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 « which is intended to be a self-

wmonium, - I have peruse

w0 will be a prac

. Mr. T.-R. Ramachandra Alyar,

OPINIONS.

" Dr. T. M. Nair, M, D. : —~

«%x % % Ms P. S, Ramulu Chettiar now brings out a book
instructor to sbudents of Indian Music,
book of that nature and

¢ Mr, Ramulu is quite competent to write a
d Telugu ought to be of

4 the publication of the work both in Tawil an
o the students of Music in Southern India,”

+ great use b
B.A., B. L., High Court Vakil,

Me. T. Venkatasubba Alyar,
Madras :— - |
‘I have greab pleasure in introducing Mr, P, S. Ramulu Chetty,
“gpn amatewr musician of high attainments, especially on the Har-
d his book on Music, and can certify that it
ddition bto the existing works on Music
ww owo One peculiarity of this book is that it contuins a variety
wof songs by different authors that are usually sung by the present-
¢ day musicians of both sexes, aud to an average student of music
tical help whereby he can, with some practice, .pick
«up the particular .method with which they are sung [rom the time
¢« of the venerable composers of the songs. * * * The author has
¢ glso included a number of Parsee songs and Javalis for which it is
« difficult in other works to get at the texts, This is a new feature
¢t for which the musical world ought to be thankful to him, In con-
« clusion, the whole get-up of the book leaves nothing to be desired,
« and it is hoped that the public will freely patronise the book,”
' B. A, B L., High Court Vakil,

« will he a very valuable a

Madras :— . ‘ . ‘

« My. Ramulu C'hetty gave u usical performance ab the Vakils'
« Gathering in April last. The guests wers highly pleased with his
1t performance. The skill displayed by him is bighly creditable to an
« gmateur, It seems his book on Music will be very use-

to me that ' v ! :
“ful to those that are interested in the sbudy of Music, I wish him
** avery success.” ‘



ii

Dewan Bahadur K. Naraina Rao, B. A, B.L, F. M, U, High
Court Vakil, Madras :— - . '

“Mr, P. 8. Ramulu Chettiar * *
“in the field of Music for at-
“ amateur, he has undoubtedly a genius for this fine art; * * * he
‘“excels equally well both in Karnatic and Hindustani Music * * *.
*This (Gandharva Kalpavalli) is & remarkable production from various

*“ points of view, and is sure to be appreciated by the lovers of the art
“and science of Musie,

*“a learner can pick up
“elaborate preliminary training * % *, This book, I consider,
“* would be no less useful to the advanced students in the art, whether
“vocal or instrumental, I congratulate Mr. R, Chettiar on the splenqia
““idea he has conceived of bringing out a publication of this deserip-
“tion* *- _ The time is so opportune for giving an impetus to
“amateur music when young ladies in every enlightened Indian

““household are being trained in thig charming art, I wish Mr,

“ Chettiar and his book every success,”

" Mr.C. S, Ramachandra Aiyar, B.A., Manager, High Court, Appel

late Side, Madras :—

“* % * It supplies areal want—ibe want of a work by the

“help of which hundreds of children and amateurs * » * may learn o
““ Musie, not as a profession but as a pleasure to themselves and the

“cirele of their family and friends. In the selection of the pieces the
‘“ author has, no doubt, been wisely guided by the taste of the presﬁnb
‘“day, most of  them being such as arenow in faghion and dem?.nd

~“* % % His skil{ul adaptation of Tndian Music to the Harmonuum
‘“and the clear instructions for practice on it deserve much credit.
Mr. P, N. Raman Pillai, B. A, :—-

‘I have beard Mr, P, S, Ramulu Chettiar play on harmonium o8
** several occasions, Harmonium is not an instrument well adopted t0

“Karnatic Music * * . But M, Chettiar could so manipulate the -

. * machine that all that it is capable of yields readily -to his nimble

“fingers. Mo plays Hindustani and Karnatic tunes with equal easo
‘““and confidence. Hs ig bringing out a book on Music % # *
. * Considering his knowledge of, and enthusiasm for, the subject, Ihave

“no doubt that the student of the-science will find it a useful and -

‘‘ companionable volume," oo .

* has been working earnestly -
least fifteen years, Though onlyen . -

He has introduced his own notations whereby"
tunes without undergoing the tedious and. -
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IN l RODUCTION *

‘“ I am asked by Mr. P. S. Ramulu Chetty Garu, M.ReAS.,
the author of this valuable work, to write an introduction to
it in English. He showed e an excellent introduction in
_ Telugu, written by my esteemed friend, Mr. B. Venkata-
~ rangam Naidu Garu, which I have had the advantage of

reading. Diffident as 1 feel about my competency for the
task, I have, prompted by my fove for music, ventured with
_ an apology to my betters for so doing.

2. Music is one of the fine arts in which ‘not only
man, but all other animals have a common property.’ It
is not, however, the common lot of all persons to be endowed
with a taste or an ear for music, but the possession of it has
always been looked upon as an index of good nature, and
Shakespeare says, though with some exaggeration, that

¢ The man that hath no music in himself,
* Nor is not moved with concord of sweet sounds
 ‘Is fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils.’

“8, The Hindu music findsits origin in Sama Veda,
the third of the four sacred writings, and seems thus to
have first sprung up in this land of Bharatha and then extend-
ed, like other sciences, to foreign countries. Each nation
considers itself to have best succeeded in the attainment of
the highest form of music, bub the music in practice in this
Madl Jaclesa: (central land) is peculiar to itself in sweebtness
and elegance and has high significance. ,

«4, Music otherwise called ‘Ganamy’ is the science
and the art of tones or sounds of higher or lower pitch with
sub-tones and second tones. All sounds are not tones:
they may be unmusical and yet please. the ear. Music

* Please see the Telugu Bdition of this work,
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alwa,.ys; deals with tones and employs sound (Natham) as &
medium of its artistic expression. Natham is philosophi-
cally styled ‘ Natha Brahmam.’ : o

“5. " The practising of Natham is acknowledged to be
a way to attain the four Purusharthams, (Dharma, Artha,
Kama and Moksha). The triple-deity (Brahmia~Vishnu-
Ma,he'syvara,) are said to have distinguished themselves by
practising Natham, as would appear from the Kriti of the

great Thyagayyar, ‘Ndthipasina che, Sankara Narayan®

Vidhulu velasirs,

‘o “6." Music has also the power of invoking the favour
) ods'r, as Yvould appear from the Sanskrit verse ‘Nalam
vasami Vaikuntam nayogs hry thayai ravow, muth blaktha
yethra gayanthas, thathra thishtami Narada, from which
we understand that, on one of the-occasions on which the
great sage Narada went and waited at Vaikuntam (abode
of Vishnu) for some time, Vishnu appeared and said to
the sage that he was not in his Vaikuntam nor in the
b.oso.ms of Yogees, but was there where his .bhaktas were
singing.

“7. It is not only the Hindu Mythology that has
brought music into association with' rfiiggsoas,’n; G;d but
also the English, Roman, Egyptian, Greek, Persian, etc.
and as regards the influence of the melody of music, it may
be Salfl t:hab it has the power of absorbing the minds and
restraining the action of even infants, cattle, birds and
beasts, as is told in the well-known Sanskrit verse ‘Sisurve-

thth?. Pasurveththi, Veththi Gana Rasam Pani’
and in an English verse, |

£ A LA ;
‘ lc\jluslc s force can tame the furious beast
an make the wolf or foaming boar restrain

: His rage, the lion drop his crested mane
Attentive to the song.” oo

2

3

- while another English author says :—

¢ Music hath charms to soothe a savage breast

‘ To soften rocks or bend a knotted oak,

“ I've read that things inanimate have moved

¢ And, as with living souls, have been inform’d

¢ By magic numbers and persuasive sound.’
The truth of this author’s saying has been proved from
what we have recently heard of the trembling of an iron
bridge at the vocal performance of music by a great singer
in America. .

“8. A great deal may be said about the origin,
development and ordinary and supreme influences of music,
but ‘in every age and in every clime there are varieties of
musical idiom, which are unsympathetic, if not unintélli-
gible, to other generations than those among whom they are
first current and, still more, the very principles that govern
it have been and are so variously developed in different
times and places that music which is delight{ul at one period
or to one people is repugnant at another epoch or toa
different community.’ : _

~“9. This book called * Gandharva Kalpavalli’ which
eans ¢ The music wish-giver’ is compiled on such prin-
ciples of musical idiom and expression as are, atthe present

period, current among, and delightful to, all people and

appreciated by the experts of the day in the science of
music, and will surely prove useful not only to the
advanced student, but to the beginner in whose hands it will
be a valuable self-instructor for learning and practising
music vocally or on the Harmonium or other instrument.

«10. 'The tones of Hindu music are seven called
Swarams represented by the syllables ¢ Sa-Ii-Ga-Ma
Pa-Dha-Ni.' The chief tunes are called ‘Melams’
from which seventy-two Ragams or sub-tunes spring
up- The ascending of the ‘Swarams is called ‘drolanam
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and the descending “ Avarohandm.’ .
vibration and ¢ Varika ’
-several technical term
idioms . and eXpressions

of practice are clearly explained by the author. Each

of the Ragams is produced by following the course of
Swarams prescribed for it in

Ing; sometimes regular and so
- however on the lines of the Swaram of the corresponding
Melam (chief tune) from which the Ragam springs up- The
- course for the development of singing or of playing on an
instrument will be easily understood by the student as he
- Proceeds to practise the fundamenta] principles’of Swarams,
which are called ¢ Swaravals,’

the notes very clearly indicated by the author.

“Gamakam ' 18
1is trembling sound, and so on the
s denoting the various musical

“ 11.  The illustration given in the book with the

Swarams or musical notes indicated on the reeds for the
guidance of the learner are those of the Harmonium No
other musical instrument ever became so widely known or
has been brought into use in ghis country  within so short
atime. It is best adapted and affords al] facilities, for play-
ing easy music. - It is also g convenient make-shift for an

organ, itmay even be employed as a substitute for the

violin and is one of the handjest of accompaniments. The

author has therefore very wizely and appropriately chosen
it for his illustrations in this book. ’

“12. TIn conclusion, [ trust that those who may use
the book by practising steadily on the lines indicated therein
will certainly find the benefit growing upon fhem and will
give the author an encouraging assurance that the method
of instruction adopted is felt to be of very great use both to
the beginners and the advanced students.” '

C. NARSIMHARAO NAIDU.

to be observed  in the course .

the ascending and descend-
metimes irregular, but based -

by carefully adhering to
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