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TO

My Beloved and Revered Master
M. R. RY. C. R. NAMASIVAYA MUDALIAR Avl,

Lecturer in Tamil, Queen Mary’s College

‘ THIS BOOK
FRINTED AT .
THE TATA PRESS, "
S, THAMBU CHETTY ST., MADRAs. DEDIC ATED
AS A HUMBLE TOKEN OF LOVE AND GRATITUDE
BY

One of his ‘ Boys’
THE AUTHOR
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N demewatoopy
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INTRODUCTION.,

The name Ahalya Bai is music to the ear. Its
‘puranic association linking all earthly loveliness
40 ascetie austerity is representative of all the
tragedy of ill-matched marriages made on earth.
Tts historic association is, however, of a widowed
-queen of unsullied reputation, unmatched strength
of will, unequalled powers of statesmanship and
‘nobility of charaoter.

If this praise seems high-pitched and the lan-
guage strong, a study of the great heroic figure
in its historic setting presented with all the
fidelity of this painstaking, cautious and conscien-
tious author will go far to dissipate such a notion.

Mr. Maragadavelu has already scored a great
success with his work on Aurangazebe and this on
Ahalya Bai is another feather in his cap. The
unfortunate millions of our people, who are by a
variety of circumstances cut off from all opportu-
nities of having access to the history of their own
country, will ind in these volumes, a sufficiently
authentic, and for all practical purposes, complete
account of the life and times of the eponymous
‘hero and heroine,

It is from the point of view of affording easy
accessibility to historical knowledge that I value
Mr. Maragadavelu’s work and recommend it to
the extensive and well-deserved patronage of the
Tamil public. The style is chaste and pure, classi-
cal and correct; it is simple and stately, and ought
to serve as a model to students of Tamil composi-

tion in schools and colleges.

T. B. KRISHNASWAMI,
M.A., B.L., (M.E.8.)
District Educational Officer,
RAMNAD.
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