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) 2 OME apening words of explanation scem necded in this the inaugural issue of
ToMES AT N ion of 1 113 a new “Annual” to show not only the object and scope of the publication,
* N i ‘ - . . . . . . . “ - . . - -
e o Hront levation of o but the circumstances which have brought 1t mnto existence.
RaTLAM PLATES OF DHRUVASENA 11— More than two years ago, while the idea of an Archaological *“ Annual ’ was being
st et | ‘ ' . - ' . ' ' facns 234 discussed in the Government of India, a correspondent in the Fowrnal of the Roval
. . . . . . . . aceny 238
Second Plate . Jacin, 5 ) Asiatic Society in London happened simultaneously to give expression to the popular
INSCRIPTIONS OF CHAMUA BTATE™ nced of such a publication. He had just chanced upon a summarised account at
Fig. 1. Brahmaur, the ancient Drahmapura ) ' ' ' ' - 23 seccond hand of Mr. Rea's interesting excavations in Southern India (described in
) . Brason fmage o ;:'allc(?a?)a l_)ew . Mr. Rea’s annual report to the Madras Government), and was moved thereby to the
" 3. Drazen Image of Sakti Devi . - following Plaite NXNIV following remarks : —
4. Brazen Image of Narasimha v ’l:h. ' | | o
) 5. Brazen Image of Ganesa , ' 15 annual report, being embodied in a ‘G. 0. is circulated among a few
H
': 6. Brazen Image of Nandi . . . : . L favoured individuals and institutions, but it does not reaLh the public. What we
Inscnpu;tlmston fbr\ass ”l:wms in thj Ch lmbd St e ' ) ;”IZZ{‘: "j: want are annual volumes, such as those produced by the Egypt Exploration Fund.
Copper Plate of Yagikaravarma-deva . ) . . Jaciny 148 N | < are published o
aet 1se volumes are pubhished ever N .
Copper Plate of V’da”dh“‘de‘“ . . . . . facing 252 The ) Tlp y vear. They ¢mbody the outcome of the prt,vu?us
Copper Plate of Somavarma-deva ’ : ) . Sacing 256 season's work. ey POSSES‘*‘ no finality, They are not kept back, as our Indian
Copper Plate of Somavarma-deva and Asala deva . . facing 260 volumes are kept back, until some great specialist shall have assimilated every-
Copper Plate of Asutadenn : . . . ' . faens 2?? thing that can be known, and can write with certainty his full and deliberate
. g 4 . . M . . [N
Sheteh map of Cl}amba. ; ' : . . . /‘“-I'Hh ?)> convictions.  And the result 1s that, while in every civiised country the work going
Map shewing ancient districts of Chamba , . . . Sacing 266 . a . C . . S
on in Egvpt is watched with intense interest by numbers of people who do not profess
ARMENIAN INSCRIPTIONS I BALUCHISIAN = fuci to possess any great scientific knowledge of the subject, and while therefore the
i ipti ¢ i i . . . ing 272
Figs. 1,2 & 3. Inscriptions from Kach and Usl Narai . acing

societies engaged are supplied with funds which enable them to carry on the excava-
tions and print their volumes, the labours of the Indian Archeological Department
fall, nvarably, dead and lifcless.  Whatever is being done in India is done almost
n secret, and cvervbody knows that nothing will be heard of it for fiftcen or twenty
years, so that no one cares to support it.  1f we could have for India annual volumes
such as we have for Egypt, I am confident that the Royal Asiatic Society and the
Indian Exploration Fund would receive numbers of new adherents, and the value of
their work would be greatly increased.”

It will be observed that the complaint was not of the absence of publications

but of the absence of regular periodical publications which should promptly
R
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INIFRODUCTION. 3
announce 19 the “'O_rld all the latest resalts of the current work of the .\!‘1‘|u‘ulnf\'i(‘.l’ . . - . ']'('lll'llﬁll_‘-.'lluln's reports aimoed aqr exhaustiveness, : ; .
N . . . Cein : Ce eyl . : . larshup, Generd . . . eness, and thus in thes
Survey, while the interest of the discoverios was stdl fresh,  In poin . scholarstup, C T oritv. 111 their entirets these - o o oo e
) | t ()f f,li t . aun hn-ll ,lllth R ¥ 3 volirrres Ay b sasg
. . . . . .. Y il N . ~ . -
qutC a number of notable al’(‘h:l,‘nlnult‘;l] v(;]”m(-s h.ul frmn tme  to tine }"_’,” fime Carrn dac | res‘uhs of the survey Olf the Cenfrd/ and Northern parts of
d I in Indi: able f 1 | rwiaal 1 : bring together e ingham and his assistants patiently: worked at for nearly-
produced i India,—notabie for .”“'”' -\.P"'“‘]“l engialityand ""I“" wship s and e i \'\,hiv[l, General Cl”’(’i“t’;%C reports ceased when this particular survey ceased, on
some  account of tl.lese works will he in plice here as explaning why, notwith- India, of century ; an Lent twenty years ago. Western and Southern India,
standing  their  merits, they  necessarilv Jeft o creat  eap ounhlld By wueh a ‘l”“r“ll(. ”m;nalmn,‘s retﬂ’en\ ft quite outside the programme, and even in Northern
voof  ale . : ' ' - . s et 1 N ore 18 . . .
a retrospect also the reader will be enabled to percewve at onee the essential trenet rse Burma, were i the exp\oyers’ many ancient monuments still remain
difference m wotive between all past publications of the Archiealogien) ])«'p;lrt- and of o e of the industry © p nd wany 'mscr'\ption’s to be deciphered.
- ~ ‘ ' i in sp iscovered, @ .
ment i India and this new * Anpual [ndiy, w51 4. perhaps discoy ' . YRt Firs
! : al. .d. perbaj brief \iterarv retrospect. First, that
Inci i . surveyed b arlv srge from this br > )
Of the vearly Provineial reports atas not necessary to speak here They wepe to be surve Justons clearly emerg _ ods of tation, had a value as
and still are) . : pe ‘ Two concius! Blications, with their long periods of gestation,
{anc stl. are) reports prepared for official perusal, and, though vt withheld trom lier ..‘r(h:mlnf:“‘“l p‘”_l o \’ he new © Annual” cannot and need not emulate.
the public, rarcly came in the way of attracting general atrention, nor meed would cart y and ftnality which the new ™

. . o ) . .h,)l:n‘shi[ . . oo reation O{te“ te“ded to stifle
thetr admixture of purelyv administrative detail with archadlovical materid hive o M”("\. that because of thewr very hn:l\\t)‘ those pub\\LdUO 5
o ! ¢ Seco AN .

afforded very inviting fare for the multitude, e literary works of the Survy her than to stimulate further research in the particu\ar. pa.ths‘trodc?en by t:\eell
which have brought Indian archivological research before '”H. public i a worthy it Now, the prv-vminmn object of the present pubhc;mon \s. to ma.ugural
of the Imiperial Scries {assoniated in just this very respect. Instead of silently accumule.ltmg during a 9“{3
for the most part with the name of Dr. Burgess) and the 2ests et Neports of e of vears the materials for some future volumes, and keeping these materla.s
General Cunningham. “(A““M ‘-\»- it _were, behind a hoarding until the fnished structure can be dis-
Of. the ([11;}lity of Dr. Burgess's reports it would nor be e o peak o hddert i‘this the intention to show \'ezlr by year exactly what materials have
overstrained praisc.  But Dr, Burgess made ni, ' ~ -
prehensive and connected survey of the il ane.
ous progress in s various parts

s nor did it occur 1o him 1o publish periad:c
of ‘his own important discoveries,

and . authors,
and permancent form are the massive reports

new pohiey

t‘]ni(‘d. b hev dd to
: e ; . R R . c r how thev can a
heen and are being colled ted, so that other labourers may know )

heap and, if possible, themselves build from it the ultimate edifice. In other

pretence ot (‘nlnlll«‘!m;: Aot
Indian continent In aosvstem of
the
words, 1t . lise the field of rescarch, desires and
Department, so far from Jooking to monopolise the he '

cp '

'l' “'l)“”A I\ th(‘ inluntmn, l)>' means (\f thebc pIObI(,bS P t ) h w
at the time lhl'_\‘ weoere made.

his tastes, Dr. Burgess concentrated his rare abilities
ties or on special tracts whose peealiar

\ _\'I)m’l.l]lxl n
0O1) Spe 1l CI.I\\"\ of _.””“l”i_

. ] ‘ ety re than
clitates the co-operation of every carnest student and learned society. Mo

B . . g . . . ; ‘l ‘ “ A

mterest tosemated hing, Soch e

'u)nl\i s

- : atte i thing of what the volumes
; y Tk s the intention to attempt to do for India some [y
The Buddhist Cuaves of Western India and 7 Aulequitioy of the Bidus ani Nurang- thos. 11 lh(l Fevpt Exploration Fund during the last 20 years have done for the
abad Districts exemplifv this trait. More than thar, the publication ot cach repon issucd by 1o T8,

! hs,—to attract wider and more abiding attention to India’s grand
: , ' the Pharaohs,—to . : ¢
was usually delayed until enough material had  heen acemmulated and studied  to Land of t

crorteal relics. Even if active co-operation shouid not always be
« of historical relies. Even if active co-ope | et
able a ¢ e A . asure-house o e ; odically
enable a complete monograph to be produced, that should be fit G ~tand as the treas  enerous interest and sympathy at least, it is hoped, will peri 'd y
. . . [ ’ " . - -
final word on the subject for the next generation During the 20 vears trom 1874 f.,ltl\«(‘}“";h l\l the public led to view the work of the Department as something not
A MMANY e A . ‘ ’ . . Coexctted, am '
to 1902 as manv as 32 miscellancous volumes of the Jmpertal Serzes saw the ligh be ¢

. Sr concern.
R . . Sde the range of the , . . n
without any semblance of periodicity s that is to sav, sometimes  one volime outside the st abject of the new “ Annual ' being thus explained, the scopi ahd
. . R - 1 he primary ) . - of the
appeared in five years, sometimes five volimes came out i one vear - and I If e contents next require some exposition. But a short account
' cter of the ’

still large tracts of India and F urther India which have been lefy quite and of the transformation it has lately undergone must, for the sake
It should be added that Dr. ] ‘

th(-rc- dare
Jrara
tuntohe d, char

| - partment itself
surgess had nine coadjutors, who were separaely p o

. .

1 : : . . . C clearness, come first.
SpOI]Slb]C bct\\'ccn thUHI f()r l() ()f [hc ‘;2 \‘()h“"(:\‘, .’(” ()l \\‘I]](‘]) (.““t“}””l' i \"”‘\'““\' (\‘ (1(4“” y .
degrees to the monumenta) value of the Imperial Series.

Archeeological Department may be said to open with the
I < 5T

: ' . ~ v The history of the : “Di
General Cunningham's reports were personal deseriptions of archaeological tours [he ) Alexander Cunningham to be ‘ Director

' m 18 ajor-General Sie
| | | . o n - qt in 1802 of Mag
m specially interesting districts or arcas, and the 23 volumes, waich were produced appointment

[} %
- : a oe “to make an accurate
. . - - ‘q nnpos¢,d the charb
. A . . TN Upon this officer was . ;
I as many vears between 1862 and 1884, contamed o great mass of mtormation, of Archeology, t hs a5 most deserve notice, with the history of them so far as
m ised i 1 . 1 y Fint [ suc mams 2 .
svstematised to some extent, according to the hght then avalable.  Fach volume  ® . description of such rat

. M "
it are retained regarding them.

. . . . . . scord of the traditions that

embodied the results of a stngle complete tour, lavishly illustrated, but was published and a rec

it o1s traceable,

i in this creation of a new office; on
| ‘ | ’ as Jeme scognised permanence in t .
in a leisurely way some two or three vears after the tour had been made.  Like There was no element of'rult)hml\ ps looked upon as something to be accomplished
l ' . : ‘ ] ~ e . N TN Yy vork wa
Dr. Burgess’s works, though running in a different groove and on another plane of the contrary, archzological v

ed ropped. By the vear 1851 ideas on the
in a few vears, duly recorded and then dropp 3 5 A
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subject had become somewhat more expanded ; General Cunningham's appointment
was declared by a Resolution to be that of ¢ Director-General of the Archivological
Survey of India,” and his duty was defined to be
over the whole country and a systematic record and deseription of all architectural
and other remains that are remarkable alike for their antiquity, or their beauty, or their
historical interest.”  But, although now nominally the head of the Archieological Survey
in all India, General Cunningham, owing to the geographical limitations of his work,
actually remained the head of the Survev in Northern India onlv o ndeed, the Survey
was not introduced into the Madras and Bombay Presidencies until 1874, and on that

“ to superintend a complete search

extension being made, the charge of the two Presidencies was separately viven to

g ) g ] y U
Dr. Burgess, Morcover, the Dircctor-General lacked the support of 2 proper staff of
£ ) proj
provincial surveyvors, so that virtually he “dirccted” no activities but his own and
those of the assistants working with him.  With what ability and industry General
Cunningham discharged his mission, however, his 23 volumes deseriptive of 23 vears’
touring sufficiently attest.

[t is specially to be observed herc that repair and conservation formed no part
of the Director-General’s responsibilitics ; thesce duties were assumed to be suffi-
cientlv looked after by the Local Governments on whom they had been wiged by
many successive orders. [t was not until 1878 that some quadms began to be felt
by Lord Lytton concerning this arrangement, and the then Viecroy wrote in a
Minute :—* The prescrvation of the national antiquities and works of art ought
not to be exclusively left to the charge of Tocal Governments which miy  not
always be alive to the importance of such a duty.,
combine @sthetic culture with administrative cnergy

Licutenant-Governors who
are not hikelv to be very
common, and I cannot conccive any claims upon the administrative iitiative and
financial resources of the Supreme Government more essentiallv imperial than this.”
As a tact, this Minute was penned with definite knowledge that many of the greatest
buildiigs and monuments of ancient Indin were Slell‘(lily sinking'inlo a deplorable
condition. The outcome of Lord Lytton's ideas wis a proposal to appoint a
Curator of Ancient Monuments who, combining ¢ngineering with archivological
knowledge, should hold the position of 4n ['n(ller S;t(‘rt'l:l!‘\' in the Public Works
Department and be fortified in dealing with difficult questions  of repair and
restoration by a Committee of Taste. It was to be the duty of the Curator
“to prepare classified lists of the monuments of each Province, grouping them
according as thev required to be kept in permanent good repair, or were decaved
beyond that point but still not in complete ruin, or were unimportant or irretrievably
ruined.”  He was also to state the amounts required in each case for special repair
or maintenance, and to what extent they were forthcoming from local resources. The
Government of India were then to arrange with each Local Government as to the
Imperial grant to be made to the Province in aid of local resources for the preserva-
tion of ancient monuments,

At first the proposal failed to commend itself to the Secretary of State, who took
the view that the Director-General and the Governors of British Provinces combined
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could very well look after the interests of conservation, and that'a curator would be a
kind of 6fth whecl in the coach. But when the Government, in a later despat.ch n
1880, argued that the Director-General was sufficiently bu‘sy with research without
being bx;rdened with conservation also; thaF much .destructnon and decay were mean-
while going on, leading to lamentable and irremediable losses ; and that many of t'he
oreat Indian monuments werc not situated in any British Province but in Native
‘:crritor\', the Secretary of State (Lord Hartington) admitted that a strong case had
been made out for a temporary special appointment. Accordingly, early in 1881, Major
Cole, R.E., was appointed Curator of Ancient Monuments for a period of three years.

Gifted with the qualities of knowledge, industry and enthusiasm, Major Cole at
once set about examining the most important ancient buildings in British and Native
India, and the result was an output of three annual reports, formulating a valuable
though naturally incomplete programme of conservation work for the future. Besides
these reports, Major Cole was responsible for the series of folio volumes which
appearcd under the title  Preservation of National Monuments in India,” and which
contained some cxceptionally fine illustrations, with brief explanatory notes, of the
most famous buildings and antiquities in charge of the Curator. At the end of three
vears, Major Cole's appointment terminated, and his reports are to this day the sole
works of permanent value dealing with conservation as distinct from research among
all the bibliography representing 32 years' archeological activity in India. On the
Curatorship ccasing to exist, the work of conservation relapsed into the hands of the
Local Governments as before : but the energies of the Curator had not been expended
wholly n vain, since they may be said to have laid the foundation, in theory at

least, of an organised scheme of permanent conservation. To what limited extent
this foundation has since been built upon in the

: Intervening twenty vears will be
briefly indicated later.

When General Cunningham  retired in 1885, Dr. Burgess, who till then by his
labours as Archieological Survevor for Madras and Bombay had provided the com-
plement of General Cunningham'’s work in Northern India, was promoted to be head
of the entire Archieological Department. At the same time the functions of conserva-
tion were amalgamated with those of survey and research, Moreover, five Survey
areas were mapped out—namely, Madras, Bombay, the Punjab (with Sind and
Rajputana), the North-West Provinces (with Central India and the Central Provinces),
and Bengal (with Assam); and a Surveyor was to be assigned to each. As a
matter of fact onlv three Surveyors were appointed—for the Punjab, the North-West
Provinces and Bengal ; Dr. Burgess being still expected to superintend, with the
help of two Assistant Surveyors, the detailed operations in the Madras and Bombay
Presidencies in addition to his new imperial duties.

There was no intention even then, however, of making the re-organised Depart-
ment a permancent institution.  An archaological survey was still regarded as some-
thing which once done was done for ever; and. n Yiew of the extent ot ground
covered by General Cunningham’s 23 years of touring, it was hopefully thought that
‘n about five vears more the new Director-General would be able to complete the
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whole task, disband the Survev, and safely hand over the subsequent simple daties
of conservation to the Local Governments,  Indeed, when, shortly after Dr. Burgess's
promotion, the progress of archaological work in the Bombay and Madras Presiden-
cies came under review, it was decided, ' in order to bring it to a termmation within
a reasonable time,’ to engage the services of an additional officer, Dr. Hultzsch, as
Epigraphist, for the translation of inscriptions in the Sanskrit, Pali. and Dravidin
languages.

It is, by the wayv, significant of the views which were still entertamed regarding
the powers of the Director-General, that Dr. Hultzsch and also Mr. Rea, the Madras
Surveyor, were made directly subordinate to the Government of Madras, and- the
other provincial Surveyors were instructed similarly to conduet their duties in regard
to the repair and restoration of buildings of antiquity i dircet correspondence with
the local authoritics ; while Dr. Fihrer, Epigraphist for Northern India, had to submit
his reports to Dr. Hultzsch. In 1886, however, these anomalous arrangements
were reversed, and Dr. Burgess became a real as well as a nominal Director both of
research and conservation.

Another incidental point to be noted here 1s that much importance was attached
to the enlistment of native talent in the discovery and translation of mseriptions and
records in the ancient native languages, and one of the secondary objects  of
Dr. Hultzsch’s appointment was to impart {o those native Survevars who might be
selected to assist him the training which would qualify them for more or less mndepen-
dent research,

In 889, when only four years had passed, Dr. Burgess decided to follow
General Cunningham into retirernent.  He had then rendered brilliant archicological
service in various capacities for fifteen years; and it may be remarked here that
since his retirement he has added another fifteen years of cditorial work to the record.
His withdrawal proved the signal for something like disruption in the Department.
An era of retrenchment had just begun in Government offices, and drastic ideas of
economy were finding favour. The Finance Committee, which the Government ol
India had appomted to overhaul expenditure in all branches of the Public Serviee,
commented on what thev regarded as the unduly high cost of the Archivological
Survey, and the Government thercupon determined upon wholesale reductions. The
post of Director-General was allowed to remain vacant; virtually, it was abolished.
Provincial Surveyors were retained in Madras and Bombay, and the North-West
Provinces continued to employ Dr. Fihrer on a small pay as well as an Assistant ;
but Bengal, the Punjab, Burma, and the Native States were left without Survevors,
Even this attenuated Survey establishment was sanctioned for only five years (from
1890) ; the official opinion then being that by the end of that perind the work of the

Archxological Survey in India would, so far as Government was concerned, be .

generally completed.

With the year 1890, then, the low-water mark in the checkered history of the
Archzological Department in India was reached, and for the next five vears, down
to 1803, the situation remained uneventfully at that depressed level. Tt will be seen
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that the outlook was sufficiently gloomy. The Director-General, who had devoted
his talents for the most part to research and discovery (including the exploration of
buricd sites and the collection of inscriptions), was gone.  The Curator, whose one
dutv had been to arrange for the up-keep of recognised ancient monuments, was gone
t0o. Half of India was shorn of its archazological staff altogether, and in the other
half conservation was abandoned to the Local Governments, with no central authority
to ascertain how the responsibility was being interpreted or whether it was being
discharged at all ; and although it is new known that much was undoubtedly done by
the Local Governments from 1880 onwards to preserve the most important ancient
buildings, no connected statement existed of what had been or was being done, while
it was certain that the lists of monuments supposed to require official conservation
were cverywhere incomplete.  The annual reports of the Surveyors in Madras,
Bombay, and the North-West Provinces were confined to brief narratives of archzo-
Jogical tours and descriptions of buildings and ruins visited and surveved. They
gave no information as to the present condition of the great historical monuments, or
as to the measures taken during the year by the Provincial Public Works Depart-
ments to preserve them, nor did they contain any suggestions or recommendations
as to conservation. Besides the ancient monuments in the possession of the
Government, there are two other important classes of historical relics,—those held by
Trusts or Societies, and those held by private individuals; but the annual provincial
reports contained no reference to these. It is now known that in the North-West
Provinces, and especially in Lucknow, much was done by the Local Government to
secure the proper application of endowments for the up-keep of such monuments, and

to supplement the endowments by grants-in-aid, but this knowledge is not obtainable
from the records of the Archwological Department.

In 1895 it became time for the Government to consider what the future of the
Archeological Department was to be. After consulting the Provincial Govern-
ments, and after weighing the strong pleas for the continuance of archzeological work
submitted by such authorities as the Royal Asiatic Society of London and the Indian
Muscum, Caleutta, the Government of India, going back upon former ideas, came to
the conclusion (at the end of three vears) that it was neither possible to disband the
Survey altogether, nor advisable to maintain it on its then reduced and ineffective
scale.  But this decision was assoclated with an emphatic declaration that the
operations must in future be directed almost exclusively towards conservation, as
possessing claims incomparably more urgent than those of research. At the same
time, they were careful to disclaim any wish to discourage original work, but thev held
that the limited sum which they felt justified in spending on archaological work should
primarily be devoted to conserving the known rather than to searching for the unknown.

Accordingly a fresh rc-organisation of the Department was decided upon. The
new scheme provided for the constitution of five Survey Circles,—namely, Madras (with
Coorg), Bombay (with Sind and Berar), the Punjab (with Baluchistan and Ajmer),
the North-West Provinces (with the Central Provinces), and Bengal (with Assam).
Each Circle was to be placed in charge of an Archzological Surveyor, to be paid
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imperially but conrolled provincially, whose duty it would be to compile a classified list
of archzological remains, to advise and assist his Local Government concerning the
effective preservation of these remains, and to fill up any spare time he might have
by prosecuting archaological research.  Each Circle was to be cquipped with two
draftsmen and a small travelling establishment for the collection of coins and inscrip-
tions. The expenditure to be incurred on the local establishments was accepted as
an Imperial charge, save in the case of Madras where, being already a Provineial
charge, it was to continue as such. Burma was provided for separatcly by the con-
tinuance of the existing Impcrial grant to the Local Government of Rs. 10,000 a vear.

To round off the whole scheme, it was determined to make the :1ppnintnm.nt of
Epigraphist permanent so long as Dr. Hultzsch—an officer of exceptional attain-
ments—might continue to hold it. There had been a proposal during the time when
the scheme was still being formulated, to abolish the appointment of Government
Epigraphist and to discontinue the publication of the Lpigraphta Indica, on the
ground that private individuals and learned societies might more appropriately under-
take both the expenditure and the labour; but the arguments against this idea
appeared so forcible, that it was eventually abandoned. [ particular, it was realised that
Dr. Hultzsch and his staff were the only people living who could decipher the old Tamil
inscriptions, and, further, that Epigraphy was not only a subject of scientific impor-
tance in which the learned world was much interested, but also one which might throw
useful light on many problems of modern administration. But as Dr. Hultzsch was
essentially a Southern Indian specialist, the Government of India, while deciding on
his permanent retention, proposed to encourage the entertainment of Honorary
Epigraphists in other Provinces, and to relax Dr. Hultzsch's editorial monupoly h:\'
allowing them to prepare inscriptions for publication in the Epigraphia Indica,

The foregoing scheme came into force in May 1899. It will be observed that
it still contemplated that all initiative and responsibility in the matter of conservation
should rest with the Provincial Governments, and that it made no provision either for
enabling the Government of India to inform themseclves as to how this responsibility
was being discharged or for the svstematised central guidance of the provincialised
archzological staff.

In 1900, the mild reaction which had previously set in against past fethargy
became greatly intensified and led to another development, destined, it may be hoped,
to impart a sustained impulse to the resuscitated Arch:eological Department.  The
first note in this fresh movement was struck in a specch which the Viceroy, Lord Curzon,
delivered at a mceting of the Asiatic Society at Calcutta on the st February, 189,
a few weeks after he had landed in India. He there accepted the encouragement
of research, the promotion of archzological study, and the preservation of the relics
of the past as “a part of our imperial obligation to India,” and announced his inten-
tion to pursue an active policy in this respect during his term of office. A year later,
before an audience of the same Society, he elaborated the same theme, and thus

graphically condensed the checkered story of the past = -
“ There has been, during the last 40 years, some sort of sustamed effort on the
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part of Government to recognis= its responsibilities and to purge itself of a well-

" merited reproach. This attempt has been accompanied, and sometimes delayed,

by disputes as to the rival claims of research and of conservation, and by discussion
over the legitimate spheres of action of the Central and the Local Governments.
There have been periods of supineness as well as of activity. There have been
moments when it has been argued that the State had exhausted its duty or that it
possessed no duty at all. There have been persons who thought that, when all the

‘chief monuments were indexed and classified, one might sit with folded arms and

allow them slowly and gracefully to crumble into ruin. There have been others who
argued that railways and irrigation did not leave a modest half-lakh of rupees per annum
for the requisite establishment to supervise the most glorious galaxy of monuments
in the world. Nevertheless, with these interruptions and exceptions, which I hope may
never again recur, the progress has been positive and on the whole continuous. It
was Lord Canning who first invested archzological work in this country with perma-
nent Government patronage by constituting in 1860 the Archaeological Survey of
Northern India and by appointing General Cunningham in 1862 to be Archzeological
Surveyor to Government. From that period date the publications of the Archaolo-
gical Survey of India, which have at times assumed different forms and which
represent varying degrees of scholarship and merit, but which constitute on the whole
a noble mine of information in which the student has but to delve in order to discover
an abundant spoil,”

Before the close of the year the definite proposals of the Government of India
had gone home to the Secretary of State. They embraced a definite policy of more
active work, of closer supervision, and of larger outlay. The Government of India
declared it to be indefensible that they should divest themselves of all responsibility
for the preservation of monuments which, in the words of Lord Lytton, are “f<;r
variety, extent, completeness and beauty unsurpassed, perhaps unequalled, in the
world”  They felt that it would be the Supreme Government, and not the Provincial
Governments, who would always be held in the judgment of the civilised world
primarily responsible for maintaining intact this great inheritance, and they thought
it unsafe to trust that the subordinate Governments would always be alive to the
importance of the duty or would always be willing or able, under the pressing exigen-
cies of provincial finance, to devote funds to it. They felt the necessity of someone
at the head of the operations, who could not only assist local effort from an imperial
standpoint with that advice and guidance which had been lacking since the days
of Dr. Burgess, but could also maintain a continuous record of the archaological
needs of the various Provinces, and of the work undertaken to meet those needs.
They accordingly urged the re-appointment of a Director-General of Archaology,
and the expenditure of a sum of not less than one lakh of rupees per annum
for a term of years—to be expended in grants-in-aid for archzological work of
special importance and magnitude. These proposals were sanctioned by the
Secretary of State in the latter part of 1901, and the new Director-General, who
was appointed for a term of five years, arrived in India to take up his duties early

in 1902,
C
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But meanwhile—in 1goi—another important reform had been put through.
Although most of the great archzological monuments of India are situate within the
territories administered by the various Local Governments, the Native States are by
no means devoid of interesting historical relics ; vet until then no effective machinery
had been provided for the work of archaological conservation in territories adminis-
tered by indigenous rulers or chiefs. By an order of the Government of India in the
Foreign Department, dated the 4th June, 1901, this scrious omission was at last
remedied. Kashmir, Rajputana, and the Punjab Native States, as well as Dir, Swat,
.and Chitral, were added to the charge of the Surveyor of the Punjab-Baluchistan-Ajmer
Circle ; Baroda, Central India, Hyderabad (Deccan), and the Bombay Native States
were added to the charge of the Surveyor of the Bombay-Berar Circle ; and the
Native States within the political jurisdiction of the Governments of Madras and
Bengal were added to the charge of the Surveyors of the Madras-Coorg and Bengal-
Assam Circles, respectively. It may be added that the Circle Surveyors have been
instructed carefully to avoid any action which might causc misrepresentation of
the aims of the Government of India or give offence to the Darbars whom it is
desired to assist. No orders or instructions are to be given by the Surveyors to the
officials of any Native State, and all suggestions or criticisms are to be conveved
to the Darbar through the medium of the Political authoritics. Hereafter it may
be found possible to induce the more important of the Native States to entertain
an Arch=zologist of their own, as in Mysore, where the conservation of monuments
and other questions of archxological interest have received the special attention
of the Darbar. In the meantime every endeavour will be made to enlist the
sympathies of the Native States in the task temporarily entrusted to the Circle
Surveyors.

In concluding this outline of the history of the Archieological Survey in India,
jt will be appropriate to describe exactly and in detail the duties of the new Director-
General, because, although nominally the successor of Sir Alexander Cunningham and
Dr. Burgess, he is charged with responsibilities extending considerably beyond the
sphere of archzological research whercin his predecessors confined  their labours,
‘The most important of his functions is to sccure that the ancient monuments
of the country are properly cared for, that they are not utilised for purposes which are
inappropriate or unseemly, that repairs arc executed when required, and that any
restorations, which may be attempted, are conducted on artistic hines.  In  this
respect his position will be generally similar to that occupied by the Curator of
Ancient Monuments, who held office from 1880to 1883. But his duties extend tothe
exercise of a general supervision over all the archwological work of the country,
whether it be that of excavation, or preservation, or repair, or of the registration
and description of monuments and ancient remains, or of antiquarian research ; heis
1o assist the provincial Surveyors in ascertaining and formulating the special require-
ments of each Province ; and to advise the Government of India asto the operations
for which special subsidies may be allotted from Imperial funds. He is to co-ordinate
and bring up to date the local Survey and reports ; and he is to submit annually

®
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to the Government of India a report on the progress effected during each official.
year.

The salient fact to be gathered from the foregoing brief historical sketch is that
archzological activities in India were originally turned into too narrow a path. They
aimed primarily at research, instead of at conservation, as if oblivious of the fact that
research is a work that can be taken up equally well at any period by any qualified
person or organisation, with or without official aid; whereas conservation in these
quick-moving times is a duty of urgency devolving upon the Government of the day
with the certain knowledge that no future solicitude will be able to repair the
consequences of past neglect. Further, it appears that even the research work,
brilliant though it was in scholarship, was begun without system and continued in a
desultory manner, entirely omitting large and important parts of the country. Finally,
the reader may see how, after many years, opinion has at last swung round, bringing
conservation uppermost for the time being and until the task has been discharged, but

still allowing to exploration, excavation, epigraphy, and general research their due
places in the official programme.

With the past thus set forth, the present almost explains itself. As now re-organ-
iseq, the. Archzological Department stands for the first time on a firm administrative
basis, with a consistent policy, definite responsibilities, and a systematised pro-
gramme, There can be but two main functions of an Archaological Survey,—inves-
tigation and conservation; and of these conservation is, for the present at an)’f rate, to-
be paramount, on the ground that if the material is carefully preserved, it can be e’xa-'
mined at leisure and by any qualified agency, paid or unpaid. Especially is this priority
of conservation emphasised in the case of those architectural or historical monuments.

whose preservation may be regarded as a duty owing not to India alone, but to the
whole civilised world.

In view of the stress thus laid upon the importance of conservation—a stress.
which the whole contents of the present publication will be found indirectly to-
emphasise,— it may be appropriate to quote Lord Curzon’'s strong views on the subject
as expressed in the speech already noticed, which His Excellency delivered to the
Asiatic Society of Bengal : —

“In the course of my recent tour, during which [ visited some of the most
famous sites and beautiful or historic buildings in India, I more than once remarked
in reply to Municipal addresses that I regarded the conservation of ancient monu-
ments as one of the primary obligations of Government. We have a duty to our
forerunners, as well as to our contemporaries and to our descendants,—nay, our duty
to the two latter classes in itself demands the recognition of an obligation to the
former, since we are the custodians for our own age of that which has been bequeathed
to us by an earlier, and since posterity will rightly blame us if, owing to our neglect,
they fail to reap the same advantages that we have been privileged to enjoy. More-
over, how can we expect at the hands of futurity any consideration for the productions.
of our own time—if indeed any are worthy of such—unless we have ourselves shown a

C2
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like respect to the handiwork of our predecessors? This obligation, which I assert
and accept on behalf of Government, is one of an even more binding character in
India than in many European countries. There, abundant private wealthis available
for the acquisition or the conservation of that which is frequently private property.
Corporations, Societies, Endowments, Trusts provide a vast machinery that relieves the
Government of a large portion of its obligation. The historic buildings, the magnifi-
cent temples, the inestimable works of art arc invested with a publicity that to some
extent saves them from the risk of desecration or the encroachments of decav,  Here,
all is different. Indiais covered with the visible records of vanished dynasties, of for-
gotten monarchs, or persecuted and sometimes dishonoured creeds.  These monuments
are for the most part, though there are notable exceptions, in British territory,
and on soil belonging to Government. Many of them are in out-of-the-way places,
and are liable to the combined ravages of a tropical climate, an exuberant flora, and
very often a local and ignorant population who sce only in an ancient building the
means of inexpensively raising a modern one for their own convenience.  All these
circumstances explain the peculiar responsibility that rests upon Government in India.”

It will now be plain to the reader that, as the scope of this * Annual ™ is to be
co-extensive with current archaological operations, the contents will relate first and
principally to Conservation, secondly, to Exploration and Rescarch, and lastly, to
Epigraphy. Under each head a plain tale will be told of the year's work, wi(hnul' any
straining after literary effect. As now constituted, indeed, the Survey staff has Ho
leisure for the refinements of archieological disquisition; it is essentially an active, not
a contemplative corps, and its duty will therefore be to place before European
scholars material for elucidation rather than to attempt clucidation on its own
account.

If, under the new conditions of work, there was a danger that the Survey might
degenerate into a mere monument-repairing dcpztrtmcnt, such a possibility is now
precluded by the generous ideal which His l‘:,\'(tvllcn("\' the \’i(-cr())' has upheld to all
concerned :—* It is in the exploration and study of purcly Indian remains, in the
probing of archaic mounds, in the excavation of old Indian cities, and in the copying
and reading of ancient inscriptions, that a good deal of the exploratory work of the
archzologist in India will in future lic.  The later pages of Indian history are known
to us and can be read by all.  But a curtain of dark and romantic mystery hangs over
- the earlier chapters, of which we arc only slowly beginning to lift the corners.  This
also isnot less an obligation of Government. Epigraphy should not be set behind
research any more than research should be set behind conservation.  All are ordered
parts of any scientific scheme of antiquarian work. 1 am not one of those who think
that Government can afford to patronise the one and ignore the other. It is in my
judgment equally our duty to dig and discover, to classify, reproduce, and deseribe, to
copy and decipher, and to cherish and conserve.”  And in point of fact—as the
reader will discern in the following pages—a considerable impetus is at the prese nt
moment being communicated to exploration not less than to conscrvation,

It may be hoped that the “ Annual” will serve to stimulate the interest not only
of the public but of the Survey Officers themselves in what is being done.  Instead of
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feeling, as in the past, that they are working in the dark on desultory schemes to no
consistent end, Survey Officers will henceforth be sustained by the knowledge that
good work during the year will obtain regular and prominent notice, and that it wi)l
meet with the appreciation in the Archzological World, which it deserves.

As various pens are to be employed in the production of this “ Annual” nothing
like uniformity of style or of matter will be attainable. Some of the writers are
Natives; some others are Continentals. Some of the subjects of the articles are
popular ; others technical. Some of the work described is of universal importance ;
other work is of comparatively minor significance. Editorial supervision can therefore’
go no further than to secure that what is admitted into the ““ Annual” contains that
whi¢h j1.1stiﬁes its being pub!ished. Beyond that point responsibility will rest distribu-
ti.vely with t}')e several contributors, each individual being allowed to tell his story in
his own fashion.
sketc?]:z.l]ar]s}(‘nii :; :}f:zsé)ll;:atls:ile ei:ustrations,. the reproductiong the plans, and the
‘ . prepared in England ; some in Madras ; and some
in other parts of India or Burma, They are to be appraised, therefore, independently

according to their unequal individyal iti .
qualities, and not viewed a i isti
whole. s a single artistic

J. H. MaARSHALL.
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IN the following general account of the past year’s conservation work and in the

special articles which supplement it, only those operations which are considered
of some importance are noticed. The object of this *“ Apnual” would hardly be
served by detailing fully and exactly all the small miscellaneous repairs carried out by
the Survey. Minor works, it is true, seem to constitute the bulk of the vearly task i
more than one province, but a description of these undertakings, however necessary
they may have been to the preservation of the buildings, would entail a wearisome
repetition of measures like the clearing away of overgrowing jungle, the crasing of
hideous, it well meant, whitewash, and the resetting of crumbling masonry,  Should,
however, any information about them be desired, it may be found in the ;cgular pro-
vincial reports of the Archzological Surveyors. The single aim of the present
narrative is to give an account of those features of current archieological activity
which are most likely to interest the general student of Indjan architecture, particu-
larly in cases where monuments of world-wide celebrity are concerned.

In order to amplify and to illustrate the general summary in cases where expanded
treatment seemed requisite, various Archewological Officers have prepared special
articles, each dealing descriptively at first hand with the work carried out upon a
single building or group of connected buildings. As the subjects of these special
contributions are #pso facto of preponderating importance, it will be convenient to

begin here by indicating the monuments with which they deal. These are as
follows :=—

WESTERN INDIA

. Sidi Sayyad’s Mosque at Ahmadabad; Mosque of the Gol Gumbaz, Bijapar,
BENGAL .

. The Asoka pillar in the neighbourhcod of Rampurwa: the Jain caves at
Khandagiri; the temple on the hill at Mundeivari; the temples at
Bhubanesvar ; the Black Pagoda at Konarak, and several Muhammadan
buildings at Gaur, Panduah, and Rohtasgarh.

UNITED PROVINCES. Jahangirt Mahall, Salimgarh, Diwan-i-‘Amm, Angari-Bagh, Machbhs

Bhawan, Moti Masjid, Fat hpuri Masjid, Saheli Bur}, and the Taj Mahall

at Agra; and the Tomb of Akbar at Sikandarah.

PUNjaB . . Qil‘a-i-kuhna Masjid, Delhi.
RAjpUTANA . . Arhai-din-ka-Jhormpra, and Pavilions of Shih Jahan, Ajmir.
SOUTHERN INDIA . Chennakésavasvami temple at Sompalle. Old fortitied wall of Madras.

Burma . . The Palace at Mundalay,
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All the buildings in the foregoing list, save the .old wal.l of Madras, may
justly claim to rank among the finest examples of Indian architecture extant, af)d
there are few readers, it may be opined, who will not be pleaﬁed to tu.rn to the special
articles which describe their conservation, and to leflrn in detail the measures
which have recently been taken to rescue them from misuse or decay and to restore
to them some measure of their ancient beauty.. To ensure, h.owever, that the ,follow-
ing summary may convey a Connect.ed and falrly c9mplete idea of the year’'s sum
of labour, it will be necessary to give a brief ou:dme of the .grc?und embraced by
these articles, and to supplement it by a more lexsurely. description of those other
measures, which, either because they are of less general mtel:est or because they are
still far from complete, do not require to be separately dlscussgd at the pres'ent
juncture. The consequence of thus giving prominence to the less 1r.nportant subject
matter, while only briefly noticing the more important, will be to distort m.some measure
the true perspective of what is described ; but this is a difficulty which cannot well
be avoided, and, after all, it matters little if it is borne in mind that a perusal of the
special articles is necessary to bring the whole picture into focus. .

A word of explanation seems called for as to the geographical arrangement

adopted in the following pages. The monuments are grouped according to archzo-

logical “ Circles,” the chief Province or Presidency in each circle being first referred
to, and afterwards the Native States or lesser administrations grouped around it.
The arrangement is not a very satisfactory one, inasmuch as the areas of these
« Circles” are quite arbitrary, and correspond to no political or natural divisions
of the country, butit has at least the advantage of Departmental convenience : while
the route over which the reader will be taken—starting on the Bombay side and
finishing in Burma—is one which any tourist in India might quite naturally follow,

Bombay.—At Ahmadabad the mosque of the slave nobleman Sidi Sayyad is
no longer perverted to mean utilitarian uses. The many deformities which were
perpetrat,ed in order to convert it into a modern district treasury and which, incredible
though it secms, were allowed to obscure the exquisite beauty of its demi-lune windows,
have been removed, while the precincts have been restored to their original
state. For many vears debarred by the stringent rules observed in all treasury
buildings from crossing the official threshold, the public once more enjoys free access
to the interior, and Ahmadibad has regained an acquisition to its architectural
attractions which alone would reward the visitor for his journey there.

From the finely proportioned mosque of the Gol Gumbaz at Bijapar the unsightly
dak bungalow has been summarily obliterated, and the building, with its fine facade
and slender, graceful minars, has been rescued from rapid decline. It is a misfor-
tune that a portion of the bold and highly ornan‘lental cornice of this mosque was so
far decayed that its removal became imperative, but it is hoped that a complete
restoration of this striking feature may at some fut\_lre date be effected.

Of less importance are the improvements carried out at the rock-heu{n temples
at Elephanta. Past visitors to these caves may hav? a som(_awhat disagreeable
recollection of the difficulties of debarkation on the small 1sla.nd which f.orms the site
of these wonderful subterranean shrines. Future visitors will find their convenience
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consulted by an improved landing-stage. At both the Elephanta and the Kirle Caves
a considerable sum of money has also been spent in rebuilding proper quarters for
the custodians. These are not works to be dwelt upon descriptively, but their
utility will be appreciated by everyone familiar with the ground. It may be mentioned,
too, that the Archeological staff needs to be almost as assiduous sometimes in
preventing harm as in attempting good; witness a recent proposal to colour-wash
the figures in the Karle Caves and to whitewash an old carved black-stone temple,
Other works in the Bombay Presidency that similarly call for only passing men-
tion are the special repairs to the Ibrahim Rauza at Bijapar, to the Adalaj step-well
in Ahmadabad, and to some of the buildings at Champancr. In view indeed of the
ground covered by the special articles, it will suffice to add here, so far as Western
India generally is concerned, that the largest share of attention has been given to
Bijapur and Ahmadabad, where seventeen different buildings have been repaired at a
cost of more than Rs. 7,000 ; while in the remaining districts of the Presidency some
forty monuments —temples, mosques, caves, forts, and tombs—have come under repair.

Central India.—In Central India, by the desire of the Vieeroy Lord Curzon,
a comprehensive scheme has been prepared for the repair and conservation of the
splendid monuments of the Malva kings at Dhar and Manda.,  This scheme of course
applies only to relics already discovered and c¢xamined, But Dhar and Manda would
well repay a more complete and exhaustive survey than has ever yet been attempted.
Mr. Cousens writes in his annual report : “ We hardly know what is in Manda yet, the
place is so thoroughly overgrown with thick jungle and undergrowth, It would be a
delightful bit of work to explore the hill completely, and T hope it may fall to my lot
some day to do it. Even in our short visit we found many things that were new to us,
both in constructive and decorative detail. . . Al the country to the south and
west of Dhar, within the Central India Agency, is pr:utticall'y unknown so far as
antiquarian remains are concerned.  The few scraps of information I gleaned at Dhar
give promise of many interesting remains and places.  The Bagh Caves to the west,
which thirty years ago were intact, are now, [ hear, falling in and are so ruined that it
is now almost hopeless to do anything to them. This is much to be regretted, since
they had upon their walls fresco paintings similar to those which make the Ajantd
Caves so famous.”

The conservation of the sites of Dhar and Manda is thus a subject calling for
more than casual notice. Dhir, the capital of the State of the same name, in Central
India, lies thirty-three miles due east of Mhow, the well-known British Military
cantonment on the Rajputana-Malwa Railway ; and Mainda 1s twenty-four miles
south of Dhar. Dhar, and occasionally Manda, were the old capitals of the Hindu
kings of Malva, one of whom, the great Raja Bhojadeva, who reigned in the eleventh
century of our era, stands out pre-eminently for his prowess and literary attainments.
During his time some of the finest temples, that adorned Malvi, scem to have been
erected. Later, when Central India fell under the sway of Islam, Manpda became
the capitul of the Muhammadan Sultians of Malva, who set about building themselves
palaces and mosques, first with material pilfered from the old Hindu temples
(already for the most part desecrated and ruined by the inconoclastic fury of their
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earlier co-religionists), and afterwards with their own quarried material. Thus, nearly
all traces of the splendid shrines of the Paramaras of Malva have disappeared, save
what we find utilized in the ruined mosques and tombs; and the remains at Dhar
and Manda ‘may be said to consist now, almost wholly, of the ruins of the palaces,
mosques, tombs, fortifications, and reservoirs of the Muhammadan period. These
have been often described, the last writer being Captain E. Barnes, who contributed
a paper to the Fournal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society.! The
late Sir James Campbell also wrote a long and exhaustive account of Manda for the
same Fowrnal?and a ‘“ Bombay Subaltern’ many years ago penetrated the wild
and tangled jungle of Manda, and left behind him a most interesting and faithful
description of its ruins, We may go back still further, and add a royal author to the
list in the person of the Emperor Jahangir, and a British Ambassador to Jahangir in
the person of Sir Thomas Roe, whose brief remarks, read as a commentary on the
pretentious diary of the Emperor, are full of fascinating interest.  Jahangir made Manda
his capital for a short time, during which many of its old buildings were repaired
and its glories to some extent resuscitated ; but this was the last expiring flicker
of Mandw's greatness. To-day the jungle has closed in on its fortress. Many of
its monuments have been swept away. The famous Victory Tower of Mahmud
Khalji has fallen, and other buildings—both mosques and tombs—are crumbling to
their end. But the grandeur of the site must always remain impressive, and for the
monuments which are still left to attest the magnificence and taste of the Malva
kings, it may truly be said that there is hardly a group of remains in India upon which
the halo .Of age has shed such a splendour, or which is more worthy of being saved
to posterity.

Both Dhar and Manda were visited by His Excellency Lord Curzon in November
1902, when he left careful instructions for a systematic scheme of conservation.
The buildings which were to claim the first attention were the Jami‘ Masjid, Hushang’s
Tomb, and the Mosque of Dilawar Khan at Mapda, and the Lat Masjid and the
Kamal Maula Masjid at Dhar. The measures decided upon provide for the repair
of such portions of these buildings as were still left comparatively intact, and for the
protection of the remainder. It was determined also to clear the débris and later
additions from the Hindola Mahal and from the ruins commonly known as the Tower
of Victory. These works are now proceeding apace, with the happiest results, under
the guidance of Captain E. Barnes, the Political Agent, who has promised a full
account of them for a future report.

In the meantime, at the risk of anticipating the ultimate report, two discoveries
of more than ordinary interest made by Captain Barnes may be noticed. The first
occurred in the mihrab of the Kamal Mauld Mosque at Dhir.  The mosque itself
appears from local tradition and from the numerous indications and inscriptions found
within it to have been built on the site of, and to a large extent out of materials taken
from, a Hindu Temple, known to the inhabitants as Raja Bhoja’s School. This
inference was derived some time back from the existence of a Sanskrit alphabet and
some Sanskrit grammatical forms inscribed in serpentine diagrams on two of the

Volure XX1, Ne, LV, 1goz, p. 339 I 2 Volume X1IXN, 1895-97, p. 154.
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pillar bases in the prayer chamber and from certain Sanskrit inscriptions on the black
stone slabs imbedded in the floor of the prayer chamber, and on the reverse face of the
side walls of the mi/lrdb.

It is the discovery of the hidden inscriptions on the back of these side walls that
makes a story. At the angle of junction of the side and back wall of the milrad
are some holes large enough to admit a hand and arm, and it was entirely owing to
the fortunate chance of some one passing his hand through one of these apertures
and discovering letters on the back surface of the stones that the existence of these
inscriptions was revealed. The method employed to obtain a record of these nacces-
sible inscriptions is also worth telling.  Partial impressions were taken in the brst
instance by an ingenious system of paper rolled round jointed rods which were ine
serted through the apertures into the space behind the wall, and then unrolled 5 the
impression was then made by rubbing lamp black upon a pad fixed to the extremity
of a similar rod. This process was of course extremely Liborious but was deemed
well repaid by the results, so long, at least, as there appeared no chianee of removing
the stones. When, however, Lord Curzon visited Dhar in 1goz, he requested that
the repair of the mosque should be taken in hand, and that while this was being done
any slabs likely to bear inscriptions and the removal of which involved no danger,
should be taken out and examined. This work is still in progress, and the following
znterim information regarding it has been furnished by Mr. K. K. Lele, the Superin-
tendent of Education, Dhar State, who has been instrumental in recovering many
other inscriptions from that part of Central India.

The finest inscription is engraved on aslab of black stone (57 8”x 5°) which
was set up in the northern wall of the wm//rdb.  The language is Sanskrit and Prakrit,
There are 82 lines in all, containing the first two acts of a drama, written in praise of
the last great Paramara King, Arjunavarman (¢ 1210—1218 A. 1)), the igth in dese
cent from the founder Upendra, and the 10th from the famous Bhoja.  The remaining
portion of this stane-inscribed drama has not been found,  The drama commemorates
in particular the King’s victory over Jayasithha, the ruler of Gujarat (?), in the neigh-
bourhood of the mountain Parva Parvata (which Mr. Lele conjectures may be Pavagad
in the Panch Mahals). The corresponding slab on the opposite side of the mihrad
bears a Prakrit inscription of 83 lines, containing two odes in the Arya metre to the
tortoise incarnation of Vispu—one composcd by King Bhoja himself ; and  the
other by a poet of his Court. Both slabs have now been fixed sccurely i strong
frames and for the present are being preserved in the mosque. Besides the above,
eight other fragments of Prakrit inscriptions were brought to light, one of which,
consisting of 75 lines, is stated to have been composed by Rija Bhoja.

None of the fragments or of the more complete inscriptions possess any date.
All of them, it is hoped, will be published in extenso in due course.

The second discovery relates to the Tower of Victory and the excavation of what
was once the most spacious and lavishly decorated tomb in Minda. For the
following account of the affair the *“ Annual ” is indebted to Mr. H. Couscns, the
Archazological Superintendent of Western India, who has recently paid a visit to
the spot :—

“ Jahangir, in the account of the buildings of Dhar and Manda in his diary
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mentions a seven-storeyed tower or mZnar, standing out in front of the great Jami’
Masijid, which, he says, was erected by Sultan Mahmud Khalji. It is said to have
been built as a Tower of Victory after the Sultan had vanquished the forces of Rana
Kumbha of Chitor. Its height was 543 gas, its girth at the base was 50 gaz, while from
ground level to the top there were 171 steps. Sir James Campbell makes the gaz
three feet. Upon the middle of a great platform, about 270 feet square, and at the
same height above ground level as the courtyard of the great Jami‘ Masjid, supported
upon arched colonnades around its four sides, with round bastions at the corners, stood,
until the beginning of this year, a great unshapely mass of fallen masonry, out of
which rose portions of the four walls of a great building. This had been pointed
out as the remains of the great Tower of Victory, and up to the time of my visit
was accepted as such. At that time the workmen had removed about three-quarters
of the material in the interior and had brought to view the marble-lined walls of a
great chamber nearly 65 feet square, containing some graves over which were the
remains of some beautifully designed gravec-stones. Instead of the basement of a
Tower of Victory we found the remains of a magnificent tomb of white marble, which,
when complete, must have been the grandest building in Mandi, and ranked amongst
monuments of the first class in India. There is little doubt, from indirect evidence,
all pointing in the same direction, that we have here the tomb of the greatest of
Manda rulers, Sultain Mahmad. - Probably the first notable to be buried in it was
Khan Jahan, the father he loved so well.

“The interior measurement of the tomb is 64 feet g inches square, far larger
than Hashang's. It is of white marble, within and without, decorated with bands of
ornamental carving, the interstices of which have been filled in with black and yellow
stone so closely fitted that it is only the difference in colour of adjacent parts which
shows where the joints are. In addition to this there has been an abundance of
inlay work of red and green polished blood-stone, not in patterns of itself, but as
filling the interstices of scroll work carved in the marble. There is also a great deal
of coloured tile work, blue, white, green and yellow. There were three openings in
each of the four sides of the tomb, which were all, except the central one on the
west, facing the Jami‘ Masjid,—the entrance doorway—filled with lovely j@/z work;
and there are indications of a row, all round, of clear-story windows above these.

«“The workmen had cleared one grave of the remains of an exccedingly ornate
superstructure in inlaid black and yellow stone, but this grave was to the north of the
centre of the tomb. I got the men to clear the centre, when another grave was
found occupying the exact centre, with another, partly fallen in, touching it on the
east. A day ortwo later a beautiful white marble grave-stone, in one great block, was
found to the south-east of these, forced out of its position by the falling masses of
masonry above, The clearance of this building is still being pushed forward, and
‘nteresting discoveries may still be looked for. All the beautifully carved inscriptions,
which ran in bands around the frames of some of the windows, seem to be extracts
from the Koran.

“ But the Tower of Victory, or its site, had still to be located. Ascending the

roof of the porch of the jami‘ Masjid for a better view of the surroundings, it was at

e seen that, of the four bastions around the great basement of this ruined tomb,
D2
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the one at the north-west corner was far larger than the others, and it was. moreover,
solidly built, while the others are hollow with e¢ntrance arches. On measuring thes
we found the large one 150 feet in circumference, and the smaller ones only 8g fect.
The ruined, but undisturbed, masonry upon the big bastion rose to about twice the
height of the top of the basement, whereas the other bastions do not vise higher than
that level. Up through this solid bastion is a narrow staircase.  Here, then, without
a doubt, is the stump of the minar, or Tower of Victory, with the beginning of its
staircase, which contained 171 steps from the ground, as Jahangir s carcful to state,
for he gives its height, as may be gathered from the context, from the level of the
top of the basement or terrace on which the great tomb stood.  In the basement
below, running all around, are rooms and colonnades, the arches supported upon
massive pillars, and these run up to and abut upon the base of the mznar.  This was
the college said to have been built in connection with  the minar.  Sir James
Campbell, as already stated, took the gaz at 3 fect, so that the circumference of this
stump tallies with Jahangir's mcasurement of 30 gaz.  \We can now understand Sir
Thomas Herbert's account when he says it was a tower 170 steps high, supported upon
massive pillars and adorned with gates and windows very observable. It was built, he
adds, by Khan Jahan, who there lies buried.!  There are a fow of the corbel brackets,
which supported the balconied windows of the mindr, still intact.

“ Another discovery we made was that, beneath the inclined plane or ramp leading
up to the ruined porch of the great tomb, were the original steps. It was then decided
to clear away the ramp, which it was at first proposed to put into better order; but as
Captain Barnes has kindly undertaken to write a full account of the work carried out
at Mandgq, for a future issue of the “ Annual,” it 1s unnecessary here to describe the
work further. There are certain points it would be interesting to go into more fully.
Did Hashang build the great Jami‘ Masjid, or did Mahmad build it in commemoration
of Hushang? Hishang did not have his own tomb sufficiently far advanced to
be buried in it when he died. Is not the building, in Hindu style, on the west of
Hushang’s tomb, the College in which he is said to have been first buried?  The style
is half way between the purely Hindu erections of Dilawar Khin and the salid, square,
massive masonry of Mahmaid—built apparently in imitation of the former buildings before
the heavier style was introduced. Was not the Hindola Mahal one of Mahmad’s palaces ?
The answers to these questions will satisfy something more than passing curiosity.”

Bengal.—Passing eastward to Bengal, a whole scries of important projects has
there been taken up. ASoka’s broken pillar near Rampurwa, the separate pieces of
which lay half buried in a lonely swamp, is now being raised from its grave and
re-erected on the site where in all probability the great Buddhist Emperor himself
originaily set itup. The weird Jain caves at Khandagiri, crumbling away under their two
thousand years’ burden of age, have been protected against the further ravages of heat
and rain; and the two stone elephants, which lay broken in confuscd fragments hard
by, have been re-pieced and placed upon their feet again, flanking the front of the
Gane$a Gumpha, where they originally formed a guard-of-honour- On the summit of
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1 F.B.B. R. A. S, XIX, 1895-97, p. 168. The great tomb may have been known as Khiin Jahdn's tumb in
Mahmud’s lifetime and before he was buried in it, and this name may have stuck to the buijding.
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the deserted hill of Mundeévari the queer octagonal temple which lay half smothered
in its own accumlated déb s, the whole heap overgrown to the very roof with the rank
vegetation of the jungle, has been brought back to the civilised light of day, and
though the structure cannot now be restored to the form it bore twelve centuries ago,
efforts are being made to preserve all the essential features. Similarly, the numerous
temples at Bhubanesvar, some of which are in their own way quite unique, have been
rescued, not, it is true, from the same advanced stage of disintegration, but still from
a condition of more than incipient decay. Portions of the building which by the
loosening of stones had become unsafe have been dismantled and rebuilt, as far as
possible with the ancient material. The magnificent and costly temple of the Sun God,
known as the Black Pagoda, strangely reared six hundred years ago on what is now at
any rate a desert of sea sand at Konarak, has sunk into a state sadly different from
that which still delighted the world in the time of Abu-1-Fazl, who wrote: ‘“Even
those whose judgment is critical and who are difficult to please stand amazed at the
sicht”  Much, however, has been and is being done to remedy the inroads of time
and mischief. The plinth of the temple, which was buried in sand, has been laid open,
and is now seen to be full of startling carvings including representations of harnessed
horses and wheels, showing that the temple as a whole was designed to symbolise the
chariot of the glorious Sun God.

. Among the Muhammadan buildings of Bengal—relics of the independent Sultans
who had their capitals at Gaur and Panduah from the middle of the fourteenth to the
middle of the sixteenth century—there was and still is room for much protective and
restorative energy. It is the misfortune of these curious buildings, with their soft brick
fagades chiselled as elaborately as if of sandstone, that the glazed tiles, which form their
crowning ornament, excited general covetousness. Much of the spoliation was wrought
by Hindus in the carly days of the East India Company, for Gaur has always been famous
for its glazed tiles, but even to-day the hankering eye of the curio hunter is not at
rest. Of course the destruction of Muhammadan masterpieces with the object of
securing ornaments for vulgar Hindu buildings is not more reprehensible (nor more
common) than the demolition of Hindu architectural trophies to provide decorations
for common Muhammadan use. Many indeed of the old Muhammadan mosques
were themselves built up with materials plundered from still more ancient Hindu tem-
ples. Happily the time has at last gone by when some influential zamindar of Malda
could boldly deface a venerable Gaur relic that his new house might be adorned with
enamelled tiles. Instead of destruction, we have now re-construction. [t is, by the
way, a point of some interest that the inscriptions preserved on some of the monu-
ments, combined with numismatic evidence, have served to establish the exact
chronology of the Muhammadan rulers of Bengal, in place of the muddled tabula-
tion of dates which satisfied the compilers of the native records. At Panduah the
striking five-storeyed minar, evidently an imitation of the Qutb Minar at Delhi, has lost
its topmost storey and its pinnacle, but these are now in the way of being carefully
restored. Finally, the famous hill fort of Rohtasgarh and the many curious buildings
on the Rohtasgarh plateau, which form the only specimen of Mughal civil architec-
ture in Bengal, have been marked out for preservation, mainly because of the interest-
ing example they afford of the conditions of military life in those unrestful days.
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Assam.—In Assam, which belongs to the Bengal Circle, the Archivological Depart-
ment has so far done little more than survey the ground, and even the survey is far from
complete or exhaustive. Dr. Bloch made a tour of the provinee in the cold weather of
1902-03, and visited all the principal remains whose existence is known to the Depart-
ment. These lic in the districts of Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar, Cachar and
Sylhet. One important result of the tour is that a scheme can now be set going for
the conservation of, at any rate, the more important monuments, The temple of
Madhava-Hayagriva at Hajo, 14 miles north of Gauhati, was found to have been
badly damaged by the memorable carthquake of 1897, Indeed, it seems a wonder that
the building was not altogether razed to the ground as the carthquake was particularly
violent and destructive in that region.  The relic in question is one of the oldest of all
the Assam temples, and is of pre-Ahom origin, dating back to Saka 1505, which s
equivalent to 1583-84 of our cra.  As for the ancient capital of the Ahom Kings at
Ghurgaon, near Nazira, time and the clements have almost entirely obliterated 1, and
the single notable signpost of its existence is a fine three-storeyed building, which,
however, is so overgrown with jungle as to recall to the imagination the nursery story
of the Sleeping Beauty. And here it secems worth remarking that the exuberance of
wild vegetation in India is such that the fabled magical envelopment of the Sleeping
Beauty’s palace in a tangled mass of impencetrable forest is a phenomeron that in real
life confronts the Archwological Department again and again.  Once of the most pers
sistent and insidious encmies the archieological conservator has to fight is the
jungle.

A further proposal relating to Assam concerns the curious remains of the ancient
capital of the Kachari Kings at Dimapur. [t is estimated that the wall which belted
this strange old city was 13 miles in circumference, but the whole arca thus enclosed
has long been buried from human sight by a particularly rampant jungle, with the
exception of a small corner ncar the castern gate which, however, has only lately been
cleared. The woodman’s axe scems likely to be productive of interesting results here,
if funds for exploration can be made available,  In any case something, it is hoped,
can be done for the curious monolithic chessman pillars :-m(l bifurcated columns, which
now lie scattered about in broken picces.

United Provinces.—Lcaving Bengal and moving up country to the United Prov-
inces we passinto a tract, which is, so far as monuments are concerned, the richest in
_all India.  Here, in keeping with the magnitude of the task, the relatively large sum of
Rs.1,58,541 was expended during the year 1go2-03 on works of conservation, and of this
large amount no less than Rs.1,27,230 was spent in the Agra Division alone. Thanks to
the Public Works Department, the results happily arc not less conspicuous than the outlay
incurred to produce them. Agra indeed can boast of, perhaps, the greatest suceesses
that restoration has ever yet achieved in any part of India—greatest not only by reason
of the superlative importance of the monuments themselves, which have been rescued
from impending ruin, but by reason also of the exceptional skill of the local masons,
which has enabled them to copy the original carvings with scrupulous fidelity.  In
particular, a most striking improvement in the Fort has been produced by the complete
restoration of the imposing frontage of the Jahangiri Mahall, and of the dilapidated
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brick-supported kiosk, which stands on the south bastion flanking its great fagade.
The quaint square pavilion known as Salimgarh, which adorned the highest point of
Agra Fort, was until quite recently used as a canteen, and the better to adapt it to
that ignoble purpose the fine arches which open the pavilion on all four sides had
been bricked up and fitted with mistri-made doors and windows, while a barrack-
room verandah had been built up against the sun. To-day happily the canteen is
wiped out of sight, and the pavilion has regained its former beauty—except that the
modern whitewash has not yet been removed, because special precautions will be
needed to preserve the delicate paintings under the plaster.

In the square surrounding the Diwan-i-‘Amm, or Hall of Public Audience, which
visitors in the past used to remember only as an arsenal yard and convenient stand
for carriages, the military authorities have generously allowed the hideous modern
casemates to be demolished and the ancient arcades, which they screened from view,
to be restored in their entirety.  Only half of the quadrangle has been taken in hand
during the past year, but the transformation of this part has been complete. Along
with the repair of the dd/dns, much débris has been cleared away, and the old roads
and pavement, where the assembled audience stood before the Emperor, brought to
light and repaired.  Other parts of the Agra Fort have also received their share of
attention.  The Angtiri-Bagh and the Machhi Bhawan have both been restored more
exactly to their original condition, and at the Pear]l Mosque much has been done to
obliterate from its pure marbles the traces of rough usage and decay.

At the Taj Mahall and its surrounding buildings, the work of renovation has
peen energetically pushed forward. The squalid bazars have been cleared away from
its gates. The Fathpurl masjid on the right, and the Saheli Burj, corresponding to

it, on the left of the approaching road, have been rescued from a state of sad neglect

and once again recall their former selves. The colonnades flanking the approach have

been opened out and repaired and the untidy quadrangle, which precedes the main
entrance, has been converted into a well grassed and peaceful court.

Within the precinct of the tomb itself the gardens, with their watercourses,
fountains and flower beds, have been laid out more strictly in accordance with their
ancient designs, and considerable improvements have been made in the water supply of
the grounds, while the stately Mosque and its jawab have been structurally repaired
and beautified by the renovation of their encrusted ornaments and sculptured panels.
Across the River Jumna, the tomb of I'timadu-d-Daulah has been crowned again with
its graccful balustrade of perforated marble, and much of its inlay of precious stones
has been repaired ; and at Sikandarah, in the main gatehouse of the Mausoleum of
Akbar, the bold designs of coloured stonework have been renewed and another of its
gates, which must inevitably have collapsed in a few more years, has also passed into
the repairer’s hands.

Outside Agra, the most important operations of the year have centred at Lucknow,
Allahabad, and i the Banda district. In Lucknow the most interesting under-
taking was connected with that almost modern memorial of heroic history, the
Residency. The bruised and battered condition of the once massive walls and the
crumbling state of the more decayed portions of the ruins are too well known to need
any description here. To the violent damage inflicted by shot and shell during the
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great siege, much wanton injury was added by the chagrined muticeers when the
Residency was evacuated in November 1837, after the finalrelief. - Smee then, fornearly
half a century, rain, and wind, and weather have carried on 4 more peacelul but not
less effective bombardment of the old building, until, now that at List the work of
conservation has tardily been taken up, the difficulty of making up for past vegioctas
immense. To restore the building out and out would of course be wvomparatively
straightforward task ; but obviously neither reason nor sentiment would permit any

solution of that sort.  What has to be done s not ta repair damage, but caretully to

preserve all cvidences of damage for the glory of the tile it tells,  The Readeney
after, not before, the Mutiny is the spectacle that alone will thrill the visitor, andatas
this picture which the Archicological Department has striven to fis o to porpetiate
without bctraying its lmndi\vork. T\\'U ('\c;lr (\l)ic'('ts Welre ])l.’uw'l ha‘fnﬁ' l}h‘ l'llhliV
Works Department (1) topreserve, as far as possible the existing apprarance of
the ruins and prevent the obtrusion of any sign of new work, whether woodwork, ek -
work, or plaster; and (2) to preserve carefully all holes mude by shot or <hell aond ver
somehow to prevent the broken walls from yielding fllt‘lhl‘t"(lc'u'.l\‘. The methods
adopted to give cffect to these mstructions are worth statiag, s ill\\;tu'.tti'\u the dithie
culty of carrying out claborate works of preservation and at the sane time of aonding
obtrusive evidences ol artificial bolstering : —

(1) The mud in the old joints in the brickwork wis raked out to . deepth ot about
2 inches ; one inch of which was replaced by good lime mortar, and the other indh lett
vacant. This treatment of the joints serves to prevent further damage fiom rain beat -
ing in and washing out the cementing material, and is entirely unobtrusive.

(i) The ends of all plaster work have been fineshed off with a slope ot good lime
mortar to prevent water getting in between it and the wall

(it) The tops of all walls have been cement-plastered and viven an outward slope
from the centre, to ensure no water lodging on the top.

(iv) In many cases over doors and windows the wooden bressummers supporting

the superstructure were m immiment danger of collapse. I these cases iron bressame

mers have been carcfully inserted without disturbing the superstructure. There s sl
some of this work remaining to be done.

(v) In cases where brickwork repairs were absolutely nevessary to anoid collapse
of any portion of a structure, the greatest care has been taken always to use brcks
similar to those of which the Residency was built : the joints being treated as deseribed
above,

Anyone revisiting the Residency now would probably say that he could see o
difference in the condition of the building, and this would be the greatest compliment
he could pay to the repairer, whose one idea has been to avoid all outward semblane
of patching up a ruin,

In addition to the Residency, three other buildings of archicologieal interest
Lucknow have been brought into the programme of conservation n;um-ly, the
Dilkusha Palace, the Sikandar Bagh gateway and enclosure, and the Jamit Masjd.
As, however, the work in all these cases is still in progress, detailed reports are reserved.
Of the Jami‘ Masjid it may be incidentally remarked that its repaie has been undertaken
rather in the interests of the Muhammadan community than of Archwology, since the
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building is of a late inferior style and decorated witﬁh plasger anfi paint in execra?l e
taste. Mention should also be made here of t}?e partial repair, which has bee.n carried
out during the past year, of the Nawabi Br{dge at Lucknow_ The repair of the
central span has not yet been undertaken, owing to the great difficulty and danger of
the work, and it is an open question whether the undertaking can ever be completed.

At Allahabad the repair of the tomb of the Sultin Khusrau and of the other
mausolea in the Khusrau Bagh has been very successfully finished.

In the Banda District, the stone steps on the hill ascent to Kalinjar Fort have
been repaired, and the approaching footpaths cleared. The broken pieces of the
statue of Visnu lying on the Naga have been put together. The battlements of the
Fort have been restored in places, and some 1,000 trees cut out of the masonry of the

walls. At Jaunptr, in the same neighbourhood, the enclosure of the Shargi Kings'
Tombs has been repaired.

Punjab.—Coming to the Punjab, we find that, with one notable exception, practi-
cally nothing was done here towards conservation until the very end of the year under
report, when the Local Government made an allotment of Rs. 40,000 with the promise of
a like sum annually for the next four years. A further grant-in-aid of Rs. 25,000 was
made by the Government of India, and these united resources enabled the Archaolo-
gical Department to take in hand the conservation of some important monuments that

had long suffered from neglect. The exception referred to is the grand old mosque
erected by Sher Shah within the wall of the old Fort at Delhi, famous for its profuse

decoration and rich colour. The repair of this mosque was taken in hand at the

instance of the Viceroy, Lord Curzon, and the transformation it has undergone has
been thorough. The broken marble of the arches and the fagade, the damaged sand-
stone of the walls, and the missing decorative inlay of white and black marble, have
all been made good, and the visitor may once more contemplate it with joy instead
of with pain. Besides the mosque in the Purana Qil'a, some 15 other buildings, in all,
came under special repair, but owing to the fact that the year was already well
advanced when the allotments were made, and that careful plans and estimates had to
be prepared and other preliminaries settled in the first instance, only a small proportion
of the scheme could be brought to completion before the end of the year. Among
the buildings brought under conservation were the mausoleum of Jahangir and several
other tombs and buildings grouped around it at Shahdara, the mosque of Wazir Khan
in Lahor, and the exquisite tomb of Shamsu-d-Din Taga Khan near Delhi. A full
description of these works will be given in a future report. Among the works actually
finished should be mentioned the complete repair, involving some small measures of
restoration, of the Zinatu-l-masajid at Delhi—a mosque once used as a bakery for the
troops and for many years in a ruined condition. It has now been put in thorough
repair : structural weaknesses have been made good ; the whitewash has been cleaned
from its marble and sandstone fagade and from the aisles within; the falling plaster
has been renewed ; the roof and courtyard swept of jungle; the approaching stairway
cebuilt; and the balustrades around the platform restored.

Of important works in the Punjab not yet finished, special mention must here be

E
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made, by exception, of the recovery from England
places of the famous mosaics which once adorned the throne of Shah fahan a Deli,
The throne, as is well known, occupies the centre ol the wotth side of the e dnes
‘Amm, or the Hall of Public .\\\(\\(}\\(‘1“ of the Gireat .\\ngb.\\. 1t vonsiata of a3 rtaeed
platform of white marble, nlaid with coloured stones. with 4 marble

canopy, above it.

and restoration to their ariginal
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priated by Captain (afterwards Sir Johm) Jones, and sold by hun dor g s to the
British Government, who deposited them in the South Kenangton Museuym
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issing, and these will gradual}y l‘)e filled up,
gaps where panels are pfu’tl}’ :ol‘r:::i}’ V:;;Slt[hge ancient designs. But it Wl}? takz soax:)lz
as opportunity offefs, in a; used can be identified and procured fr(?mF1 urolze,c)r to
time before (12 I:)rel:\l)sze tiiofI:)und necessary to get the panels executed in ¥loren
it will very proba . . :
21):;;: arti:tspfrom Ita:ly to do thédwfgiclgr;;(zathe date and style of these plac.lues.
Something. remalnst}: chi)i;tion of the throne was the workmanship of g‘u;tlntiz
Tradition has 1t tgfated French artificer, who is said to have been employe X 5{; .
Bordeaux, the Celf\‘ both on his palace at Delhi and on the Taj at Agra. The gude
Emperor &?h ]adafl ointed out by the native guides as z}portraxt of A\(Jistl:n e
of Orpeus, .mde‘f{ ’ ‘fl‘ie story seems apocryphal. Perhaps it was suggesc{e N Z the
B{)) TfieE‘S‘:;‘ Ilz;rl?:\ex éharacter of the panel designs; but i; 3;101'11;1 .EeStZ:Z:r::e Otf Iatalian
obviou : ajority of the inlai ’
black marb\.e of thelr :zztg;:l‘?isisazgt tlzfr;sinabyle to suppose, the.arefore, that th(;y
and not Indxa;l, pgz:iegnned },)ut actually executed in an Italian studio and afterwards
vere not only
;mported into this coul(;tnf};'he other hand, which decorate the interspaces 'between 'fhe
The arabesques Indian style and Indian workmanship without a \‘estlgt? of foreign
panels, are}:f Elu;ell referring to the decoration of the Delhi 'Fhrone, ina re;e?t
influence. r,/.\fz'nefee;zih Century and After,! has suggested that it has be;an wrotgg'{
artic:: tmd ttl:)eShih Jahan’s reign and ought rather to be refer'red. to t.hi Oia;ti’llepif ot
ibute == . L its inferiority in poin
ilt\t:neighteenth century. He rightly insists hon ?i J:iﬁrslg(r;‘t)reprfsentations ¢ birds
aj at Agra, and further argues that the na have been
of the Taj at Agra, isted in the time of Aurangzeb, would scarcely ave b
and animals, had they' existed m The latter argument is not convincing,
left unmutilated by that 1conoclast. Emperor. e la hich must often have been seen
since parallel instances may be cited of other. {?gl.lres wt 1his P s, Nor ought mere
by Aurangzeb, yet managed to escape vxo. ation af iote. The pretra dura of
- “eoronty of style to be pressed too far as evidence of @ he Tai and in
inferiority Of styl¢ 10 Fort is equally inferior to that of t Taj,
Shah Jahan's reign in the Lahore korf thg e waa o peculiarly diffcult one.
the case of the Delhi Thr_one the tazumc;)er of square and oblong panels of varying
The basis of this decorfal t;??uazvazt;es. There are few artists who coxfld c.re;\t((ia arn
sizes a‘:‘d of wl?olly utn:f such material, and least of all a Mughal artist, t‘eh (;1“21
harmomous design o of form and colour, both alike unsuitable to the task he ha :
by the strictes’ gadmm}s\ limitations it is not surprising that the resu'lt appears gro1
to_pertorm. V\l;h S‘ucbesques which serve to combine the panels ’;‘n_t.o a genera
tesque, or that t c ane mpare ’unfavourably in style with those ?f the. a.}.the restora-
scheme of d.e coratiom, <0 plso called for here to another wqu, mvolvmg % on Shah
A Spe?ml reference lxsada carried out about the same tlmfa —as the worth ;)r;ai_t;ﬁﬂ
tion of fuetre dum’la the repair of the tomb of Iahinara; Begam, the Dareah
Jahan's thrfO‘S]le;}—xn;:}];g ’ The tomb is situated in the same en(l;ioszé’fe:; The gé .
daughter of Sba an. . closed within a marble )
of Ni?:ﬁm‘;‘:‘Si;li\‘::;’féleb‘;';ofk’f \:\'itlf':\yehoﬂowed out on its upper surface to form
consists 0
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a small bed in which grass grows; and at the northern end stands 4 headstone on

which is inscribed the famous couplet, written, it is said, by the Princess herself .

Let naught but green grass ever mantle my prave,
For grass is the coverlet mect for the poor,

The decoration of this headstone h

the tomb. Originally the letters of the mscription were inlad i blick marble, with a
foliated border of coloured stones around ; but almost all the tessellated pieves had
been sacrilegiously picked out, and the adjoining surface of the white marble ground
had been much chipped in the process.  Of the coloured stones—agate, jasper, and
malachite —it was fortunate that some small fragments stll
enough to make the restoration certain in every particular,

Regarding the Persian inscription, it seems worth re
not infrequently been mistranslated as it the whole

couplet already quoted 1g rythmie, and the
may be rendered in English thys :—

ad suffered much at the hands of visitors to

adhered wn thew plaves

marking that the teat has
Werte verse wheteas only the
Test sy prose, - The whole inaonption
He is the living, the everlasting—
Let naught but green ygrass ever m
For grass is the coverlet meet for
The humble (and) mortal ]

Shah Jahan Ghazi.
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which is, nominally at least, included within the Punjab Cirgle.

the Ajmir Lake, the stately marble embankment built by Shah J
restored, and the ugly modern offices and bungalows, whi h
pathetic eye, have been made 1o yicld place
Mughal Emperor—white and spotless
now largely visited by both Hindus
appreciate the transformation
A,rhéi-din-kﬁ-jhomprﬁ Mosque
men of the early Muhammadan mosque that
a sad state of dilapidation.
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r«'pl.u'ml, the tenements of
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Madras.~Passing still further south, into
a region almost barren of narr present chapter 05 concerned —a
fact which certainly can afford 10 ground for satisfaction.  Much attention has, ot s
true, been given, at the desire of the Viceroy, to the interesting temple
built in the floriated \"ijayanagar style, with ts exquisitely carved  four pillared
marriage hall, and graceful dipdan or lamp column, in front: and some solivitude has
also been exhibited by the local Archeological Surveyor for the preservation of the old
wall at Madras (or what remains of it) which encircled the ancient town and marked

the limits of civic responsibility imposed upon old Pedda Naidu, the
quaint pre-Company times, But when the story of the

the Madras Ph'ﬁid"m"\‘. we

cene Lo
atve so far as the

At Sompalle,

watchman, in
Setwo monuments has been
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told—and the special articles on the' subject tell it adequately—the sum total of the
conservation work in Madras has practically l?ee11 stated. togical inferest. there. wonld

If Madras were a country generally devoid of archeo ogical interest, e would
of course be nothing either remarkable or regrett.ab.le in bygone arcv wcc; g !
o But the very opposite is the case, and it is a matter .for wondermen
R tion of the fine galaxy of ancient monuments for which the Southern
that'the C-O‘nsefrvaous should not have appealed more strongly to the genius of the
preSlde(?C) lSmi:nmt. During the last twelve years, that is, since the Acting Governo.r-
Eh(;;alof OI\‘;]?nGarstin in 1891, official responsibility in the' matter in quc;:st}i]on ha.s in
theory been limited to the maintenance of one hundred typlcal exa'mplels] of the Varlt(i)(l)li
classes of architecture represented in the Presidency, and in practxceht Zp;}eserlva;' |
even of these has been carried on in a desultory manner As far as the Arc afeo obzzra
Department is concerned, its energies have been directed .to the prepara\tlon (‘)h sun 1
drawings and to exploration, rather than to conservatlo'n. A complete ¢ ztlngei 11
this policy has now happily been inaugurated, and a more liberal progran}x}@}fl: z; op teen.
During 1903-04 a sum of nearly Rs. 20,000 (about ten times 'the amount hitherto giv "
to the purpose) has been allotted to Archzology, and effective measures Zre accor
ingly being prepared for a comprehensivej scheme of %‘onservatlon.. l\:a }r]as lnarfuiz
of places look a little formidable to unfamiliar eyes, but So.uthem Indian Yr? 28_0 og;s s
will appreciate the statement that a large plan of campaign seems to aw ait e:ecu 1c1
at Mahadavapuram, Ratnagiri, Siviyam, Sundakkz-Parai, Musiri, P_eramba?ur, ) aml;:ya-
puram, Tiruvallarai, Nartamalai, Arumbavir, \"élikan.dapuram, fxdutural, U ){?72;1 on-
dan, Sri Rangam, Jambuké$varam, Uraiyar, Trichinopoly, Vijayanagar, Vellury,
Kéﬁchipuram, and Tanjavar.

Burma.—Lastly, in Burma, conservation works have been in progress at theht“io
towns of Mandalay and Pagan, but it is the Palace a1?d Fort at M andala%rhthalt) la\cz
been, and still are, the central figures in the Archeeo}og-xcal programme. ev da E-I‘th

s originally built at Amarapura by Shwe Bo Min in ‘_845» and was removed wi
was American boldness, to Mandalay by King Mindon in 1859. During the last
amost Tenc ars the Archzological Department has been very busy here, and
three or'ld(‘)ur yfe some of the missing pyathats, or pavilions, around the Fort walls,
the rebmdmgt’(:: sweeping away of the various offices, private quarters, and other
an.d e l‘asflPritish occupation from the Palace precincts, will be found duly
e\’ldel'wej i th,e special article devoted to this subject. It may appropriately
descnbe. md herepthat local opinion does not unanimously endorse the conser-
be .menftm}?e Mandalay Palace, and that the ground of disagreement usually urged
?/atlon oht eb 'l(?in b{:ing of ’wood, is necessarily doomed to early decomposition.
is that t; ;1] mog:e solid and enduring memorials of stone, the Mandalay Palace,
Compare dm tirely of wood, may indeed seem wanting in some of the elements of
constructe enBlrtyermanenc’e is relative, and, at any rate, the hope may be confi-
permanence. 3 tﬁat the moderate scheme of conservation now in hand will preserve
dently ente}”tiuncfi for fully a hundred years. Is a century of extended 'existence too
e ﬁa::\Cang ?o justify the effort? When we remember that the palace is the one and
sma
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only example of the ceremonial and domestic architecture of the Burmese Kings:
that it embodies some of the finest examples of Burmese wood carviog anywhere
extant ; that since royal patronage passed away with Thibaw the glorious shill of the
native decorator languishes for want of encouragement . that under the umnspiring
influence of Western utilitarianism, the great Palace m Mandalay almost alone remaing
to keep alive the ideals of the depressed craftsmen; and that the abandonment of this
majestic landmark would probably be the signal for a4 more tapid and hopeless decad-
ence of the wood-carver’s craft in Upper Burma — when we think of all this, and when we
hear the workmen of to-day acknowledge the nfenonty of their handiwork compared
with the masterpieces of King Mindon's and King “Thibaw's times, can we say that the
preservation of the Palace, if only for a hundred years more, isa thing of small account ?

The Pagin Monuments call for no very extensive notive here, as an effective
scheme for their conservation still waits to be developed,  Tn the meantime, however,
some measures on a modest scale have been undertaken by the Local Government for
the repair of the Ananda, Gawdapalin, Thabyinnyu, and Shwekupyi pagodas, and for
the Manuha and Nanpaya temples.

* » [} L] L [ .

Before dismissing the subject of conservation, it will be appropriate to refer to
the steps that have been taken to sccure the preservation of minor and moveable
antiquities by instituting small muscums in some of the main centres of archaological
interest, and by stimulating local officers to assist in bringing together any objects of
value upon which they may chance, This is one of the most important aspects of
conservation, inasmuch as many of the smaller monuments seattered about the face of
the country are incapable of preservation on the spot where they have heen found and
often too bulky to be removed to the larger museums which exist only in the capital
cities of India; and, even if their removal were practicable, there are few local officers
with sufficient general interest in the preservation of antiquities to take the trouble
to despatch them to some far off Museum, where they themselves may never have
the opportunity of viewing them again.  The Muscums which have recently heen
arranged for—all, it should be added, at the instigation of His Excellency the Vieeroy—
are at Malda in Bengal, at Pagan and Mandalay in Burma, a Bijapur in Bombay,
at Sarnath near Benares, at the Tij in Agra, and at Peshawar in the Frontier
Province. The districts in which these Museums are pliced are suthicient guarantee
that they will be rapidly stocked with interesting and valuable antiquities.  Already in
Pagan the efforts of one native assistant and the outlay of a few rupees have brought
together a collection of nscriptions, idols, terraecotta plaques, enamelled tiles and the
like, of first rate importance. By the institution of such collections it may be hoped
also that the attraction of visitors to these localitics will be increased, that fresh
light will be thrown on the groups of monuments with which they are connected, and
that the minor antiquities themselves, which go to make up the collections, will be
studied to a greater advantage on the actual spot where they have heen discovered,
than they could be, if dissociated from their surroundings in some distant Museum.

J. H. M.

SIDI SAYYAD'S MOSQUE, AHMEDABAD.

—-
>

THIS mosque, which is situated in the north-east corner of the Bhadr, or royal en-

' CIOSUYC,. at Ahme('iabad, iIs notable for the two remarkable perforated windows
which adorn it, and which have become world-famed

For many vears it
used as a Government Office, and its y years it has been

: : interior has been inaccessible to the public
The windows, therefore, which are inserted in the back wall of the mosque, could be

viewed .only from tl_ae outside. They are flanked by others of the same shape and size
filled with geometric tracery, which, with three more in the south end of the building’
would themselves suffice to make the mosque a distinguished building. In the north’
end are three empty spaces f.or similar windows, but a close inspection of the openings
She\fvs that they were never inserted. The unfinished mindrs, which have not been
carried above the roof of the mosque, also indicate an abrupt te’rmination and abandon-

ment of the work. Some think there was a third tracery window above the central

mihrab, and between the two existing ones, where the space is closed with plain ash-

lar masonty. It is certair’y }?OSSible that the builder intended to put in a third, and
perhaps, a still more superb window, in this space, and that when the work was aban-

doned, the space was walled up in order to make the mosque fit to worship in. The

three open s| w~ere left in the north end did not so much matter as they were
not upon the sun or v,  aer side. ’

The actual date of the erection of the mosque is not known. © Sidi Sayyad
according to Sir Theodore C. Hope, was a slave of Ahmad Shah'’s, who, like many ofyhis,
race, rose to wealth and power, This is the tradition, but there is no record to corro-
borate it, and the style of the building does not accord with that of the Royal tomb
and Rani’s Hazirah which belong to the latter part of Ahmad Shah’s reign. The
introduction of the archings between the piers to-support the roof, al_one seem: decisive
against a date in the fifteenth century; but whilst it is probably subsequent to the
tomb of Shah ‘ Alam, it may belong, at earliest, to about the end of Mahmud Shah
Bigarah’s reign, though possibly later.”! . B

In Maratha times the mosque was desecrated and allowed to fall out of repair
and later on it was converted, under British rule, into a treasury and record-room for thf;

YAhmedabid Architecture, A.D. 1412—1520 (Burgess), page 41.



32 ARCHAOLOGICAL REPORT.

local magistrate, the Mamlatdar of Daskrohi zd/uka. To hitat for this purpose the
whole front was walled up, modern windows and doors were mserted, cross walls and
iron-barrcd partitions were added, the great perforated windows were walled up from
behind, and two of the mizhrabs were converted into presses. The space befare the
mosque was closed in with surrounding out-houses and shut off entirelv from pubhie
view.

The windows which have become so famous, have been drawn, photographed, and
copied in wood-work times without number.  “One of these windows was mjured
slightly at the apex when taking down the platform which was put up by Mr. Purdoen
Clarke for the purposc of paper casts being taken about five vears ago. The damage
has grown since then, owing probably to the stone having lost its cohesive properties
from age and birds tryving to make their nests there. The sooner the damage s repaired
the better,  Mr. De Forest, an American  gentleman, had fuesimides made of these
windows in wood. One of them s now o the Indian Section of the South Kensington
Museum, and the other is in New York.”

[n October, 1900, His Excellency the Viecroy visited Ahmedabad, and shortly after-
wards, at Poona, gave me instructions to proceed to Ahmedabad, and, among other
things, to sec that arrangements were made for the restoration of the mosque to s
original state and all nccessary repurs carried out. This necessitated 4 new oflice
being built for the Mamlatdar, and thus the carrving out of the work was delayed until
estimates had been prepared for the new building and sanctioned., funds ;1Ilul’t(-(l, and
the new building crected.

The restoration was to include the demolition of all added walls and partitions,
window and door frames, out-houses and walls and gate. The whitcwash was to be
removed and the building thoroughly cleancd, and the broken part of one of the gread
windows was to be very carclully mended. Al this was cventually il“(‘mnplishvd, and
we have now added another object of interest to the city, w building of which it can
rightly be proud. The whole front is open to the road with o spacious courtyard
before it.  The exquisite lace-like tracery of the great windows, as seen trom within,
with the light filtering through the delicate filigree work, and backed by the glory of
the sctting sun, is something worth going back to Ahmedabud to see.

But, alas ! with the permission to the Muhammadan community touse it under
certain conditions, the building is likely to suffer at the hands ef the worshippers
unless a close watch is maintained. When [ was at Ahmedabad, the fiest time after the
restoration, they had stowed away the ugly bamboo frame-work of one of ther great
tabsits in onc corner, and although [ had it removed, it was agun put back with, |
was told, the permission of the Collector.

The accompanying photographs show the building before and after restoration.
The first was taken in a very confined arca, not far from the south-cast corner. |
was unable, owing to the out-houscs pressing so closcly upon it, to get a photograph
from the front,  However, sufficient of the front is sven to show the manner in which

it had been walled up.

P Extract from Mr. Crawley Boevey's Scheme for the Dyotection and Conserviation of Awytient Busldings.

Published in 1836.
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Attention was called to this mosque by Major H. H. Cole, R.E., in his report of
the sth July, 1881, when he held the appointment of Curator of Ancient Monuments
He wrote “ The clearing and cleaning of its disfigurements and impedi-
medies which I strongly recommend to Government; but, to place
| have to be provided for the Mamlat-

in India.

menta are urgent re
the building in a suitable condition, an office wil

dar.”  (The italics are his.)
The total cost of the restoration of the mosque amounted to Rs. 1,702.

HeNrRyY COUSENS.
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THE MOSQUE AT THE GOL GUMBAZ,
BIJAPUR.

e g

IT was the custom, when a great tomb was buailt, to add amosque and atank ton
the private use of members of the houschold of the deceased, and this custom
was so thoroughly carricd out at Bijapur that in some cases—not by the Thrahnm
Rauza—there is nothing to choose between the tomb and he mosque, \\‘l'n‘liu rin point
of_ size, ex=cution, or embellishment. The great Gol Gumbas, the tomb o Mahmud
« Adil Shah, built in A.D. 1636, formed no exception 1o the rule, and beside it on the
west, stands one of the best proportioned and best buly mosgues o the ciy,—
a mosque which, had it not been dwarfed by the overshadowing mass of the gret
tomb, with its enormous dome, one of the largest in the \\-(,,-1:1. woenld have com-
manded far more attention and respect than has fallen 1o it share, s heautiful
cornice, its slender graceful minars, stull perfect, and its noble facade combine to miake
it a building of much higher artistic merit than the tombh 1o \\hip.h it an adjunet

But the hand of the utilitarian had fallen upen i, Major 111 Cole .1
wri.te.s in his report of the 26th My, 1881:—" The adjoining mosque to the west s
bu11d‘mg of interest which should be preserved. During the famine of 187077 pare ol
the interior was enclosced for an irrigation office, and | learncd, during my visit I
March, 1881, that it is proposed to convert it into a travellors .lnm;;almv a
proceeding which [ comsider vandalisti: and disfiowrny, and which [ strong by
advise may te counterordcred.  The mosque should be cleared of oll the cuclsinyg
walls and left as origiinally built und destgned.” (The walies are his)

Cross-walls were built between the piers, enclosing spaees sufficient o form
four suites of rooms. Tiese were even carried forward on one side to the iront arches,
but were subsequently removed.  Bathrooms were added at cachend of the fagade. as
will be seen in the accompanying photograph, and the back of the central mihralb was
knocked out in order to insert a back door giving access to some caokhouses
situated at the back. As it this were not snough, a proposal was made i 1898 o
pierce the solid masonry of the bick wall ot the mosque in order to mtroduce two
additional windows. This I unhesitatingly vetoed.

I had several times urged the necessity of restoring the mosque, but want of funds
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to build a new travellers” bungalow was always the reason for postponing it. In my
Progress Report for 1899-1g00 I brought it forward once again, when 1t was proposed
to convert the Yaqat Mahal into a travellers’ bungalow, but nothing more was done
until His Excellency the Viceroy visited Bijapur on the toth November, 1goo, when
he gave in\'trumion; for the restoration of the mosque to its original condition. This
order was subscequently carried out, and the second photograph shows the mosque as
it appears to-day.

The beautiful deep cornice which spanned the whole length of the fagade between
the minars had for some years past given us trouble, owing to much of the stone rotting
and giving way; and the difficult position of the work and the height from the ground
combine to make it a risky as well as an awkward undertaking.  Much more diffi-
cult and risky, however, will be the work of restoring the higher and heavier cornice
of the great tomb opposite, which it is now proposed to take in hand. These deep
overhanging cornices, so very wooden-looking in their design and mede of con-
struction, have invariably been the weakest points in the buildings. It is evident that
(he architects and builders of thosc days were strangers to the Dakhan and unaccus-
tomed to working m the local trap rock, clse they would never have dared to use
such material for these heavy overhanging and bat slightly supported cornices.  The
stone is of a friable and brittic nature, and when exposed to the air and weather gra-
dually disintegrates. It is very unequal in quality, for we often find in a great expanse
of well-built and well-weathered walling a single stone here and therc that has com-
pletely rotted away.  The harder and better basaitic trap is a good building stone in
block, but for unsupported, or poorly supported, brackets and slabs of large area it is
hardly suitable.  The builders, who probably came from Northern India, had no
expericnee with it, and the only local buildings they could examine at all, if even they
took this trouble, were o few old ruined temples of the [indds.

So long as the damaged cornice remained in the state described, it was not only
an cvesore but also a menace to the lives of travellers and servants in the building
i)x:]()\‘\', since several of the great brackets had already fallen, while others were more
or less eracked or decomposed. 1o was therefore considered expedient to have some-
thing done, aand in 1895 the Esccutive Enginecr submitted an estimate amount-
g to Rs. 876 for renewing certain brackets, removing the very heavy layer of con-
crete upon the cornice slabs, and substituting a much lighter and thinner layer of
cement concrete. For various reasons, the famine being one, the work progressed
bhut slowly.  Later, at the beginning of 1893, Mr. Ahmadi, the new Executive Engineer,
examined the cornice and came to the conclusion that his predecessor’s estimate was
inadequate.  Heldramed two alternative estimates, one for complete restoration, costing
Rs. 3.027. and the other for propping up the cornice with teakwood struts as a
temporary measure, costing Rs. 271, In December 1898, Government, in the Public
Works Department, referred the matter back to the Superintending Engincer asking
whether the building was of such architectural beauty as to justify the expenditure
proposed ¢ if not, whether 1t would not be better to remove the cornice altogether,
in the meantime substituting corrugated iron for the slabs.  Then followed two more
alternative cstimates in one of which it was proposed to preserve that part of the

2
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cornice above the south bay of the fagade, as a sample of the whole, dismantle the
rest and stack the stones upon one side; while the sceond provided for teak sup-
ports by means of longitudinal beams and struts bearing upon a projecting moulding
on the wall below, and screwed back by bolts let into the wall masonry.,

The Superintending Engincer stated that he considered both the butlding and : s S——
the cornice of considerable beauty, hut that the appearance of the building was 9 X il
-’ l ) o ,\'0“{) ‘f\-ﬂ OO 3’*&‘&@;\@@:&6@1 Z

marred by the partition walls within which formed rooms.  The cornice, he sud, was
one of the finest in Bijapur, overhanging to the extent of 8! feet, and having a greater
projection than any other except that of the Gol Gumbaz, e approved of the
retention of the south bay as a sample:, but disapproved of the use of corrugated iron. He
had no objection to the proposal of the Executive Engineer to retain that portion of
the cornice over the central bay as well, e submitted three tracings with estimates
for Rs. 248, Rs. 600, and Rs. 309, respectively, for three different methods of support-
ing the portion of the cornice to be retained over the south bav.  He considered the
rates in the previous estimate for restoring the whole cornice too low for the class
of work desired, and forwarded a revised estimate for Ry, 4,504.  Upon the corre-
spondence being forwarded to me for opinion, I replicd that, much as I should wish to
see the whole cornice restored, I thought we must be content at present with pre-
serving a part only, and that the dismantled stones, instead of bemg thrown down as
proposed, should be laid upon the roof above, where thev would be sceure from pil-
ferers, and save re-lifting, if, at a future time, the cornjee should be wholly restored.
In the end the damaged cornice over three bays was removed, while that over
the south and centre bays was retained and supported by teakwood struts and beams,

HiENrY COUSENS.
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CONSERVATION IN BENGAL.

—

LTHOUGH the modern provinces of Bengal, Behar,and Orissa—and especially
Behar—have under other geographical designations played a part of great
interest in the ancient history ol Hindustan, the archzzological relics of the eventful past
which the ravages of time and of vandalism have spared, are in number less consider-
able and in character less important than the striking monuments found in most other
parts of historic India. That many architcctural remains of a bygone glory lie
beneath the soil is indeed probable enough, but the spade of the explorer has yet to
prove whether anything of the buried past mav still be reclaimed. Here, as else-
where, the Muhammadan invaders were wont to signalisc the subjugation of territories
by demolishing Hindu and Buddhist shrines and temples, and employing the materials
in the buillding up of mosques and tombs.

It was the more fortunate fate of the more remote provinee of Orissa to enjoy a
relatively long spell of independence free from foreign inroads, and the result is
visible to-day in the survival of a number of medizeval Hindu temples, which in their
completeness afford striking illustrations of the artistic taste of their period. Bengal
proper and Behar, on the other hand, formed the outposts of the Mughal empire, and
the local viceroys were stern soldiers, not luxurious monarchs, having either no
artistic bent or no inducement to indulge it. It was only the independent Muham-
madan kings, who, feeling that the lustre they shed was their own, adorned their
capitals at Gaur and Panduah with elaborate works of art; and these buildings, not-
withstanding the vandalism of later days, still commemorate the pomp of their fallen
majesty.

But when all this is said, it is still true that the Lower Provinces contain a number
of ancient monuments which, if less widely known and less generally visited than the
colebrated buildings of other provinces, deserve to be carefully maimtained, both as
worthy memorials of a bygone power, and as objects of scientific interest to students
of ;1réh:cology. The aim of this article 1s to convey some general idea of the time,
the styvle, and the artistic fcatures of the principal of these monuments, and of
the conservation work which has been undertaken to arrest the creeping process of
ruin.  The four scctions into which the present article has been divided are based
upon a classification of the buildings according to period and style. Section | deals
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with the most ancient remains, belonging to a period ending with the rise of the great
Gupta empire, or approximately 300 AD. Next come the medieval monunments,
which carry the historical connection up to the first Mohammadan mvasion, or ahout
1200 A.D.  Scction T embraces the peviod of independent Muhammadan rule in
Bengal; and the buildings of the Mughal cmpire forn the subject of the concluding

scction.

Skcrion 1.

EARLIEST MONUMENTS.
The Asoka Column near Rampurwa.

The northernmost of the four pitlars erected by Aloka alomg the course of the
Gandak is generally called the Rampurwa pillar, and is sitiated in the Shikarpur
thana of the district of Champaran, about 37 miles north of Bettiah, close to village
Pipariva.  Rampurwa is a small fofale or hamlet aclivde west of the pallar, and localhy
the column is well known as Piparyi-ba-dauwr. .

The pillar was tirst discovered by Mro Carllevle iy, 1877-95, but Ins veport was
not published until 1885 in Volume NXTEof General Cannimeham’s Reports s whereas
the report by Mr. Garrick, who visited  the pllar thres vears ‘l;m-r than Mr. Carllevle,
appearcd two years carhlier; in 1383, in Volume NV of the same series, My, Carlleve
tells us that he found the upper portion of the capital of aopillar, closely resembling that of
the Lauriya one, protruaing from the ground i an oblique position and pointing north-
wards.  The Tion, which originally crowned the capital, had disappeared, and no traee
of it could be found.  He dug a long treneh on cach side of the pillar, up to a depth
of 8teet § inchies, when water was reached, which soon prreolated mio the (rench. By
these excavations about 4o feet of the length of the pillar was exposed, and from the

lowest visible point upwards to abaut 11 or 12 fet | on opposite

AN INSCription appeare
sides of the pillar, of which Mr, Carlleyle took an impression =sinee lost. He further
noticed, at a distance of some 830 Toct (o the south, the shattercd st of it stone
pillar, about 6 fect in height, standing niidway hetween twa low, prick-covered mounds,

but it did not occur to him to offer any s possibility ob - connec-

1wvestion as to the
tion between the broken pillar and this stump.,

Subsequently, in 1880-81, Mr. Garrick was deputed v tike @ photegraph ol the
capital of the pillar, and in order 1o do this, e states that e had the capital dis-
connected from the shaft to which it was fastencd by solid barrel-shaped bolt
of purc copper, 2” V7 long, 4757 in diameter at the centre, and tapering shghtly
towards the ends, where its diameter was 327 This copper bolt wis afterwards
deposited in the Indian Muscum, C;ll(‘Ult;l.‘\\'h"n: i still s A dithograph prepared
from Mr. Garrick’s photograph of the capital may be seenon Plate NNV of Volume
XVI, Archaological Suryey Reports. At the time of iy visit, in 19t the capital
was still standing in the Opu—l field close to the shalt of the pillar, apparently as left by
Mr. Garrick.  Mr. Garrick also made an excavation around the pillar, which disclosed
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a portion of the inscription,  Of this he took an inked impression, which has been pub-
lished in Volume I of the Epigraphia Indica, together with Professor Bithler's article
on the Pillar Edicts. It gives about one-third of the first and larger portion of the
inscription, consisting of 2o lines of writing, each of about 20 lctters, and containing
fragments of Edicts [ to V. The text agrees almost letter for letter with the two
Lauriva versions, which in the article referred to are called the Mathia and Radhia
Edicts.  The shattered stump to the south between two low, brick-covered mounds
was also cxamined by Mr. Garrick, but he distinctly speaks of this as the base of
another pillar, the missing portion of \Yhich according to him was broken into small
fragments and carted away for road-malking purposcs.

It is, however, bevond any possible doubt that the small stump standing between
the two mounds is the base of the same pillar which now lies broken in the field some
8oo or 1,000 fcet to the north.  The pillar, it appears, was overthrown, not by sclf
decay, but by human hands, but the attempt to carry the e¢normous monolith away
had soon to be abandoned on account of the ditheulty and costliness of the operation.
The lion of the capital may have been broken by the fall of the pillar, and this was
evidently the only spoil actually carried away. It scems likely that the pillar was
pulled down by the same men who tried to destroy the Adoka pillar at Lauriva-
Navandgarh (Nandangarh), 22 miles south of Rampurwa.  This pillar bears the (listi’nct
mark of a cannon ball below the capital on its  northern face, and as the name of

Aurangzeb together with the Kalima and the date 1071 (A.D. 1660-61) is mscribed

on the pillar, General Cunningham suggests that the injury was done by some jealous

followers of Mir Jumla's army, on their way back from Bengal, after the defcat of
Aurangzeb’s brother, Sultan Shuja.

Be this as it may, there can be no doubt that the small basc between the two
mounds marks the original site of the pillar, and that the broken shaft, together with
the capital, should be re-erected on this spot, and [ submitted a suggestion accord-
ingiv after my visit to the pillar in November 1gor. | then found the pillar lying
in a trench, evidently the excavation made by Mr. Garrick, but the stone must havé
sunk much deeper into the swamp, as only 20 feet of its upper portion was above
ground and the inscription was entirely hidden below water and swamp. My sug-
gestion was teadily taken up by the Local Government, and estimates were called for.
A closer examination of the broken shaft showed that it could not be fixed upon the
small base without building supports which would entirely conceal the base, owing to
the great difference in width and thickness between the pillar and the base. T accord-
ingly suggested the re-erection of the pillar close to the original site instead of on the
old stump. The capital will be re-lixed to the pillar, and the original copper bolt,
by means of which it was fastened, will be obtained from the Indian Museum and
u:s'cd again if practicable.  An iron railing will be erceted around the pillar, to prevent
idle visitors from seribbling or scratching their names on it.  The total cost of the
work is estimated at Rs. 6,300.

It scems probable, 1 admit, that the inscription on the pillar will be found to
contain nothing additional to the well-known Edicts of AfSoka, as the fragment already
deciphered agrees closely with the other pillar Edicts: nevertheless, there can be no
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question that sufficient interest attaches to the pillir 1o justily the proposed expendi-
ture.

The Caves at Khandagiri.

The numerous caves which cluster around Khandagiri, a Tow. double-peaked hill,
four miles west of Bhubanesvar, in Orissa, are not to be compared with the magni-
ficent rock temples on the western side of the Peninsulac: they are for the most part
plam cells of small size, and only a few have verandahs in frong, supported by pillars,
and with carved friczes. To the antiquarian the most mteresting « Cect on this hill s
perhaps the Hathogumpha nscription of King Kharavela, surnamed "ahames haviahama,
meaning apparently “one whose elephant is as big as a large clouc V" a familiar simile
to readers of Sanskrit poctrv. It s a4 purely historical record, the first of its kind in
India, resembling in style the Behistun imscription of King Dartas, Unfortunately
the text was incised into a very brittle rock, offering hut hirtde resistance to the dis-
integrating influences of the chimate, and many of the letters have disappearcd.

There is, however, one speciad point of interest about these caves. Thev all
appear to have been made for the religious use

of Jains, and for many eenturics to have
been mhabited by Jain monks.

We owe the discovery of this et to the correct
reading and translation of the [[17//1/1;*1:111[//«1 and other minor e

. riptions by Bhag-
wanlal Indraji, which formed the subjeet of an artichs of the

) ) Transactions of the Con-
gress of Orientalists at Levden, The //r?//[/:'\’lu)zﬁ//ll insvriptiun opens with o portion of
the usual benedictory formula of the Jaans, while another mscription i the Svargapuri

cave declares that the cave was made h_\' the arace of the Arhats by the chief Oueen

of the same King—whose name is lost, but who is said 1o be the dauchter of King

v .
Fhe continued residence in later times of Jams
in Khandagiri is amply cvidenced by a number of

Lalika —for the monks of Kalinga.
medieval Jaon higures inside several
of the caves, as well as by an inscription of the time of 174 centufy
A.D.), which records the dule and gana o
occupicd one of the caves, and who, like

dvotakelar (eleventh
ESubhacandra, whose disciple, Ralacandr,
his master, must have been o Jain. Fhere

ts also a small modern Jain temple on the 4 vear @ number

. Khandagiri hill, where anee
of Junmerchants from Cuttack foregather for worship (hat the older carv-

ings n the caves exhibit no charaeteristios

It s true
peculiarly Jainistic, but, on the other hand,
not the slightest trace of Buddhism is to he found : trecew orship, clephants, Laksi,
the Sun-god, the svas#ida mark and similar symbols were common artistic devices of - all
creeds n ancient India.  The only Hindu iiguns that 1 recally besides acrude modern
wall-painting i Jagannatha, is 2 rocke-cut l(’};u.u-;;l on the back wall of the Ganesa-
gumphi, probably about 8co or 1,000 vears old. At that time Hindu monks may
have had a share in the occupancy of the caves, but we hive no record to show the
exact period when the Jains deserted the caves, except a vague tradition in the Pun
temple annals, that Madana Mahﬁd(:vn, the grandson of Codaganga, persecuted
the Jains and Bauddha Sad/ius who were staying in the hills round Bhubanesvar,
which, if true, must have happcened close on the end of the twelfth century ALD!

In determining the date of the caves, one has to depend mainly on the evidence of

Y See page 9 of Notes gu the remuins in Dhauli and in the caves of Udavagiri and Khandayiri, by Babu Mon
Mohan Chakravarti, M. A. Rengal Secretariat Press.
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the inscriptions alrcady referred to.  The lcat:ﬂed Bhfngvanlz-d I.ndraji was thc:z first to
recognize that Khiravela, in his long Hathigumphad inscription, sync}.)romses ic
thirt;rvnth vear of his reign with the year 165 of the Mzmrya-.kzila. The inauguration
of this era 'is now, I helieve, universally referred to the coronation of Candragupta, the
founder of the Maurya I mpire, and not, as Bhagwanlal would have it, to the conquest
of Kalinga by Asoka. The Furopean equivalent of the date \\.'ould thus be about 155
B.C. ().nu of the caves, as already stated, was made by the chief Queen of Kharavela,
while others were the gift of a king, whos: name has been made out to be Vakradeva and
who also calls himself Mahameghavahana, :1}1(1 of a prin.ce Vaduka, both of whom pro-
bably were sons of Kharavela.  We thusarnive at the middle of the second century B.C.
as the period during which a number of these caves were made. Thc_ style of the
carvings inside the principal caves, such as Rani Naur, GancSagumpha and Ananta-
cumphd, agrees so well with this chranological theory, that I see no reason why an
;farlicr date should be favoured.  Yet Babu Mon Mohan Chakravarti, in the report
already quoted, which has been printed by Government for prlva-tc circulation, argues
that the simpler and plainer caves must be older than those with claborate carvings.
Numerous instances might be quoted against this presumption.  The richness of the
carvings and the size of the structures depended probably more upon the liberality
of the donor than upon developments of style and taste, and I would prefer to
attribute the small and simple caves to a later period, when the roval patronage which
the settlement enjoyed during the reign of Kharavela and his successor was withdrawn.

The medizeval carvings may be assigned to a period ranging from the eighth to the
cleventh century AD., and we have morcover in one of the caves, which contains the
largust number of such carvings, the inscription of the time of UddvotakeSari,
which, though not accurately datcable, probably belongs to the eleventh century A.D.
But we must at the same time admit that the caves containing medieeval Jain figures
need not necessarily be as late as that, for we have in the Gane$agumpha, one of
the old caves, an instance of an image of Gancga having been carved out of the
back wall of the cave at a much later date.

[ have already referred to the great damage which unfortunately the Hathi-
gumpha inscription has suffered on account of the brittle nature of the rock on
which it is cut. To restore the missing portions of the text is of course out of the
question, but in order to preserve the remaining parts of this invaluable record, a
shade or verandah has been erccted in front of it, to keep off the glare of the sun
and the torrents of the monsoon—evidently the most destructive factors. The
verandah is so built that the inscription, which is just below its roof, can be easily
read.  But as the inscription is very high above ground and many of the letters have
become very faint and indistinet, a visitor will need a scaffolding to engble him to
examine the letters more closcly,  Since the time when Kittoe prepared his eye-copy,
about 1833, many letters appear to have vanished, and this cop;: must therefore be
always consulted. It is a marvel of accuracy, considering that I(lFtOC was unzllble to
anderstand the inscription.  There is also @ plaster-cast of the inscription i the
Indian Museum, which was made by Mr. A. E, Caddy in 1896.

The steps leading up to the verandah in front of the GaneSagumpha were

G
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flanked by two elephants’ statues, each represented as standing and picking up some
flowers or fruits with its trunk, a common device in ancient Indin art. Both these
statues werc found broken and overthrown in front
been raised up again, and the missing
correspondence with the other statue.

the two clephants, though, of course,
tions of Ganesa,

of the cave. Thev have now
parts of one of them have heen restored m
Hois evident that the cave derived its nane from
theyv were not ortginally meant to be representa-
but merely  ornamental fierures,

N vers similar elephant statne of
about the same date now stands msid

asmall shrine near the Visnapal temple at
Gaya, where it is worshipped as Gy

The Zantua Caves are two small cells, one above the other, on the southern
peak of the hill, which is called Khandagiri proper, as distinguished
the northern peak, although the whale
Khandagiri.

a-raja. s origin is unknown,

from Udavagin,
group docally bears the generie name of
Zantua means a diving bird, and the
birds which arc carved over the arches of the doors as it in the aer of
water.  The Zentuli Cave is close to them.
tree, standing in front of i,

caves derve therr mame from some
plunging mto

s mame comes from a Cunanind
These three caves, although

of smaller size and minor
importance, belong to the ol

order and were in
According]v the broken parts of their

the rubbish and rank vegetation

urgent need of conservation.
prllars and roofs have been repared, and
which had  accumuliged around them have been
removed. The S(Ifg/llll’(l (,‘m'('\ which 15 one ol lhu.\'«' (‘un!,’tining |m~(]i,|-\';l] J;lin

images, has also received the henelit of somerepairs.  \ modern brick struetire in front
of it was demolished, and a1 new SUPPOTt Lo its verandaly wis
the old work. An attempt to clean the interior of
the carved friezes unfortunately

bl up in the sivle of
most of the caves and especially
met with less success, hut some
respect has been made,  As long as the caves
Yogis and Sannvasis, who cook their me

*unprovement in this
continue to be occupied by modern
als i them, there iy Lttle chance of protecting
vetan effort to oust the intrude
support, as cven cducated Hindus laboyr under

kind can be claimed as of right
primitive use and objcct,

their interiors against grime rs meets with no popular
the adea that structures of this
as residences for asvetics, since that was their

Section 1.

MEDIAVAL HINDU TEMPLES.

The Temple of Mundesvari.

In the Bhabua sub-division of the modern district of Shahabad, seven miles
south-west of Bhabua, is an isolated hill close t

above the plain to a height of 600 feet,
one mecets with steps laid out with

o the village of Ramgarh, rising
Ascending the hill along its castern slope
stones, traces of small brick buildings, statues,
rock-carved figures, and other scattered rclics of antiquity.  Pilgrims have chiselled
their names in the rock, and the letters cmployed belong to a remote time.  In some

cases they are adorned by shell ornaments, which is, I think, the only true case of the
often mentioned “shell-characters.”

CONSERVATION IN BENGAL. 43

The temple of Mundeévari stands on the sumrr.lit'of t!le hill, and a i;iu'r is he}d
there in the month of Caitra, When | ﬁrst‘ saw the building, it was e'xtlerna Zl 1mexr-.e y
a heap of broken stones, the débris hiding the.walls almosthentlr? yc,1 anr :e;u;zg
openings only around the northern and southern \\'1ncici;\'s and t}t] e Z\; oanzoins o O(;
C:!St(:l'l; and western side.  Jungle and' trees grew freely over the r?d ) ; o
the castern door stood a few pillars, which cv1d(:‘ntly once support% :;por) CO.) (c;
interior was intact; it was of octngonz}l shape with a flat roof: and lnftDc Cc!jtr(,;tho?
2 caturmukha mahadeva, or a linga with four heads, and 'an lmhetge 0 : utrg:a. crz
were also a large stone chest, Pmbf}bly used for hoarding th‘f tvemp € rL?{SUfz,XHI}‘P
another large stone vesscl shaped like a kettle.  Though t'b two statucs mnside the
(t”.lm )]L; did :01 appear to be of remarkably great age, the carvings around the' windows
.L 1l]  as well as some detached statues close to the temple bore .(::Yldellce of
s or period, and the writing along the steps furnished additional proof
bclongmg to a remoter period, velv hiol Hauity
that the place was one of comparativety mgh antiquity. ' ' , dthe siruct

Since then the débris around the temple has been cleared away, an ’e structure,
or what remains of it, has been laid open. It appears to have formed an octagon
outside as well as inside. The principal door was to the eas.t, and another door
afforded ingress from the west. There were two windows each. in the northern and
southern sides filled with latticed stonework, and the intervening mural spaces were
provided with small niches for the reception of statucs. It is difficult to say now how
the roof was shaped, but it must have been crowned by the usual mclon-dome, frag-
ments of which have been found amonyg the débris. On the left-hand side of the
eastern door is aninscription in three lines, in characters of the cighth century. It reads:
§r7~pam-zwlrz-ga-z;z,b/zz‘m-Mzrum414/{1. I think, however, that the temple 1s still older,
as among the débr/s the second half of an inscribed stone has been found, the first
hall of which had been sent to the Indian Muscum, Calcutta, in 1891. This stone
is dated Saiiwalsare trinsatitame Karttika-divase dvavinsatitame (year’ 30, tbc
22nd of Karttika) which must be referred to the Harsa cra, thl'ls corresponding wx.th
635 AD. The name of the ruling cl‘ucf, .on.c letter of whxc'h 1s lost, .sz be easily
dcpil)h““‘d as Udayasena, and the .lﬂS(‘.I‘lpt’l(.)n records VZlI’l.OUS donations madc t.o
Mandale§vara, probably an incarnation of Siva, thcn. worshipped t?ch. There s
nothing in the style of the temple opposed to the view that t.he bu'lldmg dates fr'om
about 635 A.D. The statues, which \\;t':re found among the r’ubbl'sh, with Ythe -eXCC.Ptlon
of onc Agni, are representations of  Siva, Durga, Gm)céa,.l\artttkc'\';}, Nandi, Lingas,
and Ardhandri$vara and Har-Tlara, the last two on both sides of a pillaster.

Now that the débrrs around this interesting little temple has been cleared away,
further repairs will be undertaken within the imit of available funds.

The Temples at Bhubanesvar.

We possess very few true and reliable data for determining Ehe agti of the vast
number of temples and s.rines which still exist at the sacred ,Ekmnm tirtha or the
tirtha of the single nango-tree. The Temple of Brahmesvara, we know, was
built by Kolavati, the queen of the King UddyotakeSari, who appears to have been
connected with the so-called Somavamsi Kings, a dynasty whose copperplates have
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42 ARCH/EOLOGICAL REPORT.

flanked by two elephants’ statues, each represented as standing and preking up some
flowers or fruits with its trunk, a common deviee in ancient Indin art.
statues were found broken and overthrown in front of the cave. Thev have now
been raised up again, and the missing parts of one of them have heen restored in
correspondence with the other statuc. It is evident that the cave derived its name trom
the two clephants, though, of course, theyv were not origmallv meant 1o he representa-
tions of GancSa, but merely ornamental figures.

Both these

A very sl clephant state of
about the same date now stands inside asmall shrine near the Visoupad temple
Gaya, where it is worshipped as Gavd-eaja. 1ts origin s unknown.

The Zantua Caves are two small cells, one above the other, on the sonthern
peak of the hill, which is called Khandagiri proper, as distincuished from Udos g,
the northern peak, although the whole group locally bears the gencrie name of
Khandagir.  Zartua means a diving bird, and the caves derive ther nanme from some
birds which are carved over the arches of the doors as it in the et ot plunging into
water.  The Zentuli Cave is close to them s name comes from o tamend
tree, standing in front of it,  These three caves, althoueh of soadler size and manor
importance, belong to the old order and were i urgent need of conservation.
Accordingly the broken parts of their pillars and roots have  been tepaired, and
the rubbish and rank vegctation which had accamulated around them have been
removed.  The Salghara Caze, which is one ot those containing  medieval Jain
images, has also received the benelit of some repairs. X modern brick structire in tront
of it was demolished, and a new support 1o its verandah was bt up i the sty e of
the old work.  An attempt to clean the interior of most of the caves and especilly
the carved friezes unfortunately met with less succeess, but some nnprovement in s
respect has been made.  As long as the caves continue to be oceupted by modern
Yogis and Sannyasis, who cook their meals in them, there is Title chanees of protecting
their interiors against grime; vet an effort to oust the intrders meets with no popular
support, as cven cducated Hindus labour under the wdea that structures of this
kind can be claimed as of right as residences for aseetics, since that was their
primitive usc and object.

Section 1.

MEDIZAZVAL HINDU TEMPLES.
The Temple of Mundesvart.

In the Bhabua sub-division of the modern district of Shahabad, seven miles
south-west of Bhabua, is an isolated hill close to the village of Ramgarh, nsing
above the plain to a height of 6oo feet,  Ascending the hill along its castern slope
one mecets with steps laid out with stones, traces of small brick buildings, statues,
rock-carved figures, and other scattered relics of antiquity.  Pilgrims have chiselled
their names in the rock, and the letters cmployed belong to a remote time.,  In some

cases they are adorned by shell ornaments, which is, [ think, the only true case of the
often mentioned “ shell-characters.”

CONSERVATION IN BENGAL. 43

The temple of MundeSvari stands on the summit.of tbe hill, and a fair is held
there in the month of Caitra.  When I first saw the building, it was e:xternally mer'e]y
a heap of broken stones, the débrzs hiding the.walls almost entirely, and lfﬁavmg
openings only around the northern and southern windows and the two doo.rs in the
cnstcn; and western side.  Jungle and trees grew freely over the roof, and in front of
the castern door stood a few pillars, which evidently once support?d a portico. The
interior was intact ; it was of octagonal shape with a flat roof, and m the centre stood
A caturmukha mahadeva, or a linga with four heads, and an image of Durga. There
were also a large stone chest, probably used for hoarding the temple trea%suTe, and
another large stone vessel shaped like a kettle.  Though tf.le two statues 1n51.de the
temple did not appear to be of remarkably great age, the carvings around the. windows
and doors as well as some detached statues close to the temple bore .e\.ndence of
belonging to a remoter period, and the Writil']g alon'g t'he steps furnished additional proof
that the place was one of comparatively high antiquity.

Since then the débrrs around the temple has been cleared away, and the structure,
or what remains of it, has been laid open. It appears to have formed an octagon
outside as well as inside. The principal door was to the east, and another door
afforded ingress from the west.  There were two windows each in the northern and
southern sides flled with latticed stonework, and the intervening mural spaces were
provided with small niches for the reception of statues. It is difficult to say now how
the roof was shaped, but it must have been crowned by the usual melon-dome, frag-
ments of which have been found amone the débris.  On the left-hand side of the
eastern door 1s aninscription in three lines, in characters of the eighth century. ltreads:
S)'I—'P(Il‘(l-?(ll(l-gn71/(1/11_7’4-ﬂ/{l?’ltﬁﬂ{lq/(l. I think, however, that the temple is still older,
as among the débris the sccond half of an inscribed stone has been found, the first
half of which had been sent to the Indian Muscum, Calcutta, in 1891. This stone
1o dated Sawnvalsare trimSatitame Karttika-divase dvivimnsatitame (vear 30, the
2ond of Kirttika) which must be referred to the Harsa cra, thus corresponding with
635 A.D. The name of the ruling chief, one letter of which is lost, can be easily
deciphered as Udayasena, and the inscription records various donations made to
Mandale§vara, probably an incarnation of Siva, then worshipped there.  There s
nothing in the style of the temple opposed to the view that the building dates from
about 633 A.D.  The statues, which were found among the rubbish, with the exception
of one Agni, arce representations of  Siva, Durgd, Ganeda, Karttikeya, Nandi, Lingas,
and Ardhanariévara and Han-ITara, the last two on both sides of a pillaster.

Now that thie débrzs around this interesting httle temple has been cleared away,
further repairs will be undertaken within the limit of available funds.

The Temples at Bhubanesvar.

We possess very few true and reliable data for determining the age of the vast
number of temples and s.rines which still exist at the sacred Ekamra tirtha or the
tirtha of the single iango-treec. The Temple of Brahimesvara, we know, was
built by Kolavati, the queen of the King UddyotakeSari, who appears to have been
connected with the so-called Somavaré Kings, a dynasty whose copperplates have
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been found in large numbers in Cuttack, the Orissa Tributary States, and the adjacent
district of Sambhalpur in the Central Provinces. The inscription, which, together
with others to be dealt with presently, was submitted to the Asiatic Society in 1811,
but returned to Bhubanesvar in 1838, is now lost. The reign of UddyotakeSari,
of whom we possess a second short inscription from Khandagiri (sec above, page 40),
probably belonged to the second-half of the cleventh century A.D.

Next in chronological order comes another inscription, which evidently refers
to the Temple of Ananta-Vasudeva. 1t announces that Bhavadeva, a learned
Brahmin minister of an otherwise unknown King Harivarman, at the place where the
inscription is found, set up a stone image of Nirayana, founded a temple of the god,
in which he placed images of Narayana. Ananta, and Nrsimha, dug a tank in front
of the temple and laid out a garden in its neighbourhood.! The temple here referred to
is evidently the temple of Ananta-Vasudeva, which is the only shrine in Bhubanesvar
dedicated to Visnu. The inscription seems to have belonged to this temple and is still
preserved inside its court wall. The date appears to have been about 1200 A.D.

Contemporaneous with it probably was the third and last temple record of this
kind. It is now also inside the Ananta-Vasudeva temple, but must have belonged
to some other building. It records that a Temple of Meghesvara was built by
Svapne$vara, a connection and general of the Ganga King Aniyankabhima (Ananga:
bhima) 1. That king ascended the throne in 1192 A.D., and reigned for 10 years.!
Hence the temple was built about 1200 A.D. There is, however, some uncertainty
as to which of the present shrines represents the temple built by SvapneSvara, The
Public Works Department have given the name Meghe$vara to a temple which
Mitra and others used to call Bhaskare$vara, and have conferred the latter name
upon another shrine, some 100 fect to the east of jt. Probably, however, the last:
mentioned temple represents the truc Meghe$vara shrine, built by Svapnegvara, a5
the tank mentioned in the inscription still exists close to it, while the other temple
has no tank.?

Concerning all the other temples and shrines, reliable records of a similar nature
are entirely wanting. It has, accordingly, been the custom to refer to the statements
contained in the Madla Paji or the annals of the temple of Jagannatha at Puri.
What may be gathered from those records with regard to the history of the
Bhubanesvar temples will be found embodied into the claborate descriptions given
by Mitra in Volume 1I of his work on Orissa Antiquities, But none of the records can
be relied upon. Mr. Fleet has, I think, conclusivelv proved that up to the conquest
of Orissa by the Ganga King Codaganga the annals contain nothing but pure fiction,
and that they cannot be used for historical purposes.* The long line of KeSari
kings, who are said to have ruled over Orissa for many centuries and to have built
the principal shrines at Bhubanesvar, may be regarded as a later fabrication, contain=
ing nothing historical, except a dim reminiscence of two actual kings of Orissa,
Yayiti and Janamejaya, but even these have been entirely misplaced as regards

Y Epigraphia Indica, Vol. VI, p. 204.

3 Jbidem, p. 200.

' See Fournal As. Soc. of Bengal, Vol. LXV1, 1897, Part I, p. 16.
* Epigraphia Indica, Vol. 111, p. 334, ef seq.
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