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INTRODUCTION.

I T S S

It has been a crying defect of the present day
educatiorn that while the students grind away ab
silly  (etails regarding distant  foreign
Countries-their history and geography-they betray
appalling ignorance of things ay their very doors.
]“Pequent conferences of the educationists of this
district met sometime ago under the presidency
of M.R.Ry. @, D. Subramanya Chettiar Avl,
the late District Kducational Officer of the place
to reorganise and reform the curﬁculum and
syllabus of the Hlementary Education. It was
there resolved to introduce, among very many
#ssential  things, some local history into the
Curriculim  and include stories from ¢ ftala-
- Puranas there in connexion therewith.  This
"ihou]d be neither a mero scrapheap  of
incolerent fablos from old legends on the —one
hand, nor on the other & pretentious history
8ot forth on constitutional lines; but a golden
Mean betwixt the two—reliable history in the
form of easy stories judiciously gelected Trom
traditional lore.
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This modest book seems to strike exactly that
golden mean. Kumbakonam is g very ancient
historic centre where there is no lack of traditions
old legends, and inscriptions, where the historian is
apt to be overwhelmed by a flood of puranic fables
and myths, of truth and fiction, hopelessly
mtertwined, that he can hardly make head-way.
The author must have possessed sturdy historical
judgement to sift the material before him and to
collate and organise the whole in the shape which
he has given it. The aceounts given are just what

weuld appeal to younz minds and interest thom
eminently,

Among the many things that find mention
are—the greater width and navigable depth of
Cauveri in the years gone by, historic accounts
of the famons Vaishravaite and Saivaite temples
some of which have served as seats of advanced
learning, an account of the Mahanagham which
gives the town its great pride, the advent of the
Mutt of His Holiness Sri Sankaraeharya. a running
sketch of t :
Dikshitar, Dabir, Pacchayappa Mudali, the Makers
of the town as they may be called, the originof
the famous streets, buildings ete. There is agsin
the interesting story of Moorkha Nayanar coming

to thi‘s(town over 1300 years ago to find funds
for his charities.

here
the

he great personages such as Govinds -

i

One of the most interesting and instructive
accounts given in the book is one ahout ];;he-
Ancient Municipality of Kumbakonam, the member
ship of which was open only to men of mature
age, sound education and sterling character. There
was franchise even then and votes were recordeg
in cadjan leaves and deposited in narrow-mouthez
pots placed at conveunient centres. These pO;
Were opened in a publie «Mandapam’’ by an Bfges
and respected citizen. The necessary precaut;)on
against abuse were duly taken. Thirty mel.n.erlil
Wore thus elected who formed the then Mum'cxpa.
Council of Kumbakonam. These thirty councillors
divided themselves into six committees of five
members each to administer the differont depart-
ments. This shows that the citizens of Kumbz.a-
konam were thoroughly familiar with., democratic
institutions as far back as a thous-and year.‘s ago{;
The far-reaching effects of the introduction o

. Free and Compulsory Education by thhe dprsszlxllt
. Municipal ‘Council have also been touched upon.

The language is simple and homoly W‘§h°“t
lapsing into vulgar colloquialism, and the ‘5‘3" e 53
6a8y that the young reader may read an
understand without the teacher’s help. o

This, I think, is the first book 9f its kind in
wh_a§ may he called the byways of history, apd no



iv
bains has been spared in fitting it to the standard
of the young readers for whowm it is intended. It
will, I hope, evoke a nascent historic spirit and a
laudable spirit of research in the impressionable
winds of the young lads, It is bound at all events
to make them think of thejy home,
before aspiring to learn of other countries— and
this by itself ig no mean achirevement.
conflident that thig venture will meet wi

their country,

I am quite

th encou-
ragement from all the, teachers of this district and
will prove the Precurscr of many such.

P. K. Pattabhirama Sastri,
Deputy Inspector of Schools,

Kumbakonam.
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