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Cunparam Speciar Coumissionez’s Courr,
19¢h January 1847,

No. 48,
‘ Feox
W. A. D. INGLIS Esq,,
Special Commissioner at Cuddapah.
To
Sie H. C, MONTGOMERY Barr,
QrFrICIATING SECRETARY To GOVERNMENT,
Joupictar DzparTMENT,
Fort 8t, George.

Sir, N

The trials of persons committed by the Magistracy as haviag been concerned in the late
disturbanoes in the Caddapah district, bave now been nearly all completed, and the proceedings
held are being roferred as fust as the translations can be made; and as it is not likely that many
more cases will be committed, or that anytbing further material will be elicited in rega:d to
the origin and caunses of the entbreak, I proceed to report on the different points regarding
which Government have required information to be sapplied. These points appear to be as
follows :—viz, “ The specifi causes proximate and remote of the late disturbamces, the imme-
diase cause which led the Poligar Narasimhs Reddi to take up arms against the Government,
and the causes of the disaffection of the Cuttoobady peons who joined him” to each of which
poxnts, I shall advert a8 briefly as possible.

With regard to the remote causes of the outbreak, I think that the frequent changes
in the ofﬁce‘of Collector in this distriot within the last 10 or 12 years, have undoubted!y tended
in a great measure to produce the state of affairs, which ended in open rebellion. For many
yoars, a pre judice seems to have very generally prevailed against; the district, owing probably
to tho heat of the climate of the ‘Town of Cuddapah during &' portion of the year, the vast
extent of the district, and the arduous natare of the duty with the want of compensating
urcumsbn.nces, snoh as the society and means of recreation obtainsble in other distriots, and in
oouseqnence Cuddapah came to be viewed both by Collectors and acting Coﬂectors merely as
» stepping stone to un appointment in a more favourite locality, '

8. A reference to the Gazette will, I believe, show that including Oolleotors, soting Col-
lectors, and Sub-Collectcrs in charge, the number of changes has beon upwards of twelve,
gsince Mr. Lacon (the last gentleman who held the office long) was Collector; and I believe
that most of the gentlemen so appointed, were ignorant of the language of the district, and had
little or no previous experience in it,

4. It seems to me quite natural, and it has doubtless often occurred, that acting Collectors
who are of course slways anxious for a permanent appoiotment, and permbnently appointed
Collectors, who dislike a district and are anxious to leave it, should be desirous to lose no time
in recommending themselves to Government by showing their zeal in bringing forward seem-
ing abuses in the district in which they are, and in pointing out imperfections in the system
of such district; and that in their anxiety to do so, they should be apt to overlook, and:not
sufficiently consider, the history and customs of the district, the nature of the tenures of land
and the rights and feelings of the people, whereas the very same individuals, if permanently
appomted and satisfied with their sivnation, might probably hesitate to embarass themselves
by raising discussions prematurely on snb]egts not long, and well weighed and considered-
There are many other obvious ways, but whieh need not be dwelt on bere, in which frequent
changes in the office of Collector and Magistrate, most necessarily be injurieus, such as injudi-
cious selections for the situations of Head of Police, and ¢ther important, though minor,
appointments from want of personal knowledge of the respective qualifications of applicants,
inefboient supervision of the Police from want of local knowledge, and acquaintance with the
language of the district, etc, W.hat 1 have thus alluded to generally, seems in my hamble
opinion to bave been long geing on ia & very marked manner in Cndda.pah whxch leads me to
the more xmmed.\m causes of the disturbances in the dntnct
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coatort t{:::fb:::ih“;rz f(‘: Sevtu\m] years of the prevalenco of excitement, ninrm, aad dis-
ing on. and té’e‘me © o s nc(; owiag to rumours current, regarding the corresponience carry-
1n:’1,mg, which w; > lre;: lpten ed with respect to the Bhatwurty as well as to the Cuttoobady
althr)r’n—h ' a4 Mue m’nre‘nsed by the.measures adupted within the last 18 mouths: and
; igh 1t was the resumption of certain Cuttoobady Inams, which hnmediately led to the
{nsurrect!on, yet, 1 am satisficd that the di<content occasioned by the measures adopied repard-
:{f t}:; Bh;twmthy Inawa, c_zmsed the upper classes generally to view it much more favour-

y than they would otherwise have done the knowledgoe of which general feeling, doubtless

en o 3 .
couraged many of the leading insurgents to make themselves more promineot in the out-

brenk than they would etherwise have ventured to do; and T feel thereforo that if 1 omitted
tO. advert particularly to the latter sabject also, I should fail to couvey to Government a true
plcture of the state of affairs, and the feelings of the people hero; and I shall therefore enter
as briefly as possible into this branch of the subject before proceeding to deacribe the weasures
adopted r«garding the Cuttoobady Inams, and the consequences of tkem.

. 6. 'Tha Bhatvarthy Ioams of this district are extensiv>, rent free landed tenures held by
different classes, but generally 1,y Brahmius, as is implied by the term which signifies simply
“Graots to Brahmaos”. Uud.r this bead, and that of Khyrutee, are comprised all the Inzms
in the distriot being less than a whole village, not service lands or grant od on some specific
account, avd bearing a corresponding designation. Of the latter, there are many different
heads, but the total amount is comparatively small; and they are thercfore upimportant, as are
also the Khyratee InamsX/ The Bhatavartby Inama bear a value according to the survey
assessment of, I bslieve, upwards of 6 lacs of rupees per annum. The exsct amount, Tam
anable to state from memory, and have not the means of immedinte reference to the Collector’s
o\ﬁ'xce, that officer being at a distance, nor is positive acearacy on this point of importance.
The real apnual value is of course much less, as the lands are not all oultivated, and those «
cultivated are usually taken by the Circar ryots on terms lower than the assessment. In
treating theretore of Bbatvarty Inams, it must be borue in mind that that term comprises in
‘fa.mct almost the whole rent free land of the distriot, exclusive of thc shrotriem and Agraharam
villages, the former of which generally pay some quit rout; nnd that these Inams have afforded
the only opening by which any unative of this vast district, who by his industry acquired
?vealth, wags enabled to obtain by purchase, rent free land, which, in this country as elsewhere,
is an object of the greatest ambition with all. The cultivation of these inams under certain
restrictions by the Cirear ryots, has also been i reality a great assistance to them, and in con-
sequence a source of gemeral prosperity to the district; for no ryot would cultivate an inam
from which he is liable to be ousted at will, unless he got it on very favourable terms much
below the assessment in general,

.7. The Bhatvarty Ingxp_d_gm,ama_lg.ggg ‘body of native gentry, maay of them possessipg
Og_n_s%dﬂ!&hh-uta.hl, comprising lands in many different villages, while others have but small
holdings—some of them are in the public service, others are engaged in commerce; but a
great number live on their properties, and subsist on the produce and rents of them. They
have held their estates for 47 years, or siace the oession of the country in fee simple, er as
private property, having perfeat liberty to alienate them by gift, or sale, and were happy and
contented, feeling certain from their gonfidence in the good faith of the British Government
that while it has not been the practice to make new grants, no changes would be made in re aré
to old tenured. Their feelings now however are of a far different nature. «" s

. 8. In 1845, the Bosrd of Revenue having come to the conclusion that Bhatavarty
inams 'were of the nature of the oharitable allowances mentioned in clause 2 Regulatio of_
1831, instructed the Collector to objeot through the Government vakil to the jurisdiction of the
Courts over these inams to prokibit any transfer of them by gift, or sale, end to report all
cases of deaths .of present incumbents for the special orders of Government; which instructions
?mve l.)een strictly acted up to. Acoordingly, when an inamdar dies, his_lands are attached
’1mmedmtelz, apd his family, even when he has left sons, are kept in s state of anxiéfy aﬁdj
suspense for mouths; and when the order for t;)n‘tinuing the inam arrives, (if such is the order),

the beir is informed that he receives the estate of his ancestors not a8 his hereditary right, but
as the bounty of Government, and for his life only. The people here generally know not:hing

S

e.bout tho Regnlations _enacted by the Government, or the constructions which may be put on
hiom, and onl® Tearn the intentions of the Government from the eoforcement of their orders by
the local offcers. They now fscl no confidence in the permanency of anything, and comraonly
smy % in what can we now trast” “and. in what respect is the Company’s Gorvernment better
than former Governmggtnsf’_’j
_Twm Collector made his application to the Court objecting to its jurisdiction over
Bhatavarty inams, I repeatedly requested to be furnished with an exposition of the grounds
of such objection, but could nbtain none except eopy of the Board’s instructions to him, and of
s letter from the Board to Government, dated 14th Aagust 1845, in which it was mentioned
that in a glosssry of revenue terms, Bhatavarty inams were defined to be «grants _mostly of &
religious or charitable nature,” The Board of Revenue, doubtless, may have other and better
Frounds for their opinion, bub this was the only one stated, and accordingly I, as Civil dudge,
over-ruled the said application for reasons stated im my Proceedings of the 2nd June
1846, in which I alluded to the aunxiety prevailing through the district, and adverting to the
importance of the subject, stated that under any circumstances I thought it desirable thab- it
should be brought before the bighest judicial nathorities, and that any chamge in the practice
of the courts in a matter of sach consequence should originate with thema._ 7
10. The following is, as far as I know, all that can be said on both sides of the question.
In Sir Thomas Munro’s instructions to surveyors, be directed that all sundry inams having no
specific designation, noder which they could be classed, should be entered, if belonging to
Mubammadans, as ““ KHYRATEE,” and, if belonging to Hiodoos, as “BHATVARTY;” in-
framing which order, he, of course, could not foresee what construction might be put on it, in
conr.ection with regulations subsequently passed. Consequently, in the abstract list io the
cutcherry classifying inams, Khyratee, and Bhata-vrity inams are bracketed together as Dhar-
madayam or secular, as distinguished from Devadayam or religious grants. Then come service
inams of different kinds, and lastly Pallekattu, Kota, &o., or such as havea specific designation
denoting their origin. The term * Dharma” is one of very extended signification, but the
translation, which I have given of Dharmadayam as distinguished from Devadayam, is, I
believe, the correct one. Henoce, has arisen, as I imagine, the idea that Bhatvarti and Khyratee-
inams sre similar aml are both of the nature of the charitable allowances mentioned in section 2,
Regulation 1V of 1831, Khyratee inaws are reslly in some measure of a religious or cha-
ritable natore, being mostly #mall grants in muny instances, connected with the preservation
and care of Mahommadan tombs. Sir Thomas Munro ordered such inams of Mahommadsns
as had previously no specific designation to be classed as Khyratee, simply because he knew
that they were mostly of a charitable nature, as the term implies, aad the inams of Bindus to be
classed as Bhatvarty because he knew that almost all of them belonged to Brahmins.

11. The Yeomiaks mentioned in Section 11, Regulation IV of 1881, are small ailowances
in money of an elomogynary nature granted by the native Governments, and continued by the
British Government. They are also in this district in many instances connected with the
sweeping and care of Mahommadan Tombs, and correspond with the grants in land
called ““ Kbyratee;” and the term ¢‘charitable silowances” in the above mentioned enact-
ment, seems to me to be merely used as an explanation of Yeomiah.

12. No appesl to the Court of Sadr Udalut has, yet, that I am aware of, been made
against my decision as Civil Judge, but as an intention of makingtne was intimated—the de-
cision of suits regarding Bbatvarthy inams, and the sale of such as were attached in execution
of decrees, have been suspended in the meantime ; but the Collector continaes to attach the
lands in ull cases of deaths of the present incumbents. What the decision of the Sudr
UDALAT in appeal might be, T, of course, cannot tell ; but I hope that the Government may
see the question in the same light that I do, and see fit to interfers at once, because even if
the extensive, and in many cases, ancieat landed tenares alluded to, could be made oub to be
o? an elemosynary nstare and liable to resumption at plessure by mesns of a strained construc-
tion of & portion of a8 Government regulatio? of which regulation the people have really no
knowledge, aud which constroction even n brought forward only many years after the

/

passing of the zaid Regulation and extension of it by Act XXX of 1836, yet, it would bLe .

g
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better to rescind the enactment than to prolong and perpetuate the discontent and distrast in the
good faith of Government, which whether justly or not, certainly now prevails, an@whioh would
be ill repaid by any increase of revenue derived from the gradusl absorption of these inams,,_
Besides, it is questionable whother any great permanent increase of revenue would be really
obtained by the resumption of the whole of them, because the extinction of so large a body
of resident land holders, would probably bave a very detericrating influence ou the trade and
maoufactures of the district, and consequently on the prices of produce, and the general pros-
perity of the District, which hitherto has been such that I believe the revenue has been gra-
dually on the increase, althongh probably less has been done for the improvement of this

district, than of any other; and the revenue has been paid with a punctuality not exceeded if
equalled in any other district.

~

13. Thereis one portion of the inams ia this district which appears hitherto te have escap-
ed observation, althongh they, of all, would form the most proper and legitimate objects of
resumption. They are of different kinds, and are entered in the accounts as amanal inams.
When the claims to inams after the cession of this district had been in great part investigated
and decided on, there remained a good many in each talook of a doubtful nature, but which
there was pot, from pressure of other business, time to investigste fully at once, and as the
parties claimed to have been lomg in possession, they were allowed to continwe so on giving
securily annually for the rent of them, pending a foll and fical investigation of their claims.
The pressure of duty has been such ever since thet, thet investigation) has never yét been
made, and the parties remain generally in possession still ; but as their olaims were originally -
doubtfal and have never been established by them, and as they never received any guasrantee
but rather the reverse, these inams might, I think, without injustice, be resamed on lapses
occurring, if such measures should be thought proper. It may also be remarked that the
cultivation of ciroar waste land, of which there i3 plenty, would no doubt be great]'y extended
i, by improving the road to the presidency now barely passable for carts, and opening the
passes in the two chains of mountains which obliquely intersect the district, facilities were
given for carrying produce to the best markets ; and that would form themost desirable souroe

of increase of revenue.

14. I now proceed to advert to the measures adopted regarding the W‘
1t appears that previous to the year 1839, attention having been drawn to the prevalence of
gang robberies in this district, some correspondende took place between the Magistrate snd
the Judicial anthorities, in which various opinions were broached as to the causes to which the
existing state of affairs shoald be attributed..In submitting on the 26th August 1839, » repors
on the subjoct called for by Govarnment, Mr. Blane, then Collector and Magistrate, "?d,"«'h°
had held the situstion at that time for about one year, baving officiated im it for'ﬁ F;.h"t time
at & former period, adverted to the large bodies of Cuttoobaddy peons lecated - in partionlar
villages and in certain taluks only, while in some taluks there were fow oF noa® of that °h?‘“’
and suggested the idea of remodelling the village police, in which he iﬂﬁl“d'd she Cnttuba@dxes,
80 as to effect @ more equal distribution of them through the district. o

15. This idea was approved of by the Board of Revenus, who sinco, that period, have
continued to carry on a cofrespondanoe ol intervals with the Colleeto.r calliog for reports
and statements with the view of submitting the plan for the approbation of Government as
soon as it was matured. The last report forwarded was by the present Ag. Collector on the

15th December 1845, submitting certain information and statements called for.

16. It is not necessary here to enter into the details of the oorrespondqu, bat 0“1! to
remark that Government, when the subject has come casually before them, have, while waitfng
the full development of the Plan, expressed their doubts as to the expedienoy’ ﬂ' thqerPo sed
measures. I may also mention that during the short time I acted as Colleoter previonsly to
receiving my present permanent appointment, I took no part in the said “'”é?"nd'ncf’ and,
had I been called to do 80, Was prepared then to have remonstrated strenuously regarding the
danger and inexpediency of the measures proposed. '

17. The general foatures of the asid plan s be as follows :—Te ptam such number
only of the Cuttoobaddies, eto., as ::; h‘: nqmtoin :hé villages in which they are now

5%

located ; to remove to other villages in the same taluks where there are fow or none of them at
present, snoh of the Cuttoobaddies, as are willing to be removed, resuming their present l‘;mds,
and giving to them fresh grants of waste land in the villages to which they are removed ; to
resume the whole of the remaining inams on the doath of the present incambents ; and to ap-
point, a8 such lapsus occur, either the heirs of tho said persons, if willing, or other parties with
fresh grants to other vilages and taluks, where their services wight he required, 4o as to have
an average number of village peons, for each village, according to its size, There was also to
be & minimum standard of remuneration, to which the inaws less than the standard, were to be

raised and those now in excess of it, even if retained, were to be reduced on the death of the
present incumbents,

18. Tn this way, the inams of 1396 Cuttoobsddies rated in the survey assessment at
Rs. 27,767-0-7, and of 8 Kavilgars rated at Rs. 1,347-4-8, were to be resamcd on the death of
the present possossors; 289 Cuttoobaddies were to be removed to cther villages with their
own consent, and by curtailing the inams of 1,695 Cuttoebaddies, beariog & survey asseesment
of Rs. 74,895-12.10, te the proposed standard, resamptions to the smount of Rs. 29,623-12-5
would also be carried to the account of Government, while on the other hand the new grants
of waste land required for peons removed or newly appointed to villages where their gervices
were considered, requisite, and for raising inams when necessary to the propesed standurd,
would cause, notwithstanding all these resumptions a et expense to Government of Rs, 4134.
I doabt however whether the consent of 239 Cuttcobuddies to be removed from their villages,

althongh reported by the Tahsildars, can be considered as genuine, or other then extorted by
the"thiﬁ%ﬁmesuiﬁtioﬁ: ks € >

19. The professed object of these measares was, and the practical effect, obviously would
be, to scatter the Cuttoobaddy peons, and destroy them as 2 body to diminish their numbers, and
reduce those retained to the condition of talayaries or village peons, and the said mcasares
would thereforo be of & very harsh nature, indeperdently of other objections to them, which
seem to me unsurmountable, although apparently hitherto totally overlooked, and which will
be presently adverted to. The Cuttoobaddies are generally of two classes—(1) relations of
the Poligars and their chief retainers who received large grants for their sapport ; m the

Tower class of retainers “who_held only very small inams, frequently bardened with a heavy
quib rent, whioh inams they received as a sort’ of /retg_iu}ipfg_ 'f_ feo to seoure their 's_e;xiice_s when
required, and they looked more to the batta given them, and opportunitios of plandor when oa
service, than to their inams for their subsistence. The former class are comparatively wealth;-
and substantial p:o‘;;lza :fteTfl;)leng patta lands in addition to their inams, and sewillg, ‘when
called out, by means of substitates ; and the proposcd measures would be particularly harsh
towards them, The latter, notwithstanding the smallness of their inums, have been willing to
serve, because they have not hitherto been required to igive more than a few weeks service
during the year, and because, if called out to farnish a guard in & pass, or for any other duty
beyond their ususl tour in supplying a guard in turns for a few weeks for the Taluk Cutcherry,
or assisting to escort prisoners to the Criminal Court, they were entitled to 2 annas per diem a8
batta. The outtoobaddies are only located in particular villages in certain taluks, and gene-
rally in large numbers togcther, and in those villages a few of them by turns are expected tc
sleop as & guard at night in the village choultry ; but that is net very strictly attended to and
under the circumatances stated that duty is trifling and almost nominal; aud they have uot

been expected to perform any other duties than those above stated, which are obviously more
of a military nature in assisting the police than duties of the police. il

20. It appears to me very questionable whether the proposed measures, if carricd ont
would have the desired eileet of improving the police and checking gang robberies. The t:xla:
ries or village peons uuder whatever designanion are generally subservient to their mmmediate
superiors, the Missal reddics and curnams ; and the latter Owing to the subdivision of the service
lands among co-sharers, being 100 often needy in their circumstances, and sometimes still f urther
impoverisked by the infliction of the heavy fines, are led, in many instances, to resort to the
hat‘bouring of gang robhers and other illicit means of remunerating themselves% When such
is the case, to increase the number of talaries would ke only to place s0 many more tools at
their disposal, and when the state of affairs is different, a small number of village peons onjy
is necessary for the performance of the duties really requisite from village pclice,
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21. 1 believe that, exclnding the cuttoobadies altogether, the ancient village police will
be fcund to have survived all changes and to bo a8 effective hore as in other districts; that
there are generally speaking a sufficient number of village police under the different local
designations of talaries, Mohtadies, village peons, Malavandloo or Pariahs, otc.; and that they
are adequately remunerated. In support of this opinion, I beg to submit the statement A
showing the number of Talaries etc., as distinguished from cuttoobadies, and kavilgars in each
village, in the Koilkuntla taluk; from which, it will be seen that in 100 villages, there are 926
village police servants giving an average of rather more thsn 5 to each village; that the
numbers vary from 1 to 38 being in most cases ‘according to the size of the village, and that
the average emoluments of each, amount to nearly Rs. 36, there being only one small village
in which there is no peon. In reference to the amoant ‘of emoluments, it must not be over-
looked that a village peon resides among bis family and relations, that only a portion of bis
time i3 taken up with his official duties, aud that he generally either oultivates patta land, or
has come trade or ocoupatiou according to his eaate, by which he in part supports himself.

22. T believe that in other taluks the result will be found not far different, and if, in
some few villages in certain taluks, one or more additional talaries be absolutely requisite, such
defioiencies might be supplied by grants of waste land at & small cost, without interfering
with vested hereditary rights, or having recourse to the sweepiug changes which bave been
described, and which must necessarily have produced the greatest disoontent.

s 28. Inthe correspondence regsrding the Costoobady peons, frequent assertions have

been made somewhat at random, as I imagine, stigmatising them in a body &8 harbourers ‘_”f
thieves, (which could in reality only be done by the heads of villages); and es taking part 1n
the perpetration of gang robberies, Amongst them, as among other numerous clagses of the
people, bad characters are donbtless to be found ; and some of the lowest of them have been
implicated in robberies; bat in such cases it seems to me that the proper course would have
been to resume at-once the inams of all those who were convicted of sny heinous offence
which wonld eheck the practice and not to punish for the offences of such persons, the more
respectable members of the body, who have not been guilty of any delinquencies. The
fallaciousness of such general assertions may be gathered from the fact that geng robberies

have been most prevalent in the taluks, where, there are few or no Cnttoobadio;. .ITD_:%;_
A hitvel Taluk, where the Cuttoobadies are most numerouns and smount to DO lees than 1,

persons, gang robberies have, for many years, been almost unknown, wheress, in the P““;";f“"
Talak, ibﬂu&ng robberies have alwsys been most frequent, there are ouly 10 Cuttoobadies.

84. The prevaleuce of gang rebberies in the Pulivendla taluk must, I .think, .in abg!:h:
measare be atiributed to the impossibility of eny efficient superintendence of its polﬂ” "i”
head of the polise, owing to its vast size, which is far too great for any one person ﬂ(’ ;.:’; ‘“d’
however active and zealous he may be. This taluk, which formerly composed Wo"by about 40
the Kadiri and Pulivendla taluks,) extends from north to south about 70 :i::.rly s whole
miles from esst to west, and comprehends 231 villages. It boun(%l t.hro-ug. of rebbers from
length with the Bellary district, being thus much exposed to the metfﬂwb s long and diffi-
that district ; and is interseoted about its centre by & chain of m“n“;:“’ an southern por-
cult pass, through which is the only communiestion between the northera
tions of the Tuluk.

25. A vory well considered and desirable arrangement was soggestel 1bykM; . IA(:::;::Q;
when acting Principal Collector in 1843, by whioh the small and open taluk o

. . . a8 WO
being absorbed into the adjoining talgks, the division of Pulivendls iato two talaks (

ho
originally the case) might be effected withont any additional expense to Go.'.rnm;:.:.no:' 1
Board of Revenue at the time found some objections te the measure, having "nno; bat 1
believe, 10 the preparation of the aceounts and comparative statements of r:i"cho measure
imagine that amny inconvenience caused in that way would not be very 8?‘“" sn
woald I think have the best effects on the Police of that part of the district.

. do not find that

26. Althongh a remodelling of the village police bas been pro h tl’on tt;’uk peons have

sny reform of the talak police has been stated to be necessary, altboug’ and several of them
i reslity beer as muoh implicated as the Cuttoobadies in gasg robberies;

b
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arc now working on the roads here. Heads of Police are too apt to favour, and screem their
own peons, and not listen readily to accusations agninst them; and when endeavouring to
account for she state of the Police in their taluks, to lay the blame anywhere else; but the fact
15 that oasos frequently occur,iwhere although the circumstances ;nay not be so glaring as to
force enquiry, yet much suspicion attacies to police peons of being socessory to robberies
either before or after the fact. Tha taluk poons are of two clasacs, Police and attavany or
Revenue peons, the,fomler receiving Rs. 4 and the latter Rs. 3-5-0 per mensem; bat both
olasses perform_%eufme and polico daties indiscriminately, as nccasion requires. These peons
are obliged to give constant service; and their duty necessarily canses them to be generally
absent from their homes. The pay they receive is less than what is generally given to the
same class of servants elsewhers;iand is not sufficient to support them and their families; and
n consequence they all, I believe, without exception, lovk more or less to cking out by
perquisites and other illicit means, the pittance they receive. It is well when they do not
resort to worse courses than mersly allowing a little delay in the strict enforcement of the
orders given them on obtaining free quarters in a village for a fow days.

27. My own experience in this district extending over a period of about 11 years, during
which I have officiated ia almost every sitnation, Revenue and Judicial, leads me to the
conclusion that the best means of improving the police of this district, and dirinishing the
number of robberies wonld be, (1) to improve the condition of the Missal reddies and Kur-
nams, through whoee joint connivance only the harbouring of thieves and robbers can take
place within the limits of a village, by giving them a greater share of the emoluments
properly belenging to their offices, than they now, owing to the sub-division of service insms,
generally have. This may be done, I think by the Collector without much difficulty, if the
meoasures adopted are judicious and graduoal sccording to circumstances, and opportunities
presented; but the state of affairs in different villages is 5o varions as mentioned by Mr. Blano
in his report previonsly allnded to, that I do not think it would be possible to lay down any
general rule which would be satisfactory in its working, as 1egards the amount of emoluments
to be enjoyed in each village by the mirasidars in office, and out of office respectively ; (2)
the dividing of the Palivendls taluk into two as suggested by Mr. Arbuthnot ; and (3) the
improving of the condition of the Taluk peons by revising the establishment and appointing
a safficient number of peons on better pay than they now have. I think they probably ought

to have an inoreass of about Re. 1 por mensem to put them on an equality with those of most
othor digtriots.

28. Much bowever must always depend on the sagacity and ability of heads of police
and upon the efficiency and judiciousness of the Magistrates’ measures, in supervising and
controlling those officers, and with all that it must yet be expected that the perpetratien of
gang robberies, although it may be checked, will still take place to some extent, particularly
in years of soaroity, while tho District continues in its present unimproved state. It is in
most parts very hilly and jungly, and is divided by two chains of mountains intersecting it
diagonally from northwest to sontheast intn 3 parts which only communicate with one an-
other by long snd dificult passes, not passable by heavily laden carts, as is also the case with
a great part of the road to the Presidency. If the said road was improved, and the passes
slluded to opened, communication between different parts of the distriet would be increased
the carriage of produce to the best markets would be facilitated aud a stimulus given to tmd;
and manufactures which would open many sources of employment to the lower classes aund
place thom in a condition less exposed to the temptation of joinimgin gang robberies, while

incrensed communication between lifferent parts would also tend to render the harbouring of
robbers more difficult, 4

29. Having thus briefly adverted to the points to which in my humble epinion atiention
should be directed in order to effect any real improvement in the police of this district, I have
now to observe that whatever advantages might have been expected from the propased pian
for remodelling the village polies, it seoms to have been totally overlooked that insarmount.-
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able obstacles existed to the carrying out of such plan in the fact, that the Cuttoobedy peons,
(who have never formed part of the village police at all, but are only a sort of (bilitia) called
out occasionally to assist the pelice) received a special guarantes from Sir Thoms Munro on
the part of the Government that their Inams should be continued to them hereditarily during
good behaviour on covdition of their yielding to the British Government the sawe services
only which they had formerly given to the Poligars, and that therefore any imterference with
their inams, except by resamptions on account of the proved misconduct of individuals, would
implicate the Gnvernment iz a direct breach of faith towards them, The resamption of
Kavilgar inams can,Ifear,only be viewed in the same light. The Kavilgars of the Ceded distriots
are described by Sir Thomrs Munro as being descendants of asort of .pettf Ppligars to whom
from polirical motives, certain hereditary lands and allowanoces were continaed ; and he states
that they are to be viewed as persons pensioned in order to keep them quiet, that no wseful
service could be expected from them, and no serviee therefore should be required from them,
bat that their lands and allowances should be resumed on failure of heirs ; and although he
held the Cuttoobadies liable for occasional service when required, he did met expeot that such
service would be of much use and intended that their inams should also be resumed on failare
of heirs. In regard to the Kavilgar tenures of the Ceded districts and the natare of the duties
hitherto performed by the cattoobady peons, and for which alone they are lisble, I beg leave

te rofer the Government to Sir Thomas Munro’s report of the 10th April 1806, addressed to -

the Secretary of the Police Committee, a valuable doeument, and which gives an aodprate
acconnt of the Police as it then was, and now exists im this part of the ¢country, and I would
refer particalarly to paras 18 and 15 of that report.

30. When this distriot was ceded to the British Government, the town of Caddapah and
the Taluks immediately adjoining is only were under the direct mnﬂ‘gem’nh of the fuling
power; and the remainder of the district was almost entirely in possession of P lifirs, who kept
up much larger bodies of armed peons than they were bound to do by their tenures, and
withheld their peshkush altogether, if not compelled annually to pay by tho'mnce ofa 1?’8‘
force ; and such was the state of anarchy that little revenue would seem ﬁve been derived
from the district by the Nizam’s Government during the ten years they held it. The measures
it was found necessary to adopt to put @ stop to this state of anarehy, were to resume all the
paliams and grant hereditary pensions partly in money, and partly in land to the poligars and
kavilgars,and to continueto the hereditary pertion of the poligars’ peons (whoare the Cq@;qod&d}"

peons) their inams on the same terms as they previously held them; and S8ir Thomad Munro-

states that notwithstanding the favourable natare of the terms granted, ho; mﬁhmn“y

in persuading many of the pcons to come in and acoept them. ¥ .

31.  Those meagures were in the highest degree successful in 806 g e th:hde:::::
object, for, although gang robberies have since been aiways more or MW ‘5;:, they ads
not been at all so prevalent as they are described to bave been P“"‘ou!, od by .y’ ° ro

f armed men, have since

which were formerly nowhere safe, except for considerable bodi" o : '
continued to be almost universally safe, and free from niolestation to tmv.ellers, while, until the
occurrence of the past year, open insurrection againat'Govemment, which was orly the com-
mon and constant custom of the poligars has been a thing mever heard or ﬁlought '::)f. For IE:;;
account of the Poligars and the state of this part of the conntry at the tim¢ when lt'f“ co{ ed,
I would beg to refer Colonel Manro’s letter of the 20th March 1802, ,t«h Pmt@‘:d
Members of tho Board of Reveaue, in which reference is also made to & previoy latbef o4 tho
same subject of the 12th Auguat 1801 not to be found now in the Cuddapah i oy

32. In regard to the hereditary natare of the Cuttoobaddy Inams, and tHy.00

3 §re
which they were guaranteed, I mj te n documents, but it WikgF
y gu » 1 might quo nmorou.s o %0 ohie ¥ } "letters as per
Letter frons Colonel Munro to the Ohief Seeretary to sufficicnt to ¥@ h ' o
(:mven.nmm, under date 3Uth September 1801. From the 4 . nd prtioullflf %o the latter om
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being from the Secretary to Government; 40
the Prosident and Members of the Board of Revenue, under date the 18th September ’”’f
which, being brief, and of 80 clear and decisive a nature, bas been transeribed in the maygin:

[eJ.
From—the Secrctary to Government,
Ty—the President and Members of the Board of Revenue,
Dated—18th September 1821,

¢ Gentlemen

[}

« The Honourable the Gevernor in Council thinks it proper to point out to .y'our notice that ”’
“the Cutbady Inams in the Ceded Districts have always beer hereditary, and that the eue-
“ cession to them ought to be regulated by the usage of the country. Ona fotmer occasign,”
““ you have been apprized of the importance attached by Government to the maintenaace of™”
“ all horeditary privileges. You will make such commaunication as you may judge proper ’co’:
““the Collectors of Cuddapah and Bellary, desiring them not to disturb the Cutbady peons’
“ ip $he pussession of their Inams. »
’ (Sign~d) D. HILL,

4 Serre.ary to Government.

This letter was elicited by a proposal of the Board of Revenue at that time to assess Cuttubady
Inams upon the death of the existing incambents with a quit-rent equal to one-third of the
survey assessment, and it states distinotly the hereditary nature of the Cuttoobaddy Inams,
and the importance which the Government at that time (of which Sir Thomas Munro was the
head) attached to the maintenance of all hereditary priviieges.

33. I now proceed to show in what manner the measures described are connected with
the insurrection which teok place. In December 1845, the Acting Collector Mr. Cochrane’s
report was sent in with the statements regarding the Village Police called for by the Board
of Revenue; and early in the year 1846, the Acting Collector having reported the deaths of
certain Cuttoobaddies, entered as not required for service in the statements sent by bim and
having requested instructions, he was directed in the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue
of the 28th May 1846, to resame the inams referred to, and all similar lapses and levy the full
assessment on thom keeping the same in deposit, and allowing the heirs of the late incumbents
to retain possession if they chose to pay the acsessment, pending the final settlement of the
cuestion of the reform of the Cuddapah Police, and accordingly in due course im the month
of June, the resumption of the lands of 23 individuals deceased, as per statement B, took place ;
all of whem (with exception of Nos. 3 and 4, who left no heirs and whose lands were there-
fore proper objeots of resumption) left sons, brothers, or nephews, male heirs, entitled to suc-
cead to their land, No. 1 in the statoment B, is an extentive Kavilgar Inam, bearing a sarvey
assessment of Canteroy Pagodas 454-1-9, which, on the authority of Sir Thomas Munro, is a
hereditary allowance, for which no service iz required. Yet, this has been resumed, notwith-
standing that the late incumbent has left a son, entitled to succeed to it. It will be observed
that with exception of Nos. 18 to 21, the whole of the lapses and resumptions, took place
either in the Koilkuntla taluk, or in the adjoining taluks, and or the immediate borders of it ;
and it ia also worthy of remark that the Cuttoobaddies of Goondladurty, Nossum, and the other
villagen of the Koilkuntla taluk, in which such resumptions took place, were the forsmost in
taking arms.

84. In the oourse of the wonth of June, the Tohsildar began to hear ramours that some
conspiracy was going ou, and some disturbance meditated ; and in the beginning of J uly, those
cumeurs were odnfirmed by its being ascertained that Narasimha Reddi was going about visi-
ting the principal villages, where the cuttoobaddies are located, in rotation, attended by about 30
armed men ; that on these occasions he was received im the villages with unnsual honours, the ,
whole of the cuttoobaddies of each village going out to meet him and escort him imto it.
Narasimha Reddi at this time sent by & messenger a written request for the amount of his
peosion for the month of May ; which had reached the Cubcherr_y and although such requests
had previously been occasionally complied with, the Tahsildar properly, as I shink on thisg
ocoasion, sent word that as no reason was assigned for his not coming in person for it aa
usual, and as he wished partioularly to see him it could not be sent. As he did not come
however, and as he was known to be with a body of armed followers at the village of Aku-
mulla, the Tnhm]dar deputed a party of peons with & warrant on the 3rd J aly, with instruc-
tious to bring .‘.Namimha Reddy, if pessible, by fair means to the Cutcherry to speak with him ;
but, if he refused o come, to show the warrant and apprehend him if possible.  His party




[. 10 l"
however was too strong to allow of his being apprehended on his refasal tb'pomg’ind he
even came to Koilkuntla and halted there during the next day on his way from Akumplls, in

the western part of the taluk to Rudravarem in the eastern part, still refusing to go to the
Tahsildar and give an account of his proceedings, thas daring the Tahsildar o seize him if

he could. As he went off at night, the Tahsildar sent the Talnk sureheshum or bead peon with ‘

as many peons as he could muster and with 100 cuttubaddies, whom he snmmim'qd from dif-
ferent villages, i pursuit of Narasimha Reddi in the direction of Radravaram; but after
following on his traces unsuccessfully for a fow days, the peons wore suddenly attacked by

Narasimbha Reddi, with several hundred armed men, mostly cattoobaddies,  while halting at
Mittupully, and were disarmed and made prisoners while the whole of the /ctittoobaddies with .~

them, deserted them and joined Narasimba Reddi, immediately on his appearance ; and when

the attack on the Taluk Cutcherry was made on the 10th July, the cuttoobaddies, whom the :

Tahsildar bad summoned for its defence, all behaved in the same manner. . It was also subse-
quently ascertained very olearly from the enrolment lists of the Reddi’s followers, found st
Kottakots, and the lists furnished to the Magistrate, of persons absent from their villages,

that the whole of the cuttoobaddies in that part of the counatry, were implicated in the rebellion, <.

and that the great majority had sactually taken up arms and joined Narasimha Reddi.
Government having already received full particulars of the subsequent coarse of the rebellion
snd the manner in which it was quelled, it is unnecessary here to enter inte ‘any dd(mis on
that subject. C

35. It is obvious that the iasurrection was in the first instance solely that of the outtoo- - '

baddies and their friends until, by the plundering of the Cutcherry, the scizure of the Tahsildar
and driving away of all the other public servants, a temporary state of anarchy was produced

when all the lowest classes in the surrounding country to the number of many thousands

flocked to the standard of Narasimha Reddi, not from any rega:d for him, or from motives
of disaffection to Government, but merely in the hopes of pluodering and pilfering with
impunity ; and they all dispersed as rapidly as they had collected on the first ocollision with
the troops. It is also I think equally obvious snd is indeed notorious, that the resumption of

Inams uuder the order of the Board of Revenue of the 28th May 1845 wae the immediate =

cause of the rising in rebellion by the cuttoobady peons, being as it were the spark which sot
fire to a train previously laid, the people having been previously aware that such measures
were threatened, aud would probably take place. Many of the cuttoobaddies admitted in-

directly in their depositions that all that olass were engaged in a common cause; and Nara- -

simha Reddi also admitted in bis depositions before the Acting Magistrat~that when }l?
hesitated to take the first fatal step of attacking the outcherry, they insisted on hﬁ'iimaining
with them and going on, while the Tahsildar in the report fornished by bim b'y"‘a#” of the
Magistrate after hisrelease, stated that the constant subject of conversation amongwtéhe persons
on guard over him was that, * if snccessful, they would mot only retain their pr?sent inams,
which the cirear were bent on taking fiom them, but wonld obtain inoreased greats from
Narasimha Reddi.” ' R

86. I also know that the same feeling of discontent and disposition for insurrection
prevails nniversally through the distriot amongst the ocuttoobaddies, and has even been'ey-
pressed very openly by some of them, who, when sent for by & Tabsildar to serve in their
turn on guard at the cutcherry, have refused to come saying “if our lands are to be _f.uken
from our children, we will not serve you any longer, and you may as well take them:at ence.”

) Many of the principal cuttoobadies in the Koilkuntla taluk ave related to th,é PU}IE“ :
' i Reddi, while he and they, being of the Kapu or cultivating olass of nodr* are -
related also to mauy of the héads of the villages and principal ryots, and over the wholeofthem,

he has of courss some hereditary jufluence owing to their having received their lands from
his ancestors; and in order to asgertain whether there could be anything in the oonduct of the
late Tahsildar Raghavacharlu (a stranger brought to the distriet by the late Principal
Collector) towards either him or them to sccount in any manner for their conduct, I had
depositions en solemn affirmation taken on that subjeot from all the public servants of old
standing attached to the Koilkuntla Taluk eutcherry ; but neither o that investigation from
my own proceedings held on fhe trials, nor from the pmou(iings received from the Magistrate,
did apything material of the sort appesr although from the Tahsildar, being a stranger put

. %o let bim go; and althog

, b}‘o'iiherl. The allowance for the Nosam famiiy

e ~ part of the Banaganapalli Jaghir,
" has of late years, deprived bim even of that resource.

& X
(1]

over the heads of servants of older standing in the district, and from his being, as I have bad
reasun to think, rather over-bearng and course ia bis maaner to his subordinates, Le was far
from;pp?‘ﬂhl‘s and anything that could bs sail against him would have been told readily.
It owk;‘!'” found that the caid Tahsildar had a Little anuoyed somo of the principal cuttoo
badies by objectitg to their serving for the short time ttey were liab e to be called out each
yoar by sabstitutes as th 'Y bad beeu in the babuit of doing, und pressing them to attend in
person, and that he sometimes required such as did sttend ia consequence of his requisitiors
to thht effeot to perform services some<whas of a menial mature ut his cwn house. This coun-
dact of the Tahsildar eXposes him to the suspicion of having wished to exvort from these
parties the payment of scme considsration to him for aliowing them to continue the practice
of serving by asubstitates, particularly as he adopted the course of innuvating on previovs
pr.a(it,ice, without Pefel'ring to the Magistrate on the subject; but any such gricvance was of u
trifliog nature and ander other circumstances would ouly bave forwed the sabject of a com-
Plai‘?t to the Magisirate, The veory fact of the iosurrection having taken place withaut any
Prevxou.s'complaiut., or remonstrance regarding thsir gr.evances by any «f the insurgents, makes
it, I thlf"‘: protty clear, were it not otherwise satficiently ebvious and indeed notorious that
such grievances must have had reference to 8 matter 1o which buth the I'absildar and Collector
(‘;‘e::e]::(::f;n to l?o acting under .snperior authority, and that any complaint regarding the acts
cers in suol'x matter, it was supposed, would not be listened to by that authority.
g:h Z:llc(ai ::h::rha::; :thl.s :viden-t ihat there wss not any sFrong porsoual feeling against the
s $0T, as geized by the rebels, the first impulse of Narasimha Reddy was
| gh, at the instigation of some of his followers, he resolved on detain
lest, it l‘oft atliberty, he should inanyway be able to counteract the plaus of the
to in overyway d:r‘:nrl:ltl;:h:?r’s ows palanqt.u'n was provided for him and his comnfort attended
me ke was detaiued and forced to accompauy the rebels.

38.  The insurgent leader Majjare Narasimba Reddi is the third and youugest son of
M.ulla Reddy, late Poligar of Ooyalgyﬁdg in the Koilknatla taluk, which pollam, in common
w11.7h. all the other pollams, was re shortly after the cession of this district to the
British Goverawment ; and i lieu thereof an all.wauce of rupees 70 per mensem was allotted for

ing the Tahsildar,
insurgents, yet, t

the maiotenance of the family. Haltof the said sum fell to the share of Mullaredd’s elder

:1: t:::.:':il:: :;llid el;{:”d I_Jy his wi*“w Dcdamma and the other balf being divided among
Reddy being of ‘n“ r;fi(.il’ .aﬂorded only rape:s 11 and ocd 10 each, which sumn Nurasimha
insuficient for his “':’:’ 1tions l'nd eXpensive torn with an increasibg family, tound quite
habit of recoiving fo tix even Wlt.h the contributiocs whish he appears to have been in tbe

# from the h"ed‘t“? retainers of both his father’s and mother's families

He is, through his mother, th
, through ! 12 s the deon of Jayaram Reddy, Poli i
of Nossam, alse in the Koilkantig talak, for tlfa support og W oo of the_extensive pollam

of ths Jollam, an allowe
9 the pollam, an allowance of aboat Re, 1,000, per mvnsem, was rauted ; and iy cous q
he has always been held by the people of higher rank and cousideration thay bis elx?i’: RRee

r half.
_ lapsed to Gove

e — T I T verument on the death . te .
PoBigar without male jssue, and the refusal to coutinue to Nardsimha Reddy aL;y ponri :h:fl:ah:

] —

;L::vda:vm :fh:h:m:, .B;d the consequont poverty and mdigeu“. ot his mature years, com-
has therefore aiways b uence O.f his child-bood, have no doubt runkled in his mind. He

. weys been (as Mmitted by himself) o disappointed and disgontented wan
anxious to Obtém n'nlltary Bervice, or to find any other means of bettering bis coadition,. Ht;
was for some time intheservice of ?bsh Alam Khan, awealthy Patan from Hyderab.ud, w h; held
11 mortgage ; bat the settlement of the affairs of that taluk,
He uppears to bave frequently visited

Kurnool and parts of the Hyderabad conncry,

'“?'9“"'8: 18 9”}1‘1 to have been his friend und to have occasionally afforded him a little pecuniary
”sm.‘nf”' It 18 probable that in the Hyderabad country, he may have both heard of and
::l: ;::—l:leotions .whcn protracted for some time endin g inncompromise, und flattered himse!f
That sm;,s,ht attain some such result, and procure an increased allowance for his support.
in which ¢ s “f”‘?l’ the case, may .be Slﬂured from his declarations, before the Magistrate,

“uplaining much of the insufficiency of bis means, he admitted that he was aware

hioh family, on the resumption _/

where the Vapaparthy Zamindar, being of the *
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:lltbe power ?f the COIT]Pany’g Govonn}eut, angd never expected that he conld b’ho for success-

o as to reg.am tha position of his Wxs He alse ctated that be bad been%actively con.
certing the insurrectina for six ubfithé before it took place, baving first thonghtef it about & "
year before; and that, at the last Homent when bis followers were assembled, and had msde
prison=rs of the peons sent torapprehend him, he hesitated whether to g>on with the rebellion
or ) procaed to Cuddapah and make a repl;euéntatiou to the Collector regarding his circam-
stanoes and mntives; but was persusded by the ca'toobadies to sdogt the former course, Is
other parts of his declarations denying that he inended any actual rebellion, and alleging
that when he went to Koilkantls and attacked the cutcherry with 5 or 600 men, bis object
was only to speak to the Tahsildar, and the conflict accidental. He altributed the outbresk
entirely to the issuing of a warrant for his apprehension ; all which, however, is quite iaoom-
patible with bis other admissions, and with the fact clearly es'ablished, and not denied by him
that n» warrant was issued unti he had refused to come peaoﬂbly aud give an account of his
procesdings ; nor until he had Leer going abuut for several days with o large & body of men
that his apprehension Ly the Tahsildar’s peons was not pouiblo, and when the only effeod of
the warrant could be to bring matters to a crisis, probably sooner than he intended, or wished,
a8 1t appeared that he was in hopes of Leing able to persuade several other Poligars, and dis-.
econtented persons in this part of the country and elsewhere to join him.

39. It w.uld appear therefore that his relations and friends, the pri neipal cuttoobadies,
being alsrm-d at the threatened loss or curtailing of their inems and baving coosulted l‘Dd
comp'nined to Narasimha Reddi the ides of bettering himself and them by an insurreotmn
ending in 8 ¢ mpromise, such as he may have witnessed or heard of elsewhere, snggested
itse f to his mind, that the resumption of certain inams, us slready meuntioned, merely brought
to a cri<is a conspiracy, which bad beea going on for many months previcusly, and that Nara-
simha Reddi was solely actuated in his revolt by discontent with his condition in life, and
perhaps in some degree by the feeling, that the impending ourtaiment of the means of his
relations and frisnds would diminish their ability to contribute as formerly to his support and
tend to reduce kLisz cirocumstances still lower.

40. The people of this distriot have always felt confident, that the settlement of the
landed tznares mads nearly half a centary ago, was to be permanent, and would not be altered
or infringed in anyway to their disadvantage ; snd it was gherefore to be expected, that the
serious chunges now attempted would producs disoontent regarding the present and slarm for
the future. The disaffection is, however, I am satisfied merely of a temporary natare, arisinq .
from the oauses mentioned, and I am confident that it only requires the prohibition of M
innovations to render the people of this district happy, and contented, sni yielding to Ys¥® of

no other district in loyalty, and affection to the Government, as was till of late the cas®.

41. I havae thus endoavoured to the best of my ability to supply the in.fofﬂ*ﬁm‘ cf""'d
for by Government ; and should farther explanation or illustration of any point }?ef ’°1‘¥mr°‘.1;
I trust to be ablo te afford it. In conolusion, I beg to state, that it.has been, wit fvehings °d
muoh reluctance and diffidencs, that I have presumed to impugs fn any way thf. Opmlonsfafn
acts of the Board of Revenne, consisting of gentlemes, my seniors im the service, and of far
greater general experience thau mygelf ; but st the sameé m
by Government, ] felt that it was my duty to state my opinions an
¢, plaialy and withont reserve, leaving it to Government to attach
they might appear to deserve, and should I have in any way expres .
I hope I bave nos done, I trust that it will be attributed solely to the in
welfare of the people of this distriot, among whom I have lived so long, 1
make fully known to Government the causes, whish, in my opinion, could slone

time in sabmitting the report called for
d the conclasions I had come
suoh weight to them only‘ a8
sed myself too freely, which.
torest I take in the
and my suxiety %o
haveled to the

insurrection which unfortunately took place. I have 8'w..
_ .. D.INGLIS,
Srzciar Counrssionzs’s Courr At Oubparag, (Bigned) Special Commiseionsr.
19t/ January 1847,

59-—7.9.1¢, D. P C.
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