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INTRODUCTION.

N &hgflme—honourcd trifurcation of Tamgl Lnterature into Verde,

I\Illblt. and the Drama, the last has fewor no representame
whife the first two have a legion: This hiatus the lovers of Tamil Litera<’
ture explain in various wm s which, to our e.ars, that'is, to the ears of;
those who have had any tincture of L ﬁgheh educftion, oscem_;
more 0¥ less fabulous. But the fact that the Tamnl-QPeﬂkmgf
popuhtmn include the histrionig art among the deﬁradm« arts of;
life, worthy of bcmg pursued by wandx.rmrr nomads or dregs °£é
communities seems to point to the Conclu\gon that the art must in;
_ process of time have either degenerated and fallen into disrepute or
had no cultivation at all at the h'mJ\ of men of genius. In either;
case any attempt in that direction ia our “dgys cannot but brm“_:
credit to one w hz) conqugntsousl) and wuh O'ood mtentmn ck\'ot%

himself to at ,

In Madrasandin the Mofussil we often see travelling compame“-;‘
of actors amusing audiences with a variety of stories from the three,
great fountains of poetic ﬁctxc-n, iz, Rimiyangany, Bamtham:
“and }xdndapumxmm, put in dramatic shape. Their pla)s, for thg
grmtest part- comical, Abound'in vulgar concgits and voluptuou_;
songs, very "ratvamfr to the vicious- mlnd;d but have no ht;rary’
_valae. ' e : :

If one should tlesire (g derive mterest mmgled w 1th mstructlon
he “should turn.to the excellent drama, Mandumaniyegh by
Mr. P. Sundram Dillay, .., published some time ago. The shor

~ space at our command forbids our. doing - full: justice to it thoug
the superficial reviews of the drama in the Madrad Christian
College Magaszine and in the Viveka Chintémani loudly call fo
it However, it suffices in this connection to state that 111'«1/0/17;1(!-4l
- niyam, an eminently classical drama written in Blank Verse and’
modelled on Iaglish plays, is excellent in characterisation andg
evolution of plot and is; miniatss mutandrs, best adapted to the stagg:
though its author has. meant it for the closet. Itis a pity that
its infinite philosophicg! and mpral ndus are not phcgd within the
~reach of the manv—headed popu!ace. - o, :

CAs ’llanwamzm;wmz is"in’ verqe R.&bgzwzt; is in pzoqe In bot
the dm‘on is e!ev'xted, zmd hence thexr bpixeh—bf mﬁuence is l.m:ted :




2 ~1swomcno\
2 B _ o
But Imp;zt-(m, unllke Jlanonnmmmmr\\, a:; me.mt tor lhe q[acre ‘and
acted. on it wnh m(‘demic siiccess under the

xltl\plces of the‘»
‘Iadras I’huomatlnc Assoudtmn gL

Both Jlanonmamyrmx and Rz?p/nm/z decerve careful. st
will. amply repay i, 'if 50 done, inasmuch as both
that Pigeon-Tamil which obtains o much even amon'* t’m edu-
‘cated I‘amxl scholurs of Southern India.. By no means is th:s the °
_only mcnt tiat both the works' possess, Still, we have: empha-‘
sised thh p(\mt because our young men, \vlmse mmds are dwakcned
from thenr wonted lethargy to'a sense of national hferature, pdndel
to the tasus of the l’o“ and the vulgar and thereby vulgarise thgm
gury mote Lo u;ther, 7 1s asads sign of . the times that Yut of love.

for th* slmpl and easy style our ne\v-ﬂedrfed writers give
.nlty \\hatwer to the:r earngst readels of l\no“mg w
Tamilis .md what great purposes It can serve,
who has prcsud into his  service,
powers ‘of Tamil, . puve
séot into the world, w

udy and‘
.1re free - fromr

0y oportu-
hat classical
As for our Shastriar’
wherever necessary, ths hmheﬁt
and ufimixed, in Ripiavati which 'he has
¢ have to say that his chief object in ‘this, his
first attcmp?, 15, besides giving an’ intellectual feast to the reading -
pubhc, to’ portray the ways and manners of princes and p°ople dt
the age cfthe Ilterary 1tumgunot in ‘\Iadu.a and to “xvf. us a

taste of the 4 rnguage  used by'them.' If in this he hds succeeded
/u//m.mn fulfils the mission it was intended to fulfil, @7

Ihe plot of thé Prama’is as follows, - S"a/vrun.z, klng ul"P 'nAdva,
rworsted | in a batile tought

'at;m\t 7 luruppamngunlmm vms, hken '
L‘\ptnc with his wife and soﬁ, and all were: imprisoned i m thv‘ ro; a!f‘;z
graol in Madyra by the vutonou., Sarasénag, “king.of € heru. | Thmﬁ o
ing thet the presence of the roya! pnsoners in his c’xpntal mgixt be !
a soures of frequent troubles 1o him and his sovereignty, S"lmsum
banished Satguna and his Queen Sundari and retained then’ son'i i
durance,, Advised by Suchild, his wise minister, who had been the -
minister of“latguna erehisexile Stiraséna allowed the pnme Sumiar{?-':
Snanda iueuom of movement, and compmmns to miti
{ness of his misery. One evening, ‘when the /ep}nr played 'rentl),
" ‘)und.lmn wnda with his two associates, Swknnidra and C/:mzdmmu,(a, :
visited a fower-garden adjoining the palace, fell a-brodding upon”
the ills that had overtaken his parents by their expulslon [lom the:,
kingdom, sighed, sobbed, and felf:ﬁto a swoon. In this i moment
despair to the Prince’s favourites, .xppe:xrcd in another part’ of the ‘
same gnrden the Princess Rﬁp’imtl the onl) daughter of the \xctonous
Strasén: n,.ucomp.mw(ﬂ‘v hertwo dqsocmtea,Ambl(;u/c/u and Rana.
Mm(l’("» and héard sor iu crigs oy d:stress. The Princess, lookmo about,

dlL the }\een- :

) : : TR e T a
Mhuhuuo\ BT 'ﬁm PIT -
ior a txmc, dxscowred throurrh 4 jasmine covmt the: hdndsom;. I)r;’:,cé.c
with his head on the lap-of Sukumira sfated under a’ mde ?m- th:,
the trystmd place’ of whl\{,umu lovers, A few .minutes a tcr,I i
I’rmce recovered h'om his swoon and wxshedto hasten lo th&gdso ’1
it was latt, 1 the evening ’Ilus is thc: substame oi tlu. flrbt pdrt Of"
the oncgm scehe of the d.amd ‘

'lo continue the (hread oftln. 5tury Thc Prxm,e&s, \\ hcn she e) ed
the Prince inhis famt, was s0 charmed by his per\,on ‘that she fell oven
head and ears jn love with him. But of this burning pasz.lgn she would\
not let her uompamons know: 5he suppressed ity but jt grew mufgne\v b
tilt at last she could neither eat’ nor dre s, and nor wuuld ah do so’
hll her object was fail 41((‘07117)!1 "I\Ieanwh;le 511e wquldA very (;f“]":
"'*P?‘” to the flower 0‘1rdexr thc ;cene Of their first ! love. i ‘Stanilarly
smitten was the I’nnce, but his 1hou<rhl.> of 1m had hequem mt»n 4

ruptions at the thcuofht of his e\ukd p'trent&- R L& : ‘

Hr: parmts, Lumutlstunl@d to xm\ el on foot ' \\ent tl::?n; l:‘u:i
b]()\\h and with fatigue, and bis motI :er faintells In. this iu;m‘m hu
‘ter apputred with a pait of wator ‘and Thelped, b.afﬂun.\d o dher%lf
back to her scnses. | When thé Qmen recovered her lor rkﬂ;[ i)
escorted by the huntcr, pro‘ zeded to Lhe ‘Thermitage of Gu uu“”t/m;
where they were given bed and board’ by his dlcmpie Aww, -
Soon asday broke, the rec cluse instructed his disciple’ tcrtefkc hisgu d".
to the couxt of C.hcla and informy Vizdnidra to give them acr.m:ml:;)m :
tion .md pmtecman in hl'i‘)dldLe. ¥ urtl,er, th;ar e cﬂt”ere:lm;gthﬂﬁ
,yros'iry with the blessing that no ils. would Iuppen o them. bade
.fafu.r "For his Kindness 4s wdl as his ho~pxtahtv, tlw ,L_.uesmc Y
a hearty farewell (b the harmxt and then followed lhe Lllu.rd «:hvcréd]
'(hsuple- ‘¢ led them to the palace of Chola," wheri uj t«ﬂ( by
vlh», nnsswe tu Vm,ndxd and mturned “The’ (..h;)la. n;d c:;ermlm
‘Instructions us 1p..c a’/.\'z! onul:edu h:‘s pa!.tcc to them a b
ed them smt'\bly to. lheu- rank, ot : : el ‘
) i The news of then‘ safe wrrn al and cnitcrt:l?xucl.:thljtntf:‘el ;o:;r;
of Chola reached the ears of Sumbunx and excited nd .b“
- of - a future- invasion.. These’ feaxs nd (ou
‘\t‘:;:t:t:":}wﬁ?;} 1;\! the thnughtﬁ of h\‘s oW l_yrdm;ug | :\\ df;t 51111121
his! friend ‘era.nuluum was alr\_ady plotlmg wxh some

[dvds of the locality to und‘.rmme -his xnv;relbnl) ‘Sﬁmsun now

) is ‘ac mruJ
ssolved that, should ‘mtgun' and Viréndra invac{e hi ; gd
:; nion, he w ould cause Ult Prince in durance to' be murder \i

omn :
Happily, of tlns his au.rct rewlv'., his d»dl’ “‘1“"“‘3" l\ﬁp:vn
Lll 1y,

\
e, up her mind to. rescey
o, and - she .ut onc; s

: ,h,ulv.m inkling,



4 _ INTROODUCTION,

her lover from the impending  doom. Intending . to acquaint
Sundardnanda with her fither's murderous resolution and with
the possible means of effecting his escape, she wrote a letter in

which she encldsed the key of the seeret way and threw it at mid-

night into her lover’s cell. Sundardnanda, whose thoughts of his
Qez‘u" parents in exile anud of his new-sprung love had ever kep* him
awake, heard a rustle about the balcony "and hastened to ir. ~ He
picked up the letter and lighted a lamp, and read it over and o'"verp
but he could not make out from whom it had come. [Here isa
strings of very fine arguments and conjectures as to the source of
the letter.] At last, by a process of intellectual ©
he discovered that*if had come from . Rapav
himself to méet her the ensuing night
mentioned in the letter., When the iron hand of Time tolled
twelve, Sundarinanda came out of his cell and was  waiting on
tip-toe for *ReipAvati. The latter, true to
stole from her bed-chamber and appeared in male attire - before her
lover and argued with him as to the expediency of their instant
escape.  Her arguments had the desired effect. The Prince yielded
and the lovers left the metropolis.  Ere day-break, they arrived at
the hermitage of "Gnénandipa, which had given shelter to the
Prince’s parents on. their way to Chola's court. Here the lovers
assumed the names Sundir and Suripa and were comfortably
accommodated.  Their weary journey gave them sound sleep,
and the incognit()s,'wa..}"g', quit e hermimge under the escort of

the disciple for the palace of Chola which was the asylum of
Sundarinanda’s parents,

lintination,
ati - und prepared

her - appointment,

) aolers opened the gaol, but Sundari.
His absence non-plussed thed, and they
were afraid of Struséna’s punishment, They, therefore, concocted »
story that they murdered the Prince in the act of self-defence, when
hie leaped over the prison-walls, ang begged pardon of the king for
their deed without his sanction. Strastna easily swallowed the
bait and forgave them. Inwardly glad of their \vi&:de
tyrant repaired to the harem to communicate the
his wife {‘{r}m.ullwalli, but alas | Jons soit qrimal y pense, the news of
Raépavati’s disappearance from her bed-chamber fell on his ears like
a knell, At mu':e hc‘dcspatchcd mes.'sengcrs to all corners of the
earth to look after his Missing Daughter, But none brought back
Ry assurance of her life or death. At this, enraged like a b’;n at the
L:‘N‘ rag, Strasdna began (1o role pis subjects more tyrannically
han ever, under 1o talse impression that his subjects had removed

At the dawn of day, the g
nanda was not there,

glad tidings to

at the time and place

deed, the

INTRODUCTION: -
P sath, and incarcerated
his' daughter by -night and done"her. to. dtnh',; m]dc:::fme he had
Nayavachana,’ of whose complicity in the Al‘ma{:“’e‘ :
some suspicion, ‘ . . cens ;indtion
‘Meanwhile, the dismal tidings of S'undamnagxdt:rlr;::"::;;';ham-
by the gaolers had ' embittered the feelmg’z quet?tbﬁz;llrmf/lfm as”
ened hre rancour of Viréndra.” The l;me.r $ rore to Satguna
ambssador to the court of Straséna io ask him t?'rlehhis eadincss to
his kingdom and, in default, to acquaint him with £ the sudden
take the field. Before he returned, .the mtelhgencfc btlin L ened
disappearance of RopAvati, asif carried away b)t: g,i.,[?ru1aa‘atb(3hola's
the sorfow-laden hearts of many a comforter ot salg i he was wild
Court. But it could in no degree console Satguna, a‘"‘i on his Wiy
with grief. Now Tantradhira returned severel?' ﬁogg‘et F Saraséna.
an insult supposed to have been done m..ﬂie instance ovi;h " large
This insult to his embassy exasperated Viréndra w.ho‘, : " Satgunis
force under the command of Sundara and accompanied by
encamped on the northern bank of the Vaig:. ed from Karu
Now, the lqug-expected messenger rem-rt n account of 2
Slrastaa’s capital With/ ;}"‘;;gad fl')ew:ﬁr::::ero Iil':d Viramdrth-
5 aging between Kdjopiya, his ter o no
:;f:;r, r;:tlgf;na's father-in-law and King of Thondai ;N:fduéﬁr;\-
army could be forthcoming. T.hiﬁ bmk.e do‘wn »the, .b;’ f:;icxl him to
séna, and he immediately conferred Ax\wthﬁuclm‘a;m 1‘hou"h lled
with aversion towards the tyPanerand “‘55“7.6“5 f‘ ‘;re‘-uce:dcd 1w
wreance on him for his tyvanny, bethought himself ?n lp;d s
the camp of Chola and intbt'mcd \'.iténdra (‘h«’ltl :i:is:: his.alrcady
monacch’s mind to avoid the ,m;?en.dmg war as othel of war. At
afllicted subjects ‘might fall victims to thc' Cﬂ.t;*“"“]; ot befieve
s, & ‘lr:l.nf'elv surprised was Viréndra that he cou d il
ﬂ:“s’ R : ":nd‘cunsulted Satguna about the character of Sue p
.Ahm own e\e»l S his visit, - Satguna gave a satisfactory account 0~
af“l the 0‘1.’}“: "sxer and helped him to express his consent Lo the
B o “"","‘)-h would not agree to it, for in his heart ranlclc_"l tl}c
peace: h-m. (i “,,‘hi., embassy.’ s soon as this secret canker in hw'
m.\‘"" ‘)ﬂ?ue‘c- tyk,\»e-;l to him..thc foreseeing - Suchila informed him et
mind wat .dhc;:l‘-;m:ilinn to give reward to those who would detect
EumSCl}U P‘-prl‘(':t 'h'ad insulted Tantradhira, - When this anction was
the r-u”mm’l-hmniwrém heart, he consented and began to scm.e
applicd to his ,,‘ s, Now Suchila {nteoduced Saraséna, accompani-,
the terms of p"l“,.r ts, to Vircnded vho'received them with dae res-
ed by b2 1““1“!"&":‘;‘“‘": were proposid that Sarasénn shonhd restore
Then the : i :

a®
vuly

pccl.‘
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toVSat}gungn his kingdom aizd . himself revert to hisbvﬁ»airealm. ‘This
amicable seltlement broughy back to the minds of the agigrieved Sat-
guna and Siragéna the los§ of their only childran and brought tears
to tireir eyes. But these tears of sorrow were in ‘vthe‘twinkling of an
éﬁvé,éhéngedinto tears?fjjo;.y', fc‘)r, now appeared &'?efo;"e_théln Sundara
and Surfipa stripped of tifeir disguise and clad in their usual apparel.
‘Drunk with joy at the sight of their missing son and dayghter,
they made haste to unite the hands of ' those who Wwere 'a}_réady
united in their hearts ; and Straséna, convinced of the cruelty done
- to Ndyavachana, ordered his release and begged his ‘pardon, Then
Saraséna invited Satguna, Viréndra and others to his
and wished thaf adlysshonld be fixed for
_trologer was  consulted, and - the
“Suchila's danghter,to Sukumara and K
“son, Chandramuka, were proposed,
be celebrated,  But thriee is a numnhber
Larranged the celebration of shejr marriages on the day, ¥riduy,
When happily fell the sixtieth-year ceremony of the laureate: of the

¢ . ~ 4 A x5 - y " - ! 3
Pandian: Court, Fidypd Sigurg, the wuru of Sundarinanda and his
associates, Thus was the o

IS , bjection obviated and the occasion
made jubilant all round, R AR

‘metropolis |
.the ‘marriage. An as-

marria

Thus three marriages had to .
of very bad pmen and so they

OVwc:r!xi, thy stippery turng L Fellest foes; ' e

‘Whos:e passions and whose plots have broke their slecp
“To take the e the other, by some chance, e

K s trick o il 4~ v it
cdome trick it ——» e

v » o RrOwW dear friends’
‘Aud interjoin their 1oy, R ‘

Ripdiali, the first fruiy of the autho:r,
~way. It contains magnificent single s
perusal, and the characters in it
. poetry-in them, ‘ S

is excellent iy
peéches which  would repay
are almost  all poetical or hyye

‘ Ripavidi the heroin};, is the dnly daughter of Straséna, . Ep-
* dowed by nature with the gifts of body and mind, she fails in iove
“with the only son of Satguna.  The parents of the lovers livée on
for .their- children, and  but for them | their Iife .
nion are trifles *light as ajr,’ :
dissembler and is well acquait
etiquette. In Act I, Scene 2, her ;
one swoon when he \veeps"io cor

ited with the laws of fashion and
apparently innocent question ¢ will
tinue the narrative, and the skilful
way in which she tries to draw out ffom her companions an unvar-
nished tale of her lover's character ang dfspoaition, and the sound
rebuke administered to  Kanakamila for . hér interference while
speaking amply testify to the statement. | Further, she is a poetic

riages - of . Ambujitchi,
anakamalai to Nayavachana's’

its own.

ly -
and domi~
The angelic heroine is a perfect

=
e

L ‘ ' ) g ' U AR S
beine and of " 'she es ic,
*being and  often speaks verses; §h,Q app‘re'cxatgs‘mus ohiih she'
i songs 3 she exhibits the power of her tongle in the scene in'y i ;{_She;‘
o Ny 1= - . ) < s g
k brint:;rs down Sundardnanda to agree .to their nx;;dgttht:ftar;;n.gih o
aves all fatigue ;hips, being supported by the streéng E
-braves all fatigues and hardshlps, be;flg supp N fyChOIa o
“herlove ; she keeps a steady reserve in the court o ghon 2 (
. '. i e . [ R . S lls 0 X 1 t
wdetectiqn. . Her"part  in this drama remnzc} e Povtia, Rbsar
group bf Shakespeare’s women such as Julia, Viold, o ina
nd, aud In ‘who, f circumstances, assun 1
© lind, aud Imogen who, under force of ircy e e et |
‘disguise of male attire. ~What distinguishes Rﬁpaxa i ihie i
: learning, intélligebce and ﬁdqllty in love. R \

nd loves':

St
armihg -

3 1‘\

. Swidardnanda, her lover, is\; a man of supengr:_1?2611;;%:;;2;[:’6&

educated and weli-versed in the‘.‘arts.‘ of war. H° s 4 1 lin the l’a:13_

use the exbreésiop of the San\skr}; . dr.amat:sts, .an“d o tleness.

guage of Stiraséna he is'an incarnation ._0* meek.nes? a 'm?fest i his
~and is a poet as well as a songster. His learning i1smz :

A ' 4 . . ey toi

X )]a”at on o Y .}‘ ANy alld in hls !efe[e“ces .
| » i ‘ 11rNva (4 ‘
] L 1 f t.he name T/ /7? A l : ‘ :‘b

Ahapporul Ilakkanam (Act (]I.l,' lScente (?z;d . his great attachment s
: i s loveto
trait In hxs.chal'agt?l_‘, begt(:ﬁsk]; ‘with pious af”fection and tearful eyes !
Ve hi rents of whom he thin . . when he’,
: o t’;’:?e are dooméd to suffer the hardships 'of exile arlijcli i
: ’WI;e'n ‘ Tfyoppressed by the pangs of love. = Another noble tr: ’
. 1s himse : . ‘ Co ]
. him is his gratefulness to his ben‘efactors. » . .,.Fu” o{ piets
S et 1 \ation of virtue. - Full ot. Piet)
v Satgunay his-father, 1s an IncAManion 0. ls o s by his |
and calm in judgment, ﬂsé;ri's{;l s Ttch for him in every
e s wifs #, IS R good - match LT
enemies. His wi ) et - ‘ RN
. : L e ' ¢ e . . o A
- respect. 3 ,«v--««"‘f‘ | ! P wchologist and sees,
Suchtle, his dutiful minister, is a subtle R I :ritll11p‘1 inde-",
hroug! d‘a;aeén'{ * He is confvinced - that virtue Wi i the”
through &{drasena. . 8 i . e ial tact is mamies hes
: 1 1. His ministerial tact
' pendent ‘gxtmneolus aic. ndm.:“i‘
cene’ whe;qe he nego

a Ar ré
tiates peace between Siraséna and V

, ° Al 1

. C . ; Vcn(‘rehll.

s aséna, father of the herdine, is rough, rude and 1:?1'0 .: e

BN P14 4 ’. . . e d him ambiti us ¢ '.

e Lauest has s daughter says,” made

His conquest has, as his v A suasion but to force.

o d his heart. e would yield to no persuas S

hdene hen his forces failed that he conferred with his m{"'; ~t

= int in his character isthat he is capable af

Th ly redeeming point 1 his cha ! teredt

TR o 1 it is probably due to this fact that he is not’mu ¢ ’ﬁ

remorse and it is prok it. for his tyranny ‘ sk

hough he richly deserves it for his tycanny. - =L

i, * > H ;

! inadipa is a sige indéed. .He is very hospitable to ; l.z.w g

y o ks ) ., P - S 8-

Guises ned lore is manifestéd  in the scenes where his a

x'U mindful of worldly ‘henours, he rebukes prince

‘] o A . o \4'”: " “ ‘v«
like for their folly.

: [ S A S A S
A Bt

‘It is only w

ers, and his lea
ciple appears.
and peasant a




Al o]

,"tx't'r:(xlf»L'('Tl'of:. :

Pidyd Hagam, the ocean of luarnmg, ig the Guru of the Prince

and his associates.” All re\cre lnm for his wisdom, and quote his

o

. \ven (TL

‘verses and sing his sonO's»A-moﬁt nf all, Ambujatchi, a clever songs-
trese, - The scene m \vh!ch he~ iwuru. before Stiraséna and thun-
ders forth his hw’n}) eulnvtqt\c verses’ commemoratmo Cu‘\rqs;na $

Jate victory, followed b} . his le’xmed mterpretatmns thcreof

comical and is more sa when \mwed inthe light of his quest‘(m
“Am I to be ,me'en » But thts dpmrcnt mmnqutemv 1llus{rates
anot uncommon occurrence among human bems:% wis., that'w hen

fear &ermkes a man, his learnmg qlutq him and . his f.uuh)

of argumcnhtxon 1s at ¢1 stand - j{ e .

C/mna’mmu}m am’i Su,{umara are the compdmmﬁ of the Pr-l*ce

to whom they are firmly attached.”

ence and hum"m effort for success. m “Tife, \xhnk the latter resigns
everything to the will, of Providence.’ Hence these two c‘har'\uer&
represent two ly1eat schools of Phxlosoph) :

o Admbujitchi and I\auaka'mﬂm are the two f\\\oqate: nt the
Princess. - The former,a Lte\,er sonastress, is . th ‘1) mture
whereas Kanakamalm |s petulant and meddlewme Furtlur, the
latter, thoug h thhtly euperstmous, often hxts the nail on the head

when she hds to Judwe character. ‘ S e j “ ‘ .
The Lom’x apgfiu' in three of the scenes ; and \Vlth \ayava~
l‘éuda together to plot his”

chana, Sfirasina’s Rad, e ,
death. The first lm\v—-*}m : ‘;‘m pmccdure and |

' preach&s against precxpttan\y in mattem of g “‘mmmm nt. Thn

second Lord, rather l‘dsty, is "wise ‘on sgcond thought
i/m"lls a ruﬁmn reL\dV !or lmmedmre datlon and tlnr

ng for re.

Aa;»avac}’mna isia man of pnhm. ; He alw'x\s \ eers hs.
thoughts, | for which SuraSena falls out with hlm, and’ h' can never
be brow-beat when he sees that ty ranny prevails.’ \Vhen the Lords
“are for the assassination of Strasina, he exercises his Jud'fmcnt
and calmly refers the question  to the decision of Sundamndnda, of.
whose superior mt@llmeme he hdd a. hig h op\mon

Vo
. .

- Three Décams are mtmduued in- ‘this play~tw0 of them b\'
S{iraséna and I\omalavalh prownosnccxtm" evil,. and the third DY
the Nurse giving a ray of bope 4s ioF the re-aPpearanCe of Rup tvati.

The r/”/o{’w’ 19 spox{en by Sund'\rénanda In-it he duscourses :

-on human nature and  human- love, and ‘rightly’ pu'!‘.ts out’ thai

domestic I‘fe' i ngh!l) ‘Cd, is far better and productive of: better:

v

The former relies upon experi-

xhxle mr “

53’131}3){%‘1{“\' B _’ o

rcisait.s thaa the hie Qf :m asscem wlw im?e:, s&:idmcm :md hates w
kznd ’

'{“o ::wzeluvk . Wsmixwﬁt tisg meats uf me Asthm, he iz ane
pligte in the dromatic art, Hxs Rupﬁwat;, as we have said at th
outset. ishis first fruit, and as o, Grst fruit ot has sone ;mperfeetmw
Its *::!at 15 simple, . nefther complex. nor intrieate, ‘and ju it chat
Act&nsaimu i€ not sa happ} However, ﬁmse xmperf»,ctsws incidentat
1o & first attempt do not mar the pleasure of the intedlectual fensthe.

has glven us.  We sincersly trust that the play wr«ght mﬁ gsve us”
move mnsf%mm n bis {umn pmﬁuctmus: e

.

S SN I‘UR\?ALI\GA\I ?fLLAY

Mwam, Chmisyian” Conww, 13
151 November 1895, . 3



i OPINI‘ONS.‘

’

( ) F ” ‘”" 7[ R y. M Ses!tawn Saslnar Az:ergal, A, A, ) I’ro-
Jfessor of Sapskrit and Com,bamlwe P/u'lology, Preszdenry College,

x;!uzdras. S BR

¢I have much pleasure to mform you that yog have. produced a
‘Tamxl drama wlnch is'; oood ‘in” every point. You hdve succeeded'
in your object,” which is to place before the Tamil-reading gjdbhc;'
a- work which \vxll be a very mterestm" and plcasant readmgi
to them. It will be greeted also as the first 1n3ta1mezxt of a series
of excellent works, which, by your constant dévotionsto the study of
Tamil and yoyr rood knowledge of the language, has Jed your friends
tO expect fryin you. I have read, much of". your Rupavati and am
‘able to say that it is well written. . The story is very intgresting and
the plot beautlful and quite adapted The characters are well
chosen and possess individualities which ard sustained throughout
the work. Nothing more need be saxd than that your work is anex-
“cellent play and 1 found it so 'when it was sucessfully tepresented at
the Victoria Public Hall by tha memburs of the Madms Phxlomathlc

_Association. .
(2) From AR, Ry P. Su »za’amm Ptllaz Avergal M }2’" Professor of

thlasop/ 28 Malzamzaks Colleg gy Tl’zwndravz. K
of ych. s hire mtcrested ‘me s0
le before -writing ‘to you’;

to let you "know that ;what
I was led,

A glance ata few p.wcs
much that 1 wanted to 'ﬁmsh the who
but... ..I write to.you now m haste just

-1 have seen of your play fully justifies the expectations
‘to form of you from your 3 “able: contnbutxons to the Viveka Chinta:

" mand,. ' I trust you, will pgrsevere,in ‘your efforts in this neO‘Iected
field oi Tamil Iettersﬁ whatever nghL be the extent of ,encoutage-
ment it might be your lot Iimediately to receive. I have. too much
Lonﬁdence in your scholarly tastes to dOubt for a moment that you
‘will ever gondmon your further labours by “the amount of apprccxa--
txongou ‘may: npw: ‘receive. . Tamil scholars and writers have ever:
“to keep in mind ‘that their duty is a peculiarly trying ene, having at.
prcsent nothing like a reading Public to support them with intelli

_gent apprccmnon. 'But the greater is the glory reserved to them
Petsevere also in the meantime in such

on that very accountl.....

laudable endeavours in the, ‘many, new lines of development that
our Mother Tongue iy fast entering upon, and you will find before

fong that you kaye camed the thfnla"\gl;l’tl‘tl_.lde of a qahon ‘



<)
(3) EFrom il R. Ry, V. fmrmkaml)/mz Pillui Avergal, B. A., wis L
’ Superintendent of Post Qffices, Calicut.

.1 have read with great pleasure the copy - of the Tamil drama

which you kindly sent
al, the plot well-congéived, '
ama  clearly brought out. As a maiden
credttabln performance.. Works of

"Rupavat: or *“The Missing Dawvhter,
for my persual. The langaage is colloqui:
and the moral of the dr
attempt, ! coasider it a very
this class are bddl) wanted in Tamil,
whicli will doubtless attend )our first
to further eﬂ"orts

(2) Erom MR, I’y |2 "I'enlra(amya 8
- Pandit, Madras Christian College

1. am glad {6 inforlm you that the

happy. The,incidents grow up naturally,

throughout. The play teaches several valuable moral iessons
I bop\. you will continlie your Ltbour in this field, T

1 trust that thc success

1s{riar A"'e’rgal Semar f:am&‘ﬂf

i

vetiture, will v..ucourage you

plot of your drama is
and the interest is kept up
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