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- PREFACE ' miomss 50

We are pubhshmg this report of our Famine and
Food Commissior and also of our.President’s on famine
condition [5 Districts] of Madras * Presidency in order
to draw the attentiom of the Indian and wider public to
the sufferings of the people and thelr entire depen-
dence upon imports of food grains, vxtamm ‘products
medicines and clothing.

‘We have submitted this report to the American
Food Mission to India and Indian- Food Mission to
Argentine and also to the Governments of Madras and
"India, We are now submitting it to the World Food:
and Agriculture Organisation which meets at Copen-
hagen on 2nd. September and International Federation
of Agricultural producers through our President in the

r hope that they may all try and increase onr food imporst

!

. safely say that this is’ )ust a
state of affairs that arep ’!\e
“ I am extremely hap are tha o onsig~- -

in time, to save the people of Rayalaseema and Mysore,
which comprise a population of more-/han ten MlIhons»
from mass deaths due to starvation.
-1 happen,to belong to this unhappy «Wcre-stncken
Ia.nd which is called Ra.yalaseema that- suffers. from

&
5%

perennial semi-famine even in normal times. But this .

time when the whole country is enveloped in ‘famine
and food distress, it is not difficult o lmagme the sad
plight of the people inhabiting this part of Andhra desa.
As .a . member of the Rayalaseema . Famine . Sub-
Committee appointed by the Andhra Provincial Kisan
Congress I toured extensively in these districts in the
months of January and february and submitted. a

report to the Anhra Provineial Kisan Congress Commi-

ttee onf: the fast deteriorating e tmns and I can
nthe exact

tent emphasis on faming andjood shortrge 1 hpp‘xecxa-
ted by the Government of India, who realise t‘heﬂneed
of sending a Food Mission to Argentine. But this is-

toot enough:  More', Food ‘Missions must be gent to’
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. other surplus countries like United States of America,
Capada, and Australia. Very soon our Chief, Professor
Ranga will be contaoting the leaders of these countriss
at the Copenhagen World Food.and Agricultural
Organisation, and willdo his best to influence these
people to take up our cause and fight in their respective
countries for giving us timely succour so as to tide over
the famine orisis that threatens our doom so much.

As envisaged by both our President and Swamiji.

" the food stores of our. Presidency will come to be

exhausted by the end of October. This -was sireng-

thened by the latest statoment of the Madras Premier,

Mr. T. Prakasam on the floor of the Legislative
_Assembly (date 5-8-1946.) . .

Imports must be rushed in by then. Otherwise
November and December of 1946 are likely to witness
dire underfeeding of all people of the Presidency on

8 ozs. per day. and even the outbreak of mass deaths in
the famished areas. I , ,

There is only one ray of hope. The Madras Con™

gress Government have decided to introduce prohibition
in these districts. It has also realised the urgency_of
the construotive side of irrigational ~and drainage
development. It is anxious to do everything possible
to save the children by special supply of vitamin
tablets. Itis trying te provide emergency productive
- employment for able-bodied workers and full free
maintenance for all dependents, instead of pursuing
the traditional famine relief stone-breaking and road
works., - , ; o
" But everything hangs on imports and more imports*
Henoce this appeal toall-our foreign friends for timely

help- ‘ s e ? ) ‘ -
September 1st, 1946, - K. Obulareddy, -
L Bezwada. -+ General Secretary,

- Andhra Provineial Congress Committee’
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. FAMINE IN: RAYALASEEMA
. I?rof. N. G. RANGAS’ REPORT
’ ’ NIDUBBOLE, 17.-7-46

Prof: N..G. Ranga, M. L. A. President of the An&ﬁra
P. C. C. has tssued the following report.to the press ugon
the famine Conditions tn Rayalaseema,

I have, toured in: parts: of Rayalaseema,. that:is,
Kurnool, Anantapur;, Ballary; and Cuddapah; Districts
_ during the 27th to 30th, June and.visited villages and
met.groups of villagers,. especially Harijans, Boyas,
Reddis and other sections of the agricultural. workers.
I'have alsa talked .to: peasant.gatherings, interviawed
a-lasfe number of merchants:and big landholders: and
professional people. I must.have covered.in my sar
_at lesst 400 road miles, of the famine ridden land; -

Swami Premanand and;Mr. K.V: Ramakrisnareddi,
M. A B. L., of:the Congress: Famine and Food: Front
accompanied me thronghout; The: Presidents; and
Secretaries of the Local District:Congress. Committees
and‘ the: Organisers: andi Presidents, of, the:; Kisan
(Pehsant) Congress also followed me-in:my, tour:.

I have abstained from  sending., this report fo

the press, though it was sent to Govt. in the hope that

rains might'come-and provide: employment.on:land and .

hope in-the hearts:ofrthe masses. But; C. ’Ba.,lireddi; the
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- gtrongh-enough to' drive'away flies'from’ their dlseaSod
eyes. Almost dllare infested with heavy-iteh, zcaused
by mol-nutrition. There:is'no spring in their :feet’ nor
lustreiinitheir-eyes. The.aweful.cheerless childrenrare
the worst sufferers. ‘

*NO “ADEQUATE -STATE HELP T0" CHILDREN

..Only in.a -fow :villages .have I found the -free
distribution once a.day-of horlicks milk, supplied by.
Government.agency. Even in some .of those- villages

this.sypply .is.not regular, and many mothers do not

know of the existence of such a.gift for their children,
But in most of the villages, .even, such a fitful supply
.of milk is.not available.

- RISING -CATTLE Y'MORTALITY ‘

In almost all.the villages visited I have received.

complaints that there is no fodder for their cattle and
the cattle mortality is rising very fast. "There is no
stuff in those cows, thullodks or ieven buffaloes. They
areidried up.to.their .very bones and:all colour is ;gone
from.their.eyes. .Many peasants .are .obliged to- turn
away their.cattle,.as theyino.longer can bear the sight
of their -silent rdeaths.in:their sheds.
%o see :how -the .bullooks which -were ..harmessed .to
materearts were.ina high state-of disease and.death;.so
great.is: the nead of -the,people:for.drought animals .and
" so!poor is.their ability:to feed them. : '

In Anantapur District, :about’5 Military:lorries are
being used. to “varey chill.igrass from ' ther Nallamzlai
hills. But this supply is most inadequate.. There is
méither ‘fodder 'nor -any.  other- ‘cattle -foeding 'to be
JPurohasdd “at-any -price. ‘The ‘present rules “forthe

.I was .shocked"

5
dlstnbutlon ‘of oxl cakes do not permlt their ‘usens
cattl.e ‘food and that is'a'pity. °,

What with- the degradatlon and s]ow starvatmn of
dependents, chxldren and cattle, need one detail, the
aweful prospects'that await our peasantry and country-

. folk in-years to come ?

xEven-seeds are -unavailable. .More .and more bf
even-the sacalled big peasants are forced to encroach
upon'their seed stocks. The:great majority of peasants
have already - exhausted -their seed stocks and are now
in need of fresh supplies of seeds. .But the agric’ﬁltural
Department is not dynamic enough to indent for and
obtain the required quantities of se~d and aid the sow-
ing operations. This is a’ tragedy,

Peasants’ SELFHELP is Marvellous. Despite-all .these
unhappy features and-sufferings, almdst-every . peasant
is-either ready to or:has already begunito prepare his
fields ‘for seed sowing (purposes, mow ithat .the -uswal .
mansoon season has come in, and:is"anziously.spesuldt.
ing his fortune for the eoming season by observing the
thin passage of clouds, Wherever a few showers had
'desconded, lands had been ploughed:and seed sown and
sprouts hdave begun to appear. Where:there:are only the
‘treacherous” wmds and passing clouds,. gloom and death-
‘are in the'eyes of these ~hardworking peasants. They
-never:.fail mother-earth -and they .are all :ready to
borrow.money at high rates of. mterest in.order to .cul- ¢
tivate-their:lands. - g S "

W

- One’dther diffievlty is bemg*overcome by'them ag -
‘too'high ‘a cost to themselves-and their dependents; that

*is;/thoy purchase if'need be, in'black:markets, grainto

1
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Kisan Congerss le.ader has told me on the 17th July
that rains have failed and famine has definitly set in
most Parts of Rayalaseema. Hence this pubhcatlon

- WHAT ARE MY IMPRESSIONS ? (of this tour)

. Although no informal ratxonmg of food has so far
been introduced as in the towns, almost all the villagers
. of every village have come to depend for the supply of
their food and food grains, on the local authorised
‘Stores, whether it is maintained by a merchant or a
*Co-operative Society. - )

The moment the stores is closed or supplies to the
. Stores are stopped, there is nothing to stand- between
most. of the Vlllegeu and starvation.

The number of v1llagers who c¢an be saxd to have

* their own food grains has been dwindling and more than
90% of the land-owning peasants and 95% of all the
v1llagers bave no food Stores of their own. So, if no
foed grains come through the stores, say, after the fitst of

August, all the villagers will be face to face WIth starvation.

Suoh extreme dependence of these vi!!zi.gers on
“authorised food Stores makes the present informal
rationing even more unsatisfactory since it gives no
.assurance of the regular supplies of even the reduced
:and- inaleguate but authorised rations to our villagers
as are being daily given to the people of towns. '

NO MONEY FOR RATIONS

But oven if Government were to assure a regular
aupply of food grains through the. aunthorised stores,
most of the peasants, and espemally all the Han]ans
’Tx

a
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and other labouring seetions have no money to pay for. °
their authorised rations, because there is no local.
employment for these unemployed.

In a fow places, the Distriot Boards and P. W. D '

. and Minor Irrigation seotion of the Revenue Depart~

ment are running the so-called “extension works"
to provide employment for some of the unemployed,
But I have found that only a small section of them
receivad such employment and there are still: large
numbers of unemployed. Moreover, unlike, as in the

usual famine works, those employed on theve “Exten~ . |

sion works" receive their wages only once a wesk and

that is a great hardship. The pice-work wages paid at

such extension . works ‘are too inadequate to_enable"
them to purohase even the authorised’ ratxonl . And

the usual facilities of shelter and water supply at their

places of work, preseribed under the Famme Code. are

not now made available.

HELPLESS DEPENDENTS

- The biggest defect of the present system of Kxten-
sion Works, instituted in view of Famine Relief works
is that there is no provision for the mainténance of the
aged housewives, erippled, children . and other" depen-
dents. The condltlon of these helpless dependents is
already very pitiable. They are Jobliged to beg ‘more
“Qanji” from their own family members who earn their
far too low wages at the dwindling Extension Works. -
Their misery can betier be imagined.

s ~ HEARTEN THE CHILDREN'S CRY’

Wherever I went, I saw only unhea]thy, ematlated.

‘underfed and driedup Children, Mdny do not even have
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" pay their labour with and they are even ready to
encroach upon their own family’s rations in order to

‘feed their labour and thus cultivate lands, What a
sacrifice for the sake.of food production-?

- Danger of Moneywages :-In other places, a more diffi-

cult practice is springing up. Peasents pay wages to

theu' workers only in money. The latter cannot get
any food grains in exchange for their wages as there is
no local authorised store. Naturally they are forced to
pay the blackmarket rates to some one, discovered by
stealth, somewhere, and be extremely grateful to that
scarce black-marketteer. .

' Why Black-marketteers ;- Pending the more adequate
supplies of foodgrains to the stores and the esta-
blishment of such authorisad stores in every village and
the introduction of rationing everywhere, this black-
marketteer, who by the way is becoming more and more
scarce in these Distriets will continue to be looked upon

by the labouring sections as indeed a public benefactor I

What an.irony of things ?
REMEDIES

These Districts have to be declared a ‘‘Famine

Area” and every one has to be assured- both employ-

* ment and adequate food rations and *'Free kitchens™
must be opened for the dependents and disabled.

Famine works have to be opened without any more

* delay. Al the facilitiés detailed in the Famine Code
‘'must be provided for the dependents and children.

; To avoid the recurrence of the widespread 6orrui>.

tion and wastage of public funds experinced in 1943-44
. famine, the whole-heated cooperation of the public,

' there are no local supplies of food grains.
Provincial Government is unable to assure such, .

" especially of the National Kisan Congress and - Harijan .

Congress has to be invoked. Non-official Famine Relief
Squads have to be tacked on to the usual Famine Relief
Administration and at every stage, the newly consti
tuted Food ‘Councils ought to be expected to checkup
famine rehef work and distribution.

Free supply of milk has to be supplied to all chil-
dren both morning and evening and equal care has to
be taken over the supply of fodder and cattle feeds for.
the cattle.

"~ Adequate supplies'of food and seeds have to be
rushed to these areas; kept properly in a number of

"stores in easily "accessible local centres and regular

supplies of rations assured to the people. Then alone .
can the present atmosphere of gloom, depression and
the approach of mass deaths can be despelled.

The vast affliction that is killing ‘the very spirit of?
the people of these Distiots  and creating the fear of
death from their daily thoughts. One. Provincia]
Legislator has put to me with great chagrin, that in
spite of all his attempts to maintain his hope in things
ever since he was conscious of public affairs (1928) he.
found it difficult to prevent the growth of a sense of

"helplessness in his mind for, as he put it “these

famines recur every 2 or 3 years and in no one year do

" peasants feel confident of good crop and no sooner do

we emerge from one famine, we are in for another,”

"On the top of this seasonal spectre of famine, the
present food famine has come in. Kven if money is
made available - and in fact even that is not available-
And the -

s
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supplies, as it.is dependentiupon. the-All India Plan for
the allocation; of; food.grains. And: even. ordidarily
Madras-is a'deficit provinee., From what I. have seen
of All India, Food Plans and stocks and their. statistios,
the.Government.of, India may-well be helpless to., send
any supplies to this.aréa. after the end of August#. .

« CAN-STARVATION- AND. DEATHS- BE AVOIDED-

Therefére unless imports of Foreign ' Food: Grains
pour-into India by the end of August and: unless. they
can be rushed to these needy centres, mass deaths.due
to starvation:have to.be expectéd,

" What can the Madras Government'do to postpone
that aweful day, if not to eliminate its possibility ¥

The-Present Mmlstry has-already offered. the. most
necessary bonus-to:all these peasants who- can econo-
mise their food consumption and who will share in the
geoneral risk of under - nourishment and starvation, and
this:is inducing' them to reduce. their essential stocks
and maximise their supplies of food grains to markets-
The Government can also offer more adequate subsidias
_for.sinking wells and place all its technical and finan:
- oial resources at the disposal of our peasants who are
ready to dig wells, deepen tanks and raise irrigated
..CIDDS.. (I.give below the various suggestions made by
_our.peasants as to.what assistance can and ought to
be' gjven to them by Government.) The ' other big
thing the Government ought to do is. to place greater
quantities. of food, cloth, kerosine and also to f1ght
black-marketting.

The other hope lies in the peasants themselvos
that is. their. baling out of water from their

9
wells; their deepening thoao wells and assiduous-
cultivation of that poor cereal “Italian Millet”. Ifitis
prodpced in sufﬁclently large quantities it will be
available in September and a good proportion of people

may be saved from starvation for Just two months, i, 0.
Septemaer and October. = - - |

What is to happen thereafter ? Either 1mports or
deaths. There seems to be no othar alternative. Such
is the gloomy prospect. Can the public be camplacent
shout it? I am placing these faots before the public in

* the hope that both Government Officials, and mer-

chants will learn to treat our people more considerately:
and the Congress Ministry will soon take up the many.
irrigation -and agrieultural pro;eots that poople are
demanding. : %

President, A. E. C. C., Bezwada,



ORGANISE' NATIONAL FOOD FRONT®
%" In'anunheard of food -orisis: like" this,” the * one*
leszon that Tndia hasto learn frem- Britain'is the’ way-
to salve the Foad Problem by bringing ‘into: existence-
National Food Front which alone can- fight starvation
and famine efficiently, Even.in her .worst .hours. of
trial in that Global War, not a. single man in Britain -
suffered from.starvatian although it is mot an agrioul.
tural country.:. Thisiwas dus to her.unique production,
policy. whose:.execution. was. entrusted to -the. couniry
cammitices representing.ali the intarests including far--
mers anyd workers - with : the-result - that: the raoreaga:
under food production in England went up by 50%:.and:
the production of food rose to more than 50% of her
nationa} needs. o
We ought to adopt the same production policy and
create a non-official ageney for the vigorous execution
of our policy: basing it on the sapirit of service and
sacrifice. This non-official aganey may be called “THE
NATIONAL FOOD FRONT” to be composed of the
representatives of Kisans and -their organisations,
workers and their organisers and also offiials as ex,

officio members. 1t has to supervise, co-ordinate and
guide the activities of the Food Committees and other.

wise implement the policies and programmes of the
Government, thus funstioning as the ADVISOR to the
Government on the Food Front. The President of the
Food Front shall be the Food Minister while the vice-
President is elected by the Food Front itself in which
the non-officials alone must have tne right to vate,

: ‘)f,\'( :

Q?taining funds, posting of officers, selection of- the
A . .

-

npersonnslof the varjioug naon-éfficial agdbnoies that may,

haveito be c‘reated by the Food Front in-addition 4o -the
nF{Jqd Committess - anvisaged +.by:the “Madras Premier
"Will-have. to .be: generally implem ented by:this- popular

. ‘organisation,althongh the-minister will have the. vight

“uig .t.iiffer from it « and. devide ~as “he-deems- {NLACASSATY,
'T@ls ?‘ood Front shall agsist ‘the'ministty»in'8ppoin’ting -
+and-direoting $he special * famine -protection- volunteer- topps

. Hto fight black-markat- and- eorruption, -and ithag*to

fir"."‘f most-of ity personnel from amongst- the- non-
<offmm! publie workers who have been in'direot contact
with the masses. Tt will:be one of the important-tasks -
- of 'the”lijood Frontts develop- regional surveye of the
pmflu'ct;on- of-the different crops and also the standards -
of living of different seotions of. agricultunists and has-

ten ix o1 ; i
on to fix one settled remunerative vrice per annnm for

. woach-of the:food: and,other orops. -

. . GRIEVANCES OF PEASANTS = -
Combum . Taluk, - Kurnool Diskrict.
Psasants complain of the unjust’'Pena] rang.
] vant rates, rang.
: ingupto 5 times thae. usual Low 'Ravinuesratau'up‘on :‘:e
*$he:so called ‘unsuthorised- eultivation of ‘lands inthe

~tank-bed of cambam:tank.’:’l'hey‘say thatthese penaltiss

' eoanJonlyf discourage “Grow. Mors: Food"-oampaign: Ttis.
tfue, this unaunthorised irrigation'-hurts- no <body.bit
~>=ynolds»heavyﬂoropsof'paddy. - » ;

-« Pattjkonda, TalakKurnoolEDistrier .
T met ‘this morning ' (27:6-46) . na of -

: =b-40) -a number-of -. -
e.gqglc:.t:;eds l;)ﬁvPafttikonda +and ‘ffrom}'»thewmox:oral:tf;;z ‘
81 i f i th I Tvranl; . (3% i i :
i i, 1Tl that e tllowing
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» 1.~ More rice is nesded; the present supplies are
too madequate R - .
12, Drinking water as well as water for irrigation
is very soarce in this taluk, which is notorious: for its
.liability. to frequent famines. The present conditions for
. granting subsidies for the sinking of wells are found: to
be too hard and beyond the means of most peasants.
They need at least two-thirds subsidy' and the other
~_one-third advanced as a loan and the risk of not finding
water must be undertaken by the Government.
. 3, There is great scarcity of cloth, sugar. kerosine
and.also agrioultural iron implements.

.1+ 4. .Timber for agricultural purposes should be

aupplied freely from the neighbouring parts.

Famm" Situation in Anantapur District

Vanous posmbxhtles for provxdmg work to the
unemployed people :—

1, Construction of a road from Uravakonda to
Challapuram Via Renumakalapalle and Nxmbagal and
aroad upto Challapuram near Kannekal.

. 9.;-Village works may be- developed to provxde.

work to the local unemployed ' people, such as sanita-
tion works (manure pits) roads, deepening local tanks.
This can be done with the help of the -local panchayat
-boards and foed councils.

3. Loeal irrigation sources and works can be

further devioped in Uravakonda. Water supply scheme
oan be developed from Gadshottur or Honour.
_. -4.: Free food grain.supplies (doles) shall be supp-
.lied,. or millets from free kitchens to ‘the dependerts
and the disabled and. espeonally to - children below
14 years of age. It soems this is being done .in places
Ty

"and -Ramgiri villages.

187

where local rainfall is very low, but in” centres like o °
Dharmavaram, Uravakonda’' Hindupr, Madakasira the
hnga populations of weavers and other non-agricul-
turists are now left out of consxdera-non. They too"
need this protection, -

. 5. - Cheap food stores are to be estabhshed either
dlrectly by Government or indirectly through the local ®
food eouncils and district boards with adequate fman-
cial help from Government.

6. Whenever any of the two kinds of food grains
now being supplied millets 56, rice 1/6, are not avai-
lable, some other kind of food grains, such as wheat,

_ wheat flour, maize or maize flour should be supplxed

7. More adequate supplies of fodder are needed

and they must be supplied through the provision supply

centres, each centre bemg not more i;han fxve miles

from the village served.

8. Wherever fodder cannot be made a.vallabla cat-
tle feeding stuffs such as paddy husk may bs imported
from Northern circars and supplied. ‘

9. Ttis neocessary that the extent of famine should
be recognised by ths Government especially in taluks
of Uravakonda, Kalyandurg and also Madakasira and
parts of Dharmavaram taluk especially Kanaganpallj
In these areas famine in food,
money and fodder prevails and the condition of the
people is extremely pitiable in viaw of the vmt'mon °f
a seories of years of scarcity. ’ .

10. At all the centres where elther formal or
informal famine works are being run the following
minimum reforms have to the effected— '

.(a) Asfar as possible contractors should be

*replaced by departmental administration.: . - -
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~.24b) 2 Brery.worker who offerss;himself: for 1xvork
;must;be:provided swith: work. S coaoor

e

(¢) :1f.and:wherever work cannot-be .iprovided:a '

-worker rmuatbé:fed freely at the-relief works.:
(d) Every worker must be assared ‘a basicsand
mpinimum ‘wage-and:in addition:$o'these ;rates,.piece
work rates:may.be:preseribed: so that every roae swould
.be assured minimum-maintenance:while .offioial induoce-
ment for additional exerfion. :

©" 1 had talks thi‘s‘ morning on . arrival at Anantapur.
with messrs. “Kalluri Subbarao, Chandra Narayanappa .

of Uravrkonda, ' Sivaramakrishna, A. Venkataswamy,

.Y. Narayanareddi and others. "In my interview with

- the ‘Collector I have laid speocial stress upon ' the need

tfor introducing more military -sivil’ lorries ' for ~‘the

expeditious transport of fodder. ) ‘

(a) The need for the collestor to

_supplies of. yarn for weavers, .~ , .

(b) Also to ask Government.of India . to-supply

. adequate quantities. of standard cloth or any ather cloth

_frealy or speoially at low rates for distribution. among

- poorer classes of the distriot. _ .

.(¢) Tor.the deepening of village.tanks.

.{(d) . For.the.organisation of village food councils

. with. rppresentatiwes;of different .classes: of .pepple.

obfain ,Iargor

- T have also mentioned most «of ‘the ;pointa -placed

before me by the above r:mentioneg' “leaders :sam!
-gentlwmen. L - ‘
(1) --Cattle:is.dying..

(2) Food scarqity may seé incAugzust but ithere :i'.

¢

f
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. are some- private: wells.:
ments are bad and corrupt,

o i )
Iron is not availal .“3 : =y~ > \ [
Cattle mortality nt:high.%“j_j_c?' } 0
Labourers are findj ' sal’
Rations given to t

(1):
(2)
(3)
@

g some local employmagnt

Dpasants are inadééy%} 3
. -/

o PENUGONDA* - - e '

(1) There is: water scarss i

1) ' wal réity. . prevailine”

now it is not so bad as it was 4 weei?.:b%éﬁ%éﬁgd At

. (2) M'e't.‘ Gu'ndu Rao, Secretary of Cb-dperafi’ve
stores and C. Rajarao Assistant Secretary of the stores

' ;m‘d' ltzﬂked to them. Bad ' distribution’ of' food stuffs -
ocal rice-was exported five or six months.ago, evan'ag

- lity was-- being: imrported;.

" members.

was  being:: exported. Outsidet rice of inferior - qua«

wasteful, This °r°55'tra£lsporta ‘was

~ (3). Co-operative sﬁoresé i '
Pulses are badly needed. Wer:: oir?::;g;" 6;,;109111;5 8;1 ,
meychants are preferred! Sugar must be ’;'arzidnade‘
.Blaok-n?arketting is going on through Mysoré - Th;e ,
is scayc;ty, of cloth. . Local merchants turn. és;er thi .
into black-market. Stores givés: preference Zo lglti

There must be corrupti
ion .
mugt be taken notice of." P somewhere. . This,

URAVAKONDA .

mbey, ‘There: -
ﬁﬁ,%nge#
—. Py

[

Grievances - of - the - Handloonr- weavers :— At“prasént f

(_?rgv*ex.'nm'ent"is :supplying theyarn tolast only for-tem
days in: .the month! For the remaining. twentyfda‘ys the
weavaer is:nne(nployed for want: of ,yarn... So sufficient

~
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quantity ‘of yarn must be supplied. Safeguards for the

" handlooms as against; mlll cloth should be prowded by

the Government. " : o
.The weavers request the Government. to include

" one of their members in the local food councils and to

include one .of their representatwes in the Advisory
committee of mﬂl-yarn

Grievances of the Harijans:— The present ration
quota is too insufficient for manual worker, so it ls'

" requested that it may be extended by 4 oz.

They are not having proper distribution of mill-

oloth because of their being outoaste people and the

merchants refuse to give them cloth. Hence eeperate
quota of oloth may be allowed to their community.
. Higher elementary schools must be opend in every
village so that the community -may be educated to
protect itself from exploxtatmn of other communities.:
It is requested that adult oducation might be
populansed by the present Ministry.
They request that poramboke waste lands that are
being cultivated by them now should nct be assigned to
war-retumed people, and pattas be granted to them

(Harijans).
Water schemes may be started to improve produc.v

tlon and save them from recurring famines.

They request that a major portion of the funda‘

alloted for their community by the Madras Government
may be used for the Harijans of Rayalseema.

Grievances Mentioned by Ryot- Congress :-As this portion

" of the district is very frequently visited by famines, and

as Thungabhadra project is of no use to this taluk, it is

- requosted to expedite Kumudvati, Bhyxfav'an and Upper

1

Pennar projeots and also a thousand pumping engines
for wells may be supplied to the distriot. The present.

. subsidy of Rs. 310 for well-dxg‘gmg is very - insufficient,

For to dig a well in these parts it costs not less thanr
Rs. 2000. If at all the Government wants the ryots to
grow more food grains Rs. 1000 subsidy plus a thou-

- sand rupees loan on long term payments should be given’

to the ryots. Supply of agrieultural implements is
insufficient. Even 5% of the ryots do not- -get them. By
using the old implements cultivation’ is not efficiently
carried on and so there is less yield. For want of
sufficient fodder and adequate medical relief, the num.
ber of cattle is going down. Negotiations must be
made with Mysore state and fresh stock of bulls is
required. It is necessary to open cattle rearing  farms
at convenient centres in the district. The veternary
staff must be increased to give good ‘medical aid to
cattle. Water facilities might be given form Hagari at
Honnur. Prohibition may be introduced without delay.
The same facts are represented to the Hon' ble K. R
Karanth, the Revenue mxmster at Bella.ry. '

MADAKASIRA

I had talks with a number of Iocal peasants,
teachers, Panchayat Board Presidents, Vlllage Officers
and Revenue Inspector and Harijans.

Local Grain supplies are of very bad quahty.

. There is scarcity of food grain-ragi being sold
at Rs. 50 and rice Rs. 60 per palla. There is black.
marketting in food grains and sugar and groundnut.

No action is being taken against smugglers. Speocial

~R'evenue Inspector eaught smugglers of sugar, ground-.
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. nut, 'Beng'al gram, and paddy about six weeks’ back.
8o far no action has been taken. Offxclals are reported
to be apathetic.

AMARAPURAM AND SIDDAG IRI

Fair Pnce Shops had to pay Re.1 extra over. the
‘gontrol rate to H. P. M. Seit, Hindupur. The Tahsildar
was intimated about it but no. action has been taken.
The Seit is being reported to be dealing in Black

market. The Local Tahsildar is reported to. be.

- inefficient:

Whole-sale depots are not working properly:
Whether they are interested in black-markettmg or not
Has to be investigated.

The number of cattle dying is increasing.® Many
are being driven.to slaughter houses. Great scarcity of
odder prevails; reach head is load selling at Rs. 4.
Ground-nut cake is not being made available by the
Agrmultura.l Demonstrator, so the loca!l price is eight
annas higher than the control rate. .

There are no supplies of iron implements or ‘sead
grain, Seed grains are very badly needed. '

The plight of Harijans is very bad. They are very
much famished. The whole village and its neighbour-
- hood are entirely dependent on the store supply.

KALYANDURG

(1) Not enough work for peasants and workers. but
the customary famine works are not favoured, Stone
breaking i 1s not popular. i

(a) Village works such as Sanitary pzts, bouue-
Bmldmg. well sinking, deepening old and digging new
tanks are favoured. :

’ and;

19

~ (2) Subsidies for wells -’must be inereased upfto
Rs. 1,000 they must be distributed not through village.

_ officials who are corrupt or unfriendly but through

looat food council§ on recommendation of Kisan

Congress and National Congress Committees, ~Whether
water can be struck or not has to be desided .by the

'Local Food Couneil and not by a Revenue Inspector.

(3) Subsidies for - purchase of {il Engmes _are
desired.. ~

(4) Han]ans are experiencing great dxfflculty in
obtammg drinking water. They are made to pay in
terms of labour for the dolling out of water. Local
Kisan and National Congress Workers aré being
exhorted to fight against this injustice,- Police
assistance for Satyagraha is needed.

(5) Harijans and others were expelled by Village
Offioials from Government lands . They ‘must be
restored.

(6) Forests are bemg destroyed on account of—
(a) Bad Panchayat Administration (Kalyandurg)

(b} Charcoal broducéion for motor bus.e‘s.‘: This
has to be stopped, immediately. Loocal peasants now
realise the necessity of protecting forest wealth. So
they do not favour Forest Panchayats. '

(7) The development of Bhyravanithippa and Penpar-
projects are being desired.

(8) Repairs to old tanks and Sprmg Channels havo
to be made at Government cost, .

(9) Village Officials are demanding from poor
.ﬁeasants. wholdesu'e subsidies for wells (bribes of
Rs 25 to 50 for a subsidy.) This has to be stopped, |
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" (10) There is great unemployment prévailing
*among Harijans and weavers. Harijans desire the

opening of Famine works. This is, specially so at~

Kurlagunda and Beluguppa.

(11) The non-availability of Agricultural Imple-
ments - The Taluk has not received any quota.

{12) Supplies of seeds are badly needed. Agricul-

tural Department’s attitude is unhelpful.

) (13) The supply of oil cake for cattle feed is
needed. Its present restriction to ma.nural purposses
is unhelpful.

(14) Children below 14 years of age must be
supplied free meals and milk, especially to those who
aré landless people.

KOLAGAL

. Went there’ acoompanied by ~H. Sitaramareddi,
M. L. A., Govindadad, M. L. A, and T. Subrahmanyam.
President, Famiue Relief Committes and others..

(1) Mei and talked to peasants working on

Distriot Board Extension Road works. .
(a) For each graveél-head a piece rate’ of

Rs. 1-4-0is paid. 14 workers made two heaps in 2 days |

and thus earned Rs. 2-8~0 and so each one got Rs. 0-2-9

per head per day.
{(b) The Revenue and District Board Inspectors

. admitted that the local wage rates when work is
available are Rs. 0-6-0 for women and Rs, 0-8-0 for men,
So the relief work rates are too low.

(3) An effort is being made now to pay for the
removal of top black earth also so that aoctual wages

earned may be raised to 5 as, Even then they will bg, '

400 low.
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(4) With such madaquate wages workers are un-
able even to secure their inadequate scheduled rations,

. (a) Saw the kind of food being eaten by workers
at 12 Noon. It is poor,-insipid, too dry and ounly one
onion or two, tamarind and chilly stuff are used fo
spice it.

(b Appearance of workers is very poor, and
weak.

(5) Milk for babies is supposed to be supplied.
officially and many are not getting it.

(a) Most children are suffering from eye com-
plaint., Many are too weak and suffermg from skin -
diseases.

The supposed surplus producers, owning fairly good
aoreage, are going for labour and purghasing grain in
black market, for they have no grain. On. searching
their houses found only small stock available. They
are in need of rations. The classification is on wrong
agsumption because more owning land is no indieation
of having sufficient stock of grams '

SOMASAMUDRAM — 8 Miles from Bellary

(l) Their local total grain quota to be supplied to
them is 120 bags. But they have so far received only
31 bags. So local peasants complain of want of grain
for the last 2-1/2 weeks. They are forced to resort to
black-market. Even black-marketteers are being
considered as public benefactors. )

(2) Milk is being supplied to chlldren moludmg
Harijans,

(3) No gratutious supphes of food even for the
most needy, have so far bsen begun in this vxllage. .

(4) Froee kitchens are badly needed.
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.~ BOMMANAHALLI — Bellary Taluk

General complaint is there are no rains since
years, - So thers is no crop. Even the ryots have no
stock to give in kind to labourers. Labourers are not
purchasing . from the stores because. they have no
work. So work has to be provided to labourers. :
. Mill cloth is a socarcity and there is no sugar at all,
‘About eight Harijan families left
of food and work.

In the whole
Milk is supposed to be supp

two

the village for want

disfrict there is no fair price shop.
lied. There is no fodder

" for cattle. :
The Minister

-and to his-surprise he found no grain an
* declared a non—gurplus producer. ‘

_ NAGIREDDIPALLI — Rayadurg Taluk

Thers was general failure of rains - there is no
"cattle fodder. There is mo work for the labourers.
There are no stocks of grains in stores. People are
erying for famine works. They are famished. Visited a
house with a family of five members. A lady had coo-
ked a small bowlful of porridge. Itis a wonder how
they could maintain their liven on such a meagre and

inspected a surplus producer’s ‘house
d he was then

useless drink.
. Poverty, hunger and hope

their faces.

KONDAPURAM — Tadiparthi Taluk

lessness are bit large on

General failure o
‘for the cattle of ordinary type of people. Grain - is

suppligd from stores. The village is mainly - well-irri-
- gated and people are mostly self-supporting. "The poor
people who have no grain are engaged by . ryots in

~ . the dajly wage given is worth Rs.

seors of grain in these windy days

£ rains-thers is scarcity of fodder

fields. The r |
X vots have distri 34 bag:
e e dis ributed 34 bags t X
food_ tw?(::rzrz are paid in kind and are alig h:t:?e DOO.I’- 4
ay. Ration given is § chattaks a 35;1;)81:
u
of meals. B i ey
ut the capaecity of eating of a lagolflsre:?:ls?lg
But the five

chattaks of rati
; .. lon suppli
insufficient and meaglz'z ed by the Goverment is' very

" PANGUDA — Mysore Stato

Met ViSW

anadhachett K _ .
Couneil stty, President S
a numb’ and Secretary of the C°'°Perativ’ 5 Munieipal

(1) OI'IzOf Hal‘ija,ns and peasants 5] totes’ and
(a) }rllzal people are made to suffer more fr
(b) in::uppiy of cloth, kerosene and sug:mf
equate . r;

°_,th91' food grains.- and untlmelyﬁupplies of rice and

(2) Local suppli

s lies of f Lo

Condit ppies of food grains a .

2 Year;?n;‘;f scarcity have prevailed nf,o:x:l;u“ed'

But all of there‘ are 8 depots. .Each one needs 9 o last
(3) An s together got only 950 bags, >0 bags.
12} . An informal ration of 3 chataks f.or head pe;

per

| day is allowed. - is i
' Ration, -~ This is.only one half of the Madras

(4) No ratio '

. n cards are i ' .

the T A e issued to t

distribution is indiscriminate a 1:16 Deqple. So
ngtural.ly suffer. nd rural people

A : .
less)( )areA i‘;‘{i,“”“““? (peasants landholding and land
ratiens and r&t’g SPecla”Y: neglected‘ in thé i an -
as agrioultur] lqn-cards with the wrong impr sfue of

; sts they- ough’ to b impression that
sapplies. - . . e having their . own
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(6) There might be more depots so that 'the -
consumers need not have to walk for more ‘than 2or3
miles to the stores. L
CUDDAPAE DISTRICT g
- 1. Generally rains have not come. Fallen sourings

are being delayed. There is an atmosphere of gloom.

9. Great scarcity of food grains prevails in Roya-
choti, Badvel and J ammalamadugu Taluks. B

3. The large masses of weavers, especially of
Jammalamadugu, and Proddutur are suffering owing
" to the growing soarcity of yarn supplies.

‘ 4. More and moro villages are coming to be depen-
dent upon the aunthorised food stores. . B

~ RAYACHOTI

Visited the town on 30th June, 1946. A large

gathering of peasants ete., met me. '
1. Loud complaints are made against local

merchants ~ and that they being landholders . are

indulging in black-markets.
" 9. Cloth and yarn scarcity prevails. ‘

3. Information regarding the Government offer of
bonus to food grains which are placed in the markets is
not made known to the kisans. : o

4. Peasants complain of inadequate prices for the
grains sold by them; of ‘insufficient stores of food
grains; of the vagaries of procurement officers and
also of wrong olassification as surplus producers.

5. Bigger grants for well-sinking; greater subsi-
dies and more liberal distribution of such subsidies ‘are
demanded. , , S .

6. Sinking of tube wells, with-the aid of electric
power to be obtained trom mettur is very much desired.

o
CHENNURU — Cuddapah Talak .. . .°
1. Ryots complain of th 1y V s
‘ L. Ryots of t i
local officials against theirh;etz?-wme

;such' gardens proddce much mor
eaves and protective foods than 0

propaganda by
leaf gardens, since
e.vegetables, fruits
) . e , rdinary paddy Ia'ndé.
» Loud complaints are made agaj impositic

of ; e agains iti
bu.l;:ievyx;ail.ty_rates ag.amst so-called ugnaﬁtiolrlinpgsmqn
10F1. though it helps to produce more Fos:d ,_WVGF'

Memorandum Submitted tc; the ,lndian‘ Fa:ﬁine

Emergency Committee of The United States of America

by The Andhra Provincial Congress Food Mission. .

| It is hardly an year since Andbra h. o -
gx;};ttgrz nl:o‘;l:ibl.e cyclpne which Ei:r:v?::t l:;:c: nlli? ot
Coast fr Omlzag down to Guntur ca‘using "havoe 8.8t/
e in;;: vtvere dpstroyed; many villages w o
omarged | De: ‘e;: a‘nd thousands of cattle were kill::la'
To cbre tha .as n?t Yot recovered from this sho ‘k.
Jo a2 Royaias e sltua.thn monsoons have failed asc"‘
o Royal: ];;.91:13.1 w1t%1 seven millions of populatio ¥
i patam Gljn?:t with four millions of po’pulatiot'li;
L r an‘d Nellore Districts are’ very

~ Very recently the Andhi'ai‘C;)n~

b oA gross Missi
?va::htoured the famine-stricken areas ofFI;(a).d IM}S”OD
ith Professor Ranga, the President /Andhrza ;seen;g

' rovin-

cial Congress Committ
‘ ittee and Pandit- K
President, Servants of India Society ifxid x:;gi‘tlfhe
: ap

M .
‘adakasu'a. Kalyanadurg' and' Tadipatri Talugs, in
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| Anantapur Distriet and Royadurg in Bellary D1st{)10t01:111-:
now on the verge of starvation. The people hz?,\:]e eclook
emaciated and look like skeletons. rI.‘he 'c.hxl rend, ok
“lifeless. On our way to Penugonda we Wl.tnesset he
'traghdy of the skelton-like bullocks supplying Wa,.:r o
the ' skeleton-like masters. . D‘ue to the sc ezx}vlcx ’Z, in
fodder the cattle have been dymg. here a.n;l Keli n
‘Anantapur District. We saw on otir way (:At alzces
"durg oarcasses being feasted by veltures. . P acos
like Madakasira and Penug.onda water has ?co‘n]l\{any
.scarce that it is being supplied to thex.n by lorrxes.f oy
a man has left his hearth and home m“search of do d
d water, The conditions of the Harijans are indeed
?x?describa‘ble._ Their huts are in a state of collapsmgé
Being semi-starved and s'emi-naked, they are theuvxv;(::;-
affected community in our country. In ‘f,vt;lee;:: ntrs-
side there is no work for the labourers. pore there
is work, there the Wo_rker:h(faxzﬁot %zt ::t)rgeet P
6 to 8 as wages and even this they o e
The prices of grain and clpth have gro A ha
' ‘ are not able fto get even T
e pgorr;i? Z?:ileﬁoct: with what litte money they get
ratmn:hé;‘r labour. There "are certain co:operatlve
'ﬁ';z:as which have not' been supplying grain to.l the
:i\iéges for weeks together, b?cause they themsq ves
‘are not receiving regular supplies. .

- Th\;s the trouble is ihcreasing day by day, If India

. . -
is left to herself, the trouble may reach to its clima |

towards the'”end of August.

The déficit of food-grain-in India a's' estimated by -
the India Government is 70 lakhs of/ tons.‘ I(;l our.:
‘Provinoce, as the Prémier Prakasam has explained, we -

$

S oy

. require immediately nearly 3 lakhs of tons of food"

. materials in order to keep the people alive this year,
The- Central and the Provincial Governments have

resolved to do their best to avert this crisis.

' -Offering bbnug to the Kisans who sell their grains -
~ to the Government in the months of June and July and

also speoial bonus for them for short term ecrops and
subsidies for sinking wells, and appointing food
committees to solve the food problem, our Premier,

Prakasam has been trying to avert this orisis. Yet, after

the end of August, he too will be helpless; for by that

time every ounce of grain that is available in India wil}
have ,been exhausted.

Already in Bellary and Ahantaplir"Districts famine
Reliaf Works have been started here and there. Gratui-
tous relief is being given to all invalids.  Milk is being
freely given to babies. But this is not enough. Free
kitchens must be started, work must be provided to all
able- bodied men and women.. Grain must be supplied
to them regularly.
according. to their rations. Medical relief must be
given to them. We are confident our Government can
do all these with the help of Prof. Ranga, et they
cannot prevent the calamity befalling to our nation.

In fighting\famine, our nation will unite themd-.

selves with your people for the realisation of the °

common ideals cherished by India and America since

the days of Maya Civilisation and establish all over the

world fovr-fold freedom envisaged by the late President .
Roosevelt. If Swami Vivekananda and Swami Rama.

thirtha have brought India and Amorica oloser, it is for -

Cloths must be distributed to them -

\
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this U §. Mission to fuse them in
save the Indian Nation from this impending disaster “’
Praying for immediate supply of adequate grain .and

machinery to destréy famine in 1ndia.

e We beg to remain,
- Yours Sincerely,
}‘ : SWAMY PREMANAND.--

i M'adras.' \
K. BUCHI REDDL

5th July, "46

N

Memorandum submitted to the Honourable Minister .
7" for Reyenue, Government of Madras.
. By the, Andhra Proyinoial Congress Food Mission. =

.. As rains have failed in
especially at villages like
taluk, Nagireddypalli of Raya
ré'r,rvi‘ of Tadpatri taluk, crops were raised at few places in
these parts. Except those areas which received rain
;an"('l"t”lllbse plots of land which have irrigation - facilities
no other piece o
like Penukonda
8p , .soarce that; it is being
lorries, . , o

“Due to lack of fodder, mass de

' pegun in Dharmavaram and Kalya

day reports of deaths of cattle are p
a man in Bellary and Harpanahalli

heatth and home in search of food and water.

and Madakasira water became

aths of cattle ‘have

ouring .in, Many

“Universalism’ to.

Dear friends of India, we are

many parts in Rayalaseema .
Bommanha!li of Bellary
durg taluk and Kondapu-

fland is cultivated to-day. At places

_supplied to them by

ndurg taluks. Every

taluks has left his .
About

| %
50 families frem Bellary distriot cémz; te Pattikunnda ofo
Kurnool for the sake of food. -

At places likg Somasamudram of Bellary District
adequate grain is not being supplied to the Co-operative. ,‘
Stores, with the result most of the people are put to
great trouble. ’

The c.onditions of the Harijans are horrible. Their
huts are in a state of collapsing. ' ‘ o

Being semi-starved and semi-naked, they are the
worst affected community in our country. Most of
these labourers especially those‘of ' Avulacheruvyu, °
Chennur, Dharmapuri, Mallakaluva, Obulem . Palle’ '
Beth.alapa.lle,' Erraguntapalle, Nelakota, Darsiinala,
Gunipalle, Siddapuram, Malagudlapalle. Guttu‘rL
Nagulapu_ram, Malkapuram, Pottamérri, Kottapallé,
E-lpumadugu, Gantapuram, Mustur, Er:;angun(:llapalle! ‘
Lingareddypalle, Sanjeevapuram, Be-ttﬁlapalle’ ‘
Malintam, Tadmarri, Narasimhunipalle,-Peddakotlab
Chinnakotla ete., of Dharmavaram faluk and’ o} ‘.
Chilumuttur, Gorantla and Pariga firkas of Hindupuf
taluk are literally eating ‘Devadard’ leaves and. rocts ‘
knowns as ‘Tungagedda’ and ‘Kunkalragedcia'. o

. In.the country-side there is no employmént for the
workers. . Where there is work, there they are,lpaid“ :
flot more than annas eight..  They are not, therefore .
in a position to take their rationed grain eventhough 1;;
is made available for them through the Goooperative‘
Stor‘es.' Some of the peasants are mortgaging their -
properties in order to get food during this crisis while: :.
others are following the “Nagu’ system of taking loan
from the ryots at exhorbitant interest, ; S

13
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*. . The poblem of cloth is increasing day by day% A; }
Blackmarket is rampant, the\poor workers are -force

to cover their bodies with rags. On the whole, a.s.dyoz

. see now, the people look emaciated and the chiidre

lifeless. » -
The Government have, no doubt, are ’1.1nde'artak-1:ﬁ .
" relief measures in Anantapur an(.l Beuary dlgtrlcts. "
that they have done hitherfo is fto 'free the n;o !
affected areas from the burden of taxation an.d atrra gd
gratuitous relief to the invalids and tpe dest.ltu es: ¢
also free supply of milk to the ch.lldren in oerta i
parts of Anantapur and Bellary distriots. Tbeﬁ).r:sl:nu
.District Colleotor of Anantapur, Mr. W. H. Mite zd
‘and his personal Assistant Mr. Koteg.‘warax('laohave‘
Mr. A. C. Nayak the Sabcollector f’f Panukon 'c;.f ziin
_evinced great intecrest in famine relief work by offering

their wole hearted co-operation to the pon-officials in

fighting ‘this famine. The bresen.t Distnctt goe;.;:
President, Mr. P. Lakshmayya . too is earnest .o, 0 s
best to save the people from the gr'%p of. t‘:he lfamme. 0
this way, this Anantapur Distriet is exc_&ept[ofnath};
fortunate to secure the hearty co-operahon.:h e
officials and 'non-officials to serve th.e .people wi
missionary spirit of service and gaorifice. | -
Yet, we have not been able to achisve mucht 1nf;'ne |
way of organising relief to tk}effx‘)e‘oagileo;b;‘ nisz;l;i;nz
lief centres. ‘The non-oflficl 0
:Zgl;a;:eé&ndhra Maha Sabha and Rryalaseema F‘a‘;mu:;
Relief Committeé of Bombay and the Serv an :’ons
: India Society besides the Qqng_ressg Orgamsau; "
‘ guided by Prof.  Ranga are rushing to t.he r;so o
. the people. The Andhra Maha Sabha has glvent fs.m,ine
" to Mr. Donti Bhimaiah of -Hindupar to start fa

" relief centre. It hus yeot to be started. M. Raghava-
chari, B. A. LLB., of Anantapur has with him the old
Ragalaseema Famine Relief Fund of about Rs.: 5,000
collected. ‘Mr. Raja Pedda Subbarayuda of Nandyal

“has with him Famine Fund of Rs. 7,000 which must be
also spent for this famine,relief work. We hope that,
under the leadership of Prof. Ranga and the aegis

‘of Congress Government, it may be possible for us to
mobilise all these non-official agencies and co-ordinate
their activities in order to intensify this anti-famine
campaign for the suceess of whiech the harmonious
co-operation of officials and non-of_ficiailsg is absolutely

' necessary.

Assuring the hearty co-operation of the Andhra
" Provineial Congress, Kisan Congress, Youth Congress -
and Students’ Congress all guided by Professor Ranga.
we request the Congress Government to undertake
the following relief measures immediatfy.
I. - Short term relief measures.

1. To introduce prohibition in the worst affected

‘areas of Royalaseema, especially Anantapur and
. Bellary Districts. : :

i . e ' :

2. To start famine relief works by undertaking
al]l minor irrigation schemes . L

‘3. To secure grain from surplus districts and
import it to the famine stricken areas of Royalaseema,
For this purpose, special staff must be created to exe-
cute the work vigorously. .- :

4. To enable the food committess to start morg
depots with the financial aid of the Government so
that black-marketteers my be avoided by the food
committees. Theymust not be left to the fate of

; .

o,
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'depehding on their individual rich members who most
-often, . are responsible for this famine. A

. -5. . To empower ths food committees o investigate

* and report all the short tern and long term famine

_relief measures and also undertake them with the help

“of the Government, thus enabling them to act as plann-
ing committees, as well as the relief committees.

. 6. To establish National Food Front to e¢o.

ordinate, supervise, and guide these food committees.

7. To start free kitchens immediately for boys and

girls under the age of sixteen. : ‘ ,
.8. To supply fodder wherever possible through

-~

Railway Waggons® and then distribute to _various -

centres through lorries. _ .

. 9. To spare more lorries in Anantapur district for.
this fodder. , -
. 10. To makKe overy military lorry carry the fodder
to its full capacity. ' _

11. To.start famine relief training’ camp at
Anantapur and give speial training to the volunteers
‘and the military and the reserve police in order that
ithay may serve the people in ‘emergency. ’

12. To intensify the “Grow mors Food Camp-.

*aign’’ by, . .
_ (a). Prohibiting the production of tobacco and
‘bringing that tobacco production area under the oultiva-
tion of food erops. This can be done by givicg special
"bonus to the food crops raised in such lands.
(b) Minimising the production of sugar can’e,
and devoting that sugar cane are a to the production of
ffbdd grains. Instead of sugar, jaggery made ouf of
palm and date trees can be made use of in this crisis

as an exceptional case.

- out any more delay.
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(c) By: encouraging the production’ of ragi
th?oug}} offe;mg' bongns to the ragicrops. This orop is -
raised in Chittore ddapah and Anantapur Distriets.

- The price fixed to-day by the Government for.ragi is

Rs. 140 per ten.pallas (1000 seers of Bellary) while its

. actual cost of production is Rs. 180, The pesants can-

no_t produce this ragi if its price is not raised as to cover
this loss and also gaine a little more.

) (d) By digging common 'wells on large socale
in tank-beds to enable the peasants to make use of the

- water for irrigation purposes. Instead of giving sub-

si@ies individ}lally. the Government can undertake
this work which will be more useful and helpful to
the peasants. :

. 1'3. To make a_l]. public charitable inst’itutions. k
rellg‘lou:s and n.on-rehglous, undertake this famine relief
work with their funds at their respective places.:

14. To eradicate the ‘Nagu -System’ b i 7
. y Startin
rural banks and enabling the workers and peasants tg '

from the usherers. '

II. Long terms plans. . ,

1. To expand the Ceded Districts Economi

mic Deve-

lopment Board and make it the Rayalaseema Econg-
m1g ng.elopment boa.é'dtincluding the Chittoore distriet
and giving representation to the a i
organisations. ] . peasants -a nd tholr

2. To make Anantapur the Head.qv ] r

) -quarters for t

Bayalasee{na qunomlc Developmeat Board and erﬁabt;:
it to function like the National Planning Committes
and z_a.lso as the executive commitee. For this purpose
special staff must given to it and 2 Mipister for Rayala.

. borrow money directly from the rural banks’instead of

- seema should be in charge of it. It must also have

special budget for it without which no real work can

. be done. - :

3. All the major irrigation projeots i
' . jeots in R -
seema must be undertaken by the Governmentavs';?:ﬁ-
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4 The Government must pursue a bold palioy of
abolishing {and-lordism and Natigpalising all private
industries and transport-businesss the income of which

can be devoted to the reconstruction of Rayalasema in

such a way as to destroy the famine oncefor-all and
pave the way for its ever inoreasing prosperity. _Any
slackining in this work or sny fear of capitalists
lurking in our hearts will do havoc. And then they
will be no salvation to the paople. .

5. Raise funds for this economic development of
Rayalaseema through leans. (

6. Lavy, if necessary, special famine taxin order
" to get sufficient money for this urgent task, of deve~
loping Rayalaseema. ‘ . .

The only way to make this great work a grand
_guocess is to establish the National Food Front with

the missionery spirit of service and sacrifice. If fo

tight the war the Governments here and abroad felt
it necossary to creake National War Front,; it is even
now much more necessary to start National Food

¥Front to fight this Famine. Without such an organisa- |

tion, as Professor Ranga has pointed out in his state-
ment 6n the National Food Front, no real and lasting
work an be undertaken by any Government.

Hoping that you will, with this National Food
Front, save our Rayalaseema from Famine,

. ‘We beg to remain,
Beloved leader,
Your most obedieut servants,

Anantapur, } SWAMI PREMANAND, .

President.
. .Date 18th July 1946 :

7 K.V, RAMAKRISHNA,
. Becretary,
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PROVINCIAL FAMINE AND FOOD FRONT ..

R&solution of the Andhra Provincial Congress Commitiee

’ljhe Andhra Congress Committee which met at the
Provincial Congress Office; Bezwada on 29th July 46
under the presidentship of Prof, N. G. ‘Ranga ha
pressed the following resolution onh the f:)rmatibn 02
the Provincial Famine and faod -feant to start th
famine Campaign :— ' °

In order to fight Fa'min'e and starvation idi
the food committess that are formia; ;2&;10:[12? rgnuall(cimg
?hem wc‘wrk sfficiently and vigorously and by encour;ng

.ing the ‘Grow more food campaign’, snggesting wag;
and means of Famine Relief work dnd submittii
schen}eg to the Ministers for se\f-sufficienoy ang
se?u‘rmg the hearty co-opsration of  the public to th
Ministry for the successful excution of their pilan ;
the  Andhra Provincial Congress Committea -herebs'
resolves to request the Ministry ta . establish ﬁndr;y
the Leadership of the Food. Minister Prgyincial’ Fami :
an Food Front with the reprasantatives of the Nat?ggﬁ
ongrress, Kisan Co : \ .
Organientions ngress to the rural and urban mass
: o President,
AL P C. C.. Bezwada.

"

" A

THE ROYALASEEMA FAMINE AND FOOD MISSiON.
. Prof. N. G. Ranga- appoints the Committee, -
After studying the reports of the Andhra P
» y N P i -
oial Congrass Food Mission on the Famine Gond§:;:)l:s
Of.Roy'aIa.seema and the Famine Relief Work that ig
ba;ng oarried on by the publie and the Government ang

I
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the kind of work yet to be done, I hereby appoint- the
Royalaseema Famine and Food Mission consisting of
the following members to assist the publio and the.
Ministry in organising Famine Relief Work :—

Sri Premji. (Honourary President.)
Sri C. Balireddi, (President.)
Sri K. V. Ramakrishnareddi, (General Seoretary.)

, Members,
Sri 8. Ramireddi.
Sri B. Hanumanthu.
Sri C. L. N. Reddi, B. A,, B. L,
Sri N. V. R. Naydu,
Sri Sidda Linganna.
Sri Raghavachari, B. A., B, L.,
¢« Sri R. Pedda Subbarayadu
8ri Rama Sundararao, and

Presidents and Secretaries of the District Congress
Committees, District Kisan Congress Committees,
District Weavers’ Congress, District Students’ Congress
 and Distriet Board Pres1dents and all M. L. As for those
districts. '

The Committee is a.uthonsed to appoint a small
Executwe Cen;mittem and conduet its day to .day

S,

~ President,
Congress Commlttee, . A. P. C. C,, Bezwada
Bezwada, 31— 7—-46 31—7—46.

-~ -
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