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I am dxrected by the President and Members of the Board of
Revenue to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter under date the 20th December
- last, & in reply to transmit to you the accompanyintg copy of the Report of the first
" Comihissioner for the Revision of the Judicial system on the Province of Malabar,

2. Yam directed also to inform you that you have the authority of the Right
Hon'ble the Gaovernor in  Council to furnish a complete copy of the Report in
Question to the late Collector Mr, T, Warden.

!

Fort St. George, I am,

19th February 1818, ' Sir,
Despd. 25th ~  do. Your most obedient servant,
A, D, CAMPBELL,
Secretary.

Compd. T. S, J.



Mysore, 4th July 1817.

TO THE CHIEF SECRETARY 1o
GOVERNMENT.

Sir,

Para L. As it appeared from the Reports of the local anthorities of Malabar
from the period of its cession to the British Government, that both its ancient insti-
tutious and the manners ot its Inhabitants differed widely from those which generally
prevailed over the Peninsulah of India and as the late Regulations vesting certain
powers in the Heads of Villages were founded in the general usages of lndia, it was
natural to suppose that if any material objection occurred to their introduction, it
would be found in Malabar, I therefore thought it advisable to proceed to that Pro-
vince trom Coimbatore in order that I wight have anopportunity of examining on the
spot whether the Regulations could in every point be introduced with advantage
to the country, or if not, what alterations of them would be requisite for that.purpose.

2. My stay in Malabar was only a month, I read during that time every
document that conld throw any light on the former and present state of the conutry,
but I thought it better to trust to verbal communications with the natives in form-
ing my opinion, more pa.rﬁcularly as none of these records entered into the details of
Village administration which T wished to investigate, or indeed treated of the subject
at all. The substance of the present Report is therefore an abstract of the informa.-
tion which I received from those Nairs and other natives who seemed o meto be
{he best informed with regard to the ancient ussges and internal Government of
Malabar.

3

3.. The voluminous reports which have been written on that Province contain
such full accounts of the Governwent of its former Rajahs, of the sources from
whence they drew their revenues and of the tenures by which their subjects held
their lands that it would be useless to add anything to them, It will However be
necessary to say a tew words upon these heads in order that the present system ot
Village administration and the changes which it is proposed to make, may be the
more easily comprebended.

4. In the year 1766, when Hyder first invaded Malabar the couiitry was di-
~:Yd among a number of Petty Rajahs of whom the Zamorin was by far the most
powertul, They were frequently engaged in war with each other which they car-
ried on by means of an armed population, as all lands excepting those set apart for
religious purposes were held by military tenure, Theland owners wer{? exempted
from the payment of rent, and every little subdivision ot territory instead of being
called a Disirict of so many thousand Pagodas was called one of so many thousand
men. The country was divided into Villages. and Districts each under its military
chiet whose daty it was when summoned to the field to join the Rajah with his stipu-
lated number of followers. The common men while on service received a monthly pay
ot from 2 to 8 Rupees. The chiefs were paid at a higher rate proportioned to their rank,
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5. As the military followers of the Zamorin alono were estimated to amount to
forty thousand, as a considerable part of them were often called out on service and
a8 a large body remained always as a little standing army or Guards near his per-
som, 1t is evident that in order to defray the expenca of these men, as well as of his
civil establishments, he must have had a large revenue drawn, if not from the Jand,
from some other sources. The priucipal of these sources were as tollows and were
common to all the Malabar Rajahs:—

1st Extensive domains.

2nd Customs and licences,

3rd Escheats of Hindoo Estates witheut heirs.

Ath Fines where no heir for leave to adopt, usually one third of the
property.

5th Fines from the Estates of all Mapellas deceased— usually from
1/20th to 1/5 of the value,

6th Fines from younger brothers on succeeding the elder in the sisters
house.
7th Fines for offences, and heavy fees on Law suits.
8th All cattle having particular marks. ;
6, Though denied by the Land holders in general, it is asserted by some of
them, that besides the above heads of Revenue, the Rajah levied in monay or kind
a land tax from all lands excepting those ot Bramins aud Pagodas, equal to about
one fith of the produce, 'Lhore is reason to believe thatif this tax was not regularly
collected every year, contributions were occasionally imposed upon the Land
holders to at least an equal amount, But even independent of such contributions,
the revenue from other sources was ample, and must have pressed as much upon
the Inhabitants as the Revenues ot Canars including the land rent did upon the
Inhabitauts of that province, and must have been productive of more individual
oppression in its realization. But whether a regular land Revenue was ever under the
Rajabs assessed on Malabar or not, that Province was in the earliest times whether
for the greater facility ot rezlizing the different articles of Revenue, or of calling out

the military force, or for whitever other purpose, divided like the other Pro-
vinees ot India into Districts and Vill

ot the Villa.ges, remuin unchanged to this day. The Districts and Villages were
under hereditary chiefs whose duties making all

owance for the military nature of
the Government did not essentially differ from those of the District and Village
Potails of other countries.

7. Tle Village in Malabar was

‘ called the Desim the torm by which it is still
most < uuuuonly known,

The Head man was called the Desway, or the. Jelmiwar
according as he enjoyed the whole or only a part of the rights which were supp..-2
necessary to the constituting the compleat chief of the Desim,

These rights were a3 follows:;mm

1st The Ambal Puddi or the direction of the religious ceremonies of the
Village Pagoda, : .
2nd The Qoraimah or the manag

; . . | .
3rd Desmi or the control of marriages and all Village ceremonies, uone

- , ot which could be performed without his leave.

4th Desadepat or the general superintendence of all affairs of the Desmi
or Village. ' ’

. -
-

ages, the limits of which, but more especially

ement of the Pagoda Jands and servants_

3
YWhen tbe Head of the Village possessed all tller?e rights-he was the DesWa{—

when he wanted the Ambulpuddi and Qoraimah, but .navd the other two, he wz%s t 11e
Jelmiwar of the Village. Theserights where they exls.t_ed, could nob bc. sepmzlp,(tiec
It sold they ~were sold together but they scem occaflona:lly to have‘ b.een slo : or
transterred in shares to two or more persons. The dl‘rectlon of the civil, re ‘%Lous
and military affairs of the Village were always vested in the same person. : Hlerg_
there was no Pagoda, there could be no Desway, but only a J'elmlwar at the (:ia

he Village. ‘But a Desway having three or four Villages and in one only a Pagoda,
ot v of that one and by virtue of it he was called the Desway of the other
W?ﬁ De:Wﬂ;}r'he Jelmiwar had in his owa Village all the authority: of the De?,way,
Zlit Zgoi ilaving the honors supposed to be attached to the supremacy of the Pagodg,
bis office was not considered as so respectable. The rlght:s of the .Head of tde
Desim whether Desway or Jelmiwar were held insuch Yeneratxon, that it was regard-
eod as disgraceful to sell them. ‘These rights together .thh tl%e landed property of.thc;
Village were originally obta:ned from the Namb‘o_on Bram}ns who were the anclfln 1
Proprietors, of the wholecountry, and though the Des.\.va‘y, might have beencompe te:i
to alienate the greuter part or even the whole of his _]e.md, he seldom ever ‘;)z:lr i
with them; because as long as he retainad them, he was still the Hea.d of the hl la,,i :
and respected as such. Hence it sometimes happened' that the tJ;sw?yM.mmL;;
land, and where the whole landed property had pasjsed 1r§to the hzvm[;sfl ;b afqmi
thai he did not even reside in the Villag'e of Wl?lCh he »?V:‘ls t.?le : bex{? ‘u‘ s
preserving his rights retired to live in a neighbouring one inhabited by Nairs.

8. The Desways as has been already observed were at one time tlﬂm sole pru:
priéf.ors of the lands of their respective vi.llages——ajome had one —and sume ‘t;?;*lo :1
more Villages. There was a Desway to every Yllla,ge except where ltl‘le 1f a;e
was the private property ot the chief of the Dis};ncb called the N aurw; }l or 'on.t. )
Rajah when the rights of the Head of the Ylnagc belonged tohthe aurtwa,_tx é)r
Rajah, but ia most of the Villages which tbg Ra_}ahs had ucqmr{ed the ?roper ijy Sowa y
purchage, the old Desways still retained their office. Where there was no lte ::5;
the Rajah employed an Ufficer called the Prowurtikir as the manager of one or
more Villages according to their size. s

9, The Desway had the direction of all thc? affuirs of the Village, all orders
regarding them were sent to him to he carried into effect. Where there was ﬁo
regular land rent, he could not have much employment asa Revenue Oﬂ‘lcer—l.)ut e
assisted in the collection of occasional contributions, as wel.I as of ﬁnes? 'x‘.urfeltures
and other dues of Government. He was the Military chief of the Vlllage, a.nd
marched at the head ot its quota when ordered to the ﬁeld,van.d he had thg (%uectmn
of the Police and the pcwer ot deciding petty suits. In Police and Judirinl riat-

. ters he was aided by two or three respectable Inhabitants who were called Pramanis.

N iO, There were usually from one to five or six Prau'muis to a Desum or V}Ilage,
but in some Villages none.  They had no regular appox-ntme{lt nor werg fhtety here(i
ditary. They werc ot all the superior casts—Na‘xnbooms.—?alrs—-'fla,rsT :;l ;fge;::d
Mapellas, but chiefty Nairs-any respectable man in t,h(;: Vil ;lge W i(, w:,s siered
as more intelligeuv than his neighbours, a,m% wl.lo was on that am,o:;n 1;(—,50 : e
by the inhabitants for the adjustment of the'lr .htfle dlﬁet'e??es gradua .y)ac%u ,
among them the title of Prawani. 'The Plaintiff in the first instance generally ap-

* plied to the Vramani who assombied the other Pramanis of the Village if there
- Were any or lf not he sent for those of the neighbouring Villages, who a,lways cams
? b
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a8 be in his turn attended their summonses. Those who wore called, were such as
both Parties had previously agreed their suit should be decided by. No writing
was employed in the Proceedings-a kurrarnamah tounded npon the decision was
all that was necessary.® The Framanis where no opposition was made acted of them:
selves without any reference to the Desway, If the Defendant refused to attend
they applied to the Desway who sent for the delendant—directed the Pramanis to
try the cause in his own presence and decided upon their report. 1If the Parties
required it he associated two or three of the inkabitants with the Pramanis to form
‘the Court or Panchayet. His authority was so much respected that the Defendant
scarcely ever refused to attend his swnmons or to abide by his decision but when
thic happened the Desway applied to the Naurwai the chief of the Naur, or District,
who ordered the Farties to attend and scttled the cause himself by means of the
Desway and Pramanis ot the original Village —or of those of any other Vlllage

within his jurisdiction, who were more agreeable to the Parties.  Whero s village
had no Pramani, the Inhabitants carried their ccplaints to any neighbouring Vil.
lage in which there was one.

11. In cases of theft complaint was made to the I’ramani who informed the
Deswa}; and both together investigated the matter and reported to the Naurwai
If the thief was taken they carried him to the Naurwai. 1f it was the first offence
the punishment was fine and restoration of the stolen property. If tne second-—
confiscation of property. If the third, scvere punishment or death, It the oifender
absconded, he was outlawed.

12, The Desway and the Pramani received fees on all suits determined by them.
The amount was net fixed, but when the parties could pay the tees the rates were to
the Deswai one Llupce, to the Pramani half a rupee and to the witnesses, four, two
or one ana § day according to their rank, but the whole never exceeded ;0 B cent
of the claim. Where the parties were poor not more than a fourth or a filth of the
usual rate was taken. Some of the more respectable Pramanis were enabled by
theif fees to keep two or threq‘, servants for the purpose of sunimoning parties and
Witnesses &ca. The fees weﬁ not paid by tbe party who lost the cause, but in
equal shares by both Parties.

y 13, The Desway besides fees on the settlement of suits derived sowe other
advantages from his situation. He received yearly from the owners of Gardens
the produce of 1 Plantain Tree, 10 cocoanuts, 1 J ack, 1 cluster of Soopari or Betel-
put and from all Rayets the value of 4 to 8 anas in Ghec or sugar, and a poll Tax
ot 8 anas from earpenters, Smiths and Washermen,

14- The Desway had no Village curnam, the nature of the Revenue did not
require an Officer of that kind. The accounts of the collections were kept by Districy
servants employed by the Narwai, or acting mnmediately under the Rajabh.  The
tcw Revenue accounts which were requisite for the Desway’s inforiation were kept
cither by himself or by a servant of his own. He had uone of the inferior Village
servants such as Peons-Lotties aud Tallaris so common in the other Provinces-such
servants were rendered unnecessary-by the condition of the Land-owners making
iv easy for the District servants to collect such occasional contributions as were re-
guived from them along with the other articles of the Public Hevenue and still more

by the Militury nature of the tenurcs and of the Government placing every man in
the Village under the orders of the Desway and at his disposol either for Revenye
or police duties, He of course usually employed the lower classes, but no individugl

?

even of the higher ever hesitated in performing whatever services he commanded,
None of them sat in his pmsmce without leave, and he was obeyed rather as the
chiel of a ¢lan than the Head of a Village.

15, ‘The Office next above the Desway, and placed between him and the Ra-
jah, was the Nauvwaie or the chief of the Naur or District. He wasa kind of Dis
trict Desway for he enjoyed nearly the same powers and privileges inthe Districs
as the Dosway in the Villuge,  He elaimed to held his office by a wenurcas ancient
as that of any of the present Rajahs and to have devive L it from the N mbo i
Bramins of from the same former congaerer, from whom they dorived their rights.
He was sowetinies the Desway of every Village in his Distriet and sometimes of
only one, ov two,~ the rest being hichl by separate Desways or Ly the Rajale as pare

of his domains.

1o, The Niurwai had a small sharo of almost every branch of the Rajah's reve.
nue. e bed customs at an interior rate, all fines under tour Rupees, the propervty
ot all persons on his own lan ts dying without hetrs not excoediug Thirty rupecs,
and on e lands of others when it did not exceeld fifteen Hupees, and a variery ot
other dues which 1t would be tedious to cnamerate.  Le was the chief Police und
Judicial Officer of the Dhstrict and m these capacities he had a share of all contis-
eations of the property of wlionders, and of the Fees ot all suits brought betore him,

17. 'The Naurway collected tha ordinary and lixtra revenue, and in thisdaty
he was assizste:d by one, two, or more accountants callsd Putwollis aceording to the
extent of lus Districe. The Putwolli was the District Putwarior Carnam,  Hekeprall
acconnls of the eolleorions, and Kecords of tha transterot land, he was paid by the Narwal
an slowance of 3 or oar Rupees monthly, irom the Customs lie veceived a foz of hudf
or u quartar of a fupee for every Dond or other Dead which he wrte for the In.
habitants and he bad seevice Jand, rent free, yviclding frow fitty o cighty Purrabs
ol Rice which had been, granted by the Naurway.  His Oilico was herclitary and
was coev:! with that ol the Navway who appointed ivl\}m witcit hie received his own,

18 The Nawrway was the wilitary chiel of l\% Distriet, and was bound to
attend the Rajah in the field, or march wherever lie was directed with all the fighte
ing men of his District under the Desways or Heads ot theiv respective Villagos.
1t was also his doty 1o times of peace to assemble the nairs of Lis District every
two or three years in order to eshibit in the prasence of the Rajalin mock or rather
real light with the vairsol anothor District, for these combats never terminatedd
withang the loss of afew lives,  The Naurway paid for tne tanerd] of exch Naif
stain, eixhi tosixteen Bupees, and to each Nair wounded sixteen to Three hotodrerd
Repecs accavding to s rank and the natave ot the wound,  These combats it is sail

were institited with the view ol keeping up the martial spirit of the nairs. It may .

easily be cone: cived that the Naurway with such followers at his Command ws
sometimes tempted to rebel--but even when reduced thouzh he was himself punmwd
his Office und estate were not contiscated but went to s helr.

19, The Rajah as has alroady been noticed besides his Revenue tfrom the
Customs, Licences, aud other Huctuating sources, was the posscssor of extensive
Dorains, oi soime viliawes he was the sole owner of the lunds and also of the Desway

ey

rights-ot others he was the proprictor ot part or the whole of the lands while the |

DébWav vights were still vetained by the original Landlord. The rovenues of the

Rajahs own Villages were collected by tewporary Oflicers appoiuted by him—all
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appeals from the Decisions of Nerwais-.and Deswais were decided by a Court. or

Punchayet in his presence or in that of his Minister. ‘The Office of Minister was

in some of the Rajuhships claimed as the hereditary right of the particular

Nuurwais—and though the Rajah might appoint {another person to discharge the
~ duty, the title remained with the Naurwai.

20, The system of internal administration of which an outline has been
givenabove was that which prevailed throughout Malabar when that Provinee
was invaded by Hyder Alli in 1766, But as the Counfry couid iucver be
reduced to compleat subjection while it existed, it was destroyed und another
substituted in its roomn resembling as nearly as the circumstances of the Tountry
then permitted, that which was established in the other Provinces of hiz dominions,
and thoug h war- in nther quarters compelled him toleave some of the inferior Rajahs
as his agents ir .he management of their territories, what he lett undone was com-
pleated by his Son Tippoo Sultan, who expelled them all. The Military tenures

were abolished, regular land rent founded on inspection though not on actyal survey .

was imposed on the Country. The administration of its affairs was entrusted to
Soubahdars, and Fouzdacs sent from Seringapatam instead ot Rajahs and Naurwais
and the Nairs were overawed by a large body of Troops from Mysers stationed
among them. . '

21. In the course of this invasion and the frequent 1insurrections which
suceeeded it, most of the Narwais were. killed or put to Jeath, and the rest either fled,
or remained in concealment unti! the Province was ceded to the Compa11y, Many
of the Deswais or Heads of Villages who were the next class of military chiefs also
perished during these disturbances, and the rest remained in their Villages either
cot cealed or neglected, They did not abandon their Country because they were
not of sufficient consequence to make their residence in their Villages be thought

dangerous to the state, It was no part of the policy of the Mysore Government -

to employ a race of permanent District Officers, and the place of the Narwais was
therefore not supplied. But fixed or hereditary Heads ot Villages was an cssential
branch of its system-and provigion was therefore made to fill up the vacancies
occasioned by the removal of t}Le:r,Pesxvais.

22.  As the arrangement then made remains with hardly any alteration until

this day, it may be proper to enter into some explanation regarding it, after Hyder’s
second conquest ot Malabar, Birki Shenewas Row who was left in chargo of the
Province in 1775/6-and who made the assessment of the land on which tho present
one i8 founded made a new division of the Country for the more easy realization of
the revenue, small villages yeilding a Revene of only 10.99 or fitty Pacvédas when
lying contiguous were joined together so as to make a sum of two huudreanagodas—-
and the ‘whole were called a Terrah which took the name of the principal village.
When a village paid Two hundred Pagodas it continued single ‘except when a small
adji#zent one was added to it because it could not be conveniently joined to any other.,
From forty to 'gight,y Tarz‘ﬁhmrvgere ito;x;;{pd into a Naur or Distriét. To each Turrah
3 Parputti and Menwa, or Cutdund :ﬁé‘i‘@p{)inted and to each District a Tahsildar
and two Seristadars, In each village or Desim it was ascertained who were the
leading men exclusive of the formgr Deswais and one of them was appointed Head
of the village and was called the Mookyest, the title by which he is still everywhere
distinguished, There was no order from Hyder ecither for the appointment or
ex.clugion of such of the Deswais as remained, but as they had long.béen accustmed
as militery chiefs to iinplieit obedience from the inhabitants, it was not desmod sate
to eraploy tlem. '

9

93, One, two, or three, Mookyests were appointed to a village according, to
its sige, or one only totwo, or three small villages. The first duty of the Mookyest
was to inspire confidence in the new Government and to invite back to their villages
the Nairs who adhered to the fugitive Rajahs. e assisted in estimating the produce
of land and trees on which the survey assessment was fixed. He attended the
Purputte in coilecting the revenue, but did not touch it himself; in all cages where
any difficulty oceurred in its realization or whether from the poverty of the Royet,
loss of crop, or whatever othgr cause, his opinion was taken and generally ‘ollowed.
He assisted at all sales for avrcars. He made all requisiti>ns for the use ot Travel-
lers and Troops. He directed the Uolicz, seized offenders and sent them to the
Parputti-all orders from the Parputti concerning the affairs of the village were
e

adressed to him,

: ST L

24, The Mookyest for the discharge of these duties had no avowed allowanco
or remission of rent, lis sole advantage was delay in paying his rent by which he
was enabled to keep his produce and sell it when dear, and as his services were
ustful tothe Revenue Officers, his rent ora part of it was citen carried to the head
o! irrecoverble Balances. He was removable at pleasure but usually remained in
Oflice during lile.  On his death or removal any fit person either of his own or any
other tamily was appointed, In filling up these vucancies many of the Deswais
who were originally excluded were gradually restored to the management of their
V.llages, so that before the end ot the Mysore Government a considerable portion
of them were acting as Mookyists, - The Mookyist ha! no village servants nnder
him lle requircd none because the subordination introduced by the Military

tenures still remaining, every person in the village was ready at his call to exeaate .

any order he might issue.

£5,  Under the Company’s Government, the Mookyist continucs on the same
footing as he was under that o Mysore. He does not rezularly attend the Par-
putti who makes the collections but he always does wi never any difficalty is
spprehended and he performs all other village duties, and since the institution of
the Courts of Judicature he attends at all sales of distrained property and certifies
all summonses tor witnesses not present, e s removable at pleasure, but the
sou when qualified usually succeeds the father. He has no Official allowance of
any kind --but there ean be no doubt that his situation enables him to delay tha
payment of his rent until late in the season when it is more convenieut for him to
discharge it. T his trifling advantage, but much wore the honour attached to pub-
lic Office in Malabar particulaly where it is in some degree hereditary, renders +k .,

sittintion ot Moukyist dosirable to every landholder. The Mookyist has A0 Peon

or otlier village servant to assist him. Flis orders are cheerfully exccuted and
opeyed by every inhabitant as in torwmer times; but as this anthority is founded
solely on ancient custom, the exercise of it might expose him to some danger it a
complaint were preferred to the Court. He isnot made so useful as be ought to
be. -Lle has but little interconrse with the European authorities. His situation
is too nncertain, and he is lett too dependent on the Voluntat_'y serviges of the In-

habitants for the discharge of his duty. \

96, ‘The business of the Village con never be properly conducted by the Par-

Putti because his jurisdiction is too extensive and he is liable to constani removal.
During the M ysore Government, he had only one Village when the Revenue exceeded

3
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two hundred Pagodas; he could therefore enter into all the details necessary in
‘thy managenient of a Village, and had he been relected from among the inhabitants,
an(k“bis oftice made permancnt, he would have answered all the purposes of a.”'liqtail.
‘He haz now from ten to twenty Villages with one or two Menwas to weite the
accounts of themn. He is more properly an assistant of the Tahsildar than a Village
servant. It sometimes happens that when he is dismisserd for malpractices his
successor cannot find his accounts as they have either been destroyed by accident
or concealed—and the logs cannot be supplind as the Revenue Establishments of

4 . . . BRI
Malabar are too meagre to admit of copies being kept at the cutchery of the Tahsil-

“dar or Collector.

.27, The Village establishment is so inadequale to the object ot its institution,’
that it ‘requires #-quupleat revision. Under the Malabar Rajahs their village
system was_mell enough adapted to the end ot their military Governwent, Undor
the Mysore Government, there was neither time nor tranquillity sufficient to com-

pleat a new one. Bnt whatover we have of use was then introduced. The terror

of our arms and the progress of time have established tranqmlli_t.fy‘gbu_g we have

nd have rather retrograded thau advanced in those ?Wange-
*The approach made by the Mysore Government
to a Village Establishment in the appointment of Village‘[’arputzis, has sinco been
rendered of no avail by reducing the number of those oﬂlcers. and .'con. verting tl?em
into a subordinate District Establishment, We have o superior Distrizt Establish-
ment under Tahsildars or Serishtadars as they .aro called in M alab:.u'———mu'i a
Huzzoor or Provincial one under the Collector in both of which the head Nalive
gervants are too poorly paid to expect much good {rom them—and with all these
F wablishments we have no means ot oblaining and preserving correct detailed
village accounts. The double District Ertablishment without a village one serves
only to widen the distance between the Collector and the land holders, and to place
everything respecting their real condition out of his sight. There is no Rayetwar
Province in which he has so little communication with them, and none perhaps in
which he ought to have so much. "“There is none in which the cverthrow of the
native Government has been wore felt by the people. lievenue on a higher and
Establishments as far as they are_ concerned on a lower scale than formerly cannot
be satisfactory to any class.

made little improvement a
wents which are most essential.

'

98, A native Government ia uphe‘{d'by many powerful Interests which are
almost unknown under ours—by large civil Hséablishments composed of the most
intelligent men of the country with means of acquiring wealth which we cannot
-fard to allow—Dby a numerous race of Zemindars and Enamdars whose Estates
descenc unbroken in the manner of Entails to their posterity, but which we either
resume or suffer to dwindle away by sub-division among the heirs—by Potails and
Curnums of Villages having service lands and fees and where either of these 18
wanting a remission in thoir own or the Village rent, always beyond any alilowance
they receive from wus; and by a large body consisting of privileged Bramirs
and Mussulmans and 4 few favoured Royets in cach village holding their lands at
a rate below the vsual standard, which our more riged system donics.WWe hold out
‘mothing  Jo encuurage any class beyond the lower ones which wilf always lollow the
;impul:‘sje giver by their superiors. Our Governmeut rests almost entirely upon the
~sing’e point-of Military power, Thereis no native one which rests so exclusively
'1'I;Qn it. WIHBre there s no village Establishment, we have no hold upon the people,

'/
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no means of acting upon them, none of establishing confidence. Our situation as
. . . . !
foreigners renders a regylar Village Establishment more .importantto us than td
a Natige Government. Mur inexperience and our ignorance of the circamstancesfot
the pcople make it more necessary for us to seek the aid ot regular Establishménts

to direct the internal affairs of the country, and our security requires that we shounld
have a body of Head men of villagesintarested in supporting our Domwinion,

29. This reasoning is probably more applicable to Malabar than to any other
;Iigivince. I would therefore propose to render the principal cfficers of the
'Huz2zoor and District Cutcheries more respectable by increased allowances and to
i introdgxcaaregular Village Establishment. Military service having been superseded
by fixed land rents the Village system ought as much as possible to be assimjlated
to that of other Districts. ‘

30. ‘Had the Deswais remained after Hyder's conquest of the country as
betors, in charge of their respective Villages they would have been the natural anl
proper heads of them, and had™sixy been well treated and attached to the Goveru-
went by a fixed allowance they would soon have relinquished their Military habits
and become useful Potails. Many ot them are so now under the denomination of
"Mookyists;‘l would recommend that every Deswai now acting be confirmed in the
‘management ot his Village and every one not employed, be restored. That all
the Narwais be in the same manner reinstated in the charge of their Villages.
That in thosc Villages of whieh the Deswai rights belong to the Rajshs, the most
intelligent ot the present Mookyests, paying regard to length of service, be
constituted the Heads. That the same rule be followed in the Villages whers

the families which held the Deswar or jelmi rights may be extinct, (b

RN P

That the Villages or Desims continue to remain separate as at present. Thas
the office of Head of the Village or Mookyist be made hereditary. That an
allowance be granted to the Head of the Village equal to 13 per centof theland rent
and V'lllage taxes, either in Jand or by a remission in his rent. That one carnum
be appointed to every division of territory consisting of one or more Villages yiclding
‘on an average a Revenue of 1000 Pagodas. That the Establishmeut of curnwms
be compleated by appointing in the first place such of the Menwus of the Par-
buttis and Serishtadars, and such of the herediéary Putwalles of the Naurwais as
are will‘ingt’q act, and in the second such other persons as may be qualified, giving
the preference alwaysto natives of the country., That the cffice of curnam be
made hereditary, That the curnamsas far as practi¢able be appointed to those
villages in which their lands or houses are situated, 'fhat. an allowance be granted
to the curnam equal to two-per cent of the land rent and Village Taxes ui wis
village either in land oc in a remission of rent. That o Village Peon or léolkar be
appointe,d to every division of Territory yeilding on an average a- Revenue of
Pagodas 10€0, whether such a Division comprize one or more Villages or one or more -
such Divisions be comprized in one Village That there be one at least to every
Division in which there is a Curnam, That the Establishawent of kolkars be come
posed of natives of the country by taking in the first instance sucil of the kolkars
now employed undegs‘the Parputtis and Serishtadars as may,ie wiiting to act and
filling up any deficiency that may remain by new men, That fhe kolkar parform all
villuge duties under the orders of the Head of the village and the Curnam: That
his office be hereditary, ‘That hebe paid an allowance equi.l tis 3/4 per cent dighor



; u , 12

‘R’dnd‘, or money and that he be stationed as far as may be practicable either in
h& native village orin that where he usually resides and that the lowrf classes
conttuue to discharge all those vlilage services under the Head of the village which
they are bound to do by ancient custom, and the other classes to aid him in his
public duty in al! cases of emérgency., :

thing more in support of the expediency ot the proposed village system.
must not eunceal that some of the best informed Nairs who have long been Revenue
servants both under the Mysore and the Company’s Government objected strougly to
the Heads of Villages being hereditary and still more to the general restoration of
the Nurwais and Deswais. I <o not think however that tHeir objections ought to
induce any change in the proposed measure, or any delay in its execution. The
>bjection to the office being hereditary, was the comoeon one. Thut it would not
be well filled because it would often fall into the, hands of unfit persons —while by
ts beine held as at present during pleasure, those who were unfit could be discharged
and thc;:;e best qualified appointed. This objection is anplicable to every other
Province as well as to Malabar, and is greatly ontwaighed by the a'd'vantages of
1creditary succession, the confidence which it inspires, the respect.ablht.)" which it
,omunicates, and the removal of a great source of int'rigue and corrupticn which
;he appointment to any office however trifling :\I\\'ZI){S is amony [?evenuc servant?,
The cbjection to the general restoration of the Narwais afld U(.aswals was, that by it
they would recovar their antient authority afmong the mhabltunts-, and be enabled
oppress them without the fear of complaint—and that they might even be en-
ﬁx;aged to excite disturbances. In the early part of th.e Mysore Government
'here might huve been some ground for such alarw, there Is now I am convinced
none. . These menare in general much reduced in their circumstances~-many of
theta are very poor, They seek only to live in tranquillity. They have no motive
for wishing to raise disturbances. They could not hope for success even with their
Rajahs at their hesd—and still less when left to themselves. The present genera-
tion is a new race, which has never benn engaged in war for its Rajuhs and eares
very little about them. It is st pefpected by the people, but has lost all puwer
of raising them against the Government, The best way of securing its attachment
is by confidence aud good treaiment—not by fear and suspicion. The number of
Narwais and Deswais now actually employed as Mookyists or heads ot Villages
without any bad consequent:o, is a sufficient proof that no danger can result from
employing the rest, . The i{evenue servants when they objected to their restoration
“wortwpt aware of the nuraber which had already been imperceptibly restored. It
appears'from the accompanying Return made by the Village Parputties according
‘to a Form which. I transmitted to the Collector atter leaving Malabar, that: of the
_whole number now presens in the Province the restoration of this small bedy 8o
far from beiog in any way. likely to disturb would rather tend to preserve the peace
of the.Coun.try by leaving 1o class ot menin it deprived of their ancient rights. It
should be cousidered too that even it they are not restored they will long continae
to be what they a‘fé‘g\ow tho real Heads ot Villages; for the )d:ookyists do nothing
without consulting fhem and are usually guided by their opinion wheu it 18 mnot
cont}@y to such orders as they ‘may have received, They do not even sit in their

s;‘{usénce'. Wlfhm}t _lefxg It is therefore on every account better for the intorests
_af the Public bel‘if/l@ﬁ that the real and nominal authority should be united in

31, " After what has been alveady «aid it can Hardly Le nescssary to urge any(
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the ancient chiefs of Villages—a different rule must however be {)llowed in thoe2,
Villages of which the greater part or the whole of the land has become the propeity
of Mapilias—but of which the Deswai rights are still retaind by the ancient Br:ariﬁn
or Nuir chief who resides inanother Village, [n such Villages one or two M-.ppilla
headmen now act ag Mookyists. T'hey ought to be confirmedin the office ot Heads
of their respective Villages and to enjoy such allowance as may be annexed to it.

. The ancient chief will not reside in a Village whose population is compesed entirely

i Mapillas. He could therefore Le of no use in office. But as his rights of Des-
wai o re hereditary, he cannot be deprived of them. Though merely nominal he
sets & high value upon them, He might therefore be suffered not only to retain
them, but to resumme his situation as efficient Head ot the Village, whenever such
a transfer shonld happen ot the landed property from Mapillas to Hindoos as
might enable him to take up his resideunce in it again. 'There are some Villages of
which the land partly belongs to Mapillas and partly to Hindoos and in which
both a Mapilla and Hindoo H:-?,dman preside at present over their respective casts.
‘Where thero is in such cases a 'ﬁe.*e/ditary Hindoo chief he should be constitutzd
the sole chief of the village and the Mapilla Mookyist be directed to act under him,
‘Where there is wo hereditary chiet remaining—The Hindoo and Mapilla Head
man should be appointed Heads ot their respective portions of the Village with a
proportionate share ot the official alluwance,

32, The Desims or Villages are all single and independent of each other
Their total namber is 2212, Many of them are very small but on an average they
ara not smaller than the Mouzahs or Villages of other Provinces, It would have
been more convenient for the dispatoh of Public business it many of the smulis-
ones had been originally larger. DBut as their present limits have existed forages
unchanged and as two or more could not be united 50 as to form one without interfer-
ing with ancient rights and creating discoutent it woull be most advisable to let
them stand as they are. The measure adopted by Hyder alli which has already
been mentioned of uniting together small Villages 8o as to form one of two hundred
Pags. Revenue was somuch disliked that -t was abaudoned a few years afterwards,
such an arrangement might no doubt be no\w}"‘,x‘.ccomplis?lpd and rendered permanent ;
but it would bring with it no bencfit that Wu\({;, +~rth he sacrifice of any right or
even of any prejudice ot the people. Some De. wais have from two to fifteen or
twenty Villages. They are usually situated adjoiniiq each other and as they sel-
dom yield altogether more revenue than one large‘\ Village ‘they may be mane.
aged by their own Desway who ought to be appointed chief of the whole. Where
any Village may be too distant'fiom the rest for him '‘oact as the Head of it he

should be authorized to employ in that capacity an agens chosen by himsel#t”
JR.2

A

. 88. The Regulalions passed in 1816 require that there should be curnams to

!

‘perform particular duties. But had ne such regulations been passed curnams

would still have been nccessary tor the security of the Revenne. Witheut them
there can be no system in revenue accounts and no information entitled to uny
confidence as to the resources of the country. Ifitis asked how the Revenue
details have been conducted during the last Thirty years withott them, it may

\ - . .
“be answered that the Mysoore Governmen't in making its suvey employed a vast
‘number of Village accountants as substitutes for curnayris. That fron: their

labours the assessment which still exists and which constit-ites all we kndw ot *h~
land Revenuc was tormed. That the permuanent nature of landed property in

Y
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i the discharge ot his ordma:ry duties, -
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K"al‘vbnr enabled *his assessment to be taken for manv yea.s without inconvenience,
and without afteration as the basis of the ‘oettlement\ Thrt while jmprovements
were waking in some places the land owners in oths s~ bacome unable to pay
thelr rents trow the deterioration of their lands from inundations, the decay of
Garden treesand other canses. That thisuvilis incroasing every year without boing
seen, because the want ot regular viilage accounts allows the [Reveunue servants

without much fear of detection to make up the deficiency by arbitrary exactionsg
from other Jand ownersand that in many places the asscssment has gradually
betome inapplicable ta the condition of theland. Itisonly by a curnam fsta-
blisment that a Collector can learn the actual state ot the country that he can save
some Landholders- from destruction by a timely remission of their reats and
guard others from undue exactions, The number of curnams proposed will be
fully adequate to the performance of every service required of them. ‘They will
have more todo thanin other Districts in rom-st ,m‘r the sales and various
kinds of mortgages of lands Lut much less labo ccounts, because the Revenue
being paid in money rents and generally paid without any balance by a very largo
proportion of the Land holders, the dotails will be much simpler and shorter than
where rents are paid both in money and kind and are regulated every year by the

extent of Land in Cultzva.tron

34. The nubwmber of kolkars proposed one to every thousand Pagodas ot
Revenue may appear insufficient when the number of the inferior Village Servants in
other Distriets is adverted to. But the Customs of Malabar render the greater part
of such servants unnecessarv, The land owncrs instead of dwelling together in
Villages reside on their own estates scattered ata distance from each otherand often
separated by hills and jungles. Their houses and crops are guarded by their
servants and slaves  They have indeed little to fear for the natives hemo chiefly

engaged in agriculture are little addicted to thxevmg and str mWrs are so different

trom them in language and appearance that none can pass thwugh the country
without being instantly known,” The repts being fixed and in general moderate
are usually paid when calle
make repeated demands,

other casts and the long
extraordinary degree of subgrdifhtion among the difforent casts and ot deférence
from all te the chiéf of the Willage that while it rewains, he hardly requires any
servantas évery man in thd Village obeys his orders without hesitation. But at

-

-1t would not be adv1sable under the different system now established, to leave him

entireBy dependent on the voluntary services ot the inhabitants, such an establish-
ars has been proposed as it is thought will be sufficient to aid hxm in

35. Though the iuhabitants in geneml still continue as usual to execute .

_ all his orders yet the fear of the courts often deters him trom employingeven

the lower classes in carrying messages or in bringing suppiies for troops and
passengers and other duties which they are by Custom bound to perform. 1t
would be proper to remove all deubt on this head by declaring that the lower
classes were to dischafoe their Customary dut'es and that the other inhabibimts
Jvere in cgses of necesSNy to assist hiw as {ormerly in the Public serviee of the

Village.”  As there is no cultivating in common, no rents inkind, and no em;i-

_ grating m“. Ryots ,t}wf-; Villag‘e’ service of Malabar is very trifling compared to

.
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that ot other Districts. "fhe Aandowners are rarely called upom'~ycept when
'I'roops are marching thrd(xgh te Country, Their assistance is then sometimes
required to procure supplies or to make temporary repairs on the roads, The
lower classes are Pullars, Chermars and other casts correspondmor in some
degree with the Dhers and Chumbars of the Carnatic. They are exempﬁed from
taxation. This exemption has probably arisen from its having been found
wore useful to require service, than rent. A very triflling tax upon their huts
or houses would pay one or two servants in each Village who could easily perform
all their duties, But as they would rather serve than pay and as the taxing t}\em :
would be disliked even by the Heads of Villages they ought to be continued
upon their present footing and to be made to render their customary services.

36, It has already boen suggested that the Village servants should be paid
in land rather thau in money, Land confers so much mere respectability and is
regarded as so much more permanert toat a much higher value is set upon it than
upon amoney allowance, A good deal of Land in Malabar has fallen into the hands
of Government by forfeiture and other means and ought as far as possible to be
allotted to the maintenance of the Village servands, It can only he partially appo-
priated in this wayat present because it lies in large quantities and is confined to
particular villagos and can only be useful to the servant when it is situated in his
own village. The unappopriated part of it wight be gradually sold and the price
employed in tha purchase of village service land, wherever it was wanted. The!
village servants when they do not receive land ought to be paid by a remission of |
vent, ‘This would b more acceptable to them than a money allowance, both be-
cause it is more conventcnt and more respectable, It has also another advantage,
It i= uot liable to be diminished by embezzlement to which all money payments

~particularly to so numerous a Body of Kevenue servants are always more or less

exposed. Where the village servant pays no rent in which he can receive a remis-

sion he must nt,cm\an]y be paid in money.

37. The cxpence of the proposed vili: ge establishment will be as follows
«stimating the land rent and village Taxes at ’a.g% 500,009..

Heads of villages 1} per cent of the ab.ve sam o 6,250,
Curnam ot Menwas 2 P Ct, .. 10,000,
Kolkars - 3/4 @ Ct, e o 8,750.

| 20,000,

These are the rates by which the whole’charge of each class is calculated but as the
applxcatlon of them to every village would make the allowances to the Se-:i3nts in
some villages too bigh and in others too low, it would be advisable to increase
the rates in the small villages, and to diminish them in the large ones in proportion
to the amount of Revenue accurding to the accompanying scale, The rate proposed
for the Heads of villages is low compared to what is usual in other Districts ; but
as in Malabar they bhave in general lands of their own sufficient for their mainten-
ance and as they are tond of office even where it confers no advantage besides a
little authority and distinction the rate will be sufficient to answer the ends of in-
dueing them to exccute cheerfully the duties assigned to thein and of attaohmg
them to the Company’s Goverament.
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.38, The; tho‘.e of the proposed charge will not
the Present‘expence. The Parputty now called the villa
aunually to Pags, 17810-7-16. . ..

The Proposed Village Establishment to be substituted for itis 20000- 0- 0.
The ad iitional expence by the proposed Establishment will be 2180-37-64.
But as the rcduction of the Parputti Establishment will occasion an increase
ot that of the Tahsildars, the actual additional Expence from the  measure
proposed will be about Pagodas 11,000—0-0. Bus were the whole sum ot
20,000 Pagodas an Extra charge, it ought not to prevent the immediate appoint-
ment\vf a Village Establishment for without 1t, we can have no correct knowledge
of the state of the Province and its resoureces, and there can neither be any efficient
mtemax adisinistration, nor that connection which vught to subsist between Govern-
ment and the Inhabitants. 1 must therefore beg to recommend in the strongest
maunner the adoption of the measure, . o

")wover be an addition to
\0 Establishment amounts

39. The Huzzoor and District Establishments of Malabarare botally inadequ
to the purposes of their institution and require a complete reform. The frayds in
the Treasury m 1807/8 and again in 1812, and the long period they were currisg
on before they became known to the Colleétor evince a great want of proper check

ato

and arrangement, A system of Revenue accounts calculated to guard againgt
! ; *

such practices was introduced by Major Macleod, but it was unfortunately allowed
to be gradua’li*f supplanted by the disjointed ouc which now prevails, Thé main
defects of this system are the want of detailed accounts of the land Revenuc; and
the Customs, Tobacco and Salt being placed under officers mdepbndcnf, both of the
Tahsildars and the Huzzoor Sherishtadar. The Sherishtadar reccives h:u'dl_}-'
any accounts from the Departments and has no control over thom, and the agents
entrasted with the management of then have consequently the same facility as
formerly in Coimbetore of committing the greatest abuses with very libtle danger
of discovery, It may be said that the accounts are transmitted to the Collector,
and that he iz himself the 'proper person and not the Sheristadar {o control any
Department But ne Collector ever was or ever can be competent to the execution
of this tack without the co-operation of a Sheristadar possessing under him authori tv
over svery Department in sl it&Ntails. The Reform which I would recommend
i3 thersfore founded in the granting of this authority to the Sheristadar and i the
providing the means of furnishing every account he may roquire, The Estimates
of the Establishments which accompanying this report bave been drawn up with a
view to this object, [ shall state shortly in what they differ from the present
Establishments, and the causes of the difference, '

ivh’l‘hﬂ Village Curnums must furnish the detailed accouuts of the land
revenus.  Lhe District or Talook cutchery should have copies of all these accounts
in the sanfe details as the Curnums, and whenever doubts arise, they should bo able
to compare them on the spot with the Rayets. These Details both in their rough
state aud prepared according to prescribed  Forms, should be transmitted to the
Huzzoor Cutchery which should be composed of men accnstomed to gxaming and
check such accounts. The Curnums should be all natives of the C’ountry. Tho
- Talook Establishments should be partly composed of strangers, because when they
have not this mixture it enables them to combine with more case in detrauding the
Revenue, as is now the ~1se. The Huzzoor Cutchery for the same roason chould
hewy stﬂLa greater ~{oportion of foreigners.. It both this and the SLIbOldln'),f,e
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cutcheries were made up cf.Nairs they might in deﬁance of the uimcat vxgllance of
the Collectur embezzle the Revenue with. very little fear of detection. It is not
safe iu any Collectorate and still less in Malabar to have only natives of it in the
Collectors Cutchery but there is another reason which renders the employment of
strangers absolutely necessary which is, that the Nairs though sxcellent Village.
accountants are not qualified to supermtcnd the extenswc aceuunts of a Collectora.be.
’1 he pmploymu of strangers must anavoidably occasion somo increase of allowances.

Bramins ave prohibited trom living in Malabar and though they are not always
restrained by the prohibition; both they and every class of Hmdoos in the other
I'rovinces have such an aversion to Malabar that they will not g0 there it th.ay can
find scrvice anywhereelse,  There are 2 \,hensht‘mdzm in the Fluzzoor or Col.cctors
Cutchery of whom the principal veceives 40 and the second 30 Pa godas montlly Pay.
It is proposed that 150 Pagodas monthly shall be aﬂmwd for the Sherishtadars to
Le divided as may be thought expedient. The present head Sherishtadar is not
wt all equal to the duties of the office, There are six Gomashtas and six Menwas or
Cuarnuws in the Quechery,  Of the six Gomastas two are employed as Moonshies,
twoowrite Hindowi accounts, and the remaimng two with the six Curnums write
¢ "i'v' Vialliall,  Jiis p[‘»opose;'{ to give the Collector tour Moonshies and 8 Hindowis,
b 7 Mallialli Gomastahis.  The prosent record Keeper has 25 Pagodas monthly

Cpay ‘md u:u(ml‘v acts as second Sherisutadar for which he is well qualified, but 12

1
H

g’;"ﬁz’(ﬂl-’i?)’ ”fJ month is (llllh)(lll)u“rh for a l\,UCQld K')C})LT it 1b_lh)t ()ﬂby to LOIILQIVQ
Loy adl the Gomashias and menwas of the Cutchery are ewmployed, for they have
pardly sny of the accounts whieh they ought to bave. Their working to so little

prvod prieceds undoubtedly o the want of system. The only accounts of
G e e kepb o the Collestors Culclierry are the Demand Collection

Balaneg fram which the  Buoglish aceonnts ure propared, The Cutchery
sooonia wre morcly mounthly absiracts  of whole Talooks transmitted by the
Vel ftdary, The Ul'lﬁ-d;‘fl‘_y keeps oeliher Village (CGiramwar) nor individual
(Rayetwir} accounts without which: ‘nothing ean be known of the actual state of

e Hevenve,  Tho provosed Establzhiient will enable toto keep all these sccounts

41, v Estabhishment bs extreoaehs defective, 1t conssts ouly of
Clomashtaswed 5 Sheofte, Ttos proposed thar it should consist of one Cash Kesper

<o reasurer, § Gomashtas 4 Shrofts and 4 Goilars,  The Sherishtadar has no
suthority iu the Treasury nor cenvroi over its aecounts.  The only account he
peceives s aomonthly abstract of the Receipts and disbursements.  He oughtu to
cevoive a dadly tecount Hf them specitying the ditferent cotns of which they are

cowposed, and to bive sudnority 2t all times to call for any account made out in
any form he pieases, and to employ his own Gomashtas in examining or sisisting
Lo prepare the Treasuey aceounts whenever he thinks tit.  Heshould in short have
tuli coutrol over the Treasury acoounts. These accounts should be open to every
servant 1n the Cutehery. While the transactions of the Treasury ace close and the
Luowledge of them econfined to the few persons stationed in it, and while the
Sheristadar teceives only monthly abstracts the Treasurv servants will have it
in their power to carry on aconstant trade in the coins and 1o talsity every account.

Tle awouat of the present Establishiept is Star Pagodas 5156-0-0.
of the proposed Estalishment ... .. 7336-0-Q.
N P

The increase is P annuw R N, 2280-0-0
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But more than half of this increase arises merely from putting the Serishtadar
and the Treasurer on the same allowances they have every where else.

42. The Talook or District Establishment has only 1 Seristadar aml,l
Gomashta to each district. It has under it a Parputt: establishment employed in
the Villages, and which it has been already recommended to abolish.

43. The District Cutchery keeps no account of the lund Rm.'cm{c but. «
Village or Gramwar Demand Collection and Balance account of which }ta Sél‘l\??
only ‘an abstract to the Collectors Cutchery, It has no accounts of the COI'ITS.I‘I;I) :
by the Rayets, or of their individual Rents and Bal:u?ces, or ot the land cul.uvd s
waste, deserted or confiscated. The Village Parputtis keep some of thesc accounts
but in a very incompleat state. The proposed E;stablishment will keep all. these
accounts :mc:l send copies of them to the C?ollect(.)r s cutchery. 1t ought not hl::c the
present one to be camposed entirely of Nairs natives ot' the countr)f, b,‘u.t ol a ml.xtum
of Nairs, and strangers. Ot the Two Offices of Tahsildar, and bhe?‘st%ditr, 1.t one
be held by a Nair, the other should be hfald ' by a person “f?”_‘ m.m:h?-r‘ I rovince,
and of the Gomashtas one only in cach District should be a Nair to write Mallialli

. . e .
ts and the rost natives of other countries to write Hindowt accounts.  The
accounts a > ot

. ; . : - S AN 496
amount of the preseut Talook Establishment is Stac Pags, 6165-42-24.

and of the proposed Establishment ... .o 15798 0- 0.

e tt————— et

Star Pagodas 9382- 2-50.

——— P t———

The increase 1s ...

Tt will be seen by a reference to the Statement ?t Parficula:rs that Lhis.
increase is chiefly composed of the charge tor thg new office of Tahsildars, and. of
the Pay of additional Gomashtas and Peons rendered necessary by the suppression
ot the Parputti Establishtaent.

44. No augmentation of the present custom Establishment 13 necessary but
there should be a compleat change in the manner of conducting its duties. There
are seven chouckies at each of which there are stationed a Serishtadar or Karyist
who acts as choukidar and one or two menwas or Curnuws to keep the accounts
under him. 'The money collected daily remains in charge ot the chowkidar until

the end of the month when it is transmitted with a monthly account to the

Huzzoor. The District Cutchery has no authority over the chowkidar who has
therefore every facility of suppressing his Receipts and falsitying his accounl“ fro'm
one end of the month to the other, The Chowkidar should like every othe’:r.Dlstr.lct
servant be entirely subject to the authority of the Tahsildar. The Boxes 1D which
he deposits his collections should have the Tahsildars seal upon them, 1}6 should
transmit every daiy to the Tahsildar an account Particular of his receipts 1n Dupli-
cate one copy to be kept in the District Cutchery and the other to be ffn'wardcd
to the Huzzoor. The Box containing the collections should be sent daily to the
Tahsildar unless when the sum is small, when it may be kept until a sufficient suin
has been collected. He should at the end of each montl furnish the Tahsildar
with his monthly account in Duplicate, one copy to remain in the District and the
-other to be forwarded to the Collectors Cutchery, The principal Seristadar on
receiring this abstract will by comparing it with the daily accounts previpusly

[y
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sceived be able to detect any errorsit may contain. The chowkidar notwithstand.
1g these precautions may still commit frauds, but he will Lave less tine and it
1ll be much more difficult with daily thaun with monthly accounts, and as the
'ahsildar can investigate his conduet whenever he suspects any lraud, it will i
limost impossible for him to commit any without the connivance of that oflicer,
‘here will besides all this be the additional check of the control of the Collector's
rineipal Serishtadar, who has at present nonc over the Custc.xm Department,

45, The same obsermhions which have been made respecting the management
of the Custom Depdrtment are equally applicable to that of the Tobacco. This
Department 1s now independent of the authority both of the District Cutchery
and the Collector’s Scrishtadar, It should be placed under that of both. There

. are ovly two Tobacco Stations namcly Palgautcherry and Poonance.  Each of
these chould be under the imuediate management ot the Tahsildars Peshkar, in-
stead ot a Karyist; the same daily and monthly accounts ghould be transmitted us
are prescribed for the Customs. This arrangement besides checking frauds will
admit of a small reduction being made t the Establishimeut. The English Writers

“are unnecessary as their business will be done in the Collectors Cutcherry for the
two Kuryists at Thirty, two Pishkats at fifteen Pagodas month]y are substituted,
the present Peshkar at Palgantcherry who bas not half the business of the Pesh-
kar at Poonanee has 20 Pagodas P month, while the other has only Ten; the

charge ot the present Eatablishment is ... " 3,036-21-79.

and Sf‘the propsed Establishment e 3,076-44-15.
“The Decrease is Star Pagoda{s 459-22--64.

e ———— -

46, The Salt is another separate Department independent of the District
and Huzzoor Cutcherry. There are seven Salt Stations each nnder a Karyist or
manager and a Curnum- who send mouthly accounts to the Collectors Cutcherry
which frequently state the names only of the Dulals or Brokers instead of the
actual Buyers and sellers, The accouats can neither shew the whole of the Salt
on hand, nor the quautiily remaining in each Godown after part ot the salt has been
issued tfrom a G‘odo_v'vn a fresh quantity is thrown in and alternate issues and
Receipts go on without its ever being emptied, when the issue is once begun from
a Godown, 1t should be continued untyt it 1s empty before any fresh salt is thrown
in, The Godowns should be placed under the Tahsildars and their Peshkars
immediately in charge of them should furnish daily and monthly accounts in the
same manner as has been proposed for the Customs. A trifling additional expeucc
will be incurred, occasioned chiefly by allowing Kolkars or Peons one Pagoda in-
stead of 2 Rupees wonthly, but a considerable saving may be made in the Extra
Expences of Godown Repairs and rent and cooly hire tor removing salt which are
much over-rated from want ot sufficient check. The present charge of the Establish-

meu_g is Sta!’ Pags. eve e ves ;3’39_4__46.

The gha,rge of the proposed Establishment is o 1968 —0— 0,
rpe - ‘ i o

* Ibe Decreasce is Star Dagedas 137 [—4— 15,

-~~- . . . . .._-__.___-__! »
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47, The fol‘lo'vkring‘abstmct exhibits at one view the difference between the
amount of the existing and that of the ‘pri)posed'Esmblishment.

Present ‘ Prdposed ’ R

Establishment. | Establishwent. | Increace. Decrease. .

Huzzoor or Collestors Cot{ 5156 0 0 7386 0 0 2882 0 o 452 0 2
cherry. i

Di-trioy or Talook Cut- 6465 42 24| 15798 0 0 10244 2 56 912 0 0
(-her'xy. y ) } o

Villaye Servants .0 17810 7 16/20,000 0 0| 16250 O 0f 14060 7 16

CRSIIUE e | 1629 19 4 1779 19 4l B0 0 OF . e oo

Tob 00 - Ol saze 21 .79, 8076 44 15| 485 10 28 894 42 12

a't .. | 8310 - 4,46, 1v68-- 0. :0,1;?90 30 o 2361 43 46

Tobel §. Pags. .| 57987 5 950,008 18 1930752 16 4 18551 2 74

D.duct Decreace ...} o e e e e 18681 2 X T

1452 0 0

Deoﬁéb Sadar Warid ...

ey

oo .ol 10619 13 10

Increase ... \
Net Tncrease N }

1
L 12071 18 10
|

the Huzzoor Shirastadar from which the charges of the

The accounts of
been copied, Jo not contain sadar Warid, DBut as

present Establishment have Vai
an expenditure under this head certainly takes place though the Scrishtadar has
no Statement of it, the amount must of course be deducted in order to make the
comparison correct.  The actual inerease of eharge therefore will be Star Pagodas
10,619—1 7 —-10, Thissun i no doubt considerable, but it will render the situation
of the priucipal native ervants respectable and the Iostablishments eflicient,
which are at present totally the reverse and it will give an Establishment of fixed
heriditary Village servanis which at present does not exist and without which we
can ucither have order in the detmls of Revenue, nor any accurate knowledge of

the actual condition of the Inhabitants.

48, During my short stay in Maldibar T received many more complaints than
i1 all the other Provinces taken together through which T have passed; this may
in some measure be ascribed to the the independent character of the peaple; to their
heing more affected by the Salt monopouly than in other Districts aud the Tobaceo
monopoly being peculiar to that cosst. But it must also be admitted, that their
complaints are in oMy - nstances well fonnded.  The principal sources of them are
the Tobaceo and Salt monopolies and the land rent. With regard to the Tobacco
the yrievance complained of 15 merely of that general nature which must always be
folt where the price of any article of general consumption is greatly enhanced by
rponopoly. 1t may also be observed that though under the Native Go'ver.nments
 monopoly such as the present one never was established yet the article was
alw ajs sdbjecb to heavy duties, to restrictions in its sale. The Bullock menwho
formerly carned a livelihood by transporting it from Coimbatore are still employed,
the same shopkeepers still make a profit by selling it in Retail, and though the
price is mnuch higher to the consumers, ‘the commodity is not a,‘negesg@x:y of life
and there is no other way by which an equal revenue could be raised with equal
ease to the Inhabitants.

49! Witk respect to the Salt, the inﬁaﬁitanﬁs in genenﬂ of Malaber are not
more affected than those of other Provinces by the monopoly price. But the

¢
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Dealers complain of the measurement at the Depots, and the Land owners who
make salt on their laads, both of the mneasurement and of the prohibition of the
manufacture, The foreign salt has of late years almost entirely supplanted the
home manufacture. It is brought from Goa and Bombay, but chietly from Bombay.
The Importers stg'ted that the measurement which had always been unfavourable
to them, had. been much more so since Fusly 1223 and I thought it advisablein
consequence of their representations as well as of information from other quarters
to exar’nipe’_ the measurement personally. I went for this purpose to the Salt Go-
downs on the Beach at Calicut and in presence of a crowd of Importers, Shopkeepers
and Revenue Servants made the measurer belonging to the Salt’ Deparbment’
measure Ten Pa,;'rahs, first in the way usual in receiving it from the Impdrters a.nd,
then in that in which he issued it to the purchasers. 1he difference was 347 @
cent. But the dealers asserting that the difference was still greater and thujtothe

- measurement had not been so unfavourable to them as it usually was, the operation

was repeated by a | Peon belonging to the customs who always attends at the
m‘easurement and who measured in the manner which he saw always practiced.
The re§u1t was a difference ot 40 P Cent. The Importers werc not yet satisfied
and maintained that the difference was actually 5¢ @ Cent and that it would have
been tound so had the Peon been as expert as the regular measurer. Some Buujarries
who were present and Lad just filled their Bags with Salt to carry to Mys;)re reﬁ»
gueb'ced_ that it might be subwitted to a similar trial. The measurement was accord-
ingly made and the difference was found to be 53 ¥ Cent. Tt is casy to see why

. the measurement is raore unfavourable to the Bunjarries than to the inhahabitants

orous for redress.

ot Calicut; t'ﬁgy are strangers aﬁdnot.so likely to be clam
50. "l‘lzg difference of measurement cannot properly be called a loss to the
prgorwm Ttgyy'q,rq aware of the chs%p) and as” they still continue to import it
i a proof that whatever the measurement sy be, they receive the full price of the
coxﬂmoq&y The loss ch"a,gidn’_é_:d‘”b! '\éﬁé““ineauréﬁlent'evidently falls upon the
%ﬁ?eﬂf}?' thfeg exact extent of it cannot poss{bly be ascertained except by getting
of it may be formed which' will probably not be far from the truth, the annual wast-
age 15 roc) gpﬁfg'by the dealers to be not higher than § ¥ Cer 1
o 10 %" Uobt on tho o Salt the exes Toriy o oont on the foreign or
nan 13 ¢ pnbop Hhe b me iSalt, the great differefice of measurement began in
Fusly 1223. ~ Before iﬁqt period the difference was about 35 % Centand ;
intended to cover an annual wastage ‘ot’ 204 Clent which it S eanpoted gk
e, ben whiin . appane g ut 20  ont whic it was supposed might
take piace, bub WICh 1L AFpears never reached one qtiarter of that amount. By
taking the P{‘f?&??f -measurement, from Fusly 1221 to 1222 at 224 ¥ Cent and
fron'l 1223 to 1225 at 45 9 Cent and allowing a wastage of 10 99 Cent both in the
foreign and home Salt, it will be found thata quantity of Salt equal to Garce
2452-76-6} of the value of Star Pagodas 75536-42-14 has becn embezzled by the
Servants of the Depva:gt‘meut in the éourse of five years from the beginning of gusl
1221 to the end of Fusly 1235; this sum may at first sight appear large bc:xt when i{
is considered that those are seven stations; that it is only about two thonZmd Pa&odas
a year to each, and that there is no control over them, it is in fact as little as ?:ould
be expected. But it will be still more, if instead of allowing ten ¥ Cent for gnnual
wastage the amount wastage be taken as reported by the Collector to the Board
9( Revenue at 573 Garce. The total sum instead of Pagadas 75586-42.1% inserted
311 the accompanying Statement No, 4 will then be Pagodas 02500;10-74 3s follows.
Total embezzlement according to the Statement No, 4 Star Pagodas 75586-42-14,

L}

s i
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Wastage allowed per Statement Garce 1166-179-83.
Wastage per Collectors Report ... 573 0-0,
Excess ot Wastage per Statement Garce 593-179-83, at

284 Pagodas ... ... 16,913-13-60.

Star Pags. 92,500-10-74

. 5l. All the Items in the Statement are taken from the Native Accounts of
the Collector’s Cutcherry excepting those of excess of measurement which as
already mentioned are calculated from the trials made at the Godowns. The
Cutcherry Accounts as will be seen from the Statement, shew an excess of
measurement during the years 1221—1222 and 1223 ot Garce 379-51-8} but none
during the two tollowing years when it was certainly higher than at 'fi.ny former
period and they also shew a wastage, but only for 1221 ot one Garce and eighty
Merkals that there was an annual wastage cannot be doubted, but whether )the
whole was 573 Garce as reported by the Collector, or more or less is very ypcer-
tain, Whatever it was, its omission in the Cutcherry Accounts, evinces how litt]e

they are to be depended upon.

59. The loss from the surplus measurement of the Salt not being brought to
Account is not the only one which Government suffers. It loses also from paying
more than the actual purchase price; the {oreign Salt as shewn in the accowpany.
ing Statement is purchased from the Importers by Dalals or Brokers at from
27 to 30 Rupecs P Garce and sold to Government at from 36 to 48 Rupees
¢ Garce, The Importer sells his Salt readily at 27 to 30 Rupees, but as he is
anxious to get away he wants ready money which the Broker gives him. The
Broker however never takes charge of the Salt. It lies on the ground for some

days or weeks until the Collector’s Servants are ready tv receive it. The Broker

then sees it measured by the Collector’s Measurer :nd deposited in the Public
Godown in presence of an Agent ot the owner, who is liable for all wastage while
lyiug on the ground previous to its receipt by the Salt Servants. From this date,
the wastage is borne by Goverument, the Broker is cxposed to no risk whatever,
he gets the Collector’s receipt for the whole quantity delivered into the Godown
which is paid a few month#atterwards and he thus gets a profit of 20 or 30 ¥ Cent
merely for his paying ready money which might easily have been done from the
Collector’s Treasury and the difference ot price thereby saved. The whole quant-
ity of foreign Salt received in five years from 1221 to 1225-was Garce 8,134-323.4
for which the price paid per the Cutcherry accounts was Rupees 3,29,532-3.72.
The price to the Importer’s estimated from the reports of such of them as were
present was Rupees 2,24,171—-10—38.

The difference between these prices or the

loss sustained by Government is Rupees  1,05,360-6-22 or S.Ps. 80,102-43-634,

It to this sum of Star Pagodas 39,102—43—63
we add the surplus measurement not ac- '
counted for 75,086 «~42-~14.

The amount which Government ought to
have received above its actual Rezeipts for

five yedrs 0 1,05;689-=40—77
or Aundally S, Pags, 21,137—44—15

iy
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This result it is true is not drawn altogether from actual accounts, but
partly from estimates of surplus measurement and wastage and prices paid to the
Importers by the Brokers, But these estimates are I beliove rather under rated
than otherwise ; a clear proof that they are not over rated is that the Dealers are
willing for ready money to deliver the Salt at the estimated price and mensure-
ment, eight or ten Importers and Brokers made this offer to me when at Calicut
and I think it quite possible that an agreement might be made with them on terms

stil} more favourable.

53. Arigid investigation proporly conducted would shew to whose use the sur-
plus Salt has béen appropriated. There can be little doubt, but that it went partly to
the Servants in charge of the Godowns and partly to the Head Serishtadar previous
to Fusly 1223; but trom that period, it has I believe gone chiefly to a person named
Bisram Sing not in the Service of Government. This man who had been for some
years settled as a trader ot Palgautchorry was employad by the Collector on the
discovery of the defalcations in the Treasury in 1223 in investigating the embezzle-
meuts of the Serishtadar and Treasurer and recovering the amount and his Services
were found so useful on this occasion that he has ever since though without any
Ofticial situation been permitted to have the principal direction of the Revenue affairs
of the Province. Every office is held by men on whom he thinks he can depznd ; the
Salt at Calicut was in 1223 placed under Soor Narrayen Bhat, one of his dependants,
but in 1225 he got. this man transferred to the charge of the Tobacco at Poonanee
and his own Domestic servant Ram Kishnen appointed to succecd him. He got
the Treasury placed nnder the present Shroff Akki Shitti who of course attends
to all his orders. The key of the Treasury Chest is kept by the Shroff; but
that of the apartment in which it is deposited is kept by Bisrams.ing. No issues
or Receipts can take place without his notice. He_ has a room in the 'l‘reasu'ry
where he sits and where he keeps =« Box with his private Cash for his commercial
dealings, but 1t is evident that from his conn.ect,ion with the S.hroﬁ he may ez}sxly
take loans privately from the Treasury and igsue thgm publickly from .hxs b’o:_c.
Geveral of the Brokers who cell the foreign Salt to Govcrnment are enh_er his
It is therefore a great corivenience to him, though he ultimate-
be able to draw the purchase money trom the Treasury,
Before he came to be en']ployed by the Collector h:a was a petty trader worth about
five or six thonsand Rupews. He is now supposed to be worth from two to ‘bhreu
lacs. His influence has been such that hz may withoud difficulty have acqmred e

sum equal to this from the Salt, Tobacco and other sources without any embezzle-
ment in the Treasury. But a Treasury in which a merchant has so compleatly
pstablished himself can never be sate, All the Collectors principal servauts having
been more or less concerned in the embezzlements of Fasly 1222 and his having
none in whom he could place confidence his availing himselt at the time of the
services ot 'Bisramsing was perhaps ‘un‘aVuidable; but they vught to bave been
dispensed with long ago; the present §enshtadar 15 atterly unfit lor hiy sigugtion
He was brought forward by Bisramsing solely on :
tractable wan.  The Office ought to be filled by one
not Natives of Malabar, :

Agents or Partners.
ly replaces the amount to

account ol s lming 2 gtiet

or cather by two able en,

54, The Salt of Malabar is not made from sea water on the Beacl;, but is

- manufactured on Salt warshy lands unfit for Cultivation or on lands which though

hmrly Cultivated have been found more productive converted ifko Sait pans,
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These lands are sc

théred in Sma.,“ ortt 4y :
helong to a great » i portiong over the Country near the seaand

the measarement ll)m;b;r 'ot different indivi.duals who have always complained of
rohibited f » but have of late comp.lamed more loudly of their having been
lrecr lt;l(i rom m.ﬂmlfac‘.‘,urmg salt by which means their lands are rendered use-
sz;l: 5:3 < e&’ w}llll ylieh‘i no other produce. The difiiculty of preventing clandestine

b when 1b 13 made at many hundred different places has led to this pro-

hibition, T : R
i. The foreign Salt from being imported at only a few stations is so much -

les . . . >
ess exposed to this evil that it is taken in preference to the home and has almost

f:nt;nzl ¥ supplanted it; the mere convenience of the Revenue ought not surely to sub-
.:;Zifr Ile lsmd owners t0 so great a hardship as that of the loss of the whole produce of
o and, .ne{ther ought they to be permitted to extend the manufaetyre beyond
fts tormer limit, because such an extension joined to the high pi-iée mighiﬁ SO mu.ch
increase clandestine sales as to occasion a serious loss ﬁq the Revenﬁé: an arrange-
vient might I think be made by which sufficient security mxght be éﬁordéci to the
Re\'e'uue without, injustice to the Landholders, The manufactre of Salt siiould be
permitted ou all lunds appropriated to this purpose before the monopoly‘and also on
all such Lands as may have been converted to this use in consequence of Cowles from
the Collector; on all other Lands it should cease, The average quantity manufac-

tured on the Old Lands by the respective owuers previous to the Monopoly and on

.the new lands subsequently should be ascertained and adopted as. the quantity to be
annually received trom them by the Salt Department, The excess of the Demand
above this quantity should he supplied by foreign Salt. It will be impossible
among so great a number of petty manufacturers as are in Malabar to prevent fraud,
bl‘lt with a proper Establishment of District and Village servants it u')a;y‘be kept
wxfhin bounds. The quantity carried privately to their own houses or sold to their
naighbours by the manufacturers will probably never be less than a fourth or a fifth

of the whole, but thig ought net to be deemed a sufficient reason for putting a stop -

to the manufacture and preventing a great bedy of proprietors from deriving any
return. from t}‘xeir Lands. To save the lossis not greaf, ag only a very small portion
?f th.e"'. land 18 employed in this way, but to numbers it is very distreséihg, as it
18 principally by proprietors whe have very little land that the manufacture is
carried on and among all the discontent is very great. Even if an increase of Revenue
were the on!y point deserving of consideration it is not very certain thé.f anything
zzﬂg x gawned by the compleat substitution of Foreign tor holmg;vsgjg. There
balancod som;e m:drea.:l;edof the Salt Revenue, but this wauld probably be counter-
profite of t{ . ogl‘ ua ecrezfsg of land revenue in consequence of the diminished
rents. The £ ‘Zn‘:rs ot the Salt lands rondering them less able to discharge their
» Cana,ﬁ with::t of a §alc Revc.anuev greater than that of Malabar being realized in
mocemanry sven £oint;}1’1 Importation is sufficient to prove that it is pot absolutely
iéilowing abstrast < X;?ka- of Revenue to suppress the home manufacture, The
Salt purchased for th 1bits in round numbers the quantities of Malabar and Foreign

or the monopoly during five years from Fusly 1221 to 12285, '

Malabar. Foreign,

Fusly 1221 Garee . | 355 1514
. e 3585 . N

1222 .. ,

® 1228 b vea sea 2517 1177.

o ow2es T . 919 1734,

1235 .. T . . 352 1662,

_ e we 76 2045,

longer equ
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55 The next great subject of Complaint in Malabar is the assessment of
Cardens and rice Lands, By this is not meant any general inequality of assess-
ment, but the continuance of the original assessment on Gardens and Rice Lanids
which have been so much deteriorated from various causes, that the produce is no
al to the discharge of the rent; sowme lands are swept away by mountain
torrents, or by rivers, some are overflowed by the sea and rendered unproductive
for several years, or for éver where the owner has not the means of repairing the
damage, Some are left uncultivated either from their being vver assessed or trom
the inability of the proprietors and Gardens have gone to decay without new ones
having been planted to supply their place, or if planted without their having yet
become productive. Where a Garden yields nothing, a remission of the whole rent
should be made. Where young Trees are coming forward, no rent should be de-
manded until they are productive. ‘Where Rice Land has been destroyed, the rent
should be given up. Where Rice land lies waste {rom the poverty of the owner, if
a remission of rent for a few years is likely to enable him to Cultivate the land, it

should be allowed on his giving security for the payment ot the full rent after the

expiration of that period. If it be wastc from over assessment, the rent should be
lowered. If from its remote situation and the want ot Cultivators, the whole rent
ghould be remitted. The investigation of these details if made aunnually would

occupy but little time and would not only secure the Revenue, but obviate in a
great measure the necessity of selling land for arrear.

56, 'The assessment of Malabar is in general very moderate, but were it
lowered one half, failures would still be frequent. They must always be expected
among such a body as forty thousand petty Landholders, a considerable share of
whom are little above the Rank of Common Cultivators. Government receives
from them so great a portion of the produce of the soil as Revenue that it ought
%o act rather as an indulgent Landlord than asa rigid Creditor, The little estates
of these men ought not always to be sold merely because it offers the readiest way
of recovering their balances. They should be sold only when after granting the
owners every reasonable indulgence as to time, allowing them an abagement of
agsessment for a term of years in order that they may bring their Lands into good
condition, there is no hope of their ever being able to pay their rent, The power
of selling should exist as a check over fraudulent Defaulters but with good man-
agement it will rarel; be necessary to exercise it. There were few or no sales
before 1225, but the Byots have now been called upon for their accumulated
Balances from Fusly 1221 to 1225 inclusive and the lands of those who could
not pay them have been sold. The amount of these Balances is trifling, but as tho
aumber of individuals who ,suffer is considerable, as the Lands are sold tor much
less than the proprietors paid for them and in some cases probably for less than
might have been got and as the sale of lands for arrears ot Revenuc was formerly
anknown in Malabar, the practice ot it now so generally introduced is viewcd with
a good deal of dissatisfaction by all classes of Land-holders, The Principal Serish-
tadars had not the accounts ot these sales, but I founfi the accounts of two Talooks
with the Talook Serishtadars. From these accountsit appears that in 29 Villages
Balances against 86 Land-holders amounti-ng to «.. Rupees 1970—3—56
were discharged in the following manner viz.

By the sale of personal effoghf - 993 — 90
y of 42 Rice ﬁe\Mﬂw ,5":#3 ”ﬁm- s 958~ —19!
of 94 Gardesis.;” .. 9%2—2_-214

i

— —— -

b
g E
ki

Rupzes 1970—3--56
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and that the R 1s wor " ' '
ore than | tce fields were purchased by the late ownors for Rupess 415323 or
HOPSs U5 SN i} - o
an four thaes ihic amount of whut they have now beeq sold far
390 The Balanees of (20 . . )
hey w1l oo on ances ]“'1-»{3 arg more considerable than in former yem’s and
0y Wilif M aeenmmnlatly . 3 ; :
Wit iENONe% t mulating and augmenting the discontent of the Inhabitants
L R ¥ g8 resent s 3 : . o :
Lo s persevercd 5y "tel'l;lof {attemptmg to realize them solely by the sale of the
'- 1 & ISy I LER AT Jyeii] ]n! -“'_‘ @ﬂr o .. RER . R - .
indueed the proprietors for ‘ g oblized fo pars with their Lands hes
* prUpnietors same yvears $6 continus pavin . e 1
b onger 1ol e, , years to continue paying the rent of Lauds which
Fieitied an suequate produce.

1

cannot pay and more will be iy the s S(»mc: ha‘,"e now ex.ha%-.sted their n}uaus ?,'nd
veur; other remedies than the sale « same situation the noxt and every.{ollowmf’
:sale of the land must be resorted to. This remedy

bad ore among inux_uxl:;;)l:r:;r:%l l’ie,*:un'cltri‘es &Yld great” Estates, but it is a very
and the enltivator are o ail proprietors asin Malabar, where the Landowner
montts shoakd be ade tod 1 y commuonly ufutcd’ in the same person. The same
_ ) aid be adopted both {or the socurity of the Land owner and of the Reve-
:]U’.ti‘a: ”} a well regulated Ryotwari district, no demand should be made for
pr:g{; tlff:: :3 ltimll;’%i r&”§on§b19 allowancs should be u;ccasionally ‘m(:,.fle to f‘he
them for years, 1-1\@“: b 10 ':&ance sh?uld l_)c kept h,“,u‘rmg over and mstres.su?g
three op M s h’)l-lr‘:m:t ‘ﬂlmforfmtsmndmg‘ at t.he. end ot ﬂpl& year, sh'ould within
s of Hevenue w .ﬂn"'_ roln ﬂ\i?t-dz‘x.tti: be either realized or remitted. The
‘ f uue w hich lwould immedistely ensue from lowering the rent,
oot J:u:jgm‘:t:do i,x%}}i’n?d rfamiiitf.z’ng i:;, altogether whe:ere tho Lund‘ 18
1t Ten thousand Purodus; much of this loss howevor

s ore )l .
VoLl naol bo

inav 1 e
H‘.".} })3 aQ Vory i)li’ﬁ‘;‘f

diinut

nT

I STER N - H
DOVINANUGEHS, Becance ac Jf e mwen ) ) ,
the Lands Teie » Docause as it is owing to the poverty of the owners to
UoaLdnins ivinr
« [l

;n I 3 __ﬁf - > . . i R . . ..
NUER , 7 emiole situations where thers is a scarcity of Cultivators, 1t
wonld he gradually | - !

ORSen0d fs e 3 - ; . .
essened as the inprovement of the circumstaaces of the In-

e 1
P ‘J?"»7(3‘}1"t i1 N o " . . «

o Shit the ;Ldnd.s into Cultivation, It would not be advisable
ke Ln the deforeneme : M

¢ up the deficency by an equalization of the land yssessment

wie nequalitios - 1
| e Tovqualities, they are not ot such nmagnitude, as to
osstiont, and becguse s ' :

‘ ,‘Fand because such a measure would be extremely un-
niry,  Bat ST ; el

3 sut there is another mode sanctioned by ancient custom,
YIS Y - .

airht easily he ms :

) £ht easily be made up, namely by assessing new {ardens
g productive, b owiag e gin - . ey

£ 1 ive. 16 was the universal practice uuder the Govern-

the &

the rent of th

ajahis b inspest ul! Quarder :
o ) ;}ﬁew ull }(_mrdenzs onice in avery twelve years, and to alter
ey aceording as the pr deels ' :
or asemented fe 3 ' produco had deelined by the loss ot old trees;
R N L ,’,‘:-u 1155} - ~ g
(‘;m-m;\;.c‘ and er";m d}_’:‘”‘lmg oc new onos.  The Rajahs adopted it in their own
18 and eniorced it whenever called unc ) ) i
145 orioin is of very ancl . d apon an.loug the Land holders and thelr
the (ﬁ&stilb“ﬁl»}n;én‘: f t very ancient date and is said to have been coeval with
S h(, 't ot the ancestors of the present ruce of Rajahs, and the custom
isoll was Kept u 1 s - ‘ : d '
neriod of tiel P until the transfer ot the Country to the British Government. The
perion o reive yea,rs was - o T \ . b g R
tinte 1o cotie to maturity i_no doubt chosen as that, which gave the young Garden
. Cpe Re e Land owner could dema i ens
{vom the Tenant and , zh efore the Land owner could demand the increased vent
(ol LhHO pen:s andg ast 1 whie ) : C
before the Tenant wa ..M o h_ldl the old Garden could not suffer mueh decay
et ¢ Leta as entitled to demand an ab ' T todi
rawsinr and lowering the h abatement of reat, The periocioal
asinr and lo ng thne assessment of Gard i . .
some objectitng wonld be made k rdens ought to be revived and contmued,
K GOjeCUIon:s Woll nade . g
s oy those who have made new Gardens where none
existed beiore, but these would ba easil - -th ral’
Country in favor of the ana e y over ruled by the General scnse of the
, 3 : £ie ancient practice,

i

'Penants,

T ) ) The assessment by which the Reveny
always hau bect and s now eslieet g . e

5 : : : f
Trees heaing Leged while produeti 3
7 Lage I ive, Nearly one third of the land revenue ariges

ed is founded upon the principie of all Garden

27

from fruit Trees, bus as the rent of a Garden must necessarily be remitted as the
Trees decay, it seems but fair that new Trees should be taxed on becoming product-
ive according to the custom of the country; unless this rule be observed it will be
the interest ot 3 great number of the owners of Gardens to let them go to decay
and make new ones on land which pays very little rent. It they have not already
done this, it is because they had no assurance that either the new or the old Garden
would be exempted from taxation. Itis supposed that the increase of Revenue
which would be derived from assessing the new Trees would amount to about

Twenty thousand Pagodas.

58. There does not seem to be any sufficient Feason for exempting the Pepper
Vine from Taxation, It may be said that it encourages the Land owners to grow
more and enables them to turnisk it on cheaper Terms for the Europe market, that
a greater quantity is in consequence exported and that the customson this Extra
quantity will probably compensate for the loss of rent, It is not said that the fer
mer tax discouraged the production of the article after Tippoo kad ordered mest
ot the pepper vines to be destroyed, they were again planted in spite of that Tax;
and continued to incrense, The tax therefore viewed merely as it affected the land
owners did not require to be abolished though some abatement might have been
nment to determine’ whether any additional advantages

propet. It is for (Gover
re to the Trade or the customs to make amends for

have resulted from the measo
the sacrifice of an annual Bevenue of 30,000 Pagodas,

59, Betore concludiug this long Report. 1 must again take the liberty ol
earnestly recommending the introduction of the proposed village system as absolutely
necessary to tho establishing of a connection between Government and the people
and the adoption ot the Establishments proposed tor the different departments
ander the Collector, as without them he can neither know the actual condition of

the inhabitants, nor protect them from unauathorized exactions, or the Revenue

from embezzlement.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(signed) THOS. MUNRO,
1st Commassiener.

(A true Copy)

| H. CHAMIER,
Compd. W. G. for Deouty Jecraiary,

-
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For_Dy. Sacretary.

(A true Copy)

First Oemmissioner.

Mysore, 4th July 1817.

Compd' W' G‘
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Comparative Btatement of the Collector of Malabar Establishments

Deseription.

|
|
|

Establishmens for

Fusly

1226.

L

Establishment for
Fusly 1227,

Per month,

Per year.
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for Fusly 1226 and  those proposed for Faly 1%7.
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Descriptisn.

FEstablishment
for|Fusly 1228,

Establishment
for Fusly 1227.

Per month. Per (year. Per moxth. Per year.
Sawyer or Custom  [No. [S. Pags.v.|c. [S.Pags,r. [c, [No. [S. Pegs.‘r. ¢, (S, Pags.[e. |c.
servants. :
Rerishtadars 3 12:38| 46 1541272 3 12/3R| 46 154/12/72
Geomastahs 4 12) & 23 146) 9|36 4 12| 8 23 146 936
Cureyastah or Choukedar| 6 11i...| 65 132 960, 6 1)| .} 65 132/ 9l60
Monvah or Carnams 14 92734 8 333 4/16] 14 27134| 8 333 416
Shrofts ol 1 2| 1} 67 2422 4 1 2l 1] 67 94l09l 4
Mookakar or Gollers 1 1,19| 23 17 636 ) 19} 23 17 636
Haveldar 3 5 6/ 85 61822 3 5| 6| 35|  61[32'20
Sepoys 22 29|28 37 855/26/44] 22 29(28) 37 3552644
Kolkar 89 33,32 43 404{30i36; 3¢ 83142| 48 404{30368
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Total 93 135\35| 27 1629{19! 4| 93 148112} 67 1779119 4
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Establishment of Peons fo:J 102 15618548  1876l44(15) 100  156|15/544|  1876144(15
the apprenhension of .
smugglers.
Charges &c. for binding 46| 2| 46  552130[72 30)..]... 360 ...1...
Tobacco bundles. —_ — —l—
187, 294311664  853621/79| 182|  256/18[>44| 307644(15
Salt servants.
Engluh erber et l 6 bl M 72 sacfsne e see lopsfean see [ewsfren
Goomastahs 2 121...}... 144/...{ ..] 10 391., 468...1...
Cnureyasta or Mokthasur 7 38 ..} 396)...\...] .. .
Menvah or Cumamo 7 26100 00 312n...l...| ...
Kolkars. .l 27 16091200 yopiel.l 28 28|l 3360
Perskars N R TR O o froofeudt 7 87...)... 441)......
Saderwarid T e R C28) R e | acfioe] e 7o 84{...]...
1
' 44 oal9l 200 1121 6.1 451 a11).l.. | 1383,
Extrs charges and Tempor-| ...| 1543730} 22174846 .., 53...]... 636]...5...
ary servants.
Total .| 44/ 27811304} 3339 446 45  164)..|.. | 1968...\.,
Grazd Total 148 3161{19] 14| 87937 5{ 9| ... 4167|16/414] 500081819

41
for Fusly 1226 and those proposed for Fusly 1227.—(Centinued),
Increase. Decrease,
[¥et increase | Net decresse
per year. per year,
Per month. | Per year. | Per month, I Por year. '
B. Pags.ir. (. 8. Pags. ». (0. |S, Pags. 7. [c. ({S.Pags. [r. ic. [S. Pags..». [. |S. Pags.iz. 0.
DT I -0 N A Y O e
T agle2ol wsol ol N T
'T; T
san (rot]ner eon LA ---i' 13 secfren 156 saviens .
2--- reny 24 XX ...j sea sec]ren (X1} sejen
sne rasisee .e ...' w... e 360'..' e
see arlson veo XX ...; 4.. (X 2] 48 amelser
- CXRIST Y] + e LAl .q.i 9.0. tew 108 ses{tor
2 ses|ven 2‘ ol ...l 'YX 4 sesfsse ave sgaleoe
1}12(69 1511928 1Ll
VR 1R U I O - 223! 35 80 {11/20
15 seelnne i 180 100fyg | ses es]see (X1 ssalene
9 .I‘OC dee los s00]y l: 'Y ass]eos [T X ) - a0
7 L 3 “ ves luCi sas "o . (XY swoslsee
YT IR Aiad B (XY ) e oc-i ape {eec]see [Ty tav|see
! .
O 0 16| 2| 46)  192]30[72
36/12/69 435 |19 28; 7426 1 894 (42(12 459(22/64
L —— Ll ol o A} -y
| | .
e |*® (1 see eon|, .i 6 svsfeen 72 spsfone
27 XY Y)Y 824 "o .ai YY) esonjrea sen (X132
sae [V0° . sen 1% .00 sasfeon 896 es]en
os seejeee see Ld XX 26 tesfsee 312 tey|ene
11]25/60 188 {39|... e foossoe R TS O
37 sesjies 4“ veileae ree aeftes ree tasfone
7 revjene 84 tetles Y I XTI Y ] ese fJees|ssre
~—é;2560‘ 990 39’ e 65 soelong 780 Y 21 LAdd
es JPeCfree ass LA (Y Y] 131 3780* 1581 “
H
soi25lo0l  090(39)....  196/37(s0s 2361 E|4.u e odo]  1871] 4146
2565 3127 80752 [16] 4]  1556{38/794 18681 74 18901/4040, 183027




Comparative statement of the Collector of Malabar Establishments for Fusly 1226 and those proposed for Fusly 1227.—(Continued).
t Establishment - KEstablishment I \ ’
. ' for Fusly 1226. ' for Fusly 1297, riorease. Decrease. : o
Description, . Net increase |Net decreass | -~
~—-———-——) i — I - - - - per year, pér year. : :3
Per month, l Per year, Per month. Per year. Per month, | Per year. | Per month. 1 Per year. ; | o=
B v 1 } 1
S. Pags.lp. C. b Pags.’F. ‘c ‘
Deduct Saderwarid .| 12071{13)10 - f
1452 .| !
' Net incre vou [ |\
ABSTRACT. ase 10619{13(10 '
. 8, Pags.p. [c.| 8. Pags.[r, c. |S. Pags.;r.|c. S. Pags.p. \C. C 1 ‘
No. )S. Pags.r. Jo. (S, Pags.|z. |c. [No. (S, Pags.[r. | c. S, Pags.|r. ‘)c. i 1 | ‘
22322401 2082, ..|...| 37;30‘... 2. 2230 ] N
Hut:ic;grhand tTrea,suryEs- 78 429130,... 51:6(...).... 94 615[22] 40 7386 ...... 8533018 10244 956 76 l 919! .. 9332| 2[36 .
ishment. : - mareel vaaanl T et i .
Talook Establishment .| 192 53837 22 G40SWZR4 400 13lofe2l 10 LSTORL... 1“?;2;133 m?gg] ”7'}50| 45 14060 7r‘”’ i N
illage o. ...| 893 1484/ 8 8 17810| 716 ... | 1e66/30/... | 20000 .l.. oy arooal  w ZoalielTs solooi64!
Sawyer  do. .| 93 13535l 27 1629(19) 4/ 93 " 148l12 67| 1779]19] 4 e L A 1odami30} zggﬁgf}tg S0 IS e T
gobmo do. .| 137} . 294311663 3536(21|79} 132]  250|18(544 3012144}15 - e R it oo e AT — ||
alt do. e T 0 Ot O 2 e B 2562131127 30752(16| 4] 155633793| 18681] 274 1390114010 1830 z7§30;
Total  ...J1487] 3161[19] 14 87987 5| 6| ... | 418716413 500081819 § '
i Deoduct decrease ..., 18302730 \
. . 120711810
Deduct Saderwarid ool 145200,
Net increase ...| 1061913110
(A true oopy),
(Signed) Tamos. MUNRO, : ' H. OHAMIER,

Myxore, 4th July 1817. o 134 Commissioner, Compd. W, G, For Pepy. Secretary. -
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