PART-TI

(i) Notes on the entries in the existing list of
Backward Classes,



AGAMUDAYAN :

Item No., 1 in the list of Backward Classes in all the lists.

This note deals only with Agamudayan (Bxcluding Thutuva Vella-
Las).

The entry was made in the Llist of Backward Ulasses in 1913.
From the notes recorded at that time, the data regarding population
and literacy was obtained from the 1911 Lensus Reports. The Literacy
of the caste even then was 208 per thousand a very high achievement
for tihose days. On the recommendation of the Virector of Puablic

s Ingtruction the entry was deleted in G.0.No;160, Bducationm, dt.

29-1-40. On receipt of furtiier representations the entry was
restored in 4.0.No.395, Bducation, dt. 7-3-42, and it continues to
remain in the list of Backward Llasses.

A number of written representations were received from the repre-
sentatives of this community frow Madurai, Ramanathapuram, Soath
Arcot and Thanjavur districts. In the course of our tour in the
districts, we visited a number of predominantly Aganudayam villages
1n all those districts. Though the representations from Kallar and
Maravar claim kinship with Agomadayans, Agamudeyan representatives
maintained a district alootness and would like to be treated as a
separabe entity.

In the representations on behalt of this caste in Madarai and
Ramanathypuram districts presented by lhiru 1. Rajaram randiyan,
kinghip is claimed with the Arcot Mudaliars and Thaluva Vellalars.
In their oral evidence before the Commission at Madurai, they
distinctly stated that tliere is no relation between them and the
other two groups, namely, Kallars and Maravars., Lhira Rajaram
Pandiyan also stated that the Aganadayan and other two groups did
not belong to the same caste. Yhis line of representation denotes
the ascriptive tendency of a progressive group to identity itself
with a socially and economically advanced section, rather than with
the less progressive section to which it may ve ethnicaliy and cal-
turaliry related. '

The representations of the communities at Velanganni and Naga-
pattinaw stated that like the Kallars, Agamudayans also migrated
from the southern districts, but tlere is no relation between them
and the Agamudayan Mudaliars and Thaluva Vellalars of Madras. It
may also be added that some other witnesses admitted that Agamudayan

-is only a branch ot the Mukkulathar tribe, but all of them had a
tfeeling that they are siightly superior and are edacationally and
economically better off than the Kallars and Maravars. In a printe&
memorandum submitted on behalt of 'Agamaudayan MahaJana Sangan,
Madurai' they claim that 60 per cent of their edacated people are im



Government services in some form or the other. Most of the written

and oral evidences indicate that men even ti.e economically lowest

strata and tLeir women do not go to do manual or meuial work a

gure test of backwardness. “Agamadayan Kalvi Viruthi Sangam,

Thanjavur“ stated in their written memo randam dated 1-12-69:

(a) tﬁey live mostly in villages. Bat during the last four
or five decades, many iamilies have migrated to cities
and towns seeking employuent and to edacsate their

children.

(b) in villages, the main occupation are: Agriculture or
farming, farm work on wages, rearing cattle, milk-ven-
ding, cart driving etc, In towns and cities tley are:
teaching in educational ingtitations, service in Govern-
ment and private otfices, petty slop-ikeeping, car
driving etc.

Regarding tleir economic status, Madarai and Ramanatlapuram
representations give the followinyg inforwation: ®mall landiordg
60%; contract faruwers 10%; and farm labourers 30%. Thira Venkata-
chala Devar, M.L.A., in bis memo randam on behal# of Agamudayansg,
gives the following figares: small landlords 30%; contract farmers
20%; and farm labourers 50%. Though tliere are incousistenciesg in
these figare, it leads to the presumption that economically igawu da—
yans have moved far ahead of the Kallars and Maruvars, ang detinitey
better than many ox the other Backward Communities, y

1t is, however, surprising that they have scrapulously avoideq
giving replies to the questions relating to number of educated peopl
and the number who are in Government services, etc. To thege ve Ple
obtained only vague repiies. Government statistics are al so ;iti te
py the addition of Thaluva Vellala to the entry relating to thig ated
caste, We have tried to isolate the figures to some extent or
agsessuent pIrocses.

Rega?ding population, Yarious claims have been mage apto 20
jakhs for the whole State, but according to the normal methoa .
projection their population in 1971 is likely to pe 675, 505 ofof
which 1.81 takhs and 1,48 lakhs are found in Thanjavur énd Ra
t hapuram districts respectively. The tigares in the NorthernmAna-
digtricts, particularly in North Arcot aud Salem are a] g lar.
yitiated a8 it includes members of another caste, yot goin rgely
times by the names: Agamudayan, Jdayar and Lhuiava Vellalag 801 g

0f the tLree castes, Agamuadayan have been tradft“' P
education. Bven in the earlier decades, lonaliy more

d ino A
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of education was higler, perhaps only a little less than that of

forward communities. It is noteworthy that even in 1913 when the
caste was included in the ligt, the Literacy was recorded as 208

per thousand nearly 21 per cent, a very high:figufe for thLat period
as already observed-Ligh indeed even by present standard. Naturally,
they took advantage of the facilities for edication in recent times
more quickly than the others and their achievement in the S.3.L.C.
level is very good. YThough there are areas in Hamanathaparam and
Thanjavar districts wiere the Agamudayans are just caultivators or
tenant.farmers, in certain urban and suburvan areas of I'riehy and
hanjavar districts, they have wmade appreciabls . ogress in educa-
tion, employment and in general econowic splere. +arge numbers of
these people have migrated to other urvan eentres; ind distinguish-
ing them is a delicate probiem in view of the use of the term
Agamudayan and Thuluva Vellala by others as well. %The records of
the boys and girls wlo are 1n sclools and colleges are extremely good,
as borne out of the evidence of Headmasters and Principals. Many

of them can compete on egual terus with boys and girls of forward
communities and this in fact they do.

Agaudayan is certainly among the top tew of the dackward
Classes who hLave made gupstantial advancement in education and

employment.

Our assessment of the progress of tlie caste is rendered some-~
what difficult in view of the existence of anotlier class of people
in Soath Arcot, North Arcot, Salem and Dharmapari whko also go by
this caste name, and by the inclasion of "fhutuva vellala" as a
sub-caste under the same entry. We Luve deait with this complica-
t¥on in the note of Lhatuva Vellala. We have tried to separate
gatistios for Azamudd;;n as tar as possible, but cannot claim a
high degree of precision. Phoughk we bave triea to 1dentify Thuluva
Vellala separstely, the other Agawadayans cannot be easily separated.
But this does not vitiate our general‘conclusion that in all res-

- pects the two Agamudayans separate or allied caste do not difier

vefy much in their achievements. The otlLer Agamudayans are also
a peasant caste, with a comparatively large spopulation of small
and big land owners, with a higher level of education, and parti-

cipation in Government service. The cagte is known both as '31&{9“'“‘;‘

NBE TN wa N '——perbaps the lLatter is more populat in
Southern districts.

Item No. 1, 51 and 78 in the liat of Backward Ulasses of
the Notification of Department of Dackward viasses and Item No. 1,

52 and 80 in the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission List.



As Tamil Nadu's econowmy has predominantly been agricultural,
it is but matural that the bulk of the Backward Class population
are agriculturists. The term 'dgricultarist' is capadle of wide
interpretatioh. All who own land, whether cultivated by them—
selves or not, claim to be agriculturists. In this category come
ﬁany forward castes, who have been traditionally landowners. dmong
the Backward Castes, landowning has been less extensive, though
the castes produced zamindars, like Maravars aﬁd to smaller extent,
the Vanniakula Kshatriya. <There have been a small percentage of
big and small landowners. BExcluding tle artisan comaunities,
weaver communities and Labour communities, we find two large groups
of castes, which may be described as cultivators., <These are the
Padayachis or Vanniakula Kshatriyas and the Mukkulathars, including
the Agamudayans, Kallars and Maravars. ©The vanniakula Kshatriyas
are the predominant cultivating caste in tlie nortliern districts of
Chingleput, North Arcot, Southl Arcot and Salem. ‘They are to be
found in a slightly reduced number, but yet substantially in ﬁhanja-
var and Coimbatore districts. In other districts of Yamil Nadu,
they are only in s&aller groaps. OUbviously tlieir original homeland
mast have been the traditional Pallavaghat from where they might

have been fanned out to the other distriects.

Yhe Mukkulath®rgroup are numerically stronger in the districts
where the Padayaciis group is numerically smaller. Their homeland
obviously was the olud Pandya country, namely, the regions now
covered by ¥irunelveli, Madurali and Ramanathapuram districts,
from where they have fanned out into ¥hanjavur and Tiruchi dis-
tricts, Agauudaiyans appear to have spread out to almost all the
districts, excepting Kanyakumari and Uhingleput Districts, though
their heaviest concentration is in Ramanathapuram and Thanjavur

districts,

Ihe other minor cultivating communities Like the Valayans,
Mathurajas, Ambalakaran, etc., appear to lLave settled round and been
dependent on the major cultivating communities in many of these dis-

tricts, though the social position might present a different picture

w

of independence in the districts. - Tt is not, therefore, surprising
that these two major groups, i.e. Pslavachis or Vanniyakula Kshatrg—
yas and Mukkulathars, form a substantial percentage of the Backward
Classes. Their combined population would not be lower than 75 lakhs
though the communities ‘themselves claim a very much bigger figure. ’

There are sub-castes and sub-divisions amongst the Asarudayan
Kallar a,d Maravar. Among the Agamudayan, sub-vidisions a&laimed ’
are - Rajakula and Kottaipura. Other sub-divisions have aiso been
mgn?ioned. Amongst the Kallars and Maravars, there are numarous
divisions, between whom normally inter-marriage is even now not
permitted. The common title favoured by the Kallars and Maravars
is 'Thevar' and 'Servai' and the Agamudaiyans prefer 'Pillai!
though other titles are also occasionally adopted. They prefer to
their caste names to have the 'r' terminal rather than the 'n',

Population for 1971 (Projection).

Caste
District - ,
' Kallar- |- Maravar | Agawpdaiyan
1. Madras : — e —_—
2. Chingleput - —~— : -
3. North Arcot . . - — 26,684*
4. South Arcot - . 28,889+%
5. Thanjavur | 3,8i,660 6,908 2,16,271
8. Trichy _ ©1,44,327 16,804 31,871
7. Ramanathapuram 83,444 2,69,873 1,75,899
8. Madurai - 3,43,157 1,02,344 1,14,689
9. Tirunelveli 23,124 4,26,076 3,168
10. Salem -~ - T 24,239%
11. Coimbatore — 3,947 48,530
12, Nilgiris - _— 265
13. Kgnyakumari T e : 5,289 L
Total 9,75,712 | 8,31,299 6,70,505

* May not he Agarudaiyans of this group
AMBALAKARANS : | |

Item No. 3 in Annexure II of the list of Backward Classes in
the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission list,

Item No. 2 in Annexure D of the list of Backward Classes i
Backward Classes Department Notification. ‘

Item No. 2 in Annexure E of the list of Most Backward Classe's.
in Backward Classes Department Notification.

Ambalakarans are a cagte of agricultural labourers, manual
'WOfkers and village watchmen. The term 'Ambalakaran' w;s originally
8aid to e a title of 'Kallans' but in course of time this has
aqqunred a distinct identity, chiefly in Tiruchy and Thanjavur dis-
-‘txlc§s.' Thgre is some connection between Ahhhlakarans,'Mnttiriyan
Mutt;rans; Valaiyans and Vettuvars. According t o Thurston they ’
f:!ght havg_descan@ed from one common ‘parent-stock. “Evan?ﬁéw chy'
re practically on the same socib-economic level and in some areas

_.;—2,,- : - ‘ o L e
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the distinction gets blurred, and the d1fferences in caste names
denote little distinction. The upper sect1on ‘of the Ambalakaran
style ‘themselves as 'Pillai’ In Thanjavur and TPiruchirapalldi
ajstricts those who are not so well off, sgpyle themselves as Ambala-
karan, Muttirayar and Servaikaran. In some places the title Mala-
varayan, Mutturasan and Vannian are also wsed.

Their main concentration is in the districts of Tiruchirapalli
“-and Thanjavur. There population according to the. 1921 Census was
162,173; the .present population would be roughly 3 lakhs.

To our questionnaire, replies were received from very few sources;
mostly from individuals., This may be due to absence of proper organi-
ghtion. It is claimed that 75 per cent of their population are engaged
in Jdging cooly work and the remaining 25 per cent are petty land-
owners and tenant farmers. Educationally it was represented that

his community is one of the Most Backward; since the majority of the
people are labourers, they cannot educate their children. JIn the
Pudukkottai taluk where there is a heavy concentration of this
community, it was represented that there are only 2 Doctors, 2 Engi-
neers and 2 B.Sc. Agriculture graduates. From the Alankudi Vattam,
which is another place of concentration, there is only one Agricul-
tural B.Sc. graduate. Educationally and economically their achieve-
ment is very poor. Deserves to remain within the category of

‘Most Backward'.

ANDYPANDARAM:

Item No. 4 in the list of Most Backward Classes in the Netifi~
-cation of Department- of Backward Classes.

Ttem No. 154 in the list of Backward Classes jm the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commission list, .

The two names Pandaram and Andipandaram are in pragtice indis-
criminately applied to the same class of people though there is a
difference hetween the two. Generally Andis refer to the type of
people who go about begging from door to door beating a small gong
with a stick. .Whereas Pandarams are a class of non-brahmins priests
and considered more respectable. Most of them serve in Siva tem-—
ples making garlands of flowers to decorate the deities. The Pandara
Maha jana Sangaa which met the Commission at Maduraj replied that
Andipandarams and Pandarams are one and the sdme. But one witness
representing Pandsram caste denied any such connection between the
two. Yogeswara community while accepting Pandarams specifically
excludes Andipandarams from its fold -a certaan odiam seems to stick
to this term.

One reply to the quest:onnaxre and a written memoranda have
been ‘received from Andipandaram caste. They are not able to say ,
anything clearly about the size of their population and léteracy
and educational standard. The Pandarams have given a better
representation. '

Their representetives met the Commission in TirunelVeli and
Madurai and Coimbgtore districts. 'Pandarakula Mahagana Sangam'
which is a Statewide organisation has also sent detailed replies to

' . o

the questionnaire. They c!aim a total populaticn uf 15 lakhs spread

.over all the districts with a heavier concentration in Madurai, Rama-

nathapuram and Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari districts. In 1921 Census,
Andis“and Pandarams have been recorded separately and they accounted
for 66,B70 and 54,712 respectively. On this basis even if a liberal
estimate is made, their population cannot exceed 3 lakhs,

Their main and traditional occupation is temple service, flower
garland making and flower selling. Many of them are agriculturists
working as tenants and agricultural workers. Few of these caste
people in Sadem, Coimbatore and Madurai districts are rich and
engaged in trade and commerce. They represent that their literacy
standard is very low, But in Ramanathapuram, Madurai and Kanyaku-
mari districts the educational standard is slightly higher. 1In
Madurai district with their population of 104,000 there are one B.E.,

.One M.B.B.S. and iwo B.A., B.Ts. In Kanyakumari with a population

of 5,000 there are 13 graduates including one Engineers.

Andipandarams already figures under Most Backward Classes,

BADAGAS :

Item No. 8 in the list of Backward Classes in the Notification
of the Departient of Backward Classes.

Iterr No. O in the list of tle Backward Classes of the Tamil

Nacu Public Service Comumission. ‘

Phis is tue numerically big.est community in the Nilgiris dis-
trict. Thurston and also Census writers have clagsified it as a
tribe, naturally because their social structure is not exactly within
the bounds of the fIindu social order as prevailing in South India.
Théy are a Canarese speaking people and Badaga is regarded by writers
ags a corrupt form 'Vaduga' or Northerner. The representatives of the
community who gave evidence before us claimed that they migrated
from Mysore about 900 years ago. Thurston thinks their migration
wust have taken place after the rise of the Lingayat movement in
Karnataka, as -one sect of the Badagas are Lingayats. Their spoken
language is Badaga, a corrupt form of Kannada, but extremely remote
from the present Kannada language. They have preserved in a large
measure the exclusiveness of a migrant and not indegenous population.
Their customs and manners and ways of life are very different from
the Tamils. They have within their own fold a peculiar caste sys-
tem with 'Udhayas' at the top and 'Thoraya' at the bottom. 'Udha-~
yas' are Lingayats and in the past they did not intermarry with the
others, though of late this exclusiveness is relaxed. The inter-
mediate sects have in recent times developed a sense of homogenity.
But the 'Thorayas' who are supposed to be at the bottom of the social
scale remain largely apart even now, and the higher ranking Badagas
do not intermarry with them. Aprarently the population of 'Thorayas'
is declining as the Badaga representatives, who met us, claimed there
are only about 1,000 people belonging to the 'Thoraya' suh-division
now living; but there are some Thorayas in Coimbatore and perhaps
the latter may be the descendants of the Thorayas who mlgrated “‘down
to the plains 1n search of better living.

e

’Regardlng &hdir population, the Census Report. for i@zllmentibps

-

;t§41178 for_1901 38,180 for 1911, and 40,329 for 1921. ‘According to

" ordlnary progect1on the1r present populatlon should be
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about 743000 though the .Revenue Authorities of the Nilgiris district
gaﬁe us:1,25,821 as: the present populétion'concentrated,mostly in
Coonoor and Ootacamund taluks. In the absence of separate Census
enumeration; it is difficult to estimate the population accurately.
The representatives of the community claim their population as a
lakh and a half. ‘ :

The primary occupation of the Badagas is agriculture.  They
were always regarded as good cultivators. Generally their villages
are situated at the tope of low hillocks, an? round the villages
along the slopes are their fields. Every B#ia has a few acres to
cultivates intesively mainly using the labour of his women-folk.
The Badaga women therefore occupy an important place in the economy
of the Badaga community. There are fewer landless labourers. The
- Badaga prosperity in recent decades is largely dependent on the
cultivation of potatoes... With the increase in population of the

district, the pressure on land is heavier, and the Badagas feel that -

there is not enough land to go around in order to maintain them on’
a reasonable standard of living. They say in their written repre- .
sentation "even .the limited extent is not available to the Badagas
as much areas are reserved for forests, hydro-projects and other
schemes, which do not benefit directly the local people". They

have also complained that people from outside the district have come
and occupied the lands which they feel should legitimately be given
to them. They have pleaded that the first step for the rehabili-
tation of the community should be didtribution of available lands

to the landless Badagas. The potato economy according to them is

in a sorrowful state due to the scarcity of disease-free seeds.
Supply of good seeds, liberal credit facilities and subsidy for

the potato cultivation are their main requests. As far as other
activities are concerned, they have made an interesting point that
the expenditure on soil conservation should be borne by the entire
State as this does not benefit the local populatién and in fact is
harmful to their cultivation. The Badagas have taken to cultivatiion
of tea; but their methods of cultivation and methods of.manufacture
are not up to the modern major estate standards. Government estab-
lished 8 modern industrial co—operative tea factories, but they
complain that the benefits rendered by these co-operatives Wave been
made useless by the heavy excise duties and export duty on tea.

Any improvement in potato cultivation and in the production and mar-
keting of tea will add to their prosperity. Government is already
aware of these and various steps have been taken to improve the
economy of theze two crops. , .

The Badagaé have taken to education enthusiastically in recent

years and more and more boys and girls are seeking admission to
colleges. There is a demand_ far more and more schools and more col-
leges and particularly for residential accommodation attached to
schools and colleges, and.for.private hostels recognised by the
Government for avarding reaidential scholarships. It must be said
that compared to their almost primitive tribal conditions about 30
to 40 years ago, they have made very fair progress in e@ucation and
their economic conditions too cannot B said to be as bad as that

of many other Backward Communities in other districts. In view

of their homogenity and concentration, they havd been able to domi-

nate in local administration and they have elected M.L.As and*M.Ps.

with the help of the political power thus secured, they have been
able to provide electricity, main roads and link roads to their
hilly villages. L o

. X -

Their main grievance is that they huve not wade any impact on

_ the Government services for a population of their importance in the

region. They feel that they are not adgquately represented in
Government services, in the public sector projects and particuldarly
in the local offices. They attach great importance to Government
service. Till recently Government service was the only avenue of
employment as there were few industrial and business houses in the
district. " In a mémorandum submitted by Thiru Bhojan, M.L.A., it is
stated that they have 1,500 graduates, including 50 Bngineers, 30
Doctors and 30 Lawyers. For a community of their size this is a
good achievement. 1In high schools also their number is impressive,
A large number of their graduates and under-graduates are employed
ag teachers in high schools and elementary schools, Apart from a
few SubpInspectors and Clerical Assistants in Central and State
Government Departments they represented that they have no share

in the higher services of t he State. This is confirmed by our
statistics too. '

BESTHA, SIVIAR:

BESTHA

Item No. 10 in the list of Backward Classes and Item”Néo 5
in the list of Most Backward Classes in the Notification of
the Department of Backwa’*ﬂclasses. :

Item No. 11 in the list of Backward Classca of Tamil Nadu °
Public Service Commission.

SIVIAR

;tem No. 129 in the 1list of Backward Classex and Ttem No. 44
in the list of Most Backward Classes in the N,tification of
the Department of Backward Classes.

 Item No, 126 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission. '

Bestha and Siviar are two distinct classes of fisheirmen mostly
found in Coimbatore district. They speak Ganarese and are said to
yave migrated from Mysore State many centuries agec¢. Menfolk belong-
ing to Bestha caste had been palanquin bearers in the past and with
the dispensation of this mode of transport, they have switched over
to other pursuits of menial work, Though there might have been a -
shade of difference between thes§ two castes now. there is free
mixing among them. Their representatives met the Commission at

c?imbatore and presented a memorandum. They claim that Bestha and
Siviar are one and the same caste,

' This is one of the numerically small castes in the State. There
are about 150 families in Coimbatore town and a few are found in

Salem and Dharmapuri districts also, For livelihood they depehd '
on tank fishing and when the tanks go dry for nearly 8 months in &

. year, they take to cultivation. Their literary standard is poor
.and only of late their children are being sent to sechools. - Bestha

and 8ivier at presdnt are mentioned as two separate items in the
Backward’ Classes list. They can be clubbed together. = They ae

. already ¢lassified under the Most Backward Classes and wifll be ‘.
_.tib1§‘for-a¥1‘the concessions. . o ' amew be‘gli,

A3 ) | :~'/‘



ABATRAJU :

Jtem No. 7 in the list of Most Backward Classes in the Noti-
fijcation of the Department of Backward Classes.

Jtem No. 155 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission.

The representatives of Bhatraju community met the Commission
at Coimbatore., It is a small caste found -mostly in Coimbatore and
Salem districts. Jn Coimbatore district there are only about 80
families with a population of 1,000. ‘A few people are living in
Madras city also. 1In all, they may account for about 5,000 to 10,000
They are Telugu speaking people stated to have migrated from the ' )
Vijayanagaram Kingdom jn the past. Their educational standard is
said to be poor and in all, there are, it is claimed, about 10 gradu-
ates and 50 $.S.L.C. holders and 1 Doctor from this caste. Earlier
Census records and Thurston refer to them as a class of balled
reciters singing in glorification of the heroic deeds of local'prin-
ces and nobles. As time changed, they became the camp followers of
rich Reddiyars and Nayudus. Even today some of them sing Ballads in
marriage functions of rich families, 8Some of them have taken to
teaching in schools., The rest are stated to be employed as landless

agricultural coolies. /

Representation was made to the Commission at Madras on behaif.
of Kshatriya Raju community clajming identity between Bhatrajus and
Kshatriya Rajus. 1t was pleaded that Bhatraju is one of the branch
of the Kshatriya Raju community and therefore requested that the °8
entry in the list of Backward Classes should be amplified to includ
Kshatriya Rajus also. The Chairman pointed out that the various ude
castes in the list have been included on grounds of their social
educational and economic backwardness and that Kshatriya Rajus ’
are not inferior in any of these respects. The representatives put
forth a claim that the Kshatriya Rajus are also backward in everp '
respect and that most of their people are working as coolies in {h
fjelds in villages like Siravanjeri, Tiruvallur, Mudalivakkap et e
ijn Chingleput district. . They claim a total population of 85 000c°
dispersed theoughout the State. ‘ ’

Detailed replies to our questionnaire were also received f
them claiming a total population of 60,000. The represeniationrzm
not contain sny detailed stajistical information about the r’soc'oes
economic conditions, However, from the information given, it islo- .
that on an average their per capita earning is about Rsolgo/-> seen
The community has supplied a good number to Government servicepm.'
more than 100 as von-gazetted officers. There are not less th’ and
90 gratudates, 10 Doctors from this community. On the whole §:
cannot be said that the Kshatriya Rajus are yvery backward soc.:ill
and educationally as calimed by them. ’ ally

To get a clear idea about the relationship bet

Raju and Bhatrajus, reference was made to Collgctor:°2? zg:nK:hatriya

Madurai, Salem and Coimbatore. The Collectors reported thatgt;put.
_are two different castes and in social and economic status th ese

not be equated with one another. The Kshatriya Rajus obse ey cen-

custom of worshipping swords in marriage ceremonies which :{9 al

shows their ‘Kshatriya origin. When it was pointed out to thea,r y

sentatives of the Bhatraju caste at Coimbatore that Kshatri e regreT

also claim to be Bhatrajus, they said that some of the Bhatya Rajus

the ir desire to acquire social status call themselves 'Ksh.ijus in

Rajus'. That means Bhatrajus are considered inferior to 'Ks;:{:iya Rajx

' s

\

~ and abo

- recent years, thoug

(1

1t is also worthwhile to mention here thc% ihe Kphatriya Raju
community made representation to the Government in 1936 for inclg-
sion of the caste (Raju or Kshatriya) in the list. The Government
then considered that Raju cannot on any account be called a Back-
ward Class, since the literacy percentage among this community was
twice that of the Presidency; Their claim, therefore, was rejec-
ted. Their educational standard and socio—economic status should
have been bettered since then. Hence there does not seem to be
any justification for equating Kaha triya Rajus with Bhatrajus and
including them in the list of Backward Classes.

BONDIL:

Item No. 14 in the list of Backward Classes in the Notificatign
of the Department of Backward Classes, .

Item No., 15 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission.

This is one of ﬁhe few Hindi speaking minorities in‘the State,

They claim to have come with the British Armies in the 18th and 19th
century from Bhunderkhund. These people are found scattered in
several districts invery small numbers-and adopt the title of 'Singh!
though they may not be Kshatriyas according to Census authorities
and Thurston. The population has been estimated by their own repre-
sentatives at about 50,000, This appears to be a gross exaggeration,
Possibly it would include many other Castes of Hindi speakers-of
whom there are several in the S$tate. They claim about 1,000 in Madras
and Chingleput. Their reppesentatives who appeared before us to
give oral evidences were interrogated on the cuestiion of -their popu-
lation. They said that there may be about 200 families in Madras.
and near about 50 in Vellore, about 20 in Salem, about 100 in Madurai
ut 200 in Thanjavur districts. It would appear that the total
population would not exceed a few thousands, and they are mostly
gsettled in towns. No accurate estimate is possible a® this is not
one of the castegfor whom Census figures are available. Many of
their members are working in low paid Government Services as Clerks,
Police Constables and there are several in the Army as well. Tt is
te that according to them, their women are not
i.e..they do not goiout as paid workers, For a small
to have made reasonable progress in education in
h they have the complaint that there are not
highly placed Government officers in their community. For :a popula-
tion of few thousands they themselves had admitted near sbout 15

irls” age studying in the Degree classes and several girls are working
in offices as well., In some towns like Salem, they had made very
good progress. In Salem they appear to have half a d ozen Doctors,
Apart from the fact that they gave‘noﬁ become economically affluent
and have not produced high officers, judged by the standard of Back-
ward Classes, their progress must be regarded as very satisfaotory.
Like other Backward Classes they also made the request that they
should'be'treated as Most Backwafd.aqd given proportional represen-
tation in gervices and other facilities.

CHATADI (CHATADA SRIYAISHNAVA)_: S _
17 in the list of Backward Classes and 9 in the list

interesting to no
earning members,
caste they appear,

-~ ITtem NO. . cl
if Most packward Classes 1n the Notification of the Depart-
v ment of BackwarQuCIaeses._ o i
| | | & . . aﬁ'?;s‘
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Item No. 18 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission.

This 1is wone of the several temple service communities found in
many disiricts of Tamil Nadu, wherever there are Vaishnavaite tem-
ples. This was included in the list of Backward Classes in 1941
and the list of Most Backward Classes in 1957. They claim close
association with the great Vaishnava Saints of Tamil Nadu. Tn the
Southern districts Tamil is their mother tengue and in many of the
Northern districts they speak Telugui; They adopt the titles 'Jyer',
'Iya’ and 'Alvar'. They are called " OA887E L& o) owor wn :
in order to distinguish them from the Srivaishnavh'Brahmins, who
wear the sacred thread. The worl] 'Sathatha' implies, people who
do not wear the sacred thread (Punool-Sathatha). Ordinarily people
who speak Telugn are known as "Sathanis". Regarding the ir popula-
tion various claims have been made. According to the 1921 Census
their population then was 15,882, 1In the representations made to us,
claims upto 1 lakh have been made. It is reasonable to assume that
the present population will be around 25,000. Besides Madras,
large pockets of this community are found in Kanchipuram, Tiruchy
and Srivilliputhur though a few people may be found in other places
as well, Replies to the questionnaire were received from Aruppu~-
kibttai, Gudiatham, Salem and Guduvancheri. ‘

’ As a temple community, their traditional profession is officia-
ting as priests in temples, where non-brahmin peoples are entertained,
pexforming minor temple services in Vaishnava temples, making gar-
lﬁgds‘and decorations for temples etc. Diteracy in the mothér‘tengue
mugt have been little nmore extensive because of their temple duties
and it was usual for their men to work as Astrologers and Village
Teaqhersh With this, it was not very difficult for them to take
anantage of the educational facilities extended to Backward Commu-
nities in recent years. Jn the representation made on behalf of this
people in Ramanathapuram district, it is stated t hat they have 10
grdduates, 1 Doctor, 1 EBngineer and a few college Lecturers, for a
population of about 100 families or roughly 500 people. In North
Arcot for a population of about 1,000, as claimed in their represen-—
tation, they have 8 graduates, and 1 L.I.M. From informations
collegted from the representations made by several individuals and
assoclations both in writting as well as oral, the community whose
populatior is estimated by the most reliable amongst them as between
15 and 20 thousand, has about 20 graduates, 5 Engineers, 10 Doctors
§AProfessional Degree holders and very many of them are employed
in Government services, As far as Salem city is concerned, it is
s?ateqy literacy i English would be about 35 per cent and Salem
district has ' a large number of University Degree holders compared
to their swmall population.

‘Pt %s true, it is not an agricultural community and their land
boldlng 1s inconsiderable. They have not mademuch headway in business
04 88 any other sphere. But their progress in education and atleast
in , Government service is quite substantial. Their share being
propggtionately very much higher than that of many other Backward
including Most Backward. Communities, as is borne out by our Statis-
tics., ' ‘

The entry in the list may be c hanged to Sathatha Srivaishnava
including Shattanies. ( f/rg'pr;. i apn, e Woud, 0"55#&0 2 Mmuc
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CHRISTIANS :

Item No. 4 in the list of Scheduled Caste Converts (Annexure
¢ -~ Other Eligible Communities) in the Notification of the
Department of Harijan Welfgre.

Ttem No. 152 in the list of Backward Classes (Converts to
Christianity from the Scheduled Castes ‘only persong who are
themselves converts) of Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission,
Madras. '

‘ Christians have been living in Tamil Meodu and at:Madras for the
last nineteen hundred years. The population for all Christians as
projected from 1961 Census for 1971 is 20,95,127. Indian Chris-
tians were all converts from various communities of Hindus from the
highest to the lowest according to them. They fall into three
groups:

(a) Those from the Scheduled Castes and Tribes; about 50 per
cent mostly in Chingleput, South 8nd North Arcot and Théne
javur. districts. , N

(b) Those from the Backward Classes; about 30 per cent in
large numbers in Kanyakumari and Tirunelveli districts,

(¢) Those from the non-Backward Classes Classes list, about
20 per cent and spread all over the d istricts.’

SCHEDULED CASTE CONVERTS : ;

"No separate statistics of converts from the Scheduled Castes
are available from official records. But fped the yederds produced
before the Commission and other available particulars, a reugh esti-
mate can be made of the different groups.

From the printed copy of the Census of 3965 for Madurai Archdio-
ces consisting of Madurai district escept Dingigul Division, Rama-
nathapuram District and Tirunelveli district except Tuticorin divi-
sion, out of a total population of 2,46,500 Catholics, Scheduled
Castes converts are 82,510 and the Backward Classes, 1,38,600, From
the Memorandum presented at Madurai it is stated that 25 per cent .
are literate and 10 per cent are S.8.L.Cs. and a majority of them
are teachers. ' ‘

The represgntation of behalf of the Scheduled Castes and Back-
'ward Classes Christians of Tiruchy dioces c®nsisting of 3 taluks
of Tiruchy diastrict, besides Dindigul and Palani of Madurai district;
states that there are about two lakhs eof Christians of whom 3} lakhs

- are Catholics, that 35 per cent are from Scheduled Castes and 40 per

cent from the Backward Classes. Among the Shheduled Castes converts,
10 per cent are literate, 1 per cent S.S4L;C. holders and ,05 per
cent are graduates and tha} this is the situation of the Christian
Scheduled Castes fwoughout the State#as a wholé. A memorandum pre-
sented &t Tindivanam on behalf of the Archidiocese of Cuddalore and
Pondicherry ‘'has stated that there are 1,68,790 Catholics out of
which 80 per cent are from the Scheduled Castes, Another memoran-
ﬁﬁhﬁirom Panikkamkuppam, via Panrutti, presegted at Cuddalore

_skiités that excluding Chidambarah taluk, for seven taluks in South

_;%“a&;df:district for which particulars are given for each taluk,’

‘4~‘ ) - N .l
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it comes to 85,477 for Harijan converts and 32,170 for Vanniar
converts, Detailed figures have also been given in a tabulated
form. .In the representation from Aniladi in Gingee taluk, out of
4,808 Catholics, 4,327 are parayars and 436 Sakkiliars,

The memorandum of the Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes
Christians of Kumbakonam Diocese consisting of three taluks in
Thanjavur district and six taluks in Tiruchy district with a popula-
tion of 1,50,000 @hwsstians of whom, 1,35,000 are Catholics, states
that 40 per cent are Scheduled Caste converts,

A memorandum on behalf of the Thanjavur Diocese was presented
by Tuiru A.Y.S. Parisutha Nadar, M.L.A. in the questionnaire form
issued by this Commission. This Diocese consists of ten taluks
of Thanjavur district. Chidambaram taluk in South Arcot district
and Alangudi and Thirumayam taluks of Tiruchy district. The Shhe-
duled Caste converts are 62,319,

The Catholic Association at Coimbatore in their memorandum
presented on 4th June 1970 at Coimbatore have stated that the
Scheduled Caste converts in Coimbatore district are about 20,000
out of 76,000 Catholics. It mentions 15 per cent as literates,

2 per cent as §.S5:L.C. holders, 3 per cent as graduates. They
have further stated on 4th June 1970 pointing out the discrimina-
tion and stating that 50 per cent are from the Scheduled :Castes.

The Vellore Catholic Diocese an Association in its memorandum:
presented at Vellore has stated that the Christian population in
the North Arcot district is about 50,000 out of which 75 per cent
are from the Scheduled Castes. It states that the educated are
employed as elementary school teachers,and some in High Schools,
as Policemen and as Cderks. It states that none is employed in
any uigh post and that almost all are Clerks and Attenders.

, !

The Christian Youth Front in its memorandum dated 10th January
1970 and replies to the questionnaire dated 13th January 1970 has
stated that out of 8 lkkhs of Christians, Scheduled Castes Chrisi-
tians form about 2 per cent of the total population. They have
stated that during the last 22 years after Independence not even
10 Scheduled Caste Christians have secured seats in the Medical
Colleges, acd that there are only 2 Medical graduates in that
community. {t further points out that Scheduled Caste Converts
are given only certain concessions for scholarships as for Sche-
duled Castes as Most Backward, but for admission to Professional
and technical sechsols they are treated as Forward. ‘In answer to
the juestionnaire, it has stated that there xe about one lakh
Scheluled Castes and Backward Classes Christians in the City, and
that ‘about 10,000 professing Christianity are working as Scavengers
gnd 'Sweepers in the Corporation and other Municipalities,

The Church of South India.represénted’by the,Presidenﬁ of the

Tamil Nadu Christians Council représenting all the Protestant

. Dioceses in Tamil Nadu has sent a memorandum pointing out the dis-
crimination shown to the Christians and the existence of caste
distinctions and that the bulk about 80 per cent are from the
Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes.
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Representations at (jotacamund stated that there were about
7,000 families of Christian Harijans and also other Backward Classes

and pointing out the discrimination.

The President of the Catholic Union of India has represented
to the Government on 12th Magc 1970 to see that the Backward
Chrijtians are also included within the scope of the Commission's
enquiry. :

The Joint Council of Christians, Catholic and Protestant have
made a joint representation. ‘

. Rev. Fr.Jerome D'Souza. Member of Parliament, ‘at the time of
Amendment of the Constitution making provision for the Scheduled
Castes has given evidence about the representations to the Prime
Minister and the then President of India and’ his gpeech in Parlia-
ment regarding Scheduled Caste converts.

Scheduled Caste converts are mostly in villages and are mainly
agricultural labourers on daily wages. A few are tenants; a still
lesser number are small landowners. 1In cities and towns, they work

as butlers and house-hold servants in European and Anglo-Tndian
houses or as coolies,

There is an Association called the Depressed Class Christian
Association, Tirunelveli district with branches in Madurai district.
In ocher places these converts are members of Catholic Associations’
in witich other Christians are also members. In various other places -
visited by the Commission, representations were also made.

! . . _ : )
In elementary education in urban areas and to some extent in

_rural areas, they are perhaps more advanced, than their HAndu counter-

parts, as schools are run by missionaries where there are & large
number of Christians. 1In High School education also there-is some
progress. But in College and in particular, profession:l education
it is claimed that the progress is negligible. e

Most of the educated among‘them are employed as Téachers in
elementﬁry schools and in some high schools. Some are employed as
Clerits in Government offices and as last grade servants,

eial Ppsitiohé The representatives states that though Christi-
anity as such does not recognise caste, within the Church and-the

. Chursh authdrities do not discriminate among the Christians, still

it does exist among Christians in social and other private functions.
This is being tolerated and hot encouraged. . :

The existence of caste among Christians in South India has
been noted in severalipages in the Report of the Backward Classes
Commission of the Government of Pndia in 1955, Tt was also represan-
ted that particulars are entered in the baptism registers, school
registers and that certificates for scholarship give these parti-
culars. ‘It is also seen from the copy of the Census Report of °
Madurai Archidiocese in 1965, ’ ‘ ' '

~.Though in some villages they are in large numbers, because of -
their economic dependence on other communities, they do not wielg

Lquph_politicgl power.. InveconOmic-gpatu;zit'ié claimed with some
‘Justitication -that they are much worse that the Scheduled Castes

SN T



as they are denied any of the benefits given to the Yindu Scheduled
Castes by the Government of J dia since 1947;

The request for imore liberal treatment of Scheduled Class
Converts came also from representatives of other communities ine lu-
ding a Member of Parliament. some members of the Legislative
Assembly, Panchayat Union Chairmen,etc. Jn fact, the view has
been expressed by some that converts should he treated on a nap
with their Hindu counterparts. Their evidence is independent and
disiaterested and is, therefore, valuable,

Representations have heen received from converts from several
Backvard Classes in the list. Thev contend that there should bhe no
discrimination because of religion and that they are socially,
educationally and economically in the same position as their Hindu
brethren of similar communities.

The general demands of the Scheduleéd Castes converts are that
they should be given the same benefits and aids as on a par -cith
other Schednled Cistes.  They want that therc should ne no dis-—
crimination Gteaanse of their relig:on  n o7 veaian to Drnfessinn’;
colleges and -v shneong in the resev-nvon for cecruitment to the
services.

when edoe v ‘oncessions re givem ve ')l Sche . :ied Caste
converts, as Tor Loe sScoenled Cas oex . this resuriction m resnect
of services to onl: these ~ho are rthemuelves co. :rts his pract i-
cally shat them out from getting any benefit given as a Backward
Class. The fact that such restriction for Lahba:is. who aAre also
converts foom Minduism, :as not been imnosed has to he noted.
lie we ..+ o: the Scheliie (. = convirts to Christianity is
that the clause within brackets "(only persons who are thehselves
converts)" should therefore be delted appears to be justified.

Anglo-Indians and Indian Christians were allocated two out
of 12 posts in the services, as per G.0.No. 3437, Public (Servdces)
dated 21§t November 1947, It was reduced as 1 out of 14. After ’
this G.0. was set aside by the Supreme Court in 1951, the Madrasg
Government passed G.0.N0.2432, Public (Services), datdd 27t} Sep-
tember 1951, providing for reservation for Backward Classes ag
mentioned in the G.0.Ms.No.839, Education, dated 6th Apral 19s]
and vhat converts to Christianity from the Scheduled Castes wi] ],
be regarded as Backward Classes, Under Rule 92(c) of Madras Ldp-
cational Rules, it was stated that the concession would bhe “ivan
to Scheduled Caste converts only if the conversion was of tﬂe
pupil or his parznt or gwardian,

On a representation by the Principals of the Agricultural
Colleges at Coimbatore and Bapatla in June 1951, that many candj-
dates claimed to be converts from Scheduled Castes and whéther
it could be restricted to converts in the present generation op
whet.er certificates from any authority should he insisted upop
the dovernment ordered in Memo. No. 47126 M/51 F & A dated 4th
July 1951 that the candidates should be converts in t he Dregent
generation and that no certificates need be insisted upon, This
was later adopted for admission to medical and other colleges aisn

negligible.
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Later on a reierence %y the Madras Publi. Sey¢vice Commission,
this was interpreted as including only a person who is himself a
convert to Christianity for purposes of appointment and admission
to technical and prefessional colleges.

Though educational concessions are given for all Scheduled
Castemconverts to Christianity, the restricted interpretation in
respect of admission to Technical Colleges and for services works
a great hardship as they continue to be socially, economically and

educationally backward.,

DASARI

(Item No. 19 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission,

Item No. 18 in the list of Backward Classes of Departmeﬁt'
of Backward Classes.)

Dasari is a mendicant class of Vaishnavites found in all parts
of the country speaking different languages. In villages they are
popularly known as 'Thadan' which is said to be a corruption of the
Sanskrit 'Dada', Their traditional occupation is to go about early
in the morning, particularly 'in the Tamil month of Margazhi, recit-
ing ballads and hymns. They use titles like -'Auna'and "Ayya',
against their names. TRarlier Censuses have recsrded Dasari sepa-
rately in almost all districts. Among them the Telugu speaking Dasa-
rifsd are more numerdus. People belonging to this cagte in Salem
district speak Canarese but call themselves Jangams.

The only representation received from them was at Thanjavur.
They were not able to give detailed information about their numeri-
cal size and socio-economic status. All that they could say was
that even today they continpe their trational occupation as bards
and go about blowing conches in the mornings € Margazhi month., The
villagers pay them in kind and for a whole year a family may get
about 10 bags of paddy.- They also go out for work in the tields on
wqges. Their present size would be about 10,000. Their educational
attainments are very poor and representation in Government services
They are classified under Most Backward Classes which

igs reasonable.

S~

DEVADIGA (No. 20 in the list of Backward Classes).

Devadigas of South Canara were included in the list of Backward
Classes in Grant-in-Aid Code in 1912 an&’s%nce then Devadigas without
the qualification of South Camara has continued t? remain in the
list. Even then, the Devadigas, were to be fougd in no other distris#t,
The Commission did not receive any representation on behalf of this
comhunity nor is there any information'that !q-bgrg of this community
arefbo be found in Tamil Nadu, There is no justification for retain-

ing it in gur list.

'DEVANGA: .

No. 21 in Annexure D of the list of Backward Classes of Department
of Backward Classes.
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No. 22 in Annexure II of the list of Backward Classes of the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commission List.

The Devanga community is another of the weaving castes speaking

a language other than Tamil, though even in 1921 Census a few thousand

spoke Tamil and Malajpalam. They are also known by the name of Sedan
(1ist No. 124). Their common title is Chettiar. Their poepulation
is found in Coimbatore, Salem, Madura, Ramnad Districts, Telugu or
Kannada speaking Devangas are found side by side in the towns of the
former two districts. On the whole there are probably more Telugu
speakers than Kannada speakers. 1In Salem there is a certain amount
of rivalry between Kannada speakers and Telugu speakers and the
general feeling is the Kannada Devangas are mare advanced. Those
living in Madurai and Ramnad districts speak Kannada, and others
Tamil. 1In Madurai district, they are found inthe taluks of Peria-
kulam, Dindigul and Uthamapalayam, while in the Ramnad district

they are concentrated in the Taluks of Aruppukottai and Karaikudy.

POPULATION : ,

2. For the Tamil districts, excluding Kanyakumari, the Census
taken in 1921 discloses a population of 1,61,469. We can roughly
project thepopulation of 1§71 as 296,731; or nearly 3 lakhs, though
their representatives have generally claimed a population of 10
lakhs and at Erode they claimed 40 lakhs and in Coimbatore 50 lakhs.

3. About 80 to 85% of this community people are engaged’in
weaving. Only a small percentage are pursudng agricultural opera-
tions; either as small land holders or as tenants or as agricultural
labourers. In some places in Thanjavur and South Arcot Districts
which we visited it is said nearly 25% of the population are takinyg
to agriculture. On or two schools and a college are run by this
community;‘particularly in Ramnad and Madurai districts near Aruppu-
kottai. The representatives of this community from Madurai and
Ramnad districts urged before us that if college and hostel facili-
ties are made available in each taluk near the places of their
living, there will be a spurt in education. For improvement in

the economic sphere, useful suggestions were made by the represen-
tatives of this weaving community. One such suggestion is that
allied inddstries like printing, calendering, readymade garments
making should h2 started to provide alternative employment for the
weaving castes, Particularly the representatives from the Ramnad
district, which is considered as backward district urged that
Government should exploit the natural resources like gypsum, limg
stone, ete. for starting chemical industries near Aruppukottai
area, Still some other representatives of this community have
suggested that cu-aperative endeavours should be made for manu-
‘facture of zari, metallic yarnjetc. There was also persistent
request to provide financial assistance either through banks or
directly from the Government by way of loans/etc. for sharting
industrial enterprise allied to weaving industry; or, otherwise,

As in other weaving castes there are Master Weavers here as well
and their prosperity has provoked some resentment amongst the
ordinary weavers. '

The community is fairly well organised and served by good
leadership. The progress in education is considerable and Devanga
students are considered quite competitive in spirit,,‘Thougp
relative figures regarding graduates and services are not g
the following figures given for Madurai are interestingi
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Engineer 6; Doctors 3; Graduates 3; Lawyers 3; and non-fezetted
teachers 100,

In 8alem, Erode and Coimbatore also there is evidence of progress.
The ir grievance is that they are not adequa®@ly  represented in
Government services. In some places they asked for facilities
similar to Scheduled Castes. Unlike other weaver communities, these
people have shown interest in agriculture and industries as well.
This is one of the few communities which took pains to take figures
of educated umemployed in Madras and Ramnad districtses. There are
135 5.8.L.Cs, with less than 5 years standing, remaining unemployed.

Judged by statistics of employment and education their class has
made very good progress.

The entry should be Devangar according to some of the represen-
tatives as this is more current usage.

(No. 24 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu Public
Service Commission.)

(No. 23 in the list of Backward Clagses md No, 11 in the list

of Most of Backward Classes of Department of Backward
Classes.)

Dommaras are socially the lowliest in soc iety. No proper rep-—
rdsentation has been made by these people. The =nly reprdsentation
was at Polur in North Arcot District where a haadful of them
appeared before the Commission. Even these pzople were not able
to give useful information about their population, concentration of
area and literacy standard. Pig rearing is one of their important
occupations and besides this both men and women folk go out for any
type of manu#l work. They generally live in thatched houses built
on Puromboke lands, Their literacy standard is practically nothing,
It is highly doubtful whether any Dommara is in Government services.

Dommara is trecated as a most backward class., Tnspite of that
they do not seem to have enjoyed any benefit whatsoever either in
education or in employment. It is seen that Dommara is classified
as a scheduled caste, item No. 15 throughout the State except in
Kanyakumari district and Sh ttah taluk of Tirunelveli district.

As such this need not figure in the list of Backward Classes,
Hence may be deleted.

DﬁDEKULAS:

(No. 24 in Annexure- D of the list of Backward Classes in the
Department of Backward Classes Notification.)

(No. 25 in Annexure-II of the list of Backward Classes in the
Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission list,)

Besides the Dabbais and Mappillas, the other Muslim group who
find a place in the Backward Classes list are the Dudekulas.
D@dekulas attribute their conversion to the Baba Fakrudeen, a saint
of Pennikonda, who in turn was a disciple of Nathad Vali, whose
tomb is at Tiruphirapalli. His followers mostly live in the Andhra
area round about Pennikonda., But we learn that some of the Dude-
kulas also live in the Taldwks of Attur, Salem and Namakkal in Salem
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district, in the taluks of Udayarpalayam, Musiri in Tiru#hirapalla
district, in the taluks of Kallakurichi and Tirukoilur in South
Arcot and in the City of Madras. None from heir group appeared -
pefore-us, 1t is said that they are very hackward. Some of them

et some scholarships. Their occupation 1is reported to he clean-

ing cotton and silk cotton and making mattresses,etcn .. an occu-
pation closely similar to that of the Panans of Kanyakumari District.

materials from which we could

wWe do not have with us any
of Dudekulas in Tamil Nadu.

indicate the present population

As regards their present backward condition, we have no
precise information as no representation from this class gave oral

or return evidence.

GANGAVARAS :

(1tem No.
Public Service Commission

29 in the list of Backward classes of Tamil Nadu

Ttem No. 27 1in the 1ist of Backward Classes of Department
of Backward Classes,)

r seems to be a caste whose traditional occupation

Gangava
The only representation received

is lime burning and brickmaking.
was from the Secretary of Gang
This representation claimed that the caste is spread over the State
and may have a population of nearly 1 lakh. _Nothing could be said
about the accuracy of this figuge,,since it has not been recorded

separately in any of the earlier Censuses. Even in the Collectors’
reports this has been reported only from Coimbatore wherein ahout

750 people are said to be living.

The representution has givan some statistics, but they relnte
to only Madurat district. They are chiefly found in Uthamapalayam
and Bodinayakanur aredas, mostly liying in villages carrying on‘
cultivation, petty trade and lime burning. Out of one thousand
population covered in the reply to the questionnaire only about
20 are said to be small land holders. Their literacy Sthndurd i
stated to be very low and 25% of them can read and write Tamil,
Girls' education is very poor and ofly one girl from that area
to S.8.L.C. Seven or eight persons are employed in

has studied wp-
e in non-gazetted posts as elementary gschool

Government servic
teachers and last grade servantsg.

From the ropresentation 4 is seen that it is @ numerically

caste and that their soclo economlic condition ig realy low

small
in education also has not been impressive.

The ir progress

IDIGA:
(Item No. 36 in the list of Backward Classes of the Depart-

ment of Backward Classes.)

(Ttem No. 38 in the list of Backward Classes of the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commission,)

a including Setti Balija is included in the list of Back
The 1921 Census enumerates Idiga, Arya Idiga,
e group and the total population for Tamil Nadu

Idig
ward Classes.

Setty Balija as on

avaras Association in Madurai district.

excluding Kanyvakumari Distoi  was thea 15,655 Tiiga is found i
ihe list of Backward Classes =since 1910, T th';ntrv *[diga m
(including Selti Balija)" aas imsertod onie in 1005, Even qi

early as 1943, o doubt was euniertataed abovi including Se#f; Balaja

in this category and Governme-i had ordered 37 4. 0.Ms, No.37
Bducation, dated 27th February 1918 that onls Seitl Bglij; upils
infhe districtg of Hast Godavari, west Godavari. ¥rishna ang gi';ll
patnam may he ailowed fee concessions, It weunld unpeaf fﬁerefir{la_
Lhat Setti Balija is not svnonymous with l1diga. lﬁigas’wé}e fth?, d
in the Backward Classes l:st as they aleme (and not Setti Ra]iiaalne
were today tappers and tree ¢limbers. dheyv enjpocr to be the Tgluwu
equivalent of the Timil Shanans. No reply to the gquestionnaire )
wag received from any repcesen:atives of this community. Oral
evidence was tendered betore us by K.V. Varadarajula, Advocate of
Vellore. He contended that there are only a few families of todd
tappers belonging to this community and speaking Telugu in the disz
tricts of North Arcot and Chingleput and 1t 1s wrong to equate
Setti Balija with Ldiga, Though they have adupted the title of
Naidu like most Telugu speaking people, they did not adonpt the title
Chetty. According to him, the populati on of tire ldiga cbmmunitv
in Tamil Nadu is very small and f4elr economic condition is denior-
ihle’ After enforcement of prohibition in Tamil Nadu, many of them
¢ft and there may be a larger number of Idigas Chit l
other Andhra distracts. Th§ comnunity is ig?li Qngzigzgoﬁrzgd
social stigma and is regarded socially as u veryv inferior caste,.

The: are very fevw Aducabad men wad the sisne: <0 of literary
apparently is vory pood thoagh wo evigsca o o iilable. The fact
that the represcntuiivss of wbis commuinit. 4.t o0 come forward

to submit writter wenlics to fhe que. d iovnalor sg perhaps an indi-

cation of the very puol cirvenmeiacices ano wheth hils i i

| Ly pror wde ; ‘,J \hm,‘ 1s community is
placed. Mr. Varadava julu requesied thet Id.ga should be included
in the list of Most Baclayard (lasses and should be given all the
facilities that are now extended to Tarisans, Sines this iz a
small community and is comparable to the "Sonang” of Pa.il Nadn
they may continue to be 1n the list of Backward “lasses, L.t Setli
Balija in paranthisils may be deleted since the intention ot the
Government to inciade this caste in the lusi wna Lo ¢ver ncupir
in Telugu districts only. | o

ILLUVAN (IZHUVAN, TLLATHAR):
(Item No. 40 in the list of Backwyard Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission, ‘

Item No. 38 in the list of Backward Classes of Depart
of PBackward Classes;) partment

Illuvan is a caate found in the Southern districts, Tirunelveli
Ramanathapuram, Kanyakumari and Madurai; their Lraditional eccu- -
pition was toddy tapping. They entry 'Eshuvans’ relates to ftheir
counterparts in Kerala. n view of their hereditary occupation
of toddy drawing and disti]ling liquor they are also called ‘Sarayak-
kara Pillaimars'. Gradually they had switched over to other éccu;
pations of a diversified nature, which include agriculture, weavin
petty trade, Government service, tailoring etc. Many WUrk,as £,
coolies in land and also in cotton mills, Their rep}esentatiVes
me® the commission at Ramanathdpuram. There were some written .
replies to the questionnaire, 1In 1921 Census, the Tamil speakin
r11luvans' accounted for about 39,000, The Collectors' reportsvg

A
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i jndicate their concentration in Ramanathapuram,.Tirunel—
52221133,Kanyakumari districts; and the total popglation is reckoned
aa 56,983. They have, however, claimed a population of severa% .
jakhs. As is the custom among 24 Manai Chetty, Illuvans are 41v1ded
among five houses (‘&daﬂi ) and marriage is not allowed within the
same house. Of late, they genergally style themselve§ as.Illuthu
Pillaimar and their association is called 'Ialuthu Pfllalmar
Sangam', But in different areas they are known by dlffergnt names
like Ezavans, Panikkar, Siruvaikudi Vellalar, Sivgfpdra P1%1§1mar,
Seerkud Vellalar, etc., (haghhips in securing community certificates
from the officials, They say that officials insist that they .
should declare their caste name as Ezhavan (Illathar). If they
call themselves 'Illathu Pillaimar', the officials refuse to issue
certificates, This is the case whhre the caste people in their '
desire to assume a more respectable caste name run into difficulties
in getting certificates. Therefore, it is necessary that the
entry is changed suitahly to alleviate their grievance. 'Illathu
Pillaimar' is generally acceptable to them and hence the present
entry which reads as 'Illuvan (Ezhavan, Illathar) may be changed
to 'Illathu Pillaimar'. 'Ezhavan' can be deleted since it relates
to the toddy drawers in Kerala,

Their educational standards is calimed to be poor; but, it
could be stated that there are number of graduates among them.
Some of them are Doctors, Engineers and Lawyers and their literacy
standard cannot be considered very low. Statistics show that they
have done fairly well in employment and education.

ISAT VELLALA or MELAKKARAN:

(Item No. 37 in the list of Backward Classes of Department
of Backward Classes Notification.

Ttem No. 39 in the list of Backward Classes of the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commission.)

This caste finds an entry in the list of Backward Classes and
the Isai vellala (Melakkaran) in Thanjavur district is listed
among the Most Backward Classes. The entry relating to the
Thanjavur District was made in the 1list of Most Backward Classes
in 1957, 7Tt would appear that this caste received very little
attention from society and from Government before 1942. Needless
to say there is no separate enumeration in the densus, 1921 or

earlier years., It is obviously included in the omnibus class,
Vellala, .

2. Since the abolition of the Devadasi system consideraple
socio-economic changes have taken placd affecting this caste - but
no con§egted attempt was madd to rehabilitate these people either
by Government or by Social reformers. Wherever there are temples,
observing the Brahminic rituals of worship, a few families of . £
Isai Vellalas are to be found. They serve as musicians and per-—
form other temple auxiliary services. They might have been enjoy-
ing inams or maniyams under the old system. But now the musicians,
particularly those who play the Nathaswaram and its accompanl@ents
are given small salaries and packets of food serve§m?o the deity.
Though music and Bharathanatyam have’ been the trgdlt}pnal_pcnupa—
tions of these people, their position in the social strata was
always considered low and they have hever ?een able to aqhiev;lany
advancement economically, socially, educationally or politically.

e

As Thanjavur has the largest number of temples, insvitably a very
large section of the population is to be found scattered among the
temple towns and villages of this district, though a few families
.are to be found in similar villages and towns in all the other
Tamil districts. '

3. The Commissien could not ascertain the precise reasons for
including the Isai Vellala or Melakkaran of Thanjavur District alone
in the list of Most BackwaPd Classes. When this question was posed
to the representatives of the caste, who apneared beforejus, two
divergent explanations were given to us. The Thanjavur spokesmen
alleged that their population is the heaviest in Thanjavur District
and their people have no other occupation but the traditional one
of performing music. In other districts, according to them, not
only the other castes have taken to Nathaswaram and allied music,
but the Isai Vellala also have taken to other occupations like :
weaving. The spokesman of this caste at Chidambaram, however, alleged
that the Vidwans of Thanjavur were influential and, therefore,
they got their caste recognised as Most Backward and the people
in other districts were not well organised at that time to launch
an agitation in their favour. Whatever the reasons might have
been, our general impression is that JIsai Vellala of Thanjavur
being entirely depending on music and temple service deserve greater
attention and the present distinction is not altogether unjustified.

4. There is no wmeams of ascertaining the pcpulation of this
caste. Some of the witnesses who appeared befors us estimated
their population might be thc order of 3 lakhs throughout the State.
Though this is an cbvious exaggeration, thé population for the
whole of Tamil Nadu may be between one and one and half lakhs. _We
received written representations from individuals and groups in
Tiruchirapalli, Madurai, Lkamanathapuram, South Arcot and Thanjavur
districts and oral evidence was also tendered at many pliaces in
all these districts. But none of these representatives were in
& position to give us even rough figures of population, literacy,
education and employment. From the information availahle of scholar-
ships, the number of boys and girls enjoying pre~matric or pnost-matric
scholarships is very small indeed for a population of 1} lakhs.
Even this progress in high school and college Education has been
made only in recent years. In the past no education beyond a
smattering of Tamil was regarded essential for them and men were
even less educated thaf the women. The number of men holding
gazetted or higher posts is even now only a handful. They have

secured no voice in local administration or even in Temple adminis-
tration even now,

5. One of the reasons why these people have not taken to hard
labour and other economic pursuits is the fact that as they are tradi-

tionally musicians, they are reluctant to use their fingers for

work which will render them ldater unfit for the gentle artﬁbf’nlaying\

on musical instruments. This is a kind of traditional inhibitions
which has s£ood in the way of men and women of this caste taking to
competitive.jobs. Like all communities whose pursuits are a
esthetic, they are vilerable to rapid decadance unless & programme
of ‘rehabilitation ig planned out for them. This can only be done
ter a more intensive study of the envirdﬁﬂhnta of the physical
" aWd mental make-up of the growing generation, and of the social
Q?ndicaps they may encounter. . It is heartening nevertheless to .
Hear that they are devoted to and proufl! of their $raditional occu-.

P

ﬁgbdiigé and would like steps to be taken to make this more respectable
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and more rewarding. Why the Melam profession should be regarded as
socially inferi®r in this part of the country is a matter which can
be examined only by the psychologists, But evidence is riot lacking
to show that the profession is getting more and more respect.

6, With the decline of the demand for musicians for marriage
and other social occasions, and with the economies observed in
temple festivals, the remuneration for the artistes except for the
top few is now very unattractive. Hindu Religious Endowment Depart-
ment apd various mutts and temple authorities should be moved to
fix a minimum remuneration of a troupe for Nathaswaram players,
consisting of four persons at not less than Rs.200/- to Rs.300/-
p.m. according to the importance of the temple. Even this will
not be subsistence wages, but would be a great advancement on the
present level of wages which ranges from Rs.10/- to Rs.35/- per
head according to the information given to us. There is also a
good case for giving o0ld age pension to these artistes who have
served in temples and mutts for more than 20 years when they reach
the superannuation age of 60, Their request that they should be
assigned lands from temple property and should bhe helped to build
their own houses also appears very reasonable. Though most of
the representatives of the caste urged for opening of more Nathas-
waram schools, the Commission does not think it desirable to
encourage this in the prevailing socio-economic conditions in the
State. As a measure of rehabilitation for the women of this caste,

who ordinarily do not come in for field work or for cooly labour,

the women's Welfare Department might draw by a scheme of imparting
instruction in needle work, embroidery, tailoring and other-allied
arts, (Qualified women in the caste should also be preferred as

Instructors of Music in all schools and particularly in girls
schools,

7. From the sociological point of view, it'is interesting to
record that in districts like South Arcot, Chingleput and Coimba-
tore and to some extent in Tiruchirapalli there is a tendency for
the Isai Vellalas to merge or to identify themselves with Sengun-
thars,. In fact at Tiruchirapalli we received a representation from
an Association styling itslef as Isai Vellala - Sendunthar S‘ngam.
It may be, that some Isai Vellalas have taken to weaving, the tradd-
tional oceupaiion of the Sengunthars, and have thus-merged with
them; or there may be other soc ial factors operating for such
merger or iddntification, Though the leaders of the Sengunthar
community do not accept the existence of this tendency openly, the

representatives of Igai Vellala caste have frequently expressed
the prevalence sf s=nch tendency.

JANGAM :

Jangam figures as Item 43 in the Tamil Nadu Public Service
Commission list and as Item 41 in the Notification of Director of
Backward Classes. This' is also included in the list of Most Back-
ward Classes, but shown under paranthesis against Item 4 'Andipan-—

daram'. Jangam is one of the many Non-brahmin priestly classes
but of Telugu origin. ' .

Only one representgtion has been received from this community
in the form of reply to the Questionnaire from Salem district. It
ig claimed that most of the people do temple services and are
engaged in flower garland making, flower selling etc. * Thiru
A. Rasamanikam who sent a reply, claims that the Jangam people are

25

distributed all over the State with 2 population of nearly 1 lakh.
This should be taken as an exaggeration. According to 1921 Census,
they accounted for 30,942 and a reasonable estimate for the current
year would be 60,000. They are chiefly found only in the Nortﬁefn
districts, particularly in Salem, Coimbatore and@ North Arcot adjoin-
ing the Mysore State. Salem district alone accounts for 50 per cemt

- of their total population., The reply to the Questionnaire which is

confined to Salem district, states that there are on1¥.3‘Graduates,
2 Engineers and about 60 Teachers, Few are employed in Government
gervice in Non-Gazetted positions.

JHETTY ;

(Item No. 44 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission)

(Item No. 42 in the list of Backward Classes of the Depatment
" of Bgckward Classes)) “

Jhettys are a small Telugu speaking peop}e mostly found‘ln
Mysore and Andhra Pradesh. 1In Tamil Nada thglr number is very
insignificant., According to the representation made by the Secre-
tary of Jhetty Welfare Organizatioh, Madras, their present popula-
tion is only 5,000, 1In 1921 Census they numbered 158, In the past
they were chiefly found only in Thanjavur district because of royal
patronage. ) :

According to their representation, this cqmmunity people
mostly live in towns and cities and their men seek lower graQe'
services in Government and in commercial firms. They are ne%ther
agriculturists nor found to be engaged in any typg gf degrgdlng
work. The literacy standard is fairly good in this community.

This caste's name perhaps included in the list of Bgckwarﬁ
Classes when Madras was a composite Statey Since there is a very
small minority, there is no need to disturb their position in the
list.

JOGI .
(Item No. 45 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission.) '

(Item No. 43 in the list of Backward Classes and Item No, I8
" jn the list of Most Backward Classes of Department of
Backward Classes.) o !

Jogi is one of the humblest among the very Backward Classes.
Their main occupation is rearing pigs and scavenging. Street
cleaning and scavenging in villages and towns are done solely by
this class of people. They live in small slums isolated from the
other caste people and‘tpeir living conditions are pathetic. But
in Municipal areas housing ¢olonies have been provided.for theg.
Socially they are treated as a lowest class. Their living c9nd1-
tions are worse ‘than those of Scheduled Castes and untouchabllityv
applies te them. ) :

: . : g PR : o
* One representation received from them claims‘aipopqlationIOf
20,000 for the caste for the whole State. Actually their nuigber
would be more. Due to their ignorance and absence of mobility and

7
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Py

contact among them, have under-estimated their'sizetyyl)ﬁmth
this would be the only case which the Commission cabr BEhahly

claiming its size. Their literacy standard is practibéﬁiﬁsi :g@er—

and even to-day all children are not being sent to Scﬁoéﬂé othing,

treated as Most Backward Classes, they do not seen to.hqv nb Though

fited anything from the State welfare measures during éheel ene-

20 years, Most of them are not even aware of many conCess,&st .

to them in the matter of education and in recruitment to 10“% given

Unless the ddpartment takes special effort to popularige :;rV1ces.

schemes among them and take whatever aids intended for th e

theii doorfsteps, there does not seem to be any chance Ofefhgz‘y
eople comin i i . .

gaszesn g up in society. Their level is with the Scheduled

KAIKOLAN :
(No. 48 in Annexure D of the Notification of Backward Cla
ala asses

of the Department of Backward Classes and No., 49 in An
° nexure -

II of the list of Backward Classes in the i
Service Commission list). Tamil Nadu Public
Numerically the Kaikolars are the bi . .

. higgest wea LN
T§m11 Nadu. They are also known as 'Senguntharvf V;Eg zaste in
title is Mudaliyar, though in some places the title Nai me?n
used. The sub-divisions of this caste as given in Th nar 1s also
Caste and Tribes are: urston's

S0ZMIA, RATTU, SIRVTALI, PERVTALI
VR%?TI. , SIR PADAM AND SEVAGHA

Their sub-divisions have lost much of their rigidi '

. . igid

their representatives admitted that there is D%aci:ya??d most of
divisions or sub-castes now. ¢ Yy no sub-

2, The Kaikolars or Senguntha Mudaliya ,

all the districts of Tamil Nadu, with parzizu?:i iguﬁd dlsp?rsed in
the districts of Chingleput, North Arcot, South Arcnzentrat]on in
Coimbatore, Tiruchirapalli and Tirunelveli, Their‘g" Salem,
tration is undoubtedly in North Arcot, Salem and ¢ b1ggest concen-
1921 Census discloses their population as 3,81 02401mbatore( The
districts {Kanyakumari excluded), and their’prése thr the Tamil
estimated to he about 7 lakhs, Like others, thi nt population ig
exaggerated its population as 20 lakhs, ’ s caste also hag

3. The majority of these people a i

traditional occupztion; and soge go trzset;i}yzigaged in their
The family must be taken as a unit; since the‘en:: and tgxtilesn
found engaged in the occupation. Their monthly i e fawlly is

be somewhere in the region of Rs. 60/- or Rs 70/n00me is said to
cent of the population subsist on such meﬂgré in =. About 90 per
Bave taken to agriculture or to trade other tha come. Very few
or to any other industry. n textile trade,

4, A small section of the communit i : *

have retained.a degree of econoziEOZE;iz:ng °f master

other weavers and sometimes own many 100m2ca° They

weavers as piece-rate wages. The children of thei; fami

have taken to education and employment in Governme t fmilies

years children of actual weavers have also taken tz ;du§2t?ecent
ion

weavers

f inance
employing

a7

taking advantage of scholarships and reservations, Thereé are a
few organisations for this community. The' 'Then india Sengunthar
Maha jana Sangam' is the oldewst and best known one. It is runnin
a hostel, behind the Pachaiappa's School in Harrigton Road. ft ¢
wag also conducting a newspaper for the benefit of the coméunity

" by name 'Senguntha Mithran'. Some poor students are given scholar-

ships. The above organisations and some prominent individuals like
Prof. A. Palaniappa of Madurai, besides submitting written replies
also met us in the different places and gave oral evidences,

Their grievance is that in pite of all the ameliorative measures
taken by the Government to improve the lot of Handlook weavers;
their conditions still continue to be backward both economicali

and educationally. Like other backward casteg they also claim y
proportional representation in Government Services and feor admissien
to educational and technical institutions. They also stressed

the need for a lower standard of marks for their boys and girls

who are unable to compete with the forward communities in educaéion

and in competitive tests.

To better their economic condition, 1t was suggested that'the
Government should start Dyes and Chemical Industries and also a
Industry to manufacture metallic yarn, which is so essential to
weavers, One uniform request from individuals and organisations
waqs that the benefit extended to the Scheduled Classes should also

be extended to them.

5. Bxtreme poverty, poor living conditiong, and the occupa-
tional hazards of their professiocn have had noticeable effect on
their health, and particularly the health of their children.

The Commission noticed this in sgveral villages and brought this
to the notice of some of the caste leaders, who immediately

arranged for a health survey to be made in some selected villages.

It would be degirable for the Government to get some tesgt
e of weaver settlements. The upper crust in this

survey of som
bstantial progress in education and employment

caste has made su
as our statistics reveal.

The entry should read Kaikolar (Sengunthar). The-spelling
Gaikolar should be avoided.

KALAVANTHULA.

(1tem No. 15 in the list of Backward Classes.)
ity was included in the list of Backward Classes
appetded to the Madras Educational Rules in 1924. According to
the information furnished to ?he Government at that time, this
was obviously 8 Telugu community belonging to thegame class as
Begam, Sani or Dasi, 1i.€. the dancing g?rls community. “Thurston
observes Kalavanthula are dancers and singers who like other girls
are courtesans. The name ogcurs_not on%y in South Canara but also
It is quite obvious that this community is

This commun

o 3 country. .
in the Telagu Tamil caste. But small numbers of them were “also

fore, nO_t a . . .
ES;EZPS gound in Thanjavur, Tiruchirapalli and South Arcot. If

: .it is very likely that th i:
as the case in 1924, | likely t] e community
such W ored out or its members have migrated to Andhra Pistrict
oy aimid ities in Tamil Nadu.
g mixed with 51m}lar commun it ' u. No
or perha£ation was received from this community by the Commission’

represen

vt
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nor is there any information that members of this Commugity.
maintaining their distinct identity still continue'to }1ve in
iamil digstricts. There is therefore no need to maintain this
community in our Backward Classes list.

‘May be deleted.
KALLAR.

(Item No. 52 in the 1ist of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission.)

(Item No. 51 in the Notification of Backward Classeg of the
Department of Backward Classes) :

(Item No. 45 — Piramalai Kallar in the list of Demotified
Pribes of the Notification of the Department.of Backward
Classes).

Kallars are one of the three castes included in the category
of Mukkulathor. Various meanings have been ascribed to explain
the term Kalla. Since the early years of this centery, the term
has been made notorious by the application of the Criminal Tribes
Act to the Piramalai Kallans of Ramanathapuram, Madurai and
Thanjavur districts. We have dealt with the application of the
Criminal Tribes Act and the Denotification and Reclamation Scheme
undertaken for their benefit in a separate chapter. According
to tradition the Kallars formed an important and strategic section
of the armies of the Tamil Kings and Chiefs in Dlden days, when
fighting was even more important profession than agriculture and
supported a larger population. The Kallars then were advance
guard, spies and gorilla troops, while the Maravas were then

. infantry troops and the Agamudayans were palace retainers and
occupation forces. According to some histegians the Kallars are
supposed to be descendents of the Kalabirahs. Whatever might hﬁve
been their origin, there always was a martial and fighting tradi-
tion attached to this people. The'Royal family of Pudukottai
belongs to this caste. With the abolition of the old Zamindari
system and,the decline of the fortune of the Royal Families and
the general deterioration in the economic conditions of the dry
cultivation areas of Madurai and Ramanathapuram districts the
plight of the Kallars deterioated. Their misery was aggravated
by the hardships imposed by the Criminal Tribes Act. The Rehabi-
litation measures under the Kallar Reclamation Scheme have brought
certain relief t: the youhger generation of this caste, in Madu-
rai and Ramanatfupuram districts.

The Kallars are found concentrated in Madurai, Ramanathapuram,
Thanjavur districts and scattered in Tirunelveli. They account
for 9 per cent of the population in Madurai and-10 per cent #n
Thanjavur and the projected population for 1961 is 8,42,509.

Their present population may be about 10 lakhs for the whole State,

though they claim a very much higher population.
~

We received written replies from Pudukottai, Madurai and Thanga-

vur districts and oral evidences also from many plﬂqgs we viséﬁgd
in all these districts. Thiru Mookkia Thevar, M.L.A. gave exten-
sive oral evidence on behalf of Piramalai Kallars andlgn bghalf of
Kallars in general. The Kallar representatives always-claimed
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kinship with the Maravar and Agamudayars and pleaded for the uplift
of all the three. Though the kinship between the three castes

was traditionally accepted they led separate existence without
inter-marriage etc. but in recent times there is some revival of
the concept of a kinship group, though the Agamudayans are rather
lukewarm about it. Thiru Thewar in his evidence observed that the
application of the Criminal Tribes Act debilitated his people,
while the other cultivating castes flourished and advanced. These
hardships led to considerable migration, and also to eventual de-
¢line in the population of the Kallars. Inspite of 50 years of
reclamation work according to him, there has been no substantial
imployment or in higher education. Very recently a College has
been started by his efforts and special encouragement #s given
thereby to the higher education of Kallars and other Backward
Classes’. He observed that var$ous grants which could he obtained
from the Central Government for the Denotified Tribes have not
been properly utilised. He pleaded for the extension to the
denotified Kallar all the facilities @ad pr#vileges which are now
being given to the Scheduled Castes.

Some but not all Kallars in Thanjavur district claim to have
mggrated from the southern districts, and the Nagapattinam Pira-
malai Kallars claim to have settled there only about two gene--
rations ag@. Most of them work as coolies in the harbours. They
live in huts built on temple lands and eke out a difficult exis-~
tence. ‘We met groups of Kallar representatives at Thalain¥aieru,
Thiruvarur and Thanjavur, Orathanad, Saliamangalam in Thanjavur
district and also at Pgltmkottaii, All the Thanjavur Kallars are
living in villages mostly as contract farmers and farm workers.
It 35 happens in most of the places they live, schools are not
ddequede. A1l of them complained about the absence of & subsi-
diary otcupation or an alternative craft which would bring them
work and wages during the long periods when there is so activity
on their farms. The general complaint voiced by representatives
outside was that while the Kallar Reclamation Scheme was con-
fined to the Piramalai Kallars in Madurai, it is not extended to
the Kallars or not even to Piramalai Kallars, who are settled in
other districts. It must, however, be stated that Kallars of
Thanjavur were never brought under the Criminal Tribes Act.
Being a community that has been hard hit in various directions
there is anxiety to malf@ good fast, and thus expect extensive

State assistance in all spheres. It cannot be said that except =

for Kallars Reclamation education work, the community would have

made any noticeable progress in education, employment or in the
general economic sphere.

[y

ship and the presence of a few wealthy landlords amongst them,

in certain areas the Kallars are looked upon as a potentially
powerful force. The misery and poverty of the ordinary people
can be guaged by the emanciated and illclad appearance of the
boys and girls in the reclamation schools, and the lower living
standard in some of the villages where State aided dwellings have
been built for them. These people require aid in several ways

for some time to come.

\

EAMMALANS (or KAMPALAS. or VISWABRAEMAN or VISWAKARMAS.):
(Item No. 82 in the 1list of Backward Classes of the.Notifi- .
cation of the Department of Backward Classes). -

o

—~cy

In view of their fighting quaiities, occassional gifted leader-
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(Item No. 53 in the list of Backward Classes - Annexure-II
of the Tamil Nadw Public Service Commission.) :

(Item No. 32 in the Madras Educational Rules' Backward
Classes list ~ Appendix 17-a).

The original form of the name 'Kammalan' appears to have
been 'Kannalar' or 'Kannalan' as given by Thurston, 'Kammalans',
'Kamsalas', "Viswa Brahmans' and 'Viswa Karmas' are some of the
variations in their caste name. The oridinary tile is Pathar
or Asari, The sub-division in the caste are of functional
basis, depending on the material they work on,

b) Kannan (Copper and brass and other metal works)

a) Thattan (Porkollan - Gold and silver smiths)
¢) Karumar of Kollan (Blacksmith)

§d Thacher (Carpenters and wood w.ukers) u§‘?

e) Kalthachen (Stone Mason, stone and metal image makers,:
and sculptures)

Being an artisan class, essential to village economy almost every
big villagghas a few families to cater to the needs of the
local population,

Organisations and individuals who came forward to give evidence
on behal® of this community in Tamil Nadu claimed a population
of 25 to 30 lakhs, The following figures represent the present
position as based on the 1921 Census.

==

1971

Caste | 1921 (€= projected)‘

KAMMALAN, KAMSALA, PANCHAIA,

VISVA BRAHMAN, VISVA KARMA:

Tamil . . .o 53'.,012 9,88,704
Kanarese .o .o - 4,026 7,399
Telugu . * o LI} LI R 80,980 . 1)483817

The present population may be taken as 11 lakhs.

An organisation named 'South India Visva Karma Maha jana
Sangam' appears io have been in existence from 1915; two other
State Associationg have recently come,up by name 'Tamilaga
Viswa Karma Community Association' and 'Tamilaga Viswa Karma
Association'; one having its centre at Madurai and other at
Madras respectively, A third association under the name 'Tamil
Nadu Visva Karma Service Society' also appears to have its
headquarters at Tiruchirapalli, Soon after the introduction of
the Gold Control Order, there was a spurt in forming organisa-—
tions and sabhas to venti§@te their grievances. Inspite of its
inclusion in the list of Backward Classes for a v#Fy long time
it is deplorable that except for literacy in the local language,
much progress has not been made. Their Associations claim that
there are only 200 graduates in the entire State; out of them
20 being advocates; 6 engineers and 6 doctors. Their represen—
tgtion in Government services is very poor indeed for a popula-
tion of over 10 lakhs. To our guestions the invariable answers
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have been that the boys and girls belonging to 'Viswa Karma!'
caste do not generally pursue c@llege and technical education
because of poverty and the practice of apprenticing them to
their hereditary profession at an early age. Absence of con-
centration of population, lack of political power, they allege,
have contributed to their backwardness inspite of their caste
being a numerically big one,

A gist of representation and request made by the community before us:

Having regard to the present backward conditions of this
community the persistent request was to treat them as Scheduled
Caste and extend all the facilities extended to Scheduled caste.
The second request was that an important sub-section of this
community namely the goldsmith have been thrown out from their
usual traditional occupations by an order of the Central Govern-
ment. In this connection a request was made that the loans
already advanceq should be treated as grants and that there
should be no attempt to recover them and even if they have to be
recovered a long duration sympathetic policy might be adopted,
Thirdly, most of their people do not own lands or houses. Rither
they-are living in pmramboke lands already threatened with evie-
tion proceedings; or living in sites belonging to dominant caste
or live in small precarious tenements. So, individuals and organi-
sations who met us, requested that the Government must be generous
in the allotment of house sites and help them also with long term
loans to put up houses., In the matter of admissions and reserva-
tions to educational institutions’ ihe request was that a lower
percentage of eligible mark should be adopted and there should bve
reservations. In the matter of employment special concessions
should be given to this community in the .matter of recruitment
to small scale industrial concerns run by the State and co-opera-
tive efforts and so on.

Description proposed:

Kammalan or Viswa Karma (including Thattan or Porkollan,
Kannan, Karuman or Kollan, Thacher and Kalthacher).
EANTYAR PANIEKAR.

(Item No. 53 in the list of Backward Classes of the Notifica~
tion of the Department of Backward Classes and :

Item No. 54 in the list of Backward Classes of the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commission and JItem No. 12 in Kanya~
"kumari District list.).

Representation has been received from this caste in the form
of reply to the questionnaire, They are Malayalam speaking people
and had migrated from ijnigale long time back. Their traditional
occupation in Kerala had been serving as priests, native doctors
-and astrologers. Panikkar is a title taken by these people.

Numerically they form awry small caste in Tamil Nadu,
According to their representation there are about 100 families
in the State. Their total population will be about 2,500 inclu-
ding Kanyakumari district. It is represented that most:of them
are unskilled workers serving in hotles, shops and factories,
Their main plea is for inclufion in the list of Most Backwara

~Classes, Judged from information and statistics we have collected,
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this caste cannot be considered very backward to justify inclu-
sion in Most Backward Classes. There are about 50 pyegple iw
Government service and their educational standard is also fairly
good. About 100 children are in XI Std. this year and about 30
to 40 students are in Colleges. For a small community this is
not a bad performance. This may continue in the list of Back-
ward Classes but to have a uniformity the entry may be amplified
as "Kani, Kaniyan, Kanisu or Kaniyar Panikkar", both in the

list of Tamil Nadu ex@luding Kanyakumari and in Kanyakumari list.

KAVARA OR GAVARA, VADUVAN (VADUGAN):

(Item No. 30, Kavara: Item No. 145, Vaduvan (Vadugan)in the
ias Welfare Department's notification Amnexure 'D'.

Ggvara including Kavarai Naidus of the Coimbatore District
Item No, 32 and Vaduvan including Vadugan, Item No. 40
in the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission's Notification.
Besides these entries Setti-Balija-~ Item No. 27 in Annexure
D of the Social Welfare Department's Notification without
any corresponding entry in the Public Service Commission's
list. There are some other entries~ Item No. 137, Tholuva
Naicker and Vettalakara Naicker of the Social Welfare
Department Notification; Item No. 47 Thottia Naicker, etc.,
under the Most Backward Classes- Enclosure- B of the
Social welfare Department's Notification and g¥%,%%rrespon-
ding)entry No. 172 in the Tamil Nadu Public}é%mm1ssion's
list ).

The entries other than Gavara and Vaduvan (Vadqgﬂn) cited
above obviously relate to utterly different social 3&§ssea. The
commission’ endeavoured to ascertain what exactly Gavara (Kavara

and Vaduvan (Vadugan) denote. O0f these two tqmmp Vaduvan (vadugan)

seems to be in more common use and is being freely used by.all
Telugu speaking people, whose title is generally Naidu. -Witnesses
who appeared before us gave conflicting evidence &s to the
differences in the connotation of these terms, Kamma, Kavara a?d
Balija appear to be the three broad sub-divisions in the community.
All of them are describing themselves as Vaduvans or Vadugans.
This latter term denotes to the Tamilian, some one from the North,
particularly the Andhra Pradesh., There cannot, tR&refore, be a
caste by the rame, 'Vadugan'. We had representations from the
Kammas claiming ¥o be Vadugans. We had people, describing then-
selves as Vadugans, who claimed that they are not Kavarais, 1In
Polur, North Arcot District, we had a representation from a
community, describing itself as Vadugans whose occupation is
selling bangles. They admitted they are known as Balija Naidus
also. Even among Balija, there are Kamma Balija, Mosuku Balija
and Valayal Balija, At Salem a representation led by Dr. Rajaram,
M.B.B.S., claimed that Vadugan, Routh Kavara and Balija are, all
one and the same community. He stated that in Madurai and Coim-
batore, they are known as Routh and there is no difference between
Balija and Kavara, and Xavara or Gavara is only a Tamilised name
for Balija. The deputation led by Sri Rajaram consisting of mord:
enlightened members of the community liked the entries in the
notification to be worded, thus- vVadugan’ including Routh, Balija
and Kavara. A deputation, which met us at Athiamankottai, Salem,
stated that there are 14 branches of Naidus and though the origi-
nal divisions were Kotta and Petta, the Rouths belong to the
Kotta Division and all thg other branches of Naidus are off-
shoots of the Petta Division. According to them Balija, Velamma,
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Mosuku, Kinga, Kasulu, Kavara, Uppara smd even Kammavar and setiy
Balija and Kappu are all the same tribe., -They even went to the
extent of stating that 24 Manai Telugu Chettiars are also a branch
of their tribe, This is too comprehensive a @laim to be admitted.
A deputation which met us at Paramakudi stated that Kavara and@p2™™
Kammavar should be treated as adi-Andhra comparable to our AdiZ’
Dravida~ a Scheduded Caste., This agdin is a preposterous claim,
Another representation, which met us at Aswg on behalf of the
Kavara community stated that they have nothing to do with Balija
and that they are the pegple who sell bangles and, therefore, {$
they are the most backward among the Naidus. Another deputation®
of Kavarais at Nagapattinam stated that they came down South .
from Vajayanagar in the middle of the 18th Century and they spread
out mostly in Ramanathapuram district and they are a backward
people. On the other hand, a very enlightened witness, JPrincipal
of a College in Tirunelveli District, claimed that the description
'Vadugan' applies only to Kammas. He observed that Balijas and
Kavarais refer to the same caste and among Balijas there are two -
sub-divisions Setty Balija and Kappu Balija. According to this
witness, all Vadugans are Tamil speaking Naidus and should be
regarded as one and should be classified as a backward community.

In view of all these conflicting evidences motivated largely
by the desire of every section to obtain Government concessions’
and scholarships, the problem of defining what exactly is the
genuinely baclward section of the large Naidu community becomes
a deligate problem. Of the various sections, thz people, who
sell bangles, are definitely the poorest economically and the
least advanced ecducationallyi by whatever name they are called.
Generally the term kavara refers to them. It is this class which
has a large proportion of pecple working as collies, mill-hands
and peons, On the other side of the scale are the Kamma, a caste
which counts g@mong its ranks many land owners and huginess people
in the districts of Coimbatore, Salem, North Arcot, Tirunelveli
and Ramanathapuram, The ordinary people amongst them are sturdy

peasants owning small pieces of lands. The Kammas are also easily
identifiable, . ‘

Vaduvan or Vadugan was included in the list of Backward Classes
as early as 1913 on account <'of their literacy being very low -.
vide G.0.Ms. No. 715, Education,, dated 5-7-1913., In 1925, Kamma
and Kammavar were also included in the list, vide G.0.Ms., No., 855,
Education, dated 19-5-1925, and in 1935, Kappu was also included -
G.0.Ms, No., 2116, Law and Education, dated 23-10~1935., 1In 1938,
the Director of Public Instruction in consultation with the
Collectors and Educational Officers reported that Kamma and Kamma~
var should be deleted from the list. The recommendation was
based not purely on literacy standards, but taking into condidera-
tion the economic and social status of the caste. Kammavar and
Kamma were therefore deleted, leaving Vadugan in the list. No

representations protesting against the deletion are on record

in the files of the Secretariat that we are able to obtain. The
g¥munity called Kappu was also deleted in G.0.Ms. No. 1139, Educa~-
tion, dated 11-841942. From the cirocumstances that led to the
issue of these orders by Government from time to time, it is
apparent the form 'Vadugan' or.~#Vaduvan' was not intended to

cover Kamma, Kammavar or Kappu. Subsequently it was observed

by Government that the entry in the list was being misused and -
students belenging to other Telugu communities wgre describing
thggﬁelves ad Kavara or Vadugan. On an examinat¥on of the various
9
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claims, Government Ordered in G.0.Ms. No. 1119, Education, da;ed
9-8-1954, that the educational concessions granted to Backwar.1
Classes under the Madras Educational Rules be ext?ndeq to pupils
belonging to Kavara community in the Coimbatore district. This
is in addition to the already existing 'Govara',

Based on representations reviewed by the QOvernment from time
to time resulting in the issue of the orde?s c%ted above and on the
- impression the Commission had obtained dur}ng ite togrs,.the.C:mmls—

.sion is incldped to thfnk that the concession was primarily inten-
ded to benefit only Kavarai Naidus., It is need}ess to @mphasize a
that Kavara and Gavara refer to the same caste.Just as Vadugag an
Vaduvan refer to the same caste. It woulq ke in consonance w1§h
the policy of Government expounded from time to time %f the exis-
ting entries are re-worded as "Gavara or Kavara"‘hav1ng Telugu as
their mother tongue. It is absolutely necessary if Governme?t‘
concessions are to benefit the people for whom they are specifically
intended, the definition should be precise,

-Regarding the entry Vadugan or Vaduvan.
The @§ifficulty is two fold-

(1) There are some poor sections of the com@unity long demi—.
ciled in the South wwh§o by efflux of time have given up u§1n$ their
or{ginal, tribal, casze or subcaste name. The only description
by which they are locally known is Vadugan.

(2) Every Telugu speaking Naidu claims that he is a Vadugan

" because the term only means a Northerner and particularly some one

from Andhra. Every progressive section,.bgsides the Kavara claims
that it is entitled to this caste description,

It must be recorded that the achievement of the Yadugaﬁs:o§;
munity by all the s@andards of assessment used by us is gezause "
the top of the Backward Classes. This is possibly only O adet
the infiltration of castes specifically excluded by Governmer o
under this general description Vadugan. The generally pﬁo:: ine
tions, therefore, do not appear to have benefited as mucth e
statistics might conv We, therefore, recommend th@t 1; o
'Vadugan' should be amplified by inserting the exclusion d';ed zq
order by Government. In that event the entry should read-'Vadugan
or Vaduvan (Other than Kamma, Kappu, Reddi)!.

One consolidated entry is suggested-Kavarai (Gavarai).a“d
Vadugan (Vaduvan)—(other than EKamma, Balija Kappu and Reddi).

KATESAN 'OR PATTAMEKATTI.

(Item No. 47 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commissiom, Ttem No, 47 in the list of
Backward Classes of Social Welfare Department.)

Katesan is mnother small caste found in few villages of Ramana-
thapuram and Tirunelveli Districts.- One Thiru M. Sivalingam,
Station Master, Kannathukadavg, who claiming to be the sqle member
from his community to be occupying ‘a respectable position in ser-
vice has sent a detailed reply to the questionnaire. The total
population of the caste is said to be less than 2,000, Their
traditional occupation has been working on palmyrah leaves and
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even today all the people continue in the same avocation of working
palmyrah leave baskets for packing fruits, jaggeries and sweet-
meat. They have not switched over to agriculture even. The work
is carried on in their own hogles and men, women and children are
engaged in it. Numerically being very small, it is stated that
they have not benefitted anything so far from the various welfare
measures introduced by the Government during the lagt 20 years;

Probably with a view to take advantage, some of them have
declared their caste name as 'Kadaiyan' which figures in the Scheduled
Caste list, when their children are put to schoods. But they. say
they have not availed the concessions intended for Scheduled Caste
so far and only wamt to continue as a backward class. Their
educational standard is stated to be very low. There are only a
few graduates from this caste.

Since most of the peeple continue their traditional occupation
they say any useful handicrafts or small scale industry which could
improve their earnings and economic status can be introduced on
co-operative basis. Their main request is that they should be
treated as a Most Backward Class which appears to be reasonable,

KHATRI:

(Item No. 59 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commissiono)

Item No. 59 in the list of Backward Classes of Social Welfare
Department,

Khatri is a class of silk weavers, daiming to be kshatriyas,
Kshatriya is generic name covering many cistes under its fold. Khatri
is one such sub-caste and they style themselves as Bujukshatriyas
using Sah as their title. The community has a statewise association
called 'Bujakshatriyas (Khatri) Association'. They have send a reply
to the questionnaire and also a memorandum. Their representatives
were also heard by the commission at Madras.

They are stated to be dispersed throughout the State with a
concembration in Kancheepuram taluk and to some extent in Madras
City. Another important place of concentration is Madurai, Most of
them live in towns and rural population from this caste is rather
negligible. They carry on their traditional occupation of silk
weaving, coloyring, dyeing, manufacturing Jari;. Jari garlands ete.,
They claim to be educationally very backward with literacy percen-~
tage less than 10, and handful of graduates. While they sygpress
their achievements, claim the sige of their population at ome lakh,

The total kshatriya population in 1921 was 1,27,016. Khatri is
only a sub-division among Kshatriya, found in pockets like Kanchi-
puram and Madurai. The Khatris have a dialect of their own called
Khatri language which is a mixture of Gujarathi and Hindusthani,

In 1891 Census about 400 people Pave been returned as speaking
khatri. The representatives also admit that Khatri language is

spoken in their hémes, Taking all these things into consideration,
their population can not be estimated a$ more than 10,000.

They have pleaded for inclusion under Most Backward Cla des,
for which there is no justification, Their attainments in h gher
education might not be very high; but, their literary level %ppears'

.
-
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to be high. Socially they are not considered inferior. Many of
them are engaged in lucrative silk weaving business.,

KULALA (KUSAVAN--POTTER).

Item No. 65. Kulala (Kosava) and No. 160 Kosavan in Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission list.

Item No. 65. Annexure D Directorate of Backward Classes;
No. 21. Kusavan and No. 22. Kulalas in Annexure B of
Most Backward Classes lias, )

Item No, 65. Kulala in Madras Bducational Rules.

Kusavan is one of the artisan castes in Tamil Nadu. They $#ke
different titles 'Udayar, Velan and Chettiar' - Udayar being the
most popular. Kulala is a slightly sanskritised term preferred'
by the caste in some districts. This caste is found dispersed.1n
all the districts of Tamil Nadu as this was regarded as a service
caste essential for village economy,

They projected population figure for 1971 is 2,86,873, or
roughly 3 lakhs.

General Condition:

In the 1901 Census, we find reported that most of this community
are not well off and most of them earn their livelihood by Cooly
work, Introduction of machinery in making tiles and pottery aggra-
vated their poverty - so also the manufacture of Metalwares and
utensils for house-hold needs. Government had issued orders even
in 1907 (G,0.Ms 737, Bducation, dated 4-11-1907) treating this
community as backward for purposes of Grant-in-aid Code. 7TIn 1913
when the list was revised the Kusavans of Tamil Nadu were also
included in the list of Backward Clagses, -

In 1949, on some representations,:the term 'Kulala' was also
included to indicate the community at present known as 'Kuyavan'
or 'Kusava', ide G.0.Ms. 1403, Public (Blection) dated 7-5-1949)
A little later by G.0. 2061, Education, dated 27-6-49 the wor§
'Kusavan' was deleted from the list of Backward Classes to give
way for the term 'Fulala'. 1In the year 1957, this community was
included in the list of Most Backward Classes, .

Inspite of Educational facilities being extended to this commu-
nity of Potters for the past 80 years or so, no appreciable headway
appears to have been made. From the representations made to us it
may be observed that 90% of this community continue to live in
villages and are mostly engaged in making earthenware, which are
mostly sold in the nearby shandies. Some are found employed as
masons, brick-kiln workers etc., A negligible percentage had migra-
ted to towns; and our study discloses that if they find work.thelr
earning per head would be in the region of Rs. 5 or go;-and_1f a
family consisting of husband and wife work, the possible daily
income may be about Rs., 7 or Rs. 8 or so; or roughly Rs. 60 per
week., This earning is neither constant ner widespread. Qne general
grievance ventilated was that in the villages, after the introduc~-
tion of the‘Panchayat, 0ld poramboke sites yhere t?ey used to h;vt
their kiln are no longer available and even:f.pefqltted by pan:lgc_

at a fairly disppoportionate and heavy levy 18 imposed and co

. i i t in a position to pay.
ted, which the members of this commun{?:*;if no P ,

It is also their general cumplaint thai the porazboke sites iW
which they have put up their thatched houses are als=o facing evic-
tion proceedings. Such grievances have been ventilated by other
backward classes too,

Conspicuous among the Sangams which sent replies to our
Questionnaire are the following:
Tamil Nadu Pirpattore Nala Munnetra Sangam from Coimbatore,
. North Arcot District Kulalar Sangam,
- Kulalar Ilainzar Nala Sangam, Tiruthuraipoondy.
- Kulala Youngmen's Association, Madras.
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Representatives of this community also met us at Cheyyar,
Vellore (North Arcot District) at Tirunelveli, at Madurai and
Kumarachi in South Arcot district. Their requests are on the
following lines,

1. That all the concessions, reservations and held extended
to the scheduled caste should also be extended to them.

2. That Government should be generous in allotting house
sites and also making available Kiln sites in villages-
and towns.

3. That Government shonld help them to form (o-operative
marketting societies to enable them tu sell their
earthenwares at an advantage f.,. « benvtsr price.

4. That special reservation should be mdde for the members
of this community in Industrial concerns, either run by
Government or Quasi Government engaged in Manufacturing
of earthenware.

5. That in Poly-technics facility should be provided for
teaching advanced method of earthenware making and faci1li--
ties equally given for admission of the Potter community
boys in those Institutions.

6. Easy loan facilities should be provided.
The community may be described as Kulala including Kosavan,

KUNNUVAR MANNADI:

(Item No. 161 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission. -

Item No. 23 in the list of Most Backward Clagses of Social
Welfare Department.)

'Kunnuvar Mannadi' is a small caste of agriculturis¥s, and
plantation workers confined to Kodaikanal taluk in Madurai district.
Their representutives met the Commission at Madurai and said that
they are a tribal people. Their total number is stated to be
about 15,000 and all of them are working as coolies in plantations.
They pleaded that they should be included in the list of Scheduled
Tribes. One of their subsidiary occupation is honey-making and
they also run a co-operative society of h#ney-making. Their
literaey standard is fairly good and they have produced 12"raduates.

4 N
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2 engineers, 1 doctor and more than 30 employed in Government and
private sector undertakings.

R

LA

1t is understood that this community made repeated revrsen-

" tations to the Government 1in the past for inclusion in the list

of 9¢heduled Tribes. After consultation with the Collector the
Government have recommended the name of the caste to the Goyern—
ment of lndia. It is seen that the name has been included 1n.the
list of Scheduled Tribes and Castes bill of 1967, Ti%l the B8ill
is passed they may continue in the Backward Classes list .

KURUBAS AND KURUMBAS

KURUBA :

Item No. 66 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission,

Ttem Noi: 66 in the list of Backward Classes and item No, 24
in the list of Most Backward Classes of Social Welfare
Department.

KURUBA:

Item No. 67 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission,

Item No. 67 in the list of Backward Classes and item No. 24 in
the list of Most Backward Classes in the Notification of
the Department of Backward Classes.

The Commission received reply to the Questiqnnaire from
*Tamizhaga Kurumbawkula Munnetra Peravai'’ whigh ig a StﬂteWId:h
organisation. Two other replies, one from Coimbatore and anzh er
from Madurai were also received. The Commission also heard eir
representations at Madras and Coimbatore.

As per the replies to the Questionnaire,lit is seen that ;he
Kurumba people are dispersed in all the districts efcept Kﬁ”ﬁa_u;
mari. But they are concentrated in Coimbatore and Salem d]s'réc ]
and speak Canarese, They rear a special breed of sheep, cal%e
'Kurumba'. +¥hough their profession is tending sheep, they did
not admit any kinship with the 'Yadava' or tJdayans' and would like
to retain their distinct identity. In rural areas some of them
are cultivators; but, mostly as tenants and agricultural labourers.
In some districts, bwrick manufactur ing and lime burning are the

other important cccupations for them. cnly few of them 11ve‘lﬁ .
urban areas engaged as pett traders and ¢cooly workers as in (Colmba-
tore,

They claim that they are educationally very backward. The
percentage of literacy among them is said to be only 1 per cent.
Because of their way of life, their children are not gb}i to
pursue higher education. In schools their boys and g:rls do not
fare very well in studies. On tge whole for the entire Staﬁe, they
say, there are about 30 graduate#ss, 5 Enginegrs, 4 poctars, 2 Advo-
cates, 1 Veterinary Doctor and 14 Agricult‘vi,".graduatesn They
have a grievance that their community peop e not represented
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in the Government services. JIn the entire State, they say there
are only 3 gazetted officers and 100 non-gazetted officers, inclu-
ding primary school teachers from their community. .

Their Central Association estimates their population at 15
lakhs for the State. In 1921 Census, Kurumbas accounted for
1,49,084 and Kurubas 5,624. Therefore, on a very liberal estimate
their population cannot exceed 3.5 lakhs.

Their main grievance is that Kurumbas in the Nilgiris district
are treated as Scheduled Tribe, on account of which they enjoy
more benefits from the Government, whereas their counter-parts in
the plains are denied these concessions. Hence, they plead that
the whole Kurumba community should be treated as Scheduled Tribe -
as Adivasies. Their representatives who gave evidence at Coimba-
tore, however, admitted that they have no evidence to establish
their status a8 Adivasi or Tribe.

There are very few tribal elements in their social life, They
have never been regarded as untouchables or outsiders in Hindu
fold. They use their own caste priests for weddings - but, many
other non-Brahmin castes do so too. They prabtice widow—-re-marriage-
that too is practiced by many large non-Brahmin castes. They

observe monogomy and the married people live apart from their joint
family.

In Coimbatore and in Salem areas, there arc several large
sheep owners; about 1,000 ewning more than 100 hexds and above
20 owning larger heads of 1,000 and more. The smaller herdsmen
owning a few sheep are very many. Group of Karumba men collect
herds from the bigger owners and move from place to place for
grasing. They get paid for herding sheep in fields for manure
and get paid by their bigger sheep owners for their services,

While the menfold are out for grazing their sheep, their
women and children remain at home. From the wool shaved from the
'Kurumba' sheep, coarse blankets are made. The acrding, spinning
and weaving are done both by men and women.

What is essential is assistance for improving the breed of
sheep, and for improving the cottage wool industry. Bconomically,
they are in no way worse off than the 'Idayans' and there is no
justification in treating them as 'Tribe'. Educationally they
are definitely backward, partly owning to their way of life.,

At present there are two items, namely, Kuruba and Kurumba in
the list. Kurumbas appear to be Tamil form and Kuruba, Canarese
form. As such both of ‘them can be linked together and mentioned
under one common name - 'Kurumba',

KONGU CHETTIAR (Coimbatore District).

Iten No. 189 in the 1list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission,

Ttem.No. 19 in the list of Most Backward Classes in the Noti-
fication of the Department of Backward Classes.



Kongu Chettiar is numerically one of the smallest césteg in
the State found only in Coimbatore district. They are dlstr]butgd
in about 55 villages in the distriect; but their chief concentration
is in Avanashi taluk. [n view of their small size they were able
to give the villagewise population. In all they are.about 0,155.
Ninety per cent of the population is said to be working as agri-
cultural labourers earning an average annual income of Rs. 1,000/~
per family., Their literacy standard is low and there are only 7
graduates, 1 Engineer: and 2 diploma holders according to their
representation.

They say that there are two sub-divisions gmong-them namely,
"Kongu€hettiar® and 'InoothangChettiar! ( génrg)rg,rraﬁr » slnce
the entry in the list covers only Kongu Chettiars, they complain
thal officials refuse tn issue certificates to those declaring
themselves us "Inoothan@hettiar’ and hence want 'Inoothan@he ttiars!
alao to be Included in the list. Though it is claimed that both
tnunihan@hettiar and Kongu @hettiar are one and the same, yet
therve is an important distinction - while Kongu Chettiars are non-
vegelarians, InpothanChettliars are vegetarians., It is perhaps
for this reason thai InoothanChettiam have not been included in
the past, There does not seem to be sufficient reason for any
chonge now,

LABBALS::
Jtem No., 68 in Annexure D of the lisgt of Backward‘Clﬂsses in
the Notification of the Department of Backward Classes.

Item No., 68 Labbai in Annexure I1 in the list of Backward
Classes of the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission.

The term 'Labbai' has been collequially used for a very long
time to describe the Muslim population of Tamil Nadu whoge ances-—
tors at one time or other have been converted to Islam either by
Missionary efforts or by contact with Arab traders and settlers.

The Muslim invaders from the North and the new settlers afler
the wake of invasions were of foreign origin or of mixed descent.
They called themselves Sheiks, Syeds and Pathans. Three distinetiwe
groups of Sheiks, Syeds and Pathans were separately indicated in
the early Ceasus Reports and the Tamil Muslims were indicated as
Labbais., Bui in the Census Report of 1931, only the Labbais were
separately envmcrated; however, the total Muslim population was
always enumerated :n all Census Reports. During the last few cen-
furies thousands ~¢ families froi both sides must have intermarried
and mingled toge iy, Further, in recent years it is claimed many
Labbai families Lave adopted Urdu as their mother-tongue; andt
consciously or not, assumed certain living hBbits of @he Musll@sv
who c¢ame from the North., Representatives of the Musllg commgnlt}
urged that in the conditions that prevail today there is no justi~
fication for having two groups as Labbai and non-Labbai.

Regarding the original connotation of the term 'Lahbaiéél
reference is invited to the Census Reports of 1881, 18913 : '
and 1921, In the Census Report of 1881, a very interesting des-
cription of the Lsbbais is found.

1911

"Found chiefly in Tanjore and Madura. They are Mappj¥l§s of
the Coromandel coast, that is to say, converted Dravidians,
"
or Hundus, with a slight admixture of Arab blood.
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Similarly in the Ceisus Report of 1891, there i3 a reference
to the Labbais as fodlows:

"The Mﬁhammadans of this Presidency are mostly of Dravidian
origin, but a few are descendants of Pathan and Moghul immi-
grants and present the unmistakable type of features found
in those races in Upper India. These and a small proportion
of the indigenous Musalmas speak Hindusthani or Daccani,
but the majority retain the vernacular of thdar ancestors,

Tamil in the case of Labbais, and Malayalam in the case of
the Mappillas."

It has been claimed that about 85 to 90% of the local Tamil Muslim
population in Tamil Nadu can claim that they are entitled to come
within the broad heading of 'Labbai', whatever may be the propor-
tion of Labbais to the total population of Muslims in the last

Census where other Muslims were separately enumerated in 1921
Census,

Even from the early start Labbais have been listed in the
Backward list. They have continued in the Fackward @lass list all
these years receiving the concessions which are extended to the
weaker sections of the community. Added to this, the Muslim
community as such was g iven two reservations out of twelve; and,
in appointments till 1947, one out of fourteen by the Communal
G.0.Ms. No. 3447, Public (Services), dated 21-11-1947. After
1951, except the Labiais who came under the 25% reservation reserved
for Backward Classes, the resl of the Muslim comnunity are not
having the beunefit of any revesrvacion., Thais has heen dealt with
in Chapter III. 1In the representation made bto us it was very
strongly urged that the above has done great harm to the Non-Labbai
Muslim population. The whol=x gamut of representaiions is that

all Muslims should be given the benefit of inclusion in the list
of Backward Classes,

Population;:

The 1921 Census gives the Labbai population as 3,33,660,
That would work out to 37.7% of the total Muslim population. (For
1971 the figure can be projected to 6 53,639), In the 1931 Census
the Babbai population has been indicaied as 3,47,276, The 1961
Census Report gives the total Muslim population as 15,60,414 which
works e} 804.6 per cent of the total population, The representatives
of the Muslinm community in their written as well as direct evidence
represented that the population figure given in the Census Reports
do not reflect the real state of things and that they are little
over 10% of the total population of Tamil Nadu. 1In other worfks,
their claim is that they are about 30 lakhs to 35 lakhs. In sup-
port of the above claim, reliance is placed upon the electoral roll
prepared and made available for the General Election in 1967 where
the percentage of the Muslim voters works out to 10.75 per cent
approximately of the total number of electoraten One Muslim M.L.C.
went even to the extent #f #@serting that the above was projected
before the late Chief Minister and he conceded the above position.
All this evidence, however, was not 'placed bf fore the Commission
and we had no means of checking these assertions. These might have
been very weighty reasons for challenging the correctness of the
Census figures; but in the absence of any other correct data, the
Commission has consistantly depended on the figures projected from

11
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the last Census for population figures of all comgunities, It
was very strongly urged by the Muslim Representatives that the
gtate Government should impress upon the Central Government the
necessA¥y of taking a correct Census in 1971 so that the older
contensions got inaccurately are not repeated.

The population of Muslims for 1971 as Projected would be .
18,54,425 and the basis of the 1921 and 1931 Labbai figures, their
population in 1971 would be 6,53,639. But as we have alrea@y
observed, the original Labbai population has intermingled with
others, and most Muslims claiming educational privileges have
declared themselves as Labbajs whether they are entitled to this
description or not, and the Department has been accepting Mus-
lims if they speak some Tamil, as Labbais. The non-beneficiaries
are but the dwindling groups who stick to Urdu as their normal
speaking medium.

Conditions of Labbais:

From the representations received by us it is evident that
economically and educationally the Tamil Muslims are still backward.
That explains why in backward areas we find Muslim concentrations..
They are found in all the districts. Muslims had migrated in large
numbers to Burma, Ceylon and Malaya and many have now been forced
back to their home land. We learn that repatriation has created
very many problems. Besides those who have already returned, it
was said that still some 3 lakhs are expected to return to their
homeland in Ramanathapuram District very soon and a good number of
them are likely to be Muslims. These are problems which have to
be tackled by the Government almost on an emergency basis., In
this connection it was mentioned that the quickening of the 'Sethu
Samuthram Project' is likely to bring the necessary relief in
that area. Muslims have taken practically to all the professions
of the Backward Classes, from weaving, net weaving to fishing.

‘In Mglapalayam town in Tirunelveli adone there are about -thirty
thodsand Muslims engaged in weaving. Their conditions are as bad
as the condition of any other weaving caste elsewhere. Along the
coastal areas there are many Muslims engaged in fishing. Thelr
conditions economically are on a par with the Meenavans (Paravatha-
rajakulam). In the districts of Salem and Dharmapur#’ anq in some
areas in North Arcot, South Arcot and Thanjavur many Muslim fami-
lies are emplayed in the Beedi industry in me stage of work or
other. In the districts of South Arcot, North Arcot, Thanjavur
and Tiruchirapzlli, some Muslim families own be tel gardens, but
among them very few are landowners — as gardens are generally
leased on co-operative basis by the vinegrowers.

One great handicap from which Muslim families suffer is that
the women folk do not go for outside labour work. Hence their
pre‘erence for weaving and beedi rolling which can be done at
home. There appears to be much force in the reguest made by the
representatives of the community that alternative employment for
the women folk have to be provided near their home, so that that
the women folk could find some source of an alternative earning
and augment the total income of the family. Cottage industries
like mat weaving, basket making, zari making, garments making
and papp#d making, have been suggested.

Some families have taken to trade and business in recent
decades., A few are industrialists, The tamming industry in the
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South owes its origin to certain enterprising :fuslim families in
the South. As was represented in North Arcot, only the entrepre-
neurs are Muslims; workers are all mostly Harijans. The beedi
industry still is mostly in the hands of Muslims. In towns and
cities, large numbers of them are engaged on petty trade,

But the main grievance of the local Muslim population appears
to be that in the past 20 or 30 years, there is an increasing ten-
dency not to appoint Muslims in certain key positions - Military
or Police. ZEven in posts where Muslims are selected, the numbers
are decreasing and not at all in proportion to their population.

Education:

It was in the educational field the Tamil Muslims were consi-
dered most backward. But in the recent years there has been con-
siderable progress in the Muslim. education in Tamil Nadu. The
above is not only due to the new spirit which has come among the
Tamil Muslims to better their prospects by their own efforts; but
also due to the facilities and help extended to them by the Goverm-
ment. Literacy among the Muslim families cannot in any sense be
said to exceed 10 to 20 per cent. The statistics we have collected
are tabulated elsewhere. However, as observed above, there is a
spurt in recent years. About 50 to 60 High Schools and about 10 or
11 Colleggg sponsored by Muslim private charity have recently sprung
up., _It 1s said that the above is the only bright aspect about
Muglim education and still much leeway has t o be made.

_ Special attention should be rocussed on Maslim Girls' education.
§1ncg Muslim parents do not like to send their girls to co-education
institutions, there is a necessity to start schools and colleges
for glrls exclusively, in areas where there is Muslim concentration.
To give a few instances:— Porto Novo in South Arcot District;
Nagoor, Ndgapattinam, Muthupet and Athiramapattinam in Bast Thanjavur;
Ayyampetta1, ?andaravadai area, Aduthurai, Valangaiman, Solavaram
(in West ?hanqavur), Tiruvarur (in Bast.Thanjavur), Pudukkottai
Palakkarai (T}ruqhirgpani Town), Labbaikudi taluk, pallavettai in
T1ruch}rapall% District, Bindigul, Periakulam, Melur and Cumbum in
Mad?ra} District, Aruppukkotai, Kilakarai, Thiruvadanai and Ramanatha—
Purdm %n Ramanathapuram District; Melapalayam, Pettai, Kadianallur
Tenkasi and Ravgnasamudram in Tirunelveli District Ranipet Ambur’
Vellore and Vaniambadi in North Arcot District; Saiem Attu% Namaﬁ—
kal in Salem District; and Coimbatore, Mettupalayam aﬂd Erod; in

Coimbatore District. These should be mere fullv i i
educational authorities, y investigated by the

General:

;Ft is a matter for the Government to emsider whether the dis-
tinction between Labbais and Non-Labbais should continue to be main-

tained. The Muslims urge that t heir entire eommunity should be
treated as one and indivisible,

LAMBADIES AND SUGALIS:

Item No. 69 Lambadies in the list of Backward Classes of the
Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission and Item No. 69 in the
list of Backward Classes in the Notification of the Depart-
ment of Backward Classes. )
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Jtem No. 128 Sugalis in the list of Backward Classes of the
Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission and Jtem No. 132 in the
l1ist of Backward Classes in the Notification of the Depart-
ment of Backward Classes,

Lambadies are a class of semi-nomadie tribe and only recently
they have settled down in select villages. Yambadies are found all
over India and they are known by different mmes in different
States. In Maharashtra and Hajasthan they are called Sugalis.
Government have assigned housesites to them in Ppramboke lands to
make them permanently settled down and lead a normal life. Such
colonies called Thandas by them and they are 42 in number in State.
The largest number of such Thandas are in Dharmapuri (20), next
comes North Arcot (10), the rest are located in Salem and Coimbatore
districts,

Their representatives met the Commission at Krishnagiri, Arur
and Vellore and presented their case. They have a statewide associa-
tion edlled Panjara (Lambadies) Maha Jana Sabhai. The President of
the Association has sent a detailed memoranda in the form of replies
to the questionnaire., The Chairman also visited the Lambadi colony
at Purasapattu in Chengam taluk to study their living conditions,
They claim a total population of 15 to 25 thousands. This may be an
exaggerated claim.

Decades before, they were in the habit of moving from place to
place carrying salt and other merchandise for trade. With permanent
settlement in colonies now, most of them have taken to cultivation,
A few of them are petty landowners and tenant cultivators, Barring
these few, the rest of the people who would form nearly 90% of their
total population engaged themselves as agricultural labourers.
Socially they still maintain their indentity as a separate tribe.
Their womenfolk wear colourful costumes stitched by them, and their
social customs are still tribal in nature. Their representatives
said that poligamy and polyandry are still practised by them, divorce
and re-marriages are common. Within their fold there is no caste
distinction and services like barbering and washing are carried by
their own men. Artisans like carpenters and blacksmiths are from
their own group. All these features indicate that they form a self-
contained unit which are characteristics of a tribe.

TheiY literacy standard is very poor, They speak a dialect of
their own whicli is a mixture of Hindustani and Urdu and has no script.
Graduates among tiem can be countered by ome's fingers and a few
have passed SOSZL«Cn But it is cdaimed that even the few educated
remain upemployed. There mighl be about 10 to 50 employed in Govern-
ment service, but mostly as last grade servants and lower division
clerks. They represent that if some cottage and village industries
like brick, paper and furniture making; and, poultry keeping are
started exclusively for them on co-operative basis, their economic
status would very much improve which sounds reasonable, They say
that Lambadies are treated as a Scheduled Tribe in other States like
Maharashtra &nd Mysore and Andhra Pradesh and their main confention
is thatthey should be similarly treated in our State tooc, On verifi-
cation it is found that Segalis (which is a Telugu name for Lambad1)
[igures as a tribe in the list of Andhra Prhdeshn We also underst®®d
that the State Government has already written to the Government of
India recommending the inclusion of Lambadi under Scheduled Tribes.
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Till official recognition is given to that, the entry in the Back-
ward Classes list may continue. In view of the fact that the Lamba-
dies and Sugalis are one and the same, the éentry Sugalis may Dbe
deleted from the list.

MAHARATA NON<+BRAHMINS .

Item No., 5, 73, and 95 in the list of Backward Classes of the
Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission.

Item Nos. 4, 72, 94 in the list of Backward Classes in the
Notification of the Department of Backward Classes.

Among these three groups, Are Maharati is a small group of
Marathi speaking people found only in South Kanara district, From
the records available it is seen that these people have been enjoying

comparatively a higher social status. Besides, this is a sect confiwed

@uly to South Kanara district. No representation has either been
received f rom them. This may therefore be deleted from the list.

Representatives of Maharatta Non-Brahmin community who appeared
before the Commission stated that Namdwv Maharatta is only a sub-sect
of Maharatta Non-Brahmins. But it must be noted that these two castes
had been maintaining their identifies separately and inter-marriage
between them have not been common till recently.

Among these two, Namdev Maharattas are said to have come to the
Scuth much earlier than the other Maharatta NonsBrahmins, The latter
came to the South as soldiers and camp followers in the armies of
the Maharatta invaders. Namdev Maharattas, according to their oral -
evidence in North Arcot, follow some traditional occupations like
tailoring, embroidery work and dyeing. They are found in North
district and chiefly in Wallajabad taluk.

The caste Maharatta Non-Brahmins refers to various Maharattas
Sudra castes found throughout Tamil Nadu; A large Maharatta popula-
tion was found in Thanjavur distriet: during 19th century and after
the downfall of Thanjavur Royal Family, they were all scattered
throughout Tamil Nadu. They migrated to other districts in search of
jobs to eke out a living, The representatives of this community claim
a population ranging from 2 to 4 lakhs, which they admitted is only
a guess work, In 1921 Census all the Maharattas in Tamil Nadu accoun-
ted for 17,963. So their present size may mhexceed 35,000 at any
rate and the chief area of concentration is Thanjavur district,

Their represengtives were not able to give any definite data about
theis literaoyﬁﬁnd educational staddard and representation in Govern-
men!%pervices. But the general impression given by them is that

ther® are only a few graduates (40 to 50 graduatesg and another 200
boys and girls attending colleges. According to one representation
there are 36 Diploma holders, 84 Degree holders, 2222 Matriculates,
Boweag® girls in towns normally study upto S.S.L.C. But in villages
edudatPonal standard might be comparatively lower, There are many

in Government service and some of them are gazetted officers. They
complain that economically they are very poor and even their children
are being sent to odd jobs, because of poverty, Apart from tailoering
there is no other job to which these people teake to in large numbers,
Among the rural popgtation it is stated that many are landless workers
and on%y a few of them are land-owners,

12 . »
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A State level organisation has recentlx been formed which.has
sent reply to the questionnaire in a consolidated manner iov:;¥ng
Non-Brahmin Maharattas and Namdev Maharattas. On the whole is
caste has shown signs of some progress,

' i arate items in figure in the list.
There is no need for three separa .
Are Maharatta can be deleted from the list and t@e other two can be
clubbed .gegether and shown as one item in the list of Backward
Classes,

MAHENDRA (MEDARA) :

Item No. 72 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu Public
Service Commission list.

MAHENDRA (MADARA); MUDUGAR, MEDAVAR, MAHENDRA MADARA :

; i Classes and Ttem No. 26
. 71 in the 1ist of Backward 3 tem :
Itiz iﬁe list of Most Backward Classes in the Notification of
the Department of Backward Classes.

This is a fairly widespread community now.found F??i:?z:ated
near some towns and marketiny centres. According to Thu &ies’ mats
Medaras are workers in bamhoo, making sieves, h“SkOtS{lcr.wre éa]led’
boxes, umbrellas and screens. According to lerend, ;og Tt Indra
Mahendra, because they came from Mahendra Parvadha, a)f ?a from Ve;u
In some parts of Tamil Nadu, they are also galled Venuku s em
for bamboo. Their representatives have claimed for the caste, ¢
population of 80,000 to 2 lakhs. Written representﬂt10vs wers
received from Thiruvanaikaval, Trichy, Madurai, Panrutti, Hrode, lso
Tiruchengode and Attur in Salem district. A representation was als
received from the Mahendran Medara Sangam; in Madras.

Majority of their people even now have struck to thelr.trad;;
tional occupation of malking articles from the bamboo. But ims te
of being found in the 1111y tracks where bamboos grow, they haved
migrated to places where bamboo articles could be easuly~m§rke§e .
Besides Srirangam, Tiruvanaikaval, a fairly big concentratxgn is nts
found in Madurai, Panrutti and Tiruchengode and Madras. Th}s §0000
for tlecir success with getting a municipal cuuncillor elected in )
Srirungum, and Madurai. As there is no means for estimation.of.the1r
population from Census or other records, we tried to ascertain 1td .
by irterrczating the witnesses who appeared before us. Thg Mahendr
Medara Sangam representatives admitted about 400.fam}11es in Tiru-
vanaikaval and perhsps about 2,000 families outside in the whole
of Tamil Nadu. About 15,000 may be a fair estimate. They speﬂk
mostly a corrupt forwy of Telugu. The usual titles adopted are lao,

Naidu and Chetty., jn Coimbatore they are also described as "Vddakara» .

( Sugsidmgom ) There is no doubt the community has made very
little progress in education or employment in recent years,

According to the Mahendra Medara Sapgam, Madras there are aTOUt
5 men who have been to college and pr?bably about 10 who are 12d Sw
grade Government Servants. It is claimed that there are no gradu
ates or higher degree holders among them.,

i igi i d supply of
i requests are, provision of housing an -
T%eEZrmi;Zir gereditory,trade, Most of them l1v§ in temporary
bamhoos adsides near temples and river beds. In view 9f the
Shegs Ontrgf bamboos and unavailability in adequate quantity, they
high cos

t able to pursue their avocations with profit,
are no
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This community hag probably made the lesast progress in educa-
tion and employment. They stidl have some traces of their tribal
life and tribal customs. They have made avery strong plea that
they should be regarded as a Scheduled Tribe. But in view of their
having settled near urban areas, it is perhaps a little doubtful
whether a case could be made out for inclusion of this caste in
the list of Scheduled Tribes., Their retention in the ligt of
Most Backward Classes is Justified, but unless special efforts are
taken to improve their housing conditions and to make their heredi-

tory profession more Paying it is difficult to emanc ipate them
adequately.

The term Mahendra Medhara need no change,

. The other descrip-
tions may be dropped, ‘

MAPPILIA :

Item No, 77 Mappilla in Annexure D of the list of Backward

Classes in the Notification of the Department of Backward

Classes,

Item No. 78 Mappidla in Annexure IT of the 1ist of Backward
Classes in the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission,

Besides the Labbais and Dudekulas the other Muslim group who
find a place in the backward classes 1ist are the Mapp. ' .5, The
Mappillas of Malabar district are the countermarts of {h, i:abbais
in Tamil Nadu. They were also known asg "Labbaig’ pevaus: chiy were
converts. Their homeland ig Kerala. But a good number af thep
live in Tamil Nadu. Some are in Government Services.

traders and some in places 1like Nilgiris are found do
works,

Some &are
‘ng ©04d manual

No separate statistics are available, Possibly in the 1971
Census we will have some enlightenment on that matter,

The Mappillas are treated as backward in Kerala State, There-

fore there is a case for continuing them in our backward clagses
ligt,

TARAVAR:

Item No, 78 in the list of Backward Classes in the Notification
of the Department of Backward Classes,

Item No. 80 in the list of

Backward Classes in the Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission

Qo
4

Item No, 34 in the listuof Denotified Tribes in the Notification
of the Department of Backward Clasges,

Tirunelveli district, 9,4 per cent of
2,7 per cent of Madura i district,
in Kanyakumari, Ceoimbatore and Salem districts also, 1In the former
two districts there were several Marava Zamindars8 It is a noteworthy
feature that if there were a number of Zamindars in a particular '
caste the ordinary population excluding the members of the Zamindar
families tend to decline culturally ang economically, having been
treated as serfg by the Zamindars, The Commission received several

Ramanathapuram district, and
They arg foung.in smalley Aumber
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repfesentations from representatives of this caste iq Kanyakumgri,
Tirunelveli, Madurai, Ramanathapuram and Salem distrlct§. Besides,
“-representations ‘from several individuals were also received. The
small Marava population in Kanyakumari are obviously settlers from
the Tirunelvel i during the 19th Century. Though many other communi-
ties in the backward 1list of Kanyakumari made substantial progress
in;éducation, this community appears to have lagged behind. They
have a feeling that the Maravas in other districts get a better
~dedal -because they are included in t he list of Denotified Tribes,
though in practice no special reclamation schemes have been designed
to benefit the Maragas in other districts. Notwithstanding, their
geperal complaint of backwardness in the Kanyakumari district, their
representatives who met us on 3-2p¥0 admitted there were 19 gradu-
ates for a population of only &,425. This is partly due to ?he
higher educational progress in the State of TravancO{g/to which '
this district belonged before States Reorganisationi 'Ngturally in
th'at district, where the Nadars, both Hindu and Chrnst}an are in
dominant position the Marava compare their lot with this oommun1t¥.
Thie~Tirunelveli representatives claim that only 5 per cent of their
pobhiationjare small land owners and another 5 per cent are tenant
fariers and they suffer from the domination of some of the forward
‘communities. They claim only 10 per cent literacy. One of the
reasons for the backwardness in education is, the absence qf sghools
randcolleges in the areas like Nanguneri where this cémmunity 18
found in-large numbers. Madurai and Ramanathapuram representatives
‘alsv-claimed that they are educationally and economically very.back—
ward, and cited sofe instances of their poor progress. In Peria-
kirlam taluk there are only 3 graduates, two engineers and not a
singhe Doctor or agricultural graduate, and there is considerable
umemployment among their eductated men. A leading lawyer of Tiru-
nelveli who said that in a bar of 125 lawyers there were only 12
Maravas. -‘General feeling among Most Marava representatives is that
though in recent times they have made some progress in the politi-
cal field by capturing seats in the Legislatire and in the Unions,
they-have not been able to exercise any influence even in the matter
of-getting their qualified men employed. Most of them pleaded
that the Marava community has been very unfairly treated by assign-
ing-Reclamation Scheme only to the Piramalai Kallars,” They pleaded
for a Reclamation scheme for all -fthe Maravas as the Maravas in the
‘three districts-are declared as Denotified Tribes. The claimed all
priveleges and concessions shown to the Scheduled Castes should be
given to thkew, and they should get separate representation in pro-
portion to their population in-all services. '

“"" Regarding their numer ical strength like other communities they
have also made éxaggerated claims - even upto 1 crore of population,
‘and -2-crores taking the three Mukkulathors. The Marava population
is projected as 7-lakhs for the whole Btate for 1961 and may be
about 8,25 lakhs now.

e e
Exéept for a small layer 6f 1and owners drawn from the old
Zamindari families'and their associates, the bulk-of the population,

engaged-in-agriculture ‘smd-mannudl work are poor by comparatived®
standard .-+ There  ig—however—a-téndency -to exaggerate-their landless-
‘ness It was?reprtsvntedfto;usithutfiﬁ“ﬁﬁﬂﬁkai@fﬁiﬁgtajﬁk in Rama-
nathapuram*Districﬁﬁfewwﬂaravas owned”laﬁd.9:ASgagtest,check‘we
referred-this“to-the Collec¥or for vérificatiom,:ant-he has stated
that-half--the Marava people own-lands.- -

.
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Their progress in Bducation and Government employment 1s
definitely inconsiderable. There is no evideuce of them turning to
petty trades or business even., Of the three Mukkulathar .astes the
Maravas have certainly the least progress to their credit. There
case has been dealt with in the Chapter on Denotified Tribes. Much
has to be done to them, if they are to come up to the level of the
better off Backward Classes.

MARUTHUVAR: MANGATA: -

Item No, 76 Mangala in the list of Backward Clasces and Ttem
No. 79 Maruthuvar in the list of Backward Classes in the
Notification of the Department of Backward Classes.

Item No. 27 Mangala, Item No. 28 Maruthuvar (Navithan) in the
Most Backward Classes list of Notification of the Department
of Backward Classes.

Item No. 77 Mangala and Item No, 81 Maruthuvar in the lisi of
Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu Publ igService Commission. ,

Item No. 13 Kerals Mudali, Vilakkuthflavan (Thurston) in the
list of Backward Classes in Kanvakumari District.

In the 1921 Census this community was described as ’'Ambattan',
Subsequently in the official list of Backward Clagses, thev are des-
cribed as Maruthuvar. They sre also known as Navithar. Pawtwithkar,
and Melakkarar. Mangalas are the Teiugu-speal.ny ve-.ic of this
community. In Kanyakumari District they are casi- wer.'n Mudaii..
Thurston describes them as Velakkithala Nayars,

There are 4 divisions amongst them in some d:sicico s Known os
Setti'Ambattan, Vaduga Ambattan, Valangai and Edangai Ambattan
serving particular castes. The women acl as midwives aud treat
children's diseases, Some serve exclusively for particular commu-
nities such as Vellala Goundars and do odd jobs, like running

errands. Scheduled Caste people have their own Barbers and washer-
men,

Their population for Madras State for 1970 as projected from
1921 Census and including Kanyakumari district is 4,20,349. The
estimate by the representatives if from 5 to 20 lakhs, They are
spread all over the State and there may not be any village without
one or two families of barbers. They also act as Sidda physiciansg
and some as pipers and drummers. The tendency is to migrate to
towns where they run shaving saloons and are able to earn more,
Mostly they are Hindus. Representations from Tiruchirapalli and
Ramnad refer to Muslims doing this profession, That ffom Peela-
medu, Coimbatore, Qrathanad and Guindy refer to Christians as
barbers and that they should beggiven similar facilities as others,

The Maruthuvars are well-organised. They have two associations
at State level representing the two spheres of medicine and hair-
dressing. They have local associations in most of the places.
Representations were made to the Commission in almost all the
places visited.
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It was observed that the educated memhers of the community,
migrate to other places and avoid any connection with the other me m-
bers of the community., It was alleged that they even change their
caste names, and adopt titles like Pillai, Nayudu, Mudaliars.

The conditions of service of the barbers in the villapes
definitely need improvement. Being in a minority consisting of one
two families only, they are not in a position to asserp as ﬁgalnst
the land~owning ckass. It appears that the wages in kind llxgd
for the year in the (distant past is being contained. IF carr?ed
from 16 to 20 Madras measures of grain per married man including
his children, as a unit. A barber may get about 15 kalams freom
the villagers for the whole years. Desides th]s,AtHere was the
practice of getting cooked rice by the women @&t nights or in the
morning after meals time. This could be, only when‘there was .
surplus left over in those houses. The representatives do not like
this practice, and do not want to avail themselves of this source,
To make up for this and considering the rise in prices of other
items of necessities, the wages must be increaded also,

In the towns, their main grievance is that they were not ahle
to get houses for rent to live in, among the casteHindu quarters
and that they were evicted under some pretext, when the landlords
come to know of their professions, They also complained that they
had to pay heavy sums to get shops and for running the saloons n
the busy localities and also have to pay high rent.

As regards clementary education, the community seems to aval
themselves of the opportunity of free education @ mid-day mcu}s
It is represented that after the age ol 10, the children are diver-
ted to get training in the profession due to economic conditions
and thatthey are not able to send the chikdren for high school or
colleges. This is mostly true in villages and to some extent in
towns where chkild labour is utilised,

As regards college education, the progress is slow. In Kanya-
kumari district it was stated there were only 16 graduates. In
Tirunelveli it was stated that in the entire State there are only
3 gazetted, i.e. 1 District Judge, 2 Doctors and 20 nen-gazetted
officers, 1In SouthiArcot district i1t was stated that in the cntire
State there are 50 graduates, 5 engineers, 10 doctors, 5 B.Ts.
and about 50 trained teachers. Allowing a mrgin, considering the
pepulation, tle tigures are too low., But from the partigulars of
scholarship, it is seen that 192 residential and 320 non-residental
Post-Matric schoiarships and 52 in professional courses are given
in 1969-70,

Regarding proetosgional education, some members of this community

have been practising Sidda medicine for generations. Even now, there

are a large number of registered Indian medical practitioners who
are attending the poor. They seek special preference for admission
to the College of Indigenous Medicines at Palayamkottai. The
womenfolk have all al ong been acting as midwwives in villages and
some help should be given to them for training as ayahs and mid-
wives,

Complaints was yoiced against differential treatment to barbers
in temples for ceremonial hair removal. The central Association at
Madras has represented that in Palani theyare given 70 paise for

shaving per head, in Alagar temple 24 paise, in Tirupparankundram
12 paise, 50 per cent in Vellimalai and in Thiruvannamalai 6
paise, out of 4 annas collected from each pilgrim. The Religious
Endowment Department may be requested to bring about uniformity as
far as possible. Similarly, living wages ghould be paid for the
service of musician in temples,

In cities and towns there are a large number of saloons. In
Erode it was said that the owner was getting Rs. 12/~ per day and
thathe has two men working under him who were paid one half of
their earnings as daily wages. In Ramnad it was said that the
daily earnings was Rs. 6/- to 8/- but not much to save. In Salem
town it was represented that they had about 1,300 saloong. Due
to competition, it may be that all are not prosperous, The experi-
ment of financing saloons through the Co-operative measures too
has not been a success. This requires looking into.

General:

In addition to the general recommendations regarding Most Back-
ward Classes, we make the following specific recommendations for
this caste:

1. For professional courses, this community should be given
special preference in the college of indigenous medicines at Pala-
yamkottai. A diploma course in hair-dressing may be instituted to
train those who will cater to the needs of the upper class and
thereby improve their own status.

2. For formation of co-operative societies, the min.. um number
may be reduced from 100 to 50. The amount of loans for starting
saloons may be fixed at Rs. 1,000/~ in towns and Rs. 500/~ in Town

Panchayats area. Such societies may be foymhd giving preference to
Ceylon repatriates,

3. Implements of good standard quality may be obtained whole-
aale and then distributed to individuals,

4. In respect of mechanical instruments in North Arcot it was
represented that for a band set, 9 instruments are required and

that loans may be granted for purchase of such instruments,

5. In view of that that the womenfolk of this community tradi-

‘tionally have experience in midwifery, it is recommended that can~

didates from this community should be given special preference in
the selection of Maternity Assistants and Auxillary Nurse Midwives.

This community also appealed that they should be treated as a
Scheduled Caste., We referred to other States for information, Now-

here are barbers treated as a Scheduled Caste, so we cannot push
this matter,

MCUNDADAN CHETTY:

Item No. 85 Moundadan Chetty in Annexure D of the list of
Backward Classes in the Notification of the Departmedt
of Backward Classes,

Item Noj 31 Moundadan Chetty in Annexure B of the list of
Most Backward Classes in the Notification of the Depart-
ment of Backward Classes,
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This 1s a small community of nearly 2,800 strong, mostly
living in 6 villages in the Gudalur taluk in the Nilgi?is district.
They speak a collequial Kanarese dialect. This community appears
to have hailed from Wynaa@with 70 per cent of this community
engaged 1n agricultural ®perations. Literacy in Bnglish is only
2 per cent, Literacy in the local language is about 5 per.cent,
only recenviy in 1967 this community appears to have beenllncluded
'n the Moust Backward list and Backward list, and may remain,

MUTHURAGRA or MUTHURAJA AND MUTTIRIYAN or MUTHIRIVAR:

Ttem No. 90 and 91 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commission.

MUTRACHA AND MUTTIRIYAN

I[tem No., 89 and 90 in the list of Backward Classes in the
Notifieatton No, I (1969w70) of the Department of Backward

Classes

When the GrantyingAid Code was revised 1n 1913, the terms
Muthuracha and Muttiriyans were included. In 1953, the terms Muthura-
cha and Muthiriyar were added to the Madras BEducational Rules list
as they wdre found to be variants of Muthuraja and Mauttiriyan. It
13 generally assumed that all these four different names, namely,
Muthuraja, Muthracha, Muttiriyan amd Muthiriyar refer to the same
community. Btymologically also this presumption seems to be correct.
The Muthuraja Mahajana Sangam of Trichy used the term Muthiriyar
( 6Bl Tusii ) as synonymous with Muthuraju and Mutracha. They
claim kinship and descent from the Muthiriyar generals and chieftlains
nf the Chola days. The pamphlet issued by the Muthuraja Mahajana
Sangam in 1961 claimed Trichy, Tanjavur, and Pudukkottai as homeland
of the ancient Muttiriyans. According to #he historical claims of
this community, they are a Tamil fighting caste. But, Thurston
treats Muthracha as a Telugu caste, He quotes Stwwarts, Madras
Census Report of 1921, wherein it is mentioned that this is a Telugu
caste most numerous in the Krishna, Nellore and Cuddapah districts.
They were hunters, fishermen, bearers, palanquin hearers and heredi-
tary watchmen in villages in Nellore district,

Thurston also says that Muttiriyan is simply a Tamil form of
Muthuraja and is a sub-divisiem.of Ambalakaran., All these Census
writers assigzued Muthuraja community a low sgecial status. In the
1891 Census<, it 1s mentioned that the Ambalakaran seems to be very
closely connected, if not identifal with the Muttiriyan (Telugu
Muthuraja) who huve been classified as village watchmen, It is also
ment toned that Mattirivan and Muthuraja form the more numercus section.

All these Censav writers seem to be sceptic about establishing h
the 1dentity of these communities and their inter-relationship. But,
it 1+ surprising, nevertheless, that in all these Census Reports, Mithmacha &
Mutharivans are separately recorded, which might not have been the
caze, if they were the same caste, Even if they were of the common
«tock, the sub-division must have been strong enough to give them
ceparate social identity. The total population in 1921 of Mutti-
riyan was 1,00,321 and that of Muthuraja was 2,27,536,

The population of Muthuraja and Muttiriyan appears now to be
. opcentrated 1n Trichy and Thanjavur districts. If Muthuraja was
wriginally a Telugu caste, theyappear to hav e merged with the Tamils
very completely as the present day Muttiriyan claims to a Tam1l
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caste descended from the Muttiriyans of Chola hﬁstoryc

Details of the d istribution of population of the Muthuraja
and Muttiriyar e given below. The Commission received written
Memoranda from several associations and individuals in Trichy, Pudu-
kkottai, North Arcot, South Arcot, Thanjavur and Coimbatore districts.
One thing is clear. That in practice, there is no difference between
Muthuraja and Muttiriyan. The representations also claimed that
Ambalakaran, Valayan, Pujari, Servai, Ambalan, Gounder, Kavalkaran
and even Vanniyas denotes the same capte, and have desired that
Muthuraja should be accepted as a c ommon description for this
community covering all these denominations. They also claim a
population of 50 lakhs. They also claim that they should be inclu-
ded in the list of Most Backward Classes. It is claimed that
they are mainly rural community and their occupation is cutting
and selling firewood, paddy cultivationewd cooly labour. ihey also
gerve as wuillage headmen or Thalaiyaries,

In one of the representations, while clkaiming that the several
castes or subpcastes mentioned above belong to the common fol& of
Muthuraja, in the same breath they also claim that there are no
sub-divisions, In their major representation presented on behalf
of the Central Association they have stated that they take to any

semall occupation including mat weaving, coir making, " ibre extract-
ing, Choonamp or lime-making etc.

In Tréchy town a large number of them Wave tiiken wou [wtiation,
semg-precious stone cutting and polishing. 1In certain ar<:s small
land-lords are to be found in Trichy district. Accordi.z to them
their educational advance is negligible. They claim only 5¢ Gradu-
ates, 10 Engineers, 5 Doctors, 1 Veterimry Surgeons and & Agii-
cultural Graduates, Most of their educated young men ar. in small
jobs and there is no Gazetted Officer. It must, however, ve men-
tioned thatthe community has produced a District Judge, who retired
recently. They complain that they get no recognition at all in
the major Government and Public Sector establishments, in Trichy
distriet, they would like encouragements to be given for starting
stone masonary work, mat weaving, imitation stone cutting and
polishing, dtc. There is no doubt that the community's educationai
advance and participation in Government services is very meagre com-
pared to their population,

Mention must be made here of hie claimiads on behalf of Muthu-
raja and Muttiriyan community that the Valaiyans, listed in the list
of Most Backward Classes are also a part of their caste. The popu-
lation of Valaiyan is very much bigger than that of the Muttiriyan
and Muthuraja put together and the Valaiyans are largaly in Madurai
and Ramnad districts; though they have spread out to Tanjavur and
Coimbatore as well, Those who appeared before us representing
Valaiyans in Madurai did not press their kinship with the Muthurajas.
Qur general impression as supported by whatever evidence we have
been able to collect is that the Valalyana are evidently more back-
ward than the people who call themselves to be Muttir iyans @nd the
Muthiriya's present claim to identity withthe faormer may lapgely
be due ta their desire to be classified aa Most Backward Class like
the Valaiyan,
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There is a considerable difference in the habit of the popula-
tion as well., While the Muttiriyans and Mutburajas are pr8ponderent
in Trichy and Thanjavar disiricts, the Valaiyans are in large
numbers in Maduval and Ramnad districts, Inthe absence of any fur-
ther evidence and extensive socio~economic research, it will not
be proper Lo combine the Muthuraja group and Valaivan, Ambalakaran
group. However, there is no need for different enumeration for the
Muthuraja group. Muthiriyar and Muthurajah.are same. The richer
section of Muthiviar adopted Muthurajah., It is different from
Muthuracha (Telugu) in Krishna Nellore anmd Cuddapah districts. They
are mostly cultivators, small landowners and agricultural lahour.

In Trichi and Tanjore plantain cultivation is mostly in their hands,
The Azsociation is running a Hich School in the town. Thev are

Just tuking up to education, Kconomically they are much hetter than
Valavars,

AL the Sitate list may Lave one common entry including Muthu=
racha, Muthurajo, Muttirivan and Muthiriyvar with the main 'head

Muthura ja,

ESTIMATED POPULATION FOR 1971

District \ : , Caste
Muthracha Muttiriyan Valayan
L. Madras 985 1,285 -
2, Chingleput 11,786 35,610 -
3, North Arcot 20,322 26,810 -~
. South Arcot — 19,239 —
5, Salem —= - -
6. Coimbatore ~— - 25,682
7. Nilgiris — - L -
3. Madurai - - 1,682,828
9. Trlchy 98,966 85,500 1,314,185
10, Thanjavur —_ 11,113 1,622,667
11, Ramanathapuram - - 1,148,118
12, Tirunelveli - e _
L3, Kanvakumarvi — - -
Total 1,641,059 1,82,623 6,333,178

NAGARAM:

Jtem No. 91 in the list of Backward Classes in the Notification
of the Departmeut of Backward Classes,

Item No; 92 in the list of Backward Classes of ihe Tamil Nadu
Publice Service Commission.

Representation was received in the from of replies to the
quentionnaire from one Thiru Sivathirukkaivel, Tahsildar, No. 8, Karux
Main Road, Kulithalai. He maiotains that Nagaram refers to the Arya
Vysita throughout the State and the statistical data givdn in the
repiies to the questionnaire relate to the socio-economic conditions
nl the Arya Vysia people whose population is estimated at 5 lakhs in
the representation, In this cokdection it should be said that Arya
Vvsia caste has made representations in a detailed way separately
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on has been made aboat fhe kinshin

C ission wherein no menti :
e N ds strange that Nagaram 1is equated

with 'Nagaram'., Therefore it soun
with Arya Vysia.

Similarly Nagaram should not be confgsad with ‘Nagarathar'g
Nagarathu Chettiars have made representations §eparatelyAtn the ’
Commission for including the caste Nagarathar in the list OfABﬁck—
ward Classes and no claim is made by ?he@ of the entry Nagaran n
the list. It is vgrified by tye Comm3951on from t%e records ava i~
lahle that scholarships are being availed of by children whose ) )
caste name is given ds Nagaram. During the last three years 196(~19‘0
a total amount of Rs. 57,643/~ has been dishrused as scholarships

to this caste people.

The entry Nagaram was included in the list as carly 1927 passed
on the recommendation of the President, District Educational‘Board,
visakapatnam to treat this caste as Backward Community. It 1s seen
from the reprasentation that the population of the caste confined
to Visakapatnam district was 15,338. 7Tt was described that these
people are 2 sub-section of Papu who by virtue of their concentra-
tion in towns are called as "Nagaralu" or "Magaram", Therefore,
Nagaram or Nagarathar is a Telugu speaking caste confined only to
visakapatnam district and the intention of the Government was to help
only these people. Evidently this is a clear case of some people
falsifying their caste name in order to avail Govermment concessions,

NARIKURAVA AND NAKKALE:

NARIKKURAVA :

Item No. 38 in the list of Most Backward Classes n tae Nevif iza-
tion of the Department of Backward Cissses,

Item No, 165 in the list of Backward Classes of the Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission.

NAKRALE :

Item No. 92 in the list of Backward Vlasses in the Notification
of the Department of Backward Classes, R

Item No. 93 in the list of Backward Classes of the Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission.

Narikkuravas aad Nakkale refer to the same Semi~nomadichand vagrant
people found throughout the State and in other parts of Ind]§ too,
Catching birds and hunting small games is their solg gccupatlono ,
Making needles and beads and selling them is a sub§1d1ary occupations
for them, No proper representations has been received from themf
But in Arur some of them came and represented before the Commission.

e treated as a Scheduled Tribe.

; . 1d legitimately b .
Narikurava should leg v e drawn the attention of either

But their plight does not seem to hav - centl
the Centre of the State Government. The UNESCO Seminar recently

h i \hat a special study of this Tribe should be
uiégrzgkggfra;hz;ggive not evzn settled down ¥et; they.mozeb§20u§ frem
Place to place pitching tents wherever they 1like. ?helr ait;dshore‘
unclean, but look a healthy lot. Their repres?ntatlves w o using
coloniey to be constructed for them to settle & down. When the
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chairman mentioned to them the prevailing complaint that they refgse
to settle down in one or two colonies provided for them, they sai

it was not true,

They speak a dialect of their own which 1s a mixture of Marathi
and other languages without any script, Liﬁeracy standard is prac-
tically nil, No proper estimate of their size could bf made . .
According to. Collectors' reports they number about 1,6{3 f?r the .
whole State, This is a gross under-estimation and.thelr sx?e'wnu.d
he not in any way loss than 20,000, Unless & special reha§111tatlnn
scheme is undertaken for them, there will not be any material ‘
change in their socion-econhmic conditions which are ?eally.pathetxc.
This is.& fit case for inclusion in the Scheduled Trxbe§ 11§t -
which must be taken up with the Government of India. Till it is
officially recognised, they may continue in the Backward Classes
list, and the entry 'Nakkale' which is superfluous can be deleted,

0DDA AND BOYA;
Item No. 95, Oddan (Donga) and Item No, 96, 0dda (Vedde or

¥

Vadde Veddai) in Annexure-D of the list of Backward Classes
in the Notification of the Department of Backward Classes.

Item No. 37, Oddar, Odde, Vadde, vVaddai, Vedde in.Apnexgre—E
of the list of Most Backward Classes in the Notification of
the Department of Backward Classes,

Item No. 8, Odden (Donga) and 0dde (Vodde or Vadde or yoddai)
in Annexure-II of the list of Backward Classes in Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission, ’

Item No, 22, Oddans in Kanyakumari dnd Shencottah taluk of the

’ . 0 .
Tirunelveli district in Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission,

Item No., 42, oddars, (Thanjavur, Tiruchy and Madurai) in Annexure-
in the list of Denotified Tribes in the Notification of the
Department of Backward Classes,

Jtem No. 15, Boya in Annexure A in the list of Backward Classes
in the Netification of the Department of Backward Classes.

Item No, 8, Boya in Annexure B in the Notification of the
Department of Backward Classes.

Item No. 6, Boya in Annexure C in the Notification of.the
Deparimeni .~f Backward Classes (Tiruchy, the Nilgiris, Salem
and Dharmapuri).

Item No, 16, Bova in the list of Backward Cdasses of the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commission,

There are several entries under 0dda and under Boya in the lists
of Backward Classes, The distinction between’Odda andoBoya appears
to have arisen from the distinct enumeration in the 1921 Census 4
where for the entire State 2¢56,000 havg been engmerated ugdirkg a
and Boya 19,423. Their present population would be ug%;r : ta rz;0un-
poddar, odde, Vaddi, Vaddai, Vedde appear only to belg; aegig-sgction
viations and spelling of the same work. Donga is a

and there are some who claim that Boyas belong 1o an alte. ether
different ye8e@ and are not homogenous with the Oddas. Buis 21l their
representatives including their Sangams cla imed that +there is no
distinction between the 0ddas and Boyas. One of the leaders stated
perhaps with considerable justification that 0dda is the caste name
and Boya is the title taken by some of the prominent 0dda families.
It is also said Donga is the name of 0ddas in some parts oi Salem
district and that Upparavas arealso 0Oddars., One of the leaders,
Krishnaswamy Chettiar stated at Salem on behalf of the community

that Boya will be the mord acceptable term. There are several hran-
ches amongst them-Betha 0dda, Suramari 0Oddars, Kal Oddars, Man
Oddars etc. These appear to be occupational distinctions. Their
main concentration is in Coimbatore, Salem and Dharmapurd districts,
There are (Oddas in North MArcot, South Arcot, Thanjavur and in
Chingleput district also, All of them speak Telugu. They claim *hat
in Mysore their caste is regarded as a Scheduled Tribe aud made

a aimilar claim here as well. These are settled people liviag ia
large numbers spread over in several districts and cannot be possibly
regarded as a Tribe, even though in view of their occupation there
are many Odda villages in the mountainous areas and on foot-hills,

We received representations from this commnity at Madras, Vellore,
Polur in North Arcot district, Coimbatore, Salem and Dharmapuri and
several other places. All their representations were on similar
lines. There is no doubt about their low social standing as in Salem,
Kaveripatnam, Dharmapuri and Krishnagiri and 3m other places these
people do municipal scavenging work as well. 1In very many places
they rear pigs and ownership of a large number of pigs is pregarded
as a mark of affluence. It is because of pig rearing and scavening
occupation, they urged their eclaim for inclusion in the list of
Scheduled Castes if not of Scheduled Tribes. Though they wers not
regarded as completely untouchable, they complained that the rest
of the society still treat them as if they are of a lower social order,
Their main occupation is cutting stones, digging wells, digging _
earth and construction connected with road laying, bank bund making
etc. In view of the arduous work their wages are not bad, by very
many of the@ do not get more than 15 to 20 days work in a month.
Again in view of their heavy manual work and the places in which such
work have to be-carried on, they spend most of their money on food
and they have not yet bestowed any attention to improwe their standard
of living or to educate their children. From the point of view of
education, their achievement is the lowest among the Most Backward
Communities. The practice of sending children to elementary schools
hardly exists amongst them except perhaps in the town areas. The
number reaching $.5.L.C. standard for a population of several lakhs
is still appallingly poor. They have not produced very many gradu-
ates or Bngineers or Doctors. The few rich famjlies lamongst them
have tried to bring about a certain amount of social reform and
educational improvement but without much success.

Since large sections of them were declared Criminal Tribes,
it is abvious that some years age many of them did take to criminal
ways of life, It is perhaps poverty and unemploymeht might have
driven them even to scavenging as their occupation. The only work with
which they are familiar and for which they are organised is road
construction work and stone cutting and earth work of allied nature,
Everywhere théy have requested that minor centracts for such work

should be given to them whthout ingisting on heavy security deposits,
15
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A few labour co-operatives were also recognised for this community
and they appear to be working satisfactorily. Perhaps labour-
co—-operatives could be organised in more centres @and more and more
people may be brought under the co-operativecmovement. But what
is more essential is that some diversification of occupation 18
necessary to get them away from this kind of heavy manual work
for which competition from machinery is inevitable in course of
time. Benefits of elementary education should be extended to
them by adopting some compulsive measures. Some rehabilitation
schemes will have to be formulated for this purpose. Upnless educa-
tion at least of the lower level is spread amongst the younger
generation, this community will continue to remain as one of the
most depressed among the Backward Classes,

They also complained that in view of different spellings and
pronounciations adopted for the same caste, difficulties are
experienced in obtaining proper certificates for scholarship. and
admiss ion purposes. Their general preference seems to be for
the word '0ddar with Boya' as an alternative. All the existing
entries may be replaced by one entry, oddar (Boyar)°

PANNAYAR:

Item No. 105 in the list of Backward Classes in the Notifica-
tion of the Department of Backward Classes. :

Ttem No. 106 in the list of Backward Classes of the Tamil
Nadu Public Serevice Commission,

Numerically the Pannayar caste is one of the smallest 1n the
State, They were known in the past as 'Alavar' (éﬂdﬂﬂn?) or
'Uppalavar', since traditionally the caste as a whole happened
to work in 'alams' or salt pans. With economic changes, when salt
manufacture became a profitable business proposition, these people
have lost this lucrative occupation and continue to work in sall
factories as coolies,

The 'Pannaiyar Mahajana Sangam', Nagercoil replied to the
questionnaire and tendered oral evidences hefore the Commission 1n
Tirunelveli., They say that their population approximately would
be 10,000. In 1921 Census they have been returned as 'Alavan’
numbering 1,261. So a population of 3,000 would be a reasonable
estimate for 1971, They live mainly in Tirunelveli, Ramanathapuram
and Kanyakumari districts with some concentration in Tut 1corin area.

Occupationally most of them are employed as workers in salt
quarries, and csastruction work, Some have taken to tailoring.
Children and women also are employed as coolies. Educationally they
claim to be very backward and that there are only 5 graduates and
no Engineers and Doctors from the community. Literacy percentage
is stated to be only 10 per cent among them. They plead for inclu-
sion of their caste under Most Backward Classes which seems
reasonable.

PANAN :
Jtem No. 10 in the 1ist of Scheduled Castes in Kanyékumarl

district and shencottah taluk in the Notification of the
Harijan Welfare Department.

~

This caste is not mentioned in the Tamil Nadx list f Backward
Classes or Scheduled Castes. This is a small commanity foind in
the edtreme South of Tamil Nadu. Perhaps their origins1 home wmight
have ‘been the Kanyakumari district and neighbouring Tiruneliveli
district. Their traditional occupation has been mattress making
and tailoring. The Commission received only one representation
from a community styling itself as Pandia Vellala and itheyv admitted
that they are actually Panans. Though Pandia Vellala 1if they want
4o stick to the pretention of being Vellala the Commission cannot
recommend any relief, but if there are Panans declaring themse lves
to be Panans then there is a justification for including them in the
list of Backward Classes. Apparently their number must be very
small and they are on & par generally with the several temple service
communities we have socially and economically.

The old Travancore Government and the T?&V&nCoTeufﬂrhfw Goavern-
ment were very liberal in according Scheduled Castes statasz o
number of castes of low social status. The regson for this was
that in Malabar the uptouchability line was drawn just below the
Nayars who occupy in Kerala the position abmost analagous to the
vallalas in Tamil Nadu; As the untouchability was ascribed to all
Hindu Sudra castes below Nayars, the lower among these castes were
included in the list of Scheduled Castes. The convention in Tamil
Nadu has not been similar and the untouchability line was drawn very
much lower down in the social scale, So the imple fact that a
particular caste is listed in the Schedule in Kanyakurari district
is no justification for according the same gtatus here. This caste,
viz, Panan, may be included in the list of Most Backward (lasses,

PARKAVAKULAM:

Item No. 107 in the list of Bpckward Classes in the Netsliica-
tion of the Department of Backward Classes.

Item No, 107 in the list of Backward Classes of the Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission,

The 1921 Census enumerates Nathamap/, Malayaman and Suruthiman
separately and the total population then was 2,61,915 and projected
the present population will be roughly 4.8 lakhs. The main concen-
tration of this caste is in Thanjavur district, though we see them
in North Arcot, South Arcot, Salem and Coimbatore districts also.
They come under different titles, Mooppanar amd Udayar being the

smore common. Some had adopted Pillai, Gounder and Mudaliar titles

also., Though the stronghold of this community is in Thanjavur where
some very big landlords are, we had very little response from the
representatives of this community in this district inspite of our
endeaveur to get hold of some representatives persons. Even in
other districts they eame in as reluctant witnesses., We received
only 12 written representations and even these did not reply to the
questionnaire, in the proper manner. Most of our information had
to be elicited from the witnesses whom we tried to secure in various
places. From all accounts there are three s'uh-sections under
Parkavakulam, (Incidentally the entry in the list ds wrongly spelt
as parakavakulam). The sub-sects. known as Malayaman, Nathaman and
Suruthiman .are corruptions of Malayaman and Suruthiman, Though all
these people take the generic description, Parkavakulam, the people
belonging to Suruthiman division according to their representatiwe,
Mr. R. Ramaswamy Moopanar, President, Sudaraperumel Koil Panchayat,
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Kumbakonam taluk, Thanjavur district, is a separate entity and has
nothing to do with the others, calling themselves Nainars. He
articularly objected to the description in the Madras Bducational
Rules where Moopanar and Nainar are put together. It must, however,
pe said that the Parkavakula representatives belonging to the other
sects in other districts did not adopt such an exclusave attitude,
?here are Nathaman Udayars in Thanjavur district and Malayaman people
in South Arcot and Salem districts. The Nathaman Udayars are supposed
to be adttled in about 31 villages in Arantangi taluk accounting for
a popplation of about 10,000 The only written representation
aiming to reply to some of the. yuestions came from palanivel Moopanar
of Ariyalur, Tiruchirapall. district. He did not try to egtablish
thg exclusiveness from any of the particular sect. From the various
evidences we were aBle to gather the Nathamans are generally known

as Udayar and Nainar, the Malayaman as Udayar and Suruthimah
egppcially in Thanjavur as Moopanar. The students from this c¢commu-
nity appear to have experienced @ifficulties because they are
accustomed to describe their caste name in the certificates as

Udayar or Moopanar and obviously difficulties had arised in getting
caste certificates from Government officers. Their main burden of
tgp rgquest in many places was that there should be a proper clari-
fication about the name of the caste and its titles, In view of

t?e prevailing complexity and of the use of the titles, Udayar and
Moopanar by a large number of other copmunities and of the ﬁdoption
by tgxs community itself of titles l1ike Pillai and Gounder, 1in their
oyn.lnterest they should conform to the nases in the list and
obviously Moopanar and Nainar will have to he deleted s o that only
the names of the three main sects appear,

_ Regarding,their economic condition, there is perhaps & larger
sprgnkl}ng of landholding families among the Suruthiman~M00pﬂna;s

ﬁf Thapjavur. 1In addition to a number of fairly wealthy landlords

in oth?r districts also, they are a predominantly agricultural caste
buﬁ s%lghtly more prosperdus than the purely cul%ivating castes. ,
Thls is refleegted by the comparatively smaller number of agricultural
labourers and coolies and the larger number of small ilandholders
and jepant farmers. Their pretention to a higher social status is
evident from the fact that whereas in Salem these people eat meat

the Moopanars of Thanjavar claim to he largely vegetarians. In '
some places, as for example Thiagadurgam, South Arcot district

even the small landholders think it belew their ;

dignity to do -
cultural marual labour. gty agrt

. Wherever they are they a a 0 1=
sing §‘Certﬂin amount of influence inylncal po{itggznr ;he?i izgizl
sentatxvest who met us at Salem, admitted that there is & certain
amount of inter-mixing between the Nathamans and Malayamans and in
yecent years very uruy have taken to other occupations also The
Pargavakulém representatives who met us in Puduchatram in S;lem
admitted that 50 per cent of their people are owning lands from

1 to 4 acres and about 20 per cent of them have their own pump sets
though & large. number are working as{fﬁricultural labourers as wellt

From all accounts this §s a comperatively prosperous agricul-
tural community with a larger percentage of landholding gentry
ﬁﬁving pretention to higher social status, Though their econo&;c
condition is good and they have a fair amount of 1ocal'inf1uence
they have not made equally adequate progress in education er in ,
Government employment. ;

The entry skould be re-worded as Parkavakulam (Suruthiman,
yfalayaman and Nathaman).
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PARVATHARAJAKULAM:
item No. 40 1in the 1ist of Most Backward Classes (Parvatha-
rajakulam Pattanavan, Sembadavany . ' in the Noti-

fication of tae Department of Backward Classes.

Item No. 109-Pattanavan and 123-pParvatharajakulam in the list
of Backward Classes of the Tamil Nadu Public Service
Commission

Fishermen are clagsified undexr two heads., The coastal fisher-
men known as tpattanavans' included as Backward in 1903, and the
inland fishermen known as 'Sembadavans', included in 1913. 1In.

1947 'Sembadavars’' were described as rparvatharajakulam’.

In the lists, Parvatharajakulam (Pattanavan, Sembadavans),
' paravans' and 'Siviars’ (Coimbatore) are classfied as Most Backward,
They, along with Siviars in other districts, are 1n the Backward
Classes list. 1In Kanyakumari district, 'Bharathars' are clagsified
as Scheduled Caste; Mukuvas, Paravan Christians are Backward Classes.
The Director of Fisheries stated that a large number of f£ishing
communities are not in any of these lists. It was pointed out that
the lists related to castes and that others who do fishing would
not become fishermen by caste, .In Salem, it has been ascertained
that Padayachis, Labbais and Valayans do fishing as & profession
in some 8reas.

The State pParavatharajakula Sangam registered in 1931 and
having its office at Madras claims the population as 50 lakhs. The
Census figures as projected in 1971 is 1,058,912 for Sembadavans.
The Director of Fisheries has gstated that the total population is
3.43 lakhs, of which coastal fishermecn are 2.53 lakhs and the
inland fishermen 0,90 lakhs. Among the coastal fishermen, there
are 72,000 in Kanyakumari, 51,000 in Madras and Chingleput, 48,000 in
Thanjavur, 32,000 each in Tirunelveli and Ramnad and 16,000 in South
Arcot, Mostly they live in Kuppams adjoining the sea-coast.

The coastal fishermen do fishing throughout the year, except
in inclement weather, when the sea is rough. 1In Taticorin about
2,000 are engaged as boatmen in country crafts and as crew in
sailing veasels, They have no subsidiary occupations. Their women-—
folk take the fishes for sale in the markets, in some cases at a
distance of several miles. :

The inland fishermen are distributed all over, mainly where
there are rivers and big tanks in kuppams 0T in groups in one street
or locality in villages and towns. Inland fishermen represent
that they are engaged in fishing only for 3 t® 6 months in a year
and to supplement their jncome they are engaged in weaving, agri- A
culture, petty trades, trade in dried fish dc. This diversification
for the traditional occupations js noticed in many places. . In
Edappadi village in Salem district, there are more than 1,000 people
of this caste and it is stated that 90 per cent are engaged in ...
weaving only. In Salem it was represented that there were 15,000
in that village engaged in that work, . It was alao stated that in
another village in that district the major portion was-engaged in
agriculture and plantain gardens. In Kambakonam it is stated that
a good number of fishermen are engaged in converting paddy- into
boiled rice. In Pudukkottai, dur ing the off-season they are engaged

16
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in dgriculfure and «coir-maling. In Coimbatore, Bestha §iviar
stated that during summer they used to’nalse'cucumber,.ln the ,
tank-beds to sﬁpplement their income. 1In Chingleput fishermen work
as tailors, tinkers, and petty shop-keepers.

The coastal fiehermen have several organisations.ln Kanyakumar1,
Tirane'lveli and Tutocorin. Some mumher of the community who are

ricl «ye trying to help the majority who are poor. The inland
fivacerien are more organised and have a Parvatharajakulam ?nla?d
Piserien Sangam working for the last 50 years and now having its

head office at Madras in a suilding of their own worth Rs.30,000/-
The printed report stdtes that it was registered in 1931 and has
400 branches., About its acliievements, it has conducted 31 State
conferences. In Bdappadi a Kalyana Mandapam at a cost of 2 lakbs
and wnotlier at Kumhakonam at a cost of Rs.50,000/— have been built.

BDUCAT I 9,

Special mention has to be made of the school started i? 1946
and run by’ the Sangam new as a high school, in Kattumannarkoil,
It hus a boarding strength of 396 boys, ofasliséh 269 belong to
fishcrmen castes from different places., The general atmosphere,
the discipline and other feature ilpressed us and it would serve
as 'a model for a residential school. 1In cannot however be said
that either the inland fishermen or coastal fishermen childr?n'
have taken to school education in adqquate measure. The position
‘is worse amongst coastal fishermen,

: As regards brﬁiessional education, the Director has stateq .
~that the Government is running 6 training centres for mar)ne.fasb1ng
for training boys in the operation and maintenance of mechanical
boats on scientific lines,” The period of training is for 10 months
‘and they are givgn a stipend of Rs.50/~, So far, they have trained
more than 1,800 boys. So‘also there is one training centre for
inland fisheries in which 357 have been trained. 119 have been
trained as Junior Mechanics for the maintenance and service of
marine engines. In Salem it was stated that out of 3 who gfit
‘training, only one was in Government service. Now that mec aq1sed
boats are increasing, there is scope for employment even outside
to such trainees,

A suggestion was made that boys from these castes shoulq take
to the Navy =and also in merchant ships, Further propaganda is
necessary to make the boys take to sea service which offers much
scope for employment, ‘ ‘

ECONOMIC: _
In this connection mention has to be made of an Indo-Belgian

Fisheries Project at Muttam in Kanyakumari district, §tart?d in
1968. By that, catamarams are being mechanised by being fitted

with outboard engines.. Foreign personnel are directing the project -

in colloboration with the Tamil Nadu Governmemt. Inspite of.diffi—
culties in importing the engines and spare parts, it is working and
it will take some more months to appraise the fulllprogrgss. It

is stated that such engines could be manufactured in India gnd
considering the cost, it will be a workab;e scheme to benefit the

bulk,
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The Government of Tamil Nalu Las a sccic~-aconomic scheme for
fishermien. There arc 4 boat-building yards, two at Madras, one at
Magapatnam and one at Mandara . Boats of sizes 25' and 30! are
bein constructed and fitted with motors. The cost is between
Rs.5.,000 and 75,000/~, The Government is giving a subhsidy of a
fair percentage of the cost and the balance has to be paid in 60
instalments in the course of 7 vears., There is a great demand for
these mechanised boats. In Mandapam two persons complained that

. they appljgdj}gng ago and they have not got them. The Director

~

-stated that upto 1969, 841 boats have been supnlied and provision

has made in the IV plan for making about 1,000 hdats., They were
being. supplied to groups of 2 or 3 figshermen only, and it was not

4 success when allotted to co-operiative societies., These mechanised
boats huave to fish beyond theee miles from the shore, and that

strip is for those who fish with Katamarams, ’

There are about 460 co-operative societies, and personal loans
are being sanctioned to members, and the societies are granted loans
up#u)ps.S,OOO/— for starting fair-price shops and for working ' \
capatial, repayahle in 1¢ 7ears. The Government grants loan for
construction of godowns with a subsidy of Rs.2,000/~! During the
last 10 years, 40 godowns have been constructed. The Government

has constructed 26 community halls costing between Rs,20 to'25,000/»
each.

As regards housing, loans of Rs.1,000/- were granted for building
houses, where the fishermen own unencumbered house-sites, 75 per
cent as subsidy and 25 Per cent repayable in 5 years. It apnears
that the loan amount was not sufficient for constructing a house nd
in Chingleput they want it to be raised to Ns. 5,000/-.

-The fishermen live mostly in kuppaems whether in the sca-coast
or even in the interior., So they do not have sufficient opportunities
of freely mixing with other communities. It is also represented
that as they are spread out all along the coast, they are not suffi-
ciently strong in numbers to a ssert in politics, But t'ey have a
very strong representative in M. Vedachalam, M.L.A. of their commu-
nity, who is the President of the Madras Fishermen Federation.

A request was made that as 1n the other States fishermen are in the
list of Scheduled Castes, they should be similarly treated in Tamil
Nadu as well. Except in Assam they are not treated as a Scheduled.
Caste anywhere else ang in Kerala only some sectiv s ave so treated.,
It is, therefore, futile to pursue this matter furtier,

GENERAL DEMANDS :

The;dnlaﬁd fishermen want that the rivers; tanks and other
water resources should be leased only to the fishermen co-operative
socibbies~on reasonable value to be fixed without detriment to the
financial resources of the Panchayat. This may also be apnlied to
the lease of the fish market, which is essential in cvery town in
the - interest of ‘public health' and sanitation.

They want proportional representation in admission to colleges
and technical institutions and in services. This view is putforth
by several other communities also. The representatives from Madras
wanted that the fishermen should not be grouped with other Backward
Classes with larger strength and they should have a separate . -



' " the Reddi community people residing in Madura i, Ramanathapuram and
) ‘ Tirunelveli districts should be declared by the Government as
belonging to Redd i (Ganjam) community so that they become automati-
cally entitled to scholarships without production of any proof.
This reduest was made to the Government also in 1969,

Commission for themselves. As supnlementary to this profession,
suggestions were made for some provision to have spinning, weaving,
net-making, coir rope-making, fish-freezing, fish curing, fish-
meal and boat-repairs. ' Reddis of Ganjam district were included in the list of Back-
ward Classes in G.0.Ms.No.333, Law and Education, dt.10-3-1925.

Tn South Arcot, in Tirukoilur the fish market was demolished The circumstances that led to the issue of this order make it very

and thgy wan?ed o new one to be pu}%t ?iar?he other market;, In clear that it was intended to benefit only a particular class of
parangipettai, it was said that it is 23 miles from the main Reddis residing in Ganjam, which was then a part of the Compesite
road, that a bridge asrnss © channel and the connecting road Madras Presidency and not to Reddis in any other districts, either
would enable them to take the fish to Chidambaram and get a fair in Tamil parts of the State or otherwise. It must be observed
price. ‘ \ that even in 1921 as was stated above, there were Reddis in Tamil
. districts and there was no specific order of Government extending
At Nagapatnam they wanted mobile healthunits to serve each this concession to all the Reddis or to such of those Reddis as
kuppam, roads connecting with main road and hostels near the coast, might have migrated from Ganjam. We were not able to trace any
In Seruthur near Velanganni, they want a road of 3 miles to reach re%ords about subsequent vicissitude of this entry. In their order
the main road. ' No.Ms.321, 1.L.C.,,dt.5~10-57, Government laid down that the
' students belong to Reddi communities of tGanjam' and 'Vishaka~
In Kumbakonam they wanted loans for their subsidiary trade in ’ atpam' districts shall not be gramted fresh scholarships from the
converting paddy into boiled rice. At the Thanjavur conference garijan welfare Tund. Representations were subsequently received
held in March 1970, they want 20 per cent reservation for educa- praying for cancellation of this order. The Kalelkar's Commis~
tion and services as for Scheduled Castes, developments of inland sion ment ioned 1Ganjam Reddis' (Ram&nathapuram. Madurai and Tiru-
figheries to rear new varieties and experiamed fishermen to be . nelveli districts) in the 1ist of Other Backward Classes, and on
app-inted in the Advisory Committee. the basis of this, Government in G.0.Ms.No,1247, Home, dt.24-4-64,
directed that with effect from the year 196465, members of the
They have objected to the letting into Wykondan Channel the Ganjam Reddi community shall be eligible tolhawe gcholarships from
industrial waste from the Tiruchi distilleries which contaminates the Harijan Welfare Fund. And the proviews order of 1957 was
the water causing the death of the fishes ad disease to cattle, cancelled., However, the entries in the various lists were not
So &lso tthey have objected to the use of guns with d ynamite to amplified to cover the three spe€ified districts. The presumptuon,
kill the fishes which poldutes the water, nevertheless, that the Reddis,wiso are entitled to the concessions,
must have migrated from Ganjam, can be read into this order.
Tn Kanyakumari district, they - wsnted a protection wall in Inskstence on this has led to administrative diffigultiese Though
Eraniel harbour connecting roads, provision of drinking water to the number of applicants for scholarships is the highest even now
poonthurai and Eraniel, from the Ramanathapuram district, Government concessions are
aéailed of in almost all districts. It must in fairness the said
At Mandapam they wanted to expedite the allotment of mecha- that South Arcot djstrict, where Reddis are a dominant caste, has
nical boats applied for, the loan to be repayable in 10 years, not been respensible for any sizeable number of applications for
They also wanted the dry dock for repairs as there were about scholarships of any kind.

100 mechanised boats in that area,
. Only two deputations met us to give oral evidence-one at
REDDI (GANJAM): Madurai from the aforesaid Mahajana Sangam and the other at Tiru-
nelveli. "Both these deputations admitted that they cannot prove
they are 'Ganjam Reddis' and wanted all the Reddis to be given
concessions. They also admitted that there is no subcaste among
. . . : all of them are called Reddiars and there are no records
Item No. 11§ in thg list of chkward Classes of the Tamil igets:zilisb they are of ‘Ganjam' origin. It is unfortunate that
Nadu Public Service Commission. the r.presentatives of this caste did not care to reply to our
uestionnaire in proper form. But, taking Ramanathapuram, Tiru-.

Item No. 120 in the list of Backward Classes in the Notifi-
cation of the Department of Backward Classes,

There is no enumeration either of’Reddisor of Ganjam Reddis -gelve1i and Madurai districts, there is no dearth of education

in 1921 Census. Obviously they have been included in the generic 'amongst them, and, by various tests we have applied to assess the
caste name 'Kapu'., 1In the Tamil districts, 'Kapu' are found progress‘ the Reddiars did not appear to be a Backward Community.
almost everywhere, though they are concentrated in a few districts Both on %he grounds that these people are not of Ganjam origin
nére than in others-vide statistics at the end. The Commission . and oncgeneral grounds, they have pot made out a case for reten~-
received only one written representation from the Kallikudi Reddi tion iﬁ‘the 1ist of Backward Classes. In view of the history
Mahajana Sangdim, Tirupparangundram, Madurai. Even that represen- . of this item, as there are no Ganjam Reddis, it is redundant to
tation did not contain proper replies to the questionnai§é. It keep it in the list, thus keeping the way open for abuse, and
described only the difficulties their students experience in v causing inconvenience and administrative difficulties.

obtaining caste certificates and ended up with the request that
‘ : ' 17
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Post Post Profes—-{Profes- ;;”;im‘
Districts {Matric Matric sional [sional évg\ .

Resi~ |[Non-Resi-{Resi- |Non-Resi-| . .
dentialldential [dentialldential |%"'P

Madras 2 11 %) 1

Chingleput - 1 - -

Nerth Arcot 12 11 - L=

South Arcaot - 32 — 32

Than javur 6 -5 6 -

Tiruchy 2z 35 - -

Madurai 85 74 26 15

Ramanathapuram 311 519 - -

Tirunelveli 203 23 - -

Kanyakumar i - - - -

Salem 2 9 - -

Coimbatore 2 1 R) -

Dharmapuri : - - -

Nilgiris : - - - (R) (NR)

Total 618 724 43 48 42 12
SALIYAR

Item No, 123 "Saliyan (Padamasalai, Patusalai, Thogata Karmi-
bhaktuhg, Senapathulu, Sale, ale, Karikalbhatulu), Pattari-
yar and Adaviyar" in the list of Backward Classes in the
Notification of the Department of Backward Classes.

ltem No. 121 Saliyan (Pattariar and Adaviyar) in the list of
Backward Classes of the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commissian.

Saliyan are yet another caste of weaver found chiefly in the
districts of Chingleput, Trichy, Thanjavur, Ramanathapuram, Madurai,
and Tirunelveli and Kunyakumari, Thurston says Saliyar refers to
Tamil speakers and 'Sale' refers to Telugu speakers, Apparantly
the class memtioned as 'Sale' in the 1921 Census refers to the
Telqgu speaking pcople. The majority are Telugu speakers and a
small minority speak Kannad and Tamil according to the districts
they have settled in, The people in the extreme south speak Tamil.
The people in Kanyakumari are known as Malayam Sale, Their common
titles are Moopanar, Chettiar., They claim a pppulation of several
lakhs, According t» the 1921 Census their population was 61,000 and
their present population might be about 1 lakh. This is perhaps
the smallest of the professional weaving castes.

This community according to various witnesses might have
migrated from QOrissa and was originally known by the name Thugatta
which appears under entry 123 of Backward Class list, Pattariyar
and Adaviyar were branches of Thugatta, The people of this branch
do not appear to be settled in any Tamil district according to our
information
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The main branches to be found here are Padmasali and Pattusali,
Padmasali apparaently referred “to the ancient weavers who spun silk
outof lotus stem and fine fibres. Apparently they are congidered
to be superior, - )

Pattusali simply means silk weaver. Sali and Sala are: synony-
ous terms. for the weavers. Senapathlu is also a branch of'Thu-
;atta, though it is doubtful vhether any of them are now in’ Tamil,
Jadu. It is likely that the weaving community found’ in some placy
of Chingdeput and Salem districts by the name of Seniyar is not
related to Senapathlu in item No. 123, though the term Sena refers
tv .eaving in Oriya. The entry along with all its other names might
bave been inserted when a portion of Orissa formed part of the
Composite Madras Presidency. The only two sections to be found
here are Padmasali and Pattusali-they prefer to be called Saliyar.

8

Though in Kanyakumari district, they have not taken to any
occupation other than weaving, in other districts, owing to the
decline in the prosperity of handloom weaving some have taken to
netty irade and some to manual work. They have not taken to agri-
culturce,

A number of representations were received from Madurai, Rama-
nathapuram, and Madras districts and oral evidences were also ten-
dered at Kanchipuram, Madura, Madras, Mayavaram etc.

Though the community's name is associated with silk weaving,
that is confined only to a few areas like Kornad and Kanchipuran.
Except some Padma Saliars of Thanjavur district or Kanchipuranm,
the rest of the people suffer from all the evils of the weaving
castes, '

Regarding education they claim about 300 graduates, of whom
20 are Engineers, 5 are Doctors and they claimabout 10 Gazetted
Officers. Regarding Thanjavur district it was claimed that there.
are 22 graduates, 3 Doctors and 7 Bngineers. Their progress in |
employment and education has not been very impressive.

The plight of the Handloom industry has affected them as it
has other weaving communities but they are not worse off than the
others. They, however, claim treatment as a Most Backward Class.

Various schemes of rehabilitation were suggested in their
evidences—housing colonies, loan etc. and greater educational and :
employment facilities which are dealt with separately. i

The entry in:the list may be worded as: Saliyar (including
Padma Saliar and Pattu Saliar) and all other descriptiong may be
deleted in both the lists,

SENAITHALAIVAR OR_SENA IKKUDAYAN :

Item No. 126 in the list of Backward Classes in the Notifica-
tion of the Department of Backward Classes.

Item No. 126 in the list of Backward Classes of the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commission. ‘
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This is one of the smaller cultivating communities in Tamil
Nadu. Their traditional occupation was cultivating the betel vine
and selling betel leaves. Betel vine is used to be cultivated in
alwost all f*rtile areas. The profession was also pepular and
fairly prosperous till about 20 years ago when (9wing to thetre-
mendous increase in the price of betel nuts (Supari &egar ) )
the consumption of betel leaves began to decline. The cultivation
was also partly affected by the pressure for the better class of
lands for more profitable food and commercial crops. dccording to
the representations made by the Tamil Nadu Senaithalaivar Mahajana
Sangam and by other distrijct bodies, the present population is
estimated to be about 5 lakhs spread all over the districts exclu-
ding the Nilgiris. As 1921 and earlier Census Report did not treat
thi§ caste’ separately, but appears to have been included under
Vaﬂlars, This presumption is confined in a note occurging in the
1901 Census Report. Possibly as the caste was then populasky known
as Ilai Vanjars, this mistaken enumeration might have occurred,
The 1911 Census however includes Senaikkudayan among the minor
castes, and the population was given as 18,827 males and 1§,306
fgmales making a total of roughly 38,000. ‘On the basis of this
figure, the present population should be of t he order of 85,000 to
90,000. But it is generally félt by those whe are familjar with
the districts that this figure is a tremendous under—estimatd.
Acc?rding to the information supplied by some District Welfare
Officers and by cross-checking it from other sources, the present
population may be of the order of 1 to 1} lakhs, Their Mahajana
Sangam however claimed that they have taken a rough census and
have recorded nearly one lakh 'Thalajkattu' ( S&&626 ), the
fThalaikkattq' meaning a small family unit and not the joint family.
A married couple soon after marriage, even if living with the ‘
parental family form a‘'separate 'Thalaijkkattu'. It is admitted
thét & sizable proportion of this population is in Tirunelveli and
Kanyakumari districts. Next in order of numerical strength may be
Madura}, Salem and Thanjavur districts, though pockets are to be
found in all the major villages and towns of “the State., The ordi-
nary titles used by the members of this caste are Mooppanar,

Chettiar and MuBaliar, Some have adopted th - i
of Pillai as well. ) P e non-descript title

From being betel vine cultivation, it is an 4asy transition
foor the community ‘to garden cultivation of all kinds and to general
farming., In racent years members of this caste have taken to
handloom weaving, heedi rolling and .gmsonry as well. A large
number of them are employed as mill hands in textile factories.

The reprewenvatives of the community claimed that while small

land owners will not exceed 5% of the population and tenant farmers
a?out 15%, the rest sre in miscellaneous small ¢ccupations, inclu-
ding cooly labour, Many who still $end betel farms do not own the

land, but take it jointly on leasé. A hetel farm may be culti-
vated by a group of tenants.

If the figures gigpplied by the representatives are to be relied
upon the progress of education of thijs community appears to be poor.
This, however, appears to be at variant with the findings of the
Census Report of 1921, and the conclusions of the then Madras Govern-
ment (the Census Report of 1921 shows that tRe percentage of literacy
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among the male population of the Senaikkudiyan ‘community is 35.7 1a
vernacular and 2.14 in Bnglish The corresponding percentage for
the Presidency are 15 and 2.1 renpectivelyﬁ The standard of
literacy in English attained by the community jis a little above

the Presidency average, It will be sgen hat Lhe literacy of the
community in vernacular seems to be fairly High¥), The Director

of Public Instruction who noted his thought in 1928 that there was
no case for including this easte in the list of Backward Classes,
and the Member of Couneil mentioned that it was a border line case.
However, it was included in the list of Backward Classes appended
to the Madras Bdueational Rules,

For the State as a whole, the representations elaim only 300
graduates, 15 Bngineers, 20 Doctors and 25 Advoeates. For the
district of Madurai it is elaimed there are ounly 30 Graduates and
in their best district, i.e, Tirunelveli there are only 80 gradu-
ates, 3 Bngineers, 3 Doctorsy. Most of their edueated men are
occupying only non-gazetted posts in Governmen% Serviee and the
number in gazetted posts and superior servicea is only a handful,
1t would appear from the oral amd written evidenes that though
much general progress in literaqy has net been a chieved, gome
headway has been made in college?edusation perhaps by the upper
layer of the eemmunity. Their interest in edusation is obvious
from the fact that the community has started students hostel in

Palayamkottaigand in Madras. These hostels heve net meer mucn of
a success as residential scheiarships were net awarde. L
boys who are staying there., The progress In giris edugat:wa is
comparatively slow, The representatives of th« gaste, Woth

" oral and written rapresentations, heve ‘elaimed *h: . as they 1«
no means of making anmy headway in ebtaining empiaymeil In i€ !

vate sector, they leek te ihe Gevernment alone for sarvices

As their population dees not sommand numer ieal majority in any
area, it has not been pessible for them te get swats 1m Panchare o~
and Union Councils and Munieipalities, Though owing te paliti el
party considerations two of their members are M.Ps., they hav: no
M.L.A. They keenly teel that their backwardness i3 due to tpha:s
inability to command politieal influence. Like ¢ er enmaurities
similarly placed, they urge that this ecemmunity A enld mlee be
clagssified as a Most Backward Class, They weuld alse like lo have
rotational system of representation in public services and diree.
recruitment at different levels for the major Severnmenial depart-
ments, :

It is significant that this ecommunity has shown a certain amoumt
of virility in that it has been able tc diversify its occupational
pattern, notwithstanding var#ous difficulties.

SHANAN, GRAMANI AND NADAR:

Ttem No. 128 in the list of Backward Classes in the Notificatior
of the Depariment of Backward Classes.

Item No. 157 in the list of Backward Classes of the Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission,
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The caste, 'Shdnan', 48 It was originally known is reported
Lo have its homeland in the palumyrah tracts of South Tirunelvel,
and Kanyakumari districts, [t is from here migration took place
First to some urban areas now  in Ramanathapuram and Madurai
districts; and from thence to” other rural and urban areas in all
the southern districts, Shanans or Nodars are now found i farily
substantial numbers in Thanjavur and Ceumbatore and sparely popu-
lated alwost in every other district. Numerically Tirunelvel;
$t11l has the largest number, Gramani is the name hv which the
toddy—tapping people were and are known inClagleput district,
Whether it is a sub-caste or an allied caste has alwavs bheen
debated, though for census and other Government purposes the two
were clubbed together, Nevertheless, there is not much of socjal
homogenity helween the Gramanis of theNorthern districts and the
Nadars of the South, Bconomically the Nalars of Ramanathapuram
and Madurai districts are very much better off ('@gn their caste
brethren people of Sauth Tirunelveli, '

The caste appeared in 1913 in the list of Backvward Clagsesy,
In earlier decades of this century  there was considerable social
and economic progress in the community, By Sanskritisation and
social ascription they tried to uplift their social statusx. From
small beginnings as traders in Jaggery and transporters of Jageery
and pnlLyxéh.prnduce to marketing centres in Tirunelveli and Rama-
nathapuram districts, a forward section of the coumunity became
@ class of retail dealers and mefchants with their business well
established in all the smaller and bigger towns of the southern
districts, There was considerable sécial awakening, and their
Sangams began to take various measures to uplift the status of the
community. One such stop was a request made in 1917 to delete the
entry relating to their caste from the list of Backward Clagses,
During the years that followed, the cleaviage between the econom;..
cally forward section and the comparatively backward section s{jl]
practising their traditional occeupation aof tree—climbing, toddy-
tapping and Jjaggery-making, wasg widening. The forward section which
deminated the Sangam realised that removal df the community 's name
from the list of Backward Classes was a mistake, and in 1935 and
again in 1940 the Sangam requested the Government for re-inclusion
of the community's name in the list of Backward Classes. The
Government's :i.itude was that once at their reyuest the dele-
tion hus beon wede, 1t would @0t reconsider the decision., In 1952
the leaders of {ihe community again made representations for inclu-
sion of their caste in the list of Backward Classes, They also
subsequently urged before the Kalelkar Commission that they should
be included in the list of Depressed Classes, The main thesis of
the representation wes Lhat socially they were still treated a
low caste and that inspite of the prominence achieved in the econo-
wic sphere by a fey, the majority of the people remainilliterate,
economically poor and socially down-trodden., As a result of these
endeavours, the Government of Madras in G.0.Ms.No0,353, Industries,
Labour and Co—nperatiun, dated 3lst January 1957, placed the Shanar
community among the Backward Clasges for educational concessions.
As by this time most of the members of this cemmunity had taken to
use the term 'Nadar' instead of the old traditional name of Shanan,
difficulties were experienced in obtaining certificatds from the
Revenue officials when a student claimed that he was a Shanan,

®
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The abititude adopted by the Government officials uppareu&%ﬁrw?f X
that the concession was admiss:ible only to ?eyfnns whosertziﬁgﬂ -
tional occupation was toddy-tapping. In 1962 gn G“O’MS°N?°A8“
Bducation, dated 24th Januvary 1962, the Governmgnt rezteratid

that the concession was intended only to the cb?luﬁulof those '
persons who had been actually toddy tappers UHPJl‘the 1ntr?du?t1on
of total prohibition. The community actually felt % grtevanie,

for perbaps this was a singular instance where the h?vernme?}
insisted upon the pursuit of the traditional occupa%jnn by an .
applicant for scholarshjips from a particular communltyovaSrl?, er
communities in the Backward Classes list, e.g. Barber, kdxﬁQ an or
Meenavan, there was no such insistence that(he applacént's iathef

or guardian should or <hould have followed’thg'tradst{onal occu?a_
tion. Not only was this an invidious distinction progudlcxgl to
this community, but it also revived reference to ﬁhe Lradlt{onal
occupation of toddy-tapping from which the cﬂmmun;ty wa§ vigo- N
rously endeavouring to deviate as no nther community In Sou?h India
had d?)neo If this insistence was adhered to, it would deprxve:
children of small farmers, labourers and petty traders, whose income
might as well be below the limit fixed by ?he Government fr0§ that
enjoying all the educational concessions simply on the groun , d<g
their parents were not toddy-tappers, In 1963.G0vernment pa§§e
order - vide G.0.Ms.No.651, Education and Public Health, dated
3-4-1963, deleting Gramani &nd Shanan from the list of Mosﬁ Ba§k~
ward Classes and ordering the present entry Shes Godman ?nf,
Nadar - Item No. 128 in the list of Backward Gl“bseé,‘“ {ﬁe!§fbﬁ“ N
fication of the Depariment of Backward Classes andw;be@ anx?4 RV A
the list of Backward Clasces of ithe Tamil Nadu Pabiic Service
Commission.

We received extensive representations from LhevNadar a?§wunity
through their Sangams and their leaders in Madras, kanyakuma:v,
Tirunelveli, Madurai, Ramanathanuram and also anotber in other
districts where they are sparely populated,

There are two general issues raised by the communiiy——

(a) No distinction should be made between the HinQu Na§§rs
and Christian Nadars as there is considerable amount ﬂt,saﬂia% .
inter course between the two inspite of the difference 3n°relxg10n
and both should be treated %qually by the Goverument. This being
4 general question outside our terms of referen¢? “? a0 noi propoi%
to offer any comments on this except to observe thaﬁobroad y Syea ng
the Christian Nadars have a higher percentage of achx%vemen%)upybo
S.54L.C. standard, that they have contributed propor?uonateT; a o
larger number to the Government services an% profess1gn§. d ihg
gress of the Hindu Nadars at the ordinary literacy le:e ?n dard
S.8.5L.C. level might not be up to the Christian Nadar's stan ﬁ].
But in the field of higher education they have come up very :e ’
during the last two decades and from the figures of‘m?logmeg',said
prominence in prufessionsietcb,available it can definite i ethe-
that they compare very well with some of better placed among
backward communities,

. . . 709 of
(b) The other issue raised in their evidence 1is thﬂ: éofhzrew
their people are $till tree climbers and toddy ttappfrzt ;ave
fore whatever progress the small gffluent minority mig
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made economically and educabionallyy should mot prejudice the
consideration which the down~trodden of the communijty deserves,
The claim that 70% of the people are toddy tappers or tree clim-

bers is clear;y an exaggeration. The total population of this
community in 1921 Census was 6,53 lakhs excludine Lhe Kanvakumar i
district and the present population by projeciion would be roughly

IJ,OO,OOOB As observed earlier, Tirunelveli bad even in 1921 the
largest concentration, viz.,2.58 lakhs, Robert L. Hardgrave,.Jr,
who has recently written a monograph on the Nadars of Tamil Nadu
with the co-operation and materials supplied by the lead ing members
of the Nadar community mentions in a foot=note on page 53 gives

the following information hased on a survey undertaken in 1941

"Thg survey reported ‘that about 404 of the Nadars of Tiru-
nelvel: District are estimated to be engaged in tapping
but among Christian Nadars, tappers guld form only ab;ut
20% since, as a result o education and development of
trade with Ceylon, several families have given up this
vocation' - Ponniah, Christian Community, pp,96,97%,

Sin?e, 1941, dhere could not have heen a retrogression in the eco-
nomic eondition of the community - only progres:, Tt must also he
remembered that after prolhihition, tapping was resorted to only
for sweet toddy and for jaggery manufaecture and it is well-known
that this industiry has not prospered very much, not with stéhding
the efforts to form Jaggery societies in very many places, The
1261 Cengus records under the category of tappers, 33,049 of whom
12,000 (i.e.,40%) are in Tirunelvelil alone, I{ is reasemable
therefore, to assume that only a very small number of people ;%e
engaged 4n their traditional occupation of tree climbing or toddy
tapplngt It may be argued that out of a sense of self-respevt,‘
many ?11mbers might have tried to eonceal their true sccupation wmi
the figure in 1961 Census might therefore be an under-estimation
tk}e actual number of toddy tappers cannot he more than a small frf’lc~
tlonoof.the total population, Membera of the community have gpread
now in all the districts and some of their representat ives whom we
f?i‘ln Salem, QOimbatore and Dharmapuri mentioned that they are
t; lng to cult1vgtion and in same places even to weaving. "Whether
1¢ Nadars of Coimbatore and Salem are ind igenous to this area or
migrants from vie South, no one has been able to say and the local
represemtat ives did not elaim to have much active contact with the
people of the Seuthern Districts, who always were in the forefront
of the movemsnt for sog&:l and economic pr;gresso Some of the
represe?tatives'whom wéMmet in Thanjavur were a4 very humble lot and
they said that they swre known as Shanans and not as Nadars, There
has been conziderabie diversification in the occupation pattern of
their commugity. 1In all the major cities and towns all over the
‘sLaLe, certain lines of retail trade and wholegale trade. are largely
“controlled by the enterprising members of this community, who
migrated originally from Ramanatﬁﬁpuram and Madurai Dist;ﬁcts,
Apart from the trading urban class the largeé majerity of these
people are dependent an tree ¢limbing and other less remuneratijve
occupations,
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There is a general feeling among many, and this has been

voiced by representatives of several communities that the Nadars

are a progressive community. This isthe impression drawn mostly

by the pre-ponderence of this community in trade and business and
by the prominence achieved by a few in service and in public life.

The community has established numerous high schools and colleges

and are very enthusiastic in the pursuit of progress. Their

achievement is commendable, but whetncr the forward section of

the community shoulu get benefit of reservation in colleges and
services along with the community as a whole, is part of a major
problem, this is perhaps one of the largest Castes, and the
achievements of the upperuStrata have however not given the entire
Caste a high ranking in education or Employment.

SADHU CHETTY:

Jtem No. 122 in the list of Backward Classes in the Notifica-
tion of the Department of Backward Classes. Sadhu Chetty
including Telugupatty Chetty or 24 Manai Telugu Chetty.

Item No. 122 Backward Classes, 46 Most Backward Classes -
Telugupatty Chetty Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission.
120 Sadhu Chetty including Telugupatty Chetty or 24 Mana:
Telugu Chetty.

171 -~ Telugupatty Chetty.

Sadhu Chetty is a Telugu speaking trading caste found all
over the State but chiefly concentrated in Dharmapuri, Tirunelveli,
Madurai and Ramanathapuram districts. These people are also known
by different caste names like Janappa Chetty , 24 Manai Telugu
Chetty ana Telugupatty Chetty as seen from their representations.

Extensive representations have been made by this caste. Their
representatives also met the Commission at various places, They
have a Statewidle organisation called Sadhu Chetty Mahajana Sangam,
Madras which has sent a detailed reply to our questionnaire, It
was described that bulk of their people both men and women either
work as coolies including farm labour or carry on as hawkers in the
streets, carrying fruits and other edibles on their heads, Very
few of them are stated to be petty traders and there are no rich
businessmen or big land-lords among them. Educationally they are
said to be very backward. The reply given by the Mahajana Sangam
states the percentage of literacy among them is just 2% and thav
there are not many children pursuing higher education. Very few
students are said to have availed scholarships and fee concessions
given by the Government. This is a gross suppresion of facts.
Their educational standard far from being poor is in fact compara-
ble to thavu,ef a forward community. From the statistics we collec~
ted from various sources it.is seen that there are about 100astudents
studying in Medical Cglleges :in the State and in the selection for
admission into M.B.B4f. this year about 75 applications were received
from this community boys and girls, In the S.S5.L.C. examination
conducted in April 1970, 1,826 boys and girls appeared #rom this
caste., In the sample survey we undertook to study the educational-
standard of various castes we found that 817 pupils of this caste
are in XIth Standard this year. Verification of the scholarship

19
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The name 'Sozhia Chetty' must be considered more as a generic
name than as a caste. Sozhia or Sozhiar is a territorial name of
various Tamil classes who were living in the 'Chola' country.
'Chetty' generally refers to a merchantjle community of the earligr
days. Therefore Sozhia Chetty can only refer to Chettis engaged in
trade and commerce and Settled in Chola territory.

No proper representation has been received from this caste.
The only representation received from one Thiru K. Balakrishnan.of
Sozhja Chettiar Sangam, Madras-1 claims that 97% of the population,
the size of which has not been indicated, is living in rural areas.
The main grievance in the memorandum is that the name Sozhia Chetty
ig not included in the Service Manual, consequent of which their
people could not enjoy benefits in the matter of promotion. It
should be said, that under the present system reservation is made
for Backward Classes only in the matter of initial recruitments and

not for progotions.

In the earlier Censuses, '§ozhia Chetty' has not been recorded
separately. The (Census Reports say that there are about 74 different
kinds of 'Chettis' and to classify each one of them separately would
be very difficult. However, from the Collectors' Reports we find
Sozhia Chettis numbering 8216 in Madurai district only. Entries
like Sozhia Chetty in the Backward Classes list give room for
misuse by many who do not legitimately belong to the caste or group
of people for whom concessions were originally intended.

THONDAMAN ;
Jtem No.136 in the ldst of Backward Classes of the Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission,

/
Item No.141 in the list of Backward Classés.

Ttem No;49 in the list of Most Backward Classes in the Notifi-
cation of the Department of Backward Classes.

Thondaman is a small caste found only in the southern districts
of Kanyakumari, Tirunelveli, Ramanathapuram and Madurai. Their
traditional occupation is lime burning and selling. Hence they are
also called as 'Chunnambukaran'. Some of them have recently taken
to the musical profession - playing on drumsand pipes. Reply to
questionnaire was received from Tirunelveli district which is their
main area of concentration, Their representatives also met the
Commigssion at Tirunelveli,

They represent thatthey largely live in towns and continue
their traditional occupation even to-day, claiming a population of
10,000. This is sljghtly over stated cannot be considered as a
gross exaggeration. 7JTn 1921 Census they numbered 3,718, Their
literacy standard is certainly low. Tn 1921 their literacy percen-
tage was around 3%. They say that 10% of their urban population at
present would be literates and that in villages the educational
standard is very poor. On the whole, it is represented that there
are about 6 graduetes and 1 doctor from this community.

A

t during )
. . ast .
are taking place between Thondaman pezgsegenerat1ons et tioaTriages

; ) . : and some tified j
like Kantharva Kottaj Kallar, Piramalaj Kalldar, MarE::: an;esezzg?es

On this score, they plead that Thondaman algo should be classified
48 a Denotified Tribe. This certainly is not sufficient reason to
include them as part of a 'Denotified Tribe' - they were never
notified as a criminal tribe. Their continuance in the list of
Most Backward Classes is justified.

THULUVA VELALA (Included in Bracket).

Item No. 1 in the list of Backward Classes in the Notification
of the Department of Backward Classes.

Item No. 1 in the list of Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission.
(This note deals specifically with Thuluva Vellala.)

Agamudayan was included in the list by G.0.Ms .No.715, Education,
dat:d 5-8-1613. The particulars recorded at that ¥sme relating this
caste :—

Agambadiyan g g, or
Agamudayan - a4 cultivating caste found
in all districts.
Total muale ,
opulation Froportion of literates per thousapd
1,87,703 208 (nearly 21%)

iz the 1911.Census on which the above information is obviously based
e_POPu1a§10n was 3,49,753 of which 1,687,793 were males. From the

reg3onal distribution ijn Table No.XIII of Part I1, of Census of

?: %;é %3111 Volume-%z, it is seen that 2/3 of the population lived

fion Ang V:l,.MadgraJ and Ramnad districts. Obvionsly the descrip~

referrgdmz ayans in the 1911 Census on which the Government order

to ba e ofabove was based , refers to those Agamudayans - gaid

. 1911n:h0 the branches of Mukkulathars. 7Jt is true that even

distriche erf were Agamudayans In smaller numhers in the northern

and Ther e Who are not socially of the same <lags, as the Ramnad

to all tﬂ vur Agamuday,us. The literacy percentage of 20.8 applied

e Agamudayans’ = the Southern and Northern taken togefher.

Vellaizslggsu:drif?ese”t?t?°“ was received from Thennattu Thuluva
for inclusion O?th,‘resxdwng'at Thirumangalam and Madurai, praying
&3 they were of t%lr community in the list of Backward Clagses
they wore educationally backward. There was no mention that

® @ subcaste of Agamudayans; and if they were indeed a

est was superfluaug, The Peyrector of Publie Instruc~

boiniog . : Y percentage was only 6.2,
out that in the district of Madurai, thereywerz on¥; :;:St
uluva vellala community. It is obvious

e a8, who made these representatijons,
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were‘HOt a part of the Agamudayan (Mukkulathar) cqmmugity wh1c?9 .
even then had a population of 62,409 in Madurai District. In 4

a similar request was received from the Thuluva Vellalas of the South
Arcot District, The Director of Puhlic Instruction repo?tTng on
this request said, that the Thuluva Vellalas are a sude1V1svon

of- the Agamudayan -community which was already in the llst.of Back-
ward Classes and recommended the extension of the concession under
Madras Hducational Rules to Thuluva Vellalas in his letter No. No.
3838—E/39, dt. 6-2#1940. 1In oul opinion a confusion entered in the
minds of Government officials for the first time of this stage as
all the people describing themselves as Agamudayans in South Arcot
are note identical with the Agamudayans of Ramanathapuram and Madur:
and Thanjavur. By this time however Goverminkdelcted the entry
"Agamudayans" itself from the list.of Backward Classes apparently
because of their high literacy. But subsequently on account of
representations made t o Ggvernment, the reinclusion of the Agamuda~
yans community 'in the list of Badkward Classes was ordered in .
G.0.Ms.No0.395, Bducation, dated 7-3-1942. The Director of Pub}19 »
Instruction urged in 1944 that what he considered as the suh-division
of the Agamudayan community., i.e. the Thuluva Vellalas may also

be included in the list of Backward Classes. The amendment to the
Madras Educational Rules was ordered in G.0.Ms.No.1231, Education,
dated 19-8-1944, to read item No.l of the list as Agamudayan
(including Thuluva Vellalas).

Three questions arise, viz.

(a) Whether the Thuluva Vellala is a sub-caste of the Agamu-

' dayan,

(b) Whether the Agamudayan of whom Thuluva Vellala is prcsumed
to be a sub-caste is the same Agamudayan referred to in
the 1913 order of the Government and

(c) whether on the evidence available Thuluva Vellalas are a

' backward class. .

7

(2) The authority quoted by the Director of Public Instruction
in 1940 in support of the presumption of the Thuluva Vellala as a
sub-division of the Agamudayan is Thurston on page=8, Volume-I.
All Thurston does is to enumerate various sub-divisions of the
Agamudayan, and "Thuluva (i.e. Thuluva Vellala)" is given as one
of the sub-divisions, while elaborate description is given about
some sub-divisions of the Agamudayan, — sub-divisions with names
obviously germane to a material caste - there is no glaboration
of the wor@, 'Thuluvan' in Thurstons. Writting about Vellalas
again Thurston talks of the Thuluvan as migrants from a Thulu
country gnd stated ihat Thuluva Vellalas are numerous in North.
Arcot and South Arcot and Chingleput districts. Here Thurston
appears to be more reliable as the modern Thuluva Vellalas mostly
hail from thesd areas, Apart from giving legendary details aboui
Thuluva Vellalas, Thurston has not given any sociological data
justifying the linking of the community eijther with the Vella%a.
or the Agamudayan - (Mukkulathar). A Caste cannot be a sub-divi-
gion of a high-class Vellala caste and a ritually lower Mukkulathar

caste.
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(b) According to 1921 Census, in North and South Arcot District
the population of Agamudayans is noted as 14,520 and 15,720 respecti
and there is no enumeration under Agamudayan in Chingleput district.
There were however Agamudayans enumerated in Sal#m ad Coimbatore
which .are for beyond the home-land of the Kallarl Maravar, Agamuda-—
yan, Since it is claimed that most of the Thuluva Vellalas come
fromthe districts of North Arcot, and Chingleput and the city of
Madras, and if there is any relation between the Thuluva Vellalas
and the Agamudayans, it should be only with the people who were
returned in the Census of 1921 as Agamudayans in South and North
Arcot districts, who are obviously different from the people of the
same name in Thanjavur and the southern districts.

Thuluva Vellalas known as Mudaliyars under several subsdivision
are in fairly large number in Madras city and are obvgeusly immi-
grants. Taking a projection from Agamudayan figures for South

‘Arcot and North Arcot Districts given above in the 1921 Census,

the present population would be in the neighbourhood of 55,000,
There are some groups by this name in Tiruchirapalli, and Madurai
districts also and perhaps elsewhere too. A specific reference was
made to Collectors for further information. Their replies were
generally inconclusive ~ but were nevertheless interesting as they
threw some light on the relationship between Thuluva Vellala and
"Agamudayan"™, The Collector of Madras asserts hat these are two
distinct castes - both fairly well advanced. The Collector of
Chingleput however states thLat both terms refer to the same caste,
while the Collector of South Arcot states that only a section of
the people in the Agamudayan ‘caste call themselves Thnluva Vellalas
and the Collector of North Arcot thinks that they are not identifal.
The Collector of Tiruchirapalli however says that Thuluva Vellalas
are found scattered in some taluks, amd they call themselves Vellals
and Pillais, and in some places they arc called Agamndayans as well.

We received comparatively very few representations from either
the Agamudayans or the Thuluva Vellalas of the Northern districts.
The few from the City who gave evidence appears before us very
reluctantly,. The Agamudayans of South Arcot are locally known as
Pdayarg. They claim to be distinct from the Agamudayans of Thanjaw
(Mukkulathar). There are Agamudayans in Norih Arcot who describe
themselves as Tholu ( : ) and use the title Nayakar. e
saw some of them in villages around Thiruvannamalai. In Salem and
Dharmapuri too there are Agamudayans who sometime use the title
Mudaliyar but they do not describe themselves as Vellalas. The wit:
nesses (representing this community), who appeared before us claime
that some amongst them especially those, who are educated and who
have migrated to Madras, describe themselves as Thuluva Vellalas.
Most of these people in North Arcot, Chingleput and Salem are small
land owners and cultivators, but their economic condition is defi-
nitely better hian that of the ordinary cultivating cagtes, though .
poverty is8 not unknown in some villages., No cldim was wade | e
Coimbatore Agamudayans are Thuluva Vellalas. A witness who g
at Kancheepuram claimed that they describe themselves, st
Vellalas in the documents, and as Agamudaya - Muds
Vellalaa in scholarship applications and entsiil
colleges, 1In the representation made by the Poonamalle Thuluva
V 1llalas there was no claim made that they are Agamudayans, but all
the sub-sections of the Mudaliars were enumerated. 1In the represen
tation made on behalf of the Thuluva Vellalas Sangam, lead by
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Dr. Sundaravadanam, i1t was admitted tiat they have made some progress
in education and especially in the Medical Profession, but the ?est

of their people spread over tle northern districts are comparatively
poor, They seemed to represent tlie urban MuBaliyars and were not a?
all well-informed. about the rural community. They could not describe
the exact relation between Thuluva Vellalas and Agamuddayans, except
vaguely stating that the Thuluva Vellalas also describe themselves
as<Agamuduyans in some nlaces.

(c) Whether the Thuluva Vellala is a backward community has gob
to be judged therefore not by its relation with the Agamudayans but
hy the prégreSg of the people ddentifying themselves separately as
Thdluva Vellalag in education and employment and by their social
and economic status, e opinion of the Collectors of the Districus
pepimarily concerned has already been summarised.

The Governuent order of 1912 was apparently issued in the belief
that this is a sub-caste of the Agamudayan and ordinarily the latter
term would refer to the southern people—a branch of the Mukkulathar.
1t is clear that if they are a sub-caste, they are a Bub-caste of a
ditferent caste of Agaumudayan largely of North Arcot and Chingleput
districts, Both groups of .Agamudayans are lhowever comparatively more
a'lvanced tian many other Backyrard Clusses,

The Thuluva Vellala Mudaliyar of the cities and towns are highly
Iiterate and prominent in all watks of life. 1t is a professional
caste of officers, doctors and executives with a large elemen? of the
lower widdle cluss galary earners. Their rural counterparts in
Chingleput, North Arcot are small land-owners and tenant far@ers,
contributing regularly to this urban migration. Even admitting the
existence of groups of these people 1nall districts, persons who
sonld describe themselves,as Agamudayan Mudaliars, their present _
population cannot edceed a lakh, out of the total populu?nnn of 6.7
lalilis for all Agamudayans. For our agsessment we have given them a
population of 2 lakhs a generous estimate,

Judged by all the indices of progress, this communify.is 20% .
backward subwcaste for whom the Government extended educational con-
cessions in 1944,

-

UPPARA (SAGSLY, UPPILIA).

(Item No, 138 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu Public
Service Comm,ssion and Item No. 142 in the list of Backward
Classes of the Noitification of the Department of Backward
Classes.)

Uppilian, Uppara, and Uppaliga are different names for a clasg
of people who follow the same traditional occupation of manufuctmring
salt, It is possible that these groups were originally a homogenous
caste and in course of time migrated to different parts of the cauntry

adopting language of the locality in which they settled down. In Tamil

Nadu they are popularly known as ‘Uppilians'. They speak Tamil, while
the 'Upparas' Domiciled in Telugu country speak Telugu. A section of
this caste settled in South Canara is knowm as Sagara or Sagara Kula,
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Though their traditional occupation was manufacturing and trading
in salt, they have now switched over to other purswits, like Brick-
laying, house construction, road construction, earth work etc. From
the detailed memorandum submitted by the Uppara Kula Sangam it is
seen that the Upparas are dispersed in all the Tamil @istricts with
some concentration in Madras City and suburbs., They state that
their population size is 50,000 for the whole state. In 1921 Census,
they accounted for 14,175 based on which we can roughly say that their
present size would be about 35,000. :

They claim that their educational standard is very low and only
3 per cent of them would be literates. According to their reprasen-
tation there are only 10 graduates and about 25 matriculates in the
caste. Though there might be slight supresession of facts in this
statement, €wir general educational standard is low. Socially and
economically they have not improved very much. Most of the people
are engaged as coolies in all sorts of construction works and it is
possible that few of them might be petty contractors.

Their main request ip that they should be included under Most
Backward Classes. Since Uppara is the common name of this caste in
our state, the other syhonyms,i.e. Uppilia and Sagara may be deleted.

VALATYAR:

(Item No. 142 in the list of Backward Classes of the Tamil Nacu
Public Service Commission and Item No. 147 in the list of
Backward Classes and No. 50 in the liast of Most Backward
Classes in the Notification issued by the Department of
Backward Classes.)

This has been in the list of Backward Classes since 1913 and was
included in the list of Most Backward Classes in '1057. Evea . in 1013
this was described as a "ShikariV or hunting Caste, found mainly in .
Madurai and Thanjavur Districts,” with one of the poorest literacy
percentage of 43 out of 1,000. The Madurai District ‘Gazetteer-~1960
edition--describes them as a hunting caste, who lived by netting game

) ?:iiuggles and by cultivation. The derivation for the worﬁB'Valaiyan‘
¥

net. It is also pronounced as uswi™ frop % ., o used for
catching rats and birds. They are said ® be'esperts at catching rats
and jungle fowls. The Thanjavur District Handbook-~1957 edition-— o
has the following description:~-

'‘The Valaiyars (from Valai meaning net) .were originally
hunters. Many among them, however, have now taken to cultiva-¢
tion and menial service. They are divided into ‘cndogamous
sects called Vedar, Sulundukkarar -and Amhalakkarar; the
first are hunters, the second are torsh-hearers and the
third are cultivators. They occupy & low position in
society and many of their custom resemble those of the
Paraiyars and the Pallars.! '
\
There.is:no doubt, therefore, about low social and economic status,
of this caste. The difference between these people and the Scheduled
Castes is exceedingly thin, and in sogje areas even partial untouch-
abhility is practised against them. The population according to 1921
Census was 3,44,713, out of which Ramanathapuram, Thanjavar and
21 ’

-
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Madurai districts account for nearly 75 per cent of the population.

‘Pirucuirapalli - 73,018
Coimbatore - 13,975
North Arcot - 7,790
Ramanathapuram - 80,600
Than javur -~ 88,517
Madurai - 88,603

Total  population accordding
to 1921 Census - 3)44,713

Estimated population at present may not be less than 6 lakhs.

Small pockets of this caste are to be found in Coimbatore, andNNorth
Arcot Districts and these people may be found thinly spread in some
other districts, especially in hilly and arid areas.

Oral evidence and written evidence were given by the represen-
tatives of this community in all the districts Where their po"‘l—
tion is found in large numbers, 1In some representations, they
describe femselves as 'Kannappakula Vala yar', The common titles
adopted by §iem are Mooppanar and Mooppar, though Ambalakaran, Seryul
and Muthurd ja are also adopted, In a represcntation given on their
heh&lf from Ramanathapuram District t hey have cldimed that in view
of their extremely backward state, a special reclamation should be
devised for them as the condition is even worse than that of the
Harijans. They are also a denotified tribe. Their housing condi-
tion is said to bhe particularly deplorable., They particularly
stressed that lﬁteracy amongst them is perhaps the lowest of any
caste in the State and men with education can be counted in one's
Iingers. They claimed that not even 5 per cent of tthere population
may be literate in Tamil. For a population which may nog very well
be nearly-6 l#khs in the State, they count only about 30 in inferior
Government Sergices, OQur statistics confirm their poor uchievemeny
in all spheres. The bulk of these pevbple are still engiged as ugri-
cultural labourers and coolies, stone and earth workers, fishermen and
hunters., This is natural as they live mostly in dry cultivation arcas
everywhere. It would appear that amongst the most backward communi-
ties, this callte occupies almost one of the lowest ranks.

TheYe ia only one peculiar problem which has arisen in our _
examination of the relative position of Valayans and another community
viz, MutlBurajas or Muthuraiyans. This has been dealt with in our
note on the latter. It should be noted that whereas the Muthurajas
had claimed kinship with Valayans in some places, the Valayan represen-—
tatives nejther in their oral evidence not in their wrjitten represen-
tation have laijd stress on such kinship, In the written memorandum
supmitted from Madurai, it 8 mentioned that Muthuraja is one of the
titles adopted by their people in some places. The adoption of a
particular title is only of -lecal significance and it is no certain
guide for #e determination of the caste status. As for example the
use of the title 'Pillai* does not make one necessarily a Vellala.

It should alsq be moted that while the Valayans describe themselves
as descendants of Kanmappar, a well-known Tamil saint of the Hill-
Tribesé'(ﬁunter), nowhere the Muthurajas has,élaimed this low heritage.

1
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In fact their Sangams have claimed descent from well-known Pallavan
and _Chola Generals and in some places they have even called them-
selves Vanniars. In a pamphlet issued about the 'Muthurajas Varalaru'

. {Muthurajas' history) they describe themselves as descendents of the

rulers of three 'Tharais' or three lands, including Cholamandalam,
Pandia Mandalam and Gongu Mandalam. The meaning given to the term

is, rulers of three lands—-@gﬁngmud, Thurston, however, remarks

that there is some connection between them, but what exactly it
consists remains obscure. The Census Repwrt for .1891 makes an interest-
ing observation that t he Valaiyans eat almost anything including rats,
cats, squrrels, etc. From our observations of Muthurajas of Tiru-
chirapalli and Thanjavur Districts, we '« not think that they will
relish this description being applied tw;them.

From the evidence tendered to us as well as from the reference
cited, it is quite obvious that Valayans are a clasg apart from
Muthurajas. JIn educational, social and economic advancement, the
Valaiyans stand I'qr below the former. It is however likely that
the well-to-do Valayans describe themselves as Muthura jas. Valayans

as a class are about at the bottom of the Most Backward Classesg in
every respect,

VANNAN (WASHERMEN ).

(Item No. 144 in the list of Backward Classcs of the Tanil Nadu
Public Service Commissiony

(Item No. 150 / vannan (Agasa, Madivala, Bkali, Rojakala, Velu-
thadan’, Rajaka) / in the list of Backward Cla.ses, Notifica-
tion issued by the Department of Backward Classes and Ttem
No. 56 in the list of Backward Classes of the Department of
Backward Classes.)

This is one of the couwmunities from which mas8ive representation
was received by the Commission. Almost at every place we visited
whe'her district headquarters or an interior village there was

'‘alwvays a deputation from this community. In addition to numerous

replies to the guestionnaire, some of which were printed oral eviden-
ces were also tendered by many. Among written representatjons
mention should be made of the tollowing;—

(1) The Secretary, Tamil Nadu Salavai Thozhilalar Sangam,
Madurai District,

(2) Desiya Thozhilalar Sangam, Washermen Federation of
Arkonan,

(3) Coilbatore District Salavai Thozhilalar Sangam.

(4) Salem Washermen's Federation and Conjeevaram Town
Washermen's Association,

Their*is not a single village without one or %wo families of waskermen
and every small town will have about 50 to 100 houses, and population
in the citiew can be reckoned in thousands. There are statewide
sangams as well as locul sangams, to look after tlhe interest of these
people and there is a fortnightly journal, 'Salavu; Sangam' brought

out to educate and unite the washermen. Excellent oral evidences

were tendered by their representatives at Madras, Conjeevaram, Maduraj,
Vellore and Coimbatore. '
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During our district tours we also visited certain areas of their
chief concentration of which particular mention should be made of
Vaigai bank in Madurai town and Mayaru in Mettupalayam town. 1In
Madurai more than 1,000 families live in a cluster of huts on the
river side where the sanitary conditions are very poor. During heavy

rains, they complained that the whole area would be inundated. Construc

tion of housing colonies for washermen in such places must receive
attention without delay.

There are various branches or sub-castes among them and it
cannot be said that there is complete intermixing. But, to whatever
sub-caste they belong, their main occupation is washing clot'ies,

The sub~division amongst them is sometimes based on the castes Lo

whom they are supposed to serve or not . toserve. The represcntation
received at Madurai gives sub-caste as Irunguga (R6H 6B ), pandi

( woswp ), Telungar ( 6)%{@}” ), Mubamadiar ( ECElean ), This

¢f course does not include the washermen who serve habitually the
‘lurijan class, Another representation ;[ ives the subsdivisidn asg
Larutuanattu Vannan ( ‘s AMb mmangr ) Jetty Vannan (M“)%/ L0 e, ),
Pandya Vannan ( @TH0e SIeasyss ), Panikka' Vannan (i B )
und Puthirai Vannan (  7'™5 <1 ’

Some of the representations put their population as an
10 to 12 lakhs. According to the 1921 Census, it was 2,149,502 and
projected, the present population san be estimated as 1,01,239. Jvt\
the rural areas they were always treated as a comrnunity serving caste.
obliged to serve all the people in the village. Very often wugest
even now are paid in kind once or twice &4 year, according to §~r“ii
fixed perhaps generations ago. The nain grigwance of the DRO ;S :
. rural areas is that these traditional wages are low and that they are
compelled to perform certain duties which are consiQered to bﬁ'fezld
mean, It was represented that even to-day the Dhobies are subjeste
to social discrimination. They are expected to wash pglluted a§d
disease infected clothes and have t o perform severél ritual duties of
a socijally degrading nature. Another grievance wh;ch was {epeatedly
emphadised in many places was that poramboke and village sites by the
side of rivers and tanks which they used to occupy for:ﬁﬂsblng and
drying clothes are being encroached upon by others. Thfs 18 a matter
to be enquired into, and action taken to restore such's?tes.buck to
them. They like to be emancipated from these disabijlities ihkposed on
them by feuda! society. On the economic side many Of ?hem complain
that they have no house to live and there are no facilities to carry
on their avocatiens. In giew of the scattered population there 1is
very little capucity in them for uniting against social oppression
and for demanding hetter wages.

Even in Madras City and towns in districts, their living condi-
tions and earning caﬁ%city have not improved appreciably. (Ome great
help provided by the Government in r ecent years for them is the
copstruction of Dhobi Khanas with assured supply’ of water and built
in faeilittes. But the number of such Dhobi Khanas is totally inude-
quate and there is scope for opening up a number of them in various
places-—in fact in every major Panghayat and Township. Educationing,

they complain that they are very bacgﬂagd. It is stated that tnly
less than one per cent of them would e studied upto S$.S.L.C. and

yi ing he tween
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their children pupsuing higher education is rare on account of poor
economic conditions and social inhibition,

Their request everywhere has been that they should be regarded
as Scheduled Castes. The Commission made a reference to other
States and the replies received show that in Assam, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, West Bengal, Orissa and Kerala they are treated as Scheduled
Castes. In other States they are treated as a Backward Class only.
It does not look as if t here is a very good case for going to the
Central Government now for including this caste in the Schedule.
However, they are in the list of Most Backward Classes ad deserve
to be given eoncessions and facilities on a par with the Scheduled
Castes.

The main requests made on their behalf are summarised below:

(1)::Loan facilities from the Nationalised Banks on liberal ;
terms to enable them to start laundries,

(2) Dhobi Khanas with facilities for water supply drying

grounds, etc. should be provided for their benefit by all
Panchayats and Municipalities,

(3) Assignment of house sites and facilities for building
houses both in rural areas and in towns

(4) Right to collect the special corth used by washoarmen in

rural areas without obsbLru-tion and % indrarce b; the

local authorities, und ‘

(5) Applicatiog of the Removal or Untouchabhility Hffencen
Act of 1?53 Lo washermen community als:¢ o prevenu thenm
from social oppressions, )

It is gratifying to note that the Government is contemplating

to start a diploma course in Laundr :
Technology and t! : y
fully endorses the idea. y gy an 16 commission

. AN
! d iu towas, citiss and raral areas ascparacely
Feques?s were also made for more supply of be‘ter appliances 1ike -
iron, ironing board and also chemicals like soda, bleaching powder,
tinopal, suphuric acid: for cleaning the cloth. In view of their

hazardous occupation and their liability to contact infectitious and

contageous diseases, requests for social risk insarance were also
made in some places. They have also pleaded for power laundry un
co-operative basis to be started jn all cities and important %cwns.
Anot@er request made by all the representatives is thut they skould
?e given separate representation proportionate to their population
in the services, and in admission to educational institutions. On
politicalxlevel, they have pleaded that they should be nominated

t? all Municipalities and Panchayats as with the sgattered.popula-
tlyn they will not be able to put up their candidates and that they
should be represented in the ldgislature also.

22 ®
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VANNIA KULA KSHATRIYAS: .

Items Nos. 100, 101 and 150 in the list of Backward Classes
including Most Backward Classes; item 1 in the list of Most
Backward Classes md item 47 in the list of Denotified Tribes
in the prospectus for admission into the Government Medical
Colleges in the State of Tamid Nadu, Session 1969-70.

Items Nos. 101, 102/hnd 151 in the list of Backward Classes;
item No. 38 in the list of Most Backward Classes and item
47 in the list of Denotified Tribes in the Notification of
Department of Backward Classes.

Items Nos. 102, 103 and 145 in the list of Backward Classes
of the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission.

This js perhaps the largest cultivating caste in Tamil Nadu.
Members of this caste are also found in the neighbouring Andhra
districts and some of the Telugu speaking Vannias are also to be
found in Madgas City, Chingleput and North Arcot Districts. They
are known as 'Agnikula Kshatriyas', The density of their population
is the highest in the northern districts of Chingleput, South Arcot,
North Arcot and Salem, Dharmapurdj Tiruchirag:lli and Thanjavur
Districts have also a very heavy concentrati of Vannias in some
talufgs. But in the southern districts there are only small pockets
and ‘in Tirunelveli they are very thinly spread out. In the written
representations présented to the Commission, claims have been made
that their population is about 30 to 35 per cent of the State popula-
tion. (bviously the writers of these representation appear to have
been carried away by the very heavy concentrations in the ereas with
which they are familiar and appeared to have calculated the percentage
after excluding the Harijan population. It is no doubt true that
in all these northern districts, in several blocks the majority of
non-~Hari jan population in each village is Vannia. According to the
1921 @ensus, their population throughout the State was 26,45,561
and projected. from this, the present population would be 48,61,742 or}
say, roughly 50 lakhs. It is worth recording that all the Scheduled
Castes put t-ogether excqed the Vannia Kula Kshatriya population
only by a small margin, ‘A Statement showing the population of the
Vanniakula Kshatriya and the Scheduled Castes, districtwise for the
entire State, is attached. In North Arcot, South Arcot and Salem,
they exceed the Scheduled Caste population by a large margin - 30
to 40 per cent in excess, '

This is perhaps the only major caste which has no effective
sub-castes or subwdivisions. The terms 'Vanniar' gnd 'Vannia Kula
Kshatriyas' are known throughout the district and innumerable titles
are used by these people. 1In a representation made on behalf of
the Toilers Party, 79 such titles had been enumerated. Most of
them have a martial meaning to indicate that the caste is descended
from a race of fighters, just like the Maravas and Kallas in the
South) The title cow gnly. used and accepted in Chingleput! South
Arcqt -and Thanjavur is Padayachi. In North Arcot and the City of ‘
Msdras, Naicker or Nayakar is more popular. In Salem and Dbharmapuri,
Gounder is the common title. Nevertheless, Padayachi and Naicker
are accepte& as the\dbrp'pppular titles. There are Reddiars and

. k3
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Mooppanars as well. 1In Salem, Dharmapuri and Coimbatore the community
is known as t Vannia Gounder or Padayachi Gounder to distinguish

it from the Vefllala Gounder who are the dominant cultivating caste

in that area.)

The caste has all the traits of a self-contained tribe., This is
inevitable in view of its enormous size and its earlier fighting- ‘
origin. There were Raja Vanniars, Kshatriya Vanniars, Vaishnavites
Barbers and Dhobies and other service castes inside the community ’

for the exclusive service of the community though these distinctions
are levelled down in recent decades,

This is a predominantly cultivating community and the main
occupation should be regarded as cultivation. The number of big
latholders for a community of this size is very small. 1t is
c%almed that only about 10 per cent of the people in rural areas are
either smalllandholders or tenant farmers and the rest are engaged
as farm workers. Both men and women perform manual labour. $ery

few members of this caste have taken to retail trade or business

of any kind worth mentioning, either in the rural areas or in the
?owns. ‘Large numbers of them are found as coolies in towns and
;nduitr1al establishn}ents° Because of their extreme poverty, during
he last few generations the members of the caste had taken to
s;Ye;al other occupations. In fact, there is no occupation or trads
gagﬁn 1h§i iave no% takeg up in some place o other. 'We&v1ng, mat-
o thg’occi itfmak19g, ffsh1ng and even rearing of pigs, are some
couDat s pations to wblch these people have resorted t., of course,
cupations connected with manual labour like digging weils, earth-

work, construction wo ¢
rk, and masonry also, attract r crus ‘
this caste. y , ecruits from

‘ It is worth recording that the Padayachis in a group of villaces
1n South Arcot District in the area Wherz the Neyvel% Cogplexvj iziea
stanés were declared a criminal tribe. After denotation, no special
ameliorative measures werettaken to rehabilitate them. The descen-
dents of these people are scattered ali over South Arcot District

and they have a grievance thaf th h:
the Gowarnayct" . ey have not been lpoked after by

'.Though they form the single biggest community outside the
Harijan fold, in at least five districts, nowhere are 'they able to
assume the position of a dominant caste, Many of the tenant farmers
and farm wquers are obliged to landlords and moneylenders belonging
to the d9m1nant communities like the Reddiars, Naidus, Mudaliars
and Brabmins, - Indebtedness_is widespread among them, and taeir
educational index is one of the poorest. The absence of financial
resources within the community is clearly iddicated by the fact that
in spite of their numerical strength of nearly half a crore they are’
not able to run any big educational institutions. Recently’one'or
two hostels have been started in some places, and the College endowed
by one of its members, is also now alleged to be outside the control
and influence of the founder's family or caste.

The community's progress in educat
all levels. Even now their graduat ‘
each district and their doctors, edf

is onejpg! - lowest at
Phardgy | ed or go in

"
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fewer for a population of their size. This may be largely Que'to the
absence of any sizeable upper crust--there being very few big land-
lords, merchants or moneyed people.

Districtwise estimated population of Vannia Rula

89

Kshatriya dnd Scheduled Castes for 1971,

. Estimated Estimated
There is one State-wide Sangam which has been in existence for w ~population of population of
nearly 70 years and during the earlier decades it did good work in District, " Vanniskula Scheduled
introducing various socjal reforms and in sanskritising some aspgcts Kshatriya castes for
of the life of the community. That Sangam is no longer very active for 1971, 1971,
and there is no organised direction from within the communitylfor -
i i i iti ation of the people.
improving t he economic condition or the educ peop ], Madras | 52023 2 54,444
There is a feeling in some quarters that it being a numerically 2, Chingleput 5’7?,397 7,32,918
big community, this is well on the road to become a dominant community. 3. North Arcot 09,52,211 7,837,735
But the community had not made any stride worthwhile on the politics 4. South Arcot 13,3§,596 9,52,912
of the State and most of the witnesses who appeared before us voci+ 5. Salenm 9,06,483 6,58,600
ferously asserted that they are suffering from the lack of leaser- 6. qum§a§0re 1,30,0?6 \ 6,34,749
ship, Though they are able to get several of their men elected to 7. Nllglr?s 921 92,744
local institutions and the Legislature, they have not been able to 8. Madurai 47,385 5,82,697
exert sufficient influence on the administration, either locally or 9. Tirughirapalli | 3,28,629 6,733,014
in t he State level, because of disunity. 10. Thanjavur 4,58,967 - 8,92,667
11. Ramanathapuram 19,016 4,43,599
There is a strong sense of frustration among the people, as 12. Tirunelvel% 12,018 5,12,387
voiced by all their witnesses. Though the community has been in the 13. Kanyakumari _ 48,249
Backward Classes list since the beginning and listed among the Most o
Backward Communities since the time this list was formed, their Total 13,31, 70 : i2,16,715
progress in education has been very slow and their share in the et ; - f
empdoyment opportunities is inadequate for a community of their - D VDU U

size. All the witnesses of this community, both in their oral as
well as written representations, pressed for proportional representa-
tion in Government services af ull levels and for reservation in
promotion as well, As the hig.est cultivating caste, living almost
side by side with the Scheduled Castes in most of the villages,

they compare their lot with that of the Scheduled Castes who have
been given several contéssions in recent years and there is a feeling
that unless their_ lot is substantially improved in all directions,
the possibilities of sbécial tension cannot be ignored. They have
asked for all the economic concessions like land for the landless,
home for the homeless, money for starting#industries and business,
license and permits, in fact, all the concessions which are now being
granted t o the Scheduled Castes, In fact, many of the witnesses,
including M.L.As. and M.Ps., stated that there is hardly any difference
in the rural areas between the Scheduled Castes and the members of
this community escept in name and in the place in the social hierarchy.
We have seen their syualor and poverty and overcrowding in the
villages we visited in South Arcot and Tiruchirapalli Districts and
their dependence on major landlords in some places in Thanjavur.

Some of the worst living conditions will be found in streets princi-
pally inhabited by these people. 1In such circumstances children's
education is sadly neglected and "drop out" is very common,

VANTYAR OR VANIGA VYSYA:

Item No. 149 in the list of Backward Classes in tbe Ncetification
of the Department of Backward Classes.

Item No. 143 in the 1list of Backward Classey in Tay 1 Nadu
Public Service Commission. ‘

Members of this caste are found in all the D il disiricts.
Their traditional occupation is oil pressing antd =cliing of oil.
Since oil is an ess:atial requirement fer dixe . vl wnd ool
purposes, this comaunjiy is essential Jor sels ezrfic.vuéy of t.c¢
traditional village society. A few houses ol vuniyars are, t.croicoro,
to be found in all major villages and towns., Unlske the custoinry
service castes of Barbers, Dhobies and Kammaluns, Vainivar may not
be found in every village. Greater concentralion is «u be found in
areas where edible 0il seeds like gingelly and groundnuts arve culti-
vated. -They also press and sell non-edibie oils which were as
illuminants in the past. 1u recent deeddes t.ev bavi tulen to trading
activities in most major villages and towns. Members of this caste
who were accustomed to retail trading in oil, slowly moved over to
retail trading in other housefhold goods, an easy trewsition. But
trading in oil is still almost their monopoly. As bullocks were
used for the country checks', meumbers of this caste also took to
cultivation as an alternative or as a subsidiary ocewpation, using
their bullocks as draught animals and for plying of bullock carts
for goods transport in the rural sreas. Owing to the displacement of
country oil presses by rotary presses and splling of oils in con~

" tainers, the traditional occupation of this community has suffered
_-)Q A“.

Though various suggestions were made for amplifying the list to
sjnclude all the numerous titles, the Commﬁsgion thinks it is unneces-
gsary except that the entry under the Most Backward Communities should
be worded exactly similar to tH® entry in the Backward Class list.
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.gonsiderably. 1In a véry many places the country checks have become
a rarity. ’

Representatives of this community met us in large numbers in
almost all district headquarters and in very many of the smaller
towns we visited, Numerous written representations were also recefvdd
in reply to our Questionnaire. As usual they have exagggrated their
population and have tried to under-state their progress 1n educa-~-
tion, employment and in economic spheres. The Vaniya Vaniga Sangam
in Madras claimed that their population would be about 30 lakhs.

The 1921 Census recorded a figure of 198,300 in the entire State
excluding Kanyakumari district, But tLe 1931 Census, @owever, ggve

a much lower figure, namely 99,942. The only explanation for th1§
variation js that some other community was also enumerated as Vaniar
im the 1921 Census; perhaps, the Blai Vaniyars might have been included
jn the enumeration. If we take 1931 Census as a guide, the present
population would be of the order of 1,60,000. If the 1921 Census
figure is taken their population would now be L@khs 3.73. Tt was
mentioned to us that the community leaders are taking a Census of
socio—-economic data at the moment, and the final tabulated results
arepawaited. It would be farily correct to say that in North Arcot
and Tirunelveli districtg there js a fair concentration of this caste
nd that in all other districts including Kanyakumari members of

this community are to be found following the various occupatjons
mentioned above including their traditional occupation., There has
been a sizeable migration to the bigger towns and the men have

thken to cooly work including pulling of carts.

The figures given below, taken from the sample survey rep0¥t8
furnished by the caste representatives give p fairly re}iable picture
of the literacy, educational progress and share in Government
services of the members in this community. The number of boys and
girles drawing scholarghips in post-matric class also gives an idea
‘of the general progress of education of this caste,

For the last few years there has been an agitation for the
incluasijon of this caste in the 1ist of Most Backward Classes.,

They do not run a hostel of their own nor have they set up 8
college with fandsa raised by the community. They have a very small
number of mcn holding Gazetted jobs, though they have produced a feﬁ X
outstanding business and service men in the past. Their main requests
are:

1. ¢hat they should be jncluded in the list of Most Bagkward
Classes.

5. the members of their community should be given facilities
for owning and operating rotary checks.

3. that 0il from country checks should be given all facilities
as are affgrded to village industry products of the Khadi
Board, and

4. proportionate representation should be given for their commu-
nity in Government service.

. L ]
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A deputation which met us at Vgllore grudgingly admitted that
while concentrating on business activities they have made some pro-
gress economically, they have failed to take advantage of the various
facilities given by the Government in the educational and employment
aphercg And that some special .efforts should be made now to pull -
them up in these two directions.

We are happy to record that the leaders of this community,
amongst all the others, took the jnitiative in trying to prepars a
somewhat detailed sample survey of their population, education and
economic progress. The tabulated results of some of these sample
surveys have also reached us. As the data is not complete, even
for one district-—leave alone the State, we are not able to dray
any general conclusions. But from the figures supplied by them,
some progress has been made in literacy, especially in some groups
of villages in Tirunelveli District, but even this is uneven.
Taking all these sample surveys together, the literacy reached
does not exceed 27 per cent., For a survey covering a population
of 24,000, they have stated that there are 706 S.S;L.C. passed
and 69 graiuates. This shows a certain amount of dynamism; but
their progfess in employment is not so good. :

It looks as if concessions have been claimed by other thap
0il mongers i.e., by castes which can legitimately describe thew~
selves as Vanika or vVaisyas. 1If this abuse is to be swopped the
descriptiém should be Vaniyar ( waedhd ).

\ Peopie
Van i Popu+ |S.8.L.C. |Studying |Gradu- Gazetted) with o
aniax ‘latien|passed}S.S.L.C.} ates -Officers] own Liverac
: : - thouses
Madras 155 1 ' 30 2«
Ramnad 780 26 11 - 4 ‘ 70 :
163 4 1 9 2!
Madurai 90 3 1 16 3
1268 136 a7 12 -_ 154 93
Tirunelveli 303 15 4 ' 61y - 6
32 3 ' ' 13
560 5 : , ‘ 90| 12
- 180 2 2 1 ‘ 35 4
. 376 10 30 3 160 22
- 3,000 28 5 - 2 _ 150 8(
297 1 : : 45 1t
238 10 10 ° : 25 1l¢
. 162 3 1 1 I 1s 11
2 5,000} 100 T~ 10 ~|2,000] 2,0C
870 35 24 - 2 ' 125 Be
100 2 3 - o 15 H
5,000 %250+ 3 | .30 -1 1,200 6
5,000 75 10 3.t L 300 1,0¢
Tuticorin 34| 3 S CIETRIREEE B o f%7 L
24,028 706 | 227 - | 6% - |a,480]| 6,8
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VIRAKODI VELLATLARS:

Item No. 153 in the list of Backward Classes in Lhce Notifica-
tion of the Department of Backward Classes.

Item No. 148 in the list of Backward Classes of Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission,

This entry was substituted for an earlier entry for Paninuive-
in G.0.Ms.No.432, Education, dated 22-3-1943, which was i%.' . .
consideration of a representution from the Tondaimandalar “i:.. . ",
Yellalar Sangam, Madras and in accordance with the orders conveyed
in G.0.No.2216, Development, dated 11-9-1939. The assumption then
was that Virakodi Vellala is a modernised and more respectable sub-
stitute for Panisaivan, This was in consonance with the general
policy of the Government to accgpt whatever name a particular caste
wants to be described as, The "Panisaivan' had a certain degrec of
low status connotation and the people in trying to elevate their
social status adopted bhe Vellala name. ‘Panisaivans' are described
by the Director of Public Instruction in 1937 in the following terms;

"The caste known as 'Panissivan'
whose hereditory occupation is
to render some menial service
during funeral ceremonies is
very backward in education and
should, therefore, be included
as u Backward Community."

The Tondaimandalam Virakodi Vellala Sangam, Madras has now represented

- to Government for deleting the caste "Virakodi Vellalar' from the list
of Backward Clagsses and allowing to continue 'Panisaivan' as synonym
of Valluvan, a Scheduled Caste, ‘

In 1951 and 1961 Census, in the list of Scheduled Castes in the
State of Madras, fPanisaivan or. Panisavan' occur as an alias or

synonym for Valluvan. The Government of Madras have also informed
the Commjission that 'Panisaivan' is a synonym of Valluvan which is
a Scheduled Caste and that proposals for addressing Government of

India to treat 'pPanisaivan' as a synonym of Valluvan, along witl
other synenyus, are under their consideration. We do not, therefore .
propose to go into that. ‘

The question, however, remains whether there is a separate hisher
* c¢lass Hindu Virakodi Vellalar. Unless there was one, the ’Panal
saivan' community would not have transformed its name. It is ‘
interesting that scholarships have been obtained, residential as well
as non~residentijal, pre-matric as well as post-matric, from almost

every district by students describing themselves as Virakodi Vellalars.

The 'Panisaivan' community is practically confined to the city of
Madras, Chingleput District and North Arcot District only. The
ritual duties connected with the funeral: etc.,whjch these people
perform in these northern districts are perforngs elsewhere by barbers
and by other Scheduled Caste communities. gljeither the Barber nor

the other Scheduled Caste communities woudd describe themselves as
Virakodi Ve}llalars for the obvious reason that it does not do them
any benefit. It is clear, therefore, that there must be some small
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section of people who are traditionally entitled to describe them-
selves as Virakodi Vellalars and also that this rather respectable
sounding mname has been adopted by other Vellala sub-castes whose
norm«). name is not in the list of Backward Classes. The impression
of most educational officers who testified before us 18 also that
the name entered is being extensively misused.

For the first time, in our tours we met representatives of
Virakodi Vellars, other than 'Panisaivan' at Orattanad., They stated
that they come from a village called 'Virakodi' near Pudukkottai
and they are a very small community confined to a few villages in
an around the old Pudukkottai State., Some families from this area
might have migrated outside. Another ticklish problem was encoun-
tered in Dharmapuri District. Where are a group of luwer middle
cultivating caste, who call themselves Veerakodi Vellalas. 7Tt is
difficult for us to stdte without very elahorate research whether
these people are genuine Virakodi Vellalas of Pudukkottai variety or
they are different., The legder of this group, whom we questioned,
was not able to confirm whether they are really 'Panasaivan' who
changed their name. It was embarassing for him to answer our
questions. The Collector of Dharmapuri, to whom. we referred the
matter eventually, also stated that there is no connection between
the 'Panisaivan' with their lowly occupation and the people who
describe. themselves as Virakodi Vellalars,

The Chaffman and the Secretary visited on 28-9-70 some of the
villages in the old Pudukkottai State, which were mentioned by the
witnesses at Orattanad, The first village visited was 'Koil Vira-
kudi'. There are 50 houses of people who are always known as
'Virakodi Vellalas' and the leaders of the village mentioned that
their population ig confined to the following villages @ —

Koil Veerakudi
Kannankudi
Alangudipatti

. Marudur
Mangathevanpatti
. Vellanur
Ammaiyapuram
Ponmalaipatti

00 =1 O Ut s ©O DO bt

The first six of these villages are in the original Pudukkottai @area.
The seventh is in Thanjavur Taluk of Thanjavur District and the 8th
is in Tiruchi Taluk. They contend that they have no relatirns with
people outside their villapges and no contact with other districts a
majority of them are small landowners and about the onerthird of
their people are landless and there are no big landlords at all.
They were positive that they are not Kodikal Pillaimars or Vettila-
kara Vellala nor are they Sholiar Vellalars. They use the title
'Pillai' and the other name by which they are known is "Poochukara
Vellala", This name "Poochukara Vella" is applied to them because
of their profuse use of "Vibuthi", the cacred ash and they are
devotees of Lord Muruga. We also visited Mangathevanpatti where
there are about 20 to 25 families of these 'Poochukara Virakodi
Vellalas', All of them are non-vegetarians. They maintain a cecilagn
respectability or H&mgs are do not allow their women to do cooly
work. These are a class of people who &ctua%}y deserve assistance,
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Written representations on their behalf were received from all these
districts and oral evidence was also tukeﬁwmudrus, Madurai, Waramadan
and Commbatore, besides a few other places. Socially the caste

commands considerable standing and in the areas in Coimbatore distr.

where they are concentrated they command considerable political
ingluence as well. They have two M.L.As. and three Panchayat Union
Chairmgn according to the statement given to us at Kuramadar, Tt
also claimed that about 20% of their people hold lands and the
majority are either tenant farmers or agricultural labourers. Thi=
community has not succeeded in deversifying its occupation and very
few have taken to trade or industry. Regarding education, in the
places we visited there is evidence of growing interest n sending
@ll younger generdtion of boys and girls to schools, As an instancc
tn Jadayarpalayam village with a opopulation of about 100 houses,
there ure about 170cghiidren including 60 girls going to school, but
their progress in higher education is poor and their complaint s
that very few of their men are in Governmeni service. 7Tt is also
mentioned to us that t hey run a hostel at GobBchiettipalayvam for t ¢ir
children but without any Government assistance so far. 1t would
appear in all these districts the areas in which these people 1live
are not favoured with roads and other means of communication and
children have to travel several miles to reach evem (e neacest

bigh school. This sjituation ariveg because most of therr people live
in largely in dry cultivation areas. On the economic side, being

a4 good agricultural community, they would like to have facilities of
@rre-industries and the facilities like generous assistance for loans
 wr winliing wells, installing pump sets, etc. It was mentioned to u-
3yowlnmost all the representatives that in view of the d {Vcerent name.
under which their community is described, they experience difficultics

in getting certificates. Vokkaligur, Vakkalijgar, Okkaligar, Kapprlivar,

KéPpU, Okkaliya Uowdar, Okkaliya Gounder, Okkaliya Gowda are all the
different varjations and the acceptable description seems Lo he

Vakkaliga with an explanatory note that this would cover all the othes
variations,

WYNAD CHETTY:

Ttem No., 155 (The Nilgiris district) in the list of Backward
Classes in the Notification of the Department of Backward
Clasgses,

Item No. 1194 (The Nilgiris district) in the list of Backward
Classes in the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission.

This again is another small community about 6,000 strong, mostly
living‘in the Gudalur taluk in the Nilgiris district. They follow the
"Marumakkalthayam' system of inheritance and mostly attend to agri-
cultural operation. Théir representatives met the Commission at
Ootacamund and represented that among them only one has obtained a
University Degree and two are studying in the Colleges, Since their
mother tongue is Malayalam they find it difficult to admit their
children in the local schools and colleges.

.No chamge in their status is called for.
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YADAVA

Ttem No, 156. in the list of Backward Classes in the Notifica-
tion of the Department of Backward Classes.,

Ttem No. 50 in the list of Backward Classes 6f the Tamil Nadu
Public Service Commission.

Jdayan was the term used to denote this caste in the 1913 list
and the term, Yadava was substituted in 1931. There is no dispute
as to the identity of these terms - Yadava being the Sanskrit name
used to denote the shepherd' community all over India. Ramanathapumanm
and Tirunelveli districts have the largest concentration of this
¢aste with South Arcot, North Arcot, Tiruchirapalli and Thanjavur
districts closely following. Members of this caste are to be found
in almost all the Tamil districts including the Nilgiris and the
Kanyakumari districts, The Commission received replies to the
questionnaire from a number of Yadava Associations and oral evidence
was also recorded in several places in all these districts. Next to
the Vanijakula Kshatrias and the Kalla and Marava group, ‘the Yadava
caste appears to be the largest single caste. The Yadava Associa-
tions in their written replies have as usual exaggerated their popu-
lation, clajming as much as 45 lakhs or about 10% of the total popu-
lation. The detailed brgak-up given below based on Census projection
explains the actual position. The caste leaders admit several sub-
castes and internal divisions., Though in the past, intermingling
with some of the sub-castes was frowned wupon these barriers are now
gradually relaxed. The main memorandum of their Association enu-
mer#tes about 29 subycastes though a few of them are actually only
titles, The common titles used are Konar, Das and Pillai.

The vast majority of the people live in villages though in
recent decades a s ubstantial number are settled in the major towns
and cities following many of the avocations open to the educated
people. It is also interesting that a large proportion of these
people live in what may be properly described as backward areas
i.e. in the dry cultivation areas of Ramanathapur am, Tirunelveli,
South Arcot and North Arcot districts. Among the rural folk, the
representatives claimed about 60% are engaged in rearing sheep and
about 20% in rearing cows and buffalo for producing and vending milk
products. DBoth men and wowen are engaged in traditional pursuits,
and even when some of them tauke to cultivating land, both men and
women work as field labourers. Tt cannot be said that the main
occupation of the caste even now is agricultural; it is largely shee]
and cattle rearing and pastoral,

From our studies and from the vevidence recorded it would appea:
a three-fold division is developing among the members of this caste:-

(a) A purely pastoral or sheep and cattle rearing type, which
perhaps may account for the majority of the people;

(b) A small farmers, milk producers and vendors of milk and
milk products supplying partly in villages and partly in
towns ;

(c) A small upper crust of land owning and educated gentry
follewing the usual professions and occupations of any
educated middle class,
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oportion falling under the last category is very
giiiibgiilﬁa;hgepiaggely confinedgto the towns in Tirunelveli, yeﬁuruz
and Salem districts., Any progress in education and empl?ywentfc?;‘
he:said to pertain only to thislast class of the’upper c;gzzlo (éxu
population. Amongst the pastoral people, Pherg is very .T 1‘e‘ged
land oWning; and puasture in their native dxstr?cts'1s Ye;3b 1@1<q“” |
and as grazing is affected by vagories of a rain fd%l én tJy iFE]WQT
cultivation, large numbers of shepherds move from Yllldge 0 }; ag
and very often go to distant districts tending their sheep,. et
women @and children also more out with them, though of late it rs' ;
reported in the Ramanathapuram and Tirunelveli dxstrncts,'wnmgg an
children are left behind in the native villages for four te six
months at a stretch., The problem of looking after and educating thmw
"children, whose fathers are in their migratdry tripes deserveg sympa
thetic consideration. The scarcity and poverty of pastural la?ds in
many of L beir districts and the scanty attention that has so fu; -
heen paid by the State to improve the cattle and-sheep wea]§h'o‘ b
land were emphasized by the spokemen. More detailed :?vestxga{)nn
than we have been aBle to make is necessary to ascertain the exﬁe??‘
of the pastural land and pasture problems, and in any sase the fnxlxn
ment should take measures to improve and presarve pastural lands, to
improve the existing breeds and to introduce new breeds and ulso
some meagures to discourage periodical migration of the shephered
people. .

Regarding educational progress, the caste rgpresentat1ve§>egﬁfi\
mated their literacy will not exceed 15% and during the 1u%t 4 )t(f»
it cannot be said that these people have made any substunb1ul‘pr§axf:~
taking the State as a whole,  In rural areas in view.of t he mxgr§t?x)‘i
habits of the shepherds and of the fact that even children are .yn<usw
to look after thedr flock, literacy is bound to be poor, The [ ixute:
given for pypical villauges in Ramanathapuram district bear ?ut t&uv:
poor educational progress, In the district of RamanathapgrdW. uufi
has the largest concentration of Yadavas, the representatives vi:‘huf
that t hey do not have more than 50 graduates and not more.thun 25
Government servicd. The position in Tirunelveli and Thanjavur wmay he
slightly better. The representation received at Th?njavgr claring
to givenfairly accurate statistics gives the follnwwng fvguris 'n. )
respect of Thanjavur Taluk alone ~- Graduates,30, Bugineers Dn(f':
53, Lawyers 4, and it also adds that 20% ?f thése_people are i Gﬂfffﬁ
ment jobs, 10% in business, 10% in soge Company JQbs, about 3 to ;
have migrated cucside the State, The representation u}so ment rons
that there iay be about 25 Gazetted 0fficers from Thanjavur dlstrvfr
It is regrebtéble that in spite of several representationg from thiy
caste from other districts, no accurate figures of education, employ-
ment were furnishecd cutside Ramanathapuram and Thanjavur district,

Their achievement in education and employed as shown in the ‘
statistics is certainly not impressive. They are among the sluggurd.
amongst the Backward Classes,

Thegelappears to be large numbers of Telugu speaking Yadavas in
Tirunelvelipand the Arcot Districts and in Coimbatore. ‘Severul -
representations were made on their behalf at Tirunelveli. It %pp¢gx>
tliey have been describing themselves as Vadugan énd later o? aaCVaQ9gu
Ayahs. "Vaduga Ayans" is not a term recognised 1n;me Backward l§ﬁaes
l&st, though 'dyan' denotes a shepherd ad Vadugag is an omnibus tgrm
which is loosely used to cover many Telugu speaking caste%. In view
of t.uis, they had difficulty in getting themselves recognised as a

R

Backward Class for scholarship and admission purposes. 0f late &b
have been trying to describe themselves as Vaduga Tdayvar: ' 70, oo
was not acceptable to-the local revenue and cduvat ionil
These Telugu speaking shephered people till recently wept thoaselves
aloof from their Tamil speaking brethern. But of late, ident ity 15
established and they are accepted on equal terms by the Tamil Yadovas.
Since 1907 there was an entry 'Yolla' 1n the 1;st of Bachward Clussos.
This appears to huve been deleted in 1631. DBub the work CYadava' was
substituted for Idayan and Golla. From the 1031 provecdinge of the
Government, it can be seen that {her term "Yadavas® was sntended o
cover both Golla and Idayans, i.e, the Telugu and Tamil ¢pealing
sub-castes. The representatives of the Golla comrunity met {he
Counission at Pudukkottai and represented their grievonces and proved
for inclusion of their caste under the category of Yadavas., The
entry in the list .may with greater propriety be ampl.!.cd to ro.d
Yadava including Idayans and Telugu speaking Idavans "
Ayan or Vaduga ldayar or Golla,
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. o ESTIMATED 1 0vUTATION
DISTRICTS FOR 1071
Madras s oo 28,060
Chingleput - 131,660
North Arcot . L0018
South Arcot . . 1,46, s
Coimbatore - .o T2
Salem . W,
Thanjavur - .. 1,:0.211
Tiruchirapall; . . 1,037,778
Madura i ) Uu L5082
Ramanathapuram . , 2,250,053 .
Tirunelvelj . . 1,87,218
Kanyakumar i . - D 20
Nilgiris ' -___~3ﬁj
13,73 .29

YOGEESW.ARA : -

This figures as item 57 under most backwird classes v tne uolg
fication of the Director of Backward Classes and as tew 176 yn bue
Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission list. Yogeeswara s anoiher
non-brahmin priest cldss doing temple service, garland maliing an?
flower gelling.

The Commission has received many representations bnotl
written from this community. The Commission met the ir
in various places during its tour to Madurai, Ramanathapuram, !fiyy-
nelveli and Kanyakumari districts. The community has a statewide
organisation with headquaters in Kanyakumari District, According o«
their representations, Yogeeswara is a generic name covering Yog?
(Jogi) Sivayogi, Pulavar, Covamsam, Pandaram, Vairavis, Veerasivar
and Vairayogi under its fold. Their memorandum very specifically
ment ions that And ipandarams de not belong to their caste This
sSuggests that Andipandarams are considered as an inferior class by
them. Their population is distributed 811 over t he State but with
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concentration jn Tirunelveli and Kanyakumari districts,
found in large number in Salem and Coimbatore districts., Regarding
the ir numerical size they claim a total population of 7 lakhs. This
is a gross exaggeration. When it was pointed out to them that Yoge.
warar did not even figure in the census of 1921, they replied that
the ir people are known by difference caste nmames 1in different arcas.
In 1921 Census Andi and Pandarams accounted for 66,870 and 54,712
respectively. Sgnce the Yogeeswdrdr disowned any connection with
Andis, a very liberal extimate of yogeeswara population to-day cannos
be more than one lakh. Those who live im Salem and Coimbatore
districts speak Telugu while in the Southern districts Tamil i1s the
common language.

According to their representation most of the people are emploved
as temple servants, mill workers, and coolies in construction work.
Many of them are engaged in selling flowers and garlands. They admit
that t heir people in Salem and Coimbatore districts are better placed
economically, some of them prospering in trade and commerce.

They claim that they are educationally backward, but from the
evidence given by them this cannpb. be considered so,
district 0% of them are literates.
$S.S.L.€C.

Jn Kanyakumar
There are many educated up to

There aré about 23 graduates in Tirunelveli out of which 2 are

engineers, 3 are doctors and 4 agricultural graduates and 50 graduate
in Madurai, Ramanathapuram districts from this community.
to the orual evidence, there arc not less than 100 gratuates in totai
from this community, o advocates and 3 lady doctors, All these do

not indicate that they are educdtionally very backwar®,

According

They are als:.

PART -1

(ii) Notes on the castes not in the liét of
, Backward C1
but appeared before the Commission fdr inc1usgozsses,
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CASTES WHICH REQUESTED FOR INCLUSION IN THE LIST OF BACKWARD CLASSES.

Though this Commission by its terms of reference is restricted
to the communities enumerated in the list of Backward Classes main-
Fained by the Government of Tamil Nadu, a number of castes not included
in the }ist approached us through written representations and also
by seeking personal interviews, Personal interviews were given to all
those who asked for such facilities and oral evidences were recorded.
All of them were told that the Commission is precluded from consider-

ing their cases, but, nevertheless they requested that their representa—'

tions should be sympathetically considered. In view of our terms of
reference we could not possibly go deep into the merits of their cases,
though, all their representations and oral evidences were examined
?areful%y, We think it is sufficient for our purpose to record our
lmpression in brief for each caste which approached us for the informa-
tion of the Government and for such action as they consider:appropriate.

ADI SAIVAR.

Representation was made by the President, Adisaivar Sangam,
Kz.:\rur° Thurston describes these people as a sub-caste of Vellala and
singers of Devaram in Saiva temples, They are also described as
Oduvarg. It is said that they are about 10,000 in population spread
Qut mostly in villages, doing Pujas in Saiva temples with a monthly
income ranging from Rs.5 to Rs.60. They claim to be Dravidians in
origin, They also do puja in some other big temples in Thanjavur,
Thiruvarur, Fort in Tiruchirappalli, Karur and Vennimalai. The
President of Bar Association, Karur has also represented that these
pe?ple are known as Archagas or Kurukkals and do pujas. This is a
priestly section of the Vellala caste and its classification as a
Backward flass would involve the admission of the Vellalas as a Back-
ward Class,

ARIYA VAISYAS.

] Representatives of Ariya Vaisya Community met the Commission at
Vellore and Madurai. Thiru S.A. Viswanathan, I.A.8. (Retired) presented
a4 memorandum and gave evidence before the Commission at Madras. The
commqnity has a well organised association called "Ariya Vaisyas
Mahajana Sangam'. Its constituent units in the district level have

also represented in the form of replies to the questionnaire. The
community has undertaken some sort of a socio-economic survey in

several places and has sent copies of them to us.

_ They claim a population of 15 lakhs for the State as a whole. This
18 a gross exaggeration and it cannot exceed 2 lakhs, It is well
known that the Ariya Vaisyas alse known as Komati Chettis are generally
regarded as a prosperMous trading community. Nwertheless they represent
that they are educationally very backward that they have very little
§hare in Government Services, More than 50 per cent of them are engaged
as traders and there are a numbér of rich merchants in the communi ty.
Number engaged in agriculture may not be substantial but even here all
of them are land-holders. People working as agricultural labourers
from the community are rare. Their women do not go out for work,

The fact that their socio-economic conditions are not very poor
justifying inclusion in the list of Backward Classes can be substan-
tiated even from the statistics given in their survey reports. Few such

-

-
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cases taken at random are given below:-

Dindigul:

‘ Total population 1530
Literates ' 1000
S$.8.L.C, holders . 80
College educated o 70
Studying in College . 70

Out of about 300 families, 10 are getting an average income of
Rs.12,000 per annum, 25 are getting Rs.6,000 per annum, 100 are _
getting Rs.4,000 per annun, and the rest are getting Rs.1,200 and less.

Bodinaikanurg

Total population o 153
Literates - 129
S.S.L.C. holders oo 11
College educated A .o 5
Siudying in College , o 2
Apdipatti - Madurai district:

Total population .o 482
Literates .o 409
Studied upto *S.S.L.C, .- 33
College educated .- 14
Studying in College .. 6 .

Out of 71 families, 2 are getting income more than Hs.12,000 per
annum, 6 are getting more than Rs.6,000 per annum and 33 are getting

more than Rs.3,800.

Devaram — Madurai district:

. Total pupulation .o 355
Literates o 280
" 8.8.L.C. holders oo 56
College educated oo 9 ,
Studying in College now .o 3

Out of 70 families, 35 are getting income more than Rs,.700 per
annum,

Kambam — Mgdurai distriet: *

Total population .o 287
Literates ) .o 183
8.3.L.C, holders . .. 30
College educated .o 14
Presently studying o 5

Out of 58 families, 26 are getting more than Rg,3,800 per annum.

Anamalai - Coimbatore district:
4 .

Total population .o 228
Literates ..~ 206
_ S.8.L.C, holders \ .. 32 ‘
: ~ College educated _ - 10 \
Presently studying ' oo 118

- Out of 43 families, 4 are getting more than Rs.12,0g9 per annum and
another 23 are getting more than Rs.3,800 per annum. -
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The statistical data shown above taken from their own'representa—
tiong evidently show that this community is not backward either
economically or educationally., Socially also they are we%l placed,
Their plea for inclusion in the list of Backward Classes is mot *

justified,
BRAHMIN .

A representation received by the Government from one Thiru R. Subra-
maniam of Thanjavur district was forwarded to the Commission for
consideration. It is stated that even among Brahmins there are people
whose economic status is very low., The memorandum pleads for extending
educational and other concessions to children from Brahmin community
as well, No observation is made,

KANNADIAR AND KANNADA SAINEEGAR.

There is an entry in the Backward Classes list for Kannadiar.
The Kannada Saineegar claim that this entry refer to them, but the
educational and appointment authorities deny them the benefit of the

entry because they normally use the term, Kannada Saineegar. A representa-
tion received by the Government from the Tamil Nadu Kannada Saineegar Samooga

Sangam, Madras was forwarded to the Commission. That Sangam also wmade a
representation claiming for their people a population of roughly under
30,000. Their concentration appears to be’in Chingleput, South Arcot,
Thanjavur and Salem districts. They are mostly agriculturists and some
of them have taken to weaving as well, Those who are engaged in weaving
call themselves Seniar., As the term Kannadiar occurring in the list
would indicate all who speak Kannada, its scope is not definitiee. In

view of this, even Lingayats and others whose mother-tongue is Kannada /

have occasionally claimed to be Kannadiars. We had several -oral
representations from this community. All of them have bitterly complained
because they call themselves Kannada Saineegar or Kannada Seniar, they

are deprived of Backward Class concessions. The community's educational
economic and social progress is definitely that of a backward class,

It would be carrying out the intention of the Government at the time .
the emtry was made, if it is worded wore specifically as denoting Kannada
Saineegar. ‘

KAMBAR (PARI SAIVERS).

When the Commission toured Kanyakumari district, a deputation on
behalf of Kambar (Pari Saiver) Caste appeared before the Commission,
Thiru T. Venkatachalaw, President of the caste Association presented a
detailed memorandum and replies to the questionnaire, pleading for in-
clusion of the caste Kambar in the 1ist Backward Cldasses., It was atated
that the Association had been representing their case to the Government
from 1958 onwards, .

It is seen from the memorandum that this is a small caste having 8

- total population about 2,000 but chiefly concentrated in Kanyakumari

district, It is stated that there are only about 200 families livimg in
KanyBkumari district. Their traditional occupation is playing Nagaswaram
and Thavil, and even to-day most people are stated to depend on this for
their livelihood. They are akin to the Isaivellalas of Tamil Nadu.
Educationally they are stated to be very backward; altogether there are
about a dozen S.8,L.C, holders and one or two have taken B.A. degree.
Even the fewwo are educated are without jobs.,- Inspite of the fact that
the gaperal educational standard in Kanyakumari district is high, it is
complained that this caste has not progressed will mainly dus t8.the fact
that they were not getting any help from the Government. 4 handful of -
them are stated to be in Government service but mostly as Last Grade
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Servants. Economically, with no dther source of income other than the
paltry income of about Hs.40 to Bs.50 per mensem by playing Nathaswaram
in small tewmples, their plight is stated to be very miserable. From the
evidenced available, it should be sanid that the represcntation of this
caste must received sywdathetic consideration,

KARKATHA VELLALA. -

Representatives of Karkatha Vellala community met the Commission

at Nagercoil and Kattumannargudi. They merely pleaded for including

them under Backward Classes. Kar Katha Vellala cannot be said to be a
Backward Class socially, economically and educationally. They are a
prosperous agricultural class, most of them owning lands. They are
vegetariaun and their zocial position is high. They have not sent replies
to the Questionnaire for furnished statistical information about theiT
socio—economic condition and educational standard. No recommendations
are made, P

KALVELI GOUNDAR,

A wemorandua was submitt:d by Thira S. Perumal Goundar, Panchayat
Board, Adalur, Madurai district requesting that Kalveli Goundars should
be included in the list of Backward Clagses. It is stated that these
people live in Nilakottai division and in some other villages of Madurai .
district. It is claimed that Kalveli Goundars form a very Backward Class
socially and economically. No statistical information about their socio-
economic condition and occupational standard has been given; but, it is
stated that there are no engineering or wedical gruduates or a Gazett2d
Officer from that community. Without making. further enquiry it is
difficult to say anything decisively., Detailed information was not
furnished in their wemorandum. We are unable to make any positive
recommendation at this stage.

KARUNEEGAR .

T g P S UKL ) North Arcot district and Secretary,
Tamil Nadu Village Officials Asséciation, Madras, pleading for inclusion
in the list of Backward-Classes. Their representatives also met the
Commission at seberal places in North Arcot district.

;Beplies to_questionnaire were received from Seer Karuneegar Sangam

One representation claimed  that Karunigars in the State would
constitute 3 lakhs and another estimated at 50,000, This is a gross
exaggeration and as their representatives have admitted while giving
evidences before the Commission, they form a small group of 10,000
people chiefly found in North Arcot, South Arcot and Chingleput districts.
They claim that nearly 90 per cent of their men folk work as Village

“Knnams and only few of them are small land owners. They contend that

the entry Ganika in the list of Backward Classes refers.to the Kafuneegar
only and that in spite of this, they find it difficalt to obtain certi-
ficates for concessions. It must be said that Ganika does not refer to
Karuneegar, Ganika is a Telugu name for >il pressors equivalent to

Temil Vaniyan. :

They 'are scattered in groups of two or three families in many
villages and small towns, Their literacy standard is high and they
have been working as village Karnams, clerks in trading establishments
and ag teachers. It may be true that inspite of their higher ditevacy at
the 3.8.L.C. Standard, their economic condition and their position in
government service are not above the level of other Backward Classes,
?ocially their position i's not at all considered low. Their claim for
inclugion in the list of Backward Classcs is not tenable.

.

27 .
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KAYATHU KARA CHETTY.

A representative of this community met the Commission and
gave evidence at Mayavaram. He requested for the inclusion of
this community in the list of Backward Cla sses. Their mother
tongue 1is Tamil and it is stated that they are also called as
'Kavarai'. No siatistics have been furnished. It is suggested
that their request may be examined after consultation with
Collectors.

KONGU VELLALA GOUNDER OR NATTU VELLALA GOUNDER.

Some representatives of Vellala Gounder from Madras sent replies
to our questionnaire. They have ztated that Chendalai Gounder,
Padarthalai Gounder, Badartintwietounder, Narammukkatti Gounder
and Natta Gounder are the sub. divisions of Veliala dounders, It is
<tated that bthe - reside in Sulem district in layge groups, Some
representatives of Kongu Nattu Vellalar caste met the Commission and
gave evidence at Salem., It is stated that Kougu Vellala or Nattu
Vellala is a branch of Vellala Gounder community. In this connecction
attention is invited to our note under Vellala Gounder,

KUNCHIDIGAR.

“During the Commission's tour in Dharmapuri district, the
reprezentatives of Kunchidigar caste wet the Commission at Adiamankottai
and pleaded for incluwion i#h the list of Backward Classes. Kunchidigars
are a class of caltivators who had migrated to the Tamil country from
Mysore. They speak Kanarees. They are concentrated in Marandahalli,
Osur and Dhengunikottai and their population i's aboat 15,000 for the
whole Dharmapuri-district. They plead that their caste was treated
as a Backward Class in Mysore State. It is claimed that they are form
labourers and cattle breeders as: well and that their are only 3 graduates
from this community. Widows in this comwunity are allowed to warry.
Their economic and social status appears to be low. Theiggcase may be
considered sympathetically. u

INOOTHEF CHETTIAR,

Representation was received from the Secretary, Inmothu Chettiar
Ilaignar Sangam, Avinashi pleading for inclusion in the list of Backward
Classes., Their representatives met the Commission at Coimbatore and
atated that their total population would be around 3,000, It is claimed
that their educational standard is very low with only 4 or 5 gradaates
and that only 10 per cent of them arc educated dpto §.5.L.C. Occupationally
they are engaged in petty trade. They claim kinship with Kongu Chettiar
which already figures as a Backward Class. llence therg,is no need for
making an additional entry. e

MALAYAY SALIYAR.

Representatives of this caste met the Commission and gave evidence
at Nagercoil, They have stated that their occupation is weaving.
Kudumbi Saliyar, Valliyur Saliyur, Malayan Saliyar are branches of
Salaiyar. They have stated that they have not enjoyed any concession
and that they are poorl Saliyar is found in the general list of Backward
Classes. It may not be difficult for the Malayan Saliyar peoplé to gect
a certificate as Saliyar. Therefore it is n§t necessary to amplify the
compunity Saliyar by including the Malayan Saliyar. .

. “PAVHIAANDAM CHETTIAR OR UTHAMA CHETTIAR.
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MUSLIMS OTHER THAN LABBAIS.

“~ "Though Labbai amongst Muslims alone is in the list of Backward
Classes (excluding however the two other minor sub-divisions of
Muslims, .namely Dudekula and Mappilla), representabionsy were received
on behalf of the Muslim community in general as well as from Urdu
speaking Muslims. Whatever might have been the connotation of the
term when the entry was firs® made in the list as we have abserved in
Caapter-I itsel®, in practics the term Labbai is interpreted as
covering.all Tamil-speaking Muslims, not withstanding the existence
of differcnt groups like Rowthars and Maracairs. The representatives
on hehalf of the Muslims claimed that the comminity is indivisible
and that all Muslims should be treated alike. The represéntations on
behalf of Urdu-speaking Muslims, oral as well as written, plcaded
that Urdu speaking Muslims, are as badly as, if not worse off than,
thejir Tamil speaking brethren and thxt they should not be denied the
privileges now extended to Labbais only. This point oi view has been
alaborated in the note on Labbai on Volume-II, Part-I.

NAGARATHAR:

Representation has been received from Nagarathar community for
inclusion in the list of Backward Classes. Their representatives also
wmet the Commission at Madurai and Salem. They say that they belong
to the Nagarathar class referred to.in Silapathikaram who were living
in Poombuhar City. They now plead that, though there might be some
rich people in this community, there is a bigger section in this caste
whose socio-—economic conditions are very poor, justifying treatment
as a backward clags. They have not given necessary statistical data in
support of their claim. Even otherwise it is a known fact that
Nagarathu Cbett@ars form a wealthy class of traders, indugtrialists
and money-lenders. Their social position is very high and therefore
there secms to be no justification for treating Nagarathar as a
backward class.

QVACHAR.

- Secretary, Taxil Nadu Ovachar Sangam, Ramanathapuram sent a

representation in the forwm of replies to the questionnaire pleading
for inclusion of Ovachar community in the 1list of Backward Classes.
Their representatives also m@t the Commission at Madurai. They claim
a population of 10,000 in the whole State but are chiefly found in
Ramanathapuram and Thanjavar districts. Their traditional occupation
is temple service and they officiate as Poojaries. Nowadays they work
as agricultural labourers and coolies. Their educational standard is
low, It is claimed that there js only one graduate from the community
and no one has taken a professional degree so far.

Ovachars iw actually an old Tamilian cowmunity and is similarly
gsocially to the Kamban community of the Kanyakumari district. "They
have pleaded for inclusion under the Most Backward Classes which scem
reasonable. '

.

" A memorandum reccived from Thiru R. Vaiyapuri, Namakkal taluk, .
‘claime that it is a very ;small community consisting of not more than
100 families and mostly confined to Salem district., It is claimed that
Yarring a handful of them who are employed.as Elementary School teachers
~and Government Subordinate Service, the rest are all employed as coolies.
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He pleads for inclusion of the caste in the list of Mozt Bgckwarg
Clagges, Government may decide the case after further vorification.

POLAVAN. _

A written wemorandum was reccived frow one Thiru K. Dhandapani,
Avanashi stating that there are few people belonging to Pulavan
comrunity residing at Avinashi, Palladam, Gobichetiipalayam of
Coimdatore district aand that these people are wmost backward in all
respects., Detailed information has not been given in thc-absen?e
of which no observation could be made. "Pulav:n" has an extensive
meaning beyond a caste description and cannot be accepted as
dei:abing a caste,

ZALAYAKKARAR

A memorandun was received from the Pregsident, Panchayat Union,
Pennagar, South Arcot pleading for inclusion of Palayakkarar in the
list of Backward Classes. Their representutives met the Commission
at Vallam and stated that Palayakkarars are also otherwise called as
Rajakulavavniar claiming kinship with Vanniars. Theyv reque sted that
all the concessions given to Vanniars must also be extended to them.
Since it admitted that Rajakulavanniar or Palayakkarar is a small
sect among Vanniars with free mixing amonyg thew, there does not seem
to be any need for making a new entry now,

P2ANAN,

The representitives of 'Panan' community wet the Commisx{on
at Madurai and pleaded for inclusion in the list of Backward b]us?es. .
They also sent representaiion in the form of replies to the Questionnaire,
They claim a popilation of 15,000 for the whole State. They call
themselves as 'Pandiya Vellala' and claim that 'Pandiya Vellala' an@ .
'Panan' are same., This is one of the illustrations of small commun}tlea,
which are really very backward, but in their anxiety to elevu?g thelf
social position, assume names like 'Vellalas' and Pillais'. 'Panans
are found in Tirunelveli and Kanyakuwari districts., In 1891 Census Heport,
it has been classified as a Schedaled Caste, and their population was .
estimated at 1,672 for Tamil Nadu alone. Even now Panans of Kanyakumnr}
and Shencottah taluk are treated as a Scheduled Caste. But the Panans in
the other districts like Madurai, Tiranelveli and Ramanathapuram,
where they are scattered are not entitled to any concesasion.

The Panans in Madurai, Ramanathapuram district have marriége
connections with Panans of Kanyakumari district. It is but fair, that
Panan should find a place in the Tamil Nadu list also as a Backward

Class,
RATANAGIRI VELLALA.

Representation was received in the form of reply to the Questionpaire
from the President, Rathnagiri Vellalar Sangam, Coimbatore-17 requesting
for inclusion under Most Backward Classes. They claim a popu1§t109
of 2,500 and all of them live in Coimbatore division of t?at letr1ct.
From their representation it is seen that they are a cultlYatlng
clas:s and there are land lords, tenant cultivatorg an@ agrlclltgral
labourers, in this cmmunity as in any other cultivating ?oymunlty.

Pheir average annual earning are stated to range from a minimum of

Rs.600 to 5,000 per annum. They claim that there are only 2 graduates

from the community and 12 persons in Government'serv1ce.' All of them
holding Non-Gazetted positions. Though Fhelr educational

are dard may be poor, their social position is not low. There seems to-.be

s:a?uZtificatiou for including them under Backward Classes.
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SAKRAVAR,

Representation was received for Sakravar Mahajana Sangam., It is
seen that Sakravar people are concentrated only in Kanyakumari district.
According to the representation, they numbered about 15,000 and their
traditional occupation is barbering. It is claimed that their educa-
tional and socio-economic conditions are poor and henca it should be
included in the list of Backward Classes. However, it shoald be said
that this caste is treated a Backward Class for purposes of fee conces~
sion. The grievances that it does not figure in the Kanyakumari list
is since rectified as could be soon in Section ii of Chapter XI,

SAJALAYARAN,

A memorandum was reccived from Thiru K.A.P, Mutha, Secretary,
Savalakara Samuga Sangam, Kuniamuthur, Coimbatore district by the
Commission. Their representatives also met the Commission during its
tour in Coimbatore district., The main grievance of the representation
is that Savalakaran Caste is trecated as a Backward Class in Kanyakumari
district and this concession should be extended to the Savalakarans living
in Coimbatore district. According to 4y, statistics given in the
memorandum these people are concentrated in few villages in Coimbztore
district numbering ahout 1,000. Bven from their representation, it
cannot be said that their educational standard is very poor., However
it is claimed that their economic condition is poor to justify the
inclusion in the Backward Class list. The Government after making
further verification may extend the concessions if justitied,

SAYAKARAN |

Representation in the form of replies to Questionnaire has been
received from one A. Madaswanmy, pleading for inecluding Sayakaran in
the list of Backward Classes. It is stated that the Sayakarans form
a separate group and are concentrated in view villages of Kanyakumari
distriet. The main occupation of the people is said to be dyeing and
printing of cloth. Some are employed as coolies and agricualtural
labourers. In all, they account for only 624. They claim that their
educational standard is very low and only 30 of them are literates,
with 2 graduates. Five persons from this comwunity are g pployed as
school teachers and 4 are working in Government service.

From their representation it issévident that they are a poor lot
deserving sympathy. But the list would become very unwieldy if a number
of such small communities are included. Besides, Sayakaran is fot a
caste by itself, It is only an occupational term referring to people
who are engaged in dyeing. In view of the fact that their traditional
occupation is closely related to weaving they have a claim to be
treated on a par with other veaving communities., Government may a sk
Collectors of Southern districts for detailed information,

SCHOLAPURAM CHETTIAR. .

The President, "Sholapuram Chettiar Kalvi Abivirathi Sangam"
represented in the form of repliés to the Questionnaire pleading for
inclusion in the list of Backward Clagses. He stated that the Chettiurs
living in Kumbakonam, Nagapatnam and Mayuram taluks in Thanjavur district
and Udayarpalayam,in,Tiruchirappalli district numbering about 3,500 are
known by the pame Sholapuram Chettiars. 'Though it is represented that
this group of people are socially and econsmically very backward, the
information contained in their memorandum does not justify it. It is
®een that most of them ars petty trade 's in cloth and allied products.

28
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Few of them are “and nolders. Women do not go out for work. It is
gtated that tieir average anmual income i3 about Rs.1,000. Even those
who ace stated to be farm workers get income not less than Rs,.500. . ’
This cannot be considered low, when cowpared to the plight of many

otrar Backwvard Classes. They say that their education standard is low,
but even from their statement it is secn that there are 5 @ngineering
graduates, 10 graduates, 1 doctor ard 3 lawyers. For a population of

3. %500 this shoald be taken as a good perioruuznce in education. They

hae ,,t pade any convincing case. .

4ATA VELLALA.

The Vellala ,omuwunity is the main cultivating class owning lands
a1l over Tamil Nadu, There are a number of regional divisions among
Vollalas, each one taking some name which has territorial significance,
vne sach suh-division is Sozhia Vellala. Representation in the form .
0of roplies to the Questionnaire Was recoived from 'Thondamandala Sozlila
Vellala. Hepresentation in the forms 0of replies to the Juestionnair? '
was recelved from 'Thondamandala Sozhia Vellala Kalvi Samooga Abiviruthi
Sangam, Madras-4' pleading for inclusion of their caste ander Backward
Ciasses. I+t is stated that this particalar group is living in Chingleoput
and Madras districts with a population of 4,500. It is claimed that
in the rural areas they are working as tepant farmers, and,in towns
and cities they work as drivers, masons and employees in printing Press.
Their educational standnrd is said to be poor and they claim that there
are no graduates, engineers and doctors from their community.

Taeir representatives'also wet the Commission at Madras. T@ey
claim that their people live only in Madras and Chingleput d%StYICtS
and go not have any connection with the Sozhia Vellalas of Tiruchy
district. Some people claiming to belong to Sozhia Vellala Community
met the Commission at Thanjavar and Kupbakonam. They were not able to
Say aHthing about their connection with the Sozhia Vellalas of '
Chingleput and Madras districts. Without making a detailed qpqulfy.
into the decidl, econakic conditions of these ‘people it 4s 'difficult to say
anything clearly about their claim, : :
VELLAMBAR. /

One representative of this community met the Commission aF
Pudukkottai and gave evidence.: He has stated that the populaplon of
Vellambar community is about one lakh spread over in Karaik?dl and
Thanjavur alse. His main grievance was that with the declain of
Nagarathars migration to far Bast countries, may of their people lost there
profession of cooking and during domestic service. lle pleaded that
‘this community should be included in the list of Backward Classes.

In 1931 comsus, Vallambar population is gilven an 549% ags far as
Pudual:ottai State was concerned. The Governwent may consider the
reque bt of this community after detailed verification.

VEDAL . -

;. represcntation was received on behalf of 'Vedan®, Vettuvan or
Vettai”%ran: They are all stated to be employed 1n hasket making{
“amboo -orking, hunting small games, and working as coolies, Their
gain griecvance is that they should be included in the lisF of Scheduleq
Tyises. They point oat the fact that their coanterparts 1in Kanyakuanarl
ai atrict and Shencottah talul are treated ag Scheduled Tribe
(iten No.3, Malai Vedan) and enjoy greater educational and other '
concesgsions there. They claim kinship with the Malal Vedan of Kanyakumari
district and request to be treated as a Scheduled Tribe in otherkparts

of Tamil Nada as well.

The Commission could do very little in tida regavd.  lowovoi,
after verifying whether these beople bheer trital featares, Governuwent
may perhaps toke 1p the issuc vith the Governuent of India.

When the Commission touv - vicg L. oil Jistrict, another
representation was made by e seople uoesrlbiug Lheuselves as
‘Vaduvar'. They claim descent from "Hamsbirajan'. A representation

in the form of replies to qucestionmaire was also received fgrom oune

Dr. K.J. Mathiran, Bral, Piranelveli district, There can e little
d@ispute about their spcio—ecohomic and educational backwardness.

But from the information given by them about their caste, it looks
they are similar to Koravas. They say that Kall Korava, Jppu Korava,
Thomala Korava, Veduvan are all sub-divisions awong them. At present
there is no entry in the iiast of Daclward Classes referring to Veduvan

or Vedan as such, To ena ic ine ¢ scople, who are really backward
by any standard, to cijoy Governiesd concerzions the entry in the
list 'Vettaikaran' may "¢ ampliiicd to inclade 'V.dan' also (item
No.53 Most Backward Class and it 73 Twil dadu Public Service
Commission list).

NEW CAFYIY

VELLALAS.

"The Vellala Perudmakikal Sangam" wet the Commission and gave
evidence at Madurai. They wanted to include even the Vellalas of
Tirunelveli district and the 3aivite Mudaliars. They also said that
Vecrakodi Vellalas and Pandia Vellalas are included in the "Vellala
Caste". Taking the Vellala Community as a whole, they are not
backward.

NANJILNADJ VSLLALA.

A representative of this compunity wet the Commission at oy
Nagercoil and pleaded for the inclusion of the Community in the list ™
of Backward Classes, as they were treated as Backward in the erst-
while Travancore and Cochin State.

VELLALA GOUNDER.

'Representation in the form of detailed replies to the Questionnaire
was reccived from one Thira Perumal, B.A., Madras-4 on behalf of

'Vellala Goundar'. The representation claims a total population of

10 lakhs for Vellala Goundars, mostly living in villages. It is
claimed that 60 per cent of the people -are small land holders with an
annual income ranging from Rs.1,000 to 3,000 per annum. 30 per cent

of them are tenant cultivators with an income between Rs.500 and 2,000
per annum. Only 10 per cent of them are working as agricaltural
labourers, with an angual income of less than H3.850. 40 per cent of
the people are stated to literates. In Salem district alone there are
500 graduates, 50 Engineers and 10 Doctors according to the representa-
tion. In Government services, about 150 persons are employed with at
Gagetted and Non-Gazetted level and 1200 arc employed in private sector
undertakings. For the State as a whole, there are aboat 150 Gazetted
Officers from this community. IBven relying on ‘this information given
in the représentation about the community's educational and economic
standard, there is absolutely no justification for including this caste
under Backward Classes., :

When the Commission toured Coimbatore district, some representa~
tives of Goundar community from Veppangal village represented thair
case. They made a plea that all of them are agricultural laboarers and
during off season they go to the nearby forest, collect fire wood '
and sell  them in the market. It is quite possible that Goundars living

»
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In addition .. these castes which appeared before the Commission,'
representations have been received by the Government from time to time
and such cases were referred to the Commission by the Government.

KANN R COMMUNITY.

Representation was made to the Government by K. Vijayakumar and

S. Shanmugam of Coimbatore district claiming that Kannar community is
very backward, economically and socially. The Collectors reported that
“Kannar community is a sub-caste of Kammalan and that their main occupa-
"tion is repairing and manufacturing of brass and copper vessels.

~ially and economically also they have been found to be very backward

almost all districts. However, since Kannar is only a sub-caste of
iamealan community which is already there in the list, the grievance of
the community people will be met by amplifying the entry of Kammalan, ,
so as to include the Kannar community also.

SALIVAGANA,

In Salem district it was brought to the notice of the Collector
that a student could not secure a community certificate since his caste
name was entered as Salivaganan in the birth register and also in his
school certificate. . Salivaganan is claimed to be only another name for
Kulala in some parts of Salem. The same caste assuming different names
is nothing peculiar to potters. It is not desirable to include all .
such synonymous names in the list of Backward classes, District officials
issuing certificates must use their discretion in identifying whe ther
an applicant, though claiming to belong to .one of the sub-castes or
PSingk? rare synonym, really comes from one of the castes listed as
Backward Classes. No special inclusion is necessary.

SERVAI OF COIMBATORE DISTRICT. i

« Representation was made by Thiru K.A.P. Muthu, President, Servail
comuunity Association, Kuniamuthur. It is claimed that there are about
262 Servai families living in that district. Most of these people are
stated to be cooly workers in Mills and factories, and only a handfu}
of their children get the benefit of collegiate education. The.spe01al_
Tah#ilder of Harijan Welfare department after verifying the living condi-
tions of these people reported that they were a poor and Backward Class.

Another representation was received by the Government from .
Tirachirappalli ‘district. A boy's caste name was entered as Serval
in the School certificate. His father complained that he belonged to
Muthuraja caste, but he could not secure community certificate since
Servai wa%?not included in the list of Backward Classes.

Servai is only a title and not a caste name. In fact people from
Thondaman, Agamudaiyan, Kallar and Ambalakaran communities use this
title. Hence to include a title under Backward Cldsses will lead to
complications.' Once this is done, claims from various other castes will

also pour in.,

ASTIIANDRA GOLLA.

Asfhandra Golla Samugam, Guniamuthur, Coimbatore district represented
to the Government for including the Asthandra Golla community in the
list of Backward Cla sses. .

'The representatives of 'Asthanthara Golla community met the
Commission at Coimbatore and explained that their casfe people are cattle
rearers and shepherds like 'Yadava'. "Yadava' is a Sanskrit name, but
commonly used all over India and 'Golla' is.a Telugu name for people
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in a particular village may be poor and educationally backward,
Taking the Goundar community as a whole they are not backward,

It must also be stated that no representation was made by any
recognised organisation on behalf of this caste from the districts of
Salem, Coimbatore where they are to be found in large numbers,

VEERASAIVA LINGAYATS.

Representatiwp of Canarese speaking Veerasaiva Lingayats met the
Commission at Arni, Villupuram and Coimbatore, Besides, they have sent
representation in the form of replies to the questionnaire. They claim
a total population of 60,900 with concentration in Dharmapuri and
Nilgiris districts. Small groups of Kannada Veerasaiva Sainecegar are
also found in several places of South Arcot, North Arcot and Chingleput
districts. Their main occupation is stated to be agriculture, but some
have taken to weaving also. Their average income according to the
representation ranges from Rs.2,000 to 3,000 p.a. which cannct be con-
sidered low by Indian Standards. Their literacy standard is about
50%. But they say there are only 2 or 3 graduates from therr community
in Coimbatore district.

Many of them in North Arcot district have taken to weaving and
thefe are many prosperous Master Weavers from this community. In the
Weaving Profession their economic condition is better than that of other
weaving communities. Generally, they are regarded as a wealthy class.
Even in agriculture though they claim that only one per cent of them would
be land holders, as a whole they are a prosperous agricultural class,
Socially, they are well placed. Therefore, their claim for inclusion
in the list of backward class is of doubtful validity.

YAVANAS .

The representatives & the "Tamil Nadu Yavana Kula Mahasangam",
Tind ivanam, said that their caste is represented as Kuravan {s.¢.),
Vettaikkdrans{B.C. in Thanjavur district only) Kuravachettiar, etc.,
in the list., But they have given this name at the time of adwissjon
of their children into the schools, it is now very difficult for them
to change their caste name as Kuravan, etc, They said that theijr caste
is represented as Yavanas in 1961 consus)° Tle y further sajd that as
their caste is more or less the same as Kuravans, they zhoulid be given
all the concessions given to Harijans. They said that they 2re in largs
1 whers in South grcot distrist, Tindivanam, Chiduwbarar, hatnadi, «to,
coopim origiral profession is stated to he "Basket nasicg’. bow they are
working as agriculturists and some people are working in Offices and
workshops. They also said that some children are study‘ng upto P.U.C.
and there is none is graduates, They further emphbasised that they are
using this name as Yavanars from 1912 and they are using this name in
documents also, They request that they should be treated as Scheduled
Castes or Scheduled Tribes under the description "Yamaners". They request
that in the 1871 census they should be recorded as Yavanars,

It is suggested that their request may be examined furtherin
consultation with Collectors,

A Representations were also received from the following communities,
The Commission has no special remarks to offer except the mention that
has been made about them in the District tour notes and in our assessmwent
Chapter.

1) Kerala Mudali.

2) Thoraiyar.

3) Thottiya Naickerx.

4) Thozhuva Naicker.
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whose traditional occupation is cattle rearing, Both these terms
are well known as describing the shepherds caste, They brought

to the notice of the Commission tha .. based on their TePresEt LdLiow
t0 the Govetnmeut, orders were passed tu 1961 to treat the ’A&ih?u‘“
Golla' community equivalent to 'Yadava', I+t has been tadicated in
the Government ovder that a final decision would be faken after the
report of Sri H. A, Gopalaswany was sabmitted, ’

The representatives claimed that their cagte people were enjoyin,
Government contessions on the hasis of the order referred'to above,'bu
recently these concessions have been stopped. Therefore, they pleag
that the benefits should be extended to them as in the past and their
Coﬁmunity should be included in the list of Backward Classes. The
community has also sent a detailed Tepresentation in the form ofﬂ
replies to the questionnaire, Their population is small, nu@berlng
“about 7,000 and chiefly found in Coimbatore, Thanjavur and Viraly
bills of Tiruchirappalli district. It is claiwed that pearly 65 per
gent of their people are working as coolies and ouly less than 1 per
cent of them are land-holders. There are about 12 graduates - from
this community, 5 of whow are Bngineers, About 20 are employed in
Government Service; there is one gazetted officer and the rest are gll
employed as clerks, and teachers. 2 post-graduates belonging to this
community had gone abroad for higher studies., The general body of )
Asthanthra Golla Sangaw at Guoiamuthur, Coimbatore, met on 2nd May 197
and passeq g resoiution to the eftfect that the association is agrecabl
to tregt Asthanthra Golla as part of Yadava cowmumunity,

They haqd Yeen enjoying the concessions for some time and'subse
quently they fhave been siopped“ It is true that their educatlopalt
$0cial and ecancmic conditions are similar to the Yadava of Tami] Nad.
Their plea for including their caste as part of Yadava commanity
S€ems to be reasonable, Therefore, the entry 'Yadava' pay be amplif:
to include Asthanthra‘Golla also.,

VELLAN CHRETTIAR.

, ‘4 memorandum was submitted to the Governwent by Vellan Chef+iﬂ'
cbmmunity association, It is claimed that they form a cultivating
class ang educationally and soclally to be very backward, The memora
states that'they are chiefly found in Salem, Coimbatore, South Arco:
and Maduraj districts, and constitute g population of 20,000 ¢ + 4.
whole State, Their educational standard is stated to be low i ¢ oo
avout 400 had stndied upte $.8,L.C. with 2 or 3 Bngineers,

acd 2 Advocates. Mast ol these people are sald to live in villosee
working in tarms on dnily wages, '

The Collentor o¢ Salem who verified the living conditions of 2
people reported that Vel anp Chettiars have originated from "Veljala’,
According to the CGollecior, a group of Veligegwho are engaged in
retail business, Pormed themselves, into a group and styled thewselv.
as Vellan Chettiars, The Collector of Salem hag given a detai},ce‘~
account of them, According te him, there are 10,700 people in Sgiem
district. Their main occupation is to purchase food Zrains, cotton
and oil seeds from the agriculturists and sell them in Chamdis as
retailers. The average per capita income of them accordinﬁ to the ’
Collector is Rs,1,000. The relevant portion of Collector's létier i
produced below:- ' ‘

"So, in all aspects they are far below

the standard and they deserve entouragement
by way of granting of the concessions eligible
for Backward Clagges people,

i
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Hence, 1 vYecommend that the community
Vellan Chettiayswﬁay,?é included ynder
Backward Clagsegh, ¢ SR e

Co : { (!
Collectar, Coimbatore, reported that Veilan Chettiap is just
tike Varniya Chetgiar and 24 Manai Chettiar which are classified as
Backward Classes, They are not advanced either econvmically,
saclally or educationally., Most of them are small merchauts dealing
in foodgrains and cotton, Eaucutionally they have not made any progresa,

Since the Colleclors have reported, strongly recewsending the
incivsion of V*}lan Chettior in the 1ist of Backward Classes, there
seems to be justification for doing so,

ABCIAKARAL VBELLALA,

Archakarai Vellala people made a vepresentatioy te the Government
it 1969 pleading for inclusion in the list of Backward Classes,  When
the Commission toured Thavjavur diseriet the representalives of
dvchakarai Vellala caste wet the Cowmission at thiruvarar, They
tepresented (bat their population is gnly 16,000 and thag they are
Coniined to only 3¢ viflages in Tiruthuraipoondi ang Nagapattinang
divisions, They have also sent replies to the questicnnaire in
detuil, :

1t iv seeu from their representation that they forw a smali taste
and that thejr S0clio~economic conditiong are very poors They say that
like Scheduled Caste people, their people live in iscelation in
Villages. They are also treated as untonchables by the Caste people,
They plead that they are not ‘allowed to cuter Hivdu tewplos even to-day,
Brabmins do not conduct wareriages ia this community and 11 is the
Pandarams belunging to the same comwanl ty swho act as Prohiis. It
seens, thev have also made a Fepreseuntation to the Governmend, in 1968
for inclusion in the 1ist of Buckward Classes,

They have given complete statiztical data about the zize of the
Caste, and its distribatieon in 30 villages, There are 7 elementary
school teachers. 2 Gram Sevaks, 2 Typists, 1 Veterinary Assistant and
! Health Assistunt from this community, They plead for inclusion of
thelr caste in the 1ist of Backward Classes, which is reasouulble,

ANJPYA GOUNDER.

Governmen t received a memorandon from Thiry w:f‘sw,ﬁ&iﬁuiﬂ- MLAL
R S R AT S R Fe was stated ot ey forg o
VUM Ve itay Clase vidyg Bovaicse o therr mo ther concne. 1t was

feporved to the Governgent that these peaple live only in Coimbatore,
Pollachi and Udumalpet taluke ot Coimpatore district, Those with
¢ollegiate education and in Governwent gervice are statved to he very
lew from this community, "

The representatives of this community also met {he Commiseion
at Coimbatore, Replie: to Lhe wtesticonnaive alsoe hisve poep received
from them. They claim a tvtal population of 80,000 with concentration
in Coimbatore, Madurai ang Tirunelveli digtricts. This is a gross
exaggeration. In 1891 census, they have been returned as a clags of
Canarege speaking caltivators numbering 9,664, in Tauil districtg,
Bven if we wake a very liberal estimate their size canuut be more
than 30,000 at present,

It is claimed that they live only in villages ang all of them are
either tenant cul tivators or agricultaral vo.ljcs, i acrording {e the
fepresentation, their annual average iungome ig Rs, , 000 which i8 not
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Indian standard, Detailed information has not been given

l1ow by . )

about their literacy and educational standard. But it ig stated
that there are about 75 persons hol<iag degrees and higher quali-
fications. There are 2 gazetted officcrs from this community ‘

Compared to wany other small Backward Classes already in the 1jst

the achievement of this community ig not meagre. Since they belo;

to the caltivating class, there is no taboo attached to their ¢
occupation. Without making through enquiry about their living condj
tions there is no justification in conceding to their request, v

JAINS.

Government received a representation from the Secretary
Tamil Nadu Jains Association in 1969 stating that the Jainsg ;ere
enjoying educational concegsions till 1939. He has pleaded for
‘inclusion in the list.

- The representatives of the Jains met the Commission at Che r
and Vellore pleading for inclusion in the Backward Classes 1istyya
The Jains are in small numbers in the North Arcot district, Th;ir
representatives have stated that their community was in the list of -
Backward Classes before 1939. They were told to establish thig and
explain the reasons for the removal of their caste from the 1ijigt
They were also advised to supply information to the questionnair; i
proper detail, In their evidence they stated that there will be "
about 1,000 S.S.L.C, holders, 50 graduates and 3 or 4 Engineerin
graduates. A handful of them are employed in Government Serviceg
holding gazetted positions. They are chiefly found in few village
~in the North Arcot district. Most of them in villages are lang E fd
For a small community with a total population of 20,000 these a;e0 o
good achievements and their plea for inclusion in the list is pnot
reasonable.

CHETTY COMMUNITY OF KANYAKUMARI DISTRICT.

, Thiru EBraniel!Ravi, Advocate, from Kanyakumari district re \

to the Government pointing out the discrepancy in the ligt of Bprese%f
Classes maintained for Kanyakumari district. The entry, Chett aCFWdY
found in Tawil Nadu Public Service Commission list but ﬁad beey’ -

in the list maintained for admission into professional collegeg omiti. !

This omigsion will be rectified when the comwon ligt ig

h ]
- . N !.‘i '3
by the Commission. WD

FISHERMEN, BAKRBERS AND WASHERMEN FO »
CASTES. ASUERMEN FOR INCLUSION UNDER THE SCHEDULED

This was examired py the Commission at some len .
are re?orded in the notes relating to these castes, g;: 322w0u; v:ew
diversity of practice in other States to whom reference was od b
may not be easy to persuade the Government of India to incl 33 € it
in the 3cheduled. A consolidated statement of the positi ade th g
various States is given as follows:~ : ton 1n the
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Name of the
State;

Name of the castes

Barbers'

Dhobies

Fishermen

Andhra Pradesh
Assam

Bihar

Gujarat

Jammu & Kashmir

Kerala

Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra

Orissa

Punjab

Pondicherry
Rajasthan

Uttar Pradesh

West Bengal

*0Other Backward
Classes.

0ther Backward_

Classes.

Other Backward
Classes.

Other Backward
Classes.

— —

Other Backward
Classes.

O0ther Backward
Classes.

0ther Backward
Classes.

Scheduled
Caste.

Scheduled
Caste.

Scheduled
Castes
Scheduled
Caste,

Other Back-
ward Classes.

Scheduled
Caste.

Other Back-
ward Classes.

Other Back-~
ward Classes.

Scheduled
Caste.

Scheduled
- Caste.

Hindus-Scheduled
Caste, Muslims-
Other Backward
Clagses.

Scheduled Caste, '

Other Backward

Classes.-

Coastal Fisher-
men only treated
as Scheduled
Caste.

CHRISTIANS ~ CONVERTS FROM SCHEDULED CASTES.

The question is the treatment to be extend

Christianity particularly from the Scheduled Castes.
are eligible for all the Harijan Concessions regarding education as an

'eligible' community,

before us expressed their sense o

entry in the Backwa
reservation in serv
to only ‘self-converts'.
has been a dealt with at some length.

ed to converts to
At present they

The spocksmen of these people who appeared

f frustration over the wording of the
ré Clagses list which confines the scope as far as
ices and admission to educational institutions

In a separate note on Christians the guestion
Their most important request is

that all converts from Scheduled Castes irreapective of the generation
of conversion should be entitled to share in the reservation for Backward

Classes.

Census figures,
Scheduleéd Castes converts separa

aon

tely.

Though the population of the Christians can be estimated from’
there is no means of calculating the population of
From tbe numerous representations
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which were received fxem warious Christian Organisations, no informa-
tion could be collected about their population or advancement in
educs tion and employment. It is generally claimed that Christian
converts Iive in the same cheries side by side with their Hindu
brethren, and perform the same traditignal occupations. While there
.may be some progress in the field of elementary education, “the convert:
it is claimed, have not made as much progress in high school education
or collegiate education as their Hindu brethren., For this no blame
could be attached to Government since all educational concessions

‘luding residential and non~residential scholarships and fee exemp tic
‘e given to them on a par with the Scheduled Castes. Apparently the
same spirit of renaissance which animates the Hindu Scheduled Castes
has not spread to the Christian section. Orp it may be that in the
absence of employment opportunities similar to those reserved for
Scheduled Castes, there was no great temptation for the converts to go
in for higher education. It is claimed that they have not been able to
make any headway in Gevernment or other employment and that they stand
now there the Scheduled Castes stood 20 years ago. Though these asser-
tions Rave not been sgitistically supported, it must be conceded that
there is a large element of truth in them. From the figures supplied
for Secretariat jobs, converts from Scheduled Castes have 8 posts of
Junior Assistants against 237 for all Backward Classes, 4 posts of
Assistants against 383 for all Backward Classes and 2 posts of Assistan
Secretaries against 21 for all Backward Classes. In the consolidated
figures of employment for all Collectorates excluding Thanjavur and
Tirunelveli they have 11 Lower Division Clerks and 10 Upper Division
Clerks. In the head offices of 36 Departments, their share is 137
Junior Assistants, 15 Assistants, 18 Superintendents, 5 of the grade of
Deputy Tahsildars, one of the grade of Tahsildar and one Deputy Collec t«
These figures are somewhat lower than the achievement of many other
Backward Classes of similar population though there are several whose
share these jobs ig very much less. It is pertinent to observe that
these figures could not possibly be for self-converts to Christianity.
The orders of 1952 on reservation refer only to such self-converts, and
self-converts it is believed are not too many now-a-days. Perhaps the
vitiating factor in these'statistics is that at the time of opening of
service registers there is no temptation for these recfuits to declare
that they are either converts of the first generation or converts from
Scheduled Castes at all. Most of them; it is unofficially ascertained,
declare only as Christians. It is likely that there may be more
Scheduled Castes Christians under the general category of Christians
with which we have no interest being outside our terms of reference.
It is necessary for us here to point out that in 1951-52 this quesation
was examined in great detail by all concerned departments of the Sepreta
and it yas after very elaborate deliberation a decision was taken that
the expression "Converts to Christianity from the Scheduled Castes"
should be deemed to include only the person who is himself a convert
to Christianity from any one of ‘the Scheduled Castes. (G.0.Ms.No.2034,
Public (Services)) dated 1ith August 1952). The apprehension then
entertained was that without such restriction the entry will be exten-
sively misused, : :

~ There are converts to Christianity from a number of Backward Castes
“and their representatives met us in various places and several written
memorandum have also been received. We do not, however, propose to deal
with this as this will tgntamount to examining the case of the Christian
- community for treatment as a Backward Classes as bulk of the converts
are likely to be from Backward Classes, which is also outside our terms
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of reference. A representation on behalf of Nadar Christians
addressed to the Illon'ble Minister for Backward Classes by the
Secretary to the D.M.K., Tiruchendur particularly refers to the
problem of Nadar Christians along with other converts. Such re—
presentation was made on behalf of Christian Nadars by many Nadar
deputations also. All these are outside the scope of the Commission.
However, there are two problems arising out of the dissimilarity

in treatment between some castes in Kanyakumari and their opposite

numbers in Tamil Nadu. ' v

PARAVAN CHRISTIANS AND NADAR CHRISTIANS.

The grievance of the Paravan Christians living mostly in the
coastal areas in Tirunelveli district is that they have not been
given the same treatment as their brethren in Kanyakumari.

Paravan Christian in Tamil Nadu exeluding Kanyakumari district
and Shencottah taluk are not in the list of Backward Classes. Paravan
are in the list of Backward Clagsses. But paravan Christians are
in the 1list of Backward Classes applicable to Kanyakumari district
and Shencottah taluk and Paravan are in the list (Kanyakuwari district)
of Scheduled Castes a vestige of the practice in the old Travancore-
Cochin State prior to formation of Linguistic States.

Regarding Nadars they are a Backward Class in the general list
as well as in Kanyakumari list. But the Christian Nadars of Kanyakumari
district get backward Classes concessions as they come largely under
the category of C.S.I. or Latin Catholics, So there is a grievance
that the Christian Nadars are not treated as a Backward Clags asg
their Hindu brethren are treated in the rest of Tamil Nadu., However,
there is one serious flaw in this line or argament. In view of their
very high literacy and general educational progress, educational
concessions have alrcady been withdrawn from them, and they are now
entitled to share in the reservation for jobs and admissions only,

In view of the Collector's report on their achievement in employment,

in the number of Engineers, Doctors and Lawyers,‘they\have produced, they

cannot be treated as Backward even for this purpose. We have mentioned
this in our rote in Kanyakumari district (Section (ii) of the

Chapter XI}. The case of Nadars Christians was argued before us at
great length and with much Passien as socially Hindu and Christian
Nadars seem to retain their homogeneity in spite of religious
difference. Among the total Nadar population Christians iorm a sizable
number too and without examining the-case of Christians as a whole it
cannot be said whether Christian Nadars are worse off than Hindu Nadars,
Again this forms part of a general question outside our terms of
reference,
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TIRUCHIRAPPALLI DISTRICT,

The Commission's first tour was of Tiruchirappalli district.
We held four sittings from the 21st to 24th January, 1970, taking
oral evidence and receiving representations in Tiruchirappalli itself.
However, on the 23rd and 24th we visited Pudukkottai and Jayankondam
respectively for taking oral evidence.

From the Principals and educational Officers, we obtained
exceedingly useful information about the progress of the Backward
Communities, and they emphasized the need to extend the scholarship
facilities more liberally. But the most important suggestion was that
hostel facilities throughout the district, both for Government Institu-
tions as well as private institutions, were utterly inadequate and that
the snufferers were boys and girls from Backward Classes. The need for
extending hostel accommodation in the general hostels attached to the
Colleges and Schools and the accommodation available for non-iarijans
in the Harijan Welfare hostels was very prominently brought to our
notice. The position is very acute in Pudukkottai City where a large
number of kackward class students directly represented their difficulties
to us and pressed for the opening of a separate hostel for Backward
Classes with the usual provision for admission to this hostel for Harijan
as well as for forward communities,

Several representations were received from the Muslim community,
including a few from Urudu speaking Muslims, We tried to elicit
information from all of them as to the correct meaning of the term
*Labbai'. Various interpretations were given aa to the scope of the
term, but all of them admitted that in practice all Tamil speaking
Muslims describe themselves as 'Labbais' just for the sake of thiws
concession. The consensus of opinion was that the term 'Labbai' original
was applied to new converts and extended further to such Mualims who
perform minor ritual duties in mosques and Dharges and in reiigioua
functions. The Urudu speaking Muslims claimed that they are im fact
more backward than their Tamil speaking brothers and there ia ne caste
system and no criteria for social division in Islawm, and all the conces-
sions now extended to 'Labbais' should be extended to all Mualims.

There was only one representation from a Christian Asseciation and
they mostly stressed the need for extending to Scheduled Cpatea converts
all the privileges enjoyed by the parent Hindu Scheduled GCastea. When
. the Chairman asked them to give specific examplea of unassimilated Schedul
Casteg, .who were still practising depressed avecations, they were reluatar
to give further details. It was brought to the netice of the Ghairwan
by the Member, Thiru Chinnappan, that there are converted socavangers,
whogp position is pitiable. The Chairman desired that representativeas of
those Harijane converts should come hefore the Gommiasion and the
Commission should be given an opportunity to inapeet their localities,

No response to this request by the Chairman was forthcoming,

eVanniakula Kshatria community is obviously the most numevaus in
~this qj«trict and is concentrated in the Vlaluks of Udayarpalayam,
Jayakondam and Ariyalur and is spread in smaller numbers in other

taluks, Hepresentatives of this community met the Gommission at
Jayankondam, and at their reque#t some typical backward villages were

also visited Ly the Chairman and the Secretary. A note has been recorded
of this visit, Their main request was that they should be given all the
privileges and concessions now given ta Scheduled Castes in the matter

of education scholarship etc, They also pleaded that the reservation

of seats in educational institutions and appointment in Government service

3l
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should be on a more liberal basis in proportign to ?heir numerlca}
strength. Various suggestions were made for lmproving ?he econgm{c
conditions of the area, including several wminor 1rr1%at19n gnd doon-
well projects and some smallescale industties. Tbe bomm}551ou ﬁonR
note of these suggestions. A plea was also made in the 1nteres}lujl
the local people that a Sub-Court (Munsiff's Court) should be Upu?eu
at Jayankondam as otherwise all litigants, mostly from the ?ackwuld
Classés, have to go to Ariyalur. r This appeared to the Commission
to be a reasonable reques$. Another sugmestion was that Government
should open a College at Jayankondam because there are more than -
20 High Schools within a radius of 7 or 8 miles and the boys and girls
from all these IHligh Schools have to seck admission in Colleges in
distant places with all the expepditure and inconvenience 1nv01veda 
When the Chairman asked the representatives whether they would Le able
to raisc some funds for the purpose, they said that the most they
could do was to raise one lakh rupeey and to donate a piece of 10 ox
12 acres of land near Jayankondam for the founding of a Qollege. Ihe
Government should sympathetically consider this pr0p051t10nn

Represemtdtions were reccived from the following communities:-

1. Yadhavas,

Kallars

Muthurajas,

Parkavakulathars,

Isai Vellalas, ‘

Viswakarmas (Kammalas),
Vallambars,

Pattunoolkaran (Soaraohtrd)

Navithans (Barbers),

10. Vannans (Washerme n),

11. Vanniakula Kshatria,

12. Golla Naidu,

13. Maharatta (NonnBrahmins),

14. Sengunthars,

SO0~ S Ut oo
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: ; Madara)
Hepresentation was also received from a small community, Mahendra () ’

engaged in bamboo basket weaving. About 4p00 to 5P00 are settled in
Tiruvanaikaval. In Pudukkottai representation was also received from
a community \Vallambar) not included in the list, whose makn grlevancf
was that with the migration of Nagarathars to Far—ea:t countries, many
of their people lost their profession of cooking and domestic servicec,

Many of the reprecenations from the big communities tepded tu‘ o
exaggerate the numerical strength of their population, both in the Sta e
as well as in the districts. This will have to be very ctit1c?lly checked
with reference o the Census figures, Some of the representations
followed a set pattern, u, parently directed by a central organisation,

r
Many such control erganisaiions have sent to the Commission thei
replies to tne questionnalre on a State basis,

On behalf of the Kallar community in Pudukkottai, it was rePrese“LLd
that in the erstwhile Pudukkottai State before integration, they Ye{e i
receipt of several concessions and privileges along with a few °?de‘t
Backward communities and while with the integration, some of th? Lofd
Backward communities in the Kerala State continued to enJOy'thslg Ekottai
privileges under the Princely regime, the Backward Classes 1nt 3 :O oo
were not given such protection. The Sub-Collector was requez i the &
details for such special privileges to Kallars and others unde

Raja's rule,
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Mos=t of the communi ties, whuse representatives appeared bLefure

the Commission and which are now in the Backward Classes list; wrged
that they shouald be incladed in the Mosd vockward Clusses List, This
1s alm0~t a aniversal demand and Lhe Couedrinn's asvescment liag te Le

very careful,

0f all the castes, whose representatives aphcared before the
Commission, the position of the lsai Vellalasx (Melukarans) deserves
particular study., The only profession they are now cngaged in is
Melam and Nattuvangam. These are not rewunerﬁtiyeo “Most of them appe. v
to suffer from a terrible inferidrity complex 4t as the wen and wore:
folk are unable to adjust themselvoes to any dewand new occupations,
some sort of rchabilitation scheme has to be deviced in their inteves:,
A lady social worker in Pudukkottai dlmosl pleaded for a scheme of
vension for the women foll, who have lost their original avocation,
and who are neither phys ically nor educatjouallv equipped to undertake
any other competitive jobs. While the representatives of other castes
clamoured their richt tu dewnrd things froe (he State, fthe laai
Vellalas represcentatives wore Cotsnlerons for thedir hamilily and
inhibilion,

At the end of its first tonr, Lhe Commission was left sith the
impression that elementary edu\utJon itself La ol wade wortihwhile
progress amouyg the Backward Classes as. haldlv one out of every five

in the school-going age goes to the village school, be,onduly education
from the village based communities ix eqqdlly ursatisfactory. The other
impression that we gained was that, in aduiliom-$e such eduuaiional
facilivies as Goverumeni have Leen givine, much woaee gateption will

have te he paid to the »copomio ASPEC Cood ue Py, Shes i g
Cover such wubjects as: wi,or sirigovion, decpoweil Gacilic.es is doey
ereas, cottage industvies wrd simali <ol Trdus e s o iasoug
intensive character ali of whi i wile dricectiy bere it thie vl s,
itere is also a universzal Jevand fron Cho spokesoer av hie 1 sl 6f tha
Lackward Communities that hoas: ng sitey should be provided f[foi vhe
numerous homeless amongst thew and places where theiv aveca . tai iy
cavried on like the Dhobi Kioeoo I I T N N R
assigned In Favour ot the Conmunities,  The secial giiius atvached

‘e the Burbers and Washermen have get to ne remeved waod sows sory of
legislation is nece essary to cunforce beblier aowwent o kind or Propen
pament in o cush for their scrvices in Lhe villages., in the game Was
“hie heoses frow the vill age commen land occupied ™ Darlevs apre Dhebic
rerogeneralicas i omeuy it laes choal Le assiunesd 3. i faveouy,
Lost sugial oppressicon takcs Ui porm od ev.cilor.

In Tiruchi rappalli we hecrd (he views of Jroiivent fuaividiale -
Yeviyvar B,V.R.,, K.A.P, Viewanathan aud TaPo Vedachalay,  Taire Viswanation
pleaded that the caste criteria for backroi wess shoald be vejlaced by
Fconomic eriteria in the interesi of (:rllvlvﬁ ede

Note on visil to Villi:

Ammachatram,

i
isited a village, by name Ammachatram. Tiis is a ixces vilinge,

There is a high Scheol at Keeranur witiiin 3 wiles and an uiemeutdry
School in the village itsclf., The wain goplation i+ i the Muthuraja
comuuni ty, hoxt in 1~portauco is Aud1ndnda1am, Konar uand Servai community
each having 25 houses, 7 houa- ‘es, 3 houces and four k- ucos reupectivelyk
There are a few Musllm Yamilie:x, 2 familics of bazsnries, 3 tami I1es of
Barbers, 2 families of Chrlh[ldnn, 1 family of Carpeunter onu 2 Lrahwin.

On the way to Yiadalko (bei, on 23ra Janacry Lodo (ho Vot 1o on
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families. On the whole there are about 60 houses excluding the
[arijans, who are living apart. The Muthurajas are comparatively
more prosperous as one-third of their number own lands te the
cxtend of 3 acres and more, The others are tenant farmers. Eveu ig
other communities, a small number of them are petty land owners,
others are engaged in farming and tending cattle. In the local
Elementary School though there are over 150 children in the village,
only 30 children attend the school, mostly from the Muthuraja
families including about 12 girls. The Konars and Servais appear

to be comparatively better off. The land is mostly inam lands
recently settled. Only one boy of Muthuraja went to High School;
but he too discontinued his studies. No one has completed Matricula-
tion. Though this is a typical farming village and though one-third
o0f the number own about 2 or 3 acres of dry land, no-body was able
to obtain a loan for sinking a well or for installing a pump set.
Being a non-irrigated area, there is no double crop and the people
feel ‘the necessity for a second crop or a commercial crop, which
might relieve their unemployment and give them a little more money.
There are only three semi pucca houses, one belongs to Muthuraja

and the other two belong to the Brahmin families, one of which is
that of the local teacher. The disquieting feature is that though
there are about 150 children, only 30 attend school and though there
is a high school within three miles not a single child goes o the
High School. As the land is non-irrigated all the people are on Fhe
verge of poverty and need supplementary income, Without special induceme
children are also not attracted to the school.

From Jayankondan, we visited two villages on 24th January 1970.

Agaram:

There are about 1000 families, comprising of 500 Padayachis,

100 Sengunthars, about 25 Saiva Chettiars and a few other miscellan?ogs
"castes in small numbers. The rest are Scheduled castes. A few families
ol Solia Chettiars are well to do. They are bigger land le¥ds and do
money-lending also. Among the 500 Padayachis families, 20 boys are
going to High School in Alagapuram situated within one mile and only

one boy is attending a Tamil College. Majority -are small land holders,
owning less than 2 acres of land. They supplement their income by
working &s farm labourers for others. The living standards are extlrewecly
poor and their housecs are much worse than the houses of the Scheduled
Castes people. These houses are mostly with mud walls and thatched

roof and in the entv voow «f the house everything is done including
cooking liviang etc,

Vallam:

Except for 50 Hari :ns and the usual aupplement of Carpenters,
Dhobies, Barbers, the rost of the population are Padayachis., The
pepulation might be abcut 3000. In the local Elementary School only
100 pupils, Fot even one out of every 5 of school going age, go to
school. Three boys are attending a High School, which is about 3 miles
away and one boy is attending a Tamil College. All of them complain
that on account of deforestation, they have lost much of their occupation
Many wmen and women migrate to Thanjavur district during the harvesting
seasdm for daily work. A few high school students are not able to get
the scholarship because they are not able to obtain the minimum marks,
40, laid down for grant of scholarship, Most of the men folk were seen
only with a bare langotti, not even a loin cloth. Most of the boys were

P95

in the game condition., The Harijan hoys were very wuch hotfer

ressed and more presentable, The general feeling in these tw
dre d and I bab! i general feeling in tl two
villages, Agaram and Vallaw, 1s that the majority community, which
is the Padayachi Community, s ecornwrcaliv worse off thauw (he
Harijans and that fewer number of c¢hildren go to school and the
very few boys who go to liigh Scheol do not get avy State assisiouce.

There are no roads wourth mentronivg in the whale arca
The Chairman wud the Scrrelerv patd o visit te a group of villages
in the Pudukkottai Divisicen for owe cpol enquiries abouut Virvakodi

Vellalas on 28th Septemler 1070,

At gL oFSALLTE DS IRICT
Demograpbe Daln
Disirict Yopilation (Projectod for 1971) 37,911,148
4 J .91,
Percentage to dtote population . X
Density of [ opatation (iDol) District . Lo D79 ver squire wile
\ 0% R 1
Density of population (1961) state .. .. 672 for the State
Percentage of Urban Poounlation (1951) bistrict . 21 26 per cent
3 i IS
Percentage of Urban Population “1961) Statle oo \206 69 per centl for
I I

the state

Heligious Composition and Decennial
Variation \1921-1961)

Religious 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961
Composition Percentage FPercentage Perceulage Percentage PeXeemtarc
Hindus . 91.82 90.80 90.71 91,19 90 28
Christians.. 4.82 9. 40 ' 5,11 1.73 3.38
Muslims - 3.36 3.79 4.18 4,02 4 03
Others ‘e - 0.01 - 0.06 0 31

100.00 100 .00 100.00 100 .00 100 00

Major Backward Classes and thei r size for 1071

1. Ambalakaran "o . 1,416,505

2, Gavara . . 54,333

3. Kaikolan .o o 59,650

4. Kallan . oo 1.44,327

5. Kammalan - v 1,15,451

6. Kuruba, Kurumba - o 66, 859

7. Labbal oo o 68, 6066

8, Maruthuvar - 5o 33, 247

9. Muttliriyan o o 1,84,472
10, Oddar .o . 34,528
11, Parkavakulam - oo 2,23,906
12, Urali Goundan ‘o & 89,044
13. Valaiyan oo e 1,341,186
14. Vannan oo - 50, 354
15. Vanniakula Kshatriya se 3,28,0629
16. Yadhava oo . 1,337,778
17. Scheduled Caste oo ..o 6,733,015

Literacy Percentage
All Males Yerales

District

average 29.93 44.69 13.30
State 31.41 11,51 18.17
average



126
KANYAKUMARI DISTRICT

The Commission took oral evidence at Naggrcoil on the 2nd and
3rd February, 1970, Thiru Hussain, Member, did not attend. In
addition to the Educational Officers and Principals of a few Colleges,
evid-ice was taken from locak M.L.As. and leaders of various
com~unities.

One peculiar feature of Kanyakumari district from the educational
point of view ig that on account of compulsory education introduced
by the old Trivancere-Cochin State, of which this district formed a
part, the percentage of literacy and at least of primary and middle
¢ ool education is very high. In a district with a population of
596,915, as per 1961 Census it is reported there are nearly 1,80,000
scudents in Elementary and Higher Elementary classes alone. This is
about five times the State average. So there is no problem as far as
school education is concerned. In view of the large number of
High Schools (45 Government High Schools and 44 Private High Schools)
almost gvery school-going boy or girl can reach the nearest High School
within a radius of 3 to 5 miles. Hence there is no dewand for hostels.
The problem is slightly different for collegiate education as inspite
of the existence of a number of colleges there is a rush for admission.
As the important Colleges are run by Christian Missions, allegation
was fully made that non-Christians find it difficult to get admission
in some Colleges,

In view of the large number of schools, primary secondary and High
Schools, teaching is the most popualar profession and there is an excess
of supply over demand and it is stated that even M.Sc. degree holders
are available as High School teachers. Here again is a complaint that
S.3.L.C. passed boys and girls do not get admission in training insti-
tutions easily and there is a large number of unemployed trained
teachers.

Some deputations expressed the need for additional colleges to
relieve pressure on the existing colleges. But in view of the unemploy-
ment position, the utility of such a step is questionable. Compared to
the number of students in the colleges, hostel accommodation is
available only for a limited number and Principals stated that there
is no dewmand for increasing hostel accommodation. Students prefer to
come to the colleges from their own homes or stay in private lodging
houses. So there is no problem which other districts experience in
respect of hostel accommodation.,

On the occupational and economic sides, this district has peculiar
porblems in that, most of the educated young men and women would prefer
to remain within the district itself. This local attachment increases
the pressure on employment opportunities and gives rise to problems rela-
ting to inadequate representation of competing communities. As the
biggest and the dominant community in this district is the Nadar Community
all the others resent their growing strength in every field. Though
the Nadar community is divided into Hindu and Christian, there is a
certain amount of cohesion between the two sections in confronting
others,

There are no major industries nor even an adequate number of medium
scale or small scale industries in this region. A proper ecwnomic survey
will have to be made to explore alternative and subsidiary employment
opportunities. The main raw materials available are palmyrahvtfa§A
products and to a smaller extent coconut tree products. The utilisation
of timber for manufacture of furniture and other articles proba’’y will

) -
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take the second place. Rubber is being planted in large acerage.

0f course more important than all these are the fishing resources of
the coastal belt. Suggestion was also made that the port of Coelachal
could be developed. This mighi indirectly increase the export and
import of this region,

Regarding the development of fishing industry, there is a pilot
project at Muttam under Indo-Belgian auspices sponsored by the Food
and Agricaltaral Orgarisation of the United Nations. The success of
the pilot project and the extension of the scheme of popularising
outward motors on 'Kattamarams' and swall crafts will greatly benefit
the very big fishesmen communitiy in the Kanyakumari coast. When
fishing develops, many marine products industries are also likely
to be developed. No proper survey on the purely industrial and economic
side appears to have been made so far of these possibilities, and
the question has to bLe taken up with the Director of Fisheries and
the Director of Industries. This should not be neglected especially
in view of the tremendous educated unemployment in the area.

A unique feature of this district is the penetration of Christianity
into almost all Hindu communities barring the so-called the highest.
There are Christian Nadars, Christian Kammalas, Christian Vannans,
Paravan Christians, Catholic Vaniar, Bharathan Christians, Mukkuvan
Christians, Kerala Mudali Christians, Maravan Christians, etc., This
prevalence of Christianity among all Hindu castes, provokes the
allegation of discrimination. As the iist of backward castes maintained
is largely a list of Hindu castes, the Christian Nadars and Kammalas
and others claim that they should be treated on a par with their co-
caste men, The problem is to a certain extent redaced in view of the
recognition of various Christian communities like Latin Catholics,
3.1.0.C., C.3.I. Christians among the list of Backward Classes. Never-
theless there are a few converted caste men who may not be covered by
these Christian denominations., So the universal demand in this district
is for treating converts to Christianity on a par with the parent Hindu
community to which they originally belonged and with which they even now
maintain social contacts on the basis of caste-brotherhood,

The most distressing problem is of course that of the Mukkuvans
or Paravans - the fishing folk along the coast. Though there is widespread
primary education, this community has not taken advantage of the
opportunities of High School and College education to the extent others
have done here, bLecause of their hazardous occupation and cowmparative
poverty. [Even in the primary school and secondary school stage, it has
been reported to us that there is considerable wastage and the educational
officers suggested the institution of Kinder garten classes for the
very young children. 'Palarpalli', so that the children might acquire
the school-going habit and lead a cleaner life in some hygenic surround~
ings. This will equip them to benefit by the regular school education
after the age of six, The Paravans and Mukkuvans of this aread are mostly
Catholics and according to some of the witnesses are entirely Catholics,
But in view of the inclusion of Latin Catholics and other Christians in
the Backward Classes list of Kanyakumari district, they are entitled to
Backward Classes concession. But the demand is that they should be
included among the Scheduled Castes or at least should be given on a
separate basis, the same concessions and priveleges in every respect on
a par with the Scheduled Castes. 0f course, similar request has been
made on behalf of most of the socially backward castes in this as well
as in other regions. (examples Barbers and Washermen).
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The Muslims ~~mmupity wvas represented before vus by several

deputationSand w. .- of tiem have alleged discrimination arainst
them in College wdmissions and employment opportanitic: oTL e
But no proper reply to the quesgtionnaire was rcccived ug;aﬁjjn}‘
thei - backwardness from the Muslim representativesg at tﬁ;@ §r;:i“g

The leading deputation of Muslim Lubbais which met us on 3rd Fobe

19 0 categorically stated that Uradu speaking Muslims are a o ﬁAfUQPy
101, The same deputation stated that for a populaticu of o Ssxdrd
Mpslims in Kanyakumari district, there were about soo‘uollog) |
edicated men-graduates. To the representatives of Mnslims’zg

heonalf of the Urudu speaking sections and to the Christian=. i1
ylained that as these communities are not in the 1list oflﬁj)i§ wa s
.asses of the Tamil Nadu Government, COUSidOratjo“-“f th.adﬁnﬁard
is outside the terms of reference of the Comwmission. Bdt';: Za;nit
B atter

of courtesy, it was agreed to hear their cases and they were advis
to make out a proper case that they are socially, educ;tiordl] vised
- . . i o . s V
economically backward by answering the questiounaire adequatels and
2 quately,

The Nadar community urged through their represcutatives
there should be no difference betwees Christiaspgzzgila;;éeﬁ.Lhat
Ngdars and both were equally backward. Though there may b }néu'
h}gher rate of secondary education among Christian Nadqi wE a slightly
glndu Nadars were siightly superior in the watter of C;ilewTen, the.
They claim that they should not be treated on a par with fri education,
Nadars of Virudhunagar, Sivakasi and Tuticorin, etec qnd’it well-to-do
emphatically urged that the majority of Nadars areu;rlll tle')T
tappers and pleaded that they should be given all fagi,itA;?“uy
with the Scheduled Castes or atleast treated as Most B;ck{?i on a par
Somg representatives even pleaded for proportional rep;esziig glassq
their community in educational institutions and in Governme itlon for
In any case they'wanted the continuation of the facilities 2 Rervice,
communities in Kanyakumari district as they were enjoyir S oo all
integration. yYing before

Another special feature of this district is the exigstenc £
le()a

number of small local communities like Chét‘ll ; ettiar
. or (lh tia S KP[ al
Rl e r a Mudalv

Kambar (this community though small is not to be found either ; o1
2 1n the

Ranva.kumari list or in the Tamil Nadu llSt of BZ[ kw 1 Q
o C ‘.ard C aSbeS) (:h
b ekkala

(small local caste allied to 0il Mongers v asali

pori ot the Toni1 Pondasan saste) 411 theve. commmi 1o pin oLt @
perp?tuating their separate identities and are COnsisterzlare keen on
prev1l§g?s on a par with the Scheduled Castes. Most ofltly demanding
commgnltles numbering only a few hundreds each or a few t;ese suall
barring ?he depressed class Christians have a gricvance tﬁousunds

no occasion to contribute a member for local Panchayat o l;t they have
Union or the Temple Board and things like that. Nominat? anehayat
local bodies are sought as a recognition of their local lons to these
All of them.had the grievance that they have no casté n SOglal‘
GOVernment JO?S. These small castes feel that they areeg In higher

in the_economlc and administrative life of the district belng dominateq
communi ty. Both the dominant community as well as the ¢ y the dowinant
want representation in the ranks of Government servi smaller castes
in the district itself. vice at all levelg

Position

°

At the end of the tour our impression wq .
of this area are: (1) the dewand fér equalig;soghi:OZ?e‘maln Problemg
Christian converts and erstwhile Hindu brethern of themcnt between
(2) recognition and encouragement in sowe form for the sameé caste,
communities, (3) economic improvement of the coastal be;umerous small

t in the interest
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nt of small industries based on
In all ‘these matters administra-
"local patriotism" of the people
belong and-the disinclination to

of the fishermen and (4) developme
local resources and local wmeans.
tion will be confronted with the

to whatever caste or religion they
seek avenues of employment outside the district.

A matter of sociological interest here is that of the Kerala
Mudali community which obviously is trying to raise its social status
by self-regulation. A small section of this community which is obvi-
“ously not conforming to these regalations, by giving up some low
occupations like barbering, are being kept out of the social fold.
The representatives of the progressive section, who met us in
Tirunelveli stoutly denied that barbering is one of the recognised
occupations of that caste and thus barbers and pipers who claim to be
Kerala Mudali are not at all Kerala Mudalis.

The Nanjil Nadu Vellalas are not in the list of Backward Classes
like the ,Vellalas in Tamil Nadu. But a representation was wade on
their behalf that they shoald also be treated as a Backward Glass.
The usual reply that this is outside the terms of reference was
given to them and they were asked to submit a formal memorandum
replying to the questionnaire if they desire to pursue their case.

An examination of the special list of Backward Classes for
“Kaflyakuwari’ dis trict and Shencottah taluk is being made. Some
comnunitis did not come pefore us at all; apparently they are too
«mall.’ Many tould be equated with the corresponding Tamil Nadu
Communities. Whatever rationalisation the Commission may suggest in
~the list it is very much desirably that the status-quo ante-integra-
tion ‘shotld be maintained in respect of the communities listed in
the Kanyakimari district and Shencottah taluk. A complaint was made
that whenh members concerned of these communities migrated outside the
Kanyakumari district, they are denied their old concessions. éThere
might have been one or two cases. But irrespective of the place of
" ‘education’ or employment the old concession should be given.

KANYAKUMARI
Demogranhicﬂﬂata

. 2.
JERCIN e b
. - N .

Ristrict population (projected for 1971) .o 11,84,752 -
Percentage to State population : ..  3.0%

Density of pepalation él?ﬁl) district ... ' . 1,044
' Density.of population 1961) State , e .o 672
. Percantage of Urban population: Distriet. ., .15.05%,..
Percentage of Urban popaulation: .State.. .. .. 26.69%
L8 . . [ SR . o [ .
e D e  Religiousg_ Composition:=. L .
o o Peregqﬁagg“to t?e to;@gi1p @he d}sﬁri
' ’ Hindus . - :. .59
Christians 37
Maslims . 4
33{ \ DALY 5 : DY "*fﬁbf—i
£ . Ty : ? fotal .. 1Q0
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Major Backward Classes & their size for 197§.
1. Chetties .e 9,669
2. €.8.1. . 5,852
3. Nadar .. 3,58,536
4, Kammalan .. 40,303
5, Kerala Mudali .. 17,159
6. Krishnavaka .o 24,4356
7. Latin Catholics . 62,242
8. Mukkuvan ' .e 72,801
9. 83.1.U0.C, .o 1,08,834
10. Scheduled Caste .e 48, 249
Literacy percentage (1961)
All Males  Females
Digtrict average .. 48.57 ' 56.24 40.73
State average .. 31.41 44.54 18.17

TIRUNELVELI DISTRICT

| The Chairman took oral evidence in Thiwxynelveli diléfict from the -
afternoon of the 4th till the evening of the 7th February 1970, the

first three days at Tirunelveli and the last day at Courtallam.
Education. ‘
'The Educgtional Officers and the Principals of the.Collbgea

Eepresgn?ed that there is no dearth of applications from Backward
ommunities and in actual fact nearly 60 to 70 per cent of the seats

én Colleges are taken up by applicants from the Backward and Scheduled
astes:' Hostel facilities in Colleges throughout the district appeat
to be inadequate. One phenomenon which the Principal of the St. Xavier's
Colleg? brought to our notice was that separate sections in the bostels
are maintained for scholarship students (mainly Scheduled Castes) and’
'they.Spend more than what other hostel students are able to. He alaso
mentioned indirectly that there is an under-current of resentment among

‘the‘non-scholarship students that Goveroment money is being spend by
students who do not fare well in examinations, ,Too many concessions

breed a feeling of irresponsibility. Regarding performance, though
boys of the Backwar@ Communities are showing~steady“impruvemeﬁt; many
of the best places in the examinations are still taken by the forward

communitiesy ' An interesting observation was made by the Principal

of the Parasakthi College that even after spending four ysars in hostel,

the girls from Backward Classeas do not shed off their inferiority
complex and Tamil medium actually hinders their progress, Generally

boys and girls from backward communities fare badly in Eﬂglihh, though

~ they. catch up in science subjects.

Schalarshipg:
411 the Educational”™§

P

generally the landlords, who can successfully under-dgplare
| e
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from their lands. One of the Principals wmade an interesting suggest-
ion that no scholarship should be given which has not an element of «
loan or deferred payment in it. Free scholarships, covering hoatel
expenditure -also, in his opinion had deteriorated the standard of
‘education. It was mentioned by all the Bducational Officers and
Principal that the residential gcholarship amount of Re.35 in moffus:
Colleges and Rs.40 in City Colleges is not sufficient and the amount
gshould be raised and perhaps part of them may be regarded as loan to
recovered from the student when he gets employment. When Goveroment
gives free scholarship, the boy takes it as a right. There must be
some effort and sacrifice on the part of the boy and his parent.

From the point of view of population strength, the following
communities are the most important in the district:— Y

1. Nadars,

2, Marsvan,.

3. Yadava or ldaysn, . e
+ 4, Indian Christian, Lot

5. Kammalan groups and

6. Muslim Labbais.

The population according ta the 1921 Census and the estimate of the

fficers and Principals complained that false
certificate of income a¥§ produced frequently and some methéed of checking
up - of the income of the 'parents should be devised. - Tare is also suspi-
cion that gometimes evénidawtie names arﬁﬁnhanggd'bf;ggéﬁiint the namse -
of the sub—caste which is in the list. In the matter of incoin® certifi-
cates the sufferers are the salaried servants and beneficfaries are
their income

‘present. population are given below:— , '
- Population Present popul
" Name of the strength as tion strengtl
Community - per 1921 ‘ per Distric
Census. " Welfare 0£fic
1. Isaji Vellalar : .. Not available 5,000
2, Illuven - .. 12,633 10,000
3, Jangam : e 30,942 10,000
¢ 4. Kaikolan and Sengunthar .o 27, 2558 1,00,000
5. Kammalan . .o 88, 556 1,00,000
6. Kulale . 10,758 10,000
7. Labbai : e 50,388 4,00,000%
8. Maruthuvar or Navithan .e 22,994 20,000
9. Padayachi . e 6,540 - . 10,000
10. Pagneiyar , '+ Not available 2,000
11. &banar . . >e do. . - . 20,000 '
12, Senaithalatvar ™ s e do. ' 50,000
13, Nadar vyl 2,58,553 $,00,000
14.-Sourashtra e 2,269 . ' 15,000
18. Thondaman .. Not available . 8,000
16, Vadugan ' . 13,532 2,00,000
17. Valayan . - .. Not available 5,000
18. V&nnan .o 29, 264 30, 000 ‘
‘19, Vaniyar - .o 23,857 50,000
20. Vanniakula Kshatriya .. - 6,540 10,000
© 2. Yadava .. Not available -’ 1,50,000
- 28, Yogeeswdra .o do. .. 20,000 -~
AR TR * exaggerated as noted by the Chairmsn. ¢
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Ngdar: .
The Nadar community is the most numerous and 1t %s epreed falrly

evenly throughout the district. As in the Kanyakumari district a :ilr .

_ proportion of the Indian Christians is also from this com@unlfy. evera
representations were received. The unly memorendum replying to t;e
questionnaire was received from Thiru Ganapat?l, Ex-M.L.A. and M: .

,The others made only oral representations and' were asked to subelt
detailed particulars supporting their claim for backwardness. There
obviously is not an organisation at the district level. It is also
claimed that there is no central association at the State level. No
specific details have been mentioned regarding service and employment.
and the tendency has been to under-rate the community's achleyements in
all spheres. It has been claimed that the bulk of phe commuelty are
toddy-tappers and that it is humiliating for them to get a licence for
tapping sweet toddy, which is not a prohibited article. The rep?esenta—
tives from Tirunelveli, like the representdtives from Kanyaku@ar;‘are
aggrieved that their men are not in high positions in these districts.

Both the Ilindu Nadars and the Christian Nadars claimed that they
should be treated alike and should be given the facilities gimilar to
Scheduled Castes. Another representative of the community pleadeq for
more liberal admissiqn of Backward Classes into colleges by reducing
qualifying marks and stressed that encouragement must: be given to traders
and not only to industrialists. Ie also felt that Chr;etian Nadars
have, to some extent, got over their environmental handicaps. %n view
of the absence of a representation from district-wide organ%satlon
representing the comwunity, the Commission is left to draw its conclu~
sion only from individual representations.

The same observation holds good for the Marava. community as well,
though several individuals represented their case. The Marava copmgnlty
in Tirunelveli district is a denotified tribe and is entitled to,eeveral
concessions and privileges even now almost on a par with the Scheduled
Castes. But their grievance is that the reclamation schemes are»not .
fully and properly implemented in Tirunelveli district and the communi ty
has hadly derived any benefit. There are quite a few schools for
denotified tribes and the number of boys and girls generally in gchools
and colleges is perhaps not commensurate with the size of their popula-
tion. Though in-several Panchayats they are well representedt employ-
ment opportunities both in Government service as well as outside ere
somewhat denied to them because of their background. On behql?(oi the
Maravas living in dry areas in Nanguneri taluk and elsewhere, it was
represented that their villages are inadequately serve@ by'roads>3pd
that there is tremendous scope for improving mipor irrigation and,deep-
well facilities., The representatives were advised to get_moreJaecurate |
and reliable figures of education, employment, etc. as per questionnaire
and submit a written wemorandum for the district. . :

The Yadava community which is perhaps the fourtp biggee?, p?esent

a cyclostyled memorandum prepared on a Statewise basis and’with 1eaﬂe—
quate details for the distgjct. They were als® requested to epp}1fy
their memorandum. The deputation stressed that_the,communitxzhgs 11
made no progress at all in education and very large num}ers.:Ie stt
leading nomadic life, tending sheep and herdleg tyem from v1‘tgge to

i1lage. They claimed that their representat1en.1n Govern@en service
M dequate and very few of their boys and girls get admissions to o
. 1?iutgons of higher learning. They complain that they have no polltlea
;Eiflat the district or State level and that the%;ere a neglected communlﬁ
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A community claiming to be Telugu Yadavas presented a peculiar problem.
They are settled in several villages and till recently they had not

jdentified themselves with the local Tamil speaking Yadavas. In documents

they ‘are described as Naickers or Naidus and their geste is shown as
Vadugans or Vaduga Ayars. Vadugan and Vaduga Ayar are not easily
distinguishable and though till now they are known as Vadugans, now they
want to be known as ldayans or Yadavas, using the caste title Vaduga
Idayar which, of course, is not accepted by certifying Officers.. The
Commission mentioned to them that either as Vadugans or as ldayans they
are listed as Backward., Until they are properly recognised by the Govern-—
ment as Telugu speaking Yadava, it is not advisable for them to wake any
change in their caste nane. They claimcd that they are really worse off
than their Tamil speaking brethren and like them they should be treated
as backward. The amplification of the term, 'Idayan' or 'Yadava' in the
Backward Clagses list similar to other caste names is being carefully

examined by the Commission,
[}

Several deputations from Muslims waited on the Commission; but non-
detailed wmemorandum on a district basis was submitted. It was pointed
out to them that according to information available, they are not badly
off, educationally and in Government employment. But the representatives
stressed that they are not getting adequate opportunities. One apolicsnan
stressed the necessity for girls' schools in predominantly Muslim arcas
so»that large number of Muslim girls can take to education. A few Jrdu
speaking Muslims who were in the district one or two gencrations ago appear
to have declined both economically and in numerical strength and the Muslim
population is now almost entirely Tamil speaking and they claim they are
Labbais, This is a general question which has to be examined at the State
level, like the request to treat Urdu speaking Muslims also as backward.

Written representations were received from a number of smaller
compunities. There are small pockets of Sourashtras, who claim to be
extremely backward, The representatives of the following gsmaller com-
munities appeared before us to tender oral evidence:—

Pannayar,

. Rajakambalam,

. Pandaram,

. Sourashtra,

. Potter community,

. Vedan,

. Pattamkatti,

. Solagar (Thondaman).

Q= U W N

Thondaman otherwise known as Solagar: This community is practically
confined to a few taluks in Tirunelveli district and their main occupation
is preparation of country lime ( Bromep by ). The population is
clhimed .o .. .i.cg to be 5,000, They claimed certain relationship with
the Kallars of Pudukkottai in order to assert their social status. Their
request is to regard them as Scheduled Tribe and they promised to produce
evidence in support of their claim.

gadhu Telugn Chetty (24 Manai): This is also a small community mainly
engaged in working on palmyrah fibre round about Tuticorin. , Theugh the
witnesses claimed that no one was studying in colleges from théir community,
we ascertained that 10 scholarships were awarded to the studentPolaiming
to be Telugu Chetty. Such misuse does not appear to be uncommon. They
claimed that they are not even in a position to form a co-operative society
and collect the minimum subscription for that.

e
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The communiti-. on whose behalf written representations were
submitted, but whc did not avail themselves of the opportunity for
giving oral evidence are given below:—

1. Kallars and
2, Illathars.

The representatives of the Kammala group, the Barber and the Washermen
repeated the same grievances and requested for more facilities and con-
Cessions as they did elsewhere and of course they will be treated on

a State level.

A representation was received at Courtallam from the Saiva
Pillais of Shencottah that they should also be treated as Backward
Class since their name was in the list of Travancore-Cochin State
Government before integration. They were told that if their name was
omitted in the Kanyakumari district and Shencottah taluk list after
integration they should have protested and made out their case at that
stage. In any case it could not established that they are educationally,
socially and economicaily backward. They are a very forward and
progressive community.

Our general impressions after completing the tour of the Tirunelveli
district are—

1. The question of extending the denotified
tribe reclamation schemes to the Marava
Community on a par with what is being
done to Kallars in Ramanathapuram and
Madurai districts should be examined,

2., The claim of the converts from‘ba§kward
and scheduled castes to Christlanlty] .
should be examined on a State level basls,

3. The Paravan community (fishermep) of
the Tuticorin coastal belt regulreﬂ A
special consideration and thelr case 1S
almost analagous to that of Bharathavas
in Kanyakumari district. Both the .
communities are Christians .- Roman Cat?01105°
In addition to road facilities, marketing
facilities and schemes for the development
of fisheries, the question of giving
educational and other concessions can only
be examined after the main question of
treatment of converts to Christianity is
settled on principle. The Commission
could not visit any of the backward areas
as no request was made in time and a promise
has been made to the fishermen community
that that area will be visited by the
Commission at a later date.

4, Senai Mudaliar or Ilai Vaniar community is
noticed for the first time in Tirunelveli
district and it is represented that the
community is in other districts as well,
There is no doubt about their comparative
backwardness and their case will have to be
examined after hearing representatives from
the community in other districts,

(5) An extremely useful work for the Com-
mission was done by the Vania community
or oil monger community, which 1s not
one of the major communities either in
the State or in the district. They
have attempted a complete census of
educational and economic data, village
by village and they have promised to
give accurate figures for all the
other questions for the entire State
in the course of next month or so,
Detailed statistics obtained for
several villages in Tiruanelveli district
were handed over to as and the Commissicn
commended the represcentalives for Lhe
work donme. As asual their request also
was for inclusion in the Most Backward
Classes list. Another important request
from their was that their industry, oil
crushing industry, should be given excise
rebate,

(6) Both in the Kanyakuwari and Tirunelveli
districts, it was represcnted to us that
a very large nunber of Barbers and
Fishermen have DLeen repatriated to India
from Ceylon Both these grouys find
readjusting to Indian conditions some-
what difficult, as they have developed
a higher standard of living and a better
social standing in Ceylon. The position
of the Barber rcpatriates is perhaps a
little more difficult and no reclamation
and resettlement measures appear to have
been taken.

Unemployment:

During the sittings of the Commission, we had to face a large
number of unemployed young men, mostly S$.8.L.Cs. and P.U.Cs. The
lower the social status of the caste the higher is the incidence of -
unemployment. They complained (hit without political patronage at
the district level and at the Siate level, it is not possible for
them to get even the smallest jos. It is alleged especially in
Tirunelveli district that the dominant forward communities control
all appointments in the Panchayat Unions and Municipalities. Even
M.L.As. and community leaders alleged that the Tirunelveli district
and especially the backward community of the Tirunelveli district
had no political pull and hence they are unable to find suitable
employment for their young men. We see here the result of too much
secondary education without adequate employment opportunities
Mr. Dhikshidar, M.L.A. observed that the only remedy to this state of
affairs is the reorientation of our educational system. This is
all the more pertinent since most communitics want to give up their
traditional occupations, particularly the Barbers and the distressed
weavers,

Common pasture and land agsignment,

The representatives of the Yadava community and a few others
also mentioned that due to the encroachment of common pasture lands

]
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and to the assignuent of poramboke lands for cultivation purpoges,
it is not possible to obtain enough grazing facilities‘for their
cattle. Apart from the economic consequences of redu019g common
pastures in the villages, the conversion of such lands into private
cultivable property leads to harassment of cow-herds and cgttle
grasers as their cattle are impoumded for poaching into private lands,

Some M.L.As, and other enlightended witnesses also suggestgd tpat
in view of the widespread prevalence of poverty, an economic criteria
should be applied as an alternative to castewise classification, but
they also apprehended that the administrative and enforcement prob%ems
will be too much and the poorer sections of the backward classeg mlght
not benefit substantially by the application of the economic criteria,

A representative of the Veduvar (Nambi) community pleaded that
they should be included as a Scheduled Tribe,

TIRUNELVELI DISTRICT

Demographic Data

District population projected for (1971) .. 32,44,714

Percentage to State population oo oo 8,15

Density of population (1961) district oo .. 619 p?;esquire
mile.

Density of population (1961) State oo .. 672 per square
mile.

Percentage of Urban population (1961) district ce ¥.1%

Percentage of Urban population (1961) State .. 29.,69%

Religious composition and decennial variation.

Religious 1921 1931 1941 .1951 1961

groups. percentage percentage percentage percentage percentag
Hindus - P ' 84,14 | 83.00 81.72 82.20 81.37
Muslims o 9.74 5.88 6.46 6,50 6,71
Christians .. 10,12 11,12 11,76 11.20 11.91
Others o 0.00 0.00 0.06 0.01 0.01
100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100,00
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Major Backward Classes and their size for 1971,

1. Illuvan | . 23, 216

2. Kaikolar .o 50,080

3. Kallar oo 23,123

4, Kammalan o 1,62,740

5. Labbai .. 92,598

6. Maravan oo 4,26,075

. 7. Maruthuvar ‘e 42,255

. 8. Nadar oo 4,75,142

9. Paravan . 91,143

10. Sem&8ithalaivar .o 96,182

11. Vadugan . 24,868

12. Vanian .. 43,842

13. Vannan o 53,760 *
14. Yadava . . 1,87,212
15. Scheduled Castes .« 5,12, 387
Literacy percentage 1961.

: All Males Females
District average .. 36.38% 49.99% 23.46%
State average .. 31.41% 44.54% 18.17%

Madurai and Ramanathapuram districts.

The Commission toured Madurai and Rawmanathapuram diztricts betwee
23rd February and 2nd March, 1970. Most of the sittings were held in
Madurai itself as it happens to be the headquarters of Rumanathapuram

district as well,

During our interviews with the representatives of communities in
Madurai district, we heard representations from the Nadar community
(Nadar Maliajana Sangam), which has its headquarters in Madurai itself,.
They carried the argument advanced by their fellow representatives in
Tirunelveli straight further and claimed that nearly:70% of their peop
are still tree-tappers and presented a series of demands for their
amelioration, These demands included the relaxation of the terms of
licence for tree climbing, assignment of lands on which the palmyrah
trees stand to the actual tappers, provision of housing facilities,
and facilities for warehousing jaggery and for marketing. There ig a
society at present dealing with marketing of jaggery, but the represen
tives of that society gid not meet us. When their attention was drawn
to the existence of several schools and colleges run by the Nadar

‘community and when they are asked whether this is not an indication

of their comparative affluence and progress of education, they maintail
that the affluemce is confined to a very small section, Further as
these leading members of the community are not engaged in industry

but only in trade, even their economic strength is not of a durable

or permanent nature. As it happens with many backward communities,
which have made some progress in recent years, this comwunity has also
produced. a fairly prosperous upper layer which gets the benefit of
educational facilities in admission and appointment facilities jn the
name of the community. This layer is by no weans so small as the

35
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representatives made Ogtp and they were asked to give more reliable

figures of the prepertion of the population engaged in purely tree-

tapping and allie< pursuits. It is also noted no representative of

actual toddy-tappers ever met the Commission, as the representatives

of actual fishermen, weavers etc, met us in Madurai as well as in

other places. The claim that the Nadar converts should also be treated

on a par with the Hindu Nadars was al so emphasised and the deputations

consisted of representatives of Christian Nadars as well and the

deputation consisted of representatives of Christian Nadars as well,

It becomes quite obvious to us that this community is trying to secure

an’ retain a dominant position in this district. This has not escaped
notice of the other dominant communities, viz, Kallars and Maravars.

Taking perhaps a clue from the trend of the Commission's question-
g, the representatives from several castes among the Christians also
et us separately and presented memoranda. We had such memoranda
-rom Marava converts, Valayar converts, ete. A list of castes included
in the Catholic fold as prepared by the Madurai Archdiocese was also
presented to us,

The Yadhava community presented a memorial on the same pattern
as at Tiruchirappalli and Tirunelveli. In Madurai a Yadhava College was
started recently. For the first time some details of the economic
conditions of the actual shepherds and goat--herds, who are to be found
in large numbers and who form the bulk of the Yadhava or Idaya
community in the rural areas were given to the Commission. Thege people
still pursue their nomadic habits for a part of the year. Some specific
ameliorative measures benefitting this section were suggested, the most
significant being a provision of separate boarding schools in certain
areas for the children of the goat-herds and shepherds, as the families
go from place to place for grazing for half of the year. The children
are not looked after and their education is utterly neglected. It was
menvioned to us that if some boarding schools are established the
sn-.pherds will leave their children of school~going age in these schools
wirtlile they go out with their herds for grazing. Special facilities for
improving sheep and cattle by setting up model farms and by encouraging
int oduction of better breeds were also suggested.

The most important aspect of Backward Classes ameliorative W%;k in
this area is the Kallar Reclamation Scheme for the be?termeqt of e
Denotified Kallars. The Commission visited a few typ}cal villages,
a high school and hostel, and the Pasumpon Muthuramalinga Thevar tard
College near Usilampatti, The dire poverty and the utterly low standar
of life of the Kallar community in this area has to be seen to the
believed. Even in the hogtels maintained for the Kallar boys the standar¢
of nutrition is so poor because with the allowance of Rs,20 per boy
adequate food cannot be supplied. The Commission felt that there is
very strong case for inecreasingthe residential scholarship allowance
immediately so that these children coming from utterly wretched homes
can lead a healthier life, It ig also commendable that the Kallars are
trying to raise funds for improving the College and large assistance is
sought from the Government for expanding the College campus, A spirit
of self-help should be instilled into them so that by voluntary labour
they could supplement the efforts of Government in the various reclama~

tion schemes,

The Maravars or Thevars of Madurai like their kinsmen from Tirunelvel
expressed their request that as they are also denotified tribes, schemes
similar to the Kallar Reclamation Schemes should be undertaken for their
benefit. In the villages that we visited and from the oral evidence
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tendered, it cannot be inferred that therc is substantial difference
educationally and economically between the Kallars and the Maravars
except that amongst the latter there were wmany Zamindars. The <ircum-
stances that led to the discrimination in favour of Kallars for i clama-
tion work are being examined separately. It was the existence of
Zamindari system that appear to have led to the depression of the bulk
of the Marava and Kalla communities. The old Zamindars appear to have
kept them under psuedo slavery. Our impression is that wherever there
vas a Zamindari system, the rest of the population wasg comparatively

worse off,

Though the Kallar and the Maravar representatives claimed to be
Mukkulathors and identified the third section, Agamudayans, asg part of
their clan, Agawmudayans who are known in these arcas as 'Servais', gave
the impression of standing aloof. The Agamudayan deputations, both
from Madurai and Ramnad districts, who met us, gave us the impression
that though there is interdining they are not completely one with the
Kallars and Maravars. They gave an impression that they have more in
coumon with the more prosperous Agamudayans of Thanjavur and Tiruchirap-
palli districts. They also claim to be backward and desired to be
treated as 'most backward', but they did not make any comparison with
the Kallars who are getting reclamation facilities. On the whole the
majority of the Agamudayans who are to ble found in larger numbers in
Ramanathapuram appear to be slightly better off economically and
educationally than the Kallars, and Maravars.

Another big community, which appears to be almost in the lower
level of most backward communities is the Valaian community. These
people are found in most of the villages of Madurai and Ramanathapuram
districts wherever the Kallars and Maravars live. Their main occupa-
tion appears to be catching birds, crabs, etc. and some do fishing as
well, They expressed a very strong desire to be inciuded among the
Scheduled Castes as their conditions of life according to them is more
wretched than any other backward or most backward community. Inspite
of their population exceeding over 1} lakhs the number of educated people
is utterly insignificant. Their case for inciasion in the list of
Scheduled Castes would however depend upon elements of untouchability,
In a separate memorandum they have stressed the necessity for a special
reclamation scheme on the lines of the Kallar reclamation scheme for
their community,

The Commission received a few deputations from the Meenavars (fisherme
community). There are Hindus, Christians as well as Muslims and a
sense of discontent prevails because the non-Hindu fishermen are not
treated as Meenavars for scholarship facilities, etc., This is a part
of the general question. The Commission visited Mandapam cold storage
and boat building yard and witnessed the repair facilities and other
schemes undertaken by the Figheries department. There is a strong case
for acquiring the dry-dock of the Central Government for the benefit of
the local fishing boats. There seemsS to be unlimited demand for more
power boats and repair facilities. This is being examined separately.
Both the Assistant Director of Figheries, Ramanathapuram and the representa
tives of the fishermen compunity made a suggestion to us that the fishing
rights in the inland tanks,” which are numerous at least in Madurai
district should normally be given to co-operatives of the fishermen commun i
or to the leaders of the fishermen communi ty. The sytem of selling fishing
rights by open auction enables capitalists of other communities to acquire
this right to the detriment of the actual fishermen.
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We discovered a few communities which are neither in the Census
por in the list of present Backward Communities. These are Illathu-
pillaimars (Elavans) Pondia Vellalas and Owachans.,

The Illathu Pillaimars have run inte difficulties in getting
gcholarships because the name for their community given in the Backward
Classes list is Blavans. 1In view of the fact that the Illathu Pillaiwar
pame is getting more and more popular on account of its respontability
in drawing up the revised li#¢ this should be taken into consideration.

The same observation holds good with the Pandia Vellala or the
Panan. Panan appears as a Scheduled Caste in Kanyakumari and Shencottah
list and these people really belong to the same community and many of
them /still khave marriage connections with the Panans of Kanyakumari.
So tﬁe Panan should find a place in the Tamil Nadu list as well. In
view of the fact that the terms Vellala and Pillai are assumed by severgl
communities in their desire to elegvate their position gocially are running
into difficulties and some way should be found to accord to them the
benefits.

Ovachar is actually &n old Tamilian community and it i$ surprising
that it is not found either in the Census Jist of castes or 1m our .
backward list. This community is allied socially Fo the Kamban commgnlty
of Kanyakumari district and their original occupation was temple menial
gservice. This community should also find a place as a most backward
class.

. »9imilar difficulties are experienced by the community which is

reférred to in the Backward Classes list as Yoggeswarar. ,?heﬂ 1;:t the
adopting the term 'Pandaram’' as a caste name, but they ?1zlmeThere are y
are not Andipandaram which jg in the Backward Classes‘%ls . So the
a few other communities which have the title 'Pandaram' too. . o

entry relating to Yoggeswara has to be properly amplified.

There are three important weaver compmunities in tbese two ?gitz;zts’
viz. (1) the Sourashtra or Pattunoolkaran, (2) the.sa11ans.and. d
Devangars, besides the Kaikolan or Senguntha Mudaliars, which 1sssprei
throughout the State. The Commission also visited a Sourashtra trze
at Paramakkudi., The depression that has overtaken the handloom trade .
has affected all the three communities, neverthelesg the Sourashtras ?
Madurai town are comparatively more advanced educat1ona11y.and ecozggizes
cally than their kinsmen elsewhere and also the other weaving comzo own ,
viz. Salians or Devungars. There is a class of Master wgaver;, wM ster
20 or more loogu, Scwe of them own even 200 or more looms. ne hzm
Weavers are definitely more prosperous than the actual weavers, win
they employ. Judged merely by the number of young men and x?menthe
schools and colleges ani technical institutions and even taul?% of
number of men in Governzeut services, the Sourashtras especla yd
Madurai are comparatively more advanced than many of the backwar

4

communities,

The Salians appear in the list of Backward Classes, put not‘ln fhe
Census list of castes. The entry 'Salee' in the Cengus llst.obv10us y
refers to this community judged by the total populat1on.and.1ts spread
in two districts of Ramnad and Madurai, The Devanga which is also a
weaving compmunity appears to'be'mid—way between the Sourashtras and the
Salians in education and economic advancenment,

As in other districts, we also received representations from the
Barbers and Washermen communi ties and their elaiwm that they should be
included in the Scheduled Cagtes ligt was very strongly urged. In fact

»
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the request for inclusion in the Scheduled Castes list came from
number of other communities also. The case of the Vannans and
the Navithans for inclusion in the Scheduled Castes list is being
separately examined. JDuring our stay at Madurai, we visited the
Dhibikana on the Vaigai bank and also the school run by then.

For the first time in our tours we met a deputation of the
Arya Vaisya community commonly known as Kommutti Chetty. They
are generally regarded &s a prosperous trading comnunity. Never-
thel ess they represented that they are educationally very backward
and they have very little share in Government Services. They
desired that their plea for inclusion in the list of Backward
Clagses must be favourably considered. They also promised that a
representation on behalf of their people will be made in Madras.

Pwo other communities, which are generally regarded as for-
ward, also made similar representations, viz. the Nagarathars and
Vellalas. The point made by the Nagarathars was that after the
expropriation of their property and business in the neighbouring
countries of Barma, Ceylon, Malaya, etc. their prosperity hag
completely declined and many members of the families who were
originally depending on this foreign business, are now left with-
out any chance of waking a decent living in their traditional
business of money lending. They appear to be influenced by the
fact that their young men and women are not able to get into
medical colleges in large numbers, and they also think that their
representation in Government services is meagre. It was however;
pointed out to them that backwardness is cowmparative and juiged
by comparative standards, for a community of less than one lakhb
people there is no justifization for tlheir grievance that they ara
educationally backward or they are not adequately represented iv
Government services.

The Vellala representation was made on behalf of the Vellala
Perumakkal Sangam, Nilakkottai, supposed to represent 42 sections
of the Vellala community. When they were asked whether this 3angam
would include Isai Vellalas and Pandia Vellalas, they stated that
their Sangam represents all Vellalas including the vegetarians
and non-vegetarians.and that Sri P.T. Rajan is the President of
their Sangam and a representation on their behalf will be further
made in Madras by their State leaders.

Another interesting line of evidence came from the Vadugan or
Naidu Community. It was claimed that the term Vadugan or Naidu
represents all Telugu speaking people. Thiru Srinivasan, M.L.A.,
Viradhunagar, who led one of the deputations, after oriticising
the composition and terms of reference of the Commission itself,
went on to plead that the Kammas or Kammavars who are not now treated
as a backward class should also be treated as a backward class as
they all in no way distinguishable from the Gavaras or the Balijas
or the other Naickers or Naidus. The scope of the existing entries
in the Backward Classes list has necessarily to be very carefully
examined:; Thiru Srinivasan went on to say that all non-~tamil speaking
communities should be regarded as linguistic minorities and should
be treated as Backward communities. This of course appears to the
Commission to be a very tall request. :

There were several Muslim representations and all of them spoke
in general terms about their backwardness and especially about the
inadequacy of their representations in services, One witncss made on
interesting diffierentiation between Labbais, Kakas, Marakayars and
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Rowthars. But no attempt was made to answer the questionnaire with
appropriate details to establish their claim of non-advancement. Ou?
gttention was particularly drawn to the problems arising from repatria~-
" 4ion. It was gald that still three lakhs are expected and most of them
are likely to be Muslims,
The representation of the Potter and Senaithalaivan communities

"mentioned the difficalties in obtaining the certificates for scholarships
in view of the diverse names and titles used by their people. This
complaint has been voiced by other communities as well, The potters
‘particularly drew the attention of the Commigsion to the declining

in their traditional occupation and the necessity for giving encourage-
went. They also mentioned that difficulties are raised in Municipalities
and Panchayat Unions about the location of their kilns for firing pottery.

"The Commission went into the question of economic backwardness
of Ramanathapuram district at greater length than it did in the case of
other districts, It is a dry area without minor or major irrigation
facilities. Its average rainfall is poor and drought conditions are
almost perennial. The claims were made for diverting the meagre waters
of Vaigai from Vaigai dam into various tracts in Ramanathapuram districts.
Most of the suggestions are not feasible. But the scope for improving
their rainfed tanks in this area has to be studied more intensively.
The need for providing drinking water in these gweas is really acute
and there is also awple scope for opening new sghools and colleges
and conversion of many of the schools into boarding schools if the
conditions of the backward communities in this backward area are to
improve, Great hope is vested by many pcople in the Sethusamudram
Project, which, if it materialises, would encourage the growth of many
subsidiary industries and provide scope for employment of large numbers
of skilled and unskilled labour. The possibility of basic industries
based on the products of palwyrah palm require to be more systematically
examined. So also there is a need for waking a more intensive
ceolagical survey and for the utilisation of Gypsm and lime stone and
other products in this area. A detailed economic survey of Ramanathapuram

uistrict is a prime necessity. .

It was brought home to the Commission by several witnesses - educa-
tional officers as well as representatives of communities - that there
is extensive abuse of the scholarship facilities by forward communities
using the ngme of a backward community and also by parents, who are
cconomically very well off by getting certificates of low incowme. It was
discussed with the £istrict Welfare Officers and the Director.of Backward
Classes and & saggestion was made that a percentage spot physical check
should be made by a team of officers visiting the address of selected

applicants for scholarships.

Though several instaunces of the failure of co-operative efforts
were made known to us, aimwost every one of the artisan and craftsmen
communitied pleaded for more co_operative societies. Potters, tree-
tappers, weavers and fishermen (coastal as well as inland) pleaded for
encouragewent of more co-operatives. The reason for this requebt for
extension of co-~operation, is the case with which wmoney could be obtained
for their various professions and industries, The scope for starting
co—operative societies degerves to be very carefully examined and
wherever possible these societies especially of potters, fishermen,
wveavers, ete. should be started. While amongst the weaverg there has
been a general complaint against power looms, surprisingly the representa-
tives of Sourashtras of Madurai town pleaded for the grant of wmore power

looms. This exposes the diversity of interest between the master weavers

and the actual weavers, The Master Weavers want power looms for co—opera-

"tives as well as for individuals.
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A request was made from the Ramanathapuram district represeunta-
tives for more indastrial trainming schools for various types of
craftsmen especially in view of the Sethusamudram Project's materia
lisation, but we found that the men who passed out from the existiug
institutions have not found suitable occupations yet. Here again, au

‘irreconcilable pattern of demand for mwore ipdustrial training and

absence of adequate employment is seen. This is however, not peculiar
to thig district alone.

The representatives of almost all the artisan and professional
castes complained that nationalised banks have shown no interest
in extending credit facilities to them. In view of the appointment of
certain banks as 'lead banks', the Commission is examining the possi-
bility of making specific suggestions for bank help in the backward
districts to these 'lead banks'.

MADURAI DISTRICT

Demographic Data

Bistrict Popalation (projected for 1971) .. 33,16,282
PercentageAto Btate population .o 9. 3%

Density of population (1961)-cistrict .. 660 per sguare umile.
Density o%ipophlation (1961)-State .. 672 per square mile,
Percentage ofNUrban population 196Ll-district .. 31.6%

Percoﬁtage of Urban population 106G1-State .o 26.69% for the uiute

Religious Composition and Decennial Variation (1921~19Q;ld

' 1921 ! 1931 ! 1941 ' 1951 ! IREAVR
percentage., percentage. percentage. percentage. percentage.

Hindu .o 90.51 90.03 89.70 90.29 . 89,60
Chrigtians. 385 3.84 3.62 3.30 3.74
Muslims .. 5,62 6.11 6.65 6.35 6.26
Others oo 0.02 06.02 0.03 0.06 0.0

Total .. 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00




Major Backward Classes and their size for 1971.

Caste , Population for 1971.
1. Agamudaiyan .o 1,14,690
2. Gramani, Shanan, Nadar . . 82,060
3., Kalian .. 3, 43,157
4, Kammalan .. 1,87,715
5, Kuruba, Kurumba . 33,481
6. Kulala .o 41,299
7. Labbai - 1,02,702
8. Maravan - 1,02, 343
9. Maruthuvan .e 36,515
10. Oddan .. 58,930
11. Sowrashtra .o 72,066
12, Vadugan .o 44, 555
13. Vakkaliga . 47,815
14. Valaiyan . 1,62,825
15, Vannan ) - 57,616
16, Vanniakula Kshatriya .o 47, 385
17. Yadhava . 99,592
Scheduled Caste .. 5,82, 697
Literacy percentage 1961.
All Malesg Fomales
Madurai district average .. 33.38 48,12 18.62
State average .. 31.41 44,54 18.17
RAMANATIAP URAM ,
‘Demographic Data
District population (projected for 1971) .. 28,78, 008
Percentage to State population o 7.2%
Density of population (1961)—district .. 502 per square mile.
Density of population (1961)=State .. 26.69 percent for
the State.
Relicious Cowposition and Decennial Variation
Religious ! 1921 ! 1931 ! 1941 1951 ! 1961
Group. percentage. percentage. perceéntage. percentage. percentage.
Hindus .. . -88.31 88.08 87.74 87.58 88,11
Muslims .. 6.75 6.59 7.24 7.39 6.48
Christians. 4.94 5.33 5.02 50.01 5.30
Others .o 0.00 - 0.00 0.00 0.02 0.02
Total ..  100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100,00

Major Backward Classes and their size for 1971.

1. Agamudaiyan oo 1,75,899
2. Devanga oo 34,074
3. Kallan oo 83,444
4, Kammalan .o 1,10,042
5. Kusavan - 30,868
6. Labbai oo 1,15,687
7. Maravar oo 2,69,873
8. Nadar . 2,06,780
9, Saliyan oo 38,316
10. Valaiyan oo 1,48,119
11. Vannan - 34,043
12. Yadhava .o 2,26,081
Scheduled Castes - 4,43, 599
Literacy Percentage 1961.
All Maleg Femalesg
District average . 32,11 48.34 16.79
State average oo 31.41 44,54 18.17

SOUTH ARCOT DISTRICT.

The Commission toured the South Arcot district from 11th ¢, 15
Mareh 1970. Thiru M.A. Jamal Hussain, Member, joined the Commisgsio:
Chidambaram on the 13th and both the Members left for Madras from
Cuddalore on the 14th evening while the Chairman alone did the tour
of the villages round about Marungur in Kadampuliyur Block on the lown.
Unlike in the other district, the Commission visited a considerably larger
pumber of block and union centres and received a larger number of repre-
gentations both oral and written. A number of visits to unscheduled
villages were also made to obtain first hand information of the living
conditions of the people. At a later stage on our way to Salem we

. visited some important centres in the Kallakurichi taluk which we could

not undertake during this tour. On 18th June 1970, we received repre-~
sentations at Thiagadurgam and Chinna Salem. In addition to the major
backward communities we met during our earlier tour in these two places
we had representations from Thuluva Vellalas and the Malayaman branch

of the Parakavakulam. In fact we wet representatives of the Thuluva
Vellalas for the first time at Thiagadurgam and it can also be said that
we got some information about the Parakavakulam also for the first time
here, after our disappointing contacts with this community at Thanjavur,

8gcial Structure:

In the social structure, the peculiarity in thig district is that
the Harijans constitute roughly 30% of the population and of the rest the
Vanniars occupy a numerically-predominant position accounting for any-
thing from 60% to 90% of the non-Harijan population in many areas. There
is no other single major community, whose population can be counted in
lakhs barring the fishermen community (Inland and coastal). Another
peculiarity is that there are converts to the Roman Catholic faith
from almost all the Backward and Scheduled Castes and massive representa-
tions were received in most of the centres we visited from representa-
tives of converts from the Backward Classes and the Scheduled Castes,
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The usual reply that Christians are outside the terms of reference
was given to theu, but nevertheless the representations were received
and their grievances were heard.

Vanniakula Kshatriva.

The Vanniak: .a .shatriya coumunity inspite of itg numerical
predominance is suffering fron severe social and economic handicaps,
The social handicaps are devived from their dependence on the socially
and politically dominant Reddlar,.Naidu and Vellala communities, who
happen to be the wajor 1andlord§ In many of the rural areas. The
dominant castes exercise their influence in many subtle ways to keep
the others down. The economic handicaps are derived from their complete
dependence on agriculture, as barring a small percentage who may own
an acre or two of dry land the majority of them are landless tenants or
labourers in the villages, which we visited namely Vegakollai, ViSaVakuppam
in Kadampultiur Block. There are of course a handful of well-to-do
landlords in this caste also,

The people belonging to this community live in conditions of

dire distress and squalour. The fact that in many villages they hreed
pigs as a subsidiary source of income itself is an indication of tﬁgir
degrading poverty, To the question put by the Commission as to why by
their own efforts they were not able to elevate themselves to 4 better
position, the reply given in most of the places was th
of the possibilities for improvement and their poverty
of any concerted action, and they are easily coerced an
by the landlords and money-lending classes.,

at they are unaware
stands in the way
d subjugated

Education:

Regarding education, this district does not appear to be very well
served, There is a keen demand for more high schools ang higher Zle e
tary schools, especially in the Gingee, Sethiathope angd Ti rakoilux a: n-
There are very few hostels attached to the schools, and the a0 commo 1 eas,
tion available in the Harijan Welfare Hostels hardly weets the dem ng—

»f the Backward Classes students., There is a strong case for rov?din
hostel accommodation in many of the centreg where high SChOOlspare g
situated and for providing more high schools i
number of elementary schools justify the locat
central place., The S.8.L.C. results in many o
obtained information are far from satisfactor . ;

is that we met a large number of elementary szhoogn:ezzgzizlgg iﬁ:turef
the centres we visited, They were very enthusiastic and gave us vef obl
suggestions for jmproving education at that level. They also ple 3 38 he
in order to improve the tone of education, elementary school tzacﬁ ed that
should at least be provided with housing facilities, ers

I areas where the existing
lon of a high school at a
f the schools for which we

Annamalai University:

We had some discussions with representati
atives of th :
University. There is considerable di e Annamalai

1scontent among students from Backward
hostels, and in the matter of admigsi
not get adequate representation, A g
people of Chidambaram in general and
Chidambaram taluk of the Vanniakula Kshatriya community in the whol
district that the University should give first preference to loL ; - li
cants. There was also a grievance that the UniVersity authoritiz SPPb1_
the scholarship amounts very late, thug iﬂc°nVeniencing many of tz l1sbursed
students, All these were mentioned to the University authoZit‘ e goorer
vf the fact that this if a residential University located in‘81§:;par:t:$:Y
v

on to the University also they do
uggestion was put forward by the
by the representatives of

L4

backward area, the Commission asked the University authorities about
the steps they are taking to encourage talent. This ig a pertinent
question in view of the general impression that Annamalai University
students do not fare well iun competitive examinations and very few of
them have been able to get service in well-paid commercial and
industrial establishments. The Professors, who talked to us, admitted
that though there is no lack of intelligence among the students from
the Backward Communities, who constitute the majority, yet they do not
develop adequate personality qualifications which largely determine
the selection for the higher services and for commercial services as
well, The Commission impressed on the Professors that some scheme
should be devised to locate talent in the P,.U.C. level so that students
with good potentiality are given special attention to enable them to
compete successfully with forward community students. It was pointed
out to us that though in the wmatter of getting First Class or distinc—
tions, Backward Community students do not do as well as the others,
yet there are many who have aptitude for research and are doing useful
research work at the Post-graduate level,

Neyveli emplovment:

At Neyveli, we took up with the Corporation authorities the
question of employment opportunities for local people, Though for
casual labour and for manual labour inevitably local wen are employed,
in semi-skilled and skilled ranks and in office and superior establisgh-
wments, we heard a complaint that neither local men nor even men from
the State have been given adequate representation. The Corporation
authorities nromised to give us detailed classified statewents for
these categories. Being the biggest industrial complex in this area,
it was impressed on the authorities that the local people should have
the satisfaction that it is providing them with adequate employment
opportunities at all levels,

Villayankuppam Padavachi:

The representatives of the displaced Padayachi people, who
originally belonged to the Denotified Tribes of Villayankuppam Padayachi,
met us in large numbers. Villayankuppam and its connected hamlets
where actually in the area now occupied by the Neyveli mining complex,
The displaced persons whom we.met are the descendants of the people,
who ware once declared as "criminal tribe". Even after they were
denotified, they complained Fhet nothing was done to improve their
economic or educational condition and that when they were dislodged
from their original villages the compensation given to them was very
meacre, Apart from oné or two settlemen?s assigned for them, there

ano provision made to house all the displaced persons suitably and
was ide them with adequate means of livelihood. The compensation
to provi hardly enough to buy cultivable land in the distant villages
@oneg w;:dampuliyur block to which they migrated. It is also stated
1; : ihe Denotified Padayachis are not confined to the Villayankuppam
tha £ villages. The leaders of the community promised to give the
g;;:gs:ion a detailed account of the Criminal Tribe Act and to subse-

quent denotification.
ew of the declaration of a section of Padayachi community
ribe, a claim has been wade in many places that a
tion work on the model of the Kallar Reclamation work should be
indertake to benefit the Vanniakula Kshatriya community in the whole
Z?dzrpiien Tge history of the application of the criminal Tribes Act
istrict.

is being examined separately.

In vi
as a criminal t
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monsoon and on bore wells. In wany places water cannot be had even
for drinking purposes unless one goes down to a depth below 150 fect.
Even now dirty and wuddy ponds are the only source of drinking water

Fishermen:

There is a fairly large co i . . . the ponds serving various other purposes for human beings and cattle
the villages. A Veryyadmifablem?ZZifzu:fO;niiggiiifsermﬁn 1;_mzng gf as well. Drinking water is a major problew in a number of blocks, thoagh
and a hostel is being run by this community in Katta g o Z -;g chool here and there enterprising Panchayats have wmanaged to have bore wells
Government is giving a very liberal grant an 11 mannarkor ?nd Fhe with overhead tanks in a few villages. But for cultivation a bore well
The institution deserves continued enco Y ﬁo that lnStltu?lon' is beyond the reach of the ordinary small farmer or a temant as it costs
of the fishermen community in various ;:agemento The repregentatlves over Rs°20,000, As most of the peasants cannot afford this and are not
included in the list of Scheduled Céstp ces.pleaded.that this ShQH%d be able to devise other measures of combining together the bore well is
is practised against them. Their oth €S as in practice untouchability still a monopoly of the landlord and of the big farmer. The soil
the markets run by Municipalities andeggfzgevangeflwere thét in most of appears to be good and yields rich crop of sugarcane and cereals
Promoted, Various Peliefkmeasures are Callja ? a ‘; fZ? flshlng'are.not swherever bore well irrigation is possible, The wost important problem
to improve its economic status, as very f £ 0; ' 18 Commun}ty is of the district is provision of drinking water, and waking bore wells

’ Y few of them are in a position to irrigation more accessible to the small farmers. The Commission advised

the representatives of the various Backward Communities who wet us to
draw a comprehensive plan for the development of the district from the
point of view of amelioration of the Backward Classcs. At least as far
as this district is concerned their condition is in no way better than

take to other oceu i
‘ : pations. The case of the fisher
inland, is beiug examined separately, srmen, both coastal and

Agamudayan .. Udavyar:

There ig a fairly large com i
t
out the district, They arf knowjun; ngf Agamudayans scgttered through- that of Harijans, ecomomically and educationally. The only saving grace
have been made on their behal £ OEr im;ﬁ:i:ii:c:;iz; hflfferent ?laims is that they are not socially treated as untouchables.
repre tati i ° aring various
digfeiggta;;gzst;z Xhat ghe Agamud;Yans or Udayars of Scuth Arcot are Yevenas:
am S ; . . .

districts who are a %ragczyigqtﬁz .ﬁiﬁii;:iﬁdf}rzChlraPpalllTan? Ramnad A representation was made by a group of people describing themsclves
economic position may perhaps be slightly su : om:unlty, heir . as Yavanas to the Government of Tamil Nadu requesting that they should
majority community in the distric; Butynonper;0§1 o that of Phe big be classified as a Scheduled Tribe. We sent for sowe wembers of this
that Agamudaya Udayars of this dis;rict ;10 1em have claimed communi ty and the local District Welfare Officer was able to collect
tely owing to the clubbing of these two szges]§iuZZ Ve}lalas, Unfortuna- some Yavanas and bring them before us. From our interrogations, we
Classes, there is a tendency to enter in th b e list of Backward ascertained that they are hardly distinguishable from ordinary nomadic
description. But it is quite ObViOdS that zh:cUZOI records the composite trites and that they should be properly included in the category of
Vellalas at least in this district This matt ?yars'are not.Thuluva Scheduled Tribes. Most of them live in the hilly areas, eking their

° er is being examined further. living by bunting birds, small animals and making baskets. Surprisingly

There were only two solitary representatives of the Virakodi Vellala tliis ¢aste is not to be found either in the Census ligt or in the lists
of Backward Classes or Scheduled Castes and Tribes waintained by the

community coming before the Commission Nei i

” o either of thew was in a iti

. > v Ne position ‘

fzeglvf’g g;oper descrlyt%on ?f the conditions of this community. But Governwent of Tamil Madw. This is the only, till now unknown, caste wiich
they sai at the community ig in larger nuwbers in Kallakurichi taluk the Commission was able to locate in this district.

which we could not visit during this tour. L
lconony:

We received several i Vellala T 2 B
main thesis was that theyrEE::sﬁﬁ::tézzzrf:gzafzg ;SZ;éczmﬁunlty‘ Their - wverywhere requests were made that more industries should be
the Isai Vellalas of Thanjavur distrioct g S ecause only provided. The main cash crops here are cashew, groundnuts and sugarcanec.
They were unable to tell us why thislgisziim:zz:::g was 323: Bagkw;rd"' Requests were made that co-operative sugar wills should be started in
they did not protest against it carlier. if this discriminatizs why Gingee, Sethiathope and in a few other centres so that the distances
unjustified socially and economically, ,It was also mentioned towsz that £ he oxisting sugar nills would be reduced.  This will onable them o
there is some inter-mixture between the Isai Vellal . get better price and reduce the cost of transport and other wages.
Sengunthar Mudaliars in some parts of the gistiici.asngdrE::SSiafor the This will also avoid the wastage in converting sugarcane juice into
discrimination - . . ‘ jaggery as all canes cannot Le taken to the factory. Though there ar
community is abZ:rzfi; ;:afhszfl:i:;mnEZthzgihfilgiizi:e:antha Mudaliar "ixtensgve cashew cul tiyations, apart from one modeinised fictor?,et;ee

. I ) ation, rest of the crop is handled purely on a cottage industry basis in homes,

e smai :r castes like Yaghavas, Barbe?s{ Washermen, Vanians, ete., and Panrutti offers the main warket., A few wodern cashew factories on
also agpf;rea efore us and their plea was similar to that raised by tht lines of the factories in the Kerala region would provide more
thglr fo ?w;cas emen in other d1§tr1ctsc The ?aqhavas particularly of occupation, improve the price for the caltivator and enable byeproducts
this distric haPpear to pe suffe?1ng'from a definite inferiori ty of the chshew industry also to be developed and warketed more scientifically.
complex and t eir economic pos?tIO? is also.no? as satisfactory ag -The iprovement of industries in this area largely depend on the provision
their castem?n in Madura} and in T1?une1v911 districts. But one interest of more and better link rdads, wore bridges and better water and electric
ing feature 1s tbe practlce‘of tgndlng large flocks of sheep and goatg - supply. “All these aspects are being examined scparately.
has completely disappeared in this area perhaps due to the absence of ‘Pr;g§rti 1 tati
sufficient pasture land. ., ~Xoportignal representation:
+ The representatives of the Vanniakula Kshatriya community, who

in S A distri ‘ \
Most of the areas in South Arcot district are not serveg by canal appeared before us in very large nuwbers, unanimously demanded that they

rrigation. The success of agriculture is depending entirely on : 38
. e S,
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e,

~.z1d get representation proportional to the population in all
~.-ational including higher educational institutions, similar
-#sentations in all local services at the Unions, district level,
~~ shey were emphatic in their demand for a similar representation

-~ e State and Central Services, We were requested to persuade the
““ate Government to move the Central Government to arrange for similar
proportional representation in Central Government services and in the
public and private sector undertakings atleast in the State. It is
interesting that this demand for proportional representation/has come
from almost all the communities, This demand has risen from the fact
that the liarijans, who form the second biggest block in this district,
get proportional reservation in educational institutions and in
services; and the other communities cannot understand why they are
discriminated against, Another grievance which the representatives of
the Vanniakula Kshatriya community made to us was that they have no
officer of gazetted status in any department of the State in their
district, They also said that no one from their community has so far
been selected as Law Officer (Public Prosecutor, Government Pleader,
etco) anywhere in the State, This grievance is further aggrevated by
the large scale unemployment among educated men in this community.
They have also pointed out that in all the Bars in the district, there
are lawyers coming from-the Communi ty, who are qualified to be appointcd
as Law Officers or as Judicial Officers.,

Yo

Local Finance.

In every centre we visited we realised that the Unions were
unable to meet the requirements of the local pgople in the matter of
minor roads, bridges, wells, etc, Kepeated requests from the people
were turned down because the estimate of expenditure was above the
financial powers of the Unions, or the Unions did not have any funds to
spend on these egsential primary improvements. An examination of the
financial position of the local institutions is, therefore, imperative,
if these local authorities are to function efficiently and satisfy the
[ rimary needs of the local population. ’

SOUTH ARCOT DISTRICT
Demographic Data

District population (projected for 1971) -+ 36,22,268
Percentage to State population .o 9.1%

Density of population (1961) District 724 per
. s8quire mile

Density of population (1961) State 772 for the State.

Percentage of Urban population 1961 district .o 12.87 per cent
Percentage of Urban population {(1961) State .» 26.69 percent for
the Statg.

Religious Compogition and Decennial Variation, 1921-1961).

1 Y 3 : - -
Religious ' 1921 1931 1941 - 1951 1961
Groups. percentage percentage percentage percentage percentage
Hindus e 94.12 93.77 93.94 94,36 93.47
Muslims . 2.89 3.10 3.22 3,15 3.24
Christians oo 2579 2.93 20\“ 2031 2.99
Others e 0.20 0.20 0.25 0.18 - 0.30
Total ©100, 00 100.00 100.00 - 100.00 100.00
ota : oo : . A

]
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Major Backward Classes and their size for 1971.

1. Kaikolan e .o .. .. 78,181
2. Kammalan oo : o o S e 83,985
3. Maruthuvar ‘ o .. .. .. 43,427
4, Oddar oo .. .. .. 42,756
.5, Parkavakulam o .. .. .o 83,398
6, Vanian . oo oa .. . 42,210
7. Vannan . . . o 44,242
8. Vanniakula Kshatriya .- o .. 13,36, 307
9. Yadhava . o es . 1ﬁ6,448
10. Scheduled Castes ., .. . .. 9,52,012
Literacy Percentage

A1l Maleg Fewaloes
District average , oo 26,71 40.55 12,65
State average e = 31.41 44.54 18,17

NORTH ARCOT DISTRICT.

The Commission toured the North Arcot district from the 20th to
23rd March, 1970 and in addition to recciving representations at the

-district headquarters, the Commission visited , number of towns and

villages, such as Ramasanikuppeam, Onnupuram, Arni, Cheyyar, Melamanovur,
Kattukolai, Veppankal, Pallikonda, Gudiyathanm, Bhuvaneswarapetti, Kelur,
Polur and Wallaja. In these places in addition to receiving written

- representations and taking oral-evidence from the Backward Communities,

the Commission visited the habitations, particularly of weavers

belonging to different communities, fishermen, Odders, Vanniakula
Kshatriya and other Backward and Most. Backward people to ascertain the
living conditions. Some of the worst living conditions were noticed in
the hamlet, called Chinna Allapuram just on the outskirts of Vellore City
itself, where Muslims and Vanniakala Kshatriyas live in conditions of
abject squalour without facilities for drinking water and under the

wost insanitary conditions,

Social Structure:

]
. The social pattern iﬁ,ﬁhis district is slightly different from that
of South Arcot district, though as in the latter district the most
numerous Backward Community here too is the "Vanniakula Kshatria",
According to the Collectog's estimate their population is about 11 lakhs.
In addition there are number of other Backward Communities, who are found
in larger numbers, for example Muslims, Idayars and the different weaving
communities, The most numerous among the weaving communities is the
Kaikolas. The dominant .castes in this digstrict are said to be the Kammas
and the. Mudaliars and not Reddiars as in the South Arcot district.
Complaints similar to those voiced against the Reddiars of South Arcot
‘are also voiced against the Kdmmas and the Mudaliars. It is alleged
that the cdste ramification and the political forces in this district ;
have worked adversely against the Vanniakula Kshatrias as they complaigfe
that inspite of their enormous population of nearly 11 lakhs, they CORRH -
return only 4 Vanniars to the Tamil Nadu Assembly. The grievance against
the domination of other castes both at the local level and at the Madras
political‘levgl is much more pronounced. Many of the Backward Castes
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two of the subsidiary occupations available in this area., Considerable
efforts require to be taken for the rehabilitation of the weaving
communities. < Rehabilation should take the form primarily of improving
their housing, water supply and sanitation; secondly easy loan facili-
ties either through the banks or through the co-operatives should be
made gvgilable to them. There also appears to be enough scope for
organising co-operatives for the sale of their products.

Other Backward Classes:

’A@?éﬁ.}he Backward Communities, who represented their grievances
gon?:;,“Z~:1wu uust be made particularly of the Kulala (potters), the
K:rune: 0il wmongers), the Odders and the Boya, the Goldsmiths, the
and GL g?TS, the'Maharatta non-Brahmins, the Vadugans, the Dommara

ellnlanﬂ flshfermeno There were a few tribals also who came to
our motice. The grievances of the Vanians are similar to those repre-
sented elsewhere and do not therefore invite any special remarks here,

Pottérs:

rest Z?etizttgfs complaineq they generally live isolated from the

boen lookes V;tlage community and mentioned that they have not at all
bt ions 1 after prop?rly by the State Government. They complained

itterly abou? the denial of admissions to the few boys and girls from
::ongst them in schools and colleges. Even the few educated graduates

Oﬁzln unem?loyedc As regards the exercise of their profession of

g ; ery.mak%ng, they complained that the Panchayat Unions demand licence
for their kl%nS. They also wentioned that in the markets maintained

in the Mgn1c1pa1ities and Union, market fee is demanded for displayinﬂ
and selling their wares and that their products are cheap and the totZl
iale would hardly amount to a few rupees and hence their wares should

e e*empted from market levies. There is-no means of increasing their
earnings as the dewmand for pottery is coming down and potters are

unablg to t?ke up any alternative occupation. Another difficulty they
experience is securing clay for making pots. They requested that they
spould be given the right to excavate clay from reverside areas without
h1nd?ance, especially as after the removal, such lands become better
cult}vable° They alsoe requested that as it is done for Harijans, sewing
machln?s.should-be supplied to their women folk who could make tailoring
a subsidiary occupation. They also required that they should be supplied
more modern tools for turning out pots through the Khadi and Village
Industries Board,

0dda, Boya:

The Oddars are known by different names, Odda (Vodda or Vadde, Voddai).

Their request is that they should be included in the list of Scheduled
Cgste§. These people are found in larger numbers in Salem and Coimbatore
digtricts. Their representatives stated that all of them call themselves
Naidus, and that there are different branches coming under the description
Athirajakulékanrayar, Vayarajukkal, Kalloddar, Upparaver, etc. The term
'Upparava' is applied to those who dig wells. Athirajakulakanrayar,
Vayﬁrajakkal refer to the people who generally talk Telugu. In some
places 'Oddars' are regarded as untouchable. There are some people
called Petha Oddar, Suramari Oddar, Petha Boya. They would prefer all
thegse communities to be .treated as one and to be classified as Boya.‘ It
was claimed that this community appears in the list of Scheduled Castes
both in Mysore and Andhra Pradesh. Their living conditions are of the
poorest and are worse than the poorer amongst Scheduled Castes. They
rear and eat pigs and many live on road sides and on the outskirts of
villages. 'Their case for inclusion in the list of Scheduled Castes

ther examination. '

degeryes furt

Indian Christian:

The Indian Christian community (both Catholic and Protestant)
presented a memorandum and came in a Very large deputation before us
at Vellore. To them also the terms of reference were explained. They
took objection to the Backward Classes question being examined on caste
basis though it was repeatedly explained to them that the list of
Backward Classes and Most Backward Classes maintained by the Government
of Tamil Nadu are only lists of Ilindu castes with two exceptions, viz.
Labbais and converts to Christianity from the Scheduled Castes (only
persons who are themselves converts) item 152 in the Tamil Nadu Public
Service Commission list and even this woald not apply to converts from
Christianity from other castes. After stressing the illegality of the
classification based on castes under the Constitution, they pointed
out that the question of converts to Christianity could also be con-
sidered on a caste basis since there are converts from all castes among
Christians. They urged that the Commission should recommend to the
Government to revise the terms of reference, if the Commission thought
it was necessary. They further went on to argue that all Christians
are converts to Christianity within the meaniug of item 52 quoted above.
The basis for this contention was that persons become Christians only
after baptism and therefore all Christians are really converts as they
were not born as Christians. This, of course, is an arguwent based
on doctrinal refinement, which, the Chairman said, he was not competent
to discuss. The emphasis of this deputation at Vellore was that all
Scheduled Castes converts to Christianity should be treated on par with
their Scheduled Castes brothren. They did not argue very seriously about
the claim of converts from other castes into Christianity as similar
deputations of Christians did as for example in South Arcot district but
desired that no distinction on ground of religion should be made in dealin

"with Backward Castes.

Muslims:

There is a fairly large population of Muslims in this district,
larger than in some other districts we had visited. According to the
1921 Census, Muslims are enumerated under the categories of Labbais
(35456) Pattern (13870), Sayed (13663), Shaik (50477), the total thus
accounting for about 1,12,000 roughly, Applying the usual method of
projecting population, the present population of Muslims of all these
categories in this district should be near about 2 lakhs. The various
Muslims deputations, who met us, criticized the Census classification and
did not admit that any such differentiation among Muslims actually exist
in practice. Nobody claimed to be Shaiks, Patterns and Sayed amongst
those who met us. It is obvious that there is a large number of Urudu
speaking Muslims in this district and the general representation was that
no distinction should be drawn between Tamil speaking Muslims and Urdu
speaking Muslims, Obviously the Urdu speaking Muslims have been
experiencing difficulties in getting admission to colleges and to
services against the 25% quota for Backward Communities, Some Urdu
speaking Muslims do declare themselves as Labbais, but there is a general
‘repugnance to such practice. Urdu speaking Muslims are definitely not
of a higher social or economic status, and educationally too, they are
not definitely better off than their Tamil speaking brothren. Urdu
speaking Muslims work,as beedi rollers, and in Polur they claimed they ar
working in betal leafpare obviously — Tamil speaking Muslims. In hides

" and skins business where Muslims are the capitalists, the actual work

of tanning and preparing hides and skins is not done by Muslims. A
suggestion was made that if a training school in leather technology is

" opened in the neighbourhood of Vellore or Gudiyatham, Muslims would get

*farms. The few well-to-do capitalists among Muslims
39 ‘
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Mahratta, Non--Brahmins:;

The Mahratta Non-Brahmins who now figure in the Backward Classes
1ist represented before us that they should be described as Namadeva
Mabarattas. They said that there are no caste-divisions inside them
and only functional differences. 4part from their grievance that they
do not have very large number of men in services, there does not appear
to be any substance in their demand for inclusion in the list of Most
Backward Classes.

.he Goldsmiths Association which seems to be fairly strong in this
. .1ct, confined their representation mostly to be difficulties
arising out of the vold control order and the lapse of many of the
privileges and bencfits for their amelioration, They were advised that
these matters should be taken up with the Central Uovernuent as the
Gold Control was a central measure,

adhavas, Idavars:

Though the Yadhavas number nearly 2 lakhs in this distriet, there
was only‘one representation from the community., The community appears
ﬁo have become fairly well settled here as cultivators and small farmers.
There are few wandering herds of sheep or cattle tended by the mewbers
of th}s community as we noticed in Ramanathapuram and Tirunelveli
districts. ‘hey have become ordinary cultivators like the bulk of the
popglatlon, though very few have reached the stage of affluence and
thelr condition is not also different from that of the any other cultiva-~
ting community,

Kannaklkansg:

Agong the smaller communities, who came before us, are the kKannakkans,
the ngns, the Lingayaths and the Idigas. The Kanakkan is a community
.peculiar to North Arcot and Chingleput districts. This is not in the
B?ckwgrd Classes list. - The population is thinly spread over alumost all
the Ylllages'and their hereditary occupation is village accounting.

In view of their high literacy and of their traditional aptitude for
agcounts keeping, their youngwen work as shop assistants and accountants
with retail and wholesale traders in the rural and small town areas. But
xery few appear to have taken to higher education and Government Services.
lye Kgnnakkans also call themselves Karuneegars and their ausual title is
Plllélf In view of the fairly high standard of'literacy and their wmethod
of living as befitting a professional service caste, thecir claim to be
regar@ed as Backward, educationally, socially or even economically is not
very iampressive, There are not lavourers in the Community and their Wowen
folk do not labour in the fields, but ounly attend to household work. Most
of them are small land owners. In many aspect they are not different

from the Vellalas of Thanjavur and Tirunelveli except that there are no

big land lords. But they command considerable influence. They claimed
that they are already covered by the term, 'Ganika' in the Backward Classes
list, If this was so, it is strange that they bad not asserted their
claim earlier. Apparently the term 'Ganika' refcrsto some Andhra community
in the composite State. As a Tamilian community, it is not likely.to be
described by a'Sanskrit term. Ordinarily 1 am advised by Sanskrit.scholars
that the term 'Ganika' would refer to astrologers. The exact scope. of

the term 'Ganika' is being examined further, and on merits the Kannakkans
have no case based on the information supplied to us. It must also be
mentioned that they have not given proper replies to the guestionnaire

in detail.

‘as they describe themselves are found

Jaing.

The Jains are in small numbers in the Morth Arcot district. Their
representatives asserted that their community was in the list of
Backward Classes before 1932. They were told to establish this and
explain the reasons for the removal of their caste from the list. They
were also advised to supply information to the questionnaire in proper
detail. But as far as our information goes for a small community they
cannot be said to be badly off educationally. As their name is not in
the list of Backward Classes, they were told their case is outgide the
terms of reference. But if complete reply to the questionnaire is
supplied, they were advised that their case will be considered on its

merits.
Small pockets of .the Lingayaths or Kannada Veerasaiva Saineegars
in several places in South Arcot,

North Arcot and Chingleput districts. They claim to be identical with

"the Lingayaths in Mysore State. They have also taken to weaving and

weavers are of the same community.

in Arni most of the prosperous master
economic condition is better than

Even in the weaving profession, their
that of the other weaving communities who regard them as generally
wealthy classes. A complete reply to the questionnaire was not furnished

by them.
ldiga:

The solitary representative of the Idiga community, himself a
‘lawyer, appeared before as without having made a written representation
and complained that this community is very badly treated by the dominant
castes. He claimed that the Idiga is the Telugu counterpart of Sanans
(tree climbers) and desired that Idigas should bhe included in the list
of Most Backward Classes and he given all the facilities that are given
to Scheduled Castes. The witness had no idea of the population of the
Idiga caste cither in the district or in the State and of the extent of
literacy, etc. He promised to obtain further information for submission

to the Commission,

Harijans:

Another peculiar experience the Commission had in this district was
that we received a number of representations from Harijans, and also
from the people who claimed to be Scheduled Tribes. We could not possibly
refuse to meet them. The Harijans (Scheduled Castes) complained that
welfare measures are not adequate and whatever measures are designed for
them are not being administered to them expeditiously. They were
advised to approach the local authorities. The approach from several
Harijans representatives indicates that inspite of the gpecial ameliora-
tive measures taken, the effectiveness of these measures require to be
examined. Some of the Scheduled Castes who saw us complained that
nothing is being done to them and they are completely ignored in the
scheme of welfare measures.

Lambadi:
The Lambadi community people of the Lambadi colony near Tiruvannamalai

met us at Vellore as we could not visit the colony. They represented

that they are in All-India Tribe and are identical to the Pinjaras of

Maharashtra, and Madhya Pradesh and that their caste is included as a

Scheduled Tribe in all the other States. On questioning their habits

and methods of life, tribal features are clearly visible. Their case

for inclusion in the list of Scheduled Castes and Tribes requires

-

examination.
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the necessary experience and take over the actual job of preparing the
skins for the matket and thus improve their employment prospects.

Their other gricvarces were that some cmployment opportunities should

be wmade available to their folk at home and better facilities

for the education of Muslim. girls should be made available. It way ne
noted that the Muslim community is running twe colleges in this district
out of a total of 8 colleges they have to their credit in the State,

Vadugan:

A deputation claiming to represent the Vadugans community met
us at Polur. They claimed that they are reither Kavara, Balija or
Kamma, but are simply known as Vadugans and that their primary occupa-
tion is selling bangles. Their economic position as it was representcd
to us is vefy bad as 75 per cent of them do not own their houses. On
further questioning the representatives admitted that they are sometimes
known as Valaya Balija, Musukku Bglija and Kamma Balija and they are
commonly known as Vaduga Naidus. The position of this eommunity will
have to be examined only after more representations are heard from
Coimbatore district where they claim to be in larger numbers.

Dommara:

The term Dommara appears in the list of Backward Classes-item 24
in the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission list and an entry 'Dom*,
'Dombara', 'Paidi' or 'Panc' appears in the list of Scheduled Castes
as well, item No.15 throughout the State except Kanyakumari district and
Shencottah taluk in Tirunelveli- district. Dommara appears also in the
list of Most Backward Classes — Item No.11 and the Dommaras of Thanjavur
and North Arcot appears in the list of Denotified Tribes (item No.14).
A few representatives of that community, describing themselves as Dhombarar
apsearcd before us at Polur. They said that they have neither houses nor
lands. Their wain occupation is rearing pigs. They talk Tamil. They
claimed that they are actually-Scheduled Tribes, Fat they have not been
setting any of the privileges for Scheduled Tribes or Scheduled Castes
s> far. The exact classification of these people requires further examina-
tion though on the facts available they should really go as a Scheduled
Castes—item No,50 as mentioned above.

Kuravan:

The representatives of a caste describing themselves as Kuravar
appeared lLefore us. They said their main occupation is making baskets;
they live mostly on roadsides and have no permanent habitation., They uo
not appear to have reccived any attention through the Harijan Yel fare
department so far. As there is difficulty in getting bamboos, even their
traditional occupation is affected. They speak a wixture of wmany languages.
They wanted to be classified as a Scheduled Caste. liecy are an extremely
jll-educated and pathetic lot, and could not descrive even their caste
name prooyerly, In the list oi Schedaled Castos item No.2 has an entry
for Kurnvan Sidhanar. In the list of Scheduled Tribes B-2, item 7 there
is an cntry for Koraga. In the list of Backward Classes there are two
cntries items 63 and 66, Koracha and Kurumba. The exact connotation of
these items might be difficult to determine now, but obviously the people,
who met us are Kuruvans and from what they and a few others belonging to
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes told us, it looks as if the
conccssions for Scheduled Castes are now being enjoyed by a few castes

amongst them and the more primitive still remain in their primitive stage.

General bLeconomic Conditions:

On a supcrficial survey. the North Arcot district might cp-ear
perliaps more prosperousg than the Soath Arcot district. .But it is jrst
as ill-favoured industrially as South Arcot district. There was a
clamour from all the representatives who met us for more cottage
industries and more industries on a co-operative basis. Employment
opportunities locally are very meagre, Being a district with more
forests, suggestions were made for starting paper mills and factories
which would utilise hill products and also for better utilisation of
stones and similar forest and hill resources., These require special
economic survey. The area grows sugarcane and perhaps a few more co~
operative sugar wills should be opened there. There is possibility fo:
extension of the cottage type match factories.

The water table in this region is higher than in South Arcot.
Well jrrigation is resorted to extensively. As very big bore wells are
not necessary, the position of farmers depending on well irrigation is
easier., Drinking water problem is just as acute as in South Arcot
district in all the village areas. The district is also very badly
served in the matter of minor roads and link roads and there is a
bitter complaint against the Panchayat administration which appears
to be faction-ridden in many areas and dominated by the dominant caste
leaders., As a district has a larger number of Mest Backward Classes
and Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and as many of them are stil
untouched Ly the benefits of the welfare scheme, there is tremendous
scope for expanding educational and medical facilities. A request was
made to us for opening more primary health centres and hospitals, and
for Backward Classes hostels; The usual request for land for the land
agriculturists, assignment of poramboke lands to those who have alread
built houses there, State llousing Loans and liberal loan facilities
etc,gwere also wmade here,

No separate mention is made here of Barberst and Washermen, thoug
several deputations met us, for the simple reasons that their grievane
have already been dealt with elsewhere.

All the Backward Communities including the smallest complain that
they have been denied their fair shares in Government employment and
that their boys and girls find it difficult to get admission to colleg
Their share in Medical, Engineering and other specialised institutes i
utterly meagre. The demand for a fair share in the Government Service
is universal. They demand for treatment similar to the Scheduled Cast
The prestige value of I.A.S., I.P.S. and Gazetted Services is rated
very high and even the smallest communities urge that patronage need
be extended to them by some device of proportional representation.

DEMOGRAPHIC DATA

District population (projected for 1971) .. 37,39,152
Percentage to State population .. 9.3%
.

Density of population 1961-District oo 071 per squire
mile.

Density of population 1961-State .. 672 per squire
mile

Percentage of urban populationsDistrict .. 20,65

Percentage of urban populationw~State .o 26.69%

40 . .
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t appear to have developed capable leadership and their M,L.As,
do no ; eat their
and M.Ps. do not appear to have taken §usta1ned interest 1n .
welfare. Though -ne Backward Communities have captured many seats in
the local Panchayats, the, have not been able to capture power at the
Panchayat Union level. In a number of places they complained against
indirect election of the Panchayat Chairman and even wanted direct
election, They find it impossible to get their local grievances remedied
and their local needs in the mat-er of irrigation. roads, drinking watler
wells, etc., secured bevause vi the antipathy of the Unioun Chairmen, who
in many cases are able to secure their election by influencing Panchayat
_ Presidents in the indirect election. Though it was explained to the
Trepresentatives that these matters are outside the scope of the Commis-
sion, they cmphasised that because of these political difficulties
a climate favourahle to them could not be created and in the absence
of such a favourable climate their economic difficulties remain un-—
attended to,

Yapniakula Kshatria:

As in South Arcot district, the Vanniakula Kshatrias made massive
representations at the district level at Vellore and a large number of
local and general representations were received in all the places, the
Commission visited. They were emphatic in their demand for separate
reservation proportionate to their population in Colleges, particularly
in local colleges and in all Government appointments, particularly in
appointments within the district. Figures of extensive unemployment
both of S.,8.L.Cs, and P.U.Cs. as well as of Graduates were mentioned and
in many places the unemployed persons themselves appeared before us.,
The chances of employment in local offices appear to be wuch more
difficult than securing employment in Madras or in the State Services.
The suggestion was repeated that in all appointments in the Panchayats
and in the district level preference should be given to the Backward
Communities of the locality. The Vanniakula Kshatrias use the surname
Nayackar, Gounder, and Reddiar and not Padayachi as much as it is known
~n South Arcot,

Weaving communities:

In this district all the traditional weaving communities are to Dbe
found in fairly large numbers, viz.y the Devangars, the Sengunthars and
the Sourashtras. Though the district is famous for Silk and art Silk
weaving, the economic plight of the actual weavers is miserable. We
saw Sourashtras, Devangars and Kaikolars' living in mud huts without
reasonable living facilities; most of the roofs were thatched and almost
half exposed to sky. Weaving is carried on under these roofs, Housing
is the most important need of the three weaving communities. The
Sengunthars appear to be the most depressed, of the three,

The system of master weavers prevalent among the Sourashtras in the
Madurai district does not seem to function very effectively here amongst
all the three communities, As many of them buy their materials and
sell their products in the market directly, their indebtedness seems
almost perpetual and very few are in a position to save., Children's
education is sadly neglected., In view of the nature of their work and
the conditions, under which they work, the incidence of mal—f?rmat1on
amongst the weaving communities and particularly amongst the Sourasptras
and the Kaikolars appears to be abnormally high., A health survgy'w111
certainly disclose the prevalence of disgases caused by malnutr1t1on.and
cramped living. In many places young children, who should be attending
to schools, are rolling beedies or arranging match sticks in match boxes
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RELIGIOUS COMPOSITION FOR i96].

Hirdas .o .o 91.17%
Muslims .o - 6.32% "
Christians .o o 2.15%
Others oo o 0.36%
100,00

MAJOR BACKWARD CLASSES AND THEIR SIZE (1971)

\

Caste Population for 1971
1. Agamudaiyan oo 26,684
2. Kaikolan - 1,14,946
3. Kammalan oo 1,12,127
4. Kuruba, Kurumba . - 33, 327
5. Labbai _ .o 65, 157
6. Matuthuvan - 40,020
7. Muthuraja or Muthiriyan oo 49,163
8. Oddar .o 66,116
9. Vaniyar - 48,337
10. Vannan .o 59,573
11. Vanniyakula Kshatriya oo 9,52,211
12. Yadhava _ oo 1,90,150 _
Scheduled Caste oo 7,337,735
LITERACY PERCENTAGE (1961)
All Males Females
North Arcot district average 24,72 37.12 12.19

State average : 31.41 44.54 18.17

NILGIRIS DISTRICT

The Commission held its sittings at Ootacamund from 7th till 9th’

April 1970. 'On the 8th, the Commission along with the local M.L.A,

Thiru Bojan and other veteran leaders visited a few Badaga villages.,
Representations from severa]l other communities were received,

Nilgiris is considered as Queen of the hill stations in the South.
In summer, it attracts, a large number of tourists and holiday-makers’
especially for the flower—shqw° Inspite of denudation by largchale
cutting of the trees for cultivation of potatoes, cabbages, ett. and
tea plantations especially in and around the big towns of Ootacamund
and Coonoor, it has got a large number of beauty spots with impressive
natural sceneries. By construction of dams, three bipg flydro—electric
projects Pykara, Moyar and Kundah have beeén executed at very heavy cost
and these from the wmain basis for the industrial development of the
State by supply of elect®ic energy.

Among the inhabitants, the Badagas form the single largest group
in this district with 'a population of 84,823 according to 1961 Census.
They are mainly agriculturists mostly owning small extents of lands in
which they raise potatoes and also tea. The womenifolk contribute most
of ‘the labour .on their own lands, Generally, they do not go in as
labourers in the tea estates.- They occupy a fairly good status in the
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gocial life and have political influence as they have representatives
in the Panchayats. Assembly and Lok Sabha. Educationally, the wmendfolk
pave taken up to ollege edocation and form the largest group in the
local Government college. The women-folk are conservative and in the
past, there have not been many lady students in the college. But there
is a women's College in Coonvor having a strength of 300 to 400,
Another women's college has been started this year in Ooty and so the
nunber of girl students is likely to increase. There is a demand for
more hostel facilities especially for girl students, also at the High
School stage due to lack of transport facilities,

Amoug the other smaller communities, the Municipal Chairman who
'ngs to the Okaliga comnunity stated that they were about 40,000.
>y seem to he more enterprising agriculturists and also progressing in
»ade. : '

Wynad Chettis whose mother tongue is Malayalam and about 600 strong
re in Gudalur taluk, They also depend on agriculture. There is only
one Graduate and two are studying in the College, They send their boys
to Kanyakumari for training, because of the difficulty of language and
wanted some extra school hours to be devoted to Tamil,

( Moundaden Chettis are about 2,800 strong, in 6 villages in the
Gudalur taluk. About 25 per ccat are small land owners. There is no
graduate 1a this community avd there are about 30 who are educated.

The Harijan Christians (Catholics) represented that they wanted to
be given concegsion on par with Hindu Backward Clagses. Their written
representations were received., So also, another petition by Christian
baxbers was presented and received,

Some independent evidence has been given about the following:

Irulas and Kurumbas are said to live in the lower ranges by grazing
cattle., About 50 families of Kurumbas are engaged in training of about
25 clephants maintained by Goverament in Gudalur.

About 100 families mostly Badagas have leases from the Forest
department for raising forest crops like Bucalyptus along with their
own cvultivation. The leases are renewed every year and where the forest
trees grow up, they are given other plots and so no pattas could be
given for those sites,

The Deputy Registiar of Co..operative Societies also spoke about a
land colonisation Society for domestic servants and another for Harijans
and Irulas, Persons who worked as butlers during the British regime and
very poor Harijans were allotted 5 acres of land each and some amount
granted as loan and portion as subsidy., Out of 35, 25 have abandoned
the lands, though fertile, and have left. Representation was received
from another set of house+hold servants now working in Tamilagam. They
wanted assignment of a land in the heart of the town. The success of the
colenigation scheme depends upon the contribution of personal wanual
labour aud it is doubtful whether it can be given by the house-hold

ervants.

There is an Indo-German Project functioning from 1967 maiﬂly to
improve the cultivation., They have taken on hand the eradication of the
golden nomatode disease in potatoes which is cultivated in about 25,000

acres., It is stated that 'Dasanit’ pesticide has to be imported from

Spain.

Lol

Suggestiong for development and other reliefs,

D% the edacational side. there arve 44 digh Schools, of which 9 are
for girls. Provicion for 2 or 3 girle' hostels and expansion ¢ . <he
ho stel for boys at college level at Uoty are very necesgary. One aove
training school for girls will benefit the local communities,

On the economic side, relief against levy of 100% duty on import
of '"Dusanit' for eradicating golden nomatode disease in potatoes can be
given by at least reducing it by 50% which will be very beneficial to
the cultivators,

Facilities for import of good seeds resistant to the disease, free
of import duty has to be given.

To prevent soil erosion due to denudation, bench terracing has been
done on a wide scale by Government, By the turning of the soil, the
fertility of the soil has to be reconstituted by proper wmanuring and it
takes some years, One of the objects of the scheme is to prevent gilting
in the project areas. Considering the enormous cost of the projects,
it is urged that a few lakhs spent for terracing can be waived by Govern-
wment. But as the land owners are also benefited,, a portion of the cost
only may be recovered from them in easy instalments.

Bucalyptus ¢il is being extracted as a cottage industry. Lewon
grass is available in large quantities in Gudalur taluk. ©€il can be
extracted from thaty

A U.P.AS. I, réﬁresentative has given some valuable suggestions:

(a) About 9,000 small tea-planters have got about 150 small factories.
They can be linked as an autonomous unit and thus modernise the tea
factories to improve the quality of tea, as in the big tea estates,

(b) A craftsmen training centre which could award diplomas for
trainees to be engaged in the estates and also to start independent small
workshops can be gstarted,

(e) Special trainingy may be given for selected educated young wen
in factory administration,

The representatives of Badaga community stressed upon the fact that
the excise duty levied on tea worked a great hardship on the swall pro-
ducers, especially as the price of their tea which is of mixed quality
Is wuch lower than that from the big estates with modern factories and a
big slice isg taken away as excise duty. They wanted the State Government
to take steps for immediate relief, )

NILGIRIS DISTRICT
Demographic Data

District population (projected for 1971) . 4,86,429

Percentage to State population e 1,29

Density of population 1961)district .o 417 per square mile

Density of population 1961)}State .o 672 for the State

Percentage of Urban population (1961) district oo 43.9 per cent
leGl),State .. 26,69 per cent

Percenﬁﬁof population

age for the State.

11
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Religious Composition for 1961l.

Hiandus oo oo 80.89%
Christians .o oo 10.72%
Muslims .o o 8.,19%
Others oo oo 0.20%

100.00

e ot 1

Major Backward Clagses and their size for 1971.

1. Badaga on 1428,202
2, Kannadiyan .o - 6,776
3. Mappilla .o 2,543
4, Moundadan Chetty .o 2,814
5., Thiyya e 3,199
6. Wynad Chetty oo 4,274
Scheduled Caste - 92,744
Literacy Percentage
ALl Males Femalesg
District average 35.7 48.3 21.9
State average 31.41 44,54 18.17

THANJAVUR DISTRICT

The Commission toured the Thanjavar district for 5 days from the
27th April to 1st May, 1970, visiting Mayavaram, Thalaignayaru, Naga-
pattinam, Velankanni, Thiruvarur, Thanjavur, Orathanadu, Saliamangalam,
Sundaraperumal Koil and Kumbakonam, Inspite of extengive publicity
of our toaring many of the representatives appearing before the Commission
hatd not submitted their replies to the questionnaire in the proper form
and some had not even seen the questionnaire. Even those who gave oral
evidence did not evince as much interest in the subject as the people in
other districts from the same communities did., There have been no lack
of publicity and the District Welfare Officer bed contacted personally
most of the pommunity leaders. The apathy is hardly explicable except
from the fact that Thanjavur being a comparatively prosperous district,
the leaders of the communities had not bothered very much to acquaint
themselves with the hardships of their less favoured brethren. The
Commission had advised most of the witnesses to submit proper replies
to the questionnaire. It is worth recording that one among the prominent
castes in the district, viz., the Parkavakulam bad not made either an
oral or a written representation. The Commission, at the last stage, tried
to contact one of the leading members of the Moopanar community, a branch
of the Parkavakulam, known as Suruthiman and even this leader apart
from expressing his indignation that he was not consulted personally in
advance, did not choose to make a proper representation. He has very
sehemently denied that his community, the Suruthiman known by their
title Moopanar in this district, has nothing to do with the other two
branches, viz, the Malayalam and Nathaman Castes,

Thanjavar being Tamil Nadu's most prosperous district agricultgrally,
presents an interesting social mosaic. Almost all the communities 1D
Tawil Nadu (eXéluding Coimbatore and Salem) are representeg pere in some
measure, but no community is in a numerically dominant position. Thanjavur
has a population of 32.43 1akhs‘according to the 1961 Census and th® present

~
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population may well be over 35 1akhs. Being a large agricultural

district with the highest proportion of canal irrigation of any comparable
district in the State, it has naturally a sizable Harijan populaiion

which is estimated at about 10 lakhs. In the districts of South Arcot

and North Arcot the Harijan Population is exceeded by the predominant

cul tivating caste namely Vanniakula Kshatrias. In fact in these and a

few other districts, the Vanniars constitute the biggest single cultiva-
"ting caste. The position is different in Thanjavur district. The Vanniars
constitute only about half of the strength of the Harijans, But there are
the other cultivating castes, namely Agamudayans, Kallans and Ambalakarans
and Valayans, who between themselves form more than 5 lakhs, These five
communities contribute a population matching the Harijans, This social”
pattern has its repercussions in the economic sphere as well, and an
explanation for the agrarian problem of this district may be found in the
peculiar social structure, ’

Though there may be small land lords from amongst the Vanniars,
-Agamudayans, and Kallan communities, the major landlords come from the
Karkatha Vellalas (Mudaliars) Castes, the Brahmins and the Moopanars.
Numerous representations were received from all the backward communities
and there is nothing in their demands which was not mentioned in the
representations from other digtricts,

The Commission's impregsions in Thanjavur district dispel the general
assumption about the static nature of the caste system, At Mayavaram
we had a representation from a group of people calling themselves
Mooppanars which in this area would mean the Suruthiman, of the Parkava-
kulam. They have admitted that they were really Valayans who originally
migrated from Ramanathapuram district and they adopted for social con-
venience the title of Mooppanar. While Valayan appears in the list of
Most Backward Classes, Mooppanar is only a backward class and as their
title to the Moopanar name is questioned by the local revenue officials
they failed to get the concessions available either to the Mooppanars or
to the Valayans. At Mayavaram it was represented to us that the Valayans
do mostly fishing, catching small games and selling fish. At Orathanadu
two groups representing Ambalakarans claimed that they are the same as
/Valayans and Muthurajas. In fact one group claimed that the inland
fishermen calling themselves Parvatharajakulam also belongs to their fold.
S0 the distinction between Ambalakaran, Valayan, Muthuraja and inland
.fishermen practically becomes negligible and all of them apparently belong
to the common stock of Valayans. All of them are either agricultural
coolies, miscellaneous labourers and do fishing as well.

In a district with hundreds of temples, mutts, and religious
endowments, it is inevitable that the Isai Vellala community should be
in strong numbers. The Isai Vellala or Melakaran has been declared as
a Most Backward Community for this district alone, As they are spread
over several towns and villages they are not numerically dominant in any
one taluk or block. While in other districts the people helonging to this
community have taken to different professions, in this district alone they
are sticking to their traditional profession of Nathaswaram and allied
music and Bharatha Natyam teaching. Their main grievance is that the
salary paid by the temples and mutts is inadequate and the Religious
endowments departments 'should be moved to increase their emoluments and
also to pay pension for superannuated temple musicians. Most of them live
in houses built on temple lands and they would like these lands to be
agssigned to them on a permanent basis. The other request made was that
they should get a fair share of the excess land from temple trusts and

from land cgiling and their boys and girls should be given preference in

W
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schools and music schools should ?e

They have also requestgd that ralyway
cessions for parties of musicians shQuld be 1ibera1?sea and ezfn for

?on evs below 300 Kms. railway concesslons should be g.'t"zmtedo he I

%zgéznzty is trying very hard to rchabilitate itself. But edifapiona y

they have made very little progress. JThere are, gféffngdbzos ;gz -

population, only a very small numper of c§lleg§ e»anauc Yy g

and in services their representawions 18 inadeguate.

mically significant

The number of

a pointments as mugic teachers 1in
zarted in all districts centres.
E]

The other group oi castes socially andde;ono
i area are the Agamudayans, Kallans and Maravars.
;grzgzrs is insignificant, but Agamudayans form aboutizodOdlakhB 2?:im
the Kallans about 4 lakhs, Both the Kallars and ?he égamu iyangurai
that they originally migrated from the southern dlstrlcté of Ma Lrad
and Hamanathapuram several generations ago. Ig fgct thex? arg g ° E

of Piramalai Kallars in Thanjavar and the COmmlsle?‘m?t two epuf2r~
tions of Piramalai hallars. The Agamudayans are deilqltely more

ward than the Pallars and there is a certain amount of aloofness onare
the part of the Agamudayans. Both the Ka}lars and the Aga@udazznzduca_
very emphatic in their demand for proportlpval rep?egentatlon cduen
tional institutions and in services. The Piramalai %a{lar rcpfgs

tives at “Nagapattinam claimed that there are about 20,UOQ f?ml li:
belonging to this group 1in Thanjavur distrlct and most of ;n:? : -
engaged in harbour as coolies and field ¥abox'1rers° Many od t:evle

not fully employed; some of them are living in hutments anb '?mp

lands. Their special request is that a special §cheme as being N
administered for the Piramalai Kallars in Madurai sh?ulé be dGVISf

for them. The Agamudayans representatives while a%m{ttl?g ttat ;xizli-
may be slightly better off than the Kallars pleaded for %rgi Zr‘ iled
ties for them in education and housing. In a place we v1s¥ e Oua o
Thalaignayaru it was represented to us that thgre are ébout t001s$;ere
villages round the places and they should be given a h1ghds; o . .
As they are agricultural labourers, they remain unemp}oye . ortlsem
months and they would like subsidiary occupations dev1sedl :rthlreois
All the Agamudayan representatives whom we saw.asserted tha N e o
no connection between- them and the people calling themselvesnlgam; azt
Jdayar, Agamudayar Mudaliar in South Arcot, North Arcot and Chinglep

distriets,

The Commission received two representations from the people‘catllgf
themselves Thuluva Naickers. They admitﬁeg their mother £?3$§§ is 8?: o
They use the title Pillai, Chettiar and l‘*a.lcl{e;", but not Mu %hlér;a
representation also hinted that they are somgtlmes kpow? as) ulu 2
Vellalas too., But they adaitted that edupgtlonally tbey 3;;-a poo
comnunity and they-have not produced any higher gazetted tl}ciri; o
engineers, doctors, etc. Apparently this community has noAzlni b ete
with the Thuluva Vellalas of Madras,\Chingleput, or NorthThrig errie .
Item No.137 in the'list‘ofIDack;ari?b}a§:fs.bgztazfeﬁzzz Batk;Zid glasses’

‘ ilakara Naicker. tem No. in the ii . L
2:2e§§:21E has the térms Thottia Naitker and Thuluva"Nalqlzir° itr;: not
clear sbether the Thuluva Naickers.we met are covere@ ?y ta::z e o
Their present deposition seems to imply a higher social s o

‘ imni 3 entations from people describing t@em-

ve hu&'iltzz?fbgi;Z;a:?prgzth of them admitted that their original '
selveg o ar :he 0ld Pudukkottah State and they owe allegigpce to a family
houe 18 1e2" Veerammal. They are always known as Virakodi Vellalas,
diety by 277 branch of the Vellalas. They are cultivators, petty
and they 876 zd-shcp;keepeTs;“'Many of the poorer folk among them to
accountants i lapbour work including making-of baskets, mats,
ordina?i ;oowzre not at any time known as FPanisaivans nor
etc. The
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Lhh
do they perform any customary services a=vociated with the Panisaivan
community. They also admitted vhat very fow of their peopl . are
educated and. the: have not meved cut oi thie Puaukkottah and ih. ‘avar

regions at all,

At Orathanad we met representatives of three communities caliing
themselves as Poosari, Nambi Veduran and Kantharvakottai hkuravan.
Thiru Vadivelu, representative of the Poosari community, claimed that
they are neither Valluvan or Kuiuvan, that their main occupation is
dealing in wmedicinal herbs, but apparently it is a very very small
cagte not mentioned in our lists. It looks as if inspite of their
denial they are a branch of Kuravans. The representatives of the
Nambi Veduvan admitted that the Poosari belongs to their sect and they
are all Kuruvans appearing in the list of Scheduled Castes. The
Kantharvakottai Kuruvans is of course a denotified tribe, No.33 in the
list. The population of these groups is very very small and all of
them complained that they have not received any of the privileges and
benefits the Scheduled Castes and Dcnotified Tribes are entitled to.
We also met representatives of the small caste, Uasari, item 18 of the
Backward Classes list and item 10 of the Most Backward Classes list.
Their main traditional occupation is bLlowing of conch in villages in
return for which they get paddy from the householders. The representa-
tives of the Odda or Donga community claimed that they have no graduates
among them and even the few S.3.L.Cs. arec unemployed and they emphasised
that they should be recognised as Oddar and the term appearing in the
Backward Classes list is only Oddan. Similar difticulties arising from
spelling of word have been noticed else-where.

Another interesting community we came across is Kattunaickers.,
They are really doing scavanging work but do not like to be described
as Thotties, which appears as Item No,45 in the list of Scheduled
Castes. It does not appear that the term Thottia Naicker No.47 in the
list of Most Backward Classes -~ Annexure-B refers to them. There is
an entry in the list of Denotified Tribes for Thottia Naicks. Thore is
no specific entry for Kattu Naickers, If the Kattu Naickers of Naga-
pattinam whose mother tongue is also Telugu want to claim that they
are a Scheduled Tribe item No.4 in Annexure-B, the Commission advised
them that they should make a proper representation to the Government,

The only new caste we came across is Achakkarai Vellalas, whose
representatives met us at Thiruvarur. They represented they are about
5000 in number and are settled around Nagapattinam and Thiruthuraipoondi.
They claimed they are socially very low and still they are treated as
untouchables and live in Cheries. Their request is that they should bve
regarded as Scheduled Castes, They defimitely are a very backward classe:

deserving inclusion in the list of Most Backward Classes.
L J

The Commission met the representatives of various other vacivard
communities, including Sengunthar Mudaliars, Pattusaliars, Devanga,
Sanan, Muslims and Christians. The only community not included in the
list of Backward Classes, which met us arguing their case for inclusion
in the list is Sozhia Vellala. Even this community did not furnish
enough facts and figures as required in the questionnaire to substantiate
their case. A brief mention needs to be made about some of the points
raised by some of the communities.

We had a pepresentation from Kavara community at Nagapattinam,
They mentioned that their mother tongue is Telugu and their main occupa-
tion is rearing cattle and some are engaged in farming as well.  They
claimed they came from Vijayanagaram about the middle of the last century
and their people are distributed in small communities down to Ramanathapu:

* known onlyhhs Agamudayans though sometimés they are
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and Tirunelveli districts. They claimed they are not Vadugans, and they

are distinct from Balija. At Mayavaram however we met representatives

of a community describing “hc¢nselves as 'Kayathukkara Chetty'. (&wgﬁ;&&ﬂfj
gL L) * ). They also claimed they are Kavara. They speak Telugu

at home. The term 'Kayathukkara Chetty’' does not appear in the Backward
Classes list and their comwplaint is that the school and revenue authorities
will not accept them as Kavara,

We met representatives of the Sanan community at Nagapattinam, and
Tiruvarur. The Nagapattinam representatives claimed that they are Sanan
and they do not ordinarily describe themselves as Nadars. They also claimed
that 75% of their people are tree climbers and those who are not engaged
in this traditional occupation, are engaged as coolies. They do not like
to be compared with the prosperous Nadars of southern districts and they
have no connections with the Nadar Mahajana Sangam at Madurai. According
to them there are only three doctors, 2 engineers and a handful of graduates
in the whole community in the district. The deputation which met us at
Thi ruvarur pleaded that the toddy tappers should be allowed to tap coconut
trees for conversion of juice into jaggery. They claimed that their
community has suffered very heavily by the enforccwent of prohibition.

The deputation from Senguntha Mudaliars, which met us in this dist-
rict, did not have anything special to say which was not stated by their
kinsmen elsewhere. They have however pointed out that whereas according
to the Ganapathia Pillai Commission's report an agricultural labourer gets
Rs.3 per day a skilled weaver hardly gets Rs.2 per day. The normal wages
of a husband and wife engaged in weaving amounts only to Rs.75 per month,
and they pleaded that Government should fix minimum wages for a husband and
wife at least at Rs.150 per month. If the community is to prosper they
urged that dhoties with border below 60 counts and sarees below 80 counts
and towels of 40 counts should be reserved for the handloom sector for
at least a period of 10 years. Regarding the use of co--operatives they
seem to prefer the industrial co--operative type. The Chairman mentioned
to the representatives of this community his observation about the poor
health conditions of the women and children of the weaving community and
the leaders promised to undertake a sample survey in a few places to
ascertain the extent and nature of occupational diseases to which their
people are exposed.

Both at Nagapattinam and Thanjavur solid representations were made
by the Muslims League and other Organisations of the Muslim community as
a whole and further yrging that among the Muslims no distinction should
or could be made as 'Labbais and non-labbais'. However, one Muslim repre-
sentative at Mayavaram and another at Thiruvarur mentioned the existence
of social distinction between Labbais, Rowthars and Maracayars.

It is interesting to record that the few Muslim representatives, who
met us in this district, -- which by the way has a large population of
well-to-do Muslims -—- mentioned the existence of the social distinction
between Labbais, Rowthars and Maraicayars. According to the Municipal
Chairman of Thiruvarur, a Muslim himself, Maracayars are the coastal
Muslims; Rowthars are the well-to-do merchants; and the Labbais constitute
the poor Muslims, who generally attend to Muslims ceremonial rituals.

But all of them freely admitted that in practice all Tamil speaking Muslims
describe themselves as Labbais for the benefit of Government concessions,

As usual a number of representations were received from the Christian
community and one was handed over to us on behalf of the Bishop of Thanjawr
by Thiru Parisutha Nadar, M.L.A,

Education:

L

Though it is commonly assured th~" Thanjavar is an educationally
advanced district, the Commission got the impression that this reputa-
tion is ill—founded. The Chief Educational Officer admitted that
educationally this is a poor district and from the point of view of
girls education, much remains to be done. Pattukkottai, Aranthangi
and Orathanadu areas are as backward s Ramnad district and in view of
poor communication facilities, adequate number of schools have not
been opened, and even if there are schools, without hostelg, they will
not attract enough boys and girls. Detailed suggestions for opening
schools, hostels are mentioned elsewhere. The District Women's Welfare
Officer, who met us at Nagapattinam described to us the activities of
this department and particudarly about the 105 nursery schools run by
them for children from 2 to 5 years. She laid very great stress on
giving proper training in good habit to children at an young age. She
also laid stress on the necessity for imparting instructions to educated
young women remaining at home so that they can practice some useful
trade or craft.

Economy:

‘' Plantation of teak wood in the plains was started on an experi-
mental basis in 1956 and according to the District Forest Officer,
the teak i§ as good as Neelambur teak, Besides, the other cash crop
is cashew here., In view of the large number of coconut and palmyrah
Palms in the area some attention should be paid to develop cottage
industries based on the products of these trees. According to the
Officers of the co-operative department only 3% of the rural population
are benefit'ed directly by the co-operative movement and there is
plenty of scope for extending €o-operative activities, There is a
distinct preference among the artisan communities for industrial co-
operatives, '

The surprising feature about this district is the absence of good
communications in the backward areas and especially in the coastal belt.
According to the Divisional BEngineer (Highways), for about 8 months
most of the villages in rural areas cannot be connected and bus routes
do not serve even 50% of the villages. According to this witness,
roads are very important for the improvement of the socio economic
conditions and even for the prosperity of agriculture. In the absence
of link roads, even manures are carried by head loads. By developing
link roads cost of cultivation can be substantially reduced and inci- .
dentally the general prosperity of the district will also improve. L

‘ t

Even though there is a general complacency about the prosperity
of rice cultivation, it should be remembered that not all the canal area
are under double crop and nobody has thought of three crops. By
improving the canal system and by tapping sub-soil water in other areas,
it should be possible to make double crops normally and to raise three
crops on an extensive basis. We were told that a scheme is being
evolved involving an outlay of Rs.12 crores. The Office of the Public
Works Department Who gave us information on this project, however
observed with great regret that the local cultivating castes are not
prepgred to work as labourers, Even contractors have to bring in labour,
from outside districts, ¢

’

It was brought to the notice of the Commission that not withstandin
legislation protecting tenants' rights many landlords still behave like
feudal barons. Proper receipts are not given for share of the crop
received and record of leases is extremely unéatisfactégyl,ﬁforced
labour in some places is frequent as tenants in insecﬁ?é,p&éSeSSion are
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hardly in a position to assert their right. Tenants cultivating inam
jands are the wors. anit, Several abuses by thage administering temples
jands were also wmeationed %7 us. As the affected people are cultivating
tenants helonging to the Backward Classes, the matter requires careful
investi~ation by Government., The insecurity felt by tenant farmers about *
their welling houses and the right over the produce of their cultivation
has Lo ne rcemoved, especially as this listrict is open to agrarian agita-
tion 1+~m different direcsions,

As this district perhaps has the largest extent of temple and Mutt
lands, how their lands are cultivated and how those in aathority treat
the caultivators is a subject that requires special investigation.

THANJAVUR DISTRICT

Demographic Data

District population (projected for 1971) .. 3,855,720

Percentage to State population ‘o 9.6%
Density of population 1961 district oo 868 per squire
mile.
Density of population 1961 State oo 672 per squire
mile for the
State
Percentage of Urban population (1961) district o 20, 38%
Percentage of Urban population (1061) State ..  26.69% for the
State.
Religious Composition and Decennial Variation
1921 1931 1941 1951 1961
Per- Per- Per- Per- Per-

centage. centage., centage., centage. centage.

Hindu o 90.51 90,03  89.70  00.29  89.60
Christiand . 3.85 3.84 3,62 3.30 3,74
Muslins .. 5.62  6.11 6.65 6.65 6.26
0thers . 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.06 0.40

100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

\ajor Daciward Cle sses ams o vir size (1971)
cove Population for iv 1
1. Ag-udalyan 2,16,271.
2., Ambalakkaran 1,08,579
3. Gramani, Shanan, Nadar 68,978
4, Tevivellaiea, or Melakkarar 20,264
5, Kaikolau, Scagunthar 39,917
6. Kallar 38,661
7. Kammalan 1,12,397
8. Labbai 16,474
9. Mabratta Neadbrabmin 9,870
10, Maruthuvan 44,751
11, Parkavakulam 71,353
12. Sourashtra : 30,391
13, Vanuvan 29,865
14, Vanniyasula Kshatriya 4,58,967
15. Valaiyan 1,62,667
Scheduled Caste 8,92,668
Literacy Percentage 1961
All Males Females
District average 33.53 48 .67 18.65
State average 31.41 44.54 18.17

CHINGLEPUT DISTRICT

Situated, as this district is, close to Madras the Commission heared
the bulk of the oral evidence from the Backward Clagses of this gistrict
in Madras itself. We paid a visit to Kancheepuram on the 22nd and 23rd
May 1970 and took oral evidence and also visited a number of villages on
its outskirts, viz. Ayyampettai, Little Kancheepuraum, Reddipatti and some
areas in the suburbs of Kancheepuram.

An important feature in the social structure is the preponderance

of Scheduled Castes which account for 28 per cent of the district populatios
of about 22 lakhs (1961 Census). 1In no other district there is such a heavy
concentration of Scheduled Castes. As agriculture is not as important in
this district as it is in other gistricts, it is possible that the .actual
labour involved in cultivation which is shared by some other cultivating
castes is largely done by the Scheduled Castes here, It is also possible
that wmany of them are employed in the service occupations and in the
industries that have grown up on the outskirts of the city of Madras.

Among the Backward Castes, as in the neighbouring districts of South Arcot
and North Arcot, the Vanniakaula Kshatria is numerically the biggest.
According to the figures projected for 1961 they account for 485,853, i.e,
substantially lower than the strength of the Scheduled Castes. We had the
usual massive representation from the Barbers and the Washermen communities
about which no special mention need be made here. The other communities
from whom replies to guestionnaire received were the Muthurajas, Nadars,
0Oddar, Sathatha Srivaishnava, Senaithalaivar, Sourasfra, Udayar, Thuluva
Vellala, Vanniar, Vanniakula Kshatrija, Yadhava, Lab:ai and Fishermen
communities.

43
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Among the communities which are not included in the list of
Backward Classes but who represented to us are the Veerasaiva Lingayats,
Karuneegars, and Chozhia Vellalas.

No separate commentary is needed on the conditions of the ma jority
of the Backward Classes in this district since their plight is perhaps
gsomewhat better here than elsewhere. Though there are no canal irriga-
ted areas, irrigation from big tanks is a feature of this district.
Regarding the new communities, the Karuneegar's claim for consideration
to_be included in the list of Backward Classes appears to be untenable.
They are scattered in groups of two or three families in many villages '
and small towns. Their literagy standard is high and they have been working a
Village Karnams, Clerks in trading establishments and as teachers, It
may be true that inspite of their higher literacy in Tamil and reasonable
proficiency at the S.S.L.C. standard, their economic condition and their
position in Government service is not above level of the other Backward
Classes. Socially their position is not at all considered low. Another
community, which we noticed is Vettuva Gounder. A few written repre—
sentations were received, but none came forward to tender oral evidence.
We met a small deputation of Seniars (speaking Telugu) primarily engaged
in weaving who claimed to be the same as Kannada Saineegars in the list of
Backward Classes, It is difficult to reconcile whether these Seniars
(weavers) are the same of the Kannada Saineegars.

We received a written representation from the Poonamallee Uyar
Thuluva Vellalas and their leaders met us at Madras as well, They claim
to be a small community living in a limited number of villages in
Chingleput district. Though their literacy at lower level is good they
said that they have only a very few gazetted officers and no one of
significance in the higher ranks of services or in public life other
than Mr. N. Myrugesa Mudaliar. In Kancheepuram oral evidence was tendered
to us by Thiru Krishnaswami Mudaliar on behalf of the Mudaliars. He
claimed that they describe themselves as Mudaliar Vellalas in their
documents and as Agamudaya Mudaliar or Thuluva Vellala in Scholarship
applications and entries in Schools and Colleges. He said that he
belonged to the branch known as Arcot Mudaliars. . According to the informa-
tion supplied to us by the gentleman, there are about 100 graduates from
his branch of the Mudaliar Community in Kancheepuram and about 25 per cent
of the population are middle and large land owners and nobody is doing
menial or manual work,

A word should be mentioned about Sathatha Srivaishnava, whose
Sangam at Chingleput and whose representatives of that area mad? representa -
tions. According to them their population for the whole State is about
15,000 to 20,000 and they claimed to have about 100 graduates of whom-
15 are gazetted officers. This is a happy state of affairs for a
community claiming to be the Most Backward.

As the district is very close to the City of Madras, it shares in
the property arising out of the urban development. According to.the
evidence of the educational officers, there are 108 Government ngh'Schools
in Chingleput district besides the schools in the Madras City to which
people from outskirts could come and there is an acute awareness
amongst some of the Backward Communities of the need for education.
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Demographic Data

District population (projected for 1971) .. 26,10,257
Percontage of State population .o 6.5
Density of population (1961) ~ District ) .. 696 per squire
mile.
Density of population (1961) — State .. 672 per 'squire
‘mile.

Percentage of urban population (1961) - District .. 20.75 per cent

Percentage of urban population (1961) - State .. 26.69 per cent
for the
State.

Religious Composition (1961)

Hindus . oo 95.03
Chrigtiang .. .. 2.64

Muslims . - 2.21

. Othersg ‘e FN 0.12
100.00

Major Backward Clagses and their size for 1971,

1. Kaikolan .. .o 67,885
2. Kammalan o - 55,056
3. Muttiriyan .o . 77,425
4. Nadars - .o 45, 160
5. Vannan - .o 30,673
6. Vamniyakula Kshatria . .. 5,777,397
7. Yadhava .e .. 1,34,961
Scheduled Castes .o .. 1,32,918
Literacy Percentage (1971)
_ All Males Femaleg
District average 27.89 40,21 15.086

State average 31.41 44.54 18.17

it

COIMBATORE DISTRICT.

The Commigsion toured Coimbatore district in two spells. The Chairman,
accompained by Thiru S. Chinnappan, visited Coimbatore.on the 6th April,
taking oral evidences from a number of Government Officers and representa-
tives of several .communities. Again on the 8th April, the Commission
visited Mettupalayam, Karamadai and a number of villages in the neighbour-

hood. Oral evidence was also recorded at Karamadai. s

The second tour of the district was undertaken from the 3rd to 6th June
During this tour, the Commission took oral evidences at Erode and Coimbatore
A number of villages were also visited to study the conditions of the life
of the Oddar and Thorayar and other backward communities, Besides, our
Research Assistant was also sent to make detailed study of several villages,
inhabited by backward communities. :
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. Vifgzzggogzro?pizi ig:z gﬁhzregi zfound Mettupalayam and Karamadai,
; : 1ospltable and arid areas in the S
¥§§;e%hgvsgrggzlzzi:ivat}oz 1s a battle between man and natuﬁe ta;ﬁéugh
point of view Coimbatore is a v i {
. : ery impo i i
Zsz Zzieffzersih;mpzfss1on that for dry cultivation of zommirzf:?tchStrICt,
and cer M;st Ofrthlan pa@dy, this area is good, is not altogether ope
pebblesoand e e cultlvgted land is hilly, covered by stones and
pel undependablewatzr tablg 1s very low, and the rainfall is scant
. vanashi, where this area is situated deservesyto b
y e

regarded as a ver .
) y backward r i :
developing dry cultivation, o o "€ for special attention of

The soci . .
distriets in :ioS:::c:u:e Ofpﬁhls district differs from that of the other
compunities here. p p f S, irstly, the most important agricultural
list of Backward’Clzme y, the Vellala Gounders and Kammas are not in the
small and big land owners Both communities have a large percentage of
these two groups ogwyers and they are excellant farmers, Amongst
tenants must bé iow VIﬁzsiZ EEZrZu?ber ° ngnmland—owning cultivating
farmers ° ) 8 no need for a big cl
larger nﬁ;biirifwggﬁersg The second difference is, tﬁat iﬁ:rzfiiazdless
in any other. The t;%:dapd Kannada speaking castes in this district than
alone is in the list of Blmportant cultivating caste, namely, Vokkali
speaking caste, befngomi“isgzzrnglaifes; This also is a Ka;nada ga

ivating

caste of Kallars., M
s Marav o ple s v s .
southern districbs. ars or the Parkavakulam in Thanjavur and in the

We he s £
at Karamad:f? r;grzfenta?19ns from Vokkaligas at Coimbatore, as well as
houses of Vokkali asso VQSIted Jadayarpalayam, where there are about 100
who own more thang2 ;0323 asfirizinef ;hat there are only about 4 or 5
interio . ° s also represented ' '
irterior ilages e nod voll Sanndelos i the igeon comns, o or o
In the Oralkevidenje ipd it difficult to reach schools and colieges
has the largest éonc given at Karamadai it was ascertained that Avaéashi
from this communit eﬁtratlon of Vokkaligas, and that there are two M.L.A
They have not r;dchdOSe population may now be in the order of 78 006 o
presented thatpeven ; Saiy targe number of educated people., It wa; re;
-3.L.C. passed boys are working as farm-labourers.

The oth i
Vanniakel o K:;a:ifee ma%or Backward Communities are Oddars, Valayans and
2150 and these arey§° hg Oddars or Boyas are found in other districts
Valayans pous g 10 noticeable variations in their occupation The
ootoneibls meanssg;l;% pr?blem in that wany of them are withoutoan
to manual 1apos Th1ve11hood° They neither take to cultivation, nor
o ey have no steady occupation., The Vanniakul; Kshatriyas

ear i

We met a

Andipandaram §:g£§r ostmaller communities like Agthanthra Golla

the usual Laébais 3;,. apendra Methara and Melakkara Mudaliar b;side

As than thra Golla ;nd §1st1ans, Barbers, Washermen, Vaniars eté Wh'ls

‘Kurubas' claim to be gfzzfsc:r;rsgezﬁer?§ by traditional ;ccup;tionj e

Asth e adava or Id '

);szgsﬁisth;lzsdrgpr?sented that they are Yadavas, Zfiilaﬁliis%he Goll

jommunity 18 the Th §S{red to be treated as 'Yadavas'. Ano ther int 5 t?s

thorayars settled norayar or Vettalakara Naicker. A large numb Jroste

. ed in the suburbs of Coimbatore city are amber of

:111 hands and partly in other minor occupations lgke taf?gaged partly as

hey ,re Kannada speaking people and claim to have come fr2:12§ee£91'- i
ilgiris,
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he Badagas. They
The
Two

ing known

They claim kinship with the Thorayar, sub-sect of t
are also known as Vettalakara Naickers in the rural areas.
Vettalakara Naickers are different from Thottakara Naickers.
distinct class of fishermen are found here - -one local caste be
as 'Siviar'. People of the Siviar caste go out for months together
tishing in Mysore and other areas. -~

lves as Muthuraja Vannia-

Muthurajas of Coimbatore describe themse
call them Valayar

kulam., They complain that the ordinary people
but, they themselves have fought a civil suit, disclaiming description

as Valayar when the Criminal Tribes Act was applied in this area, They
adopted a peculiar attitude in that they should get privileges of the
Most Backward Classes to which category the Valayars belong, while they
should be described as Muthurajas.

We received requests from Lingayats and Vellala communities which

are not in the list of Backward Classes. Bhatrajus who met us claimed
that they are not different from Kshatriya Rajus. Bhatrajus claim to be
sort of priestly attendants, to be found wherever there are Naidus and
Reddis. Their hereditary occupation being singing of music and performing
some rituals in social ceremonies of the Kammas.

The educational Officers who we met testified that wany of the
Backward Communities boys and girls are evincing congiderable interest in
education, and Vokkaliga and Sengunthar boys and girls do as well of
the boys and girls of the forward communities. Many educational Officers
complained about the inadequate equipments and buildings in the newer
high schools and secondary schools. In view of the flow of number of
rivers and streams in this district, it has a large concentration of Dhoby
comnunity in Erode and Mettupalayam areas; and, officers of the Co-opera-
tive department urged for greater facilities to be extended to them
through Co-operatives. Coimbatore has a large forest area and there
should be possibilities for utilising forest resources in the interest

of Backward Classes living in the neighbourhood.

Note regarding the inspection of the Commission in Oddarpalayam village
to study the actual living conditions of the Oddars.

All of them, except 3 Vettalakar
are Oddars. There are no Barbei

There are about 220 families in all.

Naicker families and two Vellala families,
or Washermen in that village and for these purposes, they are utilising the

services of the barbers and the Washermen in Periakodiveri village. There
are two Asari families too. They are mainly doing stone-cutting’and earth
work and sometimes they go to other wanual labour. They said that their
houses have been built by themselves, Mostly they are coolies, but one or
two among them are contractors. They do not go to distant places for work.
But they go to hill areas for stone—cutting. They will not stay for a
longer period at a stretch but will return to their homes once in 8 5r 10
Normally they do not take their wives and children along with them
to work—spots in distant arecas. They may get about Rs.4 to Rs.5 per day.
Their ladies are not working. On an average they may get work for 10 to
15 days a month. But their ladies are working as agricultural labourers,
in planting, harvesting, etc, There is no school in their village; but
some boys are studying in the nearby village, Periakodiveri. About 10
boys of this village are studying in the high school and they complained
they are not getting scholarships, and only the Harijans are getting
scholarships. They further complained that they are experiencing difficul
ties in getting admissions into the high school, The contractors are also
owning lands and are doing cultivation also. A contractor's son is
studying in Coimbatore by staying in the hostel of the college and his
daughter has studied upto 9th Standard. The Chairman remarked that they

44

- months.
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are not so bad as elsewhere. They said they are not breeding pigs.
Bu- some of them eat pig's meat and some do not. One boy, who had
studied upto S.8.L.C., told the-Chairman that he got the scholarship
and his fathexr .s a cooly worker,

N?te regarding the inspection of the Commission to Periakodiveri
Vlllage to know the actual living conditions of the Backward
lasses people.

The Commission went to the village to know the living conditions
of Siviars. But when the Chairman enquired them, they said they
are only 'Sembadavang’ and not Siviars and that Siviars are living
in Siviarkulam which is on the other bank of the river 'Cauvery'.
The street in which the Commission made enquiries is called as
'Paravatharajakulam Theru'. There the people are having their own
houses and about 20 houses are pucca buildings, A temple which is
in the street belongs to Brabmins. They are all doing fishing in
the dam in the nearby village., They are going to fishing some times
to Mysore and other places for about 10 or 15 days at a stretch.
There are 50 males in the entire street. About 10 persons have gone
to Mys&re and 10 persons have gone to Mettupalayam. They may stay for

abqut one month and they will bring some money for their future liveli

hood. ?hey may get a sum of Rs.2 to Rs.4 per day. They sell their

flSheSaln their villages and in the nearby villages and their ladies
also will gsell fishes in the streets and in the market places. They
are also living along with Gounders. Their grievances are that their
houses are dilapidated and in worse conditions. All the castes, like
Gounders, Kuruvan, Vettalaikaran Naickers, etc. are also living along

with them, Their houses are built on patta lands, In the house wmore
than 2 or 3 families are living.

COIMBATORE DISTRICT.

Demographic Data.

District population (projected for 1971) .. 42,27,765

Percentage to State population .o 10.6%

Density of population (1961) district .. 591 per squire
mile

Density of population (1961) State ~. 669 per squire
mile.

Percentage of urban population (1961) district .. 29,01%

Percentage of urbkan population (1961) State .. 26.69%

Religious composition and decennial variation (1921-61)
! 1 ! t 1
1821 1931 1941 1951 1961
percen-~ percen-~ percen- percen- perccn-
tage. tage. tage. tage. tage.

Hindus - 96.71, 95,83 94,93 95.23 94,59
Christians o 1.30 1.94 2.52 2.25 2.59
Muslims - 1,99 2,22 . 2,54 2,50 2,80
Others oo 0,00 0.01 0.01 0.02 0.02

100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

.
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Major Backward Classes & their size for 1971.

i Cagste Population for 1971
1. Agamudayan o oo o o 48,530
2, Andipandaram (Jangam) .. oo o 74,537
3. Gramani, Shanan, Nadar.. . - 1,34,011
4. Devanga o - o . 97,591
5, Kammalan , .. o . o 1,00,774
6. Kulala * e oo oo oo 47,091
7. Kauruba, Kurumba e o o 59, 350
8. Labbai oo - oo oo 34,222
9. Maruthuvar . . o - 56,022

10. Oddar . oo oo o o 1,33,816

11. Vakkaliga as . - oo 88,629

12. Vannan . . oo o 49,077

13. VanniAyakula Kshatriya.. oo - 1, 30,096

Scheduled Castes « o . e - 6,344,749
, Literacy Percentage 1961
All Males Females
Digtrict average . 30.20 43,28 16.66

State average oo 31.41 44.54 18.17

SALEM DISTRICT.

The Commission toured in Salem district from 18th to 20th June 1970.
Member, Mr, Jamal Hussain did not accompany the Commisgsion. In this
district, the response to the Commission was overwhelming, and we had
jassive repregentations from most of the backward communities and geveral
representations from communities not in the list, as well, A peculiar

- feature of this district is the presence of a larger number of non-Tamil

§peaking communities, most of whom are in the list of Backward Classes.
This being a pre—~eminently weaving region almost all the major weaving
Qastes, viz. 8engunthars, Devangas, Sourashtras and Salians are repre-
sented here, and besides a number of other castes including Parkavakulam,
Padayachis, Jangam Nadars and even inland fishermen have taken to weaving.

The most numerous among the backward communities however, is the
Vanniakula Kshatria, which is known here as the Padayachi Gounders,
the other Gounders being described as the Vellala Gounders. A4s only a
few years ago, the district was bifurcated into Salem and Dharmapuri,
the correct figures of population according to castes based on 1921
Census could not be accurately estimated. According to the information
supplied by the Collector, the Vanniakula Kshatria community is estimated
to have a population of 6.23 lakhs, which is little over than 1/5th of the
total population and nearly half the population of all the backward :

-communities put together. The next numerically big community is the

Kaikolars, whose population is estimated as just over a lakh, with the
Devangas another weaver caste closely following with a strength of little
over than 89,000. A branch of the Parkavakulam, mainly Malayaman are
also in strong numbers here and they, together with the Kongu Vellalas,
form the more dominant agricultural community, owning substantial land
holdings. The economy of this district is controlled largely by the
occupational pattern and industries of these major castes.

Besides taking evidence at Salem from wany individuals and associa-
tions, e visited a number of other centres namely Veerapandi, Vennandur
and Puduchatram. One heartening feature in this district is that several
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M.L.As. belonging to different parties appeared before us, some giving
.vidence in general terms about the economy of the district and about
the bLackward popul-tion in general, while others also gave evidence on
pehalf of particulur backward communities. A few leaders without
jdentifying themselves with the communities to which they belong gave

enc ~al evidence of an exceedingly useful nature. Several new castes
als appeared before us and some forward communities not in the list
also plcaded for inclusion in the list of Backward Classes.

. As usual massive representations were reccived from the Barber and
Washermen communities. The representatives of the Barber community at
Salem.e?phasized the difficulties they experienced on account of social
dlscylmlnation° Their main grievance as in other places is homelessness
and inadequate wages especially in the rural areas. It is interesting
to r?cord that according to them there are 1,300 Barber shops in Salem
and in very many cases they have to pay enormous advances to acquire
shop space. They pleaded for old age pension after the age of 40 as
they bGFOme crippled and disabled by that time. Another interesting
suggestion which emanated from them was that a higher grade institute
for halrfdres31ng should be set up where diplowmas and degrees can De
2:::2:d in the art of hair-dressing. This they said would elevate their

'Among the Devangas there are both Telugu and Kannada speaking
sections; both of them represented to us separately. Besides these two
majoxr representations, we received another representation from a group
of Devanga weavers whom claimed to be the poor genuine weavers, whereas
the other two representations were on behalf of the presperous capitalis
igct;ons of their community. There is an under-current of rivalry betwe

e lelugu and Kannada sections in Salem city as obviously the Kannada
speakers are more affluent and more advanced economically and educationa
than the 9ther0 It was mentioned that among the Kannada speakers, there
are 30.501entists and doctors in the United Kingdom and America, whereas
the?e 1s none from the Telugu section. Both sections admitted that the
various facilities offered by the Government for Backward Classes are
taken advantage of wostly by ~, wmembers of the Master Weaver Class and
o?hers.who are engaged in trading pursuits, and the actual weaver and
his chllgren are not benefitted. They asked for a Handloom finance
corporation, long term interest-free loans to weavers, setting up of a
gﬁctory for manufacturing, gold and silver thread and metallic yearn.

ey also complained that while a scavenger in the Municipality gets
Rs,120 per month, a weaver's family gets only half that much., The
Devanga spokesman who claimed to represent the poorér section asked for
geparate industrial co-operative societies for weavers, ‘and observed tha
in the existing co-operative societies though there are 800 members,
s?eady work is available for only about 300. They urged that craft educ
tion should be imparted to their children and not general education and
occupation should be found within a short period at least form 10,000
more families of weavers who are unemployed or under—employedo\

There is a fairly large population of Shanans, whose representative
met us at several places. All of them claimed they are known as Shanans
in this district and not as Nadars and there is no comparison between
their economic condition and that of their caste men in Tirunelveli-and
Ramanathapuram districts. They said they are either tree-climbers or
cooljes and considerable unemployment prevails amongst them as they have
made little headway in education and they pleaded for facilities on a
par with the Scheduled Castes to be extended to them.

The caste to which Salem is well-known is the Jangam. Their ®

representatives, whom we met at Salem, represented that the majority of
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their people are handloom weavers. They claimed that though they have
the title of Pandaram, they shouldunot'befpﬂwfuéed with Andipandaram.
They are Telugu speaking people, whése dielty- is Vecrabadran. Though

g . - S LA
their wmen folk wear lingam, they are not Lingayats, They are presumed
to have come from the Andhra region,@bntnries'ago, first to Namagiri-
pettai, and then to other places.” Apart from a handfal of well-to-do
families they are generally poor. - They clgimed they have only 2 Doctors,
one Lawyer apd a Tahsildar in their cownrunity. L -

For the first time we secured oral evidencé from spokesmen of
Parkavakulam here. But even these’representativés’did not submit
recplies to our guestionnaire, but had to Ye pérsuaded to tender oral
evidence., In the Backward Classes lisl, wnder the category of Parkava-
kulam appear three main divisions of maréyamaﬂ, Ngthaman, and Suruthiman.
The people in Salem belong to the -Iir'st twor gategories and call themselves
mostly'as Udayars, In the evidence tendered at Puduchatram it was
admitted that 50% of their people own lands from 1 to 4 acres, but a very
few own more than 50 acres and about 25% of the cultivators own pump sets
for irrigation as most of the cultivable lands here are dry lands. There
was a ‘reluctance to give proper evidence and they were therefore advised
to:subply:replies to the questionnaire in proper form. Our general
impression is, economically they are very much better off than very
many Backward Classes, and in this district they are considered to be
on a pdr with the Kongu Vellalar or Gounders a class of well to do
agriculturists. It is nevertheless true that they have not made wuch
progress in education or in government employment. Being primarily
agriculturists they have not taken to trade or industry either.

Many representations were reccived from the Vanniakula Kshatriya
community which is known here as a Padayachi Gounder community. Their
condition here is very much on a par with the condition of their castemen
in the contiguous district of North Arcot., They suffer from the grievance
that not withdstanding their being numerically the biggest community in
the district and in the State, educationally they have not made any notabl
progress.: As elsewhere they pleaded for proportional representations in '
the services and separate reservation, They emphasized that their poverty
must be c?adicated by massive effort and government should issue transport
pérmits;jlicences and contracts to the deserving amongst them, so that
their ec§homic condition might be easily improved. A new affluent class
it is arghed can be created in this manner, and this class wi}ll bring
prestige and prosperity to the caste people., They pleaded that the membex
of the community should be taken to the higher judiciary and to the highe:
civil services, They also asked for colleges to be opened at Mettur Ram,
Athoor, Edappadi and Mechery. As large numbers of them are engaged in
weaving, it would be desirable to allot power looms for them., As many
of them are engaged om contract labour, they also suggested organising
labour contract co-operative societies. One particular grievance which
is rempiscent of what the original inhabitents, of those villages which
exist€d where Neiveli now stands, are supposed to have suffered a few
years ago is that much of the land that might be acquired by the Governme
for the Salem Steel Plant belongs to the members of this caste, and they
pleaded: that proper compensation should be given to them and that they
should be|given attractive alternative lands and housing sites. Another
interesting observation they made was that Vellala Gounders, a forward
community, describe themselves as Vannia Gounders sometimes for obtaining
educational facilities as the initial for Vellala and Vanniagrs is common,

viz. 'V' and the mistake can go unnoticed.

4 is needless to describe at length the representations from
artisan communities like/ the Kammalans, Potters Vanniars or oil wmongers a
these followed ‘the general lines of their representations elsewhere.
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There was nothing new in the representations from the Urdu Muslim and
&atholic Christians, who were adviged about the necd to give replies

+o the questionnaire, But some observations have necessarily to be made
about the new communities and the forward communities whose representatives
appeared before us. Not withstanding the numerous communities who thus
tried to get themselves classified as Backward Classes, we did not receive
any representation from the people who describe themselves sometimes as
Agamudayans and sometimes as Thuluva Vellalas, who are reported to be in-
sufficient number in this district,

New Communities:

1. Vellan Chettiar: They are Tamil speakers settled in Salem,
Coimbatore and Madurai districts. They appear to have sought for inclu-
sion in the Backward Classes list when Thiru Kamaraj was the Chief
Minister, Very few of them own lands; they are mostly petty traders
in shandies and gencrally work as coolies., They were advised to reply
to the questionnaire,

2. Chogha Vellagla: (Otherwise known as Kodikkal Vellala). The
Chozha Vellalas are the same as Choghia Vellalas of Tiruchirappalli -
branch of them Vegetarian Saivite Vellala Caste, Their representatives,
who met us at Salem, also admitted this, and mentioned Thiru K.A.P. Viswa-
nathan and Thiru Nargyanaswamy Pillai, ex-Vice-Chancellor of the Annamalai.
University, belong to their community. They also admitted that wmany of
them describe themselves as Thuluva Vellala as well. Their claim is of

doubtful validity,

3. Nattu Vellalag; Their representatives saw us at Veerapandi and
Puduchatram. They are a branch of the Kongu Vellalas community (Vellala
Gounders). But they claimed that whereas the Kongu Vellalas are more
prosperous they are really poor. They claimed there are hardly more than
a couple of groduates and only a handful of $.8.L.Cs, It is very difficult
to draw the border line between the Nattu Vellalas and Kongu Vellalas.

In any case no reply to the questionnaire was submitted by them.

4, Andi: This is a community peculiar to the areas where the Vellala
Gounders live. By tradition they are servants, cooks and temples
attendants in Gounda areas. They are necither Pandarams nor Andipandaraums.
In view of their name being Andi, they tend to describe themselves as
Andipandaram, They are a backward 1lot. -

5. Nagaram Chettiars: The representatives of this community whose
number about 300 in Salem claimed to be the descendants from the Vanigars
of Poombugar, celebrated in Silapathikaram. Generally they work as clerks
and accountants with merchants. This is similar to the group whom we met
at Coimbatore.

6. Pannirandamchetty: The spokesmen of this community whom we
met at Puduchatram claimed they are a small community in Salem and
Madurai districts only. They spéak Tamil, but they are different from
the 24 Manai Telugu Chettiars, the Nagaram Chettiars and other branches

-of Chettiars, They are also petty traders.

7. Kongu Vellalag: Thiru P. Somasundaram, M.P. and few others who
met us at Puduchatram on behalf of the Vellala Gounders of Salem district
requested that they be also included in the Backward Classes list. They
were advised to make a representation to the Government as they gre not in

the list at present.

We received some representations from communities describing-
elves as Vacugans, Kavaras and Balijas and claiming that alla these
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terms represent the same caste, from Kannada Sainecgars who claimed
to be Seniars and from Vettuva Gounders and from Yerkula. The evidence

obtained from Kavara, Balija and Vaduga group required to be examined
in greater detail along with the evidence obtained from other districts
as there seems 1o be a certain amount of ambiguity in the use of these
names., :

We have received exceodingly useful evidence from wany of the
departmental officials on some aspects of the economy of this district.
The sago industry based on tapiaco has made considerable progress in
recent yéars and there are as many as 600 big and small factories
employing about 20,000 people. Part of the topiaco for these factories
is still imported from Kerala. The same is the case with the coir
industry which is said to employ about 8000 people. Besides Sago and
coir the district has a cement factory, paper mill and a sugar will.
There is a fair amount of paddy and sugarcane cultivation. As there a:
large tracts of dry lands with comparatively reasonable under-water
level, wells with pump gets are increasing in number with Government
subgidies,

Almost all communities have high hopes of prosperity with the
materialisation of the Salem Steel Plant. Almost every community has
represented that their members should be properly represented both in
the labour force, as well as in the educated ranks of the steel plant
and its auxiliaries. According to the District Khadi and Village
Industries Officer, there are 22 co-operative industries and there is
considerable scope for extending cottage industries,

There is a feeling that this district is comparatively ill-favour:
in education. Till a few years ago there was only one College. Many
of the newer colleges do not appear to be satisfactorily equipped or
staffed. There is need for more High Schools for boys and girls. As
this district might develop industrially very soon, perhaps an Enginee:
College and a Medical Colliege could conveniently be located here.

) SALEM DISTRICT

Demographic Data

District population (projected for 1971) .. 45,20,872

Percentage to State population ' .. 11.3%

Density of population 1961-district .. 039 per squire.

Dénsity of population 1961-State .. 672 fﬁilgﬂe Stat

Pergentage of Urban population (1961) district .. 16,23%

Percentage of Urban population (1961) State oo 26,69% for the
State.

Religious Composition (1961)

Percentage

Hindus ‘ oo o 96 .23
Muslims . o 2,70

" Chrigtians . .e 0.96
othel‘s ') LY 0911
100.00
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Major Backward Classes and their size for 1971.

Caste Population for 1971.
Andipandaram (Jaugam) . oo ' 38,555
Devanga oo - 76, 344
Grar ini, Shanan, Nadar . . 91,892
Kaiuvlan, Sengunthar . - 92,892
Kammalan oo oo 73,339
Karuba, Kurumba . - 69,307
Kulala ] oo o 29,792
Ma - uthuvar o oo 38, 570
“ddan o . 90,757
irkavakulam oo .o 68, 998
:aniyar oo oo 65,009
‘aanan .o o 43,610
Yanniakula Kshat - iya .- . o 9,006,483
7ettuva Gounder oo oo 23, 247
‘adhava oo oo 26,834
Scheduled Caste ’ .o . 6,58,600

Literacy Percentage 1961

All Male Female
Salem district average oo 19.89 29.56 10.00
State average oo 31.41 44 .54 18.17

DHARMAP URI DISTRICT.

After finishing Salem, the Commission (without Mr. Hussain) proceedal
tg the Dharmapuri district and took oral evidence at the following
places:

1. Palayampudur (for Dharmapuri ),

2. Athiamankottai,

3. Krishnagiri ileservoir Project (for Krishnagiri),
4. B. Thurinjipatti and

5. Karur,.

The social pattern is more or similar to that of Salem with the
Vanniakula Kshatria, as the numerically biggest, and with equally

large numbers of Canarese and Telugu speaking communities as well, In
add?tion we met representatives of some of the tribal people, Lambadies,
Ngrlkuravars and Malayalees., The representations from the major communi-
ties were massive and the general impression that we gained was that

just as the district is supposed to be more underdeveloped than Salem,
the various backward communities and even some of the non-Backward
Communities are even more Backward than their fellowmen in Salem district,
As in Salem we met here also several M.L,As belonging to different
parties; and some of them gave exceedingly useful evidence on the socio-
economic conditions of the district.

Though the population of this district cannot be projected
accurately from the Census figures, it is roughly estimated to be
around 16 lakhs, of which Vanniakula Kshatrias constitute about 3,30
lakhs. Among the weaver communities there is a large population of

1&l

Sengunthars accounting for necurly 1.25 lakhs. The other weaving
communities are not so populous thouigh Devangas run into about 40,000,
There is a wide sprinkling of the community known here as Agamudayans,
According to 1921 Census in the then district of Salem, this community
accounted for only 13,190 and even ascueiny o large wajority of them
are in Dharmapari at theirpre-cut posulation cannot be wore than 15,000,
There are a large numser of small Telua anuw Cenarese speaking people
as it is inevitable in a border arca like this.

As this is the first district where we had more than one repre-
sentaticn from a community describing itself as Agawudayan, (other
than the Agamudayan of the Mukkulathar group). W#e examined their
witness at some length., The deputation which met us at Thurincipadi
with Thiru Natarajan (Thurinchipatti village, Arur taluk, Dharmapuri)
as a leader admitted that they are known here gencrally as Mudaliars,
but they also take the titles of Gounder, Chettiar and Pillai. Ue
also admitted that they yge the term Agamudayan in their records.
Though they are sometimes referred to as Thuluva Vellala, they do not
describe themselves as sach in records. They have no contacts with the
Mudaliars of Madras and North Arcot. They are mostly farm workers
The delegation under the leadership of Thiru Sadasivam (Harur taluk,
Dharmapuri) which ynet us at Harur admitted that they are not Vellalas
and that they arek@escribed as Thuluva Vellalas and that they have no
knowlcdge of or contact with the Ponneri Mudaliars, Kancheepuram
Mudaliars, Arcot Mudaliars etc., Regarding their economic condition,
this deputation admitted that about 30 per cent of their people own
about 1 to 5 acres of land and others are farm workers,

Conflicfting evidences as elsewhere were tendered on behalf of the
people describing themselves as Balijas and Kavaras. The deputation
of Balija Naidus under the leadership of Thiru Kuppuraju, which met us
at Athiamankottai gave us a long description of the various tribal
division, all of whom describe themselves as Naidus. According to
this delegation, Balija is the original clan from which all the other
tribes trace their origins and Chetty Balija means only the leader
among the Balijas. He even claimed that the 24 Manai Telugu Chettiars
and Sadhu Chettiars ave all Balijas. In fact all Telugu speaking people
with the title Naidu, and the people who describe themsclves as Vadugans
are all one. The deputation which met us at ilarur with Thiru Seetharaman
as leader on behalf of the Kavara caste admitted that they are distinct
from Balijas and that the people who sell glass bangles are also Kavaras.
The proper definitions of the terws kuvava and Balija have therefore
to be carefully worked out,

An interesting side-light on the Vecrakodi Vellala community was
shed by a spokesman at Palayampudur on 21-6-1970. Thiru Govindan, who
himself is the Panchayat President, admitted that they enjoy a fair
social status here and majority of the people are farm workers. He was
also aware of the Panisaivan origin attributed to this community. lle
was not aware of the representation made to us by the Veerakodi Vellala
Association at Madras to change the name to Panisaivan. But he promised
to consult the elders of the community and write to the Commission.

Several representations were reccived from the numerically large
community of Vanniakula Kshatria who are known in thig district also as

' Padayachi Gounders. Their economic condition from all accoants is very

very poor and they take to any occupation that is available. A large
number of them are engaged in occupations traditionally associated with
the Boyas and Oddas. Many have taken to weaving also., They represented
that a girls college should be started in the district as there is no
separate girls college and that a college is necegsary at Harur also,

- * known only as Agamudayans though sometimes they are
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The representations received from the other Backward Communities
ere more °F less on the lines presented to as in Salem district, But
:e jearnt that the community kuown as Jangam and Veerasaiva lbLingayats
gometimes overlap as both have some common characteristics and sometime
ase the title Ayya after thelr name. Some people describing themgelves
as Jangamars who are mat weavers (Th Z&F2 6’}1‘\) LT ) obviously
belong to the Jangam, whom we met in Salem.,

Besides the new communities that we noticed in Salem, we cCame
across another community by name Kunchidiga, whose representatives wet
as at Athiamankottai. They speak Canarese and claim to have a popula-
tion of about 15,000 in Dharmapari district. they are farm labourers
and rear cattle #s well, but they are not equated with Kurubas. Their
economic and social status appears to be low.

fhiru Kothandaramayya, M.L.A,, Uthanapalli gave us exceedingly
useful information about the various minor castes and tribes. He made
a statement that the Boyas in many places perform the scavenging duties
and they are not diflerent from the comuunity described as Valmigies,

Hegarding the economy of the new district, the various district
officers, whom we met, gave useful information about the prosperity
that can be generated by developing forestry and forest produce, tobacco
cultivation and malbery cultivation. The econouy of the district would
improve substantially if erash plans are formulated for developing
these three sources which are bdh labour~intensive as well as economically
beneficial., As the district has a large forest area, many representations
were received by us about the restrictions placed by the Forest Department
which would require re-examination. The district has a diversified
agrigultural pattern with a large area under double crop paddy, and
larger areas under groundnuts, oil seeds and ragi. 7The district is

eminently suitable for growing vegetables like cabbage, carrots, and potatoes

apd in faet the potato cultivation in this area, which is supposed to be
in the hands largely of Muslims, can be fast expanded., We were also told

that Mexican wheat and American rice can also be grown. A gpecial economic

survey of this district woald be very useful.

PART -~ IIIX

EDUCATION SURVEY

REPORT

(i) School Education
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SURVEY REPORT ON THE PROBLEMS AND PROGRESS OF BACKWARD CLASS
CHILDREN IN SCHOOL EDUCATION.

A survey was conducted on the problems and progress of children
belonging to Backward Classes in school education. Following the
stratified sample method, questionnaires were sent to 100 Head-
masters/Headmistresses, cowering all the districts in the State.

The response was good and 92 replies received so far, were recorded
and tabulated. The findings of the survey are given below:

fnrolment: So far as enrolment of children belonging to Backward
Classes at primary and Secondary levels is concerned the position
is fairly good. On an average 1t can be said that the strength o f
Backward Children in schools is not less than45% of the total,
Generally in rural areas and in schools run by local bodies and
Government the percentage is high., It appears that the ratio of
pupils between Forward and Backward Classes has not undergone very
much' change during the last five years, M.st of the respondents
feel that considering the size of Backward Class population in
their respective areas the present ratio is satisfactory, Only

25 of them have stated that the ratio is poor., The following are

the important reasons for poor representation of Backward Class
children, according to them:

1. Adequate number of schools are not located in the area to
cater to the demand from Backward Classes., North Arcot
and Dharmapuri districts are bad in this respect.

2. Inertia on the part of parents is another important
reason. Parents do not seem to realise the importance
and value of educating their children, Consequently
such children are not enrolled in schools.

3. Equally important is the economic reason, Grinding
poverty compels the parents to keep their children at home
Whatever little contribution such children can make by
aiding their parents in work is considered better than
sending them to schools,

°

Though enrolment of Backward Class children as a whole is
satisfactory, it cannot, however, be said of each individual
community. Communities like Vannan, Kulala, Fishermen, Navithan,
Odda and Kurumbas have not evinced enthusiasm in children's educa-

tion and fewer children from these communities are enrolled in
schools,

Wastages: On the whole the percentage of wastage in school educa-
tion is high., The incidence of wastage goes on increasing in
higher classes, At the primary level it is not noticeable. But
the state average of wastage between VI and VIII Stds. is about
27%. It is still higher, i.e. 29% between IX and XI Stds, The
incidence of wastage varies from district to district. This can
be seen from the following table, Dharmapuri, South Arcot and

the Nilgiris are the districts in that order with very high
incidence of wastage,

State average VI to VIII Standards
State average IX to XI Standards , .. 29%
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plstrlctihzﬁe;:a:2523gsagz higher VétiﬁaZiéi szngzrﬁi would help them overcome the defigiency. Such Balar Pallis
should be manned by specially trained teachers preferably women,
pharmapuri oo 41.2 54.9 They should also be paid attractive salary.
Tirunelveli 0o 30.0 32.5
Nilgiris . 39.0 40.0 Slow Learning: It does not however mean that they are basically
Coimbatore oo 25.1 32.0 inferior. Most of them belong to the first generation in their
South Arcot oo 42,7 45.0 families to take to education and lack the guidance and example
which the mother, father and elder brothers and sisters set in
: : - the homes of educationally forward classes. Such pupils are not
DlStrlct:hzgegiazzsgsgiwlz rower V;tzodVIil six so §§ lacking in basic intelligence; but extra efforts should be taken
- 18 ncarcs ancar to bring out the best in them, Mgst of the respondents strongly
Madurai oo 25.2 21.3 feel that if special coaching classes are conducted after shhool
Tiruchirappalll .o 21,7 © 26.5 hours, their educational standard and performance would definitely
Thanjavur . 25,2 29,2 improve. But if these special coaching classes are to be effective
Ramanathapuram oo 22.0 19.7 and purposeful, then the teachers who engage them must be paid
Salem o 19.0 22.6 special remuneration. The teachers at present are over worked
Madras oo 19.7 17.0 and under paid and to expect a spirit of service from them
Kanyakumari oo 21.0 14.0 would be futile, In addition to this the following suggestions
North Arcot oo 27 .6 29.0 also were made by some Headmwasters to improve the academic
Chingleput .o 21.5 15.7 standard of slow learmers from Backward Classes:

The survey reveals that the incidence of wastage is very
high among Backward Classes, Such incidence is high in rural
areas compared to towns. The following are the worst sinners
in this respect; Oddas, Vannans, Potters, Marava, Yadhavan,
Vanniakula Kshatriya, Badaga, Kammala and Shanan. The reasons
for wastages are much the same as for poorer ratio of enrolment
as already described, namely:-

1., The necessity of children earning something to supplement

parent’s income and

Indifference of parents.

According to the respondents if the wastages in schools are

to be reduced, the real remedy lies in improving the economic
conditions of the peéple., Educated unemployment which is widely
prevalent in the State also acts as a detterent factor. The
parents particularly in rural areas feel that when educated boys

and girls have to sit idle at home without employment, why should

they be keen on sending their children to schools? Various
suggestions have been given to check the wastage. K Provision of
hostel facilities, distribution of free uniforms, opening of
residential schools, providing scholarships and midday meals
are important among them. Some have even suggested that child
labour should be statutorily prohibited. Another good sugges-
tion is that working days in schools should be so adjusted to
suit the agricultural season in the area. We have carefully
examined the practical implications of all these suggestions in
making our recommendations.

Performance: Generally speaking children from Backward Classes
are slow learners and suffer from several handicaps which can be
traced to their environmental deficiencies and absense of
tradition of learning. These take time to change. But these
deficiencies are only mutable., Thus handicapped, they are

not able to catch up with the children from Forward Communities,
p at the primary stage., Some of our respondents stress that
iBalar Pallis’ exclusively for Backward Classes children

eve
running

(a) Common cummunity halls should be provided in schools to
facilitate children from Packward Classes to sit and
read after school hours. This should be supervised by
specially appointed tutors.

(b) The strength of twe schools should be liwited so that
it is possible for teachers to bestow special avtention.
These mea:ures must be underiaken atleast in rural areas
at first instance.

Snvironmental Deficiency: Another important cause for the poor
performance of Backward Class children is the environmental
defici mey. Inadequate housing, over crowding, big families,
th: general sgunlor of the surroundings and malnutrition are
not factors conducive to academic pursuits., Invariably almost
all lHeadmasters confirm this. To remove the environmental
deficiency they suggest provision of more hostel facilities. In
towns where more hostels cannot be constructed, atleast common
reading halls in school premises should be provided, Some are
of the view that spread of adult education would also help in
this regard, BEducated parents would certainly realise the
importance of their children's education and would therefore
beshbow more attention on their study.

Scholarships: The survey reveals that the present rate of
scholarship amount both residential and non-residential is
inadequate, To avoid misuse of scholarship by the vecipients
it is suggested that only deserving pupils as recommended by
heads of institutions must be given scholarships, DBesides,
deterrent punishment musi be given to those who falsify income
and community to secure scholarships. Most of the Headmasters
feel that the scholarships should be paid in kind, as books,
stationery, clothing, etc. and not in cash. If the books and
stationery are centrally bought and distributed by the school
authorities with the scholarship amount adjusted to it, the
misuse of scholarahip can be avoided to & large extent.

47
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Incentives: Almost all the Headmasters are in favour of introduc~
ing & scholarships scheme wherein the amount is not iniform but
graded depending upon the proven ability of the pupils. Such a
scheme, ‘if introduced, according to them would certainly act as

a deterrant on the indifferent and as an incentive to the promis-
ing pupils. To encomnrage better performance and give a gpirit of
competition to backward class pupils, it has been suggested that
special prizes and incentives be given to the more promising
among Backward Class students.

The respondents feel that the principle of earning while
learning would give a sense of confidence and pride among the
pupils. Therefore it is suggested that schemes like craft
section, gardening, bee keeping, weaving, doll making, etc.,
should be introduced in all schools. Such schemds would enable
poor pupils to work for part of them freetime and earn something.
Some Headmasters while approving the idea, visualize some practical
difficulties which can be overcome only by careful planning.

They suggest that it is sufficent if the schools provide merely
equipments and tools. The pupils can be asked to bring the raw
materials and carry with them the finished products. This
procedure would avoid audit difficulties. We have taken all these
observations in making our recommendations.

Nutritional deficiency: Another important reason for the poor
performance of Backward Class pupils is their nutritional defici-
ency. Many children do not get square meals at home, They come
on empty stomach to the school and are therefore not inclined to
concentrate on lessons, To rectify the deficiency the following
suggestions have been made:

b) Distribution of free milk and vitamin tablets.

¢c) Distribution of free food packets with nutritive
contents. '

(d) School canteens can be run with the aid of CARE selling
milk and food at concessional rates,

%ag Periodical medi¢al checkup and free treatment.

Midday teals Acheme: The survey reveals that the working of the
scheme «is not satisfactory. The scheme in itself is well intended,
but the implemzutation is not properly done. Preparation and
distribution of focd is entrusted to teachers. Such teachers on
that allowance are not able to concentrate on teaching. Therefore
the Headmasters desire that the scheme be entrusted to some other
agency and the teachers asked merely to supervise, The teachers
are now expected ic collect donations for gidday medls scheme and
distribution of Frec clothes. This takes up much of the tegchers'
time and atv times leads to complaints of corruption. Hence the
method of financing must be changed. .-

All these criticisms basically arise from a lack of social
consciousness, and sense of dedication to a cause,. To go into
these factors is beyond the scope of our enquiry, If there is
missionary zeal-all these difficulties can be over come, But we

must w

ait a while for these welcome developments to become feasible.

PART - III1

EDUCATICN SURVEY REPORT
(ii) Collegiate Education
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SURVEY REPORT UN THE PRUBLEMS AND PROUGRESS (F BACKWARD CLASS
STUDENTS IN CULLEGIATE EDUCATIUN. '

With a view to assess the performance of Backward Class student
in higher education and to ascertain the views of educationists on
problems afflicting the Backward Class students an educational
survey was undertaken. A questionnaire covering almost all
aspects of higher education was designed. Following the strati-
fied sample method, copies of Guestionnaire were sent to 158
Principals of Colleges and 1006 of them complied without request,
covering 53 Men's Colleges, 33 lWomen's colleges and 13 co-educa-—
tional colleges,

Inspite of the fact that there is a great rush for seats in
Colleges, it is interesting to note that in many colleges the
actual strength happens to be less than the sanctioned strength,
Generally colleges situated in rural areas do not find enough
demand for seats. Another important reason for seats being left
vacant, according to some of the respondents is, that since Tamil
medium is not popular among students seats in Tamil medium section
are left vacant,

So far as tlie enrolment of students from Backward Classes in
College education im concerned, the position is fairly satisfactory.
Though the reservation of seats for Backward Classes is only
25% yet the actual percentage is said to be slightly higher,
since many students though belonging to Backward Classes are able
to secure admission in the open coupetition by their merit, It
is admitted by many of the respondents that a number of stulents
from Backward Classes are able to score higher marks and secure
admission on the basis of uerit, though they are reluctant to
mention the nanes of castes to which such students belong. Many
Principals are however of the view that but for the reservation
of 25% of seats many backward class students would not have secured
admission, into colleges. To the question as to from which communi-
ties such students com¢, the majority opinion is that they come
from castes like Shanan, Marava, Yadava, Vokkaliga, Badaga and
Vanniakula Kshatriya., 1This suggests that these castes are educa—
tionally very backward.

Regarding the performance of Backward Class students in
studies, no positive conclusion can be arrived at from the answers
recorded by the respondents, since the views expressed by the
Principals are divergent. Many of them hold the view that the
performance of such students are good, Egually the same number
feel that nearly 50% of backward class students are poor in studies,
while a few Principals condemn in an out right manner that souwe of
the students from Bakcward Classes are unfit for higher education,
But all those who feel that the performance of them is poor say
that it is due to some mutable deficiency, which can be overcome
if adequate care is taken, The most important among such deficien-
cies is the poor environment frop which such students hail. Their
parents are poor and therefore are unable to give the minimum
facilities necessary for higher education., Nutritional deficiency
also is attributed as an important factor., The respondents also
had given some suggestions.to remedy the deficiencies., So far
as environmental deficiency is concerned, according to them, this
could be rectified by providing more hostel accommodation, To.
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remove the nutritional defidiency, some Suggest that Midday meals
scheme can also be started for Colleges on the Yattern of School s
Some suggest that tonics, Muti Vitamin Tablets, Cod-liver 0il .
can be distributed free of cost to Backward Class studentg,

The consensus of opinion among the Principals is that
majority of the backward class studentsg are slow-le
they stress, considering the fact that such student
the first generation to pursue higlier education apg that the
come from very poor circumstances, if Special coaching clﬂSSZ
conducted in Colleges, there would be Perceptible improvements are
their performance. For 1mproving the edudational standarg ofs o
backward class students various suggestions have been
Principals. Some suiggest, that since most of the Students fgj
in the University examination because of theip poor Standﬂrdﬂ}l
Bnglish, special Bridge Courses in English should pe condugt ;n_
Colleges or else special tutors may be appointed for gy 1ishe in
Science subjects to coach the slow learners, Some feelgth ; and
hostel should be dquipped with a zood library with nuyghep ﬂf each
standard text books, so that the inmates woulg spend th;i ol '
hours inside the library without wasting theiy time So r leisure
inclined to believe that if talent ijg located ang eI'lcourme are
others also would develop a tendency to emulate thep nged,.
according to them bright students among backwarg Clﬂ;ses érefore
picked out and should be given all éncouragement, To e mug be
better performance among the backward clasg studentg thncourage.
suggestions have been given. ¢ following

arners, Byt

(a) Special prizes may be instituted for pej
students who are well up in studieg, Ng awarded gtq

' (b) Punitive action must be taken against gt
indifferent in studies, udents whg are

(¢) Periodical visits of Parents to hostelg and
would improve the performance of studentg Colleges

Most ef the Principals complained that the
available in their respective colleges are inade
result many studeuts from backward clagges
accommodation in the hostels, If hostel . )
expanded, it involved lot offinancial commitmentg g o°n is to he
not be undertaken without Government agg
complained thatv the scholarship amount,
residential are inadequute and hence the

Regarding the mis-use of scholarships by tp, re
Principals have given valuable informatjop,
expressed by the Principals it ig inferred tp
is there, it is not so widespread ag it is co
Some students use the scholarship money for v
.To stop such misuse, the Principals suggest t
money should be disbursed to the recipients j
their parents or guardiams, There is algo
resorted to by some students, Sych Student
either by means of producing falge communj+
suppressing their parent's income, This ac

n the Presence of

anoth?r_kind °f migyge
8 cl&l@ scholarships
Yy certlficates or b

cording 44 the -~ -
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is a more serious violation, which if allowed to continue would

demoralise the minds of students. If State assistance is to

go to eligible and deserving gtudents, st?ong administrative
asures must be taken to chekk such abuse. Among various

ESggestions given by the Principals in this direction the follow-

ing are important,

(a) The bonafide of the scholarship holders must be
verified and in cases where scholarships have been
abused by giving wrong information, both the parents
and also the officers responsible for issuing false
certificates must be punished.

(b) Some ingenious students resort to the prgc?ice of .
giving the guardian's income in the certificate while
their fathers are alive, if the guardian's income
happen to be less than Rs.2,000. It should stipulated,
therefore, that no guardian should be allowed to take
responsibility of students when their parents are alive,

(c) The income limit prescribed now for scholarship is so
low that even the really deserving do not come under
this group. Therefore they are not able to resist the
temptation to suppress their income. Hence the income
limit should be raised to a reasonable level.

Majority of the Principals, as many as 83 out of.IOO,'have
ted that instead of an uniform amount of scholarship being
stg © raded scheme in which the actual amount could be deter-

péld’ . gthe basis of the proven ability of the students is
mined 0lx)lle in as much as this formula would act as a deterrent
piufera‘ndifferent students and as an incentive to the promising
on the The quantum of scholarships can be determined after
‘Stuéent?.to considerntion (1) marks and grades scored by students
Paklngllﬁe and University examinations, %2) regularity of atten-
a:ng:l ?g) general behaviour and (4) outstanding performance in

’

extra curtiular activities.
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T m e e wm e v e e ew o e e e v o ..

112, shssnrlBen wgg, STHEH-1.
28,2.1970

nmAyBg sBps gos IPulIrd ras FOD gMDEFFIT 7. ofl. aréh
et &mEGh, :

wdiy Bg sBpsng IBul ot Fsgussloat swutdg
4. F. SLLBTSH o@tassah,

adyBs sBHEME VUL LT Badgy woldsntsd 2wt fm
F, daavud, 9.e., ..

@®.9. BLTY 20854 J.g., IJ.aw.,, 6 T SHEGD DG wib
s@L5 ewéssaLd angd emp swrt QoA mOob s g oFmyp
VTt &sh sB& Fwarmit &. edoliud qTuds oasmaiL SBHEMTE
ddul2emt deouulsud oL dam&sh, ’

slpes gosb Idul.3emd Ba&Egy goudsag gdemhssib
sngdEs agns shsass ghsg Jdullomd glaggd sotdgn
@G Wb edps sadawyd, >Denswma QIGudIeayd Fos prd
SLaIUL (ph Qo ,

sT3s Qume Cuit graggLd Qampu SIb TeEigs oaTRL (49D
uLlLrmnt pedgyw) eugd s&alytavss pudd emmisliCaCu oG o6
buwra a4t e, IPullomt syasdagsg Al edudd guwl

L;mgnwgm Camad Jesnd ewag SPHULlLnpgaLy pswla QCuald

umre Qédle,

cungest. - 1¢ sBp pre SHULOLH syasdgh seeas ol 5T Pfeorren
SWEYDd odp. 94506 goal uddd Qsrpéslulngdad euwn
lm“@ﬂ'.

2. edot spasd s&egl ugdsfud 8omwl vadsNghd
el wEoeydy swvwrs 9Cr &lLwbns Cunssune, 9Cr gawvliuns
o e Cav,

3. 4grnul uesddd mgss 90 ssuns egmfd pLrsd
agdyt s,

4. Agnwsdd osm P Qaﬂﬁm svaasd Osrmpeonarnsd,
eapuiNessd sets wmAud CsCLnmd uw Qugwd uw shaLbessa
edardytad,

shas dst - 1, somes wgrfondscdsdp rad&siul pha (mh
gu§:¢m2aa¢ eda dlayd ) vsrfleyd udse cedCuppliug
@ .

' 2., wmt whsd aﬁmmnat;nwlcmmqu.ngmmndég
asnpsona fad @essrd vAr Qsly dLrwd epdatsia ega
dLrwd shsLl upsdadptad, '

3. Osrfendssd sebs UNgemuy Song &Tomagsmd
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ORAL EVIDENCE
Chairman and ke Deputy Secretary of the Commiac:. -

Sundaravadanam, Thiru Sundaramoorthy and Thiru C.R.Nag=a
representatives of Thuluva Vellala Community,

26.-6-1970.
" MADRAS.

VYhile other hundreds of communities have represented
to the Commission with manifold representations from
village to village, why you have not represented to
us so far?

We had to convene a meeting to ascertain the views
the members of our comnunity, it has taken a lot of
time. Moreover we thought that at district level
they might have been able to represent better,

In fact some people said that there is no such
community.

Now we have come here. You see the vocal part of
our community people are in the city. The rest of
them are in the villages in North Arcot, Chingleput
and in a small portion of South Arcot districts,
The vast majority of them are agriculturists,

Please tell me which is the community known as
Agamudayan?

No. Thuluva Vellala is not known as Agamudayan,

What we saw in North Arcot and Sonith Arcot is that
they are Agamudayans, O0Of course, they say they are
not Mukkulathor Agamudayans, They are saying that
they are not Vellalas or Mukkulathor Agamudayans,

but a separate community, They use the title,

Udayar, Mudaliar and Pillai, But all those people
disclaim Thuluva Vellala caste.” Even there we have

to call for them; we had to fetch them to represent
their community and no Association made a represen-
tation their own accord to us. They said the people
nearer the Madras City and in the city call themselves
as Mudaliar, That is why I would like to know whether
Thuluva Vellalas are Agamudayans,

There could be no caste as "Agamudayan including
Thuluva Vellala"., Originally we were Thuluva Vellalas
and most of the people refer to as Agamudayans,

I would say that they areAgamudayans and not the
Thuluva Vellala describing themselves as Agamudayans
Agamudayan is one branch of the Mukkulathors. Tha 4
Agamudayans by and large they are the people knowpg
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Agamudayans, a branch of Maravas. Some people in
Rapanathapuram and Thanjavur districts themselves
as Agamudayans, But I must admit that there some
people in some parts of North Arcot and South Arcot
and Salem who call themselves as Agamudayans, But
they say they are not Mukkulathor Agamudayan and
they are a different caste. So I want to kpnow

what is Thuluva Vellala?

Thuluva Vellalas are all agriculturists,
I would like to see the agriculturists among them?

In the whole of North Arcot district, they are
Thiluva Vellalas,

We have seen all the other communities, communities
in lakhs and communities in thousands. You are
talking as if you are doing some favour to the
Commission, '

You are not doing any favour to us or we are not
doing any favour to you, What I think is that this
community was not included in the list. So at that
time the Thuluva Vellala people in the North Arcot
district might have called themselves as Agamudayans
and still they might have continued as Agamudayans,

In fact the first person whom we saw is a Mudaliar
in Kancheepuram. He said in our doguments we write
as Agamudayan and our usual title is Mudaliar and the
people who are in the city of Madras as Doctors,
Officers and Professors call themselves as Thuluva
Vellalas, But there is some kind of inter-relations
between us., He said that they are all landlords and
a very few of them are agricultural labourers and
farmers, He further said that they are all big and
small landlords. Agriculturists mean that they are
all landlords, big and small, Then he said that

Dr. Sundaravadanam is the Chairman and that I can
contact him. We have got one representation from a
community as (Uyar Thuluva Vellala. They are the
only people who represented to us. They came and
saw us about two months ago. Then I asked them who
are Thuluva Vellalas, They said that they are the
only people who are entitled to call ourselves
Thuluva Vellalas and that all the other Mudaliars
call themselves as Mudaliars, and that they are the
genuine Thuluva Vellalas, They said that their
prominent person is Murugesa Mudaliar and I sent for
Mr. Murugesa Mudaliar, He said 'Don't ask me about
others'. He said that your are calling yourselves

as Mudaliars., Then I asked him who are all these
people in Government service, colleges, etc, He

said that he did not know and that they call themselwes
Mudaliars.” He positively evaded from saying anything
about this.

That is not correct, I say, . ‘ .
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Is Murugesa Mudaliar a Thuluva Vellala?

Yes, Sir. Dr. Ramaswamy Mudaliar is a Thuluva Vellala.
All the Arcot Mudaliars are Thuluva Vellalas,

®
We met a Profesgor in Salem. We asked him about
this. He honestly said 'I do not know . 'It is a
urban caste and they call themselves as Mudaliars
and I do not known about it.'

Originally this community had its root in Ngrth Arcot,
i.e., Vellore. From there it migrated to other areas,

Were they known as Thuluva Vellalas? We examined
documents 25 years old. They all showed Agamudayan
and Mudaliars., No Thuluva Vellala term is used.

: They are all Thuluva Vellalas and they call themselves

as Thuluva Vellalas,
Why Mudaliars call themselves as Thuluva Vellalas?

Some Thuluva Vellalas call themselves as Pillai. So
it depends upon the local place, They call themselves
as Mudaliar, etc, Mr. Kesava Mudaliar is a Thuluva
Vellala, The term 'Mudaliar' includes a lot of castes

Pléase tell me who are the branches of Mudaliar Caste?

Ponneri Mudaliars, Poonamallee Mudaliars and Arcot
Mudaliars.

Don't say in vague terms,

Put it in exact definition, I suppose, will not he
possible.

Regarding other castes no doubt arises. A barber is a
barber and an Agamudayan is an Agamudayan., You are th
people .representing the Thuluva Vellala community,
What exactly does it mean? Where is their location?
Can you give me the idea of your population? -

The census figures we are not having,

In 1921 census there is no entry as Thuluva Vellala,
In Madras city what will be their population?

We have got 600 members. They may be about 3000 to
4000 families, on the whole 20000 to 25000 people,
They are in qupite a large number in Bangalore. They
are all Thuluva Vellalas. They are all migrants from
Vellore and Arcot districts,

Dr. Natesa Mudaliar and Murugesa Mudaliar belong to the
same caste?

Yes Sir.
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What will be the number of doctors practising in
Madras City? -

There are 62 .. 70 Doctors.

My own information is there may be about 500G to 600
Doctors of your community in the City.

In the whole of the city, there will be 3000 Doctors.
I mean Mudaliar will censtitute about 1/6th of them?

May not be so,

In every class in the Medidal College in the city
there are more than 100 students from Thuluva Vellala
community, .

No Sir. It cannot be so. Every year there may be
about 30 to 40 students for one thousand. I should
say even less,

As the President of the Association you should be able
to give us evidence. You should kindly give us the
number of Doctors, Lawyers, Engineers, Graudates, etc.
in the City of Madras. I am sure you have got informa-
tion about all these things.,

Very difficult to have a clear information. Roughly
we can say,

The number of Doctors practising in the City of Madras,
now M.B., B.S., M.D., etc. put together, will abe
about 500.

500 - too much. Even those who call themselves as
Mudaliar may not be so,

You have got a large number of people in Edudation
Department. Almost every Headmaster is a Mudaliar,

They may not necessarily be Thuluva Vellala,
How many lawyers are in your community?

Not so many. More Doctors than Lawyyers; of course
they may be in large numbers as teachers,

Who are the people in Government Service?

Mostly as Clerks; Two I.,A.S, Officers one in Madras
and another outside and another man in I.P,S,

When we put Agamudayan, the people in the Secretariat
service think only about Mukkulathor Agamudayan,

They are not thinking about Thuluva Vellalas as
Agamudayans, -

We will give you some idea of the number of those
people in quernment service,
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Give us the number of genuine Thuluva Vellalas,
Some people say that Arcot Mudaliars are all business

people.
They are all Thuluva Vellalas.
In Vellore nobody came to see us,

They are largely spread out in villages, They are small
landholders. Due to this partition and fragmentation
of properties, they have migrated to cities,

I do not think that neither the Agamudayans or Thuluva
Vellalas are working as Pannaiyals. They ploughing

in their own fields. But they are not working as
Pannaiyals. Are they working as mill hands?

Yes Sir. They won't be working in the villages as
agricultural labourers. They are working as labourers
in Railway Workshops, Port Trust, etc. Now they are
coming as Peons also.

Is there anybody as head of department or in Secretariat?

Only Mr. T.V. Vasudevan is as Chairman, Madras State
Housing Board, i.e. as Head of the Department., But
there may be a few families which might have advanced.
But if we take by and large they may not have made so

much progress.

I want some estimate of the population of the community
in the State as well as in the City and who are the
people who are included in the list of Thuluva Vellala;
what is the relationship between Agamudayan and Thuluva
Vellala; the occupational pattern in the city and the
occupational pattern in the mofussil areas; the per-
centage of land-holding and actual tillers. You see
you are all becoming largely an urban community. If
the community is largely agricultural community living
in poor circumstances, tell us which are the taluks
where we will go and see,

We shall try to furnish the particulars,
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Appendix I
TAMIL NADU BACKWARD CLASSES COMMISSION

Children's Theatre Building,
Government Lstate, Madras-2,

QUESTIONNAIRE

The Tamil Nadu Backward Classes Commission was constituted by
the Government of Tamil Nadu under G.0.Ms.No.842, Social Welfare
Department, dated 13~11-1969. Relevant extracts from the ?erms of
reference of the Commission are furnished at the end of this ques--
tionnaire. As the Commission has been directed to review the
measure so far +taken by the State Government for the welfare o?
the Backward Classes, to assess the improvement in their conditions :
and to make recommendations as to the further steps that should be
taken to improve the conditions of the Backward Classes includigg
the Most Backward Classes, the Commission is issuing this question~
naire with a view to elicit information and suggestions from those
who are interested in the subject,

The questionnaire is primarily designed to elicit responses
from individuals and associations representing particular castes or
groups of castes, Persons who desire to speak in their ipdividual
capacity are also welcome to use this questionnaire. It is not
necessary to answer every question, though such a complete res—
ponse will be helpful, I1 statistics are given in the repllgs,.
the source of such stacistics may also be mentioned, though it is
realised that in many cases only rough estimates may alone be
possible, '

In sending the replies, in aidition to the name gnd a@dress,
the caste or association represented kay be clearly given in
bold type at the top of the reply. HReplies may be either in
Bnglish or in Tamil, It will be appreciated if.at.least four
copies of the replies are sent, As caste assgc1at}ons‘and t?e "
like may be State-wide or at least district-wide, it will help the
work of the Commission if joint-representations are made on ma?ters
of common interest, Matters merely of local relevance as applicable

to a particular block, taluk or district may be menticned separately.

It will be helpful if those who desire to be heard in person
state whether they would prefer to meet the Commission at Madras
or at district headquarters or other suitable places. The togr‘
programme of the Commission will be announced shortly and individwls
and groups desiring to meet the Commission might fix up their
appointments well ahead of the tour dates in their respective
districts,

Replies to this questionnaire should reach the office of the
Commission before the 15th of January 1970,

Copies of the questionnaire will be supplied on request by
the office of the Commission,

This questionnaire is available in Tamil also,

R. KULANDAIVELU,
.st December 1969. _Secretary,

lote: In the questionnaire the term "caste” is used in preference

(a)
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A. GENERAL

Is your caste concentrated in any particular taluk or
district or dispersed throughout the State? Can you
give an idea of the present population of your caste
in the State?

(b) Are there social sub-divisions hindering free inter-

(¢}

(a)

(v)

(a)

(b)

marriage in your caste? What are the different names
by which your caste and sub-castes are known?

Is there a State-wide organisation for your caste?
How long has it been in existence and what services
has it rendered to the caste?

Do your caste people live mostely in villages or small
towns or cities?

What is the main occupation of the soFdinary people in
the villages, in the small towns and in the cities?

If the occupation is farming or agriculture, roughly
what percentage of the village population of your
caste in the area with which you are familiar are
gi) small landowners (ii} cultivating tenants and
iif) farm workers on wages? Can you give an idea of

the average annual income per family of each class?

What are the other coumon occupations of the people

in villages and small towns? What is the average
earning per individual from each of those occupations?
Are women and hhildren also engaged in them? In such
case what will be the average income of an ordinary

family?

If they are mainly town people, what are their normal
pursuits trade, service, self-employed craftsmen, etc?

Are there any well-known individuals or families in the
caste noted for their wealth, business or industrial

- enterprise, charity or public service of any descrip-

(b)
(c)

.tion? Please given details,

On the whole, during the last thirty years or at least
since Independence, has your caste or any sub-~sect or
section of your caste made substantial, s#atisfactory
or small or no advancement, educationally, economically
and in general social status? Details may be furnished,

If you think the advancement is not satisfactory, what
are the reasons?

If there has been advancement, is it in someway dus to
the concessions or dprivileges extended by the State,

- or due to their own endeavours?



7. (a) Is your caste numerically the pbj

10.

11,

12.

13.

.14,

(b)

. than yours? (Social superiority ig gener

;. or politics? Give some detailg,
.. for their comparative superiority?

<lZ
B. SOCIAL

the particular taluk or district

If numerically big, is your caste ¢
in any of these areag? (Dominant

. . c
which has acquired considerable ecoast? Means the cagte
status and political influence)

If being numerically big, dominant cast
. aste

been achieved, what are the reasong? status has not

Which is regarded as the dominant caste in th

where your caste people live in large numbersg &;eas

is variation of dominant castes in different .f there

districts, specific details may be furnished eglons or

Is that 'dominant caste' regarded ag socially higher

by the test of free inter-dining, The ca:iiycngzyred
to be higher will not in rural areasg ordinarily eaing
festive occasions in the houses of those regarded a .
socially lower) Has this ‘dominant caste' acquiredath'
social status recently or has it been so traditionally;s

Is there any instance within your experience or know~
ledge of a caste regarded as socially inferior to yours
acquiring the "dominant caste' status, say, Wifﬁin the
last one or two generations? If there is, can you
enumerate the circumstances which enableq the caste to
acquire the economic power and political influence
necessary for the dominant statug?

Do people of that dominant caste try to

people in any way? y Tepress your
Has that 'dominant caste' produded man d i
Do they go in for services or businessyo: ;::::gSTEEZ

Can you give reasons

To what extent are people of your caste dependant

the 'dominant caste' economically either ag tenanton
or as dependant artisans or as daily workers op a >
borrowers of money? Does this dependence lead tos
unpleasantness or harassment? any

Do your people spend money excessively on ritual
occasions, marriages, child birth, anniversaries, et
thereby contracting debts or reducing their SaViagSQC.

Has any organised attempt been made i

. . n recent
to economise expenditure on thege occe years

asions?

Are there any caste or other org
actively in villages and towns ¢t
people on social matters? Hag t
able social change or reforp?

anisations functionin
o gdvise and help the
here been any notice-

(a)

(b)

P ]

Do the educated or economically better off people in
your caste tend to leave their original homes and
emigrate to towns and cities?

Do such people tend to change their caste names and
assume different identities, and cut themselves off
from the parent caste?

Taking your district or taluk, can you tell us how
many such families have migrated to cities or other
industrial or business or employment centres inside
or outside Tamil Nagy?

Are there any individuals or families who have been
abroad-outside India? If so, to what countries and
for what purposes?

C. EDUCATICN

What percentage of your village people are literate
in Tamil and English? Try to give fairly accurate

figures for a typical village. Please give similar
information.for a typical town where your caste is

concentrated,

Are cultivating tenants or farm workers or artisans
able to send their boys and girls to schools upto the
S.5.L.C. or P.U.C. Standard now that education is free.

Are there any villages in the taluk or taluks with
which you are familiar which are more than 5 miles
distante from a high school, and if boys and girls

~go to these schools, how do they go, and what is the

expenditure involved for attending school? If the -
8chool had been nearer home will more students attend
8chool,

Where are the colleges in and near your taluk, and
how many of the students travel daily more than
5 miles from their homes to colleges?

If their homes are not situated in the college town,
how many are boarding in hostels or lodges attached
to or near the colleges? ' What is the annual expendi-

- ture for such stay? If you can give information in

respect of a district where there is concentration
of your caste, please do so.

In your estimate how many of the boys and girls are
able to afford this additional expenditure for board-
ing, lodging and transport if the schools and dolleges
are not in or near their home towns or villages?

If ﬁhey cannot afford such expenditure, are there an
sources of help for them, like private charities or

trusts?
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25,

26.

27
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Does your caste maintain private or aided hostels where
your caste students get concessional treatment or free
boarding and lodging? In what places are they situated?
What accommodation and other facilities are provided?

Does the Government or any other agency help in the
construction or maintenance of such hostels?

Scholarships: Give full details of the scholarships and
other concessions the boys and girls attending schools
and colleges get. Are these adequate in number and
amount?

If you think that as many boys and girls, compared to

. the number of such boys and girls in forward communities,
. do not go in for college and technical education, what

28,

in your opinion are the causes? Wwhat practical remedies
do you suggest?

It is claimed that students from Backward Classes do not
fare as well as students from advanced classes in schools,
partly because of bad nutrition and partly because of
inadequate educational environment and partly due to
other handicaps mentioned in other questions.

What will you suggest to improve their nutritional defici-
ency?

In order to improve the environmental deficiency, i.e.
absence of educated elders in the same home, would you
suggest some sort of group evenings where students can

~mix with educated boys and elders from other communities

+ a8 well? Is this feasible in villages?

Or would you suggest some gort of a Cultural Centre

. similar to the Y.M.C.,A, or Y.M.I.A, under Uovernment

supervision for a group of backward villages or in back-
ward towns,

Will the representatives of }our castes in the locallty
actively assist in maintaining such centres and popularis-
ing them?

Will they be able to bear part of the expenditure in

. running such recreational and ¢ultural centres?

29,(aj

It is generally observed that students who have studied
in convent schools and public schools and better adminis-

' tered schools in cities fare better in examinations as

well as in tests for appointments. Students of the same
intelligence level receiving education in two such
different institutions may fare unequally, Would you
suggest any kind of marglnal weightage for students
taking their examinations in the mofussil schools so
that they can compete on equal temms with students from

better schools?
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29,(b) Would you consider a similar differential system of

30,

31.

32,

33.

34.(a)

(a]
(b]

(c]

asgessment or preference for students studying in the
mofussil colleges and in premier colleges in the
bigger cities?

What other facilities will you suggest for increasing
the number as well as the quality of students going
in for college and higher education? It must be
realised that quality is as important as numbers.

What steps parents and elders of the community are
taking to encourage self-reliance and harder work by
the younger generation. Do they realise that it is
not good to rely on "Backwardness" for all times?

D. SERVICE AND RMPLOYMENT

If you feel that your caste does not get a fair share,
consistent with your population strength, of posts in
public services what do you think are the reasons?—
Not enough} qualified applicants?

The applicants do not fare well in the recruitment
examinations?

Any other reasons?

+ Apart from Government services what other employments

(b)

35.

qualified applicants from your caste, generally seek?

What impediments do they meet in securing such job
opportunities?

In the taluk or district with which you are familiar
how many from your caste are graduates, engineers,
doctors, or other professional degree holders? How
many are holding Government jobs, jobs in business
establlshments, jobs in semi~Government establlshments
and in organised industries or business houses?

How many have taken advantage of employment opportuni-
ties in big commercial and industrial establishments
outside the State?

Did they find competition with similarly qualified
applicants from advanced communities too difficult to
overcome? After securing employment, how do they
generally fare in working alongside employees from
other advanced communities, say in promotion, etc.?

Is there a feellng of comradeship between members of *
all castes in such establishments? o

Do you appreclate the necesslty for developing ¢omra-
derie amongst such employees in the interest of social
and national integration,. -
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36. gaT you give a rough idea of the number of persons °
e OT%IHg to your caste in the various cadres of servic
in a the departments of Government, both gazetted de
non-gazetted excluding peons and sepoys o

37. i
7 Do you consider that the present system of recruitment
g; far as Backward Classes are concerned is satisfactory;
;t nottwgat are your suggestions for improving it? Ti
mus e remembered that such changes sh t i i
efficiency of service, ¢ ouid mot impair

38, (a) DQ you consider that recruitment should be made,at
glfferent levels in the various departments so that
ackward Class applicants may get better chances?

(b} In wh%ch departwents would you particularly like direct
recrultment oén different higher levels?

39. Do you cons%der that special concessions or reservations
§h0uld ?e given to Backward Class employees already
in service in the matter of promotion?

40, Is it a fact that applicants from Backward Communities
do not get as mucp.¢hance in Central Government Depart-
ments as they get®the State Government Departments?

41, (a) The big Central Government Departments in the State are
Income-tax, Central Excise, Customs, Railways, Post and
Telegraphs. Do candidates from Backward Castes apply
for appointments to these departments or appear for the
tests prescribed? If they do not fare well, what are
the reasons in your opinion?

(b) Many opportunities exist in the defence services for
e@uﬁa?ed young men. How many from your caste in the
dis%triet or districts you are familiar with are in the
Army, Navy and Air-force as Commissioned Officers?

Do young men try to get admission to the military
acadamies? Are there many in "other ranks" of Defence
forces or in merchant nhvy?

42, (a) Therg is a general feeling that very few Backward Cla
cand}dates succeed in the I,A.,A. and Central Servicetss
examination, According to your information how many
;angldates from your caste have sat for these examinations

uring the last 10 years? How many secured appointmen$s?

(b) Would you recommend an i
; enc Y special scheme for selectio
candidates and giving them pre—examination trainingg ot

43, Y:Zya:f: :ducitec} m;n and women from the Bakdward Classessg
c o attain high profici i i o
nology i.e. beyond thg M?B,f;fé??cg,ﬁzjsSiegcgcgng tech-
Would you, suggest a scheme for éefééting taien% fegree.
among the Bgckward Class students ip colleges at r;m
level and giving them education in beWter institn:' e
of hlghe? learning so that in the long run a larg rons
may qualify for W.D., Ph.D., D.Sc., ete.7 o wumber

1

44, (a)

46,

47.

48,

490

50.

51.

55
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Comparatively few graduates or post-graduates from
Backward Classes go abroad for higher scientific or
technological education inspite of the availabildty- of
scholarships and fellowships from various sourdes. °
According to your information, how many from your caste
have gone abroad for such studies? '

Is there any special ‘reason,/for backwardness in this
sphere? If finance is the’difficulty, dould it” be
possible for your caste erganisations or legdership to
arrange for finahcing jalented graduates; -supplementing
scholarships or when scholarships are not available?

Jhat assibtance of a practical nature would you recommend,

that:the State should render.in order to enable talented
young men and. women.of the Badkward Classes to get a
fair sharé of representatton .in higher services and to
secure higher degrees in science and technology both

in India as well as. abroad?

Would you recommend the appointment of Special Liaison
Officers for each district to look after the betterment

of Backward Classes? If such officers are appointed,
what co-operation will be Backward Class people offer
them to facilitate their work?

E, ECONOMIC

Has there been a substantial change in the traditional
occupations of your caste in the last two or three

" decades? If there has been, was it due to desire for
betterment, or the dying out of the old crafts and
occupations? What are the newer avocations?

What handicrafts and small scale industries can be
introduced which will benefit your people and where can
these be conveniently located in the districts you are
concerned with? Are your leaders interested already in

such industries?

In what ways can the co-operative moveuent be extended
for your advantage? Are your elders and leaders actively

interested in this movement? i

If certain areas taluks or blocks have large concentra-
tions of backward and most backward people, can you
recommend any regional measures which will lead to all
round-improvement. ~These measures must be practical,

" and based on the resources and needs of the locality.
If your taluk or district is rééarded as backward, do you
thipk;the regson for the backwardness is due to the
population belonging largely to socially Backward Classes?
Or;‘is\thexbacmw&rdness of the people due to the district
or-taluk being economically or ¢industrially not advanced?
In answering question 50, this should be borme in mind,
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53.

54,

55.

56.

57.

58.

59. (a)
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In there chronic indebtedness amongst your people?
If so, is it due to agrarian causes or wasteful social
habits like ritual or festival expenditure?

What relief measures already exist? Do you suggest
further practical measures and if so, give details.

Has the starting of industries, as in Neyveli, Mettur Dam
Madurai and other places helped to improve the economic
conditions of the neighbourhood and particularly the
people of.! your caste there?

Have the setting up of these big industrial complexes
generally helped in improving the general income level
and standard of living in the neighbouring areas, bot
merely in the complexes? Have the caste rigidities and
the social structure been affected by these industrial
complexes?

Hes the community that you represent benefitted subs-
tantially or even fractionally from the general improve-
ment in agriculture in the State? If not, what has
stood in the way? Even if a majority of your people

are landless labourers or farm workers, craftsmen or
artisans, they should have benefitted by the increase 1n

wages,

Government have taken several measures to regulate money-
lending, transfer of tenancy land holding, agricultural
indebtedness, etc. To what extent have the Backward
Classes been benefitted by these measures?

Is it a fact that the benefits that could be derived from
the various welfare measures of the Government have
reached only a few influential castes or individuals

and they have not reached the vast masses? If so,

can you suggest means to ensure that the benefits are
more equitably distributed in the interest of the masses?

Are there any non-official agencies, religious or other-
wise, working in any areas with which you are familiar
for improving the lot of the Backwar’d Clasges as
distincet from the Harijans, e.g. religious missions,
charitable organisations, etc,

What areas in the State have been selected by the Govern-
ment for community development in which people of the
caste or class you represent are in large numbers?

Has such development benefited the Backward Classes?

Will it be possible for your caste leaders to recruit
volumtary service for effecting local improvements in
economic and environmental conditions better roads,
better sanitation, sinking wells for drinking water,

etc,
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59, (b) What bhave the people themselves done to uplift

themselves and secure equality of status with
advanced castef

Note: If there are any other’ circumstances or factors relevant

3.

to our terms of reference which you want to place
before the Commission, you are welcome to describe
them,

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR "MOST BACKWARD" CLASSES ONLY

(a)

(v)

(a)

(b)

~ of your applicant

If your caste is listed as "Most Backward" please
state when it was done and for what reasons?

What dog¢ you compare your "Backwardness" with that of
the other main "Backward” (not most backward) communi--
ties in your area?

In what respects are you "most backward" (i) in educa-
tion, (ii) in economic conditions; (iii) social status,
iv) representation in services; (v} in business and

‘other activities?

Which other "most backward" communities are better off
than yours edusationally, economically and otherwise
in your district or in the State? Regarding education,
in view of school education being free, what is the
reason for continued backwardness?

Are there any special handicaps which keep your
community "most backward" in other respects?

What measures do[yéu suggest for ensuring improvements
in (i) school education, (ii) college education and
(iii) technical education?

Begarding College education:

What percentage of boys passing the Pre-University
Class seek higher college education?

What percentage of the college going boys and girls in
your caste in the distriet with which you are familiar
get scholarships from the State Government and Central
Government? Are these scholarships adequate in number?
What other facilities do you consider necessary? Do
scholarshipholders complete their education without
failure in examination? Do they find any other diffi-
culties ibh maintaining themselves in colleges?

How many boys and girls from your district applied for
admission to medical colleges, engineering colleges ang
other higher technical institutions, say during the
last two years? What proportion of applicantS'got
admission? If you are net satisfied with the success

g in securing admission, can yon

suggest the reasons for their comparative failure and

emndinal romedies? Ta
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11.
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Why is your representation in Government services
considered inadequate? If that be so, what is the
reason for your poor representation?

In what departments do your candidates find.it specialiy
difficult to get entry? Are there any special reasons:

Do you have any suggestions for improving your represen—
tation generally and particularly in the departments
in which your caste is inadequately represented?

What in your opinion are the reasons for the continued
backwardness of your caste in spite of the general
advancement in the country since Independence?

Have the leaders of the caste taken any gspecial geasgies
to reuse the consciousness of the masses and to.lnstl‘
into them the need for sustained self-help for 1mproving
their lot?

To what extent the panchayat raj, comaunity develop—
ment projects and other measures have helped your
people?

What practical measures other than those referre: tg in
earlier questions would you recommend_to bring & ou .
more rapid and permanent improvement in thelr economl
and social conditions?

Do you appreciate that is not consistent either witp .
the self-respect of your caste or in the larger nat;ona
interest that a caste should continue to be labelled as
"most backward"?

If you do, will you suggest a tiuwe limit, say teg or
twenty years, for any concessions and special privileges
and support you seek?

It has been represented that housing conditions in the ‘
villages largely populated by some Mogt packward Cowmmuni -
ties are pitifully inadegquate. If this is correct,

can you given details of the villages or taluks where
such conditions prevail?

Are such villages covered by proper motorable roads from
the nearest towns or market places?

Has not the local panchayat or the concerne§ Govern-
ment department taken adequate measures to 1lmprove the

roads to these villages, provide better sanitary
facilities, water supply, etc.?

Has anything been done to bring these conditions to the
notice of the authorities?

Are there any village or caste organisations interested
in these matters?

o .
By

Taking any taluk or block with which you are familiar
and in which the bMgst dackward Classes predominate,
can,you give an esti.ate of the expenditure that will
have to be incurred on improving housing and providing
better roads and other amenities? If the entire
district hasllarge areas of backwardness, can you give
a scheme for the improveaent of the areas?

12, Are there any special customs or prejudices or taboos
prevalent among these people which keep them hackward?

What has been done to remove these customs, prejudices
and taboos by the local caste organisation or by the
panchayat raj or by the Government?

R. KULANDAIVELU,
Secretary.

TERMS OF REFBRENCE

(Extracts from G.0.Ms.No.842, Social Welfare Department, dated
13-11-1969).

1. The Tamil Nadu State Backward Classes Commission shall
review the measures so far taken by the State Government
for the welfare of "Backward Classes” and the betterment of

their conditions and assess the effectiveness of such measures

in improving the conditions of Backwayd Classes and in
particular in watter relating to education and representa-
tion in public services of the State.

2. The Commission shall examine and assess with reference to
concessions, privileges and benefits given to them by the
State Government the improvements in the conditions of the
"Most Backward Classes" in education and other matters.

3. The Yommission may make recommendations as to the further
steps that should be taken by the State Government to improve
the conditions of the "Backward Classes” and *Most Backward
Classes"” in respect of:

(i) EBducation, including reservation of seats in profes=
sional colleges and institutions of higher learning;

(ii) representation in public services;
(iii) trade, commerce and industry;
(iv) rural credit, marketing and co-~operation;
(v) housing;
(vi) grants; and
(vii) community development,
4, The Commission may make recommendations in respect of short-

term and long-term measures to be taken by the State Govern—

ment for raising the level of Backward Classes and Most
Backward Classes,

A&
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.The Commission may obtaip such information as they may
. consider necessary or relevant for their purpose in such

form and in such manner, as they may think appropriate, for

. the State Government or any Officer or authority subordi-

nate to the State Government or any organisation or any
individual as may in the opinion of the Commission be of
assistance to thenm,

The Commission may visit any district or taluk in the State,

The Commnission shall endeavour to present the report to the
State Government by the 30th June 1970 and may furnish to
the Government an interim report earliar on any special
aspect of their work, if so desired, by the Government of

B
i

. Tamil Nadu or the Commission.
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vApneﬂdix 2
Questionnaire No.
A SURVEY ON EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS OF PUPILS BELONGING TO
BACKWARD CLASSES IN SCHOOL EDUCATION, TAMIL NADU,
BACKWARD CLASSES COMMISSION,
CHILDREN'S THBEATRE BUILDING, MADRAS-2,

Explanatory note and instructions

OBJECT OF THE SURVEY: This questionnaire is designed to cover

a factual cum opinion survey (i) to determine the relative
position and progress made by the children from Backward Classes
in school education, and (ii{ to invite opinion from experts

on certain problems confronted by their children.

COVERAGE: The survey will cover all the Chief Educational
Officers and District Educational Officers in the Tamil Nadu
Educational Service and Headmasters/Headmistresses of seledtive
schools, Opinion emanating from such experts, as they are,
with their ripe experiences and special knowledge in the field
of school education and with their comprehensive views about
our social structure will be very much valued and appreciated
by the Backward Classes Commission in drawing conclusions about
children from Backward Classes Communities vis-a-vis school

education., Answers to the questions widl be treated as strictly
confidential and will be used only by the Commission. Hence

the respondents are requested to feel free while answering the
questions,

METHOD OF ANSWERING THE QUESTIONNAIRE: The answer is to be
recorded opposite to the question concerned. The answers could
be of these types.

(i) simple 'Yes' or 'No' answers, which could be done
by putting the'!” mark in the appropriate box ' ] provided
against the guestion.

(ii) Brief answers, for which space is provided against
the question,

(iii) Lengthy answers, for which enough space is provided,
If the space provided is inadequate separate sheet can be
attached at the end. But care is to be taken to note down the
question Nos, in such cases,

THP ORTANT:

(i) The word 'District' occuring in the Questionnaire-
a¥wdys refer to Revenue District. :
(ii) The Questionnaire contains VI parts,
(2) The Chief Educational Officers, since each has

jurisdiction over an entire District, will
kindly answer all the parts,

(p) The District Bducational Officers, since eac§;
- has jurisdiction only over a limited area, will
kindly answer parts, III, IV, V and VIf
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(c¢) The Headmasters/Headmistress will kindly answer
all parts excepting part I. They will base their
answers on their respective schools, If the word
'School" is substituted for the word 'District’
wherever it occurs, they can easily answer the
question,

(iii) questionnaires after completion may be sent directly
to 'The Secretary, Backward Classes Commission, Children's Theatre
Buildings, Madras-2' as early as possible,
Part 1
GENERAL
Name of the District
Designation of the Officer

Name of the Officer

Juestion No,

1. What is the total population in
the district? (indicate the year
for which you give figures),

2. What would be the number of
children (boys and girls) in the
school going ages (5 to 14) in
the district, (According to Cen-
sus Report children in the age
group of 5 to 14 from 25% of the
total population for Tamil Nadu
for 1971, So approximately 25%
of the number against 4.l would
come under this age group).

3, (i) How many schools are located
in the district?

Number of Schools" !

Sanctioned Actual

Government’' Aided strength strength
Schools Schools

Grade

Elementary

Higher Elementary
High School
Training School
Other Institutions

Total

(ii) In how many schools do the
actual fall short of the

sanctioned strength.

(iii)} What reason would you attri-
bute for this tendency?
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Part I1
ENROLMENT OF CHILDREN FROM THE BACKWARD CLASSES

1. The Tamil Nadu Government main-
tains a list of Backward Classes
communities and another for Most
Backward Classes.

(i) Mention the Backward Classes
communities which are largely
found in the district (in the
order of their numerical sige)

2. (i) What percentage would children
from the following classes form
to the total number of children
enrolled in schools (for the
year 1960-70} at each level.

' Percentageé of total enrolment

Classes
Elementary Secondary High School

Scheduled Castes and Tribes
Most Backward Classes
Backward Classes

Others

Total 100 100 100

(ii) Can you say whether the same
rates were to be noticed.

(a) Five years before (i.e.

for the year 1984-65) Yes /7 No [/ 7

(b) If your answer is No can
you indicate atleast
approximately the rates
then

' Percentage of total enrolment
Classes e
Elementary’Secondary'High Scheol

Scheduled Castes and Tribes
Most Backward Classes
Backward Classes

Others

Total 100 100 100
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(c) Have you based your answers
to Juestions 2(i{ and (ii)
(a) and (b) on

3. Considering the size of the Back-
ward and Most Backward Class
communities in the total popula-
tion of your district, would you
say that the present rate as
indicated by you in (2) is

4. If your answer is poor, what in
your consideration among the
following are the causes?

(i) Adequate number of schools
are not located in the disg-
trict to cater to the demand.

(ii) Intbtia on the part of . parents;
parents do not realise the
importance of educating their
children, ‘

(iii) Grinding poverty of the parents,
The parents prefer to keep the
children at home to aid them
in work,

(iv) School authorities do not take
& personal interest in encour-
aging and in giving preferen-
tial treatment to pupils belong-
ing to Backward Classes,

(a) in Government Schools

(b) in Private/Aided Schools

(v) Any other reasoph which you
would like to add (the answer
can be elaborate).

I (a) Even among the Backward
Classes do you think that
some communities take ful-
lest advantage of school
enrolment compared to
other Classes,

(b) If your answer is Yes,
mention the names of such
communities,

II (a) Among the Backward Classes
do you think some commypji_
ties badly neglect school
enrolement, in the sense that
only very few children from
such communities attendcg the

Statistical
evidence 4;:::7
Observation Z::::7
Guess work z:::::7

Good [

Satisfactory /7
boor /7

1.

YesD No:
Yes [T No [ 7

Yes Z::::7 No [::::7

Yes [ ] No [ ]

fes Z:::::7 No ZC::::7

(i)

(i)

(iii)
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Part TIT
WASTAGES IN SCHOOLS

What would be the percen-—
tage of wastage among
pupils:

At primary level
I to V Standard
(196465 to 1969-70)

At secondary level
VI to VIII Standard
(1967-68 to 1969-70)

At High School level
IX to XI Standard
(1967-68 to 1969-70)

(It for example in the year
1964--65 100 children are
entrolled in I Standard and
60 of them reach the V Stan-
dard (in the year 1969-70),
the percentage of wastage

at primary level is 40} .

(a) Do you think, the inci-
dence of wastage is high
among pupils belonging
to Backward Classes.

(b) If your answer is Yes,
which .pcastes are the
worst sinners in the
District?

(CI What reasons in your
consideration account for
such wastages in particular
castes,

As an Bducationalist with
special knowledge and consi-
derable experience what
measure would you suggest to
check such wastages (the
answer can be elaborate),

Yes [~ ]

No Z::j:7
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. (4

(i)

(ii}

(iii)
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Part IV

PERFORMANCE OF PURILS FROM BACKWARD CLASSES

) It is said that childre
?ackward Classes when en:ofizg
in schools show some mutab]le
deficiency even at the Primar
st?ge, For example, these d
children are stated to be sh
and timid, slow to learn andy
entertain some inhibitiong whe
compared to children belongin "’
to forward commnunities, Consg
quently these $hildren are t—
able to catch up with theirno
coun?erparts and are allowed t
continue with the inheri ted °
8lowness at later stage

(a) How far do vo
u .
this view? subscribe ta

(b) Since such a deficiency j
c?nsidered a mutable de%iis
clency, do you think that
.schege of running Balar :
Pallies (for children at g

eearlier age group of 3 4o 2)
exclusively for children
from Backward Classes would
help them overcome the

“deficiency?

(c) Woula you offer any other
suggestion in this regard

09 the whole, leawing excep-
tlogal cases, do you think that
pupils belonging to Backward
Classes are slow learners at

Secondary and High School level

If your answer is Yes

think that a little mérgoczzu
centration on them by the B
teachers would enable them to
fare better in the exams?

Do you think that a scheme of
special coaching clasgses
(after school hours) for
pupils from Backward Clagses
who help them improve theip
standards? .

Yes [::::7 No L::::7

Yes[:: NOD-

Yes Z::::7 No [::::7

Yes /7 No [T

S
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- (iv) If such a scheme is to be

implemented would the
teachers in the same school
take up the work voluntarily
with a spirit of service or
special remuneration (in the
form of honorarium) alone
. would attract service?

(v) Do you think that student
organization like Social
' Service Leagues, Sevak
Samages and Planning Forums
in Colleges can be pro-
", fitably utilised for this
" purpose? ‘

(vi) Can you suggest any other

measure or scheme directed
' towards improving the aca-
" demic standard of slow
' . learners (the answer can be

elaborate)?

(vii) Do you observe these slow

learners from Backward
Classes more in schools
located in rural areas or
" in schools located in urban

areas,

Part V

Teachers would
take up volun-
tarily

Special remune~
tation is ae

necessary [::::7

veo T o 7

Rurel schools [/ ;
Urban schools [/ /

ENVIRONMENTAL DEFICIENCY

1. (i) Do you think that environ—

‘mental deficiency (for
example, the living condi-

" tion of their families and

_ surroundings are.so poor
and miserable that they are
not quite conducive to aca-
demic pursuits} is one of

 the most important causes
for the performance of the

~ pupils from Backward Classes. . -

(iif,lf your answer is No, what

‘im your consideration is the
. other most important reason.

~from Backward Classes to

,ff}your an;weﬁ is Yéa; iouldA: )
- you recoumerid more hostel - '
| Racilities for boys end girls- .

| ;Yes [::::7 No /]

i : v: B T . . A7 >V «‘ ‘ ,v
P B "0
Py I £ aiapiren "L
- e PR Y SO I
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* . (iv) If your answer (i) agaim is

3.

Yes, can you give a scheme
- covering a phased programme
~for five years for increasing
hostel facilities in your dis-
trict,

(v] In towns where more number of
hostels cannot be constructed
would-you suggest the creation
of common centres (reading
halls} where the pupils from
-Backward Classes would gather
and read,

fesi[::::7 ‘Noﬂl::::7

(v1) Any other suggestion which
you might consider to be mae-
ful to remove the environmental ¥
" deficiency may be mentioned o
here (the answer can be ela-
borate).

‘Part VI
SCHOLAnéanS, INCENTIVES AND OTHER AMENITIES.

Is the present rate of Scholarship
amount to the pupils adequate?

If not how much of increase would
you suggest?

It is commonly complaihed that
the scholarship money is being
misused by the recipients, with

 the result that really deserving

people do not get the help, What
other schemes would you suggest to
.8erve the purpose for which scholar- -
‘ships are 1ntended :

(i)} Do you think that if scholar-
ships are paid in kind, instead
of money, the scheme would be . :
more purposeful. (i.e. straight- Yes Z:::? No [:::7,
- away adjusted towards books, . :
clothing, special fees, etc.)

(ii) It has been suggested that
books and statiomery should be
centrally purchased and distri-

buted by school authorities and  Yes L7 No L7

the scholarship money should be
adjusted towards these payments.»
Is this feasible? :

Yes‘zC::::7 No Z:::::?
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. Do you think that instead of an

uniform amount being paid as

scholarships to the pupils a

graded scheme in which the agumal

amount would be determined on

the proven ability of the pupils Yes /7 ,NO LT
would act as a .deterrant on the

indifferent and as an incentive
to the promising pupils? \

. To encourage better performance
~among the Backward Classes

pupils what other incentive
measure would you suggest?

(i) Do you think that the idea
of "earning while learning™
will give a sense of security
and pride among the pupils Yes Z::::7 No Z::::7
with particular reference
to Backward Classes.

(ii) If so, what do you think
about the feasibility in
introducing scheme like
craft section, gardening,
bee-keeping, weav1ng, doll
making, etc,, in schools
out of school hours which
will enable the jpoor pupils
to work for some time and
earn something.

(iii) Do you think there are'aﬁy
practical difficulties in ' '

the working of such schools Yes [77 No [:::7'
(the answer can be elaborate)

(i) Do you think that nutri-
tional Deficiency is another : , :
important cause for the poor Yes [/ / No [:::7
performance of pupils from . , '
Backward Clasges in schools?

(11) If yes, could you suggest
‘ some useful ideas to remove
the nutrltional deficiency?

(iii) Give your conoidered opinion
‘about the middaey meala scheme
~ ‘and distribution of frese .
 tlothes to:pupils, teking co.
into account the desirability
and feasibility of extending ' -
these schemes to huve noré
advantage., ‘
(the answer -can. bt elaborate)




Appendix 3

Questidnnaire No. IIJ

A SURVEY ON EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS OF STUDENTS BELONGING TO
BACKWARD CLASSES IN COLLEGIATE EDUCATION,
TAMIL NADU BACKWARD CLASSES COMMISSION,
CHILDREN'S THEATRE BUILDING, MADRAS-2.

Explanatory note and instructions

OBJECT OF THE SURVEY: The survey is intended to assess the per-
formance and progress of students belonging to Backward Class
communities in Collegiate Educatien in Tamil Nadu.

MODE OF ANSWERING THE YUESTIONNAIRE: The answer is to be recorded
opposite to the question concerned. The answers could be of
these types:

(i) 'YES' or 'NO° answer, which could be done by putting
'/ mark in the appropriate box provided against the question.

(ii) Brief answers, for which space is provided against the
question. T

(iii) Lengthy answers, for which enough space is provided. If
the space provided is inadequate, separate sheet can be attached
at the end. But care is to be taken to note down the question

numbers in such cases,
, v

Part I
GENERAL

1. Name and hesignhtion of the
Officer answering the Ques—
tionnaire, '

2. (i) Name of1your.College

(ii) Location of the College
(Place and district).

~ (iii) University to which your

College is affiliated.
Under private Managément Z:::7,
Run by the Govetnmenj. [:::7

'Mbn Students only = / /
Women Students only YA A
Both. (co-education) /[ 7 |

Pdsikﬁfadhdte'COurae[ /

8. (i) Is your College .

(i1} Is it intended for '

\ , . o e
(iii) Does your College offer ~Graduate Course Z:::7
: o Pre-University ?5“"911:::7 ‘

L

4, (i) What is the strength
of your college for
the current academic

year in

Course'!

Sanctioned, Actual
strength strength

P.U.C.

B.A,

B.Sec,
B.Com,
M.A,
M, Sc.
M.Com,

Total

5. If actual strength happen to
be less than the sanctioned
strength, what factora
account for this tendency.

‘2.

Part II

ENROLMENT OF STUDENTS FROM BACKWARD CLASSES.

What percentage

would students dif-

ferent 'Classes’

form to the total
strength for the

year 1969-70.

Can you given the
information for
the year 1964-65,

Classes P.U.C.

M. Sec,

[} Q t ?
B.Se. "M.A. M.Com,

B.A,
B.Comn,

Scheduled
Castes and
Tribes

Most Back-
ward Clagses

Backward
Classgs

Others

Total 100

100 100 100 100

Yes

/ / No / /

Classes 'P,U.C.

B.A. M. Sc
1 1 Mo o
‘B.Comnm, B.Sc.'M.A. M,Com,.

Schedul ed
Castes and

" Tribes

Most Back-
ward Classes

Backward
Classes

Others
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3. The Government of Tamil Nadu

maintains a list of Backward
Classes (including Most Back-
ward Classes) and 25% of the
seats in Educational Insti-
tutions are to be reserved
for the applicants belonging
to such Backward Classes.
Apart from this reservation
quota of 25%, do many stud-
ents from Backward Classes
secure admission in your
College on their merit with
high marks and grades?

From your experience, would
you say that the number of
such students increase from
yYear to year,

Among them, (students belong-
ing to Backward Classes but
who secure admission on merit
and not by reservation)
students from which Caste/
Castes are more in number?
Kindly name the castes in the
descending order. ‘

Iné the list of selected candi-
dates for the current academic
year, you would have noticed
that students from some castes
would not have secured admis—
sion in your College, but for
the reservation quota,

If your answer is Yes, kindly
name the caste/castes, students
from which would not have
secured admission in your
College but for the reserva-
tion of 25%

Yes [/ No [ 7

7

Yes. Some caste stud-
ents would not have

secured admission D

No. All those who

were selected would
have been selected
even without resper-

vation [—7

‘No. I did not go

through the selection

list from this angle Z::::7

(i)
(S.i?)
(iv

1.
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{ Part II1
PERFORMANCE OF STUDSENTS BELONGING TO BACKWARD CLASSES

What was the percentage of _
results in. your college in the. Course 'Part I' II ‘' IIIX

last University Bxamination
(March/April 1969).

P.U.C.
B.A.
B. Se,
B.Com,
M.A,
M.Sc,
M. Com.

Total

As an educationalist with

considerable experience and

special knowledge about the

social structure in our =

state, it must have interes- Yes Z::::7 No ’[::::7
ted you to observe as to how

the students from Backward

Classes fare in their

studins, in your College.

If your answer Yes, what
general opinions you have
formed about their perfor-
mance in studies (the answer
can be elaborate)

An analysis of results for Yes / _;7
last year must have obvi- N
00
ously revealed many causes
for failures in your college.

Barticular cause ~
could be located / ;

No. Such analysis was
made :

If your answer is Yes, would
you say that in the list of
failed candidates, the number
of students from Backward
Classes is high.

Yes [/ No [/

It is said that students from
Backward Classes, barring
exceptional cases, are slow
learners in general., Do you
agree with this view,

ves [T N /7

If your/answer to the.above
quespion is No, what is your
view of their progress and

pefformance (the answer can

be eiaborate)-
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8. If your answer is Yes, do you

agree that slow learning
among such students is due to

If it is due to mutable defi-
ciency, what in your considera-
tion is/are responsible for
this (you may mark one, more
than one or all if found rele-

vant. If the alternatives do
not exhaust the cause, you may
kindly give your own explana-
tion).

10. (i)(a) If you feel that envi-

rommental .dd¥ficiency

1s one of the major
causes, would vou sugs
gest that provision of
more hostel facilities
would go a long way in
removing the deficiency,.

(b) If no, what alternmative
would you suggest.

(ii)(a) If you say nutritional

deficiency is another
important cause would

you recommend a midday
meals scheme for stud-
ents from Backward Classes
(day scholars only).

(b) Would you recommend free
distribution of tonics,
multivitamin tablets
codliver oil, etc., to
such students to remove
nutritional deficiency.

(¢) You can make any other
workable suggestion (The

statement can be elaborate)

*Mutable deficiency

Immutable deficiency

Envi*onmental Defi-
ciency (the environ-
ment in which these
students live is not
quite conducive for
academic pursuits).

1000

Nutritional deficiency
(due to poor dieting,
mainly because of
poverty, such students
do not fully concen-
traﬂ%vc on studies).

Lack of special care

and attention

(with their inherited
slowness, they cannot
catch up unless special
care is bestowed on.them).

Yes D No D

Yoo [T N [T

Yes Z::::7

»The shade of difference between mutable and. immutable s in that
the former can be overcome and the latter cannot he ovéccome.
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(iii)(a) If you think that the

11.

mutable deficiency can be
rectified by means of
bestowing special atten-
tion on such students,

do you favour a special
coaching scheme for such
students in Colleges,.

Yes [::::7

(b) If your answer ie No,

what alternative would you
suggest (the answer can be
elaborate).

Teachers would

(c) 1f your answer is Yes,
up voluntarily

would teachers in your
College take up the work
with a spirit of service
or special remuneration
alone (in the form of

No {‘——Nz

take

Special remunera-

honorarium) would attract tion is required / /

service,

(d) Do you agree that extra-
energy and time of the
senior students can be
usefully channelised into
this scieme (for example Yeo [/
Post-Graduate students can
teach to P.U.C. and Degree
students).

(iv) Can you suggest any other
measures or scheme directed
towards improving the aca-
demic standard of slow
learners from Backward
Classes (the answer can be
elaborate).

Bven among students from differ- Yes L7
ent Backward Classes in your

College, students from some (i
caste/castes should be well up (ii
in their studies and score good (iii
marks compared to students from (iv
other Backward Classes. Can (V
you enumerate such of these (vi
castes.

No. [ ]

No / T 7



Part 1V
HOSTEL ACCOMMODATION

Is there a hostel attached to your  Yes [::::7
college. How many students it can .
accommodate.

Are you able to provide accommoda-
tion in the hostel for all those Yes [::::7
who apply from Backward Classes.

From among the applicants from
Backward Classes what would be the
percentage of rejection for want
of accommodation,

If the hostel accommodation is
disproportionately low compared to
the demand, in your College, how
much it would cost in financial
terms to build additional accommo~
dation on austere standards in
order to achieve a reasonable
balance between demand and require-
ment,

If your College is under private
management will you be able to
carry out the expansion without
Government financial assistance.

Yes Z::::7

If your answer is No, how much
financial assistance would you
require from the Government.

\ Part V
SCHOLARSHIPS, INCENTIVES AND OTHER AMENITIES
Do you think that the present rate
of scholarship amount to students
from Backward Classes adeguate,.
No
No

(i) Non-residential scholarship Yes

(ii) Residential scholarship Yes

If you consider the amount inade—
quate, how much increase would
you suggest.

(i) Non-residential scholarship

(ii) Residential scholarship

No [ 7

No. é::::7

No [::::7

il

3.
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It is commonly complained tpat
the scholarship money is being
misused by the reciepients.
What measures would you suggest
to plug this loophole and make
Government scholarships serve
the purpose for which they are
intended.

(i) Can the money be paid to
the parents or to the
College and hostel autho-
rities for direct appro-
priation.

(ii) It is also alleged that
scholarships are obtained
by production of Certifia. =
cates falsifying caste as
well as income., Is this
abuse extensive,

(iii) What methods you would

suggest to stop such abuse.

Do you think that instead of an
uniform amount (as at present)
being paid as scholarships (both
residential and non-residential)
& graded scheme in which the
actual amount would be determined
on the proven ability of the
students would act as a deterrant
on the indifferent and as an
incentive to the promising
students,

If your answer is Yes, what
should be the criteria for
determining the quantum of
scholarships (you can mark one,
more than one and all the boxes
if found relevant, If the list
is not exhaustive in your congi-
deration, you may add any consi-
deration relevant from your
point of view),

To encourage better performance
among the students from Bgck—
ward Classes, What other incen-
tive measures would you suggest
(the answer can be elaborate).

Yes )/

Marks and Grades
scored by the stu-
dents in the Uni-
versity examina-
tion

Marks scored by them
in the College
examination

Attendance put in by
the students

General behaviour bf
the students

Outstanding perfor-
mance in extracur—
ricular activities

No [ 7

1010

R
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7. Now education is free upto P.U,C,

level. Fees are collected only
from students at Graduate and
Post-Graduate level. fven among
them, students from Backward
Classes, Scheduled Castes and
Tribes are entitled for scholar—
ship both from the State or from
Central Government. Besides there
are merit scholarships and loan
scholarships, Therdfore, virtu-
ally, very few students pay
college fees, If education is
made free at all levels even those
few who are left out will be bene-
fitted., Do you subscribe to this
view and advocate abolition of
fees at all levels, J

There is a view, that if selective
admission is made to Colleges, the
quality of education and general
discipline in Colleges would
improve., Do you agree with this
view,

If selective admission is to be
made what formula would you suggest
without prejudicing the interests
of the students from Backward
Classes, Scheduled Castes and
Tribes (the answer can be ela-
borate),

Yes [ 7

Yes [/

No [ 7
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Appendix 4

EDUCATIONAL PARTICULARS

Number of students in different courses

Sl.

! I I ' III* 1V
No,
1 Total for all classes 1,91,853 1,089 NA NA
2 Total for Backward
Classes as a whole Numb er 63,952 436 529 2,857
(Backward Classes
and Most Backward Percentage 33.3 40.0 - -
Classes together)
. 3 Share of Backward
Classes only (other
than Most Backward Number 51,849 395 471 2,518
Classes) in the
total for Backward Percentage 81.1 90.6 89,0 88.1
Classes as a whole
4 Share of Most Back-
ward Classes only
(other than Backward Number 12,108 4l 58 339
Classes) in the
total for Backward Percentage 18.9 9.4 11.0 11.9
Classes as a whole.
NA: Not Available
I; Number of students who appeared for S.S,L.C. Examination
in March 1970,
II; Number of students selected for admission into Bngineer-
ing Colleges in July 1970,
ITI: Number of students studying in Ist Year M.B.B.S. Class
in all Medical Colleges (except Christian Medidal
College, Velloreiduring 1969-70).
IV. Number of students studying in Medical Colleges in all

classes (except Christian Medical College, Vellore)
during 1969-70.
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EDUCATIONAL PARTICULARS

Number of students in different courses

S.No.! Caste I ' 11 ' 111 '* 1
1 Aganudayan }
2 Thuluva Vellala % 5,755 47 83 46!
3 Ambalakaran 374 1 - H
4 Andipandaram (Jangam) 417 1 1 1(
5  Dadaga 894 2 8 2
6 Bestha, Siviar 10 — e ]
7 Bhatra ju _— _ 1 1
8 Billava —_— - - 1
9 Bondil 62 —_ 1 g

10 Boya, 0dde 348 3 — £
11 Dasari 7 - 1 ¢
12 Devanga, Sedan 1,817 28 37 174
13 Dommara 1 - — -
14 Dudekula — _ _ -
15 Enadi - —_— - -
16 Eravallar e - -
17 Gangavars 10 — - -
18 Gavara 2,152 18 17 12¢
13 Gowda 201 1 2 g
20 Gramani, Shanan, Nadar 6,402 51 53 262
21 Hegde —_— e e e
22 Idiga including Setti Balija 381 - 3 26
23 Illuvan, Ezhuvawn, Illathar 809 1 4 12
24 Isaivellalar or Melakkarar 250 2 3. 21
25 Jambavanodai — —_— - -
26 Jhetty 20 - —_ 1
27 Jogi 4 — s 1
28 Kabbora _— 1 —_— —_—
29 Kadupattan _— - -_ -
30 Kaikolan (Sengunthar) 3,836 32 43 286

31 Kalingi -— -- - -

32 Kallar 3,047 4 16 92

33 Kammalar 2,723 22 8 59

34 Kani or Kanisu, Kaniyar Paniclkar 21 - - -

35 Kannadiyar 1 3 2 5

36 Katesan or Pattamkatti - - o—— -

37 Kavuthian 3 - —_ -

38 Kerala Mudalia - - - -

39 Kharvi 5 - - -

40 Khatri 5 1 - 1

41 Kongu Chettiar 35 —_ 1 i0

42 Koppalavelamas — - —_ _

43 Koteyar S — —_ —_—

44 Kulala 685 3 2 16

45 Kunnuvar Mannadi 7 - 1 2

46 Kuruba, Kurumba 2 2 - 10

47 Kuruhihi Chetty - = —_— -—

48 Labbaj 2,495 25 52 262

49 Lambadies 3 — — —

50 Maharatta (Non-Brahmin) 211 3 1 11

51  Mappilla 3 - 1 3

52 Maravar 1,793 6 12 55
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EDUCATIONAL PARTICULARS--cont,

Number of students in different courses——cont.

Caste I "I ' III ' IV
Maruthuvar 1,396 4 4 39
Moniagar 13 — 1 1
Moundadan Chetty - - - -
Muduga, Medava, Mahendra hedavar 90 - - 2
Mukkuvan 159 - —— ——
Muthuraja or Muthiriyan 623 1 —— ——
Mutlakampatti — — — -
Nagaram 149 1 2 11
Narikoravan - o -— -
Nokkar 2 - — —
Odiya — - - -
Pamulu - — — —
Pannayar or Pannaiyar 3 - - —
Paravans 142 1 - —
Paravan Christian -— - 1 1
‘Parkavakulam 900 10 5 27
Parvatha Rajakulam 448 1 2 6
Perike, Perike Balija _ - -2 3
Poraya - - —— -
Pulluvan 4 - —— —_—
Punnan Vettuva Gounder 1 - —_— -
Pusala — — — —
Rajpuri 11 —_ —_—
Reddi (Ganjam) 170 4 3 29
Sadhu Chetty 1,026 13 16 78
Saliyan 507 11 7 36
Sathatha Srivaishnava 105 2 1 6
Senaithalaivar 400 2 3 25
Sourashtra 1,485 35 16 76
Sozhia Chetty 37 — 1 4
Srisayana _— —_— —_—
Telupathy Chetty Included in item No
Thiyyas - 1 - -
Thogata Veera Kshatriya T —_— _—
Tholuva Naicken & Vettaikara
Naiclken 70 2 - 1 4
Thoraiyan 8 - —_ _—
Thottia Naicker 48 —_— —_— —_—
Tondaman 29 — — _
Uppara 27 2 S —
Urali Goundan 131 2 4 12
Vadugan ' 2,066 17 31 149
" Valaiyan 332 _— - 2
Valmiki 90 —— - 1
Vaniyar 5,367 9 3 11
Vannan 835 — — 1
Vanniakula Kshatriya 6,301 19 39 187
Vettaikaran 6 —_— —_— —_—
- Vettuva Gounder 110 - —_ 3
Virakodi Vellala 1,216 4 7 44
Vokkaliga 640 3 3 32
Wynad Chetty 20 - - —

AT
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EDUCATIONAL PARTICULARS--cont.

Number of students in different courses——cont,

S.No.!' Caste I IT ' III v
104 Yadava 3,350 15 22 85
105 Yogeeswaran 10 _ _ —_
106 Araya _ —_ —_— -
107 Chetties 236  — _— 2
108 C.S.1I. & S.1.U,C, e 1 1 18
109 Ezhavathy —— e — —
110 Ezhuthacchan 1 _— _ —_—
111 Krishnavaka 143 S — 1
112 Latin Catholics _ —_ —_ 1
113 4 Pattriyars or Pattariar — _ _ _
114 Vecrasaivas 23 —_— ——— 1
115 Velans 1 - _ _
116 Veluthedathu Nairs — — mem ——
117 Vilakkathala Nairs 1 _ —_— —
118 Other Backward Classes 65 19 1 - 21
119 Converts to Christianity from
Scheduled Castes 36y. — - _
Total 64,313 436 529 2,857

I No.
in March 19:/0,

II Numwber of students selected for admission into Bngineer-

ing Colleges in July 1970,

II1 Number of students studying in I Year M.B.B.S. Class in
all Medical Colleges (except Christian Medical College,

Vellore) during 1969-70.

of students who appeared for S.S.L,C., Examination @

IV Number of students studying in Medical Colleges in all
classes (except Christian Medical College, Vellore)

during 1969-70.
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Agpendix 5
'NUMBER oF APPLICATIBNS RECEIVED FOR ADIISSION INTO

MEDICAL COLLEGES 1970.

' M.B!B.S.
S1. B.Phar-
No. 004 104 005 acy
’ quota quota
1 Total number of applications 7,062 729 404 753
received from all Classes
2 Applications received
from Backward Classes ' :
as a whole (Backward Number 3,514 383 202 4017
Classes and Mnst . ‘ : "
Backward Classes to- Percentage 49.8 52.5 50.0 54.1.
gether) .
3 Share of Backward
- Classes only (other . 4
than Most Backward Number | 3,069 345 183 368
Classes) in the : . ’
total for Backward Fercentage 87.3 90.1 90.6 90.4 .
Classes as a whole .
4 Share of Mgst Back-
ward Classes only .
(other than Back- Number 445 38 19 39
ward Classes) in thel p..  ontage 127 9.9 9.4 o0.6.

-total for Backward
Classes as a whole>

A

-
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-

NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROA BACKWARD CLASSES FOR
ADMISSION INTO uEDICAL COLLEGES 1970..

& ey
2
PR

- NUMBER OF APPLICATICNS-RECEIVED FROi BACKWARD CLASSES FOR
ADMISSION INTO WMEDICAL Co YLLEGES 1°70~§cont,

M.B.B.S,

M.B.B.S. 51 | , o
Caste B.D.S. B.Pharm. N ’ Caste: - — B.D.S. B.Pharm
90% 10% Q- - 90% 10% -
1 Agamudaiyan - 373 27 28 39 51 Reddi (Ganjam) 30, 2 3 2
2 Thuluva Vellala 77 4 — 9 52 Sadhu Chetty 75 12 3 10
3 Ambalakaran 13 1 — — 53 "Saliyan 55 2 3 7
4 Andipandram (Jancam) 22 1 1 3 , 54 Thogattaveera Kshatriya _— 1 —
5. Badaga 48 —— 2 —_ 55 Sathatha Srivaishnava 10 1 —— —
6 Bestha, Siviar 1 1 - D — + 56 Senaithalaivan 18 3 1 7
7 BhatraJu 8 —— am - 57 Sourashtra 109 19 11 48
8 DBillava ) R— —_ - 58 Sozhia Chetty 10 — - 1
9 Bondil 4 - —_ -1 59 Telupathy Chetty (including in item No.7
10/ Boya, 0dde 9 1 - 2 - 60 Thiyyas 8 1 - 1
11 Dasari . 5 e - - ’ 61  Tholuva Naicker and Vettaikara -
12 Devanga 174 - 23 11 15 Naicker 13 . 1 1
13 Gavara 164 21 = 17 .13 62 Tohdaman 1 — —-— —
14 Gowda 12 - - 2 63 Uppara. , 1 — —_— -
15, Gramani, Shanan, Nadar 359 61 15 34 64 7TUrali Geundan 3 1 - ——
16 Idiga 1nclud1ng Setti BﬂllJa . 30 3 4 5 o 65 Vadugan 124 15 8 27
17 Illuvan, Ezhuvan, Illathar 15 3 r * 66 Valaiyan ‘ 4 — - —_—
18 Isalvellalar or Melakkarar 22 1 -- - 67 Vaniyar 107 2 9 14
19 Jambuvano dai : ’ _— - - 68 Vannan 10 —— 1 3
20, Jetty 1 = - - ’ 69 Vanniakula Kshatriya 217 24 9 19
2l Jogi 2 - - - 70 Vettuva Gounder 8 1 1 —
22 Kabbora 1l - - - 71 Virakodi Vellala 49 6 1 4
23 Kadupattan 1 - - e 72 Vokkaliga 35 1 4 3
24 Kaikolan (Sengunthar). 305 23 20 30 73 * Yadava, Mondgolla 108 11 [ 10
25, Kallar 107 9 1 3 74 Yogeeswaran 2 - - 1
26  Kammalan 59 4 2 10 : 75 C.S.I. & S.1.U.C, - .
27 Kani or Ranisu, Kaniyar Panikkar ‘ _-—— = — - 76 Krishnavaka 3 2 —— 1
28 Kannadiyan C 15 1 - 2 77 Latin Catholies 11 2 —— —_—
29 Katesan or Pattamkatti 1 - - - 78 Converts to Christianity from -
30 Khathri . 1 - - - © Scheduled Castes 30 3 2 1
31 Kongu Chettiar 5 1 - 1 79 Other Backward Classes 9 2 ..
32 Koppalavelama 1 - — - - :
gi gﬁf:{:r 22 ; 1 p) - Total number of applicahions.received o
35 Kuruba, Jurumba 3 1 1 from Backward Classes as a whole 3514 383 202 407
N S | Mmoot appticutions secetvea trom
38 Mappilla 4 1 — . ‘ Scyeduled Castes and Scheduled ) o
39 Maravar 68 13 1 2 L A - Tribes _ 5%4 9 25 \16
22' ﬁii?:gzzaf .33 _E _f _f Number of applications received from e
42 lMukkuvan . 1 - _— __ others 1nc1ud1ng forward classes 3004 337 177 - 330
43 Muthuraja or Muthiriyar - fg 3 1 1 . Total number of appllcatlons rece1ved S,
44 Nagaran T ¢ . . ‘from all cases 7062 729 404 . 753
45. Paravans 3 — — C— .
46 Parkavakulam 37 4 1 4 - )
47 Parvatharajakulam - 16 - - 1 ) _ -
48 Perike, Perike Bali ja 5 — 4 - 3. }: o
49 Poraya . . - 1 - e A
50 Rajpuri - - 1 - -
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Apgendix 6~—cont.
EMPLOYMENT ©PARTICULAR S——cont,

Secretariat (All Departments)--cont.

Appendix 6

EMPLOYMENT PARTICULARS

Secretariat (All Departments)
) | NUMBER RMPLOYED--cont.

.. NUMBER RMPLOYED - L
' Non-gazetted ' Gazetted

_ ' Non-gazetted ' Gazetted S1. Caste | - —_
Sl Caste Tni T -  No. ' . ;Kn;:r Asst. Supdt. g:2t° Secy. IAS
No. ‘ TURIOr ) ost. Supdt. A%%t secy. I | ) sst. | y
' sst, ’ Secy. .
1 Agamudayan - 34 28 19 2  J— iz ggﬁf;iiga : - 12 5 S ~-
2 Thuluva Vellala ’ 22 22 18 1 1 - 45 Vannan ) = - ] - — —
2 iﬁﬁ?liﬁﬁziﬁm (Jangam) _1 i - - - T 46 Vanniakula Kshatria 17 39 11 1 -— 1
5 Bondgl g _ o _ — — 47 Virakodi Vellala . - 7 —_— - - —
6 Boya and Odde - _— 1 — e . :g gaga¥a,&Mgng gOEIa 10 18 ? — i, "
'; E:ZZ?fa’ Sedan § 12 3 T 1 50 Latin Catholics . 1 2 ¢ em e e -
9 Gowda — 2 — — — — g; ggft;;i{;ri o; ?&ttarlar —_ -I 1 — — —
. \ ’ : f llakkathala Nair - | —_— — — -
'ig' gﬁ?mznigcf§3§in’sfiiir 20 18 10 1 T - 53 Converts to Christianity , .
Bfli-a g 7 4 1 a- -— — from Scheduled Castes 8 4 - 2 — - _—
12 Illuvag, Ezhuvan Illathar 1 2 - i - 54 Other Backward Classes 12 22 6 —_ - —
13 Isaivellalar or Melakarar ‘ 1 1 2 1 - - - .
14 EKaikolan (Senguntbax) 10 21 * 10 4 - — . Total 237 383 140 91 10 5
.15 Kallar . ‘ 6 15 5 — 1 -— :
16 Kammalan - 10 11 10 - _ —_—
17 Kania or Kanisu, Kaniyar
Panikkar —_ _— 1 - - —_—
18 Kannadiyan , . _— 3 1 —_— — -
19 Kulala ’ 1 —_— 1 _— . em —
20 Labbai ) 16 35 16 1 2 ~%
21" Mahratta (Non-Brahmin) 4 5 _— - — -—
22: Mappilla _— 1 1 —_— —_— —_
23 Maravar 3 i1 3 1 1 - —
24 Maruthuvar 1 5 1 -~ - _
25 Muthuraja, Muthiriyar 3 2 1 —~ - -
26 Nagaram v 2 - 2 —— S _— —
27 Paravan Christian 2 - _— -— _— _—
28 Parkavakulam —_— 4 1 — —_— -—
29> Parvathara jakulam 4 1 - - -= -
30 ° Rajpuri _— 1 )
3% Reddi (Ganjam) 1 5 W
32 Sadhu Chetty 4 6 2 - _ —_
33 Saliyan ) 3 9 2 — -_— -
34 BSathatha Srivaishnava 1 3 — - - —
35 Senaithalaivan 1 1 L_/_ —_— —_— —
36 Sourashtra 9 19 17 - —_— __
37 Sozhia Chetty 1 _— - - — —
38 Thiyyas 2 1 B N
39 Thondaman - 1 - — — —_
40 Thottia Naicken 2 —_— — A - _—
41 ' Urali Goundan “ 1 - — _— — _
42 Vadugan 4 7 5 2 - —
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Appendix 7 Appendix 7-——cont.

EMPLOYMENT PARTICULARS EMPLOYMENT PARTICULARS-~cont.

" Heads of Departments (36 Departments)

\ Heads of Departments (36 Departments)--cont.

NUMPER EMPLOYED NUMBER EMPLOYED-~-cont,

' ' Non~Ga ' Gazetted )
Non-Gazetted zente . ' . Non-Gazetted ‘ ' Gazetted
S1, Above -
Caste Jr. , Dy. 4 Dy - S1, Above
No., : Agg, Asst. Swpdt, noun Tidr, 7. DRO - Bs. No. Caste IT. psst. supdt, 00 Tldr. .2¥° DRO R
Grade Grade Grade Grade ﬂ de Grade Grade 1,000 : Asst. rade G d° Tldr. G d° Colr. S
' g . Grade Grade Grade Grade . .. Grade . .. Grade 1,000
: 7 ‘ Grade
1 .Agamudaiyan - 742 503 . 865 82 28 18 7 4 . ,
> Thuluva Vellala 251 254 132 56 21 15 18 4 36 Mappilla 3 14 4 1 2 - 1
3 Ambalakaran . 37 24 4 2 S — 37 Maravar 371 199 108 29 8 15 5 1
4 Andipandaram 56 42 21 7 2 - — - 38  Maruthuvar 27 75 50 6 3 2 ~— e
(Jangam) ' 39 Moniagar 4 _— - _— - _— _— _—
' 5 Badaga 21 39 52 o 11 1 - - 40  Muduga, Medava, - 1 3 R
6 Bestha, Siviar 3 4 2 - —_— - - - Mahendra Medavas
7 Billava L . 1 . L L __ . o 41 Mukkuvag 5 —_— 1 — — —_ — —
8 Bondil 5 5. 4 - 1 1 - - 42 Muthuraja, 55, 32 19 9 2 - e e
9 Boya and Odde 25 9 8 2 2 -  — Muthiriyar
100 D,sari . , s 1 2 — —_— — — — 43 Nagaram 15’ 14 7 3 2 _ e —
11 Devanga, Sedan 121 143 84 32 16 8 2 - 44 Odiya o= - 2 - - e -
12 Gangavara ' 1 1 _— _ — - - - 45 Pannayar or - a - 1 ~= - - o
13 Gavara 386 288 171 24 15 14 2 - Pannaiyar
14 Gowda i 1L 20 11 2 em == 46 Paravan 0 3 5 1 - S
15 Gramani, Shanan, 532 238 205 80 42 20 6 2 47 Paravan Christian 4 - 1l - = e -
Nadar Lot ) , : 48 Parkavakulam 93 101 §2 19 : 1 — -—
16 Hedge o 1 - . — _ — — 49 Parvatharajakulam 25 18 13 3 2 — — -
17 Idiga including 20 37 22 8 1 1 - - 50 Perike, Perike - = = 4 - = - -
Setti Balija ) 5 BdiiJa
18 Illuvan, Ezhuwan 65 28 28 11 - - =7 77 1 Pulluvan 1 - I B
Illatha'r, ';/ 82 P“s.alﬂ l 1 1 - - —— — —
19 Isaivelial 24 23 19 5 1 - - - 83 Rajpuri ° 6 5 3 1 - — _— _—
; ¥Me1akk§?ai¥ or 54 Reddi (Ganjam) 34 20 12 8 1 5 T,
20 Jhetty ) B 9 1 4 _— -~ ~ - 53 Spdhu Chetty 70 73 56 21 2 — — —
21 Jogi- , S O 1 - - 56 Saliyan 48 42 39 17 2 e - -
22 Kaikolan (Sen— 343 264 270 58 25 17 9 1 57 Sathatha Sri- 13 12 9 1 3 1, - —
' gunthar), ' | vaishnava |
293 Kallar 283 307 152 57 10 12 1 — 58 Senaithalaivan 38 26 27 14 4 1 1 ——
24 Kammalan 369 359 148 43 19 7 1 — 59 Sourashira 146 149 44 27 1 10 98 -
25, Kani or Kanisu, 12 5 1 - ~= - - - .80  Sozhia Chetty 13 18 4 2 — - -— —
96 Kennadiyan | .23 18 8 — —_— —-— —_— —_— 62 Thoga?a Veera- —_— — 3 1 — —_— —— —
27 Kerala Mudali. 1 1 1 - - - - - shatriys . - :
58 Khatri - T e 2 e e mm e fa Tholuva Naicken 26 17 11 2 : JUR U
29 - Kongu Chettiar 2 2 3 2 1 = == - ;n? Xetta1kara ( NP
’ teyar- 1 1 P — —— _— —_— — . Naicken ‘ o
gg §:1:{a | g 44 47 8 5 1 - - 64 Thondaman 10 5 9 L e e
nadi 1 1 — — — — _— — "65 Thoraiyan 2 - - - - e - —
gg ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁarxﬁiﬁmba 8 11 4 - = 1 - - 66 Thottia Naicken - 1 13 17— -
[ K N . _— - . . -
34 Labbai 208 223 126 50 16 13 3 1 - 67 Uppggac e LI qg 8-
35 ' Mahratta (Non_ - 39 16 16 ‘ 9 —— 1 — — . 38_ Urali .ounden 4 i 3 ‘ 1 4
» hmin) : : 69 Vadugan . 186 - 196 - 135 .25 14
Brabmin, , 70 Vakkeliga 24 8 20 2 -

’

.,
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Avnendix 8

EMPLOYMENT PARTILCULARS

COLLECTORATES
(A1l except Thanjavur and Tirunelveli)

NUMB SR EMPLOYED

! Non-Gazetted ! Gazetted
S1 : '
‘ Caste . Above
No., AVE Aast. Swdt, ,0Y: Tidr. 2Y:  DRO  Rs.
° Grade Grade Tldr. Grade Colr, Grade 1
Grade ‘ Grade Grade o0 , 000
Grade
71 Valiyan ; 5 4 — — — — -
72 Valmiki : 2 - = .
73 Vaniyar 136 92 79 23 3 I - 1 —_—
;g' gannénk . 54 40 21 13 3 1 1 -
anniakula . .. 911 '
Kopmaal 24 677 334 78 22 6 6 1
76 Vettaikaran R, 1 — — — — -
77 Vettuva Gounder 20 16 5 1 — - — -
|;g gigakodi Vellala 158 118 48 14 4 —-— -g -
adava, Mond ¢ »
Golry ,A . 376 284 182 51 19 }0 4 -
80 Yogeeswaran — 1 - _ —— —_ -
8l Araya S 1 — —_ —_— — :: ——
82 Chettis - 1 1 —_— _— 1 —_— ~e
83 C.S.I. & s.1I.U.C. — 4 5 2  — 1 1 —
84 Bzhuthachan 2 —_— —_— _— — — — —
85 Krishnavaka 1 2 - 1 — — — -
86 Latin Catholics 6 2 4 1 - - - -
87 Pattariyars or — 2 - - — - - -
Pattariar .
88 Veerasaivas 1 i —_ 4 — — — -
89 Velans e — —_— 1 —— — — ted
90 Villakkathala ~— 10 1 e e e e
Nairs ' . oo -
91 Converts to 187 25 18 5 1 1 1 -
Christianity from
Scheduled Castes ' .
92 Other Backward 279 215 300 32 24 4 1 -
Classges ‘
Total 7321 5467 4065 981 - 366 201 84 16

! Non-Gazetted ! Gazetted
Sl
’ Caste
No. . Dy. Dy.
LDC UDC gyq, Tldre g3y, DRO IAS
1 Agamudayan 143 67 31 11 — —
2 Thuluva Vellala 129 61 25 12 — _— —
3 Ambalakaran 7 7 1 —_— — —
4 Andipandaram (Jangam) 8 4 - _— 1 — m
5 DBadaga 18 12 4 1 — _—
6 Billava —_—— e - 1 —_— —
7 Boya and Odde 8 —= = — — —_— -
8 Devanga, Sedan 57 38 11 3 1 -— -
9 Gavara 37 53 21 4 1 e
10 Gowda 6 4 9 —— . e
11 Bondil — 1 — — _— T
12 Gramani, Shanan, Nadar 115 63 16 14 1 1 -
13 Idiga including Setti Balija 3 1 - — —- — -
14 Illuvan, Ezhuvan, Illathar 17 4 1 - —— _— -
15 Isaivellalar or Melakkarar 4 1 — 1 —_— e
16 Jogi — 1 — e _
17 Kadupattan — 1 — —_ _— —
18 Kaikolan (Sengunthar) 128 82 30 11 2 -
19 Kallar 34 22 2 1 3 ——
20 Kammalan 88 41 25 3 1 T
21 Kaniar or Kanisu, Kaniyar 1 1 — - —— — —
Panikkar
22 Kabbora 7 6 — - —_— — -
23 Kannadiyan 12 4 1 — —
24 Kerala Mudali 4 1 — comm — e ..
25 Kongu Chettiar —— 1 e — o o
26 Kulala 8 2 4 — - - -
97 Kuruba, Kurumba 1 3 — - - s oo
28 Labbai ~36 33 14 5 N — e
99 Mahratta (Non-Brahmin) — 2 - - 1 e em
30 Mappilla 5 ; SR e e —
31 Maravar 85 62 11 5 1 —— s
32 Maruthuvar 8 4 3 _— — _—— e
33 Moniagar 1 - - — — — e
34 Moundadan Chetty 1 1 — — —_— —
35 Muthuraja or Muthiriyar 11 5 ~ 1 — ——
36 Nagaram 1 3 — — — — -
37 Paravan Christian — 1 - — - — -
38 Parkavakulam 17 10 2 - 1 o
39 Parvatharajakulam 8 3 3 1 — —_— g
40 Rajpuri 2 1 —— — — —— —
41 Reddi (Ganjam) 7 4 - -_ -— —
42 Sadhu Chetty 9 12 - 1 —— - -
43 Saliyan 9 11 1 1 -~ - e
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Appendix 9

EMPLOYMENT PARTICULARS

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

NUMBER EMPLOYED
(Collegiate teaching staff only)

ii“ Caste 5 Gazetted
’ LDC UDC . Y° Dy,
Tidr. T2dr. o 71, DRO Ias
44 Sathatha Srivaishnava 3 2 .
45 Senaithalaivap 3 4 1 - —_— _—
46 Sourashtra 63 23 11 1 —_— —
47 Sozhia Chetty . 13 5 - 1 - _—— e
48 Thiyyas 4 1 L - - —_—
49 Tholuva Naicken and Vettai- 4 2 1 - -= —_— e
kara Naicken - — _—
50 Thottia Naicken 3 1 _
51 Uppara 1 - - - - _— e
52 Urali Goundan 3 o __ - - —_—
53 Vadugan - - —_— _—
54 Vakkaliga 5% a1 1o 3 4
55 Valaiyan 1 1 - - _ —
56 Vaniyar 28 14 _g - — —
57 Vanniakula Kshatriya 227 89 85 1 2 -
58 Virakodi Vellala 5 28 1y 2 2 -
59 Vannan 12 3 1 9 - _— e
60 Yadava, Mond Golla 102 46 o 2 |
61 Chettis 5 5 0 6 o __ __
62 Krishnavaka 6 1 e - _ _— e
63 Vilakkathala Nairs ) 1 1 - - R —
64 Converts to Christianity 11 10 - - — —
from Scheduled Castes - - - _—
65 Other Backward Classes 190 98 6
—— l _ —
Total for Backward Classes
as a whole 1818 1004 312 112 54
Total for all classes 3795 1942 76

Non-Gazetted uaz
Si. Caste Tutors Assistant , .
No. and Profes— roles
others sors sors
1 Agamudaiyan 23 29 16 L
2 Thuluva Vellala 11 36 3 2
3 Andipandaram (Jangam) 1 2 1 __
4 DBadaga 1 5 _ L
5 Bhatraju — 1 L L
6 Bondil _ 1 — L
7. Boya and Odde —_ 3 L __
8 Devanga, Sedan 13 15 9 L
9 Gavara 15 15 9 L
10 Gowda o 1 o L
11 Gramani, Shanan, Nadar 12 22 6 _
12 Idige including Setti Balija 1 1 — .
13 1Illuvan, Ezhuvan, Illathar —_— 1 _ -
14 1Isaivellalar or Melakkarar 5 — 1 _
15 Jhetty - 1 - _—
16 Kaikolan ~ (Sengunthar) 21 39 8 5
17 Kallar 19 16 3 o
18 Kammalan 15 9 L .
19 Kulala — 3 L L
20 Labbai 12 12 4 .
5] Mahratta (Non-Brahmin) — 5 - -
22 Mappilla - 3 — -
23 Maravar —_ 8 L _
94 Maruthuvar p) 1 - -
25 Muduga, Medara, Mahendra Medavar 1 — i L
26 Muthuraja, Muthiriyar 4 3 __ .
27 Nagaram _ 2 1 L
28 Parkavakulam 3 11 - 1
29 Parvatharajakulam ) 5 9 -
30 Sadhu Chetty 3 5 L _
31 Saliyan 4 1 . __
32 Sathatha Srivaishnava 1 9 __ -
33 Senaithalaivan — 9 _ _
34 Sourashtra 7 10 L _
35 Sozhia Chetty . 1 - .
36 Vadugan 10 15 4 -
37 Vannan o 4 __ .
38 Vakkaliga 2 3 o L
39 Vaniyar 8 10. 2, .
40 Vanniakula Kshatriya 41 47 7 1.
41 Vettuva. Gounder - 1 _ -
42 Virakodi Vellala 1 18 _ -
43 Yadava, Mond Golla 8 11 9 1
44 Krishnavaka - 1 - -
Other Backward Classes 1 7 1 1




2956

Appendix 10

NUMBER UF APPLICATIONS RECEIVHED BY TAMIL NADU PUBLIC SERVICE
' COMMISSIUN FOR GROUP-I SERVICES (1965-69)
s1, Year
No.
1965 1966 1967 1968 1969
1 Total number of applicgtions 503 613 209 873 N4
from all classes,
2 Applications received from (No.) 369 401 169 596 418
Backward Classecs as a
whole.
Percentage 73.4 65.4 80.9 68.3 NA
3 Share of Most Backward (No.) 56 59 31 97 63
Clagses only in the
total number received
from Backward Classes.
Percentage 15.2 14,7 18.3 16.3 15,1

NA - Not availabie.

287

COMMISSION FOR GROUP-I SERVICSES (1965-69)

NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY TAMIL NADU PUBLIC SERVICE

S1. Year
Caste
No. 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969
1 Agamudaiyan 21 18 8 30 30
2 Thuluva Vellala 20 19 8 29 25
3 Ambalakaran 4 - - 1 1
4 Andipandaram (Jangam) 2 1 2 5 2
5 Badaga 3 7 2 6 2
6 Bestha, Siviar 1 - — - —_—
7 - Bondil - 1 - 1 2
8 DBoya and 0Odde 1 1 1 5 1
9 Devanga, Sedan 10 13 3 19 11
10 Gavara 14 12 7 25 18
11 Gowda 2 5 2 6 5
12 Gramani, Shanan, Nadar 34 42 17 51 31
13 Indiga including Setti Balija 2 4 —-— 3 3
14 Illuvan, Egzuvan Illathar - 1 -_— 2 2
15 Isaivellalar or Melakkarar 2 3 1 1 5
16 Jgqgi - — - —_— 1
17 Kaikolan (Sengunthar) 21 23 9 39 25
18 Kallar 22 23 13 34 22
19 Kammalan 6 R J— 12 5
20 Kannadiyan — - —— — 1
21 Kerala Mudali —_— - - —_ 1
22 Kongu Chettiar — 1 —_ —_ .
23 Koppalavelawas - 1 - 1 —
24 Kulala 3 - 1 3 2
25 Kuruba, Kurumba 1 2 - 1 1
26 Labbai 29 30 12 46 24
27 Mahratta (Non-brahmin) 3 4 1 4 2
28 Maravar 18 21 8 35 25
29 Maruthuvar 3 3 3 4 2
30 Moniagar - 1 - - 1
31 Muthuraja or Muthiriyar 4 1 1 —— 1
32 Nagaram 1 3 3 3 —
33 Paravan Christian - — —_ 1 —
34 Parkavakulam 8 6 6 10 15
35 Parvatha Rajakulam 2 2 1 4 1
36 Rajpuri - 1 - —— —
37 Reddi (Ganjam) 2 7 3 8 6
38 Sadhu Chetty 9 12 3 10 6
39 Saliyan 2 4 - 1 2
40 Sathatha Srivaishnava - 1 —_ 1 2
41 Senaithalaivan 3 2 2 7 3
42 Sourashtra 5 5 4 5 4
43 Sozhia Chetty —-— —_ - 3 —_—
44 Tholuva Naicken and Vettaik- - 2 - 3 —
kara Najcken
45 Thondaman — — - 2 1
46 Thottia Naicken 1 —_ —_— — 1
47 Uppara — - J— 2 -
48 Urali Goundan - — - - 1.
49 Vadugan 25 25 9 22 15
50 Vakkaliga 6 9 - 6
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NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS RECELVED BY TAMIL NADU PUBLIC SERVICE Appendix 11
COMMISSION FOR GROUP-1 SERVICES (1965-69)--cont,

NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS RECEIVED BY TAMIL NADU PUBLIC SERVICSA
COMMISSION FOR GROUP~II SERVICES (1965-69)

Year
Sl., Caste
No. 1965 1966 1967 1968 1¢ S1 : Year
No. 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969
51 Valigan 1 1 1 1
52 Vaniyar 4 2 3 5 1 3 .
53 Vannan 1 4 1 1 1 Total number of applications 1,349 1,816 1,234 1,936 2,730
54 Vanniakula Kshatriya 31 35 20 60 < from all castes. :
55 Vettuva Gounder 3 5 1 3 5 Avolicati
56 Virakodi Vellala 9 10 2 13 1 ppiieations ? Number 929 1,202 833 1,291 1,796
57 Yadava, Mond Golla 17 14 5 40 1 gecﬁlveg fiom
58 C.S.I. & S.I.U.C. 7 5 3 9 ac Wa; 1C @S8€31 percentage 68.9 66.2 67.5 66.7 65.8
59 Krishnavaka — 1 1 - - as a whole
60 Latin Catholics — 1 — 1
61 Converts to Christianity 2 2 1 2 3 Share of Most
from Scheduled Castes. ?ackward Classes
62 Other Backward Classes 4 3 1 4 1 in the total Number 127 172 130 184 239
number received :
Total 369 401 169 506 41 from Backward Percentage 13.7 14,3 15.6 14.3 13.3
' Clagses as a
whole
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NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS ARCEIVED BY TAMIL NADU PUBLIC SERVICH

COMMISSION FOR GROUP-II SERVICES (1965&69)

Year
S1. Caste
No. 19065 1966 1967 1968 1969
1 Agamudaiyan 54 67 57 96 1110
2 Thuluva Vellala 36 42 28 40 57
3 Ambalakaran 4 10 4 6 7
4 Andipandaram (Jangam) 3 5 4 4 ‘1
5 Badaga 15 13 11 23 38
6 DBestha, Siviar — — — — 1
7 Bhatraju —— — — - 1
8 DBillava —~— —_— — — 1
9 Bondil — 1 3 4 4
10 Boya and Odde — 1 1 4 2
11 Devanga, Sedan 22 34 21 36 47
12 DPudekula —_— 1 — - -
13 Enadi — — 1 —— —
14 Gangavars 1 1 1 1 2
15 Gavara 39 49 31 38 59
18 Gowda 8 9 9 9 8
17 Gramani, Shanan, Nadar 80 101 55 135 183
18 Idiga including Setti Balija 2 2 3 2 5
19 1Illuvan, Ezhuvan, Illathar 3 8 4 9 13
20 Isai Vellalar or Melakkarar 5 8 3 6 9
21  Jhetty 2 — - —_— i
22 Jogi 2 1 2 2 2
23 Kaikolan (Sengunthar) 51 69 47 69 91
24 Kalingi — _— _— 1 —_—
25 Kallar 47 49 28 39 51
26 Kammalan 30 37 27 37 53
27 Kani or Kanisu, Kaniyar - - - 1 ——
Panikkar,
28 Kannadiyan —— 4 1 4 8
29 Kerala Mudali 1 1 - 1 1
30 Kongu Chettiarx 1 —— - — 1
31 Koteyar —_— — — — 1
32 Kulala 8 10 7 11 9
33 Kuruba, Kurumba - 2 1 3 4
34 Labbai 67 76 72 96 166
35 Lambadis —_— —_— — 1 —
36 Mahratta (Non-brahmin) 8 5 1 4 1
37 Mappilla 1 — —-— 1 4
38 Maravar 35 64 38 59 80
39 Maruthuvar 10 18 9 15 31
40 Moniagar — 1 — —_— —
41 Muduga, Medava, Mahendra — — — 1 —
Medavar
42 Mukkuvar 2 —_— — — 1
43 Nagaram 3 - 1 3 4
44 Muthuraja or Muthiriyar 8 5 4 3 5
45 Parkavakulam 19 23 8 22 29
46 Paravan Christian 1 1, - 1 4
47 Parvatha Rajakulam 3 5 2 8 3
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"NUMBBR UF APPLICATIONS RECELVED BY. TAMIL NADU PUBLIC SERVICE

CCMMI3SION FOR GROUP-II SERVICES (1965—69)-—cont

 Totel

. Year
Si" Caste
: 1065 1966 1967 1968 19089
48 Perike, Perike BallJa - 1 - -1 -
49  Pulluvan: —_— — — — 1
50 Rajpuri - 2 - - -
51 Reddi (Ganjam) 9 9 8 9 11
52 Sadhu' Chetty 17 22 15 26 33
58 Saliyan - . 11 8 10 6 16
- 54 Senaithalaivan 9 11 7 8 23
55 Sourashtra 14 38 33 47 79
8 Sozhia Chetty 2 3 5 10 1
57 Sathatha Srivaishnava 3 4 -~ 7 5
58 ' Thiyyas _ 1 -— - - -
59 ' Thondaman | — 2 2 —— 2
80 ! Thottia Naicken 2 1 ~~ - - 2
61 ‘Uppara 2 —— - 1 1
82 Urali Goundan 1 4 - 5 5
83 ‘Thiiluva Naicken and Vettaikara 3 3 5 4 6
. JJaicken
64 -Vadugan ’ 52 66 34 51 75
65 Vakkalige 5 14 4 7 10
66 Valaiyan 4 " 4 6 4 3
67 Vabiyar ‘ . 18 28 28 b 35
68 Vannan " 3 ) 3 7 '
. 89 Vanniakula Kshatriya 74 90" 74 96 115
70 Vettuva Gounder 3 3 2 —— 10
471 Virakodi Vellala 20 31 21 36 48
72 Yadava Mond Golla 42 53 40 a6 89
78 Arays ' — 1 1 - —
74 'Chett¥s | . 1 . 1 -8
78 C€.8,I. & S.I.U.¢C, 23 7 20 23 42
76 BEzhavas - 1 1 2 3 4 4 -
77 Krishnavake 3 4 3 R 8
78 .Latin Catholica 8 14 9 20 - 28 -
79" PRattariyars or Pattariar 1 —— - —~— 1
80 . Veerasaivas . 1 1 -
~BL . V111akatha1a Nhirg 1 — 1 1 1
4;82 Gonverts to Christianity from 14 12 8 12 8
o Scheduled Castes = , : :
. 83 Other Backward Classes 12 - 18 13 17 22
ﬁ71A Yogeeawara - 1 2 1 2

66

p2p7i;802 838 1,201 1,798
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RANKING UF CASTES IN THE GAOER UF Pi0GAESS

STES. IN THE ORDER OF PROGRESS STRENGTH IN

T G OF CA
BANKING ALL

MEDICAL COLLEGBS 1969-70

(EXCEPT CHRISTIAN MEDICAL COLLEGE, VELLORE.)

ADMISSION INTG ENGINEERING CCLLEGES 1970,

Number of Estimated

~

Caste j o
— Nomvor of Eatizated riutents popuistion Coste Index
Caste students population Caste Index
Renk studying for 1971 3
~ 1. SOErashtra 35 1,62,812 1:4651.8
_ : 2 .Vadugan - 17 1,10,102 1:6476.6
1 Thuluva Vellala 271 2,00,000 13738.0 [ .3 Sadhu Chetty 2 13 1,08,262 1:8327.8
5  Vadugan 149 1,10,102 1:738.9 ! 4 Gavara ‘ 18 1,87,829 1:10434.9
3 ‘Sagpu Chetty 78 1,08,262 1:1388.0 b Devaenga, Sedan 28 2,096,731 1:10597.5
4 Agamudayan including 469 6,70,505 1:1429.8 6 Saliyan o 11 1,206,837 1:10988.2
Thuluvae Vellala . - ~ ~ 7 Agamudayan incliuding 47 6,70,505 1:14266,1
5 Gavara 129 - 1,87,829 1:1456.0 _ Thuluva Vellala . ' '
6 Devanga, Sedan 174 2,06,731 1:1705.4 . 8 Reddi (Ganjum) _ 4 60,754 1:15188.5
7 Virakodi Vellala 44 91,447 1:2078.3 9 Kaikolan (Sengunthar) 32 7,006,207 1:21881.4
8 Reddi (Ganjam) 29 60,764 1:2095.0 L0 Virakodi Vellala 4 91,447 1:22881.8
9 ‘Sourashtra 70 1,62,812 1:2142.3 11 Labbai . 25 6,37,827 1:25513.1
10 Agamudayan 198 4,70,505 1:2376.3 12 Gramani, Shanan, Nadar 51 15,59,339 1:3C575.8
11 Labbai » 262 6,37,827 1:2434.4 13 Vaniyar 0 3,72,805 1:41422.8
, 12 KaikoYan (Sengunthar) 256 7,00,207 1:2735.2 14 Parkavakulam 10 4,81,322 1:48132.2
13 Saliyan 36 1,20,837 1:3356.6 15 Vakkaliga 3 1,44,478 1:48180.3
14 Vakkaliga . a2 1,44,478 1:4514.9 16 Kammplan 22 11,865,313 ~1:59053.0
15 Badaga , 24 1,25,802 1:5245.5 17 daga 2. 1,25,892 1:62046.0
16 I1lluvan, BEzhuvan, 12 69,577 1:5798.1 1§ Illuvan, BEzhuvan, Illathar i 69,5377 1:895877.0
Il1lathar . 19 Senaithalaivan ' 2. 1,50,000 1:75C0C.0
17 Gramani, Shanan, Nadar 262 15,590,339 1:85981.7 20 Isai Vellalar or Melakkarar 2 1,50.,060 1:78000.C
18 Senaithalaivan 258 1,850,000 1:6000.0 21 Paravans 1 89,467 1:80437.C) 7
19- leai Velldlar or i 21 1,50,000 1:7142.9 22 Yadava, Mond Golla 18 13,865,603 1:02373.%
Melakkarar A . 23 Kulala ' 3 2,01;537 1:97179.0
o0 Hgallar - 92 9,75,712 1:10605.6 24  Maruthuvar - ‘ 4 w 4,18,517 1:104629. 3
21 Maruthuvar 39 4,18,517 1:10781.2 - 25 Meravar e 8,31,209 1:138540.§
22 Maravar , 55 8,381,200 1:15114.5 26 Kuruba, Kurumba 2 2,84,3G7 1:142153.§f
23 Yadava, Mond Golla 288 13,885,603 1:16301.2 27 Boys and Gdde 3 5,07,248 1:169082
24 Parkavakulam 27 4,81,322 1:17826.7 ‘- 28 Andipandaran' (Jangeam) 1 1,79,749 1:179740f0}
95 Andipandaram (Jangam) 10 1,79,749 1:17974.90 _ 20 Kallar \ ‘ 4 9,75,712 1:243928K{
96 Kulala o 18 2,91,357 1:18200.8 30 Vanniakula Kshatriya 19 - 48,61,742 1:253£81.§
27 Kammalan i 89, 11,85,813 1:20090,1 31 Ambalakaran \ 1 2,038,024 1:298024,
o8 Vhnniakula Kshatriya 187 48,601,742 1:25008.6 32 Muthuraja or Muthiriyer 1 3,46,682 1:3466882.
59 Kuruba, Kurumba 10 2,84,307 1:28430.7 33 Parvatharajskulam ‘ 1 3,50,000 1:330000.]
30 Vaniyar ' 11 . 3,72,805 1:33801.4 34 Mukkuvan - 71,455 - l
31 Parvatbarajakulam -8 3,580,000 1:58333:3 35 Valaiyar - 6,338,478 —_—
32 Ambalakarsn 5 2,08,024 1:59604.8 - . 86 Vannen . — 4,61,239 S -
33 Boya and Odde 5 5,-‘0:1:‘243 1:10k449,0 - . 97r Yoggeeswaran e
\ 34 Valaiyan 2 6,338,478 1:316730,0 . A
35 Vannan 1 4,61,839 1:461239.0 R ! .
36 Mukkuven . -~ 7,486 L = a o \ ' on WP
37 Muthuraja or Muthiriyar Lo . 3,460,682 - \/5‘,~
38 Paravans. ' —— .. 89,487. — k‘}§~2J
- 30 Yogeegwaran ~ — R 75,000 - . -~ N A
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