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late news..

yut not too late! Where were you
when that dramatic event took place ?
In a tram, a bus, a train? You could
have rushed to the spot if you had an
independent means of transport.

For speed, economy and efficiency

there is nothing to beat

ROYAL ENFIELD

the ideal motor cycle for the Journalist with ideals

Manufacturing Concessionaires :
The Madras Motors Ltd.
36-C, Mount Road, Madras-2.

21, Jayachamarajendra Road,
Bangalore.
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The Madras Union of
Journalists sincerely thanks the
many donors who gave us their
generous help, the Government
of Madras, the Corporation and
other institutions for their ready
co-operation in making the
Fourth Annual Conference of
the 1. F. W. J. a success.

The Souvenir Committee of the
M. U. J. gratefully acknowledges
the prompt response of all adver-
tisers and others, which helped
us greatly in producing this
Souvenir.

Our thanks are also due,
among others, to contributors of
the various articles, the manage-
ment and workers of the
B. N. K. Press, Ltd. and to
Mr. S. S. Kalathil, artist, who
designed our cover page.

—The Souvenir Committee

R. NARASIMHAN (Convener)
G. V. Rama Rao
V. GANAPATHY
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INDIAN FEDERATION OF
WORKING JOURNALISTS
FOURTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

MADRAS

MESSAGES

Dr. S. RADHAKRISHNAN,
Vice- President of India:

I am glad to know that the Indian Federation of Working Journalists are
having their Fourth Annual Conference in Madras this month. I hope the
conference will discuss not merely the rights, but the responsibilities of working
journalists. They have served the country well and deserve every encourage-
ment. My best wishes for the success of the conference.

Mr. U. N. DHEBAR,

President, Indian National Congress:

The working journalists in India have to their credit a service extending
over more than four decades. In the days of the struggle, it was the working
journalist who brought the news of the epoch-making events that took place in
India to the doors of the common man, running about from place to place, what-
ever the season, whatever the climate, whatever the discomforts, whatever the
inconvenience. In the post.freedom years, he has to play an equally important
role. He has to carry the message of reconstruction and all the activities
that are going on in India to the people. His work will be exacting both in point of
time and energy. I wish the people of India appreciate the role of the working
journalist and extend to him the necessary co-operation and give him their
sympathies and good wishes.

Dr. B. V. KESKAR,
Minister for Information & Broadeasting, Government of India:

I am glad to learn that the Fourth Annual Conference of the Indian Fede-
ration of Working Journalists is to be held in Madras some time in July.
Journalists oceupy an important position in the modern world and their position
has been recognised. Recently, the question of the condition of working journa-
lists has attracted the attention of both the Government and the country. The
Press Commission has devoted a large part of its Report to that subject. I am
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sure that the difficultios and grievances of journalists will be looked into and
remediecd. T can assure them that Government would do whatever is possible
regarding this matter. T also hope that in view of the important role that they
play in socicty, the Federation will see that journalists discharge their duties
conscientionsly and according to the highest standards of jonrnalistic ethics.

; i 1
Journalists’ Bill on the move:

1 ADES AMITR AN
Mr. KHANDUBHAI DESAL SWADESAMIT

Union Labour Minister :

—Courtesy,

[ am glad that your Union is publishing a Souvenir on the oceasion of the
Fourth Annual Conference of the Indian Federation of Working Journalists. In
the Democratic Republic of our country journalism has a decisive voice in
moulding public opinion on sound and democratic lines. We all know that even
with limitations the Indian journalists have played a great role in the fight
for Tndependence. T am confident that they will not fail in using their pen to
help build the New India of our dreams. 1 wish your conference success,

Dr. C. P. RAMASWAMY AIYAR, i
Vice-Chancellor, Banaras University :

Iam glad to learn that the Fourth Annual Conference of the Indian ' > y
Federation of Working Journalists is to be held in Madras from July 16 to 18. : . - o ‘
Having acquired a first-hand knowledge of the living conditions and ‘ i s L '
prospects  of working journalists in the course of my work on the Press -
Commission, T am fully convinced of the need for the formation and successful v

working of such a Federation as yours. [ wish the conference all success.

B SAURASHTRA SMALL SCALE INDUSTRIES BOARD

| : OFFER
H C 1 FACILITIES
% . . ‘ FOR
> & ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW INDUSTRIES = |

S Y the Complorwents of o | INDUSTRIES
% Yi

| THE EXPANSION OF EXISTING

BY
PHPERIAY CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES (i) Issue of loans
(INDIA) LIMITED : (ii) Grant of subsidies on power supply .

= - (iif) Grant of stipends for receiving training in industries .
‘ j (iv) Grant of subsidy to start new industries on pilot plant basis

< @ “‘ ‘ (v) Offering facilities for starting industries in trading estate '

(< —' Q (vi) Exhibition and sale of cottage, small scale industries and handicrafts
v ‘\ products through its Emporium, Rajkot
’ JU—
3 ICP 344 - ) - ,

Vu'lra.rs and details may be obtained from Asst. Director of Industries (5. 5. 1. & H.)
i Raghuvir Bhuvan, Gondal Road, Rajkot.
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— LEW.J —

HE fourth annual conference of the Indian
Federation of Working Journalists at
Madras marks the end of one chapter in the
history of the working journalists’ movement
in the country. Though it is the fourth
annual conference, in another three months
the TFederation will have completed five
years of existence.

Right from the late thirties, leaders of the
profession had been pleading for the forma-
tion of an all-India organisation to voice the
opinions of the profession. In the beginning,
the urge for such an organisation was just to
have another platform for the purpose of
voicing opposition to the foreign govern-
ment’s attacks on the liberties of the subject.

The growing industrialisation of the coun-
try, the flow of capital into the newspaper
industry, the awareness of capital that control
of the Press, though it would not give direct
dividends, would yield indirect and much
more valuable dividends in the shape of a
«doctored” public opinion, the war and its
opportunities for ecasy profits, and the slow
encroachments on editorial freedom by the
proprietorial interests brought about a dis-
illusionment in the working journalist, The
formation of the AINEC in 1940 amidst a
fanfare of trumpets, its failure to safeguard
editorial freedom, the meagre emoluments
recommended by the AINEC for journalists
and the imprimatur it gave to the discrimi-
nation between English language journalists
and Indian language journalists helped to
unite the working journalists and make them
turn increasingly to trade unionism.

Sre long trade unions of working journalists

I. F. W. J. SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

MARCHES ON ...

—— BY A WORKING JOURNALIST =

came into being in Bombay, Uttar Pradesh
and Delhi.  Simultaneously also arose the
move for uniting all working journalists into
one all-India organisation. In October 1950
representatives of over 23 journalists’ organi-
sations met in a convention in Delhi under
the presidentship of Mr. M. Chalapathi Rau
and decided to form the Indian Federation of
Working Journalists. Meeting at Bombay
six months later, the representatives decided
to organise themselves on trade union lines.

Since that day, the Federation has been
marching from strength to strength under the
able leadership of Mr. Chalapathi Rau,

From the beginning the Federation has
been well aware that raising of professional
standards and status was inseparable from
the problem of improving the economic
conditions of journalists. The Federation
can proudly eclaim that it has been the only
organisation which has shown equal concern
over the deteriorating working conditions of
the journalists and the economic difficulties of
the smaller and independent papers in the
face of ruthless and unfair competition; it
has opposed equally vehemently encroach-
ments on the freedom of the Press by the
Government and the legislatures.

The setting up of the Press Commission
with wide terms of reference, as suggested
by the Federation, the comprehensive enquiry
by the Commission, despite the non-coopera-
tive attitude of the proprietors, and the
monumental report of the Commission are
some of our notable achievements,

It was largely due to the Federation’s
efforts that the Press (Incitement to Crime)

13
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The missionary zeal
of the LF.W.1.’s former
President, Mr. Chala-
pathi Rau, has won for
it increasing public sup-
port through the years,
helping it 10 hold four
annual conferences in
five years. Pictures show
the first conference in
Caleutta (bottom  left),
the second at Trivan-
drum (centre lef(), and
the third at Bombay
fast year (top).

*

Bill shed some of its reactionary features,
Since then, the IFWJ has been opposing the
periodic extension of the life of the Act.
The Federation also opposed with partial
success the proposal of the Government to
give public servants a privileged position in
respect of defamation, and make that offence
cognisable,
STRONG PROTEST

Thanks to the Federation’s strong protest
and its submission of a memorandum to
the Joint Select Committee of Parliament,
backed by oral evidence and lobbying, the
proposal was dropped. A subsequent move
to enable States to launch prosecutions in
such cases was also opposed, with the result
that certain amendments had been carried
out in the Bill which would mitigate the
rigours of the prososal, including the one for
payment of compensation.

The enactment of the Working Journalists
(Industrial Disputes) Act is another major
achicvement to the credit of the Federation
in the legislative sector.

Ever since the formation of the Federa-
tion, a number of individual cases have been
taken up, and fought before tribunals and
courts with varying degrees of success. A
number of these were fought at provincial
levels while two cases were fought at the centre
through our standing counsel. The first was
the case of the employees of the « Vishwa-
mitra”, of Kanpur. Though the employees
won the case in the Supreme Court and
some of the monetary benefits were recovered,
the employers have been successfully evading
the implementation of many portions of the
award. The U.P. (Jovernment, whose atten-
tion has been repeatedly drawn to this, has
not, however, taken any action.

The other case fought in the Supreme
Court was that of Mr. V. N. Sinha of the
«“Searchlight ” of Patna, who was dismissed
from service following his trade union activi-
ties. The Court dismissed the case on techni-
cal grounds,

1. F. W. J. SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

When the ¢ Times of India” "and its two
associate papers closed down their Calcutta
editions in 1953 the Federation took up the
cases of the employees and brought them
before the two Houses of Parliament. Largely
due to its efforts, the West Bengal Govern-
ment appointed a tribunal. The award of
the tribunal giving retrenchment compensa-
tion to the employees has just been upheld
by the Labour Appellate Tribunal.

In 1955, the  Vishwamitra,” of Delhi de-
clared a lock-out when the employees had
moved the payment of wages authority about
the delay in the dishursal of wages. At the
imstance of the Federation, the dispute was
referred to a tribunal which upheld the em-
ployees’ cause. In the meantime, the manage-
ment leased out the press to a third party.

Just after the signing of the Press Commis.
sion’s Report last year, the management of
the ¢ Times of India” tried to forestall the
implementation of the Report and sought to
introduce a one-sided contract. The Federa-
tion took up the case and thanks to the
intervention of the Central and Bombay
Governments the contract was withdrawn.

One of the first things that the Federation
did was to adopt a code of conduct at its
convention in Delhi in October 1950. 1In one
or two instances, units of the Federation had
been able to persuade members to exercise
some restraint particularly on occasions of
communal tension.

A proposal was made to the Federation in
1953 for sponsoring a scheme for “training”’
senior Indian journalists at the Syracuse
University in the United States. The scheme
was rejected by the Federation after careful
consideration of some of the conditions
attached to it. Later, the AINEC attempted
to sponsor the same scheme and called for
trainees. The TFWJ, however, took up the
matter with the Government of India and
drew its attention to the objectionable
aspects of the proposal. The scheme was
ultimately rejected by the Government.

15



bt

BY

a few hours to anywhere”

All

AIR

AF

BOAC

KLM
PAA
SAS

TWA

16

L. F. W. ). SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

DUR NEW PRESIDENT

Mr. BANARSIDAS CHATURVEDI

IXTY-THREE-YEAR-OLD  Banarsidas Chatur-
vedi, President-clect of the Indian Fede-
ration of Working Journalists, is a Hindi
writer and journalist of over 40 years’ stand-
ing. Born in Ferozabad, in Agra district in
U.P., he graduated from the Agra University
and started life as a teacher in the Govern-
ment High School, Farrukhabad. Later, he
was appointed professor of Daly College for
Chiefs at Indore, where he was a colleague of
Mr, Sampurnanand, now Chief Minister of U.P.
While at Indore, he wrote three books on the
problems of Indians overseas. Mr. Chaturvedi
gave up his job at Indore in 1920 to join Mr,
C. F. Andrews in Santiniketan, He readily
agreed to Gandhiji’s invitation to work at
Sabarmati Ashram in 1923. He was a profes-
sor in Gujarat National College. He visited

L F. W. J. SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

Iast Africa as o representative of the Indian
National Congress to study the problem
of Tndians overseas. Due to differences
on the question of compulsory spinning
Mr. Chaturvedi left Sabarmati in 1925 and
worked as correspondent for the Leader,
Allahabad, besides frec-lance writing. He
was appointed editor of Vishal Bharat foun-
ded by Mr. Ramanand Chatterjee in 1927.
He was also in charge of the Indians Overseas
section of the Modern Review till 1937. On
account of some domestic dislocation, he had
to leave Caleutta for Tikamgarh, where he edi-
ted Madhukar, a Hindi fortnightly, from 1940
to 1946. He was elected member of the Council
of States from Vindhya Pradesh in 1952,

Mr. Chaturvedi was the sccretary of
the Reception Committee at Indore when
Mahatma Gandhi presided over the All-India
Hindi Sahitya Sammelan in 1917 when he
decided to launch the Hindi movement. He
was the President of the Mathura session of
the All-India Hindi Journalists’ Association
and presided over the first U.P. Hindi Jour-
nalists' Conference, a trade union organisa-
tion, at Kanpur in 1942, He was appointed
member of the Subralimaniam Committee of
the All-India Newspaper Editors™ (‘'onference
which went into the question of salary scales
for working journalists. He was the President
of the Vindhya Pradesh Journalists’ Union
and presided over the U.P. Working Journa-
lists* Conference in 1954.

Well-known among his publications are
Pravasi Bharatvasi, Twenty-one vears in Fiji
(written on behalf of Mr. Tota Ram Sandha),
Hamare Aradhya, Sansmaran, Rekha Chitra,
Sahitya Aur Jeevan, and Satyanarayana
Kaviratna, Mr. Chaturvedi is considered the
best sketch writer and biographer in Hindi
and was awarded a prize of Rs. 1,200 by the
U. P. Government last year.

17
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Greetings and best wishes

to the

MADRAS UNION OF JOURNALISTS

and to the

Delegates to the Fourth Annual Conference
OF THE I. F. W. J.

From

Jhe Swadesamitran
Madras -2

i e e v e e e
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WITHIN six months of its inauguration, the

Madras Union of Journalists is today
in the proud position of being the only
organisation in the State competent to speak
on behalf of the working journalists here.
Over 85 per cent of the journalists employed
in Madras City’s eight newspapers, news
agencies and leading periodicals are on the
rolls of the Union, and from the sympathetic
interest shown in the Union’s progress by
non-member working journalists it is evident
that cent per cent membership is only a
matter of time. In two districts most jour.
nalists have come into the Union, and the
response in the other districts is distinetly
encouraging. And although the M. U. J. is
among the most recent additions to the great
fraternity of the I. . W. J,, it is among the
most active units of the Federation.

The idea of journalists organising them.
selves on trade union lines is not new to
members of the profession in the City. As
far back as April 1949 a resolution was moved
by the progressive elements in the Southern
India Journalists’ Federation to convert it
into a trade union; it was hotly debated
for several hours, but in the end the
mover had to withdraw it, With that, inte-
rest in that organisation began to flag.
Deteriorating service conditions gradually led
to members of the profession losing faith
in annual get-togethers and pious resolutions
without sanctions of any sort. But prejudices
and fear of possible victimisation stood in
the way of a trade union taking shape
straightaway.

These fears and prejudices, however, gradu-

L. F. W. ). SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

_/X From Strength

TO STRENGTH ...

By C. N. CHITTA RANJAN ( GENERAL SECRETARY )

ally disappeared as the Indian Federation
of Working Journalists, with its all-India
compass, developed within four years of its
birth into a force to be reckoned with, The
Press Commission’s finding, on the basis
of incontrovertible evidence, that working
journalists  organising themselves on trade
union lines was an inescapable necessity
ended the last lingering doubts, and on
October 25 last year 15 journalists gathered
at the Mahajana Sabha Hall, Mount Road,
to bring into being the Madras Union of
Journalists. Within two weeks, the Union,
eighty strong, adopted its constitution and
rules. And by the time it was formally
inaugurated by the State Chief Minister,
Mr K. Kamaraj, on January 29 this year, its
strength had grown to 140. The Chief
Minister’s forthright remarks on the need for
the Union and advice to the members of the
profession to stand united and unwavering
if they wanted fair treatment from their
emplovers helped many still outside the
Union to make up their minds, Dr, C. P,
Ramaswami Aiyar’s exposition, at & meeting
to mourn the death of Mr. Justice Raja-
dhyaksha, of the reasons that compelled the
Press Commission to  plump for trade
unionism cleared any doubts that were still left.

The moment the Union was formed it was
decided to affiliate the M. U, J. to the I, ¥.
W. J., and this decision was immediately
translated into action by sending an observer
to the Bombay session of the Federation.
The manner in which the M. U. J. responded
to the call of the Federation to observe
December 1,1954, as “ Implementation Day

19
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brought the two close together long before
actual affiliation, which took place on January
30 this year. Registration of the Union
under the Trade Unions Act had taken place
two days earlier.

The M. U. J. was extremely fortunate in
having had Mr. Pothan Joseph to preside
over its first conference. Apart from the
inspiring address he delivered, he was most
helpful in guiding our deliberations and we
are grateful to him for if.

Even before the formal inauguration of
the Union, correspondence had been initiated
with working journalists in newspaper indus.
try centres in the mofussil like Madurai,
Coimbatore, Kozhikode and Mangalore, with
a view to formation of branches in those
towns, The response has been most encour-
aging, and we have no doubt that before long
the M. U. J. will have on its rolls every
working journalist in the State.

Having brought working journalists into a
single, purposeful organisation, the M. U. J:
faced the task of developing closer contacts
among members of the profession who nor-
mally had few opportunities of meeting one
another and exchanging ideas, The problem
was one of finding a habitation for the Union,
and naturally this had to be done at the
headquarters first. No far an oilman stores
in Triplicane, run on a cooperative basis by a
number of journalists, had provided a postal
address for the Union. After a hunt we
found an open terrace close to the nerve
centre of the City and, erecting a thatched
shed over it, converted it into the nerve-centre
of the journalistic profession in the City.

The next step-—that of providing recrea.
tional facilities-—followed. Indoor games were
provided at the Union premises, in addition
to newspapers and magazines, We have also
opened a small library with gift books and hope
to expand it in course of time into a complete
library in the fullest sense of the term,

The Club was formally inaugurated by
Mr. Shanmuga Rajeswara Sethupathi, Minister
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for Public Works, on April 2 this year.
The Minister agreed with our President’s
snggestion that we should have facilities for
outdoor games as well and promised to help
us secure such a place in the Government
Estate, Mount Road.

The Club is a beehive of activity, and all
members make it a point to spend some time
there. This naturally has helped them to
get closer to one another and thus has promo-
ted consolidation of the Union.

The strength of the Union today is over
200, and the membership is increasing. This
strength is reflected in the manner in which
our infant Union has undertaken to play host
to an all-India conference at short notice.
Every member of the Union, and even many
a non-union journalist, hux been at this job
with vigour and enthusiasm., Every oue of
them has made the success of the conference
his or her personal business, The conference
has indeed served the great purpose of
showing us how much we can achieve by
united endeavour,

Conditions in the newspaper offices in this
State are deplorable. Many offices have no
scales of pay, and those that have do not
implement them. In leading newspaper
offices in the City, increments have heen with.
Probationers
who have completed over twice the period
fixed are yet to be confirmed.
the axe has come down on two members of
the staff, one with 27 years service and the
other with six years service. In most estabe
lishments elementary
veyance for reporters working late into
the night and a rest-room for night-duty sub-
editors are not provided, The Union has to
strive to set right this state of affairs and that
can be done only by standing united our-
selves and by strengthening the 1. F. W, J,

A survey of the past year inspires us with
hope for the future. Many hurdles lie ahead,
but with the unity that is growing in ourranks
there is little doubt that we will forge ahead.

held for two vears and more.

In one office

amenitics like con.
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FROM PAVEMENT TO HUT

NTiL about six months ago, newsmen in
Madras City had no place where they could
meet, chew the cud or just relax after their
daily rounds. It was a problem with nary a solu.
tion in sight. They made a shop famous on
Mount Road—not that they bought up all the
stuff there—by making the pavement in front
of it their rendezvous after 11 in the morn-
ing. Kven information officers were known to
make an appointment with reporters there.
Rain or sun, that is where they kept their
dates—a pavement on Mount Road. It was
a sad state of affairs,

Before the Madras Union of Journalists
was formed (80 per cent of the journalists in
the City are now on its rolls) there was an
arrangement at the S, I. J. F, Press Club for
reporters to meet. But that arrangement
broke down after a three-month experiment,
Later, when the M, U. J. was formed repor-
ters were still without a meeting place,

One of the first objectives of the M, U. J.
was, therefore, to provide a club which would
be open to all, even non-union members.
(One ot the objectives of the Union, accor-
ding to its constitution, is to promote camara-
derie among journalists). So we set about the
task of finding suitable premises in a central
locality. Tt was not an easy job. Either the
rent, was too high or the place too small; a
good building was usually too far away. As
the Union started from scratch as far as re-
sources were concerned, the question of
finance presented a major problem. We had
to live within our means; we had to carry on
our union activities, committed though we
were to opening a club and providing at least
elementary amenities. Finally, we pitched
on a place in Narasingapuram St., a stone’s
throw from Mount Road—and you don’t have
to throw very hard.
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We landed on an open terrace!

Undaunted, we decided to ereet a shed on
it. Now we have our own rendezvous-—we
have moved from pavement to hut. And 1t
will nog he long hefore we move into our owit
pucca building, if everything goes according
to our plans.

Mcanwhile, we have furnished the present
place in a modest way ; we have provided ele-
mentary amenities, Members and others came
forward with token donations for easy chairs
and indoor games cquipment. The U.S.LS.,
the B.I.S, and the Indo-Soviet Cultural Society
have donated hooks and periodicals. There i8
chess, carroms, hagatelle, cards for those who
like to play these games. We have drawn up
plans for more games,  For all that we need
more fands and more space. We have been
able to collect some donations towards increas-
ing the amenities. We have vision and hope.
We will march on: we are already on the way
from hut to building.

, You are the sentinels of public inte-
rest.  You veflect and  mould  public
L oopion. You  disseminate  kuowledge
‘ and educate people.  1f your minds are
| preoccupied with such consideralions as
| how to make both ends meet and of your
g Lives are. full of swfiering, that will
) naturally be reflected in the work you do.
- your minds are confused and oper-
) burdened, your presentation of epents
- will tend to be coloured by your personal
f suffering.  That is why 1 say that in the
interests of the people themselyes you
should be kept above want and be enabled
to discharge your duties properly.

~-MR. K. KAMARAJ
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Cards with a grim pur-
pose While the sideliners
get all the Kick (left top);
a gamble with a glass
ball as it runs a perilous
obstacle race (left centre);
wholesome anticipation
of the opponent’s ‘miss’
in carroms (left bottom);
and serious perusal of a
bursting baby library
(above) —are familiar
scenes at the MUJ club,

—Photos by
All-1ndia Press Photo Agency
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... Misters all

OBy.

N the business of advertising, attention must
be arrested and that requires the presen-
tation of contrasts. In railway publicity,
for instance, it would be boring to fill space
with pictures of locomotives or station masters
at Bhowani Junction. In the Burmah-Shell
campaign, so ably conducted by Me, P. G
Rose, the drama revolves round a white-
teethed rodent, hat on, with scenes of pump-
ing oil, since such teehnique would run into
the pattern of catalogue production carrying
no surprise events,  For the same reason, an
article in . souvenir number of the Indian
Federation of Working Journalists should not,
I feel, be dominated by the Rajadhyaksha
Report or the continuous pledge of Minister
Keskar that the Government's intention is to
implement the recommendations, unawed by
vested interests or by managing editors who
are their own employers and employeesat the
same time, in sweet alternation, It has often
oceurred to me that in certain matters of pre-
sentation and taste there should be uniformity
in the cotumns of papers.  For instance, on
the use of the prefix < Mr.” or “Sri” there
should be common agreement amongst papers
produced in English and in Indian languages.
(1 forego, with regret, the happy and honest
, out of defer-

k]

panchama word < vernacular’
ence to Jawaharlal Nehra).
In the name board of the Central Secre-
tariat, the honorofic is ¢ Sri” which, apart
from being a token of respect in all parts of
India, could also be construed by philologists
of future ages as a svmbolic abbreviation in
three letters (SRI) of the highly moral appel-
lation “Satyagrahi™. Since the voicing on
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_ POTHAN JOSEPH —o ——

the letter 8 in English differs as between
“gong T and “sugar 7, the practice in the
North is to give body to the sibilant by print-
ing it as “Shri’, the feminine being “Shri-
mathi’”’, though the soul-mate might better be
deseribed as < Shrewmathi ™. In the case of
Maulana  Abul Kalam  Azad, the handle
o Maulana ’’ has heen meticulously prescerved
whilst most Muslims have “Shri”” substituted
for **Janab’ which Mahatma Gandhi had
respectfully used.  In the print of o bare
name, the right course is to adhere to the
custom of the language adopted by a news-
paper, but T believe a vigilant regard for the
promotion of Hindi brought the difference
between ““Mpe.” and “Shei” into the court
circular of New Delhi. When €. R, was
Governor-General, the court circular men-
tioned ** Mr " as the title for all commoners
indicating no communal distinetion as in the
wse of “ Janab 7 for our Muslim compatriots,

GOOFISH

The rule in the issue of a court cireular in
my time had stated that it should be printed
in the exact form given on pain of the Mili-
tary Secretary withholding the hand-out in
the event of any alteration in the editing.
Ixactly as given, the paper used to print the
stuff, onece avr important branch of daily
information telegraphed by the Associated
Press to all parts of the country. After
Swaraj it is more important to know whom
the Prime Minister received in the daily traffic
of events rather than the names of guests at
tea in Rashtrapathi Bhavan. After C, R.s
time, “Shri” replaced the generic ““Mr”,
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but now that Governor Mahtab has dropped
the circular altogether, there is less embar-
rassment caused through this species of cul”
tural dissemination in the land. In the two
main Knglish-edited newspapers in Caloutta
under Indian ownership, the term < Sri”” has
been adopted, an illustrious rise in the Ladder
since the new abbreviation had at least dis-
placed the old mockery « Babu” with its
insulting association traceable in expressions
like “Babu English” and « Babu Jabberjee ™.
The Statesman rightly sticks to « Mr.” And
grammar, usage and correctness demand in
the context of Bnglish editions the practice
prevailing in the English language itself. In
Acharya Kripalani’s paper Vigil, the ineptness
of vernacularisation is carried to the extont
of editorials speaking about <« Shri kden™
and < Shri Churchill””, though there has been
no occasion for reference to ¢ Linlithgow
Prabhu” since that nobleman is no longer in
the land of the living. Incidentally, the mis-
placement of «Shri” has heen extended to
the length of describing say Mr. Justice
Seshadri as Shri Justice Seshadri, a clear
malapropism. The solecism calls for expunec-
tion hy a plain resolution of the All-India
Newspaper Editors’ Conference, hoping that
it would be respected as mandatory. I am
orthodox enough to believe that we shall be
in better company vegarding the use of
honorofies in English diction if we notice
the custom of papers like the London Times
where the names of foreign statesmen are
invariably printed in the Euglish language
without any persiflage demonstrative of origin,
that is, with the plain prefix Me.”.

RAJYAPAL

Ours is a free country where no pressure
can be brought on the way an individual
chooses to describe his own esteemed self. In
the Lucknow court circular, Mr. K. M. Munshi
commits the originality of designating himself
as “Shri Rajyapal,” so impressive of Sanskrit
scholarship, but down in the South, Gover-
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nor Sri Prakasa sedulously refrains from the
goofiness of *“Shri’” in spurious proot of pat-
riotism and Oriental culture; he is content to
bo known as a classieal Cambridge man with
«Mr.’" in his Guindy court circulars, I should
have expected some temptation for patriotic
pluming in the Hindustan Times, cdited by
Deovadas Gandhi, but it adheres to My in
good tradition. The reason, I believe, is that
Hditor Devadas Gandhi retains his childhood-
ear for Knglish and refrains from the jar of
«Qhri” or “Shriman.” It must be remem-
bered that Mahatma Gandhi’s style of life in
South Africa was fairly at par with the patri-
cian vogue of Motilal Nehruin Anand Bhavan
the resident staff containing European tutors
and governesses. Deep down in my heart, the
main cause of my admiration for Gandhiji at
first was that he could strip himself of all the
luxury of a born aristocrat and a prince among
men by pcrsunznl achievement ; but the point
is that Devadas Gandhi, brought up in such
surroundings, retains his sensitiveness in the
appropriate use of < Mr.” in the compositions
of his cditorial columns in the Hindustan
Times. In Bombay the less boorish papers,
printed in English with some flair for the
language, preserve the correct mode  of
< Mr..

Sometimes when we are advised that an
Indian Ambassador (or even the Prime Minis-
ter abroad) signed his name in Hindi, a keen
thrill is pl'csumod to ensue, but then a signa-
ture has no particular language ; it can be any
form like the mark of Mr Bill Stumps in
« Pickwick Papers,”” just a cross or a convex
serawl. Like lower organisms, a signature has
neither specific shape or sex. Coming back
Lo the use of the prefix «Mr.”” in English-edi-
ted papers, it would be well not to turn gawky
by tearing away from the listening idiom, so
to speak, of the original language itself, The
difficulty comes from the sense of the inferio-
rity complex implied in a retreat, For in.
stance, | often feel that Editor Altaf Hussain
of Dawn must be suffering from a predicament
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of his own creation.  When Indian was parti-
tioned, he denied the name @ Tndia ™ to three-
fourths of the territory, and insisted on call-
ing it < Bharat”. Some Satyagrahis on our
side clamoured for designation, “India that is
Bharat” in the first Article of our Constitu-
tion just as the Pakistan Constituent Assem-
bly thought much of the invocation of
« Allah, the Merciful”, The result is that
under the hobogoblin of consistency, Dawn
has in its fulminations to speak of Bharat
and Bharatis, and not of India and Indians
though international usage and U.N, lite-
rature testify to India being India and
Indians being Indians. The Editor remains
stuck, fearing that correction might be taken
for a climb-down. An interesting incident
was the late Mr. A, A. Hayles’s substitution
of the title “Sri” in place of « Mr.” in the
Mail reserving the prefix <« Mr.” on racial
grounds, as against «8ri”? for the rest, 1
believe, in a fit of absent-minded ¢ nativisa-
tion . Staunchly he stood by his anfortu-
nate innovation until the very end, pertina-
city being one of Mr. Hayles’s outstanding
characteristics. He insisted on an M. P. being
known as “M.UP.” but escape soon came
after his lamented death at the close of forty
years of service in India.
period of mourning, the «M.U.P.” and “*Sri”
business was reverently upheld by his suc-
cessor, Mr. Allan Taylor, who! later restored
the ““Mr.” and hauled down the “M.U.P.”

During a month’s

flag to the relict of readers and the recovery
of circulation. Nobody’s dignity or prestige
for consistency stood glaringly compromised
hy the change after a convenient gap.

Why that purist in English language, Khasa
Subba Rau, should have plumped for the eru-
dity of «Sri” in his Swatantre T cannot divine,
but again I take it that after stepping into the
little puddle of a gaucheric, he probably thinks
any stepping out might be noticed even by
the common man whom he habitually be-
friends. Editorial probity is, for him, the
most unpurchascable thing in the world but
why persistence in an egregious mistake ?
Fortunately he is on six months’ tour abroad,
and a gap has arisen, my beloved daughter in
the profession Santha Rungachari officiating
on his behalf. 1 should deem it a memorable
contribution if Santha quietly starts putting
in < Mr.”” in place of Subba Rau’s illjudged
addiction to «Sri” by way of patriotic
flummery. [t would be a change towards
correctitude and respectability. Tinkering
with linguistic forms does not advance
national individuality and I request that
Editors who have gone astray on this issue
should restore “Mr.” and get rid of an out-
landish aberration. He should be thankful
to Santha for rectification, remembering the
seriptural saying: «Some have entertained
angels unawares.”’

And for & that and for &’ that
Men shall be Misters for @’ that.
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The Architect of the

PRESS CHARTER

A Tribute to the Latc Mr- Justice Rajadhyaksha

( Batracts from the specel dedivered by Dr. C. P, Ramaswami  Adyar when he

addressed o miecting of the Madras Union of Jowrnalists, convened to mourn the

death of Mr. Rajadhyaksha in the second week of February last).

Am‘nnw:n Mr. Justice Rajadhyaksha was

a very dear and intimate friend of mine,
I learnt to admire and respeet him more
after being associated with him in the work
of the Press Commission. He never went
into a subject unless he had gone through all
the available authorities. He was a diligent
student, and it was really his diligence that
undermined his health, Tt was with con-
siderable hesitation  that he accepted the
appointment ag Chatrman of the Press Com.
mission at the instance of Dr. B. V. Keskar
and the Prime Minister.

Mr. Rajadhyaksha bad astonishing indus-
try, monumental paticnee,  profound legal
insight, consummate devotion to duty and an
intlexible sense of Justice and fairplay, all
of which made him what he was.  In fact,
he had overburdened himself with work, and
that was perhaps the cause of his end. After
the strenuous work on the Press Commission,
Mr. Rajadhyaksha was overburdened by the
tremendous  responsibility  of the  Bank
dispute adjudication business. Personally,
1 would plead guilty in having persuaded
him to accept this work, and 1 am really
very sorry for it in the light of what has
happened.  In the work of the Press Com-
mission, the contribution of Mr. Rajadhya-
ksha, was unique and was by far the largest
single contribution made by an individaal,
When the Press Commission  started its
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work, my whole outlook and attitude altered
heeause my idea had been until then that
there was very little to justify the utilisation
of Labour legislation in favour of working
journalists. [t had always been held that
working journalists were creative artists and
that they should not be banded with people
who work under compulsion or under con-
tract and that they should not he members
of trade unions.  As evidenee accumulated
hefore the Commission, Mr. Rajadhyaksha
and  myself, who were originally  very
much against what may be called regimen-
tation of working journalists into a trade
unton  oreanization  and  who  were also
avainst the application of the ordinary Labour
laws to them, found that the exhibitions of
good treatment were so few and the general
conditions of  working  jonrnalists so  pre-
carious, fitful and liable to unforeseen casual-
ties that, unless they were adequately and
fairly protected, there was no possibility of
ending that sense of complete frustration
which seemed to envelop the minds and
souls of working journalists. It was with
the conviction that journalists should not get
into workmen’'s organisations and that Labour
and industrial legislation should not  bhe
applied to them that we started work on the
(‘ommission, hut as evidence gathered before
us we had to agree with Mr. Chalapathi Ray,
who had taken the other side with remarkable
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clarity and fervour, and come ronnd to that.
view.

There have heen unjust eriticisms against
the recommendations of the Press Commis-
sion.  Not one of the recommendations we
lave made, not one decision we have arrived
at 1s one which is not horne on the wings of
a complete case made out on the basis of the
evidence given before us, documentary and
oral. The Commission has heen acensed of
partiality and popularity seeking.  But the
whole point is we discharged our duties not
as politiclans but as men vested with judicial
and moral vexponsibifity, and we did not take
a single step without  there being some
evidence at the back of it.

Mr. Rajadhyaksha, with his  wonderful
cquanimity and freedom from any temper,
lmwun.(- most conspicuous in this regard, We
were insulted more than once in the course
of our labours.  In spite of all that, largely
on account of the inflexible judicious (mn}u:r

of Mr.

paticnee but were able to do justice even to

Bajadhiyidksha, we did not fose ouf

those who fost their patience with themselves
and us.

It s not for me to speenlate on whal
will happen to the recommendations of the
Press Commission. The Government seem L0
have already accepted the recommendations
regarding working journalists wis-a-nis their
emplovers and in relation to the right of
[ trust that they will

accept the recommendation with pegard t0

collective hargaining,

the Press Conneil which T eonsider absolutely

fundamental.

Jhe journalism which comes from
the petof frastraled and embittered men
cannol by ils very natuwre be healthy and

robust journalism. Mr. M. C. CHAGLA
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Working Journalists
And Trade Disputes

By C. RAGHAVAN ( Sceretary, IFWJ)

e enactment of the Working Journalists
(Industrial Disputes) Act on March 12

1955, is a significant development in the
trade union movement among working journa-
lists. It places at the disposal of working
journalists a machinery for the settlement of
colleetive disputes between them and their
employers over conditions of service. There
is, however, some misunderstanding among
many journalists about the scope of the Act
and the rights and privileges it confers on
working journalists.

By Act T of 1955, the Industrial Disputes
Act is to apply to working journalists as it
applies to workmen. Probably asa sop to
those who fight shy of being called “work-
men”’ Parliament has not said that a working
journalist is a ““ workman > but has only said
that the I.D. Act will apply to working

journalists as it applies to workmen.

WORKING JOURNALIST

Who is a working journalist 7 A working
journadist, for the purposes of this Act, s “a
person whose principal avocation is that of
journalist and who is employed as such in, or
in relation to, any establishment for the
production or publication of a newspaper or
in, or in relation to any nows agency or syndi.

ste supplying material for publication in
any newspaper.” The definition includes an
illustrative (hut not exhaustive) list of cate-
gories coming under it—editor, leader-writer,
sub-editor,  feature - writer,
correspondent, cartoo-

news cditor,

copytaster, reporter,
nist, news photographer and proof-reader.

L F. W. J, SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

There are, however, two exceptions, namely,
persons employed < mainly 7 in an adminis~
trative or manauerianl capacity, and persons
who, employed in a supervisory capacity,
exercise functions < mainly’” managerial in
nature. The definition is an improvement
on that of workmen in the I. D. Act, in that
even supervisory categories (with some excep-
tions) are brought within its scope. The
qualification of administrative or managerial
functions by the word “mainly” is also
1t will be a question of fact in
Those performing some

significant.
cach individual case.
administrative or managerial jobs incidental
to their real journalistic work will not come
under the exception. The use of the word
“ mainly ”’, instead of the generic expression
“primarily ’, might also mean that what has
to be looked into is the quantum of the
different jobs performed by an individual,
and not theiv generie nature.

The L. D. Act comes into the picture when
there is an “industrial dispute.””  An indus-
trinl dispute is “any dispute or difference
between cmployers and employers, between
workmen and workmen, or hetween emplo-
yers and workmen regarding the employment,
non-employment or the terms of employment
or conditions of labour of any person.”  The
definition Is wide enough to bring all sources
of friction between employers and their
workmen or trade unions within its scope.
(The gnestion of recognition of a union is,
however, not an industrial dispute according

to some rulings). An individual dispute

petween a workman and his employer is not
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an industrial dispute and will he governed
by the ordinary laws of tort; but it will
become an industrial dispute the moment
that individual grievance is taken up by &
hody of workmen. A body of workmen can
certainly take up the question of termination
of service of a workman and demand  his
reinstatement. Questions concerning wages,
allowances and other emoluments, bonus,
lewve, hours of work, facilitics and amenities
to be provided, intensity of work and work-
load, punishment and other disciplinary
action, these and other matters can be the
subject matter of industrial disputes.

The Act provides for the setting up of
various authorities for the settlement of
industrial disputes —Conciliation Officers or
Boards of Conciliation, Courts of Inguiry
and  Industrial Tribunals. These may be
set up by the appropriate government, which,
in the case of the newspaper industry, is the
State (tovernment.

THE PROCEDURE

Let us see what happens when a union has
certain grievances about the conditions of
employment of its moembers. It will discuss
them in its exceutive and general body meet-
ings and formulate what it wants to be done.
These will become the < demands” of the
Union and will be forwarded to the employer or
employers by the Secretary of the Union. It
will be couched in polite language.  Even if
they are in the form of requests”’, they are
«demands’ and form the genesis of an
industrial dispute. Care has to be taken in

the formulation of these demands and their”

presentation to the cmployer, as they will
form the basis for future discussions 1ot only
with the employers but hefore other authori-
ties too. The Union Seceretary, while for-
warding the < demands™, will also request
that the cmployer might meet the Union
across the table to discuss the demands.
When the demands are received, if the

employer is wise—most  Indian  employers
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N
unfortunately are not, except those who have
found from practical experience that it does
not pay in the long run cither to go through
adjudication or strike or even maintain a
state of tension or demoralisation in the
establishment—he will send for the leaders o
the Union and discuss things with them
across the table. I both sides show a spirit
of accommodation and an agreement s
reached, then the terms of the settlement are
put down on paper and hoth parties affix
their signatures to it.

CONCILIATION

Tt the employer does not call for the Union
vepresentatives or if direct negotiations do
not yield amy frait, the Union may move the
concilintion officer or the appropriate Govern-
ment.  On receipt of such an application, or
of his own accord, the conciliation officer
may begin conciliztion proceedings to settle
the dispute.  He may meet both parties,
direct them to appear before him separately
or eollectively, and he may take such other
steps as he deems fit to investigate the
nature of the disputes and the merits of the
claims on both sides.  If he fiuds a meeting
ground between the two and is able to bring
about a compromise, he will record the terms
of the settlement and report to Government.

1f no settlement is veached in conciliation
proceedings, the officer should report to the
tovernment as soon may be after the close
of the proceedings. This report should be
submitted within 14 days of the commence-
ment of the conciliation proceedings by him.

TRIBUNAL

If the conciliation officer reports failure,
the stage is set for the next step. 1t the
Jovernment is satisfied (it is purely a subjec-
tive satisfaction) that an industrial dispute
exists, or if it apprehends one, it may refer
the dispute to a tribunal, of its own accord or
on application by any of the parties to the
dispute.  This Is a discretionary right of the
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State. If the in-

tervene, the workmen may have no alternative
hut to strike.

. .
rovernment declines 1o

.Huwu\'vr, i hoth parties to the dispate
cither separately or jointly, move the (2()\'1-1'11j
ment for reference to w tribunal, then the
Government must refer it.
tion left.

When a dispute is referred for adjudication
the tribunal should hear the Jir;pul(' ‘1;‘
expeditiously as  possible 9
award to the Government,  The award must
be published within o month.  The tribunal
can take evidence at any staee,

It has no discre-

and  submit its

. and also
examine the books of the employer, though
some of the information it ()l)t,:.lill.\‘ or mis
may be treated as confidential. o

Industrial  Tribunals  have
powers than ordinary courts,

much  wider
They are not
bound by principles of Res Jll(li(‘,;l‘izli (ques-
tions can be reopened time and again, There
is nothing like a case law, as is understood in

civil courts, though decisions in other cases

may he, and are in practice, a gidance.
Contrary to accepted eanons of civil juris:
pradence and Taw of torts befween master
and servant, an indastrial tribunad may give
anaward  which may hove the efiect of
creating a new contraet between an employer
and his workmen,

A workman or body of workmen can be
represented before o coneiliation officer 0F
tribunal by another workman, authorised in
this behalf, or an officor of a registered trade
union.  While this is the gencral princil’lc’
some State  enactments, |):\‘|‘1‘i(:ulu‘rlv the
Bombay and Madbya Pradesh Aets, I;m\'i(lc
in detail about representative unions and

appearance of workmen before tribunals.
APPELLATE TRIBUNAL

An appeal will lie against o decision of
an industrial tribunal to the Labour Appellate
Tribunal on substantial  questions of  law
or when the award involves matters relating

to  wages, bonus or travelling allowances,
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contributions by an employer to the pension
or provident fund, gratuity, classification by
grades, retrenchment  of workers, or any
other matter that may be prescribed.  An
award of a tribunal will take effect 30 days
after its publication, but if an appeal has
been filed, the Appellate Tribunal may stay
the award. The award, or, if it is modified
by the Appellate Tribunal, the modified
award will take effect 30 days after the
decision has been pronounced.

An award is binding for one year, but the
appropriate Government may terminate an
award earlier, or extend it by periods not
more than one year at a time, and not
exceeding a  total period of three years.
Even after the expiry of the period of an
award, it will continue to bind both parties
unless it is terminated by either side after
giving two months’ notice.

While it is the duty of the Government to
and it can

see that an award is implemented
prosceute the employer for non-implemen-
tation —the monetary henefits arising out of
an award can also he recovered by an indi-
vidual workman just like any other debt
owing to him.

The Act places certain obligations on both
partics. During the pendency of conciliation
or adjudication proceedings workmen may
not go on strike, nor can employers declare a
lock-out. No strike may be called or a lock-
out declared during the time an award or
settlement is in force in respect of matters
covered by the settlement or award.  These
are penal provisions whose infringement at-
tracts punishment.

VALUABLE RIGHT

Onco the privilege of adjudication has been
granted, the workman has a very valuable
right.  During the pendency of the concilia-
tion or adjudication proceedings, his condi-
tions of service applicable immediately before
the commencement of such proceedings may

not be altered to his prejudice, nor can he be
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diseharged or punished by dismissal or other-
wise. If this right is infringed, the aggrieved
workman, without the intervention of the
(lovernment, c¢an move the tribunal before
which the proceedings arce pending, and the
tribunal can pass orders.

All the above, except probably the last
one, are merely privileges. But by the
amendment of 1933 (Act 43 of 1953), for
the first time a very valuable right has
bheen conferred on  workmen. It is the
retrenchment and lay-off benefits. Under the
retrenchment provisions, no workman can be
«retrenched ” without satisfying some condi-
tions: (i) the principle of « Jast-come-first-
go” must be applied, (i) the names of the
rotrenched  workers should be kept on a
register and they should be given the first
chance when a vacancy arises or when new
hands are recruited; and (iii) compensation
must be given on the basis laid down in
the Act.

The law provides that the retronched work-
man should he given one month’s notice pay
and 13 days gratuity for every year of service,
caleulated on the average of the last three
months’ wages (basic salary and allowances
together). These henefits arce to be in addition
to the normal retirement or other benefits
provided by the employer,

« Retrenchment ” for the purposes of the
Act does not have its ordinary meaning, but
means < termination by the employer of the
services of a workman for any reason whatso-
over, otherwise than as a punishment inflicted
by way of disciplinary action”’. It will not,
however, include voluntary retirement of
the workman, or retirement of the workman
on reaching the age of superannuation, if the
contract of employment between the cm-
ployer and the workman concerned contains
a stipulation in that behalf or termination of
the services of » workman on the ground of
continuous ill-health.

It has been held that every one of these
are ““ objective” conditions and can therefore
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be subject to the scrutiny of tribunals,
Whether there is any need for retrenchment
can also be the basis of a dispute.  (Inciden-
tally, that right was first conceded in a case
involving the workmen of “Vishwamitra”,
Kanpur, which the IFWJ took up and fought
successfully right up to the Supreme Court).
Also, the henefits granted are individual
rights and as such the workman concerned
can himself move, without the intervention
of a government or a union, for the collec.
tion of his dues under the above provisions.
The law is not, however, clear—the ques-
tion is still before courts—whether non-ful-
filment of the condivions makes the alleged
retrenchment void and gives the workman
the right of reinstatement (with arrears of
pay and all that) or it gives him only a right
to collect his dues.

¢ MAGNA CARTA’

The enactment of the Working Journalists
(Industrial Disputes) Act was rightly des-

L R P

eribed by Mr. R. Venkataraman, Mm.p., during
the debate in the Lok Sabha, as the « Magna
Carta” of working journalists.  He was,
however, misunderstood by many (probably
beeause of a not-too-close acquaintance with
English history), who pointed out that the
1.D. Aetconferred only privileges, and in any
event only provided a machinery and did not
settle their grievances.

The British obtained the Magna Carta from
King John, but it took them several centuries
and many a battle (including one in which a
King was beheaded) before they obtained in
practice what had been given on paper. If
working journalists stand united and streng-
then their organisations, and if the unions
are active, reasonable and judicious, I have
no doubt that before long many of their
demands will be met, for no government or
socicty embarking on large plans of recons-
truction can afford to keep intellectual
workers like journalists discontented and
suffering from a sense of oppression.
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AT’I‘EMI"I‘H to convene an international con-
ference of news enterprizes and journalist
associations to finalise the text of an Inter-
national Code of lthies for Journalists have
heen given up for the present by the United
Nations. Thix subject has been hefore the
UN and its subsidiary hodies in one form or
the other for the last goeveral vears, Under
the direction of the UN General Assembly,
the Qecretary-General addressed various inter-
national and national organisations twice seek-
ing their views on the calling of such vonfe-
The response to the UN Secretary’s
only 51 news

rence.
communications was  poors
(\,n\('rprisoé and assaciations expressed them-
selves in favour of guch a conference, Of the
organigations addressed in India, only the
United Press of India news agency and the
Federation of Working  Journalists
the idea of a conference.

ludian
replied welcoming

The UN General Assembly. at its cession 1
December, HIS4 reviewed the guestion and
decided to take no further action eacept to
cirenlate the draft code to the arganizations

concerned.
The following ix the text of the draft Coder—

Preamble:

Freedom of information and of the Press
is a fundamental human right and is the
tonehstone of all the freedoms conseerated
in the Charter of the United Nations and
pm(:luimetl in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights; and it is essential to the
promotion and to the preseryation of peace.

That freedom will be better safe-guarded
| of the Press and of all

when the personn¢
ation constantly and

other media of inform

I. F. W. J. SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

Draft Code

X .
S [or \ /om*m;thsts

voluntarily strive to maintain  the highest
wense of responsibility, being deeply imbued
with the moral obligation to he trathful and
to search for the truth in reporting, in
explaining and in interpreting facts.

This International Uode of Fthies is, there-
fore, proclaimed as a standard of professional
conduet for all engaged i aathering, trans-
mitting, dinge minating and commenting on
news  and information and in  describing
contemporary events by the written word,
by word of mouth or by any other means
of expression.

Artiele 1

The personnel of the Press and of all other
media of information should do all in their
power to ensure that the information the
public receives i factually aceurate.  They
should check all items of information to the
heat of their ability. No faect shonld be
wilfully distorted and no egsential fact should

he deliberately suppressed.

Artiele T1:

A high standard of professional conduct
requires devotion {o the public uniterest.
The seeking of personal advantage and the
promotion of any private interest contrary to
the general welfare, for whatever reason, i8
not compatible with such professional conduct.

Wilful calumny, slander, libel and un-
founded accusations are serious professional
offences ; 80 also is plagiarism.

Good faith with the publicis the founda-
tion of good journalism. Any published infor-
mation which is found to be harmfully inaceu-
sate should be spontancously and imme-
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diately rectified. vimour and unconfirmed

news should be identified and treated as such.

Article 1171
. Only such tasks as are compatible with the
integrity and dignity of the profession should
il))erleezs‘lj_grllf}(l or a('cep.ted l).y .p(-,mm].nvl of the

ss and other media of information, as also
by those participating in the cconomic and
commercial activities of Information enter-
prises,

Those who make public any information or
comment should assume full responsibility
for what is published unless such rvspmlsi.—
hility is explicitly disclaimed at the time.

The veputation of individuals should he res.
peeted and information and comment on their
private lives likely to harm their reputation
should not be published unless it serves the
public interest, as distingmished from public
curiosity, M charges against reputation or
moral character are made, opportunity shoutd
be given for reply.

iscvetzon should he ohserved coneerning
sources of information.  Professional seereey
should be observed in matters revealed in
confidence: and this privilege may always e
imvoked to the farthest limits of I;IW.

Artiele 1V ;

Tt is the duty of those who desceribe and
comment upon events velating to a foreigh
couutry to acquire the necessary knowledge of
such country which will enable them to report
and comment accurately and fuirly thereon.
Article V

This Codeis based on the principle that the
responsibility for ensuring the fajthful obser-
vance of professional ethies rests upon those
who are engaged in the profession, and not
Upon any government.  Nothing hercin may,
theretore, he interpreted as implying any
justification for intervention by a ;_r‘o‘w-rnm(rmv
in any mauner whatsoever to enforee obger-
vanee of the moral obligations set forth in
this Caode,
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THE FEDERATION
AND ITS IDEAL
By MANINDRA NARAYON RAY

nE Indian Federation of Working Journi-
lists gave the lead to members of the
journalistic profession to organise themselves
in trade nnions in order to be able to secure
adeguate wages and  decent conditions of
work. The emergence of the organisation
thus was followed by a sharp controversy
over the propriety of the journalists adopting
trade unionism as the means to seeure redress
of their grievanees. Many veteran journalists
thought and wrote that, as journalists were
members of a learned profession, it would be
derogatory to their dignity to organisc in
trade unions and thus go down to the level of
the factory workers.  The federationists
naturally replied that far from being dis-
honourable it was the only cure for the
snobbery betrayed by opponents of trade
unionism and, of course, added that there was
no hope for the journalists to get a fair deal if
they did not first acquire the legal right to
cnt';ﬂ' into colleetive bargaining with their
employers like any other hody of wage-carners.

EDUCATING THE PUBLIC

Side by side with this controversy have gone
on the :\v.ttompts on the part of the Federa-
tion and its units to cducate the public on
the degree of exploitation to which the work-
ing journulists as a ¢lass remain subject, and
occagionally to fight in courts on hehalf of
particular members over some specific in-
stance of exploitation. The cffect of our
movement in such a form has no doubt been
quite satisfactory so far. But tlwro.is'nn
denying that our emphasis on trade unlonism
has largely ohseured other aspects of the
Federation’s movement.

L F. W, 1. SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

The present article is intended to emphaxise
that there is no irreconcilable contlict between
trade unionism and zealous guardianship of
the political and cultural attributes which are
By be-
coming a trade union an organisation of jour-

collectively described as journalism,

nalists does not automatically cease to bea
professional bady.  The Indian Federation of
Working Journalists itself did not intend trade
anionism to supersede wll other aspects of the
movement which the professional journalists
have been carrying on since the dawn of In-
dian journalism, for safeguarding the freedom
of the Press as the means to defend the rights
of the people and for improving the standard
of journalism itself in this country.

ALL-EMBRACING

The all-embracing philosophy of our move-
ment was powerfully, though succinctly,
expressed ‘n the comprehensive resolution
which the Federation unanimously adopted
at its Caleutta session in April, 1952, in which
the demand was made for the appointment
of a Press Commission to enquire into the
conditions of the Press in India, with a view
to improving its place, status and functioning
in the new democratic set-up. The very
terms of reference of the proposed (‘ommis-
sion which the Federation suggested and which
were in fact adopted by the Government
with no material alterations, were clearly
indicative of the vast sweep of the approach
of the KFederation’s movement to the tasks
hefore it, 1t should be noted that the condi-
tions of emplovment of working journalists
were recommended as hut one of the subjects
of enquiry by the proposed Commission. The
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\ )
Federation’s
nounced on the desirability and necessity of

emphasis  was - more pro-

A searching enquiry into such aspeets and
problems of the Indian Press as the control,
management  and ownership and financial
structure of newspapers: the working of the
monopolies and chains and their effeet on the
character of nowspapers : the effect of holding
companies, the distribution of adyvertisements
and such other forms of external intluence:
the standard of journalism and the means
to improve it frecdom of the Press: and,
also the adequacy of newsprint supply and
the promotion of indigenous manufacture
of newsprint  and printing and  composing
machinery. Had our movement been wholly
or even mainly concerned with fighting the
employer forimprovement of the conditions of
work of the employees our organisation would
not have suggested sueh diverse matters for
investigation at the risk of their overshadow.-
ing the subject of our supposedly main
concern.,
CONTROL OF NEWSPAPERS

In tune with the spirit of our original
demand, a greater part of the preliminary
memorandum of the Pederation was devoted
to the eriticism of the control and finaneial
structure of newspapers, with a view to
exposing their haneful effect on the character
and the quality of the newspaper. The
subject of freedom of the Press was discussed
chiefly from the standpoint of our basic ideal
and if the Federation pleaded for the removal
of the ofticial control of the Pressin any
form it was for the purpose of strengthening
the urge for olf-control in individual working
journalists and gelf-regulation of the Press, in
the sense of the application of subjective
self.control objectively to the whole field of
Indian journalism. Kven the exposition of
the working conditions in the newspaper
ndustey  was made  with a view to the
oxposure of the highly deleterious effect of
the commercial control of a hody of profes-
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gionnl men trained to perform a public
<ervice, and improvement of working condi-
tions was demanded largely for the purpose
of enabling these professional men to perform
their duties efliciently and congelentionsly.
ven a cursory analysix of the evidence
tendered before the Press Commission hy the
Federation and its units would show that we
Jid not seek the improvement of the working
conditions of journalists at the cost of the
higher values symbolised in the Press. The
hest and the surest means to ensure good
pay and betfer prospects for workers would
be to demand free play for the economie
forces which, in the sphere of indusiry as a
whole, constantly aid bigger units to grow
higger at the coxt of the smaller fries and
{hus ensure concentration of wealth  and
increased profits to a few big units with their
concomitants of better wages ete., for the
workers employed by those concerns. Bt
the Federation demanded exactly such condi-
tions as would prevent the growth of mono
poly, promote decentralisation and  diffusion
of the industry and encourage the appearance
of provincial and district newspapers  to
represent the different facets of pubiic opinion
but with reasonable prospects of sueeess s

commereinl undertakings.

NOTE OF WARNING

On the purely professional side, the Federa-
tion put the highest emphasis on the necessity
for the formulation of a Code of Professional
Conduct and for the creation of an expert
hody with statutory authority and powers to
enforce the Code and to function as the
guardian of the character and quality of the
Press as an instrament of public service,
Viewed in the correct perspective it should
he clear even to superficial observer that
the Federation's case for the improvement of
the working conditions of journalists was
of secondary importance.

The comprehensive outlook of the Federa-
tion was powerfully expressed by its President,

4
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Sri M. Chatapathi Rauw, who at a meeting
of the Federal Kxceutive held in Delhi in
Angust, 1954, felt called upon to sound a
note of warning against any of the journalists
organisations showing excessive preoccupation
with any pm‘tiuul;u- recommendation of the
Press Commission. He was speaking with
reference to the demand made by the All-
India Newspaper Tditors’ Conference for the
immediate setting up of the Press Council,
and he pointed out that the Press Council
went with the other recommendations of the
Press Conission and would be ineffective
and useless if it were hrought into existenee
without cffeet being given to the other
recommendations of the Commission. The
warning has its applicability to cvery other
recommendation of the Commission, includ-
ing the scries relating to the working condi-
tions if the same were to be taken in isola-
tion from the rest of the recommendations.
The Vederation as an organisation has
faithfully followed the lead of its President.
At the Jast Bombay conference it passed as
many as four resolutions dealing with the
different sets of recommendations of the
Press (lommissiost and left no room for doubt

that it was as keen on the implementation

of the principle
cquitable dist vibution of Government ad-
vertisements, as on the setting up of the
Press Council and the Press 1nstituve for the
raising of the standard of journalism. If the
Bombay conference demanded the imple-
mentation, with certain modifications, of the
recommendations relating to the working
conditions of journalists, it also emphagised
that it considered the reorganisation of the
ownership, managemeut and structure of the
newspaper industry and news agencies to he
equally essential. In laying down the priori-
ties it Dbracketed the proposed Newspapets
and Periodicals Act with the recommended
Act to establish a Press Council.

A change, however, scems to have come
after Bombay. Emphasis appears to have

of price-page schedule or
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<hifted from the general to the particular
yelating to the working conditions of journa-
lists. The rank and tile of our movemeit
are showing a degree of impatience with the
delay in the implementation of Seetion 17
of the Press (lommission’s Report, which
impatience has been Jargely reflected also in
the resolutions of the Federation's Executive.
The common human frailty in our member-
ship has received the utmost encouragement
from the attitude of the Government, who
have shown some concern during the year
about the lot of working journalists.  An
impression has been ereated that the Govern
ment are anxious to implement at least some
of the recommendations of the Press Com-
mission relating to the working conditions
and it has been strengthened by the actual
enactment of the Act to extend the scope of
the Industrial Disputes Act s0 as to cover
working journalists also.

The present writer, though not lacking in
appreciation of what has been done and what
is beinyg promised, scents, however, a danger
in the piecemeal approach of the tGovern-
ment towards the recommendations of the
Press Comnission. Whether or not there is
4 method in the madness evident in Delhi,
the current poliey of the Government is capa-
ble of diverting the attention of working jour-
nalists from the whole of the recommenda-
tiong of the Press Commission to a part
thereof. In fact, such diversion to some
extent has already been effected and to that
extent our movement has fallen from the
ideal it had set before it at its inception.
That is the danger against which the present
article is intended to be a warning. By culti-
vating excessive preoceupation with the work-
ing conditions we run the risk of heing untrue
{0 the fundamentals of the profession of pub.
lic service which journalism 19, In that way
we will give to the critics of our mm'emm.n
the much-desired opportunity to have the

last laugh.
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A Vanished Race

Giants who set up great Traditions

By S. P. THIAGARAJAN

PAR'I‘ Two of the report of the Press Com-
mission, which purports to be a “History of
Indian Journalism,” is a remarkable compila-
tion. Faulty in its architectonics, inaccurate
in places, grievous in its omissions, and very
often a thing of shreds and patches, it is
nevertheless a work of patient research,
which will doubtless be useful for a more
informed student of Indian journalism. It
has, however, one merit. It isa reminder to
the present-day journalist and the public
of the splendid traditions to which Indian
journalism is heir and of the integrity and
high-souled scriousness of the men who, with
no thought of any material reward, built up
this mighty instrument for the education and
political advancement of their fellows.

The idealism and  burning devotion to
public good which actuated the early beget.
ters of Indian journalism is a marvel. The
learned Vice-Chancellor of the Banaras Uni.
versity spoke recently of ‘the days of the
great journalists.”” And he was right. Great
thoy undoubtedly were in every way, great
in faith, great in integrity, great in the cour-
age of their convictions. The Press was in
those days in charge of men of outstanding
abilities to whom ¢public and private virtues
were the token and passport for social inter-
course and active leadership. They were
scrupulous to inculcate principles of conduct
which have a deeper origin than in the
pleasures of the senses.” They were also

fortunate in living at a time which might be
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called the Indian Renaissance and they con-
tributed in no small measure themselves to
the quickening of the pace.

All over India men began to think, not of
course communally and clannishly—+these
were later accomplishments—of the deeper
problems of life with great eagerness. They
did not take life in a spirit of levity or seek
to solve its riddles as if they were crossword
puzzles. Nor did they think that the esca-
pades of the Hollywood celebrities consti-
tuted the only worthwhile news. They never
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bespattered  their pages with  pietures of

“male or femalde
particular contribution to the interpretation

fallen angels

of the fine arts. They were by no means
Pharisees, for they had a fine taste for the
sublime and the heautiful, Only they thought
that these were not to be cheapened by
exposing them to the vulgar eye hut deser-
ved to he enjoyed in prayerful adoration,
And who that has witnessed the contem
porary epidemic of cultural pageants and
music carnivals, with theiv glare of lights and
blare of loudspeakers, will not agree with
them ? They bore in ndnd the severe criticism
of Swami Ram Tirtha that newspapers take
man away from Nature's Cod.  Consequently
they strove their best to adopt and advocate
a high moral tone and often acted as public
Censors,

Those davs are fast becoming @ memory.
[t scems worth while trying to catch some of
the lineaments of that by-gone era. Very
obviously mueh of my present ground - can

only yelate to Madras,

VAIDYARAMAN

On the strength of certain articles of mine
in the daily Press on State aid to industries,
an issue th W provides perplexities even to-
day, Mr. GooAL Vaddyaraman appointed me
sub-cditor on his monthly, « The Wealth of
Indian . The late eminent economist, Prof.
V. (i Kale, used to contribute current coni-
ment for the jonrnal. He was little known
oven in Madras, and when known it was
most often as the elder brother of Mr, G, A,
Natesan.  For the greater part of his life he
was an overworked offic qal in the Finance
Secretariat of the local Government. Yet
he has his sure place in any fist of the
great journalists of the eountry. Few outside
an intimate cirele know that he was respon-

Cuible for the f uumlm(f and the early progress

ven now its erisp

editorial comment in the opening years are

worth turning over, For 14 months we lived

j
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whatever their

the life not indeed of master and employee
but of an clderly mentor, placing the rich
stores of his and the warning lessons of a life
vich in experence of men and affairs at the
service of callow vouth. 1 know not if,
excepling  Mr. S0 Kasturi Ranga  lveagar,
Me. Vaidvaranan had anyone to excel hinin
this human relationship towards employces,
In fact, in many other matters his likeness to
Me. Ivengar stands out: for he also abhorred
statements out of relation to well-tested and
sifted facts.

It was no surprise to anyone that, different
as their ways were, these two had genuine
regard for each other. It was while walking
along the Marina at Madras, as Bipin Chandra
Pal was conquering the waves with his stento-
rian eloquence in 1907, that Mr. Tvengar
casually  consulted  Mr. Vaidyaraman over
likely sub-editors.  The result was that V. =,
Ramaswami Sastri, vounger brother of the
Rt. Hon. V. 8. Srinivasa Sastri, was diverted
from law to journalism. And the other
great Assistant Editor of «The Hindu 7, the
late K. P. Viswanatha Iver, wax also a
choice of Mr. Vaidyaraman. 'To him also
Mysore owes Mr. ¢. Hayavadana Rao. The
place was first offered to Mr. S, K. Sarma, a
well-known journalist and student of mone-
tary problems. But the latter preferred Law,
Mr. Vaidyaraman had his place in the small
but effective band of public men who made
Tndian Public Finance their especial pro,
vince.  Prominent men like Dinshaw  Wacha
Srinivasa Sastri, Vaman Govind Kale and
¢. Y. Chintamani held him in high regavd
and cared to take note of hix views,

Of “The Hindu”’, and particularly of Mr.
S, Kasturi Ranga Iyengar and his very
brilliant sueccessor in the editorship, more is
to be said, < The Hindu ™
institution in the South,
know much of its editorial side in the days of
which even then had

is somewhat of an
I was too voung to

(. Subramania lIyver,

touched the pinnacle of power Jut the
veteran once told me m the. (*\(*mn«r of his
g > e
"’g
N
Qk B
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days,. when he came to his district to propa-
gandise what was then called the New Move-
ment, that his colleagues on ** The Hindy”
were worth their weight in gold,  Of one ot
tIh(;m, Dewan Bahadur Karunakara Menon
spend e whle dug i s e et 19

. v A h him 1n connection
with a political conference staged by what went
fﬂsoz:"s?ort time as the Madras Presidency
\ssociation intended to combat the then
rsing Justice Party. He ended finally as a
Travun'corc official. There were horrified 0(;m(—
ments in those days as this was considered a

£ . ace
all from grace. That he was a journalist of

fire it
and enthusiasm he demonstrated when

uI 2] M 3
wder his own steam he ran the “Indian

atriot 7' for a short period in Madras,

KASTURI RANGA 1YENGAR

Its present position “The Hindu™ owes
;ntlrely to the genius of Mr, Kasturi Ranga
vengar: his suc : i o

g successors have worthily carried

out those technical exeellences which he w88
the first to discern and adopt in Madras. He
had been a Government servant, and later 8
p'mctising advocate, and was reaching out to
hlf‘. fifticth year when he bought «The
}‘h"d“” which was then tossed on a sed of
f‘m;m(:i;tl trouble.  Though so newly come
1-nt() the ownership of the most ;;owcl'f“]
Journal in Madras, Mr. Iyengar showed him-
self a journalist par ::.'r(-vllvncu, and an
ei.lici(ent manager to hoot. What often struck
hig staff was his objectivity in news and his
sgrupulous fairness in the appraisal of poli-
cies and personalities.  His own editoriald
were models of the judicial approach,—a fair
presentation of the opponent’s case with
nothing omitted or slurred over, the arguments
against marshalled in formidable array, and
icn the conclusion emerging with fawless,
impersonal logic.  Very often he conld not
f(?l'})(!&bl‘ the temptation to quote from one of
his favourites, Burke, Bright, Mill, or Morley,
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to enforce an argument. He was master of
the apt phrase, as when he improved an
impetuous sub-editor’s article, which stated
that the Liberals were dovetailing into the
official corps for “lack of occupation”,
“«Qccupation” he changed into ¢« insight "',
and what a difference in dignity and poise !

He had another very excellent quality,
now sadly missed in most editors. He did
1ot mind his sub-editors placing freely before
him views opposed to his own. He so
thoroughly put us all at case. He never
asked his sub-editors to write on topics
whereon he thought they held views opposed
to his own or the policy of the paper.
The respect he paid to the individuality
of the staff deserved, and was paid back in,
the profoundest regard for him hy his
stafl.

It came about that, later, he took to hig
bed, wherefrom he followed both his paper
and current events with greater severity but
less cccentricity than Lord Northeliffe. Now
and again *“ The Hindu " took a view opposed
to his own; for in later life he all but
embraced extreme (fandhiite positions. His
was a growing, not static mind ; and he always
abhorred narrow provincial points of view,
This hecame most embarrassing at the time
of the Delhi Special Congress, when the
Mahatma made Das his attorney and retired
from the direction of the Congress. Sub.
editors had an unpleasant surprise when they
were asked to troop up to Farm House one
by one on successive mornings to hear his
criticism and admonition of «“The Hindu”
supporting the compromise. Though in the
ultimate < The Hindu™ as an institution
triumphed over its editor, he never allowed
an angry word to pass his lips. I have never
seen or heard of an editor-proprietor 80
keenly alive to the wisdom of treating his
stafl as members of one fraternity.

The incident above deseribed had a curious
Mr. C. Rzmjag()]mlzwhari, «the stern

sequel.
South,” was then stamped-

covenanter of the
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ing the countryside making speeches of great
power stressing the No-Changers’ position.
Though in those days he used to be described
as “ the solitary raven croaking from Salem,”
« The Hindu * nevertheless published the full
text of his speeches. At Nagpur, in one
of his speeches, C. R. delivered himself of
words to this effect, as irrelevant as they
were mischievous: My esteemed friend,
the editor of ¢ The Hindu ", [ am sorry to say,
is lying ill in his bed. But his leader-writer
goes on writing in a bantering tone. Banter
is hardly the right mood in which to approach
these serious questions.,” When a similar
remark was made in < New India” by Dr.
Besant, suggesting that the editor, ill and in
bed, held views contrary to those expressed
by his understudies editorially, ¢ The Hindu”
smote her hip and thigh and only her mangled
remains were to be seen. The sub-editor who
edited the copy and came across this sentence
took it to the officiating editor, Mr. S. Ranga-
swami, who evidently was sought to be hit at.
The latter simply said that it must go all as
spoken and without excision : and so did the
whole go in. Tt was seldom the practice of
« The Hindu ** to shut out unpleasant refer-
ences to itself from its columns,

S. RANGASWAMI

And when Mr. Kasturi Ranga Tyengar died
in 1923, there never was any doubt about the
succession. Of S. Rangaswami it is difficult
for this writer to speak without considerable
emotion. He was non.pareil and was too
early lost to the country within three years
of his assuming the editorship, when barely
40 years of age and as he was reaching out to
the full maturity of his astonishing powers.
He it was more than anyone else who made
the literary reputation of the paper, though
often by his allusive language he seemed to

delight in playing hide and seek with the
reader. Of satire and irony he was a brilliant
master: even those who winced under the
lash of his pen admired the brilliance of his
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style. He was called s martial law officer.”
Yet it was not a drum-head court-martial.
He was scerupulously fair. And it was all
produced with effortless case in the matter of
a few minutes, The penctrating power of his
intelleet was seen in the weekly summaries of
World War [, wherein he went to the heart of
campalgns i arcas and over a terrain to which
he was such an utter stranger: and rarely
were his forecasts falsified Dy events, The
erisp vigour of his language was a reflection
of his own robust and masceuline intelleet. In
the daily converse of office or life he showed
himself singularly {ree of those smallnesses,
icadousies and rancour that are the bane of
life.  One instruction of his on assuming the
editorship is a reminder of the kind of chief
he was and what he expected of his colleagues.
Sub-editors must not. wait to be told, he aaid ;
they have been sufficiently long in this office
to know the needs and policy of the paper.
Though the Indian Liberals came in for the
severest castigation at his hands, he remarked
to an old colleague that they were at any
vate gentlemen s this in reference to current
controversies when the Swarajists were hurl-
ing epithets like  liar’" at one another.

MADRAS STANDARD

It would he ungracious to onut any reference
to Dr. Besant. The “Madras Standard’ was the
first among Indian newspapers in Madras to
aim at brightness and enterprise. 1t had first
Subramania [yer and later that genius

under G.
which

({., Parameswaran Pillai, “a trait
characterised  some of the successful news-
papers of Bogland.” In vivacity it is doubt-
ful if it has since been equalled in this
country.  And no wonder.  For it was able
to enlist the literary sympathies of Mr.
Kardley Norton, whose spicy comments oD
current aflairs were as good as @& nervine
tonic., It had also that born humorist, Dr.
T. M. Nair, contributing pen portraits, the
like of which we have not come across since
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his death, though there is no lack of pale
imitators of A, L Go,oat his flattest, (Dr.
Nair by and by set up a tabernacle of lis
own under the flag < Justice 77 as the organ
of the new non-Brahmin movement in Madras.
That was a tragic commentary on the
¢lannishness of those who then monopolised
public life in Madras).  Sir Dinshaw Wacha
for long wrote a Bombay letter to the ‘Madras
Standard’ which used to be Japped up with
the same avidity as the Bombay letters to
« (fapital > of Caleutta, Sir Dinshaw, by all
records, seems to have heen an active Madras
journatist + for he long wrote the monthiy
diary for “Indian teview under the nom

de plume, Rajduart.”
Dr. BESANT

By and:by, in spite of the well-meant labours
of Raman Pillai and Ramasesha Iver, the
axtandard’ fell on evil times. Finally in 1915 it
came into the capable hands of Dr. Besant, who
then threw herself into the Home Rule agita-
tion. The paper itself was re-christened ““New
[ndia.” It used to be said of her that she
showed such unwearying industry and atten-
tion to detail that nothing went into the
paper without her satisfving herself about i
This side of her work this writer never knew
personatly. But the New India’ was the first
among our newspapers o overreach  the
10,000 limit in subseribers: and it always
eschewed advertisements of intoxicants.

It fell to this writer once to interview her
in connection with the agitation she was
promoting over her Commonwealth of India
Bill.  She was all kindness and handed over
to me a pull of what was to be that evening’s
oditorial and said it contained the answers to
all possible queries.  The question was put
to her why, she being an ex-President of the
(ongress and hence a member of the A, 1. C. C.
should not work through the Congress

she
instead of diverting the energics of the all too
fow earnest public workers we had. Tmmedi-
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ately her manner q'h;a.ngm], and as was written
at, the time, < Dr. Besant withdrew as if
fearing cerebral agitation.”

Here the reader will perhaps excuse a final
word. After 17 strenuous years of undaun
ted fight for people, in spite of some unlucky
aberration, “ New India > ceased publication
mo 1933, Yet such is the camaraderie in
Madras journalism that no newspaper thought
it worth while to commemorate the passing
away of a one-time stout-hearted fighter in
the popular cause, whose buoyancy, energy
and persistence were truly marvellous,

THIRU VI. KA.

Of far different. calibre was Thiru V. Kalya.
nasundara Mudaliar, who died a little over
two years ago. It is appropriate that his
name should come after Dr. Besant’s. He
was connected with the first trade anion mov,.
ment in this country sponsored hy B. P. Wadia
of the Theosophical Socicty. He was the fine
flowering of ancient Tamil culture, and though
he edited a Tamil daily and a Tamil weekly, la-
ter convertedinto tri-weekly, he worked alsoin
far roomier fields. A genuine humanist, he dis.
carded nothing appertaining to man. ‘My name
18 Million,” he might well have said adapting a
European saying. A teacher of Tamil, of
whose nuances, literary and philosophical, he
was an unrivalled master. He drifted into jonr-
nalism as the result of the non-co-operation
movement. When by and by he abandoned
his daily newspaper and started his *“ Nava-
sakti 7, I came into contact with him, mainly
through our common attachment to 8. Srini-
vasa Iyengar, To his tri-weekly 1 used to
contribute 2 weckly causeric every Tuesday :
for it was his earnest hope that I would re-
turn to Tamil journalism. Then T found that
his approach to public questions was entirely
humanistic. Compassion was the keynote of
his philosophy. Tamil journalists we have in
plenty but seldom are we likely to come
across one like him steeped in the ancient
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wisdom of the land, who fashioned Tamil
mto  a perfect.  instrument for :lll:l‘lyﬂi"g
modern ills and devising remedies for our
race.

I rather think that the late Syed Abdullab
Brelvi was unother like Kalyanasundara Muda-
liar. Though not among his colleagues, my con
nection with him had been constant and ¢10se
for nearly 25 vears. Only those who wer€
his daily companions in the arduous t;usk'o
producing o daily newspaper can speak with
authority born of inside knowledge of his place
and function as editor. But [ always think f‘f
the “piety of his speech,” using the phrase 1!
no theological sense He always in;:ominart"’d
peace, wherever he went, Shy and retiring hy
nature, he was reticent, where his pormnml
life was concerned.  Yet, when a colleagu®
lost his father, Brelvi did not think for @
minute, in spite of the doctor’s stern intel”
diet, of elimbing two floors to condole with
him., As an editor he never allowed even
the tallest politician to interfere with his staff
or his duties. Through his long carcer he
had befriended the cause of working journa-
lists, of whom indeed he considered himself
one.  He never soiled his pages by partisal)
propaganda, by distortion or suppression, &
remarkable achicvement when we think of it
seriously. It was characteristic of his life and
purpose that almost the final deliberate act of
his life was to write & moving appeal to the
R., ‘whom hisg Union
was entertaining at the Taj Mahal Hotel, in
which he avowed his conviction that < a free
and independent Press is as essential to &
democracy as

Governor-General, €,

democracy is  essentinl t0
the existence of a free and ind(»pcnde“t
Press,’

GOPINATH

Before these random jottings are con-
cluded, I should not fail to mention that
excellent man, friend and citizen, (}()pin&frh
Srivastava, the rcal begetter of the Indian
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Federation of Working Journalists. He had
run in harness in his carly days with that
interesting journalist, ¢. S. Ranga Iy.el‘, o,n
the * Indian Daily Telegraph.” Gopinath’s
blithe candour of approach to all public flllfas.
tions and his noble quality of equanimity
endeared him to his friends. Though on the
surface the most cquable of men, he was
vital heat in things worth waxing hot over,
and he never abandoned or compromised his

1 ] s
He was the only Congressman,
a
¢

principles.
probably, who, though mnot selectc(.l as
candidate, refused to run up to Delhi, ref'u-
sed to nurse any private grievance of his,
but most uncomplainingly and assiduously
worked to bring about the success of the
Congress candidates in the ol(mtmnﬁ, He was
above all the wide-cyed, the “.rl(lc awake
journalist who always put truth in the ﬁrs.t
place. He filled with distinction many pos‘l—‘
tions in the public life of Uttar Pradesh before

KERALA

The Potential Sellers’ Market
is ADEQUATELY SERVED by
THE KERALA BHUSHANAM
Malayalam Daily

with unique class of readership
READERSHIP
COVERAGE
CIRCULATION

A MUST for home
for every budget

leading in

every

Served by all  Leading  News
Services, Correspondents d’e
Representatives Throughout India
THE KERALA BHUSHANAM
P. B. No. 2, KOTTAYAM
T. C. State

he was 80 premzmturo]y cut off.

THE MURUGAPPA AGENCIES LTD.

Exporters of Mineral Ores

106, ARMENIAN STREET
G. T. MADRAS

L F. W. J. SOUVENIR, JULY 1955




INDIA’S PROGRESS

A set of six PER'OD'CALS projecting

AND DEVELOPMENT

THE MARCH OF INDIA
“ A fascinating record of India in its
onward progress”’

—The Sunday News of India

“Every jtem in the contents of
the Journal is interesting

—The Hindu
Per copy Rs. [/4/- Annual Rs. |2

KASHMIR

A monthly d:voted to the life and
problems of Kashmir.

Fully illustrated  with  paintings,
photographs and sketches,

Per copy As. 8 Annual Rs. 5

BHAGIRATH

An official organ of Central Water
& Power Commission issued monthly.
It deals with the irrigation and power
projects in India.

Per copy As. 4 Annual Rs. 3

S8

or direct from

THE PUBLICATIONS DIVISION
OLD SECRETARIAT, DELHI-8

AM. 55/31

KURUKSHETRA

A monthly devoted to the Community
Development  Programmes in the
counltry

Fully illustrated.

Per copy As. 6 Annuol Rs. 4

A. 1. R. SELECTIONS

Four issues a vear. Contains the
cream of talks broadeast by Al
India Radio.

Per copy As. 12 Annual Rs. 3

SOCIAL WELFARE

Official orgam of the C.S.W.B.

and discusses the various aspects of

the social welfare problems in the
country, through articles written by
eminent men in the field.

Hlustrated monthly.

Per copy As. 8 Annual Rs. 5

Available from leading booksellers and news agents

L F. W. J. SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

"

Trle

BRITISH

PRESS

By SUNDER KABADI

HE British people since the war have read

the smallest papersin the world, but they
read more of these than any other people.
For every 1,000 persons, 598 copics of daily
papers are sold, compared with 461 n
Luxembourg (sceond on the list), 440 in
Australia and 356 in the United States.

If you want to read the newspaper with
the largest circulation in the world you have
to come to Britain—unless you are an overseas
subscriber. This paper, which specialises in
printing extensive reports of crime, divorce
court proceedings, and the scamy side of sex,
is “The News of the World”, which was
founded in 1843. Its net sale every Sunday
is a million copies, which means that it is read
by probably 16 miilion people.  On thg other
hand, the average number of pages in British
newspapers today is cight to 12, compared
with over 24 in the United States. While
circulations have been expanding since 1921,
the actual number of publications has drop.
ped by about a quarter. The Press as a
whole consists of 146 daily newspapers, I8
Sunday papers, over 1,300 weekly papers,
and nearly 4,000 periodicals.

GREAT INFLUENCE

The national Press in Britain wields a
tremendous influence on the life of the
people, because the daily newspapers that
are printed in and around Flect Street
circulate into the homes of a vast majority
of the people living in all parts of. the
country. This concentration of mass-cireu-
lation newspapers in a few hands does not
occur in any other democratic country to
anything like the same extent. In the

Federal Republic of Germany, for example, a

recent survey showed that there were 1,383
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daily newspapers, and in France also the
number runs into hundreds.

More even than Parliament itself, the
British Press is responsible for inculcating
that strong sense of nationhood in the British
people.  If the British Press changes its out-
look on a certain major issue-—it is a process,

A figure familiar in Flect Street takes a bird’s-
eye view of the world’s best organized newspaper
industry and assesses its influence on public

opinion ..

| D
of course, which takes several months or even
years—then the British people, generally
speaking, follow suit. We saw this happen
in the case of the transfer of power to India.
When I first came to London, those who
actively supported the Indian independence
movement among the British people were a
minority. The vast majority, taking their
cue from the national Press, regarded Gandhj
—if they regarded him at all—as a dangerous,
comic figure, the leader of a movement whose
activities were inimical to the best interests
of India.

Some of the same newspaper proprietors,
editors and foreign correspondents who were
responsible for or wrote millions of words to
impress this picture of Gandhi on the mind
of the British public are still holding control-
ling or influential positions in the British
Press. But in 1947 they changed their mind
about the Indian independence movement.
Some were quicker to make the change than
others. Eventually, however, they all came
round to the view that Indian independence
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was a great thing and that ol the leaders of
the Indian independence movement were
great figures, neluding Gandhiji. The British
public, which, like all other publics only
thinks about these things in its spare mo-
ments after work and play, also takes this
view today.

The national Press in Britain, which ig
largely Conservative in ownership and out-
look, is always en rapport with the (lovern-
ment of the day on supreme issues, whether
Government is  Socialist or Conservative.
Bach newspaper has ity peculiar jdiosynera-
sies, of course, and sometimes a powerful
paper, even “The Times ”, on occasions, will
attempt to challenge the posture or attitude
in world affairs taken by Whitchall. < The
Times”, for example, in 1938 at the time
when there was a growing spirit of opposition
to the policy of appeasing the Nazis, came
out with a famous ecditorial in which it
expressed the view that the Sudeteniand
should be ceded to Germany if the partition
of Czechoslovakin was the only way to avoid
4 war with Germany. Everyone was amazed
at this demonstration of “ original thinking”.

A MODERN MIRACLE

The production of the British national
press is certainly, as the Royal Commission
on the Press described it in 1947, a < modern
miracle V. To give a picture of the changing
world scene 24 hours in eight pages is no
mean achievement, especially when some of
the space has to be devoted to sport, films,
gardening, beauty hints, high society gossip,
crosswordsg, cartoons, motaring, and other
regular features of the modern popular news-
paper. For his few coins the British reader
gets the most expensive popular paper in the
world. This is made possible because masgs-
circulations enable working costs to be
rationalised and the cost per colum-inch to
advertisers to be raised to what we would
consider fabulous sums. In Britain today
advertisement managers do not have to move
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out of their palatial offices.  Advertisers lmv"0
bo take their place in the (queue that 18
begging for space. When the hn]vpendent
Telovision Authority switches on its station®
this autumn, newspapers may feel a drought.

NEHRU KNIGHTED!

A feature of British journalism which on®
takes for granted but which is certainly not
universal is the ingistence on accuracy-
don’t mean accuracy in the report of facts O’r
news, but accuracy in printing it. A printer 8
error in a British national paper is something
which attracts attention. A downright mis-
take in a matter of fact will not he gnickly
forgotten or forgiven. They are rare, but
they do oceur as when the < Manchester
Guardian”, oun 11th June 1955, under &
picture of Nehru at the Kremlin during his
Russian visit, deseribed the Indian Prime
Minister as “Sir Jawaharlal Nehry "—and
knighted him twice in the space of three
That editor of the paper,
C. P. Scott, must have winced in his grave.

With such high standards of production
and presentation to maintain, the importance
of securing trained, experienced and reliable
journalists has attracted inereasing attention
from those who control the mammoth-circula-
tion papers.

lines. famous

The vast majority of the
journalists working on national newspapers
and agencies come through the mill of the
suburban and provincial Press.  University
education is a recommendation for o direct
entry into Fleet Street, and is almost a siné
qua non for such specialised posts as forcigh
correspondent, leader-writer or diplomatic
correspondent.  But the financial rewards of
journalism have been far outstripped hy the
high sataries that can be earned ip commcrce
and industry.

When I fivst came to London, the prospect?
of a youngster entering Fleet Street news:
paper offices from school and warking his way
up were better than they are today. By 1953
the need for a journalistic training school had
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become so apparent that an agrecment was
reached to provide for the training and edu-
cation of junior journalists in newspaper
offices.

THE NATIONAL UNION

The British Pressis probably the most highly
organised in the world, as a profession and as
an industry. On the employers’ side the most
important organijsations are the Newspaper
Proprictors’ Association, whose members are
proprictors of London national daily and Sun.
day papers, the Newspaper Socicty, wh(fso
members are proprictors of provincial daily
and weekly papers in England, Wales and Nor-
thern Ireland, the Scottish Daily Newspaper
Society, and the Periodical Proprietors’ Asso-
ciation, On the editorial side there arc the
National Union of Journalists and the [nstitute
of Journalists. The N. U.J. has a membership
of about 12,650 working journalists, but
editors who have powers of dismissal are

excluded. The Institute of Journalists, which
has a membership of some 2,800, admits
editors. Free-lance journalists can join either
of these organisations, which are something
more than trade unions since they are keenly
interested in the status of the Press and
the ethical standard of journalism. '
Editors also have their own Guild, which
aims, among other things, at sustain?ng the
dignity of editorship and safeguarding (:,he
professional status of editors, at protecting
rights and freedom of the Press' a.nd at
improving the education and training of
journalists. - .
The men who print the 13 million daily
copies of the national papers and the 30
million Sunday papers are also powerfu.lly
organised, as the newspaper .stoppage w}u.ch
they brought about this Spring made 'plf'nn.
Their strike cost Fleet Street about £5 mlll'lon‘
It was the first strike in Fleet Street.smc.e
1926, and was interesting for the attention it
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DURGA

PORTLAND

BRAND

CEMENT

Regd. Office :
337, Thambu Chetty Street,
G.T. MADRAS-I
post Box No. 1896

J Phone : 3502
Tele | Grams : ANDHRACEM

is playing its VITAL PART
Manufactured by

THE ANDHRA CEMENT Co., Ltd.

Managing Agents

THE ANDHRA ENGINEERING Co., Ltd.
RAJAHMUNDRY.

Factory Office :
Buckinghampet Post
VIJAYAWADA -2
Post Box No. 301

jPhone: 557 (P.B.X)

Tole { Grams: CEMENTS

[. F. W. J. SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

61



drew to the fact that the historic division
between labour and capital, between employer
ar.ul employee, is as deep in the (Jonsurvml“iv/v
pillars of the Fourth Estate as in an ‘)‘ ‘
and simple industrial enterprisc. o

The Press Commission took the view that
the Press was a ‘“service”, but although the
first newspaper was printed in London in 1765
no Way. has yet been discovered of ﬁrml);
ha'rmomsing the two elements that provide
;hls service, those who own it on the one
and and those whose varied skills, talent

nd expericnce alone make it possible on the
other,

TWO CATEGORIES

I have generalised so far about the British
“Press,” but no one who has worked in London
f(')r any length of time as a journalist can fail, in
discussing this great profession, to point out
th;?t what are known as the national papers of
Britain fall into two distinct categories, the

Greetings [from

EASTERN ...
MARINES LTD.

Clearing and

Forwarding Agents

‘i [1/12, FIRST LINE BEACH
| MADRAS-I
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« popular” papers on the one hand, and the
serious journals on the other.

. The serious papers in Britain have no equal
in the world. T have sometimes W(mdel‘ed
what it would be like to live in Britain if
everyone read ““The Times” or the *Mat”
chester Guardian”.  Britain would then, 88
far as the people’s awareness of the world 10
which they lived was concerned, be a really
adult nation. But the fact has ;;lways been
that the vast majority of the people prefer to
lo‘ok at the world through the eyes of the
Slick, know-all, breczy foreign corrcspon(lent
who circumnavigates the world every few
months for his popular paper, through the
eyes of the columnist who rubs shoulders
with royalty and film stars, through the ¢ye8
of the crime reporter who presents them with
as many gory details as he can find about the
latest murder. The reader of the popular
press wants his editorials to be short, pungent
and snappy. The popular paper has a skt,yle
that is a strange blend of snobbery and
vulgarism. 1 think it was Mr. ll.crbcl‘f'
Morrison who, defending the popular Pregs on
one oceasion, asked what was wrong with 2
little vulgarity in newspapers. The test which @
ne.w.&fpn,pnr should be able to stand up to, in my
opinion, ig that there should be something in it
worth reading by the time the next day’s issué
has appeared on the streets. But if people lin-
gered too long over their papers, they might
not want to buy a fresh one every day. Perhap?®
this is the seeret formula for prmhu:ling a paper
that will sell by the million. For, in Americ®
'whcro they have the highest living standards
in the world, people buy fewer p:m[.)crs. Those
pzmp'ers however, are of such dimensions and
variety that even to glance through some of
them takes more time than to read a British
popular paper from end to end. Every
nation gets the papers that it wants and we
must leave it at that.
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Freclance Journalism

by
C. H. V. PATHY

OURNALISM in this country started as 2a
mission, developed into a profession, and
has today degenerated into & trade. But curi-
ously enough, while those who own newspapers
have amassed tidy fortunes, with a few ex’
ceptions, the plight of those who ply their
pen for a living is not at all enviable. I am
not taking into consideration those “arriv-
ists ”’ in newspaper offices who stick like
leeches even after reaching superannuation,
but the writer, pure and simple, who has to
hawk his article to hard-boiled editors.
Aside from the army of geribblers who take
to writing to the Press as a hobby, there are
many clever men to whom opportunities are
Some of them are young men from
bubbling with enthusiasm and
¢ thrown out of the

denied.
Universities,
new idecas, others are thos
profession for no fault of their own.

The lot of freelance writers is certainly
known to editors and managing authorities of
nowspapers and news magazines and periodi-
cals. Yet, strangely enough, the freelance
to be the (inderella of Indian
journalism. One can count the successful
ones on one’s fingers. They are R. K.
Narayan, S. K. Chettur, P. D. Tandon,
K. Rama Rao, Bernard Fonseca and Mulk
Raj Anand. This list is not comprehensive
pbut it illustrates the fact that contributions
accepted hecause some of
ir mark as editors, while
others are well-known writers of books
which have won fame. One Mr. D. V.
Rama Rao, writing a few months ago in
« Qwatantra ', has drawn attention to the

fact that, though he tried his hand ab
out of 80 articles of his
arious newspapers

continues

from them are
them have made the

freelance journalism,
which were published in v
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In India

and journals, payment Wwas made only for
five. Mr. Rao got Rs. 30 for three of his contri-
butions and Rs. 10 for two articles published
in a well-known Telugu daily. Thus, his
total bag for 80 articles, spread over half a
dozen years, was the magnificent sum of
Rs. 40. I am sure he must have spent much
more than that on stationery, postage stamps,
typing charges, etc.

Down South in Coimbatore, there is the
sad story of Mr. Nilkan Perumal, once a
fertile freelance writer who averaged over
Rs. 1,000 a month, but is today languishing
because there is 1o paying outlet for his
writings. He can put his hand to anything,
from an arresting profile of any leading
personality, Indian or foreign, to a serious
travel article. Mr. Perumal once ran ¢ Ori-
ental Weekly " of Calcutta and later virtually
edited « Whip 7, another Calcutta weekly.
He has also more than a dozen books to his
credit. If he had been in Europe or the U.S.
he would be rolling on velvet.

EDITORS' ATTITUDE

In western countries, seasoned newspaper.
men are always in demand whether associated
with a newspaper or not. They are paid heavy
sums and get special assignments. Here, on
the other hand, an editor thinks he is obliging
a penman by publishing his contribution. The
fault is, however, not entirely the editor’s,
because amateur scribblers in their covering
letters state that they do not expect pay-
ment. They are gatisfied with seeing their
names in print. The journalist who depends
on his pen for a living has a right to demand
that his work must be rewarded. Was it not
Dr. Johnson who said that nobody except a
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blockhead ever wrote for anything except
money ?

[ have experience of half a dozen news-
paper offices and can vouch for the fact that
even in the best of them there is no system.
A good many newspapers and journals never
acknowledge receipt of articles, even when
stamps are enclosed for the purpose. Some
contributions, which are topical, are retained
for months and sent back when it is not
possible to find alternative markets. There
are some newspapers which publish articles
hut deny voucher copies to the writer, It is
not as though some flourishing newspapers
cannot give scope to writers of promise. But
they have their set prejudices and predilec-
tions. They care more for the glamour of by.
lines. Forinstance,if a Masani writes on socla-
lism, ora Dr Matthai on economics, or a Rajaji
on polities, they are always given preference.

One of the saddest aspects of Indian
journalism is the intrusion of ‘¢ big guns”

into pastures which ought to be reserved for
professional writers, One (fovernor writes a
regular fortnightly feature article to several
newspapers, and he insists on payment. No
doubt the money goes to an institution in
which he is interested, but that is another
matter, Dr, Pattabhi Sitaramayya still bursts
into newspapers on special occasions. Mr.
K. Santhanam contributes occasionally. Sar-
dar K, M. Panikkar has still the itch to
write profusely. What chance has a poor
penman like me against these giants?

¢ SYNDICATES’

Another unsavoury feature is the invasion
of stuff from foreign syndicates, Some of the
articles are no doubt well written, but since
syndication takes place on a mass scale, news-
papers have to pay only a nominal fee.

One has also to take note of the enormous
material dumped on the desks of editors by
the foreign information services, They range
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from arresting profiles to interesting hack.
ground material and serious surveys of world
problems.  Even cartoons and pictures are
dumped free.

T wrote an article on Mr, Churchill on the
day of his exit from Prime Ministership and
offeved it to an editor. He pulled out his
drawer and showed me three first.rate arti-
cles supplied that day by the local British
Information Service, He had not to pay a
pie for using any or all of them.

When the Press battle beging in Parliament,
I hope some M. Ps. will draw attention to this
aspect of journalism.

COPYRIGHT LAW

Before concluding, I have to mention in
passing the law of copy-right as it relates
to freelance writers  While from the pro.
visions in the copyright law it appears
that copyright, unless specifically conveyed

belongs to the author, some of the editors
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adduce  the  plea that all  articles pub-
lished in their journals belong to themy
whether payment is made or not. 1t is a very
strange  stand and the position has to be
clarified.

The only way to improve the lot of the
freelance writer is to develop an organisation
Mr. Pothan Joseph,
still as brilliant as ever, gave a talk the

on professional lines.

other day, in the course of which he said that
editors must not only pay for the articles
When

they make more than Rs. 300 for a column

they publish but pay  adequately.

of advertisement matter, what harm is
there in paying a contributor a tenth of
that sum !

The freelance journalist will have a better
deal only when ““scissors and paste’ journa-
lism which flourishes in several journals and
newspapers even today is given a decent

burial.
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Inberpational Federation of Jourvalists

IN April last year 1 had a brief opportunity to

watch an international journalists’ con-
ference at work at Bordeaux, France. I was
present only on the opening day of the three-
day conference of the International Federa-
tion of Journalists; but a good deal of en-
lightening and enlarging experience was
packed into that day.

The first thing one noted was that our
hosts had the French genius for hospitality
but they were realistic in discharging the
obligations of hospitality. They had booked
hotel rooms for the fifty odd delegates and
observers who attended the Congress, but the
bills were sent to the guests for payment.
Units who invite our Federation to hold its
annual sessions in their territory may find it
difficult to adopt such a strictly businesslike
way of treating the delegates; but, 1 think,
they might feel encouraged by the Bordeaux
example to relate hospitality to material
means.

In other respects, economy of means was
not an ideal that the Bordeaux gathering had
sot hefore itself. What the hosts saved in
hotel Lills was lavished on the mechanics of
the mecting.  They had a corps of trained
interpreters to give simultaneous translation
of the speeches in four languages—French,
German, Dutch and English. The technique of
cimultancous interpretation is  now fully
developed and has hecome an indispensable
adjunct  of international gatherings. It
seemed an expensive luxury for a small
meeting, but it undoubtedly speeded up the
husiness enormously, and, what seemed more
it established a kind of linguistic

important,
equality, which is prized even more there

than in Indix.
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The Congress began with the usual prelimi-
naries, which contained no hint of the
fanatical flavour that came later with the
presidential address. The President was
Mr. C. J. Bundock, an Englishman. (He has
been re-elected for another term.) He is an
embattled anti-Communist, and he obviously
reflected the prevailing mood at the gathering.
He declared that the International Federa.
tion of Journalists ‘“is not concerned with
questions of political philosophy and ideo-
logical conflict.” Yet, the next few sen-
tences of the speech fairly sizzled with
an angry denial of admission to East Euro-
pean journalists on grounds which were
political and ideological no less than they
were professional or constitutional. He
aaid with fierce emphasis that the Press
in these countries was a gramophone Press
and, therefore, must be resolutely barred
from membership. He seemed to tell Mast
European journalists: < We don’t bother
about political and ideological conflicts. But
you have no political or ideological freedom
in your countries, and you shall have no
freedom to join this club of free nations.”
Like other men with strong opinions, the
President seemed unconscious of the inner
contradictions, much less the comicality, of
inflexible ideological antagonism.,

KNOTTY GREETINGS

An official report recently received of the
proceedings on the second and third days of
the Congress shows that the meeting antici-
pated by a few days the situation which
arose later at the Geneva conference. There,
the Americans found themselves in embar-
rassing proximity to the Chinese, and the
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American Secretary of State knew no other
Wway of meeting the situation than to refuse
to mect or shake hands with the Prime
Minister of China. The Bordeaux meeting
seems to have tied itself into a knot over
a telegram of fraternal greetings sent by the
International Organisation of Journalists of
Prague, an organisation composed. of Hast
European journalists, whom the Bordeaux
gathering had treated as untouchables and
unapproachable. The telegram invited journa-
lists of the world to “ do everything in order
to know cach other better, to investigate and
disseminate truth, and to promote better
understanding among the peoples.” The
immediate response to this telegram came
from a delegate from Austria who denounced
it as Communist propaganda and suggested
that the Congress should ignore it. A Dutch
journalist, on the other hand, pointed out that
not to reply would be to fall into the trap
and give ammunition which could be used
against the I F.J. It was better in his
opinion to send a reply and make it clear
that the Federation was actively engaged in
improving conditions of journalists and in
the maintenance of Press freedom. After a
lengthy debate, it was decided by 34 votes to
30 that a reply be sent in the form of a
statement, which reaffirmed the Federation’s
devotion to the defence of Press freedom and
of the moral and material rights of its
members; expressed regret at the absence of
liberty of Press in totalitarian countries and
insisted that all journalists, arrested and
imprisoned because of their belief in the
freedom of Press and Information, should be

released at once.
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS

A document presented to the Congress was
conomic conditions of journalists

a reporton e
wstralia. It referred,

in Kurope, America, and Au
among other
kind not unknown in India.
many countries the newspapers have

For instance, in
a poli-
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things, to developments of a

tical character, and journalists working on
them are of the same political opinion, This
makes it often difficult for them to find a
fresh job in case of dismissal or of downfall
of a paper.

Again, in some countries, a tendency is
developing to recruit journalists mainly for
routine work and to rely on outsiders for
special information and comment, and for
leading articles. This is detrimental to oppor-

Whether a revicwer can afford to read the
book he is revicwing depends on how much he
will be paid for kis review. Sometimes the
blurb on the dust jaoket must suffice; and as
this is always laudatory, authors are fortunate
when the reviewer gzts no farther.

—BERNARD SHAW

tunities for advancement of journalists. In
France, serious complaints have been recor-
ded. On the death of a civil servant, eight
newspapers mentioned that he had been a
regular contributor. As a result of such
reliance on outside or official experts, news-
papers run the risk of publishing one-sided
and officially coloured views and of becoming
involved in private interests in the case of
economic and financial information.

The Congress in one of its resolutions
observed that economic conditions imposed
on the majority of journalists are not yet
commensurate with the importance of their
work or their responsibilities. To us in India,
this has a familiar ring. But in appearance
the delegates to Bordeaux were far from the
lean and hungry types hammered into shape
by chronic material shortages. By Indian
standards they were lush specimens of pros-
perity. In their tail coats and striped trousers
they looked more like bankers and company
promoters. They were a contrast to the ban-
kers and company promoters who are mis-
taken for journalists in India, because they
bear the outward stamp of poverty commonly
associated with journalism.
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BOMBAY LED THE WAY ....

BY
G. N. ACHARYA

Hosg were the days when Gandhiji strode
the Indian national stage like a colossus,
Kverything had its place and functions only
v part of the mighty tide of nationalism.
Journalism was more & mission than a trade ;
Jor  was  newspapering  an industry.  The
ournalist was first a patriot and the profes-
don was only a means——the end being the
sountry s freedom. The alien rai had looked
with suspicion at any association of the
“natives.”

But a group of journalists, then young,
‘olt the vital necessity of having their own
wsociation.  And in 1923 the Journalists’
Association of India was formed.  No record
f the actual date of the beginning of this
Asgociation is traceable, except that it was
iounded in 1923 and at the spearhead of the
novement was the late Syed Abdullah Brelvi.
From this evolved the Bombay Union of
Journalists, the first organisation of journa-
jsts ax a trade union.

The forerunner to the Journalists’
wtion of India was the Press Association of
India, started by the late Mr. Benjamin Guy
1t came into existence on Decem.

AsrOCTH-

Horniman.
ber 81, 1915. It, however, does not seem to
have made much progress, and with the
leportation of its founder, it floundered,
Soon after its birth, the Journalists’ Assoeia-
on of India was seeking the bhlessings and
protection of the Mahatma. The blessings
were necessary to make it live and gather
momentum. Mr. Brelvi even tried to induce
Gandhiji to accept the presidentship of the
Obviously, Gandhiji did not

Association.
His letter refu-

want it tied down to him.
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ment.
1930 the Association was organising a confe-
rence under the presidentship of Mr. A. Ran-
gaswami Iyengar to protest against the Press
Ordinance forbidding publication of news of
the Satyagraha Movement and pre-censorship
of news. For a quarter of a century encroach-

the genesis and growth of the first

journalists’ association organised as a
trade union in the country —

»

sing the request, written from Poona on
Feb 19, 1924, ix worth quoting in full for its
historical interest.

Dear Mr. Brelvi,
Your letter is embarrassing. I suppose
i am not even a member of the Asso-
ciation, unless somebody has paid you
the subsceription and entrance fee on my
hehalf in my absence. T do not know,
too, whether | can be properly described
as a journalist. Thirdly, if the President
is supposed to do any work for the Asso-
ciation, vou might as well expect active
work for the Association from me. Then,
think what will be the Association’s posi-
tion and mine if, while non-co-operation is
going on, the Association promotes a de-
putation to a Governor or a Viceroy.
Shall T not be found wanting on such an
occasion ! Everything considered, theve-
fore, 1 suggest that for this occasion at
least the Association should drop me. 1
need hardly say that 1 deeply appreciate
the honour proposed to be done to me.
Yours sincerely,
(sd) M. K. GANDHI,
(tandhiji had apparently a shrewd idea that

by retaining its character as an independent
organisation, the Association could play a
vital role in support of the nationalist move-

We find, for instance, that in May



ments on the freedom of the Press was the
preoceupation of the Association, and protest
meetings and resolutions its main function,
Mr. Brelvi was also concerned about work-
ing conditions and there was some correspon-
dence hetween him and Mr. Sacchidananda
NSinha in 1929,
Leading lights of the profession were closely
connected with the Association.  Not all of
them might have heen worried about the

But nothing came of it.

subscription as Gandhiji was.  In Bombay,
Mr. B. G, Horniman and Mr. Kamakshi Nata-
rajan were presidents for long spells of time.
Outside Bombay, Mr. N. ¢, Kelkar, Mr. . Y.
Chintamani and Mr. T, Prakasam — the only
one of the group of veterans fortunately Witil
us now-—vice-presidents for shorter or longer
periods. Mr. Brelvi was always the Chairman
of the Executive Committec till the day of
his death -— except for a brief period of 14
months when he kept himself out.

It was the affluence of war time, when pro-
prietors paid excess profits and wages went
up in every trade and profession except jour-
nalism, that induced other thoughts among
journalists. The first of these was voiced by
Mr. Pothan Joseph in his inimitable st‘,vl(“,,
Speaking to the new graduates of the l’lu;jnh
University Department of Journalism on May
23, 1943, he said, < Call me a Bolshevik hut ‘yl
tell you that reform and relief together with
standardisation of journalism as a career in
India cannot come through the meetings of
proprietors and editors as they function now.
The man who gave £ 10 for Milton’s Paradise
What we
call the Anglo-Indian papers deserve credit

Lost owed him move than he paid.

for the standard they have been setting up in
the treatment of their staff as members of
a learned profession and for respecting talent.
But the beggarliness of profiteering concerns,
run by some Indian financiers, is beginning

to debase scales of payment. How I wish
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some magnates were content with their six
per cent or 19 per cent interest on their
investment apd left the balance of gains tO
men who labour for them accumulating g()()(l-
will by proxy. The journalist is a creative
craftsman, and the rule of man ](‘_\'l;loit‘iﬂg
man for material aggrandisement is cruel in

the field of journalism.”

ONE ORGANISATION

The second thought that stirred uncasily
was the absence of a united organisation that
could speak Tor journalists all over I ndia.
Mr. Brelvi himself voiced this feeling in an
address to the annual session of the Tamil
Nadu Journalists’ Federation at Madras on
January 9, 1944. He called for the formation
of an “All-India  Federation of Journa-
lists’ Organisations in different parts of the
country ' which should bhe “an effective

organisation to  protect  their interests.”’
Early attempts at setting up an all-Tndia
organisation were wrecked by parochialism’
Bomhbay patriots felt that their association
as the first in the field should continue to
be “all-India.” [ remember of an editor
from a certain State to whom the question
was posed at a party.  Stirring his tea cup
from the outside — bhecause he was  very
short-sighted and dido't see hix Spoon was
outside the cup --he drawled: < Oh, that
is easy; you merge your association with
ours.” A third line of reflection slowly taking
shape was that the only salvation of the
All these
feelings boiled over at one memorable gene-
ral body meeting of the "

December, 14, 1941.

journalist was in trade unionism.

Association op
The year hefore the
Association had appointed a committee 0
collect facts and figures about wage scales
and suggest a minimum scale and secondly
to 'suggest a method by which a National
Union of Journalists could be formed. Ab
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One _ . .
Mo of the sittings of the committee it had

tmltél,tiv(xly decided to suggest @ minimum of
Rs. 100 for Knglish nowspapers and Rs. 75 for
[ndian l;lwnglubge newspapers. There .W:IS
trouble at the next sitting of the committee
ovor the discriminatory scales. It was ulti-
mately docided to refer the matter to Mr.
Brelvi who was then President of the All-India
Newspaper Editors’ Conference. He advised
that we should demand a national minimum
of Rs. 125 without any kind of diserimina-
tion. The committee accepted this view
and a statement containing this and a number
of other recommendations was issued by the
Fxecutive Committee in the form of areport.
(It is a significant coincidence that the
national  minimum  recommended by the
Press Commission is just exactly the same,
Rs. 125.) One sentence from this report
has some current relevance in view of the
still lingering doubts and hesitations that
stand in the way of a fully integrated organi-
aation of working journalists for the whole of
india. The report said: « Although geog-
raphy, language and local interest may divide
journalists from one another, there is, no
doubt, one thing in common, namely, the
miserable plight — barring & few honourable
cxceptions -— of working journalists all over
the country. We may differ in other respects,
but from the cconomic standpoint we arc
one. We need urgent improvement. We
also need the machinery for united action to
secure such improvement.”

It happened that about the same time
the All-India Newspaper Rditors’ Conference
had also zl,ppointcd a sub-committee to go
question of galary scales.  That

into the
recommended a lower

committee not only

put two minima involving agam

minimuni,

the hated discrimination.
¢ ' seting he
Just about then, the annual meeting of ¢

Association was ealled.  Some members draf-
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ted a resolution.  All their anger was poured
into it. Tt was signed by a large number of
It demanded conversion of the

The Execu.

members.
Asgsociation into a trade union.
tive Committec considered it on the day of
the annual meeting and Mr. Brelvi was
opposed to the adoption of any such resolu-
{ion. When this fact was known, the member,
whose name had been put down as the mover,
would not move it. And nobody would
touch it. Finally, a member stood up and
just said, «I move it.” It was as if uncon-
sciously a switch had been pulled and rclea-
sed some unseen force.  There was a lot of
shouting, a lot of confusion, a lot of angry
exchanges.  And when the resolution was
put to vote, only Mr. Brelvi and Mr. K. Srini.
vasan (* Stalin ) raised their hands against the
entire house.

Then came the clection of the Executive
Committee.  Mr. Brelvi declined to serve.
A number of names were proposed and
accepted without the veterans in it. The
new committee at once set about converting
the Association into a Union. Constitutions
wore studied and drafts prepared. By this
time Mr. Brelvi and Mr. Srinivasan also
heeame reluctant converts to trade unionism_
They came into the picture again, and helped
in launching the Union Mr. Brelvi was the
first Chairman of the Exceutive of the Bom-
bay Union of Journalists. The BUJ had shed
the false halo of an all-India body and was
ready to take its proper place in a genuine
federation of journalists’ unions. The BUJ
is now a part of the Federation. Its affiliation
is firmly embodied as a clause of its consti-
tution.

From an organisational point of view, it is
possible to claim that the BUJ has moved in
the right direction. Tt is even possible to
claim that it has led the way in the formation
of trade unions all over the country.
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NATURE WRITING FUR
THE PREsa

IGHTEEN years ago Mr. A, A. Hayles told
me that he liked my first attempt at a
magazine article but could not use it because
his paper had circulation mainly in South
India and readers here were not interested in
Nature. He suggested my sending the article
to a North Indian paper.

I thanked him for his advice and took it;
that article was the first of many I wrote for
the North Indian paper he suggested. I also
told him that the slogan of his paper (‘ Where
goes the road or rail, there goes the Madras
Mail’) seemed in need of modification if its
circulation was so southern. But I did not
tell him what I felt in my heart of hearts, that
he was mistaken in thinking readers here were
not interested in the most familiar creatures
around them. Subsequently, many editors
have told me much the same thing, that
there is no interest in Nature in the South, but
I think they are mistaken. It is natural for
people to be interested in the common plants
and animals of the country, and the taste for
Nature belongs to no age-group or nation.

May Iexplain the last sentence ? Speaking
of a large part of the South, of the Tamil
country, it is easy to see that natural history

has not been deeply, or even eagerly, studied
here, and I do not think the position is diffe-
rent in other parts of South India. The lang-
There are no specific names

uage proves this,
birds and beasts,

in Tamil for many common
and for many native plants, no term by

which such widely and patently different ani-
mals as deer and antelope can be distingui-
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By M. KRISHNAN = —

shed. In a smaller area, much poorer in
fauna, in England, there is and has been
greater enthusiasm for Nature than anywhere
else. In recent years eminent field experts
like the bird-photographer, Eric Hosking of
Sweden, the animal behaviour specialist, Dr.
Tinbergen of Holland, and the German
recorder of wild voices, Ludwig Koch, have
found scope and recognition for their work in
England that they could not in their native
lands, a fact that speaks of the English
people’s great zest for Nature.

I don’t suppose there is any such person as
“an average Indian’, but I am not suggesting
that we have, as a nation, anywhere near a
quarter of the enthusiasm for Nature that the
British have. This will, naturally, directly
affect the scope for Nature writing in South
India, particularly as a live interest in plant
and animal life is more typical of the illite-
rate rustic than of educated people, and it is
the educated people that read newspapers
and magazines.

MAJOR DIFFICULTIES

Nor is this all. Let me list all the major
difficulties in the way of Nature writing for
magazines straightaway. A big handicap is
the fact that in southern regional languages
there is hardly any natural history, so that
the diction and idiom of the writing and the
familiar terminology will have to be popula-
rised and verified, and this calls for a far
deeper knowledge of the language than wri-
ters in the regional languages usually possess ;
and the load of morphological detail cannot
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he avoided till readers are familiar with the
looks of common creatures.

A further difficulty arises over illustrations.
Whatever the language of the writing, good
photographs or really good drawings are
essential for illustrating the articles, and
these are hard to get. People who do Nature
photography or drawing for a living are just
non existent in India — no one can live by
selling a dozen photographs or drawings in
the vear, and | donbt 3f o Nature photo-
Y"l’:l))ll(’l' se s s niny.

The fast major difficulty that occurs to me
ix the unfortunate faith of editors in their
judgment of readers. The readers who like
articles on natural history topicg do not, as a
rile, write in to tell the editor about their
preference. The editor knows guite well that
in our country readers write to him mainly to
ventilate grievances, but he is still apt to
judge things by the letters he gets or does
I have had personal experience of

not gel,

this.

b did four or five bird notes for a Tamil
magazine and received over 20 letters from
1 did not know, all of them
editor told me
ing the series,

readers whom
complimentary.  Then the
that he saw no point in continu
as he had not received o single appreeiative
letter (or even a eritical letter.)

I knew that the readers who had written
to me had obtained my address from his
did not know about their letters
weed to inform him. T agreed
in the circumstances the best
g—the

office, hut he
and | gaw not
with him thal
thing would be to discontinue the serie

circumgtances | had in mind rather featured

the rate at which he had paid me.

From the cditor’s point of view, there is a
further and very real diffienlty, the dearth of
. natural story can be

contyribuiors whose
ople who

trusted, It is utterly wrong for pe
have not done some scientific and very ear-

nest Nature study to write Nature notes. .[t
is necessary for (he writers to be authentic
naturalists, the more informed scientifically
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the better, but cxperience of field work is
quite essential and they should write as far as
possible from their observation to sustain
the articles with live interest and lend them
some worth and authenticity. Book-lore can
never be the inspiration for any worthwhile
piece of Nature writing, though books ar
vitally important for verifying field observa-
tion and for providing the writer with an
adequate background. Particularly must the
tendency to present Nature to readers in
simplified sections be avoided—nothing can
create a greater distaste for Natuare.

[ feel very strongly on this point. I kvow
Nature writing for the Press is not a paying
proposition, but this does not. justify slipshod,
dishonest, pretentious work., Whoever writes
about animals and plants must know his
subjects at first hand and have a sound know-
ledge of them. Further, he must be suffi-
ciently cducated, scientifically, to be superior
to sentimental anthropomorphism. And he
must have skill in writing, so that he can
communicate his observations without being
tivesome or seceming to lecture. The man
who knows to write, but whose natural history
is vague, must be firmly discouraged; he 18
safest behind bars.

There are all these difficulties, but they can
and should be overcome. I am positively cer.
tain (of course I go mainly by a feeling that
] have in saying this, that is why I use such
emphatic language 1) that there are thousands
of readers in the South really interested in
Nature and wanting readable but reliable arti-
cles, particularly in the regional languages.

Much can be done if only editors and
others who determine what shall go into the
magazines and how contributors should be
paid realise that Nature notes do really
interest readers—not merely occasional notes
on exotic freaks but regular news of the
native wild life.

Yes, that is the word T have been searching
for laboriously, ‘news.” Gossip of the com-

71



monest birds, beasts and plants of the
country, written by someone who can be
trusted (““a usually well-informed source”’
or, better still, one unusually well-informed)
must surely appeal to readers, especially
when good photographs or drawings illustrate
the text and make identification casy for
the layman.

Perhaps professional zoologists, botanists
and photographers, in collaboration with a
seasoned writer who knows how to present
things attractively (but who will manfully
resist the temptation to take the facts from
the pundits and do the articles himself} can
produce the sort of Nuture writing that will
create a less silent demand for such writing,
Naturally these people will have to he paid
adequately, but I am all for every kind of
contributor to every kind of magazine heing
paid sumptuously—it is the editors and
proprietors that have such narrow-minded
view on payment.

Nothing worth doing was ever casy, and
I'trust 1 have made it clear that the attem[?t
to convey authentic news of our wild life 18
no simple undertaking. Clearly, the first
step is to convince the editors and prop-
rictors of magazines that hero is a ﬁelfi.
practically unexploited in the South, rich 1n
promise. This job, the job of convincing
these difficult people, is something that an
individual can never attempt; however, it
s well within the legitimate activity of an
organisation of journalists. I think this is a
job which any body of South Indian journa-
lists should take on, more as a patriotic
endeavour than as anything else, for I am
unable to comprehend a patriotism that 18
only linked with human politics and which
ignores the fauna and flora of the country.
How any body of journalists would set
about the job is a thing on which I have no
constructive ideas, but I should think that
plenty of persuasion would work.
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eflections on RFpORTING

By N. VEMBUSWAMY

The reporter is the eyes and ears of the Editor.

There is a lot of talent

available for this very important limb of the profession. While all this

is generally accepted, one may wonder why speeches are extensively reported

only in the Madras Press.

HERE are as many views on what may be

called good reporting as there are varie-

ties of people seeking publicity. Some are

born to get publicity, many acquire the art

of getting publicity and others thrust them-
selves on you to get publicity.

Whatever the shade of the publicity hun-
ters, they are all coloured by the same brush.
Exceptions apart, their ability to assess the
quality of reporting is in direct proportion to
the degree of importance they get at the
hands of the reporter.  The willingness and
not the capacity to report or the propriety of
reproducing any speech in full is regarded as
the be-all and end-all of the reporter’s exis-
tence, particularly in Madras, where associa-
tions, leagues and unions have a mus}u‘of)m
growth and public meetings arc an obsession
with them. I wonder whether anywhere els,e
the reporter has the “privilege and pleasure !
of looking forward to covering at supper t?me
& young men’s meeting or cultural ga,therl.ng,
attended mostly by people on the wrong side
of 60. The duration of the function gene-
Tally equals that of a Kalakshepam, fo;
which again Madras is famous. On top o
it all, the organisers write to editors of ne\'vs—
Papers directly “to send a representatl.ve
and report, the proceedings in full,” D?sp}te
the high-sounding platitudes about.the dignity
and gréndeur of the journalist’s calhr:g, noboi};
ever appears to bestow & moment’s thm;g&l
on the plight of the reporter whose orde
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starts only after a meeting is over. After
enjoying the full quota of his sleep at night,
the sceretary of the association eagerly turns
the pages of the newspaper early in the
morning to spot the report on the previous
night’s meeting. Does he know what it meant
to the reporter ¢! Does he know when the
reporter got back home and had his meal ?
Does -he know that the reporter has to be
back again in the office for his relentless
round of duty in the morning? There seems
to be an impression that reporters live in a
sort of ““ Fiddler’s Green ", all jolly fellows.
But you must ask the reporter: he will
ardently wish that none of his sons should
ever take to this thankless job.

The latest craze is the holding of Press
conferences. Anyone who takes into his head
that he has a view to put across for the
benefit of the public, say in support of the
rhythmic method or in praise of a new b'all-
point marvel without ink, or if one decides
to have good publicity for the Arangetral of
an alleged danseuse or for the inauguration of
some kite-flying business, he knows how to
organise it—that is to arrange a Press confe-
rence somewhere in the ante-room of a for-
lorn house, or a hotel where tea may be
gerved or lunch provided in accordance with
the size of the purse and the mood of the party
out for a boost. There is no fear of punc-
tuality, because so long as there is hope of
publicity, the thing may be stretched to suit
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Al conveniences. The reporter on whom a
mass of material s dimped and who makes
use of it in extenso rises in the estimation of
the presiding deity at the Press conference.
It may be even suitably acknowledged by a
discreet letter written to the Edit,()r.with.:m
eye on publicity for lis next outing.

The “interview” may he deemed to be a
Heve,

1t 15 not even considered necessary to meet

minor edition of the Press conference.

the Pressmen, To send a written note request-
ing the Kditor to publish it in the form of an
interview is  not with
although many a note of that kind may not
see the light of day. Any X, Y or 7 thinks
he has a right to be interviewed by the Press
and feels elated when he sces a report in the

uncomnon sSome

paper. But he is not so happy when what he
has said lands him in trouble, or becomes the
subject matter of a serions controversy, once
it is published. In fact, he will have no
qualms in disowning the “interview  itself,
or the particular ©“ version 7 which, according
to him, is ““ distorted.’

[t is a sad commentary that Indian jour-
nalism, which had its origin in lofty ideals
and noble endeavour during the days of the
ficht for freedom, should have received a set-
back in the post-Independence era, and the
daily newspaper should be obliged to print
all the stuff passing muster under one high-
The sin is not
The over-enthusiastic news-

sounding name or the other.
all on one side.
men have also to share the hlame for their
That apart, it is high time
newspapers cried halt to the reporting of

contribution.

speeches, Press conferences and interviews,
masquerading as news, which are in reality
nothing but so much of propaganda piffle
[t is imperative that
newspapers should evolve certain principles

and publicity stunt.

whereby reporting of meetings should be
restricted to a few well-defined categories
and the Press conferences confined to high
personages associated with the Government

or leading non-official organisations. Tt must

he  possible 1o subject the  tnstrament of
interview also 1o such control by the news-
papermen themselves hringing into play @
sense of proportion and habwneed judgment.
It means that they should depend upon their
own commonsense.  Itis unfortunately true
that many a printed interview will not bear
serutiny as a4 news itenn,

This naturally leads me on to the role of
the reporter himself, who has a responsibility
While it may not be
in his power to avoid a meeling or a confe-

to set a high standard.

rence of any sort, he ean certainly dispense
if it is not worth while.
Mt 8} 1 2y ae ! M

Even in the case of a meeting or a Press con-

with the interview

ference it s open to him to deal with it
on merits.  Then there is the problem of the
general conferences, aunual and otherwise,
which are held in galore,  Oftenfimes {hese
glorified

they

well-

eonferences  are no more  than

puhlie meetings and  in some cases

lack  the characteristies of g
attended

short,

even
them a
they  will  not  get

public  meeting.  (ive
sheift and
repeated,

[t may be said it is the man who pays the
piper that can call the tune and it is not the
provinee of the reporter to decide what s
good or bad. Yex, the man who pays the piper,
on ultimate analysis, is the reader who is not
interested in the effusions of individuals or
mass shows called conferences, exeept to the
extent they afford a glimpse into the inside of
What is required
hawk to
mirror to the public the picture that he actu-

things or trends of events.

15 ample diseretion in the news
ally sees and not the one that is drawn to
deceive the unwary.  Absence of this disere-
tion or any interference with it will rasult in
[f the re-
porter is given a free hand and he keeps him-
self within the hounds of deceney and deco-

suppressio vert and suggestio falsi,

rum, the public can be assured of true objec-
tivity and faijr presentation of facts,  This
means that journalists and NEWS P pers should
steer clear of pressure groups.
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BY T. RAJARAM

IN¢E the attainment of independence the
relationship between the Government
and the Press has considerably improved and
there has been co-operation hetween the two
organs of public service,  But there are still
unneccessary impediments which the journalist
hag to overcome in his task of collecting
news,

No doubt Press conferences by Ministers
and other high dignitaries of the Government
help the journalist a lot to interpret govern.
mental policies and actions. But they do
not give scope for enterprising journalists to
show their individuality in presenting news
and focussing public attention on particular
problems. There should be ample scope for
Pressmen to contact departmental heads with
unfettered freedom; and they should be
given all facilities to get the information
they want.

Various kinds of restrictions are imposed
on subordinate officials; some of them are
quite unwarranted and uncalled for in the
present set-up. Even to get minor and harm.
less news, Pressmen have to wade through a
number of offices before they get a ‘clea-
rance’ for the release of a particular news
item. It is not helpful or even advisable to get
all the news from one source only at the top.
From experience, it has been found that by
the time an interesting piece of news travels
from one department to another and finally

I. . W. J. SOUVENIR, JULY 1955
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reaches the top level, it is shorn of all details
and something insipid emerges in the form of
a hand-out, If the Pressmen want further
details on receiving this official version, a
regular hunt is made to find out the particular
files or to get at the official concerned which
is generally a wild goose chase.

There are needless gag orders on district
and subordinate officials not to disclose infor-
mation to Pressmen even though it might be
mere statistics. Such restrictions should be
removed altogether and there should be com-
plete freedom for Pressmen to approach any
of the officers to gather information. There
is another type of officers who have not yet
shed their complex of the pre-Independence
period. They would insist on written re-
quests for getting information. Recently, I
approached a Government of India official for
information on certain subjects. He insisted
on a written request which was also pro-
duced, Thereupon, he said, he would refer
to his immediate superior at Delhi, who for-
tunately gave permission to make available
all the particulars  When approached again,
the official wanted another written request
for furnishing the information !

In these days when there is a plea for
all-round decentralisation of administration,
a thorough change of attitude towards the
Press is necessary. A free Press is a source
of great strength to a democracy.
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THIS NOCTURNAL JOB ...

¢cMgey were passing through the
Strand as they talked, and by a
newspaper office, which was all lighted
up and bright. Reporters were coming
out of the place, or rushing up to it in
cabs; there were lumps burning in the
editors” rooms, and above where the
compositors were at work ; the windows
of the building were in a blaze of gas.
«<Look at that, Pen,” Warrington
said. < There she is... the great engine...
she never sleeps.
She has her ambas-
sadors 1n every

As the sub-editor leaves the office after

-BY R. NARASIMHAN

chances in the career. Yet before six months
have passed these same persons are to be
found in sack cloth and ashes.

Night duty is an integral part of journalism
in India and, as the grim Jercmiahs assure
us, everywhere else in the world. This very
fact disqualifies journalism from being con-
sidered an aspect, possibly inferior and de-
generate, of letters. For, while scholars of
old were said to have spent days and nights
over their studies, the allocation of the dark

hours for this purpose
' may be reasonably

dismissed as a figura-

({Hil‘l't(‘rl' of the

|
.. . . oy | . . .
finishing the morning edition, the great 1 tive expression. This
!
world—her couriers ‘

roar of the rotary machine appears to him is nothing less than

an enil sound rejoicing in his sorrow and tragic, for it is as a
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upon every roadl.

Her oftficers march [ribulations...... The morning paper is but form of literature that
along with armies, the tomb of serenity and peace of mind of journalism appeals to
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into statesmen’s
cabinets. They are
ubiquitous. Yonder journal has an agent,
at this minute, giving bribes at Madrid;
and another inspecting the price of
potatoes at Covent Garden.””

It is to be feared that the honest Mr.
Gicorge Warrington has been the unwitting
instrument by which many young persons
have been misled into journalism in India.
The reader will note that he speaks casually
of the Press ¢ never sleeping ™ almost as if it
¢ virtue which somehow

were an inestimabl
places it above other professions. One would
have thought that the denial of an elemen-
tary necessity would have deterred most
persons from entering journalism, but such
is the perversity of human nature that it
apparently does not enter into their calcula-
tions at all when they come to weigh their

. F. W. J. SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

lately studied in col-
leges and who de-

gsire to continue a career of study and
thought. When they believe that they
have found a haven in the daily Press, they
are merely being misled.

MISERABLE LIFE

For, night duty poisons journalism. It
appals the veteran quite as muchas the novice,
The first week of night duty is possibly
exhilarating; there is a sense of power
in keeping awake while the other sluggish
and less intellectual mortals are merely
drugged in sleep. But this highfalutir‘f does not
survive two weeks of reality. It is not long
before night duty is revealed in all its horror.

The period of night duty is looked forward
to with terror and dismay. The prospect
gains in miserable squalidness as it approaches
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nearer and nearer. The predestined vietim
feveriShly counts the days of grace available
before the misery descends on him. 1 can
tell from the face of a colleague who is
afflicted with night duty what time, short or
long, must elapse pefore he is swallowed up
in darkness. If he is gay with febrility, it
may be taken that he has just concluded
a period of it. If he is preternaturally gloomy
or surly, according to his natural disposition,
it is an infalliable sign that before a few days
have passed over his head he will be assisting
at the production of a morning issue. Thus, in
anxiety for the future and sense of miraculous
but purely temporary relief from a danger
which has lately passed, the sub-cditor passes
2 miserable life, short, nasty and brutish.

SENSE OF OPPRESSION

Not less unwillingly than the boy who
unhappily picks his way to unwelcome school
does the sub-editor prepare himself to go to
office of a night. A sense of oppression
weighs heavily on him. Around him are
gigns and sights of rest. There is everywhere
that animated talk which the inconsiderate
people who had worked during day indulge
in hefore going to bed. The quiet book is

for the sub-editor nor peaceful music.

not
rly insur-

When he has conquered the nea
mountable obstacles to transport provided so
gallantly by the Madras city bus service he
arrives at office where the * blaze ’, so elo-
leadingly rhapsodised about
of light blinds him for a
moment. After recovering himself he sits
down to his nightly task with an air of
powerful doggedness. The hours pass by on
wings or on leaden feet according to the
degree of misery which possesses him. The
release comes in the morning. As he leaves
the office the great roar of the rotary machine
appears to him an evil sound rejoicing in his
and tribulation. It represents a
humanity and its kindly ameni-
aws work in thunderous rever-

quently but mis
by Warrington,

sOrrow
triumph over
ties. As its ]
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beration it seems to stamp into dust with
devilish glee sleep, rest and recreation.
Actually, however, it is not release that he
achieves when the sub-editor leaves office. Tt
is only then that his greatest trial lies before
him, Stated in simple terms, the problem is
how to coax sleep during the hours of day
which follow. How difficult this is can be
appreciated only by those who have attempted
it and failed. To sleep during the day (as
opposed to the natural siesta, which belongs
to a different category altogether) is to defy
the laws of nature. The few lucky indivi-
duals sleep ; the many others toss and heave
in their beds the livelong day. Sunlight
oppresses them, the noises of the day wound
them, they start at the slightest sound. Books

One must not forget that even journa-
lists are human and have human needs.
No one can give of his best unless he
works in decent living and working
conditions. A lawyer or a doctor only
starves if he has no work to do. But
a journalist starves even when he works
and works hard.—MR. M. C. CHAGLA

are denied them. Sport is physically impos-
<ible. Tt is life in death which they endure.
The heavy hours pass, evening comes on,
soon night falls and the miserable man sets
out again for night duty which ensures
another period of travail the next day.

I have not exaggerated the terrors. They
are being experienced daily ; the morning
paper is but the tomb of serenity and peace
of mind of four or five hapless individuals.
There comes a time in the life of a sub-editor
when he proudly feels that he has assisted at
the presentation of stirring and memorable
items of news. His exaltation is short-lived ;
the attendant circumstance that he ‘‘presents”
them when normally he ought to have been
sleeping suffices to poison the most inspiriting
sentiment.
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Jhe Film

o By o
N. V. ESWAR

HERE is so much in common between the
film and the Press. Both are media of
they try to show facets of life to

CXPression
ral and thus educate them

the people in gene
into leading an “ informed ** life.

Yet, it is strange that hoth these media
similar objectives look askance at
each other. Both put on something like an
air of superiority, and there is an undeclared
war between them. Hach tries to tell the
that it and it only is all-pervading.
ain that pictorial representation
Jeaves a greater impression on the public
mind than the printed word. On the other
hand, the Press claims that the opposite is
true. According to it, words sink into the
mind, wheroas there is not much of a chance
for fleeting images to abide in memory. Much
has been said on this controversial point and
I have no wish to add to the confusion.

It is paradoxical, however, that indirectly
at least the film hopes for a word of approval
from the Press. It is difficult to imagine
where the film would get to without the Press.
The very coming into existence of the film
is declared and that fact kept before the
public hy the Press. A film’s success gene-
rally depends on the kind of notice it gets in
the Press.

There are of course some who like to be-
lieve that films will attract -audiences by
themselves. This belief was well entrenched
in the minds of producers a decade ago. They
considered it a waste of time to humour the
Press or have anything at all to do with it, at

which have

other
JFilms maint

I. F. W. L SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

AND THE PRESS

any stage of their production. However, wis-
dom dawned on film producers as time passed.

Instead of being treated as a nuisance and a
Peeping Tom, the Press came to be treated
more or less as an adjunct of the film. This
concession was of course made on the ground
that the Press was necessary only as an aid in
selling the film. Bach film studio came to
have a publicity department of its own, and
today the publicity department’s main job is
to get the co-operation of the Press in not
only publicising their wares, but also selling
their products in attractive wrappings.

Studios no longer rely on their own copy to
gell their pictures. They look for the write-
ups of the Press to put their pictures across
to the public. In other words, advertisements
are only a bait to hook the much-valued write-
up.  But the Indian producer is still not
wholly convinced, as his American counter-
part is, that the picture is yet to be produced
that will sell by itself.

Though I do not deny that word of mouth
publicity is still a greater force in popularising
a picture, I am still sure that not even the
loudest word of mouth publicity will do any
good to the film about which the Press has
said nothing. It would be a miserable flop.

What has been said so far may give the
idea that the Press comes in only as a medium
of advertisement in relation to the fllm. That
is but a superficial view of the function of the
Press. Advertisements only publicise the
existence of certain films and where they run
at the moment; they only provide information.
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They do not prompt the general public. The
write-ups tell the people which of these films
could or should be seen. The Press guides
the public in sclecting the picture they would
go to see. In my view, this latter function
of the Press is the most important. As a
matter of fact, 1 believe it is the duty of the
Press to guide the general public in the
matter of selecting and seeing films for their
own good. It should be clear that the Press
js expected to prescribe certain films generally
to tone up their drab life, much like a doctor
wonld preseribe health resorts and tonics for
hucking up a patient’s health.

There is, besides, the other function of the
Press which is to tell the film producers what
is good and popular. The producer by list-
ening to the voice of the Press which reflects
that of the silent film-goer, is enabled to make

out” by the intelligent film-goer and their
influence reduced.

A decade ago all film producers were
agreed that, because they had advertised in a
paper that paper should not say anything
bad about their picture. 1 have seen film
critics being removed from their jobs, because
they express an honest but unfortunate
opinion about some pictures. I myself have
had such experience. I am, however, not
bitter because of that. But the film producer
should realise that he is doing an injustice to
himself and to the film-goer, for whose enter-
tainment he professes he is making pictures,
by muzzling honest Press criticism.

The attitude of the film producer has been:
« | give you sustenance to keep your publi-
cation running. You do me dirty by con-
demning the very picture you advertise for

his film popular, There may be some publica- me!”. This attitude has of course undergone
tions here and there which oyerdo this role change and there is a general feeling among
and lampoon films without reason or rhyme, film interests that the Press should have its
But such publications would easily be “ found unfettered say.
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HOW THIE NEWS CAMIE

e - BY “BELVEDERE ———=

«« Phe wood has entered my soul’", wrote
Charles Lamb while reminescing about
his days at the desk of the East India
Company.
overtakes a sub-cditor who toils day and
night correcting copy. However, there 8
no denying the fact that there are also
moments of thrill for him: not only when
he gives a striking heading and when he
displays a good news story but also when
he deals with an outstanding event.

A similar feeling generally

THEY were days of struggle soon after the
birth of Pakistan. The Press of both
countries quickly reacted to the sad happe-
nings in the wake of partition and the tension
continued for a length of time. Abuses and
jaundiced writing were the order of the day.
Both India and Pakistan passed through a
period of crisis as it were. Kashmir had been
invaded and the freebooters partially beaten
back, The migration of people across the
border in search of a new hope aud security
was on. Hyderabad’s future was uncertain
and the Razakars had taken control of the
State. In these circumstances there happened
two outstanding events. One was yandhiji’s
decision to go-on a fast unto death and the
other Mr. Jinnah’s death. It is interest-
ing to record how these two incidents were
reported.
* = *

Most of Gandhiji’s major pronouncements
were made at his daily prayer meetings.
For those who saw the great crowds that
gathered to sec and hear Gandhiji in Madras
in 1946 it was a shock to see the small
number of people who turned up at the

prayer meetings in Delhi in 1947 at the

1. F. W. J. SOUVENIR, JULY 1955

Bhangi Colony and later at Birla House.
The authorised version of Gandhiji’s speeches
used to be made available to all newspapers
at Delhi and, I believe, even API (as it was
then known), by a special correspondent of
the United Press of India, with the result
that the number of Pressmen at the prayer
meetings was insignificant.

Gandhiji’s decision to go on a fast unto
death was kept a closely guarded secret at
Birla House. 1 had heard later that only Dr.
Sushila Nayar knew about it. (Glandhiji an-
nounced his decision at a prayer meeting—on
his silence day. The sexipt, which was very
ghort, was read at the meeting by one of his
associates.

But for the 200 odd people and the hand-
ful of reporters who were at the meeting
nobody knew of it. I was working on the
interim shift in a Delhi newspaper. At about
6-30, our staft photographer rushed in to
announce CGandhiji’s decision. The face of
the Dak paper was immediately changed and
work went on with vigour. Meanwhile, the
Editor sent for me and asked for -details.
Whatever T had I gave him. He wanted to
know if we had an official report from our
staff man : I said no one was ususlly assigned,
at which he worked himself into a temper.
From the next day a reporter was sent to
Birla House. The A. P. L sent their flash at
3-30. The sentence read, ‘ Mahatma Gandhi
has decided to go on a fast unto death from
tomorrow, it is learnt”’. (ltalics mine). Three
hours after the announcement, the news was
gtill in the it is learnt’ stage, AIR and
the BBC also repeated this sentence in their
news bulletins. AIR used to record Gandhiji’s
prayer meeting speeches but as it WS
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Gandhiji’s silence day, the radio people were

absent at the meeting.

of Mr. Jinnah’s death came in a

The news
gshion. There were

somewhat surprising fa '
indications in Press despatches from Karachi

that the Quaid-e-Azam was unwell. Beyond

that, there was no trace of a belief that his

end could be so sudden.
On the other hand, the CGovernment of

India seemed to know more.  Newspapers
were flooded  with pictures of the various
pevsonalities conneeted  with  the freedom
movement, including photographs of = Mr.
Jinnah, from the P. 1. B. A smart colleague
of mine smelt something in this and proceeded
with writing a seven-column biographical
cketeh of Mr. Jinnah. The matter was set
up and kept ready for use, with blocks of
pictures ete.

During those days, the A.P. 1, used tosend
at about 8 p. m. a schedule of important

news items expected to land. Among the
items mentioned was, “An important an-
nouncement from Karachi”. My collecagues
got busy racking their brains. One brightly
suggested that Hyderabad would have acce-
ded to Pakistan. That, we all considered,
was the most probable. Until 12, we were
watching out on the ereed, but nothing of
importance from Pakistan turned up. We
reminded the API office in Delhi, requesting
them to hurry up. They could not help us
very much, for they said they would ask
Bombay. We reminded them again at 1 and
2 but nothing came out, At 3-10 a.m, wo
got a tash from Karachi, “Quaid.c-Azam
Jinnah is dead.”

Most of us were in the Press giving fini-
shing touches to the morning edition. The
colleague who was deputed to keep watch on
the creed came down panting for breath and
showed us the message. We published as
much of the announcement as possible, redu-

FOR ALL
Your Requirements in Electrical Materials,
Electric Motors, Domestic and Agricultural
Pump Sets etc.

FOR ALL
Electric Installation Works Indoor and
Outdoor and

FOR ALL

Repairs to Electrical Apparatus Motors
and.Dynamos Etc.

CDNTACT

KAUSEE BROTHERS

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS

I3, Thambu Chetty Street

Grams: REFLECTOR "’

P. B. No. 1611

MADRAS-I

Dial: 3414
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cing the old first-lead story. The back page
was immediately scrapped and substituted
with the ready-made obituary note—a full
page. We had scored over all other news.
papers.

We knew nothing of the write-up. There
were many passages which should not have
found a place.  We heard later that the
Pakistan Government had lodged a protest
with the Government of India drawing their
attention to the tone of the obit.

India launched police action against Hyde-
rabad two days later. Of course, the Govern-
ment of India did not wait for Mr. Jinnah’s
death to tuke this action. We had heard
rumours even a month bhefore that police
action was imminent.

* * *
Well, therve are thrills also in a sub-editor’s
work, but the general trend is on the boring

gide.”

MAXIM GORKY

Gorky's autobiographical trilogy ranks
among the groatest life stories in literature.
Each of these three volumes taken by
itself would be enough to make a reputa.
tion. Taken together their cumulative
effect is literally overwhelming. All the
three volumes are attractively bound and

are now available at rates noted below :

1. Childhood Rs. 1-2-0

ano - VOtV

THE MOST PAYING &
THRILLING OFFICE
EQUIPMENT

-+ GRUNDIG
Stlenorette

DICTATING MACHINE

This incredible machine enables you
to dictate in short or long bursts at
your convenience at any time of the
day. It makes life easier and simp-
ler, it increases output per person
(yours and your secretary’s) by 40/,
or more. In stenogropher's time
alone it saves you money equal to a
dividend on its cost of 4207, per
annum.

It 1s the cheapest Dictating Machine
available and so every business
house must own.

Sole Distributors for
the Republic of {ndia :
MAHOMED EBRAHIM & CO.. LTD.,

Head Office : Branch :
" Victory House”. G/49 Narasimharaja

SO R

t

i 2. My Apprenticeship Rs. 1-11-0 e 2 B ANGAYoRE.
| 3. My Universities Rs 1-2.0 WEZ35
Avaijlable at :
NEW CENTURY BOOK HOUSE
199, MOUNT ROAD MADRAS -2
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INSTALLATION OF MODERN FACTORIES AT MADRAS & KUPPAM (Andhra State)
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Wik HAVE GREAT PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING THE

For Manufacturing: Different insecticidal formulations based on

DDT, BHC, LINDANE, TOXAPHENE, CHLORDANE, ETC.

Also Latest Rodenticides Based on Pivalyl: Fungicides Based on Copper, Sulphur, etc:
- £ -
e Factory at Madras :
with a production
capacity of about
500 tons per month
R
Factory at Kuppam
(Andhra State) with
a production capa-
city of 200 tons
per month,
—
FOR THE FIRST TIME, THESE PRODUCTS ARE FORMULATED IN SOUTH
INDIA UNDER EXPERT ADVICE FROM OUR AMERICAN ASSOCIATES WHO
HAVE WIDE EXPERIENCE IN THIS FIELD, AND MADE READILY AVAIL

LABLE FOR APPLICATION IN THE SPHERES OF PLANT PROTECTION,
PUBLIC HEALTH, STORAGE AND HOUSEHOLD

<—
One of the Pulverising
Units installed with a
capacity of 25 tons per

day.

Bes TU) (o J6 2N

One of the Crushing
Units which could crush
at the rate of 30 tons
per day.

—> -

THE MYSORE INSECTICIDES Co,,

Telegram: “NITROGEN'’, Madras. 31-A, NORTH BEACH ROAD, MADRAS-1 Telephonc: 2068

Proprietorss THE MYSORE FERTILISER COMPANY, MADRAS-1
Technical Associates: GERDAU INDIA CORPORATION INC , 82, WALL STREET. NEW YORK 5. N, Y.
Branches: BANGALORE. BEZWADA, COONOOR, ERODE, KUPPAM, MYSORE. METTUPALAYAM, MERCARA, OOTY,
Distr bution Arrangementst CALCUTTA, BOMBAY, DELHI, COCHIN,
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PRESERVATION
OF FOOD ...

i FISH & MEAT, FRUITS & VEGETABLES
MILK & EGGS, DRUGS, MEDICINES

CAN LAST LONGER

‘ BY MAKING USE OF THE MOST SCIENTIFIC

| AIR-CONDITIONED STORAGE FACILITIES

AVAILABLE AT THE CORPORATION COLD
STORAGE

VERY LOW RATES ...
... ASK FOR DETAILS

A POUND OF FOOD STORED IS ]
A POUND OF FOOD SAVED ‘

R p—

PRESERVATION

STANDS FIRST IN THE FIELD OF ‘
i
|
f
|
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Equipped for power with four excellent engines, e HERON
provides a rare pleasure in flying  To e dittle foik 1t s a home
away from home. The arrangement of the seaty with the aisle

{ n
provides u fres acces, 1o the pangway. And then there is an extry ¢ FOUR  ENGINE>

* FASTER SPEED
* EXTRA COMFORT
®* ONE WINDOW
PER PASSENGER
The 1. A. C. ficet of HERONS is meant to * FREE  ACCESS
serve on the feeder routes involving short hops. TO GANGWAY
Many towns which were never on scheduled
routes before are now being secved by 1, A. (.
More HERONS are on order.

big size window for each passenger 10 peep.out and watch tne

evet changing scenery below

-INDIAN AIRLINES

CORPORATION

L F. W. J. SOUVENIR, JULY 1935
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