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Preface. 1

“YELIR-VARALART” is a learned and a laborious produc-
tion of Mr. M. Raghava Aiyangar of Ramnad. The sterling
worth of the work has heen attested to by the Royal Asiatic
Society. The Madras University has set upon it its own
seal of approval. 1In the face of these distinguished testi-
monials, any prefatorv remarks of mine own, which I have
heen called upon by the learned anthor to advance, are not
at all needed.

Tirr. quite recent times the study of Tamil literature
was confined solely to the aroma and the ornate side of it.
Of late Tamil literature is being studied with a view to
build up its history. The author here tries to pursue the
pure history side imbedded in the regions of ancient
Tamil works. He here gives the early history of the
Velir probably the original ancestors of the community
known at present by the name of Vellalas. His copious
- references to various authorities lend considerahle support,
to this position. According to the author the Velir origi-
nally belong to the Yadhava clan—the very clan in which
~ Sri Krishna was horn. Sometime after the Mahabharatha
war, the Velir, it seems migrated from Guzerat, their
original abode, to South India, leaving their outstanding
traces wherever they lived. They can be gathered from
the names of towns in that part of India beginning with
Vel or its corrupted forms, Belhutti, Bela, Belgaum,
Velapur. The author concludes that the Bellalas, Chaluk.
yas, Andhras, Yadhavas and Velir come from the same
stock of people and that ma,ny.'of the Velir held sway
over portions of South India either as paramount,rulers or



ii

a8 chiefs in subordinate capacity. As the author sketches
it, the history of a few Velir, is an informing and an
mteresting reading. I have attempted in these few lines
but a perfunctory resume of the work—a real research work.

TrE Thesis evidences a breadth of consultation and a
compression of materials. The way in which the author
cogently premises to suggest the inferency reflects a rare
critical insight and a fine sense of discrimination. The
materials, which the author has marshalled, subserve an
investigation on kindred and collateral topics, I fervently
hope that Mr. M. Raghara Aiyangar and scholar of his
type will render similar service to the country. |

S. Ry. M. RAMASAMY CHETTIAR,
* Chidambaram.
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Brahma Sri. K. Sundara Rama Aiyer Avergal,
M. A., Professor of History, Kumbakonam College. “I read 2-
articles in “Sen-Tamil” with very great interest, Gauef§ esgevsgy
and unspateupd gfwpd. I was taken by surprise at the erudi-
tion displayed and the ingenuity of the suggestions and inference
made regarding the past history of 8, India. The writer expresses
himself also with unusual reform of style that —a style that com-
mends itself to me at least. [t is that which has most affinity to
vhe vigour and easc of modern English Wiiters, I trust Mr,
Y- @IRE@QUWRIBET Will Cuutiuwe Lis racearches and writings and
convey more instraction regarding ancient 8. India. 1 regard
his writings altogether as of an epoch-making character and trust
he will keep the promise he has given of a future of renown. It
is now that the work of our great scholar Mr. Aiyer Avergal, is
bearing fruit? (August 26th 05.)

(8) Sri, V. Gopala Aiyer, B. A, B. L. (Author of
Chronology of Ancient India, Chittoor):—<I am much obliged to
you for your instructive essay on Velir, a copy of which was duly
received by me a fow days ago. The various lines of reasoning
by which you seck to prove your theories are the evident result of
your varied and extensive study of Tumil history and literature
and I hope you will continue your iuteresting researches. I am
glad tu tind you support the dats I have given for the great
Mahabharata War.” (11—7—05.)



(9 Sri, V. J. Tambi Pillai Avergal, M. R. A. S,
Audit office, Colombo.-- #May I take the liberty to write to you
that I intend to have an Euglish translation of your very interest-
ing paper entitled GaiaPi arrovnm appearing in the last but one
issue of “Sen-Tamil” published in the journal of the Royal Asiatic-
Society here. It is full of facts that ought to be more generally
known.. I had arrived at the same conclusions nearly two years
ago. I hope that 8. India, will yet reveal facts of history that
will try to unite all the great races of India into one great nation.
I shall send you a copy when printed? (August 11, 05.)

i (12th, June, 07.) “Deur Sir, You will be very glad to hear
that the committee of the Royal Asiatic Society, Ceylon Branch
have informed me to-day that they have accepted with thanks my
English translation of your interesting paper on the history of the
Vels [Gaoff asnen.] Your paper is no doubt, vne of great
merit and deserves to be published in the Journal of she Royal
Asiatic Society for the perusal of lcarned men all over the world.
You are indebted, T think, to me, for bringing yonr idca aud tho-
ories to sucl prominence T keave doue it as a labour of love. Your
paper uu “Tamil Alphabet’ is 1aust interesting and original in some
respects.”
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