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o 'i'\ these davs of vaued acthty “in dlﬂ”ercnt

“iM ‘i depqrtments of Lnowledne, the Tamil L1ter1turf;
: .;}ns had its-share”in- 1o 1x1cons1deraule measure,’
Inev ery l'mouafre the Grammar follows the Litera-

e by ‘ ;
Ctureas’a rule.’” Though e ’l‘anul Gmtnmqr ‘classix
o fles the thcmture into three. d1\1smns, namc]y

P é'/f”}'ﬁf‘aﬁ:r, Music and Drama, ot a single worlk of
~thelast dlass is ext’mt in the whole range of Tamil

therature.\’l‘here are, however, clear ‘indications

Int, such works orxomally existed in: 1t, iasmuel
~‘the: . commentators = like ' l\achnmrLmeyax, »
: .;Adl\'arLLuumllar and.others quote trom such works =
as Nritla Nil,; Matkiyinar N dtaka Tamil, but these.
“bS quently dxsqppearcd At any rqte, for a very
ong time Drama was wanting and its want was felt
‘onlybya small nuuonty- of Tarmhans who were
well acquamted with Tamil ‘and Sanxl\nt as'in the
~latter they found  the brilliant WOI‘Lb of ‘Kalidas,

the Shakespearc of - India. - Bnt ‘ ,nghsh

L j"cdumtzon spread and the “Tamil atudcnts came in
_contact with Shakespeare’s dramas: and saw the
-works of S‘hakespenr and I\ahdas preqcrxbed by the ~

.‘ "U11ner'=1ty for- the degree’ examinations and: read :
iside by side in- the College: Classes, the - want. of =

qumlar works Cinthe Tamil . th..raturc was
“elt'all the smore keenly. It i always true that.



e PREFA(.E.

:‘f‘never doeb tune fall to suppl Y, au artlcle when there.
isa demand for it In’ 1891, the late Jamented’
Professor P. Sundram Pillai, 4, an’ agcc()mPhShtd
Tamil Scholarand Phxlosopher, pubhshed ‘his:
“ Manonmaniam > an . original | ‘drama _in  Tamil.
“This was the first work of its Lmd TImugh this
' worL was’ meant for..the . study and not. ‘for ﬂ“‘
‘stage, it was purely afte: the ‘model of. Shal,espeafe-
Aftet, hitn, some took to writing dramas in origis
‘nal;-some to translatm" ' the mterestmg and in-
Ustructive’ dramas of Shakeupeare :md kalx(las; ﬁnd
“somb others fo making -adaptations from them. 1
~have trauslated « ’l‘he Merchant of VemCe . oye of
the pOpular C()medles Cof ¢ Shakeqpeate and my sole
‘object’in so dohw isto place befote the Taum—LnoW'

- ing public and especially before the Tamzl Pandxts, ;
- a drama by. Shakcspnare as’it is, ‘and. thereby to:

‘induce - the Pandit class

‘to ennch "the Tamil’
- Literature . with u»w :

", As the Paudits™ 1mve generally more attraction for
‘poctry than for’ prose, the poetical pottion of the
‘English Drama has been translated into pOQUY in

" Agaral metre whxch more: ox less approachcs the
English blank verse, and the Prose -portion into
" prose. - Written, ‘as it has : bgen, in haste am!dSt
diverse dnstmctmns, the work “may, no “doubt, be

~ foundto be capable of " miich ; <improvément. “But
itis nevertheless pubhshed it the “hope that it
‘will not only invite more scholarly attempt lﬂithe

: same dxrectlou, but will' glve the Tannl pubhc an.

wntmgs on = this: hm-..'

i:";"oi/z E&ruary, 1904

m}:mcy ‘, f wa vh,

1dea of what an Enghsh Drama 13, how plots are
developed how different characters are represented 4
and made to . give treneral truths aud morals in an
attmctxvc manuer- aud how. uature ~aud natural
scenes are truly depxcted as they are, ‘If this my
_object is. gamcd even in the least, I shall feel more
_than compensated for *my labom i this field,
While - translating - this work, it was my. ajmt
‘throug vhout to make the rendering easy and 1nte111g1~ g
‘ble and to brmg out as accurately as possible, the

_precise meaning of the origiual without at the same '

‘time falling into" classical “obscurity. T trast that

‘even an average Tautil student will ﬁ ud 1o difficid! |
i f°n°ng this work wi.n ease Wik fitberest, not to
“speak of The Pandit ‘class who will - have nothing

~to Lomplain of the style thouovh the 1deas bera a ud ‘
,‘-( there may be forexgu to thcm. e o

My thanks | are. due to Mr. K L.uppuswmm

* Mudaliyar, B.A. of the Educatlonal Department of
' the Secretariat, and to Mr, V. M, Satakopa*amanuja
- Chariyar, Tamil Pandit of theC.S. M. College,
.. Madras, for the help rendercd to'me m secing this
ok pass through the Press and for many valuable -

suggestmns they have m'\de durmg the pmgress of
o tlns work ' :

Cowr« VERMI, Y S
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