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« Velir-Varalarn  is a learned and a laborious produc-
tion of Mr. M. Raghava Aiyangar of Ramnad. The sterling

. worth of the work has been attested to by the Royal Asiatic_

Society. The Madras University has set upon it its own

'seal of approval. In the face of these distinguished testi-

monials, any prefatory remarks of mine own, whlch I have

~ been called upon by the learned author to advance, are not

at all needed.

"M quite recent times " the study of Tamil hberature

" wag confined solely to the aroma and&the ornate  side of it.
'Of late Tamil ' literature is. bemg swdwd Wxth a view to

build up its history. The author here f,rzes to pursue the
the pure history side - 1mbedded in the' regions of ancient

Tamil works. He here W the. ,em’ly history of the
o £ th
Velir prohqb]y ;he Gﬁgmal anCosters’ of the commumty

, ‘known at prese trf)y the -nanie of Ve Jas. - His copious

rendes to v r"aug a.uthormes lend, colsiderable support

m)‘ the Velir origi-
the very, clan in ‘which
“é"lafter the Mahabharatha
‘ grat,ed' from, Guzerat, their
' ying ﬁw!r outstanding

war, the Vellr :
original abade, to
traces wherever they
the names of towns in tha

Velapur. he author concludes: tilat .the Bellalns, Cha.lﬂk-
yas, Andhras, Yadhavas and Velir come from the same

. gtock of people and that many of the Velir held sway

over porblons of South India either as paramount rulers or
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as chiefs in subordinate capacity. As the anthor sketches
it, the history of a few Velir, is an informing and an

interosting reading. I have attempted in these fow lines

but a perfunctory resnme of the work-a real research work.

The Thesis evidences a bréadth of consultation and & .-

compression of materials The way in which the author
cogently premises to suggest the inferency reflects a rare

critical iusight and a fine sense of discrimination: The
materials, which the author has marshalled, subserve an
investigation on kindred and collateral topies, I fervéntly
hope that Mr. M. Raghava Aiyangar and scholar of his

type will render similar service to the country.

3. Rv. M. RAMASAMY CHETTIAR,

- Chidambaram.
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-Brahma Srj. K. Sundara Rama Aiyer Avergab
M. A., Professar of History, Kumbakonam College, I pead 2’

articlds in “Sen Tamil” with VOTy great intercst, Gevefi aaxes®

and-ungg Lyovipd 5i80Mib, | wag taken by surprise at the erudi-

tion displayed and the ingenuity of the suggestions und inference
made regarding the past history of S, India. The writer exprosses
himsclt also with unusua) veform of style that—au. .style that com-
mends itself tosne ut least. It is thate * which has most aﬁlmty to
the vigour and ease of modern BEuglish Writers., T trnﬂ’o Mr. g+
@sré@mandisnt  will continue bis researches and writings “”d

convey more ifstruction vegarding ancient 8. Indiu. I regaré

T .

his writings altogether as of an epoch-making character and trust
he will keep the promise he has given of a future of renown. Tt
is now that the work of our great scholar Mr. Aiyer Avergal, is

hearing fruit” (Aungust 26th 05))

(8) Sri, V.Gopala Aiyer, B. A, B. L. (Auathor of
Chronology of Ancient Tndia, Chittoor):—%I am much obliged’ to
you for pour instructive essay on Velir, & copy of which was duly
received by me a few days ago. The vg,rious lines. of reasoning .
by which you seck to prove your theories are the evident result of
your varied and extonsive study of Tamil history and literature
and T hope yon will continue your interesting researches. Iam
glad to find you support the date I have given for the great
Mahabharata War. (11-—7—05.)

s ——

£

(9) Sri.V.J. Tambi Pillai Avergal, M.R.,A.S.
Ahdit office, Colombo.—«May T tako the liberty to writo to you
that I inténd'to have an English translation of your very interest-

' ing paper Gub!tled Gma?&maama appearing in the last but one

issue of "Ben-Tm;P’ pubhshed in the journal of thg Royal Asiatic
Society here. Tt '{s full of facts that ought to be more generally
known. I had arvived at the same conclusions nearly two years
ago. I hope tRat 8. India, will yet reveal facts of history that
will try to unite all the great races of India into one great nation,
T shall send ybu a copy When printed” (August 11, ?5’)

ii (12th, Juue, 07.) “Dear Sir, You will be very glad to hear
that the committee of the Royal Asiatic Society, Ceylon Branch

have informed me to—d;a)y that they have accepted with thanks my



X
Eaglish translation of your interesting paper on the history of the
Vels [Garelf cumeun .} Your papor is no doubt, one of great
merit and deservos to be published in the Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society for the perusal of learned men all over the world.
You are indebted, I thinlz, to me, for bringing your idea and éhe—
ories 1o such prominence. I have'done it as a labour of love. Your

paper on ‘Tamil Alphabet’ is most interesting and original in some
respects.”’ ‘
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