REPORT

ON AN lNQUlRY INTO

The Silk Industry in India

“H. MAXWELL-LEF ROY,

Impertal Silk Specialist and

E. C. ANSORGE, ICS.

..

“VOLUME I

Present Condltlon of
the Silk Trade“& Ind

E C. ANSORGE ,1cs'_ |

CALCUTTA

N 590VERNMENT PRINTING, INDIA
1917

v
»



Report
On an Inquiry into the Silk Industry

in India



Agents for the Sale of Books Published by the
Superintendent of Government Printing, India, Calcutta.

IN EUROPE.

Constable & Co., 10, Orange Street, Leicester Square,
London, W.C.

Kegan Paul, Trench, Tritbner & Co., 68-74, Carter
Lane, E.C., and 25, Museum Street, London, W.C.

Bernard Quartich, 11, Grafton Street, New Bond
Street, London, W.

P. 8. King & Sons, 2 & 4, Great Smith Street, West-
minster, London, S.W.

H. 8. King & Co., 65, Cornhill, and 9, Pall Mall,
London.

Grindlay & Co., 54, Parliament Street, London, S.W.
Luzac & Co., 46, Great Russell Street, London, W.C.

IN INDIA AND

Thacker, Spink & Co., Calcutta and Simla.
Newman & Co., Calcutta.

R. Cambray & Co., Calcutta.

S. K. Lahiri & Co., Calcutta.

B. Banerjee & Co., Calcutta.

The Indian School Supply Depét, 309, Bow Bazar,
Street, Calcutta, and 226, Nawabpur, Dacca.

Butterworth & Co. (India), Ltd., Calcutta.

Rai M. C. Sarcar Bahadur & Sons, 75-1-1, Harrison
Road, Calcutta.

The Weldon Library, 18-5, Chowringhee, Calcutta.

Standard Literature Company, Limited, Calcutta,
Lal Chand & Sons, Caleutta.

Higginbotham & Co., Madras. .

V. Kalyanarama Iyer & Co., Madras. *~
G. A. Natesan & Co., Madras.

S. Murthy & Co., Madras.

Thompson & Co., Madras.

‘Temple & Co., Madras.

P. R. Rama Iyer & Co., Madras.

Vas & Co., Madras.

E. M. Gopalakrishna Kone, Madura.
Thacker & Co., Ltd., Bombay.

A. J. Combridge & Co., Bombay.

D. B. Taraporevala, Sons & Co., Bombay.

Radhabai Atmaram Sagoon, Bombay. | | i ]

-

W. Thacker & Co., 2, Creed Lane, London, E.C.

T. F‘i)serh(ejr Unwin, Ltd., 1, Adelphi Terrace, London,
Wm. Wesley & Son, 28, Essex St., Strand, Londonx,

B. H. Blackwell, 50 & 51, Broad Street, Oxford.
Deighton Bell & Co., Ltd., Cambridge.

Oliver and Boyd. Tweeddale Court, Edinburgh,

E. Ponsonby, Ltd., 116, Grafton Street, Dublin,
Ernest Leroux, 28, Rue Bonaparte, Paris, France,
Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague, Holland.

CEYLON.

Sunder Pandurang, Bombay,

Gopal Narayan & Co., Bombay.

Ram Chandra Govind & Son, Bombay,

A. H. Wheeler & Co., Allahabad, Calcutta, and Bombay,

N. B. Mathur, Su t., Nazir K .
Allahabad, T snun Hind  Press,

Rai Sahi . . .
ai ?fxalillgrlev'l. Gulab Singh & Sons, Mufid-i-Am Press,

Rama Krishna & Sons, Lahore,
Supt., American Baptist Missjon Press,
Manager, the « Hitavada,” Nagpur,

S. C. Talukdar, gt 0., C
Beha;;,:, ar, Proprietor, Students & Co., Cooch

Rangoon,

A. M. & J. Ferguson, Ceylon.

Manager, Educational Book Depé
zﬁlbbulpore.* erots, Nag

Manager of the Imperial Book ot, 6:
Chauk Street, Delhy, " oP%t 63, Chandnoy

Manager, “The Agra Medical Hall and Co-operative

Assaciati td
Agi(;(;‘litlon, Ltd.” (Successors to A. John & Co.,

Supt., Basel Missi .
Mangaloro.* sion Book and Tract Depository,

P Varadachary & Co., Madrag.*
H. Liddell, Printer, ete., 7, South Road, Allahabad, *

Ram Dayal Agarwala, 184, Katra, Allahabad, *
D. C. Anand & Sons, Peshawar,*

Manager, Newal Kishore Press, Luckno w.¥

pur and

* Agents for the Sale of Legislative Department publications only.

REPORT

ON AN INQUIRY INTO

The Silk Industry in India

H. MAXWELL-LEFROY,
Imperial Silk Specialist and

E. C. ANSORGE, 1CS5.

VOLUME I

Present Condition of
the Silk Trade of ludigi

E. C. ANSORGE, ILCS.

CALCUTTA

SUPERINTENDENT GOVERNMENT PRINTING, INDIA
1917




[u—y
d

CONTENTS.

¥ ' . Pacwm.

INTRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . N v

1. Raw silk imports . . ‘ <. 35
2._Consumption of Chiva and Indla,n raw sxlk in the Premdency .« . . 86
3. Decline of Bengal raw silk in the Presidency . . . . .. | 88
4. Methods of improvement . . . . . ., . . . . 40
6. Raw silk exports by sea . . .- . . . . . . . 4
6. Exports by rail . . . e e e 46
7. Silk substitutes: artificial silk and mercensed cotton . . a1 46
8. Silk manufactures. Fore1gn 1mportp B
9. Silk manufactures. Indian fmports . . . . . .. 48
10. Silk manufacturss. Exports . .~ ' T
11. Weaving in. the Madras Presidency: Industnal methods Thé “Big ' -

" ConJeeveram Urban Weavers’ Union.” . ‘ R 1 \
12. Industrial condition . .o c e S e S Y
CHAPTER IIL.—THE SILK TRADE IN THE PUNJAB AND

. NORTH-WEST FRONTIER: PROVINCE.

1. Raw silk. The transfrontier import of Kashmir silk . o . : = b5
2. Punjab trade in raw silk and declive of Tndiansilk . . . . . 57
3. Nature of raw silk in use in the Punjab . . . . . . . 62
4. Silk substitutes . - U 64
5. Methods in trade in raw sllk from Yarkand and Bokhara S
6. Industrial methods . . . . . . . . . . [ _g8
7. Exportsofrawsilk . . . .. . Lo .0 . . o 68 |
8. Silk manufactures. Foreign and Indian imports. The’silk trade in the

/

CHAPTER I.-—THE SILK TRADE IN BOMBAY.

1. Trade of Bombay Port Town and- Presidency e e 1
' 2. Uncertainty of figures for Railborne Trade . . . . . . 2
. 3. Consumption of raw silk in Bombay- . S . o . 4
4. Imports of foreignrawsilk . . . . . ., . . . 6
5. Sources of imports and changes in their nature . e 8
6. Import trade in former years . . . AR . . . . 12
7. 8ilk manufactures . . . . . . . . .- . . 14
8. Foreign manufactures. Imports of silk yarns, noils and warps into India . 17
9. Goods of silk mixed with other materials . . . . . ., | 20
10. Silk piece-goods .o . S k 21
. Other silk manufactures and s1lk substltutes (mercenled cotton and artlﬁ- :
cial silk) . . . . . . . . . . . . 28"
12. Organization of the silk trade . . . . . . 24
13. Trade in silk (by rail and coastwise) between Bombay and other provinces 25
14. Internal trade in silk . . . S . . . 27
15. The Silk Industry in the Bombay Premdency . e .29
16. Silk in Poona and Ahmedabad q,nd causes of decline . . ., . 30
17. Silk in Surat . . - . . . 31 -
18. Decline of the Silk Industry in the Bombay Presldancy e . s 488

CHAPTER II.—THE SILK TRADE IN MADRAS.

P unjab . . . . M . . . . . . . . 69 ‘

VoL 1I. - o : o



it

9. The silk trade in Peshawar .
10. Causes of the decline of Indian manufactures
11. Exports of silk manufactures
12. Table’of imports and exports

ApPENDIr.—Statement showmg s1lk waste and cocoons produced in Kashmlr

CHAPTER IV.—THE SILK TRADE OF INDIA.

SuMMaRY aAND CONCLUSION.
. Raw silk exports

. Share of each province and destmatlon of exports
Exports of silk manufactures
Imports by sea. Raw silk

Imports by sea. Silk manufdctures
Mercerised cotton yarn

Artificial silk yarn

Re-exports of foreign silk .

9. Transfrontier trade , -
- 10. Estimates of total imports and exports

11. The Silk Industry in India. Estimate of tot l .
12. The census figures . . . . . ) Pmductmn - . .

13. Weaving in Benares
14. Winding and winding waste
15. Summary

.

WS N =

Arrexpix A.—Effect of the War u on the Silk
ArpENDIX B.—(Tables). p ik Trade in India

Table - — : . i
e L Bxpons of ot et Chinsfo o
), IIL _EXI:?Z;S 1(;1f Iizlx)‘sv silk, showmg share of each provmce quan:
, IV. _.Ex;;zrti :f raw silk, showmg share of each plovmce .value
s V. —Exgolréssscii é‘eeleu sllk and chassam from Bengal Bombay
., VI. —Exl?l);tsb:fe Sliaw .s1lk chassam and cocoons from Calcutta

. VII.—Exports of raw silk,

showm
5 - VIII. —Exports of Indian g & countnes

of ﬁnal d inati
ik manutactires - estmatxon

” IX. —Exports of silk man
. Maddeos an ufaotures from Bengal Bombay and
v X. —Exports of silk
plece-goods from Cal
. XI.—Exports of silk m £ ° cutta (m bales)

4 destination A actures, Showmg GO“ntnes of final
»» XIL.—Imports of raw silk ) ) .
»»  XIIL.—TImports of silk manufactures L
»  XIV. —Imports of silk . .

ot manufactures showmg countnes of cons1gn-

. XV -Re-exports of foxelgn silk

, . . .

Paux,

72
72
73
T4
75

76
77
79
80
81
85
86
87
88
91
94
96
07
98
100

102

105
106

107
107
108

109
19{1]
110

111
111

112
1138
118

114
115

iii

The following Statements and Returns have, among others, been made

use of for the compilation of the Statistics contained in this report :—
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Annual Statements of the Sea-borne Trade of British India (available up
to 1913-14).

Annual Statements of the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation of Bombay Include

(available to 1914-15).
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(available to 1914-15). ;
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(available to 1914-15).
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(available to 1914-15).

Annual Statements of the Sea-borne Tradeand Navigation of Burma

(available to 1913-14).
Annual Reviews of the Trade of India.(available to 1914- 15)

. Annual Reports on the Maritime Trade of Sind (available to 1913-14).

Railborne Trade.

Annual Accounts of Trade carried by Rail and River in India (available

to 1913-14).
Reports of the Railborne Trade of Bombay (available to 1914-15).

Reports of the Railborne Trade of Madras (available to 1914-15).

Internal Land Trade by Rail and River of the Punjab 1nclud1ng &rth-

West Frontier Province (available to 1914-15).

Foreign Railborne Traffic of the Mysore State (now pubhshed quart.er]y——-

available to December 31st, 1915).

 Transfrontier Trade.
External Land Trade Reports of the Punjab (to 1914- 15)

External Land Trade Reports of North-West Frontier Province (to

1914-15).
Transfrontier Trade Reports of Burma (to 1913-14)
Transfrontier Trade Reports of Bengal (to 1914-15).
Transfrontier Trade Reports of Assam (to 1914-15).

Census

Volumes comprising the Census Reports of Indla-——1901 a.nd 1911

‘ Industrial Occupations in the Madras Presidency by A. Chatterton
C. 1. E. (extracted from the Census Report of 1911).
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The following have also been consulted :(—
Consular Reports on Silk in Lyons and St. Etienne.
Geoghegan’s “ Silk in India,” 1880. o
Liotard’s “ Memorandum on Silk in India.” 1883, »

Watt’s Dictionary of Economic Products (Vol. VI).

Provincial Monographs on Silk Fabrics (Bombay, Madras, Bengal

‘ Punjab, etc.).
Leo Durand’s “Raw 'Silk.” ’ .

Tariff Schedules and Monthly ‘Statemenis o? averagg values of artlcles,

from the Bombay Customs Department
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1 have aléo to acknowledge statistics supplied by—

The Director of Statistics, for Imports, Exports and Re-expotts of
British India. ,

The Director of Sericulture, Kashmir State, for production of silk in
that State. _ ,

The office of the Director of Agriculture, Bengal, for mulberry acreage
in Bengal. : :

The Secretary, Economic Conference, Mysore State, for mulberry
acreage and Exports in Mysore. :

Intrg)duction.

it was originally intended that this report should give a complete survey
of the present condition of the Silk Trade in India. Circumstances have,
however, rendered it impossible for me to visit several of the most important
of the silk centres. Rangoon, for example, is second only to Bombay as a .
centre of the import trade in foreign silk, and Mandalay was, according to

-the census of 1911, the fifth most important district in India for silk weaving

and spinning. According to the same census, Murshidabad was the largest
silk weaving and spinning district in India, and Malda is still of first-class
importance as a silk-producing centre. It will be seen later that the difficulty
of estimating the consumption of silk in the North-West is greatly complicated
by the transit of Kashmir silk through the Punjab, and accurate details of
the Kashmir trade have not been forthcoming. I have unfortunately been
prevented from visiting either Burma or Kashmir, and my enquiries in
Bengal have been confined to the Presidericy Town. The scope of this report
has had consequently to be somewhat reduced, and although, after dealing
with the condition of the trade in the Bombay and Madras Presidencies -and
in the Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province, an attempt has been
made to give a general estimate of the trade of India as a whole, this last
chapter is largely based upon trade statistics and reports, which it has not
always been possible to check or correct by information obtained from pergonal
enquiries. Bombay, in addition to the fact that this Presidency is from the
point of view of silk weaving one of the three chief areas in India, also bolds
a unique position by reason of its import trade, which constitutes it by far
the most important silk-distributing centre in this country.  Bengal 1s, of

*course, of the first importance as having been in former years one of the great

silk-producing areas of the world, and until recently by far the most impi#t-
ant in India. Bumma, as has been said above, imports more raw silk by sea
than any other province except Bombay, and also carries on an extensive trade
in silk across its frontiers. It is said also that silk is more commonly worn
in that province than i any other except Assam. The Punjab owes its
importance in this connection to the fact that it is probably the greatest
consumer of foreign silk manufactures in this country. The Madras Presi-
dency contains a considerably larger number of silk weavers than any other

‘Presidency, Province, or State, and its continued use of Indian material and

comparatively small import of foreign silk gives to this Presidency a peculiar
position in an enquiry of this nature. The conditions prevailing in these
various provinces differ in the extreme :—in the Punjab and the North-West,
for example, no Indian raw silk is to be seen: in Madras, in some places
practically nothing but Mysore and Bengal silk is used. The problem to be
taced throughout India, however, is the widespread adolption of foreign raw
material and foreign manufactures in the place of the Indian products,.and
the decline of production in this country. Before such a problem’ car be
solved it is of the utmost importance that the actual condition of the industry
should be known. It is due to this consideration that details of the trade—
which may at first sight appear meticulous—(such for example as the actual
kinds and “chops” of raw silk in use in any centre)—have been included in
this report. Before 'the indigenous material can replace foreign raw silk
upon the looms, and before silk’ cloth woven in .Indla can reg ce foreign
manufactures in the markets, they must be supplied of the kind and quality
which is most in demand. The nature of this demand differs all ovef India,

“and it is therefore indispensable™that it should be clearly understood, before

the Indian material can be su plied in a form which will satisfy the market.
The first thing is to discover the exact nature of the demand in any particular
market, and the second is to supply that demand as cheaply as possible. - This -
is undoubtedly the procedure of the Japanese merchants,"and it may seem the
obvious one, but it is a fact that it is not the one commonly followed in this.

- country. New markets and a new demand can, of course, be created where

circumstances are favourable, but where old markets exist it is primarily of
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CHAPTER I.

The Silk Trade of Bombay.
1. Bombay receives about 80 per cent. of the total imports of silk goods

into India. The following table will show the amount of raw and manu-
factured silk imported into India in 1913-14:by sea and its distribution among
the various importing provinces :— o ’

Sea-borne Trade.  _ ' Rs. .
Imports 191314~
Bombay 3,23,84,265
Burma 86,52,705
Bengal ’13,99,920
Sind . -~ 6,60,690
Madras | 6,50,985
-
ToraL OF INDIAN IMPORTS . 4,37,18,665

3

In 1914-15 the total Sea-borne import trade of the Presidency fell to
Rs. 2,57,01,712. These figures include silk of all kinds,—raw, waste, yarns
and warps, and piece-goods. In addition to this amount, the Presidency
received, according to the official figures, raw silk to the value of Rs. 49,84,826
and silk piece-goods to the value of Rs. 32,985 by rail, and Rs. 31,896 worth
by coast-wise trade. Bombay being the emporium for the distribution of
silk, a .considerable amount of Sea-borne imports are re-exported from
Bombay Port. In 1914-15 these re-exports were valued at Rs. 5,94,107.
Exports from Bombay—Dby sea, rail and coastwise—amounted to Rs. 30,97,704.
A balance-sheet for the Bombay Presidency may therefore be struck thus :—

Balance-sheet of Bombay Trade in silk during 1914-15.

IMPORTS. ExporTs.
| — Raw (inclu- ; T
ding yarn, | Manufac. ~ Manufac-
noils and tured. ToraL. Raw. tured. Tora.
warps). -
Re. - Rs. Rs. . Ra. - Re. Rs.:
* I
Sea-borne . . - | 1,33,23,042 | 1,23,78,670 | 2,57,01,712 1,07,468 6,71,842 7,79,310
- , N
Failbone . . .| 49,8482 | 32985| 080178111 1001184 434512 | 24,2569
 Constwise . . T 8,615 23,281 31,806 | 334016 | 162789 | 486,805
Torar . | 1,83,06483 | 1,24,34,036 | 3,07,51,419 | 24,32,668 | 1‘2,59,-@1;;» - 3801811
Deduct Exporta 24,32,668 | 12,50,143 | 36,91,811 e e ’
[ . : -
* Net Import 1,68,83,815 | 1,11,75,793 | 2,70,50,008 |

From, this table it would, appear
imported silk is consumed in Bomba;
sheets of Bombay Port and Bombay

b

that vby far the g:reé-térhf)ort;ion of the
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»
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major'portion of .the imported raw silk, at least, is absorbed by Bombay Port
Town. : - . : . 5
Balance-sheet of Bombay Port trade in row silk (excluding yarn, noils and warps) during 1914-15.

- \ Imports. \ Exports.
Sea-borne., ; Tbs. \ tbs.
Foreignsilk . . . .« .+« . . 2,047,339 \ 12,943
Coocoons and waste . . . e e . 130,252 40,017
- Coastwise. -
Foreign silk . . . . . . . . . 1,637 81,396
By Rail.
Within Presidency . . . . . 3,856 548,000
Foreiga slle From other Presidencics - . . o, ‘ 37,0424 308,970
’ {Within Presidency . . . . . 25,905 21,180
Indiansitk .
From qther Presidencies . . N 605,797}1* 4,246
- R ]
Tora . ‘ 2,851,729 ’ 1,108,752
Deduct Bxports <« 1,108,752 i
Net Import . 1,74},977 5\

— Imports, ‘ Exports.
S
Ibs, 1bs.
Foreign silk 450 !
Coastwise . { "
Indian silk 290 4,424
: From Bombay Port - 2
By Rail. Indian { %0 008
»  Other Presidencies 9,082} 5,445
- ( ¥rom Bombay Port 548,000
Foreign { 00 | hope
» Other Presidencies . i 247}
( Torar ., » §79,9024 39,8774
\ Deduct Exports . 39,877}
Net Import e 540,025 ' Y

o

2. If these tables, compiled from the official o

implicitly, we should have to account for an e
' allgtin'ds by Bombay Port Town. The
illusory, for the reason that the statistics for Railborne

deceptive. This is due to the following ¢

(1) Goods booked as parcels by passenge i '
p . v r trains are
included in any returns. It is ce%tain that a v oy copparent]
amount of silk is in this way transferred fro
% This ineuded 7,116 maunds T —
. probably s mistake, vide below. (987,070 The.) xecorded e, exported from Clonsta to

ery considerable
m one place to

e

Bombey. This is

3

d some silk centres undoubtedly receive and distribute
ﬁlﬁhﬁ;’?&ir goods by this method. For example, a&ordmg to
local estimates Trichinopoly receives Rs. 50,000 worth of raw
silk annually from Bengal and considerable supplies from
Mysore or Kollegal, and in its turn exports large quantities of
silk piece-goods to Madras, from which place they are distributed
throughout the Presidency. The whole of this trade is carried
as parcels by passenger train, the extra cost being regarded as

compensated by the increased security.

(2) The use of the Post Office as & medium for the despatch of small
quantities of silk goods.* How far this factor affects the figures
given above can only be a’ matter of conjecture, but a certain
quantity of silk piece-goods is certainly sent by post from

. Bombay to the Punjab and North-West Frontier. Especially
has this been the case récently, when, owing to the apprehension
of unsettled conditions on the frontier, some importers have
received their goods viéd Bombay or Karachi Ports and thence by

. post, instead of by the more risky transfrontier routes.

(8) A certain quantity of silk manufactured goods must be taken out

' of Bombay Port Town by small retail-sellers—box-wallahs and
the like—for sale up-country. These goods, going as personal
luggage, will also escape registration by the railway companies.

(4) These figures do not include any trade by road. It may safely be
assumed that this traffic must be of some magnitude where, as in
the case of Poona and Bombay, a large centre of the silk trade
lies close to the port town; or where there is no convenient route
by rail. Thus, for example, in the “Foreign Railborne Traffic
of Mysore State ” (published by the Mysore Economic Con-
ference) it is admitted that “the Kollegal taluk of the
Coimbatore District finds an outlet for its produce by the bridge
over the Cauvery at Sivasamudram, and a valuable silk traffic-

certainly passes this way.” -

- From these examples it is clear that a very considerable quantity of sille
is transferred from one place to another without any record of it being kept.
Further, a careful study of the figures actually recorded makes it only too
clear that very little reliance can be placed upon them. It will be necessary
to give only a few examples of this, but the number might be increased
almost. indefinitely. From 1918-14 arrangements have been made by the
Mysore State with the Railway Company for figures to be supplied direct
at regular intervals during the year. The figures for exports and imports
of silk for Mysore State in 1913-14, as published by. the Mysore Economic

B Conference, read as follows.:—

Imports. Exports.

Mds. Mds,
Foreign raw silk . e . e . 9% Nil.
Indian raw Sﬂk . ) . . . ‘o » ¢ e 200 5,500

Below are shown the figures for the same year as gi§en in the “ Inland Trade
(Rail angd River borne) of India »:— : S

Tnaports, Exports.
. ' Cwt. Cwt. .
Foreign raw silk . . L0 LT 1o gl
Indian raw silk . . . . R . 198 g,mp e

These-figures are so unlike as to render any comparisen impossible. - Nor
can the figures published by the- Mysore» Economic Conference be taken as a_
correct guide to the movements of silk, and the other figures be disregarded,
for, according to the former, Mysore State neither imported mor exported
any foreign raw silk-in the year 1914:15, but did import 349 maunds of

Indian raw silk. Now nothing is more certain  than that some quantity of

. Alsi‘z raw ailk : theye is a considerable mg¥ement of raw ajlk in parcels up to ten pou_!lg\a__w@@t in (ndu.
- | Nion
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Chinese raw silk is used in Mysore,
by goods ®rain, and on the other h
large a quantity of Indian raw sil

Similarly, as regards values, pr
Rs. 553-7 a maund on raw silk

exports to. Madras and Rs. 383-2-6 on those ) ity i ity i
to. Bombay. In 1913-14 the values were assigned by the authorities in Imports. Q“&lntf;.tym Exports. Quallllt;l:.ym
Ii\l}éqore, and tgise rTezd atﬁRs. 576 for foreign and Rs. 600 per maund for

ndian raw silk. ese nigures tend to show that the valu
assigned in the Ordina,ry way are very far indeed from the a::u:irl‘)’:ﬁ?:l(l% By Sea ¥roM FOREIGN COUNTRIES. - By Sea T0 FOREIGN COUNTRIES,
the goods. . | Foreign Produce— Re-exports, Foreign Produce— i
. While dealing with the figures for the Railborne Trade of Mysore State, Wasto e b B A
lf; ?atX be( Obsel"ifgil 5that llt has recently heen discovered that all previous Cocoons . . . 7,030 | By Sa o FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
statistics (up to ) included waste along with reeled silk under the head \ ' ’
“ Indi ” 7 i : T . Indian Prod |

Indian raw, thereby causing the exports of silk to be estimafed at about B Codstwiss FRos INpiax Provioss BT 7,322
50 per cent. above their rea] value, T Indian Produoe Waste 2,881

To take another example of the uncertainty of the official figures, it is Silk . ‘ 3,102]  Coooons . : Nil

gtatlzﬁ 4:1; 5the Ra;ll(a)%lbne Trage returns that Bombay received from Calcutta By COASTWISE FROM INDIAN PROVINOES. | By CoastwisE 70 INDIAN PROV.NCES.
in N, ver (990 maunds of Indian raw silk, valued at over Rs. 45 : i
lakhs. No such large consi gnment of Indian raw material is shown in pre%- Fomg?kwuce. 5,251 mgﬂimml-ce— “ 1,600
ceding years and the only conclusion possible, if the figure is to be trusted,
would be that some large silk concern 1n the Port Town has recently enor- BY RAIL AND RIVER, ETC. By CoASTWISE T0 INDIAN PROVINCES.
mously increased its consumption of Bengal raw silk, for the sea-borne Indien Produce 67,915 | Foreign Produce—
exports and railborne exports from Bombay Port Town show nothing to Foreign Produce CM02f Silk 121,909
counterbalance this figure. The most careful enquiry has, however, failed | '
to reveal any such increased consumption in the Port Town. Neither of the ToraL 1,753,638 B Rtk Axp Rava,
European Mills and none of the leading native importers in that city know """ | Indisa Produce 200,070
anything of'such.a consignment, and on the other hand the chief exporting Deduct Exports 1,119,804 | Foreign Produce . 576,840
firm of Indian silk in Calcqtta (Ahderson, Wright and Co.) know equally ’
little on the subject. The figure must, therefore, be considered at the best Net Import, being amount available for 6338341 - " ToraL 1,119,804
as highly doubtful .unless and until details are obtained as to the actual local demands. .
nonsignee of such silk, and in the meantime it means a reduction of 7,116
maunds in quantity and over Rs. 45} lakhs in value from the raw silk shown

whether it be obtained by passenger or
and there is no evidence to show that so
k enters the Mysore State, since the only
conceivably import Indian raw silk is the
tore District in the Madras Presidency.
evious o 1913-14 the values assigned were

in the returns as imported by rail into Bombay during 1914-15 which (includ-

ing this amount) is only give
year.*

n as 7,464 maunds in the official returns for that
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e ‘
sheet given by G. Watt in the “ Dictionary of the Economic Products of

India ” for 1888-89.

Balance-sheet of the Transactions with the Port Town of Bombay in raw silk during 1888-89.

This gives a net import to the Port Towx of 633,834 lbs., and though
there is no reason to suppose that in this case either the figures for railborne

trade are entirely trustworthy, yet this quantity is probably far nearer the
. ‘ ) ' ) . ) actual consumption than that shown in the balance-sheet for 1914-15.
3. Since, therefore, a very large proportion of the silk carried by rail goes A similar table from the same work for the trade of Bombay Presidency
ns parcels and not as goods and is therefore not included in the returns, and "mav also be inserted : - :
since moreover the returns themselves are open to grave suspicion, it is clear y )
that the amount of silk both raw and manufactured actually consumed in
Bombay Port Town may be taken as considerably less tha

Balance-sheet. éf the recorded i’ranaactdom with the Bombay Presidency in 1888-89.
SO . . n appears to be '
indicated in the balance-sheet given above, for that town is

t i tity in antity in
for the distribution of raw silk throughout India. The Mad?:scllgfefsi(zfgé; [mports. e E‘P."f‘* e
draws most of its supplies of Chinese raw silk (of which it uses a large i . B - '
quantity) from Bomba}f Port, and therefore the amount shown in the Rail- By Transfrontier Routes— _— By Transfrontier Routes— W
horne Trade returns (viz., 41 mds.) as exported thence to Madras Presidency (@) Iodian ..o} MG 53 Flfgﬁ‘.‘,;‘n A PR
in 1914;115bls' eertau;)lybla conmdt(alr%ble under-statement, the major portion of () Foreign. . 00 _ g )
this trade eing’ probably carried bv passenger trains. No ; By Rail and River— ’ o :
of the quantity of foreien raw silk actually consumed ina%cgé%?yé%ti&afz ' é}',')) FI-':::;?“ A %’ggg By (Ra§bl lInagiixIlﬁver-" ©333%0
available. but Mr. M. Nissim, of David Sassoon and Co estimates that ' , oo ' "1 () Forsign e
Bombay City took about 71,400 1bs. of Indian raw silk in ’1914-15 to the . 4 ] - .
value of about Rs. 5 lakhs. This estimate ig supported by the Chhoj Silk ot . LA Torar” 33,007
Mill Co., who put the figure at Rs. 5 to 7 lakhs at the most. Tt mav safel - Deduct Exports .|  33907] o R
be assumed that a very large part of the 1,744,977 1bs. (already reduced tﬁ
1,157,907 1bs. if we d(‘educt.the doubtful consignment of 7,116 mds. from Net Inoorts <5743
Calcutta). shown as “net import” in the balance-sheet on page 2. i S ' '
consumied in that city at all, but is disty; page 2, 1s not

tributed ‘ ‘ : ’
istributed among the other silk centres® C i : i it wi "geen
i : T o omparing this table with that given on page 2 above, it will be seen
esting to insert here a similar balance-  that the ﬁet ixﬁport in 1888-89 was 457,463 lbs. and in 1914-15540,025 lbs.
e In these cases again the railborne trade is probably misstated, but Dr. Wats,
remarks “ An examination of the incomplete statistics that exist regarding

“* There must be some mistaks in the official returns, since & large proportion of the silk imported intw
Bombay from ' China is Waste, not Reeled Silk.” . S R '

e B
\‘ - .‘ . )

by passenger train. It may be inter

K e “M
* Further enquiry has since show

] 1 this ent 7 o . .
Audib ofice congaraed. Sl Rty Tudin sl hawe hoen sy 2 147° boon an eor of registatin iy the
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tuore recent years manifests the same fact, namely, that the Bombay Presi-
dency manutactures use up about half a million pounds of raw silk of which
fully one half that amount is Indian silk obtained through the Port Town.”
'The Indian raw silk imports during 1914-15, as given in the Railborne Trade
returns, will be seen from the table on page 2 to be very small—only a little
over 30,000 lbs. in all, rather less, in fact, than the exports of the same
material. Mr. Nissim, however, estimates that excluding Bombay Port Town
the other towns in the Presidency took some 128,000 lbs. (Rs. 9 lakhs) of
Indian raw silk in all. According to this estimate the consumption of
Indian raw silk in Bombay Presidency is only half what it was in 1888-89,
exports in the saime time having (again if the tigures are any guide) remained
about the same. If Mr. Nissim’'s estimate is correct, however, the total net
import will be considerably larger than is shown in the balance-sheet for
.. 1914-15, showing that the total consumption of silk in the Presidency has

increased in spite of the decrease in the use of Indian raw, the amount of
Chinese raw consumed being double what it was in 1888-89. As this result
depends upon our acceptance of the approximate correctness of the figures
for export it cannot be said to be at all a certain one, but as those figures are
not very large when compared with the import trade figures there is less
room for errors of importance to have crept into them.

]

ForeieN Raw SIiiLk.

4. As will be seen from the balance-sheet of Bombay Port Town
(above), foreign raw s1.1k is received by sea, rail, and coastwise.  The prin-
cipal source of supply 1s, of course, China. In the official returns China and
Hongkong are shown separately for purely geographical reasons, as the
latter is a British. possession, This distinction will be followed here, not
only for the sake of convenience, but because the distinction does in reality
correspond to a real difference in the nature of the raw silk imported from
these places. Hongkong is the port for Canton and Southern China, and all
silk from that part of China, is shipped from Hongkong and is registered in
the Returns as coming from-that Port. “The products of the Southern China
provinces are various kinds of coarse silk from multivoltine worms, whereas
those of the Northern China provinces are the finer silks from the univoltine.
These latter are shipped from Shanghai.” Wherever therefore in the course
of the following paragraphs * China ” silk is mentioned as distinct from

“ Hongkong,” the former must be taken as referring to the silk which is °

exported from Shanghai, or—to make a rough line of demarcation—such
silk as is produced in the provinces lying north of the Yang-Tsi-Kiang River,

whereas Hongkong silk includes all the produce of the southern districts, the

chief of which for present purposes are Kwang-Tung (Canton) and its neigh-
bour Kwang-si. , '

In 1914-15 China (exclusive of Hongkong and Macao) was responsible

for 1,343,091 lbs. out of the total of 2,047,339 lbs. imported into Bombay by

- sea. Of the balance Hongkong supplied 453,535 lbs, Japan 160,935 lbs.,

Siam 79,2842 lbs. and the Straits Settlements* 9,932 Ibs. In addition to these

amounts Japan supplied 130,195 lbs. of waste, and Hongkong and China 32

and 25 1bs. respectively. The following table will make a comparison pos-

sible between the present import trade, in foreign raw silk and waste, with
these countries, and that of previous years:—

!
Average Import qf foreign raw silk From From | From From Siraits
and waste for five years ending China. | Hongkong. |  Japan. Siam. Settlo-
“ ments.
1bs. Tbs. ,\ Ibs. Ibs. lbs.
100010 . ... L TTL2T | 63,119 79,739 38,800 71,620
1914-15 o A RS X 554,621 \ 109,070 51,157 40,019

* 1t is not known whether any of this silk is produced there or is franshipped simply. (H. M., L.)

L
[

From this table it will be seen that whereas the imports from Chind
have been nearly doubled during the last ten years, those from the Straits
Settlements have very heavily decreased. Hongkong, though the amount
shows some decrease, retains its position as second oniy to Cnina proper in
importance. The trade with Siam is subject to continual fluctuations vary-
ing during the last ten years from nil in 1910-11 and only 1,118 1bs. in 1909-10
to 96,706 ths. in 1912-13 and 115,903 1bs. in 1907-08. On the whole, however,
it shows an upward tendency, though it would be unsafe to assume that. this
will be permanent. The figures for :Japan require further analysis.
The whole—or practically. the whole—of the imports from Japan
recorded from 1905-06 to 1909-10 were waste and kachra; and there-
fore ‘the figure given above (79,739 lbs.) may be taken as the average -
amount of waste 1mported from that country. 1n 1910-11, besides 77,612 lbs.
of waste, 3,121 lbs. recorded as ““Chaharam Cochin-China and Yellow Shan-
ghai ”’ were received in Bombay from Japan. -In 1911-12, 50,918 lbs. were
veceived in all, raw and waste not being distinguished. In the following
year besides 104,315 lbs. of waste, 6 Ibs. of raw were imported from Japan.
In 1913-14 the quantity of raw silk was 15,016 lbs., besides 73,558 lbs. of
waste, and in 1914-15 the figures for raw and waste rose to 160,835 and
180,252 1bs. respectively.” Japan, therefore, while retaining and increasing
her trade in silk waste, has during the last few years become a competitor of
China and Hongkong in supplying Bombay with raw silk, and has already
completely outstripped the Straits Settlements and Siam. It is true that
the heavy consignment of 1914-15 may be an exceptional one, but it may, on
the other hand, stimulate an increased demand for Japanese raw silk in
India. It is, however, doubtful whether Japan will ever compete success-
fully with China in supplying the particular kinds of raw silk most. in
demand in this country, for most—if not all—of the Japanese raw silk
received in India hitherto bas been of very inferior quality. The only kinds
of Japanese raw silk, indeed, which 1 have found 1n actual use have been
various chops of “ Doppioni ” silks, cheap varieties the normal prices of

" which are from about 400 to 600 yen, as compared with 900 to 1,000 yen for

the ordinary- products of the Japanese -filatures. Considerable attempts
seem to have been made recently to popularize this silk, and I am informed
that one chop was distributed from Bombay bearing a photograph of Sir
Currimbhoy Ebrahint on the label. This sold before the war at Rs. 9 per
Bombay seer, the “ Chicken ” and * Rose ” (the two most used of the Sanshu
Douppion chops) selling for Rs. 8-12 and Rs. 8-4 or Rs. 8-8 respectively.
They are said to dye well and not to contaix much waste or lose much weight
in the process of bieaching, but it is also stated that they are very coarse and
badly reeled—worse in the latter respect than Mysore silk. Bombay agents
for Japanese firms appear to have visited various silk centres in India and
exhibited many varieties of such silk, and one silk merchant in Kumbakonam
showed me a giantity of such sample skeins. In that town—a very large
centre for silk weaving and for the distribution of raw silk throughout the
Madras Presidency—this Japanese silk is said to have been largely used last
year, but as it was found to be entirely unsuitable for a warp and as its price
has now risen from Rs. 8-12 to Rs. 18, it is now apparently hardly used there
at all. The same kind of silk (Sanshu Douppion—* Chicken > and ** Rose ”
chops—from Toyo-hashi, Jdpan) is used at Poona, but only in small quan-
tities for gold thread and not for ordinary weaving. In Conjeeveram, again,
another large silk-weaving centre in the Madras Presidency, the mere men-
tion of Japanese reeled silk evoked exclamations of disgust! This was
because of a consignment of the same kind of silk, received from Bombay two
years ago, which was said to he veéry coarse, very badly reeled, and generally
unsatistactory. = . ' B
So long, therefore, as all the first class Japanese silk goes to America or
elsewhere and only the coarsest kinds are received in this country, there is no
possibility of Japanese raw silk ousting Shanghai silk from the market, for
such coarse silk only supplies a restricted demand, viz., where any kind of
silk however coarse, can be used for the weft thread, and cheapness is the
only’ consideration. Now that the price of such Japanese silk has risen so
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‘heavily, an attempt is being made in Kumbakonam to introduce an exceed-
ingly coarse quality of Indo-China, to supply this demand for a very cheap
silk. If this attempt is successful, (as it appears to be so far owing to the
cheapness of this silk, which sells at Rs. 10-15 as against Rs. 13 the present
prige of the Japanese silk), the imports of the latter are likely to decrease.

Whether this happens or not it will be seen that J apan cannot at present be

regarded as a competitor of Shanghai in the Indian market for raw silk.
In the supply of waste and kachra China has, until the last two years,
borne a considerable share, though her consignments have in no year since

1904-05 been equal to those of Japan. Hongkong has also occasionally sent

considerable amounts, and, France, Italy, and other countries smaller quan-

tities, but in 1914-15 130,195 Ibs. out of a total of 130,252 lbs. were received
from Japan.

5. Since 1910-11 the different kinds of raw silk have not been distinguished
in the returns, but the figures for the years 1905-06 and 1910-11 will indicate
the share borne by the principal importing countries in the supply of the
more important kinds. It must be noted that as the countries which supplv
only occasional small quantities have been omitted from this table, the totals
given in each case will not, of course, correspond with the sum of the items
shown in the list; these totals have, however, been added so as to indicate the
share borne by each country in the trade in each kind of silk,

Kinds of silk and chief countries whence imported. 1905-06. 1910-11,
. Ibs,  Ibs.
Chaharam, Cochin China and Yellow Shanghai—
Hongkong s L, 62,843 32,546
China . 438,251 836,805
Ttaly . . . . . vees 3,138
Japan . 3,121
Torar ImporTs _491,262* 875,608
Mathow— : v -
China . ‘411 2,697
Hongkong 95, 191 1 15,330
Torat Imports . | 95,802 118,032
! e
Other kinds of China— .
China . . . 87,460 147,414
Hongkong 162,804 © 104,741
- Y
TorarL ImMpoRTS . 250,168* 252,156
—_—
Panjam— °
Hongkong 397,847 393,431
@n& . . . 5,401 3,387
ToraL Imports . 403,048 396,818
Siam— . ) o .
rai dett
Straits lements . . . , 61,910 81,856
Smm . . . . ) . . . 11,516 S vesae
—_—
Torat, Tuports . 74,868+ 81,856

*Includes gmal} consignments from other countries,
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y is table it will be seen that while silk from China (i.e., Shanghai)
increl;lsg:in g(lelt;een 1905-06 and 1910-11 by more than 458,000 lbs., fﬂlk fli%rsn
Hongkong (.., Canton and South China) was reduced by over 62,}?00 b
It has been said that the official records for recent years do rot show t 3
amount of the various kinds of raw silk imported into India. Such :—J,l retgor
was, however, kept by the Bombay Customs Office for test purposes only from
January 20th to September 18th, 1913.

1 X w silk 5 into Bombay from 20th J anuary
> the total quantity and value of raw silk imported into
Satement shouing he 9%13 to 18th September 1913.

) Description. | Quantity. Value.
1bs. Ras.
Bokha . . . No imports.
okhara . . . . . . . . . '
Indo-China— .
229 703

Limchow . . . . . . . . . . _

Manch . .. . 3,858 13,124
anchong . . SR . . . \ ‘
hunt T - .. 444 1,551

S & . . . . . . .. . .

5,668 21,620

" Yamchow . . . . . . . . . . .

" 6,861 44,927

Shantung Kath No. 1 . . , . , . . . 86

Ditto No. 3 . . . 2,635 18,195
) 3 . . . . . ‘ ‘
Toran - . 19,6905 " 1,00,120
| : .
! .
?
Yellow Shanghai— | |

Hoi 74,958 3,40,674
omg . . . . . L. . ‘ s l

Kobi ' . 56,020 2,37,927
obmn . . . . . . . . . . »

Manch ' ‘ . . . 221,856 10,57,060
anchow . . . . . . .

M : s e e 97,302 4,76,900
e&ng . .. . . . . . . . '

Sant: . 33,388 1,80,174

an . . . . . . . . . .
L ... 60,405 | ©  2,15,561

Sichoon . . . . . . . . 2,5

Nanch e e 2,783 9,308
anchan . Y - . . - . . ‘ | v

* Totar . 546,802 25,17,802
r L]

Thonkoon or Duppion Silk—

(Wﬁite Shanghai) « . . . . . . . . 11,856 |- 38,356
Mathow— ' .

Dankhvala .« ¢« o« o« .+« e . | 46,696 184,034

Lasi . . e e e e e e e 21,382 47,827,

L Toman .| - 68018 - 2,31,681




Statement showing the total quantily and value of raw silk imported into B+
1913 to 18th September 1913.
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mbay from 20th January

Doseription,

Other kinds of China—

Kath
Lacklow

Mahang or Saisee .

Siem

Steam .

“Tsatlie Curic Nos.

 Shanghai White—

Laying .

Lie laying or kakaria

. Tsatlie .

Tycham kahang

Chinkﬁm Pincum .

Chikling
Mnokehand
Tysing yang .
. Steam .
Meang .

Hamchow .

Loanjum—
First Chhap .

Can—pass .

So—So No. 1
5 » No. 2
» ”» NO- 3
Persian .,
Siam’ . .

I and 2

.

TorarL

ToraL

GRAND TOTAL

i1

From this it appears that between those dates 253,643 lbs. of Panjani
and 68,078 lbs. of Mathow, were imported into Bombay. Assuming that the
import of these silks was in the same proportion during the remaining months
of the year, and comparing the figures with those given above for 1910-11,
decreases are evident in the case of both of these kinds of silk, and especially
in the case of panjam. These two kinds of coarse silk are the most important
of the imports from Hongkong; the decrease in them explains, therefore, the
decrease 1n the total quantity of raw silk from that port, as shown in the
table on page 6. By a similar comparison of the figures a decrease becomes
evident in the quantity of Siam silk imported, but a considerable increase 1s

“apparent in the other kinds of Chinese silks, a particularly heavy consign-

ment being received of “ Minchow,” a yellow Shanghai silk in great demand

nearly all over India for warps. 221,856 lbs. valued at Rs. 104 lakhs of this
kind of silk were imported into Bombay during the above mentioned period,

and large quantities of other kinds of silk from Shanghai—Hoing, Kobin,
Meang, Mookchand, etc., were also received. It will be convenient to give
here the sources of these various kinds of raw silk, so far as I have been able
to ascertain them. Minchow, Kobin, Meang, Hoing, Sichoon and Shantung
are all yellow silks imported from Shanghai. Lie-laying (or kakaria) and
Mookchand are white silks from the same port. Panjam, Mathow, Lacklow,
and the yellow and white Kath, etc., are exported from Hongkong, though
the yellow Kath is said to be actually produced in the north and only re-
reeled in Canton. White silk known as Tsatlie is received from both ports.
Appended is a list giving the principal kinds of Chinese raw silk received
in Bombay and the provinces in which they are produced, so far at least as
my information goes.

Quantity, Value,

Ibs. Rs.
13,263 1,03,469
3,156 24,139
1,165 - 4,868
949 6,551
8,241 23,566
-21,985 1,509,740
48,759 3,22,333
. 322 1,682
20,750 1,15,273
13,297 84,098
44,736 2,56,659
19,434 1,06,123
5,226 31,181
94,607 5,42,067
6,124 33,496
672 6,382
1,159 5,505
4,914 26,855
211,331 12,10,221
29,152 03,240
95,978 2,67,146
65,060 1,45,573
62,017 1,28,472
536 1,220
253,643 6,35,651

No imports.

36,083 1,12,557
1,184,301 51,30,145

veceived in large quanti

_ tity of panjam impor

SOUTHERN PROVINCES. NORTHERN PROVINCES.
Name of Silk. Producing Province. Name of Silk. Producing Province.
Kath (white) . . N Santan or Shantung Shantung.
Lacklow . . . Kahing ]
Siem Thonkoon or Duppion }Che-ki ang.
Shivlam . . . . Tsatlie
Steam. . . . |y Kwang-tung (Canton). Hangchow. « . . J
i Mean . . .
Tsatlie . . . g | } Hu.po.
Panjam . . . ) Laying . .
' Lio-Jaying or kakaria
Mathow ying } Kiang-su.
Hangtan . . .1 Mookchand . ‘
Mahang or Saisee . Manchow N
Kwang-si.. N L
Tunchuck - . Sichoon . Sz-chuen. --
Quangshan 4. . . | Hunan. Lie-chung J
Fu-chow . . . | Fokien. Kobin . Ngan-whei. }
"Norz —The kinds of sill shown i Ttalics do not appear to be received in India.

aparing this list with the statement of imports between 20th
J anu]zz:y c;gg) alStk% September 1913 (page 9 above) it will be seen that very
large consignments. were received in Bombay from Shanghai of the produce
i %h northern provinces—espemally Sz-chuen, Hu-pe, and Klang_-su, and_
o aon to be chiefly such kinds of silk that account for the heavy increases
o appealtlrsh ad “ China raw silk.” Panjam and Mathow are evidently still
C N are ties from Hongkong, bultii as rllf.s'fb?eq Salild above
. i :n these kinds of Canton silk. The fall in the quan-
decreases ate oVIAS gerzld is due to the fact that this very coarse quality of

q

under t

VoL. Ii. \
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- jab, where it i
especiall Jap, where 1t is used very largel t omen
Sl the o Cshawar, nawalpindi, etc, as thread for geinybi)g’idgfy?v Pre-
required at the time of marr were accustomed to embroider all the garments
Iriage, but_; now~a-days it is said that the amount
g to the fact that suitable ready-made
panese or other manufacture. It

of any other udics : period of which record i 18, as
kindsyof ellolvléd18‘1114(31111 a}ll k-ln.d' Dur Ing those eight Igl(;ntg: 8’5;{(;3 %B‘Zmlblsgof’ ;}11
being only 211,331 ﬁ)sélosfﬂl;wefle received, the amount of white Shanghai
- Mookchand, from Kiané—su 1h nearly half was of the kind known as
6. Hitherto we have beg ideri

we go further back, ho v?eSg:n gons1der1ng the trade _of the last ten years. If

eoghegan, writing ; )
1861-62 to 18651%% lilxlh 1581;0’% mentions the following tacts. For the years
GE0,000 lbs. In 1870-11 sth?:; g, Sl into Bombay averaged about
ina silk Chleﬁl};,e inipféted v{gs “ u;;‘lsl‘::ll,,ti‘?ffl‘?éf;li nl})esr Tho r}(ir‘;]((i) rg}f
- 112 per b {1, vl be very | ior sort,
na into B L be seen therefore, that imports of
glnqunp as they are to-day O:;bc? Y Were in 1870-71 very much the ls)a,me in
uring the five years ) were considerably larger than they were

ending 1909-
the imports from Chj 8 2909-10. In Appendix B (Table I) is a list of

writes until the present day. This ta), about the date of which Geoghegan

imports were alm | le will at i -

silk.  The finey qsiﬁigffl; : rom Hong ong,\i.(sa.hoxye:él%:;ratl thdtI] mglentgg
Increasing quantity, but it silk from the '1‘reaty i’orts arri)\’/e(zil ey yra(/’ilally
tury that they f oot until the beginning of the 1pnrcgsent cen-

and mathow Canton silk imports. Until then the
whole import X%?nn%rﬁr}ally from about one third to nearly
1560, until they were ; na.  Since that date imports from
ton and the Nop &ngko_ng. Bearing innrlnilx?dl 4.1)15 nearly three times as great
ol o oo £ 080 O i s mhow

mathow,

i . of e ; . purpose. Reference has
apply to th ce, and this mygt bgﬁzl‘ildery in the Punjab and North-West
y e whole of those portio aken, in view of the above figures, to

Iclls of Indig which used C} o 1{3}11{ "In

1der : 11nese siiK.
thiat in 1870 th greater quantitieg tha};{ ﬁﬁi;?;:ad Vt&?lf weaving is now beix}g
y . B en . . s 1

must be remembered that in th fese silk was Very much wtlh.e:qfo!? ! :lb o it
silk was coarse Cantop produc © lormer year very large I;tL o l; o t:‘)t’l’lat
i . roportion o

of th & unfit 1
e modern import, ig fine North Ci()igweaVIng purposes, whereas the bulk

! hen importeq 4 weaving silk i such

2?0%2?8?511 s?i(ik o o came mOStII‘y from t%le Pe'rsiﬁxf (t}rl:laltf t;lgg t&l'lzfs,
. e . )

23,000 lbs. in 1805 go"ring 0 the same angp o, hmedabad. Imports

1866-67 ;
€re was a] -67. By 1870-71 they had
Bengal into Bombay by seq (yprae 2" 2YeTage import of 100 600 Tbe. from
-quantity of this, together i ng the five years endi , S. :
exported to Karachs Brthmth some 300,000 lben ing 1870-7_1. A smal
from Persia were in.188§.83 these imports have Sénf.f ?hma silk, was re-
Jakhs in value, ang « Persi over 100,000 hs. in o irely ceased. Imports
T B0 T Rersian ™ i wag gl oqgjomy it and nearly 1. 9
erable -

—
———
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tities from Russia and Turkey in Asia. The disappearance of this kind of
silk from the Indian market synchronized with the growth of the North
China imports. In 1899-00 the raw silk imported from Persia amounted
only to 8,463 Ibs.; in the following year it fell to about 4,400 Ibs.; and in
1901-02 to 382 Ibs. Since then practically none of this kind of silk has
reached Bombay. The following table will illustrate these remarks, and show
the proportions in which the various kinds of silk were imported in 1876-77.
It may be compared with the tables on pages 8 and 9 and will reveal the extent

of the change which has taken place in India. y
Imports of raw silk into Bombay in 1876-77.
Kind of silk and whenoe imported. Ths, Rs.
Flogs—
o 57 | 456
,» China—Hongkong . . . . . . . .l 083 9,068
|
" ,») Treaty Ports . . . . . o e 1 18
ToraL . 1,041 9,642
Chaharam and Cochin China—
From Aden . . . . . . . . . . 126 830
,, China—Hongkong . . . . . . . . 68,010 3,14,961
» s  TreatyPorts . . . . . . . 10,983 52,061
,» Straits Settlements . . . . . . . 239 1,189
ToraL . 79,358 3,68,841
Mathow— ]
From China—Hongkong . . . . . . . . 2,802 5,188
ToraL . 2,802 5,188
Other kinds of Ching—
From United Kingdom . . . . . . . . 129 806
,» Egypt—Alexandria . . . . . . . . 405 2,836
o Suez . . . . . . . 12,229 77,643
» Ceylon . . . . . . e 1 4
, China—Hongkong . . .« .« « .« o« . 228,414 17,44,839
» ,»  Treaty Ports . .. . . . . 10,855 77,264
ToTtaL . 252,033 19,083,391
Panjam and Kachra—
 FromEgypt—Suez . . . . . ... 1,090 4,680
)
, China—Hongkong . . . « « o« o+ 728,395 11,06,203
. »»  Treaty Ports .. . . . . . 19,111 30,371
» Japan . . . . . . . . . .‘ 1] - ,b 1
TorAL . 748,697 | | 11,41,256

c?
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Imports of raw silk into Bombay in 1876-77—contd.

Kind of silk and whence imported, 1bs, Rs.
Persian—
From United Kingdom . . . 16 96
» Austria—Trieste 2,474 9,896
» Arabia e e, 194 776
» Persia e 36,943 | 1,60,851
]
» Turkey in Asia—Bussorah . . . . 1,012 3,795
» »o e Bagdad . . . . . . 3,534 13,602
ToTAL ) 44,173 1,79,016
From China—Hongkong . 278 " 05
s Straits Settlements . . . . . . . 51,174 1,11,949
ToraL . 51,452 1,12,844
Other kinds— T
From United Kingdom 2 35
s Aden 327 572
Torar } 329 607
| )
[
ToTAL OF RAW SILK . } 1,179,785 37,20,484

7. The total import of silk ya
manufactured silk, into British I
Rs. 3,10 lakhs. In 1914-15 th

. he imports amounted to Rs. 2,26
lakhs whereas in 1914-15 the ficure onl h ey
amounted to a little over Rs. 5glakh: Y dding the 0D 1akhs. a-exports

: Adding the figures for coastwi d
railborne trade the balance-sheet of the transacti astwise an
in manufactured silk during 1914-15 will re;gcalsons of Bombay Port Town

follows : —
Bombay Port Town Trade in manufaltured silk, 1914-15.
_— Tmports, } Exporta,
S (O
Sea-borne— s lx Rs |
X Ra,

Yarns, Noils and Warps . . . . . . . 32,10,424
. 510, " 10,012
Foreign Piece-goods 1,23,78,670 6.18,254

Indian Piece-goods . . . . .

. . cee 1,565,588

* Vide Appendix A,

15
Bombay Port Town Trade in manufactured silk, 1914-15—contd.
—_— Imports. Exports.
’ Ras. Rs,
Coastwise—
. 8,432 1,44,975
Foreign Piece-goods . . . . . . .
By Rail— o
1, To other Presidencies—
2 4,29,380
Foreign Piece-goods . . . . . . . 33
Indian Piece-goods . . . 32,653 4,950
oce- . . . . .
2, Within the Presidency—
. 1,11,110 6,291
Foreign Piece-goods . . . . . .
Indian Piece-goods . 3,510 8,640
&1 - . . . . .
Toran . 1,57,45,131 12,76,090
Deduct Exports . 12,76,090
Ner ImpoRTS . 1,44,69,041

A similar balance-sheet for Bombay Presidency is appended :—

— Imports. Exports.
; Rs.  Ra
Coastwise—
Indian Piece-goods . . . . . . e 14,849 7,814
By Rail—
1. Other Presidencies—
182
Foreign Piece-goods . . . . . . . cens
2. With Bombay Port—
Foreign Piece-goods . . . . . . . - 6,201 | 1,113,110
3,510
Indian Piece-goods . . . . . . . 8,640 o
1 e e .
ToraL . 19,780 1,22,616
Deduct Imports . eoes 19,780
[ ]
Ner Exporrs . ees - 1,02,836

ay Port, therefore, makes a net export of Indian piéce-goods to the
va,lutéB gin gvg’r %s. 1,30,000, but is left with a very heavy net import of foreign
manufactures. With regard to the latter, however, very considerable
allowance must be made for goods despatched by post and by passenger train
as parcels, the bulk of this apparent net import being probably accounted for
in this way. The Presidency shows a net export of about Rs. 1,05,000 value
in foreign manufactures. Reference to the table for transactions in row silk
on page 2 will show that during the same year it imported about 544,000 Ibs.
of for%ign raw silk. The case of Indian silk raises a difficulty, for in spite

of the fact that Bombay produces no silk at all, the tables show a net export

of a little under 5,000 lbs. of Indian raw silk (vide table on page 2). The
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appended table for the year 1913-14 will, however, explain this apparent
anomaly, since in that year the Bombay Presidency was left with a net import

of 17,800 lbs. of Indian raw silk, of which a part may have been re-exported
in 1914-15.

Balance-sheet of transactions of Bombay Presidency wn 1913-14.

INpIaN Raw Sz, INDIAN PrEcE-qooDs.
Imports. Exports, Tmports. Exports.
1ba. 1bs. Rs. Rs.
Coastwise e e e e 112 3,112 | 8,471 1,209
By Bail—
Other Presidencies . . . . 4,907 5,650 3,798 5,598
Bombay Pory . . . . 74,100 52,554 31,266
ToraL . 79,119 61,316 43,535 6,807
Deduct Exports 61,316 . 6,807
NeT ImMporTS . 17,803 e 36,728

The net imports of Indian silk manufactures were in 1914-15 over
Rs. 12,000 in value, and in 1913-14 over Rs. 86,700. The Prpsidency does not
appear, therefore, to manufacture sufficient Indian raw material Into cloth
to satisfy its own demand, but is forced to import also from other sources.

During the last ten years there has been a very marked increase in the

?uantity of manufactured silk goods imported into Bombay, as will be seen
rom the following table ;—

Import of silk manufactures into Bombay by sea.

Year. Value in Rs,
1905-06 . 1,39,28,751
1906-07 1,23,87,274
1907-08 . 1,42,89,336
1908-09 , 1,48,36,763
1909-10 1,58,37,129
1910-11 . 2,03,75,850
1911-12 . 1,92,85,775
1912-13 . . . . . . . . 2,14,24,019
1913-14 -, . . . . . . .o 2,26,05,930
1914-15 1,55,89,094

The fall in 1914-15 is obviously chiefly due to the war. Th

most evident in the case of mixed goods of ilk and cotton, Whic?l %zc;rxl':a;:ivg?s
from Europe and which fell by Rs. 84 lakhs. lece-goods fell by Rs 2%
lakhs, and yarns, noils and warps by nearly Rs. 10 lakhs, Otherwise the
increase has been steady, and is. especially marked between 1909-10 and
1910-11, when it amounted to Rs. 45 lakhs, lece-goods accounted for Rs. 29
lakhs of this amount ; mixed goods followin i :

, . ) g with an increage of Rs. 13 lakhs:
and yarns, noils and warps with Rs. 3 lakhs. The countrieg chli?ﬂy 22);(;1:1}:;,

pating in this increase were J apan, the value of whose consj hoel
goods rose by Rs. 16 lakhs and of yarns, noils and B s of piece

. . warps b . .
France with an increase of Rs. 6 lakhs in mixed goods I_a);ld yR,?SG %alltﬁhisﬁ
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plece-goods; G;erma,ny, with an addition of Rs. 7} lakhs’ worth of mixed

. goods; Italy, with an increase of Rs. 3 lakhs in mixed goods and Rs. 2 lakhs in

- China (excluding Hongkong), which increased its supplies of
g?gclzas-’gzgcdé %;dRs. jlnlzlghs. Horgxgkong and the Umted‘Ku}gdo_m also showed
increases of Rs. 2 lakhs each. On the other hand, Belgium’s mixed goods fell

~off by Rs. 4 lakhs, Egypt showed a decrease of Rs. 3 lakhs, and Austria-

. 1 lakh. Japan was therefore responsible for nearly one half
gu?hg:%c(;faalzz. 1F urther dgtails of imported foreign manufactures will be
found under their appropriate headings. '

The enormous rise in importance of this trade during the last forty years
is illustrated by the following figures :— .

In v1872-7?27 the ‘total value was under Rs. 25 lakhs. In 1873-74 it rose
to Rs. 27 lakhs and in the two succeeding years to Rs. 314 and Rs. 31§ l;espei:-
tively, falling in 1876-77 to less thau Rs. 213 lakhs. Practlcaily the whole
impozft was 1n silk piece-goods, only from Rs. £ lakhs to Rs. 1} lakhs being
mixed goods and other kinds of silk. The principal source of supply was in
1876-77 Hongkong, which accounted for Rs. 13 lakhs out of a total of Rs. 2(1)
lakhs’ worth of piece-goods. Italy sent piece-goods valued at about Rs. 2}
lakhs, France Rs. 1} lakhs, and the United Kingdom Rs. 1 lakh; and imports
from Persia were valued at above Rs. % lakh. Mixed goods reached rather
less than Rs. 1} lakhs, of which the United Kingdom supplied nearly two-
thirds, and Italy most of the remainder. 'When we compare these figures with
those for 1913-14, when the imports amounted to Rs. 2,26 lakhs, it will be seen
how greatly the demand for silk goods of foreign manufacture has increased
in British India.

Foreign manufactures. Silk yarn, noils and warps.

5 ically the whole of the import trade in these articles passes
thros.ghPlgﬁfrfb(;y Iy’ort, the share borne by the other Indian ports being less tflllain
a tenth of the whole. It will be convenient therefore to treat of the whole
Em ort trade in such articles into India in this place. Yarns, noils and warp53
hage been separately enumerated in the Sea-borne Trade Returns since 190}],
and the following table gives the quantity and value of the 1mports of suc
articles since that year :—

- Import into British India of silk yarn, noils and warps.
Year. Quantity in Ibs. Value in Rs.

190606 . v . . . .. ... 1,066,909 39,74,550
1006-07 . . . . . . . . . » 670,816 27,81,358
1907-08 . ‘ e o . . . . . 395,723 22,70,273
1908-09 . . . . . . . . . . 840,256 38,66,884
1909-10 . . . . . . ¢ . . 876,173 36,75,540
1010-11 . . . . .. . LU o . 923,315 40,63,365
101112 . .. . . . . . . . . 942,738 41,83,770
1012-13 . . . l . . . N . . . 1,143,015 40,93,905
91314 . . .« e e 1,167,530 45,81,705

From this table it will be seen that imports have steadily increased of. .
recent years. : . e
Th); most noticeable feature of this import trade is the rapid rise 1n-tl;a;i‘-§ \
quantity received from Japan. In 1905-06 the value of its goods im rtei .
into Bombay was Rs. 60,739 out of a total import of nearly Rs. 39 lakhs: in

1913-14 it supplied goods to the value of Rs. 25 lakhs out of a total of Rs 414 W

5)‘6‘
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lakhs. The following table shows the principal importing countries and the
value of the goods imported by each into Bombay :— '

1

. . \ | !
s Ui | pom | b | fmm | Fom | dow
year { Kingdom. . Hungary. ‘i

| i Rs. Rs. Rs. ’ Rs. Rs. Rs.
1914-15 ., L ; 1,98,468 3,59,897 3,298 " ! 1.50,723 24,75,624
1913-14 . 2,80,679 | 11,01,241 2,565 ‘ L 2,62,501 | 25,090,511
1909-10 ! ’ 5,66,333 .| 12,49,457 1,42,703 i 2,51,280 T 3,01,879 9,91,589
1905-06 i 5,71,093 18,00,639 10,68,773 ]} 3,64,923 | 60,739

From this table it will be clear how largely Japan has captured this
market and how little the war has affected her supply, in spite of a fall from
Rs. 412 lakhs to Rs. 32 lakhs in the total amount imported into Bombay in
1914-15. The supply from Italy was already steadily diminishing, and in
1914-15 it fell from Rs. 11 lakhs to Rs. 33 lakhs : the decrease in the case of
China and the United Kingdom is also noteworthy. Imports from France
also have fallen greatly during the last two or three years. _The large and
increasing demand for spun silk is explained by the fact that it is supplied in
warps and skeins ready prepared. Large quantities of Japanese spun-silk
yarn and warps find their way from Bombay Port to the Bom
and to the Punjab, and the yarn 18 also used in the Madan
Benares city. In the Bombay Presidency the yarn of the Fuj
Co. is used at Poona for the weft thread on s warp of Chinese silk. In
Ahmedabad the use of such silk is said to have i

ears, the quantity of reeled silk having decreased. 1In t
{Veaving Works (employing . 21 fly-shuttle looms) uses, 1
cotton, a certain quantity of J apanese spun-silk yarn (from the Kanegafuchi
Spinning Co.) which is said to cost Rs. 6 per lb. (of 39 tolas), for the Eroduc-
tion of plain suitings, for which the demand is said to be greater than the
supply, owing to the difficulty of getting labour and to the high price of the
yarn. In Surat both the Kanegafuchi and the Fujigasu silks (both yarn ang
warps) are in use, the chief importer being not a silk merchant but a general
store-keeper. Here a spun-silk warp 1s combined with a mercerised cotton or
spun-silk weft, and one weaving-master combines a thread of spun-silk with
two of Chinese silk (Meang) for a warp, using Chinese silk (Minchow) for
the weft. The woven cloth is exported to Burma. Most of the silk which is
sent to the Punjab goes first to Amritsar, from which centre it is distributed
to Multan, Ludhiana, Peshawareete. Spun silk from the Fujigasu Co. is
found in Amritsar and Multan, but only Swiss spun silk appears to be in

use at Peshawar. The price of the Japanese article is said to be Rs. 60 for 53
seers in Amritsar and it is used for ma i

for suitings. The Kashmir Weaving Co,, Amritsar, fo

to satisfy the recipients. This Mill, 1
counts 140/2 and 210/2, and ve

in Bombay, Rs. 4 to Rs. 4.2 per lb., whereas that of the Shanghai-spun yarn
of the same count and denomination ; )

is Rs. 4-8 per Ib,, and of the J -
yarn, again of the same count and et o1 the Japan-spun

enomination, Rs. 4-6 per 1. | hould
therefore be only a matter of advertisin% the Bomba, R ticl en s Shou

i : : 1e B fy Mills” article sufficiently
in the Indian market to achieve the substitution o this article on the loomsg
for the Japanese goods so conmonly in use in the Punjab.

In Mhltgan there isa considerable demand for spun silk: which is either
combined with cotton, or is used for a warp with

a weft of Bokhara or
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*hi ing) silk, ¢ r kind of cloth selling for Re. 1-6 to Rs. 2a
(/hl(ilesel <Ht(l)1qe:l %\)Ia%ﬁsﬂll)erelgitit:ncy spun silk was given a trial a few years
N0, dn ppears to have been generally rejected on the ground that it
would 1 tatp Il)<e dyes well. This seems to have been the experience of the
Woulg n(t) oaf mos}; of the largest silk centres in the Presidency, such as
Con] anrs m, Salem, Trichinopoly and Kumbakonam. At the last-men-
C'ODJ?ievel aJoe’ however, one of the principal importers spegl_cs of obtaining
t1om}3l psﬁ Slies of it,, owing to the high price of reeled silks at present.
fulft erl P1)111)1 ortant centre of the Madras Presidency which still seeml.sl
g 1elsg nsgunl s}zlk in any quantity isHl{VIadudra.L, and e'verzi ?{leil;ea?ilrlrln)irttaé dS;I}l}E; L

antity of silk used is spun, and it i i
pemgntz—gfvglfigl}ieaﬁtﬁn?111?12t;gly-—are not fast upon this kind of silk. In
:ﬁ?s pﬁce only Milan warps appear to ll;le used, Eot that ap%aygxiii}%rsrigrggiﬁiﬁgie
i -only a negligible quantity, is used i .
%I?en:iflelg(;a;ezg%’yr:gue 3} thesge zgtrt;c(l)%so impgr%ed 1n$112)1?c11r%(s) K)als:l i;r50r;
' ) a little under Rs. 7,000, and from -] -

s lt%(e))g_slaomz; I;fﬁl;auﬁgd The import rose, however, in 1912-13 and
oS OV(ZI‘ Rs. 16,746 and Rs. 13,279 respectively, owing to cons1gnmenhts
Py which first arrived in those years. Previous to 1910-11 the
fr(_)m_Jalpan orting country was, after the United Kingdom, %gitz‘ll%
Iyzf‘lgcgg); (Fe 1}'{(53 Ports) and in 1905-06 Italy. RInglifl)(Q)-l}%‘, 1&:?12%-01%1 :(111% 151 2-00

. ) : i ents was Rs. 9,450, Rs. 5, ) . b,
the vall}e (l)f t?};{?ﬁﬁg&g iﬁgsilr%ll}!grts from the Unit,_ed Kingdom in the same
respectively Rs. 6,646, Rs. 7,657 and Rs. 839 respectively, these two coutntrlllqsz
yga;'s_belng Sén’thefn the total import.” The Japanese cons1gnn11ents (()1 tt hl;
dividing betwe however, be regarded as in the nature of samples, anl-k he
Prasideny rlnaﬁr e imports of the years 1912-13 and 1913-14 are noiil 1 ez;
comparatlv]el yd 'ngbhe near future unless spun silk is adopted in(lilc'_ul(no:
. t,be fx%lll; t(lalan1 at present owing to the high prices ruling for reeled silks.
extens

' itzerland is used in the Pu{l,Jab and is said to cost
R 1S()puns:e:z'k df;g(rin Slvgiizgn silk waste yarn (;‘Stag- ?r&n(;)o 1st0a11's,)(23S lﬁ?v?ralrn
S A S | ities, but does not appea lawar,
Amritsar, in smf,}}(l’elé vgflszn;;g?jé is used for embroidery, for the pa(:lldll:,rlllgfof
whore, however‘,d for kthe manufacture of naras or azdrbands, a web-c OT Tlcl)c
gold thread, and by a rough process of knitting upon a wooden frame. he
scarves, etc., ma e} ym’z azdrbands and pardndds (knitted hair-nets), are als
same leind of axtic estie arn at Amritsar. A certain amount of Ttalian spun
&mfkde fyl;ggll'sSlalio“;aésbe %sed in the Bomba;]y Presidenc%r},1 anéihscim}?alsesiti E}?) 1%2
silk ap : ies a cheap warp, thou (
to Ben?,rgs. Shalng{g: 1 aIlzowsillllpglllllzsbe seen Ii)low W};dely and fqr what varltqus
across 1t 17 aCtu'al‘k l;n(i waste yarn is used, both on account of its comparative
ol g Spug e account of its convenience, since not only does it nottrequllrg
cheapness atg v:;lious qualities of good or waste, as in the c%ase of most reele
winding ,1;1 n also be obtained ready for use in the forqa of a warp.
e t appear to be any special characteristic of the J. apaneﬁe
l. _ghsxf}?ig}?ersecr(l)?nmgg)ds them to the Ih(éia_m tl;tiluy%r. jﬁglfggzgég}g&izzmegc e
rands wi : n used in the Pun , etC.
finest pOss'lblebt,O ﬁl:lthlgllidc?srs;a}srageen mentioned above, the product of ,télse
ute suopliod by eaz"é entirely able to take the place of the Japanese ,c%'ooit :
Bombay Mills apph the Japapese article has achieved so great a popubarthz
The only reasonhv,V hymaY be judged from the import figures) appeaII's éc_) ?1 he
(the extent of whic nese exporters, who through their agents 1nMn 1at a ¢
energy of the Japa ith the right article at the right time. S. Manzato, }?
flooded the markeé N Bombay, ascribes the success of the Japanese over %) 10
B. G. Gorio and ho., labour in the former country, but I have 'ncl>t bﬁen able
Ttalian article to | ggpof Japanese and Italian spun silk of exaclti y tfe S?I?e
to compare the Iill‘lc t such a comparison it is impossible to judge how far uz
qual,]hty, and ;vt;%ymll)owever appears sometimes to experience a certain amoun
1s the case. ) ’

»

~

* Vide note on };age 36.{,,(,5“0 "of these articles is described and illustrated in the Punjab Mdl{é’g_r&ph on the
+ The process of manu ¢

Silk Industry.
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ments of waste silk from Kashmir.
whether the demand for such silk in
is doing so in the Punjab at present i
the case in the Bombay Presidency.
in those provinces will finally come

It is difficult to say with any certainty
India will continue to increase. That it
s beyond doubt, and it also appears to be

It 1s possible, however, that silk-dealers

.o the same conclusion as those in the
Madras Presidency and will reject it in favour of reeled silk. At present,

however, the comparatively high prices ruling for reeled silks of all kinds
leads to the conclusion that a still greater increase in the demand for spun
silks will follow, and there is no reason to suppose that for the present any

decrease 1s to be expected in the total quantity of this material imported into
India.

Goods of silk mized with other materials.

9. Articles of this nature are supplied chiefly by France, Italy, Germany
and the United Kingdom and in consequence of the war there was a very

heavy fall in the amount imported last year. The figures for the last ten
years show an increase in this class of goods, the average import for the five
years ending 1908-09 being about Rs. 303 lakhs, and that for the five years
ending 1913-14 nearly Rs. 38 lakhs. The value of such goods imported in
that year reached over Rs. 50 lakhs, but in 19141

ut 5 1t fell to less than Rs. 164
lakhs. The shares borne by the principal importing countries in 1913.14
were—Germany Rs. 16} lakhs, France Rs. 14 lakhs, United Kingdom Rs. 10

lakhs, and Italy Rs. 71 lakhs. All these countries have participated in the
increase in recent years, except France whose trade has remained on much the
same level as it was in 1904-05. Hongkong, which was formerly a competitor,
has dropped to comparative insignificance in the last few years. Japan has
not as yet seriously contested this trade. Of the principal countries the war
has affected the United Kingdom most seriously and Ttaly least. The imports
of the former fell from Rs. 10 lakhs to Rs. 80,000 in value, whereas those of
Italy fell only from Rs. 71 to Rs. 4 lakhs, Germany’s imports fell from
Rsl. 165 to Rs. 3 lakhs, and those of France from Rs. 14} to Rs. 6 lakhs in
value.

, of the Bombay Customs Department, has kindly collected
a number of samples of these and forwarde

d them to me. The satins are of
all kinds—plain or self-coloured, corded satin brocade, satin embroidered

n len ] The former cost 114d. to 13d.
per yard in width of 18 inches; the latter vary from 1s.41d. to 1s. 8d.
per yard, the widths being 171 to 18 inches, Thereis a very wide range
of colours—blue, purple, cerise, green, bott '

le-green, chocolate Hoht d dark,
violet, scarlet light and dark, black, jethlac s 1gat and dar

k and gold. The in ity shown
in preparing the sample boxes of these velv S Ingenuity show

. ; thy ets is especially noteworthy, the
goods being set out in the most striking possible way. I do not know of any
reason why all these articles should not be manufactured in India, if a market
continues for such inferior goods. In the Punjab, to which these articles
largely go, the popular taste appears to subordinate durability and quality
to brilliance of colouring and cheapness, and it certainly ought to be possible

- extent .an

X o - Tean . inted); kanavez
 rainbow); creps (p i, chw}‘e%; :lf?aka’ painted) E

2

0 suppl is needed within the country. It would, no doubt, be a
fr?issfléggﬁe vi?'rc})]xé'1 t;killed silk weavers to turn their hands to the manufacture of
shoddy articles of this kind, but it should be possible to set up the industry

'~ side by side with the existing weaving, espemally 1n places where silk-weaving
has already disappeared or is dying out, (as, for example, in Ahmednagar),
and where weavers are still available though they have been driven to take up
other occupations.

Silk piece-goods.

import of pure silk goods into Bombay in 1914-15 was
valu:((]) . a%‘hle%sfolt,%l(i nllgl)qhs, shogving a decrease of over Rs. 26 lakhs from the -
preceding year. As the Eastern countries supply well over 90 per cent. of tlllg
whole amount the fall cannot wholly be ascribed to the war, and it shou
probably be partly referred to the growing competition of mercerised cottoE
goods in the market. A decrease was already apparent in 1913-14, thoug
this chiefly affected not the Bombay but the Burma market, which in the case
of goods of this description receives about 30 per cent. of the total 1m};1>ort
into India. Until that year, however, imports during the last ten yearfrh ave
shown a fairly steady increase, the value having risen from Rs. 69 lakhs ui
1902-03 to Rs. 1,34 lakhs in 1912-13. The following table gives the totad
value of silk piece-goods imported into Bombay during various years, an
the share borne by the chief importing countries, for comparison :—

pon e o i e g T
T Inkhs, Inkhs, lakhs. lakhs, Inkhs,
‘During 1902-03 . . . 17 20 14 -13 . ‘69
Average for 5 years ending 1907-08 . 30 20 15 b} 73
Average for 6 years ending 1912-13 . 66 30 18} 7 | 113 |
During 1913-14 . . . . 641 . 36 224 7 1323
During 1814-15 " . . . . 46 313 23 3 106

i n that French goods, after losipg thei1: original position in
the Iflgl?lv;:altl }:):ds;eearg ago, have gince then remained fairly steady until last
ear. The other three countries have all had some share in supplying the
¥ncréased demand, but Japanese articles now amount to nearly one half of
the total import of pure silk goods. The success of the Japanese goods
seems to be due, more than anything else, to the aptitude shown by that coun-
try in fitting the supply exactly to.the demand, as in the case of silk yarns
anyd Wdrps and to the variety of the articles which it puts upon the m}ala,rketf
It is said that J apanese agents visit the merchants in Bombay, and l(:t er ot
the chief silk centres of India, every few months and enquire into t eladexacd
nature of the demand, the particular type of silk clot}l most readily so l_, and
even the particular patterns most suited to the public taste. The style an

. quality of the saris and other articles of clothing most in fashion is carefully

5 ted to the popular taste of the moment are
obsefveld, 2;:1 dof::(blhtcl)) aitlg?ili:.s a(Vi? ere other cgugtries monopolise the markets
re'gtllll p yds ogf a particular description; no time is lost in manufacturing and
Wlttix% Oou on the market articles of the same or similar nature and pattern.
"Il)‘gn yegarspago all the flowered silkl(kohaécu) m:Iporat;d 1%(:61:&(1;1 cizn}; uf:o(x)ré

\ ) mes from Japan. is tr1
anci lgo;ethﬁ?hﬁgofmigggg cs;bfn, for Whi(Ij)h‘ there is not so great a
3amas d sticl)l comes fram France, but it is said to cost nearly 50 per cent.
emanh, the Japanese article. The following list of the different kinds of
n}ﬁge % " ds imported from Japan into Bombay w1ll,g1ve¢.aome 1dea of the
silk p “e-ﬁqgariety of ‘the trade :—gauze (ﬂ_owerecgi, _c.h1clgm,¢‘_;p1§;§r, ;kjgtl;g,
satin pati, chokdi); paj (plain, flowered, chicken, doria, uﬁng&;;ﬁaplaiﬁ:

by .
4 . L e Tm
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duranga, chokdi, satin pati, watered, gold-embroidered): pi 2 (plai
satin pati, chokdi, rainbow, chatai, chic%{en). ered); pimeapple (plain,

With this list may be compared the following li i i ‘

) ! : g list of silk articles imported
trom China :—gatpot (plain and flowered); gauze (plain and flowered) L atlas:
crepe; paj (plain and flowered); hozria, lustrin, and satin (all pla‘in and
flowered); satin mashru (striped and five striped); tanchoi: izar: borders-

saris-golas—(i.e., bordered saris); and duwetas allv -\ :
cheay piece goods of wild silk petus (generally of paj); besides

For paj in particular, both plain and flowered. there j
F , . ; e1s a l
This 1s also_produoed by the Bomb_ay Mills, but the general compf;i%li llrsm;l:zlt(
that the Mills work on conservative lines and are much less ready than the
Japanese to bring out new patterns. They are consequently le};s able to

supply the market with the particular patterns i ; .
in demand at the moment. P and kinds of silk cloth most

The extent to which Japan has captured the t ; ot :
instanced by the fact that the goods 'c?f that c'(fultlii}(fi eh:lveml«?&fxfgédfﬁ ir
position in the market, in spite ot the price having gone up from 25 eltf'
to 75 per cent. owing to the war. The silk trade appears to be the bgf , Ceil N
of financial prosperity in the United States of America, and at th Om? elt
time her demand for Japanese goods has so enormously increased theag) Drloos
have risen very high, yet none the less Japanese silk plece-goods f Dot
numbered those of any other country in the Indian market durgjng 1 91T1%ut_

The superior method and organization of" : i
not only .in such impo'rtant mattgrs as the ada;)ltl;ti{;lpzlflesss trlad?; 1sdshown
b}l.t also in the attention paid to the smallest details of gocl)'[g) I};la,l(l)‘ et
For example, all the silk goods from Japan arrive at Bombg, Port %gent}elﬁt.
packed in t1n—hped cases. This is not the case with any of {he St carle n y
other Chinese silk manufactures. Similarly, all heavy Japanese fﬁgslaﬁeg;

a Government stamp giving the weight of ' i
T : g eight of the ar -aref
supervision than is elsewhere provi%ed. ficl, revealing more careful

% cannot venture any opinion as to how far this organization is the result
of 1?1 1vate enterprise, and how far it is due to Government interventi o
?hele can be no doubt whatsoever that the trade in Indian silk oodsl(i'n’ buz
;ope, without organization, to compete with the highly organi%ed tra?innoi'
Japan. Whether,. S0 orgqn.lzed, 1t can compete with any success, will d y Od
upon the industrial conditions prevailing in these two countries. V’Fh Succes
\I{tbthe Japanese goods is sometimes referred to the cheaper and moree ?ggpess
abour which is said to be available in that country, but there i N L}e‘nt:
g:lcéﬁgieotth?alabour N}n Indlaﬂi similarly organized, could not bz ﬁs ne(;ﬁgizgi
: f Japan. Nor would such a condition b '
gﬁ’?ater diversity and variety of Japanese goods, alr)l);l ?;Il?er E?:aﬁznixg%m e
itn éslflo%zt;?lrl t\(?)V sutp%)l)(r1 _th% pufg)lilc with what it needs. The gemand 11011'1(:\'621,11;l
_ -west India for finely-woven and highly-fini ilk pi _
ha(si geep met, almost entirely, fi‘rom outside, htlfll':)ll};g%miil;grisﬂkfflece:]goo‘ds
and hina, the supply received from Benares or the Bombay Mill l()m'l com.
paratively very small, and that obtained from the local lgome ashn?)g;gnzgﬁ-

gible: It 1s, of course possible that superi izati
) or i
cause of the Japanese success, but only a cgntribu(t);lt;%;mzamon .5 hot the root

reason lying in the difference of conditions of labouiagltlo I;’htehivfundamen't%l
;l"hls ngl‘ﬂd be the case if the Japanese labourer is compelled b cifct(lj;)nu}tltneb:
o work in the silk industry at a lower wage, when the Indian }lrab S an&%
to employ himself more profitably in other industries. Wheth:ur&:. 1s able
or not 1s a question which can only be answered by a study on th r this is so
conditions prevailing in Japan. If it should he found T he h ot of the

. L, to it is
obvious that although organization must always be beneﬁcia})esgéﬁeg: sien ltthiz

particular industry must rest with the country which ;

’ untry w 1s able t, i 3
on the market at the lowegt price. Sentimental consideration: vg\xlﬁ zt: gg O'Ocllh
not go very far in persuading an intending customer to pay more for ! f‘tl.n 1y
which he might obtain at a lower price. 1In this connection I may bznaﬁovlvig

to quote Mr. Cumming’s “ Review of the Industrial Position and Prospects in

Bengal in 1908 ™ :—*“ At a time when so much is said and written about the

L4

suppért of local industries, Bengali ladies of the better class ate purchasifig

saris 6f Chinese silk manufactured in Japan and sold in Calcutta 1n pre-
ference to the Calcutta or the Benares products.” This is not only true of
Bengal,—and indeed I see no reason why the case should be otherwise, or win y
Japan should not enjoy the fruits of its superior industry and initiative, ir
these are the causes of 1ts success. Unless, however, conditions of labour are
so different in this country as to preclude successful competition, there is no
reason why an effort should not be made, by means of sound organization, to -
put to their full use the natural resources of this country, which in the case

of silk are very considerable. '

Other silk manufactures and silk substitutes.

11. Other articles of silk manufacture are of small importance. They
include thread for sewing, and amounted in value to Rs. 1,024,765 in 1914-10.
The United Kingdom, Japan and Germany are the principal exporting coun-
tries, supplying about 50 per cent., 20 per cent. and 16 per cent. res-
pectively in 1913-14, though last year German goods amounted only to
about 4 per cent. of the whole, Japanese goods rising to about 30
per cent. Besides silk goods, however, mention must be made of mer-
cerised cotton yarn, and piece-goods of cotton and artificial silk.
These articles have only been separately recorded in the returns since
last year and it is, therefore, not possible to compare the amounts
imported previously. They are now of considerable importance, imports
of mercerised cotton into Bombay amounting in 1914-15 to 1,530,324
Ibs., valued at Rs. 23,42,741, and ot goods of cotton and artificial silk to a
value of Rs. 3,47,877. It may be mentioned here that artificial silk is als®
frequently used for the embroidery on Japanese piece-goods, sold as pure
silk. This is an abuse all the more difficult to check in that petty dealers in
this country are very frequently ignorant as to what is, and what is not, real
silk. Thus for example spun stlk is often regarded as no more real silk than
artificial silk or even mercerised cotton, and would certainly be classed with
those articles, by many such dealers, as a silk substitute. It would be a
decided check upon a deception which trades upon this ignorance if it were
possible for all pure silk articles, whether of spun or of reeled silk, to be
stamped as such at the time of clearing the goods at the Customs. Articles
of cotton and artificial silk are, of course, acknowledged as such, and are so
recorded in the returns. They come mostly from England, only about 3 per
cent. of the total import being received from other countries. Imports into '
Karachi of the same kind of goods amounted 1n value to Rs. 15,884, almost
entirely from the United Kingdom. .

Mercerised cotton yarn is chiefly supplied by the British Empire and
Japan. In 1914-15 the imports of this article from the former werg valued .

at Rs. 12,53,678 and those from the latter at Rs. 10,85,068. Small quan-

d from Switzerland and _Germlaény. hIn addition to

‘t10s received in Bombay, imports into Karachi of the same
;%:z:rigila:lvzﬁwalue‘i at Rs. 2,42,899 and were supplied by the United
Kingdom, Italy and Switzerland, the value of the imports being Rs. 1,82,023,
Rs. 8,476 and Rs. 52,400 respectively. Mercerised cotton yarn is used very
ext':en’sively in the Bombay Presidency and in the Punjab, and the Madras
Presidency draws its supplies of the Japanese article from Bombay, only
European mercerised cotton being ljecelyed in the Madras Ports. It is not
howef,)er used in very great quantity in that Presidency. In Benares, on
the other hand, the value of this material consumed in the town is said
to amount to Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 lakhs. Al this must be received from Bombay,
forin 1914.15 only 1,450 Ibs. valued at Rs. 2,350, were received in Calcutta.
The dved article is no longer used there OWing to the hl%h price of dyes,
and th}; Japanese 1s ordinarily used, it being less costly than the English.

] . the manufacture of very coarse gold thread,
It is also used in Benares for he use of this article in the Punjab

s als : T
which is prepared in the Y087 0o Teals with that province. In the

. . ; ‘chapter W .
gcl)lrlxbt:fy dll)sr(:ag??licxllclyn &lgeci :I; large demand. In Ahmedabad less reeled

A

tities were also receive
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silk and miich ieré spun silk and mercerised cotton is now used than was
tormerly the case. The ** Vijay Weaving Works ” employ 21 looms (of which
only 15 are, however, now in use, owing, it is said, to the lack ot labour)
almost entirely on mercerised cotton. 7his concern has been started within
the last two years and manufactures plain mercerised cotton cloth of various
shades, and a small quantity of spun silk. The mercerised cotton in use is
Japanese and costs Ks. 13 per packet of 10 lbs. (390 tolas). The finished
cloth sells at from 12 annas to Re. 1-1 per yard, the spun silk cloth fetching
from Re. 1-12 to Rs. 2 per yard. The looms are all fitted with fly shuttle-
slays, and the outturn must be considerable. The cloth is well-woven and of
good appearance and there is said to be a greater demand for the finished
cloth than can be met with the limited amount of labour available. Such
being the case the installation of some other kind of loom,—such as the
Churchill loom,—for increasing the output, seems the obvious remedy. In
Surat both the English and the Japanese article is in use. Here one employer
of weavers uses very little else except mercerised cotton and spun silk. T1he
English article (from Manchester) is used for the warp with a weft of white
or grey thread from the Mitsui Bushen Kaisha Limited, or of J apanese spun
silk. All the dyed mercerised cotton, however, is obtained from England. A
weft of this article is also used with spun silk warps. Another employer,
himself a weaver and employing about 120 weavers under him, combines
threads of silk and mercerised cotton in the manufacture of cloth for the
Burma market. Thus one thread of Minchow (Chinese silk) is twisted with
one of mercerised cotton and the combined thread used as a weft-thread with
a warp of mercerised cotton: or again one thread of mercerised cotton is
twisted with two threads of Meang to form the weft. A lungi of the former
-kind sells for Rs. 2-4 for 21 yards. A mercerised weft is also used with a
spun-silk warp as at Ahmedabad, a lungi of this manufacture costing Rs. 3-4
for 5 yards (half width). The demand for mercerised cotton ya@# in the
Presidency appears to be on the increase, and further reference to the use of
this material in British India will be found elsewhere *

Imports of artificial silk yarn are not separately recorded in the Trade
Returns, so that it is impossible to estimate the quantity with any certainty.
Of the total imports of this article into Bombay and Karachi it is estimated
by the importers that 75 per cent. goes to the Punjab and only 25 per cent.’
to all other provinces. The Sassoon Mills are reported to have started using
it in 1915, and a little is consumed by Hyderabad (Deccan). The quantity
used in the Bombay Presidency, however, appears to be very small, and 1
found none at all in use in the big weaving centres of Surat and Ahmedabad.
For further details regarding the use of this material reference may be made
to page 86, where an attempt is made to estimate the total quantity consumed

in India and the extent to which it serves as a substitute for natural silk in
this country.

/ -

TrADE ORGANIZATION,

12. The import trade in raw silk and silk ma,
hands of a few individuals. The firm of Nagend

some thirty to thirty-five lakhs of rupees worth of raw silk from Shanghai,

where there is a branch of the firm. That of Gobhaj imports Japanese and
Shanghai piece-goods, besides raw silk and artificia] s;

c1al silk, to the value of f
Rs. 20 lakhs to Rs. 30 lakhs, most of this impo i ® value ol from

factures. This firm has also branches at Amritsa,

nufactures is largely in the
as Fulchand Chinai imports

’

whereas the trade in Japanese and Chinese pie
forty persons, of whom, however, about half a d
The trade in spun-silk, now a large one, is also in the hands of about six
persons. The whole trade in imported silk is conducted by Indian merchants,

except for two Japanese firms of commiission agents in Bombay—the Japanese
Cotton Trading Co..and the Mitsui Bushen Kaisha.

———

€ Vide page 85.

ece-goads is shared by about'
ozen are especially prominent.

*
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e importers have ordinarily any direct dealings with the silk
lneréll\lI;)Illl:soit;lﬂgﬁz mo,Fussil. The latter instruct their agents to. buy silk on
order through the brokers, of whom there are said to be about a dh?zen in
Bombay, two or three of them conducting most of the business. - The more
businesslike of the mofussil merchants receive intimations from time to

time of the latest shipments of silk and the kinds received, their qualities -

ices. The agents in Bombay nearly always buy on commission and
321%7 I;:,i%?; on theirgown risk. The brokers are said to get } per cent. bcogrll-
mission on their purchases from the importing firms. The agentti? pflo ?1 iy
obtain about 1 per cent. commission, but reliable 1nform§t10n OIi - (is lea is
difficult to obtain, The mofussil merchants are sometimes on1 ly e?hers in
silk, importing from Bombay in the manner described, and selling ; etrayv
material to the actual employers of weavers, who are smaller merchan sls in
the town. Sometimes, however, they prepare the silk for yveav1lng, emp (‘?’1;
ing winders, dyers, throwsters and pirn-winders, and selhn% tlet ﬁa.w ts1 :
ready—prepat"ed for the loom. Elsevyhere these processes are lia t to te ac uae
employers of the weavers.  Sometimes, again, the. mofus31f 11mpor etrsW a:'k
themselves the employers of the weavers, keeping a number o %cl)lms awillobe
in the nature of a small factory. Details of these various methods il be
found elsewhere, the practice varying from province ht-ohpfovmce% hanimex; n
from town to town. The disadvantages of a system which eaﬁresh n?i i O? o
trade in raw material destined to supply a very largIe area in lta (?es aWhere an
inconsiderable number of individuals are obvious. In some %)  where the
influence of a single importer, who is interested in a particular co l'y’b ]
pa nt, those who are actually concerned in the silk industry are liable
1?; ll‘)znlllcl)ll;b];’: to obtain anything but tha.tg particular chmodlty, tho’lll‘,tﬁl_l 1t m?'}j
cease to be the article which is most suitable for their purposes. dl(S} l?almlr sl
larlv affects the Indian raw material, for_whereas the J apanese and Chine :
o a:ir y the particular concern of several important firms, very little interes
o o alt.:e ken };n pushing the Indian goods on the market. In many places
ﬁvlé(c))m raézw silk is totally unknown, and in others the quality and quantity

of Bengal silk required cannot easily be obtained. Were there any organiza- _

¢ i i i better advertising of all
ti ; n strictly business lines, for the g
Ei(;ln(iscgfn (%1111?13?1 gaw silk, ’{t is fairly certain that a number of markets could

be supplied which at present are ignorant of, or cannot obtain, such material, .

although it is at least as suitable for their purposes as the kinds of foreign
raw silk now being imported.
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Internal Trade.

i imports of foreign silk by sea Bombay received in 1914-15 *Ag
1 98'71:13k.>sBc(>3’fs1 f%isefgg i‘glvl&)fosilk by coasting vessels and 449 maunds by rail. Of ;-

the coastwise imp

ort 1,137 1bs. came from Kathiawar, and the remainder was

4

shared about equally between Burma and the other British Ports within the

i 7 the whole of the import by rail is recorded as
Bombay bPresI}éicZIil?ea flj:;rli‘\r{yggre. As has been seen from the table given
havmgBeenba ceceived during that year, according to the ofﬁglal returns,
above, Otfn y n and Indian, to the value of nearly Rs. 4} lakhs,* and manu-
raw silk, qr(;lg at about Rs. 33,000 by rail, and nearly Rs. 32.000 by co(ai\st(;lmg
factures v’?.h u rincipal sources of supply were Mysore, which is recqﬁ(e fa:
vessels. 24% aunds of foreign, and 109 maunds of Indian rav? si k. 3 a
bhaving sent 44 mRs 9 Jakhs: and Madras, which was responsible for In l?ﬁ
total value of over1 e of Rs. 12 lakhs. The large import of foreien raw S(li \
raw silk to the v a;{l licable, for a similar, though smaller. import (l?ltmﬁur:o :e
from Mysare lst}llgen?eceding vear (1913-14), in spite of the fa(cizt tf‘a chvéilk
18 recorded 1n dine to the official returns) less than 80 maun SS of such silk,
imported (according ding 1913-14. Unless therefore that State recelve(si.
during the five vears 1 v road from neighbouring territory an

: i silk b Lrng ;
large Z‘;gg},ﬁstggrio(l;s}lgirghrgwextremely unlikely), there appears tG be a serious
again - . ,

mistake in the official returns.

S . ) ferredtoh page 4. o
o suppofed congignment from Caloutta roforredy Ry ;;E‘i ]

“lie . ?"E”?L .

* Excluding]th
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Outside the Bombay Presidency by far the largest consumer of foreign
raw silk is the Punjab. The total import of such silk into Bombay Port
amounted last year to over 2 million lbs., after deduction of exports. Of this
quantity rather over ¥ million lbs. are recorded as having been exported by
rail to places within the Presidency, and rather under 1 million lbs. to other
Presidencies. Bombay Port Town, therefore, is left with a net import for
its own consumption of about half the total import—or 1 million Ibs. This
figure is however subject to very large deductions for the reasons given on
page 2 above, large quantities of silk being exported by passenger train.
The following table gives the amount, in maunds, of foreign raw silk imported
by rail and coastwise into the undermentioned provinces from the Bombay
Presidency; practically the whole amount being, of course, from Bombay
Port :—

Export of foreign raw silk from Bombay to - 1014-15. 1913-14. 1909-10. 1905-06.
Mds. Mds. Mds, Mds.
Punjab (by rail) . . . . . . 4,292 3,920 .. 4,118
Sind (by coast and rail) 694 1,035 956 1,284
Nizam’s Territory (by rail) . . . R iOG 294 185 280
United Provinces (by rail) . . . . . 123 120 1,634
Central Provinces (by rail) . . . . . 103 156 104
Madras (by coast and rail) . . . Co L35 49 179 3
Others (by coast and rail) . . . . . 49 41 90 16
Torar . 5,492 5,615 6,044 5,830

-The ultimate destination of the large quantity recorded in 1909-10 as con-
signed to the United Provinces was probably the Punjab. =From this table it
will be seen that the imports of foreign silk into that province have remained
fairly steady, and that it regularly consumes about three-quarters of the whole
export from Bombay Presidency, or about one-sixth of the total quantity im-

- ported into Bombay. The remaining two-sixths are divided between Gujarat
and Kathiawar on the one hand and the remaining provinces and other places
within the Presidency on the other hand. I'rom the above table it will appear
that the consumption of foreign silk imported from Bombay by those pro-
vinces has to a certain extent decreased. As, however, Bombay 1s by far the
largest but not the only port which receives supplies of foreign raw silk by
sea, it is not safe to conclude that actual consumption in any province has
decreased without taking into account all the sources of supply, which include
inter-provincial trade by rail. These figures will be given in their appro-
priate places. Attention need only be drawn here to the fact that whereas
the total import of the raw material into Bombay Port has increased in recent
years, exports from the Port to other provinces, re-exports by sea, and exports
to ather places in the Presidency, have all, according to the Trade Returns,
decreased. The conclusion that the Port Town is now absorbing a very greatly
increased quantity of the raw material itself, which- more ‘than counter-
balances the decreases in other centres, is not a feasible one, for there is no
other evidence of such an enormous increase in consumption. On the other
hand, it is beyond question that the use of foreign raw silk in the Madras
Presidency has greatly increased, and that Presidency draws its supplies
very largelv from Bombay. As has been shown in the table above the recorded
export to Madras is a trivial one. The only conclusion, therefore, is that only
a portion of the railborne trade is recorded in the Returns, and most of the
one million Ibs. of foreign raw silk, which appears from the official figures to
have been used up in the Port Town, was really distributed among the other
provinces or the remainder of the Bombay Presidency, and went partly to the
silk-centres of Madras, the export being effected by passenger train or by post.

o7

Similarly, it is probable that forei
out of Bombay by the same methods, so that th

gn silk ma

nufactures are largely sent -
e recorded figures for railborne - .

and coastwise trade in such goods cannot in this case also be taken as more

than a very rough indication of thej
: r m v
are the Punjab and the United P ovements,

) The principal recipients
rovinces of Agra and Oudh by rail, and

Sind by coastwise trade. A smaller quantity goes regularly also to the

oy . . .
lf)hzam s Territory, and occasional consignments are obtained by the Central -
rovinces, Madras, and other provinces.

total quantity, in maunds, recorded

other provinces by rail : —

-

_ The subjoined table shows the -
as having been exported from Bombay to.

.

Foreign picce-goods exported by rail - ’ ‘ N B
Bombay to L om (1914415, | 191314 | 1909-10. | 1905-06.

Md& Mds, Mds.. | Mds
Punjab 770 1,403 1,730 1,459
-United Provinces 374 364 464 244
Other provinees 100 134 102 152
ToTAwL . 1,244 1,901 2,296 . - 1,855
ToTAL VALUE Rs. . 4,29,562 6,37,739 7.88,189 | . 6,11,236

The use of foreign silk manufactures in the Punjab appears therefore to
have decreased heavily last year, the amount in use in the United Provinces

_ having, on the other hand, remained fairly steady. Besides this quantity

exported by rail, Sind receives a regular supply by coastwise trade from
Bombay Port. This amounted in value to Rs. 1,28,000 in 1914-15, and here

again a decrease is evident, the figure reaching a little over Rs. 3 lakhs in = -

1905-06 and over 2 lakhs in 1909-10. From these figures, if they could be
considered reliable, it would appear that the general use of foreign manu-
factured silk is decreasing. This conclusion can hardly be drawn, however,-
in view of the undoubted fact that the imports of such articles into British
India have heavily increased during the last few years.” It is:true that
re-exports of such silk have also increased and rose in value from Rs. 4} lakhs
in 1909-10 to Rs. 10 lakhs in 1913-14, but this goes very little way in account- -
ing for an increase which amounted to over Rs. 70 lakhs, of which’ more than: .
four-fifths went through Bombay Port. It appears therefore that the figures
for railborne trade of recent years are very incomplete and record only a
portion of the whole trade. o R R ST T
The trade in Indian manufactured silk is on a small scale. Bombay
Port receives these articles from Calcutta, Mysore and the Punjab, and exports
to the United Provinces, Central Provinces, and Nizam’s Territory.  The =
total imports in 1914-15 amounted only to about Rs: } lakh in value,and were -
mainly received from Calcutta by rail and Kathiawar by coastwise trade. The
total exports amounted only to about Rs. 12,000 in value.. In 1913-14 the -
Port, received 100 maunds, valued at Rs. 1 lakh, from Calcutta and Mysore by -
rail. besides a small amount by coastwise vessels, and exported 46 maunds,
vah;ed at Rs. 33,000, to the Central Provinces, ete. In 1909-10 the ‘total
import (from Punjab, Mysore, etc.), was valued at nearly Rs. 1} lakhs, and the -
total export (to the United Provinces, Nizam’s Territory, etc.), at over Rs. 1 -
lakh. In 1905-06 the imports (from Calcutta, etc.), were only valued at about
Rs. 30.000, but 1,614 maunds valued at over Rs. 103 lakhs, were exported by
rail a}ld o,ver Rs. 1 lakh’s worth by coast, to the United Provinces, Punjab,
Niz;Lm’s Territory, and other places.- It 18 ev1den-t therefore that the trade in -
Tndian manufactured silk has very seriously declined; and so far as concerng

Bombay Port is now of very small importance. . -

14. Within the Bombay Presidency the most important movements of
silk are the exports of foreign Ta

w material from Bombay Port. - These in ~
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1914-15 amounted to 6,643 maunds, valued at Rs. 263’ lak -

maunds went to Gujarat and Kathiawar, over 2,000 tg the léséutl?vﬁ‘a:éggg
Country, and most of the remainder to Fast and West Deccan The quantit

of foreign raw silk distributed in Bombay Presidency from the Por;l was ir);
previous years slightly higher, the amount being in 1913-14 over 7,000 waunds
and in 1909-10 and 1905-06 nearly 8,000 mannds. Meanwhile values anmoay
to have risen, the total amount in 1909-10 being valued only at Rs. 273 aIl)(hs
The following table gives the quantity of foreign raw silk in maunds,
imported into the several blocks of the Presidency during those years This

table may be compared with that give ; ‘
exported to other provinces. given on page 26 showing the quantity

Import of foreign raw silk into 1914-15. 1915-14 \ 1609-10 1905-06
St . -1U, 9-U0,
" Gujarat and Kathiawar
. . . . . 4,070 4,418
e . o 3,515 2,089
an . . . - . . [410 348 685 1,050
West Deccan . . . . . . . - 125 156 287 Jae
South Maratha Country
. . . . . 2,022 2,281 3,448
) s 3,278
North Deccan . 14
. .. 25 216

and in North Deccan (Khandesh and Nasik); the:]giltcflapur and Bijapur),

. . ; ast-na i
now ceased to import any considerable quantity. med block haxmg

Turning to the Indian material i
, th i
Bombay Port and Gujarat and Kathi:vffr:;cr)ft lﬂp(igtﬁf-t 5 Bonha, pocoween

The railborne trade in manufa i

. : ctured articl i .
e oalle Most noteworthy fact in 191415 was o lpser oy o & PASSING
piece-goods from Gujarat and Kathiawar to Bomba'gP o n foreign
argqunted to 298 maunds and was_valued at about Rs ) Taby, Towm. This

(i:;al gllg ye%r 1o such consignment appears to have been sent, nor doeg ;

R he zif urns for 1909-10. Tn 1905-06 Indian piece. ,dOI' oes 1t appear
s. + lakh were received in Bombay from the poocs valued at over

the figures already given to confirm the View fi . This agr ith
: ) ) the View that conditinna in . Brees wit

that block are Improving, and it indicates also that th:dég;?i!;r: Illletgf);:tzgsﬂlxn
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Indian raw material on the looms. _kxports from Bombay Port are generally
of foreign piece-goods to the East Deccan block (Ahmednagar, Sholapur and
Bijapur), while this block generally sends articles of Indian manufacture to
the West Deccan (Poona and Satara) and elsewhere. These latter were

‘valued in 1914-15 at Rs. 25,000 and in 1913-14 at Rs. 13,770. Silk looms

appear to have practically ceased to work in Ahmednagar, therefore Shola-
pur and Bijapur must be almost wholly reSponsible for this output, and it is
probable that these places make greater use of Indian raw material than is
the case elsewhere in the Presidency.

Srzk INDUSTRY.

15. Apart from the official figurés for recorded transactions in siik, local
enquiry shows that practically no Indian raw silk is used in Surat, Ahmeda-
bad or Poona. Mr. Nissim’s estimate of the quantity of this material con-
sumed in the Bombay Port Town has already been given. The Chhoi Silk
Mill Co. Ltd., has kindly supplied the following figures, showing its own
consumption of raw silk, chiefly Bengal and China, and outturn of silk
cloth during the five years ending 30th June 1915. In addition to raw silk
this Concern also consumes Mill Spun Silk, from silk waste, and cotton yarn.

[

Year. Silk consumed. Silk cloth produced.

Rs. a. p. o Rs. a. p.

w . .. . . L 1,38053 3 8 | 335389 0 0

912 . . . . ..o 78,769 7 4 3,28,068 0 10
1913 . . . . ... '80,766 14 0- 314367 2 5 .

914 . . . .. ... 66,194 15 0 2,62413 0 8
1916 . . & . .. e . 60,110 11 11 227976 7 3 °

Torar . 4,23,885 3 11 14,68,203 11 2

No indication is given of the proportion of Bengal raw silk to China raw
silk so consumed. Mr. Nissim’s estimate of the Indian raw silk consumed by
the rest of the Presidency is as follows : —Ahmednagar, Sholapur and Chita-
pur 28,000 Ibs., Rs. 2 lakhs :—Yeola 15,000 lbs., Rs. 1 lakh :—Hubli, Dharwar
and Bagalkote 85,700 Ibs., Rs. 6 lakhs. Adding the estimated amount of con-
sumption in Bombay City (viz., 71,400 lbs.:— Rs. 5 lakhs), the total quan-
tity of this material consumed in' the Bombay Presidency during 1914-15
amounted to about 200,000 1bs., valued at roughly Rs. 14 lakhs. There.is
nothing to indicate the source of this silk, but it may be conjectured that
Hubli and Dharwar receive supplies from Mysore vié Harihar, by which
route, according to the Returns for the Railborne Traffic of the Mysore State,
933 maunds or 27,472 lbs. of Indian raw silk were exported in 1914-15.
During the first three quarters of 1915-16 the export by this route was 404
maunds or 33,330 1bs. of raw silk (excluding waste), an increase which very
possibly means that Hubli and Dharwar are now, owing to the high price
of China silk, drawing upon Mysore more heavily than was formerly the
case for the supply of the Indian material. Similarly, Sholapur may-also
receive supplies of Mysore' raw. silk, either »id Harihar or pid Hindupur.
The export from Mysore State by the former route is a large one, amounting
to 1.400 maunds or 115,500 Ibs. in 1914-15, and during the first three quarters
of 1015-16 to 1,709 maunds or 140,992 Ibs. The total export of this mategial
from Mysore during 1914-15 by these two routes (which . ead in wf:he_dlreci?;qn )
of the Bombay Presidency, the third route, Bisanatham, going.towards
Madras) amounted. to 142,972 lbs., and in the first three quarters. of 1915-16
to 174,322 lbs. If Mr. Nissim’s estimate is correct, it 18_31‘01)@519- ‘Qh:‘!:zti}“s,
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quantity of Mysore silk is mostly consumed in the Bombay silk-centres mér-
tioned by him,

16. The foreign raw silk consumed in the Bombay Presidency is nearly
all Chinese. In Poona the “ Double Dragons” Chop is most in evidence,
kath from Hongkong (or “ Calcutta ” silk, as it is called) being also used.
The former costs, doubled, Rs. 15 a seer; the latter Rs. 18 a seer. From the
price it would seem that the latter is the North China variety, re-reeled in
Canton. Bengal silk is said to be about Re. 1 per seer less than the Chinese
but to be unsuitable owing to continuous breaks in the thread. For thé
manufacture of gold thread cheap Japanese “ Sanshu Douppion ” silk is used
as has been stated elsewhere. "The price of this is said to have risen froni
Rs. 9 to Rs. 11 on account of the war. All these kinds of raw silk are
obtained through agents in Bombay, there being no direct communication
between the merchant in Poona and the actual importer. The raw silk con-
sumed in this town is not all prepared for the looms in Poona itself only
about 50 persons being.engaged there on this kind of work. Frequentiy the
preparatory processes are done in Surat (a great centre for twisting, winding
etc.), or in Benares or elsewhere. (German aniline dyes are employéd though
an inferior kind is also said to be obtainable from Bijapur. From t%e
“Monograph upon the Silk Fabrics of the Bombay Presidency” it appears that
in 1900 Ben_gal and Persian raw silk was also found at Poona. Neither of
these kinds is now in use. The silk cloth manufactured in the town is mostly

consumed locally, selling at from Rs. 3 to Rs. 12 per yard, but exports are

sometimes made to Nagpur, Berar, Khandesh and other ] i

also imported from Coimbatore, Surat and Benares. Sgll?i(;le;' prSitlzles (21?;hrés
ported to have fallen since the outbreak of the war. . - -

In Ahmedabad & greater variety of China silk is found i

nor Mysore raw silk. The kinds of China silk most uks)gg I;?ghﬁ‘ifgl?ogvil
costing Rs. 13-12 per seer (of 72 tolas); Kobin, at Rs. 14-8; Kakaria, at Rg, 14+
Hoing, at Rs. 13, and Sichoon, at Rs. 10-8. All of these are Shar;ghai silks,
60 per cent. of the yellow and 40 per cent. of the white variety being emplo ed.
Spun silk and mercerised cotton are gaining in favour in this cit falx)' n)llorc;
weaving being now done with these materials than was formerly tgé case, and
the use of reeled silk is said to have considerably decreased. The Chinese ra

1£1ater1;xl 1s obtained from the firm of Nagendas Fulchand Chinai th:e;‘glw
Commission Agent in this city. Commission is reported to amount to 1 e};‘
cent. on the value of the purchase. The silk industry in this city apj earsp to
be rapidly declining. According to the census figures there were 8 91r'“;p ersons
engaged 1n silk spinning, weaving, carding, etc., in this district in 1'9(1))1 I .
%l?:rle ;l;g ;qxéllt)erbof silkr?)%limers and weavers had fallen to 7,336. To dal;

1d to be only 500 looms in the City, where ten 20 t )
2,000. There are reported to be several causeg which contr}';gﬁ: %g (t);hti};efi((eacvlvi?;e

In the first place weaving is said to be often impossible in the climate of

Ahmedabad without the use of sares for sizing, and this renders it more ex-

pensive in that city than elsewhere. Further, t i
two years ago is said to have assisted in the de(,ﬂitlll]: bfyalrl:(igc?rf tge I(IlIODSOO(li'l
tligigl;bz atrefnt?lw }\?S ig gelcrlland, and this S rsed to to g
s oduct of the Ahmedabad looms, which hav i
iiasti) the last half-century. .On the other hand, th: ltr)le:;luflegt?ll;i f;;)fr :;Tf_orfat
e Deccan market has partially replaced that ‘of “kinkhabs.” A ih e con-
tributory cause is reported to be the lack of labour Cotton Mill I1110 gr now
earning from Rs. 25 to Rs. 30 a month and many silk weavers turninant ) novlz
ihmp(lioytlr_lent_. The neighbouring centre of Surat is also said to be gas:isililrcl
}?' ecline in Ahmedabad, since Surat is producing much cheaper silk 't%
which phe Ahmedabad looms are unable to compete. The incgea. d s i
spun silk ic ‘l}gdoubted-l one result of this competition, and in Some case
inferior qualities of silk are combined with superior ’qualities S(t)(l)n erec(?:gz

the cost of the maferial. Thus one thread of an inferior quality of

Minchow is twisted with one of the b ity,
! . ] est quality, o ' ia i
combined with one of Minchow to form theqweft thr:a?l fllll I:ng(i)rngalfzr;gitlz

of the difficulty now being felt with r ilk i .
the merchants are still rgeported B zg:rghtec;n tslglavsglk industry in Ahmedabad,

: G, Ao ( s at th
picul, on all silk imported into the city, for charitable Pgr;?)zzsoiv l%%h7m?122

kind of article used to be a .

g
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considerably increase the price of the raw material. The real catisés of the
decline of the industry, however, appear to be the following:— .

(1) The competition of the Cotton Mills which pay their hands better.

(2) The failure’of the employers of the weavers to recognize the change in
demand and adapt themselves to it. The decrease in demand ascribed to the
failure of the monsoon two years ago is far more likely to be due to a change
in the nature of that demand, for the neighbouring centre of Surat has
experienced no such decrease. The merchants are very unwilling to set their
looms to work upon anything except rich gold-embroidered saris of the kind
manufactured by their fathers, the demand for which is certainly a limited,
and possibly a decreasing one. Only 4 or 5 persons in the town are now able,
it is alleged, to set the looms for particular patterns, and the ordinary manu-
facture consists of this very fine gold-embroidered silk cloth, woven in
standard patterns, and costing from Rs. 15 to Rs. 50 per piece of about one
yard, The women of the town are however largely engaged upon the process
known as bandhani, in the course of which knots are tied in the cloth, and it
is then dipped in dye, sometimes more than once, patterns being produced by
this method. The silk used for this is Hoing for the warp and Kakaria for
the weft, and the manufactured cloth sells for Rs. 16 for a piece of 4} yards
(24 inches wide) and is used for making saris. This kind of work is however
done solely by women, who earn only Rs. 3 or 4 a month in this way; it does not
therefore affect the general position of the industry in the town.

(8) The merchants themselves. There are estimated to be from 500 to
1,000 of these in the City—mostly men of small capital,—and by their lack

" of initiative and business capacity they are certainly contributing to the

decline of the industry. In spite of the fact that it is owned that Surat
turns out cheaper silk cloth than Ahmedabad, and it is recognized that the
old demand is decreasing, they generally fail to make any attempt to meet the
new demand. They are unable or unwilling to raise the pay of the weavers
employed®y them, with the result that the Cotton Mills offer superior attrac-
tions and entice the weavers away from the silk-looms. It 1s impossible not
to regard these small employers of weavers as a serious drag upon the industry

as a whole, and they must inevitably present an obstacle to any attempt to
revive it. _ - ‘

(4) The entire supply of silk seems to be in the hands of one firm, which
has a branch in Shangﬁai and which naturally has an interest in supplying
Chinese silk. It is very possible that this is partly the cause why the Indian
raw material never appears to be imported into Ahmedabad.

1 am convinced that the weavers, if combined together, could do far better

" for themselves than is possible under present conditions. The industry is at .

nducted in a wasteful manner, the-number of persons who are
pﬁ:iigaﬁ; mere middlemen being enormous. It is a matter for regret that
skilled silk-weavers should be driven to work in the Cotton Mills, and con-
sidering the success of the silk industry in Surat it can hardly be unavoidable.
Were it possible to constitute the weavers of this city into a Co-operative
Union, on the lines of the Conjeeveram Weavers Umon in Ma,gir.a,s, there
would, I think, be very good hope of vastly improving the conditions now

prevailing in Ahmedabad.

17. In Surat, on the other hand, the industry is in a flourishing condition, -

{ ' d a temporary check from the unfavourable conditions
a};gﬁglﬁtltalﬁl::tsggeﬁe war. pTher}iargest importer of China raw silk now
i ogrts only half the quantity which he obtained from Bombay before its
lmtﬁ)reak and the firm of Sora{)ji Hormusha Joshi and ‘Co.,vwlnch employed
g(‘ilme 150 weavers before the war, now finds work for only about a score. hTh}s
is largely because there was a large export of silk toA'fque){, Ji ;dii; and
Mecca, the Ports of the Persian Gulf, and Tunis, Algiers and Horocco.
 Watered Silk ” (known as ¢ is m m in con

; i " of this kind of cloth was exported in this
s1derab13. 'iﬁ?’;ﬁg gg gfg 'g‘eglrticish Empire. The demand for such cloth_
}vlv:,sy tg:arelfore practically sailed. Al the silk merchants of this town agree,

aram sut) is manufactured by this firm in con- - -
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howeves, that before the war there was a steady improvement of the silk
industry, and the number of weavers in the town is said to have increased
from about 2,000 in 1896 to 3,000 in 1904 and over 5,000 at the present time.
The increase is reported-to be due to the immigration of skilled weavers from
Benares and Lahore, who have ncw permanently settled in Surat. According
to the Census figures of 1911 there were then over 13,000 persons in this dis-
trict engaged in silk spinning and weaving. A great many kinds.of China
silk are in use :—Minchow, Meang (locally called kakaria), Tsatlie, Lacklow,
White Shanghai (apparently real kakaria), Hoing, Sichoon, and sometimes
Kobin. Japanese spun-silk yarn and warps are also employed, being ob-
tained by a general store-keeper from native agents in Bombay. No artificial
silk is in use, but there is a good deal of English and Japanese mercerised
cotton. A sample of Bokhara (or Yarkand) raw silk was recently obtained
from a Punjabi firm in Bombay, but this is said to be the first import of that
kind for fifteen years. It is used only for making a warp, Chinese silk being
used for the weft. This kind of silk, though its price is Rs. 18 a seer, is said
to be actually cheaper than Minchow, for the cost of the latter is greatly raised
by the charges incurred in separating the waste and by the loss involved 1n its
extraction.* This increase of price is said to amount to about 40 per cent.
of the original cost, so that actually about Rs. 19 a seer is paid for such silk,
though the market price is only about Rs. 14. China silk is obtained through
Bombay agents, the amount of commission being ordinarily only 4 per cent.
though when a particular kind of silk has to be specially obtained according
to order, as much as 2} per cent. is charged. The above mentioned firm uses
Minchow and Lacklow (or Tsatlie) for the warp, and steam silk (white or
yellow) for the weft. The steam silk is especially suitable on account of its
softness, the white variety being preferred. The cost of these kinds of silk
ready prepared, is said to be as follows :—Tsatlie Rs. 9 per lb,, Lacklov&;
rather less, and Minchow Rs. 8 per 1b. The cost is about Rs. 2 per Ib. less in
the state in which the silk arrives from China. The steam silk (white) is said
to be Rs. 12, though it was formerly only Rs. 8, but the price is vagiable and
the silk is not always easily obtainable in Bombay, being more frequently
received in Burma. The principal kinds of manufacture by this firm are 1.
satin, made from a Lacklow (or, if that is not obtainable, a Tsatlie) warp and
a weft of steam silk. This is sold in Bombay and fetches nearly Rs. 3 per
vard of 26 inches. 2. I mitation satin, made of a silk warp and a v‘veft ot
unbleached cotton, there being, on one side, seven threads of silk to one of
cotton. This is exported to Aden for sale in the interior and fetches about
Re. 1 per yard of 24 1nche_s. 3. A Minchow warp is combined with a weft of
Japanese tram or spun silk. This sells for Re, 1-2 per yard. 4 Watered
Silk made from a warp of Lacklow (or Tsatlie) and a weft of bleached cotton
the cotton being concealed. This kind of cloth is exported to the Turkish’
Empire, as already stated, and fetches Re. 1-8 to Rs. 8 a yard. It is ver
carefully finished and calendered. The Satins are mostly sold in India )a’
cons1deral;li ﬁluanl?ty of the pure silk satin being exported to Burma. The
;vse?;rszi (; : R:‘se2 ; 11§1dsr%f c]ot(‘ih are sald to receive a varying wage rising to
or 50 yards, the amount, depending on the skill required.
They make from 12 annas to Re. 1 a day. The Manager of this firm has kindl
supplied me with the following details concerning tl%e silk used and rocesse}s’
employed in that concern. The J apanese silk costs Rs. 5 for a bul?dle of 5

- kilos : (containing 140 hanks), middle quality, the count being 140/2. Min-

chow is only used for the warp. It ig slight

After boiling in borax _it loses most of itg yellcl))vrv nferior in l}lstre to Tsatlie.

wea.ving  the silk and cotton manufactures are

* Vide pages 98 to 160,

~ of the industry in
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Other merchants of Surat manufacture silk cloth largely or wholly for
the Burmese market, one having a branch at Rangoon. Minchow and * lari ”
(apparently best quality Minchow) and coarse Meang are used for these manu-
factures. Japanese spun silk is also occasionally used. The “ lari ” is woven
into dhupsai, which costs Rs. 7-8 for a lungi of 2 yards by 42 inches. Min-
chow is woven into bepati, lungis of 7 or 8 yards of 21 inches costing Rs. 5-8.

- Meang is used for inferior bepatis. The prices of the raw silk are given as—
lari Rs. 17 per standard seer, Minchow Rs. 14-12, Meang Rs. 12-14 or Rs. 12-6.
Other qualities of Meang are “ H. K.” at Rs. 11-14, “ C.-K.” No. 2 at Rs. 12-8,
and “%. C.” No. 2 at Rs. 12-2. The employers are reported to pay the
weavers about Rs. 16 for 50 local yards (about 2 ft. 4 ins.), providing the raw
material and giving advances, but the rate appears to vary, for in one case
the employer, himself a weaver, kept a written scale of pay varying accord-
ing to the nature of the cloth, viz., Rs. 7 per 54.yards by 20 inches; Rs. 7-8 for
54 yards by 22 inches; Rs. 6-12 for 54 yards by 18 inches; and so on. Owing
to the diversity of the widths of cloth manufactured in Surat, therefore,
statements as to the amount of pay received by the weavers have to be accepted
with caution. The fact that there does not seem to be the same lack of labour
which is being experienced in Ahmedabad, however, makes it probable that
the weavers’ earnings are higher in Surat than in that town. One mercha_mt
is said to buy finished cloth direct from the weavers themselves, who provide
their own materials. The cloth is sent to Poona, where this merchant has a
shop. This method certainly appears to be more likely to conduce to the pros-
perity of the weavers, supposing that they are able to obtain. their raw silk
without incurring large debts, which is unlikely, and also supposing that they
receive the full price for theéir cloth, which (to judge from the practice else-
where) is equally unlikely. It mav be_ doubted whether, W)thopt combination,
the “weavers will ever be able to obtain the full profit of their labour under
such a system. - »

Oth};r kinds of silk manufactures in Su;’qtr—cloth woven of silk threads
mixed with threads of mercerised cotton, 8tc..—have been mentioned else-
where. Enough has been said to show the diversity of the manufactured

" articles and the-wide range of markets which they are designed to supply.

: eumstances it is not at all surprising that w.hereas the silk indus-
Pr?'dg tShlfr(:tm\}vlas. at least until the outbreak of war, in a very prosperous
condition, that of Ahmedabad appears to have fallen ;nto_ a steady decline.
The latter citv already depends largely on imports of foreign ma?uil'lactures.
Japanese goods, in particular, are greatly in demand. Some of t. e§e da.re
made in Japan, but dved and finished in France before export to- India.
Others are dyed in Bombav or in Surat. Cloth from the Bombay Mll]S: is g,ls_o
qolde But the Japanese articles are preferred, in spite of the cheapness of .thfg
Mills cloth. Various reasons are given for this prgference-superlonty.o,
fexture gréater durability. less deterioration 1n washine. and so on. l;] a,pgne:g
embroidered cloth is also sold in some anantity. I.ndlan gold-embroider d
' i1l alwavs in demand for marriage occasions, and suc

saris are. however. st _tor ] ocasions, and St
:t(;:z: abirdpm for the same, and phentas (i.e., kamarbands) are always to be

boucht in this city. . Iy .
‘ . : in Ahmedabad, but also in Poona.
18, The industry has declinec ngg 211111?\77 1,000 weavers ‘at work, where ten

In that town there are now said to In the Ahmednagar district, where

ber. L
years ago there were double that 1}111;1; were 786 silk weavers and spinners in ;

. | t/ . A RS
according to the census figures the the past:. THhe flourishing condition
1011, silk weaving is already a thing of bz I;egarded rather as an exception

Surat, therefore. must Th fioures for that
. the Bombay Presidency. The census lLigures IOF %3z

g‘a”. o the(ifl‘c‘}ﬁd‘i’f,g Sind) show a decrease from 46,7';2 persons _engabgeé{}L n
TNy S ing and weaving silk in 1901, to 88094 SLE SpiTnoms &%

carding, 'Spililﬁll gth ough the figures for the Bombay States show an inc gas:
weavers in 1911, 20U Byt her hand, the mumber of persons engaged X

from 4,290 to 5,543. Un 1901 only 227,303, whereas the

g ing industrv was in 19C _. . )
the cotton hand weav;;iog ed in spinning, weaving, and sizing cotton 1;(11 1%11
number of persons oTP O fore. that while-the cotton hand-loom industry

g 1ty e, T el o
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A comparison of the census figures for 1901 and 1911 shows further that all
“the chief silk centres of the Presidency have shared in this decline except
Surat. The figures for the nine principal silk-weaving districts are as
follows : —

1901. "1911.
Distric?._ Silk carders, spinners
and weavers ; makers of | Silk spinners and weavers.

silk braid and thread.
Surat . . . . . . . . 11,856 13,209
Bijapur . . . . . ... 9,183 5,081
Ahmedabad . . . . . . 8,915 7,336
Dharwar . . . . . . . . 5593 . 4,997
Nasik . . . . . . . 3,291 . . 2,839
Belgaum . . . . . . . . 1,688 . 993
Poona . . . . . . . . . 1,488 1,231
Sholapur . . . . . . . . 1,378 328
Ahmednagar . . . . . . . 811 786
Torat, . 44,103 36,780

Besides these, a certain number of persons, mostly women, are engaged
on bandhana. These amounted in 1901 to 528 in Ahmedabad and 183 in
Surat. This is still done, as already stated, in Ahmedabad, but from the
above table it is clear that the decrease of weavers in this and most other cen.
tres has been very considerable. Such being the case, the very satisfactory
state of things in Surat is all the more noteworthy. Surat is now one of the
largest weaving-centres in India, and it is certainly not due to chance that
the place im which the greatest diversity of manufactures takes place, and
which fidds markets for its goods not only in India itself but in Arabia,
Turkey and Africa, should flourish while others decay. The lesson is clear
enough—that there is no lack of markets for Indian silk manufactures if the
merchants have sufficient initiative and acumen to find these markets and
manufacture the kind of goods which they require. It is, T think, a fairly

evident proposition that it is largely owing to the lack of these essentials of

success in business that the silk-weaving industry in the Bombay Presidency
1s on the wholr on the down-grade at the present time.

&

¥
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CHAPTER II.
The Silk Trade of Madras.
Raw Sik.

Imports.

1. Only a small portion of the raw silk used in the Madras Presidency is
imported by way of the Madras Ports; most of the foreign silk comes from
Bombay and Indian raw silk is received from Bengal and Mysore. The
figures for the Railborne Trade are very little guide as to the quantity so
received, as the following table will show :— )

Imports by Rail into Madras Presidency.

Article and whence imported. F 1910-11. 1911-12, 1912.13. 1913-14. 1914-15,
Foresgn raw silk. Mds. Mads. Mds. Mds. Mds.
Bombay Port . . . . 185 43 132 3 57
Mysore . . . . . . . .. . 105 43
Other places . . . . . S 3 e ) .. ..
ToTaL qQuaNTiTY . 185 46 132 1083 99
) k.
Mysore . Im'han rfzw ” . . . 3,571 ¢ 3,397 1,856 2,650 1,245
Other places . . . . . 27 7 23 16 11 .
TOTAL QUANTITY . 3,598 3,404 1,879 2,665 1,256

-

From this table it would appear that comparatively small quantities of
foreign raw silk have been received in the Presidency, and no Bengal silk
(except such petty quantities as may be included under “other Places ) is
used there. This is altogether incorrect inasmuch as Bengal silk 18 still being
received 1n very considerable quantities in several of the larfest silk centres
of the Presidency. The explanation is not far to seek. In Trichinopoly

s § lakh’s worth of Bengal silk is said to be used in a year and Mysore silk
i8.akso largely employed. The whole of this amount is imported direct from

. ;i,géngal and Mysore by passenger train, and consequently none of it appears

#r the official railborne returns. The latter cannot therefore be accepted as

* any guide to the quantity or nature of silk used in the Presidency, but the

‘heavy decrease in the reported transactions in Mysore silk may be an indica-
tion of a real decrease in the amount consumed, though it requires
confirmation from other sources. -

Most of the foreign raw silk which is not obtained from Bombay is
imported »id Tuticorin, but imports from JaQan are sent to Madras Port.
The following table shows the quantity of such raw silk imported into the
sea-ports of the Madras Presidency :—

Article and whence imported. . 1910-11.° \ 1911-12. 11912-13. [ 1913-14. 1914.15.
Y ik, 1bs. Ibs. Ibs. ° lbs. Ibs.
China* Foreign Taw ssz . . 1,454 38,000 119,389 87,175 67,736
Japan . . . . . 536 4467 | 11,028
ToTAL . 1,454 38,000 119,925 91,642 | 78,7684

*(Exclusive of Hongkong and Macao.) '
VOL. II.



In addition to these amounts of raw silk, a ver
was imported in 1912-1913, and 4,854 lbs. from Fr.
ous to 1910-1911 the import of silk appears to have been alto
It will be seen that imports from Japan only started in 19
years they have risen in value from Rs. 2,880 to Rs. 55,00

of the total import.

belief that Japan cannot under
become a serious competitor of
kinds of Japanese silk appear t
time. It is probable that the comparatively heavy consignme
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y small quantity of waste
ance in 1913-1914. Previ-
gether negligible.
12-1913; in three
0, about 14 per cent.

Reasons have been given elsewhere, however,* for the

1914-15 should be regarded rather as samples, and the recent

combined with the apparent general dissatisfaction with s
Presidency, encourages the belief that a decrease is to be expec

future.t

2. It will be noticed that no raw
consequently all the silk received from
and not from Canton.
the like,—so largely used in North-Wes
at all in the Madras Presidency : where
manufacture of sashes at Conjeeveram,
ordinarily in use is employed for the p
show the amount of t,
has been kindly sup
1915-16. From this

» was imported during

Imports of raw silk into the Presidency of Madras in 1915-16.

The coarse Sou

he various kinds of silk impor
plied to me by the Madras Customs Office, for the year
it appears that foreign raw silk of
that year in the undermentioned q

present conditions be regarded as likely to
China in this trade, since only the coarsest
o be exported to this country at the present
nts received in
rise in prices,
uch silk in the
ted in the near

silk is imported from Hongkong and
China is from the northern provinces
th China silks—panjam, mathow and
t India, do not appear to be employed
silk of this nature is needed, as in the
winding waste obtained from the silk

urpose. The official returns do not

ted, but a list of this nature

the following kinds
uantities :—

|
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and Mookchand from the same province is also used in Kumbakonam. The
amount shown in the above list is of course only a fractional part of the whole
quantity of Chinese silk consumed in ‘the Presidency. What that quantity
may be is impossible to estimate, but in Kumbakonam alone a leading silk-
merchant put the value of raw silk sold there during the year before the war
at Rs. 40 lakhs, and 75 per cent. of this was estimated to be Chinese silk.
Similarly at Conjeeveram one of the chief dealers estimated that Rs. 10 lakhs
worth of silk was consumed there a year, and that 50 per cent. of this amount
was from China. It is equally difficult to make any estimate of the amouni
of Mysore and Bengal silk in use. In Coimbatore only the former appears to
be employed, Chinese and Japanese raw silk having been tried but rejected.
In Salem, again, Mysore silk is largely used, being preferred to Chinese by
the merchants for the manufacture of saris, though it is said that Chinese
silk is easier to handle in weaving and is therefore preferred by the weavers
themselves. In Conjeeveram, where a great deal of silk-weaving is done, it
is said that 10 years ago only Mysore and Bengal silk was used, but now half
the total quantity comes from China. On the other hand, it is also alleged
that whereas only Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 lakhs of silk was used 10 years ago, Rs. 10
lakhs is used at the present day, and if this is true the use of Indian silk

cannot have decreased, in spite of the increase’in the use of the Chinese

material. In Kumbakonam only one-eighth of the raw silk sold is said to be °
from Bengal and Mysore, but even this quantity must amount to several lakhs

in value, the amount of raw silk sold in that town being very great. In

Trichinopoly nearly all the silk used seems to be from Mysore or Bengal, the

amount of the latter being estimated at Rs. } lakh a year, while in Madura

it 1s estimated that 90 per cent. of the silk used is Chinese and about 8 per
cent. Mysore. The amount of Bengal silk used in Madura is very small. ~ It
1s clear, therefore, that very considerable quantities of Indian silk are con-
sumed-in the Madras Presidency, and the figures. for import shown in the
Railborne Trade returns are probably very much below the real amount

~imported. According to these returns the import varied from 8,598 maunds,

valued at nearly Rs. 221 lakhs, in 1910-1911, to 1,256 maunds, valued at Rs. 8%
lakhs, in 1914-15. All but a negligible quantity of this is shown as coming
from Mysore. It may legitimately be doubted whether imports of Mysore
silk have decreased as heavily as appears from these figures. Recent state-
ments published by the Mysore State, showing railborne exports, put the
quantity and value of raw silk exported from that State at a much higher
figure, and a very large percentage of the whole amount certainly goes to
Madras. Moreover, even these figures can certainly not be taken as complete,
for not only is road-traffic not included but also exports by passenger train
are not taken into account in the returns, and, as has been said elsewhere,
Trichinopoly, to take a single instance, certainly imports supplies of Mysog'e
raw silk by this method. The figures for the Railborne Trade of Mysore in
silk are given below for comparison with the table on page 35 :—- :

Exports of Indian raw silk from Mysore State by mfl.

Year.

. Quantity.

Value,

Description of silk. Quantity. Value.
l Ibs. Rs.
From China, }
Yellow Minchow ol 27,264 1,44,230
|
» XKobin ., 11,627 58,400
» Shantung 2,222 12,402
White Lie-Laying 5,228 26,530
Noyang (? Meang) 2,380 10,802
“ Yellow Zyanching, » M . 3,201 11,766
Other kinds 4,206 22,570
Torar, 56,218 2,86,760
~ From Spain. e )
Yellow raw silk 268 1.340
Just 50 per cent , therefore, of the whole i i
] . . ) Ole import from Ch ; i
known as Minchow from P (na was the kind

(or Kopun or Gubin) from Ngan-whei.

warp 1 nost of the bj

amount of various

Kakaria, is also use

*Vide page 7.

tSinco_writing the ahove,
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Japanese silk was imported during 1915-18,

g silk-centres

alities of the white silk from
at Kumbakonam,

I have heen informe

Salem,

the Sz-Chuen provinee, and

d by the Madras
This appears to support th

The former

over 20 per cent. Kobin

n Kiang-suy, Lie-laying or
Conjeeveram ang other places,

Custom Pepartment that no
@ conclusion arrived at above,

Mds. Rs.
1910.01 5,300 35,28,000
10. . .
4,000 22,50,000
1811-12 . oo o
. 2,000 10,92,000
1912.13 .
5,500 31,72,600
1913-14 .
4,404* 21,714,737
1914-156 . i
* Note.—Includes 762 maunds of waste valued at Rs. 13,622, r2

”
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The values here given are however decep'tive, sillf: waste being included
and valued at the rate fixed for raw silk, until the third quarter of the year
1914-15. The figures for the year 1915-16 are probably more reliable.
During the first three quarters of that period 3,839 maunds of raw silk and
2,338 maunds of waste were exported from Mysore, the value of which, accord-
iflg to the average rate prevailing in the previous-years, would be about
Rs. 22§ lakhs. If the export during the last quarter of the year was in the
same proportion the total for the year must have been about 5,000 maunds of
raw silk and 3,000 maunds of waste, worth about Rs. 30 lakhs in all. A very
large portion of this must certainly go to the Madras Presidency.

3. As regards Bengal silk, it would be unwise to venture any estimate of .

the quantity consumed in the Presidency. Although, however, a considerable
amount is still in use, the quantity so consumed is almost negligible in
comparison with the enormous stipplies which reached the Presidency fromn
Calcutta formerly. Figures for the years 1889 to 1898 are given in the
Monograph on the Silk Fabric Industry of the Madras Presidency, published
in1899. Therein it is stated that “ the supply of raw silk is obtained almost
- entirely from Calcutta. In other words Bengal silk is largely used by the

weavers.” This is certain]y not the case to-day. An analysis of these figures
is given below, side by side with the statistics for imports of Indian raw silk
(practically the whole of which is from Calcutta) during 1900-1901 and
following years by coastwise trade into the Presidency.

Imports of raw silk from Caleutta.

Year. Ibs, Rs.
1889 219,288 10,80,835
1890 234,710 11,75,998
1891 273,949 13,72,030
1892 . 242,377 12,22,828
1893 108,087 4,82,848
1894 106,309 5,21,785
1895 205,733 10,21,603
1896 218,728 13,92,140
1897 119,102 6,07,444
1898 - .. 65,825 3,33,634
189900 . 51,492 2,62,504
1900.01 . 58,729 2,97,710
1901-02 . 30,424 1,38,412
190203 . , . 14,024 72,164
e 8,678 42,800
1904-05 . 9,900 50,300
1905-06 . 3,166 18,484
1906-07 to 1914-15 . Nil Nil

been said, however, that silk from Bengal is still obtained b 5 .

and used in some quantity in Trichinopoly, COnjeevera,m, Iguré?szi%%?xﬁnt?;g
elsewhere. Nor should 1t be concluded from these figures that the total
quantity of raw silk consumed in the Presidency has decreased. On the
contrary, it is beyond do:ubttha;t it hasoonSIderably increased in the last 10

89

years ih. almost every one of the silk—consuming centres except T anjore:
According to the Census Returns the number of persons engaged in s1.1k
spinning and weaving in 1911 was 74,764, whereas the total number of silk .
carders, spinners and weavers, and makers of silk braid and thread,
was in 1901 only 55,126. It is true thajt; these figures are not whplly
reliable, cotton weavers, who use a little silk for box:ders, being sometimes
apparently included as silk weavers, and vice versd. Nevertheless:, local
enquiries and observations put it beyond question that the use of silk has
actually increased in this Presidency. In Kumbakonam and ConJeex_fera.m the -
amount of silk used is said to be double or more than double what it was 10
years ago, and the former of these places is the largest distributing centre in
the Presidency, and the latter probably the largest centre of silk-weaving. In
Coimbatore, again, the use of silk is said to have .1ncrea.sed, and the l@rgest
importers of silk in the Presidency agree that practically in all places this has
been the case. In Tanjore, it is true, silk-weaving has disappeared,
merceriSed cotton having replaced it on the looms, but this affects only some
350 persons, the chief industry of the town being the winding of silk for
Kumbakonam. ' A
merclll‘%létsvgﬁ has, of course, affected thp silk i.ndustry, and phe above estlmgtes
must be taken to refer to the period immediately before its outbreak. The
effect of the war has been twofold. In the first place, the failure of German
and Swiss aniline ‘dyes has caused many looms to cease working. In Trichi-
nopoly alone 500 out. of 2,000 looms are said to be idle from that cause. The
price of such dyes advanced from 11 or 12 annas a tin to Rs. 13 or more, and
dyes now received by the merchants from importers’ pre-war stocks are said
sometimes to be adulterated, presumably to increase the quantity available
for sale. Certain vegetable dyes—lac, cochineal, kamela powder and indigo
—are regularly used for reeled silk, but apparently rarely or never for cheap,
materials, such a$ spun silk and mercerised cotton. It is likely, therefore,
that the use of such materials also is decreasing from l_ack of cheap dye-stuffs.
This scarcity of dyes is naturally causing great uneasiness to all persons con-
nected with the silk industry, though there seems to have existed a general
expectation that England would be able to supply an article to take the place
of the German stuffs. Recently in the Punjab a rumour that Japan was put-
ting a cheap substitute on the market brought down the prices with a ru(rix
from Rs. 13 to Rs. 8-8, but the rumour has not materialized. In the secon
place, the price of all raw silks has advanced very greatly singe the beginning
of th’e war, largely as a result of the heavy increase in the demand from
America. Indian raw silks—Mysore and Bengal—have also advanced,

‘apparently from sympathy, but not so greatly as the Japanese and Chinese

ial. is increase in the price has cal}sed an entire cessation of imports
ﬁatgﬁliilese Ellik in some centresl? as in Conjqeveram, where no such silk hf.s
been received for the last four months, and in others a great reduction. In
Kumbakonam, for example, one merchant informed me that before th.e out(;\
break of war he imported 600 piculs* direct from China and about 20,00
iculs through Bombay, but since the war the amount has fallen by 25 pﬁr ,
gent Similarly in Madura another merch?ﬁlt slif,ted thl?é; Ill)g?r:eltlgeom;rme
sold 100 seers of Chinese raw silk a month, whereas o aly 50
i uence begun to look about for a cheaper substitu
%gp%ﬁf;:sgaﬁkmag?imﬁq Kumbak%nam the merchant referred tocﬁbovp hag
imported a very’ cheap and coarse silk, apparently from Indo-China, an

“stated that during the preceding month 20 boxes (containing 5} maunds each)
. of this kind of siﬁ(

ived i he demand for Bengal

were received in Kumbakonam. T |
and Mysore silk has also apparently increased, though both qu. thesf E)I;Z itoo
high- 1}'riced to be taken as a substitute for the cheaper q181a i le]S?poO K gIII-
I%I pThus Malda and Mysore silk are said to cost Rs. 13- Perd Ill)lo y seﬁ
s1 72 tol ) in Kumbakonam, whereas the cheap silk I.nent,lon(]e1 a vef sells
gfor boota% 11, and cheaper qualities of Chinese sﬂk—.—sucf Ia,sd_m el'_ll(])(c
l\ggazg gr K(s)i)in;only cost Rs. 12-8 to Rs. 13. The supply of Indian silk,

the demand; so that
ears hardly to be equal to : ; :
t};ll(l)(:v ﬁ?ili’a;vfgwafngzgsfaﬁti: II)1I<))t, in a position tp galn in the market by the fall

] pmufgnl%} l'bl. P

«
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i the demand for the Chinese article. In Trichinopoly, where Indian silk
1s mostly used, it is said that the demand is not greater than the supply at the
present moment, owing to the present high and fluctuating prices and to the
lack of dye-stuffs, but that under normal conditions, such as prevailed be‘fOI.'e
the war, double the quantity of Mysore and Bengal silk would be used if it
were obtainable. The merchants complain that sometimes when the demand

increases the prices immediately rise in proportion, revealing a scarcity of

the article and driving the would-be buyers to purchase Chinese or other silk
instead. ’

This is undoubtedly one of the principal causes of the failure of the
Bengal raw silk in the Madras market. From enquiries made in the silk
centres themselves it appears that this failure is due in the first place not su
much to any defect in the silk itself as to lack of supplies pure and simple.
Even at the prices ruling before the war more Bengal silk would apparently
be readily taken, and if only production could be slightly cheapened there is
an enormous and expanding market walting to receive 1t, as can be judged
from the import figures for the years 1889 to 1892 or 1895 and 1896. Thero
is, of course, a general complaint that Bengal silk is very badly reeled, and one
weaving master in Conjeeveram asserted that he would be willing to pay
Rs. 5-8 or even Rs. 5-12 a (*Madrasi) seer for Bengal silk for which he now
pays Rs. 5, if the silk were re-reeled and the knots elimigated,—and this in
spite of the fact that Mysore silk stood only at Rs. 4-8 and Chinese at Rs. 4
or Rs. 4-4. From this it might be concluded that improvement of the method
of reeling is necessary before the demand will increase, but such is not the
case, because there are in fact two quite distinct kinds of demand for raw
silk in"the Madras Presidency. In the first place a particular kind of raw
silk is required for a warp : this must be fine, even, and strong, and the
Chinese “ Minchow ” seems to fulfil all the requisites, though the best qualities
of other kinds of silk are also sometimes used for the purpose. Thus in Salem
Shantung re-reeled, costing Rs. 30 per viss (=5 seers) or Rs. 18 a Bombay
seer, and the best quality of Mysore (Indubadi), at abcut the same price, are
used for warps, and in Conjeeveram Malda silk at Rs. 15 a seer is employed
for the same purpose. Here, as has been said above, a higher price wouldy be
given for better-reeled silk because it is wanted for warps. In Trichinopoly
on the other hand, Mysore silk, costing (includin freight charges, etc.)
Rs. 184 per maund of 40 Madrasi seers, or about Rs. 13-8 g Bombay

: ¢ . » and consequently the
ordinary quality Malda silk mostly received, -which costs Rs. 160 a
maund or Rs. 12 a Bombay seer, satisfies the bu

) uyers as 1t appears
to be mostly for a weft thread that 1t is require(f. In Kumbakonam
and in Madura “ Minchow ” is used

almost entirely for warps, Malda being
found too weak and Mysore also rather too full of knots fo

these places, in consequence, an improvement is demanded i
- Indian silks. The reason fo

demand for a suitable thread for g warp there is also an 14 4 for
silk for the weft and the one absolutel L di an equal demand fo

ter reeling made in Kollegal (in

Cotmbatore District) failed for lack of g market for the improved silk,

because in this district, the warps being mostly of cotton, the present reeling
1s good enough, and it is not worth Whii} for the dealers to pay & higher price
for a better thread for the weft. It has already been seen that in Kumbakonam
an exceedingly coarse Indo-China silk seems likely to find favour simply
because it is cheap, though it is far too coarse to make a good warp. Even the
Chinese “ Kobin " is only used for the weft at Salem for the manufacture of
good cloth. - ,

4. There are therefore two distinct ways b which th, k
silk and indeed Mysore silk also could be im){)rosre : Thes: :;:r(lﬁstcf}?erag;ﬁ%aél

*1 Madrasi seer=24 tolas and 3 Madrasi seers=1 Bombay seer.
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' Dr i ' uently putting the silk on the market at
the processes of praduction o conseqin tl)lfepreelingg. Of these two methods *
a slightly lower price, and (2) improving o method
is by far the more uncertain since the ma_rket for such silk will be
e laittell" lst ()17 to the quantity of silk-warps required, and in many places
l'algtge ), llI)][(::line used for the purpose, and moreover such silk W1_11 have to con-
form to d high standard and will be forced to compete with the best of
e o ge?yilﬁg The other method, if it is possible, offers, in my opinion,
e Shanzsgti:flasctory prospect. There is already—at normal times—a greater
a moreds than can be met by the supply, and the more the cost of the article
demgn heapened the greater will be the demand to an almost unlimited extent.
Prices Cb i equal, the better quality silk or the better reeled will of course
PI‘lC&Sf e;gg b?lt for ordinary uses the silk weaving master and dealer is un-
be;l}l)'re etro ay a higher price for better quality, so long as the lower-priced
Sk 1o %k}a’ of being used as the weft thread in weaving. It must be noted
e (lzapathat finer reeling is not apparently required. In Conjeeveram
hore %o id to be preferred to any other silk and Mysore to rank second,
e o, rds price. It is owned that Chinese is better reeled, but on the
vkt get%a In(}l)ian silk is said to take the dye better and Mysore is alleged ‘
other han 3 ethan the Chinese. Therefore, thoigh the weavers themselves
fo be strongerf » to work with Chinese silk, inasmuch as, being better reeled,
generally pé‘ ; le;ndle the merchants and weaving masters generally prefer the
oS ea31e§ 1\(/)I ]sore or Bengal, especially the latter. Mysore silk is said Lo lbtzi
producglf) t}c;o thin. It is trebled or quadrupled for the warp and double
l'f e mfgl; before u.se. I particularly questioned thg dealers and Weaverf:ls;l in
for the weft be laces on this subject, and in no case did they answer that finer
this and othet %a beneficial. In Conjeeveram one of the biggest importers
1(31 f:,ct ethat the increase in Chinese raw silk has been duehsolely
asspred me, 1 s and indigenous silk is even now preferred by tho_sei] who c?ﬂ;l
to its C,heapl}: tains dyes better than the other, and T. L. V. :{;I‘IS nan, si .
afford 1 asf1 \17'3 riur, Trichinopoly, asserted that finer reeling was not
merc_hant “OC A fl‘l baz;’),r ” silk being even now sometimes oo ﬁne: Mumsam(i
required, M (ziss;a also, stated that five years ago only Mysore s1lk1 g?,gtuse
Ayyar of Ma u]d’ use it now if it were only cheaper and better-ree eh, it was
and that he wou ted any finer. It seeins therefore that no serious c a:nﬁe l1)n
-not, howeves, W%nd of rZeling is at all advisable; only greater carfebmlgkt be
the present megto'n the process, so as to eliminate the frequency o 'I{'eaL 8 {31 :
taken with pr(l)]. h1 are a cause of complaint among the weavers. d to above.
the thread, w lc,lk merchant of Wariur, Trichinopoly, referred to a’lk e,
Krishnan, ttlllle :;a,ndard varies very greatly in Bengal silk. “lqusoil:lbzzarlg
Stgxt::afll;'af)ettgr reeled than Bengal Sinf]".‘thtk ti?l?it()l;n%lvllllg:ls silkui ss s
: ; is v
?s better ig tltns é-g;};izg thz'irri1 gﬁgﬁlant stated that he pre%arzid Ben%%; (tio
i ChI'elky Othe latter loses more weight in bleaching, and ttato }firvgazo thaz
Mysore silk as se of samples of different qua:htles beu}g sen ] t",m 0 that
to bear the eXpenhat suited him best, having himself written selvetera. A 1 hes and
he could choose w] reply. This appears to show either a comﬁ) e 1 s o:n t§ of
failed to receive at 1501(. of commercial organization, for altt ougt S:égms s are
supdpifigr;: t%r:l?e Madras centres from ?ﬁ?f:%iﬁglda% a?rcfx,xolre important,
‘Sﬁ;ﬁc“lt for a dealer to obtain exactly W(? ?"or som% process for cheapening the

hi Ise is the nee _ T e et
however, than anything ¢ ble the raw silk to be sold at a cheap e,
mﬁthodts %f p{gi‘;ﬁ:}iﬁ’l;ob:sa%: I;(a; compete successfully with all but the very
when it shou .

finest qualities of Chinese or other foreign silk.

. E’mports.

' o rted every year from

" te silk and cocoons are expo rom
e e Barope. Though silk s produed i the Kollogal aluk
<I)Vi[‘ a(tlll;zs Co?rmbatore district, borderm%ts OIrln o ?;;heréfore be taken as almost

elsewhere in the Presidency : the SHOCS, o an from the Railborne Trade

i Jowing ta : ! :
wholly of %{z}f’or&?lglﬁe gtl;ief(;’})r 191g5—1916 (first three quarters), shows that
Returns of the Mysore

i t State goes in
tically the whole amount of waste silk exported from that State goe:
practica le as ‘

&
-

reeling wou

- * L
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, the direction of Bisanatham, i.e., in the direction of Madras, only a small
quantity going vid Harihar, towards Bombay : —

EXroRrts oF sILK WASTE FROM Mysomg Province
IN THE DIRECTION OF
1915-1916.
Bisanatham. Hindupur. Harihar,
Mds. Mds. Mds.

During Quarter ending 30th June . . . . 754 38
’s » 30th September. . . 1,165% 1} 10}
. . 31st December . . . 1,021} 28§

Figures for this export trade from 1889 to 1898 are given in the Madras
Monograph on the Silk Fabric Industry and an analysis of these ig appended

together with figures for recent years, taken from the Seaborne Trade Returns,
to bring the former up to date :— -

Ezports of waste silk from Madras

’ Year. B(:{irt:z:l- Marseilles. | France. ’ Italy. Others. '52:;;:
{
tbs. b | e | b Ibs. Rs.

1889 . . . . 211,723 . 9,078 45 2,08,612
180 . . . .| eew . o 500 | 2,05,167
181. . . .| 167760 . 4,968 3,276 | 1,59,123
1892 . . . . 196,733 . 28,865 1,92,870
1893 . . . . 202,599 .o 27,322 1,92,460
1894 . . . 191,262 ) 1,568,863
1805 . . . . 270,578 ! 18,428 26,238 2,62,719
1896%* . . . 7,019 217,815 1,27,042
1897 . . .| 10060 | 206,580 1,33,669
1898 . . . 10,250 270,118 R .. 185,127
189900 . . .. 37,127 240,133 1,65,851
19%0-00 . . 45,200 303,388 2,32,135
190102 . .. 2,196 357,077 225 2,02,238
1902-03 . . . 32,645 408,152 800 3,30,151
190304 . . -660 399,493 225 10,395 3,12,777
190405 . . . . 272,188 1,68,077
1905-06 . . . .. 456,050 225 248,125
190607 . . . 1,232 371,515 2,975 2,08.920
19708 . . 1,247 276,222 83,813 215,775
190809 . . . .. 480,876 82,812 2,73,036
1909-10 . ., 2,600 | 430,680 137,020 . 3,51,451

* The writer of the Monograph mnotes “ The diminished =
exports to Marseilles, must, I conclude, be attributed to the d?:lports to Great Brltam, and incréased

quarantine regulations, the consignments reaching England by ocation of steam-hoat, traffic by plague

however, that this change of direction has cont an indirect route,””

inued to the present day. It will be seen,
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Exports of waste silk from Madras—contd.

Toran
’ t . .
Year. B(iilgin. Marseilles. France. Ttaly. Others, VALUE,
\
bs. Ibs. o lbs. Tbs. Rs.
1910-11 ., . . 6,977 262,665 77,819 .. 2,19,248
19i1-12 . . . 12,847 . 288,662 73,968 2,730 2,17,141
101213 . . . 6,940 ) 236,522 50,824 . 1,78,731
1013-14 . . . 17,494 175,772 62,800 .. 175,776
1914-15 . . . 7,694 43,989 17,606 . I) 50,575

Most of these exports from 1899-1900 to 1914-1915 are recorded 1n the
Returns as ¢ wild silk ” waste. It does not seem Poss1b‘1e, however, .that they
can be other than Mysore mulberry silk waste, for no othpr province than
Mysore sends raw silk to the Madras Ports in any quantity. The Inland
Trade Returns (Rail and River borne) for 1913-1914 show that 111 cwt. of
Indian raw silk from Madras, and 1,947 cwt. from Mysore were despatched
during that year to the Madras Ports, or about 12,500 and 230,500 Ibs. respec-
tively. Exports of the same material from Madras Port to the Madras Presi-
dency and Mysore amounted only to 46 cwt. or 5,352 1bs., leaving a net import
of nearly 240,000 1bs. Allowing for some Inaccuracy in the figures for rail-
borne trade this result tallies sufficiently closgaly with the total quantity of
chassam exported by sea during that year (viz., 256,066 1bs.), the Whole of
which is, however, recorded as “ wild 31_1k,” no mull?erry waste having been
exported, according to the Returns, during that period. }’Ve_ shal_l probablz
be correct therefore in taking the whole of these so-called *“ wild silk waste
exports as exports of Mysore (or Kollegal) mulberry silk waste, though wh'aé,
actual difference exists where mulberry silk waste is distinguished from “ wil
silk ” waste in the Returns, it is difficult to say. As_sumlng, however, thgt the
whole of these exports of chassam are of mulberry silk, we have some %uldeb]to
the amount of such silk produced in Mysore. It will be seen froria the ta le
that though the value of this waste silk has fluctnated between Rs. 11 lakhs arid
Rs. 3% laj;hs during the years 1889 to 1913-14 the figure has been generally
hi 'he; during recenf years than pre.vl'ousl_v, from 1905-1906 to 1911-1912

d sinkingrbelow Rs. 2 lakhs and rising in 1909-10 to the highest recorded
iz » Rs. 34 lakhs. It is true that since that date therehas been a steady
PP (t)'veI: bu't t‘)he average yearly value from 1909-1910 to 1913-14 was over
(Iitlsm l.‘;llulalt(fi};s whereas that of the period from 1904-1905 to 1908-1909 was a

. 4 b

little under the same amount, and the average for the ten years 1889 to 1898

: 3 s, though there was a considerable increase
was only a htﬂz(;);;? . ﬁir:é Iailrl§}11914-19g15 the value of the exports of waste
in the five Isuccle kh gut this sudden heavy decrease may be confidently ascribed
as only X %f?;he’war upon the silk trade, the whole of the export ordinarily
to the eﬂelgts . e, Ttaly and the United Kingdom. In this context the fﬂlow-
going to ra;l Cfn the “ Foreign Railborne Traffic of the Mysore State fg;
T i01915 ublished by the Mysore Economic Conference, may
the year 1914- b'ect? .—* During the first half of the year under review, the
quoted on thelsg Jnd faw silk together were 1,7_33 maul}ds : as compared with
e e | athe revious vear. The falling off in the second quarter,
2.362 maunds s s sepriouslv dislocated by the outbreak of War,_llie}ng more
when the tradet;van the third quarter . . . the silk trade was still in a very
than 50 per Cedr!t,.'on whilst in the fourth gnarter a marked 1gnpi'lc{>vementt ]3
depressed con 111 ormal conditions in regard to quantity of si expgr e
shown and nearly ,nos however, continued to pe sgrlously 51epressed and are
were reached. Price the demand for silk, which is an artlclefof.llll:xury, hgs
}l)ikelv to re‘?‘?l:ﬁzzéz by the war.” Nevertheless the export of silk waste by

een seriousl .

e Chatterton, F.C.G.I, C.LE." Dir tor of Tndustries and Commerce.
T By FOGL. C.LE. - Direc
*By Alfred Chatterton, ¥ .
voL. II,
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rail from Mysore during the first three quarters of the year 1915-1916 reac
2,338 maunds or over 190,000 lbs., andqif the export gurinor tl?elalsfz ﬁfrh&l
was in the same proportion the total export should certaitx,lly equal that of
1913-1914 (256,000 bs). The low figures for 1914-1915 may therefore be dis-
regarded in estimating the present normal output of Mysore silk.

It is frequently asserted that there has been a very great in this
output. Thus Mr. K. Subha Rao, Assistant Secretar})r, go the Cg(c:)free?‘ienglnih;;
Mysore, General and Revenue Departments, states that the total area under
mulberry was in 1913-1914 about 28,233 acres, and estimates the income as
at the lowest Rs. 50 Jakhs, whereas it is said formerly to have amounted to
Rs. 75 lakhs or a crore. Other estimates, however, do not agree with this at
all.  The following statement, supplied me by Mr. P. G. D’'Souza, Secretar
Mysore Economic Conference, puts the area under mulberry cultivation durir? ’
preceding years at a much higher figure, and there is no good reason fo%

believing that nearly 40,000 acres out of 67 .
tion in a single year. 0t 67,000 went out of mulberry cultiva-

Statement showing the area under mulberry from 1902 to 1912.

Year. Mulberry,
Acros
1902-03 . 2
42,244
1903-04 . . . .
. . . . 44,605
1904-05 .
. 41,069
1905-06 .
. . . . . . 71,821
1906-07 . . .0
. . . . . . 57,160
190708 . . . .
. . . . . . . . 64,485
1908-09 . -
. . 67,042
190910 . . . ‘
909-10 . . . . .* 69,520
1910-11 . . . ’
80,192
1911-12 . . . . . .
. 69,022
1912-13 . . . . .

. t 67,778

- 4b

These estimates are, it is true, confessedly only approximate, and in so far
2 they are founded on the railborne trade returns must be regarded as unreli-
able for reasons already given. There is no reason, however, to prefer the
lower estimate, and it must be confessed that very few facts are really avail-
able to guide us to a reliable estimate of the silk-output. Mr, Chatterton,
Director of Industries and Commerce, states that he has no evidence that
there has been any marked fluctuation in the output of silk in Mysore during
recent years, and certainly, though there does seem to have been rather less
Mysore silk used in the Madras Presidency, its chief market, there is nothing
to confirm the view that a very heavy decrease has occurred. The figures for
the export of waste silk by sea from Madras seem, indeed, to be the only guide,
and from these (as has been seen above) it does not appear that the industry
is at all in a state of jeopardy.

Exports by sea of raw silk and cocoons are of no great value. Both are
mainly to France. Below is.given a table of such exports, taken from the
figures given in the above mentioned monograph for the years 1889 to 1898,
and extracted from the Annual Sea-Borne Trade Returns of the Presidency

for the remaining period.
Exports of raw silk and cocoons from the Madras Presidency.

N.B.—According to Statistics compiled by Mr. K. R. Srinivasiongar
gar.

These figures are supported b i i
. ted by the following estimate from the s
source, which so far from showing any great decrease of exports in 191193-1(31112

skows on the contrary a heavy increase i i i
. ase incompatible with ¢ at reducti
in the ares under mulberry cultivation. b * ot reduction

Statement showing value of silk exported from the M ysore State

!
Yeur. ! alue 1 ‘
[ R Vallllxz: ];}?SRS. Year. Value in Rs.

5 g Lakhs,

1904-05 . . . . \ 28-8; |
¥ 28-82 1910-11 ] 2270
190506 . . . . . 39:12 1911-12 i
. \ | .
10607 . . . . L 3760 | 191213 . ° .}}Nowm}&m
190708 . . . . \ 48 |
o 4817 1913-14 . \[ 37726

1908-09 i * 3839 | 191415 f 2161
1909-10 ! 3437 {

; |

N ,B.—»According to Statistical Ahstract prepared by Mr. K, R. Srinivasiengar,

Raw Sing (vALUE 1IN RupgEs) | Cocooxs (vALUE 1IN RUPEES).
: | ] T, ]
i i Great
YEAR i Bi:ia‘f France. g Others. Total. ( Brri::in. France. | Others. | Total
88 . .| 60 1500 .. 15770, 2885 | 5000 | .. | 7.565
1800 . . 15772 J 28,146 | .. 43918 3872 v .. ] 3,872
1891 . . é 828 300 . L128 13,920 489 ‘ 14,409
1892 . .| - 640 1,400 2,040 | 2205 3380 .. 5,655
i l o
1893 . 1,650 | 1,650 8070 18207 .. 24,277
1894 . . | . 128 j 1,500 1,628 1,611 686 1,012 | 3,309
: . 1
1895 o . I . ’ 1,789 . . 1,789
| |
1806 . f 20,187 | 192 20,379 : 2083 | 2558 .. 4,642
1897 . \ 4107 | 4,107 | 459l 148 | .. 1,607 -
i
1898 . | 1,250 | 1250 .. I 4967 | .. 4,957
| |
1899.1900 . | {
[ ]
1600-01 } ' 5 9,731 . 9,731
1901-02 - | . 7 5| 1411 .. | 1,416
f :
1902-03 b LS00 10,980 . 21,480
1503.04 J . 6,720 .. ( 6,720 1,125 15,075 450 | 16,650
1904-05 “‘ I , .. 17,787 *., 17,787
) ) ( : ‘
190506 . | ( f koL, 24788 | .. | 24,788
000t . | } 3375 | . 3375 | 1,280 4957 .. 6,237
| | mare! 4088 .. | 15298
190708 . é | ! 4
| | .. P 960 | 4,543 | 5503
1908-09 . , ! 1 :
‘ .. 8046 | . 937 . 6,983
190910 .| .o S ‘
' ? ! 2,849 5,524 2,082 | 10,455
191011 .| | ! |
t * i | 15,356 3,255 | 18,611
191112 .| ] : |
5 ‘ . 7000 | .. 7,009
191213 . ..
: | 11,950 { . 2,730 | 15,680
191334 .1 - . o , .
) | R 2,230 270 | 2,500
101416 .| - . . ,
a2
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From these figures it is plain that the raw silk export was at the best a
very small and uncertain one, and has ceased entirely of recent years. The
export of cocoons, also, is of very fluctuating value : there seems however to be
a regular trade in these articles with krance. These figures include both
mulberry and wild silk, which are differentiated in the Returns (vide above
page 43). It seemed best to amalgamate the figures for reasons given above
Probably by far the larger portion, if not indeed all, of the raw silk and
cocoons exported were in tact Mysore mulberry silk, as there is no trace of an
other province sending wild silk to Madras for export to Europe, whereas i{
is certain that Mysore mulberry cocoons are shipped to France and Ttaly.

6. Exports by rail to other provinces are of more i i
seen from the following figures :I—J— rmportance, as will be

Ezports by rail from Madras of Indian raw sulk.

—— }f Maunds, Rs.
1910-11 c. 237 .1,43:245.'
1911-12 . . . . ’ 270 . 1,48,167
1912.13 . . 169 93,475
1913.14 . N 387 2,14,250
1914-15 . ‘

. 297 j 1,93,545

)
|

Most of this silk is shown as going to Bombay Port, thou 51
quantity is also recorded as exported to Mysore.y The’chiefget;:goﬁlil;lgdﬁfggli:
are SQuth Carnatic, Deccan, North Carnatic, and Madras Port, in that order
The South C:_arnatm 1ncludes the silk-centres of Chidambaram, ’Kumbakonam'
Mayavaram in South Arcot, and the Tanjore district: the Deccan includes
Bellary, Dharmavaram in Anantapur district, and other centres: and the
North Carnatic block includes the great weaving centre of Conjeeveram
What portion, if any, of this export is waste silk it is impossible to say as the
figures for waste and reeled are not given separately in the railborne trade
returns. Exports of foreign raw silk by rail are also mostly to Bombay Port
and Mysore, but they are of very small value and do not require furthgr con-
sideration. A small quantity of Indian raw silk was also formerly exported
by coasting trade to Calcutta, (viz., 560 lbs. valued at Rs. 3,200 1n 1823991900
and 462 lbs. valued at Rs. 2,900 in 1900-1901), and in 1901-02 300 lbs. o1
Rs. 2,000 and 1903-1904 336 lbs. at Rs. 672 to Burma. These exports h;a,vi,
however, entirely ceased. To judge by their registered values the first, three
of the above-mentioned consignments were reeled silk; of the nature of ti
last-mentioned, valued at Rs. 2 a 1b., there is no indication. *

Silk substitutes.

7. Before leaving the subject of the raw materia

added on the use of substitutgs_ for silk—wiz., a,rtiﬁcilalasfi?l? av:l?ir(rilfe;régls'fsgg
cotton.  Artificial silk is treated in detail elsewhere and does not, concern the
Madras Presidency, where no such material appears to be used. Metcerised
cotton, however, is imported in considerable quantities either direct from
England or fpom merchants of Bombay and Madras. Imports of mercerised
cotton yarn into the Madras Ports amounted in 1914-1915 to 81.134 lbs

valued at Rs. 1,63,474, of which 69,974 lbs. at Rs. 151,349 came from the
United Kingdom, and the remaipder from Germany. Imports from the latter
_ country must have entirely ceased and I found rione of the German material
in use in t}}e Presidency. Japanese mercerised cotton is, however, largel

used and evidently reaches the Presidency vid Bombay. Figures for ,previgou)s,
years are not available, as the article was not separately recorded in the
Returns, but the use of mercerised cotton is said to be increasing in the Presi-
dency. InConjeeveram, Salem, and Trichinopoly none is used, or only a ver

small quantity where a white thread is necessary in the weaviilg of silk Ii);
Madura, Coimbatore, and Kumbakonam, however, a certain amount is .used,

a

and large quantities are consumed on the looms of Tanjore. In Coimbatore it
18 generally used tor borders, uniess a speclal order 1s recelved tor borders of
silk, just as cotton and silk are ordinarily used tor the body ot tne rapric
unless orders are given tor suk alone. Ln this town both the rnglish and the
Japanese articles are in use. In Madura the Knglish material 1s mostly used,
but not in large quantities, the dyes on English mercerised cotton are found
to be relatively fast, whereas the yapanese material will not retain the dye at
all. In Kumbakonam Rs. 10,000 worth is said to be purchased yearly, but
only a small proportion of this (estimated at Ks. 500 worth) is actuaily used in
that town itselt tor a white thread in silk borders, the remainder mostly going
to Tanjore. Both Japanese and Knglish are imported and mercerised cotton
is said to have supplanted spun silk in the market. The Japanese article,
which is said to be trequently dyed in Bombay, is alleged to be inferior to the
English, but to be cneaper. The reported prices are—English undyed
Rs. 13-4 (per bundle of 5 1bs.), Japanese undyed Rs. 10-4, English dyed Rs. 15,
Japanese dyed Rs. 11 to Rs. 12. The prices vary, however, according te
quality and in this case the English article appears to be of considerably
better quality than the Japanese. In Tanjore a great quantity is used, mostly
for the manufacture of saris for a particular market. There are said to be
at present 350 persons engaged in this industry, but this is a mere guess. The
weavers were formerly engaged on silk, but the mercerised cotton industry has
now been going on for nine or ten years, and goods to the value of Rs. 5,000
a year are said to have been produced since the outbreak of war, formerly
treble that amount having been sold. The weaving is in most of the regular
silk patterns, even the “ Solid-border ~ saris (for which three shuttles are
used) being manufactured, and gold thread is plentifully used. The chief
market is said to be to Indian Christians in the Presidency and in the Straits
Settlements, the goods being used for special occasions and not being washed.
Dyed Japanese material is mostly used, so that washing is practically out of
the question. The weaving is admittedly far too good for the material, saris
ornamented with gold lace selling for as much as from Rs. 40 to Rs. 150 for
7 yards. Without a gold lace border they may be purchased for from Rs. 6
upwards. It is indeed a cause for regret that the silk-weavers of Tanjore
have adopted this cheap and shoddy substitute for real silk, since the material
is certainly not worth the fine weaving and gold thread put into it. So long,
however, as the market remains the Tanjore merchants will naturally continue -
to supply it, and the weavers will continue to work with this material. Else-
where in the Presidency, however; mercerised cotton does not appear to have
any hold upon the market and there does not seem to be any fear that it.will

offer a serious menace to the silk industry.

SiLk MANUFACTURES.
Foreign Imports.

_ ilk goods of foreign manufacture are not very largely used in the
Mad?assll)lresgidency. The t%tal value of imports by sea into Madras Ports of
silkk manufactures (excluding yarns, noils and warps, which have been dis-
cussed elsewhere) amounted in 1914-1915 to just under Rs. 1 lakh. As will
be clear from the following table the greater part of this import trade is in
pure silk piece-goods, goods of silk mixed with other materials having appar-
ently been jmported, however, in some quantity 1n 1912-1913 and 19‘1'3-1914._ ~

1 fﬁpmts of silk manufactures (ezcluding yorns, noils and warps) by sea into Madras (value in Ks.).

t Boods of | Other kinds |
— Piece-goods. | o other (thread for ' TOTAL,
. materials. sewing, et;c.).i
. 86,257 1128 | 4322 | 9L707
1905'% . . - . . . . ‘ v
» ' 71,060 3,174 4,463 I 78,697
1908107 X )
! .
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Imports of silk mnufactures (excluding yarns, noils and warps) by sea into Madras (value in
Es.)—contd. ,
£
l i sglgog?x(:;d Other kinds
—_— - Piece-goods. with other } (thread for ToraL.
| materials. | sewing, etc.).
|
1907-08 . . . . . . . . ! 44,236 5,757 ‘ 3,189 5318
19809 . . . . . . . .l 69,09 2,461 { 3,832 5,458
| |
190910 . . . . . ., Ll 79007 490 | 8.991 —
1010-11 110518 o1 S
1911-12 ] 1,08,305 5 7,008 15,408
|
R L T A W § RS 16,073 R I
|
|
1913-14 | 1,34,793 9,665 S
’ [
. | 89.865 2,630 6,723 | § 99,218

During the first five years of this period more than 50 per cent. of the
piece-goods imported came from the United Kingdom, presumably supplying
the Presidency Town itself. During the latter half of the decade rather less

has been imported from England and rather more from J apan, which in 1912- -

1913 supplied Rs. 45,694 out of the total Rs. 1,17,409, or almost exactly the
same amount as came from the United Kingdom. A considerable portion of
the remainder generally reaches Madras from the Straits Settlements. The
other figures are unimportant, except for the mixed goods received in 1912-

1913 and 1913-1914. These came chiefly from Germany, France, and

England, and their decrease in 1914-1915 is due to the total cessation of
imports from the two first-named countries, presumably on account of the war.
A certain amount of foreign manufactured silk also reaches the Madras
Presidency trom Bombay by rail and coastwise. The Returns for the Rail-
borne Trade show that only a few hundred rupees’ worth of such articles are
ordinarily despatched by goods train from Bombay, though in 1910-1911 the
higure stood at nearly Ks. 8,000. The bulk of this trade must, however, be
sent by passenger train and is consequently not registered. In any case no
very large quantity of foreign manutactured silk is used in the Presidency.
In ‘Trichinopoly a’certain amount of J apanese silk is sold to Mohamedans.
It is said that 1t has been coming in for the last ten years, and that the fine
weaving and finish of the articles, combined with the range of patterns, which
cannot easily be copied, and their cheapness, puts them beyond local competi-
tion. In Madura also Japanese silk goods are sold, but not in any constder-
able quantity. Pls;ce-goqu of cotton and artificial silk come from the United
Kingdom, but only 10 a minute quantity. There does not seem to be any likeli-
hood, therefore, of foreign manufactures ousting Indian-made silk fabrics
from the market, the former only supplying a limited demand for silk of a
particular quality or finish which cannof, be supplied from the local market.

. Indian Imports.

residency appear
. d, but the import of such is not a large one. In
1911-1912 the railborne mmports of Indian manufactures amounted to

Rs. 37,330, mostly from Mysore. This is not g régular line of trade, however
small quantities of such articles coming in one year from the Puhja’tb and in
another from the United Provinces, by rail, and from Bombay or other pro-
vinces by coasting vessels, these last being mostly goods of silk and cotton. In
Trichinopoly Surat-made silk cloth and printed silk from Calcutts, is.sold,
but in the main the local looms appear to satisfy the demands of the Presi-
dency. In former years the 1mports by coastwise trade, mostly from Bengal,
Bombay or Goa, reached a fairly considerable sum. Between 1896 and 1902
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their average value was about Rs. { lakh, but in the succeeding decade it sank
to a negligible amount. During the last three years (1912-13 to 1914-15),
however, there has been some increase, especially in 1913-14, when goods
valued at Rs. 22,180, mostly from Bombay Ports, were received by coasting
trade.

Ezports.

10. The export trade is a very much more extensive one. Mention has
already been made of the trade between Tanjore and the Straits Settlements
in mercerised cotton goods. The following table will give an idea of the
export trade by sea as a whole : —

[ ]
—_ 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13. 1913-14. 1914-15.
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
SiLK MANUFACTURES,
Silk Piece-goods.

ToCeylon . . . . . 394 295 3,608 5,186 871
, Straits Settlements . . . 13,251 5,769 3,850 10,387 1,280
Federated Malay States . . 12,389 5,878 2,576 17,428 23,752
Natal .. 16,820 31,801 32,131 22,413 19,843
Other places . . . 313 419 659 2,384 243

EH
ToraL . 43167 | . 44,162 42,824 57,798 | 45,980

Goods of silk mized with other o g
materials. »

To Ceylon . . . . . 9,111 ) 3,398 480 4,566 15,479
,» Straits Settlements . . 13,330 13,246 9,044 39,19(? 14,485
,» Federated Malay States . . 4,260 7,682 25,285 25,425 9,065

Natal . . 12,465 30,230 8,614 17,880 5,159
" . . . '
Other places . . . . 2,720 2,842 2,500 396 4,695
» .
ToraL . 41,886 ° 57,298 45,923 - 87,463 48,883
Cther sorls . . . . . 50 31 50 .e 180
ToraL oF SILs MANUFACTURES . 85,103 1,01,491 88,797 1,45,261 95,052

ixports of silk manufactures to foreign countries are, therefore, on the
incre]:i:el.) ) The heavy consignments of both pure silk and mixed goods to the
Malay States are noteworthy. This market was apparently only discovered
in 1909-1910, but since that year exports thereto have been steadily increasing.
Similarly, exports to Natal appear to have begun about 1907-1908, and alread
it is normally the biggest purchaser of pure silk goods, and in 1911-1912 too
more than 50 per cent. of the total export of mixed goods also. The Increase
in the export trade from Madras by sea may be judged from the fact that in
1905-06 the figure reached only Rs. 17,264, and the average for the five years
1905-06 to 1909-10 was only Rs. 33,257. The export trade within British-
Tndia. on the other hand, shows a very serious decrease. This trade is mainly
by coastwise with Burma, and in the course of the last 15 years has, as the
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following table will show, sunk from a valué of several lakhs of rupees to a
few thousand :—

Exports of Indian silk manufactures coastwise from Madras ports.

PIECE-GOODS. w(iggDsTgERSﬁfT;{;?A]ig.
— - /OTHER SORTS.| TOTAL.
o To Burma. Others. To Burma. Others.
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs.

1899-1900 . . . 89,533 320 1,50,841 10,184 60 2,50,938
1900-01 . . . 3,53,579 915 2,35,793 8,650 . 5,98,937
1901.02 . . . 2,62,242 1673 1,86,908 .. . 4,50,823
1902-03 ~ . . 73,906 520 29,740 .. 390 | 1,04,566
1903-04 . . 78,699 120 . 50 67 79,236
1004-05 . . . 46,182 750 15,435_ 210 110 62,687
1905-06 . . . 23,424 : 886 10,148 297 . 34,765
1906-07 . . . 9,477 \ 638 1,221 990 30 12,356 “
1907.08 . . . 21,989 i 965 1,080 128 24,162
1908-09 . . . 7,184 95 197 .. .. 7,476
1909-10 . . 15,228 179 48,264 . 194 63,865
1910-11 . . . 4,890 .. 31,466 . 160 36,516
1911.12 . . 2,056 225 20,188 .. 10 | 42,479
1912-13 . . 22,452 | 205 15,032 .. 8 ‘ 37,697
1913-14 ., . . 3,625 3,706 21,918 298 400 29,947
1914-15 . . . 920 | 4,205 3,816 . . ‘ 8,941

This decrease more than balances the rise in exports to other countries,
and I know of no satisfactory explanation for the comparative failure of the
Burma market and the change of taste in that province. The place of Madras
silk-goods has not been taken by local manufactures, for according to the
census figures the number of silk spinners and weavers in the province fell
from 34,029 to 18,621 between 1901 and 1911, and the figures for cotton-
weavers also show a heavy decrease. Foreign imports of mixed goods, how-
ever, into Burma show a very marked increase, and these have apparently
replaced the goods formerly obtained from Madras. Without local enquiries
1t is impossible to discover the cause of this reversal of public taste, or in
what respect, if any, the Madras goods are less satisfactory than the foreign,
or, indeed, whether the supplies from Madras have not merely been transferred
to another market, and sufficient of such goods no longer being available the
Burmese market is forced to turn to other sources of supply. The fact
remains that the exports of Madras manufactures to that province are no
longer of anything approaching their old importance. :

Recorded transactions by rail in Indian manufactures are negligible
during recent years, except in 1911-12, when 59 maunds valued at Rs. 38,000
appear to have been imported (part from the Punjab to Madras Port and part
from Mysore to the Deccan), and 24 maunds valued at Rs. 17,000 to have been
exported from the South Carnatic to Mysore. - O.rdinarily, however, manu-
factured silk is sent by passenger train and does not appear in the Railborne
Trade Returns. Silk cloth manufactured at Coimbatore goes to the Bombay
Presidency and is sold in Poona and other places; and silk turbans and other
articles are exported from Trichinopoly to Secunderabad and elsewhere.
Most of sthe silk goods made in Trichinopoly however are sent by passenger

train to Madras for distribution, and no further information is available as
to their ultimate destinations.

WEAVING IN MADRAS.

11. It has already been said that according to the census ﬁgure:s the number
of persons engaged upon silk spinning and weaving in the Presidency largely
increased between 1901 and 1911. "This is confirmed by the fact that it is stated
on all sides that the amount of silk consumed in most of the large centres has in-
creased during the same period. The most il_npqrtant of _such centres are Kumba-
konam and Mayavaram in the Tan]_ore district : Con]qeveram in Chlnglepu_t:
Trichinopoly, Madura, Salem and Coimbatore. In Tanjore, as has been said,
silk weaving has died out, though a very large amount of silk-winding ta,l_{es place
there. The most important importing centre is Kumbakonam, from which place
the other centres largely draw their supplies of raw silk. The importers of that
town receive foreign material either (in a few cases) direct frpm Chm@, or (o;‘dln-
arily) from merchants in Bombay or Madras. The material is paid for either
immediately or within ten days of receipt, aqd ig issued to thg smaller m_erchants
or employers of weavers. In this case credit is generally given, sometimes for
several months, but the silk is of courge sold at such a price as VYIH allo'w.for interest
on the period for which credit is given. The raw material is sometimes issued
just as 1t is received, but in other cases it is clqaned, bleached and dyed before
selling. Thus the Japanese raw silk }mported 18 dyed ar}d made up into balls
(wmdas), two of which weigh 53 seers (i.e., 6 seers of raw silk as received), before
sale. One importer keeps 15 twisting machines and 12 pirn-winding machines,
worked by women, by which the silk is prepared for the local market. This same
importer also advances silk yarn to the weavers themselves and buys the woven
cloth from them. Ordinarily, however, the weavers are little more than servants
of the small employers, who pay them a fixed price for a certain quantity of a
particular kind of weaving, finding them in all the necessary material. ~ Very
frequently, in towns, the Jooms are on the employers’ premises and the weavers
come daily to work, as at a factory. The village-weavers come in to the towns to
fetch the material and weave it at their own houses. It is the general rule for
the weavers to take large advances from their employersZ which leave them .almost
continuously in the employers’ debt. This system prevails all over the Presidency.
In Conjeeveram, for example, the merchants buy from the importers and get-the
silk prepared for weaving : it is then made over to the weaving community on
the usual terms. The number of: such merchants or e.mployers of weavers is very

eat : in Coimbatore alone, for instance, there are said to be one hundred. Men
of this position may employ from ten to two hundred or more weavers. ’Ifhe
amount earned by the weavers varies according .to. the'nature of the weaving
and the speed with which they work. Generally it is said to amount to from
8 annas to Re. 1 a day, but I am rather dqubtful whet}_ler the latter sum is
ever reached, though this is said to be the case in a factory in Salem where six
Ampthill looms are in use for weaving saris valued at from Rs. 100 to Rs. 160.
Elsewhere in Salem, however, the weavers apparently make at the outside
8 to 10 annas a day. In another factory in Kumbakonam, on the other hand,
where the owner has set up seven Jacquard loon]s, the weavers are reported to
earn from 8 to 12 annas a day, Where*'bqfore the installation of these looms they
were able to earn 8 annas a day. If this is the case the emplciyl-nept of such looms
has been of little or no advantage to the actual.weaxfers. In chmopoly they are
said to earn about Rs. 10 a month for weaving silk ornamented with gold lace,
though a very skilled worker may ma.ke as much as Rs. 15. The weavers can,
of course, purchase their own materials -and weave Ahem into cloth ab thpn‘ own
houses, selling the woven article m the bazar. This system also prevails in some
places side by side with the ordinary method, and in Trichinopoly a weaver is
said to be able to earn as much as Rs. 20 a month in this way. On the other
hand he may earn only Rs. 5 or Rs. 6, since he is unable to-Wait for a good price
to be offered and must ‘sell for whatever is given. Thus in Mfadura a silk-
cloth merchant informed me that he bought both from employers of weavers. and
also from weavers themselves in the bazar, but that he paid less to the latter. |
In this way the weaver is heavily handicapped in any s reak away
from the prevailing system and better his posnﬁon.
sides to the question of the weaver and the gllma K-
the employer is generally very much in the n
generally does not himself import the raw matena

© VoL, 1.
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importer, whousually resides in the same town. He may, it is true, get the
silk prepared for weaving by giving it out to winders and dyers, to whom he pays
about 8 annas a seer each for the process ; frequently however, this also is done
by the importers themselves. In such cases the employer merely buys the silk
ready prepared and makes it over to the weavers, getting himself however all
profit which may accrue from an improved market or other sources. I have
frequently found such employers entirely lacking in initiative (though perhaps
this is more commonly the case in the Bombay Presidency than in Madras) and, not
being generally entirely dependent on their trade, they are often very unwilling
to introduce any improvements or do their work otherwise than in the wa

“ their fathers did 1t.” Rather than change their old-fashioned methods they
appear to be content to let the industry die out completely. This is certainly
not nearly so much the case in Madras as in Bombay, but none the less the small
employer is frequently a serious drag on any attempt to improve the conditions
of the weavers or of the industry generally. I believe that.the weaver himself,
once he can be convinced that a proposed improvement will really enable him to
earn more, 1s generally ready to adopt the new method. I am afaid this is not
generally true of the small employer, who from lack of interest or lack of initiative
will very often allow competitors to outstrip him rather than adopt a fully-demon-
strated improvement. On the other hand, there is another side of the picture.
The weaver, as a class, is said to be extravagant, careless, and very unreliable,
They will not work at all until they have received a large monetary advance,
and having received it they are said to require the eye of the employer to be con-
stantly upon them, as cases of weavers abscomding with their advances are reported
to be the reverse of infrequent. The employer is consequently forced to protect
himself and cover possible losses by reducing the rate of pay to a minimum and
appropriating anything in the nature of extra profit himself. Similarly, any attempt
to better the weavers’ position by the establishment of a union or co-operative
socieby has to contend against the disadvantage that it is by the nature of things
unable to make large advances. In Conjeeveram owing to the zeal and energy
of Mr. P. Ramachandra Sastriar, the Secretary, a co-operative union has been
started and was registered as “ The Big Conjeeveram Urban Weavers' Union ”
at the end of 1905. The number of members of this Union was in 1915 about 300
of which more than two-thirds were weaver-members. All of these are, however,
cotton-weavers : the silk-weavers of little Conjeeveram or Reddipet have so fa
resisted all attempts to persuade them to Join. The population of the town was
in 1911 53,864, of yvhlcl} about a fifth are said to be weavers (cotton and silk : the
silk-weavers are given in the Census returns as numbering about 8,500), so that
the percentage of weavers of any kind who have joined the Union is still véry small
The object of the Union as stated in the By-laws is as follows :— '

“ The object of the union is the improvement of the hand-loom industry
and of the ecoriomic condition of the weavers residing in places
named in by-law 2. For the purpose of attaining this object, it shall
be competent to the union to raise the money required for the union
from weavers and others, by issue of shares and by borrowing by way
of deposits or otherwise ; to purchase such raw materials and appl-
ances as may be required for the industry and retail the same either
for cash or credit to the weaver members residing in those places ;
to grant loans to them; to purchase and hold in common or let
on hire improved appliances connécted with the industry ; to pur-
chase or receive for sale the finished products of members” looms and
sell the same to the best advantage and to do such other acts as ma.
be conducive to the attainment of the general object of the union.y’

The following further details are taken from the By-laws. ‘

over 18 years of age residing in the specified area Any weaver
3 O o and -

for one ar more shares, be admitted as a member. The share money may be paid

subscribed by him. The capital of the Union o mmrey (% ¢ share capital

: ‘ _ nominally Rs. ivl
;ngg 010,}?00 shares of Rs. 5 each. The admission fee is 2 a)llna: 52;02?1;,3;“223
oL SHAres are reserved for allotment to weavers, preference bei:IJ)g given in the

.allot'lpe_nt of shares.to weaver-applicants, The Board of Directors is competent

. o
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to make advances for weaving purposes to a limited amousit and to lend money
for the repayment of prior debts, limited to Rs. 50 as the total amount payable
to any single member. One fourth of the net profits are carried each year to the

reserve fund and the balance is distributed as dividends and bonus on a fixed -

scale. It is interesting to observe the reasons given for the fact that in 1907
many members broke away from the Union, for these same reasons largely
account for the comparative unsuccess of the Union among the cotton-weavers,
and the total failure to bring in the silk weavers. These reasons are given as
follows : — ‘

“(1) The Union professed to help the weavers with loans to pay off
their old debts, recovering them gradually from them later on.
This the society could not do. Elsewhere they could get whatever
money they wanted, no matter on what terms. .

(2) The Union professed to provide the members with yarn and appliances .

at favourable rates, but could not do so. It laboured under
- the same difficulties as the weavers had been suffering under
for want of funds.

(8) The Union paid fixed prices and held back from the sums se payable
instalments in repayment of such advances as had been made
previously. This withholding of instalments was rigorously
observed whether or not further advances were made, however
much they were needed. Elsewhere, much laxity is -allowed

in repayments, and further advances can be got whenever desireds

Also the whole of the prices less some trivial deductions are paid

into their hands, so that it is.available to be spent in any manner.

they pleased.

(4) The Union demands a certain standard of quality in cloths to beé B

maintained, and also correct measurements. Elsewhere an
article could be passed off, whatever its quality or measure be.”

Bince August 1915 there has been a Reddipet Silk Weavers’ Co-operative
Society. This already numbers 50 members. It is doubtful, however, how far
this society will benefit the weavers. It is a substitute for the employer in so far
as it will give out loans, but there is apparently nothing to ensure that such loans
are spent upon weaving purposzse and not upon marriage expenses or-other calls
of the same nature. Were it not for the system of advances and the inability of
the Co-operative Union to free the weavers from the clutches of the money-lenders
by lenabling them to pay off their previous debts, a Union like that of Big Con-
jeeveram might be a great success. At present, as has been said above, the
weavers, when they bring their products to the market, do not ordinarily receive
the proper price for their goods. It may be the case, it is true, that such goods
are inferior, as is sometimes stated by the employers, but the fact remains that

this inferiority must certainly be due to the weavers’ knowledge that in all pro- .
bability they will not get what their goods are worth, a knowledge which can only -

tend to produce careless and slovenly work. By such a Union as that of Con-

jeeveram the weaver-members have always a market.for their goods—uviz. the Union
itself, and though it is not necessary that every small employer should cease to .

give out work to weavers, at least he would be compelled by the competition of
the articles sold by the Union, to pay fair rates for what he receives.. The opposi-
tion of the small employers as a class is therefore to be taken into account, and

unless and until the weavers can be released from the continuous state of debt in -

which they ordinarily live, it is hardly possible for a Union to number more than a
fractional part of the weaver-community among its members. ~Even if this could
be achieved, a great amount of persuasion must inevitably be necessary l?e'fore‘
the weavers will join the Union in any quantity, since under the present conditions
they obtain almost unlimited sdvances for any purpose from their employers,
whereas under Union conditions they can only receive the wages due to them and

the profit accruing from their labour. In forming any society of this nature; .

therefore, it is primarily necessary

among the community of weavers, and the amotnt of advance which they. ordin-y

18 1 1 3 wer e’
arily receive. If this is very large, considerable funds and even greater powars :
of g;rsuasionf will be necessary to make a success of anytfhmg in the nature ;‘,?f"‘m‘f

Co-operative Union.

to find out the extent of indebtedness prevailing4
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12. Before leaving the subject of conditions of weaving in Madras, the following
remarks by Mr. Chatterton on the hand-loom industry, extracted from the Census
Report of 1911 (Chapter XII-* Occupation,” part II-* Industrial Occupation,”)
may profitably be quoted, although it refers primarily to the weaving of cotton :—
» ** Through efforts fostered by Government there has been a marked development

in the use of the fly-shuttle slay, which increases the output of each loom on an
average by not less than 50 per cent. It is estimated that the total number is
not less than 10,000, and indeed it is put at a very much higher figure than this
by merchants engaged in the trade. A review of all the evidence available leads
to the conclusion that the hand-loom industry is holding its own, and that the
general increase in prosperity is leading to an increased demand for its finer pro-
ducts.” “ The condition of the hand-loom weavers is generally assumed to have

steadily deteriorated owing to the effect of competition, and of indirect evidence

there is plenty in support of this idea. The weavers themselves complain that
their condition has become steadily worse, that they have to work harder and
that now the coarse weavers, even by the most unremitting toil, are only able
to make a bare livelihood.” Mr. Chatterton then, after giving figures™for the
industry, goes on to say, ““ I think, therefore, we may safely accept the following
conclusion. That in the last 40 years the number of hand-loom weavers has
remained practically stationary, but that owing to stress of competition they
now turn out a larger amount of finished goods than was formerly the case ; th

is to say, the majority of them have to work harder to make s bare living. One
might also add that their lot would probably be greatly improved if they could
be induced to accept outside assistance, which can only be effectively rendered by
the establishment of small hand-loom weaving factories. The individual weaver
suffers because he is still trying to carry on a complex series of operations without
recognition of the advantages of sub-division of labour.” To this it may be added,
however, that where in the silk-industry such small factories exist—i.e., where
small merchants employ a number of weavers under the present system—the con-
dition of the weavers does not appear to be an enviable one, and the remedy
appears rather to lie in the weavers assisting themselves by combining together
to obtain the full fruits of their labour, than in their being combined under a
single employer for the purpose of increasing his profits, The difficulties which

lie in the way of such a scheme, however, have been exemplified in the case of
the Conjeeveram Weavers, Union.

®
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CHAPTER .I11.
The Silk Trade of the Punjab and North-West Frontier Province.

Raw Siik.
Imports.

1. The Punjab receives practically the whole of its supplies of raw silk
from China vid Bombay and Karachi. A certain quantity is, however,
imported from Yarkand and Bokhara by_transf_rontleg' routes, and a large
amount of silk apparently passes through the Punjab on its way from Kashmir
to the sea-coast. It is extremely difficult to arrive at a correct estimate of the
amount actually consumed in the Punjab, owing to the confusion that exists
with regard to the registration of this latter trade. Before 1906-07 the
figures for the external land trade of the Punjab are of very little use, owing
to frequent changes of the system of registration and the difficulties experi-
enced 1n effecting it. In 1907 registration of the trade with Kashmir com-

_pletely ceased, Kashmir being made a separate block in the returns of the

Inland Trade of the Punjab. Before that date at least a certain portion of

‘that trade was registered in the External Land Trade Reports of the North-

tier Province. After that date the bulk of the Kashmir trade
cvg::;d}g%l; registered at all, for the Internal.Trade Returns take account ox}ly |
of Railborne Trade, and the Kashmir trade is not railborne. The trade with
Ladakh (Kashmir) and with Tibet was confused in 1907 and in that year
registration of trade with Tibet ceased. Towards the end of theyear,
however, it was restarted, and in the followmg year the various t_rade-rout(_es
were first differentiated in the Returns. Until 1912-13 trade with Ladakh
was registered on two routes, »2., Sultanpur or Kulu and the Nachar Bhabeh
and Baralacha Passes; after that date trade with Tibet only was registered
by these routes and the figures for the trade with Central Asia vid Ladakh
(and apparently for part-of the trade with Kashmir itself in silk) were
obtained from Leh (in Ladakh). It is therefore almost impossible to dis-
entangle the figures for the Kashmir trade (which merely passes through the
Punjab on its way to the coast) from those for the tradp with Yarkand a:nd
other places, silk from which is consumed in the province. The following
table has been obtained by extracting the figures for the silk import trade
given in the Returns for the External Land Trade of the North-West
Frontier Province and combining them with those given in the similar Returns
for the Punjab. "It will serve to show how impossible it is to get a complete
view of the trade during the last 10 years :—

' tity in
Year Imports of Raw Silk from Into Q““};dliy i
1%5'06 . . . K&shmil‘ . ' . . . . . . - N-’W. F. Pp as
. v« - .|Pumjab . 3,054
” . v
Ladakh P : ) . 234
| . L . 691
1908-07 . . . Kashmir L e« < . . . . . 2 4 6
L&d&kh . . . . .. o . e »”» . 115
]907 08 ‘ . . . . . . B . . ” . 181
1908-09 . | North and East Afghanistan vid Khyber . . . | No-W.F.P. @8
Ladakh vid Sultanpur or Kulu . . . » . | Punjab -, | - 67
e » . 118
1909‘10 . . . [I I ] ” ”» . . . L . » ‘ A | 3
. ” . 9
1910'1‘ . . . » » ‘ ” ” =
' North and Bast Afghanistan vié Kbyber .+ - . |[N-W.RR| 9
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Year. Imports of Raw Silk from Into Q";}‘;lsty n
1911-12 . . . | Ladakh »id Sultanpur or Kulu ., . . . « | Punjab . Y
1912'13 . . . 1) (3} 2» » . . . . . Py . 59
1913-14 - .+ | Central Asia vié Sultanpur or Kulu . ” . 61
» » s Kashmir | . . . . . ’ . 1,047
191415 . . . P, . e e, " . 1,138
” ” ”» Sll]t&nplll‘ or Kulu . ” . 3

From this table it is clear that the total exports of raw silk from Kashmir

into the Punjab have not been registered since 1906-07, the figures for 1913-
14 being apparently incomplete, for the quantity of Indian raw silk exported
from the Punjab during that year was 2,975 maunds, The figure for 1914-
15 may be complete, since only 979 maunds were exported from the*Punjab
during 1914-15. Furthermore, the figures given before 1907-08 must in-
clude (presumably) “ waste ” in “ raw silk,” but there is nothing to indicate in
what proportion. I have unfortunately been unable to obtain reliable figures of
the amounts annually exported from Kashmir, which might have aided greatly
- 1n clearing up the present confusion.* From a letter of the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Rawalpindi, however, sent in the year 1904 to the Direttor of
Agriculture, it appears that Kashmir raw silk goesby road to Rawalpindi and
thence generally to Amritsar. It is said sometimes to return to Rawalpindi
in the form of manufactured silk, but practically no Kashmir raw silk
appears to be used in Amritsar at the present day. The bulk of the Kashmir
silk must therefore be loaded at Rawalpindi (or some other station on the
Punjab frontier) and transs)orted direct to Karachi or Bombay Port.
In the Returns for the Railborne Trade of the Punjab (which “include

the railborne trade of the North-West Frontier Province) we must

expect to find a considerable amount of raw silk exported, which is not
balanced by any similar import, although the Punjab ig practically not a
producing. province. This is apparently the explanation of the large amount
of silk recorded as “ Indian Raw,” which is annually exported to Karachi.
The following figures, taken from these Returns, will illustrate this :—

Imports and Ezports of Raw Silk by Ra:l.

ImMPoORTS IN Mpbs. Exrorts 1IN Mps. °
Year. e
Foreign. Indian, ToTar, Foreign, Indian, ToraL.

1905-06 . . . 14,367 308 4,676 1,611 1,611
190807 . . 5,635 852 6,487 5 2,620 2,625
190708 . . 4,856 394 5,250 2 4,121 4,123
190809 . . . 3945 412 4,357 16 2,443 2,459
1900-10 . . . 414 187 4,961‘ 2,443 2,443
w011 . ., 4,167 798 4,955 - 3,344 3,344
w112, ., 4,812 312 5,124 " 3,238 3,242
9123 . ., 3,952 418 4,370 6 6,333 6,339
91314 . . . 4,312 128 4,440 5 2,975 2,980
191416 . . . 4,681 226 4,907 979 979
10 yorrs. - Thoss s given 1y QEULes have ‘:‘i°’:h?°§;§°‘.‘,f“€ii£‘2€§§§i‘:f‘ o g during the last

Sericulture, Kashmir State, writes—** The gilk
is sent to London and enters India vid Pindi.
therefroL. they are railed down to Karachi, where
record is kept of the silk, which enters Kashmir and is ag

they are shipped to M
810 re-exported.

Mr. Mcnamara, Director of
France, and
vid Khohala to Pindi, and
arseilles and London.” Nao
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v 7 i i : chi, from
hole of these exports of Indian raw silk are to Karachi, fron
the b‘g;igs:ytli)z&ezs (t)he Jhelum and Indus},1 Whlqlllk 1n(]:}udes t}}{aggal%lonr(illé
i 1 therefore be taken as Kashmir silk. From the -
%E:ig lgéltggsnil? };ppears that a large quantri‘tgr of raw zllk zvxal,)s;:tgg(; (():(1)-101?:1111;
is shi lly from Sind to Europe. The amount so ex
fnggf:ﬁ: g,lrlnlﬁm)i’; received in Sind by rail, and I am 1f1na£1e£ Itlxe) :légggs:atblig
in 1913-1914 1t appears tro . '
source of the balance, Thus in 1 AR R Ry
that 2,975 maunds of raw silk were e_xpOI;i e : Jab by rail. . Of
is ar to Karachi, which also rece
this amount 2,280 maunds were consigne a ich als¢ yeceived
hich were from “ Kashmir. is g
99 cwt. from other places, 97 of w > from * Kashmir. 7 This gives
a total of about 199,000 lbs. of Indian raw s1 P ricd into Karachi ~ b
in that year, however, was , . . ,
;cigm}m%x&grszgvazczg and 40,764 1bs. of coco}ims, or r?ughly %6(())11010{(; iﬁ; il;I s:ﬁ{,
t i ic , i i f the annual expor S
It is obvious that a certain portion oI export of Rashmir sil
istration. The raw silk is shipped practically wholly ,
g?g %ﬁi Ixsg;:grfd: ltolﬁa Unitzd Kingdom, Ij;aly, an:li a sma(lil. quatgtlt?; tﬁ ;lifgélrcge
Wi iced that these exports which stood, according ; :
'II‘tra‘i‘;llllll%):tﬁgltlls?eat 6,333 maun(ﬁ n &1912-13’ ;11;;;5)%2(36 ({,(;) y2s’2Z5t }:élﬁégl 2 %:r
is i imilar fall in the amoun ,
’Il‘lhli' lsnligxl‘axtgrfl l?e}gr?gsg%ﬁtﬂ lbs., valued at Rs. 27} lakhs, and. fgr thella:tteé'
t;re(;r ?)flly ng 433 lbs., valued at rather ovferS de 11%%% i?khs. h’gﬁ;’s (;?1 :1;2_ Znﬁi d
(in ' 't of the Maritime Trade o ind 1! as whol
(Hﬁ'ﬂ}lleogﬁg%&ioii tth(ja Kashmir State Silk Filature Factory in ﬁugfust 1913,
whtl;rjl the factory was practically demolished and a large stog of cocoons,
(v::’)llected during the previous three or four months, was destroyed.

e g mir raw silk, silk waste, and cocoons, therefore,
Atll?rglf ﬁﬁ%&fi;{b&gﬁ its way to Karachi Port, and at leqst a cons;(i}l:ar-
P ble. perce tga of this appears to escape registration when it enters that
hlo, pemelithgﬁoh most of it is recorded on the export S1de.. Tq est;ma%e,
Prerefore ath l?antity of silk actually consumed in the province it will be
e oy el'q inate, so far as possible, the whole of this trade. This cannot
ey ggm let,e success, for some quantity gf Yarkand s;_lk seems t(é
ter the Punjab I:;,Iong with Kashmir silk, and 'thls | Ya;kan% s1lé< 1s0nu:ﬁe
laroe thelloo;ns of the province. Any estnpatg,_there ore, based up n th
1argel\{)10 nﬁ res of the total consumption of silk in the Punjab, must a . ei
availabe ;;,"u uncertain one, and will require to be conﬁrmed. from aihua
l())%ssle-):a:iggsyin the various silk-centres before it can be accepted as more than

indicatior te of the trade. .
erv general indication of the s_ta e tr o L .
B 2ygThe following table is taken from “The Dictionary of the Economic
Products of India :”"—

Balance-sheet of the recorded transactions with the Punjab in 1888-89.

i tity in
Import Qﬂ!;:gtity in / Exporte. | Qu?l: s: yi
mports. . '
frontier Routes 10,192 | By Transfrontier Routes—
By Transfronti | _
{(a) Indian Produce . . .
By Rail and River, etc.— | .
’ Indian Produce 111,127 (b) Foreign Produce .
() Indian ] ' .
b) Foreign Produce 357,307 | By Rail and River—
(b) Foreign . | .
ToraL 478,626 {a) Indian Produce . . |
. (b) Foreign Produce _— 660
. . 15,848
| Deduct Exports 15,8486 - Torau - 1
-x“‘% _ Net Tmports 462,739 | -

#The figure is so given in the Report

‘thi is differentiated from the bulk
%-ﬁﬁnﬁ;ﬁgﬁ:ﬂ%m that provu,afya,_

BN
Ta

f Inland Trade for-
gf the Kashmir Sﬂkv

Indis 1915-14-)“ -I:3o not know hew
e othos Gind vit Punsah and iy
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Similar tables for 1913-14 and 1914-15 will read as follows :—
Balance-sheet of the Punjab trade in raw silk during 1913-14.

Quantity in | . Quantity in
Imports, Ibs, Exports. Ibs.

By Transfrontier Routes— By Transfrontier Routos—

I
|

(@) Punjab . l 91,409 () Punjab

(b) North-West Frontier Province . E (b) Nort_h-Wust Frontier Pro- 7,012
i vince, . !

By Rail— ! By Rail—
(¢} Indian E 10,560 (a) Indian . . . . 245,437
(b) Foreign . . . . . ! 356,240 (b) Foreign . . . . 412
Torsn .| 458,200 Torar .| 252,861

Balance-sheet of the Punjab trade in raw silk during 1914-15.

Imports. § Quaig;ity in Exports, Que}lngty in
By Transfrontier Routes— ; By Transfrontier Routes—
() Punjab . ‘ 94,132 (@) Punjab
(b) North-We:t Frontier Province . | (2] North-West  Frontier I'ro- 22,6958
vinee,
By Rail— ; By Rail—
(«) Indian . . . . . \ 18,645 (o) Indian . . . . 80,767
_ (b) Foreign . . . . 386,182 (b) Foreign
ToraL . —_:1—98,959 Torar . __TOZ,.&_(S;

In th.ese cases, however, it would clearly be misleading to reckon the total
consumption of raw silk in the province by deducting tEe exports from the
imports as given above, for at least a considerable portion of the imports from
Kashmir appear to have escaped registration as explained above. The only
method by which a general idea of the quantity of silk actually consumed couid
be obtained, would be to omit the figures for Indian silk on the export side of
the account and deduct on the import side the amount registered as received
vid Kashmir, which is apparently mostly Kashmir silk. This in 1913-14

amounted to 1,047 maunds and in 1914-15 to 1,138 maunds. The tables. as
corrected thus, will be as follows :— ’

Balance-sheet of the Punjab trade in raw silk during 1913-14.

Quantity in . itv i
Imports. Tbs. ) Exports, Que}ggty in
By Transfrontier . . . . 5,032 { By Transfrontier . 7,012
Ry Rail-— By Rail—
(@) Indian . . . . 10,560 {a) Indian
{b) Foreign . . . . . 356,240 (b) Foreign ‘ 412
: ToTax . 371,832 ' TotaL . T 7,424
Deduct Exports . |’ 7,424
Net Import . 364,408
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Balance-sheet of the Punjab trade in raw silk during 1914-15.

‘tioned as being imported fro

Imports. f Qua;g;ity in Exports. Q‘laiggty in
. f
By Trausfronticr i 247 | By Transfrontier . 23,595
By Rail— By Rail—
(a) Indian . 18,6845 {(a) Indian
(b) Koreign . ‘ 386,182 (0) Foreign
ToraL . S——_—;OTS,O?: - (CoraL ~——2-§:E£;;
—_—]
Deduct Exports . 23,595
Net Import . 381,479

This amount (viz., something under 400,000_ lbs. of raw silk) may be taken
as the quantity actually consumed in the province. The figure given above
for 1888-89 is rather higher, as are those given in the Monograph on the
Silk Industry of the Punjab, published in 1899, for the years 1889-90 to
1898-99, calculated on the same basis as the above tables :—

Rs.
1889-90 . e oo oo 414,080
1890-91 T T 1
1891-92 . .« . . < . . .. . 563280
1892-93 e e e e e e e 422,320
1893-94 e e e e e e ey 482120
1894-95 N I (1)
1895-96 . . . . . i . . W« . BI1,52
1896-97 .. e e ... .. . buo4s80
1897-98 . . e« . ...« . babss
1898-99 s X ) 01

_ . _ N

If these figures are correct, it appears that considerably less silk is use
by the rovincg than was formerly the case. This is probably correct : it is
generally stated in the silk-centres of the province that less weaving is done

now than in former years, and the census figures support this conclusion. The

f weavers and spinners of silk in 1911 is given as 13,302,
:»?ﬁzie;: :,Illlge;u(r)nber of silk carders, spinners and weavers, and makers of silk
braid and thread was in 1901 18,370. It is therefore probably a fact that the
amount of weaving done in the province has been decreasing during the last 10
or 15 years. A comparison of the figures for the years 1888-89and 1913-14
will show that the import of foreign raw silk is now much what it was
then (though it a pears to have risen considerably between 1889 and 1898)
and that it is in the import of the Indian material that the decrease is mani-
fested. It is certainly the fact that at the present day hardly any Indian raw

silk is used in the silk centres.of the Punjab. This used not to be the case.-

Geoghegan, writing in 1880,* mentions the following sources of supply of raw

- silk, viz, Kokand, Bokhara, Balkh, Khulm, Akcha, Shibberghaum, Andkho,

id Bombay. Twelve kinds of silk are men-
Irlr?]gengal, theyprices varying from Rs. 2-8 to Rs. &

#6 Gilk in India " by J. Geoghegan, page 98.
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a seer, and the following figures are quoted as purporting to give the importa-
tions into the Punjab in maunds of 100 lbs :—

Sumbut year. _ Khorasan. i Bengal. 1 TorAL.
(1841) 1899 . . . . . . . 709 1,615 | 2,324
1900 . . . . . . . 1,825 926 2,751
1901 . . ‘ . . . . . 1,090 973 - 2,063
1902 e e e 66 700 . 760 . 2
w3 . . . .. 980 667 1,647
1904 . . . . . . . 701 304 J 1,005
1905 . . 232 1 232

1

The low figures for the (Sumbut) years 1902 and 1905 are explained as
due to the Punjab wars. If these figures are trustworthy two conclusions can
be drawn, viz,, (1) that Bengal silk was at that time very largely used in the
province, and (2) that the import of such silk was even af that time manifest-

ing a very serious decline. Figures for the imports in 1852 are also given,
as follows :— °©

From— Rs
(}ng;glga; l. 24,66,605
. 13,35,951
Other Countries 34,45,448

but reasons are appended for the belief that there is s i in
these figures, the silk trade being valued only at £200,008TneI;aglllgaslaif;o\zorl‘k
Mr. Cope is quoted as the authority for the following estimates :—At
Amritsar the import of Bokhara silk in 1857 amounted to 675 maunds, of
which 250 maunds were re-exported. The local manufacture employed 2,205
persons, yielding goods valued at nearly Rs. 3% lakhs. The same city ’alsu
imported 1,148 maunds of Bengal silk at Re. 1-8 to Rs. 2-8 per seer, all but
80 maunds being consumed in the city, and producing goods valued at nearly
Rs. 4 lakhs. Jullundhar is said to have imported 800 maunds early, of which
75 maurslds were waven on the spot, and the rest re-exporteg. Of the total
iupply g are said to have come from China vig Bombay, § from Bengal and
# from the westward. It will be noticed that the price of the Benga% silk is
very low, and Geoghegan concludes that only the worst kind of Bengal silk
was 1mported into the Punjab. This may in part account for its failure in

that province. Imports by rail of Chi i :
year 1870-1871 arepgiven 2 follows oS raw silk from Bombay during the

To— »

" Amritsur . . .. . . lb‘?'
Jultundhar . .. . ) ) : : - 3h4u
Delbi . ' . ‘ . . . . . . 25,584
Lahore . . ) . ) ) ) ) : 4,674
Mooltan . . ) ) ) ) ) ) ’ ) 514

. .. . . . 328
ToraL . 66,684

During the same year Amritsar sent to Bombay 2

Ame ' 1,156 lbs., a ¢
574 lbs. *?f raw silk presumably imported from Tl)lrrkistan ors Aafn(lilahlfig&dril
Liotard,* writing in 1883, adds the following obgervations and ﬁgulges —

“ .'...._....The raw material continues to be obtained f 1
Kashmir, Bengal, and China, and to be manufacturlé?i inr Oﬁu(ljt?;rfra{a‘%zlrag
Bahawalpur, mritsar, J ull}lndhar, and Delhi. Amritsar seems to’be losin :
1ts position as one of the chief centres of the Silk trade in the Punjab Th%

* * Memorandum on 8ilk in India,” Part 1, pages 45, 46,
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two following tables show the figures of the sale and local consumption of silk
and of floss and waste silk used in the district from 1869 to 1§81 :—”

Sale and Local Consumption of raw silk at the Amritsar City from 1869 to 1875,

GRross SALE. LocAL CONSUMPTION. )
Years. T T REMARKS.
Weight. | Value. Weight. | Value.
Mds. Rs. Mds. Rs.
1869 . . . 2,768 | 18,39,360 50 64,000
1870 .« e . 2,370 | 15,16,032 55 71,400
1871 . . . 2,026 | 12,98,640 60 76,800
1872 . . . 2,480 | 16,54,400 45 | 58,600
1873 . . . 2,346 | 14,83,056 50 64,000
1874 . . . 2,372 | 15,18,080 100 | 1,28,000
1875 . . . 3,112 | 20,55,680 125 | 1,60,000
1876 . . . 4,202 | 26,89,280 100 | 1,28,000
18717 . . . 4,052 | 25,93,280 100 © 1,28,000
I
1878 . . . 1,976 | 12,64,000 75 96,000 | The falling off was due to the closure
. | of the route to Bokhara owing to
1879 . . 1,737 | 11,11,680 55 70,400 the Afghan war and to the pre-
valence of sickness during the
1880 . . . 2,372 | 15,18,080 80 64,000 year 1881. :
The figures of 1882 and 1883 are not
1881 . . . 1,486 | 10,85,440 30 38,400 available. .

Quantity of floss and chussam silk used in the City of Amritsar and adjoining villages.

Gross SALE.‘ LocaL CONSUMPTION.
Years. ' ‘ REMaRgs, '
Weight. ! Value. Weight. _ Value.
Mds. Rs. Mds. | Rs
1869 . .« . <l 1,32 | 1261000 150 | 1,02,000
1870 . . . . 1,130 l 11,24,900 160 | 1,08,800
T 1,100 | 10,48,000 165 | 1,12,200
1872 . - . . 1,075 | 10,01,000 150 | 1,02,000
1873 e e 1,045 } 9,95,600 150 1,02,000
1874 . . . . 1,060 . 10,14,000 160 | 1,02,000
18 . . . 1,195 | 11,12,600 165. | 1,12,200
% . . . .| 1145 | 1063600 50 34,000
87T . . .. 1,150 | 10,82,000 - 50 34,000
1878 Ce e 1,075 | 10,10,000 45 30,600
1879 1,285 | 12,48,800 45 30,600
1880 . . . - 1500 1,44,000 0 | 21,200
1581 . 600 | 5.88,000 25 17,000 | The figures of 1882
‘ :!vl:ilalf:f are not

12
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During the last quarter of a century imports from the westward appeat
to have steadily decreased while imports from China vi¢ Bombay have steadily
risen. Meanwhile the imports of Indian silk have dwindled almost to
nothing. It has already been seen that in 1888-89 (vide table on page 57)
these amounted to 111,127 lbs., whereas in 1913-14 they had fallen to
10,560 1bs. The following table will show the sources of this import trade :-—

Railborne imports of Indian raw silk into the Punjab.

t

Whenee imported. : 1911-12. f 1912-13. 1913-14.
lbs. Rs. ! Tos. Rs. 1bs. Rs.
|

Karachi . . . 19,720 92,065 18,397 85,898 3,630 15,858
Bengal . . . 3,052 12,605 3,052 24,012 2,722 21,501
United Provinces . .. .. 11,056 53,600
Others . . . 2,970 12,115 £1,980 9,314 4,208 22,286

Torarn . 25,742 1,168,785 34,485 1,72,824 10,560 59,645

I am unable to suggest what kind of silk it is that was imported during
these years from Karachi and other places, and from the United Provinces in
1912-13. Bengal silk appears to be known as Ghungru ” or ““ Desouri,” and
the latter is said to be used as a warp with a weft of Yarkand silk in Amri tsar,
but I found none whatsoever in use and was told that none had been received
for the last seven or eight years. Similarly, “ desouri” was known in
Peshawar, but was said not to be used now-a-days, and none seems to be receiv-
ed in Multan. Mysore silk is unknown, it appears, in this province, so that the
nature of the small quantities of silk mentioned in the above table must
remain doubtful. It is sufficiently clear, however, that foreign raw silk is now
almost universally used throughout the Punjab.

3. The Monograph on the Silk Industry of the Punjab gives a list of the
classes of silk imported for manufacture in 1899. These are as follows :—

1. Wardan.—A name applied to best Central Asian silk. Price
Rs. 12 to Rs. 18 according to quality and place of scale.

2. Mai, Mayee or Phul.—A name chiefly given to China silk imported
from Bombay 4 Amritsar. Price Rs. 11 to Rs, 17,

3. Akhcha—From Balkh. Rs. 15 a seer at Peshawar.

4. Attyan—A China silk imported from Bombay. Rs. 15 a seer at
Peshawar.

5. Nawabi—From Bokhara. Rs. 412-8 at Kohat and Rs. 14 at
Peshawar. '

6. Lab-i-abi—Produced in the country bordering on the Oxus and 1n
Samarkand. Sells for Rs. 14 a seer in Pes awar,

7. Shahr-i-sabzi—A Samarkand silk.

8. Waran—A Bengal silk. Sells for Rs. 13 or less according to
quality. ’

9. Namkani—A Central Asian silk. Sells for Rs. 13 a seer at
Peshawar.
10. Charkhi—A Bokharan variety. Rs. 11.or Rs. 12 a seer.

11. Ghungru—A Bengal silk from Rampur. Sells for Rs. 8 to Rs. 11
according to quality.

12. Bdf Kandahdri and Bdf Ydrkandi—Sells at Amritsar at Rs. 12
and Rs. 12-8 g seer. '

13. Kakra—A Hongkong silk. Rs. 11 g seer.
14. Sultdni—A Hongkong silk. Rs. 11 a seer,

~ produced in sufficient quantity,
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15. Behrdmpuri—Produced in Gurdaspur District. The outturn is
said to be 2 or 3 maunds per annum. The silk sells-at Rs. 13 a
seer at Amritsar.
16. Dukhi—A Bokhari silk used in embroidery. Sold at Rs. 11 a seer
in Peshawar. |

17. Kattai— A China silk imported vié Bombay.

18. Dutdrd, Ektard, Ldni Maktil, Kattar.—Bengal silks from Balli.
Sell at Rs. 7 to Rs. 9 a seer.

19. Manchu.—A Hongkong silk.

20. Maithra—Hongkong silk. Rs. 3-8 to Rs. 5-2 a seer according to
place of sale. A rough silk used on the frontier for embroidery.

21. Sika or Sikha or Sikhapuri—Imported from Singapore. Rs. 4 or
Rs. 4-10 a seer. A coarse silk used down country and on the
frontier for embroidery.

22. Shishmahal or Shishmal.—A Hongkong silk of inferior quality
costing about Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 a seer. v ,

23. Arewd.—A coarse Yarkandi silk costing about Rs. 4 a seer.

24. Chap, Gora, Ldni Maktil, Ldani Chappers, Kachar, Khdmbands,

' Lddwa, Lambi Bandi, Radha Nagr., Ateran.—These are all
Indian silks of inferior quality, costing from Rs. 4 a seer down-
wards, and used in making azarbands, etc.

25. Dari—Silk mixed with flax from Italy.

Since that date there have been considerable changes in the kinds of silk
imported into the Punjab. Now-a-days many of the kinds mentioned in this
list appear to be unknown even by name, and others are known by name but
are no longer used in the province. Nos. 1, 3 t0 10, 13, 16, 17, 19,’22, 24 and 25
in the above list belong to these categories, in the case gf. most of .these even
their name has apparently been forgotten. Bdf Kandahdri is also, it appears,
no longer imported. Of the remaining kinds the Bengal silk (Ghungm) is
known by name, but is very little used at thg Présent day. In Multan it is
said that Bengal silk is known as ektdrd, dutdrd, etc., according to tl_le numk?er
of threads, so that ektdrd, etc., do not appear to be different varieties of silk
from that which is called Ghungru, but different qualities of that kind of silk.
The silk is said to be a good one but only coarse qualities reach Multan, and
that only every three or four years. In Amritsar, as has been mentioned above,
no such silk Kas apparently been imported for several years. Behrdmpuri,
or Gurdaspur silk, is still produced in small quantities, but it is said to be too
fine for the ordinary coarse local weaving, though there is said to be some
demand for silk of this quality in Lahore. Two p_ersonsrm Amritsar deal in
this silk, which is sold at Benares but the outturn in 1915 was said to be only
four maimds. Sheikh Ghulam Sadiq, of Amritsar, employs some 15 basins
there for the reeling of this silk, but this industry is unimportant from the

trade point of view,

that purpose and are ordinarily employed in the adjoining earpet-factory. If

however, there would certainly be a market for

this silk in France;—at present the outturn is far too limited for any European

concern o tase 't P 1ly, but seldom, in Amritsar and in
N sionally, but very n, .

Sulmﬁsls ifcl:g igssea%é)zgak?eoRs. lyl to Rs. 13 according to quality, but I was
Multan. h tp it could only be used for Dariai and not (like Mai Phul) for
informed t] s I have not been able to find it actually in use, however, any-
other @rmches' rovinces, so.that I am unable to vouch for the correctness of
where ;‘n v _ets;amll) or to s{iggést what kind of China silk is really n;{e.axg;, -
f"hls niormatliot, evidently only a local appellation. The only remaining kin 8

Sul}fam .belﬁg Monogr¥ph are Mas, Mayee or Phul, M azthm, Szkha,_A rewd
mentioned fnkt edi All of these are still in use. Under the name Masi, Mayee
and Bdf Yarkan 1'd d two kinds of Chinese silk,—wviz., Meang and Hoing,
or Phul are incuce _phul and the latter as Phul. The local

: ; or Mai vy A
the former belng know;"n ::r%?)zt?;ns of the Chinese names, variations being

names are apparentl

inasmuch as the reelers are only temporarily employed for
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mayung and fuyung, which are nearer the originals, Hoing being also known
as wooying, hoying, and so on. Both these kinds of silk are in Very common
use in the Punjab and North-West Frontier Province, being apparently the
only Shanghai silks imported. They are yellow varieties from North China,
and are used in greater quantity in Amritsar than any other kind of raw silk
except that from Yarkand. In Multan Mai-phul (Meang) is the kind of silk
most commonly employed, Hoing being also used in large quantities. 1n
Amritsar the price of these silks 1s said to have risen recently from Rs. 15 to
Rs. 19; in Muitan it is given as only Rs. 13 (presumably before the rise in
price), an inferior quality being probably in use. Meang is also known as
" Achka,” i.e., H. K. or Hsing Kee, a chop of Meang containing four qualities.
The sample which I obtained in Multan was of No. 4 quality, which explains
* the comparative lowness of price. The “Gold Moon * chop of Hoing is the
kind which appears to be most in use in that city. In Peshawar the only kind
of Shanghai silk in use is imported from Amritsar, and costs Rs. 18 for a
Peshawari seer (i.e., Rs. 14 a seer). This silk is Lie-Meang, or low quality
Meang, and is very coarse and uneven. Methra (Maithra) and Susa are
different qualities of the coarse Canton silk known as panjam, and imported
trom Hongkong. They cost Rs. 4 to Rs. 4-8, and Rs. 4 per seer respectively,
and are sold in Amritsar in large quafitities, always being dyed there before
sale. They go chiefly to Peshawar, Rawalpindi, etc., where they are used tor
the manufacture of turbans, lungis, etc., and as thread for embroidery. Sikka
(or Sikha) is also much used. 1t is a coarse yellow silk from Singapore, and
costs, in Amritsar, Rs. 3 to Rs. 7 according to quality. '

The only remaining kinds mentioned in the Punjab~ Monograph are-

Bdf Ydrkandi and Arewd. Both of these come from Y drkand. There are at
least four kinds of Y4rkand silk found in Amritsar, viz., (1) kotha (known as
Baf Yérkandi in Multan). This is used most of all and costs Rs. 10 to Rs. 12
a seer. (2) tdni (i.e., warp) so called because it is supplied ready warped. It
1s used less than kotha and costs Rs. 17 a seer. (3) wattal, costing Rs. 13 a
seer. It is the same as kotha but of superior quality and twisted. (4) arewd,
a kind very little used. It formerly cost Rs. 8 a seer, but is now said to sell
at Rs. 7. Altogether Yarkand silk to the value of Rs. 6 lakhs or Rs. 7 lakhs
is estimated to be sold in Amritsar every year. Of the total amount of
Yarkand and Chinese silk sold three-quarters are said to be the former and
only one quarter the latter kind. The popularity of the Yarkand silk is
ascribed to the fact that it is very easy to use, as it unwinds at once and without
difficulty, and contains very little waste. Baf Yé4rkandi is also very largely
used in Multan and in Peshawar. In Peshawar it costs Rs. 15 a seer, being

obtained from Amritsar. The whole of it is said to be windable, containing
no absolute waste,

. Besides these kinds, Bokhara silk is stil] used in considerable quantity
in Multan, where the price has fallen from Rs. 26 to Rs. 20 per seer. It is u
silk of a dirty white colour, very similar in appearance to the Yérkand
variety, but much finer and softer than B4f Yérkandi, and is used both for
warp and for weft. In Amritsar this silk is not mu

. ) ] . ow for the same reason,
in fact the only kinds of silk commonly in use in that town are (1) China silk

(Lie-Meang), (2) B4f Yarkandi, and (3) tuti or spun silk from Switzerland.

The nature of the import trade in Bokhira and Yérkand silk will be con-
sidered later.

. Spunsilk is used in great quantity in these provincés, being distributed
from Amritsar. The kinds imported and the purposes for which they are
used have, however, been fully dealt with elsewhere,* and nothing more need

be added in this place, except to state that the demand for ready-made warps
seems to be on the increase.

4. In addition to silk, silk substitutes are extensi ) oy
Artificial silk imported f S are extensively used in the Punjab

i rom Bombay goes in large quantities to Amritsar,
but is apparently not used in Multan or in Peshawar. It is known as

* Vide page 18.
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“ Chamak,” from its appearance, and costs Rs. 7 per Ib., the price having risen
fr((/)IIII:laRS. 4 on accounIt)pc?f the war. Details of this trade will be found on
page 86. Mercerised-cotton is used in most of the weaving centres. In
Amritsar it is greatly employed for suitings and 1 obtained either from
Japan or from England vié Bombay. The latter is said to have ceased to
arrive, on account of the war, but was formerly obtained from Gl:aham & Co.,
Glasgow, in warps at Rs. 7 a bundle. The Japanese material (from the
Fujigasu Spinning Co.) at Rs. 12-8 for 5 seers,* is, however, said to have been
more generally used. Mercerised cotton, purporting to be English but re-
labelled by the Bombay agents, is now being received. This is greyish in
colour and for that reason preferred to the Japanese material, but otherwise
it is said not to be superior, and it is conjectured locally that this also is
Japanese material, sold as English because Re. 1 or Rs. 2 more was obtained
for the real English article. In Multan also, both Japanese and English mer-
cerised cotton is found. It is called “nagli” and is imported from Bombay
both white and dyed. A tdni (warp) of 58 yards is said to cost Rs. 5, and plain
mercerised cotton cloth sells at seven annas a yard. The dye is found not t(?
be fast. The merchants of Peshawar obtain it from Amritsar, but it is only
used for making azdrbands and pandris. Its price is reported to be Rs. 13
a Peshawari seer (i.e., Rs. 10-8 a standard seer) for the white yarn, and Rs. 14
a Peshawari seer (i.e., Rs. 11-8 a standard seer) dyed, but this must be a
mistake, unless prices have risen recently to an enormous extent, for according
to the values assigned in the Customs returns the price in 1914-15 av_eraged
from about Re. 1-8 to about Rs. 2-8 a 1b. In spite of the very general use of
these substitutes, however, they are not at present used in anything approach-
ing the same amount as silk; in Amritsar, for example, Yarkand silk is esti- -
mated to be sold in far greater quantity than any other_ kind, and after
Yarkand Shanghai silk (Meang and Hoing). After thesev two, the other
kinds are sold in the following crder of quantity :-—(1) Canton silk (Methra
and Susa); (2) Singapore silk (Sikka); (3) spun silk (twti); (4) mercerised

~ cotton; and (5) artificial silk. A reference to the Seaborne Trade Returns,

however, (vide pages 85 and 86) will show that the imports of the two last
mentioned articles are by no means 1ncons1derab-1e. . ; .

5. The trade in Yarkand and Bokhara silk is carried on in the following
ways. Yarkand and Khotan silk is brought on ponies to Amntsa;_' vid the
Gilgit route and Kashmir by up-country merchants, who purchase it locally
in Eastern Turkestan, where it is produced. They deposit the silk Wlth one
of the three or four firms of commission agents in the town and receive an
advance of 50 per cent. to 75 per cent. of the value. Merchants of Amritsar
and other towns come to these agents, accompanied by one of the local brokers,
and with the help of these the price is settled. The agents are said to receive

Rs. 2-0-6 per Rs. 100 value, or about 2 per cent. commission, the brokers

i nt.  In both cases it appears to be the sellers - who pay
fﬁ:tgrgn;ti)g:izé, g‘ﬁz L:lerchants paying nothing to the brokers. f[.‘he'numbg,r
of middlemen appears to be uhnecessarily large in these transactions. It is

tated, indeed, that the brokers are indispensable, for 1_f. a merchant tried t(cis
;u his materfal without their aid, he would fail to obtain it wh.evn} he neeege
to };ell and these brokers are said to keep the!pselves up-to-date in knowl . ;%'e
f ices. the state of the market. and all details of the trgde. There certﬁun v
o1 pr rs, however, to be an opening for co-operation here among the merc .ant?s
appe:l sl’o ers of ’weavers for the elimination of upnecessary commmswnz
({;‘a:kall)ldysilk is said to arrive once a year—generally about Deceglhbert_ anf .
January—and is never brough;;( oxé tgrlc)ler. thﬁsifl?v:;’helrlédlm merchants o
iat themselves to Yarkan uy i Co

HOSh’Il‘?lli‘flil: 'sioid to be the system in vogue in Amritsar. In MultanhBokhara
ilk i arently brouglit by Pathans to the dalals or brokers (of whom there
a I%gpg) 50). Thev leave the material with these brokers and obtain the
brice lilen they returt in-the following year. No mention 12%?5 of any
ndvance. but, some amount must, obviously be obtained. Theh lals reveive
grokera’e'not only frotn the Pathans, but also from the qier(lz a,ntﬁ,. who :lre _
said to gpay } per cent. Yarkand silk is brought similarly, though the

* If this is correct, prices have risen about 100 per cent.

\ -
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Amritsar system is also reported to be in vogue. Bokhara silk is also received
in Peshawar down the Khyber route. It is not much worked in that town,
however, and is mostly exported in bulk to Amritsar and Multan. China and
other silks are obtained from Bombay by the employers of weavers, or factory-
owners, through their agents in that city.

Industrial Methods.

6. Having obtained their raw material by one of these methods the
merchants or employers of weavers make it over to the weavers themselves.
In Amritsar City a kind of factory system is followed. There are about a
dozen factory-owners,* each employing from 15 to 200 looms. The weavers
generally work in the factories, being as usual pdid by the piece. They are
said to make 8 to 10 annas a day, receiving, it is alleged, Rs. 30 to Rs. 32 per
100 yards. The weavers who live in the district, on the other hand, beyond
the limits of the city, come in to the merchants or employers for yarn and take
it away to their villages, where they manufacture it into cloth.  The number
of weavers in Amritsar City is estimated at about 600, although 10 years ago
. there were as many as 1,700 persons so employed. In addition to these about
100 persons are now said to be engaged on dyeing, and a certain number must
also be employed for twisting and other preparatory processes. If we com-
pare the number of persons, however, said to have been employed in 1851 on
the local manufacture, viz., 2,205, it is clear that the silk-manufacturing
industry of Amritsar has very seriously declined.

In Multan the factory system does not seem to prevail, at any rate to the
same extent as in Amritsar. Here there are said to be about 20 merchants
who give out the silk yarn to the weavers, paying from Rs. 12 to Rs. 20 for 40
vards (30 Multani yards) of woven cloth. The weavers work in their own
houses, some of them even employing servants for the purpose, and they make
12 annas to Re. 1 a day. They take advances from their employvers when
they receive the yarn, sometimes amounting to practically the whole value of
their work. Thus one weaver, who had received spun silk for manufacture.
was to get Rs. 12 for 50 yards of 27 inches, and had taken an advance of
Rs. 11 at the time of obtaining the raw material. Under this system the
weavers appear to be better paid than under the factory system prevailine in
Amritsar. There are 400 to 500 persons employed in weaving in Multan Citv,
60 to 80 other persons being employed on twisting, and about 50 on dyeing. In
Peshawar City only 40 persons are said to be engaged on weaving. and only
about 50 persons on other processes of silk manufacture, »iz., dveing, twist-
ing, ete. These persons are emploved by the proprietors of the looms and of

the dyeing-vats, the weavers receiving 4 annas a yard, thereby earning 6 to 8
annas a day. ' ‘

In Multan German aniline dyes are used. The dyers formerly received
14 annas a seer, but now, owing to the ereat rise in the price of dyes. they get
as much as Re. 1-12 or Rs. 2 a seer. In Amritsar I found Swiss dye in use
for dyeing daryai of Yarkand silk. This cost formerlv 11 or 12 annas a tin.
but owing to the war the price rose as high as Rs. 13. Recently, on account of
a rumour that cheaper dves were arrivine from Japan. the price fell to Re. 8.8
a tin. Very large sums have consequently been made by the fortunate owners
of stocks of dye-stuffs at the outbreak of the ‘war. Dyes are exempted from
octroi-duty in Amritsar, it being found that far more of this material was
being used there than in Lahore. The cost of dyeing has risen here also from
Re. 1 or less to Rs. 2 a seer.

On most of the looms in the Puniab onlv coarse weavin
done. In Amritsar., still the centre of the silk trade, it isg sa;i)geﬁitt Ot}:
weavers are now incapable of anything else. The dyes used are very
frequentlv not fast and the raw material. as has been seen. is to a considerable
extent inferior silk or silk substitutes. The dyes are la,rg,:elv used for ribands
or other articles of the same nature which are not ordinarily washed, and it
is possible that the degeneration of weaving has followed ‘upon the use of

* There appears to be no specific name for such persons, A simi ; i
however, Termed a karkhandgr. o P ' smiler owner of a carpet- factory s

_to demonstrate success

" nitv. it is probable that t
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inferior dyes. There is a great demand for the coarse cloth which is commonly
woven, and the finer qualities are now almost all supplied from other pro-
vinces or from foreign countries. The outturn of cloth is, however, still
considerable. One factory in Amritsar is said to manufacture Rs. 6 or Rs.,7
lakhs’ worth of silk goods, exporting them to other cities in the Punjab, such
as Sialkot, Gujranwala and Rawalpindi, or to Peshawar. The Kashmir
Weaving Co. manufactures silk cloth to the value of Rs. 11,000 or Rs. 12,000
annually, though this has fallen to Rs. 7,000 or Rs. 8,000 recently. In Multan
one kind of silk is generally used for the warp and another for the weft. No
goods are ever manufactured, apparently, with warp and weft both of China
silk. Cloth made of a Bokhara warp with a weft of Hoing sells for Rs. 2-2 to
Rs. 3 a yard; made of a spun-silk warp and a Hoing weft it fetches Rs. 2 a
yard; and articles manufactured from a spun-silk warf .Wlth a_Bokhara weft
realize Re. 1-5 or 1-6 a yard. Spun silk is also combined with cotton, or
mercerised cotton alone is used. In Peshawar all the weaving is of plain

" cloth, handkerchiefs, and the like, the patterns beipg very simple, a standard

check or similar design. Lungis appear always to be woven with a weft of
Chinese silk on a warp of cotton, and the price is only 14 annas to Re. 1 a yard.
A handkerchief of Chinese silk fetches about Re. 1. .

This degeneration of local weaving is certainly not due to any lack of a

. demand for finer silk manufactures. A reference to the figures for imports of

silk goods into the province will dispose at once of such an assumption. - From
these it will be seen that a very large quantity of manufactured silk is brought
into the Punjab, which the local silk industry is, under the present conditions,
unable to supply. Certain steps have, of course, been taken on behalf of the
weaving industry. Schools have been established, but not apparently with any
considerable amount of success. In Multan there is a weaving master recerving
Rs. 30 a month from the Municipality. He was sent to the Ludhiana school
for training and has been employed for the last couple of years. In the school
there are two ordinary pit-looms.and the common appliances for winding, ete
Only plain weaving can be taught, though the Municipality is, I believe,
intending to supply the school with better looms. In this school the sons of
artizans are taught free of charge. T am not able to see any particular use for
a school of this nature. All that can be taught in the school could apparently
be learnt equally well—and perhaps better—in the bqys homes, where their
fathers are continually at work on looms of the same kind. It really appears
that the boys are sent to the school rather to keep them out of mischief than for
any other purpose. Could it be proved to the weaving community that there
is an enormous demand for various kinds of fine silk, and could thev be shown
bv qualified instructors at a suitably-equipped .schpol' _h'ow to: manufact_ure.
silk cloth of that nature, the advantage of ‘the institution would be at:once
apparent. It is, of course, a matter for the decision of the local authorities,
but I should imagine that were such a school estabﬁshed, its benefits would be
more appreciated if a fee were charged for the instruction received, when
once it had been demonstrated, bv actual manufacture and sale of the articles,
that profit was to be made by the new method. - It would of eourse require
careful consideration of the market, and expert advice as_to the best
appliances for manufacturing the required articles, before it would be possible
fully that goods now received .from abroad. could be
but it is only after such consideration and with such

ctured locally, o
:lﬁg:athat any seZious effort can be made to regenerate weaving in these

i "o regeneration successfully accomplished, however, it .
Wrc?trllél (;?;Si.llr rz‘:r?;?nmtlgl;oe see% whether the weaving community woul% gain by
the change, or whether all enhanced vrofit would go to tile emg oyel‘-)egr
faotory-owner. In'the Madras Province, where improved .ogins '?V‘Z.S “‘h’l‘]
eatablished, there does nof appear to have been much app}‘fma_ e g'aig' to tga e
Weavers themselves, and where the factory system prevails, ag in Amritsar

’ he result would be the same. Where. however, 4s in

, s ’ to their own houges
g tear district, the weavers take the yarn to their own houses
l;{ul::n%rf;ﬁtﬁggé upon their own looms, an improved loom, 1qcliea.sx_r;i$‘.the
3? ut, or lessening the amount of labour required, should °°1f'.tam y enhance
the profits of the weaver himself. A cO-OPe;at'“.’g §001€ty_0hzvl;0:Z:1_;S, A
b sidency, m AHCERRRS)
the lines of that of Conjeeveram in the Madras Presidency ’g» | .

voL. II.
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in securing the profits of an improved system of weaving for the weaver him-
self, besides allowing readily of the introduction of such improved methods,
but there are very considerable difficulties attending any such enterprise, as
" will be seen by a reference to the portion of this report which deals with that
society.
d Ezports.

7. Exports of raw silk from the Punjab are with the exception of the
Kashmir silk trade, of no great importance. Exports of foreign raw silk never
amount to more than a few maunds a year, and in four out of the last 10 years
no such silk was exported at all. The quantity of Indian raw silk exported
during the last 10 years is as follows :—

Exports of Indian raw silk by rail,

Year Quantity Value Rates Assigned
t in mds, in Rs. lakhs,

1905-06 . . . ., - . . . . . 1,611 Over 4}
1906-07 . . . . . . . . . . 2,520 »w T4
190708 . . . . . . ... 4,121 » 14

1908-09 . . . . . . . . . . 2,444 » 8}
1909-10 . . . e . . . . . 2,433 » 8%
1910-11 . . . . . . . . . . 3,344 Nearly 11}

o 191112 . . . . . . . . . 3,238 Over 11
1912-13 . . . . . . . . . . 6,333 » 22
©1913-14 . . . . . . . . . . 2,975 » 10}
L 979 » 3}

~The destination of nearly the whole of this export is Karachi; thus in
1911-12 3,145 maunds out of 3,238 maunds, and in 1912-13 6,225 maunds out
of 6,333 maunds, were consigned to that Port. In 1913-14 the export was
more distributed. Out of 2,975 maunds, 2,280 went "to Karachi, 425 to
Kashmir and 147 to Bengal. Presumably the last item indicates an export of
Kashmir silk : it was consigned from the territory between the Jhelum and
the Indus, and therefore in all probability from Rawalpindi. The export to
Kashmir was from the adjoining territory hetween the Sutlej and the Jhelun,
and may have been despatched from Lahore, Amritsar, Gurdaspur or Jammu.
It would be interesting to know whether this consignment indicates the
beginning of a demand in Bengal for Kashmir silk. It would be unsafe,
however, to attach too much importance to these figures, which are certainly

not always entirely trustworthy, or to make an assumption of this nature upon
such grounds alone.

. The following amounts of raw silk have been exported during the last
nine years over the North-Western Frontier by road :—

Ezports of raw silk from the North-West Frontier Province by road.

To Nortu aND East | To Dir, 8wat anp To 1
AFPQHANISTAN, Bajaur, BUNER.
Year. By ; Totar,
y | B B B
Kh y y y B
K:g;““ Tochi. - | Darband. | Konsh. Saic{gi.
| Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds, Mds. Mds. Rs,
1906-07 . . . .. 22 . et
19708 . . .| o 17 .. - . 3-21 g'i«o‘g
190800 . . | . 2 - - o 2 500 °
1909100 . . . .. 10 .. . . 10 | 2400
191010 . Lo .. .. 19 .. .. 19 4,560 -
vz . . L] 31 18 . . 56 | 15250
w21z, . | L 87 1t 8 86 | 22,450
s L L g | . : 85 | 21.250
w1415 . . . 5 273 7 "1 286 | 72,800

il
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~ 'There has therefore been a very considerable increase in this export trade,
which consists probably of Chinese raw silk.* Improvements in the system of
registration may be partially responsible for the increase, but the trade
carried by the Tochi route appears to be steadily growing and the high figure
reached in 1914-15 is especially noticeable. Kabul is said to import Chinese
raw silk from Peshawar and this trade must be included in the abeve figures.

The transfrontier export trade of the Punjab in raw silk is of no-parti-
cular interest. There was a small export to Kashmir until 1906-07, but since
that date this trade has either ceased or has escaped registration under the
new system. ; _ :

S1Lx MANUFACTURES.

8. The Punjab draws very heavily upon foreign countries for its supply
of manufactured silk. From the middle of last century until recent years the
import of foreign goods seems to have steadily increased, while local produce
declined. The import of Indian manufactured goods has also steadily
decreased within the last 10 years, falling from 1,763 maunds, valued at
Rs. 123 lakhs, in 1905-06, to 217 maunds, valued at Rs. 2 lakhs, in 1913-14, and
only 4 maunds in 1914-15. During the same period foreign imports have
remained steady until 1914-15, when (presumably on account of the war) they
fell from 1,907 maunds in 1913-14 to 877 maunds in 1914-15. The following
table, giving the imports of silk piece-goods into the Punjab by rail during
the last 10 years, will illustrate these remarks :— -

Imporis of silk piece-goods into the Punjab by raal.

FOREIGN. Inp1ax. ) Torar

Your Mds. | Re.lakhs. | Mds. | Relokhs. | Mds. | Rs.lakhs.
1905-06 ) ; 1,544 5} 1,763 12§ - 3,307 COIB
| - 2,801 ©OIs)

190607 . . . 1,248 4} 1,553 103 e 5
1607-08 R 2,278 24} 594 4 2,872 o
1908-09 1,406 63 269 T g 1,675 T
1909-10 . . . 1,840 6t | 23l 2 j2,100 " 8}
1910-11 ce 2,158 (73 643 | 6 | .2 13}
mnaz . o L 1,992 6} 817 . 11, _2.809 173
01218 - . 1,510 4 | = e - 8 2,14 %
T T8 1,907 6 27 2 2,124 !
1415 . . . G B I .3

cepted implicitly, for the variations from

Reppgs. eafha?"e - 'l;nr:;t 2;_5)0 roise considerable doubt as to their accuracy.
%w{ear evel)" according to thege values the averags  yearly ;mggrt of stk goods
into he Punjab amounts to about Rs. 13 lakhs. It will be noticed that in
100500 aud 100607 the ndien ik impots utreighed the foregn, wharas
i have in no case reached fiall the amount ol the laitel.
%‘lﬁwf thait d?:pg:-z are nearly all from Bombay, a small qu&ntify Ogly béﬁl‘g
reogi?glc.ie %:Zm Karachi and Calcutta. The accompanying tak es «°W‘§- L8
* This is sonfirmed by ..@ sqtent oriquieiss, The Politied uﬁ%&g&;ﬁﬁr‘iﬁﬁm “that thoraw ?lk
cprrudto:fghanhuu vid the Toehi route is Chiua silk of poor quality fxom Amitaar., ? oot x2

The values given above are those assi%;;ed in the Railborne Trade

3
]
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sources of thé foreign silk imports into the Punjab by rail, during the last
five years :— v :

Imports of foreign silk piece-goods by rail.

L ‘ |
i 1
Whence Imported. 1010411, | 191112 1912-13. 1913-14. | 1914-15.
; | -i
i 4 |
5 |
i Mds. Mds. " Mds. Mds. } Mds.
Bombay . . . . . 2,085 | 1,666 1,306 1,403 m
Karachi . . « . .. 41 | 120 191 487 67
Sind . . . ... 110 :
Caleutta 2 96 | 35
Others . . . . . . .o .. 13 17 l 4
ToraL . 2,128 1,092 1,510 1,807 ‘ . 877

A similar table is appended for imports of Indian goods :—

Imports of Indian silk piece-goods by rail.

Whenoe Imported. 1910-1L | 191112, | 191213, | 101314 . 1614.15.
1
1
| ]
| Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds. = Mds.
Karachi c e e 415 86 460 107
Caleutta . . . . . 101 536 59 45
Bengal . . . . . . ‘ 81 87 |
Bihar and Origsa . v j 78 59
United Provinces . % . . 26 32
Bombay . . . . . ‘l 20 71
Others . . . . . . . 5 17 8 ; 4
(Torar . | 643 817 614 | 217 { 4

It will be seen that since the constitution of the province of Bihar and
Orissa in 1912, this province has taken the place of Bengal. It appears,
therefore, that the imports purporting to come from both these provinces are
from the same source, v:z., Bihar and Orissa, and presumably consist of tasar
silk cloth manufactured in Bhagalpur or other weaving districts in that
province. Calcutta still supplies a small quantity of manufactured silk,
which in 1911-12 reached the considerable figure of 536 maunds, valued at
over Rs. 83 lakhs. The whole of this amount went to Delhi, which city,
indeed, ordinarily receives the bulk of the imports, both Indian and foreign.
As regards silk m@nufactures, therefore, the centre of trade appears to have
shifted from Amritsar to Delhi, though the former still retains its old posi-
tion as the centre of the trade in the raw material. The trade in manufac-
tured silk is, however, still very considerable in Amritsar. One merchant of
that place (’B. Ganga Ram Radhakishen) stated that he imported Rs. § or
Rs. 6 lakhs’ worth of piece-goods annually from Bombay. He purchases
direct from the importers of that city and t rough them receives both Chinese
and Japanese piece-goods, besides importing from Bengal and Benares. He
states that he sells Rs. 2 lakhs’ worth of Chinese goods, and an equal quantity
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6f Japanese, in addition to Indian manufactures worth Rs. 1 lakh from
Bengal, and the same amount from Benares. According to this merchant,
although the Chinese goods are the best the Japanese are sold in the greatest
quantity, though the latter frequently do not come up to sample. The most
valuable asset of the Japanese goods is their finish. It is said that plain
Benares silk and plain Japanese silk of the same quality cost Re. 1-4 and
Re. 1-12 a yard respectively, but that in spite of the higher price the Japanese
article is preferred, solely on account of its superior finish. This is the case
even though the Benares article is popularly supposed to be pure silk, whereas
the Japanese goods are under suspicion. Benares silk is however sold in
very considerable quantities, especially schappe and plain silk at Rs. 20 for
12 yards, which is said to be much used instead of the locally-woven daryai.
Benares khappans (cloth for covering the bodies of the dead) are also sold in
Anmnritsar. They are made of stiff thick silk and cost Rs. 3 for 34 yards.

In Multan Japanese silk cloth sells at 12 annas to Rs. 2-8 a yard, accord-
ing to quality. It is imported vi¢ Bombay. Handkerchiefs of. Japanese silk
can be purchased in the bazar for as little as 3 annas each. Delhi is, however,
the chief centre of this trade. In that city no weaving now appears to be
done, but very large quantities of imported silk goods are sold. In 1913-14
out of a total import by rail of 2,124 maunds of silk piece-goods into the
Punjab, 1,286 maunds went to Delhi City, 753 maunds (or practically the
whole of the remainder) going. to the territory between the Sutlej and the
Jhelum, which includes Amritsar, Lahore, and Multan. In 1912-13, when the
total import into the Punjab was exactly the same as in 1913-14, the propor-
tions were very similar. The leading merchants in Delhi appear to specialize,
i.e., one imports only European piece-goods, another only Japanese and
Chinese, and a third only Benares goods. It will therefore be convenient to
treat each of these lines of import separately. -

1. European piece-goods—The largest trade is in mixed goods from
France, but there is also considerable demand for plain or
embroidered satin and damask from Switzerland, France, and
Italy. Silk flowered grenadines are imported from Switzer-
land. These are made of cotton embroidered with silk flowers,
and sell at Re. 1-4 per yard of 50 inch width. Many kinds of
cheap French mixed goods are sold :—cotton shot with silk
costs 13 annas per yard of 32 inch width, cotton striped with
silk 9 annas per yard of 18 inch width, and plain green silk
sells at 12 annas for a yard of 138 inch width. Green silk cloth

_—from Switzerland is made in 16 inch widths and costs Re. 1
/" peyard. Austrian mixed goods are also sold: these are of

) cottom\ embroidered with flowers of cheap silk and imitation
gold thread. Their price is from Rs. 3-8 to Rs. 6-4 for a piece
of 2} yards by 48 inches. : |

9. Chinese and Japanese goods—The Japanese manufactures are
mostly conspicuous for gaudy .patterns and brilliant finish.
All kinds are imported,” from plain cloth (generally of
bright colour) to silk embroidered with flowers "and ‘with

rinted colours, but-almost without exception the cloth is
E.hished with a gloss and smoothness which appear to appeal -
particularly to the 1\'}Jublic taste in the Punjab. The only goods
from the Bombay Mills which I found in Delhi were saris, and
these are not much in demand, the ordinary wear being petti-
coats (lenga), which are generally made from Japanese,
European, or sometimes Benares cloth. The goods from-the
Mills are said, to cost more’and to have less sheen.-  Dull effects:
are considered common, brighter colours _and pronounced
patterns being therefore preferred. 1Tt is said that Japanese:
cloth is dyed with brilliant colours in the Bombay Mills and that
this kind of cloth is much in demand. For men’s clothes Chinese
plain cloth (apparently manufactured from wild silk) is very
popular, and much worn by all:classes, This sells for Re. 1-8
~ a yard of 27 inches in dhe quality and”"Re. 1-2 a-yard of 20
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inches in a second quality. The 20 inch width is not liked,
however, though it is a width apparently largely manufactured
in China and imported into this country in considerable
quantities. Widths of 27 and 36 inches are preferred in the
Punjab, and there seems to be an opening here for some enter-
prising firm to put an Indian tasar cloth upon the market of

the same quality and at the same price, but in the desired
widths.

3, Benares dupetas and pod (cloth for petticoats) are sold in large
quantities in Delhi, especially when embroidered with gold lace.

These appear to be the only kinds of Indian silk manufactures
which are largely in demand in’that city.

9. Peshawar is the market for manufactured silk - from Meshed, in
Persia. This kind of silk is said to be very strong and durable, but is always
in plain colours and is consequently becoming less popular in competition with
the ornate and variegated Japanese piece-goods. Meshed silk cloth costs
Rs. 2-4 a yard (24 inch width), lungis (turbans) of 7 yards selling for Rs. 15.
It is generally taken by road into Baluchistan, and thence despatched by
parcel post to Peshawar, or it is sent to Bombay and Karachi and thence
received by post. Bokhara silk cloth is also recejved in Peshawar. This is
also always in plain colours and costs Re. 1-4a yard (14 inch width). An
imitation of this cloth is manufactured in Benares for the Peshawar market
and is sold for Re. 1-2 5 yard. Both Bokhara silk cloth and Meshed cloth were
formerly woven out of raw silk from Bokhara and Persia, but the high price
of Bokhara raw silk has practically prohibited the manufacture of the former,
and in the case of Meshed silk the Peshawar weavers found themselves unable
to compete with the Persian and have given up the attempt. Japanese and
Chinese piece-goods are now much in demand in Peshawar. Plain and
flowered Shanghai silk, and cloth of mixed cotton and silk, are greatly used,
while Japanese piece-goods of all kinds—flowered paj, gauze, etc.,—are ex-
tremely popular, owing to their variety and cheapness. The price of these is
from Re. 1-8 to Rs. 6 a yard and 50 or 60 shops are said to deal in these goods
In Peshawar alone. The designs are alleged to have been copied by the
Japanese manufacturers from samples of cotton goods which used to be suﬁ)~

e

plied by Manchester. It is stated that Japanese goods are distrusted in t
market, and it is undoubtedly the case that, as I have
the embroideries upon J apanese silk goods are mad
real silk. This distrust does not, however,
strongly to the popular taste.

10. From these remarks it will be clear that Indian silk manufactures
have been largely driven out of the market in the Punjab and North-West
Frontier Province by the Japanese articles. This seems to be due to a, variety
of causes. The cheapness of the Japanese goods is, of course, strongly in

myself frequently found,
e of artificial and not of
prevent them from appealing very

their popularity. The real cause would rather seem to be the lustre and
finish of the Japanese articles and their immense range of colour and design.
Hardly any of the Indian manufactures are gaudy enough for the popular
taste in these provinces, amd if this market is to be recaptured by home
industries effort must be made to supply it with the kind of silk which appeals
to the popular taste. That the market is worth capturing there can be nu
doubt : the value of the foreign piece-goods annually exported into the Punjab,
by rail and post, must be very great. Very little, if any, of the silk goods at
present made in any of the silk centres of India, however, is of the kind now
most in demand in these brovinces, and to supply.that market it will practi-

.new indust India, o
Japanese goods are the product of hand o o India. How far these

present conditions there does not appear to be much h f i
Japanese goods in the public favour. Meanwhile the ?&zowsupplantmg the

. * 1 i /
has shown itself quite unable to adapt itself to the change ?ﬁv;ﬁg 18(()1;)13%3'
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demand and appears to be rapidly dying out. It is possible, though perhaps
not altogether likely, that the present increase in demand for silk substitutes
will disappear, as it disappeared after a very short life in the Madras
Presidency : there is very little chance, however, of any change in the present
taste for lustre and ﬁnisﬁ, and unless and until goods of Indian manufacture
cin rival the Japanese articles in these points, there is very small likelihood
of an increase in the demand for Indian manufactured silk in these Provineces.

11. The export trade in silk manufactures is smal_l, the whole amount
carried by rail averaging during the last 10 years, according to the value rates
assigned, less than Rs. 1 lakh annually. It consists mainly of small consign-
ments of piece-goods to the United Provinces and elsewhere. The following
tables show the total exports by rail during the last 10 years, and details as to
the provinces of consignment for the last five years :—

| E"xports of silk piece-goods from the Punjab by rail.

Year. Foreign. Indian. TOTAL.
_ ‘ .
Mds. Mds. Mds. Rs. 7
-1905-06 . . . . . 2 24 26 16,3‘70
190607 . . . . . 2 36 38 - 23.207
1907-08 . . . . . 3 3717 . . 380 2,19,532
1908-09 . . . . . 2 174 176 1,03,049
1909-.10 . . . . . 16 186 201 1,27,166
1910-11 . . . . . 30 _15'3 : 183 1,27,936
1 01) 0 18 5O 5 59 . 64 a3
191213 . . . .. . 43 88 131 1,06,828
1913-14 . . . . . .8 59 a7 45,199
1914-15 . . . . . . 2 . 110 112 70,586
Ezports of Indian silk piece-goods by rasl.
p
Whither exported 1010-11. | 1911-12. | 1912.13. | 1988-14. | 1914.15.
. Mds. Mds. Mds. _ Mds. Mds,
Bombay Port . ° . .+ . 87 |
United Provinces . . . .| 30 - 67 . | | 50
Madras .« -« . ol e % |
Sind . . . . . . . . . | . o 83
Karachi. ‘ B v
Others . . . . . -l 36 34 - A 8t ~ ?
ToTAL B - o 88 ‘ 59 , 110 -

. ‘ t trade by transfrontier routes both from the

p T ge;fl éstz{as?Naé,:ﬁ?%gztp%‘rrontier Province. From the latter, goods are
un‘]aéed by way of Khajuri Kach to Afghanistan. In 1903-04 an export of
§’§P°r undsyvalued at Rs. 17,600, is mentioned in the Tradg Returns, but from
tba?;ear until 1911-12 no further trade of this nature is r@@@{ded- - From
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1911-12 to 1913-14 only 28 maunds, valued at a
. . " ) . ) c bout 3 9 X s
t[ ’dt;nd'gg lfn 1934-15 again no such export was recor(li{eti.uﬁgg,olv‘vt:r; l: glbml:‘-
o ﬁle Tr_on ler are larger. A small trade with Kashmir, L dck(l;ss nd
shinese ° ibet was registered between 1903-04 and 1912-13 ’Tha ste anq
l&grlstrgtthn (vive}s then changed, and figures for the trade with ansfyStl'elX (‘)i
were rcr)l iramil hrom Leh, including for the first time trade which aI;zas d 'SIi;
Kas .and the Rawalpindi route. That a considerable amount pf eports
d previously escaped registration is proved by the fact that i 915 14 25
qmun'ds of Asﬂk manufactures are reported to have been exa 1(;14;11913.14 2
frontier vid- Kulu or Sultanpur, and 231 maunds vid KashII)nOir fover the
va{ue of nearly Rs. 4 lakhs. In 1914-15 exports vid Kashmirr’ e
4‘7/_ maunds, valued at over Rs. 2} lakhs, and a small quantit aanted
Chinese Tibet. The nature of the silk manufactures exported Yo sont to
have not been able to determine. ported in this way 1
12. A table is appended showing the so i
destinations of the export trade in 191g4~15 S0 flz]zlr"ce:s 0g‘het hea;;n porqlalld the
cannot, however, be regarded as complete, for not only iZ the ir?lval ? b]i? . I?
silk by road from Kashmir to Rawalpindi probably not wholly re p'ozé Od ot
also a considerable margr must be left for silk imported a¥1d g;s rfeci bll)n
passenger train or by postat service. The table will, however ivepor" J
idea of the silk trade, though the figure for imported silk manu 'actug gener{il
undoubtedly be very much higher were any record available for f}?: véggd(:

carried as parcels by passenger train or by post.
Silk trade of Punjab and North-West Frontier Province, 1914-15.
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Silk trade of Pumjab and N oﬂk West Frontier Province, 1914-15—contd.

IMPORTS. Exporss.
e omported, | M _ e ported. | Mwmds. | Re
i |
é ) § |
Indian Raw Silk. ‘ I Indian Raw Silk. I
By Rail - ' ; By Rail - |
From - To—
Bombay . 36 ’ 13,181 Karachi . - 831 } 2,81,056
United Provinees 83 }’ 34,200 United Provinees 05 32,261
Kashmir ! 37 ' 12,167 Other placos 53 18,142
Other Places ! 68 ! 35,326 }
‘ i
Toran .| 226 04,854 ToraL | 079 | 3,31,459
. ! e
Foreign Raw Silk. Foreign Raw Silk, ? |
By Rail— By Rail . Nit Nil
From— By Road'—
Bombay . . . 4,292 17,23,730 . ’
. ) To— ‘
Karachi . . 386 1,46,784 !
Other places .+ 3 1,197 Nofxtf‘;h:::i‘:m?t 28 } 71450
By Rosd— D“’ij :::t, and 7 f 2,100
From Ladakh ." . 1,141 4,55,915 ~ Buner ) . . 1 250
ToTAL . 5,822 2?,27,626 TotAL . - 286 78,800
Torsl. OF Raw Snx 8,048 24,22,480 | ToralL or Raw Sk ],m; '«4:;;2:9*

IMPORTS. ExrpoRTS. -
Nature of silk and : Nature of silk and
whence imported. Maunds. Rs. whence exported. Maunds. Rs.
S, B S SN U o
Indian Piece-goods. Indian Piece-goods. -
By Rail— By Rail—
From all places - { Y 4,204 | To— |
;’ Sind 33 32,963
Forcign Piece-goods. ! United Provinces . 30 30,758
. ! 5
By Rail— { Other places 7 4,208
i |
i : |
From— | ' Foreign Piece-goods. ,
771 |  2,65,634 f
Bombay . By Rail—
i 67 22,812
Karachi . } To all places 2 2657
‘ale 35 ! 13,414 ;
Calcutta . . ! By Road—* '
| o :
Other places [ To g
By Road— $ Tadakh v471 287,005
From Ladakh 3 3965 | cC Tibet . . 2 1,000
ToTAL oF PIECE-G00DS 684 | 3,11,474 | ToTaL OF PIEUE-GOODS 591 3,59,001
; R S
ToTAL VALUE oF SiLK . 27,38,954 | ToTAL VALUE OF SILK 7,64,350
|

* (Indian or Foreign.)

APPENDIX.

produced n Kashmir during the last 10 years.

Statement showing Silk, Waste and (/'oqoom
Year. Silk (b Waste (1bs.). (ﬂzm coooous
e
;;;(1;05067 “ '—.M o A,' . 115,748 '74,989. 21,400
. 1064 {1906.07) . . . L 132,760 98,179 28,421
1965 (1907-08) . - -+ < 129,045 71,461 23,490
1066 (1808-00) . .+ " s . lM,2§l - 05,902 36,428
1967 (1009-10) . - * ° toa 168,168 }} 97,607 40,407
165 (10101 L 21§,749, | 125,244 37,565
1969 (1011-12) . - . 181,056 129,969 37,487
" 1070 (1912-13) . " 04,978% 73,8501 37,9214
1971 (1013-14) .o 53,6971 24,727% 33 672}
1972 (1014-15) . A 96,879¢ 73,043% 33,861
g e A T L o e Tl
containing 1,872 Reeling Basiss:
vyoL. 1. ¥ L
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CHAPTER IV.
The Silk Trade of India: Summary and Conclusion.

Raw silk exports.

1. In-the preceding pages the trade of Bombay; Madras and the Punjab
has been reviewed in detail. An attempt will now be made to give a genera!
idea of the present, state of the silk trade of India as a whole. In Table T1
of Appendix B will be found the figures for the exports of Indian raw silk.
chassam or waste, and cocoons out of British India from 1889-90 to the
present time. From this table it will be seen that it is-a mistake fo suppose
that there has been a steady decline in such exports during the last quarter
of a century. Until 5 years ago (1909-10) the variations ip the amount
exported were normal, and in that year the figure (viz., over 2 million Ibs.)
was higher than it had been since 1889-90. The following table will show
at a glance that instead of having decreased the total export has increased in
auantity during the last 40 years, and even previous to that the figure for
1864-65 to 1873-74 is subject to some reduction, re-exports of foreign raw
silk being included for the years 1864-65 to 1867-68 :—

» Exports of raw silk from India. .
Average for 10 years— =

s ibs.
1864-65—1873-74 e e e e e e e e e 2,065,272
1874-75-1883-84 e e e e e e e 1,401,025
1884-85--1893-94 s e e 1,744,109
1894-05—1903.04 P TP 1,717,601

- 1904-05—1913-14 . . T . . . . . . . 1,740,023

It will be noticed, however, that the figure for reeled silk (the most.
valuable part of the export), though it rose in 1906-07 and the following year
higher than it has reached for a great number of years, has since then beep
steadily decreasing, and for five years has been lower than at any other time
in the last quarter of a century. The value of the total export has corres-
pondingly decreased, in' spite of a fairly steady average in chassam and
cocoons, though the former of these also shows a decrease from the very hich
figure reached in 1909-10 (nearly 14 million Ibs.). The average value of the
whole export is given in the foilowing table :—

Avwerage value of export of raw silk from Indig.

Lakbs,

. Rs.

For 5 years—

188990 t0%1893-04 . . . . . . ... .. il
1894-95710 1808-09 . . .. . . ... ... 52y

" 1899-1900 to 1903-04 . . . . . . . . . 63}
1904-03 to 1908-09 C . . . . . . . 58%
190910 t0 1918-14 . .+ . . .. ... 4

It is therefore only within the last five or six years that there has been
any serious decrease in the whole export trade, less than ten years ago (i.c., in
1906-07 and 1907-08) the value having been well above the average of the last
twenty-five years. Within those few years, however, the decrease has been
starting. The export of reeled silk fell in 1913-14 to considerably less than
half what it was in the preceding year, and less than two-ninths of the amount
exported in the years 1906 to 1908. The export of chassam was steadier,
but reached a lower ficure than any recorded during the preceding ten years,
and the total-export (1,203,098 Ibs.) was the lowest since 1881-82 (when it
stood at 1,117,026 1bs.). The value (Rs. 243 lakhs) was less than half the
normal figure during the last 25 years. In 1914-15 the fall was even greater.
Only 516,282 lbs. of raw silk were exported from the whole of India during

R )

quantity in lbs., value -

ot b peamnrest figaze xeached for a century.  Sinco 1856, il fack ¢
ten years (with :hsun‘ to as little as double that figure, and during the last
than three times ¢ § single exception of 1913-14) it has regularly been more °
than three ¢ ¢S the amount exported in 1914-15. © The figure for that year:
annot, however, be taken as any indication of a permanent decrease in-the

export trade. The fact that exports to France, which usually takes 70 per

cent. of Indian raw silk, decreased b C et
. ) y 524,901 lbs. proves almost conclusively

E-ﬁ:: tl;e Wa& 1 responsible for the surprisingly Igw figure reached during‘
fall %rhar oh one the less, there has been, during the last five years, a steady
o ough 1t was only in 1913-14 that the decrease was of a really startling
nature. ‘Lhe fall during that year, however, is also capable of explanation,:
Whl(:h proves that it was due in the main to temporary causes. As has-been -
stated elsewhere, there was a serions fire-in the Kashmir State Filature in

© August 1913, very .he‘fwy Qamage being sustained. - In consequence of this,
- exports of Kashmir silk »i¢ Karachi were very much reduced .in quantity, =

and the Sea-borne Trade Returns for Sind show that exports: of -raw, silk
from that province fell from 679,641 Ibs., valued at nearly Rs. 27} lakhs, in".
1912-13, to only 260,433 1bs., valued at rather more than Rs. 124 lakhs, in
1913-14. The decrease in the quantity exported from this single source of
supply, therefore, amounted to nearly 420,000 lbs. in quantity and Rs. 15 °
lakhs in value. The addition of these amounts to the actual figures for the.
export of raw silk from the whole of India during that year would raise them -
to about 1,600,000 lbs. and nearly Rs. 40 lakhs, which are very little less than
the figures for the preceding year. While, therefore, it must be admitted .
that a decrease has become manifest in the exports of the last few years, the
abnormally low figures for 1913-14 and 1914-15 are not in the main due to
the circumstances, whatever they may be, which are causing this decrease, but.
to the particular causes shown above. = . S ET T

2. Table TIT of Appendix B shows the share borne by each of the mari-
time provinces in this export of raw silk, during the last 15 years. The -
export from Madras may be taken as almost wholly Mysore silk, while the

~ share of Sind is equivalent to the share of Kashmir silk.” It will be seen that

until 1908 exports from Bombay were heavy, whereas practically 1o silk was
exported from Sind, but after that year exports from Sind have been large
while those from Bombay have shown a heavy decrease. From this it may
be concluded that Kashmir silk was until that: date miostly consigned to
Bombay Port, but since then has been exported from Sind. * The exports from
Bombay from 1908 to the present time are probably largely Kashmir; but
perhaps partly Mysore silk. Exports from Burma are small and unimportant,
except in 1912-13 and 1913-14, when they ‘amounted to 29,211 lbs. and
94,543 1bs. respectively, as against 5758 Ibs. during the year 1911-12."

From the totals given in column 7 of the table it is clear that the decrease
in raw silk exports %as been almost entirely due to the fall in the amount
exported from Bengal. Excluding the share of that province, exports have -
steadily risen from 348,354 lbs. in 1899-00 to 1,071,534 1bs. in 1912-13. The
fall in 1913-14 has already been explained as due to the fire in’ the Kashmir
Filature. Apart from this, Kashmir silk (as represented by the exports from:
Bombay before 1908 and from Sind after that year) has shown a steady
increase, from about 56,000 Ibs. in 1899-00 to about 700,000 lbs. in 1912-13.
In the latter year it was actually considerably larger than the export from
Bengal. Mysore silk (as represented by exports from “Madras) ‘has been.

subjléct to continuous fluctuations, rising to 571,840 Ibs. in 1908-09 and falling
to 360,431 1bs. two years later. It recovered slightly in 1911-12 but fell again
t04301’,978 1bs. in 1912-13 and even lower in the following year.~ It has been

. i ;, that exports from Madras'
shown, in the chapter on the Madras Presidency, t 0orts from:- as’
;}S)Sx}v:ntlirely consigt- of chassam and cocoonS,‘eXPOYtS'OfTaW sdkhgwmg ceased’
in 1906-07.. The value of these being very. small as:¢ompared with-raw silk, -

) : gerated importance when: given in.

' ilk gain an exagge b
th export of Mysore sl g, 20 S Lo Lokl v (Appen:
o Nablo IV), This is identical with Table IIT, except that instead of
dix H, 1a . Rs. has been given.  From this it will ‘be-seen that-

L2
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Bengal, which in 1899 accounted for practically the whole of the export, sent
little more than a quarter (from the point of view of value) in 1912-13. This
table also shows that the export from Bombay and Sind is even more import-
ant in value than in quantity, having risen from well under half a lakh in
1899 to nearly Rs. 28 lakhs in 1912-15. - During the same period the value 6f
the whole export (excluding Bengal) has risen from Rs. 2 lakhs to nearly
Rs. 30 lakhs, Bengal exports having fallen from Rs. 673 lakhs to Rs. 11§ lakhs
The export of Bengal silk has therefore decreased in value even more heavily
than. in bulk, and especially during the last five years. In 1909-10. and
1910-11 the Bengal export was still more than 50 per cent. of the whole both
in quantity and in value. In the following year the share of Bengal remained
greater than that of Sind in total bulk, but owing to the fact that more
reeled silk was exported from Sind, the value of the latter’s export surpassed
that of Bengal. In 1912-13 the share of Sind was not only greater than that
of Bengal in quantity, but was more than double that of Bengal in reeled silk
and consequently in total value. In spite of the heavy fall in exports of
Kashmir silk in 1913-14, and in spite of the fact that the share of Sind was
reduced in consequence to less than half that of Bengal, nevertheless the
value of Kashmir silk exported from Sind was over Rs. 124 lakhs as against
Rs. 9 lakhs from Bengal, owing to the fact that the latter sent out only half
the amount of reeled silk exported from Sind. It is clear therefore that the
cause of the decline must be looked for in Bengal.

As regards Madras, it must be remembered that exports of chassam or
waste represent a proportionate amount of reeled silk used in this country, and
that if such exports remain steady a decrease in the export of reeled silk is
not to be regretted, since it only implies that the raw silk which was formerly
exported is now used at home. 1f, however, exports of chassam and of reeled

- silk are both found to be decreasing it is a probable conclusion that production
is on the wane. It will therefore be necessary in order to judge correctly of
the present state of production, to consider the exports of chassam and reeled
silk separately. Yor Mysore, such figures have already been given elsewhere
(vide pages 42 and 45). From those tables it will be seen that exports of
chassam did not decline when exports of reeled silk ceased; on the contrary
they have been distinctly larger since that date. It is therefore a justifiable
conclusion that the production of Mysore has not declined, but that more
reeled Mysore silk is now used in this country than was formerly the case.
Exports from Burina are recorded as being entirely wild silk waste. The pro-
portions of chassam and reeled silk in the exports from Bengal, Sind and
Bombay are given in Table V of Appendix B, exports from the two latter
ports being combined, as they are both probably composed almost entirely of
Kashmir silk. From this table it appears that whereas exports both of reeled
silk and chassam from Bengal have decreased, those from Sind and Borubay
have both steadily risen. 1t may therefore be concluded that production in
Bengal has dechned, while production in Kashmir has increased. But

.another fact, of equal importance, may be deduced from these figures. 1t will

be noticed that whereas reeled Bengal silk fell in 1912-13 to less than one- .

seventh, and in 1913-14 to hardly more than one-fourteenth, of what it was 15
years ago, chassam has only decreased by about 50 per cent. during the same
period. This chassam implies a proportionate quantity of reeled siik, which
as it was not exported must have been consumed in the country. The state
of production in Bengal must, therefore, be judged rather from the export of
" chassam than from that of reeled silk, and the smaller decrease in the former

proves beyond doubt that production in Bengal has not diminished on any-

thing approaching the same scale as reeled silk exports. The fall has how-
ever been serious enough, as judged by the exports of chassam, these having,
ds may be seen, decreased by nearly 50 per cent. in the last 15 years. In Table
VI is given a list of the exports of raw silk, chassam and cocoons, from

Calcatta, extracted from the Silk Exports Lists published monthly by D. N.
Bosu. As the quantity is reckoned in bales it is impossible to make an exact
comparison between these and the official figures, but they corroborate each
other as to the heavy decline in exports from Calcutta. A bale of silk con-
‘tains about 150 lbs., and a bale of chassam about 300 1bs. A

A few words must be added as to the ‘deVstihafiony ot the raw silk which f

l.eaves India. From the table given in Appendix B (Table VII) it will be
Seen that France takes the buik of these exports. 'the demand from the
- United Kingdom appears to be declining, while the quantity exported to

Ttaly is never very large and fluctuates considerably from year to year. The
same is true of the demand from the United States. . In the case of these
countries, any increase in export to them from India probably results more
from the partial failure of other sources of supply than from any regular
demand for Indian material, and this is certainly the case as regards the
export of cocoons to Italy. Belgium, Ceylon, and Egypt have occasionally
taken considerable supphes—mostly of waste—from India, and Turkey in
Asia used to be a fairly regular, though a small customer. . Exports to that
country have now however almost ceased for a number of years past. = =
‘3. The decrease in exports of lndian silk manufactures has been even
more noticeable than'that or raw suk. in the case of the latter, it has already
been shown that although Bengal silk has steadily tallen, other kinds of
Indian silk have partially replaced it. In the case of manutactures, both
Bombay and Bengal have shown a marked decrease; though the latter has
been the most afiected, the former having exhibited an upward tendency
during the last eight years. Magdras exports were very low between 1904
and 1908, but since then have been steadily rising, reaching in 1913-14 a
higher figure than any since 1900. Exports from Madras are, however, com-
paratively small, amounting at the most to less than Rs. 1} lakhs, and aver-
aging during the last five years less than Rs. 1 lakh. The increase in these
exports, therefore, has but little effect in staying the steady decline in exports
from India as a whole. Exports from Sind ana Burma are insignificant, and
consequently there is nothing to replace the exports of Bengal and Bombay.
"T'able VII1 of Appendix B snows the exports from India for the last 30 years.
It will be noticed that the decline has been practically unbroken during that -
period. In 1893-94 exports from Bengal amounted to over Rs. 18 lakhs, from
Bombay over Rs. 5 lakhs, and from Madras nearly Rs. 1 lakh. Ten years
later, in 1903-04, exports from Bengal had fallen to Rs. 6 lakhs, and from
Bombay to less than Rs. 1} lakbs, while those from Madras were still over
Rs. 2 lakh. In 1913-14 Bengal exports were valued at less than Rs. 2 lakbs,
Bombay at over Rs. 21 lakhs, and Madras at nearly Rs. 14 lakhs. The very
small total reached in 1914-15 1s, of course, partly due to the war. It cannot,
however, be altogether ascribed to this cause, for Bombay and Madras exports
were far less affected than those of Bengal. The last mentioned amounted to
less than Rs. 1 lakh, showing a fall of about the same amount, whereas
Bombay and Madras exports fell only to rather over Rs. 13 lakhs and rather -
under Rs. 1 lakh respectively. This will be seen clearly. from Table IX,
which gives separately the exports from these ports, according to the official .
figures, during the last fifteen years, and Table X, which gives the exports of
silk piece-goods from Calcutta during the last twenty years, as shown in the
monthly Exports Lists of D. N. Bosu to which reference has been made above.
The export formerly consisted almost entirely of silk piece-goods, but -
mixed goods have recently shown a tendency to increase, while piece-goods
have heavily fallen. The United Kingdom is still the largest importer, bp’c
whereas in 1893 she received-over Rs. 13 lakhs’ worth pf piece-goods, in.
1913-14 the amount was only a little over Rs. 15 lakhs. Mixed goods now go.
mostly to Tunis and Aden, which countries receive articles averaging over -
Rs. 4 lakh a year each. The Straits Settlements and Natal also import some
quantity of these goods, and these countries and Aden take (a;fterf the United
Kingdom) most of the .exports ol silk plece-goods.? ..I?rarme,'Ayabla,~‘ Persia
and Turkey, which formerly fmported large quantities of Indian manufac-
tures, niow take very little. ~Details of the countries of)ﬁnal destination and
the amount export’éd to. each will be found in Table XI of Appendix B. -
- aits Settlements, and the Malay Peninsula, as also
Exports to Ceylon, the Straits h
R d North Africa, which combined amounted to more than two-fifths -
to Natal and Nor in 13-14, were despatched almost entirely from

of the total quantity 11 1ment to Aden-was sent by Bombay, as was also

Madras. The heavy consign

the bulk of the exports to France and to Arabia, while those fo the United

v
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Kingdom and the United States came from Calcutta. It is cléar, therefore,
that the countries which are now showing a tendency to increase their imports
of such goods from India are mostly those which are supplied from Madras,
and these markets (Tunis, Tripoli, Algeria, Natal, etc.,) are probably still
capable of considerable enlargement. '

Imports by Sea. Raw Silk.

4. Table XII gives the total imports of raw silk into India by sea during
the last 26 years. It will be seen that these have, during that period, only
once been less than 11 million lbs. and only six times less than 2 millions. On
one occasion (1895-96) the figure has been over 3 millions, and in 1912-13 was
over 31 mildion Ibs. On the whole there has been a slow though fairly steady
increase, as the following averages will show :— :

lbs.
Average Import for 10 years ending —
1859-60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,322,049
1878-79 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,066,657
- 1888-89 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,082,077
1898-99 . . . . .. ..o e 2,482,148
1908-09 . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,808,838
Average Import for b years ending— .
1913-14 . . . . . . . . . . . 2,566,729

Whether any of these imports recorded as raw silk were really silk waste,
and if so how much, cannot be determined, as the figures for waste were not
separately recorded until April 1912. Since that date, however, Bombay
imported 104,315 lbs. of waste in 1912-13, a small quantity also going to
Madras; 73,558 lbs. in 1913-14, both Bengal and Madras also receiving small
amounts during that year; and 130,252 1lbs. in 1914-15. The bulk of the raw
silk goes to Bombay Port, as will beseen from the following table :—

Imports of raw silk.

I I
S 1909-10.  1910-11. ] 191112, 1912-13. 1913-14.
e | | , ,
_— | 1bs. e 1 Ibs. lbs, lbs.
Bombay . . . . .| 1980548 ‘ 1,844,646 * 1,807,463 | 2,906,167 | 2,018,801
Burma . . . . . 344,687 271,832% 393,080 | 549,750 453,171
Madras ., . . . . . ; 1,454'; 38,000 119,925 91,642
Snd . . ... 3,378 1722 | 553 2,905 8
Bengal . . . . . _ 1,572} 2’145';
Torar .| 2,330,185 | 2,121,799 : 2,239,106 | 3,578,837 | 2,568,720

-,

The sources of this import into Bomba and th i
taken place in its nature have been fully dis)(,;ussed.elsisvsﬁzlr'l(;g.es Tvﬁglﬁaktlit;g

imports have also been reviewed. The small uantities Yecei ;
- . : ties
e i r gl e s s
i 161011 Lo 1915 s, (. 10 gy, iy uthern Rusia,  These anountad
| 1910-11 to s. (Rs. 10,496), in 1911-12 to 541 Ibs, (R :
1912-13 to 1,858 Ibs. (Rs. 15,560), but no i ‘ 8. (Rs. 5,410), and in
subsequently recorded. Russig,n-'l‘m];;ggm'ts from that country have been

g - also sent i

‘to Rs. 38} lakhs. Meanwhi
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value second to, though a long way behind, those of Bombay. They are
received mostly from Shanghai, Hongkong and the Straits Settlements.;—

Imports of raw silk into Burme by Sea.

Imports from 1909-10. 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13. 1913-14.

1bs. Tbs. Tbs. 1bs, lbs.

China (excluding Hongkong and 204,269 160,083 153,190 302,458 ‘272,259
Macao). .

Hongkong . . . . . . |° 31,856 81,121 110,975 118,703 | . ~ 56,751
Straits Settlements . . . 103,073 117,588 125,119 96,930 92,108
Siam . . . . . . S .. 3,645 23,730 20,920

Indo-China, ete. . . .. . . 160 §
Japan . . . . . . 5,489 13,040 7,929 2,133
ToraL . 344,687 271,832 393,089 549,750 453,171

Rs. Rs. Rs. Re. |. Rs
China (excluding Hongkong and 9,98,028 3,18,916 9,43,777 | 17,16,602 14,89,227
Macao), ) . . :
Hongkong . . . . - | 1,90847| 444743 654,603 | 820951 | 397,514
Straits Settlements . . . . 5,32,321 5,89,795 6,43,136 4,671,676 | r:i:3‘4,360
Siam - . . . . . . .. e 14,580 " 85,310 1,03,012
Indo-China, etc: . . - .| .- e 992 T
Japan . 28,776 64,852 | .. .44,650 | 16,361
 momar .| 1760872 | 14,18,306 | 22,567,080 | 31,44,189 | 24,40,474

Silk Manufactures. e

5. The value of the manufactured silk goods imported into India by sea
during the last thirty years is given in Table XIIL The increase is here -
very noticeable, such goods having nearly trebled in value during that period.
The chief countries of consignment are given in Table XIV an the ya}uQ ,‘,’f
the imports from each at intetvals of five years during the last two decades.
Tt will be seen that very great-changes have taken place during that period.
In 1893-04 the United Kingdom and Hon kong between them supplied
Rs. 120 lakhs worth of goods, out of a tota. V’alue of Rs. 182% lakhs, and
France supplied half of the remainder. Japan’s goods were valued at only
Rs. 2 lakhs, being surpassed by Shanghai, Belgium, Italy, the Straits Settle-
ments and Germany. In 1913-14 Japan sent goods worth nearly ‘RS' 145
lakhs, Hongkong goods had fallen to Rs.,25 lakhs, while Shanghai had risen

; : ile the constgﬁmeni(:is frgnlaz th2e4§uﬁlktﬁg ﬁlr;lagd;?i .

' khs; French goods, at Re. 24} lakhs, remained*
}f]aaglfag::a 30 I.GS; }f}]lznllt?;iy28alllaé Germany showéd l;;;ﬁe increases, risihg to
Rs {9 lakhsy and Rs. 221 lakhs respectively. Thus Japan an:‘df_‘ thna, wérd
resiaonsible for Rs. 209 lakhs ot of Rs. 310 lgkl;sortwo-thlrdi prfd tﬁ;%?h}?l% v
and the United Kingdom, instead of suppl nzf mOl‘feihan fa lfl d, : it di
twenty years ago, supplied only about/ one-twelfth of the total import, = -
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-

The following table shows the probortions of the different kinds of goods
included under the head  Silk Manufactures,” at intervals during the 15
years from 1870 to 1885, and from 1898 to 1913.

Imports of silk manufactures into India by Sea.

: Goods of ‘
Thread ; Silk Piece- | silk mixed | Yarns, noils 1 Other
— for sewing. . goods.” with other | and warps. |  sorts. ToTAL.
, materials | ;
- e , i |
—— . e - _i
Rs. ‘ Rs. Rs. ‘ Rs. (\ Rs. Rs.

1870-71 . . . .. C 40,717,712 1,56,874 I | 20,682 42,55,268
; i .

1875.76 . . . 14,400 :  67,99,189 2,92,050 . ‘ 3,022 70,88,661
: . . !

1880-81 . . . 10,273 ' 1,17,51,443 17,34,714 | . { 7,408 | 1,35,03,838
| ‘
' !

188586 . . . 56,136 ©  94,42,414 15,73,325 l 18,685 | 1,10,90,430
189899 . ., . 4,100 | 89,24,006 |  34,14,673 } . 12,3854 | 1,36,17,934
1903-04 . . . 26,741 | 1,21,16,081 33,617,271 I .o 28,24,627 | 1,83,34,720
190809 . . . 13,706 | 1,45,55,830 43,05,915 38,660,884 © 11,392 § 2,28,13,727
1913-14 . .v . 20,115 |, 1,91,84,760 69,52,676 45,81,700 2,74,140 | 3,10,13,205

Silk yarns, noils and warps were not differentiated in the returns until
1905, and consequently must have been included under the heading “ Other
Sorts.” It will be noticed that goods under this head rose from Rs. 20,000
in 1870 to Rs. 281 lakhs in 1903, evidently in consequence of this inclusion.
The very heavy increase in mixed goods is also noteworthy. While silk
piece-goods rose during these forty-three years from Rs. 403 lakhs to nearly
Rs. 192 lakhs, mixed goods increased from Rs. 11 lakhs to Rs. 694 lakhs.
The shares taken by the various provinces will give some indication of the
extent to which these different kinds of goods are used in each. Imports into
Bombay have already been dealt with in detail, and inasmuch as Bombay Port
supplies not only the Presidency but a large portion of India, the nature of
the demand in the Presidency cannot be directly deduced from the nature of
the import. The very large increase in the import into Bombay of yarns,
noils and warps for the use of the Presidency and the Punjab is, however,
particularly noticeable. In the Burmese import the most noticeable feature
is the small amount of mixed goods as compared with piece-goods of pure
silk, as is clear from the following table : —

Imports of silk manufactures into Burma by Sea.

é
" Goods of ‘ ' :
—— + 8ilk Piece- | silk mixed Yarns, noils | Thread for Other Torar.
goods. i with other | and warps. sewing. sorts.
i materiala.
~ 'i o
Re. | Ra Rs. R. | R Rs.
l o ' '
1909-10 . . 48,06,711 ' 2,32,161 2,545 . 4,263 | 42066 | 50,87,746
Tl . L L 4397,123 | 3,53,085 229 5,071 10772 | 47,66,260
10112 . .. 5241080 2,66,046 8,852 2,974 | 10,984 | 55,38,805
! .
191213 . . . 64,10,688 | 5,168,038 20,157 4,129 77,818 70,28,828
W14 . . . 5485707 . 667,536 31,167 2.539' 55273 | 62,12,222
i j
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In Bengal, on the other hand, mixed goods are a great deal more in
demand than articles of pure silk :—

Imports of silk inanufactures into Bengal by Sea.

Goods of :
‘r ilk Piece- | silk mixed | Yarns, noils | Thread for Other OTAL
- - goods. with other | and warps. sewing. sorts, J
materials.
Rs. © Rs. Rs. Rs. ’ Rs. Rs.
190910 . . . 4,21,875 7,71,240 "40,830 | 3,300 29,070 |  12,66,315
- H .
1910-11 471,357 | 13,342,946 77,426 ‘ 2,759 31,110 | 19,25,598
1911-12 .. 348,008 6,97,135 72,059 | 3,560 35.536 | 11,56,388
1012-13 .. 2,80,949 6,91,816 96,169 | 7,268 42,987 |  11,19,189
191314 L. a3 873506 | . 152479 | 2,966 | - 76,940 |  13,69,042
! L _

i iece-goods imported into Burma are almost wholly Japanese.
Thesgl;?niléﬁtgéeiz %909-10 t% nearly Rs. 464 lakhs out of Rs. 48 lakhs, and
in 1913-14 to nearly Rs. 51} lakhs out of Rs. 54} lakhs. Of the remainder,
imports from Hongkong have risen from less than Rs. § lakh in 1909-10 and
1910-11 to over Rs. 1} lakhs in 1913-14, and imports from the rest of China
average about Rs.  lakh. Goods from the United Kingdom have increased
from about Rs. 1 lakh to nearly Rs. } lakh in these five years, and imports
from the Straits Settlements average about Rs. % lakh. Mlxe% go‘(l)dls ]:ﬁnfm
to Burma mostly from the United Kingdom, having risen from Rs. 1 lakh in -
1909-10 to Rs. 4% lakhs in 1913-14. German goods of this nature average
Rs, } lakh or o4ver, and about the same quantity 1s often received. from
Beigium Considerable supplies of this _kmd of artitle were also recgived 151
]913-14'f1:om Hongkong and the Straits .Settlemgnts. Yarns, anBle ? an
warps are now received by Burma almost entirely from German};] an ] %mlg’
the latter being perhaps of Swiss manufacture. Calcutta, 013T the other 3,1111 ,
receives almost the whole of iﬁ ilmporrlg }:)_J; t}l::sseo:?ﬁ?cklz lfrglxlx; c:;g:né 1?1' ix:;atﬁz

i i rom Italy. is has onl _ urir
&,‘;%nttvlv? o(l?'ofllxllf:sge ;lsa(;‘sf: before tyhat, Ttaly supplied the major portion of the

import and Japan’s consignments were very small. The supply of mixed

aoods and piece-goods into Bengal shows greater variations and may be given
o] ' )

in tabular form: :
: - _ Import into Bengal.

Goods of silk mixed with oth°r matericls.

SR
912.13. | 101314 | 191415
i 1910-1L. | 191112 1912 -
Country whenoe imported. ; 9l
N ) .
- Rs. Rd. Rs.. ‘Res. . RBa
1,02,224 12,006 | 8151 | 360282° 41425
o ng?om - 2,74,690 96,020 | 101,710 | 110,226 1,490
Gﬁrm&n . . . . 'y 3y ‘ .FK . ‘

’ 47,561 1,318 7,338 53,042 | -
e | Joases | armese | 432060 | 209,051 | LSS0z
R o 1,70,195 01 | 4se1 | 121870 | 207,228 |
Italy J .. . N . 0 s 1Y ) el |

tri S 44,507 8024 18,78
chor countries . . _
Tomar .| 1342040 6,097,135 “’91’315

you. 1II.
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Import into Bengal—contd.
8ilk piece-goods.

Country whenee imported. - 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13, 1913-14, 1914-15.
Rs. Ras. Rs. Rs, Rs.

United Kingdom . . . . 97,402 1,27,760 1,23,663 | 1,10,783 1,12,039
France . . . . . 1,25,325 26,422 34,875 8,024 13,184
Hongkong . . . . . 24,960 30,112 13,118 24,162 29,790
China (excluding Hongkong) . . 15,001 44,642 16,296 20,860 23,661
Japan . . . . . . 1,77,104 1,00,694 74,956 74,364 38,456
Other countries . . . . 31,565 18,464 18,052 24,969 7,223
ToTAL . 4,71,357 3,48,094 2,80,949 2,63,152 2,24,343

The United Kingdom, therefore, seems to be holding its own in this
market, both as regards mixed goods and silk piece-goods. France shows a
very heavy decline, and the German mixed goods are not markedly on the
increase. The most unusual feature is, however, the continuous decline in
the import of Japanese silk goods, while the imports from that country have
~ increased in almost every other port in India. From the comparative insigni-
ficance of these imports as a whole, it may be presumed that country-made
silk goods are still mostly worn in Benga{. Tﬁere has been no very great

increase in the total quantity of silk goods imported into the province, as the
following figures will prove :— -

Average import of silk manufactures into Bengal.

Ras.
From 1899-1900 to 1903-04 . . . . . . 10,80,000
From 1904-05 to 1908-09 . . . . . . 12,80,000
From 1909-10 to 1913-14 . . . . . . 13,60,000

Previous to 1900 imports were, indeed, actually greater:—thus in
1893-94 they amounted to Rs. 13 lakhs; and the average for the five years
ending 1888-89 amounted to over Rs. 12} lakhs in piece-goods alone, other
goods in addition, to the value of several lakhs of rupees, being received every
year. The demand for foreign silk goods in Bengal does not, therefore, seem
to be very great, nor does it appear that any increase is to be expected. In
Burma, on the other hand, while the present import does not appear to be as
great as it was thirty years ago, nevertheless an upward tendency has been
clearly visible during the last few years. From 1885-86 to 1888-89 the aver-
age import of pure silk goods amounted to about Rs. 621 lakhs. In 1893-94

it had fallen to a little under Rs. 563 lakhs. The averages for more recent
years are :— :

Rs.
Average from 1899-1900 to 1903-04 . + " 1 nearly 38% lakhs.
Average from 1904-05  fo 1908.09 over 47 ’
Average from 1909-10  to 1913-14 nearly 563

It has been stated elsewhere that imports of Indian manufactures from
Madras into Burma by coasting vessels have very seriously declined of recent
years, and it may be assumed that these increasing supplies from Japan have
been gradually replacing the Madras goods in that market. Imports inte

8

" Sind closely résemble those received by Bombay and do not need detailed cén-
.:i]éle(i;tl?osgy Tisley consist ordinarily of mixed goods te the value of Rs. 2 to
Rs. 3 lakhs, chiefly from Germany, and from Rs. 1 to, Rs. 2 lakhs of silk _plecei
g‘(x;ds mostly from J apan, the United Kingdom and France. The value o
1mpor,ted‘ wavrps, etc., rose from about Rs. 45,000 in 1910-11 and 191‘1-;2 to
over Rs. 2 lakhs in the two following years. These are received from bmtzer-:
land Iéaly the United Kingdom, Germany and France. The chief features
of the tradé of this port in silk are (1) the increasing import of m1xeddgoodii
especially from Germany, until 1914-15: (2) the decline in piece-goods, an
o 11y of the Japanese import in these articles, which fell from over
eng) eilla lgkhs in 1910-11 and over Rs. 13 13411;1;% 1{14_the ({ollolwmg ygafist% };35,3
han a ' -13, only Rs. 31,000 in -14, and only about Rs. 5,
~ gallz)ﬁ%]gl Hlt'fcleglll?vg?l’eothg import of such goods from the United Klpgdom

has remained steady. ' ‘ . o
nding points of the present import trade of India
' ‘111‘{0 sggulflgc’t;l;zso:rt:t?l) thg 5henomena1 increase in’ imports fr(l)lm 1.1] %Pan'
11} s'llk oi ce-goods : (2) the increase of such goods from Shanghai, w. 1£ how-
of silk Plel ga ncc;very of the position held by imports from Hc(;ing on% ‘nﬁ
former yeats : 3) the heavy fall in imports from the United King 011111, wb ich
g(())I;IVI(I;II(;I? ex?::si; qualified by the remark thati'; a rlsn?Slg it:l;ggngxegsg 0331;
i : (4) a great increa ] :
e ed dugngmt;,]: la:;df?: aﬁ‘i?glses (()f)all iinds from Italy : (5) the grgwuﬁg
s‘?PPllfid fb }; nfil;ced géods and for yarns, noils and- warps <’i an;lo liﬂﬁf; s‘) a'fn 3
gl?ll:ﬁnqua(:ltity of articles of any of these kinds imposted 1n

Bengal, and the noteworthy fact that imports into the latte® province d(? not

manifest any serious increase.

Mercerised Cotton Yarn. s .
. ) ts into India by sea, an attemp!
6. Before leaving the subject of .1mpo(1;h s:1 o Tndia by s, on attampt

' : xtent to whi | : ave % Lo
mst; be made to eSt%]aétet;tl,lai 'eimport of mercerised cotton yarn 11ntou]3£:1§l;
i_lpgp the Isziggtin 1914-15 to over 13 million Ibs.  The principal so

ndia amo

ply were, as will be seen from the accompanying table, yJapan and the,
su 'y .
UIII)ited Kingdom.

LY

lJ mcroemed cotlon yarn tndo British Indw, 1914-14. - .
Imports | |
Somba, to Madras Ports. to Harachi, Into Calcutta. TOPAL.
I In
From Into y Parts. nf ) ) »
.
.| lbs. N
he Rs. 1 e Bs. 1bs. l :uo lb:.l X mz,ow . 7 .
. o718 69,974 1,51,349 103,085/ .82, 23_ ol 50 r90‘ 84 ‘ |
+ United Kingdom 781,088 } 12,63, ;i ) N | ' l' .8:, 00( |
. . et ds g
Japa 704,836 10,85,068 e . ) i i 7%11.8368» ‘0.‘ »lb,m‘“ "
apan . . 268 11,160 12,128 . . 800 300 ‘ 5ﬂo | A:,a:;
Wl " . . 40,084| 52,400 N E 58,8 84 t. .‘“
Switserland; . 38,600 3,782 . . . .a("q lv o] 0.:
o ‘ - - — . ‘00969 2,42,809 ' 1,450' 2,350 | .,778,877 ‘S‘T,Sl,m
24 23427411 smsﬁ 1,08,474 | 160, 1 ot X ‘ 8 l 7.61,464
p ,580,8 )14
TOTAL {1 X '

| e ey ; show the
) : d, previous to 1914-15, to show the
i ¢ hat there is R0 T9COT, its growing use in several
anItgtl; g?ftolfit;m;?gclte importedl,1 buli;1 ;Dcxg‘i’n‘z; t;satgt%ere%l -
u M so 2 - . -ne
grovinces it may be a’i_s;ﬁdyz;;s; The chgap;leSs of the article, combi
i increase 1n o ind of artif ilk, remders it the -
siderable tl‘;l:n th as compared with anynz‘al;rket. T must be noted also that .
Wltht lts‘; tab%e silk-substity!S ontlfil'l"e country Free of duty. TﬁeredlS,' 1:201; :
most acc A is : it AP AT IO
| i t enters L} but raw cotton and cotton
alone of silk-substitutes 1 _manufactures, but raw CovER oL Ll
T a,ll Cotton ails erCRTis dQOttOﬂ‘lﬁ caﬂs ‘me; d =
o yaTh iztg;:;pt from customs ﬂ“’“’iﬁiﬁ"’"ﬁ%’mre: dnty on oIl Kiids:
twist and y&gle ahe ad. Inview of the fact by ‘(.i‘s"'ﬂf'(l'hlféﬁﬁb@‘?h
g?(:?fkt:gt}asﬂl: substitutes i8 noW ‘7#‘93:‘@- T w2l

as been a con= "

artificial silk, rerrders it the
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cérised cotton should not alse be subject to a similar duty, since it is undeniably-

used as a substitute for sitk. At present it gains an advantage which recom-
mends it in the market even more highly than would otherwise be the case,
and the popularity of cloth manufactured from this material, both among
Europeans and Indians, is likely to lead to the institution of new concerns,
like the * Vijay Weaving Works ™ of Ahmedabad, solely devoted to the
manufacture of this kind of cloth. So far as 1 am aware, no cotton yarn is

mercerised in this country, but the process is a very simple one and apparently .

the necessary machinery could easily be obtained. If there is no obstacle in
the way there can be little doubt that a factory of this nature would find a
ready market for the mercerised yarn produced by it. - As has been seen, the
value of this kind of yarn imported into India amounted in 1914-15 to over
Rs. 274 lakhs, which is good evidence of the extent to which it is used in this
country, and there is very smail fear of the consumption of this article decreas-
ing. Details of the use of this material in India have been given elsewhere,
bug it may be remarked here that to judge from the small quantity received by

Calcutta the use of it is not extensive in Bengal. It will remain to be seen

whether the imports into Calcutta increase in the future. -

Artificial Silk Yarn.

7..Tt has been stated elsewhere that no separate figures are published in
the Sea-borne Trade Returns of the imports of artificial silk yarn into India,
and there seems to bé some doubt as to the right head under which they should
be classed. In Bombay such imports are said to be recorded under * Haber-
dashery,” and in Madras under * Articles not otherwise specified,” though
in any case they pay a duty of 74 per cent. IFrom unpublished records kept
by the various Customs Offices, however, it appears that the amount imported
_ is small. During the eleven months from April 1914 to February 1915 the
total value of such imports into Bombay amounted only to Rs. 1,52,260.
Similarly the imports into Karachi for one year amounted invalue to
Rs. 64,000. No artificial siik is used in the Madras Presidency and imports
of this material into the Madras Ports are nil—or at any rate entirely negh-
gible. A small quantity reaches Caleutta, as the following table will show :—

Linpofts of artificial silk yarn into Calcutta.

‘wetted, and the fact that'it issaid to be almost impossible to dye it a usiform

Year, From United Kingdom. From Ttaly. TOTAL,
1bs.” - Ras 1bs Rs. 1bs. ;r Rs.
191213 . . . 73 681 .. s 73 ' 681
1913-14 . . . 488 . 945 660 868 1,148 1,813
1914-15 . . . ‘ ... . .
1915-16 . M . 851 573 PP . 851 573

According to the values here assigned the price of this article has fallen
from over Rs. 9 per 1b. in 1912-13 to less than 11 annas per 1b. in 1915-16.
This can bardly be correct, especially as elsewhere in India the price is
universally said to have risen since the outbreak.of war. The quantities
imported are, however, very small and the exact value is unimportant. From
- these figures it appears that the total imports of this material into India
cannot amount to more than from Rs. 2 lakhs to Rs. 2} lakhs a year, and this
is probably a fairly generous estimate. Of this amount 75 per cent. is said
to go to the Punjab, where it is used in some quantity at Amritsar and
Ludhiana. The source of supply is said to be France and Switzerland, but
most of the import into Caleutta seems to be from the United Kingdom, and
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_ s 1S 15 ce also.of th v and Karachi supp

In Amritsar the price 1s said to have risellz ?fﬁ?;n%g zn?oI%sm;‘hleS:%?hin

}3 On}bay itself the figures are put at Rs. 2-2 and Rs, 6. It is. 'ngt ‘used in
.Selmres. 1t is said that a very smafl quantity—estimated at Rs. 1,000 value
a year—used to be received there from Switzerland, but it was found very
weak and useless when wetted and in consequence none at all is now used. -
It 1s therefore practically only in the Punjab that it is employed in»aIl);' :
quantity, and the natural defects of the article and the small total import
into India lead to the conclusion that there need be no fear of its becoming a

serious competitor of natural silk. These defects are its loss of strength when: .

colour. Under such circumstances, though a small quantity may be used for
embroideries, or for the weaving of particular classes of articles—ribands -
and the like,—there is not likely to be any great demand for it for the pur- -
pose of regular weaving, and as a substitute of real silk it is not of sny great
importance. : e e

DL

Re-exports. . S e

8. A certain portion of the silk imported into India, both raw and manu-"
factured, is regularly re-exported to other countries. The following table
shows the average quantity of raw silk disposed of in this way :— S

' - . ~ Lbs.
For five years ending 1874-75 RS 01 3% 7[R
For five years ending 1879-80 . . . .. 175868
For five years ending 1884-85 = . . . . . 160,196
For five years ending 1889-90 . . . o 109,272
For five years ending 1894-95 . . . . s 116,593
For five years ending 1899-1900 . . . P 75,922
Foi* five years ending 1904-05 - A .o T8,01R
For five years ending 1909-10 S . o 80,943 ..
Yor five years ending 1914-15 . N 522 2

In 1914-15 the total amount was only 14,305 lbs., as against 21,371 lbs..
in 1913-14, but this decrease cannot be avtributed wholly, or even mainly, to
the influence of the war, since the quantity re-exported in 1911-12 was only
17,014 lbs., though it rose again in 1912-15 to 56,155 lbs. It appears there-
fore that India 1s rapidly losing her place as a distribusing centre for raw
silk. The trade was never, however, of great value. From 1889 to 1893 the .

total re-exports amounted to 1rom Rs. 34 lakhs to Rs. 4 lakhs : they are now.

valued at Rs. % to Rs. 1 lakh. Re-exports of silk manufactures are of con-
siderably greater value, and in these an increase is apparent. Table XV
of Appenaix B gives the figures for the last quarter of a century. It will be
seen that the total amount, after remaining steady until 1896-97, then experi-
enced a sudden drop, again remaining fairly steady until the last two years,
when the figure has again risen to 1ts old level. On the whole, therefore, the
increase in re-exports of manufactures has more than counter-balanced the
decline in raw silk, and the extent of that increase can be judged from the
fact that the average yearly value in the five years 1885-86 to 18$9~90 was
only Rs. 4 85,000, whereas during the years 1909-10 to 1913-14 it was over

1 1e whole of this trade is borne by Bombay Port, only
Rs.7lakhs, Pracaet ¥ t'é?l“éf the trade in re-exports of raw silk falling to

and variable porti ¢ il , ,
?hznigrgno% Karachi gnd Rangoon, and in silk manufactures to Calcutta and

"as, i iti orts above-mentioned: Raw silk so re-exported
Madw;sl, mogel:(si(iiltilggytgo tgfe pfjnited Kingdom, but to judge from the assigned
gexllera gh?s must be almost entirely silk waste. What really appears from
Zl? ue{s_i es to be reeled silk, goes principally to Muskat Territory and to\A’.den-

eva uez endencies. Re-exports of manufactures are mainly silk piece-
gg(?dsl tfhe Zlilantitv of mixed goods dispos;:_d Olf in ;g(l)sr zzgy ?ﬁ;&g %)grﬁjf;m;ilg
small. jec most entirely -exf bay,
irgagkieﬂ’f,hteseﬁifa;%o&)‘gir?z;r;l which in 19){2-13 and ‘1913—14' received over .
o . ) A )
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sne-fifth of the total re-exports of this nature. Considerable quantities ai'e
c.‘:1111:0ﬁf'elcleived by Natal, é)anzibar, British E;zst Africa, and other ‘places
“within the British Empire. The accompanying table shows the total re-
exports of silk manufactures in 1913-14, and the principal countries of final
destination, and for the sake of comparison the same details are given for
1893-94, io show the direction of the trade twenty years ago.

Re-exports of silk manufactures (including yarn)

4

Exports to 181314 1893-94.
Ra. ’ Ra.
United Kingdom . . . N 25,545, 5,449 -
Gibraltar . . . 55,185 ’ 65,349
Bahrein Islanda . . . 01,935 veee
Ceylon . . . . . . . . 87,240 86,015
Straits Settlements . . . . 24,960 ' 15,049
Natal . . . . . . ! . 98,100 ) 16,729
Yanzibar and Pamba 1,02,265 63,861
East African Protectorate . . . . . 66,210
Aden and Dependencies . . . . . . | . 12,405 l§,954
Malta . . . . . . . ‘ . . 5,010 36,207
Mozambique . . . . . . cave 18,833
Egypt . = . . . . . . . . . ~ 9,686 97,830 )
Mauritiug . . . . . . . e 16,666
France . / . . . . 15,300 1 5,351')
“Ttaly . . . .. 31,650 1,769
Muskat Territory . . R . . . 1,856,355 ceve
Arabia . . . . . . . . 4,440 - 03,127
Persia . R . . . . . . R 76,750 . 1,36.770
Turkey in Asia . . . . . . 24,9156 26,108,
Japan. ., . . . . . 30,480 vene
Portuguese East Afrioa . . . . 25’566 e
German Fast Africa . . . . . . . 21,315 s
Tunis and Tripoli . . .. 10,3056 vee
China .o . .o 14,100 12,474
Other places . . . . . . . . . ) 23,760 11,158
GraND To'.r{u, . 10,085,380 7,08,777
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and the Shan States. The following tables i 0 ,
1909-10 and 1913-14 :— g tables give details for the y

Frontier Trade of Burma,

ears 1904-05,

1 1904.05. 190910, 1913.14,
Tmports from = ————
jl Raw. l\imac- Raw, Bg?:df-ae- )B.aw M:-:ru:ic-
‘ ) i Mds Rs Mds Rs. * T Mﬁ,
W.China . . . 1115 790 35 3’297 Ra
8. Shan States . 4 | . 92446 75 40,660 178 47,‘-026;5
SSem . . L, 1| 127000 8 | 21875 | . .. 6,26,03
N.Sam . . | 2. 1,0005 . 52,500 161,507
Torar QuanTiTY IN MpS,! 1,132 I 195 871, 103 2,775” ~—--2.;.9‘
e I
Torar varveixRs. . | 4,568,600 | . 4,19,241 3,87,751 3,12,600 | 12,684,030 8,33.658
f 100405, 1900-10, 1314
Fport e ;wh SRR R S -
~ ! Raw. M:nmt;fda‘o« Raw, Mtt:-:f[w Raw., 315‘?:1;3{&9_.
R R S A
W.China . . .| = s kot B M e
N. Shan States . . | 1| sues T3] Ligine vl s
S.8han States . . 65 | 458274 98 | 298018 @ | 5771
N.Sism . ., 27 | 1,65,674 40 | 255865 6 | 1,08317
8.8am . . | . 4808 | .. 1,20,786 . 60,900
Keruni ., . 22,764 e 19,190 : 6791
Torax, quantrry 1v Mps. 93 575 { 158 ’ | 601 , 118 " 401

3
TotTAL VALUR ¥ R, . 46,287 7,75,922 j , 87,817 [ 8,08,870

e e e oo,

80,738 { - 8,28712

On the Burmese frontier, therefore, imports of silk exceed exports at the
present time, but no information is available as to the nature of the raw pilk
imported. On the Bengal and Assam frontiers the import trade is very
small, and consists almost entirely of manufactured silk. Occasionally, how:
ever, small imports of raw silk have been recorded from Nepal, but as to the
nature of this silk also no information is available. -The trade by these routes

N

is as follows :—

T'ransfrontier Trade.

9. Trade between Bl:msh India and foreign countries by land routes is
carried on over the frontiers of Burma, Assam, Bengal, the lxunjab and the
North-West Frontier Province. Details of the two Tast ’
have been given elsewhere. Of the Burma trade the most noticeable feature
is the growing importance of imports, angd particularly of imports of raw silk.
The countries with which this trade is carried on are Western Chinsg, Siam,

ast-mentioned provinces

 Frontier Trade of dssam. o * |
Imports from ’Mai;uinctuzed. [ Manufpotured. { Mpnufao@uredl [ M”“fmumd N
' . o005 | e | s f COMWHaE T
R | o Bs s
mnim . . . . @7 IRY RN 3
Bhutaw . , ., , T ' o
Torar, = ’ T ueT S 2T
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10. It is now possible to estimate the total amount of silk imported into
and exported from India by all routes. The tables which follow explain
themselves. They give all exports and imports of raw silk for the years
1904-05 and 1913-14, and show that the balance in favour. of imports has

90
_ Frontier Trade of Assam—contd.
E 1904-05. 1909-10. 1913-14. | 1914-15.
Exports to B |
Rawe | red,| RoY: Lﬁ?&‘é&. Raw. | e, | BO% | oo,
l ; S IR N
} Mds. Rs. Mds. \' Ra. Mds. ! Re. Mds. Rs.
“Bhutan . 103A 15,674 68 ' 11,762 1,257 T 3,76,768 1,304 4,40,004
Towang 8,468 f 1,116 2 E 2,343 2 1,516
Aka and Dafla Hills 10,425 ' ! 548
Abor, Mishmi, ctc., 330 i 1,500 e \ va
Hills. | |
Manipur 330 .o ]‘ ..
Hill Tipperah 500 . !
PR -—i e i | e ———— g o }
TOTAL QUANTITY IN 103 68 I 1,259 .. 1,306
Mbps. o o \ -
TOTAL VALUE IX Rs. 15,403 | 35,727.| 9,266 ! 14,378 | 2,99,679 | 3,79,111 | 3,12,575 | 4,42,087
.

The enormous. increase in exports, both of raw and manufactured silk,

to Bhutan during the last two years is remarkable.

The increase in 1913-14

is ascribed by the Director of Land Records and Registration partly to the

fact that large purchases were made for the Maharaja of Bhutan.

The still

higher figure for 1914-15 appears to show that the cause is not merely a tem-
porary one; it is ascribed to the fact that the Bhutias were encouraged to
visit the plains in larger numbers on account of the high prices prevailing for
ponies and the larger demand for cattle.

Details of the Bengal frontier trade follow :—

Frontier Trade of Bengal.

risen very greatly between those dates.

»

@

Balance-sheet of Indian Trade in raw silk, 1904-05.

- Imports. Exports,
Ibs. Ra. Ibs. _ﬁRT' o
Sea-borune. Sea-borne.
Into Bombay 1,580,881 58,56,879 | Foreign Re-exports—
,»» Burma 263,839 13,88,375 From Bombay 52,757 1,39,813
,» Sind 7,988 | 64,599 »  Sind . 1,765 8,016
,» Madras . 4,823 27,955
, Bengal 1,778 3,313 fomse ki _._lf'i’:"_zi
ToTAL 1,868,709‘ 73,41,121 | Indian Raw—
Transfrontier. From Bengal 408,376 |  31,74,131 |
Into Burma 93,390 4,56,600 » 4Bombay' 97,942 | 10,75,050
. Assam Indian Chassam— |
,» Bengal From Bengal 427,319 3,906,061
,» North-West Frontier 24,997 : 60,600 ». Bombay 43,536 68,512
,» Punjab . 153,262; 14,69,27i »» Madras 272,188 1,88,077
TomaL . [ 271,649j 19,86,475 , Burma 8,312 8,307
GRAND TOTAL 2,130,358 | 93,27,596 | Indian Cocoons—
Deduct Exports . | 1418478 |  51,99,504 from Bengal 02,800 62,050
Balanee . ‘ 711,880 | 41,28,002 o Madms l 2190 17787
I Torar . ’ 1,343,663 |  49,69,975
! T'ransfrontier. /
/ From Burma - 7672 | ~ 46,287
,' . Asam .. I 8497 ’ 16,403
; ‘ » Bengal . i )
,» North.West . 3,062 14,300
Frontier.
,» Punjab . 1,072 4,400
. ToravL 20,293 80,890
GRAND TOTAL ' 1,418,478 | 51,99,594

' 1904-05. 000, | 1m1aaa, 1914-15.
n
Imports from : ) ‘
Manufactured. @ Manufactured. ) Manufactured. Manufactured.
R _ : | —
Rs. f Ras.
Nepal . - .? “ e e
| 4 .
Tibet 2,500 | 4,080 | 1,800
. !
Bhutan 1,607 .- f 60
} —
| .
Torar 4,107 4,080 1,860
- I _ I
, |
1904-05, 1909-10; © | -
Exports to ‘ ‘; 1013-14. 1914-15.
 — |
Manufactured. | Manufactured. 1' Manufactured . Ma.m;factured.
s Ras. Rs. { R
Sikkim . . . 11,619 IL410 | 150 e
Nepal . . . 19,255 2378 | 360
Tibet . . ‘ 32,081 2682 | 96,207 36,247
Bhutan 15,857 !'
> ; 2,651 1,760
R [ 14* - T .
Totan 78,792 40,603 ] 990,398 38,367
J -

N.B.—Maunds have been reduced to lbe. at the rate

unless otherwise stated,
VOoL. II.

/
of 1 maund =82} Ibs., both here and elsewhere,

!

N

~
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. | .
Balance-sheet-of Indian Trade in raw silk, 1913-14. - . , | - 9‘3 . S e
" against less than 13 million in 1904-05. A balance sheet, for the year 1889-90
Imports. : Exports. will be as follows :— S - dalance heey Tor B ”yr r ey

ths, Rs. Ibs. Rs. ~ - : ‘ Balance-sheet of Indian trade in raw silk, 1889-90.%
Sea-borne. Sea-borne. : -
—— i ) . Exports. -
Raw Silk— Foreign Re-exports— : ‘ ' : Im[{orts.
From Bombay . 20,261 99,541 ! ; -
Into Bombay . .| 2018901 | 96,67.845 . Seaborne— - . 1bs. Yba.
» Sind . L} 1,110 3,580 : P T : .
» Burma . . 453,171 24,40,483 Forel ilk . B e 61
’ Torar . 21,371 | 1,03,121 EREWER o e e e e | T BER0A6T neAaL,
» Sind . . . .6 9 ) . Indianrawsilk . . . . . . . . . .. L 2,089,762
Indian Raw— ‘ RRE R : :
» Madras . . 91,642 4,81,306 From Bengal . ’ 52,961 4,635,055 Transjrontier . . . . . L . . : 45,024 ) o Tiilg 5RE
Waste— » Sind . 107,261 | 10,63,485 ’ . : - | —
Into Bombay . . 73,558 1,10,473 | Indian Chassam— : _ . Torar . 2405491 .4 2:209,607
) From Bombay . 71,380 76,300 ~ . - |
» Bengal - . . 660 870 : . e A7
. Bengad . 444,680 | 3,63,813 \ ‘ Deduct Exports 2,209607 |
» Madras . . 4,854 4,205 . ' N |
s Sind . . 112,408 |  1,38,325 : - Balance . wssst |
Toran . | 2,642,792 | 1,27,05,281 : :
» Madras . 256,066 |  1,75,776 . , . R
Transfrontier. Ao - . During the last quarter of a century, therefore, imports of raw silk fromw
A \ » Buma . 24,543 22,059 all sources have risen from less than 2% million lbs. to nearly 3 millions,
into Burma . . . 228,937 | 12,64,030 Tudian Cocoons exports have fallen from 2,200,000 to 1,340,000 lbs., and the net import 1nto
o Asam . . . . From Bombay . 2,032 3,364 India has increased from less than 200,000 lbs. to over 1% millions. ‘
: ' ‘ nce-sheets for the trade in silk manufactures follow :—
»» Bengal . . . »»  Bengal . 74,271 88,280 - Balance-shee b ) . i :
- ) de in manufactured silk 1904-05.
» North-West Froutior | .. . , Sind .. 10,764 62,005 Balance-sheet of Indian Trade in manufact
", Punjab . . . 9,410 | 491,221 » Madras . 15,832 15,680 Imports. Exports.
Toran . 320,347 | 17,55,251 Toran .| 1,203,008 | 24,74,142 ' v
Seqa-borne, ' Rs. = Sea-borne. Rs.
GRAND TOTAL . 2,863,138 | 1,44,61,032 Trunsfrontier ) Foreign Re-exports—
Into Bombay . . . . .| 1,49,15,721 From Bombay . . . . 5,84,882 -
From Burma . 9,570 59,736 o - .
Burma . . . . .. 42.87,810 , Burma . . . . - 9,305
Deduct Exports . 1,344,960 20,57,068 ,»  Assam . 103,909 2,99,679 ? ' g
Bengal . . . . . 14,35,025 » Bengal . . . . 4,673
Balance .| 1,618,178 | 1,15,03,06¢ ,» Bengal . . " ” . . :
, LoSmd . -« e of 33a893f , Smd. . . . . 2,262
» North-West 7,012 21,250 . ’ ,
Frontier. ' : . Madras . .. . . .| 208388 , Madras . . . .. 820
BET) Pull]aab . . 40 ‘ ToTAL . 2,11,81,502 TOTAL .' 6,01,942 .
. « ) : Indian— "
Toran . 120,491 3,80,705 Transjrontier From Bombay . - R 1,34,749
- GRAND TOTA . ,344,960 | 29,57,96 Sl
: TAL 1,34 9,567,968 Into Burma  « . . = - = 4,19,241 » Bengal . . . .| 57639
! ] 1 ‘ . 687 , Burma . . . .| 0 4471
It will be seen that exports by transfrontier routes, which amounted to . Assam . .+ -+ ‘ ’ o R
20,000 Ibs. in 1904-05, had risen to 120,000 lbs. in 1913-14, in consequence of ‘ Bengal . . . - = 4,107 no, Sind . e e I
the great increase in the Assam trade to which reference has been made o . Madras .« . . o] 14992
alread It 1 ble that th North-West Frontier - . . A ” . coT L ;
already. It is also noticeable that the total exports have only fallen by about » : o : «
h . . A . ‘ 1 e : Torar . ° 7,30,602
70,000 lbs. in these nine years, but that their value has decreased from almost L Punjab . . e - . R
Rs. 52 lakhs to Rs. 295 lakhs. This is almost entirely due to the decline in _— T 4240351 Transfrontier. - | - N
exports of raw silk and the substitution of chassam and cocoons. It is note- From Burma .. . e .| 775922
worthy also that imports by transfrontier routes are on the increase, having GRAND TOTAL . | 216058871« ol ssaem
risen from Rs. 4} to Rs. 124 lakhs in Burma. Imports over the Punjab fron- . T o s S ’
tier have, it is true, fallen by nearly Rs. 10 lakhs, but it cannot be doubted that , Deduct Exports . | 22248051 ., Beagal ... e ) 78,792
this is largely due to the acm'den_t in the .Ka.shm;r Filature. Thga full result‘ls . Balance . | 1,0380.642 | .  North-West Frontier . . 7
that the net import of raw silk into India is now more than twice as great in o S SN
quantity and nearly three times as great in value, as it was only nine years B ‘ o Pumjab .o el T
ago. This is considerable enough to rouse anxiety as to the tendency of pro- ‘ S R © 7 Toran .| 0 8,92,351
duction in India, but if we compare the conditions prevailing at a still earlier . . . |  GRAND TOTAL .| 268

date, we find that the present increase is thrown into an even stronger light.
Imports by sea were in 1889-90, it is true, even greater than in 1904-05, but

: 11 : i f India
exports by sea amounted during the former year to over 2 million lbs., as % Vide © Diotionary of the Econ‘c;mw Products of In
T - ) . ' for transfrontier trade have been taken.

i

» (G, Watt), para. 2168, from which the figures

N3
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Balance-sheet of Indian Trade in manu/acturéti silk 1913-14.
Imports, Exports,
Rs. Re.
2 a.haene Sea-borne.
Into Bombay . 2,26,05,030 | Foreign Re-exports—
, Burma . 62,12,222 | From Bombay . 9,34,929
» Bengal . 13,69,042 »» Burma 12,631
,» Sind ~6,60,681 » Bengal . 19,043
», Madras . 1,66,316 » Sind 37,482
ToraL 3,10,13,291 » Madras . 1,387
Transfrontier. ToraL . m
Into Burma . 8,33,666 | Indian—
» Assam . 3,680 | From Bombay . 2,31,2756
» Bengal . 1,860 »» Burma . 956
»» ‘North-West Frontier » Bengal . 1,90,310
» Punjab . 2,448 »  Sind 300
ToTAL 8,41,653 »» Madras . 1,45,261
GRAND TOTAL 3,18,54,944 ToraL .| 568102
Deduct Exports 132,49,981 Transfrontier.
Balance 2,86,04,963 From Burma 8,28,772
»  Assam 3,79,111
»  Bengal 99,398
»  North-West Frontier . 4,000
»  Punjab 3,65,226
ToraL . 16,76,607
GRAND TOTAL .| 32,409,981
In some respects the changes in this trade resemble those which have taken
place in the case of raw silk : there are, however, certain noteworthy differ-

from Rs. 4 \
over Rs. 3,10 lakhs.
lakhs, and adding the
which in 1904-05 amo
lakhs, the gross impor
in value.

upon the looms, or it m
takes place in the cou

ay imply an incre .
ntry. On the other hand, the fall i production may

unted to Rs. 2,35 lakh

t of silk of all kinds be;

The Silk 1 ndustry.

have so increased that

> SXPOTts as a whole have | over
On the other hand, i p whole have increased by

3 to nearly Rs. 8} lakhs

manufactured silk, the net 1mport,
§, now amounts to over Rs. 4,00
ng in 1913-14 over Rs. 4,63 lakhs
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have been greater than the rise in imports, and less weaving may now be doié
than was formerly the case. Estimates of production cannot, at the best, be
very satisfactory and actual figures as to the output of Bengal and Mysore
silk are impossible te obtain. For making such estimates practically the only
materials available are the figures for the area under mulberry cultivation
and the census figures. The latter are, of course, no direct gulde_ as to the
production of silk, but they supply information, more or less reliable, con-
cerning the present and past state of the weaving industry. From a recent
mulberry census taken in Bengal, the area under mulberry now appears to be

as follows :—

Quantity of mul-
. berry lands given | Quantity of old Quantity of new
Districts. up within the mulberry lands, mulberry lands.
’ last five years. .
Acres. Acres, Acres.
Murshidabad . . . . . . . 2,121 3,028 96
Bibhum . . . . <« o« . T 138 932 26
Rajshahi ’ ... 21 365 330
. . . .
Malda . . . . . 1,751 13,459 311
- N P
ToTAL . 4,626 17,784 763

m this it appears that in these four districts the present area .under
mulngl-‘x?;rn gxllllltsivatigrll) is 18,547 acres, whereas about five years ago it was
22,412 acres. In addition to this, mulberry is also grown in certaip other
districts, though to a smaller extent. Although no recent mulberry census
has been taken in these districts, the area was, according to enquiries made

in 1910-11, somewhat as follows :—

/ Acres,
Midnapur . . . . 400
Hoogly (Arambagh) . . . . . . . 60
Burdwan (Kalna) . . . . . . . . . 85
Nadia . . . . . . . . c . B0
Bogra « .« .+« o« o+« . .. s

) -acres. If we allow for some decrease during the last five
e ?ﬂ ?}?g;t gii(zr?gts also, the total area under such cultivation in Bengal
we:sr?n 1910-11 about 23,000 acres, and i.s now about 19,000 acres. Fig_ures
for Mysore have been given elsewhere (vide page 44). If that estimate is at
all correct, the area under mulberry cultivation in that State was in 1909-10

bout 69 500, and in 1912-13 over 67,000 acres. _One estimate puts the
aresent a;'ea. ét only 32,000 acres, but, as has been pointed out elsewhere, the
Y ilable evidence does not support the conclusion that t&ere has been so
ﬁval aa fall during the last two or three years. The estimated prodqctlon of
r:?vvysilk (excluding chassam), based upon the mulberry area, will be as
follows :—1In 1909-10 the area in Bengal was about 23,000 acres, which shopld
ho roduced some 115,000' maunds of cocoons, or 700,000 lbs. of raw silk.
1\:[;,ve 1}; " with nearly 70,000 acres, should have produced about 2,000,000 1bs.
T 1zrso was also some production in the Punjab, but no figures are available for
th e in question, and the amount of raw silk produced can only have been
oy e total quantity of raw silk must have been, therefore, accord-
very t;(s)mac}-l an estimate, about 2,700,000 lbs. In 1914-15 the area in Bengal
ing biu t 19.000 acres, which ought to give 100,000 maunds of cocoons, or
was a. Illb of raw silk. In the Punjab 500 oz: of seed were distributed:
?70"000hici. the outturn cannot have been more than 5,000 lbs. As regards
rom whi f we accept the low estimate (viz., 32,000) of acreage, the outturn
Mysﬁi‘el,)é about 960,000 Ibs. If, however, we accept a higher estimate (say
28)800 acres) the outturn would be about 1,500,000 Ibs. It will, perhaps, be ,
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safe to estimate the production of Mysore at from one to one-and-a-half
million pounds. Adding the Bengal output, we get a total of from one-and-
a-half to two million pounds of raw silk. The decrease between the years
1909-10 and 1914-15 must therefore, on this reckoning, have amounted to
-about 750,000 lbs. In the former year Bengal exported about 320,000 lbs. of
reeled silk : in 1914-15 neither exports nor imports were normal on account
of the war, and it is safer to take the figures for the preceding year. In that
Kzar exports of reeled silk from Bengal amounted to a little over 50,000 1bs.

adras registered no such exports in either year. Deducting these exports,
the decrease in the amount of raw silk available for home consumption
amounts to about half a million lbs.

It remains to discover how far this decrease has been balanced by in-
creased imports from foreign countries. This may be done in the following
way. From the balance-sheet already given it has been seen that the total
import of raw silk during 1913-14 was 2,963,139 Ibs. Of this 79,072 lbs. were
silk waste and must be deducted, leaving a tota] of 2,884,067 lbs. of reeled
silk. Exports of raw silk (excluding chassam and cocoons) amounted to
302,084 lbs. The net import of such silk was, therefore, 2,581,983 1bs. In

1909-10 imports and exports of raw silk (excluding chassam and cocoons)
were as follows :—

—— Imports. Exports,
- Seq-borne, Tbs, Ibs.
ndian . . . . 501,135
Foreign 2,330,185 72,617

Transfrontier.
Burma . . 71,857 13,117
Punjab . 9,670
North-West Frontier. 825
Assam 5,610 .
ToraL . 2,411,812 593,304

w silk in use, which, had it
weaving industry.

12. The census figures support the view that, . ndh
declining. A comparison of the figures for 1901

the weaving industry is not
and 1911 gives the following

result :—
]
1901 i 1911,
Silk carders, spinners o
and weavers, makers | Silk spinners and
of silk braid and weavers.
thread, l
]
Madras . 65,126 f 74,773
Bombay . 51,080 44,137
Burma . 34,029 18,621

97

’! 1901, 1911,
Silk carders, spinners

i and Weavers, makers | Silk spinners and

of silk braid and weavers.
thread.
48,783
Bengal and Bihar and Orissa . . . . . . | 36,050 { .
Central Provinces 16,623 19,454
Punjab and North-West Frontier Province . . . . 14,113 ‘ 13,957
United Provinces 12,657 16,044
Assam 568 1,717
Mysore 4,307 . 2,478
Kashmir 1,280 5,724
Others 2’621 3a123
er

GRAND TOTAL . 228,443 J 257,249

N.B.—Local States and Agencies are included in the provincial figures.

increase in 10 years amounts, therefore, to 28,806 persons. During
the s:}lnz llf)leriod cotton-zveagrers (hand-loom industry), and those engaged in
cotton spinning and sizing, increased from 5,460,515 to 5,966,468, or by more
than half a million. How far weavers who use a small amount of silk but
are mostly dealing with cotton material are included under either of these
heads, it is impossible to say; but it is evident that the hand-loom industry is

not on the down grade. - The Provinces and States which show a decrease in

n d in silk weaving and spinning are Bombay
: 1166%ggpeﬁlfl'fmge?s—mll;zogf;g%unjab and North-West Frontier (—156); and
Mysore (,—1 829); while all the remainder show an increase, which is greatest
inythe case of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa (+21,171); Madras (+19,647); and
Kashmir (+4,444). According to the census figuref; for 1911, the chief silk
districts now are—Murshidabad (27,338), Tanjore (22,444), Benares (15,044)

- distrots (13,209); followed by Mandalay (9,903) and Chingleput (9,545).

rat and Chingleput, the industry is certainly flour-

ishing, and liiriage?hgl; supports the%onclusion that the number of persons

géd in the various processes of silk manufacture 1s on the increase. Of

E}I:g ar%ma.inin districts (Murshidabad and Mandalay) I have no definite

information %ut the very heavy decrease in Burma as a Wholq during the 10

between 1901 and 1911 makes it probable that weaving in Mandalay is

‘yfarsd lining. If the census figures, however, are at all trustworthy, the

a ?f tec in India is in a sufficiently flourishing state, though where Bengal
;gwu:ill‘g was once largely used China silk has now frequently taken its place.

eaving which is carried on in the chief silk

13 ?goﬁ,ai)t;; eﬁiﬁ:svmi th% Punjab, has already been described. A
o 0‘1 Do added of the silk-weaving industry in Benares, the chief
o deffalls gl'ay (in this city a leading merchant estimated the value of the - .
centre 11? 111 dlaéarl to be more than Rs. 4 lakhs, about one quarter of this
raw silk sold y q {he rest China silk. This, judging from the number of
being Bengal an n under-estimate. It is said that more raw silk

be a .
persons employed, must formerly the case, though inasmuch as the
t:h%?;vo?sfgel:ilge&z?ié} l;?,ﬁlg ?IS‘OII(I) Bengyal, the use of that kind of silk has

] : used is “ Minchow ” China silk, but Malda
declined. 1Hallf t?:eﬁu?lgg:it}éoﬁogle maml.facmre of fine saris, valued at from
sill is stil exfogseacg except when a white weft thread is required, in which
Rs. 50 to Rs. o e loyed for the reason that it submits to t}}q process ‘of
case Chmab:;t,erlihanpthe Bengal product. The Minchow silk’ is re-reeled

:1183 cs};il?sgfor Re. 21 per seer (of 80 tolas), the “ Stock ™ Chop being apparently

In Tanjore,
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the favourite. Kakaria at Rs. 16 and Meang at Rs. 15 are also larﬁely used,
as also Hoing and Chinese Steam Filature Silk, the “ Double Butter y Chop”
of the last mentioned kind costing Rs. 13 per seer. Malda silk sells for
Rs. 18 per seer. Only Malda and Minchow are said to be used for making a
warp, and Minchow 1s preferred, being stronger and better recled. Two or
three lakhs’ worth of mercerised cotton, and one lakh’s worth of spun silk are
also said to be sold in the city. Recently a sample of Kashmir silk was sub-
mitted to a merchant for his opinion, and (if that opinion is trustworthy) it
was found to be better than Minchow, the place of which it might take were it
supplied in sufficient quantity. In a separate quarter of the city cheaper

good§ are manufactured. Here plain spun-silk cloth is woven, besides a
certain quantity of pure Malda silk and an inferior cloth manufactured from
a Malda weft thread on g

spun-silk warp. In spite of the fact that one of
the chief of the merchants in this part of the city is a member of the Com-
mittee of the Central Weaving Institute, fly-shuttles have not apparently been
adopted, at any rate in any

quantity, and the plain spun-silk cloth is woven on
the ordinary type of loom. The adoption of such a device should greatly

increase the output of this class of silk cloth. It is to be noted that in
Benares, as elsewhere in India, Minchow appears to be exactly the kind of
silk required for warps, and here, where Malda silk is required chiefly for
this purpose, complaints are heard of the inferiority of Bengal reeling. The

conclusions arrived at will therefore be much the same as in the case of the
Madras Presidency.

Winding and Winding Waste.

14. Most of the raw silk in use in India contains, in its imported state,
not only a quantity of waste but also many variations of quality in the
thread. Re-reeled China silk contains no waste and few variations of
quality, whereas other kinds contain a large percentage of waste and many
gradations of thread. Tt is consequently necessary, before the silk can be
used for making a warp, to eliminate the waste and separate these qualities.
This is ordinarily effected by giving the silk to professional winders or
sorters, who unwind the raw silk and rewind it according to quality on
separate reels, at the same time extracting the unwindable waste. The cost
of this process appears to vary in different parts of India. In the Madras
Presidency winders ordinarily receive from eight to 10 annas per Madrasi
seer (i.e., 24 tolas). Tn the Bombay Presidency, at Surat. the wages are said
to amount to Rs. 2 per Bombay seer (i.e., 72 tolas) or slightly more than in
Madras, while in the Punjab, at Multan, the rate is stated to be from Rg. 2
to Rs. 3 per seer. In Ahmedabad it is said that the girls and women engaged
on this work are paid at the rate of from Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 a month. There are,
moreover, two different methods of making payment :—in some places, as at
Salem in Madras, pavment is made on the weight of the raw silk, as it is im-
ported and before it is wound, the whole of the silk beine returned, in the form
of several reels of different qualities of thread and a ball of unwindable waste.
by the winder to his employer : elsewhere, as at Surat, the winders get paid
only on the total weight of the various qualities of wound silk, the unwind-
able waste being kept bv them as their verquisite. The number of qualities
into which the raw silk is divided. and the amount of each kind. also appears

to vary in Adiffarent nrovinces and accordine to the skill of the individual
winder. Thus in Amritsar. where

. > a great deal of verv coarse silk is used
(Methra, Susa, Sikka, etc.) the silk does not appear to he ordinarily divided

iff : ; e unwindable waste (suf) being extracted.
The Chinese silks used (H owng and Meang) contain a considerable amount of
such waste, but Yarkand verv little, Tn Multan, on the other hand, China
silk is divided into four aualities, viz., (1) weaving silk, fetching Rs. 17 per
seer : (2) thread, used locally for coarser weaving : (3) coarse thread. used for
rough sewing : and (4) waste (called suf, radi. or charram). Tn Peshawar,
‘China silk is separated into four qualities of windable thread, in addition to
waste. Of these the best is used for re

. _ gular weaving, the two next qualities
for making lungis, and the last and coarsest for purposes of embroidery. It

is, however, unusual for more than four different qualities to be obtained

L

of the fact that the real price of t
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jor some 500 families, or about 2,000

(including Waste).t dI?O &agg;;eg,egv (};zrghis work on behalf of the melifha;ntg
D K ambak report%e silk is ordinarily divided into four qualities, t fz vs;t
of Kumbakonam, q “nice” and “mota ” respectively, and the two tt,parseof
fiast S flerme Lhesra or sidhirai. From .Chmese silk the 1()’{3 or ;;)11(118 &)
classed together zﬁies are said to be (1) five-eighths, (2) two—elti s, ind (3)
the different 10 . ichth. In good Mysore or Malda silk only oge ola o
and (4 together Onf? -engd Tt is. however, admitted that very skille l_zvm ?1 ib v
T b(131 Oll;aniity of even finer thread than the first qua 1fy (?]1;_01-1
e inod. IO| Qalem Kakaria is divided into four qualities, o t":ll 1t0
e obtalnedf. neaving and the fourth is waste (shedaram), amoun ;egter
e e usedll i rrv a local seer (24 tolas). Kobip is said to ci)nt,%mmaﬁgkonam
twontfitf;,ﬂg% 2;3;;; but re-reeled Shanbur;g illkbxégr_xg }?;n%}llﬁg 2 : ;1 bakonan

e ’ i ] 1 0 4 ~ . ]
ghe proportion O]f Yivas(tj%ilr?ails etf)ll‘a]ss ltf?inchow% to one tola. In Lpzl]p?vgrglrll(xl,
Japanese } fola, Ineo how silﬁ 11 tolas of very coarse thread is obtair :’t d
out of 24 tolas of Mine Ot,e Mal2da silk contains less, the total quantity o
thehsitlrlne %Ir;(ghnfﬂ?vfriggiblé waste amounting onéy t:no(ile ;)1rs (t)wciv tl?;}fms élrllaiveg
such threa : ) ostima
% E}llqls ) an%rsslslic}vfggts ttl;ﬁe arlr;ﬁ)llllJI‘l)tr %f waste as from £ of a tola to one tola
Kumbakonam, w!

™ The quantity of waste in Mysore silk apparently varies greatly
in such siik.

dine to the quality of the silk, but ordinarily there appears to be from
according f: :

en more 1
bout one tola to two or ev
3aryi so greatly from place to place t

1 i however
94. Estimates of this nature, T,
nhat they are not only unreliable, but also

t generally very cayeful‘t,o
hants concerned are no .

seem to show that thf meI:;e thread and waste with any exa(.:tltu(tal, in ;I))llge
reckon the amount 0 he raw material varies cqns;dera, y ac

f such thread and waste contained 1n 1t.

i i i iously used. In the North-
ined in this way 1s variousiy d.

The coarsedthlie?)(fi glrﬁgtl'cr)lfdexl'y is done from silk of t;us ﬁﬁ?;g’i ﬁ;ﬁ:
Canton great e.am etc.) being used for the sars pl(lir%ost .a certain quantity
Cantm}l‘ Slu({i (gﬁz%n’lritéar and also from A}ImI%g?ﬁ:n‘ al1slo tukmas are manu-

. . T, n
?: ;}1152 (ﬁbd in Amritsar and used lo%%]:)this D arpose two threads, dyed black,

factured from such coarss threac. r of these are loosely tied and ornamented

are twisted fogodie? andbiarﬁllm:ﬁd little balls, brightly dyed, of silk waste.

. i d are used
it sllvgr 1ﬂ§r§?g ’sglgsisn the bazar fol(’l fl%(’;‘}‘l f:;dr itso c?g;nagfllnﬁ; %Iilting oft the
These article in, this kind of thr facture
i t; agaln, b nouth, and used for the manufactu
as earrings. In_Sura ds with the mouth, an . ed' for
the ends with thread is dyed and used'fo
waste and knotting In Coimbatore coarse Kine and
h coats. 1n in its natural state for packing

of vankra or roug It is also used in 1ts né Do indust

: inges to cloth. In Conjeeveram a regular industry
making fringes ilk or cloth. In -girdles (for
tying bundles of ra;gdlsllcltlf This is the ma,nufa%cturgroifrec?;gdilg‘iimpbs by
eentres r",‘mdnggf.sggrments) and offsashe:;i a'lI)‘(l)l:t gllllg-lsixth of an inch thick,
tying mens U ds into the form of a co of a specially constructed
twisting the threads tter involves the use ol a Specia ™ £ coarse
but thegman“facmre . rthies }iarst made of ordinary Vt"l‘fa‘;;i Sllsuinkt):rt (;)ed to be,
miniature loom. A wa (I))f course, only as broad as gns S o066 MATTOW 26
quality. This warp ii}z to 2 inches. The loom ls1'11§1 1 (i)f t}elgead extracted from
i.¢., ordinarily abou}% r the weft, the coarsest qua» yis made in the cloth. The
to resemble a toy. .1(1)( is used, and a rough patt&‘:;h od to the frame. These
Chinese or Bengal & ulated by four pedalsg e sometimes provided with
weaving process sst{;%e yards in length&aner:if; woven of silk dyed a Ted
sashes are abou s, they are benarp T loft loose 50 as to form

. d-girdle e w
ockets. Like the cor the threads of the ¥ ntities and very comi-
golour, and at each end factured 1n lagiilgu;aste is mostly sent to

ing to the quantity o

- ticles are manu in .
" frllng\?v.org }ilr?s:h:rMadm*? PreSIS%?in%} sgilxlxvging. It is q,lso-use(%) 30{:3;1y :)1;.
ir;)c;n go mbay Mills, where 1tn (1118 1}113 de into the balls (qlhq{ngz)fg;; rgglki :g k arsysels
Multan, where it 18 dyed a qed, with waste ends of %, Iéeih’ receive about 10
on ukmas.  1n Sult:gt lt'flslf;l winders of S?rgtn?:z tb; Wh:ly;l it is sold to the

worn on coats. m the local banias, D RS P

g,]iﬁf;s 2 forl thlsfwv??ﬁiirgo waste and of very coarse thread 1s, of v
Mills. The value 0 e

voL. I,
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very low as compared with the fine qualities of silk, and though (as has Leen
seen) there are many uses to which these articles can be put, it is obvious that
the actual cost of any kind of silk is very much enhanced if it contains a
large percentage of such material, the quantity of silk suitable for fine
weaving being correspondingly smaller. This point has always to be taken

into consideration in comparing the relative values of different kinds of raw
silk.

SuMMARY.

15. We may now sum up the most noteworthy features of the silk trade of
India.

L. There has beén a very great decline in exports of Bengal raw silk to
foreign countries. The place of this silk has been partially taken by exports
from Kashmir, but these are small in comparison with the Bengal exports of
earlier years. There has also been a marked decrease in thé use of Bengal silk
in India, though this is neither entirely nor even largely due to any demerit
of the silk itself, but rather to the decline in production in that province.
Were Bengal and Mysore silk produced in greater quantity, and especially
could it be produced at a cheaper rate, there are numerous markets ready to
take it. The first point is therefore to find a method of increasing, and if
possible cheapening, the production of Indian raw silk.

2. The weaving industry is on the whole in a fairly flourishing condi-
tion, but the place of Indian silk has been largely. taken by a heavy increase
in the amount of, foreign raw silk imported into this country. In some cases
such silk is chosen in preference to the Indian material on the ground that it
is more suitable—on account of finer reeling or some other cause—for the
purpose for which it is required. More often, however, it is used because it
1 obtainable more easily or at a cheaper rate. To supply the former demand
some changes are necessary in the present methods obtaining in this country :

to supply the latter nothing is needed but greater production and cheapening
of the cost.

3. There is a marked absence of organization in the silk trade as it is at
present carried on, and a corresponding success on the part of better-organized
competitors in the Indian markets. The methods according to which the
weaving industry is conducted is wasteful and unsatisfactory. Tllustrations
of this will be found throughout this report. The introduction of modern
methods has met with considerable success in the Madras Presidency, but
there are many areas where no serious attempt at such improvements has been
made. Where these improvements have been attempted, they are frequently
retarded by the small merchant-employers,—the very persons who under the
present conditions would profit by the change. The condition of the weaving
community is generally very unsatisfactory, as has already been shown. Some
system of profit-sharing or co-operation is badly needed for its improvement.
In Lyons and St. Etienne in France benevolent societies exist tfor the purpose
of advancing sums to small master-weavers for modernising their plant, etc.
These societies were approved and supported by the French Government in
1909. In Japan there is a Sericultural Association, established in 1892, said
to contain some 150,000 members. This Association has among its objects
those of creating a larger market for J apanese raw silk, making investiga-
tions and researches regarding sericulture, and attempting to develop sericul-
ture on a co-operative basis. Other bodies exist for the purpose of improving
existing methods, and Sericultural Guilds have been formed with the object
of removing defects in the pragtical management of the industry. It is said
that silk-rearers are so combined by Government, regulations. There are also
co-operative societies of all kinds, for advancing funds, for finishing and
selling the produce of members, and for purchasing material or plant. Such
socleties are said to number five thousand—or one for every two villages.—of
which three-fifths are concerned with sericulture, and they are reported to be
entitled. to concessions of various kinds from Government. That there are
many difficulties in the way of organizing production on these lines in this
country cannot be denied, but better organization of the industry (on these or
on other more suitable lines) is an urgent necessity in this country. A com-

. attempt.
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iercial ¢ 'or the purpose of discovering the right markets and for the
gli(:;%:il%gfﬁfg })fl?gduc: gvoulid fill a much-needed gap 1n the present method of

ing on the industry. ' ) .
Cal"r}; %‘here has been a startling decrease 1n Qhe export of silk mar_mfactureb
from this country, and a still greater increase 1n the import of foreign manu-
factured zoods. = The use of the latter is most marked in the Punjab. The
consumptigon of Japanese spun silk is particularll}nr notlﬁeable t111 that ﬁ'mﬁmiﬁi

' i jab i ing through a stage whic
le that the Punjab is now passing '
ll\/;;grggs%fe:idency reache(i more rapidly, when the advantages of such silk

were realized, but not its disadvantages. After a short trial that Presidency

largely rejected such silk for ordinary manufactures, and the weaving-
O

i et do the same. The import of foreign piece-
masseltzgoft%};i g&ﬁ%ﬁzem}?gw}éver, undoubtedly supplies a veal demand, which
ggo : ;ent the Indian looms are not able to meet. The heavy Indian, silk
?naglﬁ%actures are now commonly rejected %wre ;1}; t{avo&r og ;}ifagli)eégﬁwﬁl‘;ll;

. icle. ery little attem :

rfm% b(f-lglétlﬁgg};?}fizddg%ﬁiﬁ?Se Iggn where, a); in Madras, the Indian manu-
1fn tn ia ;)re enerally preferred, there is still a market for printed a.,n(%
acburﬁgere d Jgapanese goods, and these could only be supplied by mlll}s
em I,'Oh fitted for their production. How far the Punjab market might be
o nted. behalf of Indian manufactures of the better quality must remain
courted onb et finer weaving, better finish, and above all a careful study of the
;?(:gtsf;furg of the demal;d, are indispensable preliminaries to any such

' ibiliti ' i i till very

i bilities of the silk trade in India are s
" concﬁusmnéei,llzem%%slilnt is eminently favourable for their development.
reat, and the pre oods previously imported from enemy countries

he wide range of mixed g ds in India, and with proper
! aand for such goods 1n 1 > X
gig;zi‘z’:ttilcl)erfsittghctﬁad %Zﬁz,inl not be impossible to' supply most, if not all,

t r, if satisfactory methods can be found for
of these g(})lodg aﬁegsgl len thiu;f‘ofluction of silk in this country, th?re does not
checking the dec thing to prevent the substitution of Indian for foreign Iia,w
appear to be antyh lo%ms for the manufacture of these and ohther artic esf
material upon 'lkeof the best quality is not at all required for the purgotslc: 2e
Finely-reeled s1 ixed goods of the nature referred to above, and the
manufacturing cheap Mmixs § ould not be used. If by increasing and

is no reason why Indian material shlk Tndia and by organizing the silk-

: ' raw si A .
Cll%'penlngdz};irgrgg I;Ztiznegible it to compete successfully with the weaving
weaving 1

i ufactures in this country could be
i mand for silk manufac v
of other c‘?““"“te}fi’stgguﬁry’s looms, there would then be no caézsvee fgg regret
suppl'lfeghirf?rlrllropean market for Indian raw silk were never re )
even i L
[

"

N
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APPENDIX A,

Ejfect of the War upon the Lwport Trade in Foreign Silk.

The following reports by Mr. D. R. Pochaji, Appraiser in the Bombay
Customs Department, are of considerable interest and show clearly the effects
of the war upon prices and transactions, and indicate the present state of the
market. I am indebted to the kindness of that Department for permission
to reproduce them here. "

lsT REPorT 6F Mz. D. R. Pocnasi, patep 271H DECEMBER 1915 ann
291H Drcemser 1915, )

1. Raw silk.

Owing to the European war, Great Britain, France, and America displayed “but
little interest at the beginning of the war in their purchases of raw silk from China
(Canton and Shanghai), and consequently Chinese holders were obliged to look to the
Indian markets. The Indian merchants taking advantage of this, placed big orders
of raw silk at advantageous prices, and side by side the silver market being dull, and

with a favourable exchange, great business was put through till the end of November
1915.

After November owing to great floods in China the Canton Raw Silk crop was -
spoiled, and consequently the European and American buyers had to turn their attention
to the Shanghai market, where a bumper crop of raw silk was reported.

As soon as the Shanghai merchants saw the opportunity of the European buyers
coming in their market, they raised their prices, an along with the steady rise of silver
the prices of raw silk wen} up in Shanghai, and a great business wasg done by the
European and American merchants; and at the same time the Indian market took up a
lot of business for Bombay, hence the prices gradually went up in Bombay.

1t seems that if the gresent prices of raw silk and the high exchange is maintaived

the demand will fall, and the consumers will then turn their attention to the Bangalore
and Bengal raw silk. ~

Owing to the above high prices now, it seems that the shipments now expected will
fall short, thus the China Mail of the 15th December, which left Hongkoug, brings
abeut 125 bales of raw silk only, against the norma) shipments of about 500 1, 600 bales,

-~

R. Sk manufactures.

In the beginning of the war the Indian market of silk manufuc
dull here in Bombay. No buyers came forward to ma
ments from China and Japay
China and Japan.

ture becawme very
ke purchases, consequently ship-
L grew scarce, and the prices went dhwn considerably 1n

. glercha.nts, t@kingbadv}?ntage of this and the Jow prices ruling in China and Japan,
°gan Importing ; by that time the consumption in India increased considers ic
naturally told on the market in China and gapau. S reased considerably, which

At the present time the imports are normal, say st the sam ar
the next shipments qf silk manufacture will be con);igi};rably ljss eb:jix?gef:or et}t)l;env;;x;érl;g:
enquiries for raw sﬂ‘k and sitk manufacture from the outer’woﬂd especially from
America; as may be Judged from the fact thai the value of raw silk for various classes
of silk manufacture, s going up from 700 yen per picul to the pres;\,nt highest price ot
1,200 yen per picul. ghest prc

This in its turn has had the effect of sending up the pe: , ared silk
from 25 per cent. to 30 per cent. in China and J gpag. G: pr%lces o the manufuctured silk

These causes will affect the lmports very much here

of silk manufacture will he about 50 after, and T think the imports

per cent. less than during normal times,

2xn REPORT, DATED 228D May 1916,

1. Raw s,

After putting in the last report of 27th T

ecember 1915, ¢
dapuary and went up till Mareh. " them

arket was going up in

“are less chances of 1m

‘worth, but exports to Tunis fell onl
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From April, the first crop of raw silk arrived in the China market, but the quantity
by ’ . .
., ; f the previous year. . . - . )
was Onb.f half tﬁ?: (l)md f:v«}a)ather now prevailing in the interior of China, i.e., the silk
Owing t(l)l e 4 the bulk of the silk worms was partly desxtroyc?dlbyl balcll W(?i?ﬂvlelg
pro_du(;mg dcoﬂ market of raw silk steadier. Besides, on account of the hig pnun\f o
\\.-iuch nxll‘:i :he)iigh'exchange the American and Indian markets have made very few
s1lver a ’
t. : .
purchases for the presen ices of raw silk in China fall considerably, and
o . 1 e the prices of raw silk in ; _cons
These 1:%801}1 dviV;E {:if;l:s’t Ifovl: buying Bangalore raw silk, which is cheaI;exé i;ld
a‘cc?iupt f?ll;ﬂit; This Bangalore raw silk 1s consumed by the Indian weavers of Saha-
good in g .

poor, Belgaum and Mdlras.
’ 2. Silk manufactures.

i 1 i ling in Japan, the American
t of the high prices of raw silk ruling . )
In Dfecemb?l'i(ona?gczll:: h(i)ghest pz%ce of yen 1,400 per pmu}za 1i‘eco.r Pmielzl, 'J;?;z
e I:awdsverpﬁrm till the middle of January. Along with the rise 1n (;) pthe
p?cewrzlix;;m‘fhe pri}(’:es for silk manufactures also went-up, and when it was seen by
of ra )

P . p p 7 7
(gent the We[[‘ -||[ 'HI Ie(ﬁkleSS S!)e(:"]a‘ion. iI) the BOIIlbay lna[ket, Wh[(}h Il)l‘(}ed the
.y S d )

prices up. ’
the middle of Apri 1
per g':zlrt. :0 15 per cent. and simultane

decli;le. ) that the tone of the local market will be steady for some time owing to the
{ seems ths

hand of higher prices, and unless a demand unexpectedly Sf:arts, there
oo of provement of the market.

. mari he trade figures for the year
enient to summarise here ¢ ts of raw silk by seu
ith the preceding year. Imports of ra y
191415, as compated M ied ot . 12 Ik, 10 2303331 I, valued at

el 1r hs. . This decline is attributed (in the .
Rs. 113 lakhs. . 5'1,‘,1)11:0 cﬁzlgfeft?ading of the two precedl:ilg yeaﬁs. 9%;”;21(:{1?
1'ndm(l;‘rtll'lgll,zincluding Hongkong) fell from Rsl. ;}116 %ﬁ aslizgle (s).ver R 2%,
and the Straits Sotteents E o 31,610 Ibs. to 172,370 Ths, and thes
’ i 1 C ’

lakhs; Japan’s ﬁons1§n;nzilitg§; increase. Imports of mar:iufacttt\ln'czsek(i ﬁ:ltli ofxfolxr?
e e SR, 104 lakhs. This is directly attributed to o cessation in
Rs. 310 lakhs tOb :i]e war. Imports from Japan declined mﬁ‘,“ 3s8.% 45 lakbs
dexﬁa"g‘fﬁ;{sﬁg aid China goods (excludirilg Hor}%kosligo)wilglg s?ight fo %s. 3
to Rs. 1S, kong, however, o
lakbhs, ConSlgnment;zsfrg:in lzflfﬁg.g (imgports from France a,ntc} I{a,ly {‘?cl)ix St;olxlxj
fro e o i 10 lakhs fo Rs, 114 and Rs. 104 houtly Ro. 28 labhs to Re-11
Rs. 24; and ng. United Kingdom declined fronr}li netf;r Iz's :'lakhs. Silk piéce—
s o boco of Germany from Rs. 22} lakhs Rs, 192 lakhs, to 17,690,000
lga:)l(()l&s;, 3;3%;233 from 27,338»(1)100 y 3.‘1'23’ gg(l:ézdf?;’m g 164,000 yards, valued at
lakhs; mix "lakhs: ils, and
yards, valued at R:;'O}S%:%Way ards, valued at Rs. %tgalggg bggrﬁ)ss, Iwlf(z)a,llued at

s 50 lakhi’ 1t608 000 Ibs., valued at Rs. 46 laklﬁss, ks .
g:rgi f;lglrll;; and other sorts from RS§§3131;281;‘;, t,o‘ 516,289 Ibs., the value in
Exports of raw silk fell from LEWSEE 10 0.5 oo than Rs. 12 lakhs.

; nd 1n
1913-14 being neary ul‘f?oﬁ%"i‘fa Ths.. valued at Rs. 18} lakhs, to 187,209
e »

_ : . :
e vatued . Ko & laks herss ose (0 e e IR T SO
S., value . Rs' a N 3 ’

than hs to Rs. 3 lakh. Exports
276,502 1bs., valued at lessI el from Rs, 1} lakhs jlakh Exp e
Rs. 7} lakhs. Exports to Ltaly lued at Rs. 3% lakhs, as aga .
Ofs In%iian silk manufactures W,"”;_vg%ods falling by Rs. 1} lakhsfa,nd '?%%88
lakhs in the preceding year, p1o 7,000 worth instead of Rs. 73,

goods by Rs. 80,000. Aden recelveglr Of?})};n /71,000 to Rs, 61,000.

lued at Rs. 1 lakh,

: 1k fell from 21,000 1bs., va

Re-exports Olf f?ir;g%: 3%86(1)16; an of manufactures from Rs. 10 lakhs

to 14,000 lbs., vaiue - AE .

to Rs. 5} lakhs.
Turning to th

remained steady.

; i f raw silk underwent a decline of about 10
aguin the Plzﬁ:?yotlfe prices of silk manufactures showed a

large stock

It may be conv

i 'om Persia, -
. imports of raw silk from
e "'mmfronftlre;v; ?ide’ul) I\II)orth and East Afghanistan rose
Exports 0 .
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from 85 maunds, valued at Rs. 21,000, to 278 maunds, vaiued at Rs. 71,000;
while exports of manufactured silk fel] from Rs. 4,000 to nil. Imports ot
raw silk from Ladakh and Kashmir fell from Rs. 5 lakhs to Rs. 4% lakhs,
while exports of manufactured silk fell from Rs. 3% lakhs to less than Rs. 3
lakhs. Kxports of silk manufactures to Tibet fell from nearly Rs. 1 lakh to
Rs. 36,000, whereas exports of raw silk to Bhutan rose from Rs, 2,99,000 to
Rs. 3,12,000 and of silk manufactures from Rs. 3,79,000 to Rs. 4,42,000. On

Rs. 12 lakhs to Rs. 9 lakhs, and manufactured silk
nearly Rs. 8 lakhs to less than Rs. 3 lakhs, exports
country remaining fairly steady.

It will be seen, therefore, that there hav
general fall in value of the trade in silk
during the year 1914-15.

of sithilar goods to that

e been very few exceptions to the
between India and other countries
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APPENDIX B.

. [.—Imports of Raw Silk and Waste from China into Bombay.

China (Hongkong). } China (Treaty Ports).

Torar.
Year. ! B )
Ibs. Rs. ) tbs. Rs. lbs. | Rs.
187576 1,039,224 |  53,38,484 | 5.599 27,349 | 1,944,823 |  53,65,833
. 1,028,882 | 31,80,954 : 40,950 | 1,59,714 | 1,069,832 | 33,40,668
1876-77 -* . ) . . * ‘ * * * * * x * *
1880 8: | 1246456 | 51,390,146 517,864 | 2578928 | 1764320 | 77,18,074
1881-82 | Losssos | 463988 186386 | 883015 | 1,231,912 | 50,47.003
e . 657,384 | 7478098 177,120 | 834504 | 1834513 | 83,12,602
83-84 1,508,703 | 6459317 174195 | 886,501 | 1,682,808 | 7345818
i:s 4-85 1032496 | 4180565 156,124 | 803040 | 1183620 | 49.92,605
188586 | Lus2er| aaso3se | 202242 | 1064110 1320589 5523466
.87 186068 53’60’82312 205,804 | 10,37,979 | 1,391,872 | ~ 63,98,802
1886-88 1,688,777 | 7046654 | 320,492 | 1576788 | 2,009,260 | 8623442
1887-89 L174217 | 4737793 203231 | 15.21,367 | 1477448 | 62,59,160
188(8-90 LioneTr | 1201 BTTO 1743615 | 1743458 | 75,55,606
18?3-91 1415667 | 6181830 | 377074 | 1942371 | 1793531 | 8124210
::(:-92 | 122573 | 68,01,837 | 567422 | 3034131 179,15 98,35,:68
1502.03 | 1328087 | 52,08,260 : 378,823 | 2041,901 | 1,707,810 | 72,560,251
: 1460180 | 6084025 919,852 | 4635860 | 2,380,032 | 1,07,10,88¢
o o 5083006 775729 | 3800583 | 2,080,483 |  80,82,589
1864-55 g Biiaas N i 836.077 | 39,38,023 | 2,351,382 |  93,71,289
e gl IR | 264’687 12,31,308 | 1,805,642 |  66,06,946
T Lo 53’75’:32 | 346,880 1550002 | 1,523,202 | 47,00.337
275 | :
1897-98 ii:ij Z;::Z,SOI i 598,555 | 26,30,007 | 173735 | 58,82.808
o o sls54 | 490,745 | 2343613 | 1,283,148 43,75467
1899-00 792,403 | 20,31, | 1,098,258 | 54,35,925 | 1,972,553 | 82,62,145
oot e ?8’26’22? ’ ’874:789 40,13,757 | 1,601,668 |  61,73,206
1001-02 i e 531724 | 2348447 | 1,261,688 | 4218251
: 190208 720,064 |  15,69,804 7 5 4,162 ptosss | nemsars | a8
1903-04 el B | . ,419 97,16,242 | 1,384,392 |  55,66,46
1904-05 L | WO 5?2’547 30:99,462 1,030,922 | 55,30,928
1905-06 708,375 |  24,31,466 5;3?677 monsss | omsom | eLisst
1906-07 ! 566,402 | 18,16,516 | :59’972 oo | Look7s | 185885
1907-08 704765 | 12612734 853’291 4874411 | 1,466,260 |  69,39,3i5
1908.00 612,069 | 20,64,902 99’752 esom | 1pimsm] s
1909-10 g13,084 | 1831734 | L 5,623 oot | Lot | 650
e B 19’55’967' " ’612 50,28,709 | 1,647,859 | 176,82,713
1911-12 520,247 | 17.53.014 } -
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L—Tmports of Raw Silk and Waste from China into Bombey—contd.

Year. China (Hongkong). China (Treaty orts), Torat,
S S ‘ S
1bs. Rs. ibs. Rs. Ibs, Rs.
1912-13 (@)621,230 | 20,64,276 |(d)2,194,443 | 1,08,51,250 | 2,815,673 | 1,29,15,527
1913-14 (6)508,920 | 17,51,908 | (e)},422,795 | 75,56,624 | 1,031,715 | 93,08,5633
1914-15 1 (c)483,667 | 16,62,918 | (N1,343416 |  71,94,970 | 1,796,683 | 88,5788
I1.—Ezports of Indian Raw Silk.
T B ) '
! !
Year, Rsiﬁl:d Chassam. ‘ Cocoons. ToraL,

‘; - — o

| ibs. the, lbs, 1bs. ’ Rs.
1889.90 . .. 593425 233,494 | 262843 2,080,762 | 638,178
1890-91 " 502,603 ; L112,313 : 146,605 1,760,611 | 52,10,687
1891-92 . BI18705 | 1,012,254 ‘ 131,560 1,662,519 | 51,86,271
1899-93 . . 655,338 1,087,500 “ 71,395 1,820,233 | 681,75,739
1893-94 C. 613330 | 1,080,884 ' 77,071 1,771,085 | 69,80,989
1894-95 . 510,800 ¢ 793,892 26,035 1,330,727 | §0,20,087
1895.96 f 707,683 ‘ 1072452 12294 1702420 64,21,603
1896-97 # 595,433 498,713 643 1,404,780  51,16,611
1897.98 Ll 822,687 l 1Lo37,701 1742 1,662,030 51,48 504
1898-99 f 512,830 | 1,046,541 4780 1,564,151  45,80,032
1899-00 S 722,285 ; 1,217,432 1,939,718 69,86,106
1900-01 i 559,778 1,030,523 13,016 1,604,275 51,222,057
1901-02 . . 727,651 1,165,754 42,356 1,935,761  68,34,209
190203 . l 681,852 % 1,240,680 67,281 1,989,822  65,48,153
1903-04 . 624,064 } 1,136,566 ] 101,686 1,862,316  63,42,468
1904-05 .. 506,318 ‘ 751,355 f 85,990 1,343,663 - 49,60,975
1905-06 . . 5TBA50 | 1,131,060 i 68,006 | 1,779,318  56,39,679
1906-07 777,654 ‘ 1,095,193 | 70,591 : 1,943,438 . 68,65,018
1907-08 L T30,733 ’ 1,093,384 119,009 | 1,943,126 ' 63,78,154
190808 . £ 881566 | 1,182,601 69387 | L&i6H 5405077
1909-10 . 501,135 ‘ 1,485,548 88,920 | 2,075,612 | 50,75,737
1810-11 494,035 « 1,147,243 209,273 | 1,850,551 | 50,556,287
1811-12 381,877 / 1,092,764 275,505 | 1,749,046 j 45,83,853
1912-13 382,081 943,143 352,617 | 1.677,841 ‘ 41,713,728
1913-14 160,222 909,077 | 133799 1,203,098 ‘ 24,74,142
1914-15 .. . 82,700 T 00 516,282 ' 11,901,000

|

{a) Includes 6,867 Ibs. of waste,
(6)_Includes 18,694 ibs. of waste,
{e}g Includes 32 Ibs. of waste.

{d) Inrludes 32,288 Ibs. of waste.
{e}, Includes 7 Ibs. of waste. o4
(1), Includes 25 1bs. of waste, J
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111.—Ezports of Raw Silk, showing share of each province.

{Quantity in lbs.)

. 2 3 4 5 8 7 8
Year, Bombay. | Burma. Sind. Madras. | Bengal. (eBxf{lix:(‘izi)l}g g:::[?
W ‘ibs. ‘ Tbs. ibs, 1bs, 1bs, s, | Ibs.
1899-00 . .| 56280 | 14803 11 | 277,260 | 1,601,364 | 348,354 | 1,039,718
1900-01 .. 10001 | 1,249 100 | 36256¢ | 1280271 | 374,004 | 1,604,275
190102 . . %1 69,750 | 9411 101 | 375738 | 1,480,761 | 456,000 | 1,935,761
190203 . . .| 168050 | 5597 10 | 463,822 | 1,352,343 | - 637,479 | 1,989,822
. wsot . . .| 1ms2 | 63 144 | 432,767 | 1,251,239 | - 611,077 | 1,862,316
190405 . . o M1418 | 8312 205,378 | 898,495 | 445,168 | 1,343,663
506 . . 155997 | 6,775 .| 485,600 | 1,130,944 | 648,372 | 1,779,316
. 7 . . 2ssme | 79 302,695 | 1,300,850 | 633,588 | 1,943,438
e . 310656 | 6,045 | 1,200 | 377,778 1,247,447? 695,679 | 1,043,126
W 61,679 7834 | 179,413 | 571,840 1,012,878§ 820,766 | 1,833,644
s ' 87,524 4191 | 207,002 | 569,550 | 1,126,445 | 949,167 | 2,075,612
o 53,965 471,032 | 360,481 | 964,873 | 885,678 | 1,850,551
o 80,475 5,758 | 501,086 100,981 | 761,648 | 988,300 | 1,749,946
oz 60,704 90,211 | 679,641 | 301,978 | 606,307 | 1,071,53¢ | 1,677,841
11313 ' z 74,312 24543 | 260433 | 271,898 | 571912 | 631,186 | 1,203,098
e f 40,017 99,103 | 101887 | 7L719 | 280,556 | 235726 | 516,282
191415 L ’
1V —Baports of Raw Silk, showing share of each province.
(Value in Rs.)
9 3 J 4 5 6 7 8
1 o )
. |7 :

.- - i ——————ﬂ[ Burma. Sind. - | Madras. Bengal. (egfﬁxtgillr)\g gg:fz

Year. Bombay. } - engal).
e T '"_;’M‘ Be. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
| ;szj 9,930 50 | 1,65851 | 67,75403 | 2,10,613 | 69,86,106
1809-00 SRS B %l 750 100 | 241,866 | 48,62,515 | 259,512 | 51,92,057
oot . 102 - sgs | 213,654 | 59,24,164 | 8,10,045 | 66,34,200
N 5 o | 351,631 | 51,98,996 | 13,49,217 | 66,48.153
ozes .. o | SO - 500 | 3,36147 | 47,08,276 | 16,34,192 | 63,42,468
1603-04 - o 12’93’3255 - : 1.85,864 | 36,32,242 | 13,37,733 | 49,690,975
1904-05 v ”’43’5623 o ' 2,72,013 | 42,54,027 | 13,85,852 | 56,30,679
100506 . - 13,05768 v 2,18,532 | 65,16,600 | 13,48,518 | 68,65,018
1906-07 . - ¢ 11'23'483% <j,498 | 2750 | 2,31,013 | 46,05,160 | 18,82,995 | 63,78,154

1007-08 ~ 144z g ’ J l P
vou, II.
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1V.—Ezporis of Raw Silk showing share of each province—-contd.

(Value in Rs.)

1 P 3 4 6 6 7 8
Year. Bombay. | Burma, Sind. | Madras. | Bengal. (E%(gf?s;g (T}ﬁ.::f
Ras. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs, Rs.
190809 . . .| 1,83,757| 7,160 | 11,35600 | 2,79,439 | 37,99,121 | 16,05,956 | 54,05,077
1909-10 . . 83,490 4,018 | 18,568,815 | 3,58,434 | 27,70,980 | 23,04,757 | 50,75,737
1910-11 . .| 85751 . 20,13,856 ( 2,29,703 | 27,565,977 | 22,99,310 | 50,55,287
1911-12 . .| ©55835| 5702 |2472,900 235752 | 18,13,664 | 27,70,189 | 45,83,853
1012-13 .| 42,570 21,081 |27,41,925 | 1,85,740 | 11,81,512 | 20,92,216 | 41,73,728
191314 .« 79864 22,059 | 12,63815 191456 | 9,17,148 | 15,56,994 | 24,74 142
191415 . .| 20615 26,000* | 6,083,975 [ 53,075 | 4,78,343 | 7,12,000% 11,01,000%
V.—Eaxports of Reeled Silk and Chassam from Bengal, Bombay and Sind.
BENGAL, } BoMBAY AND Sixp,
Reeled silk. Chassam. Reeled silk. Chassam.
1bs. Rs. 1bs. Rs. 1bs, Rs. Ibs. Rs.
1899-00 . 722,199 | 61,490,598 | 869,165 6,25,895 87 300 56,204 34,532
1900-01 588,237 | 42,95,081 672,034 | 5,67,434 1,539 7,626 8,652 9,300
1901-02 678,871 | 52,96,240 | 775,800 6,08,424 48,780 | 4,56,980 20,955 30,266
1902-03 597,507 | 46,33.078 | 709,590 | 5,30,157 | 84,255 | 8,01.740 | 83,805 | 1,01,251
1903-04 506,842 | 40,36,499 | 663,764 5,94,103 116,262 | 12,08,450 } 52,279 78,889
1904-05 408,376 | 31,74,191 | 427,319 | 3,96,081 | 97,942 | 10,75,050 43,538 | 6819
1905-06 486,064 | 37,30,582 | 605,464 | 4,84,695 | 92,386 | 10,02,250 63,446 | 1,03,268
1906-07 634,982 | 50,13,224 | 640,843 4,69,226 135,922 | 9,22,127 71,509 | 1,73,054
1907-08 . 512,142 } 41,33,550 | 664,263 4,90,558 218,591 | 13,33,651 | 61,794 77,420
1908-09 . 453,128 | 34,05,528 | 532,350 3,66,193 128,438 | 11,685,570 \’ 78,819 | 1,19,952
190940 . 1 319702 | 23,01,000 | 762,315 | 425,205 | 181,433 | 16,80,105 | 168,743 | 3,265,060
1910-11 S2T.947 | 23,12,605 | 578,645 | 3,81,863 | 166,088 | 17,16,200 221,137 | 2,63,270
1911.12 190,437 | 14,04,051 501,669 | 3,41,085 . 191,240 | 19,11,000 } 205,280 | 3,87,210
191213 .| 102587 | 778,708 | 426,573 | 3,20079 | 279,404 23,10,97si 193,073 | 1,71,700
1913-14 B2.961 | 465005 | 444,680 | 363,813 | 107,261 | 10,63.485 | 183,788 | 2,14,625
191415 28,905 | 260,560 | 182,165 | 1,392,115 | 53,467 | 528,205 | 4637 | 92,551

V1.—Ezports of Raw Silk from Cgleutta (in Bales). (Extracted from D. N. Bosu’s Silk Exports Lists.)

* Approximate only

; exact figure for Burma not available,
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V1i1.—Exports of Indian Silk Manufactures—contd.

Year. ; Rss Year. Rs, Year. Rs.
188950 . . | 26,07,213 | 1899-00 12,80,018 | 1909-10 . 8,17,305
189091 . .| 20,31,808 | 1900-01 . 12,54,447 | 1910-11 7,69,005
189192 . . i 18,39,571 | 1901-02 . 10,54,694 | 1911-12 6,51,450
1892.93 . .| 197,779 190203 . . 9,48,851 | 1912-13 7,837,835
1893-94 . . 24,24,169 | 1903-04 8,32,669 | 1013-.14 . 5,68,095
1894-95 . . 16,71,981 | 1004-06 . 7,30,602 | 1914-15 . 3,44,384*

1X.—Eazports of Indian Silk Manufactures jrom Bengal, Bombay and Madras,
Year. From Bengal, From Bombay. | From Madras.
Rs, Rs. Rs.
190000 .« . . e e e w 9,05,912 2,27,649 1,14,191
1901-02 . . . . . . . 7,62,978 2,26,923 74,300
190203 . . e . . . . . 7,33,954 1,609,806 , 50,293
1903-04 R 6'09’611. 1,38,605 78,340
100405 . . . . . . . . 5,76,390 1,34,749 14,992
190508 « o e e et 5,560,456 1,31,819 17,264
190607 . . . e eocoovoe 4,95,491 " 1,564,464 15802 |
190708 . . . .+ * . 5,93,611 2,08,045 20,759
. . . . 4,538,467 2,48,8756 44,535 ‘
13?:?2 e e e s 4,43,970 3,01,815 67,920
. . . 4,76,382 2,02,867 85,103
e . . " . . . 3,068,722 1,80,729 1,01,491
191112 . . . . .
. e . 3,560,346 2,97,578 88,797
. 191213 . . . . .
91314 . . e e sttt 1,90,310 2,31,275 1,45,261
] 93,604 1,565,688 95,052
1914-16 . . . . .

from Ca

Joutta (in bales). (Eatracted from D. N, Bosu's Silk
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V1I.—Total Exports of Raw Silk from Indsa.
i
" . To United
To United | ., . \ p To Oth
Year, Kingdom, To France, To Italy. i’&t:]f;iozf Countri::. ToTAL.
lbs, 1bs. lbs. lbs. lbs. 1bs.
1889-90 . . 801,501 1,156,412 112,129 5,354 14,366 2,089,762
1890-91 . . . 647,945 983,312 117,486 3,210 8,658 1,760,611
189192 . . . 590,345 | 1,034,765 27,206 | 454 9,749 | 1662519
189293 . . .| 482416 | 1,179570 133,482 E 3,959 16,806 1,820,233
j .
189394 . . 519,407 | 1,136,089 | 87,215 | 20,831 7,543 | 1,771,085
: . } . \ I ? ’
1894-95 . . © 426,867 847,205 | 44,738 1,173 10,654 | 1,330,727
1895-96 . . 621,705 1,183,878 l‘ 62,706 3.674 20,466 (a) 1,792,429
1896-97 = . . . 461,809 991,368 35,872 5,740 1,494,789
189798 . . . 788,837 838,621 | 23,833 10,739 1,662,030
-1898-99 - . . . 570,211 922,030 31,494 149 40,267 (b) 1,564,151
1899-00 . 797,060 1,090,472 36,720 7,003 8,463 1,939,718
.190'9-01 e . . 488,654 1,090,344 18,113 1,490 5,674 1,804,275
190102 . . . 577,939 | 1,327,700 | 17,051 5,976 6,195 | 1,035,761
| .
1902-03 . . 581,382 1,380,166 | 23,095 5179 | 1,989,822
1903-04 | 431,858 | 1,380,029 | 225 31,602 | 18,612(c) | 1,862,316
‘ t)
1904-05 . . . 441,418 883,806 ' .o 11,903 6,609 1,343,663
1805-06 . . 380,684 1,334,719 ‘ 19,614 36,426 7,873 1,779,316
“ 3 ¥
1906-07 . 431,870 1,420,380 | 8,330 47,010 35,248 (d) 1,943,438
‘ » » »
190708 . . . 430,460 1,297,245 “1 97,787 29,400 38,234 (e) 1,943,126
» b 1]
190809 . ., . 389,377 | 1,326,691 100,211 15,645 1,720 | 1,833,644
1909-10 . . 459,500 1,482,194 123,859 9,690 369 2,075,612
1910-11 . 390,99 354, 4.
7 | 1,354,387 104,367 596 204 | 1,850,651
1911-12 362,975 K 2
7 1,302,898 79,238 4,660 285 1,749,946
1912-13 345,050 1,269,533 56,340 6,918 1,677,841
’ . ’ H ’
1913-14 276,502 12
502 1 TI2110 148,025 | 66,461 (/) | 1,203,098
VII.—Exports of Indian Silk Manufactures.
B}
Year, Rs. Year, Ras. Year Rs
1885-86 . . 32,95,836 | 1895.96 18,33,987 | 190506 e }15109
. . ’ ?
188687 . . 31,81,076 | 1896-97 15,98,407 | 1906-07 6,86,072
1887-88 . 37,92,972 | 1897.98 . 12,6(‘)..409‘ 1907-08 8.30.930
188888 28,84,872 | 1898-99 : . o
. 12,81,890 | 1908-09 . 7,32,715

(@) Includes 10,013 lbs,
(b ”
) (6) ) ’ .
(d) ”
(e) ”
) 2

of reeled to Ceylon,
36,382 1bs. of waste to Egg;[?tl.l

15,036 1bs. of waste to Be] inm,
32,335 lbs, (mostly teeled)gto Ceylon.
30,383 lba. (mostly waste) to Ceylon,
59,0801bs. of waste to Belgium,

X.—Ewzports of Silk Piece-goods Exports Lists.)
v FRANCE.
Unirep Kivapo Toras, IN
Bavzs,
Year. Corsh. Tusser. Corah. - ~Tusser,
v 108,745 60841 « 30,200 10,937 151,056
1895 . . . . . I 5,805 24,105 12,827 115,324
1896 . . . hd . . 87 867 7’326 20,203 , 3,479 118}875
1897 . . . e - 0753 2,513 8,184 2344 | 103,82
1898 . . . . . 00,062 918 11,005 2,784 114,669
1 899 . . . . . . (4 . .

* Excluding Burma, for which

figures are not available.

than Rs, 500 in the three preceding years.

Exports from Burma, however, averaged loss
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X .—Exports of Silk Piece-goods from Caloutla (in bales). (Batracted from D. N. Bosu's Silk
Ezxports Lists)—contd.,

l Uxitep Kinepon, Fraxce,
Year. | TEEZSTN

E Corah. Tusser. Corah. Tusser,
w0 . ., 80,676 6,148 9,460 3,566 99,850
1901 49,238 5,342 16,170 3,633 74,383
1902 . ., 29,243 3,538 12,330 5,524 50,635
1903 . . < e 45,629 5,736 4,249 4,745 60,404
¢ . ., . 23,523 5,702 5714 1 ° 1,746 36,415
wes ., ., 27,621 2,944 8,031 2,232 40,828
1906 ., 28,488 2,780 6,108 1,352 38,728
K 28,527 3,519 3,599 1,907 37,562
1908 . . 18,241 2,760 2,939 1,847 25,787
909 . . . . 19,963 4,092 5,848 2,303 32,206
wo .., 23,430 653, 3,691 207| 27,971
o . .., . 24,017 1,662 ’ 635 . 26,204
1912 . 35,294 2,478 ‘ 1,263 . 39,0356
1913, 16,923 87 | 1,478 18,488
1914 . . 3,613 167 | 445 4,225
915 ., 3,589 | 3,689

X1.—Exports of Silk Manufactures,

showing countries of final destination.

Countries,

United Kingdom .

France ., . . .

Arabia . .

Persia .
Turkey in Asia .
Straits Settlements and Malay Penin-

sula,
Ceylon . . . .
Aden . . .

Natal . . . . . .
Tunis, Tripoli and Algeria

Egypt . . . .

Australia . . .

Other places . . . .

ToraL

1893.94. 1898.99. 1903-04. 1908-09. 1913-14.
Rs. Rs, Ras, Rs. Rs.

13,32,666 |  6,26,382 3,60,594 4,34,208 1,62,076
3,34,842 1,05,243 94,862 64,701 16,425
3,03,347 371,726 38,915 1,356 13,290
117,811 50,452 10,957 18,624 6,826
1,11,660 80,358 39,300 29,014 4,005
74078 | 1,68,105 94,697 46,358 97,845
44,281 37,081 ' 7,636 4,942 11,055
9,041 12,352 6,622 4,188 73,065

110 11,909 18,467 22,666 48,076

1,162 61,096 75,319 78,195

16,628 46,523 22,862 4,680 8,730
987 59,051 '25,300 3,930 2,295

78,688% 45,5461 51,3611 22,039 45,6558
24,24,160 | 12,81,890 | 3,32,669 7,32,715 5,68,095

XI1.—Imports of Raw Silk into India by sea.

Year. Quantity, Value.
Ibs, Rs.
1889.90 . . ) 2,360,467 1,06,70,453
189091 . . 2,046,239 1,11,50,683
1861.92 . . . . 2,701,069 1,26,40,030
1892-93 . . . . . . 2,292,846 1,01,60.801
1893-94 . . . . . . 2,947,595 1,36,01,789
1894-95 . . o, ‘ . . 2,494,496 1,03,65,326
1895-96 . . . . . . 3,030,546 1,23,29,6503
189697 . .. .. . e 2,287,752 | 87,564,978
1897-98 . .. . . . . 2,049,608 i 66,97,717
1898-99 . . . . . . . 2,250,866 ’ 79,76,559
189900 . . . . e e e e e 1,694,848 ( 57,60,883
1900-01 . . . . . . . . . 2,535,377 1,01,69,402
190102 . . . . . e 2,128,483 80,96,200
1902-03 . . . e e e e 1,639,189 55,16,149
1903-04 . . . . . . . . 1,644,315 59,29,527
1904-056 . . . . . . 1,858,709 73,41,121
1905-06 . ’ . . . . . . . 1,645,696 71,19,049
1906:07 . . . . . . . 1,422,467 56,80,273
1907-08 . . . . . . . . 2,050,839 98,15,137
. 1908-09 . . . . . . 2,168,458 1,01,88,989
1909-10 . . . . . . . . 2,330,185 97,689,680
1910-11 , . . . ' . . . 2,121,799 - 85,22,805
1011-12 . . ' . . . 2,239,105 1,05,97,410
1912413 . . e e e 3,579.837% 1,71,44,610
1913-14 . . . ' 2,563,7201 1,25,89,635
1914-15 . . . . . . . 2,303,3311; 1,13,00,000
X111 —Imports of 8ilk Manufactures into India by sea.
Year. Yalue in Year. Value in Year, Value in
1885-86 . . . | 1,10,90,430 | 1895-96 1,70,43,204 | 1905-06 . 1,90,15,100
1886-87 . . 1,38,37,350 | 1896-97 1,36,66,600 | 100607 . . | 182,50,465
188788 . . .| 1,74,38,179 | 1897-98 1,14,92,603 | 1907-08 { 2.13.48,661

* Includes Rs. 27,417 to Turkey in Europe : Rs. 26,
t Includes Rs. 11,229 to Turkey in Europe : and Rs

1 Includes Rs. 21,811 to Turkey in Europe.
§ Includes Rs, 11,970 to the United States.

132 to Malta : and Rs, 14,032 to Zanzibar.
- 10,037 to Mauritius,

* Besides 104,875 Ibs. (Rs. 1,32,270) of waste. -
# Beaides 79,072 Ibs. (Rs. 1,15,635) of waate.
1 Besides 130,252 Ibs. {Re. 1,64,261) of waste,
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XII1.—Imports of Silk Manufactures into India by sea—contd.

Year, Value in Year. Value in Year. Value in
Ra. Rs. Rs.
1888.89 . . 1,68,21,661 | 1898-99 e 1,36,17,934 | 1908-09 2,28,13,727
1889.90 . . 1,717,81,141 | 1899.00 1,12,98,310 | 1909-10 . | 2,26,69,275
189091 . . .| 1,38,63,620 | 1900-01 1,66,68,108 | 1910-11 .| 2,76,46,230
1891-92 . . ) 1,75,06,949 | 1901-02 1,48,47,009 | 1911.12 . 2,65,35,930
189293 . . . | 1,80,15,708 | 1902.03 1,63,23,232 | 1912.13 . . [ 3,05,31,018
1893.94 . . . | 1,82,78,743 | 1903-04 1,83,34,720 19\13:-14 . . 3,10,13,295
1894.95 . . « 1 1,27,74,196 | 1904-05 2,11,81,502 | 1914-15 . » | 1,04,00,000
.
XIV.—Imports of Silk Manufactures, showing countries of consignment.
From 1893-94, 1808-99. 1903-04. | 1908.09, 1913.14.
Rs. Ra. Rs. Rs. Rs.

United Kingdom . . 63,40,310 28,73,826 20,00,380 14,04,908 27,87,285

Austria, . . . . 5,97,683 1,91,223 5,99,611 3,217,880 2,852,670

Belgium . . 4,16,949 5,95,770 5,63,199 8,20,196 1,738,310

France . . 31,43,427 20,12,187 22,43,026 21,562,287 24,59,670

Italy . 4,02,127 11,48,377 14,26,625 15,18,407 19,18,020

Germany . 2,24,884 2,83,527 5,46,949 16,10,112 22,39,726

Holland. . 3,825 1,17,989 8,152 14,715

Switzerland . 1,37,400

China (excluding Hongkong) 12202 | 14,24,666 | 2205429 | 2808879 | 38,57,490

Hongkong 56,656,469 ; 21,51,724 | 13,67,785 | 18,78,989 25:23,555

Japan 2,09.675 | 24,564,130 | 66,79,185 99,006,309 | 1,44,84,330

Straits Settlements . 3,92,317 1,32M23 1,32,157 91,660 1,08,675

Ceylon . . . 65,015 32,455 12,734 36,264 26,205

Russia . . . 1,703 2,72,193 16,054 26,456 10,260

Egypt . . . . . 18,105 40,448 4,22,909 8,13,647 4,710

Persia . . . . 50,872 3 1,536 2,910 1,050

Others . . . . | 5,200 4,955 9,072 6,583 14,325

pl +
TotaL 182,78,743 | 1,36,17.934 | 183,34,120 | 2,28,13.727 3,10,13,295

115

. XV.—Re-eaports of Foretgn Silk from India.

1889-90
~1860-91

189182 .

1892-93

18594 .
' 1804.95

1895-96
1896-97
1897-08
1898-99
1899-00

© 1900-01

1801-02

1902-03

1003-04
1904-06
190506
1906.07
1007-08
190800
1909-10
19101
1911-12
1912-13
191314
191415

4

Stk MAxv-

Raw Smx. FAOTURES, T;;:;RI;SE.-
Quantity in Value in Value in Vélue in
b, Rs. Rs. Ra.
116,261 3,39,513 5,71,578 9,17,001
145,298 4,00,240 6,46,769 10,47,000
119,019 3,74,381 6,609,822 10,44,803
109,141 3,712,253 7,17,637 10,89,890
113,069 3,49,809 7,06.777 10,56,588
95,542 2,51,624 9,01,135 11,52,659
60,680 1,95,600 8,87,698 10,83,388
88,650 | 250,602 7,902,417 10,43,109
66,654 1,86,994 5,83,148 7,70,140
72,832 1,88,037 4,67,128 6,556,165
90,795 1,71,013 4,64,791 6,36,704
97,519 1,890,476 5,33,749 7,23,224
59,941 1,46,265 6,72,841 8,10,106
85,249 1,62,279 7,33,519 8,95,798
68,131 1,40,828 6,98,160 8,38,988
54,522 1,48,729 6,01,942 7,60,61L
69,330 1,365,045 8.47,797 7,82,842
105,288 3,78,860 8,77,683 10,566,648
83,333 1,80,623 5,45,251 7,05,874
74,135 1,18,677 4,21,181 5,39,868
72,617 1,81,170 447,915 6,20,085
70,280 1,17,765 5,57,490 8,715,255
17,014 88,935 6,80,730 7,69,865
56,165 1,265,250 8,23,245 9,48,495
21,3M 1,03,125 10,05,360 11,08,485
74,000 5,48,000

LS

14,306

6,22,000

it
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