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FOREWORD

BY

SRIMAN. S. SRINIVASA IYENGAR, BA, BL,.

(Prestdent of the. Swarajya party)

A Nation is best judged by its leaders and its
civilization by its products. It has often bsen
made a reproach to us that if we were a great
people in the past-we are no longer so. Mahatma
Gandhi and Desabhandu Das have in their lives,
careers and teachings given ‘the most cogent

refutation. Qur Nation and our civilization are still”

young in the possessioft of those ideals of renunci-~

ation and sacrifice, of universal love and of that

wisdom which is not of this world which made
India great in the past. Desabhandu Das has

shown that even under the most adverse mode:rh )
conditions Indians can evolve a code of self-discip- .

lina and can base Swaraj upon the wills and
affections of the people, a Swara) as efficient as
any that has been devised by the people of the west.

He was an embodiment of all that was best and.

. noblest in our culture, a mystic, a poet, a statesman

. a ruler, an idol of the masses and a leader of the
[T V- i : . g .
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classes. He brought a penetrating vision, bound«:
less patriotism, ‘matehless energy, stirring
eloquence and a gift of personality greater than
all, to the task of rebuilding the shattered Indian
Nation and the Swaraj that would make the Hind,
Muslim and Christian, the poor and the rich, the
learned and ignorant happier and taller. Modern -
India has produced many great men who have
measured their strength against the west but to
Das belongs the glory of having demonstrated that
India could produce rulers who could beat the
Western people at their own game. Sriman
M. C. Javaray Naou has dealt with his theme
as a labour of love with fulness, accuracy and
sincerity. I have every confidence that it will be
found to be both'interestingand instructive.. True
. National education means in these days a detailed
acquaintance with the lives and deeds’’of the
makers of Modern India, of whom Desabhandu Das
stands in the very front rank.

Mylapore,
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