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ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE ESTATES UNDER
THE COURYT OF WARDS IN THE MADRAS PRIESI-
DENCY FOR FASLI 1346 (1936-37). )

1. Eslates under management.—No estate was either taken up
or handed over during fusli 1346. The same twelve estates as 1n
fasli 1345 continued under the Court’s superintendence throughout
the fash under report.

2. Estates handed over.—Nil.

3. Season.—The season was on the whole favour_able in Man-
dasa, Vizianagram, Kudapulii, Ramnad, Singampatti, Kadambur,
Bagalur and Poravipalaiyam. 1t was not altogether satisfactory
in the other estates.

4. Holdings.—The total area of the tenants’ holdings in all
the 12 estates (excluding as usual the rented villages) was 1,109,296
acres as against 1,104,209 acres in fasli 1845. The Increase was
mainly in the holdings of the Ramnad gstate.

5. Cultivation.—The percentage of cultivation to holdings in
all the estates was 883 against 86-5 In fasli 1345. The percen-
tages were above 75 in nine estates @nd lower in Kurupam (78) in
Marungapuri (61) and Singampatti (65). The unfuvourable cha-
racter of the season was mainly responsible for the low percentage
in Marungapuri. In Kurupam however there was an increase in
the extent of cultivation (36,323 acres) when compared with that
of fasli 1345 (35,896 acres) due to the reclamation of waste lands.
In Singampatti the area cultivated was 1,860 acres against 1,828
acres in fasli 1345.

6. Demand of estates.—The gross demand of all the estates
amounted to Rs. 48.534 lakhs and the net demand to Rs. 47.28
lakhs, the remission under all the heads being Rs. 1-26 lakhs. The
increase in the gross demand for the fasli was mainly due to the
inclusion of the commuted value of the rent in kind in the demand
of the Ramnad estate for fasli 1346. There was an increase of
~ Rs. 1,564,718 in the net demand for fasli 1346 which is the net

result of an increase in nine estates and decrease in the remain-
ing three estates. There was increase in Mandasa (Rs. 19,274)
in_ South Valluru, Part I (Rs. 12,327), in Ramnad (Rs. 65,091)
and in Singampatti (Rs. 31,224). In Mandasa the increase,was
due to the increase in the receipt of rent in kind. In South Val-
luru, Part I, it was due to the inclusion of court gosts and interest
awarded on decrees in the demand and the increase in the lanka
rentals. In Singampatti it was due to the fact that the demand
for fasli 1345 was for only the period between Februarv 1936
when it came under the Court’s management and June 1936. There
was a decrease in demand in Kurupam by Rs. 6,522, in Arni by
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Rs. 9,829 and in Kudapalli by Rs. 1,390, The decrease in Kurupam
was due to the considerable fall in the lease amounts realized by
the sale of the minor forest produce due to the dullness of the
market and to the fall in the price of timber. In Arni the decrease
was due to the grant of seasonal remissions and to the fall in
the revenue under ** water rate ’. The decrease in Kudapalli was
slight.

7. Demund, collection and balunce—CGurrent.—Qut of the net
demand of Rs. 4728 lakhs, Rs. 30-97 lakhs were collected and Rs.
0-04 lakh written off leaving a balance of Rs. 16.27 lakhs at the close
of the fasli. Iixcluding the subsequent collections and remissions
and the ammounts recommended to be written off after the close
of the fasli, the net recoverable balance on the 1st of October
1937 was Rs. 14.85 lukhs or 30-35 per cent of the demand. The
statement below compares the percentage of balance in each estate
for fasli 1346 with that of fasli 1345 +—

Estates. I, 1545 . 1346 Estates. ¥, 1345 K. 1346
Mandasa .. . 20'8 125 Poravipslaiyam .. 42 19-6
Vizianagram . 40'9 370 Marungapuri .. 110 173
Kurupam .. . 447 387 Kudapalli .. .. 139 12-4
8. Valluru, Part L., 10 4 59 Ramnad .. .. 215 270
Arni .. . 39 44 Kadambur .. .. nil nil
Bagalur .. .. 26:5 :2'2 Singampatti .. 84 170

There was uuprovement in collection in Mandasa, Vizianagram,
Kurupam, South Vallura, Part 1, Bagalur and Kudapalli. The
balance is above 10 per cent in 9 estates, Mandasa (12-5), Vizia-
nagram (37-0), Kurupam (38.7), Bagalur (22.9), Poravipalaiyam
(19-6), Marungapuri (17-8), Kudapalli (12-4), Ramnad (27.0) and
Singampatti (17.0). In Mandasa the bulk of the outstanding
balance is covered by suits to be filed and by amounts collectable
by persuasion. The Cowrt has granted a remission of % of the
rent for fasli 1346 in respect of all lands in the 28 settled villages
of the estate. The Istate Collector has been requested to instruct
the manager to file suits promptly wherever necessary and to take
all steps for the early realization of the balance. In Vizianagram
the bulk of the balance is covered by suits, execution petitions and
takarars and by amounts collectable by persuasion. Necessary
instructions have been issued for the prompt realization of the
balance. In Kurupam the heavy balance was mainly due to the
high rates of rent, the adverse seasonal conditions and the generally
poor state of the tenancy. In Bagalur the bulk of the balance
18 covered by attachment notices and the Estate Collector has been
asked to take prompt steps for the realization of the balance. In
Marungapuri the increase in the percentage of balance was due
to poor collection on account of the unfavourable character of the
seagon. In Ramnad the increase in the percentage of balance
was due to the inability of the ryots to pay the arrear and the
current dues together in one fasli, to the difficulties in realizing
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rents from the under-tenure holders and to anti-zamindari propa-
ganda which was conducted intensively and continuously all over
the estate. To watch the collection work in the estate the Court
has prescribed monthly progress reports.

8. Demand, collection and balance—Arrears.—The arrear de-
mand at the beginning of the fasli was Rs. 46-73 lakhs, of which
Rs. 32.830 lakhs were outstanding at its close. The balance:was
nil in Kadambur and Singampatti, Rs. 2,025 in  Kudapalli,
Rs. 4,901 in Bagalur, Rs. 11,169 in Arni and Rs. 7,136 in Poravi-
palaiyam. The balances were large in Vizianagram (Rs. 17,576,585),
Mandasa (Rs. 2,83,864), Kurupam (Rs. 1,31,785), South Valluru,
Part I (Rs. 44,517), Marungapuri (Bs. 24,572) and Ramnpad
(Rs. 9,63,718). 'The heavy balance in Vizianagram includes large
amounts which are probably irrecoverable. The actual collectable
‘balance has not yet been ascertained. In Mandasa the bulk of
the balance is covered by suits and execufion petitions pending
in Courts. With a view to expedite the realization of the out-
standing balance the Court has directed that all the arrears prior
to fasli 1341 be written off the accounts as irrecoverable and that a
sum of As. 4 in the rupee be also written off on all the out-
standing balances from faslis 1341 to 1345, TIn Kurupam the
percentage of balance to demand was 66.02. This large per-
centage was due to the causes explained in paragraph 7 above in
respect of the Kurupam estate. To expedite the collection of the
arrears, the Hstate Collector submitted proposals for the reduction
of rent in 20 villages of the estate and the Court has remitted till
the end of fasli 1347 the difference between the existing rates of
rent and the rates arrived at on the basis of the Kstate Collector’s
proposals. The Court expects better results in fasli 1347. 1In
Marungapuri the bulk of the arreart relates to the pre-assumption
period and is covered by decrees. The services of the Law Agent
who was appointed to assist the manager in all legal proceedings
have been further extended till the end of fash 1847. The arrears
in Ramnad relate mostly to the pre-assumption period. As in
the case of the current dues, the Cowrt is watching the collection
through monthly reports.

Suitable instructions for improving the collection work in the
various estates have been issued in the Court’s reviews on the
individual reports and the estates’ demand, collection and balance
statements.

9. Financial condition.—The aggregate cash balance at the
beginning of the fasli was Rs. 8-42 lakhs. The total cash receipts
during the fasli amounted to Rs. 65.76 lakhs. The total cash
assets of the fasli were thus Rs. 74-18 lakhs. Deducting the tota)
cash expenditure of Rs. 62.77 lakhs the cash balance at the close
of the fasli was Rs. 1141 lakhs. Including Government pro-notes,
other securities and fixed deposits of the total value of Ra, 2.17
lakhs and the estimated value of grain (Rs. 2.01 lakhs) at the
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end of the fasli the aggregate closing balance at the credit of the
estates was Rs. 15-59 lakhs. The ordinary receipts and charges
(Ayan section) of the fasli excluding the extraordinary items were
Rs. 44-54 lakhs and Rs. 54-51 lakhs as shown below :—

RUPERS IN
LAKHS,
Total receipts .. .. .. . . 6576
Deduct—
(1) Debty recovered — Principal only .. .. 008
(2) Sale proceeds of property .. .. .. 1-43
(3) Amount borrowed .. .. .. .. 16565
(4) Nagadi jasti .. .. .. .. .. Nil
(8) Refunds, recoveries and deposits . .. 316
2122
Ordinary receipts .. - 44'51
Total charges .. .. o - .. 6277
Deduct—
(1) Debts repaid—Principal only .. e .. 467
(2) Investments . .. e . .. 026
(3) Special purchases, donations, special cere-
monies, survey chargos, ete, .. . 013
(4) Adjustments, r.funds, recoveries and advanc:s 320
8-26
Ordinary charges o . 5451

10. Utilization of surplus balance.—The closing balance includ-
ing investments in Government and other securities and fixed
deposits was Rs. 15.59 lakhs, In Ramnad it was over Rs. 8 lakhs
and in Vizianagram it was over Rs. 4 lakhs. It was Rs. 0-76 lakh
in Arni, Rs. 0-40 lakh in South Valluru, Part I, Rs. 0-35 lakh
in M{mdasa, Rs. 0-23 lakh in Kurupam, Rs. 0-11 lakh in Poravi-
palaiyam and Rs. 0.11 lakh in Singampatti. The funds available
after providing for the normal charges of administration during
the fasli and during the non-kist months of the current fasli were

utilized in the purchase of Government securities or the repay-
ment of debts including bank loans.

_11. Agricultural improvements.—No fresh enterprise was con-
sidered or proposed during the fasli. Steps have been taken to
maintain stud bulls in suitable centres in the Vizianagram estate
for improving the breed of cattle of the ryots. A comprehensive
scheme for agricultural improvements will be p
in this estate as soon as possible.

_12. Percentage of establishment charges and Government com-
mission to normal receipts.—The average percentage in the fasli
was 17.3 against 1523 in the previous fasli. In none of the
estates excepting Ramnad and Singampatti has the percentage -

exceeded 20. Tt is 25.3 and 25 in Ramnad and Singampatti estates
respectively which are unsurveyed estates. -

ut into operation
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13. Maramat works.—The Court devoted as much attention
as possible to this important branch of administration in accord-
ance with the needs of each estate and as far as its finances per- -
mitted. The total maramat allotment in all the estates under
management including Trust institutions was Rs. 8.30 lakhs. The
value of work done amounted to Rs. 7-17 lakhs or 86-4 per cent of
the allotment. Except for 4 sumi of Rs. 234 in Kurupam, Rs, 23,578
in Vizianagram and Rs. 12,500 in Ramnad, the entire value of
work done in the fasli was paid for within the fasli in all the
estates. The maramat expenditure in the fasli was I1.9 per cent
of the total ordinary charges (Rs. 59-85 lakhs) including those of
the Trust institutions. 'I'he percentage of expenditure to allot-
ment in South Valluru, Part I, was only 59-1. This was due to
the fact that only part payments for works executed were made
in the fasli as the works could not be check-measured by the
Tahsildar of Tllore for want of time. The percentage of expen-
diture to allotment in all other estates except Kudapalli (51.5)
ranged between 84 and 100,

14. Debts due to the estates.—The debts due to the several
estates under management amounted to Rs. 841 lakhs at the
commencement of the fasli. No loan was newly granted
nor were any debts newly brought to account during the fasli under
review. Including the interest and costs that acerued during the
fashi (Rs. 0-03 lakh) the aggregate amount due was Rs. 844 lakhs.
Of this, Rs. 0-21 lakh was collected and Rs. 0-03 lakh written off
leaving a balance of Rs. 8.20 lakhs at the end of the fasli. The
outstanding balances were large in South Valluru, Part T (Rs. 6.67
lakhs) Kurupam. (Rs. 0-37 lakh). Poravipalaivam (Rs. 0-33 lakh)
and Ramnad (Rs. 0-64 lakh). Almost the entire debt in South Val-
lurn, Part I, estate was due from the senior zamindar under the
final partition decree of the High Court. The Official Receiver who
is administering the senior zamindar’s property did not declare any
dividend during the fasli. The debts due to the Kurupam estate
are covered by instalment bgmds and decrees. The Zamindar of
Chemudu has paid nine instalfhents of Rs. 3,000 each in part satis-
faction of-the sum of Rs. 33,000 due by him leaving a balance of
Rs. 6,000. In Poravipalaiyam the entire debts are covered by a
second mortgage not yet due secured on the ‘‘ Naduppuni *’ lands
which were taken over by the estate. The Court proposed to take
further action in connexion with the matter early in 1988 if the
estate continued under the management of the Court of Wards.
The estate was however handed over on 1st July 1987, In Ramnad
the ascertainment and settlement of debts is still going on and the
Estate” Collector has reported that proper steps will be taken to

‘realize the ascertained debts,

15. Debts due by the estates.—The liabilities of the estates
at the beginning of the fasli amounted to Rs. 41.93 lakhs. In-
cluding debts newly contracted and brought to account (Rs. 19.72
lakhs) and the interest and costs that accrued during the fasli
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(Rs. 8-23 lakhs) the total liability amounted to Rs. 64-88 lakhs.
Of this, a sum of Rs. 12.77 lakhs was repaid and Rs. 1.23 lakhs
written off leaving a balance of Rs. 50-88 lakhs at the end of the
fasli. Marungapuri and Kadambur had no debts. The outstand-
ing debt was Rs. 12,000 in Arni, Rs. 22,081 in Kudapalli and
Rs. 89,828 in Bagalur. 1t exceeded Rs. 75,000 in Kurupam and
Singampatti. Tt exceed a lakh in Mandasa (Rs. 1,14,818) and
in South Valluru, Part T (Rs. 1,46,629). 1t was over Rs. 15 lakhs
in Vizianagram (Rs. 16,27,963) and over Rs. 25 lakhs in Ramnad
(Rs. 29,65,597).

Paragraph 19 deals with the encumbered estates of Mandasa,
Ramnad, Kurupam, Arni, South Valluru, Part 1, Bagalur and
Singampatti. The debt due to the Zamindar of Turaiyur was
the only debt due by the Kudapalli estate. A sum of Rs. 7,629
was pald towards principal and interest and there was a balance
of Rs. 22,081. 1In Poravipalaiyamn the entire debt of Rs. 25,000
was discharged by payment of Rs. 20,000 to the creditor who
accepted the latter amount in full settlement. The debts due by
the Mandasa estate are being paid from the surplus income of
the estate. In Ramnad the process of ascertainment and settle-
ment of debts is proceeding according to the statutory provisions
of Madras Act T of 1902. The Estate Collector has been report-
ing his decisions on the investigated claims to the Court of Wards
for its confirmation under section 40 of Madras Act I of 1902.
In Vizianagram the debts relate to arrears of salaries, family allow-
ances, travelling allowance, pensions and allowances, sauppliers’
bills and loans covered by documents. The Collector has been
reporting his decisions on the claims investigated by him to the
Court of Wards for its confirmation. The total liabilities of the
estate were Rs. 25.74 lakhs, of which a sum of Rs. 8.39 lakhs was
lrellg)ﬁid and Rs. 1.07 lakhs written off leaving a balance of Rs. 16-28
akhs.

16. Education of the wards.—The wards of school-going age
studied mostly in local schools and colleges. The senior and junior
wards of Kadambur continued their studies in the Board High
School, Koilpatti, under the care of the guardian Mr. V. Veda-
nayaga Mudaliyar. The senior ward was promoted to 11T Form.
The Mandasa ward and the Bagalur Poligar’s son who continued
their studies in Form VI of the Madras Christian College School
and of the Pachaiyappa’s High School, Madras, respectively, were
successful in the 8.8.1..C. Public Examination held in March 1937
and were admitted into the First Year University Class of the Mad-
rag Christian College . at Tambaram. The Mandasa ward was
placed as a boarder under the care of the warden of the hostel
attached to the college. The ward of South Valluru, Part T estate,
who continued his studies in the Town High School, Guntur, in
Form V was promoted to Form VI. The lady ward of Kudapalli
was given tution by a lady tutor in Trichinopoly. The Kurupam
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wards continued their studies in the Rajkumar College, Raipur.
The senior ward who appeared for the Matric Examination of the
Patna University failed again. The Singamputti ward who 1s aged
6 was under the guardianship of his mother subject to the general
supervision of the Iistate Collector, dawmnad, till January 1937
when the ward and the mother went to Singawpatti. They have
been there since then.

The health and conduct of all the wards were generally satis-
factory.

17. Suits.—Of the two suits filed against the Mandasa estate
the one filed by Mr. V. Ramachandra Rao in the High Court 18
still pending. The other and more important suit, called the
succession suit, tiled by the illegitimate son of the late zamindar
in the Sub-Court, Berhampur, was dismissed with costs. The
plaintitt’s petition to the High Court to admit his appeal in forma
pauperis was rejected but on a Letters Patent Appeal filed by him
the High Court has since granted him leave to file the application
in forma pauperis. :

The appeal filed by the Kurupam estate in A.S. No. 303 of
1935 on the file of the High Court is being withdrawn as the
matter was compromised between the estate and the Rani of
Gangapur. An appeal against the decision of the Sub-Court, Chi-
cacole, in O.8. No. T4 of 1936 (Puligammi resumption suit) has
been filed in the High Court.

The suit filed by the Raja of Vizianagram questioning the
validity of the Government’s declaration that lis estate and person
should be placed under the Court’s superintendence and the applica-
tion filed by the Court of Wards for leave to appeal to the Privy
Council against the decision of the High Court in regard to the
guardianship of the late Raja’s minor children were pending. They
have since been withdrawn.

The appeal filed in the High Court by the Ramnad estate and
referred to in the Administration Report for fasli 1345 has been
decided against the estate. The Privy Council appeal in what is
known as the ** Jewel case '’ was still pending at the end of the
fasli. It has since been heard by the Privy Council and decided
in favour of the estate.

18. Religious and charitable institutions.—Separate accounts
continued to be maintained for the religious and charitable insti-
tutions which have separate endowments and of which the wards
are the hereditary trustees. There are such institutions in Man-
dasa, Vizianagram, Kurupam, Poravipalaiyam, Kudapalli, Marun-
gapuri, Ramnad and Singampatti. Their administration was satis-
factory and their financial condition generally good. The Devas-
thanam section of the Mandasa estate gets a contribution from
the Avan section for the upkeep of schools, a dispensary, etec.,
attached to it. The Hindu Religious Endowments Board exercises
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jurisdiction over the religious institutions. The Zamindar of Che-
mudu has yet to pay Rs. 469 towards the mesne profits of Jammadi-
valasa belonging to Sri Suryanarayanaswamivaru temple belong-
ing to the Kurupam estate and the matter is the subject of cor-
respondence with him. The religious and charitable institutions
in the Vizianagram estate comprise temples, mosque and choultries
numbering in all 112 of which 83 are endowed and 29 are not
endowed. The management of the institutions is attended to by
amins under' the supervision of the Estate Collector.

19. Encumbered estates.—The provisions of section 45  of

Madras Act I of 1902 continued to be in force in the estates of

Mandasa, Kurupam, South Valluru Part 1, Arni, Ramnad, Sin-
gampatti and Bagalur. The debt due by the Mandasa estate

at the beginning of the fasli was Rs. 1,14,286 and including the

interest and costs that accrued during the year (Rs. 9,874), the
total liabilities were Rs. 1,24,160: of which a sum of Rs. 9,342
was repald during the fasli. Steps are being taken to discharge
the balance with the surplus income of the estate as it becomes
available.

The debts due by the Kurupam estate at the beginning of
the fasli were Rs. 1,18,577 and including the interest and costs
that accrued during the fasli (Rs. 6,133), the total liabilities of
the estate were Rs. 1,24,710 of which a sum of Rs. 48,034 was

repaid and Rs. 1,099 struck off during the fasli. Out of the balance

of Rs. 80,577 outstanding at the close of the fasli in the Kurupam
estate a sum of Rs. 61,738 was due to the Imperial Bank of

Indiq, Madras, and Rs. 3,096 to the Serugada estate in the Orissa
Province.

. The liabilities of the South Valluru Part I estate at the begin-
ning of the fasli amounted to Rs. 1,77,952. Including the interest
(Rs. 7,846) that accrued during the fasli the liabilities were
Rs. 1,85,798. A sum of Rs. 39,169 was repaid leaving a balance
of Rs. 1,46,629. All the available surplus was paid towards the
loan taken from the Imperial Bank of India, Madras.

The debts due by the Arni estate at the beginning of the fasli
were Rs. 41,339, Including the interest (Rs. 2,068) that accrued
during the fasli the total amount of debt was Rs. 43,407. A sum
of Rs. 31,407 was paid leaving a balance of Rs. 12,000 at the
end of the fasli. The Court has since cleared this debt.

The only debt due by the Bagalur estate was to Sugan Chand
Bowcar of Madras and it was Rs. 38,832. Together with the inter-
est of Rs. 991 that accrued during the fasli the total liabilities
amounted to Rs. 39,823. The face value of the securities which
are being accumulated for the repayment of this debt was Rs. 15,800
at the end of the fash.

The total liabilities of the Singampatti estate at the beginning
of the fasli were Rs. 1,55,207, of which a sum of Rs. 27,221 related
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to claims for arrears of salaries und wages and companies bills. A
summ of Rs. 3,383 accrued as interest. Debts to the extent of
Rs. 79,867 were repaid during the fasli, leaving a balance of
Rs. 78,723.

In Ramnad the liabilities at the beginning of the [asli were
Rs. 25-03 lakhs. Including the debts newly contracted (Rs. 5.5
lakhs), debts newly brought to account (Rs. 0-34 lakh) and inter-
est and costs (Rs. 0-90 lakh) that accrued during the fasli, the total
liabilities amounted to Rs. 31.82' lakhs. A sum of Rs. 2.06 lakhs
was repaid and Rs. 0.10 lakh struck off leaving a Dbalance of
Rs. 29-66 lakhs. The Istate Collector is investigating the claims.
The Decree Collector is to frame a scheme for the repayment of
debts after the investigation is completed.

20. Miscellaneous—(a) Schools, dispensaries and other special
institutions.—The Vizianagram estate is maintaining a First Grade
Arts College, a High School, a Sanskrit College, a Music College,
g hospital known as the Maharajah’s Hospital with a Leprosy Clinic,
a Gosha Hospital and a Veterinary Hospital. There were four
first-class passes in Part 1 and two in Part 111 in the Intermediate
Examinations of the Andhra University; while one student attained
the second rank in that examination. One student in the B.A.
class won a University prize. The Ramnad estate maintains a high
school known as the Rajah’s High School, Ramnad. Four schools
and one dispensary were maintained by the Mandasa estate. As
usual u contribution of Rs. 550 was paid from the Arni estate to
the Board High School and the Coronation Elementary School at
Arni. ’

(b) Survey.—A special Revenue Inspector was appointed for
three months for maintenance work in the South Valluru Part I

estate. He attended to a portion of the inmaintenance in Koppaka

Tana villages. The Kurupam estate is not surveyed and it can-
not be surveyed as the estate is still encambered and cannot spare
funds. The Marungapuri estate was surveyed under Act XXVIII
of 1860 and its financial condition cannot admit of a resurvey. Part
of the Mandasa estate is not surveved and the survey could not be
undertaken on account of the financial condition of the estate.

(¢) Forests.—The forests in Arni and Vizianagram estates
were worked in accordance with the rules framed under sections 26
and 32 of Madras Act V of 1882 and those in Kurupam and Marun-
gapuri in accordance with the rules under section 26 of that Act.
The forests in Kurupam estate covering an area of about 300 square
miles were divided into reserves and unreserves. No blocks were
proposed either for afforestation or disafforestation during the fasli.
The mulimettu system was continued in the fasli. The income
from mulimettu fees fell from.Rs. 2,823 in fasli 1345 to Rs. 2,692
in the fasli under report. The bulk of the forest revenue is derived
from minor forests produce; tamarind and myrabolam being the
chief products. There was a fall in the forest revenue from Rs.
15,146 in fasli 1345 to Rs. 14,981 in fasli 1346 and this was mainly
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" due to the smaller number of logs sold in the depoi;. The growth in
the new reserves of Manda and Rella progressed quite satisfactorily.

The area of the forests in Marungupuri estate according to the
resurvey of 1932 is 19,799 acres. The rectification of the survey
records referred to in the last year’s report was attended to block-
war and the estate overseer did the work in respect of 10 out of
19 blocks. The revised notification has to be issued after the recti-
fication is over. A considerable part of the estate forest boundary
adjoining the Government and Sivaganga zamin forests on the
western and south-eastern sides of the estate forests is in good con-
dition. Different species of seeds were sown in the felled coupe
areas for regeneration. According to the working plan, the forest
is divided into nine felling series, one coupe in each being sold every
year in a rotation of 30 years. Nine coupes of the sixth series allotted
for the fasli under report, were sold. There is no Forest Pancha.-
yat in the estate. Revised game rules have yet to be extended by the
Government.

The Vizianagram estate has extensive forests coveri
of 400 square miles of which 231.5 square miles areeg;]vger{:]%darga
the provisioins of the Madras Forest Act, V of 1882. A Governmen}t;
Forest Ranger appointed for the estate as Forest Superintendent is
taking steps to reorganize the forest establishment with reference to
the suggestions made by the District Forest Officer in his scheme
for the future management of the forests.

(d) Enquiry into inam alienations.—In Arni out of the elev
cases of inams alienated, ten were enquired into and the inams We(i‘n
resumed during the fasli. In Kurupam three inams were resu 3
and fully assessed. The inam alienations in the Vizianagram eslt?i
are being investigated. There is only one case of inam alienatfi n
in the Ramnad estate. It is being investigated. o

(e) Important occurrences.—Nil.

21. Condition of tenants.—With referen
Revenue, dated 15th August 1890, No. 393?el;:ve(§l;1(zs.dNto.d 656t2h,
June 1894, and No. 239, Revenue, dated 5th March 1903 t?l eC h
submits the quinquennial statement (Appendix I) showing t(; our
dition of tenants in the estates under itg superintendenc é; 1€ con-

Coercive processes were resorted to in al .
nagram apd South Valluru Part I esta,tesl, 1;3}1112 e:gglt‘gis‘.,e IIII' Vizia-
under sections 78 and 112 of the Madras Estates Land AcIt) gcess_;es
creased. In South Valluru Part I the reason is attributed tas t;;:-
present level of prices and to the existence of absentee t o te
residing outside the villages in which their lands are situated elr\?n }?
difﬁcu}ty was not experienced in the realization of rents in.Marlll](il -
gapuri.

. T
The ryots have not yet completely recovered from the effects

of the fall in prices which set in during the last quinquennium. The -
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condition of the ryots is not encouraging in Kurupam, South Val- -
lury Part 1 and Marungapuri. In Mandasa the rents were found
to be excessive and the Court bad to grant remissions on a liberal
scale and also to write off the arrears relating to faslis prior to fasli
1841. Annas 4 in the rupee on arrears from faslis 1341 to 1345
were also written off. The Estate Collector is making personal in-
vestigation in connexion with this matter and the Court has asked

- him to report the results of his investigation. Information regard-

ing Ramnad estate will be furnished separately. The condition of
the ryots in the other estates under the Court’s managementis on the
whole fair.

22. General.—The general economic situation continued to affect
the finances of the estates as well as the well-being and prosperity
of the ryots. The intricacy of the procedure prescribed by the
Madras Act I of 1908 (amended) was a factor which retarded col-
lection of rent. In spite of these disadvantages, the financial sta-
bility of the estates was maintained and the cost of administration
reduced. Progress was made in the repayment of debts. FExcluding
Vizianagram, Ramnad and Singampatti estates which came under
the Court’s management after the beginning of fasli 1345 there
was an increase in the net demand by Rs. 24,901 and an increase
in cash balance by Rs. 22,195 in fasli 1346 in the rest of the estates.
There was an increase by Rs. 1,800 in the value of Government
securities also.
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G oferroment of ¥ udrus

REVENUE DEPARTMENT

——

G.0. No. 938, 7th April 1938

Court of Wards—Administration report—Fasli 1346—Recorded.

Ruap—the following paper :—
From the Oourt of Wards, No. 3, Press, dated 11th February 1938,

L )

Order—No. 988, Revenue, dated 7th April 1938.
Recorded.

B. G. HoLpsworTH,

Secretary to Government.

'.I!o the Court of Wards.
" w Public Department.
. s Publioc Works :
« 4 Secrotariat and Oounoil L\branes ]
» Government of India, Department of Eduodtion, Health and Lands, with O, L. -
Prom. :

1412, 00,217
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