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CIVIL COURTS IN THE
ESIDENCY FOR THE
YEAR 1938.*

INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

I.—GENERAL. .

1. Courts.—The permanent Civil Judicial
staff employed in the Presidency during 1938
consisted of—

14 High Court Judges,

1 Chief Judge and 2 Judges of the
Court of Small Causes, Madras,

1 Judge of the City Civil Court,

96 District Judges (including 1 perma-
nent additional),

2 Agents to the Provincial Government,
in the Agency tracts,

84 Subordinate Judges (including 1
permanent additional),

1 Provincial Small Cause Court Judge
who exercised also the powers of a Subordi-
nate Judge,

6 Special Assistant Agents in the
Agency tracts,

1 Revenue Officer (Deputy Collector,
Cochin) who exercised the powers of a
Subordinate Judge,

140 District Munsifs
permanent additional),

12 Agency Munsifs,

(including 6

4 Revenue Officers exercising the powers
of Distriet Munsifs,
76 Revenue officers trying Revenue
suits,
6,516 Village Munsifs, and
- 4,203 Presidents of Panchayat Courts.
The following statement shows the number

of temporary appointments sanctioned for
Subordinate Courts during the year :—

District. No. Period.

(1)’ Additional District and Sessions Judges.
Anantapur .. w. 1 From 8th June to 3lst

July. _
., 1 From 28th September to

Tinnevelly ...
23rd December.

(2) City Civil Court, Additional Judge.

Madras we s 1 Throughout the year.

District. No. Period.
(3) Subordinate Judges.
Anantapur ... ... 1 From lst July to 30th
September.
Bellary 1  From 2nd November to
. 31st December.
Coimbatore ... ... 1 TFrom lst January to 24th
April,
Godavari, West .. 1 TFrom lst January to 31st
October.
Guntur 1 Throughout the year.
Kaurnool 1  From 19th August to
31st December.
MalAbar, South 1 From 20th Juneto 31st
December.
Nellore we .. 1 Throughout the year.
Ramnad 1 Do.
Vizagapatam 1 Do.
(4) District Munsifs.
Bellary we e 1 From 1st January to 30th
October.
Chingleput ... .. 1 From lIst January {o &%h
June.
Coimbatore ... w. 1 From Ist January to 2nd
August.

Godavari, East .. 2 One from Ist January to

6th May and one from
1st January to 4th June.

Both from ist January to
6th May.

One throughout the year
and one from 1Ist
Jacuary to23rd October.

From 1st January to 28th
February.

From 4th January to 17th
April and from 1st
June to 30th July.

Mr. M. Karamatallah, I1.C.S.,, Mr. M,
Anantanarayanan, I.C.S., Mr. M. Seshadri,
1.C.S.,and Mr. J. E. Maher, I.C.S., completed
their periods of judicial training as District
Munsifs of Bellary, Rajahmundry, Chingleput
and Coimbatore  respectively. Mr. @.
Venkateswara Ayyar, I.C.S., and Mr. W. W.
Georgeson, 1.C.S., began their training as
District Munsifs of Calicut and Bellary on
8rd January and 3rd February respectively.
Mr. W. W. Georgeson was posted as Sub-
ordinate Judge of Bellary from 2nd
November.

2. Number of Suits.—The total number
of suits instituted in all the Courts was
402,928 (430,918)—one suit for every 109
(102) persons of the population of the Pro-
vince, 42 (36) in the Presidency Town and
112 (105) in the mufassal. The total fall of
27,990 suits is made up of 17,365 in the
Revenue Courts, 3,982 in the village and

Godavari, West ... 2
Guntur w2

Kanara, South w 1
Malabar, South .. 1

. ® Figures for tha previous year are shown in brackets after the figures for 1938,
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panchayat courts, 8,551 in the Presidency
Court of Small Causes, 2,954 in the District
Munsifs’ Courts, 930 in the District Courts
and Subordinate Judges’ Courts, counter-
balanced by a slight increase of 742 suits in
the City Civil Court and the High Court.
The decrease is most noticeable in Madura,
Malabar and Vizagapatam.

3. Nature of Suits.—Of the 392,237
(402,862) suits instituted in all the Courts
except the Revenue Courts 350,780 (360,548)
—89°4 per cent (89'5 per cent)—were for
money or movable property, 16,129 (16,345)
for immovable property, 3,561 (3,400) for
gpecific relief and 19,864 (20,585) on
mortgages. '

4. Value of Suits.—In 556 (498) suits
the value could not be estimated in money.
8031 (80°05) per cent were of the value not
exceeding Rs. 20; 3049 (30°15) per cent
were between Rs. 21 and Rs. 50; 8808
(84°38) per cent between Rs. 51 and Rs. 500
and 508 (5:29) per cent above Rs. 500.

5. Number of Appeals.—The total number
of appeals, excluding those from decisions of
a single Judge of the High Court under
clause 15 of the Letters Patent was 14,210
(18,318), the average for the quinquennium
ending with 1936 being 12,395.

II.—Courrs oF ORIGINAL JURISDIOTION.

6. Village Munsifs’ Courts.—~The number
of suits instituted fell to 56,120 (62,916)
and the fall is mnoticeable in all districts
except Trichinopoly, Kistna, Godavari, East,
Vizagapatam and Nellore. 57,004 (63,567)
suits were disposed of and 7,300 (8,184)
guits were pending.

7. Village Panchayat Courts—The num~
ber of suits instituted rose to 148,993
(146,129). But the disposal fell to 147,698
(151,518) and consequently the arrears rose
to 86,898 (35,628).

During the year, 624 (725) suits were
transferred by District Munsifs from
their files to village and panchayat courts
under section 20-A of the Village Courts
Act.

8. Revenue Courts (excluding the Agency
Tracts).—10,558 (27,856) suits were insti-
tuted, 12,312 (24,737) suits were disposed of
and 8,009 (9,136) suits, of which 4,828
(5,364) were over three months old, were
pending at the end of the year. The
average duration of suits disposed of after
full trial was 239 (211) days. The large
deorease may be due to the extension of the
period of limitation in respect of rent suits
by section 17 of the Madras Agriculturists’
Relief Aot, 1938,

9. Agency Courts.—In the Civil and
Revenue Courtsin the Agenoy Tracts, 578
(618) suits were filed and 500 (686) suits

were disposed of. The arrears at the

close of the year rose to 836 (255). The.

average duration of suits disposed of after
full trial was 261 (369) days.

10. District Munsifs’ Courts (excluding the
Agency Tracts)—(a) Original Suits—The
fall in institution noticed during the recent
years has continued during the year under
review also. The institution fell from
67,984 in 1987 to 62,970 during 1938. In
Malabar, North and South together, the
decrease was the largest. Of the 107,201
(113,588) suits for disposal 62,998 (72,575)
were disposed of and 44,298 (41,018) were
pending, of which 9,005 (8,481) were over
one year old. 24,776 (25,167) suits were
disposed of after full trial and their average
duration was 388 (365) days.

(6) Small Cause Suits.—The number
of Small Cause Suits filed, however, showed
a slight increase, the total institation bein
94,330 (92,283). Of the 87,436 (94,230)
suits d}sposed of, 16,065 (14,149) were after
full trial and their avetage duration was
141 (150) days. The number of suits pend-
ing at the end of the year was 98,764
(18,031) of which 7,462 (6,035) were more
than three months old. 110 (109) District
Munsifs’ Courts were presided over for the
whole or a major portion of the year by
District Munsifs invested with extended
small cause powers up to Rs. 300,

11. Special Small Cause Court—In the
Special Small Cause Counrt, Trichinopoly
3,521 (3,548) suits were instituted. The
total number of suits disposed of was 3,489
(8,749), and 578 (504) were pendiné of

vcigich 48 (50) were more than three months
old.

12. Subordinate Judges’ Courts (excluding
the Agency Tracts)—(a) Original Suits.—Tn
these Courts also a8 in the District Munsifs’
Courts, the fall in institution hag continued,
iny 2,293 (2,430) original suits were
1nst;1tuted and 2,814 (2,991) were disposed
of inclusive of 1662 (1,706) disposed of
after full trial. The average duration of
suits disposed of after full trial was 482
(599) days. It exceeded 800 days in
Vizagapatam, Cuddalore and Tanjore and
700 days in Kurnool and Rajahmundry.
The high average duration is explained to
be due to the disposal of old suits. The
a.rreairs have been reduced to 2,905 (3,008)
a8 also in suits over one ye '
o year old, 1,201

(8) 8mail Cause Suits.—There was &
further fall in the institution from 8,728 to
7,943. Only 7,808 (9,681) suits were disposed

of and the arrears rose to 3,064 (2,6535),

of which 1,457 (1,195) were over three
months old. The average duration of the
1,?05 (2,180) suits disposed of after full
trial was 215 (284) days.
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The fall in disposal and increase in arrears
in the Courts of Subordinate Judges and
District Munsifs are explained by the District
Judges to be due to the time taken in the
disposal of a large number of petitions under
the Madras Agriculturists’ Relief Act (1V of
1938) and also to the fact that a number of
cases had to be adjourned pending the
decision of the High Court on the question
of the applicability of the Act to Promissory
Notes. :

13. District Courts (excluding the Agency
Tracts).—During the year 311 (861) suits
were instituted and 275 (288) suits were
disposed of. Of these, 137 (149) suits were
disposed of after full trial and their average
duration was 480 (603) days. The number
of suits pending at the end of the year was
482 (558), of which 211 (258) were over one
year old.

Distriet Judges were able to devote to
Civil work 112 (108) days on the average
and most of these days were occupied in
Civil Appellate and Miscellaneous work.

14. The Madras City Civil Court.—In
this Court there was an increase in the
number of suits filed to 1,846 (1,145). The
number disposed of was 1,785 (995) and
1,057 (936) were left pending. Of these,
362 (297) were more than one year old.
470 (385) suits were disposed of after full
trial and their average duration was
398 (345) days.

15. The  Court of Small  Causes,
Madras.—The number of suits instituted
was 18,155 (16,706), the average for the
quinquennium ending with 1936 being
17,219. The fallis said to be the result mainly
of the amendments made during the year to
the rules relating to arrest of judgment-
debtors and attachment of their salaries,
the new rules imposing greater restrictions
on the exercise of these rights by decree-
holders.

The number disposed of was 18,990
(16,815) suits inclusive of 1,745 (1,792)
after full trial and 1,717 (2,376) were
pending. The average duration of the full
trial suits was 90 (95) days. There were
1,622 (1,480) applications for recovery of

_ rent by distressunder Chapter VIII of the

Presidency Small Cause Courts Act. The
number of rent suits filed in the year was
1,189 (1,252).

16. The High  Court—(a) Original
Suits.—On the Original Side of the High
Court 305 (264) suits were instituted during
the year and the totsl number of suits for
disposal - was 853 (927). 337 (385) suits
were disposed of, leaving 516 (542) saits
pending at the olose of the year. Of the
guits disposed of, 122 (198) were after full

trial and their average duration was 1,222
(978) days. The high average duration was
due to the disposal of old suits. The Master
disposed of 69 (55) suits and settled issues
in 108 (124) suits.

(8) Inmterlocutory  Applications.—The
number of icterlocutory applications disposed’
of was 2,981 (3,008) of which 1,738 (1,751)
were by the Master.

(c) References under Seclion 66 of the
Indian Income-tax Act XI of 1922.—At the
commencement of the year, 12 (5) references
were pending and 19 (18) fresh references
were made to the High Court during the
year. Of these, 15 (11) were disposed of by
a Bench of three Judges sitting on the
Original Side for 11 days and one by
a Bench of five Judges. Fifteen (12)
remained pending at the close of the year.

(d) Petitions under the Indian Colonias
and Divorce Jurisdiction Act.—Two peti-
tions were pending from the previous year
and two were filed during the year. Three
of them were disposed of leaving one pend-
ing.

17. Insolvency Pelitions—(a) Mufassal
Courts,—The number of Insolvency Petitions
filed under section 7 of the Provincial
Insolvency Act V of 1920 was 1,155 (1,711).
Including those pending from the previous
year, there were 2,221 (8,799) petitions for -
disposal. Of these, 515 (912) were either
withdrawn or not prosecuted, 938 (1,818)
were allowed, 117 (137) were rejected and
651 (932) were pending. 584 (881) insol-
vents were discharged under section 41 of
the Act. The amount of creditors’ claims
admitted was Rs. 79,46,457 (Rs. 1,05,57,954)
and the amount of assets distributed was
Rs. 13,11,462 (Rs. 13,66,140).

(6) The High Court—Under the
Presidency Towns Insolvency Act, 321 (444)
petitions were filed in the High Court and
364 (190) were finally disposed of. The
insolvents were discharged in 199 (122)
cases, the order of adjudication was annulled
in 151 (58) cases and 14 (10) petitions were
either dismissed or withdrawn. The number
of petitions pending at the end of the year wag
5,269 (5,309). Besides these, 3,092 (3,409)
applications of a miscellaneous character
were also disposed of, 435 (454), of which
61 {36) were in effect suits, by the Judges
and the remaining 2,657 (2,955) by the
Master. Duringthe year, 352 (477) persons
were adjudged insolvents and 225 (141)
persons were discharged. Claims amount-
ing to Rs. 18,72,780 (Rs. 22,32,830) were
admitted and a sum of Rs. 4,57 567
(Rs. 5,27,115) was paid as dividends to
creditors. The number of summonses under
gseotions 7 and 86 of the Presidency Towns
Insolvency Act pending at the end of the
year was 1,998 (2,220).
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TI1.—ArperLaTE COURTS.

18. Agency Courts.—44 (32) regular
appeals were filed in the Courts of the
Agents and Assistant Agents, 23 (30) were
disposed of and 27 (6) were pending at the
close of the year.

One Miscellaneous Appeal was filed and
disposed of in the Court of the Assistant
Agent to the Provincial Government,
Vizagapatam.

19. District and Subordinate Judges’
Courts (excluding the Ageney Tracts)—(a)
Regular Appeals~—Including 9,595 (8,774)
appeals instituted during the year, there
were 18,858 (17,040) appeals for disposal.
Of these, 8,258 (7,978) were disposed of—
3,936 (3,747) by District Judges and 4,322
(4,281) by the Subordinate Judges and
the Special Smalli Cause Court Judge,
Trichinopoly. ~ The following _statement
ghows the number of appeals pending in the
several olasses of Courts and the average
duration of appeals other than those dismissed
for default or ot prosecuted.

Pen%ing. g,
,_‘———' -
More g’ng ;’
Court, I~ thon FES
3 six SEL
&  months. <
District Judges ... w6666 2719 329

(5,33(13()) (2,)1;119) (358)
inate Judges R X 2,433 312
Subordinate Judg (3,(')146) (2’04(2 Wik

dge, Special Small Cause 24 1 256
Tty G0 GH  (1%)

Total . 10600 5,167
9,062) (4223)

———

(b) Miscellaneous Appeal.s.—-l,814
(2,224) miscellaneous appesals were instituted,
2,213 {2,170) disposed of and 1,220 (1,594)
were pending at the close of the year.

90. The High Court.—The following table
chows the several classes of appeals
institated, disposed of and pending in the
High Court :—

Appeals. Instituted. Disggsed Pending,

From Original decrees of 453 688 1,288
mufassal Courts.

decrees passed on 84 76 89
Frt%‘: Original S?de of the
High Court. . 3
Fro:x% decrees of the City 68 54 157

ivil Court.
T O e docraes of 1,239 1668 2968

1 Courts,
F;ﬁ,ﬁhﬁsers of mufassal 661 " 768

ts. .
Fr%‘:;ra;pellate orders of 251 269 372

ufassal Courts.
Lg\ters Patent Appeals ... 105 74 140

The Master disposed of 41 (19) Court
Tee References and 53 (62) Civil Miscella-
neous Petitions on the Appellate Side and
the Registrar and the Deputy Registrar
disposed of 1,622 (1,445) Civil Miscellaneous
Petitions.

91, Appeals to Privy Council.—16 (31)
applications for leave to appeal to His Majesty
in Council were pending from the previous
year and 81 (33) new applications were filed
during the year, making a total of 47 (64)
for disposal. Of these, 21 (33) were dis-
missed, 10 (15) allowed, one transferred to
the Patna High Court and the remaining 1
(16) were pending. :

The number of Privy Council Appeals

" pending preparation in the High Court at

the commencement of the year was 7 (3)
and 9 (9) were received during the year.
Of these, the records of 8 (4) were trans-
mitted to the Privy Council and 8 (7) were
pending.

During the year 6 (9) appeals were dis-
posed of by the Privy Council—two were
allowed in part, two were allowed in fall {one
with costs and one without-costs), one was
compromised and one was withdrawn.

IV.—REvVISION AND REFERENCRS,

22. Revision.—The number of Revision
Petitions filed in the High Court was 1,764
(1,787) of which 649 (571) were against
decisions in Small Cause Suits. The number
of petitions disposed of was 1,877 (1,619),
82+3 per cent (77°7 per cent) by dismissal.
At the end of the year 2,223 (1,892) petitions
were pending.

93. References.—During the year 10 (10)
reforences from the lower Courts (one under
Section 60 of the Indian Stamp Act, 5 under
the Indian Divorce Act and 4 on the
question whether Madras Act IV of 1938
is intra vires the Provincial Legislature)
were received and 4 were pending from the
previous year. Of these 14 (20) cases for
disposal, 5 (16) were disposed of and 9 (4)
were pending. The partioulars of the cases
disposed of were as follows :—

8 under the Indian Divorce Act (IV of
1869) and

2 under the Civil Procedure Code.

V.—MISCELLANEOUS.

94. Exzecution Proceedings—I(a) Mufassal
Courts.—The number of applications for
execution filed in all the Courts in the
mufassal (except Village and Panchayat
Courts) fell to 284,676 (280,271) the average
for the quinquennium ending with 1936
being 388,497. During the year, 247,076
(280,108) applications were disposed of, and
66,026 (77,798) were left pending. Full
satisfaction was obtained in 25,110 (88,158)
or 10°20 (11'89) per cent and part satisfac-
tion in 29,798 (38,712) or 1211 (13°88) per
cent of the applications disposed of. 191,216
(207,079) spplications or 7769 (74'23) per
cent were wholly infructuous. The amount
realized in execution was Rs. 1,81,561,258
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Rs. 2,00,82,625). 567 (915) judgment-
debtors were imprisoned.

(8) Courts in the Presidency Town.—In
the Madras City Civil Court, the Presidency
Court of Small Causes and the High Court
15,821 (18,003) applications were filed.
15,801 (18,178) applications were disposed
of and the arrears at the close of the year
were 1,064 (1,042). TFall gatisfaction was
obtained in 1,342 (1,908) or 11'75 (10'55)

per cent and part satisfaction in 1,064 (1,365)

or 678 (7-55) per cent of the applications
disposed of. 12,776 (14,813) applications
were wholly infructuous. The amount realized
in execution was Rs. 6,70,739 (Rs. 6,94,752)
and the number of judgment-debtors
imprisoned was only 18 (172). As observed
in the previous year’s report the large
decline is due to the amendment to section
55 of the Civil Procedure Code (Act XXI of
1936).

925. Miscellaneous Cases.-~Under this head
in all the courts except the High Court,
662,594 (632,797) cuses were filed, 643,407
(639,356) were disposed of and 84,888
(62,612) were pending.

96. Legal Practitioners.—211 (225) Advo-

cates were enrolled during the year and a
sum of Rs. 1,30,625 (Rs. 1,89,375) was

- realized on account of fees: sanads of 3,835

Higu Courr oF JUDICATURE, MADRAS,
Dated 11th September 1939.

(3,947) Pirst-Grade Pleaders and 373 (389)
Second-Grade Pleaders were renewed and
this yielded a revenue of Rs. 1,01,420
(Rs. 1,04,435).

97. Inventories of Valuable Stock.—The
Distriet Judges report that inventories of
office furniture and other stores are duly kept
and checked in all the Courts.

28. Inspection of Village Courts’ Records.—
Out of 10,719 (10,576) Village and Pancha-
yat Courts which tried cases the records of
only 7,502 (7,188) courts were inspected by
the District Munsifs. A large number of
village munsifs and presidents of panchayat
Courts did not produce their records for
inspection. 'The Board of Revenue has been
addressed to take necessary steps for the
prompt production of records.

99. Inspection of Courts—All the sub-
ordinate courts, except the temporary
Subordinate Judge’s Court at Kurnool which
was sanctioned on 19th August 1938, were
inspected by the District Judges in the year.

30. The Court-fee Examiners of the High
Court inspected 115 (103) Courts during the
year and deficits amounting to Rs. 1,05,504
(Rs. 1,16,664) were pointed out by them.
The amount of deficit ocourt-fees collected
during the year was Rs. 24,175 (Rs. 21,206).

D. APPA RAQ,
Registrar.
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IMPERIAL STATEMENTS.

JUDICIAL STATEMENT No. 1 (Crviy).

Statement showing the number of Judisial divisions and the numbey of officers exeroising appellate or original jurisdiction
tn the Province of Madras on the last day

of the year 1938.

% R |
. ‘. Civil, Criminal,
:
2 | . Other § g e Other
© o= Judges. 1 ‘5 2 3 Magistrates, #*
o B - a & i | 3
1 - @xR . = - R
Province of Madras. = [ ‘E a | = B g = &
O | = T | 5] ) %5 | % AN I I I
% O o s 3 = H ™ s = 3 B
8 5 £ 5 s | BE g 2 N S T :
g% | & LR E 0 2E | 2 S I - B g
w8 1 E k= & 8. Bz g s s | 5 2 g
A I - = 2 w | & & | @ e
" 2 @ (4) (Y | (63 ' N (8) (9 1 (o) | an | (i) (13)
(a) ®) () (d) (e)
Territory subject to the| 14 25 29 211 [10,719) 27 24 29 22 | 31 621 | 5,300
High Court. )
Number of cases decided.
Civil. Criminal,
Province of Madras. Original, Appellate, Original, Appsllate, Remarks,
. B e R g
4 58 3 = § 8 1 18 & 2
® | 58| 5 | 3| 8 | EE | 5 %5
a2 = o2 = & oA [ =
14) (15) ’ (16) an as) | o) (20) | (21 (22}
o (a) 28 do both civil and
Territory subject to the |3¢8,436 909,248 | 11,424 | 3,617 [525072 | 8837 | 7,277 | 2,439 | . criminal work,
High Court. (b) 45 do.
(c) 28 do.
(d) Al do both ocivil and
oriminal work.
(s) 28 do both eivil
and criminal work.
(f) These are cases of Revision
under the Code of Crimi-
nal Procedure,

¢ High Court Judges,

4 Includes Chief Judge, Court of S8mnall Causes, Madras, one Additional District and Sessions Jud

1 Includes presiding officers of all other Civil Coarts, including 8mall Cause Courts,

Munsifs ; in the case of Panchayat Courts, the number of Courts are shown.

§ Includes 3 Agency Sessions Judges.
} Assistant dessions Judges.

9 Includes 6 Additional Distriot Magistrates and the Chief Presidency Magistrate,

@ % In the onse of Benches the number of Benches ars shown.

ge, and two Agenoy Judges.

Agency Suhordinate Judges and District
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JUDICIAL STATEMENT No. 1 (CrviL)—SUPPLEMENT.

Statement showing the number of European and Indian Judicial officers of each grads exercising appeliate
or original jurisdietion ¢n the Province of Madras for the year 1938,

i Original powers. Appeal powers. ‘4 Grand total,
1 !
: B0 80,2 oL
| 28 58 58
Tribunals, | B8 55 R
[ S g . S £ . S 4
;g =i g A g £
T 2| 5% e
5 E2F |3 8 2R 5 5| BF 3
s | g9 | 31 8 | &g« s A | 29| %
) - E = — ) = = S
(1) - (2) (3) (GO )) (6) (73 | (8 9) (10)
| |
High Court Judges 7 7 14 7 7 14 [ 7 714
City Civil Court Judges voe 2 2 2 2(a)
Presidency Small Cause Court Judge 3 3 .. 3{ 8
District Judges vor | 3 23 26 3 23 26 8 23 | 26 (b)
Subordinate Judges .. v | 1 42 43 | ... 4i 1 1 42 | 43 (c)
District Munsifs { - 145 | 145 ... s l 145 145 (d)
_— | ——
Total ..l 11 # 222 283 10 71| 81 | 11 232 (233
| .

(a) Includes an Additional Judge who worked throughout the year.

(b) The Agents to the Provincial Government, East Godavari and Vigagapatam exercised the powers of
District Judge in the Agency Traocts.

(¢) Includes 4 temporary Subordinate Judges who worked throughout the yeur. Besides these, 6 temporary
Subordinate Judges worked for a portion of the year and 6 Special Assistant Agents exercised the powers of
Subordinate Jadge in the Agency Tracts.

(#) Includes one temporary additional Distriot Munsif who worked throughout the year, Besides these®™10
temporary additiona! Distriot Munsifs worked for a portion of the year and 12 Revenue officers exercised the
powers of District Munsif in the Agenoy Tracts.
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E-1. E-2,
Szatsment showing the results of procesdings in exeoution of deorees in the Civsl and R Stussment showing the sxtent and results of proceedings in maqhzagwy under the Provinetal Insolvency Aet, 1920,
Courts (excluding Village and Panchayat Courts) in 1938 o and fevene snthe Courts of the several distriots in 1938.
D; a of Numberof | Amount of insol-
Number of applications in which j?dgmegw‘ ) jsposed of, l(\)‘ fuir:l];):)r_ eslt!;‘z:l;;;ﬁe d vents’ assets.
{:1 T8, f ’ s y
N —_— titi ithe : nts dis- | 1n Receivers .
Satiafaction was Execution was wholly ap;i?ol:etfo‘;\fu Districts. Peﬁiglc‘i).n ® d\ly::\‘vn, Pending. v(f);rsgelt; hands in which| Realiz- | Disburseq
Districta, obtained. infructuous, feﬁ?:;]t in whx’cgl Average not ‘K‘:{ Granted.i Refused. utqder«;l wgrc:%ii:ﬁ; ed. tol?;-idl.
. mmovable gecuteq, section N .
3 N detenti | losed,
Infull, | Inpart. ,,Zi‘;*,:gmgéd Other- Property Wi | et _in%:ti(in ete. =2
or rejected, Wise, in days, BE, RS,
P 15 12 o 81,484 | 65878
Anantapur .. . 26 24 26 7 s S
Avoot, North | 1208| 1é1| seey | si22| Lo 162 mry Ll el se| s| 26| 1s 22,885 | 16,204
Arcot, North .., v v 2 416 3,158 4,71,685 | ” v a6 ! o o o 2 21 2 27,833
Do.’ Bouth .. .. .| L373| Lgsa 6,965 8835 578898 61 %o | b5 Pt o, s 13 5 T 14 34 7,158 4113',}2312
Chinglpt L em | ike| e Ses | 50007 247 | al Coimbatore ... .. .| 8| 23| 6 6| 40 21 e |1,20004] 78764
Ghitwor . o e | sel| ser | ooz Bloray 560 15| 40 Cuddupsh .. .. .| 75| 81| 63 af 2| 180 | s5461] 68,041
P ,fﬂbgrw R -+ B 7 o8 4’249 2,09,557 204 41 &8 Godavari, Bast .. .. 60 80 41 e 34 38 55,725 | 66,017
Cuddapsb . L | me| ze| Te | “hes| epodl 982 b Do West v .| 61 191 47 6| 3 | 26 R E e e
Godivari, Esst .. .. .| 949 | 8R4 | 480 | 3550 | 621607 28 8| 2 Guntar .. we 56 50 55 6| 38 20 2 1,607 | 30,532
' s ) e 452 13( 87 Kanara, South 35 1 16| .. \ ,
Guatte e Tl G| s | e | L) saam 4 s 10 Kistne. 28 22| 20 6| 20 12 | 21950| 27,857
s e e s 2217 | 487,683 25 09 56,675| 49,785
bl - B S N 5 B SR B O T Motwm oo U G| oow| sl sl w | wm | s | wom| eross
pamyomononm o owe e LE G| %) B B N Y U T B N 10
Madars ... . o | 1888 | Laas|  488e | 481 860760 P 51 L g South P 5 o T 19 o 80,587 | 36,548
Malabar, North... .. ..{ 1621 2028 6,418 8,572 | 8,46.204 1,084 16| 38 Nellore o5 o o8 8 & 17 94 |1,16.004| 62,465
Do. Southu. .« .| 1,792| 2935 | 10,963 8,927 | 754,574 81 " Ramnad ... o ) 6| 22 58 200 | '35,269| 86215
Nellore ... o . e 485 782 4,970 1:861 3,65:813 528 20 Sa.le.m e s o 66 }.(]s gé p 15 23 3 52:792 4-8’,965
Ramnad ... s e o 933 | 1287\ 10336 2,418 | 12,171,278 803 sl 4 Tanjore, Jmst e » p 24 2| 21 9 | 32 | 90887 88381
O B 2 5,55 2 . Do. : A
g:l:jlgre, East . .| 996 1}95 8oL ggﬁ ;;233223 o5y - g;;‘:lfi:‘ﬂ;{’ e o A o 81 & = =z §§;§S§ 23;{‘33
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Tracts, | Vizagapatam ... 9 1 14 20 683 1 -
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Madras Court of Small ' o ! ?
.-.f Causes el 1546 975 5,963 6,036 | 551,267 12 18
(_High Court 18 4 145 48 25,748 -
Total ...| 1,812 1,084 6,687 8,089 | 6,70,730 62 18 ves
Grand total ...| 28,952 | 80,862 131,384 72,608 [1,88,21,997 18,766 580 ver
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0. outh, : 1
Nellore : w .| 2] 3 18 2;
Ramn‘ad . 1] .. 11 ... 9 4
Salem RN I wo el B 31 37
Tanjore, East ... | .. " - 1w | 1 5 7
_Do. West ... . 1 aee 5 6
Tinnevelly ... ... . o || 207 15( 95
Trichinopoly - 315 5| 13
Vizagapatam . 2 1 we i B 6 1
Godavari Agency. * . 2 21 2 1 !
Vizagapatam . 2 11 1 1 8
Agency. - U R 9
Total ... . B
[ 2 3 9 .
10 ) 16 | 57 118 | 264 482

Reap—the following papers :—

" nf atter full trial, the figures for 1937 an

.pumber of appesls disposed of in

Gobernment.

. HOME DEPARTMENT

G.0. No. 5554, 23rd October 1939

Courts-—Civil——Statisticé for 1938—Recorded with remarks.

I

Letter from Rao Bahadur D. Apra Rao, Esq., Bar.-at-Law, Registrar, High Court, Madras,
to the Secretary to the Government, Home Department (with enclosure), dated

14th September 1939, R.O.P. No. 1 of 1939-C-6.
I am directed to forward herewith seven copies of the Statistics of Civil Courts in

the Madras Presidency for the year 1938. The special statements are attached to the
five copies intended for the Provincial Government, and they are omitted in the remaining

two oopies which are intended for the Government of India.

II

Letter from A. R. MacEWEN, Esq., C.I.E., M.0., 1.0.S., Secretary to the Government of
Madras, Home Department, to the Seoretary to Government of India, Home Depart-
ment, dated Fort. St. George, the 19th September 1939, Ref. No. 31580-E-1.
 Statistics of Civil Courts—1938.]
I am to forward two advance copies of the Statistics of Civil Courts in the Madras

Province for the year 1938.

Order—No. 556564, Home, dated 28rd October 1989.

Recorded.
9. The figures in the margin show a steady fall in the number of suits instituted i
*. 1984 *578,170 the oivil courts of the Province. Tlllliz f;ﬁ"

561,144 was noticeable in all the courts, except i

the City Civil Court and the Origih:;p Si;;
?f the 1.5[13h Court, where there was an
increase in the number of suits filed in 1988.

1085 oo e e
1086 .. .. .. b82,487
1987 . .. .. 480,18

L .. 402,923

1938
3. In regard to the outturn of work by the district mugsifs, there was a further decli
in the disposil of original suits from 72,575 to 62,993 and in tht of small ceuse suitse(f’rig
04,280 to 87,486. There was also a slight decrease in the number of original suits disposed
d 1938 being 25,167 and 24,776, respectively.

judges, the disposals of original suits and small cause

In the courts of the subordinate 1 ¢
There was a slight improvement in the disposal

gults showed a decline during the year.

of appesls.

In the distriet courts, whilPthere was & decline in the disposal of original suits, the

oreaged to some extent. The number of miscellaneous
gion oases disposed of increased slightly during the

Js and oriminal appeals:end revi L ¢
appea PP the number of petitions, both execution and miscel-

year, while there was & deorease in
laneous, and of gessions cases digposed of.



* No.. 8554, Hous; 2320 Ocromzs 1939, -

4. As regards the pendency and the average duration of suits and appeals disposed
of after full trial, in the different courts, the position was as follows:+—: '

Disirict munsifs’ courts—The number of- original suits pending at the end of
the year in the district munsifs’ courts increased from 41 ,013 to 44,298, There
was also an increase in the number of suits pending for more than one ‘year, from
8,481 to 9,005. The average duration of suits disposed of after full trial,
however, fell from 365 to 338 days. The average duration of guits in the
District Munsifs’ Courts of Ongole and Tenali was over 800 days. '

L9 -
el

Subordinate judges’ courts.—There was a further rveduction in the numbsr of
original suits pending at the end of the year—from 3,008 to 2,905—and in those -
pending for more than one year—from 1,314 to 1,201. The average duration of
suits disposed of after full trial fell from 509 to 482 days. It was more than
800 days in the Subordinate Judges’ Gourts of Cuddalore, Tanjore and
Vizagapatam. , R

The number of appesls pending at the ond of the year increased from 3,646 to
3,810 and of those pending for more than 6 months, from 2,040 to 2,433. The
average duration of appeals increased further from 273 to 312 days. It was
more than 1,000 days in the Subordinate Judges’ Courts of Oalivut and Ramnad.

District courts.—The pendency of original suits decreased from 558 to 482, and
the number pending for more than a year fell from 258 to 211.  The average
duration of suits decreased from 603 to 480. days. It was more than 1,000 days
in the District Courts of Guntur and South Malabar. it e o

The number of appeals pending at the end of the year inoreaséa’ffrﬁﬁ.;ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁ' to
6,666, and the number of those pending over six months, from 2,149"%f2,?)9£!,§;
The average duration of appeals decreased from 858 to 822 days. - . 7'« =

Number of Number of \ 5
Yoar: insolvency  persons imprisoned 5. The number of insolvency petitions
petitions. for del:())t- filed in courts, both in the Cify and in the
*1934 ... 6,605 4,230 mufassal, and the number of persons impri-
1935 ... 5,567 :,331 soned for deht, fell considerably as will
iggs g,gég o be seen from the figures shown in the
e 2, . een in |
1938 ... 1,476 580 margin.
6. Almost all the subordinate courts were inspected during the year by the District
Judges. :

7. An examination of the figures of disposals of judicial officers in the last five or
gix years shows a marked and steady decline in the outturn of work of distriet munsifs,
In spite of decreasing institutions, this has led to increased pemdency in these dourts; *
which has in turn compelled Government to sanction the opening of new courts and the
appointment of additional officers to existing courts to clear off arrears. The Government
have under consideration certain means of improving this position; in the meantime the
request the High Court to bring it to the notice of district munsifs generally that thissteady :

© deterioration is a matter for grave concern and that the only radieal remedy liesin""
~ substantially harder work on their part.

(By order of His Excellency the Governor.)

A, R. MAoszN,
Secrétary to Qovernment.

To the Hon’ble the Chief Justice (with C,L.).

°, the Revenue Department.

the Board of Revenue. i

the Chief Judge, Court of Small Causes, Madras, __.- /’“ EE
the Principal Judge, City Civil Court, Madras. ’"/'»’7;/;,&4‘?’“" LT

”
”
s

ss 8ll Collectors, g R N
Copy to the Government of India, Home Departmeng(with O.L. withotit special statemenvs),
Prees. LTy, N\ %% :

=21,82) sN38 N\

N8y
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