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I bave sompiled these pages for the benefit of the
mass of the people, and in 3o doing, T have takgn ca® not,
$0-maks nse of those adeient indigencus treakises whick
have been weitten exclusively on caste; the object-in viex :
being simply  to show frow o few passages taken’ frc;rx;
Standard Tamil Works of indisputzble suthority that
there wore, aud there are, quahxym a;\m;l!f"*“ﬂmhmma
smong he Tamulians,

Caste system has become a thing of the past, and it
is not to be found i its en%irp%y ar purity either in Tinue~
velly or elsewhere. It Los wndergone a gréh’ ili..go

daring the last six or sevel hm:dmd years that have elap-

sed siuce the downiull of the aucient native dynasties,
ona of whése dubies is said to have been to see to the pre.
servation of the or dvr and integrity of ecach of the castes;

: and it 18 therefore szbsu ed to judys lof the caste rank of any

(ass of people from the so-cslud scemi po»xhton thvy may
afpenr to occapy ngy” )

. Short aceounts ofsome of the c@gsﬁﬂg} Esﬁx;zlz;r:{
ludia Yhave been written Jy some Europeans in this
soantrs, amoug whom, so far as Boath Tinaevelly is wn-‘
cernad, Wishop Cinwd], of Edeyengudy? may be cons
-sidered to be the chief. \All other writers of the present
aythave, in fack, made th> Bishop their sole nathority,
dnd It iy bat just fo inguire fratiosshat sogree the Bxshmr'
has borrgwed his own informution.  He pn‘im /‘mlm
London, in 1‘05“ a bovlwon * The Tinnevelly Shanars, ¥in
which at page 5 e writes ¢ , “¥u the absence of historical
records and monwments, it i itapossible to gain satisfuo-
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tm". “informationy. rf-qpﬁ.uhng. the origin and history of the
eni La( Buch purticulars as I have _been able to ascorty £
pﬁ'ked up u.mor.g;se the ashes of woll-nigh Batinet

haditions." In oue of his later writings, ho first tells ua”

in one place that from certain customs obtaining smong
the* Shayars be iy inclined to * Gonpect” them with the
;Sndm group of castes,” and then says . that from some
~therbabits and nsages they may be supposed to belony .
-to “the gronp of vastes inferior to the Sudras,” while
Bgain almest in the same brenth be adds that some anteug
theni 58 o l"«/d to ba elassed with the gentrv of the
province.”  See Tinnevelly Distiict Mannal pp. 16 and 17,
‘Con&iderum howwer, the changea that have. come over
“iie connbry durivg the last thirty years*it is perhaps ro
wounder tho* nugh light shoald now have been thrown up-!
‘on & subjeek on which tlirty y .. ago there were v
better anthoritics accessible to con‘;\ﬂh than old wive 'fa-
blea; bat the idea of a Shanar being equal, juferior, and,
superior to a Sndra is one that passes the comprehen.
. sion of the rmde\rs, and-speaks for no gle:r thoaghs in the
* miwd of the writer. Thuo Censos R*nnrt for 1874, by I
Cornish, isia work of muda® . ~3 cvedttnble authomy
‘guestiong of cnste. . * The subjeck ot s dlvisiong ama
#he Hinl<e,” thes‘ actor first premises; # i3 one that we \id
take o lifodtima of labour t§ elucidate. Tt is a '_,ufs‘;ett
apon which no two divisions, or sab—dzvmmie, of tho peopls’
themselves are agreed, and upon ymm. Fm‘ope” 3 aotbori..
ey who have . paid any attentich to it diver hopelessly.”§
"Then as to his own ‘?eport. Yo bestities : “ Many letawd
-mssmxmx ies and native « Loials acquainted with she hdhits:
\mf/mq of the people have been cousnlted, and thoir.
_ofinions collated on definite guestions, bt t‘he replies,.ns’
. ‘a rale, have been s vontr.dicker; as o reise _shspicion’in
a'ega"d to the vaiue of the testxmuny

» h

“Without entering into further unedifying detain. I
e 1t bere confine myself to the remark that Eurrpe: n
writsrs have nob 3 yet addressed themselves to the prog€r:
sonrce or sources from which they ¢uuld have gathered
‘gatisfactory information ag regwrdq "the antocedents of the
- Santor Race, although® it eannot be supposed that ey
will always spurn the gnidance of natives on & subject:
“with which they say they arc bub imperfectly ncquainted,”
“or that they will try to sapport their own rambling * state-«
ments by nothmg but their sncers at the argaments oE
others. . : S S L
: T wish to take this opportnmty of ackl-rmmdvme my'
obligations to that abje work of the late Reverend 8, Wins.
“Jred, entitled © Santorkulsmarapukattal,” to which 1 am
“indebied for many valuable suggestions antl gquowakz <+
- & . R

'SAM: SURGUNER
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