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STATISTICS OF CIVIL COURTS IN.THE
MADRAS PRESIDENCY FOR THE

YHEAR 1932. o

INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

I.—GENERAL.

Courts.—On the 31st December 1932, the
following were the permanent courts in the
Madras Presidency :—

The High Court,
The Court of Small Causes of Madras, .
The Madras City Civil Court,
29 Distriet Courts (including three for
agency tracts), ' .
44 Subordinate Judges’ Courts (including
_seven for agency tracts and one revenue
officer exercising the powers of a Subordinate
Judge),
1 Special Small Cause Court,
163 Districs Munsifs’ Courts (including
292 for agenocy tracts and four revenue officers
- exercising the powers of District Munsifs),
and 127 Revenga Courts.

In addiﬁ&ﬁ; there were during the year
two temporary Subordinate Judges’ Courts and
one tempedary District Munsif’s Court. Be-
sidee these, there wete 11 Subordinate Judges
and 18 ,Dish'iﬁr Munsifs attached to perma-
nent courts under the- Amended Civil Courts
Act. '

The Subordinate . Judges of Chingleput,
Chittoor, :Goimbatere (Principal), Ootaca-
mund, Rajahmundry “{Principal), HEllore,
Guntiir, Masulipatam, Madura (Principal),
Dindigul, Tellicherry, Calicut, Nellore,
Ramnad (Principal), Salem, Tanjore (Princi-
pal), Tinnevelly (Pfifidipal), Urichinopoly
and Vizagapatam (Principal), were invested
with the powers of Assjstant Sessions Judges,
during the year. Additional Sessions Judges
worked at Coimbatore throughout the year
and at Guntir from 15th January to 8th
April 1932, and they exercised civil
powers. In addition an Additional Sessions
Judge worked at East Godavari from 1st
to 28th February 1932 to relieve the conges~
tion of sessions cases pending at the end of
1981. Mr. A.S. Panchapakesa Ayyar, 1.C.S.,
worked as Additional District and Sessions
Judge, Guntir, from 15th January to 8th April
1932. Mr. P. N. Ramaswami Ayyar, 1.C.S.,
reported himself for judicial training and was
working as Principal District Munsif, Salem,
from 4th January 1932. Mr. P. Rajagopalan,
1.C.8., who reported himself for judicial train-
ing worked as Additional District Munsif of
Bellary till 1st April 1932 and as Subor-
_ dinate Judge, Bellary, thereafter. The court
of the Subordinate Judge of Negapatam was
abolished with effect from 27th June 1932.
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The statement given helow gives the nameg R
of Subordinate Judges’ Courts and Distriod =
Munsifs’ Courts, in which more than- one #
judge exercised jurisdiction during 19382,
In courts where a judge worked only for a
portion of the year the period is noted.

Court of the Subordinate Judge of—

Chingleput, till 1st April 1932,

Coimbatore, throughout the year.

Rajahmundry dn.

Bezwada, from 21st September to the end

of the year.

Masulipatam, till 2nd May 1932,

Madura, throughout the year.

Ramnad, till 1st November 1932.

Devakotta, throughout the year.

Tanjore do.
Tinnevelly do.
Vizagapatam do.

Court of the Distriet Munsif of —

Bellary, till 1st April 1932.

Cuddalore, throughout the year.

Rajahmundry, till 1st April 1932,

Ellore, till 28th April 1932.

Kovvur, till 15th September 1932.

Tanuku, from 17th September to the end
of the year.

Guntdr, till 1st April 1932 and again
from 26th September to the end of the
year.

Baypatla, from 3rd November to the end of
the year.

Ongole, from 10th October to the end of
the year.

Masulipatam, thronghout the year.

Beswada do.

Puttur, from 22nd September to the end
of the year.

Calicut, throughout the year.

Nellore do.

Salem, from 4th J anuary to the end of the
year.

Trichinopoly, throughout the year.

2. Number of suits.—The total number of
regular suits instituted during the year in
the courts of the Presidency, including
Village and Panchayat Courts, was 646,561
against 627,465 in 1981. Fer the presidency
a8 a whole, one suit was instituted for overy
72 persons of the population as compared
with 74 persons in the previous year, and the
ratio for the presidency town was one for
every 35 persons. Apart from the agenc
tracts, .Ga.nJi'Lm was, as usual, the least liti-
gious district, with one suit for every 259
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persons. The largest number of suits filed
was 85,983 in Malabhar (North and South—
which form one revenue district), and
Bellary contributed the smallest number of
suits, 6,656.

3. Nature of Suits.—The number of suity
instituted for money or movable property was
571,613 or 92'75 per cent of the total num-
ber as against 93'20 per cent in 1931,
when the number of suits of this class was
559,592, The number of suits for immov-
able property, other than mortgage suits, was
16,040 against 14,702 in 1931. In Revenne
Courts the number of suits instituted was
30,282 against 27,623 in1931. The number
of mortgage suits instituted was 23,644
against 20,754 in the previous year. Suits
for specific relief amounted to 3,221 against
2,873 last year.

4. Value of Suits.—The valie of suits
instituted during the year, in courts other
than Village, Panchayat and Revenue
Courts was Rs. 11,65,09,326 or Rs. 55,54,469
more than in the previous year. The average
value of a suit during the year under report
was Rs. 334. Apart from Revenue Courts
but including Village and Panchayat Courts
2829 per cent of the suits instituted were of
the value of Rs. 20 and below against 29-42
in 1931; 6606 per cent of the suits were
between the values of Rs. 20 and Rs. 500
against 64'90 percentin 1931. The number
of suits filed above Rs. 500 in value was
34,194 against 83,485 in 1931, The number
of suits triable by Village and Panchayat
Courts, but which were filed before the
higher tribunals, way 39,182—an increage of
376 over the figure of the previous year.

5. Number of Appeals.—The total number
of appeals preferred in the year under report
wag 12,253——a decrease of 1,753 ag compared
with the figure of the previous year; the
average for the quinquennium ending
with 1930 being 15,719.

1I.—Courrs or ORGINAL JURISDICTION.

6. Village Munsifs’ Courts—~The total
number of suits instituted in Village Courts
was 93,059 against 90,443 in 1981, The
largest number was contributed by South
Malabar (15,978) and smallest by Ganjam
(30). 'The increase was chiefly noticeable in
Tinnevelly (1,505), On the otherhand there
was a decrease of 3,479 in South Malabar.
The number of suits disposed of correspond-
ingly rose from 89,051 in 1931 to 91,410
in 1932. The number of suits pending at
the end of the year was 9,946 and exceeded
300 in seven districts, being highest in
Jouth Arcot, 1,683. The number of suits
ransferred by District Munsifs to Village
Jourts under section 20-A of the Village
Jourts Act was 631.

7. Village Panchayat Courts~—The total
umber of suits instituted in Panchayat

Courts was 220,096 against 218,278 in 1931.
The nwnber disposed of was 216,373 against
206,030 leaving 47,123 pending at the cloge
of the year aguinst 43,470 in 1931, The
increase in institution was highest in Ananta-
pur, 2372. On the other hand North
Malabar showed a decrease of 1,912 guits in
the number instituted. The number of suitg
transferred by District Munsifs to this clays
of courts under section 20-A of the Village
Courts Act was 111.

8. Revenue Courts~~The number of sujtg
filed in Revenue Courts, other than those in
agency tracts was 29,763 against 27 333 in
1931, The increase iy noticeable in East
Godavari (3,080 against 361 in 1931), and the
decrease in Ramnad (8,679 against 11 581 in
1931). There was a decrease of 1,186 in the
disposal of snity, the decrease being chiely
noticeable in Ramnad, which has disposed of
5,783 suits less than in the previous year.,
The number of suitg pending has risen from
7,484 to 8,202 in 1932, the increase being
marked in East Godavari, 1,517 against 158
in 1951 The number of suits pending for
over threc months was 4,619 against 5,410
in 1931. The average duration of contested
suits disposed of during the year was 514
and of uncontested suits 100 days, as com~
pared with 411 and 57 days, respectively.

9. Agency Courts,—The ntmhéi™ of svits
ingtituted in Ageney Tracts was 2,262 against
1,655 in 1931, The number disposed of was
2,207 ; and 492 were left pending at the
close of 1932, against 569 in the previous
year. The average duration of contested
suits disposed of fell from 277 days in 1931
to 255 days in 1482 and that of uncontested
suits rose from 62 days to 95 days.

10. District Munsifs’ Courts.—The number
of original suits instituted in the Distriet
Munsits’ Courts, sther than those in ageney
tracts was £0,387 against 83,239 in 1981,
Seventeen districts show decreases, the
decrease being chiefly noticeable in Guntirr.
The full in the institution of original suits is
compensated by the increase in the institu-
tion of small cause suits, which ig in turn dge
to the increase in the number of District
Munsifs exercising extended small cause
court powers. The extended powers were
formerly exercised by officers only as long
as they presided over a particular court, but
now the power i personal. The total
number of original suits for trial, including
those pending from last year, received b
transfer, remanded or re-admitted and
excluding those transferred was 127,920
against 136,250 in 1981. The number
disposed of was 82,931 against 92 455 last
year, and the number left pending at the
end of the year was 44,976 against 43,795 in
1931. It is unsatisfactory to note that the
number of suits pending increased in Spite
of & decrease in institution. The decrease
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in disposals was noticeable in South Arcot

(1,489), South Malabar (912), and Kurnool
(741). On the other hand there was an increase
in disposals in the District Munsifs™ Courts of
North Malabar (486), South Kanara (285) and
Nellore (85). In Kurncol the number of
pending suits increased from 1,277 to 1,654
while in Guntiir it fell from 4,770 to 4,578,
The total number ol suits pending for over

Statement showing the pendeney of origi

ecreased by 270 and the figure
8 at 9,000 against 10,269 last year.
ricts which show the largest number
of ofte-ycur old suits are Guntir (2,055},
Ramnad (868) and West Godavari (861).
The following statement shows hy districts,
the nuniher of ordinary suits pending in the
District Munsifs” Courts, with the year of
institution :~—

wad siits i the Disteict Insifs” Conrls

at (he end of 1932,
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Salem . RO I Pl 3] 41200 Wh ) 782
Tanjare, East’ R Lho.p 20 64201 5571 587
o, West e e {2020 92100 | 8E3 1  003
Tinaevelly ... 2014 47 27 8140 264 11559 11,893
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As regards small cause suits there was a
rise in the number of suits instituted
(175,890 against 164,828 in 1931), and a
corresponding increase in disposals (174,368
against 157,405 in 1931). At the end of
the year the number of suits pending was
28,383 of which 6,751 were over three
months’ 0ld, the corresponding figures for the
previous year being 28,114 and 5,843,
respectively. The number of District Mun-
sifs exercising extended small cause powers
up to Rs. 300 was 136 against 182 in 1931,
69 in 1930, and 63 in 1929. The number of
original suits disposed of after contest fell
from 50,998 to 47,010 and the average
digsposal per court for ordinary and small
cause suits was 595 and 1,200, respectively.
The question of the revision of standard
outturn of courts is still under consideration,

The average duration of contested ordinary
guits fell from 317 in 1931 to 308 in 1932,
and that of uncontested suits remained the
same, 62 days. The average duration of
contested ordinary suits exceeded 250 days
in 82 courts as against 95 courts in the
previous year.  Guntir, Devakotta and
Ongole show the highest duration for the
disposal of contested ordinary suits (668,648

i-a

and 642 days, respectively). Guntir showed
the highest average duration of any district
—529 days for contested ordinary suits with
seven courts working. Next come West
Godavari with 466 days (with five courts
working) and Ramnad with 461 days (with
seven courts working); while all courts in
the districts of Cuddapah, Ganjam, West
Godavari, Guntlr, South Kanara, XKistna,
Kurnool and Ramnad took over 250 days for
the disposal of contested suits. The usual
explanation offered for the high duration is
the disposal of old suits. The average
duration of uncontested ordinary suits ex-
ceeded 100 days in nine courts being highest
in Sivaganga (120 days), the district average
being 92 days.

The average duration of contested small
cause suits was 110 days against 102 days in
1931. It exceeded 100 days in 67 courts,
being highest in the District Munsif’s Court
of Narasapur (306 days), with a disposal of
363 suits. As regards uncontested small
cause suits, the duration was 53 days against
49 days in 1931. It exceeded 50 days in 64
courts, being highest in the Court of the
District Munsif of Narasapur, 186 days.



11. Special Small Cause
Special Small Cause Court,
there has been an increase in the 1M
of small cause suits, 6,421 against
1981. 5,915 sunits were disposed of against
5,846 in 1931, leaving 1,482 suits pending
at the close.of 1982 against 922 in 1931.
The average duration of contested and un-~
contested suits was 131 and 59 days,
respectively, against 117 and 56 in 1931.

12, Subordinute Judges'  Courts.—The
number of ordinary suits filed in the Courts

Steternent shoreing Uhe pesdency of opiginal siits (o the District Convts af the end of 1932,

of the Subordinate Judges was 8,313 against
8,168 in 1931. The increase was marked in
Devakotta 226 against 192 in 1981, On the
other hand Guntiir showed a decrease of 46
suits over the figure of the previous year.
The disposals showed a decrease of 166 guits,
3,479 aguinst 3,645 in 1931, The state-
ments  given helow give the number of
ordinary suits pending in the Distriet and
Subordinate Judges’ Courts, according to the
year of institution :—-

Districts. N R A R R R R R R O = e
SR =R BT A I H BT B = RS RS B S - B R R i R
e { A
Anantapur P 711010151 19 o2
Arcot, Nort BN
Do. South | i ! 13 ‘{ T)#} 2 i),
Bellar . 2 z 21
Chingliput i . 2 ) 1}]{ Z(l,
Chittoor O e L
Coimbatore .. 1 1 5 7110 2})) 4},
Gandaalt - L] o] ae | e
anjam . 0 .
Godavari, East 1 4 l.f': (1 13 0 1(‘) §7
Do West i 3 ] PG 431 76
Guntir RIS I e R
¢ 't t N H b
I\flu‘dl'.l, South ; ; AR A
Kool 2| 7113870
1 1
Madura . .
Malabar, North ok 2 ﬂll 3
ho, South 1] e er st
Nellou,d ; 2 I
Ranmna . .. ! : !
Salem . 2 1 h Iﬁ 2? _;53
Tanjore, East i .15
Do. West ..1 ..] 1 ‘ d RN
Tinnevelly ... | ] 3
Trichinopoly 7| 4 » | 16
1'richinopoly

Vizagapatam

Total
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As regards small cause suits, the number
mstituted fell from 17,009 to 16,455 and
the number disposed of from 17,329 10 16,697.
The number of suits pending at the end of
the year rose from 4,288 to 5,212. Despite
the decrease in institution the number of
suits pending at the end of the year increased
—-an unsatisfactory feature. The fluctuation
in the institution of small cause suits in this
class of courts depends largely on the powers
exercised by the local Distriet Munsifs. The
number of suits pending for more than
three months wus 2,286 against 1,589 in 1931,
The average disposal of a court of a Subor-
dinate Judge was &8 original suits, 425 small
cause suits and 102 regular appeals.

The average duration of contested original
suits was 474 days against 455 days in the
previous year and 83 days against 79 days
in the case of uncontested suits. The dura-
tion of contested suits exceeded 250 days in
all courts except those at Bellary, Coimbatore
(Additional), and Ootacamund. The highest
duration was shown by Bapatla (1,025 days
for 73 suits), Chittoor (830 days for 89 suits)
and Bezwada (638 days for 86 suits). The
average duration of contested small cause
suits was 169 days against 152 days, last
year, and of uncontested suits, 55 days against
59 days in 1931. The duration of contested
suits was highest in Narasapur, 459 days for
186 suits.

The extension of small cause powers up
te 8. 1,000 exercised by Subordinate Judges
is reported to have worked satisfactorily, on
the whole., The District Judge of East
Gadavari, however, submits that it is desir-
able torevert to the old system as the litigant
public feel that they are deprived of the
chance of appeal besides having to subumit to
a summary trial.

13. District  Courts.—In the District
Courts, excluding the courts in agency
tracts, 606 suits were instituted against
545 in the previous year, and the average
for the quinquennium ending with 1930
being 565. The disposals rose from 435 to
623 and the number pending at the close of
1982 also rose from 792 to 826. The number
of suits pending for over one year has how-
ever decreased from 359 to 347 in 1939.

. The average number of days which District
Judges were able to devote to civil work was
100 days and the figure ranges from 181
days in Kistna to 35 days in Coimbatore.
Most of this time was occupied in ecivil
appellate and miscellaneous work, and the
total number of original suits disposed of by
all District Judges together, after trial, was
581, of which 455 were contested, the dis-

posals varying from 92 in Kistna to nil in
North Arcot.

The average duration of contested suits
was 544 days againet 398 days in 1931 and
of uncontested suits was 106 days against 147

5

days last year. On the other hand Coimba-
-»ce took only 53 days for the disposal of
* 've contested suits.

14. The Madras City ('iwil Court.—In the
Madras City Civil Court, 1,007 suits were filed
against 885 in 1931. The Judge disposed
of 943 suits of which 497 were contested, the
figures for the previous year being 802 and
408. respectively. The number of suits
pending at the end of the year was 532
against 488 in 1931. The average duration
of contested suits was 170 days against 178
days and for uncontested suits was 27 days
against 25 days in the previous year.

15. The Court of Small Causes of Madras.
—In the Court of Small Cau ses, the number
of suits instituted wag 16,689 against
17,567 in 1931, the average for the quin-
quennium ending with 1930 being 15,758.
The number of suits disposed of wag 17,273
against 17 505 and the arrears fell from
2,192 to 1,732, The duration of contested
suits was 57 days and of uncontested suits
43 days, the figures for the previous year
being 55 and 46 days, respectively. The
number of suits for rent filed in the Court of
Small Causes has fallen from 1,425 to 1,850
in 1982, The Chief Judge explains thig
decrease, as being due to the increase in the
number of applications for recovery of rent
by distress, under Chapter VIII of the
Presideney Small Cause Courts Act,

16. The High Court.—In the High Court

of Judicature there were 613 suitg filed
against 665 in 1931. The number of suits
for disposal, including those pending from
last year, together with those received by
transfer, and re-admitted or remanded wag
L510 against 1,557 in 1931, The number
disposed of was 780 aguinst 679 in the pre-
vious year ; and the arrears fell from 878 to
30. Of the 780 suits disposed of 478 were
contested. The number of suits disposed of
by the Master was 163 in 1032 against 210 in
1931, TIssues were settled by the Master in
256.cases. The number of interlocutory
apph_cations disposed of by the Master was
2917. The average duration of contested
suits was 754 days against 651 days in 1981,

and of uncontested suits wasg 174 days i
125 days last year. Yo agunst

17. Insolvency Petitions—(a)
Courts.—The number of insol
presented to the mufassal ¢o
against 6,334 in 1931. The number disposed
of, excluding petitions transferred, withdrawn
or not prosecuted, was 4,900 and the num-=
ber pending at the end of the year was
8,067 against 8,778 in 1031, The number of
petitions granted was 4,667 against 3,830
1111 _1931;1 .’g‘thz total value of creditors’
claims admitted was Rg, 81,43,456 again.
R's. 97,26,846 and the amount of gamsse::
distributed was Rg, 12,04,349 against

Mufassal
vency petitions
urts was 6,473
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Rs. 11,839,579 in the previous year. The
number of insolvents discharged was 713.

(b) The High Court.——~In the High Court,
the number of insolvency petitions presenterl
was 553 against 502 in 1931. The number
of petitions disposed of was 274 against 260
last year and the pendency further rose from
4,010 to 4,292. It may be observed that in
the mufassal an insolvency petition is treated
as disposed of, for statistical purposes, when
an adjudication order is made, but in the
High Court, a petition is not treated as dis-
posed of until the public examination of the
insolvent is completed and a discharge is

ranted or in the case of summary petitions,
where the assets do not exceed Rs. 3,000 and
where no public examination is usually held,
when the debtor has applied for discharge
and a discharge is granted. In addition
78 matters which ranked as interlocutory
applications but which were in effect suits,
were disposed of during the year. The
Master digposed of 2,907 interlocutory appli-
cations as against 2612 disposed of by
him in 1931. The number of interlocutory
applications pending at the close of the year
was 1,711. The number of summonses under
sections 7 and 86 of the Act pending at the
close of 1932 was 2,031 against 1,967 in
1931. The number of persons adjudged
insolvents was 563, and the number dis-
charged was 101. The total amount of
claims admitted was Rs. 80,59,395 and the
amount paid as dividends to creditors was
Rs. 3,86,442.

I11,—APrPELLATE COURTS.

18. Agency Courts.—The total number of
regular appeals filed in the Agency Tracts
was 65 against 62 in 1931, the average for
the five years ending with 1930 being 99.
The number disposed of was 61 against 52
in the previous year and the number pending
at the close of the year was 21 against 16 in
1931. The average duration of appeals dis-
posed of was 74 days against 79 days in the
previous year.

19. District  and Subordinate Judges’
Courts.—In the District and Subordinate
Judges’ Courts the number of appeals
instituted was 9,507 of which 7,736 were
regular appeals and 1,771 were miscellaneous
appeals, against 10,420 in the previous year,
the average for the quinquennium ending
with 1980 being 12,438. The number of
regular appeals disposed of by Subordinate
Judges was 4,014 against 5,185 in 1931 and
the arrears fell from 3,583 to 8,136. The
number of appeals pending for more than
gix months before the Subordinate Judges’
Courts was 1,848 against 2,222, The average
duration of appeals disposed of was 324 days
in the case of contested appeals and 239 days
in the case of uncontested appeals, the cor-
responding figures for the previous year

being 379 and 206 days, respectively. The
duration was highest in the Court of the
Subordinate Judge of Vizagapatam, 558
days for 252 appeals. Next come the Courts
of the Subordinate Judges of Kumbakonam
with 557 days for 71 appeals and Narasapur,
542 days for 162 appeals. The following
Courts of the Subordinate Judges took over
a year on an average for the disposal of
contested  appeals :—Vellore, Cuddalore,
Chingleput, Berhampur, Bapatla, Ottapalem,
Nellore, Salem, Tanjore and Tuticorin.

As regards uncontested appeals Vizaga-
patam tops the list with 815 days for two
appeals. The largest number of appeals
pending was to be found in the Courts of
the Subordinate Judges of Vizagapatam (257),
Calicut (211), and Cocanada (183) and the
number pending for over six months in these
courts was 139, 153 and 105, respectively.
The number of miscellaneous appeals dis-
posed of by all the Subordinate Judges
during 1932 was 2973 against 239 in 1991.

The number of regular appeals filed in
the District Courts was 6,823 against 7,986
in 1931, and the fall may in part be attributed
to the exercise of small cause powers up
to Rs. 1,000 by Subordinate Judges. The
number disposed of fell from 4,812 to 4,742.
The number pending at the close of 1932
was 5,587 against 5,909 last year. The
average duration of contested appeals dis-
posed of was 369 days against 583 in 1931
and 227 days against the same number of
days in 1931 as regards uncontested appeals.
The duration of contested appeals was
highest in Vizagapatam, 754 days for 271
appeals. The duration was over one year in
the District Courts of Anantapur, South
Arcot, Chittoor, Ganjam, East Gdodavari,
Guntiir, Kurnool, Madura, Nellore, Ramnad,
Salem and West Tanjore.

20. The High Court.—The number of
appeals from original decrees of courts in
the mufassal filed in the High Court was 419
against 505 in 1931, and 468 the average
for the five years ending with 1930. The
number disposed of was 525 against 329 in
1931, and the arrears rose from 2,282 to
2,376. The number of appeals filed against
the orders of the mufassal courts was 527
against 499 in 1931, the average for the
quinquennium ending with 1930 being 510.
652 appeals were disposed of and 942 were
left pending at the end of 1932; the corre-
sponding figures for the previous year
being 544 and 1,067, respectively. 100
appeals were filed against the decrees passed
on the original side of the High Court against
109 in 1931, the average for the five years
being 114. 115 appeals were disposed ot
against 124 in the previous year, and
the arrears fell from 133 to 118. The
number of appeals from decrees of the Madras
City Civil Court was 71, the figures for the
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previous year and the average for the preced-
ing five years being 75 and 56, respectively.
128 appeals were disposed of against 10 in
1931, leaving 144 pending against 201 in
1931. The average duration in respect of
each class of these appeals disposed of after
contest was 1,724 days, 854 days, 2,367
days and 648 days, respectively. The high

average duration of contested original side*

appeals is due to the disposal of old appeals
(11 appeals of 1928 9 of 1929 and 28
of 1930). The number of letters patent
appeals (other than original side appeals)
ingtituted was 100 against 115 in 1931,
228 being the average for the preceding
quinquennium. The number disposed of
was 162 against 351 in 1931, and the arrcars
fell from 288 to 226. The number of appeals
received against appellate decrees was 1,367
against 1,987 in 1931, the average for the
previous quinquennium being 1,832. The
nnmber disposed of was 1,838 against 1,919 in
1931 and the arrears fell from 4,984 to 4,513.
The number of appeals preferred against
appellate orders was 190 against 258 in 1931
and the average for the preceding quinguen-
nium being 199. The number of this class of
appeal disposed of was 295 against 222 in
1931 and the arrears at the close of the year
Afell from 689 to 584. The average duration
of contested second appeals disposed of was
1,615 daysin 1932. The numberof appellate
side matters disposed of by the Master
(including civil miscellaneous petitions and
court-fee references) was 568 against 1,967
in 1931. It may be noted that the powers
of disposing of civil miscellaneous petitions on
the appellate side, hitherto exercised by the
Master, were withdrawn since 29th March
1922, and the Deputy Registrar, appellate
side, was delegated with such powers. The
Deputy Registrar disposed of 1,508 civil
miscellaneous petitions during 1952.

21. Appeals to Privy Council.—At the
beginning of the year there were 5 apyplica-
tions for leave to appeal to His Majesty in
Council pending hefore the High Court.
29 applications for leave were received
during the year. Of the total number
of applications for leave 8 were dismissed
“vith costs and leave was granted in 8 applica-
. pns, of which 8 were not prosecuted for
Alefault in payment of security and printing
deposit. The number of applications’ pend-
ing at the close of the year was 18. The
number of Privy Council appeals pending
preparation in the High Court at the begin-
ning of the year was 18 and the preparation
of record in 5 appeals was taken up in the year.
Seven appeals were despatched to KEngland,
4 appeals were withdrawn in the High Court
and 12 were under preparation in the High
Court at the close of 1932. In the Privy
Council in England 27 appeals were pending
at the beginning of the year and 7 were
newly received. Of the total of 34 appeals

for disposal, 3 were dismissed with costs, 1
allowed and 2 dismissed for non-prosecution,

leaving 28 appeals pending at the end of the
year.

IV.—REevisioN anp REPERENCE.

22. Revision.—The number of revision
petitions filed in the High Court was 1,987,
of which 910 were for the revision of deci-
sions in small cause suits, asg against 1,976
and 769, respectively, in the previous year.
The number of petitions disposed of was 2,246
against 2,293 in 1931 and the arrears fell
from 3,585 to 3,326. Of the total number
of petitions disposed of 7765 per cent were
dismissed as against 82'25 per cent in the
previous year.

23. Reference.—The number of cases re-
ferred to the Iligh Court by the lower courts
and the Board of Revenue was 11, the
average for the preceding quinquennium
being 13. Thirteen cases were left pending
at the close of 1932. Of the total of 18
cases for disposal, inclusive of the 7 pending
from the previous year, 5 were disposed of, 4
under the Indian Divorce Act and 1 under
the Code of Civil Procedure. On the original
side of the High Court there were for dispo-
sal 35 petitions under the Income-tax Aect of
which 22 were disposed of, leaving 13 pend-
ing at the end of the year. The number of
petitions for disposal under the Indian and
Colonial Divorce Jurisdiction Act was 5, and
all these 5 petitions were disposed of during
1932. Petitions nnder the Indian and Colonial
Divorce Jurisdiction Act are included in
Statement No. 9, Part (I), under Original
Matrimonial Suits.”

V.—MISCELLANEOUS.

24. Ezecution.—The total number of appli
cations for execution received in all the
courts in the mufassal, except Village and
Panchayat Courts was 403,952 againgt
583,277 in 1931 and 369,310 the average for
the five years ending with 1930. The num-
ber of applications disposed of was 400,255
against 379,280 in 1931, and 80,881 were
left pending at the close of 1932 againgt
75,366 in the previous year. Satisfaction wag
obtained in full in 13'23 per cent of the
applications disposed of against 13:2] per cent,
in 1931. Satisfaction was obtained in part
in 1170 per cent against 1103 per cent last
year, and the number of wholly infructuous
applications rose from 285,046 to 298.742.
The amount realized in execution was
Rs. 2,26,34,184 against Re. 1,9824927 in
the p.l‘eViOdl.IS' year. The number of debtors
imprisoned in execution was 4 i
4505 in 1931, P44 against

The number of applications for execution
received in the Madras City Civil Court, Court
of Small Causes of Madras and the High Court
was 19,232 against 19,980 in the previous
year. 19,260 applications were disposed of
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leaving 1,255 pending at the close of 1932, the
corresponding figures for the previous year
being 20,388 and 1,282, respectively. Satis-
faction was obtained in full in 10°77 per cent
of the applications disposed of against- 11-11
per cent in 1931 ; satisfaction was obtained in
part in 15°31 per cent against 13'51 per cent
in 1931. The number of wholly infructuous

applications fell from 15,167 to 14,089. The -

amount realized in execution was Rs. 8,86,111
against Rs. 7,24,089 in the previous year, and
the number of judgment-debtors imprisoned
was 259 against 223 in 1931.

25. Processes.—The system of supplying
process-servers with apparatus for taking the
thumb impressions of illiterate persons in
token of the receipt of a process has been
reported to have worked satisfactorily.

26. Legal Practitioners.— At the end of the
year there were on the rolls of the High Court
2,519 advocates and 74 attorneys. 154 advo-
catesand 3 attorneys were newly enrolled
during 1932, In the mufassal, 4,472 first-
grade pleaders and 548 second-grade pleaders
renewed their sanads for 1932.  No pleaders
were newly enrolled during the year, as fresh
enrolment of pleaders to practise in mufassal
courts was discontinued since December 1931,
The fees for the admission of High Court
practitioners amounted to Rs. 94,688 and
those for the venewal of pleadership certifi-
cates of pleaders amounted to Rs. 1,19,793.

27. Inventories of Valuable Stock.—Inven-
tories of valuable stock of office furniture
have been maintained and checked in all
courts in accordance with the provisions of
¢.0. No. 710, Finance, dated 4th August
1920.

28. Shorthand Writers.—District Judges
report that the system of dictating judgments
to shorthand writers in open court by
District Munsifs, facilitates quick disposal,
and has worked satisfactorily.

29, Powers of Veto under the Amended
Civil Courts Act.—The delegation of powers
of appointment and punishment to District
Munsifs and Subordinate Julges under the
Amended Civil Courts Act and the rules
framed thereunder, is reported to have worked
gatisfactorily, on the whole. Some of the
District Judges report that they modified
some of the appointments made by their
subordinates, either on the ground of devia-
tion from the principles of seniority or on
communal considerations. The District
Judge of Madura further reports that the
inevitable result of the selection of the
Madras Services Commission candidates for
appointment in rotation of communities is to
centralise the control of appointment more
and more in the hands of the District Judges
and that it will result in a loss of power of
appointment to the subordinate courts;
while the Subordinate Judge of Tenali reports
that the system of making appointments

under G.0. No. 686, Public (Services), dated
L9th June 1931, is causing inconvenience
due to the delay caused in getting a com-
petent candidate through the Collector and
suggests that it would be much more con-
venient if a list of candidates intended
exclusively for the Judicial Department ig
kept with the District Judges.

30. Inspection of Village Courts’ Records.—
The total number of District Munsifs who
inspected the records of Village and Panchayat
Courts within their jurisdiction was 140
against 149 in 1931, and the number of
courts, the records of which were ingpected
was 6,814 against 6,047 in the previouy year,
as detailed below :—

Number of Number of
District Munsifg Village and
District. who inspected Panchayat Courte,
Village and the recorda of

Panchayat Courts’ which were

records, ingpected,
Anantapur .., 3 206
Arcot, North... 6 241
Do. South... 7 448
Bellaty 2 116
Chingleput 4 235
Chittoor 4 489
Coimbatore 8 407
Cuddapah 3 322
Canjam . 4 48
Godavari, Hast, 6 290
Do.  West. 5 175
Guntir . 7 587
Kanara, South. 5 338
Kistna B 225
Kurnool 3 146
Madura . 8 209
Malabar, North. 9 231
Do.  South, 10 209
Nellore 3 239
Ramnad 7 158
Salem . 5 242
Tanjore, East. 5 209
Do. West. 6 167
Tinnevelly 6 590
Trichinopoly ... 4 211
Vizagapatam ... § 81
Total ... 140 6,814

31. Inspection of Courts.—The number of
Subordinate Judges’ and District Munsifs’
Courts ingpected by the wvarious District
Judges during the year under report is ag
given below :—

Number of Number of
District. courts in the courts

district, ingpected.
Anantapur ... 3 3
Arcot, North... 7 Vi
Do. South. 8 8
Bellary 3 1
Chingleput 5 5
Chittoor . ) 5
Coimbatore ... 10 10

District.

Cuddapah
Ganjam .
Godavari, East.
Do. West
Guntir
Kanara, South.
Kistna
Kurnool
Madura

Malabar, North.

Do. South.
Nellore
Ramnad
Salem .
Tanjore, East

Do. West.
Tinnevelly
Trichinopoly ...
Vizagapatam...

Total

Higa Courr OF JUDICATURE, MADRAS,
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Number of Number of In spite of the observations made by
courts in the . cou'l'fgd Government in their G.0. No. 4126, Law

district. mepreret (General), dated 16th November 1982, the
3 ?) District Judge of South Malabar has ins.pecte‘d
5 o only 2 courts out of the 14 courts in his
? ? district and no explanation has been sub-
/ 9 mitted for this low inspection.
lg 7 Travelling court-fee examiners have in-
5 5 spected 64 courts during the year 1932, As
) 3 a result of their inspection, deficits amounting
10 10 to Rs. 68,511 were pointed out and a sum of
10 10 " Rs. 46,489 was collected during the year.
14 3 32. General.— On the recommendanion'of
4 3 the Retrenchment Committee on the question
10 10 of reducing the dimensions of t 1e administra-
6 6 tion report and the tables of statistics attached
8 7 to it, Government have, in consultation Wlth
8 7 the ligh Court, ordered in G.O. Ms. No. 891,
9 5 Law (General), dated 13th March 1933, the
7 7 deletion of the following special state-
7 7 ments :—
_ _— (-4, D-1, D-2, D-3, D4, F-1, G and H.
133 160

Dated 101} October 1933.

G. S. WHITE,

‘{ Registrar.
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JUDICIAL STATEMENT No. 1 (Civit)—SuprLemenr.

Statement skowing the n.u).nber' of Enropean and Indian Judicial officers of each grads exercising appeliats
or original jurisdiction in the province of Madras for the year 192,

'

JUDICIAL STATEMENT No. 1 (Crvivr). ¥ .
. .. L. . .. Original powers. _ Appeal powers. Grand total.
Statement showing the numbsr of Judicial divisions and the number of officers exercising appeliate or original jurisdiction -
tn the province of Madras on the bast day of the year 1932, =2 oS YN
£z £
| Tribunals, g ;g g .g L= .;
Gt E — =% -]
] Civil, Criminal. & g2 g S5 . S 8
X ‘ 4 co 8 - ] =3
1‘3 a2 1 Lt §‘ gy ~ 2 £ w - 2 5w .
3 . Otber } 2 = - Other 5 "'g « foa’ g Ee) : g g .s 3 :a,
— Q 3 Q
< g - Judges. § | E *E - _ g _Maglstmtes. Ldd - | = e = =] o = = | &
Province of Madras. 3 2 55 | = 5 g < | B ) toal o 1ol @ ol | o |y
E-] . boam o ® [ -
. it i = . | o o B & = b N High Court Jud.
‘3 § b E 3 o : - & = = § ;g | od City Civil Jm‘\lgsgjms R . 8 ;j l: 8 -6 14 8 M i
® 'g 2 £ E g X2 2 .g 5 2 g g Presidency Small Canse Judges 3 3| : o ; !
ke £ 2z 3 EE : E 518 3 & it T Sl e 150 26! 1 15| ‘8| N 15 |+ 26
@ 2z w o =} 7] ate Judge
2 2 a @ . District Munsifs .- 1211‘ lgll' i Mo 15L ot
N (2) (3) 9 ] © ! m (8) @ o] an] o | @3) RO N ey - 513181
i : Total ... 19 230 | 249 19 75 94 18 230 | 249
i
Territory subject to the (a) @ | (2 (a) @) Q) [6)) :;:’cl'“‘:"“ three Additional Se.sions Judg:s at Goimbatore, Guntar and East Godavari. .
High Court - 14 26 30 236 110,042 29 25 30 53 33 639 | 4,773 h neludes the Judve of the Special Small Cause Court of Trichinopoly and ona Kevenne Officer who exerocised
e pnwers olf‘u Sabordinate Judge. Besides tbese, seven Divisional Officers in the Aseuncy tract . o
powers of a Subordinate Judge, aeucy tracts exercised she
} Besides these, 24 Magistrates in the Agency Tracts and 4 Revenue O.Fcers exercized oivil powers.
Number of cases decided.
Civil. Criminal.
Province of AMadras. Original. Arpellate, Original , Appellate. Remarks,
& @ ) @
. o - =] . 2 - e
1 28| 5 | 28| & | 28| 2 |=3
5 | §58 | 5 | 82| b | 52| » |E=
e = ot = 1= = | |3
4 asy | oasy L an | as T am | ooy |2 (22)
Territory subject to the 832,604 [1,143,600 11,873 2,128 | 237,188 7,533 6,608 ver (a) 30. do both oivil end
High Coart. criminsl work,
{d) 18 do.
(c1 8,740 Panchayat Courts.
(d) 18 do botn civil and
criminal work.
(e) 2 do.
(f) 206 Benches.
i >

N.R.—This statement has heen prepared according to instructions contained in Government of India Letter No. ¥. 206/1¢-23,

Judioial, dated 15th Auguat ]

928,

® (ncludes High Court Judges,

4 Includes Chief Judge, Court of Sinall Causes,
1 Inclodes preridic e officers of all other Civil Courts,

aumber of Courts (cot the a»mbors of Courts) are shown.
§ Includes Additional Hessiona Jurdges.

| Includes Magistra‘es inve
% Includes Additional District Magist
® ® Ip the case of Benches the number of Benches (not members o

ated with powers under section 80, Cr.P.C.
rates and the Chief Preridency Magirtrate,
f Benches) are shown,

Madras, and Agency Judres.
including 8mall Cause Courts;

in the case of Panchayat Courts, the
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E-2,
Stavement showing the extent and results of proceedings in insolvency under the Provineial Insolvency Aot, 1920
in the Courtsof the several districts tn 1932, y Aot g
K ’7'.)"'" - T *A*’N ’T*""“” P
Disposed of Namber 'm::llv):\rtzf A::mt"} of ineol-
o Petitions| Wit ol insol- | estates placed |- 0 nts ‘?sff‘f',_,
Districts. led N dm‘\v‘l‘; ! Pending. vents dis- | n gv_ccivm'_s’

" | not pro’ | Granted.| Refused. untor | "proveadings | Realiz- | Disbursed
I D R 7 roction 1, | wene iy ed. |0 ledit
Anvantapur .. .. .. 198 40 \ 201 | .. 58 36 | so6a Ré‘,
Arcot, North 198 37 162 4 66 26 log | aine | Cyone

Do. South SRS 18 65 | 207 11| 161 65 87 26370 | 7050
Bellary 222 94 174 6 53 12 ’66‘ {. 79,808
Chingleput ... oo o 169 46 134 3 62 23 g | A
Chittoor ... . .. 110 16 94 3 29 8 14 | §,’,1" 47,950
Colmbatore ... o | 674 | 107 | 444 8| 325 | 6o | Sovany | 14688
Cuddapsh ... .. .| 822] 69| 238 1| 13 | ag T peyees hisaly
Ganjam 53 15 29 4 25 3 ’20’5 2| 80028
Godivari, Eest .. .| 3¢3 98 | 248 9| 209 o7 8T 13145

Do, West .. .., 898| 106 | 257 8| w82 36 [Toma00 |1,26,169
Guntar 691 215 404 24 | 421 16 111,76 491 3,745
Kanara, South ... .| 16 29| 104 14| 55 30 g4 |y aodc8 ) 84372
Kistna 362 147 234 11 252 19 1’«8’033 181,025
Kuornool P . 191 62 173 24 107 3 ,é(),292 36’.981
Madura 24¢ 63 214 19 62 49 BT lg’&fi i
Malabar, North ... .. 54 20 a7l 7 3 15,855 | 84,679

Do.  South 183 50 140 7 62 8 7]"]47 1,629
Nellore .. .. ..| 308 78 240 13 141 18 Ty | goEle )zl
Ramnad .., .. .. 194 77 126 9 ¢ 12 . 8?'572 2501
Salem aes oo . 204 41 181 [ 78 68 “]’.01 ’72)3’;1 58,452
Tanjore, East 174 55 134 6 55 32 8 44049 32'206

. Do. West , 177 37 133 7 79 41 80 i 46’('06 45,702
’l‘n.me.velly 19¢ 88 130 12 106 32 405 ,86,2 1 ]‘319
Trichinopoly . .| 216 7| 145 13 82 37 4 lssrae | 45369

izagapatam 94 3 4 3 Y o

2ap 2 N 5 8 60 4,120 2,567
Total .| 6473 | 1824 | 4,667 233 | 3,087 713 1074 | 23,9118 | 12,0839
F-1.

Statement showing the Work received, disposed of, and pending, and the average pendency
of Cases in each District Munsi{’s Court in 1932.
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{STATISTICS OF OIVIL OOURIR, 1932

" F3. -

Statement showing the Number of Suits and Appsals instituted, dzspaaad of, and pendmg, and of the Pesisions and Gmmmal Qasss
. disposed of tn the Dnstrict and Sessions Courts in 1932,
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*Civil. Crimina) |
1 P .&‘l
I : : 2 etitions '
- Ordinary Suits. Appeals. < | disposed of. f
E { t Average Average 73 ; ’?;
.‘ s ll’eudmg!dumcmn of Pending. (;Zﬁ:at;&nigf & %
Courts. 1‘ < E ‘suitsin days. o Qays, S . . .E .
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Anantapur L] 24113 11 2| 8162|3340 | 200 74| 122| 118| 268149 (230 | 704 (85| €6 81| 64| 60
Arcot, North ... N RV IOV Pl 2] 359 | 108) wi| 83a111)i73| 318 |75 | 62| 570, 69| o3

Do. South LhEypezl. 61452 28 1203 | 510 | 276 | 57, 43| 450 (311 (.. | 589 (20| 111 | e59| 43| 43
Bellery ... Ll15i28t 11 8|21l 211111188 ] 342 114 331 I127] s86128)|..) 2671 25) 308! %76 87| 31
Chingleput wt1r |29t 1} 428 g8} 8 1 78| 3031 187 | 231 225 | 125 |57 |135] 275 (63| 26! 8831 43| .»
Chittoor .. . ¢ L[| 1 e ] 1 1. 598 | 188 | 180 | 168 | 172 (57 148 | 426 [ 181 20| 347! 44! o
Qoimbatore \ R b 1127 8 63 | 251 | 213 | 207 | 89 |15|64| 120 |10B| 24| 633 | 380| 1,
Cuddapah ;29122 14 61168145 22 153 | s77| 89| 111 111 31 61 ..} 247116 62 | 86p O] v2
Ganjam .. ..o 2l 24' 1 2118 123/12 120 634 181 | 140 | 133} 177 ( 81 166 | 484 | 29 2211 8632 a2 % -
Godaveri, East 75 | 52| 2(10[356 87|41 87| 181, 183| 82, 75| 75| 4L |273| 383 |48 | 172 1,060| 74 113

Do. West ... /64|81 ] 2] 0|44 78|83 12| 950 354 189 174! 111 {71 101 | 323 | 8| 145:!1,243( 48| 78
Guntar .. L rler |l (67150181 | .. 1,806 289 | 150 | 140 | 254 | 99| .. | 3931164 | 106 {1,157 | 60| 106
Kanara, Soutk .. | 311 ..l 12l 51 ... 82 848 | 803! 293 | 189{ .. i34} 135 | 95| 30| 83| 2| 73
Kistna ... ... 91]920 .. |18)|66 56412 85| 261 369, 416 | 898 | 97|23 141 | 234 |65 820:2288 | 27 79
Kurnool ... P45 | 18 i L{ 6110/7640 (50| 25| Lli2| 69| 59| 160|110 2us| 448 | 20| 211 | 757 | 65| 39
Madura .. .| 4] 6! 11 20 2} 11,108} 613] 225! 123 | 117 253|139 1837 | 35 90| 40| 717 | 172 138
Malabar,North ... ! 1{11 | ... |11 ] 671 21 .. 109} 502 | 4011 371 { 353 {159 | 88| 21131 §5 | 612 21 1€

Do, Sooth .| 2§ 8] .| 1} 1} 2 1|60 1784 451 127 | 114 138 {20 &6 | 255 (78| 23{ 657! 73| @m
Nellore ... .. |96 61‘ 1|19 87 6L 148 | 347 | 191} 238 | 205 214|097 552 | 603 | 87 | 179 |'1L,714 | 44
Rumnad .. .. (18| 70 1| .. | 621 4 (M6 831 | 375 | 285, 273 | 373218 | 40| 727 {68\ 115 85| 85
Salem ... v sl )] sleslar) .. ] e25) 2568| 232 219 ) 183 |61 )61} 627 'ST} 62| BOB| &7
Tanjore, East ... 126117 | .| 2| 14,32 2| &0 1121 173 | 152 | 136 * 85 | 6| .| 16% | 41 | 175 1,016 40 [

Do.  West .. 18|21 | ..] 2118 |19| 5139 ] 641 | 225, 137 | 121 288 |187 Lo | 488 47 8811336 47
Tinnevelly weloal 2] 1) 110y 73 188 | 242 87! 821 179 | 29! 89| 145 |51 36 606 | 110 1z
Trichinopoly ..} 4| 3! .. f .| 8316 2. 245 | 830 | 184 175 1551 14 (204 | 172 73 40 | 615 50 5
Vissgapatam .. 1 23 | 181 .. 2| 94422 |87 | 629 461 | 289 | 271 | 558 309 218 | 754 | 16 67 {_1,333 28 | 9la
’ Total .. 406 623 | 13 | 94 |455 1826 347 106 | 544 |8,823 | 4,742 | 14,438 15,387 2416227 | 369 [1.392) 2,673 124,082 1,658 | 1,958
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24 Godavari - .| 7| 31 2| 11 ..} 8] 13204 . 14 ut 11 5| 1) .| e8|..| .. 1¢ 51 .. .
4 LViugapatam....% Bl .. t R . . ‘ 1 14 20
Total ..i12| 8| 2| 11..| 0| 82| . | 20 19 18 7 1|2r| 13]|..]1 1! 2s} s0| s
Grand Total 618 626 | 16 I 46 435 835 [340 1108 | 544 6,8{4]4,761 (9449 | 3,894 12,417/224 | 369 [L302] 2,674 24,106 | 1,683 | 1,966
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Note.—Inclodes three second appeals institated, three disposed of and one pending in tha East Godavari Agency,
#]14 Sessions Cases were disposed of by the Assistant Nessions J adge, Chinglapat,
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el e et 1) i
AE22 . Belorneiala

Do. do. do, Bellary.

Da. do. do. Chittoor.

Do. Additional do. Ooimbatore,
Do. do. do. Fast Godavari.
Do. Assistant do. Do.

Do. do. do. West Godavari,
Do. do. do, Guantor, :

Do. Additional do. Do.

Do. Asgsistant do. Kistna.

Do. do. do. Madars.

Do. do. do. Dindigul.

Do. do. do, South Maiabar.
Do. do. do. Nellore.

Do. do. do. Ramnad.

Do. do, -~ - do. Balem. 77T T
Do. do. - do, West Tanjore, '
Do. do. do. Tinpevelly.
Do. do. do, Tricbinopoly.
Do. do. do. Vizagapatam.
Do. do, do. Koraput.

De. do. do. Parvatipuram.,
Do. Additional Sessions J udge, Korapnut.

fzﬁ Criminal Appeals and 26 Revision Cases were dxspoged of by (.he Additional Seesions Judge, Coimbatore.
Do.

do. do.
3 Criminal Appatll were dnspoaed of by the Addltxonsl Sessions Jadge, East Godivari,
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