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30th June 1930.

(True extract)
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Secretary.
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ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE ESTATES UNDER
THE COURT OF WARDS IN THE MADRAS, PRESI-
DENCY FOR FASLI 1339 (1929-30).

Estates under management.-——There were fifteen estates under
the Court’s superintendence at the end of fasli 1338. No estate
was handed over in fash 1339. The Serugada estate in the Ganjam
district was taken under management mm December 1929, The
appeal preferred to the High Cowrt against the Distiict Judge’s
decision with regard to the succession to the Uttumalai estate has
not yet been disposed of. The Court of Wards, therefore, still
continues its formal superintendence of the estate. The number of
estates under actual management at the end of the fashi was thus
sixteen.

2. Estates handed over —N1l.

8. Season.—The season was on the whole favourable or fair in the
major portion of Kurupam (Vizagapatam), South Valluru, Part I
(Kistna), Bagalur (Salem), Poravipalaiyam (Coimbatore), Kudapalli
S’I‘richinopoly), Sivaganga (major portion) (Ramnad), Ilaiyarasanen-

al, Part I and Kadambur (Tinnevelly). It was not favourable in
Bodokhemidi and Serugada (Ganjam), one firka in Kurupam (Vizaga-
patam), Ramapatnam and Metratti (Coimbatore), Marungapuri
(Trichinopoly) and one taluk in Sivaganga (Ramnad) owing to scanty
or untimely rainfall. In Mannarkottas (Ramnad) the season was
somewhat more favourable than in the previous bad year; although
there was a considerable increase in the rainfall 1 Arni (North
Arcot) there were no ood freshes in the Kamandhalanaganadhi and
the Cheyyar which irrigate thes greater part of the wet ayacuts in
two firkas of that estate ; and the north-east monsoon did not bring
enough water to the irrigation sources to enable the ryots to start
wet cultivation in time. This entailed the grant of waste and shaw
remission amounting t?about Rs. 2,800. An unfavourable season
in some parts of the¢ Tiruppattur taluk in the Sivaganga estate
led to seasonal remiésion on wet lands to the extent of nearly
Rs. 15,000.

4. Holdings—Leaving out of account the Shulagiri estate, which
was released from superintendence in the latter part of fasli- 1338,
and the SBerugada estate, which was taken under management in
the fash under report, the aggregatearea of tenants’ holdings in the
remaining fourteen estates that were under management during
both the faslis 1838 and 1339 (excluding as usual the rented
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villages) was 611,364 acres fasli 1339 as against 612,060 acres
in fashi 1338, as shown below :—
ACS.

Area in fasli 1338 e .. 625279
Deduct—Area of Shulagiri ... 13,219
Balanee ... 612,060

Area in fasll 1339 . 630,464
Eeduct——Estimated area of Serugada 19,100
Balance ... 611,364

The total decrease was ouly 696 acres. This was the net l'e_sult

of a large decieaso of 2,120 acres 1n Slvaganga’and some slight
" inereages in Kurupam (248 acres), §outll Valluru, Part 1 (3566 acx:es),
Arni (461 acres) and ngalgr (276 acres). The decrease In Slvai
ganga 18 under investigation. The increases m the four estates
referred to were due to new assignments during the fasli.

5. Cultivation.—The total extent cultivated was 698 per cent
of the holdings as against 748 per cent m fasli 1338. ‘lhe percen-
tages were above 79 in ten estates and less tha‘n tliat figure in t%}e
other five estates, viz., Bodokhemidi  (54'6), Kurupam (72:6),

Metratti (63-2), Poravipalaiyam (66'8) and Sivaganga (64-6).

The unfavourable character of the season in Bodokhemid:, Metratti

and in portions of Kurupam and Sivaganga esta't_es was responsible
for the low percentages in these estates. In Sivaganga, although
there was au increase in the cultivation of wet holdings, the great
decrease under dry cultivation 'brou.ght dpwn the total percentage
from 77-9 in fasli 1338 to 64°6 m this fash. The Estate Collector
has been asked to report the reasons for the Increase in the one case
and the decrease in the other.

6. Demand of estates.—The gross demand of all the esfates in
the fasli (excluding Serugada newly taken under management),
amounted to Rs. 2939 lakhs and the net demand to Rs. 29°16
lakhs, the remissions under all heads being Rs. 0-23 lakb. Among
the fourteen estates that were under management during Both the
faslis 1338 and 1339 there was, as shown bedpw,” a net increase of
Rs. 4,573 m the demand of fa_sli 13389 ; the wat.result of an mcrease
in nine estates and a decrease in five others—

RS.
Total net demand of fasli 1338 29,27,865
Deduct net demand of Shulagiri ... 16,600
Net demand of the remaining fourteen estates. 29,11,065
Total net demand of fashi 1339- ... 29,72,043
Deduct net Qemand of Serugada ... 56,405
Net demand of the remaining fourteen estates. 29,15,638
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There was an appreciable increase of about Rs. 46,000 in fow
estates and a decrease of about Rs. 42,000 in three estates as explained
below. The estates that were responsible for the bulk of the increasc
were Kurupam (Rs. 19,920) and Sivaganga (Rs. 14,099), while Rama-
patnam (Rs. 7,087) and Armi (Rs. 4,892) contributed their share.
The increase in Kurupam was due to the resumption of ipams and
the assignments sanctioned in the fasli and to the fact that interest
and costs on land revenue decrees outstanding from before assump-
tion were newly brought to account in the fasli. The smaller
amount of seasonal remissions granted during the fasli and the
favourable season in the major portion of the estate enbanced the
demand in Sivaganga. The demand in Ramapatnam rose owing
mainly to the increase in the rental of home-farm lands. The assign-
ment of the large extent of lands under siwayi-jama occupation in
which the right of occupation did not exist, mainly contributed to
the increase in Arni. The decrease occwrred mainly in Bodokhe-
midi (Rs. 25,682), South Valluru, Part I (Rs. 18,765) and Poravi-
palaiyam (Rs. 2,759). The low bids realized at the resale of
mustajari villages held owing to the default of some of the mustajars
and the poox yield of crops in consequence of a bad season account
for the fall in Bodokhemidi. The decrease in South Valluru, Part I,
estate was mainly due to the fall in the revenue under lanka leases
and to a smaller collection of mazarana. The decrease 1m the other
estate, Poravipalaiyam, was small.,

7. Demand, collection and balance— Current—Qut of the total
current demand of Rs. 29-72 lakhs, Rs. 20-324 lakhs was collected
and Rs. 0022 lakh written off during the fasli, leaving a balance of
Rs. 9:37 lakhs at its clore. Excluding the subsequent collections
and remissions, as well as the amounts recommended for remission
after the close of the fasli, the net recoverable balance on the 1st
October 1930 was Rs. 830 lakhs or 27'9 per cent of the demand.
There was no balance in Poravipalaiyam, Ilaiyarasanendal, Part I,
and Kadambur. The balance was less than 1 per cent in five estates
i.e., Arni, Ramapatnam, Metratti, Kudapalli and Mannarkottai and
less than 10 per cent in three other estates, i.e., Marungapuri, South
Valluru, Part I, and Ba gﬁalur. It exceeded 25 per cent 1n the remain-
ing four estates, viz., Siviiganga (36°5), Bodokhemidi (85-0), Serugada
(332) and Kurupam-$27-9). The Estate Collector, Sivaganga,
attributes the poor collection to the changes resulting from the
mtroduction of commutation, to the fall in the price of grains, to the
restrictions in the grant of seasonal remissions and to the organized
agitation of the ryots in claiming seasonal remissions of rent for
waste lands and shapi crops as a matter of right, contrary to the
terms of the patta. As reported last year, the High Court has
decided that, under the terms of the patta, the estate has full dis-

. cretion to grant or refuse remission and that the ryots cannot claim

it as a matter of right. The ryots have sinece filed suits in

Revenue courts questioning the validity of commutation and
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praying for the grant of fresh pattas. An improvement in
eollection can be expected only after the test rent suits are disposed
of. The unsatisfactory collection in Bodokhemidi is attributed to
the heavy loss sustained by the mustajars in consequence of the
unfavourable season, and to the fact that the ex-inamdars have been
persistently withholding payment of the dues on resumed inams and
Eammi jirayiti lands in the hope that the estate’s right to resume
might not be upheld by courts, and that, even if they failed in
Courts, the proprietor might be prevailed upon to cancel the resump-
tion ordered by the Court of Wards on his taking over the manage-
ment of the estate. Suits have, however, been filed for the balances
in the Revenue Court, Chatrapur, and some of them have been
decided in favour of the estate. As any substantial progress in the
eollection of the balance can only be expected by the execution of
the decrees obtained, the Estate Collector has been directed to take
prompt and energetic steps in the matter. A good portion of the
balance in Serugada is said to be due from two contractors who have
withheld payment of their dues on the plea that the estate owes
them large amounts for the maramat work alleged to havebeen done
under the verbal orders of the late Zamindar. The Estate Collector
has been asked to take steps to settle their claims and make the
necessary adjustments. The large balance in Kurupam is said to be
due to the unfavourable season in one important firka, the total
failure of the dry gingelly crop, serious trade depression and, chiefly,
to the inclusion in the current demand of a large sum of 1nterest and
aosts on land revenue decrees from before assumption, the bulk of
which is not easily recoverable. The Court trusts that during the
current fasli proposals for writing off the unvealizable balances will
be submitted after careful enquiry.

8. Demand, collection and balance-—Arrears—The arrear demand
at the hegiming of the fasli amounted to R&. 22-51 lakhs of which
Rs. 16:03 lakhs were outstanding atits close. This year also there
were no arrears in Ramapatnam, Kudapalli, Tlaiyarasanendal, Part I,
and Kadambur. The arrear balances were again insigmificant in
Poravipalaiyam and Mannarkottai and below Rs. 1,000.1n Arni,
Bagalur and Metratti. They werelarge in ghe remaining six estates,
viz., Sivaganga (Rs. 11-16 lakhs), BodokLemidi (Rs. 2:28 lakhs),
Serugada (Rs, 0-90 lakh), Kurupam (Rs. 066 lakh), Marungapur
(Rs. 0-63 lakh). and South Valluru, Part I (0-38 lakh). The reasons
given above for the large current balance m Sivaganga apply to the
heavy arrear balance as well. The bulk of the arrear balance in Bodo-
khemidi is covered by suits and execution proceedings pending or to
be filed in Courts. The HEstate Collector was asked to see that all
possible steps were taken for the realization of the outstanding balances
1n view of therendition of the estate to the proprietor on 2nd December

1980. A portion of the arrear balance in Serugada is said to be due -

from the two contractors referred to in paragraph 7 above. The bulk
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of the remaining arvear balance is veported to be trrecoverable.  The
late Zammdar Jeft his accounts m a chaotic condition. 'The Hstate
Colleetor proposes to take timely steps m the current fash to collect
as much of the balance as possible and to submit proposals to write
off such of the arrears as ave found to be irvecoverable.  Most of the
arrears i Kurapam are covered by execution proceedings ; but the
Hstate Collector says that a major portion of them will have to be
recommended to be written off after due enquiry.  The poor eollee-
tion of the large arrear dues in Marongapurt s attributed to six
consecutive unfavourable seasons owing to which many of the default-
ing ryots have become more or less paupers and a good number
of them have emigrated leaving their holdings waste.  Lack of close
supervision on the part of the manager-and failwe to take coercive
processes  promptly  were also vesponsible for the poor resuit.
Negessary steps are being taken to effect improvement in the matter.
The arrear balance in the South Vallurn, Part I, estate includes,
as stated last vear, Rs. 10,676 due from the senior Zamindar
on account of advance eollections made by him, and the claim preferred
to the Official Receiver is still pending. Practically the whole
remaining balance is covered by legal proccedings, and the Collector
has been directed to take all possible steps for then speedy disposal.
9. Financial condilion.—The aggregate cash halance at the
beginning of the fash was Rs. 2:77 lakhs.  The total cash receipts
during the fash amounted to Rs. 36-68 lakhs. The total cash assets
of the fashi were thus Rs. 39-4H lakhe.  Dedueting the total cash
expenditwre aggregating Rs. 3526 lakhs, the cash balance at the
close of the fasli was Rs. 419 lakhs, Including Government promis-
sory notes, other seeurities and fixed deposits of the aggregate value
of Rs. 192 lakhs and the estimated value of grain (Rx, 042 lakh)
at the end of the fasli, the aggregate closing balance to the eredit
of the estates was Rs, 6:53 lakbs. The ordinary receipts and
chiarges of the fasli, after excluding the extraordinary items, were
Rs. 26-19 lakhs and Rs. 2082 lakhs respectively as shown below

RUPEYS
IN
N ' LAKHS,
Fotal eash veeeipis o L. 3668
Dechipet — ' ': RUPEYES
o .
LAKHS.
1. Debts vecovered (principal only) . 028
2. Rale proceeds of property 198
3. Amounts borvowed ... 308
Yo Negadi jasti .. 81
5. Refunds, vecoveries and deposits 434
—— 1049
Ordinary reeeipts .. e 3619
1, CW.~2



RUPEFS
IN
LARNS.
Total cash charges 3526
Dedyot—
RUPKES
IN
LAKHS.
1. Debts repaid (principal only) 894
2. Investments 0-27
3. Special purchases, donations, special
ceremonies, survey charges, ete. ... 21
4. Refunds, recoveries and repayments
of advances and deposits ... 312 1444
Ordinary charges ... y 20°82

Only in Marungapuri did the ordinary charges slightly exceed the
ordinary receipts owing to the high law charges incurred in the fasli
and the grant of increased allowances to the Zamindarni’s co-widows.

10. Utdlization of surplus balances—The closing balance,
including investments in Government and other securities and fixed
deposits, exceeded a lakh of rupees only in Bodokhemidi (Rs. 2:04
lakhs). It was nearly a lakh of rupees in Arni. The Court ordered
that the securities at the credit of Bodokhemidi (Rs. 1:09 lakhs)
should be sold and that the sale proceeds should be placed in short
term deposits in the Imperial Bank of India at Berhampur for payment
of the bills of survey charges as they are received. A cheque
for Rs. 67,086 was issued in favour of the proprietor when he
assumed charge on the 2nd December 1930. A major portion of
the surplus in Arni will be utilized for the repayment of debts to the
creditors during fasli 1340. A sum of Rs. 0-18 lakh was paid m
the current fasli up to 1st November 1930.

11. Agricultural improvements.—This year, again, Bodokhemidi
was the only estate in which an agricultural farm was maintained ;
and paddy alone was raised on the farm for purposes of demonstra-
tion. Although the yield on the farm was less than that in the
previous fasli, owing to want of timely and sufficient rain, it was
much more than that on similar lands in the vicinity cultivated by
the ryots in the usual way, and the improved methods of cultivation
demonstrated are gaining ground among &e ryot population in the
locality and in the neighbourhood. The Ceurt hopes that the
proprietor, who has since assumed charge, will seek the advice of the
Assistant Agricultural Demonstrator and continue to work the farm
on right lines.

As reported last year, only the Valanadu pannai lands in
Marungapuri were selected for departmental cultivation. The ques-
tion of working these lands departmentally will be considered only
after ascertaining the sub-soil supply of water by digging a trial pit
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in the existing big well.  The work has Leen ordered to be post-
poned till the ramny season is over. As the system of working
the small piece of pannai land in Serugada departmentally proved
a complete failure under thelate Zammdar, the Court abandoned 1t
and the land has been leased out.

12. Percenlaye of establishment charges and Government commis-
sion to the normal receipts.—The average percentage in the fash was
17-5 against 16°9 in fasli 1338. The percentage exceeded 20 m
Bodokhemidi (21°5), Kurupam (22'9) and Marungapuri (24:5). The
Increase in Bodokhemidi was owing to the decrease in the receipts
and the employment of a large temporary staff for filing suts for
the recovery of rents due on kammi jirayat? lands and resumed mams.
The higber percentage in Kurupam was due to the entertainment of
special and temporary establishments for enquiring into inam
alienations and for the survey of encroachments and waste lands for
assignments and to the expenditure incurred in connection with the
training of an Assistant Ranger in the Forest College at Coimbatore.
But the percentage in these two cases did not exceed the limit of 25
prescribed for unsurveyed estates in note (8) to C.8.0. No. 1b.
The fall in the estimated receipts of the outstanding arrears covered
by suits and decrees and the necessity for the employment of
a highly paid manager contributed to the increase in Marungapurl
In the other estates the percentages ranged between 9'5 and 19.

13. Maramat works—The Court continued to devote as much
attention to this important branch of administration as the finances
of each estate allowed. In Marungapuri a good portion of the
allotments provided in the budget had to be surrendered as the
estate overseer fell ill and there was no one to attend to his work
for some time. No work was done in Serugada as the estate was
taken up only late in the fasli and as the services of a competent
overseer could not be sccured in time. An overseer has since been
employed, and the Estate Collectoy has been asked to see that the
works are taken up in the order of urgency and that the allotment
provided in the current year’s budget 1s fully spent within the fasli.
The entire allotment for 1rrigation works in Arni was spent, and the
ryots, who have benefited materially by these systematic repairs,
pay their rents readily. an Ramapatpam the allotment could not be
fully utilized in the fasli~@wing to the presence of water in the two
tanks on account of unexypected rains. Of the total expenditure of
Rs. 1'64 lakhs on works in Sivaganga,a sum of Rs. 1-15 lakhs was
spent on irrigation works which comprised contribution paid for
rvepairs done by the Government Public Works Department to the
Periyar channel in Government limits, thorough repairs to minor
tanks, maintenance repairs to tanks previously brought to order,
petty repairs to tanks in bad ovder, silt clearance from channels,.
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construction of and repairs to siuices and weirs, revelment of a
few tank bunds and construction of a few cross diainage works.

The total maramat allotment 1n all the estates under management,
including the Trust institutions, was 3'48 lakhs.  The value of the
work done and the work paid for amounted to Rs. 3:23 lakhs and
Rs. 8-15 lakhs or 92'9 per cent and 90'6 per cent respectively, of
the alltment. The maramat expenditure m the fasli was 12:3 per
cent of the total ordinary charges (Rs. 25:66 lakhs) including those
of the Trust institutions. Among the cstates in which the allotment
was more than Rs. 5,000 the percentage of expenditure to allotment
exceeded 75 in all the estates except in Kurupam (71°1). The
short expenditure in this estate is ascribed to scarcity of labour
owing to the higher 1ates prevailing in the locality, the reluctance
of contractors to accept the rates adopted in the sanctioned estimates
and the failure of the estate to supply promptly seasoned wood In
the initial stages. The timber depot at Kurupam intended for the
supply of woud for departmental works is said to be working well at
present. The Cowrt trusts that, by adopting 1m the estimates the
rates obtaining in the locality, the budget allotment 1n the current
fasli will be fully utilized.

It was not possible to take up during the fasli or aiter 1ts close,
the only irrigation project, the Bhramarapur’ reservoir, m the
Bodokhemidi estate, as detailed plans and estimates were not ready
and as the estate had to be released from superintendence early mn
December 1930.

14. Debts due to the estates—The total amount (as revised) of
debts due to the several estates under management at the beginning
of the fasli was Rs. 898 lakhs. In this fasli also, no new loans
were granted. Including the debts newly brought to account
(Rs. 017 lakh) and the interest and costs that accrued durmng the
fasli (Rs. 0°13 lakh), the aggregate amount.due was Rs. 9:28 lakhs.
Of this, Rs. 0:33 lakh was collectedl and Rs. 0-13 lakh was wntten
off, leaving a balance of Rs. 8:82 lakhs at the close of the fasl.
The outstanding balance was large in South Valluru, Part I (Rs. 6:65
lakhs), Kurupam (Rs. 0-43 lakh), Serugada (Rs. 041 lakh), Poravi-

alaiyam (Rs. 0-40 lakh), Marungapuri (Rs, 0'38 lakh) and Kudapalli
Rs. 034 lakh). Almost the entire outstdnding debt in the South
Valluru, Part I, estate is due from the s@mor «Zamindar under the
final partition decree of the High Court. During the fasli the
Official Receiver administering the senior Zamindar’s estate paid
a dividend of only Rs. 9,074. 1t is not hikely that he will be able to
pay any further substantial dividend.. Some of the debts in Kuru-
pam are not yet due, some are covered by various instalment bonds
and are being gradually recovered and the rest are covered by suits
and execution proceedings pending or to be be filed in Courts. The
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dstate Collector has apparently included m his statements ouly the
instalment and interest that fell due and were collected 1n the fasli
out of the debt due by the Zamindar of Chemudu. The bulk of the
debt due to Serugada consists of amounts which are either covered
by suits and execution proceedings pending in Courts or for which
execution proceedings will be launched shorty. The Estate
Collector has been asked to dirvect the estate pleader to take prompt
steps for the disposal of the legal proceedings and to see that the
remaining execution petitions are filed without delay. The out-
standing debt in Poravipalaiyam is made up of two amounts covered
by an execution petition (Rs. 0-32 lakh) and a civil suit (Rs. 0-08
lakh). With the exception of the amounts believed or ascertained
to be irrecoverable, the debts due to Marungapuri are also covered
by suits and execution proceedings pending or to be filed in courts.
Almost all the outstanding debts in Kudapalli are said to be irre-
coverable. Steps will be taken to write them off after the sale of
certain lands attached in execution of a decree of the Mayavaram
Sub-Court.

15. Debis due by the estates.—The liabilities of the estatesat the
beginning of the fasli amounted to Rs. 15:61 lakhs. Debts aggre-
gating Rs. 8:09 lakhs were newly contracted in the fasli, and the
debts newly brought to account amounted to 0-09 lakh. Adding to
these the interest and costs (Rs. 0-83 lakh) that accrued or were
decreed during the fasli, the total liabilities of the estates amounted
to Rs. 19-62 lakhs. Of this, Rs. 967 lakhs was repaid and Rs. 0-59
lakh was struck off during the fash, leaving a balance of Rs. 9-36
lakbs at its close. The outstanding debts exceeded one lakh in
Kurupam (Rs. 287 lakhs), South Valluru, Part I (Rs. 3-11 lakhs)
and Arni (Rs. 177 lakhs) and Rs. 50,000 in Kudapalli (Rs. 0-57
lakh). Paragraph 19 below deals with the encumbered estates of
Kurupam, South Valluru, Part I, and Arni. The bulk of the debts
of Kudapalli is due to the Zamindar of Turaiyur. A sum of
Rs. 13,500 was paid to him i the fasli for both principal and
interest. He has since applied for the return of the entire loan to
enable him to liquidate his own debts. The Kstate Collector has
been diretted to inform him that the Court regrets its inability to
comply with his request.but that every attempt will be made to re
the debt as fundsaceruge Owing to the favourable season, the Estate
Collector, Sivaganga, was able to repay completely during the fasli
the large debt of Rs. 4 lakhs outstanding at its beginming. The
Court has pointed out to him that it 13 now the duty of the estate
officials to build up a substantial surplus as a reserve and for the
expansion of the irrigation and other activities.

16. Education.—The Cowrt’s wards of schovl-gomng age studied
mostly in local schools and colleges, as 1 the previous years. The
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Metratti ward appeared privately for the 8.8, 1. C. examination in
two subjects, but failed in the vernacular. The Poravipalaiyam
ward who continued his studies in the Stanes Kuropean High School,
Coimbatore, was promoted to the fifth standard ; his progress was
only fair and there is still room for improvement. The senior ward
of the Ilaivarasanendal, Part I, estate and his brother continued to
study in the Board High School, Koilpatti. The former was not
selected 1o appear for the School Final examination as he did not
obtain the required marks. The Court trusts that he will show
hetter progress in the current fasli and will pass the ensuing S.8.L.C.
examination. The latter was promoted to the fourth form, and his
progress is reported to be satisfactory. The senior Kadambur ward
and his sister were reading in the local George Elementary School
and were promoted to the third class. Their progress was reported
to be quite satisfactory. The junior ward is still too young fto be
gent to school. The Mannarkottai ward studying in the A.V. High
School at Sattur was not promoted from the third form as, in spite of
the appointment of a private tutor, he eymeed no inclination to
study and his progress was very poor. The question of removing

him to Srivilliputtur has been dropped for financial reasons. The

Collector has been requested to instruct the Sub-Collector, Sivakasi,
to pay special attention to his progress and to arrange for his tutor’s
roper control over him. The South Valluru ward who attended
the P.S. High School, Mylapore, from October 1929 was promoted
to the first form in Junme 1930. As, however, the medium of
instruction in that school is Tamil while the ward’s mother-tongue
is Telugu, the Court withdrew him from school for & year; he 18 to
study at home under his guardian and a tutor until he reaches the
third form standard. The services of the former tutor-guardian
were dispensed with and MR.Ry. R. V. V. 8. Prasad Rao, .4, B.L,
who is a member of a Zamindar1 family and a keen sportsman, has
been appointed in his place since July 1930. The educational
progress of the Kurupam wards durng the year was reported to be
" satisfactory and their behaviour good. They continued under the
guardianship of their mother and the supervision of their maternal
grandfather, the Raja Saheb and Ruling Chief of Talcher Feudatory
State, who has been appointed their honorary male guardian. The
senior ward has been admitted into the schéol at Talcher since the
close of the fasli, and his brother was expected ‘to join the school
shortly afterwards. Mr. Babu Chandramanidas, M.A., has been
appointed their private tutor. The Serugada ward, who was 1n the
Rajkumar College at Raipur when the estate was taken under
management, continues his studies there. The Court 18 glad to note
that he is an able and hardworking boy and that, in the last
examination, he stood first in a class of eight Kwinars in the College.
His two brothers have been admitted in the school at Aska since
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the close of the fasli.  The Bodokhemidi ward. who was ke

Berhampur under the tutelage of Captain H. A. ’i‘ ]gralzziqfi{(l(vg{ﬁom
the end of November 1929, was sent to Digapahandi thereafter witl
the tutor-guardian to receive training in estate administration. He
soon fell 1ll, however, and was sent to Ootacamund for a change and
treatment, which was successful. He has considerably improved
his knowledge of English and has been making some progress in the
study of law and book-keeping. He has been undergoing adminis-
trative training since his return from Ootacamund. The Ra.mapa"c-
nam ward evinced great interest in learning estate administration
The Marungapuri Zamindarni, her co-widows and the two daughteré
of the late Zamindar are reported to have acquired a fair knowledge
of the subjects taught to them by the two separate lady tutors
appointed for the purpose. The Bagalur Poligar’s son continued his
studies in the Government School, Bangalore. The Arni Jagirdar’s
second son has gone to England for higher education. |

The health and conduct of all th rd .-
were generally satisfactory. ¢ wards except Bodokhemidi

 17. Suits.—The appeal in the High Court relatin -
sion to the Uttumalai estate is pendiﬁgg. It 1s, howe;sref-o f&%ﬁﬁﬁf&
that, in pursuance of the District Court’s decree, the estate has been
handed over to the successful claimant, M.R.Ry.’M. Subbayya Tevar
the brother of the late Zamindarni, on his furnishing ‘adequate;
security. The appeal filed in the High Court by Vairavan Servai
laying claim to the Sivaganga Zamindari and the appeals and revision
petitions filed by the estate against the decision of the Sub-Judge
Sivaganga, dismissing the suits for the recovery of survey costs from
the ex-lessees of villages, are still pending. The Sub-J udge, Siva-
ganga, has decided in favour of the estate the suit filed by the estate
for the recovery of cesses of the permanently leased villages of the
Varappur Palaiyam, holding that, as the villages did not form an
independent Palaiyam or Rayj, the enjoyer who was only an inter-
mediate landholder under the Madras Tocal Boards Act was bound
to pay the land and other cesses to the estate. The appeal I;referred
by the proprietor of Varappur to the District Court, Ramnad, against
this decision is pending, It was reported last vear that the High
Court had held that the ryots who had aeceptéd teerwapati ttgaq
were not entitled to remission as a matter of right and hadpremla)?lde&
for a finding by the lower Court the question of the validity of the
patta tendered. The District Judge has found this questiog also 1
favour of the estate. A large number of distraint and land atta }lnn
ment suits filed against the estate in faslis 1338 and 1339 are (ti]i
pending and the estate has to file a number of rent suits to vor
the arrears from becoming time-barred, prevent
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The compromise of the appeal, known as the Koppaka Dam
appeal, filed in the High Court on beball of the South Valluru
ward in the matter of lus right to the water in the Tamileru river
is under negotiation. The suit filed in the District Court, West
Godavari, for the cancellation of the alienation made by the senior
Zamindar of 216 acres of kammi banjars in Satyavole has been com-
promised.” The question of preferring an appeal to the Privy Council
against the High Court’s decision in regard to the ownership of
certain lanka accretions in the Valluru village jointly with the pur-
chaser of the Valluru village, Part II, who was interested in half the
extent of the suit land, has been dropped, as the purchaser was not
willing to co-operate and the Court was not prepared to conduct the
appeal single-handed and bear its full cost. The compromise of the
Koppaka forest alienation suit bas practically fallen through and the
suit 1s proceeding. None of the contested suits relating to the reco-
very of vent in Ravagunta have been decided yet.

The two suits relating to the Kurupam estate referred to in the
last report are still pending. The revision petitions in the High
Court with regard to the Bodokhemidi ryots’ claim to occupancy
right in the ¢ Hetta’ or hom2-farm lands in Goutami viilage are not
yet disposed of, The appeals filed in the High Court by Appala-
narasaya Chetti during the life time of the late Zamindar of Seru-
gada and that filed after the estate came "under the Court’s
management by the late Zamindar’s pleader M.R.Ry. Appikatla
Thumbunadham Pantulu for the recovery of the fees (about
Rs. 16,000) alleged to be due to him, have not yet bean disposed of.

18. Religious and charitable institutions.—Separate accounts
continued to be maintained for the religious and charitable institu-
tions which have separate endowments and of which the wards are
the hereditary trustees. There were such trust institutions in
Bodokhemidi, Kurupam, Poravipalaiyam, Kudapalli, Marungapuri
and Sivaganga., Their administration was satisfactory and their
financial condition was generally good. The Hindu Religious
Endowments Board exercises jurisdiction over the religious institu-
tions. The petition filed by certain Chettiyars applying for a scheme
of management for the Kalaiyar Koil templéein the Sivaganga estate
ig still under enquiry by the Hindu Religidas Endowments Board.

The Chemudu Zamindar has not yet agreed to the settlement of -

accounts with the Kurupam estate sanctioned by the Court of Wards
and Jammidivalasa village forming the endowment of the Sri Surya-
narayanaswamivaru temple belonging to the estate continues in his
possession. The contemplated swt for its recovery has not yet been
filed. No separate accounts are maintained for the four ayan temples
in the Serugada estate. But the Hindu Religious Endowments
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Board classified one of them as a trust temple. The objection
petition filed in the Distriet Court by the late Zamindar to declare
1t a private one is pending.

19. Encumbered estates.—The provisions of section 45 of the
Court of Wards Act continued to be in force in the estates of
Kurupam, South Valluru, Part I, Arni and Bagalur. The debts

. due by the Kurupam estate at the beginning of the fasli ‘were

Rs. 351 lakhs. A fresh loan of Rs. 0-35 lakh was taken from the

Imperial Bank of India, Madras, during the fash to discharge the debt

due to Perla Annapurnamma Gtaru of Vizianagram, one of the big

claimants, and the interest acerued was Rs. 0-21 lakh. The total liabi-

lities of the estate thus aggregated Rs. 4:07 lakhs. Debts amounting to

Rs. 1-14 lakhs were discharged during the fasli, besides Rs. 0-06 lakh

foregone by the claimants in consideration of immediate payment.

Of the balance of Rs. 2-87 lakhs outstanding at the close of the fasli,

Rs. 2,565,500 represents theloan from the Imperial Bank of India which

is being repaid in half-yearly instalments. The liabilities of the South

Valluru, Part I, estate at the beginning of the fash amounted to

Rs. 3:68 lakhs. A sum of Rs. 2:66 lakhs was borrowed from the

TImperial Bank of India, Madras, to discharge the mortgage debt due

to Mothey Gangaraju of Ellore and others, as they agreed to forego

Rs. 25,000 of the amount due to themif the balance was paid at once.

The cost decreed against the estate in some suits and appeals

amounted to Rs. 4,0%7 and the interest accrued was Rs. 12,590, Of

the total liabilities of Rs. 6:50 lakhs, Rs. 292 lakhs was repaid and

Rs. 0:47 lakh was struck off during the fasli, leaving Rs. 3-11 lakhs

at its close. The debts due by Armi, inclusive of the interest of

Rs. 007 lakh that accrued during the fasli, amounted o Rs. 2:33

lakhs of which Rs. 50,812 were paid off and Rs. 5,414 were foregone

by creditors. The debts due at the end of the fash were thus

Rs. 1'77 lakhs. The only debt due by Bagalur with interest up to

80th June 1930 amounted to Rs. 86,738. As compound interest

appears to have been calculated on the decree debt, a reference has

been made to the Estate Collector. The actual amount due will
probably be less. The question of payment of this debt has been
postponed pending settlement of the dispute concerning the person.
entitled to receive the amount. The Court has ordered that in the

meantime, the available surplus should be invested in Government
securities, :

~ 20. Miscellancous—(a) Schools.—Subject to the general control of
the Estate Collector, the Raja of Sivaganga continued to supervise
and manage the Raja’s High School and Alice Millar Girls’ School at
the estate headquarters. Both 'the institutions worked at a loss
during this fasli also. The High School results in the public examina-
tion were not 8o good a8 in the previous years. The decrease in the

1, C.W.—§
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percentage of sucoess 1s ascribed to the fact that some students,
although backward in their studies, were sent up for the examination
as they were over twenty years of age. The school took part in the
District School Sports and won the hockey cup (for the fifth year in
succession), the relay shield and eighteen medals. An additional
scout troop was formed during the fasli. ‘

The Bodokhemid: estate continued to maintain the George Middle
School and the two elementary schools (one for boys and the other
for girls). In the three schools all of the staff are trained teachers.
In the middle school only half the standard fees were levied and 22
poor boys were altogether exempted from payment of fees. Free
education continued to be given in both the elementary schools.

(b) Survey—The special estate survey staff employed in the
Sivaganga estate since 1st March 1928, to attend to the large num-
ber of subdivisions that had to be demarcated and measured and
embodied in the plans and accounts, continued to attend to the suits
arising out of the survey, the work connected with encroachments
and assignments, the measuring and plotting of supplemental sub-
divisions and the correction of survey records. The number of sub-
divisions effected in the fasli was only 6,099 against 9,683 in fash
1338. The decrease is attributed to the absence of one surveyor on
leave for six months and to another post being vacant for about five
months owing to want of suitable applicants. The special Govern-
ment survey staff appointed by the Distriet Collector for the main-
tenance of survey marks bas been working in the estate since December
1928. This staff was engaged in the fasli in the preparation of pre-
maintenanoe records and in training some of the estate karnams in
survey. They handed over to the karnams during the fasli the pre-
maintenance records of 196 groups and these have begun the stone
inspection work. Survey schools were held at three centres and 44
karnams were trained in them. The final proofs of the taluk maps

reparad for all the seven taluks of%the estate have been passed and
sent to the Director of Survey. Clean maps for one taluk have singe
been received. The survey costs recovered from the ryots during the
fasli were only Rs. 5,588 against Rs. 23,323 in fasli 1338. Of the
balance of Rs. 71,949, about Rs. 50,000 18 covered by the appeals
pending in the High Court. . "

The survey of the 150 villages of the Bodokhemidi estate
(excluding the three villages already eurveyedz, which began in
February 1928, was completed during the fasli; and the survey
records of these villages and of the two villages already surveyed
were received by the Manager by the end of July 1930.

. ; The
hasnot yet been declared final. The maintenance of surveys;:‘;-%‘;
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in all these villages will have to be taken up after the survey |1Ms

b

been declared final. The question of the preparation of a recoydy.
rights and settlement of rents has been dropped.

The supplemental survey of the delty ¥ilia
Valluru, Part I, estate is being carried on Mg =
ment. A special Revenue Inspector i1s now woMsgg 1n-tLg
villages of the Koppaka tana to bring the maintenance and subdivi-
sion work up-to-date. In 1900 when the Serugada estate was last
under the Court’s management, a cadastral survey was carried out.
But the Iate Zamindar entively neglected the maintenance of the
survey marks and consequently almost all of them are missing. As
the benefit of the survey will be lost unless the maintenance work 1s
attended to now, the Court has ordered that the work should be
attended to when making the enquiry into the inam alienations and
has directed that the proposal for the entertainment of the special
staff required for the purpose should be submitted after serutinizing
the state of the existing survey marks. , R

Survey stones had not been planted in all the 52 villages of the
Kurupam estate surveyed during the time of the late Zamindar and.
his father, nor was their maintenance attended to before or after
assumption. In view of the encumbered condition of the estate, the
Court has dropped the proposal to have the whole estate surveyed
under the Madras Survey and Boundaries Act. ‘

The question of ascertaining the condition of the survey marks
in the Marungapuri estate and taking steps for their maintenanece,
after reconciling the old estate survey records with those of the recent
Government survey made in portions of the estate in which Govern-
ment are interested, i1s under correspondence. ’

(¢) Commutation and setllement.—The area commuted in the
fasli in the Sivaganga estate was 6,812 acres and the total arca

‘commuted up to the end of the fasli amounted to 82 per cent of the

entire area to be commuted. The estate settlement staff was engaged
during the fasli in checking and passing the consent’ statements
recorded and sent by the Taluk staif, correcting settlement records,
preparing settlement registers and attending to the correspondence
relating to settlement o matters. The preparation of settlement
registers for printing *Mfas been completed for all the commuted
villages. The settlement of cowles and manibams has also been
completed. )

(d) Forests.—The forests in Sivaganga and Arni were worked
under the rules sanctioned by Government under sections 26 and 32
of the Madras Forest Act; and in the forests in Kurupam and
Marungapuri the rules under section 26 of the Act continued to be
enforced. The supervision of the administration of the forests in

22“4
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Sivaganga still vests in the Raja, under the general control of the
Estate Collector. The sale of the minor forest produce continued
and a small amount was also realized from grazing fees. The fuel
depot at Sivaganga, which was supplied with fuel from a coupe of
Melakadu forest, showed a net profit of Rs. 975 against Rs. 687 in
fasli 1338. The proposed division of the twenty-four reserved forests
into four groups has been sanctioned. The forests in the first two
groups are to be worked departmentally on a rotation of thirty years
for supplying fuel to the depot at Sivaganga and those in the other two
groups are being divided into coupes which will be sold in auction for
fuel on a similar rotationsystem. A new fuel depot is about to be
constructed at Sivaganga. As the introduction of the cochineal
insect has been found to be very effective in destroying the prickly-
pear, steps are being taken to extend it toall affected areas. The
mcome from the forests in Arni showed a decrease owing to the
leasing of the avaram bark in the previous fasli for a period of three
years, .
In Kuwupam an extent of 5'3 acres was disforested during the
fasli from the Baridi Hill Block. The forests have been divided into
¢ reserved > and °unreserved.’ Only some of the blocks that are
reserved are under nominal fire protection. Unrestricted ° podu
cultivation is evident everywhere. The Estate Collector has been
directed to prepare a scheme for the methodical working of the
forests. Unrestricted and harmful grazing has since been stopped
under the Court’s orders. During the fasli, the Mulimettu system
(under which the villagers pay a fixed rate per plough and are
allowed to collect timber and firewood from the forests for agricul-
tural and domestic purposes) which was in vogue during the pre-
assumption period, was re-introduced. The income under this system
is about Rs. 4,000. Since the close of the fasli, the survey and
demarcation of the forest blocks has been entrusted to Mr. Balakadoss
who, on his return from training aj; the Forest College, Coimbatore,
has been appointed Assistant Range Officer. The Forest Range
Officer also 1s a qualified man lent to the estate by Government.
A very distinet improvement is expected m the working of the
forests under these officers. The Sub-Collector, Karur, who is now
the Estate Collector, Marungapuri, exercired during the fasli the
functions of a Forest Officer under the Act.  In April 1923 certain
blocks were constituted and notified as reserved land in the District
Gazette. Another notification was published in the Gazette in April
1980, constituting certain reserved blocks as ¢ fuel reserve’and
tgrazing ground.” The District Forest Officer, Madura, who
inspected the forests at the beginning of the current fasli has sent up
g:ifoenls for the improvement of the forest revenue. The Estate
Collector proposes to follow in this fasli the District Forest Officer's
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instructions regarding the maintenance of control registers and the
control journal and their proper check by the Estate Collector once a
year. : :

There are no thick forests in the Seruguda estate. But there
are four hillocks, three of which, containing bushes and bamboos,
were leased out by the late Zamindar up to the end of fasli 1340,
the fourth being reserved for shooting. The Court has ordered that
all the four hillocks should be brought under the direct management
of the estate from fasli 1341 and has called for proposals for their
departmental management. The suit for the recovery of the forest
in Koppaka belongng to the South Valluru, Part I, estate is still
pending,

(¢) Enguiry into inam alienations,—The resumption of inams in
the Turuburai village in the Bodokimidi estate, in which notices
were reported to have been issued in fasli 1338, was given effect to
m fashi 1389. During this fasli cash rent pattas were issued in
142 cases. Before the issue of C. P. No. 3, Press, dated 4th April
1930, in which the powers of resumption of inams were delegated
to Collectors and Estate Collectors in charge of wards ’ estates, the
Court had passed orders in all but two of the cases reported in the
Kurupam estate. At the beginning of the fasli there were 720 cases
of inam alienations requiring enquiry in this estate. Of these 98
were disposed of in the fasli against 28 in fasli 1338. Resumption
was sanctioned in 60 cases, in 16 of which jirayali kadapas were
obtained in fasli 1839 and in 9 after its close. Resumption notices
terminating the services were issued to the parties in 20 cases and
those for the remamning 15 cases were expected to be issued in
December 1930. A number of cases of inam alienations in Marun-
gapuri are pending enquiry. In one case the lands were redeemed
by the estate on payment of the mortgage amount. The Court

. expects that in Serugada the work will be attended to from the

ourrent fasli.

(f) Important occurrences.—The marriages of the Bodokhemidi
ward, of his youngest sister and of the Ramapatnam ward were
celebrated.during the year.

(9) The Cochin portion of the Ramapatnam estate continued to
be under the managemefl} of the Cochin Darbar. The total receipts
of this portion including the opening balance (Rs. 81,434) amounted
to Rs. 73,834 and the total charges to Rs. 8,815, leaving a balance
of Rs. 65,019 to the credit of the estate in the Chittoor treasury
(Cochin State). It was proposed to purchase certain lands for about
Rs. 60,000 for the ward, but this was subsequently given up on
legal advice. :

{Appendioes,
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