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ANNUAL MEETING.

'The Annual General Meeting of the Madras Cham-
ber of Commerce was held on the 19th December, 1916.
The Hon’ble Mr. Gordon Fraser, Chairman, presided,
and there were present the following :—Sir Bernard
Hunter, Mr. W.. A. Beardsell, Mr. A. F. Buchanan,
Mr. H. M. Spencer, Mr. W. A.- Turner* Mr. F. B,
Wathen, Mr. J. W. Crusha, Mr. C. H. Straker, Mr.
W. Alexander, Mr. F. E. L. Worke, Mr. R. S. F.
Simson, Mr. A. Scott, Mr. G. K. Walker, Mr. R. D.
Young, Mr. John Black, Mr. J.. F. Simpson, Mr. C. E.
Wood, Mr. H. P. M. Rae, Mr. A. J. Leech, Mr. G. A.
Chambers, and Mr. T. E. Welby (Acting Secretary).

THE ANNUAL REPORT.

The following is a summary of some of fhe more
important proceedings of the Chamber during the past

year :-—
As in the preceding year, the Chamber was largely
oooupied in dealing with questions arising out of war condi-
tions either direotly or through the measures taken by the
Government to control trade and shipping. B

During the year the Chamber had the benefit of meeting
Sir William Meyer, Finance Member of the Government of India,
and 8ir Thomas Holland, President of the Royal Industrial
COommission. Arrangements were made for the Chairman of
the Chamber to give evidence before the Commission.

HIDES AND SKINS.

Amongst the most important of these controlling measures
was that whereby the War Office acquired the means of ensuring
the requisite supply. of skins and hides, At a special meeting
of members of the Chamber, interested in the skins and hides
trade, on the 4th January, it had been resolved to eatablish a
Skins and Hides Export Sub-Committee, and effect was given to

-
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this, by & resolution modifying Raule 17, at the general monthly
meeting of the Chamber on the 25th January. In June the
Sub-Committee thus formed prepared a statement for the Com.
missioner appointed to enquire into the working of the skins
and hides trade on bebalf of the War Office, and on the 3rq
July there was & special meeting of the Chamber to concert
aotion in view of the unofficially reported ferms on which stocks
of tanned hides were to be requisitioned. The Chamber
then resolved to protest against the terms, and at another
special meeting, held on the 7th July, it was decided to
submit the Thamber's proposals regarding the rates whioh
might fairly be taken as market prices for May, which
prices had been officially made the basis of the Government's
transaction, A similar statement of rates regarding June was
agreed upon at a special meeting on the 10th July. Oa the
29th July, the Chamber again had a speeial meeting to consider
the desirability of urging the Government to control the hides
trade from London instead of Madras, but no decision wag
reached, and the control arrangements devised by the Govern-
ment came into force. '

TRADE POLICY AFTER THE WAR.'

The general question of trade polioy after the war received
much attention from the Chamber during the year, It was
felt that no time should be lost in crystalising British mercan-
tile opinion in India on the subject, and the Ch
regretted that its remonstrances to the Bomy
which had taken steps to convene a Conference,
wards persuaded to defer it, failed to prevent
ment of the Conference of Chambers which was
place, and which this Chamber regarded as o
definite and co-ordinated effort to gecure prot
post bellum dumping by the enemy countries

~ by them in the coming trade war,

the Chamber had worked out the general principles which ;
wished to see applied to trade policy and to the fat ich it
tiona between Germany and India. These are givm:1 T?n"’t]:'
e

record of the year's work, but the majn
stated here, °.Mma&in points may be briefly

amber greatly
bay Chamber,
but was after.
the postpone.
to have taken
ssential for a
eotion against
nd other sctio
With these objects in viev:‘,
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The Chamber favoured the establishment of a fiscal system
of (a) preference within the Empire and (4) most favonred
nations treatment to the Powers allied with it ; heavy dues on
German shipping using British ports after the war; trade
licences for aliens trading in the Empire; probibition of
mining and other concessions to Germans and Austro-Hun.
garians; licences for aliens engaged in banking in the British
Empire, with special licence fees in the case of Germans and
Austro-Hungarians ; stricter naturalisation laws, and the
suspension of all naturalisation by Germans and Austro-Hun.
garians. The Chamber held that contracts with aliens detri-
mental to British interests or of countries in politico-economio
alliance with Great Britain should be ipso facto unenforceable
in a Court of Law, and if designed to give any alien & local or
general monopoly of materials essential for military or naval
purposes shoald be punishable. The Chamber further consider-
ed it essential that the resumption of trade with Germany
and her allies, under no matter what restrictions, should be
suspended -by legislation for at least one year from the end
of the war in order to prevent any sudden move by the enemy -

before Great Britain has reorganised her indnstries,

As for enemy interests during the war, the Chamber urged
on several oocasions the necessity of wore prompt and effective
aotion in winding up hostile concerns in India. In particular
it resolved on the 28th March to convey to the Government of
Madras its “strong disapproval” of the procedare adopted
in the liquidation of enemy firms. The Chamber also protested
agsinst the admission of goods containing up to 25 per cent.
of enemy-produced value, arguing that this was analogous to &
policy of inflicting only 75 per cent. of defeat on the enemy in
the battle-field, but the matter lay with the British Government,
and no change of policy conld be brought about. In August
the Chamber strongly condemned the action of the British
Government in the jufe contract with Messrs. Ralli.

The Chamber deputed Sir Hugh Fraser to represent it
on the British Imperial Counoil of Commerce and decided hence-
forth to describe itself as a member of that Council. There

were many indications during the year that inter-imperial trade
B
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relations were becoming closer and that India, as well as other
parts of the British Empire, was desirous of such co-operation
with the Allies as would, the Chamber hoped, result eventually
in the creation for sll of a prosperity greater in degree and
more securely fenced about against German ambitions.

DEPUTATION TO RUBSSIA,

The other aspect of the Chamber’s policy in these politico-
economic matters was shown in its endeavours to encourage
trade between Southern India and countries now in alliauce with
the British Empire. It undertook to bear a large part of the
ocost of deputing two gentlemen, under the auspices of the Gov-
ernment of Madras, to visit Russia on a tour of enquiry. Sub-
sequently the deputation acquired the aspect of one in the
interest of the trade of India as a whole with Russia, and the
Chamber, therefore, made a representation to the Government
that it felt justified in presuming it would no longer be called
upon to bear that proportion of the estimated costs of the
enquiry which it hod undertaken when the deputation was
scting entirely on behalf of Southern India.

In furtherance of the scheme of opening up new markets,
the Government of Madras arranged for the preparation of a
Handbook of Commercial Intelligence, which was submitted
to the Chamber in proof for criticism.

" COAL SUPPLY.

Coal supply received attention on many occasions during
the year, more particularly from July onwards. In response
to the East India Railway’s enquiry for regular information
regarding stocks of coal, it was decided that the Madras and
Bouthern Mahratta Railway, being already in possession of
most of it, should be the means of communicating the desired
information. An endeavour was made to expedite urgent coal
supply by the Chamber endorsing requests for early delivery,

INCQME-TAX AND DEPRECIATION ON PLANT AND
. MACHINERY.

A serious grievance in the application of the Income-tax
Act, as regards depreciation allowed on machinery and plant,
was brought to the notice of the Chamber, and representations
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were made to the Government of Madras, who, however,
replied in September that the annual depreciation pf 6 per
cent. allowed as a deduotion from profits for income-tax pur-
poses was intended to cover both cost of remewals and cost
of repairs and maintétiance and stated that they were unable

to modify the orders in force. The Chamber thereopon invited

other Chambers in India-to co-operate in securing redress of
the grievanoce, .

The position taken up by the Chamber is that repairs mad
maintenance are & fair charge as a trade expense to revenue in
income-tax returns ; that, after all wear and tear has been made
good by repairs short of renewal, a furtber allowance should be

oo

“made in respect of the imperceptilile deterioration qufto age ;|

that an allowance should be made for obsolescence when old
machinery is replaced by new and the sum set aside for .dgpre-
ciation does not suffice to meet the cost ; and that profit is only
the sum remaining after the capital used up has been deducted.

The Chamber, therefore, desired the Government to instruct the .

income-tax suthorities that machinery ‘and plant represent

I

capital, that capital is exempt from intome-tax, and that -

repairs and maintenance are chargeable to revenue since they
are incurred to maintain ocapital as tberem. repreented., a.nd
that it should, in addition, be a]lqwable to claun. for depreciation
year by year such sums as may enable ultimate renewal. of
machinery to be carried out. The Chambe.r also (.lre'w attention
on another occasion to the inequitable differentiation between

partoers in a firm and shareholders under the Income-Tax Act

a8 worked,
LANDING CHARGES,

Early in July the Landiog Contractors of Madras addressed

the Chamber, intimating that owing to war conditions they -

tes. The Import
d resolved to enhance the schedule ra .

gib-(}ommittee of the Chamber failed to agree on .tahe.su'lt]ect,
and it was decided to refer it to'a specially constituted Com-

. mittee. Finally the Chamber and the Landing Contractors

i i percharge of

romised, agreeing that there should be a superc
;gn;)zr cent, on the sohedule rates from Ootober to the end of
December, 1917, or for a shorter period, if the war should

end before that date, :
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STATE vs. COMPANY MANAGEMENT OF RAILWAYS.

The question of the merits of State and Company Manage-
ment of Railways was placed before the Chamber, and it was
resolved to inform Government that the Chamber was disposed
to prefer Company Management if State control of it conld be
more effectively applied.

A BILL TO AMEND THE COURT-FEES ACT.

The Chamber was requested by the Government of India,
through the Government of Madras, to give its opinion on the
Bill further to amend the Court-Fees Act of 1870, a piece of
legislation whi'ch, in spite of amendment on no less than
twenty-four occasions, is of an extremely coufused character and
has given rise fto many ‘conflicting judicial findings. The
Chamber submitted its views in a lengthy memorandum sug-
gesting many changes in the interests of equity or of oleax:ness.

OTHER S8UBJECTS,

A large number of other subjects came before the Chamber
during the year. Amongst these were the Hall-marking of
Gold and Silver ; the valuation of Government seourities in
balance sheets ; shortage of Railway wagons ; Adulteration ;
the effect on Madras sugar refiners of Ceylon competition’
favoured by the heavy import tax on sugar in that island
in view of which this Chamber urged protective measures’-
the form and contents of official forecasts of crops ; the Indiat;
Consolidation Act of 1915; Stamp Duty on Cash Credit
agreements; Stamp Duty on policies of Life Insurance ;
the Bill to ameund the Presidency Banks Act; the Bill tc;
amend the Small Cause Courts Act ; alteration of the existing
practice in regard to Government Pro.notes; an open Market
for Cotton; Congestion of traffic on Railway ; Delivery of goods
without the production of rail receipts ; an Infections Disease

Hospital for Europeans in Madras ; Passports for passengers
leaving Madras.

In the course of the year members of the Chamber gave
snbstantial support to various patriotic charities or war funds
including the special Y. M. C. A, fund, the officers’ familie;
fund, the fund for convalescent soldiers entertainments and
the fund for supplying newspapers to the Fleet,

ANNUAL MEETING. V xiii 7

THE CHAIRMAN'S SPEECH.

The Hon'ble Mr, Gordon Fraser, iu proposing the adoption of
the report, said ;— _

I have pleasure in moving the adoption of the report
of the proceedings of the Chamber for the year now drawing toa
close and in doing so would like to refer briefly to some of the
more important subjects which have been' up before the Chamber,
and also to the present state of affairs.

Our meeting this evening is the third annual general meeting
held by our Chamber since the outbreak of war, and we must
hope that when we assemble for our next anuual meeting, it will be
in times of peace. 1t is impossible to forecast the further durafion
of the war, and all we can do is to keep on the safe side and
continue preparations for a lengthy struggle, and if we do achieve
final victory earlier than anticipated all the better. We must
hope for the beat but be prepared to meet and taockle the worst,

Although we are present this evening as a commercial body,
it is impossible to disassociate commerce from the war, as the
military situation overshadows everything else and exercises a con-
trolling influence over trade and the course of all commercial
markets, All are depeadent on and influenced by the struggle
now in progress, and the laws of supply and demand have' given
way to the exigencies of the military situation.

TRADE AND THE WAR,

I remarked Jast year on the davgers to trade and commerce
of outside interference with the natursl laws of supply and demand,
but conditions are changed and all” considerations must go over-
board other than those directly concerned with the effort now
being made by our country and our Allies. "

The overseas commerce of Great Britain is a neceesity, and
this is especially the case during war time, but it must be controfled
and directed into those channels in which it will render the greatest
help to the nation, Individual interests will probably—in fact
must—suffer and in such cases we are jastified in laying the facts
of the case before Government for such relief as the exigencies of
the situation will allow, without detriment to the main object in

view,
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DEPUTATION TO RUSSIA,

Arising out of the war we have the present Government
deputation to Russia of Mr, Chadwick and Mr. Black, You will
remember that two-thirds of the expenses of the deputation have
been guaranteed by our Chamber and firms connected with the
Chamber. Bince its initiation this Commi
of Tndia will assume responsibility for the whole cot, o, if this is
not considered advisable, then I trust that our Chamber will only
be debited with its fair proportion of the expenses, It must be re-
memberedit is the country which will benefit and not the individua}
merchants who have generously contributed, We have addressed
Government on the subject, and I have no doubt that the
authorities will take a broad and liberal view of the matter, '

HIDES AND SKINS.

Also directly due to the war, we bave the present Government
control of the tanned hides trade. The strong demand for leather
for the equipment of our army and the armies of our Allies caused
a steady advance in the price of Madras tanned hides. The posi.
tion was growing so serious that Government in May last decided
to step in and take control of the supplies on the spot, Iam
afraid I cannot commend the steps taken by the Home Govern.
ment to achieve their object, although at the same time I
thoroughly approve of the object in view and of the necessity for
Government action. I think the Heme Government might have
shown more confidence in and have acted with greater frankness
towards the firms interested in the trade. Government could have
rested assured of our whole-hearted sapport. Although I cannot
\congrat,ulate Government on their methods, I do congratulate them
on the choice of the Commissioner appointed to carry out their
wishes. That the business is running as smoothly as it is and with
a-minimum of friction is greatly to the cxpdit o
Commissioner, Mr. McWaters,

LN

Bt

f the Government

T am sure that members of the Chamber
with satisfaction the Government prohibition of
hides from India to uneutral countries,
the 1et January. - Legislation in this d
neutral countries have been buying the

will have noticed
the export of raw
which comes into force on
irection is long overdue, ag
pick of the raw hides and

~ apalogy of bufis s
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Jevel which Tadian tanners cavnot afford to pay.
coupled with the exorbitant rates charged by
t impossible for Madras tanners to
on the schedule prices

forcing prices to &
These high prices, ?
contractors for bark, make i
work their tanperies, except at a loss,
paid by Government for tanned kips,

¢ hand, large profits are being made by t]{e
ts.nnegsn o:h:h;?eand goh:ta' skins 'and the ?aturs.l, vesult of thtm
will be that many tanners will switch ?E hldes.a.nd‘ tur: fml 0
skins, whilst other hides tanners aré tryiog to minimise ﬂ: e:rd-(;q
or work at a profit, by resorting to adulcera.txon.. Both e:e b:,- k.
culties, as also the guestion of the present high \:.:ru: (I; du:
are baving the attention of Government. Tann.ing ht, tu:o o
stand, is a Government monopoly and, as such, it oug ;10 b
difficuit to devise some scheme to supply tttnners due:t a (;eaac;n .
able rates, The position should be.further _mlpro'ved fy a S ;}))\;:. 3
ment notification just issued, notifying the {ntentxon of pro t:;g
at an early date the export of tanned skms' t.q ooun:;;«lssbcly t:;
than the United Kingdom, and this, what T :mg.ht. alsc:r t“ke af od
legislation, shonld inorease tl.m' output of th:e h:;let; theoé :,t« - ‘
effect, however, this prohibition should exten xp

skios from London. i N o
, . o

i less, however, trying to iucrease the supp ’

[; hl:de:a:nel:s’s Govemt;sent fix prices which will lem.re t.annm

:a ?a‘;: margin of profit and at the present moment this is vot

' i hey also are now
for merchants and ahxpm, t . .
?:rk"::;e.ab fslos:, and it is to their credit that, notwithstanding

this, they still endeavour to supply Government to the approxi-
' .

mate amount of their allotments. . .
i jon i jous and growing evil, an
nestion of adulteration 15 f BPr .
g«::: and Skins Sub-Committes of the Chamber have the
fhe {deration at the present moment.

matter under cons ' o
in the curious

t Government control has resu%ted in rious

T bafl elling in London at higher prices than standard

pﬂtael,- ‘ 11 b il s cietai AT .
TRADE PROBLEMS, _

Tho suggestion to hold & Conference of the Chambers of Com.



xvi ANNUAL MEETING.

A~ NS S S N A ~———
e A A
A A, e
A A A A,
o~

unfortunately not materialised, Unfortunatel i
bers were not all in accord, one Chamber pZe:l;:ridx:ge:zn:Ch?' o
reference on the subject from Government. A Conference wa}l: .
the one proposed in order to carry weight should be fyl] -
sented and unanimous, and, failing this, I think the post J obre-
however unfortunate, was advisable, The opinion of tll:on;ment,,
Chamber is that the Conference ought to have been hel; (f:d:;s
]

dates origiridfiy fixed,

In regard to war legislation, evid i
that public opinion has been well ’in ad::::eailf g:::: o ke faot
were very pleased to see the Government ordima»m:1 ment.. We
measures for the liquidation of hostile firms, and it ig s oviding
congratulation that our local Government has got d o oo
on the authority, vested in them by the pew ord?na:::epmmftly
; certain

properties have already been sold, and )
market. , others are now on the

We are in exactly the same unfortunate
garding dyed stuffs as this time last year,
of supplies, and there appears to be Ij
improvement. Fortunately dyed stuffs ar
country.

Pposition to-day re
The Country is denudeq
ttle prospects of any
€ not necessities to the

The question of the allowance sanctionzi

depreciation on plant and machinery for pu
returos is still before the Chamber,
Government is unsatisfactory and, in the
Chamber, is inequitable, We hope that
Commerce in India will make a joint
eroment of India, asking for steps to be
on a more satisfactory basis and establis
throughout the country,

INDUSTRIES COMMISSION,

During the year under review we

from Sir William Meyer and Sir The
mas Holland gpq h

ave had

the opportunity to discuss with the
m matters of ge .
neral interest

Sir Thon.w:s Holland’s_‘.visit Was & preliminary ope
to the visit to be paid later on by the Ip dustr?;dopreparatory
Ommissiop,

Several members of the Chamber hy . .
dence before the Commission, and thevéh&b:::e:!;:lte% to give evi.
& body has also

by Governmeng, for
rposes of income.

Th.e . decigion of th:miotc:;
Oploion of memberg of thig
the combined Chambers of
representation to the Gov.
taken to place this matter
h a more uniform gystep,

had the Pleasure of visjtg
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recoived an invitation and has been supplied with a copy of
queations to be answered. These questions will be replied to by
the Chamber, and at the invitation of the Chamber I will be

present to give oral evidence.

It is unfortunate that the scope of the Commission excludes
fiscal matters, as it is imposeible to dissociate these from a general
enquiry into the possibilities and beet means of promoting indus-
tries in India. The opinion is almost universal in India that the
time has arrived for Government to repeal the excise duties on
cloths manufactured in the country, and in the case of new indus:
tries, especially those classed as key industries, protection or
State aid is essential, 1In considering in due course the report of
the Tndustrial Commission, Government will have to consider the
fiscal question side by side with the report.

COAL.

I would like to touch briefly on the coal question. The
shortage of supplies and the wagon difficulty are directly attribut.
able to the war, and unfortunately, are unavoidable, The railway
companies are severely handioapped ; they are under-staffed, short
of rolling stock and restricted in their purchases from England of
stores and renewals and with all this they have enormous extra
traffic in coal and other commodities thrown on them by the almost
complete cessation of coasting traffie.

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS.

In regard to imports, the year under review has been one of
steadily advancing prices for all olasses of goods, and, conse-
quently, a year of profit to importers. In normal times one would
have welcomed this as a sign of flourishing trade, but under present
abnormal conditions it is & cause for regret, The position teoda
to encourage speculative trading, and there is the tendency to
ignore possible trouble ahead. Unfortunately, business without
risk is impossible at present, but one thing we can rely on
happening sooner Or later is & serious reaction in values Our
difficulties and troubles on a falling market are well known, and we
must safegnard ourselves as much as possible against this.

1 have already mentioned that the overruling influence on

commerce is the war, but the immediate factor most patent to us,
C
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yvhich is exercising a detrimental effect especially on exports, is
the scarcity of freight. The position is acute and serious :md
uafortunately we have no reason to anticipate an improvem;nt in
the near future,

On reviewing the past twelve months, in fact the past two

years, one cannot help being struck with the extraordinarily even-

course trade has taken under the difficult and abnormal condition
which have existed during the period in question. "We have ha;
our troubles and difficulties, and the recent acquisition by (Gover
ment of a vessel churtered to load on our coast and the emba o
placed on a Greek vessel by Government after she had comme -
loading brings before one very forcibly the dangers exiatinuced
present, I think one is inclined to accept it too much for rag ”
that the even course of trade will continue, but this would l;se and
a8 conditions are so abnormal that it is impossible to foresee &;:11.
troubles may arise and consequently very difficult to safe g
against them. An instance of this is the new difficulty whi ghu"d
arisen in the restriction of the sale of Council Bills b ; th lcs -
tary of State I am afraid I do not take an optimiZtic e' g
the prospects of trade during the early mounths of next o
possibly good may arise out of the difficulties we are ¢ T
in so far that merchants are likely to turn their attx
energy to the development of local industries, ‘

ADULTERATION.

The guestion of the adulteration i
pefore the Chamber in one form or azfotitgm:n l::;ducle has been
and while we are unanimous in our desire to u:ra o
adulteratiox{ that goes on, it is recognised that tfl')e & 8t .
ties in legislating on the subject. I will not ;e are .dlfﬁcul.
question at length, as it will be before the (hg e:l thh‘ the
an early date, T have not referred to kernels so fa:‘ er again at
is due to the fact that on ome occasion, at a ’d?el‘haps this
proposing the health of the guest of the ’e inner, whep

aside—*'Bet you a rupee he refers to vening, 1 heard gp
down,” i ground-nuts before he gsits

but
periencing
ntion and

ccasions,
op to the

However, on this occasion I cannot
82y muc i .
We are at a deadlock. The crop is there waitiq h tzn b:hls subject,
the buyers are there across the seas, but therge . harvested,
no tuunage'
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Unfortuuately there is a demand for only a limited quantity in
this country. Even had we oil presses sufficient to deal with the
whole crop we would be but little better off, as we cannot ship

the oil,

GOVERNMENT AID,

Our thanks are due to our local Government and also to the
Government of India for the ready and sympathetic manner in,
which they have dealt with the various difficulties in regard to
trade which we have put forward from time to time. “Thére
continues to be a refreshing absence of formality and red tape, shd’
the war has certainly brought the Government and commeros into’
closer and more.sympathetic relations than in-pre-war days. ¥

In conclusion, speaking on behalf of the merchants in Madras,
I can assure the Government that we are only too anxious to give
our whole-hearted support to any measures or restriotions Govesn.,
ment thinks it necessary to bring into foroe for the vigorous prose.
cution of the war. I think Pusich suma-up the position admirably
in the case of the Irishman who baid he wes quite willing:to. fght

" if somebody mould come sud fetghhjm, It is the same theough::

TN

out. If Government will give the Jedd by taking strong measures:
the nation will support and follow.
Gentlomen, I have much pleasure in' moving' the adoption of
the report. :
Sir Bernard Hunter seconded the adoption of the report,
which accordingly was adopted. :
THE CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN,
L K
The Hon’ble Mr. Gordon Frager and Sir Bernard Huoter
were Chairman and Vice-Chairman during the year.
THE MADRAS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

The Hen'ble Me, Gordon Fraser was the Chanibeg’é represent-

ative for 1916.
THE MADRAS PORT TRUST.

The Hon'ble Mr. Gordon Fraser, Sir Cleraent Rimpson, Sir
Hugh Fraser, Messra. J. F. Simpeon, R, Greerall, H. P. M. Bae
and A. P. Symonds served as the Chamber's representatives for
various periods duiing the year. '
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THE MADRAS CORPORATION.

Messrs. J. W, Crusha, A, P, Symonds, A, J. Leech and J. I,

Simpson were the Chamber’s representatives during the year.
THE IMPORTS SUB-COMMITTEE.

Vessrg, J. ¢, Armatrong, W. A, Deardsell, Wo AL Turaer, W,
Alexander and J. F. Simpson scrved on the Imports Sub.(m
mittee of the Chamber for various periods daring the year,

THE SKINS AND HIDES SUB-COMMITTEE.
Messes, G. A, Chambers, C. 11, Straker and R, 8. F. Simson,
THE INDIAN TEA CESS COMMITTEE.
Mr. C, E. Wodd was the Chamber's representative for tha
year.
NEW MEMBERS,

Messes. . B3, Wathen, T. 3L Ross, D. T, Castelli, Johy
Black, H, M. Spencer,
HONORARY MEMBERS.

Messrs, R. Todd, R, €. M. Strouts, (. 1. Wood, A. B

Chanter, H. H. G. Mitehell, J. L Milne.

safeguarding o

CORRESPONDENCE.

TRADE AETER THE WAR.

Punjab Chamber of Commerce, Delki, 24th January, 1916,

To rHE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMEROE,
Madras,

Six,-*-The Committee of the Chamber are of opinion that the
problem of trade after the war, in its general aspects and bearing
upon the future international relations of civilised States and
countries is of so supreme an importance and so fraught with
complexity that no time should be lost in clearing the ground for
co-ordinated action in the future. This view is doubtless shared
by the Committee of your Chamber, .as it is by statesmen, ther-
chants, manufacturers and publicists generally.

The problem appears to be so varied, intricate and confusing
that piecemeal discussion of individual aspects is of small practical
value ; and the point to which at this juncture deliberations should
converge would seem to be a broad general agreement upon certain
simple lines of action. <

It is with a view to formulate such an agreement that I am
directed by the Committee of this Chamber to address you, to
invite your support, your suggestions, and your criticism, so that
some representative scheme may be worked out in India, expressing
in general terms the sentiments of business men out here.. With
such a scheme, carefully considered, it would be possible to indi-
cato a collective opinion for submission to the Government of India,
the Secretary of State, the Board of Ttads, the Home Chambers of
Commerce, in fact to all authoritative bodies, political or contner-
cial, whose energies must be directed to the consolidation and the
f trade interests of the Empire after the war,- -

It has been suggested to the Chamber of Commerce Journal
that what is wanted is the immediate examination of the problem
as & whole by a thoroughly representative and imperial body, but
it is obvious that even were such a body in existence, and it is not,
it mnst, to bear any practical fruit, be in a position to represent
the true opinion of many centres, each with its own peculiar frade
aspects, If, therefore, at this time India can come forward with'a -
scheme, applicable in a general sense to the country as a whale,
the Legislature both at Home and: cut here will at least be on
fairly firm greund where India is concerned. ‘
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A movement is already taking place in Fr
to establish a Customs Union whi?:h, it is :::;c:e:t:% El;gg:ﬂg
embrace the British Empire, France, Belgium Russi; Ital
Serbia and Japan, as also neutral countries which x,nay wish & n
it. The broad object of this Customs Union is not only to promote
trade between the countries in the Union, but to control the effoct

of the commercial campaign that will b i
and Avstria after the war, © organised by Germany

0 join

Although we have no very precise d
campaign, the general trend it will assume is fairly obvio
u
has to some extent already been foreshadowed iyn a resoih:izg
recently adopte@ at & Committes held in Vienng, The resolutions
of the greatest interest to Entente countries are a8 follows :—

“The necessary condition of th
political preferences is that, especially i
principle shall be established that othe
ferential treatment on the basis of
ment.

etails of thia commercial

e system of fiscal and
1 the treaties of peace, the
r States cannot claim pre-
most favoured nation treat-

* Commercial treaty negotiations with other §
: t er States are to
conducted b.y thp Alllgd Ewmpires, subject to the preservation l:)?
their sovereign rights, in agreement with one another and simul-

taneously, and the treati
tanex Y, 1es must be concluded at one and the same

“ The agreements of the Allje
proposals are to be made for a
than the period which hag hit
commerce.

d Empires in the sense of these
period of time considerably longer
herto been customary in treaties of

“ Prgferential treatment shall not be accorded to other States
except with due regard for the economic interests of the Allied
States, and by mutual agreement among them,”

Briefly, the object of the camp

: ) 2ign will consist i i
goods into foreign markets and especially the mari:netgugzp:g%

their national existence, I
Government or any people
without adopting meagures t.

b is entirely inconceivable that any
ean allo.w suck conditions to obtain
N N 0 neutralise their effects,
€ lirst thing, then, to do, it would see

Jate celrt.a.m broad genera) Suggestions wh?c'hw?cl)?zlge Zgiﬁ;\:{-
themselves to all Chambersg of Commerce in Indig Somethin
has a.lr.ea.dy been done by the Executive Committea of the [m riagl
Counsil of Commerce, A Conference is to be held in London ol;e the
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5th Juoe next, and a representative attendance of delegates from
overseas dominions and dependencies is expected. The provisional
programme includes the following subjects,.namelyz—-“ Prefergnce
within the Empire and preferential relations with the Allies;
measures against enemy countries in connection with manufactures
aund shipping and also against the dumping of enemy goods within
the Empire; the abandonment of natur?.ﬁsatlon. laws and com.
pulsory registration of aliens ; the question of licences to trade,
and other regulations affecting foreign firms, the prohibition of con-
tracts with aliens which might be calculated to restrain Imperial
trade, uniformity in patents, designs and trade-mark laws ; Imperial
preference in taxation, the question of a double income-tax, and
the limitation of membership of Commerce to British-born subjects.”

To all of the above subjects mentioned, the Committee of
this Chamber are prepared to assent in general terms and would
solicit the favour of your Chamber’s views in this connection as to
the best means for co-ordinating and forwarding Indian opinion on

the subject,
I have, etc,

J. RextoN-DENNING,
Secretary,

Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, Tth Marck, 1918,

To T™iE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
* Madras.

81r,—I am directed in ioform you that my Committee have
appointed a special Sub-Committee to consider what action should
he taken on the general question of trade after the war, and at
a recent meeting it was agreed that this subject could be most.
profitably dealt with at a joint meeting of representatives of
Chambers of Commerce in India. I am, therefore, to enquire
whether your Chamber is prepared to support this proposal, and,
if so, whether your Committee would agree to the meeting being
held at Simla about the middle of April next, or such other
suitable centre as may be agreed npon. )

2. In view of the fact that the Imperial Council of Com-
merce is to meet in London on the 5th June next, it is felt tbat the
suggested joint meeting of Chambers of Commerce in India
should be held as soon as possible, and to facilitate matters, a copy

. of this letter has been sent to other Chambers,

1 have, etc,
R. E. GrEGoR-PEABSE,
Secretary,
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 13th March 19
To TaE CHarrmAN, PuNsaB CHAMBER op Com e
. Delki, HERR
IR,—In reply to your letter
\ I of the 2
Svei%ht; olunrfo::nﬁa gl({)u that this Chamber will é:hgiiaglu&ry, 1916, 1
\ : er in an 00-0
industrial and commereial dﬁﬂg;::e;tfegh:ndeavour o comb&er:l::

. present enem .
This Chamber is in accord with ¥ countries,

int ; s, Your
B e o e s Juncture deliberations "hod e
lines of policy.” general agreement upon certailcxoxgtil;gle
A e

In this Chamber’s opini
. '8 opinion, no time sh ;
?(?r tilflen :tzrégillsgoixabmluatll?ndof the general ;l;{i;)et;osl:; n taking
. e reached now, the condit] ¢ adopted
end of the mar may casily add 1o th difiulty of g, /L2
otr Allies; a: :llleewpl?:steh: :1'] easu{es being taken in lﬁ‘:) llng: policy.
> ot time, Indian it gland o
selves before policy cryatall‘ise; tllle:':n hicrests must assery g{’lezl}t

The first step it is necessa ,
ary to take is j . .

2?;{3%;;9 at which all the Chamberse(:: l(nj the direction of a
early date l‘(‘:pres?inted; “.ld this ought to be Ommerce in Tndig,
Cousr,xcil ¥ 1(1)101' er that its resolutions may convened at g very
date that bod;?:sl::glweu before the 5th J unr: ai};i%he Imperial
problems. ¢ in London for the con;iderat’ioznofv:gich
ese

The matters which the i
mlg.ht profitably consider are :Eonference of Chambers in India

(1) Preference withi i
with the Allies. in the Empire, anq preferential relation
8

~ (2) Measu i
ma,nu(fa)ctures a’:§ agﬁil;;:ngene;g countries in  connection i
enemy goods within the Eml;ire 2o against the du‘fll:i“: ltl}
. o

(3) The abandonment of n

registration of aliens, aturalisation laws ang compul |
: sory

(4) The question of lic
affecting foreign fi ences to trade an
g gn Jrm. 4 other regulationa

(5) The prohibition of : .
calculated to restrain lmeri:.(lnitl'acta with g

Y
liens whi :
> resi rade, Wwhich might be
(6) Umfor.mlty 1n patents, designs and ¢
(7) Imperial preference in taxatiop rade-mark lg s,
(8) The question of a double iBOOm.e ta.
‘ -tax.
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(9) The limitation of membership of Chambers of Commerce
to British-born subjects.

This Chamber would also add

(10) The prohibition of ownership of real estate in India by
our present enemies.

It would appear to be desirable, also, that a certain interval
of time should elapse between the conclusion of peace and the
resumption of trade relations, however limited and controlled, with
Germany and Austria- Hungary. That interval is required in
order to sllow British factories diverted to the productivn of war
material to resume their former work, to permit of the,gradual
recovery of the labour taken away from industry to the battlefield
and to nullify any sudden move by the enemy in the new com-
mercial and industrial war. It is further required in order that
the people of the Empire may grow more accustomed 3» reliance
upon the Empire and its Allies for the satisfaction of their
demands as consumers. 1bey assuredly cannot now ‘realise how
far the Empire and countries in alliance with it are capable of
meeting their need because some industries started since war
began are still in their infancy, because other jndustries that might
have come into existence have not yet been .born in consequence
of the imperative claims of war work, and because, gener:lly
speaking, the consumers’ wants are now limited in some directions
and over-stimulated in others. There must be a return to some-
thing like normal conditions before the question how far ‘the
Empire and its Allies are gelf-sufficient can be fairly put to the
test. Possibly a period of one year might be enough, but that is
5 matter for discussion, .

This Chamber, then, urges the early assembly of delegates
from all the Chambers of Commerce iu India and the production,
aftor due debate, of a clear aod broadly conceived plan for sub-
mission to the Imperial Council of Commerce, to the British
Government and to the Government of India, and for communi-
cation to the leading mercantile organisations in the countries

of the Allies.
I have, etc,,

, W, B. HonTem,
~ : ‘ Vice-‘(fhwim@-

anmer————

Chamber of Commercs, Madras, 14th . March, 1916,
To TaE CHATRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMREOE,
T Bombay. o

Srr,—In reply to your letter of the 7th instant, I beg to say
that this Chamber has recently addressed the Punjab Chamber of
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Commerce with reference to a Conferen
Chambers of Commerce in India to co
relations after the war, and I enclose ¢
you will see that this Chamber consid
eminently desirable and is prepared
sentatives,

ce of representatives of the
nsider the question of trade
opy of its reply. From this
ers that such a Conference is
to send one or more repre-

As regards the place of meeti

d 0 ng, this Chamber agrees to the
proposal that it should be Simla.

I have, ete.,
W. B, Hunreg,
Vice-Chatrman,

- Chamber of Commerce, Madrs, 15¢),
To THE CHAMBERS OF Commrro,

Bombay, Bengal, Upper India, Karach,
Cockin, Tuticorin and Cocanada,

Str,—I beg to enclose, for your informa.tion, copies of corre-
spondence that has passed between thig Chamber and the Punjab
and Bombay Chambers of Commerce regarding a proposed Confer.
ence of representatives of Chambers of Commerce §

March, 1916,

Bwrma,

discuss trade relations after the war, 0 India to
1 have, et
A E. LAWsoN’
Secretary,

——

N

Punjab Chamber of Commerce, Delki,

To TaE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER o Comu
Madras,

S1gr,—1 am directed to acknowledge the

dated the 13th instant, and beg to hanq you herewith copy of 4

letter addressed to the Bombay Chamber of o C
to a suggestion from that Chamber that Ommerce in angwep

N an ear]
the matter of post-bellum trading should be arratrlg};dcé?):ference on

18tk March, 1916,
ERCE,

eceipt of youp letter,

Your letter now under reply will come b .
for discussion on Tuesday next, efore the Committeq

I ha.ve, ete. ,

J. Rexroy -Dexxing,

Swfetary
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[ENCLOSURE,]

jab Chamber of Commerce, Delhi; to the
Frmgeg?:tarsyecggﬁi:xyp&?g;ber of Commerce, dated the 10th March,
L

1918.

i 53-114 T,
ledge the receipt of your letter No. 3 s
f the 'l:'fﬁ:s%:fé‘“i‘;deir‘f reply thereto am to eay that l:,hlsTE:ag;::E
?a quite prepared to support the prtz)ﬁ:a: o“l]:;,s'len g)hueb ;?s:tt:e‘and € pom:
i i e agree
mectin OEt thl:: agg;gzlb%;n:he lgombay Chamber, but would ask hto b:
33?::?31 3ith a very early intimation as to these particulars when
decision has been arrived at.

Punjab Chamber of Commerce, Delki, 23rd March, 1916,

To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras,

inuati d the 18th
—1In continuation of my letter No, 197, date t
inst.afzn,and with reference to your letter of. the 14th t.li((l):xmv’vi(;;
the sub’ject of a general policy to be adopted in colxlmeﬁ u with
ost-bellum trade, I am directed to express the t a;dsth £ the
g mittee of this Chamber for your letter, and to a b? t
Cl(i:lmber heartily concurs in all you have written on the subject,

- ittee has been appointed here to formulate the
viewsAofS tl‘.ll?e%otﬂ.ljl;lb Chamber on measures to be regon;lx:nerﬁl:gr;z
ference, which it has been suggested both by the :
o Oon nd, the Bombay Chamber should be.held at an early
g:t;m:el‘in: of action in which this Chamber heartily concurs,
)

I have, ete,,
J. RENTON-DENNING,
Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, 23rd March, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE, o
Madras.

i ated the 7th instant,’ pro-

i SIB,_WI:E:mf::enSc?n:& ncl)); l::;;l;’sgntatives of Chambers of

D arco. In Ilngia. to discuss the question of trafle after the

N :inirected to inform you that the first meeting has been

fixed It : n1?,113 25¢h April at 3-30 P.M. and daily thereafter as may
g:e:rra?:ged should further meetings be necessary.

Sub.Committee
ittee venture to suggest that a
houl% a%{lgotr;m;;pointed by each Chamt;;r for til::1 !pgxt;l_l)::: (:'f;
) i var

i i f their members on the ;
COI;W;;nge:il:zdvzwl:rizg forward for discussion at the meeting at
ma,
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Simla. It is also suggested that the vie'ws of
should be circulated to all other Chambers sendin

to Simla to facilitate discussion and to enable & g
to express an opinion with the authority of his
various matters that may be brought forward,

each Chamber
representatives
ach representative
Chamber, on the

3. The following Chambers have alread

the proposed meeting at Simla and will send ripl:g}sl:?a:i%:e:.ing o

Karachi Chamber of Commerce.
Madras Chamber of Commerce,
Punjab Chamber of Commerce,

It is hoped that the Bengal, U . |
- er
Chambers will also agree to send ';P’ese‘;atatiﬁgman?da ?urma
letter to this effect will be sent you on receipt g repliesu;ther
om

these Chambers intimating their wilii
proceedings. 8 1ogness to take part in the

I shall be much obliged if you will kindl

will represent your Chamber at the meoting. y let me kuow who

I have, ete.,
R. E, Gnmon-Pmnsm,
Secretary,

———

Upper India Chamber of Commerce, Cawnpore, 28th Marchﬂ 191
To TuE Sncmmgv, OuaMBER oF CoMuERcE e
. Madras. ’
) IR,—I am directed to pef
ingtint, on the subject of trade a.ft.:: tto
entir¢ sympathy with the movement

Comynlttee to consider th i
tf;ake. 8 acti

your letter of the 15

: t
hedwa.r. This Chamber is ilxll
eme an h.as also formed 5 Sub-
on it is desirable fop this Chamber

It is practically certain th ’

. / at they will
gorlad)omg :qeatmg of .'eP"eﬂentativesyo ¢ Ch::gg::t ghe proposal
n India, but in this point I she}l advise yoy f of Commerce
In the meantime I must content m you arther next week.

adherence of this Chamber to the coy:::it:gt;xev.f inf you of the
ent, -

I have, et,,

J. G. Ryay,
" Secretary.
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 6tk April, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Bombay.

Sir, —With reference to your letter of the 23rd March and
earlier correspondence on the subject of trade policy after the war,
I have to inform you that this Chamber will be represented at the
Conference at Simla by its Chairman, the Hon’ble Mr. Gordon
Fraser.

As regards the views of this Chamber on the main points
likely to come up for discussion, I am to say that it is unanimously,
or practically unanimously, of opinion that :—

1. There has been some laxity or inefficiency in dealing with
German firms in India since war broke out, and the practice of
continuing their operations under official supervision, and thus
accumulating profits, which will presumably be made over to the
German owners when peace is declared, is highly reprebensible,
Closure should be immediate.

. 9. The introduction of some measure of protection is essen-
tial. In the opinion of the large majority of the members of this
Chamber, the system required is one establishing (a) preference
within the Ewmpire and (5) preferential terms as between the
Empire and the Allies. Alternatively—but this would be inade-
quate in the opinion of most members—discrimination in favour
of the Allies would be operative only eo far that they (and neutrals)
would receive better terms than Germauny and Austria-Hungary.

3. The countries at present at war with Great Britain, and
especially Germany and Austria-Huugary, should be compelled,
when peace comes, to.pay special dues on any shipping dsing
British ports, and if any country subsidises its shipping or imposes
special charges on British shipping, retaliatory measures should.be
taken to equalise matters. Precautions shounld be taken to prevent
Germans and other. late enemy owners masquerading as neutrals,
and favourable treatment should be denied to any neutral country
which-tolerates such disguise through the laxity of its shipping
laws. There should be efficient checks on shipping combines detri-

mental to British trade, especially if the combine includes any line
in which late enemy owners are interested. . .

* "4, Aliens trading within the Empire should be required to
take out licences, and such of thémn as are subjects of Germany or
Austria-Hungary should be obliged to pay heavier licence fees and
should receive narrower privileges under the licence than neutral
traders. In the case of aliens belon’ging to neutral countries, the
licence should be & mere formality “and the fees nominal, and the

¥ 2
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privilege accorded by the licence shonld be extensive,
probably be desirable to prohibit ownershj
and Austro-Hungarians and to deny them, a
are interested, mining and other concessions,

It would
p of land by Germans
nd firms in which they

Banking and money lending by aliens should be prohibited
except under licence; and in the case of aliens of German und

Austro-Hungarian nationality should not be permitted under any
consideration. This ruling should apply to missiong throughout
India, whose influence might be detrimental to the interests of
Government and the welfare of the country, Trading and the
ownership of land by alien missions should also be probibited.

5. Naturalisation laws should bo considerably more strict ;
the naturalisation of Germans and Austro-Hungariang should be
suspended for at least a generation ; and naturalised persons, of
whatever previous nationality, should be debarred from holding
positions of trust in the Government,

6. Contracts with aliens whi

. _which are found to be, or are intend-
ed to be, detrimental to the inte

rests of the British Kmpire or of
lliance with that Empire should,
Comt of Law. Further, if such
2 esseatial in war, and appear to be
glve an alien country a local or general
lin question, they should be punishable,

tpso facto, he uneuforceable in a
contracts relate to any material

part of any scheme to
monopoly of the materia

7. Double income-tax should be abolished,

8, Only British-born subjects representing  British firms
shoald be eligible for membership of Chambers of Commece.
Alieus, other than Germans or Austro-Hungarians, should be ag.
missible as honorary memb

ers without power to elect officers of
Chambers or to vote oo questions of general poliey,

The Chamber is also of opinion that the resy
under no matter what restrictions, with Germa

Hungary should be prohibited for, ray, one year from the signing of
peace terms, in order (@) to allow of the resumption of former work
by British factories diverted to munition waking, (6) to permit of

industry to the
the late enemy

mption of trade,

1 have, ete,,
Gorbox Frasgg,

Chairuan.
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 6th April, 1916,

To tHE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE,

, ) nada, Cochin
-achi, Delhi, Rangoon, roqna . .
Bengal Km((};;er India, and Tuticorin.

i h March, 1916,
inuation of my letter of the 15th ,

b SH:,:E:}](;:;UESS; of our letter, dated the 6th nllstant, t;) :ﬁ:
Bome 0Chamber of Commerce in reply to their letter o ;
lZai(;mcl}bla:lytimo on the subject of trade after the war, to be discusse
23 '
at the Conference at Slmla; I have, oo,

T, E. WELRY,

Acting Secretary,

TELEGRAM,

: to the Chamber of
) bay Chamber of Commerce ;
hong]:mg(::[: M);dras, dated the 7th April, 1916.’

inge’ i ber’s address and
i d Hardioge's reply to this Chamber’s !
I[Lwe“(r)::fmlrgication frgm Government of India in cofnnef:t!on
i zr (;.fber war, Committee of this Chamber are now o Oplnlog
e t“-ta de meeting "at Simla on 25th April should be bpostpo:e;l
su%%le?a:er in the year. Actual date to be fixed later by mutu
un . .
arrangement,  Writing fully.

Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, 8th dpril, 1916.

. A
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sir.—1I am directed to confirm the following telegram sent
you from this office on the 7th instant :—

«In view of Lord Hardinge’s reply to this Cha%mlbe(;,'s ?ﬁdggﬁ
and of further communication féom G!otvern:;entl;l i: Czail:ber on-
i i fter war, Committee : :
necmo? ow li:hiortxm‘s?ggaésted me’eting at Simla on 25th %pntl)e sbf;):elg
x;ow zstpgned ontil later in the year. Act’1,1a1 date to
Iaebef by mutual arrangement. Writiny fully.

i i ber's farewell address, Lord Hard-

_ In ~re(alp%1yu]1]gadttt)a1::1;s p(z?:smto assure himself that [ndia would

be statelt debefore anything was finally decided in conn_ectlo%

ok the o mercial policy to be adopted after the cessation o

;lzltl{litg:sc:tl::l the further communication from the Governmen
0 N
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of India, in re
a8 follows :—

e e e e

ply to a telegram from this Chamber, reads

ion of Government
Press that the Allied
ce at Patis, (0) if so,
purpose of securing
n.interests by repre-
on-official. Hon'ble

been called to a report which has appeared in the
Governments propose to hold a Trade Conferen
do Government propose to take steps for the
direct representation in that Conference of Iudia
sentatives from this country, official and o
Mr. Low replied as follows —(a) The snswer to the first part of
the question is in the affirmative, (6) As regards the second part the
Conference in question has been convened to consider, firstly, the
possibility of putting further concerted economic pressure on the
enemy during the war, and, secondly, to interchange views as to
meeting the changed economic conditions efter the war, The

on the 7th March to g depu-

q e has emphatically stated that
the interests of every part of the Empire, India being specifically mem.

tioned, would be borne in mind jn entering on the Conference, and
ommons he further explained

Government and with the Gov
ernments of the Dominjons.”
This Chamber’s telegram to the Government of India read as
follows :~—

* This Chamber negotiating meeting with oth
subject of trade after war, Sir William Clark yes
wire you requesting you telegraph urgently text of
Hon'ble Mr. Acharia’s question in Council o

regarding Allied Trade Conference, Please wiro f
to-morrow,”

er Cbambers on
terday urged us
answer given to
0 21st March
ully to veach us

My Committee feel, in view of these definite agy
Indis is to be consulted j i i noce, that

necessity for a meeting of all Chap

instant, and hence their Suggestion that the meeting shoyl
postponed until later in the year, .

In the meantixe a Sub-Commiytee

of this Chg ill con.
tinue to sit for the purpose of drawing u amber will con

P poiunts for discussion, and

TRADE AFTER THE WAR. 13
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i i i the information of all
e recomltmla:li]dmo::tviv:l :fem;igl::ﬂn?; at Simla, pefﬁre the
Ch:::li]: er:ak:; p?gcelf I am to express & hope that a similar pro-
::I;fluregwill be followed by your Chamber.
I baye, ete.,
R. E. GREGOR-PEARSE,
Sécretary.

\

Punjab Chamber of Commerce, Delhi, 28th April, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.

information, the
- irected to forward, for your iniorm
attnclsx‘;g’ ooIp; n;f d;relettet addressed to the Chbairman of the
iti ial Council of Commerce.
British Imper: ——
J. RENTON-DENNING,
Secretary,

w——

\
{ENCLOSURE. ]

Punjab Chamber of Commercs, Delki, YTth April, 1918,
To THE CHAIRMAN, BRITISH IMPERIAL COUNCIL OF CoMMERCE,

i Council, the
] b, for the information of your .
Sir,—1 f?rw&rila?::‘:;ﬁt,hiu Chamber, in connee_tion ;vi:t:llaﬂl; :?:h
i e?i'?: ‘of ox:lne!:hods for the regulation of trade; par
:L:::l; countries after the war, )

i he poeeibility of the
t this Chamber assumes th ot

b o s Caioms Ui b o, e g
ne e eelbly pr ' fons composing it
natione, and tne Cle onsibly provide that the nation omposiog It
tona of the B e rpcise free and inde?endent action in‘l gl: bers
b e e ely fsoa osee, they will co-operate in the adop
of duties for pml‘e:’yi.t;:?:oprnm“h; epemy manu!aetuxe:' ?dcﬁgﬁ?ﬁ?’:
" me::;:i:: :.ggresaive and hurtful to their interes
from

" Ch i hi
— fo) deliberation, this Chamber is of ov;g::nofthﬁ“:h‘m;
oo San o stalned b Lmparng o, mpe e 08 Rpn 5L
-Union countries an Jax to be & thing
goods from non Un Union counties, the super o be a thing
Union countries to n?;:liﬁo“ to, the duties imposed for mw nl:)s sees.
apart from, sod in addlt ol IO o ted nere, the voo-Custors. Union
If & auperax s IApoRRC b must be redaced making the O e
manifaeturers’ margin O(.gon-C ustoms Union conntries less ul:n ofitable
and commercial energy Qseful to the State, retardmf the ‘w:he stlor
to their people and less usefy | judging by the_spitic o people,
- 1;;02:;: 3&‘:,‘3&&1:?,;:,01’6, the purpose of armaments. (S
aga ,
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All the countries of the Union will be able to contribute strength
to this co-operation in some shape or form, and countries like India
wn?h a: abundaace of indispensable raw materials will be of inestimable
value to it.

The Chamber is aware that g fear exists in the minds of some
people that India’s interests will suter if arything is done to restrain
enemy coustries from obtaining their supplies of raw materials, such
as jute, oilseeds, rice, etc., on open narket terms as bitherto, The
people who take this view of the Fositiou overlook, the Cuamber thinks,
the fact, that all Customs Union countries will continue to buy on
open market terms from Indi in the readjustment of trade
after the war and from the stimulant that > i
to manufactures manipulating these
Britain, in the Dominioas,
Union, demand for India’s 15
up what non-Customs Union
the new corditions.

The suggestions which the Chamber begs respectf |} i
your Council as snitable for India are :— g pectinlly to subumit to

(@) A super import tax of at least 20 per cent. to be im

imports of finished goods from non-Castoms Unjop countriesl?osed on al
No super import tax to be imposed on articles j

Cusu_)ms Union countries provided that super import lt[:.l;ror:gg:lroa;

that imposed by India over and above whatever imporg duty has bee

imposed on the articles by the Casto -

. ar ms Union €xporting countr
fiscal purposes is lmposed on such imports from non o y aior
countries,

products in India, in
as well as in the ot
W materials will devel
countries may be un

Great
her countries of the
0p, which will take
able to take, under

(6) A super export tax of at least 15 nt, b
hides and skins, bones, raw jute, rice, oilseeds, groun?im;mtgossvd o]n
minerals, and teakwood, exported to non-Customs U} s O

. 810D countrieg,

. No super export duty to be imposed op thes i
Cnstoms Union countries provided ghat a supereefp::: l(;:}lisy %’:pgét?d o
15 per cent, over and ahove whatever export duty ig impoeed b leg‘st
and the Customs Union country for fiscal purposes ig im og du on
exports of these articles from the Customs Uniog importip » te; t
non-Customs Union countries, ’ § conntry to

. {e) Privileges in Indian ports to be aceord
shipping equivalent only to corresponding pr
Customs Union ports to British

shipping,
(d) Non-Customs Union shipping, visii i
least double the dues payable by Cusb%ms Un!]g Indmg JOTIS to pay at

lon shippiny,
(¢) Facilities in Indian ports to be deni ids
non-Customs Ugion Governu?ents. enied to vessels Subsidised by

(1) Indian Government subsidi
Union shipping, s may only be granteq to Customa

(9) That all merchandise importeq ; i s
Unio:g: bottoms. Ported into Tndia be Carried in Customg

(k) Subjecta of non-Custom
from entering India except by pas
under license.

per ce

led to Customs Union
lvileges accordeq in

8 Unijon countries t, ‘
0 b
sport or from residing iy 7

(s) That no further certificateg f irati
to persons of enemy nationality, ¢ natumlnaamn *hould

prohibiteq
India except

be granteq

TRADE AFTER THE WAR. 15

j ' i ia for 10 years
tject he allowed to trade in India
ft (I?he'gcl)]::lsgiggeor?;;:ce]nnd therefier only under license. ad
: erl That no epemy suhject may purcha.sel o:‘ th(l)ldto :gstm(i);
minérzll leases in Indir, or enter into ccntracts calculate
de, .

Impt::"l:;l tl::ﬂ:bel‘ship of Chambers of Commerce to te confined to
3 ion subjecte. ) .
0“550!;15 g:vernmeflb contracts with enemy subjects to.b.e prohll‘ntet'i. .

EZ) “Enemy subjects ‘o be prohibiied from practising profession

in India. 1 bave, ete.,

(84.) James CURRIE,
Chairman.

e

Chamoer of Commerce, Madras, 1st May, 1916.

To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Bombay.

Sir, —With reference to previous cqrr;espoudei::lce~t l:):t :llll::
subject (trade after the war), I pave to inform ylu(,ion e
Chg.mber, at its last monthly meeting, passed a reso
ting the postponement of the Conference.

j Conference was merely to
i that the ohject of the b : ! ]
a reesgﬁu«]:grtuin broad principles f policy, this CharInt:;zix; lswl}ﬁabb:
tg understand how Government assurahnc%s tlfla.' nc: ey
nfere
der it unnecessary to hold the Co ;
téortlsultelti r?)[:u' view, the svouer a b.roa.d agregmenItb 1§8 Efm
bat:een Chambers of Commerce in Tadia the bettqr. r:ival foult
te ce what advantage can result from postponing a ral at ¢
doeﬁzite policy until the invitation_ ltlo exl[))rg?; ;:v:pl;l;;?xnin rga“ty,’
ich time the general policy will proba i
Ego:hllxchnolt formaﬁy, determined. It mugt'also l;il;g!:%n::::g
th tgsl'll announcements of schemes to restrain or e indo Germas
t 8‘de after the war have appreciable rhog‘al eﬂ"gfct cl)ln oseemp ixta of
J::a Ewpire and on the enemy, espem:(l’lyé tal.te I;c:iyon
i e .
eous and not merely in respous
e ' I have, ete,,
GoRrDON FRASER,

Chairman,

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 2nd Hay, 19186,

To THE CHAMBERS oF COMMERCE, .
Bengal, Karachi, Delhi, Eangoon, gocqna,da. Cochin,
. Upper India, and Tutscorin.

Sir,—W he 6th April .

i ther. reference to my letter, of t| R

1916 II beg lttxl)1 Zg:;lo:; copy of this Chamber’s letter of the 1st
]
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instant to the Bombay Chamber of C i
Conference of Chambers be held at an earl(;mcllr;::ce Orglog that the

I have, ete,,
T. E. WeLny,
dcting Secretary,

Upper India Chamber of Commerce, Cawnpore, 9th Mq 1
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE #1916
Madras. g
Sir,—~While thanking you for
instant, I beg to hand you herewith, f%gu;o
of a letter addressed to all members of t
above subject (trade after the war).

letter of the

. 2
hqr information, co;(;
is Chamber, on the

I bave, ete,
J. G. Ryan,
Sec'retary.

{ENCLCSURE.)

Upper India Chainber of Commerce, Cawnpore, 98}
To ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHAMBER. ' L

Sirs,— Your Committee have had befor
ation the qnes_t.ipn of Illfii&’s trade relatio:; eni";tg?:hre
rest of the British Empire and with other States and ::,:r,'mbf’"l with the
ries,

The British Imperial Council of Comm
hg‘rdof Commerce have had the wide reachiu:c;::iitbe London Chap.
trade after the war in discuesion for some time, 03 of the Ewmpire’s
ference of the British Imperial Council of C°’m :ﬂ & Businesg Con-
Loodon_on the 6th \‘Iune to discuss an important herce will meet in
connection. This Chamber is reprenenteg on PTORramme in thj
Alexander McRobert, Kt., L L.D, the Council by Sl:

The Panjab Chamber of Commere

leading Chambers in India on the subje:t r:%edn :lisyumdr"sed the other
was pracmcallg decided to hold a Conference of ﬂdO\llttmme of this ig
various Chambers at §|mla on the 25th iustant elegates from the
however; the Bombay Chamber, which had taken g 1 'SOr %0 thia date
mining on the Bimls Conference, felt thbat in view 3: ing part in deter
Hardinge to the Bombay Chamber’s farewell address the reply of Loy
a question i the Imperial Council, and which were re and of a reply to
a.ssnrnnce:v ths}’t India wasto be consulted in the egarded as definite
after the lar, there was no nrgent necessivy for themat“'r of “Trade
bers at Simla on the 25th instant, and that this meetine ) 05,2, Cba
poned till later in the year. meeting should be poat

‘ In the interim your Committee

‘to report on the question and in doinl;;agoa&%oig“g Ca Bub-Committee
regarded the Simla Conference to.be merely pre arate " mittee clearly
Cooference of the British Imperial Couneil P Tatory to the Londo
on the 6th June, of Commerce to be hplg

April, 1918,

ecently for congidey.
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With the Simla Conference postpored your Committee have now
considered their Sub-Committee’s report as applicable to the forthcoming
London Conference, and necessary for the instruction of the Chamber’s
representative at this Conference.

The Sub-Committee recommended diseussion of five'subjetts, indi
cating their views thereon. The Committee have added s sixth, and
the recommendations of the Committee, with this addition and the
measure of support accorded to eath recommendation, are as follows :—

(2 The Committee by a majority covsider that it would be inads
visible to make any radical change in the fiscal policy of India; they
recognise, however, that in certain cases it might be found Leneficial to
depart, for a term of years, from the general principle of fee trade with
a view to fostering such industries and trades as can be rarried on econo-
mieally (1) in India-and (2) in the British Empire. ’

Any protection thus afforded should, however, not be discriminatory
or preferential, as between present Allies, enemies, or neutrals,

(b) The Committee are unsnimous in_strongly supportiog the neces-
sity for revising, thronghout the British Empire, the law governing
the naturalisation of aliens and for restrieting in India the facilities for

paturalisation afforded by the present law.
{¢) The Committee by a majority support the necessity for the

compulsory registration of all aliens and the imposition of a poll tax on

all aliens. '

(d) The Committee unanimously consider that licences to trade are
necessary in the case of all alien firms and companies, and of firms and
companies of which any of Lhe partnere, directors or oﬁcers are aliena,

{¢) The Committee are unanimously in favour of the necessity for
making uniform throughout the Empite the laws governing patents,
designs and trade marks.

{f) (Added) "The Committee unasimously consider that it may be
found necessary to prohibit ownership of land in India by sabjects of

resent enemy countries and to deny to them and to firms in which they
are interested, mining and other concessions. : ]

It is necessaty to point oub that the Sub-Committee were naot unani. .
mous in the Grst of these recommendations (a). A etill further variance
of opinlon exists among the Committee in respect to the second portion
of this recommendation, & minority being in favour of discrimination.

‘A ‘variance of opinion, again baxed on discrimination, also exists in
regard to the third recommendation. ‘ v S

The Committee prefer to restrict their tecommendations to the six
aestions detailed abyve, but in inviting your views on these recommend-

. Etions I am td indicate that any opinions you may hold on other matiers

which you counsider may be profitably discussed will be communicated to
the Chamber’s represeutatives ab the London Conference..

I am directed to request the favour of‘ a reply wibhin » week.

I have, ete.,
Sd.} J. G¢ RYan,
. Secretary.
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Chamber of Commerce, Karach; 18¢
To THE SecreTaRrY, Ci :
, 2 1AMBER or ( D
) ¥ CoMMERcE,
Madras,

SII't,——-I am directed to forwa

. rd, for a i

a copy ?ach of («) the minutes of a ﬁpeciaiyou;nctﬁormam?n'

of the, Chamber held on the 2nd instant, and (b%’the Srrll)ee‘cmg

mittee’s Report and the Committee’s Resolutiop No 89u o;jﬁn
. Le

18th ultimo regarding the poli
encourage trade after the war[.) ¥ to be adopted to protect and

May, 1916.

I have, etc,,
E. L. Rocrgs,
Secretary.

—

- [ENCLOSURE. ]
KARACHI CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
No. 11 of 1916,

Minutes of proceedings of a special general meeting of the K b
arac

Chamber of Commerce held ) 5
the 2nd May, 1916, at 3 ;.m?t; the Chamber Buildings, on Tuesday,

AGENDA,

To consider the Report submi
itted by the Sub-C i i
?nng(i:lr‘:h%l(ilgmmlllt;b?e 8 Resolution No, 78 of the gStE(KluaTclftee' & horted
after thg waz w(I\IT?)éesT'li‘ll?e Sb?xl?%opted- to protect and ell“cloglrg’g?fg:rg :
e Cine war, —I -Lommittee’s Report is pri i Hie
Al Toae ee’s Resclution No, 89 of Minutes No Piates io full fn

In opening the proceedin, i
: oceedings, the Chair i i
gadetgghci)y ?ﬁ; the Empire after the wa:n ::tl‘::;'d shat toq hing out
IC_proverb about counting chiokens before wor"hod him of the

then, th v ¢
ofe;]v hit:: beti ﬂotﬁassgﬁ}agiaxbzt;e British Imperial Council of Commerce,
‘“;‘b]e"t in London on the 6th Jun::se:t member, would discuss the whole
. .
that é);;)‘};;zmlagni sbee;n T&de by the Bombay Chamber a few
that eprasentati layod all the lodian Chambers should meev:epkssbaok
P eavour to la '19}:"] the general lines of commercial "i' e
%l})edCcﬁzference wag 'ﬁxedefoll?ntrl?: hl:;s(gh&mli:er fa %proved o l;l!:e li)ge‘:yagg
: onoe week o il. Y
Lord H gg ;ngfl(lin b}zogl];sy (l))n the eve of his depaprrt‘llxre rlf‘g: F&Jesumnce o
%?n given o opportuni?; ofy :xh:rgzgiltie};tGoyemment until ulrx(z) iei; tllnl:;
ng its
#mber to suggest a postponement of %he p¥(l>i)vg:éél %olnefgrgggeBo(l)nt?\?
. r
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Chambers agreeing, the Karachi Chamber also concurred, Speaking
personally, he thought it was a pity not to have met, because the subjeot
would have to be threshed out by all the Chambers in Conference ; and

the sooner the subject was tackled, the better.

In the mesntime a special Sub-Committee of the Karachi Chamber
had been considering the matter; the Committee were in complete
agreement with the Sub-Committee’s recommendations. And it was
those recommendations that they would now consider. In this connection
the Chairman drew attention to the programme drawn up bY the British
Imperial Council of Commerce and printed in their_circular letter of
the 8th March last. The Imperial Council had divided the matters to
be considered under three main headings—(1) fiscal questions, (2) legia~
lative questions, and (3) voluntary sction by Chambers of Commerce and
Boards of T'rade, and as the Chamber had nominated Mr. Houghton, of
Messrs. Donald Graham and Co., to represent, it at the Business Conference
in London on the 6th June, it would be well if they could come to an
agreement on the various matters get forth in the Imperial Council's

programme.

¢ Before starting,” Mr. Webb continued, ** I should like to eay with
referende to the beliefs of the orthodox Free Traders, of whom we no doubt
have some representatives here present, that no Tariff Reformer disputes
for one moment that under a policy of Free Trade all round, the world’s
production of goods take place at the lowest possible economic cost and
the ohespest possible price to the consumer. That point is not, disputed.
What is questioned is quite another matter. It is this:—Is it wise to
subordinate every social, economic, political and imperial consideration
to the attainment of the utmost possible cheapness in consumption? . That
is the question. *‘The fact that we have all met here to~day to consider
what policy shall be adopted towards commercial Germany after the
war, is & plain indication that the majority of the members of this
Chamber are of opinion that there are matters other than cheapness in
consumption that we ought now to consider.”

The recommendations of the Committes (vide page 44 of the Com-
mittee’s Minutes of the 18th April, 1916,) were then discussed and adopt-
ed paragraph by paragraph. In ope particular only a modification was
made. The meeting were unanimously of opinion thav some discrimin-
ation in favour of British shipping and against enemy shipping shoald
be shown at ports in India and other parts of the British Empire. Where
foreign countries bad closed their coastal trade against British shipping,
the meeting was unanimously of o;ijnion similar restrictions sbould be
placed on foreign shipping trading between ports of the Britlsh Empire,

The programme of the British Imperial Counncil of Commerce to be
considereg at the Conference in Londou on the th.J nne next was dis-
cussed in detail, and the following policy was unanimously agreed upon

and approved :— .

(1 FISCAL QUESTIONs.

The Chamber is in favour of i—
() A system of preferential tariffs within the Empire.
(b) Preferential trade relations between the British Empire and.
Allied nations,
{¢) Measures being taken within the Empire against enemy coun-
tries in respect of manufactured goode and shippings

(d) Measures heing takea to prevent the dumpiog of enemy goodi.
within the Empire. S
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(2) LEGISLATIVE QUESTIONS.

The Chamber is in favour of :—
(@) The amendment of laws relating to nationalisation
{b) The compulsory registration of aliens throughout the Empire

(¢} The registration for pu i
Y S purposes of record of foreign traders, tirms

(d) Reform ‘of patents and desi
0 s 8 gns and trad i
object of establishing a uniform basis tgrl;l:;kzulta:ge ‘E;)hpfrl::e

(¢) The application of the princi
) he principle of I i i
s:):‘:l%cllop and the a@]usbmenb%f the p:?ag::ta; ag;efe;ence ich
e income-tax is charged within the Emp)i,re ™ bY which

(/) The assimilation of commercial law throughout the Empire
(3) VOLUNTARY ACTION BY CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE .
(2) The question of limitin,

merce to British-born
of each Chamber.

g the membership of Chay
€ mber Jom-
subjects should be left to the Ti{)afor(;:i?n

A3
The Chamber {3 in favour of :—

b) Appointment of additional T isei
spective Governments o? lh'txf‘](}:pi(r]:.m fissioners by the re-

(c) Encouragement of inter-Imperial trade exhibitions
() Tl.ll.'lem promotion of closer trade and soctal relag s withi
pire and in relation to Allied countries ations withio the
(¢) The organisation of increased banking facilities
A copy of these Minutes and al .
Committee’s Resolution No. 89 l"osio e rnb-Committee's R
‘ . o D eport and
(ﬁhambers of Commerce in Indi’a, andea}x?:hbultb‘l‘xno' ot ot to all
oughton, for his gnidance when bg the Champar b0 Mr.

Bueiness Conference of the Briti Tbresenting the Chamber at
London on the 6th June, 1916, risish tmperial Council of Comm:“eui‘:

(8d.) E, L, RoGErs,

Sd. .
Secretary, (54:) M. DEP, Wess,

Chairman,

Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, 30th June, 1916
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE, ’ '
13
Madyas.

Sie,—With reference to i
) - ] revious co i
:\ectlont. th:hf the question of It?ra.de after riﬁipofvifn? dm e
o?%‘}f; x::)n o fng Committee that a meeting of ‘repr;lsen:ot‘ths
ers of Lommerce in India might be held in Simla 8‘Iwes
, 1 am

now directed to enquire whether your Chamber wil] agres t
ree to a

Conference being held in Simla i ‘
meeting of the Imperial Legislat;;' emc o?x?:ii@ber néxt during the

" preferential relations with the
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I am to add that the subjects my Committee propose to
put forward for discussion will be sent very shortly to all
Chambers of Commerce taking part in the Conference.

I have, etc.,
R. E. GREGOR-PEARSE,
Secretary.

—————

Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, 14th July, 1916,

.To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBEE OF CoMMERCE,
Madras.
Sir,—Adverting to previous correspondeuce in connection
with trade after the war, I am attaching hereto the final
recommendations of this Chamber.

The Conference of Chambers of Commerce will be held in
Simla immediately after the meeting of the Imperial Legislative
Coupoil in September next, and due notice will be sent you regard-
ing the place of meeting and the actual date and hour fixed.

I bave, etc.,
R. E. GrEGOR-PEARSE,
Secretary.

[ENCLOSURE. ]

Recommendations of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce in connection
with trade after the war. :
Temporary Measures.
(1) That in view of the impossibility of knowing when or how
peace will ke concladed, it is desirable, as a temporary precaution, that

the Empire should forthwith decide that for a period of not less than
r the termination of hostilities, an absolute interregnum

six months aft,ql 1
should be established during whioch time :—

(@) No enemy subject, including enemy subjects now interned,
should, except for purposes of state and under special licence, be allowed
to enter or remain in any port of the British Empire. .

(b) No ememy shipping whatsoever should be allowed to enter
British ports.
A, Measures Suggested for the Empire as & whole.

(1) Pirstly, preferential relations within the Empire, and, eecondly,
Allied or nentral countries to the exclu-

sion of our present enemies, .
(2) Measures to provent the dampiog of enemy goods within
the Empire.’ : i
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(3) Uniformity in patents, designs and trade mark laws.
(4) Abolition of double income-tax throughout tke Empire.
(5) The establishment of a Ministry of Commerce,

(6) Larger grants for scientific industrial research.

(7) Reciprocal treatment to steamers own i
countries in the ports and on the coasts of the E;‘:)il:z ?lche(tih::tl:eemml
of each Allied or neutral country to receive the sz;,m‘e.,treatmea?e'"
British waters and ports as British steamers receive in the wat s and
ports, respectively, of each Allied or neutral country. aters and

(8) Prohibition (or unfavourable treatment i
dues, etc.) against shipping belonging to enemy couézrgg: shape of port

(9) The ‘extension of the system by which G

ments snd local authorities give prefe?ence to (Bxgivt(;.;lx)u:gg(bh Deﬂarh-l
authorities shou}d only use other than British goods if acbuall‘ f roet
to do so by considerable advantage in favour of such foreign goo)(,lsomed

(10) An improvement in the status *and
Consuls with restrictions i i nd usefulness of British
Britain. o nationality to all persons acting for Great

(1}) The protection of industries now s

trades hitherto prinecipally in the hands of our paried Lo compete with

: | enemies,
{12) Stricter naturalisation laws and reglstration of alicns
- .

(13) Non-registration of any Com 3 .

undertaking that not less than 75 per ceng.a ggih?if;u:l(’:ﬁaﬁog give an
by British subjects. Also annulment of registration of e owed
which at-any time fails to fulfil this qualification, any Company

(14) Anti-trust legislation to preve i
. . b
industries which are essential to the &ell-b’;inglgnthceon

Empire

(15) Such stringeney in the laws of th i .
sary to prevent change of ownership of ﬁrmseor%:gllglr:ngs may be necer.
tion of new titles to disguise alien ownership, paniet, ot the adop.

(16) Such restrictions on the i
would enable the British Empire to lg]
supporting ia regard to all essentials.

trol of trades or

ports of enemy manufacty
ecome, as rapidly as possibler,es.e?i.-

B, Measures in connection particularly with India

(1) That foreign firms and ships trading j i
pelled to contribute to the funds (?f the i?rgiti;%]lg:r;ir:h?xmél had- oo
protection they trade and that the only eflective method fnde'r " hoee
to levy a tax on turnover in lieu of Indian income-tax ol dolngaois

(2) That any enemy subject entering Indi i

no denemy subject be allowed to reside ig ll:ld?a bf%: ef,ffﬁf,id a.nfd that,
and that adequate measures will be devised to prevent an 3‘? o frade
ownership and/or nationality. Any enemy subjects or any engm lsa‘g*}e of
who have become vaturalised within 20 years before the out,bry s]ll Y e
im(lll; to be permanently prohibited from sharing in or holdin ;.a oy ne
odirectly prospecting licences, mining leases or any othe 4 dlfect:ly or
commercisl concessions within the limits of the Indian Emrp;?e ustrial or

(3) 'The necessity for stricter n isati i i
and also the possibilities of danahut:ﬁ:;;l;:mon fame in Iudia in future
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(4) Disqualification of all bat British:bqrn subjects from service
upon Municipalities, Port Trusts and other similar bedies,

(5) Protection for threatened and or nascent Indian industries by
the impositlon of wider import duties and/or export duties on Indian
raw materials.

(6) The abolition of the excise duties on cloth.

(7Y The necessity for the import of machinery free of duty.

(8) Extension of Government support to new industiries in India.

(9) The readjustment of railway rates where uecessary to assist
existing and new industriea,

(10) The exteusion of raflway facilities in India.

(11) The improvement o’ cotton cultivation.

(12) Al Government Departments, State Railways, Port Trusts,
Municipalities, and other similar public bodies, shall, as far as posssible,
confine their purchases to British goods from British firms,

(13) Wherever foreign or enemy Governments attempt to stimulate
their industries by subsidies or preferences effective countervailing
duties to be imposed.

(14) Wherever and whenever it may be permissible for enemy
subjects to employ agents in India such Agents to be British subjects
only and all such appointments to be strictly under Government

licence,

Political Devartment, Karachi, 24th July, 1916.
To THE SECRETARY, CAAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Str,—1I shall be obliged if you will favour me with a copy
of the reply of your Chamber to the recent enquiry from the
Government of [udia regarding the policy that should be adopted
after the war in regard to trade with hostile nations.

T have, etc.,
W. N. Ricaarbsor,
Controller of Hostile Trading Concerns in Sind.

PRSI

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 27th July, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Bombay.
Sir,—1I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 14th
July, 1916, enclosing the final recommendations of your Chamber

on the subject of trade after the war. In 1.'ep1y, I have to inform
you that this Chamber agrees to the holding of the Conference
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in Simla immediately after the meeting of the Imperi i
“ e 8 2 al]' .
Council in September next. ° P Legislative
- T have, etc.,

T, E, WeLny,
dcting Secretary,

tham‘ber of Commerce, Bombay, 11th August, 1916

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE
]
Madras,

Srr,—With reference to previous corres : o
with trade after the war, T fm directed topg;]fii?:;;ﬂuthi]nnectmn
enquiries made it would appear that' there will be at from
modation available in Simla in Septembeér for the re 0o accom.
of the various Chambers in India who were to attend I:lr]eﬂentamvesj
Conference. ¢ proposed

9, My Committee are, therefore, compel
centre for this meeting, and they com{siderpDélel?i tgv(:‘\:ﬁlg%s: another
for the propose. Wil you kindly let me know whetk suitable
representatives agree to this Conference being held:-in Dej ler  your
the first week in October? 1 Delhi during

3. 1 am to add that the recommendations f .
a copy of which was sent you with my letter, datz(()intl,htehﬁ tChhalm_ber,
are merely suggesied headings for discussion at the uitimo,

Conference. for theoming

I have, ete,,
R, E. GREGOR-PEARSE‘

Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 14th, August, 1916
8t, .

To ™t CoNTROLLER oF HosTILE CONCI:‘RNS IN SiND
) SINT
Karachs, !

Sir,—1 beg to acknowledge recei

of the 22nd July, 1916, requesting the pé}f:gg::fl?tter
reply to the recent encuiry from the Goveroment of( rIa i
ing the trade policy to be adopted after the w nd
forward herewith the Chamber’s views on the g 1[".
after the war embodied in a letter to the B, b
Commerce, 1 may mention that this
approached by the Government of India a
of its opinion on the above subject.

No, 1149
opy of its
1a regard-
In reply, 1

mbay Chamber of
Chamber has not been
sking for an expression
I have, etc,,

T. E. WiLsy,

Acting Seeretary.

- asdured by the Commerce Member, both

t of trade -
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Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, Ind September, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMEROE,
Madras.

Sie,—I am directed to send you herewith a copy of a letter
that has been received in this office from the Bengal Chamber o
Commerce, together with a copy of my Committee’s reply thereto,
and, shall be much obliged if ygu will kindly favour my Committes
with the views of your Chamber thereon. '

1 have, ete,,
R. E. GzEcOR-PRARSE,
' _ Seoretary.

a—

n [ENCLOSURES.]

‘Benga! Chamber of Commerce, Oaloutia, 2Bth August, 1916

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
: Bombay. ’

SIR,—1 am directed to acknowledge the recdipt of your letter, dated
the 11th Auguet, on the subjeos of the proposed Cooferensce {o thia
connection (trade after the war). R

2. The Comuittes note that the idea of bholding the Conferents at
imls in September mnst be abandoned, as accommodation for the dele-
gktes capnot be provided there. They have also considered your sug-
estion that it should be held at Dethi in the Brst week of Ootober,
Q‘hay fear, however, that. this would not be convenient to them, as it is

most unlikely that they wonld be able to arrange for delegates to pro
ceed to D:lbiin October. : :

3. lamtg add that, slncei their meetiogs with Sir Geo Baines
Inst mon:ia. the Committee have again v uralnl}y_duz:ned ‘the
gn‘emod of ‘whether it is advieable to old ttie Conference just at pravent, .

seing that the commercial commuuit&al::v:n ﬂ:&eﬁn da%'l::t:ll%d rie‘ \
s

ba
will be consulted before action is takin, they feet that a &thre.u; H
h:lld b:o‘;v, woutd, not be likely to advanee matters materially. Pori
appears to them to be ossentigl, If the views of the commerels! communtly
are to carry any weight, that any Conférence whjsh may be held must
unanimously pies strong resolutions in réspect of the yarious
questions which will engage its attention. Aud they doabs it_at th

resent moment mercantile opinion has, #0 to apeak, sufficiently crystal-
leed to ensure that suitable resolations in ra-zegu of some of the prinei-

! queetions would be nuulgpdﬂy sasented to, They have, therefore,

Telustantly come to the con asion that the postponement of the Con-
ference, for & further period would be & wise measure ; and they com+
mend this suggestion to the attention of your Committes, whose views
upon it they will be glad to be favoured with in due codrse,

tis noted that the reeommandatidu, forw.gded"vflt.h your latter,
dug: ﬁlo l;ﬁh Jualy, are merely sugg headings for (lllc:uion at uhi
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Conference. In other words, that they are not recommendations which
have been adopted as the cousidered views of your Chamber,
I have, ete.,
{8d.) H. M. Haywoop,
Sscretary.

Chamber of Comncree, Bombay, 31st August, 1918,
To THE SECERTARY, BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caleutta,

SIR,—} am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 1720,
dated the 25th instant, in conneciiyn with the proposed Conference for
the purpose of ditcussing the trade policy of India after the war and to
state, in replg, my Committee note with much regret that the proposal
to hold this Conference duiing the first week in October is not likely to
suit the convenience of your, bamber, and partieularly so as most other
Chambers have sgreed to the date and place of meeting,

2. 1t is also Doted with much regret that
uow apparently come to the conclusion that it is
Conference should be postpoued indefinitely, M
further postponement would be undesirable and, fr
India’s 1nterests genersily, possibly dangerous,
earnestly Lo request that your Commitres will reconsider the maiter ang
agree to take pait at the Conference, They also feel that the nop-attend-
ance of yourChamber’srepresevtalivesat a Conference of this nature wonld

materially lessen the weight of any opinions or 1esolutions that might
have Lo be submitted to Government |

commupity in this country, and woul

our Committee have
esirable the proposed
y Committee feel apy
om the point of view of
and this being so, I am

ests in India. I am here to add that my Committee are siy

opinion that the Conference should take ;y;lace at the eames;‘);fs'ﬁb?é
date that will suit the convenience of all the delegates, and if your
Committee will tix the date that will hest suit your representatives an
effort will be made to secure the approval of alYoLher Chambers bal,(ing
part.

3. Asregards the fourth paragraph of your lebter

again to state that the recommendations gf this Cha:n';i? ffpeloyply“f,'}

l:vhlgp wa? SEI‘]iti to you w“t,htli?y letter, ((iiab(t:d the 11th instant are suggested
eadings for discussion at the proposed Coufe . "

in those iteme that carry no defy 5 rexce. Thatis tosay that

e ite! efinite recommendation, this >h i
pot think it necessary or desirable to do more thup éuggest(’ tl:amli:;sd;g

which a general discussion mighs, take place ; but yach of the items as

do indicate a definite course of procedure to be ,
have been very fully discussed in Committee anq {lowed atuer the war,

b;
and can, therefore, be accopted by your Chamber za“:zl:lliir:eﬁﬁemlly.
sidered views of this Chnmber, “Thoge views are, of course, subly t b0
+such modification as may be decided upon by the majont }e{:}t} .
taking part in the proposed Conference, Jority of those

I have, ete,,
(84.) R. E. GREGOR-PEARSE,
Secretary,
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, Sth September, 19186,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Bombay,

e receipt of your letter of the 11th

Sm"_flnlfi% t(;: (;lﬁ!;:vzll]eeclg will bepno accommodation available
.Aug_usti, p oSe t,e%nber for the representatives of various Chambers
v bl‘m 5 -epwho are to meet for the proposed Conference to
?lt;sc(;::l la:e:subject of trade after the war and suggesting that

Delhi would be a suitable centre.

i i is_prepared to accept Delhi &s the place
of n}glblil:; thi‘l? chg:ilgg:s Bsng[;lore more suitable. for climatic
d more coavenieatly located for a considerable proportion
r?:lgn?iglne ates concerned. There should be no difficulty in sectilb .
?ng :ccomrgnodation at Bangalore at the date proposed for the
ce,
Conteres 1 bave, etc.,
T. E, WELBY,

dcting Secretary. .

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 12th September, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Bombay. , ‘

L)
ur letter of the 2nd September, 1916, I
Sm_,-?olrnmr;gllly :gag%his Chamber is strongly of opinion that
beg 10 lfnrence should not be postponed on the strength of vague
the .Clon eurances. If mercantile ppinion has not crystallised after
official ass of war conditions, a3 the Bengal Chamber sug_ges;’s,
two y e,-“smore than time it did, and nothing more definite wxll‘ e
then 1t mt without discussion directed to specific issues at a Con-
arrived 8 d hoc. [ludividual meditation over the sub,;?cb will carry
ference fa z}fér' and if Home and official opinion * crystallises”
befors Em;o ean mercantile opinion in India, there will be very
before Fau practical result from the consultation promised
htt,le‘.ho(gio e Bya.rnes. This Chamber is not aware of anything
oy o tof'gcord of the Government of India in regard to enemy
in the p}??ch justifies such confidence as the Bengal Cham_lberbap%éars
zf,ad;;ae fn official declarations that something will be done

some time. B -
This Chamber, however, recognises the 1mgortanc€ of segg}nug
the Bengal Chamber’s co-operation. Would it not be possible to

icipation in & discussion need
i to that Chamber that participa! e
gglbn:o(::;\i: it to any policy of which it disapproves ! To wait for
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the autumatic creation of unity

. with i i
to us a wise course. out disoussion does not appear

T have, ete,,
T. E. WgLpy,

Acting Secretury. »

[ —,

Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, 15tk September, 1916
) ,
To THE SEcRETARY, CHAMBEE oF ComyERoE,
Modras.

Sir,—In conuection with previo

- u i

5‘32::: tt(traltlie after tbe. war) I a.gl now :irﬁ?gggn?:fl:)ﬁn 0?) e

Commit f:diav&gscertamed that it js the intention of the (goge;n y

ment appearaa‘to ;:lyi ;:)p c:i(iil:le:s tzllﬁ(}hambers' in this matter, at:;i

x an early sui

::etli);opgsifll (;Jl?nference of Chambers it is pzz)po‘:t::kl.:l: d:?:e tfl(:r

mee Ingnan i g e Chambers have been consulted by the C merce
try Department of the Government of India ormeree

I have, etc,
R. E. GREGOR-PEARSE,
| Secretary.
Chamber of Commerce, M
y Madras, 29th Septemb
To TaE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF Comnmncxzp o 1016
. Bombay,
IR, —[ beg to acknowled '
edge receipt of
(lzi?mgsgte&l:ﬁr,tizlghsg)bp;)smg to defgr theygl;;f;::xg :ff :ll;:
. . r
of India, which delay this Ch:m?;; z;:::sbed ©7 the Government

I have, ete,,
T. B, WeLsy,
Acting Secretary.
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G0ODS OF ENEMY ORIGIN,

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, Tth Decenbver, 1915,

To tuE CHIEF SECRETARY To GOVERNMENT,
' Madras,

S1g,—1 have the honour to inform you thata firn represented
on this Chamber recently received a letter from it Amsterdam
friends, in the course of which the following remarl;s « ecurred i—

“You ask us whether we could furnish a -ertificate, of
origin stating that no percentage of material or abour iz of
enemy origin. This we canvot do, as there will be always a small
percentage of it of enemy origin. As said in our letter of the:
8th September, we are surprised that objections should bi taken
to it in Madras, whereas it is not done in Rangoon and Brmbay
if not above 25 per cent.” ; L

The Chamber, cannot believe that the statement contained ,
the last paragraph is correct, and it, therefore, submits i to
Goverament, with a request that the authorities in Rangoon and

‘Bombay may be addressed on the subject at an early date.

I have, eto.,

GorpoN FrAsER,
_ o Chavyman,
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS. -
SEraRATE REVENUE DEPA@T!}&NT&@S% o

G. 0. No, Mis, 875, dated the 34tk Decomber, 1915,
REap the following papers:— . ' = o a
From: the’ Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras, dated the

- Tth December, 1915. S .

s

ki

* Telegrams to the’ Collectors of Oustoms, Bomibay and Rangoon,

No. 427, dated the 14th Becember, 1915.

| Telegrams from the Collectors of Customs, Bombay andivRung)dln_,‘

~datedl the 16th and 18¢h Degember; 1915,

With reference to his letber, dated the 7th December, 1915,

regaeding goods manufactured in neutral countriss with a tertain

percentage of enemy labour or material, the Chairmen, Chambar of
Conimerce, Madras, s informed that His Majeaty’s Coneular
offioers bave imstructions 4o grant oertificates of origin in respeet

! 3
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of such goods if not more than 25 per cent. of the value of the
finished article is due to enemy labour or imaterial, and that
such goods are being passed without objection by the Customs
Departme.t not only in Bombay and Rangoon, as stated, but also
"in Madras,
(True extract.) ;
A. Burrkrworrh,

Clief Secretury,

, Chawmber of Commerce, Madras, 9th February, 1916,
To i, CHier SkcRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
Madras.

S1%,—1I have the honour to acknowled
No. Mis. 875, Separaie Revenue, dated the

I am to say that this Chamber
' question, is quite unable to re
- ontaining up to 25 per cent, value
Either such goods are indispensable to the Empire or they are
not, In respect of any class of such 8oods, if the assumption be
that they are not Decessary to British industries and consumers,
they should obviously be done without. On the other hand, if the
assumption be that they are indispensable, we arc asked to
believe that Germany is allowing us to receive articles the lack
of which would be a severe deprivalion to us, and that, in view of
the careful State control of German enterprise, is a reductio ad
absurdwin. There can be one, and only one, explanation of the
willingness of Germany to allow goods to pass out to neutral
countries whence they will reach us. She must be profiting
thereby, or she would not do it. What is more, she must be
profiting by it more than we are, Without a distinct balance of
advantage in her favour, she would never suffor her enemies to
enjoy any goods of her production, and least of ai] would she

permit them to obtain indirectly from her goods which they could
procure nowhere else,

ge receipt of your .0,
24th December, 1915,

, after careful review of
gard leniency towards goods
of enemy origin as advisable,

It is argued that the percenta
only 25 per ceat, maximum in the goods that are allowed into the
British Empire, and that on an average the percentage is much
lower, The Chamber is unable to see how this affects the principle
of avoiding to the very utmost degree possible all transactions
contributory to Germany’s profit, Further, when Germany’s
special circumstances are taken into account, it is manifest that the
profit to her is relatively considerable, Were she still doing a
large business with the world it would doubtless be of little nmo-
meat to check the importation into the British Empire of goods in

ge of enemy produced value is
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: as only a small share, But the Allies
;hievzlustezfedw?ﬁg?r sghr?phon hery unFil her trade ha_s very greatly
d?minis%ed and, therefore, profits which ordinarily might be of no
Quminis or’tancéito her are now very precious in her eyes, The

i I; admitting goods which contain 25 per cent. of enemy
polﬁy Od value appears to the Chamber disagreeably analogous to
Erl?oll;g; of inflicting on Germany only 75 per cent. of defeat on
the battlefield.

itti there were serious difficuities at the outset,
anid tﬁ:t'“i‘ffmA‘f,;f;f 1914, the Chamber’s proposal may have been

| of perfection, this representation 1s made in February,
?9‘:106“:?@ it is hard to believe that the British Empire must
conti;me for an indefinite length of time de‘p vudent on CRemy s
i As a body of business men, the bhamper’ will not ba
industry, to have allowed antipathy towards the King’s enemies to
suppogedt ° conomic needs, and it trusts that the G}overqment will
gl‘{zdtllxtis Fust,her expression of its opinion into consideration.

1 have, etc,,
GorpoN FRasEr,
Chairman,

s B .

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 12th February, 1916,
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE,

g 3, Bombay, Punjab, l?angoon, Cocanad{z,
ol(c'z,z'zmﬁ}af;n%dm, Ceylt;n, Tuticorin, and South Indian,
o Chamber of Commnerce,

- to enclose for your information, copy of corres-

dsﬁé tga::)e]fas passed between this Chamber and the Madras

g::;ef'nment on the subject of the‘ import of goods of partly
enemy manufacture. , ;

I have, ete.,

A. E. L.awson,
Secretary,

U. 1. Chamber of Commerce, Cawnpore, 16tk February, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Madras. '
Sir,—I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your
] )

i i i d a ‘co
d the 12th instaut, with which you forwar py
:)?tec;’rrg:;?mdenze that has p;ss%d between your Chamber and
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the Madras Government on the subject of the ;
of partly enemy manufacture, ! ¢ tmport of goods
I have, etc,
J. G. Ryay,

Secretary.

Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, Colombo, 17th, February, 1916
A y .

To THE SECRETARY, CIIAMBER oF CoMyERCE
K,
Madras,

Sir,—I have to thank you for your le .
enclosing, for the informatiofm of thisyOhamlt)zit :gpftel:eoi'it)h o
ence that has passed between your Chamber and the Madl'respgnd.
ernment on the subject of the import of goods of “ras ov.
manufacture. partly enemy

This correspondence has been perused with ;
Committee, and I am to state that they will blehgl::lte::s:e&y my
copy of the reply afforded by the Madras Government to yoy ;V:t a
of the 7th idem, as soon as this is available, your letter

I bave, otc.,
3. M. Simeson,
Secwmry,

————

Separate Revenue Department, Madras, 18th February, 1916
H .

To TaE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER' oF Commence,
Madras,

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowleq i
letter, dated the 9th February, 1916, regarding égoxﬁpt ?f your
in neutral countries with a certain percentage of e‘n an actured
material, which will receive due attention, ewy labou o ¢

I have, etc,,
A
C. S ANANTARAM, Tver
; ]

for Chief Secretary

———

Ghanber of Commerce, Cockin, 35th Fappuryy, 1016,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER of Comunncm,
Madras.

Sie,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of

inatant, covering copy of correspondence thaj has
your Chamber and the Madras Government regarding § between
. mp

goods of enemy manufacture, ort. of

Jour letter of the 12th
pagse
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This Chamber, being in entire sympathy with your views on
the subject, expresses its willingness to support your Chamber, if

necessary,
I have, etc.,

8. O’'M. Drane,
Honorary Secrelary.

————

- Chamber of Commerce, Kayachs, 3rd Mareh, 1916,

To TAE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras, .

Siz,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter «f the 12th
ultimo, forwarding, for the information of this Chambe~, copy of
correspondence passed between your Chamber and the Madras
Government on the subject of the import of goods of partly

enemy manufacture,
In reply, I am directed to inform you that my Comwittee
concur with the view expressed by your Chamber., '

1 have, ete,,
E, L. RoaEgs,
Secretary,

.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
SEPARATE REVENUE DEPARTMENT,
6.0., Mis, No. 229, Separate Revenue, dated 23rd March, 1916.

Rxap the following papers :—

From the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras, dated the
9th February, 1916, ) ‘
Letter to the Goverament of India, Commerce and Indaatry

Department, No, 326, Separate Revenus, 16—1, dated. the
22nd February, 1916, : ‘
From the Government of India, Department of Commerce and

Industry, No. 2115-W., dated the 16th March, 1916,

ORDER :— .

With reference to his letter, dated the 9th February last, on
the subject of the grant of certificates of origin for goods in cases
where not more than 25 per cent. of the value of the finished article
is due to enemy labour or material, the Chairman, Chamber of
Commerce, Madrag, is informed that the Goverament of India, to
whom his letter was sent, state, in reply, that they merely follow

‘ 8
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the policy laid down by His Majesty’s Government, and that, in
view of the fact that the existing procedure bas been prescribed’ by
that Government after careful consideration, they see no sufficient
justification to move for its amendment,

(True Extract.)

A. BUTTERWORTH,
Chief Secretary.

Punjab Chamber of Comuerce, Delki, 23rd Maveh, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sir,-—With reference to your letter, dated the 12th ultimo
forwarding copy of correspondence that has passed between you\:
Chamber and the Madras Goveroment on the subject of the
import of goods of partly enemy manufacture, T am directed to
attach, for your xqformanon, copy of a letter addressed to the
Government of India, Department of Commerce and [ndustry. b
this Chamber, »

[ have, ete.,
J. RENToN.DENNING,

Secretary,

—

{ENCLOSURE. ]

Punjab Chamber of Comnerce, Delhi, 23rd March, 1916
To THE SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
Simla. ’

Sig,—I have the honour to inform you that ;
Committee of the Punjab Chamber of Coymmerce ()!:f 'Fuggg‘;nﬁ;f ﬂ';"
question of the import of German manufactures now exposed for sal he
she Delhi market was brought up for discussion on ale in

from the Hopn’ble Mr, James Currie, President of the Cl‘:a:x?l’;::?enmtiou

The Committee, after giving full consideration to the

considered it probable that the im i question,
mitted under the regulation which P?:{{i::’lgnﬁ ireferred to were per.

it i s Majesty’
officers to admit imported goods as being manufag:‘:rgds inc:g:‘:;:xi

countries and grant certificates of origin in respect of such goods if

not more than 25 per cent. of th i 3
eaemy labour o matorial. e value of the finished article is due to

The Committee deprecate’ thie licence, as, i ir opinion, it i
qng:e impossible for Consular Agents to say’ wl;n:;np::]:;xit:g;n:)?néngn“
produced value of & given article is present in any goods i B
- through neutral covntries, Boods imported

L have, ete.,
(8d,) J. RENTON-DEXNING,

Secretary.
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 31st March, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBERS OF CoMMERCE,
Karachi, Bengal, Bombay, Delhi! angom, Cocanada,‘
Cochir, Upper India, Ceylon, Tuticorin, and South India
Chamber of Commerce.

Str,~-In continuation of -my letter of the 12th February,
1916, forwarding copy of correspondence that passed between this
Chamber and the Government of Madras on the subject of the
import of goods of partly enemy manufacture, I now beg to enclose

the Government's reply. L bave. otc
] +9

T, E. WiLBY,
Acting Secretary,

—

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 11tk dpri, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
London. .

Sir,—I am to forward accompanying correapopdgnce with. t.he
Government of Madras ou the subject of the admission at British

ports of goods of partly enemy origin.

Your Chamber will observe that the Government here justify
their procedure on the ground that it is in accord with that of the
authorities in the United Kingdom. That being the defence, this
Chamber would be much obliged if your Qhar.nber would _ingtitute
an enquiry into the reasons for the adoption 1n Great Britain of a
policy which appears to be highly objectionable.

To this Chamber it is inconceivable that Germany would
permit goods partly German to reach the British Empire if it were
not to her advantage, and if it is to her advantage, the poliey of
admitting them isto the Empire stands immediately condemued.

It may possibly be argued that some of those goods, so far as
they are of German origin, can be produced only in Germany or can
there be produced in better qualities or at lower rates, But if that
argument be allowed any weight, how are the efforts of the British
and Ally manufacturers to eliminate German competition to achieve
success! On the other hand, if those goods to the extent that
they are German are not inimitable, there is no sort of excuse for
tolerating their introduction into the Empire.

A further consideration is that since imports into Germany
must be paid for by exports or with gold, and the preservation of
gold is vitally important to German credit, it is most unwise to



36 GOODS OF ENEMY ORIGIN.

e o A A A A P SN S o P P S A P 2 N £ o P S 2+ I P e
o

mitigate the drain of gold from Germany by allowing one penny-
worth of avoidable export business,

I have, etc,,
T, E. WeLBY,

Acting Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 20th April, 1916,
To Sir Jonn Rers, X, ¢. 1. &, L. C, S,
London.

Sir,—I bave the honour to forward herewith copy of corre-
spondence with the Madras Goverument on the subject of the
admission at British ports of goods of partly'enemy manufacture.
As the Government of Madras justify their procedure on the
ground that it is in accord with that of the authorities in the United
Kingdom, the Chamber will be much obliged if you will take up
the matter with the Home Government and ascertain on what
principle the admission of such goodae is supposed to be justified,

I have, etc,
T. E. WeLsy,

dcting Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 28th 4pvril, 1916,
- To Lorb SYDENHAM oF CoMBE,
London.

My Lorp,~In forwarding herewith copies of correspondence
that has passed between this Chamber and the Government of
Madras on the subject of the admission at British ports of goods
of partly enemy manufacture, I am desired to point cut that the
Government of India justifies its procedure on the ground that it
is in accord with the Home Government’s policy, and that it ssems
idle for the Home Goveroment to demand specific instances as
in Lovrd Islington’s reply to Your Lordship when the principle of
allowing partly enemy goods to be imported is admitted. -

, 1 have, etc.,
GorboN Fraskr,
Chairman,

101, Onslow Square, London, 8. W., 15tk June, 1916.
To tBE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
' Madyas.

$12,—Many thauks for your letter. I have made enquiries,
sbd 1 fiod thet “goods containing not miore than 25 per cent.
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:0in may be imported into the United Kingdom, and
Eliain:ﬁg :;‘pglli:smegually to goods wherever manufactured.” I
quote from an official letter.

i i : i his is permitted ;
tonished me, and I have no idea why t ;
but it:r eh;;l:gngl:;:e letter ’you received from the Madras Gove.mmem;,

1 have, etc.,
SYDENHAM.

HOSTILE FOREIGNERS (TRADING) ORDER.

——————

Department of Cmﬁmme and Industry, Delht, Bth Feb,, 1916,
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Madras.

— directed to forward, for information, a copy of
the cos::éa olnge:ﬁce ::ith the Government of Beogal regarding the
8] licabils;y of the Hostile Foreiguers _(Tradmg) Order to a
Cl:)l:npany which had a bostile foreigner in’its employ for a con-
siderable period after the outbreak of war.

I have, ete.,
» S. H. SLATER, '
Under-Secretary to the Government of India,

{ENCLOSURES.}”

“Copy of a letter No. 187-Com,, dated Caloutts, the 18th ‘January, 1916,

‘ble Mr.James Donsld, M.A., I.C.8., Secretary to the

gﬁrm’,ﬁ% éeengsl, Financial Depaztmanb; to vhe %eolre‘;.ary to .
tl:)e Government of Iudia, Deparbment of Gommerce and Industry,
» the Comm;rce and Industry Department
letten o direoted (0 rond the 22nd December, 1914, with whiok wes for
vgudred o'among other licences nnder the Hostile Foreigners (()o Ix: ‘lnng)
Order, im. an unrestricted licenoo ranted f0—e—ecmae pany,

i of the said Order,
Iﬁlmltad, whose business caue tmﬂg::m?:g;,’ Dve now returned

intim " s German sabjeot
ith the intimation that Mr. , & G
?I:oliv:en:cqr;vvioual; in the employ of the—--—-Compa.ny and on whose

" account the licence was granted, quitted the .Company’s servich in Sep-

' be licence may be cancelled, In the oircum.
2:3:::’11 ﬁi,ﬁ:nm:;:x ?h:t. the Govam’hant of Ipdin ey be moved‘

to ravake the licence, ‘
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Dspartment of Commerce and Industry, Delhi, sth February, 1016,
To THE SECRETARY, FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT, BENGAL,
Caleutta,

Six,—In reply te your letter No. 137-Com,, dated the 18th January,
1918, Y am durected to s8Ry that the fact thag M, , & German
subject who continued to be in the 8EIvies Ofm—emee Company,
Liwited, for a considergble perioé after the outbreak of war, resent y
quitted the Company’s service does not, in the opinion of the Goveru-
went of Iadis, place ths Company outside the scope of the Hostile
Foreigners (Trading) Ozder. Strictly speaking,the Company continues
tobe a ‘“ hostite firm” withia the meaning of Clauge 2 (b) of that Order
a0d & licence under Clause 4 thereof is Recessary to regularise ite busi-
sess, The Government of Indja, therefore, regret thay they are unable
to revoke (he unrestricted licence in question, and I am to request that,
with the permission of His Excellency the Governor in Couneil, the
Company may e informed accordingly.

L have, ete,,
{84.) 8. H, Srarer,
Under-Seeretary to the @ overnment of Indie,

Chamber of Commerce, Madyas, Tth March, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CommeRrce Axp INpusrry,

Delhs,

Sik,~—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your
letter No. 94).W,, dated the 5th February, regarding the applicabil-
ity of the Hostile Foreigners (Trading) Order to a Compan
which had a hostile foreigner in its employ for a considerable
period after the autbreak of the war, and to state that this Cham-

ber entirely approves of the action taken by the Government
of India.

I have, etc,,
Gornox Frasex;

Chairman,
—

LIQUIDATION OF HOSTILE FIRMS.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 18tk March, 1916,
To rE CHIEF SECRETARY To QOVERNMENT,
Mudras,

Six,—1 have the honour to enguire under what notifications,
ete, the work of the Controller appointed under the Hoatile
Foreigners (Trading) Order is conducted in Madras,

I have, etc.,
A. E. Lawsox,
. Secretayy,
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o Public Department, Madyas, 22nd March, 1916,

To tuE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras,

iustant, I am

i ce to your letter of the 18th instant, I an

dir ctse:in’c:‘s\;;l; t‘;f:frfse nacgre of the mformatxonb sou dea}tig
te vy clearly understood, Mr. F. H. V_anson ha_s een s.%poég e
o ger{c ith yca,ses to which the Hostile Foreigners { ;all?ig)
g)rde:&ap;;ies apd in each licence I\:a_hu;l,x th_g Sg;el;llﬂ::;t g‘wzexz

' » - ‘ )
bostile firms iu this Presids
h;xvefg:;ntgidetg dix?ections are issued to the hcens_ee to trausfter thg
o Ossi 2 of his assets to Mr. Wilson and_ to realise I\l{ﬁzasse g;z
g?:::“g“a his liabilities und:ar hize;vzp:;\gsg)etzl Lgvri.th stx 2(1)1“ e ;' E,'g
i i ore )

o sp‘e cxﬁcal‘ly Bil;b}:;ozﬁfn that these transactions shall be cea-
G eans a0 1y orders which the Government of Madras

ject to any y .
g::;ef(:osxu%‘;ce to time by general or speeial order direct.

i i Local Government Lave notified
o e Wig;ho;h:he ?I'rading Order ‘they have en-

Clause (6) .
émfegug,f winding (up of such eoncerns to Mr, Wilson.
T have, etc,

R. H. CouRrRTENAY,
for Chief Secretary.

Public Department, Ovotacamund, 15th July, 1916,

e tag Cnaigmay, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras,
invite your attention to the provisions
e‘(i):gi:;:;ce,yl.‘)lﬁ v of. 1916); dan(i mz'?:ﬁ
Press communiqué of the Government of In(;m, it(sh fom; ‘emon
Juuae, 1916, explaining the objects an4 reasonz or ) G}')azem go tion,
which are both vepublished in the #or St, Georg

11th July, 1916,

Str,—1I am direct
of the Enemy Trading

I bave, etc.,
R, H, CourrtENay,
— for Chief Secretary.
{ENCLOSURES. ]
LEGISLATIVE EPARTMENT.
NOTIFICATION, 016
Simia, the 27th June, 1916. N ere
bit or control trading by hostile foreig
An Ordnar:;‘;oh%?z;ﬁrm and for other purposes.

i i ' sa.iy to take
has arisen which makes it peceasal
we"rvsh?;:::etnti)ﬁ; i%‘i!gr or control tradmgsby hostile Iorexgners ang

ostile firme and for other purposes;

\
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Now, therefore, in exercise of the powe Secti
the Government of India Act, 1915, t.h% Gol;::lf;:-l(;:‘zlebrilb'emlbn T
make and promulgate the following Ordinance, 19 pleased to

ORDINANCE No. V oF 1918

Short title, 1. This Ordinance may be call
" Trading Ordivance, 1 y e called the Bnemy
Definitions, 2. Tn this Ordinan cgf'

* Company ”’ means any co ot
individonls whether incorporyate‘:imo‘:a:gé ;ﬁrm or association, or body of

** Hostile foreigner” means a subject of a State for the time being at

war with His Majesty, and includes &
T o tho laws 0f band es &py company cobstituted a .
fog o the X State, and the rufer or Government of anycz(t::h

‘“ Hostile firm ” means any of the following, namely :

(a) any hostile foreigner who h
3rd day of Angust, 1914, at or at any date subseque
British India ;g » 1914, had an office, agency or place o bn'::;n::: li]:

{b) any company of which an:
_ D membe i i
3:, O(I)fOiA ;vhxctl_ll aigilosnle fon;ignei was a:n‘:arnfgg:e;:s:ﬂ? Outile foreign.
y gust, 1914, and which bas or has had since th Tty ine 3rd
agency or place of business in British India ; © that date sn office,

(¢) avy person, or compan 3

. ny who or which has : .

z::dsi?x:gsoifs 1:2%:1, 1914, earried on business in Br’i:i:t:"lllzdtixme vce the
either by reason of -;;q the opinion of the Governor-Gener ;"and whose
or for any other c:;.l s natnre or of the persons who ‘m""y\"l‘a iy oeil,
whether direct or i l:is-e whatsoever, carried on either unde:s:l:led I oo,
or maialy for the bl;n:ig: t;)? i%gﬁlgoggilq forelgner, or carried °: ?;’l‘:ffl
hostile foreigners or any individual h?)lsgtlill:n;o%:ingel:.:,l-ly » Or any class os;

3. (1) The Governor.General i
. al in Council ma
A ! Y, b
Power o appint Tn. ey et MBS Tovpecort 3t por
spectors. or was carried on b'ygavlvxggg‘ler e, oasiness ie

meaning of this Ordinance.

(2) The Inspector ma b
) y summon before hi
S, Shat e, S8, Wit S T
', affa such busine M
and nationality of those by whom it is or w::’c?xnr:‘ie?if 32%:3::?53?3’
ed.

e firm within the

3) The Inspector ma i
the sume, acd mpe o y examine such person on oath co i
e ! y reduce his answers to writing, aad requirgcﬁir:: l:;(g,

(4) The Inspector ma;
ments in his castody or po
to the persons by whom it

y require such person to produce any doou-

wer in any way relati
: B ating to suc i
18 Or was carried on or controllel(]l business ot

abt ég)t’ If any person so sum
ime appointed, the In
and brought before him for ::s;a:it:;ﬁxg:y cause him to

moned refases to come before the Tospector

be apprehended

. that behali.
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(8) II any Eernon refuses to nnsvs't;ll-l miy que:tioq or to prod;oe
i der this section the Inspector 18 empowered to
any dooument, which AOECC h person shall be punishable with im-

8sk or ire production of, suc !
prisontnrt:x(:lr‘,l v‘:;ﬁ‘:\h may extend to six months, or with fine which may

extend to Re. 1,000 or with both. ‘

Power to prohibit or 4. (1) The Governor-General in Council
restriot, or wind up,hos. MAaY make an order either—
tile firms.

(a) prohibiting any_ hostile firm from carryiog on business exeept
for the purposes and subject to the conditions, if any, epecified in the
order ; or :

(b) requiring the business of such firm to be wound up ; and may in
any cuse, where he has made an order prohibiting or limiting the carry-
ing on of the business, at any time if he thinks it expedient, subitituve
for thas order an order requiring the business $o be wound up,

(2) Every order made ander sub-section (1) shall be published by

. notification in the Gazstte of Indb'al.

rson contraveunes ‘the provisions_of any order made
uader this section, he shall be unishable with imprisonment which
may extend to one year, and shall aleo be liable to fine, )

(4) An order made under this section shall contiunue in foree, not-
withstauding the termination of the present war, uutil determined by
order of the Governor-General in Couneil. -

5, (1) Whete the Governor-General in Counci] makes an - order
ander this Ordinance re airing & business to be

(3) If any pe

Windi order:
nding up order Gazetts of India, have effect . as if it were a

winding up order made by a Court upder the Indian Gompanies Aet,
1913, snd the provieione of that Aet relating to winding up by the
Coutt and the rules made thereunder subject to such excaptioos,
restriotions, extensions, modilications and adaptations as the Goveraor-
General in Council may, by general or special order, preseribe, or such
other rales ae may be prescribed by bim, shall apply to the winding

up of the business,

Provided that, for the purposees of 8oy winding up order uonder

wound up, the order aball; on notification in the -

thie Ordivance, all powers exercisable by the Court under the qxid .

Act shall be exercisable by the Governot-General in Council or by
such other authority as he wmay appoiat- either generally or- specially

in that behalf, ‘ .

Provided also that the assets of the business and any money result-
ing from the realisation of any patt thereof shall be dealt with in accord-
ance with such rules as the Governor-Ganeral in Council may make i

Where an order has been made under this Ocdinance directip,
the windiog up of the businers of a hostile firm, the hostile frm shi
vot, nor shall apy other persom, commence or initiate, whilst thak
order remains in force, any other proceedings of a like nature or calon-
lated in any way to inserfere with the carrying out of such order.
6. Where it appears to the Governor-Genoeral in Council that &
: contract entered into before or during the war,
Contracts or transfers or a transfer of property,. moveable or immoye-
agsinst  the  publio able, wade during the war, with or by a hos-
interest. . tile fereigner or s hostile firm is injurious
. §

i
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to the public interest, or w i
he . a3 made w
provmllou of the lgxw, the GovernorGenéSgl
gazﬁecoggigg;e:mmi such contract, either unconditionally or

as be thinks fit, or declare such transfer to be “v%(ﬁ

either in whole or in part may im
or iti
transferee as he thioks fit. 8y impoee such cou(_imons on the

the object of evading any
in Council may by order

7. (1) The Governor-General in Council in an

to him to be expedient
1 X to do so ma
orwer of the Govern, Eest in any Custodian appointed s\’ml:ly or:ilt:,r
T oty b ol gemy Trading Act, 1915, any propert er the
todian under the Bnemy able or immoveable, beloﬁging to l:)r nanaged
Trading Act, 1016, g; ;lellfd v;het,ll:er in trust or otherwise f'(?rw:rg:g
a 0 ) . 'Y »

ggg iggg;gnofor cgmpany residing i:, %Ermcea:(r);?zyggne;’ 8‘bho's‘lle Figt
» & State at war with His Maj Je right to. transtn.
gggz propetrlfy. and may by any such ordei-]estfg' aor N gght ot e
afer on the Custodian such powers of selling nnaging et copaer

’

wise dealing with the pro managiog and other-
may seem proper, property as to the Governor-General in Couni;l

y cAse where it appears
Power of the Govern. o

(2) A vesting order under thi i
( 18 section shal) i i
gfs‘;ﬁ(i’:: :f, yanx) oethher taw to the contrary, be s,u'l]l?:iv:;tbhts S vearnk e
e o wp hp Tty or the right to transfer ap et i she
ithout the necessity of any furl:her(si'o}::luox:‘z);::»y % provided
(3) Where, in the exercis '
. se of
go:g)rcnkm;ﬁ;?:ml mLCofuncll the Custodian proposes to sell
issued by the chng:rny r;n PN capltafl of any company or :‘“Y“:y atities
isene respect of which a vesti e
Gf)ve‘;:%i?(?::erlﬁe?n mCa de, the company may, Wiél!l]gﬂ(l);dceor o o
potwithstanding anythi e o i Farchiase the shares, stock v see Qf .the
of the compauyg a::tsi] alunyg t(;ll;he contrary in any law or {): u:; secu?nes,
h Y, shares, st iti regulatio

from time to time, be re-issued b’y tt?:l::gr;;:cnl;mes % purcbasgd mayr:

(4) The transfer b
: . y lthe Custodi
conclusive evidence in favou ian of any pr
¢ t of the t property shall be
that the requirements of this section ﬁ:'v’if%ﬁen Zgglp(g (tihe Custodian
~ ed with,

may receive from the Governor.G i *h direction

property or money shall be liable ¢ tueral in Council ; o suen

execution, ¥ shall be liable to be attached or othe'r;ils(tie ’::ke!!:l o
in

8. W ;
here a veznmrge soréiei:r has baen made under this Qrdj
Validity of vesting m{’, Cl8 any property belonging t rdinance as
orders. a aged for, or on behalf ofg 0, or held or
ppeared to the vaemor_Ge:m:MP?;sog whf;
ounci

- to be a person to wh
1) .

Zn\;g:e;pip;lc&t:]l:e,qt‘l;:uzgd:ﬁexap ltl)Ot. nor shrgltihaeugrg:;scg;%s. of Section
1 . of, be invalid ings there-
g:ﬂg'eé’f t;ubc:a[)::::;u ::):vmhg, prior to the dr;t&d of :‘1? ected by reason
subsequently dyin whom the said provisions e order, died or
yiog or ceasing to be such a person (V):e{); applicable, or
reason of its

being subsequentl i
o be..l ¥y ascertained that he'was not, such a person th
s &8 e
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b ian executes & transfer of any shares, stock
9. Where the busto;i)lr secutities which he is empowered to transfer
Registration of trans- by a vesting o_rder made uader this Ordinance,
fer without production the company in whose books ghe shares, stock
of certificates, eto. or securities are registered shall, upon the
. ansfer so e:_xecut.ed by the
Custodian, and upon being required by bim so to do, register the shares,
stock or securities in the name of the Custodian or other transferee,
notwithstanding any regulation or stipulation of the company, and
notwithstanding that the Custodian is not in possession of the certificate,
scrip or other document of title relating to the shares, stock or secur-
ities transferred ; but such registration shall be without prejudice to
apy lien or charge in favout of the company or Lo any other lien or
chargs of which the Custodian has express notice.
\ 10. (1) The (tovernor-Geperal in Council may
Power to make rules. make rales for all or apy of the followiog
purposes, pamely :(—

{a) Providing for the distribution or disposal of any assets, or any
money resulting from the realisation of any part thereof, of any
busioess in respect of which a windiog up order has been made upder

this Ordinance ;

%) prescribiog that hostile foreigners and hostile firms or any‘olau
of hésgil‘; foreigngu or hostile firms shall, when required by the Custo-
diap, furnish to him such particulars as he may require of all or any
moveable or immoveable property 1o their possession, or under their

control whether direct or indirect ; ‘
¢) requiring persons in British India to furnish to the Custodian
auch( gartgmlarsgag he may require of all or eny class of debts or other
property due by them to aby person to whom bhe{ provisions of Section
7 are or may be applicable ; :

ibing the remuneration payable to the Custodisn in
respégz &'ﬁﬁ'&\,‘uﬁs upder this Ordinance, the fund from which it shall
be paid, and the ‘method of collecting the same ; and

(¢) generally for carrying out the purposes of this Ordioance,

[ makiog aoy rule under this\ secbion, the Governor-General
in C(zguonilmmay girec¥ that a breach of it sball be punishable with
imprisonment which may extend to & term not exceeding six months,
or with fine which may extend to Re, 1,000 or with botb,

for the time being in force granted under the
Hostile Foreigners (T(;‘a.ding) Order pe‘i)mit:bing

i i he licensee to trade or carry od business
(t%:‘g:guarg::e;%ne;: subject to conditions or restrictions shall be
deemed to be orders ie- deemed to be an order made ander Section
sued under section 4 (2). 4 (1) (a) of this Ordinance, and this Ordinance

shall bave effect accordingly-
> .General in Council may by notification in
2. () The (’ovem:l:e Gazette of India, deola’ra that the powers

: deal with conferred Section 7 in regard to the property
Do s companies :):ovea.ble o¥ immoveable, of the persons referr-

non-trading companies ed to therein shall extend to the property,

¢ iwmoveable, in British Indis, of aoy company specilied in
:‘.‘.‘;Y,“:ﬁ{?ﬂ%.g{ﬂ?o: whic_l’l any member ie a hostile foreigaer or of which

11, Every licence
Certain licences under
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a hostile foreigner was a member or officer on the 3rd day of August,
1914, notwithetanding that such company is not a company trading in
Britsh India. ‘ :

{2) On the publication of a potification under sub-section (1), the
company shall be deemed to be a person.referred to in Section 7 of this
Ordinance and this Ordinance shali bave effect accordingly.

13, Any acv done after the 3rd day of August, 1914, by, or under

the ordeiy of, any officer of Government in

Validation of past respect of the property, moveable or immove-

eation able. of any hostile toreigner or hostile firm

which, if this Ordinance had been in force,

could have been validly donein the exercise of the powers conferred

thereby, or which could have been conferred thereunder, is hersby
validated.

1 have, ete.,
(8d.) L. Davibson,
Acting Chief Secretary.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
DEPARTMENTQF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY.
Simla, the 27th June, 1916,

PRES3s COMMUNIQUE.

The Government of India have promulgated an Ordinance dealing
with the liquidation of hostile firms and the property of hostile persons
which bringe the legislation in this country into close accord with the
present state of the Eoglish law. The British Tradivg with the Enemy
Amendment Act of 1916 enables action to be taken iy the case of firms
whose business, by reason of enemy pationality or association, is carried
on wholly or mainly for the benetit of enemy subjects, It also gives
power to the Board of Trade to abrogate contracts or transfers, a power
which, it is believed, hag, for obvious reasons, been very spariogly exer-
cised. It also enables g company containing enemy elements to purge
iteelf thereof with the assistance of the Custodian, who may permit the
British shareholders to buy out esemy shareholders depositing the price
80 paid with the Custodian, The Ordinance follows the English Act
closely, with such modifications as Jocal circumstances require. It will

usinesses much on the lines of the
: : ] te, the distribution of aseets so
realised being sabject to special rules, The liguidator will have power
1o give a good title to purchasers of the goodwill of hostile bosinesses ana
the immoveable froperty held by thew, The new rocedure represents
? co?pldgéafile a vplllxce nomithat. hgth(lerbo adopted, ?n that the initiative
or llquidation will come from the liquidator and wi

nnn;ina.lly;h with hthe firm iteelf N (ble oot poce, (et
dealt with to be completely extinguished thereb i
chance of their recovering from a ugace oi'uuspenﬂ{dp;z‘i’zﬁt:ix:)% :ﬁ
resuming business after the conclusion of peace. Ap additional pro.
vision contained in the Ordinance relates o the property of hostile
{)';ut.);_)s t;r gasocmnon;s_ nt:;; engaged ia tra‘de. The Hostile Foreigners

rading) Order coutained no provisions for deali -tradi

persons or associations, " With non-trading

.

{
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 11th August, 1916,

T
To THE CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
Madras.

knowledge receipt of your letter
Sir,—I have the honour to ac e e T hieh yon
N . ic, dated the 15th July, , i’
'Iw"te26|:2h3 3;15;1‘:2)0;1 oaf e1'.l1ie; Chamber to the proqtsx;:x:nzpfu ;1::; _
jlf"]w;m T:adirlxg Ordinance, 1916, and to the Preslsgixém o lgining
'h‘:% vaernment of Indis, dated the 27th Juze, , exp

the objects and reasons for jts promulgation.

In reply, I have the honour to advise YO‘: ?ﬁ:: :ﬁ:n(l}b:::r:f
this Ctllxamtx’)e{’ welcome the Ordivance, and_ uutsh owers granted
ment will, without delay, bring int:ogé):::;w; ayebé) foally extin:

L em Sy . i
thersin, ‘nTﬁrd&:m; ?ru?:s tgat special attention wxll_:)ﬁ po;;gmto
%ll:;sl:sg;ding ?lp of trades and industries identified with enemy

missions.

' he following resolu-
ur letter under reply, t
tion fv';:;f:::ﬁ i:otl);: monthly meeting of the Madras Chamber of
Commerce held on the 26th ultimo :— N
ent of Madras urging
el ﬂ(l}eogeorvnzl:geneml in Council by the

the powers vested in the Cio dated the 27th Juue, 1918,
£inemy Terade Ordinance (V pof 19'6)"uathis Presidency, and that

into i operation i eside :
:;e;:(iutﬁ}::;;ﬁi {)?m;ﬂ?t:o tg:des and iodustries identified with

d u
enemy missions, and that these concerns may be wound up
1 ”»
without delay. N
. GorpoN Fraseg,
. . Chasrman.

e W \

‘ beh Auguat, 1916,
Public Departient, Ootacamund, 19th Auguet, 19

‘ o,
MAN, CBAMEBER. OF Commg
. To THE CHAIRMAN PR " | -
ipt of your latter,
: nour to acknowledge receip :
' Sm'—l.{tgazxthetholn;l(i, regarding the }V;ndmg-fu& :féﬁzﬁ;
gg‘:ﬁt:};‘,in this g?:si’dency ander the provisions .of ¥

' i 6.
. Tradiog Ordinance, 191 1 have, e
' L. Davipeon,

_ Acting. Chsef Secretary
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) Chamdber of Commerce, Madras, 23vd August, 1916
To T4E CHiEF SECRETARY TO GovERNMENT , |
. b)
Ootacamund,

S1r,—1 beg to invite the attenti

et \  attention of Governm

th::e 1;1s Itll;e mrecgntly issued Ils’b of. hostile firms toelr)): tﬁ(tllllied f? cc;

the epiaine ofe&}orégf Henke’s Tile Works, & concern v»}hicl? :

ey of tlS »a,mber, should be wound up with(,)ut furt,hu1

pleaséd . _to request, therefore, that the Government b

please is30 co?sxder the case pf Henke’s Tile Works, with . be

bo the sm&e;n 0 t(;)rdfers for liquidation, and in the alte;nativeat V}eW

i state ent o the reasons which induce the Go o
n against the Works in questioa. vernment o

I have, otc.,
W. B. Hunter,
Vice-Chairmans

. Public Department, Ootacamund, 28th August, 1916
) .
0 THE Vick-CuAIRMAN, CHAMBER o¥ COMMERCE
Madras, ’

SiR,—I am directed t

et ' - to acknowledge the i
l?qf:;fi’atg;ted dthe 23rd instant, regardigg hostirl(;ceg)t of your
Ladated under the provisions of the Enemy Tradin r(l)ns:r Yo be
Gove’rumen,f. mf lie[:ily, to inform you that the list p‘ﬁ’lisl;eénan-ce’
cation No 70?77 Vrt’ la Commerce aod Industry Department Nm'th
probably refer, is 0';11[, gl?tef‘ii the 13th August, 1916, to WhiCho;lﬁ.
, is only the first of a series of % deall ou
zlflchﬂgglr{x:'esrrzs_lm v;:rhlsk Presidency. Ier::xsl otfo O;ggril?:: ha]g vith
- lle Works has, as a matter of f * pase
?ir;l]ég;i:re% th?t the Government of [ndia ha:'cet's:ir:?dy beon
for t;heg cogd0 tth?t business, and that the necessarc lé)‘ned ihe
uct of liquidation proceedings will Shortlgy blereicstlons
sue

by this Government,
L have etc,,
R. H, Couvrrenay,
for Chief Secretary.
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Public Department, Ootacamund, 28th August, 1916,

To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Madras,
Sir,—I am direcéed to forward a copy of the proceedings
of this Government No. 1319, dated the 28th August, 1916,

regarding the registration of property in British India belongivg
to enemies and to request that you will be su good as to arrange
that the prescribed procedure is brought to the cotice of the
mercantile commuoity whom your Chamber represents at as early

a date as may be convenient.
I have, etc,

R. H. CoUuRrTENAY,
for Acting Chief Secretary.

{ ENCLOSURE.]
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
PuBLIC DEPARTMENT.

REaD~the following paper :— ) )
G.0., No, 900, Public, dated 10tk May, 19186.

ication in the Fort 8t. George Gasette of

heme for the registration of claims of

ts against enemy subjects and enamy

ABSTRACT.~—Directing publ
a potification regarding vhe 8o
British and British Indian subjec
Governmente.

ORDER—No. 1519, Publie, dated 28th August, 1916.

The followiog notification issued by the Government of India will be
published for general information. Io the Madras Presidency and in the
Province of Coorg the functions of the office of ¢* Custodian ” which is
referred to in the rules will be exercised by the Otficial Trifstee, Madras,
who bas br en appointed for;those areas aa Custodian of Enemy Property
under the Enemy Tradiog Act, 1916 :—

Notification of the Government of India, Department o Commerce
and Indafftry (Cor{tmerce and Trade), No, 6803-1. 11, dated Simla, the
5th August, 1916.

In exercise of the powers confe
Trading Ordinance, 1916, (V of 1016), the Governor-
is pleased 1o make the following rules :—

1. Theserules may be called the Regiatra-
tion of Enemy Property Rules. :

2, (1) In these rules, unle:s there 18 any-
thipg repugnant in the subject or context,—

(#) * Ecemy ” meags any person, or company residing or carrying
on business in the dominion of any State at war with His Majesty :

rred by Section 10 of the Enemy
General in Council

Short title.
Definitious.
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(6) * Enemy Property ” means any property, moveable or immove-
able, belonging to, or managed or held whether in trust or otherwise for
or on bebulf of "an enemy, and includes the right to trausfer that
property ;

{¢) “ Dividends, interest or share of profits” includes any of the
following, namely :—

(¢) Any dividends, bonus or interest in
debentares, debenture stock or other obliga

(¥) Any interest in respect of any loan
on business for the purposes of that business
profits of such 8 business,

respect of any shares, stock,
tions of any company,

to a firm or person carrying
» and any profits or share of

(¥i7) Where & person is carrying oo any business in Biitish India
on behalf of an enemy, any money which, had a state of war not existed,

would have been transwissible by a person to the enemy by way of
profits from that business, : v oy way

() Apy money which, had a state of war not existed would
been puyable or paid in British India to enemies, ’ bave

(1} in respect of interest on securities of or jssued b or on
of the Government of India or His Majesty’s 'Goverumen{ or t.heb:}hoavlf
ernment of any of His Majesty’s dominions or any foreign Government
or of or issued by or on behalf of any company, or

(2) by way of payment off of any securities which have become re-.
payable on maturity or by being drawn for payment or otherwise being
such securities as aforesaid. , i

(&) * Custodian ” m%ns Lhepoﬁiéer appointed as Custodian of
nemy Property uunder the Eune Tradi
XIV of 1915, Act, 1915, for the province inmsv'vhicilad:;ll;ge

) person whose daty it is to make the
prescribed in these rules is residing or carrying on business, retur

(e} ‘‘ Prescribed period ”

means three months f i

notis oL s irom the date of thig

(2) Words and expressions used in these rules shall, unless the cop-

¥ of 101 :rary t‘mumtmn. 2ppeare, have the same
. éspective meanings as in the | "radi

Ordinance, 1916, & ¢ Eaemy Trading

Classes of vreturns 3. There shall be six
apecified, b euemy property, namely,
(1) Returns showing particulars of 4

classes of returne of

: : ividends, interes
profits due to enemies, de. interest or share of

(2) Returns showing particularg of .
property included in (3) ( S and (6)) property of enemies [other than

(3) Returns showing particulars of sh
ture stock or other obligatio
ing to or held whether in tru

belong-
due to enemies. '

{4) Returns showing partiey]
on behalf of enemies, g‘ P ars of property held for eate custody

(5) Returns showing particulars of i
alrendy recorded with the Custodian in a’::(::?)me oo wicy  from proparty

held for or on bebalf of or in trust for enemi;g.ance ith these rules aad
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k depoeits and bank
i rticulars of debts, ban [
bﬂla(lﬁ'?ef{ 33:'&' os:! g:ll;‘izoﬂr on behalf of or in trust for enemies.

ly, be in Form A, Form B, Form C,
Forn'f bﬁ“ﬁ:::’"ﬁ' '233‘&?33”1?3 yt'lw forma given in the Schednle.
L] 'y

anpexed to these rales.

ding or carrying on business in

4. Buery porson, or oY, O whom or whih any mones,
ar had not existed,
‘bfe:n. t::;totfl: or paid «;o or i{or t;::l lbe::t?l:l :ft!.x:
3 ivi {nterest or share of profits shall,

preson bydw?i:(; d;:‘irzz?:i? n:loney becomes payable afue;lt;hec:’?linrxn%f
Ell;:.?ﬂetl‘-?odpihen'winhin~one month after it !?ecol:::s :y‘F‘oru; L
oate Su the Custodian full particulars of suchi money

Returns in Form A.

ise 1 rules, every person or
5. Save a8 othsrw:s:oiggxif;ed' eigi di:bg’:r ca‘:ygki.n °"inb"l:2: ?:i't':
i ia who or whi :
Returnain Forms B& D. ‘l?:;:::l:ioﬁng;: il ay enemy [gn:x:my. ;‘:‘il:;
ithin the prescribed potiod, 57 if.t.he Pw .y 09;;“&[::6 withio one
P mi ¥ pconbrol after the expiry of that pert unicate to the
g::::;!&?egrthe time when it egmes ;:r%;el&(;qi.n %‘:)?m o e wase of
odi ioulars of suth Ppro ‘ . t oro-
el for safe onstody, and (i) in Form B in‘the case ¢f p
perty held otherwise, ‘

io . ly to ba“lmfloeg and depoaits
& The provisions of ft‘.:::l?n:zh:«i‘t?i‘n?i?&vy of enemies at dny byuk,

. Returps in Form F.  and to debts which are doe 'or which, had 8

' }d bave been dué
state of war not ekisted, weuld wve buen dud
r debtor shall be bouod tom »
m eni:n?i?:; a:-i:;:h h“g‘y ?,h'ab rule, ‘uavai tl;:g ; ga;:i;zl%? of . such
g:s:u:el, deposits or debts shall be communica! ‘

: " British India and every com-

7. Every compavy incgrp&iﬁ;d“i&' l;;ﬂ:zs i';"“”“;:‘::‘;e {:;‘r?
a transfer or &

Repugns in Form O. ,{},‘L“o&'.‘,', I:u"‘;s':{:i-h Iudia shall, within the

Form C fall
i i jcate to the Custodian in I
pmmlﬁds 5?‘::“.“.'.,2?22,“‘ atook, debensures, dehnn:m‘:ﬁe;;. ;{,‘:ﬁ.
p‘m)'r_t.mni Iu of the company which are ens pmp;rbyu‘sinm P Bitiah
or part oror munager of every firm, carrying oo ocameat of the War
'1".:'}"3:2 or more partuers of whioh on the °"‘:‘n"; e arposts ¢
b:ca':ne enemi?-‘grrﬁo ;hiol;monqn l;g bP::nbéoum‘e ::m:ﬁ“:’l{ ;};‘; 1
o fir persen ! S e ;
:vhi:tg:':g%';&cribed pe?ﬂ)d, 'oommfnwluztﬁw’ :‘;‘; ‘il:w e to suth
full particalars as to apy share of profits ' ,

enemies 0r enomy. 4 . \ ‘ ade to the
‘ ‘ : party has been made tothe
8, Where a retara o:} T‘l:zogi'::’iy‘, ﬁ;ﬁ‘,‘f’?or Torm D, particalars

'orm ty’
turns i derived from such proper
e fn Form B 333:{ ei::glaza‘rtur ufter the expiry of the

It g e Custodian in Form E

o mmunicated to the CusLof income has
preacribed period aball be o0rrtEl C quarter ; and if no 1

ik o mosth ofuh expryof 108, 1KLL Tt sh bs

n the period aforesaid,
_ reported to the Castodlan in the same form within the pe! y
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9. Where a return of any enemy property has been made to the
Custodian ia Form B, any change in respect
Changes of lien on of any lLen on the property claiined by any
property to be reported. person making the return shall also be repott-
ed to that officer in the same Form within une

month after the change has occurred or has been effected.

10, Every director, manager, secretary ofr officer of a company,

s aod every partner of a firm to which the

mﬁ{?ﬁg;’;;;g;tﬁgeégﬁ provisions of these rulas apply shall be respou-

of companies or firms. sible for commuuicating tv the Custodian the
particulars prescribed.,

Explanation.—In the case of payments specified in rule 2 (1) (o) (iv)
(1), the duty of making the prescribed return shall rest wiuh the persun,

irm or company through whom the puyments in British India are
made.

11. The Custodian shall reco1d in a register or registers al| pro-

perty, returns whereof have been made to him

Registers of returns uunder the foregoing rules, and such register

open to public inspec- or registers way be iuspected by any person

ion. who, in the opinion of the Custodian, is
interested as a creditor or otherwise.

12. Any person, who, under these rules,

act and who fails to

Penalty for infringe; such time as may b
ment of the rules: shall, in the absence «

burden of proving wi

is bound to perform any
perform such act within
e specified in the rules,
f reasonable excuse the

i burd: ) vich shall lie wpon such
person, ba punishable with imprisonment w

: { bich may extend 1o six
montbs, or with fine which may extend to ove thousand rupees or
with both,

(8d.) C. E. Low,
Seeretary to the Govermment of India,

STOCKS HELD ON-ACCOUNT OF ALIEN ENEMIES,

Board of Revenue, Madias, 4th, Decenber, 1916.

To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF CoMMERcr,

Muadras,

Sir,—1 am directed to {orward for your information copies
of the correspondence received with the Government endorsement
(copy enclosed) and to request that you will be so good a3 to state
whether you are aware of the accumaulation of any stocks held in
this Presidency on accouut of al'en enemies or otherwise to the
prejudice of the national iuterest, and, if 80, whether in your
opinion it is desirable that any preventive action should be taken,
An early reply is requested.

I have, etc ,
T. Racmaviay,

Secrcmry_
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[ENCLOSURES.]
of Endorsement No. 1987 B. 16-1 Rev.,

dated the 30th November, 1916,

d
dia, Depaitment of Commerce an
L fm th oot o 20 P Ko, 00
In dirye'cted.to forward a copy of aR despt:ich dir&xg Itll’xz %?ge% prxf
Secret:':x!'lv of State for India N:Beil&hjp:ze; séocka el o moconst
:);n;tl);erx; lgx}gxhi::dorezz{f:xfseo:o the prejudice of the national interest,

i he informed
3 ment of India may be infor
whe{h:rmtahb:reaisek a';l?zu:geac(gg::x:fation of stocks in Madras and, if o,

3 i il it is
whether in the opinion of His Excellency the Governor in Counci

; . D.
desirable that any preventive action shouid be take

Copy

No. 10875-W-1L

i .General of Commercial Ia-
A cop'y is forwarded to the Director
0

telligenee for information.

venue No. 8l
l;:dm Office, London, 29th September, 1916,

? E N
1cAT HON'ELE TH A
To His EXCELLENCY THE RAL oe INDIA 1N COUNGIL L

AR ks of certain cummo-

i been alleged that stocks ol cer -

ditielt\od:nla‘ ob‘;?ﬁ;a?:ul&sf:ted in the Ll{mt;a'e;i‘.e l_Klt:lhgedt:;'m:l r'el‘nllll:ngz;meof
man account or for export to Ger’?:a d’é have  recently b‘aetl_l ne?(:;
¢ of alisn powered 10 4L 0 rainiog whether

Stooke heldﬂ?:;r :?::ut% the pre- the pu‘r:);seog g?)st iaining whether
?:3{-(;;0& (;ll'xeonational interest. :(l:gn :of, ol the :}nur‘e 'l::::;s
i ice of the nstional in .
e t:l: hg:(g]:l?:y way be disposed of as the
dso'}rihe Regulations “is enclosed for your

of alien enemies or otherw
If it be ascertained that goo
Board may direct. A copy

information. Your Excellency’s Govern-
informed whether Your 5 f the
men%.haierg%;e::a::nb& L':afl(i)ervg tbat.l ;2: i‘::’",“:s;‘::“;gﬂ,o& ‘:{,‘:’k;ﬁem,
nl:t‘m descrivlr)ﬁ?chab;:: lesn.itoa'yk‘:;gdle)r the Articles of Commerce Ordin-
owers Y
:n?:e,p 1914, ‘are sublicient. - 1 bave, etc.,

{8d.) AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN,

'
r——

Defence of the Bealm Ammdtmh ntl st;gMdaMywo’:s;&ugust, 1016,
: : lace, the
t at Buckingham Palace,
At the Cour CSENT.

The King's Most Excellent Majesty in Co-‘f::;f.'day of Nov
in Council, dated twenty-eig leased to
Whereas by an org:;dnnwd fourteen, Hie M;{mﬁ, X)fnspoli Tabion)
‘m;"'h:;ﬁf:ff&a é’o:lled the Defencef?i She ol Consolidation Act,
make ke » the Defence o se of the realm.
%ﬁ“l::r‘oﬁ:?u}?x}g th: ';)(t}l‘glic safety and the defence of
\ ;
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And whereas the said Act has been amended by the Defence of the
Realm (Amendment) Act, 1915, the Defence of the Realm (Amendment)
{No. 2) Act, 1915, and the Munitions of War Act, 1915 :

And whereas the said Regulations have been amended by various
subsequent orders in Council :

And whereas it is expedient further to amend the said Regulations
in manner hereinafter appearing :

Now, therefore, His Majeaty is pleased by and with the advice of
His Privy Council, to order, and it is hereby ordered, that the following
amendments be made in the said Regulations :—

* * * » » » "y B

6. After Regulation 15 A, the following Regulation shall be
inserted :—

‘15 B,—(1) For the purpose of ascertaining whetber goods of any
deecription ate held on account of, or for the future account of, or for the
benefit or future benefit, direct or indirect, of any person residing or
currying on business in aby country which at the time is at war with
Hirs Majesty, or any person of enemy nationality or are beld otherwise
to the prejudice of national interest, the Board of Trade may by order—

() require all persons who are owners of, or who are in poisession
of, o~ . 2 con%rol over, any %oods, to furnish to aupy officer of the
B auvhoriszd in that bebalf any information in their possession
~ymeh such officer may require—

(1) as_to the nature, quantity, use, origin and destination of the
goods and the purposes for which they are held ;

(i) where the goods are not in the pessession of the owners as to
the actual ownership of the goods and couditions under which the
goods are held ;

. (¥%) in order to establish whether the amount of the goods held is
in excess of the normal requirements of the trade of the owner thereof
und the reasons fox the excess if any ;

(b) aothorise any cfficer of the Board to enter any premises on
which he has any reason to suspeot that goods of any such description
are kept or stored aod carry out such inapection of and examination of
the premises and goods thereon as the officer miay copeider necessary
for obtaining such information as aforesaid ;

{¢) sutborise any officer of the Board to require the pr ducti
and to inspecs all books or documents relstingqt,o goodsp 0? ::;l:?l:g
-description, 1

2. The Board of Trade may make arrangements with
Government, department for the exercise by thgat. dep&ttmenta:ny bﬁﬁﬁ?
of the Board of their powers under the foregoing provisions wirh respect
to goods of any particular description and in such case the department
and the qtﬁcers thereof shall buve and exercise the 8ame powers as are
by the said p:ovm.ons couferred on the Board of Trade an their officers,

3. Any order requiring such information a
lished in the Loodon, Edinburgh and Dablin
other manper as the Board think best adopted for info
affected snd eneuring publieity. ‘

8 aforesaid shall be pub-
tes und o ench
tiing the persons
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4 the Board of Trade, as the result of such enguiries as
aforeuiryv :r?eof oepinion that any éoods ate held on accoun;, of, or ’ior
thq futare acoount of, or for the benetit or future _beneﬁt, direet or t.'n-
direet, of any persons resident. or carrylog oo business in avy ;:onn ry
which at the time is at war with dHia_tﬂaﬂ%s.tnyg o;f a:;]y; pg;;z: ofr :;et’,rl):{'

ionali ' ntinued withholdi ,
l:f::::li:t‘y;oo;h:h;:ej‘:;ic‘;o of nat;ion(;l intﬁrelst zbken.oBaa:: l,;]:eyé fbayd?i:-g::
d post to or delivered at the las ' ) !
?::%:yUm%:??{eing%?m of the owner of the goode, require him to dl‘islc)loiw
of the goods in such manner and within sach time as may be specified in

that order.

. f hh§ oods cannot be ascertained or is nob resid.
ent glth{; t,'tlixee (I,J‘:?::doKm dgm, the order may be adt_lremd m,d and xl:niy
oconfer powers of sale on, the person 1n vhoae possession or under whose

control the goods may happen to be.
H “ »
f this regulation the expression ‘* owner in
relatg.on Ft%!::; p:;g:t!?:;}“du ang person who, aa factor or otherwise,
has power to sell the goods.

7. 1f any person— rpish apy ioformation or to answer
' ts to farnish apy 1pioxt i
any (';)tl e?t'flomn ] 3: b:eﬁl;ci: pursuance of apy order _mad:r un(}‘er :h!-
regulation or E'nowiﬂgly furoisbes apy falsé information Or.makesany

false answer to any such question jor L
\ ’ documents relating
lects to produce any books or documen )
to u‘fi’ ;eog:i? §u°’q§§§uon whiqh may' be iy bis p‘omnig‘;puor under ‘m,
coutrol 3 or o B“ -
ith sny order made by the rd as to (‘,hg‘
dilm‘::)auf 1¥§J:d,°3;'5§2a‘§o be di!poud of nn‘.de: this regulationjor
: rised by .the. Board of Trade.discloses or makes
uee Lafl :nx? li)lbafo”r;:zli,:g .glveny to him under thgi:l arqgnlttiog t he mn
be guilty of & summary offence against sthese xegulations, . - 5o
| ———— S i
Endsreement No, 1987 B.16.1 at Rev., dated the S0t I{mebsr, ’”,"??f
Referred ta the Board of Revenae for favont of _,va_ry,w.ly repg;;., o
D (Byordeny v
o L ! (849 A, H, A, Toop,
. - Under-Searetary to Government.

T

. .
i

Chamber of Commers, Madras, st Docomber 1916,

'To THE SEORETARY, BOARD OF REVENUB,
E Madras., . ;

. c e
: i
8mm,—1 have the honour to a¢knoylgeilge recsipt of your

o aave B8 - X forwatding copies -
Jatter No. 3447, dated the 4th December, 1915, 31 the stbject
of carrespondence from the Government. of ‘I;::y‘.):; gccoung of -

of aceumulation of stocks held in this Presi
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alien enemies or to the prejudice of national interest. In reply,
the Chamber begs to inform you that it is not aware of any
r.eccumulation of stocks here,
I bave, etc.,
GorDON FRASER,
Chairman,

PROPOSED DEPUTATION TO RUSSIA.

TELEGRAM.

From the Chief Secretary to the Madras Government; to the
Chamber of Commerce, Madras, dated Ootacamund, the 19th

April, 1916, No. 108.

Demi-official, reference proposed deputation of an officer to
Russia to promote direct commercial refations between exp rters
iz India and Russia, Please wire urgently after consulting Rae or
Hunter if neces-ary whit kinds of goods the export trade in which
is expected to be specially stimulated by proposed deputation

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 20th April, 1916.

To THE CHIEF SECRETARY To (GOVERNMENT,
Ootacamund.

Str,—I have the honour to confirm the following telegram
despatched to-day in reply to your telegram, dated the 19th instant
with regard to the proposed deputation of an officer to Russia t<;
promote direct commercial relations between the exporters in India
and Russia :—

“@Government telegram reference deputation ofticer to Russia
roccived yesterday Chamber anticipates enquiries would stimulate
or create trade in oilseeds especially castors and kernels formerly
considersble now lost ; also hides, skins, cotton, tea, hemp and
fibres, cocoanut produce, pepper, ginger, turmeric, nux vomiea
beeswax, coriander seed, sandalwood oil, but impossible say deﬁn.)
itely whence need for proposed tour of enquiry.”

Tn this connection the Chamber begs to point out that one of
the main 1easons why this Chamber wants an officer to be sent out
to Russia is to obtain information on the very question contained
in your telegram.

I have, etc.,

T. E. Werny,
deting Secretary.
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 20tk Aprid, 1916,

To THE CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
Qotacamund.

Sir, —I have the honour to invite the _attention of Govern-
ment to’ the trade situation likely to come iuto existen e at the
close of the war and to the desirability of endeavouring to
stimulate trade between Southern India and the cO‘ux-_\trxes n

alliauce with the British Empire.’

There is abundant evidence tl}at the tountries 80 tlhed :ﬁ'e
auxious to develop trade with this among ot.herR l::ds b(:ctus:
Briish Empire, for tho ordingry 5000 L siy yen, ” From - be
they desire the elimination © SR "
poi{t of v?ew of Southeru India,ﬂclose trade ;{:lat}onsarv;n:mthl(;;:
countries, and especially with Fraoce and usssna,th i and
to Le desired in the interests, primarily, of doulic of ountin,
secondly, in furtherance of the genera]ly accepte fpo d{ i Grea%
German trade from the markets of countries lrien y

Britain.

The members of this Chamber have considered this subject

carefully, and they are strongly of opinion that the first moven

thi i the despatch to Russia and
thia new trado cunpuign S0 Ee on openings for South Indian

: g to repor ! ;
France of a Commissioner P al, both because in a

produce. He should, we believe, be an qéﬁcl 2 ns are miogled an
matter where political and econoinic considera

official will find it casier to secure guidance und.supgorl:\ag(:x:nfll:ie
Governments of the countrics visited than a n}ercatfl% e e o
and berause an official will be the ‘.epre.senmtlf’eh(; b m;e arded ts
& whole, whereas a Buitish man of business might be reg Y

i : t of the
i i only in the adv.ncement .
some Indians as interested y e A cations,

a ; ity here. .
European mercantile community sary or advisable that he

this C does not think it neces - be
Sb:)sul((iJ }l‘:aen:mh::chnizal expert. A broad knowledge of the agricul

tural aod other resources of Southern Indis, 1mllim(:$:§’ 'éondt h:alx]s
power of interesting people in & country 1;;“’ inht be assisted
appear to be the requisite qualifications. - 3 lIl:lgian mercantile
by a European non-ofticial colleague possessing

or financial experience. .
'The functions of the Commissioner, ‘this C‘.l“;'"f)befarttl:]:gﬁ:;
should be to approach the Commercu}l and 1n§qst1}11a Cicxla arime ol‘
of the foreign Governments in question, t0 f"s"t'l v :m erchants
Commerce ar.d similac instirutions, é}? ]Etflrlzli:edesa;\hi%h Southern
i m ther n

and bankers, and to ascertain fwt e be of much dvantage if

ia i ble of meeting. : i
lllgdl:e:: :ﬁ: to (;rrange for regular exchange of information
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—~ e e T s e e e s e e e g e, e -

between bwssiness organisations in Russta aud France and those in
Southern liadia.

This 'Chamber is prepared to contribute towards the expense
of the Cormissioner’s tour, and those of his colleague, if Decessary
and it has no doubt that other Chambers in Southern India would
also assist financially, Seeing, however, that the results anticipat-
ed wonl’ be of benefit to the whole Presidency, it appears proper
that thr  expenses, or the major part of them, should be met from
public 3 unds.

I have to request that the Goveroment will take these pro-
posals, into very early consideration. Promptitude is of the
esserce of the master, for the favourable conditions vow existing
may suddenly disappesr with the end of the war and the begin-
ning of Germany’s efforts to recover her lost markets at all costs
and by wmethods which British merchants cannot think of
imitating.

I have, etc.,
GorpoN FrASER,

Chairman.

Revenue Department, Ootacamund, 25th April, 1916

To TBE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge recei
letter,"dated the 20th April, 1916, regarding sgtimu\a.t;gfm :fftzggz
between Southern Ipdia and the countriés in alliance with the
British Empire, and to state that the matter will receive due
attention. ' '

I have, ete,,
V. A, ANaNTARAMA Iyep,

for Chief Secretary

Separate Revenue i)epartment, OOtacmnuﬁd, 1st May, 1916
gy .

Sir,—1 am directed to infofm you thata 1 is
ander the cousideration of Goverament to‘depg::poh?;l 1;)00'1?
Chadwick, L C. 8, to conduct euquiries in Russia with s;. vie.w tl)
tne promotion of direct commerce between South India and Russia
Tt is anticipated that such an investigation might stimulate "
create trade in oil-seeds especially castors and kernels (the bu:'
sess in which, though formerly comsiderable, has now been lost y
also hides, skins, cotton tea, hemp, jute and fibres, cocoam)xt‘
produce mcludjng copra, coir and cocoanut oil, pepper, ginger,

v
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turmerie, nux vomica, beeswax, coriander seed and sandalwood oil
amongst other products. The scheme has the support of the
Madras Chamber of Commerce, which has recently suggested the
extension of the scope of the enquiry to France and the association
with Mr. Chadwick of a European non-official colleague possessing
Indian mercantile or financial experience, The period of the

investigation, if sanctioned, will probably cover some six months,
Chamber

and it is desired to ascertain in advance whether your - v —
would he prepared to contribute to the cost in issue and, if so,
up to what pecuniary limit, I am to add that a similar com-
munication is being addressed to the other Chambers of Commerce
in this Presidency and to the United Planters Association of
Southern India and to ask that you will be so good as to favour
me with a reply to this reference at your earliest convenience,
since in such a atter as this time is of great importance and,
in the event of the scheme receiving the sanction of higher
authority, it is proposed to make immediate arrangements for the

deputation of Mr. Chadwick, ]
L. Davipson,

Acting Chief Secrctary.

Separite Bevenne Depavtmend, Ootacemaend, st Hay, 1916.

To TaE SECRETARY. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madyus,

Str,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 20th April, and to say that, as at present advised, the Gov-
ernment are disposed to view with favour the suggestions to
extend the scope of Mr. Chadwick’s enquiry to France and to
associate with him a Furopean non-official colleague possessing
Indian mercantile or financial experience. They consider, however,
that Dussia should be placed in the forefront of the enquiry, as
there is already a considerable amount of direct trade with France,
which is not such a ferra incoynila as Russia. The initial proposal is
now before the (overnment of [ndia, and, until that authority has
intimated its views on the subject, no fival decision is possible, but
in the meanwhile I am to enclose a copy of communication which
has been addressed to other Chambers of Commerce and to the
United Planters Association of Southern India and to enquire
whether your Chamber is in a position to state the amount of the
contribution which it would be prepared to make towards the cost
of the enquiry in the event of the scheme being sanctioned.

T have, etc,,
L, DaviDsoNg

dcting Chief Secretary.
s
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 2nd May, 19186,

To tHE CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT
it |
Ootacamund,

i Sir,—1 have the bonour to inform you that -

ing of the Chawber held on Friday, the)‘:’Sth X‘pr?lt ?ts‘gﬁsliﬂeeii
o Tha_t the Chamter should effer to contribute Rs, 7 500, sa l,é)i"(’)e
from its funds towards the cost of the proposed) l:on’u' y’f .y
mercx:}l e.nguia'y in Russia, The Chamber should also a(:;c c;) i
from individual firms what they would be prepared to co t?ll; oy
a.ng :ihou]d then' a}iv}se His Excellency what the Mudras ghl‘;mubt:;
and firms were joint repared t

of the contemplgzted g:)lfl‘."l © gnarantee towards the expenses

“Tt was further resolved, on the Chairman’
Mr. George Black, of the Bank of Madras, lx)l;anassksgoszsz:'l; th}at
would be prepared to act with the officer deputed by G,ove Tont
for the tour of enquiry, Sir Bernard Hunter undertakin etrnment
municate with Mr, Black ; but that if Mr. Black i)e(un %‘ o
s0, the Chairman suggested that Mr. Ross Munro ha ld bo
«uested to undertake the work,” stould be re.
I bave, ete,,

GOrRDON Frasen,
Chairman.

TELEGRAM.

From the Chief Secretary to the Governm
- ent .
Chamber of Commerce, Madras, dated Sotziiglﬁ:ldrgs, to the
May, 1916, No. 144. nd, the 8th

Reference Mr. Gordon Fraser's letter, 9nd )

. renc ; » 2nd M

cial enquiry in Russia. Governmept of India hagx"eli'l'&
their support of proposal iz contingent upon adequate on
from lfri:ercantnle community. Can you say wha(t1 the con
from firms is likely to be. Please wi ’
urgent. e Teply as

commer.
d Sﬂying
tribution
contribution
matter very

C hamber of Commerce, Madras, 9th Ma 191

To THE CHIEF SECRETALY To GOVERNMENT % P16
Ootacamund, ’ .

Str,—1 have the honour to confirm the fo]

despatched to-day in reply to yours of the 8th i
to the proposed deputation of an officer to I({gsl&;lil:t?,

f—

owing telegram
nt, with regard

“ Your telegram reference commerei i
. ercial en i 3 ;
Chamber guarantees Rs, 7,500 and individ?x:ir);i:;:{ ;1:81:&.&31118
ras
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have already guaranteed Rs. 5,5600. Mercantile delogate’s salary is
also guaranteed, further subscriptionsbringing total to £1,000

may be relied on.”

The salary of the mercantile delegate, who accompanies
Mr. Chadwick, is also guaranteed ; and will not, therefore, be a
charge on the amount mentioned above.

I have, etc.,
T. E. WgLBY,
Acting Secretary,

Best & Co., Ltd., Madras, 10tk May, 1916,

» To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBEE OF CoMMERCE,
Madras.

Sig,—While at Ootacamuod I took the opportunity of speak-
ing to the Hon’ble Mr. Cardew on the question of the com-
mission to Russia. I enclose herewith copy of a letter I addressed
to the Hon’ble Mr. Cardew as a result of our interview, and also
copy of his acknowiedgment, both of which I shall be glad if you

will circulate to members of the Chamber.

I have, etc.,
GorDON FRASER,

mp— .

{ ENCLOSURES. ]
Ootacamund, 9th May, 1916.

DEAR MR, CARDEW,—With feference to our disoussion of yesterday
morning regarding the proposed commission to Russia to promote trade
between that country and Southern India I cau promise that & sum of
Rs. 15,000 will be guaranteed if necessary, iomt-ly, by the Madras
Chamber of Commerce and Madras merchants. 1 understand the Govern-
ment of India bave expressed their appioval of the proposed commission
provided fuuds are forthcoming from outside sources sufficient to cover
two-thirds of the expenses. According to the figures we put down on
paper yesterday morning, the cost of the commission should not exceed
the roughly approximate figure of Ra. 20,000, consequently the amount
mentioned above should more than cover the guarantee ca ed for by the

Government of [ndia,

The members of the M. C., whilst offering to contribute, sre never.
theless strongly of the opinion that the whole cost of the commission
should be borne by Government, a8 the object aimed at is for the commnn
good of the country asa whole, and is not for the apecial benefit of the
few European werchants in Madras as represented by the Madras

Chamber of Commerce.
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A pumber of the firms contributing as members of the Chamber will
reap no benefit while other firms are themselves incurring considerable
furcher expenses in exploiting the Russian markets in addition to any
contribution they may make towards the cost of the proposed com-
mission, which I again emphasise is for the benefit of the country asa
whole avd not for the individuals who contribute. [ hope the Govern-
ment will not charge to outside contributions any part of the salary or
aliowances paid to the Commissioner, but only the actual out-of pocket
travelling expenses,

As it is important that no time should be lost I will guarantee, on
bebhalf of the Madras Chamber of Comuerce and of the individual firmsi n
Mad:ias, to contribute two-thirds of the cost of the commnission, provided
such contributivn does not exceed a total sum of Rs, 15,000. I under-
stand the Government of Madras bave circularised other Chambers and
Associations in Southern Ivdia inviting contiibutions, and that any
contributions promised, and al:o Government’s share of the expenses,
will be deducted from the total cost before calling up our guarantee,
If similar guaravtees to ours are made by other limdies, the most
equitable method would be to call on all guarantees pro rafa to wake up
the amount required.

Yours, ete.,
(Sd.) GORDON FRASER,

¢ St. Margarets,” Ootacamund, 9ih May, 1916,

DeAr FRASER,—Many thanks for your letter cf tkis date which
have duly received, but too late to ackuowledge befure you leave
Ootacamund, I fear. You may rest assured that the representations
which it contains will be given the most careful consideration of the
Government.

Yours, etc.,

(8d,) A. G. CARDEwW.

Chamber of Commerce, Hadras, Sth June, 1916,
To Grorce W. Brack, Esq,
Edinburgh.
Sig,—With reference to your telegram to Sir Bernard
Hunter undertaking to act with the officer to be deputed by
Government for the tour of enquiry in Russia, I am desired by

the Chamber to convey to you its thanks for your kind cg.
operation.

I have, etc,,
GORDON Fraskg,
Chairman,
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Commercial Intelligence Department, Calcutta, 1st September, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Madras.

SIR,— the honour to forward herewith for information
copy ?)[fR:a leIttelzlf ‘;\?hich I have addressed to Chambers of Commerce
in India, other than the Madras Chamber. I presume that ymjl?
are in di’rect communication with Mr. Qhadwwk on l:he subject o
openings for Madras trade with Russia. If not, however, and
indeed in any case, T will be glad to forward to him any sugges.
tions which you may care to make on the lines of the enclosed

circular. I have, ete.,

H. A. F. Linpsay,
Director-General.

p——

{ENCLOSURE.]

Commercial Intelligence Department, Calcutta, 1st September 1916

CE.
\ £ SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF (?ommm ,
o Banqal’, Bombay, Punjab, Karachi,
Upper India, Burma.

i -1+3-4 5- he 27th
i on of my letter No, 410.1-3-4 5.6, dated ¢

J —l;Isltl; cg:hn‘l?: :lnxlb]!:act ofy trade with Rassia, I have the bonour l';o
inform "bat an Indian delegate is now touring 1o Russia in the
;mﬁ;g ot‘)lf Madras trade in the country. I have just heard from

i delegate, to the effect that he will also take up
Mx D, T.ir(i):sage‘;;cl}:fi;:eluedign trade in general with R“"‘I"f aod will
any eoqu rily confine his investigations to Madras trade. If there are
not neceSF"iesthich you would like Mr. Chadwick to make with special
any enqm: basioess in which the Bengal, Bombay, Pupjab, Karachi,
referencle do' Burma Chamber is intereated, or any general assistance
UP_Der n ::c;uld like bim to give, will you kindly comn1un_1cnte with me
;":""ﬂ;’s 3?,]' St and I will at once forward your representation to him.

td

SIR,

I have, ete.,
(Sd.) H. A, F, LINDsAY,
Director-General.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
FINANCIAL (SEPARATE RevENUE) DEPARTMENT,

6. 0. No. 183, dated the 13th September, 1916,

ORDER :—
i i d that the
Chamber of Commerce w;ll be informe
S cre'i‘::yhﬁd?:ate afg:- India bas sanctioned the _propIosal to
aseaocia.te Mr. G. W. Black with Mr. D. T. Chadwick, I. C. 8,
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during the latter's deputation to Ruasia, it being understood that
the salary of Mr. Black during the period of deputation will be
borpe in full by the Bank of Madras and that only one-third of
the expenditure incurred on account of his actual travelling and
subsistence allowances on the continent will be a

charge against
public revenues, ‘

(True Extract.)

R. H, Courrenavy,
for Chief Secretary.

———

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
FinanciaL (S. R.) DepaRTMENT.

G. O. No. 821, dated the 30th September, 1916.
ORDER :—

The British Chamber of Commerce in Paris has suggested
that a commission of business men from India should visit
important trade centres in France to promote trade in Indian
produce and to examine the extent to which French can replace
German goods. The visit should be made not later than October,
in order not to lose the present favourable opportunity,

2. The Chambers of Commerce will be informed that it has

been arranged that Messrs, D. T. Chadwick and G. W. Biack shall
visit France on their return from Russia. It will be open to auny
business men who may desire to do so at their own expense to go

to France for the suggested enquiry or to join Mr. Chadwick’s
deputation.

(True Extract.)

R. 8. Kersnaw,
for Chief Secretary.

——

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 3rd October, 1916.
To raE DIRECTOR-GENERAL oF CoMMERCIAL

Caleutta,

Str,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of 0 tA 3986
of the 1st September, 1918, fog P your letter No. )

rwarding copy of a letter addiessed
by you to the other Chambers in India, with the exception of this
Chamber, In reply, I beg to inform you that this Chamber trusts
that, as Mr. Chadwick’

dwick's tour to Russia has wow sssumed the
character of a wission on behalf of Indian trade gonerally, the

INTELLIGENCE,
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. . g ards
Govarment il s the erbios QR 1
- the tour. I .
defraying the expenses of . but merely submits that it
: H mer undertaklng, .
::\g?lrtzsin;t;uif:;ble to impose on one body, ﬁ?‘ih ad(;;sa::‘éf ‘;;’;
r sent the entire Madras Presxden?y’ So gke investigations
iprees for a tour in which Mr. Chadwick is to ma.
charges

7 i d to
on be amber t«hat ma addl‘ess .hlm ?.n
half Of any Other C!l ’ ;
devote M;tention to the pOSSlble Opemﬂgﬂ- fO[ pi |0ducbs mn Wh. ch the

members of this Chamber and growe

no interest, her that the Govern
st either tha ol
This Chamber would, therefore, sufggie E pancial responsibility

t
i me & larger share of ,
ﬁesgazfgﬁggbzizuutilising Mr, Chadwick’s services be requested to

contribute proportionately. I have, etc.,

T. E. WELBY,
Acting Secretary.

————

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 3rd October, 19186,

ENT
To THE CHIEF SECRETARY, FiNaNcIAL DEPARTMENT,
Ootacamund,

Sir,—1I beg to acknowledge receipt of G. O. N
the 19th September, 1916.

In view of the fact that Mr.

racter of a mission b rade
asszn:fl?y ttl::;s %ll?amber presumes that there will be some reconsider
generally,

i fraying the expenses of the
o 1 o_rigma.l :“:?i%ﬁgl:;:: i:: rfgfmery uxiiertaking, but nLerg]y
sabmi o lw't.ww);uld be inequitable to impose on 9(;19 ody,
submits that ‘b even represent the entire Madras Pres:1 e‘:incy,k 80
vy do;s noof the charges for a tour in which Mr, C ah v.:xc &m
large a share tigations on behalf of any other C.hamber tha mf y
oo i %i to devote attention to the possible openings thqr
addtlirfl?tsh;? :l?ich members of this Chamber and growers in this
pro

part of India have no interest,

i he Govern-
i 1, therefore, suggest either that the (Fover
Tl}lslcc;!i‘;mal;:;g:l;k};:g:: shar:a of the ﬁuan'cw,l responsxblltx:g
g;e:;:t (?hambers utilising Mr. Chadwick’s services be reques

to contribute proportionately.

0. 783, dated

Chadwick’s tour _ha.s now
on behalf of Indian trade

I have, etc,
W. B. HUNTER,
Vice-Chairman,
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Pinancial Department, Ootacumnund, 101 Oetoher 1916
1 . .
To tnr Vier-CuaiRMay, CuaMser or CoMMERcE
* )
Madras.

Str,—]I have the honour to acknowledge receipt
dated the srd October, 1916, on the subject nf
mission, which will receive due attention.

of your letter,
Mr. Chadwieck’s

I have, ete,,
R, 11, COURTENAY,
for Clery Sevvetary,

Indicn Commercial Intell igence Depar o
L G e 4 ¢ ? vtinenl. S . P N
] menl yemda, 1317, Oe: 1916,
To rtne SE¢RETARY, Crameer or Comygror
“*y
Merdyas,

Sti, —~Your letter of the 3rd instant regarding My Chadwi
tour to Russia has been forwarded to wme hereg AIL adwick’s
that 1 bave no information regarding the ﬁna.n(;inr anUCh regret
I am, however, forwarding a copy of your repre: Fh‘? tour,
Government and will reply to your letter as sy ‘ellt‘atlon.to
instructions to do so. moas I oreceive

1 have, cte,,
H. A I“. IJ!NDS:\Y.
Di’rector-Geneml.

Chamber of Comuerce, Madras, 51, Decenle; 1916
! /I) . .

To rur CHIEF SECRETARY 10 GoverNugxt
MENT,
Aadras,

'Sm,——I ha:ve the honour to enquire whether t}; G
are in possession of any report or informatiop ¢ Government
Messrs. Chadwick and Black, riembers of the trado ?ubml:t‘ed by
Russia, and to request that the Chamber may b (ebutaz‘(on to
such as soon as possible after receipt. ¢ favoure i with

.The first trade enguiry resulting from
received by the Chamber recently, and arra
made to furnish all Russian firms who addyre

the deputation wagy
agements e being

3¢ us with g tabular
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I A b

list of exporters and the products in which they are particularly
interested, together with bankers' references.
.1 have, ete..
T. E. WELsY,
dcting Secretary.

TRADE RELATIONS BETWEEN RUSSIA AND INDIA.

Commercsal Intelligence Department, Caleutta, 3Tth Jan, 1916,

To tHE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras,

81— have the honour to enclose copy of & letter No. 354,
dated the 11th Jauvary, 1916, from the Imperial Consul-Ger~vaj ,
for Russia in Caleutta asking me to inform commercisl cireh |~
India that the Russian Reciprocal Society of Merchunts, Manu '
tuters, etc., of Moscow, are desirous of extend'ng direct commer. .

. relations with exporters in this country. I shall be chliged if y° ‘ ‘

will be 80 good as to bring this to the notice of intereated membe.
of your Chamber. Lo A

T also enclose for ready referenice a statement showing the suatis-
tics of India’s export trade with Russin dur&ng the Jast five years!
The statement. indicates the general lines "on which trade ‘with ~—
Russia bhs been carried on during the past five years, and the
fluctuations of quantities and values, .

, .1 bave, ete,,
| B E, B. 6y,
' for Director-General of Commavcial Intelliflncs,

‘ [Enmmnﬁé] »

Copy of letter No. 354, dated the 11tk Janusry, 1916, from the seting
fmperial Consul-General for Hussis, Caloutta, to the Direeo:-
‘General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutia, :

. 1 have recelved an information from Mascow to the' effeck that the
merchants of that place wish to have a direst commercial relation with
the exporters of India withont the medistion of the German brokers, us
befory the war. They shail be plensed to have samples, terms aod prices
of the commodities which, the Jodisn mercbants wish to export to
Russia. I shall be greatiy obliged if you can mansge to isform the
commercial circle here aboas the Society in Moscow which o its turg
will be giad to faraish ait informatione regarding the com ities used
theré, and their prices, ete. The uawe hnd address of thé Suciety are
#The Administration of she Russiau Reeiprooal Bociety of Mercbants,
Manufaoturers, ete., Fourkasoveky ¢, Moscow.”
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68'*} TECHNICAL INFORMATION BUREAU, LONDON.

J g e e b g e m o e

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 29th Januury, 1916,
To THE DiRECTOR-GENERAL oF COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE,
Calcutta, '

S1r,—1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter, dated the
97th instant, and to say that it is being circulated among the
mwembers of this Chamber for their information, and those interested

will, no doubt, address you direct on the subject. w5
I have, ete,
A. E, Lawsox,
Secretary,

———

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, Bth March, 1916.

To ThE RussiaN RECIPROCAL SOCIETY oF MERCHANTS,
HMoscow,

Sir,—1 beg to ioform you that the Chamber has received
from the Director-General ot Commercial Intelligence in India
copy of a letter addressed to him by the Imperial Consul-General
cfor Russia in Calcutta, in which the latter stated that your
Society is desirous of extendiog direct commercial relations with
exporters io India with a view to thé promotion of trade between:
“Jodia and Russia without the medistion of German brokers
"With reference to this, I have much pleasure in stating that thi;s
Chamber will be glad to do everything in its power to co-operate
with your Society in the matter, and will be obliged if you will
indicate in what way it can be of assistance in prowoting so
desirable an object.
I have, =te.,
GorpoN Fraser,

Chairman,

TECHNICAL INFORMATION BUREAU, LORDON.

Department of Commerce and Industry, Simla, 26¢h January, 1916
To THE SECRRTARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras,

Rig,~—I am directed to forward the accom anyi
Press communigué, dated the 26th January, 191p5.ng:n%h?sgb;:c:
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e e S A A S S S S S N ——————————

he constitution of a separate -:I‘echnical Information Bureau in
pection with the Imperial Institute, London.

I have, etc.,
1L Di Enmo'rr, )
- Officiating Under-Secratary to Government,

u

{ENCLOSURE. ]
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY.
Simla, ths 26th January, 1916.

" PRRSS QOMMUNIQUE.

‘ k1Y

A separate Burean bge recently been constitated in connection witls ana
. Imperial loatitute, London, for the purpose.of collecting techn’ perma-
yrmation, dealing with commercial euquiries which do not invods,
orgtor investigations,and preparisg the resuls of such investiga! t by th

ciroulation to manuntacturers, producers and merchaots withi ) ¥ the
ipire, with a view to promotiog the manufactare of Tmperial prodi®® to a
b i’ the United Kingdow aud in His Majesty’s oversea dominicOnOMIC
» funotions of shis Technical Information Burean will be distinet: ir.
se of the Scientiic and Technical Department of the Imper.
titate whioh wiil eontinue Jo be engaged. on’ examination in ‘tbillie.
oratory of new or little knowa raw materials from all pmbe of thp.

ipire. : A ', isport

K L ecriaminab ¢»v3 . E fz'{;,,_f\:,_:;v‘f“‘;:i
Chamber of Commierce, Madras, 31st January, 1916,

To\'ru UNDeR-SECRETARY, COMMERCE AND ’INDUST!B.Y,‘ o

- W Stmla. . o
Sie,—1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No, 355,
ted .the 26th January, 1916, forwarding copy of,a Press .com.
inigqué on the subject of the constitution of & ssparute Technical

formation Bureau in connection with the TImperial Institute, -
| T bave, etc.,
A, E, Lawsoy,
Secretary
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CONFERENCE OF THE ALLIES HELD AT PARIS.

Department of Commerce wd Industry, Sendu, 19tk August, 1916, .

To TiE SECKRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Hadvas.

Sm,--L[ am directed to communicate, for the information of
the Madras Chamber, the recommendations made by the Con-

ference of the Allies held at Paris on the l4tb to the 17th June, ~

1916, to digcuss certain economic questions arising out of the war.
I have, ete.,
A. H. Ly,

Deputy Secretary to Government.

1 ENCLOSURE, }

(Lranslation.)
from L

1

A < e representatives of the Allied Governments have met at Paris
{xim/.,der the Presidency of M. Clémentel, Minister of Commerce, on the
DU h, 15th, 16th and 17th June, 1916, for the pnrpose of fultilling the man-
e¥ate given to them by the Paris Cooference of 1be 28th Marcb, 1916, of
Jriving practical expression to their solidarity of views and interests, and
Y7 proposicg to their respective Governments the appropriate meuwsures
CB “realisir,g this solidarity.

w II.

They declare that after forcing upon them the military contest in
spite of all their efforts to aveid the couflict, the Empires of Central
Europe are to-day preparing, in concert with their Allies, for a contest
op the economic plave, which will not _on!v rurvive the re-establishment
of peace, but will ut that moment attain its full scope and intensity,

I,

They cannot, therefore, conceal from themselves that the ugreements
which are being prepared for bhis purpose between their enemies have
the obvious object of establishing the domination-of the latter over the
production and the markets of the whole world and of imposing op other
countries an intolerable yoke,

1n face of #0 grave a peril the sepresentatives of the Allied Govern.
ments consider that it has become their daty, on grounds of necessary
and legitimatddefence, to adopt and realise from pow ouward all the
measures requisite on the one hand to secure for themselves and for the
whole of the markets of neutral countries fuil econowic independence
and respect for sound comumercial practice, aud on the other hand to

facilitate the orgapisation on 8 permaneny baeie of their economic
alliance.
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Parmanent measurss of mutual ﬁ:;‘ftancc and collaboration among
ie5.

I

.

The Allies decide to take the necessary ateps without delay to
render themselves iadepeudent of the epemy -countries in so fay ae
regards the raw materials and maoufactured articles essential to the
normal developnient of their economic activities,

These steps should be directed to assuriog the imdependence of the
Allies not ounly o far ss concerns their sources of supply, bus also as
regards their finaneial, commercial and maritime orgaisation,

The Allies will adopt the methods which seem to them most suitable
for the carrying out of this resolution, acsording to the nature of the
commoditiea aad having vegard to the principles which govern their

. scopomic policy. i

They may, for example, have recourse either to euterprises
sabsidised, directed or controlled by the Governments themaelves, o3
to the grans of tinancial assistance for the evcouragement of scientifio
and techuical research and the development of pational industries and
resonrces ; to customs duties or prohibitions of a temporary or perms-
pent churacter ; or to a combination of these different mathods,

- Whatever may be the methods adopred, the object aimed at by the
Allies is to increase production within their territories »a a whole to a
sufficient extent to evable them tg maintain and dewplop their economic
pasition and independence in relation to enemy coanirier, :

11.
+ In order to permit vhe interchange of their products, the Allies
aundertake to adopt measures for facilitating their mutual trade relutions
both by the establishment of digect and rapid lasd and sea transport
services at low rates, and by the extension aud iwprovement of postal,
telegraphic and other communications, .

1L,
The Allies undertake to convene a meeting of teshnical delegates to
draw up measutes for the aesimilation, so far as may be possible, of their
lawa governiang patdnts, indications of origin and trade marke,

Inregard to patents, trade marka and literary and artistic copyright
which have come into existence during the war in enemy conutrier, the
Allies will adopt, o far as possible, an identical procedure, to be
applied as soon as hostilities cense, '

This procedure will be elaborated hy the technieal delegates of the
Allies,
. D

Wheresx for the parposes of their common defance againat the
enomy the Allied Powers have agreed to adopt a common economic
policy, on the lines faid down in the Resolntiouns which have been

assed, and whereas it {s recoguised that the effectiveness of this policy
gepends absolutely upou these Resolutions beirg put into operation
yohwith, the Reprerentatives of vhe Allied Goveruments nndertake to

‘commend their respective Goveraoments to take without delay ail the
n:fuures. whether temporary or permanent, regnisite’ for giviog full
and complete effect to this policy forthwith, and 10 communieate to eash
other the deoirion arrived at to attain that objecy.

——————

PRI
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GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF THE TANNED HIDES TRADE.

Madras Tanned Kips.

The figures in the statement show the f. 0, b, cost, Ty
obtain the c. i. f. cost, the following charges must be added :~

Fretonr ;—Add about 1:29d, per lb, basis frej
per ton of 50 cubic ft. P ' {reighs at 175,

INSURANCE :— Marine—Add 5/87,. .

War Risk—Add 21s, per £100,

ExcraNGe :-—Add to the cost the difference between par
exchange of 1/4 and 1/4'7/16. The day’s rate being 1/4+7/16 for
3 months sight drafts, documents against payment, on London,

CommissioN :—Commission payable to - shippers' Loudon
iouse. ,

The prices are based on the assumption that Government
take over everything excluding calf. Halves, Off-colours, Limeys
to be packed as Wourths, Thins and papers to be P;('ked Zs
Fifths. ‘ 2
_ The f. o0, b, pricet in statement do not allow for t
mission payable to the London Houses. - t the com.

Prices :—Are on the basis of fair avurage' assortment of

geason. It is generally expected that the assortment of arrivalg
will be very poor for the next few montbs, and in the event of the

deliveries giving a larger percentage of Foarths and Fifths thap in

the basis assortment the all round cost would correrpondingl
advance. For instance, if against 25 bales 20 x 60 x 20 the ﬂxc%s
ghould be 17 bales Fourths and 15 bales Fifths, the price ;
the 25 bales 20 x 60 x 20,17 bales Fourths, 15 bales Fifths anod

5 bales Heavies would be increased respectively 4 pies per Ib

Again, if working on the same reduced assortment of 25:
Rggu]a,_r Ran, 17 bales Fourths, 15 bales Fifths aonfd g ll::ll:s
Heavies, the assortment of the Heavies should run 5- ba]es
90 x 60 20 plus 2 bales Fourths, plus 1 bale Fifths, the reapec.
tive rates of all grades and weights would be increased by 6} gie;
per Ib. 1
The above remarks regarding enhanced rates due to dj \
in assortments could be modified if there should b?g'?:}":t’}ce
reductionsin bazaar values. tve

WeicaTs :—The average weights of parcels to be m
po hides under 3 1bs, and no hides over 14 lbs, Hmai?;a ugv:f
14 los. and up to 20 Ibs, over

MaDRas, "\ .. T. E. Wnﬁy
12th June, 1916, "~ deting Se’cremry.
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such stocks should be taken over by Government. on -the hasis of
the prices ruling in London priorto intimations being ‘received in
Londou of Government’s intentions. In support of this I. would
draw your attention to the fg % that buying orders were being
cabled to Madras by buyers in 1 don at prices considerably. higher
than the rates ruling for the period ending May 11th,"and under
the circumstances Madras merchants were legitimately entitled to
continue trading to the extent of their ‘normal ‘m&"\'éplacib'g
stocks by new purchases as the old atocks were sold” after sorting
and baling. In the majority of cases it is impossible to sgll until
the assortment of bagaar purchases is known, and it, thetefote,
follows that in order to work"the' business:satisfactorily Madyas
firms have to carry what may be called * working stocks.” As the
assortment, is sscertained the goods can be sold to London buyers,
and this procedure has been followed by a number of merchants
who now. find themsélves holding stocks at high.prices, which under.

the present_ivtentions,.of Government will be taken over at prices

leaviog the firms with & serioas loss., The mémbers of the Chamber,
therefore, are of opinion t.h:ét‘dp‘rovided such stocks held by the
jndividual firms do; hot ‘excéed what may be rightly considered
nprmal **working stocks ” ‘the samy sbould be taken over by Gov..
efnmentiwithout loes to the firms in queation, \C PR

R Co ; Lidie s SR G s Y e ,‘;‘2:‘-} WY
. In yegard to the decision’of Qovernthent tg pay for goods par-
chased smuent to the 24&?@% aud reddy for shipment hy July
16th on the basis mentioned ‘above, thé members. qfthe Cliamber. :
are of opinion that this basis is equitable 8s'h geuerdl notice wad'
giver by oable; dated London, the’24th Jute, o the Madrea frms-
interested in the trade;to make no purshases oveér ‘the limits in
question, - The Chanibet’ would, howevér, draw ‘the .attention of -

Governmény to the advisbiliy Df wabstitating. Auginst 15th, for

J'ul'? 164k - This extension is necessry 1o; allow taoners to market
their raw stocks now:in ptocess’at the tanneries, SRR

iy K b e 4 ":‘L':‘”'“!" S " ‘;l‘”. o '; . ‘
* " *f the' above,connection mgi@b&‘éf& ".the Chatmber cahnot too
strongly recommend Govesment to declare piomgfly ‘the limits it
is inténdad. to bring into 'fofee ‘aftef . Arigudt’ 15¢h,:1915. - Unless’
this fs’ dope serious disorganisatidh: to. the: trademay result; as .
tanners may fear, & further substdntial reduction'in prices by Gov-
ernment, sod acting under this {eir they may refrain.from pur.

chasing further supplies of raw hides. - Tanners cannot be exfoeted

to takg the risk pf,m&kingiﬁﬁé# purchsses £ raw hideg st the pre:
cent-high prices; unless they have some guarantee that Government
will tako over the tanned hides at prices leaving thetf'n margin
on the right side.  In ‘the’opitién of the'Chamber'it . advisable
that Government declare dt once thie limits ab: whioh: Bovernment
will take over supplies for the'fhires months subsequentto Augnst
156k - I underitand .thet 'the -primary- object of Ggyortment is to
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obtain as large a supply of hides suitable for Army purposes as
possible, and unless action as mentioned above is taken by Govern-
ment withous delay there is a serious possibility of tanneries closing
down, and at this period of the year the labour would turn on to
agricultural work and valuable time be lost, as it would be im-
possible to get back the labour for some considerable period.

Certain members of the Chamber have been instructed to have
their stocks on hand at 24th June certified both as regards quanti-
éies and costs. Up to date no advices have been received from Gov-
. 'nmens on this subject, and if such certificates are necessary it is
s lvisable that Government, without delay, appoint an official
in Madras to grant the necessary certificates.

As regards obtaining shipping licences, if these are necessary
(tovernment will no doubt take steps in the matter at once by ap-
pointing the Collector of Sea Customs, or some other official, to
grant the licences.  As there are no restrictions on the export of
tanned Hides to the United Kingdom, and looking to the fact that
the Home Government require further supplies with the least
possible delay, it is to be ‘presumed that no shipping licences will
be required.

1 have, etc.,
GorDON FRASER,

Chasrman.

TELEGRAM.

From A. C. McWatters, Esq., dated the 7th July, 1916, in
reply to the Chamber’s telegram of the 5th instant :—

Am taking Government Madras Orders, on your telegram 5th
tannei hides, I have had no previous intimation of Home Gov-
ernment’s action.

Chamber of Convmerce, Madras, Tth July, 19186,
To Mzssrs, Qorpox, WooprofrE & Co,
London,

Sirs,—A special meeting of members of the Madras Chamber
of Commerce interested in the hides trade was held in the
Chamber’s rooms on Monday, the 3vd instant, to consider and

decide what steps to take in view of the recent tclegrams received .

from {.ondon nirms advising that Government proprse to take
over control of the Madras hides trade.

After some discussion it was resolved to telegraph the views
of the Chamber to the Government of India and to cable a copy

* Madras merchaots on the 24th Juoe and-the further supplies avail-

THE TANNED HIDES TRADE, ' 8
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A »
of the message to your good selves asking you to be good enough
to communicate the contents of the message to the various Home
firms inte:ested. '

I have now the pleasure to enclose herewith confirmation of
telegram despatched to you on the 7th iustant and trusb that the
action of the Chamber in requesting your good services will not
inconvenience you. :

' : I have, ets.,
GorpoN Fraseg,
Chairman.

Chamber of Cormmerce, Madras, 8th July, 1916, .

To A. C. McWarregs, Esq, L. C. 8,
, ¢fo' Government of Indis,

Simla,

Ste,—In view of the indefinite nature of the communications
received from London, especially in - regard to the prices at which
Government propose to take over unsold stocks of hides held b
able for shipment up to the 16th July, a special mesting of fmem.
bers of the Madras Chamber of Commerce wias held an Friday, the
7th instant, to consider what steps should be-taken to place get‘ore
Government the Chamber's “views regarding the prices ruling for.
the 6th to the 11th May. After fully discussing the matter and
considering the evidence placed before the meeting by various $ruig
especially in regard to the prices at -which bosiness -was actually put
through in Loadon, the Chamber arrived at the following: ratgs, as
being representative of the market during the period in question :—

Bost Bangalores—, : o . 7
Standards . 20 60 20 223}d. o i f, London.
4th .18 - doy L
Gth - ' y - Tbhde e o
Heavies 20 60 20193d.. . do. ‘

Puyre Cocanadas . 1d. per Ib. aboveBest '

Greased Mutwadas -~ . do, do, [Bangalores,

Mized Madras and Coast ', 3d. do. ! do,

Bellarys v 26 50 85 25d, . i. f, Logdon. , .

Prinie Hyderabads 235 50 25 2bd. . “do o
= a’l“bo‘viqw'n‘;of‘the Chamber bave: been duly communicated to
you®*by cable, and I enclose herewith copy of. ths  télegram
despatched to-day to your good self, ¢/o the Government of India,
I have, ste,,,
GlorDos: FRASER,
.. Chaiyman, *
n -’
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[ENCLOSURE }
TELEGRAM,

From the Chamber of Commerce, Madras, dated the 8th .July,
1916 ; to A. C, McWatters, Esq., c/o Government of India,
Simla,

Madras Chamber considers prices ruling May sixth to eleventh
including Madras and Lomdon Agents commissions were Best
Bangalores, Standard twenty-two half fourths eighteen half fifths
fifteen heavies nineteen three-quarters pure Cocanadas Greased
Mutwadas mixed Madras and Coast penny halfpenny farthing
respectively above Best Bangalores. Bellary and Prime Hyderabad
Standards twenty-five,

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 8th July, 1916.

To tRE CHIEF SECRETARY To GOVERNMENT,
Ootacamund,

Sir,—I have the honoar to enclose herewith copies of tele.
grams and letters exchanged with the Government of India in
connection with the intentions of Government to take over the
control of the Madras hides trade.

The Madras Chamber of Commerce is of opinion that the
prices at which Government propose to take over the unsold stocks
held by Madras merchants entails undue bardships on Loth
merchants and tanners, and hopes that the Madras Government
will see its way to support the protest put forward by the
Chamber. -

I shall be pleased to supply any further information requjreq
by the Government on the subject.
1 bave, etc.,
GorpoN Frases,
Chairman,

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 8th July, 1916,
To Mzsses. GorpoN, Wooprorre & Co.,
4 London.
Strs,—In continuation of my letter of yesterday’s date, I

have the pleasure to ponﬁrm the despatch to your good selves of g
cable, dated the 8th instant, as per copy enclosed,

" disorgaaied, .

and coming from London itiplies that'the rates mm' v

basis mentioned, all gw&:ol&umhnedb ' Madras
et
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3. ' Received. by two or three firms anlb aod dated subsequent

" to the telegram of the 30th June,. * Have atocks 24th Jane certi-

fied, Invoice separate, Exps# receive consideration’ if costs
exceed 11th May prices, , Before  resuming buying. recommend
obtain shipping licences.” '~ - . = BT

In placing thege -telegrams béfore you I wjo‘uld' ; ticularly

_ draw your attention to the fact that whilst certain firms in London

appear t0 have been notified by Government of the position the
information was not cabled out to all irms in Madras, and it is the
opinion of members that it.would have been better had Govern-
ment communicated directly with Madras on the fubjest, |

From the cables received it is evident that the Home Govers.

“ment have laid down certaih rules of procedure, Hub-the instruetions -

received by Madras merchants ate too fndefiaits to'avt’ on with
safety, and unlees & definite cotitse 6t actioh'is taken’ prodiptly by
Government on this side it is feared that the:trade will be setiously’

i L

The. decision 1o take over goga. codi onthe hasis.of the prises
ruliog for the. period-ending Moy 6th-to ‘11th, iy.. # te, -and
harany conductive to & .continuance: of 'husiness by merchahts. -It
is not stated whether Govetnment intends to ‘take'dver-all excesses
in addition to Md&rdpﬂmy and flivther dhedy kl , heidérablh
difference of opinion as to ‘the”actual prices rtiling dusing
period in question, - '~ Vil v :

Itis al;t;n::lsatedﬁ&?h:; gabds tdken over by oy 'bhc:
ment will . be .valned . at the ] W ; godawe. Ruped,
Madras £.0.b, puoas.orthemi&.m aupmu. 5 b

The second telegeain réfers: tb Mejiad Muy 8Lk 2o

on the London buyer's'®.i.f. cost involeh reoeived Trom by -
the Londoa Sz, theds bang the, ooly oots resogaied by Lidudon

firms,

" Tt is the opinion of membevs of:tbe Chamber,tat the London
buyer’s oi.f, cost javoise is, the only peestioable basts on..which to
'ork. v i ‘«.})3 '-,j('“l',t‘ Ii fh‘ x 1 l; o "Vf II! o se s
" he telegrams’ ‘advise that Governtierit will 4d¥d over; th
sk e

5 fn‘*‘-i:::‘; o '.ff“vlfo'
. 'This decision i8 opsn 40 objsetions aud is likely. &
ship on mexchants and tanners, Inthe opss:

Aoy,

I W

shipaient up to July 16th. . "¢°

B

m of oot pured g
to uaﬂllh,vu"mﬁpﬁp'dg,mv' Bamber’s telogramm toy od prior
sl m m‘?‘ﬂ of the mb“mv
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, Tth July, 1916.

To A. C. McWarters, Esq,, I.C.8.
cjo Government of India, ,

Simlia.

S1r,—I have the honour to advise you that at a special
meeting of members of the Madras Chamber of Commerce inter.
ested in the tanned hides trade, beld on the 3rd instant, it was
resolved to address Goveroment with rcference to Government's
intention to control the Madras tanned hides trade. .

Tu accordance with the Resolution I have the honour to con-
firm the despatch to you, addressed to the care of the Govelnment
of India, of the following telagram :—

“ London cables advise Government taking over at Madrag
prices ruling week ending May eleventh all tanned hides purchased

prior June twenty-fourth also hides ready shipment by July,

sixteenth. Further cables read bhave stocks June twenty-fourth
certified expect receive consideration _if costs exceed May eleventh
prices also recommend obtain shipping licence before resumiog
buying. Chamber protests against proposed limits as entailing
bardship on merchants and tapners also limits tco indefinite
Chamber requests Government state definite prices standard and
excesses. Strongly recommend Qovernment take over stocks
unsold on June twenty-fourth on basis prices ruling in London
prior receipt in London of Government notice. Also recommend
extend limits basis May eleventh prices to August fifteenth to
allow tapners time dispose of stocks at tanneries. Further
recommend Governmeut declare promptly limits in force after
Angust fifteen to induce tannera make purchases raw hides
otherwise output will suffer. Telegraph Government instructions
regarding issue of shipping licences stock and cost certificates,”

The action taken by the members of the Madras Chamber is
based on three telegrams received from correspondents in London,
With a few exceptions, these telegrams, or similar ones, were
received by the European firms of Madras interested in the
trade ;-—

1, Despatched from London June 24th, Received Madrss,
June 26th. * Make no purchases over prices ruling during week
ending May 11th. Competitors cabling same instructions,”

2, Despatched from London Juue 80th. Received Madrag
July lst. * Government take at Madras May 6th to 11th pricea;
all goods purchased prior to June 24th unsold also all goods ready
for shipments up to July 16th on this basis continue buying ship-

ping in regulsr way.”

~y
(=%
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& Values of Madras Tanned Kips as Usually Packed in Original Bales.
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ST - The above prices represent the London buyers ooat freight and insur.
@ ance Invoices, and.are compiled in the same  manner as the .rates em-
g bodied in the Chamber's lsmr to the Government of India, dated the
G 8th July, 1916, ‘ :
A (83,) T, E. Wm.m:,
1 10th July, 1918 Aczmgm .
Mo |™ EEEE’: Eii: :§§§ __ﬁ_g Copy. of telegram from the Governmeut of Indm. Department - at .
gcé-é i v oG wopn  Gron Commerce and Industry, Simls, dated the 10th July, 1916,
Qh é ot et gt ot D -t ot D vt oty ¢ ot Your telegram fifth Ju'y to Wheat Commissioner m h&v&
é‘ﬁ y KU1 EEEYD) CREED X-I-X-2mmiN asked local authorities to ascertain: stocks phréhased b; m June ‘
EseT 4 mHmT BB wava  vnon add are addremng Sécretary of Btate. 'We hopatose eoumwd-
) - - D t—— i uesnons a8 8000 a8 War OEce expsrt mmvu. : ‘ o
< ngq o .
Eipd wovt mRRT RARM mRal o, e
o 33; From Messrs. Gordop, Woodroﬁd and Co.,. Dondpn to the Ohamber
£ g8zl .8 2.2 $:.8 £.8 of Commerce, Madras, dated thé 19th Julgy 1816 i
R ) N : i
E :Lg e - Tmporters, sugmxttsdhyour telégrams to W::“ Contm&s Bspnt- ’
8 3 r) ] t tin tsirvilnnesstodxscussde Al
21, PR gRRR 4R BR iy gg ment intimatiog ¢ o
4 Eﬁééésaﬁéis SEdfsenEige S 11_Gordon. Woodrofi & Co, zendw.
2R REY s =1 “a:ig Mg T’o*hs Smmmr, Gnmn or Bo
g1 ¢4 |5 2 °© ° © - Madras. . o
5| 88 |37 - ” - xg,q-we confirm, sse‘czte, ; ,,‘u&;wb"
S - - B - gs this* eekssparsdpmés Lot
g 7§'§§: % - - - - ~On recsipt. of your two! messag .cfbwh
A ° o - ‘hand ou the Sth'and 10th imem, mwﬁval
g o“ P & & 5 $0 all inhsrested pames, sud wé anderstdnd!
g 34 i o " before 'a me stern held oy Eon&py »’So fut' :
3 éé 2 - - * make' out the hamber's: e
3149 |3 - ~ ol mutwess mﬂnf,;g*w*ﬁy :"i; ““W‘“‘ﬁ"’-
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Government have iatimated their intention of controlling
the hides business and purchasing from merchants on au £ o. b.
basis. Invoices, however, are to be made out at the f. 0. b. price
for the hides, with actual freight charges added. To comply
with these instructions from Government, it will be necessary for
shippers to prepay the freight on this side in order to settle the
aceounts direct with Government. The alternative to this would
be for Government to requisition space on the various Liners
leaving the question of the amount of freight to be paid to be
sottled by the War Department and the steamship companies in
London. If the former wmethod is adopted, the Government will,
T understand, allow freight to be prepaid in Madras by shippers
and permit shippers to draw the 10 per cent. rebate from the
shippiug companies as usual.

1 shall be obliged if you will kindly coosult with the other
steamship companies and advise me whether you agree to the
prepayment of freight on all shipments of tanned hides shipped on
account of Government,

I have, etc,,
GorboN FRASER,
Chairman,
Copy of the above sent to Messrs. Best and Co., Ld., aad Biuny
and Co., Ld, Madras. L

< Chamber of Comunerce, Madras, 20th July, 1916,

To A. C. McWarrers, Esq, LCS,
c/o the Collector of Sea Customs,

Madras,

S1r,—I have the pleasure to enclose herewith copies'of the
minutes of the special meetings held on the 17th, 18th and 19th
instant, to discuss with yoar good-self and Mr, Henderson the
terms and conditions on which Government propose to take over
control of the hides trade of Madras,

The Chamber would like to place on record its views on the
subject, a8, whilst agreeing with you on many points, it is the
opinion of the members that you have not given sufficient consi-
deration to the difficulties and hardships likely to be experienced
by tanners under the arrangements you have laid down especiall
as regards the scale of prices. ’ y

As regards goods purchased subsequent to the 2
ready for shipment on the 17th July, I un del_stand%tllxm{unshand
cabling the Home Government recommending that the pg/icesa.re
given by the Chamber of Commerce in their letter addressed o as
dated the 8th July be accepted. you
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Although the members of the Chamber are not fully in accerd
with all the terms and conditions of the Memorandum of Procedure
laid down, you may rely on every assistance being given you by
the firms interested to work these rules successfully,

The most important questions in the opinion of the Chamber
are the level of prices, and the periods for which these prices are
in force. The first range of prices’has been fixed for the period
from the 17th July to the 15th September, and prices reduced by
1d. per Ib, all round for the second period of two months ending
the 15th November. In the first place, the prices fixed by you
are, in the opinion of members of the Chamber, on too low a level,
and it is impossible for tanners to conform to same without loss,

The primary object'of the control now exereised by Govern-
ment is, I understand, to increase the output of suitable, and
reduce the output of unsuitable, qualities, the secondary object
being to restrict prices within reasonable limits,

In fizing the prices for the two periods in’ question it is the
opinion of members that sufficient consideration has not been given
to the present difficulties experienced by tanuers. The raw hides
now on their way to, and going through, the tanneries Lave been
purchased at high prices, and considerable time must elapse before
the tanned leather is placed on the market. The cost of all
tenning materials, especially bark, has increased enormously
during the past three or four months, and a margin for tauning
which would bave been sufficient five or six months ago is quite
inadequate with expenses as at present. I understand that the
enhanced price of bark is alone responsible for an increase in the
cost of tanning of approximately 2 annas per lb.

The policy now adopted by Government will, in the opinion of
the Chamber, result eventually in lower prices as it will probably
be possible for tanners to purchase their raw pelts at a reduction
on the rates ruling during the past few months, This reduction,”
however, is not likely to come into force at once, and strong opposi-
tion will be made to the reduction by sellers of raw pelts upcountry.
To bring about the reduction in prices of raw pelts it will be aeces-
sary for buyers to hold out and refrain from buying and by this
means compel sellers to reduce their rates. If Government can
afford to lose this valuable time then the policy now adopted may

rove successful, but the Chamber understands, as mentioned above,
that large supplies of suitable leather are urgently required

If this is the case, then Government should be prepared to pay
prices on the basis of the 6th to the 11th May rates, until two.to
three months after the reduction in the values of raw pelts, by
which time the tanners would be in a position to supply . the
finished articles*t correspondingly cheaper rates. L
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Any period under four months would, in the opinion of - the
Chainber, be too short a time to allow, - .

‘The members of the Chamber are of opinion that Go;vernment

The Chamber is of opinion that sufficient consideration has
not been given to the possibility of the feeling arising amongst
Indian tanners that they are not being fairly treated by Govern-

ment, and if this should gain ground it may seriously affect the- would have attained the ends in view more satisfactorily had they
production. It must be remembered that the upcountry tanners taken the trade into their confidence.and mutually agreed on
are ot as well informed as merchants in Madras,aud Government’s. fired prices at home. The prices would have been reflected in
intentions, although well uoderstood in Madras itself, may be " the Market on this side, and an -automatic:decline-in -valifes .
seriously misr:pz;eaented u%)country.. An impression may arise " vould have resnited. - o ‘ e
upcountry that Government propose to commandeer supplies at ' ' view of the bigh prices now ruling for tanning bark ind,
low prlces,bam_i thlfs Wouldl M;:lopsly lnterfere with the output, ofherlza:::ing.materiaﬁ I?wduld suggest ghnt Governgent make
Should the uy;ngo rls:w ple ts e-mterfered'wnl_l even temporarily, -enquiries regarding suppliés and do all in their power to . assiat
it might result in the closing of tanmeries in which cage the * tanners by increasing supplies and regulating the prices, L g

labour would drift off to agricultural work ang ; o ‘ ¥
elapse before it could be collected again, . months might . T would suggest also that G0ver%ment prohibit the export of |

all"slfop tanning materials as are used by the Indian tanners, .

It is reported that the tauning industry, both as’ vegards the
supplies of raw pelts and tdnning material from upcountry, and
also the :delivery of the tanned article in Madras, is: seriously

- handicapped by_the shortage of railway wagoys and the con-

Generally speaking, the policy as put forward by Go
now is to bring about a drastic reduction in prices, azd th‘i': "il:ln :lx:;
opinion of the Chamber, will result in & reduced output, an;i by so
#loing, defeat the primary object Government have in view,

The Chamber would respeetfull eat . .  gestio -gn the. Riilways, In;‘this respect: Glovernment could no
Government would be better attainédyb;utgr%atingh:ltxetlz:n::'::c; oaf ' 3:31:'&2& steps to desitt the fantiets, - S 3
liberal basis for the first three months, deferring the reduction of ' 1n placing fully ‘béfbké*i%'ih@ii%:s'off e’
prices until after that period. The advantages of this method in no antagonistic spirit, but With & ¥igW o e¥ia
would be that the Indian tannets would be well satisfied with tbe. shoronghly to understand the. difficulties
action taken by_ Government, confidence would be inspired, and this. the members of the Chamber, ara like
would result in ivcreased activity at all the tanneries, The action of Government, Ob . behalf
Goyernment would by _that‘ time have control of the business in. Chamber I can assuré Government
their hande, and after liberal treatment at the outset they would " in endeavouring to obtain the n

have won the co-operation of the tanners and" there w ' :
little difficulty in bringing about the necessary reductio(:::di: he:.io‘;e reasonable prices.
at a later. date, without at. the same time affecting the 015; uts‘

Ample notice, however, would have to be given regardin pth.

reduction for the subsequent three mouths, g the

p . . e overnment . L R g e
consider this notice t0o long, committing them as it would for s; | P.S:Binge writing the abo
months shead, then the Chamber would suggest that at 1o time ik 3o o g

- should prices _be fixed for a leas period than four months ahead " Sest ""'é»-‘gt,jiﬁo’as‘v has' baor
The prices might be fixed now for the three months ending th; ' 15eh! 7" M that fﬁ’f

16th October, and the proposed reduction in rices { bl
months ending the 15th Decamber motified jmiap A the two - of 1d.
before th:ai 153{ Autghustl ggvgmment wight then fix the prices for = SR R0
the period endiug the 15th January, and so on, but C il ' 7 heid on the VTth:
would deprecate reductions lupﬁmb’eiﬁg made at Bho?t:r?:;:;?l: <SWWM§ held on the 1184

i
Tat
&

betk of the: Ohdinbér of Commerod

e PO wphioll. tnedting of the: mikimbe
than two monthbs, Iu.this way there would always be a clear four 4 jjo the tarined hides trade. was held .on the 17th Jualy th mees
.m@ths for th:h :a;‘:?e ':o %zﬁl::ne their pelts, tan them, and 4%&@ au‘,\,m.%‘ﬁﬁewggﬁam sp-the uengg r&"@??‘,‘i;
place them on the 1 an sufticient time for shippers to £ stieny takidy aver codtrol of the thuned hidewsxpart Srade Bt Madrds,”

7+ Alter” consi la discussion 1t was seranged that various firmg .
i intetested shonld §bmil tb'Mr. Hendersot the following matemerits ‘x_n‘a .

make their purchases in the bazaar, and assort ang
‘and have them ready to be taken 0;93' by Governakin e the goods,
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{1) A statement showing actual sales, with prices, of parcel
tanned hides sold during the period, the 11th Me?v to the 2‘11,{10»0.1113;
givirg the following particulars :— o

Date of Sale, Cluse, Quautity, Assortment, Weight, Diice o i
T.ondon, Pesition of Steamer, ' ' Bty Dhice e 1. .

(2) Statewment of hides baled and ready for shipment 1
17th July, y pment on the

(3) Statement of loose bides in godown ready for baling. .

Mr. McWatters handed to the firms interested a Memorandumn
of Pl:ocedure for.ﬁrms at Madras giving particulars of the terms and
conditions on which Geverpment propose to centrol the business.

A second special meeting was arranged for 12-30 p,M. next day to
discuss tbe Memorapdum aiter the fiims hed had sn opportunity of
studyipg its conditions.

At the special meeting of the members of the Chamber of Commer
interested in the tanned hides tiade held on the 18:h instant to di: Sﬁiﬁ
forther with Mr. McWatters and Mr, Hendercon the question uf
Government taking over control of the Madras hides trade -~

The various parsgraphs of the Memorandum of the Procedure of
firms at Medras were discussed. : ,

Mr, MeWatters statcd that Government propose to take over the
hides at shipping weights, less 1 per,cent.

The gnestion of War Risk Insurance was referred to, and it was loft
over for decision later whether the war risk would be ioscred by Gov
ernment or whether the varicus firms wounld have to attend to this
themselves. It was suggested that iL would simplify the b\lsiue~§ {f
Government were Lo take out covzr for the War Rick Tusurance on each
steamer.

The question as to whether the freight shculd be prepaid in
or in London was discnssed, The general opinien favguvgd the g/isg;u‘
ment of freight in Mndras, provided the shipping companies wbuld
agree to this.

As regards the 10 per cent. rebate on freight, it was suggested to
Mr. McWatters that the present system should not be intertered with
but that shippers should be sllowed to draw the 10 per cent. rebnté
from the shipping companies as usual. The return to the shipper would
be duly considered by Government when fixing the f, 0. b, prices,

The measurement of bales was also referred to, and it was pointed
oub that firms under the conditions suggested by Government obrained
no benefit by the possession of up-to-date packing presses, The freight
being paid by Government made it immaterial to shippers whether the
bales were tightly pressed or not. This point was submitted to the
copsideration of Mr. McWatters as in view of the outlay of capital
members thought that such firms as had presses were justified in expect-
ing to derive benefit from same.

In the Memorandum Government propose to take ov

hides as weigh 6 lbs. and over, orjn the cace of Banga?o::g‘zz“{gs s:sg
over, Members were of opinion that it would be impossible to Work on
these lines, as merchants could not afford to take the risk of stockin

the light hides, for which there might be no market. 1 is impossibl%
to puichase without & certain percentage of light hides and 8 market
must bz found for these, or the stockisg and financing of the same be
audertaken by Govermnent,
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The ,curriers on the Home side presumably know what class
of kip is most suitable for them. to buy in order. to sapply the
requirements of Government, but from indications we lisve received
go far it is to be left to one man here to décide what they are to
got, with the result that available supplies .will. be considerably;
contracted. T TS R T

- R . JE Rl ¢
“To take only one instance, 1 argiied that some kips.of five
and’ six pounds average are equally if not more suitable. for boots
than mwany of heavier weight. This wae: conceded: with the
reservation: that it was necessary to drawthe -line sciewhers.
The. result will.-be that the curriers will be uuable. to - obtain
certain very suitable kips ewing to this hard and: fasb ruling.

By long association with the tanmers many of us bave
obtained considerable influence ‘over them and im normal times
they come, to us for adviee. regarding their operations.. .Jn the
present extraordinary circumatances, sn appeal to their patriotism
would, I am convinced, bring forth their whole.hgkrted efforts to
assist Government, and, if ‘any particular class. of Hides i& rerudred’
I hiave no doubt that we could by degrees induce them to. increass
thaic-output of such bides. -~ T T P

i

\

i
il
s

" In the present very thesttled ‘state of affairs I must admit
that althaigh my ‘sdvice' lins béen ‘sought, Iam' tnable to con-.
scientiously give an opinion, Surely sfter all: the. years masy'of ts
have ‘beon, ‘Winected with the trade: we' arb id%a bettér popitioft'
to -control it than thoss who have hatl ‘previoisly no ekpériehce.

\ 4 cB.
whatever of local condltibhe” i

It Gavetntment will linge the rlole affir to Madrs shippers
I am eonvinged that  better,seeglts will be_obtained than if outside
infinenoe is employed: "+ v pF vl

i f
P

 To 6rder that no time‘m?ﬁm;ﬁ& oatlsﬂggentithata eeting of
those interested be called forthw Bt

ith to iscuss thib ratter

¥

4“1

e
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 \Offen of. Wheat Commianionssi Madras, 14th Ayist; 191,
T THE MAbmaw Fimms, v 000
. GiiNTLEMRN, 1 append for your information the text of two
8 recived from the . Sectetary of  State for. India on the
of the 'L ifh Wiay priod of tanaed eo¥ hides :— -
Dated 5th August -—" Madtan thoned Likles, Wer Offion -
"Obhmiber of | Commerce, Madras,” ueimhto_;,%’!' 11th May
RS s

i T



98 TANNED GOAT SKWINS.

prices, but say that since different importers ship different qualities
under the same marks, it may be necessary in case of kips alu';ivin:
during the next few weeks for approved consignees, to determin:
price separately for each mark for each firm. Thig will be done
by inspection of bales in Londou......... Proposal that Wayr ()m].('
should buy all weights from 3 lbs, upwards at prieces mo (:, e
still under cousidaration......... v nonea i

' (2) Duted 12th August :—* My telegram, datea 5ih August
in addition to the 11th May prices suggested by Chamber of ¢ ™
merce, Madras, and accepted by War Office that departmentmm_
proposes the following (all pence per pound) —Good Bap aln‘():v
standard assortment 2114, Ditto Fourths 17!, Prime Blmgr. 1M.H
standard assortment 24, Ditto Fourths 20, Cocii’nadas Fourtl&ﬁlo‘;es
Ditto Heavies 204, Bellaries Fourths 21, Ditto Heavies 3| ‘Sp 4,
Hyderabad Fourths 21, Ditto Heavies 21, Mixed anq; ,F ethe
184, Dangalore, ete., Kx Heavies 20 lbs, to 25 lbs: .‘,'ourths
assortment 16}.” T standard

[ have, ete,,

A. €. McWaTTERS,

Wheat Conmiissioner for Indig.

0. R. No. 53457 of 1916.

Madras, 144, Adugust, 1916,

Copy for information to the Secret: )
Commerce, Madras. "y tothe Chamber of

A C MeWarTers,
Wheat Condmissioner Jov Indiq

TANNED GOAT SKINS.:

Custom House, Madras, 31st Cetober
b

My DEAR SIMSON,~—With reference to o

N ur ¢ : .
morning I enclose a note on the War Office requir:(;x?ev:::at;o? this
goat skins. I‘ shall be much obliged if you will kindi qi ‘dr']ned
S“{"k]ff i‘l‘l‘d %t;a‘“b‘i:s'and to any one else interested i, ;hioswtr]atdto
and inaly let me have any suggestions which wi e,
this matter. will help to settle

1916.

Yours, ete,,
Q. N, B“‘VER-
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~ [ENCLOSURE,]

Secretary of State wires :—

Begins ** War Office state that further enguiry shows that term
prime as understood in Tndia would not apply to skins of descrip-
tions and weights in question.” Ends,

(1) War Office require

(@) 198,000 ... Roughs
(&) 90,000 ... Primes ... Civil Trade
¢ (e) 113,000 ... do, ... Frauce

(@) 80,000 ... (Itisnotstated ... Euglish Army
whether these are to purposes
be primes or roughs
hut quality must be
firsts and secouds 11
0 20 lbs. per dozen.)
(2) Can this be arranged ? i
(3) Will it be possible to pack the English Army requirements
separately so that all bales of average weight 11-20 lbs. per dozen
should contain only skins betweeo those weights,

(4) As regards 1(d). If the 80,000 skins required by the Eoglish
Army includes roughd as well as primes I should Jike to know approxi.
mately what percentage of heavy primes, semi-primes and roughs of
weights 11-20 Ibs, per dezen of first and second quality are likely te be

obtainabile
first) under ordinary circumstances and
(second) under special arrangements with tanneries.

Further it would be interestiug to have the opinion of the Skins
Sub-Committee of the Madras Chamber of Commerce as to the best
practical methods of obtaiaing the War OUffice requirewents. :

1 hbve, ete.,
(Sd.) G. N, Bowker

Chmlnber of Conumerce, Madras, 4th November, 1916.

To THE Corngctur oF CusToMs,
Madras,

Sir,—The subject matter of your letter, dated the 31at October,
addressed to Mr. Simson has been considered by the Skins and
Hides Sub-Committee of the Chamber, and the opinion of the
Chamber. is that until the War Office indicate exactly what is
meant by the word * prime” no very definite information can be
given. . ’

If the War Office requife 80,000 prime skins, firsts and
seconds weighing between 11 and 20 lbs. per dozen -monthly, they
are unobtainable at present either in Madras or in London, The
estimated percentage of skins of the weight and grade required in
parcels of prime tannages is 3 per ceat.



100 EXPORT OF TANNED GOAT AND SHEEP SKINS.

1If the War Office will use skins of medium tannages, all the
skins they require could be purchased in the public sales in
London. The estimated percentage of skins of the required
weight and grade in medium tannages is 20 per cent.

In the opinion of the Sub.Committee the cheapest and
quickest method of filling requirements is to purchase in the

London public sales, as the quantities offered are far more than *

necessary for all War Office requirements,

I have, etc.,
T, E. WeLsy,
Acting Secretary.

EXPORT OF TANNED GOAT AND SHEEP SKINS,

Custom House, Madras, Q;h Seplember, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
' Madras.

Sir,—1I have the honour to forward ’herewit‘h & copy of Press

communiqué, dated the 2nd September, 1916, from the Gove

of India on the subject of the export of t’anned sheep a;?gz::
skins, and to request that you will be good enough to circulage it
among the members interested. , _

I have, ete,,
' * G N. Bowzg,
Assistant Collector of Customs,

{ENCLOSURE.] ]
~ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
TEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY,
Simia, the 2nd September, 1016,
PREsS COMMUNIQUE. °* |
o e, JRE SR o Tl ceor of e s
Rassia, Italy, British possessions and British Etotectorate:l' Toanee

will, however, be permitted under licence. Furt
had of the Collector of Custome,

Export

er Particalars may be ‘
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The South Indsan Bxport Co,, Ltd., Madras, 27th September, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF CoOMMERCE,
Madras. o
Sir,—1I enclose berewith a copy of a letter received by me

from Mr. Bower in connection with the export of tanned goat
gkins. This letter was placed before the Chamber at the meeting

"on Monday last, and I am sending you a copy for the purpose-of

records,

K ' . T have, etc,

o 'R. 8, F. 8mson, -
\(‘; e 9\ j «y ':’{’___. Managing Ditector.

N l7 . |ENCLOSURE.]
‘ - Custom Howse,’ Madras, 25th. Sepiember, 1916,
My DEaR BimsoN,—I have juay received the followhsg' teélegram
from the Governient of India :— T T
- feGeoretary of State mow intimates that total ‘re% irements goat -
skind are 200,000 rough and 290,000 prime tanned, and that of: degter
80,000'required for War Office must be first asd second quality welght 11 -
t020 1be. to dozen. Licences forother destinations shonld be"granted
acdovdingly, - War Office further anggest you shonld atranﬁ"for skips to
be plioked so, that all bales of avérege welght 11 Ibe, 1620 Tbs. per dozen
should contain only skias between those weights. . Pleasé arrange’and -
report, efe.” R I SO S
" f foresee considerable ‘diﬂi?“nltiu in Workiny thése distinctions -and
sball be much obliged 1f yot witl discuss chie latost development-with the
other Members of the Sub:Camniltive of the Chamber of Coainerch and’
let me know:how we cau work ‘the War Office’s’ requirements most
satisfactorily. ‘ ’ : o SR

[

' Yoars, e,
(84,)'G. N, Bowmm

C'hamber”’f‘)f &6@ h Waa, 2’}th .S‘eptembar,léw
' To THE AssisnANr CoLiiorbe oF Custous, L
"§18,—I beg to ‘enclose coppe R ™ esgam despatched by this

Governmge-of JudisrEaparignt of Commmerse

' ned goat akins,

E ¢ .

i
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 27th Septenzbe;', 1816,

To THE SECRETARY, COMMERCE aND INDUSTRY,
Sunda,

Str,—~1I have the honour to confirm the following telegram
despatehed to you on the 26th instant on the subject of export of
goat skins :— '

“ Referring to your telegram to Collector of Customs, Madras,
regarding export of tanned goat ski.ns. 80,000 firsts seconds
quality 11 to 20 pounds per dozen prime tannages unobtainable,
Think there must be some misunderstanding regarding defini-
tion prime, Weights named only obtainable commoner tannages
conaisting of all grades usually sold America unsaleable in London.
Purchase of first and second qualities separately impossible.
Consider ouly practicable scheme that Government buy in Madras,
Suggest delegate McWatters consult Madras Chamber before
taking further action definite early decision cssential otherwiss
considerable reduction in quantities tanned will result,” )

1 have, ete,,
T, E. WeLgy,
Acting Seeretary,

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 12th October, 1916,

To TaE SECRETARY, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY,
Simla.

Six,—1I bave the honour to confirm the telegram despatched
by this Chamber on the subject of the export of tanned sheep and
goat skins requesting the permission of the Government to ship
in satisfaction of existing contracts and urging the Government to
decide their future policy immediately.

¢ Referring to telegram from Madras Chamber of Commerce, -

dated the 26th September, Collector of Customs, Madras, will not
permit shipment of goat skins to America without further instruc.
tions from you, Unless permission to ship skins arriving from
tanneries is given congestion very serious large lock up of capital,
Freight space limited, Stocks ready for shipment estimated six
lakhs skins mostly unsaleable London, Further large supplies ex-
pected shortly. Shipmeats to London September considerably
above wverage. Consxd‘er_ most 1mportant Government should
permit shipment of existing contracts and decide immediately on
future policy.”
I have, ete,,

T. E. Wewsy,
deting Seeretar y
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Chamber of *‘Comnerce, Madras, 12th October, 1916.

To tug CoLLEcTOR OF SEA CusToMms,
Madras,

S1g,—T beg to enclose copy of a telegram despatched by this
Chamber on the 11th instant to the Government of India, Depart-
ment of Commerce and Industry, on the subject of the export of
tanned goat and sheep skins requesting the permission of the
Government to. ship in satisfaction of existing contracts, and urging’
the Government to decide their future policy immediately.

1 have, ete,,
T. E. WrLny,
Acting Secretary.

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
DEPARTMENT oF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY,.
Delhi, the 14th December, 1916.
’ Prrss COMMUNIQUE.

With reference to the Press communiqué, issued on the 2nd
September, 1916, it is now notified for information that it has been
found necessary to prohibit the export of all tanned goat and
sheep skins to destinations other than the United Kingdom. Firms
having already entered into contracts for sale of skins to the des-
tinations now prohibited should at once furnish the Collector of
Customs with a list of such_commitments, w1bh.all necessary parti-
culars to enable the Goveinment to consider each case on

its merits. . .

© Custom House, Mudras, 15th December, 1916.
To ALL SHIPPERS oF TANNED SKIns, )

Sigs,—I have the honour to inform you that a notification
is being issued prohibiting the export of tanued " skins to all
destinations except the United Kingdom, aqd under the instruc.
tions by Government to request that you will be g?cd enough to
inform me before the 21st December of the-quantity of tanned
skins (both eheep and goat) w'hlcl} you have at this date sold
but mot yet shipped to destinations other than the United

ingdom.
Kingd I have, etc,,

P. EccLEs,
Officiating Collsctor of Customs,
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 18th January, 1917.

To TaE CoLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS,
Madras.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. R. O, C,
4931.16, dated the 15th December, 1916, addressed to all shippers
of tanned skins on the subject of the prohibition of export of
tanned skins to all destinations except the United Kingdom. In
reply, I beg to say that [ have circularisgd your letter &mong the
members of the Chamber, and doubtless you will have heard from
some of them the total quantity of tanned skins (both sheep and
goat) sold but not shipped to destinations other than the United
Kingdom, .

I have, etc,
T. E. Weesy,

Acting Secretary.

Custom House, Madras, 2nd February, 1917,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sir,—I have the honour to refer to my letter R. O, C,
No. 4931 of 1916, dated the 15th December last, and to inform
you that licences will be granted for the shipment of taune
skins to British possessions up to normal quantities, ‘

I have, ete.,
G. N. Bowgg,
Assistant, Collector of Customs.

e e Shmmml

RAW AND TANNED COW HIDES.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, Tth December, 1915,

To tHE SECRETARY, CoMMERCE AND INDUSTRY,
Delhi.

Sir,—I1 have the homour to confirm the followin
which the Chamber despatched on the 3rd instant .—

A
“ Referring to_correspondence between members of this

g telegram

Chamber and the Director of Industries, Madras, regarding the.

embargo on the export of tanned hides, also letter from S;
to Sir William Clark, dated the 11th August, Madras Chambe ?’,ﬁ;‘;‘;
that an eacly decision be taken ia this matter for the relief of
Madras leather industry.” . |

. therefore, impossible to expand the cnrryiag
Jeast ,at short notice. In Eangland, the de
‘are .removing more and more skilled. labour, with the effect: that

_ eurriers simply cannot handle the leather: that ia offered them

-~ from Madras, : '

RAW AND TANNED COW HIDES. 10§

A A

At a recent meeting of the Chamber the embargo on the
export of tanned hides to countries other than Great Britain,
more especially the United States of America, was discussed,
and it was unanimously resolved to place the views of the
Chamber on the subject before Goverminent and to urge that:
the removal of the embargo be considersd by them at a very
early date. :

The Ghamber desires to draw the attention of Government to
the importance of the leather industry to Madras, very large
amonants of capital (both Indian and European) being invested in
it and many thousands of Indians being dependent:upon'it. The
Chamber also desires to draw the particular atténtion of Govers-
ment to the fact that, for all practical purposes, half finished
hide leather, as tanned in Madres, is .raw material quite as mach
as dry hides sbipped from Calcutta, as in both cases the hides

. have to be treated in & factory before being put to ordinary uses.

Permission to ship dry hides from Caloutta is+ freely . given,
subject to the hides being shipped under licence or to. approved
firms, and the Chamber ventures to suggest that the same regula-
tions might be applied with equally good results to the shipment:
of tanned hides from Madras.. - : i

- Of Iate, while the price of raw hides jn Northern India has
steadily risen, the price of tanmed hides in Madrss hae. steadily-
fallen, in spite of the fact that the War Office in England His béen
making anxious enquiries as to’ how the supply of curried Eust
Indis tanned hides can be increased,. I o

~ {(The ‘Chamber mhy'h'er’e explain that after s Madeas half--
tapned hide has been treated to. various faishing processes in-
Pngland the hide is termed-* curried.t) " - e -

It will be obvions that if the manket value of the tanned
hides ia falling, Indian tanners cannot possibly afford to buy raw
bides for tanning when the price ‘of the raw hides has risen to a
point approximating in sothe casea the price of the tanned article ; -
the position means ruin to the tadner if it continues for very long,
The situation has -been - brought ~about by the fact that currying
leather is work involving the use of skilled labour, while the outlet
of varions trades for differént qnalities and weighte of the fiished .
loather. is alto, necespary. India doea: not produce the réguired
lsbour non offer the matket for the finished leather, aud it is,

. ‘trade. ip Indla, at

mands of the war

-
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The raw hide trade from other parts of India is unaffected
largely because American buyers are permitted to import hide;
from India under licence, and seeing that there is a demand from
America for Madras half-tanned hides, this Chamber urges that the
Government of India should assist the leather trade of Madras by
removing the embargo on the export of tanned hides and so permit
the surplus production of leather, which cannot be absorbed by
English curriers, to be disposed of elsewhere,

In putting forward this suggestion the Chamber has not lost
sight of the fact that leather must not reach enemy countries, and
it would heartily agree to any restrictions in the form of lice’nces
or in any other form, that Government might see fit to impose’
but the Chamber begs to point out that the identical leathex:
produced in Madras can be produced from a raw hide shipped
from India and properly treated in America, so that the embargo
on tanned hides cannot, in the opinion of the Chamber, effect
any valuable assistance to the successful prosecution of the war,

1 have, etc,,
GoRrpON FRASER,
Chairman,

Revenue Secretariat, Fort St. George, the 13th December, 1915

To tHg CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.
S1r,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your lett
dated the 7th December, 1915, on the subject of It)he viich:hiw:{

of the embargo on the export of tanned hides to America and
%o state that the matter is receiving attention,

I have, ete,,
C. S. ANANTARAMA Iveg,

for Chief Secretary,

TELEGRAMS,

From the Secretary, Madras Chamber of Commeree, dated th
December, 1915 ; to the Secretary, Governme’nt of In d?f?)n:
partment of Commerce and Industry, Delhi, !

Reference Press communiqué issued 20th instant prohi-
biting export raw cow hides under 8 pounds. Chamber would be
much obliged further particulars if available,
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From the Secretary, Government of India, Department of Commerce
and Industry, Delhi, dated the 25th December, 1915 ; to the
Chamber of Commerce, Madras.

Your telegram twenty-second. Light hides, FPlease refer to
Collector of Customs, ‘

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,
SEPARATE REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
. 0. No. Press 1, Sep. Rev., dated the 3rd January, 1916,

I‘lEAD the following paper :— i
Again . 0. No, 633 Sep. Rev., dated the 11th September, 1915.

From the Government of India, Department of Commerce and
Industry, Press Communiqué, dated the 20th December, 1915,

OBRDER :—
Communicated to the Chambers of Commerce,
(True Extract.)
A, BUTTERWORTH,
Chief Secretary.

Forwarded to the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras,
{By Order.)
V. SexHARA MENoON,
Regrstrar.

ittt

[ENCLOSURE ]
GOVERi‘IMENT OF INDIA.
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY.
Delhi-. the 20tk December, 1915,

PrEss COMMUNIQUE,

It is notified for %eneral information that the Government of India
have decided to prohibit the export from British India of raw cow hides,
drysalted or arsenjoated, weigbing less tham 8 Ibs. a piece, to all
destinations other than the United Kingdom and British possessions
and protectorates. .

Commitments entered into before the 19th December, 1915, will be
respected as far as possible, unless they are already barred by the
existing prohibition against export of raw hides contained in this
Department Notification No. 14381-W., dated the 4th September, 1915,
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Licences will be granted for the export to Italy of hides of the kind
now ahout to be piohibited, provided that such exports are certified to
be on account of the Italisn Government, Arrangements are being
made for the creation of au agency to furnish such certificates. Until
such agency has been created, licences will be granted for export to
Ttaly at the discretion of Collectors of Custéms,

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
SEPARATE REVENUE DEPARTMENT,
G. 0. No. Press 11, dated the 5th January, 1916,

READ the following papers :—

G. 0., No. 633, Separate Revenue, dated the 11th September, 1915,
G O. No. 1, Separate Revenue, dated the 3rd January, 1916,

Notification from the Government of India, Department of
' Commerce and Industry, No. 1028-W, (Customs), dated the 19th
December, 1915,

ORDER :—

Communicated to the Chambers of Commerce llll continunation

of G. O, No. 1, Separate Revenue, dated the 3rd January, 1916,

with the request that-the mercantile community may be mformed
of the contents of the notification.

(True Extract,y
A. BurTERwoRrTH,
Chief Secretary to Qovernment,

Forwarded to the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, Madras

(By Order.)
V. SzkmaRA MeNow,
o Begistrar.
 MENCLOSURE.] -

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY,
© Delhi, the 19th Decembor, 1915,
NOTIFICATION, ‘
(Customa, )

in exercire of the lpowen conferred by Seetion 19 of the Sea

Coeboms Aect, 1878 (VII le‘ls), as amended by Act XiI
in partial modification of the Notifieation ym this B:plgrlttx e.:t?
No. 14381.W,, dated the 4th September, 1915, the Govertior.General : in

etk
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Council is pleated to prohibit the axpurt fvom Britich India of raw cow
hides, drysalted or arsenicated, of wexghh less thap 8 Ibs, & piece to all
destinations other than the United Kingdomand British poseessions
and proteotorates, with effeot from thl 2nd January, 1916.

_ C. E, Low,
Secratary to the dowmmont of India,

amnm——————

GOVERNMENT .OF MADRAR.
SEPARATE REVENUE DEPARTMENT,

@. 0., Mis. No, 28 “Sep. Rev., dated the 11tk thmry, 1918,

REap the following papers :—
G¢.0, M, No. 1253 ﬂdmtmal. dated W 20&h Novamber 4215

From thé Chamber .of Commerce, Madras, dated the 7t.h

.December,l915. e e e ‘ 

‘m}-—- o o e N
1 4

With reference to hnp letter dn.ted the 7th Deoember 1916
the Ch::rman Chamber of Oomm:aroo, Madras, is informed tint the
Guvethment have already - -addressed "the ‘Goverhment of India in
the matter of the thhdmwal «o he' 'prohxbltt(m*'of theexporb of

hides. -
tmﬂl ‘lBl‘ ‘ (Tme Emm.) ey il . Y
e, mnwonm, Nt
Clmf &mmy ta OOucmmma
C’umm Hmw& Madras,’ m Fabmry, ms
"l‘o THE] Szom.mz, Wﬂom:m S
M Ml. Sy C

sn --I have the hononr Q& in%rm you that the Gow\vnment

ndia have ordersd mwith 8 ibition on the
o tt ;t n:; dow hides of weig'h"%\ 8 ’ga;n 8 ﬁ)a. 'S p;éte imposed .
o thelr Notifieskion :du :thy Oaiiertd' *Department,
No. 1098-W,, dated the 19tk Daceigber, 1916, thaf, hafate licenoes
are granted ‘for: alitpments-of b 4 nvate conaignees in nentral
oungties the shipper ghould - Aeihnt:qn to.

hide unde ‘hrlﬁ'mmgmm%mcl ided in the.
or m n in
the w‘“ fask ﬂoreq:xeqtn;onw pmuue*tkpw o Bha 'membm

T

',1& OMW C’ustcm
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Custom House, Madras, 21st December, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,

Madras.

Sir,—With reference to the Press communigud .
ment of India, dated the 24th ultimo stating tl({at x(x)cf ltit:n(t}::: 351
be granted after the 31st current for the export of cow hides of 6
1bs, to 18 lbs, weight arscnicated and 9 1lhs, to 24 lbs, weight dry-
salted to any destination other than the United Kingdom anyd
Allied countries, I have the honour to request that you will be
good enough to circulate this letter among the members interested
with the request that they will inform me direct at g very early
date of their stocks of raw hides of the weights referred to, that ari
on their hands on the lst January and not intended, for the
United Kingdom and Allied countries, together with details of cost
price and dates of purchase,

I have, etc.,
o G. N. Bowkg,
for Officiating Collector of Customs,

[ENCLOSURE.}
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY,
Delhi, the 24th November, 1916,
PrESS COMMUNIQUE.

The Government of India have decided that it wi :
to grant licences after the 3lst of December nex!:w lfgrngg:)eeXp‘Lﬂrstlbh;
gow hllt??istOf 6 to 18t’lps. w%ightharsenicnbed and 9 to 24 lbs pweigl?r,
rysalted to any countries other than the United Kj : ]
countries. ed Kingdom and Allied

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
FINANCIAL, SEPARATE REVENUE DEPARTMENT,
@. 0. No. 1092, dated the 23nd December, 1916,

Reap the following paper :—

Press communiqué” from the Government of Tng;
ment of Commerce and Industry, dated 15th Decembgslissﬁ;egaft'

With reference to the Press communiqué issued
e . on 9
November it is notified for general information that nOtlll?centzh
will be issued after the 31st December, for the export of wet alt eg
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cow hides of 12 to 36 lbs. weight to any countries other than the
United Kingdom and British possessions and Allied countries,

ORDER :—
Communicated to the Chamber of Commerce,

(True Extract.)
L, E. KERSHAW,
for Chief Secretary,

e ittt

GOV;ERNMENT OF INDIA.
DePARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY.
Delki, the 25th December, 1916, A
PrEss COMMUNIQUE,

With reference to previous Press communiqués on the subject,
it is now notified for information that it has been.fougd necessary
to prohibit. the export of hides (raw) to all dgs.tmatxons save the
United Kingdom, British possessions and Bgmsh protectorates,
After the 31st December, 1916, no licences will be issued, except
in the case of shipments destined for Allied countries, for export of
the following classes of cow hides, vz, :

() 4 to 18 lbs, weight, arsenicated ;
() 7 to 24 Ibs, weight, drysalted ;'and
(#1%) 12 to 36 lbs, weigh, wetasalted,

As regards all other hides, licences will be granted by the
Collectors of Customs at the ports concerned subject to the existing
conditions,

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 24tk January, 1917,

- To tE CoLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS, ,
Madras.

Sre,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 391.16,
dated the 21st December, 1316, requesting the members of the
Chamber interested in raw hides to let you F.ow their stocks
of cow hides of 6 to 18 lbs. weight arsenicated and ?lbs. to
94 Tbs. weight drysalted on the lst Janunary, 1917, ot intended -
for export to the United Kingdom and Allied countries, together
with detsils of cost price and date of purchase. In reply, I beg
to. state that 1 have: circulated your letter to the members of
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the Chamber interested in the skin and hides business, and you
will no doubt hear from some of them giving you their stocks

with details of price.
I have, etc.,

T. E, WeLzy,
Acting Secretary.

se—

Custom House, Madras, 2nd February, 1917,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.

A

Sir,—I have the honour to state that the War Office intimate
that the bulk of raw cow hides to be exported will probably be
requived for the United Kingdom, and that therefote exporters
should be warned that it will be necessary to restrict exports to
Allied countries, including Italy, I request that you will be good
enough to circulate this letter among the members interested, with
the request that they will advise me immediately of any intended
shipments to destinations outside the United Kingdom.

-1 bave, ete,,
G. N. Bowzg,
Assistant Collector of Customs,

LIGHT KIPS.

Custom House, Madras, 27tk October, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY, Cmmmé oF CoMMERCE,
Madras. .

Str,—1 have the honour to append below a copy of telegram

_ yeceived from the Government of India on the subject of the
expors of light kips and to request that you will be good enough
to circulate it among the members interested. ‘

1 bave, ete,,

& N, Bowzs,
Officiating Coliector of Customs,
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[ENCLosuni.]

Copy of telegram from the Government of India, Department of Com-
merce and Industry, Simla, dated the 24th October, 1916, to the
Collector of Customs, Madras,

¢1033"—~W—2 Kips for Italy. ~Secretary of State wires
Begins, War Office state that the agreement hitherto in force under
which light kips must first be offered to International Commission is
now abandoned. Endes. Present prohibition on export being retained
but licenses can be issued subject to restrictions in force for other
classes of hides, Please inform all likely to be interested.”

RAW HIDES.

Custom House, Madras, 13tk July, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sir,~—I have the aonour to forward herewith a copy of letter
No. 4408, dated the 13th June, 1916, from the Government of .
India, Department of Commerce and Industry, received through
the Goverpment of Madras and to request that you will be good
enough to let me know the opinion of your Chamber on the subject
by the end of the current month. As the subject is one in which I
believe' the Madras Presidency is not greatly interestad, I hope it
will be possible for you to let me have your reply by the end of
the current month, :

I have, ete,,
C. W. E, Corroy,

Collector of Customs,

[ENCLOSURE. ]

Copy of letter No. 4408, dated the 13th June, 1916, from the Under-

cretary to the Government of India, Department of Commerce and
Indastry, to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Revenn
Department. .

I am directed - to address you on the sunbject of the Indian export
trade in raw hides, which has been engaging the attention of the Gov-
ernment of Indfa, :

2, As gou are aware, for several years before the war this lnera-
tive ‘trade had passed, at any rate so far as Calcatta is coucerned,
almost entirely into German hands. Oa this side firms consisting of
Germans, or of naturalised persons of German origin and with German
trade connections, had formed an effective ring, and, although one or
two English and other firms had on occasions attempted to enter the
trade, they had been unable to break the ring, and had practically in

15
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all cases abandoned the attempt, In the case of an India i
would appear that before the w’:r 4 determined and partially ::cig:s'hl,t;
attempt at boycott was carried out by the German ring of hide export-
ers. On the other eide the raw bides found no appreciable market in
the United Kingdom and were exported to Germauy in considerable
quantiti¢s. The Government of India have had under consideration
the possibility of breaking, or at any rate weakening, this monopoly
Eoquiries were made through the Director-General of Commumreinl
Intelligence and Local Governments, with the results which will be seen
in th A

1, Letter from the Director-General of letter.e ‘;‘;cl::g‘:fg t": this
Commercial Intelligence to the Commercial from thege that m[:pe&r
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, j; g h although
No 40%5. dated the 22nd October, 1915, and that littf:m};a 1& n;;%{eed
ures. s ing,
ang.lml..emser from the Commercial Intelli- B0 be done in the direc;ign
ence Branch of the Board of Trade to the of interesting Eoglish tan-
f)ireobor-Genernl of Commercial Intelli- Deries in the trade during
gence, No. 53375, dated the 16th November, tbetcpntinuance of the war,

1915. . certain suggestioos

3. Letter from_the Director.General of been madeg% the ﬁrh n:svi:
Commercial Intelligence, to the Commercial the United Kingdom oon.
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, yited by the "Board. of

" 4811, dated the 21st December, 1915. .
Ng. 4Le£te‘:' from the Commercial Intelli. Trade as to the steps which

hould be tak imul-

ranch of the Board of Trade tothe * . aken to stimul

gix:-ggtg'-Geneml of Commercial Intelli. 8te direct trade in raw

gence, No. 1464, dated the 26th January, hides with the United

1916, and enclosures. Kingdom and other coun-

- . : tries, after the war. The

Government of India think that these suggestions might usefully be
considered at this stage.

3, Kt will be seen that it is stated in the correspondence f

by the Board of Trade vthat the British tacner is tili)oroughly :;Z::S?g
bis business and can turn out finished products quite equal to those
produced by the Germau tanner and that the majority of the firms
consulted are of opinion that a large business could be done with the
United Kingdom after the war, if the raw hides could ba obtained by
eliminabingr German influence at the source of supply, i.e., in this
country. The specific suggestions put forward for the development of
the direct trade in raw hides with the United Kingdom are (a) that the
export of these hides should only be allowed to such British firms as are
free from the control of any ring, and would sell the "hides by public
auotion, and (b) thav the Indian carrying trade should be reserved for
British vessels and that an export tax should bs imposed on shipments
to enemy countries. The practicability of these suggestions which is
ip any case doubtfal, depends (@) on the extent to which the United
Kingdom_are prepared to go after the war in discriminating against
firms in that country with German trade connectioas, (b) on the fiseal
licy which may be adopted by the Empire in general, and India in
particular, after the war : and need hardly be considered at the present
atage. Meesrs. Ward and Co., Ltd., of Worcester, make a further pro.
Dosal relating to 80 aspect of the question to which the Government of
India attach great importance, that, should it not be found possible to
divert the raw hides trade wholly from the German firms, it might be
ossible to give sach encouragement to firms owned by Indians, who
deal in raw produce, that they would enlarge their sphere of operations
and endeavour t0 trade direct with both English and American firms.
They explain that English firms are somewhat shy of dealing direct
with Indian owned firma on account of the uncertainty of their financial
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standinﬁ, sod suggest that probably some scheme can be devised by
which this can be obviated. They propose that a list of trustworth
firms should be circulated to the various buyers both in the Unibex
Kiogdom and in America.

4, Ithas also beep suggested in this connection that it would be
desirable to induce some of the more important firms of British deales
to send agents to this country to purchase hides here on behalf of their
principals and that the agenc shon!ld take his seat in an Indian Office
and ocarry on bueiness there. The chief advantage of this scheme is
sald to be that the agent would know exactly what his principals require,
and would at the same time learn details of Indian business methode
from the firm to which he was accredited, while the producers in this
conntry would be gradually educated in the requirements of the United
Kingdom. It has further been suggested that anassociation should be
formed consisting of Todian firms interested in the export of raw hides,
and that this Association should be relied upon to exclude German
influence aod to maintain direct relations with the principal interesta
at Home centred in the Leather Trades Federation, An obvioua sug-

estion which has naturally not been put forward by the English tanning
ﬁrma consulted, is, whether the extent to which hides are at present
tanned in this conntry cannot be materially increased. This suggestion
will 1o doabt fall within the scope of the enqairies of the Industrial
Commission which will shortly be appointed, and I am to ask that the
question may be examined aud vhe views of the Government of Madras
placed before the Commisston.

6. The ultimate solution of the gqueetion under consideration musat,
it is clear, depend to-a large extent on the fiscal policy of Great Britain
and India after the war. liis elwli desirable, however, that the
export trade should be, as far as possible, in the hands of British and
Indian firme, and that the German monopoly should be broken ; and the
Government of Iodia would be glad to be favoured with the views of
the Government of Madras as to how this end ean best be achieved, and
also on the other suggestions mentioned above or put forward in the
annexures to this letter. ‘

6. Tam to say that it is proposed in this Department to coneider
in turn other export trades in which German influence has been hitherto
considerable with a view to its ultimate replacement.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 8th Auguat, 1916.

To TRE"CoLLECTOR oF CuUsSTOMS,
Madras.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. R,0.C.
943516 of the 13th July, 1916, and in reply beg to say that the
Chamber does not agree with your suggestion that the Meadras
Presidency -is not greatly interested in the export of raw hides,
At present, we are not directly interested, but we are very consider-
ably interested indirectly ifi that any change in local conditions in
Caloutta which will enable Madras tanners to purchase a better
class of hide than hitherto, will greatly benefit the local tanning
industry, and help to expand the export of Indian leather,
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1t is perhaps desirable to indicate as concisel i

o . . as po
conditions which we_ believe to have brought ab};ut Eh:mb::s:l;:
position of the raw hides trade. P

In the past, at one time, the great distributi ‘
Indian raw hides was London where %he hid(il:str\lnlr,;zmglng:ﬁtreso{)c{
by public auction, Gradually the German tanners, being assisg:ed b
thelr. Government, ousted the British tanners, and developed t}hy
tanning of these hides, producing therefrom Chrome-tanne% u :
leather suitable for the boot and shoe trade. Eventually the ce ptp 0!1?
market for the raw hides was shifted to Hambuxyg, a.ndll tli?e
g;azzix}mwf::ns in Calcutta began to obtain complete control of the

Turning to the finished leather trade i
high tariff, German" tanners purchased Cal,cl?agerr:l:vehpid“:sec:;zn Oé
them on an enormous scale and aided by export bounties ’ fa.v;1 N
able rail and steamer freights, dumped huge quantities ’of u er
leather on the English market at prices which completel bp 5:1'
trade away from Eoglish tanners. plelely eub Hhe

By these means the trade in raw hide

) : 8 passed al i
into German bhands, and in recent years whet?ever Enlzﬁ:; imzlry
have endeavoured to purchase Calcutta hides on any scale th:
price has promptly been raised against them by the German rii]g

3. The above was approximatel ;.
: 1 y the posit

broke out, and the chief consideration now is hI:)w cl;,):: thwh:x;d war

Calcutta be taken out of German hands, ¢ trade in

4. Tn the first place nothing effectual -
English tanners are prepared to uség India:ara:ral‘nlidgs done unless

5, If we assume that English t i :
believe that a number will whegn' thesil:n:;zrkv;ﬂ;lziorgns’ (gﬂd we
Government control) then, in the second place, unless eased from
fiscal policy is adopted by the various Allied o a sultiable
measures could, in our opinion, be of lasting use Th?s_no ocal
pised in the letter from the Government of India, 1818 recog-

6. Assuming, therefore, that a suitabl
upon this Chamber is of the opinion that e fiscal

(a) such legislation should be adopted as w
again being the central distributing mgrket for z,lll}drgl::uiq Loundon
that public auctions there again to be encouraged ; ides, and
b

(6) an export-duty Dbe imposed on al . .

from either Indi_a or Englq.n.d to Eountries otlhel;&:;al:dt%s B]gll?l?ed
Empire, with suitable provisions for allowing a prefer, t'el nl:m-h
to such countriesas impose an export-duty similar to ential rebate
preventing re-export ; our own, thus

policy is decided
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(c) Germans should be prohibited from entering the raw
hides trade until such time as the fiscal policy has been settled.

7. The enclosures mentioned in the Government of India's
letter were not sent with the letter from the Collector of Sea
Customs, so the information collected is not available for our
consideration, but this Chamber believes that the British tanner
can produce leather equal in quality to that produced anywhere
outside Great Britain. The Chamber is also of the opinion that it
might be desirable partially to attain the object mentioned in.
para 6, Clause (a) by reserving the carrying trade for British

_vessels, always provided that due provision is taken to prevent the

formation of British shipping rings.

8, The Chamber strongly deprecates any action by Covern-
ment in the way of giving special assistance to Indian-firms as
opposed to British firms, . Any such action could only produce
artificial conditions which would eventually injure the trade; No
difficulty has been experienced hitherto by English tanners wishing
te buy Calcutta hides or desiring to send a representative to
Caloutta to buy for them, but they could not afford to pay the
price which the Germans could and did pay.

9. The Chamber does mot think that an association of

Indian firms is practicable, while the desired end could be attained
by arranging for the hides to be sold by public auction in London.

10. Dealing with the enquiry as to whether the production
of leather in this country can be increased, the fact that the export
of such leather has largely increased during the last two years is
evidence that, under favourable conditions, & contioued increase

can be looked for. .
- I have, etc.,

GorpoN FRABER,
Chariman.

SKINS AND HIDES TRADE..
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Custom House, Madras, 22nd December, 1915.

To THE SEORETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.

8ir,—I should be greatly obliged if you would inform all
members of the Chamber who are intereated in hides and skins
that the Secretary of State has agreed that the exports of raw
hides and skins to the United States of America may now be
permitted at the discre;stion of the Government of India in excess
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of the normal, and I am directed to invite suggestions as to the
additional allotments under either bhead for the remainder of
the present official year, which should be made to Madras. As
the shipments of skins from India (all ports) have already exceeded
the normals by 50 per cent., it is not probable that many more of
these will be allowed to go. I should be glad to receive a reply
before the end of the first week of January if possible.

1 have, etc.,
C. W. E. Cotron,
Collector of Customs.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 10th January, 1916.

To trE CoLLECTOR oF CUSTOMS,
Madras,

Str,— With reference to your letter No. R.0.C. 428715, dated
the 220d December, 1015, at a meeting of members of this Chamber
concerned in the hide and skin trade it was resolved that you
_ should be requested to suggest to the Government of India that a
fair basis upon which to allow further shipments of raw skins up
to the 1st April, 1916, would be for Government to permit the ship.
ment of the same quantity of raw skins which have been shipped
between the 1lst Janmary and the 1st April taking an average of
the last three years. This Chamber feels that this suggestion is
worthy of special consideration in that there is no export of raw
hides from Madras, and the whole trade centres in raw skins,

Further, relative to any permission that may be given to ship
raw skins between the 18t January and the 1st April, it is suggested
that a record of actual contracts be kept and that permission to
ship be granted on the basis of such contracts.

The Chamber would also like to know if the Government of
India have kept statistics referring to raw hides and raw skins
entirely separate, a8 the two articles are entirely distinct and are put
to entirely different uses, As Madras is only intereated in raw
skins, any amalgamation of the figures concerning the two articles

would be very prejudicial to our interests.

1 beg also to refer to the Government of India Press com.
munsqué, dated the 20th December, 1915, regarding the export of
raw cow hides weighing less than 8 1bs. This Chamber telegraph.
ed to the Department of Commerce and Industry at Delhi on the

29nd December last on the subject and has been referred to you,

It is not clear to this Chamber why the weight of 8 Jbs, has boen
selocted and as dryealted hides, welsalted hides, or. arsenicated
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hides, would each produce differnt weights of leather, if the
Government of India can afford any further insight as to the
reason of this order or the object which is to be achieved by it
the Chamber will be obliged.
: I have, ete.,
GorboN FRrAsER,
Chairman.,

\ Custom House, Madras, 81st January, 1916,

" To ax CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
. Madras., ‘ '
Sir,—With reference to your letter, dated the 10th instant, on

" - the subject of the further export of raw skins to America, I have

the honour to inform you that the Government of India have
sanctioned an additional allotment of 24 lakhs of raw skins from
Madras for the United States of America and to requést that you
will be good enough to circulate this letter to the wmiembers
interested. A : o

~ T have, ete.,

G, N. Boweg, -
for Collector of Custama,

Custom Housc; Madyas, lat_February,fl’{Blﬁ‘.
To tRe CHAIEMAN, CHAMBER o ComMEROF, '~
Madras, ;
~ S1r,~In continuation of my letter No. R.0.C. 2485.15; dated .
the 31st ultimo, regarding farther exports of raw skins to America,
1 have the honour to inforin you that the additional allotment of
2} lakhs of raw skins from Madras to the United States of America
sanctioned by the Goverament of India 'is for she current year
endiog the 81st March next. e
s I have; ete,,
G. §. Bowsg,
for Collector of Customs.
Custom House, Madrha, l'Hh
T0 THE SRCRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
‘ Madras. ‘ S b ’
Str,—I have the horour to refer you to this office etter C. R, -
No. 872 of 16, dated the 25th February last, and t§'réquest that

you will be good enongh to - circulate this letter amohg the me.
bers of your Chamber interested with the request that they :ﬁ .

May, l‘\“:}hl‘ﬁ. ‘
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inform me if possible by the lst proximo of the approximate
amount of raw skins aud hides which they would, in the absence
of any restrictions, ship to the United States of America during
the tbres months ending September, 1916, to enable me to address
the Government of India in time to obtain orders with regard to
any excess over the mormal which the total applications may

disclose, )
I have, ctc.,

G. N. Dowker,
Officiating Collector of Customs.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 23rd May, 1916,

To tHE CoLLECTOR OF CusTOMS,
Madras,

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. R.O.C.
879216, dated the 17th instant, requesting the members of the
Chamber interested in the export of raw skins and hides to
inform you of the approximate quantity of the raw skins and
hides which they would, in the absence of any restrictions, ship
to the United States of America during the three months ending

September, 1916. I have circulated it to the members of the -

Chamber, and those interested will, no doubt, communicate with
you direct, ]
I have, ete,,

T. B, Werny,
Acting Secretary.

Custom Iouse, Madras, 18t% August, 19186,
To Tik SrcrETARY, CHAMBER or COMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir,—I have the honour to refer youto this office letter R,
0. C. No. 872 of 16, dated the 17th May, 1916, and to request that
you will be good enough to circulate this letter among the mem.
bers of your Chamber interested with the request that they will
inform me if possible by the lst proximo of the approximate
amount of raw skins and hides which they would, in the absence of
any restrictions, ship to the United States of Awerica during the
three months ending December, 1916, to enable me to address the
Government of Indiain time to obtain orders with regard to any
excess over the normal which the total applications may disclose,

I have, ete,,
C. W. £, Corrox,
Collector of Customs,
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Custom House, Madras, 20tk November, 1916;

To THE SECRETARY, CRAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Str,—I have the honour to refer you to this office letter
R. O. C, No, 391 of 16, dated the 18th August |ast, and to request
that you will be good enough to circulate this letter among the
members interested with the request that they will inform me if
possible by the 1lst proximo of the approximate amount of raw

- gkins and hides which they wohld, in the absence of any restric-

tions, ship to the United States of America, during the three
months ending March, 1917, to enable me to address the Govern-
ment of India in time to obtain orders with regard to any excess
over the normal which the total applications may disclose.

. I have, etc,,
) ~ P. Eccrzs, »
Officiating Collector of Customs,

_Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 30th November, 1916.

* To THE CoLLECTOR oF CUSTOMS,
‘ Madras, :

S1r,—1I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. R. O, C,
391-16, dated the 20th November, 1916, requesting the members "
of the Chamber interested in the export of raw skius and hides
to informr you of the approximate quantity of raw skins and
hides which they weuld, in the absence of any restrietions, ship to
the United States of America during the three months ending
March, 1917. In reply I have to inform you that I have circulated
your letter to the members of the Chamber interested in the akins
and hides trade and those will, no doubt, communicate with you
direct. : T
- I have, ete,, .

. T. E. WELBY,

deting Secretary,

ovpuansmniiteiv—

LIST OF TANNERS DEALING WITH HIDES,

Office of Wheat Commissioner, Madras, 12th December, 1916,

Dear FrASER,—I am anxious to get at an early date a list (ag
complete as possible) of tanners who are dealing with hides, Coulq
you get the Hides Sub-Committee to prepare me a list. T attech

16
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[omitted] a list of some of the larger tanners which may help as
a basis to work upon. I should like the list classified so far as
possible into (a) hide tanners only, (b) those principally tanning
hides, but also skins, (c) those largely tanning skins,

Yours, etc,, :
, : " A. C. McWATTERS,

. ﬂ[adras, 6tk January, 1917,

DeaR McWATTERS,—Yours of the 12th December;, 1916.
I enclose [omitted] herewith the list of tanners who are dealing
with hides, prepared by the Skius and Hides Sub-Committee of
. the Chamber, which, I trust, will be of assistance to you.

- The list enclosed in your letter is also returned.

Yours, ete.
GorpoX Fraser.

SKINS AND HIDES.

Chambers & Co., Madras, 23rd December, 1915.‘

' To rtae SECRETARY, CHAMIER oF COMMERCE,
Madras,

Str,—We have just received the circular giving copy of letter
from the Collector of Customs of yesterday’s date, In reply there-
to we would respectfully suggest that Government be requested to
permit the average normal shipments of raw skins from Madras

for the next three months, L
. We are, etc.,

Cnaspers & Co. -

Custom House, Madras, 23rd December,-19‘15.

« To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF CoOMMERCE,
‘ Madras.

Sir,—I have the honour to iaform you that, under direction by
the Government of India, the existing commitments of raw hides
and skins for shipment before the 1st of January, 1916, will be
permitted providel they are consigned to the firms on the

. approved lists seot with this office letters ending with No. R. O, C.-

4987-15, dated the 7th December, 1915.

SKINS AND HIDES. R %]

2. In supersession of the lists of approved firms hitherto
sent, I forward herewith a list of firms in the United Siates of
America to whom if raw hides and skins are shipped from the lst
January next no Consular guarantee is required before shipment,
only the usnal bonds for production of proof of arrivalat destina-
tion being required., It should, however, be understood that the
Government of India reserve power to strike out or add names to
this list, The consignments should ‘be sent only to New York,
Boston, Philadelphia or San Francisco, and the bills of lading
should be addressed to the Consuls-General concerned for account
of the real consignees, ) :

3. Any applications to ship existing commitments to firms
not on the list herewith forwarded or on the supplementary lists
which may be sent later are required o be referred to the Govern:
ment of India for orders.

4. Trequest you to communicate the substance of this letter
to all shippers interested asking them at the same time to let me
have as soon as possible their lists of existing commitments for
shipment after the 1st January, 1916, to firms not on the list
enclosed and supplementary lists to enable me to refer to the Gov-
ernment of India, The probable dates of shipment of such con-.
signments should also be stated.

' I have,. ete,, .-
G. N. Boweg, -

for Collector of Customs,

Custom House, Madras, 8th January, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sir,—In continuation of this office letter R, O, C. No. 2435,
15, dated the 30th ultimo, I have the honour to forward herewith
a supplementary list of firms in the United States of America to.
whom if raw hides and skins are shipped no Consular guarantee
is required before shipment. ' -

2, 1 would at the same time request you to read * Beng. N.
Moore and Sons Company ” and “ Meyer Hecht and Co,, New
York 7 for *“N. Moore and Sons Company” and “ Meyer Hecht

" Go Company” in the list of approved firms forwarded with my

letter R, O, C. No. 2435-15, dated the 23rd December, 1915,
* 1 have, etc.,
C. W. E. Corroy,
Collector of Customs.
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SHIPMENTS OF GOAT SKINS FROM MADRAS.

Messrs. Little and Co., Bombay, 21st June, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CulamBer OF COMMERCE,
" Madras.

Sir,—We send to you acopy of u letfer which we bave
received from QGovernment through the Collector of Customs,
Bombay, with reference to shipments of goat skins from Madras.

Our instructions from the Textile Alliance are to assist ship-
pers in every possible way, and we accordingly draw your attention
to the facilities for shipment afforded by the Alliance.

Messrs. Fraser and Ross, the Madras representatives, have
been fully instructed as to dealing with applications and will give
you or to shippers any further information that you may desire on
the subject. ‘ .

Shippers here inform us that shipment under the Textile
Alliance Scheme is easier and more convenient than shipment to
British Consuls under the Government arrangement particularly in
avoiding the Bonds and Guarantees which have to be given to the
Collector of Customs here under that arrangement,

I have, etc.,
LrrrLe aND Co.,
Solicttors,

[ENCLOSURE. }

Custom House, Bombay, 20th June, 1916,
To Mgessrs, LiTTLE & Co,,

Bombay.
GENTLEMEN,—I have the benour to refer to your letter No, 6394-16,

dated the 31st May, on the subject of the shipment of hai i
Madras under the 'i‘extile Alliance Scheme, d aired ekins from

2, I referred the matter tothe Government of India o i
me that the Collector of Cugtoms, Madras, was instruacted tow :l(l)ovlvn:?l?;
ment of dry salted goat ekins on which there is little hair consigned to
the British Consul if they are beivg exported for the leather ; if,however
a shipper wishes to export such skins under the Textile Allianc,e Regula-
sions there is nothing to prevent his doing so. 8

. 1 have, ete.,
~ (8d.) P, Eccres,
Officiating Collsctor of Custems.

. - e ————
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PROHIBITION OF THE EXPORT OF PARTIALLY TANNED
COW HIDES FROM BRITISH INDIA.

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
SEPARATE REVENUE DEPARTMENT.
G. 0. No. Press 621, dated the 28th July, 1916,

REeaD the following paper :— )

Frowm the Government of India, Department of Commerce and
Industry, Endorsement No. 6198-W-II, dated the 21st July, 1916.

ORrDER.—Communicated to the Chambers of Commerce, with
reference to G. O. No. 3090, Separate Revenue, dated the 28th
October, 1914. '

9.® The notification will be republished in the Fort St
Qeorge Qazette, '

(True Extract.) ‘
L. Davipson,
Acting Chief Secretary,

[ENCLOSURE.] .
Notification No. 5867-W-1L,, dated the 15th Jaly, 1918,
* No. 5867-W.IIL
Simla, the 15th July, 1916,
NOTIFICATION.
{Customs.) .
In exercise of the powers conferred by Section 8 of se Import and
Export of Goods Ordinance, 1916 (LV of 19186), and in modification of
Notification No. 25-W., dated the 17th October, 1314, the Governor-
General in Council is pleased to_prohibib the export of partially tanned -
cow hides otherwise known as East India tanned kips,

Provided nothing in this Notification shall apply to goods shipped
under licence granted by a Chief Customs Officer,
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DRY SALTED COW HIDES.

> Custom House, Madras, 12tk February, 1916.

My Des4r SimsoN,—I have received the following telegram
from the Government of India :—

+ No further licenses for export of dry salted cow hides under
eight pounds in weight to private consigoees in ILialy should be
-granted for the present. -~ Firms should be asked quantities in stock
on the 14th instant, that is excluding those for export of which
licenses have already beea granted and price.”

As this information shonld be telegraphed to the Government
of India on the 15th, 1 shall be very much obliged if you will
advise Bower as to the terms of the reply I should send to this
letter sometime on Monday, after consulting other members of the
Hides and 8kins Sub-Committee. Having had no application for
licenses to ship these light hides to Italy so far, may I assume
that stocks are nill -

I have, ete.,

C. W. E. Corron,

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 16th February, 1916.

To tHE COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS,
Madras.

Str,—With reference to your D. O.letter No. R. O. C. 381-16,
dated the 12th instant, addressed to Mr. R. 8. F. Simson, ou the
subject of the export of dry salted cow hides, the Hides and Skins
Sub-Committee of this Chamber is of the opinion that there are no
bides in stock in Madras for shipment to Italy.

I have, ete,,
GoRpON FRASER,
Chairman,

.

TANNING INDUSTRY.

.

Office of the Direstor of Industries, Madras,5th/6th December, 1316.

To Tar SECRETARY, CHAMBER, OF COMMERCE,
. Muadras.

Str,—I have the honour to forward herewith a copy of a letter
I have addressed to certain Madras -firms interested in the tanning

-in the matter,
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trade. I understand that the Chamber of Commerce has taﬁen up
the matter, and I should be grateful for an expression of their views

I have, etc.,
C. A. InnEs,
_ Director’ of Industries,

[ENCLOSURES.]

Copy of cireular G, Cur, No. 32, dated the 28th October, 1916, to Firms, ‘

Partly in connection with an enguiry which is now goin
the possibility of eliminating the Gel?nanyfrom the Indiaugexgoroft?‘;';g
in bides, and partly with reference to the approachiog visit of the
Industrial Commission, the question has been raized whether the extent
to which hides are at pre:ent tanned in this country cannot be materially
inerensed, and the Government of Madras have called upon me to
submit & report on the possibility of improving and developing the

tapnisg industry in this Presidency. They also desire to be put in . -

possession of the views of firms and gentlemen interested in the tanning
trade. -

2, I understand that you are interested in the subject, and I should
be gratefnl if you would be good enough to favour me with your views
as to the possibility of extending and improving the tanning industry in

~ the Madras Presidency.

3, In its origioal form, the question thus raised had reference
entirely to the tannage of hides for exgort from the Presidency, and in
this connection I nppend for your contidential information extm(;ts from
the report of a Committee of representatives of Indian end British
firms interested in the trade which sat 1ecently in London. Bat you will
observe that the terms of the reference from Guvernment are wider andb
cover also the question of the extension and improvement of the tannage
and finishing of leather for Indian use. ' - g

The extension of the tanning of the Lips in India.

A considerable quantity of the kips produced in Tudia
tanned there and the leather exportedphexlza. The Committegrgc?x}:?(?edxss,
that the [ndian tanning industry could be largely extended with advan-
tage to India and this country. Thetotal production of kips in India
is q.bout 11,000,000 annually ; of these about 3,000,000 are tanued in
India, and the remaining 8,000,000 have hitherto been exported as raw
hides. 1t s probable that an additional 2,000,000 kips at least could.be
tapned in India, making a total of 5,000,000 thus dealt with and leaving
about. 6,000,000 for export annuslly to be treated by British tapners
Much might be done through Government to encourage the extensiox;
and improvement of local tanning in Madras and Bombay. The Com-
witree also understands that certain British.firms alreacy establishe'd
in India would be willing to extend existing tanneries or to provide
additionsl tanneries in India, 1o vome extent the chrome process
would no doubt be adopted, kut as vegetable tanning wounld also continue
to be used the supply of certain Iudian vegetable tanning materials
would need to be augmented. At present the supply is insufficient and
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not organised, and this important problem would require to be solved.
It is one of great interest to India, and the Imperial Institute has for
some time given assistance to the Governmeut of India in this matter,
which now deserves increased attention.

The extension of the use of tanned Indian kips in the United Kingdom.

The Committee is of opinion that a greatly extended use could be
made of tanned Indian Kips in this country in the future, It has been
already stated that large quantities of these kips have been used since
the outbreak of war for making the uppers of army boots and have given
very satisfactory results. Fuller information on the subject can readily
be procured by the Committee. A particularly favourable opportunity,
therefore, presents itself at the present moment for securing a largely
increased use of tanned Indian kipsin the United Kingdom, as the quali-
ties of the leather are now fully appreciated by tanners and boot makers.
If Germany and other foreign countries were virtnally obliged to
purchase leather in the future instead of the raw hides, a good export
market would no doubt exist for any surplus leather produced here,

The necessity of securing for this country in the fature an adequate
supply of leather, especially for military, naval and other Government
purposes, has already been receiving consideration in other quarters, and
the Committee understands that a scheme has been suggested by which
the sapport of the British Government is proposed for this purpose so
that Biitish tanners may be able to secure from British sources all the
raw hides they need to produce the leather required. This scheme
would apparently involve the puichase, with Government asvistance,
of all the raw hides available in British countries, including those of
India, and if it.were approved and adcpted for some years after the
end of the war, such a scheme woald go a long way to secure the desired
object 8o far as the Indian trade is concerned, since it would no doubt
be stipulated by the Government that purchases in India should only
be made through approved British firms.

The quesation of the provision of adequate supplies of hides for use
by British tanners at the end of the war is of the greatest importance,
as there will be an enormous demand for hides by Germany and Austria
to replenish their depleted stocks. There ie, moreover, reason to
believe that supplies of raw Indian kips are alrendy being accumulated
in certain countries for use in Germany after the war.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 8th January, 1917,
To THE DIRECTOR oF INDUSTRIES,
Madras,

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter
Cur, 32, dated the 5th December, 1916,[;orwar(5iing copy of aNl(:,;tt(gl:
addressed by you to the firms interested in the tanning trade on
the possibility of improving the tanning industr
Germans from the Indian export trade in hides,
to inform you that the Chamber is of opinion that after the war
the demand for vegetable tanned kips will not be very greatly in
excess of the demand prior to the war. The reason for this is that
the civilian demand is largely for semi-chrome or full chrome

y and eliminating
In reply I have
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leather though there is always a certain demand for purely vege-
table tanned leather. For semi-chrome leather, vegetable tanned
kips such as are exported from Madras are suitable, but for full
chrome, raw hides are required. The demand from boot manufac-
turers for chrome or semi-chrome’leather depends.largely upon the
comparative price. To encourage vegetable tanning the Chamber
would suggest :—

(4) The Government assist in fully exploiting and cheapening

‘the numerous tanning materials available in this country. Nothing

much can be taught to the Indian tanner about tan_ning with tl.]e
materials he already uses, but there are many tanning agents in
Indix which are not at present used at all,

(b) That Government impose an export tax of not _Iess than 10
per cent. on all raw hides exported, giving a preferential rebate to
Great Britain and the Colonies of b per cent.

The Chamber, however, believes that even this export duty.
cannot force manufacturers to buy vegetahle tanned leath'er only.
The future lies very largely with the chrome system of tanning and
if Government are prepared to foster and devglop this, the Cham-
ber thinks that the tanuning industry in India could be extended
almost indefinitely. Chrome tanuing is, however, quite unsqltable
for the ordinary India tannery and is only practicable if carried on
in factories equipped with adequate machinery and on a large scale,

I have, etc,,
GorboN FRASER,
Chatrman.

ADULTERATION IN THE CONSIGNMENT OF TANNED
COW-HIDES.

Office of Wheat Commassioner for Indéa, Bombay, 15th Nov., 1916,

To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMRER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sir,—I have the honour to invite your attention to the fact
that an increasing proportion of adulterated hides is being found
in the consignments of tanned cow-hides presented by shipping
firms in Madras for Government purchase. All' firms were warned
at the commencement of operations that no hxdes. bearing _traces
of adulteration would be accepted, and we have consistently rejected
all such hides which we have detecged. The _best chance, however,
of checking this objectionable practice, by which a lar%; amount of
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valuable leather is wasted, would be for the shipping firms to use
their influence with tanners to get the practice stamped out and
to refuse themselves in any circumstances to purchase adulterated
hides. I should be much obliged if you would cull the attention
of the shipping firms to this matter, which is viewed by Govern-

ment with considerable concern. ‘
I have, stc.,

A, C. McWATTERS,
Wheat Commissioner for India,

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 1at December, 1916,

To A, C. McWarTers, Esq, I.C.S.

Bombay.

Sir,—I have the bonour to acknowledge receipt of your
letter No. C. O. R. 1219, dated the 15th November, 1916, invitiog
the attention of the Chawber to the iacreasing proportion of
adulterated hides in the consignments of tanned cow hides
presented by shipping firms for Government purchase. In reply
I have the honour to inform you that the Chamber will be glad
to render you every possible assistance in checking the adulteraticn,

I have, etc.,
T. E. WrLsy,
dcting Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 3rd March, 1917.

To THE SECRETARY T0 GOVERNMENT, COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
K )
Delhz,

) Sir,—The Chamber begs to bring to your noti i

in adulteration of tanned cgw-hides. & As); rem((a);;:fl3 tnli:a;ll;:;enal?g
Lhat_nber would suggest that Government make a rule under
Section (O) of Act IV of 1915 relating to war compeélling all
tanners throughout India to stamp all hides tauned by gthem
with distinctive mark and/or number to be registered and approved
of by Government. The stamp should be of sufficient sizg to be
easily discernible, and should be placed on the grain side of each

hide in the centre beneath the shoulder.
I have, etc.,
T. E. Weiny,
Acting Secretary,
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. Department of Commerce and Industry, Delh, 17th March, 1917,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Madras.

Sir,—In ackcowledging the receipt of your letter of the 3rd
March, 1917, on the subject of the increase in adulteration of
tanned cow-hides I am to say that the matter is receiving the
consideration of the Goverament of India, ,

I have, ete.,
H, F. HoWARD,
Secretary to the Government of India.

No. 1347.C-W-D.

A copy of the correspondence is forwarded to the Wheat
Commissioner for India with reference to the correspondence
ending with his endorsement C.O.R. No, 801, dated the 10th
February, 1917, :

INCOME-TAX.

17, Avmenian Street, Madras, 14th September, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras. ‘

* Sxﬁ,-—With reference to the new Income-Tax Act, we write
to draw your attention to a matter that we think should be taken

up by the Chainber. ‘

Uuader Part 11 of the Second Schedule of the Indian Income.
Tax (Amendment) Act V of 1916, a company has to pay one anha
in the rupee on its net profits, but any shareholder, whose total
income is under Rs. 25,000 is entitled to a refund according to u
sliding scale, ' ‘

I.t would be reasonable to expect that the individual memﬁers :
of a firm similarly situated would be entitled to the same privilege,
but they are not. o

The income-tax suthorities point out that under Section
3.(» of the Income-Tax Act * ‘person’ includes a firm and =
Hitkdw undivided family ” and say that no concession such as that
givén to shareholders of companies has besn granted to partners

of firms,
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It is obvious that the above will cause cousiderable hardship
as there must be many junior partners in firms who will have to
pay at the rate of one anna in the rupee, although their incomes
are below Rs, 25,000,

The result is absolutely anomalous,

A company is a corporation, and yet the sharcholder is allow-
ed by the income tax his individual rights.

A partnership is not a corporation but a colleetion of indivi-
duals, and yet the partner loses his rights.

We have, etc,
Fraser aND Ross

Chlumber of Comamerce, Madras, 10th October, 1916.
To ToE CHIBF SECRETARY To GOVERNMENT,
Ootacamund,

Stg,—1 have the honour to request that the Goverament of
Madras will be goud enough to forward this representation, with
such cawment as they may think fit to wmake, to the Government
of India.

The attention of the Chamber has becn drawn to the hard.
ships inflicted on partners of firms, as compared with shareholders
in compaunies, under the new Income-Tax Act.

Under Part IT of the Second Schedule of the Indian Tncome-
Tax Amendment Act V of 1916, a company has to pay ouc anna
in the rupse on its net profits, but any shareholder, whose total
inconte is under Rs, 25,000, is entitled to a refund aceording to a
sliding scale.

_ It would be reasonable to expect that the individua) members
of a firm similarly situated wounld be entited to the same privilege,
but they are not. '

The income-tax authoritics poin® cut that under Section 3

(7) of the Income.Tax Act “* person’ includes a tirm and a Hindy

undivided family ” and say that no concession such as that, given

lizio sharcholders of companies has been granted to partners of
rms.

1t is obvious that t,l}e a}bove will cause considerable hardship,
a8 there must be many junior partners in firms who will have to

pay at the rate of one anna in the rupee, although their incomes
are much below Rs. 25,000. ¢
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i lous :(—
The result is absolutely anoma '
A company is & corporation, and yet the sharebolder is

allowed by the income-tax his individual rights. . o
A partnership is not a corporation put a collection of indivi
duals, and yet the partner loses his rights. '
I am to request that the Government will be pleased to con-

sider the desirability of removing this grievance.
I bave, etc.,

. CorpoN FRASER,
Chairman.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 10tk October, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Bowbay, '

Sir,—1I heg to enclose copy of a letter yihich thiSICha;mgber ha:?
addressed to the Government of I.n-dla, phrough the ocia‘u ovle:}-nh
ment, on the subject of a provision 1id the Incon?ie- .x:;, ;v hafe-
ioflicts hardships on partners .of_ﬁrms, as compared w1 Sbar:
holders in companics, and to invite your co-operaticn in § g

is grievance.
redress of this g 1 have, etc.,

T. E. WeLey,
Adcting Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Tuticorin, 13th October, 1316.

To mik SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COoMMERCE,
Madras.

Sip,—1I have to thank you for your letters, da.tgdfthe 23(1. am}
the 10th instant, and now beg to fOl"Wal‘d for the in ormaér 10‘1,1 o
your Chamber copy of this Chamber’s represent.a.asmox;1 to t.(t) erni
ment on the subject of differential treatment in tde ma.f er o
income-tax between partners of firms and sharehol eTs of com-

panies.

As for the question of
on Plant and Machinery,” I &
Chamber is willing to give every

“ Income-tax and Depreciation allowed
m directed to inform you that.this
support to any further repreaen;ai
i “hamber on this subject, an
i hich may be made by your Cham k '
:\l:xnt: réqucst {hat you will be good enough to inform me of any
further steps taken by you in the matter,
1 have, etc.,
(. ZELLWEGER,
Honorary Secretary,



134 INCOME-TAX.

{ENCLOSURE. ]

Chamber of Commeree, Tuticoren, 13th October, 1916,
‘T'o THE CHIEF SECRETARY Tg GOVERNMENT,
Qotacamund.

SIR,—1 bave the honour to inform you that this Chamber hss re-
ceived & copy of the representation, dated the 10th instant, which the
Maudras Chamber of Commerce has requested the Government of Madras
to forward to the Government of India, snd in which it was pointed out
that under the present Indian Income.Tax Act individual members of a
firm are denied certain privileges accorded to shareholders in companies,

As such a discrimivation would be distinctly upreasonable and
ubjust and appears to be more the result of an oversight, since it conld
never have been contemplated by the framers of the Act, this Chamber
would strongly urge that the Act or Regulations be so amended as to
remove what cannot be described otherwise than an anomaly,

I have, ete.,
{Sd.) G, ZELLWEGER,
Honorary Secretary,

Upper India Chamber of Conumerce, Cawnpore, 17th October, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF Commerce,
Madras,

Sir,~—1I beg to thank you for your letter of the 10th instant, with
which you forward copy of a letter addressed to the Government
of Tndia, on the subject of a provision in the income-tax which
inflicts hardship on partners of firms as compared with share.
holders in companies, and to gay that the matter is being considered
by my Committee,

-1 have, etc.,
J, G, Rvan,

Secretary.

Punjab Chamber of Commerce, Deihi, 1814 October, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Madras,

Sz, —I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
10th instant, with & copy of a letter forwarded to the Chief
Secretary to the Government of Madras, in connection with income.
tax and am to request that you will kindly favour this Chamber

with a copy of the Madras Government’s reply to your representa.
tion, when such is received, ‘

I have, etc,,
J. R. Dznnne,
Secretary,
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Chamber of Commerce, Karacki, 19th October, 1916, .

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras,

—1T beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 10th
inst.aftmc’ancllo:ingg a copy of a letter which your Chamber have
address'ed to the Government of Indxa.. through the Government. of
Madrae, on the subject of a provision in the Income-Tax Act; which
inflicts hardship on partners .of .ﬁ_rms, a8 compared'thb sharg.
bolders in companies, and inviting the co-operation of this
Chr.mber in seeking redress of this grievance,

i i ittee
In reply 1 am directed to inform you that my Commi
have ;ddrgsged the Government of India supporting your Cham.
ber’s representation,
I have, etc,

E. L. Rogers,
' Secretary.

Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 19th October, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras,

—In r to your letter, dated the 10th October, I am
direc?el;’ toI:;ye&lzc thz point that you raise in your representa:
tion to the Government of Madras has been already before the
Committee of this Chamber, In writing to the firm by whom it
was broufjht to their notice the Committee said :—

i i ' atter,

“The Committee of the Chamber:ha.ve considered t]{e matter,
and they believe that, under the English law, 8 partner in a firm_
can include his share of profit derived therefrom in a general state-
ment of claim which he may put forward for abatement of the tax

. paid. So far as they are aware there is nothing in the Iudian’

ibiting the adoption of this course ; and it seems to them
31?: sll’z:(;xh;bl;:ogadure mizht be correctly followed under Pt. IV of
the mew Act. You might perhaps be well advised to send in to
the Collector of Income-Tax a test statement of claim on these
lines. Should the claim be resisted the Home practice can be

brought forward in support of it.”
<

9. This being the position the Committee do not propose to
address the Government at the moment in support of your suggest-

ed amendment of the law., They think that it is desirable for

them in the first place to await the result of any action that may
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be taken in the way of presenting a test statement to the Collector
of Income-Tax on the lines proposed by them, .

I have, etc.,
H." M. Baywoop,
Secretary,

Financial Department, Fort St, George, 20th Oct., 1916:»

To THE CHAIRMAN, CAMBER oF COMMERCE,
‘ Madras.
S1r,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter,
dated tbe 10th October, 1916, on the subject of income-tax refunds
to partners of firms and to state that the matter will receive dne

consideration.
I have, etc.,

.R. H. CourTENAY,
for Chief Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, 20th October, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Siz,~-I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter,
dated the 10th instant, and its enclosure regarding the payment of
income-tax on partners’ share of firm’s profits, and to inform you in
‘reply that my Committee have addressed Goverament in support
of your representation, ‘ 3

T am toadd my Committee will be pleased if you will kindly
favour them with a copy of the reply from  the Madras Govern.

ment to your representation.
' . 1 have, etc.,

R. E. Grecor PEARSE,
Secretary,

» ——

Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, Colombo, 26th October, 1916,
To THE SECRETARY, CuaMBER oF COMMERCE,
: Madras.

SIR,——-With further reference to your letter of the 10th instant
on the subject of certain amendments it is desired should be made
in Indian Income-Tax Amendment Act, I am instructed by my
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Comumittee to state that as the Act in question does not obtain in

“Ceylon it is regretted that this Chamber is not in a position to

'

afford the desired support. :
. I have, etc.,

J. M. Smpson,
Secretary,

] .
. Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 98th October, 1916,

To Mzsses. Fraser & Ross,
. Madras,

Strs,—With reference to your letter of the 14th September,
1916, drawing the attention of the Chamber to the hardships
inflicted on partners of firms, as compared with. shareholders in
companies, under the new Income-Tax Act, I beg to inform you that
the Chamber has addressed the Government of India, through the
local Government, and has sought the co-operation of other
Chambers in' India in seeking redress to this grievance.

I enclose a copy of a letter received from the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce, Calcutta, informing us that they do not propose to
address the Government on the subject at the moment. and think
it desirable to await the result of any action which may be taken
in the way of presenting a test statement to the Collector of Income- .
Tax. Perhaps you would consider the desirability of instituting
a test case yourselves. : :
I have, etc.,

T. E. WxLny,
dcting Secretary.

*

Chamber of Commerce, Cochin, 28tk October, 19186,

To TnE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
: Madras,

Sir,—Your letter of the 10th instant, together with its en.
closure, were placed before members, at a meeting held last
morning, and I am directed to inform you that this Chamber
fully approves of the representations made by you on the subject
of the new Income-Tax Act, and is addressing Government, strongly
supporting your.Chamber.
) : I have, etc.,

S. O’M. DEANE,

Honorary Secretary.

18
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LANDING CHARGES,

Madras, 5th July, 1916,
To trE SecrrTARY, CHAMBER of CoMMERCE,

Madras.

Sir,—We, the undersigned landing contractors, beg to inform
you that on and after the 15th August next we have decided to
impose a surcharge of 25 per cent. on all rates for landing cargo
from and shipping cargo to steamers in the Madrus Hurho&.

We regret having to take this step which we have deferred as
long as possible,

Since the outbreak of war the number of ste
Madras have very considerably decreased, and the amount of cargo
handled by us has in consequence been rednced to an extent never
'contemplaned when the existing schednle of rates was compiled.
The cargo landed by us in 1915 was about half that Janded in pre-
war years which means, of course, that earnings have been reduced
by half. We would mention that though the auu/)unt“ of cargo
handled has been so greatly diminished, the contractors have hfd
to maintain the same staff of boatinen, beach clerks eLc as b;fn;(‘
as all are required when steamers are working. Ir; ,a(ldi‘t‘io‘n to the
" upkeep of the establishments there is also the maintenance of the

fleets of barges and lighters, All the craft have, f courée to be
kept in good repair, and the prices of everything r;eeded for repairs
1.e,, metals, timber paint, etc., have all been largely increased E)ince
the outbreak of war, Further, claims paid by us for sh ~t‘ )
etc., are also enhanced for the same reason, SHOTIRECS,

amers calling at

The s.urchar.ge would be in force uatj further notice as it s
of course, impossible to say how long after the war ) e

im ; it will be Lefore
imports and prices of material and labour .

; res .
proportions, sume their normal

s regards the present schedule of rates, there are several
items in it, which, our experience has proved, ne

: ed revisio
enclose a list of such, 0, and we

These alte[ations will &lso come int() f rce O
0
5 . n and fl‘()m the

We have, ete,,
BixNy & Co,, L.
GorpoN, Woobrorre & Co.
WiLsoN & Co.
Best & Co,, Lro.

v
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Best § Co. Ltd,. Hadras, 15th November, 1916,
To THE SFCRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Mudras,
Sin.——With reference to the letter, dated the Hth July, 1916,

° or of C by the landing contrac-
addressed to the Chamber of Comerce by (
;lorsr;?l\ladras, we have gone carelully through the List of Amend-
ments to the present Schedule of Landing Charges submitted by
the contractors, and we regret we cannot recommend the accept-

ance of same by the Chamber.

The enhanced rates asked are, in our opinion, excessive, and
C OR
in conjunction with the proposed surcharge of 256 per cent. would

i ¢ ding rates for piece-goods
be equivalent to an advance 1n tl.xe lan
a;de;}ams of 10-H0 per cent. and in the case of some of the other

items of 200 to 300 per cent.

sstion of 1 iti f a surcharge of
We accept the suggestion of the imposition of a

25 per cent. Iou the landing charges as per the L_andmg Schedule
of 1912, the surcharge to remain in force for a period of one year.

i their way to accept

If the Janding contractors capnot see
the above proposal, the undersigned \Ylll be glad to _meet the
1opresentatives of the contractors to discuss the question before
again bringing up the matter at the monthly meeting of the

Chamber. We have, ete.,

GoRrDON FRASER.
W. ALEXANDER,
Anrtaur J, LEBCH.

e

Chamber of Commeree, Mudras, 15th November, 1916,

To Mgssks. Best & Co., Lrp,, Binny & Co., Ltb,,
({ORDON, Woobrorre & Co., WiLsox & Co,,

Madras.

Strs,—With reference to the letter, dated the 5th July, 1916,
signed by you and other landing contractors of Madras, informing
the Chamber that you have decided to impose & surcharge of +
95 per cent. on all rates for Janding cargo, 1 beg to inform you
that a Special Committee appointed to go into the question .has
pow reported. The report is sent you herewith for your information,

1 have, etc.,
T. E. WELBY,
Acting Secretary,
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Best & Co., Ltd, Madras, 15t/, November, 1916.
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER or CoMMERCE,
’ ' Madras,
Sir,—We have to acknowledge with thanks receipt of your
letter of the 15th instant, enclosing report issued by the Special

Committee appointed to go into the question of the proposed sur-
charge of 25 per cent. on all rates for landing cargo.

We have, otec,,
Best & Co., Lro,

* —————

Madras, 20tk Nowvember, 1916,
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF CoOMMERCE,
Madras,

Si8,—We are favoured with your letter of the 15th instant,

banding us Report of & Special Committee, appointed to go into
above.

We beg to thank you for sendin

g us copy of said Report, but
we confess to being unab)

e to undergtand the reason of its issue.

At the Chamber monthi

Yy mecting in July last, to the best
of our recollection, the Cham

-hamber agreed to accept the surcharge of
35 per cent. and appointed a Committee consisting of Mesars.
Gordon Fraser, Alexander and Leech, to confer with the landing

ms in the Schedule the landing

We have, ete.,
Binny & Co, L,
WitsoN & Oy,
GorpoN, Woobrorrg & Co,
|, Best & Co., Lrp,
Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 4t}
To Messrs, Brst & Co., Ltp., BinNy &
WiLsoN & Co, anp Gorpon,
Madras,

SIFs,——With reference to the letter dated the
1916, signed by your firm and other landing contrac
beg to inform you that the Chamber has acc

December, 1916.

Co., Lrp,,
WoobRoFFE & Co.

20th November,
tors of Madras,
epted, at its last

STAMP DUTY ON POLICIES OF LIFE INSURANCE. 14i

e I PR e e,

1 i on the 28th November, 1916: the
gf;e]rllera_l mo?:;gﬂ:t?;;etsiﬁmlzﬂgd to it by the ‘Specit}l Committee
. oyvmgd to go into the question after conferring with the land-
?.ppomtet a::oxi % Resolved that a surcharge of 35 per cent. be
- cé) l;c;ron lan;iing charges from tho lst December, 1916, to th_e
%%::eDecember 1917, or for shorter period, should the war lgel('lmlx.
;mte before thén. Such ,surcharge to be based on the Schedule
of the 1st October, 1912, I have, eto,

T. E. WELBY,

Acting Secretary,
\ e e -

STAMP DUTY ON POLICIES OF LIFE INSURANCE.

Separate Revenue Department, Fort St. George, 8th ng., 1916,

To THe CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.

i ial addressed
e directed to forward copy of a memoria t

to Hsl'lln’theI é?ve::zr-(}eneral of India in Qouncxl by the Industl_'ml

and .Pr.udential Assurance Company, Limited, Bombay, p;:lymg

for a reduction of the minimum rate of tailta:nfhduéy :g-?:rrgnzz t .:n :,;

ici ife insurance and to request that the Governn

ll))ghgizlgfe;li:i:gsiie opinion of your Chamber on the ‘proposal,

if possible before the 15th March, I am in this con?ei:tl‘;).n bto

1a£: before you a suggestion made to the Government o nd w,t e?i'

gne of the Local Governments, !f:iz., thlgt_ the f]e;{i gfﬁ Oa a%:; ul::i o

i 3 annas for policies of Rs.2 :

:cale ofn;i: tflg:’ttl;'gx;’e tz:mes.EJOO and under and six annas for those

b(:tl:r:;ln Rs. 500 and Rs. 1,000, might tend to encourage the growth
of industrial life assurance, 1 have, ote, |

H. A. B. VERNON,

for Chief Secretary to Government.

o

[ENCLOSURE. )
To H. E. THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL O¥ INDIA IN CouNcCIL,

The most humble memorial of the
Tndustrial and Prudential Assurance
+  Company, Limited, of Bombay.

TH = :
Moar REsPECTRULLY BROWEE o o for the purpose of carrying on
. That “3‘:,533"?;'}3’ :;::r?::e in all its branches, more psrt;en al:ly
in India ian olicies to artisame, factory, docks, railwsy-laxi other
of gﬁ-ant ng dpl;bourel‘s and small wage-earners of industrial classes on
wor

ol “'::,no?nEngll!h Industrial Insurance offices such as the Prudential

Office of London,
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That tbis Company is the first Industrial Life Assuranca Oflice in
Jodia created to extend the benefits of life assurance to poorer classes
and small wage-earners on the basis of English 1ndustrial Life offices.

That the Government has been pleased to grant total exemption of
stamp duoty ip case of policies of life assurance granted by the Director-
General of the Post Office of India'in accordance with rules for Postal
Life Tnsurance issued under the anthority of the Government of Ludia
under Article 47 D of the Schedule 1 of the Indian Stamp Act, 1899

That even in the United Kingdow policies of life assnrapce for
sums not exceeding £10 are chargeable with the stamp duty of one

_ bepny only and for sums not exceeding £25 are chargeable with a stamp
of three pence.

That this Company has extended its operations of industrial life
ssgurance to wost of the mill-hands aod menialy’ co-operative credit
societies iu the city of Bombay registered by the Government and ruore
than 200 members of these co-operative credit societies wre assured
with this Company within three months of the Company having begun
to do this kind of work and arrangements are being made to assure the

lives of members of other co-operative credit societies in other parts
of the Presidency.

. That the deeds and all instruments of these co-operative credit
racieties are declared exempt from stamp duty by Government of India
Notification No. 683-F,, dated the 28th December, 1912,

That the stamp duty preseribed for ordinary life assurance, vz , six
annas for a policy of every sum of Rs. 1,000 or part thereof waiks a
great hardship oo the industrial ciasses who are assured for small sums
of Rs, 250 and under, and taking into consideration the medical fees
to be paid and other incidental charges to be defrayed on such small
assurances the assured find it extremely hard to pay the stamp duty
prescribed originally for ordinary life assurance of Rs, 1,000.

That Your Excellency’s memorialists submit that when the
duty was originally fixed at 6 annas on all policies up to Ras. 1,000
policies as are now being issued b or o
plated, otherwise some sliding sca
submit, have been provided,

stamp
! smsll
y this Cowpany were never contem.
le of stamp duty would, we veature to

Tbat Your Excellency’s memorialists, therefore, most humbi
] , y and
earoestly pray that Your Excellency in Col;ucil may be praciously }])le:s-

ed to reduce two annas the stamp duty on the small policie 1
sums of Rs, 250 and below under the suthority vestedpin Y:uarsi‘::tl::ﬁ

lency in Council by Section 9 of the Indian St
act of kindness your humble memorlalists wi a“\)P -
lency s welfare and prosperity.

We have, etc.,
B, Broacua,
Chairman,
Fazuueshoy CURRIMBIIOY,
LAvLuBHaAl SAMALDASS,
CHIMANLAL H, SETALVAD,
Directors
JIVANLAL DASTUR AND Co.,
Secretaries and Manegers,
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, Tth March, 1916.

To *HE CHIEF SECRETARY To GOVERNMENT,
Madras,

Srr.~I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter,
No. 272: S.R. 16-2, dated the 8th February, regarding the propps.ed
reduction of the minimum rate of stamp duty chargeable on policies
of life insurance, and to inform you in reply that the Chamber
approves of the adoption of the sliding scale of rules that has been
snggested to the Government of Iudia by oue of the local Govern-

3,
ment I have, etc.,

GorpoN FRASER,
Chairman.

INDIA COUNCIL BILL.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 19th December, 1916.

To TAE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
London.

Sir,—I beg to give below for your information copy of
a telegra’m despatched by this Chamber on the 18th instant, to the
Government of India, Finance Department, Delhi, on the subject
of the restrictions of India Council Bills by the Secretary of State
for India :— . .

« Gudden restrictions of sale of Council Bills causing con-
siderable anxiety .and cessation of trade including Government

hides. Will Government give any information regarding present
position and assurance of assistance to remedy existing dislocation

ade.”
of tr I have, etc.,

T. E. WeLBY,
Acting Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 19th Decemler, 1916,

‘o THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
. Calcutta, Bomlay § Karachi.

——1I beg to confirm the telegram _despatched. to you on tl}e
18thsilnl:tant og the subject of restrictions of India Council Bill
by the Secretary of State for India ae follows : —

“ telegraphed as follows to Qovemment India Flna?ce
Departg:;:. Bebginl;. Sudden restriction of sale of Couqcll Billa.
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causing considerable anxiety and cessation of trade including
Government hides. Will Government give any information regard-
ing present position and assurance of assistance to remedy existing
dislocation of trade.”
I have, etc,,

T, E. WrLny,

Acting Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 19th December, 1916,

To THE CHIEF SECRETARY To (ROVERNMENT,
Madras.

Sig,—I have the honour to give below copy of a
despatched by this Chamber on the 18th insta.nt?,yto bhetg(e)%zg‘-
ment of India, Finance Department, Delhi, on the subject of
restriction of sale of India Council Bill by the Secretary of State
for India:—

.

‘“Sudden restriction of sale of Council Bill causing consider-
able anxiety and cessation of trade including Government hides
Will Government give any information regardiog present positic;r;
and assurance of assistance to remedy existing dislocation of t;ade »

I have, etc.,
T. E. WELny,
dcting Secretary,

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 19th December, 1916
To A. C. McWaxrTErs, Esq, L. C. S, ’ .
C/o the Collector of Customs,
Madras,

Sir,—At the request of the Hon’ble M

_Sig, ¢ t, Gordon F

{)0 gxl\lr'e below for your information copy of a telegr:m r(aizesr’azcli:eg

Dye lth ilsogli,al:nbeli) to the; Government of India, Finance I)epalx)'tme:t
elhi, e subject of the restricti ft ia C il

Bills by the Secretary of State for Ilzzi: :—ile sale of India Council

“Sudden restriction of it Bi
: sale of Council Bill causj 1
i ) ing co -
awbhel a(x;::tr):] I::;r(;dtcefzmtlou of trade including Govemnﬁantnl:;g:
ot give any information regardin ition
v . regent posit
and assurance of assistance to remedy existing dislgocpation ofpt:;dlem’l’

T have, etc.,
T. E. Wgusy,
Acting Secretary
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 19tk December, 19160,

To THE SECRETARY To GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT,
Delki. ) :

Str,—I have the honour to confirm the telegram despatched

to you by the Chamber on' the 18th December, 1916, on the

subject of restriction of sale of India Council Bills by the Becretary
of State for India as follows :~£

sSudden restriction of sale of Council Bills causing considerable

anxiety and cessation of trade including Government hides,

Will Government give any information regarding present position

and assurance of assistance to remedy existing dislocation of trade.”

I have, etc,,
T. E. WELBY,
Acting Secrgtary.

., TELERGRAMS,

From the Karachi Chamber of Commerce, dated she 19th Decembel;,
1916 ; to the Chamber of Commerce, Madras.

© My Committee have wired Commerce, Delhi, as follows, Begins,
The action of the Secretary of .State in refusing to sell special
Councils for the present has completely disorganised business. The
Exchange banks refuse to buy Sterling Bills or Telegraphic without
cover consequently export business has come almost to & standstill.
Please inform Chamber if arrangements cannot be made to resume
the sale of special Councils or if that is impracticable of very much
larger Wednesday weekly allotments otherwise export trade hence

~will be very seriously restricted. Ends. Please wire what action

your Committee propose taking.

em———

From the Bombay Chamber of Commerce, dated the 20th December,
1916 ; to the Chamber of Commerce, Madras.

Bombay Chamber have wired Government of Tudia as follows,
Begins. Committee Bombay Chamber Commerce desire to call
attention to serious effects arising out of sudden suspension of sales
of extra Council Bills, Messure will practically peralyse export
trade as bauks will be quite unable to negotiate exporters bills,
Severe stringency in money market anticipated. Drop in prices
bas already resulted and baziar showing signs of uneasiness which
may rapidly increase if fears of money difficulties are unallayed.
Committee consider it most important that Government should

19



146 INDIA COUNCIL BILL.

make very early pronouncement of policy. Committee respectfully
suggest free import of bar gold and sovereigns from far cast be
allowed and that arrangements be made for free issue upcountry of
sovereigns in place of rupees for payment of produce to extent of
half present holdings in paper currency reserve, Knds.

From the Government of India, Fivancial Department, Delhi,
dated the 22cd December, 1916 ; to the Chamber of Com-
merce, Madras.

Your telegram of 18th December regarding restrictions on
council drafts received position was explained in general terms in
Government announcements of 14th and 18th December, Govern-
ment fully appreciate inconvenience to trade and as soon as position
admits restrictions imposed will be relaxed or removed.

From the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, dated the 22nd
December, 1916 ; to the Chamber of Commerce, Madras.

Exchange question y ur message, dated 18th December,
Committee are closely in touch with the Goveriment and with the
banking interest and consider that everything possible is being
done the question is engaging their closest attention and they may
te able to address you further within a few days,

Chamber of Conunerce, Madras, 2nd February, 1917.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Caleutta and Bombay.

_ Sir,—I beg to forward hevewith copy of a Resolution which
this Chamber has passed at its general monthly wmeeting held on

the 30th January, 1917, with veference to firms authorise i to dea
in Council Bills :—

_ “_Resolved that this Chamber is strongly of opinion that the
inclusion of private firms in the list is objec:ionable ; unless sales
arc opened to the general public they should be confined to the
banks only, private firms heing entirely eliminated.”

I have, ete.,
T. E. WeLny,
Acting Necretary,
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Chamber of Conn;wrce, Madras, Ind February, 1917.

To THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT, FINANCE DEPARTMENT,
Delhi,

Sir,—I have the honour to forward herewith copy of a
Resolution passed at the monthly general meeting of the Chamber
held on Tuesday, the 30th January, 1917, with reference to firms
authorised to deal in Council Bills :—

“ Resolved that this Cbamber is strongly of opinion that the
inclusion of private firms in the list is objectionable ; unless sales
are opened to the general public they should be confined to banks
only, private firms being entirely eliminated.”

1 have, etc.,
T. E. WELBY,

! Acting Secretury.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 2nd February, 1917.

To TuE CHIEF SECRETARY TO (OVERNMENT,
Madras,

Sir,—I have the honour to forward herewith copy of a
Resolution passed at the general monthly megting of the Chamber
held on Tuesday, the 30th January, 1917, with reference to firms
authorised to deal in Couacil Bills :—

“Rasolved that this Chamber is strongly of opinion that the
inclusion of private firms in the list is objectionable ; unless sales
are opened to the general public tllpy_should,,l)e confined to banks
only, private firms being entirely eliminated.

I have, etc.,
T. E. WeLBY,
dcting Secretary.

Financial Department, Fort St. George, 6th Felruary, 1917.

To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madrus,

S1r,—I bave the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Secre-
tary's letter, dated the 2nd February, 1917, forwardlpg copy of
o Resolution passed at the geveral monthly meeting of the
Chamber held on the 30th January, 1917, with reference to firms

- deal in Council Bills,
authorised to deal 1n I bave, etc.,

R. 8. KERsHAW,
for Chief Secratary,
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Finance Department, Delhi, 12th February, 1917.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 2nd February, 1917, conveying certain remarks by your
Chamber on the subject of the Secretary of State’s Council
drawings.

I have, etc.,
A. V. V. Alvag,

Assistant Secretary to the Government of India,

Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 12th February, 1917,

To THE ACTING SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sie,—1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter, dated the 2nd February, 1917, forwarding a resolution,
adopted by your Chamber at its general monthly meeting on the
30th January, in connection with this question.

2. The Committee of this Chamber have read the resolution
with interest and attention.

I have, etc,,
H. M, Havwoop,
Secretary.

GOVERNMENT PROMISSORY NOTES.

Financial Department, Fort St. George, 12th April, 1916,
To THE CBAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir,—I am directed to forward a copy of a letter from the
Government of India, Finance Department No, 172 A, dated the
18th March, 1916, regarding alteration on the existing practice of the
Public Debt office in regard to Government promissory notes held
or negotiated by persons who occupy the representative capacities
of execators or administrators of the estates of deceased persons
and to request that this Government may be favoured with an
expression ‘of the opinion of the Chamber of Commerce, Madras,
on the points raised in the Government of India letter,

I have, etc.,
R. H. Courrevay,
for Chief Secretary.

GOVERNMENT PROMISSORY NOTES. 149

R

{ENCLOSURE.]
GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
FINANCIAL DEPARTMENT.

READ~the following paper :—

—from the How'ble Mr. J. B. BRUNYATE, C.5.L., CLE,
Lm?..(}.g:mSeoremry to the Governmeat of fndm, Fidance
Departwent.
To—the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Dated—Simla, the 18th March, 1916.
NOI —‘l 72'A- \

J directed to addrees you on u matter affecting the existing
prac{ie:l:f tl::cl’ubllo Debt office in regard to Government promissory
votes held or negotiated by persons whko cccupy the repiescntative
capacities of executors or administrators of the estates of-deceased

persons.

2 has always been customary for the Public Debt office to
teco:nis:tthe"represe’;xt.at.ive character of persons ‘appoluted as executors
or holding letteis of administration, and to issue Goveroment promissory
potes to them by renewal in their pames by the description of their
oapacities ne executors or administrators. Recently, however, the
Government of India have been advised that the reference to adminis.
trators and' executors involved iu this practice amounts in terms to
recognition of a trust and would thus probably contravene the provision
of Bection 4 of the Indian Securities Aot ( 111 of 1886). The correcs
course it is said would be for the Ppblic Debt office to renew the notes
in the names simpliciter of the individuale who are acting us executors

¢ dministratore, snd they, 8o far as the Pubiic Debt office is concerned,
‘v)vro:ld then be ;egarded as dealing with the notes in their personal

capacity.

been pointed out to the Government of India that

Sect.?t;n ggﬂé:rgﬁhte axl:g Administration Act (V of 1881) lays dows
that where there are several executors or administrators, the powers of
all may, in the absence of any direction to the contrary in the will or
rant of letters of administration, be exercited by any one of them]who
'as proved the will or taken out administratiou. This affords an illus.
tration of the diffienlties which may arise from the practice referred to,
as should it be held that the vecoguition of representative character

amounts in law, uotwithstanding the rovision of Section 4 of the

cognition of & trast the Goverament could pot, it
?v?:lg%::mAg:’c:;e }:onf the obligation of examining the will in order to
ascertain w’hether a person applying as an executor for the renewal of
romissory tote is the sole executor and, it oot, whether be is author-
i‘sepd to act by bimself a course whicsh wg;ltl_d cll:axt-ly }:: 1:1 c%oTr::;nt;K:
ndian Seourities Act. |
‘(); t::nnl::zzhci)?:h: fa::]:mlption last nuﬁgented a8 to the legal position,
ovm be pln,ced in an altogesher anomalous position as being subjected
wo:h result of their own praotice §o the obligation of two statutory
pr viiionu in direct conflict w';th each other. 1t should here be mentioned
prot the Qovernment received advice from one of its previoue legal
ﬁ‘um tbat **the effect of Section 4 is that notice of a trust b:a! not
re;ivuble by the Government, i.e., that no wortﬁla vzl;ictl:“ can W‘l:'il?
ean have the effect of giving aotice to Government of & X
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if this is a correct statement of the law, it will preclude any such
questions as that last suggested, it definitely establishes the present
practice to be irregular oot only in form but in substance, The practice
{following upou the original recognition of representative capacity) is to
recognise, on the death of an original representative, not his representa-
tive bub the representative of the petson as whose executor or a:uminis.
trator he held, which is clearly contrary to the vpinion under discussiop
It has been pointed out to the Government that, in the present state of
the law and in the light of the opinions above referred to, the existing
practice cannot be cunsidered free from the risks necessalily atiendant
upon the recognition of a right to property in persons other than those
strictly entitled to it according to law. ‘

4, Oan the other hand, it has been represented to the @
of India that if the practice of the Public Bebt office weneeto(’b(::vfxig(;rilggs
to conform to the view that the recoguition of the representative capacit
of executors or administrators is not permissible, the chanze of pracnc{.
might react unfavourably on the popularity of Government paper. In
this connection the following considerations are of importance 1

(@) The existing practice is certainly convenient in that not
by executors and adwipistrators in their 1epresentative cspac?:yh::x];
always be dietinguished from the private property of those persouns,

(b) 1f the procedure which is said to be requir i
pnow stands were to be followed, then on the degth eodf :g :)l(]:clll?:;? o
bas had transferred in his vame notes te which he has become enlillng
in his representative capacity, it will be becessary for the legal represe e[
ative of the executor to take out representation to the exgcuun'h
estate before the notes can be trausferred to the beneticiaries to whms
they really belong, If the heirs of the executors prove obstrucciveom
dilatory in carrying out this procedure, the beneficiaries will be leat?r
inconvenienced, Further there is the danger in such eages Llﬁn thy
heirs of the execators, etc,, either through ignorance or with fraudul .
intention might attempt to alienate the potes in their own favour, ot

(¢) The fact that a person in whose name notes
is depczibed a3 ap executor or Administrator umountt;at‘:)eabﬁne:n;: l:ev:f,d
public that the note is held in a fiduciary capacity and the inleuod‘ .
purchaser is therefore set upon ar enquiry regarding the power of the
executor or admimsprator to deal with thew ; and 1t is suy sest S uthc
although the beneficiaries bave tLe usual legal menns of tﬁ,‘i,,f.. o8y
their rights against any fraudulent dealings by sueh persors, it PR
:’mprott);uble Ltl_mb if tlllg ti{eneral public were asked for gu cl‘;unml: :ll?:-
resent practice would be regar ¢
D ouee o garded by them as affording » valuable

(d) On the other hand, the present practice is o iti
that it sometimes gives rise to questions which | el the eritic
tition of endorsements. b ead o delay in the re

ism
cog-

5. The foregoing statement of the case indic
courses opento the Government, namely (1) ‘L:t:i&‘v::la(fndtllex:-e are two
practice of recogoising th representative capacity of exgc':xguug
administrators in connection with transactions ig Governm ut orx tud
sory notes ; and (2) to continue this practice, thelaw beip . p:;“"”-s‘
order to make it clear that such recognition is legal notwithg 1&"'3‘.‘ ed in
geveral prohibition against taking notice of trusts, 1t mas ":ndm% the
said that legislation is advisable inany case in view of thﬁ’é{,’ugfc;h‘,’g
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opinions which have been expressed by successive or different legal
advisers of Government from time to time.

6. By adopting the second of the two alternative courses mentioned
in the preceding paragraph the Goveinment will render themselves liable
to certain obligations such as, for example, that of scrutinising a will with
reference to Section 92 of the Probate and Administration Act. They
recognise that the question is one in which they must be guided to a very
large extent by the wishes of those whose convenience is likely to be
affected by the particular procedure udopted. Iam accordingly directed
to request that public opinion may be consulted on the questions stated in
this letter ; and thar 10 prticular the views of the Chambe:s of Commerce
and the Presidency Banks, and perhaps also of individual representative
members of the classes which chicfly invest io Government paper, may be
obtained and communicated vo the Government of India together with the
observations of the Local Government.

7. In order to facilitate the consideration of the questions involved
a note is appended stating the practice of the Public Debt office in regard
to certain cognate matters affecting travsactions in Government promis.
2ory notes.

[ENCLOSURE.]
NOTE.

{1) When it comes to notice that in letters of administration or probate
limited powers have been granted it is the practice to issue & counterpart
non-negotiable note on renewal. 1f the administration is not limited, a
note in the ordinary form is issued, Possibly this practice also would have
to be discontinued if it should be decided that the repreeentative capacity
of executors, eto,, must not be recognised.

osition of individuals holdiug certificates under the Succession
Cert(i?c;l;};egot (VII of 1889} is not identical in character with that of an
executor or admin strator, and the Government of Indis are advised that a
Succession Certificate is not indicative of trust. No difficulty ariges
therefore in such a case and when the powers of certificate holders are not
limited to draws! of interest the notes are renewed in the name simpliciter
of the certificate holders: otherwise & counterpart non-negotiable note is

issued.
mittedly a trust and accordingly it is the practice

i 2 in the names of the minor and notin that of the
;3;:3‘::;”?1“;\?3 p?::fisce affords the desired protection to the minors and

has not given rise to any dithiculty.

seoured in the case of letters of administration
h are granted in oases in which sdministration is
for the p;otisc:;lqu Bf &e tI;_‘ubl 1{: ngt :nfﬁee
ic i ed that the Pablic Debt office shonld stamp

and the %l;glli%wtg:sngfx?g :fr :;:-ngndorsed to admjnistrators durante_minore
e 1ssm the words *' liwited to minority.” A person deplugwnth such
aztaté w) istrator is therefore respoosible for satisfying himsetf that the
:3 it n'“?rlstnr has the power to deal with the notes. In_this case it is no
d m&m t strictly in accordsance with the Indian Beourities Act that the
abli nlc; Jbt office should recognise even to this extent the existence of g

Public ()e the other hand, the praotice is undouhtedly convenient to the
trul;slt. . _tn does not expose Government to any risk, snd it would be possible
5’;‘ n::i‘n;ain this arrangement even if the representative ocapacity of

executors, etc., were not otherwise recognised,

(3) Guardianship is ad

{4) Protection is also
durantc manore etafle which
limited to minority. In this case
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 8th June, 1916,

To ToE CHIEF SECRETARY To (GOVERNMENT,
Ootacamund

S1kr,~1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
No. 2204 1, dated the 12th April, 1916, forwarding topy of a
letter from the Government of India, Finance Department, on the
subject of alteration of the existing practice of the Public Debt
office in regard to Government promissory notes held or nego-
tiated by persons who are executors ur administrators of the estates
of deceased persoms. In reply I beg to inform you that the
Chamber approves of the alteration contemplated in Section (2) of
paragraph 5, namely, the legalisation of the present practice of
recognising the representative capacity of exeeutors or adminis-
trators,

I bave, etc,,

(GoRDON FRASER,
Chairman,

THE ENHANCEMENT OF CLASSIFICATION 0
COMMODITIES TO THE LEVEL OF GENERAL CLi‘s(s:flg%il'erN

M. & S M. By Co, Ltd., Madras, Ist December, 1916

To tHE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
]
Madras,

S1r,—1 aw directed to forward for ’ .
of the views of your Chamber, copies off”izgzlel; Olf\I :n ngégressxon
dated the 11th/13th October, 1916, from the Q.em }V.-’l‘.,
Railway and No. 688-T-16, dated the 13th N;vge‘mb of thig
from the Secretary, Railway Board, Simla, regardin :}:, 1916,
posed enhancement on this Railway of the authogi de pro-
classification ofa few commoditiesin which the trafﬁsce tgoodt;
rates is, 'compara.txvely speaking, unimportant and whij ;11 class
bear a higher classification without prejudice to the trad‘ec would

2. The proposal is made with the obj :
number of exceptions to the general classiﬁcatiloe:twolsic;fd:'(;llng the
It may interest the Chamber ‘to kaow that.the Madra 8(; exist,
ern Mahratta Railway has already, with this object ins and South-
to adopt a lower classification for 328 commodities s view, agreed
general f:lasmﬁ(:a.tmn was issued, and that in the esmce the new
commodities has the classification Leen increased ;;;e of only 38
were only adopted after the consent of your Chamh, ese increases
wide your letter, dated the 7th September, 1915 er wag obtained,
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3. I attach statements A and B showing the reductions and
increases made in the past to obtain uniformity.

4. The present proposal relates to the increase of the classifi-
cation of the following commodities to the lovel of the general
classification as shown opposite each :— :

I Exceptional Claarification .
Description. over M. & S. M, Ry. General Clamification.

Bottles .1 R. R. ..2R.R. 10.R.
Cloves w2y N SR 2 .
Matting
Mattiogs of al! | Bamboo ...l R. R. “..2R. R 10.R
kinds, Dates R N e eveeee tesees
Cenatry .1 cer e eevees
Machinery .1, W8l ..2R R 10R,
Potatoes Ay, 2 | SR
Spices N.O.C. L2, .3 2 4
Aluminiun 2 3 2
Bamboos W 200 B. G, I T 2 e
Da. WI0OM. G. e e . 10. R,

5. It will be seen that in all the above cases except in the
case of bambous, the difference ie only in risk condition, and the
existing exceptional rates could still be availed of by a risk note
being signed.

6. It is, no doubt, known to the Chamber that where two
rates are quoted, one at Railway risk and another at owner's risk,
the owner’s risk rate is ordinarily used, and the trade is not there-
fore likely to suffer by the adoption of the general classification,
especially in view of the fact that rivk note form B is not a protec-
tion to the Railway when a complete package is lost.

7. In the case of bamboos, it may be pointed out that

" bambaos are generally carried in wagon loads, when they are

chafged 1st class at O. R. according to the General Classification,
and this Railway hasalsoa schetiule rate for the samie which is
lower than Ist class. There is no need, therefore, to retain the
exceptional classification of 1st class at R. R. for small quantities.

8. I trust the Chamber will be pleased to support the
attempt of this Railway towards greater uniformity and simplifica-
tion of the goods tariff.

9. The favour of an early reply is requested.

I have, etc.,
T. E, CricHTON,

for General Traffic Maneger,
” -
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Copy of letter No, 8863-V,-T., dated the 11th/13th Qctober, 1516, fro
the Agent, M, and 3. M, Railway, to the Secretary, Railway iioar:l“
(Ordinary Branch), Simla. ’

Farther to para. 2 (¢) of my letter No. 6614.T. of the 25th § .
ber, 1916, in reply to your No, 280-T.-16 of the 3lst May, 1916, fpltxi?e
the honour to inform the Railway Board that the Sscrewnry, Indian
Railway C(_)nierence Aspociution, has written to say that a,ny’ further
representation to the Railway Board should be made direct by me,

2. T desire to explain that of the commodities mentioned j
letter No, 280-T,-16, dated the 11th March last, to the Secrem?g "I)n}:i(i):r:
Railway Conference Association, only three appenr in our exc:eptional
list, o1z, hqncles, cloves and matting of all kiude, and the followin
are the particulars of their classification and of the traffic carried during

the three months in which the traflic was heaviest -—

tomat Chassie cqLauntity
- General lonal Classi- carried for 3
Description. Classification, fication over months in

M, and S, M. which tiaffic
Railway. was heaviest,

MDS.  Rs.
gfttlea ?R R; 0, R. LR. R, 4,179 1,362
Jloves U y - . R ot
Matting of all ' 2o La03 o
kinds. 2 , 1 ,, Mattiog bamboo...1 R.R. 5 634 1,239

" dates .1 ,, . !
»  country..l . }"»261 1,444

In these cases the higher classification is for Raj i
if the geqerg.l classification 1s adopted, the traf;ic mﬁﬁsﬁlfni{fmy. and
at the existing rates, on a risk note being signed, e carried

3. Inoregard to the following commodities

exceptional classification to the %evel of the getxi?a?ncl}:g:ieﬁrgetq b o the
also suggested by our General Traflic Manager to the Secret :t mIn wan
Railway Conference Association, but that officer did not, inclua(} y’l ndian
his praposals to the Railway Board (Anpexure B to APandj‘eBt lefm in
proceedings of the Goodw Classification Commiltee Meetin ' N i ihe
the reasou t_hut the traffic in these commodities was coﬂsﬁ({ o 17) for
that it was intended to apply the enhancement only to ¢

tratfic was insignificant. ases where the

G | LExceptionul
inti enera Slagsification ¢ ; .
Description, (lassification, over M. and . \’,uan:gigogt;\ned for
M. Railway, 8

. , MDs, XA
Maehinery ... 2 R.R. 1 O.R. 1 R.R. W.81 ’ N
Po.b'toe. oy 2 " 1 1 1 'y v ’ ﬁlg g;)g' 5,236
Spices N.O.C. 3 ,, 2, 2 1'89(5 12,567
Aluminium ... 3 ,, 2 2 1:6:29 g?g

The trattic in these commodities is no d
she difference in rates is only in ri<k conditions
vional rates could stiil be availed of by a risk n
the experience of thiy Railway that where ywo

aud the existing exce
. p.
ote being signed. It in
rates are quoted, one

oubt somewhat large, but‘
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at railway risk and angther at owner’s riek, the owner’s risk rate is
ordinarily used, and the trade is not, therefore, likely to suffer by the
adoption of the general classification, especially in, view of the fact
that the risk note form B is no protection to the Railway when a
complete package is lost,

(a) With regard to potatoes, Schedule O rate is applicable when
consigned at owner's r'sk over this Railway, and it is lower thap the 1st
class rate, when booked for distances over 200 miles, For 200 miles and
less, the Scheaul: O and the lst class rate nre equal, and this sccounts
for the somewhat large quanuty, i.e., 66,216 maunds being carried at
I R. R. Perishables are not ordinarily cariied at Ruilway visk, and the
removal of the exceptional clas:ification will not, therefore, affect tho

trade,

4, It was also represented to the Secretary, Indian Railway Con-
ference Association, that bamboos should be removed from the exception-
al list. The general classificatiun for bamboos is 2 R, R, and our
exceptional classification is 1 R. K. The quantity carried at 1st class
rate duriog three months in which the tratfic was heaviest was 4 §81
maunds. Bamboos are generally cariied in wagon loads, and this Railway
has a schedule rate for the same, lower than 1st class, There is no need,
theretore, for retaining the exceptionsl classification of 1st class for

swall quantities,

5. In vhe circumstances explained above, I request the sanction
of the Railway Board to the enhancement of the rates over this Railway
to the level of the general classification for the following commodities :—

Bottles, cloves, matting of all kinds.
Machinery, potatoes, spices N.O.C.
Aluminium and bamboos.

Letter No. 688, T,-16, dated the 13th November, 1916, from the Seore-
tary, Railway Board, Simla, to the Agent, M. and 8. M. Railway,

With reference to your letter No, 8863.V.T., dated the 1lth/13th

‘October, 1916, asking for Railway Board’e sanction to the enhance-

ment over the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway of the classifi-
cation of certain commodities to the level of the general classification,
1 am directed to say that the Railway Board will be glad to know
whetber the Chambers of Commerce and other commercial bodies inter-
ested in the articles concérned have been consulted ia connection with
the proposed enhancements and to be favoured with their views on the

subject.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 21st December, 1916,

To THE GENERAL TrRAFFIC MANAGER, M. & S. M. Rv. Co., Lin,
Madras.

S1r,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No, R. G..

138 06, dated the lst December, 1916, forwarding copies of
correspondence with the Railway Board, Calcutta, on the subject
of the enhancemens of the classification of certain commodities to

.
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the level of general classification. In reply the Chamber supports
the proposal submitted by you to th: Railway Board with a view
to securing greater uniformity and simplification of gooda tariff,

I have, stc.,
T. E. Wriny,
Acting Secretary.

M. &S M R Co, Ld, Madras, 26th Jonuary, 1917,
To Tus SEcRRTARY, CHAMBER 0F COMNERCE,
Madras.

Sir,—I beg to thank your for you letter, dated the 31at
December, 1916.

[N

I have, etc,,
T. E. Cricuron,
for General Trafic Manager.

SCARCITY OF WAGONS.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 5th September, 1916

To THE CHIEF SECRETARY To GOVERNMENT,
Ootacamund.

* 81r,—I bave the hovour to enclose copy of a ) i
this Chamber has addressed to the Railway Bpo):ud, Sixﬁﬁero:htllclz
subject of * wagoa sh(_)rtage. ?  This Chamber hopes t’hat the
Government will see their way to support the application of the
Railway for financial means of carrying out th
next year. ¢ programme

1 bave, etc.,

Gorbon FRASER,
. Charrman.
Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 5t} September, 1916
To tHE SBCRETARY, Rarway Boarp, ’
Simla.
Sigr,~—I1 have the honour to state that thigz (!
received a large number of complaints of * wag()n(;]l;:?x;: nh:l:

the Madras and Southern Mahratta line, more espec;
northern part of the east coast of this’ Presideng;?m%);;;oi; lt]::

SCARCITY OF WAGONS: isy

shown that it is less a question of shortage of rolling stock than of
traffic facilities. The Chamber is satisfied that the authorities of
the Railway are using their best endeavours to overcome the very

serious difficulties, and with a considerable measure of success of

late, but it is also convinced that it is ooly by the early adoption

of the.programme of works contemplated by the Madras and

Southern Mahratta Railway that those obstacles can be fully

surmounted. Every week that that programme, which provides

for a number of new crossing stations and for better loading or

unloading facilities, is delayed means substantial loss and incon-

venience to traders in the north-east coast region.

1 am to request, therefore, that early and favourable con-
sideration may be given to the application of the Railway for the
fiancial meuns of carrying out the programme next year.

I have, etc,
GorpoN FRASER,
Chatrman.

o————

Ratlway Board, Simla, 26th September, 1916

To Tax CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras. '

Str,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
dated the 5th September, 1916, in which you request that favour-
able consideration may be givea to the application of the Madras
and Southern Mahratta Railway for the financial means of carrying
out their programme of works next year, and in reply to say that
the Railway Board propose to discuss next month with the Agent,
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, the question of provision
of funds for capital outlay on the line and that the views express-
ed by the Chamber will be borne in mind. :

. I have, etc.,
S, ToMKiNs,
“for Seeretary.

Public Works Departinent, Madras, 16tk October, 1916,

To tug CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER oF COMMRERCE,
‘ ) Madras, . :

81r,—With reference to your letter, dated the Bth September,
1916, addressed to the Chief Secretary to the Government of

Madras oo the subject of wagon shortage on the north-east line

_ of the Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway, 1 am directed
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to inform you that the Government understand that the works
$equired at present to relieve the congestion of traffic on the live
are already being taken in hand and the Railway Board has
allotted fundas for those works,
I have, etc.,
W. G. MovLesworty,
for Jotnt Secretary to Gov rument,

CONGESTION OF TRAFFIC ON RAILWAYS.

Public Works Department, Madras, 18th July, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sig,—I am directed to forward herewith a copy of a letter
from the Railway Board No. 374 T., dated the 28th June, 1916,
tegarding the remedies proposed to be adopted for removing
congestion of traffic during the busy season and to request that
this Government may be favoured with the views of the Chamber
on the proposals made therein. I am to request that tie reply
to this reference may be sent not later than the 10th August, 1914,

I have, etc.,,
W. G. Moresworth,
for Joint Secretary to Government.

{ENCLOSURE. |

Copy of letter from the Secretary, Railway Boavd, Siml s L :
wv of doted the 28th .Iunél, 1916, % No. 374 1,

[ am directed to state, for the information of H, E. the (3

in Council that, in view of the serious congestion of R:ilsv :;0\;3;%);
that arose Jast year and is likely to be repeated in a more intense form
during the coming busy traffic season, 1t has been decided to hold
» Conference between the representatives of the commercial interests
principally affected aud the Government of India to discuss the remedien
which may most suitably be applied. The subjects for discussion which
bave been suggested are the following : —

(1) The possibility of iqc_reaaing.consignments of coal and manganese
and perhaps other commodities during the slack reason and of building
up stocks sgaiost the time when there might be a great pressurve of
traffic. Railways bave already arranged to take this action in respect
of their stocks of coal, but private consumers if asked to follow the
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example of the Railways, will po doubt raise questions regarding the
output of mines during the monsoon and possible deterioration of atocks,

(2) The possibility of Kailways encouraging traffic during the slack
season by concessions in 1ates by way of rebate or otherwise.  This is a
question ou which the views of Railway administrations will carry the
greatest weight and their views are being obtained and will, it is hoped,
be to hand before the Conference meets,

2, The two foregoing suggestions are matters on which, in the
opinion of the Government of Indisa, it is not necessm{qepeciﬁcnlly to
invite the opinion or suggestions of the Government of Madras but are
nierely mentioned, in order to explain the general trend of the action
proposed and the scope of the Conference. A third suggestion relates
10 the possibility, should the mnecessity arise, of giving preference to
certain classes of goods during the period of pressure. The Government
of Todia would be glad to receive the views of the Governiwent of
Madrax on this suggestion. It is necessary to ascertain in the first
place what commodities can be carried during the sluck season without
a degre2 of loss or inconvenience to the interests concerned greater than
the circumstances warrant, There are certain articles such as stone,
timber, ores, etc., which can equally well be carried at any time. Coul,
on the \ ther hand, is liable to deterioration, but consignees may reason-
ably by called upon to submit to this in view of the pecessities of the
case. There are, it is true, many commodities, such as cotton, jute,
«3eds, +te.,, which must be mostly carried, in the busy season, {c is,
Lowever, possible that they might be handled in the slack season to g
greater extent than at present, for instance, it is not uncommon to
ree & considerable portion of the stocks of one year held during the
intervening slack season and moved with the openiog of the nexs busy

season,

3. Although the Government of India do not expect that it wil}
prove possible to effect a general classification of all elasses of goods in
degrees of relative urgency, they think that certain classes of goods
may be found capable of being dealt with in the slack season. It could
then be laid down that in case serious congestion should arise, preference
will be given to commodities which must be carried ip the busy season ;
and that consignees who fail to otfer for despatch other commudities jn
the slack srason run a serious risk of their consignmeats being hung up
during the ensning busy season.

4, 1 am to request that, with the permission of H. I, the
Governor in Council, the matter may be discussed with the locs! interests
shiefly concerned and the Government of India favoured, at un early
date, with the views of Madras Goveromeng on the subject. [ am to
explain that a preliminary discussion will be held in July at which the
Hoo'ble Member in charge of the Department of Commerce and Industry
will preside, between a representative of the Railway Bouid and com-
mercial representatives from Calcutta and elsewhere, at which, it s
haped, it msy be possible to srrive at some decision in respect of the
first two points noted above and to obtain the approval of commercial
representatives to the principle of the third proposal. There will,
however, be ne necessity to bring it into practical operation before the
ensuing husy sesson, and it is at present intended to discuss the matter,
should sy further consultation with commereial interests prove peces.
sary, during she encuing Legislative session in September next g
Simla. I am to request, thevefore, that the views of the Governmeng
of Madras may be communicated to the Government of India by ghe

1e4 of September, 1916.
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 2nd dugust, 1916.

To THE SecreTARY To GoveErnmeat, P, W. D,
Madras.

Str,—1I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
No. 668, dated the 18th July, 1916, forwarding copy of a letter
from the Railway Doard, dated the 28th June, 1916, with reference
to the remedies proposed to be adopted for removing congestion on
traffic during the busy season, In reply I beg to inform you that
a representative of the Chamber is attending the Railway Confer-
ence now being held at Calcutta and that all firms interested will
do their best to get through as much traffic in imperishable articles
during the slack season as possible.

It is not easy to suggest to which particular classes of goods
preference should be given, as in times of pressure all are urgently
required (such as coal, cotton, stores, produce of ail kinds, etc.),
It is difficult to point to any particular traffic which might withous
loss be held up.

1 have, etc,,
GorpoN FRASER,
Chairman,

Board of Eevenue, Madras, th August, 1916,

To TuE CHaIRMAN, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras,

S1r,—1 am directed to forward for your informati

letter from the Government of India, Rgilwa.y De‘:)]::tl?r;s;p)&%f
374-T., dated the 28th June, 1916, received with the Goverr;ment;
endorsement No. 583 A-16-1, Revenue, dated the 27th July, 1916
and to request that with reference to parageaph 2 thereof y(,m will’
be so good as to favour the Béurd with the views of your ,Chamher
on the possibility of giving preference in the matter of Raidwa

traffic to certain classes of goods of rail borne trade durin th);
period of pressure, The Board will be -glad to receive s ou
Chamber’s opinion not later than the 15th August, your

I have, ete,,
T. Racuavian,
. Secretary,

——

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 23rd August, 1916
To THE SECKETARY, BoarD or REVENUE,
Madras, ‘

Sig,—I have the honour to acknowledge reseipt of
No, 1623, dated the 19th August, requesting thmpt& Iy;g::dliif;
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be favoured with an expression of the Chamber’s opinion on the
question of giving preference in the matter of railway traffic to
certain classes of goods of rail-borne trade durivg the period of
pressure. In reply I beg to enclose a copy of this Chamber’s
letter to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Public
Works Department, on the above subject.

The Chamber regrets that your letter No. 1455 of the lst
instant with enclosures remaioed unanswered which was- due to
the belief that the reference came from the same departmeant of
the Government of Madras,

1 have, etc.,
T. E. WELBY,

Acting Secretary.

CONFERENCE OF THE RAILWAY BOARD.

Railway Board, Simia, 6th May, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir,—1 am directed to forward herewith a copy of a com-
muniqué which the Railway Board have recently issued to the
Press on the subject of the congestion of traffic on-Indian railways,
You will notice that the Railway Board have drawn attention to
the desirability of conveyiog as large a volume of coal and other
mineral traffic as possible during the months June to October, and
that they have also suggested the advisabi'ity of convening a Con-
ference to discuss the best means of effecting this result by the
co-operation of all concerned and the further question of the
wachinery, which may Dbest be introduced, should it prove neces-
sary during the course of next winter to give preference to any
particular classes of traffic owing to the inability of railways to
carry all that is offered. ‘

I am to say that the Railway Board trust that in the mean.

‘while members of the Chamber will individually use their endea-

vours to tender for transit as large a volume of traffic as possible
duriog the slack season. I am aleo to say that the Railway Board
would value an expression of opinion from your Chamber on the
desirability of holding the proposed Conference, and if the
Chamber so desire, on the matters which it is proposed that the
Conference should discuss. ‘
I have, ete,,
A. T. SrowELL,
Assistant Sec‘retary,
2
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[ENCLOSURE.]
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
RAILWAY DEPARTMENT.

Press. Commurique, -

During the past four months Indian railways have suffered from
congestion owing to the transfer of tiaffic from sea to railway, They
have been called upon to bandle an unprecedented volume of tratlie,
patticularly of long distance coal traffic, and have doneso if not to
the satisfaction of all cone-rned, at any rate with such a measnre of
success as hns prevented any serious breakdown of business threugh
failure to supply coal to miils, workshops and industiies generally, The
monsoon perird is now in sight which. may be expected to prove, as is
usual, a period of comparative slackness, and an immediate improve-
ment in the position may, therefore, be anticipated,

It must be recognised, however, that in the winter of 1916-17, if
the war should last so lovg or if the diffieulty of obtaining shipping for
coastwise trade persists afrer the restoration of peace, there is a serious
possibility that tiie handimyg of a still greater volome of business may
present a sl mose ditticult problem to Railwsy administrations. Every-
thing possible is being done by providing additional facilities to increase
the capac:ty of railwsys on the rouates affected, but it must be remem-
bered that the restcctions impused by the practical impossibility of
obtaining-mannfze.ured muterinl how abroad prevent any hope of any

considerable e «f in the immediare future, In these cirennstances

the Railway Board have been con-idering the advisability of convening
a Conference at which nll cumuwe-cinl interests should be represented to
cousider what meaas can be aevistd in advaoce for dealing with such a

situation.

In a letter which the Agent, E1st Indian Railway, has addressed to
the Chamb-rs of Commerce, 1t bu- been sugpested that the better distri-
bution of traffic over the year would bring about a considerable allevia-
tion of the difficulty of dewinyg with the cold weatber traffie, The
seagonal variation of traffic over the railways principaliy affected, i.e.,
the East Indisn, Beogal Nagpur and Great Indian Penivsula Railways,
is shown by the following tigures of monthly total goods earnings for
the previous three years :— .

For the month of 1913. 1914, 1915,
Rs, (io lakhs,)Rs, (in lakhs,)/{Rs, (in lakhs,)

January 154°54 160-89 154°14
February e 138°96 145-01 155°11
March - 14603 16526 15957
April C e 15256 15520 15304
May Y 146°33 145-48 15503
June T 112-52 12366 11547
July 112-46 106-89 111-27
August o 101-32 7-09 109-98
September 120-65 93-00 124-00
October 12378 108-00 12771
November 13361 122-07 138-90
December - 15136 138°85 16881
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It will be seen that the months of June to October are months of
comparatively low tratfic. The greater, therefore, the volume of coal
and other minerals which can be carried during these months the
greater will be the relief in the busy winter season, The best means
of effscting this resuls by the co-operation of all goncerned is a matter
which might well be discussed at the proposed Conference.

It may. prove, however, that whatever has been done in this direc~
tion has been inadequate to prevent congestion in the busy monthe,
and the increased volume of traffic to be dealt with next winter may
render it essential for the railway administrations to decide to what
traffic preference is to be given if the minimum of economic loss is to
resuls, If adequate arrangements are to be made in advance for con-
sidering and deciding upon this question of preference, it seems most
desirable to coucert them now in order that when the time comes, if it
comes at all, the machinery for dealing with the situation may be avail-
able, The consideration of the matter at a Conference such as is proposed
appears to offer the best means of reaching a decision which wiil be in
the best interests of the Empire while taking account of all the indivi-
dual interests concerned.

Clamber of Comnmerce, Madras, 8th June, 1916,

To THE ASSISIANT SECRETARY, RAILWAY BOARD,
Simla, '

S1r,—1I have the lionour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
No. 374 T-16, dated the 6th. May, 1916, forwarding Press coms-
munigud issued by the Railway Department of the Government of
India, with reference to the congestion of tratfic on railways, and
am directed by the Chamber to inform you that it considers the
holding of the Conference desirable and will send a delegate to
represent the Chamber at the sitting of the Corference,

I have, ete.,
T. E. WeLsy,
Acting Secretary.

Raslway Bowrd, Simla, Sth July, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir,—With reference to your reply to Railway Board’s letter
No. 374 T-16, dated the 6th May, 1916, I am directed to say that
the Government of India have pow decided to invite represent.-
atives of your Chamber to a Conference to be held in Caleutta at
11 o’clock on the 26th of this month to discuss what measures
should be taken in order, if possible, to avoid congestion on rail-
ways during the forthcoming cold weather or, if this proves im-
‘possible, to minimise the inconveniences caused thereby.

14
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2. T am to add that the place of meeting will be intimated
to you as soc as it has been decided and that a copy of the agenda
will be forwarded for the information of the representatives whom
your Chamber may decide to send. 1 am also to enquire how
many representatives of your Chamber are likely to attend the
praposed Conference.

I have, etc.,
R. D. Youne,

for Secretary.

+

. Raslway Board, Simla, 13th July, 1916.
To Tk SecRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir,—In continuation of Railway Board’s letter No, 374
T.16, dated the 8th July, 1916, I am directed to forward for

information a copy of the agends of the Conference on congestion
to be held at Calcutta on the 26th July, 1916.

. 2,1 am to request that if it should appear to your Chamber
desirable that any addition should be made to the agenda the pro-
gose'd additionhmayé lll)e communicated to‘the Railway Board at

imig, up to the 19th or to the President, Railway Board B
Club, Calcusta, thoreater, ’ Y ourd, Bovgnl

L have, etec.,
- AT SrowsLt,
Assistant Secretary,

e —

[ENCLOSURE. ]

Agenda of Conference on congestion to
o0 tho Zhrh Joree o o g o to be held at Caicutta at 11 A,

I~Methods of avoiding eongestion,

-1, What measures can be adopted in order to
rence of congestion during the next busy sesson ?p"Ev:«?:ntvl:;rzco::;
already being made to increase the quantity of coal transported during

the slack season, that is during t, jod (
the Hlack e co;meet;ion—- ¢ he period up to the eng of November

v i . - aa=
the '(?a)or.l;::o%ugnmy of coal are railways in & position to earry during

(b) What quantity of coa) a ferien |
transport during the slack season ;e collieries in_ ® position to tender for

2. Having decided what quanti i
as }ix;iltg b (a} or (t) the quantity of coal it is possible to trane
coal during the slack season is likel

ifferens centres. 1f so, is it neoe:s{rtyo :ox ‘:;:d ey
acoording preference to particular oonsumers,
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‘be? If the demand falls short of the quantity available
::rﬁ!@lmgi:::ieg;a(a)eaud (b), is it possible 10 increase the demaud, and hqw ?

A
t has been suggested that the arrangements made for incréas.
ing géligeries of coal 5ring the slack season may profitubly be applied
in the case of other commodities of a non-perishable nature carried by
railways in cousiderable quaniities, To what commodities shonld the
arrapgements be extended, and what machinery, if any, is desirable in
this conuection ?

’ osal has been wade that, in_order to encourage the
inorf&ne%f x:.‘:;gﬁc during the slack season, railways should make eome
reduction in the ordivary rates or defer payment of freight chargea
during this period. Is this necessary aad, if co, in respect of what
commodities and to what extent ?

I1—Methods of denling w)th congestion if ¥ arsses.

i ongestion which occurred in the first-half of the current
yearD‘:)rrl:}irzl:xac: w%,s given to war requirements and to coal for the
publ{o. The former must continue to be recogoised as of frat {mpor:-
aoce. As regards the latter and other commodities for the ‘publlc, is it
possible to devise machinery, say, by the formation of local committees
at important centres to ussist and advise railways in declding on &
measure of preference? If so, is it desirablé to lay down any gene;?l
principlea for the guidance of such commibtees? For example, is it
possible to classify certain kinds of traffic se— - . . , ‘

‘(@) of Imperial importance, ' oo
() of local importance, )
and to accord preference accordingly ?

.

Chamber of Commerce Madras, 20t July, m!"‘ﬁ'G.
To tug Presipesy; Rainway Boamp, Banear Crus, .
‘ ' . Calowtta, -+ 7 : o
318, —1 beg to acknokv(lqggg;repgiﬁq ‘'of your letter No. 374
T-lﬁ%ﬁhe 8th ignst.ant. inviting the Chamber to sdod lts‘rapmqﬁt-
ative to a Conference at Caleutta,on the 26¢h idem, ind in réply, I
beg to inform you that Mr. H, P. M. Rae has'been elocted to
represent the Chamiber if he can arrahge to‘ge‘t'@whyf
‘ ‘ "1 lave, Bte, )
' Gorvon-Frasgs,

il m i, i 9
iy v WAl A "‘i;,,
o1

i

Qv

Chamber of Commerce, Md&rd#, mm‘a«zy,

To H. P. M, Rag, Esq,, ©
‘ Madras, |

' 618,
" Sin,—1 beg fo infoim you that ths Ohiibet bas udiminatad
a f:kias Ire;‘:-gségt;uivej‘tbv uitetid  the Railway' Coilfeiéiice on
Zgngostion to be held at Calcutts; on thé 26th itigtént, and hopes
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you will be so good as Lo accept the position if business circum-
stances permit of your doing so, 1 enclose a copy of the agenda
of the Conference.
I have, ete,,
T, E. WeLny,
Acteny Secrctury,

-

MANAGEMENT OF RAILWAYS

Badlway Board, Simta, 271 June, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,

Mudras,

Sik,— You are, no doubt, aware that the question of the Compar-
ative advantages of the management of railways in India by com-
panies and directly by the State has recently attracted mucl atten.
tion. It has twice in the last two years been discussed iy the Lsperial
Legislative Council, and it has frequently been considered in the
public Press, In the second debate in the Legislative Coureil the
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Ruilway Department said that
the Railway Board were carrying out a department
of the question, This investigation has been con
been mainly directed to an examinasion into the
but, owing to the widely div-rgent conditions
different systems of vailways i this country,
have been forced to the conclusion that it i
any definite finding upon statistical results,
therefore, to pursue the matter by an eaquir
side of railway working founded upon ever
those commercially interested in railways in order to determine
whether State or Company managed lines have rendered the better

service to the public, and they will be glad to be favoured with
: Chamber .
replies by your Association © the following quaestions : —

(1) What particular railway or railwa
most frequently have dealings with ?

(2) If with bot}éhSLalt)e and Company-managed lines, docs the
experience of your E"s%‘““m lead to the belief that the public are
better served by one than by the other in-—

(z) promptitude of despatch and delivery,

{b) in rates,

(¢} in the manner of dealing with complaints,
(@) in the care and handling of goods,

(¢) in the matter of passenger traffic 7

al investigation
wpleted. It has
valug of statisties,
which pravail on the
the Railway Board
impossinle to bage
They hve decided,
Y into the practical
yday experience of

¥s do your members
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3) If dealings are with one system of railway only, have
you S:oan)aints to make upder any of - the sub.heads to the
question (2)?

2. 1am at tho same time to enclose & short note in which
the Railway Board have attempted to bring together the main
arguments which have been put forward on tha general question,
Tt is thought well that you should bave a statement of this kind

before you, but it is not the intention that you should necessarily

Chamber .
i it i y e refer to confine
discuss it in your reply. Your ————re may p

their observations to these aspects of tbe case of which they bave
direct expeiience or special kuowiedge. The Board I;iesxre, ]t~he‘rf.
fore, to make it plain that they do not ask for more t.an reP 1;:5 c;
the specific questions set out at the end of the first paragrl:p o
this letter, but they witl, of course, welcome any remarks your

Chamber may wish to make on the more general considerations

AHB‘:UI&MUI]
involved in the case,

3. [ am toadd that this question of general policy with
- regard to the managemeut of rail-
* Upper India  ways is of immediate interest in
Oh“"rn%eB;nggb::g'ef fe.a0a As zvoar;):.eotion with the East Indian
gociations specially intereated. RailWay sentract which is termin.
able in the near future (if you think* that any special co;sldfara.
tions apply to this case I am to ask you to state bhen_l) and, sntme
the time that is left before the expiry of the contract is not tgo
long for & settlement of the numerous poiuts that will hanse, le
Board will be greatly obliged if they are favoured with an early
reply to this reference.

1 have, ete., .
T. Ryan,
Secretary, Railway Board.

{ENCLOSURE. }

Juway Board's letter No, 188—F, 16, dated the 27th
Enclosure to Railway Boar e

NOTE.

for State-management, or, in countries where railways are

at p’ﬂ:‘:::s;riv:be propert.y?for natjonalisation, may briefly be lstated

follows. 1t ie represented that the reeults of railway history all over

a; world are in favour of the State taking a larger share in the adminis-

: el‘ion of railways. It is, perhaps, alieged, though this does not appear

mba a point ou which stress is laid, vbat Stare-management is more

t“t)liciemi or ecopomical thap mapagement by private companies. And

?ﬁ is certainly urged that State-management achieves objects which it
is not ressonable to expect from private enterprise,

-
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2. The criticisms that have been brought against this wiew are
first, as regards tiie appeal to experience that, as a matter of fact, l,'
much the greater part of the railway mileage of the world is still held

by companies, and further that the existence of State-management or .

ownership in other countries conld be relied on as an argument only if j
had been adopted as justified on its merite, whereas thegfact is t.hriithl:
adoption of a State system bas seldom been the result of a definite
policy ; precisely as happeoed in Iadia #o in the great majority of cases
elsewhere the system has been largely moulded by Bnancial necessities,
Secoudly, as regards efficiency, it is said thut this necessarily varies
aod good and bad examples of working can be quoted under both
systems but that a general survey affords no ground for holding that a
tate system basthe advantage. It is added as a definite disadvan.
tage oﬁ a St.‘gcp i{gstgm that ib:i working is liable to be aflected in many
ways by political influence, and experience shows th
may b‘ey'véry verious. P that the consequences

* - 3, The main point, however, is one of principle—w
the objects of railway administrations and h(?w srg thesehl:et.:tot:lige%e
The opposing views on this poiut are, firsh, that railway should bé
administered as part of the machinery for the general development of
a couatry whether this is remunerative from the point of view of the
railway acoount or pot, that this task clearly cannot be demanded
from private enterprise which must have an eye to profits and thet
consequently railways fall of necessity within the domain of Stn:
industries, Oa the other hand, it is nrged against this view thay it ia
based on the assumption that railway profits are vicious and are seeure,s
only a¢ the expense of the general public; that this assumption i
incorrect apd' that therg is not in fact an antagonism between the ¢ i
wmereial principle of railway wotkiog and the general interests :fmi
country ; that, however, frequently it may be overlooked the fact remai .
that there is a definite and strong commuuity of interest betw en
railways and trade, neither of which can prosper without tke other ; c;en
consequently railways will do what they can to foster trade by all r;)ea:c
which, either immediately or in their nltimate result, they can m kIl
remunerative to themselves; that concessions in rates which w'\lla %
even in the long run prove remunvrative amount to & sabsid -thnm'
subventions in this form are open to obvious objections, and bbit, ch“
are certaio to ’aﬂ’ect very seriously the revenue from railways Dout;
;re‘exrreued farther whether in the working of rates for t.h; develo .
metit of its couatry State would be as efficient an private companies and
experience is said to show that State control invariably produces
rigidity in the rate system which interferes with the attainment of tha
maximum economic advantage to be derived from the interchan ‘f
‘{,““L?,“’?‘Z‘e" :néi preyex;cs the full development of trade which is eecﬁ:d
e freer and m i i
She froer and ore elastic treatment of rates by independent rmlyway

4, Ta India the system which bas grown &
great majority of the railways are ownged by t’l)mis s‘;‘;??g‘::iﬁne ; the
. three of these State lines are managed by companies, who have ae:cep‘tl;
share—about a tenth—in the propergies they administer, In the r “ma
history of India there are three main periods.  To begin with aliway
nataral, since they were the crestion of an English Govern ! private
enterpriss was favoured for the construction and ag o private

waye. It was found, however, that private enter Ministration -of rail.
Government sssistance and this Iedpto the form§§§?,i°ﬁ,‘}°dg",';$.'{i§{

companies. The particnlar system adopted was f
- o i
and for a time State agency exclusively was iavo::‘glt;o :’;i;l °ff§§'z'§é

"~ State an
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second stage. The transition to the third stage was a slow one;it
occuﬁied the years from 1879 to 1892 during which two committees of
the House of Commons, in 1879 aud 1884, considered the subject and a
very lurge volume of correspoudence passed between the Secretary of
the Government of India, The final conclusion, however, was
that there is room both for State agency and for companies, and gene.
rally, though there have been examples both of compauies’ lines being
taken over by Government and of State lines being leased to com-
panies, and each case has been treated on its merits and with due regard
to the circumstances of the time, the preference has been for company-
management. The Mackay Committee said in 1907, *‘the cousistent
olicy of the Government of India for many years hus been to arrange
or the railways in India, while remainiog S:ate property, to be leased
to companies which work them oo behalf of Government on a profit-
sharing basis, There is no disposition on the part of Goveroment to
depart from this policy which bas worked satisfactorily”, and the Gov-
ernment of lodia at that time accepted Lheir views. The question now
is whether a change of policy is desirable, '

5. The company system as it exists in India has been ecriticised
from two points of view. Oa the one hand, it is said that the com-
panies have 80 limited an interest both in respect of the amount of their

" capital and of the period for which the railways are entrusted to them,

that the real benefits of private enterprise are not obtaired from their
employment in raitway udmioistration. This argument, however, is
defective, since if there is an advantage in private enterprise the remedy
would be not to abolish the companies but to increase their stake in the
business, and it is seldom advanced.

6. The more common criticism is that the control of Government
over the compaunies in spite of its preponderating share in the property
is inadequate, and that this defect is accentuated by the fact that the
Boards of these companies are in London. .

7. The reply of those who support the compeny system is first
that some misapprebension appears to exist on the snbject of Govern-
ment control, the provisions for which as contained in the various
contracts with companies appear to them ample. (An extract from the
Railway Board’s Admipistration Report for 1914-15 summarising these

rovisions is attached for reference,) Secondly, they say, it does not

ollow that because Government own by far the larger share, they
shonld retain in their own hands the direct management of railways,
There appears, it is added, to be no opposition to branch line companies
in this country, though these are private concerne, owning and in some
cases managing railwaye, and the objection taken to the administration
by companies of the trunk lines of the cosntry may be due, therefore,
pot so much to a dislike of the principle of private enterprise as to
their English domicile. IFso, bowever, the opposition to main line
companies seems to exalt_into & governing factor what is a secondary,
though, no doubt, a very importuat, consideration. Finally, the feature
of the existing system to which objection is taken may prove to be
temporary. In the past, that is to say, the Boards of companies bhave’
necessarily beeg Joeat+d in Lonion because practically the whole of the
capital of these companies was held in Eungland, but itis urged by
those who favour company management thata change in these condi.
tions will gradually be brought about through a greater proportion of
capital being held in this country, If so, the objection will be met by a
patural process in the course of time, and it would be a mistake, if
private enterprise is on other grounds to bhe preferred, to bring all lines
under the direet management of the State in order to remove it.

2
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8. Ia addition upholders of the existing system claim that it has
positive advantages, They say that the present allocation of different
parts of the Indian system of railways to semi-independent administra-
tions produces a healthy competition and spirit of emulation which
would be lost if all were brought under State.management. They claim
that the financial burden of maintaining and extending the whole
railway syatem of India is clearly too great for the Government to bear
alone ; that the main line companies%an give material financial assist-
ance, and that if (Government were to buy them out, it would not
change the proportion of State and private contributions to the railway
property of the conntrY ; the State, while increasing its holding in the
main lines, would have less to invest in extensions, and the result would
be merely to shift the field of private enterprise.

9. Fiually, they say that very much the same considerations apply
ip the matter of administration as of finance. A policy of State-manage-
ment for all the railways in India would inevitably tend to centralisas
tion ; in this respect again the Government would be overburdened, and
it would be well advised according to this view to be content as at
present with a general control and for the direct management of railway
affairs to retain the services of the companies,

Extract from the Administration Report on the Railways in India
Jor the year 1914-1915,

The administrative control exercised by the Government over the
companies is as follows :—

The Company is bound to keep the line in good repair, in good work-
ing condition, and fully supplied with rolling-stock, plant,and machinery;
to keep the rolling-stock in good repair avd in good workiog condition ;
and to maintain a sufficient staff for the purposes of the line ;—all to the
satisfaction of the Secretary of State.

The Secretary of State may require the Company to carry out any
alteration or improvement in the liue, or in the workiog, that he may
think necessary for the safety of the public or for the effectual working
of the line,

The Secretary of State may require the Company to enter into agree-
ments, on reasonable terms and conditions, with the administrations
of adjoining railways for the exercise of running powers, for the supply
to one another of surplus rolling-stock, for the interchange of traffic and
rolling-stock and the settlement of through rates, and for additions and
alterations to or the redistribution of existing accommodation in june-
tions or other stations in view to their convenient mutual use.

The train service is to be such as the Secretary of State may require,

In order tosecure a general control over the rates quoted by com-
panies the Secretary of State has retained power to settie the classificas
tion of goods and to autharise maximum and misimum rates within
which the companies shall be entitled to charge the public for the
conveyance of passengers and goods of each class.

The Company has to keep such accounts as the Secretary of State
may require, and these are subject to audit by the Secretary of State,
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1l other matters relating to the line, the Company is made sub-
jeot Icg :he supervision aund control of the S'ecretlry of State, who may
appoint such persons as he may think proper for the purpose of inspectin
the line, auditing the accounts, or otheiWise exercising the power of
gupervision and control reserved to him. In particular the Secretary
of State has the right to appoint a Government Director to the Board of
the Company, with & power of veto on all proceedings of the Board, All
the moneys received %y the Company in respect of the undertaking,
whether on capital or révenue account, have to be paid over to the Secre-
tary of State.

All expenditure by the Compauy has to be stated and submitted for
the sanction of the Secretary of State.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 11tk August, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, RArLway BOARD,
Stmla,

St,—1I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of the 27th June on the subject of tlge rela.t.lve merits .of State or
Company management for railways in India, and to inform you
that yoor letter was duly considered.at a meeting of the Chamber
held on the 25th ultimo,

In"your letter you placed before us 'various questions to which
we reply as follows :—

1. The railways that the members of the Chamber most
frequently have dealings with are the Madras and Southern
Mabratta Railway and the South Indian Railway.

2. Both railways are Company-managed lines,

You further ask whether in the case of our dealings being
with one system of railways ooly, are any complaints forthcoming
under the following sub-heads :—

A. Promptitude of despatch and delivery.-

B. Ino rates. o ‘

C. To the manner of dealing with complaints.

D. In the care and handling of goods.

E. In the matter of passenger trafiic. _

aints are certainly made under these five heads, but
such gg:gllaints are general to most railways in -Indna. Consider.
ing the facilities at their disposal the Chamber is of opinion Ighat
the companies responsible for the management of t_hg two lines
mentioned above do the best they can under th.e circumstances,
It would be idle, however, to contend that in this Presidenoy we
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are satisfied with the present railway arrangements, and the
Chamber would advocate a broader and more liberal policy on the
part of the Government of India in regard to same.

The enquiry you put before us, however, concerns mainly the
relative merits of management by State or Company, and in

regard to this the following resolution was adopted by the
Chamber ; —

“ Resolved that this Chamber is of opinion that a strong
case can be made out for hoth systems of management, but that on
the whole the Chamber would prefer Company management
provided that measures were taken to bring into more effective
operations the powers of administrative control possessed by the
Government,”

I have, cte,
GorDON FRASER,

Chairman.

Railway Board, Simla, 18th August, 1916,
To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Madras,
Sir,—1I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
dated the 11th August, 1816, communicating the views of the

Cha.mber on the question of State versus Company management of
Indian railways which will be fully considered in due course.

I have, etc,,
W. King,

for Secretury.
e p——— et e

HALL MARKING OF GOLD AND SILVER PLATES IN INDIA.

Financial Depariment, Madras, 11th Norember, 1916,
To THE CralRMAN, CeaAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir, —With reference to your letter of the Hth December,
1914, on the subject of the intreduction of a system of hall.
marking of gold and silver plate in India, I am directed to inform
you that the Government of India, after careful examination of the
views expressed in the matter, find that it is almost unanimously
admitted that a compulsory system of hall-marking could not be
established, while there is a large amount of opposition to the
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introduction even of a voluntary system. They are of opinion
that the establishment of a hall-marking system sho‘u)d be left to
unofficial initiative and that the more considerable firms of gold-
smiths or silver-smiths are themselves in a position to protect their
wares by their own marks and to establish them in popular con-
fidence by the superior quality of their materials. The Govern.
ment of India, therefore, are unable to accept the propossls made
by the Bombay Presidency Trades Association, and they have
decided not to proceed further in the matter.

I have, ete,,
L. E. Kersgaw,
Adssistant Secretary.

THE EXPORT OF JAGGERY FROM MADRAS PRESIDENCY
TO CEYLON.

Madras, 21s¢t November, 1916.

To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Madras.

S1r,—We enclose herewith cdpy of a le!:ter we bave addressed
to the Government of India on the subject of the export of
jaggery from this Presidency to Ceylon.

The matter is of considerable importance to the sugar
industry of Southern India, and we, therefore, request the Cha_mbf:r
will be good enough tc address the Government of India in

f our application.
support of our app We have, ete,,

Parry & Co,
Managing Agents.
E 1 D .and S. F. and D, 8. and 4, Co., Ltd,
[ENCLOSURE. ]
Madras, 20th November, 1918,
To THE SECRETARY TO ROVERNMEXT, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY,
Delhi.
THROUGH THE CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT,
Madras.

—_ the honour to request that Government will be good
enousglg’to Xﬁeh:::ps t:o prevent the exportation of jaggery from the
Madras Presidency to Ceylon. N

resent are largely interested in refining jag-
'I;l::icf(:?pt‘lﬂ};esp:r;ozgpbsve erected three well-equipped and up-to-
fi:.!t% sogar refineriee in this Presidency.
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With the exception of some two or three months, during which
sugarcane is crushed at the principal factory, all three refineries are
dependent for their raw material upon supplies of jaggery.

These supplies are quite inadequate to keep the three factories fully
occupied, and nearly every year the two smaller stand idle for about six
months,

Whenever possible supplies of local raw material are supplemented
by purchases of raw sugars from Java, Mauritius and Mauila, but
the point we wish to empharise particularly is that the available sup-
plies of local jaggery are quite inadequate for the needs of the refineries
already in existence.

That such is the case is further empbasised by the very large im-
ports of foreign sugar into the Presidency, which, during the past three
years ending the 31st March, have been approximately as follows :—

1913-14 .., tons 28,132
1914-156 gy 19,068
1915-16 v g 18,669

A large compapny has recently been started in Ceyfon ostensibly
with the intention of manufacturing sugar from the juice and jaggery
of the local paimyrah and cocoaput trees, Supplies of such material
having apparently been considerably over-estimated, attention has been
turned to the jaggery wmarkets of Southern Indis, and purchases of over
5,00C tons were made last season for export to Ceylon.

The result to the sugar industry in Southern India is two-fuld, as
pot only has it been deprived of this Jarge quantity of local material but
owing to competition, prices of jaggery have risen to an alarming extent.

That purchases of Indian jaggery by Ceylon are possible is account=
ed iBr by the high import duty on sugar into Ceylon of Rs. 8 per ewt,
The Ceylon refiner is thus protected to this extent agaiost competition
and eaxi, gherefore, afford to pay more for jaggery than can his competi.
tors in India,

From a reﬁnigg point of view the relative value of jaggery to sugar
is approximately 60 to 100 and, after paying the import daty into Ceylon
of As. 12 per cwt,, the extra price the Ceylon refiner is able to pay for
jaggery is, vherefore, about Re, 1-1 per cwt., or say Rs, 21-4 per ton.

The following figures illustrate the position :—

The duty into Ceylon on 60 cwts. of sugar (the produce of 100 cwts.
of jaggery) is Rs. 180,

If, however, the jaggery is imported and refined in Ceylon, the duty
amounts to only Re. 75 (100 candies of jaggery at As, 12 per cwt.)

It cannot, we submit, be the intention of Government that one part
of the Empire should enjoy preferential treatment at the expense of
another, and we, therefore, reguest that early steps may be taken to
protect the sugar industry of Southern India from the unfair competi.
tion detailed above, either by the imposition of a suitabl
on jaggery or otherwise as Government may think fit.

We have, ete.,
PARrRY & Co,,

Managing Agents,
E, 1.D.and 8. F, and D, 8, and A, Co., Ltd,

e export duty
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 8tk December, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY To GovT., CoMMERCE AND INDUSTRY,
Delhi,

Sir,—It has been brought to the notice of this Chamber that,
owing to the high import duty in force in Ceylon on’ sugar, the
Ceylon sugar refiner is able to pay a higher price for his raw
material than can bis competitor in India, with the result that
Jarge quantities of jaggery have been diverted from India to
Ceylon,

The Chamber is given to understand that the supply of
jaggery available in the Madras Presidency'is, at all times,
insufficient to meet the requirements of the local sugar refiners,
who, in addition to this, now find themselves ca]legl upon to face
unfair compasition for their natural supplies,

This Chamber is strongly of opinion that the above mentioned
conditions constitute an injustice to the sugar refioing industry
of Southern India, and trust that Government will take such
steps as may be necessary to place matters on a fair basis,

With this end in view this Chamber snggests such export
tax as will place the Ceylon refiner on .a level with his competitor
in India. ‘

I have, etc.,
- GorRDON FRASER,
Chatrman.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 8th Decemper, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY TO GGOVERNMENT,
Madras.

S1r,—1 have the honour to euclose herewith a letter to ,t.he‘
Government of India, Department of Commerce and Industry,
on the subject of the export of jaggery to Ceylon and to request
ou will be good enough to forward it to the Government of
India with such remarks as the Government of Madras may deewn
fit to make. '
I have, ect, -

GorDoN FRASER,
Chairman,
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Financiul Department (Sep. Kev), Madras, 11th December, 1916,
To THE (CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir,—1 have the honour to acknowledye receipt of your letter,
dated the S8th December, 1916, on the subject of the export of
jagyery to Ceylon which will receive due attention,

I have, etc.,
R. H. CourTENAY,
for Chief Secretary.

ADVERTISEMENTS PUBLISHED BY THE
ADMINISTRATOR-GENERAL.

Adwdnistrator-fimeral's Office, Iligh Court, Madras,22nd Dec,,1915.
To 1iE SECRETARY, CaAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sir,—Tt has been the practice of this office hitherto to publish
notices calling upon all persons having claims against an estate under
my administration as creditors, next of kin, legatees or in any
other manner to prefer their claims to me on or before a certain
specified date, in one of the local newspapers in addition to the
advertisement of such notices in the Fort St Qeorge Gazette,
The rules framed by Government for the offive of the Admiois.
trator-General of Madras under the Administrator-General's Act
(T1L of 1913) require me to publish these notices in the official
Glelte only, lo order, thevefore, to avoid the expenses  of
unnece-sary advertisements to the estates in my charge, I have
decided to discontinue the practice referred to above with effect
from the lst Junuary, 1916. Notices to creditors
legatees and others will from that date appear in t
George Gazette only.

next of kin,
he Fort St.

I should be grateful if you would

k © gre . give as wide a ict
as possible to this iuformaticn, pablicity

T have, etc,

C. E. Opckgs,
Admanistrator-General of Madras,
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 28th January, 1916.

To THE ADMINISTRATOR-GENERAL,
Madras.

Sir,—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. D,
9518, dated the 22nd Decembef, 1915, and to mfornq you tl}at, the
Chamber regrets that you have decided to advertise notices to
creditors, next of kin, etc, from the Ist January, 1916, only
in the Fort St. George Gazetle, and mot in one of the local
newspapers as well, and to express tke hope that you will
reconsider your decision, Few people read the Guzette, and the
Chuinber considers that there must be very few estates whu:h
cannot afford to pay for the publication of phe notices, ete., in
one of the newspapers and so secure a much wider publicity.

1 have, etc.,
A. E. Lawson,
Secretary.

Admanistrator-General's Office, High Court, Madras, 31st Jan.,1916.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras,

Sig,—I am in receipt of your letter, d.ated the .'2'8th }nstant_

I am no longer authorised to incur expense in advertising in other

publications than the official Gazette. You should, therefore, refer

the matter to Government,
I have, etc,,
C. E. OpGERrs,
Administrator-General of Madras.

Chamber of Commerce, Madrus, 8th March, 1916,

To tnE CHIEF SECRETARY T0 (GOVERNMENT,
Madras.

Sir,—1I have the honour to enclose copies of corregppndence
that has passed between tbis: Chamber and Fhe Admlmstra.tor-
General of Madras op the subject of the cessation of the publica-
tion in one of the-local pewspapers, as well as in the. Fort St.
George Gazette, of notices gallmg _upon all persons having claims
against’an estate under his administration as creditors, ete,, to
refer claims to him, As the Chamber states, the Gazette is not
aidely read, and there must be fow estates which cannot afford to
pay for the publication of the notices in one of the ;;ewspapers.
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The Chamber, therefore, requests that Government will order the
resumption of the publication of such advertisements as hitherto.
I have, etc.,
GoORDON FRASER,
Chairman,

Judicial Department, Fort St. George, 3rd April, 1916.

To THE CHAIRMAN, CRAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sir,—With reference to your letter, dated the 8th instant, on
the subject of the publication in one of the newspapers of notices
regarding estates under administration by the Administrator-
General, I am directed to ioform you that under the existing
practice the application of the Administrator-General to the High
Court for Probate or Letters of Administration is published in at
least one of the local newspapers, and if the deceased is an Indian,
in his vernacular as well ag in English. In these circumstances
the Government do not think that there is any danger of persons
interested in an estate being kept ignorant of what is going on ;
and when a creditor or other person interested knows that applica-
tion has been made for Probate or Leiters of Administration, he is
fairly certain to keep himself informed of what goes on afterwards,
It also appears to the Government that™ publication in one news-
paper is not likely to be of much use and to publish in several
would involve an undue expenditure, especially in the case of small
estates. The Government do not consider that any alteration in
the existing procedure is necessary.

I have, etc.,
R. H. CoUurTENAY,
for Sem-elar_;,.

JUTE AGREEMENT.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 5th September, 1916.
To tHE CHIEF SECRETARY To (OVERNMENT,
Ootacamund,

Sir,—I have the honovr to enclose a letter to be forwarded
to the Government of India with such remarks as the QGoverrineat
of Madras may be pleased to make, -

I bave, ete,,
GoRrnoN FrasER,
Chasrman,
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, bth September, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY To GOVT., COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY,
' Simla.

. nour to inform you that, at the generg,l
S{R’__Ieti}::avzft?fe lé(ila.mber held on the 29th August, 1916, it
G ;ned "gthat tbis Chamber most strongly protests against
the aotic veof His Majesty’s Government whe}-eby’ Messrs. Ralli
e thers ¢ re appointed on behalf of His Majesty’s Government
Broth:rs n:s of ;tjlzxte for the Dundee Mills to the extent of the
so(lie u)ly;ajced by Government for sandbags and cl’oth. The Cham-
g:re:;evpvs with dismay the action 1of His Majesty ; _gozgzzztx;:&ti ;z
ivi of alien origin, and 1 Lt
gm?lg p:?:gre;)l:;oz;: aﬁfr::v members magy t’)e na..turali‘sed Bth.sh
:1]:)ge<§;sasnd staffed largely by aliens, to the detriment’ of British
y

firms staffed entirely by British subjects,”

: ini intment of a few
¢ opinion of the Chamber the appolntmen
i l; llél:it?:l? ﬁ‘r)ms would have been a serious injustice to othe;
;]imgs interested in the trade, but tl_le appomt.me.ut of_a ﬁl‘l}’l 0
ﬂ;?il alien constitution as Messrs. Ralli Brothers is inexplicable,

t for-
i ber supports most strongly the protest pu
d“l')rh‘:hg lgge;rJ utSpShippers Association and trusts that on
wgonsi(}ieration His Majesty’s Government will seo its way to
Eincel the monopoly granted to the firm in question.

i is confident that the Government qf India

. * Thl:,;,}(;;i‘:: Tvli)tel: éiecinjustice done to British firms in India

yvxll symde in the Dundee jute trade, and trusts that when forward-

!ntereste ég mber's Resolution to the Secretary of State for

ing Lhet,he ?}overnmenb of Indiz will strongly support the just
ilnsg:;; of the British mercantile community.’

I have, stc.,
GorpoN FRASER,
Chairman.

——

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 6th September, 1916, .

To THE SECRETARY, BENGAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
: Calcutta,

. to enclose copy of a Resolution which this
Ch xf;:; haIs :z%sed at its general monthly meeting held on the
a
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29th  August, protesting against the action of
Government appointing Messrs. Ralli Brothers,
sole buyers of jute required for the Dundee Mills,

His Majesty’s
as Government

1 have, ete.,
T. E. WeLsy,
deting Seeretury.

From Buled Jute Shippers Association, ¢
September,
Madras.

alcutta, dated the Tth
19165 to the Secretary, Chamber of Commeree,

Members of Baled Jute Shippers  Association, Caleutta,
assembled 1n generat nmeeting to-day unanimously expressed their
high appre:iation of the patriotic and loyal support which the
Madras Chamber of Commerce have given to the protests lodged

by the jute trade acainst the agreement between His Majesty’s
Government and Messrs, Ralii Brothers.

Linancial Department, Ootacwmund, 8th Septenber, 1916.
To Tug CratrMaN, CHAMBER o COMMERCE,
Madrus.,

SIR,— I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter,
dated the 5ih September, 1916, regarding the appointment of

Messrs. Ralli Brothers as sole buyers of jute for the Dundee Mills,
which will receive due attention,

I have, ste.,
R. H. Courrkxay,
for Chicf Secrctury,

PRESIDENCY BANK ACT XI, OF 1876,

Finance Departinent, Sinda, 13, Septcnder, 19186,
To e SECRETARY, ChnaMber or CoMMELCH
Mudyas,

4
y

Stk,—I am directed to forward a copy of a letter No, 709-A,,
dated the 13th September, 1916, addressed to Local Governments
and Administrations, regarding a ‘proposal to amend the Presidency
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as to enable the Presidency Banks
Bangs lAgxtl' zixlarzg 1c>8r76éef>2ntures of r'ailv.vays the dmIdend ::
i eat on which is guaranteed by District Boards, . t;ha.m ;1)
mterest that the Government of India may be furnishe rou‘%J
:ﬁ%ufocul Government with the views of the Chamber on the

proposal.

1 have, etc.,
A. A. L. PaRsoNs,
Under Secretary to the Government of India,

(ENCLOSURE.]

Finance Department, Simla, 13th September, 1916,

INISTRATIONS OF
- ;AL GOVERNMENTS AND ADM
To ALL LocaL Go CENTRAL PROVINCES AND ASSAM,

he Government of India that it is
I bas been;epg::;;&z?}:; ltia.nks Aot, XI of 1876, so as to
de %3 ks to deal in stocks, shaxes, and debentures
dl:)!; interest on which is gu?r:l:lbezd t’byegx:;:;::

¢
d (d) of Section 36 of the

Boards. Clauﬂﬂe t(ff )in(:'lgst? ;ln or advauce money on(:l degil:nz{‘:sy 03 :tggz
Premdguc%gﬁ:d Sby or on behall ol lt)il:)mc:ilfi"):; gémpanies, in which
securibien i i ities issued by r
aluthori:’ecioplm:g(::;Bﬁrils::iccl;r}ioards ig confined to a guarantee of interest
the parti

or dividerd,

Slt?l’ to amen
i a to

gs:ll:lne the Presidency
of railways, the dividen

i i ider that an
ndia are disposed to consi !
is direoti bly be made, But it
in this direction may suita
smendment o utledAt?g lt:lhem that it would be .d‘{:isabll?e to e(:(:::i[iisg:d “L';
has been suggesb(?ch Presidency Banks would ¢ 1;8 . Klranteed &0
securitios b e to those of which the interes tbm d%velo teed by
trans:ct. Pll;)s;:r?rld to levy 8 special cezs t‘{]oer qu:stion al[s’o at of
Boards empow oieyes and :
local light raﬂ%ﬂ& ;z(u]xieg:n shguld be imposed on dealings b{
ﬂan

9, The Governmeut of I

i i interest on whic

whether an i of railway companies, the in 0
iy povana by Dt Bt Lo 8l ere, 10 2t o
i ua i al dect A €
l;e‘:;e{ug“y' Before cmmi‘l‘izs ‘i;‘.)x:ellgnoy the Governor in O(_nmml i

iews of Tiis Honour the Lieutenant-Governor (in Counsil) on
roceve the view? yournviews d I am to request

: osal generally; an ques

these.polr:t;;}i’;';d tg“thﬁl‘ elegggrp you will give a list of the securities in
that 1n

Bombay, ete., to which the proposed legislation would apply.
- Bombay, etcs,

i has been forwarded to the Presidency

3. A czpyctgagl;:rge:: %ommerce at Calcutts, Madrasb Bowmbay,

ﬁ“ks’ont oa; deKamchi, and to the Upper India Chamber of Commerce,
ango
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with the request that they will forward their opinion on the proposal
through the Liocal Goveinment concerned.
1 have, etc.,
A. A, L, PaRsoNs,
UndersSecretary to the Government of India.

- Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 3+d October, 19186,
To THE SECRETARY To GOVERNMENT,
Ootacamund,

Sir,—I have the honour to enclose a letter to the Government
of India, Finance Department, on the subject of the proposed
amendment of the Presidency Banks Act with a request that you
will forward the same to them,

I have, ete.,
W. B. HunTEg,

Vice-Chairman.,

et e————

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 3rd October, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY To Govr, FINANCE DrparTMENT,

Simla,

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your
letter No. 710 A. of the 13th September, 1916, forwarding copy
of a letter No. 709-A. of the 13th idem, addressed to Local Govern-
ments and Administrations with reference to s proposal to amend
the Presidency Banks Act, XI of 1876, s0 as to enable the Presi-
dency Bauks to deal in shares or debentures of railways, the
dividend or interest on which is guaranteed by District Boards.
In reply I beg to inform you that the Chamber approves of the
amendment of the Act, except that it would limit the investment
to stock, etc,, of railways prescribed by the Governor-General in
Council under Section 36 (a) 3 of the Presidency Banks Act or the
interest on which has been guaranteed in perpetuity by District
Boardg. If the project is not good enough for Government to
Prescribe or for District Boards to guarantee in perpetuity, it is
not good enough for the Presidency Bank to take up, -

I have, etc,,
W. B. HunrE,
Vice-Chairman,
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N PLANT
- AND DEPRECIATION ALLOWED 0
INCOME-TAX AND MACHINERY. :

GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
FINANCIAL (SEPARATE REVENUE) DEPARTMENT,
@. 0. No. 159, dated the 9th September, 1316.

READ the following papers :—
G. 0. No. 2033, Revenue, dated the 9th July, 1913,
G 0 No. 8630, Revenus, dated the 12th December, 1914,

II

From the Madras Chamber of Commerce, dated the 7th December,
1915. -

From the M;:dra.s Chamber of Commerce, dated the 31st January,
1916.

ORDER :(— . .
‘ommerce, Madras, will be. informed that
o Clh:l!:b:erci:fiogo?f 6 pe'r cent. on the original valuefof
the ey ndp plant allowed as a deduction from profits for
pach\uery aur oses was intended to cover both the coet of re;ew-
mcome-tr post? of repairs and maintenance. T.he Government :ve
als ?‘nd ¢ ?c" examined the question in .the light of the prac 1c:
A i zhe United Kingdow and in t_he other Provinces o
%bcti?;n:)?x% ::gret. that they are unable to modify the orders already
n
passed. - -
t accept the suggestion of the C amber
2‘. tEhZasGetoe l;}x:)[:lﬁnies rggistered out of British I'ndx?_ith:
e ed for presenting & revision petition under Sect:ouB od
time alome Tax Act may be extended to three monthg. The. 0ar
ﬁ;eﬁfenv?:lg.will be requested to issue the necessary instructions to
0

incometax ofers. (True Extract)

L. DAvIDsON,
. Acting Chief Secretary,

Forwarded to the Chamf)er of Commerce, Madras, '
(By Order)
K. SRIRANTA AIVAR, .
Supdt.-in-Charge, Chief Secretariat,
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Clamber of Commerce, Madras, 2nd October, 1916,
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Bombay, Caleutta, Karachs,
Cawnpore, Delli, Tuticorin, Rangoon,

Sir,—I beg to draw your attention to the correspondence
between this Chamber and the Government of Madras on the
subject of income-tax and depreciation allowed on plant and
machinery (vide this Chamber's Aunual Report 1915, pages 108--
117) and to invite your co-operation in securing reliof from a
demand which this Chamber considers inequitable. This Chamber’s
case is fully stated in the Report.

I have, ete,,
T. E. WELBY,
Acting Secretary.

- ——

Upper India. Chamber of Commerce, Cawnpore, 11th October, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER 0F COMMERCE,
Madras,
Sir,—I beg to thank you for your letter of the 2nd instant, on

the above subject, and to say that the matter is being considered
by my Committee,

I have, etc,,
J. G. Rvax,
Secretary.

——

Chamber of Comanerce, Tuticorin, 131 October, 1916.
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir,—As for the question of income-tax and
allowed on plant and machinery, T am directed to inform you that
this Chamber is willing to give every support to any further repre-
sentation which may be made by your Chamber on this subject, and

I am to request that you will be good enough to inform me of any
further steps taken by you in the matter.

depreciation

I have, etc.,
G. ZruLwEGER,

Secretari.
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Chamber of Commerce, Bombay, 13th October, 1916.
To THE SECRETARY, CBAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.,

Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 2nd instant, I beg
to inform you that the question of tl_le deductions a}lowed for
depreciation of mill machinery and buildings, before income-tax
is assessed, has not 8o far been taken up by this Chamber as it is
a matter that more directly concerns the Bombay Mill-owners
Association, Copies of the correspondence that has passed between
the latter Association and the local Government on the question
will be found in the reports of the Association for the years 1909,
page 18, 1911, pages 25 and 116, and 1912, pages 13 and 49,

I understand that these reports have been sent to you
regularly. I bave, etc,
R. E, GREGOR PEARSE,

Secretary,

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 16tk October, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, MILL-OWNERS ASSOCIATION,
Bombay,

——Ag this Chamber understands that your Assoglatlon
had ?x:il:i,res:x:d the Government of Bombay on the question of
income-tax and depreciation allowed on plant and machinery,
I shall be glad if you will forward us your reports for thq years
1909, 1911 and 1912, as these reports were not filed in our
librm:y for want of accommodation. I enclose copies of corre-

spondence oa the above subject between this Chamber and the

roment (vide Annual Report for 1915, pages 108—1.17
ig:gr::cﬁzv:eparate (Sover) and invite your co-operation in securing
relief from a demand which this Chamber considers inequitable.

I have, etc,
T. E, WEeLsy,

Acting Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Karachi, 19th Octoder, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.

—I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2nq
: ta?:Ri’nvitinggattention to_correspondence between your Cham-
;,n:r and the Government of Madras on the subject of income-tax

24
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and depreciation allowed on plant and machinery, and asking this

Chamber’s co.operation in securing relief from a demand which
your Chamber considers inequitable,

In reply T am directed to inform you that my Committee are
of opinion that the cost of repairs and maintenance should be
debited to revenue and 6 per cent. allowed for depreciation and
renewals, This Chamber is prepared to support on these liney
any representation your Chamber may make to the Government
of India, :

I have, etc.,
E. L. Roaers,
Secretary.

Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, 25th October, 1916,

To THE AcTING SECRETARY, CBAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
: Madras.

Str, -1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter, dated the 2nd October, 1916, with reference to the corre-
spondence between your Chamber and the Governme: t of Madras,

on the subject of income-tax allowance for depreciation of plant
and machinery.

2. The Committes of the Chamber have read the corre-

. spondence, and they under-
Letter, dated .be 7th December, 1915, iti i
from the Madras Chamber of Commerce stand tl.xat the position |
to the Govern'nent of Madrag, Madras is somewlat ag fol.

] lows, The income-tax rules
provide that 6 per ceat. may be written off the original cost of
plant and machinery for depreciation. Your Chamber expressed
the opivion “that tha cost of the up-keep of the machinery
necessary to enable it to attain the life for which depreciation is
provided should be debited to revenue, and that repairs and
mainienance should be treated as distinct from the 6 per cent,
allowed under the Act to cover depreciation.” The Government,

d to accept this view, and have stated
that the anaual depreciation of 6 igi

/ allawed as a deduction from profits for
fncome-tax purposes was Intended to cover hoth the cost of
renewals and the cost of repairs and maintesance,”

3. The Committes have carefully considered your requesy
that they should co-operate with your Chamber ip approaching

Government in this matter, They are in sympathy with the object
that you have in view, but as'the point does not seem tu have
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i avi by members of the
isen b po complaints having been made by !
Z‘)rl:;?;]be:riiley feel tgat they canuact very well take action,

I have, ete,,
H. M. Havywoop,
Secretary,

Puynjab Chamber of Commerce, Delki, 22nd November, 1916.

To TaE SECRETARY, OHaAMBER oF CoOMMERCE,
Madras,

—_ acknowledge. the receipt of your letter, dated
Madrﬁzn’thel Zh:(; eult;)imo, in whigh you invite the attention G?f this
Chambe’ar to the correspondence between yourself and the gv:_rn-
ment of Madras on the subject of income-tax and dep;ecl’a ion
allowed on plant and machinery, and invite this Cham ;/} sdco-
operation in securing relief from a demaud yvluch the .3 ra;
Chamber considers inequitable. Your application wag coilsx Iere
by the Committee of this Chamber yesterday, and, in reply, I am
directed to say that the Commltte_e are pre.pal'ed.to supportta
representation to the Government in connection with the m:tt:dr
set forth in the terms of the procedure adoptgd'at home, ai 8 'ated
in the communication from the Madras Electric l‘mmwayi,gl émx L
in their letter, dated Madras, the 10th January, , 8D
o bodied in the Annual Report of the proceedings of your Cgamber
?:: the year 1915, page 113, fron}’ the words—* the practice ” down
to * expended on the machinery. I Lave, ete,

J. RentoN-DENNING,
Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 1st December, 19186,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Karachs,

i nce to your letter of the 19th October,.1916.
: %‘R}:X:léﬁif;fer's lett):ar of the 2nd idem on the sub_)pct of
in rep ytax and depreciation allowed on plant aod machioery,
mcomal-d be obliged if you could inform me what the precise position
§ ehou ur province and whether the Act is applied there in the
:;;:ni-odescgibed in our above-mentioned letter of the 2nd October.

I have, etc.,
T. E. WeLbY,
Acting Secretury,
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Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 1st December, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,

Tuticorin,

S1r,—With reference to your letter of the 13th October, in
reply to the Chamber's letter of the 2nd idem on the subject of
income-tax and depreciation allowed on plant and machinery, 1
should be obliged if you could inform me what the precise position

is in your province and whether the Act is applied there in the

same manner described in our above mentioned letter of the 2nd
October.

I have, ete.,
T. E. WeLsy,
Acting Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 1st December, -1916.

To THE SECRETARY, PUNJAB CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Delki,

81r,—With reference to your letter, dated the 22nd November,
1916, in reply to this Chamber’s letter of the 2ad Qctober on the
subject of income-tax and depreciation allowed on plant and machin.
ery, I should be obliged if you could inform what the precise posi-
tion is in your province and whether the Act is applied there in the
manner described in our above.mentioned letter of the 2nd October,

I have, etc,,
T. E, WxLay,
Acting Secretary,

Chamber of Commnerce, Tuticorin, 13th December, 1916.
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the Ist instant on the
of income-tax and depreciation allowed on plant and machi
beg to inform you that the custom adopted here by the authorities
18 that for the purposes of repairs and depreciation, 6 per cent. on

the origingl cost of machinery and plant is slone permissible as a
reduction in income-tax returns,

subject
nery, I

I have, etc,,
G. ZELLweukr,
Honorary Secretary,
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Upper India Chamber of Commerce, Cawnpore, 23rd Dec., 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.
i f the 2nd October,
—TI am directed to refer to your letter o S
on thsems,ubject of income-tax and depreciation allowed on plant
and machinery.

ittee note that the Madras Government will not
permxisca? ntlil;]c{fition from profits for income-tax purposes bof.h
annual depreciation in value and the actual cost expenLc}eg in
renewals, repairs and maintenance. This decision of the i da ras
Goverament appears to be distinctly perverse, since annua fep:le.
ciation in value of plant and machinery is, of cours;, pelr ectly
distinet from repairs and reneyvals_ necessary to kqep t ehp a:llt in
working order or the cost of maintaining the plant in such order.

ing i i i he Madras Gov-

iming income-tax on thl.s expgndlturet v
mgzt(:lv?olﬁldgappear to be acting without precedent, and it
srr:uld seem that a reference of the case to the .Government.of
India ought to prove successful in removing so obvious a hardship,

I have, etc.,
J. G. Rvan,
Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Karachi, 24th January, 1917,
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.
Sig,—With reference to your letter of the 1st December last

i iati *plant
j f income-tax and depreciation allowed onplan
:zdtgeacsbui?e?;t, ; beg to inform you that the procedure in force in

this Presidency appears to be as follows :— -
1) To add together the amounts allowed for depreciation of
plant(and machinery during the last twenty years.
(2) Deduct this from book value,
(3) Surveyor will allow b per cent, depreciation on balance.

(4) No separate deductions for repairs and renewals of
plant and machinery are to be allowed.

The Custom and Revenue Act, 1878, however, states -

. : isi tained
thstanding any provision to the. contrary con

- hl_oc?:elating tog income-tax, the Commissioners for ge::era.l

(1):: :;gl:iul purposes shall, in assessing the profits or gaine of any
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trade, mauufacture, adventure, or coucern, in the nature of trade
chargeable under Schedule (D)or the profits of any concern
chargeable by reference to the rules of that Schedule, allow such
deduction as they may think just and reasonable, as representing
ths diminished value by reason of wear and tear during the year
of any machinery and plant used for the purposes of the concern
and belonging to the person or company by whom the councera is

carried on,”
I have, etc,,
E. L. RooErs,
Secretary.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 2nd February, 1917,

To Bir GeoroE BArNES, CoMMERCE AND INDUSTRY,

Delha,

Sie,—The Chamber invites your attention to the question of
income-tax and depreciation allowed on plant and machinery dis-
cussed with you during your visit to Madras. You were good
enough to promise to enquire from other Chambers regarding the
system in force in the various provinces and to endeavour to
secure us treatment on the terms found more favourable, The
Chamber will be obliged if the enquiry can be expedited,

I bave, ete.,
T. E. WeLsy,
dcting Secretary.

o c————

Dept. of Commerce and Industry, Delki, 10th February, 1917,
To THE SEORETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras,
S1e,—With reference to your letter of the 2nd F
to the Hon'ble Sir George Barnes, I am desired t
Government of India made a reference to the
Bengal enquiring the rates allowed at, present for
machinery in Calcutta in connection with the assess
tax. I will address you further as soon as a reply

ebruary, 1917,
0 say that the
Government of
depreciation of
meat of income-
is received.

I have, etc,

A. H. Lgy,
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India,
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Dept. of Commerce and Industry, Delki, 21st February, 1917.

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras,

— utiouation of my letter No. 568.1. D, dated the
10thSFE§l’)ruilrly,cg917, Iam directed to forward a list showing the
rates at present allowed for depreciation in respect of various
industries in Calcutta for purpos.es.of ?.ssessment of net profits
under the Income-tax Act. Depreciation is calculated on the value
of the block as it stood on the last day of the preceding year, I
am to saggest that any representation which your Chamber wishes
to make oum the subject should be addressed to the Local

Government,

I have, etc.,
A. H, Lgy,
Deputy Secretary to the Government of India.

o

[ENGLOSURE. ] .

List showing the rates allowed for depreciation for various kinds of
induntries in Caleutta, .

1. Collieries %
' Ri team companies (10 per cen
2 lev:: li‘glft draughgﬂ and canal steamers, 10
7§ per cent, for large and ocountry + 4 to .

inland steamers, 4 per cent. for flats
and barges).

. 10 per cent.

3, -Jute and cotton mills i g "
4, Tramways o v
5. Hydraulic presses L I
6, Paper mills Las o
7. Bove-crushing mill 73 "
8. loe-making factories e L
9, Oil mills ol e N
10. Stk mills 5 '
11. Fiour mills o A
12, Glaes manufactories 9
13. Steam printing presses g om
14. Iron foundsries ... e 9 ::
15. Railways - "
Timber-trading companies ... ot
ig fdiobor cars used solely fur the purpose } 0,
of business ... T 15
18. Motor-taxis e e 1 .
19. EBiectiio ilnatmllatvons f : :
. rical tramways .
2(1) gl‘;zt{cal and dental i‘nsbrnments - 10 ,
22. Petrolsum and kerosine ofl eompsniea}'_' 20 ,
‘" (include tios, drumt;, taunke, eto.) o
t stone companies "
222' g::elglcal and phagmwu'vioal works ... ig "
25, Distilleries o - - "
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26. Cigarette and tobacoo companies 5 per cent,
27, Crockery, cutlery and glassware 20
{in botels and boarding-houses) b
28, Gramophone companies 0,
29. Mineral water manufactaring 15
companies (including botties) e ¥
30, Brick maaufacture and brick fields,
when the land excavated is not 10
filled op naturelly by tidal silt{ '™ »
from river
31. Sellac factories  ° 5
32. Type-writing machines 16
33. Lime companies - o ,,
34, Paiot works % .

LAYING IN STOCKS OF COAL.

East Indian Railway Company, Calcutta, 6th July, 19186,

To tHE SecrErary, CHaMBER oF COMMERCE,

Madras.

Sig,—I beg to advise you that we are now meeting all indents
for wagons for loading coal freely, and I shall be obliged if you
will kindly advise all concerned to take the opportunity of getting
in as much coal as possible while this state of affairs continues,
1t is, therefore, not necessary to grant special supplies of wagons for
loading coal for the purpose of laying in stocks as it is not antici.
pated that there will be much difficalty in meeting indents freely
even if they are enhanced as a result of the suggested procedure,

1 have, etc,
R. M. Cowwgy,
Acting General Traffic Manager,

T

Indion Mining dssociation, Caleutta, 20th July, 1918,
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Madras.
StR,—I am directed by the Commwittee to hand you herewith
for your information, a copy of their circulars No, T2-R of the 14th

July, and No. 75-R. of the 19tk July, containing correspondence

which has passed between the Association and the Fast Indian
Railway on the above subject,

I have, ete.,
D. K. Cuxnisoy,
Assistant Secretary,
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Circular No. 72—R, A
Indian Mining Association, Caleutta, 14th July, 1916.

To ALL MEMBERS OF TBE ASSOCIATION.

i ich has passed
j d copies of correspondence which
Mx“&:gotgr:;?ggi::d thepaeneml Tr.s&c Manager,‘ }L‘asb“_ndlu;
bll‘:i‘lv:g; in the above connection, are published for the information o

all members. D. K. CUNNISON,
Assistant Secretary.

avmasma———

Letter No. M, W,, 402-92, dated the 6th July, 1916,

From—The General Traffic Manager, Eagt !ndian Railway.
To—The Secretary, ludian Mining Association,

i ts for wagons
i n that we are now meeting all inden

1 1:;1% t‘;ﬁff}:ge)f;f snd I sball be obliged if you will 'l:i&trly ;d;?:
fo o 8ed to take the opportupity of getting iu as muc ot s
sl‘llﬂ?‘v‘v%eﬁz this state of affairs contin;xes.‘ Itbiil:‘g l&tﬁel&rre\ﬂ: e o
' i i ons for loa DY 4! e
o, sp::;a: ﬂp?;‘ii (x’xfotw:gticipated that there wllil be muzmaaifﬁ;
’:ylt‘;;gignn:eeting indents freely even if they are enhanced as a1
c "

the suggested procedure.

m————

Letter Na. 513 B., dated the 11th July, 1916,

¢ ining Association.
M—The Secretary, Indian Miniog : ‘
gg?—-’l‘he General Tratfic Mansger, East Indian Railway,

i ipt of your
i he Committee to acknowledge recelp
o %/‘Ire{:\tfedwhgwt, :f the 6th July, 1016, in whtcg zou fmgg‘istwtt?i?:
lelf‘e;nsre?ned'sh‘;\;ld be advised to lay in adequate stocks of coa
tt‘heepreaent; state of wagon supply lasts, . i the
The Committee propose to isiz.ze ygurilve:;e: (;:c:‘h‘olﬂ:‘?ue;: w&ssible,
i n be ;
recommenda;t(:}lz th:: y(t)llxl;; ¥ g:i:«: Oeo bg informed whether imt en:.a :or
butdb::o::d Borg\b@ are being met in full, and on this polnt perhsps
gf): :vill be good enough to advise we,

—————

Letter No. M.W,, 402.92, dated the 11tk July, 1018

From—The General Tratfic Mavager, East I'ndian Railway.

To—The Secratary, Indisn Mining Associabion. ‘ .

With reference to your letter No. §73-R. of the 11th instant, I beg
to remark ¥ SN i drae, these are

Au regarde indente (07 maRes o0, o o the ndents on the
bein, -metﬂ%tt‘i‘ct are concerned we are compelied to call upon ::,l;et B X,
%hﬁl;:::? tol supply wagons for thig trattic v one or more

¢ pointe. The reason for this is that the B, N. Railway can only
chang .

i { wagons vic Asausol and wa Gomobh,
take over & limited number © 8 %
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and if the E. 1, Railway supplies wagons on the Jherriah District for
loading coal to Madras they have to be booked via Asansol or Gomoh

loading to theee junctions becoming ‘congested and booXking having Lo
be suspended from time to time.

If the B, N. Railway supply their wagons through one or more of

the exchange points, the wagons are sent back loaded wig the exchange
points, and no cungestion occurs at either Asansol or Gomob,

-

A R et S e S e e,

As regards the supply of wagons for loading to Bombay I beg to say
that only on the lst, 3rd, 6th and 8th insuent, was it not possible to
supply wagons for loadiog ordinary public cosl to Bombay in addition
to the large quartity of Loco, R.1.M,, and special supplies, = It is hoped,
however, that a failure in this direction will be infrequent,

Letter No. 596-R., dated the 14th July, 1918,

FrOM- The Secretary, Indian Mining Association.
To—The General Tratfic Manager, East Indian Railway.

I am directed by the Committee to acknowledge receipt of your
letter No, M. W. 402-92, dated the 11th July, 1916, in -which

ou repl
to their reference of the same date regarding indents for Midrasefnﬁ
Bombay.

The advices in your letter under reply have been not
and T have been directed to enquire whether in view of t
getting stocks to Madras in the slack season, your Railway cannot ar-
range for the Bengal-Nagpur Railway to supply their own wagons aud
to make them over at the exchanoge points in order o avoid congestion
at Gomoh and Asansol,

ed cm:efully,
he urgeney of

An early reply on this point will be much appreciated,

Circular No, 75—R.

Indian Mining Association, Calcutte, 19¢) J wly, 1916,
To ALL MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION,

Memo.—The subjoined letter of the 15th July,
General Traftic Mavager, East [udian Railwuy, on the above sulject, is
now pnbh;hed for tll:edl.nf(;m.nabti]on of members, in continuation of t’he
correspondence embodied in this office ciren] 72

e, ular No. 72.R of the 14th

1916, from the

D, K, CuNNIsoN,
Assistant Secretary,

Letter No. M. W., 402-92, dated ths 15th July, 1916,
FroM—The General Traffic Manager, East Ind
To—The Secretary, Indiag Mining Association

With reference to your letter No, 596 R, of the 14th i I
beg to say that I have discussed this matter ith Superint onsten
Transportation, B, N. Railway, M the Superintendent,

iac Ruilway,
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i rd to the B, N. Railway making over

11 tg‘;m:veu::ogg %ﬂ%ﬁltg;; rf)%arequire\l through one oxl‘] more g;:h:

:xcha.nge pointa for back loading v.a one or mure of the exchang

poiuts. ' _ )

i N wever, points out that the

i he Su;:(:lngtﬁ;dg;ﬂ&lé&!ﬁf)tﬁ?&og }::.ve im,pgsed 4 _restriction of

dlﬂicu‘tyfhlﬁoawagous. daly vie Waliuir, all told. Of this number

a total 0 s daily is taken up by M. &S. M. and 8. L Railway L.ocoE

105lwa;§or:;0 wagons daily by specisl suppiies, leaving a balance o
:?:Ty ';g wagons g’)r any balance of coal and other traffie.

-

Fast Indian Railway Company, Caleutta, 19th September, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.

i in becowe very
—The loading of up-country coal has again b .
h Slﬁi;d :{‘ltzough there is no scarcity of wagons it 1s ot pos-
'ebsivyt:o meoet all indents for wagons for loading coal up-country in
?:ﬂle- this means if all indents were met in full more wagons
J

would be loaded daily than the Railway can reasomably be ex-
pected to handle. N t T
. circumstances, it 18 necessary to restric -
P:iero;l;eloaded with coal up-country d.axly to a figure which
2:; <l))e des;gpa.tched and carried without any difficulty, and we must

“be prepared, therefore, for the resumption of the special supply

system, a b i

r special supplies must, as hereto_fore, e made

f,f;:“ :ﬁ(tlllll::it:e(fio apscial indggt forms and submitted through
:ltxle game responsible authority as previously. .

It is to be presumed that advantage has been taken of the period

i hich all indents for wagous for loading coal up-country

during ‘:i » full to lay in stocks, and such heing the case it will be

R arefully to verify the amount of coal shown in the special

Decussary g being on band, as it is not proposed to give special

:ﬂ%ﬁ;:s a(,{ wagous for loading coal to pariies who have good

stooks of coal on hand. I have, etc.,

F. C, LEGGE,
Coal Manager,

s

Chamber of: Commarce, Madras, 29th September, 1916,

To THE CoAL MANAGER, East InpiaN RaiLway Co.,
o Calcutta,
Str —1 beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 1 of
)

a . 1916, informing the Chamber that all re.
the 3339;31. Sdlpet:?:;{y of wa’gons to load coal should be ade on
que
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the authorvised special indent forms, stating the amount of coal
on hand owing to the necessity of restricting the supply of wagons.
In reply I beg to inform you that the Chamber desires to have a
copy of the special indent form and also to be informed who the
responsible authority is,

I have, etc,,
T. E. WeLsy,
Acting Secretary.

Kust Indian Railway Co., Calcutta, 3rd October, 19186,

To TRE AcCTING SECRETARY, CHAMBR ov CoMMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo, I beg to
send you herewith 50 copies of the special indent forms, These
should be subwitted to me with an expression of opinion by your
Chamber as to whether the special supplies asked for are actually

necessary or not. This is done in each case by the Sub-Committeo
of the Bombay Chamber of Commerce.

I have, etc.,
F. C. Leace,
Coal Manager,

e —————

BRITISH IMPERIAL COUNCIL OF COMMERCE,

Britush Imperial Council of Conumence, London, 8th March, 1916,
ANNUAL REPORT.

S1k,—I have pleasure in handin

Report of the Council for 1915, which will be submitted at the

annual meeting to be held at these oftices, in accordance with
Rule 13, on Wednesday, the 7th June, 1916, at 2-30 p .

BUSINESS CONFERENCE, 61 JUNE, 191¢.

The Executive Committee ar

for the Business Conference to be
Juae next,the provisional programm
you in the last circular letter,
which, together with two additi

g you herewith the Annual

¢ completing the arrangements
opened in London, on the 6th
e of which was communicated to
dated the 30th December, and
ons, I am iustructed to confirm

as follows .—
(1) Fiscal Questions.
(@) The adoption of a system of preferential tariffs within
the Empire,
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(6) The question of preferential trade relations between' the
British Empire and Allied nations. o

‘ -

i 1d be taken within the Empire

The measures which shou o Empire
a,ga.in(scg enemy countries in respect of manufactured g &

hipping. . _ .
s pp(d)g Measures against the dumping of enemy goods within
the British Empire.

(2) Legislative Questrons.
(a) Amendment of the laws relating to nationalisation, .
(3) Compulsory registration of aliens throughout the Empx.re.
(c) The question of licences to trade and other regulation
ting foreign firms and companies.. ‘ ' .
e (1;)3 The prohibition of contracts with aliens which may have
ini jal trade.

the effect of restraining Imperia B

: Reform of Patents and Designs and Trade Ma:llfs l}g;, iv:;th
the ob?ect of establishing a uniform basis throughout the Empire.

i inci ial preference
ication of the principle of Imperia :
in t (a{;i)or'lr genda[:lggczgjustmenp of the present system by which
:il:)u?)’lze income-tax is charged within the Empire.

(s) The assimilation of Commercial Law throughout the
g
Euwpire.
(3) Voluntary action by Chambers of Commerce and
Boards of Trade.

(a) Limitation of raembership of Chambers of Commerce, etc.,
ritish-born subjects. N
¢ B(b) Appointment of additional Trade Commissioners by the
respective Goveroments of the Emplre.. o
(c) Encouragement of inter-Imperial trade exhlblt}ona. -
d) The promotion of closer trade and social relations within
the lém)pire and in relation to Allied countn.es. o
(¢) The organisation of increased baunking facilities,
i i to
i till open to receive suggestions as
The Coxtnn(l)lftt:;e”‘:viosle qugstion which might be cona&ﬁ_e;:dd
further aspzcei decided that, to facilitate the prqcegdmgs, a 11? e‘g
e er their representatives, shall be invited to su_uml;
Otambers any of these subjects, Whlf:h memoranda will be
mem_orand; . advince of the actual meetings. The Commu(;)tga
dim'l:utethal: these memoranda should be limited to, say, 1,
coosider

words on each subject or group of subjects. .
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Affiliated Chambers and Boards are reminded that in the event
of their gonginees on the Council being unable to attend, they are
entitled to appoint deputies, and that, further, it is proposed to
permit, within limits, the nominaticn of additional representatives
in‘order that the Conference may be in position to carry out its
functions thoroughly. It is essential that notice should be sent to
the Secretary of any appointments under this head, and in the case
of Chambers situated at a great distance from London, addresses
should be given where notices will reach their special represent-
atives,

RECIPROCAL TRADE WITHIN THE EMPIRE.

The Council have been asked by the Association of Chambers
of Commerce of Australia to circalate the following resolution

adopted by that body, in order that it may come to the notice of
all concerned :—

““That the present is an opportune time to consider the best
methods of bringiog British manufacturers into clover touch with

Australian markets and generally diverting to Great Britain and

her Dominions trade hitherto done with manufacturers outside of
the Empire by means of preferential tariffs and/or by impressiag
upon British traders the greater necessity of adapting themselves
to Australian requirements, and giving to Australian importers at
least equal advantages in the matter of freight and finance as have
been hitherto afforded to them by foreign manufacturers,”

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COUNCIL,
Secretaries are reminded that
sociated with the Council have been invited to inserg on their

letter headings, " etc., a notice’ of affiliation, and that block
this purpose will be ’forwarded free of charge, s for

all Chambers and Boards as-

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS,

Auvnual subscriptions of agsociated bodies for 1
due on the 1st January last, and I should "o hage rrame

be glad to b
matter from those who have not yet remitted, 8 ¢ar on the

I have, etc.,
CHARLES E, Muscrave,

Secretary,

1]
Chamber of Commerce, Madras,

2nd May, 1916,
To Sir Huen Frasgg,

Sie,—I am desired to inform
elected you as its re
Conference to be Lel

blorm you that the Chamber has
presentative in connection with the Business

d in June by the British Imperial Council of
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in the interests of this Cham-
Londou, and trust that, in t
S;m;r;e‘:c:;m bl; able to attend the Conference. . . 1
’ i i the Counci
. J. Yorke is the regular representative on
of thtdr.Ml:dr{s Col:amber and, if in London, will no doubt attend
the Conference,
i isi he British Im.
Shamber is advising the Secretary of the
i ’fhéofnhc?;nofe Commerce by this mail that you will attengl thcz
g‘?:z?erence in June as a representative of the Madras Chamber o
Commerce, . :
The following papers are enclosed for your information.
' I have, etc.,
GorpON FRASER,
Ckaz;rman.

————

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 2nd May, 1916,

RITISH IMPERIAL
To THE BEORETARY, B CouNoiL oF COMMERCE,

London.

i bas nominated
inform you that this Chaml?er
Si S;Rg’;-i‘:z%rtz;n;: adyditional representative to attend the
ir ‘

Conference to be held in June.

enclose a memot g'v' iefly i amber’s views
| andum giving brleﬂ' . this Ch !

 th sllxb'ects mentioned . in the provnsxona.l_ programme for
on e 2]

discussion at the Conference. I have, etc.,

GorDoN FRASER,
Chairman,

—

(ENCLOSURE.]
MEMORANDUM.

ineffi ling with
laxity or inefficlency in dea .
L fome hmi 3:: l:i:g;n ;ar broke out, and thedp::eﬁ:zeu‘: l:glll;tli‘:g
Germap firio3 lni n. under official supervision, ua n:n ceunylating
ing Sheir opembﬂtlm resnmably be made over to the hern;d ) owners when
profite, ‘:i‘;z‘;md il: highly reprehgusible. Cloeure shou
peace is '

duction of some measure of pratection is essential, In

. ber, the
2, The intro ajority of the members of this Chamber,

the opini::lng:etlhfsl:;%eu?nglishing (a) preference within the Emplie and
pylﬁem I

i Allies. Alterna-
i tween the Empire and the o
() prefelr)r:tll:}s';?("';? d‘%eb]fmdrquxﬂe in tl;elgpé:mot;) ::u:;:? g:nell;)b.e;sf"
Vet i the Allies won
:‘I"Z‘"{'ﬁ'“mﬁ 32‘:31‘??)"%“14 receive better terms than Germany and
that the

Austria- Hungary.
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. . 8. The countries at present at war with Great Britaio, and espe-
cially Germany and Austria-Hungary, should be compelled, when peace
comes, Lo pay special dues on any shipping using British ports, and if
any country subsidises its shipping or imposes special charges on British
shipping, retaliatory measares should be taken to equalise matters,
Precautions should ‘be taken to prevent Germans and other late enemy
owners masquerading as neutrals, and favourable treatment should be
deoied to any neutral country which tolerates such disguise through the
laxity of its shipping laws, There should be efficient cheeks on shi ping
combines detrimental to British trade, especially if the combine includes
any line in which late enemy owners are interested.

4, Aliens trading within the Empire should be required to take
out licences, and such of them as are subjects of Germany or Austria.
Hungary should be obliged to pay heavier licence fees and shounld receive
narrower grivileges under the licence than neutral traders. In the case
of aliens belonging to neutral countries the licence should be a mere
formality and the fees nominal, and the privilege accorded by the
licence should be extensive. It would probably be desirable to prohibit
ownership of land by Germans and Austro-Hungarians and to deny

them, and firms in which they are intereste » mining and other
concessions,

Banking and money lending by aliens should be prohibited except
under licence ; and in the case of aliens of German and Austro-Hungarian
nationality should not be permitted under any consideration, This
ruling should apply to Missions throughout India, whose influence might
be detrimental to the interests of Government and the welfare of the

country, Trading and the ownership of land by alien Missions should
also be prohibited.

derably more strict ; the
garians should be suspended

; persons, of whatever preyi
nationality, should be debarred from holdiog positions of trusls)t?;l:l‘)l;

8. Contracts with aliens which are fo
beiidietnmentalito t{)le interests of the Brit
olitico-economic alliance with that Empire should ips0 faet .
?oriea.blle ina ?ml"'t of Law, dFurther. if such contmé}cs {glcagebetgu:nny
material essential in war, and appear to be i
alien country a local or generalpxl)nonopoly R oy e o o

they should be punishable,
7. Double income-tax should be abolished.

und to be, or are intended to
ish Empire or of countrieg in

The Chamber is also of opinion that th i

Aals 1 € resumptio

ng mu:lt_ebl: tw(llm't restrictions, with Germany and Aus‘:ria?fﬁi:;:(rie’sﬁggleé
prohibited for, say, one year from the signing of peace terms,yin order

(@) to allow of the i h
diverted to munitiouresumptlon of former work by British factories

of labour taken awayfm&k‘m“' (b) to permit of the gradual recovery

"and Techno
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British Imperial Council of Commerce, London, 4th August, 1916,
‘ BUSINESS CONFERENCE, 1916.
in Landi herewith —
31r,—I have pleasure in banding you here
bll;t’Report; ofpthe proceedings of the Business Conference on
the 6th, 7Tth and Sth June last.
) (2), Report of a_visit paid by the Conference Del%%rates to the
TImperial College of Science and Technology, London, W.
3) Second Report of the London Chamber of Commerce on
« Trade During and After the War.

The last mentioned is included din Ziewtof th((ai fi;(;:e:ra:e?;::lizl

nference referred thereto, an narks,

:g:::{;irt?gl;t tggg(g;) nbzr somewhat obscure without the possibility
H

of reference. o
it i b may wish to assist in giving
poly lsl‘tl;;)ug:x; tl?;atw%:ll?ffb etr!:e In{perial College of Science
llgéyz arrangements have been made for supplying
additional copies of (2) where desired. . .
I may add that particulars of the action taken byt;;]be va:ie:):“;
ive Committee with the object of _glvmg_eﬂ‘ect to the
gve lu?ions of the Conference will be issued in due course,
B I have, etc,
CuArLES E. MUSGRAVE,
Secretary.

greater pub

R
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Burma Chamber of Commerce, Rangoon, 18tk May, 1916,
u /

To TRE SECRETARY, CuaMBER OF COMMERCE,

Madras.

S 1 am directed to confirm my telegram of date as fol.
IR,—

lows :(—

Please refer Reuter’s telegram, 8th instant, regarding Bill in
 Pleas

i ja Consolidation Act. Object of
HO“se-Lords s-upp‘gin?,;;‘i:gt({ngw‘f:srrule decision Privy Counc_il in
amending Secnogtate vs. Moment, vide Lower Burma Rulings,
case Secretary 10, thus giving Government arbitrary powers
Volume " p?l?lic and depriving them of their righs settle pri.
against th: pa.s to their interests in propPl‘ty'alnged be Government
va.ts d‘iggt;:n of Local Goverament here this connection has often
land. s

a6
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created public anxiety, This Bill has been introduced without any
notice to non-official community of India or Burmwa, who are very
seriously affected, and despite official promises that legislation of
controversisl naturs is barred during war, Actual weaning of
amended Bill is that if any Revinue Officer happened be opinion
any time that Government should claim certain rights against
any private individual such as rights over land, vo redress
could be sought against Governwent in civil courts, In Mowment
case Lrd Moulton said that *to shut out Civil Courts altogether
will be insufferable’ snd would mean reading into Act ‘provided
Governor-General in Council may deprive every suhject of his
suits remedies and proceedings.” But this is exactly what Bill
before Huuse Lords proposes to do. As matter is urgent I am
directed to invite you telegraph stiong protest to Secretary
State Government India Members Parliament and newspapera
urging that Bill be dropped. Legal opinions setting forth serious

consequences of proposed legislation being forwarded you by

post.—Burma Chamber.”

Reuters telegram referred to reads as under :—

“The House of Lords to-day passed the first reading of the
Bill supplementing the India Consolidation Act of 1915, The
most important provisious are the following :—Cisuse 2 provides
for insertion in Section 84 of last years At afier the words
“Governor-General in Legislative Counci.” the words “or a
local legislature,” and at the end of the section the words “ or
(d) in case of any law because it bars the right to sue the
Secretary of State in Council in particular cases or classes of
cages.” Clause 3 provides that the Viceroy with the approval of
the Secretary of State may declare eligible for appointment to
any civil or military office to which a native of British India
may be appointed the ruler or subjects of any State in India,
subjects of any State in territory adjacent to Ludia, ov members
of any independent race or tribe in territory adjacent to India.
Clause 4 provides that admission to the Indian Civil Serviee
of. Briti}zh subjects who, or whose parents, were wot boru in
His Majesty’s dominions shall be subject to such restrictions as

the Sgcrgtary of State with the advice of the Civil Service
Commissioners may prescribe.”

Below you will find the legal opinions indicated in my tele.
gram :—

Opininn, dated the 13th May, 1916, by B. Lentaigne, Esqr.,
Barrister-at-Law.

Ta thg Rangoon Gazette of the 10th May there is a para-
graph stating that on the' 8ih May the House of Lords had passed
the first reading cf the Bill suppiem nting the ludia Consolidation
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ing he important amendments
t of 1915 and stating that oune of t
\%:.a :he insertion at the e:d of Section 84 of the words ;—

“wor (d) in case of any law because it bars the right to sue
the Secretary of State in Council in particular cases or classes of
cages.” ’

Section 84 of the principal Act so being amended 1uus a8
follows .~ . N .

« 84, A law made by any authority in British India shall
not be deemed invalid solely on account of any one ur more of the
following reasons :—

- lin
a) In the case of a law made by the Governor. Genera’
Legis(la)tive Council, because it affects the prerogative of the
Crown ; or

i isite proportion

&) in the case of any law, because the requisite
of mém)bers not bolding office under the Crown is Tudia was not
complete at the date of its introduction iato the Council or its

enactment ; or

(c) in the case of a law made .by a local legislature, because
it confers on magistrates, being justices of the peace, the same
jurisdiction over European British subjects as that legislature, llaly
Acts duly made, could lawfully .c_onfer on magictrales in 1 :
exercise of authority over other British subjects in the like cases.

iment is to overrnle the deci-

he effert of the above amepdmen _
sion c')I; the Privy Council in the case of t!le Secretary of Stat9 for
1ndia in Council »s. J. Moment reported in Lower Burma Rulings,

Volume 7 at page 10,

ber in 1908 submitted a memo.tial to QOv.ern_mgnt
ob'ecrgi:‘; (t:: :‘I:Ie iarious local enactments barring the 3\.msd|_cnoa
fJCivil Courts in suits against ‘Qovernient and also in suits as
zetween private individuals in vespect of Government land, and
inting out the anomalous positinn which had arisen and also t.he
P bat such provisions had enabled Government fo. ax:bmarlly
fhos she ublic navigable waterway leading to Munshi Morad
clos? § f,mn and then plead the bar with the result that fqr
B a‘at's both the Civil and Revenae Courts refused to h_ear h'm
oaiey tylfousxh the Goverament action ia effect rendered his mill
c)mlm The case in question had become a public scandal and a
orote i 85 of Government oppression, whilst the law reports also
e 'canumerous cases where private individuals were preyented
contamming their private disputes as to their interests in pro-
fm? s:\leged to be Glovernment land, notwithsta.nding the fact
t:;t;yGoverument was most probably upnuf:lly forc_mg t.hem to pay
the revenue of such land. Th.e memorial in guestion is the first
ove on the file returned berewith,
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Subsequently the point was raised that these provisions were
all illegal and the Full Beach of the Chief Court decided to that
effect. Government then appealed to the Privy Council and the
Chamber considered that the matter was so important that it
provided the funds for contesting the appeal with the result that

the Chief Court decision was upheld and the enactments in
question were held to be illegal.

Notwithstanding the fact that Government has openly pro-
claimed that no contentious legislation is to be taken up during
the war, it has now seized the opportunity to propose this Bill
when everybody’s mind is occupied with the war, and this gross
breach of faith has possibly escaped attention in India.
however, has probably had worse incidents under the ena
in question than India where public criticism j

stronger, and it is also possible that the dang
realised in India.

Burma,
ctments
8 usually much
ers are not fully

If the Chamber proposes to object to the proposed legislation,

it will be necessary to send a strong cablegram protesting against
it to the Secretary of State and requesting that the matter be at
once dropped and postponed until after the war. A similar

communication might also be sent to the 7imes and to the
other Chambers of Commerce in Tudia,

Opinion, dated the 15th May, 1916, by T. F. R. McDonnell,
Esq., Barrister-at-Law ;—

I think I might add something to Lentaigne’ >
gne's note to you.
I have read through the file of the Chamber relating to the ngcr

Burma Towns & Village Lands Act. 1 desire to call your attention
more especially to certain documents therein  which I have
flagged :—

(1) The printed memorial of t} Burma ¢ .
3d Augost. Tagns 1¢ Burma Chamber, dated the

(2) the printed memorial of the Li )
Commerce forwarded t Raogoon for a ot g mber of

1909, pages 1. 6 to 26, 36 (e 56 s pproval on the 3]st March,

(3) JIESS!‘S. J W Darwood & Company’s let o €
. . t h S .
t&l‘y to the Burma. Chamber, dated the 16th I\Iaicherltglg 'eandcrc
) H

(4) the printed relport of the arguments at the heariny
ci

b f th ivy il ¢ o '
BZO?;Znt.e Privy Council of the caso of the Secretary of State vs,
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Section 84 is as follows :—

“ A law made by any authorizy i
deemed invalid solely on account ol an
e by the Governor-General in

.ase of a law wade by .
Legis(&)ti{': gl:m::iéll, because it affects the prerogative of the
Crown ; or 3 ; f
' : the requisite proportion o
i ase of any law, because _ :

(6) tlzel‘:o]ding office under the Crowa in India y\ias u}::
men:)tl)::: :t? the date of its introduction Into the Council or 1
com

ments ; Or )
emw‘;( ) in ,the case of a law made by a locfal tllegu-xla.tm-e;hgecsziu.;:::
; i ing justi the peacs,
i { trates, being justices 0 ]
i C.Ol’l?e:.s onov?ragﬁn'ope;n British subjects as that legislature, tt;ly
Jurlsd‘s ']0 n made, could lawfully confer oa xpagxstr?};lis mB : he
ACt:ciseuo)E author’ity over other British subjects in the like cases.
exe

i - held as wrong and immoral by

i hﬁz ?al.:;)tz ?:;xcl)duce in a Consolidation Act .s%m-e
Ptomwcl)?nlseg‘il;latioxgl which involves a novel 'ﬁm(f:;[;lte, tg:, :vlg:fo::
i ing change. e fact, s
likely t?.aﬂecft tsl?;n ;,if?yr.ré%cﬂ:ii Sectign 41 of t!le Lowgr Bu&-ma
the declsion %'Ha o Lands Act was beld to be intra wveres oei
Towns and tlh gImperial Legislature from introducing ?Ing_ve.
not ?’bls: ]i;ea ansolidation Act affecting the Goventliaur::e v(:he : :i ;
rioaip i , is done in war
and this, you “;g;ngniil:gﬁemment of India, apd.theb(']o:(.arn:,
Lmperiod Goverri de endencies have declared that it is objection-
ments of all Joce anp ‘]egislation which is of & controversial nature.
aple 1o mtrodutz t h);s been introduced in spite of .repeateti repre.
The proposed cthis province and without any notice to the no;l-
et . ity of Burma or India who are very senc;ushy
official com ); that if any Revenue Officer were to t.>e of ; te
aﬁgc.ted. Ir me:-i\’:ne that Government sh.ould claim ce;tamdng 8
opivion at any ivate individual, such as rights over lali , al,n v;?;e
R e oo ers granted to him under any act of a local pro t
to execute pow nogredress could be sought against Go;e:imgez_z
cial .leglslatul'e is a provision in such local act as is mcz z in
gro‘:}dgd“t h:frethe Lower Burma Towns and Village Lands Act.
Sectio

Thi tion reads as follows :— N .
"1“1‘]11; S6(1:‘1'!00 Civil Court shall have jurisdiction to determine —

under this Act, is to be determined by

n British India eball not be
y one or more of the follow-

(a) spy matter which,
ue Officer ; ,
o R(ebv)e:ny claim ;o any right over land as againet the Govegn-

ment,”
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The objection of the public, as indicated by the names of the
subscribers to the costs of the Appeal to the Privy Cougcil
Moment's case (these names are at the end of the Chamber’s file)
is due to the fact that experience has taught us in Burma to
mistrust & Revenue Officer who is bound by no rules of law such
a8 control the decisions of a Civil Court, who is not bonnd by the
rules of evidence such as obtain in Civil Courts, and who fre.
quently (from my experience in this country) gives decisions which
in his private capacity he would be the last to approve cf. An
appeal from such a Revenue Officer lies to another Revenue Officer
who is just as much unfettered by rules of law or evidence. It is
the fashion nowadays with some people to ridicule the procedure
of the Civil Courtsin India, and at Home but I venture to say that
our rule in India based as it is on doing justice between man and
man, and man and Government has been built up, as has the
judicial system of England, on the experieuce of years. The
persons who deride the Civil Courts do not realise that their rules
of evidence and procedure are the product of many years of
experieace in England and elsewhers, and I think it will be a bad
day for the ‘mercantile community if some of their interests are
at the mercy of revenue officers whose discretion may not be
commensurate with their power, Let us assume that the Bill ia
passed by. the Parlinment it means that any Revenue Officer may
take it into his head to claim rights over any land on behalf of
Government as to which at pressat the holders are under the
belief they have an indisputable title. Their title will be decided
by the very person who assails it, and his superior officer will
decide the appeal, The case of Munshi Morad Bux which is
referred to in the Chamber’s Memorinl of the 3rd August, 1908
was only one of many instances which we have seen in Bl,uma o%
high-handed action on the part of the Executive, Ag is pointed
out in paragraph 6 of the Chamber's Memorial even in England
the Crown can be sued in such cases, and I wight mention that the
tendency of the Indian Legislation to exclude the Jurisdiction of
the Courts, and to leave an aggrieved non-official to seek such

may be wglling to grant, i

seek any remedy from the courts. In England
assessed to income-tax on g wrong p o ) o L are

rinciple the Judges of th
Supreme Court may be moved by us. In India we mﬁs: :1)ppeu:l3
from the Agsessor of Iucom.e.’l‘ax to the Collector of Income-Tax
and from him to the Commissioner of Income-Tayx, Although the
decision of the Privy Council was direc

' ted at Scction 41 of th
Lower Burma Towas and Village Lands Act ydul(;:ill a:e thu.:
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a Acts as are mentioned in the I‘iv?"P°°1
Memorial which contain equally pernicious

there are other Burm
Chamber of Commerce
provisions,

1 would like to
5 of the proof of the r

Lord Moulton :—
for his land. Do you say t

Sir Jokhn Edge :— " What remedy has he now ?”

—4TIt is only to
the Secretary of State):

Mr. dpzﬁ::;e( It‘:lc:irs Act applies. Quveroment say they htakehaﬁ
:g:?:ntinfor themselves and that they shall determine who sha.

oceupy it.” "
Sir John Edge :—* But what remedy has he?
Mr. Dunne:—* He has none legally but he can go to the
Rwenua.Oﬁcer and represent matters.
And later oo page 6 of the proof

Lord Moulton :—* To shut ou
would be insufferable.”

refer you to the following passages on page
eport of arguments in Moment's cage ;—

« Before the Act a man could bring a suit
hat now he can’t?’

t the Civil Courts altogether

And later on-the same page

| T ou asking us to read into the
S .S@"r s{,’i,he" sfcalliqe v:vordsA::: ythese :—* Provided the Governor-
ection

1 of Iodia in Council may deprive every subject of all his
o) cil ma
glei:: remedies and proceedings .

i intended to

M Dt N ety Brovents the subject from
ﬁea:linv:zltto apply by petition of right.’
f i b el £,
I cannot see ”#’;;‘c gmwant you to tell me is what sust remedy or
;;zca::i?nr; Kas Moment got ?

My, Dunne :—* He has none,
remedy at all.”

Lord Atkinson . —

My, Dunne:—*I am not prepared, to tell you that.”
e .

I say he has no legal right or

“Where is he to go to get redress?’

a concrete case, Suppose Government were

Lit Tec,ll:iwxﬁ l::bthe whole of Block A which, I believe, is‘the
to make
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valuable block in which the Bombay Burma Trading Corporation,
Grahams, the Strand Hotel and Darwood’s land is situated, In a
Civil Court such a claim would be unsustainable ; the Limitation
Act apart from anything else would be pleaded. Such a plea
might or might not be accepted by a Revenue Officer. There is
nothing which compels a Revenue Officer to abide by the laws of
limitation any more than by the laws of evidence. If I may make
the suggestion I think immediate action should be taken in this
matter, a telcgram sent to the Secretary of State and the Local
Uovernment and a meeting of the subscribers to the costs in the
Moment cuse might be called.

I have, ete,,
C. A, Currriss,
Secretary.

————

Telegram from Burma Chamber of Commerce, Rangoon, dated the

19th May, 1916 ; to the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce,
Madras, :

Please refer Reuter’s telegram, 8th instant, regarding Bill in
House Lords supplementing India Consolidation Aet, Object of
amending Section 84 (d) is to overrule decision Privy Council in
case Secretary State vs. Moment, vide Lower Burma Rulings, Volume
7, page 10, thus giving Government arbitrary powers against
the public and depriving them of their rights settle private dis-
putes as to their interests in property alleged be Governaent land.
Action of Local Government here this connection has often

very seriously affected and despite official promises that legislation
of controversial nature is barred during war,  Actual meaning
of amended Bill is that if any Revenue Officer happened be opinion
any time that Government should claim certain rights against any
private individual such as rights over land go redress could be
sought against Government in Civi| Courts.
Lord Moulton said that to shat oyt

ay deprive eve je

of his suits remedies and proceedings.y Bupt this Ei:y :::i;;:b
what Bill before House Lords proposes to do, As matter iz
urgent, I am directed to invite you telegraph strong protest
to Secretary State Government India Memters Parliament and
newspapers urging that Bill be dropped. Legal opinions setting

forth serious consequences of broposed legislation bej
You by ot P g ou being forwarded
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Burma Chamber of Commerce, Rangoon, 29th May, 1916,

To THE SEORETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.
i . legal
— directed to enclose a copy of a further leg
o iniflxsnan fbizul‘lct, and to suggest that it would be an advantage
ifp you could induce Native Associations to oppose the passage of
the amending Bill now in the House of Lords,

I have, etc,,
C. A. CUTTRISS,
Secretary.

Burma Cbamber of Commerce, Rangoon, dated the
Teleg;a;x;l {\;T; 19186, to the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce,

Madras,

atched following cablegram to London Charger
and X:iltl:v;g?gct similarly. ngins. Consolidation Act befure
Parliament affords Government extremely arbitrary powers and
deprives people their rights in Civil Courts. We invite you to
strgngly opposeit, Suggest interviewing E. U. Eddis, Bamsterl-
at-Law. Eods. Eddis appeared in Moment case and knows al

the facts.

Madras, 3lst May, 1916,

To TBE SECRETARY, CHAMBER of CoMMERCE,
' Madras.

. . be
-_— ow had an opportunity of going through t
paperssmr’ece‘invr:dhal:; l;'ou from the Burma Chamber of Commerce

relative to the above matter, and beg to advise ag follows :—

ing in view not only the protest formulated by the Burma
Chamlli)::l%% l(l;o::l‘;nerce, bu{ also the opinions on the proposed
endment to Section 84 expressed in most of the leading papers
?mBritish India, as also the published views of leading lawyers, it
in to a certain e,axtent, unnecessary for us to further impress upon
v Chamber the necessity of most strongly opposing the pro-
yourd amendment in every way possible, and we do not, therefo}'e,
pr:;ose to deal with the matter as fully as we shounld otherwise

have done.
ight it may appear that, whether or no the proppsefl
B e e W o ot
:mx:ztter of little importance to Southern India, but we think
7



310 INDIAN CONSOLIDATION ACT OF 1915.

A A

R e o U

that a more careful readin

g of the new clause will refute any
such idea.

Should the amendment become la
arise is this; “ A law made by an
shall not be deemed invalid solely b
the Secretary of State for India in
classes of cases,”

w the new position which will
y authority in British India
ecause it bars the right to sue
Council in particular cases or

We would call the attention of the Chamber
to the words “in particular cases or classes of c
it will be observed that no specific cases are given, and so far ag
we can see there is nothing to prevent this new law being made
applicable to any future legisiation that may be placgd_ on the
Statute book, or, for the matier of that, to any existing l.aw
merely by the addition of an amending clause stating that Section

84 of the Indian Consolidation Act of 1915 shall be applicable to
such law.

most particularly
ases,” from which

From the various newspaper articles to which we h
ously referred, the Chamber will have observed that the propored
ery root of the rights of the subject

which has existed from the days wuen
1e Government of India from the Hast
eover a right which was at that time

retained, namely that the subject should
t the Government,

ave previ-

against the Crown, a right
the Sovereign took over t
India Company, and mor
specifically recognised and
have a right of suit agains

Since that time various enactments have been passed by the
Government of India making the subject

[ . s right of suit more
difficult of attaioment, ag, for instance, the formalities necessary
under the Code of Civil Pr

C ocedure prior to suit against Govern-
ment, and the provisions of the Limitation Act,

It may or may not be within the krow
that as in the case reported from Burma,
property by Government are of
We have on our offic
situate at the wester
been in the

ledge of the Chamber
encroachments op private
frequent occurrence in Madras.
® records an instaace where valuable property
n end of Broadway, Georgetown, Madras, has
possession of a certain caste for maby years prior to

ment of Madras. The ve, however, so far done
nathing in the matter, and the Municip

ality are actaally at the
present moment engaged in building on such land,

. 211
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jece of land situate at

e, insltangewa;e?lifzbats(Zdain ‘i)ecember, 1909,t ::: (;(1)13

el Thhe a'na.me of the new owner. In lesz than_four

s roperty had by some means or other go Jo the

T e avern: ent land, a fact which was dlscqvere]occl; i

Regcilste: ?lsng;ertnlﬁ owner, and, on & protest being ged,
accidenta

Government withdrsw their claim.

o that the proposed amendment to

It is in cases such as thes the grossest injustice to private

the Consolidation Act will cause
individuals,

hy on the grounds of
i t out shortly the reasons w 0ds of
iusti Hatl';lenghr:,,o:bsei should protest aglgu.xst. tll;: ‘;’)ir:gor(i :lzs?ph?fil:; ‘
T il “hamber should in ou

wl? w‘l:o::s% :.I;:tintsl;et(l:: Mml}eans by which it has been sought to
ally p

btain the force of law to the Indian Consolidation Act of 1915.
obta

i i atter of
to Section 84 alone iz a m )
n‘;l mt;zzton which the European and native
led to an expression of opinion,

The proposed ame

18y, an

extreme CODtrovers !
commanity of India are entit

h on this point we speak from
v unde;stsxicdt c!:)l:s)::;,intsh (::xidry other clauses to wh:cl;) e;l]hte,
report ooy, L8 1d not be given without some attemps farg
force of law shou the views of the country thereout. So 5
made to skcertult attempt having been made to ascert a:)un lsum
however, from an{ have taken extreme measures n(t) re{,ent
views, Governmf’:ws receiving publicity, butl. evtehn t(e)tiof eat
prevent sgch h"t they have not yet made public the t o the
criddelam, 10 b o f gs we have been able to ascert,mn1 out
Bill, a courso 8 C;:mber sbould also protest most scrongu{izga at
rec?de.nt- o%hshis nature being brought into force g
legislation

existence of the present war.

i hat the Chamber should as
tter up, we consider t! h
To sum t:ls?bnl): p:)teft against the pr0p0»s;lhAct0§) 1& iz{n,:e:g:
stroogly a8 po to the Secretary of State, (..L yd blainiog the
olo cablegrfa.::)me member of the Honse of Lords
assistance o

test, and (3) if necessary by a letter to one of the leading
rotest,
. .
English newspaper |
o the enclosufes sent to us wllt(lil your letter of the
29thvi¥x‘:t:e:;:rreceipt of wbich kindly acknowledge.

We have, stc,
KiNa AND PaRTRIDGE,
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Chamser of Commerce, Madras, 8th Junés 1

To THE Rionr Hon'sLe His MasgsTy’s
SecRETARY OF STATE FOR INDIA,
London,

8Bm,—1I have the honour t i blegram
despatobed to-day by this Chamgeg(:?_?rm the following cableg

“Madras Chamber C Pt
about Consolidernn wor Commerce in view of controversy aroused

; B ;
till considered no:-oﬁ"}!‘:i:rw“u“y Yequests postponement of Bill

and full information egy be:‘:::::’:eg?ed on statement of reasons

I have, ete,,
T. E. Wrusy,
dcting Secretary:

p—

T
eleglrgl:;] f;ﬁi; Bfg'f?;‘. Ct};aabe' of Commerce, Rangoon, dated the
Madras. ? e Becretary, Chamber of Commerce,

Have tele
Togard to S%g;:a‘.)t};w‘skona&“ Chamber as folows Begina. With
Act cousider it alto 'y 0nouncement Iodia Consolidation
Citculariaing every M Bether UBsatisfactory make suggestion your
12use No. g e sh ember of Purliament advocating withdrawal of
ould be willing to join sharing expense, Ends

a h
Bgest your sending simile, cable to London

——————

To 1z g Chambey of Commerce, Madras, 27th July, 1918.
ECRETARY, Bypuy CHAMBER oF CoOMMERCE,

S!R, I Rango(m,
1og the text, gfr:ply 0 your telegram of the 18th instant, forward-
Chamber of Com cablegram which your Chamber bas sent to the
e Members otm;rce-’ Londop, asking it to circularise it amongst
No 2 of the Indi arliament advocating the withdrawal of Claus®
fcian Consolidation Act and suggesting that this

Chamber take aim: X
inform yoy te Similar action with regard to the above, I beg t0

h hat this C
pendip . hamber has gl d and that,
g further information, it propoae: :?fe{\vg l::e:tfrs :un that.

1 have, etc,
T. E., WsLpY,
Acting Secretary:
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Port Trust, Madras, 10th March, 19186,

To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras,

Si,~la accordance with the terms of the subjoined Reso-
Jution of the Port Trust Board, No. 320, dated the 3rd March,
1916, I have the honour to invite the consideration of your Cham-
ber of the proposal made therein for the imposition, because of
war conditions, of *super dues” on goods and on shipping using
this port.

2. I ought to explain that the Port Trust is still some Rs, 18
or Re. 20 lakhks short of the money it needs for the improve-
ments which it now has in view and that it is very desirable that
it should bs in a position to borrow this money so as to get the
works in question completed in time, if possible, for the resump-
tion threughout the world of normal conditions,

8. The favour of a very early reply is requested.
I have, ete,
Frawcis J. E, Sering,
Chairman.

{ENCLOSURE. ]

wivoot acesdings of the Trustess of the Poré of Madras, dated
E of procesdings of §rd March,jlmﬁ. f ! tha

320. Read a note by the Cheirman, dated the 20th February, 1916,
proposing super dues, because of war conditious, of 25 per cent, over ihe
cacrent dwes on imports aund duss on exports and 50 per cent. on port
dues,

Resolved, unanimously, that the suggested super dues are peceseary,
but that before submitting the proposal to Government nuder Seotion 45
of the Madras Port Trosv Act (LI of 1915) and Sections 33 and 34 of the
Tudian Ports Act (XV of 1908) a copy of thia Resolution as well as of the
Chairman’s pote, be sent to the Madras and the Southern India
Chambers of Commerce and the Madras Trades Assooiation for expres-
slons of opinion, and to Government for information pending consider.
ation by the Trust of the views of the above mercantile bodies,

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 29th March, 19186,

To 1ax CEAIRNAR, PorT TRUST,
Madras.

818,—In continuation of my letter of the 10th instant, I beg
to inform you that the subject of the imposition of ** super dues” was
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discussed at the meeting of the Chamber held yesterday, and the
Chamber now expresses its approval uof the increased tax on goods
and on shipping using this port on account of war conditions.

I have, etc,,
GoRrpoN FRASER,
Chairman,

MADRAS PORT TRUST (CUSTODY OF EXPORTS.)

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 2nd August, 1916,
To THE SECRETARY To GOVERNMENT, MARINE
Ootacamund,

Ste,—With reference to G. 0. No. 197 of the 29th June,
19186, approving the proposal of the Port Trust to levy an extra
charge of As. 8 per ton on exports definitely tendered into jts
custody and directing the Decessary addition to the statement of

services attached to the Port Trust’s schedule of Harbour dues and
services, I have the honour to inform you that the Chamber sug-
gests to the Government an alteration of the proposed charge to

d charge beiog excessive for the

DEPARTMENT,

I have, etc.,
GorboN Frasks,
Chairman,

——————

Public Department, Ootacamund,

10th dugust, 1916,
To THE CHAIRMAN,

CHAMBER oF CoMMERCE,
Madyras,

I have, etc.,
B. H. Courremay; -
for Chief Secretary.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.
PusLic ( MARINE) DEPARTMENT,
G. 0. No. 272, dated the 6th October, 1916.
llowing papers :—
R tg’e f; 01\70 gl97, Marine, dated the 29th June, 1916.

II
F the Chamber of Commerce, Madras, dated the 2ud August,
rom
1916.

IO
Endt. to the Chairman, Madras Port Trust, No, 1117-1, dated the
ndt.
10th August, 1916. -
Letter to the Chairman, Chamber of Commerce, No, 1117.2, dated
‘ the 10th August, 1916. v

From the Chairman, Madras Port Trust, No. 1126, dated the 21st
r
September, 1916.

ORDER :— ; Madras Port Trust, No.
hairmao ?
The letti;' uﬁ:;o‘;ls:hgepg;;’re'p 1’916, will be cgrlt;mmfucated
G‘Jhm%hgﬁ't;an Chamber of Commerce, Madras, with reference
to the ’

to his letter, dated the 2od August, 1916.

Extract.)
(True L. Davibpson,

Acting Chief Secretary.

—

. [ENCLOSURES ]
the Chairman, Madrss Port Trust, No. G.-1126, dated the 21st
e
Fm“Slepwm"‘"' 1916, No. 11171 of the
r Pablic (Marine) Endol.senm‘m;lzho'l t five year
In reply B0 7o have the honour to say th“é“ e Ttely teny ered
10th Angust, 1916, psignment of export goods definitely
been oneégam r of Commerce have given no reason for
Qe the racp oxoomive aaidn view, o toe SIS IR S ani ot
in b) e
considering tho ¥ t;,ee:t.i;k;: :,f,:r:?:. which ,ep,.e.‘.e,.m;gedt.boumndth
‘rm“;e:hceo:::dr?g: vaulue of a ton of export goods, is justified.
part o it be found hereafter that greater advnnitsge is ttiqken l(:f
9. Should “’h“ the revenue from the 8 anna ratet, ‘: i:ﬁ:zzul:tg :he
this clanss: : fxgshto be paid in satisfaction of claims on » the
%T::‘;:ﬁ-‘:“m be prepared to revise the charge.

A copy of the Board's Resolation on the subject {s enclosed,
3. Aco
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Extract from the proceedings of the Trustees of the Port of Madras at a
meetiog held at the offices of the Board on Friday, the 15th day of
September, 1916.

169. Read Pablie Department Endorsement No, |1117-1, dated tke
10th August, 1918, referring for remarks letter from tbe Chamber of
Commerce raising the question of what amount should be charged on
export goods defivitely banded into the Trust’s oustody under Sections
40 and 41 of the Madras Port Trost Act,

Read also draft reply by the Acting Chairman to the Chief Secre-
tary to Governmsnt.

Resolved that the draft reply be adopted.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 4th November, 1916.

To TBE CmiEr SECRETsRY TO GOVERNMENT, PUBLIC
(MARINE) DEPARTMENT,

Madras,

S, —With reference to G. O. No. 272, Marine, dated the
6th October, 1916, forwarding & copy of letter No. G.-1126, dated
the 21st September, 1916, from the Chairman, Port Trust, Madrag,
1 bave the bhonour to inform you that the Chamber has resolved,
at its last monthly meeting, to agree to the charge of 21 annas
per ton on goods banded over to the custody of the Port Trust
for which a receipt is given by the Port Trust.

I have, etc.,
GoRrbON FRASER,
Chairman.

INDIAN RIVERCRAFT BOARD.

Indian Rivereraft Board, Calcutta, 26th September, 1916,

To Tur SECRETARY, CHAMBER op CommERCE,
Madras.

Str,—A very large number of rivercraft of all sorts is betng
sent out from England for service in Mesopotamia with the Expedi.
tionary Force. These are coming out some in sections, some in
plates and angles, some with hulls complete and some will steam
out. It has been’decided to deal with those needing re-erection
at Karachi and Bombay, whence they will be towed up to Basra.
The work to be douve is very large and to deal with the situation
and with all questions relating to the assistance to be rendercd by
India regarding rivercraft for Mesopotamia, the Government of
Tndia have called into being an Indian Rivercraft Board. A copy
of the letter of authority establishing the Indian Rivercraft Board
is enclosed,
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2. The Indian Rivercraft Board arc now takmg_steps t(;
develop the resources of Bombay, and _especnally K.ar'achl, to fla
with re-erection work in large quantiti=s, Karachi is emmguthy
suitable in cvery way for establishing a large §h1})yard, and the
bulk of the work will be dose thefc. It w1ll'pro|xably l;(c mc}e}ef}sarﬁ
to send large drafts of labour, principally rwete.rexI to ar‘afctl an
in this respect the Indian Rivercraft Board wish to ;?lnu‘s'yogr
help if necessary, They arc aware that certain au}t. orities 13
India bave been in communication with certain aut nmltxes an
firms in Madras on the suhject, but all such armngemenbsdare now
merged under the authority of the Indian Rivercraft Board.

3. Ia order that there may be a recognised channel of com-
munication between the Indian Rivercraft Board and‘ firms in
your town, they suggest that a Madras Rlvgrcarft Committee
consisting of a Chairman and two wembers with a Secretary be
called into being. The Indian Rivercraft Board will then send
this Committee a letter authorising them to take such steps as
they consider necessary to carry out any requests mad_e to .them.
It is anticipated that these will principally be in thg dlreqtlgn of‘
the supply of foremen, workmen and plant f'or Karachi, bu‘t. it is, of
course, impossible to forecast too closely. I‘he‘ Indian Rivercraft
Board feel sure that the Madras Rivercraft Committee would do
cverything in their power to meet demands made upon them for
assistance.

4. Details of number and type of crafﬁ for ge-erecti(_)n‘ha:vo
not yet been communicated to us, ;md mml'that is done it is in-
advisable to draft labour to K;m.xchl where it would remain idle,
The Indian Rivercraft Board think, however,uthat a good deal
could be done to select suitable foremen and native staff willing to
go to Karachi so as 1o be ready whenever it is necessary to
approach you with a definite request. | .

5. Local Committees on the above lines are already in being
at Karachi and Bombay and are in process of formation at Madras,

. s ) bo.
Singapore and Colom I bave, ote.,

H, M. Haywoob,
Secretary,

.

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 1st November, 1916,

| J .
To THE SECRETARY, INDIAN RIVERCRAFT BoARD.
Cualeutta,

—T beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter No, 147
.G sllé,f the 2§th September, 1916, suggesting that a Committee
of the Rivercraft Board consisting of a Chairman and tgx;o members
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with a Secretary be formed in Madras, which would be authorised
to take such steps as sre necessary to supply foremen, etc., who
will be employed in re-erection work of rivercraft for service, and
also your letter to the Secretary, Rivercraft Committees, seeking
its co-operalion in finding four suitable men as foreman, engineers,
ete.

la reply I bey to inform you that the Chamber considers
that there is no n.ed of a Committce in Madras as the Port
authorities are bo.n competent and willing to deal with the
matters under refercnce, and it suggests that the Board as need
arises should address the Presidency Port Officer, who will take
action in consultation with the Chairman of the Madras Port Trust,

Thg Chamber will, however, be glad to render the Board any
assistance which is in its power,

I have, etc,
T. E. WeLsy,
Acting Secretary.,

Indian Rivercraft Board, Calcutta, 6th November, 1916,
To tHE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF CoMMERCE,
Madras,
sz—-I am directed by the Tadian Rivercraft Board to acknow.
ledge, with thanks,‘ the receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant,
the contents of which they have duly noted. They will be please(i

to refgr to tl.le Port authorities of Madras should occasion arise
in which assistance from Madras is required.

I have, etc.,
H. M. Haywoop,
Secretary,

———

Mo § S M By, (o, Lid., Madras, 301, November, 1916,
To 1 PRESIDENT, CHAMBER 0¥ CoMMERCE,
Mudvas,

Sik,—I beg to send you a copy of an advertisement which 1
amn havivg published in the papers.  As you probably know the
Government of Indin have been calling upon the Railway Adminis-
trations to send men of every grade of service to Mesopotamia and
East Africa and the M & 5. M, Railway have done their part and
have sent a very falr nuwmber ; but the lists hereto appended, of
the classes of lsbour which are not contined to purely ruilv,vay
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NREPIP S o o

he very large number of men we have

work, will give some 102 o tand it is impossible to get them all

been called upon to recrult,

from Railway. .

The members of the Chaml;er who emp}oy l::ogz :;1 o,m am

re. desire to assist in the reqrgutme'nt of thebedm o O e

:zcc,esq of our overseas e.xpedxts)n Y{lut]i:gelt{) mz&;{z hand 1 beg

tO inVOkehth_eir mcol.g)?:;: t\:voh;)o ::e v(:isl]ing to enlist, that informétli?r;

these of :Jt;lil;:d pfrom Mr, L. E. Taylor in th.e. office pfkthe 12

c}.;: i?xt:ee(:P Railway Office, Royapuram, who wili also :nake arrange-

meﬁts fox: jouraey to Bombay. '
I bave ete,
R. Topb,
Acting dgent.

et ——

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 18th December, 1916.

To THE CHAIRMAN, PoRT TRUST,
Madras.

ith r our letter of the 24th November,
Sz, —With refern s o ceived by jou from the

i legram re .
s forwarding copy of a te ce ‘
%1?;;;’11 ]’{ivercmt?b Board, Culcutta,l r(le)queattmgnrz;); t(‘)ossnctlhzlélliii
i ¢ g to 1 :
r service at Basra, eg to I )
\fl(;rerll)?:' ri.(:;rets its inability to secure suitabie mc uf bll\l/]t ;uggzsgg
%ha:m ou communicate with the Engmgermg fi{, lllllsdoworkam 2;;
may {c able to assist you in finding suitablg sk. le .

I have, etc.,
T, E. WeLBY,
Acting Secretary.

e

Port Trust, Madras, 19tk December, 1916.

gAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras.

I3 With reference to one of the items of business at this
IR, —

f my letter to the
ing’ i beg to hand you a copy ol m
g‘;z!:;?agr; mfgf\f;:cgmlfb iigt)ard, Calcutta, No. G. 1734, dated the
19th December, 1916.

‘fo THE SECRETARY, C

I have, etc.,
Francis J. E. Srrixg,
Chairman,
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. {ENCLOSURE. ]

Copy of letter No. G.-1734, dated the 19th December, 1916, from the
Chairman, Madras Port Trust, to the Secretary, Indian Rivercraft
Board, Calcutta.

Your telegram, dated the 220nd November, waas circulated duly to the
Madras Trades Association and the Madras Chamber of Commerce,
The former have replied to the effzey that they have circulated your
telegram amongst their members who would be likely to be able to
assist requesting them to communicate with you direct, The Chamber
of Commerce regrets its inability Lo sccure suitable men and ruggests
wy communicating with firms in Madras who are likely to have them,

2. The Madras Port Trust, through its fingineer-Chairman, has
always assisted in every possible way when asked fo do so by the Presis
deucy Port Officer here who is in charge of all war matters of the sort,
But we are not 1n a position to look up recruits outside our own yard,
All we cando is to put up a notice, and this I am doing, in our own yard
stating that men are wanted. But [ would svgpest that this is likely to
be of very little use if when they come to enquire as to their prospects
nobody here is able to tell them anything definite,

.3 Sol would suggest that you either enter into an arrangenent,
with s'omebody in Madras—e. g., the local representative of Meusrs,
Burn & Co. of Howrah and Culeutta—or else that you arrange with the
Garrison Engiacer for the enlistment of such men ' as can be picked up
here—very few at any time 1 fear, at all events of skilied men.

PASSPORTS FOR PASSENGERS LEAVING MADRAS.

Chamber of Commerce, Madias, 29¢/, May, 1915,
To TnE CHIEF SECRETARY To GOVERNMENT,
Ootacamund,

Sir,—I have the honour to inform you that the Ch
understands that a good deal of inconvenience i}
passengers from India to Fngland wie Marseilles by the fact that
the passports which they have to take out have to be issued and
signed by the Secretary to Government, Judicial Department,
whose office is now at Ootacamund, Passengers have at times to
leave Madras at short notice, with Jittle time to make arrangements,
and are much inconvenienced by the delay that occurs under the
present system of issuing passports, The Chamber hegs, therefore,
to enquire whether, at all events, while Goverament are at Ootaca.
mund, it would not be possible for passports to be issued by the
Collector of Madras, or some other high official who is permanently
resident in Madras city, and by the Collectors of Districts in the
mofussil.

amber
s being caused to

I have, ctc.,
Gornox Fraser,

( '}NII‘?’)//(IIL
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Public Department, Qotacamund, Tth June, 1915.

To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras.

Sir,—In reply tc your letter, dated the 29th May, 1915, I am
desired to inform you that arrangements have very vecently been
sanctioned for passports being issued and signed by the Commis-
sioner of Police, Madras, in respect of the residents in Madras
city, and by the District Magistrates, the Resident in Travancore
and Cochin and the Political Agents for Pudukkottai, Banganapa.lle
and Sandur in respect of persons residing within their respective
jurisdictions,

' I have, ete.,
F. 1.. BRIGSTOCKE,

for Secretary to Government,

PRREESEEY

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, 41l May, 1916.

To THE SECRETARY To GOVERNMENT, PubLic DEPARTMENT,
Qotacamund.

Sir,—With refcrence to eorrespondence ending tha TthiJgne,
1915, on the subject of passports for passengers leavlmg tl\ at'ms
and calling at Marseilles, the Chamber begs to draw the a teré :ﬁn
of Government to the difliculties existing at present, 1n s;lpltéo e
assurance given thal arrangements were being made by the overtl;-
ment with the Commissioner of Pulice to lssue 9mdf sign passpo'xi’],
and suggests to Government the appomtmenc.o a r.esponsl:. }?
officer in Madras to sign passports for tbe period during whic
the Government are at Ootacamund.

I have, etc,,
W. B. HunTER,
Vice-Charvrman,

NIRRT

Public Department, Ootacamund, 5th June, 1916,

To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madyas,

. Iv to vour letter, dated the 4th May, 191'6, sug-
geatifgmt’hm:I “axrle%gicer 1)171ay be appointed at Madras to sxgnha,nd
issue passports for the period during which tl_le Government have
their headquarters at Ootacamund, I am directed to say that,
under the orders of the Government of India Wthhr were issued
ubsequently to the correspondence _of June, 191:), passports
;mntgd in this Presidency canuot be signed by an officer lower in
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rank than a Secretary to Government. The delay thus involved
should not, however, exceed two or three days, and it is hoped that
this will not involve material difficulty to persons desirous of
obtaining passports,
1 have, etc.,
E, A. Harvey,
for Secretary.

Clamber of Commerce, Madras, 30th June, 1916.
To THE SECRETARY T0 GovT., PUBLIC DEPARTMENT,
Qotacamund.

Str,~-1 have the honour to address you again with regard
to the inconvenicnce caused to persons in Madras city, and in the
mofussil who may desire to obtain passports on short potice by the
necessity of reference to Ootacamund, during the mouths when
that is the seat of (Joverument, and to request that you will be
good enough to trausmit this Jetter to the Government of India.

This Chamber is still unable to understand why officers re-
maining in Madras during that part of the year, such as the
Coltector of Madras, the Commissioner of Police or the Chief
Presidency Magistrate, should not be empowered to grant pass.
ports, at lcast in cases where the applicant is personally known to
them and can show that reference to Ootacamund would cause him
appreciable inconvenience. The delay at present experienced is at
least three or four days, and cases are not infrequent where, owing
to business reasons or unsettled dates of steamer sailings, such
delay causes hardship. -

T have, etc.,
GorpoN FRASER,
Chairman,

GOVERNMENT OI' MADRAS.
HoME DEPARTMENT.
(Miscellaneous)

Press CoMmuNIQUE,

Fort St. George, the 2ud December, 1916,

With a view to affording wider facilities to the travelling
public to obtain passports, the Government of India have cm-
powered the Collector of Madras, in addition to the Secretary to
the Clovernment of Madras, Home Department, to grant and sign

PASSPORTS FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.
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passports in the name of the Viceroy and Governor-General of.
Iundia, during the location of the headquarters of the Government
at Qotacamund, British subjects, Indian or European, and subjects
of Native States in subordinate alliance with the British Govern.
ment, intending to travel to places outside the Indian Empire, may
a‘pply for passports either to the Collector of Madras or to the
Secretary to the Guvernment, Home Department, through the

Commissioner of Police, Madras, or through a District Magistrate,

or through the Resident in Travancore and Cochin, as the case

may be,

P. RAJAGOPALA ACHARIVAR,
Secretary to Government,

PASSPORTS FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.

Judicial Department, Fort St. George, 23rd December, 1915,

To THE CHAIRMAN, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras, :

Sir,—1 am directed to forward for your info_rmatiqn a copy
of a Pre.:xs Note, dated the 13th December, 1910, issused by this
Government regarding the passport requirements of British sub.
jects entering or leaving the United ngdom.

I have, ete,,
R. H. COURTENAY,
for Chief Secretary.

[ENCLOSURE.]
PRESS NOTE.

i en received that Olause 1 of the Aliens Restric.
} I(‘Xg;!m?&tl)m&rgr, 1915, an extract of which was pablished with
: oqﬁ ation No. 485, Judicial, dated the 26th June, 1915, at paie 590 of
Bar g t the Fort St. George Gaselts, dated the 6th Julyi)mls, a8 BOW
Part e nded by an Order in Council of the 30th November, 1915, to all
British subjects_enterin {nto or leaving the United Kingdom. Asa
“ ence British sugjecbs wishing to enter or leave the United
oqnse‘;; . must produce & passport or some other document satisfactorily
Kin l'mt!xlin pationality and identity and to thie passport or docament
f:;:b tlxse atgached & photograph of the person t0 whom it relates,
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Pusrnic DEPARTMENT,
PrEsS COMMUNIQUE.
Daled Fort St. George, the 14th February, 1917,

It ig notified for general information that under instructions
from the Seeretary of State for India passports and permits to
travel throngh any danger zone or to the Uunited Kingdom will
not be grasted to women or children uunless travellivg for very
urgent reatons, ey, taking up work as nurses or otber work in
connection with the war, or unless exceptionally urgeut business
or dowestic reasons or exceplionslly urgent reasons of health can
be shown.  This is applicable to all whether travelling at their
own expense or at Governmeut expense under Civil and Military
rules, and includes passages round the Cape,

2. Al passports issted or viséd for return voyage before

the 10th February, 1917, for women and children will be con-
sidered invalid unless accompanicd by a subsequent special author.
isation to embark from the authority issuing or viséing such pass-
ports, This authorisation should be endorsed on the passport but
ia the case of persons who have left the place where the passport
was issued or viséd it way be applied for, and will be granted by
telogram if there are sufficient reasvns. Such telegrams should be

attached to the passport for presentation to the cwbarkation
authorities,

3. The orders relating to the grant of passports explained in
paragraph 1 above will be worked strictly with a view to prevent-
ing women embarking except for really urgent vewsons. For
Instance wives merety anxious to aceompany their hushinds ordered
to Europe will not be granted passports while in the case of a

wife wishing to accompany her husband who has been seciously
invalided home a passport will be granted,

J, P. Beproru,
Aeting Chiof Seeretury.

THE PROHIBITION OF EXPORT OF GOODS OF JUTE
MANUFACTURE.

Custom House, Madias, 1714, Juely, 1916,

To TRE SECRETARY, CRAMBER op CoMMERCE
b}

Hadvus,
818, —1 bave the honour t

_ | o forward herewit)
telegram received from the

a copy of the
Goverawent of Iudia, o4

Department of

EXPORT OF GOODS OF JUTE MANUFACTURE. 22§

Commerce and Industry, and to request you to kindly let me
_know the opinion of your Chamber at & very early date asa
telegraphic reply has to be sent to the Government of India on
the subject.

1 have, etc.,
C. W. E, Corrox,
Colleclor Of Customs,

e

[ENCLOSURE. ]

> ‘am from the Government of [ndia, Commerce aod Indus
wp’i:rt;‘lt)ea};:::ment, to Customs, Madras, dated the 17th Jaly, 1916,

i 5 : 1 Iu case of
¢ . W.II foliowing from Secretary of State. Begios. I
exportisgfzgoods packed iﬁ jute from vited Kingdom to European
cotntries ather than France, Russia, Italy anghstwljt“ztz:-lgon‘(’iersi;.;z;sra::iq;:
are now required from consignees to ensure tua over! of all
i hall not reach enemy destination,
o Poetios P ieies o 100 bags. Foreign Oilice propose that
only applies to quantities over d’a.g - Foreign Offce propoes toit
similar should be introduced in In xa.b. s reg o !
i X tiop or difficulty as before
ed list there would be apparently ne ¢vjec Jitfieulty as before
isi licences could be granted war trade cep
gg:;?:xnfh:l;:tu(iditional guaran;eesb when necet;u::)y,addlfjust%m:xeg:;:
.0 goods it would be necessar e o
:: t;rt:)i?gi::d fﬁ:: fgus necessitatin% referengle heret ofi e:m;f?.[%ﬁ if:r:
i .e goods so packed to enable me to i
'(‘)oi%r;:e;rﬁ;):gzm fr;:en%s. Pleage telegraph your views after consulting
trade.’ ,
True Copy)
G, N. BOWER,

Assistant Collector of Customs.

preESE————

Chamber of Commerce, Madras, a8¢h July, 1916,

To taE CoLLECTOR OF Sra CusroMs,
Madras,

Sir,—With refereace to your latter No. R. O. C. 15?8—16

of the l’ith July, 1916, forwarding copy of a telegram received by
ou from the Government of India, ]?gp_artment. of Commerce and
)I,ndustry, on the subject of the prohibition of export of goods of

jute manufacture, L beg to inform you that the Chamber approves

of the proposed prohibition, *
1 have, ctc.,
T. . WrLsy,

Acting Secretary,
28
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
DEPARTMENT oF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY,
Stmla, the 8th September, 1916,
Press CoMMUNIQUE,

Under instrnctions from His Majesty’s Secretary of State for
India, it has been found necessary in the case of goods packed
in jute coverings and intended for countries in Europe other than
France, ltaly, Russia and Switzerland, to require a guarantee from
the consignees that such coverings will not reach an enemy desti-
nation, For the present this decision is only to apply to quan-
tities over 100 bags or bales. The guarantee will, it is understood,
be taken by His Majesty’s Consular officers in the couutries
concerned, and firms in India should, therefore, give Collectors of
Customs timely notice of intention to ship goods packed in jute
coverings in order to facilitate the observance of the necessary
formalities,

e A

. Custom House, Madras, 11th Septemler, 1916,

To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER oF COMMERCE,
Madras,

Str,~—With reference to the copy of the telegram from the
Government of India regarding the guarantees proposed to be
enforced on jute coverings forwarded to you with my letter
R, O, C. No. 1578 of 16, dated the 17th July last, I have the
honour to inform you that the Government of India have decided
to accept the arrangements of the Foreign Office proposed therein.

2. It will, therefore, be necessary in future in cases of exports
of geods packed with jute coverings to European countries other
than France, Russia, Italy and Switzerland, to furnish guarantees
from consignees to ensure that the jute coverings shall not reach
enemy destination.

) I have, etc.,

G. N, Boweg,
Asssistat Collector of Customs.

Custom Rouse, Madras, 22nd January, 1917,
To THE SECRETARY, CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras,

S1R,—With reference to my letter R.0.C. No, 1578 of 1916,
dated the 11th Scptember last, Ihave the honour to inform you
that intimation has been received from the Government of India
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that a notification has issued prohibiting the export of goods to
Norway, Greece and Morocco (except French Morocco) in any
textile coverings whatever. Shipment will, however, be allowed
in. certain cases for which the intending importers should adopt the
following procedure :— ) .

« Applications for export should originate with the importers
at the other end. They can obtain the necessary guaraotee forms
from the local British Consular officers, Forms when complete
will be forwarded to the India Office who will communicate the
same to the Government of India.”

The above procedure applies also to goods exported to Spain
and Portugal in jute coverings. Guarantees arc not required in
the case of other countries.

I request that you will be good enough to circulate this letter
among the members interested.

I have, etc,
S. R. Beesox,
for Officsating Collector of Custous.

Custom House, Madras, Yth March, 1917,

To tHE CHAMBER n¥ COMMERCE,
Madras,

Sir,—1 have the honour to refer you to this office letter
R. O. C. No. 1578 of 1916, dated the 23rd January last, and to
inform you that the requirements as to textile coverings described
therein for exports to Spain, Portugal and Morocco need no longer
be observed. The existing requirements as to jute coverings for
cotton shipped to Spain continue as also those affecting textile
coverings of goods shipped to Norway and Greece. Copies of the
forms of guarantee required can be obtaived on reference to this
office.

I request that you will be good enough to circulate this letter
aniong the members interested,

’

I have, etc,,
P. Ecoves,
Officiating Collector of Customs,

va
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HOSPITAL FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

PROPOSED HOSPITAL AC
COMMODATION FOR P
SUFFERING FROM INFECTIOUS DISEASES.EBSONS

-» 7]
1’7. o < e
" ‘ ades Association, Madras, 20th Maveh, 1916,
o THE SECrRETARY, CuUAMBER OF COMMERCE,
Madras,

s Elhl:é;—:dzm mztmctcd_ by my Committee to forward you cop
s ressed by this Association to the President, Cor ,0}. Y
diseases witlias’c urging thl_? necessity that a hospital f(;r,infeclbio 1
Pt .? comimodation for Kuropeans he provided b e
I on, with a request that you will support us in this my ttﬂm
atter,

This letter sets forth thi i

. sets this Association's vi

bt sets oclation’s vie > i

s;}xonl(rlxegzger‘ 'F(t)h facilitate reference I bog to enclt;:: g““y ey,

ponden 9‘8 Government on the subject an l‘ als oby of corse-
0. No. 909, dated the 11th May, 1905, PV oF the

From the Minnte Book i
it oo the Minn ook of this Associatiot 905
Viewsy l}gr(‘hi“}b“’ at tha}t time, did not sup o;toihl e 9b§0l‘vc
S reasons contained in your letter cl:f the :thAI\SISOClaILBO(n’s
ay, 1905.

Unfortunatel
y 1 cannot trace
the reasons then given, this letter and do not, therefore, know

Will you kind
e B Yy pﬂt the matter . )
cousideration and favour me with a rg;ﬂ)})ﬁofﬁle}zgr Ohamber for
1rse,

1 have, etc.,
T, Krrix,
Secretary.

—

[ENCLOSURE, |

Trades Associati
To THE § sociation, M
0 THE PRESILENT, CORPORATION ov, Mzs;m‘ 20t Maceh, 1916
AS
SIR,—1 bave th Madras. N
: v—1 have the honour
sion of u suitabl 0ur Lo address you o
diseases in this citey Eﬁzpltﬂl for the treatnxgxmtth%fnmuer of the provi
Europeans. On the mt[k?orAe especially as regards cases of infectious
Local Government on thi pril, 1905, this Associ t‘_iccommoda.tiou for
dated the 11th M is matter, who i ation addressed th
ay, 1905, in which t o 1ssued an order No. 909 Me

‘ They now consid hey stated that
) er that acti
supply of an hospital for treﬂt:f;::otno?hizl;ld be uo looger deferred, as the
d ed,

+

Copi
pies of thiy correspoudence are o

reference,
nelosed  berewith tor your
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As a result of these representstions some temporary arrangements
were made by the Municipa ity, whioch have since lapsed, and the
present ontbreak of small-pox has found the city withont any suitable
accommodation or arrangements for the treatment of European patiente,
with the consequence that mos ious inconveniences have arisen over
certain cases within the knowledge of this Association, speocific details
of which can be forwarded if desired. -

This Association considers it little short-of 8 a of
the size and standiog of Madras is ot provided with such a building or
even sultable accommodation. 1t is understood that 8 site was acquired
in 1914 (nine years after the Goverpment Order quoted above was
issued) and apparently pothing further has Leen done in the matter.

This Association would be glad to learn that the work of building
and equipment will be begun and carried on without further delay in
view of the urgent need oF such an hospital and that euitable temporary
arrangements will be made at once for the accommodation and treatment
of European patients pendiog its completion.
1 have, etc.,
J. H, THONGER,
Chasrman,

seandal that a city of

w——

From Government o the Association, duted the 11tk May, 1905,

No, 909 M,

READ the followiog papers :— :
From Mesars, P. 017 & Sons, Mount Road, to the Chief Secretary to

w0 Government, dated Mad’ras, the 4uh April, 1805,
ttention of Government to the

We have the honour to invite the atben v
o ality of Madras provides no accommodation for
fact that the MuniGiBSUrC ) infectious diseases.

European patients su ering fro
n liviog on our remises was declared to be suffering
fromgémlﬁr-p%l;rgg(gawrda)g, the lstgnstant. at11 A, M, The avthorities
of the General Hospital refused to receive him sithough they bad
iop. and wrote telling us to 8pPIY tci)ya furpixgog.m-cbsugg of
uram. e reply received on Sunda
eds Bt T ommodation for European patlept,yg

the isolation sh
i that no Bee 1 )
morning Wiy to the effect pded for nativee only, and it was not

~ fote
WOTLICR Jable as the sheds Were 6 CR0Rh ourg after the Health Offocy

i t is, nearl er th
;;1“11Sb‘:a!;:‘:{oi;g%n%:kanccommod’;.tion was provided in & bare shed at
K%stna.m et 5 some iron cote and one chair were in the shed, but no sani-
tary npplqanoas and no nureing stafl.

{t is well-known that every little hamlet at Home is obliged to

4 it is scandalous that in the City

3.
i cases, a0
g;oﬁlﬁ::s:gehﬁ:s::;g‘llﬁy bas been allowed so loog to evade its
duties in this direction.
pow be pleased to impress on

¥ t Government will ) .
h Mnll‘?c?pﬁug:;;ﬂnioners the necessity of immediately providing
:b?' wcommodation. and we wounld also nrge the need of a suituble
ambulance which s now lacking.
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From Secretary, Madras Trudes Assuciation, dated Meadyrus,
the 13th Aprid, 1905,

io reference to the complaiot made by Messrs, P, Orr & Sons, in
their letter to the Chief Secretary to Government of the 4ih instant
of the want of accommodation in the city for European patients suflering
from infectious diseases, 1 am directed by the Comuwittee of the
Madras Trades Association to say that they strongly eapport the
request therein made that the Government will impress on the Corpora.
tion the necessity of immediately providing the required accommoda-

vion as well as & competent nursing siaff agd suitable ambulance,

2, Sivce Mesara. P, Urr & Sous addressed Government tn this
subject, the Municipal Corporation has budgetted for Re. 1,000 for two
ambulances and Re. 1,500 for furniture, but has shelved for the present
the more important questious of providing a snitable buildisg and «
petmanent nursing staff.

3. The Committee desire 1o invite the attention of Government
to the provisions ot Section 362 of the Municipal Aect, 1904, i whieh it
Iy provided that, whea required by Government, the Corporation shan

construct and wmaintain igoapimls with proper establishments i the
clty for the treatment of infectious diseases, The

i i request that egrt
ordera may issue to this effect, and if the C y req W early

Urder—1ith May, 1905, No. 909 M.
Ta G,O. No, 1833 M., dated the 27th Octaber, 1898, o Committee con-
sisting of—
Lresident ;
The President of the Corporation of Madras
Meinbers :
The Senior Medical Officer of the General Hospita!
The Suoitary Commissioper
The Consulting Architect
Secretary ;
ybe ] aeer Lgyadras Maricipality
was appolnted to consider the lines op which ¥
ment of infections and contagio Loaprte for the ueat

us disenses in Mudras should be starte
and worked aud the accommodation which should be pmvi(dedti:; i:{)t(l;‘\l)

tiod the reecmms catimates, In April, 1899, the Committee syl

| ; the construction of the
Bg to the fingncial ditficulty undey which

The Health Officer,

ndapted for the purpose of che hospital, y and economically

. 2 l;l"he Govex&nmeut accepted the rego
rom baking immediate action in the matter, ider ¢
action shoufld l;e 0o longer deferred, as the f1 hey now Choanira e
treatment of infectious dizeases constitates one of the i
waunts of the City of Madras, and capnot be indeﬁnitely por.:‘t(];:ugl;emug

3. The Committee appointed ig 1898 is, therefore, reqaested to re-
al Proposal in regard g the site and con-
ke consideratiop of which it

© Was originall
be necessary plans and estimases, originally

wmendation gpg refrained
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Chamber of Cammerce, Madras, 21st March,

TrapES ASSOCIATION,
Madras.

i our letter of the 20th
" &ckmw}eld%:err;fie;g:sgidy by your A:S&GG!M'I‘(;);;
Y drac, urging the necessity ‘for & hospi !
Ma('hl{:e'accogmmudatioris f.or Europeans an
) your reprasentations. ,

tter dated 8th May, 1905,

To Tun SEOBETARY,

sig,~—1 beg
instant, enclosing co;f)
to the Cosporation O "
for infections diseases ot
agking the Chamber to sup

1 enclose copy of this Chamber le

y sociation.
o your 8¢ I have, ste.,

A, B Lawsox,

Secretary.
(ENCLOSURE.)
14
Chamber of Comneree, Madras, Sth May, 195,
TraDES ASSOUIATION,

SEC RY.
10 TUE SBURETARY, B

i ding the want
f the 27vh ultimo regar the wan
QIR e Iy to your leiter o o Infestions
f 2::;‘;1"3:‘33?0{; e Magrse:&' C%i:::t’;gn}earm that » suitable build-
o 2 &b 8%

i ]
sy th ’ #,8.,has now been provided for sue
disesses, [ beg to, ionel Browning, LM.S., Municipality to provide
3 4 by Loie taken by the Municip
inR APRIOTE Hat ateps have been

atients and U

ecessity to
ambalance, the Chamber :eea 5o present o \J
£ . hl .
the ”ec“gg?’represenmmﬂ ta Governmen
eupport ¥ 1 have, ete.,
(8d.) A. J. YOBRKE,
Chairingn,

s ———c—

Trades Assocration, Madras, 29¢h March, 1816,
Cnauprr o COMMERCE,
Madras. .
our letter of the 21at instant enclosing

Bin—d L o o ciation, dated the 8th May, 1905, o

o yomflemommodation and ambulance for Europeans suffer.
ot ace

aetions diseased.

To THE SECRETARY,

€0 .
th?subseqt i
tog fom 1 have, elc,

T, Kreix,

Sﬁﬂf'(ff,(c7‘?/,
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Chamber of Commerce, Hadvas, 11th April, 1916,

To TnE SkcrETARY, TRADES Associarion,

Madras,
Sir,—In continuation of my letter of the 21st March, 1916,
I beg to enclose copy of letter which this Chamber has addressed
to the Government of Madras, supporting your representations to
the Corporation of Madras, urging the necessity of providing a
hospital for infectious diseases with accommodation for Kuropeans.
I have, etc,,
T. E. Werpy,

Acting Secretary,

Chamber of Commenrce, Madras, 11¢) Aprit, 1916,
To THE SECRETARY TO Govr,,

Madras

Sir,—1 am to draw the attention of the Governnient to the
need for hospital accommodation i

{ s ; b Madras for Europeans suffering
from infectious diseases,

Locan & Municipa, Depr,,

Representations on the subject, this Chamber

were made by the Trades Association in 1905, but
Government then considered such hosyital aceo
the most pressing wants of the City of Madr

11th May, 1905), there is still no adequate pro
need. )

understands,

though the
mmedation “ong of

as ” (No. 909 M. of
vision to meet the

The Chamber trusts that the Govern

) _ t ment will be pleased to
give this representation early and favourah d (

le consideration,

T have, ete,,

T. E, WeLny,
Arting Seeretary,

Trades dssoriation, Hadras, 14th dprd, 1916,
To TE SECRETARY, (‘mamp

ER oF CoMMERCE
Meadras,
Str,—1I beg to acknowledge your letter of ¢

enclosing copy of your letter of even date address d er
ment of Madras, regarding hospital o

i ) : and  accommodation for
infections diseases for Europeans, and thank you for the support
given by your Chamber in thig matter,

ol

be 11th instant

I have, et
T. Krerw,

Sm'rwm'g/.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

L.ocAL AND MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT.

—

0. No, 2198 M Mis., dated the 23vd December, 1916.
G. . 0, = ‘

READ the following paper :—

the Ch
rom the Secretary to
! romthe 11th April, 1916.

on-Greneral, No, 100/307, dated the 24th August,
geon-

amber of Commerce, Madras, dated

1“|.'Om the Sur
1916,

ORDER i— bove relates to the provision of
ndence read a
The correspo

i i ious
| accommodation fer persons suffering from infecti
ital acc _
3?:61;588 in the City of Madras,

0ons i a] infoctiolls diseases
1 ol ¢ tructlng a Centl'

9 '] llest/lon f

. Fhe q

¢ jon of the Corporation and the
| has ongagel tl::ir‘;t[t)?lza();nd various schemes hav:a been
ment for many ¥y time. Lastly, in May, 1914, the Corpor-
o e d es'timates for the construction of an
png a:n'ikkau'a.i village at a cost of Rs. 3,19,000,
L Ammjof opinion that in consideration .of the
twfl:i C(}rporation would be well advised 1:0
ther it would not be sufticient to colr)ls%g'cnt og(])irt etﬁ:
consider whet 11 riions of the very expensive bui 115; ntem
really essentlal’pc;ident of the Corporation in Novenfl ;r, “ an, é
plated. o 1;hree scheme must be deferred for want o olflncerta,in
roported s ation had put in hand the execution cortain
that the Co;‘por;]d barracks at Royapuram for tl(xig pu;g) i
ropirs tffa&;z patients suffering from infectious diseases.
accommo

Government approved of this arrangement.
aver

hospita

overn
fut forward fr
ation forward'ed
isolation hospita
but the Govermmin‘
state of its finances,

nt that the site

n suggestgd to Governme . 3

1wt ig unsuitable in itself and that a hospltz.l aif; t:1hl;
at Amim‘kkall)al ;o far removed from the _POpulous P&t‘”hs‘; A
face )v:otul'(: wguld be difficult to indll?l'c'(') Ell)at‘lentts' ;;3 %cg p()terv:vhich
town that 1% . de is that the Fiji Emigration y Wh
further suggestion :;Zuired by the Corporation, might bet;;hl!l:f](:
has recently bei)r} the hospital and the Government ag;reeawn 3inced
for the purposeves consideration though they are Iﬁos contineed
roposs! ('if:e:vould in all respects, be k{)e 'te.zlth:%; et)‘he;) Corpora-
that the sib Krishnampet. The Presiden
isting hospital gt t},{r;iplort aI.)fter consulting the Sgygeﬁn-f}en:_ral
tion i¢ r%qﬁf;iy Commissioner (1) wh-ettlier she_z I*;lglbe I;;%;gr:gg

d the pat insolation hospital and is

?)nepét is suitable for an 103 . 0

3, It has now bee
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to the Krishnampet site, (2) whether if the Fiji depot site is found
preferable, it is desirable and possible to maintain the Krishnam.
pet hospital for the convenience of the southera half of the cisy
or it should ke abandoned, and (3)

a8 to the cost of construction
of a suitable hospital there in comparison with the cost of jm.-

proving (or reconstructing) the Krishnampet hospital. If one or
the other of these sites is accepted, the President will also decide
in consultation with the Surgeou-General and the Sanitary Com.
missioner the general design of buildings and slterations to oxist-
ing structures that would be necessary. The question whether
provision can be made in this scheme for ga small camp and
stegomyia proof hospital shouid also be considered. The total
outlay on the scheme should not exceed Rs, |50 lakhs.

4. The President is requested to submit along with his
report, plans and approximate estimates showing the detailed
arrangements proposed and the cost of the scheme.

5. Pending a decision as to the buildin
either at the Fiji Emigration Depdt or at Kri
sary that the existing hospitals at
should be put in
Krishnampet is d
improved, especia,

gy of a new howpital
shoampet it is neces.
Royapuram and Krishnampet
& more satisfactory condition. The hosital at
efective in equipwent and staff and should be
lly in the fullowing respects ; —

(1) There is no tele
essential in a hospital
attention or treatment,

phonio comm.unica!iou, which is absolute
where sick patients often
4 telephone should be ins

(2) The cement f!oors of. some of the temporary sheds are
much cracked and require relaying,

require urgent
talled at onge,

(3) The wards are unnecessarily dark and might well pe
opened out.

(4) The compound wall requires to be made rat-proof,

(5) There
clothing,. A p
provided,

are no proper arran

arrangements for disinfection of
roper steam disinfe

cting apparatus should bhe

It is also noticed that, although there are quart
Medical Officer in charge, who i o oo, By d, e

reside there. It is essentja] that he should
on the premises ; at present he

e 4 month and a
Mt . uiring day and night 4 .
ance, this ig totally ing dequate, q g day bight attend

; 2
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'I he ( orpo]'a, (4) q i nication
h t' o W' l he ré uested to make 10 commu x
1(.; elll'al eal‘]y arrangelnents fOl' remedylng the
en

t i i it a report
with the Surgeon the President is requested to submi p

; in the matter.
above defeclﬂ,':l-n;i due course as to the action taken in
nt1l
to Governme

t.
(True Extract.) B A GRAHAK,

Acting Secretary to Government,

I ed M dl‘ns.
h 'e(;l‘e‘a] Chambel Of COmmerce, By

W to L]JB & y,
or al‘d

der)
(By Orde N. CuexneaL Rao,
Registrar,

————————

vISIT OF SIR THOMAS HOLLAND.

ied by Mr. Bell and Mr. M, E.

s alcc::):;lf)::!fce zu the 2nd August, 1916,

fOrm;)‘lmncxber of Commerce, Whle;]ln tll:l? fogow(;ng

.—The Houn’ble Mr. Gordon

ber were proselt _F.E. L Worke

members _of the C:]; IxI&untar, Mr. A.J. Leeclji ME: e M.-f

Me. F S;: BV?‘;?]“’ M. JOhl? tl;st]la‘:kl’\zllf[rﬁ T ‘L.lenzies, Mr. J. F.
P ' . Chettle . R.T.

g'r.A' chambe_rsi,{hél‘- j;i ) glmgon, M;' H. M. Spencer, Mr. C. H,

Simpson, ﬁn. W. A. Tarner.

8ir Thomas Holl

in
man, had ap1
Stoct;]c: room’s of the Vadras

Straker a3 MR. GORDON FRASER. )
ple Mr. Gordon Fraser, in welcoming Sir Thomas
The Hon'dle %I . ' _
Holland, said (— The meeting this afterocon is to discuss with
GENTLEMEN,—

i tion of Indian
estion of the promo Ladi
ir - s Holland tho 100 to express our pleasure at aving
'S;:lu::lrg:;’aand ! “fmule(itfii;:t élil:e'l‘l?omfs Helland and of assuriog
. ty of m

3 s istance in carrying
tuol -operation and assist .
the oppor on our €0-0p nk the appoint-
him that be ?:i':asretll{at he is engaged upon. I thi "
ui
out the end

L d idea on the part of the
ission is a very soun ult, The
ment of the Com]!:ng?; and much good “u%hb :(r)ovl:xiial points
Government of b“ al;le to settle 8 pumber o copd ncy have not
Commissior M8y v?hy the industries of our Igis:h: b{ame in the
ag to the reasons idly, and, Pe'h?‘p‘?'.mayf italists, inefficient
veloped 10018 IaB s @ to the timidity o capl question of
d'oéht. quarters Whetht?:e lack of interest taken in the guestion o
T} rhaps

t 1 think there
]abou"’-:r l[:; the Government. .For my own pat
indngtl'le



236 VISIT OF SIR THOMAS HOLLAND.

S

are many openings in the Madras Presidency, for capital and
Jabour especially in connection with agriculture and the improve-
ment of crops, and I would suggest to the Commission that they
- give more attention to these than to the promotion of a number of
smaller keenly competitive foreign industries, of which so much is
gaid at the present day. If other countries can supply us with
necessities at prices below what it would pay us to work at, I
would say buy from the other countries and devote our attention
to the many more profitable ventures waiting to be taken up.
_ Capital and labour have not taken advantage of the many oppor-
tunities of initiating industries which offer fair prospects of success,
and uatil these are all in full swing, I do nob see much use in
introducing highly competitive foreign industries which will require
much nursing and heavy protection to enable them to pay. '

Ia agriculture there are a hundred and one different ways in -

which improvements could be made, Again, in the marketing of
crops there are dozens of ways in which improvements could be
brought about by startiug small industries. Then there are various
processes through which our crops could be put before they are
placed on the foreign markets. I may mention a few of the
industries which I would suggest as deserving of consideration—
indigo decortication of kernels, pumping . plants throughout the
Presidency, fibre production, treatment of cotton, bamboos, paper-
making, oil-pressing which has a good future before it, manufacture
of cattle food from oil cakes, manufacture of manures, chemicals,
soap-making, fishing industry and its bye-products, tanning extrac-
tion, and many others ; I might add tile making. It has always
struck me as curious that tiles should” be coming from KEurope
when we have all the facilities in Southern India for making them.
Ta the case of mining leases, for mica, magnesite, manganese, etc.,
1 think more assistance might be given by Government to capital-
ists than Las been done in the past.

© Expert and Government assistance are desirable 'in many
industries, but in many cases, especially in connection with the
crops of the Presidency, improvements and industries ought to be
initiated by the people themselves ; the openings are there, and
promise a very fair measure of success without expert or Glovern-
ment assistance, I think a good deal of Indian money is probably
locked up in land, and does not go into industries. Indiaa
business men rarely have the necessary cash balances available for
investment in industries. The planting industry, tea and rubber,
is one of the few which has made satisfactory progress in recent
years, : .

According to the letter of advice we have received I gather
the present visit of Sir Thomas Holland is to make preliminary
- enquities with a view to settle the lines on which the Indian

it
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Industrial Commission should work. This being so, I think we
had, perhaps, better ask Sir Thomas Holland to inform us more
definitely on what lines he proposes to work, in what way we can
help, and the naturs of the information that he is desirous of
obtaining from us. I fancy a good number of members of the

. Chamber hold views of sorts on the subject of the prombtion of

industries ; some have been learned by experience, and others are
very much of a nebulous nature. From a conversation I had with
our guest the other day, I gathered that he is not enamoured of
gentlemen with views, but he wants the actual results of experi-
ence and good evidence in the nature of hard facts and figures.
I shall, therefore, ask Sir Thomas Holland to address the meeting
and tell us what information he would like to elicit from the
Chamber by putting questions to us,

SIR THOMAS HOLLAND.

Sir Thomsas Holland, in the course of his remarks, said
that .he had not come there to give them a formal address, and
certainly biad not come to explain to them what probably would be
the findings of the Commission ; he had not even come to tell them
what he thought the Government policy would be; but he would
tell them some of the ideas that he had picked up already, with
the hope that they would excite in' their minds other suggestions,
so that at the end of this preliminary tour he might be able to
draw up a more complete syllabus on which questions could  be
framed to be sent out to suitable witnesses, During this preli-
minary tour he took the opportunity of getting information by
visits to works and from private conversation with those he met in
regard to what the feeling in the country was as to the present
phase of industrial development. He hoped thaf the information
so collected would be of great service afterwards in putting ques-
tions to witnesses which would bring out their ideas, He hoped to
pick up in that way ideas and opinions which be could not get in
any other way. That was why he was not in the least anxious to
know the views of those who had only theoretical views. The
Commission wanted to get facts and figures and the experience of
those who had succeeded in business and industries as well as of
those who had failed. He knew what was working in the minds
of some of the members present there through private conversation,
Everybody who had anything like a flourishing trade or industry
yvanted to be left alone, and naturally looked with suspicion on any
interference on the part of the Government. But they would agree
with him that it was important to make each British country more
sqlf-cgntamed, and not dependent on other countries for articles of
vital importance, The Hon’ble Mr. Gordon Fraser had told them
that it was not of xuch use to encourage the manufacture of small
articles which could be obtained more cheaply by being imported,
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Most of them wou'd agree with him in that view
paid special attention to the manufacture of th
are of vital importance to the country.

y 0 long as thoy
080 articles which

A certain amount of money was lying idle in this country, and
ought to be made fluid for the development of the natural resoure S,
thereby adding to the total wealth of the country, The dev
ment of industries might alter the character, but would not, decrease
the amount of external trade. More production meant more wea)th
and wmore purchasing power. Government had at present no settled
policy as far as he could make out in regard to the industrial develop-
ment of India. They had made various experiments ; grants had

been made from time to time ; concessions of land ; guaranteed
; but they

purchases and other forms of asgistance had been tried

should all be regarded as experiments, As a result of those cx-
periments Government appesr to feel that they could now formulate
something like a definite policy, which, he hoped, would be framed
with due regard to opinions and advice of all people in the
country whose interests were affected. Sir Thomas Holland took
it for granted that the Commission was in DO Sense a movemeny
for the %neﬁt of Indians as opposed to

1

Europeans, or vice versa
It was Titended to find out exactly in c

) ) what direction there wag
scope for industrial development, regardless as to whether g
Europsan or an Indian undertook the work., There wag no doubt

that practically all concerns which had assisted in the industrial
development of the country had been initiated by Europears, and
for many years to come they might say that European firms—either
those that already existed in the country or that might be

ini industries, weuld

. could ot see any immediate hope
bstantial industyia) development,

ely There is no doubt that the ¢ was
greater lellmgness. on the part of European firms o engage in
commercial enterprises and less willingness on the patt of Tudiang
to devote their money to industria] development, They waned ¢
change all that;.but any change must be introdnced suﬁiciently
slowly to adapt itself to th i itions, S adden
changes in response to g purely artificial stimulyg were cal-

culated to do wore harm than good Mr. G "ras
suggested agriculture, forestry a,ndgminingi Suljecry e bud

icu fc a8 subjects for enquir
by the Commission, Sir Thomas Hollang said that the Cmgmi‘\;}f
Sion would be devoting less attention to those matters than to
other things, not because the Commission djq not realise theip
lmportance, but because the i

elop-

ciigours
ave to pliy an
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howeu that the Government could wisely employ more money in
s .
the development of agriculture,

ni had been revised and made a
In the case of minivg, the rules had hicl reciated
one point which was app

little n‘loresglelzlecla]roz?;.e?ﬁectlﬁyynigtter Sf promptness. The ru:es,
by busvniso‘e were wore generous than any rules he knew of e a;;s—
on the ‘g t‘a; in the case of all rules they could be spmlec! in the
whott, uami the Commission would be prepared to receive ]:‘:jl
working, irding both the rules and the way they are now wor 9‘-
d‘euce‘ feg,at D%partmem had, during recent years, increased its
'll}e Lf?r"ztaﬁ' and they were doing such good work that it hwas
:qcneptlf;)cl to'urge Goverument to spend more money on these
‘]ustnﬁu. e that were calculated to produce wealth in the coun:;ryf.
mdust‘rle: ring industries would probably occupy a guod deal o
Manu'ac t,l" 0 gf the Commission, simply because they were, except
the ntie® l: ¢ of a few, really in a backward state. It was only in
in the ma ethe were,able to realise to what a large extent India
ime of wal: X g,ut,side countries for many of ber necessities. There
had to loo | Y d raw material in the country, and there yvxa large
o m;ion that might be utilised if proper_ly train®d, .The
awhat form of Government help mxght:, be requu‘er;.
Holland then briefly reviewed the various proposx;ls
and included iu the preliminary note issued to the

were capl
artisa’ popu'
questiun was
Sir Tuomas
already made,
preSS.

weather, after the preliminary inforra.
. Beforz tlfczmztec;,kiit‘her by’Govemment special officers or
ation had beer of provincial committees, the Cgmm_lsslon wquld
by the formabion [; series of questions, Ou arrival ina province
advangimmission would examine a certain 'number of
: dt};(;ke the opportunity of vi_siti_ng some typical works,
witnesses ab uch a thing as & provmclal. representative com-
It there was :s no reason why the Commission and the Co_m-
mittee, thero t have an informal conference, as a result of which
mittee should ml))le to suggest & certain pumber of recorpxpendatxons
they would bia iven effect to at once, instead of waltmg‘ for the
which .m’_Shf‘ f? %l report. In that matter, he hoped the Chamber
(}ommlsswq s' tﬂ Joyally with the Governme'ut to make 1t a success,
would co-operate h}; could judge, the Indian population here did
because 80 far astain a sufficient number of people who bad had
not seem £0. 608 of industrial and commercial enterprise to give the
actual exp erler)llceadvice that it would like to have, One of the
Commission ¢ l? creation of Central Technical Departr}]epts which
roblems wasé ‘i‘ ernment to carry on where the Commission would
would enable C Otanco it had been suggested tha_a.t, mgt:ead qf each
Jeave off ; for mst havi’ng its own experts of _various ku}ds, }1m1ted
local va:r:gl;ﬂeven more limited in qualifications, it might be
in numbe

send out in
like Mﬂ.dl‘as)
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possible for the Government of India to maintain a larger depart.
ment of experts and to fend them to the provinces, Without com.

mitting the Commission to anything definite, he was of opinion .

that a scheme might well provide the Government of India with a
large body, for example, of chemists, chemists of all kinds, tinct-
orial, pbarmaceutical, metallurgical and agricultural. If they had
a central reservoir of chemists in that way, they would be able to
maintain a well-equipped laboratory and create a chemical atmo-
sphere which would keep every official up to the mark, But there
were many administrative difficulties in the way of such a scheme,
and the value of thess would have to be examined.

Sir Thomas Holland recommended the members to study the
preliminary statement issued to the press, and to communicate with
Mr. Bell, the Secretary, any suggestions they might have to
make, He expressed his appreciation of the generous hospitality
and the kindly welcoms given to him during his visit to Madras,

The members of the Chamber then discussed with Sir Thomas
Holland suggestions for an Act to prevent adulteration, the question
of registration of partnership, ete.

The Hon’ble Mr. Gordon Fraser, in conclusion, said the
general scheme as put forward by Sir Thomas Holland was a most
excellent one, and if the Commission found it practicable to work
on the lines suggested by Sir Thomas Holland, he certainly
thought that muck good would result to the industrial world,
The institution of Government certificates of purity, Mr. Fraser
thought, would be very sound iudeed. To pass an Adulteration
Act would be going one better, and he hoped that Sir Thomas
Holland would press for it. A Central Research lustitute for
chemistry would be a great help, and chemistry came in in so
many industries. As regarded agricultural industries although
they were not coming in the forefront of the enquiry, he hoped
some attention would be given to them. Sir Thomas Helland
bad mentioned that industries in connection with agriculture were
not sick, but Mr. Frager was of opinion that they were very sick
indeed, but fortunately with a complaint that they hoped had been
diagnosed and that they were now under correct treatment. The
Agricultural Department had certainly been doing most excellent
work for the last two years, and improvemeuts made had been
very considerable indeed. The Forest Departmeat, he knew from
experience, was also ready to assist any one who sent in to them
any enquiries, and the ofticer of the Economic Forestry at Dehra
Dun answered every enquiry put before him in a manner worthy of
the best business firms. (Laughter.) As regards the improvement
of labour, there was plenty of room for this, The educated classes
did not take kindly to manual labour, He had seen a letter from
an educated Indian who had wotked one week in a mill and then
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promptly retired, and in it he wrote that he looked back  with
horror and dismay to the time he had worked asa cooly.” In
conclusion, Mr. Fraser thanked Sir Thomas Holland on behalf of
the Chamber for the clear exposition he had given of the lines on
which the Commission proposeu to work., The statement made by
him was a clear and business-like one, and if the Commission would
work on the lines Sir 'Thomas Holland had laid down, he was sure
they wouid have very satisfactory results,

The members of the Chamber then dispersed.

VISIT OF SIR GEORGE BARNES,

s -

On Tuesday, the 9th January, 1917, at 5-30 p.ar, the Hon'ble
Sir George Barnes, Member of the Government of India for Com-
merce and Industry, had a conference with the members of the
Madras Chamber of Commerce, at their office premises in the
North Beach Road, There was a {ull attendance of the members
of the Chamber, the Hon'ble Mr. Gordon Fraser, the Chairman,
presiding,

: MR, GORDON FRASER,

In welcoming the Hon’ble Sir George Barnes, the Hon'ble
Mr, Gordon Fraser said ;:— '

GENTLEMEN,—In the first place, I would like to extend to the
Hounble Sir George Barnes, on behalf of the members of our
Chamber, a hearty welcome on this his first visit to Madras, I
hope this will be ths forerunner of many more visits to us from
him and that his Department and this Chamber will come into
more frequent touch with each other. The first question that we
have to bring to Sir George Birnes’ notice, causing serious diffi-
culties common to all India, is the present shortage of facilities
for financing trade, due to the restriction of the sale of Council
Bills, and it is not necessary to enlarge on the inconvenience caused
to trade. Perhaps, Sir George Barnes can give us some inform-
aticu as to the reasons of the restriction, and advise us as to when
we may expect relief. The report of the meeting the other day
between Sir William Meyer and the Exchange Banks in Calcutta
does not deal fully with the question. We feel that preference
must be given to necessaries and such commodities as are required
for war purposes. In the meantime, business is suffering, especi-
ally industries using local raw material and dependent on export
for the sale of their production. -It will be a matter of interest
to us if Sir George Barnes can tell ug the pames of the firms to
whom the Government propose to restrict the sale of Council Bills,

)
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Another point that I wish to refer to is the tanned hides
business, Our guest has already, no doubt, discussed this matter
with Mr. McWatters,. On the whole, very little friction has Leen
caused. But I am afraid the Government are not achieving the
main object they had in view, namely, the increase of supplics,
The trouble appears to be that tanners are not making money.
The prohibition on the export of raw hides, except to the United
Kingdom, and the efforts of (Government to control the sale of
bark ought to do good. With Mr. McWatters here, ready to

consider any suggestions put forward, it is unnecessary for me to
discuss this matter at length now,

Tanned skin is another subject before us, Government have ro.
cently prohibited the export of tanned skins to Awerica ; but it
appears to me that this will do little good, unless the export from
London is prohibited also, 1f tanned skins are to be shipped to
London and then re-exported to America, we might just as well
continue to export direct to America. 1 leave this question for
members interested to ask questions of Sir George Barnes, as [ amn
not conversant personally with the skins trado,

Then comes the question of the adulteration of [ndian
produce. This subject has come bef: o us on many occasions,
We all realise the very great difficulty that would attend legisla-
tion on this subject, but we hope that Sir George Barnes will
enlighten us with regard to the Government’s views on the subject,
The adulteration of Iudian produce has brought for it a bad name
In foreign markets, and there is no legislation to improve matters,
I thiok some action by Goverament is called for, to stop this
?.dultet.‘ation. Otherwise, efforts to popularise Indian products
in foreign markets is hopeless. A suggestion has been wade that

certificates of purity may be issued by Government, and this seems
to be practicable and sound,

Then comes the question of grouad-nuts, which the Goy.
ernment of Madras bave taken up.  The first consideration is
whether ground-nuts cap be considered necessarics or not. I
understand that the oil ig uted largely by French and Italian
troops as a food-stuff, but whether the necessity is sufficient for
the British Government to requisition tounage I cannot say.

Tho_ugh a large crop is ready for harvesting, there is no freight
available,

_Next comes the question of the sugar industries of South
India, The Chamber recently addressed the Department of Com.

sugar indpl‘stry of South India is placed in competition with
Ceylon. (,gylop Sugar refiners are actively competing for our
Jaggery, which is being tmported free of duty into Ceylon, whercas
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lon sugar market is closed _to_South In_dian reﬁuerg by
:ﬁ: igt:)}(’)sition gf a heavy duty. This is not equitable, especmlly
as the supply of raw material is limited, and we trust that su-
George Barnes will take up this matter in order to grant relief
to local refiners,

The Government of Madras at present allow 6 per cent. of
original cost for depreciation and the cost of repairs and mainten-
ance. We consider that the two latter items should be treated
separately, and that the 6 per cent. should be allowed entirely
for depreciation, due to age, as is the case at home. The inland
revenue allow the actual cost of repairs aqd ‘mamt'e'nance and in
addition about 5 per cent. to cover depreciation, The allowapce
for depreciation is immaterial, however, as, on the plant bel'ng
scrapped the difference between the book value and the price
realised is also allowed. This is equitable, as it means the entire

lue of the machine is allowed, in addition to repairs. The
va. ge Goverpment appear to think 6 per cent sufiicient to cover
e tion, repairs and maintenance, under present conditions,
deprecmt aut,ﬁciont because modern machinery is of lighter con-
g:r;it;];, and is r:m at a higher speed, and its life is consider.
ably shortened. . in this matter s that

. : :—The procedure in this matter is thy

Sir Go orsg i’i:fggscies ms.ké) their own rules in regard to these
all the va;;oU; local Government have made a rule which is dis-
things. 0(1); I will make enquiries. But I do not know how
:a:tfvf:lh::’g 8°.t the power to move in the matter.

a

:—Next is the question of coal supplies.

M. Go;d:: dl;‘g:::;uies during the past year, and the position

There have be orse. We are thieatened with stoppage or short

ahead. ” ovt(ain wlesq 'some relief is given, local industries will come

supplies, an‘“““ \\;ill Sir George Barnes say if Goxfernment con-

il ?L‘::(i'ih:tll'er action and if there is any hope of improvement ?
templa

. stion of the deputation to Russia of

Refe‘l;]rlggv i(tzﬁ ;:; B‘}:Ek, in view of the recent development and

Megars. C at ;he mission is now on behalf of all India, I hope S.ll‘

the fact tha ill ree his way to induce the Government of India

Geogge B:ll;:eswvl: ole cost, or at least distribute the cost more
to bpear

equitably.
. ade after the war, we have already pus
On the quefg;g;:"? foftrour general views on the subject. W
on paper an exicions would have been threshed out before this by
hoped these qufe the different Chambers in India. Several dateg
a conferencedofor the conference, and eventually it was postponed
were propose lCCOuIHt of the pending reference by the Govern.
indetﬁm;ell)l’;d?: }We have to deal with this reference, and thjy
ment- o '
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evening we will request Sir George Barnes to give us a general
idea of the attitude of the Government of India on this subject.

Lastly comes the question of the Madras Harbour. We can
only hope that Sir George Barnes will support us ie our efforts to
get the Government of India to find funds to repair the damage
done to the harbour by the recent cyclove in Madras. The expend-
iture will be heavy, but these repairs are urgent and must be
taken in hand at once, to prevent further damage.

Another question relates to the extension of the tramway
undertakings in our city, The Tramway Company has been for
years trying to obtain sanction to run their tramways through
wider thoroughfares, such as the Mount Road. The question,
however, has only just been put before the Chamber, and has not

yet been considered by members, and under the circumstances,’

although I am in favour of the proposal aud personally support the
Tramway Company in their proposal, I cannot see how we, 28 &
Chamber, can ask Sir George Barnes to move in the matter until
we ourselves have gone to the Madras Government. We ought to
approach the M.dras Government first, and later on, if necessary,
we hope Sir George Barnes will give us any assistance he can,
The matter will, I expect, be considered at oar next meeting.

SIR GEORGE BAKNES,

The Hon’ble Sir George Barnes thanked the Chamber very
much for the kindly welcome it had extended to him. He would
try to deal with all the subjects brought to his notice, but he bad
to tell them that he heard those subjects only the previous day and
had not got with him all the papers which he would like to have
in order to deal with them properly and thoroughly. But he would
do his best under the circumstances. He wounld take the question
of tramways first, which was mentioned last by their Chairman,
Sir George Barnes did not quite know how the Government of
India came in in the matter, as naturally they could not have
anything to do with tramways in Madras, as they were not an
appellate body in that matter over the Government of Madras.
But if they wented any help which the Government of India
could legitimately give, they would give it, That was all he could
say in regard to the question of tramways. '

COUNCIL BILLS.

As regards the question of limiting the sale of Council Bills,
probably that was one question which affected and interested them
most, He bad seen Sir William Meyer just before he left Calcutta,
and be thonght that the communiqué which he issued lo the press
giving an account of the meeting which he bad with the Exchange
Banks would really give all the information which was necessary.
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Sir George Barnes was willing to try and give them more inform-

ation if he could, but he did not know what more information they

wanted, YPerhaps they wanted to know first what was the cause
for the restriction, That was a big question, Then they wanted .
to know how long it was going to continue, The first was com."
paratively easy to answer, but the second was a diffienlt question,

He concluded by saying that they must all go slow for the time

being, : .

TRADE AFTER THE WAR,

The next point he dealt with was trade after the war. The
papers that he had sent them on the subject, he was afraid, were
rather bulky, There was a covering letter drawing attention to
the various points in the papers with attached to them a number
of appendices giving statistical information about the various
trades, What the Government of India wanted was that those
who were experienced in any particular trade should examine what
would be the effect of a tariff, either export or import, on the
trade in which they were concerned. The Government also
warnted the questions to be examined by those who were not
concerned in the particular trade, because they wanted to know
what would be the full effect. It was easy enough to see whether
the tariff would benefit a particular individual, but it might hurt
somebody else, Thus the advantage and disadvantage had natur- .
ally to be weighed against each otber. That was where the Gov-
ernment expected great help from the Cbambers of Commerce.
They wanted general views and also views in great detail,

CUOAL SUPPLIES,

The subject of coal supplies had been mentioned, and the
President had expressed a gloomy view that things were likely to
get worse. When some little time ago a shortage of coal first

- began to show itself at Calentta he telegraphed to various centres

to send representatives to discuss the whole question, They
knew that the great bulk of Indian coal came from the Raniganj and
Jherriah coal-fields. These fields had had a very great strain put
upon them, by reason of the enormous demand, which had been
greatly increased by the fact of the coal strike in Australia during
the later part of the’ past year. The demand had been heavier
than usual, partly owing to the Admiralty requirements and partly
owing to the fact that they had had to buunker ships going to
Australia for the return voyage, owing to the strike of coal-miners
there. The supply unfortunately had been falling off. The Indian
Iabourer is first a cultivator, and this year the bumper crops made
him disinclined to undertake mining work. The rain which had
given him the bumper crops unfortunately brought about malaria

_over the Jherriah and Raniganj coal-fields, Sir George Barnes had
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asked the Governments of Bengal and Behar and Orissa to take
every step they could towards increasing the labour supply, by send-
ing special officials to try and get in fresh workers, and the last report
Sir George Barnes had from Mr. Church, who was in charge of the
coal arrangements, a few days ago, bad been to the effect that the
supply had been considerably increased and the position was satis-
factory. At the same time, there had been some relicf of pres-
sure by the strike in Australia having ended a couple of months
ago. The Admiralty demand, however, continued, but he did not
think the future was gloomy. He would tell them that this year
there was a tendency for the price to rise at the coal-fields, and
coal-owners might like to take ready price instead of fulfilling past
contracts. The Goveroment had set up small committees of coal-
owners and coal-miners at the coal-fields, the committees being in-
vested with powers 10 control the supply, and wagons would be
supplied to enable coal-owners and coal-consumers to fultil their
existing contracts. So much for coal,

ADULTERATION,

With regard to adulteration, Sir George Barnes had not known
Wwhether it meant adulteration of imported or exported articles,
He now understood that the reference in the Chambers lotter wys
to the adulteration of Indian export articles, by which they had got
a bad name. He asked ths Chamber what remedy they had to
suggest in the matter. The Chamber suggested certificates of
quality from some Government official. Sir George Barnes suy-
gested the appointment of a smal) committee of the Chamber to
consider what was practicable in the watter, Nothing, however,
was practicable at present which involved large expenditare.

Mr. Gordon Fraser suggested th

. ) ‘ _ at Sir George Barnes might
1ssue a circular from his Department ¢

. fror o all Chambers of Commerce
asking for their views and Suggestions in regard to remedyiny
matters.

Sir Geor,

ge Barnes said he did not, see why that could pnot

-be done.
GROUND-NUTS,

On the subject of ground-nuts he did not know what the Qoy-
ernment could do for them, They knew as wel] ag he the shortage
of freight, which was world-wide, in consequence of the war, [t
wonth H. E. the Governor of Madrag telegraphed to him that a very
large amoant of ground-nuts had been awaiting shipment, for which
1o tonnage was available, Owing to the enormoys amount of ton-
nage tgken up In consequence of the way for Admim]ty purposes,
this difficulty was creatod. When he bad left England no less
than 7 million tyus of mercantile lonuage was being used for war
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is Excellency’s telegram to the Secretary of
purposes. Hih:intifH ;Jso:;iili, sog;e ships might be diverted to
State, urgllr_lig cou’ld not promise themn that tonnage would be
M“‘.ims' £ ° Il their ground-nuts. But they mngl}t rest assured
available Orldado all that he could to press the claims of Madras
tba:i] h: :::ect He would ask them to reinember that about 50
i at r .
:l;ipe had now to do the work of 100.

HIDES AND TANNED SKINS,

i 1 tanned skins, Sir George DBarnes really
. As regarg:d l:g::h?:; about the matter, as he thought they
hesx?:t;ﬁ liztteryo ff if they went direct to Mr. McWatters.
wou

Mr. Gordon Fraser agreed with Sir George Baroes in that
r.

tion, and said that Sir George Barnes might leave it in that
suggestion,

way. .
) DEPRECIATION FOR INCOME-TAX PURPOUSES,

intion for income-tax purposes Sir
[o the mg:(tie:gs li?gvrve?hnt be could add much. Each Pro-
George Barnes had adopted its own method of dealing with depre.
vince, he Sa.ld' ’ tax purposes. Madras had deliberately adopted
ciation for mcomg- Berllgal he understood, deliberately adopted
one system, Rtl}ll et it " s probable that by obtaming more.
auoth'el‘é %z th; u%atter. he could help the Chamber to deal with
kpowledge

uestion.
the g SUGAR.

rds sugar, Sir George had pot seen the letter which
As rega s

) h ised

: to until that morning. He promise
their P ,esndelndt l;ggkrei?:;edthat matter when he got back and see
that he wou

uld be done.
what co THE MISSION TO RUSSIA. .
. there was nothing else Jeft for him tg ?g'chkupog
Be tho:%l}:: deputation to Ruas;nz. of %ée?g& Cthae nm'sindml)ae
excep ers relating n,
%1:2&. He bad “;)"r ‘it:,z 15?,? for not beiog better equipped, but
hoped they Wouggt Zoﬁl d be done with regard to their representa.
ke would see W

. : matter,
tions in the THE MADRAS HARBOUR.

¢ of the Madras Harbour, Sir Francis Spring
¢

On the subjhe Government had hitherto financed harbour

explained bow ¢
de velopmeﬂt.

Sir George
go before the G

that they had a strong case to
Barnism:l;c;u%? 1;Ind?a. If they put the matter
over
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through the Commerce Department, he would give any support he
could to their application. -

IMPORT OF MOTOR CARS,

In reply to Mr. J7 Black on the subject of the import of motor
cars and motor cycles, Sir George Barnes explained that he knew
that the prohibition of the import of motor cars and motor cycles
had been a severe blow to those engaged in the motor car trade.
He would like to explain why that step had been taken by the
QGovernment of India. He need hardly say that the step was a
war measure, The GQovernment's object was first to check the
rapidly increasing consumption of petrol in this country, because
the petrol which they could send home was urgently needed there ;
secondly, to check unnecessary imports from the United States,
baving regard to the fact that they increased the difficulties of the
Home Goveroment in relation to exchange, The third was the
question of tonnage. There was a very serious shortage of tonnage
throughout the world, and anything the Government of India
could do in the direction of limiting the shipments of unnecessary
goods would give some relief. They would have noticed that the
import of parts of motor cars and mo‘or cycles would bs allowed
for purposes of repair, but the import of parts for the purpose of
assembling a new car or a motor cycle wonld not be permitied. As
a general proposition every one there would agree that all trade
restrictions were in themselves a blow, and were only to be adopted
when it was certain that they were going to do.some good.

. VOTE OF THANKS,

- The Hon’ble Mr. Gordon Fraser, in concluding the proceed-
ings, said :—I should like to thank Sir George Barnes, acd say
how deeply we are indebted to him for meeting us this evening.
He has given us interesting information in connection with coal,
and has certainly thrown.a ray of hope on the matter. As regards
adnlteration we have interested Sir George Barnes in this, and
we hope that good will result. As regards depreciation for income.
tax purposes we will again press the matter with the Government
of Madras and as the present procedure is an injustice to industries,
I feel sure we will eventually get the relief we ask for. As for the
terms of the deputation to Russia, I am quite content to leave the

.matter entirely in Sir George Barnes’ hands. I ask you all to join

me id a vote of thanks to Sir George Barses for the very great
care with which he has gone into these questions; and we are all
much indebted to him, *

Sir George Barnes suitably acknowledged the vote of thanks
and the meeting then dispersed.

e cimerr:
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6. That the executive duties of the Chamber shall be con-
ducted by the Chairman with the assistance of the Committee, and
that all matters of importance be referred for the decision of the
general body of subscribers, who shall be called together as often
as is necessary by the Chbairman, but not less frequently than once
a month. Five to form a quornm,

7, That the Chairman shall on all occasions have a casting
vote in addition to his own vote as a Member of the Chamber.

8, That every Member on election shall pay an entrance fee
of Rs. 100, provided that Banks, Corporate Bodies and Mercantile
Firms may be represented on the Chamber by one or more Members,
and shall be liable for an entrange fee of Rs. 100 once in ten years
for each.. . .

9. That the subscription shall not exceed Rs, 160 per annum,
payable quarterly in advance, subject to reduction from time to time
in accordance with the state of the Chamber’s finances. Absentees
in Europe to pay no subscription. Members temporarily absent
from Madras to pay Re. 1 per month. :

10. That the price of all publications issued by the Chamber
shall be doubled to those persons who are not represented on the
Chamber, or who are not subs¢cribing Members, provided that firms
whose representatives on the Chamber are all out of India may
secure the continuance of its privileges by a subscription of Re, 1
per month.

11, That if any Member allow his subscription to fall into
arrear for more than one quarter without sufficient reason his name
shall be expunged from the list of Members. Members who have
retired may rejoin the Chamber without ballot or entrance fee,

12. That the funds be paid as realised into the Bank of Madras,
and shall be available by cheques signed by the Chairman or, in his
absence, by the acting Chairman for the time being. The accounts
shall be audited annually.

13. That the ordinary expenditure be at the discretion of the
Chairman, and that extraordinary expenditure be made by him
with the sanction of the Committee.

14. A Secretary shall be appointed by a majority of Members
in such way as the Committee for the time being may direct ; and
it shall be the duty of such Secretary to keep the records and
accounts of the Chamber, to collect subscriptions, to conduct
correspondence, and to act generally under the directions of the
Committee,

15. That an Annual General Meeting, at which represente
atives of the Press may be present, be held during the second week
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of Décember, or as near thereto as convenient, at which the
Chairman for the following year shall be elected, the retiring
Chairman becoming Vice-Chairman, In case of the Chairman’s re-
election, a new Vice-Chairman shall be elected. That votes recorded
for Members.as Chairman shall count for the Vice-Chairmanship,
and votes recorded for Members as Chairman or Vice-Chairman
shall count for the Committee should such Members not be elected
as Chairman or Vice-Chairman., The Vicé.Chairman shall conduct
the duties of Chairman during the absence of the latter,

16. That at the Annual General Meeting a Committee of not
less than five Members, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman being
ex-officio Members, shall be elected to assist the Chairman in the
disposa) of the business of the Chamber. The rgpresentative of the

Chamber in the Legislative Council of the QGovernor of Madras

shall also be ex-officio Member of Committee during hig term of
office, Not more than one Member of a firm may serve on, or be
voted for by the same voter for, the Committee. Any Member of
the Committee who may leave India, except for Ceylon, shall be
considered to have vacated his appointment. :

. 17. Thatat the Annual General Meeting an Imports Sub-Com-
mittee and a Skins and Hides Sub-Committee be elected, the Sub-
Comnmittees each to consist of not less than three Members and not
more than one Member of a firm to serveon, or be voted for by the

same voter for, the same Sab-Committee. Any Member of the

Sub-Committees who may leave India, except for Ceylon, shall be

considered to have vacated his appointment, and an election to fill

%e vacancy so caused shall be conducted according to the Bye-
AWS,

18. That Special General Meetings may be convened on the
requisition of the Chairman or of any three Members of the
Chamber, not being Members of the same firm, notice of the
subject of discussion to be given in the requisition calling the
Meeting.

19 That a minimum fee of Rs. 5 shall accompany all
references to the Chamber,

. 20, That in the event of any Member of the Chamber taking
the benefit of the Act for the Relief of Insolvent Debtors he shall
thereby cease to be a Member of the Chamber, but will be eligible
for re-election without the re-payment of the entrance donation.

.21, That persons of distinguished position, Members of
other Chambers of Commerce and kindred Associations, and
Government and other officials interested in the General Trade,
Commerce, or Manufactures of Madras, after being duly pro-
posed and seconded, may be elected Honorary Members of the
_ Chambeér without payment of entrance donation, or subscription
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on election. Notice of same shall be entered in the Ballot Book
and circulated among the Members, and the election shall be made
by. ballot at the first General Meeting of thg, Chamber held sub-
sequent to the circulation of such nofice, or'at a Special General
Meeting convened for the purpose, a majority of two-thirds of those .
voting at the Meeting being necessary to secure admission.
Honorary Members elected under this Rule are not entitled to vote
and exercise the privileges of Ordinary Members. They shall,
however, be entitled to attend and speak, but not to vote, st any
Ordinary Meeting of the Chamber and, on the invitation of the
Chairman, or Vice-Chairman, may attend under like conditions any
Special Meeting of the Chamber, or Ordinary or Special Meeting
of the Committee, B e

e _* BYE-LAWS. | RS
For the Blection of : the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Commitiee,
Representatives of the Chamber on the Harbour Trust, and
of the Chamber’s Representative on the Legislative Council,,

1. The election shall be by ballot ‘on such day as.the
Committee of the Chamber for the time being shall appoint. . ;.

9. The. Secretary of. the Chamber shall jcirculate among
the Members .the names of all the gentlemen who are éligible
for election seven clear days before the election takes place. ‘

‘3. Those Members eligible for “election " shall be partners
in Firms, Agents or -Managers .of Banks, and other Corporate
Bodies, and those who are Members in their own right. .

4, The voting shall be by ballot, the voting papers being
placed in the ballot-box, which shall be placed in the Chamber’s
room from 10 4, m. to 5-», o, of the appointed day; but the
time for voting. shall, ‘on ‘days when Meetings of the Chamber
are held, be extended to such period ‘of the Meeting as shall be
determined by the Chairman thereof. = -~ - : = .

"B, The bailot-ox shall be opened by the Chairman or, i his

 absende, by the Vice-Chairman, and the Secretary on the evening of

the appdinted day, or as soon’after as possible, and the result of
the bl;llot declared forthwith, . - S e

6. . The.gentleman " who A:Iflaél received thé i;,rg;agﬁ v_ﬁ\iymbe’t*'

"of votes shall be declared- duly elected, bnf in the event of an’

equality of voteés for two or ‘more Members, the names of those

- Metnbers shall be disclosed ‘and ‘a fresh ballot be held to decide

election as between them. IR
- 1. In the event of & vacandy, the “above cotuse “aliall
be followed:iu‘elecytmg a Membex'"tq fill the vacancy. . <. .

s
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RULES FOR ELECTION TO THE CORPORATION.

Rules requlating the mwwner o which the appuintments of Com
missioners of (e Corpomtwn of the City of Madras sha l’l
be made by the Madras Chamber of Commerce

1. The three Commissioners to be appointed by the Chy
of Commerce under Clause (@) of Sub-Section (2) g;' b‘l:c&(})lslgbuf
the Madras City Municipal Act, 1904, shall be clected by( t}(l)(,
votes of the Members of the said Chamber of Commerce >
following Rules :— umerce under the

2. The clection shall be held on such day betore the d
on which the Governor in Council notifies that the appoi i ‘dtc
must be reported to the Government as the (J(mn(nlit[,)u:fl anbnlts
Chamber for the time being shall appoint, but not less t]fl Y \t I
clear dayy’ notice of the date of the clection shall be g’i'v(mldn seven

3. The voting shall be by ballot, and the ball
pla.f:ed from 10 A. m. to 5 .M. of the z’LppoinLed d:yoitr;bt(}):a :1(:?“ l?c
which the Meet:mgs of the Chamber are usually held ; but i)fmtllxn
appointed day is a day on which a Meeting of the Chali)ber is lleldc
il

the time for voting may be extended to such peri .
as the Chairman thereof shall detcrmine.S % period of the Mccting

4. The ballot-box shall be opened b ;

. : the C , .
his absence, the Vice-Chairman, ancll) the Sgcre};:r;}g:lll‘&mn,\ or, in
of the appointed day, or as soon after as possible, and t} ¢ evening
the ballot declared forthwith. ! e result of

5. Each Member of the Chamber sha > enti
f&r as]\O ma‘rllyncat)ndidat.es as therg are vacanlcwilels bt: ;J)rim:llltlsd t(l)) e
;a(:;id?t : 14, Ane a{)t 1lllberty to give more than one vote to tilc o no-
candidate.s tha,nythsr ot paper on which votes are given for ?f:nm
candidates than th e arc persons to be appointed or on whicl ore
an one vote 1s given to the same person shall be invaliduc o

6. The candidates who L i
‘ ates ave receive :
of votes shall be dqcletred duly elected }‘)];(Li irlhtl \
?Jemg an equality of votes in favour of ;norc candiz
:;?dvacagp(li'es to be filled, a fresh ballot shall be taken b
1d candidates for whom equal votes have been cw.sr-lt ctI\tyecn e
ast. 1, on the

second ballot, u tie is agaj
1 L 1n decl > Chai
casting o deciding vty 8 ared, the Chairman shaj] have a

argest number
event of there
ates than there

7. The names of the ca
forthwith reported to the Go
the appointments, if otherwi

8. Inthe event of a casual vacancy
i

shall be followed in electing a Membey to ﬁllt:ife above procedure
vacancy,

ndidates declared dul
vernment in view ¢
se valid, in the 4,

¥ elected shall be
f t%le publication of
't St. George Gazette,

e ——
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RULES FOR THE REGISTRATION OF
TRADE MARKS.

(As amended in January, 1913.)

The following Rules for the registration of trade marks,
tickets, ete., in its Trade Mark Register have been adopted by the
Madras Chamber of Commerce :— .

(1) That each firm represented on the Chamber shall pay an

entrance fee of Rs. 10, and be entitled to register an
unlimited number of tickets or marks.

{2) That non-members of the Chamber shall pay a fee of Rs. 10
for each application for registration, and that in the event
of a ticket or mark not being accepted for registration the

- sum of Rs. 5 shall be refunded.

(3) That before any ticket or mark is registered it shall be cirenlat-
ed 1o all Members of the Chamber resident in Madras, and
no registration shall be effected if any objection is ra sed.
If required, the applicany for registration shall be advised

. of the name of the objector.

(4) That no trade mark or ticket chall be registared ou bebalf of
ap Indian firm trading under a European name,

{5) That registration is marely evidence of the date of registra-
tion by the Chamber and cannot secure any right which the
parties registering have not at law. -

(8) 'That the Register shall be open to the inspection of any person
not & Member of the Chamber on payment of a fee of Re. 1.

DATE OF SHIPMENT.

The Chambor considered the question of what evidence should
bo accepted as to date of shipwmeat, aud at the General Mesting
held on the 27th June, 1911, it was resolved that the following
Clause—which had been recommended by the Manchester Chamber
of Commerce for adoption by the Bombay Native Piece-Goods
Merchants Asseciation—should be recommended to members of
this Chamber for incorporation in their contracts :—

Rither Bill of Lading date, or the date of Manchester Ship
Canal Co.’s Certificato, or (in the case of goods to be shipped from
any Port other than Manchester) the date of Dock, Railway or
Shipowners’ Certificate of receipt for shipment, shall be conclusive
evidence as to the date of shipment,

v —————
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RULES FOR SURVEY REPORTS
PIECE-GOODS AND YARNS,

A ———

(As vevised in August, 1910, )

Whereas it has been re presented to the Madray ¢ .
Commerce (hereinafter called1 ““the Chamber ”L)i?l(}f:tl sit (1'?&(;23 v b?f
to give Arbitration Awards and Survey Reports on piccel 00;1".& .
yaros an official character, the following Rules have bécn S g 1
the Chamber for the attainment of that eod passed by

Rule IL—Certain gentlemen, who hay i
ananimously elected by an annual bullotahgldbei‘izn‘fggtxn: atebd "
Committee of the Chamber, shall be appointed Arbitrat A
Surveyors to the Chamber, but the Chamber reserveg ;] o riapor
cancelling the first and all future appointments by . W right of
votes of the Committee of the Chamber by ballot, Y & majority of

ARBITRATIONS.

Rule ITL—TIn every case where & dispute hag i
relation to a contract which provides for a decisio ths Arisen  ip
Chamber orin relation t0 a contrep I resnans sore0N by the
parties thereto shall have subsanw~mgr. . espect ?f which both
to such a decision. o Y agreed in writing 1o submit

n. aither party to such a e

P y k nbract may ;
:he §S§5f'my of the Chamber for the appointmctft S?YA ’;;}ply -
0 Zsgudicate the dispute. Thitrators

s

On receipt of such application, t
appointed dn accordance with the followi

ng provisions,
Rale IIL.—~The Imports

Sub-Commit .
trators from the authorised Hist, and if thel Jt&er%iatliltloselen the Acbi.

come to an  unanimous decis IS are unabls to
<hall select an Umpire, sithes frol(r)r? g ltehf;‘)‘t‘hm1‘)mrts ) Sub-Cmmnittee
pr9vi<;ed that no Arbitrator op Umpire shaht be gel

adjudicate on a matter in whick he gp his emm@yex": ected or shall
and not wore thau one person from the same firm ah;;;ebmteres?ed,
ed an Arbitrator or Umpire, Tf any Arbitrator or 17 Lo appoint.
or falls to act, or if he diey ; ‘Mipire declines
Imports Sub-Committeo may annoj
in his stead in like manner,

wo Arbi%mtors shall e
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the Arbitrators or the Umpire shall
Raule IV-;;’S::E;Q‘;? ;irsons whatever except us provided in
Jes IX and XXI, but the Secretary’s record of thfz Arbitrations
fu esb vailable for iuspection by the Im.pnrt§ Sut-Committes
Sh?iub ethi;:s Chairman of the Chamber or in bis absence from
?\?adrga by the Vice-Chairman.
Rule V.—The approved list of Arbitrators under these Rg}es
hall be circulated annually, or whenever asked for, to alllqem ?rs
?)f the Chamber and shall be supplied to any party applying for
the same, .
— Before any Arbitration shall he enter tained a sum
fRsR‘;lg erI ‘eac{:eArbitrator, Rs. 16 for an Umpire, and Rs;' 16
& h Chamber for each contract in dispute g,nd asumof Rs, § to
e {zh stamp on the award under the Indian Stamp Act shall
%Zv;e):id :o the Secratary. Fees not expended will be returned to

the depositor. ‘ 1 _—

here neither of the parties to the application i
mem%:rc:: et‘;;v(}hamber an sdditional fee of Rs, 25 shall be paid
to the Secretary for the Chamber.

Rule V{I.—The Arbitrators shall, through the Secretary, ap-
int a time for the hearing of the reference and within seven
days of notice in that behalf the parties shall sign and submit tm
the Secretary a joint written statement or separate written state-
ments in the form aunnexed hereto or as near thereto as eircum-
stapces will permit.
If separate statements are put in, the Imports Sub-Com.
mittee may at its discretion cause a copy of each statement,
with or without accompanying enclosures or extracts therefrom,

. . : . "
bmitted to the opposing party for information, and.remar
ti‘? u;):sisrl;d, before being placed before the Arbiteator or Arbitrators,

.—At the time appointed for the reference, the
parti::tgga};lﬁve ready at the rnoIr)nI; of the Chamber, or clsewhere
as directed by the Secretary, the sale samples duly attested, and
if required, sample pieces or complete bales. S&mplgs or bales so
sent will be at sender's risk and must be accompanied by a peon
in charge and by a cooper to open the packages.

Rule IX.—The Arbitrators or the Umpire shall have general
authority to require from either of the parties such further'writtep
or verbal statements and explanations and other information, evi-
dence and materials as they or he may deem expedient_ for deter-
mining the matter in difference but shall not have the right to tgke
the opiunion or engage the assistance of Counsel, Attorneys or Vakils,

Rule X.—The Arbitrators or the Umpire shall proceed with
the reference in the absence of any party who shall, after due notice
33

pot be made k

~
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refuse or neglect to attend, or who shall have refyseq

. : . 0
to sign and submit the written statement referred to inr I?ﬁ%ele%ﬁ
without haviog previously satisfied the Arbitrators o Umpire th

reasonable and sufficient excuse exists for such ueglect or re at

tusal,

Rule XI.—The Arbitrators or the Umpire in dealing wit}
the reference shall have power to cancel the contract ar (di ) gt\vllt L
performance of the coutract subject to an allowance, oy v lic )
other relief as they or he way think fit, and shall d,irec tgbun .?ny/h
party the costs of the Arbitration shull be paid, apd shall }qls ;‘;:Jch

possible support their or his award by a statement of the
upon which the same may be founded. - e e

i
ABONN

Rule XIL.—The insertion of ; 19 re .
cgntra.cts wade \fvith dealers to the :ﬁ?x;wfh;: Tib‘f(:llxlgncnded ta all
dispute, the parties 10 the contract agree to ahide by ﬂev? b of any
t?e A_rbltrators or  Umpire appointed by theb I“‘)C ( ecmu‘n of
anmltgce of the Chamber under and i terms of ,l)‘”l‘ts Sub-
Arbitrations and Surveys as revised in 1909 ob 1ts Rules for

Rule X1IL—Neither part, i
' . arty shall bring ar g ,
or proceeding whatevey against the Arbitrat%rs mfugsecut(
respecg_of the matters in dispute or any of them
roceeding, save for the enfore i
gany, 2, for the enforcement of the award

Rule XIV.—The tovisions of
.of the first Sehedule lt)hereto shal)lt tilxlleq}{.n
wconsistent with these Rules ap{Jl 10
provided always that in the third !
for the words “thyeg monthg”
" fourteen days” anq in the fift
month” shall he substituted the

ite any suit
mpire for or iy
0T any suit or
agatust the othey

dian Avbiteation Act ang
fiq)r a.s% the sargo are not

all referencey ey

Pply ences eunder

p;oljxlslmn to the .?;ud first Schedyto
: a, 1.10_ substituted the \vordé
! Drovision for the wopds t oy,

WOI‘dS “Ona W(zek.” one

Rule A% SURVEYS.

ule AV — Wy

Chamber‘l for a S‘:‘l‘_‘y Persou may apply to the N eretary of
oomver, for ¢ rvey, and if the Impoys Sub-Cor 1y of the
bl tgn "mt the application is one why; hmmm‘e ho of
y the Chamber, it shall, subject to the rovis: " entertaineq
appoint a Surveyor or Surveyors fron DIOVISO to Rule jyy
event of no special number of Survcy

shall be appointed. ly one
Rule XVI.—The applicant fop 5 &
tion clearly state the purpose for wh?c}?l:;‘;ﬁ’)’ﬁfhal] m hig applica-

) . rvey ig required
Rule XVIL-—Refore any Survey shall e N—
npphcapt; if @ member of the Chamber, shal] na tn ertained, the
a fee of Lis. 16 for cach Surveyor ayq Ry Ip(i{ o the Secretary
and if not a member an additiona] fee of R; 25 f()l 310 Chamber

ok Lo the Chﬁmber.
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GENERAL.

Rule XVIII—All decisions shall be submitted in writing to
the Secretary, who shall then, without disclosing the names of the
Acbiteators, Umpire or Surveyors, communicate the result to the
party or pirties concerned.

Rule XIX.-—A record of all Arbitrations and Surveys shall be
kept in the office of the Chamber.

Bule XX.—~The parties to an Arbitration, or cither of them
or if either of them should be dead their respective personal repre-
sentatives requiring the same, or the applicant for a Survey, shall,
on application, be eatitled to veceive from the Secretary of the
Chamber a certified copy of the Award or Survey Report under
his signature. For each copy of such certificate a fee of Re, 3-8
shall be payable to the Chamber. .

Rule XXI.—Should parties to an Arbitration or the applicant
for a Survey require the attendance of Arbitrators, Umpire or
Surveyors in a suit or other legal proceeding in whick an Award
or Survey Report of the Chamber is to be produced in evidence,
the Secretary of the Chamber is authorised to give the names of
such Arbitrators, Umpire or Surveyors upon receipt of a requisition
by either party stating that it is for that purpose only that the
information is desired,

e At

GENERAL ARBITRATION.

AND

SURVEY RULES

P —
{ As approved in 1910.)

Whercas it is desirable to receive references from, to
arbitrate between, or to hold Surveys for, parties willing to abide by
the judgment and decision of the Chamber of Commerce, it has
been decided by the Committee of the Chamber, and the decision
has bheen approved and made operative by a General Meeting of
the Members, that the subjoined shall be the Rules to be observed
and followed in all cases of disputes when the assistance of the
Chamber shall be invoked, except such as relate to Piece-goods
and Yarns which have been separately provided for.

1. For the purpose of giving effect to the above the Com.
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce shall either appoint such
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Arbitrator or Arbitrators, Surveyor or Surveyors,
think fit, or appoint a Sub-Committee of three p.
whom at least shall be a member of the Committe
to consider and decide the reference.

as they shall
ersons, one of
e of the Chamber,

If two Arbitrators or Surveyors are
the Committee of the Chamber of Comn
Unmnpire, whose decision shall be final.

2. The questions to be referved to
Chamber of Cominerce under these Rules
to mercantile transactions generally, excl
with Piece-goods and Yarns,

appointed and disagree,
nerce shall appoint an

the Committee of the
shall Le such as relato
uding those connected
as noted in the preamble,

3. In case of applications to the
of Commerce for a decision in
select gentlemen to deal with an

ommittee of the Chamber
any dispute, the Committee shall
d decide the reference.

4. Every application shall state that the
will accept and abide by the decision of the Cha

5. When a gentleman who ma
or Surveyor, is directly or indirec
referred to him by the Chamber he s
and in such case a fresh appointmen

parties concerned
mber,

¥y be appointed an Arbiirator,
tly interested in any matter
hall notify his inability to act,
t shall be made forthwith,

6. In case of Arbitration, the Arbitrator shall,
Secretary, appointa time for the hearing of the referen,

in seven days of notice in that beh:lf the parties shall sign and
subwit to the Secretary a joint written statement or separate

written statements in the form annexed hereto Or as near thereto
as circumstances will permit,

through the
ce and with-

If separate statements are put in, the Committee lay at ity
diseretion cause a copy of each statement, with or without accom-
panying enclosures or extracts therefrom, to be submitted to the
opposing party for luformation, and remark if desireq, before
being placed before the Arbitrator,

7. The decision of the Umpire shall Le the decision of the
Arbitration or Survey ; such decision need not neeessarily  coineide
with the opinion of either of the Arbitrators op Surveyors,

8,  All decisions by Arbitrators, or Survcyurs under theye
Rules shall be submitted iy, writing to the Com;nit,tee of the
Chamber of Commerce, which shal] canse the same to he communi.
cated to the parties concerned,

Each decision, so far

as may be possible, shal) be g
by a statement of the reaso

AN upported
ns upon which it is based. Bp

9. Arbitrators or Survey
such evidence as they may de
right to take the opinion or g

ors shall have the
e necessary, but sha)
Asistance of Attorneys

ght to call for
! not have the
or Counsel,

| ) 61
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| 4 y 'Committee,
10. When & matter shall have been referred toa Sub

' jon of tl:e rtrllajority] of such Sub-Committee shall be final,
the decision

f the reference
i shall, for the purpose ol
Such .s“b-Corgen;Itl’;? to répresent the Conmntr;eonc{f tt;lﬁg
mado * lft’ Cbzlmerce and to exercise, for such purpo y,

0 y
Chamber ©

: Committee. . .
full authority of s.u(?h s of Sub-Committees shall be in ozn‘:;lnig h’
11. Al de:l?oge ossible, recapituéat% lligier n:a.eflsg?ssuch hich
o far as irmed by the .
:h:;’l’aie founded h, ﬁh"i:,g:,s;ﬁ:edirection of the Sub.Committee,
all,

tee to the Chamber
mit ,antdeds rties by the Secretary 1
g:t:ommuuica h mu;glzr I:,?lese Rules, shall act as Secretary to al
0,
of Commerce, W

Sub-Committegs' mittecs shall have the rlightshto tul;s ;:rcl:::ﬁf';.gi
12. Sub-Com , and shall also have pow t the

ag they may deem neczzsz;yAtmmeys or Counsel, P"‘g;’i‘gedf;ﬁzw od

the opinion or assm::\!rliously agreed to this EI?T:Sf ® ’

(3) .

disputants hai;;er al,)greed to bear the expe.nse . Survey shall bo

and have furt. application for Arbitration Ol:thutlil . YS orotaty
13. dB‘:’fggﬁ ;:,?;ieglzshall ma:kf sugfh &Zpgr:r;ger of Commerce,

tertaine ) the Committee

2: may be duew-ﬁ:ey ofethe Chamber of Commerce shall fix the
The Commit tion or Survey. . .

fees for each Arbltfa tors or Surveyors shall sta.fte in :rlllgl;xszl;z;':
14. Tl(;e Arl:tlf:toproportion, if any, the foes

in
by whom an

shall be paid.

. 1 turned.
by this Rule will be re
' t aﬁ'ected y t
Deposlts no

s i ference
where neither of the parties to the re

]

15. In case

1l
ree, the fees payable sha
Member of the Ohamgel: %eg%?rﬁf the Chamber, and such
isa A e by

bitrators,
be double those PYECC, Kich oqually belween the Arbitr
c“hanceds ff;sl;mpim’ sad 2 bhamberd Surveys and all decisions
Surveyors bitrations an Cramions
’ 16. A re-i(;;gs()fsﬁ};lll[&{)e kept at the office of the Chambe
Sub-Comm1

i hall, at all
of Comme!‘ce-b :trators, Surveyors and Sub-Committees shall,
Arbitr 'y

isi liberty to take the opinion
- ivi i decision, bo 20 ot or
imes, before Sl"lngfﬂ;ﬁg 8ia,mbe;' of Commerce on any p
t mittee ©
f the Com .
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MADRAS TONNAGE SCHEDULE,

P e S

SANCTIONED BY THE MADRAS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

ARTICLES.
laes in bags ... o 20
AD()- in boxes ... - 20
Al““l aen ..o 20
k\nigeed .. 8
Arrawroot, in cases ... 50
Asafeefida, in bags oo 20
Do. in boxes .. 20
Apparel .. .80
RBark, in bags . . 8
Barilia 20
Bees' Wax ... .. 20
Betel-nut ... ... 18
Books ... 50
Borax or Tincal ... 20
Do. in cases ... ... BO
Brimstone ... 20
Baollion .. o At per
Cake Lac, in bags ... 16
Carwphor, in cases .. 50
Cardamoms, in robbins .., §
Do. in boxes ... 50
Do. inbhags .. 10
Cassia, all sorts ... ... 50
Castor Seed S ¥
Chillies, in bags ... Lo 12
Do.  iu robbins - 14
Chinaroot, in bags 11
Do.  in boxes w50
Chiretta ... ... 50
Ciguars o B0
»Cloves, inbags ... ., §
Do. in chests ... ... 50
Coals e 20
Cochineal ... (]
Coftee, in bags .., .18
Do. in robbins & casks 16
Do. incases ... 17

Coir, Y.& Fibre,serewed bls. 50
Do. imbds. & dhls, ... 10

Copra, in bags .., .12
Coriander Seed .., e 12
Cotton, in bales ... o B0

Do. Piece.goods ... B0
Cowries .., 20
Cutch, in bags w 17

To the Ton.

cwL,
1
i1}

feet.
ewt,

"
feet.
ewt,

ry

33

b2}
feet.
¢wt,
fect.
ewt.
eent.
cwt,
feet.
cwt.,
feet.
cwt,
feet.
cewt.

»

1y

1
feet,

1"

134
cwt.
feat.
cewt,
feet.
ewt,

k3 )

‘l'
feat,

[

”

k)
feet,

1

cwt,

1]

ARTICLES, To the
Diges, wet ... L]
0. dry 16
Dholl .

Elephants’ Teeth, in bulk. 16
Do in cases. 50

Fenugarick Seeds.
‘urn_ltm‘e
Garlic and Onjong

20

B
54

: 12
Ginger, in bags ot hules... 12
. Jo. in ca-es .50
Gingelly Seed .17
Grawm .20
Ground Nuts, in shell 12
. 0. shelled... 16
(;‘-ums, eas., not enumerated 50
Gunny Bags , .. B0
Do, Cloth B0
Gunjah . ;30
Hemp, in bales a0
ides o 50
H(’)l(‘)‘is' Horn Shavings, and
ips 2
Horns, Cow and Buffaly. 7?)
Do, Deer 16
Indigo s
Jute, in bales ’l(&i
ac Dye o
Lard ” gn
Linseed | ';2
Mace, in cases S
Machinery ... o
Metals © o
Myrabolaws ;”
Molasses ~)(7)
Mothe;‘oo’pearl, in hu;.;s::~ 5()
Munjesy . in chests, gu)
Mustard Seed Rt
Niger Seed.., = i;
Il:liumnegs,\ in chests . 50
()zla.lt}; onucz):‘mbugsm'cas. l(()'
01}, in cases . ) r],f
Do. in caska TR N
Olibanum ..~ ""{g

NS o s .

Ton.

ewl,

.|Y
feot,

bA)

T

»
ewt,
feet,
ewt,

feet.

owt,

s
feet,
ewt,

iR

*
wals,

ewt,
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ARTICLES, To the Ton. ARTICLES. To the Ton,
in bags ... ... 15¢wt. | Seed Lac, in bags... e 18 ewt,
ggg;iy, v bb W 200, Senna, iql}mles ... 50 feet.
r, in bags ... .16, Sarsaparilla '
Efgx?ﬁ;,;gd eals... ... 30 feet. Shells[: rough, in bags ... 50 cwt.
Poonac ... 20 ewt. { Shell Lac, 1n cases ... 50 feet,
Poppy Seeds D £ Do. inbags.. .. 16 cwt
Rutchuck .. .. 10 ,, | 8Silk Piece-Goods ... ... 50 feet.
Rape Seed ... o 18 4 I S8kins .o §0 .
Raw Silk, in bales U (1 Soap, country, in cases ... 50 ,,
Pattans ... o200, Do. in bags ... 15 cwt.
Redwood (for Dunnage)... 20 ,, Do, inbars .. 20 ,,
Rhea, in bales ... ... 50 feet. | Stick Lac, in cases ... 50 feet,
Rice, in bags o 20 cwt. Do. in bags .. 18 ewt,
Roping, in coils ... ) feet. | Sugar, including Jaggery,
Ig , lines and twines, in in bags... .. e 20 4,
bundles ... ... 14 cwt. | Tallow, cases or casks ... 20 ,,
Do. Coir, in coils L, Tale .20,
Rum, in casks ... 210 Tmp. gals. | Tamarind, in cas. or casks 20 ,, ¢
Saffiour, in bales ... 50 feet. | Tapioca ... ... 50 feet.
Sago, in cases ... «. 850 ,, | Tea, in chests ... . 80,
Sal Ammoniac, in bags ... 15 cwt. | Timber .. . 80,
Deo. in cases ... 50 feet. | Tobacco, in bales... .o b0y,
Saltpetre ... ... 20 ewt. | Tortoise-shell, in chests ... 50 ,,
Salt L2, '{'}\trxlrmirlc, in bags. . ég ewt.
od 200, hea, - e -
gﬁgﬂ:sy‘;‘oins w 16 4, Wool, in bales ... ... 50 feet,
Sealing Wax, in cases .., 50 feet. | Ali other articles not enu-
Seed Lac, in cases... .. 50, merated, in bales or cases 50 ,,

Rule.~—The articles mentioned in the margin ﬁre llso be %eagured
i i y . before shipment, at the Press, Godown,
bﬁe&%,hgﬁé,%ﬁ?:?éeg‘é?::é or on the Ii%each, at the option of the
Leaf, Woo}, and Sarsapasilla.  ghipper, and the measurement is to be
entered on the face of the Bill of Lading. In measuring, the callipers
are to take in the rope, or iron hoop, on the one side of the bale, and
leave it out on the other. Half inches are to he given and taken
alternately. Ten bales per cent., as a maximum, are to be measured,
moiety to be chosen by the shipper and moiety by the ship ; and, in
the event of any dispute arising, the bales are to be measured by a
Surveyor to be appointed by the Chamber of Commerce. The Sur-
veyor’s decision to be final, and his fee to be Rs. B, one-half to be
borne by each party. All other goods to be measured at *he port of
discharge.

SUNDAYS AND CHARTER-PARTY HOLIDAYS IN RELATION
TO MERCANTILE CONTRACTS. -

The following Ruling was adopted at a General Meeting of
the Madras Chamber of Commerce held on the 29th April, 1902 .-
Goods falling due for delivery on a Sunday, or on a Charter-Party

and Shipping Holiday, must be delivered on the day previous to the
Sunday or the Charter-Party and Shipping Holiday, as the case may be,
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TN AR A A o

RATES OF AGENCY AND COMMISSION,

%

(Aa revised by the Chamber of Commerce, and recommended for
general approwl and adoption.)

© Per cent,
On the total amount of payments and receipts.
of an account, excepting ‘sums on which a
higher Commission has been provioualy
charged, and sume peid for Bills of Ry.
change on England drawn by the Agent .. Ha.lf
On purchasing and selling” Bills of Exchange ... One,
On Subscription to Government loans, urchas- '
ing, selling, transferring,  or “ex gmg
public Securities and Bank Shares .., - . .. Quarter.
On obtainin enfaoement of Government Pro-

missory ‘o o i 0ne~Exghth
On delivering up Public Securities or lodgms

them in any of the Public Offices ..., - . Quaster,
On negotiating or renewmg losn or cash credlt at )

the Bank of Madras, or elsewhere .. , . Half,
On receiving and delivering Private Commwmo

of Goods and Merchandise ... ne . Twoda Half,
On charge of Ho,use Property and oolleetxon of
~ Rents.. e . Five,
On letters of credxt granted . v One,

- On the management of Estates for Executore ar
Administrators, or on becomin
for Administrators . 8 Secnmy

Two &
On debts when process of La.'w or Arbltratxon » Half.
is necessary ... Vi " do

X recovered by such means " Five
On Bills of Exchange, Noten, &o.; dxshonoured .- Orie,
On overdue debts collected: ’ '
On all sales or purchases of Goods
With the following exeeptxons —
On Houses, Lands, and Ships
On Diamonds, Pearls, avig Jewellery-
On Treasure and Bullion = |,

- s+ Five,

do
tee (21 0118.

S Tyvo &'a Half,

e Two & 5 Half,

RATES OF AGENCY AND COMMISSION. 265

On all Goods and Merchandise with-
drawn, shipped or delivered to order,
On all other descriptions of property
for sale, if withdrawn or otherwise Half Commission,
(hsp()b(,d of by the owners.
On goods transferred to Auction or
Commission Salesmien.

On investing Proceeds of Sales in goods . Two & a Half
On guarantecing Sales, Bills, Bonds, Contracts

tor mmdq or other enngmmts do
On Ship’s disbursements e do

On Ship’s disbursements when no  outward
Conmiission on I‘rught or Passage Money

is earned . Five.
On Chartering Ships or eng (tglng l‘mnmge for
other Parties . Two & a Half,

On the amount of Freight or P«ws(wc Money
enrned by Ships, by charter or othe1w1se
whether the same shall pass thlough the
Agent’s hand or not , ... Five,

When the Commission of 2} per cent. on the
Inward Freight paid, at Home or in
Madras, does not in the case of Steamers
vid the Suez Canal exceed Rs. 100, then
that sun shall be charged.

On cffecting Insurance, whether ‘on lives or pro-
perty . ... Hali,

On scttling Insurance danns losses and aver-
ages of all class, \\'hcth(‘l on lives or
propelby and on recoveries of returns of

premium ... -+ Two & a Half,
On negotiating bottonnv or I\espondentm Bond do .
On attending the delivery of Contract Goods ... Two,
On receiving Passage Momy by Ships cntered

inwards ... y . ... One,
On realising Freights . Two & a Half,

On arranging and ~mpeuntend1ng the t/ld.llbhlp-
ment of Cargo, vn the Amount of Freight N
go re-engaged - Five.

On the management of Vessels chmtered else-
where for the conveyance of Coolies or
Troops, on account of Passage Money ... Two & a Halt

f Trustee, on the

- acting in the capacity o

For bmc%me of the Trust Fund do
34
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On landing and reshipping Goods from any
Vessel in distress, or on landing and  selling
by auction damaged Goods from any such
Vessel, and acting as Agent for the Mas-
ter on behalf of all concerned, on the de-
clared value of all such Goods as may he
re-shipped, and on the net proceeds of all
such Goods as may be publicly sold oL Two & o Halt

That brokerage at the rate of 4 (half) per cent. '
be an accepted charge on all freight,

(Additions on the Ist Junwury, 1877.)

When the freight is payable in sterling the Commission shall
be caleulated on the sterling amount at the following rates
for Bank Billy, viz., at the rate for six months’ sight Bank
Bills, when the freight is by Sailing Ships, and at the
rate for three months’ sight Bank Bills, when by Steamer, ‘

On Ships leaving the Port in ballast, which have heen con-
signed inward, upon the English net registere
6 annas per ton,

On Steamers leaving the Port in Dhallast, which have been con-
signed inward, upon the English net
8 annas per ton.

On Ships leaving the Port in ballast, which have been consign-
ed inward and outward, upon the English net re risé bl
tonnage, 12 annas per ton. glstere

On Steamers leaving the Portin ballast, which have heen ¢
signed inward and outward, upon the Euglish net regi t)\“:
ed tonnage, Lupee 1 per ton, ® gster-

When the amount on which Commission is payable is stated i
Rupees, the Commission shall be  caleulated in ltlrw( i
rency, and when in sterling, at the rate provided f();' ulut
the Rule which fixes the rate “ on procuring freight.” tnder

With respect to a Steamer or Sailing Vessel pill‘tstll. dischar
ed which does not return to this port for cau‘-yr() tscliurg:
homeward” voyage, the rate shall he 8 annas i’ 1”“ her
every ton discharged, provided the total amount ‘nn s
Rs. 100, failing which Rs. 100 shall be charge <00

The conversion into Indian currency of sterling fr.ci bt o
in "Magrgs ehallunless otherwise stipulated ltb-l payable
the rate for Bank Bills on London payablé e
and the rate ruling at the close of a Majl shali ({)n demand ;
applicable to such purpose during the subsequent, wicihc rate

{Addition on the 1st January, 1881, .

Brokerage on a forward contract shall he pavahil.

Ple%ion of the trapsaction. °C payable on the gy,

d tonnage,

registered tonnage,

i ————

NON WEATHER-WORKING LAY DAYS IN MADRAS. 26%

NON WEATHER-WORKING LAY DAYS
IN MADRAS.

The following Rule defining non weather-working lay days
in Madras was adopted at the General Monthly Meeting of the
Madras Chamber of Commerce held on the 26th July, 1910 :—

“During inclement weather, the Committee of the Madras
Chamber of Commerce, in consultation with the Port Officer, will
decide as to what may or may not be considered a weather.
working day.

N.B.—The procedure under this Rule is to be as follows:—

When the parties interested cannot agree as to whether a day
is & weather-working day or not, the matter shall be represented on
the same day to the Committee of the Chamber of Commerce, and
if the Committee and the Port Officer agree that, by reason of
inclement weather, the day should be declared a non weather-
working day, the Committee shall forthwith declare it to be so,
and place it on record for further reference if necessary.”
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