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PREFACE.

From the year 1854 onwards the Government
have expressed their cordial sympathy and support
with the efforts which have been made in the way of
expansion and efficiency of female education. The
following table gives us an idea of the literary per
thousand. .

Years.. . | - Males. ' Females.
1891 - .. 1184 88
1901 .. 1185 92
1911 1381 174

I do not propose to dwell into the causes that
account for this slow growth. But it may safely be
sald that apathy is taking the place of antogonism
with many and that among a small minority need for

general education of women is admitted.

This book is written with the hope that a -great
impetus will be given to female education by making
our girls study the biographies illustrating the good
deeds of great and virtuous women with a brief
account of their native land ard her most distinguish-
ed daughters. The idea of writing a book on these
lines was first suggested to me by M. R. Ry.C.
S, Sundaram Ayyar Avl.,Ba, L1, Headmaster, Gov-
ernment Secondary Training School, Teachers’
College, Saidapet. .
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If only we begin to realise that learning was
never sealed to the women of old but on the other
hand that there had been learned women in the past
a8 portrayed in this -book, much of the popnlar
prejudice against female education will, it is hoped,

rooted out and a- great impetus given to the
education of girls. -

The eminent Dr. Duncan’s words on this ques-
tion are worth their weight in gold. “ A society
composed of educated men and uneducated women
can never be a progressive society. If India desires
to take its place among the foremost peoples of the
earth, to be a progressive instead of a stagnating or
decaying society, it must gird up its loins and resolve
at whatever cost to emancipate its women from the
thraldrom of ignorance.” :

A wide field still lies before educated men and
women in this country both in the way of translations
of English books and in the production of original

treatises by persons who have received Western |

education and assimilated western thoughts and
Eastern culture. ;

The author will feel amply rewarded if the
humble effort of his will in however small a degree
promote the expansion of the edueation of girls.

NEewron Housg, , .
V.B. VENKATARAMA SAgTRY.
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