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“" REVENUE DEPARTMEN:
NO. 49 S -
“TD THE COLLECTOR,
IN THE SOUTBERN DIVISION .
\ OF ARCOT. . oy
} { ”’“m { “y o Q«{w}r‘ 'zg,, {;,’ 24 3 \ S g A 2R W e ,~,: ¢t
Sig,. - S ‘
, ' 'With reference to the letters addressed to you under date, the 25th of March 1816,.
E on the 8rd of April, 22nd May and 31st of July 1817, préparatory to final.orders for the
gpnglal introduction of a modified ryotwar sottlement into the provinces dependent on
tJus Presidency, I am directed Ly the Prosident and Members of the Board of Revenue

to~ ‘transmit for your information and guldancc copies of the papers hereunder noted :— =
K '\ : ..

To the Chief Secretary 29th May 1817.
Do. : 8th September 1817.
- Do. = 1lth do..
_, From Mr. Secretary Hill  16th December 1817.

o ‘ * A printed draft of i the ryotwar regulation mt}x the observations of -
" Colonel Munro thereon.

L]

Nye

.hxtract from a minute of the Board under date, the 5th of J anuary
~ 1818 with the printed paper ot Mr. Ellis therein alluded to.

2. Ttis hoped {hat an attentive perusal and deliberate cons sideration of these papers.
as well as of those which have been previously addressed to you, will enable you clearly
* 1o understand the principles of the new ryotwar settlement for the introduction of which

in all practicable cases, throughout your district, I am now directed to convey to you the
- final orders of the Board.

. 3 Tn thoaehnds where settlements have alrcady been nondudbd for a pemod of
wemrg '01 in pernlanfmcy, it is not intended to disturb engagements, to the observance of
wlmh the faith of Government is pledged, so lonfr as the renters or zemindars may

' ,claim the pmfoxmame of them. But so soon as by failure of renters, termination of
leas ch, or other causes, Ilurlﬁdl&ﬂ engagements may expire or lands settled in perpetuity
Inay- ‘rbvert to the C:ovu;nment the new plan of settlement is to be introduced therein,

in the same manner as in the lands at present under aumance manwement

, 4] Tn those districts where the ryotwar survey has alrcady been mtruduu,d the
attention of Collectors is specially called to the concluding part ot the Board’s Minute of
the 5th of January last, under the head of the “ New Ryotwar Settlement ” in which -

they have endeavoured to point out some of the chief points of difference between the
‘ iormer ryotwar settlement and “that now 1ntended to be‘established. ) : e

w-'~w~-g_...m-u. e
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¥ m' " The Collectors of such districts will partwularly observe. that they are veqted
A ith tho power of reducing the tevrwas, where they thay be® found excessive, and that ir
- the district of Bellary, Colonel Munro has himself urged a reduction of the survey asse
' mient made by him to the extent of no less than 25 per cent. The Board will ev
-each Collector to give this subject his best consideration and to submit fully to the -
~ his sentiments on the extent of the reduction required. Collectors are not alle

, Taise the assessment except in partic ~asgs and then only on a reference to tV
" 'for.sanction. -
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i The Board trust that the orders of the 17th msta,nt for st restoratxon of the
: _,.aamums ind marahs of the meerassidars or other cultivators and of all the vxllagp esta-
tlishments will tend materially to satisfy the cultivators that the ryotwar plan of settle-
zlent as now about to be introduced will not infringe any -existing rights and that the
moderatxons so_forcibly inculcated and so strongly enjoined, if duly observed by Collectors,
wxﬁ gradually, if not immediately, convince the people generally that the new ryotwu
plan of a field assessment although it will change the payment in kind to a payment in
‘money, will in doing 50 be attended with great benefit to all and even to those who may
gheretofore without mcurnng any Tesponsibility have rendered the public dues in grain
's’['he Collectors in the Arcot boobah and in Madura and Dindigul will state with reference
4o the Board’s minute whether any other measures than those already directed are
efneces;sary to restore the meeraSSldars to thelr muent rlghts A

1

g

-7.  The Collector i in the Southern division of Arcot with reference to the. same
- mmute will proceed to finish the survey which was only partially introduced by hi
‘ predecessor and, in classing and assessing the remaining taluke of his district, he will be
{ ‘guided by the principles of moderation inculeated in that minute..

Ny
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8 The Board call the p'xrtluular attention of the Collectors in those districts wher
~ the ryotwar survey hws not_yet been introduced to those
' pms. 304 and 305. " paragraphs of their mintte which are noted in the margin anc
ST desire that each will submit his opinion on the point thereir
efeired to m' ‘whether it W111 not be preferable to establish a ‘ficld assessment by
reference to the village aceounts of actual produce and selling prices for a series of year:

past t.han by an e%funat@ of tho pwaumw quahtv of each fie rd
-

i ‘”‘t

9. Such Collectors are further dntmctly to underatand that the conversion o

; (waram or palu) the payment in kind into 2 payment in’money (t: 'cr\m) is not to take
place except with ‘the unequivocal concurrence of the ryots who'sté to be left frec eithe
~ torefuse or to acmpt of the terms oﬁ'exed to thgm and that .i

Sen pora, 11 of the draft uf < ) 8
" e Regution - “is not ex,pe»tud, 50 gm.xt a change can. be ef*erfucl except b)
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' 10. Where, 1}; may He fnund impracticable, unnwdmuely to mtroduce the proposet
£ ryetwar settlemen the Collestore, preparatory thereto, are'aithoriz od,in the 9th para
! of Mr, Secret'u"y Hill's letter of the 16th Decomber 1817 ¢ ;},df)pq r»xtlm of the temporary

3 annual settlements specified in the 12 sthand 13th parag. of the Board’s ¢ _,‘e'x to the. Chie
i . Secretary under date the 8th September 1817, In siich cases, Lhoy will copsid ler it “Ahbi
“‘“IY thddressﬂle Board with the view of stating tor theif appro ov:ﬂ w]udh of ’rhm
tsmporary settleme; nts they deem’ best suited to. H;lexr reqpcctxw Astrs -f-’l‘he ¢ oll sctors
Zﬂowevex" “will not fail to observf, i;had 1, will bo with regrot thm‘, ’c o Lmvcmmcat avil
.: adopt any- guch tempomi‘y exp{,dlent% and that no de lay which ehn bq‘ aWIde xi ‘35’1011*(1 b
4 allowed to interfere Wlt'h the early mtroductwn of the new ryotwar sett’lamimr" '

. .o ;' . ,‘n_f,ﬂ .,
: 11 "With refcrence to that paxt of the Board,q minute of tha .)tﬁ ‘ ,{' «mm-(y wx,m‘
. 207 and 298, " is noted i the ufargin. and. to e m‘n ntion therei
b C‘:JEG'OH in the Tamil ~ expressed of addressing the Collectors opa rgtely ,ﬁmreo:
oun y o , -
 ferred to Mr. P iodsdy 1 am directed to call the attention of each to that part ¢
o mﬂ?{ o téwa ’1“““‘0;” ‘5“’% u-_ the minute in question which tremtza of the landed tenures
ks Overnmen {;
xoty ou ® of the cox..ni ‘ _a reference therato as well as t
3 © the 18t - _Ellis’ letter of the 25th of Jur
een circulated to the Cf:ﬁ’ 16 L ., Hﬂt mch beiom he commences t
’ <] '-'.:j
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,ettlement will fully satisfy himself in the first m%tancn as to the nature of the 1an6ed
res of the country under his charge and the ancient established rights of its inhabitants,

ithout this preliminary, to 'which too little attention has hitherto been paid, Collectors
with the best intentions may be guilty of the greatest injustice to the people and, as

" without this information it will in fact be 1mpossxb}e to conclude a satisfactory settlement,
7m0 pains on their part should be spared to make themselves masters of the subject.

12. The draft of the ryotwar regulation is transmitted to you for your information
and guidance-as instructions but not as law ; as this regulation has not yet been passed
into a law, it is not binding on the people under your charge nor upon the Courts, but
you will understand 15 to contain the sentiments of the Board as to the best means of
carrying into practical effect the geneial principles inculcated in their winute and subject
to such farther improvement and modxhvatmn as experience may suggest to be the details*

of the system deseribed in these papers.

13. To enter in this place into further detail on the sub}ect of the proposed settle-
ment would be to repeat the substance of the *enclosed papers, an attentive perusal of+ Not p
them will place you very fully in possession of the principles to. be acted upon under the
new ryotwar system ; their practical application to each district must depend upon the
respective Collectors and, as practical difficulties ‘or local impediments arise, the Board
will be prepared to enter into those dctails respecting each which it would be ubeleb'% to
auticipate and irapossible to discuss in 2 geneml communication of thls nature,

T am,
Sir, . ~ o
Your most obedient Servant,
Fort St. George, } . ~ | A.D. CAMPBELL,
21st September 1818. . Seeretary.
fNO. 13. * ‘ :
TO THE PRESIDENT ARD MEMBERS ' Y

OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE,
FORT SAINT GEORGE.

N 1

G ENTLEMEN,

In submitting my report wpon the nature of the landed tenures of this Collectorate
and my opinion of the most just and prudent mode of introducing a ryotwary or indivi-
dual settlement of the landed revenue, in pursuance of the. instructions communicated in
your Secretary’s letter of the 21st September 1818 I will for. the sake of perspicuity
arrange my observations under the distinet heads of :—

The ancient hereditary landed tenures in South Arcot; -

The mode of settlement of the landed revenue subsequent to the Hnglish
assumption of «the Carnatic and previous to the introduction of the v_illage
leases ; : '

- Objections to the unqualified revival of the traditional ancient meerassie tenures* ,
Observations upon the proposed new ryotwar settlement ; ‘
The mode of settlement advisable to South Arcot. -
Remarks upon the reduction of the rates of assessment ;
Observations upon village and pagoda mauniem lands ;
Observations regarding tanks ;

Observations upon the draft of the ryotwar regulatwna.
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.. 2 The llth paragraph of your Secretary’s letter dated 21st Sept.ember 181t
“the 297 and 298 paras, of your Board’s minute of the 5th of January 1818 inculcate;l ;
“necessity of ascertaining the nature of the landed tenures of the co antry in order that fi th‘ :
: :intring‘?ments of former usages may be avoided and subverted rights in ali ura t'u 1:;6
cases may be repaired. It is scarcely necessary to apprize your B(?ard that thepre y 13"’*‘" 2‘
‘my office do not contain any historical relation of the landczl tenures of this’ (¢ llcotr g X
:,and as far as I can discover no particular investigation has ever been institu’;lezi ef? IOrﬁl}té‘
g.p}ugose. Co%onel— G‘raham, the first Collector who conducted the revc;.nue details (;)fr t;:?
idls‘tmct upon its cession by the Nabob of Arcot, has not recorded any official account of itk‘ |
E\Ianded tgnures and he seems to have farmed out the landed revenue by villaves to t |
'I'D‘OSt respectable offers. His successor, Mr. Garrow, althouch he invesfinate;{éeiho the
minuteness the various sources of revenue under his supe;int‘endenoe ;e\“' b dgre-jat
'Property in land a subject of research, but in that Gentleman’s report Jd,ate'd 61;1 m§ 2e the%
July 1893, in the 39th and the 66th paras he casually glancesl at ’the enjo - t.th Ofi
imequssw by persons distinct from the Qolcoody and Poral'coody Pyacarries -Z)ry}f’e;‘ o |
;dﬁesxgnafted by him as the ryots. In the 205th para of your Board’s m4inuteut1] ‘Watofb" |
Collector Colonel Me.Leod’s remarks upon meerassie are c}uoted but this offi or s ot é
;’e_corded' any enquiries into the antiquity or the mnature of th(;se riohi‘lj (; fmr - nOtg
%1;1&8 b(j:eﬂ claimed but which he adds were not abolished by -hi’m t“*D\I ” 1; ‘d,t wbpenr to “
immediate predecessor also omitted to obtain the information nmv. re; 131' ~da;}?{1$haw I~
;your.BoarflTs- remark in para 220 of your minute that “to the last he éenii g} ‘:"-Ih from,
,of;mgemss’@ in any part of this district” it is inferrible that some enquiry ]1 ‘ i t-lb"emsmnce
bhe r;ecgrds however do not cqnﬁrm it. In consequence of this d ‘f(z t E e ;dlh‘en Place
tl}e landed tenures of the country, T circulated pa.fticuhr i cjt ~'e ot th? o by o
mzke very minute and attentive enquii‘ies into the su'} 3 11’:’ '1110;10-118 to the Ballldars to
information obtained will be found pretty a‘\'cum’ted]yfv:;i:;c\ .m(.. 1 am hopeful that the
enquiries Yrom the meerassidars themselves, wvng supertutended sovera) personal

, ; In ¢ Geatino ) :
researches I trust your Board will overlook minut L()!I].I;l(tiumakt(lng the vesult of these
oS R 0¥ nuteness of detai it
may inadvertently ocoar. UVe . ail and such repetitions that

3

| 3. The tenures by which the land holders of this district od wi '
or , oY ' were vested with the ri
désilzgsgt?noffh?]ea::ligejgic{areﬁl] by ther inhabitants to be of the three d,el)i;xzfaZ§::
Aroodicarie and Y;tkal;ha Lljn ’ ;{“’«Phes* u'pm.l meerassie property viz, P&shinncark;
ﬁereﬂitary rights it is im cgsibl'é t tow the Ca,111%1§t011i~carers primarily o‘n:»'m.inedo thei;
but they themselves dedﬁce' th A for no original deeds author 1zing them are extant
power : and previous to the o*re 128’};‘» o ,hzxYe been conferred by some remote rulin
éeem o hare been coﬁ, . 3 .a,n 0 f;hosc rights the entire inh : &
pOW'éf of 1-etaiﬂing Suc}sl1 S(e);-le irln‘:lg;e Jght ?f U;’ICOOdy tenants
‘denivd to have ever he et own families by hereditary descent but :
gut, ‘mo;t;?:: Oe;« :; j;;zd :zly- p};&Vérlof ahe_nating svch a descriptim of’c;::pell)'lt; bt;es};iea:)e
‘Was impos (;13 . ‘anoe. & Y. ‘w.mm this restriction over fhe perfect right of ’ r
A 5 es not appear but that such a restriction did exist under :ﬂlage uﬁ);.:gzit)
5810

abitants of every village
of the soil possessed of the

| 35 e s
[~ Are1s generally admitted.

| ?1_z-ery.~Are not the Veesakuddy villages iu the Ceded distri
gi{-ﬁffﬂj‘?j}}}?fion of 181 as well as s sixteenth. l

AL o < 154 1
¢t a soil of poshingearie tonure? for Veesa
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4. Mr. Ellis has already defined the modes of enjoyment, and the rights annexed to
the various meerassiedars of the Pashingearie, arcodicarie and yakabhokam tenures, I will
therefore proceed to explain the extent to which the rights of those meerassiedars are consi-

dered to have originally existed in this collectorate, and to detail the privileges and
perquisites that appertain o them.

5. The perfect and alienable rights of the village meerassiedars, according to the:
information { have procured, are declared to extend over their own individual occupied
goil, and all of tha arable waste in their respective villagos : they possess a similar right
to levy producé foes for their own sole use from the various eultivators.of nunjy lands in®
their villages : to enjoy the produce of porumpoke fruit troes situated within their
villages ; and fresh fish from: tanks in their meerassies, on farming or paying revenue to
the sircar for them, They are not looked upon as thg owners of general poxumpoke lands
nks, rivers and jungles though they are entitled

within their meerassie boundaries su chas ta
ater, grass, .firewood and

to derive certain advantages from them, such as the uses of w
‘timber for building, and one village is not entitled to partake of the pasturage or
jungle of 2 neighbouring village, but with the permission of its meerassiedars. The lands
of Ooleoody ryots are the usufructuary hereditary property of the incumbents, and they

cannot be forcibly ejected there(rom by the meerassiedar. - The lands of Poracoody
rycts revert to the meerassie on the expiration of the leases for which they may have been -

granted, as they then become arable waste, the property in common of the meerassiedars
the nuttam or village site is the property of the meerassiedars to the end that no stranger
can erect a dwelling within it, but with the meeragsiedar’s consent and that an inhabitant
(not a meerssiedar) cannot sell the ground upon which his house stands, though he can
the house materials, except with the consent of the meerassiedars. Damaged or deserted
houses appertain to the meera
houses with garden stuff free of rent, but valuable houses belonging to extinet families
escheat to the sircar. If a Pashingearie mecrssiedar is desirous of selling his house and
the ground annexed to it, he must obtain his parcener’s consent to the purchaser or they

" may at their option jointly buy it, and tenant it with one of their own relations or friends,

Stone quarries though considered the property of the sirkar, canuot, it is said, be worked,

* but by the permission of the meerassiedars. Mines of ores and precious stones are con-

sidered as the property of the sircar.

* 6. Independent of the rights deseribed in the preceding paragraph the meerassiedars
possess other advantages, consisting of benefices conferred by the sircar such as Oor, and
Naut mauniem lands, the former granted to willage meeragsiedars for their trouble in
procuring the lands of their villages to be well and generally cultivated and for collecting
the revenues, and the latter far some chief meerassiedar and his family superintending the
affairs of 20 or more villages : and appending to their heritage, the yaeerassieCars were

" accustomed to superintend tle village affars for the Sircar, and generally controlled
. the disbursements of the pagodas situated within their meerassies, whereby they acquired
. a distinction and dignity that. were doubtless gratifying to their feelings, and friendly .

" to their consequence. As the extent of Oor mauniem in each village must originally

¢ have been adapted to the relative quantity of arable land in every village, it is rational

* to infer that in years when the aggregate cultivation of a particular village exhibited
+ marked deficiency, a proportionate dininution of the maunicm would ensue, and it *
record that during Royajee’s alias Rajah Beerbhur's administration of the financial e’
. g P

»

ssic and the owners can cultivate the backyards of such ‘
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| + the Ax cob Subah 2 scale wos' mtroduced for the cognition of village mauniems caleulatec

f

pon the extent of cultivation.

7. The meemqmedmrs of tl is district did not suffer ‘any assumption of their Oor mau.
niems on the scale introduced by Royagee during ' the administration of Colonel Graham
or Mr. Garrow, but in fusley 1214, the Collector Colonel McLeod resumed their mauniems
and substituted & money payment, which was rendered to the Gramuttans or Pattah
Monigars (generally the leading meerasiedars) and at the introduction of the ‘temporary
wvillage lease settlement in fasley 1219, this substituted charge was embodied in the land

" erent, and became the perquisite of the village renter in his capacity of farmer but not in

~3
7

the licht of a Meerassiedar. Since the last noticed period or fusley 1219 neither Qor
Maumems, or money payments have been enjoyed by meerassiedars.

8. TIhave observed that the meerassiedars were entitled to Ievy for their own
benefit foes or perquisites from the nunjy crops of the coodies, or cultivators of their
respective villages who are exohded from the meerassie. Their fees are-almost universally
in this district restricted to tiva denominatiors called Oor Coornee, an wd. Qor Velluk, and
in general may be estimated at about a half per cent. of the ryots’ gross produce The
‘Grama swatuntrums or fees and perqmsﬂzes including Calavasum, and in a few cases Coop-

‘. patum, and other Grama Marahs, that are usually levxed from all productions of .the soil

in every village for the use of the village servants, artificers, labourers, village temples,

* and for general charities, or amusements, do not come under the limits of the meerassie

rights of a village  meerassiedar, I will therefore only observe that the meerassiedars

~ generally superintended the levy and the disbursement of those fees, but derived no pecu-}

Tt

"niary advantage from them. In some cases I believe the renters or the meerassiedars’

have continued to levy the aforesaid Oor-koornee and Qor Velluk fees up to the pi‘gsentv
date, but I apprehend it is far from universal. The other fees I am induced to think
have never been entirely discontinued, but as the curnums have been p]aced on regular

pay I am rather dubious about them. - . :
. ‘ .
9. ’Upou enquiring of some meerassiedars for what purpose and by what authority "

- they appropriated for their own benifits the above fees, they declared it to originate in the

“shape of a compensation for assisting the Sirkar in the administration of their villages:
‘and that the Sirkar was the authority that permitted the assessment. The subject,

however, is of 50 femote a date that it is impossible to ascertain thesé two ‘points satis-
factorily, but as the ryots are equally taxed with the meerassiedars for their lands, and ;

. as mauniems were evidently granted to meocrassiedars for aiding the Government in the’
- administration ‘of their villagesit may be inferred that these fecs formed originally a,

. voluntary contnbutmn by the ryots to the meerassiedars for bemg their medxators thh
: Govemment

a .

- 10.. The propmetary power Whlch 3 meerasswdar formerly possessed over the ‘

: arable waste and the ‘porumpoke lands of his meerassie mayv be considered as a sort of é

P

Joint property appertaining to the Government or the public and himself, for immediately
that the waste is brought into cultivation the Sirkar derives a revenue, and the Meefas-

i\xedar if he was not the cultivator himself, enjoyed the produce fees unless the land ‘

“uld be poonjy, and he also enjoyed the privilege of admitting or rejecting the new tenant. |

2

he jungles and pasturage he possessed a right in common with évery resident in \
. “ssie to participate in their productions, and he had no power - to exclude any
¢
hls vxllage from such mutual enJoymems It was, however, custommry for }

M mm e PR .
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a meerassiedar in a few cases to impose a tax upon cowherds or shepherds whose
pnrsmts were entirely pastoral, when they grazed their cattle in his meerassie. pasturage,

and I imagine this was the sole pecuniary right they enjoyed over lands that were

not subjected to a public demand with the exception oi their mauniems. ;

11. From the information afforded by the meerassiedars it Would appear that the

 Oolcoodie cultivators, have been in possession of their hereditary lands as long as the
-meerassiedars themselves, and it is impossible to trace the origin of these people’s

property, which it is gererally admitted was not derived from the primary meerassiedars.
It is, however, affirmed that upon an Qolcoodies’ abandonment of his lands ‘or the extinc-
tion of his family, the soil becomes general meerassie property assumable by the meeras-
siedars themselves, or by them may be let to others either ‘as Qolcoodies or Poracoodies,

snbject, of course, to the usual public demand. : .

_ 12, The Oolcoodie cultivators are not possessed of any original deeds or leases
conferring on them, the perpetual enjoyment of the lands they are the occupants of,

- and their titles to hold such lands in perpetuity depend almost entirely upon parole

assertion, for the accounts of the curnums in no‘case extend beyond 40 years, they having
been destroyed or made away with during Hyder Ally’s’ irruptions into the Gamatlc, by
whmh means that channel of information is annihilated,

»

13. The meerassiedars urge that no Oolcoodie cultivator without their consent can

* -alienate his landed tenure to another person ; at the same time they admit that he and

PRe

his heir in perpetuity possess a right to enjoy the soil for the purpose of cultivation. The
former existence of this clog upon the Oolcoodie landed tenure is I fear indisputable and
it must have contributed to discourage agriculture, for it cannot be expected that a

;}cultwator would employ his labor and eapital on a property over which he has not a

"perfect nrfht and be sul)Ject to the caprice of a meerassiedar, should his necessities reduce
him to dispose of it were the entire lands. of a village the exclusive property of the
meerassiedars, and a revenue assessed upon the whole without regard to the extent of
annual or periodical cultivation, leaving it to the meerassiedars to cultivute or not,
acccrding to their means, this restriction might be considered consistent with the right of
property but when the meerassiedars’ right is of so ambiguous a nature as represented,
and clearly a conjoint one with the ruling power I submit the subject- for the deliberation
of the Board.

14. The village meerassiedars are reprebcnted to have been the agents Wxth whom
the Governments forinerly concluded their engagements for the landed revenue of their

. villages; and I apprehend they were. considered responsible for the due fulfilment of
© those enyagements, and that the Governmént never intermeddled with the Oolcoodie or
' Poracoodic cultivators, who rendered the Sirkar share to the mecrassiedars, and paid their
* foes of Qorkoornee and Oor Velluk, but no such warum, as Toondoowarum was: ever
" eajoyed by the mecrassiedars out of the coodies’ share as far as I can discovér excepting

in the Talook of anumgoody which partakes of the system prevailing in Tanjore, and
 the waratoondoo alluded to in para. 115 of Mr. Garrow’s report, dated 12th July- 1803,

applies to an extra assessment to cover deficiencies of rovenue, levied by Royajee upon th .~

‘moerassiedars and the under-tenants’ warums m(h crnmnately, and which was paid 7
‘the public treasury.
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~ 15 The only privileges that the meerassicdars seem "to have enjoyed during. the
Mahomedan Government, and as remote as tradition. satisﬁxctorily deduces, were a.b-.ﬁxed
portion of mauniem lands, and customary marahs from the ryots’ crops. They’do not appear
to have had the power of ejecting any tenant from his occupied lands or to exercise an
of the rights of a landlord, by increasing or modifying the rents of the Qolcoodies oyr
Poracoodies within their meerassies: and although the mecrassiedars vaguely and
indefinitely aver, that the whole of the cultivated and arable waste lands within- their
meerassies appertain to themselves, yet I am persuaded that their right over such lmﬁds i
merely extends to the marahs, and that with the exception of the ?dentical lands‘(the;
themgelves occupy, their rights to the remainirlng soil do not apply in a proprietary sense.

16, By the 56th para. ‘of your Board’s, minute, the cultivating tena;xtq Werei
considered to have alyways concluded their engéngément-s for rent, with thz meeraﬁs‘;ied&rs i
that the rent consequently received by the meerassiedars was competent to discl;z;rce tbé}
public revenue, and an overplus remsained denominated-—Toondoowarum (fl‘aaﬁZnt £
a share) or landlord’s portion which was retained by the ‘meerassiedaré as the?r rio"}(f):'>
and this was independent of their rights to mauniem lands and crép marahs. If t’1:}1 4
entire lands of ‘a village constituted thé exclusive proprie.tary richt of (the' meem)e
;iedars, subject simply to a publie revenue, the rents of the Onlcoodﬁes’ lands forfu@lxd : :;
course, a component part of that proprietary right; and a toondoowarum would be erf;eébl

consistent with ‘such a description of property, but the allotment of a c‘ompensﬁtion y
mauniem lands to meerassiedars for the purpose of remunerating them for tbeL trov b(ln
they take in procuring tenants for their own soil, and for collectinz their o“;n' rcnts&c:mz
r.athetj-an incongruous-indulgence.. The levy of extra fees or cri;a; marahs by the ;nhee;'a;-‘
§1eda1's. beyoz.xd the rent or share of produce rendered by the Oolcoodics and Pé;'qcordii;g
is.also-inconsistent with proprictary right, for the principle of it is evidently ofi an ‘of;i.c;ia !
nature, and. those fees may be aptly d‘esignated foes of office. The fact of the m'mn;ie;n:‘
ind marahs havi.ng existed to a recent period, affords in my wind room for xnié;;th;:;tixxg
Ehe, accuracy of the meerassiedars’ titfle. to any landed possessions beyond those thjich
rhey actually‘occupy themselves, or which thoy are entitled to cccupy by virtue of thei

i(ncastors_l}ay’lng held them formerly: L ) ' . o V o

17, ' In tk.us Collectorate there are 8,026 villages of which 1,632 are reported to be of
hg, Pashingcarie tenure; there are 473 villages of the Aroodiecarie tenure; there are 'Sf)l‘
villages of the Yakabhogum tenure, and there are 40 villages where no traces of meerassie!

- exigt, possessed i ; ropri . - sus
3t, possessed in part by 20 proprietors  or managers, and I suspect the origival mce-

. Tassie families of these vill: 1avi bmie extinet i " thei
. i se villages having become extinet is the reason of their not being classed!

- 1n either o inati ‘ oy
er of the three denominations of landed tenure, I'he whole nuniber of meerassiedars;

1n the district T have not been able to ascertain but I should think upon the average that!

 six : 1 5
: ;: uﬁ::c;is i]:;) e:cixg village will not exceed the probable sum and this would render their
about 18,000. Several of the maerassie owners in consequence of the deterio-ﬁ%

“ration of their property duri ; ' v W
Yy rmgr e it i |
lands, an IL“J zuf s0m & the Mahomndan rule ha e, 1t1s known, abandoned their;

- 1a , 8 d h h e hav d th 1 nvinced a nsiderab
s . ave resumed those possesdions, I am convinced a consider le}

LD b ¢ | TR
~oumber have not appeared, yet it is more than probable they will return should theirl

% > .
'(zntance.&, be constituted a valuable and Iuerative p\lrSUit. e
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TaE MODE OF SETTLEMEST oF THE LAYDED REVENDE SUBSEQUENT TO THE ENGLISH ASSUMITION

OF THERE CARNATIC,-AND PREVIOUS TO /?I'HE INTRODUCTION OF THE VILLAGR LEASES:

18. 1 shall not offer 5ny observations upon the administration of this collectorate

ender Colonel Graham but ithinediately proceed to notice the settlement with the actual, -

cultivators of the-soil under Mr. Garrow’s instractions. The preceding remarks evince
that the meerassie landed tenures to the extent declared by the meerassiedars were not

* prevalent in this. district uﬁon our assumption of it, and that it was not revived by any

of my predecessors. Mr. Garrow in his report already referred to, simply remarks on the
sons designating themselves as merassiedars, and observes that

untowardness of the pers L
o S £ + .
he experienced considerable opposition from them in his settlement of the revenues.

That gentleman submitted to your' Board the advantage of a Byotwar settlement with the

cultivators of the soil, and obtained sanction for its introduction on the &th of September

consequence of which pottahs were distributed to every individual cultivator in the
district o the number of about 60,000. . Of this number the pottahs that were given to
ancient meerassiedars to Oolecodies and to Poracoodies I have not satisfactorily ascer-
tained. ' L :
19. Paras. 208 and 213 of your Board’s minute record the principles upon which
Mr. Ravenshaw assessed the fields in South- Arcot mamely on the basis of an equal
distribution. of the gross produce between the ryot and the Government, fixing the
commutation price of grain at 5 Cullums per pagoda and para. 215 of the minute remarks
that in no instance was the average rate per Cauny in any village to exceed five pagodas
njy land. The highest rate of teerva upon a cauny -
of nunjy land in the seven talooks assessed by Mr. Ravenshaw is 7 p 11 f 20 ¢ and the
lowest rate is 22 f, 40 ¢. ~'The highest rate per cauny of poonjy land is ¢ p. 22 £. 40 .
and the lowest rato is f. 18 and the highest and lowest rates of teerva in totacaul land
The other talooks of this district have also experienced

is 8 p. 2 £. 60 c. and pagodas 3. :
an alleviation in the rate of assessment below -the Mahomedan standard, but until a

classification of the lands i completed T skall not be enzbled to state with accuracy if.

.

the rates of tobrva are free from g‘iaring inequalities,
feD REVIVAL OF THE TRADITIONAL ANCIEXT Mrrasst®s TrrUuRes,

20, Your Board are above apprized that the present cultivators of the soil were

* yested with pottahs or leases under the authority of Government conveyed in your sepa-

rate lettorsto Mr. Garrow of 8th September 1803, and to Colonel'McLeod of 10th March -
1804. The ryots impressed with the confidence that those pottahs conveyed a perpetual
right to occupy the lands therein described have becen very careful in the preservation of
them and experience haviag confirmed their confidence from the respect paid to those
deeds by ithe British Government the ryots have in some instances been at considerable
yprove their possessions, and as already comumunicated to your Board in my
letter of 22nd March 1819 examples have occured of the tra‘nger by sale, and mortgage
of lands held under pottah tenare. If these pottahs are now to be cancelled, or placed

in the power of a meerassiedar to annul them at will, it is 2 question, if the faith imbibed

y the subjects in the Government will not be diminished by the transaction. 1 procee’
o” enumerate some of the injuries that may arise from the unqualified revival of ’

_ncient meerassie tenure,
‘ 3

- 1503, which Colonel McLeod on the 10th of March 1804 was directed to complete in _ '

L
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revived, the meerassiedars-as exclusive owners of each v:.llage may consider every ryot in,
their vitlages, as PPoracoodie tenants, and eject them at the termination of the first year, |
" for thoqu sorae persons are di isignated as Uoléoodic ten'mts yet we have (similarly with
the meerasmednrb own modeé of proof of their meerassie right) only their own assertions of
the fact to prove that they are so and unless they have cther evidence to establish the caso,

' the meerassiedars may contest the point with suceess, and as before observed eject overy,
“{eunant, select the lands that are most productive and the best “situntod for irrigation, and
. then invite and creatc other Oolcoodies or Poracoodies to occupy the rejected lands. 1
4 do not agsert that such will be the result of the revival, but only t‘lat such may be, and it

mcumbé,nt on me to nofice 1‘

. 99, In cascs where the pott.ah ryots may be cgected from their properties under the
: pieas noticed in the preceding paragraph those ryots.who have incurred much cxpense
in improving their lands or who have quitted other villages and built expensive dwellings
which by their ejectment may be rendered useless or wor thless, will have buen very haidly
uséd and unless protecﬁed by a saving clause in the revival of meerassie rights. will have

no source of redres

Lo .;3 The purchasers and mortgacreeg of lands conveyed to them by potiah ryots, may

equallv be viewed as intruders or as Poracoodie assignees by the meerasqiedvrs: and;

lmlt;‘:::. the mdb held under pottaks are protocted by Government the revival of the
;_meem gsle may prove an injurious act towards this class of peuple, who have wxdun,}y
1 d out property upon the faith of me pottabs being substantiel deeds,

B!
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.24, -Ong principle of the new q}s tem being a land-tax upon the actual extent of
nt meerassie tenure must prove detrvimental to is dis-
u;very or under the system ef concluding engagements with the actual contributors of)
the land revenue, clandestine tillage is capable ot dstection from the circumstance of u
{ common, and united interest being at variance with it, an& when one ryot views a neigh-

“bour poq:,essed of more land of thic same quality with his own soil, and only sukject to an
;fequal assessment, hopgs of rernission or jealousy at the more.fortunate state of his aneigh-
botr will promote a disclosure, but under the andent meerassie tenure illicit cultivation

\WLJ hardly ever be detected for the proprictors of Pas hmgmme villages having an united
interest canmot be expected to betray it.

On this occasion [ will briefly rmmm\ that ’f

“may be prudent to enact legislative provisions cslenlated to diminish the evil of clandes- ¥
Cad. s
tine tillage by granting. rewards for convicted dmclu sures and denounéing penalties on

pt«:sef ﬂf il hm; cﬁuv tmn.

N

iﬁ}fs}:‘:‘; TIONS TPON THE PilOPOSED NEW Ryorwan ::!frm "yzvmn

i

= 95, The 4th para. of your Secretary’s letters: divect my ablertion to the cunciudmg
p'u't of the minute for an explanation of the points: wherein the new ryotwar seltlemen:
liffors from the old one whereby I learn that compulsion or restraint upon the free labow
“f'the ryot and the- system of sumjaish is expressly and strictly forbidden, that va thi
lde of the Peninsula vz, on the coast (;f Coromandel private property to a greater or ¢
235 extent is acknowledged to exist, hat ““the rate of assessment may be Su‘jl as is “‘3
“ted to give encouragement to agriculinral }zadustry, and thercby promote the genern
" ‘i:y of the country and that the great object in vie bos
¢ es

v 1s gradually to convert tl*e bog
T%mﬁ country intv good estatos and the 1'41 -holders into land owners

f&)

-.'5:{21'.:?{'1{ the ancient meerassié tenure according to its traditional extensive tight% is

i,

?

0 b

. 26. Upon the system of allown.nr & ryot to ococupy and throw up his hmds at will
the advantage is entirely on one side, the ryot possesses a property which is Lerealter to .
be convidered exclusively his own and at his pleasure to cultivate one or 50 catnies of it,
in the former case he pays the revenue of one cauny and the Government lose a revenue
on 49 caunies, although that revenue might be procured by letting the land to another
ryot; yet as the land is private property it cannot be touched. If the sircar léts the fallow
property to another ryot private property is then destroyed. A ryot may consent to hold
the property thus thrown waste, it it is completely transferred to him, and the owner may
refuse to give it up on that condition, in this case unless the owner is oblize d to pay
some graduated annual revenue, this system of free labour, may prove highly pernicious,
If the sircar possesses the power of nominating temporary tenants to lands in those years,
wherein the owners will not or cannot cultivate them, property becomes then doubly owned,
and can hardly be considered in the light of private property as I shall suggest a provision

for this case, in my romarks upon the draft of the Ryotwar rwulatton forwarded for com-

ment I will abstain from further observatlons in t.hls place.

"97. The 297th para. of your Board’s minute declares that it is the desire of the "
Honourable Court of Directors and of Government to uphold the existence of private pro.:
perty, which is expressly acknowledged to prevail more or less on this side of the Penin- -
sula.  If by this determination it is resolved to revise the ancient meerassie tenures under
the extensive rights and privileges which tradition annexes to them, it is questionable if
the revival of it on those conditions will promote the object of the Honourable Court of
Directors, namely to render land a decidedly desired possession for the advantages which
the Government may convey to the meerassiedars by a moderate assessment will -hardly’
ever be diffused by them to their Pyacarries, who will be subjected to rack rents and other -
impositions which it is notorious were practised under the system of village leases by the -
meerassiedars themselves, wherefore the pursuit of agriculture will be so palpably inferior
to other employments, as to be hardly an object of sufficient importance to encourage -
industrious ryots to dedicate their zealous attention to it,

3

28, If the exzstmcr cultwators whether meerassiedars, Oolcoodles or Porcoodies are

10 have their pessessions in land confirmed to them as private hereditary property, they .

should be assessed 'ut such a rate as will leave them ample means to raise the gross
produce of their lands together with a certain reasonable profit when it may be natural to .
infer that the wish of Government expressed in para, 239 of your minute will succeed,

" anid that ‘property in Jand will be converted to a lucrative and desirable possession from

being an object of aversion and abhorrence such as it was described to be in some of my
predecessors’ reports, and as may be inferred from your Board’s own probibitivn of sum. .

3 Jiu&,h or other thremtnmnv resorts ior the purpose of cumpellmtr the ryots to cultivate..

v

~ Your Board appcar ccmvmced that the rate of assessment has in general beap

~ excessive and beyond the resources of the people and declare it is the desire of Govern-
“ment that the rate should be such as‘is caleulated to cncourage agriculture. Tn para. 13

f this address. T have adverted vo the rule whereby Mr. Ravenshaw apportioned the gross
produce of the soil by an equal distribution of it between the Government and the culti--
vator. In order, however, to constitute land a valuable possession I am persuaded th
¢he Government revenue should be estimated at a lower proportion or at the rate in w*
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: A 34. The population of this distriet is computed to be 4,50,000 perzons, adults and
Mr. Stepburn fulmed the cettlemant of Sattivaid Where the Government propomon was children included, and at the rate of each porson on an average requiring 2 measurs of
fired at 40 ‘cent. of the average gross pmduce but as a great sacrifice of revenue will be rice of V0 rupees woight per diem or about 4% cullums a year; the consumptmn of the
mvolved by such & step. particularly in a country where, as your Board in para. 2 of your whole district would require a produce ot 40,50,000 cullums of paddy or where other
minute ]ustly yemark the land revenue is the chief branch of the publiz resources, I graing are consumed nearly the same quantisy, o : .

_eannot expedt that such a rate will be sanctioned as it would rogduce Srme
pe £ ab p an immediate loss 35. * By the foregoing calenlations which I allow may be very vamue and &man
of landed revenue to the amount of about a lac of star pagodas in this district. 1
‘ : . & . : from reality the present g rimduus, asems adeguate t¢ the demands and it may bes que stioned
if an ircrense of cultivation iz & all likely to ensue yet zg tt the ara m}e waste lands of ths

30. The benefits that are 11kely to acerns from this immediate sacrifice of 20 per country are very extensive avd as ifs i,-m:mhn?mn is evidently & an

- cant, or one-fifth of the landed revenue should, however, be contrasted ; in the first place incronse of the means of subsistence will natarally render the prpulﬂtien proportionate to
by rendering agriculture a profitable pursuit, a great part of the extensive arable waste the au;}:menhﬂu facility of requiring a livelihood and as already observed the public revenue

e, 3et + xwny! Ll . : :
‘land spread through this country would probably in a few years be occupied and from ‘would necesse nly increase in pmportmn to the newly ercated pr oduutw possessions.
i Y o N
“mult 1phfmc; ﬂ}: x;:eans of sungs;‘,e:;{:e would contribute to the increase of population, { 3 6! As the new ryotwar settlomen t introduces a fixed rout wpon Im ds and that reit
the want of which is cue cause of the great extent of waste lands in thi ' . £ Ty ? o5 ¢ 1
xiel . n this district,” The
additional population would augment the demand for increased vroductions of cousmnp}' is to be founded on a commutation from waram or kind into tesrvaor spegie. I submit .
€ v 10N
* Board the prudonce of fixing that rent on a eertain ¢ uantu:v of grain for cach
"and wear whence revenue is derived, and thus if not fully would partiall fo your I pre ’ : i
ﬁce in the course of a few years, The substitution of 3; in dusti s J dcancgg th‘;; ?:,n' fiold to be commuted into money once in a dofinite number of years, for otherwise the
. ¢ cus and comfortabls for
(xm'emmun( mw e serious loscrs in & branch of reveaus whenee the chiof resources of
"an indigent peasantry would be one “effect arising from the me s ’ '
e %hm’ gI:ven torgm ncpurmgamont of agricuture d]de 1;1 a%m:, ]:imd e:en if the sti- the public income 18 derived and as 1t is notorioug that the landed revenus of the f*.'»untry
4 only par -
y partially restore the sucri was formerly caleulated and rendered in kind this mﬂd fication will not be repugnant to

fice of revenue; the confidenes and comfort conferred upon the peopie by the step would
namrally revet the affections and allegiance of the population to the present Government.
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“5 . Referring to para. 304 of the minute the waram rent of this Coﬂecuomw wos

33—’ The average anuual teerva rendered to the sircar by a cultivator in South Arcot rommuted to a teerwa rent during the administration of Me. Gneow in 1808 and the rate
- does not exceed nine pagodas which upon the obtaining principle of assessment leaves him »f comumutation was ultimately fixed by Mr. Raveushaw at the price ot i.callams of every
" an equal sum from the product of his soil for the expenses of euitivatioa zad for the sup- cind of grain per pagoda making no distinctions in the relative positions of 4 talooks.
port of his family during the year added to some trifiiag sums he may obtain through the whether c{>ﬁti.g§1101.1]g tn or distant from mivmtag;eons ‘markets, This price being, I am
lsbour of himself, and bis family, The average annual sum that is computed ne(jegs;ry for convinced, inadequate in some ca.ses'_, I have already brought the subject to the nomce, of
“the subsistence of a cultivator and his family apon the lowest scale is estimated at 15 your Board and it shall be my very particular study to fix such a price ag the ryots on the
pagodas. A ryot depending solely upon his agricuitural pursuits would therefore recuire 5 3 average ave cerlain of procuring, at the same time that the intereats of the Government
cawnies of land yielding 35 cullums of paddv per cawny to meet this expenmse on the shall be vigilanily protected. No warams or accounts of product in this Collectorate have
‘prevailing mode of assessment, namely the total produce would amount to 254 culldms of

heen kept or recorded during the last 18 years and in making the assessment I should
nee great difficulty in fixing the field produce, but the aygrage adhng prices of grain °

‘paddy 127 of which would be the sirear share, and 51 expenses of cultivation at 20 per- exporic
cent, of the produce will leave a balance of 76 cullums at the mte of 5 cullums s pagoda are certainly attainable and aught to form the basis allowances bei le jn favour of |
wll y*eld a httle more than the requisite sum of 15 pagodas. ‘ " the ryot of the commutation from kind into specics. As the survey, class 1ﬁcatmn and
‘ } o : gsesament of the whole of this district is ordered to be completed by para. 6th of “your
32 The total extent of cultivation in this district is 87,000 caunics of nunjy, 2,10,000 :sec}rut'zwq lotter of 17th September 1818 the latter part of the above para. 204 is not
eaunics of poonjy and 2,100 caunies of garden Jand, in all 2,99,100 cauies and the number’ t‘pT}llC"ﬁJlO to me. In the double dutics of classing and asscssing the lands I mean to
of persous who oceupy the above land 1s 60,000 peraons which on the average nges to each im,:.t that vegard shall be had to the former asseasments upon those lands that the sane-
; about 5 caunies. - : : a‘&on of the ryots to the »le»lﬁC:\tLOn shall be oblained and in cases where it is disputed
. ' ) ' | ' ‘ ‘ that the difference ghall bs ssctﬂed.  arbitration of ne%hbourmg villages.
s . 33, Upon the principle of asscssment that prevails in this Collectorato of an equal !
353', To obthu the evil renam}xeﬂ on in para. 296 of your minute every precaution

parhtxon of the produce between the Sircar and the yotb, the nunjy gross produée of paddy
- will amount to 27,50,000 cullums, and the dry grain crops will produce 26,25,000 cullums,
i ‘lg«all 58,75,000 cullums of grain, which excceds the corsumption of the district by the s
‘bitants as hereunder demonstrated. 'Some of this extra produce is reservéd for seed, though desertions may ocour with the design of avoiding labour and trouble which
i3 consumed by the cattle, much more of it by the numerous strangers who d&,lly Of couIse pﬁOi‘ soil must ever he more liable to than xich. It :shzmll be my aim to asress

‘urough the country, and the remamder may | be cha rcq,d to expgrmtlw and mauu- , N o ‘ 4

e St

hat I can ensure will be enforced to canalize the rates of asfessment o -that bad jands
1 with other zoils) may not be relmrimshe,d with a view to profit

ihemg relatively nss
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tfhe land according to its ascertained average productwe power, the facility or difileulty of
rearing the produce and its proximity or distance from a good or a bad nm.rke%v,' l'.)y which
means no particular de%erzytmn of land ougl 1+ to be an cbject of greater .ar’x.:ﬁ.ntmn i;h‘ﬂ.n
~another in a profitable point of wiow but I fear that the complete raxpoval of mequah@ws

f‘anﬂct be cxpet.,ted in & work of’ sue]x magmtu : . B ‘

L~

39,, By the 2‘481311 p.,,xa of the minute }amr Board enjoin end t‘he Government sane-
tion Collectors to preswve the rights of the mecrassiedars, Qolecodies and Cadeems from
ihe infraction in favour of their inferior ryots the FPyacarries. If the Oolcoodies are to be
regarded on a par with meerassiedars and not (as deseribed in para. 97 of the minuie) in
the light of permanent tenants subordinate to meerassiedars the infraction of the chsolete
- rights of the meerassiedars has not been so gen evally affocted as in the other view of the
case would have appeared for several of the persons who have, received p()’mmhs cone
under the designstion of Qolcoodies although they also- hold pottahs in the light of
Poracoodie Pyacarries and they likewise may have been vested with landed property the
inheritance of meerassiedars whose absence or contumacy aay have ocea szoned the

mfrmgemenﬁ.

THE MODE OF SEITLEMENT ADVISABLE Fon SOU’TE ARCOT.

40. The foregoing remarks demonstrate that the raeerassie landed tenures to the
extent herein described have never been recognizaed in this distriet during our administra-]
tion, that they were not reﬁpected by our predecessors the Mahomedans and that thg
. ‘actual husbandmen were the description of people the Collectors consideted a3 the legaI‘
‘ propnetors of the soil with whom individual engagements were coneluded so early as 1803

* and 1804 under the competent authority of your Board. "Tho importance attached to the

- pottahs then distributed I have already explained to your Board in my letter of 92nd

: . March 1819 the slienated lands therein alluded to, it is irue, may have constituted the
.- hereditary property of the alienor.previous to the issue of pottahs but the pottahs are
. invariably made over as = species of and generally the sale original title deed, ~ The tenor
i~ of your Board’s sentiments on the stability of these pottahs cenveyed by your Secretsry
:~_on the #th Scptember 1819 wherein T am informed that those deeds cannot be construed
inte the conveyance of a permanent right of prope rty in the wsoil 1anduces me to submii
‘thres modes of personal settlement to be mtroduced into this district for your selectiom:

Ail. The ﬁrst mode of settlement that I shall describe is intended simply to revivy
- the ancient meerassie tenures of the district to the fullest extent that can be imagine
~ and the following rules are supposed sufficient to explain the nature of the engagement:
hetwecn the meerassiedars and the Govemment —_

‘ Rule First.~The entire landq within a vﬂlage are o be considered the property of the aﬁvera
zae;::r’*s iodars of that village according to the nature of ita tenure.

* Becond.=~The varions manniem lands in every vﬂl:age ara to be consxdared 58 the properhns e
_ the overal incurhents ocenpying or entitled to them and the moeras:iedars have no power to o;oc
ﬁhe» occupants and usurp those lands, .

g e
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" Third.~The meerassiedars of g Pashingearis village aro to enter jointly into anmml or poriodi:
A cai lenses with the Gevernment specifying the proportions of ravenue to be paid by each mecrassiedar

% Pousth~In Arcodicario villagen the several meorassiedars are to conclude sﬁpamm rovenw
‘sgements direct with the Government for tke proporiion of the village each rieernssiedar holda”

T g e e e . . o s JETION . . -
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Flfthwein Yakobhogum villages the single mesrassiedat is to onter into & sole engnagament for
payment of reveuue with the Goveramoent for the entire revenue of his village. -

8izth.~The Qoleoodie Pyacarries’ lands are te bo regarded by meeredsiedars as the heveditory
alfenable moxmrtgy of those persons who are to enter into engagements with the meerassiedars for

N 5
thig rents m such land

03,

~-Hzorassicdars ave to havo the power to nominate to snd ¢ P ki odic Pyacarries

froms fise laude they oceupy within thoir meerassic at tho soveral terminations of their ev grgomonis

‘-nll

E'g’iimmihﬂ Governmons are to withdraw all resumptions of and interforsncs with ﬁw

mesyassiedars’ mounioms and the marahs snd leave thom fo realige their ps q&z isites and to eni: )g the

private rights according to ancient usage. }

Hinth.—The customary swatunirams, marahs ete., of every denomination peyable by every
{eneription of persons shall on being ascertained bo recorded in a register according to an approved
‘orm spacifying the persons entitled to partake of those fees to be deposited in the office of the
Jarnom in the Telook and Hoozzoore Cutchberries and in the Zillah Court bearing the official seal and
sgnstnrg of the Collector, ' ‘ :

Menth waThe namo, description and grantity of maniom lands conferred upon village proprietary .
neerassiedars shall be recorded in sunnuds to be given to them mnder the seal and signaturo of ihe
Collector,

42. The second mode of setblement that T propose is designed to combine a wm‘ modify
the ancient meerassie with the ryotware settlement that has been introduced into this
listrict in order to protect the pottahs which have been distributed to the several cultiva-
sors. The rules in the preceding para. with the cxception of the sixth and soventh I
would not alter and by expunging those two rales and suustwwmnf the followmsr I think

iy,

the present class of cultivators would be protected,

Simth.=The Oolcoodio Pyacarries lands are to be regardod by Meorassiedars as the hereditary -
slienable property of those persons Whose rents are fo be regnlated by tho survey and valuation
aoconnt, ' :

Seventh.~The Poracoodis Pyaearries or cﬂthmrs invested with potiehs by the Governmens
are to be regarded by the meernssied i ‘ st whous
rents are to be regnlated by the survay and v J nation scecunts.

wd !r"_t?l"‘u ‘:1-\1. wapder oF dk

Fighth.~The rents of the Oolecodie Pyacarries are te be colleeted by tho meeracssicdasa
icc,ordmg to the poitahs granted by the (Rovornment upon the survey and valvnation ageonnts,

Ninth.—=In cases where the present pottah ryots gratnitonsly m:;nmuﬂh their lands tha
sbandonment to be valid ought to bo committed to writing and registered in thé soparate offices ¢F
the Curpum $he ‘Falook and the Hoozoore Cuicherries.

Tenth.~The present arable sraste lands are to bo subjoct to reventie when cultivated and oone
sideved the property of tho mecrassiedars either to oceupy themselves or.to grant on Qoleoedie or
|2 ﬂ!‘u(’OOflla tenuro but if on Qolecodie tepurs the lands should be r"n&ered alienablo as well e

hereditar

Elguantk,m’fhe Oo!cc;n,&ma and "!’o*aeemixos of overy meerassio aro to be entitled to deell in the
villago of their cultivation &nd to sell their houses and the grounds with 1hem withont the concurrence
of the meemsmel&r. AR . o _ . .

L3

n . A‘ :
43, Tm, ﬁum moab of zeltloment tlp is calzmlated to render every cul
wtor a landed proprictor of the sail each j;s‘:és‘"eas 53 in wrim, of the p“ﬁnh distrib uted

them by the authority of your Board snd make them totally iu iependvm of m;,

o
[l
b
b
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‘person so long as they faithfully discharge the public demand assessed upon their land
‘The following chief rules I have drawn out as calculated to effect the end proposed.
Rule Pirst.—The present eultivators invested with potta.lm sh.ﬂ] pogsess the exdumve her
ﬁxmry alienable right to the lands described in their Jeases, \
) Sccond.—The public revenue assecsed on the lands hexd by pottuhs shall be rondered by #
cultivators fo the sircar official rovenue servants, , : :
* Third.~The present cultivators holding pottahs ean only be custed by the sirear and sh*ll 1t
o deprived of their lands =0 long ns they panctn&]! r dizcharge the pablic revenue, '
. Fourihe~In cases whore t‘he present cnltivators holding pottahs may tomporarily quit some ¢
: a,he Lm described in their poltahs they shall bs empowered to resume those lands upou the sax
;_:;rmez s that a m meerassiedar woagd ho entitled in such » contingency.
‘presont caltivators holding potiabs sho
nerally from overy syinbol whish convers theidea

a.

2138‘3“3.’1:

;:I tham

7 ‘m publie wnutw either from ianks TIVOr8 OF at”eama in it
u the productions of the jungles and to dwell in tho village putie
Henate their sovoral righis.do whosver thoy piea..,.. '

f*ué}_ Tn the threc preceding paragraphs the description of persons with whom the ne'
ot of the district are to be ¢ scladed is submit tc& for your Board’s determimatic
now offer a few remarks on the conduct to be observed in concluding engagoment
W!Ih the deseription of persons that may be selected. Should the first mode of person
settlement be adopted our engagements must be either collectively in Pashingearie village
18 in Tanjore sevéraﬂy with the Aroodicaric meerassiedars or solely with the Yakabhe
‘?um meerassiedars,  In this mode the smount of assessment which will be Iaid upon the
‘¥hele or o fractional part of a village and not upon farms or fields ought to be modific
né made easy to the meerassiedars to whom the whole of the wastc for the pevied
eir leases might be conferred free of rent and at the. expivation of those leases shoul
any admtmnal assessment be imposed on the meerassiedars it ought to be guided solel
»y the extendod cultivation wl’ld not on the improved state of the‘ soxl produced by ik

-

ndustry of the huwandm%.

A ta you

ns snis in the of the *}zszwrfgiﬁsie 7o saa'ﬁ which I sulimil

; ' i the 2 nd of h’v—; Ma uh and the agsessment might be settled upe
e average of former cultivation and collections moditying the woram and teerva rail
 all cases where they require it. The meerassiedars in this mode of settlement shoul

»éot be considered responsible for the fulfilment of the engagements of the Pyseasrric
rithin their meerassies who will be subject to a forfeiture of their landed tenurcs if the
ail in the discharge of their agreements during the pennd of the leases thaot may l
’tmtually agreed upon between Government and the meera ~4s1bdars,

.

- 46. In the event of the election of the third mode of personal scttloment the remar)
‘:uyour ‘Board in para. 4 of your letter to Government under date 29th April 1819 explai
2e system of annual ryotwar field assessment that may be reverted Lo iIn this district,

ar Seeretary’s letter dated 26th July 1619 my opinfon of tho mode
twal ents alluded to in the above letter of 29th April that are bes;‘: “'iﬁtfnd to tl
ey mntzes ﬂf this district is called for, ]

v

of the “collective villaga ” and the “Joase putcutt ” seitlements are caleulated to relieve the

inhabitants from the prying and frandulent interference of the Native Revenue officers— .
wupon the same prineiple the village ease system now obtaining in thw distriet ought to

P*{clude such interference—but I am very confident the inhabitants have during the village

leages been subjeet to this mtprfm‘g,ma in eontinuance of former usage, for the public
gervants were nlways acenstomed to attend at the reaping of the crops, and maki ng
atrangements for the ':ﬂmm’rv of the public demands, ere the produce and its proceeds
were made away with, for in that case the poople are wenerahv so improvident as to be
unable to pay the revenue from any other fund; such has been the case during the villages
leases for, if the sirear servants did not immediately realize the revenue from the farmer
as he received it from the ryot the collections would in all probability have exhibited
marked deficiency and I sce no reason for sppposing that this system will be discontinued
in the event of the above two modes of settlement being adopted.. If this statement of
the interference of native revenue servants.is correct, the objections of your Board tq

annual ryotwar field assessments will be partially removed.

48.. Under the impressions that the interference of the native revenue officers cannot
be avoided and that it is the desire of the Government to recognize a right of property in
.{bho soil to he]fm « to the meerassiedars existi ng in this district, 1 beg leave to recommend
that the second modn of personal settlement co*nmned in the rules specified in paras. 41
and 42 may be adopted and that in the pottahs given to the meerassiedars aceording teo
theiv respective tenures, the land and modified rents payable by the several koodies or

Pyacarries shall be specified with s dedaration of the number of years for which the

“ieases arc to prevail.

49, Should it be resolved to adopt the third mode of personsl sottlement remarked
in pam 43 and enter into lease putcutt settlements I do not think the present ryots: who
10ld pottahs would engage for the entire lands or farms that they now oceupy for a certain:
lefinite number of years upon a trifling reduction of the present rate of assessment, though

shey might consent if they were perrmtted to select the lands they pleased and to hold

;hose selected lands on reducod toerwas,

~ 50. In the 5th para. of your Secretary’s letter dated G6th September 1819 you
nquire if the mecrassicdars themselves nre mdauu} in the number of rVOts to whom
ottahs have bxmn issned ; how they id mhfy Hlﬂm,,- tves to be tne meers: dars; if bhmr
issie 3 and if the

tink ;ruucmd‘y i every vill

2 villages of

urnamns accounts coniai

i
meerassie tonure 1n this C

n

ore present in all axueptis‘w arn biai .9d Y i:uﬁ,a'z fu
und to occupy and were willing to ¢
‘the Qui(*q(}(ﬁp Pyacarrics as wore present anc pottahs
cupunt 1 oracoodie Pyacarries in every “&’iﬁ&gé. AE ha.ve already
o the v il;g Curnum’s records =extend bsyond 40 years, 2 the informa tmn :

“ounded up(m them is limited to that period. In their extant accounts the original
m,ramu, shares of each village do not seem to bo recorded but ‘he meerassiedars who
,cupv lands in the several villages are suid to be designated with that title, which is their
ode of identification in addition to the acquiesance for thur Do whbours the absentees'

*

mes are excluded entirely from the accounts and their m(*thod ot proof must rest “upon |

.1¢ evidence of gene llorrlml research, whenever dbpu ed., ,—

»

'
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RreMARKS UPON TIE REDUCTION OF THE RATHH OF ASSESSMENT,

51. The 5th para. of your i ‘Secremry% letter ﬂf 21sv September 1518, conve ";'ymg
authomty for the reduction of the tecrva assessmenta in those districts whevein it m“'k;,m
fgunj exuebewa requires the sentirents of every Collector upon the exteut of 1:&1\14 tiot
that r be meces 3AIY In the 20th para. I bave bazavded a rov é;‘h estimate o ft_-_;e mci
;g.ne of revenue that will ehsue from commuting the public shave of the erop :d} ---lxa)i iﬂ.;
iof 50 per cent, of the gross pue da .5 which is the ratc that in my opinion will ul 12 ately
be found necessary to seenrc the proposed object of converting land into a,~ valua 3“ 2 a,::
s prna’se property sromote the encouragement of agriculbure whezm:s the po .saﬁ (
‘and generally every class of hn isbandmen in this district will be revnmntli ir’n-x‘; L-m ;
pvegunt deplorable st tate rf indigence to comparative s;ﬁiuenc? and bf: tho fr;mx:} :
fmmot.mfr the prosperity of f the country, which must ever remain stagnate or rotrogra

F,Wh n “the peast na’v continue in an 1mpovensnea condition,

. L . . - . ¢ % a‘!‘: - I~
_59. The motive of my considering so hrge a reduction in the divisien of th

£y

i produce necessa 3 arises from the conviction that Jand is not a valuable property at pre
 sent, for in most cases throughout the country it is ‘hardly saleable and the prices that ar
gwen for it when vepdﬂ)!e mcurdmo- to the information I have obtained seldom amount
* 40 the third of a single year 's gross produce which 15 o insignificant & sum, that if loce
| attachments did not subsist this property would not be considered of the least valuf
Thc sentiments of Colonel Munro upon this point consider that the Government propol
hon should be reduced to one third or 33% per cent. of the gross produce to cmxvmt Tan
lntn private and saleable property and in his lettor, dated 15th August 1807 he smt:
“#if by fixing the Government rent at one third, he (the ryot) were a110Wed to enjoy th

5 . remainder and all such future increase as might arise froma his indust try, he gvo*ﬁd neve
rehnquﬁﬂ hig farm; and all caltivated land would soon beeome private property, if mo

" than one third is deraanded as rent, there can be no private landed property and whes

: ever the rate exceeds one third, the land is s«.arcelv over saleable, is no longer rfmkune

. pnva.te plopert) and is often aba,ndoned o -

. .
53. The immediate reduction of the sircar share of the oross produce from-50 to 4

2 per cent. will occasion a heavier sacrifics of rcvenue than ca p‘rudentlv be submitted 1

' ‘.c.u., the luowering it to 45 per cent, might pave the way o the greater reduction Whss

would not be 5o much felt, as the minor reduction may promote a greater extent of eul

' Yation to retricvo its loss and when the remaining 5 per cent. of the gross produce

conceded, the sacrifice mig vht not be 50 heavy a8 at ﬂm first reduotion of tho siroay wary

' l ;4\ With respcct to the existing rate of teerwa or commutation of the reverue f 1‘€
Lmd into money and the necesstty of modifying it, T beg to call Your Board’s ‘ﬁ;ﬁ‘«‘ﬁtll -

- the uivarying rate at which Mr. Re v;rﬂxu 2w fixed :chf‘ price of g grain in all ihe surv.
assessu& Talooks which I admit is favourable in some instances wnere a ready market’
'r a4 hand, but in Talooks rernote from the sca coast and populous phcas where the ryt
> experience difficulty in the disposal of their produce, the rates arc very clearly too hig
© 5nd might be modified so that the ryot's share of the crop should remain inviolate ; and
-wrofit should accrue to him upon that rate it is certainly mcalculab]y preferable or ¢

ar tn enntain dhs Ve sl g th'zt (he tenants sl.ould for in 2 case where the #subwct de

o

- | - f
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not pay enough his convenience and ease will ultimately be extended to the public advau-

tage, whereas if he pays too much his min extends to the public detriment and h} e

imposing such a rate of assessment upon the soil that the right of the husbandman will.

be encroched upon, must always obstruct public prosperity by reducing the tena utrv to
indigeney, - :

’
-

55. The rate of teerva intreduc od by 3Mr Ravenshaw inbo the assessed Talook
although in some cases teo excessive, is very advantageous compared with the other Talooks
of this district where the classification and assessment succeeding the survey have not.
been introduced ; the rates in those districts are 4 or 44 Cullumns of grain per pagoda and
in the Talook of Munnargoody I am induced to Delieve that the grain never sold for a
better price than 5 Cullums and often at 6 or 7 Cullums per pagoda. I therefore consider
it necessary to obtain sanction for the modification of the tcervas in these Talooks and to

equalize the rates and rents of every Talook in the lewtor vbe up{)n the same pll"lClpxe»..

56. Should the reduced proportina of the sircar share of the gross produce and the

modified rates of teerva be admitted, Bramins, Mohomedans and others who now possess

ands upon & more favourable tenure than. other husbandmen, might without the least
injustice be placed upon a par with their neighbours tor if their lands are now worthy of
ambition - (which T believe to be the case on their favoured tPnures) they will acquire

rdditional value under the modified system ; at present 100 Cullums of gress produce is
equa]ly divided between the sircar and the soodra cultivator, but where Brahming or
Mohomedans possess lands the sircar receives 45 Cu]luﬁms and the tenant 55 Cullmmns or
10 per cent. more than the soodra; under the supposed sysfem the 100 Cullums will he
thus divided 69 to the tenant and 40 to the sircar; and if the Brahming and Mohotedans

are to enjoy 10 per cent, extra upen the tenant's share, they will receive 66 and the sircar

» 34 which approx ximate the mtes, Colonel \qum conecives to be a Jmt division.

57. From some loose statements I have received it would appear that the es xpenses
of cultivation may be estimated at about 16 per cent. of the gross produce and the villa o6
-marahs amount to about 4 per cent. more, so that the produce of 100 Cullums at ple sent
will be thus distributed 50 to the sircar 20 to expenses of cultivation and fees and 30 to
‘he cultivator ; but this calculation supposes that year by year the lands always preduce

- the same quantity of grain which they are classed as capable of yielding for if land

Alassed as productive of 100, yields only 50, that 50 is rendered to the sircar and the ryot:
is involved in an actual charge and so in proportion for every erop bulow the appraised

- QOWer,

OBSERVATIONS UPON VILLAGE AND PAGODA MAUNI.EM LAXDS,

58, Pursuant to the orders of the 17th September 1818 referred to in the 6th Para-
rmph of Your Secrctary’s letter, I have directed a register of all Mauniems correspondlnw
with the Turrapuddy accounts appertaining to the village municipalities and to religious
sstablishments to be prepared and deposited in the Hoozoore Cutcherry and entertain na

doubt of its being ready previous to the expiration of the prevailing village leases.

59. TUnder the rules conveved in the orders.circulated by Your Scoretary on 22nd
May 1817, I shall have occasion .to bring to the notice of Your Board the subject of

excessive allotments of mauniem lands which hav«, on former occasions been remarked b+



—the Taianms scarcely ever exceed 3 per cent,

my predecessors Colonel Me Lieod on the 31st July 1804 aad 3. Ravenshaw on 20th

recognizing the turrapuddy alienations o fland to the village community, What that
principle should be T will not prest ime to-determine, but shall await your Board’s orders

" August 1808, Tt will be necessary to ade pt a principle whoreby I am to be regulated in .

and in order to elucidate the subject I will briefly rwnmaf the rules observed by my

predecessors and quote Collector Munro’s references al sout it in the ceded mc;tut ta.

Colonel Me. Leod as explained in the letter referred to limited the turrapuddy

manniems of Gramatang alias Mbem@%ledqrs Curnums and Shrofls to 53 per cent. of the
ltmdnd revenue of each vﬂ‘ane and Mr. Ravamhaw s allowances to those persons Igore a
proportion of ahout 8 per cent. on the revegue. Colonel Munro’s letter dated 26th July
. the ‘fonowﬁgo ab=~ tiong: ¢ M;em Euavios f{of Potails and Cmnums) are

SR Y

18U/ confains
In many vﬂ}c\ccs 30 or féf} I‘ezt eent, of the reveuue, but in othirs not mora than 2 or 3.per

cent;-’in general all above 5 per cent. may be regarded as unauthorized, The *’rcgm,m_. .

changes of Government and the loss or rather concealmsnt of accounts have during o long -

course of yvears facilitated the frandulent exrension of these Fnaums at the sxpense. of

the szuar lands.” In Colonel Munro's subscaunent letfer dated 15th August 1807 “vwhe:

ﬂlscussmng this subject he remarks “ In many villa
sre équal to g fifth a fourth or even to a third of the sircar reveune. By lar the greater
thorized, for where there are sunn%ds,,

o

i 3 Fianaliiv s LN
part of these Eraums has %;1:51011@@*1n“-~«1~; ynever b
and where 1t is maore, It was always undor the

Native G.-:mwrm;eu. made liable for uanm_enc;t:s;in the village, I would recommend thai
the same principle shall be adopted to a certain extent, that in villages not excecding 256
Pagodas the Enaums of the Carnum aud Potail respec tdvely shail be free as far as 10 per
cent. ot t‘nt Vx]ldcre rent and that the whole of their excess above this rate shall be liablke
that in villages from 250 le 500 mo-odx rent the Enaums shall bv
ot cent, and their excess abuve thiy rate shall be liable for failures ; and |

500 Pagodas the Enaums shall be free as fur as 5 per cent. ant

[
w
&
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51, The rez;=m‘l;s of Colonel Munro respecting ¢ f'h" frmdulent exlension ¢
Fpaums ” may be equally applied to this district where the only extant vouchers of th
authenticity of the existence of these Ensums are the Curnun’s Cadjan aceounts for.

o3 the Enaums of Potails and Curnums |

[,

s

B

period hardly ever exceeding 30 years and never 40 years and as the Curnums themselve |

are parties deeply interested in the cognition of these alicnations, it would be extrevme )

tolly to vield implicit credencs to their records which can be so cas ﬂy falsified and altero
by the substitution of new leaves,

OBSFAVATIONS REGARDING TANEER ‘ ' il

x

., 62.. Tho subject of £ J?“m being dedieca ted 1o the improvement of the conuti s
zmd the encouragement of its ;m()m(f“:- { seize the poea sion to powark rmen the wisdor -

rradual IV rendering the chiet Tanks of tLu districh ore capagicus am

g

and advaniage of g
¥ preserved which would render a
L4

au;afﬁa,"% hrereb Lr,zé_r &=1pbuus of water might %

f
1

oceasional dry season a zource nf much less distress, hon‘.(r’ and mortality than formexly |

At present ah nost evorfy T'mL in the country on an average rainy. season is sapplied 1t

the brim and & quantity of wator equal to their contents is §bliged to be let off to Nullat

r Rivers ‘\“hlm; if the ank\ ha,d heen more capauouq would bave been retained ar

ohxbly cont:'buted to qu |
wason, )

an iner 2ARO of cultivation or at Eea t Lo hu,ve xmthstood
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t.hen:- mnds incur a cortain
,object of the sanctioned expenses being sacredly applied but an infallible method of

g 'e«number of tanks in this Collectorats accordiny o the resords of my office -
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seially to his own benefit, I would recom-
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ensuring that fidelity is a desideratum hardly perhaps to be expected.

64. As the bensfits likely to acerue from a complete repair and enlargement of ihe
various Tanks in this Collectorate will be participated in by the Government as well ag by
the cultivator : as the expense will be greater than the ryot can afford and as it may
prove a source of extended cultivation, it becomes the province of the Government to
contribute liberally towards that expense and it may be advisable to fix a principle whereby
the proportions of the expense by the Government and the inhabitants should be regulated,
65. Tnsome cases of small Tanks it has hitherto been necessary to sanction an
annual expense of from 10 to 60 Pagodas for their repairs, hmﬁ’if a sum of 200 or 300
Pagodas was at_once laid out upon them ami durable works constructed no future repairs
would be necessary further than what the inhabitants should be requireci to perform by
furnishing la hourere ‘huuw their leisure tu mend and fill up ahy damages that the rains
may have caused. ‘Tl annual sum on an average for the last 12 years that bave been
expended upon Tank vepairs in this Collectorate amounts to 7,000 Pagodas, and I submit
to your Board if a judicious expenditure of five years’ allowances under the superintendence
of a professicnal person would not be likely to curtail that annual expenditure to a moiety
of what it now is snd to render the works so durable that the blessings of Providence
would be fully enjoyed, by a preservation of the water falling during the pericdical rains,

‘instead of being attended with destructive efects from the bursting of banls as at present,

* * : ¥ .

75. Having in the preceding sheets submitted such information as 1 have obtained
upon the important points referred for my consideration and opinions, I shall await your
Board’s further orders previous to introducing the new Hyotwar settlement into this
district in all practicable cases, as directed by the 2nd and 8rd paras. of your Jecretary’s
letter of the 21st September 1818 and as I am in suspense respecting the termination of
tH2 survey, classification, and assessment of those Talooks that my predecesser did net

- éoraplete, and which I am directed by the sixth para, of the above letter to finish, but

which by the eighth para. of your Secretary’s letter dated 6th September 1819, I am
informed may conditionally prove superfluous. I request further instructions upon this
particular object with the least possible delay, for should the completion of the survey be

‘resolved upon for the purpose of introducing the new Ryotwar sottlement on the termi-

nation of the village leases, it ought to be proceeded upon immediately.

76. In concluding I request indulgence towards tho crudeness of the information
aud the triteness of the observations contained in the preceding paragraphe, and hope
your Board will call upon ma for gvery information that it lays in my power to afford,
calculated to facilitate the attainment of the zmportant chjects connected with this address.

I have the honour to be,
Bllavenasore, Circuit Cutuherry, é:ir, ‘
10th Iwbrmry 18 20. Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) C, HYDE, 4
Collector.



&

K

E I‘RACT FROM THE PROOFFDINGB OF THE BOARD OF REVENUF,
paTEp 4rr Drzoemser 18920,

 Reap—again letter from the Colloctor in the Soutbern Division of Arcot, dated 10th Fobruary 1820 ;o

1. The Collector of the Southern Division of Arcot has entered at great length mta a digeussion

settloment ou the approaching expiration of theé lenses, whether with the presont occupant rayots,
or with the Head Inhabitants who are here callel Meerassydars or rather the question, as the
Collecti)r bas put it in fact, is whether the great body of the present Landholders, shall bo depnved
i their present property in the Land and whether official foes which they used to pay to the persons
ca,lling themselves Meorassydars and which were deducted by the Government from their rent, but
‘have siuce been consclidated with it, and are now paid with that rent to Governmes by the presend
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Landholders, shall be considered an acknowledgement of those Head Inhabitants being the general

Landlords of the Country, and entitling them, as such, to the occupancy of the Lands, or to these fees,
when the Lands are occupied by others such an acknowledgement would, the Board think, produce
much inconvenience and injustice, as well as loss of Revenne, and they will now proceed to state the
gronnds upon which this opinion is fmmded .

2, Much has been said about. Meeorassy rights in the Southern provinces, much inganuity,
theory, and. indeed onthusinsm, are to be found in the papers written on this sabject Lut it is still
doubtful when and how these rights originnted, what they exzactly were, and whubhm nuy Native -
(rovemment sver admitted them, to the extent claimed.

3. From all the information th&t has been collected on this subject it sppears thet Private
‘property, or Meerassy, that is, a private interoét, more ov less valuable according to cironmstances, i,
the land, i3 to be found everywhere. Most of the Village, and many of the District Ohoera\
considered, and indeed the Native Governments admﬂ}ted their ofiices to be—horeditary, that-ia
 Meerassy. These officers themselves were in general the principul landholders hereditary, that is,
. Meerassy oflices, and private, that is, Meerassy landed property, became thul generally united i in the
same persons, and in the course of time have been frequently confounded together

4 " The \Ieerass;, dars in the Southern Division of .n."coi. and mogh of tha other Tamal p*c-vmces,
seem to have beon like the families of the Reddies, Gonds, Fotels, Ixapoos ete., in the Canareso, ;
Telingn and Mahratta provinces they may he considered the descendants, or at lesst, in some way
the guccessors and representatives, of the original settlers, who cleared the lands, and foanded the
Vzliacre and therefore established their rights of occapancy. They possessed n private property-or
interest in their own lands, & general interest in ‘the common waste of the Village, and they aleo

, enjoyed Maunninme from the Government, and Merahs from Rayets, in recompense for their rervices
o both, as Head farmers, Magistrates and Collectors of the Village; there mey be in sémo Villages
-. n fow families of these Meerassydars, Reddies, or Gonds, or Headmen of the Village, under, whatever

term they muy bo designated, sprung Erom the eame stock, who now shara the Meerassy or right of
the Headmanship., The oldest and most reqpectable is gonerally the persca rocognized ag Headman
by the Collector, some times they take the duty on therasclves by turns axinunally, some are disqualifieq,
some have committed crimes, or embezzled the revenue, or exacted monoy from the Rayets, or done
something to exclude them from their share or turn of the Heandmanship, scme have rcmgneu, or
avon, tho’ this ought not to be allowed, have sold it, sume are disagreeable to the body of the
Ruyets so that tho’ there may be half a doeen or raore pﬂer*i‘ms belonging to these fuwilies who
may be cal 1( d \1eerasfayda.rb, it kas become customary for one only or two perhaps to perform the
daty and receive the allowances. * The dlst_mbuhon of the service us well as of the allowuances among,
them is regulated partly by their swu privite ageeenens with cach other, and partly by the decision
sof the Goverqment whers 1%, heqﬁmes neceszary for the welfare of the Village community, or for
Hie security of the reverue for the Government to intevfere the most violeut dispuieq frequently

Carise, and thers is almost always much jealousy among the Members of these furailiza, "Thu unim oq\cy

Z“,Gf ¢. “~s-among Hindoos is proverbial, o

s-

. "

of tho question of Meerassy claims. He wishes to know with whom he is to form the Rayetwari’

rovenue, Lo

23 [V
5. But bosides thess families, all Inhabitants who have and interest in the Village are
Meerassydars—the term is arabic, therefore new and foreign here, bub significant and when applied to

Land from which Government derives a revenue, is the right to the use and occupancy of that Land,
which is genarally a saleable property but in fact any permanent interest may be called Meerassy a

Revenue peon may even he called a Meorassydar, because ho ought not to be turned out, so long as .

he behaves well and when ho dies, or is mcapamt%te*d his son or nearest relation, if qualified, ought

" to succead Yo his office.

6. The claims of Meerassydars, if ever they were at any timo properly defined, must have been
viewed differantly by different Governmont, generally the Government would have paid respect to
thoir claims as landholders and would have maintained them in their offices, because they looked to
them for the cultivation and management of their Villagos but the circumstances, principles and
temperq of the various Governments, under which they lived, must have affected their interests as
landholders, and their situasion as public servants, strong, harsh and poor Goyernments would have
enrroached va the rights claimed by the Meorassydars as laudholders, while the Meeragsydars would
have taken advantgge of weak Governments, the Moeorassydars would some times lave bribed the
Rovenue Officers it is probable they oftsn continued to collect their Merahs after ceasing to discharge
their official duties, pretending thess Merabs were an acknowledgement of their landlords’ right,
instead of officinl foes. They have probably often collected and coutinued to collect contributions

originslly agreed tc by the Rayots to bribe the revenue servants and carry some poiat for the general =

gaod of the Village until it beeame doubtful why they were originally paid, when the Meerassydars

would call them sgwmy bhogam and protend they wers paid as an &cknowiedgemeut of their landlord’s
rigkt, Rayjee fimited their Mauniuros, snd 2ther Ministers would from {ime to time have sltered their

" condition as landholders-—it is to be always ré¢membered that thero is a constant straggle between the

officers of the Goverument nud the peop.swthe Government to maintain the prerogative and the
pecple to Jower $ha revenue and set up their owa previleges and thab both parties have
recourse, ng civenmstuncss may dictate to mx{mr:g fmnd or force. It seoms evident, that the
Mahometan Goverament never acknowledged the rights of the Meerassydars; to the extent claimed
in some places and Mr. Hyde has stated that the Meorassy landed Tevures to the extent dec clared by

the Meeras: ,ydars were not prevalent in the District, upon our ‘.ssnmphon of it, and $hat it was not

i

:‘l
thovafore suifar fram tho contnmaey of she Meerusidars,

revived by auy of his predecessors,

7. Meerassy riglits must not merely be recognized hut strenuously supported by the atate but
when the Meorassidar fails to perfo"m the servics and pay the revenue for whick those rights were
ariginally grantud and have been sincs continued, the compact botween the Meevassidar and the
{fovernment is broken ‘and the Government must look 1o some other person for tho discharge of those
obligations so nerefssarg to its own existence. 1f the Government protect the Mecrassidars the
Meemﬁmdavs must folfil the obligation for which such protcction is given, ualess the Government
exacts the fulhlment of these obligations, it cannot collect its revenue, muintain its armies and
continne to protoct the Meerassidars.

8. If a Meerassidar quits his land, the Government must provide for its cultivation in order fo
neb a rent from ir, but if the grand-sons of the Mecrassidar who had left it, could come ninety-nine
years afterwards, and oust the Rayet, who had been put in possession by the Government, and who had
cultivated and paid tho rent of it so long, confidonce wonld be shaken and the interest of agriculture
would saffer and supposisg the right of vocupancy of the land should be sill con inued to the Rayet
who had $aken it under such eircumstances, but made newly subject to the paymeut to the
Meerassidar in cousideration of his suppbsed rhght of the Merah or fees furmerly paid, whether such
Merah was ua.wml" bhoguam or ]'mrllord s rent or only ofieial fees, it will be necessary for Government

' {6 make a remission fo tho Rayets in Seuth Ardot in order to enabls them to pay these Merahs or -

Zoes bocanse they have been long since consolidated wish the land rewt. Under our Regulations the
Sirkar and Zemindar wmay oust the landhoider when he noglects or refuses to coltivase, and slthough
ench a measurs may geemn harsh and is hardly ever resorted to excapl in some cases by new
Maootuhders, it is still necciaary o3 a last resource in case of contwmacy i some cases no B Ravet

mizht be foand willing to take the deserted lund for gue year oaly und the public revenus WU‘}W

i enrirp it
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9 Mr, Hyde has stated that thbre ara h 1gm-ﬁ Th 'P’*ﬂ g?'armng to the class of Meornasidare
who are termed Cﬁ" datehye 5 ' : sady ants of svery
Vilings have the power of rgtainiug ths Lmnds in tha:r famiBios hv uev'eéit&r}v ent, bub eannos

slisnato them by sale, gilt, morigage vr exchangs. This corresponds with what My, Bllis hag said on

?
the subject, but it docs nob appear by whom thie restriction was imyposad,

} f © 10, A Hy&e has also statad that according fo tho informatiou pmcumd by him, the Oolcocdm g
cannot be forcibly ejected from theiv Lands by tho Meerasidurs and tmu e Lands of the Poracoody

Ryols rovert to the Meeragsidars on the expiration which they may havo been

g antod.

12, Ine
s tra,,u of connwj , nor for any
ree of the Cavcmmaun wonld

muat have ?*amefl R t‘xe‘! nn"e& oom
| jong period, in the samo fS.;a;*a

have m'ou s0ud, ths nubure of ‘*m
?-,11‘3*3; J'J.B aud &:@I‘u‘a,
Village, In soms Villnge
fmaéant}* changead overy
A‘tbe bafi Inng

;ir;

sprang from 5he
it gxpediont to

.,
i
s begome pathhog

Il RATe) 3Ry
aroed 52

auizohi Village qu arrei and in Hho EAmE Way p:alh& o, may

mchi, Whan theyeam agein roconciled. This makes u Ej;ut“"au rystem and sven a
éaz'wy"“e*z.egsary or at lesst proper in the sumohi as well as in the palbhog Villagos. In the
yekhabhog Villages, one family bas sacceeded to them by mnamtanca or purchage and has alsorbed

' ihe whole.of these interests, varions c:rcum&tanco,, mush have m,a, gently varied th s valuo and natare
of these interests, and tho mods of these tenures; but &l Village e privileges may he traced to
expedienny, avd the rutnal’ a;:commed tion of i;ho Government and the Raysts, There can be no
~diffisalty in :zmk' g & Bayetwari settlemaont wherever any of those tenurey provail, except indeed thas
of getting the Braaminﬁ who havg got pgq"a wio fm‘ach of tho land in the Southern provinces to
coma to aay reasovable terms, Ia the § i"ixllugesf elthough it may be expedisat to make a
joint seftlement with the whels of the Ra vefﬁ, ror ‘tho rent of the whole Village, each Hayet may bie
entered in the acconnts for what 16 YNy have to pay for.the fields he may occopy for the year. In
falbliog Villages the account wel g tequire lese alteration bac cauge the Rayet will not change his fields
80 often and in the yekhabhog ?ﬁhges the account will be siill more simple, becanse the whole of
dhe lands and rent lel bo enterad iu fhe nams of one Person there mesd Lo no interfurence with the

‘ ccs*oms, 00 infraotion of the p “’dwns, 1o intrusién on the ;'Q‘L*ortao‘ le “Ra;y eta, . .
st ’
% .
13, In the bﬂf rn Division of Arcot, and indeed in must of t.nc zonthern provinces it is now

7'~im3’(’55 ble to trace the: ?ﬁ"c*}ﬁffﬁ on which the Jand revenae was fomwrlv coliected, and consequently
- what were the modes andetgnnees of landed property o iar back mud so mccurately, ss we can in

“Canara, bocake no ygidnt pablic asconnts have heen preserved, but changos must havs frequentiy
taken place, It} ad béé'wgtated that traces remained of & monsy to 20TwWay aven in the ng‘x lands of

“Tanjore. Tho late Callector Mr. Tapburn of that province dispuind thiz gzl}?’?’”mcn and direnssod
the subjeet in his very able report of the 920th Augazs 1819 pnras 41 fo 47 but the whele of Lis
argument is that as the Commiteo in 1788 and r»thar resr;“ct able
’Pm,cr never ment mncd such traces of a meney tesrwsa oo
v‘:y : it canid not possibly ever have &
2 arov nes; We Enow

Oifesrs who havs ‘:i’?!‘lf: ey o

d bat in fape

f0t how they wore manuged in for

£l

' shall cultivate it and pay the usnal rant to the Government ; this is fair, he bas his fee for the servics

25 : R
- T . *
far private proparty in land existed. Mr. Hyde stafes in ths 50th para of his report thar there are
no public accounts in Soutk Areot old-r than 40 years and that the Curnums accounts which are
f.rtheoming do nob specify the original Meerassi shaves of each Viilage. -

"14. Bat wviiﬂteﬁer may have been the former rules of assessment and the fuir Meoras: righis it is
now desirable $o improve and confirm them and to create them as far as the wantg of tho
(Government may allow to increase tho value of the Meerassydars interests as landbolders, and Lheu‘;}
raspectavility as Village O.Bcers, and whero such intercsts and offices aro not now to be found, to

establish them, : - o ) _

: 15, DBub when the Honoralle the Court of Directors and the Government express their desire to
uphold private property in land, they counld not Liave meant to revive diubtful, traditionary and
chsolete claims, to the injury of the present oce upanta in any province, who hold then' lands under
Cowles, which they consider, tbough perhaps not formally deelared so, perma m,nt g0 long a5 they
continue to pay their rent; they have paid their rent for mony years and are stated to ‘have expended
their money and labour in improving the lands still loss cau the Government hav ‘e raeant o 11;]11“6 the
actual Tandholdars, now in possession, by declaring that the offico fees which thev formerly paid for

public services rendered, was an abﬂﬂlutc rent, which thw paid as tenants, snd thes doy ;rive the
great body of the present laudhc ders of that property in the land, which ths Court of Directors aud
all advocates for private property in land ere so anxious to maintain inviolate und that such would be
the conseqaence of. rﬂcognmmw the fee of tho Mearassidars in South Arcot :
proporty in the soil, i evident, Nothing woenld be more ﬂzu’ag@*:jg‘,j

the pecple mere, nothing cmdd be more unjust than such a course of proceeding
where wo can B}op, if wWe once begin to tarn put the prewnt cccupuuts

aditionary rights; thors is 1 r,s"dly & figld, vilage, neat, pollom, distriel
there is nob some claimant on the plea of mmezzt right.

<

P

invasion, bub gonera

1t has Liesn stated that the descendants of Meerassidars who have left 'i.zait' ! inds ‘V;)u‘fd no* f shuﬁ
out by tho usage of the Country *ro the right of reciaxming their lands, until thay had parserved in |
contumacy or neglect, for foar geueraiions or a con ibnry but i may be supposed such a right wasonly .
claimed by the Meerassidars but never conld have beon generally admitted by the Government, ox
the persons who hed in the mesn time gt possession of the lands, unless t’re descendant of the
Moerassidars conld rctarn withont public or privabs inconvenicace, tome Rleeragsidars ma s
fovrmarly tneees dul, and their deseondonts may have returped and recovered their fand:
havo been under part.unlar circumstances, thtw must have been unjustly ons Led thrm wust
tained thoie claim by intermediarely applying for and offer n;g to aultivate an

: Y

ib eust huvo t)c*% hv p‘,.m* sion of t‘zn Govummwnt *1& 1 AT BETESICD t Fith c nove

any L‘uf}“‘i‘ eon 1-3]‘ 'fnn-‘.l;ﬂ bha conly TRry to iko
' kLo ".1:: r‘v‘hus of Mee

¥ 3t usiw ation .xn& pay LLa
uqml revaﬁue, a3 far ag theu neans go,. lf the V[eems sidar neglech this duty, he fcrfexts the great
advantages he enjoys as a l\.leex,as‘..szdar." No Government, would have gmutr‘f or would continna
such great privileges, unless for adequato services. The Meorassidar has also an futerest in the wasto -
1and, and @ right to 2 Merah, or fee, when being una.bl » to oultivale it himrelf bo peta & tenznt who

ho perforws but if the Mecrassidar neglects or refuses to geb & tenant for the Waste

obliged to find one itasli, to keop up, or inerease the rovenus of the Vi

right to the fee, it may elfhm' be added to the rent pavable by the *unawtﬁ or may ’f-

as an encourngement to him fo oxtend UL"‘ cultivation. The Meerassidars may haye ok ,

then is hers allowed them, snd more may have been ocons omdv granted Lb e tha over ;m;e;ﬁ: has

b son and onght slways fo be indalgent towards its Rayets bag ‘whan w ;
1

5

R

-

¢ further logal oxke

it wiil ba mun& thal ang n of the 1
cass of thoir neglecting to keep up the cuitivation and revenue of bhe

s o Wwoowh i . I o A
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: 17 It is most likely that the grmt body of the ancient Mecerassidars in ‘Boath Arcob have been
1oluded among the praeanb pottah occupants, that they ars mow in actnal possession of their owr
mds and that it is oaly in a fow particular casos, which must be s $tied according to the particular
ireumstances of each part ticulor case; that it will be necessary to decide betwoen the claims of
.ncient \Ieerassxdars, and those of the present pottahdars. Ibi i3 prub‘zl?le that the dx{ﬁculho.s if tl.xere
e any, will be found to be theoretical, rather than practical, they arise from the long discussions
egarding Meerassi tenures, and will probably be confined to these discussions, at all events goneral
pstractions would not meet all the various cases which may occur, each of which should be setﬂed
LLcordmc‘ to the particular mrcumstance of the cass :

.

3 18. The B.ard are of opinion that the Government should now settlo wmh those they find ic

ynsgession of the la.0d, and after having received their rents from these persons for s> many years
. ndi Ny ]
shoy cannob with any jastice, or safety, prefer ancient and. indeed ohbsolete and traditionnry claims,

wnd foreibly eject the present occupants, still less can they adsnit official fees formerly allowed, but

10w resaned, and ecllected by the Government itself, to be an acknowledgment of private property |

vested 1o the Meer aﬂfs'ﬂmrs, and on snch groundy,.deprive the great body of the Raycts of their lasds,
the Rayetwari sebtloment shouid therefors be mads with the precent occupants.. Most of the complaints

{rom South Arcot will prob,...ﬂy be found to arise from the old Mecrassidars who refused to become

parties to the triennial or deceanial leases—there conipmnts relate rather to the Hea(.m:ms.hlg of the
Village of which they might on that cceasion have been deprivéd, rather than to the pesshcmmn of
pamcnlar farmsg or ﬁelds —and tho clgims of such Mecrassidars are of course entitled to ecnpideration.

-

- 19.. Wxth respect to par{:cumv farms aud folds whero an nncient Moevassidar can clenrly
esteblish & legal right to the Jand on any ground. !.Jd is ab the same timo to be dopended on for the
rent, his claims should of course be attended to ‘Ly the Collector ; the Oolowsdier and Pooracoodier
and other tenants were in some cazes or might hava bemlm} fis ;umml\lms and: thm*efura Weerassidars
themselves.and the pot tdhs should therefore in Oerm‘n ‘ho continded ia their names bub in oases where
it .is evzdent that they are rightf 11!3 bniy tha “;,.m,m of the old Meerassidars, pnd. th& old
Meera snﬁars ara to be depended [‘un,-o" the rent, tha (,ollec‘(o" shoald settle with the old
Meerassidars, amdleave them s i'hnew em?c tox iants to settle .together. The Collector however - etates
that thete is strong réom for! mzeﬁm‘n mg the “r'c,m ‘wy of the Meer assmm 3 titles fo nn} Land except

what they oocupy the "\~e1 ea. RN o ‘ . ,,.' 
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- 20. It never wag mtended tha’o the‘ &&yé’fw arj sc«'tlﬁmcnu Bhould o ]mver than the iandholders
.or. Meerassidars; it ‘never cou‘l& have been meant that their cultlvutmg' sub-tenants should be
immediately included in'the enmgexﬁents mbh the Sircar, it wsu ld appear ‘however that in somo cases
this mistake has been actually made, and it seams to: have,beén snppoged that under o Rayotwan
_ settlement the Collector is to setble with the actual cultwators,\althouvh only sab-tenants, and tn leave
‘the Lanﬁhddera to get what they eaunld from their tenantq, ad o recognition of their landlords nght
Toandco warnm and gawmy bhe UL HERTA BOMO hrnfm to have been paid in this manner in other cases
‘the official fees formorly due to Lhe b oorw-ndnn, priv .‘t.ﬂ- -gxaglions, and volantary contribations for
Village expentes, may ha'm Qom- ncliacted unfior thess’ dumummﬂtm‘m bus ilis broaking down of
estates viclently and ra mng‘im}x Hennntd to tim gitaniion of {oboants in capite, and ia"the course of time
to that of freeholders; o the ivjnry of the tras L«udholuet or Meerassidar, was evidently an
infringement of Meerassi. riglite, na impolitic as unjust—whenever thofefore & Meerassidar can be
depended on for payment, ;md can shew a good title, the suttlement ahould of courss be made with
him ‘bat evon in such c'xsps, it is doubtful, whet“mr the Collector mwht and indeed at present he
| certainly capnob Aegaﬂv oust the present occupant 'by force for it is admitted by the Meerassidar
that the Goluoodles and thgir heirs possess the right of the enjoyment of the soil for the purpose o
Cu‘zm*a.hon. No’ person should therefore be ousted from the possesmon of his Land, except under

. 3umcml degmon. The only satisfactory, or at least pi’nchcal wuy “of setblmg such disputes weuld b
“by afpnnchayet in the Catcherri of the Collector, and in cases where either of the parties shoulc
“ffuse to- mom {o the dscision of a punchayet or to abide by its eward, the Collector may in general
with eafety go as far a8 he legally can, in seiting aside the- claim of the recusant w‘no wili thew be a

. liberty to prosecute his claim in the regular Courts. ‘

{ . LS
{ .

[~
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.On the expiration of the leases the Board are therefore of opinion that the Collector should
proceed to make a Rayetwari settlemont generally with the present pottak occupants, aad when the

right of ocoupancy may be disputed, he should endeavour to settle the d!spute by a punchziyet, dmng
alt he legally can to support the u"htiul claimant.

22. Tuo tha Yekhabhog V;Hages be will of course settle with the individanl landholder in the
sumchi or pashoncari Villiges ke shonld settle either jointly with the whole of the Rayets, for the
whole rent: of the whole Village, at the sams time eunfering in the account the payment of each
individual, or it in any paciicular cases the Rayets should wish it, he can seitlo with each individual,
or phirka, cr party, for the nmount they are respectively to pay for tho year, In the Arudecari
Villages he will of course settle with cach individual, ‘

23, The settlement muat be annusl unloss the Rx«ye*s may wish to como to some yermancnt
terms, in which case a puicub sstilement raay be made on the basiz of the orders of the Honorable

Court of Diroctors, on which the proposed puleut settlumeub for Cuimbatore and Bellary was to be
made, . ) '

. 24, The Board are inclined to think that the Merahs which tha Uo'lect i is apprchenaive will
be clnime& by tha Meerassidars, whether undor the name of sawmy bhogum Toondoo warum, or any
other designalion are in fact tha very Marahs which he mentions as having been rewnmed, and new
consulidat+d with the Laud Rent. The Board arc however desirons of receiving further aud more
spocifio information on this point, which the Collector is requested to furnish. '

25, Ou the subject of Meerassi gﬁuemllv, the Board, bave, in conclusion, to ohservo, that
whenever disputes may arise which are in any jvay connected with Meerassi tenuves, the Collector
should in the first instance endeavonr to have them settled in his Cutcherry, and if ha cannot effect
'this, they will be fit subjects for enquiry by the proper Conrts,"who will decide upon them according
to the local usages and cusioms of the several districts, It will ‘in the mean time be sufficient that
the revenue asvthorities provide for the cultivation of Lind to provent loss of Revenns, and the
sottlement ghould the Board think, be formed with the Persons cchually in posssssion of the Land.

- 26. From the 54th to the 57th para of his repoit Mr. Hyds discusses the present rates of teerwa
and proposos fome reduction.  He thinks a reduction of the waram from 50 to 40 cent.only payable
to the Sirkar, with, it i3 to b2 inferred, the more favorabls commatation priee proposed alse, would
make land n vatuable privato proparby ; but it is ev ident the Governmen$ counoct al present afford ¢
adopt thig plan, which Mr. Hydo thinks would ‘cost a Jac of Pagodas. He thorefore recommends a
rednetion of waram from 50 to 45 per cent only to tho [Sirkur, which would put the Rayet on the
gam» footing ag the Brahmins and other favored castes, whose lands o 2 already, he states, objects of
ambition. Ho also recommends a more favorable comm: atation rato a"«l {he completion of the survey
which wonld not cost mors than 30,000 Rupees. Ife also speaks of equalizing rates and rent in
every distcict,

27. This part of the subject, thongh wvery important, has not heen so fully discussad in this
report as the Meeragsi question, to which it i chiefly confined, and some further information scems
necessary to onable the Board to judge of the propriety of proposed reductions, Mr, Hyde seems to .
consider the Brahmins and- other favored castes who now.pay ouly 47 per cant. of the produce ara
easily assesed, even under the present unfavorable commutation rates and it muost also be recollocted

that these Castes are rapposed to live and cultivats at a greater expenso than the trne cultivating

Castes, which gave rise to the usaal reduction in their favor.of course it would not be necessary to

allow of further reductions o the kworoa castos, even althouzh some reductions shonid be nllowed to
the Rayets ; bat it seems doubtfal whether tho rates of waranm, under existing circumsbances, shoald

be reduced at all.  If the Frabmins and favored easies can pay 45 per ceot, e 31; ander the present

unfavorablo exmmatation rates, it may be suppoesed the Rayets in gencral ave not even now so hardly
]H‘mﬂ(‘d ut all evonts that some? modificat

tinn of the conversion rates rr other mduln'cnge may ba
sufficiont to wpliove thom,

T i?e, (}ov-_‘,rmnenb cannot afford ab present to give up from fifty tv an
hundred thonsand Pagodas in each provinee, in s benovolent, but naceriain attempt, to establish
private preperty which dever existed, to such an extent before, The Rayets must erntinue to pay



- what they have usually, a
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wnd fairly paid, and must be lelt to' convert their lands into as valugble a
vroperty as they can; by improving thew, and by belog pmts.ctci from additional taxes on their
improvements, and from other exactions, and by such sssistance in other respects particn'arly by
giving them waste lands at o low rate to make the present rents as easy as the (mve,rrcment can
afford them. In tho situation in whicki the -Soathern Provinces nre now reprcsemed and wit
a g;re’»xent low price of Grain it wmﬁd aeem thaf where reduaction sy Lo npcessary, a
more favorabla coaversion rato would be move suitable, thaw a reduction of warum. The Usilector”
shoald ba directed to repovd fully on this subject, and part icularly whethor ander ths views now
taken of i i may nct be easier and better to make particular redactions, where particulsr
cireumstances may make such reductions necessary, than o adopt a general priveiple of remission
which may be neccasary iu ono plaes, bub not in asother, and in cases where roduction is necessary
whether it 5 wuid be effected by reducing the rute of warum, or tho commutation price or how ¥ in
. the mean $ime, where the leases may fail ir, the Col letor should regulate the demond, nnder the
Ra y-t-mf: ﬁit,‘ku:‘m, bv what has been us saally paid for the land, with sach falr Aummi jaste
(dlmmuzxon or increase) as it is fechnically termed, a8 may be proper, {u:w*dmp to civoumstances
where the rent may ha.ve been lowered below'she uscal demand, becanse the Rayet hud suffered from
fire or fiood, or other misfortune, it shonld bo raised o the neunl amonnt when he can again afford to
pay it whero the usual rent shonld be too high for the Rayeb to pay in eonsequence of such lessss, or

of any gex}eral dl..aivanta,gas, nob experienced befere, the rent shonld be lowered accardmgly

relerenca to &

,""28 In = la arge p-o"mc-a, and even in a mmll vﬂ!agu, it 13 impossible fo cqua?ize the mtesl ot
. waram or price. In some places the earth is so fraitful and the water ro abundant that tho Rayeb
can afford to pay 60 or 70 per.cent. of she produce aud retain a profit besides; in others the certh is
so barren aund water so &eﬁczeni;, that he cannot affordto pay even 30 or 40 per cent.; again prices are
affected by the nearness of market and cther circurstances sometimes if the rats of warum is high

.\ the conversion rate is low, and thus the Ryot is cnabled to pey. Thorats of warum and coaversion

pnce ‘must b taken togother and generally the mcuey ront which the land has paid for & course of
- years is tho best standard for assessmont allowing of course for any aongual m:mmstmzcua £gaingt

the tenant. . o - : ) ’ o

‘29, The Collector in South Arcot shonld he directed t0 roport how he can bost relievo the’
- Rayots, where they may be most prested, and asif i3 understood that the Rnyets in the District in

¢ which Mr, Ravenshaw’s suyvey was completely introduced, aro much better off, than those in the

¢ districts iz which it has not been completely introduced, the Collector ehould be authoiized gradunlly
© to finish the snrvey, beginning in those viilages whoere it may seam most ‘requisite and with reference
: - to the view now taken of the subject, to employ sach additional gomastabs in the Huzznore, and
. Talook Cutcherry, ns, with strict attention to economy, may ha necessary t¢ ensble bim gradually to .
- complete the sarvey. It may bo necessary in many places to relieve the Rayets, but it may bo
, expected ﬁha‘ gy giving up waste lands on favorable terms, and by assistance’ and profection in others
f““v‘E? cts, as the Nayet coms noder the immediats management of the Collector, rio conviderable
dec;ewze ef ravenue noad, on the whole take place. ‘ ‘

© 30, Tho Honornbio the Court of Directors have ordeved, and it fa"in overy respoct desirenble,
that the Ensam lands of th villags s sevants Moni igars, Carnume, snd sheroffs, shou fi Lo rﬂﬁir—md.
Thoy now get a ready money payment, amo anting albogether 40 Pagodaa 40,308 the Mabob allow
- them in land 22,076 ia foes ocllested from the Rnysts.al ,mgrﬂmf Yagodas 51,577 ‘Luﬁ feen Buve benn
*:j'"& oiidat Ed with fhe land rent & good deal may bo said regavding the rostoration of the fees as well
;a8 of ihe mannimnia, Tx the 136tk para. of the company’s gencral lettordated the 121k April 1815 the
Hnnnmbie Court of Dirzctors say “"it is sarisfactory to learn.then ar opening hss been left in the -
’:“*eﬁt lement for any new arrangement which it may be *Faughb proper to adopt respesting the
*“ Cevelly and Devostarum lsnds™ and in the 15741 para. ther Cows + proceed to say. “In the
“*opinion expressed by the Rovinuo Board as o the expe&wnc} of restoring to the villags oficars,
**in the Southern District of Arcot and wherever el thay may have been resumed the Maaniums,
¥ or sorvice lands, we entirely concur and we direct that mensures ey be taken for thai purpose,”
 their orders with regnrd to the Manninms, or sorvice lavds are fmperstive and clear, hut in the
P vegedings of the Board dated the 14th Octobor 1816 which were printed and circulated, thase orders
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are quoted, the Words “and fees in kind ” heve through some mistake been . intorpolated after the
words ¢ Maunniums or service lands " in the 157th para. We’ ate therefore obliged by these orders
to restore the Manniums and service lands, but tae error in the printed proceedings of the Board
does not raquire that the ** fees in-kind” should be restored, and tho question as far as restoring
them is cencerned is still npen for disenssion. It would occasion much confusion and trouble and
might it has been stated open a door o abuse and lead to extra collections to revive the private
collection of those fees; these are the fees which it scoms to have besn supposed were tho Iandlords’
rent claimed by the Meerassidars, it was also troublesomo to these village officers fo collect the
~ bandfulls of grain in which they were paid from each Caltivator, it theréfore may seem more
advantageous both as regards the Governmént, the Rayet and the village officers themselves, to allow
them more land, rather than revive the fees; it is truo the village officers might prefer being paid
portly in fees and partly in movey and much may be said in favor of ‘such an arrangement,
particularly as it was the old custors but if the village officors should prefer it, it might be nui so

" much because such sn arrangement is in some respeots calculated to encoursge agricalfure, as

boganss it wounld give ‘themn & demand-on the Rayets of which they might take nnfair advantage in
the course of time ; they might pretend these fees were sawmy Bogums as they have done in other
“places or under other pretences herezafter increase their demand ou the Rayets to an unlimited extent
when opportunity offered under all the circumstances, therefore, in which they are wow placed in
South Arcot, i$ might bo better to pay them entirely in land. In Coimbettore, where a ready money
payment had been substituted for their Enaams, they have iatoly been allowed land to the amount
of those ready money payments, such a course seems also applicable to Sonth Arcot, but there may be
goms difference in circumstances. Royjee, who is admitted to have been an ablg Revenue officer
probably allowed them no more than what was a fajr recompense for their service, it might be proper.
therefore to give up to them, out of their ancient \Enaam lands, which are entered in the Turpuddy
decounts at 75,920 Pagodas, as mubh land as would give them what the Nabob allowed which sup-
posing cultivation and revenue the same, would amount to Pagodas 51,577 this is the highest amount -
they were ever supposed to have enjoyed under the Nabob, both in land and fees. If Enaams to thia";
extent should be allowed to the village servants in lien of their present ready money payments, they |
will in fact enjoy much greater advantuges than ever they enjoyed under the Nabob, because they
must bave had oceasionally difficalty in collecting their fees, which were paid in grain, not in money,
and frequently, it may be sapposed, never paid at all, and because they musi then have met with
morfa dificulty in getting the Enaam land cultivated, than they aro now likely to meet, under any
regulations which may be mada o prevent their drawing away the Rayets from the sirkar lands to
the cultivation of their Enaams buat it is evident that further information from the Seuthern Division :
of Arcot a8 well as from other provinces is required before the Board can sabmit a final opinion with
respect to the restoration of these fees. It wmay perhaps be proper to consider, and Mr. Hyde should
report, whether it might not be botter, and more agreeablo to the Curoums, to continue the preaeﬁb
‘vhode of paying them in ready money they would be more dependent on the Monigars for thei
assistance in the cultivation of their lands, ahd would perhaps be less at their ease than they now are
bat if the Curnums hcmld prefer land to money, they ought to have land.

31, It appears from tha 58th and sabsequent paras. of Mr. Hyde's report that Enaams were
frandulently extended in South Arcot in the same manner ag in the Ceded Districts and the same
Regulations which have been suggested to prevent the travsfer of stock snd labor zud reut from the
Sirkar lands to the Eraam lands in Bellary scem also to be reqnired in South Arcot, the attention of
the Collector should be drawh to this circumstande and he should be directed to miate his opinion s
to the extent to which-the Enasms should be yestored to the village servants and to suguest such
means n& may seem best caloulated to prevent their drawing an unfair advantage from the Ennam
.landg, if they should be given up to thewm, at the expanse of the Szv'kav; the Collector states that he is
_ preparing & Register of Enaam an extract of wlnc,h shoeld be Sabmitted with the information and
opinion here spggested as requisite. : :

32, All that the Collector bas said with respect to Tanks is porfectly trae, but it is evident thab -
easch work shosld be considered sepa raﬁuky with reference to the estimated exponse, revenue and

ndvantages of it,
]
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B3It ozﬂy seems iurther nepessary ‘to notico Mr, Hyde's remarks on the suppnsed necesm;}‘ ot

“tho ] Ravem.e sewauis muerfer*ng with the Rayots, after the Rayebwari setﬁu'\"nt shall have zae;u

‘mad de, Pa!'uif‘lﬂaﬂ‘-’ by keeping their crops under sequestration, until they may pay, or g}:ﬁra aecu: y
for na.fmg their rentS, this iz the pra atice in the Northorn Sirkars, snd is ccmmo;; in t; e L\rxﬁ z.

) Tae bad consequences of this Pr;}r‘ngg have haen explained by Mr. Thackeray in his Report uz? ellor ;
dated 2ist January 1809 and the Bowrd have in_ their, various Proceedings ou that Distriey, :c tice
the impolicy of continuing it. | It" has been. suppowci hard upon the Rayets to make them 1;co:ua
joint securities for each other’s rents, and &till more hard to. make the wholo of them answera e] or

Casfaras 10 per cent. of the whole rent of the village thers is no hardship in meking it worth people’s
while to become sureties, and bind jthemselves to any terms, to which they may be induced, for

: adeqnate considerations, to agree, and they must generally prefer becoming juintly sureties for eiwh<

) other, even “with the liability to make good failures to the extent of 10 per cent. of the whole rfm };7..

" the Village, to being subjected to the loss and ‘destruction of their crops, bo the mnpwdxment to tho
free sale of their gram, and to the peily exactionsand vesations » which this practice oocasions—it is a8
vexations a8 distraint for arrears, and in fact is the same thing. .Itis never pr&ctake& under the
‘Rayetwari management-in the Ceded Districts, nor in Ccimbettors nor in any of the prm"'z‘uuu

: B‘su"zz‘e& on similar principles even all.thoush the second, or.super assessment to mal ke "ru:;& inilures

S tod senb.- of tha.whole rent of the vu%wa Las not be

he. e,a.i:en: of 10 per
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i .%ha‘cﬁrv*eﬁ;; fﬁswe} LiSQ & ;emvmg tﬁ s tlose when the existing mode of the ‘Reventie Sett] mwnt
ci this District by, farms expires. 1 hope to be favored with enrly instructions from your Boa.rd of'

<37

or the ensuing ;,_13“3 or fusiivs,

% e mz‘ r.er in w‘x.ch 1 am to einﬁasﬁ; a zat

( ‘ : -'),,3' 1 ] o dth
, .l ’ 1‘15 mferens,e I ‘mve drawn fre"’ the ext, et of your ﬂ:)a*d’s Proceedi 1;& hold en th ;- }";
o dividnal or
of Decembel ‘1820 leada me s imagine that § sholl be authorized to c,)n clude an In di *
T p to inaneider eac
. Royetwsr settl ameud § in the Socuthern division-of Arco; snd thas I am expacte % w0 ,
Individual ia peatesble possession of the laud at the cloge of the deconnial vuiage leages
comentis for the fusurs revenué of the jands

persan-or tenan % with whomm 1 am fo ;nm inte & ﬂ ¢ |
< respectively oceupied, but that shounld any. ccmneintors for lzuds so0 oc,c*p:eci.'preszam t.hem.selvasg
that my endeavonra are to be uied to have such claims. adjusted by mzmadm co- arbitration, snd in the
-gyent of the ‘;;ésrtxes objecting to ruch a mode of decision that I am to rofer than to Conrt, and in the

interim regard the occupant as the tonant with whom I am to conclude engagements. ‘Lhese

P'e"eedmgs of your Board however do not positively command me to commence » settlement. upon
2 such terms, and' it _becomes necessary - that I ehoald thhout« delay re« give m%truvtmn uppzﬁ. th

S In pamgraph 27 of your Bom-d 8 Procwd.n;vs Iam appnzed tha.t my obsaw'a.tt Jus wspertmg
tha reductmns of the rates of Warmm from 50 to 40 per cent, of the gross produce, are’ not
Buﬁictent}y full and eatxafmctory to enable your Board to judge of the propriety of . the measare which

" will incur a certain aml gerious sacrifies of revenus to risk the attainment of doubtful benefits. In

pﬂragra!-‘h 3%7 of yoir Board's mmu(e dated 5th Jaquary 1818, it is 1ewatked that the Cellectors are
s y e ) ‘ . \ : . 4 T

.
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to recollect, that the great object in view in the néw settloment was “to restore landed proper
£ gradually to convert the bad farms of the Tamil country into good estates, nnd the land holde
“intn Jand owners.” From this remark and others in the same minute I was lod o conclude th
the Government wera prenarcd to consent to sacrifice conmduranl_v,. for the attainment of that ohjec
and under this impression 1 submitted for fonr Bourd’s deliberation a gradual rodustion of the rate
of Warrnm and a modification of the couversion prices of grain in wy address, dated the 10th «
Pebraary 1820, 1t is, however, very manifest from your Bonrd’s Proceedings of 4th. December las
-thut the Government cennot afford to sustain the loss-of revenue that sach a step would produce, an
+in this view of the subject I submit for your Board’s recowmendation, that I may receive authoril
“to modify the conversion rafes of grain in thoso. Talooks wherein the survey commenced by M
Ravenshaw was not <~r)mpleued and that I may be permxbbed to regulate sach rates as upon particule
-enquiry dar'nyg the settloment may be found necossary, af the same time, if I should discover
rmmisise to alter the rats in. any Talock to 6 cullums of grain fora Pagoda, I Shzul subm:t th
recesgity bo your Board with the particular. reagons that call for such a rate,

*

4 1&*; the adoption of the ‘s'up'r'}bsa& ‘reductions in tfmx rates of Warram ovidently cannot't
ncqulesce 1in, it would ba redundani fo enter into’ particulars for the propose of illustrating th
. teudency of such a step towards the conversions of the Landholders of the Famil country int
jand-ownors, and to graduully raise the Royet ¢ from the mmd;tmu of'a mero labourer to that of
““farmer,” It may boe therefore mf‘ﬁcxﬂns to observe that although I proposed generally « reductio
of the Warram to be roceived from the Royet ths roughout’ the District, yet that I designed such
s’cp to be regulated by urmmet wnced which cannot in svery case “be foreseen, bnt which can onl
be provided for when they come under immediate obssrvation. Local circamstances of conrse wonl
always aperato, and the conversion prices of grain would likewise come under consideration 88 we
s seversl other minutia that would have eniored into discussion during s settlement of th
redured nature that was contemplated in order to accomplish the professed object of UCovernmer
conveyed in the above minute, ' :

ou require specific information il th
Merahs lisble to be claimed by Merrassidars apply to thoss that heve been re: mnwd. and consolidate,
Jwith the land reut, when the masiam lands and fees of Monigars, Curnams and Shroffs wer
substituted by an annoal pecnniary compensation. In reply I have to apprize your Hoard, tha
the Merrahs alluded to ace of the above nature, nud are incladed within the sotantrums enjoyed b;
the Merrassidars, or Putiah Monigars during the Nubob's Governmont, which as shewn in th
, comparative statement forwarded by mo to your B Board under date the 1ath of dJuly 1815 amonnts &

4633 Ps. 20 £. 85 o. but which might under a moro extonded cultw ation amounnt to 8139 ?*s. 20 £ 38 ¢

5. Im puragragh 24 of your Heard’s proc ceedi ings -

7
¥ ¥,
v
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6. From paragrah 80, it appears that the Ma‘:mtm lands of ll’emrr'mrs, Cm’numq and Shroffa ar
. to bo restored withont delay, and that through error the fees had been divectod on tha 16th o
?October 1516 to be restored ab tho same tire but that as great confusion would. ensue, and a chaune

- would be created whereby exactions and frauds would arise, it appoars desirable to delay the restitntios

of the fess, until the subject has i boen more mmtlha‘y considored, and it is suggested that it may b

preferabla to vafer upon theso officers lands to the extert of the fesumad Merahs limited to the grentes

~amount they are uuppusad to have eny)yed durmrr the Nahob's Government being 4635-86-3i
. to the Morassidars or Monigars. Your Board at the same timo enqaire, if it will uot be mor

“advantageous, and at the snwe time s agroenblo to the Carnams to continue the pressut mods of mone;
payment in preforence to giving them lands. 1 have reazonm to bolisva that ~soms - Cornums. wil

- prefer-tha prosent systam, and thet othors would select the ancient. mode, but as I do vob imagin

yonr Beard will approve of two systends being observed in the sawe Dirtrict,~and os the orders o
the. Honorable Court of Diractors duted the 12th April. 1815 appear imperative I conclude thab th
Maniam lands 1omst he restored fo the Monigurs, Carnoms and Shroifs immediately, T Havon

" hecitation in saying thas I should regard it us more advantagsons for the Public Interest persevering
" in the presont mode of money paymens, hy which eircumstanco the Curoums would ragerd thems lye
wors in the light of pablic servants than they are likely to Jdo whin they are obliged £o tid th:

ground for theiv rewa-d:. Tho subject of restoring the Mernhs not being decided upun I take th

“Liker v of sugpesting that the restitution of the Landed maviums should ocopr ab ‘ha BAIG txmc fo
¥ ME g , ‘ )

i



R s e B {

I

e ' - 32 , )
ahs an equivalent in land will be given, it would be desirabla © o, The Board trast that these justractions will be safizient {a
aha v . . .. nas 41 . ttlameond. Tho oy : TR i he noints vel g
' whereby at accommodation in the distr- ness of the new settlament., Tho resolutions of Qmarnmeub on the points yeh un

© communicated to you herealter,

enable you o enter on the bus
fermined will !

1o that ju lien of Mer
uld take placeat once,
and confusion perhaps avoided from meaking two separate

as it seems probab
that the delivery of the whole land sho

bution of lunds mighﬁ bs attended to, o
distributions ' - ’ ' Fort 8t. George, 3 I am ;
i1 9 8¢ . . . . « v s . > -
" Should vour Board, however resolvo to restore the resmmed Mnainm lands during the 2nd July 1821, 3 ] Sir, R
-%. -Should yo . fe rastital ) ; : ' TG ’
o - {7; B '; roaching fusley 1281, I shail adopt measnres for their restitation. Ths Manium = Your most sbodient servant,.
'Y . - the ' o £ AL 3= . . . . . ) et : . ) ohi it O
setilemont © bpp d aro not specific, and defined in evory village, for fa sowo villages a certain oo _ ‘ ; , -
lands it may be observed: : , stomed’ to bs remitted from the _ . ' R. CLARKE,
uantity of land yielding & determinate amonnt of revenue was accustom ent . - | . 5
-q Hecbizn for the benefit of the Monigars or Merassidars in proportion extent of land ‘brought 1}1to ' S 5 _ _ Heeretary,
cu , N - N alanla ing -
ap oportic,m of the revenues as the Monigars, Curnums and Shroff’s property calenlated 30001’&‘1'-5 . ‘
Pr : . ; i to modify #:  In these villages when - : ) :
Royaise until we discover if necessary ©o Uy 8 ) . T0 THE P N o MR
to the scalo adopted by Roya) X ’ ptire rent unless the reguired : . : 0 THE PR E'ISIDL‘“T axp MEMBERS
: ‘ | or Tae BOARD OF REVENUE.

i Y i t srs were not exempied from their e
the Manium lands are defined the holders were 1o . | : : : ‘
extont of assessible culfivation took place, so that, if a village had 12 caunies of Magmm la.x}&“ rated
at 30 Pagodas rent, on condition that 600 caunies were coltivated and only 400. cannias 'wex-e
cultivated, the rent on 4 caunies of Maniam Jands yielding 10 Pagodas, would be levied, and if the

3 .

‘ 1 . ) joradar losk tke whole. I request your
- ds themselves were entirely waste the Moniamdar R A
Maniom lands to the principles adopted by Royajee in the

GexTLEMEN, : 1
> Thi" Homorable ths Governor in Coumeil has had under consideration your proceeding
dnied the 4th of December 1820 and the roport of the Colloctor of the Southorn Divizion of Avec
" ‘upos the fature teltlement of that districs, . , ' 9

Board’s instructions upon the question it I am to recur ol o that ware rosumed :
P . v (>34 . . s A 2 » ay - yw .
annual ‘cognition of Meniums, or if T am to restore tho exact quantity of lands that w z} . - 2. The Collector’s report is full of information valuablo in itself and of atill greater irportase
: - 4 inerea inishe: ak ration in the annoa I tinn rhin i . ) . e ‘
and whether the cultivation of the conntry increases or deminishes to make no alteration 1. a3 shewing the attention which he has'paid to the sabject and his qualification for the JLndertakin
. extent of Maninms conferred on the parties concerned.! - : - in which ke is engaged. Iu every comprehensive and complicated arrangoment like tho settlemen
V ™ Toven istyick {8 ¢ iy & 3 : . .
: - | ] , 1 have the Honor to bs, »r)f the rov “1!39 C'f.a‘&lﬂhluu much must be left to depend on the experience and diseretion of th
: ' T &e o & &c. : parson by whom it i3 to bo executed and more harm than good would ensus from the attempt to la:
.- Sancarapoorm, . . R o o down general rales spplicable to all the variety of cages likely to occcur. All ikat ths Governor i1
A ) - . N - N LT, o > ’
Circnit Cutcherry, ~ : C. HYDE, Louncil proposes to do on the present oceasion iz to adverd to those leading points ou which th
X v T ;) C " . . : . - 1)
allecfor. Collector seems to require instructions for i
- 15th Juoe 1821, : \ - - e o "l ous for his gl{!fiance. , -
o A o : : .o 3. Tlio first point is whether the futnre settlemont is to,be formed with the oceupant ryots o
——————— B v . . . . . . v
A with the ancient meerassiedars. The Governor in Couneil hopes that practically this question wil
' '.I‘MENT:' seldo.m arise. It may be presumed that the meerassiedars are generally thoe cccupant ryots them.
S ' REVERUE DEPARTMENT. selves or vtrhete they :Lr'e.not thut §hey have voluntavily relinguished the right of being so and will
: NG 88 R ’ o ' not be desirouns of resaming it. Where the question does arise, the Govarnor in Couneil apprehéndg
B bohde . 4 . . " that the justico of a0, acsording ; - . '
PR . 70 THE COLLECTOR , . . y f}u%w of th.e 'cqge, according to t}}e sense of the people of the sountry, will ho ascertained
{ - N THE SG’UTHEB‘Q DIVISION : : withont much real difiiculty, If o meera siedar lost his right of oscapancy only for not agreeing to
8 h Iy b, - . . - . : . oy e P >
; ( I A ] the triennial or dezennial lease, the Governor in Counsil is of opinion thai ho should not be hindered

"OF ARCOT. = - : e . . , ]
E o | | ‘ A _ - from resaming it, if he i3 desirons of doing so and if he can be trusted for the rent. On the other
S, ‘ . hand where he claims only a traditionary right which he has long relinguished and which at beat

©d

I am divosted by the Board of Revemmo to acknowlsdge the recciph of your Ietb@r of gh!.,:, cou‘ld not b‘e‘ very satirsfacto;ily established the ryot actually in possesiion onght nob to be forced 2
15th wltimo roguesting their instractions as to the mode in which you are to conduet the g«atﬂemeubj}, make way for him, ~ o B -
for the ensning tusly or fuslies in certain particulars. . i 4. The Governor in Councii desizi» that the orders of the Court of Direztors for restoring
| 2. The view which yaout huve taken of the Boards intentions in regard to the pevsons with: n:::m{;in_xi)s to villaga Sei"""“f*”f in lieu of money paymenta bo carried into ¢Tfect but agraes with you' 1;1
whom 30&5_@ to form the settloment is quite corcact aund you are suthorized to procoed in mnfov-é g}umon trh’:.';b the comnmftat-z‘on fo,r fees moy crfnti:me unloss wiore feos aro preferved to money-pay-
mity with those fntentions withayt waiting further orders, : : Ifuents. l“he Gm’eraor in Conncil approves of your ssguestions with the view of guarding against

7 " ae 3 . frandanlsnt enama and taking cure that enam-land be pob caltivated to the injary of that belonging

i ‘ .
3. With regard o the restoration of the ssrvics ands o the village offiet vk o further referenco,

) H . .
he subjoct will bs heraafter cpmmunicated to you.

&
1

. will be made to Goveroment whose instractions on ¢
4. The Board deem it & point of great importance to convert bad farms into
o improve the condition of the landholders so that they thay becomo laud owners.
" induced however to think that it would nob be necessary, in order to tho attainment of this des

ted the sirkar, , .

B R . .. mi -y ae . < | J. .2 - S " ‘ . >w " " . ) T . . .

good estates and’ ) 5. "Whe Guvornor in Council desires that the survoy of the District may be comploted and hopes

- ) Fhat arn i yaittabls Tyl £ . I Sy il . . )
thed au equ:i..m"bl:) commutation price for the grain will render any reduction of the sirksr share

Thoy were

-~

1

irable ” Unnecessury, . .
i . . ‘
6. It does not cesur 1ot}

(3
~

PSP ‘ 4 . . . l y : ' .
Governor in Conneil that there are any other points on.which

abject, that the waram should be"genex‘a.lly reduced from 50 to 40 or even 43 per coub. becanse the ’ . ] " 4
Y . g ’ N e i/ 3 0l e Bt it will bha sotialea BE N A0V 171 Ees 3 . . .

- Brahmios and other favorad castes who paid 43 per cent., were considered to be lowly assessed, even 7 “st‘g instructions are reqnired, bat it will be szizslnotory 4o him to be fuformed of the progeess of
under the present unfavorable ratos of commutation but wherever s reduction of waraw may be the settlement, Y : - :
found essential to the fixing of a moderato assessment yon are af liberty fo make sach reduetion. - ,

S g . . " _ “Goation in the Fort St. Gaorge, : (Figned) D. HILL,

- The Board however ars of opinion that excopt under particalar circumstances a modification in the o7k July 1891 : T1g _ - HILL, B

uly o) Secrctary to Government, -

. ronversion rates may be made to afford the desired relief, This modification will be particulurly ;

i proper where the suryey bus not been completed. . - .
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