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‘ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE ESTATES UNDER THE
_ COURT OF WARDS IN THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY FOR
. FASLI 1341 (1931-32),

. Estates under mnagemcml.—-—'l‘hebe were thirleen estates under the
Court’s superintendence at the end of fasli 1340; the same thirteen sht'?
remained under the Court’s management throughout fasli 1341. '

2. Estates handed over.—Nil. ’:s

3. Season.—The season was on the whole favourable or fair in Seru.
i‘dl (Ganjam), South Valluru, Part 1 (Kistna), Arni (North
udapalli (Trichinopoly), Mannarkottai (Ramnad), Ilaiyarasanendal,
‘Part I and Kadambur (Tinnevelly) and Bagalur (Salem). It was not
favourable in Metratti and Poravipalatyam (Coimbatore) for want of
timely rains. In Marungapuri (Trichinopoly) the season was mot satis-
sfactory owing to the uneven distribution of mainfall, though the total
rainfall in the fasli was 61-64 inches, the highest during:cho past six faslis,
In Sivaganga (Ramnad) there were heavy rains in December 1931. A
* very large number of tanks breached: in a portion of the estate and th
they were closed as promptly as possible, there was no rain aftér the 25|
of {)eoember, with the result that there was not enough water left in
- many of the breached tanks to bring the standing crops in the ayacut to
‘mgturity. In Kurupam (Vissgapatam) the season was not altogether
‘uidavourable, but in some parts the principal crops, such as paddy end
-gingelly, failed for want of timely rain. In the cyclone of October 1931
‘heavy floods caused serious damage to the irrigation tanks and affected
the storing of water. o

4. Holdings.—The aggregate area of the tenants’ holdings in the
thirteen estates that were undér management during both the faslis 1340
and 1341 (excluding, as usual, the rented villages) was 485,959 acres in
fasli 1341 as against 485,244 acres in' fasli 1340. ' The total increass of
715 acres was due to new assignmenta and resumplion of inams and was
most marked in Kurupam (532 acres). - .

5. Cultivation.—The total extent cultlivnhed was 64-1 per cent of the
boldings as against 69-3 per cent in fasli 1340. The percentages were
aboven'?; in :fx: estates and leas than that figure jn the other four estates,
" vis., Kurupam (69-9), Metratti (57-0), Marungapuri (67-6) and Siva-
) .(48-3). The low perceatages in Kurupam and Metratti were due
to tE: unfavourable character of the season and that in Marungapuri to
.want of timely rajn for the sowing of dry crops. The decrease in
‘Siveganga in fasli 1340 has, since the publication of the last report,
‘proved to be less than was originally reported, owing to mistakes in the
estgte offices: the actual decrease was due to late rains and the general
“economic depression. A further decrease has bee:;:lported for fasli 1341,
and the Court is having the figures verified in detail.

. - 6. Deinand of estates.—The gross demand of all the thirteen ostates
«in the fasli amounted to Re. 24-68 lakhs and the net demand to Rg, 21-91
lakhs, the remission under all the heads being Ras. 2-77 lakhs.

1,0W.—1

s



2

the thirtean estates that were under management during both faalis 1340
snd 1341, there was & decrease of Re. 4,089 in the demand of fasli 1341,
which is the net result of 8 decrease in nine estates and an increase in the
remaining four. ' There was an appreciable decrease in South Vallury,
Part I (Rs. 13,035), Marungapuri (Rs. 11,370) and Serugada (Ra. 6,245)
and an increase in Sivaganga (Rs. 20,669) and Kurupam (Rs. 9,473),
while in the case of the remsining eight estates, the difference was
negligible. 1In South Valluru, Part I, the decrease was, as in the previous
fasli, due to the fall in the lanka lease amounts. In Marungapuri the
decrease was due to fall in the miscellaneous revenue under fluctuating
items of rent and in the pannai lease amounts on account of the fall in the
price of paddy. In Serugada the decrease was due to the fall in the lease
amounts of the villages and also to the fall in the receipts under mis-
cellaneous reyenue—a fluctuating item. The increase in Sivagange was
due to the smaller remissions granted during the fasli. In Kurupam an
appreciable fall in the forest revenue, due to the lack of demand for the
minor forest produce, was more than counter-balanced by the resumption
of inams and enhancement of rent under the Estates Land Act.

7. Demand, collection and balance—Current.—Out of the net current
demand of Rs. 21-91 lakhs, Hs. 14-42 lakhs were collected and Rs. 0-02
lakh was written off as irrecoverable, leaving a balance of Rs. 7-47 lakhs
at The close of the fasli. Excluding the subsequent collections and
remissions, as well as the amounts recommended for remissions after the
close of the fasli, the net recoverable balance on the 1st of October 1932,
was Rs. 7-02 lakhs or 32-08 per cent of the demand. The statement below
ecmpares.the percentage in each estate with the percentages for fasli

1 2 — )

o o Estates. Faali 1340.  Fasli 1341,
' ;ﬁ Serngeds .. . ’zu 11-6
T N 321
o 850,& Vallprs, Pact I 134 92
¢ Ami . . 12 o7
b Bagaler L [T 116

6 Metratti .. .

7 Poravipalaiysm 1478 2048
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.. Throughout the estates the continued economic depression and the
conspquent. A1 in: the price of food grains have been reflected, as in the
last -fasli; iin.. thie  tollection: ‘of reuts. In Serugada the collections
shewdd i very. decided -improvement in fasli 1341. In South Valluru
Pwit §, and in  Marungepuri . the improvement in. collection is utia:
factory; in: the casé. of Marungapuri, & new manager was recently
appointed; and the contral of the estate work was entrusted to the
Ooleetor iof :the - distriot: instead of the local. Sub-Collector, and the
Ootert expebts . that the . improvement will be continued in the current
fasli. -'Im the ease: of Poravipalaiyam, laxity on the part of the
mamager, who has. now been replaced, was responsible for a considerable

{oes iu lease rents, and, in addition, on the recommendation of the Collec.
tor and Agent, the Court, ss an uct of grace, sanctioned a maximum
remission of 30 per cent in the case of prompt payment. The state of the
season in Kurupam which has already been mentioned in paragraph 3
above was to a large extent responsible for the fall in the revenues of that
estate.

Of the other estates, Sivagauge, as in the last fasli, calls for special
comment. The administration report of the last fusli (paragraph 7) made
mention of the decline in the organized agitation agaiust the estate and of
the special remissions that had been granted during that fasli. The Court
regrets to have to report that in spite of the disappearance of the organized
Ryots' Sangam, the spirit that was created by it continued to show itself
in many places throughout the fasli; the orposition shown to the estate
authorities in serving demands and effecting distraints became so serious
that the Estate Collector was compelled to draw up and carry out a pro-

mme of distraint processes in the worst affected centres, on several
occasions with the assistance of the district police; the thanks of the
Court are due to the District Magistrate and the District Superintendent
of Police for their assistance during this critical time. In spite of these
remissions, the situation, as far as revenue collections were concerned,
did not improve to any appreciable extent. It was unfortunate for the
administration that the economic depression continued throughout the
fasli and that, temporary loans being hard to obtain, those of the tenants
who had been obstinate in better times had little difficulty in increasing
the opposition to the estate authorities. At the time of writing this
report, there seems to be little, if any, improvement in the situation; the
Court has, however, within the last few days sanctioned percentage
remissions in the case of prompt payment such as has been described
above in the case of Poravipalaiyam ; these remissions have been ted
as an act of grace and with the hope that they will not only «xsoglrt:n full
payment of revenue but will also make the ryots understand that the
Court of Wards is not unappreciative of their present financial position.

8. Demand, collection and bolance—Arrears.—The arrear demand at
the beginning of the fasli was Rs. 23-71 lakhs of which Rs. 18-42 lakhs
were outstanding at its close. The arrears were colledted in full in
Metratti. The arrear balances were insignificant in Mannarkottai,
Tlaiysrasanendal Part I and Kadambur, below Rs. 1,000 in Bagalur and
Kudapalli, 8 little over Ra. 1,000 in Arai and about Rs. 9,000 in Poravi-
palaiyam. They were large in the remaining five estates, vis., Siva-
genga (Rs. 15:99 lakhs), Kurupam (Re. 1:08; lakh), Marusgapuri.
(Rs. 0-63 lakh), South Valluru, Part I:(Rs. 047:lakh) and Serugada
(Rs. 0-19 lakh). The readons given above for .the large current balance
in Sivaganga apply timilarly to the heavy: exrear balance. A majer:
portion of the arrear balance in Kurupam is.tovered by execution peti-:
tions and can be recovered only after having redourse to coertive 5.
there hes Leen an appreciable improvement in the collection :of arrears
during the fasli under report. The arrears iu;l{un’gqmri relate to ghe
pre-assumption period and the gréater.pard''is covered by suits and
decrees. In Serugada more than 50 per cent of the arrear dempnd wea,

1, C,W.—ls
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written off and the bulk of the collectable balance is covered by ewits and
execution proceedings or is under enquiry. The arrear balance in South
Valluru, Part 1, includes, as stated iast vear, a sum of Rs. 10,676 due
from the Senior Zamiudar on account of the advance collections made
by him and the claim preferred to the Official Receiver is still pending

Practically the whole of the remaining balance is covered by legal,
proceedings.

9. Financial condition.—The aggregate cash balance at the begiu-
aing of the fasli was Rs. 3 05 lakhs. The total cash receipts during the
faali amounted to Rs. 2204 lakhs. The total cash assets of the faali
were thus Rs. 25-09 lakhs. Deducting the total cash expenditure of
Rs. 23-32 lakhs, the cash balance at the close of the fasli was Rs. 1-77
lakbs. Including Government promissory noted, other securities and
fixed deposits, of the aggregate value of Rs. 0-60 lakh and the estimated

value of grain (Rs. 0-34 lakh) at the end of the fasli, the te
closing balance at the credit of the estates was Rs. 2-71 lakhs, glh‘e

erdinary receipts and charges (ayan section) of the fasli after excludi
the extraordinary items were Rs. 18-55 lakhs and Rs. 18-80 lakhs

respectively as shown below:—

R RS,
Iniskhe.  In hkie. ,
Total cash reosipts .. .. 2004
Drduat—
(1) Nebts recovered—Prineipal only .. .. 011
(3) Salé-proseeds of property .. .. .. 031
(3) Amounts bosrowed . .. .. [ 21)
(4) Befunds, recoveries and deposits . . 289
C m— 49
Ordivary reesipts .. 18-68
W .
' Total eash charges .. .. 2332
Doduor—
) Pebls repaid—Prmeipal only .. . 139
2) lavestivents .. . .. . 0-2¢
(3) Bpecial purchases, domations, special ceremonies,
sarvey , ete, .. .. .. 039
(4) Refunds, recoveries and repayments of advances
and deposits .. L. .. . 50 ,
—_—  tf2
Ordinary charges .. e 1000

In Serugada, Marungapuri, Sivaganga and Kadambur' the _ ordiM;

charges exceeded the ordinary receipts. In Serugada the excess was due
to the fact that whilst the charges on account of the partible and the
Iate Rani’s private properties were included under the *‘ charges ”’ of
the estate, the income from those properties was not included. under
‘ receipts.”” In Marungapuri, the excess was due to the entertainment
of special establishments for the correlation of the Government .and
éstate surveys in respect of lands in which Government are interested
and for the survey of the forest reserved blocks, and to the payment of s
sam of Rs. 750 to the Zamindarni for the Seemantham ceremony of . her
daughter. In Sivagangs, the excess was dus to the fall in the normal
mm as explained in paragraph 7 above. The excess in Kadambur
wag 1. o : .

U

-0, Utilisation of surples balances.—The closing bulance, including
investments in Government and other securities and fixed deposiia was
Rs. 2:71 lakhs. In none of the estater was it over a lakh of rupees. 1t
was about Ra. 0-% lakh in Serugada, and Rs. 0-71 lakh in Arni,
Rs. 0-33 lakh in Sivaganga and Rs. 0 21 lakh in South Valluru, Part L.
Iu Serugada, a sum of Ra. 48,329 was invested in Government secu-
rities and bank deposits and a sum of Rs. 18,000 wus leat to the
RKurupam estate. In Arni a major portion of the balance was utilized
in the repaywent of debts. In South Valluru, Part 1, a sum of Rs. 16,683
was paid to the Zamindar of Sanivarapeta in A.S. No. 250 of 1927 on the

| file of the High Court, Madras, aud the surplus was paid in discha.
of the bapk lcan. The closing belance in Sivaganga was chiefly 1n

genin.

" 11, Agricultural improvements.—No fresh enterprises were con-
sidered or proposed during the fasli. 3

"' 12. Percentage of ertablishment charges and Gorernment commis-
sion to the normal receipts —The average percentage in the fasli was
sbout 20-9 as nagainst 19-1 in the previous fnug The percenh?
exceeded 20 in Marungapuri (29:1), Serugada (25-1), Kurupam (22.7)
and Sivagenga (22:7). The percentage continued to be high in
Marungapuri, partly owing to failure to realize the anticipated revenue
and partly because the savings effected by the appointment of a s
on a lower salury and by s reduction in the staff were utiliszed for the
entertainment of a special staff for the correlation of the Government
and estate survevs and for the survey of forest reserve blocks. The high

srcentage in Serugada was due to the entertainment of additional staff
both in the manager's and Estate Collector’s offices for the management
of the Rani's estate and of the temporary establichment in connexion
with the inam alienation enquiry. The percentage in Kurupam, which
is an unxurveved estate. did not exceed the limit of 25 per cent prescribed
in C.S.0. No. 15. In Nivagauga the high percentage was solely due to
poor collections. In the other estates the percentage ranged from 10
to 17. .

13. Maramat works.—The Court continued to devote attention to
this important branch of administration as far as the finances of the
\P"“"‘ itted. The total maramat allotment in all the estates under
management, including the trust institutions, was Re. 4.07 lakhs. The
total value of the work doue and the work paid for amounted to Rs. 4-25
lakhs and Rs. 3-68 lakhs, or 104-55 per cent and 90-57 per cent res.
ively of the allotment. The maramat expenditure in the fasli was
15-8 per cent of the total ordinary charges (Rs. 23-29 lakhs) inclnding‘
those of the trust institutions. Among the estates in which the allot-
ment was more than Rs. 5,000 the percentage of expenditure to
allotment exceeded 75 in all the estates except Poravipalaiyam (30-2).
The short expenditure in this snull.lnd l:-or estate was due to want of
funds, Upexpectedly heary expenditure had to be incurred in Kurupam
to pet right the damage caused by & cyclone. In Sivaganga, the general
fall in receipts prevented the Court from spending as much money as it
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lisd'hoped tospend 'on improving the-irrigation-sources, and the expendi-
tdre outlined in the seven-year programme drawn up - by the Estate
gollector had to be drastically cut down. l '
under management:at thé =Beginning1-df. the fasli was Rs. 8-88 lakhs.
Loans were newly granted: - to: the extent of Rs. 0-18 lakh during the
fa'slj. Including the debts nowly brought to account (Rs. 0-14 lakh)
and the interest and'vosts' that acerued during the fasli (Rs. 0-16 lakh)
the aggregaté amount:dde was. Rs. 9:36 lakhs. ~ Of this, Rs. 0-16 lakh
was collected and Rs. 0-13 lakh written off, leaving a balance of Rs. 9-07
lokhs at the end of the fasli. As in the last fasli, the outstanding
balanse was large in' South Valluru, Part I (Rs. 6-65 lakhs), Kurupam
(Rs. 0-75 lakh), Poravipalaiyam' (Rs. 0-56 lakh), Kudapalli (Rs. 0-38
lakh), Serugada (Rs. 0-47 lakh) and Marungapuri (Rs. 0-20 lakh).
As in last fasli, almost the entire outstanding debt in the South Valluru,
Part I, estate wag due from the Senior Zemindar under the final parti-
tion decree of the High Court; the Official Receiver administering his
estate did not pay any dividend in the fasli. Some of the debts in
Kurupam are not yet due and some are covered by various instalmeut
bonds. Four instalments of Rs. 3,000 each with interest up to lst May
1931 were paid in the previous faslis and the fifth instalment of
Rs. 3,000 with interest of Rs. 1,312-8-0 was paid in May 1932 by the
Zemindar of Chemudu in liquidation of the debt due by him on a
registered mortgage bond for Rs. 33,000, leaving a balance of Rs. 18,000.
The Zamindar has since signed the deed for the settlement of the claims
between him and the Kurupsam minors and it will be registered shortly.
In Poravipalaiyam' -the .outstanding debts were due from M.R.Ry.
R. V. Mappillai' Goundar Avargal. Steps are being taken to secure a
mortgage deéd for sums which are still uncovered by any documents.
‘The“debts due té-Serugada  and Marungapuri are covered by suits and
‘executivh ‘proceedings: -Altiost the entire debt due to the Kudapalli
estite is'eovered' by e-decree in 0.8, No. 72 of 1923 on the file of the Sub-
Court, Maydvaram. As there is no prospect of realizing this debt, the
‘question of ‘writinl: it off will be taken up when enquiries are completed.
. "18. Debts due by ‘the estates.—The liabilities of the estates at the
beginning of 'the '‘fasli’ amounted to Rs. 7-80 lakhs. Including debts
newly' colitrdcted’ (Rs.' 0-18 'lakhy- thuse newly brought to account

duting ‘the fasli (Rs. 0:90 lakh) and the interest and costs that}

‘aeeruéd durinig ‘the year (Rs. 0-46 lakh), the total liabilities amounted’
‘to Rs.'9:84" ﬁdkﬁs;"“(}f this, Re. '1:82 lakhs were repaid, leaving a'
‘balance of'Its. 7-521akHgut its close. - Serugada, Metratti and Marunga-
'purl had nd debts.” Fh¥ debts due by' Sivaganga (Rs. 520) and Kadambur
'(YR‘B. ' 97) were” ‘émaﬂ‘l:""THe”Uu'tstg‘nding debts were about Rs, 20,000
'in Miiinarkottdi sfid ‘o¥er Rs. 20,000 fn Poravipalaiyam (Rs. 0-25 lakh),
(Rudd ansz"smz 0:3944kH) whd Bagdlur (Rs. 0-35 lakh), while they
‘eXddbded s lakh' of thpedy i Arni." The debts exceeded two lakhs in
“Krtipati {16, 286 Takhd) atld i Bouth Valluru, Part I (Rs. 2-63 lakbs).
%s"qx‘g n gh‘ 9 Mol dels “with' the' encumbered estates of Kurupam,
. “u "

glhutt,; ' PA¥t! T, ‘Arniend ‘Bagalur. The debt dué to the
Zemindar of Turaiyur was the only debt due in’'the Kudapalli estate. :

14. Debts due to 'thé estates.~«The debts due to the several esté‘tes.-.

'

4 sum of Rs. 11,664 was paid-to-him during, the, fasli, towapds, bothy
principal and interest. In Poravipalaiyam. one debt of Ra, 25,000 is due,
to the heir of Raman Nambudripad, . . .t .00 i L0
. 16. Education.—The Court’s : wards- of - school-going age 'studied
mostly in local schools and colleges; :as in the .previeus years. .The
Metratti ward underwent trainingiin the admiristration of his estate and
has since taken charge of the - estate .(on 12th; September 1832). The
Poravipalaiyam ward eontinued his studies.in the. Stanes Liuropean High
school, Coimbatore, and his progress, as indicated by his marks in,
examination, was more satisfactory than in the previous fasli. The senior
ward of the Ilaiyarasanendal, Part I, estate having discontinued his
studies, was being taught at home by a full-time tuter 'and was also
being given administrative training by the manager. 'The junior ward,
who had previously had to discontinue his studies owing to ill-health,
joined the Board High school, Koilpatti, and studied in V Form; g
private tutor was also coaching him. The wards of Kadambur and their
gisters were reading in -the George Elementary School, Kadambur,
The senior ward and his step-sister were promoted to the fifth class and
the junior ward to the second-class and their educational progress was
satisfactory.. 'fhe Mannarkottai ward, who had discontinued his studies
in the A. V. High School, Sattur, was receiving instruction from e
private tutor, but even this step failed to produce reasonable progress;
the estate is very small and cannot afford to send him to an expensive
school ; the Court is therefore continuing the private tuition under the
personal superintendence of the Estate Collector. The ward of the South
Valluru, Part I, estate was admitted into III Form in:the Kellett Hi
School, Triplicane, as a result of the coaching. which he, received  at
home from the guardian and -the part-time tuter...'The; Court hyving
decided not to send the Kurupam wards' to Rajkumar College, Raipus,
in view of representations made by the Raja.of Talcher;, the, wards
continued their education in the Jubraj High Schoeel,. .Talcher, under
the care and supervision of their guardian :andimatet‘na.l._,.gfrandw;,
thie Raja of Talcher, and both of them were promoted, to. higher classes.
The Court also - sanctioned - the appointment wof :;additional. tuters, 1o
instruct the wards in Mathematics, Sanskrit, riding, etc, TheSerugada
ward was reealled from the Rajkumar College, Rajpur, on, the death of
his mother and placed under the care of a guardian-tutor at . grﬂa’}hﬁ'ﬁ'x.
He was admitted into sixth form in the:'thauikotg;Collggé , By fha-"i“l’s“?{'
The two younger brothers of . the ward are stydying W;tj}e M}Wﬂ?ﬂ
School, Berhampur. The appointment of the, tytors. who were, teaghing
the Marungapuri Zamindarni and her daughier, was. ters ipated, from
16th October 1931. Two separate tptoers,. ane.for general o ,‘jxc?‘tl‘?‘i a%ui
the other for music, are teaching the. faurtly widem,, her dgughter &
the fifth widow. .The Bagalur Poligar’s son.continued  his, Pﬁ?x . ﬁz 2
the Government School, Bangulore:; The 'brothar:of the. Jﬂéﬁ‘ ?W.g
Arni who had gone to England for higher :edugation, has: gince; r 1,{7‘%;!'; o
to India after taking his B.Sc. degres inithe University 9&3 ndon. snd
after being called to the Bar. ; The lmiy(,wo,rd, of Kydapalli was Ji)é ‘3
educated in English, Tamil andArithmetic by g lady tuter, im%&tvim‘

1931. SRR LVECTHPTULIRTIVRP o, L 1 bt el
! ‘ !
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! 'Phe health of all the wards was satisfactory, as were the conduct and:

progress of all except the Mannarkottai ward, as noted above. v

17.—Suits.—The petition filed by Madurai Dorai_ alias Venkataswami
Thevar, the younger surviving brother of the late Zamindar of Siva-
ganga, to set aside the ex-parte order dismissing hisg pauper'suit for the
récovery of the zamindari was dismissed with costs. The appeals and
revision petitions filed by the estate against the judgment of the Sub-
Judge, Sivaginga, dismissing the suit for the recovery of survey costs
are still pending. The High Court has disposed of the appeal filed by
the proprietor of Warapurapalaiyam, for the recovery of cesseg on the
permanently leased villages of the Palaiyam, confirming the decision
of the Sub-Judge, Sivaganga, which was in favour of the estate. ''The
bulk of the suits filed during ‘the fasli were rent suits. Some of thé'
owners of Darmasanam Kalanivasal village filed a suit in the Sub-Court,
Ramnad, claiming about *3,000 acres of land as having been wrongly
surveyed and demarcated as belonging to the adjoining devasthanam
villages of Segarathipatti, etc.; the suit is pending. Two suits were also’
filed against the estate in the Sub-Court, Sivaganga, by the owners of
Chockanendal Nettandal, claiming & large portion of land as having
been wrongly surveyed and demarcated as belonging to the adjoining
Ayan Pukkudi. The Sub-Judge decreed the suits against the estate
which bas preferred appeals to the High Court, Madras. A batch of
suits was filed by the ‘estate against the ryots under section 77 of the
Estates Land Act in the Special Deputy Collector’s Court, in which the
estate produced validly executed thirwapat muchilika and patta, and
these suits having been decreed in favour of the estate, the ryots, filed
appeals in the District Court, Ramnad, coutesting the validity of the
whole commutation. The District Judge has since delivered his judg-
ment against the estate. This being an important matter affecting the
revenues of the estate, the question of filing appeals to the High Court
is under the Couri’s consideration. \

The South Valluru, Part I, estate succeeded in the Koppaka aliena-
tion suit, but the defendants have preferred an appeal to the High Court
and it is pending. e

A pauper appeal has been filed in the High Court, Madras byt one
Ponnuswami Nayakkar against the decision of the lower Ct’mrt dis-
missing the suit relating to succession to the Marungapuri estate and
it is pending. _ o

Of the three suits relating to the Kurupam estate and referred to in
the last report, one suit was decreed against the estate and the other two
are still pending disposal. An appeal has been preferred to the High
Court against the decree against the estate. =~ - _ ' ,

_The two appeals filed in-the High Court against the Serugada estate
and referred to in the last year’s report are still pending. The late Rani
filed a revision petition in the High Court against the Hindu Religious
Endowments Board, against the decision of the District Judge, Berham-
pur, for payment of contribution for the Jagannathaswami temple ‘st
Serugada. This is still pending. . ] .

9:

..+18. .Reéligious and charitable institutions.—Separatd accounts “conti-
nued.to be maintained for the religious end charitable institutions
which have separate endowments and of which. the wards are hereditary
tzustees. . There. were guch .institutions in Kurupam,.Poravipaleiyam,
Kudapalli, Marungapuri and Sivaganga. - Their. administration was.
satisfactory and their financial condition generally good.. The Hinds,
Religious, Endowments Board exercises jurisdiction over the religious
idstitutions. A settlement between the Zamindar of Chemudu and the
Kurupam' estate “had ‘previously - been effected, -and the Zamindar of
Chemudu has since signed the settlement deed; the village of Jammidi-
valasa belonging to Sri Suryanarayansswamivaru temple in ' the
Kurupam estate will be taken over from him after the deed is registered.

"'The ‘petition filed by certain Chettis applying for 'a scheme’ of
minagement for the Kaliarkoil temple in the Sivaganga estate “is" still
pending. 'The superintendénce of the trust institutions has dow béen
transferred from the control of the taluk Tahsildars to that of two
Assistant Tahsildars, who are able to pay more attention than was
previously possible to the details of temple administration. .They have
also .been entrusted with the -compilation . of comprehensive records
ghowing the history, financial condition, etc., of éach institution.. -,

19, Encumbered ‘estates.—The provision of section 45 of the Court
of Wards Act continued to be in force in the estates of Kurupam, South
Valluru, Part-1, Arni and Bagalar. - : S e

" The debts due by the Kurupam estate at the beginning of the fasli
were Rs. 2:65 lakhs. Adding to this debts newly contracted (Rs. 0-18
lakh) and the interest and costs accrued and decreed during the year
(Rs. 0-18 lakli) the total liabilities of the estate were'Rs. 301 lakhs;
of this a sum of Rs. 65,000 was repaid during the fasli.  Out of the’
balance of Re. 286 lakhs outstanding at the close of the fasli a sumrof
Rs. 1:88 lakhs was due to the Imperial Bank of India, towards principal
and a sum of Rs. 0-19'lakh tc the Zamindar of Serugada éstate towards
srincipal and interest. To facilitate the liquidation’ of the estate’s
entire liabilities & proposal to sell the villages of Kesavaraopalem' firka
which are at'a’ considerable distance from the estate headquarters is
under consideration.” 7 T Tt e

" The liabilities of the South Valluru, Part I, estate at the beginning

\tl)')f ‘'the fasli dmounted to Rs. 2:85 lakhs. Adding to this ‘debts neily’
Mbrought to account (Rs. 0-17 lakl) and the interest and costs adcrued
and ‘decieed during the year (Rs. 0-17 lakh) the ‘total liabilities of the
estate amounted to Re. 8-19 lakhs. Out of this, a sum of Rs. 056 lakh
wag repaid, Jeaving a balance of Rs. 263 lakhs: = T

" The debts due by Arni  at the beginning of the ‘fas‘l’iﬁvéi-e. Rs. '0-"95{
lakh. A sum of Rs. 0-78 lakh represents the debts (incutred by the
present Jagirdar, who has recently succeeded to the estate) that were
newly: brought. to account. during the fasli, while the intetest and costs
accrued and deereed during the year amounted to Rs.. 0:08 lakh, The.
total liabilities of the estate were thus Rs. 1:71 lakhs. Of fhis & sum of
Hs. '0-36 lakh was repaid, leaving & ‘bal_an'ce*o'f Rs. 1-35:lakhs &t that

close'of the fash. » o 5



10

oi5/Phe buly debt dus by ‘the Bhgalir estate is that of Re. 33,900 due
tor Sugaii- Chand of Madras.' - Together ‘with the interest accrued during
the year, the total kiebility-is: Rs.'34,8901. The Court has decided that
it.is move profitable te the- éstate to accumulate savings until it is in &
position.to cledr. off. the total under ¢ interest '’ and to begin to reduce
the Pl‘incipﬂl- e dene e o .
T A O AR T 0 S S Y LY I R . ' . '
.»,“., 20. Masgellaneous,—a) Schools.—The Estate Collecter, Sivaganga,
opntinued. to.exercise ,,the duties, delegated to him by the Raja, of
qorreppendent. of . the  Raja’s, High School and the Alice Millar Girls’
School till ahout the end of the fasli. . Both the institutions worked at &
loss during the fasli. . The High School results in the public examination
were_goad,  the percentage of pagses heing 65 against 59 in the previous
year and 45 in 1930. The boys continued to evince keen interest in the
scout movement. - The school took part in the district inter-school sports
and won the hockey cup for the seventh year in succession, the ‘‘ best
school ’’ cup, the ‘‘ best athlete ’’ cup and other awards,

(b) Survey.—The special estate survey staff employed in the Siva-
ganga estate continued to attend to the boundary suits erising out of
the survey, the work in connexion with encroachments and assignments,
the measuring and plotting of supplemental subdivisions and the
correction of survey records. The number of subdivisions measured
and plotted during the fasli was 5,175 against 7,663 in the previous fasli.
The-large decrease in the outturn is due to the fact that the special
surveyors -had been-engaged in other items of work—effecting sub-
Jivisions of stray cases in the several taluks of the estate, assisting the
Foresh Supervisor:id dividing the forests into coupes and assisting the
énevodohmeht : Assistant: Talisildar in the investigation of encroachments
and$ permersioni’’h (he:;: the-usé of land for a purpose different from
that for which it was originally granted). The special Government
surEey safi of, one head surveyor end three deputy surveyors appointed
‘-Wﬂhﬂ;nisﬂﬁchygﬂlhﬁtmﬁt fgr the maintenance of survey marks in Decem-
'Jmmf-?&'wn%:ﬁin the, preparation of the pre-maintenance records
.ﬁdlinwegtionj,oﬁ fones and in igsuing nothes to parties under sections .1.5
nd.21,0f the Madras Survey,and Boundaries Act., Out of 444 karnams’
gmtw(:l{iéiﬁ;&umy groups) im the estate, demarcation sketches and

stpne zegisters. for 409. karnams’ groups were. prepared up to the end /
ﬁ:f%fﬁi%lm ;The pre-maintenance rocords of 307 karnams’ groups had/

W;ha,ngd\ ovar,jg the karnams by the end of the fasli. Printed taluk
@%‘yiﬂr*ﬂu the seven tajuks of the estate were received within the fasli.
oK map.fon the) whe P;:Z?'}nmd“:n’.‘ is.:qxpected from the Central Survey
4Mige imidbe Comzse of 'ﬁhl,&.)&pﬂ;’, . The survey costs recovered from the
sty during the, fasli,; fell, from: Rs. 3,660 in the previous fasli to
_R,q-,,-!z(QSimu.lh;wr'rql. IREIRI I R o
“'-"“."'-*"Af’sﬁﬁéi’dl'k'é diitde Ilﬁspébf‘or' contitined to work in the upland villages
of Ko paki‘ﬂi 1 Woiith“Vellure;' Part I estate, bringing the mainten-
futive :aiarmahdﬁieiw Wworle ‘hpréo- date. The epecial staff employed. in
Tidi's: Myrunpepuri-vitate varfied out the correlation of the lands in which
" @dvernadent-ardl imtérebted:! with 'the: estate survey and trained the.

karnams of the estate in survey. -The Revenue.lInspectors of the, estate
have also to be treined in survey befors the questipn. of preparation of
demarcation. sketchea and stone registers is takanMp.:, .1 1; 0. of:
 ~ (e) Commutation and settlement.-~The' dred ddtually: commuted
in the fasli in the Sivaganga estdte was:463.60 acdes/iand the total hreq
commuted up to the end of the fasli amounted to 82:9 per.ceut:.of thid
entire area to be commuted. In the last report the progressive total was
stated to be 83 per cent'of the entire-hreg.” The veriation i die partly
to reversion of commuted lands-to the 'jfizairalm dystewi’ fbr want of vahd'

. commuted pattas and muchilkas and*partly to relinquishmeént of'1ands

by the ryots. The estate settlément staff 'attended to'the ¢heckirg'and
passing of consent statements, 'ﬁhe"cor'rectioh of settlement records; the
preparation of settlement registers and correspondence 'relating “to
settlement matters. In addition to this, they attended to the classifica:
tion of lands in nine villages which reverted to the ebtate at the
beginning of the fasli and to the inspection of lands subject to submer-
sion in a large number of villages, for the purpose of proposing reduction
of rates wherever necessary, and also to the inspectiop of lands in
respect of which petitions had been received complaining of wrong
clagsification. The printing of settlement registers had not been started
by the end of the fasli. -

(@) Encroachments.—A large number of encroachments and
‘‘ perversions *’ in the valuable lands in the Chettinad villages of ‘the
Bivaganga estate having been 'noticed, the Court sanctioned & special
staff of an Assistant Tahsildar and two taluk Inspectors for six: months
to detect them and to settle each cage by levying the appropriate markét
value; suits will be filed if the value is not paid.! The staff stavted-work
in November 1931 and detected 626 cases.:. As there was etill'muoh work
to be-done; the services of the staff .werb extended: fer-anophibr!six
months. ' e coenive aaw e D duwe Gt dahy

(e) Forests.—The forests in Sivaguitffs andl Avni' weie wotked
under the rules sanctioned by Government nder'sections’ 26" dhd’ 82 o¢
the Madras Forest Act; and in the forests il Kurtipant an@’ Marings.
puri the rules under section 26 of the Att’ “contitited 16" b etiforbed,
The supervision of the administration of thé'forests‘n ‘Stva dnpa vektod

of the minor forest produce continued and ‘& siail "gimiﬁﬁﬁt:‘gwx_mgq

) realized from grazing fees. Couigs N&;“?"ﬁﬂ‘d' B of "Mamaldi Hills in
Katisapet were sold in auction for fuel duhhg thd fdsli‘."fThl‘dé'_'Edupgﬁ
in Group I were worked departtﬂex‘;taﬂf‘toﬂﬁbﬁl ]t khb‘l‘dép&u:m
Sivagangs and & sum of Rs. 1,938-12°9"wat' Ratlned by 'thelsulert 4Tl
dopdt was doing well in spite of thé existehod ‘OF bweiivil dbpoty il
town. A proposal to raise cashew platitatidhs’ iri'selectéd Tureas) of thie
estate is under investigation by the Government Agriculturel”Dépari-
ment. The income from the le‘.”t&.lno.AID-},:fﬁl}qmﬂ,»,a? <qu§hg}‘wd,qcrease
due to the feilure to lease the avasgm bazk dorwant of 13}.449?7;-,:;;.{”«, A
In Kurupam the estate forestd were divided im,igi fflnénmdn’i,sand

¢t ynreserved '’ and their manqgefmonb bud i pretegtion IWORe); aled
by the rules framed under section’.26.1of sthe. Madeas Forest: Aet,; - Tl

\i'n the Raja under the general control of the ‘ Estate Collectof’ Thi ste
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fdgepvation iof the-Manda  and/Rella blooks is pending notifieation imthé
DisArict Gagefto. -i*Fars-it,racn'lg"»-thé boundaries . wap nob: attempted;
though steps were. tuken: to guard the reserves. against- firs),. Tnder
tule 11.of the yules framed.for the management. of the estate. forests,
fresh “*, podu,”’ cultivation was charged; to compensate the hill mew:for
this westriction, some unreserves in thé Manda and Rella blocks were, yet
apart.for ‘ podu 7. cultivation. The, mulimetty system was,continyed
duning the fasli, as the lavy of fees from the villagers at a fixed|rste,
allowing them to collect timber and wood fram the forests for.agriy
spltural and domestic _purposes, ;served . a8 an, effective : check against
indiscriminate extraction of the major. forest produce. i Only s sum of
Ra. 918-0ut of. Rs..2,084, the arrears due for faslis 1339 apd 1340 and a
gum of Re. 2,244 out of. Rs. 8,408 .due for faslii1341 were realized
towards these fees, and that with much difficulty; the estate cannot
legally, enforce payment in view .of rule 5 of the rules regulating the
management of the estate forests, byt can collect them only.as a customary
levy. . The timber depot intended to supply timber for departmental
works worked well. The system of prepayment of royalty on estimated
guantities of timber removed from the forests continued, but receiptg fell
owing to a lack of demand by, the Public Works and Local Fung depart-
ments. There was a heavy fall in the receipts from the minor produce
algo, as there was no- demand for vasanta powder and little demand for
{amarind.  The scheme report for the methodical wotking of the forests
has since been-approved by the Courtand the works contemplated in it
will be taken yp for execution ini the current fagli.” As & measuré’ of
retrenchment, the Court terminated the services of the Forest Rangéf
with effect from st April 1982, hésides abolishing thie'posts‘of two ko ot
g’g’q,j'-ds;,'fqﬁijep watchmen and one pen. " 7 e

" 'Phe resurvey of the resérved blocks in the Ma.rungqpmi‘esthtei-and
their mapping have been completed and e revised notification will be
{uwired soon. The Revenue Inspectors have been declared Forest Officers
40 ‘far.-as the unreserves are concerned. . One hundred and thirty~
eight offénces of goat grazing; illicit fellings, etc., were detected. in the
fasli: -+ For want.of proper bids nene of the thirteen forest coupes could
bo 'sofd.in auction. The reorganization.of the forest establishment was
given. éffect to from 1st November 1031 and the manyam lands; of the
fotest watchers have also been resumed.. , A
i~ ...'Thers are nio thick forests in the Serugada estate. The, forests are
pow heing :managed depertmentally.  The forest.in Koppaka,’ SOpt}j‘
Yalluru; Part I, was taken possession of by the estate thrOth..?ﬁQi, C“’I
Conrt'and:leased out for fasli 1842. .. . ., . . . .. L
n,',,"" (f ) Engiiry tpto indam aliénations.—In Serugada there Were 938
¢ases to be enquired into, including. cases of kamms jirayati, of which 29%
were' disposed of in the fasli. Tn Knrupam the enquiry into inam alisnas
tions was continued duting the fasli and 150 cases were disposed ‘of}
Teaving a balancé of 42 cades: The levy of assessment .in.respact of the
faunied inams and-the enhancement of kattubadi in regard te the inams
#étained for dotitinuance ‘of the prescribed services have resulted - in aaf

a8

additional ennadl income ofi'Rs. 7,148 1o the estate,. Out of a totsl
niimber 'of 750 ' fields  in''thd - Marungupuri-'éstate; ~ 655 fields Had: bees
ﬁ‘XMﬁidlod ﬂij te Se'ptemher‘lma b X TRRETY B At Ll i Vo, 3
b n(g) Important occurenves ~—Thé late ' 'Rani’Sakibi- of ' Serugada

died 6n '16th Tanuary 1982.." The Ceurt conséquently’ took: over the
menagement of Hex privnfté propétty and of the partible propertyand of
ﬂ_mmyan‘«t'emples:' “‘i"‘ "."r'-‘f'f ll"“"!lr'w 0! S e
v '01" Conditidn of tenants. —With referbtice {0 G108, No: 662, Reveniig,
Hated 15th August 1890, No. 393, Revenie, " ddted bth' June' 1804 and
No. 239, ReVenue, dated 5th March 190§ , the, Cdﬁn“‘sjfpb'h"cﬁté a sthtdiient
{abperix Ty showitig' the ondition’of tenanits in the” dstatéq nider its
biperintendende, "1 L ) T e e
" Soercive progesses Were, not, resorted to, in the  estabes of Serugada;
fetratti and. Ilniyarasanendal, Part I; in the estates,of Bagalpr,
Kedambur and; Arni (expept cin, fasli 13417 ithey, were, utilized .ver
speringly, whila in Kyrupam, Soyth: Valluru, Part I, Arpi (jn. fasli 1341),
i‘or,qwipa,laiya.u;, Marungapuri and Mannarkottai they, were, used freely.
In Sivagangn -the demend .on about .9 per cent.of the iholdings was
collected by coercive processes under section 77-of the, Estates Land- Aot
and.on abautb.per cent, under section 112 of the Kstetes Land Act..  The
very large number of distraints ‘effected in fasli 1338 was made necessary
by & cpmpaign by the Ryots’ Sangam for non-payment of rents. The
fhcreage diiring the quingjennium, of about 1 per edit in the nimber of
iaAd attaghments,is die to the act that'in view of the Fiadyal fall in' tHe
price.of paddy it was difficult to collbot drrears from the ryots who fotind
it harder to pay the current demend. . Iﬂaﬁmos\tall the éstates, vf:'ﬁh ‘the
exception of South Vallury, Part I, Arni, Mantatkottdl an'd Kadanbir,
suits under Madras Act I of 1908 for the recovery of rents were filed in
large numbers. In Poravipalaiyam, as pattas and muchilikas have not
been exchanged with the tenants, the coercive processes provided by the
Fstates Land Act cannot be used; the only possible method of coercion,
civil suits, had frequently to be employed. _

The feature of the quinquennium under report has been the general
economic depression, with the consequent slump in prices.” Only in Arni,
Bagalur, Metratti and Marungapuri are the ryots generally solvent and
here their condition can be said to be satisfactory on the whole. In
Bagalur the tenants borrow money temporarily and repay immediately
after harvest. In Arni, the ryots obtain loans from the Government under
the Land Improvement and Agriculturists’ Loans Act on the security of
their holdings and also from the co-operative societies started in several
villages of the estate. The rybts of Serugada are generally poor and are
indebted to the co-operative banks and sowcars. In Kurupam, the ryots
are generally poor and indebted; they have become increasingly so owing
to successive bad seasons during the last two or three years. With a
view to bettering their condition, large amounts are being spent on the
improvement of the irrigation sources. The question of introducing
survey and gettlement has been dropped for financial reasons. In South
Valluru, Part I, the standard of living rose during the preceding period
of high prices and many tenants have become heavily indebted as-a
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result of the fall in prices. In Poravipalaiyam the tenants wgre
pdversely affected during the latter part of the quinquennium by ghe
general trade depression or by untimely or scanty rainfall. The Mapnar-
jkottai ryots are generally poor and have not the resources to re,z.h}i’n and
improve their lands. In Ilaiyarasanendal, Part I, and Kadgspbyr more
than 50 per cent of the ryots are indebted. Their condition hag becomg
worse owing to continual adverse seasons and the fall jn thy price of
icotton. In Sivaganga the tenants are generally poor. It wag hoped in
tthe report for the last quinquennium' that the lands in this gstate would
command. & better value under the'cash rent tenure. Ewver sipce the intro-
duction of commutation, there has been a series of bad seagons, with the
result that the paying capacity of the tenants has been very much lower
than was anticipated. In the case of those tenapts who embarked upon
litigation with the estate, an appreciable portion of their resources was
spent in courts and, during the pendency of these suits, the arrears on
their pattas accumulated. The estate has _do.ne much to relieve the
poverty of the tenants by granting liberal remission of rents in faslis 1340
and 1341 for adverse seasonal conditions as well as for economic depres-
gion. Still, the condition of the tenamts will not improve materially
until the present economic conditions change and are followed by a series
‘of years of good season and the pricee of paddy gg very much higher than
they are now.

 22. General.—In paragraphs 7 and 21 aboye, the Court has dealt in
detail with the general economic situation in the various estates. It only
remains to add that in the case of all but'a few estates that are financidlly
tvell off, fasli 1341 was again a period of congiderable anxiety both to the
bourt,g'f‘ ;?,Vards and to its officers. in the various districts. o
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APPENDIX A,

No. I—8tatement showing the ages, etc., of the wards and the periods during which the estates have been under

management at the end of fasli 1841 (1931-82).
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‘ ~ IN INDIA

The Supermtsndent Nazarr Kanony Hinp Press, Allshabed.
TaE BANGALORE PRINTING AND Pysuisaina Co. Lrn Bangalore City.
M. C. Kornari, Bookseller, Publisher and Newspaper Agent Raopur
Road Barodg. -
. SUNDER PsN Npunrana, Kalbadevi Road, Bombay
D B. Tararorevara Sons & Co., Bomb ay )
TaAcKER & Co. (L1p.); Bomba}y ‘
N: 8. WagLe erculutmg Agent and Bookseller, No. 8, Tribhuvan Road,
Girgaon, ﬁomba .
Tr]{f Busma Boox Crus (Lrp.), 240-a, Merchant Street, vRa‘ngoon,
urma. .

Tug Book Coumpany, Calcutta.

‘BurrERworTH & Co, (L1p.), 6, Hastings Street, Caleuttu

R. Camaray & Co., Calcutta. ?

THAOKER, SPINK & Co 8; Esplanade East, Calcutta.

SHRI SHANKAR K ARNATAKA. PusTARA BHANDARA Malamadd Dharwar,

TeEp DoMinton “Boor' ConbtErN, Booksellers, bubhshers, ﬁiain Road,
Hyderabad.

RaMaxrriseNa & Sons, Lahore.

i

The Proprietor, Tae PuNsas SANSKRIT Boox Drror, Motxlal Banarsxdass

Saidmitha Street, Lahore.
Tae Urper INDIA BusnisEiNg Housp (Ltp.), Lucknow. '
THE CHRISTIAN anuunn SocteTy ¥oR Imm\, Post Box No. 501, P T
ras.
Crry Book Co., Post Box No. 283, Madru.s
chmuomsus Lrp.), Mount Road, Madras,
Tae Law Boox Deror (Lrp.), 16 & lé Francxs Joseph Streeb Madras.
8. MurTEY & Co., Madras.
G. A. NaTesax & Co., Madras. ‘
P. R, Rama Tven &' (50 Madras.
P. VaRapaoHARI & Co., Booksellers, 8, Linga Chettx Street,. Madms. ,
l‘nn UNIVERSAL Punmsmna Co., Bezwada (Madras).
D. Sner KRIsHNAMURTAI, ~ Ed,ltor, “ Grama Panpalana,” Morrispet,
Tenah Guntur (Madrasi
dopmnmnm Kong, deumantapam, Madura (Madras).
m-. Monr.m: Stores, Salem (Madras)
Tm(x& Séuvr)r.mrmvn CoO-0PERATIVE anma UNION’ (Lrp.), Srmlhputtur
aaras !
S. (I\F?lISH;VASWAm & Co., Teppakulsm Post Tnchmopoly Fort
adras : .
A. VeNEATASUBBAN, Law Bookseller, Vellore (Madras)
N1vasarkar, Manager, *“ Hitawada,”” Nagpur. o
THE INTRRNATIONAL BoOK 8ervice, Booksellers, etc., Poona 4
Mﬁmﬁi?n DossaprAl SHAR, Books Agent, " Publisher and Pnnter, v
a}KO
Tug BOOKLOVERS’ Resonr, Booksellers and News Agents, kaaﬂ'
Tnvandrum ,

IN STRAlTS SETTLEMENTS
Tas :‘animr. Ruseer Staur Co,, Pen‘ung.;
NOTICE

Officlal publications may be obtained in the United Klngdom
. elther direct from -the office of the High Commissioner. for Indla,.
“India House, - Aldwyoh, London. WO 2, or thmugh any hooksoiler. '
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