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PART L

THE POLICE FORCE.

OFFICERS.—I held charge of the depart~
ment till 5th April when Sir Charles
Cunningham, ¢.8.1., yelieved me on his return
from leave. 1 again assumed charge on 8th
October when Sir Charles Cunningham, to
the regret of the Forcein genersal, proceeded
on leave preparatory to retirement.

Deputy Inspectors-General of Police.—
The details below show the officers who held
charge of the various ranges during the
year i—

Name of the officer. Period.

Northern Range.

Mr. J. Elliott ... ... From 1st January to 25th
April.

§i N. Ramapuja From 26th April to 28th

Ayyangar, July and from 12th August

to gist  December.*

*From 29th Julg to 11th
August Mr. A. C. Martin,
District Superintendent
of Police, Vizagapatam,
was in additional charge
of the range.

Central Range.

Mr, A, F. Bulkley Frgm 1at January to 16th

une.
Mr. J. Elliott From 17th June to 29th

September.
Mr. J. Beckett ... From 30th September to
18th November.
Mr. J. S. Wilkes ... From 19th November to 31st
December.

Southern Range.
Sri  N. Ramanuja From lst January to 15th

Ayyangar, April. .
Mr.” A. J. Happell, From 16th April to 3lst
0.B.E. December.

Western Range.
Mr. L. B. Gasson From 1st January to 7th

April. .
Mr. 0. E. Windle, From 8th April to 3lst
0.8.E, December.
Railways and C.1.D., Madras.
Mr. C. H. Gadsden, From lst January to 24th

C.LE. une.
3Ir. A. F. Bulkley .. From 25th June to 3lst
December.

'Mr. A. J. Happell, 0.B.E., was the Com-
missioner of Police, Madras City, till 5th
April. I relieved him, and remained in
charge till the 6th October when I handed
over to Mr. J. Elliott, who held the post for
the remainder of the year.

Assistant Inspector-General of Police—~
Mr. H. Keene was the Assistant Inspector-
General of Police throughout the year.

9 districts had no change of District
Superintendents of Police in the year while
15 had one change and the remaining 3 had
two changes each. District Superintendents
of Police held additional charge of subdivi~
gions for short periods on 11 occasions.
Transfers of gazetted officers were minimized
to the utmost extent possible.

Mr. F. L. Underwood, Distriet Superin-
tendent of Police, Mr. W. F. A. Haomil-
ton, Assistant District Superintendent of
Police and Sri G. Rangaswami Ayyangar,
Deputy Superintendent of Police, continued
to be on deputation under the Government
of India. .

Shaikh Muhammad Belgami Sahib Baha~
dur, Deputy Superintendent of Police, who
was transferred to the Orissa Province,
reverted to this Province on 27th March at
his own request. ‘

Mr. W. B. Middleton, Assistant Distriot
Superintendent of Police, commanded the
temporary East Coast Special Police till the
31st May when he handed over charge to
Mr. E.  S. 'Treasure, Assistant District
Superintendent of Police. Mf. B. O’Brien,
Deputy Superintendent of Police, succeeded
Mr. E. S. Treasure on 30th July and held
charge of the Force until its disbandment on
30th September.

Two officers of the Indian Police and five
officers of the Madras Police Service retired
on pension in the year and one Indian Police
probationer was invalided. The late Sri
A. K. Rajsh Ayyar, Distriot Superintendent
of Police, who retired on 1st May, died on’
11th June.

5. STRENGTH (statement D, column 16),—
The sanctioned strength of the permanent
Force, exclusive of the Malabar Special Polico,
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on the last day of the year was 26,952 or
77 more than in the previous year.

The following circumstances were mainly
responsible for the change in strength :—
(1) The reorganization of the Traffic
Department of the Madras City Police
resulting in the addition of 1 Sergeant-Major,
3 sub-inspectors, 1 head constable and 54

police constables and the reduction of 1
sergeant.

(2) The Government House Guard of 2
head constables and 14 constables for employ-
ment both at Madras and Ootacamund which
had been on a temporary basis being made
permanent.

(8) The formation of a District Intelli-
gence Bureau in the Malabar district.

The temporary additional forces shown at the end of Statement D are—

I. Police forces employed on the  .u
Kallar reclamation work,

I1. Police force employed on criminal
tribes settlements.

1I1. Plague police

1V. Private gnardsincluding additional
police.

V. Police force emgﬂoyed in the
Central Recruits’ Schools.

VI. Police force cmployed for
Prohibition work in the Salem
district.

VII. Other temporary forces (on account 1
of Madura bifurcation, harbour
establishments, etc.)

-

Total .

Additional police.—Violent local factions
necessitated the retention of the additional
police forces at Konakondla and Poliki in
the Anantapur district and at Nandavaram
in the Bellary district. It wasalso necessary
to locate a temporary additional force of 1
head constable and 4 constables in Beeralli
village, Bellary district, with effect from lst

Qctober.

Recruitment.—There were 91 vacancies in
the Force on the last day of the yearas
against 110 in 1936. These vacancies were
filled shortly after the close of the year.

Applications for enlistment by men of the
required stamp far exceeded the number of
vacancies. Those enlisted . included 187
members of the scheduled classes and 46 ex-
army men. Among the recruits, 61 held
Secondary School-leaving Certificates, 1 the
Intermediate qualifieation in Arts and 1

was a graduate.

Casualties (statement E, columns 31 to 36).—
There were 1,209 casualties in the permanent
Force as agninst 1,111 in the previous year,
an increase of 98 or 8°8 per cent. Marked
increases were recorded under “ Discharges ”
+4-98, “ Retirements” - 25, Dismissals '+
17, “ Resignations ”+ 12 and © Deaths '+
10.

Health (statement E, columns 37 to 39).—
The health of the Force continued, on the

Superin-
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whole, to be satisfactory. The- percentage
of admissions into hospital was 107'5 as
compared with 1089 in 1986, while the
percentage of men absent from duty daily
on account of sickness was 8'7 as against
3'6 in the previous year. The number of
police officers who died during the year
was 206 against 196 in 1936.

3. EDUCATION (statement E, columns 24 -

and 25),—The numbers of head comstables
and constables in the Force on the last day of
the year were 2,686 and 22,200 respectively.
3 or 01 per cent of the former and 593 or
27 per cent of the latter were illiterate
against 4 or 0°'1 per cent and 665 or 3'0 per
cent respectively in 1986. Illiterates are
being steadily eliminated.

4, TRAINING SCHOOLS—The Provineial
Police Training School, Vellore.—Mr. H. G.
Turness, District Superintendent of Police,
was the Principal of the School throughout
the year.

Three probationary Assistant District
Superintendents of Police and ] proba-
tionary Deputy Superintendent of Police

were under training at the beginning of the -

year and, except for one probationary
Assistant District Superintendent of Police
whose studies were delayed owing to sick-
ness, they were posted to districts for
practical instruction on the completion of
their training in the School. 2 probationary
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Asgistant District Superintendents of Police,
one recruited in India and the other in
England, and 3 probationary Deputy
Superintendents of Police, joined the School
during the year.

Subordinate officers.—The year opened
with 76 sub-inspector cadets on the rolls of
the School. 71 of these completed the
course and were posted to districts, 8 who
failed to attain the standard required were
discharged and the remaining two resigned.
52 newly recruited sub-inspector cadets and
2 cadets from Coorg and 3 from the Civil
and Military Station, Bangalore, joined the
School in October. Among these, 21 were
graduates and 17 had passed the Inter-
mediate examination in Arts.

Training of the cadets,.—The examination
results showed that, except in regard to the
Indian Evidence Act and languages, the
work of instructors was good. The staff
of the School has included one Munshi only

- and when several officers are under training

at the same time, some studying Tamil at
various stagesand others Telugu, an instruc-
tor in each language is, I think, essential
and, since the close of the year, the
Government have, at my request, sanctioned
the employment of another Munshi. The
general health of the staff and of the
cadets was satisfactory and discipline was well
maintained. Efficiency and keenness were
shown in out-door work, sports and games.
The hostel continned to be run well.

Probationary sergeants.—Courses were held
for 8 soldiers under vocational training and
6 probationary sergeants. 9 of these were
posted to districts and the remaining &
were under training at the close of the year.

Presidency Police Sportsand Conference.—
In December 1986, the Government were
pleased, after an interval of seven years, to
sanction the revival of the Presidency Police
Sports and Conference and the functions were
duly held at Vellore in January1937. The
sports include not only athletic events but
also:shooting, marching and other competi-
tions which are definite items of police train-
ing. District teams competed with their old
keenness and vigour and there can, I con-
tend, be no doubt but that these sports foster
esprit de corps and the team spirit which is
invaluable in helping to maintain the effici-
ency of the Armed Reserves. Three Deputy
Inspectors-General and 21 district officers
attended the conference at which I presided
and many subjects were discussed to general
advantage. The Government were unable,
unfortunately, to sanction the holding of the
sports and conference in the current year but
the igsue of more favourable orders will, I
hope, be possible hereafter.

District sports were carried out in most
district headquarters, but the fact that the
Presidency Sports were not to be held re-
moved the main incentive for teams to
excel.

- Central Reeruits’ Schools.—The Central Recruits’ School, Vizianagram, continued to
remain closed. Details regarding the recruits trained in the other three schools are given

below i—
Number of recruits under Number of recruits ﬁ)assed out to
training in the year. districts, casualties, etc.
< 9:&-4 et Q :p vy E -+ gy M
‘Name of school. =3 ga ° Ef’ §€ % % °
EeEy S o B £ b
5SES pip, 55,5 £ ggsi
t2%e 2EEE 3 0 2338 0% 2sezc 3
282F HBw& = 5853 @ Eﬁﬁ'ﬁ <
. Zz z & 4 o ~ =
Central Recruits’ School—
. Vellore .. 158 519 677 318 32 327 677
Apantapur .. .. . 120 315 435 247 83 105 435
Coimbatore ... e 2062 434 696 378 31 287 696

The schools were efficiently run, discipline
was satisfactory and the health of the
recruits was good. Special attention on
scientific lines was paid to diet, and all
recruits were supplied with excellent food at

very reasonable prices.

- 5, CONDUCT—Departmental punishments,
excluding theawards of blackmarks (statement E,
columns 10 to 13)—Figures of departmental

1-a

punishments excluding blackmarks awarded
in the last three years are as follows :—

Percentage of the number
— of subordinate officers and
men departmentally
punished to theactual
strength,

1935, 1936. 1937,

For absence without leave... 02 02 02

For offences other than 34 31 25
absence without leave.

Total ... 36 33 27

m— e— pm—
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The percentage of blackmarks awarded

105 in 1936. 94 men were dismissed, 13

to the actual strength of the constabulary on for absence without leave, the previous year’s
the last day of the year was 10°1 as against figures being 77 and 12 regpectively.

Appeals.—A comparative statement of appeals received and disposed of in the last three

years ig given below :—

Percentage of

N u.mbef1 pfh a&peals agpeals iu1 which
. in whic e the punishments
Authority, Numl;?;:iivg peals punishments were were cancelled or
cancelled or modified to those
modified. which were
disposed of.

A

1935, 1936. 1937, 1935, 1936. 1937,  1935. 1936, 1097,
By the Inspector-General 83 74 V4 7 8 7 84 108 95

By the Deputy Inspectors-General

40 appeals were preferred to the Govern-
ment compared with 16 in 1936, All were
rejected except one which was pending
disposal at the end of the year.

Judleial punishments. (statement E, eolumns
14 to 21).—32 subordinate officers and men
were punished by criminal courts as against
44 in the previous year. The number
convicted for offences committed in their
official capacity was 12 and {for offences
committed in their private capacity was
20, as against 19 and 25 respectively in
1936.

3 men were convicted under the Police

Act compared with 1 in 1936 and the
number convicted for negligently allowing
prisoners to escape was 3 as against 7 in the
previous year.

A sub-inspector of the Cuddapah district
was convicted under Sections 120-B, 211,
194 and 196, Indian Penal Code, in the
Kondapuram false murder conspiracy case of
1984 and sentenced to five years’ rigorous
imprisonment,

A sub-inspector of the North Arcot
district, while on leave in Europe, was
convicted by a Court at Lucerne, Switzerland,
for the theft of watches and was expelled
from that country. He was later dismissed
from the Force on his return to India.

A constable in the Chittoor district was
sentenced to one year’s rigorous imprisonment
for extortion.

In 10 districts, no member of the Police
Force was convicted in criminal courts.

6. TITLES AND REWARDS-—Titles.—The
title of C.I.E. was conferred on me in the
year.

The following honours were conferred on
other police officers : —

Diwan Bahadur.—Srt Rao Bahadur

N. Ramanuja Ayyangar, Deputy Inspector-
@eneral of Police.

395 427 3857 108 153 107 3803 3878 317

Rao Bakadur.—Sri Rao Sahib K. Brah-
mayya Pantulu and Sri Rao Sahib

S. Venkatesa Ayyar, Deputy Superintendents
of Police.

Rao Sahib~Sri N. Ganeswara Rao and
Sri V. Natesa Ayyar, Deputy Superinten-
dents of Police, and Cirele Inspectors
S. Duraiswami Pillai and B. Lakshminara-
yana Rao Nayudu.

The King's Police Medal and the Indian Police
Medal.—Awards were made to the officers
and men noted below :—

The King’s Police Medal—(a) For
gallantry (posthumous grants).—The late
sub-inspector C. V. Subbayya Nayudu and
head constable Anandan Nayar. i

(b) For  meritorious  service.—
Sri Rao Sahib P. S. Jamburamaswami
Ayyar and Sri Rao Bahadur M. 8. Vaidya-
natha Mudaliyar, Deputy Superintendents
of Police, and Circle Inspectors Saiyid
Rahimat-ul-la Saiyid Usman Sahib Bahadur
and K. Venkataramanujam Nayudu Garn.
The Indian Police Medal—(a) For
gallantry.——Circle Inspectors T. T. Ranga-
chariar and Muvhammad Anwar Ali, sub-
inspector A. S.  Rajiva, sergeant
W. J. Boston and head constable Narayana
Nayar.

(b) For  meritorious  service.—Sir
Charles B. Cunningham, ¢.s.1., Mr D. Cross-
ley, District Superintendent of Police, Sri
Rao Bahadur N. H. Jagadisa Ayyar, Deputy
Superintendent of Police (retired), Sri Rao
Sahib K. Viswanatha Pillai, Deputy
Superintendent of Police, Circle Inspectors
K. S. Rajagopala Ayyangar, Rao Sahib
N. V. Totadri Ayyangar, P. Purushottam
and Muhammad Abdul Wahab Khan, sub-
inspector S. Srinivasalu Nayudu and

head constables G. V. Narasayya, C. Artha--

nari Pillai and C. Ramaswami Nayudu.

Rewards (statement E, columns 22 and 23).—
The amounts of rewards granted to police
officers and private individuals during the

year and in the previous year are shown
below :— ‘

INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF POLIOE

1936. 1937,
v‘a = . “s o .
55 % B %
L B L
Z=~ 4 &5 2
Rewards to police RS. RS,
flicers—
° I\Eadras City . 057 7,298 694 3,865
Districts including 6,937* 40,934* 7,306 37,954
the Crimina
Investigafjon
Department.

Total .. 7,594 48,232 8,000 41,819

Rewards to private in.
dividuals  including
village officers— o0 Lis 168 G50
Madras Cit 207 1,42
%iﬁrictf iyx'lclndin 6,661* 28,626¢ 6,828 27,736
the Criminal
Investigation
Department.

Total ... 6,868 30,050 6,996 28,386

—— A S e i

» Excludes figures for the first quarter of 1936
for the areas transferred to Orissa.

The steady increase which has been
apparent in the mufassal dur.ing the last few
years in the number of private individuals
rewarded is an indication of the co-operation

Particulars of the grantees.

5

between the public and the police which
continues to improve. :

Wherever considered appropriate, out-
standing good work was recognized by the
grant of good-service entries to police officers
and letters of appreciation or parchment
certificates to the members of the general
public.

An example of the public spirit which
animates an ever increasing number of non-
officials occurred in the Ramnad district.
A loaded motor busproceeding from Watrap
to Srivilliputtur came upon a desperado who,
at & lonely part of the road, was holding up
a party of pilgrims at the point of a revolver.
The driver of the bus, although warned by
the robber to continue his journey on pain
of being shot, stopped the biis and he and
several passengers, and later assisted by
some local ryots, with great courage and
resolution, tackled the ecriminal to such
purpose that he was disabled and secured,
but not before one of the rescue party was
wounded by a shot from the revolver.

Extraordinary family pensions and come
passionate allowances and gratulties.—The
following allowances and extraordinary
pensions and compassionate gratuities were
granted by the Government in the year :—

Amount granted. - Remarks,

1. To the eldest sons of two con- Rs. 11 and Rs. 10 per men- The two constables lost their lives in a

stables of the Madura South sem.
district.

9. The widow of a private indivi- Gratuity Rs. 100
dual in the adura South

raid arranged to effect the arrest of

an armed and dangerous warrantee,
The deceased was killed when heo

attempted to frustrate an organized

distriet. robbery.
3. An ex-constable of the Ramnad Re.1 per mensem w An extraordinary wound pension was
district. : granted in addition to an invalid
pension as the ex-constable was
permanently  incapacitated = from
service on account of a wound
received in  an  encounter with
dacoits, ‘
4, An ex-constable of the Madras Rs. 4-5-0 per mensem ... | These constables were removed from

Cit

the force but in view of their lonﬁ

5. TwoZi—constables of the Vizaga- Ra. 5-12-0 and Ra. 3-11-0 per qualifying service were grante

patam district. mensem,

compassionate allowances. 7

. The dependents of 117 deceased Gratuities _varying from Granted in view of the approved service
6 psucep officers (against 156 in Ras. 50 to Rs. 500, of the deceased and the poor

the previous year).

4. COST (statement D, columns 17 to 19).—
The total cost of the department for the
year 1937-38, excluding the final accounts
for March 1938, was Rs. 1,67,71,749 com-~
pared with Rs. 1,56,51,096 for the previous
financial year.

The increase mainly occurred in regard to
the “ District Executive Force ” ander the
heads “ Pay of Police Force ”, “ Travelling
Allowances ”, © Contingencies ” and “ Cloth-
ing, Arms and Equipment ”.

8. BUILDINGS AND HOUSING -THE
FORCE,—The Government quarters which

existed at the end of the year for subordi-

circumstances in which their depon-
dents were left,

nate officers below the rank of Circle
Inspector are shown below :—

Percentago
roportion to
Nu:)nber the sanctioned
Rank. quarters strength %{n each
existing, ”ﬁl ¥
—~— -
1936, 1937,
Sergeants-major, 136 681 712
charge-sergeants
and sergeants.
Sab-inspectors ... 482 340 342
Head constables ... 2011 660 6777
Constables ... 14,702 661 672

Appropriations of Rs. 1,70,800 for police
minor works were sanctioned by the Govern-
ment for the financial year 1937-38,

9. CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES.~—The total

number of members of the various police
. -
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co-operative societies in the districts of the
Province and the Madras City at the close
of the year was 14,844 and the total paid-
up share capital was Rs. 8,59,350. These
societies continued to function well,

General Provident Fund.—Details of sub-
scribers to the General Provident Fund in
the last two years are as follows:—

Percentage
on the
actual strength,

Rank of Number of
subscribers. subscribers.

193. 1937, 1936, 1937,

Inspectors . 235 231 911 92:8*
Sergeants-major, 172 177 940 97-8
charge-ser-
geants and
sergeants,

Sub-inspectors ... 1,167 1,233 803 855
Head constables. 2,428 2,461 885 916
Constables .o 18,445 19,281 837 868

Total . ... 22,447 23383 841 874

* Due to change in strength,

10. WORK OF INSPECTORS AND SUB-
INSPECTORS.—] have again to acknowledge
gratefully the general good work, with the
inevitable but few exceptions, of the Ins-
pectorate.  The officers of this grade
continue to demonstrate what an invaluable
link they form in the administrative chain
of the department.

The sub-inspectors have on the whole
performed their difficult and ever-increasing
duties remarkably well. Alone and with
few subordinates at their command they
have frequently to deal with dangerous
situations when courage of a high order,
firmness, tact and quick decisions are called
for, and it must, I think, be acknowledged,
they seldom fail.

11. ARMED RESERVES AND PRESI-
DENCY GENERAL RESERVE.—The efficiency
and discipline of the District Armed Reserves
and all detachments of the Presidency
General Reserve were well maintained and
the forces kept up to strength.

Two of His Majesty’s Indian Ships visited
the Vizagapatam harbour during the year
and continuous oontact was maintained with-
out difficulty between the signallers on the
vessels and the Armed Reserve signallers on
shore.

Other unavoidable duties made it impossi-
ble for the East Gddavari District Armed
Reserve to carry out more than one Agency
training tour but the Vizagapatam District
Armed Reserve performed both the usual bi-
annual tours. Useful training programmes
were completed to the general advantage of
all concerned. The systematic prophylactio
measures taken to safeguard the health of
the forces were extremely successful and
there was practically no sickness either
during or after the tours. This is in striking
contrast to the large numbers of men who,
in previous years, invariably contracted
malarin whilst in the Agency tracts. The
Government were pleased to sanction during
the year the deputation of an’ experienced

Subadar of the Malabar Special Police to-
attend the Agency training tours as an
umpire, critic and adviser in tactical exer-
cises and this concession, of which advan-
tage will be taken in the current year,
should be of much value.

The temporary East Coast Special -Police:
Force raised at the end of 1936 and placed at.
the disposal of the Government of India to
assist the Customs authorities in stamping:
out smuggling on the French {rontiers in the
South Arcot and Tanjore districts was
disbanded, one company on the 31st May
and the other on the 30th September.

12. MALABAR SPECIAL POLICE.—The-
Commandant, Captain A. O. C. Pettyfer, went
on leave on 13th May and Lieut. A. A.J. Dan-
vers, the Adjutant and Assistant Commandant,
was in charge of the Force for the rest of the
year in addition to his own duties. Mr. H. R.
Longhurst, Assistant District Superintendent
of Police, was the Assistant Commandant
throughout the year.

The reorganization and change in the
disposition of the Force sanctioned in
G.O. No. 3761, Home, dated 22nd Decem-
ber 1936, was given effect to on 1st April,
The sanctioned strength of Indian Officers is
now 27 compared with the original figure
of 28, while the number of petty officers and
men increased from 736 to 737. The camp
at Nilambur was closed down and the Force
is now located in four posts. There were no-
resignations in the year. 18 petty officers
and men retired from service against 28 in
the previous year and the other casualties
were 1 dismissal, 5 discharges and 1 death.
Service in the Force was ag popular as ever
and there was no difficulty in obtaining
recruits of the standard required.

The average number of men absent from
duty per day on account of sickness contin-
ued to decline and was 39'39 against 4214
in the previons year. The numbers of men
admitted into hospital due to malaria and
venereal diseases were 48 and 19 against 61
and 20 respectively in 1936.

680 officers and men subscribe to the
General Provident Fund compared with 669
in the previous year.

In spite of the fact that the Force was
without a permanent Commandant for
eight months, efficiency and discipline were
maintained at the usual high level.

The smmunition, the explosives and the
arms of the battalion were inspected during
the year by officers of the Indian Army
Departments concerned. -

The Hon’ble the Prime Minister visited
the detachment of the Force at Malappuram
in October.

The annual military inspection was carried
out in December by Major A. P. Walsh, and
was of particular value as this officer inspected
the Force in the previous year and so was
able to make comparisons. He noticed a
great improvement in tactics and practical
work off the parade ground. The Deputy
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Inspector-General of Police, Western Range,
:attended the inspection.

The new wireless sets supplied in 1936
have not been entirely satisfactory and, with

‘the sanction of the Government, the instal-

lations were inspected by the Divisional
Engineer, Western Wireless, Bombay, in
October and his report is under the considera-

‘tion of the Government. Visual signalling

was maintained at the very high standard
which one now expects from the signallers
of the Malabar Special Police. The motor
vehicles attached to the Force were kept in
good order and rendered efficient service.

One Indian Officer ‘and nine petty officers
attended instructional courses at the Small
Arms School, Pachmarhi, the Army School of
Physical Training, Ambala, the Army Signal
School, Poona, and the Small Arms Factory,
Ishapore, and all of them qualified with merit.

18. VILLAGE POLICE.—The steady im-
provement in the extent of co-operation of
village officers with the police in combating
crime and maintaining law and order, which
‘has been apparent in recent years, continued.

Village Vigilance Committees, except in
those places where local factions make their
formation undesirable, are mnow firmly
established in most villages in the province
and are rendering invaluable public service.
The tabie below gives some idea as to the
extent these non-official bodies co-operated
with the authorities during the year :—

Work done by Village Vigilance Commitiees
during the year 1937.
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Vizagapatam e | 605 42 13 ° ')5 }7 1(1\ :11'_35
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West Godavari ... | 490§ 29 H Wl M E
Kistna . e LUO2 68 10 1 ]
Guntur ... L} o8e3 49 ’z ;1’ 1-3 5
Nellore w1 14227 50 12 4 3|15 20,
Kurnool .. o] 700 6] .3 g 115 7
Bellary ... | 008 13 1;‘ 13 1 ;
Anantapur RS B R 10 3 a1 9 4§
Cuddapah ... .| 216 18 4 it el
Chittoor ... .. | 320 27 3 Q0 o]~
North Arcot . | 1461 49 12; (‘: % f" o
‘Chingleput .. 11522 30 A ; e
South Arcot . | 802 45 2 Fl.. L :
TAanjore _ ee  wee | 1092 20 1 2; N
Madura North ... ] 648 v 21 8 4 g1 6
MadurnSouth .. | 667 14 4 2 1Al 2f.
Ramnad e e g:‘.g t;»fs) 19 38 7 4 e
Tinnevelly ... ver 37 2 By 2
Trichinopoly .. {1,002 148 449 :;h 0113 ] 123
Salem v e | 12 67 2N 21 11 5] 14
Coimbatore I 17 g 6 1 aley
“The Nilgiris 24 3 - | 2
South Kanara ..} 5 10 2 2 21
Malabar .. .. f 91 26 9 4 4 _32
Total ... 20,512 1,035 32 291 | 55 1104 | 887

In addition to the Village Vigilance Com-
mittees, Prohibition Committees have been
formed in each police station ares in the
Salem district with the object of assisting
the authorities in enforcing Prohibition, and
Village Prohibition Committees were also 1n
the process of formation at the close of the
year.

In accordance with the wishes of the
Government, an experimental scheme for the
local police in rural areas to organize village
games and sports has been formulated and
will be given effect to during the current’
year. The idea seems an excel_lent one,
providing as it will a new interest in country
parts where few healthy diversions exist, and
the results which follow should be to the
great advantage of the authorities and the
community in general.

The Social Service League in Madura
maintained its fine record of service in
assisting pilgrims and local inhabitants
during the important festivals celebrated in
that town and, as usual, the co-operation of
its honorary officials and members with the
police was very good.

I should also like to acknowledge with
thanks the services rendered by Boy Scout
troops in the North Arcot district in similar
circumstances.

As has been mentioned in the Administra-
tion Reports for the two previous years, the
formation of bodies equivalent to the Madura
Social Service League in other important
places of pilgrimage in the Province would
be of great assistance to the public and the
authorities, and I can see no reason why
guch bodies should be confined to places of
pilgrimage. }

14. GHAT TALAIYARIS.—The sanctioned
and actual number of these talaiyaris re-
mained at 77, and they continued to justify
their existence. A B

PART 1I.

STATISTICS OF CRIME.*

15. GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE-
YEAR.—There was little improvement in- the':
economic conditions during the year although
the sversge prices of staple food grains,
excluding ragi, were slightly higher than in_
1936. There was considerable unemploy-
ment in most parts of the Province. The
gouth-west monsoon was on ‘the whole
defective except in Chingleput, Chittoor,

¢ The erime figures for the Ganjam and Jeypore
districts have h%cn excluded from the figures for
1936 quoted, as practically the whole of -these
districts were transferred to the Orissa Province on
1st Apri} 1936, ‘

I
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Trichinopoly, the Maduras, Ramnad and
South Kanara, while the north-east monsoon
was bordering on or above normal only in
Cuddapah, the Carnatie, the Central districts,
Tanjore and the West Coast. There was
abnormally heavy rain in the Chingleput and
the South Arcot districts towards the close
of the year with the result that many tanks
were breached and standing crops in large
areas were ruined. Famine -conditions
prevailed in parts of Bellary, Xurnool,
Anantapur and Chittoor and the opening of
relief works in Bellary district was necessary
before the close of the year.

There were outbreaks of plagune in
Anantapur, Chittoor and Bellary and
temporary police staffs had to be employed
to enforce plague regulations or to guard
evacuated villages.

In spite of these adversé circumstances, it
iy satisfactory to note that there was a
general decrease in professional as well as.
total crime in the year under review.

The table below compares the prices of
staple food-grains with grave crime figures
for the last three quinquennia’and it will be-
noticed that in 1937 there was a further
decrease of 4 per cent in grave crime :—

Comparative statement showing the relation between grave crime and prices of

», R

Years. . . g &

& & D a
1) 2 @& & %)
1923 .. 60 98 104 420
1924 .. 52 90 85 453
1926 .. 52 88 94 313
1926 ... vee 56 100 97 243
127 .. 54 1 8H 263
Average 55 94 93 338
1928 ... 57 99 94 197
1929 .. 63 1I'1 102 183
1930 . vee 71 135 129 200
1931 ... . 96 183 168 216
1932 .. 99 184 164 196
Average ... 77 142 131 198
1933 .. W 117 193 191 156
193¢ ... w117 1983 186 198
1935 101 154 146 179
1936 .. . 105 168 161 139
1937 ... v 103 174 158 71
Avorage .. 100 175 168 149

|

— —— —

staple food-grains for the years 1923 to 1937.

. 43 < L
. g AR
] H = & o 5.9
£ 9 =2 2% =885
= =k =3 ap=] -~ Pt —
=] o.0 - e >ood
=] es] 8] o 3
(6) (7) )] €)) (10)
879 9,162 3,130 17,052 31,505

878 10317 3835 18501 31859
02 8774 3590 17753 32,009
575 7527 3,222 16551 28987
712 7,728 3688 16317 30,137

749 8,702 3,493 17,335 31499

636 6878.3,328 15040 27,912
596 6,778 3,012 16257 27700
625 7018 2860 16253  27.868
652 7338 3008 15324  97.597
624 6528 2,673 14582 95560

627 6,908 2,976 15671 27327

657 6,166 2715 14069 24,812
612 6235 2789 14431 25312
626 6,151 3020 15196 26267
557 5505 3,027 14459 24762
372 5105 2890 14,276 23770

565 5832 2,888 14,486 24,985

* Number of Government seers per rupee.
Nore.—The crime figures for the Ganjamm and Jeypore districts have been excluded from this

statement.

A graph showing the relation between the
prices of staple food-grains, the numbers of
true cases of cognizable crime and of grave
crime during the last fifteen years is on page
ii prefixed to this report.

16. TOTAL COGNIZABLE CRIME.—The
total number of true cases of cognizable
crime, other than offences under the Special
and Local Laws and the Nuisance Sections of
the Indian Penal Code, was 38,422 asagainst
39,457 in the previous year, a decrease of
1,035 cases. The largest number of cages
was, as usual, recorded in the Madras City,
the figure being 3,018 compared with 3,019
in 1036. Decreases in crime were apparent
in 17 districts, the most noticeable reductions

being—

PER CENT.
The Nilgiris 253
Malabar ... en 16-9
Madura South 14-4
Salem 185
Trichinopoly 130
Nellore 115
Cuddapak ... 103

There were increases in the remaining
10 districts, the most marked being—

PER CENT.
South Kanara 171
Kistna 169
Railway Police, Madras ... 129
Bellary 103
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The effective control exercised over
criminal organizations, both local and non-
local, the increased co-operation by the local
Village Vigilance . Committees and by
members of the general public, intelligence in
the application of the  Abeyance” system
of control of Criminal Tribe members and the
adoption of the system of joint responsibility
among them, the valuakle help rendered by
the Central Crime Branch of the Criminal
Investigation Department and the District
Intelligence Bureaux in the detection and
prevention of crime, and the general keen-
ness of the rank and file of the Force with
the direction and encouragement of their
superior officers, all contributed fo the satis-
factory decrease in the total volume of crime,
The increase in crime in the districts men-
tioned is engaging my attention. It is
necessary, I think, continually to stress the
importance of making adequate use of the
Security Sections of the Criminal Procedure

Code and the desirability in this regard for
the close co-operation of the Police with the
Magistracy.

The total number of cases under the
Special and Local Laws and for Nuisance
offences inoreased considerably in the year
by 8,807 cases or 256 per cent, and by
80,806 or 163 per cent respectively, Madras
City, Tinnevelly, Trichinopoly, . Tanjore,
Coimbatore, Salem and Nellore being mainly
responsible for the former increase and
Madras City, South Arcot, Coimbatore,
North Arcot, Anantapur and Kistna for the
latter. The policy of prevention by way
of warning and advice rather than prosecu-
tion, which was adopted in Madras City in
1936, failed and it was necessary to revert to
the normal procedure of prosecution.,

The table below shows that the Madras
Province continues to obtain considerably
more crime work from its Police than other
Provinces in India :—

Statement showing proportion of police to population and to cognizable erime Investigated
and the incidence of crime per 1,000 of population in 1936.

. b
S &
2 o
S 23
8 &%
& Name of Province, P(gi[:)l;la- P :E-
2 ) “ o B
B = 2%
=] 'g‘n To
2 g 23
& £ g
w 177} =¥
1. North-West Frontier 2,425,076 6,367 26
Province,
2, Bombay - 16,830,670 18287 11
3, The Punjab ... .. 23551210 22757 10
4., The Central Provin- 15,323,000 11,533 08
ces.
5. The United Pro- 48,408,763 33652 07
vinces.
6. Madras e 43,941,770 26875 06
7. Bengal o 48,704,346 24,112 05
8. Assam 8,663,758 4,442 05
9. Bihar e o 32,371,434 12316 04

Arrests and convictions for drunkenness
during the year are given below :—

. Number Number
Ares. arrested. convicted.®
r - > r * )
Men., Women. Men. Women.
Urban 12,757 420 12,659 509
Rural 3,958 565 4,887 377

* This number includes those who appeared voluntarily or
on summeons,

17. SERIOUS OFFENCES AGAINST PERSON
AND PROPERTY.—A map showing the com-
parative criminality of the various districts
including the Madras City is prefixed to the
report. The number of serious offences
against person and property showed a further
decrease of 432 cases or 2'8 per cent

2

Total cognizable crime Incidence per E.?o.
tad (ot 1.000 of R
reported (statement A). population. s:c:
~ - ;} - ﬁo A ] %%
o R 2 =2
ef F ERRC
o ) =

o g ] O EE s

% e g8 . e % Mmoo

2~ 538 < =8 g &&2

g2 Ba® § 8% E ¢E8

] = = & = J-Y

8,041 4,452 12,493 52 33 20
18,440 7,619 26,059 15 11 14
42,006 20,180 62,186 26 1-8 29
46,881 6,235 53,116 35 31 25
61,634 78,560 140,194 249 13 39
40,564 216410 256,974 58 09 94

53,449 14,962 68,411 14 11 26
13,962 1,614 15,576 18 16 34
36,197 5,685 41,882 13 .11 30

compared with the previous year. The ratios
of crime to population in this province in the
last three years have been one case to every
2,816, 2,877 and 2,960 persons respectively.

18. GRAVE CRIME.—Classified figures of
grave crime in each of the three years ending
with 1937 are shown in the statement below.
There was in the year under review a further
decrease of 992 cases or 4'0 per cent in the
total volume of grave crime, the propor-
tionate decreases being—

Dacoity ... . .. 489 per cent.
Robbery ... .. 3832
Housebreaking ... 73
Cattle theft w &5
1 .
l-

»
3

2

Murder ...
Ordinary theft ...

8 13
3

»
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True cases of grave crime reported during the three years ending with 1937, (Compiled from special refurns from distriets.)
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26,267 24,762

14,459 14,276

372 6,151 5505 5,105 15,196

626

71

79

1,095 1,075 1,056

Total

23,770 Total.

3,020 3,027 2,890
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I am glad to report that vigorous work in
the Malabar district, where crime in recent
years hassteadily increased, has yielded good
results and there has been an appreciable fall
under all heads of grave crime except
murder. Murders in this district are due in
a large measure to the ready resort to the
knife in quarrels and in my opinion. more
deterrent punishments are necessary in all

cases of hurt in which dangerous weapons are

used.

There has been a considerable reduction
under all heads of grave erime in.the Salem
district and how far this is duae to prohibition
remains to be seen.

An effective drive by the Vizagapatam
police in the control of Criminal Tribe
members, both registered and unregistered,
has had an effect on crime in that distriet.
The increase of property offences in the
Coimbatore district is attributed to the
activities of unregistered Valayar Criminals
and the question of bringing them under the
Criminal Tribes Act is being examined.

19. MURDER.—A  steady decline in
murders is noticeable during the last 3 years.
Coimbatore, as usual, heads the list recording
the same figure as in 1936, viz., 127. Con-
siderable increases are apparent in Madras

City and BEast and West Godavari, Kurnool

and Tinnevelly districts. Outrages in con-
nection with the Hindu-Muslim trouble were
responsible for the increase in the Madras
City, and factions and sexual matters were
the incentives for many cases in the districts.
There was a fall in 12 districts which wasg
particularly mnoticeable in Salem, North
Madura and Ramnad.

Murders committed in the last two years

classified according to motive are as
under :—
Motive for murder. 1936. 1937,
1. Due to sexual motives .. 269 274
2, Family disputes ... w200 187
3. Faction w106 155
4. Robbery 93 92
6. Other causes e w407 348

Total .. 1,073 1,056

The very large increase in the number of
factious murders is a disturbing feature.
The highest figures in this regard were
recorded in the Tinnevelly, Vizagapatam,
Kurnool, Coimbatore, Cuddapah and Gintur
districts and the matter is engaging my close
attention. The peculiar thing about factious
murders is that the factions are well known
to the police, the magistracy and the public;
but it is extremely difficult to get the factions
leaders bound over, owing to the strict
interpretation of the law. The result,
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however, is not only disastrous but, I think,
disgraceful. In some places where faction
has gone beyond even the limit which the
present system allows, additional police have
had to be stationed at the expense of the
local people. If this blot is to be removed
from the general administration some other
plan must be tried, and if it were possible to
introduce  legislation by which known
factionists should deposit substantial amounts
ina fund with the Government from which
the victims’ relations could be compensated
and from which fines could be taken,
according to circumstances, I believe the
results. would be good. TFailing this, a
“ Malicious Injury Act’’ might be passed,
under which compensation could be levied
on a village or a taluk for murders of this
type as well as for malicious injury or
destruction of crops, animals or other goods,
due to faction. Such remedies would hurt
no law-abiding citizen and would soon put
an end to a state of affairs which should nof
be allowed to continue.

92 murderers committed suicide as against
96 in the previous year. Due to a family
dispute, a constable in the Kistna district,
wwhile on leave, committed suicide after
murdering his wife.

Some individual cases of murder or
attempted murder which are of special
interest are mentioned below :— :

Patient and competent investigation in
the East Godavari district, which earned the
appreciation of the Sessions Judge concerned,
led to the solving of a case in which & woman
from Peddapur was murdered in Cocanada
where she was unknown and her body
thrown under a culvert. The identityof the
woman was not established until 8 months
after the offence and no clue was available
on which the police could work. Once the
identity of the deceased was known, vigorous
action was possible and eventually a man
and a woman were proved fo have committed
the crime and they were in due course
gentenced to be hanged.

A Government talaiyari who was taking
kist collections of over Rs. 400 to the
Sankaranainarkoyil sub-treasury was knock-
ed off his bicycle, murdered and the money
stolen. A local Village Vigilance Committee
member organized a search party, traced the
offender and arrested him. The entire
amount stolen was recovered and the death
gentence imposed on the culprit.

For the sake of paltry jewels worth about
Rs. 20, a discharged Borstal School inmate
in the Salem district decoyed a young boy
aged 11 to a lonely spot, drugged him with
ganja beedies and afterwards, with the aid
of 2 associates, strangled him and removed
his jewels. The principal accused, who was
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known to have committed a similar offence
Some years ago, was arrested on suspicion
and his guilt established but his associate
managed to escape conviction.

In. Pollachi, Coimbatore district, a
wandering beggar who murdered a young
Muhammadan girl for the sake of her mnose
serews was duly sentenced to death.

. At Mankarain the Malabar district, a
similar motive induced an Ezhuva woman,
with the assistance of a youth of her own
community, to decoy 2 young cow-herd boys
to.a lonely spot where she murdered them
with a tapper’s knife. The Ezhuva youth

was transported for life but the woman was
acquitted.

. A young man in the Bast Godavari dis-
trict, requiring money for immoral purposes,
killed a female cousin aged 4 years and stole
her bangles, He was sentenced to death
but the High Court reduced the punishment
to one of transportation for life.

An example of the appalling consequences
which a bitter faction may cause occurred in
the Kurnool distriet. A woman belonging
to one party in o faction due to aland dispute
was insulted by a man of the opposite side
who was later severely beaten for his mis-
behaviour. The latter and his friends,
however, waited until the men folk of the
former were absent from home and then set
fire to the woman’s house. There were four
women and six children in the house at the
time and when they tried to escape from the
flames, 3 of the women and 5 of the children
were butchered. The principal culprit was
gentenced to be hanged and the rest to
-varying terms of imprisonment.

A Marathi youth in the South Kanara
district murdered his mother and an aunt
with a bill-hook when they rebuked him for
criminal intimaey with a neighbour’s yife.
He escaped into the jungle and his body and
those of his paramour and her sister were
found a few days later hanging from a tree.

An unfortunate incident occurred at
Coimbatore when an Armed Reserve con-
‘stable on guard duty became unbalanced
and, in a fit of frenzy, fired at his Guard
Commander but luckily missed. The con-
stable immediately afterwards committed
suicide by shooting himself.

Intelligent observations on the part of
members of the Village Vigilance Committee
at Rallabuduguru in the Chittoor district led
to o ryot and his two servants being brought
to justice for the murder of an outspoken
cld man who had frequently criticised the
immoral life led by the ryot and his family.

20. INFANTICIDE.—Cases of infanticide
were spread over 13 districts as against 7
- in the previous year. They presented no
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special features and, as usual, were due to
poverty, fear of social disgrace by unmarried
women, or domestic trouble. e

21. RIOTS AND DISTURBANCES.—There

were 674 cases of rioting or unlaw{ul
assembly - during the year compared with
622 cases in 1936 but on the whole the
public peace was well maintained. :

The elections to the Provincial Legisla-
tures held in February placed a very heavy
burden on the FForce and its resources were
strained to tlie utmost. Minor disturbances
occurred in~ Bobbili and in Pallathur
(Ramnad district), but elsewhere peace
prevailed. . ‘

Seventeen districts were free from serious
cases of rioting and resort to fire-arms by

the police to restore order was necessary on

two occasions ouly.

At Kottatheru in Orathanad police station
limits of the Tunjore district, the existence
of a faction, which originated owing to a
quarrel in connection with the last District
Board elections, necessitated an application
for an order under Section 144, Criminal
Procedure Code, prohibiting the celebration
of a local festival. The order was duly
obtained but later rescinded. As a breach
of the peace seemed likely, action was taken
under Section 80 of the Indian Police Acf
and notices in this regard were served by a
small party of police. Whilst the sub-
inspector and one head constable and two
police constables were returning to Kotta-
theru after serving the notices, they were
suddenly set upon by a large number of the
villagers concerned armed with sticks and
aruvals. The police party was fiercely
assaulted and to prevent being overwhelmed
the sub-inspector, although wounded, opened
fire with his revolver killing one of the
assailants and wounding two others. His
courage not only saved the lives of his
subordinates but restored respect for autho-
rity in that locality.

At Mallapuram—Xallupattiin the Madura
South distriet, the action of a Nadar in
beating a Kalla youth who sat on a decorat-
ed temple car belonging to the Nadars and
smoked a cigarette caused a disturbance in
which the Nadar was killed. 17 Kallars
were charge-sheeted of whom one was
sentenced to death and 6 others to varying
terms of imprisonment.

The damage alleged to have been caused
by pigs belonging to the Pamulas of Tadi-
konda in the Guntur district so enraged the
local Kammu ryots that they set fire to some
huts belonging to the Pamulas. One un-
fortunate man who tried to escape from a
burning house was felled to the ground and
his body thrown into the flames. 11 of
the 20 accused charge-sheeted received
various terms of imprisecnment. .
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A regular battle was staged in the.

Anantapur distriet” when, it is. alleged, the
Village Munsif of Mushturu collected 250

‘men, some of whom were armed with fire-arms

and other weapons, and attacked the
villagers of Chigicherla and Chintalapalle
as areprisal for the failure on the part of
the latter to pay customary contributions,
which amounted to barefaced extortion, of
sheep and grain. The free fight which
followed resulted in 3 deaths and injuries to
20 others. A party of the Armed|Reserve
was quickly on the scene and restored order.
A case against the principal accused con-
cerned is under trial.

Thoughtless behaviour on the part of a
Muhammadan youth of Kadayanallur in the
Tinnevelly district, who sat on a vaganam
during a Hindu festival and would not dis-
mount until forced to do so by the Maravars
concerned, precipitated a riot in which much
damage to property was caused. A large
number of Muhammadans proceeded to the
Marava quarters, set fire to their houses and
seized whatever property came to hand.
The situation was quickly brought under
control and 93 Muhammadans were charge-
sheeted, 73 of whom were awaiting trial at
the end of the year.

Such action as was necessary to prevent
hook-swinging and allied practices during
the festivals at Virasingampatti, Ettugudi
and Negapatam in the Tanjore distriet was
taken and no trouble resulted.

Communal tension.—Communal tension
between Hindus and Muhammadans gave
cause for anxiety in several districts and
gpecial precautions were necessary but, except
for a minor disturbance in Tiruppunavasal
of the Tanjore district, the public peace was
‘well maintained.

The serious communal disturbances which
occurred in Madras City during the year and
which placed such a heavy and continuous
strain on the police has been referred to in
detail by the Commissioner of Police, Madras,
in his Administration Report of the Madras
City Police.

Bombs were used ina factious riot amongst
the Naicks of Ettakkapatti in the Rammnad
district and ome person was killed. The
principal accused was sentenced to transporta-
tion for life but the other 9 accused who
were charge-sheeted were acquitted.

The necessity for the magistracy to make
adequate use of Section 106, Criminal Proce-
dure Code, in cases of conviction for crimes
of violence, on which much stress wag laid
by my predecessor in his Administration
Report for 1986, was brought to the notice
of the District Magistrates by the Govern-
ment in Government Order No. 108, Home

- Department, dated 5th January 1938.

Constant vigilance and the frequent appli-
cation of the provisions of the Indian Police
Act were necessary to prevent untoward
incidents in connection with the Nadar and
non-Nadar faction in Kallurani of the Ramnad
district, which continued to cause the local
police many anxious moments.

The anti-untouchability movement con-
tinues to grow in Malabar and a “ Temple
Entry ” conference was held at Guruvayur in
November.

Agrarian movemenis.—A demonstration
by Andhra peasants in the Vizagapatam,
East Godavari and West Godavari districts
which took the form of a propaganda march
through certain villages advocating. the
abolition of the zamindari system and other
revolutionary reforms lasted about a fort-
night and attracted some attention. As a
result several Taluk Ryots’ ussociations were
formed in the East and West Godavari
districts.

The Agrarian trouble in the Venkatagiri
Samasthanam continued to cause the local
authorities much concern. No serious
trouble, however, occurred tiil the end of the
year when a dismissed Karnam of Sidda-
varam village along with two other influential
and discontented ryots induced the zamindari
ryots in the Podili division to launch a no-tax
campaign. The District Superintendent
of Police immediately visited that area and
good advice averted a situation which at one
time threatened to be very grave.

There was anti-zamindari agitation in
geveral areas in the Chittoor district and,
althongh several difficult situations arose,
the public peace was not actually broken.

Peasants’ Associations have been formed in
geveral villages in the Malabar district and a
peasants’ Jatha of 18 men murched through
gome villages in the Ponnani taluk carrying
red flags and urging peusants to organize
and agitate for an improvement in their

" conditions. The march has had no appre-

ciable effect.

Labour troubles.—Laboar was consider-
ably more unsettled in the year under review
than in the previous year and there were 68
strikes against 22 in 1936. Inabout a third
of the strikes the demands of the workers were
conceded, in another third the strikers
resumed work on assurance by the respective
managements that their grievances would be
considered and the remainder proved abort-
ive. Although the various strike situations
demanded the close attention of the police
concerned, the conduct of the strikers was,
on the whole, good and very few distur-
bances occurred.

In Madras City, the Tramway workers,
the Public Works Department Workshop
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and Aluminium factory employees, the toddy-
tappers and the employees in several other
concerns struck work during the year, but
the strikes were of short duration and nothing
untoward took place.

In Coimbatore, there were strikes in 11
Mills involving 20,000 employees and,
although the resources and patience of the
police were sorely tried, order was maintain-
ed until an agreement was reached and the
strikers returned to work.

Strikes of short duration took place in
Messrs. Harvey and Company’s Mills at
Madura, Papanasam and Tuticorin, amongst
the hand-loom weavers in Madura town and
in industrial concerns in Cannanore and
Cochin towns.

292, DACOITY.—There was a phenomenal
drop in dacoities by nearly 50 per cent, the
most striking reductions being in the
Ramnad, Kurnool and Guntur districts.
Figures for the last 3 years are given
districtwar in the statement in paragraph
18, while the total figures for the last
15 yearsare in the statement at paragraph 15.
Of the 71 dacoities which were committed in
the year, 19 were on the open highways, 25
in fields and 27 in houses, the corresponding
figures for the previous year being 36,56 and
47 respectively. 24 cases were reported to the
magistrates direct. Co-ordinated and effect-
ive action against criminal gangs has in
recent years achieved continuously satis-
factory results. Kistna, Chingleput, the
Nilgiri, and the Railway Police districts
continued to report no cases and Guntur and
Kurnool were also free from this crime.
Coimbatore heads the list with 11 cases
most of which were offences by local organi-
zations which were all rounded up. In two
cases, gangs of Panniandi Kurumbars of the
Salem district responsible for several dacoities
were traced and convicted. A XKal-odds
gang which operated in the Dindigul taluk
of the Madura North district and which
committed the solitary case of dacoity in
that distriot was duly dealt with. Some of
the Criminal Tribe Valayars of Samaya-
puram, Trichinopoly distriet, addicted to
highway dacoities and the Vettuvars of
Karur, to sheep dacoities, were traced and
booked, some being registered under the
Criminal Tribes Act and a Panchayat formed
among them.

In Vizagapatam, some Dandasis, who were
responsible for the inorease there, were
brought to account. In the South Kanara
district, the increase is counter-balanced by
a notable decrease under robbery.

Twenty-four fishermen forming the bulk of
the villagers of Tekkali in the Vizagapatam
district were responsible for a big dacoity in
which about Rs, 14,000 was seized from the
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house of an unpopular sowear to whom they
were all indebted. Most of the stolen pro-
perty was recovered and the accused paid
the penalty for their temerity.

23. ROBBERY.—There was also a striking
fall in the figures for robbery, 372 cases
being reported compared with 557 in 1936.
Concerted action on the part of the police
with the willing aid of the general public
has in recent years brought a steady reduc-
tion in this type of crime. 83 robberies
were committed on the highways, 121 in
fields and 168 in dwelling houses, as against
124,219 and 214 respectively in the pre-
vious year. 29 cases were reported to magis-
trates direct. Tinnevelly, as usual, with 78
recorded the largest number of cases, Ramnad
coming next with 42, but these are unusually
low figures for both districts. Coimbatore,
Malabar, Guntur, Trichinopoly, Salem and
South Kanara districts all showed consider-
able decreases.

In the Fast Godavari district, an old
woman '\\vearing jewels worth Rs. 160, whilst
in a garden with her grandson 7 years of
age, was knocked down and robbed by a
local bad character. The lad at once ran to
the village, informed the Village Munsif
and the local Village Vigilance Committee
members and boldly pointed out the offender
with the result that the whole property was
recovered and the robber sent to jail for
18 months.

Mail robbery.—There were no cases of mail
robbery.

24. HOUSEBREAKING.—5,105 house-
breakings were recorded in the year against
5,505 in 1936, a deorease of 7'3 per cent.
Tanjore heads the list with 369 cases, follow-
ed by Madras City, South Arcot and Coimba-
tore with 386, 287and 278 cases respectively.
The figures for Tanjore, although slightly
higher than in 1936, are far lower than those
for the previous 5 years. In Malabar, where
conditions in recent years have given much
cause for concern, there has been a welcome
fall in this type of crime. West Godavari,
Nellore, Chingleput, Salem, South Arcot,
Ramnad and Tinnevelly also recorded large
decreases in the year under review. The in-
crease in the Anantapur and Chittoor dis-
tricts is attributed to the famine conditions
which prevailed there. The average value

of property lost per case of housebreaking

was Rs. 112 against Rs. 110 in 1936 and
Rs. 114 in 1935.

A notorious eriminal of Madras, respons-
ible for several offences in silver and cloth
shops in Kistna, East and West Godavari,
Guntur and Nellore districts was successfully
run to ground.

Several temple burglars who had operated
in the Trichinopoly, Chittoor, Coimbatore
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and Madurs districts were located and dealt
with.

The activities of Gurkhas and other up-
country men employed as watchmen in the
Ramnad and Kistna districts demanded
attention. These men have unique oppor-
tunities for committing crime and are
frequently not suspected.

A constable who happened to be halting
in avillage in the Salem district when a
housebreaking was attempted and an alarm
raised, promptly took the initiative and with
the help of a few villagers pursned the mis-
creants and managed to arrest two of them
who turned out to be Kallars registered
under the Criminal Tribes Act. A third
Kallar was arrested later and property stolen
in another housebreaking Trecovered.

An old offender of Kulittalai, Trichinopoly
district, who removed coins by inserting a
gummed stick through the hole of the ticket
counter at the Thimmachipuram Railway
Station was apprehended and duly booked.

Scientific aids to investigation were used
to advantage on several occasions. Finger-
prints left on a mirror at the scene of crime
in a case -of housebreaking in the Vizaga-
patam district led to the identification of the
accused. In a case of the Kistna district,
the Chemical Examiner was able to discover
that certain marks on a crow-bar found in
the house of a suspected accused were
deposits from a steel trunk which the accused
had forced open with the crow-bar.

26. THEFT.—The number of cases of
ordinary theft reported in the year was
14,276 as against 14,459 in 1936. There
were large increases under this head in the
South Kanara and South Arcot districts
which cannot be adequately explained,
though juvenile erime in Mangalore town is
responsible for a great deal of the increase
in the former district. The matter is engag-
ing my attention. Famine conditions in the
Bellary district were responsible for the rise
in that district.

The efforts made to ensure that all cases
are brought on to police records coupled
with the activities of local unregistered
Valayars is the cause for the steady increase
which has been apparent in the Coimbatore
district in recent years.

The rise in the North Madura district is due
to some extent to the depredations of South
Madura Kallars and successful measures for
closer co-operation between the two districts
were taken before the close of the year.

In Chittoor, no less than 32 outside crimi-
nals including a known depredator of the
Mysore State with 25 previous convicticns,
an ex-convict of Malabar and another of
Madras who were concerned in several cases
of theft, were rounded up. In Anantapur,

a notorious gang responsible for several
property offences was successfully broken up
and its leaders jailed,  Wandering Kal- -
oddars in the Rammnad district, generally

addicted to this kind of crime, were settled -
in a colony established for them on land

which was kindly provided for the purpose

in 1936 by the Raja of Sivaganga.

An ex-conductor of the Trichinopoly-
Perambalur Motor Service who renzoyed
from a bus carrying mails a bag containing
currency notes to the value of Rs. 500 _was
sentenced to six months’ rigorous imprison-
ment and the money recovered.

An outbreak of hooliganism amongst the
troops at Wellington was attended by cases
of assault and theft and on two occasions
motor cars were stolen. Special measures
were necessary to put a stop to such mis-
behaviour.

Thirty-nine members of the notorious
tribe of Kepmaris of the Trichinopoly and
South Arcot districts, who committed a
series of thefts between 1981 and 1934 in
Banks and Post Offices in various parts of
the country, were located and 81 of them
sentenced to various terms of imprisonment
during the year. As a result, grave crimes
in Banks and Post Offices ceased.

Thefts of telegraph and telephone wires
presented the police in several places with a
difficult problem, but the matter was given
vigorous attention and fairly successful
measures were taken to cope with this
unusual and serious form of crime.

26. CATTLE THEFT.—2,890 -caitle
thefts were reported in the year against
8,027 in 1986, a decrease of 137 cases or
45 per cent. The increase in this form of
crime in the Coimbatore district was due to
the activities of unregistered Valayars.

Cattle poisoning.—30 cases of cattle
poisoning were repoited in the year compared
with 32 in 1936. 9 of these ended in con-
viction and of the 16 persons who were
arrested 10 were convieted.

In the Vizagapatam district, an habitual
poisoner was caught in the act of administer-
ing poison to cattle and he was, with the aid
of the Chemical Examiner, duly brought to
account. )

27. COUNTERFEITING COINS AND
CURRENCY NOTES.—42 cases of counter-
feiting were reported in the year of which 24
ended in conviction against 29 and 16 res-
pectively in the previous year. There were
10 cases of note-forgery compared with 7 in
1936 of which 3 ended in conviction.

The Criminal Investigation Department
experts continued periodically to attend the
Poy and Cash office of the Madras and
Southern Mahratta Railway to examine
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counterfeit coing found ‘in the collections
from various stations and goods-sheds and
the resumlts of their examinations weére com-
municated for necessary action to the Dis-
trict Superintendents of Police concerned.

An officer of the Criminal Investigation
Department successfully established that 3
individuals in the West Godavari district
were manufacturing and uttering counterfeit
rupees. Efficient work by the Criminal
Investigation Department also led to the
seizure of 528 incomplete ten-rupee counter-
feit notes and the materials used for making
them, the individuals concerned being -duly
Tun to ground.

Two men from Northern India were dis-
covered in the Nellore district in the guise
of pilgrims passing counterfeit coins and, when
they were searched, materials for manufac-
turing the coins were discovered. They
were both charge-sheeted and sentenced to
4 years’ rigorous imprisonment each.

In Madura, a young man who was anxious
to become a police constable gave informa-
tion which led to the arrest of a counter-
feiter,

28. OTHER CASES OF INTEREST—
Bomb cases.—Bombs were used with crimi-
nal intent on 8 occasions, the corresponding
figure for the previous year being 5 and, as
aresult, 2 persons were killed and 8 injured.
There were 4 cases in Cuddapah, 2 in Ram-
nad and one each in Coimbatore and Salem
distriets.

The bombs used in all cases were country
made and of the usual crude type charged
with a mixture of sulphide of arsenic and
chlorate of potash.

Some irresponsible and unbalanced youths
of Madura town planted two bombs in the
Tirumalai Naick’s Palace with the idea of
doing some damage and creating a sensation
during o durbar which was being held in
‘the Palace on the 12th May in connection
with the coronation festivities. TLuckily the
bombs were discovered and the principal
accused was sentenced to 6 years’ rigorous
imprisonment.

Fire-arms.—In 15 cases, matters concerning
. fire-arms were referred tothe Criminal Investi-
gation Department for expert opinion against
4 in the previous year. Coimbatore topped
the list with 5 cases, Salem and Cuddapah
followed with 2 cases each, while there was
one case each in Madura South, Anantapur,
Bellary, XKurnool, Chingleput and South
Kanara. The Chemical Examiner assisted
by a sub-inspector of the Criminal Investi-
gation Department gave valuable opinion and
advice in all these cases.

Cheating cases.—In the North Arcot
district, two individuals cheated intending
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emigrants by selling them letters purporting
to be appointment orders for employment in
the Federated Malay States. The -case
against one of the culprits ended in convic-
tion under Sections 420 and 471 of the Indian
Penal Code.

A retired sub-inspector of police, work-
ing as an agent of the United India Life
Assurance Company in the Anantapur dis-
trict conspired, it is alleged, with six others
and insured the life of a fictitious person
with the company for Rs. 4,000. After the
payment of the first premium, the man was
reported to have died and the insured amouns
was drawn in favour of the bogus benefici-
ary, all the records concerned being forged.
The case is pending trial.

In the Vizagapatam district, a banking
concern known as the * Barathamatha
Commonwealth Insurance Bank,” appears to
have made fraudulent transactions and to
have cheated many persons. The Bank
which had a number of branches in various
parts of India, Burma and Ceylon was
brought into liquidation by a Court order
and the case is under investigation by the
Criminal Investigation Department.

Other cases.—A case of mediaeval bar-
barity was reported from Arniin the North
Arcot district, where a Muhammadan cut off
the nose of his Adi-Dravida concubine
because she had left him on the advice of
her caste panchayat. He was sentenced to
one year’s rigorous imprisonment.

At Chettivayal, about 80 miles from
Trichinopoly, a large gambling “ racket *
was discovered and a sudden raid resulted
in the seizure of cash and jewels to the valae
of Rs. 11,000. 55 gamblers including
some rich Nagarathars were charge-sheeted
and convicted. Following further vigorous
action against gamblers in this district, 760
cases were detected.

An international cheat, wanted in Madrag
and Calcutta for forgery and cheating in
1985, was arrested by the Brisbane Police in
Australia for similar offences there and wag
sentenced to three years’ hard labour, Extra-
filition proceedings have been taken against

im. :

20. JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDE.--9 deaths
were treated 4s justifiable homicide against
11 in the previous year. Of these, one was
caused by the police in the execution of their
duty and the others by private persons in
the exercise of their right of self-defence.

In the South Arcot district, a house-
owner, in protecting his house against
burglaty, shot dead a notorious known
depredator.

A bratal bully in the Tinnevelly distries,
who was mointaining himself by blackmail

,‘n),
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“and extortion, one day went too far and was

murdered by some shepherds from whom he
had demanded money.

30. ACCIDENTAL DEATHS.—The num-
ber of accidental deaths attributed to
criminal rashness or mnegligence was 45
against 38 in 1936 and 25 in 1935.

An iron cylinder which was being used
for firing rockets at a marriage celebration
in Rajahmundry exploded and unfortunately
caused 9 deaths.

During the heavy floods in the Gadilam
and the Pennar rivers in November, 16
persons of Cuddalore town were washed
away and drowned.

PART IIT.*

DETECTION AND PREVENTION OF
CRIME,

31. CRIME—HOW DEALT WITH (state-
ment A, part I).—For five successive years
ending with 1936, the percentage of detec-
tion of total cognizable crime has advanced
year by year and last year the record detec-
tion figure of 453 per cent was achieved.
In the year under review this figure was
almost maintained and 45'2 per cent of the
total cognizable crime recorded was detected.
Thirteen districts showed improvement in
detection which was most noticeable in—

PER CENT.

West Godavari e +84
Trichinopoly Railway Police. 482

Cuddapah ... e 62
Madras Railway Police . +5'8
Malabar e +37
Kurnool .. +2'8

In grave crime, I am pleased to report
that a new record was attained and 46 per
cent of the cases were detected against the
previous highest figure of 458 per cent in
1936.

The figures for each head of grave crime
in 1936 and 1937 are—

Percentage Difference

. of in
— deteclion. percentage.

f'—J\—ﬂ

1936, 1937. + -
Murder . 331 383 52
Dacoity . 360 453 93
Robbery . e 422 409 13
Housebreaking w355 368 12 R
Theft, cattle ... .. 615 582 . 33
Theft, ordinary . 480 481 o1

Total .., 458

460 02

* Figures for 1936 exclude those for Ganjam and
Jeypore districts. Practically the shole of these
districts was transferred to the Orissa Province on
1st April 1936.

3

A graph showing the detection in total
cognizable erime and in grave crime during
the last 10 years is on page iii prefixed to
this report. '

As my predecessor remarked in the previous
year’s report, housebreaking of all forms of
crime offers the biggest challenge to police
efficiency and it is therefore gratifying to
record that the steady improvement in the
detection of burglaries which has been appa-

.rent in recent years was maintained and 36°8

per cent of the cases reported were .detected
compared with the previous record figure of
35°5 per cent attained in 1936.

The statement below compares the deteo-
tion in housebreakings in this Province with
that achieved in other Provinces:

Percentage of detection

Provinces. of housebreakings
in 1936,
Bengal w12
Bihar e 72
Assam e 107
United Provinces ... e 1101
North-West Frontier 163
Province.
Central Provinces ... . 218
The Punjab . 221
Bombay . 278
Madras .. 855

Madras (Percentage of detec- 36'8
tion in 1937). —

Cases in which Investigation was refuse
Section 157 (b), Criminal Procedure Code (state-
ment A-I, columns 5 and 6).—38,707 cases
under classes I toV were reported to the
police in the year under review out of which
investigation was refused under Section
157 (5), Criminal Procadure Code, in 1,666
cases or '3 per cent as against 4'8 per cent
in 1936 and 54 per cent in 1985. This
provision of the law is not abused.

Cases referred by magistrates .under Section
202, Criminal Procedure Code.—771 cases were
referred to the police by magistrates under
Section 202, Criminal Procedure Code, against
722 in the previous year. Unnecessary
references were brought to the notice of the

‘District Magistrates.

Attendance at sessions.—The number of
criminal sessions held in the mufassal was
326 against 329 in 1986. District Superin-.
tendents of Police attended 61 sessions
ag against 57 in the previous year, and
subdivisional officers 203 against 210. In
the City of Madras, the Commissioner and
the Deputy Commissioners with their
assistants attended all criminal sessions,
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32. PROPERTY LOST AND RECOVERED,—

A gtatement showing the value of property

stolen and recovered during the last three years is furnished below :—

Property lost and recovered (Police cases),

1935. 19?6. 1937,
sriots, P e n
Districts Lost.  BECO oo Low,  Reoow GO gy Reeon U
age, © age, : age.
RS, RS. RS, RS, RS. RS.
Madras City ... o 8,46480 . 40,374 48 1,88,027 45,706 243 1,76,360 57,900 328
Vizagapatam ... e D447 17,521 305 71,165 23,674 307 90,458 34,304 379
East Gddavari 72,786 22756 313 57,225 20,558 359 60,841 21,442 352
West Godivari 63,398 19,178 303 83,274 19,785 238 78,602 38,228 4846
Kistna ... 47,502 14,637 308 45,079 11,819 262 51,410 24,183 474
Guntar e .. 1,05850 18,409 174 71,316 19,813 278 64,152 14,300 223
Nellore vee 43,365 8243 190 38,813 11,516 297 34,818 10,010 287
Kurnool o 48,618 18,606 383 41,497 15,106 364 49,841 29,779 59T
Bellary e 43,672 20,240 463 1,09,663 7,849 72 37,571 9,304 24'8
Anantapur ... 46,571 11,764 253 37,717 13,623 361 31,587 9,875 313
Cuddapah ... 47,870 17,397 363 42,797 24,632 573 41,835 16494 394
Chittoor 51,706 13,624 263 26,673 13,360 501 41,183 9,344 227
Chingleput ... 40,975 9,192 224 57,390 14,725 2577 40,923 9,991 24-4
North Arcot ... 66,420 21,440 323 45,836 16,163 353 38,672 13,928 362
Salem ... 65,065 23,852 367 53,729 22,917 427 48,463 15,922 329
Coimbatore ... e 117,644 51,950 442 64,576 33,116 51'3 68,781 23,480 340
Tho Nilgiris ... 12,247 5,426 443 14,515 7,077 488 4,309 2,859 66°4
Malabar 35,340 8,097 229 30,657 7,415 242 21,172 7,58 358
South Kanara 29,541 10,397 352 31,450 12,231 389 40,355 11,819 29-3
Trichinopoly ... 78,583 34,005 433 46,949 15,676 334 48,591 18,342 377
South Arcot ... 40,375 19,190 475 45,127 14,848 329 39,856 16,025 402
Tanjore .. 112,388 30,667 27-3 67,800 22,641 334 66,459 16,114 342
North Madura .. 65,640 30,754 469 1,00,305 18,223 182 63,375 22491 355
Bouth Madura e 30,273 11,911 393 22277 10,328 464 18,964 4,769 251
Ramnad e 48,104 19,789 411 35,377 5983 16:¢ 30,741‘9' 9,700 315
Tinnevelly ... ‘.. 73,405 16,243 221 66,016 14,033 213 60,224 18,951 315
Railway Police, 9,438 5230 554 9,299 6,427 691 8,652 4,169 482
Madras. .
Railway Police, 11,858 2783 235 18,449 2,337 127 9,307 3,866 415
Trichinopoly.

*Total .. 2312561 523,674 22G 15,‘28,998 4,51,480 295 13,671,504 4,75183 347

NoTe~—Recoveries made during the year of property lost in previous years’ cases—Rs. 6,889,

% The totals for 1935 and 1936 exclude figures for the Ganjim and Jeypore districts,

The high percentages of property recover-
ed in the Nilgiri, Kurnool, West Godavari,
Madras Railway Police and Kistna districts
and the marked improvement in this regard
in Madras City are worthy of notice.

33. PROSECUTIONS (statement A-I, columns
11 and 12),—In classes I to V,the number of
cases decided by the Courts was 17,081
against 17,534 in the previous year and of
these 753 per cent ended in conviction
compared with 757 per cent in 1936.

Statement A-II, columns 8 to 10.—380,597
persons were tried compared with 31,316 in
the previous year, of whom 17,620 or 576
per cent were convicted as against 59°7 per
oent in 1936.

Prosocuting staftl.—The results of the work
performed by the prosecuting staff are shown
below :—

Number Number  Percentage
of cases of cases of convic-

tried. convicted. tions.
A AL

—_ ~ ~ - -
1936. 1937, 1936. 1937. 1936. 1937.
Madras City. 2426 3,141 2,625 2,580 897 821
Mufassal ... 10,264 9,977 7,256 7,112 709 713

In cases of minor importance and in other
cases in which the services of the prosecuting
staff were not available, the Cirele Inspectors
concerned conducted prosecutions and in the
year under review they prosecuted 5,339
cagses against 5,200 in the previous year, the
convictions obtained being 77'9 per cent and
805 per cent respectively.
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Inadequate sentences and retrials.—Cases of
geriously inadequate sentences or prima facie
instances of miscarriage of justice were duly
brought to the notice of the District Magis-
trates concerned.

34. ESCAPES.—In the year under review,

54 prisoners escaped from police escorts, 4
from police lock-ups and 20 from sub-jails,
compared with 41, 4 and 20, respectively
in 1936. Of the former 69 were recaptured.

8 police officers were prosecuted for negli-
gently allowing prisoners to escape and 3 of
them were convicted.

65 police officers were punished depart-
mentally for negligence in guarding prisoners
while in 29 cases -of escape the police were
held free from blame.

A prisoner in the North Arcot district
whilst being escorted to the police station
in a bus suddenly leapt out and fell in front of
a car which was approaching from the oppo-
gite direction. He was run over and killed
on the spot. The escort constables were
dealt with departmentally for their negli-
gence.,

35. PROSECUTIONS FOR FALSE COM.-
PLAINTS,—Including cases of the previous
year which were pending magisterial orders
at the close of the year, the Police referred
8,663 cases of which 3,262 were struck off
as false by the magistrates. Prosecutions for
preferring false complaints were launched in
139 cases of which 5 were filed on magis-
terial complaints. 61 persons were convicted
forlodging false complaints compared with 63
in 1936.

Cases found false after trial.—Out of 285,377
cases prosecuted by the Police, 10 or 0'004
per cent were declared to be false after trial
or enquiry by Courts. Compensation wag
awarded under Section 250, Criminal Pro-
cedure Code, to 2 persons falsely acoused as
compared with 3 in the previous year and
16 in 1935.

36. PREVENTION—Habitual  criminals,—
Details regarding the number of known
depredators and bad characters and the
action taken to control them are shown in
the statement below.
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Return of known depredators, réceivers of stolen goods and suspected persons for the year 1937,
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107

13

536

3

™

60

2017 14

524

inactive cri-

minals of the Madras

Active and
City.

16

1,354

1,999 22 10,626 76

193 2 190 3 3629 34 841 576 2

3,857 41

80

11,206

Grand total

1,476 16

974 12

* The variations from the corresponding figures in the report for 1936 are due to the revised figures furnished by some districts.
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Old offenders.—1,840 persons received en-
hanced punishments under Section 75,
Indian Penal Code, compared with 1,999 in
the previous year and 626 convicts were
ordered to notify their residences under Sec-
tion 565, Criminal Procedure Code, as against
554 in 1936. 280 persons were prosecuted
for failure to notify residence of whom 211
were convicted.

In the Salem district, the police have
taken an active part in finding work for
ex-convicts and the results have been most
gratifying. Iam arranging for the police
in other districts to endeavour to take similar
action.

Criminal Tribes Act.—The following tribes
or certain members of the tribes were, for
the first time, brought under Section 8 of the
Act and subjected to the provisions of
Section 10 (1) (a) and (b) of the Act :—

(1) Oriya Dombs, Audiniya Dombs, Ghasis,

Dandasis, Donga Yanetis and Munda Pottas of the
Vizagapatam district.

(2) Boyas of several
district.

taluks of the Bellary

Number of persons

Number of persons removed

. (3) Dommaras of several taluks of the Guntur
district.

. (4) Pitchiguntlas of Kovur taluk in the Nellore
district.

(5) Mondi Vogulas of the Kurnool district.

. (6) Criminal Padayachis of the South Arcot
district.

(7) Maravarsin the Tinnevelly district.

(8) Uppu Koravars of Kollegal taluk of t
Coimbatore district. 8 aluk of the

Sections 11 and 16 of the Act were applied
to specified members of the undermentioned
tribes :—

Name of the tribe. Area to which restricted.

Donga Yerukalas ... Sitanagaram, Siddhapuram,
Stuartpuram and Bitragunta
settlements.

Donga Dasaris ... Siddhapuram settlement.

Kanjar Bhats Sitanagaram, Siddhapuram

and Aziznagar settlements,

Details showing the application of the
Criminal Tribes Act to Criminal Tribe
members other then Piramalai Kallars but
including those in settlements are given
below :—

Number on rolls at Number convicted under

registered. from the register. end of year. the C.T. Act.
— A o~ s = L A = r * =
1936. 1937. 1936. 1937, 1936. 1937, 1936. 1937.
2,297 1,846 4535 2,402 38,301 37,745 92217 1,884

119 persons were convicted under Section
94 of the Act and 6 were sentenced to
enhanced punishment under Section 23, as
compared with 104 and 8 respectively in the
previous year.

The intelligent application of the “ Abey-
ance’ eystem of control of Criminal Tribe
members coupled with the praotice of enfor-
oing joint responsibility among them yielded
satisfactory results. As many as 29,690
Criminal Tribe members earned by good
conduct relief from the obligations under
Section 10 (1) (a) of the Act as against
20,888 in the previous year.

Criminal Tribes Settlements,—In addition to
the six pre-existing Criminal Tribes Settle-
ments administered by the Commissioner of
Labour, a new Settlernent at Chintaladevi in
the Nellore district was established for the
internment of Kanjar Bhats now in this
Province. The control which it has been
possible to impose over members of this
troublesome wandering tribe has proved in-
adequate snd an arrangement between the
Governments of Bombay and Madras where-
by each Government undertook to place in
Criminal Settlements all Kanjar Bhats found
within its jurisdiction was given effect to
during the year.

A list of settlements and details of the
inmates in each is given below :— ‘

Number out

of view on -
Strgngth. the last day
of the year.
et t————,
Name of the . '_—M
settlement. g g 4 8
Q o] [} kot
= g 2 g 82 =
S 5 & 2 £ &
= - (&) s - O
1. Stuartpuram 267 103 .. 19 15 ..
(Guntar).
2. Sitanagaram 265 245 467 3 2 ..
(Guntar).
3. Bitragunta 58 57 171 24 .. ..
(Nellore).
4, Bitragnnta 98 4 120 4 ... ..
Reformatory
(Nellore).
5. Chintaladevi
(Nellore). 55 Bl B85 ... e e
6. Siddhapuram 137 102 . 159 2 1
(Kurnool).
7. Aziznagar (South 250 311 574 15 10 6
Arcot).
Total ... 1,130 943 1,576 67 28 &6

— e— —— — o— —
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In 1936 a number of families were released
from the Stuartpuram Settlement on “0”
passes and a colony formed for them at
Chirala near the premises of the Indian Leaf
Tobucco Development Company where work
was provided for them. The scheme has
been o success and there are now 336 ex-
inmates of the Stuartpuram Settlement in
this colony, the majority of whom have been
removed from the operations of the Criminal
Tribes Act. '

Kallar Reclamation, Madura North : and
South,—The reorganized scheme worked
smoothly and another year of steady progress
in reclamation work was recorded. The
majority of kallar panchayats, with the
support and encouragement of the reclama-
tion staff, functioned satisfactorily and
maintained, on the whole, adequate control
over members of their community.

53 cases of crime by Kallars and others
and 30 cases of unexplained absences by
Kallars were reported by panchayats on
their own initiative, while effective help was
given to the police in as many as 86 investi-
gations. 5 panchayats of North Madura
and 4 of South Madura were cancelled or
suspended on disciplinary grounds in the
year. 5 panchayats of North Madura and
3 of South Madura cancelled in previous
years were restored.

Agitation for the repeal of the Criminal
Tribes Act and the removal of the existing
restrictions on Xallars had, however, an
ungettling effect on the community and there
was a tendency on the part of a number of
Kallars to resent and oppose the control
exercised by their panchayats. There is no
doubt that the reclamation work already

done, and which continues, has been of very
great advantage not only to the Kallars
themselves but to the gemeral public - of
Madura and the adjoining districts and it
would, I think, be a tragedy if the scheme
were brought to a premature close.

Registration,—Details showing the number
of Piramalai Kallars registered under and
removed from the Criminal Tribes Act are
given below :—

‘North South =~ ,
Maduara, Madura, 1°tl

Total number remaining on 6,422 31,671 - 38,093
the rolls at the end of the
previous year.

Number registered during 33 100 - 133

the year.

Number removed on account 419 52 471
of good conduct or other
causes,

Total number remaining on 6,036 31,719 37,755
the rollsat the end of the
year.

Prosecutions.—The number of applications

for sanction to prosecute for offences under
the Criminal Tribes Act was 191 against
851 in 1936 and 431 in 1935. Prosecutions
were sanctioned in 165 cases compared with
989 cases in the previous year. Orders to
prosecute are not issued until each case has
been examined and the necessity for prose-
cution established. The liberal extension of
the abeyance system has contributed to the
steady decrease in the number of cases
prosecuted.

Kallar crime,—The statement below com-
pares agcertained XKallar crime with the
total crime in the two districts during the
last 3 years :—

Total district crime. Kallar crime.
1935. 1936. 1937. 5. .
Naturo of offences. ! . 937 1935 1936 1937,
S35 2 |E2EE| 3 FEEE| € O|EEEEE EEEE| =2Elad| 4
— - — i - — — - M [ B ] < [l S 18 ‘:‘;:': 8
sa25) & \BRIER| & [BF1RF| & [BRIRR| S R IER| & 1BRER) &
Murder ... .| 59] 451 104] 65; 33 98F 45) 32 770 6] 12( 18y 3] 7 10 3f 5 8
Dacoity ... 44 7 1l 2] 1 3 i 1 2 4 4 .
Robbery ... .. | 35 27 62| 38] 25 63} 33| 15 48| 7 15 221 10) 107 20] 4! 7] 11
Houscbreaking ... | 185 168 3531 204] 99 303| 194] 88| 282] 27| 76| 103| 32| 41| 73} 32| 36f 68
Thoft (cattle) ... | 231 118 349 239| 22| 311| 228| 69| =2907| 50| 66| 116 69) 33 107) 50| 33| 83
Do. (ordinary). | 801 322| 1,123] 661|264 90| 757) 154 911) 74| 72 146 54 64 118 80| 44] 124
Total ... |1315| 687] 2,002| 1500f 474] 1,683{1.25( 859) 1,617 164| 245| 409| 168} 160| 328| 169} 125| 294
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A Kallar Employment Bureau which was
gtarted by the Assistant District Superin-
tendent of Police, Madura North, in February
is doing excellent work and by the end of
the year employment had been found for
36 educated and 500 uneducated Kallars. A

- proposal to create a model village for Kallar

labourers working in the factories at Madura
ig under consideration.

A suggestion was made by my predecessor
in July that a non-official supervisory agency
should be associated with the police to assist
the authorities in ensuring that the liberties
and convenience of individual Kallars were
interfered with only when and to the extent
necessary and shortly after the close of the

ear the Government were pleased to issue
orders for the constitution of Kallar Advisory
Committees. The activities of these com-
mittees will be watched with interest.

Kallar Reclamation, Ramnad distriet,—The
two Kallar schools at Mangapuram snd
Chatrapatti continued to work satisfactorily.

Kallar Reclamation, Tanjore distriet,—The
two outposts at Komapuram and Mattangal
attached to the Gandarvakottaipolice station
exercised adequate surveillance over the
recalcitrant elements among the Gandarva-
kottai Kallars.

Other criminal communities,—With the aid
of the provisions of the Criminal Tribes Act
effective check was exerocised over the other

criminal communities in the province.

There has been propaganda in various
places for the repeal of the Criminal Tribes
Act and I view this demand with grave
concern. The Act is now liberally interpreted
and with the “ Abeyance” system a well
behaved Criminal Tribe member can obtain,
and in fact does obtain, exemption from all
restrictions. As regards recalcitrant mem-
bers, experience has shown that the public
can only be protected against the depreda-
tions of these people by the application of
the Criminal Tribes Act and I have no doubt
that its repeal would result in alarge and
immediate increase in crime which it will be
impossible to prevent and equally impossible
to detect. ‘

Tt has been a constant care to see that
this Act is used by the police solely with the
object of reforming the people concerned
and not in any sense as a punitive measure.
The results obtained in the past ten years

.are sufficient proof that the tribes themselves
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have realized "this faundamental fact and
there is no tribe now which does not show
definite signs of a desire for reform from
within and there are many examples of the
panchayats and individual members bringing
to the notice of the authorities any tendency
to back-sliding on the part of recalcitrant
members.

Criminal tribe gangs.—As has been stated
earlier in the report, arrangements were
made during the year to intern in settle-
ments all Kanjar Bhats found in the Province.
The other 4 Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment gangs composed of Thottia Naiks,
Kepmaris, Telaga Pamulas and Iranian
Nomads were kept under regular survey and
control by the Criminal Investigation
Department and the District Police. ‘

Farther measures were taken in regard to
the reclamation of Yenadis in the Chittoor
district, but the scheme now seems too big
for the local police to manage in addition to
their normal duties.

_ Some progress was made by way of
zinduomg Telaga Pamula families to settle
own.

A statement = showing the convictions
of Criminal Tribe gang members is ap-
pended :—

Number of members convicted in 1037

under the
Gang, r e -
-~
C.T is
T 1.P.C. . Miscel- Arn
Act, C. Cr.pC lancous. Aét‘.q
Thottia 71 60 2 1
Naiks, (Ceylon
Pgnal
Code).
Kepmaris. 27 48 2
Telaga 11 6 1 9
Pamulas. Abkuri -
Act)s
Kanjar 2 12 e
Bhats.

The school for the children of Sugalis at
Sugalimitta in the Chittoor district which is
financed by the Labour Department is
functioning satisfactorily and the opening of
snother school in the district was sanctioned
by the Commissioner of Labour in the year.
The initiative of the station-house officer
of the Venlkatagirikota Police Station is
responsible for private schools being run for
Sugali and Koracha children at Narayana-
puram and Nernipalle respeotively. Propo-
sals for the Labour Department to take over
these schools are under consideration.
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Security for good behaviour.—The figures of prosecution in bad livelihood cases are given in

the following statement :-—

Prosecution in bad livelihood cases,

1935, 1636. 1937
= o 2y 3 Y, =gosg Al T amora
25 s g 5 F4 SEEFY 22§ oty SERER
» B8E 8 ZE 8 EE gB3Sz 37§ A 23d%
Districts, ¥ 2. 223 a. &2 gESOE ©wPF = BE 222,59
ST &7 &TT 8% g7 ZaBwsy 3Y Be 5H BHEgid
Madras City . 34 31 51 45 882 23 1 2"
Vizagapatam .. .. .. 100 65 127 109 12 91§ 75 52 12 gf-g
East Godavari, ... .. - .. 111 6 94 52 612 60 41 .. 732
est Godvari ... .. .. 78 46 56 20 5 560 47 93 13 aas
Kistna .., e 57 46 46 26 6 650 G0 38 3 776
Guntor .., 188 90 145 90 23 763 131 79 11 665
Nellore ... 89 65 68 56 6 903 61 40 9 769
Kurnool ... tee e 112 80 102 64 13 719 76 41 5 707
Bellary ... o 37 20 67 30 29 789 129 71 14 617
Anantapur e voe e 72 42 53 31 12 795 67 3¢ 4 850
gu(_idapah e 75 52 25 19 1 792 39 23 9 767
Chiitoor ... vee 58 35 45 20 1o 690 40 12 1 316
Chingleput e en 63 38 51 3B 6 81'8 57 37 6 755
North Arcot e 85 60 83 58 8 773 64 41 2 74'5
Salem .ot 158 143 140 133 7 10000 80 75 93-8
Coimbatore e e 55 47 80 67 ¢ 905 136 M 12 758
The Nilgiris 6 6 8 6 ... 750 8 6 . 856
Malabar .., voe 53 42 69 60 9 89-5 67 59 1 052
South Kanara ... 21 1 29 20 6 909 34 23 2 742
Trichinopoly ... 87 67 101 88 ¢ 936 53 42 6 894
S‘out'h Arcot 68 52 v3 73 5 830 54 38 1 717
Tanjore ... 175 119 121 93 14 8V7 107 89 5 873
North Madura ... e 118 89 79 '59 6 831 53 37 4 755
South Madura .. 92 56 63 49 9 907 27 17 3 708
Ramnad ... es 112 94 146 88 98 746 2 64 10 889
’_I‘ugneve]igv L e 81 46 82 57 5 750 82 56 6 790
Railway Police, Madras 45 40 40 3t 1 795 48 41 1 872
Railway Police, Trichinopoly. 12 10 22 17 1 850 30 24 3 888
*Total ... 2,237 1,557 2,086 1,506 237 823 1,790 1,218 142 772

——— — VI

NoTe~—In calculating the percentages, cases Pending disposal at the end of the year and those withe

drawn during the year are left out of account,

* Exclude figures for Ganjam and Jeyporo districts for 1935 and 1936,

“The number of individuals sentenced to
imprisonment in default of security was 828
against 1,129 in 1986, The average amount
of security demanded per accused was
Rs. 239 compared with Rs. 256 in the
previous yeal.

3%7. CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DEPART-
MENT.—Mr. C. H. Gadsden was in charge
of this department up to 24th June when he
proceeded on leave. He was relieved by
Mr. A. F. Bulkley who held charge for the
Test of the year.

The Crime Section of the Criminal Investi-
gation Department put in another year of
steady progress and hard efficient work in
dealing with cases of organized cheating
and thefts extending over large areas, frauds
of various kinds, counterfeiting of currency
notes and coins, and conspiracy. The
Criminal Intelligence Bureau working in
liaison with the District Intelligence Bureaux
continued to function successfully as the
central agency in dealing with organized
‘crime in the Province and in co-ordinating
the work of the District Intelligence
Bureaux.

The 24 official District Intelligence

Bureaux, the Railway Intelligence Bureau
and the one umofficial District Intelligence
Bureau in the South Kanara district continued

to demonstrate their importance as a valuable-

aid in the prevention and detection of crime,
The need for an official Bureau in the South
Kanara district is now apparent and I pro-
pose to address Government in this regard
shortly.

The sub-inspector who in recent years

has been trained and has been gaining
experience in matters relating to fire-arms.

wag, with the Government’s sanction, sent to
the Small Arms School, Ishapore, for a
course of training in ballistics and the
principles of fire-arm design. He is now

fully equipped and possesses sufficient forensic-

knowledge to give, in collaboration with
the Chemical Examiner when necessary,
authoritative opinion and evidence in Court
in cases involving fire-arms.

15 casesrelating to fire-arms were referred.

to the department during the year against 4
in the previous year.

7({(I 4
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. The services of the Foot-print Expert
attached to the Police Training School,
Vellore, were made use of in 4 cases. The
conviction and sentence of death on two
accused in the Coimbatore district murder
case mentioned in the Administration Report
for 1936 were upheld by the High Court
and the evidence of the Foot-print Expert
was much appreciated.

The need for an officer in each district
trained in the science and technique of the
identification of foot~prints and in developing
and photographing finger-prints at the
scenes of crime continues to force itself on
our attention and I have, in the current
year, addressed the Government to sanction
the training in the Criminal Investigation
Department of & head constable from the
District Intelligence Bureau in each district.

It will, I think, be necessary in the near
future to take a fuller advantage of scientific
aids in the detection of crime and to train
investigating officers in this respect from the
moment they join the Training School.

The Coin and Currency Experts in the
Department investigated, or assisted in the
investigation of 41 counterfeit cases. They
gave evidence in court on 70 occasions
against 55 in 1936.

Finger-print Bureau.—16,053 finger-print
slips were received for record during the
year as against 18,599 in 1936. 18,653
slips were eliminated leaving 265,507 slips
on record at the end of the year.

21,002 finger-print slips were sent to the
Bureau for search compared with 22,644 in
the previous year. 15,839 slips related to
cases in this Province, the largest number

coming from Madras City e 1,791
followed by Tanjore ... .. 1431
Trichinopoly . 1,134

Chingleput .. 1,031

Coimbatore ... 984

Madura 860

South Arcot 759

Kistna 702

and Salem 626

Out of these, 4,240 or 2673 per cent were
traced as against 25°21 per cent in 1936.

Of the remaining 5,163 slips received
from outside the Province, Bombay made
the largest number of references... 1,002

followed by Mysore ... 650
The Pederated
Malay States ... 586

Burma ... 543
The Civil- and
Military Station,
Bangalore 468
Pudukkottai 399
and Travancore 355

4

801 or 15'5 per cent of these were traced
as against 16'8 per cent in 1936,

Finger impressions were taken from 171
unknown dead bodies compared with 168 in
1936 and 137 in 1985 and identification was
established on 4 occasions. In 2 cases of
murder in which the bodies had been
mutilated, it was possible to identify the
deceased by the prints taken from their
thumbs.

A north-country criminal who * was
arrested for theft in the Tinnevelly railway
station mutilated his fingers by sticking
ping into them and by rubbing them on the
ground, but competent finger-print work
established his identity and resulted in the
imposition of an adequate sentence.

Expert finger-print evidence was given on
309 occasions as against 291 in 1936 :—

In police cases ... ... 193
» Tegistration cases ... . 20
»» postal cases ... .. 36
s civil cases ... .. b2
,» other cases ... 8

Total ... 809

Expert opinion was given in 232 cages
compared with 174 cases in the previous
year.

Fees amounting to Rs. 8,400 were realised
for the attendance of Experts in Courts and
for written opinions farnished in Civil and
Criminal cases as against Rs, 3,345 in 1936,

The Finger-print testers in their monthly
tours visited all the Central, District and
Special Jails including the Borstal Schools
at Palamcottah and Tanjore and tested
10,509 finger-print slips against 11,040 in
1936. 25 cases of wrong finger-printing
were detected as against 16 in the previous
year and necessary action was taken to
correct as many as 5,541 defective prints as
against 3,921 in 1936.

The officer trained at Bombay in the
Battley system of single digit finger-print
classification started his work in 193¢ and
the finger-print slips of known house-
breakers in the City of Madras and in the
towns of Madura, Trichinopoly, Coimbatore,
Salem, Bezwada, Guntir, Ootacamund,
Coonoor, Mangalore, Tanjore, Kumbakonam,
Vellore, Rajahmundry and Ellore are now on
record.

The expert visited scenes of crime on 7
occasions to develop latent finger-prints,
Photographic enlargements of such prints
were examined in 26 cases and opinions were
furnished which were of great assistance to
investigating officers.

The Shorthand Bureau.—The strength (.)f
the Shorthand Bureau remained at 2

+
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Inspectors and 87 sub-inspectors.  No
officer, however, has a fluent knowledge of
Malayalam and, as & result, much difficulty
has been experienced in reporting speeches
in Malabar where demands for the services
of shorthand reporters continue to increase.
A scheme to train 2 additional sub-in-
spectors in Malayalam shorthand is under
the Government’s consideration.

The shorthand staff attended 139 con-
ferences and 1,640 labour and other
meetings as against 156 conferences and
1,527 meetings in 1936. Its work was
efficient and of great value. One Tamil and
one Telugu shorthand sub-inspector were
deputed to report the speeches delivered in
the Madras Legislature during the sessions
held in September and December and the
Secretary of the Madras Legislative Assem-
bly commended their accurate work.

38. RAILWAY POLICE.—There wag practi-
cally no change in the jurisdiction of the
Government Railway Police, Madras District,
as it continued to police about 185°6 miles
of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway line lying in
the new province of Orissa. The jurisdic-
tion of the Trichinopoly Railway Police
District was 2,509'492 as against 2,509°677
in 1936, the decrease being mainly due to
the remodelling of Cuddalore junction.

Thefts in the two Railway Police Districts
in the last three years are classified below :—

1935. 1936. 1937.
Thefts in running passenger trains—

(a) from passengers - 92 8L 102

() from mail and luggage vaus. 13 5 5
Thefts from platformsand passen- 106 85 82

ger sheds. . .
Thefts in running goods trains ... 13 3 7
Thefts from stationary waggons, 72 48 45

goods sheds and yards. _
Thefts of railway materials 77 60 84
Other thefts ... 72 56 63

Total .. 445 338 388

The marked increase under several heads
is partly due to deterioration in the work of
the Madras Railway Police district and the
matter has already engaged my attention.

Cases of goods shortages continued to
decreage and 646 complaints were made in
the year as against 712 in 1936, and 745 in
1935.

9 attempts were made to wreck trains
"compared with 7 in the previous year,
3 cases occurring in the Madras Railway
Police District and the remaining 6 in the
Trichinopoly Railway Police District. There
was actual derailment in the 3 cases in the
former district but luckily no deaths resulted.
A boy of 12 years of age was responsible
in one instance and a lunatic in another but
in the remaining cases no clues were forth-
coming and disgruntled railway employees
were suspected.

REPORT OF THE

There were 24 cases of stone-throwing,
mostly by thoughtless boys, as against 30 in
the previons year. The boys were located
wherever possible and their parents bound
over for their future good behaviour. In all
districts the authorities and the inhabitants
of villages adjoining the railway line were
warned of their responsibility for the preven-
tion of this kind of offence.

Trwo instances of train collisions occurred in
the year, both of them in the Madras Railway
Police district. In one case the driver of a
goods train steamed into the Vizianagram
station yard against danger signals and
collided with another goods train resulting in
injury to arailway servant. In the other the
Malabar Express collided with a double
bullock cart at the level crossing gate near
Kavanur railway station, the bulls and the
cart-man being killed on the spot. In the
former instance the driver at fault was dealt
with by the Railway Company and in the
latter the cabin-man was sentenced to 6
months’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of
Rs. 100.

The number of persons accidentally run
over by trains and killed was 451 compared
with 418 in the previous year, of which 110
were cases of suicide as against 127 in 1936,
the other victims being casual trespassers on
the railway line. Such preventive measures
as were possible continued to be taken to
check trespass on the railway line.

The Special Magistrates’ Courts at the
Madras  Central Station, Trichinopoly
Junection, Madura and Villupuram, for the
speedy trial of passengers travelling without

tickets and for trespassing on the railway line

are functioning satisfactorily.

39. PORT POLICE.—The Harbour Police
establishments at Vizagapatam, Cocanada,
Cuddalore, Mangalore and Cochin continued
to function well.

40. CINEMATOGRAPH ACT—The provi-
sions of the Cinematograph Act and Rules
were properly enforced in the Madras City
and in all districts.

41. MOTOR VEHICLES ACT AND TRAF-
FIC ON ROADS.—19,424 motor vehicles were
estimated to be on the roads in districts at
the end of 1936. 2,451 vehicles were re-
gistered in the year under review and the

registrations of 419 vehicles were cancelled,

o, at the end of the year, there were 21,466
motor vehicles in use in the mufassal. 4,456
buses were plying for hire in the mufassal
at the close of 1937 against 4,364 at the
end of the previous year.

Control over all types of motor vehicles
and the regulation of traffic were as satis-
factory as was possible with the limited staff
at our disposal and every effort was made to
reduce road accidents. No opportunity was

-~ A
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neglected of trying, when such action seemed
necessary, to inculcate the elements of road
sense into road users. With the increase in
the number of vehicles on the road, however,
unaccompanied by adequate improvements in
road conditions including facilities for pedes-
trians, and the impossibility of providing
sufficient Police for the control of traffic out-
gide towns, the number of accidents due to
motor vehicles and the fatalities which result
continue to increase and give cause for
much concern,

The tables below show separately the
figures of total accidents due to motor vehi-
cles and the deaths which have  followed in
each of the last three years :—

I, Accidents due to Motor Vehicles,

On roads.
. r A -
Total ) Out of
Year. number. In towns. towas.
PER PER
NO.  CENT- NO. GENT-
. AGE. AGE.
1935 ... 787 359 or 46 428 or 54
1936 ... 1,040 366 or 35 683 or 65
1937 ... 1,380 425 or 31 955 or 69
II. Deaths due to Motor Vehicles,
On roads
—— A —_
Total ] Out of
Year. namber. In towns towns.
PER PER
NO. CENT- NO. CENT-
AGE. AGE,
1935 ... 192 45 or 23 147 or 77
1936 ... 232 37 or 16 195 or 84
1937 .. 276 40 or 15 236 or 85

Tt will be noticed that in towns where it
is possible to exercise adequate control over
motor vehicles the percentage of accidents
and deaths cansed by them continue to
decline.

The following table classifies all accidents
on roads during the year under review :—

Classification of all Road Accidents.

Total number of accidents ... ... 1,687
Number of persons killed .. . 820
Do. injured o 1,610
Accidents due to drivers “ e H061
Do. pedal cyclists ... . 111
Do. pedestrians - 613
Do. animals ... 75

Do. vehicles or their equip-
ment 77
Do. road conditions 41
Do. weather ... - H
Do obstruetion 24
Do. passengers 44
Do. - other eauses 31

Total ... 1,587

Pedestrians and pedal cyclists were respon-
sible for nearly 50 per cent of the accidents
and the mnecessity for instilling road sense
into these road-users seems a very urgent
need. More could I think be done in this
regard by the Educational Department and
unofficial bodies which work on behalf of the
general public.

4-2

Additional Police staffs were sanctioned
for the regulation of traffic in the Vizaga~
patam and Cocanada towns in the year.
Deterrent sentences continued to be pressed
for in prosecutions for negligent or careless
driving.

Due interest was taken to protect the
Government’s financial interests by enforcing
the provisions of the Motor Vehicles Taxation
Act, the Indian Motor Vehicles Act and
Madras Motor Vehicles Rules.

42. THE SUPPRESSION OF IMMORAL
TRAFFIC ACT.—The application of the
Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act, except
Sections 6, 7, 8 and 16 was extended to the
Chidambaram Municipality in the year. The
action taken in dealing with commercialised
prostitution continued to be as effective as
was possible under the provisions of the
Act before its recent amendment.

43. PROHIBITION ACT.~—An outstanding
feature of the year was the enactment of the
Prohibition Act and its application on st
October to the Salem district, certain
sections only being applied to the whole
Province. With the exception of an Assigt-
ant Commissioner of Excise who tras posted
as the Prohibition Officer and Additional
District Superintendent of Police, Salem, the
whole of the Excise Department staff was
removed and the district police, with the aid
of the temporary additional staff already
referred to in Part I of this report and
official and non-official co-operation, were
required to enforce the Aect. All ranks in
the Salem district tackled their new and
novel duties with commendable vigour and
the results achieved indicate that, so far, the
scheme has been a success.

The number of true cases charge-sheeted
in the Salem district for violation of the
Prohibition Act and the number of persons
invelved are shown below ;—

Ntimber charged.

——— A

—_
Cases.  I’ersons,

Smuggling  of liquor from 37 40
Mysore.

Illicit distillation eof arrack ... ~ 40 63

Possession of do. 33 29

Salc of do, 2 3

Illicit tapping ... 36 61

Illicit transport of liquor 2 3

Possession of liquor without 33 36
permit,

Itlicit cultivation of hemp plant. ] 6

Smuggling  of  intoxicating 11 11
drugs,

Ux()]lic;fnsed sale of intoxicating 12 12

rugs.

Unlicensed possession of intoxi- 153 161
cating drugs.

Miscellancous ... 8 8

Smuggling of opium .., 2 2

Posgession of opium .., 34 36

Dangerous Drugs Act ... 4 4

Total .. 413 485
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The following table compares crime in the
Salem district from 1st October to 3lst
December 1937 with that in the correspond-
ing quarter in the previous three years :—

For the period from 1st
October to 31st December.

N

1934, 1935, 1936. 1937,

1. Total of Indian Penal 1,146 1007 1,010 748
Code cases excluding
those under nuisance
sections.

II, Number under cach
head of grave crime—

Maurder w23 28 24 15
Dacoity 2 ..

Robbery ... 4 8 4 2
Housebreakings .. 91 61 92 62
Theft (ordinary) .. 176 144 131 116

Theft (cattle) 61 69 74 60

44. EXECUTION OF WARRANTS,—1 565
warrants were pending execution on the last
day of the year as against 1,804 at the end of
1936. Of these, 798 warrants had been
pending for more than a year.

45. INSPECTION,—I toured the districts of
South Arcot, Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Tinne-
velly, Madura and Salem, and Sir Charles
Cunningham, Coimbatore, the Nilgiris,
Chittoor, Anantapur, Malabar and Trichino-
poly. Both Sir Charles Cunningham and I
visited the Police Training School, Vellore,
during the year. The inspection tours of

Mapras,
30th June 1938.

INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF POLICE

the Depaty Inspectors-General and of the
District officers were adequate.

46. GENERAL.-—Although the changing
order in public affairs and other events
caused much excitement and whilst constant
vigilance on the part of the Police was
necessary to maintain law and order, the year
was comparatively peaceful.

The high level of detection in total
cognizable crime was practically maintained
and in grave crime there was a marked
advance on the record figure of the previous
year.

The elections to the Legislatures strained
the resources of the Police to their utmost
but, with the goodwill of the general public,
law and order, with a few minor exceptions,
prevailed. ' A

A further advance in' the ‘¢o-operation of
the public with the authorities was notice-
able in the year.

Subscribers to the General Provident
Fund and the number of members on the
rolls of the various Police Co-operative
Societies continued to inerease.

A large number of convicts were prematu-
rely released during the year and the result
of this policy will be watched with interest.

The City Police scheme was extended to
the towns of Trichinopoly and Madara in
the year and successful results were achieved.

F. SAYERS,
Inspector-General of Police.

APPENDIX A.

STATEMENTS A 10 C,
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STATEMENT C.

Property stolen and recovered.

g Sy | REE § | £ R
':E . '§ g 2 a'; 'g :‘L o ’:S)
i) Ze o E8Ei) £ | g | i
=3 S8 | 0,73 2 o FE R
m m @ = @ 5 " [~ 'ﬁ
35 | 28 | £33 | % g%
Qffence. g3 33 ©cgss & - RS
°B °FE o & S . g
D Py - ~
pes | g52s) 5 | 1) ees |
O ) RN -] - o 2 590 a2
5% | 25 |5%8%| & | B3 | 238 | ¢
= & R g2 k8 =] c 8 88s g
=3 2 RIS = @ P =]
= = 3 = g ) )
g z [ -« < P =
M @!l® !l o lewleo!l o e
A.—Cognizable. RS. RB.
ol
a. Tn conjunction with lurking| 4,663 | 1,866 | 400 | 519,551 1,58,812) 306 b
honse-trespass or house- 2
breaking. (5]
1. Theft ...4 b, In conjunction with receiving . 125 v e 4,621 =
of stolen property. o
[e. Other thefts ... .. | 16,078 8,272 51'% 7,086,045, 2,70,685 383 2
>
B
- a. Dacoity 89 27 391 82,650, 7,086 21'5 R
2. Robbery. {b. Other robbery ol sse| 130 372 252300 G995 277 4
2, 0.
8. Criminal breach of trust . 1,117 445 39'8 1,47,828| 85,794 243 b =
oy
4, Criminal breach of trust by public servant 190 50 263 70,633 31,327 44°4 gz
or by a banker, merchant or ageat, ‘ :‘ 3
8 b
©
®e
Total ... | 22,471 | 10915 | 486 |15,01,342 5,15,270 843 £E
—| =&
=
B,— Non-cognizabls, E APPENDIX A.
@
6. Extortion oo 52 6 116 1,436 353 24'8 'g’;
b
6. Criminal misappropriation ... 137 32 234 23,1268' 8,581 285 g :
8 TATEMENTS D AND E
Total .| 189 38| 201 24562 69034 282 STAT '
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APPENDIX B.

ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE MADRAS CITY POLICE
FOR THE YEAR 1937.

PART 1.

THE POLICE FORCE,

Personnel.—\r. A. J. Happell, 0.B.E., was
in charge of the Madras City Police till 6th
April 1937 when he was relieved -by Mr.
F. Sayers, C.I.LE. I assumed charge from Mr.
Sayers on the 7th October 1937.

Mr. H. D. Latham took charge of the Law
and Order Department on 29th April 1937
from Mr. G. H. P. Bailey who proceeded on
leave. Sri Rao Bahadur K. P. Janardhana
Rao and Mr. R. Hume, 0.B.E., continued to be
in charge of the Crime and the Traffic and
Licensing Branches respectively throughout
the'year.

Sri Rao Sahib V. Natesa Ayyar and Syed
Nasir-ud-din Sahib Bahadur continuned res-
pectively as Assistant Commissioners of
Police of the Traffic, and Licensing Branch
and Law and Order, Southern subdivision,
Sri Rao Sahib M. Narayana Menon was in
charge of the Northern Subdivision except for
the period between 6th April and 17th June
1937 when he was absent in England in charge
of the Madras Police contingent to the Coro-
nation of His Majesty King George VI, Sri
Rao Sahib €. V. Krishnaswami Ayyar acted
for him during the period of his absence.
Sri Rao Sahib N. Ganeswara Rao assumed
charge of the Office of Assistant Commissioner,
Crime Branch, on 17th April 1937 from Sri
Rao Sahib P. 8. Jamburamaswami Ayyar who
proceeded on leave preparatory to retirement.

Captain N. B. Morris has been the Police
Surgeon since 15th June 1937 when his
predecessor Major T. V. Rajaratnam prdceeded
on leave.

9. Strength —Fxcluding gazetted officers,
the sanctioned strength of the permanent force
was increased during the year by 1
Sergeant-Major, 3 sub-inspectors, 1 head
constable and 54 constables and decreased by
1 sergeant in the reorganization of the
Traffic Department sanctioned in G.O.
Mis. No. 3714, Home Department, dated 18th
December 1936. The sanctioned strength of
the City Police on the 31lst December 1937
was 20 Inspectors, 5 Sergeants-Major, 73 sub-
inspectors, 47 sergeants, 2 jamadars, 269 head
constables and 1,824 constables while the
actual strength was 20 Inspectors, 2 Sergeants-
Major, 73 sub-inspectors, 50 sergeants, 2
jamadars, 254 head constables and 1,754
constables with 85 recrnits undergoing train-
ing in the Central Recruits’ School, Vellore.

The post of a Motor Vehicle Inspector in
the first grade was sanctioned temporarily for
a period of one year.

3. Recruitment,—201 recruits were enlisted
during the year of whom 1359 were enlisted
from the mufassal and 42 only f;om the City.

\

The average candidate for selection in the
City was of poor physique and education.
A waiting list of mufassal men is now main-
tained in addition to residents of the City.

4. Casualties,—The following statement
shows the casualties during the last three
years :—

1935. 1936. 1937,
Retired on pension or 68 48 70
graluity. .
Resigned ... o 14 7 14
Dismissed or removed 10 12 13
from service.
Discharged e 21 18 23
Deserted ... w4 1
Died v 421 19 13

———

Total .. 138 105 133

5. Health.—The percentage of admissions

into the hospitals was 170 as against 159 in

1936.

6. Police  Surgeon’s Department.—3 874
patients were treated in the City Police Dis-
pensary during the year 1937, the average
attendance being 56'8. The corresponding
figures for the previous year were 3,416 and
56’5 respectively. Theincrease is attributable
to an epidemic of .influenza which prevailed
during the latter part of the year. The
common diseases treated were influenza and
malaria.

In.door patients.—The total number of
patients treatéd in all the City State hospitals
was 186 with a mortality of 1, the correspond-
ing figures for the previous year being 247
and 7 respectively. .

4 head constables and 15 constables and
2 sowars were invalided from service and 480
medical certificates were issued to professional
motor drivers,

118 candidates for the City Police were
medically examined, out of whom 2 were
declared unfit.

110 certificates of age were issued under the
Madras Children’s Act of 1920.

The health of the force on the whole was
satisfactory.

7. Discipline and appeals.—The discipline
of the force remained at a satisfactory standard
and the number of recorded punishments
awarded shows a progressive decrease from the
figures for 1935 and 1936 as per the statement
below :—

1935. 1936, 1937.

Blackmarks ... w193 176 165

Reductions ... . 48 35 21

Suspensions .. . 8 5 3

Censures . . 10 6 14

Removals and dis- 10 12 13
missals.

Total .. 269 . 23¢f . 216

Py
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Deferred punishments were awarded in 37
cages as against 55 in the previous year.

Appeals,—There were 10 appeals in 1937
against 14 in 1936.- The original orders were
confirmed in 9 cases and modified in 1 as
against 9 confirmed, 4 modified and 1
cancelled in 1936.

Judicial punishments.—16 complaints were
filed in Courts involving 26 police oﬁicer_s.
No case resulted in conviction but it- is
unsatisfactory that in no case, was com-
pensation awarded to the accused police
officer. 'The figure shows a satisfactory
decrease of 50 per cent in the number of cases
against police officers but as mentioned last
year most of these cases might well have been
referred to the police under Section 202,
Criminal Procedure Code, for investigation by
a responsible officer.

3. Titles and Rewards~—The Indian Police
Medal was awarded to Sri Rao Sahib
P. S. Jamburamaswami Ayyar, late Assistant
Commissioner of Police, Crime Branch, and
to Sri S. Srinivasalu Nayudu, sub-inspector
of police, Crime Branch, for meritorious
service. Khan Sahib Syed Rahimatulla Usman
Sahilb Bahadur was awarded the King’s Police
Medal.

At a special parade held on 10th December

1937 in the Government House grounds, His
Excellency the Governor decorated the

- recipients of the medals.

A comparative statement showing the
amount of money rewards granted in the last
two years is furnished below :—

1936. 1937.
Number Number
of Amount. of Amount.
persons. persons.
RS. RS,
Rewards to police 657 7,298 694 3,865-3-0
officers.
Rewards to 207 1,424 168 649-8-0
private indivi-
duals.

The details rankwar of police officers
rewarded during 1937 are furnished below :—

Inspectors e 15
Sub-inspectors s« . 62
Sergeants e 20
Head constables... . 114 .
Constables .. 483

——

Total ... 694

In a number of deserving instances, good-
service entries to police officers and letters of
appreciation or parchment certificates to pri-
vate individuals were granted in lieu of money
rewards.

There were several instances in which
private persons and firms and other Govern-

ment departments offered rewards to policg"W

officers. o
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9. Promotion Board.—The annual examina-
tion for promotion was held as usual under
the direction of the Promotion Board consist-
ing of the three Deputy Commissioners of
Police. 30 constables appeared for the
examination of whom 26 were successful.

10. General Provident Fund.—The percent-
age of subscribers was 823 in 1937 ag
compared with 83'8 in 1936.

* The statement below is the comparative

statement of subscribers to the General

Provident Fund during the three years 1935
to 1937 :— :

1935. 1936. 1937.

Inspectors 15 14 16
Sergeants-Major, 4 2 2
Sergeants 40 48" 48
Sub-inspectors... 60 58 59
Head constables. 227 218 230

Constables 1,302 1,422 1,419

Total ... 1,648 1,762 1,774

11. Co-operative Societies.—The City Police
Officials’ and the City Police Constables’
Co-operative Societies did another year’s good
work.

The City Police Officials’ Co-operative
Society.—This Society had on its rolls 125
members with a paid-up share capital of
Rs. 13,482, Subscriptions from members to
the vrecurring and prudential deposits
amounted to Rs. 1,322 and Rs. 2,312-8-0
respectively. The Reserve Fund of the
Society is Rs. 4,751-3~0.

Loans to the amount of Rs. 46,377 were
issued to members and interest thereon was
reduced to Rs, 7-13-0 per cent per annum.
The interest on loans has been further reduced
to Rs. 6 per cent per annum from 1st Janunary

1938.

The City Police Constables’ Co-operative
Soclety —There were 929 members with a
paid-up share capital of Rs. 24,651. 'The
Reserve Fund of the Society is Rs. 3,808--10-0.

12. Cost,—The total cost of the City Police
was Rs. 14,37,944 as ag.inst Rs. 14,02,848
in the previous year,

13. Housing the Force.—New police lines
for 19 head constables and 78 constables of
the Harbour Police were constructed at
Tondiarpet and occupied in December 1937,

The proposal for the purchase of the
Military Lascar Lines at Pudupet had un-
fortunately to be dropped by Government as
it was not possible for the Military to obtain
suitable quarters elsewhere. Men who are not
supplied with Government quarters find con-
siderable difficulty in nbtaining suitable rented
quarters at the rate of house allowance allowed
by Government. The question of finding
suitable sites in the City is being looked into.

Accommodation is now available for 7
lg_s&gctors, 2 Sergeants-Major, 17 sub-inspec-
ors; 32 sergeants, 205 head constables and
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1,138 constables, leaving a balance of 13
Inspectors, 3 Sergeants-Major, 58 sub-inspec-
tors, 15 sergeants, 64 head constables and 686
constables still unprovided for.

14, Armed Reserve.—The Armed Reserve
gave a very good account of itself during the
communal troubles in Perambur where it
was in daily use from April 27th till the
middle of September.

The Armed Reserve again did good work in
July when a large block of class rooms at the
Government School of Technology rollapsed
burying five persons. The Reserve men were
occupied in digging and removing debris for
15 hours on end without ceasing in order to
extricate those buried.

The usual training wag carried out during
the year but was much interfered with on
account of various extraneous duties which
the Reserve was called upon to perform.

The four platoons of the Armed Reserve
competed in the Stevenson’s Shield Competi-
tion and averaged 10°7 for the four platoons.

212 men qualified as first-class shots and 113
men as second-class shots.

The reorganization of the Armed Reserve
wag sanctioned in G.0. No. 4650, Home Depart-
ment, dated 17th November 1937, but it was
-only possible to effect the actual reorganization
with effect from lst February 1938 owing to
the preoccupation of all departments in
December and to the usual Christmas gather-
ings of varied nature and the Viceregal visit in
January 1938.

15. Mounted Branch,—The strength of the
Mounted Branch at the close of the year was
63 horses: one more has since been purchased
and the Branch is now up to sanctioned
establishment,

9 horses were destroyed or died during
the year. The average age of these casualties
was 13. 10 remonnts were received from
Calcutta in December 1937. 1 would
strongly urge that an officer with experience
of horses should be sent to Calcutta to select
remounts on the spot as from what I have
‘geen of the remounts purchased at the same
‘time by the Commandant of His Excellency
‘the Governor’'s Body Guard, this officer has
been able to secure a far superior lot to those
-gelected and sent to us by the dealer. The
Officer’s travelling expenses would certainly
Jbe more than compensated for by the improv-
ed quality of the horses obtained.

Stable management.—Stable management
rremained at a high standard of efficiency dur-
ing the year.

The health of the horses continued to be
good on the whole and great assistance was
again received from the Principal and staff
of the Madras Veterinary College.

The Mounted Branch again proved of very
great use in the handling of the uuprecedented
crowds which collected during the Eucharistic
Congress in December 1937 as also the very
large crowds which collected on North Beach
Road.at Rayapuram when s.s. * Clan Morrison ™

went aground north of the harbour in Decem-~
ber 1937. : :

As a result of 20 syces striking work in
August 1936 Government were addressed and
a revised incremental scale of pay for syces
was sanctioned in G.O. Ms. No. 2336, Home
Department, dated 17th June 1937. This has
made far greater contentment among the syces.

16. Motor transport.—Two new Chevrolet
lorries were purchased and brought into service
in March and April.

The six lorries now in.service were found-to
be of the greatest value during the communal
disturbances. in- Vyasarpadi Station. They
covered very considerable mileage having had
to patrol the streets day and night for nearly
four months,

Ambulance—A sum of Rs. 784-13-0 was
recovered from private individuals for the
hire of the Motor Ambulance during the year.

Extra Armed Reserve Police constables were:
trained in driving to allow of at least two
drivers per lorry. This was found essential
during the Vyasarpadi communal troubleg
when drivers had to be constantly on duty
during day and night.

17. Harbour Police.—A noteworthy feature
of the year is the absence of crime reported
under house-breakings and thefts.

There was an increase in thefts from sheds
—36 cases as against 1D for last year, but
nearly all the property was recovered, and 27
out of the 30 cases reported were detected and
convicted. Intensive preventive action result-
ed in 172 persons being charged under Section
65 of the City Police Act of which 170 were
convicted. 3 cases under Sections 109 and 110,
Criminal Procedure Code, were charged and
ended in conviction.

693 steamers and 25 sailing vessels entered
the harbour during the year.

The s.g. ‘“Clan Morisson,” which ran
aground outside the harbour and had to jettison
a portion of her cargo, gave the Harbour Police
considerable extra work and reinforcements
from the divisions were necessary both to
patrol the coastline to prevent jettisoned cargo
being illicitly removed and to deal with the
vast concourse of spectators who congregated
daily on the North Beach Road to gaze at the
stranded vessel. ’

In Crime No. 226 of 1937 a fisherman
working on the * Clan Morrison ” was detected
stealing cloths and was taken into custody.
While being brought dow the rope ladder, he
jumped into the sea in an attempt to escape.
Praiseworthy efforts were made to effect his re-
arrest but failed, the constable concerned being
nearly drowned in the struggle. The dead
body of the accused who swam out to sea was
subsequently washed ashore and an inquest,
held by the Second Presidency Magistrate,
recorded o verdict of death from drowning in
attempting to escape from police custody.

Harmonious relations with the Port Trust
authorities continued to be maintained.
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PART II.
‘ CRIME. *
~ 18. Crime,—~The following are the figures for crime for the past three years :— -
‘ o Cases. Persons. Property.
Offences.” - - Year, ~ - —_
s : Reported. True. Tried. Convicted. Lost. Recovered.
1) ' ) ®3 €9)] ® (6) Q] 8)
Total crimes. ..
Classes Lto V— RS. RS,
Statftf%ment A éPc;;llllce]?—(—r
ences under eindjan b o D - ) 5
- 1935 2,762 2,618 - 1,033 926 +8,46,480 40,374
§i‘;:§nﬁgfzn3x§é‘;§,‘:e§ 1936 2,884 2721 1249 1,135 188027 45706
against religion. 1937 2,941 2,782 1,294 1,034 1,76,360 57,900
Statement AA (Police)—

Nuisances and offences) 1935 103,663
against special and local } 1936 54,251
laws. ) J 1937 84,265

Grave crime.

v 1935 10
Murder ... .- 1936 10
1937 18
" .
Dacoity ...

neorty 1937 1
=

Robbery ... - 1
oy 1937 22
Housebreaking and lurking{{ }ggg ggg
house-trespass. {1937 319
[ 1935 23
Cattle theft {1936 22
L 1937 21
o
Thefi (ordinary) 6 894
o 7 1% 1

1935, 1936. 1937.

Total cognizable crime. 3,036 3,019 3,018
Total  reported to 2,618 2721 2,782

police.
Grave crime ... 2,145 2,191 2,141
Cases reported direct 418 208 236

to courts.

The total number of true cognizable crime
recorded during the year under the Indian
Penal Code excluding Nuisance cases, etc., was

.3,018 as against 3,019 in 1936 and 3,036 in 1935,

while the number reported to the police was
2,782 against 2,721 in the previous year,
Only 236 cases were taken direct to the courts
by complainantsas against 298 in the previous
year,

" There has been a slight increase in the
‘total number of cases reported to the police

.during the year under report due chiefly to

'better reporting and registration of offences,
particularly those nnder the criminal breach
of trust. The organiséd outbreaks of crime
which occur in the City are usually the work
of outside criminals such as absconders from
‘the Criminal Tribes Settlements or out-of-view
registered criminals of other districts having
no fixed abode. Several criminal organizations
were broken up and a number of outside
.criminals were arrested and convicted during
‘theyear. Good resultsin this direction were
:achieved by watching regular “rendezvous "

103,564 111,702 111,423
54,218 58437 58292
84,234 89,899 - 89,752

9 8 7 . .
10 6 2 6 6
17 26 3
S - 20 -
7 3 1 315 17
7 6 6 1,198 85 -
6 4 1 238 145
300 84 7 43373 14,193
331 115 105 36,406 14,306
335 104 86 36,604 3.813
a1 25 23 663 658
18 18 18 480 435
19 2 21 965 240
1,773 603 563 79,335 93,426
1797 703 665 74747 23658
1746 650 599 1,067 43,691

such as choultries, parks, markets, cinemas
and bus stands. There was as usual a number
of instances in which the same criminal or set
of criminals were found responsible for a
series of occurrences of the same kind such as
housebreaking of a particular modus operandj,
cycle thefts, thefts of jewels from children,
bungalow thefts, pocket-picking and cheating
by the confidence trick. To deal with such
crimes special patrols were organised and
criminals responsible for several of such series
were traced and convicted. In such instances,
although a large number of cases is detected,
a few cases only are charged and convicted.
In one instance only six cases out of cleven
detected were progecuted.. The percentage of
detection therefore does not indicate the true
state of improvement. .

The Crime Branch was greatly handicapped
in the latter part of the year on account of the
Continental Bank and the Travancore National
Bank cases involving protracted and elaborate
investigation and the services of an Inspector
and 4 sub-inspectors had to be exclusively
utilized in these cases.

Personal interest continued to be taken and
personal records were kept by the Gazetted
Officers of the Crime Branch of the work of
every man in the Crime Detachment and men
who did not maintain their keenness or were

* The figures of Crime given in this Part exclude Magistrates' cases.
+ lncludes Ras. 7,00,000 of Huson, Tod & Co. case.
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found unsuitable for crime work were weeded
out. :

The necessity for treating all classes alike

with courtesy has been strongly impressed on
all ranks and improved _help and co-operation
was received from the public. There hag been

a decrease in the total number of grave crime, .

viz., 2,141 as against 2,191 in the previous
year. )

Nuisance and obstruction ¢ases.—There was
an increase in the volume of mnuisance cases,
and a large increase in the number of obstruc-
tion cases prosecuted during the year. The
policy of attempted prevention, started in
1935, of merely warning the offenders was
found ineffective and resort had to be made
again to vigorous prosecution. The average
amount of fine inflicted in nuisance cases
decreased {rom Re. 0-5-10 in 1936 to
Re. 0-5~7 in 1937 and in obstruction cases
from Re, 0-6-3 in 1936 to Re. 0-6-0in 1937.
Bench Magistrates still fail to appreciate the
importance of inflicting adequate fines in such
cases and labour under a false sense of sym-
pathy with the offenders.

728 rowdies were bound over under- the
Security Sections as against 351 in 1936 and
303 in 1935. Great improvement in this
respect has been shown in all divisions. The
large increase in ‘G ” Division was due to
specially vigorous preventive work on account
of the communal trouble in the Vyasarpady
area.

Statistics of arrests and convictions for
drunkenness are given below:—

Number arrested. Number convicted.
A e
Men, Women. Men. Women.
3,728 102 3,719 100

Effective control was maintained over the
City hooligans and many of them were
bound over to keep peace.

19. Cases in which investigation was refused
under Seetion 157 (b), Criminal Procedure
Code,—The following is a statemeént of casesin
which investigation was refused under Section
157 (4), Criminal Procedure Code :—

Total number  Cases dealt

of cases with under
Year reported Section 157 Percen-
a (classesTto V. (D), Criminal = tage.
of statement Procedure
A-Daglice). Code.
1935 .. 2762 312 113
1936 ... 2,884 132 45
1937 .. 2,041 125 43
Theft
(ordinary).
1935 .. res 1,865 208 143
1936 ... 1,804 124 65
1937 .. 1,825 120 66

While emphasising the necessity of elimi-
nating minor and important investigations in
order to find time to deal with crime com-
mitted by habitual criminals care has been
taken to see that the use of the section is not
abused.

20, Murder,—18 cases of murder were
reported in the year of which 17 were true.
2 cases ended in conviction, the accused in
4 were acquitted, 5 cases remained undetected,
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3 are pending trial and 3 were still under in-

vestigation at the close of the year. The:
increase under this head is due largely to the-

Hindu-Muslim tension which lasted for about
6 months in the Pulianthope-Perambur area.

Motives in murder cases are classified as
follows :—

Sexual
Private quarrel
Other causes vee -

[5] e

21. Dacoity,—1 case of dacoity was registered
in the year and was reported as undetectable.
On the night of 6th June 1937, a Muhammadan
was waylaid at Straham’s Road by six Hindus,
assaulted and deprived of his cycle. One

Vadivelu Mudali and two others were arrested’

on suspicion but the vietim identified Vadivelu
alone in the identification parade. The
bicycle could not be recovered and as there
was insufficient evidence, the case was not
charged.

22. Robbery.—22 cases were reported during
the year of which 6 only were true. 1 case
ended in conviction, 2 in acquittal, 1 was
reported as undetected and the remaining
2 are under investigation. Of these, 1 was
due to communal tension at Choolai. All
these are highway robberies.

Most of the reported cases were exaggerated.
assaults due to drunken brawls. A case which
involved elaborate investigation and excited a
good deal of public interest was “The Myla-
pore Post Office Robbery Case,” in which one
Seshammal, wife of the Postmaster, Mylapore,
complained to the police that when her
husband and her son had left their residence
to visit the temple on 12th June 1937 at about
7 p.m. a man and a woman came to her house
in a car, asked her for some water to drink,
and when she took them into the kitchen for
the purpose they gagged her and stole from
her jewels to the value of Rs. 1,000, Investi-
gation disclosed that the complaint was totally
false. Tt was referred as such and the woman
was prosecuted under Section 182, Indian
Penal Code, for preferring a false complaint.
The case is pending trial.

23. Housebreaking and Lurking house~
trespass.—335 true cases were reported in
1937 as against 331 in the previous year. The
glight increase -calls for no comment. The
average amount of property lost was Rs. 121
as against Rs, 117 in the previous year.” The
property lost in more than 50 per cent of the
cases was of an unidentifiable nature and the
culprits were able to dispose of it without
difficulty.” A case worthy of note is the one
Iknown as * Mambalam Housebreaking Case ™
in which one Marimuttu, an ex-conviet of
Salem and a motor driver by profession,
effected entrance into a locked house by scal-
ing over the compound wall and forcing open
the lock of a room upstairs., Gold jewels to
the value of Rs. 2,000 were stolen from a
locked almirah. A special feature of the case
is the employment by the accused of a motor
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car to enable him: to visit Salem, Kolar,
Bangalore, Pondicherry and Cuddalore with a
view to dispose of his booty. The accused
avas-arrested with considerable difficulty and
property worth about Rs. 1,000 was recovered.
Investigation disclosed that this individual
was responsible for several cases of burglary
in Bangalore City and Cantonment and pro-
perty concerned in eight of those cases was
recovered by a sub-inspector of the Madras
Crime Branch. The accused was convicted
to 18 months’ rigorous imprisonment in the
City case and sent to Banualore to take his
trial for the offences committed by him there.

24, Thefls.—Thefts decreased from 1,797
cases in 1936 to 1,746 in 1937. Investigation
was refused in 120 cases as against 124 in the
.previous year. Strenuous efforts were made
to arrest suspicious characters both by day
and night and toreduce as far as possible cases
of picking of pockets, snatching of jewels
from children and other kinds of thefts.
‘There were 77 cases of children jewels’ thefts,
237 cases of cycle thefts and 42 cases of pick-
pocketing against 110, 228, 56 cases, respec-
tively in the previous year. Children jewels’
thefts and pocket-picking have decreased
while there is a slight increase of 4 per cent
under cycle theft. This increase is negligible

“when it is considered that the number of

licensed cycles in the City increased by 16,000
-or 113 per cent over the previous year. Per-
centage of detection in this class of crime as
in housebreaking is actually greater than the
figures show, and for the same reason. A
case of some public interest investigated
during the year was the “ Travancore National
Bank Theft Case” in which 3 peons in the
employ of the Bank committed theft of
Rs. 24,900 from a parcel booked to Colombo

-and insured for Rs. 23,000, The accused

abstracted the notes and substituted pieces of
glass, waste paper, etc., in order to conceal the
deficiency in weight. A painstaking and
difficult investigation eventually resulted in
the conviction of the accused who received a

‘sentence of three years' rigorous imprisonment

each. Of the Rs. 24,900 stolen,-a sum of
Rs. 24,600 and odd was recovered. The
Travancore National Bank gratefully offered

-:a reward of Rs. 1,000 to be distributed among

the police officers and private informants who
were responsible for the detection of the case.
Ag the Government declined to accord sanc-
tion to the acceptance of rewards by the police
officers concerned, Rs. 800 was returned to the
Bank, the balance of the money being distri-

"buted among the informants.

91 cases of cattle theft were reported during

the year of which 19 were true. 135 cases

regulted in the conviction of 17 persons.
Detection this year remained at practically

.the same figure as for 1936, viz., 34’4 per cent
.against 34°6 per cent, 539 cases ending in con-

viction. The average value of property lost
per case was Rs. 66 against Rs. 45 last year.
Tn a large number of cases the property lost
was of an unidentifiable nature or of trivial
‘value. .

25. Criminal breach of trust,—There wasan
increase of cases under criminal breach of
trust from 147 in 1936 to 173 in 19_37, 87

cases ended in conviction as against 77 in the
previous year and 90 persons were convicted
as against 79 in 1936.

26. Cheating.—84 cases were reported dur-
ing the year as against 97 in 1936. The
formation of doubtful chit funds, lotteries,
bogus companies and competitions is day by
day increasing. After collecting large sums
.of money in the shape of fixed deposits and
securities from employees the organisers of
such bogus concerns conveniently disappear

“with the loot.

27. Property lost and recovered.—A state-
ment showing the value of property lost and
recovered is given below :—

£Ex &2 6 o
23 289 a %
% ?d % ?g ~5§ s %
Offences. = Q,;; 3 9-8 3 ?:
£¥¢ E¥8 Bd g2
4 4 « <
RS R3
1. Theft—
(a) Int coujuucl-1 303 64 36,604 3813
ion wit
house-
breaking.
(d) Other thefts. 1,692 629 108,835 44,586
2. Murder ... e ses e
3. Robbery—
. (a) Dacoity 1 20 ..
(3) Other robbery. 6 2 238 145
4, Criminal breach of 168 92 30,063 9,356
trust — Sections
406 to 408, L.P.C.
5. Section 409, ILP.C. 1 600

Total .. 2,i71 787 1,76,360 57,900

Remarks—Recoveries made.in the year of property lost ia
cases of previous years—Rs. 251,

A comparative statement for the past three

years is given below ;—-

Recover- Per-
Lost. ed. centago.
. RS, RS8.
1935 .. 8,46,480 40,374 48
1936 e . 1,88,027 45,706 24'3
1937 s o 176360 57,900 328

There has been a fair improvement in the
percentage of recovery of stolen property.

98. Resulfs in cases prosecuted,—The num-
ber of cases (excluding cases under -Nuisances
and Special and Local Laws) brought to trial
and decided was 1,057. Of these, 911 or 86
per cent ended in conviction. In these cases,
1,294 persons were tried and 1,034 or 80 per
cent were convicted, Of the 85,254 cases of
cognizable crime under the Indian Penal Code,
Nuisances and Special and Local Laws prose-
cuted by the police and disposed of in Court,
85,003 or 99'7 per cent ended in conviction.

29, Prosecuting staff,—The prosecuting staff
prosecuted 3,141 cases as against 2,926 in the
previous year and 2,580 or 82'1 per cent ended
in conviction.

30. False cases,—44 cases were struck off as
wilfully and maliciously false as against 27 in
the -previous year. In two cases the com-
plainants were prosecuted for preferring a false
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complaint: one of these was convicted and
the other is now undergoing her trial. Of
the 85,501 cases, the total - cognizable crime
charged by the police during the yvear under
Indian Penal Code and Local and Special
Laws, no case was declared false after trial.

31. Escapes.—2 prisoners escaped from
police custody and were recaptured during the
year. 3 police constables were departmentally
punished for negligence in the two cases s 1
constable died before the departmental en-

- quiry was concluded. )

32. Cases referred by magistrates.—'['he num-
ber of cases referred to the police by magis-
trates under Section 202, Criminal Procedure
Code, decreased from 9 in 1936 to 5 in 1937.
2 cases were struck off as false.

33. Gambling and Opium dens.—7¢ gambling
dens were successfully raided during the year
as against 28 in 1936 and 19 in 1935. The
average fines in 1936 were Rs. 62 and in 1937
Rs. 53. More vigorous action was taken in all
divisions'in this respect.

Street gambling.—749 persons were con-
victed in 1937 as against 630 in 1936. The
average fine for both the years was Rs. 3-7-0
per person. ‘

Bucket shops.—37 successful raids were
conducted in 1937 as against 30 in 1936. 63
persons were convicted in 1937 as against 24
in 1936. The average fine per case was
Rs. 44-2-0 in 1937 as against Rs. 48-5-0 in
1936.

34. Suppression of Immoral Traflic Act—,
vigurous campaign against brothels was carried
on during the year. 25 brothels were success-
fully raided in 1937 as against 10 in 1936.
The sentences in all the cases have been
deterrent.

35. Criminal Tribes Act.—During the year
under report 3 Koravars and 1 Donga Dasari
(3 males and 1 female) were registered under
the Criminal Tribes Act,

Details of these and other registered crimi-
nal tribe members residing in the City on
31st December 1937 are given below :—

Men. Women.

Madras City Koravars .« 302 14

" Chinglepnt” district Koravas w11

Do. Adi-Dravidas. 9

- Do. Kal Oddars ... 7 -

Cuddapah Yerakalas ... =~ ... w2

Nellore Yerakalas ... . 3

Jogis ... e 34 1

South Arcot district Irulas e 1
Yenadis e e 18

Salem-Melurnad Koravars ...
North Arcot district Sakkarathamadai

Koravars e 12
Nellore Dommaravas 1
North Arcot district Chengampundi

Koravars . w1 1

North Arcot district Ponnai Koravars., 8

Do. Dubbai Koravars, 4 e
Chittoor district Koravars .. e 10

South Arcot district Veppur Parayas, 5

b -
Madura district Piramalai Kallars 1
Tanjore district Uppu Koravarg ... 2
Kepmaris we 1 1
Chittoor district Donga Dasaris ... ... 1
Nellore district Donga Dasaris ... 8 5
Guntur district Yer:ﬁmlas w7 o

Total .., 448 ?3_

—— —
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- Of these, 17 were in jail, 11 out of view
and 438 were under obligation to report under
Section 10 or 11 of the Criminal Tribes Act.
Orders to report were in force only against 26
as against 44 on Ist January 1937, the orders.
against the remainder being kept in abeyance.
In 14 cases abuse of this concession led to the
cancellation of orders granting abeyance.

In 70 instances criminal tribe members.
who violated the conditions inmiposed on them
were warned. Only in the cise of 18 mem-
bers who persisted in violating the rules and
who were suspected to have been absent with
criminal intent, were prosecutions under the
Act launched. 12 of them were convicted,
the remaining 6 cased still pending trial.

There are at present 5 families of Yera-
kalas _consisting of 7 members and ‘3
families of Donga Dasaris consisting  of
6 members living with O-T passes in the City.
They are all settlers of Konnur Settlement,
“working as gang coolies in the Madras and
Southern © Mahratta Railway. After the
abolition of the Konnur Settlement in 1936,
.their names were transferred to the strength
of the Bitragunta Settlement but they  were
permitted by the Commissioner of Labour to
reside wherever they chose to do so.

. Veppur Pariahs,—There are 5 registered
Veppur Pariahs of South Arcot district resid-
Ang in the old Free Settlement quarters at
Perambur. Of these, 2 went out of view
after committing housebreaking and theft in
Sembiam police station limits along with an
unregistered settler, soon after they were
given the benefit of abeyance orders. The
cases against them are pending-trial.

In addition to the above criminal tribe
members there are about 1350 discharged
settlers of the Aziznagar Settlement (Veppur
Pariahs by - caste) - working as. mill coolies,
These settlers have their own panchayat,
approved by the Commissioner of Labour,
whose function is to exercise effective control
over them by. holding roll calls and .making
surprise checks- during- nights. - It -was the
panchayatdars who promptly brought to. light
the activities of the gang of burglars referred
to-above. They actually  apprehended one
of them and produced him with. the stolen
properties at the police station. S

36. - Preventlon.—The number of habitual
criminals under the surveillance of the police
on 31st December 1937 was.549 as against 536
in the previous year, 144 registered bad
characters were convicted during the year,
149 persons were senténced to enhanced
‘punishment under’ Section 735, Indian  Penal
Code. 48 persons were ordered to - notify
residence or ‘change of residence - under
Section 565, Criminal Procedure Code.
36 persons were prosecuted for failure to notify
residence or change of residence, 47-of them
being convicted. ‘ : *

Prosecutions for bad livelihood twere
instituted against. 23 persons of whom 19 were
bound over. Of these, 15 were K.Ds., and 4
cheats. 18 persons were sent to jail for
failure to furnish security. Of these 19 per-
sons, 8 were locals, the remainder being
‘non-residents of the City.
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. 25 persons were convicted under Section 64,

.City Police Act and 263 persons under

‘Section 65 of the City Police Act. ’

" 881 finger-print slips were sent for record
and 1,791 references were made to the Finger-
‘Print Bureau which traced criminal antece-
dents in 581 cases. »

 37. Crime Record Section.—During the
yvear 1937, 94 new history shefats were
opened and the history shg‘ets of .13,persons
were transferred from the “ Inactive” to the

¥ Active ” list, as they reverted to crime. The -

history sheets of 16 persons V.vho died were
‘destroyed. The number of history sheets at
the end of the year was 1,555. Of these, 1,109
"are for resident criminals, 120 for ph}ngleput

district criminals and 321 for c.rm_nnals of
other parts. Of the resident criminals, 773
were classed as *‘ active ”’ and kept under close
watch. .

The number of index cards openec} Qurlng

-the year was 1,650 and the number eliminated

‘was 60. The total number of cards maintained
at the end of the year was 14,420,

The number of general information fileg
‘at the end of the year was 350,

The number of out of view K.Ds. was about
106 and strenuous efforts were made to trace
them. - o

Investigating sub—inspectors. and divisional
gub-inspectors regularly visit the Record
Section. This Section publishes regularly a
daily' Crime and Occurrence Sheet, a Fort-
nightly Summary of Crime and other
publications. When necessary, e.g., on t}le
occasion of an ontbreak of ecrime of a gpecial
nature this section issues useful instructions
and suggestions to the investigating officers.

" .3%: Photographic. Section.—The Photogra-
phic Section continued to do another year’s
“useful work.

39. Intelligence Section.—The retention of
the additional temporary staff of 4 sub-
inspectors and 3 head constables which was
originally ‘sanctioned by the Government.for
the purpose of maintaining a closer scrutiny
over suspicious up-country individuals was

- renewed for another year from 1st September

1937. This temporary staff is utilised not
only for keeping a'watch over extra provincjal
-guspects but also in” meeting the vastly in-
creased volume of work in respect of labour,
gocialist and comInunist activities.

- During the year 3,491 references were dealt
with as against 3,910 in the previous year.

After the General Elections in February a
few daily and weekly newspapers ceased
publication, Security under the Indian Press
(Emergency Powers) Act XXIII of 1931 was
demanded from 3 newspapers and journals
and 2 printing presses. Particulars regarding
newly started and revived journals, their
editors and publishers were supplied to Gov-
ernment.

Enquiries were made about 350 newspapers
and periodicals as against 400 in the previous
yvear. Particulars necessary for the compila-
tion of the Annual Return with notes regard-

" ing their tone, influence and circulation were
supplied to the Chief Presidency Magistrate.

8
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Necessary assistance was, as usual, rendered
to the Harbour Police in checking passports
and in keeping a look out for suspjcions
arrivals, smuggled arms, ete. 1,714 foreigners
were noted and reported to the Special Branch
as against 1,244 in the previous year.

176 political meetings as against 324_in the
previous year and 218 labour meetings as
against 146 in the previous year were att_e.nd-
ed by shorthand sub-inspectors. One political
conference as against nil and one labour confe-
rence as against 3 in the previous year were
held.

PART III.
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT.

40. The numbers of vehicles of all cate-
gories show a progressive increase, figures for

-the last three years being as under (—

1935. 1936. 1937,

Motor vehicles of all kinds 1,277 1,517 1,716
newly registered in the
year.

Motor buses holding “ G ” 398 350 371
permits for the City.

Motor cabs holding per- 114 89 101
mits for the City.

Licensed hackney,carriages 5,023 4,993 5475
and rickshaws, :

Cycles holding Corpora- *13,525 *13,872 29549
tion licences.

NoTe.—* Revisad figures,

This progressive increase requires to be met
with up-to-date methods of control, if traffic
accidents are to be kept with reasonable
bounds. Street improvements, the ‘provision
of proper pavements for pedestrians and the
construction of traffic roundabouts at danger-
ous cross roads are becoming an urgent neces-
sity. Probably the absence of proper facility
for pedestrian traffic particularly on narrow
thoroughfares and the deterioration generally

of- the main roads are the chief obstacles to

satisfactory traffic control and are the predomi-
nantly contributing feature to the incidence
of accidents. I consideritis high time that the
Corporation be requested to take the matter
seriously in hand with the assistance of an
expert qualified in the construction of roads,
road-crossings, etc., to suit modern traffic
conditions. During the year, with the co-
operation of the Corporation Engineer, experi-
ments were made in the construction of two
roundabouts in the Mount Road, the main
arterial road in the City and the chief locale of
traffic accidents. Of the two experimental
roundabouts, that at St. George’s Cathedral
crossing proved eminently successful and hag
been made permanent. The other at the
junction of Binny’s Road with Mount Road
remaing in the experimental stage, as the
existence of the water fountain in Binny's
Road prevents the necessary extension of the
roundabout in that direction. The question of
the removal of the fountain is now under
correspondence with the Government.

The construction of pavements or at least
clearly demarcated arecas for pedestrians is an
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‘integral part of these schemes and it is only
with them that final satisfaction ~will Dbe
attained. Many of the pavements already in
existence are unattractive to pedestrians.
They are either obstructed with trees and
encroachments or offer a rough gravel surface
which is uncomfortable to walk upon and the
pedestrian is driven to almost unrestricted use
of the road with potential danger to himself
and vehicular traffic of all kinds. The deterio-
ration of road surfaces, particularly of road
margins tends to force slow traflic especially
"rickshaws and hand-carts to the comparatively
easier going surface on the crown of the road,
thus causing congestion and danger to both
faster moving traffic and to the peclestrians
using the roads.

41_ Public conveyances—Buses.—175 buses
were regularly plying for hire within Munici-
pal limits during the year, the same number
as in 1936. 200 mufassal buses enter and
leave the City daily, a number of them
employed in the suburban traffic making
several trips to and fro in the 24
‘hours. The total daily mileage covered by
bus traffic in City limits well exceeds 30,000
miles. The old-fashioned open-sided bus has,
go far ag City services are concerned, been
entirely eliminated and the standard of main-
tenance, comfort and safety of the - vehicles
‘continues progressively to improve.

_Paxis registered and plying for hire duripg
the year numbered 101, an increase of 1‘% over
the previous year. The daily average mileage
per vehicle is 44 miles. The standard main-
tained is high and for this elass of vehicle is
sprobably superior to'any City in the counitry.

" Iliieit taxis,—The taxi trade is ‘probably
Qefinitely affected by the large number of
illicit taxis which are reported to be plying
‘for hire unlicensed. The taxi owners have a
legitimate grievance against these pirates but
it is extremely difficult to deal with them,
since the only evidence available is that of the
passengers and it is obvious tha.t they \\_rill
support the illicit taxi owner who is providing
taxi service at very much cheaper rates than
the legitimate owners can manage.

Public service vehicles were involved in 59

accidents during the year, 3 more than in
1936. In 14 cases only were the drivers, after
investigation, held to be rCSpousib_le as against
16 in the previous year. The drlviI}g of the
public service vehicles has vastly 1_mproved
with the steady elimination of bad drivers and
indifferent owners and with better manage-
ment and control generally, mow reaches a
reasonably high standard. Disciplinqry action,
i.e., suspension or cancellation of. licences or
permits was required to be taken in only 287

cases as against 1,046 in 1936 and 2,177 in the -

previous year.

Lorries continue to increase in numb.er and
their control, especially of thos.e not llceqsed
to ply for hire, has been a ditlicult question.
The rules do not at present require the DOSseS-
sion of any particular qualification by dl_'lvers
of private vehicles and 2 number of drivers,
incompetent to be in charge of these !mavy

vehicles, secure this employment without

.difficulty. Lorries were concerned in 43
-accidents during the year and in 21 of them

the drivers were definitely at fault. The
registration of 216 of these vehicles was
suspended and 3 permanently cancelled under

rule 13 of the Motor Vehicles Rules. 193

cases of overloading and 48 instances of lorries
plying for hire withont permits were charged
in the course of the year. ‘ )

Pedal cyclists continue to increase, the
number of Corporation licences issued rising
again from 13,872 to 29,549. Cyclists are a
source of annoyance and danger to all other
classes of road users ; the general lack of road
sense and road manners can, I think, be attri-
buted largely to lack of experience. I hope the
issue of the new road rules will result in more
effective control.

~ Accidents.—In the course of the year the
Government called for statistics of all’ road
accidents involving loss of life or serious in-
jury to persons with a view to the preparation
and study of an analysis thereof. This state-
ment includes -vehicles other than motor
.vehicles and excludes motor accidents in which
damage to property but not to persons.was
caused. T

" 'The consolidated figures are as follows :— -

1. Number of collisions between—

: : ‘ . ber. tage.-
(a) Moving vehicles .. .. 16 . 2077
(&) Vehicles and pedestrians ... 55 7142
(c¢) Moving vehicles and station- 1 1-29

v ary vehicles. . :

2. Number of multiple 'dccidents,  Nil, :

3, Number of accidents not due to 5 649
- collisions. o

Total. ... 77 9997

or 100
per cent,
4, Features of locality of acci-
dents, e.g., number of acci-
dents that occurred— ‘
(a) Atroad junction 7 90
(b) At crossroads ... 2 26
(¢) At places controlled by 1 13
l;)olice or traffic sig-
nals.
(d) On siraight roads or 67 .87:1

open road bends with
good sight line.

Total ... 7 100

per cent,
All the above 77 cases were
in built up areas.
5. Types of vehicles involved—
Cars 48 51-61
Lorries . 11 1182
Buses 8 860
Taxis e 2 215
Motor cycles e 4 430
Pedal cycles 5 530
Hand-carts 10 1075
Tram cars 2 2:15
Tram trolley 1 107
Not traced s 2 215
Total .. 93 9939
or 100
per cent,
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6. Estimated speeds of mechani-

cally  propelled  vehicles
involved in accidents—
.. Num- Percen-
ber. tage.

Not exceeding 10 miles per - 13 16-88
hour.

Exceeding 10 but not ex- 41 5324
ceeding 20 miles per
hour.

Exceeding 20 but not ex. 15 1948
ceeding 30 miles per

hour.
Exceeding 30 but not ex- 3 389
ceeding 40 miles per
hour.
Exceeding 40 bub not ex- 2 2:59
ceeding 50 miles per
hour,
Information not available... 3 389
Total ... 77 9997
or 100
per cent.
7. (a) Classification of persons killed—-
Pedal cyclist ... 1 359
Passengers 3 1089
Pedestrians ... 19 6775
Hand-cart coolies ... 4 1418
Rickshaw puller w1 359

Total .. 28 10000

-_ —

(b) Classification of persons injured—

Motor cyclist ... 1
Pedal eyclist ... 3
Passengers ... 4
Pedestrians ... 38 71'69
Hand-cart coolies 5
Coolies working on 2

atram trolley.

Total .. 53 99-97

or 100
per cent,
8. Drivers of vehicles killed or injured—
Number of Number of
vichels in- drivers
volved. killed or
injured.
Vehicles other than 5 cars 5  hand-cart
motor cycles and 8 hand-carts coolies
pedal eycles. killed.
1 tram car 3  hand-cart
2 lorries. coolies in-
jured,
Motor cycle « 1 motor cycle 1motorcyclist
1 car. injured.

9, Pedal cyclistskilled or injured (their Number and
age to be given)—

No. Age. Sex.

 Killed w114 Male.
Total ...
Injured 1 10 Male,
o. w 1 23 ,,
Do. ee 1 30 "
Do. 1 35 "
Total ... 4

8-a
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10. Pedestrians killed or injured—

No. Age. . Sex.
Killed 3 5 Male.
. Do. . 1 7 ”
Do. 1 8 ’
Do. . 1 9 "
Do. ) o 1 10 "
DO. e " 1 i 22 3y
Do. 2 35 iH)
Do. o . 2 40 "
Do. . . 1 50 "
Do. R 1 60 "
Do. .. . 1 65 "
Do. .. 1 8 Female.
Do. . 1 40 »
Do. . e 1 50 '
Do. 1 60 .
Total ... 19
Injured ... 3 5 Male.
Do. . 1 7 »
Do. . . 1 9 »
Do. - 1 10 "
Do. . 3 12 ”
Do. . .01 14 »
Do, .. 1 16 ”
Do. 1 20 "
Do. ... 1 21 "
Do. . . 1 22 "
Do. . . 2 23 "
Do. 2 25 "
Do. . “ 3 30 "
Do. .. 1 40 "
Do. . 2 45 ”
Do. v 2 50 "
Do. .. 2 60 "
Do. . 1 70. "
Do. " . 1 4 Female.,
Do. 2 7 »
Do. . . 1 10 ”
Do. .. 1 50 ”
Do. . . 1 55 .
Do. 2 60 "
Total ... 37

11. Causes of accidents—

(@) Attributed to drivers—
Number. Cause,
Apparently inattentive.

Not keeping to the near side of the road
and speeding.

Retveised carelessly and driver lost con-

rol.

Emerging from minor to major road reck-
lessly. .

Trying to overtake vehicles proceeding in
the same direction on their wrong side. .

Private car driven at high speed collided
with a hand-cart proceeding in the same
direction.

Private car driven in a rash and negligent
manner collided with a pedestrian, )
Lorry driven at high speed and overtaking
improperly. - :
Private car driven at high speed collided.
with a stationary trolley. :
Private car driven by an unlicenced
Juvenile collided with a rickshaw pro-

ceeding in the same direction.

20 Total.

(b) Attributed to pedal cyclists—

Emerging from minor to major read
without due care.
2 Bwerving in front of car.

-4— Total.
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(c) Attributed to hand-cart coolies—
1 Swerving in front of a motor vehicle.

T Total.
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(d) Attributed to pedestrians—

Number. Cause.
31 Suddenly rushing across the road when
vehicles were quite close to them.
1 Inattentive to traffic.
1 Tripped and fell in front of a lorry. |
1 OVOrEalanced and fell backwards strik-
ing the rear axle hub cap of a passing
bus. .
1 Drunk man walking carelessly without
paying attention to vehicular traffic.
Unknown, .

. Suddenly turning, while proceeding in the
same direction as vehicles concerned and
walking in front of oncoming vehicles.

2 Walking from behind- tram car which

masked movement. . .

A lunatic was pushed aside and he fell in

front of a bus.

Boy suddenly ran backwards and collided

with a moving vehicle.

15 Total.

(¢) 8 Alighting from vehicles in motion,

Or

=

o

{f) Other causes—
1 Cooly sleeping on road stretched out his
leg which was run over by a wheel of a
passing hand-cart. i
1 Cooly fe[f,l down from a lorry in motion.

The following tabulated statement gives the

60.

Number. ~ Cause.
(f) Other causes—cont.

1 A crippled woman crawling across the
-road 1n the early hours of the morning
was run over by an unknown vehicle (car
suspected).

1 Steering rod of a lorry broke and as a
result the lorry got out of control.

4 Total.

Under classification 4 an alteration will be
found from the figures submitted to Govern-

ment in the past four quarterly returns. In .

the quarterly returns accidents noted as occur-
ring in built-up areas have not been included
in other categories such as road ‘junctions,
cross-roads, ete. Since, however, nearly all
places in Madras must of necessity be located
in a built-up area, the accidents hitherto
classed only under this heading have now
been sub-classified under the other heads. The
result shows that road junections and cross-

roads are not the dangerous points in Madras.
but it is the straight road that has provided by~

far the greatest number of accidents in which
persons have been killed or injured.

figures for the past three years of major acci-

dents in which motor vehicles only were involved :—
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1937 .. 305 25 170

In spite of a steady increase in the registra-
tion of all kinds of wvehicles, and, in conse-
quence the volume of traffic, the number of
serious accidents remain at very nearly the
same figure ag in 1936.

Fatal accidents have increased from 22 to 25
cases. Private motor vebicles were involved
in 14 cases, lorries in 5 cases, buses in 5 cases
and a taxi in the remaining case.

In the 14 cases in which private motor
vehicles were concerned 5 were instances of
young boys running suddenly across the road
in front of oncoming traffic giving the driver
no opportanity of avoiding an accident. In
one case a cyclist proceeding in front of a car
turned suddenly without signalling his inten-
tion to do so and was knocked down. In two
other cases an old woman and a man suddenly
started to cross the road regardless of on-
coming traffic. Inone casea crippled woman
crossing Mount Road in the early hoursof the
morning was run over and killed and in another
case whichoccurred onthe Marina acar overtook
another car at high speed and knocked down
and killed a hand-cart coolie who was pulling
his cart from the opposite direction. Unfortu-
nately in neither of these cases, in spite of
energetic and protracted enquiries, could the
culprits be traced. In 4 cases drivers
were found to be responsible and were prose-
cuted ; 1 ended in conviction and the other
3 are still pending trial,
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Lorries.—Of the 5 fatal cases in which lorries
were concerned, 3 were caused by children
under 8 years of age suddenly- crossing the
road with no attention to oncoming traffic.
In another instance a coolie seated on top of a
lorry fell down and received fatal injuries. In

the remaining case the driver was found to be

at fault and was prosecuted and convicted.

Buses.—The 5 cases under this head were as
follows :—An aged coolie working on the side
of the road lost his balance and fell backwards
striking the rear axle hub cap of a passing
bus, a lunatic playing with other boys was
pushed on the road where he fell in front ofa
bus and was run over, a woman suddenly
crossed theroad giving the driver no chance
of avoiding her, a cleaner fell off a bus in
motion, while in the fifth case the driver was
found to be at fault, was prosecuted and con-
victed.

Taxi.—In the only case in which a taxi cab
was involved a pedestrian suddenly turned
and walked in front of the vehicle giving the
driver no opportunity of avoiding the
accident. ,

42, Traffic Investigation staff.—The in-
vestigation staff took over 241 of the important
street accidents. They registered 24 cases
under the Indian Penal Code and 15 caseg
of inquests, under Section 174, Criminal Proce-
dure Code, as compared with 230, 19 and 18,
respectively in 1936,

Petty Offences under Motor Vehicles Act and
Rules.—The Law and Order Police charged
506 cases as compared with 631 cases in 1936
and the traffic patrol officers charged 549 cases.
792 cases ended in conviction, 33 were acquit-
ted, 92 withdrawn and 138 are pending trial.

The traffic investigation staff dealt with 104
such cases as against 123 in 1936 of which 73
cases ended in conviction, 6 in aequittal, 10
were withdrawn, and 15 are pending trial.

43. Hackney Carriages.—The figures for the
last three years are as follows :—

_— 1935. 1936. 1937.

Numb?ir of rickshaws regis- 3,400 3,493 4,011
tered.
Number of carriages regis- 1,623 1,503 1,464

tered.

Number of drivers' licences 1,843 1,560 1,392
issued.

Number of pullers’ licences 4,686 4,937 5,061
issued.

44, Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.—Collection
of tax has increased during the year from
Rs. 8,359,456 to Rs. 9,81,738, the increase being
mainly due to the increase in lorry traffic.

During the year 143,847 vehicles were
checked inclusive of those checked more than
onceand 179 prosecutions instituted. General
surprise checks were held once every quarter
and only 12 cases were detected for non-
payment of tax and the amount due realized.

Eight cases of evasion of higher tax amount-
ing to Rs. 463 were detected by the City
checking staff. Notices were served on 91
foreign cars entering the City for short periods
and tax amounting to Rs. 5,020 collected. Short
term licences for visiting motorists were intro-
duced during the year and'the system is found
to work satisfactorily and has resulted in the
reduction of the issue of notices to foreign
motorists from 227 to 91.

Action under Section 9 of the Motor
Vehicles Taxation Act was taken against one
lorry for non-payment of tax and the amounts
realized.

As a number of lorries carrying goods from
Indian States were found to evade payment of
tax, Government have since withdrawn the
period of grace hitherto allowed to them and
it is hoped that evasion of tax by such vehicles
will completely disappear.

45. Licences—

Arms Act,

1936. 1937,

Licence to import arms and mili- 44 52
tary stores (Form II).
Licence to import arms and mili-
tary stores by land (Form ITI).
Licence to export arms and mili- 12 20
tary stores by sea (Form IV).

.Licence to exgort arms and mili- e
tary stores by land or river to
Indian States and foreign terri-
tories (Form VI).

Licence to transport arms, ammu- 191 195
nition or military stores (Form
VII).

Licence to manufacture, sell and e e
possess arms (Form IX).
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Arms Act—cont, -

Licence to keep and sell arms and
sulphur (Form X).

Licence for safe custody of arms,
ammunition, ete. (Form XIIT).

Licence to possess ammunition or
military stores (Form XIV),

Lice]x:]‘cre to possess fire-arms (Form

). .

Licence to possess arms and am-
munition for personal use, includ-
ing renewals during the year
(Form XVI).

Temporary licence for possession
of arms and going armed during
the period occu¥ied in journey
from the port of arrival (Form
XVII).

Licence tﬁfo armed on a journey
(Form }.

Sales of arms and ammaunitions ...

Explosives Act,

Licence to import explosives
(Form I). :

General licence to transport explo-
sives (Form IT).

Licence to manufacture, possess

and sell explosives (Form A).

Licence to possess and sell explo-
sives (Form B).

Licence to possess gunpowder, ete.
(Form C).

Licence to possess gunpowder for
lﬁona fide blasting purposes (Form

D )

Licence to possess explosives gene-
rally (Form F).

Licence to possess explosives other
than fulminates and to sell explo-
sives from a magazine (Form J).

Petroleum Act,

Licence to possess carbide of
calcium (Form B).

General licence to transport carbide
of caleium (Form C).

Special licence to transport carbide
of calcium (Form D).

Licence {o possess and transport
petrol for owners of motor
vehicles (Form F).

" Licence to store dangerous

etroleum (not more than 60 gal-
ﬁ)ns) (Form I),

Licence to import dangerous
petroleum (not more than 60
gallons) (Form H).

Poisons Act.

Licence to possess and sell poi-
sons.

City Police Act,

Licence for hotels, eating, coffee
and boarding houses, etc.

Licence for toddy, liquor, ganja
and opium shops, ete.

General licence for music and re-
ligious institutions.

Occasional licence to sell foreign
liquors.

Licence for gymnasium ... wee
Licence for place of public resort.
Other music licences o vor
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1936. 1937.

14 16
4 4
12 12
30 32

1,800 1,883
3 6
3 1

7692 17,046
94 7
84 76
12 12
273 282
3 3
1 1
8 8
10 9
2 2
45 2
e 6
.
H 6.

1470 1,431
152 149
174 172
% 61
5 "e
72 79

3,067 3,123
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Cinematograph Aect.

) e 1936, 1937.
Number. of licences issued to cine- =~ 19 19
. matograph theatres. i
Number of ceriificates issued in 63 01

. respect of cinematograph films,

Motor Vehicles Act,

Number of motor vehicles 1,517 1,716
. registered. o
Number of duplicate certificates 136 147
of registration gmnted .
Number of drivers’ licences issued. 10,810 11,968
fumber of buses and lorries licen- 492 504
sed to ply for hire. ‘
Number of endorsements granted 1,895 1,032
to drivers of motor buses and ’
lorries. )
Number of endorsements granted 2,054 1,055
to conductors.
Number of temporary permits 927 550
issued to bus owners.

Number of taxicabs registered ... 89 101
Numbeé‘ of taxi-drivers’ licences 162 168
issme

4G, Cinematograph Act.—19 licences were
jssued during the year 1937 for cinema
theatres including 1 temporary licence, and
2 for touring cinemas—The National Health
Association of South India, Ltd., and the
Corporation of Madras. All the cinema
theatres were inspected during the year
and the rules under the Act were strictly
enforced. The rules governing the places of
public resort were revised during the year and
the Cinema theatres were directed to comply
with the new rules.

99 films were inspected by the Board
as against 63 in the previouns year and, 91
certificates were issued. Regular quarterly
meetings were held by the Board.

47, General.—The improvement last year in
general control of all kinds of traffie, in the
maintenance of public service vehicles, in the
turnout and discipline of the men and their
performance on traffic points has been
maintained during the year.

One police . constable was dismissed for
extorting money from rickshaw pullers, |

The congestion caused by handcarts and the
large increase in lorry traffic in Georgetown
has now reached a stage when a comprehensive
scheme for one way traffic should be drawn
up and put into effect. This will involve
considerable expense to the Corporation for
sign posting the numerous streets, and I would
suggest that a committee representative of the
merchants concerned and the Electrical
Engincer to the Corporation be formed to
examine the problem and put forward sugges-
tions.

PART IV.
MISCELLANEOUS,

48, Fire Brigade,—There were 41 cases of
accidental fire involving loss of property to the
extent of Rsl 40,870. The reorganization
report of Captain Westbrook, 0.B.E., has been
pending with the Corporation since 13th
December 1935, !

The Fire Brigade continued - to” work ' as
efficiently as can be expected, though _.thei
engines and apparatus are out of date. During
the month of May the Fire Brigade had very-
heavy duties to perform with incendiary fires
occurring almost daily during that month on-
account of the communal troubles in Vyasar-
padi. The Brigade did very good work in.
two big fires in Bundar Street and Broadway
in July.

49, Stray children.—271 stray children were
Festored to their parents or gnardians and 1,035.
injured and helpless persons were 1'emoved‘
to hospitals and other institutions.

. 50. Inquest.—271 inquests were held against
251 in the previous year. There was no need
to prosecute’ any individual  for culpable
negligence contributing to accidental death
from drowning.

51. Mentally deranged persons,—243 men-
tally defective persons were sent to the
Mental Hospiial against 242 in 1936.

52. General,—Every effort was made to
improve still further the co-operation of the.
various branches of the City Police—the Law
and Order, the Crime and the Traffic Depart--
ments,

The year was eventful and the police had a
very hard and trying time on account of the
following :—

General Elections.—The General Elections
to the Madras Legislatures were held in Feb-:
ruary 1937. Great keennessand enthusiasm was
displayed by the rival parties and involved:
heavy work for the police. Careful prepara-:
tions were made well beforehand and a:
number of rowdies engaged by the contesting:
parties were spotted out and bound over under.
Section 106, Criminal Procedure Code. Can-:
vassing was very active for some time before:
the Elections and constantpolice bandobast was
necessary. The strict impartiality with which:
the police carried out their duties in this
election earned general appreciation.

Toddy tappers strike.—In March 1937 the
toddy tappers in the City numbering about:
4,000 struck work, as the contractors

employing them refused to pay the increased”

wages demanded. The strikers were led by -
socialist leaders who wilfully aggravated the.
situation. The contractors refused to yield
and engaged outside labour which led to a good. -
deal of hooliganism in the way of assaults,

cutting of spathes, looting and incendiarism.
The leaders were arrested and bound over and
orders under Section 144, Criminal Procedure
Code, had to be promulgated. The strike
gradually fizzled out by the end of Apml
1937.

Other labour strikes.—The follomng
labour strikes occurred during the year ; .but
they were well controlled :—

. Tramway Workers' Strike,

. Public Works’ Department Work-
shop Strike, )

Aluminium Factory Strike, .

-Good Pastor Press Strike, '

South Indian Export Company
Strike, '

Madras Barbers’ Strike, and

7. Carnatic Mill Strike.
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Muharram.—In March 1937 Muharram
passed off peacefully in the City except in
Royapuram, where a clash occurred between
the Hindus and Muhammadans, on the
important seventh day. This collision which
might well have developed seriously -was
averted by prompt and firm action.

Collapse of the building housing the Govern.-
ment School of Technology.—In July & large
block of class rooms in the Government
School of Technology collapsed. Five persons
were buried alive in the debris. The Armed
Reserve and the Division Police worked for
15 hours on end without rest and succeeded
in extricating one man alive after nine hours
digging, though later he succenmbed to his
injuries. All the other four individuals were
dead when extricated.

Communal Disturbances,—There  +was
gerious and prolonged communal trouble
between Hindus and Muslims in Vyasarpadi
limits which lasted from April to October.

Vyasarpadi station area is mostly populated
Dby the labouring classes of both Hindu and
Muslim communities. Thousands of lahourers
of the Buckhingham and Carpatic and Choolai
Mills and of the Perambur Railway Workshops
who are mostly Hindus, and beedi-makers of
the various beedi factories and butchers of the
slaughter-house who are mostly Muslims,
work and reside in the limits of this station.
The Arya Samaj opened two branches in the
area and engaged in much propaganda.

The trouble commenced in Strahan’s Road
on the night of 27th April 1937 during the
Hindu Brahmotsavam festival (ninth night) of
the Anjaneya temple. It started over atrivial
incident in which a Hindu “ horse dancer”
chanced to tread on the foot of a Muham-
madan boy in the crowd. Two separate and
hostile groups consisting respectively of about

2,000 Hindus and 500 Muhammadans imme-

diately formed and began to attack each other
+with soda water bottles, stones and brick-bats.
Several shops were looted by the mob. The
Inspector, the sub-inspector and the few
available men rushed to the scene and dealt
with the situation with courage. A large
posse of the Armed Reserve under the Com-
missioner of Police was quickly on the scene
and succeeded in dispersing the rioters. The
locality was patrolled for the night and peace
seemed restored.

The next day (28th April 1937) being the
last day of the festival, strong police bando-
bast was arranged. A serious clash was nar-
rowly averted when a procession approached
the Pensioners’ Line Mosque. It +was
necessary to order the procession to return by
its original route and three large bodies of
rioters were dispersed by force.

The disturbances on these two consecutive
nights seriously affected the tranquillity of
the whole area. From 29th April 1937 shops,
schools and cinemas were closed and business
came to a standstill ; considerable tension and
confusion prevailed and streets were almost
deserted, as both communities resorted to
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guerilla tactics, The police had a hard task
in combating them and preventing the spread
of the communal troubles to other parts of the
City. The whole area was heavily patrolled
and picketed for the next three and a half
months. Numerous incendiary fires were
started by members of both communities and
for the first month the fire brigade was kept
very busy.

The extent of the trouble can be judged
{rom the following statement, showing the
total number of connected offences committed
during the period :—

(i) Murders .. .. 5 (including one

on 'I'riph-
cane Beach).
(ii) Rioting of all kinds ... 20
(1ii) Attempted murders e 2
(iv) Stabbing cases ... 47
(v) Acts of disorderly and 314
riotous conduect.
(vi) Mischief makers and row- 156
dies bound over under
Section 106, Criminal
Procedure Code.
(vii) Incendiarism ... e 64 (hu(t]s destroy-
ed).

(viii) Cases of stone throwing, 50
ete.

All thigsinvolved very heavy strain on the
force which had to work for very long hours
with little rest.

Floods.—In the month of November, due
to heavy rains low-lying areas of the City in
Vyasarpady, Washermanpet and Tondiarpet
station limits were badly- flooded. Large
numbers were temporarily rendered homeless
and the police did much good work in
rescuing people who were cut off by floods.

Visit of Their Excellencies the Military and
Naval Commanders-in-Chief.-—His Excellency
the Commander-in-Chief of the Army in India
visited the City in August and His Excellency
the Naval Commander-in-Chief arrived in
December. In the case of the latter, there
was a State Drive,

National Eucharistic Congress.—The National
Eucharistic Congress and Exhibition of the
Far East was held in the City during the last
week of December and synchronized with the
“park Fair” and various other annual con-
ferences, all of which usually attract large
crowds from the mufassal during the Christ-
mas holidays. Thousands of Catholics from
all parts of India, Burma, Cevlon, Malaya
and other countries assembled in  Madras,
Numerous functions were held in different
parts of the City on all days of the Congress.
The Congress closed with a huge procession
which began at the High Court and ended at
the Island Ground. About a lakh of persons
took part in the proceedings of the Congress.
The resources of the City Police were strained
to the utmost and their work received the
personal thanks of the Papal Legate,

J. ELLIOTT,
Commissioner of Police.

MADRAS,
11th March 1938.

e ————————
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APPENDIX C.

REMARKS OF THE DISTRICT MAGISTRATES ON THE POLICE ADMINISTRATION
REPORTS OF THE SEVERAL DISTRICTS OF THE MADRAS
PROVINCE FOR 1937.

Vizagapatam,

The police of the district behaved admirably
during the very difficult time at the beginning
of the year when a strike on the Bengal-
Nagpur Railway terminated only a few days
before the commencement of the elections.

2. Both the strike and the elections were
dealt with most efficiently for which the
District Superintendent of Police and all ranks
deserve great credit.

3. The Naval Authorities expressed to me
their keen appreciation of the arrangemen.ts
made, and the co-operation especially in
signalling, extended by the police during their
visit.

4. The administration throughout the year
has been most satisfactory.

8th Feb. 1938. G. H. COOKE.

Supplementary remarks, dated 16th March
1938, by G. H. Cooke, Esq., M.C., 1.C.S.,
District Magistrate, Vizagapatam.

Village Vigilance Committees.—356 Com-
mittees with 2,180 members were formed in
1936 and 249 Committees with 1,410 members
were formed in 1937. Only 6 Committees
have been dissolved during the year. The
Committees assisted the police on many occa-
sions and they have been working satisfactorily
and have done useful work.

East Godavari.

The elections which were keenly contested
by the Congress and the People’s Party in this
district went off very well owing to the careful
bandobast arrangements made in this distriet.
The year has otherwise been on the whole
uneventful. There has been a further
decrease in grave crime and a great deal of
attention has been paid to overhauling Village
Vigilance Committees which are on the whole
working satisfactorily. The report is the
record of another year’s good work in this
district.

8th Feb., 1938. V. N. KUDVA.

West Godavari,

The district police administration has been
satisfactory.

2. The Armed Reserve . continues to be
efficient.

9

3. The district police gave a good account of
~ themselves during the elections to the Pro-
vincial Legislature held in February 1937 as
reported already in my remarks on the
administration report for 1936.

4, AS regards trespass on Railway lines,
the remarks made by me last year still hold
good.

5. The Village Vigilance Committees have
been working satisfactorily on the whole and
have been of some use.

6. As mentioned in the report, the quality
of investigation work has to Dbe improved
considerably. There is need for greater care
in' conducting and recording the results of
investigations. This can be secured only by
constant control and guidance by the District
Superintendent of Police and Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police and by awarding exemplary
punishments to Inspectors and station-house
officers for carelessness or superficiality in
this most important work.

3rd Mar. 1938, S. VENKATESWARAN.

Kistna,

The police administration in the district has
been satisfactory. The slight increase in crime
in 1937 does not call for any special remarks,
The use of Security Sections has had a salutary
effect in reducing the number of murders due
to factions.

2. The rules framed under the Motor
Vehicles Act are strictly followed and there is
a distinet improvement in the condition of
buses on the road.

3. The working of the Village Vigilance
Committees in the district is generally satis-
factory.

4. The behaviour of the Armed Reserve is
good.

5. I have no remarks to offer on medico-
legal work and trespass on railway lines.

6. The District Superintendent of Police has
heen working in close co-operation with me
and the relations between the police and the
magistracy have been uniformly cordial.

25th Feb. 1938.
T. BHASKARA RAO NAYUDU..

Guntur, .

I have been in this district just three months
and therefore I have not had much opportu-
nity to study the work of the police in this
district. But from my short experience
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1 may safely say that the administration has
been carried on without much hitech and
gsmoothly. )

9. T am not prepared to say that the detec-
tion of crime can be said to be satisfactory.
The recovery of property lost in cases also
calls for considerable improvement. My per-
gonal feeling is that the gtandard of efficiency
in the lower ranks is considerably low com-
pared with several other districts, and till that
improves much improvement in the intelligent
Jdetection of crimes cannot be expected.

3. Traffic regulation in the town also must
improve. I am told, of late, there has been
gome improvement. But there is yet a lot to
be achieved.

4. The relationship between the police and
the magistracy has been cordial.

5. T have had no occasion to inspect the

Reserve force of the distriet, so I have mno
opinion to offer.

6. Preventive work under Security Sections
and the prosecution work in Courts should
improve considerably. This is the impression
I have formed by reading the judgments in
cases.

and Feb. 1938. K. C. MANAVEDAN RAJA.

Supplementary remarks, dated 14th March
1938, by Sri Ran Bahadur
K. C. Manavedan Raja.

Village Vigilance Committees—1 have no
remarks to offer on the working of the Village
Vigilance Committees in this district for 1937

as 1 have been in the district during the year
for only three months.

et

Remarks, dated 13th May 1937, by Sri
Rao Bahadur 3L V. Vellodi.

The outstanding event during my tenure of
office as District Magistrate in Guntur, in
which the capacity of the officers and men of
the police department was tested, +was the
general elections that took place in February.
Just a few days before the elections I had an
accasion to meet all the officers and men and
1 spoke tothem of the extreme desirability of
Jkeeping cool during the elections in spite of
provocation from the various contending
parties. 1 have heard nothing but praise of
the excellence of the arrangements made for
the proper 1andobast of the polling booths and
of the good cheer that prevailed through the
rank and file of the police during the election
days. Trouble was, as a matter of fact,
“expected in a-few places and although all
necessary measures had been thought and
carried out by the District Superintendent of
Police there was.not one single untoward
incident during the election week. I think
this redounds to the credit of the entire police
staff in the district.

9. Just a few months before this there was
a terrific cyclone in the district and it was

apprehended that in Bapatla and Chirala shops
and houses would be looted. The District
Superintendent of Police sent two detach-
ments of the Reserve, one to Chirala and
another to Bapatla, who maintained order and

restored security in the minds of the public in -

those places.

3. The general ordinary work of the police
is also being carried on satisfactorily.

4. The Reserve might be drilied better.

Remanrks, dated 12th October 1937,
by J. R. Bett, Esq., I.C.S.

I was again fortunate in ‘my second tenure
of office in Guntur in that there was no need
for the police to show their mettle. My
impression was that their relations with the
public and general standard of efficiency were
good. I always find Mr. Abdur Rahman and
his officers very helpful and willing to co-
operate. The Reserve did useful work during
the cholera epidemic.

Nellore,

Titles and Honours.—One head constable
and five constables were awarded the Corona-
tion Medal during the year under report.

9. The District Armed Reserve and The
Presidency General Reserve—These continued
to be quite smart and efficient. Charge-Serge-

ant Atkinson has been exercising very good

control over his men.

3. Orime——There is an appreciable fall in
the number of cases booked under the I.P.C..

I would aseribe this to the following two
causes :—

(i) Increased vigilance of the police in

preventing crime as well as in detecting it, and
(ii) Better agricultural seasons.

Still better results can be achieved in future
if all magistrates avoid throwing out cases on
irrelevant grounds. ‘

Sri Rao Sahib Devasahayam who has been
here since 30th March 1937, deserves credit for
the strict supervision he has been exercising
over his subordinates. Sri A. V. Patro, Assis-
tant District Superintendent of Police, who
was in Nellore Subdivision for about nine
months altogether gave very useful instrue-
tions to his men as regirds prevention of
crime.

Sri Devasahayam never does anything in
the matter of communal and agrarian troubles
without previously consulting me and this
practice has proved quite nseful till now.

There has been an extraordinary increase
in the number of cases under the Motor Vehi-
cles Act and there is some dissatisfaction
amongst bus owners for the booking of cases
for slight faults which may not always be
possible to avoid. Right attempts were made
to book cars which plied for hire without
taking out the required licences. '

4. Village Vigilance Commitiees—Increase
in the number of these is a very wholesome
feature of the administration during the year
under report.

5. With reference to G.0. No. 293, Mis,
dated 29th March 1926, strict instructions were
jssued by me to all magistrates to award
deterrent punishments in cases of trespass on
railway lines.

11th Fed. 1938. M. HUMAYUN SAHIB.

Kurnool,

There are no changes in the constitution
of the courts during the year.

9. I had some opportunities of watching the
turn out of the Reserve. 1 was pleased with

the smart appearance and fine performance of -

the Reserve both at the Coronation parade and
King’s birthday parade. The parade ground
presents a very neat and trim appearance and
is . steadily . improving. Improved amenities
have also been provided for bus stands and
police stands generally and a high standard
has been maintained in the regulation of motor
traffic. These are largely due to the earnest
efforts of Mr. Chadwick, District Superin-
tendent of Police, Kurnool..

3. The report is a record of good progress
in many directions. There was a marked
decrease in grave crime except murder. It is
satisfactory to note that there was no case of
dacoity during the year under report. The
increase in the commission of murder is due
1o the factious party spirit prevailing in many
villages. The one case of & murders, viz.,
Thollamadigu murder case of ‘Koilkuntla
taliik,-was also the outcome of factious feel-
ings. ‘The total volume of crime for the year
1937 is below that of the previous year.
The - police and the  District Intelligence
Bureau and the Village Vigilance Committees
have all co-operated in - bringing about thig

decrease. - ‘ , .
" 4..The ' percentage 'of detection continued
high, ~ The; Village Vigilance Committees
rendered ' material help to.the police in the
detection of crimes. S :

5. The Siddhapuram Settlement continued
to. work satisfactorily. o o
. 6. The police bandobast at the Muharram,
Sivaratri, Dasara and Devara festivals was very
efficient "and the festivals went off without
any trouble.

7. The district was free from political
trouble.

8. The relations between the police and
the magistracy continued to be generally
cordial. The co-operation between the police
and the village officers was also satisfactory.

9. The decrease in the volume of crime in
the year 1937 is largely attributable to the
constructive work of the police such as keep-
ing Criminal Tribe members under proper
control, enforcement of Security Sections
against habitual ecriminals, declaration of
Mondi-Vagulas in Koilkuntla and Sirvel taluks
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ag Criminal Tribes under sections 3 and 10 of
the Criminal Tribes Act and breaking up the
mixed organized gang, whose operations ex-
tended to Cuddapah and Kurnool districts.

10. No special instructions were issued dur-
ing the year regarding throwing stones at
traing or mischief to the railway line.

16¢h Feb. 1938, V. N. VISWANATHA RAO.

Bellary.
I.was in the district a little over two months
during the year covered by the report.
My impression has been that the work is on
the whole satisfactory. .

3rd Mar. 1938. E. C. WOOD.

Supplementary remarks, dated 16th March
1938, by E. C. Woud, Esq., 1.C.S.

Village Vigilance Committees.—The Com-
mittees have occasionally been very useful.-

Anantapur,

The present District Superintendent of
Police took charge of the district shortly after
my coming here and I have had opportunities
of studying the police administration fairly

.minutely since then. The morale of the

police force has been brought up_to the mark
and’ the working of crime is satisfactory. A
noteworthy and satisfactory feature is the fair

‘number of recommendations sent in to the

‘District Magistrate by the District Superin-
tendent of Police for removal of restrictions of
the Criminal Tribes Act from members already
registered under the Aet to give them a fair
chance of running straight and I am sure this
will bave its own effect in due course.

2. I fully endorse the .appreciation of the
District Superintendent of Police in regard to
the work of the Circle Inspectors of Police

concerned—mentioned in paragraph 26 of his

report. . _ ,
3. The Armed Reserve is quite smart and
up to the mark, :

‘17th Feb. 1938, J. HUSSAIN KHAN SAHIB.

Supplementary remarks, dated 28th March
1938, by Khan Bahadur J. Hussain Khan
Sahib Bahadur.

Village Vigilance Commitices—The work-
ing of the Village Vigilance Committees or
guch as exist, seems to be fair and will im-
prove with time.

Cuddapah,

The year is notable for a marked fall in
crime. The figures for faction fights and
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murders, however, show no improvement.
The effect of the increase in security cases and
of the greater use of Section 106, Criminal
Procedure Code, in party riots and crimes of
‘violence will only be felt in the succeeding
year.

9. The sensational Kondapuram case which
ended in the conviction of some of the accused
called forth considerable effort from C.1.D.
and the assisting district staff.

3. In spite of the help of Qircle Inspectors
who conducted a large number of cases, the
prosecuting staff i unable, T think, to cope
withall the more jmportant work in the
district. )

4. The administration of the Motor Vehicles
Act continued to present difficulties on account
of the attitude of the District Board President,
who time and again tried to take advantage of
the Motor Vehicles Rules and of the Local
Boards Act to create or fill up vacancies on bus
routes, for owners of his choice.

5. The turn out of the Reserve on parades
was good. They displayed some histrionic
talent also, when they put up 2 succe»ssf.ul
play in aid of the King George V Memorial
Fand.

6. The administration during the year was
on the whole efficient.

8th Feb. 1938. V.S. HEJMADIL.

Supplementary remarks, dated 26th February
’ 1938, 4y V. 8. Hejmadi, Esq., I.C.S.
Village Vigilance Committees.—1 endorse
-the District Superintendent of Police’s remarks
.regarding Village Vigilance Committges.
-They are giving useful assistance to the Police.
No instance has yet been brought to my notice
_of any member misusing his position in faction
quarrels.

Chittoor,

1 endorse the remarks of my predecessor.

9. Trespass on the railway lines continues
to be common ; the number of persons killed
however has fallen from 9 to 5.

Fines were adequate, averaging for the
district a little more than onerupee per person
convicted and in the Tirattani Sub-Magistrate's
Court nearly Re. 1-8-0. It is evident that
neither the risk of a fine nor personal danger
deters people from using the railway lines as
a short cut.

3. The working of the Vigilance Com-
mittees was on the whole satisfactory.

" gth Feb. 1938. A, D. CROMBIE.

Remarks, dated 12th October 1937, by
7. Bhaskara Rao, Esq., I.C.S.
The police administration during the period

I have been here has been, on the, whole,
satisfactory. A special feature of police work

in this district is the formation of Yenadi
Colonies with a view to free them from the
influence of the local tyrants who are exploit-
ing them for their own ends and make them
live in corporate bodies and demand amenities
for their reclamation. About 100 colonies
have been formed in the district and about
11,000 yenadies, including ‘omen and
children, are living in such colonies.

The District Superintendent of Police and his
gubordinates have been evincing keen interest
in this work which, I consider, deserves
encouragement.

9. The traffic control and the condition of
buses on the road have much improved.

3. The working of the Vigilance Committees
and the C.T.M. Panchayat has generally been
satisfactory.

4. The material of the Regerve is rather poor
and steps are being taken to recruit better
men. The behaviour of the Armed Reserve
has been good.

5. The District Superintendent of Police
worked throughout in close co-operation with
me and the relation between the police and
magistracy bas been cordial.

Chingleput.

Under crime the number of murders was
gtill high, at 17. But it was gatisfactory that
convictions were obtained in five cases. As
the value of property lost by housebreaking,
‘having dropped last year from Rs. 60 in 1935
to Rs. 29 in 1936, is back toRs. 67 in 1937, my
_supposition last year that the fall might be due
to juvenile crime was evidently wrong, as
juvenile crime shows no signs of abating, The
thefts of electric wire of transmission lines
under construction were very troublesome
.and there are already indications in 1938 that
similar trouble is expected in the Conjeeveram
taluk where the Mettur line is being erected.
However, much good work was done in the
last year with gangs, and as this copper theft
is probably due to an organized gang, it too
may be ended with a lucky detection of a ring
leader or * fence ”.

9. The District Superintendent of Police
has not very much to say about the work of
Vigilance Committees on the whole. The
gsame number of members {29) were rewarded
asin last year.

3. A good deal of trouble was taken to try
and get the lorry traffic under the same good
control that exists with regard to Dbuses.
This is greatly hampered by the fact that so
many of the lorries run at night on the main
roads. It is hoped that the fall in the number
of accidents towards the close of the year
indicates that the lorry driversrealize that they
no longer enjoy a freedom of the road. Steps
were taken to get the District Board to issue a
different kind of licence to all lorries, instead
of a licence with many clauses only applicable
to motor buses.

4. The question of speed limits in towns
and big villages on main roads, which must be

observed by all motor vehicles, is one that has
still to be tackled. A beginning has been
made by the removal of 6 M.P.H. and 10
MLP.H. limits which were merely treated with
derision. When the new limits are put up,
motorists will have no excuse for thinking
that they are merely a continuation of the old
gystem.

5. T have no remarks to make about medico-
legal work or about trespass on railway lines.

21s¢ Feb. 1938. E. M. GAWNE.

_"North Areot,

The police force in this district continued to
maintain its level of smooth efficiency. The
majority of the Village Vigilance Committees
worked well. The relations between the
magistracy and the police, and between the
police and the public, eontinued to be cordial.
The District Superintendent of Police took
care to have a thorough first-hand knowledge
of a1l matters of importance which called for
his attention during .the year, and his advice
was of real assistance to me,

Feb. 1938. S. A, VENKATARAMAN.

Salem,

The police administration report is a record
of a good year's work. The outstanding
feature of the year was the introduction of
Prohibition on the lst October. This has
imposed heavy additional work on all ranks of
the police. The force has stood the strain
well and has learnt the technique of dealing
with Prohibition crime with commendable
rapidity. Though much attention has neces-
sarily had to be paid to Prohibition crime, no
noticeable deterioration in ordinary police
work has been observed. The large amount
of patrolling and investigating connected with
Prohibition has resulted in increased village
visiting by the police, which has had a good
effect. :

9. A satisfactory feature is the marked fall
in c¢rime under the Indian Penal Code. This
may be attributed in part to the introduction
of Prohibition. The marked fall in the
number of murder cases is particularly
noticeable.

3. The relations of the police with the
public. were good. There were no riots or
other disturbances of importance during the
year.

4. T was in charge of the district only for
7 weeks during the year. My predecessor has
noted as follows :—

“] may express my general impression
that the police administration of Salem under
Ar. Bishop in 1937 was found by me to be
guite gatisfactory.”

15th Feb, 1938. A. F. W, DIXON,

10-a"
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- Supplementary remarks, dated Tth March
1938, by 4. F. W. Dizon, Esg., M.4., I.C.S.

Village Vigilance Conunittees—Quality
appears to have been sacrificed to quantity in
forming these Committees. Some of the
Committees have given assistance but others
are performing no wuseful function. The
District Superintendent of Police has arranged
for all Committees to be. examined and
reorganized where necessary.

Coimbatore,

The morale and discipline of the police force
—TReserve and district—was'excellent through-
out the year. Much credit is due to all ranks
for . the efficient performance of extra duties
connected with the General Elections for the
Madras Legislative Council and Assembly in
February 1937, His Excellency the Governor’s
visit to the district in October 1937 and the
mill strikes from September till the end of the
year. The mill strikes imposed a heavy
strain on the district police stationed round
Coimbatore town and demanded long hours of
duty and much tact and patience in dealing
with the situation. It is very creditable to the’
police that no serious breach of the peace
occurred when there were about twelve
thousand strikers with nothing to do.

9. It looks as though strikes were becoming
a feature of mill life round Coimbatore. They
began in September, were particularly bad
between the middle of October and the end of
November and ended in December, but unrest
continued. There was one stay-in-strike.
The situation is being exploited by people of
no position or status, seeking to make an
income out of discontent and unrest.

3. The administration report draws atten-
tion to the fact that the number of capital
crimes tried in the Coimbatore Sessions
division has risen in the last forty years. A
graphical representation of the figures clearly
brings out this fact. The increase in my
opinion, is largely due to the result of indus-
trialization and an improvement in reporting
these offences. Population too has rapidly
increased, and if this factor is considered the
rise in crimes of this kind 1s proportionate to
the increase in population, Unfortunately
life is regarded as very cheap.

4. Preventive action was taken whenever it
was necessary to do so. .

5. Village Vigilance Committees are becom-
ing helpful in the detection of crime
generally.

6. Motor Vehicles and Tazxation Acts.—
There is a marked improvement in the control
of motor traffic and in the revenue under the
Taxation Act. District Boards seem to have
no definite policy regarding the plying of
public conveyances on the roads. Though it
was agreed not to make changes in the number
of buses plying for hire for six months, the
agreement was revised more than once in that
period. i

1. Medico-legal work.~No remarks.
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8. .Trespass on the railway line—In spite
of advice from the police and magistracy and
prosecutions, the public treat the railway line
as a highway in country parts, but there were
fower accidents in 1937 than in 1936.

16th Feb. 1938. A. C. WOODHOUSE.

The Nilgiris,

The efficiency of the force has been well
maintained during the year.

10th Feb. 1938. P. MACQUEEN.

PRS-

Supplementary remarks, dated 12th March
1938, by P. Macqueen, Esq., I.C.S.

Village Vigilance Committees.—There are
94 Village Vigilance Committees working in
this districte Only in one instancea member of
the Committee misused his position and he
was removed from office. In four instances,
the members have given useful information te
the police in the detection of crime.

9 The Village Vigilance Committees are
working satisfactorily in this district.

Malabar.

Paragraph 18—2Murder—1 have not got
the 1030 figures showing details, but the
present figure of murder “for gain” is less
than a fifth of the total nmow shown. The
average murder case is a case of sudden
anger with fatal results.

9, Paragraph 93— Housebreaking—It is

satisfactory to find such a marked fall in
housebreaking cases.,
- 3. Paragraph 36—Securily for good beha-
viour-—The District Superintendent of
Police’s remarks in his last sentence have
already been taken up with the Joint
Magistrate.

4. Paragraph 45— Village Vigilance Com-
mtttees—Ny Subdivisional Magistrate’s
reports on the working of the Village Vigi-
lance Committees are on the whole favourable.
1 have seen one or two cases in South
Aalabar, of a rather unwise choice of
members, but generally speaking I think they
are working reasonably, if not strikingly,
well.

5. Paragraph 46—General.—1 agree with
the District Superintendent of Police’s con-
cluding remarks. Another * Nuisance ” is the
attempt of some persons to conduct enquiries
independently of the police, and even to go
to parties and witnesses, in cases where the
police investigation is over, to see if they are
satisfied with the work of the police.

20th Feb. 1938. A. R. MACEWEN.

Malabar Special Police.

The Force has maintained its high
standard of efficiency during the year, and
the recent report of the Inspecting Officer was

decdidedly good. Among the specialists the-

signallers of the Malabar Special Police attain

a standard that it would probably be hard to

beat, anywhere in India.

2. Tt is to be hoped that the new wireless
gets will soon be in permanently satisfactory
working order ; they represent a large invest-
ment of capital. As far ag I can gather, it is
only the adaptability of the staff in impro-
viging repairs that is keeping regular
intercommunication going.

3. I trust that it will be possible to fill the
post of Commandant at an early date.

dth Feb. 1938. A. R. MACEWEN.

South Kanara,

With reference to the remark made by
the District Superintendent regarding the
apathy of village headmen in meeting
the District Superintendent of Police, I have
issued very strict orders to all village magis-
trates. One village magistrate was punished
for this lack of courtesy. 4

9. The increase in the number of grave

crime and of theft is rather disturbing. It
cannot be due to depression alone because in
this respect 1936 was worse than 1937. The
District Superintendent of Police’s report
does not show any convincing reason for this
increase. It is however satisfactory to note
that some of the known depredators have
been bound over under the * Security ” sec-
tions of the Criminal Procedure Code.

3. Except along motorable roads this dis-
trict is difficult to travel. In the Kasaragod

taluk there are very few roads and many of

these are cut by unbridged rivers. Cases of
murder which are easy of detection and which
could be successfully put up in court

have not-infrequently to be treated as un--
detectable becanse by the time the police:

officer reaches the spot the dead body would
have been in such a high state of decomposi-
tion that  medical examination would not
yield materials enough to give a definite
opinion. People thus feel that they could
successfully extricate themselves after the
perpetration of grave crimes. Expansion of
communications would tend to remove such
an attitude. The District Board and the
local bodies in the district are trying their
best to establish better communications but
the pace is slow. )

4. Tt is in districts like this that Village
Vigilance Committees would prove of great
assistance and it is to be hoped that greater
atternpts would be made for the expansion of
this institution and to-make it popular.

5. Courts are handicapped in their trial of
police cases by the absence of the prosecuting
staff. An increase in the number of prose-
cuting sub-inspectors has been recently recom-
mended by me.

6. The public have nothing but praise for-

the calm and cool way in which the weavers’
strike was handled by the District Superinten-
dent of Police and his men last December.
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7. On the few occasions on which I have
$een, the turnout of the Reserve was smart.

11th Feb. 1938. M. V. VELLODI.

Trichinopoly.

_Relations between the magistracy and the
police have been satisfactory. .

9. The Village Vigilance Committees have
functioned successfully and have been of
great assistance in the registration, preven-
tion and detection of crime, :

3. Despite improved registration, the
incidence of crime has decreased. Detection
also has been very satisfactory. Excellent
work has been done in tracing and arresting
wandering gangs of criminals.

4, During the elections the police perform-
ed their onerous duties efficiently and with-
out fuss.

5. The general results redound to the
credit of the District Superintendent of Police
and his subordinates. ’

6th Mar. 1938. J. B. BROWN.

South Arcot.

Paragraph. 26— Work of Inspectors and
sub-inspectors.—The District Superintendent
of Police has anticipated my ecriticism. I
consider the -control of sub-inspectors by
Inspectors to be inadequate.

9. Paragraph 30 (b)—Prosecutive staff.—1
have had occasion to report a number of cases
to the District Superintendent of Police in
which the prosecuting sub-inspectors failed
to attend the courts on the days set apart for
police cases. This caused unnecessary expense
to the State and waste of the time of the
magistrates, besides being gubversive of
discipline. ‘

3. Paragraph 38 (b)—Motor Vehicles
Act.—1 have reason to think that over-
crowding in buses is common. Greater strict-
ness is required in prosecuting the offenders.

4. The work of the sub-inspectors in this

district is still poor. Some of the Circle

Inspectors have lacked vigour and integrity.
5. The only bright feature is the heartiness

with which Mr. Crossley has co-operated with

me. Mr. Subbarayan, his predecessor, was

equally responsive. Mr. Parthasarathy left

immediately after my arrival,

6th Feb. 1933. S. RANGANATHAN.

Supplementary remarks, dated 5th March
1938, of S. Ranganathan, Esg., O.B.E.,
1.C.S.

Village Vigilance Cominittees—The last
sentence of the notes of the District Superin-
tendent of Police is interesting. There is
need for proceeding cautiously in creating
these - Village Vigilance Committees. The
figures of items 3 and 4 are also instructive.

[Appenpix C

Tanjore,

The report is on the whole a record of good
work throughout the year; the morale of the
police force is sound. The District Superin-
tendent of Police is anxious to stamp out
corruption where it exists; complaints from
the public are attended to and carefully in-
vestigated. The decrease in grave crime
especially murder, dacoity and robbery is
satisfactory. I am of opinion that many
preliminary enquires in Sessions cases are not
conducted expeditiously, and I am issuing
instructions to all magistrates in this regard
and requesting the District Superintendent of
Police to issue instructions to the prosecuting
staff. The police officers are taking an interest
in the many Village Vigilance Committees,
and they should prove useful. The turnout
of the Armed Reserve on ceremonial occasions
has been smart and their range firing has been
good.

17¢h Feb. 1938. D. D. WARREN.

Madura North,

Enlistment.—The District Superintendent
of Police is satisfied with the results of his
enlistment scheme. It has obvious dangers,
however, and these should be minimised by
gevere scrutiny of the character of applicants.

9. Health.—The percentage of daily absen-
tees is above last year’s Presidency average of
3'6. I consider it essential that some attention
should be paid to the education in home
hygiene of the wives and older children of all
ranks from head constable down and that all
superior officers (and their wives) should be
encouraged to pay attention to this matter. A
first grade lady Health Officer shonld be
attached to each district. The scheme could
be tried experimentally in a few districts if
provincial finances prevent .itg wider applica-
tion.

3. Grave crimes—Apart from theft, there
jg a decreagse under all heads. The increase
under theft is so large that it has produced an
increase in the total but even then thefts are
fewer than in 1935. It may be due to the
more generous grant of abey.nce to registered
Kallars required to report. The Kallars of a
certain area in South Madura district have
certainly been active in North Madura district.

The very marked decrease in murders may
be due to the severe sentences passed on those
committing hurt with lethal weapons. It
would perhaps give a better conspectus of
crime in each district if such offences-were
included under the head of grave erime. Forty-
five murders are, however, too high for a
population of two million people.

4. Labour.—The physique and morale of
the police were severely tested by a ten days
strike in September, which had begun with -
violence in the premises of a mill in Madura.
Targe crowds in the streets had to be handled
and the liberties of both strikers and non-
strikers had to be protected. The work
involved long hours and much tact and I was
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glad to be able to commend the force after the
strike was over.

Unfortunately when labour agitators find
themselves without other material they cover
their paucity of ideas by vague attacks on the
impartiality of the police. They have appa-
rently not read the labour history of certain
other countries whose police forces have been
unable to protect union workers from direct
action by strike breakers.

5. Detection,~—The increase in detection in
cases of murder is very satisfactory.

6. Security for good behaviour—~I1 do not
know what grounds the District Superin-
tendent of Police has for his remarks in so far
as they apply to other divisions than Madura
City. He has not brought up the matter
except as regards that division. Even in
Madura City the statistics of crime show a
decrease in all branches of crime except. theft
where there is a very small increase.

7. Motor Vehicles Act.—The District Super-
jntendent of Police might, with advantage,
have given last year’s figures for comparison.

8. Railway Trespass Act.—There were no
prosecutions under this Act.

9, Madura City.—The decrease in crime,
except thefts, is most satisfactory.

10. Brothels Act.—The law ag it standg
apparently does not prevent effective action to
be taken against brothels. Prosecutions under
the Act have mostly been for solicitation to
deal with which no satisfactory legislation has
been evolved in any country. The difficulty
has not been so much in the interpretation of
the Act as in deciding what canons of public
decency should beapplied to solicitation which
the Act does not make illegal per se. The
duty of enforcing the Act is a difficult and
unpleasant one but in the four cases which I
tried myself 1 had to reject the evidence of
the prosecution witnesses as being too stereo-
typed and mechanical to be true.

11. General-—Though Mr. Charsley’s report
discloses little that is sensational in the worst
or newspaper sense 1937 provided many tests
for the police of the district. The elections at
the beginning of the -year though one sided
were not devoid of incident. The change of
Government in the middle of the year like all
changes of Government brought its own
uncertainties and-a strike in Madura with
demonstrations and picketting on an extensive
geale brought its own problems. The Police
of Madura North district were, however,
adequate for all situations and emergencies
and both under Mr. Cameron in the early part
of the year and under Mr. Charsley in the
latter part of the year deserved and obtained
the confidence of the public. Itis, T think,
gignificant of this that when a belated and
tendentious question relating to the conduct
of the magistracy and the police during the
strike in September 1937 was put the mover
of the question was a gentleman representing
a constituency in a district at some distance
from Madura.

192. The improvement in detection in Madura
town dtiring the latter part of the yearis very
creditable.

13. I consider that in two respects the
establishment of this district is inadequate for
the work it has to perform.  Political and
semi-political processions of 10,000 of pilgrims
in the town of Madura even if no breach of
the peace is expected “and large crowds of
pilgrims are difficult to. “handle without
mounted police and I consider that it is very
desirable that a. contingent of mounted police:
should be included in the District police force.
In the second place the Government in.last
year’s administration report commented on the
number of  fatal accidents due to motor
vehicles. For the proper control of motor
vehicles, mobile police on motor bicycles or.in
cars are necessary. '

10t Feb. 1938, A. R. C. WESTLAKE.

Madura South,

The marked decrease in crimes against
property ‘is satisfactory. What is not satis-
factory is the relaxation of control by the
Kallar Panchayats who allowed criminals to
operate freely in the adjoining district of
North Madura.

The decrease in the number of murders is
negligible and the number is high for a popn-
lation of 800,000. This is not, however, the-
fault of the police but must be attributed to
the absence of effective moral and spiritual
leadership in many villages and the murder
rate should decrease as edncation in its widest
sense penetrates more deeply. Some of the

murders were committed by persons who--

were on the border of, if they had not passed,.
the realm of insanity,

9. On the whole the peace of the district
has been well maintained. It is satis-
factory that there was no recrudescence of
the friction between caste Hindus and Adi-
Dravidas. I think that the District Superin-
tendent: of Police is going a little too far when
he says that there was no serious rioting, the
Kallar-Nadar rioting in Mallapuram Kallupatti
which resulted in the death of a Nadar being
serious.

" 3. The increase in the number of accidents.
to motor vehicles and in the number of those
attended with loss of life is not satisfactory.

4. General.—I think that the decrease in
crime and the improvement in the peace of thig
district indicate that the efficiency and discip-
line of the police force, which was commented
on in an unfavourable sense in the District
Magistrate’s remarks on the 1936 report, have
improved. These results have been achieved
in spite of reducing the control of registered
Kallars to a minimum. That this minimum
is too exiguous might be argued from the out-
break of crime in Madura North district
attributable to Kallars in Madura South
district,

5. There is no doubt that a considerable
proportion of the criminals in this police
district are only too ready to use violence
both against their victims and the police..

Instances have however occurred in which
station-house officers have been incurious as
to - injuries appearing on the persons of
prisoners and have not investigated into the
cause of such injuries, The officers at fault
have been punished and I trust that a high
standard of discipline in this respect will be
maintained in future.

6. No medico-legal work was done by
private practitioners and there were no
cases during the year under the Railway
Trespass Acte

7. The relations between the police and the
magistracy continued to be satisfactory.

15¢h -‘Feb. 1938. A. R. C. WESTLAKE.

Supplementary remarks, dated 1st March
1938, by A. R. C. Westlake, Esq., 1.C.S.

Village Vigilance Committees—I1 think
that on the whole the Vigilance Committees
are doing useful - work and I have not noticed
any tendency on the part of members to
abuse their position. I trust that full use will
be made of these committees in doing propa-
ganda for the surrender of Vel sticks.

-

KALLAR RECLAMATION.
Madura (North and South),

The number of registered Kallars in the two
Police districts at the end of the year was—

North e e e 8,036
South ISV 1 4 T

Total ... 37,755

" The number of registered Kallars under
orders to report at required intervals was
(2,150 + 6,483) = 8,633 ; but (2,070+6,361)=
8,431 of these orders were in abeyance at the
end of the year, so that the number actually
reporting was (80 - 122) = 202.

9. A feature of the year was the liberal
extension of the system by which men who
have been ordered to report at fixed intervals
are excused from reporting on condition that
their conduct is good. The numbers of those
actually reporting fell from (365+950)=1,315

at the end of 1936 to (804122)=202 at the-

end of 1937.

3. This relaxation of control has not been
accompanied by an increase in crime—Kallar
crime falling from (168 + 160) = 328 to
{169-4125)=294 ; prosecution under Criminal
Tribes Act also decreased from (121 -- 168) =
2389 to (35-+130)=165. In one area, there
was a definite failure to respond to the policy
of trusting the Kallars, criminals of Cheka-
nurani taking advantage of this leniency and
the indifference of the local Kallar Panchayats
to carry out numerous housebreakings in the
neighbouring North Police district. The
decrease in crime must also be attributed to
the opening of a temporary outpost at Othayur

in the North district to control the Kallar
cattle lifters of that village. .

4. Education—The main feature of the
year has been the opening of V standards in
the majority of Kallar Schools to meet the
requirements of the Education Department.
The number of pupils attending School has
increased from 11,751 to 13,699 and in the
South district, there has been a marked
increase in the number of Kallar girls. Adi-
Dravidas are admitted to these Schools and
though in some cases there is resistance from
the Kallars, I have no doubt that with tact
and firmness these objections will be over-
come.

5. One result of Kallar Reclamation is that
we have been producing more educated
Kallars than we can find work for. This is
specially marked in the case of teachers.
They have not been absorbed to any appreci-
able extent in Schools other than Kallar and
Mission Schools and as the rules stand at
present have in many cases been unable to get
a teaching post in.which to complete their
certificate. The Commissioner of Labour has
moved Government to modify the rules.

6. The provision' of Night Schools in the
North district is a useful addition to Reclama-
tion work,

7. The Kallar Employment Bureau formed
by the Deputy Superintendent of Police,
North Madura, has been of considerable use’
in finding employment for both educated and
non-educated Kallars. Employment was
found for a large number in Mills in Madura.-
The position of  the Kallar Reclamation

" Officers during real labour troubles has been a.

delicate one but they have steadily followed a
policy of strict neutrality. .

8. Co-operative Societies.—I regard this as
one of the most valuable branches of the re-
clamation work. The loan of outstandings in
1936-37 and the increase of investments in
the societies in Madura North district is very
satisfactory. In Madura South district, the
position is not so satisfactory. The position
of the societies has not been set out as clearly
as in the Madura North report, but the position
appears to be that the short-term loans and the
new long-term loans are being fairly regularly
repaid. The figures relating to the old long-
term loans are less encouraging. The condi-
tion of 13 out of the 23 societies is bad and
overdues are 14,228 under principal and
2,383 under interest. It need also be remem-
bered that the Co-operative Department igstill
trying to collect for Kallars the amount of
Rs. 29,639 from societies under liquidation.
The history of this long-term indebtedness is
as follows :— .

In or about 1911, these societies obtained
loans from such sources as ‘“‘The Hindu
Permanent Fund Limited, Madura,” *The
Madras Central Urban Bank 7, ete., and subse-
quently in the * Madura—Ramnad Co-opera-=
tive Bank.” 1In 1923, on the initiative of the
Co-operative Department, the loans were taken
over by Government and the Banks were paid
in toto. In many cases, the original borrowers
spent the money unnecessarily and we are



Apprxnix C]

gtill trying to recover the money from them or’

their sons. The position is a difficult one as
financial responsibility is one of the chief
lessons we have to teach the Kallars. The
Government examined the question in 1934
and their orders are contained in G.O. Ms.
No. 1994 L., dated 10th September 1934. 1
consider a further examination of the debt
position of the South Madura Kallars is
already overdue and I am taking it up.

9. General—T trust that the Kallar question
will now be divorced from party politics and
that it will be left to Government to decide
after full investigation and consideration the
very difficult question of the time for the final
relaxation of control over the Kallars. In the
meantime individuals starting successful
industries in the XKallarnad will do much
towards this end,

9th March 1938, © A.R.C. WESTLAKE.:;

N
v

Ramnad,

The work done during the year is most
satisfactory.

2. There hag been a decrease in grave crime:
and an increase in the percentage of detection.

3. Village Vigilance Committees and private
individuals have helped the police on numerous
occasions.  Suitable rewards are keeping
them interested in this work. ‘Where possible,
1 have presented these myself. ' ’

10th Feb. 1938, E. BENNETT.
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Supplementary remarks, dated 2nd Marchk
1938, by E. Bennelt, Esg., 1.C.S.

There ~were 956 Village Vigilance Obm-
mittees in the district on 3lst December
1937. They have been working satisfactorily..

Tinnevelly,

The year was on the <whole peaceful.
The partial failure of the south-west monsoon
contributed to the commission of petty thefts..

2. The relations between the magistracy and
the police continued to be cordial.

3. The statistics record a fall of about 13“per

cent in the number of grave crimes relating to-

property and an increase of about 49 per cent
in the number of murders. The rounding up
of a Korava gang largely contributed to the
decrease in property offences; but the
abnormal increase in the number of murders:
and ‘serious breaches of.the public peace is,.
however, disquieting. o

4. The police rendered. efficient gervice
during the elections ta the Provincial Legis-:
latare and the labour iroubles at Papanasam.

5, The Crimipal Tribes Act and the
abeyance system were worked satisfactorily.

6. 273 Village Vigilance Committeeés were
organized during the year. It is satisfactory
to note that the members of the Village
Vigilance Committees assisted the police in
62 cases. L

7. The ‘discipline of the Armed Reserve
and their turnout at parales were good.

8. Efforts were made by the magistracy and
the police to point out the danger of trespass
on railway lines in villages near them.

22nd Mar. 1938‘. V. RAMAKRISHNA.

L
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HOME DEPARTMENT

G.0. No. 3437, 12th July 1938 =

Administration Report—Police—1937—Reviewed.

Order—No. 3487, Home, dated 12th July 1938,

The Government attach much importance to the evidence furnished by the report of

‘increasing co-operation' received by the Police from the general public. It is observed in
‘particular that Village Vigilance Committees are now reported to be firmly established in
‘most villages of the province except those in which local factions made their formation
“andesirable. The Government trust that steps will be taken to strengthen and improve

these committees and that members of the Police will spare no effort to enlist in still further

‘degree the co-operation of the public in suppressing orime. They are confident that this

co-operation will be given proportionately to the extent to which the Police are successful
in gaining the confidence of the public by courtesy and straightforward execution of duties.

- 9. The general elections of February which, owing to a vastly increased electorate,

‘involved elaborate and careful police arrangements throughout the province, passed off

without trouble except for a few minor disturbances in certain localities. The Government

‘have already had occasion to express their appreciation of the part played by the Police in

achieving this satisfactory result.

Communal tension gave cause for anxiety in'a few districts, but the public . peace was
in general well maintained, apart from some Hindu-Muslim friction which led to a number
of incidents during the middle of the year in the Vyasarpadi Station area of Madras City.
The Police were successful in combating these ‘disturbances and in preventing their exten-
gion to other parts of the Gity, a task which involved considerable anxiety and strain.
Tabour troubles increased during the year, notably in Madras City and Coimbatore ; but the
influence of local Congressmen and the efforts of the Police aided by the generally amenable
attitude of the strikers reduced disturbances to a minimum.

3. Despite the fact that there was little improvement in economic conditions in the
year and defective rainfall in large areas, there was a further decrease in total cognizable
crime and in grave crime, particularly in dacoity and robbery. In last year’s review, the
Government observed that the figures of the last ten years showed a steady improvement in
detection, the figures for 1986 constituting a record. In 1937 the preceding year’s per-
centage of detection of total cognizable crime was substantially maintained ; and the per-
centage of detection of grave crime achieved a new high record, 46 per cent.. These results
may justifiably be a source of satisfaction. The Government, nevertheless, notice with
concern that though there has been a steady decline in the last thre: years in the total
pumber of murders, there was in 1937 a marked increase in the number of murders due to
local faction. An increase in the number of cases of rioting and unlawful assembly is also
reported by the Inspector-General. The methods by which crime and breach of the public
peace arising from factious feeling can best be handled continue to receive the attention of
the Inspector-General and the Government; but the Government wish to emphasize the

. fact that the most obvious and certain safeguard against these constantly recurring con-

sequences of local faction is the creation of a strong and authoritative public opinion
against recourse to violence in such disputes.

4. The Prohibition Act was introduced in the Salem district on the 1st October and
the main burden of its enforcement fell upon the Police. The Government agree with the
Inspector-General that all ranks in ‘the Salem district tackled their novel duties with
commendable initiative and vigour. The successful initiation of the scheme of prohibition
in the district is due no less to the efficiency displayed by the local Police than to the force
of public opinion. :

5. There was no lack of suitable recruits for the force, the number of applications from
men of the right stamp far exceeding the number of vacancies except in Madras City. The
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discipline and conduct of the force were well mamtamed and there was a further substan-
tial reduction in the percentage of departmental pumshments to its strength, though the
number of dismissals increased. The Government observe with satisfaction that the per-
centage of cases in which it was found necessary to cancel or modify punishments on appeal
decreased.

6. The work of the C.LD. during the year continued to achieve a high standard.

The efficiency and discipline of the District Armed Reserves, the Presidency General Reserve

and the Malabar Special Police were well maintained.

7. There was & very substantial 1ncrease in the year in the number of Criminal Trlbe
members who were granted ““ abeyance ” from the necessity of reporting to the Police and
village officers. Though the results of the intelligent application of the abeyance system

have been gratifying, the Government trust that the importance of complete elimination

from the Criminal Tribe register of all deserving individuals will receive full attention. - The
w1despread agitation for an amendment of the Criminal Tribes Law is receiving the Govern~
ment’s consideration. Steady progress continued in all branches of reclamation work.:

8. The year saw a further increase in the number of motor vehicles on the roads and VK
in the number of accidents and casualties due to motor vehicles. The figures furnished by

the Inspector—Genera,l indicate that whereas in towns the situation is under control and the
increase in the number of accidents is being arrested and reversed, the position outside the
towns is more difficult. The problem continues to receive the constant and careful attention

of the Police and the Government. In addition to the necessity of exeroising proper police -

control over motor vehicles, there can be no doubt that the improvement of “ road sense’
in pedestrians, a matter in which educational and local and non-official bodies arein a

position to render invaluable assistance to the Police, would go a very long way towards °

making the roads safe for all users. »
9. In October 1937 Sir Charles Cunningham, c.s.1., lnspector-General of Police,

proceeded on leave preparatory to retirement after 83 years of distinguished service in the

Indian Police in this Pres1dency

10. In general, the year’s record shows that the efficienoy of the force has been well
sustained, and the Government have full confidence that they will be able to command an
equally hlgh standard of loyal and efficient service in the future.

(By order of His Excellency the Governor)

H. M. Hoop,
Secretary to Qovernment.

To the Inspector-General Police.

,» the Commissioner of Police.

,» the Chief Presidency Magisirate, Madras,

,» the Accountant-General, Madras. .

» the Board of Revenue, Madras.

» the Revenue Department.

» the Inspector-General of Prisons.

,» ths Home (C. and F.) Department.

,» the Secretargv Madras Pablic Service Commission (Wlth C.L).

» all District {agistrates. .
» Sir Charles B. ningham, C.s.1,, Inspector-General of Police (Reiired).

Press.

-
o e

¥ ":’ ‘/ /

Lot
et e
! E




	250620001-0002
	250620003-0004
	250620005-0006
	250620007-0008
	250620009-0010
	250620011-0012
	250620013-0014
	250620015-0016
	250620017-0018
	250620019-0020
	250620021-0022
	250620023-0024
	250620025-0026
	250620027-0028
	250620029-0030
	250620031-0032
	250620033-0034
	250620035-0036
	250620037-0038
	250620039-0040
	250620041-0042
	250620043-0044
	250620045-0046
	250620047-0048
	250620049-0050
	250620051-0052
	250620053-0054
	250620055-0056
	250620057-0058
	250620059-0060
	250620061-0062
	250620063-0064
	250620065-0066
	250620067-0068
	250620069-0070
	250620071-0072
	250620073-0074
	250620075-0076
	250620077-0078
	250620079-0080
	250620081-0082
	250620083-0084

