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To
THE CHIEF SECRLTARY TO GOVERNMENT,
Fort St. Gearge,

Sir,

It will not be necessary for me to trouble Government with any lengthened
observations upon the Districts of Malabar and Canara, as it will be seen by the
accompanying reports of the Principal Collectors, that their revenues and trade
have been steadily increasing for some years past, and that theyare now in a
highly prosperous state. N oth.ing seems required to cnsure a full development of
the resources of these fine Provinces but a perseverance in the system under which

they arc pow administered.

MALABAR.

9. From the explanations given in statement A of the Principal Collector’s
report 1t appears, that although tho eolleetions from theland in Malabar, are nomi-
nally less than they were at the beginning of the present centuiy, there has been
an increase—the Revenne of the carlier years having been swelled by items

in fact
have since been, either remitted, or transferred to other heads ot account.

which
3. The Jand Revenue 1n Fuzly 1211 amounted to Rupces 19,99,982, and in

1247, to 16,11,658, but in the former year, a sudden and great addition was made
to the demand in consequence of a Ryotwar survey which was made by the then
Collector (Colonel McLeod) and which was struck off i the following year. TIn
Fuzly 1216, the demand upon the land was further reduced by the ab(;]it‘ion of the
tax on pepper vines. In Fuzly 1218, the tiribute payable by the Cochin Raja
which, up to that period, had been carried to the credit of the Malabar Revenue
was transferred to Travancore, and in Fuzlies 1230 and 1235, the full amount 0;
the © Moturpha” tax was trausterred to a separate heat in tho accounts.

4. The produce of the land Revenue in Fuzly 1236, after all these deductions
had been made amounted to Rs. 15,63,906, in Fuziy 1279 it was 15,387,736, it
fell in the following year to 13,49.853, and in Fuzly 1241 to 13,35,816. This
greab defalcation led to a change of agency. In Fuzly 1242 the Revenue again
rosc to 15,84,057 and under the management of the present Principal CdlleZtur
it has gradually increased in cvery succeeding year—the collec-

Mr. Clementson,
ady obscerved) amounted in Fuzly 1247 to 16,11,658.

tions having (as alre
5. 1he 1ncrease would have been very much greater, but for the poculiarly

. induigent system under which the land
Rice, Cocoanut trees,” Jack trees, Beelle trees, : : i

o e ppland Paddy. revenuc in Malabar is administered—lands

yiclding only certain articles of produce

In every other District even in Canara which

n the land which bears it is liable to assessment,.

being assessed t0 the Revenue.
adjoins it, every kind of produce, 0
6. How favourably this lenien

bar will bo seen from th
value of the agricultuyal produce of the bistrict amounts to Rs. 1,08,04,254 while

the land Revenue does not excecd “Ks. 16,11,658—little more than o -seventi of
the gross produce Jess than the value ot that portion ot the assessaple produce
(16,31,‘202) which is exported to foreign markets. This portion alone therelore,

t system operates upon the landholder of Mala-

o accompanying statement, which shews that the total
al annual

' affords a fund more than suflicient to en-
74,21,972. able the landowners of Malabar to pay the
produce of wore than 7.t lacs of rupees,

Jand tax, and lcaves them a clear surplus
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7. 1t seems advisable to give prominence to these facts, as the Secretary to
the India Society, from whom the loudest declamations against the land Revenue
system of India emanates, is a considerable landed Proprietor in' Malabar. From
a statement which I have the honor to enclose, and which I believe to be in the
main correct, it appears that Gentleman, exclusive of export duties upon hig

produce, pays the Government Rs, 675 (£67-10) for the use of land from which
he draws produce of the annual value of Rs. 40,000

8. If we take the returns at only halt that amount, and allow a moiety for
the expenses of cultivation, etc , the result will be such, as ought to silence all com-
plaints of the exorbitance of the landed assessment of Malabar

9. The forbearance which allows, the Proprietor in that Province, to raise
Pepper, Coffee, Silk, Sugar, Cinnamon, etc., without paying anything direct to the
land Revenue will not occasion any particular inconvenience, so long as the indul-
.gence is confined to Malabar proper and the produce is exported by sea, because

Government may always get a fair Revenue from sach articles by meaus of a Sea
Custom duty.

But when such produce is raised at a distance from the Coast, and is brought

into competition with the produce ot land which is assessed—perhaps highly assessed
to the Jand Revenue—the consequences rust be mischievous to the owners. of the
assessed lands—and this contingency is so sure to occur—that measures should at
-once be devised for putting the growers upon something of an equality

10. At this moment coffee planting is going on to a very considerable extent
in “Wynad” which was annexed to Malabar in 1801 and also in that portion ot
the Coimbatore district which was transferred to Malabar in 1830. Coffee, ete., will
be raised in Wynad land-tax tree, in the other district which touches Wynad, it will
pay a heavy assessment ; the produce of both will probably meet in the same
market, and unless the-Coimbatore cultivator is relieved from the demand upon

his land, he must sink under such unequal competition. A pprehensions of this result
have already been expressed to the Collector by a planter in the assessed district.

To throw any obstacles in the way of the culture of such articles, by assessing
the land in Wynad, now that their productien in India has become an object of
great mational importance would be obviously impolitie, but the levy of an exciss,
or consumption duty upon such produce as may be raised for the home market, in
distriets, land-tax free, and the remission, in whole or in part, of the Sea Custom
duty, upon similar produce in districts, where the land is assessed to the Rovenue,

would have the effect of placing the growers upon an equal footmnr without in
any degree checking the production of the articles for the consumption of Europe.

11. The whole fiscal system of Malabar has been so thoroughly scrutinized, and

so elaborately commented upon by Mr. Grame in his valuable reports, that it would
be superfluous to go over the ground again

That gentleman proposed that the
assessment upon rice lands, as well as upon plantations should be revised, and io

advocating the revision upon rice lands, SirThomas Munice obscrved that “the

“original assessment was extremely un-
Minate. ““equal, and what is a greater evil, it Was

“Iin many places much too high. This
1nequahty (he said) had not grown up gradually but was created at once by taking

“in some cases 10 and in others 90 per cent. of the Landlords rent”

3

At that time there was a general desire among the Landowners themselves for

a revision, numerous complaints had been made of the pressure of the assessment
and difficulty was experienced in collecting it. Recourse indeed bad been had to
distraint, and sales to a considerable extent had been made in satistaction of

balances. Sir Thomas was of opinion that there was no ground for the apprehen-
sion that ¢ a revision would be considerea as a violation of the rights of property,
and ot the faith of Government” as from the #requent changes which had been
made in the assessment since the Province came under our rule—they (the pro-
prietors) must have known that it was ““ always intended to equalize the rent, and
they must have regulated their purchases by the probability of such an event.”

12. Tt is to be regretted that the revision, which appeared to be so necessary,
was not made at that time—an interval of 18 years, entirely altered the state of
the guestion—much property must bave changed hauds during that time, and the

Proprietors, from the neglect of the Government to do anything, have had reason

o7
to conclude that it was not intended to disturb the assessment

‘What therefore
might have been done without exciting uneasiness in 1822 could not probably be

done in 1340—without a serious disturbance of vested interests and an imputation

upon the public faith. All wish for a change appears to have subsided, and the
Revenue is now collected with unusual punctuality.

13. Great benefit appears to have been derived from the revision of the assess-
ment of plantations, and from the annual enguiry which is made into their state.
Under this inspection while the proprietors have been relieved from a demand

for unprodutive trees, of Rs. 11,004 a net
Principal Collector’s Report para. 18 addition has been made to the Revenue of

Rs. 14,£60. “Reliet was thus granted
¢ to many who were unduly saddled with a higher assessment than they could afford

“t0 pay, while the under-assessed have been madeto account for what was justly
* due to Government.

14. The Principal Collector states that © the price of agricultural produce has

“been decreasing in proportion as the

Para. 10. « produce hasincreased and that this différ-

L “ence may on.an average be stated ab
100 per cent.”

But he seems to have overlooked two tacts, viz., that population
bas increased in an equal ratio at least with produce from 465,594 souls which
was the reported number in 1802 to 1,165,489 which was the result of the census
taken in 1837 and that Malabar, which in the tormer period did not grow sufficient
grain for its own consumption, in the latter, supplied toreign. markets to the extent

in value of Rs. 7,3-,198. '1he increase 1in
Statement B Collectors roport. produce is theretore no sufficient reason for
the alleged fall in price, and from a statement appended to the letter ot the acting
Prmclpdl Collector it appears that the pv-xce

Enclosure No. 2.

is, in some Talooks. actually higher than
the commnutation price, which was fixed upon the average of prices betore Malabar

grew sufficient grain for its own support and which were in consequence high
15. The Principal Collector infers that the value of landed property has fal'len
“in proportion to the cheapness of grain”
Pgm. 20,

‘ but this again supposes that produce has
been stationary, Fall of price may have been compensated by inerease of produce
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The Collector states that “the maxi
« : mum value of lands asses
) may be §tated at 40 fold of the clear net annual income deri s:;d to the Revenue
Cthe medium at 25 minimum at 15, average 262 7 tved by the Possesser
ollector in 1813 of 67 actual sales i y H
1t appears that in one inst
. - ) a .
lfetched a price eq:;al to 47 years purchase of the rent—while tzzem('m?y’ the land
sow as .6 years. There does not therefore appear to be any ocl)?ilmum 1 for
upposing that the value of landed property bas much deteriorateg of lafzwﬂd for
C years.

. 16. The acting Principal Collector says that « Land generally retu bout
g turns about 5

113 or t
gi";graphlg : ) per ceut. profit and therefore is worth 20
olos . 2. ¢
ure No. 2 years purchase. In North Malabar jt
‘ i

“does not yicld so
- ” much and an
years purchase is the average”. But land is much more valuable in ft;o ml\?o :;1) .
‘ e INorthern

than in the Southern Division, it cannot sell for ; .
not yiel » Y a higher price because «j '3
- ;Ye Stivioe:;cit;aUZhgt the Collector means is, that it does not yidZ soltniogf
better sccurity whicbh ;t ff]a; mone.)‘v trom the superior value of the land and th;al
landed property in th I\? A m_had upon easier terms upon the pledge of
1804 the ofﬁ'ci;; valu ) fo;them thav in the Southern division. Since the eO
Rs. 17,683,426 to 56 9970312) ° mfm“me comierce of Malabar has increaéed fyroz
in l837~3;3 Thebe;tr, 1" which was the value of the nports and exports by sea
oo piec; o 201¢ (;na,t:y z.md at the same, steady increase in the value of
99.81.000 isaa, ” t‘efxporte within the same period, viz., from Rs. 4.363 to Rug .
(t};es ; gO(;ds beizolstgcmry proof that the.clnth trade of the Soutl’lern Pro ’.PCGS
has rot beor aﬁ'ec?ed :Oﬁif}i]nujacture of Coimbatore, Salem, Madura and 'Iinne‘v]i;;:es
Earopetn manutastar, e degrec that.has been supposed by the competitioL .YZ
countrjr nianufacture ; : ;)l: rzther that, if thc?se manufactures have vsu persedcdilo
demand from forcien o ke ome market this loss has been made up by i o
gn markets. It shows too, that nothing is requiredy t(l)ncree:sed
restore

- - . - . .

17. When it wag ; :
‘ proposed in 1822 to raise a Rev
. enue fro
?lfma'iugh export duty, the.a.verage quantity exported was cznlculaTegeI:pg s
verage.exported during the last 10 years hag nearly doub]eda : ,(100 candies,
hat quantitye

In ono year 1831.32 ;

Prineipal C " -32 i am
pal Collectos Para. 8. upwards of 15,000, in the next Otuontled . to
i d in 1856.8 | 4,000

duty lovied ; . and in 1856-37 to 14,253, 1
sea:;n did ;%1838_89 upon pepper, when the exportation frum the sea custom
pated i)y ., :eae?zceed 10,618 candies was 95,756, The amonnt \al?' unfavourable
120,000 per' an:;ng the rate from 15 to 27 per cent. upon thé tmivﬁ ich was antiei.
’Y m and that amount, has been protty nearly attai Va(iue Wlas

< ‘rdine under the

lower rate. Thisr
. ‘result shows the ady
! antage ;
that Government may always b sure of agfaiif moderate duties; it ghows also

18. The val : . .
Rs. 4.95.606 :oa ;;;f goods lfnPorted into Malabar has incregsed gi 6.
erioé f , 12,67 ¢ 3,200 while the value of exports hag ; since 1866 from
p rom 12,67,826 to 43,14,110. It hag already been stlzw;e;sed I the same
' ate 1

. at when Malahar
Presidency in- 1800 it did not

}Iln 1804 it exported 12,0£0
® exports by wea and land

was tra.nsfer.red from the.Bombay to the Madras

grow suﬁ‘xc.lent; grain for its own consumnpti

Mmorahs of rice valued at Rs, 24 160, In 123(7)n;8 t
Rk . ‘ "9

© amount

By a return made to the

only '

5.

od to morahs 6,45,172 valued at. Rs. 7,38,198, equal -to nearly one-half of
ation having increased in the interval from Rs. 4,65,594

the land Revenue, the popul
11 its branches, from Rs. 20,29,388 to 31,18,329.

t0-11,65,408 and the Revenue in &
of the thriving condition of a Province, in

. e Malaba which Janded property is so minutely di-
Thstving condifen e " vided that a land Revenue of Rs. 16,22,883

0,000 individuals—the average payment of each individual

19. These are incontestable proofs

is collected from 16
being little above Rs, 30 or 3£

" 90. There are blots however upon the fiscal system of Malabar which have

ed at, but which still remain, viz.,

Slavery.
Defects in the ficcal system. The tobacco MOIlOpOly.
The ferry-tax.
~ The inland custom duties.

91, T learn from the present acting Principal Collector, that there is reason
to hope, from communications which have passed between himself, and some
‘ enlightened Jandholders, that the first blot’

Slavery: which 18 peculiarly fou], from the nature
e wiped out, by the payment of such an amount of compen<
1d not exceed one years land Reveuue of the Province.

been often point

of the slavery, mightyb
gation, as certainly wou
d be better bestowed, for there is no race of people in India
he slaves of Malabar and Wynad, and there
can ke nodoubt whatever that their condition in every respeot would be itnmediately
improved by emancipation, as agricultural labor in the neighbouring Province of
Canara is dear. If therefore the proprietors in Malabar did not give them propér

wages they would emigrate to Canara. o
99. Mr. Greeme hasshown that the effects of the tobacco Mouvopoly have been—
e the consumption of the article while the popuhtion has

No money coul
in a condition so utterly wretched ast

First, to redac

steadily increased ; , o _
Secondly, to extinguisk, in a great

Tobacoo Monopoly- .
measure, the trade which was formerly

tricts which produce tobacco and Malabar which consumes

carried on between the dis
but carriers, and wholesale dealers ;

it the Government being not only Monopolists
Thirdly, to demoralize both -prodacers and consumers, by compelling them
10 make united efforts for smuggling aun article, which both have an interest in

bartering at a fair price;
Fdurthly, to compel the people of Malabar to take from the Government
_gtores a bad article at four-fold the price which they formerly paid for a good one ;
_ Fifthly, to compel the
the article at a price fixed by
 sorts, which being fit only for
that Province or wasted; ~

growers to give the Government the best sorts of
the Grovernment officgrs, and to retain the inferior
the market of Malabar must either be smuggled into

Sixthly, to occupy much of the time of the public servanis of both distriote
to engender constant disputes petween them end to make the sale of tobacco a
°© the ts in Malabar, their emoluments to: a certain

smary duty of the public servan
D et fopon acco-which they sell,
#

extent depending upon the quartity of tob /

1
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now been assessed to the Revenue no great inconvenience can arise from it, but
the great demand, from the state ‘of the West Indies which has lately arisen for
Coffee, Sugar, etc., and the peéuliar capabilities which Malabar possesses for supply-
ing that demand, require that timely precautions should be taken to prevent this
indulgence from being extended to lands which are now assessed ; for if this is not
dome, there is danger of the rice field being turned into a cofiee plantation, and
the cocoanut into a-cinnamon garden—to the great damage of the Land Revenue,

26. In Malabar, land upon which oil seed, or upland paddy (assessable articles)
have been grown is left fallow for three years, and until recultivated with them,
it yields no Revenue. Under the peculiar system of Revenue in Malabar,
from the fact, that waste land in that Province is private property, no remedy can
be had for this inconveaience. But on the Nilgiris, where a different tenure of
land prevails, the remedy is in the hands of the Government should be promptly
applied. The assessment there.is upon the land, and all that is waste, or in othér
words land that is not assessed to the Revenue of the year reverts to the Govern-

-ment and may be given to any who may undertake to pay the assessment.

and

' When the Nilgiris were first visited, the people were found in such a state
of poverty, and the land of so little value that it was not thought expedient to

disturb the practice which was found to prevail, of ryots breaking up fresh land
every year for the culture of inferior edible grains, retaining their hold af the same
t,i'me of fallow lands, and paying only for such as they actually cultivated.

An entire revolution has since beeu eftected in their circumstances, the Ryots
of the Hills from the superiority of their soil, and climate, and from the great demand
that exists for every species of their produce, are better off, than the Ryots of any
other district. Under this demand there has been a very great increas

! e of cultiva-
tioe without any increase of Revenue, not more than half the lan

_ d cultivated is,
T estimate, brought to account. It would be proper therefore to call upon the
Ryots to take whatever quantity

of land they may choose upon the payment of the
fixed assesement (which is very light), the remainder being left in the hands of the
Government to be disposed of upon demand. .

There is now a great demand for land on the Hills,

and as this demand is
Likely to increase rapidly,

I would beg leave to recommend, thst an actual
measurement should be made of the agricultural surface of the Hills—a careful’,
Geographical survey of them has been made, but no agricultural survey—the
consequence is that disputes about boundaries and rights are increasing, and that
the Government Revenue is extensively defrauded.

27. As éonngcted with this subject, I beg to remind the Government that no
compensation has, as yet begn made to the “Toda” inhabitants of the Hills, for the
tract of which they were dispos’sessed when the, Government ordered the €anton-

.ment of Qotacamund to be formed. T am aware that this has arisen from the Todas
having neglectgd to avail themselves of the option which the Government gave
them, to take a certain sum within a given time, or to forfeit all claim to compen-
sation ; but as this neglect arose out of a reluctance to sell their birthright, T should
hope that Government would allow them to receive compensation upon other terms
viz., that an annual sum equal to the interest of the capital that was awarded b):

the order of Government may be paid to them for the permanent use of the land
within what were the Miljtary limits. '
#

9

T bog to observe that the Todas have a valic% claim.t-o .compfansaation. for
all 1@& ,tha,f may be taken from them, whether their peculiar proprietary rights
d on the hills be admitted or not. Whatever may have been the
to t}fe laI{ his of Government and the ryot under other Governments, under
re]a%v?ﬁ:;g(;zvemment’ no ryot can be dispossessed of bis land upon avy other
S;:te;t than that of his failing to pay the established assessment, .
So long a8 he pays what the Government demand frczm ‘hlm as revenue,
the land is his, to keep or to trafsfer it as. he pleajsias. ‘Thls is proved by the
prevalence of sales in all districts and by their recognition in the Courts.

Tt is quite a mistake to consider all land waste that is not brought under
lough. In many districts large tracts are assessed to the revenue as pasture
the p oug sessment of such lands is generally lower than that of arable lands,
1o nds. ltile f’i:e Jess valuable ; the usual tenure upon which they are held is that
f;:az:supfzts shall either pay an increased assessment or resign 1t to others

ave preferred to pay it.
e f:xaz,ol;le diitricts, the ryots are entitled fo the use Qf al.l unoccupied land,
rent-free: in others, as in Malabar and Canara, all land is private .prope_rty., and
e have an absolute property in the waste. In the extensive district of
tgfy;:’:; ervsvhich adjoins the Nilgiris, this tenure prevails. The W.ho¥e tract is in
the han’ds of a few proprietors, and scarcely a hundredth part of it is assessed to

the revenue, . .

" Tt the Todas be considered as ordinary ryots, they are entx.tled to compensahor;
f tﬁ favourite tract of pasture, of which the Government. dlspossesseq th‘ex.nv A1_.u
e From their profession as herdsmen and graziers they appropriated
yonrs ue” cclusively to pasture; and from their extensive herds and the severi_ty
the’ ot e’;" uwhicf)lf destroys the vegetation at certain seasons of the year, they
of t}l{iefra‘))s;’ eat range, a portion for winter and another for summer pasturage.
requl

They had been 1n possession of all this range from time immemorial until we
They

disturbed them a few years ago. L. o il
To argue against the claim of the Tf)das to retain possession of it, be(fause
the what may be considered to be lrttle beyonfi a pepper corn ren‘t, 1s to
y paf'l thinos which are essentially distinct, viz., the Government rights of
confoul mg)the rti, hts of ,individuals to the occupancy of the soil. There is no
re v.enui anI know gf to thhe former, any more than there is to the omnipotence of
h)mlt-, t att The G;vernment may virtually destroy private property in Malabar
1 arllamefl ) the lands of that province to the full amount of the landlord’s rent,
by a_ssefsmg, 1d not affect the proprictary rights of the landlords. I may
bub this Wou he pepper corn rent which is paid for Wynad is not considered
remark too tht the PPV tary rights of the landl:rd.s ot that extensive but
Ly ims of the Todas™to a property in the soil of
unhealthy dlst.rmt,bal:hoaulill;riiiz, (j:gion of the Nilgiris, appear to be viewed with
the less extensive, ;hs o regul‘arly. paid all that they have been called upon
dex:a),’nd made upon them for revenue is so moderate is no ta:ult
with justice be made a plea to wrest from them any portion
ther the demand ought to be raised is a qufestwn \thlch it
in this place. I sball content myself with stating that
o Todas are perfectly compatible with the full develop-.
h country and of the revenue which Governmeny

to militate against the proprie

extreme jealousy.
to pay- That the :
of theirs, neither can 1t
of their rights. Whe
is not necessary to discuss
the rights claimed by the Tod
ment of the resourtes of this ric

is clearly entitled to expect from it.
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The whole question of the Toda proprie i

:}i:lzoiézzglf;scu:sed afld th.eir solidity so fulll;f a;::i{t;;g:rl;sthia;i:r}:lﬁil: ((J)?n o

that [ sh beenm: e;:;jlder 1..1; necessary to revive it, were it not that an anti \;)al,]trti

ooty e i;‘ewyed by a Raja of Malabar to proprietary rio'lj?t s

consi erablo portio &)w e hills ; for although the rights claimed by the T :d m.ﬁ'

not Interforo wit GE #h'pr;{)g}'ess.ot the Government revenue, the a,cknowa'lsd\Z'l

ment of the g ’ 1s Raja will -do so effectually, as the Government ¢ el o
rom mm except upon lands which yield the six articleg that ar:na:s:;;n

able to the revenue of Malabar, n : .
“the Nilgiris, , > mone of Wh,mh will grow in the cold climate of

The claimant in this case is the Tiroopad of Njl .
‘ ﬁ::a::rirre ‘2;‘1;;9‘11& ;;nm?diately below thep Karkoor a;:sbsu:;h?cietlt;cﬁat’ Wh:}fe
propri etaryyright t<a; 0 T ;1“';“ Wynad. This Rsja claims the jenmi or a(:)ml .
iver and dho Nodduy :tw ole tract of country which lies between the P'slute
in tis favour by the Zai]J a"é pass, upon the strength of a decree which was I:na;a
Warevoor” in gl . mhedzletz:rt; Zf;gl:l:ia,ol;a.el;t ;nﬂl]SiO against the “Numblecot:al:

| . e tract in i
ch:r?ct:a&hed _v;xth other landed property belonging to the Eu;es::);::)as”entered
Munsift of Wynad, under orders from the Court, rT by the

Although this decree was

passed more than ten years i
monb}? that the Todas, whose rights are so deeply a%'ectedags’ ltf was only last
acquainted by the Collector with its purport ; ¢ Y 1t, were made

. _ ) hey entirelv. j s .
with the Collector, repudiated the claim of the Nu{nblegg;za’,h“;vzlrl:lr mtex;'lew
voor and, by

consequence, of the Nillambur Tirupad, to any proprietary right in the tract ;
in

question, and are ready to support thei .
eir - .
to enforce them., PP own rights against his, should he attempt

f The question as between the parties must, of coursp
0 %avg, but the Government, as I shall proceed to show ’
It is necessary therefore that its merits should be thorOt;

be decided in due course
have a deep interest in it,
ghbly understood,

The tract of land in dispute, from its great fertilit
| : an e .
::gg:::b?e la:og:u:grfcu'lztugal pop}llacion and to fumiZh adc:::)izt;tzle: ’alti: -
exportable ,I;d dn ;;l;ns eaF of b.emg appropriated, as at present, to the teedtmt 0:
e :s. rom its temperature and the salubrity of its cli m’g?
p or the settlement of Europeans, and I neZ'd n lt dcm;llate’ .
) ot dwell upon

the important consequences th
- at would fol .
Colony in such  position, ollow from the planting of an European

I bave alread '

Todas will mob, iis::?d ﬁti:eﬁgoﬁm:ngf the proprietory rights of the
When » overnment righ
reqlire;l;: i:?:: t(ixom';s dto be in demand for agricultural Purpis:: (;fllri;enu?.
dered to be a fai e Todas ehould be called upon to pay whatever r’na b a -
e fair assessment, or to relinguish the land o other ¥ be consi-

ing to pay it, that small portion of the produce only, which i ® WhO may be
agricultural classes on the hills to the Todas, under the’ o o paid by the
r.eserved for them. This is now done whenever fresh lanmme of *Godoo”, being
tion, and would be done if the tract in dispute was bro

th? h,ill ryots, and might as easily be done by Europeanught under cultivation by

8 a8 by patives.

d is broken up for cultiva- °

I

Although the Todas might suffer temporary inconvenience from having their
pasture range circamscribed, there can be no doubt but that eventually their
condition would be improved by the tillage of a large portion of their lands. If
tl°1ey should be in a condition to satisfy the Government demand for increased
revenue, upon no pretext whatever could fhe Government dispossess these ancient

occupa,nts of the soil. No such claim is set up for them as was made for the
‘ Mearassdar of the Carnatie, viz., “a right

i " Munrce's Minu':.e December 1824. N ;
Seo Sir Thomes. ’ to derive rent from land for which he

neither péys the public’ revenue nor finds a tenant.” The Toda pays the public
revenne, and so long as he pays that revenue, he has a right to keep the land
aga.inst all intenders, and either to use it himself or to let it.

But if the jenm or proprietary right of the Nilambur Raja be admitted,
he may use it against the Government as well as against the Todas. The
Jenm is & vight as absolute as can be had in property; it gives the proprietor
the right to alienato it in every possible way, and to oust all the occupants of it at
ch at least as have not a lease from the proprietor; and unless, as
produce are grown upon the land, it is held
free from all demands of revenue. "The consequence therefore of a recognition by
the Government of this claim of the Baja or of its establishment in a Court, would
bo not merely the ousting of the ancient occupants, the Todas, but the prohibition,
except with the ¢v nsent of the Raja, of any avtempt to turn the land in question
to proﬁt,able account. The notion, that a va!uable tract of land should be the
property of 8 fow herdsmen who pay but a trifle for its use, i¥ scouted as unrea-

hose who see nothing out of the way in the claim ot an individual to

sonable by ¢ )
have the land in absolute property. The largest portion® of the surface of Wynad
is in this predicament, vz, totally unproductive to the revenue; and it is not

certainly for the interest of Government that this system of exemption from
demand should be needlessly extended.

# the claims preferred by the inhabitants of Namblecottah to the

« tract of country between the Neduvattom pass and the right bank of the Piakara

« river, is founded in justice, and that their proprietary right thereto is completely

established”, the Principal Collector of

Baw soclomzs Xo & Malabar in 1830 adduced evidence to prove.

ad always been considered as the boundary which

pleasure, all su
already observed, gertain articles of

In proof *that

first, that the Piakara river b

geparated Wynad trom Coimbatore. | -
Secondly, that the 'foda inhsbitants of the tract in dispute, had by deed
meelves to be ** Jenm Koodians” residing on the jenm lands be-

blecottah Pagoda gitusted on the west side of the Piakara river.

ter the boundaries of districts, whenever the convenience
re a change, and as the boundaries of Malabar and

Coimbatore have been frequently altered with this object, it is not necessary to
advert to the testimony which went to show what the boundary was in 1830, The
range of the « Khoondah Mopntains » has always been dependent upon the Walluva-
nad Taluk of Malabar, but this geographical arrangement has never led to a belef
that t'h o proprietary right to the land of that range belonged to inhabitants ot

Malabar. :
The claim theretore of the Numblecottah people rests
I transcribe—

which for convenience of reference

acknowledged the
longing to the Nam

As the Government al
of the public service msy requi
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“Goodaloor Attil Patten Badoogan, Charamatha Badoogan, Kataril Valia Moond
-and Pangan Kotten, dated 20th Toolam 959 (November 1783).”

.as tribute or as an 6ﬁ'ering to the Numblecotta

an 1lliterate race and unable to read or write any langua

the first instance, but come in time to be considered as rights,

12

“ Pishamoory, or Deed of Promise, exesuted by Todavarakarckel Manthil
Kenan Todawan, Yeerootende narnad Manthil Ana Todawan, Kembalan Todawan,
Yellykel Todawan, the Jenm Koodians of the Wittekaroomagan Barathewatha,
residing on the jenmi lands belonging to the Bharathewatha Dewassom situated
on the west side of the Piakara river.

*“ Whereas, we, the jenm koodians of the Barathewatha, have not, during the
‘ast eight vears, supplied to the Barathewatha Devassom the 60 Guindees of ghee
and 120 old fanams which ought to have been furnished by us annually, according
to the custom which has obtained from time immemorial, by reason of our having
been obliged to quit the country and remain absent from it in consequence of the

disturbances which prevailed in it, we now promise to tender to the Barathewatha

Devassom, from and after this day, the 20th Toolam 959, according to the ancient

‘custom, 60 Guindees of ghee and 120 fanams per annum. That we may enjoy

the blessing of the Barathewatha and the favour of the Rajaand that our children
‘ay prosper, we execute this Deed ot promise and submit it to the Warcvoor
Tambooran; and to the execution hereof the andermentioned persons are witnesses,

alt

Admitting which however is a point to be proved that the Todas whoge
names are attached,to this document, actually signed it in 1783, all that it
proves 1is, that the Todas acknowledged themselves to be bound -aceordi
immemorial custom to pay a certain quantity of

really

ghee and 120 farams per annuw,

Pagoda. It is true thag they are
made to call themselves  Jenm koodians” and to say that they wore *

. residing on
the jenm lands belonging to the Barathewatha Dewassom,” but as

the Todas are
ge, it was impossible,

supposing them to have signad this deed,) that they should have known how it was

worded.

Or it they did sanction the use of the terms quo ted, they might’ have merely
intended to acknowledge that themselves and their lands were under the protection
of the Swamy. This is a form of acknowledgment or declaration as

: common as
the practice is of making offerings to Padgodas. Such offerings ar

e voluntary in

Such offerings are
at this moment made by the hill people to the temple at Maniyangode and by

the people of the plains to “Ranga Swamy Coil” on the hills, From their
acknowledgment therefore that an offering was due to the, Pagoda at Numble-
cottah, no inference whatever, adverse to the proprietary rights of the Todas

to the land upon the mountains from 3 particular place in the Neduvattam pass to
the Pyakara river, can be drawn.

Supposing the deed to be gennine and those who signed it to have known
its exact contents, 1t remains to be proved whether the parties to it were Todas of
the hills or of the plains. There are, and always have been, Toda families residing
in the immediate vicinity of the Numblecottah Pagoda, and the term used in th.e
deed, to the ‘“west of the Pyakara river ”, s too vague to admit of its being
applied, without hesitation, to the Todas who lLive occasionally in the immediate
vicinity ot that river. The land below, where the Todas live, i3 the undoubted
Jenm property of the Numblecottah Warevoor, and if the deed should be proved

to have referegce to the Todas whe depasture upon it, there would be room for
dispute, .

ng to.

33

Tt will be s.een from. the evidence given in support of the deed, that its obliga-
ions were fulfilled from 1783/4 to 1788/89; that npon th-e retreat of the Waranon
' into Trawancore in the latter year the con-

. . tributions ceased; and that the payment
i ‘ 1803/4 they were suspended again, but from

was not resumed until 1797/8. In 180 t/h ' ;; were 5 t}; e ion 11630)
the Patta adyam thereon (a ceremony so
called) 1'1as not been performed in the Barathacotta Ten{ple in consequence of the
ority of his successor, the present Warevoor ; and owing to the want of a proper
T o the Warevoor's affairs have been much neglected” and no payment has
;:I:;Tg;:;de except that in 1826/7 two sons of the Todas who are said to have'
ted tl,le deed are stated to bave made an offering t‘ .of 23 rupees for the ter{xple
:{iiﬁuan invocation that the country might not be visited by sickness, bub since

iod they have paid no contribution.”

. 'Il)fill;::e fact)sr are p:;ectly consistent with the averment of .the Todas that their

tribution is an offering made to pfopitiate the fa.vour of the Samy of the
Pat I‘d but they are not reconcilable with the notion that the absolute pro-
P?go &y ’:ht to the land was vested in the Pagoda. The c.ountry has been i.n a
o ot e d peace since 1803, and Courts of Justice in uninterupted operation,
B PTOfOV‘:: raif)n has never made a single effort to recover a rupee of the
aniZ:: t:fe hi::l land, the arrears of which have been accumulating for 37 years.

Enclosure 4.

Seo as abpve.

A\ X .
¥ The real nature of the payment is indeed fully explained by one of the wit-

who was examined in support of the Numblecottah claim, the witnéss
having been asked whether “any tee or
tax is paid by the party pasturing his

between Nedduvattom and Piakara, answers: * The Todas of Tavanad and
cattle be ﬁred in the month of Toolam of every year to the Wettayara
Mutanaad o ed watha, for the Pattah ceremoney, 60 gundies of ghee and 126 old
Mayam Bhara e] wher’l they rewurned after having attended the Pattah ceremoney
gold fanams, an(»t of cloth was given them. This custom prevailed until the year
the usual Pl*esif‘ch in consequence of the Pottah ceremony having been interrupted
1802/3; a:fter whi 1so discontinuéd. After this, owing to their neglect the wrath of
tho Oﬁbl:mg w'a’so-aexcited acainst the koodians of the Nilgiris, who pastured the%.l‘
the Deity l?eln_'(’le of the P?a,kara: river, some of them got sick and some of their
cattle on this Bl. d and carried -off by tigers. They therefore in 1879 came to
cattlo were ;elzed offered 10 Gundies ot ghee, a brass band bell, and 23 rupees
.Numblecot,tad m;.t,ha p raying for its protection against any further visitation f’f
oy ]i;he Bhal(‘ia (fZZ)lmriﬁ’rr that :hey would continue, making the usual offerings in
sickness an altfis

future.”
It ;s neodless to dwell up

nesses,

Enclosure No. 6.

on the distinction 'between'such an offering, as.is here?f

oh is ¢ rom the land of a ¢ Jenm ”‘proprietor o
desoribed, an’d ’oh.e. Eeﬁﬁt:vrﬁft;flih(:uglfafil‘l):?ondah and the Keelkoondah (says the
Malabar. The 1m &01 ear 120 gold fanams and 120 guindies of ghet.a to t.he
£ame Wl.tn 055) pf’ferfv ;;{](3;0 inha'b,itants have always been subjec't to the Jumsd-xc-
temple in question. heir otferings and those made by the Todas of the western side
tion of Malabar. Their isely of the same mnature. If asked, they would probaply
of the Pyakars, #r0 1P Tecto {)e the dei)endents of the Numblecottah Pagoda, using
acknowledgf3 th:}insz;zz gense as they are understood by the T?das, but by no
the wo:iiii:;ng :ny proprietary right to their lagds to be vegted in the temple,
means adr _



Y 14
"The utmost, therefore, that this deed, supposing it to be valid, can nrove is th
the 'ljoda,s who reside to the westward of the Pyakara river are’ gourrl)do:e we va.t
certain sum in money and a certain quantity of ghee to the Pa’:"oda, o 0 Pal‘)fl a
h.owe-ver, that the Todas may be able to prove what they aSSeI‘t,D tha.,t tho'ls Dostsx.b e,
tion 18 voluntary; and the fact, which is admitted by the N umb’lecottfhh;I;):;;é r.tlzhf:;
, that,

the payments are omitted in prosperous times and only resumed when a seas f
Lo pa . : & easo
calamity occurs, seems to go 1n proof of their assertion. "

99. I have entered into this detail for the purpose of showing that G
bave an i'nter(?st in supporting the very moderate claims of the Toda:s t O:fmment
in _questl‘on, inasmuch as either from the Todas themselves or fro Y hle tract
may cultivate the land in default of the Todas, the Governmént woulI«Zil t1 ose wrho
gure of their revenue, whereas if the jenm or absolute proprietar ‘ahwa)’s be
Numblecottah Pagoda or Warevoor is admitted, the Government fy r 1% b of the
already stated, must give up all claim both to land and revenuo. T} o Lo Toasons
the land be required, purchase the right of the Warevoor of hi . .ley wust, should
Nillambur, or individuals, who may be desirous of settlin o
purchase the right, and under the title so obtained, fhey woi‘l; pl?

claim for revenue from .the land just as th
in Wynad, J e coftee planters ar

gneo, the Raja of
n the tract, must,
e exempt from all
e at this moment

Should the question be formally litigated between the Tod
party, T would bog to suggest the propricty of a looal tribana] by
for the purpose, as death would be the cortain coesequence of al be
compelled to repair to the Court in support of their rights of the h

‘ 30. The only change that seems to be advisable in the p:
men't:s of Ma.Llabar, is the postponement of the last Kist WE:}] . o
the Taluks 1.n June and July, when the ryots are Wi’thOut 18 now paid in 11 of
demand, uptil the month of September and Qctober, whe eans fo satisfy tho
other Taluks, as proposed by the Acting Collector in ilis le:t 1:' Olfsﬂllewed in the 4
2 o B

31. I have just received from that Officer iy

‘!Ilonopoly, to.which I beg to draw the parti:ull(;trte:t::n?ilcilsu?QCt " ho tobaceo

The compla,mjos (says Mr. Goodwyn, the Sub-Collector) of Oh the Goverpwent,
:toba.ucco are u_mversa,l all over the northern divisiﬁn aad tht e bz_"dness of the
Justice that 1t is most cruel and unfair on the part Of,Gover © natives say with
t? use such .bad tobacco, when the Government mono h nmefm ,t.o force thom
times the original cost of ths commodity in Coimbatorg ”y rPrlce > bout; four
that he has lately had “‘a good deal of correspondence wit}; the Collector states
batore on the. subject of the badness of the tobacco: that hthe Collector of Cojm.
order‘ a f:onmderable quantity to be destroyed; and, that e has been obligad to
Z:ZZZ:;: ;:elldz]abar (()ln the subject.” My own personal :;;Zrift‘::el"al d.iS(:ontent

: ' period of a quarter of a century and enable ® I this matier
grievance has‘always been what it is now. S e to testify that the

and the other
mg constituted
il people being

Sent revenue arrange-

32. Referring to my remarks on the ferf

. -t .
continues to be levied on our bridges af y-tax, I would beg to add that a toll

on the places i
although the tax was originally raised for providing fu::;:e}i lnb the margin,
or building these

}(:rldges. This appears'to be a very unhandsome proceedi

Jovernment open to an 1{npubation of bad faith. In Fagy llns, and it lays the

this tax was Rs. 23,531; in Fasli 1239 it amounted t (fg]{) the produco of
0815 1a 1249 it haq

faile i ) ;
vllen again to Rs. 82,780, not from any diminution o
tion, but from successful attempts to evade it. * or decrease of popula-

o Rs, 41
f rate

Engineer and t
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43, The acting Principal Clolleetor has brought to my notice the gréat incon-
venience which is produced to the public gervice in Malabar from the want of an
cfficient Engineer establishment at this moment. The presence of the Engineer of
{he division is urgently required to devise means to prevent the further encroach-
ment of the sea upon the town of Ponnani, a very populous place, which contains

.much valuable public property, and. also for superintending the construction of a

dam at , upon which an annual revenue of rupees depends ; but
the services of that officer.are required in another part of his division. Similar
complaints prevail in almost every other district. :
In the western division the rule, by which each division was to have a Civil .

wo assistants, has never been acted upo. The Engineer is without
an assistant, and in the present state of the Engineer Corps there is little chance
of his getting one. It has occurred to me that the best plan for improving the
Engineer Department, would be to increase the number of Subordinate Officers in
the Department and to file them up from the Corps of Sappers and Miners.
Amongst the N on-commissioned Officers of that Corps many valuable men are to
be found, aund it would be easy to qualify them at Woolwich where they now
receive instructions as Sappers for the office of surveyor and all other duties that

are required of Assistant Civil Engineers.

The cost of increasing the strength of the non-commissioned branch of the sap-

pers to the extent that would be required to the proposed drain upon it, would be

trifling as compared with an increase to the strength of the Corps of Engineers.

4. Adverting toswhat I have said in a preceding paragraph, upon tha
defenceless state of the Malaba# Coast at certain seasons, I beg to state that in the
last war an American Frigate lay to off Cannanore and fired several shots into the
Fort, With a secure harbour of sufficient depth of water to hold a steamer of war
during the monsoon, we should be free from all danger of the repitition of such
an insult. ’ '
‘ CANARA. _
gh the present produce of the land revenue of Canara is not quite
some of the earlier years of our rule, there is, upon the

average of the last 5, as compared with the

35. Althou
equal to what it was in

121{_17,12‘;778_ . first b years, a trifling increase. That the

1247~17,23,999- _increase has not been greater is owing

yainly as 10 Malabar to the demand being fixed upon estates %n the aggregate so that
. 00 revenue does not increase generally with

sk period - ltgég%)ﬁ _ cultivation. There has been a very consi-

. Increase .. 19916 derable increase in the cultivation of every
speeies of land, and 2 great'increase in the produce _Of land. Not.hing i'ndeed but
. . the unhealthiness of the climate in certain

From Trincipal Collectar, 8th Januar7 1835 parts along the skirts of the ghauts, or

Enclosure A . .
excessive assessment, could induce a ryot

in Canara to leave waste any portion of rice land which he has the means of
e ;

ultivating. : ) )
cultl " gNo sains are spare d to convert Batt into Muzul, and Muzul into Byle land,

herever the situation admits of the change being made, by which means the value
Wf rz:ta,tes s annually becoming ephanced by the cultivation being rendercd more
ol '

cortain, and produce increased.
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37. There has been a ¢ery considerable extension of eocoanut plantations, and
4imost all waste spots along the coast, adopted for this species of garden produce,
have been occupied and planted. There has also been an increase in the cultivaa
tion of the betelnut in the Payenghat Taluks, but the prineipal plantations of thr
nut in the Balaghaut have been on the decline for the last 20 years.

8. The partial decline of this species of cultivation forms a solitary exception 1o
the general prosperity of Canara. A great fall in price is unquestionably the
main cause of this deterioration. This is

A"“;ir,f;?:;;}’;‘ Otieotor, 26 November 1859, stated to have arisen from diminished

demand “owing to the dissolution of the
" large Courts and armies which were assembled in the neighbourhood of the frontier
during the Maharattah Empire, and the diminution of the currency throughout
India”, ‘
39. From a statement appended to the Collector’s letter it appears that, compat-
dug the prices of former and later years of the thres articles grown in the gardens
of the upper Taluks, viz., betelnut, pepper
_and cardamoms, there has been a fall of
per cent. "The distress arising from this defalcation in price is said to have been
aggravated by “the thoughtlessness of the cultivators themselves who did not lessen
their expenditmre in proportion to the
decrease of their income. They have thus
‘become o embarassed as to be often merely the labourers of their creditors to
whom they assign their produce. In places where they have to .contend against
an inferior soil or high ‘assessment,, many of the gardens have been deserted and
.others are annually thrown up.” .

With a view to afford relief to the proprietors of these p]antatxons it is pro-
posed to reduce the assessment “ to the rates fixed on rice fields; such a mwasure,
it is said, would act beneficially in two
ways, first, by its affording a direct remis-
sion, and secondly, as enablmg the cultivators, in consequence of the diminution of
demand agamsn them, to watch the markets and dispose of their stock to more
advantage ”. ‘

There can be ne doubt but that present relief is required hy this class of
proprietors, but, “ as they are easily led to throw up their gardens, as their Brah-
mincal caste epsures them a subsistence, and the Potails or principal inhabitants
secretly accelerate such a result, in order that the gardens may be available as rice
land which in the Balghaut Taluk is scarce and valuable,” there is danger that
such a reduction as is proposed would tempt the owners of garden to neglect their
garden cultivation in order to obtain the great boon of a reduced assessment,

Enclosure B.

Paragraph 11.

Paragraph 17.

This danger Would be obviated if the reduction was made temperary or depen- |

dent upon t,he state of prices; and the fact, that there hds been no decrease. in the
export of these articles and that “the
prices are still sufficiently high to repay
theé cost of production in favourable districts”, would seem to render any perma-
nent reduction of assessment unadvisable, There is no knowing to what extent the
fall in price may have been compensated by increase of produceor in what degree
the abandonment of gardens may have been owing to the wish of the inhabitants’
to make themn available for rice land; neither cah we be sure that the;e will not
be such a reaction in prices as would restore this spec1es of propegrty to its former
value, .

Paragraph 11.

17

40. Before any item of revenue is given up either in Malabar or Canara, #% is
necessaty to consider that the Government have not any fund in those districts
from which they can draw au increase to the land revenue, From the very small
increase which has been made to the land revenue of Malabar during the time that
it has -been under the Company’s Government, there appears no' ground for
expecting that the cultivation of the six articles which are alone assessable to the
revenue will be greatly extended, or rather that the revenue derivable from the
land which yields those articles will be much increased.

The revenue from rice lJands in Mzlabar has increased only in the sum of Rs. 3,050
since Fasli 1242, theincrease from gardeus has been Re. 29,325 and from uplund
cultivation Rs. 6,094. The increase in gardens, the principal item, has been more
from gardeds brought to account than from new plantations. '

In Canara, the future land revenue may be estimated in ronnd numbers thus:—

: Rupees.
- Present settlement .. 18,16,000.
To be brought up to the
‘Report of Principal Collector, . standard assessment by ’
1ustalments A e 38,0¢0.
Increase Trom waste 17,000.
18,95,000.

"There being so little prospect of increase from this source, it seems advisable
‘that no import which does not press directly upon the industry of the country, or
jwhlch is not radically defectxve in principle, should be abandoned. In this category

the Howlub duties appear to be included.

‘ ' lhere are duties upon luxuries, “which
:although paid in the first instance by the growers in Canara and Malabar fall
ultimately on the foreign consumer. Like the export duty on grain the Howlut
wnst® be considered as a compensation
' for the very moderate demand which is
‘made on the land for regt.  As they are paid” (says Mr. Maltty)  entirely by the
foreign consumer their abolition would confer no benefit on the cultivator, and it
“wduld appear to be a waste of the revenue of Government to abolish them, while
other taxes which are really burdensome and. injurious in their operatxon are-
retained ”.

Betélnut..cardamoms, Ypepper, undelwood.

[
Report 98th November 1839, paragrhph 18.

at is immed:ately wanting in the administration of thisbranch of revenue is,

first, an approximation at least between the tariff and market prices of the three
principal articles upon which the duty is
collected; the former are mnow mnearly
double the latter in the articles of betelnut and cardamoms, Secondly, an assimila-
tion of the rates of Howlut levied in Mysore and Canara. The duty upon cardamoms
‘ in Mysore is Rs, 45-13-4 per candy, in
Canara it is Rs. 112 8-0. But upon the
ather mtlcles, pepper and betelnat, the Mysore duties are much higher than those

‘ “of *Canara. This is one amongst many
proofs that all attempts to improve the

‘ﬂscal eystem of the Madras Presidency will fail, unless Mysore is treated as one
" of our own provinces. Hemmed in as that country is by.our own terntory, it will

Kee enclosure 4, Colleotor's report.

Paragraph 186.

Paragraph 24.
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be # no purpose that our Yyots are relieved from ihe heavy burthen of the transit
duties, if those duties are to be levied with ten-fold Vexation upon thejr produce
as it passes from one district to another through Mysore, ’

| Thirdly, an afrangement by which the Howlut dutieg
in§tead of as now, in the first instance, to land customg a

. od, afterwards, to o
customs, by drawback and adjustment of account, 2 10 Rea

. InMalabar out of a total of R, 108,276 levied a5
cardamoms and sandalwood in 1838~39 at the '
was eventually carried to the credit of that
vz, Rs. 1,05,323—13—1,‘ being brought to

Howlut upon pepper,
land custom house, only Rs. 2,952-5.5

The chief defect in the revenue systeny of Malabar ap
detailed accounts of the land revenue, [

accounts the «

Paragraph 13 und 14, plEd b.Y g‘ardens n gomparison with former

N periods ”, There ig always da
fore that in making remissions the Government ay e

be givip
ought to retain, gVing up what they

This defect, viz., the want of detailed accounts, was pointed out by the first
Collector of Canara, who Suggested, ag g remedy, the most effectng) )r’lext t y
| ! ! | 0 a

general survey, that 4 register shoylq be

kept of the rept and prody :
that became the subject of litigation. When thjg ProPositI;)ion ‘:Zso::(li la::s
e the

Collector was the J udge, and what was proposed ¢
The only remedy that now remains with the Goverr

Report from Major Manro, 9th November 1800,

Temissions of rent are to be granted. Thij Practice in M)
/Some years past, and it is desirable that it should pe extended to Can alabar - top
~rule rigidly adhered to in both districts, , ara, and the

. and from this circuinstance alone, if the seasong Wwere gg o ays availaple;
as they are in Malabar and Canara, the revenye ad
on with much greater facility in such

~not that advantage.*

ould he carried
hers which have
42, Although the land in Canara and Majgap,

. ) rhag been pyi
centuries, though it sells occasionally for ag high o price ag f:!llvabte I);'Olfefty for
land in England, an annua) enquiry into the conditi ® Oblained for

. “classes, is i
From Prineipal Colleotor of Llalabayr, 8lst . ?lhls md“]gence 18 DeCGSSIlI'y even
December 1838, paragraphs 3-18. R ¢ these hlghly favoured dlSL
From Principal ¢ollector of Capara, 8th : . ”‘Cts, still mole
January 1839, 80 1n others leds tyve

e wi ) .
ment or great landlord “from the duty of enquiring ’t.hf"“w,,the Govern.

19

by binding them to pay a fixed sum every year, whether tht?' s.ea.son tbet E:c;d :tr
bad, cannot fail to end in disappointment to Government arnd in injury to yot.
3 5 ‘

5 in the value of land in Canara, is shown

in a return of the double sale of 55 estates.

Enclosures Principal Colleotar’s report, 26th The price paid at the first sale amounted -
November 1589, in the aggregate to Ls. 13,658, .at. “the

second to Rs. 20,067,

~ The proportion of land occupied by tenants in Csnara is estimated at 45 per

' : ice lands are supposed
Tald he ghauts 60 per cent. of the rice
cont. In the Taldks below the g to I;:oe cultivated by tenants, and as much

Frincipal Colleotor, 20th July 1839, paragraph 8. 1,nd has lately been purchased by the

g g 'y th.

Fnclosurs B. The rates of rent vary fx_'om Rs. ;l? to
Rs. 8-8-0 (£1 145. to 17s.) an acre. Making allowance for theldlfg:rence ia t;le
Ra. 8- . . ‘
value of money, these are higher than the average of rerts in England,

The increase which has taken place

The whole land of Malabar is the property of 45,000 individuals and is

held from them by 166,000 tenants. Many of the proprietors, however, derive
- ne rom ]

but a nominal rent from their prope?ty;
Prineipsl Colfector of Malobar, paragraph 16. and others, who rexsidet infdxsta,ut provn;:g;leasé
ith thei g» tha,
tlement with their terants for years,
id not to have come to any set

ar]e said zrtion of the property is really in the hands of .the Tyots. . Bl.ltlv:het%lte; :}l:z

?a a(;l;iicﬁ derive a profit from their land or not, they cling to their rights wi

lan

same tepacity e r 1 €0 very ha.nge of
t f this class of P pIe under e ervyc
ity that has been rema ked © ’ . :
Gov ent. In both districts the revenue has been collected with extra.ordma.ry
‘O ernm L[] g

tuality for the long period of 40 years, with the exception of one or two
unctu d .
§ears when the public tranquillity was disturbed. -
, are proof ] ich the authors of the permanent
y fsthat the great objects whic : ; .
| 43, 411]::; Siia:;?:ofnisght have been attained Witho‘ut dxst.urbmg any prlva{;e
s?t;l: me}:ltle order in wh,ich landed ’property has been distributed in ail parts of India
right or

£ In Canara and Malabar the demand upon the land is fixed ; the land is a
or ages.

: i us class of landlords who give up the rents
va,lua,b.le przp?rg; :ger:u:asisae:;@e;?xd punctually collected ; and yet the average
of thelr las s’h esta,tes of both districts does not exceed Rs. 100 or £ 10 ?, ygar.
asgesament of {ho ¢ not to be found in other districts of thg Madras Premdenc.y,
1t all theso results m“;b upon the land has been fixed, the reason is that except in
" Wl}tjCh thg gs S::i:)ethe seasons are so precarious as to make the land much 1e§s
Malabar and Canara, -

profitable to the ewners than it is in those districts,

been the improvement in Malabar and Canara:, tv-vo things'r

e e hfls or the full development of their resources, viz,, imjya gve.d

seem still to be Wantmg ford \ fater bt e, o imyrgrd

O Han beneﬁts’ that have followed from the faint at:teu‘xpts

shipping ang trad«la- (Ei[‘v jnade to i'mprové the communications in these: districts,
which bave been already

T, viz., that “‘ the introdue-
the Collector of Malabar, viz.,
aro gvidenced by a fact Stateg :c};le) ot bullocks and carts has reduced the expense
mall | : :

i by | at i 20 or 30 years
tion (though yet uponas 50 per cent. below what it was 2 ,
R ds to more than o0 p
of conveyance of goo
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ago”. The cost of conveying one ton of .
goods a hundred mil i
to be Rs. 26-8-0, by bullocks Rs. 46-8-0, by coolies Rs 53*%8 gy Z:lt ;;itvatted
‘ =V ater

oaly Rs. 2-8-0: this shows the vast importance of water communication

Some years ago (1823) a proposal i i
water communicatiorl( (Whi)ch ?s III)OW 0;:1? fifgsgof rtoplgllq(;nglig o Jine of
coast as fa.r as Bamgeny, miles north of Calicut. This w ]v(;gh e e
-f:anal, na\.nga,ble at all seasons for a distance of miles 1(;11 e a»ﬁJ'rded .
in the estimates the project appears to have been dropped | It o T 8
be one of great importance and t- require immediate cbnsiderafirl)lpears romwerer to

The losses which are entailed upon commerce b
on the western coast, may be e:t'mated by the f
the year, the whole maritime commerce from €
and the shipping to the extent of about 150
-coast and to seek shelter in distant ports
portion of the commerce which finds its wa
the southern districts, is forced to that P
duties, for shipment and reshipment.

¥ the want of a secure harbour
act that, for nearly five months in
ape Comorin to Bombay is suspended
.,O0.0 tons is compelled to leave th;
principally at Bombay. A considerable
y to the coast from Mysore, Coorg and
ort and involved in a double charge for

, The principal cotton crop of Coimbatore which )

grepar? for shipment in April and May, is kept (j:ckﬁ);rsd iﬁ:fﬁi 117: )33;1‘0:1 ’0 e
er or s , ‘ o :
retbips ;Vfolrbglﬁi:je:n ;tElsnsleng by 'th(? coast to Bombay, landed there ang agitz(i)n
market. and 28 1t camoot b ngiand. - This .cotton 18 principally used for the China

whelo )"ear SR 0 .sent thither with safety after the month of Au
’ re_a,s, if there was a secure harbour on the ¢ gust,
cou]d. be sent so a§ to arrive there before the south-west monsoon sl Llo cotton
?:ri:;pgﬁfi;? g)hln? in the months immediately ensuing ; and cott::rl:ll:s}(ii’ e
2 Jong and VZ,. ec osn:lg of the pOI.‘tS of the western coast to the ea,s,tern o
y expensive land carriage, would be sent to the nea coast b.y
there was a harbour from which it could be exportea at all seaS(;nIs; :Zfe itlj'e: nycoa‘St" t

1e year.

The same may be said of all 1

| ¢ g other articles which are k

: » i ept on hand duri

whole pericd of the monsoon, and of goods which, during the closing of ng the
coast for three months, would also be sent to the em - 15 0" the castern

as the additional distance ot that coast from the place
Would be more than compensated by the savine of tim

¢

nufacture,
e. '

A secure harbour between C i

. ape Comorin and . B

dered a desideratum by naval men. In time of w oy has long been con.
year, the coast is protected only by the monsoon
for a ship of war. There are intery :

ar, during a great portion of the

protection. It the inundation which broke out in Cunar
postponed for a month or six weeks, the suceoq o
sea and by which it was crushed, would not hI:,
would then have keen closed by the monsoon, ’

4 S0me years ago, had heeq
which came {rom Bombay by
e been available ag the coast

If a secure harbour could b
v e found
embarked and landed at al} seasons, on the west

between the western coast and Bom
That portion of the Madras army, which is stationed

Crn coast, troops might be
on between both coasts and
Pt up throughout the year.

The communicat;

. Rs. 4,27,502 and the drafts to Rs. 9,
On the western coast and aid: Rs 4,27,502,
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in stores and supplies of provisions, cattle, ete., from the fertile districtsat the back

of it, might be made available for service at all seasons, either in the Red sea, the
Persian gulf or in Scinde. All the advantages indeed which the Bombay Presis
dency denies from its harbour, would be given to Madras by the formation of a

secure and accessible port on the western coast.

These are some of the considerations which give great importance to the
project for the formation of a harbour ab Mt. Debli Bay. For all trade exc.:e}.)t
that with the gulf, Mt. Dehli Bay is more favourably situated ‘ th.a‘n Bombay ; it is
nearly opposite to the Red sea; Aden could be- reached from it 1n as short 'a, time
as from Bombay; and from its being near midway between Cape Comorin an_d
Bombay, it js more convenienp}y gituated for the-general trade of phe Madras
Presidency than Cochin which, but for the impracticable nature of the sands at

outh of it, would be an excellent harbour. The maritime commerce of Mala-

-the mi _
" bar and Canara alone exceeds £1,5()0,00_0

Malabar ... 56,97,310. and if to this be added the commerce of

Camara -« o BBOLEA Cochin and Travancore and of those pa,rf,s
10,3880 of the line which immediately adjoin Canara,

be benefited by the conversion of

the total value of the commerce which would
he monsoon, would not be much

Mt. Dehli Bay into a place of shelter during t

less than two million sterling.
45, T have already shown that the value of that proportion of the produce of
d from Malabar, {furnishesa fund

{he lands assessedto the revenue, which is exporte

sufficient for the payment of the Government demand upon the land. The same
proof of the moderation of that demand is to be found in Canara. :
produce of the land in Fasli 1248 was
24,52,186, the value retained for home
8,20,128.

The estimated value of the grass

67,11,250, of which the value exported was

=" ’ )
consumption 42,59,093, the amount of the land asséssment 1

46. A larce portion of the revenues of Malabarand Canara is annually sent in
specie to Bombay. The average remittance from Canara amounts to 16 lakhs of
rupees, and from Malabar to about 12. When a man of war can be spared for the
Treasure the remittance is made without risk, but the exigen-
nally been such as to require that it should
ddition to expense and other heavy incon.

conveyance of this
cies of the service have 0ccasio
be made in a country boat, when in a
veniences great risk is run.

This heavy drain of the precious metals which are Witl}'dravi?n from circulation
for many months before the remittances are made, is supplied .1n a great mea.su?'e
by imports of silver from {he Red sea; but as only a small portion of these cox.ne .m
the shape of current coin, there is a constant tendency towards an artificial
enhancement of the value of that coinin which all revenue must be paid. That
g something radically wrong in this financial arrangement, is proved by these
that in Fasli 1241, while there was an export of
abar of Bs. 10,16,129 to Bombay, there was an
import of private Treasure to Malabar from Bombay .in the same year of .
Rs. 6,382,504, and that the amount of drafts from B?mbay in that year u'pon the
Malabar Treasury did not exceed Rs. 85,000 In Fhash 124..'3 the public remittances
to Bombay from Malabar amounted to RS.()},O,N’SIG’ the imports from Bombay to

there 1
facts (amongst others), viz.,
Government Treasure from Mal
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»

In a letter addressed by, the Accountant General of Bombay to the Madrag
Accountant General, relative to a balance of Chuckrums which was lying in the
Tieasury of the Resident at Travancors,
- that officer says, “if by any means the
balance of Chuckrums could be made available for the useot the Bomhay Govern-
.ment, in the Malabar Collectorate, I should not find any difficulty in drawing against
it to the full amount and should gladly avail myselt at this time of such aid to
their finances from the Madras Presidency ”.

" Enclosure,

A very short time before this letter was penned, 14 lakhs and a half of rupees
had been shipped from Malabar for Bombay, and a turther sum ot 4 lakhs was then
under preparation for remittance, the whole of which might have been thrown into
‘immediate circulation in the district ard the expense and risk and delay of remit-
tance in specie saved, if the Accountant General had drawn upon the I'reasury of
Malabar for the amount; and stili further aid to the finances of Bombay, might have

been procured by dratts on the Tceasury of Coimbatore for money paid into the
Treasury at Bombay.

1t seems to be very desirable that the Financial Officers of the two Govern-
ments should be required to take the whole subject of remittances between the
Treasuries under them into immediate consideration, with a view to the adoption
of such a system of exchange by water as shall save ‘Government and individuals
the expense and risk cf tardy remittances in specie.

47, As thereports from the different Collectors on the revenue of their districts,
sbound with valuable spatistical information, I beg to suggest the propriety of
printing them with a view to such circulation as the Government may think
proper to give them. ‘ .
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