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INTRODUCTION.

This book is the first of a series, the object
of which is to introduce youths of the Tamil
Land to the most beautiful gems of Tamj)
literature. That literature has been growing
for much longer than two milleniums; during
which period, many forms of poetry have been
.invented and numerous subjects have been
taken up for poetic treatment. Some of these
poems are difficult, others comparatively easy,
but all are of surpassing interest. For the
purpose of interesting Tamil youths in these
Mr. M. Natesa Mudaliar has started the series
of books of which this is the first. It narrates
the entrancing story of $~sagunt, who played
a prominent part in the great upheaval of
devotion to Siva which arose in Southern
India in the seventh century, which covered
the land with the magnificent temples which
are the most characteristic feature ¢f the
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South Indian landscape today and whose
momentum ‘has not shown the least sign of
having spent itself.

This book is at the same time an attempt
to fill a great gap in modern Tamil literature—
the want of short easy books in Prosé in the
literary dialect, which may serve as models of
composition to young men. For want of
.these, Tamil youths neglect to cultivate the

acquisition of a facile Tamil style. There is

much talk now-adays of encouraging the
[ ]

Vernaculars ; but 'ghe talk is followed seldom
by action. Itis hoped that this little book
will go some way to help on the consummation

of this very devout wish of which we hear so’

much on platforms.

P. T. SRINIVASA AIYENGAR, v.a., L.T.,

Professor of Education,
St. Joseph’s College, Trichinopoly-
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_ +T have known M. Natesa Mudaliar Avl,

B il Pandit, S P.G..College, Trichinopoly, for
e post six or seven years........... He has now
eommenced a series of short sketches of Lady
Poetg in the Tamil literature and has collected




47a11 literary references to them by other emine

authors in Tamil literature. The series WIH
addition to being a valuable contribution’ 194
the history of the TamilPliterature also bring
light the culture which Indian ladies hav§
attained in ancient times in India. I heartily
welcome the efforts of this Pandit and wisb
all success and encouragement to the work he
has undertaken.
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