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PREFATORY NOTE

e

ALL will allow that our school and family Libraries
Vs ought to containa good selection of modern literature
of a healthy kind to suit each successive period of child-life,
in order that a habit of reading may be formed and a love
.o for books may increase with the child’s growth. Young
i people of our day, especially girls of eleven and twelve
years of age who have got beyond short stories and fairy
tales, are interested in books of a higher type. To meet
the demand then of such as have reached a higher level,
we ought to provide a useful and wholesome collection of

miscellaneous literature in their mother tongue-

To such modern literature, the present series of
biographical sketches of the * GREAT arid GOOD WOMEN
of the VICTORIAN ERa” is intended as a small contri-
bution. The moral influence brought to bear upon the
readers of these true stories of the lives of the much
admired women-philanthropists cannot but do its vital
work as an *impressed force” or invisible pressure from
without. If it is something outside the thermometer
that produces a change in the thermometer, it is equally
‘certain that it is some outside influence that produces 2
moral change upon us. This truth was whispered long,
long ago by the old sage Agastyatoa King, and many
generations  after, by Vidura during his night con-
ference with the Maharajah in a very short verse of
the Great Epic Mahabharata, and the unrivailed



n PREFATORY NOTE

fabulist ‘says'the same in Brihat Katha. In’the words
;)fﬂa writer in Modern England 1t is the Lau; (;f
ut;"x;en:gmt'lrxat we become like those whom we habit-
was that m:ae. Seorge Eliot's message to the world
family, th nand women make men and women. The

Y the cradle of mankind, and sociery itsell have

gzel::ani‘:gs:sirt t;rOm this. On the doctrine of In-
’ T )
is built.” » the whole vast pyramid of humanity

In the opinion of t
readers of the  Mahara
several of these monogr

he supporters and thoughtful
mhMagazine” in whose pages
moral § aphs originally appeared, their
o googl"celieerr:s already to have done its small measure
collested in 4 ay therefore . he fairly assumed that,
ful o my o permanent tlvook form, they will be help-
{0 what e wmry-wf)men mm search of information as
doity for theor;xen n other lands have done, and are
ot enefit of their fellow creatures, who are

¢ than themselves, [t is hoped that they

condition [ with a desire to better the
sympathiseoxfritt}:lenpoor and the ignorant around them, to
and the sufferi:,l Who are in distress, to nurse the ;ick
lence and charity.g, and to assist all schemes of benevo-
These brj : .

my request n?;sftlblggmphles were written in English, at
earnest an;l c “y y ADgIO-lndian ladies, for I felt that
ulured ladies best knew how to write for

) more particularl
and her : . or¢ particularly to  Mrs, Benson
sister Miss lebert-cooper, to Lady Arbuthnot,

Mrs. Gri i i
rs. Grigg and Miss Spring Branson, to each of whom

" and moral progress of In

PREFATORY NOTE vii

‘gratitude is dve from all readers that have found or
may hereafter find in these sketches both pleasure and
profit, and who have so generously taken pains to lead
their Hindu sisters and daughters in higher and healthier
ways that are beyond the range of musty old books
written by the sterner sex, and to encourage the production
of new works calculated to liberalise and expand the mind,
and better worth reading than what have heretofore filled
the scanty hours that most Hindn women can spare for
self-improvement.

1 must also repeat the acknowledgment of my
indebtedness to the distingunished friend of Native Female
Education—Miss E. A. Maaning of the National Indian
Association—whose kind help in securing most of the
ations and wood-cuts and whose advice and cordial
cemn and value so much, and whose
promoting the cause of social
dia are not likely to be forgotten

by my educated fellow-countrymen.

illustr
support for years 1 est‘
zeal and exertions in

V. K,

MADRAS, }
August 30tk 1901,
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