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YTHIRD ALL- INDIA FOOD CONFERENCE HELD IN NEW DELHI ON
© 5TH, 671U, 7TH AND 8tH JULY 1943,

T ~ LisT oF REPRESENTATIVES.
: Government, of India,

- (1) The Hon'ble Sir Azizul Huque, C.ILE., D.Litt. Chuuma,z.

(2) The Hon’ble Sir Jerewmy Ralanan }\ C.8.1., - C. 1. E.! LC.S.

(8) The Hon’ble Sir Edward Benthall.

(4) The Hon'ble Sir Joginder Smgh

(8) Major, General I. W ood, C.L.E., M.(C., Sepretary to Government of
India, Dep‘urment of lood.

(6) Mr. M. 8. A, Hydari, C.8.1., C.LE,, 1.C.8., Secretary to Government
of lndia, Department of Industries and blwl Supplies.
(0 M. J. D. Tyson, C.B.E., L.C.8., Secretary to.Government of Indiu,
l)epqrtmenb of Education, ‘Health and Lands.

(8) Mr. H. D. Vigor, 0.B. E., Food Adviser, Department of Food.

9 Sir Theodore (xregou, D. be Economic Adviser to Government of ladia.

(10) Lt.-Genl. T. J. Hutton, C.B., M.C. Secretary, War Resources
Committee. - : _

(11) My. N. C. Mehta, 1.C.S,, Sugar Controlier for Indin, Departutent of
Food. .
(12) Mr. J. V. Joshl 0.B.1., Deputy Economic a\dwsel to Government of

India.
(18} Lt.-Col. R. R. Burnett, O.B.E., Deputy béﬂ.l‘etdl}. Political Depart-

ment.
% {14) Col. R. H. Stubbs. Deputy Director, Supphes (Quarter Master General’d

3ranch

(]5))Mr A. A. Phillips, V.D., Controller of Railway Pnormes War Trans-
port Department

(16) Mr. W. H. J. Chnstle, 0.B.B,1.C.S., Deputy becxetarv, Govemment
of India, Department of Food. !

(17) Mr N. T< Mone, 1.C. S’ Deputy Secretarv Govermnent of India,
DepartBent of Food. ~

(18) Mr. R. L. Gupta, 1.C.8., Jomt Financial AdVlSel (Food).

-(19) Mr. N. G. Abhyankar, M.Sc.. Under Secretary, Government of India,
Department of Food. hd

(20 Mr. A, Hilaly, I1.C.S., Under Secretary, Government of Indla Depart-
ment of Food.

("1) Mr. A. R. Vyas; Information Officer, Government of India.

. Regional Commissioners (Food).

(1) Major Géneral G., de-la P. Beresford, C.B., M C.

(2) Rai Bahadur Col. Dinanath, C.I.E.

(3) The Hon’ble Mr. Justice H. B. L. Braund, Bar.-at-Law.

. (4) Mr. J. B. Ross.
(5) Khan Bahadur Sir Abdul Hamld CI1.E. 0.B.E.

Provinces and Administrafions. -

(1) The Hon’ble Mr, H. N. Chakrabarty, Minister (Assam).
_(2) Mr. K. W. P. Marar, 1.C.S.. Director of Food Supplies (Assam).

(3) The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. q\lhmwndv Minister, Civil Supplies (Bengal).
(4) Mr. N. M. Aiyar, C.1.E., 1.C.8., Director of Civil Supplies (Bengal).
(5) Mr. BE. C. Ansorge, C. 81.. C.LE. T1.C.S., Adviser (Bihar).

(6) Mr. R. A. E. Williams, ICS Secretary (Bihar). N
(7) Mr. H.' F. Knight, C.8.1.. (‘TE , I.C.8., Adviser (Bombay).

(8) Mr. A, D. Gorwala, I1.C. S., Supply Commissioner (Bombay).

(9) Sir Geoﬂrey Burton, K.C. IE I.C.S., Adviser (Central Provinces).

(10) Mr. H. S. Kamath I1.C.S,, Dlrector of Food Quppheq (Cenfral Ruo-

. vinces).

(11) Sir Hugh' Hood K.C.§.1, C.1.E., 1.C.8.. Adviser (‘\ladras)
(12) Mr. W. Scott-Brown, C. S, 1., C. 1. E ]‘ C S.. le Supplies Commxs.
sxoner (M'xdras)
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'@L\'?% My} ®.fH. Thompson, 1.C.8., Secretary to Government, Revevue - The Conference commenced at 11.1.:m., at the Council House.

Ucpul"“‘eli_*i”'}d'Uiﬁ'cwl_' of l‘load ‘SUPP“‘%SV (:\ \.\- -0 After H. E. the Viceroy had opened the Conference, the Honourable Sir M.

(14 ) 9?1 e ‘Hb ) lluel_lsont,. l;~ lbk, “eri‘) l?““_le'lul‘,) SN WLEC P, - Azizul Huque, C.I.E., D.Litt., Member of the Governor General’s Executive

s s @P 17 Hon ble taja of Parlakimeds, Prewier (Urissa). Council in-charge of Commeice, Industries and Civil Supplies and Food Depurt-
o twmen-OT16LMr. C. 5. dha, LG5, becretury,asupply Department (Orissa,). ments, addressed the Session " He said : ) »

N 1) The Hon'ble Sir Chhotu Ram, Mihster (J'unjab).” . s e . : . . o=

“'Gentlemen, | welcome you all to this Conference which has just been so

(18) The Hon'ble Sardur Baldev Singh, Minister (t'uujub). » .
(19) Sir William Roberts, C.1.1s.,, M.L.A., Price Controller (Punjab),
(20) Mr. NX. M. Buch, O.B.X., 1.C.8., Director of Youd Supplies {Punjib).
“(21) Mr. E. N. Mangat Rai, 1.C.5., Assistuni Price Controiler (Punjab).

p (22) Mr. J. €. Bolton, LG8, Secretary, Finance and Director of Civil

Supplies (Sind)., :

(23) Mr. R. ¥. Mudie, (.54, C.LE. OB.E., LCS. Chief Secretary.

(United *Provinces). ’
(24) Mr. L. P, Hancox, O.B.E.) LC.8., Seeretary, Civil Supplies (United

Provinees). ’ i
(25) Mr. 8. Khurshid, 1.C.S., Chief Commisrioner (AJmer-Merwara),

iindly opened by His Excellency the Viceroy. You have on such very short
witice responded to owr iuvitation to weet at this Conference, und I welcome
you to it with alk the sincerity of iny feelings. We are faced to-day with the
gravest problem in the ceonomic history of India within known mewory. Never
before probably did any Conference eet. with such grave issues mn front -of K.
Our problem is extremely complex. Its magnitude covers the whole contiment
+f India with the variety of its climate and temperatire and with complexity
of its life. It concerns the problem of life and death of millions of our country-
men. : .
I am sure all of you within vourselves realise the gravity of the occasion, and
(26) Rai Suhib M. Jawahar Lal Rawat, Dircctor, Food Supplies (Ajmer- - 1 feclothat our-approach to the whole problem should be on a realisation of the
Merwara). . ' ‘ - realities facing us to-day and for the next two or three months, what we have
(27) Capt. 1. 8. Chopra, 1.P.8., Assistant Political Agent (Baluchistan). to do,in the exigencies of the moment and the gravity of the occasion, what
(28) Mr. K. Chengappa, B.A., Chief Commissioner (Coorg), steps we shall have to take for the next two or three months and j.vhat measures
- Indian States. - we can adopt with a view to ensure the supply of foodgrains to areas in need and

(1) Sir C. P. Ramaswami Iver, K.C.8.I., K.C.I.E., Cl.E. Dewan in dire distress. .

(Iravancore), Y . 1 beg you all, T appeal 10 you all and I do so in utmost humility and with
(2) Mr. Narayana_lver, Director, Food Supplies (Travancore). - k - all the sineerity of my feclings not to overweigh our discussion with criticisms
(8) Capt. H. C. Dhands, Commerce Minister (Indore). D of-the past. They may have their value, but we may more appropriately
{4) Rai Bahadus S. V. Kanungo, Assistant Director, Food Supplies (Ihdorv‘)v. discuss them, if need be, on a later occasion. I know the history cf the past
(5) Sir Joseph Bhore, K.C.8.1., K.CILE. CB.E. C.ILE. Feonomic two years. I am fully aware of the story of the last six months, and I am

Adviser (Bhopal). . S familiar with the events of the last six weeks. If any of you feel that there

. (6) Mr. H. Dayal, 1.C.3., Under Secrewary to the Resident (Kathiawar). ’ have been omissions and mistakes in the past, I am not prepared for the time
(7) Lt.-Col. C. P. Hancock. C.I.LE., O.B.E.. \.(C.. Resident (Fastern being to enter into any discussion or controversy over your grievances, and I

States). . . ‘am for the: time being prepared to .bear with those charges without making
8) Capt. A C. K. \[L et i U, ‘any attempt to trace the genesis or the impelling necessity of the measures

Staéeg). P C. K. MAU_HSGIL Assistant Resident, Bustern States (Bastem that had to be taken. T am convinced that we shall not be able to move for-

¢ ward if we once enter into a eritical discussion of the past leaving out even
for the time being u discussion and « decision as to how we can solve our
‘present problem. Let the fhigure write its judgment. Let statistical con-
troversies, economic criticisins; the- passing of judgment and the award of
convictions and sentences be deferred till at least the situation is under better
control. I °do so not toavoid my share of the responsibility or #o cloud the

- g
{9) Mr, W. V. Griegson, Revenue Minister (Hyderabad).
(10) Mr. (i. M. Qureishi, Secretary, Planning Departinent (Hyderabad).
_ (11) Rajyaratna 8. V. Mukerjea, Revenue Minister and Director of Foodl
Supplies (Cutch). . )
~ (12) Mr. A, V. Mehta, Price Controlier (Cuteh).

18) Mr. A. F. W. Dix LI Wi ‘ochi ‘
((14)) Mr. M. A qlhlp)”\()f}’ (‘,\III" LC.8., D*_:WJU ((r?.d}m). ' » issues. I am only anxious that we should immediately take up the wuestion
(15) EVI? ‘R‘: lS' ‘M&qi::\;i;?] ;lestel.’\{\r/;dgsgr}?s ;mc? Civil Supplies (Mysor.). as to how to tide over our nmmediate difficulties. '

- e Catll, Revenue Member (Baroda). . The problem before us to-day is how to supply foodgrains to areas in distress,

(16) S'Ir Frederic Anderson, Revenue Minister (Bahawalpur).: -
- (17) Khan Bahadur Mian Abdul Aziz, C.B.E., Chief.Minister (Kapurshala). )
(18) Mr. R. G. Rajwade, Director of Food Supplies-(Gwalier). -~ .,
(19) Khan Bahadur H. A. Hashim, Deputy Revenue Minister (Bampur).
_ (20) Mr. Meredith Wérth, I.C.S., Secretary to Resident Rajputana States
. (Rajputana States). - .
(21) Mr. A V. Ramanathan, Dewan (Bharatpir).
. (22) Kunwat Gajendra Singhji, Secretary (Kotah).
- gig ﬁr.. M.GS. Mehta, Revenue Minister (Marwar). "
. (2 ajor General Amar Singh, Army and Defence Minjster ivur -
- (25) Khan Sahib A. A. Kheri, Direc‘coz of Supplies (Jaipur). (Faiym). :
(26) Mr. K. B’ 1. Seth, 1.C.S., Chief Minister (Alwar).

to areas in deficit, td avens in grave peril, to areas in danger of the gravest
dislocation, to areas i need of immediate flow of supply, to areas within the’
bombing range of the enemy and to areas in the immediate front line of our
defence. That is the problem with which we e faced to-day.. But let me;

here and now, -assure vou that 1 am fully cognizant of wour views, the views
~of the Provinces and the Statgs, their criticisms and even indictments. T know

your anxieties and difficultics. Yet awith all that, if T am advising the course
which T have suggested namecly, to defer these matters, it is because of thie .
urgeney of the immediate problem which has to be solved by your combined dis-
cussion and decision. . ' ' '

Let us face the issues to-day and think out as-to what we cen do in the

" . (27) Kunwar Ragh.ubir Singh, Home Minister {Alwar). immediate future.. You are to advise us as'to what is to he dene to keep.
8) Sir Donald Field, Kr., C.I.E., Chief Minister (Jodhpur), - ' things moving'on. You have your own experiaice. You have felt and suffered

with us. Let us meet together to settle our plan of action. for the immediate

(29) Mr. Udairaj, Price Controller (Jodhpur).
“future. Tven then we do not know with any .certainty’ whether we may be

(30) Kunwar Prem MBtyghii, Revenue Minister (Bikaner).

*

- of Iﬁ*:’il) Mir Maghool mood,. Sgeretary to H. H. The Chancellor (Cha}'xnl)er right Or’wrong. whether our plan will work or “whether our decisions will solve -
: nees). : the prgblem: economic, issueg can never be planned aml settled or acted upon

1" A0
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in scientific laboratories. Probably we shall only know the result and the valu
of our present decisions when to-day will vapish into the past but for m v<;el§T
T would be content to make mistakes with vou all, rather tlu;n face th e k
ot such a momentous oceasion, of taking a decisiony: on any individ el (i rm\t
scheme in isolation fromn you. Believe me I have come’to this lC“ I;ﬂ_ll (‘n
wath an absoh‘ltel.\- open mind and I should like to have your frulird‘\‘/lo‘n el'eulbf
ment and a@vwe. But let us.all agree together in our decisions ‘l'l-éte, i o
in all sincerity to avoid the alignments of -‘haves’ and ‘have-nots’ ‘l tuih‘tr‘y
not be any conflict of views or the division of views into two camn Qle X e“’;
- $hose who have and can spare and have @ surplus, and the other tof I‘Zl’ o l?
llf\ve not :.md are +in  need and in deficit. Tet those w}lOSG lw '0
:zl?igﬁmt realise also the difficulties.of those who  have a sdl‘[)lllqloalnlml:i
argg: i‘:;h;-;a‘ 3 , ghzll:prlllli:l 1:;) nf;)rgei ethe néillio:xs ofdhuman sonls in defieit
: ress ¢ , . us try st T hasi

W’hl}'lh have brought about the pl'ésellt situation?’ fo understand the basic faef§
depeﬁﬁgw}emiglf:?vSO (:(;nshtute_d that there |s to-day a tremendous inter-
Sependen neééSSitié\Se:P]igtipl'oxzxncesvaud the states for.: almost all the vital
ether aneetiies dof\bt-“;\ 7;1(;:}; ‘“l;;ab, _sugar,‘ text.lles, steel and various
ether there is any province or state in India

-

which can consider itself self-sufficient“in regard to economic necessitips of’

life. e also to realis ]

It Su\/&’;hﬁm also to realise tl'm.t even areas with the best of crop conditions have

fnilures. “olxen' n(lluml"calamltlgs hke floods, cyelones, tornados, and monsoon
. are now in the midst of abnormal war conditions which are boun&

to upset the normal movement of ecomomic life.. The transport difficulties

alone are factors not often realiséd. There has been a tremendous movement

of population from one wrea to another. Industrial workers and labourers are em

’ ﬁ}o}yed in lz.zrge numbers with higher wages, all of whom are gnxious to have a
) ;;r; 1(;1 subs1stence than .before. There are also Defence Services needs the mili
y Tequirements of grains, cereals, vegetables, meat and various other food pro

ucts. ‘Abnormal price conditions are operating in certain areas with reactions

'a 1+, e - ] "

]ll]ldialzundf. Reports of serious shortages insupply in the various regions .in
_ wi»thait:: ﬁlsgtuenr.l led ~t.here stands the occupation of Burma by the Jbﬂpanese
. - on both tle strategic and economic position of Indin. We have

also t i igation
0 remember our special obligations to areag within the direct: war zoner -

Ol‘ a . . - . - 0 . . B
nextriist‘:fhmh are reugaged in“maximum industrial war effort, to arveas almost
: he enemy and to areas in the occupation of the eneiny.
canWl;z;g/ler we may do, we must all remembdr that no scheme or planning
econgmicanz Zucceed in t-h}:} vast country of India constituted politically and
y as we are, without the fullest i vovinee

S . hout st co-operation of the Provinces and

s. I am, therefore, anxious that whatever decision may be asrrived at by

you, shfuld be with maximum unanimity. We must remember that there

5 . . . :
aagp.il;?t goe}nl:or;:pa;;g;?ir:leil:]t ,11111[ _shplte of lgvr}est d]i:‘fferences. We need above all
r ' nise all human affairs. The ‘ayes’ and ' » will
%‘%ﬂ (;33 ;nl(;v;l agree till each is prepared to meet the point of vieg'l.reof lél%zsafﬁlﬂ
‘ vaelf T will fegl that it will be the greatest tragedy if ~we ‘cannot
agree together even in a crisis like this; : e
. We are meeting here to-day, as T have said before, to discuss the i
?fet:;xatefprob]em for fhe nekt two or three months. You are dll):;lll)?j)lwt'hsel\vl;};
Planneh] act tha_t Government intends towimmédiately appoint a loflg—ranﬂé
il 'Govegrn Committee and we ar‘e ensuring that its report should be availabcl‘-e
this oarly ?lelslp to enable-the Government to convene another conference like
States. 1 r% isepte:rﬂqer with a view to know .the views of the Provinces and the
orotont ot In%l;ss the report fully with their representatives hefdte the Gov-
e thétwwa ts;lke any action on ,.the report. To-day let us resolve within
el ¢ embe%s afll not break up till we agree. His Excellenay the Viceroy
for ‘your views axsl d-OI ghe Execwtive Council are almost waiting day fo day
the 0%t tawo ar thice. ope, I may be able to tell them. of your views within
o Two ot three days, on the problem of the hour, and I 2an assure you

P

\

that once yo
shall not be

5

ur recomumendations
any leisurely, stately, “solemn revol

orbit of the Secretariat, but that we shall take

The issues before us are quite clear.
have seen the result of free trade.

" 1o find out w

extent free trade muy be possible.

is inevitable,

is on i zonal basis, what should be t
be the best means of procurement of
Province and another to meet the nee
the best means of procurement

\What should
it should op

through Provinces and States or

ave " before the Government of India, there,

ution of files round the usual
an almost immediate decision.

We’know the effect of control. We -
With such experience behind us, we have

‘hether some form of control is"inevitable or whether and to what

should such control

1f it is -decided that control in somne form
be on a provincial or zonal basis and if it
he best zoual divisions? Waat should

toodgrains and cerdals as between one
ds of the deficit areas? What will be
for central needs from areas which can spare?

be. the nature of the procurement policy of Government, whether

erate through usual

{rade . channels, whether it should funetion
official agencies, or whether we shculd use a

‘modified form of trade-channel by employing the trade itsfelf on some com:

mission basis? And then
price of foodgrains within control, how to get the maxunum flow

ties put of the growers, and we have fo tind
. ‘hoarding-drive has been taken up by the Provinces and States and with what
subcdss. What more has to be done with a vi
any form is put an end to? We have also to deal effectively with profiteering.

in, any form

people are starving,

. Profiteers and hoarders arve nat

there is the other factor as to how to bring the

of commodi-
out to what extent the anti-

éw tq ensure that hoarding im

ional criminals to-day. While

they are sitting on their hoards and 1 am quite convinced _

that we must rigorously and vigorously take all steps-to stamp out the evil

/- and #o punish the evil:
is’ the question as to'w
introduce rationing at least in urban areas. Are any

What further powers should be taken by us or-
indicated above? -May I i this connection salso emphasize that’
* : the food: problem of to-day is moft intimately connected -with the Grow More

“Food Campaign. Any measure that may be taken will only be a palliative
Deing, but it is only through the Grow-More-Food Campaign that
we can have the pathologicel cure of all our maladies. In this connection I
specially wish to emphasize, the need of growing more vegetables in the urban

" araas, Lét there be no delusion in this matter.
it is necessary that the Grow-Moré-Food Campaign should be inten-

on the lines

for the time

are tackled,

Joer to emsure that he will not do it again. Then there
hat extent and fn what form we can igtroduce or ‘should

legislative changes needed ?:
by the Provinces to toke steps

Even if all our present problems

- gively; pursued int all parts of the country, and I any glad to say that my Hon'ble-

"Colleague Bir Jogendra:Singh, who is kind enough to be present here, has

taken up the ques

necessary th

nection - the

get all information that we nee _ :
h us, fow the people in the country can day to day be in
matters incidental to the tackling -

in touch wit

© of the exact food position, and of other

-of the food

tion with earnestness and zeal. At the same time it is

at it should be taken up in all Provinces and States with the «
ubmost vigour awt almost immediately. You have to consider also in this con-.

questios of- food intelligence and

publicity, as to how we can

d and how the Provinces and States can ?lso be

ormed

‘ problem. I would also in this connection wish you to consider
>~ what measures should be taken on an All-India basis’with a view to avoid

da so that. there is,no more waste of food mate
) A3 ‘

country.

Tt

Provinces an

" of constant connection and communioh,
. have to consider as to whether tifere s

sitting 8t/ th

1 am sure you realise the need an

. @ .

waste in food. There are Provinces and States which have already curtailed

entertainments in.any form. Others have not
"%as come when we must give a lead to the W

yet done so. I fvel the time °

hole of India, as to what we can

rials and fo(/)d‘pi'oduots, in thig

*

d. value of int—im.ate contagt; between the

d‘States at this juncture. Copstituted as’we are,.we are in need

e headquarters gf;lthe\\Government‘-

and T feel that sooner or:later we shall
hotild not be a Board of ‘Commission

of India, representative of the



Stat Provi ’ ' ' | -
es and Provinces, so that thev ean be ;

day to day, of w . ; consulted day to day and infor . ) . .

give the pbl-’m(,)itncii? :;]l eﬁlsf‘j;&;idtt}lgﬁ };u;e been taken or needed ';,itl;:dalli,fi?‘:}lig summoning of such a conference as this. I am glad the facts are otherwise,
{ merely raise this suggestion for “(‘)‘:l ;—»’(65 all qui)l'rllati011 from the Provinces but I hope such leakages will be & thing of the past. . :

. = " ) : - - . .

fhieeli-t}-]'e tlfn‘e hu.f comme \\-h.en/f{herc sl‘:?)l'xl(‘l“ltb;mj ﬁ.i.rtlzr. pursuing it, but ~ The other cbservation relates to what I might call activities of an organisa-

rovinces und the States in every possible way greater liafson between tion which I had the honour of belonging to for over two years—to the League

T shall not detain you any wmore before we cnig Cind ) _ ' of Nations which I thought had gone into oblivion. Tt has waked up and I

immediate problems. Let us remember that if’thérl ) 1‘1;0 u.bdlscus-mo" of our might :cention that from Princeton its present headgquarters, it 1s sx,lgges@d

coun’.u"y who _Suﬂ'ers frony starvation or may 1)0%1[)]\: ;ulcu?l?\% ?‘d?] 1.11 this vast : “mt. rationing, flow of raw materials and finished goods and currency Pegging

. and if there is any one in this country m any ‘corner of this 01 \‘\ ang ()‘f {ood r wonid be regulated thrqughout the world. Whatever opinions n’{lgk}t he held

the land of ancient culture, the laid of our pride : of this vast land of ours, abous the present condition ot the future of the League of Nations in ifs present

comes to the linit of starvation with at leu[b:t‘(: ‘nlgh.o wr past, who perchance: or future form, it was a matter of some satisfaction to me -that in these days

for him to keep hin: or her alive, if -he 01.‘311 “(;n.lf hing which we can sparc these questions were engaging the attention of the world at large. -One of . my

morsels due to any failure, action or iu::vt' she fails 1o get bis or her seanty Honourable colleagues has told the Conference what has been done in the form

- shall feel thé reléntless curse of th t 1'0}'1 on our part, for myself at least I of control in India and the vesults of speculation. I shall therefore ~onsent

trails. All other problemns io-de ‘ e ‘ ‘:‘Ulmg man or woman it our futare myself with saying that what we have done, what we have achilved, What we

against the immediate problems of fo‘:)lciqdb (1 L'mtf i“ thg balance when weighed have failed to achieve and why we have ‘fuiled to uchieve ogr

Speaking on behalf of the‘ Gover SUPply o :llff miilions of our countrymen. - results. in the form we were anxIous to put forward.  In 19.;:9

the future whatever way be the i !}nf_ellt _‘,)t India, we shall cheerfully “face ., Travancore began the control of food grains and fixed the maximum price.

d y be the inexorable logic of facts and realities if vou {t was ou the 14th September 1939 that .maxima prices were ﬁ%{sd. Then lwe;

1en we uskes

asked our dealers to subnit statements of stocks with them.

come to an agreed ‘decision. Beli
sion. Believ r task wi i 3
eve me our task will be immensely difficult
denlers to submit a list of stock of essential com-

if there is any shar ict 1 i u fi ou Food Control Ord n

! I an; p conflict in your views av i : ) ) .T‘ was th g

anited wisdon aud jud«rrlnent I'ha "HL“ b., l).t I l_ld\‘e' confidence in your L the Essential Comuao ties: . 1
JUHRA - ve unflinching faith in Providence which -modities with ~ thew, here WS Th stop! ho axports. ou e the

- guides us and will see us <
vill see us through. I see no doubt the clouds «ll around us retiilers to submit their returns. Then we stopped the exports outside the
We then prohibited the movement of foodgraing from district to district

to-day, but I also s finmering ray : )

(e, bt 1wl s the glinnsing suss of sunlive beind. thon. To-day Sute. i
" through in our deliberations. Géntlen.lellebefZ:l; {> ‘all events, may guide us. except under a perinit wnder the Foodgrains Control Order. Then we prohibit-
general aspects of the immediate [)robleyms to?i ' _lquuest vou to speak on the ( ' ed the milling of rice. We then prohibited the milling of rice under severe
observation that in view of the seriousness ofl-t lf.\, ! should like to muake an penalties. Government have now purchased or teken steps ta purchase all the

past experience available to us, nothing sl;ould beé f?Ileem and in view of the ‘rice mills in the State. It is the policy of the Giovernment» that %here would _
~in such general manner as may be decided upon e\%?.“;? to the press except . be n> mqgre milling, only hand-pounding. Then . we passed an order regarding
has leaked out and «t has created a terrible (II - We Imow that something the declaration of stocks—stoek held minus actual consumption—by each
ible dislocation in different parts. I familv and. the immediate cultivator. Nobody could now keep rice or paddy
' qu 0 -‘paras’. without a permit from the District Officér,

therefore direct ) , k
refore direct that no such statement should be issued till at least some: in quantities excoeding 15
Then we requisitioned stocks, Then we tried to increase the quantity of Yoeal

decision is arrived at, and 1 sav ths . ] A
out to the press direct or in et o g ol comection ity g 34 , s it wh
- . course, we will ke able o tommodities. We put a stop to the export of tapioca. TFrom this it will be
ting to get évery thing out of the land and feed

release a short statenment ev , e v .
gecond thing is, that aftertgszz’rglatiiégu;i}iinafgfe 1?1?211 f?r the Press. And the ¥ seen that we bave been attenipting , ant

different groups are making, we may sib togeth _rftomme_l_ldatlons that the the people. There are profiteers - my part of 'ohe" country and 1 will .not

the special problems of different aveas. For %h E:‘,l: " 1eo'mm“tees to- ‘3.0118ide1" indulge in any general statement about other parts. 'The people: of every rart
CC.P. Remaswami Lyer. who is 'spe(léhw . lfhrnlli]'e being, Irfh(vu]d like Sir of the country are sroubled by ‘the profiteers. If there is uo price cclmtroii"we.
Cochin, to deal with the situation tllomh 1d : dt ; f both Fravaneore and - - do not gtl:)tz W"g‘i{z '“‘?,ﬁ‘ bgav:le)einres':tliﬁs.whﬁfengseﬁtéi;n on%:’ewl‘i;wi‘yséﬁuzbglzt

- f.us(.SiOIf in any way, but you will Iealise.that :venl(;av\;a;l)t vtvo lzegljtfl.(jt your dis- 2:2017(1)%0 peop'le on‘1 i;;ousefgrms of wa:J service and we have sent men to ‘(;'iﬁe‘r-"
imitation of time and T hope therefore that you will kindl or{ . L}e under the ent parts of India. They are serving inr the War Services and they are in labour

- t‘_'ougz.;ls(,sh(gt us possible.” . S Wi andly m:llxe Four, obsferva- - corps fn Assam and otherwise. . We have 120,000 people from ‘Travaucore: .

00 ramaswd . DR ’ . . ' TR . . . . St . , : . it ; ¢

ol {1 e o 23 e g i e s, Tt T B
»l;é(}faellfler{cyr(f)ort e mammer in _which he referred to' Ré?‘f\;.o‘%m't(:‘lsnoi-t‘:h{:: ) receive telegrams and letters from rpilitary c_ommanders saving w.h_v the 'f:ilhlly

b 1 o o . Lo el e s i & i 0 S b e e s g G U L

m ““Pavadise Lost”’, and at the same time T feel)gn-'l e;n(mence of the personige “nei ﬁll:lg anﬁ cloxglltry.,h % S % o gi{ren higher rations the;v 'willvloloi" *h-,.L

of my. State will feel grateful to His Bxcellency f‘. ].d{fl sure that the people: I];elg‘e oullf‘sh tnf at tt: a]l man is gi?gn Al ovegr the ‘countrv "I am s[x;-nltil;??

« our adversity. Tt is not my intelltio;l Mr Ch ) ,0] 1ving remembered us i ’ oure.hal{ (;' tlli péa e tw cfo IZ1‘ v ‘dor and Cochin and Mr Dilxm‘:‘\"'ﬁ
remarks because that would be ina )’)OQi'{. ‘tnnltllhp~" o mdulp}. m uny general \ 011“) &4 o'f Ie ove.}'nmenss ’ Illavap: eman& e the " supply 1;10. : {:‘")f
will allow me to make two prefato "“1 . .e’ o .m stage.  Nevertheless, vou cm%e(;- i h am' g e & {;?gxel (:l' turb fce< m nl' 111), Y tvdemen -
hak P ry observations; the first arising out of what grains in such a way so that no internal disturbances ‘. e created. 'Thm-@.

fire certain aspects of the matter which must be shared by all of us. Travan-

fell from your i
1 ! yowself, that something has leaked“eut. As T was coming to Delht.

I read in a B : ¢
N a paper that the Government of Tndia had practieally decided upon core hag a population of 6 millions. Cochin has a population of 1 million,

1} ‘millions. He is active and agildas ever,)-so

. a policy sty . ;
anfl‘ the O(if_ fl‘f e-trade in the matter of procurement and movement of orsins (Mr. Dixon carrect me 0 sy

with the hject of my remarks that I shall permit myself to ment of grom -~ that both the States togethér have a population of 73 millions. We produce

or;l hat problem of free-trade, and T wish to mak 't}kfl3 to make, is o deal more than 8/4ths of the rubber consumed. in Tndia. The vubbet eoolies should

amjv hrﬁff’ ]‘}'nﬂ:sy“;ﬁl:‘?ilisihoft profit for the l;oafdel-.‘ ‘Ie xlivaz 'iqridg:s)tteﬁfs 3’:‘?; Mg be fed. We also produce_ not a small proportion of the fen in India: The cooly

ind that such a qecisi ! ; CALY distresse in the iea Estate must be fed..” We have our War industries. Those '

e : fectsion shorld have been tuken prior to 1h~e in th; Vs:r industries musi bi fed. - éAnd the positi\'munow is that .;?:f (T*::?rr:l?

- - 3 . )
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be fed. What we have done in the ““Grow More Food Campaign’’ may be -
borne in mind. Qur difficulty is that we suffer from too much and not tov

little rain. “We a¥e meeting that with- pumping. We are using our hydro-
electric power and with the pumps that we have purchased for the purpose of
lifting water fwom the submerged field, from the ‘sea arid backwater arcas.
We have reclaimed 34,000 acres. We have requisitioned 7,000 acres. We
have set apart many thousands of acres of forest land for cultivation and jand
8o for used for the production of single crops has been converted into double
crop-land. And still we arve a deficit ares. July, August and September ave
our worst months. -1 have circhlated to the Hon’ble Members of this House, a
Memorandum in which T shall vefer you to where T pointed out, that we are
chronjcally in deficit of about 300,000 tons. The major part was being im-
ported from Burma. Tiet us consider what that Jneans.  Why hag there bken
this deficit? It was because large paddy land was thrown out of paddy culti-
vation and -p\m into cardamorn, tapioca, .tea, coffee and rubber. That was i
"the days when Burm# and Malaya were available as sburces of supply, and we
used to get 3/5th of our total supply from Malaya and Burnia and that supply
1s cut off. There is one other aspeet of the problem which T shall place befors
you. Harvest time in. Travancore is in September-October and February-
March. The stock required to meet our immediate requirements is ut least
75,000 tons of rice. These are the figures but what is the remedy? How are
we to gel out of it? The Hon'ble Members will not accuse me of selfishness
or greed when I say that it-is not possible for the Govt. of India to overlook
or ignore a tract contributing so much to the War and to Peace. They' cannot
ignore those deficit States. - And how can they help us? Only by-that wide-
spread co-operation amongst all the Provinces and States, for which an appeal
has been m{)ade i such moving terms by you, Mr. Chairman. I am not dis-
. cugsing any policy here or political economy, but from our experience—bitter
inescapable experience—I can say and say with assurance that agy attempt

; ? ith .
to bring free trade, at, all events to South India, is bound to be a colossal fail. -

ure, that free trade in India will mean that the profiteers who are some of the
Wealthiest people in India, and who today have cornered electrical goods,
; ‘medical stores etc. alone will benefit, Profiteers have even purchased brass
vessr's from families in Cochin and Travancore. They have purchased electri-
oal goods, medical goods, stores 6f various kinds, rice, tapioda~-all’ this is
cornered by one group who had no recognised agents but. free emissaries. here,
there and everywhere to do the job. Théy are buying rice in every market and
field. ‘Where they are kept, ‘where they are s
have come across many such cases.
I‘ might say that the one way in whi
this.
. them to give their returns. We came to the conclusion that those returns were
. inacenrate angd purposely delayed. They were
the Defence of Travancore Rules, and in 3 fe
{cheers). Today there are 116 offic
Police, Tahsildars, Revenue and offi
sion and are being tried by a High Court Judge. Even with all these drastic
measures, profiteering and hoarding have not been completely eliminated. I
understand that 40 per cent. of the total stock is still hoarded within Travan-
<ore by vested interests. If with all this record of soicalled represpive arnd
" reactionary legislation"and action, and conduct, of this kind, we are stﬂq ]
tHat this hoarding js still there, just contemplate. the possibilities of a State-
\.W_lde nd countrywide free trade where
gven to the profiteers, who are in every gdirection minting money and do ndt
know what to do with it except starting Companiss, and i
of advertisements in every newspaper. ~This is what is going’ to happen. I
. frust thiat this bugbear of frée trade will not be trotted out so far as this Con-
erence is concerned apd that it will be given an early Qecent burial.

. MioH. . Knight (Bombay): T have been instructed to get one point cleated
iy, T Givamebati of B /

Not by way of arrogance or of bragging,
ch Travancore got out certain wtocks was

nserting two pages

e
Y

that T take it, Sir, is & fact on which I can now rely.

fvoudixke to pay a very heartfelt tribute to the Food Department of the

tored, we 40 not know, but we .

We chose groups of the richest land owners in the State. We askad:

prosecuted immediately under
w days the stocks cat:;e QD?
ers, Police Inspectors, District: Supdts. o g 1or o ; tha
cials of high grade, who are under, suspen- . . 1a defeatist mentality. toIsayould an; { s

- BIOS, - - may. or may not work. I woul ‘ hich is going tq sit for six
" ng vzwproposed is unnecessary. Any Committee W .

] feeling

inki to h
“all the access to all' the products :’s - ghould be thinking urgently as

epringht of Bombay were not sure of the purpase- underlying the - " -in Bom

9 .
division of the. Couference into Sub-Comxpittees in the W.‘agf ufs It{l;e?orlll:v&oco?}e
tc be divided. One of these Sub-Committees will consisb o 'rg1dicati:> o nha%,
IV and V, and I am to ask for an assurance that that is 1];9’0 aré lb-Regions ot
the Government of India propose to adopt a scheme ma :)ngBolrln e it
IV and V a Unit. Our objection is that, ‘of course, 1: cuasdv, mbay from tte
regional sources of supply, Sind, Pun]s'a,b.. Punjab States an »p
India. Can T obtain that assurance, Sir” . ‘

s ision he been arrived
Mr. Chairman: All that I can say s that no decision has yet ) :
at A‘blx‘m ({llxl:rt;'n;aave been several suggestions and if t%le' Com;mt%teizsd 1:1:::1}; 1:1;1: -
jn’e*e;t make individual suggestions, I can say the Goy;lnfnenl :m e ke
that ’int.o consideration in finally deciding upon a Potll(;y'other Jbsolutely
- hands as to what lines to take nnd as regards the er que °n, T oo
:Z?sl:)l assure Sir C. P, Ramaswamy Iyer that floday the Eosmp; dlsif hat, the
6 int of India . mhind in this “Gonnection, £ it is t
gxs:‘:r? fi::ig f%]?{ctillih;;is s?lléu(l)clfge control of some sort or the other, I myself

will ‘'be guided by this advice, and it will be better if we can -divert our atten-
» B

‘tion to the problem that if-control is to be instituted in what form it is to be

» instituted.

] instrue at Bombay cannot. aceept that allocation

"Mr- ‘K"l.ghfi a{mintl.h:;%;g}?%]egtiggtisB:ble to feed itself and ac/cordmg to the

\Yllgliu]g "x;:t;sr‘glf ﬁ’gures, that is not a case in rice and mlllett 1'71‘hat kzs a:

;Esestioﬂe%f'detail to be discussed. The second_ point on wtﬂphd N ::‘ o

gssurarice is that the long term planning committee 1s not fbouu ] };mdex e,
tructions ov any condition that it should recommend one form

[y

yers ]
Mr, President: 1 need meke no secret of the fact that till war-conditions

‘last, free trade is,a thing which we have to keep in our pockety ..

- . Al 3
Mr. Knight: Thank you, Sir. Under free ’trag: ‘xillws Wogl dh;;; 1{% szes
crore of rupees in dearness a}lowa;llce'arédtﬁlilsk Bi)r?xeeg e borete G ostkion ?£,J
= dearness a"]dlomwanq&ﬁié%ggpogé’gfﬁﬁe Jindustrial sources for the Wm;,‘.:&nd 1;
Bomb%wgigéstyborts in the country and has to be fed from outside.
. i e have had: several
ia and their procurement plan. We have * v
r(i?)rv;iirsm:)?;e(;iem]%:k ':fdan.\'ietyp(though difficultiex will come later ‘on) and

y ion the
- . “speaking for myself and speaking for Bombay, T would very maich question

' i i it has struck
assertion that the food procurement play has failed. T admit that it has X

‘ ‘m&wp and its details may have to be modified, and it may not havg pro-

‘a8 niuch.as it ‘shéold have. I wduld greatly deprecate thirowing the

haby oiit with the bath water. I would suggest that our main object in mest-

ing in. i ‘to ‘devise new plans, but to assistthe procurement
me m‘Iielhvt,oilﬁoul%el;f;oggﬁ;éldfeel, that ifp with the co-operation of everybody,
§cheme ﬁob fna;de to work, then Bombay and I think other deﬁcx(ti_ tprcwmcets(i ’
N ood e't repared to tighten their belts, accepf scarcity c;)_ntl ions, tan.’5
Ny Stter times What we do not like and what we dare,hot accept, i
wait for bhetter times. o o e o oty somethlpg i w-h]ch
suggest that perhaps the Planning Committse

e S © it vor
weeks and then reporb to the Government Of.,Ind’a‘} ' foigg‘flt,%eﬁ:}f IEV:'IY):
difficult’ during ‘thiat period for any procurement sc }?mf etting better pricss. °
body will hang. on’ to what they have g? taullor?glft;;;)rfl’ ep(l)ang}ing %ommitte%, we
T ‘would sugrest myself that lnstes:)ev (;c O the pracaremont. schemo lwork—
'ti t procurement scheme,

if we do not continue the present pr 0 '

i‘gl;' thesl;glfssrﬁa:aaet sl(fhzxie must fulfi] certain conditions. T suggest first that

it s War on, the Government of India must accept the responsibility and
- with a , ,

cannot devolve that responsibility of feeding Tndia on any private ageney, or

v yinei nment.
on any provincial Gover’

“T-do not wish to diverge into high politics -

but T cannot think 4hat’such a confession of defeat as the scheme explained
hut 1 e & sue

bay, could: possibly: he looked

: with favour by any of the Allied Nations,
/. . - )
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most or all of 'wh.ich, have very cowplete control over (heir tood supplies if n
completely rutioning. Secondly, 1 suggest that in the tirst plac l'p es' ‘ll *n.)b
‘ust apply to all ndia, to all Provinces and all States. “I_‘;e‘c ed‘iny ISJC "
1nust prona facte have the prospect of producing udaqu‘itekt‘o O{I Y Il"l . ”'“)
trude.schemc, suggested w0 week or two ago, - in Tny \"iev:' coul(()i(. 6 .l-e s
. .tha't, food. Thirdly, if the scheme cannot produce adequate food fo;vlo rm({)ﬂulce
It must ab least be a scheme which will secure equitable distl"‘lhnﬁ()?:(?g, Oi "
tvood‘supphes-t-herc are; that is, the Govermment of Indin must see tl)nt: m!:
province does not feed full, while another starves,  Fourthiv, i .'&;e< ul“t O?L
mmperative that any scheme must assist measures umler’tuk&ln.ié) cn‘t‘? )e'
combat the general inflation. We in Bombay look with great’appreheijlsi’o(:l o(;)x

the steep rise in the cost of Jiving, We view with dread the effect it will have.

ou the economic ‘structure of the country after the war, uas no provincial Gov
ermmnen can then possibly be in a position to cope with this high cost of( liviny-
Fifthly, T suggest that any scheme must be such as would be recognized bg‘.
the general public to he one designed to Felp cverybody and not Tt Jl’ 1')1‘1'[
put it frankly, looked upon as a kind of deviee to pﬁt more monév in thz
pockets of  class, which has done nothing to help the war but nets with the
vouly object of filling its own pockets. I must frankly admit. that T have er\b-
countered the suspicion that the free trade scheme has been ehgineered by
some ‘bania’ elique. Tinally, th¢ point T would very mueh like to stress, is
thglt‘Of transpor®. [ for one, cannot believe that :m'v scheme, which doec' no‘t
provide for bulk transport can possibly function at all. Sir. we believe that
the procurement scheme might be made to work and we see no alternative o.

it. We must all face hard times and eut down our standard of living. 1T do-

not think T need make any suggestion for its modifications. But T ought per--
haps to give may view that the free trade scheme would make it virtually jui-
possible to reduce the cost of living. The Government of India must egercize
complete control over every aspect, ‘ ‘ ;

The Hon'ble My, 'H.S. Suhrawardy (Minister ('ivil Supplies, Bengal): T feel
somewhat diffident in speaking before this chamber on this subject, when two
representatives of two deficit provinces before me have voted against the policy
of frée trade. o '

Mr. President: Tt woul be better if you come here and address.
M. Suh rawawrdy : Tt comes to the same thing. T shall try and raise my voice..
T feel, Sir, that after the speeches .of Sir C. P. Ramaswamni Iver and Mr.
Knight (Bombay) who have spoken so veheinently against free trade, ny
statement would appear to be somewhat out of pluce.  From the applause whici
g:reqted your pronnuncement that free trade should be removed and put into
one’s pocket while the war lasted, it is useless for mie to contend that free
. {'nde for -the whole of India should be introduced. I am very grateful to vou,
Sir, for yomr view that these provinees, ‘at any rate, where the war mdustries are
more or less congregated, should be considered somewhat sympathetically from
the supplies foint of view. Tn this respect, Sir, probably Bombay has been
better served than Bengal. The Govt. of Tndia, Sir, took a view regarding the
surp]_us in what you consider the surplus provinces and the deficit in the ‘deficit
brovinees, gnd attemnpted to securc the co-operation of the surplus provinees to
remote the surplus from: those aress to the deficit areas. Tt hag be-a recoenized
.bl!‘, that whatever policy we may -adopt regarding procurement o freehtra‘der
2:}8{1 tit?-;)}(l)ie;ra;t;?;]p ;{Léhp .ow)vineia'l'-Go.vernments is of the grentest importan.ce:
; co-operation is found wanting, then a step must be taken hv which
the Central Government must override the reluctance of the provinciai Governe
{1jents to come to the aid of their neighbours, who are in'need. An appeal has
h’;‘;‘;;njz‘l]f‘lfl‘ihl:;v.z();;l to t_h(_) surplus provinees to recognize the _dit’ﬁculties of their
Bombav has b(een E Ftl;se.nt Tmment are in- the’ grip of faine. Perhaps, Sirs
Tt the éubpl%es tousﬁl‘q;{éier'\le(-il" lThe fmpp.hgﬂ tlo B'Omba'v have heen Sectl}'ed.
when Caleutta ha/dxoniv ‘t'w:‘ds:w::‘ o ;_00}11‘@ ‘tt 17: o ‘W()H[(I ot hﬂv? m“l’l\'e('i
of gvain coming . n e ays supplies in stock zm(.l thére Was 1o _hkehhood
_ ) sutheirent quantities from the neighbouring 1rovinces.” T8

ye. But we are placed in this posilion, t

be liquified as esrly

- wils. ensed to a very large

11 A ‘ : N ro-

h had been worked out by the Govt. of ‘Indla cou}d _};avi

o said that the procurement by the Govt. %{
d there was no necessity for free tn}de.

that would have been sufficient for

hat our provincial-neighbours did not

accept the views of the Govt. of Indiat iegagggxgoutzle s;xga}:seio?ge ftélre tg{i?i;
yussed by the Govt. of India were not et . ced nob rerer 4
szil’ticulug province in speaking in this manner. Some p(l)(t)l\;1ln‘ce:(,w?r1;c§2e;é§§"
sinee b, least, did play the game and caie to our reseus. - tlfé' P ovinees 8
ed t6 the uttermost limit the views of the Govt. of India wg},;llt iug: . ipp e
at their disposal. But whatever it was, the fact refn‘a}ns. t ‘a ' W ei:. befoi-e -
culties regarding supplies. Today it is no use my wailing or \:lef:p‘ g o ot
tnembers who ave gathered here today. But I can de'ﬁnatn_\, &%yi‘)aturé s
Bengul is in the grip of a very great famine, pr(:bgbly o}f a ‘sxzfe anc At
inay be equal to the Orissa famine of 186¢ TUnless tle(‘lescue: (?ple; Lm ns e
sxpedited the reports that we have received 'fmn} the ‘_/o'rnt{lxxsglvo e s of o
Divisions, our daily reports, show that fhe situation is deteriora mdg xer:y‘ iy per v
hunger marches, looting, feeding on uneatables, such as grass an snahs, pe S s
ton weak even to walk to the kitchens, persons unable to t11} the land—we a;’(,
unable, therefore, to carry out our programme regarding grow more focl)ct.‘
This is the position-in Bengal. Twe montl_ls back we werer faced with a C%len‘p eie
absence of stocks in our deficit areas and in Calcutta. . We pad to feed the war
industries. The Army had sapped the resources of the Province in the shuape of
vegetables, milk, poultry, and 'such'like things. We had had.cyclc{nest _gﬁ:\d‘.
draught and floods. We were receiving reports of persons roammg ?)()1\ . ?
pountry-side—small cultivators who had /sold their crops at an early stege gfn( -
who could not buy crop at ghe price which rice had reached—roaming ,ﬂ‘i()llt_. o(;‘
a morsel of food. People could not cook _i1_1 their h'ouses w.;thoqt bexng;[ ussangd
by 500 or a thousand people who claimed & share in thqnf:e}waﬁer. 0 .Stmi 2d.
an antihoarding drive, not because 1 believed very m_uc;1 t at‘ ezeﬂ“ e;:i:
reserves, but because it was necessary thdt whatever \stoc.ks there were, 5 :{'{u i
as possible, for® the purpose .of, relieving the immediate-
situatiorr. [ koow the dangers of anti-hoarding drive. “because it would 1mean
thaf stocks which might have beeh us?ful durmg.fmmne'condxtxons wauld b(t*
liguidated and distributed. The drive, from my point of view, has been a grea
The mere mention of the drive and of an allt}-lloard}ng campaign,.
resulted in agriculturists and traders who held stocks, bringing their stock to the ~
markeb or lending to the poorer and more unfortunate people... rI‘he sntgatpn
‘extent. Food Con:mittees were set up in all villages.
ind I believe there are today one lakh of Food Committees functiquing, compos--7
ed purely of non-officials. This - has been the greatest experimient iu non-

the programe whic
boen carried out; I too would hav
India was sufficient for my needs an
‘he Govt. of India could feed my people.

suceess.

" official co-operation with Government, and T hope that at ledst for the future

these Food Comuittees, will be the basis of a great non-official effort for solving,
our problems.  As7T said,"a feeding plan is being drawn up.  The result of the
drive will show that although we have b_een able to gbt some stocks--—a'bout 80-
lakhs of mannds in Bengal—it after all is not consnderabl.e. And. ?hese hoards:
are nob just surpluses.  They ave stocks in the area and will be. utilised to meet
ihe deficit of families within that avea. We have, to some extent, been able-ro
etwe the situation, bilt now we are in this position that we must have supplies .
from outside. “Tf the (Yovernment of India cannot sen.d us the supplies, free
trade must bring out those supplies from the neighbouring provinces that have

© . «omething of a surplus. We are, Sir, fighting todaw. for the lives of our country-

men fighting for the lives of those, whose destinies however temporarily, are
in our hands. T is not to my mind a question so much of prices. We
must have the supplies.. TPrices may “rise, but- prices must fall. To my
mind,” Sir, “if our neighbours had accepted the free trade plan and had "not
yaised objections to the movement of grain, our deficit pockets would have
been filled to some extent, our prices would hgve fallen and there would. have

been a general fall of prices in all the provinces. Tnstead, by placing obstruc-

tiong in the wav of free tradc they have hetped those verv profiteers ubout -
-
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whom reference was made by Sir C. P. Ramaswami Iyer. Without the move-
H}ne'nt of a grain of rice Into Bengal, prices have risen in those vegions 1s a whole
_l"hrs has not helped us. That, however, is a matter of the p?xst T dedl. Sir,
}.‘nn..t i(})lm.etg}ng must bhe_evolved in ev-operatioh with our neigl.ﬂ)o\\u's'j .'Fﬁeyz
‘1;?;!: a,digm;ic?lfll]esl zmgl T can place their difficulties before you, but probably
o h "jl‘hq"l '_)? tettey able to place then than T. T quite realisc their
A aﬁd fdrcfyh e‘i‘ lsllsﬁ(j‘ procure rice at a cheap rate for their own essential

; I deficit areas. 'We must try and get together and see whe-

13 - ‘
conginued to go up. We examined the arguments aguin. The first argument.
would not hold water. The step we then took wus not Lo fix a statutory price
but to put all buying into the hands of-a Government purchasing agency. _'..l‘he
Purchasing Officers were told to buy in the surplus areas at, a cgllxng price.
1i sufficient quantities were not offered at that price they were told to hold off..
That was « very one-sided arrangement and did not work. It wus obvious that

, somebody had the rice. Holding off the market would not work, since it was’

clearywe had to have the rice. Then we walked in, made enquiries and you may

ther we cannot evolve somethine in eo- ; " . remember that last year we had started requisitioning. \We got about 5,000 tons.
antagonism with each other. I do not k?)%ifrat:%oi? Vx;l}t;gtlf::]t 'Otgfl“?’;‘-d Ii)?tj m o “held by a group of ‘?nerchants and. through them offered supplies, at our ceiling
‘ecome to any agreenfent, but T would like to plg;ce b,Gfol.e them ve (; ii' e able te price. That settled the matter for the time being. But in February, things.
“wovt. of Tndia that our need is dire indeed, and inspite of the e‘;frérbg tslcl)a,tbefor%the began to get bad again, and since then requisitioning has been a re curring
ﬁxrﬁ]c to secure equitable distribution and make the hest of our éu ?\ire ave feature of the proourement scheme, but only to'a limited extent. Taking the
Aind that we have not enough in our provinee to go round. - Suppres, we figures over several weeks receftly, requisition orders were served for less than
The first thing th:lt I frelt was, 1 t attack th i , . 15 per-cent. of the purchases, and not all the amounts requisitioned were taken.
and the other of fea‘r whi ch ' 1’ ‘ d%nust ‘] ac' (i e two aspects, one of greed _over, as the owners agreed to sell at eeiling price. That was for procurement
rather vigorous offorts whi l‘l‘ elre ea& ing to hoarding. T am afraid, Sir, that the for. deficit districts although the esrlier procurément and earlier requisitioning.
minds ofbmy c‘bllea ﬁes :ﬂic ar .mihe‘hgvlg created an mmpression both in the was also for export quotas. - As regards procurement for the deficit areas,
Govt. of Trdise—it gwourd :Ssd t;. gae :xie t3he;re 9.!1((11 possibly in the minds of the certain merchants are approved by the Collector and are allowed to buy from
that there is sufficient erain inm;’ign n] (ilmllfl °fll'°h‘? Secretary of State— the Grain Purchase officers.. They buy against district quotas for cash. They
starvi® is that there is %oar ding. ¢ Agd | and ¢ evon Y reason W}“ people are get the grain and sell it at a fixed price in approved areas, and then approved
the fﬂ(}?;. I wieh it was so T s h( Ipp alise). Infortunately, Sir, rhz}t is not " retailers sell it in the deficit areas at the specified prigg. The pricg is not a
say that while my people haxve“;sfﬁ . Sou dhtake upony myself that odium and uniform price. It depends on the various items of costs involved in bringing
their responsibiliti'esl bécause it d‘;es? lenr;% t~itGo‘:t" have failed to carry out it direct to the particular place, handling charges and profit.  Collectors are.
provided the people have enough to ent,® T lma eﬁr_le the Govt. is condemned, - asked to adopt suitable measures to keep prices of logal stocks down to the price.
are today helpless, that Benmlgl i d Beit 1ave to'regret to say that our people of the cheap imported rice. Collectors are also directed to unearth stocks .in
any, amount of .1--1,tioninn . 2-‘ ]]ts a de ‘;‘ province to a very large extent, and thejr own districts, and to help them they have been given officers.to locate-
‘that sufficiency in arain ‘(‘?i]i ‘lhgl. emn)g of our belts will not he able to produce stocks and check up the information the_local revenue officers &tready
issued instrichions biiz- Prec idls tnezessary.e_ven Bfor a starvation diet. I have + have, of stocks with cultivators and check them with the figures of the Com-
“have asked that ';7;1121 kitch ; ?n},’ 0 organise Bengal on a famine hasfs. < I mercial Tax Officers regarding merchants’ stocks. Thése, officials are known as
‘normally be necessary fﬂ‘ YNy ould be set up, in which food wh*h would Statigtical TehSildars or .*‘Snooping’’ Tehsildars. It is the duty of these officers.
I have 3; uestessts}?l" G Olv fifty people should be utlllsed for five hundred people. . ~to go round and if ‘they get to know of stocks held by anybody in matedl
aad fons t%mt o (ae 'rz); t. of Indm to come to our assistance and T wait in hope , “and " excessite guantities, they get hold of them with the help of the powers
. 188 ssistance will be forthcoming. L given to the collectors. T feel sure that if we go further and advertise in the
. The Hon'ble Sir Azizul Huque: S0 far I have been asking the réeposenta- papers that people will be given rewards for information leading to the ‘dis-
fives from areas which have been very seriously affected within -the last few closure of stocks we should get further information. We already have rough
wonths—Travancore, Cochin, Bonibay, and certain parts of Bengal. I now ask and ready rationing schemes in a number of towns in varying degrees. . We.
‘,t‘f]e b_efzret_:ary to call the representatives according to the order of the Provinces. " have not yet introduced a full rationing schefne in any fown, but it rather looks-
The tirst is Madras, . : ﬁ,df‘ﬁxougl\ s il }ldvé o follow 3t up, . - ORI ol

: [ - )
The decision of which  we were informed at the Bombay Confdrence was that.
{ - the Goverpmeént of India would abolish the procurement scheme and substitute
—have throughout striven to avoid’adopti - . . Free Trade. We do not know, we have not yet discovered, why the Madras
that matter I think we will be bomep;l:;gb;?yat? Zr;';v;aggro:f;; iztlt:i? Efe(% LI} \ province should be included in the free-trade area. . .. 'No parti(_:g_la? reasen has.
‘bours. I do not think I can do better in the first place “than refer ve bﬁfﬂ, ‘ been given why it shopld apply to Madras.: It is possible that it is with the
to thé causes and event¥ in Madras, for, any future action thab We. take must object of allowing grain from the Presidency to flow freely into Bengpl. I &
mnecessarily be based on the ‘experience that we already have. When the\'s'upplieg !« . that'is not the object, thére does not seem any reason why &' province whic.h.
of rice from Burma were cut off, the immediaté result was a rush on our * has’a procurement scheme, should be expected, in' view of its own' deficit,
surplus areas. We have half a dozen disticts in the Kisgna and Godavari and -positicn, to supply food to any other province. - There does not.seem to be any
- Tanjore deltas, which produce large quantities of rice. The other \districts ure reason for it and it will only result in disaster to us. As I said, it would only
in deficjt in food supply. It is true that even from the deltas, the %ﬁpplies result in g tremendous rise in prices and in grain going not to places wltere
~weres restricted by transport difficulties. 'And the first step We tooklwas to - it is wanted, Biit to places where it will find the h}ghest price. .Thep there is
prohibit exports from the Pfovince and to restrict the amount which er- the question of transport. There is a line going to Calcutta in the direction of
. mitted-to be taken out on permits. Tb soon beosme clear that the < was g)u - ~ easy transport. Tt is obvious that these factors would put up price. ~The
ing agents on behalf of Ceylon, Travancore, Bombay and offier e‘pvlzlzg:s weZe Ainclusion of the area in the free-trade’ zone will result in an enormous Mse in-
_chxxxtpetl‘rl/g with one another and- pushing up prices very quickly. In the ° prices. o oL . _ - S
eynopal Price’ and Sppply Board T was pressed by the representatives  of * Our problem has been not merely to distribute our food but to distribute it
Con tw?gg\-}il&(:.fﬂgc}gn to put a statutory limit on prices. That was refused - at a price which the common pepple can, afford to-pay. The result of free trade
Tt it we Aid iRt 1 ator. e second wag that if we put a price - . v o -
:m-,t' We ﬂﬂfﬁﬁffﬁ”}‘?ﬁfﬁese agents were going to buy their rice. The price oo AT - ‘

\ ai . N ' ‘ -
/b‘n ‘I{_ugh Hood (Madras)‘: Sir, Madras has been in certain difficulties for
some time, but I do not think those difficulties are peculiar to Madras, We .

‘e
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dve the oxample of other articies and ‘we kuow thitt the merchants and the
speculators who own considerable stocks ure not actuated by any great public
Fpmt. They are not moved by any sympathy for the sufferings of others.
These persgns should really be called callous, and if we are to put our trust in
them we shall be putting our trust in people who do not inerit any considera-
tion and who want only to make » profit. If free-trade is coming to us and
prices are to go up, as Sir C. P. Rumnmaswami Iyer has said, it is not known
how it will result in the procurement of food. The morale .of the armny is wound

to suffer very greatly and the Government of India und the Governmont of

Mudras have constant trouble with the relations of soldicrs left behind in
villages and toyns, from persons who cannot afford to pay high prices. . 1 do
not think that is going to help the war effort in any way.
) Then there is this statement of policy by another Department of the Govern-
- ment of India. ‘It is the policy of Government®of - India, that the cost of
industrial labour should be stabilised as far as possible by the supply of
necessuries of life to such labour at reasdnable prices.” That was the policy of
Government of India. 'There is a lot of labour which is getting dearness
allowance in the railways, factories, ete., and there are large numbers who are
not ‘getting any dearness allowance and have to continue as before. Sometime
back an emissary came to us from the Government of Tndia to find out how
we had controlled the prices of conunoditics. . . . ‘
1 do not know howdhe inevitable rise in prices is going to affect the anti-
inflationary meuasures adopted by the Government of India, trying to contrel

prices of cloth. The mills agreed to adequate prices and to the standard cloth

scheme. I do not know how the Government of India expect cloth merchants
and mills to sacrifice their profits, if the grain merchants are to be allowed just
-as much profit as before, . o
Then there is the question of railways: We have received very. close eo-
operation from. the railways and from their officers in helping us to move grain
long_ distances from the surplus areas. Our procurement scheme is in arrears,
buj that does not matter because we have already procured more than the rail-
‘ways can carry. They cem only carry our current requirements. 1f jn any case
the stock procured rigses, then there the question of railways comes in.
Now the Government of India ‘appear to be under the impression that the
procurement scheme to whiclf reference has been made, has been a failure. As
T understand the scheme, it was agreed to by all the provinces in India. Some

provinces have appavently failed to take any action to implement that scheme. - -

‘Which are these provinces, T do not know. If that is so, it would appear that
the Government of India are unable to take any drastic action against these
provinces and it looks as though Section 1264 of the Government of Indie Aect
had gone into the waster-paper basket. ,
Our answer to the problem is not that the procurement scheme, which is in
itself 2. sound seheme. should he abandoned.  We ourselves do hot much
“care ahout certain teatures of #, but it is'a schenis that has been put forward

\ 2fter great consideration and consultation, and we are not prepared to question:

it orﬂ(‘f about details. We wish that scheme to be worked, and we feel
- Strongly that it can be worked, and’it is for' the, Government of Indis %o insist
“that it shall be worked. .

MT Chairman: Gentlamen, You might sit till 1-30. then breal off, and
- meet again to continue this plenary <cssion at 3 o’clock, this afternoon,

. Major-General Wooq (Secretary, Food Department): Before calling on the
. P, to speak next, from now on we will finish Provinces in a round,. prior to
faking up States from Hyderahad. Before calling on the different people tn
‘speak‘, may T ask all representatives fo Przive serious ﬂ’]OUghf' fo the forthcoming
question of how thev would wish the Sub-Committees fo he ebnstitnted. This
has to be decided nossibly this evening. o C |

in‘;g’:H“‘lfh_H ood (Madeas):  Tf would areatly facilitate the task.if vou could
;fefehcs a ﬁs{","__f‘ what the groups, are as jneluded in the bnsiness of the Con-
¢ Region numbers convey nothing definite.

v e
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Mr. Chaivingan - Generaily speaking, Legional division has been carried out
as far us possible, keeping in mind arcas which are contiguous to one another,
and have some direct connection with one another. These have been put into
groups and towards the end of the day’s proceedings the Secretary will give a
tentative idea of the different groups.

Mro R P Mudie (U. P.): We agree very largely with Bombay. That is to
Bay, that we take objection to free trade for the reasons given by Mr. Knight.
We ure of the opinion that the existing purchase scheme is workable in, some
miodified form but the principle was sound, and we we agreed that the tjgud
probleni must be looked wpon as pars of the genera) inflation problem. The
ouly speech we had today for free trade, from Mr. Subrawardy, seemcd (o
contirm the fears of everyone who was opposed to it. It is quite clear tha! if
you have @ drive, dn anti-hoarding drive that produced 3 lakh tons of rice, thmv)
hoarding was the normal thing in Bengal., The only reason why people hoa:d
is for plofit and if you have free trade with the present trend of prices in India.
you must, make u profit by hoarding. We brought sowe rice last “ovembor
because we thought we would be short of rice. We could sell that rice at a
protit of one crore of rupees and if 1 was a ‘buaniya’ I would do that. The oth:r
point 1 think Mr. Suhrawardy inade:.he rather accused other Provinces of not
playing the game: The only effect of free trade had been a rise of prices in
other Pravinces without helping Bengal. That is exactly what would have
happened if the free trade ares had been extended- to U. P, Our rice is. bdd
enotigh: Rs. 17, Rs. 20 and in one District in the Fast of the Province next to
Bihar 14 seer to the rupee is the retail price. But no rice would have gone to
Bengal because there is no rice to go. Similarly with wheat. "We had-a fair
average crap. We expected we ought to have about 8 lakh tons coming’ to the
markets of the U. P. in April, May and June. Actually we had lss than 13
lakh of tons. At the moment we have no real surplus. We have to feed,
1 think, & larger urban populatien than any other province. We are uearly 4
million in, our towns. The strongest indietment against free trade was in the
" speegh, of My, Suhrawardy. . : o

As regards the scheme, the essence of the schewme s we understocd 1t is
that every province should try and get hold of as much stock as possible. They
would then be in a position to-talk to the dealer. 1 saw a statement recently
showing the extent to which Provinces huve failed in the basic plan.” Of course,
if you had all the grain in your baud already, you could work according to auy

« plan.’. The whole difficulty is getting the grain—that. is very largely the crux -
of the whole problem. I think emphasis was not sufficiently laid on the essential
part of the plan, that each province should buy as mueh as they can, and then
export {o other Governments or Provinces. That is essentially sound. We
have been doing that and we came to an agreement, a subsidiary agreement,
with the Government of India that we should buy and hold sufficient for reserves
for our own towns, and after that, whatever we bought we will go fifty-fiftv
with the Goverinnent of India. Meantime the Government of Tndin wes frec
“to buy for the Army in the U. P. Tt has not paid them to buy for the Army,
as prices are high! Out of 147,000 tons of wheat which has eome. t0 53 of the
largest markets in the U. . we have got 93,000 tous, of which we are prepared
tg give 10,000 tons to the @Gpvernment of Tndia under the agreement and again
buy up to 10,000.  Barley and Gram are hardly coming to the market, Millots
and rice: the agreement came into force four or five months after Crops were
out, so there was no chance of buying from the start. We raided the markets
in "March. For the rest we must wait. We might get o little more. Th:.
essentials of the scheme, that the Government should buy as much ds posgible,
are sound. T think every provincial Government would object o any system
6f conwol by zones which deprived them of their power to discharge their respon-
sibilities to their own pepple. ‘No one is in a position to know as well as the
provineial Governments, what the needs of the people are, and we agreed at the.
last meeting that we will play and we intend to play the game and the Food

. o -
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Department agreed to our scheme of fitty-fitty and we are quile prepared to carry
out that scheme. e

- -,
]

The other point thut was raised was how to.get geain from the cultivator.
‘We tried earlier in the year to buy at a fixed price. W- yearly starved all the
towms. Then we sturted to buy through agents and we were vefy successful
in the case of wheat. and by the last week in May and the two weeks in June
prices were slightly falling. We had a ceiling price of Rs. 13 and we lowered
it to Rs. 12-12-0. Then came the unfortunate story of free trade and everything
was upset. But one very interesting fact that applies to the .U. '.—I do not
kno.w If it applies to other Provinces—ig this, that at harvést time the old
parity Ig)etween the retail price of the commedities and the wholesale price of
the grain re-establishes itself. 1t did so in Rabi 1942; then it fell short and
donsumers grain shot up again and grain fell behind consumers’ goods. Weil
1 have Just-got the figures for June and grain has not quite gof up to the level
;ve.t. ;It; Is now about 99 per cent of the price of the goods.: But the ini;éresting
thing is that the price of consumers’ goods fell in June. That was due to control
of silver and to4he control in cloth, and although the grain index did not quite:
meet it, yet,the rise in grain index ‘was much smasller than it had previcusly
been. T have had what T consider a most hopeful letter. from the Government
of India—a lettor from Mr. Hydari about consumers’ goods. We had also letters
_about inflation but T must say and I agree with Madras, that T felt thare wus a
lagk of co-ordination when we got the letter about free trade because everyone
then buys or sells at enormous profit. As.regards the particular subject of
buying, the main thing is that you must keep down the ‘bania’s’ profit. When

+ we sell nearly a'lac tons of wheat we make no profit, but if that lac ton i§ held
by a ‘l_)ania’ he would make a profit out of it. I do not know, Sir, if the regional
committees could deal with these aspects,of the problem—the aspects df ration-
ing, holding stocks, the question of consumers’ goods, the question -of general

inflation and so on.. T am very glad to see that on Wednesday a schente for

the control of ‘gur’ is to be put forward in a very simple form. This year, T am:

‘ told, our sugarcane area has increased by 80 per cent. We managed to ke,e‘ih
down the price of ‘gur’ to some extent. T s

7z ¥

T
The Howble Sir Chhotu Ram (Minister, Punjab): The repregetitatives of -

the Punjab are not inclinell to make sny cofnmtents at the present stage, but
frorn the speeches that I have already heard, it appear that I should certainly
quoti-~a few figures to convince the gathering here, whether the Punjab has or
has not played its part. We promiged to supply 8 lacs of tons of wheat last
- year and gt a pinch 8 lacs of tons. Our actual supplies went up to 9.7 .1;1.05.
We were asked to put larger areas under foodcrops. We placed 2} million
acres of land under additional foodcrops. We were asked to advise the people
to put as small an ares under short-staple cotton as possible. . We Tried our best

. ,and succeeded very largely with the result that over 4} lacs of acres of land

which normally would have been placed undér short-staple cotton were plaved
under fooderops. Now this is.the part which we have played. So far.as the
future Is concerned, we are prepireéd ‘to offer every possible co-operation and
We are prepared to render every possible and feasonable help, but at the same
time we are not going to-sacrifice the interests of fhe province. ‘We helieve
that, in view of the special cqnditions that prevail now, we ought to do what we
can ‘in the way of sacrifices, which are required of evéry province in the country’
.But the Punjab alone should not be-made to suffer. The Government of India

believe that the Punjab is holding stocks.of wheat. That is wrong. The “res~
_ ponsibility is entirely that of the Government of India. We are agked to make

pur?;lages for May, June and July. -The order was for 382,797 tons. We have
already purchased 218,654 tqns. But the Governmient of India have failed 0

despatch these supplies anywhere. ' They have been able to rail only 62,000 tons
» of this hige amount.  Whese fault is 1t? Is it the faul¥ of the Punjab or any
. other province? It is entirely and completely the fault of the Government of
* 'India who do not know how to get transport. how to get wagons. .

. .

- . . S e e
e

©ooan L : >
Quite a number of speakers have stated that there is no need of free trade
of ‘any kind, but within limits certain restrictions on price as well as produce
are necessary and desirable. Within those limits the Punjab is quite prepared
to support the Goverhrlent of India. -But if restrictions placed on thg move-
‘ment of wheat, on thé movement of foodgrains and prices are combmed to-
gather, then there is & huge sacrifice to be made by the Punjab. I may tell
vou, Sir, that in wheat in 1942, in Bajra in 1942-43 and in wheat this year, and
as a result of the advice which was tendered by the Government of India that'
the Provincial Governments should persuade cultivators to place a smaller .

~_.‘area under short-staple cotton, the Punjab Government has, at a modest figure,

suffered g loss of over Rs. 20 crotes. Now, is it reasonable, is it fair, to egpect
the Province of the-Punjab to continue this sacrifice_and ‘similar other sacrifices
;which have been essential, considering the redult of the advice and orders given
by the Government of India and thejr failure to have any ,t.ra,nsport. facilities
provided for sending out such commodities? Now, if free tm(je, restpcted fred
itrade, qualified free trade, is resorted to, I think, deficit provinces will ber}eﬁt.
They will be able to get their food and that too at more reasonablq rates than

_they are doing now. Surplus provinces will get a little higher price and the
_ private merchants will profit. Traders know how to get wagons. The Govern-
‘ment of India do not know how to get wagons. My own advice is that " the

iGovernment of India should allow qualified free trade.
Now, there seems to me to be another impression abroad that the grower

has grown rich from every point of view. On what grounds is this impression

i based? One.of the factors which finds favour with the Governmertt of India is:

that unginned cotton was selling between Rs. 25 and 30 per maund in April and
May,-but they forget the grower’s lot in November, December ‘and January
-when he did not get more than Rs. Q or 10 for ‘desi’ cotton and nor more than

 Rs. 14 or 15 for American cotton. On an average the grower realises ofly

:about Rs. 8 or 8-8-0 for ‘desi* and about Rs. 12 for American cotton. Ib.is °
. .only a-myth that the grower has become suddenly rich. 1 have already said
! .-that on"cotton hé did not make any large profit. Now, let us take wheat. Tt is

‘- xiow selling in the Punjab at a little less than Rs. 10 per maund. At Lyallpur

it is selling at Rs. 10-1-0 or 10-2-0. (wheat No. 591) and Rs. 9-11-0 (Dara wheat),
‘that is to say, roughly it is Rs. 10 per maund. What is the price at Hapur? A
little over Rs. 14. Now a difference of Rs. 4 per maund cannot be justified on
.any ground whatsoever. It is due entirely to the policy which has been followed
‘by the. Governrgent of India in the matter of restricting free movements of
‘wheat. + A% Hapur it is sold st roundabout Rs. 14 per maund. The difference .
- between Lyallpur and Haphr should ih no case exceed Re. 1-8-0. Why should.
‘the Punjab grower be made to suffer this loss? I db not know in whose interest
“all this is being done. The consumers in Bengal do not get a sufficient supply
-of foodgrains. The Punjab grower-is certainly dissatisfied even with what he is
getting now, although the feeling in the Government of India circles deems to
be that the Punjab grower has grown very rich indeed, and that he is realising
excessive prices. For making'a reasonable and fair idea of wha.t’ the prices ave,

= or ghould be, T will puf forward a few figures:—

Between 1929 and the outbreak of the war and even after until 1942 prices
were barely adequate, if at all, to meet the cost of production. Now I will quote
. those ﬁgl?'es:-—-— - - ' N

Year Wheat sold in May and Jt.me‘ at Year Whe_at sold i'nlglay and June b
Rs. : . . 8.
1931 1 90 1937 ; 2 6 0-
’ 1932 210 1938 2 40 s
- 1938 211 o 1939 300
. 1934 2 20 " 1940 211V
‘ 11935 240 . 21941 3 00"
1938 2 6,6 1942 . 415 0
These are. averages for.the ‘month of May and June, during which months the

grower parfs with most of his surplus wheat. .
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Now let us see the rise_in the price levels of wheat s ‘compared
' Here are these figures:

with the

srticles which a grower has to purchase. ¢ . S|
Averages for f931-35 at Lahore. The basic figure is 100 for the period
1031—385. Now let us consider the ride: )
jt)g]&'éa(:) Index No. Year - Index No.
1939 . . . 135 1942 (Second quarter) . 186
1940 . . 139 » (Thied =, ) - 210
1941 .. 145 ,» (Fourth w ) . 33;
1942 (First quarter) . 176 1943 (First v ) .

a higher price for.his subsistence as well as any-
stands at 300 in 1943, Let us see what the
It is only 261. Even immediately before
the war the grower was selling his wheat at burgly (-os‘t prlce-——a:c) tm‘xeg fltﬂl‘oxl\)'(e)x_-
~than cost price. Now. what does the wheat rise of 261 meun: ,I\(? hng; ne
thing as compared either with the general index cost -of 11ﬂvmg ﬁgu‘w,'l?]ll\\‘l:”
the prices which he was getting just before the outbreak of the w u}l.' N he }'N
Ain respect of the other commaodities which he has to buy has been 11;;.:3{,()11:&‘. .
809 per cent. The percentage rises :n'e—-—_'l‘imber L per cel'xt.; [J‘t'{lthel 28¢ per
cent.; Cattle 300 per cent.; Kerosene oil 7 pex-,lcent:; Wheat )"61.) pe}‘ cl,e.nt.',
Cloth 539 per cent. What does the Government ot Tndia say to .thlS. }ot nim
Nothing whatever except this, that the growers are silent (-ommm.nt,\ ; txe\l
are not organised; they have no press of then-_ oW :m(.l have no mﬂu‘entiu‘
people round ubout Dethi or Simla. This explains the Sllenc(}‘ of the gr.ov&ep
and the scoldings he has to accept on behalf of the Central Government; on
hehalf of deéficit Provineces and of consumers. z}nd, who are these consumet'm
may 1 ask?  Righty per cent. of the population lives on agriculture.  They pro-
duce wheat or other foodgrains, either as .1311(‘1-0\\,'1101'5' or as tenants or ui
~agricultural labourers or as partners in cultivation.  Of the remining 20 [)L*(l{
cent., I think about 15 per cent. of the people are those x}’l}g can\;get very goo
tactoyy labourers and the 1ik& We had to stop
1 not get labour; this was

Now, the grower has to pay
body else. The general index tigure
rise has been in the price of wheat.

.wages and are getting them
our construction of irrigation works beeause we could e
on account of the terrible competition which had been started by the Cen m‘
Government's P, W. Department. We had simply to close \tl'lem. The wage?
- of labour have probably gone up 4 or 5 times. We shoulgl.exelude that clas; of
people from the category of those who afe not in a position to ’plir.cl.lz‘tse their
food. There is moreover @ certain percentage 'of pegple in every Province, .
whose food, wheat does not epter as u serious mgrgdlenf, while there are other 5
who ean very well afford to pay a much heavier price than they ave paying now
The onlv population for which the Government need show any concern consists
- of those who are verv old, infirm or disabled—and ¥et poor. The percentage
of such people will not be more than about 2 or 3 per cent. of the, population.
So far as the countryside is concerned. my proposal is that cultivators them-
selves should set apart 1 seer per- maund of their produce, which will be quite

sufficient, to sustain that part of the population which is unable to earn any live-

lihood and which is very poor. So far as towns are concerned, there .is no reason
' S d contractors—yves, contractors—

why rich people, big merchants, middlemen and c tors—Ve

‘should no’op?)arx)r a decent amount every month towards a charity fund. Tf they do
so voluntarily and willingly, good and well. Tf.they fail to do it, is there any
reason why the Government of India should not enact a 1.‘}\\' so that they will
be forced to do s0? If the 2 or 8 per cent. of the population mentioned above

is thus provided for, there is no other section left for whiph the Government of"

India need feel any coneern whatever.

80, my proposals are, to have qualified free trade, a voluntary or compulsory
setting apart of 1 seer per maund of produce for the countryside, and introduce
a charity fund to which well-to-do people ghotld be asked to contribute volun-
tarfly in.the first instance. Enforce it if necessary by a law-and compel them
to make this contribution it they'fail to do so voluntarily.

That is all that T need say at the present stage. Tn the Committee stage
_I may have a few more things to say. ST

- The 'Honourable 'Sir Azizul Huque: I propose to adjourn this mceting till
8 p.m. After we finish the main discussion, the Committee can™sit. S

in o

-—
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(The meeting adjourned at 1,25 p.y. for lunch to meet again at 3 p.y.)

Major-Genl. E. Wood: Gentlemen, there iy to be distributed to you a paper
which is nothing but the note ol the suggestions that was asked for by Sir Hugh
Hood before lunch. Or the assumption that there will be four sub-committees
that paper was drawn up with the general terms of reference as suggested. It
will not be inappropriate if T mention why we should have four sib-committees.
The first region concerned is the N. W. F. Province. We want to continue to
run the Basic Plan in respect of the Rabi erop and our requirements can be
secured -from the N. W. F. Province which means that it is 2/3rd of the Basic
Plan. The next is the North Eastern Region. In view of the very serious
trouble there recently and in view of the high prices ruling in that zone it has

N been decided to segregate it from: others until the prices have been restored to

a normal level. Rajputana States are more or.less a commact and self-sufficient
territory. That leaves three remaining regions, Nos. 2, 3 and 5 for consideration
of the Conference, as to whai iz going to be done particularly in reference to
the position of Travancore and Cochin and there is also some trouble looming
ahead in respect of Bombay. So it was on that basis that these four committees
were suggested, and it is a question for the Conference to suggest how these
sub-comnmittees or any number of sub-committees should sit to discuss the
matter and what short-term policy should be applied to any particular region
so long as the long-tertn committee did not report on it.

Mr. Ansorge (Bihar): Sir, the Bihar Government are verv grateful io you
for calling this Conference of provineial representatives. The Government feel
and feel very strongly, that if men of knowledge and experience were actually
responsible for the administration, much of the present difficulty could - be
avoided. At the first Conference which was held as far back as 1941, and again

T in 1942, the Bihar Government gave a serious warning of the likelihood-of such

a situation arising in the near future and put out suggestions as to how it could
be mé&t. At that time. the Central Government was not prevared to take action.
You will exonérate me, Sir, from merely saying that T told veu so, when T
remind yqu that at that timie I was not serving in the Bihar Govemment. Sir
Chhotu Ram has, if T understood him rightly, expressed himself in favour of so-
called free-trade in a modified form. Now, Sir, if Punjab and the U. P. wish
to fling themselves into the maelstrom in which we have been thrown, it will
undoubtedly ease the situation for us.
was such that the Bihar Government had considerable difficulty, but by means
of the controls which it enforced, whether we liked these or not, food was, avail-
ahle for the people of that province at a price of Rs. 10 which though 2} times
higher than the price before the war, was atleast within the range of the ordinary
consumer. In these few weeks’ introduction of so-called free-trade the price
has risen to to something between Rs. 25 and Rs. 80 which 4s not within the
power-of the ordinary consumer to enable him to buy foodgrains.at all. More than
that, it is now impossible for people to buy rice at all even in those districts
which produce far more rice than they normally consume. I intentionally say

* ‘gso-ealled free-trade’, Sir, because trade is not free when it is subject to restrie-

tione and there are atleast three restrictions attaching to this kind of trade.
- One is restriction ‘caused by the exclusion from the free-trade area of some of
the largést provinces of Tndia i.c., some of the biggest surplus provinces. The
second is the restriction caused by high prices which can be manipulated at will
and the third and the most important of all, is the restriction which is caused
“by the abnormal price situation and its effect upon the ordinary trade. The
last will not need any explanation to any gentleman at the Conference who has
experience of the manner in which trade operates in ordinary mofussil areas.

The trader buys his stocks in a market where there is a surplus and then takes

them to a deficit district and sells them there at a profit. That operation is
under the <o-called free-trade laws.. Prices have however risen so high that
nowadays the ordinary small trader has not the capital to invest in the stocks.
What the ordinary trader pays is now subject to so much risk, as owing to the
high prices he can never be certain of selling what he has in the deficit areas,
as the ordinary consumer cannot pay. so much for it. He may therefore

A few weeks ago the situation in Bihar
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according to the ordinary trade practice, have his stocks left on his hands.
A ’\Teed!ess to say he is therefore forced to resort to a very simple alternative, and
that is to sell at his elbow at a profit and do nothing more. That is of courss,
in the various towns and the result is that in deficit districts which had .been
ordinarily consuming sufficient rice, people have to feed themselves on other
thmgs. and mdhy of the surplus districts that had large quantities of rice in nor-
mal times have now no rice in the markets whatsoever. That, Sir, is modified
free-trade. , . !

As regards the basic procurement scheme. it has been suggested that the
scheme is not dead and can still work. If basic procurement merely - means
that surplus quantities of foodgrains of the areas in which they are produced
will be sent to the deficit areas in which they are deficit, then the scheme is an
ideal one to which I am sure, everybody here agrees. But the question is how
to put it into practice. The method by which it was attempted to put into
practice was not correct. A certain amount was fixed as the surplus that
must be given and the resources of the provinces were stretched so that more
may be forthcoming. T : . :

Another thing neceswary to make the scheme work is tHat we should be
assured’ that foodgrains from a surplus area to a deficit "aréa actually go info
consumption: Although we were assured of this it was stated at the Bastern
Regional Council that there was no machinery for ensuring thiv. Obviously Sir,

L]

without such a machinery, the mere sending of surplus grains from one place .
to another may merely add to the amount of stocks available for speculation by~

the manipulator of the market. It appears to have been assumed thab if more
stocks are put on the market and prices are forced up mere will be brought out
by the attraction of the high prices. That Sir, is a fallacy. It is no more true
of the Stock Exchange than of Shares. The ordinary manipulator sells out on
- a falling market and the more prices are forced up the more he holds his stock
in order to get larger profits. That is what has happened. Hitherto all the
schemes that have been put forward have played.direct into the hand of the
speculator. ,T consider Sir, that it is necessary that there should be complete
reversal of our policy and that we should throw down a direct challenge to the
speculator.
market stocks will corfie out. .'Ordinarily that would be a difficult operation but
we have on our side the coming of the harvest in a few months. We have
alleviations with the coming of the maize crop and also the eoming of the kharif
crop not too far ahead. I have given to you in a memorandum, my suggestions

- as to the method by which T believe we could still bring down prices and force

those large stocks being held by the manipulators in markets into conswmption.

Once we cin do so we are saved. If we cannot, T shudder to think of what

will happen to our own province and any others who are drawn into the same

,difficulties. Our situation a few weeks ago, as-1 said, was difficult, now it is
* extremely dangerous. . . L o
8ir Qeoffrey Burton (Central Provinces): Sir, T feel it rather & handicap in

. joining in the general discussion because T do not kndw exactly what vou want

from me: Bihar has given-a vivid pieture of the effect of the intreduction of

" free trading conditions in that province and I think_it exactly confirms the

apprehensions that we ourselves formed when we' first heard of the proposal

to introduce_the policy into our own Province, and on which we gave our views

" to the Government of India. If T may do so, I would like tg suggest That

. “

In order to do so we must bring down prices so that on a falling:

[ 4

it would have been of help. to us, if we had before us a memorandum of the

" various arguments that have arisen in the representations which T am sure the
Government 6f India_must have received from the varioug Provinces. At this
stage before we discuss the maftter-in the Congmittee at all, it seems like pre-

™, judging the issue. My own Gpvernment has formed the view that the scheme

of free frade is prejudicial to the objects which the Governinent of Tndia have in
view.. 1-think one or two speakers have traversed the reasong the Government
of India have for:introducing the change. One objection we. felt was to The
- - very abruvt way th which it was produced. But leaving that on one side. our

. view is. that it would bring into -confusion the whole of our present procurement

. trade’ after two weeks, the prices might be much bigher.
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effort. One reason I think why the procurement plan has failed is, I suggesh,
that it ‘has-had only a very short life, and was only working from aboutgthe end
of April. In the C. P. for one reason or another we: were pressed from the

- beginning of January to meet urgent calls of various provinces cne after the

other. So that we had to begin with such an organisation as we had and we
have had to continue nnd gradually expand it. In fact expansion has gone
‘steadily on and we had actually, as far as my figures go, exported as much as
85,000 tons in the four or five months that we were actually working. This -
may seem to be a very small figure but it is not a small figure for a small
province. Most of this deals with rice. You may say it was not the figure
that you wanted. It wus uot the figure we hoped we would get. But I think
everybody has fully grasped the difficulties that had to be met at this time in
getting supplies out. The cultivator after all is the master of his own stuff, and
I think I am right in saying what I have repeated here before, that the bulk of
the stufi has been With the cultivator and not the dealer, and the cultivator
has had no doubt good reasons for not parting with it. We suyggested .one
method of getting grain out of the cultivator. We suggested requiitioning and
we gather one or two provinces have been requisitioning for their own require-
mentseand for the needs of their own Districts. We proposed to use it not only
for that purpose but frankly to increase our exports also, but unfortunately
requisitioning was discountenanced if not actually frowned on. We naturally
did not like the idea of requisitioning from=cultivators but if you want the stuff,
‘that is the only way you could get stocks. We did not gop approval to our
proposal, until just before the change of policy was announced. « Then, of course,
the announcement of free trading having been made public, it was difficult 1o
enforce requisitioning till it was known what was going to happen. It would
have been unfair to requisition with present prices, when if you introduce free-
That is one of our
diffictilties. We do not feel we have to &pologise and appear in sackcloth and
ashes. In the matter of millets, I regret we have found it impossible so far .
to get even small quantities. The cultivator has failed to part with the stuff
ahd without a considerable measure of requisitioning we do not think it would

. ‘be possible to get anything on to the market. The season is too late now to do

much. We therefore would prefer to see the existing system of control main-
itained, and if we are not to embark on a sea of difficulties we should refrain
from adopting a policy of free-trade over a vast country like this. Our System
of control has been to try to bring into our hands all the supplies that were offered
by the cultivator, so us to ecanalise their "distribution.to deficit consuming
Districte and_at the sape time to meet the requirements of the Government
‘of India scheme. Then on the distribution side, we seeured fairness to the
consumer by Means of sale at cost pricé.shops, or by means of traders selling -
under control. The policy is one of control from the- cultivator right tip to the
customer. I have been rather sorry to hear the criticisms of one or two speakess
that perhaps the C. P. did not realise the difficultiés of others with worse
difficulties than their own. I can say that my Government does realise their
difficulties fully, but T am not certain that the publiceof the Province do. realise

“it to the same extent and perhaps not even the cultivator. /1 suggest that per-

haps. the deficit areas could send suitable deputations to the.efurplqs areas who
might describe to the fellows in the surplus areas the conditions in their own

'areas, and give a graphic. picture of the conditions and suffering which have to be

met. That would have a good deal of efféct on the public and the cultivator, to
enable them to see what the -conditions are in producing areas. I understand
“that in the case of one of the States to which we have been sending substantial
quantities of ‘exports, their representative actually expressed the view to our
local agents that we had gone positively far in getting what grain was available,
and that not much more was 16®% in that area. We were glad to have this testi-
money to our earnestness in the matter. But T would like RS emphasise that
if you think the needs of the deficit areas are not fully appreciated by the public,

o the fault certainly does not lie with the Government. The view was actually -
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expressed at the I'vovincial Supply Committee over which 1 had to preside i
the form that "Charity begins at home’, and- at that time it was almost thrown
out as an indictment against us, that we had during exported 12,000 tons of vice
to Ceylon. T had to point out that Ceylon, though not in India, had played =
great part in the defence of the country., That was the comment made by «
very highly placed public man. ' T

_In regard to the arguments against free trade, they have been fuliy dealt
with by.ot'her speakers.  The first result which we expect would be that prices
would rise all round, ii free-trade is introduced. Indeed, there muy be scope-
i.or rise in prices in provinces, but what we upprehend is that it would not be
followed by anything like = proportionate increase in the supply of grai{) offered
by cultivators.. The reasons for that have been dealt with a good muny times.
A.nother main criticism is that there should be parity of rice between one pro-
vince and another. One criticism which has been expressed. by the people of
my own province is about the occasion which has been chosen for the change
in policy, and why the Government of India should ubrogate control on the
foodgrains, which are the most important necessities of life, at the very ‘time
which most people thought was rather too late, they have undertaken theweontrol
of cloth and your inflation has been fully dealt with by other sprakers. We
would like to know what Government is to do when there is a change in policy
and they have to face increases in dearness allowances. Those allowances only
go to a few thousand Govérnment servants, but what will happen to other
employees and svorkers who have not *Government to look after them? The
answer in the United Provinces has béen to give a subsidy. Can you possibly
cubsidize all the markets in the countryside? Tt seems to me to be quite im-
poseible.  Another difficulty in the way of real free-trade is in getting supplies
moved from place to plare. The difficulty of transport is there these days.

Surely tc get free-trade working smoothly in the present time is absolutely

impossible. For free-tradc to function there should be no control over transport
the condition of free transport constitutes the Dbiggest requirement for any
possible approach to real free-trade. The result. would be, I take it, that you
will get something very like the conditions in 1919. In that year, if T remember
aright. we had great shortages of foodstuffs owing to scarcity in various pro-
vinces of India and the supplies were arranged for these only through railway
prigrities. Of course, at that time we had the supplies of Burma and Malava
available for us, and there wWere plenty of supplies. There was sufficient trans.
port also. It was simply a matter of control of transport facilities. Dut at the
_ present time when the Railways have more than they can do, jt will he very
difficult to work free-trade.

The - Hon'ble Mr. Hirendra Nath Chukravarty (Minister, Assam): Most of
'the.prev.lous,speakers_ have spoken or various matters which concern us. The
main thing I want to speak here is about the free-trade policy of the Govern-
ment. Sir, the Government of Assam accepted the basie scheme policy, though
thg‘y only contested the surplus figure given by the Government of India. Under
thig basic scheme our Government appointed suitable purchasing agencies and
we were doing “reasonably well' with our basic system, and we extended :11‘1/d
improved the activities of those agencies and chalked out a suitable programme
of work. But with the introduction of the free-trade all our effort hag bheen
frustrated. T.ots of speculators from the neighbouring Provinces pouréd into
our pro'v.ince, advanced large amounts of money and there wuag cut-throat
competition everywhere. l.arge quantities of foodgrains were taken out from
the province. T am afraid, Sir, this does not give real benefit to the people
in the deficit areas who really need the surplus. Therc wag perhaps no
sy:t;}glatii an;cangemfenf by which the people %f;] the reall : P
get the advantage of this surplus, whatever it ¥hight be. it wi
seen, Sir, that gs*soon as t-he'lrestrictién was with(frawn thgl;r?::: rgf' fl(f;)gl liﬁ}ﬁg
went abnormally high. TFor instance, in Surma Va]l'ey of m provincgr thé
p{)zcetalg present is Rs. 82 - per mapnd wheveas the pr}ce in Cb;lcutta i near
about Rs. A27 per maund. Tt 15 really 1/nterestmg t'o know, Sir, that a surphus

¢
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province is having a higher price than the deﬁcit. provi‘nce. That goes to‘ sl.mfv
clearly that this policy of free-trade is an entire failure. Assam 18 {;ilkm}\y
of opinion that if she has got any surplus that should go to the neig }lvour}llngé
provinces where they do require it. But we -at the samne fune do not like tha
those surpluses should go to unscrupulous speculators and be lock'ed 11}13 1111 so%;xe
corner which could not be traced out either h,\'.(;‘rovernment 034 by anyhoc yl w ;Z
needs that grain so urgently., Tf Assan’s help is needed, I think, Assai sxr_?u.tl
be given the power to collee! and dlstrl‘l)ute their foodgraing to different palbs
of the provinee which nced them in such & way so that the real needs fnm j;
“satisfied. Therefore, Sir, with all the cmphasxs.t»hat I can cpmmand, 1 1eque>‘
you, to revise this scheme of free-trade and give us the power vf:o h:}]\"e vanlly
control over purchasing and distributing. Unless that power is given whatéver
might be done, 1 do not think it will be of any help.

Mr., J. H. Thompson (N. W. F. Province): I understand that thés Con-
ference is being held because the Basie Plan has broken down. In N. W. F P.
it hag not broken down. We do not know all the details of. it, but we know

. that w» have worked it -loyally and we have succeeded. For mstance, we have
“to feed tribal zones which are all deficit. We asked for whcat :m‘d' that was
supplied to us. We asked for rice and_that has been given to us. Fhel. p?ace‘q
are going up. I do not know if it is due to free-trade.  Somctine bfxc{ t}(,ﬂz
was a strong rumour in the Punjub that_free-trade was going to be esta lishe
and the speculators had’ sturted buying. We\had to’strongly deny it and we
hold the dealers that free-trade had not been established. Our view is that
for the present there should be'no change. Dealers sh(}_uld be asked not to
keep more than 20 maunds without a special pernit. I.‘mn netion should be
taken against those who do not obey the order. The other is thve tuestion of ways
and means position. There is also the question of inflation. We will increase the _
amount, of taxation to take away the amount of profits. Both these two things
are items in one whole policy and it is difficult to control tHe price of foodgrains
unless we can reduce the purchasing power of the cultivator and the conlsume‘r
to pay high prices. To'the Food Department I }ia.ve_been wntlflg %on,]g et‘tels
and -sending telegrams about these .questions. .I‘,requently they are late a.n
we bave sent telegrams to them to whleh‘rephes have beep rece_lved after a
pretty long time. It may be that one officer may be dealing with so_many
thinés. In these days officers have to perform multltin-xous duties. That in-
creases their difficulty. T mysell am an officer of the Govermment and 1 know
how difficult it is to he prompt. . L

The Hon'ble Sir Azizub Hyque: We have had “enough about t.he advantages
and disadvantages of free-trade and control. 1 hope the membeis 'wouldv now
confine themselves only to the imme}jhate que;txon as to how to tide over the

situati he next two or three montns. »
foo%\l:?h;i;;?;ln f?girf}l): Majy I understand from tl.lis that there is to be no dis-
cussicn on the merits of free-trade. ' .

The Chairman: The consensus of opinion here is definitely "against free-
trad>. Anybody who wants to say anything in favour of free-trade, [ \\'Ol}ld

. certainly allow. I do not want any reasons against it. 5

‘Mr. Bolton (Sind): My instructions when T left Sind were Prxef, as we
did%gt quite krfow xg'hut was to be discussed.  We had no definite proposale
before us especially affecting Smd. My instructions cal‘l' be sum}ned up i four
words ‘‘No change in Sind”". 1 would like to say, Sir, that‘v it seems to us
most impracticable to the oxtent of being fantagtlc to suggest a ])OI'IC"V for a
few months. A policy can be decided perhaps in @ few days, but it cannot.
. be put into effect except after the lapse of a very considerable time. We had
in 1942. We attempted to implement that. policy and after six

one policy 1 . !
months s{’xcceeded pretty well in doing so. 1t was - suddenly changed, but

fortugately we were allowed to continue With‘ Ollrt.POHC.V- Thfl‘_t policy, 'nam;]y
_ rocurement plan; has been in operation as a policy on paper lor.:
the central p i rked for a good deal less than that. So far

i e onths, and it has wo L ¢ : :
zzrsv]fg g‘ﬁ sgle it has not failed. We have had teething pains; we still have not
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got all our teeth; we hope to get them soon. Our ditticulty is that as soon as:
we get enough teeth to bite on the problem, the Central Government draws.
them out (laughter). That is what hus been the effect of this proposal for free-
trade not in Sind or in the North-west region, but in other parts of India on
the Central Procurement Plan. So far as wheat is concerned and to a slightly

lesser extent gram—the two Rabi crops—our system has worked well.in the

first 45 days from 15th April to ¢he end of May. We were buying wheat at
the rate of two thousand tons u day and had procured more than half the
sa’rplus asked for and we expected in the next two months ‘of the season to
complete it. Unfortunately the news of this free-trade leaked out in a zarbled
forma long before the letter was even dated in the Government of Indian aud
immediately difficulties were encountered. In the month of June we had
nothing but disappointment. We have not been able to purchase even 1/4th
of the quantity per day that we were doing before. Even before we had this
information from the Government of India we had emissarieg fromn Bengal who
flew from Calcutta to Karachi on ‘priority’ certificates to buy up what rice
they could in Sind, before we knew anything about it and then take advantage
of iree-trade and sell it at six or seven times the price. I do not know what
the Transport Department would think of sending foodstuffs all the way fromr

Karachi to Caleutta but those gentlemen hope to be able to do so. T must -

say, Sir, that it is our view that Government must continue to acquire the
paximum quantity of foodgrains, and I take leave to differ from one speaker
who said that although Government might be able to buy foodgrains, it could

. not transport them as easily as the private merchant. Our experience is not '

the same. We have found and received the utmost co-operation from the
Railway Department and I"am sure that more grain was moved oh Government
account than could have moved on private account and for transport reasons as
well as supply reasons, we are convinced that Government must retain comtrol.

I would like, Sir, to make an enquiry as to what is expected of the Sub-
Committee for the Region No. I. At no time, I understand, bas it been pro-
posed that in this Region there should be any change in present policy.
Consequently I am not quite sure what we are expected to discuss in that
Sub-Committee. ,

“The Chairpman: Things like, whether it is possible to improve the procure-
ruent policy, or the procurement ~agency, or the , method of the trapsport
organisation, or*any other question in the’ procurgment. of supply not necessarily
within the area of Sind. - v S

. Mr. Bolton: That is not policy but the methods of implementing this policy.
Sir, without undue offence we feel that we could do much better with less inter-
ference. I mean to say external actions should not disturb the nternal stability

- and confidefice in the Province. .

. The Ghairman: 1 shall be grateful if you will let me know in writing of the
interference that has come to you from the Centre. Will the member for
Ajmer-Merwara now express hig views? ' . 2

Mr. Khurshid (Ajmer-Merwara): The Centrally-administered area of Ajmer-

‘Merwara is a very small area and it i8 not only small but it is hopelessly deficit |

in respect of almost all foodgrains and not only is it deficit in all foodgrains,
but as a consequence thereof, it is economically 'Rery backward  and poor.
We feel, Sir, that if the policy of free-trade is introduced all the essential food-
grains will give a wide berth to Ajmer-Merwara for the simple reason that it
will be impossible for Ajmer-Merwara to compete in the open market, and the
* profiteer will take hig stuff to an area where he can obtain higher prices. So
far as Ajmer-Merwara is concerned, we are definitely of the opinion that free-
trade will 'ble detrimental to our ir/xberests ‘and we are against it. E .
M#. Chengappa (Coorg): Cooig is fortunately not deficit in rice and though

~ Coory has loyally carried out the procurement scheme, T am very sorry indeed.

" to.bring to the notice of the ‘Conference that our requiremients, small though®

~.they may bé in the matter of othey necessities of life, have not receiveq that
. attention which our loyal eo-operation demanded. T particularly refer to Ragi

t ind ‘Grath.- Ragi is indeed the ‘food of o* section of the labour working not -
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“only in the paddy fields, but also in fhe plantatiou;: and gram is very badly

needed to feed the cattle which are used not only for wet cultivation but also for
drought purposes.. Of ragi and gram we want about 1,000 tons and .500 tons
each. We were relying on Mysore for these necessities, but Mysore now says
“‘we are deficit in rice, please give us rice and then we would try to give you.
something”’. They also told us that as they are also deficit they have to give
some of the ragi and gram in exchange for some of the products they want.
So far we are placed in an unenviable position. Our only salvation will now
lie in using a portion of the paddy that we have retained for internal consump-
tion. I do not want to refer to the introduction of free trade, Sir, as the:
Chairman has observed that balance of opinion is undoubtedly against it and’
further comments on free trading conditions are not necessary.

T should like to say a-few words, Sir, on the Grow More Food Campaign.
So farws Coorg is eoncerned I-do-not think sufficient life has been enthused -
intcfttat campaign. Coorg has plenty of fertile land which can easily be-
brought under wet cultivation as well as dry land also, but the difficulties are-
these, Sir. First and foremost is the labour condition of the population. Out
of 4 to 5 thousand population of military age, 2,000 volingmen have joined.
That means.2,000 less mén to work in the paddy fields and again as our labour
is included in the Malabar T.abour Battalions our labour supply is very mueh

. reduced. Apart from these considerations, Sir, the cost of bringing under-
_cultivation new land has gone up considerably. So if the Government of India:

would adopt a much more liberal policy so far as Coorg is concerned, namely
planting bonuses coupled with sending large labour armies to Coorg, if that is-
done, T say now Coorg can easily give -vou another surplus of 10,000 tons of’
paddy in a year or two. ' : ’

-

W it is done, T say, (oorg cpn éasily give you the surplus of a year or two—
a much bigger surplus. But again, Sir, when Coorg is asked to perform.its
to see that our requirements are met and unless there is enthusiasm nothing
can be worked. successfGlly. - .

“Phe Hon’ble Sir Jogendra Singh (Member in charge. of Education Health
and Lands Department): I am very thankful for the wholehearted co-
operation in the ‘Grow More Food campaign, of my colleague, the Hon.
Member for Food. We are also considering and are’ ready-to consider any
scheme from prowinces for increasing production and bringing new areas under
cultivation. I wish to place before the-Conference a few governing factors
for.its consideration. Firstly, I bring to your notice that our producers are
subsistence farmer@ mostly ~ oultivating uneconomic - holdings. It' was Mr.
Mudie (U.P.) who "pointed out that sn increase of one sbhatak per head per-
day in the population of the United Provinces led to the disappearance of ome- -

© part of the contract, T do hope the Government of Tndia .will find their way

_ldc tons of grain. I want to emphasize this point. We should not do any-

thing which is likely to retard production or remove from the market ary
surplus that is likely to be available. Secondly, we must consider whether-
the Provinces and States can meet their needs .with greater assurance by
treating India as a single economic unit. This also is a very important factor
which deserves consideration of the members who have assembled here to-day.
This will be helpful in meeting the difficult conditions with which we are
faced. Thirdly, whether creation of reserves by Provinces and dlStt‘lCtS. does-
not promote hoarding and display distrust on the part -of surplus provinces.
Fourthly, may.I humbly point out that price plays an important part in
production and all other considerations must be s;ubordinated_ ‘r;o the paramount’
need of providing food for all the people of Tndia and raising the standard’
of living of our vast agricultural populatjon. Flft-hl,V\' whatever policy : i8
adopted as regards procurement, it must be such as will not discourage pro--
duction of food crops next vear and the year fpllowmg, )

Mr. W. V. Griegson (Revenue’ Member, Hyderabad): The - President has
askesl us to sayv no more about, reasons for disliking free-trade, but on this

- T"must just say one thing, and that is that .everybedy in Hyderabad. peoplg:

N
.
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and - Govt. alike, are absolutely opposed to free-trade. The second pointr‘

which T w ik ion i it w

wheh St:ltl(l:l htl:)e ut(?t 1;;(:;;;1](;1’1{13 that ‘1}3 \\()‘lfl(:l ',m)‘tlble_ everybody particularly
n , geL_Iniormation more quickly -if delay in transmission of
(,_ouespondencc from Delhi to States were eliminated. My, Phoifinss .
tro.HQd this but he will pardon me if T remind him as an ()tfiv.,.m]fnpi\m]' i
British Service, that in the case of the States fh’ere' Js :motiligr (ia t' i? vl‘)dl';n
(;rossed, nawmely the transmission of Jetters from the Food Deptt tgutlﬂ tS")' t:
‘Govt. through the Political Deptt. first and then through the l{'els?d;;:?
Actually, we received the fivst official information of this free-trade questig;
on the 20th June and if T may go back again to the Central Food Procure.
n‘lent scheme, there were unfortunate delays in the passing on to us frv()m‘ the
Centre of what we were required to do to implement the 9(.-hemé Thirdl
we do consider that the present Central Food Procurement Scheme can bz

and should be made to work, but has not yet had a fair trial, while the

:n'ithmeti(- of the target figures is wrong.  We in a veasoned reply challenged or
rviuscd) to aceept the Food Deptt.'s fiures.  Owr lotter wis Amspatched r;1 the
12th r)i. May.  We have not vet had any reply 1o that letter, Moreover ﬂ;é
latest fortnightly veport of the Deptt. of Tood showing the prodres% of the
scheme up to 15th June continues to show as onr quotn.nm]ur_theos(-hcme the

impossible target figures of millets (2,530,000 tons) rejeeted in our letter of

]',.Zth May.  Moreover Hyderabad is there shown as having since the beginnin
ol ])e('embm' last delivered under the seheme only 16,?)0(). ﬁms :mai;st itg
quote of 60.000 tons.  This shows  a clear time hx-g befween dr'f;pa?ches 6f
arain and receipt” of statistics, for actually Hyderabad dusp:lt(*héd» a total of
62,000 tons of wmillets in the first 9 months of the veur FFasli 1852 }l)eﬁiiminﬂ
‘October 6th, 1942) in confrast with our previou.;s record  (laken from ou:'
accurate customs figures) net export for a full vear of 58,230 tons. T would
also like to mention that we have thus in the first 7 months  of the vear
-exported nearly 52,000 tons of pulses other than gram  against ou x:rc'{?ious’
seven vears' average of 42,000 tons. So the fact remains that we have ’made
some effort to get on with our task and continue to do so, hut we have
Agamst us a strong and not too instructed public opinion. which in this matter
emphasizes Hyderabad's cconomic independence and is disfrustfui of all grain
- exports at the present time. This emphasizes necessity of pubbeity to which
Sir Geoffrey Burton has drawn attention. The Central Government would do
a real service and greatly facilitate our task by giving full pﬁlﬂiei’oy in States
or” aveas where there is agitation against exports, to the deplorabloe condition
in the deficit arcas, so as to stimulate humanitarian feelines, For T'cnnflqmn'v
you, Sir, that in the many meetings T have attended i?l Hyderabad \;*ilerel'
“Government has tried to tuke the public into its confidence over this (vmnstion
the attempt has heen made to put the Government  of Hvderabad in the
‘(;‘Of’,k for, h'a.ving _;}grocd to exports of any kind.  The last point that His
15,2;:“;9 cﬁi%}gg,eis;;,i}()t.yli.l]'];eléi (].(’S‘i'l‘es‘~l'18. to emphasize g the effec of the
it et p(p' currency among the musses.. Much of  the
duiculty m the way of the Food scheme is due to this lack of 'ceonfidence,
(?gfffz:nlly on the part of -the _cu]th.'ators. .They have no faith in the. paper
ency, and metal rupees not being available, his traditional tendency to
hoard coin is diverted to other chanmelsy such as stocks of .food snd other
'prodl.:('e. - The Nizam’s Government feel that could coin of any kvind he
rprov1ded in adequate quantity, the effect would be a large releass of culti
‘Vators’ hoarded, stocks, and a great easing of the food sHuation, o -

\(’11:[(:611?)'60)310“8(1n (Mysore): We felt glad and grateful when this conference
s “"hel:an‘g g Our only regret was that it had not. begn zalled about a month
!!?ent of 70ue leu}‘f] about the propos_al to introduce free-trade—the abandon-
- which hqg iIIY%t?;V]lous plan—some of us felt rather surprised that a plan
contain in i 6 ‘t;) ved so many months of devoted labour and which seemed to
onr - e IS' -let 'pronuse of success, should have‘ been *hrown overboard. In
though s wll’, ¢ ‘e procurement .plan——'th‘_z basic plan—was a good plan,
b We b ashwtxated by bad arithmetic in large and importamt portion of

B Pe t’_\{lt‘thg plan could be worked and our own idea is that it should

N
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be worked. We are very grateful to the attack on free-trade so bhrilliantly
led by Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Iyer and supported by Sir Hugh Hood wnd
by so many of my other friends. I won't detain the conference bheyond
ctating that we entwrely agree. We are also very grazeful to you, Sir, for
cutting the discussion short- by that single sentence which has done more to
«lear the ground than any other sentence I have heard; and that is ‘‘that
the scheme would Le put into the pocket for the duration and until normal
conditions are restored’’. The view of the Mysore Government which view
is confirmed by.4hose of both the public and the press of Mysore is. . . . . .

Sir Azizul-Huque: 1 did not actually say so. But it looks as if that is
the general opinion here, subject to the ultimate decision qf the Grvernment
of India. As T said there is a long range planning committee and orlt_}de:l
is that the whole report will be ready in the -course of a month and 1 do
propose on that occesion to give the fullest opportunity on the basis of that
report; whatever the recommendations are, to discuss the pros and cons.

Mr. Sreenivasan Mysorg): I am sOITy, Sir, that my #reference to }‘(.)u}l;
statentent has resulted in a dilution of the strength of the assurance W?C' _
was so kindly given by ‘vou. Free-trade and deem'ltr?] are VCI:,_\‘ ntt{rat(i .nlei
looking measures but they are at present merely palliative measures. i nn;
the measure has no more value than a ternporary headache-cure. It’-". 0es n:l)
diagnose the disease and remedy it. We feel that if we agree ’f.o free trihe
without having an adequate stock which the Central Govemmgnt or | lel
Local Govermments can put on the market ab feasonable rates,- we § _ah
merely be helpless spectators of soaring prices, hogn-dmg and profitecring ~wit
consequent risk of grave unrest of very large sections of the po'puvl.a't;u.m.‘ "

Our position in Mysore is briefly this. Our stuple grains arelmht UL{ 2
ragi, which fortupately or unfortunately, is outside the" basic sc 1eme o 1'
Government of India. Of rice we are nermally, and now a little more t}ag
normally, short. Our normal shortage is about 17 per cent. 1T}tns ~Wle-utf' :
to import from our friendly neighbour, Madras to \vbOtn .I wish Of ta {le ] nls
opportunity of conveying the thanks of the Mysore Gov eru?len;: ggn: ;aw g
met our réquirements, before they and we were stopped by tlre basic plan.

We bave a small surplus of jowar which is a n}i]let included in the ?1“
ernment of India scheme. But as ragi, which is our most important 1l et-é
is excluded from the Government of India’s m]]l_et' picture, a Cert{lllll aglglur;e
of confusion exists and what really is a millet deficit resulting from the fallu

3 j ne districts of the Mysore State, as, T believe,
o e o e Madvas P tooks like a surpius, because ragi

has happened in the Madras Presidency, ] : ' S
h::' beglll) left out and only jowar has been taken into consideratiop in cal-
eficit in regard to millets. ,

culating the position of surplus or d

This overall sHortage of -foodgrains whie
fied by two neasons of which we mm norma
happy. One is our industrial development. ~We have a very ]131‘5(‘;‘ nunber
of factories in the Mysore State with a large lubour personnei :“.tta(:hgd to
them and they are almost fullv engaged on wur work, and 1t.|1s .obvlously
nesessary to keep that labour contented. = That puts an emphasis on the

problem” of procurement. Another reason, which is Juore important is our
' apparently is.in a strategic position in Scuth

eographical position. Mysore
%nd%a» pand ]?angalora and its neighboushood hu_Ve been 'rhci)csi? a's ):_hfs_t.head;
quarters of the Southern Army and as thg spring bOi}I’d of 1e1‘.v<1 n_r. ies o
that army with she result that there is & very large e_\pm‘\smn- ]w hich 1s ngxg
on of military units and of military works. Now. for .the purely Khaki side,
we know wé are not directly concerned so far as the §nppl,v of food for thgm
is concerned. But it does not ‘end theve. Th'ere\ i a .1:.11'ge and grc;wmg
civilian personnel attached to these military units and ilitary  works.# On
and repeated demards

the question of feeding them ~we are getting incessanf“ i t i
‘ v and the Political Departmcnt. We appreciate

o s Toe (s pomle ho h b tal t from their own villages
' c le who have been taken out fr he apes
e ot v Bmariore. Tt is necessary to find food for them. TIf we

and congregated in Bangalore.
o not (i) .go they will {?go hack to their villages  and we cannot let that

h is about 15 per cent. is intensi-
1 times would have reason to feel
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happen. So I wish to em ise : ‘
pen. phasise that Mysore State is in a rat sculi
i]:losstltl(gl, 1? that the shortage, though not so heavy ) olz'b ;:ri‘cl)ugatz?erthpe'cmfmr
thatax’zhzr: i:na(,)t\lrl:; nlelghbc;)u(:'éng state, is intensified by reason gf ‘tlig fagtl':
1e y large v of civil personnel ili i
and military works which has got to be feIc)l. Tlllliz rrz’;z;{:)cshi(li]e tg mlh'ttaryﬁ"ufr{lts
11115(1)any many more thousands of tons of rice and ragi than t} e woult
Ay n the people would

pla(}glgq}érgqr;cii earle)z tllle resu}_}. Profiteering wmd ;muggling activities also ta:ke
| acros order. Having a very large frontier, it 15 not :
?9;check ’ghese border activities. I entirely sm?pport the, pointr rriadeviry el‘\lIW
Iquegso.n ln.regard.to the tendency of the agriculturist to preferrtoysit ')1'
tll;i r&fl l(ir rice, which hg gan eat In an ernergency, to changing it for moﬂein
xtendgd?Ctoaszlr;%liggwcr (cﬁ wh\lyeh ‘};asl been so uncertain these davs and ’hgs'
led- t - (Mr. N. M. Iyer—Bengal: That is called hoardine.)
. lI would}also add that although hoarding is practised to a large e\'tentmi.y)'
g}l{%elggcc ;an’;s, it ;s ?Otl confined to big merchants onlv. T think it is. the
‘e of most of the members who have attended thi £ ‘
thany farngers and middle class c i way i reserve fos
any I8 L people are also putting away in r ‘
larger quantities of grain than they usually stock or :\ciuallv};leed. esffw :veft?r
(o)?es tl(?r ea l:srge population keeps double or treble of what he- normally” require‘z-
Stores as an Insurance against uncertainties, there ave : | o
which contsibutes to the general shortage.ltg’ e you have it potent ceuuse

Goming to the measures we have taken, we | :

polishing of rice. The Mysore Government .zrﬂ)earveox?lsghf u:ng'el::‘?n '?ll’t}t)hte,
it should not be polished above 25 per eent. We have a rﬂtio]niﬁ 1: ; t z':n
working in two of our important cities. Regarding the Government ogf ngﬁli(;’
suggestion to- utilize ‘trade "channels as far as pdssible for buying end distrib ;
tion, the experience of Mysore has been most un}{appy : Iy thginl; g inion s
unanimous that merchants have put their own private interests ubt;f;monbl'ls
grolzd., There may be honourable exceptions but they only prove thep;lulelac
;mfor(?;;;ﬁnggn?}ip“zlf{l irge.rch.a?tst ﬂ!;dtwi]th. (t:':tde channels has been’ rmost

ate a 2 cry 18 msistent that the er 8 3
take over both the buying and the distribution (bo‘g e;il;g(:‘nt Should themselves

Regarding ‘Grow More Food” we h i :
. , ‘have during the last si ' '
;xgdg;or::ﬁ.s,l grax;ted ovter a laklll of acres ynder %he‘ ‘Grosw i’ﬁr?%ﬁi'sﬁezgf
ich wé “grant several concessions, e.g., concessions in ]
ﬁ:ﬁssmn'ent, water supply and other concessions. Of this one ]ukhrer!:fp efutreif
cantzv?llz{v:ntl;y 50 thousand have been brought under the plough "The ;ppli,
, een more eager in some cases to b . owners of ‘ ;
loast, tomponeeiy o 1 ases to beeome owners of the land st
> y than cultivators. But we have brought 50 t
) H g1 . th() H
g:&d?f ig_;e lt_(l)]Otthous_a.nd a_cl?uiilly under cultivation. In -’ihis ccrme(;t?g:dli;\c;:s -
l’egar(.l"toyincra fertiliser is: a very important item. And our experience in
P ealslmg our production of fertilisers has been extremely unha
Preginy ; orhithe Eproduct»xon of ammonium sulphate in = Sulurpet Malt)ilr,gs '
Secreta-ryy PV‘V 00(;3 DWas put up over two vears ago and which the present
Ty . epartment very enthusjastically backed, is still pendiag.
tion t? \tn;l ab what' stage it is now. In Mysore a scheme for the duplica-
- soomy 1 }slir‘l,e erbfllg laénr;))on]:a pIIant whiehswas at a'fairly advanced stage, now
[ Yed back. "I suggest, Sir, that Somethi ;
speed up the Governme in's aid t Lonlatey to fome to
( nt of Ind sale i
}the.pr Odphction Goverment ia’s ald, to schemes ocalculated to iacrease

with ht-f: ‘“Grio 3#{4 two othe’r-pomts I would like to touich upon in connectioﬁ
problem. , One of ﬁ]e Food’ plan and the food sityation. One is the labour
becadse 50 many. of eh members'r.eferred to the difficulty of netting‘ labour
consideration WIyxe?h them have joined the army. T would like to suggest for
" utilise either the pe ., oUd not be possible’ to release or allow arcas to

g ‘ prisopers of war or some of the legs ‘immediately ;sse;}n'al

-~ ‘Portions of the

- “boraon f h am‘y lmits'- f R . .
Mgﬁﬁw svailable in the Sta:er ;’?epf:‘}g‘gfmn of large areas of land that
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. to the point made by Mr. Griegson about
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Transport is of course, the next problem

cult problem. It affects the ‘Grow More Food’ campaign and the distribu-
We are only too well aware

tion plan. About railways I need not speak. i
of the congestion of Railway traffic, It is well known that there als? exists
a shortage in bullock cart tramsport. I would therefore suggest that lorries
imported under the Lease/Lend arrangements should bg.made available to
us immediately. 1 am happy. to tell you that the wilitary authorities ab

e utilization of military

Bangalore have b#a good enough - to agree to th of )
lorries for transporting grain whenever the routes happen to coincide with

their practice routes, that is, when they are sending fransport convoys cver
gest that arrangements may

a long stretch of the country. I would also sug th -
be made to release some of the large number of military lorries that are
concentrated at various places temporarily for the transport of foodgrains from-
point to point. Before I sit down I would like to add my humble support

delays in the receipt of communi-

and it has become a very diffi-

cations from Delhi. :

The Hon'ble Sir Azizul Huque:
reference of this committee except in the most general
depend on it that the terms of reference will be sgch

po}?‘ﬁjor—Geneml Wood: Our committee will have full discussion of the points
raised by the members. For the time being, as explained our policy is how
best to tide over the next two or three months. Afterwards, we can make our
plans for the future. T hope therefore that you will confine yourself to the
immediate problem. : '
Mr, Griegson: W
ermy? o _ _
(ol. Stubbs: Tt should be of good qualify and wholesome. _ oo
Mr. Qureishy: 1 am very glad:that polishing of rice is only being done for

We have nobt yet settled the terms of
ierms. But, you can
as to cover all such

hat is the speciﬁcgtioh of the rice to be supplied to the

the army. - . , : ] o R

- Major-General Wood: All the rice suppligd to the army 18 pf)hshed.
" Mr. R. 8. Manepatil (Baroda and Gujerat States): I won't take more than
a minute. Baroda does not agree to free-trade policy. The Basic Plan must
be worked out. If control has failed the remedy does not lie in abandoning xi":,
but in adopting such methods by which its working will be improved. Sir C.
ratitude by his speech

P. Ramaswami Iyer has put us under a deep debt of gratit ]
e at this juncture. So far as

“against the adoption of a policy -of free trad 8
Biirods is doncerned I would say that there is no resson why the Bagic scheme
should fafl. Where determined efforts. are made ' we ﬁnd.’that they 'haVe sue-
ceeded. For instance, in Sind, as the Sind representative has pointed out,
they worked out the scheme and they have succeeded to a great extent. Our

experience about Sind has been very happy. We required rice and the method
ey despatched the coru-

adopted by them was so quick, so business-like that th »

modity quickly. They asked us to send them money. We sent tham a cheque
immediately. They asked us to. send our agept to ﬁhem. * We sent our man
to them. They showed him the quality of rice which, afﬁer approval, they
despatched ‘quickly to us. There is no reason why the scheme should fail. The
scheme has been successful where the district officers have taken keen interest
in their work. In places where the officer possesses & lukewarfn heart it does

not work well. . C N _
Now, T will say something about the measureg that we have taken in aid of
creased the acreage under food to 87,000

the ‘Grow More Food’. - We have in ge 87,00
acres last year. This year we have put a statuto_ry 1imit for each holding in
our Staié for fooderop and any infringement of this has begn made an offence
under the Defence bf India Rules. We have not left this work to.ordinary

army of trained officers who would go

revenue agency, but have appointed an 8rm A .
r tions of sowing food grains now that

" from vlace to place and supervise the opera
% the sowin \%e have fixed the limit which ranges 'from 40 to 80

it is the sowing season. ‘ )
‘ ations and We expect to increase the area under food-

per cent according to vari . ; .
crops to a large extent. I/am putting this to show that we are really anxious
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0 reduce our deficit in L "
;u:.cpzl'mﬁx ‘;;ll (llieh%u f}; [()Od[ gtlallns and arc honestly endeuavouring to make s
ceess or the basic an. [ feel, Sir, that the B v o 5
AR 1e Basic Ply s faile
it hus not been properly worked. ; Plun has failed because
Besides Buarod: dSo reroes - .
1 i“ti”l"t'@ L}j u(()bddtll. 'llf(,) represent GUJel‘at States. DMy instructions are that
i'estricfi‘(;n \\;hq};gu ;,]dt. if free trade is adopted there should be ubsolutely no
woime to _be '\f:a'A 0(?xul' and that the.y should he given sufficient time if there is
'f\.el.: "'rmi-(tzlm} a change. .Th“df: is one point. The sccond point is that they
wot “l' ? the supply of 4,716 tons of millets from Giwalior. They have
3t received any thing as yet. This is  their linmediate need. They wand

©sonte motze also to be given t '
& Y 0 (3 § ) SRR BN -1
g8 them. An allotment of rice will also be greatly

3111%“ g(‘-hﬁe(‘l Bylth‘e.m‘. ‘It?g-ardmg the requirements of Baroda I won’t tire you
out by giving details of figures at this stage. [ will have ample opportunitie
’(rio ;h»‘,cuss.thaF question. En the Sub-Committee where I will provepcl))ln‘ imnlxﬁ
b:;\:eri(}l)lil;l%?)ints P.‘,'ﬂglvmg fucts and figures.  One point | want to emplhasise
o Rajwadgse é‘s“” 1]‘Ut- (?ua' target 'h_gm'es‘ w‘ore '(_lmﬁtic:xll,v reduced. ‘
inasmlech as exceg; nt li:g;‘:|r(l}11$0 I:E’;S:tl? I}‘ BRI Lo hivee
. ; g ice where we are a lit ici '
,‘rl:dregurd ’ul)1 riligets where we are a little SLfrp\]\lfs,dz:e :u'l: tilt}u%igc:iqligiegx%?it
¢ 48 sue ave not uny particular ax vind: neither 4. ofici i
nor as 4 surplus one. Ot\'\’ll?gn])iglt“l":\‘:d.‘:llémedt?l B Ue_lfhe}'ras i deﬁclf? U'mt‘;
failed and that there was no likelihood o%ereqc:gfw“;f I;éocmcment Sd‘em? ﬂf;*
ed ! . 2seuing i, it enme as a surprise to
ﬁ::; Eg}l}e] plgcuremenﬁ scheme did show signs of failure, but I do not {)h’ink it
re.w;.gc; - thn eimmmmg the reasons 1 come to the conclusion that the main
hn“m;._ ?1'~ e s}ow ‘m-o'vemefxt of the procurement scheme were, in order of
g.{u‘pl]an(x}e ¢ (1) the »hugcts were correct only statistically.  These statistical
;wcgulns‘:?song‘z\;ef :tlhgez)‘;nguac‘rthubut' .of evu-pol'ating_. Thc:se did not take into
pecount o -vils hat fevelryl)(‘)dy has hentioned- in his speech, namely
¢ 2. (i) The second difficulty in regard to the progress of the procure-

ment scheme was the transport difficulty. Whatever little Bajra surplus we -

had was re.ady to move. Some portion of it is still ready to move, but wagons
. , . > . . - . .
are not available and it Kathiawar and Gujerat say that their quota has not been

f_nlﬁllgd they are perfectl:v justified.  (iii) The basic assumption of the procure-
ment scheme was equality of sacrifice. . When targets were prepared they.

were ptepared without equality of sacrifice being taken into consideration
That is o very difficult proposition because in every Unit there is a suspicioﬂ
that the same amount of sacrifice may not be fortheoming from the ')fhﬂ
party. It-results quite naturally in a little precaution. So T feel ‘L‘h-lti the
alternative to ?he procurement scheme is not free trade bhut an&her oljnélxr:
ment scheme in a modified form. What the modifications should be h{ci

‘bet-ter be discussed and will be discussed in the Sub-Committee stage.

A~ < a f 1 l W, ()ldd hke fO Oﬂel a [ew Onllnents . .‘1&
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or d» not control movement. There are no other principles involved. There -

18 no question of degree, it is a plain issue of either yes or no. - I e

been alb]e_ign understand what is meant by qualified »fr};e trade becaulsl;:v:h::cvﬁ
no such ,thm_g‘ If free trade is qualified it does not remain free, and my Gov-
ernment’s view m.regard to free trade, which has been communicated "t-o the
Food Department is that we do not favour it. But as regards prices, ‘my Gov
ernment fele that the decontrgl of prices has been a good thin,rr yIt "10-—‘ .
succeeded in combating hoarding t6 a certain extent.  All those ar I%S
labtmilfi the agriculturist coming to look upon grain as a store of value‘ a%lemfl\i;los-
ql}]?:,f i?rf*ee’o. I would not like to repeat them but they are absolutely r*ol*rect
i. :_‘1 the control of prices is to be in the direction of controlling them at a lo"l
ex.c', it is as w‘ell that thev are nof controlled at all. o ?he dec‘ trol ‘f
II:TIQ?S has_definitely been a good thing and T do not think it is advis-ﬂ());; 1(9l ¥

oiflc:\ on frhat- step. The rising prices today are corelated with the :abund-?ngg
3 ,m({mey in the market and T do not think it is a symptom V\'Ilicll‘ill(;ul;l b

readed. The present prices; although judged by War standards alre a litt;:

‘higher than they should be, are not unreasonable. Free trade will result as

every wh i
v_bor’ly who spoke before me has pointed out in an enormous amount of
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black market and hoarding. [ destinations are not to be controlled despatcehes
are useless. Our surpluses will evaporate and vobody will gain anything by it.
Tt is lucky that Government when they announced their -proposed policy of free-
wade it was not of undiluted free trade because Travancore, (ochin and
Bombay City were some of the areas which were left, out of the free trade:
policy. T therefore feel that some sort of a compromise will have to be struck
between abolition of procurement schemne and its retention. We will have o
get it modified, but some kind of plan on which all the participating Units will
work will have to be devised.

Mr. Ansorge (Bihar): These discussions are taking o very diﬁused form angd
are dealing with details many of which are only of local interest. T would
suggest, Sir, that the Conference should now confine itself to discussing
whether there should be control or not, If there is to be control, who should
exercise it and what form of ‘control will be necessary- in order to bring: stocks
out in order to move them to where they arc 1equired and in 'o maintain
reasonable prices? '

Mr. Diron (Cochin): My senior partner has already presented our ease
with his usual brilliance and vehewnence and I have not got very much to say
Lut since in Cochin we have gone further than in any other part of Indin in the-
direction of complete control of food. I may have something of interest to con-
tribute, apart from what Gir C. P. Ramaswami Iyer has said. In Cochin by
force of cireumstances, but T may say with the full support of the population,.
we have instituted a grain purchase scheme by which we purchase all the grain
nrot required by the cultivator or the farm labourer and this grain and the grain
purchased from the Government is distributed throughout the State on a
Statewlde rationing basis to all except the cultivators. We have received much

less than half our requirements by way of imports, but every person rich or
poor is guaranteed something to eat, provided he has something with which to
deficit area in India, we can say up-to

pay for it, and though we are the worst )
now that though we were once within three days of complete stoppage of ration-
_ing; not a.day has passed in which anybody in the State starved. - Despite our
very short supplies we have seen to it that all the grain available not required

by the farmer, and all the purchases from outside do go without the interven-.

_tion of the middleman who is anti-social and interested only in making money

even in food matters of the people, that all this grain goes to the people who
require it, in equal shares, and also that the farmer gets a fair price for his
grain o -that he is encouraged to grow more food crops. _I think it has been
suggested that under free trade the farmer would get higher prices. T suggest
that it is the merchant who would get the higher prices. That is the whole
gecreb of any successful solution of the food problems in India.. To eliminate
the grain speculator and- the traders. big or small, who are . adopting eallous
anti-social attitude in order to get vich quickly, never mind how many people
gtarve. In fact it is in ‘their interest to create n feeling of panic and  food
shortage, whether real or artificial. T feel that it is urgently necessary now to
settle our problems not for the next two months but for say next 14 months or
at any rate to have a regular policy laid down which is going to last for some
time and. not leave evervthing in the melting pot. T-think this question should
be settled in this Conference when l'epresentatives of all the Provinges and
States have assembled together: My view, and I think it is the view of the vast
majority of the Camference, is that the procurement scheme basie plan should
go forward and not merely that it should somehow carry on for the next two
months. ard that we should then trv some other scheme that' will come into
operation after about. four or five months. We have got this procurement
-acheme worked out with a good deal of diffienity and T am convinced if one or
two changes were made. it will work well. Those changes are just that  wa
should give up the iden ' that we must trv and use ordinary trade channels.
They simplv won't work, and we have proved it in South Tndia in deficit areas
where we have exercised Government control over purchases, distribution and’

- rationing schemes, and the result has been that despite all our difficulties, we-

N
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®Well, 8ir, T do not know whether my honourable friend fro

L d

_ of Government confrol might

+ of Bengal nearly 20 thousand tons, If free-trade hdd not com

sassurances from the Oentre that our stocks that were despatched to-
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have succeeded in keeping prices at reasofiable levels und we Hive Succesded
‘alsoin ‘seeing to ‘that theé ‘poor man is fed. So,
instead of trying at every turn to  assist merchants
traders we should get Government themselves as- far ag
sibly can, to do the purchasing and arrange for the distribution.
1 can assure you thut the masses in India will welecome it. There are certéin
interests who would not welcome it, but the masses andsthe families of the
.soldiers will weleome it—this control by Government. Before we took te
..control, complaints were pouring in in thousands, but once we took over they
.ceased. Though the people have no trust in the merchant, they still have some
-trust in Government. And then secondly I would also point out another weak-
ness in the system that there was no provision for compelling provinces to toe
the line. Onginally it was proposed that the Government of India themselves
-should intervene and do the purchasing in the Provinces. That was given up,
but there w alternative metliod by which the Central Government could
step in and e selfish-minded provinces come into a  scheme involving
-saerifice. I feel that The Government of India should take more powers and,
thirdly, steps should be taken to make each Province put its own house in

they pos-

order. -1 would suggest with due deference that the Conference has a right to -

~ask Benga‘l why it claims to be a famine avea with 95 per cent. self-sufficiency
“in 1939 with a ‘Grow More Food’ campaign and with 20,000 tons got in one
single fortnight as we heard today frem Orissa and grain arriving from other
-areas too. I think that is a question that should be asked. Has Benesl taken
steps to requisition stocks, to go round, it necessary, with C. I. D. hél;, and to
ﬁnd out whgzre these huge stocks have gone and have they attempted a ration-
ing scheme in the great industrial areas, as has been done in other parts of India
‘badly affected like Bengal? Rationing, T can assure you, is a thing that is easy
-to work and easy to organize and it ensures that everybody right down to'the
very poorest person gets something to eat. T believe that.if this was done and
if we gave up the ordinary trade channels, and if the Central Government could
compel provinces to pull their weight and to compel them whether deficit or
-surplus, to put; their own houses in order the schemse would work. With certain
arithmetical change ‘which may be necessary in Cochin and Travancore, we.
relied, on, this procurement scheme to enable s to maintain the lives of our

people and now we have been placed in the most difficult’ position imaginable *

-and but for the most rigorous Government control there, would have been large
scale starvation in the States. So I would suggest that this would be a solution
-of our difficulfies, to continue the procurement plan, eliminating the wholesale
merchant so far as possible. Either the Cochin, Travancore or Madras systems
¢ be adopted. They have worked well in  South
‘India and I do not seb any reason why they should not‘be adopted. Adminis-
“trations should take an all-India view and not a purely provincial view in tha
surplus areas. I suggest to the Conference that we should go ahead with the
procurement scheme and should trv to improve it. . o L
. The Maharaja of Parlakimedi (Premier, Orissa): Sir, in Orissa, bub of six
districts, all the districts except two, are paddy-prodcing andl. paddy is the only
crop, both a food erop and a commereial crop. Orissa should welcome freestrade
if free-trade meant prosperity to the grower. But unfortunately free-trade, as
it has now come to light, is ‘beneficial only to the hoardér and the tradesman.

i , “Bengal included
. Orissa among the obstructionists to whom he referred. I VIV%uld lgi;ke toc :ta%e

1 suggest, that -
and pgreat

before this Conference that Orissa, when the Centre demanded - from that -

Province 24 thousand tops, could within a Yortnight export for the consumption

) X If ‘ e into existence,
we from Orissa, would not have stinted fo despatch the balance. mAt :1:: :?:;e'

L'must in' fairness- o Orissa . state before the Conference, that we received
Aw\ohlq;‘bg substantially replenished by instituting a free Bow of Bengal,

-ments by 9 th'ousanﬂ tons.of paddy from the ¥ astern g:::eg'ssured of replenish-

-~ -

"Well, whether it

“requirements  to feed its population,

- are going to get ©
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is due to free trade or because of some justiﬁgble.reason, mffort}mat%}g'/_ ({nssia
could not receive the fuitiluient of that prowise frow the ~‘(Je‘nf;f\. } lllls:: i
classed as a ‘‘surplus Province . (The _@enga;L Represe).ztatwe& lem,’hotlse )(.)on-
should always remind my honourable friend from Bengul,' an ttxe‘ “t.ifel: on-
ference, that possessing by Oriss‘;»—of StIiCh al‘tlﬂesltsa tl;}gs?(,):ltb 51;0 bzléause_y  Jue
to the supply it used to receive from the ru mg. ¢ es Oriss: , boosuso those
feudatory States, for their export to Bengal or to any pa b of Lndia, bat fo..

pen hei let on the east coast line—I mean the Dbenga L“g{.)’
jln(n[zv—liil\lf‘;ht?sgs (t)}lizt'ough Orissa; and so, all that stock also was put on as Orissa’s
tock, L ‘ . o .
: 1 must explain another aceusation here. We are ac<‘:u§e‘d'ot sliigl?)%eﬁo:;je
ing. From both the producers and from the merchants we 1dtv‘e.s’ aimost e
totaequire 10 lakhs of maunds only, though our requiremen 's ddlehad o5t three
tines as much, say 80 lakhs of 'maunds. I think if free trade.

1 i i ovincial he issa would
into existence, then with the power-mvested in Provincial hands, Orissa

m rv y av ¢ to
' ive’ i est, and yet would have been able
live managed to live on until the ha art%cularly d bave b ot the

find stocks to export to other ports of India, p icula mets of She
south without any inconvenience. Though we are alive to the fact tha

M o . . - for

i i i al— ras wus the best market
igati adras is from titne immerorial—>Mad es tket for
o o iy and in respect of fine varieties

i 1v for Koraput district

»proditee, particularly fer Koraput district, \ ’
0;“ I)d.(()], f_'_KweL are today deyoid of thab facility because free jnade mﬁrc)l:’ilitf
?rmgla dii}’ferent ‘parts purric;llarlv from RBengal, have come mt[? tom 1:1( ]m\';e
and we are helpless in stopping thew buym{;v I}l[l) o(i.n' sltr(ii,ll;spt:) oc:' (;:?;;a Jase
o ' ] rery co itive price. ile depriving : 4
et e, o et free-trade i Bengal has  absolutely.

i i igations, f Tains
" Or ortine. necording to its obligatious, foodgraius,
frustrated all hope of Orissa exporting, aceording to g

articular ddy to Southern India. _ ‘ ) o
Pul‘tslfi:;}lfglg g’cixtefnerlt should not be considered as exaggerated 'in the least

i i i ot d satisf
request you to send any representative you like to Orissa, fnggzszllflg; ?llll(parts 05;
\'o%n'self of the facts 1 am going to state. There are p(laog)billt e ther
the proyince living on the tender leaffthgb g:l(awa ét;eur?c;ing o the S el
are king that their meagre food, a s
“!llears éixx;dwxiltlﬁ dli)tigicult;)f secure from broken rice {i*l?d powdered rlc‘(_e.. ; li‘zzg i:i(z)(:,l
\t\-iig my own eyes that people are in a most pitiable und1 er.nauateian (I,n -
"li h;veyscen pictures of funine-stricken Beoplg. The ot ;ele easy LI et
di“trict of Ganjam, I saw that very plgtul'e with myHow thiys \';ast; B elation
dc;)e,s not come in, until say, the end of Decembet. w O\Eave o B at Tios
of Orissa is going to be maintained I do not know. We ave dgno ol tast Les
in o\li’s I?ower We appealed to the Eastemt Stat_exl;{ t;c;l frictil(lze helr st s, but
» w far 1 is. going to wor ¢ ; we
e hovgi-ksl;;;lli‘esa ptrc))e?(eelp '%hesi people alive. It is mot;t as; lIfngil;S?)?‘
is sitting down with'legs stretched, lool.iing up to the (.}_ovte;nmi?mg fndia or
to the feavens for help. It has done its ubtmost also 1(1)1 the gWhereg A o
fdod to supplement its available stocks. In tNQrtéliizI;ictS‘rlviseahave e el
Cexee ; ws, in irrigated areas in certain ;v
except pa(ld> "grO which is known as Moong. Un.der green gramtoufr af;;e;ge al,lr?)&
_srow greelfl ghug:s lakhs to 93 lakhs. Even that increased outpg (:) w%rlessgr M‘,’
Hmreasegr nf)‘:)nsa,y car;not be assured to Orissa because fwe ar]e; elr)lgal loss. Y
%‘:\lrzr;(:he%t is pc;werless under free trade and peg{ple I:CS)H‘; D mdlividual
rqrtx: are pouring in to buy and pick away the s’gtqc ts},].e peoi;]e s
fe:alising PEASE MY t}t‘e 'va;nf;m;l;it odistrict with funds from my
' : i interior o ith | ! |
sent mzkzzynsoa%’gggsvsztfn ‘ﬂ}ebuv stocks and make them available to as 13159 an
own poeket, 80 i e may bu] .
area as possible in Orissa. . o o
€ You‘inéw, Sir, the financial power snd pote?cybofsg)ggz.;m és %erfl}; “ thz
slen.der Even for its ordinary. existerite it has to be ed.

i igation t intain Oriyas of
Government of India consider tha:h t'henl‘)li:;léﬁ)ax?%g tthoe p?:&’f:;‘;; o?%engal,
issa is 3 ( ing their o , ne p n
?mSsanlfia]il(;sihaeiemigcgoaztlﬁiegzztgctical golution than at this stage sxlllbstantlaﬂy
1 am « '
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‘uhcertainty.

10 subsidize Orissa’s funds, so that it can buy stocks in the competitive market
and assure adequate supply for its people until the harvest comes in. To
consider this important gquestion my Government very recently had called the
session of the Legislature and at that sitting the Congress members who had
wot chosen to go into the jails had attended, and at that sitting it was un-
animously agreed that so far as Orissa was concerhed, free-trade should be at
Jeast postponed until the coming harvest. I am fully aware, Sir, that con-
trolling power was the only one which Government of India possessed, and it
was made available to provinces in consideration of certain conditions. Please
do not consider that Orissa as a province, having once tasted its flavour, is
reluctant to part with it without gufficient justification. We want this power
simply to protect and come to the rescue of the poor, and the labourers who
have to eke out their livelihood in Orissa. To add to our difficulgies, in Orissa
there aré not less than two lacs of people from Burma and now the whole of
the population’is to be fed, and today Ganjam, a particular part of it, is affected
by a devasting cyclone and also parts of Ganjam which have had bumper crops
were affected by a particular disease. Well, Sir, I do not want unnecessarily

to take up the time of this Conference. But I would impress upon ‘the Con- .
- ference and on vou, Sir, particularly, that Orissa has a verv grave situation and

oceasionally for small quantities of rice in Ganjam district murders are taking
place and the District Officers find it very hard to move freely with  food-

-grains from village to village, without armed guards and actually that district

had approached the Government to supplement its normal police with extra
armed police. Dacoities have also been taking place, in the district of Ganjam
as well as in Balasore. Many people without tickets on the [B. N. Railway
come from Midnapore and carry away in bundles and head-loads many. things in
the-deficit area. In any way, Sir, let me on behalf of.the Government thank
you for havihg given me an opportunity of stating its case here, as also the
conditions that prevail in Orissa. : . .

The Honourable Sir Azizul Hyque: I do not want to enter into a controversy
and I would like to ask you something about figures. I find, in & speech which

- was reported in the ‘‘Madras Mail”’ in a speech delivered by you in Madras af
a National War Front meeting you said that out of the last crop you had 30 .

lakh maunds surplus of food. I want to know whether thgt staternent was
correct. L e T T
Mgharaja. of Parlakimedi: Sir, let me at this stage mention something for

the information of the Conference.” I say that in the first pldce the spéech was:

mig-reported and whatever surplus there was, it included stuff that Orissa was
receiving from the Eastern States. That was the position of Orissa at that time.

The Honourable Sir Azizul Huque: There were 42 lakhs maunds surplus of
rice. o \ ' .

Maharaja of Parlakimedi: 30 lakh maunds from Orissa and not 42 lakhs.

Sir C. P. Ramtiswami Iyer (Cochin):; At the risk of abusing indulgence,
may I ask your permission to say a few words. I wish to associate mysel
entirely with the remarks that have fallen from Mr. Dixon and from other
hon’ble colleagues With vegard to - wholesale merchants. I = have tried every
form of indulgence given to the wholesale trader. On every occagion our in-
dulgente was misused and abused. Some of the most prominent of them were
guilty of the most atrocious practices, and T would suggest that if the Govern-
ment of India rely upon wholesale merchants, however big, however influential,

however well-supported they may be ifi certain quarters, this scheme is bound -

to fail unless the Government of India assume control themselves and elimi-
nate the wholesale merchants and deal only with the “retail merchant in a
scheme of procurement. Another matter that I would like to point out to the
Government of India is that the long-term and short-term-plan is going o be
thie most disturbing factor in the whole of India, because if ‘this temporary

-scheme is supposed to come to an end in two or three months’ time it is just

as -‘well not to banish from our minds the hard/ships that would result from this
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8ir Joseph Bhore (Bhopal): 8ir, in the present conditiork it scems to me
that time is almost a more valuable commodity than either rice or wheat and
I, therefore, propose to be ‘@s economical of that commodity as I possibly can.
There are many points that I would like to make, but I propose, Sir, in defer-
ence to your appeal, to keep them for our discussion in the Sub-Cominitte
where these matters will have to be thrashed out. I would, however, like to
'mention one or two points and I hope that I will not be encroaching upen your
patience. In the first place, in regard to the comparative merits and demerits
of this so-called scheme of free trade, I would like to associate myself wholly
with what bas fallen from those previous speakers who have ecriticised {free
trade as a means of carrying out into practice what we desire to see established

< at the moment. There is one question that I would like to put before the Food

Department. 1 would like to know whether they are satisfied that the food re-
sources of this country are sufficient for the rieeds of the population. If they
are not sufficient, have they taken any steps—by importation or by any other
means—to supplement deficiencies?, That is a question, *Sir, that, I thjnk,
everyone would ‘like to have some assurance on. Assuming for a moment. that *
supplies are sufficient for our needs, I personally would suggest that the basic
plan of the Food Department appears to be a perfectly reasonable one; and -
it will work efficiently if certain weaknesses, certain very grave weaknesses frcm
shich it suffers, are removed= ‘Now, I agree with the Food Department when

_ it'says that one part of this plan is the -procurement of supplies, but I would .

most earnestly submit that it is almost as important, in fact I should say it
is more important, to procure these supplies at prices which are within the
.competence of the masses. It is useless saying that supplies are available at
a price which the masses cannot possibly afford to pay. I know that this
matter has engaged the attentionr of the Food Department, because originally
they suggested -that it would be possible to ensure reasonable levels of prices
through two processes. First of all, T think, they said if we find that prices
are being put up unreasonably against us, we will sit back and will refuse to
buy. But it appears to me that was a perfectly futile response, because in
the present circumstances, the hoarder can afford to wgit, but those who are
.purchasing grain in order to save the lives of the people cannot afford 1o do
that. The second method by whidh you hope to control prices was, I think,
the importation of grain from outside. Well, T do not know, Sir, whether you
have had recourse to that method, but this T know that if you have had re-
course to it you have not succeeded in making it effective. As regards prices,
it is in my view absolutely essential to impose control so that the rise in price

- level whish has resulted in this mad pursuit of wages and prices is, checked. - 1

venture most respectfully to suggest to the Government of India ‘that unléss
and until they are able to regulate the prices of certain essential basic commo-
dities like food, cloth, ete., inflation will continue to go on and pothing which
you can do will stop it. T would only like to point out %o you how this un-
restricted level of prices in the country affects those who, like ourselves, have
made a very determined effort to bring down maximum prices within our limited
areas. We fixed our prices of wheat at about Rs. 7 a maund. Across the
border they were anything up to the wholesale prices which at the moment af
Hapur is Rs. 14 per maund. At least I think that is ‘the figure which T saw

'in the papers two or three days ago. Well, Sir, what has happened? What

has happened is that it has made it completely impossible for us to catry oui

. that procurement of supplies upon which the basic plan depended. The

moment you hgve fized prices within a certain area and prices are allowed to
seek their own level outside, this process makes it 1mposs1]ole to carry out the
intention of the basic plan. There is another thing. It is almost impossible
for us in these circumstances to continue to fix theprices that we have iixed
for wheat.. When the rvot sees,. for instance, that he is asked to self wheat
at Rs. 7 a maund and across an imaginary line, perhaps 200 yards away, he
can get Rs. 12.t6 Rs. 13 a maund, what are we to expect? The only thing
that awe can expect is trouble. My gympathy, is bound in these circumgtantes,

" 4o be vwith the ryot if he would sell his stock to the middleman who sells across
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the border. I de'not want to go further intosthe matter. Time presses wnd
anything further I have to say will be said in the Committee stage.

Caygl. Dhanda (Indove): So far as our State is concerned we wish (o su)
that we are in complete agreement with the views expressed by Sir Josepin
Bhore that frec-trnde as has been suggested is unfavourable.  Owy problems
are ddenticad with those of Bhopal.  We feel that unti] two essential things

are done no relief can be huomediately cousidered possible.  The first thing o

which we attach importance, and which we have mentioned to our Regionnl
FFood Commissioner, is that the maxium price payable to the cultivator, at
least in the future, must be regulated by the Government of Indin and anless

this is done it is impossible for us to expeet any apprecinble improvement in

the position. This year onr Rtate, owing to clrcumstances prevailing all round,
tive had to decontrol prices in the sume rauney in which this is supposed to
hive been done in most parts of the country.  The result is that we have had
to pay double the prices that we paid last year. For this purpose and for

keepiug the poor alive we have had to colleer, vot by taxation but on v volun-

tary basis, large sums of money to provide reasonably cheap grain to the very
poor.  Indore State happens to be a deficit one but there wre certain quanti-
ties with the cultivators according to information given to us from rveliable

sources,  We, however, helieve that it is tmpossible to expeet these quantities.

to come into the markel so Tong as the uneertainty continues to prevail i vesard
to the future trends of prices or the price policy.

.

The second point on which T would lay emphusis is that we do not suggesi
that the trade should be completely ousted from shavihgr vrensonably in the
grain business. We bhave for a vear und & half been pursuing the policy of
buying through the merchants. No merchang in the Indore State is allowed
to keep custody of the slocks with himn on an uneontrolled basis. 1t is ag «
result of that that we have so fur exizted and ave in a position*to exist for o
little time longer until the Government of Indin send the stock to us under
the precurement plan.  Owr experience with the wholesale merchants is that
in spite of theiy agreethent with us no one of them hag cone forward actually
to help us and the popular helief is that wheu they make more profits in other
divections there is no point and no need for investing in the usual business.
This belief, that some Govermments and some - States, under their policy of
control, are driving the tradé out is a most selfish and .untrue plea. The
_Government of Tndia hove provided an adequate margin of profit. T would like
to know from the Government of Tndia whether there are any wholedale mer-
chamts who are working as wholesale werchants on that basis exeent these who
are making verv large purchases on hehalf of the Government of Tndia in vety
large surplus Provinces. The effect of an uncontrolled custody of graing in the
hands of the wholesale merchants is merely raising of prices. We have found
it necessary to control the flow of grain. About a year ago we rationed sup-
_plies to the city of Indore which has u large population, and the dav aftsr
“rationing was introdueed we found that we were iv a verv much better position
and the condition that prevailed until that time is still the -feature in many
parts  of the countrv. We find, Sir, that unless the future price policy is ab
once cleared up bv the Government of India without waiting for anv future
long term policy, it is impossible to expeet any improvement eveh within the
‘next two or three months. Druring the raing very little can be done. But even
from the end of the rains nothing would be possible unless the (Government
of India are in a position to arrive at a policy which will make it impossible
for the cultivator and {he trade to. keep back anything in the hope of getting
anything bevond what mayv be specified by the Government of Tndia. The sur-
- plus vainces_may be satisfied by giving a promise which iz considered to be
fair. Tt mav be possille for the Government f Tndia to subsidise the cultivagor
_ 1pd1rect,1y.“_ Unless the Government of India clear up this point. even in plaees
hke'Centm[ India wl)ioh are supposed to bhe surplus it jg going to be distugbing:
. by anvwhere elge. . oot

‘
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Sir F. Anderson (Bahawalpur): I shall coufine my remaks to one or two
¢elevant points. The target tigure fixed for the Bahawalpur State is 1,00,000
tons or very nearly double the actual exports during the three years ending
Mareh 1942. We have agreed to purchase from the Government of Tndia
60 thousand {ous. Up to date we have received orders for 47 thousand tons

of wheat. Purchases were going on very well but now they ave at stand-

still. We have received orders. As always the stuff has been purchased.
But we cannot export it at the present time. Our own mgr'chunts and pro-
ducers are extremely anxious to dispose of their stock at fair market rates.
But owing to lack of wagons we are unable to do so. In my mind \v;_xrg‘ong
and still more wagons is what we want. We can devise many means Whm?}??
wxports ealr be increased between now and October. "‘I‘h.e second pqm,t T wish
to mention is that our purchases should be :dccepted at inereased prices.

The Hon'ble Sir Azizul Hugque: Mr. Méhta will now speal on behalf of the
Rajputana States. o

Dr. Mehta (Rajputana- States): 1 shall .n}ake fnlly a- few gcnel:ul ohscs'\::;;_
tions. In the first place we have 238 administrations and 1 speak on be a
of all of them. The general policy has been two-in}d: masinium of co-opera-
tion with the Government of India and 1.ninimum of botheration to t]'rem,‘:u;i],
secondly to practise self-help to the maximum extent. Amongst‘om's.elves tl s(;
we have been helping cach other and when we come tn‘ tlxb:h(m.veuu‘lgenth‘ot
India it is only bceause we are unable to help om’sel\',u.s. The Jmpmls hat
we normally need in wheat ave in the )1("1;;'111)01}1'\\00(1 of a 100 thpumnctt()}xz
T must complain here that the figures on which our local l'cqmremey? ‘@ (‘}.1‘,
- caleulated by the Food Department must have been on a very wrong »1;?
Probebly that will be a very abnormal year that was taken as thet basis. The
figure of 45 thousand tons which they arrived at is rather incorrect.

In the matter of millets some of our States are and will need help from.

t the help has heen promised and will probably

outside. 1 agn glad to say tha but I hope the

be forthcoming. In the past promises did not materialise,

_future will be a little more cheerful. " T shall not talk about rice. We are not

a rice-producing area, but sinee the -situation in ()tl}eluparts of the 00}.111}1’3:/} .1;}
very acute we shall try to do without :1.:s'k1ng for rice. But T’HIUStS‘SJ"f ms,
peodple in Rajputana ave now suffering fov want of rice supplies. (: ;)0 Cl(t;n?‘
procurement goes, however, we should like the present m-r:m;,rer_;}e?lt‘b‘ conth
nue. Some of the States are buying through the ngeney of syn 1ca e'bor{)t ?fve
reliable merchants. If we attempted somet‘llnng more drastic \\.etm(;‘,\_5 1 ill.d,
a serious _situation.  I- shall not discuss the” much- debated. fll)ee \ :a. ) f:QOF w(,)yd.
T shall ‘simply eonfine myself to this one remark tl}at (tur‘ nef(, o1 ‘8 | Otta,
Supplies has already had applications from oue or two melc}.ufnt.s ugm1 ‘a fc:lu
who heard the rumour about this Order and_th(.xy‘wouk} like us to eF‘ lem
purchase food-grains in Rajputana.  With this ]l]f()l‘l‘rlﬂtl()u E]“ oul Ip'oslaessmlf
vou can understand how much we we]g)me Sir C. P. Ramzjls\; anl]x' y'el 12 S{;g.
westion on that subject. The price factor 1s very yoportant. T wou eg
vou to consider this. : . :
wnplié e and when we got wheat at the rate of Rs. 18 a maund,
wsxglt)lfllt%ef;i?éesu;? l?r?q‘)zi(tled suppliesothe locn} prices rise an.d {c?n&tl 'hgst bee‘n :;
very serious proposition. One of our ]m‘ger States——t-T%dh{)mt—h- s 11.'19 ! o} %%anw
subsidies in order to-distribute the supp!les o_f foodstu sbto~ ‘e' poo 1 S?}f 1(;1115
of the population. But with this rise n eprices 1 df)u'b‘etl) rr?ucfl \; et ?r
Todhpur State with all its resources—and Jodhpur is 2 ?u one of the two
richest States of Rajputana—will be able to spen.d on supplies as l]l\}ch as they
hiave done in the past. Some of our States which border the Province of the{
7. P. have the same difficulty—e.g., Bhﬂl‘:‘lfp.uh o .
‘We shall not be able to stand the stramn g fut.m'e nr}less fthe‘nse in prices
1s controlled. So far we havel had to undergo serious difficulty in some parts
o CR utana. We have somehow managed to keep our -head above water.
A%i -cﬁiﬁ::aaﬁéﬁ with this I might say for the information ‘of Sir Chhotu .fom s
Government that in some of the wheat which was supplied at this high price—
we have gob samples of that wheat—there were more insects than in the past.

When we were short of foodstuffs and we asked for



| | , ‘ 39

38 " | variations.  Referring to the prices
- . i conditions and these may call for local v : )
Fortunately some of the foodgrains in which we are surplus do not keep for @ © 1 particular, it is felt both by surplus and deficit states th?tv un};‘;ss vtt?;:
long time and that is a natural remedy against hoarding and profiteering. T is some sort of co-ordination in ~1sh.e prices of distributing centres, ei pole
should like to make a rather Important point so far as our area is concerned. scheme is likely to fail. The position as regards Bhopal has l;lee‘nI e:xpda hed
Rajputana maintains 5 very important line of communication which links Sind by Sir Joseph Bhore. [ have the details of the State of Garhwa fan o
" with the rest of the country and if thut railway line is tosbe kept up it is very State has been linked to another region. They dre asked to bll;y r}c:m ido
important that food supplies in that area should be maintained. It is therefore 1. P. where the price is Rs. 14 per maund while the people on t ioﬁ or s;e 1
Important not only for the people of Rajputana byt for this line of communi- of the boundary are paying much lower prices and therefore it ha{.}s tfxreadis-
4 cation and for the families of those soldiers who have gone out that when we difficulties: I would suggest what others have suggestgd before,] t! taad e o
make requests to the Food Department for supplies, they should not be ‘crepancy is not in the prices paid to the producers bub. fo Wholesade -rb e.r‘;s (;hét
~ lightly considered or rejected. My request ig a very conservative one. We * therefore when we examine this aspect of the question I'woul a:l 111(11
labour under a lot of handieaps. For one thing, our statistical equipment is wholesale price and not the producer price should be the line Of' a ae..
rather poor. - In Rajputana we have got-g number of Jagirs and they have Hon’lbe 8ir Chhotu Ram (Punjab): Sir, I would like to put certain ques-
got no satisfactory statisties. ~ Tt. js therefore difficult for us to give any tiong1—" o . B )
accurate, figures.  We are making arrangements to keep up a regular supply of o Fat nrice s jab supplying wheat to Bengal. .~ :
information.  One thing T would like to repeat here is that certain qufzrl)tgties- ' 1 ‘gt ;vhiaf p:;i,i,%;;n};u?: Rs\,’p?.g-og per mannd. and selling at about
of wheat arc urgently required in Rajputana States. These supplies should be : Rs.(%)() l'::r\ mzulr)ld. What about the profits?

sent to them quickly at a reasonable price. In conclusion T can only say that '
Rajputana will do its utmost to abide by any decision that may be arrived at
this Conference by~ common agreement. ‘

¢ miii i : i Rs. 10 while they are purchasing
. . P. administration are selling at Rs W reh;
t I(t?;) Iili“;)‘ef maul;}(d Who pays the subsidy?  Government of India or
a . - \ sidy \
! ‘ » | | ‘ R fon:s e agents given a. ligt of prices
Khan Bahadur Mian Abdul Asiz (Punjab States): Sir, I am speaking on . (4) With regard td purchaze‘ ?gerazl(;);i'd;;;en t?: ?}?snlsteg;t B st of I:v ioes
behalf of the Punjab States except Bahawalpur. Government of Iudia wanted of whesat for a weck or 10 days® , g .

g > it was being sold at Rs. 28 per

to have some surplus and we agreed to give it to them, and it was agreed wheat was selling at Rs. 10-4-0 at Liy"d:ll‘);l glc‘:gb being s P
. thal thereafter no further demand will be made. Well, Sir, that agreed sugplus maund at Calcutta. Who pocketed the differ ; . o from Sir
has not been taken from us and in the meanwhile a serioug comp]icdtio\tlxq'\as‘ Hon’ble Suhrawardy (Bengal): Sir, M_Iay I answer this (?,blclues on :zativés
cropped up. At that time, 1.e., on the 1st of June when the Hon'ble Presi-. Chhotu Ram) “as- well” as another question from the» H(l)lr} e tgefresge vy
dent held a meeting T told the Food Commissioner that our difficulty was how {from Cochin. - Regarding the price of wheat, we are 5‘;1 1neg tz tn dlg«ao wherr
to feed our poor population and we placed an embargo on’ exports fram the covers many other expenses. It covers the loss that wed :;0 T cocors. the
. States areas.  The situation is such that State Governments are trying to we get bad wheat and bad wheat products which ‘ﬁeth'e w"}{éat ot e e
establish cheap grain shops to feed the poor population. The Kapurthala Gov- freight charges, that we have to pay because we se fh amount of wheat
ernment at a time supplied 20,000 mds. of wheat at an average price of Rs. 6 ‘price in the furthermost corner of Bengal. - Tt covers © ior‘ soct reliof work.
per md.* when the Lyallpur wheat was Rs. 10 per md. We made that which we have to give as gratuitous relief and ﬁg‘» P%I}’“{zzal Commissioner and
sacrifice. At that time we were able to feed the people by supplying un- A Over and above that we have 'arranggd with_the fgl Il wheat at a steady
adulterated atta at the rate of Rs. 5-12-0 per md. and now on account of " have started a fund called the Stabxhzatlon'Fund_, Y S'I?h' ostion has boen
this change towards free trade we have to-establish cheap grain food-shops and ’ price.  All these have to be taken into consideration. is Q‘; ts and fieures

we require about 88,000 mds. of food for, the people, of the State, and for all . xl-aieeci and we went into the matter thoroughly and placed our fac gu

the States of the Punjab at least 8 lakh maunds will be required, which will _before the Regional Commissioner and satisﬁgd ‘him t-hgt we were not proﬁteer—

raean a financial loss of between 12 to 16 lahhs to the States to feed the poor ing. . o e ~ . A ion, but we
people. What we want is that you take away the surplus and leave us to g Hon’ble Sir Chhotn Ram: Wé have had a very long explanation, bu
Wanage our house. You may have the surplus but please don’t bother us have not received the figure.

Hon’ble Suhrawardy: ‘I will give vou the figure. We are sell{ng at;

G -8-0 to our mills.. : ‘ 3
LS‘TS ° ?xestion was asked by an Hon’ble member. here {w?lc-z.the_r Bengal hgd
® t whatsoever to requisition its stocks and to distribute it. -Sir,
- juren o fsﬁepdS tha(f Hén’ble collesgues of mine do not know ¥et what steps
% reg"?thz: tarllzen to put its own house in order. We -s?a_nd -alone it seems botg
) inéﬁﬁ' grandeur and in our misery. We have }fequl:l:t:g:g ::;lryhi;:;eu sﬁi“:ﬁ&
~ instruetions to requisition surplus stocks. We. !lilve oo e e et ese-hold
to” dtag out what are supposed to be stockdjand hoards. Wi g step

about this statement or that. There is no question of denial. We are offering
.. you the fullest co-operation. -

Lt.-Col, . P, Hancock (Eastern States): Sir, with Your permission I would
like to reserve my remarks until the committee stage. I would merely say
that as regards the Eastern Region there are some local reasons for some’ form

_ of control and in making that statement I have authority from the army com-
mander, Eastern Army, who supports it. ¢

Mir Magbool Mahmood (Chamber of Princes): I would like ‘to supplement

.

the remarkg b one or two propositions. I am representing the Chamber of - . ity s ilise resources fo-the full. T challenge you,
Princes. Ordigan'ly. our a-ttitll)lde' hhs been for local autonofgny and individual for eqmtableudrstrxbu?on flzﬁlclghs:n;efhose who are surplus, to take the steps
rights. Bu%t; ,aqﬁestion Such as food control we feel that both as a part of = tho._se ,WHO o8 tyli)urse ;:as il 1;10’0 do it besause you know you ate g surplus .
war effort a’x‘i«i%;s' a patt of the bigger ‘problem of Tndia we should co-opesate with which I haye fa en.fr igu :1’11' people will resist, as thev are sitting on plenty.
an all-India’ policy and we have decided to fall info' line. The second point province. ~ You are {%ﬂf any igerable petitions to enhance our prestige. Sir,
which I beg to submit is that whila various States and “Provinces have spoken I ‘have not ct(:tnil v}:;re thgt ‘!31@ procurement plan should be given a trial. Tf
a3 members .of deficit or sutplus units I have the privilege to represent both .« it has been s te lan could be given a trial T would not have asked for free
“surplus and deficit units and therefore I submit that while we do not. ..é,gree the -procuremen :é’ aau: the procurement plan has failed' in _the Eastern
’with’_:“the procurement scheme, whatever its defects, it is the best scheme that- .~ trade myself. hee‘ iimt 'Wll;idh was allotted to Bengal wag nof being sent

i has 8o far been pdyanced and has g measure of support. It should therefore : Region, because the am ted the policy of free trade and have no other reason. .
,be‘givgn & chauce. There should’ be scope for local variation in it. The to it. that T have advoeate :the polic] . _ . :
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¥ would beg the Hon’hle Member and his Seeretary to consider and to tuke
into account the breakdown of transport 1o which Sir Chhotu Ram has referred.
It is well known, Sir, that you have purchased wheat in |
RITTTT 3 . o M ]
Punjab in order to send it to Bengal but we bave not recetved anvwhere nesr
the amount that wax promised us, Iy great hopes and very lurgely relying

R . . . . " . . . ) 4 oo K ¢ i

upon the assnrance that tlwese food-grains: will 1ave inte Bengal 1 proclaimel
Hmt we shall h‘n\'e @ suthicient quantity there, bhut unfortunately i spite of
:your efforts or for whatsoever rcason it may be T do not know, we have not
ocen able to get the grain that has been promised us and it is for (his reason
that we are at the present moment in difficulties.  To my friend from Cochin
. - . . . " i
with h}s I million population, who has thrown s stone ar s with our 650 million
and with o greater Caleutta whiceh ix to cater for 4 willions, . T would s 1
we are doing our level hes ; i Y of canituble i
e a ug our level best.  We have rationed, by & syvstem of cquitible distyi-
ution, all ome villages.  We e rationine Cale s ‘ i :
e T O g : aonmg Caleutta ax best as po-sible, bui

ei on bie Member must koo that no scheme of FIHONING can b suecessiul
. - . A - s ! ) . tal > MSLh
miess we Jiave supplies. D fact no scheme of price control will 1 if
there are no supplies. B i ) o e
Ty ke supplies. e while the Hou'ble Members tell e that we have
; oy : ' . a
,]-;;m [}pR 5 o me_u,h ints have had to forage as far s Sind and the redhot
}1. 8 oF Rajputuna in scavel of supplies. 1 would be most happy to brin
,191;[):'10&}3(12“'11 tg.Ris, ]‘0. But if T did that will T he able to get supplies? g

Mr. Bollon YOO agents n 1 . o
ot the ‘.(. e Mz agents buy at Rs, 7. Tt is alse correct we gell it
at se price as the Central Purchasing Avents nwirchasing in ihe Punj
We are usine (Le. di "l g Agents g asinng m ihe Punjab.
Ve are using the difference to ammeéliorate the condition -of the poor wnd build
ng a reserve for emergencies. ’ F T e

arge quantities in the

Mr. Thowmpson (N. W, I P How I square my budget is the concer
of my Government. It is a fact that we have bought at Rs. 4 hut we have
not yet actually sold at Rs. 10 and the Frontier budget will have 1o gustain
any defieit. 1 may also ndd that we have also used our Municipal funds to
help us to huy foodgrains. ‘ '

Mr. Knight (Bombay): 1 did not eluborute on Bowbav's objections to fres
{rade plan because 1 understand vou said that free trade would be in cald
storage during war. I find I was mistaken and I do not wish ‘o let Bombav
down, and as the matter ig very vital I wish I am given some opportunity to
plead Bombay’s case against free trade. S

“Phe -Chairmai: For the convenience of the members Wil recapitulate
-priefly the major suggestions that have been put forwaed in the course of tle
day’s proceedings. Firstly so far as the consensus of this meeting is eoncerned,
I take it that there is almost a unanimity of views that we should v to con
tinue the procurement policy. That as far as possible there should Le direct
purchases on Government account—Central or Provincial—from jrovinces and

States, eliminating wherever possible a divect intervention of the trazder. That .

7is the second point which his cinerged out of the diseussion which { have had
with you. The third point is that except i Bengal and%the Punjal, (in-the
case of the Punjub modified free teade) the entire view is in favour of having
Government_control in some form .or the other. Tha fourth pomt which has
emerged as a result of discussion is, that every effort should be nude by the
‘Government of Indid to come to a decision as to the price policy. The fifth
point is that a continuouns, persistent and vigorous dvive must be miade <o put
check to hoarding throughout the length and breadth of the country.  The sixth
point which has arisen is that there should be some steps taken against proﬁtéer-
ing in any form. The seventh,point is that every province which ix in diffi-
culty and even others which are not in the swne diﬁ'u-ult‘\, should introduce
rationing at an early date. The eighth point is that arithmetieal adjustment
is necessary to procurement under the basic plan  scheme, The ninth point
which ‘has emerged is that there should be wider publicity of +he deficif pro-
‘vinceg’ t}eeds in surplus provinees or aress, so that the };ub}ic ‘opinion in the
‘xﬂﬁtet might know the realities of the situation in the former areas with a view
to’ encourage, up least on hummanitarian grounds, to part with some ‘part of the
comnmodity which they can spare. The tenth point. is the one relating to trans-
port organization. - Last’:‘s the question of cuh‘ency “ »

position. The cultivator -

We must dispose it of to onr neighbourss But
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wants coins and not paper mouey. I will have these views put before Hix
Exeellency aud- the Executive Council. But before we proceed to divide m_xrl-
selves into Comnitices, T wish to make wn appeal. }t‘ s a hrn.\,,(:f)‘mlctl(m \\}t 2
me that if there is any breakdown in the food position say in lm\.m(:o.l}e 1({1
Cochin, Bengal or Bihar in fact in any part of India, Iidia suffers as @ “'dm e.
That is the point of view which I wish to conmend for vour serious consl }e]w.\;_
N . . . . g L - .. - . .
tion. 1 do not think it is possible for one part to live in the way in which it
wishes 10 live, if the other part goes down. 1 know statistics can never be a

correct guide. But all the same, if simply because statisties tell lies, alt vur

-efforts should be stopped, is a fact which 1 cannot understand. i'y:m'q.u\‘tc
understand -if a. province says that it has not got 50,000 tous amd, tl}ctefow,
it is not in a position to.give as much as that. 1f at present otly 300 t()l;h
is accepyed, after sgme time therve wight be more to spare, 10 meet the needs
of the unfortunate areus. ~ ' .

The Hon'ble Sir (hhotu Ram (Iunjab): fFllel'e has heen one question ‘i\'llui;]}
might create ]lli;ilppl‘t’]l(‘])SfO]l, about the price of wheat at which it could be
sold. o )

1le Hon'ble Sir Azizul Huque: T}le pqsi‘t'inn l_l:m 10 be :lc‘cle%)tefl nt‘):::ni‘}::x
focal point of view. Taking the question of Sind, it l_\:xs been , )\e}c‘(.) 1 ‘1‘ aite
its price factor ut a reasonable level -for the last two 1uouth§. Fven having
b o the ex ‘os of eireumstinces, vor must bring vour ‘position to such
e tt? Zhe’o?{\ ‘flf(l)]\fll:lsu(«))t wmake any profit.  Where local circumstsnces differ,
;:.'e“gi}lls-tl?uilz'e a certain amount of latitude to find .Uu,-t sl)ec1ﬁcr1nstzlf|]c]c*..~ ts:)) t)h\;;t
the general scheme might work. The Province of Sind ‘ll;li\"jéelll ;}?t}(t .]mw
chase @ much as it wanted: The question of our difhicu tm;‘wfsl 1.;“‘. ﬂ‘u':
in Sind. In the casc of the Punjab I agree that they _z‘lre.lfmtl 1%11,3&\\‘11&(1.1‘“.
fact that they have a certain amount of stock \\']lnlzlxggz fh{ouoto e.re x;eg)n fched
vour Committee discussions that o?e gaft Ofninflll?xt]Sxx-f:c‘;?gnill;(ézz-lezt;c(im;:f%;:
‘to the other to make it an.integral whole, a we are inferested i our

ar and in keepinig Japan out of India. It does not matter “, : ¥
i;e::);g()g'.Assam whli)chgwill be immediat?ly affected. ")W\e musti '%flr()t.};l:£)~1‘f:‘:
responsibility lies on all of us. The Sgh-(.,mnmlttc:e‘:s wl )-.)e wmee n.,,‘Q nomow
i the rooms that have ahready been indieated.  They will be in (s't.ksmx from
10 1oL to 1-80 pa. and 3 P to & par T hope that the Sub- (IQr.n-m. E(‘)e;
will be able to complete théir deliberations to-morrow fm‘d Sl(libinll‘lt ‘h‘ein“_l(-ﬁg(‘]z',
in the form of recommepdations by to-motrow eveung round-ahou slock.
We can then have a plenary session lere on ‘Vedlllesday at 11 A ubicets
» The Hon'ble Sir Chhotu Ram (({’Zm]ab): {\gay I know, Sir, on what subjects
: Sub-C i are expected to report? . '
Jlesq?]zg ulg(;g}:}?lgjeilzizul Il{uque; -1a9r example, as I.h:‘nve ah'end.,lv j:{nd.t“:e
have already decided that procurement in all pal'tfx of Il}dm is not asdsa_t(xla :1\(, ﬁ)y
as it should be. How should it be improved? Then it has .lgieen ;cx’e(’ t lx;
pul'ck&ls@ <hould be on Government aceount as far as posa ﬁie‘ . 0?\ t}?aou;
this be done? Whether it should be through Grovm][')l}mf'nt;f o d(?el‘s‘:).l()l .mlf;t’: :‘
trade commission agents? These are some of the subjects or discussion in the

.Sllﬁ{g'omlri’r::lttt(ifs.(Sind): 1f the Sind Sub-Committee wanted to refer certqin

i 3oneul Sub-Committee, could it do so? N
poantzaton))f:ﬁb};ug}: l.«lszli]z)ul (;I nque: You can certainlv do so. Tnter-provineial
reference will be quite permissible.. :

- The Conference adjourned at 6-40
July 7 at 11-00 A

[The four Sub-Co : v
are annexed in the Appendix. | JOND PLENARY SESSION OF THE FOOD

T TGS " 5 SE( Y ’ ,
PROCEEDINGS OF NFERENCE ON TULY 7, 1943

. . . a0 av's seedings T wish
oho Hon'ble Siv Aziznl Huque: Before T begin todax’s proceeding
~Nf( ll.l‘t'."ﬂl:: ﬁ;ti(”,’ Ouf tngport is an integral part of't-he Food Conference
1o 5“". i:}:dvour p(}a,.m;igion I will ask Mr. Phillips of the War Transport “Depart-
and with ) S8 i

ment to speak a few words.

p.M. to re-assemble again on Wednesduy

mrittees met on Tuesday, the July 6, 1943, Their reports
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Mr. Phing War Transnor ' : { foodstuffs in the interest of his trade or in the interests of his purguib
Food Conferelzl)ie (tho;‘ia gl::li:ggit’ Dyel.)&rt.l_nent) i Gentlemen, Aftor the previous. Vv:',i{;(lgf;?otoﬁnd It quite 50 easy to get wagons. 1 said that there was one exception
W very preat cﬁal?ge, which [ have noticed, gince to the general understanding of railways’ difficulties which was evident day

I sturted attendj t ) ¢ i i

e i andnfhéhe\;'ea rb%?iirmcis 11)“ Delhi, in the general attitude toward. before yesterday. That exception was Bengal. Bengal was ungenerous enough

" €Xperience of railways T have ¢ Sp(g h epartment. Previously and in my long " to accuse the Railway Department. You will remember the circumstances.
ound that there was g very genera) tende ° under which the Honourable Minister was being shot at from two sides and

blame the rail i i ink i .
N thaet 1;;118\1‘&;33){: :l‘fhl?Utl'sfithI-)plng to think if they were really to blame, CI\XO? shot at fairly hard. And, instead of shooting back at.his oPpOnentg he shot at
ery different tone. I am not complacent enough to thinlk the pianist. Now, Sir, T have been deputed to shoot back, not just for the

that it ig due to in anv .
any lurge degree to the efforts and the b > arrer \ : ! b f very interesting

that have actu; Srtal o petter arangement, ke of defending railways but because there are a num er o Y. ’
. ¢ actually been made and certainly not to the fact that th . : ls:ss?)nos of gene:z.? application from the points which I am. going to raise. What
i Mr. Suhrawardy said was—I am not quoting him word for word, bup the effect

;wal;;ch %zt; ?;:no‘btatlm%g’]s' ob?amable In larger quantities That is not the
case, The n-se:p;fd lelf:}fmntlg becoming daily more ditficult gs the tempo of his speech was—that grains purchased in .the Punjab had not, owing to the
o the o x e and s e strain upon India, particulatly as the miain base " breakdown in transport, reached Bengal in anything like sufficient quantltu,fs‘
vesterday o Wha,t . p‘z'n’ ]ncre‘ases_ I wias actua”y ﬁaklng notes day beft)l‘(' ) Weu, Sil’, I‘am the last to deny that there have been difficulties. But I deuy
yost day and what notice d ver ¥ much was that those Provinces who have categorically that there ig the slightest foundation of wny statement that there
peen in most i ty :e.gardmg';thelr foodstuffs and who have in cofsequence: has been any sort of breakdown of transport between the Punjab and Calcutta.
had Ue;em(r .?retah e.s’ mteres.t in transport problems were, with one exception. That section of the East Indian Railway from ('alcuttu is extremely hardworked..
fhost gene I-fu] }11 Hendall)tprecxatmn of what the railways have tried to do for- It has to carry a large number of military specials, a very large amount of coal, .
éXhor‘ted i n(i 5 (})o t r}om Mq dras, Mr. VKngght;‘er, Bolton ang others a very large amount of materials to industries, a very large amount of foodstuffs-
e you n "().:QIIOO, the pianist becm}se he is doing his best. My, Knight - snd & large amount of miscellaneous goods. Previously the capacity of that,
Whie}; ﬂ;le Bol 1 raised one point of particular interest. That was the point . line was rated very high—at the rate of 28 to 25 traius o day cach way. Already
which 1 fie:: etre dopposmg namely free ‘tm dg, aud both of them pointed out the the trains run over that line have been raised to over 27 truins a dfl_‘y‘. {: is not
et Obli*ed rtao ec upg(;t traHSporlt. That i 3 very ceal effect and one which a8 bad figure for a poor broken down railway. F;‘?m t()dgi-y the I\prth- etsi.;ernr~
we X gd , ) onsider very' closely, t-l3&t if .you have no control over your - Railway is taking over a portion of the East Indian Railway which runs n.lbo
- transport and make it free for all, there is not enough ‘transpor immadiately” etb. For the last month the North-Western Railyay have been runuing

trains for the East Indian Railway and from mow t}.ley kill start to Yvork.;_ The
result of that will be a release of East Indian Railway engines .thlclz‘ we are:
confident will very shortly be useful for the line-between Asansol and balc%vl:::{

available to meet your more important demands,

There a8 ‘UIOthe e i i 2 me m il A d f

W tt ; 1 (‘Onlplﬂlnt‘ \Vhl(fh llltel’ested g naqe (N

a1 o, . 3 ' fl'O yr rson :
Bhd“&lplll——a (,'Onll)hl“]t hi],t R 10 ‘}H)Uf‘;fl”d tOIlS Of “"heat fol"\ti] iy

Statos bouid ac moved tor Jaep " tons of e Rajputans, o - day—over this broken down line.
Shntes sould e moved g };S it}; l(;f,'l;;) 25}01‘]:.__ Now I am g htth.a doubtty] - ,The_nun_lber qfl g:;g:hrllilllg‘;tifﬁt;rgi ?he l;;'ort of urrangement that the Railway
that thene wos ooy, s thinll I ut before. I presume he did not say I think is atn hl o makge to meet a situation like this. A couple of mcnths ago:
am 3 Title g0 o b m;) 1;5 TLK%, th}?t ;ttwtasd Ii)Ot movmlg quickly.. : g)zlz‘grt"gznsonge difficulty on that iine. There was a congestion of about{ 4(()10
would have to go througl) 4 ; - ot 18 48 he has stated because thag wheat e ; wag anding at other stutions, and booking of oo,
From broadggauge tdol t;l étz:;S;Oll, ‘Bhratmda, where it has Lo be transhippeif b OXCS(; 321? r;llofie ;)(IBZIIZtE;{;;dlf!}ot due to the breakdown of r’transport-
- re ‘gauge. , All tho transhipmont places are ls)f!;ff:hat ago;uf(i tl?at was that in their, if T may say so, youthful enthusiasm,.

ut ¢he re > large quantity of gre

bottlenecks with very Jiyn; i i
g ry limited capacity. At Bhatinda there are very great diffi- v the Food Department pushed a very large quantity of grains into Calcutta and

culties in getting additional Iabour by which
. ¢ n to meet the ve ; y v ing it
a1 00 o wagons Vhith e vongh By he looal autltorties n Caloutta made no proper sreaugements for removing it
< uspect ¢ 1 . T s W it . m st avi !
to the lack of Wagoll)m. %3:, l]? vf,g?;S::if,, 1& Uz“ﬁ:t uot have been entirely due gﬁﬁfgg ,gi'?igpﬁn:)ﬁ C;llcutta stations afe quite inadequate. The result of that:
stated, that there is diﬁ’icmty/in getting ;/a ,I:h ‘ ;15 18 correct, a§ Mf'- Anderson . was a congestion, but it*was not dug to the. breakdownl of tralnspf)t‘t‘- - feur
f Wa3 speaking ahout just now, name%v ft%e-;ad;at 3\‘; an ‘}lll.llftl‘ﬂthn of what Now, turning to the particular question of foodstuffs, T ;;vout ;11 gge zg;lmeilélg; :
" "y ts § are concerned, there hag been free.tnds. ‘.So;no“kf '1t 1erto,‘ so far as for the whole of Bergal. T}_lese are the figures cglbﬁid Sghrasvar ;g During
procs one of the Food Conferenceg pointed out 'a. eare rOn' ,\<.>u ?a'} ml-g-emgfr Civil Supplies, Calcutta which they have gn;e‘n -ot R i)un'ab Du'rin.or May 9 .
mvse??ew;s brought to_bear on ug for a very hfgg rid(nl';’to" ffm fco(:insstlufg:{?' i’ - May, 16,140 tous of wheat reached Calcut;m Il’om' b mak'ii) ‘.a total of 25,000:
enter iy fpo € 8gainst it and it wag dropPeﬂ, but, for r];asong w(ll:ichoI need .not - 180 tons of rice redched Calputta from the fu%] a'ré Jowarg and Maize reac,hed'
the 2 iy s] ?£ subgeque,ntly that generq) high priority &or foodstuffs was given \*o'v“v . tons despatched from th-‘e Punjab. 8,500 to};[?hot n?t'l,ké‘s a ‘total of 83,000 tons of
st a<u' of it is exvellent. But the resily of this free-tr d(: i y e 'tlL the * Caleutta from the Punjab and the U. P. 'ii‘he figure given in the basic plan
Your o énany of you consider to be the restlt of your free ;‘ld i l?cd{ &«e ~ - grains Wh,‘f’h:rea"he‘.i Calcutta during June. 'froxi the Punjab amounted for
the ﬁgh: hs:;l’g: dl%hnotf get’ igtO the right hands; oyp w’agozisttlil lgotoge: Iilrlf:;; “Lhichil iltvlsfl%ter'esimg zoféio?élzﬁgé:dﬁoﬁz,ntﬁea Yotal of 31,000 tons. Again, I
. o s . eretore, about a fort icht ¢ . . f the whole o engal, not { g N T et Eo : ’

_:isgl‘;?ﬁyfmg that genéral high priorit(;} ::,'&hih;gop;esgf kmi;%;enlmp ortax}ttii;lelc;smﬁ_ . have the assurance of Major General Bell;eifiord ‘gfhg n‘:’ ;(l;ft }:‘eﬁ:’em;}ui 93‘};10?‘;’;‘;

. igh to 0‘}”?81511 8 have been elassed in the railway. cl'zalssiﬁcat-ifenl]'e%1t ‘l;ﬂi 'anigv . missioner of thfa Punjab ﬁhﬂt thete 1s nod (i- uPthe o00ds which havp ]not been.
this ver n}?' y tom Dormally to tseape ‘ﬂlly serious ‘or lenath\%n lif :' chdb' grains' for Calcutta. Railways cannot eslyer“; t i? vour friend failé-'tn write

o the njece!si:rl))fnr;gitry *hich Was previously given to al] has .r/lml;ssbrég;o:énﬁﬁéd; . delivered to t-}tx)clsam ant(}i] 1 wot“ld ask you, Sir, that R ' S o
i ¥ by e 3 i - N . .

..or by the Provincial aﬁe}::)i‘it;zg lChT:;lze :gﬁ‘: 2?1'12%‘:&]3;){}{@9 Food Dep az_'tlme‘n{? i pleaqs’zcd?{?z?ble ;ISI':: 4;;1}:[08 Huque : Before we deal Wlfh }ﬁheopﬁzglems t'hfl‘lt ha}:e~
s e “ngecessagy movements. are not now gl on the g ?t-the nece;sary‘v?n‘( srisen with reference to trunsport I would iike to tel_ t»e od erencflait at Sw-
Tmo‘;"‘?mel}t 0e8 not have to waj its turn along \?v?tli tei: el'n?:;?rezs:r‘n?(;s: Edwsrd Benthall, The Hon’ble Member for. W}f_r Trz.utlfptl't.?n 1;11)’59 lg“lopolse'

1 b oo dent that vou will g fhat e wagons which you really to go_to,Lahore on-Sunday next to diseuss this wmatter with railwayeofiials, .

- The man who merely wants to move
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secommendations of the conference arce those avhich
(Here the H. M. repeated those recommniendutions.) .

Tie Hon'ble Sir Chilotu Ram (Punjab): Siv, in the first instauce, I suggest
that copies of these recommendations may kindly be supplied to us, and that
all important questions arising therefrom should be discussed over again.  Both
Punjab and the U. I, are surplus units and we are not inferested in price controt
betond what already exists. : : ‘

Phe Hon'ble Sir Azizul Huque: T take it therefore. that majority of the
members hold these views. ‘ : .

The Hon'ble Sir Chhotu Ram: That is a statement of fact. So fur us e
recommendations of the sub-committees ave concerned we should be given au
opportunity to express sur views. There may be differgnt forms of controi.
There muy be restrictions on free movement. This form does not appear to he
Jifferent from the existing one. . | :

The Mon'ble Sir Azizul Huque: Action to control the price must be taken.
\Whether the action taken would be in the existing form or something different
dues not appear from the sub-committees Yecommendations. :

Mr. Mudie (U. L) We do not Tnow if there is price control.  We should
also be viven an opporfunity to express our views on hearing representations in.

U, P .

Me., Ailsorge (Bihar):
mendations of: the sub-committees.

T do not follow at this end what is being
to and what is being agreed to.

The How'ble Sir Clihotu Bam
sugwest that copies be made available to us. .

"The Hon'ble Siv Azizul Huque: T# T might continue T think
that is generally agreed to.
ab): “But, Sir, *there can be no d.iﬁiculty

| huve already read out.

I want to know what has been done on the rucown-
~

proposed and what is being objected

(Punjab): Tt is o most important subjeet and 1

‘ we can leave

metal coinage and consumers’ goods as

The How'ble Sir Chhotu Ram (Punj
in having copies prepared.

The "Hon'ble Sir Azizul Huque: T think all that T can do is to adjourn this
meeting for half an hour and then have copies made. What T will do is to speak
a few words of general application and in the meantime I will see what conld
he done with a view to civeulating copies.

Siv (P, Ramaswami Lyer (Pravancore): May 1 bring it to the notice of the
House that the objeet of this plenary session is to summarise the findings of the
“various cominittees that have sat. Tt may be that some particular unit may
not like one orother of the recominendations made by the several Committees,.
but T take it that it is the tesponsibility and the great privilege of the Govern-.
rment of India to decide upon these. vartous recommendations and evolve a.
Whether A or I3 dislikes recommendation T or TT is not the main pus
T understand that was fully diseussed vesterday before
This meeting is for the purpose frstly o
reeommendations that have been

. poliey. .
pose of this meeting.
the recommendations were arrived at.
of snalvsing and secondly of summarising the i
made by the (Committees that -fu.ncfioned ,\'osterdﬂ;,\'. . Whether those recom-
mendations are right or wrong, IMJurious or otherwise is for the Government of

. Tndia ultimatelv to decide.’ T do not see that any furth.er discusgsion nmong
ourselves after the very minute and. meticulous examination of vesterday will

lead us anywhere on_any point at t

“The Hon’ble Sir Azizul Hique:
the purpose of toduy’s Conference.
recommendations of the ~Sub-Com !
Government of India after further consideration.
main recommendations? (Panse—10 objection).  The

his stage.

Qip (. P, Ramaswamy has clearly explained
Tt should be understood that these arve the
mittees and will be given effect to by the.
Is it ngreed that these are the-
next  recommendation:

is: : : o Y . '
That the basie plan should be ‘continued with such avithmetical adjustinents

ta fiouves as are necessary (The Chairman. repeated the recommendation). T

toke it that that is one of "the main recommendations of the Commiltees. cither-

unapimous or with dissent.

-
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A State’s Tgprrgggn'tat‘ .o . R .
"Bome of the figures ! el Arithmetical adjustments™ is oBjected to by us
corrent. gures as calculated by the Government of In(lia] are not {mité

The Hon' v Al ’
tions of then(géinﬁiirttig::l (;Juqu" : I am merely sumhmarising the recommenda:
should be continued wi(h nm:}? € (’.ffhthe recommendations i that the basic plan
tecessary. ! arithmetical adjustments to figures as are

A Member: We will be consulted about these details?

The Hon’ Sir Azinn) : ,
on’ble Sir Azizul Huque: That ig a question of detail as to how this.

is to be i s
Uonferenc;mt?]])?tnegted and hgw it is fo be given effect to. May T assure the
agreed on pO]I:CV gr(ifl Sh:ﬁ hlst'ory of - the _World started, men have generally
of that police isuc’or;éider ldocugles have arisen only when actual administration
she policy a}greed P eth. ut at times it is necessary that you should qualify
administration has to c(z)n‘l‘;yactl’u?'ethmta T ll('mw the tackgrovod mder which the

The Hon'ble S : that poliey, ’

The sz, Z;;’ Sg‘; C{’{ﬁﬁ’ff)tu Ram (Punjab); Punjab has no objection to it.
inoes an mer b zizul Huque_: I take it that this is agreed to by all Pro-

ates.  (Pause—nao objection.) The second recommendation is:

That i suti
‘out bya G?vsrxner;zt;znof fbthf;t plan the operations of procurement shall be carried
or Provincial. T by Agencles under the full control of Government, State

The Hon’ )
if” the Pro(:i?nzggl Rér. Suhrawardy (Bengal): T would have much preferred that
there should be" overnment failed to act in accordance with the basic plan,
84y here i 3 bo §om;3‘ plan for the Central Government to step in. After all you
or States to u:'c. tp lan for the procurement policy and you leave it tq Provinces
wete not giveg , Id Into practice. It is stated in some quarters that facilities
according o th al;) therefore the Provincial Governments were not able to act
vineial Gove & basie pohc'y. JIn another quarter it has been stated that Pro-
-steps. .Tn mment in having accepted the basic plan did.not take the right
reps. .Tn case of a breakdown, the Government of Tndia should be -permitted
: Step m. ‘ - . .

Mr. Ansorge (Bihar):“ 1t i ite 1 ; i '
1. & 271t is quite impossible a
“hl.cg}.l we have nof beezq consu]teqd, 1 }oscn e to submit to any figures on
s thgeHug'h thod (Madras): Section 116-A of the Government of Indis Act
doos noﬁw ich gives t‘he. Government of India all the powers they require. I
to o appear tha.t‘xt 18- practicable for Provinces with a meeting of this kind
‘0 come to any unanimbus agreement at all in regard to actual figures and the

Gove i
‘overnment of India, T presume by now, hag got a fair idea of what resources -

t i A i

“I}:I?) ’dlff]f]i?nt Provinees and States have. (Several mernbers dissenting.  cried
Verv’fair i()l'e . lc:,tf ?Egears to me fﬂt]}:m (tih& Government of Tndia should have a
Yery - ides > resources of the. different Provinces. ‘No’
‘No%). It will be for the Government of India to de(;?ii. (A uproar of o'

T B » . )
he ‘Hon’ble Mr. Sukrawardy (Bengal): So long as it is admitted that there

are residuary powers in the hands of the Government of ‘India wHich it can ..

" exerei oo .
‘ G’;if;ﬂ?;lefmwggﬂf (;‘.“0“' it to gb like that. But, Sir, if it is meant that the
this Conf ‘ndia abrogates its powers in view of the recommendations of
The nﬁ;ﬁ?(‘)’? aéld dAeﬁnltelj; states that only Provinees . . . . . ‘
: € oir Azizul Haque: 1 can assure you that there i i &
4‘;28&3 Government of India abrogating any powers which - are conggitﬁ;?gnml{]m
exerois elg f}ie G(})(vemment of India: That power is there and may have tﬁabz’
thet pévv.e‘r. make no secret of the fact that constitutionally we cannot abrogate
- Si‘r Chhdtu Ram (Pu 3 . 3 : . X
, % fiam (Punjab): Punjab has no objection to thig .
'ricglhe Ht;nbble Sir Azizul Huque: The - third point ig tha;;s ;g(t}io mrréendatlton.
Eo-bnsi _xm;_s . be taken. Action on a regional basis appears to b‘ i? 1 to contr ol
’Whethlza ilton between regions. -How should that price contr ]ebayogted with
is ‘tér : should be exactly in the same form ag it is bein o o exercized?
fWh‘iEll; ma %;ﬁerent matter and is not the subject mattéf e;‘egﬁ{se% atfprnsent
erely wants to lay down the brinciple + . o 18 Conference,
. A Pm“f-P e that action to control prices wi]]

-
. . . RN R RN

- handled by us. It is a direct control of prices.

o that food drives in execu

- 34‘
;r)la\(e' to be taken. This iy favoured on a regional basis and not on an allIndia
‘basis. - :
Mr. Mudie (U. P.): Would it be possible to add to that resolution ‘to control
prices not only of foodgrains but of other commodities?’ ' .

The Hown'ble Sir Azizul Hugue: That you can add as a separate one.

Mr. Mudie (U. P.): The Punjab represented about cloth prices and that
represéntation was accepted. Why should the cultivator be the only man who
is to lose his war profits? .

Tke Houn'ble Sir Azizul Huque:
mended here generally with regard to foodgrains. .

The Hon’ble Sir Chhotu Ram (Punjab): Punjab does not agree -to it.

The Hon’ble Sir Azizul Huque: Will Punjab agree if it is changed to ‘that
dction to control prices with reference to foodgrains and other commodities must
be taken’? Do you agree to that? :

he Hon'ble' Sir Chhotu Ram (Punjab)

LY

Action to control prices is being recom-

:“Tk‘xat is a subject-which should be
Last time it failed miserably.

It ended in corruption, and if direct control of prices of wheat and perhaps one

or two other foodgrains failed, it is impossible to make it a success.
The Hon’'ble Sir Asizul Huque: So that Punjab is definitely against control

of any prices whatsoever? . .
The Hon’ble Sir Chhotu Ram (Punjab): So far as the present form is con-/
cerned we have expressed our agreement. »

"' 8ir C. P. Ramasyamy Iyer (Travancore): Excuse me, Sir, for this out of turn
intrusion. The question now is not whether ‘A’ is’ opposed to control of prices
or not. The different Sub-Committees have put forward their recommendations
and I think it should not matter whether a particular Committee put forward

a particular recommendation, whether a particular recommendation is right or
wrong. The Governgent of India has its own responsibilities. We are not to ~
trouble about what should have taken place. That is irrelevant. & . ‘

The Hon’ble Sir Azizul Huque: I am in substantial agreement with what
Sir C. P. Ramaswamy Iyer says about this. ‘

The Hon'ble Sir. Chhotu Ram _(Punjab): What 1 suggest is this: -that

after all the question of control has t0 be decided by the Government of India

apd before the Government of India comes to a decision the Punjab as a surplus
Province has a right to be heard. That is what-I contend. One point more to

which T may be allowed to draw your attentjon. This was never referred to in
the terms of reference. What we were considering was the, question of a
reasonable level of prices and not control of prices. -

.The Hon'ble Sir Azizul Hugue: This is a recommendation of one of the
Sub-Committees and I take it-that this is agreed to by all the Provinces and
States except the Punjeb whe. feel ~ that the existing price policy should be

departure is to be made, Punjab should be consulted. \

continued and if any 1
A Member: In Sub-Committee ‘C” this- was discussed and lost by a

majority. Though no proceedings were recorded it is a%fact which could be

ascertained. . : ‘ . : ,
The Hon'ble Sir Azizul Huque: But this is agreed to by the Conference as

a whole. o : oo

. The words ‘‘regional basis’’ should be omjtted.

Mr. Bolton (Sind):

,The Hon'ble Sir Azizul Huque: you t
regionsl basig with co-ordination bétween regions. .

Mr. Bolton (8ind): I withdraw my objection. I am sorry I did not hear
tje last portion of your sentence. . - . L ; ’

The Hon’ble Sir Azizul Huque: The fourth point is that energetic steps
niust be taken to ease and facilitate transport with the distribution plan. I
take it that this is agreed to by all. - ‘

The Hon'ble Sir Azizul Hugue: Fifthly, as an indtrument for con{rdl both.
“in respect of physical control, gud of exercising an lrgﬁue.nce- on prices, the
Foodgrains Control Order must be given vigorous applicatjon evérywhere and

tion of this should be carried out.

I hope you have noticed my words “‘on

~

‘.

+
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Sl Mudie (UL P Personally 1would be very much opposed to food drives
at the present moment. .

The Hon'ble Sir Azizal Hueque: But this has been the view ol (tertuiu'uf

the Committees.  The guestion is whether it is agreed o by the Conference.
The point which 1 wunt to siress is thut there is no  doubt that 1t will be
aceepted that there is cousiderable wnount of hoarding in the country and the
only way in which this hoarding can be checked is the vigorous applicution of
the Foodgrains Countrol Order sl therefore unless there is going to be an appli-
cation of this Ovder und unless the Provineinl and State representatives are
prepared to face the responsibility of taking some decision us to how they arve,
soing to tackle the problem of howrding you are not going to have the surplus
which we intend to give you from some of the surplus provinees; otherwise we
might fur hetter abandon the iden that we can deal with the question of surplus
snd defieits.  So far ws that portion is concerned [ put it to the Conference and
want to know whether it agrees to it. | would be only too glad to know if any
province differs and those who are not in favour of this clanse of the Foodgrains
Control Order.  Will those who are not i favowr of it kindly raise their hands.
(Dissentient—U. 1I’. only). ’
. The Hon’bte Sir Cliliofu Ramn (Punjab): I would like to make it clear thut
we agree to this proposition on the assumption that the Foodgraing Control
Order does not apply to the producer iimself, T want to he clear in my view
that if there is a producer who produces 10,000 mds. even he should not be
affected. .

The Hon'ble Sir Azizal Hugque: At present it docs affect a producer pro-
ducing 50 mds: and gwer. »

Mr. Bolton {Sind): The Foodurains Control” Order is capuble of being suit-

ably tightened up especially in its application to certain areds. ~For instance,

when we adopted this order in the beginning of this vear we put the figure as
5 mds. and not 50, 1 feel that the provinces should be able to modify this
limis. - . '
The -How'ble Sir Azizul Huque: T have taken note of it and T can assure
vou that it will be taken up immediately.  So far as the Punjub is concerned,
"it can he taken for granted that it is not in its favour at all whatever the
quantity may be: f

The Hon'ble Sir Chhotu Ram (Punjab): In respeet of his (producer’s) owi

produce. . - :
The Howble Sir Azizul Huque: Quite so. Whether a certain amount of

Intitude and freedom should not he given to Provinces to determine the quota
under which thev will operate so far as the Foodgrains Control Order i3 con-
cerned. . i

_The Hon'ble Str Chhotu Ram {Punjab): It will be much more in accord-
ance with the facts if T state that the Foodgraing Control Order as it stands- at
vresent we are prepared to work  because, it gives diseretion to Provineial
Govertnnents to apply it or not.

The How'ble Sir Azizul fluque: We are glad to know that you are prepared
{9 work it as it stands at present. ) - .

The Hon'ble Sir Azizul. Huque: The Hon’ble the Finance Member would
like to know the reasons by which Mr. Mudie justifies his dissent.

Mr. Mudie (U. P): Well, Sir, we have an order for 5 mds. We have not

enforced it very strictly, because I do not think in the present conditions of

arrivals in towns it is possible to have any appreciable anmount of hoarding.

But if we find anyone with large stocks, we could forfeit them. My objection
was that anything that you might be thinking of in the -forin of anti-hoardifty -
arrve must be having o very bad effect. Tt is unnecessary in principle. The
neighbouring districts of Bulandshalir are anuch better now than Bulandshahr
itself. The thing is so tricky that I-would not like to try that in other districts
in case thig drying.up is experienced there. T think that after all vou cannob

S}Op_hoarfling in this manner. The great thing that encourages hoarding is. a
ri:e In prices, . [ ) . [
The Hon,blt’ Sir .Tp'r("my Raisman (Finche Dept,): B‘-lt You are .‘!]SO 0}"[’086({

o price control. .
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Mr. Mudie (U. P.): No, Sir, 1 was not present at that meeting. - I think
there was some misunderstanding about that. We ourselves did carry on price
control in U. P. I think the best anti-hoarding, the best control measure, is
ihe sccumulation of stocks in Government hands, - You can put on the st-ocks
ai & price which does not go up ‘with the inflation of the currency. That is to
say, if you can do that you
prics had gone fairly high as much as 4 seers a rupee. We put on stocks at': ﬁt?
seers o rupee. Grain did ot stop comung Im. We lowere(! the price. Grall
stil]l came in. That I think is the most effective anti-hoarding measure. That
is my objection to free-trade. Everyone knows that prices are going to rise and
“they will hoard. Bfit I am against a house to house search. .

Mr. Williams (Bihar): Mr. Chairman, 1 want to say something about this.
Mr. Mudie’s remarks reopen the whole  question, this cumbersome question, of
‘State action to control prices for each commodity. We decided to enforce the
Foodgrains Control Order and conducted an anti-hoarding drive in Bihar in the
rura] areas, but the chaotic conditions of free-trade and the panic caused by
it made things quite impossible for the time being. I take it that the Provincial
Governments must decide the form in which they will attempt to overcome this
difficulty. '

Mr. Ansorge (Bihar): May I also draw your attention to the recommenda-
‘tion .of our Committee, namely that there must be an announcement or indica-
‘tion that the ceiling prices that we may fix in our region are liable to a decline

‘80 that it may help in bringing on stocks, to the gsarkets. (

The Hon’ble Sir Azizul Huque: 1 proceed.with the recommendations. The

next one is ‘‘As an instrument for control both in respect of physical control

discourage dealérs from hoarding. Last year the

and of exerting an influence on prices, the Foodgrains Control Order must be

given vigorous application everywhere and that food drives in execution of this
-ghould be carried out.”” So far as the Punjab is concerned, I take it that it is
evidently opposed in terms of the remarks which Sir Chhotu Ram has made,
but beyond that it is "agreed to apply the Order. (Agreed).

Sixth recommendation is "‘As a means of securing equitable distribution
-and of comtrolling prices in urban areas, the rationing of such areas in a pro-
gressively increasing measure must ¢ resorted to.”’ (Agreed). The seventh
recommendation is:—‘‘To facilitate supply, transport and administration, the
financial settlement for supplies st suld be direct as between the surplus and
-deficit Governments and without the intervention of the Centre”. - (Agreed).

A Member: May I take it that the deficit Province will place sums in
.advance ? . - ‘ '

" Major-General Wood: That is a matter of detail.”

The Hon’ble Sir Azizul Huque :- Whether payment should be made later on In
advance is a matter entirely of detail. - _

The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy (Bengal): I do not understand. Does this
mean that the process of procurement hitherto followed, namely that the Cen-
tral Government: procures and then sends it on to the various Provinces, and
then there is a financial adjustment between the Centre and the Provin,ees-_
whether that is going to be abandoned?

The Hon’ble Sir Azizul Hugue: No. That continues. It is merely o question
-of financial adjustment. . ) .

The last recommendation is: ‘‘Metal coinage and consumers goods should
be made more freely available as & means of securing greater surpluses from
the cultivator”’. (Agreed). - ‘ )

Major-General Wood would now like to make certain remarks,
~ Major-General Wood (Secretary, Food Department): I wanted o make a
few general remarks because we have now reached again the same point we

- reached in February, where we seemed to have gobt a substantial measure of

agreement of policy, and. it is necessary—it certainly is necess

head mechanic of any scheme that has got to be f}(;llowed—t:rze;?igem(zr?s ?ﬁe
rest is now a matter of the administration) that it is essential that we shall no:
pursue the same path as the one after the last Conference in February. Havin
reached a course of policy, the administrative action to put the policy into eﬁ'ec%



- - ) Sir C. P. Ramaswami Iyer (Travancore): I may at once mention this that
’ . w I 50 to pub some iacts/before you with ?elhtcﬂri I'lto i{adicgl (la)hjczlction to the:i Ceptﬁ': .tak'i{lg 1(11p1this r%s&)ox;sik{ility, but we
was iserably inadequste. am going t0 pub 8 : D | eel that 1t may be burdensome and might involve delays. We feel as a matter
regurd to the field of administration under three hem;mgs. puslf pk:;xlx],isc;)sni::}?e ‘ of greater convenience that this mubual arrangement between ﬁhe curplus wnd
tt d administrative matters. With regard to the basic plan, We are ' deficit Provinces will work better. This is a matter of function rather. than a
E‘r‘;t c;?h:; of the united effort to adjust the bagic plan food figures. e ) - ‘matter of administration. .

1 willion tons in, deficiency. It is no use asking me a8 heHad mechaInic 'gggfl;‘; The Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy (Bengal): May T explain? T am relying of
this machine. I have no territory. 1 have no hogrdis. $ ::2 51121 -milglﬁ) LB course practically and wholly on_the Centre to su;_)p]_Y the Province, since my
find this 1 million tons deficiency? The deficits as declar good neighbours have disclaimed the major portion of their responsibilities.

the surpluses ure 1'3 million. So, I am left hofdling a nice baby weighing 8o, from that point of view I would certainly rely entirely upon the inspection

1 1uillion tons. I do not wish to resurrect this contrqversy—-—.made unnece:ssaril)i ] by-the Centre. Bus, if at any time, we are able to purchase any stock from
bitter at times—about statistics. I will only mention this that the (Jent”f our neighbours, (for instance Orissa was prepared to sell us something) in that
Government has no axe to grind. We have no interests to serve. Our 5.°e_ . cage we could send our own inspecting officers, that is, in the case of direct
desire is to be fair all-round. If at all any of the Provinces and States thm'k transactions. - & , § » . .
that the Central Government have got their knife into thc_am, T assure you it 18 , - Major-General Wood: We will ask you please, if you would, each of you
a moab unfair statement. There is only one answer to this as far as I can sce. _present here, give your views by tomorrow morning to Mr. Abhyankar who will
If T am going to be left with this 1 million ton baby,—this gap betw_eiln thwe ‘be present in this room.% = | TREOW , "
gurplus and the deficit—let all Provinces and States plelzairlal Uniﬁ:ﬁf:: I ’;‘:m I will now a8s on -to control matters which have already been the sub-
" that the only means I have at my command is to take all the procu d - ject of some detailed discussion. There is one thing more than. another
get from the North-West Frontier ?'}‘:"mb@’ t}f‘mmelss?d‘ snd from Bibar ap which is an intractable problem before us in this food administration and that
it i . nothin . : . an
a'tt")e’lr‘!?ltgt J;?hgf ulgelgr:nsr:zt?;?:e‘ga%ut w}?yv efrom th% Provinte of Bihar which 'is i: :lga:izuaeir::ﬁro?o:t%nptgy:;?lhcoxllltro'l olver zhel gOOdf)' And, Ygu W:in take
" ) : v ! j 1ch physical control can be exercised, is directly
deficit? . . . the degree of success in-influenci trollin i 8 Lo Use. i
Mg . into details. I am dealing with - 1 : necing or controlling prices. It is uo use, in mv
Ma]lorx;g:&i:al I;V%c:; i;oIp: °2§’;’;ﬁ1ﬁf$i }&  whatever révised basic plan o.pmlor.ll,1 to publish a statement tomorrow to say that wheat will pe Rs. 10 and
Srmoes wo.s5all s gespare, wa shil oy eod e thiv matter fn coneulte oo Bs. 16 The only thing that will happen is that the entire fow of
o e geickly s possib o, o hope that if diy - Proviios on Sietkin the oodgrains would gradually dry up and you will have double the rices that thi
.Sggration‘of the plan in the next months discovers that it has more, 3t will GOgntry has ever seen. Physical control does not necessarily nlx)ean POSSBSSi(:li
e o . ’ ' ~ and ownership of the . Physi R , ‘
BOﬁIfy %ggng?ﬂ;n with the basic plan,.I would like to mention this, that the all the goo‘cls? There ig:d : valrzgzsli? ;zntrgl dogs ‘Dot exclude Dosgession over
;lnscibility for catering to the needs first of the Essential Services—by that control. - Control is always there. Bus {Sdm o ich you cen exercise physical
;e?g'ean the Railways, Posts and Telegraphs, etc.—and after that to essentisl basis for any control we are gbiﬁg” td-centemp?a:: gi%:s:hgof ytgou tha\f'}vghere Sy
ar industries is the responsibility of the .Province and State and will remain - $alking of comtrol of supplies er control - She future. When we are
&f r:sponsibility of the Province and State and that we will never -accept the “#tomo .or corner stone of it isn I;ZQOfF%r;;e or, cong-ol of anything, the key
ctatement of any Province or State that they cannot discharge thase respons- f}’loodgli?ms - Control  Order should ' be b,‘.og::ﬁs in::tmlﬁ O:'der and the
ibilities. R ‘ . L ) roughout -India supported b - AL Ao - eftective  operation”
! Having settled th;t questiﬁnl,) ax&c‘)thc:rﬁmatber‘of a%n;imstra:ﬁm t\;vvuthGregaxjd ord;rifs are intended” I;[; be in yexgsﬁ?izlrlx Zt's Aaére%l;f&?: . axéd tre%uisition |
) ic plan is that it will be direct financing as between the two (Govern- ~and for no oth ‘ 1 oL th odgrams  Control Ord
:geﬁg.baflzvguld like to give you a word of explanation with regard. to inspec- country to b:in;rs&tﬁos];d;f hv:e‘ glet going certamb such orders in th?:
tion. We are ab a dead end. We have proposed that in certain parts of the ~Banibyeinto food administrat‘ui}}: "'bi:cih;;on?‘ﬂ lam(ia further #f we are to bring
country, panels for inspection composed of firms should be arranged. We can- _chonlff take ‘all steps to requisition. Iy »is'@t‘;’;l’ﬁéoarde? Provinces and States
not proceed with this matter because the views of Provinces and States are so 18 going 4o fnean control or loss of control. I woﬁll.fblm's COHKOI Order which
diverse, and T would like to know—if it were possible to know today—whether : rl)?oj:?t;v:eglf;‘m}fg In order t6 get a grip upon the su]l;lj?cf; t(? Htlhthmlt?"hiih
the surplud> and deficit Governments would prefer to go on a basis entirely on which we are trying to achieve. The ébiscti e ultimate
the same lines-as finance. That is to say, the deficit Government will arrange grela)atest ,fne‘asure of control ?md it is when we aiZCt;V,rzp‘;fl 311r.~i<_)ntpol is the
for. it own inspection in conjunction with the surplus Governmens. Would ;u (;)tantul urban area in this country that we will have chievzdl-omng every
the Conference generally agree to that? The proposition at the present . not know the extent of the needs of the urban areas nd 1 o object
moment is this; will the Central Government proceed to set up Central arrange- fhati- .I‘am told that ‘cl.lere 13 a domestic deficit even m@ rural apologise for
ments for inspection or will it be a domestic mattér bet®een the surplus and ‘_};e pownt of ’Qhe matter is that we cannot ration until we have soareas' But
‘the deficit Governments? , , - ¢ t.supply behind the rationing scheme and the security 6f suppl nl;eehgegunt
Some representatives: It should befhe- Central Governmens, .:zx;lmnﬁg scheme is the Foodgrains Control Order and I must clc)}x)lf)(ress thmt it
Phé Hon'ble Sir Azizul Huque: I would like to be more def_imte on this point. o &‘:V at dlsheartening to the Food Department when sskin o ‘s at it is
Those who are in favour of the Central Government arranging the inspecflon cﬁr 1€ Improvement of this order, and for its amendment togfg;;l ggestions
 ageney will kindly. raise their hands, I see: Bombay, Medras, Bengal, Puniab, (z courtesy of g feply. It is essential that surplus provir’lces b ‘cl(()1 get even
Orissn, Assgm and certain States. - . . enforce 1t. They, ‘should not later on say that it does not a Ty cgree to
Now, those who are in favour of the two purchasing anq selj; . 8o much about control ' ;v Q0€s not apply to them.
" arranging between themselves the inspection organisatio vf'llmlg' Provm(:.es recommendationg ;lbr?,t matters that we were talking about. Mv View of the
e ds. T seo: U. P, Bihat, N.-W. F. P. and some & N 'el : kindly raise havé physical oon, (; ~price control is tht}t price control ig éasy when we
T 4d still hope that you will come to dn agreement before tomS' : o the Punjab made jo. over the stocks.  Lét us not repeat the mistake that
-~ {(Replying to a question e-émt by Mr. Bolton). The point is }(;l'row. . . control when the ! year. Those mistakes were of trying to impose pri
‘principle should.be accept ‘because we must know what > that the general . form of phys le s were not with them and were : price
- . ¥Fop.inetence, -1 may-put the question to Sir ¢, Pp. Rama Wwe are going t9 do. Chhoty Bar}n) cf rol. - (It was the mistake of the C
-7 0 o » . eswami Tyer. . . K suggest a procedure for the nex

. Which we should accepPag g

o (T2
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rain C ow.
provinces. The first is that we must apply the Foodgrain Control Order n

i i he t and.
Secondly in surplus areas see that the supplies come freely into the marke

i i it is just the time to undertake an activity
Whilﬁ tl}g:i Salipp(}léi'sertl)fr{r;;;lsohgif}é lIl'gcetntly1 undertaken in connection with ftl:;(f;;—
?jod (eirive. gl would draw your attention to the fact that tl;e Oz\aciziss 0 e
Bengal food drive is not so much in respect of 1,00()dt(t),_ns 010f ,tmde ha\;e iy
during the progress of this drive that the whole rfounsz} 1;113 ,
shaken and the pricks have come down by Rs. 5 to tb. L e ot of one
been tirred into activity. I should like to mention ?,’ y o cxample of one
administration in this country; a surplus administration, w JDave said tmo
and again and so mean what they say, that unless we have got the g

in the Punjab by the end of the har\fest year, we will feel that we haYe not done
our duty.

i  administrati hould like to
me to the third point—about administration. T sl id

talkN;)k‘:;u]t: &?e sufficiency of staff with which to dealﬁthlz a%m{ngihagiozg.nd Aixll1
Inspectorate staff is not sufficient for the Food grai:f s fng‘ls Egét-oiﬁcers d
that conection I would like to mention that the"stam. Ot‘ 11IS O -
be strengthened to permit them to carry out their obligation under the “oot
i Control Order. The Foodgrains Control Order as it stands to ay p nits
tgt::ulll&:ze of non-officials and it is something like a pe;sonlal xlrcx'mt tcl)“ ;:t uP;l:s o
He ean go round snd can collect, 5, 10 or 15 people in checking the
inspecting stocks of merchants or any one else.

Next I would like to mention provincial and states hfeiigl;?rﬂi?e ogrgg.r;iarr

tion. In India we have got about 13 prownceSdepm:ng S e e

ohase officers with other officers helping them and In e o ime. officor

“ officer. We have one case of a large province Whlc};l . f?iscet pwe e over

who spends half of his day in an Improvement Truﬁ Ofice. We oo ere. nre

get hold of him. This organisation has got to be 'tu'l nopuce taming to rails

matters to be attended to that brook no delay and i 1She s wrong. We have

ways or any one else and saying that you are wro{}g, %l the & ult on the

ot to put ourselves right. In my own office I realise 1t ot replies £ very

gd ihisgcrative side is bthat there is mo information. -We ge ' }E) é AT

’ ?evlglletters. We get on somehow. We cannot get on upless “le:i hd',\.“"v e

tion. I mention it to vou that in the first eight weeks we shoul m,{v %mm o

iy .L'eports o foodgrains. We’ o al::l(i\‘fx?olgitot%int? h:?:i !:.:1:3“ dil");r:t nothing

o It’cliili]elz;'tinltllgrem‘;’?ign. S(Im\?i'((:ﬁlrllcl ask you that ‘this information be givené

li\fflgzIOSW?ireéﬂifjce is suffering from a very serious an;l ti;lrave stra&r;‘.m]\lvciaﬂ}lla;; iggs

11 executive officers of the senior grade. Five of them are o taclly being

* nervous or mental exhaustion. The Food Departmern‘fi 1st}1110rx Ilrhq;;e e

carried on by 4 or 5 officers. We have got to help each other. i Cﬁic fo Joo

: t I do appeal to you to please staff all the dl_strlc officers ¢

Ziﬁgysgzﬁoigi to givémtzhem a chance toiapply the Fop(l.g:‘an;s Ccntrol Order.

‘. Please staff your provinces and states for the food administration.

i just to this point
[ to finfsh with a note of bluntness. I have come j ' point
. tha% xagltl tcl)le three davs of the deliberatlogs no fﬁmet 'hasism[?;‘i 21:1:1 Il')e;:é:{u;ef
‘ is ‘ar Food administration is |
to. the fact that there is a war on. ' : b and parce) of
i & er prosecution of war a proper grip o > Fo
%us Wtar’ntth?st rfg;est;:rvp;(;pd t-hI;s congideration and (?thers should Qvep-mde the
se?fp ?r;gll'gqt which so blatantly displayed itself in ﬂ(l‘ls Co:feren((lze i tth}?_ for?;-
a e it | i f others. Cannot we do anything to
of domesti¢: interests to the exchmpn.o - oot we d ything to
i ’ hat regard “jus
:often down these interests, domestic mtergsts. [ wo in that reg i
:r(;(fetnetrilon?(;:lr; thing.  There are certain provinces which follow a policy of1 (;e{)f
interest. They say we have to build up our reserves and then we shou e

able™o let others have something. In the meantime, we have nothing to feed
Travancore, to feed Bombay and to feed Bengal.

The Hon'ble Sir Azizul Huque: T hope we will now adjowm till 8 P.M.
Mr, Mehta will then meet provincial representabives s.md I understand there is &
very important matter which will be taken up. I will report the result of your

Normal trading has.
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deliberations in a simmary o be

! x placed before H. K. the Viceroy and membera
- pi.the Executive Council and. we

~ ‘abandoned in Bengal,

-~

T am unsble to a
_ ;;ihe‘ possibility of the Fo ing

: will meet again tomorrow at 11 A.m.
Mr. ngl'tt (Bo_mbay.): 1 suppose you have noted my suggeations.
The Hon ble Sir Azizul Hugue: 1 have taken u note of every point which
you h?ve said,. for or against. I have discussed every point that has been
_Taised and domorrow I may be able to state our final views. 1 made it quite
clear that the question as o what would be our ultimate decision is a matter
which should wait till fomorrow when I hope, I will be able to muke the
position clear, . } v :
The 'Hon’ble Mr, S‘;hra;vardy (Bengal): T do say, Sir, that it free-trade is
L will ask you and your Secretary to consider that -
have nothing by which to feed our populatiz’)n. ‘ ! -
. Mr. Ansorge (Bihar):
ke to know, Bir, whether the Provincial Governments i it
! » Bir, , king thes -
tions (accelerated purchage can rely upon the § cial seginteNing ® o
Government. A reference )on b e g astistan
ov;lmment to the Government of Indig.
. ajor-General Wood il di i
n tZ resG eral | o;) A 1 will lecuss that with you after the conference ang
Pecy 1 wanted to tell the House that Mr. Christie and myselt il
present hero with the time table after tho 1| Yoo Vil be
boo

W 4 pienary session tom H
4 up timings for any representative who o, orning,
with us for the whole of Fyi

-3 M g
may wish to discuss an
the Gontorors, ™2 day afternoon and the whole of Saturday.ygixotb}:fz‘e:»
of Hydoot s andllr\l/[(;‘gzz ésligul vteﬁ mI\{lch appreciate if the Tepresentatives
A ould meet Mr, Hume to talk ahout del 3
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whole. All P‘rovinci.al and State Governments must therefore take immediate
speps to organise a vigorousy anti-hoarding drive. In spite_ of the many apprehen-
sions that were expressed by some about the wisdom or the effectiveness lof
such & course at the previous Food Conferences, the recent action of the Gov-
ernment of Bengal, as you have heard from the Bengal Delegate, has been an
unquestioned success. I do hope that the Government of Bengai without any
fgrther delay will take similar measures for the greater Caleutta a;'ea. A mer-
ciless attack on the hoarder and profiteer musy therefore be immediately
launched throughout India by all Governments and States. During the last

three days many speakers urged the compelling necessity of strong measures

m this direction. As I emphasized In my opening speech no Government worth
th'e name can allow & state of affairs to develop, in which certain individuals
with the most reprehensible criminal instinets, however privileged they may

be, can be allowed to hoard and secrete stocks of food while thousands of hungry .

men and women are on the verge of starvation and death. So long as the

grower is assured of a reasonably fair price for his products under the present

condllt,lops of things, any measure to save human lives is not only justified bub
also eminently necessary. Strong action therefore against the hoarder and the
proﬁteer_;thereforg is Indicated not only as the need of the hour, but as the
very basis on which our future food policy stands to succeed or fail. *

. The Government of India have further decided that rationing in urban areas
should be taken up in a progressively increasing measure and’ almost imme-

-~

diately, in order' to get a firm control over the food situation prevailing in the -

country as a whole. As you are aware, this has already been’ enforced with &
considerable measure of success in large cities like Bombay, and in ‘some of the
,States_.‘ I need not emphasize the advantages of rationing. They dre” well
}mown in'so far as it prevents the large cities of a State or Province from becom-
ing a bottomless drain with regard to the amount of foodgrains poured inté them
from time to time. The result of any shortage or difficulty in the availabiliby
of foodstuffs in urban areas, is immédiately reflected in bitter public criticism
and campaigns directed against the efficiency, and quite often even against
the good faith of the Provincial authorities. Unless rationing is introduced i
urban areas, it will not be possible for the Provincial Governments to obtain &
firm control over the local food situation. Preparatory measures for rationing
of at'least the urbsn areas should therefore be immediately taken up.

" As regards financial settlement as between surplus and deficit provinces
in the matter of sale and purchase of foodstuffs, the Government of India have
agreed to your recommendation that these matters may be settled by the respec-
tive Governments direct and without the intervention of the Centre. As a
corollary to this the Government of India also agree that subject to agreement
of the Central Government in cach case, deficit provinces and States should be
- free within the limits of their basic quota to make a direct approach to the
surplus areas and wherever possible make direct transport arrangements with
the rall.way or shipping authorities. Such transaction would of course have to
be carried out entirely by the purchasing agency of the surplus area concerned..
I am sure that this meets the point of view of-those of you like Travancore,
Cochin and Bengal,-for example, that are unfortunately in the most dire distress'.
today. In taking this decision, the Government of India have’ been guided by
the sole consideration that while they will do, on their part, their beftgnd will
lgnake every possible effort to secure for these distressed areas ag much as‘l ossible
in present circumstances, the deficit Government should, also .be‘ ivenpa free
hand within certain general principles, to explore all possible avgnues them-
selves, so tMat everything that is humanly possible and feasible should be done

to' prevent the inevitable calamity that will otherwise ensue if food supplies do -

not reach these areas in time. ‘

As regards your other recommendation abeut the nec eésity for making

metallic coins and consumers good X )
. : ers goods more freely available, the Government of

. and the matter is

undgrthei»z;ngnxibus consideration. But T have been asked
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“such administrative measures as they may thin
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by my Hon’ble colleague the Finance Member, to assure you that his Depart-
ment is paying every attention to this problem, and I can myself assure you
that the Government of India will do their best to see that the. present shortage
of consumers goods is cotrected as soon as possible. You are aware that it is
solely for this reason that we in the Industries Department, are taking vigorous
steps to ensure the supply of cheap cloth throughout India, and various other
measures are under the active consideration of the Government of -India as a
whole. ' : ‘ '
As regards your apprehensions that the long range planning Committee might
take up, the consideration of free-trade and thereby reinstitute the recent uncer-
tainty in the food situation, I have been asked by the Government of India to
declare that free-trade as” an immediate practicable expedient is not pessible
under existing war conditions. I assure you that free-trade ‘will not be consi-
dered except as an objective for the return of normal conditions. The-long-range
Planning Committee will still have enough to do. There are many facets of
this most difficult food problem—executive, administrative, statutory amd legal,
i : But whatever their retommendations
may be,’ they will have to be discussed by the representatives of the States and
Provinces in a similar Conference, which we propose tp convene early in Septem-
ber next, and I can assure you that we shall not take Sny, decision without fullest

We now come to the vexed question of prices which has formed the subject .
of muéh of your discussion and debate. In view of the varied opinions expressed, » -
the Government of India have decided that there should not be any statutory
fization of maximum prices at the present stage. As you are aware, the efforts
of the Government of India have for some time past been specially directed
towards the stabilization of all prices including those of foodstuffs. The serious °
inflationary position in India is engaging the most careful .congiderstion of the
Government of India, and while some steps have already. been taken, still others
are in contemplation. The Governmient of ‘India will therefore mostv_carefullly.l
watoh the price of all food commodities in relation to the general price level,
and while it is- n6t the intention to fix any statutory price ceiling at present, but
4o continue to influence the prices through such methods and manner as are
slready in force, they will take every,.possible step to brmg‘.down the general
price level, to stabilize the prices of all commodities.  Simultaneously the

Government of India intend that Provinces and States will be lefts free to take’
k necessary to bring prices under
control withiti their regions. ; ' . . ' ) " '
The question as to what further legislative changes are necessary 1 the

" Foodgrains  Control Order with a view to make it more practical and drastic

" make another appeal to you to conside

~ cannot take every possible measure to save humaen lives.

or to take other powers in pursuance of our common poliey, is also engaging
the attention of Government. As regards the introduction of these new changes,
T have been asked to state that the Government of India will shortly announce
the date from which they will be operative in all Provinces. Till @hgn ’Fhe exist-
ing position will stand, but Government hope to bring the new pr1n01p1gs into

operation as soon as possible.
Existing contracts—In announcing this T am to point out that it is essentiul
that contracts for export from one province to another made }mder free-trade
conditions in the Eastern Zone, prior to the date of the restoration of provineial
control, shduld be fully honoured with no attempt to avoid them in any way,
4nd the movement of foodgrains in fulfilment of those contracts should not in
any way be hampered. '
Appeal—That, gentlemen, concludes the announcement ’oha‘g T was autho-
rized to male on behalf of the Government of Tndia. Before T sit down, let me
r the seriousness of the position in certain
“of the deficit provinces and Stabes. War calls for great sacrifices. You may
not give any thing if you have not. But do give what you do nob need. Sacrifice

‘means something from your share also, and society will be meaningless if we
' We are on our greatest



triul and let us transcend beyond all considerations of profit, gain, hoard er
profiteering, and stand on the highest plane of humanity and patriotism.
With a vote of thanks to the Chair, the (‘onferen(:g terminated.

APPENDIX.

Reports or SuB-COMMITIEES

Terms of Reference.—The following terms of reference were suggested as a basis for
cousideration by the sub-Committees :— )

*“What short-term policy is recommended in respect of the territory covered by the Sub-
Committee having regard to the meed for :(— ) o

{a) An effective and full utilisation of the domestic resources of the territory.

(b) Efficient and timely procurement on hehalf of Government when such action is neces-
.sary.

)(Ic) A reasonable level of prices, and . Y

{d) An equitable distribution of the resources of the territory over the territory.’

ReporT oF Sus-CoMMITTEE “‘A”’,

Sus-Commirter ““A”,—Consisting of the following areas :—

Bengal [including Cooch Behar. Sikkim, Tipperah and Mayurbhang and Chhatisgarh
States (less Nundgaon, Khairgarh, Chhuikhadan and Kawardha)]; Bihar, Assam (and Assam
States), and Orissa (and Orissa States).

Resolution No. 1.—The Sub-Committee recommend, Bengal dissenting, that the powers of
controlling movements and prices of food grains as they were before free trade was introduced,
-should "be vestored forthwith to the Provinces and states of the Eastern Region, as the
best means of mobilising the resources of the entire Region and ensuring fair distribution
throughout the Region.  The Bengal Government objects to this recommendation but are
‘prepared to agree provided their requirements of 90 lacs maunds of rice and/or wheat,
including their immediate requirements, until the 31st December 1943, are ensured.

Resolution No. 2.—The Sub-Committee recommend that ceiling prices should be fixed for
each foodgrain in each unit of the region in parity with each other, with due regard to the
prevailing market prices and local conditions in each unit of the region. Further more it
should be announced as a settled policy, of Government and the States that these prices will
be progressively reduced in each of the provinces and states concerned as circumstances
permit. The Committee consider that the ceiling price for Bengal should be fixed at Rs, 20
per maund wholesale for coarsé rice, and the price in other units should be fixed in parity.

Resolution No. 3.—The Sub-Committee is of the opinion that all bonafide contracts made
under the free trade arrangements for export prior to the date on which the Government
of India reach a. decision to restore provincial control, shall be honoured and the movements
in fulfillment of these contracts will not be hampered. The operation of this clause will he
subject, where necessary, to the arbitration of the Regional Food Commissioner.

Resolution No. §.—The Committee record the following with regard to the Food Grains
Control Order :—
~ (a) The Foodgrains Control Order and the power of requisitioning in its support should
be utilised to the fullest extent to prevent the holding of excessive stocks both by producers
and l‘ge:zl_ers, ‘

o ssam proposed that in order to restore the effectiveness of the i

Order the amendment of the 28th May, 1843, by which licences granted iot;ig;a{l)r;gwfczng?el

%‘:t;:)tr:‘lﬁ“(c}a(‘)l\llir:zllégt in 'F}?gt?;:'ogEEVIgget}?f Ehe Egtsttem hRegi}?n ;hould'be withdrawn by the

ShO?{]d kl’e ot o e pne Codncil.y« ¢ Lommittee thought that this was a matter which
esolution No. 5,—The Committee ‘are of the o inion that i -

ment account and a machinery should be set up bli' the recipizgrllt ];f(?\fits(‘;r:u?(b)rbin(s)gri(éovgxgb

all such imports are brought into consumption within the province. T : &

T th s e, . . . . - .
only ufl‘brezl;sgit.a». permit should be given by the exporting province to its authorised agents

. Bengal dissenting with the sccond part of the resolution,
© In provinees should also be permitted to be made cither thr

or through a trade agent of the importing province who
exXport permits.

are of the opinion that purchases
ough a central purchasing agency
may. also be given the necessary

i RerorT oF Sus-Commitrse ‘B,
" Sus-CommrTTEER “B’,—Consisting of the followin a8 :
Rajputana States Ajmer-Merwara Gw’lfior Centr%l afr??lsi s ! ‘ ‘
. » , alior, a States (West tion includ-
llr:]gq ]‘I:d((;reB,“Malwa., Bhopal and Bhopal Agenqy States), Ka.thiawar( (i(;scf‘:girf)go rI]hZ‘(lihanput,
-Th(nc 1jayanagar and Sabar Kantha Agency States), Cutch, Baroda and Gujerat States.
e Committee’ prepared estimates of- ¥ ’
comprising Region No. VI. These esgi e o efict In
-The Sub-Commltteg adopted the following resolutions :—
1. This Sub-Committes is strongly of the view—
(a) that a policy of Free Trade will be disastrous.

{b) that the Central Government shoul
ree Trade at least for the duration o? “t}?eag::.u ce tha

mates arc shown in the statement, below.

¢ they would not vadopt the policy of

major foodgrainh, for the areas

Ve
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i ini basic procurement plan
ig 8 i i hatically of the opinion that the bas ¥
h I{d ’l];: ];rzg:,vgg n;’rit}:}:,t:: l:s:r?gr iﬁe duyration of the war and its working further nnpro:re
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zlil:poszl of such stocks right down to the consumer. 1 sim ot adopting & policy of
1V. The Sub-Committee feels that Central Governmest shoul d'c};fmr:nb o & Pder o
iform m‘:\ximum prices payable to the producer (cultwabor)l.m tls efrom Gwalio;' n e
:'géid disparity in price levels in adjoining areas. (The delegate:

dissenting). C . . t. of India be im‘rited to congidgr
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VI. In the interest of a successful prosecu Bt Blam of allocation prepared by the
is of the opimon that subiech wdagggrigggivﬁ;h:nit: 8:;i'}lould deal direct with each-other as

; . ‘ : ivi ivi d 1ot
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E

i the Food Department. - . o .
thr(;;lflh t':‘l:a:.n :gtl;::i:gf m:y be -introduced in the case of all urban popnlation on the basis

5 tes
of uniform individual rdtions, wheréver practicable. (Adopted by 7 votes for and 5 vote

! s stedh " opini that the procurement of foodgrains
' - ittee is strongly of the opinion the p ins
v\;iﬂvizl'gr{;?ysaziﬁgzgg bey a substarftial increase of metal coins in the currency as agains

paper money. . ‘ 5 o
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Reeonr or Sus-ComMrrrem ("', ~
%Lé;%“omli\rum;a 'L}"l’)u—(}onlsisting of the tollowing areus :—
ton No, 2—U. P. (including Rampur, Benares and Tehri ; | i
fieg! ) Pnares : arh Stutes] «
Indllea States (Eastern), viz., Bundhelkhand and Rewa, fchiwal Btates] and Contrad
Hzg;on IIVVo. 4—Madras (and Madras States), Mysore, Travancore, Cochin, and Coorg.
4 ?1‘?17" Co‘ 5.7~—Bombay, Deccan States, Hyderabad and Centyral Provinces and” Berar
o tllls Com;m‘ttee recomuicnds that Government of India, make a declaration before the
4 tol e Uonference ‘Lhat ddring the War the Government of India’s policy will be one of
Lonlxio 'l?k?'d xéot Free Trade in foodgrains, °°
- This Committec rccommends that the procurement plan be adhered to i inci
with the requisite alterations in ves f quantiti vich suggestod immedisE
i v T E spect of quantities which should be sugge i ;
by II?IQ lli‘lifymces and States concerned. 4 ¢ suggested immediately
. is Committee further -considers that the implementing of the pr
: : ' eme u > proposal to form a-
long term committee is certain to produce grave complications l-‘in the matteg- of p(;ic:s”:n:l.
avm]a’blh‘ty of sypplies, and thal the long-term committee should thercfore be abandoned.
teu?a'nrclihlm Cgmmxttelq is of the olpxmon lthat the proposed differentiation between short-
ter ong-term polrey is unsouud and that the constitution of a ** erm” G ittee
18 l\);)th unnecessary and undesirable, P of & "Leng term™ Committee
~—Procurement in surplus orvas —Kach Administrati i i
' reas —~Kacl stration should have discretion to use all
possible measaves to procure grain inm jts surplus areas and for that reason’ should be a:nlcrl
with powers a‘nd not restricted in the wse of those powers. o
’ Vl This Committee is of opinion that for procurement of supplics a Uovt. agency or
au {tlg“(inc\i"hqndél',_thqt:::mplete control of the administration concerned should be emgloyéd
. . is Committee recommends that rationing should be v L ¥ ' it
in it Protis Committee v 2 dd be resorted t? as far as possible
VII. This Committee recommends that with a view to help deficit aveas and reduce the
deficit and surplus areas 1o Increase their surplus, the CGovernment of India should
m;'rnqglate;y(la)rr?ngc tﬁﬁ' fthe lsupp)y to the Provinces Iﬁnd States on the basis of highest
priority o imported fertilisers and plant and macMnery for manufacture fertilisers
DA o) import p el vy manufacture of fevtilisers
IX. This Committee recommends that consumers’ i i i i
ni : goods including metallic cwurency in
the greatest quantities possible should be made available to cultivaton%; in the rural arzgs. l

Revorr or Sus-CoMyrties D,

%

4

Sus-CoMyprvee "DV —Legion No. [ consisting of the following arcas —

}Z"un]ah, Sind, Baluchistan, N. W F. R, Kashmir and Punjab States (less Tehri Garhwal)

) {he Hon’ble.Ghn}ulhn Sir Chhotu Rum pointed out that no difficulty was being experienc.—
et in the Punjab in so far as procurement of food supplies was concerned. There . was
room, howaver, he said for development of food sources if “alkaline lands could be cultivated
It was pointed out by him that it the Government of Ludia could give ¢ the Punjah the
difference between thie estimated cost  and 'actual cost of some irrigation schemes (the
difference would not be more than Bs. thwee crores) nearly half a million acres could = be
placed under food crops and the first results would be visible in 15 months.

M, Bolton from. Sind laid great emphusis on the fact that in Delhi available aveas were
not heing ploughed up and it was neccssary that these arcas should be sown with foodgrains
and vegetables and tha! the Qovemment of India should insist that the Public Works
Departiment of the Delbi, Province should undertake to utilise for producing food areas that
are at present .not under cul_tlvatiun. Mr. Thompson, Revenue Mimster, N.-W. F. Province
also stated that new areas, in that Province could he brought uMder cultivation. ’

On behalf of the Bahawalpur State, the Wahawalpur representative pointed out—and the
sugyestion was welcomed by the Committec—that where water was available, either of the
Sutlej ﬁzver 4;‘1' og the Chenab lr_xve(:', maximum use should be tmade of the available supplies
especially in flood times, and the Committee recorded that-the Gov
e o o e he Governments concerged should
_ Mr. Bolton then suggested (o the Committee that it wmight Le advisable to curtail the
production of oil-seeds and replace the area under oil-seeds by foodgrains. He pointed out
that if there was to he a deficiency of either, it had better be of oil-seeds than of foodgrains.
The Committee considered this question of oil-seeds and it was recorded that as at present
oil-seeds were not controlled the question should be left to the Government concerned to
deai with, ‘ : ) B .

The Committee then proceeded to consider the ‘question of minor dh i

mn als an
tl}llat I"quvu_xcléﬂ Enovemments should, as necessityqdictated, control movemegtslto‘;aghﬁior?ﬂ:

e - o . N . B " el
the c:nj:g:.e of the Government of India would be welcome in so far as destination was

-The next question taken up by the Committes was with regard to i i

: on t: 3 3 te vege -

_ apart from the cultivation of vegetables in Delhi as already suggested b th?b lﬁﬁiﬁ: m%,(eg::tﬁ
Begesford pointed out that in the Kangra valley ecight tons of vegetables were r.equ'ix-ed daily
2;1“ ?}llitpnce at present b(;mg pmdblwaa something like Rs. 13 per hundred pounds. It was

. encouragement of vegetable production was necessary al i
:)P‘?cmlmnlleasures ap}}leared to be desira.h?a Torotty, ek the Province and

Leing en away contractors) could i 't to gr g i y y vern-

met{l}.h:ncouragement).v ) go in part to growers working under. proper Govern
Committee then took up item (b} i e ti . :
:ft\: Euéljala’ }indicated that he phsstd prgp)arl:d tlt,lfvote;g]tisointhfh:e:ﬁ?‘mi and Mr. Buch from-
acned. o gist of his r . s . jects.
2t proseqs, it is not likely that wmoty thon 500" o L8 of the Railway happens to be
bs exported. } 3,000 tons daily for 25 days in a month could

werd of t ini :
of the opinion, that arrangements should be made immediately to transport the quantities v

so that the enormous profit (which at present was o

-

" who indicated the Punjab Government's position to be

- 1neet so many other heavy charges on accoun

_examined.
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preseribed by the Government of India in vheir monthly movement programme which should
not in any case be less than 1y lakh tons per mensem. it was empiasised that the reason
for this was that if this transport did not take place as suggested, it would come into confiict
Inter on with the transporl of cotton suy¢ otner kharif crops. Sir Wiiliam Rooerts also,
emphasised that the Committee should bring to the notice of the Government of ladia, that
apart from Railway transport, motor convoys and shippmng facilibies from Isaracni and the
use of the river Gianges for transport of foodgrains shoyld be studied and mcasures taken
to reduce the pressure on Kailway transport. )

Mr. Buch explained certain difficulties experienced in the working of the precurement
scheme and his note on the subject 1s attached to the proceedings. )

The suggestions in the noie were explained to the Lommittee. Mr. Bolton peinted owt
that provinces should indicate accoptance belore orders were placed with the despatching

_provinces. . .
As regards inspection the general semse of the (Committee was that when inspection has
taken place ai the station of despaich the payment should be 100 per cent, and not only 95
or 90 per cent, as the case may be. As regards the recovery of the balance of 5 or 10 per
cent, the Committee was™unanimously of the opinion that such recovery should be exp’ednted._
1t was agreed that a time limit should be fixed for the return of the consignee’s receipt
by the recipient Government. : ] )
The Committee considered it of the greatest importance that the Government of India
should make adequate arrangements for inspection. As regards storage the Committee was
of the opinion that receiving (iovernment should make adequate arrangements for proper

.storage. . )

Tge Committee then proceeded to consider the question of the use of purchasing agents,
Sir William Roberts suggested that the Director of_Kood Supplies should receive direct ofiers
from any one and if the bargain is completed he should then direct the purchase agent
concerned to take it over, ) .

With ‘regard-to item (c) the discussion was opened by Hon’ble Ch. Sir Chhotu Ram

as set out below. He was of the

opinion that the Punjab Government should be authorised to charge for supplies made to

the Government of India for export to other provinceseRe. 1 less than the Hapur rate or
the prevailing market rate in the Punjah whichever is higher, when the order is complied
with, The arguments in support of the view were the zame 35 tv;;eze tj:et o‘llxlt% ~b_ywt,he ;psak:;
i ' 3 i the Conference. It was emphasise at the cultivators had
eS0T imany ofher heses charge t of cloth? iron, etc., that this demand on the
part of the Punjab was so reasonable and that ghe Punjab should be in the smeT;zlommﬁ as
some other provinces to raise a stabilisation fund (peavants’ welfare fund). e rgg
majority of the members of the Committee could not see eye to eye with this proposal an
it was agreed that there could be no finality in a proposal of this sort because if the price
of wheat was to be raised as suggested i i ¢ “the cloth and iron rose higher, it would
logically entail a further rise in the price of Wwheat. It was also argued that in view of the
sorious dearth of food in certain parts of Indis the question should not be looked at merely
trom the point of view of prolit. ) _ . )
Sir Chlll)otu Ram, referred to certain figures showing how in a Government farm agnct}xll—

ture under rigorous supervision without. overhead charges, was being run ab Ios:ﬂ vzltglaild tb:
recent years and he pointed oub that it wals quite justified that Punjab peasan

iven f { the prices obtainable. ) ) - i
glv%h:uigp:ggﬁbaﬁez of 211!; North® Western Frontier Province and Bahawalpur were n}())b
in favour of the proposal but urged that if the Punjab proposal was acceptable to the

5 ia’ ‘apply to these two respective units. . )
Government of India the same should app: yf , these W0 & rmrence. e only suggestion

v s k up item I o k A
1"hed Co:;m;ﬁﬁe iﬁh?heﬁo is g(ported from Bahawalpur into the Punjab to secure public
receive win the Bahawalpur State the target figure of the Punjab should be cortespondm’gly
copﬁgenced the target figure of the State should be correspondingly reduced. The Hon'ble
raised an trom the Punjab expressed the view that the point will be considered and carefully
Ministers Am{his was to be a reciprocal arrangement the Committee had nothing to say in
the matter. ;dr Bolton however pointed out that the arrangement might entail a wastage

- of wagon Capacity.
of wag P HAVE BEEN EXPERIBNCED IN THE WORKING OF THE PROCUREMENT SCHEMM. '

" Dy¥yIcULTIES WHICH
1. Non-receipt of

4 - ste. . . .
Bogp%’;twilliuigness of the Provinces to receive supplies when purchases have been effected,

e.g., (a) by Ceylon of maize as the apprehended weevil when the staff reached Ceylon, (bls
by Kashmir and Baluchistan for want of"storage accommodation, (c) several Rajputana States
as they thought éke price was too high and as they discovered that they no longer stood in

. £ any stu . ST "
neeg %requinb modifications by Goverument of India and Provincial Government in supply

orders and stations of destination.

" 4. Abgence of inspection arrangements. The Government of India have failed to set up
any inspection machinery. For odd consignments, recipient Governments have 6ppointne¢‘i

their own inspection aﬁents like Volkart Bros., Ralli Bros.,, Chandulal Kanji and others

Each of these agents has a different standard. Very often they desire inspection at the
point of despatch but go away without doing anything as they have to visit' a large number»
of places where the stuff might be lying distributed. )

5. Traders are not at all certain as to. what they might have to put up with at the other
enid and therefors the mere fact that a contract implies inspection at destination raises the
prices by 2 to 4 annas per maund. I apprehend a number of quality disputes and objections
by the Controller of Food Accounts at the time of payment.

=

destination stations from Provinces for a long time, e.g., C. P., Madras,
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6. Inspection of ric i i
of ';les-{)atch o mspeczur)?ul,mb take place before despatch, but there is no agency at th? point
. The payment of 5 per cent. de i [ i i ich i
. I . depends on the receipt of onsignee’s recg h 18
never given at the other end without the greate:t l;(c):;li)bleo ditf}f};u(lt?.}lfmg““  veaript which
8. It takes some time to reach an arrang it .
. i : arrangement with the Banks. Now, 1 understand, the
Controller of Food  Accounts rcfuses to give the overdue interest chjargt\.'d by the bank for

the period that clapses hetween payment
) ayment by the bank to the - : £
India to the bank. This should lheysettled.y ¢ the Agent and by GOvel“‘!}em "
9. Prices —Apart from i i
9.1 —Aa f geneval  price policy,
s.d__](ﬁtx‘mtg Provinces i3 creating great diﬁiculgies. “The
{l:gm' eUabOIl;b Rs. 7 and uncontrolled price in the Punjab abous Rs. 10. [t is Rs. 12
iR }Ih . P. and about Rz, 8 to 9 in Bahawalpur State. In some cases ‘the price 18
Baluiﬁs&nmaﬁlpuiastid‘ o0 This hlE z;)bo‘ut wheat.  In the case of rice it was Rs. 5 to 5/8 in
Dail s. 5 20 in the Punjab and Rs i Oriss; '
require proi)er . coordination. jub and Re. 8 to 10 in Bihar and Orisn. , AL these

the variations of prices. in different.

internal  control price in

10. The Purchasing Agents might be trading in private names-and 1 see no method of

atopping this,

11. The gréat problem of course is transport and inspection. Fhe trgnspor itd

V'Vglal:h tgas tl})f(‘n described in a separate note, pis such that lin fact unleés% tﬁ:lt Rﬂ?ﬁi‘}?
l;l, antee that they would clear whatever is still to be despatched av an early date and
are in a position to despatch further quantities according % a scb programme “no further
pllllrchases should be made. If purchases are-to- be made aa they should  be ‘dun':
the. purchasing season, the purchased quantities should be stored and storage charges wi]%

have to be paid It is  extremel i

. . t s ly  difficult to find storage accommodatibn on  such
e:t:::we Iscalte}:) in the Punjab, although considerable amount could he found 11;3 1?1?;
Agents. In the case of purchase by Defence Services, the storage is limited ag the

Mills concerned have no room for expansion.

12. My own view is that the il - 000
| he Railways would he unable to transpor y
z:z ?n d:ym :::h 25'1;3}:31 . ;?e ath:w?n nt%llld at the maximum they co:}l)glttrr:r?sl;ortgl ail 08’000
. . P ot P ]
alterations. onthly movements —mrogramme “would  require radieal

N. M. BUCH.

, ———
. TraxsporT POGSITION.

According to the Basic Pl s ., ) .
the 1st April 1843 to 3]sstl,bMa:::r},; lg:& :I:m.]ab is to export -the following quantities from

Rabi foodgrains :—
Wheat .

Gram/Gramdal 10,00,000 tons.

1,560,000 ,
11,50,000 tons.

A e e

‘Kharif jooégrm'm —

The Kharif foodgrains year is from
year is the 1st Deu r
target, figures for the Kiarif foodgrains arz useLS?;:rX .1_942 to 30th November 1943. The

Millets . . ;
Ml . 3,00,000 tons,
| ’ 50,000 s
Total 3,50,000 tons.
GRAND ToTar, I5,~06,-0-&)_€o;
The ma mov P

jor export would 3 : . :
from April to August 19%%' Oi, Rabi foodgrains, and these should move as far® as

2. The Government_of India, i i '
May 1965, prescribed monthly movements of eigenen betwcon any |
, , 1thl > - 8, 1V(5)/43, da
This programme of monthlyy n’i‘:‘)’e";‘:&? of foodgrains between surplus :;nd 3:gci:}hgfgls})

possible

Rai d 3

- rllwuy and War Transport Depart)nentsuawhfeﬁ:d very carefully = concerted with th

ranged forthe quantities ifi ’ agreed that the ra °

purchase and’ &t ' specified monthly subject to th nsport  could ba
orage arrangements should be made as far as ;oqgﬁf‘eml principle that

" .always be made,

.
r

deficit A voi o Wi
ATeAs i v
‘ / to avoid cross-traffic and unnecessary railway movement

3. If*the Punjab, the Regi s

which alone m njab, the Regional Controller of Prioriti Lo
ernment #f hog%:!gzgnts could take place to different direcffoix?as presoribed zones  from
c?nd\tfml has been met. Any other d esir:g(ll’ therefore, the Gov-

e improvement could

4. This program .
the extent of 1000‘88 of monthly movements contempl ' : )
% ) i . I plated
of Indis letter leoughmgimué A:hpul’ and 1,50,000 tons in Mlg;vigltlmt of wheat alone to
:;cﬁen!;‘egnﬁ‘n,the third week of Me“y8t{194§d“y'i‘ hwas actually printe 3;‘ btlll!t t{lse Government
by ) 3 . ]
S _!/novomm,‘ in” strears, e programme, therefors, » e dthwiht{;ay’ a,ig
’ v “ ‘ v : .b!uhe w‘
S - . '

Sind

l@-in areas . close to

5. The following

%  Wheat .
Gram/Gramdal
- Millets .
Rice

61

Total for May & June

All the above’ﬁgilre.s, both for targets

as well as for Defence Services.
6. From the 15th May when the

) offered for despatch and on which the office of the Regional
rities came into existence, the following m

have taken- place, in accordance with the d
Punjab. Thesc figures relate to

Director of” Food Supplies,

June 1943 :—
Wheat
Rice . . . .
Bajra - - . e
Maize , - “ . .
Gram/Gramdal

7. 1t is difficult to é‘ive exact figures o

_ but if it is presumed that about a8

Wheat/Wheat products.

Gram (ro'ughiy)
Barley (roughly)
Rice (roughly)

2 . .8, Even if we add to this a
' which ., could possibl
during~ May and

¢
accounts une,

tons.

9. Of course, all the 3,20,000 tons
civilian consumption is given below for

~rough figures ‘might be taken as represen

liberal margi
have taken place

In two months alone; - therefore, the
have mnot been p
the period ending the 26th June. 1943 :—

ovements of purch
espatch advices receive
the

{ movements of

Total

much leaves the mills as

<t

as ainst

(In tons)

the
ovement is. be

urchased,

ting movements in. May

Controller of

foedgrains £

mnovements were to take place in May and June :i—

May. - Juns.
1,50,000 tons. 1,75,000 tons.
24,000 » 25,000 »
45,000 »» 40,000 »»
6,000 » 5,000 »
. s -
Total 9,25,000 tons. 2,45,000 tons.
. 4,70,000 tons.
-
and movements, are for civil consumption
first purchuses upder the new scheme began to  be

Railway Prio-
ases for civil consumption

d in the office of the
week ending the 26th
42,690 . tons.
L 10214,
4,262 ’
#2847 »”
3,282 '
62,895 tons.
e —
or Defence Services,

enters them,
and June :—

the following

(May) 35,108 tons.
(June) * 21,202

Total

.

Total ‘

n of about 15,000 tons,
“would be about 1,560,000
propmised®

' 56,310

5,000
8,000
8,000

»”

tons..

L]
13

’”

e it

77,310

tons.

e et

and the

the total maximum

tons on both

movement -of 4,170,000
indhand by 320,000 tons.

position  for

g Foodgrains.
ke )
Wheat .
Rice- . . ..
Gram/Gramdal
Bajra ..
Maize

na Barley -

/ Topa.l

Tot al order.

2,29,215
16,500
46,500

L. 38,834

' 1,079

669

3,32,797

. Total.
purchases.

1,53,000
14,896
29,727
19,783

1,079
169

2,18,654

o Quantity
Quantity remaining

despatched. to be
despatched.
42,690 1,10,310
10,214 4,682
5,%32 24,445
3,635 16,148
C 447 | "632
Nil. ) 169

»

62,268 1,56,388

.  There is, in addition, a big

e & The contemplated

order for 1,13,

urchased and nothing has been despatched. The position,
‘10 addition to the many other cause
and sanctione

that might exist the
! d quota to pass via
1. P. Railways, of Wagons is 110 per day, but over

500 tons of millets. 827 tons have been
therefore, i$ very serious and
following might be considered :—
Delhi' to B, B. ‘

a period. of 45 days beginning

& C. I. and

-.* § above.

v
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with 15th May 1943 only an aversge of 54 wagons has been..'nai!m.uine(vi g0 that every
day we are snort of 50 wagons even on the aitlotted quota which jtself is not adequate,
Laking the mimmum quantity of 20 tons per wagon over the B. B. & C. 1, and G. L P.
Railways, therefore, we are 1alling behindnand av the rate of 1,120 tons a day. The main
sufterat g been Svuthern lndia, as booking v Bulnatshali Junchion retisined suspended
for over a month since the 17th May. It opened only for one or two days in between
intermittently. ' _

Galcutta nas & targel of 42 wagons a day, although at oue time Iyllollghb it was 50
An average of 38 wagons has been maintained, but the d_llhculty arises h‘_om th'e fact
that most of the consignments for Bengal and Assam are teceived at Colcutta itself instead:
of being dispersed at different stations. Calcutla cannot receive more than 50 wagons,
I understand, and if these destinations were dispersed inany more wagons would be
available over the K. I. Railway.

10. ¥or the movements wvie Karachi although considerable movewments have not taken
place, I understand frem a communication from " Messrs.  Ralli Drothers, Karachi, that’
adequate shipping facilities are not available on that route. Therefore, although sufficient
allotment might exist, Karachi is not in a posilion to receive more, us it also handles
the large exports from Sind. luformutiou should be available about the %extent of
tonnage which could be shipped from Karvachi. It should be clearly stated how much
ot it. would be avuiluble for movemeunts from the Punjab and Vunjab States. Large
movemefits will take place from Bahawalpur and Khairpur States in that direction.

11. T do not intend, in the present note, to give the details about a number of olher
difficulties created by zoning, station masters’ activities, temporary, suspensions, local ordevs
like the one by the B. B. & €. I. Ry.. vefusing to accept booking of millets from the
nietre gauge section 'to go wvia Karachi without informing ‘me that 1 chould not muke
purchases in that direction, and a number of other minor ones.

12. The fact is thal these transport difficulties result (a) in Uovernment Agents having
to pay at least 2 annas morc per maund, (b) locking up of large amounts of capital of
dealers, sub-agents and traders in the mandis as they cannot recejve payment to the
extent of 95 per cent, till Railway Receipts are produced and since the R/Rs -could not
be obtained on account of want of wagon allotment in some cases for nearly two months
they were unable. to make any purchases cven if they wished to and thev would be
extremely urwilling to ?eal }wit}ﬁ Government Agents in future. '

13. My own view is that the Railways would be unable at an stag y .
than 3,000 tons a day for 25 days in a month and at the mn);:imufr? :Ee;']aéfx}x)ltgtt::r):-
port, 1,00,000 tons in_ a month. Therefore, the monthly movements programme would
require radical alterations, :

N. M. BUCH.
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