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and no sacrileg

Th]«: (*mupthfmu of Tarmil..
lied by the Tanjore "Pastorate
Cs:imnﬁtt@e,r’@’}uirm oo introddetion to those
whino are famiiar with the traditions of the

Tapjore Clhareh, “About h(_;! of these hymns

are taken from Fabricius© Hywn Book, which
has been rightly desc rit e us ** the greab trea-
sury of sacred song {or. the Indian Christian
Church,” and the Tm]mv Chureb still retains
with urabated vigour its. old love for these

“hymns, and the German Clurales to which
they were originally sung, potwithstanding

their quaintness of diction and p"‘vm\*eolony,
eious attewpt has been inade in
this edition 44 modernise or in otherwise alter

_them, except that the number of verses has

ween veduced, where necessary, to bring the -
hyinws vo ordinary length.  Of the xemammg
hymng, some arve old {riends which have won

their way to the hearts of all Indian, Christians,

»

and abont a dozen bynins ave o:xglﬁml compo-
sitions, intended to be suug to some of the
beantiful hymn-tunes wh wh are the glorious
heritage of the Haglish Church. In these
hywmuos the Tamil idea of assonance is main-

fained, not on“v as giving them a poetic fonn,

but also as a hﬂlp to their b being committed to

Lemory. It is ﬁopud that such an attempt

'mi} prove pupu]ar in the Indian Churgh, as



BRI B

t mere translations of English hymns are at best
. but poor substitutes, and i rdny instahces
convey very little to those who are wr a,cquamt
ed with those hymnps in the ormm&l
The collection of iywh iy mtumzed a8 a !
- supplenient to the “ Tamil Christian Lyries ™,
published by the Madras Religions Tract mnd
_ Book Society, and “contains in” a permansnt
ot ail those special lyrics which have been
_sung in 8. Peter’s Chure h, rm]me' for the
past 30 years and more. Sowme of - thémn)
have  already found thmr way into several.
Churches outside Tanjore, and it is believed
that & complete eollection of thew will De
generally welcomed.  Tanjore has a justifiable
pride in owning the great’ Evangelical Poot;
~ Vedanayaga Sastriar as ons of her sons, and
~ afew wore of his compositions are mdudod ghal
thla book and thus saved from oblivien.
“The thanks of the Committee are due- &
Mr. J. B. Gxavaoirve and. Mrc A, G, Picrard
- MUTTEEG, who were entrusted with the task o
‘ compﬂmrr this book, and their -ows contribu
i;lons of b}ﬂl’)n and lyrids” are. not thf’ lesst
“yaluable in it. Tms bmk 18 “sent cat with
* the eamest pwyer that it “may tend -to . Ahe
gremtw Glory of God: and thp adv&ncemwt o
qu Kmﬂdom *: s -
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