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ENGLAND’'S PLERGES TO INDIA.
ACT OF PARLIAMENT OF (833.

That no native of the said terntories (India;, nor any natural-born subject of His Majesty resident
therein shall, by reason only of his religion, place of birth, descent, colour, or any of them, be disabled
from holding any place, office, or employment under the said Government, ‘Act 3 and 4. Wm. Iv., c.
8s, s.87..

Her Majesty’s Proclamatioy in 1858.

We hold ourselves bound to the natives of our Indian Territories by the same
obligations of duty which bind us to all our other Subjects : and those obligations, by
the Blessing of Almighty God, we shall faithfully and concientiously fulfil,

* * * * # 3t

And it is our further will that, so far as may be, our Subjects, of whatever
Race or Creed, be freely and impartially admitted to offices, in our Service, the Duties
of which they may be qualitied by their education. ablitv. and integrity, duly to
discharge. ‘

Lord Northbrook on Indian Affairs.

" There is one simple test which we may apply to all Indian fquestions ; lot
s never forget that it is our duty to govern India, not for our own protit and advan-
tage, but for the benefit of the natives of India, ™

Lord Lytton's Speech at the Delhi Assemblage on 1st January, 1877.

* But you, the natives of India, whatever your race and whatever your creed,
have a recognised claim to share largely with your English fellow-subjects, according
to your capacity for the task, in the administration of the country you inhabit. This
claim is founded on the highest justice, It has been repeatedly aftirmed by British
and Indian statesmen, and by the Legislation of the Imperial Parliament. Itis re-
cognised by the Government of India as binding on its honor-and consistent with all
the aims of its policy.™

Lord Ripon in the Viceregal Legislative Council.

‘““The document (Her Majesty's Proclamation) is not a treaty, it is not a dip-
lomatic instrument, it is a declaration of principles of Government which, if it is obliga-
tory atall, is obligatory in respect to all to whom itis addressed. The doctrine, there-
fore, to which Sir Fitzjames Stephen has given the sanction of his authority, I feel
bound to repudiate to the utmostof my powers. It seems tome to be inconsistent 7 G
the character of my Sovereign and with the honour of my country, and if it wgygf ficge#::
to be received and acted upon by the Government of England, it would do more than .- .
anything else could possibly do to strike at the root of our power and to deStroy our )
just influence,  Because that power and that influence rests upon the cohviction of '
our goad faith more than upon any other foundation, aye,.more than u]'xwﬁm' e <.
of our soldiers and the reputation of our arms.” ] T

Lord Dufferin’s Speech on the Occasion of Her Majesty's Jubilee

“Glad and happy should I be if, during my sojourn amang them
of India), circumstances permitted me to extend, and to place upon a wide ]
logical footing, the political status which was so wisely given, a generation ago, by tHADRRT
great statesman, Lord Halifax, to such Indian gentlemen as by their influence, their =~
acquirements, and the confidence they inspired in their fellow-countrymen, were
marked out as useful adjuncts to our Legislative Counecils.”

. e e .

Lord Lansdowne in the Viceregal Legislative Council, gth January, 18g1.
‘ ¥ * % “the Proclamation of 1538, which the Government of Tndia regards
as i the highest degres vbligatory upon it # = % : s
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it witnessed during the great crisis of 1837,
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ational Gongress, which was held at Lucknow
ble evens from many points of view, and
litical veform. It is impossible fully

"The fiftcentl session of the Indian N
during the last Chiristmus week, was a remarka
marks a new epoch in the history of Indian po
to realise its significance without taking note of the circumstances in which it was
held, the peculiar features of its proceedings which distinguish it from the previous
sessions, and the remarkably sympathetic, and even cordial recognition that was
accorded to it both by the Indian and the Anglo-Indian section of our press. A brief
statement of somae of the preliminaries of the last session will not be out of place

here.
Oudl is the latest acquisition t
Burmah, and its capital Lucknow has, for

o the British Crown, excepting the annexation of
some of the solemn and immortal scenes
found an enduring place in one of

the most stirring chapters of Anglo-Indian history. Some forty years ago, when in
Bengal people were travelling in railway trains and sending their messages by tele-
«raph, in Qudl runners and harkaras were seen running about with letter-bags on their
backs, and bullock carts dragging their slow length along from place to place through
all the perils of trackless jungles. While the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, which had
been founded at the time of Warren Hastings, was carryingon its learned researches;
while hundreds of educated youths wereissuing forth from the Calcutta, Madras and
other educational institutions, while the Brahmo Samaj was propagating and dissem-
inating its teachings in the English tongue, not a single public school existed in the
whole province of Qudh; and the darkness of a most appaling ignorance rested upon
the land. In Bombay, as well as in Bengal, the spirit of change and enterprise had
been stirred by the touch of Western civilization, and shrewd observers perceived
that the little leaven which had been introduced was destined one day to leaven the
whole Indian community. But in Oudh, luxury and profligacy, while they lent
charm and brilliancy to the outer surface, were eating likea canker into the heart
of the society; and people clung with blind obstinacy to the rags and remnants of
old and dying ideas and institutions, whose incongruity with the new order springing’
all around them wasevery day bringing them nearer to their doom. The transform-

iion of Oudh, under the influence of forces at work in other parts of India, was inevit-
able; but it was very much hastened by the change of Government in 1856, which was
{ollowed by a yet gre irit of the new Government on the morrow

ater change in the spi
of the great explosion of a year later. Even without the change of Governroent Oudh
conld not have escaped

1 modern influences ; but it would have been, like some of our
Native States, in all probability more prosp

erous than now, but in every other
respect behind the age. The establishment of British rule has ordered it otherwise.
In alittle more than forty years Oudh has undergone a complete change - social,
political, moral, intellectual.

The old order has disappeared ; the old nobility has
fallen into decay @ complete redistribution o

¢ wealth and position has taken place ;
tliose who held sway forty years ago have fallen, and upon their ruins have risen those
who owe their power and influence to the new regime. Much that was impressive,
attractive, beautiful, and noble ; much that made the masses happy, in the midst of
general insecurity, and the classes just and chivalrous, in an atmosphere of abject
slavery, has perished, or is fast perishing: but in education, free press, political
liberty, in equality of opportunity, in the abolition of class-privileges, in the introduc-
tion of equal and impartial laws, in the free play of the mind, in the slow fusion of the
divergent sections into an organic political society, we may discern the first stirrings
of thenew life which 18 destined to raise us on the stepping-stones of our dead selves
to higher things. Oudlh has been fairly launched upon its cateer of progress, and as.



in an ardent eagerness for political reform, and when we consider the historic antece-
dents of Oudh, the touching memories which still cling to its interesting capital, and
the strong conservatism which still characterises its people, we cannot help thinking
that the meeting in Lucknow of an assembly of men of light and leading, drawn from
different parts of India, with the object of deliberating upon Imperial and National
questions, was the greatest and most significant manifestation of the political spirit
to which British rule has given birth.

The convocation of the leading politicians of the country, ina pre-eminently Mahome-
dan city stillbearing the faint retlections of an oriental court which only till the other day
shone in its gorgeous splendour, was anevent which a generation ago would have seemed
beyond the dreams of the wildest democrat, but which we now know to be the natuval
and inevitable outgome of the sweep of deep-lying forces which have, ever since the
dawn of the present century, been mouldingand transforming silently and unobtrusively,
but surely and irresistibly, the springs of our nationallife. Still, when the Congress-
party of Oudh and theN.-W. P. invited the Congress toholdits session at Lucknow, they
fully knew that their task would not be quite free from certain risks and difficulties.
Those risks and difficulties—some expected, some unexpected-—came ; but the mem
bers of the Reception Committee, under the wise, firm, and courageous guidance

of their Chairman, Babu Bansi Lal Singh, met them like men, and the successfu]

-ending of the session is the best reward of their endeavour that they counld desire.

It is a matter of repeated experience that, whenever the Congress has been invited
to hold its session in these Provinces, its organisers have unfortunately met with
a certain amount of official opposition. When the first Allahabad Congress was held, the
official opposition had passed the bounds of decency. Sir Auckland Colvin openly
placed himself at the head of the Anti-Congress agitation, and published a long and
-elaborate indictment against the aims of the Congress and the conduct of its leaders.
When the second Allahabad Congress took place, in Sir Charles Crosthwaite’s time,
official opposition re-appeared, though in a less lively form. When the third session
of the Congress in the United Provinces was proposed to be held at Lucknow, whispers
of displeasure and disapproval began to make themselves audible in official cirecles.
Incertain districtsthe official pressure was so strong that none came forward to be elec-
ted as delegates from those places. This seems rather an ungracious prelude to what
it is a pleasure to record here as regards the just, considerate, and sympathetic attitude

of Sir Antony MacDonnell’s Government towards the Congress movement in these

Provinces. Butin an impartial review of the past, it would be falsifying the picture

to suppress its shades in order to enhance the effect of itslights. The first collision
between the officials and the Congress Committee occurred in the question of selecting
some suitable site for the Congress camp. It was proposed that the authorities should
be asked to grant some site in the vicinity of the populated portion of the city to ensure
the convenience both of the outsiders and of the residents of the place. The Com-
missioner was approached in the matter, and he, at the time, did not seem to
have any objections to the putting up of the Congress camp and the Pundal on the
Shah-Mina grounds, which the Committee had applied for, and which, thanks to Sir
Antony MacDonnell’s interposition, they were ultimately able to secure. The matter
was referred to the Municipal Board for opinion; but the Civil Surgeon, as Health
‘Officer, and the Deputy Commissioner, as Chairman of the Board, strongly opposed
the Committee’s application, on the ground that the health of the city. might be
endangered by the comingin of delegates from plague-infected areas, and they carried
their point unopposed, owing to misapprehension on the partof those members, who
were in favour of granting the application of the Congress Committee, caused in
no small measure by certain vague and shadowy assurances given. It was thus
unanimously resolved by the Board thatthe site applied for should not be granted
to the Congress Committee. The Commissioner accepted the decision of the Board,
rejected the application for the grant of Shah-Mina ground, and asked the Congress
‘Committee to suggest some site beyond the inhabited limits of the city, which in
Lucknow means some thres or four miles distant from the haunts of mon, and eq ually

it was impossible to find a suitable site some three or four miles distant from the main
cily, the site, if even found, could not afford comfort or convenience to the delagates
without entailing an amount of expenditure which the Committee certainly could not
-afford to bear. The Committee, finding themselves utterly helpless in the matter, and
believing that u= 1 the selection of a good site depended in a large measure the success
of the Congress Session, appealed to thelocal Government against the decision of the
local authorities, expressing their perfect willingness to submit to any arrangements
the Government might think fit to make as regards the locating and segregating of
delegates coming from plague-infected areas. His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor was
pleased to accept the prayer of the Committee for the grant of Shah-Mina ground for the
purposeof erecting the Pandal, and to direct the Commissioner to grant the Committee
any suitable site which they might suggest for locating delegates coming from plague-
infected places, and to afford them every possible facility in the matter of disinfection
and segregation. Under any rules it is impossible to secure perfect convenieuce;
but the rules, framed for the purpose and in consultation with the members of the
‘Committee, were generally considered to be the best and most reasonable that could
be desired. The securing of the Shah-Mina ground was a piece of real good luck for
the Committee, for without such a site as that, the last session of the Congress,
neither on its useful nor on its ornamental side, would have been the success it was.
At one time it seemed rather difficult to hope for this happy result, so discouraging
was the attitude of the local authorities towards the Congress Committee, and so
disheartening the conduct of some who ought to have known better. When the local
-authorities had decided against the Committee, there was an end of the matter. They
were saved by Sir Antony MacDonnell, but in these Provinces his action was unprece-
dented. In 1888 the Honourable Pundit Ajodhya Nath, President of the Reception
Committee, complained to the Congress thus :—

“We were first of all led to believe —I may say distinctly informed—that we should be permitted
‘‘to occupy the Khusro Bag for our encampment. But a little later, to our great disappointment,
‘““we were told that the requisite permission could not be accorded ; and no satisfactory reason was
‘“assigned for the change of front.” .

Some twelve years later another Chairman of our Reception Committee, referring
to similar experience, spoke in the following grateful terms:

‘*But contend as we have had to with so many obstacles, some of them quite unlooked for, I
‘‘cannot allow his opportunity to pass without inviting your attention to the good-will and courtesy
‘““invariably shown by the ruler of ‘this Province in reference to any and every representation made
“by our Committes to His Honor. It isto his kindly interposition, gentlemen, that we owe this
‘' gite—the very best in this city —upon which our Pandal stands. I hope, therefore, that I may he
‘‘permitted, on behalf of this whole assembly, to offer to Sir Antony MacDonnell our. humble and
‘‘ respectful thanks.”

The contrast between the state of things now and as it was some twelveyears ago,
in these Provinces, is one upon which we have every reason to congratulateour selves.

The Committee had to face another difficulty with which time has made us quite
familiar, but of which our Anglo-Indian critics never forget to make use in order to
discredit the Congress movement. Anti-Congress demonstrations, whenever the Con-
gress is expected to visit these Provinces, seem to have become somewhat fashion-
able ; 80 when some Mahomedan patriots of Lucknow came out of their harems and
memorialised the Government to prohibit the meeting of the Congress in this city,

on the ground that it might import plague from the Dekkan, nobody'was surprised,
for it was expected that those, whose occupation it is to regulate their earthly lives
by watching the signs in the official heaven, would not be slow to take advantage of an
occasion when so many official stars in their courses seemed to be fighting for
them. There mygt have been some mistake in their calculations (for political
astrology is as yet a very uncertain thing), as the wished-for event did not come
to pass, because His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor desired ‘‘to place no unnecessary
impediment in the way of the discussion of public questions in a temperate and loyal
spirit.” The signatories to the memorial were not many and were all Mahomedans-
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tfor delegates coming from the warmer parts of the country; and as far as the limited
resources, both in men and money, of the Committee permitted, no pains were spared
in studying their comforts and convenience. ‘

‘By the 26th December most of the delegates had avrived, and in the evening of the
same date, when Mr. R. C. Dutt, the President-elect, was expected to arrive from Cal-
ade to give him a public reception at the Railway Station.

Hundreds of men, including delegates, members of the Reception Committee, Raises,
and other notabilities of Lucknow, waited on the platform for the arrivalof their
distinguished guest, while outside the station thousands had assembled to accom-
" pany the procession to the Kotki which had been fitted up for him. As the train-
arrived at 6-80, and people caught sight of Mr. Dutt, one deafening volley of cheers
burst from all sides, which lasted for several minutes, and as, under a shower of
- Hlowers, and througha crowd of enthusiastic men, he was escorted to his carriage by &
arge number of ‘volunteers’ holding candle-lights in their hands, we all felt that we

o a scene the like of which had never occurred in Lucknow before.

were  witnessing
Truly it was a beautiful and an inspiring sight—the stréets from the station to the

President’s Kothi, crowded with faces beaming with joy aud pride; the procession of
delégates, the volunteers, the young men of the province, carrying candles and torches
in their. hands, even the shop-keepers vying with each other in their desire to show
“their mark of vespect for their illustrious countryman by taking part in the general

cutta, arrangements were m

jubilation. _ :
_ The Congress met at 2 o’clock noon on the 27th December 1899, But long before

“the appointed hour, crowds of delegates and visitors began to stream into the compound,
and words of good cheer and friendly greetings were heard on every side. By 12
o'clock more than 4,000 men had taken their seats in the Pandal. Members
of the Reception Committee saton the platform. The volunteers with their badges
stood at their posts. Move than 8,000 visitors crowded the galleries. Some 700
delegates were there, representing all that is good, accomplished, and patriotic in the
land, Of these, about 8300 were Mahomedans to demonstrate the hollowness of the
Anti-Congress league. The representatives of martial races were there to refute the
calumnies of the Anglo-Indian press. Under the shadow of the great mausoleum,
-which will always remain associated with the memory of the most generous king
whom Oudh has known, met the members of & communion wlich is the grandest
achievement of the rule of the noblest sovereign that has ever held the Indian Empire.
Over the dust of a dead past, on a spot where generations had lived and died in bappy
innocence and ignorance, unacquainted with the patriotic sentiment and strangers to
national aims, had arisen an edifice in which sat together, bound by ties of common

ons, the representatives of numerous races, and the

hopes and common aspirati
followers of many creeds. The Mahrattas and the Bengalis, the Sikhs and the
Madrasis, Hindus, Mahomedans, Christians, Parsis—all races, religions, interests were

represented there. Under the ample canopy of the splendid pavilion, standing upon
the ruins of ¢ cloud-capped towers and gorgeous palaces,” now faded like the fabric of
a vision, was realised the poet’s dream of “g& golden race on earth of many-languaged

men.” .
At about 2 P. M., Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt, accompanied by Members of the

Reception Committee, entered the Pundal amid loud and enthusiastic cheers of the
whole andience, and after he had taken his seat on the platform, Babu Bansi Lal Singh,
in a few well-chosen words, welcomed the delegates to the 15th session of the National
Coongress. 'The state of his health did not permit him to deliver himself his written
address, which was therefore read out on his behalf by Pandit Bishan Narayan ar.
Reference has already been made to some matters dealt with in the address, and a
" few important passages quoted ; but it contains other equally interesting matters.
Babu Bansi Lal Singh’s words of gentle and friendly remonstrance io Anti-Congress
men have already ‘been quoted ; his touching but convincing appeal to the Anglo-
Tndian opponents of the Congress may fitly be quoted here :

untry. You do not and, from your exclusive way, cannot know the

“ You are foreigners in this co
1a A not know voanr mind.  Rut von have hv vnnn adaantiaea?

mind Al bha maa—T-  —wd bha wmann
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Thus foiled in their first attempt, our anti-Congress friends were not going to
be so easily beaten, They formed a Committee under the leadership of Mirza
Mohammad Abbas, a local magnate, who was also once a member of the Statutory
Civil Service. This Committee tried hard to dissuade Mahomedans from joining
the Congress, and in order to effect its purpose the more easily, it introduced
the element of religion—a cry which is, as we all know, soapt to excite the Mahomedan
mind. Lucknow has been singularly free from religious disputes between Hindus and
Mahomedans, and it must be attributed to the good sense of both the communties
that they refused to depart from the path of unity and amity which they have
been treading for more than half a century. An anti-Congress demonstration was,
however, held on the Rifah-Aam ground, and some nine hundred Mahomedans atten-
ded. After some speeches, certain resolutions condemning the Congress and pray-
ing the Government for more patronage in the public service aud otherwise, for
members of the Mahomedan nobility and gentry, were passed inthe name of the
Lucknow public, by a meeting from which the Hindus as a body were absent, and at
which members of the royal family and the leaders of the Sunni denomination were
nowhere visible. The two marked features of the last year’s anti-Congress agitation
were : first, beyond Lucknow nobody was aware of its existence; and second, not one
single Hindu joined it. In this respect it was hardly worthy of its parent of green
and pious memory, that made so much noise in 1888. Then its voice was heard in
every important town in the brovince, and Sir Syed Ahmed, who led the forlorn
hope, was able for a time at least to have among his lieutenants some leading Hindus,
After twelve years the agitation again raises its head, but this time its captain is a
Mirza Mohammad Abbas with a nondescript following, while no Hindu—not even a
Hindu Rai Bahadur—shows any willingness to rally roand his flag. What a falling off
was here! No enthusiasm, no energy, no earnestness, no resolution, — divided against
itself, united only inits hatred of the rights of knowledge and intelligence, poor
anti-Congress league, tricked out in the costumes of sham loyalty, performs its antics
and disappears like ¢ the poor player that frets and struts his hovr upon the. stage,
and then is heard no more”'!

The Anti-Congress agitation was not only not successful in any way in injuring
the Congress cause, butit helped to draw a far larger number of Mahomedans to our
side than we would otherwise have been able to secure, and this in spite of the defec-
tion from our camp of two Mahomedan gentlemen who had been among the prominent
supperters of the Congress till the beginning of last year, but who—each for separate
reasons of his own, as they have been vouchsafed to us by the apologists of both
—declined to continue their connection with the Congress Committee. It is not
suggested that these gentlemen have turned hostile to the Congress itself ; but then
their public conduct does not seem consistent with their professed creed. However
regrettable the defection of the two Mahomedan gentlemen who, it is to be hoped,
have'kept their minds open for such considerations as may enable them to recover

~the position they have once filled in the public mind, still it is a matter of no small con.
solation to find that the Congress movement has acquired sucha forceand momentum
now that even the conduct of important individuals does not seem materially to affect
its course. The Chairman of the Reception Committee, in his address of welcome ot
the delegates, alluded to this aspect of dur difficulties, in words of sadness, earnest-
ness, sympathy, and gentle remonstrance, to which his calm Urdn statement lent an
additional force, and which we make no apology for quoting below :

“ You may probably have read in the papers that a kpot of about 50 Mahomedan gentlemen,
given out as influential Mahomedan residents of the city, some time ago memorialized the
Lieutenant-Governor, through the Commissioner of Lucknow, to prohibit the Congress from meeting
here (voices = shume, shame).  The chief ground for this patriotic request was that delegates from the=
Deccan would come laden with plague-germs, and would thus seriously endanger the health of the
¢ity. These gentlemen very conveniently forgot their own attitude towards the plague restrictions
when they were first imposed upon this province (hear, hear), The objection of these gentlemen,
however, did not seem convincing enough to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, who quietly
Tejected the memorial, because he desired to place no unnecessary impediment in the way of the
discussion of public'questions in a temperate and loyal spirit (cheers). ’ L

( v)

‘* As if this rebuff was not enough fov our Anti-Congress lights, they answered iv by holding on
the 3rd of this month what, we were informed with a flourish of trumpets, was going to be a por-

. tentious demoastration as they had succeeded in catching a K. C. I. E. from the ranks of the Oudh

Talugdars to preside at their meeting (laughier). The great demonstration has come and gone
without doing any sensible damage to the Congress cause, while the presence of about 300 Mahome-
dan delegates from Lucknow alone (hear, hear) clearly indicates that for the Anti-Congress, in
these provinces at least, the hour is not yet ripe and the men are not yet come !

‘I have no inclination to take you iuto ths depths and mazes of motives which now and again
#ive rise to this sort of opposition. A more lucid explanation of the phenomenon cannot be found
than in the pregnant words of Siv Charles Dilke: ‘The official class themselves admit that many
of the natives who attack the Congress do so to ingratiate themselves with their British rulers and
to push their claims for decorations’ (kenr, heai). That being the case, I do not think we need take
much notice of the showy doings of our friends of the opposition.

‘‘ In our provinee —and specialiy in this city —the relations existing between Hindus and Mahome-
dans are so cordial (howr, howr)—for generations past both have lived together so peacefully and
amicably that I am confident that no amount of the preaching of the gospel of division and discord
can ever ruffle these happy relations (checig). Our alliance is perhaps even stronger to-day than
ever ; for both of us—Hindus and Mahomedans—have met to-day under the stress of common
interests and determined to arrive at a common goal. B

‘* Gentlemen, Congress principles, based as they are upon the solid foundations of loyalty and
patriotism—~upon & firm attachment to the British Crown and an unshakable.resolve to raise the
social and political status of our country—are safe from any opposition which may be offered to
them. The spirit of the age is with them; the genius of the British Fmpire is on their side (hear,
hear) ; they represent the forces which have built up modern civilisation. No hostile forces can
arrest the march of the Congress movement. It has lighted its beacon on a bigh rock, against which
the waves of opposition will beat in vain.

‘‘ But opposition, whatever may be its character or force, proves one thing if it proves anything
at all, namely, that the' cause or the principle, against which it is directed, is quietly making head-
way in some quarter, in spite of, or perhaps because of, the opposition. I need not thercfore be at
the painsto expose the sham aud hollow character of the meeting I have been speaking of; the
pretension of its promoters to be the sols and only representatives of the pcople of Lucknow, like
the proverbial three Tailors of the Tooley Street (laughicr), is falsified, as I have already remarked,
by the very presence in this Pundal of so many respectable Mahomedan friends, some of whom are
the descendants of the old royal and noble families of Qudh (wheers), not only from this eity alone,
but from different parts of India.

‘¢ The opposition to the Congress in India. gentlemen, bas always been of a singularly shy and
-bashful character. If our opponents object to any of our proposals, why don't they come in-our
midst-and state their differences? We welcome diversity of views we accept the sage’s words, that
among many counsellors there is wisdom. Iree discussion is the raéwmn delre of the Congress
movement. Gentlemen, this is the only reasonable and sound platform on which we can all meet
on equal terms to discuss public measures, and help each other in arriving at correct conclusions in
regard to them, and thusbe in a position to place thom before our rulers. Difference of opinion
will exist so long as human society exists, hut mutual tolerance and mutual confidence can do much
to clear up many misunderstandings, and teach each of the (:,or?t.endi.ng parties the ubilit.y of look-
ing at things from the standpoint of tpe othef-. To hold gopﬂlcbmgb views on 'public ques,t’mns. gen-
tlemen, is one thing, to take up an attitnde of uncompromising hostility is quite another,

Another thing which has to be admitted hereis that the Congress Committee in
their work found hardly any real and material support from the richer classes and
the landed aristocracy of the Province. This was not because, as our critics are
constantly reminding us, these classes are hostile to our political movement, and
are perfectly pleased with the existing administration; but because they are im-
mersed in hopeless ignorance and because they live in constant dread of an in-.
quisitional officialdom which js in itself the result of their ignorance.* In Bom-
bay and Bengal rank and wealth lead every forward movement, political or
otfler; because there thiey are allied with culture and enlightenment : while in this
Province the backwardness of education is the greatest hindrance to political re-
form. But in spite of popular ignorance, and the absence of a.gencies that call
forth public spirit, the native wit both ot the masses -(‘md tl}e richer .an.d upper
classes is keen enough to perceive certain ..glarmg defeets .- in thfa cxisting sys-
tem, and whenever you appeal to them--princes a,nd. peasants alike- upon mat-
tors which touch them iu their most vital pa.l:ts, sugh, for instance, as land-a§sessment,
taxation, or police administration, or famine rgl.lef, you are sure to meet w.1th a ready
for upon all these natters the Congress is the true exponent of th eir thoughts
which the officials neither understand, nor. care to understand.

or
response,
and sentiments,

* The evidence of a Deputy Inspector-General o1 Police, in a recent sensational case of police

3 -ows an interesting light upon tbe system of espionage to which public
3;3 gﬂ‘}icﬁtalﬁik:\?ﬁvjéfgdf aalthough the preseﬁae of a wise and <trong Governor has, for the time,

paralysed its activity in these provinces.
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policy, which has immortalized the names of Bentinck and Macaulay, created a considerable class
of men, filled with your ideas and aspirations, conversant with your wmanners and customs, nt.
tached to your rule by every tie of duty and .interest, who are desirous of acting as interpre-
ters between you and the people placed under your care, and in order to carry out this object, adopt
those methods of constitutional agitation which you yourself have taught them. What would be
the good of their education if they did not desire that which it has taught them to love and cherish ?
But now that they have orgaunised themselves into a body and formulated their wants in the most
loyal and temperate spirit, is'it vise, is it expedient, is it worthy of the great tradition of which
you are the heir, that their early efforts for self-improvement, which must be clumsy, should be
treated with suspicion, mistrus:, and jealousy, that their frec speech, encouraged by your own
readiness to listen to all honest expressions of opinion, should be construed into disaffection, and
a reactionary policy should be adopted to send terror into the people’s hearts, to silence and sup-
press public opinion, and thus to close the only safe and sure avenue you have, through which
you can get access to the real mind of the country ? Your most loyal subjects lament the change
which has come over your policy. In matters of education, for example, you have adopted a re-
actionary course which must end in undesirable consequences. You are not on the right road. The
time will come —and the sooner the better—when you will realise that the best friends of your rule -
are those who understand its manifnld blessings, and that the foundations of the British Govern-
ment will be strengthened, not hy alienating but by conciliating the feelings of the educated classes
(lear, kear), who here, as elsewhere, are the natural leaders of the masses,”

All this is reasonable enough when you look at the matter from the stand-
point of justice and right reason; but when vested interests come in, and class-pri-
vileges stand in danger of being disturbed, the considerations of justice are at once
put out of Court; and even in the case of Anglo-Indian officials, Hobbs’s saying,
it is to be feared, will long remdin true--that’'when reason is against a man, a man
will be against reason.

In the concluding portion of his address Babu Bansi Lal Singh touched
upon the question of giving the Congress a setiled constitution and of devising
means for curtailing the expenditure of its annual session. It must be a matter
of no small gratification to him that the question to which he gave the most promi-
vent  place in  his address was subsequently taken up by the Congress in
right earnest, and was decided on lines not very much different from those suggested
by himsel{.

The presidential address which Mr. Dutt delivered was a most remarkable
parformance. From the presidential chair of the Congress Sessions speeches have
been delivered that, for the splendour of their diction and the charm of their elo-
quence, have won universal admiration, others that were combative, stirring, calcu-
lated to excite the most apathetic spirits like the trumpet’s call on the field of battle,
others that were logical, critical, provocative of controversy. But Mr. Dutt’s speech
had peculiar merits of itsown. There was a note of urbaity in that speech which
must have softened the heart of the most hostile critic. In matter it was the speech
of a practical man addressing an assembly of practical men. It was inspired
throughout with that moral persuasiveness which waits upon deep conviction, and is
horne of vast experience illuminated with the light of uncommon common-sense. No
more reasonable, ctfective, and persuasive appeal has ever been made to rulers and
valed than that which Mr. Dutt made at Lucknow, and never was one of the
deepest and most dificult problems of Indian Government more tersely, simply, and
convincingly stated for the enlightenment of those who are responsible for the good
government of India than we find it stated in his memorable speech. Itis a satis-
faction to know that it was highly culogised even in organs of public opinion usually
hostile to the Congress.

The principal theme of Mr., Dutt’s speech was undoubtedly *the poverty of
India, its: causes and remedies’—a theme which, for its awful importance and far.
reaching consequences, has, ever since the dawn of free political discussions in this
.country, been the chief battle-ground of Indian and Anglo-Indian politicians. But
before referring to that portion of his speech—and that is the major portion of it—where
he deals with Indian poverty as it manifests itself in onr over-recurring famines in
his own masterly way, it may be well to notice his just and suggestive observations upon
tine or {wo matters which, if of less over-shadowing importance, do yet possess a signi-
ocance of their own, and a clearer understanding of which, too, will not have a S;Hlll

-
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;;;f e in the bringing about of that harmonious co-operation between Indians and
Hiigaishmen upon which the prosperity and the stability of the British Indian Empire
ultimately depend. Although Mr. Dutt very modestly asked his audience to listen ‘to
the plain words of a plain man,” yet when he defined ‘the creed of the Congress,’
lifting it up above the dust'and smoke of party strife, clearing it from the aspersions
-of ignorance and prejudice, they all felt that they listened to words which had sunk
-deep into their minds, and which could not but win for them the sympathies of all
right-minded Englishmen. ’

The National Congress is still an object of suspicion to a certain class of English
.officials. Its aims are still considered by them either mischievous or chimerical. Omar’s
logic is still applied to it, and we are often told that if the Congress means anything
moré than the declared pringciples of the British Government, it is mischievous, while
if it wants to get what the Government has already promised to give in its own good
time, it is useless ; and that in either case, therefore, it has no reason for its existence.
The whole world has decided long since that Omar’s logic was faulty ; and Mr. Dutt
‘had no difficulty in showing that the logic of our Anglo-Indian critics is equally faulty.
"To declare sound principles of administration is one thing ; to give practical effect
to them another. To do- is not so easy as to say: our passions, prejudices, habits of
‘thought, traditional sentiments, present interests, personal freaks, follies, vanities,
jealofisies, and a hundred other causes create round us an atmosphere in which we get
very distorted views of the realities of life. Our way may be paved with the best inten-
1ons, but that ought not to delude us into the belief that it is the right way and
jeads to a desirable goal. Who has ever doubted the good intentions of the British
Government ? In fact, our abiding faith in its justice and uprightness is the rock upon
which, we are parsuaded to think, it firmly and securely rests. But in this age men
walk by sight not by faith alone ; and if the sight contradicts the faith, we may be
snre—and this is a just warning to all parties- concerned—that the faith will in
.course of time rrow wealk, and must, asanecessary consequence, effect the foundations
of the great p itical fabric that has hitherto rested upon that faith. Well, we know
4he declared principles of British policy ; the words of the Queen’s Proclamation are
.engraved for ofer upon the tablets of our hearts ; but we see daily, almost hourly,
that the principles of British justice are not always observed by those placed to rule
.over us ; the Queen’s promises have not yet been fulfilled in their spirit, whatever may
have happened to them in the letter —which killeth—we know that after 150 years of Bri-
tish rule—a rule in so many respects nobler far than any which we haveever known—the
Englishman and the. Indian stand as far apart and as ignorant of each other as they did at
the battle of Plassey. The latest revelation of this unpleasant fact comes in the shape of
serious plafgue riots which have recently occurredind. vent parts of India, and which
have shown—if they have shown anything—that the ruliug class, after a long period of
comparatively established rule, like another famous line of rulers, has learnt nothing
and forgotten nothing, that it is yet unable to see things as we see them, to enter in-
to our thoughts and feelings, and to acquire even a moderate insight into the under-
cufrents of our social life. Why does the slightest disturbance in India make our
Government oscilate between panic and passion? Why, when two Englishmen are
murdered by some ruffians, is the cry of sedition and treason raised throughout the
whole country, and the ramifications of some mysterious conspiracy are traced to
Nepal? Why, when the slightest ignition of mob fury occurs, are alarm-bells rung
from the watch-tower of every Anglo-Indian press, and fire-engines are shunteé, as if
some great conflagration were at hand? The reason is plain enough. As Wlth.the
he civilised man, ignorance is the great source of fear. The English-
man does not know the Indian ; the Indian does not know the .Englishman. The one
wonders why his good intentions are misunderstood by the Irfdlan; the othge.r why Pls
simplest wants are unintelligible to the really clever Englishman. An imperative
reed has therefore clearly arisen that in the interest of t.he Empire, the dangers of
his misunderstanding should be obviated. On the side of the people this can
»e done only by men of light and leading, who know how to give utterance to vtl}e
narticulate wants of theirless i_nstructed’ countrymen, and to formulate them in
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words that may be intelligible.to their rulers. T}

. . : . he rulers know ir ¢ e
and.good intentions can enable them to know. But there is anoglgit stilzi‘:lt (,ultul,\-
Indian question, and that is the people’s side. It is essential to know this sideot;:oV -

, SO

that measures, theoretically good, may be fruitful of good in practice also. To di
: . is- -

charge t}ns function—that of representing to Government what the i
and .feel, in Prder that it may be enabled to adopt measures that may be in li)eople shink
not in conf,hct with the moving forces of Indian society—is ‘the creed of :lfmgny' and
f)ongress. Mr. Dutt has explained this creed with his usual directness ang £ ?tlonal
in a passage of his speech, at once simple and dignified, and which we quote heli‘;ness,
**For remember, gentlemen, that there are generally ides , . ;
fm:i discu'ssion, and it is des.irable and necessafy n;altbt:(‘):(})x s;;l;:su;lf:lflr(i g: e;:me:ihmh resentay
:l;lat / tle:‘ld before the questlon. is decided. 1tis no disrespect to the Civil Servil::e ); Irep’resented
represents, ably and fairly, the official side only of Indian questions. I hav i oo S0y
of passing the bes? years of my life in the Indian Civil Service, and I sha{l be atLe h]m:1 the honour
eat,lrh}; t(? question extper the abi.lity or the honesty of purpose of those able and h;;d ast person on:
n gogi)lgtteh:;clg:g Zlfgean adlines I have pleasant recollections of the years which {vﬁ‘;’iﬁ"g oo
trontment whish T e r(;efn iness with 'my colleagues in that service, of the fair and han}()iassed
e oy uon _lminve- rou(z1 my_semors, {md of the loyal and zealous co-operation thiome
tanlts and all }iyts;] shor:’ an I will say this, that take the Indian Civil Service with HCI? I
body of administmmror'commgs—for hard work and honesty of purpose there is ot all its
to the Indisn Gl Ss 12 ‘the world. Neverthless, it must be admitted, and it is no disa finer
questions, end does etm 1(.3 to say that that service represents only the official view of ;‘eilp.ecb
question. and it 1o ab?1an1 cannot represent the people’s views. There are two sides to ndian
ministration that notboo lubeﬂf nece.ssary" for the purposes of good government and .of “uzzerg
sented and heard Thexr-le.‘ e ?fﬁcwl view, bl.lt tht? people’s view on every question should b:r re re.
the people’s views' on lonal zrlfest?g:i‘l;)zilet; i;nNinti;t::;tllt Cpm-bs of India which give e.\'pressioxf) r:(;
866K 10 1 o ; but ongress is the only b i t0 whi
porl:;nz ;eég"}ieln;t:; ; ;:‘leleatsgr(?s?g;:;?:f C{)f tl:e‘a peoptle of India as a wholbe ix? dt‘;;e lll;rézdila;u‘i‘ hilxih
, % uestions of admi A '
vcvohlilflf‘;sfseg ig:bnfl : ;er;'ict: :;tltx:d(iovernmenb, the value of v:t:f:;atz::;o;r i;)e: e(f)(:':-’est:iﬁ It‘h(t]tional.
know what we feel, and w!;fat w: thi ky the Government %t.self. Itis a gain to the administ:aii, o
conceded. It is a help to re il: ) and what we desire—though our demands cannot al s be
aspirations tend tholzl b thSPOIILS le administrators to know in what direction our wishes ays be
Jou are helping’the calglse ;’5’ ay 110"'. !’:IWBIYS agree with us. I honestly believe, theref ad our
Torations ear aftor coue o golod administration and of good government in Indi,a, b ,e ore, tha:t-
tions ‘0 the future as) o Y :n d trust and hope that you will continue to carry on thegey((lmlt: doli-
our rulers, and with gdelit vt,e tl? S in e Bast, with good sense and moderation, with 1 F‘bera'
the future ,is with us ; and 1y (l)xi o int.erests of the poople. We ‘cannot fail ir;this r
part of the world, I ’for on(e’of nlg at the progress of nations all over the British Em e yovour ;.
of that great Emp’ire, and th » feel confident that we, too, are destined to move onw pire In ev?r3~
‘ ) at we, teo, shall secure some meags ards as a portion.
under the Imperial rule of England.” ure of progress and self-goverament
It is this one-sidedness of the official information
;1:;: a:fset(l)lfem(]))r'e than half of our political ills. The reactionary policy of 1897
fruit : aud ther;ﬁ::;dbe'];bﬂee of the Queen’s reign—was its most lame;tai)llle‘
Curzon’s Government. at a.r:‘,li?nl;r:vt]f::a;?r?l el:ament of vitality in it that even Lorg
‘el . cee . e loyalty of India to British C
universal 1tish Lro
tho s:d X ss:g:;z::é ha?3 xlxob thought fit to reverse it. Mr. Dutt, while :;I;ega§ b
since the timn ton s 0 897, the saddest year in its accumulation f rlng to-
Crown.™ ob ° " t India passed from the hatds of the Eas o} calamities.
o ) served more in sorrow-than in anger,

‘‘ Gentlemen, the measure was ba
sed on a bl — '
spread of ed\.lcation. The truthis precisely theu llii:rs?sz:;f der o eounecti
produced seditlon in the land, but it has been the str "
at, i
alllfp?d out real sedition .in this country within the last fifty yea
earlier, there was real sedition in the land—a real wi aric o1 the dark days of 1867 ang
n

s ) f sh 1
. turn this great Empire. That desire was bora of ig o aoome dark ang Obscure corners to Over

] 1he Governmenb has successiu y p on.
f “ t. ped out trh&t feeling by t:he spread Of ‘educati n Tl.\ ‘
stam ere-

never was a greater Imperialist among t

L.ord Dalhousie strengthened and fort?ﬁe%etlgogzsg-zs.s eneira,l of India than Lor

digpatch of 1854, and spreading education through vernazug; vIng offect to the fa

apholder of British Dominion.in its darkest days than L:l‘ schools. There nev.

lighed the Universities of Caleutta, Bombay and Madras “g }f;a:ning,
. ame p

pointed out by Mr. Dutt, which js

regarding the new sedition law
N

ng sedition wi
English educagi v oine
100 had n -
ongest weapon by which the Governm::t 0;::)
]

:10us educationg]
T Wa8 & stron er-
?Jd Lord Canning estib-
oliey has been pursned by

t Indig, Company to the .

ceessive Viceroys during the last forty years with the same object and the same effect, and
vherever education has spread, sedition in India is dead. And if real sedition still lingers in any
.orper of India, it is in the darkness of ignorance, not in the sunlight of education and free dis-
ussion. If T were disposed to foment sedition in India, I would desire in the first place to suppress
Wl free discussion, suppress all newspapers, and suppress all public meetings, as a burglar puts
yut the lights of a room before he commits burglary. And I make bold to add, gentlemen, that
f you had been inspired by hostile feelings against British rulein India, you would have worked
n the dark, and not come forward from all parts of India, year after year, to openly and loyally
lace your views before the ruling power. Fducated India has practically identified itself with
3ritish rule, seeks to perpetuate British rule, is loyal to the British rule, as Lord Dufferin said
ot through sentiment, but through the stronger motive of self-interest; because it is by a con-
inuance of the British rule that educated India seeks to securo that large measure of seli-govern-
nent, that position among the modern pations of the earth, which it is our aim and endeavour
o secure,” )

It is not to be expected that this wise and moderate counsel will have any immedi-
te effect upoun the minds of our rulers ; for upon most important questions they seem
o be under the thraldom of the Anglo-Indian Press, which as a body has arrayed
tself against Indian newspapers, and one of the favourite topics of which is the vili-
ying of Indian Journalists. When the fire of racial animosity was, in consequence
£ an unfortunate event, kindled in 1897, it was the Anglo-Indian Journals, who
lid their worst to fan the flame. It was the Pioneer which published a series of articles
'y a number of Anglo-Indian writers, entitled the ‘Signs of the Times,’ in which Hindus
1nd Mohammedans were equally blackguarded, branded with charges of sedition and
)espattered with all sorts of calumnies, in which the educated class was held up to the
corn and detestation of the Government, and the Government was asked to stamp out
he venomous breed of Indian Journalists. The Machiavellian cry prevailed, the
renerous policy of Bentinck and Metcalfe was reversed, and a course of dealing with
he freedom of the Indian Press was adopted, which showed that the methods of Ruse
ian administration are not quite so distasteful to our rulers in practice, as they are
vowed to be in principle. Yet a really disloyal and seditious-minded man could at the
ime have done nothing more to carry out his evil designs than to publish and circulate
roadcast a translation of the memorable articles on the ‘Signs of the Times.” The
ublic feeling, however, is that the Anglo-Indian Press reflects the opinion of the
roverning class, and that if it denounces our aspirations and maligns our leaders, it
imply carries out the decrees of ‘the greater gods of Olympus’. ~ This is not the way
o govern an alien race, and to remove the feelings of discontent and dissatisfaction
rhich are gnawing at the heart of the Indian people. On the contrary it is by some
egree of sympathy,”’ as Mr. Dutt remarked, *some degree of good feeling and neigh-
ourly courtesy, and not by sedition laws, that the relations between the different
ections of the Indian com munity can be improved.” : : ,

After referring very briefly to the untoward fate which has overtaken the Calcutta
funicipality, as another lamentable instance of the dark tide of reaction, which has
etininour Government,and which threatens to bear us on to unknown shores, Mr.
Jutt madea very pregnant observation as regards the principal cause to which all this

s due:

« But our difficulty and ourdanger lie in this, that great administrative questions are discussed

nd settled in Executive Councils where we are not represented and not heard. I do not say that

he official view is necessarily wrong, and -that our view is necessarily right; but I do say that

woth views should be fairly represented before the tribunal which shapes our destinies. I do not-
ave more knowledge or more experience or more ability than the high officials who

official view of the question, but I do say that we view questions from a different

apd that there should be a constitutional chaunnel for the representation of our

jews in the Executive Councils of the Empire. For when the Executive Councils have decided a

uestion, the thing is done—the Legislative Councils simply carry out the official mandate with

nimportant alterations, as the Bengal Council has done in the case of their Municipal Bill.”’

Inregard to political abuses, the simpler the remedy, the greater the difficulty in
ersuading the ruling class to adoptit. Itsvery simplicity excites suspicion as
d even where its soundness is palpable and undeniable, personal
to be superseded without a struggle. Who can deny that the

have too many sources of information upon Indian ques-
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tions? From the very position which the Government have thought fit toassume in this
-country, they have isolated themselves from the main currents of Indian thought and
feeling. For let us mark the constitution under which we are placed. In theory
British Parliament is the final arbiter of our destinies. But in practice it is the
Secretary of State who is the master of the situation. He is as g rule a
member of the party in power. In everything he does, he is sure of the
support of his party, for his defeat upon an important cuestion may jeopar-

dise the fate of his ministry. But his power, too, is limited, and his influence

hardly altogether his own, when we take into account the fact that as in
the case of this high functionary, one of the chief qualifications for the office is his
utter ignorance of the conditions of the country, the affairs of which he is called upon
to administer, he is assisted by a body of councillors, most of whom are retired Anglo-
Indian officials who meet in secret, to whom no legal or constitutional responsibility
attaches for their opinions, whose advice the Secretary of State is not bound to follow
and the Parliament has no right to kmow, who are expected to be the impartial J udO'es’
of their own past conduct, and to suggest reforms and rectify defects in an admi;is-
trative system in which, for the best part of their lives, they themselves have lived
moved and had their being, Although constitutionally their re .
of the Secretary of State is nil, yet it is only natural that the men, who are experts in
their respective departments, should exercise a strong, even an overwhelming mopg)
influence upon him, and thus while his decrees may apparently seem tqo corrfe from
-an independent source, yet in reality they bear the impress of the Stereotyped Anglo
Indian opinion. This is the whole of our security for good or
‘Parliament. In India, the Viceroy is assisted by an Executive Council, the membersg
-of which are paid servants of the Government whom they are bound to support in
every emergency, and by a Legislative Council which can initiate nothing, and in which
the official members are always in the majority. All important legislation‘every
thing connected with the Indian budget—is considered and decided upon in the
Executive Coununcil, which for its information depends almost entirely upon the 1‘ep0rt§
of the divisional and district officers. These divisional and district officers ar;a
most accessible to those whose opinions are most to their taste, while oyr indepen-
dent public bodies have to make occasional and isolated representations tg Govern-
ment for such consideration as they may think fit to give them. The form of consnlt
ing the people is certainly gone through; but the people who are consulted «';l'e 1-
dom the people who ought to be consulted, and the consequence ig that measureg Se- _
adopted in the name of the people which they neither appreciate nor understang are
well-disciplined bureaucracy sits tight on the neck of the Indian nation and d.' ,A
it in any direction it likes. Things are not so bad now as they were some ti, rves
the march of events has proved irresistible even for those who look upon the existi
despotic system as the perfection of human wisdom. But the rea] reform AOE ;ng
system is a long way off yet, still before it comes some such measure as tj he
introducing the. Indian element into the Executive Councils of the Suprem’e élld lfit) of
Governments, as advocated by Mr. Dutt, will have to be adopted, in ordep to < cal
the harsh, unpopular and unsympathetic features of a Govern ment, whj soften
benevolent intentions towards its subjects is, as Mill has observed the, bes
world has ever seen, but which, for its utter ignorance of the Want’s and :
people, and for its utter inability to learn and unlearn under the str o
has made itself an object of wonder and fear to the masses, and q g
humiliation to the educated classes, '

me ago, ang

t that the
shes of jtg
ess of eXperience
ource of paip

4
and
In another portion of his speech Mr. Dutt explains at g0,

this evil, which affects the very foundation §

1@ length as to ho
"Th : s s . S of the Government, is to be' rem di :
€ main point is to bring the Government in contact with W

Indian public opinion as possible. How is this to be done v o vde a surface of
the village communities and suggests easy and simple 'm
unions may be formed, who ‘may be entrusted with the ¢
village drainage, village education, village hospitals, ete, ‘besides bej ’
todispose of petty civil and criminal cases, Nothing tends t’o' edllcmf: tl?;n;’:);m]I’OWered

: : v ular minq

eans by which village
harge of village roadg

Sponsibility as advisers .

government in Bpitjg),

Mr. Dutt starts from

<0 well as the habit of rising, if even Pcc?;?::uy'i‘h:t}?;ﬁaﬁu:vﬁllzg:r?lf;:};eﬁ?y
i takiniing?rflﬁc:rll %tehixa;ugiipﬁsi:terest bimself in Pis .village aff'ai_rs 5
and_P.I‘Ud?nﬂy atllle io’mes to repose some confidence in the dlStI‘lCF a}:ﬁhontles,
:Egslef ::1211111:;:?;- will find that in all emergencies hg i§ one (?f dtll:ei I;nd:;gensz,bi:
sources of helpand correct information.: The same Prﬁlclglg of1 l:nd (13) isgérict; Bp(()aa fds
to take part intheirown affairs should be encouraged }n ur.uc1.pa; o
i dv received a modicum of the elective principle. XNothing caster
which ha,ve.a'lreah yshortcomings of these local bodies—and there has been'a goo .ea
than.to ca\'rﬁ.at t‘ Ed carping lately—but the other alternative .still remains ur:ltx;;;ed,
gtf;:? (1)2 S:Z{i;:gw?th these bodies with patience, sympayhy and l;lmdly ad}\]r:)ceévzg unde;rxl'
. h” - of all the peoples in the world,the Indians are the f)ne who, even whdet
seelng whet ez,d sympathetic masters, are incapable . of learnmgnth.e elem d
km.d : gontls o N In like manner, the popular element should be increased and
poht‘mal "-‘duc’?mzﬁ' Imperial and Provinicial Legislative Councils, not only' by extefl d
fstrengthened m e:l increasing the number of elected members, but by 1nt‘.rod.ucglb
ing the .suﬁ-mge*::r into each of the Executive Councils of the country: Theoret,_fca 3,
:lrll: slgt?;zleaif 12, counsel of perfection; and no arg}\llmel!;lts :131;‘;6 g;ﬁaﬁf;ax; ﬁiiir;zl:ii
; i it should no )
put fqrwa,rd by al;y re:i(is;tf)i:na;:?:;;g nv(:? 3lr)e;a.us;e the spiritof the ruling: pov:ilt'
practlc.'ae._ o reb(:mtllse its flesh is weak. Vested inte.rests a‘nd a long ent:.l(\)y;ten
Y unw.ﬂhng, but ?ca apt to oppose barriers to every thing which seems to fr fen
0; grbltradry ﬁfx,i: ﬁid E’n India, as elsewhere, nothing but the ho;:elesh'six(l;lals?1 3 ::fslisd-
itn;;fll)‘ficoomg)inion w’ill drive the Governm.elgs ,toey:;l;i II1130 g,ez:ﬁgsﬁ ; ;y a eacoful
era.tions. of justice hMtl;d Srli%t;tl ;,eafif:pﬁg ::; :ucr political progress lies along 'tllxle lir;e ,
bobuted out. ?\Zt ?)uaét no les’s than the permanence and security of Enghs\ rllx)le,
ﬁ(;ﬁeisg ilzzou,;x dela;’ in giving effect to reforms, Whicdh :re 33 0[22‘; 1:;1?9(')“;’
)£ i and hope deferre L
e o e orest o tho flowing tide, and the wished for haven i
hearts sick, bu et horizon. We shall one day guin the object of our ali-n and
loox.mng in the i:iss —d (e Mr. Dutt observed) “wise English smtesm:an W pe(il
perilous voyaégt src; as they have perceived in the past, that England’s duty an "
e ’the t:reast t;re the same in India— to consolidate British rule by extqndxpg, | ;1(;
Et;ﬂ?:t?i:gl g self-government, by conciliating, not alienating, & loyal and grateful,
re ’ ,

nation.” . : ~ his speech was without
e ssbd by Mr. Dutt in ‘peef - WAS
The most important theme dlscuand he gut it to'the most crucial téas by eéxamin-

tion of India ok itions |
do‘.lptt- thtilg(l)i;ftb{;fq :t?: disastrous f!;,mines with which the conditions of veepnt years
'm,g 1t1n

ili itude of the question is apparent from the
have mad'e us 80 faéﬁl]iﬁk (;1;1:;?1: ggliga'g:pulaﬁon. According to 1:,he }a_st. Ea.rﬁan‘a‘eflf
fact that it affsofr eﬁft:hs of the population look to the land for their }w_eh}.:ood. n
tary Blu.e'book’ ?our; allowing 3 persous to each family, almost 24 mﬂhopg of house-
the Brmshprov;ncﬁs; in theland they live on, about 8 millions more' live on .phe
holds have an tn :ryeso in India, to use Mr. Dutt’s words, the cultivator is the natw.n-
e e l?bi;);: “sondition of the nation in point of material prosperity ? Two c«:intrﬁt;;&
And what 2 e given. To the eye of official optimism all appears rose-colox:e_ . dy ‘
bory ar s’v’verS agirgHem:y Fowler, *‘that under British rule, poverty has not ;nc;;eagis:l;
point is,’ ?agsd and so far from this poverty of India being attributable to l"i 1st(_’
but (.h[.n.mls on, the fatcs show exactly the opposite.” * Wha,t.ever test yo;)x agp lyn s
a‘dmmmtmtmnl’ " gays our present Secretary of State, *“you will find that the t(;] mmu-
Lxdia a8 & Who ™ ed, and that the mass of the people are better off than was e‘c%:&
nity bave Prospeh The views of Indian politicians, it is needless to say, are qui e
twenty years 3'3}(1’: They cannot quite understand the material progress of a pt])un-_
thg_ﬁrme.ver's o of b 1-5'- ple live constantly on the verge of starYatlon: They oqk
trg.in which 40 millions bop the midst of ever-recurring famines, in. which, in

IR lenty in Ay : .
;;fze%«?fff:;‘ét‘:ogg I;Zt‘irlgus eiternal aid, men perish by hundreds of thousands. They:



find it hard to reconcile the roseate accounts of the official optimist with the observa-
tion efan intelligent Anglo-Indian with regardto India, ‘“‘that famine is the horizon
and insufficient food the foreground of the cultivator and the day-labourer.” A
happy and contented India—its material resources increasing by leaps and bounds
its cultivators paying less to the British Government than they ever did to any othex"
‘Government, its people waxing and multiplying, each month bringing two hands, and
each pair of hands assured of more than ‘three acres and a cow’—surely it could not,
have been of this India—this Arcadia pictured by the Anglo-Indian imagination—
that Mr. Holderness, once a high official in these provinces,

and now employed under
the Government of India, wrote in the following strain: “The unifed earnings of g

man, his wife, and two children could not be put at more than Rs. 3 PET month

When prices of food-grains are moderate, work regular, and the health of the househoki
good, this income will enable the family to have one good meal a day, tokeep a thateh-
ed roof over their head, to buy cheap cotton clothing, and occasionally a thin blaqket.

‘The small cultivator is slightly better off, but he has not always enough to eat, or
sufficiently warm clothes."’ ’

If, then, in'a pre-eminently agricultural country, the agricultural CZHnm
which means the bulk of the population, is in such a mi

serable condition, the qu
of Indian poverty ceases to be a matter of opinion ; it beco mes a matter of fact

question, then, naturally suggests itself, why is it so? Why is the mass of the In
population so hopelessly poor ? Why has the best-intentioned Government fajleq in
its primary duty of securing the first conditions of existence to its subject-people 9
What is the cause of this poverty? Here, too, the answers are con tradictory and con:
flicting. For our impoverishment, the official apologist holds responsible our nationaj
character, our extravagances, our reproductive instincts, and for the unexplained
residue of our miseries, he throws the blame upon Providence. Mr. Dutt’s answer
to the question, as to what is the real cause of the abject poverty of the agriculturg
classes, embodies the sentiment of all India.

‘“ Gentlemen, the real cause of the poverty of our agricu ltural population is simple and eve
obvious, if we have the courage and the honesty to seek for it and to grasp it. It is not overn
population, for the population does not increase faster than in European countries, doesg no;
increase faster than the area of cultivation. It is not the.natural improvidence of the ’cu]tivato
for those who know the Indian cultivator will tell you that with all hig ignorance and supertiti v
be is as provident, as frugal, as shrewd in matters of his own interest as the cultivator inan art
of the globe. The real cause of his wretchedness and indebtedness is that, except in Ben ly ha
few other tracts, the land assessment is s0 heavy that the cultivatop is not able to save in iadand .
enough to meet the failure of harvests in bad years. All our village industries like spignr(x)i AR
weaving, have been killed by a free competition with the steam and machinery of Englandng Gur
cultivabqrs_and even our village industrial classes therefore virtually depeud on the soiI.' o
one remaining source of théir subsistence. The land assessments should therefore be d; tl}e
a -liberal and even a generous spirit. There is every desire in the high officials to ma,kemtzll] o
‘sessments in a liberal spirit, but as the people have no voice in controlling these asse .
they are found in the actual working to be often illiberal and harsh. They do not leaveii:ezﬁsl,

tivators enough to be able to save, and cultivators therefore fall victim i
. ims t
barvests fail.”’ ' © famine. whenever the

Unity,
estion
The
dian

These views are supported by eminent Government e it
the increase of population in India, the Census Commissionerxﬁsr::\'regwm‘t‘n]lgg »bout
as this growth seemsin absolute nu mbers, if we take it with referenc;; t nt large
tion to which it has been superadded, it shrinks into very moderate o
is but an average increase, as is shown b the margi 3 :

countries India comes 20th.” “The increz;se from lgézfotigéisz’ ;: :111\/11011 n N 28
in his able article on ‘Indian Politics,” *was in British Tngig, a,t theyr t A '1:Iundy
cent., in the French and Portuguese possessions at 1275 per cent ﬂ e qf 076 per
datory States it rose to 1552 per cent.” » whilst in the Feu-

As regards improvident and extravagant ha
ryot’s indebtedness, some remarks from the D
quoting :

“The results of the Commission’s en
the expenditure in marri age and other fes

Proportions, It

-

bits being one of the ¢

auses of
eccan Ryot the

s Commission are worth

(juiries show that undue

. Prominence h X
tivals as a cause of the © 183 been given ¢,

¥ov's indebtedpess, The expeq-

" decessor, why has n

. collected in full, an

i y 1’8
i 3 [t m&y undobtedl y be ca:lled extl av &ganﬁ Wheu Compal’ed Wlbh the ryo
‘dlt\lle on suc ?

‘Ineans, but t)he occaslons ocecur Seld()m’ and pl‘obably in & course Of yeals tlhe total sum S[)ent 1';“]8

i is justi i ial and
ay by any ryot is not larger than a man in his position is justified in spending on soc
way by any

-domestic pleasures.” .
It is remarkable that the indebte

iti i in the Native States. N
Bm?‘l?:l i: Zili-;iz?iézs feature in the Census r«?turns,” as th:i c()):atvlvsi:s t(;:n:)f;:;c:ixji r::n?::;:
“that the proportion of money-lenders, Wh}? c;:ﬁ;:e ;};::e (s>‘c,c,upa.

i l?rilt‘iSh ;e";;):;;’i;}ll::ll)r:);te the indebtedness of the agricultural classes
e e f:egd ovil. The Indian cultivator is su nk in debt, he succumbs1
o the ol e deegself: of fam{ne he is unable to get for himself more than one mea
e gc no stayin’g power, and he has no staying power because more
;i iai’ beca:; ?r}cl)?n ITism than he can safely spare. Heis indust;x};‘f;z jxt'ltllgagagnsde :Zgig,
onioving 1t unable to wi e _,
kg f.ull securi‘}’sgﬁs irz;sr(:ﬁ; gld)lgz))l:; Zrzlthm the help of thg money.-le'nder.f
?Rd oven mlgo‘)descause to which his sufferings are mgil_ﬂy dl.le. . He is the Y1ct1mt ho _
ore 18 on'y > nt. The Anglo-Indian official indignantly re.Jects ; 1s,
A L e o, a0 far knov?ledge goes, been a Government in India,’

i “ s never, so far as our ‘ !
;i;a; Sir?giieél:rachey ¢ that has taken so small a share in the profits of the soil as
| ?

is i ry vprovince of British India. Under all

e ta'ken(? 4 m}rsehr’xiz' a,:; fise?‘;:toiij ‘(:‘:Zvyexzments to this day, there haﬁ be:}f,
_Pl‘ecedlng oot nm’?.‘hox,mal,son ¢ no other limit to the demand upon the land than ] S

e e G Mr.nment to el’1force payment and the ability of tpe people to p:t)(rl .
powe.r ?f the.GoZer resent land revenue is the lightest which India has ever fpal 1 0
oy Govonnen et,}ll)en how is it that the Indian masses succumb more eas.ly to amxx}es
nov Gﬁver&meﬁ;{d in former times ; the cultivator is more prosperous in the 1:Ia,twt;
gzv:ttzin izyBritish territory, his indebtedness'is inc?ea,s.mg, and th?l qx;esér;)(iz r(I)l _
) ua e discontent is overshadowing every other guestlon in the counqox S 09 sovern
‘35;‘:: }PanIs it the money-lender who has madean insolvent pega,sa,n;ryl. . rl,1 1se ;sant
inslvent posantry wich s obigd fo oo the money nder’, T VSRS

’ A
wants mont;y Ié?og:::;grei?;:;mfds gvhether the land yields him anything or. nf)t. In
:;lzs;og)a&yoldetimes he did not borrow much, because if he Ic:iddnot; h:i:fe at;yetf;ln%r ::Ze
i inthose days the payment'in kind was the ge c-

'S.l‘mply gefussegrg) lﬁ'?)):;g:t?tdaal;:l:tﬁ?eir ows:u remissions of Government demand. Under
tioe, bad e ivilised Government, this punitive method of adjusting our resog'rc.es
th'e present.; c}i‘n(}overnment does not care to be charitable; the revenue authontles
will not 20 :'I‘? and any default in payment meaus practical eviction from the land.
;va,l‘x}jfe 1(1);1(;‘6(1:;3911' iim,ngeth, but not always for the better. ™ o
i telling us that the English take less t!nan. the Moguls. The ques r1"on, in
oo, :re the Moguls ever able to realise in full the lalfd-revenue. ? And
$he first LA lsl—_W if the English system is so much more lenient than its pre-
in the second P a,ce,Ot the condition of the Indian ryotimproved-—why, indeed, has
i 9 Theanswer of history to the first question is unmis-
it cﬁ:ﬁi::%hie:f;flc‘;t:ﬁe Ain-i-Akbari, everything was done in a hap-hazard

dness of the agricultural classes is greater in

takable. i but slightly affected by Mohamedan
d the greater part of India was but slightly Qeet O

mazr;esar, ;:om the ‘;’: me of Akbar up to the close of Aurungzeb’s reign, In bloodshed

guests.

i g ire may be said to have enjoyed its highest measure
and co‘?f'ltl-,smne’;ttgsehxf:?i:lll?;grd to tgis period, we have the testimony of cont?m‘
of stabily yvers which leaves no doubt as to the financial resources of the Empire,
porary obsers were gained and maintained. Whatever else may ‘be doubtful, two
and how they t clear and distinet. First, the Government den}&nd was never -
things siand. OF d what was collected was generally collected in kind. Secondly,
th foreign drain upon the resources of the people ; what was taken by the

overnment d its way back again into the pockets of the people. Ugder the pre-
g:x;er;?en:hioi:venue Jaws work with the passionless force of the laws of nature,
regime

and every pie of Government demand is realised, happen what it may. - Anda



considerable portion of what is thus taken goes out to England, unever to return to-

this country again. The other question, then, as to why the condition of the Indian
ryot is getting worse day by day, answers itself ; for, when you take from him more

than he can afford to give, and leave him to his fate when hard’times come, it needs

no-prophet’s eyes to forecast his future. One has only to travel through any Native State
in order to realise the marked contrast in respect of material prosperity betWween its.
peasantry and that in British territory. A pefverse land revenue policy hasbrought
the country to this pass. The condition of the Indian ryot has become intolerable and
scandalous. He is the gentlest of creatures, and yet he is the victim of the most
serious of political blunders. Even by the sweat of his
eat his bread. His cloud has no silver lining. On the-portals of his life is written.
what Dante read on the gate of the Inferno. Of millions of Indian peasants it is.
true to say, in the words of a French writer, that they are like “ certain wild ani-

mals, rmale and female, scattered over the fields, black, livid, all burnt by the sun,.

bound to the earth that they dig and!work with unconquerable pertinacity ; they have:
¥ show a human face-

a sort of articulate voice, and when they rise on their feet, the

.and in fact are men.”” On behalf of these castaways, these neglected, almost disinher-

ited children of our parental Government, and against the system of land assessment,.
their miseries and misfortunes, Mr. Dutt

brow he cannot always.

which more than anything is responsible for

has made a noble appeal, with the closing words of which we close her
of the memorable speech which is destined to hav
literature of our country.

€ our review
e a permanent place in the political

After the conclusion of the Presidential address, which evoked

apturous ap-
plause from the assembly,

the Subjects Committee was formed, which held its sitting*
half an hour after, the Congress having adjourned until 12 o’clock next day. '

The first thing that was brought before the Congress
ject of the constitution of the Congress. Mr.

certain draft rules of the proposed constitution,

the next day wasthe sub-
Madholkar laid before the meeting-

. but as the delegates wa i ‘
consider them ‘before discussing them, the con e o e to

sideration of them by the assembly
was put off till a later stage of the session. '

The first resolution discussed and passed by the Congress was that of the-
separation of Judicial from Executive functions in the administrative system of the.
country.

That the Judge should be different fro
elementary principle of administration, but in this country, where a new idea is
.taken }1p when it has become old everywhere else, it is only now that its soundness
is beginning to be appreciated by Government. Itis beginning to be seen that it is;
no{ safe that a man should be judged in his own cause, that the District Magistrate
who is also head of the Police and is responsible for the good and efficient ;dmini :
tration dof lzlis District, should be allowed to try the. offender "
arrested under his own orders, and against whom he may in his official i
peen 'sup_plied with information Sufficient to bias his mib;d, but, ol:herv&'icz:‘ep aﬁ:f;: ha:)\ie
of being put to judicial test, The Congress Party saw this 15 years ago ﬁnd I:; o
I?ropqsal Was So sensible that Lord Dufferin called it ‘g counsel of perfec’tio ” ot
like many a sensible thing it was long an object of senseless criticism a; dn. Dut
unheeded in this country. Nevertheless, our supporters in England W(;r ’n as left.
tened, but setto work so as to persuade thesEnglish public of the feno? dishear-
the feasibility of the proposal. c*pediency and

Sir Richard Garth, a former Chi :
advocated the reform in an able pamphlet. Sir William Hurllix:]ussut;,?;:f:ze?fﬁl’
in

the columns of the Times, and when after some time the question was formall
ally

brought before Parliament, the reasonableness of th ini
‘ Ly € ad g bi
for by the Congress was admitted by the Government of 3111:13;1 b oked.

ed by responsible statesmen that the reform should be given ey, ot 05 oo doclar-
-3

t permitted it.

hemes in which t

m. the prosecutor may seem to be an

who may ha\re been

Mr. Manomohan Ghose

. could not possibly 8

fect t0 50 80on as the - case was very aptand telling ;

have since gained considerable ground, so much so that several J }u.igesdof .ﬂ}thxsvy
Council, including T.ord Hobhouse, whose experience of our J.udlcw,l af r;x}llms ra;tlgl
is exceptional, and . several other politicians and compfatent judges o 1;-e ma; th;
have taken up the question and are resolved to press '1t upon 13hef tatten 11‘c,>ndo]:nuch
BritisA Parliament. The question ‘we may bg sure Wltlll1 :ostul;c;eii w?llilcsl(l) ;romisés
. Lord Curzon has issued a communication upon - t, : .
10(')(;gderresults in the near future. The reform for which the Congress ;)::tzrm?:;
2ltg)een crying so long is on the eve of success. The fate of tfhe ;yﬁtenﬁul;n o Pome
the judge aZd the prosecutor mean one and the same person, like John y
t=] A '
and Pagan rolled into one, 18 sealed.

i ion about
However, when Mr. Ambika Charan Muzumdar, on movmg the ii;gtuﬁ;z Sy
the separatio;x of executive from judicial functions, spoke.of it a{; O ment
ed demand, that ery in the wilderness,”” he gave expression to ediscuSSion e
? ..
which led the Pioneer, only the other day, to remark that a:ftsr af e owinton 10
commenced long before the Congress, and in spite f)f th(? weig t,g o o.dl O .
its favour, the demand remains as yet an unr.ea,hsed ideal. ¢ Odsa(':reduli’ty e
dar : ¢ We have from year to year listened with eagerne;s an bushels' ol
whispers of hope, inspired by these official platitudes, but w. a.tfar:rformance et
rations and assurances worth, when there is not even a grain ol p > ikt
fifteen years?’’ . o R
t Th) speech was throughout full of vigorous criticisms 'of the e;nsli(a)lsne% sg,;ith "
hich I?aspfo$tered ‘the unholy combination’ of the tW% functloni, sa; . :mple e
e ' i insti t Viceroy. .
i tincts of the presen .
irring appeal to the just ins - D ssage
i;t;ur:dalzi eloquence, vigour, and debating power, we quote the following p
from his speech : . e
¢ Qir, there being absolutely no difference bebweiﬁ ofﬁm::) :::1 I;c‘;r‘lr-:sfézaa.%a;%lsnl‘;)as’ O s firet
i ili i essing reform in the abstract, the pr : ; o wore
s1rab111tfy Oi:h(;?scﬁzssion,gdiscounted as being vague and gmpractlcabh;. _tEt:-;(;:nca;}ozc Seir sy,
hhon (;) (i)tted from various gquarters, and notably there was om‘a su m;. ﬁ“bley Jo ;hah oheers),
the_n subm sively proved that not only was our proposal not impractic le, Wh_mh e
whiel condubwesies?; gsolution. The means and materials were all there, the .hnbe 01:lt o b i
ptjoble‘m.of :hened?‘clear and, in fact, the whole question was rather one of.re-ad]us me e e quss.
w/as' distine ?an radi’cal departure, or violent reorganization. Then, Sir, we w?re t;e \ “:e e s
b'utnon than o e-ya.lwa.ys so formidable in case of Indian reforms (lauyhter, cheers). t‘e.st; T o
txonh?f e;f::;; wars may bé carried on, barren rocks may be coillq}xered :lx:i(: (!: :; a:“:) e oty
n th)S ° : bugbears, all in pur )
idi nually granted to treacherous bugt , i
o suibzldle;ﬁ?i};ged:gcits ixy; fihe tréasury. But no sooner questions of internal reforms ar
even with ap

: . t, Sir, as
: Government at once realizes that it is & bankrupt (cries of shame). But, 85
raised our

R it clear-
f ense, also, your remarkable scheme presented a(;ogxplzteu:nzze&efo;tmr o
tothis ploa o ot 11 th,e additional expense, which was so much talked abo O beseats put
ly pointed 0% o ount to more than only & few lakhs of rupees, all the tn;;vm(;osday et
m 3 . en -
i ficulty was any argumen ,

1 . if this question of financial di : pores
together. Thes 1;5 1:01513118:;!1 to -wear a different aspect. There n;;er lw:: bp:;;::_)sés;m to: Ou{'
in guch asguer ury than at present. e ‘la

lvent Indian treasury : : n-
of Lord prf’n. a r:g::a saoc;eerful surplus of over 4 millions stex:ling, and quit;etrecex:::ry1 t,h: h(:ro;;:; -
Financt; ):;11;1'8 be;:ve been able to restore to the Judges of the nglh Co:rl:ls vI:I: :g’ :conzﬁbmion e
ment Of e e i ly and injudiciously cut do

iging had been arbitrarily a j
of their o.ﬂgmalll pai*‘,‘ ‘lﬂsl;;lc.h Gentlemen, Lord Curzon has jusp.{considerably hmﬁdiﬁle)ge lt;hs;t.l wpaoylicsy(,)
thedfmnm:; EZ p(g-mitted to express the hope, that the spirit of ]i‘l;igoism, ;:;mz chee::) g t’heh,
anc e i Jeast during his Viceroya . \

i i litics, will go to rest at lea e oy Wastland
rampant > et of 1 i ith this large surplus? We know, Sir
f Indis going to do wi y i
are {;ge. Gdz‘;grﬁea;;:hem la,uiched into a wild currency speculdalt;iio?l. . :?:; :g;:xi-t:lll:s lT‘c;:;.lmey ke~
wou'd ® f—such an Argonautic expeditio r
Lo, A o coun then, is the time to effect
could you, gent v 2 (laughter and cheers). Now, then, _
i itles of the country ? (laug . R
& dozen crym%’ T:;?)ﬁn—to wipe out the stain that has for years scandalized the fair name o )
this importan 0 , | |
: : . . . untl’y- ‘ -
Hah Justiso 8”5 as seconded by Mr. Agasti, whose refere.nce to ‘“John 'Pa,t;l ;
The resolutio ™ and supported by Mr. 8. Sinha, Mr. Nasir-ud-din
. . y
A. C. P. Naidu.  The following passage from Mr. Sinha’s speech

Ahmed snd M » and directness, the sentiments of the educated classes.

expresses with admirablfs'forc e | ‘
upon the question : o L S



- “Gentlemen, ] need hardly tell you before resuming my seat that it is my firm conviotion that it
is not the question of expense or this or that; it fs the question of false and supposed idea that

Government prestige would be gone if the reform is carried out. That bugbear, as Manomohan
‘Ghose called it, is at the bottom of the whole thing. ‘

you what a false notion that is. On the other hand, by separating the two functions, the‘ Ind
‘Government would not lose prestige at all, but in fact it will be quite the other way if anything,
‘The Government would be enhancing its popularity by carrying out this reform ; they would be
broad-basing their rule upon the sympathy and good-will of the people. Our President yesterday
said that the most important question of administration isthe question of land settlement. That ig
-certainly & very important question, and next to that the most important question is the question
of giving to India justice, true justice and British justice {cheers). You have been told, gentlemen
by retired gentlemen, and sometimes ex-Viceroys of India, that India was conquered by the swolv(i
and must be retained by the sword. I am not going to waste your time by saying that India was
not conquered by the sword. Whatever that may be, if India is to be retained by Government, it
is not by sword or by brute-force but by conferring upon us the glory of t

he British justice of Eng-
land.” - :
The first resolution having been unanimously passed, the second resolu
ing to the Punjab Land Alienation Bill, was moved by Rae Saheb Lala Murli Dhar
seconded by Babu Kanahya Lal of Amritsar, and supported by two speakers fron;
Bombay and Oudh. The general indebtedness of the agricultural classes was admit.
ted by the speakers, and the serious evils arising therefrom, but the Bill was disap-
proved mainly upon two grounds. First, that it did not cure the existing evil and second.
ly, thatitintroduced a new one. Indebtedness is due to the resourceless condition of the
agricultural class, the heavy assessments to which it is subjected, and the hard proce-
dure by which Government revenueis realised How could any restrictions upon aliena-
tion save the ryot from the effects of the crushing system which barely leaves him
-any margin in his earnings to meet the exigencies of bad seasons ?
-contracts debt because he has to meet certain inevitable demands.
as it remains true of the Indian masses that millions of them cann
one mealaday from year’send to year’s end, the phenomenon of
sufficiently explained, while a heavy obligation rests upon the Government to furnish
a valid justification for a measure which, though intended to improve the condition
of the agricultural classes, completely ignores this state of things. No sale of land
for private debts. Good. But why allow it for arrears of Go;'ernment revenye?
Neither the logic nor the morality of this policy is quite obvious to our unsophisti o
minds. Mr. Murli Dhar put it very well thus : : phisticated

tion, relat-

The Indian ryot
Indeed, so long
ot get mores than
indebtedness ig

‘“The land will continue to be caltivated as now. There will Phies ’
proprietor ia the Punjab to a non-agriculturist. He will be allz)vt:t(i) tt?;lr mhg’;ﬁzzm selo by the
plication made, to sell his 1and to a member of his own brotherhood, ang he cannoot", ;)n. n.u. ap-
aright, but it will be within the discretioa of the Collector, or some Jother ofﬁcer Zalm'm as
specially invested by the local Government, to exercise these functions, to refuse 0‘:’ o will l?e
application for transfer of the land by sale. It would be perfectly open to the Collecto grant hijg
-or sanction the sale of his land.. Then you will see, T t0 refuge

‘gentlemen, that the Gover
along been acting in the interests of the agriculturist to keep the l:md with him n
-of his heirs, by prevention from selling the land to a stranger, ' benefiy,

public auction when he fails'to pay the Government revenue in punctual time {cheey be iold by
ment bakes very good care that the same law lhich declares ‘ Do unto others “%). Gover -
done by others’’ does not apply to the action of G

; overnemnt (laughter).
barms the interests of Government ; it acts_ very injuriously on the intere
therefore the Government has taken very good care about it, and all the

bave made speeches in the Legislative Council have been discreetly silent

- Then, again, why take away the freedom of contract from t
your zeal to protect the agriculturist from the consequences g
improvidence (it is the Government not we who charge him with ¢y, A
nature), punish the money-lender for his shrewdness in making the ese de.fects In hig
of his money ? Surely he, too, in equity is entitled t some prog e§t Investmeny,
Kanahya Lal said : protection. As Bgpy

and for the
but the same lang will

8t of Gaverg
Honorahle Mg
over this ques

ment gnq
mbers whe
tlon,*?

he' people ? Why, iy
f his extravagance op

‘‘ When for a debt a man is taken to Court they won't a ¢

‘means, though the indebted man has the powex'y to perfoilxg.vlvﬂ};"a::y r:;eas:i himself b

vlnd sometimes his religious duty, to pay the debt. The Koran sa“’th;une mes his

‘debtot to pay. ' The Prophet would never read the blessings on the dead bi’“d 18 the duiy of the

died indebted. Our Hindu Shastras would enjoin grandsons to pay the de&j 0?‘ tltahi man who
: elr grandfy-

moral duty,.

I am not going to waste your time by tellig.
i

t has g1

v'his own - " times.of famine and scarcity, a0 ' the bread of

ther. That moral and religious duty which the indebted proprietor would discharge by givlipg
some portion of the land, the Government interferes with and says—*‘ Take l.essons of mt?;abltty
from us. Do not go to Shastras or Koran. Take morality from us and repudiate all y?r‘;;r e .cii
and there we help you by legislative enactments.’”” That has .virtua.lly come to thalla. h ey’ ,w1
notde permitted to pay their debts even if they wished to do their duty towards money-lenders.
And'one certain result of this measure will be to depreciate the value of laxﬁfl-
security. Anything, which diminishes the landlord’s rights of absolute :;vnzx:e ;p
.over his land, will tend to diminish the value of his I.)roper?y. Thusf t;x_en, ?cuu;ura,l
ma is that special protective legislation is proposed in the interest 0 the t:a};fgrrl e
class because of its impoverished condition on-the one hand, whll.e on the (; s
impoverishment increases in proportion to the fall in the v‘alue of his proplc;z.r1 ey.a he
avil of the existing poverty of the land-owning classes 1s n.ot cured, w 1fmm o
.evil in the shape of discontent, increased resourceles§ness, which must ar:lﬁs(;z T e
curtailment of their proprietary rights in land, is mtroduced: The wm'tOfn i
wiseacre may approve of the measure ; but to the people of this country it 1s _

.entable instance of tinkering and temporising legislation.

The next resolution, moved by Miss Alison Gar}and, referrfad to redt.m.mﬁntof ;,h:
Indian Military expenditure by transferring the cost ofa porthn of Br;txsd hrg 1;0
located in India from the Indian to the British exchequer. .MISS GBa,r. gnh 18;1 Lo
difficulty in showing that if before tfhelal Mflting;l, tﬁe t?;;)po:t‘.ilio;ecff g:; al: : Indian
troops —and it was raised in the years following the Mutiny— .h e
‘ r Berigal and from 1 to 8 for Madras and Bombay, there g
::i::zﬁgrt:e?iizmg tl?at proportion after so many yea,rs of peace, es;;e:;laélly]; ﬁﬁ:ﬁ
recent experience has made it apparent that a con.s1dera,ble portion obe e et
troops in India can, without any risk to the sef:urlny of the-c.ountry, : Ifndia -
service in other parts of the empire. The reduction of the Brﬁilsh %rn(:g :13 e
not proposed, but the relieving of the Indian ta,x-payer'by asking hfl% e e and
bute towards expenditure of that proportiondo.f thetI(I)ldll;I; uﬁ?%ﬁ t"wu ;:ent o
above the need of the country. The demand 1s not only out g " ’which e
most vital bearing upon the financial problem, which is .the pivot upo e on of

inistration of the country. We say that India cannof, pear e burd ,
?ﬁa?::lecﬁgénggz charges or-of an increased and jncreas}ng M]hta.r)‘r e;zﬁegd:tﬁ:z
“The financial burden of India hasincreased, because there is no body in t«}al Le xgpen‘_
tiveCouncil to watch our interests, because thereis no check whs.a,t:ever ufonent gt
ding propensities of the Indian Government, and becavse .the Mihta.a,ry ‘ef::; S ,by e
is most eager to undertake costly a.dventure.s in pursuit of g o;;es,k met oy bid-.
‘ ! imson wings,’ has captured the Indian Government and makes 1 | dcan“
q}mst 1 c?h thereis nothing extraordinary. Here, as elsewhere, those. whp spen :
dm%r Elea,nliholse who pay. No virtue is so cheap as the generosity which men are ap?t
nev

e how when dealing with other people’s money. The exchange rises, and the Gov:
8.

. R » nl
ment. with characteristic generosity, grant their English servants compensatio
£rn y

0 ce out of our pockets. An unjust and unnecessary war is waged with the
~allowan : ' ]

before Parliament of contri .
i ibes, and even when a proposal comes up 1 ontrl
.f)‘rgilrxltle; | f';rt.i:m of the costof that military wild goose chase—the Tlr.a.h Cam;;algt:l N
g fhe British exchequer, our Government, a.sha,me.d to confess then" ‘pﬁerd{; >
f-,ll.i(:ln; the offer. And so we have the satisfaction of having a baner;%t Ina(m;hi :ﬁa bygthe
. ' ing burden of an over-grown Military expenditure by the
death uuder tho o7 7EF o i der the weight of & taxation
, has declined to reduce), and groaning un : i
bye Ler¢ e its last limits—and India, restored indeed to
hi geem to have reached its last 11 1 lia, ! ,
whih wo(liﬂiivilizat.ion under the shadow of the Pax Britannica, whose innumerablg
peace an , Vo

blessings may be read— " | . | N
«T arch of mind, _ ’ - o
‘ Il: ;bzt[:amship, in the railway, in the thoughts that sha;ze ma.nklli_d;,n
—bu .In e hese blessings, unable to find sufficient foo’fi for ms“peOll)d N
—-but, in_spite of the and even in normi s\ea!sons“presentmgvto,thle‘ gv::d t ;
sorry spectacle of millions of men condemned to eat SOrrow an rink

B e o ugitetion.—an India, in Which the development of indigenous indus-
e .water of affl - o

»



;rles is at a standstill, education halts on palsied feet, and a numb
ec;rﬁ‘;n;)z Ss};xrclzlh f:r instance as the separation of Executive and Judicia] funétions, or th
b ent upon an adequate and effective scale of a system of technica] et
tion, .not.attende-ad to because the money, which is rung from the I g
11;S spent in discharging, amid the bleak and barren hills of the NortthWndlan o
ask which, as a high authority tells us, Providence has pl the ‘o saared
of the British race. ® placed upon the
The growth of the Indian Military expendivur :

some Anglo-Indian statesmen have sob;ndgg t(llllgu;(?tleli)sf t;,elzgg:e Sgipe‘zﬂous e oven
ha.s in very strong language condemned the existing system a.nd asr fUCkland Qolvin
Minister o'f India pis opinions deserve considerable weio,hf Sira D(;I'Ql; Bomance
;r‘lother F%ne.mce Minister, has_.shown how utterly impososible it is fo: 1thBMb()-u >
Finance .N.hmster, or even the Viceroy, to be able to holdout long ada,inét th ; Ind.La.n
ﬁppensmes of the military element. With the exceptionof the V?cez;'o d e Spc?ndmg_
inister, every member of the Government of India is interested o the‘ Finance
each of them naturally looks upon his own department as the o upon g, and
should be spent. The Secretary of State cannot check it 029 ate
sqrrounded by some fifteen or sixteen wise men from the Ea,s’t :rcl?us

In;;;il;tvhavz 1eagnt in I.ndia,, cou.ld n9t have learnt to be economi::al v;)i,th other ’
o fi é, ;Llnou\;v o§e Oﬂ;ci'&l predilections disgualify them to look at our ﬁnancialmen iy
oon rom o 1;1011;1;: 0I view. As fo.r the British Parliament, it can exercise no eggstl;-
vo cont fatéogf y e pd.lan.expend.ltul"e, S0 long as the Indian question does notg -
oldethe fits m}n‘lstrles, ?vhlch 11;' will not do in the lifetime of the young o
- ut even the British Parliament is not always a dispassionate jud f tI,QSt‘ o
guestlons. There are commercial and financial interests which the JB ge b oo
does not often hesitate to promote at the cost of India. We saw th tlI;ItISh otor
1f2r é-:ga‘;id 11);0 téhe cotton duties, a..t the threat of Lancashire, the ¢ em(;n::ted?zrhhow,
foroed th fa :tr(l) ! of a Wealf-knged Viceroy. And only yesterday, upon the Sugar SOI;Y
A p,erhaps Woull(:; was ra.lised in England ; zjmd it would certainly have been di:allo u(j;[Y
0x perhaps Govnever ave pass.ed—as is apparent from the fact that only g Sv;e )
b noat; ' he Gion ;lam;ment of In.dla had declined to entertain the proposal—if thOI-‘t
had not come | thei{ ront certain matters, not in any way connected with I o,
hieh mducad ih ome Government‘ to support the measure. In the debat n}il'la’
o ;);; aeln ! arliament upon the §u»bject, Mr. Chamberlain, in a tone of j : W o
) Yy not very usual with him, made certain observations whiclinzi;r{:jno:‘t?l
in the

situation in which this cou i
B el ntry stands with regard to England, and which deserve
““My fear is that there is a tendenc )
32?::;21& ;ygtefm whi?h was the curse f)to:u:'h:o?:zfa{):n?;ix:}:.
ajted 8 merz ;; t;l&::;:;:mgndl :strunged from. us many of our most promising colonies And
o e o 5 s . B i SO0 I s st
subordination of Colonial interests and opinions to British f erosts and. opi 'It o based on the
lhlfzx:it:xst::? ‘3’:61;:::::3 ‘::.l: zgrlx?p atx}-:.t' th‘le intfet-ests of the née:;?t‘ii:;(:’ g? i:klng %?ezsdI:;iS%ms
1 . ively of no im H ( °s
Bk 1 19 e S e e e ] o ol o
Evory word of th y alking .a.bou.t and are making fortunes as hard ;s tﬁzym(‘;e o0 be told
cubonery word of th ;asoef :ll;servg,tlons is true in the case of India, Her int .
tion of our Military ex ait ruling class. Any proposal that tends nontﬁrSts o,
of 2 powerful body o pl?‘.lzlx ll-u;e is looked upon as an attack upon the vested (atoronty
obvious justice and reasong ‘:)sl men, and it is therefore no wonder if in g .znterests
Obvions justicd and reason al ene;'s of our demand, no heed is paid ,to 0 pi z of the
than one English statesm n nog lng more nor less than what had been said bnd e
than one P an, an by none perhaps more forcibly than b 1 Shg
bur 5]r ; ;m(,i as rd Cranbourne, he was in charge of the Indian D o omrd Salis-
wliclh ivenmf todbe looked upon as gn English barrack in the oi?:;:al.lll “sens, tre
y draw any number of troops without paying f s.ea.s, rom
England because it is always bad for us not to have s ch E wpon o Itis bad for
engage in little wars which can only be controlled l(:y

er of necessary re-

shoulders

e he himself is
Whatever they

hon’ble gentlemen to returp
urn to tha
It was that system which lost us bhg.

the necessity of paying for

n which most"

- 1 have to conclude and I will'do so

eck upon the temptation to

them. If this garrison which we keep in India is, as all authorities assure us, neces-
sary for maintaining that country in security and peace, that garrison ought not to-
be rashly diminished. If, on the other hand, it is toolarge and India can for any
length of time ¢onveniently spare these troops, then the Indian population ought
not to be so unnecessarily taxed.” Thus fortified with the rule laid down by Lord

Salisbury, Miss Garland observed :—
time as this that a number of troops can

‘¢ We simply say that it has been proved at such a
safely be withdrawn from India, and if it can be done in safety when the British Goverament is in
the state that it is at present, how much safer can that be wheu the whole Empire is in a state of’
peace. For the future we can make a strong claim upon the Government to permanently reduce-
the Military strength in this country, and by so doing they will save enough money to carry out
some of those most necessary and pressing reforms that you have been speaking about this moro-
ing (cheers). 1 understand that even reducing the strength of the European army in India by
11,000 men, would be & saving of 1} crores of rupees.”

She concluded her speech with a word of hope and good cheer :

“1 have come here to see what you are doing in India for yourselves. Perhaps as a woman—
for the first time you have allowed & woman to address you from the British Committee—you will
allow me to say that I hope you will educate your women in India (cheers). If you were to ask me
what were the most enlightened and the happiest nations and most progressive mations in all the
world, T should say that they are those nations that allow their women the greatest amout of edu-
cation and the greatest amouut of liberty (cheers). I have only to mention to you that we take
a keen interest in your welfare. We never forget to ask each other ‘‘how are the women in India
getting on 7 (cheers). | have one more word to say to you before I conclude. 1assure you all of the

sympathy of many of us with all your just aspirations here. Just one week before[ left England
1 was telling him about my visit to this country, and

I had an interview with Lord Ripon (checrs).
how I was to be a delegate from the British Committee to the National Congress, and I asked Lord
Ripon ¢ cannot you give me a message to the Congress.’ I knew you would take it well and he
did give me such a message. He said °tell them of my warm sympathy forthe people of - India
(thvee cheers for Lovd Ripon were carried umidst loud acelamation) and of the deep and continued
interest I take in their welfare. Tell them of the very friendly recollection I have of the kindly
{feelings they entertained for me when I was there’ (cheers). 1 might also add how very kindly
Lady Ripou spoke of the way in which you gave them a hearty farewell when they left this country.
by telling you what imrepssion this Congress has made upon
I have come out here to see this vast concourse of people that are assembled from
all parts of India discussing questions of high political importacce and allin one language for the
most part and that in my own mother tongue (cheers. We have a proud boast among ourselves.
that wherever the English language goes, it carries with it seeds of freedom and justice (cheers).
We at least hope that wherever people speak our tongue they will be people that will have the full
measure of freedom and justice (cheers). We have that freedom at the present time and before long,
it you continue on the very moderate and steady lines that you are continuing at present, I feel"
at hope will be realized.”’ .

The resolution having been seconded in a very able speech by the Hon’ble Babu
Baikuntha Nath Sen, and supported by Mr. Phansalkar 6f Bombay, Pandit Hari Ram
Pandey of the N.-W. P. and Pandit Gyneshwar Shastri of Oudh, was put to the vote:
and passed unanimously.

The next resolution on the Indian Currency question was moved by Mr. D. E.
Watcha in a speech which must be read in full by any one who wishes to appreciate:
and understand the closely reasoned arguments, couched in luminous and vigorous -
English, upon one of the most abstruse branches of. Indian economics :—

«The currency measures of the Government,” observed Mr. Watcha, ‘‘have
from the very outset met with universal opposition from the people, As I have said
over and over again the cry for a gold currency is the cry of the official classes, who
wanted their exchange compensation allowance, and of ahandful of intérested foreign

traders.”’ . _
Referring to the impolicy of

me personally.

sure th

a gold currency for India, the speaker went on:

« Rightly understood, the problem means that the use of gold should be avioded, and the n‘xet.al
which is most suitable, and which had greatly augmented India's prosperity, should be extensively
utilised. The Government from the very first committed two huge fallacies: (}) that the rupee h'ad
fallen in value and (2) that the currency was redundant. It fondly imagined that by . liaking .
India’s currenc'y gystem with that of England it would stimulate the fiow of gold into .bl.ﬂs country .
That is tha delusion and I regret §0 have to observe that the latest sharer in that delusion. is . our
Viceroy.. in winding up the debate on the gold currency in.September last, Lord Curzon, with &



( =xxii ")

‘strange infatuation, partly inspired no doubt by the surrounding bureaucracy,
- exchange compensation allowance, and partly by his own too imperfect acquai
most intricate subject (heur, heur), pictured to us in magniloquent words,
master, the bright visions which his currency measure would enable the peo
would become rich beyond the dreams of avarice (laughter).
-currency and gold will low in millions from all gold-producing countries without stint to fértilise
this proverty-stricken land and make every raiyet in the country prosperous, not to say aught of
the happiness of those semi-starved, numbering some fifty millions, who now go year in and year
-out without one full meal a day (hear, hear). Let us all entertain the hope that this sanguing ex-
pectation of our golden-vivioned Viceroy may be realised ; and that be

-office four years hence, he may have the satisfaction to see this land of.perpetual miser
-content converted into an Eldorado, bringing contentment and happiness at every door.’
Coming to the second part of the resolution, thes
manifest evils which are certain to arise from the oper
‘‘ Apart from the producers, there is a large section of the
ings consist of silver trinkets. When we take their aggregate
it comes to millions of Rupees. But when we divide these
‘tion, the quotient is indeed very small. It comes to an insignificant sum of 5to .6 annas per hegd !
"This is the saving in silver hoarded over a period of fitty years! Now the silver of thege was
undoubtedly sold at any time in the bazar at the rate of a Rupee per tola. What is the priee of
-silver now ? It does not go beyond 10 or 11 annas pertola. Sothat practicall ythere is & logg of at
least five annas. A silver trinket, say, a bangle worth 10 Rupees betore the closure of the mintg
is now worth only 6! Rupees. In reality, by one cruel stroke of the pen of our currency quacks’
the silver value of the hoardings of the masses has been diminished hy 40 1 :

0 50 per cent! g that

B0 injury to the poorest %
The resolution having been properly seconded, was carried unanimonsly, pp,
Neel Ratan Sarkar of Bengal moved the fifth resolution, regarding the separation of

Military and Civil Medical Services, which, having been seconded in a short speech oy
Dr. T. R. Nair of Madras, was passed unanimously.

On the third day of the Congress session, Mr,
resolution regarding the Foreign Telegraphic Pre
protest against its impolicy and exposing the class character of the Proposed legisla.
tion. Kazi Rayazuddin Ahmed seconded the resolution in an Urdu Speech, and it wag
unanimously adopted by the Congress. Next rose the Hon'ble Babu Surendrs Nath
Banerji, whose fervid and copious eloquence have given him g unique position among

Indian orators of our time the Caleutty, Municipal

which fattens on
ntance with this
of which he is such a
ple to realise, Indig
It has only to establish a stable

Yy and dis-

b

peaker dealt with some of the
ation of the new measure.
poorer population whose small sgv-

value into consideration, no doubt
millions by the number of the popula-

S. B. Bhata of Bombay moved the
s8 Messages Bill, entering g strong

, to move the resolution regarding
Act. ' '

The opening passage of his speech is magnificen

t eloquence, and we maje
ogy in quoting it here :— Do apol-

realised. For within the last twelve months we h
repression in the enactment of the Caleutta Mun
lative, Council of Bombay of s measure which will emasculate the prin
meut in the towns of Western Indig (hear, hear). Bat, Sir,
Congress, the sense of the representatives of educa
‘to associate Lord Curzon with that policy which o
condemned {hewr, hear). In free and constitution

c. hope hag Dot bheen
tions of thig Policy of
oduction intg “the Legig.

ciple of loca) self-goy
I think I speak the sense of thig gern
ted India, when I say that we

ave had two notable llustra
icipal Bill and in the intr

nds j
! erness of feelings which these confiy 1solated apg
sovereign belongs to no party, is identified with no class interest ( hear, hear), gy

high above all parties, the jarring note of party-strifo does not reach hig ears & sovereigp standg
exalted position, snimated by that inspiration which such g Position cannoy f41) to 1
holds the scales evenly and dispenses impartial justice between map and man gpq C; i
(cheers). The position of the Viceroy of India is different. As the répresentative 01;8;,25’
he is the fountain of mercy, the repository of honour, ser of justics thex e
is also another side to his character. He is the first, the most trusteq, ; ?
minister of the crown (cheers), directing, guiding and controili
into it a large-hearted benevolence, relaxing the rigour of
deepenicg and strengthening those forces which make for pro
might be temporarily arrested, are bound to assert themselve
for all things tend steadily, though slowly, towards the appr
the divine ideal (cheers). We recognise the dua) character o
‘the sovereign, and als0 as the first minister of the erown,

mpart, he
and party
‘80vereign
hear), bug there

e " te, infusing
n system, accentugti

s uo

gress-and which, though theiy car-ez;

8 in this worlg of God's Providence
ction ‘whieh is’

Tepresentative of
Peculiarity of ¢he

our cast-

fore he lays down hig exalted

(- xxiii )

' i im with that
situation. All the same we decline, distinctly decline on your behalf, to assg:;?tz h;::wm th that
B licy which this resolution condemns. For, as the representative of.bl;e SOV ) ii,n  will bo our
»gzty i,a.ber on to approach him for the redress of that grievance of wfh:)cm :;:: c:ulgr et
lution. We dissociate him from that policy, we separate the ma;xe urve e ralon g o it
statesman from the politician, for we cannot g;n% (})ltix:s:::s: t(: : keznly appreciacive i
i? his gbterances, - genel(‘)OI;l:),’ ggp?:iie—::)e:;e belst tra.ditions’ of British rule, rqpugnant boezilhtz::
?lonz o count?lmznczg blx)'uest in British statesmanship. For the echoes of hl; %regb rsspof oh axe
ls'hlg'hes't, n'o esr :a,rs that speech which he delivered to an assembly of the b? u?m:.v o arous,
,gégdréﬁié“fp?e:; GOBtr’aata that speech with the policy. The speecili,s 1111<3’vv noble, _‘
how sympathetic ;,the policy, how narrow, how illiberal, how un-English.

i S e
After dwelling upou the reactionary spirit which for t.he plx'esgst; hsoeggz t;;l ::‘i]n
«overtaken the Indian Government, Mr. I]?:;m;egjil f;gvr:; ;l;i(;: t); lie S
ti n illiberal policy, regarding Local Self-gover 2
?f:rlx)t llilfdaignored the deep,political instincts'of the Indian people.

i i with those deep-

“ Sir, local self-government is the gift of our rulers, but It I 1:11 ?mrc?u:ci?f&ge communities.
Seated in;hinct.s which are fostered by the.]Px:m;h;y:: t?;sz:e: I:ia.v iyn your presidential speech,
These village coml;mlni:ii::s:1 :.; ny (t))ful,l ui};‘; ‘; ?:ilﬁs:tion. when the ancestors of the selt-govfern:in';.iitxil:;
-carry the mind b:c : :l(:e resent moment were roaming in the primitive forests in a state of p o
~t1.0ns ?f e i u§a of this institution cannot be called in question. To them wta.i z:l.ccon o
ATl e yent which the British Government has not t\hought. fit to confe 1; on e
a measure of self-go‘_’el!‘lilmlndi& They not only looked after the sanitation and ;gnsefrvz: t,iqse'
I\ﬁum%llpalmlce(s”:):eir:; abut. they' administered justice and coﬁwoue&t t)ti!: trt’:;:iceb.hat v::zl;’royed in
‘the villages y its. o o
village commaunities welre ce‘(:-mxg;:?u:: lﬁfi:ﬁf;;iir::lenb th:n aha.t. the British Government has
a;lcizn:ofggia;:dn;::: wl‘::f was given to us is to be taken away from us.”
Live i

i 1 of confidence, no interchange of opinion
Ia id,” n the speaker, ‘ there is no renewa ‘ inion
woun. afraldl’er: e:nt(;) the ruI{ed. [’a.m afraid both the rulers a.n'd the r}:lled ‘ts)tali‘i 1:33:3(3 a,:;he
bebwee'n the_ 1“ux),nd solemn silence. The gulf is widening. That which ouig1 t tgedenafves d 35 the
‘apa’:g;:tgrz:;orial of British rule is considered to be a grievance 1, ht;:td?l eu:::. e natives of fndia
To ity i it i ith Englishmen can only
i ty in political rights witl glish ; : dion which
should cll.a'lhmheai;:a'l;eﬁn isstrumenba.l in introducing into our midst, whlc.h ;og:;:;tz;y eThere s
‘the .Eng . t of British Rule in India {cheers). Our rulers seem t.’o bh;in ifforont i; There 1s
achleyem_en heir policy, reaction in opinion, reaction along the entire l-leé r o e oo
reacbu:in . t]::x: !Ii’hose érea.t, and illustrious men who founded tl,l)e Anglo-Indian pire, o
:::?:d :3& consolidated Tt, were animated by different motives.

After a speech in Hindustani from Mr. Naziruddin Kumruddin of Bombay, the

i d. : d
resolution Was passo H504 le cogency, clearness an
Mr. Kali Charan Bannerji, ina §peech f’f rema.;l':;l;ion i TeZ;:hers of Aided
3 moved the resolution protesting against prohibi o il of tho said
vigout, | s from taking part in politics, and among the many lef and oon-
Instltutlonhe pointed out one in particular in these Words of real force
measure, g )
“viction :— , hey are to be disqualified,
viction : ived from the rules that I read out to you, that t X e
- You il haar)e zz:'(‘::;lc:eof their country through the Congressi,iunles;ht;h:znc;b;:l: t;- p;:l;lladdl,‘
so to speak, for 1 = f Public Instruction. Mark the position. ’ h
i the Director Of = ’ i unless they had a permit from the
_certificate from ia shall not be free to serve their country, e .
" are these
‘the daughters O;gndll:s:rucbion (shame). What is to be the effect o{ all bhilzc;) wl}‘}t;z;e e aha
Director of Pu :1cin these private institutions. Justthink of the dilemma o
o drive emlf;gy";ese rules come to be enforcad, 4s they are exgecttedtgoa:) ?s e?u:umbent upon them
be driven W ‘ lize the duty, the paramount duty,
hand they realize the Y A heir heart. They have been
hence. On the one b the Congress, because it is nearest to their . v tob
try through & g ) k to speak, by an order whic
t0 serve the coux i d now they are to be overtaken, so f .

. i e hitherto and no y . instruction
laboring for ml:eizltsthem from the Congress or wrench them from the ii:?xt?:n::?:he whith they
should eithe® in hand. They cannot continue to teach thew in the 1:5 wo meet together a5 the

-they have ta.kenbed and at the same time join us in our deliberations, when .
are now conneC

B d
National Congm-té::&1 speeches from representative men from Madras, Allahabad an
After sev

i s carried unanimously. ,
‘Lucknow, ﬂle resolll:l?.l:,):l1 v::: regarding the Abkari reform and was moxlrfd t:id& 1(13
i Dot peRO a very able and elaborate speech. . Referring to ; ehs 5:nost
Mitter of Qawnpolx;i 1;1 revenues, the speaker gave certain ﬁgu;es w :15: : are m
v?i::f:ét);r:,hzﬁggve 11.'.herefor¢:-> quote the following passage from the speech:



. ‘“ Allow me, gentlemen, to place before you certain figures showing the gross Excise Revenue of
some parts of India. .
L. Take the figures for the Madras Presidency for the last six years.
In 1893-1894 the gross revenue was

voer 12774 lakhs.
,» 1894-1805

Ceee 13630 "’
sy 1895-1896 142-89 'y
y» 1886-1897 ) 147-87 '
s, 1897-1898 145-01

L4

2. The Excise Revenue of the Bombay Presidency, even at the time when 'the country wag

under the scourge of plague and famine, was 102 lakhs,
3. Again, with regard to the financial results of Excise Administration in the Punjab, ag g

whole, the average yearly net revenue during each of the triennial periods succeeding 1886 hag
been as follows: —

1886-1889 ... R ... Rs. 13,79,807
1889-1892 ... »  16,35,879
1892-1895 ... v 18,738,105
1895-1898 5 21,20,882

The remarks of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab on this gigantic increase in
the Excise Revenue run thus :—His Honor says, ‘‘In no department of Government hag the
specialisation of administrative effort been attended with more marked financial success than ip
the Excise Department, and the Lieutenant-Governor trusts that all younger officers wil} form the
first endeavour to take an interest in this branch of their duties, and thus ensure g continuance of
the progress so noticeable in recent years.” It is therefore not a matter of astonishment to fipg
that the number of licensed shops for the retail sale of intoxicants and narcotics in Britigh India
ts aboat 115,000 : and that the net Excise and Customs Revenues on liquors and drugs tonsumed ip
India has considerably increased during the past 24 years, from 1874 to 1898, Ip 1874, the pet
amount was Rs. 26,33,000 : and in 1898, it rose to Rs. 60,91,000, and were you to estimate .the total
' amount spent by the people of India during these years, it will come up to Rs. 444,40, 000, This

énormous expenditure has told considerably upon the well-being of the people at large, ang
been a direct cause of their poverty.’’ . .

Mr. Naidu of M adras, Miss Garland and Pandit Ratan
made excellent speeches in support of the resolution, and fr
speech, which was in Urdu, and was very much appr
quote the following passage which may be found inter

“Gentlemen, good government and political reform can make brogress only wh

temperate in habits and moral in character and nothing like success ’
be atbained unless our own habits and character

Admitting that the Government derives some income from a sou

has.

Nath Kaul of Fyzabad
om the last Speaker’s
eciated by the audience, we.
esting : —

en its people are.
in these matters can ever

, it will not be impertinent
suffer the loss than sacrifice the peace of a country,

administration of its people and the decrease of po
stop and regulate the nefarious traffic of drink

On my part to say that it s better to

: ing for its aim the good
¢ v-erty amony its subjects, is in duty bound to.
,'a,nd it is only those who want to '

ists. And I have the greatest pleasure in telling y
sided with us in this matter. Consider their Excelle
and other great pillars of the Government of India,
ization of the Army Temperance Associations sc
couraging them and presiding in temperance meetings (cheeirs). They exhort the s
stain from the habit of drink, deliver speeches and distribute medals to the abstainers, f is the
ho have proved beyond the shadow of a doubt that in comparigoy

ommit twice, nay, even three or foup times the.

ions of the British Government thgy at present oy

n India, 24,000 are total abstainers ( cheers), Bug
ference : on one side the Gospel of Temperance preached to the English soldi mark the gif..

cellencies the Vice-Regent of Her Gracious Majesty and the Commander-i 'Ier{)f b%;th?ir E§x~
in India, from the Olympian heights of Simla or ‘armies.
Oflicers to raise the Excise Revenue of the Government.”’ of the District
An Urdu speech by Babu Ram Parshad of Allahabad brou
close and the resolution was Passed unanimously.
On the fourth and last day of the sess
tion of the Congress was passed. The ne

ncies the Vigeroy and the Commanderdn-Chief,
associating themselves in the work a

nd organ-
attered throughout the country,

yea, even ép-
oldiers to gp..

ght the discussion o 5

ion the resolution
ed of a constitution
ommittee‘s appointed

regarding the constitu-
for the Congress had
‘ to consider the matter

Seem to arrive at any practica] Te
the Lucknow session of the Congress the a ‘ o wom

delegates seemed to be determined
to some definite decision of the question. The rules adopted by the.
though characterised by no great originality and only of a t

to come
: Oongress, al-
entative ‘nature, gyre yet

&

¢
v

i ified at
definite enough for all practical purposes,.and are elas?.lc enolgh toe::i t;logfl oeine
the suggestion of future experience without giving rise to the nec oy O eng
subjected to any radical alteration. The chief feature of the measure tha

" adopted is that a committee, styled the Indian Congress Committee, consisting of

. r
second, we have also expressed O

forty-five members elected by the Congress,lforty ﬁ W:%rshsex;i ;iﬁegle;tegazggz
X L o6
the recomendations of the different provincial commi y ; o 5
' d has been furnished with a pa
he affairs of the Congress for the current year, an ' . :
1j&s?sist;ant; Secretary.b This committee has to meet a certain number of times to trans
act business before the next meeting of the Congress. iy disoussed by
ion i ' t them was very ably di
he question of famines and how to preven ( :
Mr g '?qu;wadholkar, whose simple,‘direct and practical oratory has its own charms,

~ and by Pandit Madhan Mohan Malvaya, whose impassioned speeches, delivered in

i Re‘
melodious tone, the public of these Provinces have long ago learnt to admire.
X publi Provi . ,
gardirig the causes of Indian famines the following extract from Mr. Madholkar’s
\

speech is both instructive and interesting :——

p *¢ Gentlemen, our grateful acknowledgments are dl'le to the Governl:n:r:t f(:)rb 1;11;3e i-!;&si; ;.arnv%s:
and sincere ende;‘vours they are making for the protection of life. But ;; a ,-1; :zthe oryshiog. We
do make our grateful ackuowledgmer.xt.s fori what::;se :‘;Le;rn g\?tl;et:]:i | soeli ::’ : el iaieg
doing now. But on this occasion it is our imper " ;v Juty to ourseTven du L0 e Sovern.
i 'under e w:hli}le, :bl:gn(:iuotg :3 :});2 cz::::z f)l; v:lxlci famine;, and ask them to set themse]:::
e o) comoe ?ll :hose causes. The cause of the famine of course, some people say :v :
e removehi: Iness, isthe failure of rainfall. Even a fool knows th?.t. What we wanb (:
more it t.ba.n Tt that n t,t;e slightest deficiency of rainfall, the people of this f:ountry succum at
Ko 13y e o tl'mttl'(n)ouss;\.nds; and hundreds of thousands ? They are living under the most.
o e dOWntm nd {t is & most curious thing thateven under that Government they havehnlc;
benig y Governme.nl; ivlvill enable them o hold on for one or two years. The reason for this I sha
S . thufrom the words of any Congress man or any blatent politician, but from the rese
quobeut:;) }:i(:lli’\igance of such & body as the Famine Commission : . ' -
P At { much of the poverty of the people of India and of the r‘mk which they arf ext

o Phe -y n:uca.rcit.y lies the unfortunate circumstance, that agriculture forms a mol:e :
posed 1o ¥ 89&50!-15 y fs the mass of the population, and that no remedy for present evils ica,n s
the sole occ\-lpﬂatlon ° t include the introduction of a diversity of occupationg through wh chb X
complete, which does :o be drawn from agricultural pursuits and led to earn the means of _sul 8 1;.
surphixs ::z‘;?xlfﬁx:e?oz some such employments.’’ (The Report of the Famine Commission, Vol. 1I,
tence in ‘ ‘

page 175.) )
Further on it says :—
A main cause of the disastrous consequences of Indian Famgx:sf, an: ion;le off:l:: &r::t::: ’
- 1 sha is to ound in:
i f promoting relief in an effectua pe,
diffiouities nh}el wa{) oulzzion directly depends on agriculture, and that there is no oth:r’ ;:d::;:yl
great mass of the Picl;ex-a,ble par: of the community derives its support. The failure o Rrdiinn
from which an'y con; labouring class, as a whole, not only of the ordinary supplies o ea:n o>
rain Wi depr.xve:;ib;in their reaacb, bust also of the sole employment by which they can
tainable at price

ing it.’" .
mean; o]flpro_cu; \ir Madholkar, Mr. Malvaya put the matter with equal clearness and
ollowing ml. « £ him .too:-—
te a few sentences from . . ‘
force and we .quO events the Government of this country from drfvmg out the famin;
“what ls 1t :z;:ap:s it has been driven practically from other civilized countries, w:li;e
practioally from exce]l,ent service there as we have the good fortune_t.q possess, Thergin:lut;s vo.
have. not such 9lnt;lemén It is not the service which is to blame, but it is the system Ythsctan ding
gome reason, gen‘) Th.e pity, the great pity, the deplorable pity of it is that notv:r ot oo
blame Uwarl,m’;e(lg;e.n so often brought before the Government, tbe true r;medybel;::en;‘:m tg-day is
the matter lied. Gentlemen, the question that you have g
ht of .being applied. iot out briefly in this resolution-
seriously thoug i tedly ; and the remedy that you poivot o s s
rring repeaiedly ; Gentlemen, remember it is no
that of famine 0ccH ltivating classes must be improved. Gen 3
ition of the cultivating . depends upon agriculture.
is that the condition u that 4/5 of the population of this country depe
; are to
use wy repeating wfy:griculture cannot be improved unless the Government t’’flkfhe»gc.n(x)::st:‘i‘on: the:
Now, the condition 0 v to improve that condition. There are two aspects O Wigh regard to
consider what is necessa ynd and then fixity of tenure to the cultivating classes. tt1 mentgahoilld
G'overnment revenue dema . ’r epeatedly expressed our conviction that pel'mane';; iif: o ard to the.
the first, gentlemen, we hav of India where it does not obtain (cheers). 1';8' od to
be extended to all those parts deep conviction that a fixity of tenure should be secur .

o that they may be better able to bear the rigours of famine when it
the cultivating olasses, s , .

should approach them.”



At the close of his speech he dwelt upon the introduction or __. .. ___. _...._
arts and industries and effective system of technical instruction for the people as
among the principal remedies for the dire calamity from which the country suffers
from time to time.’ . ‘

That long budget of many of our cries and grievances, known as the omnibug re-
solution, was dealt with by Munshi Mohamed Sajjad Husain of Lucknow, Editor of the
Oudh Punch, in & speech full of power, humour, wit and pathos, and he was followed
by several speakers who dealt with the resolution from different standpoints. The re-
solutions regarding certain measures of the Government of India gagging the Press
in the Native States, and the necessity of having a sound system of technical educa-
tion for the people, were next discussed aud passed. In connection with the subject-

matter of the latter resolution, the whole Congress Assembly expressed with the °

greatest enthusiasm its grateful appreciation of the patriotic and munificent gift of
Mr. Tata for the promotion of higher scientific education and research. As no as.
sembly of men is without its funny men, in the Congress, too, we had a gentleman who
raised his voice of protest against that portion of the resolution regarding technical

" education, in which Mr. Tata’s name was gratefully mentioned, for the very excellent
reason that ‘‘without giving any reason whatever 1 move this amendment ;”’ and
consequently, when the resolution was put to the vote, only one disdainful hand was
seen waving against it. ‘ '

The usual but important resolution regarding the raising of funds for the €X.e.

penses of ‘“‘India” and the English Agency was passed on the motion of Babu

~ Surendra Nath Baneriji, whose stirring appeal to the audience resulted inabout Rs,

8,000 being subscribed on the spot, and the whole assembly marked with deep

appreciation and gratification the fact that one of the subscribers was the English
lady who reported proceedings for the Pioneer.

“ Several resolutions dealing with local grievances of dift
from the chair and passed. The whole assembly express
Mr. Hume, Mr. Nouroji and all the other members of the
good work they have done and are doing for India, under very trying circumstances
and at a time when' Lord George Hamilton represents the Indian Government ynq
Parliament is occupied in making bricks without straw for the purpose of empire-
building in other partsof the globe. But so long as we have brave and patriotic
workers like Mr. Nouroji, and earnestand dauntless champions like Sir William Wed-
derburn, Mr. Caine, and that awakener and kindler in India of all that is progressive
and destined to endure—My. Allan Hume—of whom we may say with truth that

“He saw distant gates of Eden gleam,
And did not dream it was a_dream H
80 long as the National Congress has the conscience and the intellect of some of the
noblest sons of India and England on its side, our cause is secure, and with it the
future of a great Empire is also secure; for whenever the day of fruition dawns for
our hopes and aspirations, the glory of it Wwill belong to the justice, the benevOlén
and the prescience of the ruling race. : o

A vote of thanks to the distinguished Chairman, carried with ac . '
. ? clama, .
graceful speech from him brought the proceedings of the fifteenth Ses;m'o iy
Congress to a close. Sion of the

erent Provinces were puf,
ed its warmest thanks to
British Committee for the

_ On the generous and patriotic invitation of Rai Saheb Laly, .
Umballa, made on behalf of himself and his Punjab frien
hold its next session during Christmas at Lahore,

R e .
D et

Murii Db/a.r‘ of
ds, the Congress resolved to

e

| FIFT

GHE 27TH, 28TH, 29MH AND 30TH DEGEMBER, 1899,

LUGKNOW.
RESOLUTION 1,

Resolved—That thjs Congress notices with satisfaction the suppox"t of pub- (S)fe%tr&silg&!lz
lic opinion, both in Eagland and in India, which the question of :ohe 'sgparat1on o:f the fron?
judicial from the executive functions in the administration of justice ha,s. rec.elved; 'gﬁg?:%it 0;:‘
and this Congress, while thanking Lord Hobhouse, Si.r Richard Garth, Sir I.{lchard
Couch, Sir Charles Sergeant, Sir William Markby, Sir John' Buc.id. Phear, S1r John
Scott, Sir Roland K, Wil!on, Mr. Herbert J. Reynold33 and Su'; William Wedderburn
for presentinga petition to the Secretary of State in Cou.nctl.to ?ﬂ'ect t.he mlfch-
needed separation, earnestly hopes the Government of India will give their eafrh'est
attention to the petition, which has been forwarded to them, and will take practical

steps for speedily carrying out this much-needed reform.
' RESOLUTION II.

Resolved—(a) That this Congress regrets the introduction into the Supreme L 5‘3“%“1?.3.
Legislative Council of a Bill to amend the Law relating to a.gr.icultura,l_ land in the ;g%ion Bil.
Punjab, with a view to restrict alienation of land as proposed in the Bill by sale or

’

mortgage, which is-calculated (1) to decrease the credit of the agriculturists and
oy ]

PNTH NDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS,

HELD ON

landholders, (2) to make them more resourceless on agcount of their inability to meet

" ‘the President,

loc
- Empire,

‘receivers,

the ever-increasing State demands’upon their land ; and this Congress is ?f o;'pinior}
that the provision to give retrospective effect o the Bill is inequitable and unfair.

(p) That this Congress recommends that real relief be afforded to

the culti'vatingrclasses in the following way : tha.t where the Government is the rent-

iver, the rule proposed in 1882, prohibiting any fanha.ncement “except on the

aron d ’f rise in prices, be enforced, and that whére private landlords are the rént.
B ivers some provision to prohibit undue enhancement of rent be made.

(9 This Congress further resolves that & Commi.ttee consisting of
Mr. Jaishi Ram, Mr. N. Gupta, Mr. Wacha,. Munshi Madho Lal, Mr.
Madhulkar and Mr. Ikbal Shanker be appointed a.nd. empowered to submit a re-
presentation to the Government, pointing out the unsuitable nature of many of the.
provisions of the Bill. ‘

RESOLUTION ITI. - -

Resolved—That whereas it is considered safe and prudent t¢ With‘drb,w large gl'lransf:r tof.
bodies of British troops for service outside the statutory lifnits of I_nd:a,' zls Con- pg costofa
pinion that the time has come when the Indian tax-payer’ should be ~ British

is of 0 , P
B e o relief out of the British Exchequer towards the cost of maintaining in Troops.

granted som

. India so large & force of European soldiers. This Congress sees no objection to the

' iti i i the whole of the British
i British troops in India as a reserve force for
e O{mt ig of opinion that the time has come for the transfer of the cost of .
20,000 British troops from the Indian to théBritish Exchequer.
]

RESOLUTION 1V.
_(a) That, having regard to the fact that the prixfcipa.l cause of the The Indian
loss by Em is(gle sbea’,dy growth of the demand on'the Indian Exchequer for Currency

: tion.
expenditure in England, this Congress regrets the introduction of a gold standard in- Questlon.



( =xxviii )

india on the recommendation of the Currency Committee for the purpose of prevent-

ing loss by exchange, and is of opinion that the new measure is calculated to increase
the gold obligations of India. = - ‘ ¢

, (v) That this Congress is further of opinion that the decision
accepted by the Government will in effect add to the indebtedness of the poorer
classes in India, depreciate the value of their savings in the shape of silver orna-
ments, and virtually add to their rents and taxes.

{&) That this Congress is further of opinion that the decision gc-
cepted by the Government is likely to be prejudicial to the indigenous manufactures

of the country. RESOLUTION V.

~ Separation Resolved—That this Congress is of opinion that the union of the Military and
0; ntglgit:il‘ly Civil Medical Services is extravagant, inconvenient and prejudicial to the interests of
Medical the Government as well as of the people, and strongly urges the necessity of the se-
Service. paration of the two services by the creation of a distinet Civil Medical Department

« recruited by open simultaneous competition in England and India.
RESOLUTION VI.

Pross Mes- Resolved—That it is the opinion of this Congress that the principle em.

sages Bill. bodied in the Foreign Telegraphic Press Messages Bill, now pending before the
Supreme Legislative Council, is opposed to the policy followed by the British Govern.
ment in India as to the unrestricted dissemination of useful knowledge and informs.
tion, and that no adequate necessity is shown to exist for the passing of the proposed
measure in British India. ‘

'RESBOLUTION VII.

. Calcutta Resolved-—That this Congress expresses its disapproval of th .
Muzjcipal policy, subversive of local self-government, evidenced by the passing o? t;)za(c}tlonary
Municipal Act, and by the introduction into the Legislative alcutta

Council
similar measure which will have the effect of seriously jeopardising th(:f Bo'mb.&y of a
local self-government. ' principles of

RESOLUTION VIIL

et Resolved—That this Congress is of opini

Prohibit Plnion that the Shids »

‘forTea-  ers and teachers of aided institutions from taking part inn;fﬁtﬁshﬁmg mangg-
Ovements oy

chers of 4 eanding political meetings without the consent of the Dy ;
ﬁzi-él;gal nt?xi- or other authorities are likely to interfere with the p:a]zggfltg;gi;“}:hc Instru.ction,
ti: 113::’ u;;:;c the rights of British subjects, to withdraw able and influential men f(;- ual oxercise of
education, and to restrict private enterprise and organization for theom the "cauge of
cation in this country. Awnd this Congress hopes that the Madrsa spread of edy-
. Governments will take steps to remove from the educationg] rules a.nsdatnd;
aid code the provisions to the effect described above, - he

. RESOLUTION IX.

. Resolved—That this Congiess is of opinion th, .

Abkari Res X ; at at

, fortr;. ¢ be taken by the Government in granting licenses to retaj) ll‘ilngglr'l t ll)nea_-Sures should
such shops should be established anywhere in India withoutqui Shops, and that no.
inhabitants of the place. ng the sense of the

grant-in-

RESOLUTION X,

Consitu- Resolved—That this Congress adopts the followiy

tion of the Constitution of the Congress :—
Congress.

g Rules i'egarding the.

-«*
1.—The otject of the Indian National Congregsg L
tutional means the interests and the well-being ofgt,he p:(l;il: 2; :ﬁepfggli::le;y consti-
- 2.—1It shall ordinarily meet once a year at such time and in such p) mpire,
bave been resolved on by the last preceding Congress, Provided that th PI&cta. as shall
gress Committee, as hereinafter provided for, may in case of necessitye ndian Con.
N y

Bombay -

chan ge the -

( xxix )

place or time of the meeting of the Congress; provided also that in case of emergency
the Indian Congress Committee may convene anextraordinary session of the Congress
at such time and place as may be determined by them. o

3.--It shall consist of delegates elected by political associations or other
bodies, and by public meetings. ,

4.- Its affairs shall be managed by a Committee, styled the Indian Congress
Committee, consisting of 43 members elected by the Congress, 4) of whom shall be
elected upon the recommendations of the different Provincial Congress Committees,
and, in the absence of such Committees, by the delegates of the respective Provinces
in Congress assembled, in the manner hereinbelow laid down, that is to say:—

For Bengal including Assam

For Bombay including Sind

For Madras including Secunderabad

For North-Western Provinces including Oudh .

For Punjab

For Berar

For Central Provinces .. e 3

The term of office of the members of the Committee shall be the period inter-
‘vening between two ordinary meetings of the Congress. ’

5.—The Indian Congress Committee shall meet at least three times a year,
once immediately after the Congress, once during the year between the months of °
June and October, as may be determined upon by the Committee, and once immediate-
ly before the Congress, at such place as the Committee may find convenient.

6-—The Indian Congress Committee shall have an Honorary Secretary and a
paid Assistant Secretary, with suitable office staff, for which a sum of Rs. 5,000 shall
be granted annually, one half of which shall be provided by the Reception Committee

CO W= O

~ .of the place where the last Congress is held, and the other half by the Reception Com-

mittee of the place where the next succeeding Congress is to be held.
The Sebreta,i'y to the Indian National Congress shall be the Honorary Secre-
tary of the Committee. .

7.--Provincial Congress Committees shall be organized at the capitals of the

Jifferent Presidencies and Provinces of India for the purpose of carrying on the
work of political education, on lines of general appreciation of British rule and of con-
stitutional action for the removal of its defects, throughout the year, by organizing
Standing Congress Committees, holding Provincial Conferences, and by such other
means as they may deem proper, in consultation with the Indian Congress Committee,
for furthering the objects of the Congress. They shall be the responsible agents of
the Indian Congress Committee for their respective Provinces, and shall submit
annual reports of their work to that Committee.

8.—The nomination of the President, the drafting of Resolutions, and ail other
business in connection with the Congress, shall be done by the Indian Congress Com-
mittee. It shall "also, subject to the approval of the Congress, frame rules for the
election of delegates, the election of speakers, and the conduct of the proceedings of
the Congress. . -

g.—Rules and bye-laws shall be framed by the Provincial Congress Com-
mittees for the election of members, the conduct of their own proceedings, and other
matters appertaining to their business. All such rules and bye-laws shall be subject
to the approval of the Indian Congress Committee.

10.——A Committee,styled the British Congress Committee, shall be maintained
in England, which shall represent there the interests of the Indian National Congress.
The amount requisite for the expenses of thg said Committee shall be determined and
woted by the Congress, and the amount so voted shall be raised by the Indian Con-
gress Committee in such manner as may be determined upon by that body from time
to time. - ’
11, —The Indian Congress Committee shall take such steps as they may

deem fit to raise a permanent fund for carrying on the work of the Indian National
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Congress ;and such fund shall be invested in the name of 7 tr

Provinee in India, to be appointed by the Congress

Members of the Indian Congress Commxttee A
Congress under the above Resoluti

General Members—

Mr., W. C. Bonnerjee.

The Hon'ble Surendra Nath Banerjee.
v P. Ananda Charlu,
5w P. M. Mehta.

Mr. Madhulkar,

Bengal—

Mr. A. M. Bose.

,, Kali Charan Banerjee.
,, Bhupendra Nath ‘Bose,

The Hon'ble Baikunt Nath Sen.
Mr. Ambica Charan Mozumday,
ys J. Ghosal.

,, Aswini.Kumar Dutt,
, Dipnarain Sinha.

N.-W. P. & Oudh— *

The Hon’ble Pandit Bishambhar Nat,

Babu Ganga Prasad Varma,
Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya.
Mr. A, Nundy.
,, Bishan Naraiyan Dar.
,, Hafiz Abdur Raheem.
Bombay—
Mr. D. E. Wacha,
The Hon’ble G. Chandra Varkar.
Mr, W. A, Chambers.
,, R M. Sayani.
,» Daji Abaji Khare,
,, Chiman H. Sitalwad.
,,» R. P. Karandikar.
,, Tahilram Khem Chand.
Panjab—
Lala Kanihia Lal,
Sirdar Jhenda Singh,
Lala Har Kishaun Lal,
Mr. Jaishiram.
antral Provinces -

Mr. Bapurao Dada.
,» Bhagirath Prasad,
» H. V. Kelker,

~

erar—

Mr. Deorao Vinayek. |
»» M. V. Joshi,
;s G. 8. Khaparde

;adras—
The Hon’ble C. Vijia Ragavachar

2 C.J ambuli
» 1nga Mud
” » G. V. enka,tal a,tnam a,har

\wtees, one from each:

ppointed by the
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Mr. C. Sankara Nair, '

,, P. Rangia Naidu. : X S
., P. Ram Chandra Pillai.

,» G. Subramania Iyer.

»» Y. Ryru Nambyar.

RESOLUTION XI.

Resolved - I'hat this Congx ess recognises the valuable services of the British Conﬁde nece
Jommittee in the cause of the people of India, and expresses its unabated confidence g;n?;iiﬁ:t
n Sir William Wedderburn and the other members of the Committee.

And that a sum of Rs. 54,000 be assigned for the expenses of the British
Jommittee and the cost of the Congress publication, India.

RESOLUTION XII

Resolved—That. having regard to the policy of appointing to the Governor- An ll*%il'
thips of Madras and Bombay statesmen from England to the exclusion of the services tfvenﬁem&;r,

n India, this Congress is of opinion that it is desirable that those Provinces should be in "ha glxe-
v

\dministered with the help of Councils of three and not of two members as at present, councils
wmd that one of the three Councillors should be a Native of India. of %Olgb“
M n
‘RESOLUTION XIIL Madras.

Resolved—That this Congress, while gratefully recognizing the endeavours Reform to
nade by the Indian and Provincial Governments to save human life and relieve dis- prevent Fa--
ress at the present famine. urges the adoption of the true remedy—to improve the
sondition of the cultivating classes and prevent the occurrence of famine, This Con-
rress recommends the curtailment of public expenditure, the devolopment of local
wnd indigenous industries. and the moderating of land assessment.

RESOLUTION XIV.

Resolved—~(i) That this Congress concurswith previous Congresses in strong- Omnibus..
ly advocating— ’

(@) A modification of the rules under the Arms Act so as to make them equally
applicable to all residents in, or visitors to, India, without distinction of creed, caste
or colour ; to ensure theliberal concession of licenses wherever wild animals habitually
destroy human life, cattle or crops; and to makeall licenses granted under the revised
rules, of life-long tenure revocakle only on proof of misuse, and valid throughout the
Provincial jurisdiction in which they are issued. :

() The establishment of Military Colleges in India, at which Natives of Indla,,
as defined by Statute, may be educated and trmned for a military career as Commission-
ed or Non- commlssmned Officers, "according to capacity and qualifications, in the In-
dian Army.

() The authorizing and stlmula.tmg of a widespread system of volunteering,
such as obtains in Great Britian, amongst-the people of India.

(@ The discontinuance of the gtant of exchange compensation allowance to-
the non-domiciled European and Eurasig,n employees of Government.

() The establishment of a High Court of Judicature in the Punjab.

(ii) . That this Congress. concurring with previous Congresses, records its
protest— ‘ )

(@) Against the scheme of re-organizatioun of the Educational Service which
has received the sanction 6f the Secretary of State, as being calculated to exclude
Natives of India, including those who have been educated in England, from the.
superior grade of the Educational Service to which they have hitherto been admitted,
advocating. that the scheme may be so0 recast as to afford facilities for the admission
of Indian graduates to the superior grade of the Educational Service.

(b) Against the presentrate of the Salt Tax, which produces great hardshlp-
to the poorest classes of the country, a hardship which renders it incumbent upon the-
Government to take the earliest opportunity to restore the duty to its level of 1888, -
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v «sswinist the retrograde policy of the Government of India in nominating
a gentleman for the Central Proviuces to the Supreme Council without asking local
bodies to make recommendations for such nomination, entertaining the earnest hope
tbat the Government will be pleased to take early steps to give to the Central Pro-
vinces the same kind of representation that it has already granted to Bengal, Madras,
Bombay and the North-Western Provinces, '

{(d) Against the labour laws of Assam, vix, the Inland Emigration Act T of
1882, as amended by Act VII of 1893,

(iif) This Congress, concurring with previous Congresses, axpresses its
conviction—

(2) That, having regard to the opinion of the Jury Commission ag to the
success of the system of trial by jury, and also the fact that with the pragress of
education a sufficient number of educated persons is available in all parts of the
country, the system of trial by jury should be extended to the districts and offences
to which a6 present it does not apply, and that the verdicts of juries should be final.

(t) That this Congress is of opinion that it is desirable in the interests of the

people of this country that the Criminal Procedure Code should be so amended as to

- gonfer upon accused persons, who are Natives of India, the right of claiming, in

trials by jury before the High Court, and in trials with the aid of a38e380rs, that not
less than half the number of the jurovs or of the assessors shall be Natives of India.

() 'That the action of the Forest Department, under the rules framed by the
different Provincial Governments, prejudicially affects the inhabitants of the rural

parts of the country by subjecting them to the annoyance and oppression of Forest

subordinates in various ways; and these rules should be amended in the interest of
the people.

(@) That the minimum income assessable under
raised from five hundred to one thousand rupees.

(¢) Thatno satisfactory solution of the question of the employment of Native
of India in the Indian Civil Service is possible, unless effect is given t the resolutioy
of the House of Commons of June 1893 in favour of holding the Competitive Examing
tion for the Indian Civil Service simultaneously in India aud Englang,

RESOLUTION. Xv,

AR Resolved—That this Congress is of opinion that th

Gagging o - : .
the Press in Notification of 25th June 1891, in the Foreign Department, gagging the Press §
NS‘};:;;Z territories ungder British administration in Native States, is retrooyade arbitrﬂurj
and mischievous in its nature, and opposed to sound statesmanship and to ’the libert

of the people, and onght to be cancelled.
RESOLUTION XVi.

Tochaical .  Resolved~That this Congres§ plfxces on record its conviction that the system

Education. technical edncation now in vogue is inadequate ang unsatisfactory, ang v by <
having regard to the poverty of the people and the decline of indigonous I“;n‘tiys 18
the Government will introduce a more elaborate and efficient Schémg : ‘u‘str{e:
instruction, and set apart more funds for a suc ing of the ® o technic
Congress desires to express its gratefu] g o * Same, And th

‘ ¢ i 1 © patriotic and ifi
‘o f Mr. Tata for the promotion of i enitnad
gift o P high cation and reseyrch,

the Income Tax Act be

e Government of Ingi
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, RESOLUTION XvVii,

Resolved—That this Congress, while thankin

ég%‘:ﬁ;‘f‘fli ing the boon of & Legislative Council to the P

the Punjab. they have not extended to the Councillors the
the right of recommending Councillors for
Councillors and the people in the othey

! & the Government for grar
Unjab, places on record its Tegret th
rxgh}a of interpellation, and to the Peo)
~ Domination, such as are enjoyed by t
Provinces,

RESOLUTION XVIL

Laws for Resolved—That this Con

8ress is of opinion that so long as Berar ig i
Berar.  tered by the Governor-General ¥ g PTAr is adwmiy

n Couneil, all laws and orders baving the foree of 1
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- . . . - b S -
teaded for Berar, should be enacted by the Supreme Legislavive Coanail in the same
way as those for British [ndia proper.
RESOLUTION XIX. .
Resalved—That the adoption of measures sgainst the Plague being o matter txpendi-
ol lmperial eoncerny and recognised as sach, thisCongress is of opinion that the expen- ture on

Plague Ad-
ditore incurred in conuection therewith should be borne by, the Goverumen: and migistra-
. ’ tion,
not chiarged to the funds of the local  bodies. _ :

RESOLUTION XX.

Resolved-—Thut this Cougress expresses its tull and upabated contidence in _U(mgdguce‘
Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji as thie represeutative of the people of India. and hopes that v Dada-

N al L
he will be ve-elected by hisold eonstitoency of Central Finsbury or any other Libeval  Ngoro;i.
canstituency. ¢ |

RESOLUTION XXI.

Resolved—Thut this Congress reappoints Mr. A. O. Hame, C. B, to be Gien- Blesion of
eral Secretary, and Mr. D. E. Watcha to be Joint General Secretary for the ensuing enera

gad Joint
year, ) Geperal
Secretary.
RESOLUTION XXIL o L.
Resolved—That au-agency be appoiuted in England for the purpose of or- Appoint

wanizing, in concert with the British Congress Committee, public meetings for the mer:lt &fhau
dissemination of “information on Indiau matters, and that funds be raised for the A‘ggm.}..
purpose.

LUCKNowW - } ROMESH C. pUTT,

The 3ist Devember 1594, President, 15th Indian Nativnal Congress,



DETAILED
Report of the Proceedings

< Indian National Gongress, &

On the 27th, 28th, 29th and 3oth December 1899.

FIRST DAY’S PROCEEDINGS.

FIRST SITTING OF THE CONGRESS commenced at 2. P. M. on
Vednesday, the 27th December 1899.

Babu Bansilal Singh, Chairman of the Reception Committee, in welcoming the
delegutes, said :—
'FELLOW-DELEGATES, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN :—

On behalf of the Reception Committee and the citizens of the United Provinces,
1 beg to offer you a most cordial welcome to the Capital of Oudh. Itis but right for
us tﬁat we should welcome so many of the distinguished representatives of the
various communities inhabiting this great Empire, and I feel very grateful to my
friends on the Reception Committee for the honor they have done me in electing -me
to represent them on this important occasion. At the same time, ge.ntlemen, I regret
very much that the feeble state of my health prevents me from expoying the\ honor
of discharging the duty of addressing such a large a.ssen.lbly as this, and therefore,
with your permission, I will hand over the address which I have prepared to my
friend Pundit Bishun Narrain Dar, who will read it in my behalf.

Pundit Bishun Narrain Dar read the following:—
BROTHER-DELEGATES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN : —

With sentiments of the deepest respect and affection, 1 beg to offer you all, on
behalf of the Reception Committee, most cordial greetings. .

It is indeed van honor to me that my colleagues of the Reception Compﬁttee should
have deemed yne worthy to be their representative on this important occasion, to receive
and welcome on their behalf so many distinguished representatives of the various
communities inhabiting this great Empire. It wasa cherished dream of my life,
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gentlemen, to be able at least once this side the grave to offer you all who come-
here from your distant homes, for purposes of deliberating on questions of national
well-being, that earnest and enthusiastic welcome which I can hardly venture to-
convey to you in words, for no words can adequately express what I feel on the
present occasion. ' .

Throughout this year I have been in such 'a precarious state of health, suf-
fering from a malady which at times seemed serious, that I was not quite sure if
I should be spared to have the proud privilege of meeting you here to-day, but I
thani God that the happy day which I have been looking forward to with so much

eager joy and expectation has come, when in my own behalf and that of my col-

leagues I am able to offer you a warm and cordial welcome.

But while welcoming you, gentlemen, to Lucknow, the Capital of Oudti—the.
witness of a glorious past and consecrated by immortal memories—I am ‘Painfully
reminded of the backwardness of this province in education and material prosperity,
which are the distinguishing features of some of the more fortunate provinces of'
this great country. Here unhappily you will find wealth and' public spirit generally
divorced from each other:the rich in spirit areas a rule poor in means, while from
those who possess wealth and position, the inscrutable wisdom of Providence seems $o
have withheld the luxury of doing good. The preparations, therefore, which we have
been able to make for this Fifteenth Session of the National Congress, though by no-
means worthy of this great occasion or of you, our honoured guests, are yet the out-
come of the sincere support and sympathy of thousands of those men who, if they are

. not Darbaris and title-holders, possess at least this indefeasible title to our regard,

that they are as trueand patriotic supporters of the National cause (cheers) as any
that breathe in this ancient and historic land. I should speak in a very apologetic
nay, a humiliating tone if I were referring only to the visible aspect of our arran gez
ments ; but when inits invisible aspect I find it to be the result of the help and co-opera-
tion of those of whose weakness and helplessness I am not an inexact image, I cannot
help feeling the consolation that if our arrangements are wanting in pompand show. we
are at least in a position to say that the Congress which has met hereto-dayise mphat’ical..
ly the—People’s Congress (cheers). And I am sure you too, Brother Delegates, will
be gratified to find that quiet, and simple, and humble as is the reception Wﬁich (;n be
half of the teeming populations of the United Provinces I offer to you, it is the -
reception.

Gentlemen, if our arrangements are imperfect and quite inade
wants and comforts, as we are painfully conscious they are (voices,
to any want of care or exertion onour part. Indeed, gentlemen,
some misgiving that we entered upon the work of Preparing
most agreeable duty of jwelcoming you here. There were,
surmouuted, local authorities to be conciliated and compromises t
accepted before, gentlemen, we could secure sites for the Congress
the accommodation of delegates. But these are now old stories, and
nation to dwell on them. Many of you, Iam sure, have read ai] ot
the néwspapers, and how eventually we were able to obtain the tract
our pavilion stands. The unfortunate, though under the circumsta
part of the business has been that we have failed to make gy
you all together. .Some in consequence hav

quate to meet your

it was not without

0 be relucta,ntly
meeting or for

t the episode in
of land on which
nees, unavoidable

rangements fo i
e had to be accommodat r locating

tion Camp, while the rest have had to be scattered in diﬁeed n the Segrega,-

localities in the wide city to make the best of residences, good b;gnt anrtfers and
that we have been able to provide for them. But contend ag W,e- b and mdlffere.nt,
so many obstacles, some of them quite unlooked for, I cannot allow 2]‘:’:? had to Wl.th
to pass without inviting your attention to the good-will and courtes inls 9pportumty
by the Ruler of this Province (cheers) in reference to any and evzr variably She.wn
made by our Committee to His Honor. Itis to his kindly inter Si{’{representa,tmn
that we owe this site—the very best in this citY—upon which OuPrOPa 93‘;1 gentlemen,
hope therefore that I may be permitted on behalf of this wh . stands. 1

Sir Antony MacDonnell our humble and respectful thanlks (icud cheers)

people’s.
0, no), it is not due-
ourselves for the.

we knew, obstacles to be-

I have no inclj--
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" Gentlemen, I have just had occasion to allude to our drawbacks. You may pro-
bably have read in the papers that a knot of about 50 Mahomedan gentlemen, given
out as influential Mahomedan residents of the city, some time ago memorialized the-
Lieutenant-Governor, through the Commissioner of Lucknow, to prohibit the Congress.
from ‘meeting here (voices, shame, shame). The chief ground for this patriotic request.
was that delegates from the Deccan would come laden with plague-germs, and would
thus seriously endanger the health of the city. These gentlemen very conveniently
forgot their own attitude towards the plague restrictions when they were first imposed
upon this province (kear, hear). The objection. of these gentlemen, however, did not
seem convincing enough to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, who quietly rejected
the memorial, because he desired to place nu upnecessary impediment in the way of
the discussion of public questions in a temperate and loyal spirit (ckeers).

As if this rebuff was not enough for our Anti-Congress lights, they answered it by
holding on the 3rd of this month what, we were informed with a flourish of trumpets;
was going to be a portentous demonstration as they had succeeded in catching a K. C.-
1. E. from the ranks of the Oudh Talugqdars to preside at their meeting (laughter), The
great demonstration has come and gone without doing any sensible damage to the Con-
gress cause, while the presence of about 300 Mahomedan delegates from Lucknow
alone (hear, hear) clearly indicates-that for the Anti-Congress, in these provinces af
least, the hour is not yet ripe and the men are not yet come! : ‘

" 1 have no inclination to take you into the depths and mazes of motives which now

and again give rise to this sort of opposition. A more lucid explanation of the phenom-

enon cannot be found than in the pregnant words of Sir Charles Dilke: “ The officia
class themselves admit that many of the natives who attack the Congress do so to in_
gratiate themselves with their British rulers and to push their claims for decora.
tions'{'\{hear, kear). That being the case, I do not think we need take much notice of’
the shy, y doings of our friends of the opposition. ‘

In & province—and specially in this city—the relations existing between Hindus.
and Malh wmedans are so cordial (hear, lear) ~for ‘generations past both have lived to-
gether sqgeacefully and amicably that I am confident that no amount of the preach-
ing of thergospel of division and discord can ever ruffle these happy relations (cheers),
Our alliance is perhaps evén stronger to-day thdn ever; for both of us—Hindus and.

‘Mahomedans—have met to-day under the stress of common interests and determined
to arrive at a common goal. ' - g -

Gentlemen, Congress principles, based as they are upon the solid foundations of
loyalty and patriotism—upon a firm attachment to the British Crown and an unshak-
able resolve to raise the social and political status of our country —are safe from any
oppositions which may be offered to them. The spirit of the age is with them ; the-
genius of the British Empire is on their side (hear, hear); they representthe forces
which have built up modern civilisation. No hostile forces can arrest the march of the-
Congress movement. It has lighted its beacon on ahigh rock, against which the waves.
of opposition will beat in vain. :

But opposition, whatever may be itscharacter or force, proves one thing if it proves
anything at-all, namely, that the cause or the principleagainst which it isdirected, is.
quietly making headway in some quarter, in spite of, or perhaps because of, the opposi-
tion. I need nottherefore beat the pains to expose the sham and hollow character of
the meeting I have been speaking of, thé pretension of its promoters to be the-
sole and only representatives of the people of Lucknow, like the proverbial three-:
Tailors of the Toolsy Street (laughter), is falsified as I have already remarked by the
very presence in this Pandalof so many respectable Mahomedan friends, some of whom
are the descendants of the old royal and noble families of Oudh (cheers), notonly from
this city alone but from different parts of India.

The opposition to the Congress in India, gentlemen, has always been of a
singularly shy and bashful character. If our opponents object to any of our 'pr.oposa.,ls,
why don’t they come in our midst and state their differences ? We welcome dlv‘ersuy
of views ; we accept the sage’s-words, that among many counsellors there is wisdom.
Wann Atmncetow t2 sln madaom dlotre of the Congress movement. Gentlemen, this is the-
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public measures and help each other in arriving at correct conclusions in regard to
them, and thus be ia a position to place them before our rulers. Differences of opinion :
‘will exist so long as human society exists, but mutual tolerance and mutual confidence

.can do much to clear up many misunderstandings, and teach each of the contending

parties the utility of looking at things from the standpoint ot the other. To
hold conflicting views on public questions, gentlemen, is one thing, to take upan

attitude of uncompromising hostility is quite another.

As a result of the same spirit of backwardness of our ‘people in these provinces we
have another and a yet more numerous class of men, people who while in hearty sym-
pathy with our movement,which they are privately ready to helpin every way, are yet

afraid to join it openly,—and I think I would be appropriately describing these by call-

ing them our timid and nervous sympathisers who start at their own shadow and quite
losetheir balance of mind at the very prospect of being interrogated as to their political
creed by an over-inquisitive officialdom. 7 R

The only quarter from which we have to reckon with any very formidable opposi-
tiou is therefore in the ranks of the Anglo-Indian community. But I for one cannot
find fault with the attitude thus taken up by them. It isthe old story of want of pre-
cise knowledge on the one hand, and of the influence of vested intefests at stake
on the other. And Iam convinced that their opposition will by and by disappear
s ignorance gives way to knowledge, and in the light of better information and more

cordial understanding, our Anglo-Indian friendes come to realize their sacred duty

towards the Empire which their forefathers strove so heroica}ly to build up, and which

‘British Justice alone can maintian (cheers).

1t would be affectation to deny that in the official class there are some who do not
look upon the Congress movement with favour, and who sometimes betray 3; unne.
cessary and unjustifiable distrust of educated Indians. The moral inﬂuence.or_ these
officers upon a good many of usis very great. We feel it most in this provir¢e where
educational backwardness keeps the people in an undue awe of the powers thy. be. And
it is natural that a good many people should feel too timid to openly join thptCongress
movement, when they find some officials do not in season and out of Seaften conceal
‘their opinion of those who take part in political movements. And it is curious to ob-
serve that so long as our leading men serve the Government as Magistrates District
Judges, High Court Judges, Commissioners and in other high capacities, they a:re highl
spoken of by our Anglo-Indian officials. Butas soon as they join the Congress movexieni
.and strive for their country’s well-being, every attempt is made to belittle their posi
tion as leading men, and no opportuuity is lost to cover them with invective and atﬁ)sl-
The one certain consequence which this policy is capable of leading to is that while o 6(i
.and temperate men may be scared away from the Congress, their places w,ill be tgko
up by more violent and less responsible spirits. I am sureeven the strongest official en
ponents of Congress do not desire this. To this class of officialg Well-intentionedop-
doubt, but wedded to what, I must say, is asuicidal policy, I may be permitted 4o l:io
dress one observation. Youare foreigners in this country. You do not ang from ad-
exclusive way, cannot know the mind of the people, and the people do not, 3kno your
‘mind. Baut you have by your educational policy-which hag immortalized fhe nW your
Bentinck and Macaulay, created a considerable class of men, filled with your .dames of
aspirations, conversant with your manners and customs, attached to your rul 1beas and
tie of duty and interest, who are desirous of acting as interpreters be’tweenu © by every
people placed under your care, and in order to carry out this object, adopt th you and the
of constitutional agitation which you yourself have taught th:am pWhO:e methods
the good of their education if they did not desire that which it h.a,s A ) hwould_ be
love and cherish-? Butnow that they have organised themselves into a‘:gd ¢ them to
mulated their wants in the most loyal and temperate spirit, s a’t ody anq for.
expedient, is it worthy of the great tradition of whicy . - i b Wise, is it
that their early effosts for self-improvement, which must be Clumsy shaul)d the heir,
with suspicion, mistrust, and jealousy, that their free 8 eéi’h ould be treated
‘your own readiness to listen to all honest expressions of Opiniofl sho’ulznsgucl(')agid by
i i i i i : ’ ns
3nto disaffection, and a reactionary policy should be adopted to send terrOrrilfg
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the people’s hearts, to silence and suppress public opinion, and thus to close the only

First Day.

safe and sure avenue, you have, through which you can get access to the real mind Ohh?r.man

of the country ? Your most loyal subjects lament the change which has come over

‘of

your policy. Inmattersof education, for example, your have adopted a reactionary Reception

course which must end in undesirable consequences. You are not on the right road.
The time will come—and the sooner the better—when you will realise that the best
friendsof your ruleare those who understandits manifold blessings, and that the foun-
dations of the British Government will be strengthened, not by alienating but by
conciliating thefeelingsof the educated classes, (hear, hear), who here, as elsewhere, are
the natural leaders of the masses. Now, gentlemen, whatever may be the answer of
the official class to some such appeal as I am making, it is highly gratifying to find that
many of them have already begun to see through the unwisdom of blindly setting
their faces against a movement, the working of which they have seldom cared to
Scrutinise or study, but which is the noblest produce of their own government and
civilisation. It can hardly be without reason, gentlemen, that some of the most
prominent leaders of the community, now retired and therefore far above all party or
social prejudice, have thought fit to raise their voice in condemnation of the system
which coolly permits the retention in one hand of two such functions as are associated
with judicial and executive work in this country. You all know how some of the
greatest names in the judicial annals of the country—men of ripe experience and
exceptional knowledge, such as Lord Hobhouse, Sir Richard Garth, Sir Richard Couch,
Sir Charles Sergeant, Sir William Markby, Sir John Budd Phear, Sir John Scott, Sir
Roland K. Wilson—have pronounced in favour of the separation of the two functions.
It is our humble conviction, gentlemen, that if we go on pursuing our aims steadi-
ly, but moderate'y, and stick to onething ata time, no Government in the world,
much less the just and enlightened Government under which welive, can long refuse
to grant our prayers (cheers). But I need not dilate upon the advantages of persever-
.ance and moderation, for had you not made these the cardinal principles of our action
all along, the Congress fabric could not possibly have been kept together to this.day,
(hear, hear) nor could it have succeeded in winning the confidence of someof the the most
distinguished Indians and Englishmen ; nor, 1 may add, would it have commanded, as
it does to-day, the respect even of those who do not agree with all its views (cheers).

Commit-
tee’s
address.

Gentlemen, at your fourteenth session at -Madras last year your were pleased to ‘

appoint a committee to go into the important question of constitution of the

Congress. I beg to suggest that if it could give some of its time to the consideration - .
of what I cannot help calling the present unsatisfactory system of leaving the holding -
of the future sessions of the Congress to the obliging invitation of local committees

distributed all over the country,—a great step in advance will have been taken. The
Congress movement, gentlemen, as you all’ kunow, "has acquired an imperial impor-
tance, it no longer befits its dignity to stake its existence as it were on such
haphazard support. We are all proud to belong to it: every one of us naturally feels
sorry and disappointed if the part of the country he hails from is passed over in
favour of some more fortunate Province in the matter of the pleasure and honour
of playing the agreeable role of hosts to the elite of the Indian community, and in
order to discharge this gratifying duty we delightfully incur all manner of expenses
to vie with .previous receptions. But if you do away with the, existing system,
although by so doing you may, I am afraid, be rather cruelly depriving one or other
of the provinces of the chance of distinction in the field of generous hospitality, you
would be knocking on thehead a great and serious cause of strain in the long run
on the resources of all cdncerned. Hospitality costs money and bas a tendency
to curtail, if not altogether cripple, the resources of all Standing Congress Committees,
Why not rather devote the large sums of money thus expended, year after year, to the
furtherance of the ohjects of the sacred cause in'other ways, and thereby strengthen
the foundations and ensure the stability of the movement. The labours of the.
proposed, working or executive committees might be greatly lightened if they have
a steady income from subscriptioqs. Lf you do not mind, I would suggest a register
of members to be opened at each centre and subscriptions in small sums annually -

collected. Even the poor would not object to pay small fees, while the drain on the °
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FirstDay. purseof the well-to-do would be proportionately lessened. Delegates to the Congress
Chairman in future might be appointed by the suffrages of the registered members from:
of  amongst their own body. A change of system on some such lines will not only
Reception mean a fair distribution of the burdens on all supporters of the cause, but will also
Commit- on1avoq the basis of the electorate—which will be no small advantage—by drawing'

- adfﬁ%gs_ in so many more adherents. The departure will also ensure the Congress Meetings
being held at any time or place with the maximum of facility and the minimum of
inconvenience and worry. You will have of courseto keepup a permanent establish-
ment under your able General Secretary. Iforoneno lenger see any necessity for
you to lay out large sums of money for the erection of Pandals. A spacious Darbar
tent, in my humble opinion, will be quite good enough for all purposes, and would
moreover be a permanent thing. You mighteven profitably invest in a set of suitable.
furniture, with all necessary appertenances, and thus havea moving camp in future to
be fixed where it may beforehand bearranged. Fora great movement like ours, it
would always be less expensive, gentlemen, in thelong run, to have, everything of g
permanent nature. The General Secrefary, then, can always be in better touch with
the centres of activity and in consultation with the provincial or local committees:
settle the question of site, accommodation.for delegates, &c. With allthe requisite infor
mation thus athis finger’s ends, that energetic officer can, year after year, without the-
least botheration, notify to all concerned at what suitable centre the next sitting of
the Congress is to take place. This would save poor Reception Committees the
trouble and expense that they have now to undergo for the execution of the work
thrown on them. Time and labour thus economise‘d can be employed better in the/
work proper of the Congress, not only at the time it holds its sessions, but througﬂ‘,
out the year.

) H:?,ving thus attempted a rough a,1'1d rapid sketch ojj Wh_at msy be doﬁe o ‘th
direction of what 1 cannot help looking upon as a desirable change in the futy
progress of the movement, I leave the question of details to be determined by “)I.'e..’
distingnished Committee, should you care to approve my humble sug gestions your

Election And now, gentlemen, before resuming my seat, I wish you
of more a most hearty welcome on behalf of myself and the Recg; ﬁOn“Tgo :lxlnndi t:dl once-
President youto elect your President and proceed to the smomentous busin ee, and
you. (Loud and continued cheers.) ess before

The Ho- Tue HONORABLE PUNDIT BISHUMBHAR Natgm Allah, id .
nourable GENTLEMEN,~The réle of host having been played s(o he;z;?b?ﬁ; .r-:il;;li)ms . A;U;
];1::]1;:“;‘ Chairman of the Reception Committee, Babu Bansi Lal Singh, who has take;lgmz e
bhar ~ interest in this movement, in this 9rganisa.tion, 8 wondrous fabric of unjon th ab' eep-
Nath. of which have been so well. explained by his proxy, Pundit Bishan Nara ' ?J:,r jects
whom also 1 equally entertain the greatest respectand who has evinced a g{?sl,t intérzz;
your acceptance that our worthy

in our cause, it only remains for me to propose for
President-elect be installed in his responsible office. Mr, R.C. Dutt (louwd and continued
needs no introduction f ot

applause), Companion of the Indian Empire, - 4
high reputation precedes him wherever he goes. He is reéspected n Otm mys.elf. His.
_ partot India, but pe is equally respected throughout England. If7 ot only ln.eflery
to say wi'thout using any ﬁgu}'e of speech, heis g personality in him]:a]ir be permitted
personality I should say, he is a genius, he is 5 scholar, & profound ell, a remarkable-
also have said h@j is a statesman—he is a politician. His knowleg Scfhola.r, 1 shoul‘d
. condition o_f India, of Revenue Laws, of Revenue questions, angd gfe % the faconomlf,.
nistration is very profound. With moderation anq tact, he c,o bi of the Indiap admi..
of judgment. I propose toaskyou to elect him and to t{). o s & Tare soundness

ar Ali AWAB BAQAR ALl Kuaw ' - N
Bathan‘ };IR. D. E %;fcm (Bomba )(I;'“c:now) Seconded the proposition. SRR
Mr. D, g, ton which bas been moved gy “;he-'ﬁgff*gmﬁng beg to support this propos.
dr. - B president-elect, Mr. R. C, Dyt (C'keers): ndiy Bishumbar Nath, to elect our-

‘ b With regard to his sterling quali
whether as a scholar or as an administrator, or as ‘a statesmau, or Es qaﬁ‘et:;%“
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nomist, and with regard to his vast knowledge of the Indian Revenue statis." First Day,
tics, and the ecouomic condition of the country, all that can be said has bf’en:,-Election
I consider, very pithily said by our venerable proposer. To that I do not think, of Pre-
I could add anything more. Ladies and gentlemen, I do not wish to st'fmd be- sident.
tween you and your President and thus delay the proceedings of this evening, bus

I will only do one thing. With your permission I would read to you some remarks

about our President-elect, made by Mr. W. S. Caine, who has not been able to be present *

here. He writes :—[ warmly congratulate you on your choice of Mr. Romtesh C. Dujot

as President for the year. Hislong and honorable record in the Civil Service of his

country, his clear candid patriotism and his residence in this country for thelast 3

years, where he has won the confidence of leading politicians of all classes, emiqefltly

fit him for thig distinguished position. Ihave not the slightest doubtin my own mind, -

and there could not b the slightest doubtinany man’s mind, that the President’s ad-

drass will be worthy of the occasion, which will come up to the big address delivered by

Mr. Yuleat Allababad.” ..

Rar SaumB Lana MURLIDHAR (Umballa) said :—LADIES - AND GENTLBMEN,—The Rai Sahib -
people of the North-West Provinces have always been noted for the possession Lalla -
of practical wisdom. It seems to me that they have to-day .given a most Mdllfa;\,l;
convincing, a most thorough and singular proof of the possession of high common '
sense in choosing Mr. R. C. Dutt, C. 1. E, as President of this assembly. As the
effulgence of the sun or the lustre of - the moon cannot bé enhanced or diminished by
the praise or dispraise of anybody, so any words of praise coming from my lips or. . -
criticisms coming from the opposite side cannot add to or detraet from the shining
qualities of head and heart of Mr. R. C. Dutt (Cheers). Can there be any human being
npon this earth who cannot see the shining virtues of our friend? If thereisone, heis

, an unfortunate being (laughter). As you have already hailed with acclamation the
choice of the Reception Committee, I need not say anything more (Cheers).

'~ MR. RYRU NAMBYAR (Madras):—GENTLEMEN AND BROTHER DELEGATES,—I can %:ianY;:
well realise your impatience to hear our illustrious President. I therefore do not yar.
propose to make you more impatient by makinga speach. 1 heartily support the pro-
position for electing Mr. R. C. Dutt as the President of this Congress, the greatest
hongr that we the people of India can confer onour great men. . . o

he resolution, on being put to the vote by the Chairman of the Reception Com-
m%ttee, was carried by acclamation.

MR. R. C. DUTT C. L E. then took the President’s chair amidst loud and enthusiatie The
cheers and addressed the assembly thus :— : - Presi-

BaABU BANSILAL SINGH, NAWABS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—I feel deeply wdcgn:é )
+ honored by your action in electing me Presidert at this Congress, but before we iy’ hair
proceed to the business of this day, I ‘shonld‘like, with your permission, to read .
one or two, out of many messages which I have received of congratulation té
‘this Congress. - In the first place, ladies and gentlemen, I should like to read a
message of congratulation and good wishes from your beloved President who pre-
sided last year, Mr. A, M. Bose (cheers.)

He telegraphs to me:—“Most keenly and deeply regret cannot attend from
illness. God bless the Congress, the city of Lucknow, and our beloved mothe-
rland, and bless our rulers and gracious Sovereign. May your labours be fruitful, -
may all India unite in loving, loyal, ardent service to the ancient ®nd glorious
and that gave us birth, and rejoice in working and suffering for hersake’” (cheers).

I also wish toread ome or two passages from a letter from our old friend, My,
W. 8. Caine. . ' ' : : o

He writes: “I am not able this year to attend the meeting of the Indian
Nationa.l Congress in which my interest :is keener than ever, and about whichk
my convictions are stronger every year, that is the most valuable and power-
ful factor in the .development of the political future of India * * * I beg you to

,+be kind enough to convey by thé cold medium of this letter those warm and
cordidl good wishes for the brilliant’ success of the Lucknow Congress, which I
am unable fo:'deliver by word of mouth” (kear. hear). *“My love to theIndian:
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f‘ft__Da.Vn\people,‘ my belief in their future as a great self-governing portion of the
o Pre. British Empire, and my conviction of their natural capacity for self-government deep-
dent’s ens and strengthens every year. I trust that God may inspire and direct your
dress. counsels and bring them to early fruition.” I have delivered to you one or two mes-

sages from the living, and it is but just that at the commencement of my speech, I shall
refer in one or two words to those who have departed from us, especially to that distin-
guished countrymen, who was a personal friend of mine, I mean Dr. Romesh Chander
Mitter, who has been taken away from this world. You have not had amongst you a
stronger friend of the Congress, a greater patriot and a more sincere and thoughtful
son of India than Dr. Romesh Chander Mitter. The other great patriot was the late
Maharaja of Darbhanga,.and I think a suitable expression of his good services to
the Congress was already expressed at the last meeting by my friegd, Mr, A. M.
Bose. Idon’t wish to say many words with regard to the services of these gentle-
men. We can only deplore their loss, at a time when we all expected great
services from their talents, their reputation and their love to the country. -
Gentleman, when in October last I received through my friend, Mr. Bounerjee

your kind invitation to preside at this meeting of the Indian National Congress, I con.
fess, I received it with'some degree of surprise and some degree of hesitation and mis-
giving. I happened to be then engaged in the pleasant task, to which I have cheer-
fully devoted most of my spare time during the last fifteen years, of trying to
interpret to my countrymen, and to modern readers generally, some of theliteraryher-

- itage whichhas been left to us by our ancient forefathers;and I confess, the prospects
of a sudden change from the desk to the platform somewhat alarmed me. Nor was
the alarm altogether groundless ; for when I read the magnificent speeches made
from this platform in past years by some of the ablest and most eloquent men thag
our country has produced during this generation, Ifelt grave doubts whether you
were altogether wise in your choice in asking me to preside in the present year. How-'
ever, I felt the great honour you did me in imposing the task upon me ;1 fee] the
high honour which you have done me as I stand to-day among so many who are so
well qualified to perform this task; and for better or for worse, I have accepted your
kind proposal and am amidst you to-day. Aund if you will listen with some indul-
gence to the plain words of a plain man, I will try .to convey to you in a few
words some remarks, and some practical suggestions,
questions of the day.

I need hardly tell you'that these questions have received m
.consideration for years past ; I-have spoken and written on them
years; and during the preceding twenty-six years I had constant
of them in official correspondence. 1t is perhaps known to all of
ment of India and the Local:Governments permit and encourace
to all officials in the expression of their opinions in official c:(,)r
adminjstrative questions which constantly come up for discussi . '
of such discussions that the men in the Civil Servife comestcoulszil;:‘ atIltzllzoli-lethe s
other’s opinions, and are often brought in cloger contact with each other Zpe(;: " oach
are holding this present meeting of our Congress in the North West of ind' n : as we
to-day with pride that it was in course of a discussion of this nature over t,lﬁ’ Brecall
Tenancy Bill which was passed into law in 1885, that I had the pleasure d?;h enga,l
ilege of first knowing that sympathetic ruler and that* distinguished c;tM&n @ priv-
you now claim as Lieutenant-Governor of these provinces Statesman whom

) (4pplause, three ch U
caljed for) but whom we in Bengal are proud to claim as. originally of ﬂf: B‘; ri::l g;’;:
Service, ' :

on the administfative

y attention and my
during the last two
ly todeal with many

the utmost freedom
respondence on the

Gentlemen, Ioften felt it my duty in thecourse of these official discussions to suggest |
reforms on the basis of accepting in a larger degree the co-operation of the people

of India in the administration of t.he country. And, although I have ceased to be
an official now, I still consider it my dutyfo do what lies in"my humble power
to advise and help the Government of the day in the great task of a good and

successful administration based on the co-operation of the people (cheers.) And it isb

because this is precisely the object of the Indian National Congress—it is because it

you that the Govern- |
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is your aim and endeavour to sustain and help British administration based on-

popular co-operation—that I find myself amongst you to-day and.in complete unison
with you in views and aspirations. '

L 4 V .
THE CREED OF THE CONGRESS.

Gentlemen, I have perused a great portion of the Congress literature as pub-
lished in a handy volume by the enterprising publisher Mr. Natesan ; and to those
who desire honestly to know the aims and aspirations of the educated men of India,
I can honestly recommend a perusal of this valuable publication. An honest critic
will find in this volume—from the first page to the last—a sincere desire to sup-
port and sustain the Government by the co-operation of the people, to strengthen
the hands of the Government by fair criticism, to help the Government by keep-
ing it informed of the views and aspirations of the people. These are services
which would be useful and valuable to administrators in any country in the world,
and these are services which are doubly valuable in India, where the people are not
reépresented in any of the executive councils and secretariats where executive and
legislative measures are first put into shape. For remember, gentlemen, that there
are generally two sides to every question which comes up for discussion, and it
is desirable and necessary that both sides should be properly represented and
heard before the question is decided. It is no disrespect to the Civil Service of
India to say that it represents, ably and fairly, the official side only of Indian ques-
tions. I have had the honour of passing the best years of my life in the Indian
Civil Service, and I shall be the last person on earth'to question either the ability
or the honesty of purpose of those able and hard-working men who form that
magnificent service. I have pleasant recollections of the years which I have pass-
ed in complete accord and friendliness with my colleagues in that service, of the
fair and handsome treatment which I received from my seniors,and of the loyal
and zealous co-operation which I received from my juniors ; and I will say this, that
take the Indian Civil Service with all its faults and all its shortcomings—for hard
work and honesty of purpose there is not a finer body of adwministrators in the
world. Nevertheless, it must be admitted, and it is no disrespect to the Indian
Civil Service to say that thatservice represents only the official view of Indian ques-
tions, and does not and cannot represent the people’s views. There are two sides
to every question, and it is absolutely necessary for the purposes of good govern-
ment and of just administration ‘that not only the official view, but the people’s view
on every question should be represented and heard. There are local bodies in different
parts of India which give expression to the people’s views on local guestions; but
this National Congress is the only body in India which seeks to represent the
views and aspirations of the people of India as a whole in the large and import-

ant, and if I may use the word, Imperial questions of administration. Therefore, -

this National Congress is doing a serviceto the Government the value of which
cannot be overestimated, and which.I feel certain is appreciated by the Govern-
ment itself. It is a gain to the adininistration to know what we feel, and what we
think, and what ‘we desire—though our demands cannot always be conceded,
it is a help fto responsible administrators to know in what direction our
wishes and our aspirations tend, though they may not always agree with us,
I honestly believe, ther.efore, that you are helping the cause of good adminis.
tration and of good government in India by your deliberations year after year, and
I trust and hope that you will continue to carry on these deliberatvions in the future
a8 you have done in the past, with good sense and moderation, with loyalty to our
rulers, and with fidelity to the real interests of the peoplé. We cannot fail in this
-endeavour ; the future is with us ; and looking at the progress of nations all over the
British Empire in every part of the world, 1, for one, feel confident that we, too, are
.destined to move onwards as a portion of that great Empire, and that we, too, shall
:8ecure some measure of progress and self-government under the imperial rule of Eng-
Jand. This is the creed of the Congress, as it is mine, and it is therefore, gentlemen,
that I feel it an honour to find myself amidst you to-day. And consistently with this
Jprineiple, my speech to-day will be, not one of criticism but mainly and essentially

First Day,
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ThePregi- ¢onsideration as they may seem todeserve

dent’s
_address,
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" gratitude to those who so ably but so unsuccessfully fought for ug

FAMINE OF 18g7.

Gentlemen, it is a little over two years ago you celebrated in India, with every
demonstration of loyalty and good feeling, the sixtieth year of the reign of the Queen-
Empress (ckeers). I happened tobe in England onthat day, and I witnessed with joy and
gratification the august procession in London—Her Majesty driving in state through
a circuit of six miles, preceded and followed by representatives of every vportion of
the British Empire, and cheered by half a million of loyal Englishmen who lined the
circuit. Every contingent from every land was cheered as it accompanied the Queen
and I can tell you that mnone was cheered more loudly and more heartily than th:a-
Indian contingent (cheers)—the Indian Princes and Rajas, distinguished by thei
graceful dress and noble demeanour, their manly bearing and their soldierlike a,u:
pearance. It wasa great and imposing and gratifying sight, but it was clouded J’
one dark shadow. The British pablic felt, British newspapers wrote, and Britj Iyl
statesmen spoke, that while every self-governing colony represented in thgt is
cession ‘was prosperous and happy, India alone, with its vast population, wag eI‘Z;ro
then suffering from a famine which had spread over a larger extent of co’untry then
had ever been visited by famine in any single year. Questions were asked why th an
should be such famines in India when famines were unheard of in any other w?;f
governed country in the world, and doubts were expresssd if British Rule in Ingj -
had been altogether a blessing for the poor cultivators and labourers of India "

But, gentlemen, the famine of 1897 was not the only calamity of that yea.r' i
accompained by a war outside our frontiers which cost us some millions a,ndr mwas
brave lives, and it was accompanied by a plague, the raviges of which are not any
over. In the midst of those calamities the Government thought it necessary t 0t yet
rigorous measures, and the Government thought it wise to p J to adopt
the Press which we in India had enjoyed for over sixty years, . . .
to-day to dwell on the sad occurrences of 1897, the sa,d{,igstal;earltilis i‘:gt ;l(:z lntent{on
of calamities since the time that India passed from the hands of the East T ltilyulatlon
pany to the Crown. Nor is it my intention to revive to-day the discus tndia C(fm-
were held in this country and in England when the unfortunate Seditio 5101.1s which
passed into law. - n Bills were.
. SEDITION LAW OF 188,

I recall with sadness the debates which took place ; .
in the House of Commons when these Bills were pa,I;se: 1n o e a0
lege to hear those debates in the House of Commons,
eral feeling of all educated men in this country when

nto law. It wag
and I think I o ny
T acknowled

Pprivi-
nly echo the gep-

\ both in the Vi
Sire to renew thesge discq
1 passed into law, I often
with an intimate knowled

e reactionary measurew.
¢ as n
or that it hag strengtheneq ¢ Wiy

Council and in the House of Commons. I do not de
but now that the fight is over, and the Bills have bee
self if there is a single Englishman in this country
country and its people who honestly thinks that th.
or that it is answering any useful purpose, he Gone:
ment and increased its reputation and credit in th e Govern-
measure was based on a blunder—the blunder of cﬁfg::tigfg E:(;‘;pe Gfentlemen, the
of education. The truthis precisely the reverse of this. . Ehglj hlon Wlth. the spread
only not produced sedition in the land, but it hag been thi :t education haq not
which the Government has stamped out real sedition in this cq I'Onges!; Wweapon by
fifty years. Inthe dark days of 1857 and earlier, there wag re 1u ntry v ‘ﬂ{ln the last
—a real wish in some dark and obscure corners to overtury thi: sedition In the lang
desire was born of ignorance and lurked amidst ignorant clj, great Empire, That
ment has successfully stamped out fhat feeling by the g o dSSes, and t%le Govern-
never was a greater Imperialist among the GOVGI’nOI'S-GI')ena 10f education, There
Dalhousie, and ‘.ord Dalhousie strengthened and fortified th:ré o?

to the famous educational dispatch of 1854, and spreading eqa.. L.

ular schools. There never was a stronge cation through vernac-

r upholder of Brit; ss
est days than Lord Canning, and Lord Canning estatfllit;;thOElmon 2 its darl-
e

Ssions,
ask my.
ge of the

@ by giving effect

estrict that liberty of-

¥’s Council ang_
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Calcutta, ‘Bombay, and Madras. The same policy has been pursued by successive' First Day;

wherever education has spread, sedition in India is dead. And ifreal sedition stil]
lingers in any corner of India, it is in the darkness of ignorance, notin the sunlight of
education and free discussion. If I were disposed to foment sedition in India I would
desirein the first place to suppress all free discussion, suppress all newspapers, and
suppress all public meetings, as a burglar puts out the lights of a room before he com-
mits burglary. And I make bold to add, gentlemen, that if you had been inspired by
hostile feelings against British rule in India, you would have worked in the dark, and
not come forward from all parts of India, year after year, to openly and loyally place
your views before the ruling power. Educated India has practically identified itself with
British rule, seeks toperpetuate Britishrule, is loyal to the Britishrule,as Lord Dufferin
said, not through sentiment, but through the stronger motive of self-inferest; because
it is by a continuance of the British rule that educated India seeks to secure that large
measure of self-government, that position among the modern nations of the earth, which
it is our aim and endeavour to secure. Geutlemen, if you had a single representative in
the Viceroy’s Executive Council, if you had one Indian member to take a part in those
deliberations in the Executive Council which resulted in the Sedition Law, you could have
explained these matters then and there. But it is a penalty which all Governments

constituted like the Executive Councils of India have to pay, that they have to decide

questions after hearingone side only, and not the other. Only one view is properly
represented before them, and not the other ; and the ablest, the most just, and the most

_conscientious of judges will make mistakes, if they base their decisions on evidence

produced by one party,and not the other.

Only one word more before Ileave this subject. I regret as much and as sincerely
asany man in India the bitterness of tone which sometimes pervades journalism in
this country. Five years ago, as Officiating Commissioner of Burdwan, I had occasion
to write on this subject, and if I allude to my report now, 1t is because the report was.
printed and published in the Calcutta Guzette, and is therefore not an official secret. I
said on that occasion, and on many succeeding occasions, that differences in opinion

. must always exist between the English newspapers and Indian newspapers in this
country. English newspapers hold that an absolute government is the best and only -

possible government in India, and that any system of representation or self-govern-
ment isa mistake. TheIndian papers hold on the other hand that there can be no good

government in a large and civilised country like India, and no satisfactory solution of

those great evils like famines and the impoverishment of the humbler classes, without
some co-operation of the people themselves in the control of the administration (ckeers).

It is possible, I said, to hold and maintain these opposite views without studied con- -

tempt and sneer on the one side, and bitterness of tone on the other side. And those
journals which introduce this element of contempt and hatred in the discussion of

administrative questions are creating difficulties for the British Government, and sow- -

ing seeds of evil in India. Itis by some degreeof sympathy, some degree of good
feeling and neighbourly courtesy, and not by Sedition Laws, that the relations between
the different sections of the Indian community can be improved. As one who has
passed the best years of his life in administrative work, I have noticed that everyim

provemert in the tone of the English press is warmly responded to by the Indian.

press, and that every want of kindliness and good feeling adds to the (?.ifﬁculﬁes of
administration and weakens British rule in India (cheers.)

CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY.

. But I pass over this subject because it is not my object to-day to make my speech
a criticism of the Sedition Law, or of other measures already passed. I wish also
to' pass over with very few remarks the controversies relating to recent municipal
laws, and to the Calcutta Municipality. These controversies are fresh in your minds,
and the subject will, no doubt. receive ample justice from other speakers before we

- have closed our proceedings. To me one most consoling feature in the history of this

unfortunate measure is the help renderdd to our cause by so high an authority as the
Right Hononrable Sir Henry Fowler. It was my privilege tobea listener in the House

4

- Viceroys during thelast forty years with the same object and the same effect, and ThefI;;e.ssi-'v"
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: ‘ e memorable night when the late 8
Lib le n ate Secre
'witl?;i;:::;lt ;)ench, supporting Mr. Herbert Roberts and condemning the virtual
B conferr(;dthat 1?oon of self-.governm‘ent which it is the proud boast of En Ivmdua
epolon o or; 11; e Metropolis of India. Gentlemen, even Sir Henry B glan to
for his apoe, n-—da east, for tpe presey'g-——but We are none the less gratet olwter h.gs
in Indis Nof a voqafy of 3 just and righteous cause, the cause of self-ool\], o him
by fOrc.mmsﬁa.re we less grateful to thqse who have fought the same bat4} 20 this ooy
y among whom stands Raja Binay Krishna ‘Deb, a w o1 this coun-

worthy house which has been lo i orthy sci
, 1 yal and friendly to British rulei - VR 8clon of g
of Clive and Hastings. To our friends who fought in the Le;z;a,ltlil\(rt&g;nce tlhe fays
: uncil, and to

others who were true to the cause of our progress, i
211112;1: :‘?:t our deepest g'-rati'tud.e. Gentlersen? théi’rlz;zia?ni;ll:ar tvlzg:'n GSE&CMOW1edg-
! ! ained effort will live in the memory of our countrym,en a aen‘ | pours and
;1:1 gh:u?‘l:ggrgi our (;:ountry: A c'?nsti!;utiona.l battle so fought ;s Eot“fr:)llllflff y pla.ce
g oanen. (zlm ou:‘ chl}dren s .chl_ldren, to whom we shall hand do;n 11]n an
e I‘u]confs 1;tumonal a,gltatlpn for self-government under the t 2 he?i-
21 ep% esve h.e t0 ngland, will look upon the closing of the nineteenthlm'penal
ool e fe . 11]s ory of the land, and will draw new inspiration from ty ceury
L . o is century who have lived and worked and fought--; gy am-
are defeats which are more glorious than victories ; and theg:iefea,x;()t ]lln ]: *in,
’ whic we

have sustained wi
will strengthen our hear
arts, freshen o
for new endeavours. ’ #r hopes, and Herve our hands

tary of State spoke from the

With regard to the actual result of this battle, I ‘ i
:11]3‘;&2 ;): men F;n Sa.leutta who. i.n the:ir hearts like itt mggh.n()tlli:;%z z:sfkﬂ(liere is any
phere tg:g thI:,g :lshman familiar vinth .the history of the Calcutta Munii- myself if
s at 4 Wm;e: ?:asure _wﬂl improve administration, prOmOtelpa.htfy W_Nho
e o oty g co-operation of all clftsses of citizens, I, not S&mt.a,tlon,
0 c}ta S oill alcutta who ha‘ve done somuch in the past to foster mun; 0 know if the
ﬁll;ai;llt, will contemplate with gratification the ruin of the nob} unl(?lpa,] selt-govern-

up with the labour‘of a quarter of a century. I do pot ; edl.ﬁee Which they
mer.cha,nt.s of Calcutta, who are busy, practical men, and h > l.mov:f If the Eumpea
feeling with the Indian population, ’ ave lived in amity and gooz

‘will like the i
wherever English trade prospers i i spread over the country thqy
a

r ] . not only Indian manyf \
and municipel rights, too, musst be sacrificed. 1 do not kan(;t£liis£hbut ‘ndian Political
€ new City Fath

ers

of Calcutta contemplate with j i '
: Joy their prospects of perfo s
tion of the people, their difficult and thankless tasll, I;;)tzm;l;g’ Without the co-opers,
00r, inade : )
; : X sh i o oduate, alm
Reforms with this ppor income is a matter of history, 3V(z}donle ' the way of S’&nit::;
cutta some forty years under the administration of (; ntlemen, I remember Cal-
we as sch00¥bOYS had to walk to school b OVeI‘I.lment ofticials, w
S;l;:vttada: ;t was under thg Justices of the Peace, Some thj king filth, . ren,xemb?;
v ta; ale on waste and jobbery. And I bave seep year af Tty years ago, witp, i
effected, the sanitary reforms done, the wasteful expe g‘_"t ter year tbeimprovements
nditu S
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and to explain the true history of the municipality during the last forty years, Iam Fir s_t_lzay ‘
persuaded Lord Curzon would have taken the same view as Sir Henry Fowler has The Presi-
taken, and would have effected the needed reforms in the Calcutta Municipality and  dent’s
strengthened the executive, without virtually sacrificing self-government. But Address.
our difficulty and our danger liein this, that.great administrative questions are dis- -
cussed and settled in Executive Councils where we are not represented and not heard.

I do not say that the official view is necessarily wrong, and that our view is necessarily

right ; but I do say that both views should be fairly represented before the tribunal

which shapes our destinies. I donot say that we have more knowledge or more ex.

perience or more ability than the high officials who represent the official view of the

question, but I do say that we view questions from a different point of view, and that

there should be a consititutional channel for the representation of our views in the
Executive Councils of the empire. For when the Executive Councils have’ decided a

question, the thing is done—the Legislative Councils simply carry out the official

mandate with unimportant alterations, as the Bengal Council has done in the case of

their Municipal Bill.

FAMINE OF 18g9

~ But, gentlemen, I must extricate myself from this subject and pass onat once to
the great calamity which now stares us in the face, the famine from which millions of
our countrymen are suffering even now ; and with your permission I will devote all my
remaining time to this one great snbject—which appears to me to be one of para-
mount importance—the famines of India, and the condition of our poorer classes.
Gentlemen, you are aware of the prompt measures which have been already adopted
by the Government of Lord Curzon for the relief of distress in British territory and
for helping Indian Princes to relieve distress in Native States during this time of
trouble and anxiety. And thoseof you who have had expzarience of relief operations in
previous famines will feel confident that Englishmen when they have once put their
hand to the plough, will not leave the work half doue. It is with a pardonable pride
that I recall past days when I myself was employed along with my English colleagues
in famine relief operations, or in providing against impending famines, in 1874, in 1876,
and in 1896, and judging from my past experience, and judging from the measures
adopted this year, Ifeel confident that no effort, no expenditure, no means humanly
possible, will be spared by abenevolent government to save life and to relieve dis
tress among the millions of our suffering countrymen. And in the face of this calamity
it behoves us all, it behoves this National Congress, to do all we can to strengthen
the hands of the Government, to offer our help according to our capacity and
power, and to place our suggestions before the Government, not ina spirit of criticism
but in a spirit of loyalty and co-operation, for the relief of the present distress and
for the prevention of such distress in future.

ALLEGED CAUSES OF FAMINES

It is in this spirit that I suggest that the time has come when it is desirable to take
some effective measures to improve the condition of the agricultural population of
India. Their poverty, their distress, their indebtedness, all this is not their
fanlt. Some times it is asserted that the poverty of the people and the famines which
we witness in India, and in no other well-governed country on earth, are due to the

. over-increase in population. Gentlemen, 'this is not so. (kear, hear). If fyou go into
figures you will ind that the’population does not increase in India as fast as it does in
many European countries like Germany and England (kear, hear). And if you read
the paper written by Mr. Baines, the late Census Commissioner of India, in the first
volume of the British Empire Series recently issued in London, you will find the
.Census Commissioner has distinctly stated that the growth of population in India
is not so fast as that in Germany or in England. Sometimes, again, it is asserted
that the poverty of the Indian agriculturist is due to his own improvidence, waste-
fulness, and folly,” Gentlemen, this is not so. Those who have passed the best
portion of their life among the Indian cultivators, as I have done, will tell you
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realcauseof hiswretchednessand indebtednessis that, exceptin Bengal and a few other Plrg_l_hr-
tracts, the land assessment is so heavy that the cultivator is rot able to save in good. The Presi-

L =

First Day. that the Indian cultivator is about the most frugal, the most provident the most

ThePresi- thoughtful about his future, -among all races of cultivators on earth (Applause).

dent’s
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If he goes to the money-lender it is not because he is in love with the money-lender, but
because he has nothing to eat. 1f he pays 25 or 87 per cent. as interest on loans, it
is because he cannot get loans on lower interest on such security as he can offer,

PUNJAB LAND ALIENATION BILL
We areall aware that the Government of India are at the present time endeavousr-
ing to safeguard the interests of the cultivators in the Punjab and elsewhere from
the claims of money-lenders on their land. I do not wish to speak on the merits of
the Bill, because I never wish to say a word or to express an opinion on inadequate
information, and the information I have been able to gather about the condition of the

Punjab cultivators is not yet as full and complete as I could wish it to be. All that
‘I can say is that this idea, that the condition of cultivators can be improved not by
helping them to save, but by restricting their right of sale and mortgage, is an old.

idea which has been found utterly unsound in Bengal.. The policy was advocated
when the Bengal Tenancy Bill was under discussion fifteen years ago; I myself tool
my humble part in strongly resisting the policy;and if I remember correctly, the able
Revenue Secretary of Bengal, who is now the Lieutenant-Governor of thege
Provinces, took the same view. I allude to these views because they are no- secret
and will be found published in the Calcutta Gazette of that year. The absurdity of‘
relieving the cultivators by virtually taking away from the market value of the ope
property they have on earth was strongly exposed, and the idea of placing any
restrictions on mortgage and sale of lands was ultimately abandoned, -

Curiously enough, the question was mooted again in Bengal only three Years
ago, showing what vast importance is attached to official views and ideas formed i
close Council chambers. The fear was entertained that land was slipping awa,n
from the hands of the cultivating classes to the hands of the money-lending zla,s ’
and that to restrict the right of sale and mortgage was the only remedy. I hé, e se;
to be then acting as Commissioner of Orissa, a part of Bengal which is not permaI,)rf) n‘:;
settled, and where the condition of the cultivators is worse than in other etn y
Bengal. If the free right of sale or mortgage has worked evil in any part of I;;r s of
it must have done so in Orissa. But I was able to show from the Wby
half-a-century that, although the right of saleand of mortgagehad been freel record.s o
land bad not slipped out of the handsof the cultivating classes, and that toyte J;:rmsed,
from the market value of the land was not the best way to helﬁ) the cultiva.to: eFaway
nately the greatest revenue authority of Bengal, Mr. Stevens, who aftei'was:i o
as Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, took the same view, and tile idea of hef e o
cultivators by decreasing the market value of their land was once more abandpmg the
do not wish, gentlemen, to generalise on these facts ; I do not wish to i (;ned- :
what would be needless and mischievous in Bengal and Orissa may not bm neonty
and useful for the time being in some parts of India where matters ma, ha ronhog
more acute stage. But what I do wish to emphasize is that suchy r iy re.ached .
not permanently improve the condition of the cultivators ; that in ord emed'l o oan
their condition, we must make it possible for them—as i o k0 Improve
save in good years against failure of harvestin bad years,

REAL CAUSE OF FAMINES, AND THE REMEDY

Gentlemen, the real cause of the poverty of our agricultural
and even obvious, if we have the courage and the honesty to see
it. Itis not over-population, for the population does not in
European countries, does not increase faster than the area of
the natural improvidence of the cultivator, for those who
will tell you that with all his ignorance and superstition
a8 shrewd in matters of his own interest ag the cult-iva,tor’

population is simple
k for it and to grasp
crease faster than in
cultivation. It ig not
kn9w the Indian cultivator
he isas provident, gg frugal,

t is possible in Bengal—to

inany partof the globe, The -

years enough to meet the failure of harvests in bad years. Allour village industries,
like spinning and weaving, have been killed by a free competition with the steam and
machinery of England. Our cultivators and even our village inddstrial classes there-
fore virtually depend on the soil as the one remaining source of their subsistence.
The land assessments should therefore be made in a liberal and even a generous
spirit. There is every desire in the high officials to make the assessmentsina liberal
spirit, but as the people have no voice in controlling these assessments, they are
found in the actual working to be often illiberaland harsh. They do not leave the culti-
vators enough to be able to save, and cultivators therefore fall victims to famine
whenever the harvests fail. '

BENGAL

The 0ld Hindu law, based on the actual experience of thousands of years, sanc-
tioned one-sixth the gross produce of the land as its proper rent. The experience of
‘modern times confirms the wisdom of this ancient rule. In Benhgal, where the Per-
manent Settlement and the land laws of 1859, 1868 and 1885 save the cultivators from
undue enhancements, the average rent paid by cultivators.to landlords does not
exceed one-sixth the gross produce in any district, and falls far short of it in eastern
districts. The result is that Permanently Settled Bengal, which suffered from the

, most terrible famine in thelast century, has been generally free from destructive
famines in recent times. The famines of Behar in 1874 and 1897 were comparatively

mild, and there was no loss of life. Extend the Bengal rule to other parts of India;

make one-sixth the gross produce the maximum rent leviable from cultivators.in
other provinces, and the problem of preventing famines in India is solved.

NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES

In the North-Western P rovinces and Oudh the cultivators are, generally speaking
not safeguarded by a Permanent Settlement. Each new assessmeunt means an
increase in Government revenue. Let us find out in what position the actual cultiva-
tor is left by such settlements. The system of settlements in the North-Western Prov-
inces has often.beendescribed, but I'have never seen a more lucid account ofit, withina
brief compass, than in theevidence of Sir Antony MacDonnell before the Currency Com-
mittee which lately sat in London. Read His Honor’s answer to questions No. 5787 to
5740, and you have a clear account of the North-West settlements ina nutshell. There
are two salient facts which I will place before you from this account. In the first place,
the Government allows the landlords to make their own arrangements with the culti-

© vators, and then demands one-half of what the landlord actually gets, after making cer-

tain reductions. Inthe second place, under these arrangements, the landlords are
actually getting about 20 per cent. of the gross produce in money, and the Government
"share isone-halfof that. Gentlemen, these arrangements are better than thosejin many
other parts of India, and you may be sure the'rules are worked considerately, and
even leniently, by a ruler who yields to none in India in his real sympathy for the
actual cultivator (kear, hear). But nevertheless I should have been relieved to learn
that the 20 per cent. of the gross produce represented the maximum limit of rent,
and not the average rent. Without sucha maximum limit the cultivator has no

" assurance against over-assessment and undue enhancement. And & landlord who

has submitted to an increase of the Government demand at a settlement has the
te mptation to reimburse himself by raising his rents—as a squeezed sponge filis
itself when thrown into the water—to be squeezed again at the- next settiement,
ithirt'y years later. Adopt the ancient Hindu rule, which is virtually still the rulein
"Bengal ; make one-sixth theactual produce—or even one-fifth the actual produce--the
Himit of rent under all circumstances, and you make the cultivators of these provinces
‘88 pProsperous as they are in Bengal, and the problem of disastrous and fatal famines

s virttally solved.
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) . stem as in Madras, the Government generally re; .
First Day, MADRAS. ‘ ngggerg::: rg’lii-b;c:h?roﬁm&esycultivators. But the settlement officers in Boml.):g Th;g:&ﬂ
Tl:f P;’?Si' The state of things is far worse in Madras. Some portions of the Mad ras Pre;- take into consideration what have been paid by cultmi'tzl]‘:;izngea‘g?inys:r;nhé add_:fas. ‘
adgl;e:& sidency are permanently settled, but in the greater portion of the. Province the out difficulty, and do not proceed merely on ptaélpfilr cincthe Punj,a. b the land system
_ reévenue is not permanently settled, there is no class of landlords, and the Govern- Bombay method is better than the Madras methed. Provinces; but you will find ag
ment demands as revenue one-half of the net produce of the land, i. ., of the produce is somewhat similar to th'?‘t of the North-WesternP b i t,he cultivator assured
after deducting the cost of cultivation, For a clear, and luminous, and brief account examination that neither in Bombay nor in the ur;]a{;he Jand he cultivates and
of how this system has worked T would réfer you to the speeches made in recent - of getting an adequate proportion of the produce or ved, and he cannot be saved
years by the Raja of Bobbili, by the Hon’ble Subba Rao, and by Mr. Vencataratnam, - without such assurance his condition cannot be imp f:;h his money-lender. 1 am -
himself 3 large landholder, and President of the Godaveri District Association. They from famines merely by tmker} ng with h.ls' relat;lons w revailineg in the different
point out that the rights of the Madras cultivators have not been strengthened, as in not discussing to-day the mgnts 9f the different sysltitlgs I]'E;lulcdarz'asysmm of Oudh
Bengal, by successive Acts within this half-century, but have been weakened by Provinces of India--the Zamindari system of Bengal, . se stem of Central India, or the
successive measures of the Government, They point out that in 1857, the proprie- the Mahalwari system of the Nort':h-WeSt, tho Jf;lguzafz y1-,he desirability of extending -
tary right of the cultivator with fixity of asssssment was admitted by the Government; RByotwari system of Southern India. Nor am I 1seussing ended b, Lord-Ca.nningA
that in 1882, under Lord Ripon’s administration, a virtual pledge was given that no the Permanent Settlement to all parts of India as was Eecomm o es'; et which
enhancements would be allowed except on the equitable ground of a rise in prices; in 1860, though I myself think thfl't would be a wise an a,hgener;) " Iam not enteriné
and that at the present day these pledges are ignored, these safeguards are with- the Government is pledged by 1t;.s many Promises i N et pas . and Iam 1a,yiﬁ'g
drawn, and enhancements are actually made on the ground of reclassification of soilg into these subjects in order to avoid all .dISCUSSIOIl, all cox;l ro: orsy s ax;trovers iz
as well as of rise in prices. More than this, I read a passage in the Madras Standing down & proposal which must receive u.mversa.l assont wit ouf ta,hny sgduce of lfis lanﬁ
Information of 1879, quoted in the Hindu newspaper of Madras, that the land tax that the cultivator should be assured in an adequa.ted?h?res: an; fzmine 1 have con-
estimated at one half the net produce should not exceed 40 per cont. of gross produce if heig to be saved from indebte'd_ness and proverty, dis ; ?;be incidence o.f the land-tax
‘where the land is irrigated at Government cost, and should not exceed 33 per cent, fined myself to the actual c.ondltlon Of the cu-ltlv]:.tor a:;l- Never mind under what
of the gross produce in the case of lands not so irrigated. Wheu I read a rule like on the cultivator, for in India the -cultlyabor is t et nzla,1 .1:111‘;'11 adoquate proportion ont
this, I am filled with bewilderment and pain. Where is the old Hindu rule fixing system or under what seftlement he hves., assur:h g 1:1 Hindu la(\lw assured him, and
one-sixth of the produce as the proper rent—a rule which is virtually observed in of the produce of his land—such a proportion as the o od.

the custom in modern Bengal assures him—and he is saved, and the nation is saved.

PROVINCES.
oduce—which is a little over the old CENTRAL

‘ Sooen, yable by a cultivator. M ' i j t say one word about the Central Provinces of
proposal was accepted by the then Revenue Secretary of Bengal who is now thi .But b.efore I lea‘;;) th(;ssiu;]:::tf‘ (I)?x‘sllsy iSn Zhe famine of 1997, and which is sufforing
ong ot sl rocordingly found a place India, which hgvi s:heérf:.mine of 1899, The Central Provinces have suffered mor:e
%ent Of Bhenga,l gt was ot ultimately ' <f)nce rl:::t?tl;:m?nes than any other part of India because the land-revenue settlements
eugal, the zemindars were getting much rom* : ot in their intention, hut in their actual
o frame a rule about ma.ximub g have been more severe and more harsh, n ,

i f India. I constantly heard in England, as I haveno
crew up the rental to that ma, operation, than any other part of Indi y g ,

in the Tenancy Bill drafted by the Govern
passed into law, because, in many parts of
less than 20 per cent. of the produce ; and t

m rent mi
induce landlords in all parts of Bengal to s might

ximym. Th in this country, of the disastrous results of the recent
argument Was. good, and I.wa,s not sorry that my Proposal was rejected. But it i: doubt you cogsta::;?; Iilza.;'}c]lazn ]t_; ; :vince, iiit,ia,ted by B Alotandor Mo o
somewhat curious that while the Bengal Government declined to fix 20 per cent. of reve}me set er}l cossors. But T will not montion hore what I have teard, I wifl
ghe produce as the maximum of rent, for fear that the zemindars might work upto completed by his suc tirel 'to' the facts contained in official reports and stated in the
that rate, the Madras Government had actually a ra limit my remarks entirely

le in their Standing Information

Book fixing 33 and 40 per cent. of the gross produce as the maximum rent,.

House of Commons by the Secretary of State for India in reply to questions put.to
ous ]

~ iends of the Indian cultivator, Mr.

surprised that under the <131ircu mstances there should be such repeated and disAaZirs(’)?xl; ﬁ " himin llga,r.ig last year, by oneof the truest friend ‘

famines in Madras, and that as pointed out by Mr. A. Rogers—late of ian Samuel Smith. i . .

Civil Service and a high authority in revenue matters—a great deal of 1a$eislfftl a:)x; Gentlemen, there is a.hea.lthdy rfule;l;gie;:era{leayrfsolifgzzﬁ slsi ttlilse ul:fg;ts’l‘:rg,?:t::?mf:;

cultivation because cultivators cannot pay therent thatig demanded by the State-. vinces, that settlements are made ior i gn)(rl fre:luent ecttlomnt apocations. . Tho

landlord? The rule in Madras is, as I have said before, to demand one-half the net the people with frequenf: enhancemeg oL e et sment operatio S s

produce —i. e., the value of the produce after deducting the cost of cultivation, @G rulers of the Central Provinces l:ave.a ( e;f>a,r btokward bracty. where T ateoine ot

tlemen, I state it from my experience that such caleulations cannot be afcc;zrate;l’ settlement for twenty years, save in a,T ;W ackmare. heathiy T ol iuth,e\ .
+ made, and that every mistake made is fatal to the cultivators. And T also state it frgnyz shorter settlements have been made. ere A .

my experience that one-half of the net produce—not of the g

North-Western Proviaces, that the land revenue is fixed at one-half the rental receiv-
as in the North-West Provinces, but of the net produce of th

Saets of the zemindars d by landlords. Will you believe it that in the eastern and southern districts of the
. ‘ ed by i

poverty and to 'd a' u . H A/ v W d between 55 and 75 per cent. o,‘f

f 1 t 1 I 18 t ) brln..c the Cu}tivating classes into wretchedness and ’ . Central Provmces t:hg Go &{nmen: re enu: a;,s 5ﬁxe . A e

rt ’ ihe rlowi . : ' o : - o ren af > bt bin ¢ i nsosther 12 e;‘ cent. for certain'local rates, and the Government
1 1 le—t 1 lchis pl‘actica,lly observed in B gal with such ha ' . tlement? Add to thisa p .

results—and you relieve the cultiva,ting population of Madra Py

demand on the Malguzars comes to about 72 per cent. of their supposed collections.

$, and virtually solve the 1 ask every impartial man, every fair minded administrator, why settlements have

problem qf famines.

i hen settlements are made
i tral Provinces for twenty years or Iess. w
e AND THE FUNJAB. | ?ﬁﬁemﬁg:tﬂ?:ﬁﬁr thirty years? Iask every responsible rulelt'; whfy thetﬁove_rm
. l g om the Mal- -
Gentlemen, I have not time to-day to g0 over the land revenue . meut should demand 60 per cent. as rent, plus 12 per cent. as rates, fr Mal
other parts of India—of the Bombg, arrangements in , )

Y Presidency or of the Punjab. I, Bombay
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'.Fil'St_Da}'- guzar of the Central Provinces when the Government receives ouly about 40 per cent
ThePregi- i the North-West according to the evidencs of Sir Antony MacDonnell ? These differ-

dent’s
address,

" resources of India, not for the requirements of India;, but for th

- the millions of cultivators whose debts have been increased,

ences in figures may not mean much to the theoretical statesman, but they mean life
and death to the Indian cultivator (kear, hear). Every tampering with the settled
rules in land settlements, every lowering of the period of settlements, every increase-
in the proportion of the Government demand means the further impoverishment-of the-
cultivators, means increased wretchedness and indebtedness in ordinary times, in-
creased deaths in famines, Why, gentlemen, this very experiment was tried in these
North-Western Provinces ; the Government demand at first was not half but two-thirds
of the assets of the landlords; and that rule createda degree of suffering to the
people greater than all the wars of the first half of this century. That rule was ulti-
mately abandoned in 1855, and the Government demand was fixed at one-half the
rental of the landlords ; and is it fair that we should go back in the Central Provinces.

to the old rule which our experience has taught us here to be harsh and cruel to the

cultivators ? If the people had any control over the executive action in the Central
Provinces, the tampering with the old established settlement rules would not have
‘been allowed. If the people had been represented in the Viceroy's Executive Council
to press these matters, no Viceroy of India would have permitted such departure
-from the usual settlement rules, a departure which has been disastrous in its conse-
quences on the condition of the people, and increased the deaths from famines in the
Central Provinces. ' : '

Gentlemen, I have detained you longer on this subject than I had intendéd, but

the importance of the subject is my excuse. I state my deliberate opinion, based
on a careful study of the question for thirty years, that the land revenue arrangements.

‘In India are responsible, not for bringing on fumines, but for deepening the effects.

of these famines ; and secondly, that if the position of the cultivator was assured—as
it is assured by the Hindu laws, and as it is assured in Bengal-—loss of lives could
be prevented on the occurrence of famines, as it has been prevented in Bengal. British
administration has done much for us; ithas given us internal peace, it has given us
education, it has brought us nearer to western civilisation. But British administration
has not performed all its duty so long as the.countryis desolated by famines, unheard
of in any other civilised and well-governed country. My conviction is, and I lay it
loyally before the Government, that these frequent and acute famines are mainly
owing to the cause that our village industries are gone and our village lands ar
assessed (hear, hear). My conviction is, and Ilay it loyally before the Government
that this enormous loss of lives is preventible, and could be avoided through moré-
considerate land settlements, assuring to the cultivator in every province an adequate-
proportion of the food that he produces. '

- MILITARY EXPENDITURE, CURRENCY, NATIONAL D

_ EBT, INDUS.
TRIES AND SERVICES, A

. “

Gentlemen, there are various other causes of the poverty of India under the.
British rule which I have not touched upon to-day, and which I do ndt wish t
touch upon, because they have been discussed ably, eloquently, and re eat d]o
by yourselves at previous meetings of this Congress, and some of thempwilf ’
discussed again this year by other speakers. There is the question of the be
mous Military Expenditure, and the maintenance of a vast army out ofng:;_

€ requirements
There is the question

d by about 175, milliong:

of the British Empire in Asia, Africa, and even in Europe.
of the National Debt, which, in Great Britain, has been reduce
since 1860, and which has gone up by over 100 millions in India within this period
causing an increasing drain out of the revenues of India for the payment g ,
interest in England. There is the question of the Currenc n

. . 5 y which ha
settled by the Currency Committee in a manner not conducive to 17heS il?i:?esl?:elyf,
o

and savings depreci
: ated.
ndastrial Classes ruined

and exhaustively dealt.

‘There is the question of encouraging and helping the I
by unfair competition, & question which has been ably

e over-
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with by one of the most learned and thoughtful writers of this generation, the -

First Day,

Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ranade of Bombay. And there is the question of the possible mhopresi-

saving of expenditure by the larger employment of the educated people of I{ldla,
not only in the Indian Civil Service, but in the higher grades of all services,
Educational and Medical, Police and Engineering, Post Office and Telegraph. Thr?e
generations of Indians have been educated in English schools and colleges in
India ; they have proved their fitness and capacity in every, place they have held;
and yet they are virtually Uitlanders in their own country, so far as a real control
over administration is concerned. : :
I pass over these and other cognate subjects because I have no time tc.)dea.l
with them, and because you have often dealt with them eloquently and exhaustively,
and will deal with many of them again. I will only repeat that it is.per'fectly
possible to cut down expenditure, to moderate land assessments, %o revive 1nd§s-
tries, and to prevent deaths from famines, if thereis a real and honest determin-
ation to rale India for the good of the people, and with the co-operation of the
people. - . . ; ) .
Gentlemen, I desire with your permission to add a word or two on this
Iast subject, viz., the desirability of enlisting the co-operation of the people in the
work of administration, —the desirability of bringing the administration in closer
touch with the people, and bringing our rulers in ¢loser touch with ourselves. This
is desired by every enlightened and far-sighted ruleras well as by ourselves ;' an_d
this is caleulated to improve the administration and to make British rule in India

- dent’s
a.ddres,s;.

stronger and ‘more popular. A commencement has been made in this direction .

since' the days of Munro and Elphinstone and Lord William Bentinck; and what
I will suggest is not a new departure, but a progress in the lines already laid down.
I do not myself believe in new departures and novel experiments in administra.ti?n;
having passed the best years of my life in administration I naturally have more faith
in gradual and cautious progress in the lines which have been already laidl down.

»

VILLAGE UNIONS.

Gentlemen, I will begin with villages—because, as I have already said, in
‘India the villager represents the nation. In village administration there'is no touch
between the rulers and the people, the only link between the administrators and
the people in civil administration is the hated link of the police. It is a misfortune

and an administrative mistake that our District officers should have so little direst

touch with the villagers and their natural leaders, and should work so entirely through

A the police. If there is distress in the land, the police makes enquiries ; if there
“is cholera epidemic in the land, the police distributes cholera pills ; if a village

'tank has given way or the village water-supply dried up, the police reports and organ-
ises help ; if a tree has been blown down and obstructs a village path, (I have seen
instances of this myself), the villagers are powerless to help themselves until the
police comes and removes the obstruction. It seems to be a mockery that the very
country which was the first to organise village communities, village Panchayets,

and village self-government, and cherished these institutions for 3, 000 years, should

be rendered so absolutely helpless, and should be ruled through the undesi_rab_l’e
agency of the ‘policé Gentlemea, the mistake has been discovered and Village
Unions have been formed or are in the course of formation in most Provinces in
India. Make these Village Unions veal centres of village administration in so far
as is ‘consistent with good government. Parcel out each Sub-division into twenty
6r ‘thirty Village Unions, entrust the Union Committees with the charge of village
roads, village tanks, village drainage, village education, and village hospitals, and
send over tothem all petty civil and criminal cases, not for judicial desposal, but
for or amicable settlement. 'A great deal of expensive litigation and bad feeling into

villages can thus be stopped, a great deal of ,uéeful work can thus be done, and

and -what.is .more, the natural leaders of the village population will thus come in
touch with the Sub-divisional and District administra,t?rs, and will form the agents

t
-
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m_ﬂi?&, of villago administration in so far as they arefit to take that pesition. An us-
The Pregi- $Ympathetic system of rule through the police will thus be replaced by a rule with

dent’s
address.

theé co-operation of the people themselves.

MUNICIPAL TOWNS.

From the subject of Villages I come to the subject of Municipal Towns
which are receiving a great deal of attention now. Gentlemen, I consider it of
primary -importance that we should insist on efficient municipal administration,
and that power should be given to the Government to ensure such efficient ad ministra-
tion if the Municipal Commissioners are slack. Such power is retained by the Govern-
tient in Eugland, and it is more necessary that such power should be retained by the

@overnment id India. But having provided for this, I am of opinion that the

work should be done through the elected Commissioners and not through officials
or: secretaries appointed by the Government. The latter system ruins self-government,
and isnotneeded. Thave myself supervised the work of every municipality in a District
a8 a District Officer, and IThave supervised the work of allthe municipalities in a Division
as a Divisional Commissioner. The Municipal Commissioners weresometimes zealous
and sometimes slack, sometimes they went the right way and sometimes the wrong
way ; but I have never found them obstructive ; I have never found them averse tb
sanitary improvement or general progress ; I have never found them other than
amenable to reason and advice. With some tact and patienceand sympathy we can
gotall that we want to do through the men elected by the people themselves ; and it is
unwise and undesirable, it is a confession of our own incompetency and want of
sympathy, to try to replace the elective system by men appointed by the Government
to do municipal work in the small district towns of India. The aptitude of self-
government in townsand villages is, in India, a heritage of three hundred years,
and to seek toignore it is an administrative blunder, and a confession of our own
incompetency.

DISTRICT BOARDS,

. Coming next to the subject of District Boards, the question is often asked why
don-official chairmen should not be appointed over these Boards. The reason
gentlemen, in the generality of cases, is that non-official gentlemen who know their own
villages and estates will have not the same knowledge of the district as a whole as the
District Officer. We must, above all, insist on efficient work being done—and generaily
the District Officer is the only man who can in the ordinary course of his tours super.
vise and secure efficient work throughout his district. At the same time I would not
make any hard and fast rule ; and where we have retired Government servants or
private gentlemen wholknow their districts well, and who have the capacity and the time
or administrative work, it would be a gain and not a loss to our administration to see
such gentlemen appointed chairmen of District Boards ; and I sincerely hope to see
beginning made by the Government in this direction. Another question which is
often discussed in connexion with District Boards is the poverty of their incom y
This, gentlemen, isa realand a grave evil ; and it has become not only desirable bei;
necessary that for large provincials chemes of irrigation and drainage the res u‘
of the District Board should be supplemented by provincial grants.” You ar OUI'C(?S
how much good is done in these Provinces by a system of irrigation wells : a G:iatv;ale
is no reason why the work of the maintenance of a sufficient number of ; nh olls
and other works for the prevention of famines should not be made over to thm})' We}ls
Board on allotments made by the Provincial Government. In Bengal the 9 ‘lstrlc-t
is bad drainage, which causes that malaria which is the curse of ;ne half cxtjymg o
vince. There is no reason why a provincial grant should © the pro-
trict Board for the proper drainage of the district.
wherethat themoney spent on one needlesstrans-fronti
drainageof Bengal, would save millions of the people

Gentlemen, I, have said it else-
er war, if spent in improving-

g the
permanently from one of the dir-

not be made to every Dis- -
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est curses of the presentage. My advice is: male the District Boards real agents of
1eficent ad ministration with the co-operation of the people ; don’t strangle them by
'shackles of officialism ; don’t starve them by want of funds.

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCILS.

And now, gentlemen, I come to the important subject of Provincial Legislative
ancils, and on this subject also my suggestion will be to proceed on the lines already
1 down, and not to take a new departure. The object of allowing district and
micipal bodies to elect members of these Councils was to allow the views of the
»ple to be represented, and I think every responsible administrator in India will
mit that this wise step has improved and streng'thened the legislative machinery of
y Government.. Even when the views of the elected members are rejected—and
1y are often rejected—even then the expression of their views is a gain to the cause
administration. The time has now come when a fuller scope may be given to this
oression of our views and the representation of our opinions, Half-a-dozen mem-
rs, elected under somewhat complicated rules, can scarcely give expression to the
'ws of the people. of a province with a population of thirty or forty millions or more.
it too much to hope that in the not remote future the Government will find it pos-

First Day,
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le to permit every district to be represented by its own member ? I do not object to -

y number of official and nominated members being also increased ; I do not object to
uncils sitting five days or six days in the week instead of one day ; and 1 do not
iect to the head of the Government reserving the power of vetoing a measure, even
\inst the views of themajority of the Council, in urgent cases, as the Queen of England
s theoretically the power to refuse her consent to a measure passed by both Houses.
th these safegnards, I would suggest an expansion of the Provincial Councils on the
sis of each district being represented by its member, so that there may be an
aguate expression of the people’s opinions and views on every question, We do not

sh for the absolute control of the.administration of the country, but we do demand -

adequate means of placingour views before the Government before it decides on
estions affecting our welfare,

PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE COUNCILS,

But, gentlemen, the Legislative Councils deal with legislation only, 'there are
ge and important measures of administration which do not come within the seope
these Councils. The weakness of the present system of government is that in the
sigion on these administrative measures the people have no voice+andjare not
ard at all. To take one instance out of hundreds which will ng doubt suggest
smselves to you, the people of the Central Provinces of India had no constitutional
ans of declaring whether the revenue settlement should be for twenty or thirty
urs ; whether the Government demand should be 50 per cent. of the Malguzats®
sets, or 60 per cent. plus 12 per cent. as rates ; and the decision to which the
vernment arrived without the constitutional advice of the people has been disas.
ms. Gentlemen, this defect can be rectified, this weakness may be removed,
ere are Executive Councils in Bombay and in Madras ; similar Executive Councils
.y be formed in the North-West Provinces and the Punjab, in the Central
ovinces and in Bengal, and at least :one member of the Executive Council
ould be an Indian gentleman with experience in administrative work,
4 representing the views of his countrymen (Applause). It is usual for a
ymber of an Executive Council to have a portfolio, ¢ e, to have one depart-
nt of work assigned to him ; and the work which I would assign to the Indian
smber is Land Revenue, Industries and Agriculture, There is no department
work in which an Indian member can make himself more useful, or make his
tvices more valuable to the voiceless millions of cultivators and artisans. The
dition of one Indian member will not weaken Provincial administration ; it will
‘engthen such administration, make it more sympathetic, and bring it into some»
1at closer touch with the people. ' .
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' THE VICEROY’S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL,

And, gentlemen, am I aspiring too high when I hope for similar seats for Indian’
members in the cloudy heights of Imperial Simla ? Am I urging anything unreason-

able when I propose that the Viceroy, who has the benefit of consulting experienced

English administrators, in his Executive Council, should also have the advantage of
hearing the views and opinions ofa few Indian membersin the same Council before he

decides on questions affecting the interests of the people of India? Am I urging any-
thing unwise when I propose that the Viceroy, when he considers messures affecting’
the condition of the indebted cultivators, the operations of plague and famine relief,

the rules of land revenue settlements, the questions affecting Hindu and Mahomedan

customs and manners, should have by him, in his own Executive Council, a few Indian
gentlemien who represent the views, the opinions and the feelings of the people ? An
Executive Council cannot be much enlarged without loss of efficiency ; but surely the
Viceroy's Council cquld make room for three Indian gentlemen, one to represent
Bengal and Assam, another to represent the North-West and the Punjab, and the
third to represent Bombay, Madras and the Central Provinces. The selection should

rest, of course, with the Viceroy bimself, for anything like election into an Excutive
Council would be absurd ; and the three Indian members should be entrusted with:
the departments of Agriculture, Indusfries and Land Revenue of their respective:
provinces. The wise and magnanimous Akbar entrusted his Land Revenue arrange-
ments to a Todar Mall ; and the British Government may consider it wise and states-
manlike to avail itself of the experience of Indian gentlemen in controlling Land
Revenue settlements, and generally in improving the condition of the voiceless and:
impoverished cultivators and manufacturers of India. I myself think that the
administration of the country would be vastly improved by such representation of
Indian opinions in our highest Councils, and that the Government of India and

.the Government of the Provinces would be brought in closer touch with the Ppeople.

And, gentlemen, I am very much mistaken in oar preseat Viceray if his Excellency
does not himself sincerely desire to mark his administration by some measures which:
will bring the rulers in closer touch with the people. = - '

PROGRESS IN THE FUTURE,

And now, gentlemen, itonly remains for me to thank you once more for the great
honor you have done me by electing me to preside on this occasion, and for the g]:ind«'
and patient hearing you have given me. I have been solmewhat of an optimist all my |
life, I have a belief in progress, I have faith in the British Government, I have lived
and worked in that faith and I should like to die in that faith. The experiment of
administration for the people, not by the perple, was tried in every country in Europe
in the last century, by some of the best-intentioned sovereigns that ever lived who.
are known in history as the Benevolent Despots of the 18th Century. The experi-
ment failed because it is an immutable law of nature that you cannot permanently
Secur: the welfare of a people if you tie up the hands of the people themselvey
¢4pplause). Every country in Earope recognises this trath now,”and England £ "
most of all. Every English colony has obtained a system of self—government? and fore-
being discontented and disaffected they are now the strongest support » A1¢ 1rom
British empire. ‘And a system of complete self-government in 15(}:&1 eés. of the.
conceded to Ireland by the present Government less than two vears ahalrs Wa,;.
Curzon was a distinguished member of that Government, The co zg;” w. exf1 IL.iir
ire different, and I admit freely and fully that we want g strone nt i ifmsd OG ndia
ment here ; and if the moderate scheme I have proposed tzn:lleg 11‘: 152 overn- ,
weaken the Indian Government, the proposal, geatlemen, would noi haveacg wa.fy to-
me. But I have discussed the subject with many er,nin ont Enf'lishmenme rom
England and possessing vast experience in Indian :;,dministration z:,'md Ih o anten
them to reject my scherr}e if they thought it would weaken the Ir’l(iia,n G ave asked
fustead of greatly strengthening it. Gentlemen, I have never been told in overnment
the schetne would weaken the Government, Itis isolation, itis exclusiveness?ei?ilg v::: o

ness; 0.
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of touch with the people, which weakens British rule d
desire i§ to strengthen that rule by bringing it in touch with the people, by e‘nhstmg‘

the zealous co-operation of a great and loyal nation.

Permit me, gentlemen, to refer for a moment to my own experience as a Distric
Officer. You are aware that a District Officer is liable to frequent transfers ; and 1
was sometimes in charge of districts where 75 per cent. of the people were Hindus,
and at other times of districts where 75 percent. were Mahomedans. I may remark
in passing that everywhere I received the cordial co-operation of the people in my
adininistrative work, and the sympathy and support, which I received from Mahome-
dan zemindars and the Mahomedan population generally, enabled me to administer
with' some degree of success such vast and difficult districts as Backergunj and
Mymensingh. But what I'wish specially to mention is that in these Mahomedan
districts the Government always employed a number of able Mahomedan Deputy
Collectors to advise and help the District Officer in his work; and in all questions
relating to the social and economic conditions of the Mahomedan people, and to
their public feelings and religious sentiments, I recgived the most valuable helpn
and advice from myMahomedan colleagues in the work of administration. Gentlemen,
the duties and responsibilities of a District Officer are humble compared to' the
manifold duties and high responsibilities of a Viceroy or the Governor of a Provinge;
and I therefore often ask myself if those statesmen do not sometimes feel, as we
humble District Officers always felt, ‘that it would help and improve administration
to have a few true representatives of the people by their side and in their executive
Councils. And I cannot help replying to myself that the advice and help of some
Indian colleagnes would greatly stréngnheq the hands of wise and sympathetic
statesmen in solving the great problems which lie before them, none of which is
more momentous and rore pressing than the condition of the Indian agriculturist

and the Indian manufacturer.

Gentlemen, from whatever point of view I examine the question, whether in the
light of European history, or of the spirit of British institutions, or of the require-
ments for good government for India, I feel convinced that to associate the people
of India more largely in shaping the administration of the country is not only the
wisest but the on]y possible path before us. It is true we have not been moving
onwards in this path in recent years; we have actually stépped backwards in these

years of misfortunes and calamities and panic; we have even been deprived of those -

" rights and privileges which we secured inyears of wise and . sympathetic administra-

tion. But such years of retsograde movement come to all-nations from time to time,
even to those who are most advanced. Remember England at the close of the last
century, when to talk of political reforms was punished as sedition and crime, when
coercive teasures were passed to stop public meetings, when reactionary laws were
enacted to restrict the liberties of Englishmen. The panic. passed away after the
Napoleonic wars were over, and the Reform came in 1832. The reactionary period
through which we are passing will end before long, and wise English statesmen will
perceivein the future, as they have perceived in the past, that England’s duty and
England’s interests are the same in India, to consolidate British rule by extending,
not restricting self-government, by conciliating, not alienating a loyal and a grateful

nation.

Gentlemen, it is
famines, to spread prosperity and contentment, and toevoke the zealous and-loyal

support of a grateful nation, only by conceding to the people,—in so far as is 'safely

- possible,—the blessings of self-government. Gentlemen, ivis not possible, without

this concession, without admitting the people to a real share in the control of Pheir
own concerns, to save India from distress and discontent and deaths from famines.
Therefore, as an old and faithful and retired servant of the Indian Government, I
have thought it my duty to raise my voice to urge the adoption of &he better and .the
wiser course,—the only course which cansave my counfrymen from preveptlble
famines and deaths, and can consolidate British rule in. India (loud and continued

cheers),  ° .

possible to prevent distress and disasters and deaths 'iroml

in India (Hear, He(.zr,) and my Firsj‘_lZa,r‘.‘.
The Presi-
-~ dent’s
- Address.
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- (3 FARIDPORE.
Fi"_{_t_?lr, I crave your indulgence for one little matter, I have been asked to announce that :
The Pregi. 245 P. M. the inaugural address of the Social Conference will be delivered by our res- 1. Mr. Ambica Charan Mozu;mdar.
dent’s pected countryman, Mr. Justice Ranade, No doubt you will all make it & point 2. ,, Gyan Chandra Banerjea.
address. toattend that meeting. That meeting will take place in the Reading Room Librayy. 3. ,, AliUzaman Choudhury.
I wish also to announce the fact which I have no doubt Yyou ha.w; heard, and 4., Nogendra Nath Sen.
which will no doubt be received with -universal satisfaction, that Natu brothers have ’ BARISAIL
been released (loud and continued Applouse), ' (4) e
The next busines I have to do is to call upon you to appoint your Subjects Com- 1. Mr. Aswini Kumar Dutt.

mittee, ,
' . ‘ (5) RANGPUR.

The delegates representing each of the Congress circles then handed in slips
bearing the names of the delegates chosen by them to represent the- respective cir-

<les on the Subjects Committee 1. Mr. Satish Chandra Chakerbutty.

THE PRESIDENT :—I will now call upon Mr. J. Ghoshal to read ﬂm names of mem (6) DINAJPUR.
bers of the Subjects Committee, , . <
. Rakhal Dass Sen..
MR. J. GHOSAL (CALCUTTA):—-Gentlemen, the following are the names of tha de- y

)

endra Nath Roy.
-egates proposed to serve on the Subjects Committee :~— ” Suren ’

| () PUBNA.
Subjects Committee

(1) CALCUTTA.

. Mr. Tarak Nath Moitra. '
2. ,, Kunja Lal Sgha.

b
.

(8) RATSHAHL

CALCUTTA. — 1. The Honourable Babu Surendra Nath Banerji, -
b 2. Mr. J. Ghosal. 1. Mr. Akshay Kumar Moitra.
oy 8. Babu Bhupendra Nath Bosge. - M 2.
» 4, » Prithwis Chandra Rai. ' () BERHAMPORE :
" 5. ,, Dwijendra Nath Bose, 1. The Honourable Baikuntha Nuth Se
» 6., Akshoy Kumar Bose, 9 Mr. Hemendra Nath Sen. «
. 7., Yatindra Mohan Bose, 3 Sudhanser Shekhar Bagchi.
” 8. . , Krishna Kumar Mitrs, o ' :
. 9. Mr. J. Barooha, (10) BHAGALPORE. .
. 10. Babu Joti Prosonno Mukerii. .
» 1L, Niroda Chandra Chatter;ji 1. Mr. Rash Behari Lal Mandal. "..
” 12. . Pandit Kali Prosonno Kabyabisharag, 2. ,, Jai Narain Mandal
o, 13. Mr. Tara Prosonno Mitter, . 3., Brij Behari Lal Mandal.
i 14. Mr. Rannoo Lal Shaw, : ' ‘
" 15.  Dr. Nilratan Sirear. ' ’ (11} PURNEAH.
16. Dr. M. M. Bose. "
Kms’;lﬁAGAR.- L Mr. Nanda Gopal Bhaduri, 1. Mr Ja.gend‘r.'a Nath Mukerji.
24 PERGUNNAS, — 1. Rai Jatindra Nath Choudhur .
CoMILLA, — 1. Mr. Rajani Nath Nundy. Y (12) N.-W. PROVINGES.

B 2., §atyendra. Nath Bose, 1. Babu Kedar Nath.
MmfAPORE'-— ; :: ;;ZZ;OIEE? gss:e?al‘ 2. Mr. Narayan,?nxshad Ashthara,
BURDWAN. — 1 ,, Amar Nath Datta, ‘1. Hafiz Abdur Reheem.

” 2. ,, Sarat Chandra Bose. i 2. Babu Lachmi Narain.
TuMLUK.— » Baranasy Banerjee. < Maln
ABSAM.— : »» Ramani Mohan Choudh 1. Babu Jagan Nath.
KyurLna.— » Nogendra Nath Sen. 2. Radha Charin Goswsami.
JESSORE. — »  Debendra Prasad Gpyoq " o i

1. Mr. Mohan [al -
(2) MYMENSINGH, 2. Babu Nemi Dass.
1 Mr. Surya Kumar Shome, 1. Pundit Tulsi Ram.
2. ,, Mono Mohan Neogi. 2. Babu Jwala Sahai,
3., Rebati Mohan Guho, 3.

Haji Riazuddeen, ‘
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Rabu Badri Prasad.
,,  Kalika Prasad.

»  Ganga Lal.
Pandit Shew Prasad.

Pundit Gopal Dass Shurma.
Babu Jugmohian Prasad Bhargava,
Pandit Hari Ram.

»  Indra Prasad.

"The Honourable Pandit Bishambhar Nath,

Pandit Sunder Lal.
Babu Durga Charan Banerjee,
Pandit Jwala Dutt Joshi,

s Madan Moban Malaviya.
Babu Rama Nand Chatterjee.
Mr. 8. Sinha.

Pandit Tej Bahadur Sapra.

Rabu Sri Ram.
o  Mahadeo Singh.
,,  Beni Pershad.

Munshi Madho Lal.
Rat Buldeo Baksh.
My. Nasiruddeen Ahmed.
Choudhury Ram Prasad.
Babu Mata Prasad.

,, Jugal Kishore.

Mr, Alfred Nundy..
Babu Bhairon Prasad.
Munshi Gorakh Prasad.

Mr. Basudeo Sahal,

Pandit Prithi Nath.
Babu Trilokt Nath.
Rai Debi Prasad.

(13) OUDH.

Miss Garland.

Pandit Bishen Narain Dar,
Babu Kedar Nath,

Pandis Shiam Narain Masladan..
Syed Ali Ousat.

Babu Bipin Behari Bose,

,» Bhairon Prasad.
Munshi Sajjad Hussain,

Dr. Nobin Cbaudra Mittra.
Baba Ram Chandra.

vy Ajit Prasad.

,s Krishna Buldeo Varmg..
Pandit Shiva Behari La).
Pandit Lakshman Prasaq.
Babu Gunga Prasad Varma.

» Lachman Prasad.

s, Fateh Babadur,
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Babu Krishna Prasad Bysak.
Pandit Gokaran Nath Misra.
Nawab Ali Mohomed Khan.
Babu Chhail Behari Lall.
Munshi Murlidhar,
Babu Krishna Prasad.

.  Gokul Chund Rai Bahaduy.

., Baldeo Prasad.

(14) PUNJAB.

Rai Sahib Lala Murlidhar,
Sirdar Jhanda Singb.
Liala Het Ram.
,, Dhani Ran:.
., Kals Kaphya Lal,
5 Sangam Lal.
Munshi Roshan Lal.
Mr. N. N. Guptu.
., Bar Kishen Lal. .
Bukshi Jaishi Ram.

(15) BERAR.

Mr. R, N. Mudholkar.
M. V. Joshi.
(16) AHMEDABAD.
Mr. R. Keshava Lal R. Desai.
(17) SINDH
Mr. Bhoj Singh Gurdevamal.
,,» Asumal Jethanand,

,, Lalchand Navalrai.
., Murlidhar Jeramdas.

(18) SURAT.
Mr. Tribhuban Dass Purshottam Dass.
(19) BOMBAY.

Mr. D. E. Wacha, .
,,» D.A. Khare.
. H. 8. Dixit.

(90) SATARA.

Mr. G. B. Phansatkar.
., G. L, Desal.
N. K. Agashe.

14

(21) DECCAN (including Poona, Nasik, and Khandesh).
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The Houn'ble Professor G. K. Gokhale.
Mr. B. G, Tilak.

R. D. Nagarkar.

L. R. Gokhale,

VvV, H, Patwardhsan.

M. B. Kolaskur.
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7. Mr. A. R. Kavle.
8 ,, S. 8. Deo.
9. ,, Abaji R. Mhulus.
(22) SHOLAPUR.
1. Mr. P. L. Nagpurkar.
(23) BIJAPUR,
1. Mr. R. M. Sgne.

(24) ICHALKARANSI (Southern Marhatta Conntry).

I. Mr. G. B. Deval

(25) BELGAUM.
1. Mr. S. B. Bhate.

(26) DHARWAR.
L. Mr. K. A, Guruji,

(27) MADRAS.

1. Dr.T. M. Nair.
2. Mr. Ram Chandra Pillai.
- 8. ,, Paul Peter Pillai.
4 ,, Ryru Nambiar. .
5. ,, Raja Gopala Charriar.
6. ,, Varadachari.

=~

»» V. Ramaswamy.
8., 0.V, Jagan Nath Shastri.
9. ,, C.Y. Chintamani.

1o. ,, D.Bubramanyam.

1. ,, D. L. Dewalraju.

"The names of members of the Su bjects Committes wopo

ananimousty.

THE PRESIDENT:—I have only to announce that the Subje
here in half an hour, while the Congress adjourns nntil 12 o

‘ approved by the Congres;

»
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".Congress assembled in the manner herein below laid down, that is to say:—

SECQND DEVS PROCEEDINGS

(oW e S s )

Thursday, 28th December .1899.

O i@HE Congress re-assembled at 12 noon.

conduct of business. ,
Mr. J. Ghosal read the rules for the conduct of business with some observations.

Hafiz Abdul Rahim explained the rules in Urdu.

THE PRESIDENT:—1 will now call upon Mr. Mudholkar to submit the report of
the Committee appointed at the last Congress in regard to the constitution which it
was proposed to frame. '

Mr. R. N. MUDHOLKAR (4dmraoti):—Mr. President, brother-delegates, ladies and
gentlemen,—I beg to present the report of the committee appointed by Resolution
XXI at the Fourteenth Indian National Congress to consider the draft constitution
and to submit a definite scheme. The Committee begs to submit the accompanying
rules for the approval and acceptance of the Congress.

RULES REGARDING
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CONGRESS.

1. The object of the Indian National Congress shall be to promote by constitu-

tional means the interests and the well-being of the people of the Indian Empire.
II. It shall ordinarily meet once a year at such time and in such place as shall
have been resolved on by the last preceding Congress: Provided that the Indian
Congréss Committee may, in case of necessity, change the place or time of the meeting
.of the Congress: , |
Provided also that in case of emergency the Indian Congress Committee may con-
vene an extraordinary Session of the Con%ress at such time and place as may be deter

.mined by them.

II1. It shall consist of delegates elected by political associations or other bodies'x

~-and by public meetings. _ .

"IV. Its affairs shall be managed by a committee styled the Indian Congress

-Committee, consisting of 30 members elected by the Congress, 26 of whom shall be

-elected upon the recommendation of the delegates of the respective provinces in

For Bengal including Assam 5
For Bombay including Sind 5
For Madras .
For North-Western Provinces including Oudh 4
For Panjab ' . 3
For Berar g

For Central Provinces ‘

The term of office of the members of the Committee shall be the’period inter-
‘vening between two ordinary meetings of the Congress. o
V. The Indian Congress Committee shall meet at least thrice a year, once
immediately after the Congress, once during the year between the months of June

. -and October, as may be determined upon by the Committee, and once immediately
-before the Congress, at the place where the Copgress meets.

HE PRESIDENT :—1 will first call upon Mr. Ghosal toread the rules for the g.cong
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VI. The Indian Congress Committee shall have an Honorary Secretary and a paid
Assistant Secretary, with suitable office staff, for which a sum of Rs. 5,000 shall be
granted annually, one half of which shall be provided by the Reception Committee of
the place where the last Congress is held, and the other half by the Reception Commit-
tee of the place where the next succeeding Congressis to be held.

The Secretary to the Indian National Congress shallbe the Honorary Secrétary
of the Committee. '

The Committee shall make its own rules for the conduct of business.

VII Provincial Congress Committees shall be organized at the capitals of the
different Presidencies and Provinces in India, for the purpose of carrying on the
work of political education throughout the year, by organizing - District Committees,
holding Provincial Conferences, and by such other means as they may deem proper in
consultation with the Indian Congress Committee for furtheringthe objects of the
Congress. They shall be the responsible agents of the Indian Congress Committee
for their respective provinces, and shall submitannual reports of their work to that
Committee.

'VIII. The nomination of the President, the drafting of Resolutions, and all
other business in connection with the Congress, shall be done by the Indian Congress
Committee. It shall also, subject to the approval of the Congress, frame rules for
the election of delegates and the conduct of the proceedings of the Congress.

IX. Rules and bye-laws shall be framed by the Provincial Congress Commit-
tees for the election of the members, the conduct of their own proceedings and all
other matters appertaining to their business. All such rulesand bye-laws shall be
subject to the approval of the Indian Congress Committee.

X. A Committee, styled the British Congress Committee, shall be maintained in
England, which shall represent there -the interest of the Indian National Congress.
The amount requisite for the expenses of the said Committee, shall be determined by
the Congress, and thelamount so voted shall be raised by the Indian Cengress Com-
mittee in such manner as may be determined upon by that body from time to time,

XI. The Indian Congress Committee shall take such steps, as they may deem fit, 4o
raise a permanent fund for carrying on the work of the Indian National Congress ; aind
such fund shall be invested in the name of 7 trustees, one from each provincein I;1dia,

NoTE:—We do not agree with the proposals contained in Rule {TI as to the g .
tionment of funds for the:Committee. ppor-

(Signed) M. M.
26th December 1899. } { y ) G P %)’IA:‘I;(V;YA

I shall only address you a few words in laying these rules before you for your
approval and acceptance. One thing which may be considered as a new feature intr
duced for the first time by these rules is the creation of a central bod o
carry on the affairs of the Congress throughout the year. At
such body. We have Circle Committees and Standing Congress cgﬁxs:;:eZ: sga':e no
all over the country. But the only officer whois the officer of the Con res 3 _tered
General Secretary who is in England, or the Joint-General Secretary th . 8 is tpe
Every other person is a member of a District Committee and there isno bs (1111 Ind.la.
can during the year carry on the work of the Congress and c ody which

mittees and Provincial Committees to do their work. The nece
body was felt for a long time,but there were great difficulties o
out the way for creating such a body. TFor such a ]arge count
sidered that all the different partsof the country ought to be 1
mittee, that is to say, the interests and opinions not ‘only of
Presidencies but alsoof the chief Provinces ought be to‘ represe
same time seen that to do that, would be to create a co

ssity of such a general
Xperienced in tinding
Ty as India, it was con-
epresented on the com-
the chief parts of the

and that such a committee would

have required at least one thousand members, and a committee of one thousand
: mem-

bers can notact efficiently. After considerah],

various Provinces and Presidencies. These Provinees and Dwaciar. o

y to control and °

all upon District Com-

‘ nted. But it wasag the.
mmittee, the number of members.

e deliberation, it was resolved to create .
the representatives of the:
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‘while the remaining 4 will be elected by the Congress generally, without reference to
what Province or Presidency they come from. This last provisjon is intended for
the purpose of supplying any execeptional mistake or oversight. It might happen
that the delegates from different Provinces, in electing membersto represent their Pro-
vinces, might omit very important persons whose presence on the committee would
appear very desirable, and to provide for such a contingency this provision has been
introduced. Another new provision that has been introduced is the creation of a
paid.Assistant Secretary. In Mr. Wacha we have found a most indefatigable work-
er, a gentleman who never spares himself in devoting all the time he can to the
work of the Congress (dpplause). But Mr Wacha has to look after his own work, he
has also to look after the Presidency Association, he is the practical editor of an in-
fluential paper and he has to contribute to half-a-dozen papers. Such a man as that

. cannot give his whole time to the work of the Congress, nor can he afford to go round

the country, As it is found by experience that we should have an officer who can go
round the country, this provision aboutthe Assistant Secretary’s place has been in-
troduced. The Secretary shall also have a paid staff. The Assistant Secretary’s busi-

ness will be to see that the different Congress Committees are doing their duties all the:

year round. It willalso be his duty tosee that all the arrangements which are neces-
sary to be made beforeand after the session of the Congress are carried out. In fact,
he will be our real Manager who will do everything which has to'be done in connec-
tion with the Congress. The amount thatis required for meeting these expenses has
been estimated at Rs. 5,000, and this amount is proposed to be raised from the differ-
ent Reception Committees. It may be said that this year the expense will fall onthe-
United Provinces, but the United Provinces will not have to give any portion of the ex-
penditure for the next 6 or 7 years. Or it may fall on any other Province which may
take the next year’s Congress. Of course each Province will have to.bear its share
of the burden. The majority of the Committee think that the plan is quite feasible.

- Pwo members of the Committee hold slightly different views. They are happily in ag-

reement with their collegues as to the necessity of having a paid Assistant Secretary,
and of raising funds, but they only make slightly different proposals as to the moda
in which that fund is to be raised. When we come to details, it will be shown how
they propose to do it. Another thing to which I would like to draw your attention is
that till now we had no Provincial Congress Committee as such. Last year in Behar
and in different Provinces of Bengal, committees were appointed. There were com:
mittees at Orissa, Backergunge, etc.  If there is a regular gradation of responsible
committees throughout the land, there should be a Central Committee responsible for
the general work of the Congress throughout the whole country. There are to be

Provincial Committees responsible for the Central Committee, and there will be District

Committees responsible for the Provinecial Committees. Thus, we shall have a system"
atic gradation. of committees, who, if they only bestow ordinary attention to their
duties, will be able to effect considerable work, In the discussion which arose yes-
terday, and which took place previous to that, there were mentioned a few points to
which I shall make a passing reference. It was considered by some gentlemen that
there is no need at all for drawing up rules or having a constitution at all for this
Congregs. In regard to that objection, it is sufticient to mention that the question is
beyongd the stage of discussion, that it has been definitely resolved upon, that it was,
in fact,f passed by the Congress so far back as 1894 at Madras, that the time has
come when rules shall be framed. The Madras Congress passed. that resolutiom;
and the Poona Congress Committee was requested to prepare a draft of rules. . That
committee prepared a dYaft which was circulated to the different Congress Committees.
The question was taken up for discussion year after year. It was settled that rules.

. shall hiave to be framed, but the difficulty has been to frame rules which would meet
i : ic to objection. We
. the requirements of the country and which would be least open j

do nog pretend to say that these rules are satisfactory, we do not say th‘a..t these
rules Hre the best that could be devised by anybody. After due consideration, we
have e to the conclusion that these are the rules to which least objection could be
take d which will produce practically as good work as may be necessary. Our
P, ~1 ¢ha lawe of the Medes and Persians, There is nothing immutable about

Second
Day.

Mr._—R. 1
Madhol
kar
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* was, at the first stage of our discussion, discounted as being vague and imp:
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them. If you find that these rules require amendment, and if there is any deticiency
in this or in that respect in them, you may make additions and alterations whenever
any deficiencies or defects are noticed. What the Committee beg you to consider is
that we have proposed to you a workable set of rules ; give effect to them, try them,
honestly set yourselves to do whatever can be done under those rules, and if you find
that with all that the work is not satisfactory, it would be time enough to consider -
whether another set of rules should not be framed. Gentlemen, it is not the rules
written on paper which produce real and efficient work. For work which would pro-
duce best results, tangible results, the appeal has to be made not to paper but4o
you, gentlemen. It depends entirely on you to say whether the constitution which
has been prepared shall produce good results or not. With these words, I commend
what has been done by colleagues to your kind acceptance and approval.

MR. GANGA PRASAD VARMA explained these rules in Urdu.

THE PRESIDENT :—These rules are laid before you not for discussion to-day, but
only for the information of the delegates. The subjectis a most important one and
it has been decided to give the delegates time to consider these rules before any dis-
cussion takes place. Itis therefore intended that the subject should be discussed
and resolution passed at to-morrow’s meeting of the Congress. I will now ask Mr.
Ambika Charan Muzumdar to propose the First Resolution.

MR. AMBIKA CHARN MUZUMDAR, (Bengul) —Gentlemen and brother-delegates,—
The question which I have the honor now to submit to the judgment of the
delegates assembled, is too familiar to this Congress to require any particuiar
introduction. It is that oft-repeated demand, thatcry in the wilderness—for the
complete separation of the Judicial from the Executive functions of the State,
which we have ever so long eagerly pursued like the mirage in our polititical strug-
gle. It isour deepest regret, that we should have still to move and discuss this
question at this the fifteenth session of this great National Assemb}y (hear, hear).
Times without number have we through the press, and in Congresses, and Conferen-
ces assembled, vividly pointed out the greatest failures of justice Whmh have from
time to time resulted from this unholy combination, and our 1llu:>t1a.t10115 drawn year
after year from different parts of the country,.seem to have long sifonced even the
most abject apologists of this scandalous system. Judges from the ighest tribunals
in the land have repeatedly condemned that system in no uncertain ‘}‘ncc while one
Viceroy at least was pleased openly to avow that our proposal on this i, 4 was indeed
«g counsel of perfection” (kear, kear). Our complaints were taken t§ the notice of
the British Parliament, and two successive Ministers of State openly &, clared them-

. selves in favor of the desired reform. We have from year to year listendy yith eager-
- ness and credulity to the whispers of hope inspired by these official pla

1tudeS ’ but
aven a grain
uss who be-
many more

what are bushels of declarations and assurances worth, when thereis not
of performance within fifteen years ? (heas, hear). Not a few of those amon
gan the agitation over this question, have long passed out of the stage; whil
have nearly played out their parts and stand only with the curtain about drop be-
We do. not kmow wherein we have so deeply offended t > gods on
Olympus and what more sacrifices are required of us to propitiate them ( I eerS)

Sir, there being absolutely no difference between official and non-official

Hpinion a$
to the desirability of this pressing reformin the abstract, the proposal adva;

ced by us

a,ctlca-ble
Practical schemes were then submitted from various quarters, and notably ‘here Was

one submitted by you Sir (ckeers), which conclusively proyed that not only

was our
proposal not impr acticable, but that it was a problem of the easiest solu on. The
means and materials were all there, the line on which to work was distinet al 4 clear,

and, in fact, the wholequestion was rather one of re-adjustment and re-distrib tion than
of any radical departure, or violent reorganization. Then, Sir, we were me with the.
question of expense——always so formidable in case of Indian reforms Jaughter;
“cheers). Yes, weknow that in this country wars may be carried on barrend,
be conquered and retained, and enormous subsidies may be annually’o

. treacherous bugbears, all in pursuit of a fatuous policy, even with appalli) 4
the treasury. But no sooner questions of internal reforms are raise™~
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‘ment.at-once realizes that it is.a bankrupt(hear, and cries of shame). . But, Sir,as to this
plea of.expense, also, your remarkable scheme presented a complete answer ; for it
clearly pointed out that all the additional expense which was so much talked:-about on
the other side, could not possibly amount to more than only a few lakhs of rupees, all

the provincial budgets put together. Then, Sir, if this question of financial difficulty -

was any argument then, to-day to persist in such argument would seem to wear &
differént aspect. There never was perhaps since the days of Lord Ripon, a more sol-
vent Indian treasury than at present. The last budget estimate of our Finance
Minister shews a cheerful surplus of over 4 millions sterling, and quite recently the
Government of India have been able to restore tothe Judges of the High Courts
pretty nearly the whole of their original pay, whichhad been arbitrarily and injudicious-

ly cut down as a contribution to-the frontier policy in 1891. Gentlemen, Lord Curzon .

has just considerably notified that policy, and we may be permitted to express the
hope, that the spirit of jingoism, which has been always so rampant in Indian politics,
will go to rest at least during his Viceroyalty (cheers). What, then, are the Govern-
ment ‘of India going to do w1th this large surplus? We know, Sir James Westland
would indeed have them launched into a wild currency speculation. Butwould the coun-
try like--could you, gentlemen, approve of-—such an Argonautic expedition being un.
dertaken in the face of a dozen crying necessities of the country?  (Laughter and
eheers). Now, then, is the time to effect this important reform—to wipe out the stain
that has for years scandalized the fair name of British Justice in this country (kear,

liear). ' Gentlemen, one Dreyfus trial seems to have thrown entire civitized Europe into
hysteric convulsions. But are there not scores of cases which have been as scan-
dalously prosecuted and disposed of in this country, within the last five and ten
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years without a whisper of civilized indignation being heard against them ? I will not -

repeat the sickening tales that have been so often told in this assembly. Many of
them have now become matters of history, and how devoutly we wish that their pain-
ful remembrance had been blotted out from the tablet of your memory. But no, as
fate would have it, that memory must be kept fresh—the sore must be kept open—-by
fresh cases of injustice occurring every year. Thesystem is rotten and must breed
maggots. The latest, vand perhaps the ugliest possible development of such cases,
has recently come to light in the District of Champaran. There the case of Nursing
Singh, Constable, has presented a most thrilling story of official combination, from the
Deputy Magistrate to the D1v1szona.l Commissioner. to thwart the course of adminis-
tration of justice (loud cries of shame, shame, and cheers). Gentlemen, you are all
aware of the factsof’ thls ‘scandalous case. Asa typlca.l illustration of the inevitable
consequences of the union of the Judicial and the Executive functions'in this country,
the case of Nursmgh Singh, Consta.ble, seems to have beaten’ all previous records, a.nd
it bids fair to remain unique in all its details, as well asin its deplora.ble sequel,” in
the history of Judicial Administration in this country. The high- -handedness of the
Executive, the “flagrant servility ” of the Subordinate M agistracy, the *‘natural
persudlon ' of the Jower, and the “natural influence” of the higher ranks of the Police,
the debasement of the high office of @ District Magistrate and the such unwarranted
middlesomeness of even the Revenue Commissioner of a Division,—have all been un-
masked and revealed in this disgraceful trial (cnes of shame and cheers). Thanks ‘to
Babu Jagunnath Sahai and his worthy colleagues of the Chupra Bar (cheers) for the
noble stand they made in the cause of suffering justice; the judgment of the learned Sese

~sions Judge (cke- r6) -in - this case ought, I think, to be printed in bold letters, and

presented to the British Parliamentand the British Public for a pa,nora.mlc view of
Parliament and the British huge injustice thatis sometimes perpetrated in the name
of justice, under the unsound and rotten system which they have established and are
maintaining in this country (kear, hear). But, gentlemen, the sequel of this thril-
ling case has yet to be told. That high-sounled English Judge, that true-born Briton,

‘who alone has vindicated the honor and dignity of British justice in this case,—alas!

what of him ? Why, he has apparently been sacrificed for the extravagant prestige of
an oﬂicia.l burea.ucra.cy and transferred, asan object-lesson, to a most unhealthy distriet
in the remotest corner of the Lower Provinces (shame, #hame). It is a terrible lesson
indeed to other J udges, the ultlmate effect of which, apon the general course of admin-
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istration of justice, may easily be conceived. Even if this arrangement has not really
anything to do with this case, coming as it hascome so close upon its disposal, its

offect can only be the complete prostration of the Judicial function (loud cheers)

Yet honor, all honour, to Alfred Pennell, whoseindependence and keen sense of justice
prevailed over every other consideration in this matter, and who has so nobly vindi-
cated the honor and dignity of the bench. If Judges are tofall in this conuntry, may
they so fall fighting for justice, and covered with imperishable glory (cheers). Sufficient
unto the day has been the evil thereof, and in the interest of the Empire, as well as.
of the many millions that inhabit this ancient country and obeyits sway, we once again
beseech Government not to undermine the grand pillar which supports this collossal
frame of a mighty Empire. It isthe purity and sublime majesty of British justice, it is

~ the one-pervading confidence in the independence and integrity of British Judges, that

bind this vast, heterogeneous population in loyalty and devotion to the British throne
(hear). But, countrymen, we need not despair. The voice of suffering humanity is the
voice of God, and methinks that voice has at last found its distant echo in the con-
science of England.  Thanks to our British Committee, the repeated appeals of this
Congress, as voiced forth in England by such men as the late lamented Mr. Manarao-
ban Ghose (cheers) and our present distinguished President (cheers); have, through their
untiring zeal and energy, at lastevoked a deep response of active sympathy in high Eng-
lish quarters. The memorial which has lately been submitted to the Secretary of
State in England, for the separation of these two functions, is a weighty document,—
weighty alike by reason of its cogent arguments, as well as for the very high
authority and distinguished position of its signatories. They are neither disappointed
place-seekers, nor irresponsible Congress agitators. They are veteran Judges and
Statesmen who at one time ruled this country, and still occupy high position in Eng-
land. They are the Right Hon’ble Lord Hobhouse, K. C. S. I, late member of the.
Viceroy’s Council, and now a Member of the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty’s
Privy Council ; the Right Hon'ble Sir Richard Garth, late Chief Justice of Bengal,
the Right Hon’ble Sir Richard Couch, late Chief Justice of Bengal, now a Member of
the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty’s Privy Coancil; Sir Charles Sergeant, late.
Chief Justice of Bombay ; Sir William Markby, K C. I. E, late Judge of the High
Court, Bengal, Sir John Budd Phear, late Judge of the Calcutta High Court, and late-
Chief Justice of Ceylon; Sir John Scott, K. C. M. G., late Judge of the High Court
of Bombay and late Legal Adviser to H. H. the Khedive of Egypt;Sir Roland W

Bart., late Reader in Indian Law, University of Cambridge; Mr. Herbert Jlal.z?:sr
Reynolds, C. 8. 1., late Member of the Bengal Legislative Council, and last, but nog,

least, that high-minded English Baronet, that calm unflinching indefatigable worker
the devoted champion of India’s cause--Sir William Wedde rburn (loud cheers), Bre:
thren, we owe an immense debt of endless gratitude to this galaxy of distinguiéhed
men for the beacon-light which they have held out to eur drooping hopes and aspira-’
tions (kear, hear). This important document is now pending the consideration of'
the Government of India, and it oughtat last and at once to bring the question to a sa-
tisfactory conclusion. Here, Sir, is a golden opportunity for Lord Curzon
an act of true beneficence to the millions of people committed to his care
der his viceroyalty memorable in the annals of British India, (hear ’hear) Lord
William Bentinck signalized his administration by his social reforms Lord O ?r
by his policy of love and sympathy, and the noble Marquis of R’i on (ch anning
the extension of local self-government in this country. May we Pm)t (}C1 eers) by
Lord Curzon will add yet another great name to the distinguished roll of hi .uope ?hat
predecessors by effecting the complete separation of the J udicial fromstlh u%:rlous
tive functions in the administration of criminal justice in this countr, ‘2 Xecu.-
plause). Brother-delegates, I have done, and I now agk your vote £ v ( Oufz .AP'
which runs as follows :— _ Or my proposition,.
© Resolution I.—That this Congress notices with sat; i ; .

opinion both in England and in India, which the qu:aift?szwn the SoPbport of public
Judicial from Executive functions in the administration of
this Congress, while thanking Lord llobhouse, Sir Richard
S.ir _Cha.rles Sergeant, Sir William Markby, Sir John Bu

to perform
and to ren-

justice has receiveq ; and
Garth, Sir Richard Couch,
dd Phear, Sir John -Scott,-

of the Separation of the
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Sir Roland K. Wilson, Mr. Herbert J. Reynolds for taking a deep interest in this ques-
tionand presenting a patition to the Secretary of State in Couancil to effect the much-
needed separation, earnestly hopes the Government of India will give their earliest
attention to the petition that was forwarded to them and take practical steps for
speedily carrying out this much-needed reform. o

MR. AGASHE (Satara):—Mr. President, brother-delegates, ladies and gentlemen
—I have great pleasure in seconding the proposition th:t has been set forth before you
so ably and so lucidly and so eloquently by my predecessor. The task I have before
me is very easy because I was preceded by a gentleman who has thoroughly mastered
the subject, and who has discussed it in all its minor details. The task has become
very easy because the subject has been before you for many years past. You will
remember, gentlemen, that our Congress has made it a point to either pass a resolu-
tion on this subject or re-affirm previous resolutions. Well, thus I say, gentlemen, that
the task of seconding this proposition has become very easy. In seconding this reso-
lution, I recall to my mind with deep gratitude the services that have been rendered
and most energetic efforts that were made by our esteemed friend who has departed
from us. I refer to Mano Mohan Ghose of Calcutta (cheers). 1 think, gentlemen, I
echo the sentiments of you all, when I say that the palm must be given to this gentle-
man in bringing this subject so prominently before both the Tndian and English public.
Mr. President, I cannot resist the temptation of offering you our thanks publicly for
the energy you have displayed both in papers (cheers). in your writings and speeches,
in bringing this fact prominently before the public in England, and I think it is to
your indefatigable efforts, baclked up as they are by your many friendsin many parts
of this country, that credit is due—the credif of having won over so many gentlemen
in England whose names have been read out by my predecessor. Well, gentlemen,
you will admit that if there is any demand of the Congress more than another which
deserves to be granted by our rulers without hesitation, itis this demand of separat-
ing the two functions because, gentlemen, the demand that we make is so just, so
reasonable and so practical, as shown by our learued President himself but it is most
unfortunate to find that the Government have not yet seen their way to give practical
effect to the proposal we have been making for so many years past. The Government
and the Government officials do not say—-they have not the courage to say--that our
demand is extravagant. They do not say thatour demand is absurd. They do not
say that our demand is most unreasonable. They admit that it is reasonable, that it
is useful, but they bring in the usual plea that if these two functions are separated it,
will entail moreexpenditure, and whence is the Government to bring more money. This
plea of theirs, I leave it to you to say how far it is sound. But let me mention to you
that this pleathat is urged by the Government is altogether unsound. If they will, gen-
tlemen, take into consideraion the expenses that are incurred in pushing these Frontier
Wars, if they take care to reduce those expenses, if they also reduce the big salaries of

_someof thehighofficials, if they reduce the expenditure now incurred by Governors-Ge-

neral and Governors in going to hill stations, T have no doubt that considerable saving

might be effected and that money may be utilized in bringing about this reform. Now,.

gentlemen, you will also take into consideration the opposition, I mean opposition
from the officials. The officials are the most important persons that always oppose
this proposal. It is quite natural that Government officers who are in the enjoyment
of powers, should come forward with their voices against this proposal. But you
must not pz{y much attention to the opposition of these persons, interestgd as th_.ey are;
and you must all admit, as once resolved upon by this Congress, that this combination
of judicial and executive functions is a stigma upon the British adfnmlstzratlon of jus-
tice in India (hear, hear). Gentlemen, if it is admitted by all men 1n India and many
persons in England that this is a very healthy reform, I cannot see why the Govern-
ment has not done anything to practically carry out this reform. Well, gentlemen,
there areé some instances which will go to illustrate the remarks that ha.'ve.been -mgfle
by xﬁy predecessor in showing that the present system is fraught with many mis-
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chievous results calculated to do harm to all the public concerned around us. Sir,

there are some instances in the district to which I have the honour to belong, namely,
Satara district, and from that district I can quote you instances in support of the pro-
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been listening to from the mover and the seconder of the resolution, I do not think I  Second
shall be justified in detaining you at considerable length on this subject. Of all the D_Y_
questions that we have been discussing which are very important, the most impor- Me.
> vill § tant question that you will have to discuss and pass in this Congress, at least from S. Sil_}_g'ha-'
RESOLU- tion in our part of the country, and it has been made a subject of discussion in all the my point of view, is the one which we have been discussing for the last 15 yearsin Allahabad.
TIION . 1e?afling papers of the Deccan. He was arrested on 17th February and the case was previous Congresses ; and had it not been for a certain fact, [ am quite sure that this. o
—', cpncluded on the 15th August. There may be some diffcrence in dates. The man was year we should have taken the same step as was taken last year, which was that RESOLU-
. sf?%f;itc\&ll in custody for 6 months. What was the ultimate result ? He was acquitted on all other this question was put to the vote of the Congress by the Presideut himself without TI(I),N4
from Execu- Charges except one in which he was sentenced to one day’s simple imprisonment and auy speeches having been made at Madras. The only reason which has, so to say, g —;ti
SPAration

- tive fune- g fine of Rs. 20. This mischievous result is due to the fact that the Magistrate necessitated an alteration in the course, and which'has imposed apon us the necessity  ¢'5oauil

-

':Sg:;l .position, that the present system, as it obtains in India, produces many mischievous

‘— "  results. . Ihold in my hand here the report of the working of the Standing Congress
Mr. N. K. Committee in Satara and therein you will find a most typical case of this kind: You
Agashe. will see that there is one man named ¢ Janu Patel,” whose case attracted much’ atten-

tions. _whb tried the case has not had sufficient time to devote to magisterial work. He isin
charge of the treasury and has to look to so many other works. He went a lit.tle ou;; of
the way i.n holding bis court in the mornings. With all this he did not finishthe case
in six months. Imagine the misery of the man who has not .been allowed to come out
six months. I will quote another instance, with your permission, which shows that ';;n'l*
nlost dangerous.to make the Collector, the head of the Police, the head of the M ie.
terialadministration. You, gentlemen from Bombay, must have heard of the celeb ag:s(i
Puranic caseon our side. The Police of Satara thought it Pproper to haul u tl?' e
before the court, on a charge under section 121, that is, with having formeg a,nls',‘ :mn
tion to subvert British rule in India. No more absurd case can be brought up.- St;ﬁ 1(;%1;1
Police of Satara had the courage to send up such a case before a Criminal Cot.n-t Wh (:
followed is more startling than this. The Police, in consultation with the bist 'at
Magistrate issued a search-warrantte against the person concerned, and the Distggt
Magistrate issued a warrantunder section 121, 4.e., for having tried tosubvers th
British rulein India. Afterwards ithappened—so the Police said—that the accused N
willing to make a confessiqn. Where was the man taken to have the confes‘Y&S
recorded ? To the Superintendent of Police ! Can you imagine the absurdit s;on
conifession recorded in the bungalow of a District Police Officer with the Diys,tr~ i
Magistrate sitting by him. The District Magistrate was there. He wag asking g iy
questions. He allowed the Superintendent to put some questions. This ig th? om‘e
illegal step that he took in his life. I presume he knows that confessions th ot
recorded in the presenca of a Police Officer are not admissible in evidenc\e atall i are
I say that the District Magistrates did not know law as it existed » Can I ;1 ; 1 Con
did not read the provisions of the Evidence Act? Of course ho must b‘ vt ‘lat he
have read all that. He must be talken to have thoroughly mastereg the 1 " tsen to
he bad to act in consultation with the Police, as he was induced by-the Poli e
that there was a conspiracy in the Deccan to subvert the Britist oo b
induced to adopt- such au absurd course. With these two illusty
amply convinced you, gentlemen, when I say that the separation
éxecutive functionsis most urgently needed in India (cheers). There are al \ax
instarices which are to be observed in the Deccan, espacially in these days io many
and plague. You know Bombay has been most, anfortunate by oy ot Tamine
plague for the last three years, and the plague administration of ey
-created many plague officers, and these plague officers are
trom the Military Department or Medical Department,
operation of the plague rules is carried out successfully
thought it fit-to invest them with Magisterial powers. ’
officers are authorized to try cases summarily. The po
is to be conferred upon magistrates of experience,
many years in the administration of eriminal work,
cases tried and decided by these plague officers who :iex?ségogl? ‘ﬂm results of the
ly, 1think I shall be able to show that such powers ought to be v 11‘ })owerf-; Summari.
to persons who have no experience atall. With these fow rem eliz Sparingly given
the-proposition which has boen &0 ably moved by my prodecesson, agy s i-, OO
the efforts .of the gentlemen mentioned i i : ~77and-l ho
. n the rasolution will be crowneq with Slgeo(t:::::

elisve
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ations I shall have
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f epidemic diseases has
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and the e ho
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cases Summarily
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in'a short time to come (cheers).
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of placing the same resolution before you once more, has been the fact that men of from Exeeu-

great position, men of distinguished position in Eagland, men who have held most -
high aud responsible posts in this country, and men who are at the present moment
holding most important and judicial appointments in Her Majesty’s Privy Council, in
the India Office and other departments in England, have been so much roused into
sympathy for our grievances in this matter, on account of the efforts of the late Mr,
Manomohan Ghose, and also of our honoured President: They have thought it
desirable to submit this year a memorial to Lord George Hamilton, advocating an
early separation of the executive and judicial functions in this country. As you wil}
see from the resolution that has been read out, a portion consists of the fact that
you are asked to convey to them, as we should uadoubtedly convey to them, our
sincerest thanks for the task they imposed upon themselves in the advocacy of this
great cause and reform in England. The mover of the resolution, Mr. Ambica Charan
Mazumdar, has told you who these gentlemen are. You have heard their names, and
I need hardly say that whea the reform has been taken up by gentlemen of the
eminence and position of Sir John Budd Phear, Lord Hobhouse, Mr. Couch, Sir William
Wedderburn and others, we may say we are within a measarable distance of victory. .
At the same time it isour duty to strengthen the‘hands of those gentlemen in England
by passing this resolution, once more affirming it strongly and emphatically. And of
all the reforms that the Government of India has to carry out for the better ad-
ministration of justice in this country, the separation of these two functions is the
one which stands first and foremost. I shall not be justified in taking up your
time by citing to youinstances of various cases that are so frequently occurring
in this country, in which gross miscarriage of justice takes place on account of the
combination of the two functions in one official ;and I may here put ina word
in behalf of officials, that I am honestly of opinion that it is not so much the
fault of those officials as it is of the system under which they have to work. Offi-
cials, gentlemen, are after all human beings, and if they are placed in surround-
ings (a wvoice:—* which they s metimesforget™), no doubt they forget. At the
same time I may here mention that althotigh, in particular instances here and in
particular instances there, we find District Magistrates and Subordinate Magis¢
trates abusing their powers on account of the combination of the two functions which
they are called upon to exercise, still we have not so much fault to find with the
officials themselves as with the system upheld by the British Government. I find on
looking into certain papers, principally the memorial submitted to the Secretary of
State for India by those eminent gentlemen, the Government themselves have been
recoguising at least, if not trying to carry out, a reform for a century, that the combi-
nation of these two functions is undesirable and causes gross miscarriage of’
justice. So far back as 1893, in regulation II of 1893, there appears one passage—
it is a long passage—which says that the Government must divest itself of the
power of infringing, in its executive capacity, on the rights and privileges which
the legislative authority has conferred on the people. Now, we do not want any-
thing more than that. All that we seek is the privileges and rights which the
Government has conferred upon us in its executive capacity. The legislature should

_divest itself in such a way that they may not: be able to infringe themselves upou the

‘@Xecutive capacity, and nothing more. Gentlemen, you may see that so far back as 1863
a Police Commission was appointed, composed of eminent officials in the Indian Empire,
and the report they submitted went into the whole root of the matter and recommend.
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ed a complete severance of the two functions. Thirty-seven years have passed,
gentlemen, and we are still in the same predicament, and the same position, as we
were in. I need hardly tell you that the country has undergone manifold changes
from the English education which we have received. Improvements have taken place
socially, politigally and materially in India, but in this particular respect the Govern-
ment of India have been standing exactly as they were 40 yearsora century ago. There-
fore, it is incumbent up>n us thit we should this yaar emphatically declare that the
Government of India must see their way tocarry out this reform as early as possible.
I am afraid, gentlemen, that my time is limited. With your permission, I should like to
say one or two words. So far as I have been able to discover, only three objections have
been advanced against carrying out this reform. The first is that, although the system
might be good enough for Europaan countries which, with a generally better and more
civilised ad ministration, might ba in a position to enjoy the benefits of a complete sever-

ance of the two functions, still the whole system does not work very happily, and thatit -

lies upon us to show that there is miscarriage of justice onaccount of the combination

‘of the two functions. Well, gentlemen, some of you might have seen the pamphlet
brought out by Mr. Manomohan Ghose,in which he collected altogether 50 cases. all -
3

from his own criminal practice, showing how the system works, in whatunfair and harsh
ways thesystem works upon the people of this country. I have no doubt that each and
all of you here who are legal practitioners on the criminal side, will be able to compile
& pamphlet to show how unfairly the systum works. The test of the pudding is in
the eating of it. When we have instances to show that the system is working most un-
fairly, rigorously and harshly, it is not merely from a sentimental or theoretical point
of view that we want the severance, not because thatit is good for England or France,
but we want the reform to be carried out in practical spirit because we believe
that the system is working most harshly and unfairly in this country. As for the
question of expenses, you have been told times out of number that our President,
has worked out .a system which is.‘“muéatis mutundis” only a re-distribution and
without any revolutionary changes, that the whole thing could be so carried out
withoutinvolving extra expenditure. But evenifitis necessary to spend some more
money for an object like this, and if it necessitates some further expenditure, I say the
Government should retrench expenditure in other departments to carry out thig much-
needed reform (cheers.) I do not believe, gentlemen, ihere is one person here who
will think that the Government of India have reached’the limit of retrenchment
There are various methods in which the Government of India can retrench, To tak .
but one instance, The Government of India spands crores of rupees in exchan :

compensation allowance to officials who are alrerdy highly paiq (cheers). 1t theie :

highly paid officials are not given exchange compansation allowance, that item would
quite suffice tocarry out this reform. Gentlemen, I need hardly tell

. s . Bt you before
resuming my seat that it is my firm conviction that it is® not the questio
of expense or this or that; it is the question of false and supposed ides th;

Government prestige would be gone if the reform is carried out,
Manomohan Ghose called it, is at the bottom of the whole thing.
waste your time by telling you whata false notion thatis. On
soparating the two functions, the Indian Government would not
but in fact it will be quite the other way if anything. The Go
enhancing its popularity by carrying out this' reform ; th
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said thai the mostimportant guestion of administration is
ment. That is certainly a very important question, and n
tant question is the question of giving to India justice,
cheers.) You have been told, gentlemen, by retired gentle .

%icero;s of India, that India was conquered by the swofd andnlf:;taggrzzn}etlmes ex-
sword. I am not going to waste your time by saying that Indig, was no?;med by the
by the sword. Whatever that may be, if India is to be retained by G conquered
it is not by sword or by brate-force but by conferring Yy Gover

nraent
; upon us the glor ,
justice of Engand. (cheers). glory of the

British,
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-Munshi Nasiruddin Ahmed (Benares) addressed in Uudu and said :—

Gentlemen, I have the proud privilege of addressing you in my mothef-tonguev
(Urdu) in a broken speech. It is owing to the friendly relations existing between the
people of N.-W. Provinces and Oudh that I have been given the honor of speaking

Second.

.

Munshi

Nwhw1.
din-

before an assembly of persons of extraordinary literary attainments,and who have Ahmed.

no equal in Urdu poets and prose-writers. If on this special occasion you and our
popular and distinguished President permit me, I shall read out before you some .
verses on politics with the greatest sympathy and earnestaess (cheers and loud
cries of ““ go on. ). ‘
VERSES.
1. Inadversity we have borne ourselves calmly, with sweet tongue.
We have lived like a tongue amidst the 32 teeth.
2. Most humbly I, in accord with the Congress, offer thee, O Nation, my thanks -
3. The condition of your nation is very delicate (belpless) for you are tongueless
Take care of your nation as One Nation and with one voice.
4. You ought to guard your nation like a watchman.
Baing the gardener how is it that you have become rebellious against the-
: very wind that opens the rose-buds. E
5. 1t is yourself who had come to reside on earth from Paradise. It is you who
being homeless, had lodge in these houses. :
6. ' Sirs, being hosts, do not become ‘“anti.”” The Congress, as a guest, is under,:
your protection.
7. How the dust of the earth has risen to greatness, come here and see. It does

not befit you to offer insults, O paople of Earth (this place), pretending to-

be as high as sky.
‘8. The foundation of the Congress was laid by Lord Dufferin himself. The-
* ' desire of general reform is in the hearts, which is expressed in words.
9.- The Congress is not the enemy of anybody and is no trespasser.
It considers you to be sympathetic, being the pride of friends.
10. Do justice and please look to the tide of times. :
."  Being suspicious do not make foes of our friends.
11. Prove yourself faithful to Her Gracious Majesty.
For God’s sake as one nation and with one voice.
12. Then your one single right shall not be extinguished.
Being kind, She will call you as a mother by her side.
13. All these efforts will one day become of use, O dear.
You will flourish in the garden like an eternal spring.
.14, 'This is the prayer of the Congress, O God! ! :
That Her Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria may remain for ever the Rm
press of India. : ‘
15. The British Parliament, the Government and all its officials
May enliven the country like Jesus Christ.
16. May God keep alive Sir Antony MacDonnell for ever,
Who has so kindly allowed us this place to build our pavilion.
17. On our success, you “anti ” feel aggrieved, but our prayer is,
That you may be happy, O dear, as thelife of the world () . )

18. Itis the prayer of the Beonares people that the day may come when the
Congress will bea guest in Benares. g

19. Tﬁa}nk God, O Nasir, that the dawn of Benares and the eve of Oudh have
conjoined together, diffusing a lovely beauty. l

Gentlemen, tbis is nota Hindu Congress but that of Mohamedans. You may
woll consider that in the time of our constitutional Government this represéntative
Coungress is destined.to become & meémorable event (cheers). It is absurd to say that
it is a Hindu.Congress.or thatitis a warm suppogter of the Gorakshini Sab!}a. {(Cow-
protection Society) or that it sides with any particular caste or creed. I believe you
probably know that in the Congress held in Allshabad in 1888, the late lamented
Hon’ble P. Ajodhia Nath, the patriot of his country, to remove the insinuatiens, got

pa——
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a resolution "passed that no member of the Congress or any other person shall be
allowed to propose any such resolution to which Mohamodan delegates as a body
object (ckeers). Let me ask you, gentlemen, whether even in this state of affairs
any of you can believe the Congress to be partial to any particular caste or creed.
No, gentlemen, never (cheers).

I beg to invite your attention, gentlemen, to the fact that the Congress has con-
sinuously for thelast 14 years, with great perseverance and maguanimity (?), by
spending large sums of money for the benefit of all, without any distinction of caste or
creed, of Hindu or Mohamodan, most clearly and faithfully laid before our Govern-
ment the necessities of the country and of the nation and more or less succeeded in
obtaining (1) the expansionof the Legislative Councils, (2) the extension of trial by
Jury System, (3) the Police Reform, (4 the establishment of Indian Industrial and
Agricultural. Institutions, (5) closing of Chando and Maddak Shops, (6) the House of
Commons resolution on Simultaneous Examinations for the Civil Service, and so on.
Do any of these reforms exclude the Mohamodans and benefit the Hindus alone?
Have not all the communities inbhabiting India benefitted by them equally and been
affected alike? '

Brother-delegates, I am afraid it would be dilating too long, otherwise I would
have shown you in detail every question on which the Congress has been achieving
success every day. I have to support a proposition on the important question of the
separation of the executive aud judicial functions. Iam afraid that our popular Pre-
sident may not separate me from you all by striking the gong. Therefore, gentlemen,
I would no longer waste your time but proceed to read the resolution which I have 1o

support.

Gentlemen, the resolution is that in India the executive and judicial functions are
exercised by the same official, or more clearly that executive and magisterial powers
should not be exercised by the same local official, for this generally causes miscarri-
age of justice.. For instance, the duty of a Deputy Commissioner or of the District
Magistrate, as & District Officer, is always to keep his district free from badmashes
but at tke same time he tries their cases himself, he is generally the Chairman of thé
District and the Municipal Boards, etc., and tries their cases himself or through his

Subordinate Magistrates, who cannot go one step further against his wishes. In

other words, he himself is the complainant and himself the judge. So it is possible
that an officer who has these double powers, although he may act and perform his
duties with the best of intentions, greatest care and attention, yet it may happel.1
that the two powers contained together may lead to a failure of justice, as has been
observed in innumerable cases. Feeling the great necessity of the reform, a memo-
rial, signed by eminent retired judges of the several High Courts in India a;ld by the
Members of. Her Majesty’s Privy Council, has been presented to Her Maj
Secretary of State for India, who has forwarded it to the Government of In
consideration and report. T assure you, gentlemen, that this question is
have a successful termination.

esty’s
dia for

Gentlemen, the resolution is concerned with a general complaint dgainst. focal
officials upon which I cannot dwell more freely on account of my personal éoennection
which I have with local officials. But I think Lhave every right to say so much that
at present in towns and villages an ordinary Police Chowkidar has so
given to him that it has become an inevitable necessity for us to fear
same manner what to speak of the Village Patwaris.
men, and not to go one step further against their wishes, beco
every human being living within their circle. If you look at aT:rea;Q?ché‘ﬁfug of
God forbid, if he happens to be displeased with an unfortunate Raiyt: he l?kg a:,;
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much powers
him. In:the
To keep aloof from these gentle-

otherwise than by spending large sums of . money,
even money. becomes of no avoil. . ,

N Gentlemen, you know very well that the Village Cﬁowkidar and the Vxll RS
are instruments in the hands of the Police and Tehsil offices, respectively ?ﬁiﬁt&am
can use.in. whatever manner they like. A Police watchman, when hergo'es to tﬁi
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Police Station at usual times, then he sometimes, instead of being asked whether every
thing is alright in his circle, is asked why thereare no cases from his village. At every
time you attend here you must bring one case, and it is also necessary that in every
crop season there should be a challan of an offence relating to crops. Getting this
hint from his superior, he, like the executioner of heaven, plunges us into the depth
of such a misery of which there is no end. On certain occasions misfortune brings
us into the sight of certain challans that all the hairs of one’s body stand on end
with horror. For example, when the accused is a poor person in starvation. If in
order to break his starvation, and not with any intention of committi{:tg theft, he takes
two sugarcanes or some pease from a field, he isat once challaned for crop-theft. Now,
if that poor, indigent accused denies the fact, he feels the sting of his conscience within
and if he confesses, the external punishment of flogging is inflicted uponhim. Now,,
according to section 95, I P. C., an accused is excused for such slight harms of which a
person of ordinary sense and temper would not complain. But, in this case, he is pun.
ished for tworeasons : firstly, thatthe Magistrate is the head of the Policeand there-
fore he does not scrutinize the acts of his subordinates ; secondly, sometimes he is
calledon for an explanation for the large number of acquittals in the yearly statements,

therefore, taking his executive function into consideration, he is hindereqd from impar.

tially doing justice. (cheers).

Leaving aside these crop cases, the ordinary cases manufactured by a Chowkidar
are dangerous to the rayat. If a Police Officer or a Tehsil Official, in any matter con-
cerning administration—for example, in any matter connected with collection of reve-
nue, providing with rasad to the troops or their superior officers, or in complying with
ordinary requirements—if they happen to be least offended with any of the rasyats
then, behigd the curtain of administrative affairs, they beguile the District Officers, who
are endowed with Magisterial powers, and thusmake them displeased withsuch persons.

* And if such .a raiyat is accused of any offence in any case, then it generally happens

that ‘the same officials with great stress and cajolery, with words like these: “Sir, he
is the same person who does not pay revenue in due time;” ¢ Sir, he is the same man
who refuses to supply rasad to the troops ;™ * Sir, he is the same person who comes
forward as a witness for the defence in challan cases,”’ induce their officers to be un-
just towards him (cheers). ’

Gentlemen, there is not the ],ea:st doubt that evils resulting from the comBina,tion
.of these two functions, and which are daily increasing, require no proof.

Of course in the places where village panckayets or headmen of the village
have been granted civil and criminal powers, there it has been observed that the
raiyat had got rid of the unrestricted powers of the Police and the disgraceful
‘high-handedness of Tehsil Officials, and the Government has received valuable assis-
tance in the administrative affairs from the panchagets and headmen. But look at

our unfortunate North-Western Provinces and Oudh, where no c¢onsideration has

yet been paid to the question, what to say of their being brought into practice (cheers).
1, from my personal knowledge, bring to your notice that the Legislature has, in

certain places, admitting the justice of the principle advocated, excluded those cases

from the jurisdiction of the.Magistrates who had least interest in those cases. For
instance, you will find in section 190 (¢) of Criminal Procedure Code (ActV of 1898),

‘that in those cases in which a Magistrate takes cognizance on his own information or

knowledge, the accused can as of right have the case transferred from such Court.
In the same manner, in cases in which a Magistrate gives sanction. under section 195,

Criminal Procedure Code, to prosecute, or in cases in which he himself is a witness

or has any personal knowledge, or when any offence of contempt of court or dis-

-obedience of his order is committed, or when an offence is committed in his own pre-

Sence, he has no jurisdiction in the case (cheers). Thus it is evident that this broad

“principle has been recognized by the Indian Legislature. R

The administrative duties of the Collector or Commissioner are of sucha nature that

.he is sometimes offended at certain raéyat through the instigation of his subordinates,

Itis thus probable that in exercising his Magisterial powers he may make some

.+errars. I must thereforesay that in trying criminal cases the District Officers, being
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executive officers, are prejudiced against a party. Under these circumstances, there
appears no reason why there should be no satisfactory reform of this important
question. .

Now I assure yuu, gentlemen, that the Government of India shall give its best
consideration on our these grievances, and I conclude my these arguments with this
prayer :— '

May this Congress live for a thousand years, and every ten thousand years be
counted as one year.

May it become the crown for the head of the nation, for elernity, or rather for
countless years.

Pandit Sham Narain supported the resolution in Urdu.
Mr. A. C. PARTHASARATHI NAIDU, (Madras) :—

MR. PRESIDENT, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN,—I am asked to support this Reso-
lution, not that it has not been sufficiently moved and seconded, but for the reason
that it had nota supporter from a distant Presidency like Madras, to which I have.
the honor to belong. The previous speakers have said that the mover of the-
Resolution, Mr. A, C. Muzumdar, has so fully and ably exhausted the subject, leaving-
nothing for them to dwell upon, and in consequence their task has been very much
lessened. Quite agreeing with them, I have but to request your patience for g
few minutes.

Brother-delegates, that of all the prayers, which this loyal assembly has ever
made, there is no prayer of ours, which the authorities could ungrudgingly grant us.
It is a prayer anent a subject which affects the social happiness of the people. Itiga
simple prayer touching a system, which, at present, creates room for miscarriage
of justice in individual cases, although in the earlier stages, the now condemned
system bhas had itg good effects. It is the separation of judicial from executive func-
tions. Our prayer therefore for the separation of this incongruous blending, can be
easily granted, since it does not necessitate any additional enormous expenditure.
on that account. 4

We are not, ladies and gentlemen, suggesting to Government any measure with
which they have no sympathy, nor are we asking them to confer on us one half of the
appointments held by Civilians, We only say, and that with reason, that the combj-
nation of dual functions in one and the same individual is undesirable, since experience
bas amply evidenced the fact that, at present, owing to pressure of non-judicial busi-
ness, judicial business is being conducted in a perfunctor
manner, resulting in hardship and misery to people.

Fancy, ladies and gentlemen, a man charged with a minor offence has to be-
arraigned before a Tahsildarora Deputy Collector, manned with Magisterial powe e
The said official happens to be then in a place far away from the "iilage WhI:;e tl:l.
offence was committed. The unfortunate accused person is dragged from village t(e)
village, only to learn, on arrival at the destination, that the TahSildar-Magis trat eghad,
just then left she place to another Firka on Jamabundy business. Arrivine however. at
the place, whither the Tahsildar had proceeded, pressure of non-judicia’i”busines -
cludes him from taking up the caseatonce. Thelength of time, thelong dista S pre-
the inconvenience the accused, the complainant, and the witnesses art:e s b'nce, and
are simply imaginable. If it happens to be a village, where there are u ]ected.to,.
houses, the keen effects of appetite and worry need hardly be mentioned no messing

the spare hours of a heayy Ja.mabundy work, the overworked Tahsﬂdar-l\gto{ait, itn
takes up the case and finishes it up hastily in as short a time a5 possible, as h?slss;:f2~
)

can be easily multiplied. Without, however, unnecessarily t.:«zkiInngS'ﬁillcez ‘;)If. t,tl.ns sort
the narration of a long list, I shallonly cite, in support of my statzn{ent tll:ne by
present system entails unnecessarily extraordinary length of time, the mo;t; ?‘t .thei
instance afforded by the Satara case tried by the Huzur Deputy bonectol- fg aring
six months, the punishment inflicted after ail béing twenty-four hours’ impris’orc:fn(glil:

d to prove conclu..

¥y and unsatisfactory
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sively that the present pernicious system is fraught with mischief and injury to the
public. The Indian public, as well as eminent Judicial authorities, fully realizing the
evil effects of this objectionable system, have therefore from time to time so forcibly
protested against its continuance; and therefore we, in Congress assembled, I think,
are not unjustified in urging for the separation of Judicial from Executive functions.

Ladies and gentlemen, H. H. the Gaekwar of Barodais said to have separated
the Judicial functions from the Executive officers, only the other day, in order to
enable the thys relieved Revenue officers to move about freely for the purpose of
finding out where unhappiness, misery and distress exist. Recognizing the fact that
Revenue Officials, with Magisterial functions, could hardly do justice or find time
for knowing wherein real distress exists.. His Highness has thought it fit to relieve
them from Judicial functions. Is it therefore, brother-delegates, unjust, too much,
or improper for this loyal assembly to request the Government of India to separate
the Judicial functions from Executive Officers? What appeared to be a cogent neces-
sity with an Indian Ruler should be otherwise is simply deplorable.

After all, ladies and gentlemen, what is the object with which these Revenue
Officers are invested with these powers? I am told that unless these officials have
attached to them the sting of a scorpion—I mean the Magisterial power—revenue can-
not be easily collected. If it be so, let us take the case of the Zemindars of Bengal
and other parts. How do they have their taxes collected ? Do they stand in need of
the service of a scorpion to collect their revenue? I think not. 1f the object of the
combination of these two powers is to give tHese officers the service of a scorpion, as
it were, for the purpose of collecting Government kist, is it unwarranted on our part
to view it as a shameful crying evil? It is therefore incumbent on our part brother-
delegates, to protest against it. If there is any nation on the face of the earth that
is most law-abiding, even to the detrimeut of its interests, it is the Indian nation. It
is in India that you find taxes raised at the master’s will without a grumble or mur.
mur from the people. Therefore, gentlemen, to suppose that without the sting of
Magisterial power, revenue cannot be collected is simply ridictilous. Sheer want and
penury may perhaps make a ryot to procrastinate payment. To replenish the

- revenue exchequer no one is more ready and willing than the Indian ryot, who would

even, if Law allows it, offer himself, his children, or effects, to be sold towards all
just, reasonable, and charitable demands. In our Presidency some of the Executive
Officers have been divested of Judicial functions (cries of Telugu, Telugu). To give full
effect to our prayer, additional expenditure would be very little, and could be incurred
by Government, is what the late lamented Manamohun Ghosesaid. Even if it should
entail any enormous additional expenditure, there can be no difficulty in the face of
the prosperous Budget (ckeers). : :

Ladies and gentlemen, when I read in the Madras papers, that, owing to the
opposition of our Mahomedan brethren, Lucknow was not to hold the 15th Sessions of
the Indian National Congress, like every other well-wisher of the Congress, I was
rather very sorry. 1 thought it must be atowr with ““Luck-no” (no-luck, or unlucky
town.) Now, standing as I do on this Congress platform, with a full house under an
admirably constructed Pavilion, I am induced to think rightly that this historica}
town has ‘“ Luck now.”” Assembled as this 15th Indian National Congressisin this town
which has shown ample proof that it has now luck, it is but meet and proper that we,
who Lack-no interest in loyalty, bent upon ameliorating the condition of our country
by constitutional measures, while insisting upon the separation of Judicial from Exe-
cutive functions, should unanimously tender our sincere thanks to that body of dis-
interested eminent gentlemeon like Lord Hobhouse, Sir Richard Garth, Sir William
Wedderburn, &c., who have taken & deep interest in this question, presented a peti-
tion to the Secretary of State in Council, and which petition has since been forwarded
to the Government of Indid. The helm of the Government of India, ladies and gen-
tlemen, as you are aware, is now in the hands of that eminent statesman, Lord Curzon.
His Lordship has, by his recent utterances, expressed himself quite sympathetic
with us. Thanking therefore His Lordship for his sympathy, let us hope that he will
show in deeds what he has said in words, (factum non verba), by taking practical
steps for speedily carrying out this much-needed reform. With these words,

Second
Day,

Mr. A. C.
Parthasa-
rathi
Naidu.

RESOLU-
TION.

1.
Separation
of Judicial

from Execu-
_tive func-
tions,



‘Second
"Day,

Rai 8ahib
Lala Mur-
1i Dhar.

“i]m_t;;na.

RESOLU-
TION.
1L

Punjab
Land Alie..
nation
Bill,

| 44 ]
brother delegates, I support the Resolution and commend it to your unanimous ac-
ceptance (loud applause).

MER. ABDUL RaHIM (dligarh) further supported the resolution in Urdu.

The Resolution was carried unanimously.

THE PRESIDENT :—I willnow ask Mr. Murli Dhar to move the Second Resolution.

RaiSarmBLALA MURLI DHAR (Punjad) :—Gentlemen,—Iam afraid thatthere is some-
thing quite comic in my appearance as in my speech (lauglter). This excites your
laughter because you are men (laughter). Rest assured that I will not lessen in any
way your happiness by refusing to act the part of a fool on the platform of this Con-
gress. The presence of a fool in a dramais always indispensable. 8o I think my pre-
sence as a fool on this platform will not be unpalatable to you, as there might be big-
ger fools after me (cheers and laughter). Gentlemen, when I think of ths importance
of the subject which has been handed to me for discussion before you. I feel decimat-
ed at my own audacity, as well as feel surprised. Not being an agriculturist myself,
not owning an acre of land in this wide world, I am the last person to be the mouth-
piece of the agricultural community or of the money-lender class, because I am not
even a trader by profession. Therefore by being neither a money-lender nor an
agriculturist, buta lawyer whois supposed to rob both parties (laughter), I will act the
part of a monkey (laughter), which I shall gladly do, and the same sort of justice as was
given by the monkey in the fable of the monkey and the cat will be dealt out to
you. Now, gentlemen, the Government no doubt feels very solicitous for the welfare
of the agricultural population in the Punjab, as well as in other provinces. No doubt
the Government has been thinking seriously for years how to remedy the great evil
ofindebtedness of the agricultural classes which has sprung up tremendously in the
Punjab, and I am speaking from my own personal knowledge, my own lifelong experi-
ence when I say that the agricultural classes have no doubt suffered at the hands of
money-lenders. What are the money-lenders? The money lender is g curious for-
mation of man and beast (laughter). Those who believe in the doctrine of
gration of souls and reincarnation will readily agree with me in believing th
the claws of alion, the brain of a fox, and the heart of a goat. But the Governm
to be terrified by the roar of the money-lender as if he were a lion of 1
He is none of the sort. He is neither a brute, as he is represented to be no
the proper sense of the word (laughter). He is a money-grabber, a co ’
I will say, a man who sucks the blood of the poor agriculturist, But is that th
evil? Ishe the only brute that torments the agricultural clagsses? Are not th ; only
cultural classes robbed alike by so many ministerial officers, by so many la : agi)l-
so many patwaries, and by so many other people who gloat upon these pog“;yzrs, by
dars and who rob them of their milk and other delicious things which th ey emin-
from the earth ? (cheers). Then the poor Zemindar in whose supposed interé)r;)duce
Government has introduced this Bill is not to gain anything, for the Govern sts tlfe
going to take away the boon which they had given some 50 years ago to these men}; is
turists. They were the absolute proprietors. They had the right of fyll.oy agrienl-
and they could deal with the property as they liked. Then their status W;S 0Wn men
to that of a Hindu widow. They could not alienate the land with out som redufzed
Just think of the action of Government. The Government, can convert € nece_ssmy.
woman (laughter), a wonderful feat which has not been performed 1 a man into g
being ! (laughter). Not content with making Hindu widow, what has he -::)’ any human
to? He will be a landless proprietor. The land will not be his. T} ‘13911 rgd.uced
that of the consumer. The producer will have no right in hié .OW 1;3 and will pe
be a stranger in his own land. Why ? The land will continue to .be c:h,_and. He will
There will be total prohibition of sale by the Proprietor in the Pur:}’f]t:ed as now.
agriculturist. He will be allowed by the Collector, on an application m (Tla to a non-
land to a member of his own brotherhood, and he ade, to sell his

. cannot claim i i .
will be within the discretion of the Collector o it as aright, but it

. Or some other officer i
be specially invested by the local Government, to exercise these fuilc:;’:z W]t%
» : S’

‘refuse or grant his application for transfer of the land by sale .
perfectly open to the Collector to refuse or sanction the sale of h.is lfan?loul'}i‘hbe
' . en

transmi-
at he hag
ent seems
he forest.
T a man in

ntemptible leech,
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you ‘will see,: gentlemen, that the Government has all along been "acting in the

interests of the agriculturist to keep tMe land with him, and for the benefit of
his heirs, by -prevention from selling the land to a stranger, but. the same land
will be sold by public auction when he fails to pay the Governmeni revenue
in . punctual time (cheer's). Government takes very good care that the same

~ law -which. declares ‘* Do unto others as you would be done by others’ does not

apply to the action of Government (laughter). It does not because it harms
the interests of Government; it acts very injuriously on the interests of Go-
vernmentand therefore the Government has taken very good care about it, and all the
Honorable Members who have made speeches in the Legislative Council have been
discreetly silent over this question. None of them have touched on the question as
to what will become of the agricultural land which is to be kept by the family of the
Zemindar in case he fails to pay the Government revenue. Where will he go to
find the modey? There will be no money-lender. No money-lender will ever ad-
vance money to a Zemindar who cannot part with an inch of land to him. Who will
advance the loan? There are no Agricultural Banks. Even if there were, there is
the Takkavi system by which the Government gives money on certain conditions, The
conditious are very onerouns though the Governmeant considers they are very easy. But
the Zemindars are very loath to take advantage of these easy terms which are offered
by Government. Except on rare -occasions, they hardly take advantage of tne
Takkavi system, which has been introduced by the Government solely for the
benefit of the Zemindars, for buying cattle or seed or for some other purpose. His
difﬁéulty b_égins" when he goes for making an application, He cannot get
anything. without greasing the palms of the Takkavi officials. Where will he
get sufficient funds? Stop by all means all unfair dealings. What will the
Government  replace in its stead? Suppose a Zemindar requires some money
for sowing the field or buying cattle which have been dead in famine or for
supporting the family members, he can not get a pie from sakocars and there are
no other resources to fall back upon. How will the land be tilled? How will the
produce be augmented ? ‘And what advantage will he gain if the land has been
declared to be inalienable? At least the Government must find some remedy

_for these straits to which the Zemindar will be actunally driven to, if any such Bill

as this proposed were passed into law. The Government must foresee all -these
‘things, but the Government thinks that by and by these money-lenders will not be
‘80 heartless as not to advance loans, and the same transactions will continue ‘between
‘money-lenders and Zemindars, but only they will be prohibited from taking any:land.
I donot think money-lenders are such great fools that they will advance money
without any security to the land classes. Then the Governn.xent will be compelled
‘soomer or later to devise some meauns to allow these Zemindars to -escape :from
the dilemma in wich they will be placed. Supposing, they say, they have a tight
to sell land to their own people, to the members of their ‘own brotherhood;
suppose oven if they have that right, will it pe any consolation to them if they
parted with their land to their own brothers ? . Will those brothers share with. them
the produce of the land ¥ If you are sincerely desirous of securing the well-being
of the Zemindars, the Government, the public and other men living on .the face
of the earth should be in sympathy with the producers upon whose -teil ahd
labour all of us live. Naturally, I think our sympathies go out to them and we
must devise some sure mean$ to make them prosperous- and happy and to:enable
them .to reserve something in times of prosperity for themselves. and allow.-the

the Government devised any remedy for. that situation? I submit that .the
Government had not thought of it. The Government will continue to enhance the ren.

.The Government will shorten fhe pariod of settlement, as was done . in the case
" of Jalandur, and although Sir Dennis FitzPatrick, the late Lieutinant-Governor of the

Punijab, strongly recommended settlement for a period of 80 years io the Jelandhur

Division, yet his recommendation was not accepted by the Government; of :India
 and. tbt_;y,,r,btnrned the recommendatign to Sir Denais FitzPatrick and .asked him

4 reconsider.and. recommend a shorter. ,PQlfiQd.Of settlement in place..0f 30; yoars,

s »

1and also to remain with them if possible. Well, then, what is the remedy;ﬁ_' Hap
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i e, 20 years in the place of 30 years. But Sir Dennis Fitz Patrick, who had
the strength of his own convictions, wa#s not cowed down by this order of the
Government of India, and he said: “If you care for the welfare of the Zemindars,
then they should be allowed an opporfunity to cultivate the land, and to improve it.”
The time of my dissolution has come, and unless you give me a fresh lease of life,
which 1 think-is not in your power, then it is useless to fight with fate. Leave me to
my own time, and now I disappear from your view (laughter and cheers).

Lara KANNATHIA DAL (Punjab).—Gentlemen,—Different state of things may pre-
vail in different provinces of the British Empire, but as we are concerned with
our province, I submit what has been the state of things in our province and
ask whether in this state of things the Government is justified in restricting the
alienation of property by the persons supposed to be the proprietors. That is the
question: that is the subject of the resolution. In the speeches made when this Bill
was introduced, things are said by respectable and honorable Members of Clonnecil
in which we do not agree. Not only it is not a question whether we agree, but
they are not real facts. Our respected Lieutinant-Governor says in his reasons for
it, which are unsound: ‘The object in which we all agree isto provide a cor-
rection for the results of our own action.” Gentlemen, you will ind what those
acts are. He says: “In conferring or aftirming an almost unlimited proprietary
right in land’’—mark the word “conferrng,” as if the proprietary right to the
land rests with the Government and it confers it on us. He says: “In conferring
proprietary right in the land, in separating the judicial machinery from the ex-
cutive,” these are the mistakes, he says, they committed in the beginning of the
British rule. You see, gentlemen, what he says. They committed a mistake in
separating the judicial from executive functions. Justnow we have been fighting
for that for half-an-hour. That is an unjust thing. But our Lieutinant-Governor says
they committed a mistake in separating the two, and so they made a mistakeain
conferring proprietary right upon us. The first question I ask the Members in
When did they confer the proprietary right upon us? What do our Shastrag say?
1t is simply that the king has a right to take a certain portion of the produce from
us; and what we actually knew from the facts was the case with the Lion ot
the Panjab. What was he receiving? He was also receiving what was called revenue:
and if the Government succeeded to anything, the Government has succeeded 1,;
that right to .which Maharajah Ranjit- Singh was entitled. We, t00, know that
it is called revenue. It has never been called rent. There is the whole ’mistake o
the Government or the members of the Government can find in their official d;)cu-
ments that it is called rent, we would admit that they were the proprietors and
that they conferred the proprietary right onus. They always called it revenue
What they call rent we all know.  Itis that payment which tenants pay to thc;
proprietors. So these are the wrong premises with which they began when
they said they conferred proprietary right on us. It is not so. They assume
proprietary rights which rest in the people. In saying so there is one precedent
It is not quoting the ruling of any code. It is quoting the ruling of the Government
itself. Itisin plain language. In the Settlement of 1865, they appointed chief h ez:i
men, gave them a quantity of land as remuneration for their office, eac
the land and enjoyed the produce of thatland. After 20 or 25 years
tion was raised by the Government Officials, the Lieutinant-Governor s,
of spoliation, an act of misappropriation, an act of usurpat; .
dar:o who had Government duty to do, to take land to bep ;;32; :f :e ;:zfn to ]I; ambar-
Government duty. Certainlyit is an act of spoliation. Certainly Ft was ;V o doe.s
was upon that hypothesis that the land belonged to the proprietary bod ) zcause it
the Government. They found out the mistake and sajq « what we i{,eafl 1.101; to
revenue of the land.” Itis a clear admission that the Government wgas nls Supe
prietor but others were proprietors. It is true that they are going to deetver pro-
proprietary right. I will show you how this will work. .That :he object ; roy the
gislation is to crush down the money-lender is very patient from everythj 0 thls. lo-
«ed in the speeches. The proposal to give retrospective eff ything mention-

. v s ect to the Bi .
But where ‘was the necessity for such a restriction? 'We have got 8o ‘ma;];’ ilézzsic:}:;:
jom:

They cultivated
when the ques-

aid it was an act
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in our provinces. The proprietor dares not alienate property. When he does, he
comes under customary law, though a declaration that itis against custom would not
hold good and that it be declared void after his death. This is one reason of the re.
striction. There is another. In the execution of the decrees, lands are never sold or
alienated. There is another restriction. The third restriction is the law of pre-
emption. The land will never go to a stranger: it goes first to the shareholders, then
to Patadars and then to the whole villige. There were so mauny restrictions. The
one thing that the Government is aiming at is that they are introducing something,
and it is this. When for a debt a man is taken to Court they won't allow him to
release himself by his own moans, though the indebted man has the power to per-
form his duty, sometimes his moral duty, and sometimes his religious duty, to pay the
debt. The Koran says that it is the duty of the debtor to pay. The Prophet would
never read the blessings on the dead body of the man who died indebted. Our Hinda
Shastras would enjoin grandsons to pay the debts of their grandfather. That moral
and religious duty which the indebted proprietor would discharge by giving some
portion of the land, the Goveramsant interferes with and says—* Take lessons of mo-
rality from us. Do not go to Shastras or Koran. Take morality from us and repu-
diate all your debts, and there we help you by legislative enactments.”” That has
virtually come to that. They will not be permitted to pay their debts even if they
wished to do their duty towards money-lenders. Anosther reason given in the Act
is that it is politically dangerous to allow these alienations. It is left in the same
vague way as all political things are done here. No reason is given why aliena-
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tion of 1and is politically injurious. It is-rather a suicidal policy to pass the Bill.

If stalwart people are proper people for the army, let them have no property but go
to the Government service rather than have land (cheers).

MR. PHANSALKAR (Bombay):—Mr. President and gentlemen,—You will find that
this is altogether anew proposition in the sense that the previous Congresses have not
as yet had an opportunity to pass a resolution on this subject, and it is simply because
this isa new evil. We have all along discussed several evils, and if new evils arise
we have to pass new resolutions, and thisis one of such resolutions. In the first
place it refers to the Panjab only. The attention of Lord Curzon, the present Viceroy,
has been engaged in relieving distressin various parts of the country, and the first
item of business he seems to have taken it upon himself to do, is the redressing of the
indebtedness in the Panjab. Of course this is on the lines of the Deccan Agricultu-
rists Relief Act. We hadon our part at one time indebtedness among agriculturists
and the authorities brought out an Act, the Deccan Act, and it was intended at one time
that the provisions of this Act should be extended to the various taluksand zillas, bu$
that has not been done up till now. We have found that the provisions have been not
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only applied as they are, but applied in an advanced form in a distant part of the

country, namely, the Punjab. The principle of the Act is that it prohibits every kind
of alienation of land from an agriculturist to a non-agriculturist. Ifland bas passed

. from one agriculturist to another it does not prohibit it, but if it passes from one

agriculturist to a non-agriculturist it absolutely prohibits it. In the first place this
is bad, because this deprives the owner of the land from taking the whole advantage
of his property. The property ia bis hands, if it could not be sold, cannot be ' worth as
much as it really would if he were able to part with it as be likes. Therefore, in the
first place, it will appear to you that this provision reduces the value of the land in
the hands of the proprietor. That is one thing:and you will find that if such prin-
ciples are allowed to exist and also become law in one part, there,is no knowing when
they may be extended to other parts of the country. It is therefore desirable to
take the first opportunity to enter a protest against an Act which emboadies a prin-
<ciple that is detrimental to the interests both of landholders and money-lenders tco-
It is one of the objections or charges against this Congress that this Congress sug.
gests remedies for which they have nothing to pay, and I think the Government is also
open to this charge. The Government wants to redress the grievances of agricultu-
rists, not at its own cost:but at the cost of the agriculturists. The Government is alse
open to the eharge that is often levelled against this assembly. Apart from this, this
is not'theway to redress grievences. You must find out proper means to remedy an

'
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. ‘wretched, and without any credit. This lawis gt

taking any proper steps to ameliorate the condition of the ea, s N ‘
for another 20 years to see the working of the propos peasantry, will Wwait in vajn

‘begin. It is evident under the circumstances that

:evil: - The evil is that the agriculturists become indebted and the question is, *“ Why
.does l?e become indebted? Is it because he is a profligate or an indolent ma.x; ?” To
-Iny mind it appears there is no person in the world who works most and gets l;aast as
the agriculturist in India, and under these circumstances it is desirable that he should
‘be allowed to enjoy his property to the fullest advantage that he can
‘that he is not allowed to part with the land as he likes, .
‘culties as we find i1 the Daccan Act.

You will see

'He will be put in worse diffi-
Inhthe parts to which that Act has been extend-
es have not been prohibited but -
fore the Act was introduced all transactions were made in the form of mac;ll%:;eo'des '!]?:t
refused to advance mon rtga
They want sales out-and-out. For merly the object of the Act was toezeflge;o;‘zgaf:;.
b‘ut.the operation of the Act has introdaced another evil altogether, I belfa a’,
similar evil wlll ensue from the operation of this Act too, It isathereéore de lPV%I -
that an Act which embodies a principle which reduces the value of land in thesllll:l'ld:

of its owner, should 1ot be allowed to become law and Ih . ’
‘port to this resolution (cheers). ’ ope y 9“ will lend your sup-

Nawas HasmuT HussaIN (Oudl) in supporting the resolution in Urdu said :—
GEN1TLEMEN. —The resolution which I have to support is to this effect :—. '

That this Congress expresses its dissent from the Land Alienation Bill which
-before the Viceroy’s Legisla’tive Council, the main object of which Bill is to take a i
‘the power of alienating their land from the Zamindars. ' wgy

_ Gentlemen, no one doubts the good intentions " of the

bringing forward the Bill, and I congratulate this Congres
fourteen years constant labours Tt has achieved an amount
this important question. We have been saying all along that th
of India is getting impoverished every day. Their poverty

They have reached the stage of helpléssness and misery. The G
the ignorance of their officials and the servile flatteries of the

"Governinent in

of success on
‘e cultivating clags
18 daily increasing.
overnment, th rongh

But ‘what we

‘were saying was due to our true knowledge of the condition of the people and found
ound-

ed on honest motives. You know, gentlemen, that trut ils i

now the Government admits that the cultivators 2,121‘2,:3;;: it:le long.r run and

their poverty has increased so far that the time hag now come tpo;ermhea and

legislation (kéar, hear). We say to the Government « you may legislate l:) ‘ le P them by

first inquire into the causes of the poverty.” We express our disseni;yg-l o b.ut'

since we know that such legislation will prove fruitless. The Governmen: nilnt::: gﬂlf,
3] ad O

(hear, hear). The ultimate consequence of this legislationeivill?g;:l:tﬁﬁnt:hen pt_a.ssed
will lose his credit, distrust will be created between the money-1 de Fomndar
Zamindar ; the Government will not be able on the one hand to re;zl'en ter Torer e
in due time, and on tne other hand the coltivator wil not be able to lzte oy enue
At the present time money can be borrowed even at the rate fge S'eed o sow.
mensem ; after the new enactment the condition of our aﬁ'ricult‘,0 6 ; will bescer
like our poor Wasika-holders. The Zamindars wil have Ti:ht to ‘imSt W_‘-u,bec"m“
for 15 years and immediately after its termination anoth:r rounc?z;eSlthelr lagds

. . 8lavery ghall
Itivator, insteadof de);ivi:]g
daz: who himself ig poor
Present intended for the Phnja.l;
ent, it will hereafter be extended

he cu

any benefit, shall suffer under the control of g Zamin

only, but according to the Government’sown statem
to all other parts of India.

| Having dealt so far on the resolution itself, I wo
who allege themselves to be friends of Mohameds,
care to know, whether such a resolution is for th
benefit of the whole nation to ponder over the
jpng discussions, now admits the indebtedness
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adopting measures for. bettering their condition. . Do you think that the Government
will help the Hindu cultivators alone and the Mahomedans will be left to themselves?
All the resolutions of the Congress are equally beneficial to the Hindus and Mohame-
dans alike, and this resolution alons is safficient to silenca our critics who, professing
themselves to be friends of Mohamadans, are striking the axe at their own feet. The
Government officials say that the ciltivator is being ruined and impoverished by the
money-lender. We Congressmoan affirm their statemeant to this exteat, that the moaey-
lender, by charging a high rate of interest, takes advantage of their helplessness.
But we ask, why is it that the cultivator goes to the monay-lender? He goes to him
because:the Government revenue is muach more than what ought to have been assessed,
having regard to the producs of theland. Tae share of the prodace which the
Government takes now as revenue, was never taken at any time by any previous
Governuent in this country. ‘I'hus, instead of passingany law against the Zamindars

‘Who have purchased properties to the value of crores of rupezs, and instead of

.depriymg them of their rights of alienation, it is its duty to find means for removing
the poverty of the country. It should revise assessments and establish Agricultural
iBanks which may lend money at 6 or even 12 per cent., and thus relieve the culti
vators of the necessity of going to the much-abused but necessary evil in the person
of the money-lender (cheers). ' o

THE PRESIDENT :—I do not think that this resolution has been read and so before
putting it to the vote, I should like to read it especially as one or two verbal alterations
have been made and afinal clause added. The resolution as revised runs thus :

Resolution II. (#).—Thdt this Congress regrets the introduction into the Supreme
Legislative Council of a Biil to amend the Law relating to agricultural land in the
Punjab, with a view to restrict alienation of land, as proposed in the Bill, by sale or
mortgage, whieh is calculated (1) to dezrease the crediv of the agriculturists and land-
holders, and (2) to make them more resourceless on account of their inability
to meet the ever-increasing Stats de:mninds upon their lands and the .Congress is of
opinion that the provision to give retrospective effect to the Bill is inequitable and
unfair. ) .

(b).—That this Gongt:ess recommends that real relief be afforded to the cultivat-

- jng classes in the followinz wy : that whare the Governmant is the rent receiver, the

rule laid down in 1832, prohibiting any enhancemsnt except on the ground of risein
prices, be enforced, and that wiare p-ivate landlords are the rent receivers some
_provision to prohibit undue enhancement of rent be made. SR :

().—This Congress further resolves that a Committee consisting of the president,
Mr. Jaishi Ram, Mr. N. Gupta, Mr, Wacha, ‘Munshi Madho Lal, Mr. Madhullas and

‘Mr. Igbal Shanker be appointed and empowered to submit a representation ‘to the.

‘Government pointing out the unsuoitible nature of many’ of the provisions. of the Bill,
The resolution being put to vote was carried unanimously. s
THE PRESIDENT :—I will now ask Miss Garland to propose the next resolution,

which is a very important one. - )

.~ Miss GARLAND :—Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,—The resolution that

I have to propose to you is as follows:—

Resolution ITIL.—That whereas it is considered safe and prudent to withdraw large
‘bodies of British troops for service outside the statutory limits of India, this Congress
‘is of opinion that the time has come when the Indian tax-payer shounld be granted
‘some relief out of the British exchequsr towards the cost of maintaining in India so
large a. force of European soldiers. This Congress sees noobjection to the location of
British troops in India as a reserve force for the whole of the British Empire, but is
of opinion that the time has come for the transfer of a share of the cost from the
»Indian to the British Exchequer. : : .

©*  'This resolution or the principle.which it involves is one of the hardy dnn’ﬂq.ls
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that spring up at every Congress, anl indeed it is specially important that' we should -

'br'ipg it forward at this particulay time, because we meet atter that modification of
‘#he frontier policy of the Government which will enable them to carry out this reso-
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lution more easily than they have ever been before (cheers). We know that, roughly
speaking, about two months ago at any rate, there were in India 75,000 British troops
and 146,000 Native troops. Roughly speaking, a proportion of 1 to 2. Now, before the
Mutiny, the proportion of British to Indian troops was about 1 to 5 or even less ; and
it was in the years following the Mutiny that it was decided to raise that proportion
for Bengal from 1 to 2, and for Madras and Bombay from 1to 3. But we must not
forget that that was a time of great unrest; that was a time following panic, a time
after the mutiny when the British rule itself was threatened throughout the country,
and it was most reasonable to suppose what the requirements were. They should be
considerably lessened after all these many many years of peace (hear, h «r). Pro-
fessor Gokhale, I see, about two years ago, gave these figures. He says: We have
in India at the present timea proportion in the Bengal Presidency of over the or-
dinary proportion, of 4,072 European troops, and in Bombay and Madras Presidencies
of not less than 7,266. According to that we have over 11,000 men more than are
necessary for the requirements laid down after the Mutiny. Very well, then, no wonder
India could well spare two months ago these 10,000 troops to be sent to another part of
the Empire. She caun spare them well. What we say is when they come back, or if any
others come back in their stead, let them come back to India by all means, if it is to
be regarded as a most efficient base of operations for military purposes in other parts

of the Empire. Let them come back at the cost of England and not of India (hear,.
heur). . . '

This is a very important point. I have only to quote the highest authorities
in England to show.that it is not only the Congress that takes it up. A few years
ago, when the matter of sending troops to Suakim came up for discussion, Mr.
Jobn Morley* made two quotations. 1 am going to read them to you werbatim
because they are exceedingly important statements on which we base our case ang the
whole of this resolution. This was the statement of Lord Hartington in 1882
Lord Hartington, now Duke of Devonshire, said that there were two X
section 55. It was the Act of 1838 that laid down the rules for the employment
of Indian troops outside the satutory limits of India.” He said the objects were
these: * The first was to prevent such a contingency as that the Government should

objects in

n establishment

and without having to come to Parliament for its consent at all,” Byt Lord Harting

ton laid down the great constitutional doctrine that ‘it is goj ‘s
the 55th section to do as you did in Mombasa, to use Indiaﬁo::'ltil};:{)?tgi:i};etzpl?t o
tier and outside the cases excepted’in the Act without the consent of Parli.e ron-
whether you impose a charge on India or whether you do not.” But I will go famt;nt,.-
back still and quote words from Lord Salisbury when he was Lord Cranborie i“rlt er
I thiok nothing that has been said or that could be said at the Congress c0‘1111(18167.,
down this rule more than Lord Salisbury’s words. He said: “I do not like Indj >
be looked uponas an English barrack in the oriental seas, from which we ma, dm o
any number of troops without paying for them. It is bad for England be g; . raw
is always bad for us not to have a check upon the temptation to en gage | ls:e it
wars, which can only be controlled by the necessity of paying for them se T litbe
this garrison which we keep in India is, as all authorities BSSUTe TS, mecemnr e ! It
majutaining that country in security and peace, that garris » leCessary. for:

on
diminished. If on the other hand it is too large, ought not to be rashly

and India ¢ .
time conveniently spare these troops, then the Indian POPulati:r:l :3; hznzoze;gl:h of
e so-

unnecessarily taxed.” As I have said these are strone ol

. nts. i
it has been proved at such a time as this that g nugltl:er o? trzze simply say that
withdrawn from India, and if it can be done in safety when the Br'lt);.s Eaa safely be
is in the state that it is at present, how much safer cap that be 1tish Government

_pireis in a state of peace. For the future we cap make a strwhen the whole Em-

ong claim upon the

Government to permanently reduce the Military strength in this country, and b
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carry out your important andmuch-needed reforms. Weknow in this particular case
European troops here are not to be sent away at the expense of India. It is perfectly
justand perfectly right, and therefore there is an improvement upon previous wars,
So you see in India wearegettingon. 1f we goon pressing vur case we will get other
improvements later on. I have been asked by the British Committee to say, and it has
been alluwed to me by the President when I was speaking of this or any other resolution
that is placed in my hands that [ might say, a few words to you from that Committee
on the general situation. You all know that within the last few hours some of us heard,
for the tirst time, one special request of the Congress has at lust been granted. We
heard it with great delight of the release of the Natus (cheers). So far so good. The
next thing that we can congratulate ourselves upon is that that frontier policy of the
Government against which we .in England, at any rate the British Committee and

- their friends, have been waging war against is altered to such a degree that we can
almost say that it is altered, if not modified. We have been all along showing the Eng-

lish people the futility of that policy that has been carried on for 30 or 40 years. We
have taken good care to tell them that India possesses on the north-west three best
natural defences—-mountains, deserts and rivers, that military authorities themselves
claim as the best defences against the invasion of any foreign foe. We have also told
them what crores of rupees have been spent in bridging the Indus, in laying rails
across the desert and tunnelling mountains, and in making roads in that previously
almost tractless district so that any wayfaring armies from Russia or elsewhere may
seek their way into India. We have shown them that so far from increasing the
scientific frontier of India they have been making a worse one on which a great
amount of money bas been spent. L am not going to say one word against that policy
for the future. We recognise it as altered and I shall not forget that old ‘advice to
historians because they violated the principle, ‘“Let bygones be bygones.” We can
only congratulate the Government on its return to common sense (hear, hear) and it
is the freedom from panic in the Russian direction; and we are heartily pleased to
do so. There is another matter that I cannot yet congratulate ourselves upon. You
still have a cloud hanging over you—that Sedition Law. We in England who belong
to the Reform party live in free press. We live free in Johannesberg. We believe in
it everywhere, and we say that although the atrocious murders at the time of the
Queen’s Jubilee may naturally have caused timidity among officials, although their
unwise policy on the North-Western frontier might have made them think that it was
anwise that too much freedom should be allowed to the vernacular press to criticize
that policy—perhaps it did not like to see that made a subject of public criticism, and
conscience makes cowards of usall. We say these times are passed. We see the
Government facing this great famine with very great resources and with very
great energy, doing the very best it can. Surely there is nothing, no act on the
part of Government, that could not be effectively produced in the vernacular press,
and that too for the safety and peace of India. I only hope that before the Congress
meets next year, you will have one more to triumph over and that will be the Sedition
Law would be a thing of the past. There is a further matter that we must refer to.
Which matter is the famine itself. I have been these four days in some of the affected
Districts. I can never forget to the end of my life all that I have seen during
these four days. We know that everything that can be done will be done by
Government to mitigate this distress and well may you have all these discussions in

Congress as to how in the future you can preveunt or at any rate mitigate famines.

Prevention is better than cure. While we do all that we can to relieve the present
fearful distress, at the same time we hope that as years progress we shall in

India be able to say good-bye to famines as we have done in all the civilized quarters

- of the world (cheers). We must congratulate Lord Curzon on the part he has taken in

famine. He descended from the Olympian heights and came down to the people and
superintended the relief works himself. Thatis a step in the right direction. I can
only say that the Viceroy at present bids fair to be an energetic, tactful and sympa-
thetic ruler, and I hope when he comes to leave this country he will take with him the
blessings of an affectionate and grateful people (ckeers). In England, I can assure you,
we are doing all that we can to advance the Indian reforms and enlighten the pu b’.’}c
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opinion on all your political questions. We do not forget that in perhaps 12 months or
less we shall have to face the general elections, and we will take care that your questions
are not ovarlooked when we thin’s about our own domestic reforms (hear hear). Ihave
come here to see what you are doing in India for yourselves. Perhapsas a woman—for
the first time you have allowed a woman to address you from the British Committee——
you will allow me to say that [ hops you will educate your women in India (cheers).
If you were to ask me what were the most enlightened and the happiest nations and
most progressive nations in all the world, I should say that they are those nations
that allow their women the graitest amount of educition and the greatest amount of
liberty (cheers). I bave only to mention to you that we takea keen interest in your wel-
fare. We never forgetto ask each other “‘how are the women in India getting on” (cheers).
1 have one more word to say toyou before I conclude. I assure you all the sympathy
of many of us with all your just aspirations here. Just one week before I left England
I had an interview with Lord Ripon (cheers). I was telling him about my visit to this
conntry, and how 1 was to b2 a delegate from the British Committee to the National
Congress, and I asked Lord Ripon ‘ cannot you give me a message to the
Congress. ” Iknew you would take it well and he did give me such a message. He
gaid “tell them of my warm sympathy for the p20ple of India (thres cheers fzr Lord
Ripon were carried amidst loud acclamat-or) and of the deep and continued interést I
take in their welfare. Tell them of the very friendly recollection I have of tho
kindly faslings they entertained for ms when I was thare™ (cheers). I might also add
how very kindly Lady Ripon spoxe of the way in which you gave them a hearty fare-
well when they left this couantry. ihaveto conclude and I will do so by telling you
what impression this Congress has made upon me personally. Ihave come out here
to see this vast concourse of psople that are assembled from all parts of India dis-
cussing questions of high political importance and all in one language for the most
part and that in my own mother-tongue (cheers). Wa have a proud boast amone our.
selves that wherever theEnglish language goes, it carries with it seeds of freed:m and
justice (cheers). We at least hope that wherever people speal oar tougue they will be
people that will have the full measure of freedom and justice (cheers).  We have that
freedom at the present time and before long, if youcontinue on the very moderate and
steady lines that you are continuing at present, I feel sure that hope will be reali; d
1 cannot help thinking of some words of .Lord Macaulay which ed.
that I would not think of repeating them to you; when we
;pecdlia'r appropriateness on this special occasion,

are so familiar to you
know that they have a
I would remind you of what he said

o y by every educat-
‘It may be that the public

o . o b Rt grown that system :
by good Governument we may educate our subjects'into capacity for a beaer go.vzhat
T § : L « d vern-

‘ment. that having becomie instructed in Europszan knowlede in T

age demand E@rgﬁean institutions. = Whether such a day wﬁf;:ﬁfi’oﬁ:es{) ;‘:ofﬁture
but never will Lattempt to avert or to rétard it.  Whenever' it comes it wil :)V e
proudest day in"Ejiglish History. ”’....“The sceptre may pass away from us u'ef the
seen accidents may derange our most profound scheme of “policy. ' Victor, - nvore-
iaconstant to our arms. Bat there are triumphs which are followeq by noy may be
There is an empire exempt from all natural causes of decay. Those tri l‘eversgsg
the pacific triumphs of reason over barbarism; that ewpire is the ; lumphs are
empire of our arts and our morals, our literature and our law" (lr;ml’ (,,; (,::n)perlsha,b}q

Trg HONOURABLE BABU BAIKUNTA NATH SEN (Bngul) - My, Progiq. "

delegates, ladies and gentlemen,—-You have heard from the Chair g, Jilﬂf‘n " orother:
.lhtion of vital 'i'_r'up()rta.nce to us. l' have great pleasure ih' vser:'on‘dim}-iL thi Is isa r?so-
I deem it an honour to’second: this resolution, which hag ‘been m:;V@ dlsb' IfeSOIthpp;‘
delegate representing our British Cmomittee in England (clzee;!q) I d;) ¥y the lady"
cannot expect to supplement by additional srguments or by new facts thno't ex“pec;tz_‘;l
‘which have been so ably and skilfully'put forward by the mover of this r e ?rgumgqp
‘tho same time I hiave only t0 makea fow observations in conneotion with this s
having speqig}ixgegerer‘;cg, to Indian matters. What politicians in Eq o lflesolq_fclixi;
.qf in England iy regard 1q the frontier polic; 9 gland have spokeh

pa. 3, egatf v We L policy you bave heard, I will ¥ .
few romarks about the poverty of India and the heavy burden uzgif :v\lr]ei 1};‘10 m-‘}]k?. a
’ > ch we have

‘od Indian. But 16t me pick oat a few sentences. Hesays :

‘

‘#emarks, gentlomen, I ask you to accept this proposition.

83 1
been:groaning, and how this frontier policy has been working in India. pr‘therjg can
be no doubt that there has been a very large army consisting of European soldiers in_

India and that we have to pay a very largeamount for these soldiers. The figure has”

been given. This has been necessitated by the policy knowa as the forward policy;

since the time of the Goverament of Sir John Lawrence. This policy is not a poIicy'-‘

of expansion of the British Empire. Itis not a policy which has been propounded  or’
followed -for the annexation of territory. 'That is how it is put forward by men-
who follow this policy. It isa policy for the protection of India against foreign-
attacks. . The question is, ““Is such'alarge army now necessary for the protection.
of India?’ No doubt after the Mutiny there was some justification -for the
increas,_e.:in.the English portion of the army. Is it now mnecessary to maintain
that army ?. The whole army fakes away one-third of the Indian revenue, one-third-
again—having regard to the gain we have made in exchange -for the home charges;-
and a bare one-third is left for the civil administration of the Empire.” Can it then -be:
denied that a heavy burden has been placed upon us? That this arfy is not neces-*
sary ‘was, I may say, a matter of controversy, but the debateable character of it has"
beenremoved by the withdrawal of about 10,000 soldiers beyond the statutory bound-
aries of India for émployment elsewhere. I believe it is not possible for these-
advocates, I mean politicians, who contend that this army is necessary —that it is no-
longer possible for them to argue thatitis so. This demonstrates that this with-’
drawal .of 11,000 soldiers demonstrates that it is not necessary. When these 11,000

troops could be removed at a time when the fullest strength of the protective army--
ought to be maintained here in times of peace, ¢ fortiori this army atleast isno”

necessary. If India had not been poor, if it had been that the Indian exchequer had -
continued full, if it had been that the Government of India would spend larger sums:
of monay for the improvement of the civil administration, for the improvement of the -
material condition of 350 millions of Her Majestys subjects, perhaps we might have.
said ‘“keep on this army,” we might not have grudged or grumbled. But this
unnecessary expensive appertenance of sovereignty is simply aburdensome affair

now, - Time has come now when there ought to be a remedy. Time: has come How

when India ought to be relieved of a portionof the expenditure which is being incurred

for the maintenance of this army, ‘It is not the object of this resolution to reduce:
the number or to remoye that portion of 20,000 from India. -What the resolution"
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aims atis the curtailment of expenditure;, relief-to the tax-payers and relief to the °

'Government ¢f India from the payment of a certain amount, and otherwise to enable.
the Governjnent of- India to make use of fundsfor tire purpose.of ameliorating the.
condition of Her Majesty’s subjécts.” Let the army be kept here as:a reserve force *
apd'lét them bSused elsawhers for the entire British Empire, whenever:oceasion may»
require. “India is poor and caninot” béat this burden. Perhdpd; this'too may be- con::
sidered 48 a mabter of controversy, : It'is nof an adriitted: fact: " There are-some.
péoplé’who find prosperity in‘every créek and corner of India. We Indians, however;:
do not admitit. We have been crying and ' erying and calling out that Indiais poor.
At present there is no room for doubting the fact; even the Government has conceded
%0 a certain extent the proposition that India is poor. Agricultural indebtedness is
admitted and what does that mean? Seventy per cent represents the agricultural
population of India (kear, hewr). In that case 10 per cent. of the people are poor and
the Government of India is now bent upon improving the condition of these agricul-
dural people, The Government of Indiais undoubtedly seriously anxious to improve
the condition of these agricultural people, and is also bent upon improving. works of
industrial art. I may mention in passing here that the Government of India, rather
His Excellency the Viceroy, is serious and earnestin his expressions, and I may
inform you, Sir, that, unasked, the Government of India has contributed Rs. 2,000 to
one industrial school in Rajshahi in Bengal (kear, hear). That shows that His Excel-
lency is in earnest in this respect. We can therfore very fairly hope that His Excel-
lency would also support us in this resalution of ours. We can fairly calculate upon
shat. We would not be indulging in dreams. We can fairly reckon on the sympathy
of the British Gavernment in respect of the object of this resolution. With these
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MR, PATVARDHAN (Poona) :—MR. PRESIDENT,—1 have much pleasure in supporting:
the proposition which has been so eloquently moved and placed before you for you

acceptance by Miss Garland, and which has been so forcibly seconded by the Honour-

able Babu Baikuntanath Sen. After what these speakers have said on the subject,

very little is left for me to say, but with your permission [ will make a few observa- -

tions. Miss Garland has already told you that, judged by the standard recommended
by the Royal Commission in 1859, the strength of the British troops in India is at
present in excess of the standard by 11,000 troops, costing yearly 1} crore of rupees
Later on, when the Army Commission sat in 1878—it was a commission of experts of
Indian officials—they declared their opinion that the then existing strength of the-
Indian Army was sufficient to meet all the requirements, whether in conndction with
internal agitation or foreign aggression. They stated their opinion that the army
then maintained was sufficient notonly to meet any aggression from Russia alone, but
even with Russia and Afghanistan combined. Notwithstanding this expression of
opinion, and notwithstanding the candid and clear opposition of its own Finance Min-
ister. the Governmentof Lord Dufferinin 1885 decided to add to the strength of the

Indian Army by 80,000 men. Andthis addition,how wasitutilized? Asobserved by Sir ‘

Auckland Colvin, it raised atemptation in the minds of military officials to use this addi-
tion on the frontier simply for the expansion of the British Empire. Recent events have:
also shown that large contingents of Indian troops could be spared for service outside
India, and if these troops could be withdrawn from India, they should be treated as re-
serve located in Indiafor Imperial purposes. Untillast year we demanded a reduction
in the number of the Indian Army. This demand .was opposed by our Anglo-Indian
friends on the ground that it was impractical and inexpedient on political grounds,
Gentlemen, by the change in our "position we disarmed this opposition. We now no
longer ask for a reduction in the number of troops. We do not oppose the location of
troops in India if they are necessary for meeting emergencies in the eastern
What: we ask is that the proportion of forces which is in excess of the real
ments of the country be maintained as an Imperial reserve. It is but just and
fair that the Imperial Parliament should contribute towards its cost, that poor India
should not be saddled with this extra burden. We urge this with all earnest-
ness especially in view of the ever-increasing poverty of India, the devastation
made by the last famine and pestilence, and in view of the numerous reforms-
for which we bave been crying year after year but crying in vain (hear h;m
In view of the facts that have been detailed to you by the previous s " ke:).
it would not be unreasonable to ask that the cost of 20,000 Bfitislfeg‘ 8,
should be included in the English estimate and be borne by the F trpops
chequer. Do .you know what this cost comes to? It comes to about 8 eremn exf-
rupees ;and if this sum were set free and placed at our dispo;' 8al *ﬁat’ms’ °t
gain it would be in carrying out reforms in connection with the ihte’r mgte;
ministration for which we have pressed year after year. It will mea :h '
immediate separation of the executive and judicial functions v g
better manned and more efficient Police. It will mean larger g
tion, and other departments which have been more or
funds. With these few observations I.commend this pr
tance (cheers).

Hart Ram PANDAY (dlmora) in supporting the resolution said in Urdy -
The resolution which I rise to support has been full s . C
Y explained 3
proposer and the seconder. I have ouly to explain it in Urlc)iu t:;dln i?(:lghsh by the
more reasons in support of it. The European army in I : g1ve one or two

. ndia numb .
number is far too large is proved by the fact that the number wase ::3{10012. 'I,‘h&‘f this.
of greater danger to India. When we have peace reigning in this land we cert:i:; ;:)n:li:.

need 20,000 more English soldiers to maintuin it, Th e Lo 0

is a partof the vast British empire, and it must havzz,?ga;"z:fza:clg: lsfthab India
troops ready for service elsewhere. Butwe beg to say.tha if that best(})l European.
additional soldiers should be maintained at the cost of England, not of T e need, the.
it comes to the question of contributing towards the mai » 0% of India. When
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rants on educa.
less starved for want of

oposition for your accep-

. It will mean g

ntenance of the Prestige of the.

[ 55 ]

Brtitish empire, that part of it should pay for that maintenance which is best able to
do 80, and not a famine-stricken dependency such as India is.

The fact that the additional 20,000 are not needed in India is proved by the fact
that 11,000 have lately been sent to the Transvaal. When the Hon’ble Mr. Chitnavis
asked of His Excellency the Viceroy, during the course of the debate in the Imperial
Legislative Council in March 1899, whether His Excellency would be pleased to reduce
the English Army in India, the answer given was rather curt, and it was remarked by
His Excellency himself that during his Viceroyalty not a single English soldier would
be reduced. By a strange irony of fate 11,000 English troops were withdrawn from
India not long after that remark from His Excellency. The peace of India has not a
whit been affected by this withdrawal and should even this number be permanently
taken off from us, we shall be much better off. The proposer of the resolution has
shown that the cost of maintaining this large body of troops is about 1} crores, and
what relief would the reduction of this burden be to us can well be imagined (cheers).

PANDIT GYANAESHAWAR 8HASTRI (Lucknow), in supporting the resolution,
said in Hindi:— . ,

MER. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN,—The resolution I am called on to support
relates to a question which concerns the well-being of our country as & whole. The
fact that it is proposed by Miss Garland (cheers) who has come all the way from Eng-
land to attend the present session of the Indian National Congressas a representa-

. tive of the British Committee adds to its importance. Gentlemen, the resolution asks

for reduction of military -expenditure by transferring the costof maintaining 20,000
English soldiers from the Indian to the British treasury. Gentlemen, India is a very
poor country; and for it the burden of maintaining sucha large body of European
troops is unbearable. We, of course, admit that the defence of a country depends very
much on its standing Army, and that a large body of British troops should be ready
at hand for the security ofthis vast empire. But what we humbly urgeis that,
keeping in view the poverty of the people, there should only be as many troops here
as are strictly necessary for its security and peace. When the Government despatch-
ed 10,000 British soldiers out of India for active service in the Transvaal, it must have
considered the remaining troops to be enough for the security of the impire. This
shows that the Army in India is more than is necessary for its requirements. There:
fore I say that, if it is thought necessary to maintain a force beyond the require-
ments, let it be'maintained by the British exchequer. No body would object to the lo-
cation of British troops in India to serve as a reserve force for the whole'of the
Hritish empire, but we should not be burdened with the cost fo the extrs army.

Gentlemen, we are fortunate in being the subjects of Hetr Most Graciows
Mijdsty, the Rajaishwari Maharani Victoria (cheers), under ‘whose just and ‘benigi
Govetnment every iian can freely give expression to his views and aspirations dnd
niay also hope to attain them, if they are just, honest and reasonable. And, gentle-
men, it is this belief which emboldens us'to represent our wants to the Government,
for it is by ventilating them that we ¢an ever hope to realize them. We are to thank
God that we are not under the tyrannical rule of Russia (ceers), under whose ad min-
istration no one could dare utter even a single word on the political questions of
the day. I am certain that our anti-Congress brethren will have no objection to this
resolution, for the money thus saved will not be given to the Congresswallas (laughs
ter), but will be applied for the good and benefit of the people of India. With these
few remarks I beg to second this resolution, and hope that you will be good enough to
Carry it unanim‘ously (chceers).

The resolution was put to vote and carried unanimously.

THE PRESIDENT :— We will now adjourn for half an hour.

The Congress re-assembled at 4.30 P, M. _ -

- THE PRESIDENT :—I now call upon Mr; D, E. Wacha to move the next resolution.

D.E. WacHA (Bombay).—Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen —I beg to propose

the following resolution:-- ,

* Resolution 1V.—(a) That having regard to the fact that the principal cguse of the
loss by Exchange is the steady growth of demand on the Indian Exchequer for ex-
penditure in England, this Congress regrets the introduction of a gold standard in
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Sceond:  erately chose to introduce into the country a gold currency against popular wishes,
Dar- and here is the result of its impolicy. :

Moreover, limping and halting as this currency is, it remains to be seen, how

of the people? I daresay gold will flow in and that foreign exploiters in large num: ‘Sexond
bers will locust-like spread over the land and eat its fat and marrow. But how will Day.
the people be benefited ? The protits will be swept away elsewhere; and when the My D, B

. time comes, the capital itself will be withdrawn. Indigenous wealth alone can be Wacha
\ven with i ~eserv is goi the yellow metal in the \ ’ p . ] ) y
T even with its gold reserve the Government is going to keep ye fruitful. That capital only will increase further capital. The process may be slow _ =—

nS . country. The question asked everywhere, specially by bankers and merchants, is : . » ! _ ' ) . ’ " RESOLIL
H'li'ls(?ti‘U firstly ywhetherqgold wiil be retaiged in t,hep couany.y Secondly, if retained, how butit will be sure. There will be no tear of such wealth being drained away. It will “pion.
)

1v. be the permanent wealth of the country. You have only to bear in mind our cotton Iv.

R much of it may go in circulation and how much of it may be hoarded? India, accor and Sut o i i . . . P ) . AT
The Indisn ing to all state officials, is said to have vast heaps of hoarded gold? Is it likely Jjute factories, our other small and large industries which have been fostered bY py.Tndisn

Mr._I)—. E.
Wacha.

Currency that such a country will refuse tohoard a larger quantity of gold, best in coins or in
other form, when gold flows in freely as is fondly expected? Is it atall unlikely that no
sooner it flows in than it will be hoarded ? Will not the people exchange the hoarded
rupees for gold coins,and will they not go on continuing that process, while demand-
ing more and more of rupees for ordinary purposes, specially with increasing popu-
lation? If even such a wealthy country as the United States, with all elements1n
its favour, and with no ceaseless drain on the annual national wealth, as is the case
with India, is often unable to retain gold, is it possible that this country, which is a
debtor country, will be able to retain gold?

Rightly understood, the problem means that the use of gold should be avoided, -

and the metal which is most suitable, and which had greatly augmented India’s pros-

perity, should be extensively utilised. The Government from the very first commit-

ted two huge fallacies: (1) that the rupee had fallen in value, and (Z) that the curren-

cy was redundant. It fondly imagined that by linking India’s currency system with

that of England it would stimulate the flow of gold into this country. That is the

delusion and I regret to have to observe that the latest sharer in that delusion is our

Viceroy. Inwinding up the debate on the gold currency in September last, Lord Cur-

zon, with a strange infatuation, partly inspired no doubt by the surrounding bureau-
cracy, which fattens on exchange compensation allowance, and partly by his own too-
imperfect acquaintance with this most intricate subject (helr, hear), pictured to us in

magniloquent words, of which he is such a master, the bright visions which his cur-

rency measure would enable the people to realise. India would become rich beyond

the dreams of avarice (laughter). 1t has only to establish a stable currency and gold

will flow in millions from all gold-producing countries without stint to fertilise this.
poverty-stricken land and make every raiyel in the country prosperous, not to say

aught of the happiness of those semi-starved, numbering some fifty millions, who now
go year in and year out without one full meal a day (hear, hear). Let us all entertain
the hope that this sanguine expectation of our golden visioned Viceroy may be real-
ised ; and that before he lays down his exalted office four years hence, he may have the-
satisfaction to see this land of perpetual misery and discontent converted into an
Eldorado, bringing contentment and happiness at every door (laughter).

Meanwhile it may be asked whether it is true that a country’s true property may
be tested by the amount of the gold that may flow in it ? In that case India is already
rich? For have not officials told us, from Mr. O’Conor and Mr. Harrison down.
wards, that it possesses vast amounfs of hoarded gold. That India is an open
seasame before which the mines of Witwaterstrand would pale their auriferous lustre?
(laughter). This is a new economic theory we have learned from our rulers. We have:

simply to import gold from foreign parts and we shall be rich. The gold *will open up-’

the country still requiring development. It will enable new industries to rise in
our midst. It will afford bread to millions who are unoccupied now, but it will make-
two blades of corn grow where there grows one now. Gentlemen, I entertained no-
such delusion and I daresay you too do not. For a ‘country’s wealth is not mea:
sured by such a fact. Isit measured by the surplus of the annual produce raised, af-
ter consuming what is necessary? What is the phenomenon in India? Tested by’
the fundamental axiom of the economists, is India raising a surplas? and if s0
does it retain it? I do mot want for the answer, because we already know the-
ceaseless drain of the little surplus that remains to parts whence it never returns!
As 1 remarked last year, the root of all India’s poverty is this ceaseless drain of the
national wealth. It is this which demands the export of over 80 to 40 millions
of its produce which should properly remain in the country to fructify in the pocket$:

~ commodity and is sold many percentages cheaper than it used to be before that mea-

indigenous capital multiplied and developed to understand this problem of national
wealth, and its fructification in the country to which it is indigenous. All that foreign
capital will do will be to give employments to an insignificant percentage of the
vast population which hardly earns an anna per day. Beyond this I do not see what
benefit Indians will derive. '

Again, it is a moot question whether India offers, as many imagine, an unlimited
and exteunsive field for investments by foreign capitalists, be it in silver or gold. What
these will first ask, before bringing that capital here, is, whether there is a large field
for profitable investment ? In my opinion it is a fallacious cry, this whole question
of exchange and reform of currency. I may inform you that there are countries
where the existence of a forced paper currency and heavy indebtedness bave not
prevented the flow of gold, and there are countries where, with almost all
the economic conditions of India, prosperity prevails, in spite of foreign indebtend-
ness. Take Argentina; who is unaware of the depression of exchange there?
Who is' unaware of the insolvency of that headlong state? .But have their circum-
stances, combined with a priced paper currency, seriously hindered the outflow
of millions upon millions of British capital? Now take the case of Mexico. . I
will refer to an able letter from a correspondent which appeared in the Statist
of 30th September last. In 1893 it was proposed to President Duz, a far-seeing
statesman (and I wish we had one like him at our finance helm), that Mexico
should adopt a gold standard or effect some composition in respect of gold liabilities.
He had, however, the courage to refuse to entertain the proposal. The correspondent
there observes: ‘“The result has more than justified his action, for the increase
in the trade and prosperity of Mexico, on a silver basis, has been since 1893 truly re-
markable as the following figures will show, which figures areall the more extraordin.
ary as they are stated not in Mexican currency but in true sterling.*’

Imports, Ezports. Hecess.
£ £ ) . £ '
1894 6,043,790 ' 8,766,883 - 2,722,508
1895 7,249,009 11,298,898 4,049,389
1896 9,395,547 11,746,999 2,851,452
1897 7,841,148 . 12,875,690 5,084,447
1898 9,121,610 13,871,513 4,749,703

These figures arean eloquent testirnony of what Mexico has been able to achieve
during the very years in which, panic-stricken, the Government of India ° closed the
mints,’ thegyear of unstable exchange. Had there been the same resolution which
Presedent Duz displayed during a very trying time, India might have heen saved all
the mischief which has been witnessed since “that crime’ of 26th June 1898 was
enacted. . ' v

Coming. to the second partof the resolution, it may be observed that the evils
which are certain to arise from the operations of the new measure are manifest and
need no exposition from me. In my observations from the platform last year I had
referred to them. But it may be just us well to restate themin a different form. The
evilsare to the producers in the first instance. I will explain how the Rupee works.
I need hardly inform you that the true Rupee is a Rupee of 180 grains of standard
silvet at its market value, with 4 graius for mintage. The bullion value of the silver
has greatly fallen owing to the closure of the mints. In other words, silver is nowa

b
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ting loss by exchange, and is of opinion that the new measurs is calculated to inérease
the gold obligations of India. o S

. (b) That this Congress is further of opinion that the ,"decision accbpted, bythe ‘
Government will in effect add to the indebtedness of the poorer classes inIndia, -

depreciate the value of their savings in the shape of silver o1naments, and virfually
add to their rents and taxes. ' o

(¢) - That this Congress is further of opinion that the decision é,ocepted by the
Government is likely to be prejudicial to the indigenous manufactures of the country.
- - The subject of currency reform is not a new one to you. ' This is the feurth
time that it" is ~being discussed from the Congress platform.. It was ini 1892
that I first moved : a.resolution on the closure of the mints, which-was . then
" nminently - pendingi Seven years have rolled: by since that .occdsion at.the
Hahabad: Congress.” But that period has witnessed most far-reaching changes
r:the commerce and - industry of the country and  the economic: condition of
1e poorest masses. The currency measures of the Government .ha.ve_from i the
ery outset met with -universal opposition from the people. As = have:said
verand over again, the cry for a gold currency is the cry of the official, elasses
'ho wanted their exchange compensation allowance, and of a.handful of, inter.
sted foreign traders. There was nothing the matter with-the silver currency, which
‘a8 admitted on all hands to be most suitable and convenient for the masses
nd, therefore, from the point of view of the economist, a most -sound one,- .Bu{;
need not detain you at this late hour, with a heavy  agenda still to be disposed
t during the two following days, with a narration of accomplished facts which are
. history, though a most unsatisfactory history, in Indian finance and econemics
L is unsatisfactory because, from the very outset, the Government took AN un.
gtatesmanlike and unpopuglar view of the so-called . ‘“low exchange.” .. It . .erred
in its policy of currency reform from the beginning, and it may be justly said’ to have
erred to the end of the chapter. In short, it is a chapter of a series Qf‘iblundefn‘s fﬁhich
would never have been tolerated in any. other part of the. civilised. world. (]zear, hear)
What those errors were, I pointed out last year. Since then the -Oﬂrrenéy o 01;£1i1' £
has made its report and the Secretary of State has adopted its fe‘c})mmend t} tee
These, ip turn; have been light-heartedly accepted by the Govern ment of Ind'a lon_s(i
formed the .sgbject(pfiegislp,uiou e other day at-Simla. Thely test-hostrlxx o 13, -an
$he law.of the-lgnd;. . Fhe recommendations, however,;Werediscou'l"rté(} long béf‘ls,mow
Currency. Committee drew. up its reports . Almost the,.»entifea‘baﬁking ﬁd? ; Qm‘th?
porld of Indis, and the most-exnerienced bankeys.and morchami o ke e ol
forecast, with, porfect accuracy what,they, would.be spon after the frar it P
the sittings of the Committes was coucluded. . Just as-Lord. He
registered thé foregone conglusion of the Government of India abo
mints, .the: Committee,. the official Committee almost, I may say, of which' &
Henry Fowler was the President, registered the. previons . detormination ‘}bf“" t,l:r
Indien Government and the Secretary of State touching the .introduction of. G 1§
Currency into India. It was a lucky incident that the severé faﬁl'ine ‘of 1:8960 ‘
came to the help of the Government to improve exchange, But all the abp. o
-elements which contributed to a rise in exchange in 1897-98 had not djsa e
ithe time that the Committee reported. Thus, it enabled that bhod tOPPeared by
.the delusion that an exchange of sixteen pence per rupee woul y indulge in
be maintained. While the Secretary of State was endorsine
fear was entertained of the monsoon of 1899, Subseqﬁz
fear. Famine, of greater intensity than that of 1896.97
land. In fact it was almost synchronous with ‘the“laté
which the resolution I have read to you refers,

.elements which for a time kept exchange steady at 16 :

.They will continue to be active factors for another yyea.r oI:'e I;;?ohwjg;?tx: lsappe.a, re(}.
gives the Government providential opportunity to proclaim that "s 0t meanwhile it
,the peritricious elements have brought into play acl

rschell’s Committee
ut the clogure of the

the opinion, the greatest
nt events confirmed the
has again overtaken the
8t currency legislation to
Practically, then, the abnormal

in the mechanism of money and
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exchange (kear, hear). Whether, when the normal state of conditions has been re-estab-
' lished, this stability will be maintained is a moot ‘question. It may or may not. - The
probabilities are for an exchange nearer 15 than 16 pence. But it is just poss1})le 12hat
the measures the Government of India are now taking, under the recent legislation,
to bolster up its artificial currency, may 'have some effect during tl}e process of
return of foreign trade to normal conditions. In other words, all will depend on
the future of Indian exports. It should, however, be remembered that expenencc.ad
merchants, connected with the Indian trade, on the board of the Currency Commit-

tee, have recorded a minute of dissent observing that an exchange of 15 pence would

be nearer the natural line than one of 16 pence.

But to return to the recommendations of the Committee. Though it form.ulaﬁ;es
the foregone conclusion that the effective establishmert of a gold sta.nda.rd is “of
paramount importance to the material interests of India,” it adds an important
proviso which declares that the Government of India should take steps ‘ to hlfsband
the resources at their command, and exercise a resolute economy and restrlct' the
growth of gold obligations.” It will be thus perceived that the Fowler Co.mlfn'tt.;ee
agrees with the Congress in thinking that a limit to the country’s growing lxabﬂ{t}es

" in gold, to which I referred at the last Congress, is of paramount importance if stability
to exchange is at all to be ensured. Otherwise, the whole expenditure and resources
of the state on its new nostrum will be almost akin to the rolling of the stone of

. Isyphus (hear, hear).

Coming to what they call “an effective gold standard,” the law for the present
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says nothing as to what should constitute a legal tender for rupees. The rupee cur-

rency, as you all know, is, technically, a huge token currency. It 1s oljﬁcia,lly declared
that “existing conditions of India do not warrant the imposition of &limit on the amount
for which they should contribute a legal tender ; indeed, for some time to come no such
limitation can be contemplated.” Itis clear from the extract just quoted that the
Government realises at the very outset of its new enterprise in currency reform the
practical difficulties it has to overcome to get rid of the rupee token currency. The
difficulties are many and may a appsal the boldest and soundest currency reformer.
How can the vast internal trade of the country be carried out withouta silver currency
vgrhich shall be an illimitable legal tender, is the problem—itis the pons asinorum which
'0}114 financial authorities at head-quarters will have to cross before they can witha cl?a.r
consciencéand courage proclaim that they have been able to establish an effective
gold standard. This is the most valuable part of the new measure. It is its weakest

point. In fact Mr. Dawkins, as & practical financier, was quick to pefceive it.  Hence

that statement the other day inthe Supreme Liegislative Council at Simla, that the :

Government was not “hostile” to rupees, which must remain the internal currency
for all intents and purposes. Butif so, may we not ask whe%'e was the -gooai to intro-
«duce a gold currency. Practically, the Government has here.mdlrectly acknowledged
that itis not possible to do without the silver cur?ency, which has been the natural
.currency for so many years past (hear, hear). 1tis meet that the Congress should

take note of this important fact. . .
Lastly, the State declares that though Government will receive gold and pay out

rupees, it will not exchange gold for rupees. Here again is another valuable point. To
~declare; that gold will be as easily exchangable as rupees would be to toll the death+

knell of its favourite measure. The Government is conscious of its own feebleness in

‘this particular matger. It has not the strength to exchange gold for rupees. I.t.
may try to have a gold reserve. Ithas alréady accumulated about 7 crores. And it

may accumulate even. double that sum. But that may not suffice. It W;ould d@mand
perhaps twice and thrice fifteen crores before it can command -public confidence

' inits gold currency andput it on a sound and stable footing. And so long as it cannot

inspire that confidence in the public, the present measure must be considered halting,
Practically we have what may be called a limpiug currency. And T need not tarry to
inform you of the opinions of bankers and merchants, let alone economists, as to the

-effects of such g currency. No strong Government which is desirous to be financially .

%
-gound, can for any length of time have such a currency. But the Government delib-
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when the Government of India had approached them through the Secretary of State.  Second
The force of the argument urged by the Treasury bas not in any way. been expended p™ g °
by the lapse of years. On the contrary, it has beea greatly emphasised. Said the Wacha. .
Lord of the Treasury : ¢ Generally the object of such Governments (referring to —
Governments with depreciated currency) has been to diminish the amount they have ‘

1o pay to their creditors. In the present case, the object of the Indian Government ap-

pears to be to increase the amount they have to receive from their tax-payers. My

Lords fail to see any real difference inthe character of the two transactious ;” and

5‘;:;‘ sure was introduced into this country. The market value, therefore, of the 180‘ grains
——.  ofsilver contained in the Rupee is considerably less. Say, for instance, that if the
Mr. D. E. silver in the Rupee was originally worth 14 annas, it is worth about 9 or 10 annas now.
‘Wacha. Therefore it is really a depreciated Rupee. Itisthe current coin of the realm—the
RIEQCTL-U- coip which the vast mass of the population require for daily use. But the closure of
TION,  mints has had this effect. That owing toits divorce from bullion, for purposes of
I_V' the State, it is artificially given a value which it will not fetch in the market. Itis made
The Indian to serve as an equivalent of sixteen pence in the Rupee, when it is really not worth ten

urrency  or eleven pence. This therefore, so far as the public is concerned, is a dishonest

Rupee. Or, speaking in a popular way, we may say that one and half of the honest
Rupee is egual to.one of the dishonest. What is the significance of such a condition
of the Rupee in the domestic economy of the people. This only. That it is practically
an additional, though indirect, taxation levied by the State on the people. I need not
inform you that the majority of the population, say, 70 per cent., sre producers
These producers mostly have to meet the fixed demand of the state for land revenue
assessments. That demand has now to be satisfied in the appreciated Rupee artifi-
cially fixed upon by the State. To the extent that he pays his dues in that currency.
he is overtaxed. The number of Rupees is the same, but he has to count them atz;
higher value arbitrarily fixed. To that extent it is tantamount to an enhancement of
his assessment, and therefore an additional taxation imposed upon him. While this is
the state of affairs, what is his income? The result of the artificially-managed Rupeé,
is a fall in the price of his produce. The same quantity of produce which gave him
say, a hundred Rupees before, gives him now only sixty to seventy Rupees. Thus lhi;
income is diminished. On the one hand, he has to pay indirect taxation by way'of
land rent ; on the other, he has to be content with diminished receipts for his produce.
The producer accordingly suffers both ways. You have to conceive the injury
done. It is mathematically demonstrated that this artificial or dishonest Rupee
~ has practically crippled his originally meagre resources. It means that in fu-
ture he must more and more depend on his money-lender. But, as I am now re-
ferring to the money-lender, I may just as well say that just as the producer is
_obliged to meet his State obligations in the enhanced Rupee, so he hag to meet h"ks
iabilities to the money-lender in the same coin. That involves another hard h»,l
~Both rent and debts have to be paid in the enhanced Rupee, To that extr tst;]?.
riuyat is poorer thyn hefore. So great an authority as Mr. Stephen Ruli wh.en li
trade with Irgdig\n produce entitles him to speak with confidence on sucix 0se vast
observed in his'evidence before the Currency Committee (Question 6137 : SUb!ec.t g
practically ataX on industry. It checks cultivation. Other witnesses ) tibat oy
Steel, Sip:Forbes Adam and others, described at length, from their intiz{; zlm h as Mr.
ance with the trade of India and the producers, the evils of this a-rtiﬁci:He acquamf;i
Rupee. All were in favor of the re-opening of the mints and everred that t{)'mana,ge
_ccondition threatens to check India’s prosperity. d that the present

Apart from the producers there is a large section of th
-small savings consist of silver trinkets, When we take thei
sideration, no doubt it comes to millions of Rupees. But w
by the number of the population, the quotient is indeed v
significant sum of 5 to Bannas per head! This is the sa
period of fifty years! Now the silver of these was N
bazaar the rate of a Rupee per tola, What is the p:izggffl t:;(’lg flold?t Ia,ny time in the
yord 10 or 11 annas per tola. Sothat practically there is g loss (?fw .f, 1 b Joes not b
A silver trinket, say, a bangle worth 10 Rupees before the clo‘sure z;thegst. ﬁve.a,nna.s‘
worth only 6} Rupees. Inreality, by one cruel stroke of the penof romets, 18 HOW
the silver value of the hoardings of the masses hag been dirzlilr.cli]rrency quack;ﬂ,
per cent! Is that no injury to the poorest? These and other esgis ed by 40 to >
mischief rendered to indigenous industries, have been well bronght o st, as 1v;vell as the
which our President so ably gave before the Curreney Co :1:1 mitt::, in At e evlden(l:;
‘exhort delegates to study it if they care tolearn to the fullest e e. r}x)d I wou "
the artiﬁcia.lly-mapqged State currency has introduced into the count:,nlsc ilef. W,hl(;
quote hére what the Lords of the British Treasury thought of the p 1{) p 0~alv?1111 1(!)31’17 g’

’

€ poorer population whose
raggregate value into con-
hen we divide these millions
ery small, It Cor%es to an in-
ving in silver hoarded over a

again, * This relief will be given at the expense of the Indian tax-payer, and with the
‘effect of increasing every debt or fixed payment in India, including debts due by
raiyats to money-lenders.” I think I have now sufficiently described.to you the
.economic evils certain to arise from the new measure of currency. It is to be hoped
that, therefore, the Government will soon see its way to retrace its steps. In such a
.course alone lies the future prosperity of the country, already retarded and grievously
injured. Speaking as I do in this place, I am confident that the. operations of the Act
must force the Government sooner or later to revert to the old currency, which was
suited tothe country, and which, according to the testimony of almost all experts,
had, despite the fall in the value of silver measured by gold, induced the greatest
prosperity in theland and stimulated and developed industries. There isa ray of hope
that the step may be taken. Inhis speech in the Viceregal Legislative Council in Sepa
tember last, Mr. Dawkins observed that the Government would not fail to consider at a
future time any well-considered proposal which may have the effect of rebabilitating
silver and restoring the Rupee. Let us all hope that such may be the case. With these,
observations I commend the resolution to your approval (applause). '

MR. RAMESWAMI (Madras):—MR. PRESIDENT, BroTHER- DELEGATES, LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN,—I beg to second the resolution which has been ably put before yon, and
in doing so, I wish to survey in brief the present situation. ’

" Time was in the first part of the century when one could purchase a sovereign
for 8 Rupees. But on account of various reasons, such as the adoption of a gold
instead of asilver standard by various countries as Franceand Germany, and the over-
production of silver in the world’s mines, the value of silver fell in relation to gold and
other substances and the consequence was that the Rupee also fell in value. This has
been for a long time the exchange difficulty: of the Government of India and furnished
a pretext for saying that the budgets of deficiency are due to the fall in exchange
which was beyond their control. But it was conclusively shown by the Honourable
Mr. Playfair and other able writers. on the subject that their real difficulty is not
exchange but the increase in the gold debts of the Indian Government, or what are
«called the Home Charges. Mr. Mountgomery Martin, writing in 1838 about the then
annual drain —about a tenth of what it is now—said,* So constant and accumulative a
drain, even in England, would soon impoverish her.” , ) i

The Govbrnment sought for a remedy. The proposal of closing the mints to silver
was first made in 1878 by the Bengal Chamber:of Commerce, but was rejected when
8ir John Strachey said a sound system of currency must be automatic and. self-regul-
ting. A second a.ttempf by the Government was rejected by the Lords of the Trea-
‘sury at home. The only attempt to arrive at an international agreement was made, at
‘the instance of America, at the Brussels Conference, which, however, failed on
account of the monometallic inclination of England. Lord Herschell’'s Committee was
then appointed and the result was the coming legislation of 1893, the crime of J une 261.;h;
"The rupee rose in value but the metal silver remained in value as before. This artifi-

© cialdivoree of the metal from the coin depreciated the savings of the Indians in silver,

which are now worth less in rupees, and the tax-payer has to part with more of his
produce to obtain a certain numbéer of rupees. The legislation of 1893 was only t.en.ta,-
tive. The Fowler Committee was then appointed and it recommended the adoption
of a gold standard without mutual convertibility, and this emphasised and permanent.

* ly fixed the gold obligations of India. Our distinguished President brought this to

the notice of the Committee, but was not answered, except perhaps in a feeble article

by the Barl of Northbrook in the National "Review. Another consequence is that
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Indian trade, especially the mill industry, has suffered on account of the advantage-
given to silver-using countries when the coin maintained its natural value, What we
advocate is to go to the root of the evil by lessening the Home Charges themselves.

In this connection, you Sir, Mr. President, who stand as a pillar of strength to
the Indian nation, and whose valuable services in England, in the press and on the
platform for our cause cannot be sufficiently praised, deign to accept the warm tribute-
of love, respect and admiration from one who, though an humble and unknown unit
amidst the teeming millions of India, had yet been for many years a silent worshipper
of your unseen personality in the shrine of his heart.

BABU SiTARAM SETH (Sitapur) supported the resolution in Urdu.

The resolution was put to the vote and carried unanimously.

THE PRESIDENT:—I will now ask Dr. Nilratan Sarkarto move the next resolution.

DR. NILRATAN SARKAR (Bengal) :—Mr. PRESIDENT, The resolution runs as fol--
lows: — :

Resolution V. —That this Congress is of opinion that the union of the military and
civil medical services is extravagant, inconvenient and prejudical to the interests of’
the Government as well as of the people, and strongly urges the necessity for the-
separation of the two services by the creation of a distinet Civil Medical Department
recruited by open simultaneous competition in England and India. .

Our contention, gentlemen, is very humble and simple, We hold that in the.

Civil Department of medical education, of sanitation, of scientific research and

medical relief, much more efficient work than you obtain at present may be ex-.
pected at a lower cost, if the reforms advocated in this scheme be adopted. Our
views have been endorsed by high medical authorities both in England and Ingia..
At the last annual meeting of the British Medical Association held at Potsdam, a
similar resolution was about to be passed but lost by two votes. We expect better
luck next time. Dr. Harvey, our Surgeon-General, who was present at the meeting
denied that there was any monopoly, and that in'a way supports our contentionj~
Now, while denying that there was any monopoly, he said that the Government of’
India, while filling up vacancies in this Department from the ranks of the military
services, were always inclined to utilise the services of specialists when an occasion
presented itself. He supported his contention by referring to the appointment of Mr
Hankin as Bacteriologist to the Government of India, who was not only not a militar);
man but even not a medical man. Now, gentlemen, his words are very re-assuring in--
deed. A case in point is about to arise in the next two or three months, In Calcutta
the chair of Physiology will become vacant. There are at the present moment two-
Indian gentlemen who are quite worthy to fill this appointment. One is Dr Rama
Row who is holding a subordinate appointment in Bombay, )
man who is now holding a similar appointment in Cardiff as
and officiating for Dr. Haycroft. I hope that Dr. Harvey will give another oceasio
to thank him when the occasion presents itself. This, Sir, I must say : the interestn
of economy and the efficiency of service are often disregarded in the matter of th'5~
appointment. Iknow in the Presidency College of Calcutta there are two Chemi is
one drawing a pay of Rs 800, another Rs 400 a month. Both of these ent}nlsts’.
are experts whose reputation has reached outside the limits of India, in fagt E::) ;I;
’

and England. In asister college, I mean the Medical College. a «imi :

is held by a military medical man whose researches in Cheii;;;m;ﬂil;lgpomtment.
not yet seen thelightof day, but whose researches in the field of Bu;lhis tic a::g’ I;ave
(voices ““shame”’), as well as in the most intricate question of the scientific debat ae(; (;iy
Bengal frontier, are very much appreciated (laughter). These are SUb'ecte of e
commission to investigate. Gentlemen, I donot wang to detain Jon & n] fs %r a
I am glad the Government also endorses our view to some extent, Th}; G‘:"t er.
ment of India have, during the last two or three years, thrown op;sn six overn-
higher appointments of Civil Surgeoncies to members of the Subordinateoé seven
From the point of view of Assistant Surgeons we have to thank the Gover erv;ce%
India heartily. From the point of view of medical reforms, so far as the qu::tli‘:)lxll gf

and another is g gentle--
professor of Physiology
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medical reforms is concerned, I ‘must say it is only a measure, it is only a pa.tf.h-
work. It is only a total adoption of the scheme which islaid down in this resolution
that can prevent the interests of higher medical education, of scientific researcp, a}ld
of sanitation and medical relief from beify sacrificed at the alter of service-prejudice
and vested ‘interests. With these remarks I commend the resolution to you.

DR. T. N. NAIR (Madars) :—GENTLEMEN,—A¢t this late hour of the. day, I do not
mean to advance any argument in support of this proposition. Wehave argued, and
argued successfully, for a number of years and even some of our most bitter
opponents have been partially converted to our view. The defence of Surgeon-
General Harvey at Portsmouth of the present system was not a real defence at all.
He made out that there was no monopoly by the Indian Medical Service people, and
not only instanced Dr. Hankin, but he has also brought out two other instances which
were equally ineffectual. One was the instance of Dr. Haffkine, Plague Specialist,
and the other curiously enough was Dr. Bahadurji himself. We all know that Dr.
Bahaduriji never held an appointment which was reserved for the Indian Medical
people. We all know that Professor Haffkine was broughtin because there was noIndian
Medical Officer who could do the work. He has beenbrought in outof sheer necessity.
His pay is defrayed out of plague charges. We cannot say that Professor Haffkine
is filling up a post which is reserved for the Indian Medical people. He is not on the
regular medical establishment in India. It is a.significant fact that the British

. Medical Association rejected the proposition at Portsmouth,  which is a stronghold

ot military people, by a majority ; and I hope that before I again bring.tyis propt.)si-
tion at the next Congress, I may be able to report to you that the British Medical
Association has passed this resol}ltion by a majority. With these remarks I second
the proposition (cheers).

The resolution was carried unanimously.

TuE PrESIDENT :—There is another resolution on the printed list, but we ch.ee}'-
fully postpone this and very respectfully make room for the learned and patriotic
gentleman who is going to address you this evening. The Hon’ble Mr Justice Ranade

is going to address you in this Hall in connection with the Indian Social Conference. :
I have no doubt you will give him a cordial and enthusiastic reception, which his

high talents, his high patriotism, have always secured from you (cheers). This COP'
gress will meet here to-morrow at 12 o’clock. The Subjects Committee will meet in
half an hour in the Reading Room.
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Third Day.

Friday, the 29th December 1899.

I he Congress re-essembled at 12 o’clock noon.

BaBU BANSILAL SINGH :—BROTHER-DELEGATES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—
Messrs. Friend & Co. of Muttra have sent this garland as a present to our illustrious
President, which I have much pleasure in presenting to him on their behalf,

The President was garlanded amidst loud cheers.

THE PRESIDENT :—Before commencing the proceedings, I wish to intimate to you
that T have just received another telegram from one of the most illustrious workers
among us, Raj Deena Krishna Bhai, offering to us his warm sympathy with this Con-
gress movement. I received for this Congress a donation, or rather a gift, from an
Ahmedabad firm, Sorabji Karaka & Co., and with your permission I would read their
letter. They say: “We beg to forward to your address a Railway parcel containing
seventy-seven pairs of dhotiers, the value of which is Rs. 170, and we request that these

dhotiers may be sold and the money credited to the permanent funds of the Congress °

. (cheersj.” 1 have placed this letter befere the leaders of the Congressand they, in con-

Mr.S.V,
Bhate.
RESOLU-
TION.
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veying their thanks to the Company, decided that instead of the dhotiersbeing sold they
should be distributed to the poor and the deserving. _ |

The first business on the list to-day is the constitution. Gentlemen, it has been
decided to give the delegates another period of 24 hours, and therefore after we have
maturely considered ‘the .rules of the constitution and passed them through the
Business Committee, we shall have great pleasure in placing them before you to-
morrow. I shall therefore ask Mr.S. V. Bhate to move the second resolution,

MRr. S V. BHATE (Bombay) :~—The resolution which is placed for accepﬁance runs
as follows: - s

Resolution VI, -That it is the opinion of this Congress that the
in the Foreign Telegraphic Press Messages Bill now pending
Legislative Council is opposed to the policy followed by the British' Government in
India as to the unrestricted dissemination of useful knowledge and informatiox? and
that no adequate necessity is shown toexist for the passing of the proposed me;sﬁrp
in British India. >

The principle which this regulation involves is one the importance of which can
scarcely be overestimated. The mission of the British Government in India is‘ a
very noble and a very exalting one and the specific declarations which have been made

principle embodied
before the Supreme

from time to tjme have shown that that mission is to raise the fallen millions of India to

their own level and to fit them for self-government. The principle involved in t}

Bill which has been for some time past onthe legislative anvilis dis tinet] he
tothe principle which had been consistently followed and acted upon by th
of (udix in the exercise of its legitimate activities for nearly 50 years

that for the firsy time a departure from that policy seems to have fou.n
our rui:rs, The question is why, at this juncture especially,
havi; been departed from in a spirit of levity. You will find that this copyrieht Bill
is & Bil for which no necessity is shown to ‘have existed at all. What I1)sy t};g "

which sccms to have influenced the authorities in the introduction of this‘ y v1efv
inty the Logislative Council of India at this particular juncture. The Siow Smeasule
be no other than that whichaffects the interests, notof the Government of the semst t:)
bat of the Anglo-Indian newspaper press of the country. What is the viewogun ;ﬁ,
view is that in the event of the Vernacular newspaper press ; e
of the: telegrams received by the Anglo-Indian press from th
comnactition that is supposed to exist between the Vernacu

Y antagonistic
e Government
Now we find
d favour with

e foreign parts, then the
lar newspaper press and

EV'S BROCEEDINGS.

that principle should *

beng-allowed the benefit.
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the Anglo-Indian press would cease. Is there any the least ground for believing that Third Day
such a competition exists between the two sections of the press? If you willgo into pe"g y

the matter, you will find that there is not the slightest foundation for the notion that
there is any such competition between these two sections of the press. On the con-
trary, I find that the Vernacular press has its own exclusive sphere of action which is
not reached by the Anglo-Indian press of the country. Why then is this view upper-
most in the thoughts of these people? If you look into the Statement of Objects and
Reasons which is generally appended to every Bill introduced into the Council, you will
tind a very significant statement : that this question has been before the Legislative
Department for more than a decade, and it is for the first time that this question
seems to have been embodied in the shape of this Bill which is now put on the legis-
lative anvil. Now you see thas this intervening time is a very significant fact—that
there was that view which seems to have been urged upon the responsible authorities
of Government. In the beginning the Legislature seems to have given a cold shoulder
to this view and the question seems to have been pigeon-holded for 10 years. Now
that question has been rescued from that place and brought forward in the shape of
this Bill. What strikes every man familiar with India is that kind feeling which
seems to be at the bottom of class legisiation, and the principle that governs the
action of Government in its relations with all its subjects, of whatever race or creed,
inhabiting this empire, is the principle which is distinctly antagonistic to any such
thing as the encouragement of racial animosity and sectional hatred. And yet we find

* that principle is deviated from. For what reason? As I told you, for the supposed

competition between the two sections of the press in India. The policy of the Govern-
ment has been to encourage the native vernacular press because it goes without say-
ing that the vernacular press is the safety valve (hear, hear). 1If it is proved that the
native press is a safety valve, why should sucha step as this be taken in a deliberate
and wanton way to destroy that safety valve? Is there anything in thé vernacular
press of the country to justify the apprehension that such a thing as this class legis-
lation is necessary. Therefore the word ‘‘carefully ”” introduced into the legislation is
that this principle as to the unrestricted dissemination of useful knowledge is a prin-
ciple which has found recognition at the hands of our Government. Times out of
number it has been shown that there is no necessity whatever for any departure from
this principle. Thus you see that the Bill is one which is distinctly antagonistic to the
principle which has been recognised all along. This Bill seems to be a partand parcel
of the policy which is due toa changein the feeling of Government towards us. Whether
thatis altogether justifiable or not is not a question that I have to deal with. The
fact remains that there is a change of feeling and this legislation owes its origin to
that change of feeling. 1 would ask you to consider whether this change isin any way
justifiable, and if itis not so, it is our duty to place before Government our deliberate
conviction that the principle as to the unrestricted dissemination of knowledge which
has been acted upon and followed in all its actions hitherto is a principle which may
be usefully followed for years to come, and that any such thing as a departure from
that principle will be fruitful of results which will be anything but desirable. I
am a layman. I understand by copyright—this is the Bill relating to copyright in
telegrams—to be something which protects the production of inventive genius.
What is the originality or the inventive genius in these telegrams? Something takes

. place in a particular part of the globe and that thing on the haphazard chance of being

found acceptable or interesting is wired to us. There can be no such thing as
copyright in them. Even the very name of it seems to be a little open to criticism
With these few observations I would ask you to pass this resolution in order
that our rulers, in the exercise of their legislative powers, may be induced to
re-survey their position and after considering the whole situation, as placed before
them in a dispassionate, unbiassed and calm spirit, consign this Bill to the pigeon-
hole from which it seems to have been unwisely rescued (clheers).
' Hayer RiazuppiN AHMAD (Barcilly) in seconding the resolution in an Urdu
speech said :— ) :

MR. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN;—~The resolution, which I have been called uppn
t0 support, refers to the Press Messages Bill At the instance of a few Anglo-Indisn
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Papers a Bill has been introduced into the Legislative Council, which aims at prevent-

iflg the newspapers from publishing Reuter’s Press Messages within 24 hours of their
first publication in newspapers which subscribe for them.

At a time when so much attention is paid to the encouragment of education itis a
pity that such obstacles should be created. The progress of the Indian Press, ratherits
very existence, depends on the English Press. Native papers are started with a gmall
capital and if the Managers were not actuated with a desire to serve their couhsry,
there would not have been so many papers as we find to-day. Many incidents happen
which deserve immediate notice. How will it be possible to do so after this legislation.

If the Bill, as it stands at present, becomes law it will injure, along with Anglo-

Native papers, several purely Vernacular dailys. Government should either withdraw
the Bill or at least reduce the period of protection.

This Bill has been strenuously opposed by the Bombay Presidericy Association
and stands condemned by all public bodies. As suggested by our President, had there
been Indians in the Executive Council, they would have prevented the introduction
of such a measure into the Legislative Council. As soon as this measure becomes
Law, it will further increase the bitterness and litigation. I hope’ you will
unanimously pass this resolution, as this is one of those resolutions which equally
effect the Hindusv and the Mohomadans. In N.-W., P,, Oudh and the Punjab, the ma-
jority of Urdu papers are owned by Mohomadans whose interest will be rather more
injured, because they start papers without sufficient capital.

Those who allege that the objects of the National Congress are opposed to the

Mohomadan interest should, in the light of this resolution, see whether the National

Congress promotes the general interests of the whole country or those of Hindus
alone (cheers). .

The resolution was put and carried unanimously,
THE HONORABLE BABOO SURENDRA NATH BANNERJI (Calcutta),
was received with loud cheers said :— | .

MR. PRESIDENT, BROTHER-DELEGATES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—I have the
honour to move this resolution:—

who on rising

Resolution VIL.—That this Congress expresses its disap

| - proval of the rectionar
policy, subversive of local self-government, as avidence the

d by the passing of the

: the ] pposition of the pesple of
India, and by the introduction into the Legislative Council of Bombay ofz,esfﬁ?il:r

measure which will have the effect of seriously jeopardising the principle of local
self-government. ‘ .

Sir, when last year we met in Congress in the town of Madras we ?entured
to express the hope that it might be our privilege to associate the name and fame
of Lord Curzon with the reversal of that policy of re

. _ pression and reacti i
i3 now in the ascendant in the Councils of the Empi bt

. re. I cannot say th
hope has been realised. I am bound to say that that hope has not bezn r::lig;Zt

For within the last twelve months we have had two notable illy .
s s st 3
policy of repression in the enactment of the Calcutta Municipal Br?lﬁl(;zsd oifntilﬁz

introduction into the :Legislative Council of Bomba . -

emasculate the principle of local self-government in tst’xeofo :v'n ;nzt;,s%e :vhlch Wl‘ll
{hear, hear). But, Sir, I think I speak the sense of this great Con ress et;n -
of the representatives of educated India, when I say that we disti%lctl » the sense
associate Lord Curzon with that policy which our conscience hag disa roS\’z geclme to.
judgment condemned (hear,hiear). In free and constitutional countrigf thee and .
stands isolated and apart from the conflict of parties ang the bitterness o :Ogel;ngn
which these conflicts awaken. The sovereign belongs to no party, isidentifieq eelings
class interest (hcar,hear), the sovereign stands high : ed with no

: . above all parties S tarri
note of party strife .dqfa‘s not }‘each his ears (cheers). From 111’;.; exa’lt:{dle J::il:izg
animated by that inspiration which such a position cannot fail to impart, he hf))lds the

scales evenly and dispenses impartial justice between man and man and party and

. flerent. As t ; .
ative of the sovereign, he is the fountain of mercy, the repository he represent

of honour, the dis-

¥

~ the guestsof}

penser of justice (kear, hear), but there is also another side to his .cl?a,racter. He is the
first, the most trusted, the highest, the most responsible _,mmlsifer of‘ th_e crown
(cheers), direéting, guiding and controlling the policy of the State, infusing into it a

~ large-hearted benevolence, relaxing the rigour of our cast-iron system, accentuvating,

deepening and strengthening those forces which make for progress and which, thoug:h
their_career might he temporarily arrested, are bound to assert themselves in this
worlf of God’s providence, for all things tend steadily, though slowly, tOW&I:dS the
approximation of that perfection which is the divine ideal (cheers). We recognise the
dual character of the Viceroy as the representative of the sovereign, and also as the

. first minister of the crown. We are fully alive to the peculiarity of the situation.

All the same we decline, distinctly decline on your behalf, to associate him Wiﬂ'l tha!,t
policy which this resolution condemns. For, as the representative of the sovereign, it

will be our*duty later on to approach him for the redress of that grievance of which we -

complain in this resolution. We dissociate him from that policy, we separate the man
from the ruler(kear, hear), the statesman from the politician, for we cannot bring our-
selves to ‘balieve thata ruler so sympathetic in his utterances, so generous, so large-
hearted in his views, so keenly appreciative of the situation, will countenance a policy.
opposed to the best traditions of British rule, repugnant to all that is highest, noblgst
and truest in British statesmanship. For the echoes of his great speech are still ringing
in our ears, that speech’which he delivered to an assembly of the Talugdars of Oudh.
Read that speech, contrast that speech with the policy.. The speech, how nf)ble, howgen-
erous, how sympathetic; the policy,how narrow, how.ilhberz_l.l, hov.v un-Eng_hsh (heqr, heay).
English veracity, said the Viceroy, in language which I hope .Wlu be written upon the
portals of Government House, upon the entrance to the Council Chambers, (kear, hear),
has done more to establish and preserve this Oriental Empire than English. valour

and discipline (cheers). Never were truer things said in more felicitous language and if

English veracity haswon this great Empire for India, migh't we not 1091: confidently
forward for a practical illustration of that principle in the policy (?f the Viceroy (cheers)?
Might we not hope for a reconcilement between principle and p?llcy, and between wo.rd
and action? Might we not confidently look forward to that hlghe‘st form of Ve.ra.clty
which is the crowning glory of statesmanship, which has built, which has consolidated
and which has extended this vast farbric of Imperial sway ? Sir,_ if you will permit
me for one moment as I am on this subject of the Viceroy, I will refer to a local
application of that speech which seems to have a significant be.a,rmg upon tl}e demo.n.
stration which seems to have taken place in this city. The Viceroy dealt with special
emphasis, in that speech addressed to the Taluqdars of Ou‘dh, uponthe len?son, the great
lesson of reconcilation, between those who, on the occasion of the Mutiny, fougpt--c‘n.l
behalf of the British Government and those who took another part. . Now, Sir, in
this historic city, in this home of reconciliation, our hf)sts~for I conceive that Wo are
he whole city, that Lucknow is treating to great act' of hospitality,
that is, Hindus, Mahomedans and even officials, Congre§smen a'nd anti-Congressmen,
b a.re’ a1l the gueSts of them,(cheers)—our hqsts have raised a dlscord'a.nt note, tl‘l}ey‘
have ventured to record a protest against th1§ movement. Iam a.n;uous and willing
to speak of them in terms of the utmost possible respect. I. am prepared to extend
%0 them that courtesy and consideration which they have de’med tous. ButI will 9aY,
this—that it is rather late in the day to record a protest against the movement which.

has now been fifteen years in existence (cheers), to which official recognition has been .

whose undying achievements are written in characters of gold in the
:;iﬁig ;des of modern Indian History (ckzers.). There. never wzlzls a mo;:q
striking personality among the Mahomedans of this geyeratlon 'than the late Sir
Syed Xhmed. Of Sir Syed Ahmed I desire to speak in terms of the greates;t,
admiraion and praise. We worship in opposite temples, we belong to opposing poli,
tical sy‘stems- Whatever our differences might ha,vo: been, they lie entombed in that
grave where remain the illustrious dead (cheers). Sir Syed Ahmed founded a Pat-
riotic Association with a view to oppose the Congress move.ment. He Was supported
by officialand retired Anglo-Indian gentle.men. He‘ha.d.hls;supporte.ls m.E:ngla.nd,,
Despite all his influence, all the official bac.kmg and all the weight o’f his striking per~
sonality, what has become of the Patriotic Asgociation? (laughter) The ways of all,
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thu.lgs of evil is all sham, all show, all impositions, all possibilities of achievements :.
their counterparts inthe eternal verity of things are bound to disappear in this
world of God’s providence (cheers). That is written in the book of Time with the
pencil of the Almighty. One observation I wish to make with reference to ‘the state-
ment which was published authoritatively by the Raja of Mahmoodabad. He is a per-
sonal friend of mine. 1 have the honourof his acquaintance. I have not used the
past tense because I hope he will consider me still a friend. He said that the ®ong-
ress propaganda was a propaganda calculated to spread disaffection among our people
(laughter). Well Sir, if that was the case, we should have been taken under the merciful
protection of the Government long ago, specially after the revision of the sedition law
(cheers). 1 wish to tell the Talugdars of Oudh and all whom it may concern, I wish to re-
mind them of what Sir Antony MacDonnell said (ckeers) with reference to this movement

~ in 1890. He was then Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces. He wagapproach-

ed by the Chairman of our Reception Committee, and the words of Sir Antony Mac-
Donnell were repeated by the Chairman of the Reception Committee in his speech. Sir
Antony MacDonnell said, ‘I will not think worse or better of a.nybbdy for ha.vin

attended the Congress’. Sir, who are the men who are bitterly disloyal,—the me;;g
who say ditto to every measure of Government, who in season and out of season siné-
the praise of Government, who sufferand suffer in silence of bitterness of unknown and
unknowable sorrow, or those who, like myself, give expression, frank expression, to-
our grievances, raise the danger signal and call the attention of Government ,and
press for remedy? Sir, in these days I am perfectly sure the greatest bulwark of
all the Governments, be they indigenous or be they foreign, is the contentment, the
gratitude and the affection of the people (cheers). How is the affection of the p:eople
to pe won except by the removal of grievances, and how are the people to remove their
g:rlevances except by the adoption of constitutional means or the adoption of revolu.
tionary measures. We are the friends of Reform because we are enemies of Revoly-
tion (cheers). We have made our choice, let our enemies make theirs (laughter and
cheers). Do they wish to belong to our camp, or do they wish to belong to the ca, o

revolutionists (kear, kear). Thereis nointermediary step between 1'iieform anglli?()f
volution (ckeers). For you must enlist yourselves under the banner of Reforml -
must take your place behind the standard of Revolt and Revolution (cheer Oli T
certain of this, that if the Congress existed in the early fifties there would h%ve b:;

"no mutiny. I am certain of this for the educated India with all their influence and

with all their knowledge would have enlightened the Government, and 1
have instructed and warned their countrymen and thus they would ha,ve, avert v:;.ozhd
greatest danger of this century. Sir, I am afraid I must beg your pard:n 1 .
making a digression (cries of ““go on,”” “‘go on”). It is unavoidable. The Resolution "
demns only the:system. The Resolution condemns the Municipal Bill of Calcutt 0011&
also the Bombay Municipal Bill as being opposed to the principle of local sel? an'
ernment. Sir, local self-government is the gift of our rulers, butit is in -gt;(’)V -
accord with those deep-seated instincts which are fostered by thé Panchayet vaton.
and by our village communities. These village communities, as you, Sir ry i Sg’ e
the other day in your presidential speech, carry the mind back to tl,le d , emfm o
civilisation when the ancestors of the self-governing nations of the ear:}:vn o
sent moment were roaming in the primitive forests in a state of rimitiv @t. the‘ o,
The antiquity of this institution cannot be called in question. Topthem st elty.
a measure of self-government which the British Government has notv:illis a(;lct? :ided
confer upon the Municipalities of British India. They not only looked aftesuﬁl g
tation and conservancy of the villages concerned, but they administered 'uét'e and
controlled the police. Therefore those village communities were com 1et] Ki? —
erning units. My point is this—that we enjoyed in ancient Indis, a mucII)1 1:1' s:r men.
sure of self-Government than what the British Government has eiven to us fﬁd ovon
what was given to us is to be taken away from us (shame). In IBSBI the bo:)n f‘lweIl
self-government was conferred upon the Municipal towns of India under the‘oo oo :
solution of Lord Ripon (cheers). In 1876 the Corporation of Calcutta was re-c é?: : 1"?1-
upon a popular basis. It is a remarkable fact, expressive of the irony of fa:ns ldu?;; :
changes of opinion which are constantly taking place, that the great resofix?tgon o(;'"

- faithful allegiance 0 the principl
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Lord Ripon appeared over the signature of Mr. Alexander Mackenzie who, as Sir
Alexander Mackenzie, was the author, originator, framer, and inspirer of the Cal-
cutta Muncipal Bill which has destroyed the civic rights of my native town (shame).
I think it is a matter for unutterable shame. Sir .Alexander Mackenzie is a name
well-known to my friends of the Central Provinces. He is the author of the
enhancement which they so bitterly complain of. He is a man of universal fame
(laughter), well-known in Bengal, well-known in the Central Provinces. His fame
spread even to the other side of the waters. Heis well-known in Burma. Now he
has retired. I am bound to say that the blessings of the community do not follow
him or afford him any consolation in the days of his retirement (laughter.) 1t is
equally remarkable that it was a Conservative Viceroy and a Conservative Secretary
of State who conferred the boon of local self-government upon the people of Culcutta.
Itis a Conservative Viceroy and a Conservative Secretary of State who withdraw that
right. These are changes to which even the best and the noblest of men are exposed.
Therefore, Sir, it comes to this—that we in Calcutta have been in possession of the
boon of local self-government for nearly a quarter of a century. Why should it be now
withdrawn from us? Sir Douglas Straight, who is now the Editor of the Pall Mall
Gazette, said that a concession once made should never be withdrawn except under
the stress of paramount necessity. Whether such a necessity exist in this case is
the question. But on the very threshold of the enquiry, I am confronted with a
difficulty, for we have it, on the authority of no less distinguished a personage than
Sir John Woodburn, that the Calcutta Municipal Bill is a perfectly inocuous mea-
sure and that all that it does is a re-adjustment, and not extinction of the prin-
ciple of local self-government, Well, Sir, if that is so, I have no grievance. I
am prepared for a readjustment provided that in the process of readjustment the
whole thing does not disappear (luughter). Is that readjustment or extinction ?
Lot us examine the matter a little closely. What is local self-government such as the
ordinary folks who do not breathe the pure atmosphere of officialism in the heights
of Olympus, conceive? What is local self-‘government ? Local self-govern-
ment is the administration of local affairs by the representatives of the local
public. If all authority, all power, all patronage is withdrawn from the local repre-
sentatives, and is vested in the representatives of official hierarchy and European
merchants, T conceive local self-government is at an end. Is that the real state of
things? What is the present constitution of Calcutta? What was the old constitu-
tion of Calcutta? Let us for a moment examine the matter. Under the old constitu-
tion the Corporation of Calcutta consisted of 75 members, 2/3 of whom were elected —
mark 2/3 were elected. Under the new constitution, which is said to be a readjust-
an extinction, not 2/3 but only 1/2 of the members are to be elected,
cial Chairman who will have a vote and a casting vote
in case of equality of votes. Therefore, Sir, we are driven to this position. There
will be 26 members, official members, against popular members, under the best
of circumstances and conditions. In any case, the popular representatives will be
in a minority. They may be ina hopeless minority, because at the ward elections
some members might be returned who are officials. Therefore, I am rightin the
contention that the effect of this transformation is transferring the entire authority
from the hands of the representatives of rate-payers into the hands of officials of
Government and their friends. Is that local self-government ? (Cries of “no” “no.”)
Of course not. But the Government stands convicted out of its own mouth. Mr.
Baker, the Municipal Sacretary who was in charge of the Billin the Bengal Legis-
lative Council, not once, not twice, not thrice, but repeatedly, as often as he opened
his mouth, said that the main object of the Bill was to cut down the prepond_eranc.ze
of Hindus in the Corporation. What have the poor Hindus done to mer‘lt this
treatment at the hands of the Government? Is this the reward for thedevotion and

o of local self-government in the capital of the Indian
tinction of local self-government, for

ment and not
and then there is to be an offi

Empi rv proposal iavolves the ex
Eire ¥ But the ve abe o population. They own the bulk of the assessable

the Hind jtute thebulk of th .
o oot ay the bulk of the taxes to the Municipal funds. There-

property in Calcutta and they P i
fore, in accordance with the clementary principle of local self-government, they'
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ought to have a preponderant voice in the deliberations of the Corporation (cheers).
For John Stuart Mill, as the greatest exponent of representative institutions
whom this century witnessed, has laid down this principle; that local representa-
tion is to be proportionate to the paymentof local taxes ; and therefore the Hindus are
entitled to a preponderant majority in the Corporation. But, Sir, we are to be made
Uitlanders in the city of our birth., The English people at the present moment
are waging a war for the purpose of securing to the Uitlanders of South Africa the-
inestimable boon of political franchise. We, citizens of Calcutta, had enjoyed that
franchise for a period of 25 years and now the British Government, with strange
inconsistency, is about to deprive us of that franchise (shane) for which they are
fighting at the point of the sword in South Africa. The Englishman newspaper, &
great friend of the people of this country (laughter), said the other day in speaking
of the Congress that it was like a band of Africanders in South Africa, with this
difference, that it is less mischievous than the band of Africanders. We distinctly
decline to be compared to the Africanders. We are the loyal subjects of the Crown
(hear, hear), wedded, inexorably wedded, to the British connection, which is a pledge
and guarantee of the attainment of justice and political freedom (cheers). Weare no
Africanders, but we are Uitlanders, and there is no Secretary of State of the type:
of Joseph Chamberlain to enforce our claims. Thatis the true state of things. Now,
Sir, let me ask whatis the justification for this change of the law. Were the Com-
missioners tried and foond wanting? Was it ever alleged that the Municipal ad-
ministration of Calcutta had failed? If that was so, the position would be unassail-
able: but absolutely there is no evidence of failure. On the contrary, then, whatever

evidence there is, it points to a distinctly opposite conclusion. Compare Calcutta

when it was under the direct administration of Government with whatit now is after
quarter of a century of administration by elected Commissioners. My - opinion
is of'no consequence, I am under trial. I am a member—I was a member of

the Corporation, but I resigned my seat—I am under trial, and my opinion is of no

consequence, Let me place before you the opinion of an individual who attained

the highest official position in.these provinces, and who might be supposed to be-
rather partial than otherwise to the Government, Ml‘-,lﬂfterwardq Sﬁ* fohn
Strachey made a report on the sanitary condition of Calcutta when it Lwas éndelt
the administration of Government. And what did he say ¥ It ;?VHS one‘ of the
filthiest cities in Asia, a scandal and disgrace to civilised administration!
the opinion of Sir John Strachey when Calcutta was not under the dire t.
tion of the Commissioners. Now let me quote another g oy
Henry Fowler, speaking from his place in the House of
a recent debate, said he had failed to discover any evidence of failur tl rt
of the elected Commissioners in the discharge of their duties (hear ek og‘ ]r;hpa'e-
fore, Sir, I am entitled to hold that the Corporation of Calc;utt‘ et;’ o ellf-
governing institution in the Indian Empire, has been sup erSeded(b’wilg] Ogisztzﬁazi ol

or semblance of any justification (shame) : i .
a strot_lg case, why _did it not put( it to gﬁeatttgsltfo;h:cglot‘;igrnrsel::,though.t that it hfa(;
COmmISSIoN of enquiry ? (hear, hear). The greatest criminal w?th lf‘ ?‘I}I;POIDtmentkq -
with the blood of his murdered victim, is allowed & trial botes ands wres tod
tribunal of -the lz.mnd, but the most illustrious self-governi f?re a ?onst}tuﬁ |
Indian Empire, with a brilliant record of past achiev:ment'-m‘? tlnstltutlon o b g
without even & sh(?w ?r semblance of inquiry (shame). Does bth:la: I’O o cgn'(ieull? io
your Sense o £ justice? '[.’here was ample time for g commissi(;omj;n?n : ;se for
the applcation—1 am afrid Tum wking ' oo mach of your e e o
go on )—to the G_rovelmnent for the introduction of the Calcutt: M S J'H W;S»
made in June 1807 and the Bill itsclf was introducey | @ Municipal Bi
ample time. We prayed again and g in March 1898, There was-

gain b . ; ey} r 1
treated our prayer with stolid indiﬁ‘erenbce.' by brayed in vain. The Government

That was
dministra-
uthority on my side. Sir
Commons on the occasion of

'J.'l 3 8¢ I * wraa 1,
floor of the House of Commons by M. He. he same prayer was repeated from the
" ot be sufficiently grateful for his endeavoy

bert Roberts ( hear, hear), to whom we can

rsi i i
reply was given which, I think, Ao S in this connection ( cheers) ; and then s

language was given rather to conceal than . a0 apt illastration of the saying, that

Xpress one’s thoughts in. What was $h®
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reply that Lord George Hamilton gave? I wish, Sir (Mr. President), you were a Third Day.

member of the House on that occasion. I wish Dadahbai Nowroji were there (three
cheers for Dadabhai Nowroji were given) to point out the utter hollowness and in-
sincerity of that reply. The reply was this. It is no use instituting an inquiry
into the Munigipal administration of Galcutta; such a thing is being done by the
Select Commnittee of the Bengal Lisgislative Council, and that it would be highly im-
proper on the part of the House of Commons to take the matter out of the hands of a
self-governing body like the Bengal Le'gislartive Council. The only drawback about
that statement is, that it is misleading and inaccurate from beginning to end
(leughter). Tnthe tirst place, noinquiry was made by the Select Committee into the
Municipal administration of Calcutta. I was a member of that Select Committee
- {laughter) and therfore I know perfectly well what we were about. By the rules
of the Council, the principle having been affirmed, all that the Select Committe had
to do was to consider details. It was beyond the legal competence of the Select Com-
mittee to enter into the broader question of efficiency or otherwise of the Municipal

administration of Caleutta ; and Imay say that Mr. Norendranath Sen and myself

were the dissenting members on the Calcutta Municipal Bill and strongly protested
against this observation of Lord George Hamilton.  We have received noreply to that
part of our statement. I wish te draw the attéention of the Congress to the other part
of the statement that the Bengal Legislative Council is a self-governing body. Against
this statement I have the advantage of getting officials to tight with officials, and I am
saved the trouble of saying one word or other. I amanimpartial, unbiassed spectator
of the affray that goes on between officials. In this connection we have again the state-
of Mr., Baker, the Municipal Secretary in charge of the Bill He said from his
place in the Bengal Legislative Council that the Council was a subordinate legis-
lature (ny friend will bear me out), and that it was a part of the duty of that
Council to register the mandates of the Supreme Government (‘““shame ™). What be-
comes of this glorious fabric of a self-governing body, inquiring into the Municipal
administration of Calcutta > Well Sir, therefore, there was no enquiry at all, and
we have been condmned unheard. We have a grievance. Our civic rights have
been taken away from us. The other part of the resolution has reference to
Bombay. I will not dwell on that part of the resoliition, but I cannot help con-
trasting our fate with the fate of the people of the North-Western Provinces under
the beneficent administration of Sir Antony MacDonnell (cheers). Here, instead
of curtailment, there is to be an enlargement, so far as I have been able to under-
stand the principle of local self-government, in the greater powers which it is
proposed to confer upon the District Boards. Mark the difference which is shown
to public opinion by Sir Antony MacDonnell inthe matter of the Land Bill and
contrast it with the contemptuous treatment which public opinion received in
Bengal at the hands of the local authorities ; and yet, Sir, if there is any measure
more than another which needs the support of public opinion it is the Munici-
pal ‘measures. Municipal measures deal with the question of sanitation, and
sanitary measures can never be carried out except with the aid of the public
opinion, and public opinion unequivocally” condemned the Bill. Lord Ripon said
in one of his speeches as Chancellor of the University that public opinionin India
is ‘destined soon to become the irresistible, unresisted master of the Government.
Lord Curzon, in that admirable speech which he delivered to the Talugdars of
Oudh, expressed himself in similar language. He said: * Indeed, to me, it seems
. that the times have passed by when the rulers can any-way live with impunity
amidst the clouds of Olympus. They must descend from hill-tops and visit the
baunts of men. They must speak to the people in their own tongue, must be one
in purpose and heart With the people. Only then will they justify their .higl§ sta-
tion. Only then will their authority be free from challenge,. because it will be
founded upon trust.” The rulers and the raled must be one in purpose and one
.in heart. I uask is there solidarity of opinion and sentiment bLetween the rulers
‘and the ruled ? Have we not again and again prayed for the release of the Natu bro-
:t;hers ? And it was not until the other day that the Natu brothers were released. Have
We not again and again prayed for the withdrawal of the Calcutta Municipal
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Bill? And the Calcutta Municipal Bill bas been passed into law (*shame ")
I am afraid there is no renewal of confidence, no interchange of opinion between
the rulers and the ruled. I am afraid both the rulers and the ruled stand isolat-

ed and apart in grim and solemn silence. The gulf is widening. That which

ought to be regarded as the proudest menfrial of British rule is gonsidered 10
be a grievance ; that educated natives of India should claim equality in political
rights with Englishmen can only be due to the education which the English
have been instrumental in introducing into our midst, which constitutes the
noblest achievement of British Rule in India (cheers). Our rulers seem to think
differently. There is reaction in their policy, reaction in opinion, reaction along
the entire line, reaction is the order of the day. But those great and illustrious
men who founded the Anglo-Indian Empire, who preserved and consolidated it, were
animated by different motives.

Miss Garland, in that admirable speech to which weall listened with so much
interestand with no little admiration, quoted an extract from the speech—the memor-
able speech—of Lord Macaulay delivered 60 years ago in the House of Commons, when,
with a gift of prophetic inspiration, he anticipated the advent of that day when the
Indian subjects of the Crown, educated in Western leg.rniag, would crave for Western
institutions; and Macaulay went on to say that that would be the proudest day in the
annals of England (cheers). Our rulers at the present moment seem to take a different
view of the situation. They would fain undo the past. They would fain roll back the
tide of progress which has set in with such irresistible force. Shall we let them, shall
we permit them to prove false to the noblest traditions of their own race? (cries of
“No,” “No”). No, servius Romanus sum was the boast of the ancient world. Our boast is
a greater one. We are British subjects. We are part and parcel of the greatest empire
that the world has ever seen, an empire over which the sun never sets, May the
glories of that empire in the domain of human freedom and justice never fade! We
are the subjects of this great empire, over which floats the high flag of freedom. We
are the subjects of an empire where a bondsman can never breathe, and Whei‘e the
moment he sets his foot his chains burst around him and he stands forth
and emancipated being (cheers). Citizens of this great empire, an
watchword is freedom, which has emanicipated the Negro slawes,,
great lessons of constitutional liberty to the rest of dd-citizens of thic
empire, ought we to submit to our rights being ﬁlchegh:wzgrl ﬁ;ﬁlfi“f (guthl]; g}ee:(:
submit to our being reduced to'the rank of hewers of wood aﬁd dl‘aw.ers Ofg t“ - in
our own country (No, No)? Ought we to permit the brand of the helot .to bwa flced
upon us and leave an ignoble bruise (No, No)? Standing in this historic cit e p :‘Jhin
a measurable distance of that place which was the scene of the trials and 1 };f W o
the ultimate triumph of the greatest hero of the Hindy legend and of hi 911 tel.lnan’-
sort, let us resolve in our heart of hearts and do what liesain our pow 1Stg1(:i? ef{ i;)x:s
-current of reactionary policy, to win back our lost Position, to coIr)lt?‘er 0ce e<1: ) uls
and patriotic work until it culminates in the attainment , ne owr g0
of the inestimable blessings of British freedom ang Bri
this : that in this holy endeavour we shall claim and we
the active co-operation of our own countrymen, and ey
‘We shall receive the sympathies of civilised hy manity,
Almighty Providence (kear, hear). I have an und ying f,a
burning conviction that, though darkness may cloud ¢
ance and enfranchisement is near at hand (cheers),
verse, a temporary check. The flag which we holg
might drop from our sinking hands, but others wil
and lead us to triumphant victory (hear, hear and chee
needed—not the patience of despair and de . .
faith consecrated by the living genius of :slfs(;i?-(izg; but patience which is born of
half a century m.t}.le hfef:xme of nationg op communities ?
great European living nations, mark the
indomitable resolve to serve their county
truest interest. - Remember that we are ¢

aregenerated
empire whose
which has taught

tish justice. I am certain of
shall receive in full measure
en of our political opponents.
and above all the blessings of
ith in the justiceof our cause, &
Ur prospects, the day of deliver-
We may meet with a, temporary re-
al.oft, the banner of the Congress,
rise up who will take up that flag
78). Iam sure patience is whatis

Read the histories of the

¥, to promote her honour, her glory, her
onfronted with one of the gravest crises in

by us in full measure (checi's) -

What are 30 years, or even .

Patience, the marvellous patience, fortitude;’
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our history. If we succumb to that crisis, the political enfranchisement of our people
will be indefinitely postponed, but if we rise above if, we shall have done a service to
India, to England and to humanity, and shall have covered ourselves with undying
renown. Act bravely and wisely before man and God, so that when you are dead and
gone, and when you are beyond reproach or praise, it may be said of you that you were
tried in the balance and not found wanting, that you overcame grave crisis, that you
surmounted all difficulties and that you planted the empire deep in the affections,
love and gratitude of the people by securing to them the inestimable blessings of
British rule, sanctified by the principles of constitutional liberty and constitutional

Justice and freedom, and then you will have done your duty to the country and to the

Congress (loud and continued cheers).

MR. NaziruDDIN KAMURUDDIN (Bombay) seconded the resolution in a speech deli-
vered in Hindustani.

The resolution was carried unanimously.

MR. KaLl CHARAN BANNERJI (Bengal) :—Mr. PRESIDENT AND FELLOW-DELE-
GATES,—The resolution entrusted to me is in these words :—

Resolution VIII,—That this Congress is of opinion that the rules prohibiting mana-
gers and teachers of Aided Institutions from taking part in political movements or
attending political meetings without the consent of the Director of Public Instruec-
tion, or other authorities are likely to interfere with the practical and effectual
exercise of the rights of British subjects, to withdraw able and influential men from
the cause of education, and to restrict private interprise and organization for the
spread of education in this country. And this Congress hopes that the Madras
and Bombay Governments will take steps to remove from the educational rules
and the grant-in-aid code the provisions to the effect described above.

You will have percieved that this resolution relates to a question of vital im-
portance to the Congress and therefore to the country. We need men and means
for working the national movement represented in this assembly. I say advised-

ly men and means, rather than means and men, for without the men, the means .
must remain idle and with men, means are bound to come (hear, hear). Therefore -

any measure which is calculated to bring about a forced dissociation from us of
an important contingent of our living agency, must be fraught with alarm and is
bound to provoke an emphatic protest from an assembly like the present. Before I
proceed further I just wish to give you an idea of some of the rules that it is contem-
plated to enforce in connection with institutions which have the privilege of enjoying
grants-in-aid from Government. One of these rules is to this effect, namely, '* that
-any manager or teacher of an institution that is an institution which enjoys a grant-
in-aid from Government, will not take part either directly or indirectly in political
movements or agitations, and will not attend political meetings without the previous

.consent of the Director.” In a note under the head of “Politics,” it is explained

that “no member of a staff or the establishment of an institution under public manage-
ment will be permitted to take part, either directly or indirectly, in political move-
ments or agitations, or to attend a political meeting where the fact of his presencé is
likely to be misconstrued or toimpair his usefulness as a public servant. In case
of doubt a reference should be made to the Director.” On the Bombay side I find
that a principle has béen laid down that the instruction of youth should be wholly

-dissociated from politics. And then in connection with life members of the Deccan

Educational Society, we find that it is expected of them to subscribe to the following
pledges :—(1) *“No life member shall be owner or part-owner or have anything what-

-ever to do with the management, conduct or publication of any political paper. (2)

No life member shall bear office in any political association. (3) No life member

‘shall take any part in movements or demonstrations from which the governing body

may specifically desire him to hold aloof, as it is undesirable that teachers should

‘Mix themselves np and their pupils in démonstrations that are violent and
that tend to set one section of the community against another.” You are well’
-aware that our fellow-countrymen in the service of Government, altogether in the
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service of Government, have imposed upon them the disability for co-operation
with us in the cause of this great national movement. Is it. possible for any one of
us.to estimate the loss that we have sustained because of this forced dissociation
from us of our fellow-countrymen in the Government service? Is it possible for any
one of us or all of us taken together, for example, to estimate what we have lost because
we had not the privilege of the wisdom and guidance of our President during the
jime that he was in the service of Government. We have never been afraid of the
servants of Government associating themselves with us. We have always invit-
ed their co-operation. It has been our deliberate conviction that both they and
we should have been gainers rather than losers if we had their co-operation (kear,

“hear). Let them come to us and join our ranks in as large numbers as they

please. We are not afraid of being out-voted by them in any question that may come up
before us (laughter). Wehave faith enough in the justice and righteonsness of our cause -
to believe that it is not possible for any one actually to come and see what we are doing in
this place and not to be converted to every principle that we have taken uponour-
selves to enunciate from this platform (cheers). Itis to be regretted that the policy
under which this disability was imposed upon our fellow-countrymen in the Govern-
ment service—it is to e regretted that there is to be an extension of that policy, so as
to include within its purview those who are connected with private institution’s hav-
ing the privilege of enjoying grants-in-aid from Government. You will have perceiv-
éd from the rules that I read out to you that they are to be disqualified, so to speak
for the service of their country through the Congress, unless they obtain a permit 01"~
certificate from the Director of Public Instruction. Mark .the position. The sons.
and, I may add, the daughters of India shall not be free to serve their country, unless-
they had a permit from the Director of Public Instruction (shame). What is to-
b.e the effect of all this? There are these teachers employed in these private institu-
tions. Just thinkof the dilemma into which they shall be driven when these rules .
come to be enforced, as they are expected to be enforced a few months hence. On
the one hand they realize the duty, the paramount duty that is incumbent upon .them
toserve the country through the Congress because it is nearest to their heart They
have been laboring for this cause hitherto and now they areto be overtaken. so éo speak
by an order which should either wrench them from the Congress or wrencl’l kthem flii)m“
the youths whose instruction they have-taken in band. They cannot continue to teach
the.m in the institution swith which they are now connected and at the same time joinA
us in our deliberations when we meet together as the National Congress, Thatisa diﬂi-”.
cult dilemma. What are they to do ? Not only that, if yoa read b:tweet'l the lines you.
have there also this idea presented before you in all prominence, that as far as the young -
me.n f’f the land are concerned they are not to be helped into anything like a political.
tramu}g s0 that when we pass away they may take upon themselves the duty that we -
now discharge to our country and roll on this chariot of this Indian National Congress..
(chce?'s). .I have already said that we need men for working our national movement, .
and is this great national cause to be starved by dissocia;s.ing from it the only men.

;::;’ :::)1 tl;:l:a rtitfls-::;rio; Ot(; ?h Aud yet that is the effect of these rules as soon as they
- . na hence w - s
to Government, and while pr © are called upon as a national assembly to goup-

otesting against these rules, beseech the Government. .

n . y g
gﬁf,st :odézge?nltfeil;efsggwes of our own people. Indeod, it is a pathetic appeal that -
g g our country. It goes to Government from Mother-Indis..
eny me no.‘, says Mother-India to the Government which would b sented -
as a paternal Government. The appeal goes, “Deny me not the :ervi:esrecﬁ'r; own |
:gt;z :::lli I(:f my own flaughters' (cheers). Drive them not into the dilemma eiﬂ;Yer of -
. g my service or letting a.lon(.e My young ones to shift for themselves so that -
10y may not have the benefit of that instruction which alon i for -
effectually serving me and through me the Government the‘:nzz?veqsu?}lf{rl‘;;ez the -

appeal of our mother on our behalf, and we i
ters too. I see some of them here——-’let us joiSOns of India here assembled, and daugh-

: N our voices in i ’
; i s in askin ent to-
him:):; ;l(l)zs:v :‘Slles fl'::m the Government Educational Code andga:t:ﬁxG(l)'::: il;’ﬂ enable -
; such men as we have to serve our count o t
(choera). ountry and our Government.

.

. presidency of M
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Dr. T. M. NAIR (Madras),—SIR, after the very eloguent speech of the mover of
the resolution, the only justification for my coming on this platform to offer a few re-
marks on the proposition is that I happen to come from that part of India where the
Government have thought fit to introduce this new measure of reaction. Even the
cleverest and the most scrutinizing of our Anglo-Indian critics, who can see sedition
where none can exist, have failed to see any in Madras, and under these circumstances
we are at a loss to understand why this reactionary measure has been thrust upon us
before any other part of India. The only explanation that we have been able to find
so far is that the Government thinks that Madrasee being a very quiet man, Madras
is a tit and proper place to incubate all their repressive measures before they are
utilized elsewhere (ckeers) Gentlemen, if the Government were really anxious to
prevent the people of the province of Madras from attending political meetings, we
Madrasees should have preferred that they should pass an order prohibiting us from
taking part in such meetings ; but look at the way in which it is done. Mr. Kali Charan
Bannerjee has already read to you the Madras rules, but there are one or two points
which you may not have understood. One of the rules is that, “No member of a staff
or establishment of an institution under public management shall be permitted to take
part either directly or indirectly in political movements or agitations where the fact
of his presence is likely to be misconstrued or to impair his usefulness as a public
servant. In case of doubt a reference should be made to the Director,” The
manager of an institution is defined in the rule. “Hvery institution on behalf of
which aid is sought shall be under the management of one or more persons recognised
by Government, who are in the capacity of proprietors or trustees or members
of local boards, etc.” That is a most important point. Most of the institutions
in the presidency of Madras are under the control of local boards, and these local
boards consist of elected members, men who co-operate with usin all our political
movements, and by this role if any one of these members takes part in a political
movement, the school in which he is or the local board of which he is a member,
and which is connected with the school, will be deprived of the graunt which the

Government 'gives. It is an extraordinary and intricate way of telling people that.

they should not take part'in political meetings. Gentlemen, this is a question which in
Madras has created a great deal of interest and I am glad to say in this matter we do
1ot stand alone. European teachers of great Missionary institutions which receive
Government grants are placed under the same disabilities under this rule, and in this
particular matter we have received their hearty co-operation. I am glad to tell you
that the Teachers’ Guild which contains European and Native teachers have already
memorialised the Madras Government to reconsider the question, but the Madras Gov-
ernment has been exceedingly mysterious in its replies tous. First of all it reminds
me of an old song in which she said “ she could not, ” then she said ‘she would not, "
and then lastly ¢ I will consider.™ To our first inquiry they gave an absolute.demah
To our second inquiry they gave partial information, and in the third they said they
We have left the question there, and we sincerely hope that after the
itants of Madras, the Teachers’ Guild, and now by this great
tof Madras will seeits way to cancel this obnoxious noti-

would consider.
protests made by the inhab
Congress, the Governmen
fication (cheers).

Mgr. RYvU NAMBIAR(Ma(l’r((,s):——GENTLEMEN,—-The subject has been so exhaustiv-
ely treated by your respected countryman, Mr. Kali Charan Bannerjee, and by my
friend Dr, Nair, that I need say very little. I only stand before you to tell you that
there is a strong feeling in that parteof the country from which I come—I mean the
adras—against the introduction of these rules, which we consider
disastrous to the cause of education. Gentlemen, before & rule ora legislation is passed,
it is necessary to inquire whether there is necessity for such a measure. Now we, t.he
people of Madras, have failed to see the necessity for a change in the g‘ra:nt-m-
Code or the educational rules. There is no necessity whatever f(?r the introduction of
this obnoxions clause in the grant-in-aid code or the education rules. About a
fortnight after these rules were published in the Fort St. George Qazette a grfggt §ensa,-
tion was caused throughout the presidency. Fifteen days a-'ftelj the. publication of
these rules a large public meeting was convened in Pachappa’s Hall in Madras, and
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1’0. was & very crowded and enthusiastic meeting, and we received telegrams from
dlﬂ’e?enb parts of the presidency, sympathising with the movement ; and not only that,
public meetings were held in every important centre in the mofussil and the teaching
agency, both European and Native, took up the question, and sent in representations.
Further, all the non-official elected members in the local Legislative Council asked
questions as to the reason why the Government introduced this obnoxious clause in
the grant-in-aid code; and of course the answer, as usual in such matters, was that
they declined to give reasons why these rules were framed. You will ’ﬁnd from
what T have stated that there is a strong feeling against the measure and there is no
necessity for the introduction of this rule, but it is consoling that in the answer given
by .His Excellency Sir Arthur Havelock, His Excellency said that if proper repr:sen-
tations be made from proper quarters, they would be listened to and effect given to
them. This answer is somewhat encouraging, considering the rules come int?o force
only in April next. Now, Gentlemen, there is one point to be considered in this.
What the rule saysis: *No manager or teacher of an institution is to take partin
.poli'tical movements or political meetings.” What are these political movemelr)nts or
political meetings? These are not defined. Our meetings are simply intended to
}'epresent our grievances to the Government. If the educated people are not to be
interpreters of the grievances of the people to the Government, I fail to see whether
there could be any better classto do that work. Take, for instance the National
Congress. What are we doing here year after year? We are only passing a catalogue
of resolutions which is a catalogue of grievances for immediate redress by Goveorn-
ment, and therefore I fail to see the reason why the Government should prevent our
Peqple who are engaged in the cause of education from taking part in those meetings
which are calculated only to represent the grievances of the people to the Governmeilt
for their 'red}*ess. Ithink that aftera century and ahalf of settled peacein this
country, it is not at alla wise policy. On the other hand, itisa policy of distrust that
such an obnoxious clause should be introduced in the educational code. Tt is inconsis-
tent with the policy of Government to encourage education. I think therefore that if

in this Congress assembled we pass this resolution and make 3 representation to the

respective authorities, I am sure we will get a srtisfa i i
res , : sfactory solution of this stion.
With these remarks I support the proposition (cheers). i (nestion

PANDIT BALAKRISHNA BHUT ( A'lahabud) addressed the meeting in Urdu.
MunsHI OuDH BAHARILAL (Lucknrow) in supporting the resolution said in Urdu:—

.GENTLEMEN,—It is mot without diffidence that I venture to say anything on the
subJect of this resolution, which has been 8o ably moved and secondéd by io’he most
wortl{y members of the meeting, but as I have been permitted by the President to
explain the purport of the resolution in Urdu, I beg to say that the lea,rlied educatinal
ggit(;frs.céf (lifla,d;as and Bombay have passed a rule that the teachers and the managers
o e 3]1) .e schools sho.uld not; ta%{e part m political meetings without the consent

18 Director of Public Instruction. This is altogether contrary tofreedom that the

educational authorities should allow
. low the teachers t i itica
meetings which they (the authorities) ? st arly in thoss POl‘tlcal

proposals are made to weaken the Congress
the improvement of which it is necessary thf;lt
possible, take part in it. And what is even mo
if the same wind continues, then, though to-d
its educationalists, to-morrow others may tak
the contagion may . spread elsewhere as well
reduction in our number and will tend to we ; i

not only of the public but of the Governmezte:nl;qiosﬁiot?}? angress S Weu-w-ls}llesrf;
to the whole of India also. Gentlemen, if you © pongress must be £ 0

that the shape of India is like that of & man eact 2ap of the Globe you will e

: 's heart, and truly it i t of the
whole world. The vital strength of the heart sends ’energy to aﬁllzh:asrfll::nli)?;: of the

:(Ldslr, and Tg th; s!;:%n%th and improvement of India will be the improvemert of the
x'n'e?xte Z;O;nd.ia, .onld te oves s to Supportany movement which tends to the improveé”
» 'ANA 10 Tremove any circumstance which is fraught with injury to it’

Congress is a national assembly for
the educated public should, as far as
re unfortunate is the possibility that
a4y only one province propose to isolate
e the same course and in course of time

themselves favour. I am afraid that such -

(cheers). This will cause a considerable .
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Gentlemen, just think how miserable will be those teachers and managers of
the aided institutions in Madras who are energetic members of this national movement
but who will in future be kept back by this new rule (cheers).

Gentlemen, comparing these rules issued by the Educational Department of

 Madras with the state of the aided schools, I may be permitted to say that the Govern-

ment aid to the institutions amounts toa very small sum in comparision to the expen-
8es that are acquired by subscriptions and other means, and even when all these are
taken together, the funds are so poor that the pay of the teachers is scanty, and there
is no provision pensionat all ; and, moreover, and above all this, they are required not to
associate with their brethren and express their feelings in their national meetings.

On this occasion all the teachers, professors, rather the Educational Department
itself, ought to be proud that -this session of the Indian National Congress is being
held under the presidency of a distinguished professor. "This is the most suitable
time for us to express these grievances (cheers).

Now, gentlemen, I don’t want to take up your time and only® request all of you
to pass this very important resolution unanimously, and do a kindness to those who
are made helpless by the rules issued by the Educational Department of Madras
(cheers).

The resolution was carried unanimously.

MR. G. C. MITRA (Cuwnpore) :—MR. PRESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—The
resolution which Ihave the honour to move runs thus:

Resolution ¥X.—The Congress is of opinion that stringent measures should be taken

by the Government in granting licenses to retail liquor shops, and that no such shops

should be established in any village without taking the sense of the villagers.

This is a very important resolution and I hope you will bear with me with patience
for quarter of an hour while I make my observations.

Of all the evils of the flesh, the lusts of the body, the gratification of all that isim-
pure, all that is sinful, and all that is ruinous to the moral and spiritual advancement
and progress of the human race, the greatest is the evil of Intemperance. It has been
the ruin of. families, tribes, and nations. It has destroyed states, kingdoms, snd
empires; and its slippery tendency has often and again brought man to the level
of the lower animals. Itis acknowledged on all hands that intemperance is a prolific
source of pauperism, disease, and crime. It is of no service in health, much less
therefore in disease. It is injurious both to the body and to the soul, and leads to
$he formation of numerous evil habits. In short, it is immora!,lity in a liquid state
easily taken in and assimilated into the human system, sprea,d.mg. ruin and! devasta-
tion all round, Of all vices, says Sir Walter Sco‘tt, that of drinking, yea m.te.mper-
ance in.general, is the one most incompa,tib'le . Wlth' real gre.atness. The evil is n(?t
confined to one central spot, or affects its victims in a particular manner, but it is
everywhere and of all kinds,—individual, local, national, secular, .pohtlca,l, moral and
such hold on the lower classes as to render it heopeless to raise
n :—brutalising their tastes and habits. It thus falls with
le to withstand it, and who inevitably, and at once

religious. It has .
them without its extirpatio
much force upon those least ab

feel some of its worst results.
their condition, cannot but be’ considered by all thoughtful men as a canker-worm

ids vellous strides (which education is making in this cotmtry, en-
zgl‘?r:g:-i:z’ea, ig:; of corruption,‘whigh, unless choked, c&‘n only lead Fltlmat:ely 3;0
national destruction. Education and refinement are no cer-ta,m checks .agamst_s thl?]‘iwl'
The most learned and talented members of our commum!;y are subject to 112.. Vi111s,
the burdens of the nation are increased in every variety of way by t.ls e }-
burdens which press with much hardship upon the hon'est a,fndhmdustlt'lous& tht
is therefore that this gigantic evil has attracted the attention o]‘ ft e great an " 'e
good. You who want to do good to this country, you who want to lift up yo'ur mother-
land from the abyssnial pits of physical filth and moral feculence, you who a.re.march-
ing onwards in the path of intellectual culture and moral enlightenment, it is your
dlfty as citizens of this noble land to join shoulder to shoulder and hunt this evil out
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from it. Chase it out of your bsloved India, and she will enjoy that psace and that.
prosperity for which she is longing for centuries, and your name will descend to
future ages as benefactors of the human race and the heroes of this iron age.

But it is a matter of real joy that the temperance cause is slowly and steadily
working its way into the life-work of the nation. There areaccording to the last quar-
terly report of the Anglo-Indian Temperance Association of England 280 Temperance
Societies working in India. These are spread over the length and the breadth of the
country, and are trying to develop in the national mind a real interest in this noble
cause. With untiring energy the principles of these societies have been pressed on
the public attention ; but withal, the evils of intemperance on the whole have not been
lessened, either owing to the fact that the class much addicted to the use of intox-
icants are dead to the moral or economical appaals of the Temperance Reformers, or
their feable resolutions are readily broken, in consequence of the intensity of ,the
inward craving, and the various outward temptations which exist. The fo;'ce with
which this gigantic e;/il holds the national mind is proved statistically by physicians
and governors of prisons, yea by every means known to us of gauging human misery

and crime : for who is there among the children of men who can adjust the relative’

proportions of sighs and tears —who can estimate the wretchedness and mental
and moral deterioration, which intemperance causes. None ; we ca.n, only faintll

imagine the truth—a truth, too true to be false. The evil of intemperance mus};
be dealt with great discretion, resolution, and hard labonr. To say thatyoun 'w'illv
not lend a hand to overcome it is altogether to ignore the obligations of your
moral nature. To maintain that intemperance cannot be checked an?l thus to rebtr'u e
to do anything for this purpise, is opposed to all religion—is a.n’ application of t}?J
doctrine of fatalism. Those, then, who combine to overthrow intemperance a ‘e
setting themselves to a right work, and ave deserving of sympathy, 1 2 e

listened to with candour. and should l‘)e

The happiness of snciety as a wiaole is the cardinal prinei F o . .
ment, and is the basis of modera British legislation.p Ansc 1?g1?10§;nil; ;'losootd(; 2'01\ e‘rn-
extent the cause of crime in ganeral, the government has the right to provide &lg;i
an education for the people as may not so uniformly or effecti:ely be z;tforde(ful(;
themselves. It is therefore legitimate in the Legislature to lessen or remove th);
outward temptations which exist to crime. And when such is not the case when the
government of the country is totally indifferent to the maintenance of na-t’i
and prosparity, when it is deaf to the repzated appeals of the people, the ¢
to pay dearly for the libarty of the publican: and such is the case :;vith I
to be regretted that the Abkari Revenue has been steadily growing from vear to
year in this country. Allow me, gentlemen, to place before you zertain };ioures;
showing the gross Excise Ravenue of some parts of India. =

onal peace
ountry has
ndia. It is

1. Ta%e the figures for the Midras Presidency for ths last gix yeurs.

In 1833-183¢ the gross revenue was 127°74 lakhs

,y 1894-1895 - . 136-30

., 1893-1896 vee . e 142-59 R
i)

,, 1836-1897 e . ee 14787

., 1897-1898 14501

2. The Excise Revenue of the Bombay Presidency, even at the time when tl
country was under the scourge of plague and famine, was 102 lakhs n e

3. Again, with regard to the financial results of Excise Administration in the

Punjab as a whole, the average yearly not revenue during each of

succeeding 1836 has been as follows : — the triennial periods

1886-1899 ...

1889-1892 .. .« Rs. 13,79,807

1892-1895 ... » sy 16,35,879

1895-1898 ... " sy 18,713,105
» 21,20,882

The remarks of His Honor the IJieutenant-Gove'l;;lor of the Pu

' ‘ : njab on this gigantic
increase in the Excise Revenue run thus:—Hig Honor says e

\ e “In no depa of
Government hasthe spacialisation of administrative effort baen atbendeé) v:itt[;l]?;tore
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financial success than in the Excise Department, and the Lieutenant-Governor Third Day.

at all young officers will form the first endeavour to take an interest in this
of their duties, and thus ensure a continuance of the progress .so noticeable
1t years.”” Itis therefore not a matter of astonishment to find that the number
sed shops for the retail sale of intoxicants and narcotics in British India is
15,000 ; and that the net Excise and Customs ‘Revenues on liquors and drugs
ed in India has considerably increased during the past 24 years, from 1874 to
[n 1874, the net amount was Rs. 26,33,000; and in 1898, it rose to Rs. 60,91,000
‘e you to estimate the total amount spent by the people of India during these
t will come up to Rs. 444,40,000. This enormous expenditure has told consid-
1pon the well-being of .the people at large, and has been a direct cause of
werty,

jional character has become deteriorated and crime has increased consider-
Society has no controlon the immoral tendencies of the people: poverty and
making havoc in the country. The situation calls for immediate action and
labour. It is the duty of us all to stimulate the growth of public sentiment
this stupendous evil, and try our best to stop its current in the best way
3. The evils of intemperance in general—evils of mind and of body—are not
ry ones. They are as true and living as your own individual existences: they
:come the constant associates of your daily life and character, and are clog-
e wheels of your progress and advancement. Remember, gentlemen, that
specially ministers to lust, and sensuality is a:much more common vice -among
addicted to alcoholic drinks than among total abstainers. Ft gives artificial
h to the passions ; creates impure imaginations ; dulls the intellect ; weakens,
for the time being annihilates the memory ; renders the reason useless; and
» the appetites a mastery over the eniire person. Wherever intoxicating
become general, morality has always been 'seen to be on the decline. They

act like the Simoom of the desert, and scatter destruction and misery around

th. The voice of History rises up and tells us that the ruin of Rome was
» luxpry, of which indulgence in wine was the principal ingredient. Hannibal’s
1l less by the arms of Scipio than by the wines of Capua; and the inebriated
Macedon, after slaying his friend Clitus and burning the palace of Persepolis,
at last of a fit of intoxication in his 38rd year. Appearances may be against
. but labours in the cause of humanity always result in success. Ours will
successful were we to labour with “a heart within and God overhead,” and a
1 surely come when the Mighty Power who controls the growth and pros-
# nations and empires will shower uponour labours His choicest blessings,

erations yet unborn will reap a hundredfold harvest.

«There is, in every human heart,
Some not completely barren part,
Where seeds of love and truth might grow,
And flowers of generous virtue blow ;
To plant, to watch, to water there,
This be our duty, this our care,”
with the increase of intemparaunce, there has been a perceptible increase
ty, giving rise to burglary and theft,—though there has been an increase in
‘ace monthly wages of the working-classes and. day-labourers. Here is a
y?)f the average monthly wages of the labourers in Bengal :—

Able-bodied agricultural Syce or Coimon sitason, Carpenter,
labonrers. Horse-keeper. or Blacksmith,
Rs. Rs. Rs.
W 516 5 9-28
\ 69 658 1138

ise | 174 158 21
8. 33 p. c. 31p. c 2p. c -
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parts of Bengal where outstills do not exist. If then intemperance i.s ruinous to
individual life and character,—if it is the source of poverty and crime,—yea,
Intemprance fills our gaols, our lunatic asylums, our workhouses for the poor—yea,
if it is directly the cause of our national misery—the greatest sin of
it is morally incumbent on us all to fight out the war against Beer-
palaces with all our strength,—our moral and physical resources.

mented domes bedeck the canopy of the heavens, whose busy marts an :
thoroughfares bewilder the mind of a foreigner, and whose immense .wealth is the
wonder of the civilized world, you will find what Helps calls “ The Great Sit of the Great
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With this let us compare the statistics of theft and burglary :—
Divisions. Convictions for Burglury. vavietions for Theft.
Burdwan .. .. 372 . .. . 1,389
Presidency .. .. 391 .. 1,3?3)
Dacca .. .. 323 .. .. o g ‘);5

... | Patna . .. 1,20§ .. .. . 3y
Bihar | Bhagulpore 407 3 y ) 1717

. . e - , hap se
This shews a striking difference in the statisticsof crime between Bihar and tho
if

the 19th century,
houses and Gin-

Enter any of the grand cities of modern India, whose rising turrets and orna-
) d crowded

Cities.” The sins of the flesh and the lusts thereof are among the principal .elements
of individual daily life. Society proves the existence of this evil; the.dally life of tnh.e
nation proves it; and the Government statistics prove it. Itisa dissolution of the spirit.

of 2 man, making it loose, soft, and wandering : nay, it is an abuse to the spirit of a

man, acting as akind of fascination and witcheraft, blinding the understanding and en-
slaving the will. In short, the criminal commerce of the sexes corrupts and depl‘aVe‘S
the mind and moral character more than any single species of vice whatsoever ; it
incapatiates and indisposes the mind for all intellected, moral, and religious pleasures-
1t is the moral duty of young minds to avoid every thing which is likely to kindle the:
flame of passion in them, to avoid all places where sensuality reigns supreme, an
where temperance, soberness, and chastity are treated with contempt. There is no
slavery greater thanthose of intemperance and sensuality. Byron in his Pardana palus
thus refers to the slavery of sensuality :—

¢¢ Think’st thou thereis no tyranny but that—

Of blood and chains ? The despotism of Vice—

The weakness and the wickedness of luxury—

The negligeunce, the apathy, the evils

Of sensual sloth—produce ten thousand tyrants

Whose delegated cruelty surpasses

The worst acts of one energetic master,

However barsh and hard in his own bearing.”

The object of the Anglo-Indian ‘Temperance Association of England and its 280
branches working in this country, is to stimulate the growth of public interest in the-
educated and the morally enlightened with regard to the temperance cause by
bringing to its knowledge, by facts and figures, the abnormal and ruinous growth of’
this gigantic evil which is devastating the country from one corner to the other,—to
unite the different creeds and nationalities into which the Indian society is at present
divided by the dissemination of the nobler principles of a nobler national brother-
hood,—to bring to the knowledge of August England the evils which are socially.
intellectually, and morally retarding the advance of true civilization ir this countrys:
and thus in every way possible to induce the Noble Mother to have compassion-
on her sons and daughters, sothat she may bestir herself, and by Parliamentary Acts:
and Provincial Laws, root out all the evils from this country, ¢ The only policy,”” as-
Professor Francis Wayland said at the Philadelphia Convention of 1898, * which will
secure the adequate enforcement of any form of temperance legislation, is the policy”
which invites and obtains the active, cordial co-operation of law-abiding citizens. The-
ordinary machinery of the courts will not, unaided, accomplish the desired result-
The rules and practices which prevail in the case of crime against person and

property are not applicable here. Official action must be supplemented, always and.
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often stimulated by un-official energy. Wholesome public sentiment must be
crystalised, vitalised, and utilised.” Having in view therefore the exise policy of
the Government enunciated in the despatch published in the Gazette of India of
March 1st, 1890, to the effect ““that efforts should be made toascertain the existence
of the local public sentiments, and that a reasonable amount of deference should be
paid to such opinion when ascertained,” it is the duty of all Temperance Workers to
Join together in a united body and try with heart and soul to create public sentiment

in favour of Temparance Reform in India. Ye, Temperance Reformers,—those of you -

in whose hearts a real desire for a noble and pure manhood is reverberating through
all your thouglits, ideas, and sentiments, who are ready to spend all that the
Almighty has gifted you with, who have understood, nay practise in your daily lile,
the real essences of anoble citizenship, I say, those of you who live neither for this
life nor the flesh-pots thereof, gird up your loins and take upon your shoulders the

solemn task of emancipating your motherland from the bondage of intemperance and
sensuality, ’

The ancient Swedes defined the vice of drunkenness as ‘the disgrace of man
and the mother of misery,” and rightly so when you look at the havoc it has made
throughout the length and breadth of poor India, pervading the country as well as the
town, the agricultural districts as well as the commercial ones, sparing the young as
little as the old, and the woman scarcely less than the man, filling every haunt of
vice, every prison for crime, every hospital for sickness and accident, and every
asylum for madness. No foul epidemic ever raged in the country more periodically
than this permanently ; no malignant plant ever seeded and propagated itself with
more fatal rapidity and abundance. How very true then is the wise saying :—“ Show
not thy valiantness in wine ; for wine hath destroyed many.” It is therefore your
duty as Tewperance Reformers to blow the trumpet of temperance and purity through-
out this country. Remember that you cannot resist the influx of low desires, and
treat beneath your feet

‘¢ All thoughts of ill, all evil deeds

That have their root in thoughts of ill;
Whatever hinders or impedes

The action of the nobler will,”

without having confirmed and solidified your character in all those virtuous habits
which ennoble and elevate manhood. Trust in Him who can guide you into Truth,
and fill your immortal souls with joys which neither this world can give nor this
world can take away; and all those evils which are now distracting the national
mind will forthwith vanish away in the glorious dawn of a virtuous and noble man-
hood. The first object of the first 25 years of your existence should be the attain-
ment of g character, that is, of a will, fully formed, strenuous, magisterial, capable of
executing hard and difficult things. It is such a character—a character which feels
that its destiny is not confined to the narrow limits of the Preseut world but extends
far into the depths of eternity —that can get into contact with, and tharoughly appre-
tiate and enjoy, the ennobling and exalted sources of.pleasure _of which this life is
capable. If you desire to be truly virtuous and happy, if you desire to do good to the

society to which you belong, you must undergo many a severe inward struggle, and.

above gl learn to easily triumph over yourself. The success of your life-worlf and
the consummation of your happiness in the next will always be. in just propartion to
the efforts which you make to attain a virtuous character during the early years of

_Your life, Discharge in all faithfulness the duties you owe to your motherland, to

the Government in whose hands you have been placed by Providence, and to your .God
who is the Author and the Finisher of your existence. 'I.‘hen .shall peace, national
Peace, the peace of purity and manly innocence, reign in this l.and; and its dry
barren acres shall produce an army of spotless knights, who will be the glory of
future ages. (cheers) .

MR, A, C. PARTHASARATHY NAIDU (Madras):—

Mr. PresipenT, LADIES and GENTLEMEN,— I am sure my friend has treated the
Subject very exhaustively and there is nothing left for me to speak on that subject.
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- am sorry to have to say that wherever the Eoglish
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T'have got only one or two words to say. In this resolution we ask the Government

‘not to establish, or rather not to give licenses for the opening of the «wrrack and the

toddy shops in villages. Villagers, you all know, are orthodox men, God-fearing men.

I say that if there is religion, if there is constant faith in God, and if there is a God-
fearing spirit, itis among the villagers. When such God-fearing men are placed within
the reach of temptation of a peg of arrack or a pot of toddy, what do you think about
the changes that would be brought about in their moral character > A writer in the
Madras Presidency wrote to say that a Brahmin needed only a couple of annas @
day for his living, and a non-Brahmin 1 anna and 3 pies. That was a remarkable
statement. It might probably hold good in days when liguor shops and foddy bazaars
were unknown,

But now we find not only liquor shops, we find also aerated waters in every part
of the country. Villagers have not been accustomed to drinks at all, and not had the
fortune to see a bottle itself. When they are placed within the reach of temptation

by waters of doubtful colours (laughter), then that temptation makes them unworthy
citizens of India. How can you, under such circumstan
live on 1 anna and 3 pies a day ? (cheers).

There were cries of Telugu, in response to which, Mr. Parthasarathy Naidu
delivered a speech in a vigorous flow of Telugu language.

Miss GARLAND ( England ) who, on rising, was received with loud cheers said :—

Mr. PRESIDENT, LADIES and (ENTLEMEN,—After the very humorous and
sober speech that you have just heard, I am afraid a fow words in the simple English
language would fall very flat indeed. 1 think there is no one single resolution on the
agenda of the Congress paper that I am more interested in than this one, because
I belong in our country to the great Temperance party. You are not afflicted in
India with the curse of drink as we are. Last year we spent no less than
£ 154, 000, 000 in strong drink, and so far from bringing us any good it brought
us the greatest possible amount of evil. If you 2o to any village in the land, to any
big town, if you visit, as I generally do, the work-houses in those ditfere
you go and talk to the people and their guardians to know why
will tind that in 7 cases out of 10 they have come there through
go to the local jails or the large county jails and ask what is the reason why so many
persons are there, once more the answer is in » large majority of cases it is through
strong drink. One of our Governors at the Canterbury Jail for a great number of
years said that he had come across 20,000 persons and that not a single one of them
was a tea-totaller. Besides that, our doctors tell us it is the greatest curse o health
and we find that it is the cause of more disease in England than people imagine. It is
the over-drinking habit of onr population that largely fills cur hospitals. Some of
our medical men in England said that “if you take the ward patients, 7 oug of 1tk
beds are filled with people who would never have been there had it not been for their
intemperance.” That is a great and grave statement to make. We are doing what e
can to fight with the curse, but we have in England vested interests, we have to fight
with people who make large fortunes through the cursed traffic. We therefore look
to you in'India who have no vested interests, at any rate to such ap oxtent as we

have in our couniry, we hope that you will not get that cruel ¢y rse, that evil; but T

20, whethev it be in India, Africa,
America or any where else, the coloured people tell us that thay bring this horrible

liquor traffic along with them. Thatisa very great reproach to the Ruglish nation
and I as an English woman am ashamed to make thas statement,  But it is only too
true, I can assure you. There are thousands of men and women in England who
“deplore this and want, if possible, to make our own country more sober and set &
far better example than many of us have hitherto done when we oo to foreign
countries. I most heartily su pport this resolution (che -

ers).
Pr. RATAN NATH (Koul of Fyzabail), in seconding the resolution, suid in Urdu:—

*MRr. PRESIDENT, LADIES anNp GENTLEMEN, —Whatever the able and learned
speakers have just said about the injurious effects of intemperance is neither

exaggerated nor fictitious, but in fact 3 man of even ordinary common sensge cannab
fail to grasp the truth about it.

ces, expect these people t0

nt towns, if
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stroug drink, If you

: rance
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"yea, even encouraging them and P
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What am I or my poor abilities that, following a galaxy of fluent ispeakers, I may Tbir_d__l_lar

venture to do justice to the:question before you, but with due deference I would crave
the indulgence of the assembly for a few minutes.

The Resolution before us is no new thing to you—-beforg this there 1'1ave bee1;
Resolutions on this question in the previous Congresses. Itisa mz.xtter n;hll'::ptel;:e
of which, if you show your sympathies, you cannot be accused of g(?llll:% . agSI v o
policy of the Government, and I may even affirm that morally and re h1,,101?I gabits Oyf
man has a right to save his frid fls, relatiox}s and countrymen from t edew. hits of
which they may baa prey. OurRupign Government, -too,. can never be esm(l))u hat
the seed of evil deeds, mischief, disturbance of peace and n%rrehglousness 1_na,y k(iands ™
among its subjects. It isall because of this evil habit of drmk. tt.xa.t; t",he va;,-nou:iousness
fatal diseases, murders, premature deaths, suicides, thefts, injustices, 1cer.1f01d othex’-
affrays, collision of trains, waste of money, disgrace, poverty and mani e
calamities have become the events of every-day occurrence, and but for lr
all these evils may be reduced by 95 per cent, This view is not held by me a ﬁmg,
but I can quote the words of the most eminent statesmen' a,nd. the greatest p1 ys:
cians of England to prove my assertion. Ihold in my handiat this m.oment a vot;umf
which contains the decisions and the opinious of judges qf the hlghe.st; :lzotxr :hot
England who have most emphatically said that ha,'lf the crimes commltfg O;n d ?,S
country, are committed because of the accurged habit of drink, a,n(; .th}::,: Hnboi:abie
a country which has suffered the most from 1t.' 'I-‘he late la.me_nted ' 1};1; A on hrab.e
Lord Justice Leish has said: *‘In the great majority of cases in whic 1 have ad to

ass the sentence of death, strong drink has played the. leading part in causing .
}))ffence” (shame, shame). It is not the people of India a,lone. yho are strugg mi
to fight against its baneful effects, but a}most all the cwﬂlzetd‘ colt;téit;es(,) . oa
the x:orld are trying to do away with the evil .I. have seen theN rans B resting
letter addressed to a native missionary by Maliki, the Emir of u};e,oh i(itmnity
him to transmit his message to Bishop Crowther, the great apostle o T ,

ich runs thus:— . ’
Whlo‘:Tell Crowther, the great Christian minister, that he 1sh0u;]' fz?.;hsx.Q uZS;(; atl;
beg that he should beg the great pries)t:.; ttba,t; }1;111:3; ;?(?ul(}? (l)):th(:) de ’(mgg tlge Proghot's

e ineine Barasae (rum or jin) into . . .
}s);l:\(;;t 1;)5;2%121?) 11;15 in lghis matter—that of Brw-am:). };’Ve ha,v?. c?ll‘llfi:lin(i:: :111 01;11;1;
Ho 1 ) me spoiled arasa.’’ ere
‘H © must nos leaveazuzfrci?;it(fgietf? ca‘m)l?gg the ]li)luropeag liquor dealers of his'; countlry
mstance.: Khaina, that he wished that no drink should be sold to his pe?op e.
before him, snd ml(i(ll 13heur’;inga; having failed, he as a last resort ordered those liguor
Fines, threats, and war g

i hat if they were not going to obey
. 'S -oucht before him and told them the .
;1 ‘eale}('; . ?;1;) ; (:sliuld better clear off, and get out qf his country, e.mdf gezlr(la;i nx:turn
:1118 Olimile'asfor gley were tempting his people to get into the bad habit of dr .
€ y ' _l

hen its
itical reform can make progress only w
ernment and political refo

Gentlemen, good gov

pe()plea]'e ‘e]“pel i i i ¢ uCCQSS’ ’
1 ‘ e . l (3] i Y i l CberS are

sias i .
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having for.its
suffer the loss than sacrifice the peace of a country. Any Government having

7ot m its sub-
aim the good administration of its people and the decrease of poverty among
aim the g

: i d it is onl
i is in duty bound tostop and regulate the nefarious traffic :f fgmx;l;; ﬁflwi;hers oyf
Lﬁ]cm’ 151111 -ant to uproot it that can with justice be called 'ohe1 r tho greatost plea-
G rrernme v‘t;a;amd’ not a horde of the anti-Congressists. And I have g
‘Governmen

that the Government itself has sided wi%-h us in thl;
the Viceroy and the Commandfar-ln-thef an
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ding in temperance meetings (cheer.s). tl‘hey
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beyond the shadow of a doubt that in comparison with the abstemious, people addicte.d
to drink commit twice, nay, even three or four times, the number of crimes and it is
due only to the exertions of the British Government that at present out of 70, 000
English soldiers located in India, 24, 000 are total abstainers ( cheers). But mark the
difference: on one side the Gospelof Temperance preached to the English soldiery
by their Excellencies, the Vice-Regent of Her Gracious Majesty, and the Commandedl-
in-Chief of Her armies in India, from the Olympian heights of Simla, on the other
hand, the attempts of the District Officers to reed> the Excise Revenue of the
Government, , 3

Gentlemen, there was a time in India, under the Moslim rule, when the income
from the sale of intoxicants was not even 20 lacs of Rupees and that whatever was
collected from this source was levied as a fine and not as a source of Revenue. In
the year 1858, when the rule of the Honourable East India, Com pany was abolished and
the reins of government were assumed direct by Her Gracious Majesty the Queen,
the Excise Revenue was only 50 lacs—but it is most reluctantly that I have to
annouunce that the present income from that source is above § crores of Rupees.
What else could be the result of such a policy, if not the disturbance of public
peace, the poverty of the masses, the utter demoralization of the people and tempt-
ations to commit innumerable crimes. Those of my audience who have seen
the Nawabi shall bear testimony to the fact that 40 years ago, in this city of Lucknow
and its surroundings, within a radius of 10 miles, there was not one liquor shop,
while now I am sorry to say there are 100 shops in the city alone (shame, shame). You
know already, Gentlemen, what was the attitude of the Moslim kings towards this
reform. Did the Emperor Akbar permit the use of wine under his rule? Was
drunkenness ever allowed to spread during the regime of Aurangzeb? Was there no
prohibition during the time of Jehangir? Are not the strict laws even now enforced
in some countries probibiting its sale? I am told that in the Argentiue Republic
there are certain laws according to which men found drunk are obliged to sweep
the refuse of the city for one whole week (laughter)—and no exception to the rule
is made even in favor of the rich, or man of rank, but the punishment falls on high
and low alike. On the other hand what do we find here ; no remedy whatever-—and
that is the reason why the progeny of the ancient Rishis, the plants sown by their

sacred hands, I mean our Rajas and Maharajas, the hopes of their country who ought:

to have been the saviours of their people, fall themselves a prey to the vampire of
drink, and succumb to death immersed in §in (kear, hear). As my time is nearly over
I shall add only a few words more before I resume my seat.

Gentlemen, you are all the living memorials of those eminent founders of arts
and sciences whose fame as the originators thereof is still admired by the greatest
of modern civilized nations of the earth—and if those lofty spirits are dead and gone,
with all the attainments they were proud of, yet still you have the honor to call that-
country your home which gave to ancient India her valiant sons, like Arjun and Bhima

5,000 years ago (cheers). Even now the self-same Aryan blood runs in the veins of

their descendants. There is no ground whatever, why that seed of true heroism
and nobility of character should have wasteda way. Have the offsprings of those
ancient heroes who were ever ready to sacrifice their lives for the good of others—
so much degenerated as to become blind to their own interests and lose their

discrimination of right and wrong—will they not even now try to better their con-

g their people. I say they will,.

dition and reform the evils which have crept amon

and with that hope I beg to support the Resoluti
BaBU RAM PRASAD (dllahabad) supported the R
The Resolution was caried unanimosly.

on before you (cheers).
esolution in an Urdu speech.

THE PRESIDENT:—I have to announce that the Congress will 'meet in this hall
at 12 o' clock to-morrow. The Subjéets Committee
reading-room.

I have the pleasing announcement to make th
of Fyzabad, undertakes to board
to Ajodhyia.

at Babu Gokal Chand Rai Rahadur,
all delegates who may be interested in paying a visit

will meet in half an hour in the

REQURTHE DEY'S %@%@%ﬂ@mgﬁ%
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HE Congress re-assembled at 12 noon.

THE PRESIDENT:—I wish to put the first resolution from the Chair. We have
taken two days to consider the Rules of the Constitution which were fr-amed by the
Committee appointed for that purpose. We have consulted all the leading members

of the Congress and carefully revised these Rules, and I wish with your permission
to read them for your acceptance.

Fourth
Day.

. Resolution X.—That this Congress adopts the following Ru les regarding the Constitu-

Constitution of the Congress :—

tion.
of the

1.—The object of the Indian National Congress shall be to promote by constitu- Congress.

tional means the interest and the well-being of the people of the Indian Empire.
2,—1I¢ shall ordinarily meet once a year at such time and in such place, as shall
have been resolved on, by the last preceding Congress. Provided tha,? the Indian
Congress Committee, as hereinafter provided for, may in case of nec;essxty, change
the place or time of the meeting of the Congress ; provided also Phat in case'a of emer-
gency the Indian Congress Committee may convene an extraordinary Session of the
Congress at such time and place as may be determined by the?m: '
8.—1It shall consist of delegates elected by political associations or other bodies
and by public meetings.

4.—Its affairs shall be managed by a Committee styled the Indian Congres
Committee consisting of 45 members elected by the Congress, 40 of whom sh?,ll be
elected upon the recommendations of the different Provincial Congress‘ Comml.ttees
and, in the absence of such Committees, by the delegates of the respectlve pro:rmces
in Congress assembled, in the manner here-in-below laid down that is to say :—

For Bengal including Assam . . .. 8
For Bombay including Sind .. . .. 8
For Madras including Secundrabad - .. 8
For North-Western Provinces including Oudh . .o 6
For Punjab . . , . . ;
For Berar - . . . 8
For Central Provinces - . .

The term of office of the members of the Committee shall be the period inter-
vening between two ordinary meetings of the Oongrestsl. . . ar ones
B.-— ic ongress Committee shall meet at least three fimes a year,
imm‘:dia’It‘;llirIz:;(ti;intl?e gjngress, once during the year between the‘ month.s of June
and October as may be determined upon by th.e Committee, and once immediately be-
fore the Congress, at such place as the Committee may find convenient. »

6.—The Indian Congress Committee shall have an .Honorary Secret:iry and ﬁ.
paid Assistant Secretary, with suitable office staff, f.or which a sum of Rs. 5,000 gaa.
be granted annually, on¢ half of which shall be provided by the Receptl(;ln Cé)mmlt.ee
of the place where the last Congress is held, a'md the other _half byhtlg eception
Committee of the place where the next succeeding Congress is to be held.

The Secretary to the Indian National Congress shall be the Honorary Secretary
©of the Committee. .

7.—Provincial Congress Committees sha.ll be organized at the Capl.ta,ls of :l}:e
different Presideucies and Provinces of India for t!me .purpose.o.f };:anl'ymgd o;: ne.
work of political education, on lines of general appreciation of Britis rube an on.c?
stitutional action for the removal of its defects., t?lroughout the yeax('l, ) y oria 1:1;3
Standing Congress Committees, holding Provincial Conferences, and by such other

RESOLU-
TION.
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means a8 they may deem proper, in consultation with the Indian Congltess Commit
tee, for furthering the ovjects of the Congress. They shall be responsible agentso
the Indian Congress Committee for their respective provinces, and shall submit an
nual reports of their work to that Committee.

8.—The nomination of the President, the drafting of Resolutions and all othe
business in connection with the Congress, shall be done by the Indian Congress Com
mittee. It shall also, subject tothe approval of the Congress, frame rules for th
election of delegates, the election of speakers and the conduct of the proceedings o
the Congress.

9.—Rules and bye-laws shall be framed by the Provincial Congress Committe
for the election of members, the conduct of their own proceedings, and other matter
appertaining to their business. All such rules and bye-laws shall be subject to th
approval of the Indian Congress Committee.

- 10.—A committee styled the British Congress Committee shall be maintained i
England, which shall represent there the interests of the Indian National Congres:
The amount requisite for the expenses of the said Committee shall be  determine
and voted by the Congress, and the amount so voted shall be raised By the India
Congress Committee in such manner as may be determined upon by tha$ body fror
time to time,

11.—The Indian Congress Committee shall take such steps as they may deem t
to raise a permanent fund for carrying on the work of the Indian National Congress
and such fund shall be invested in the name of 7 trustees, one from each province i
India, to be appointed by the Congress.

This, gentlemen, is the final result of our deliberations, which, I may suy, hav
gone on for several years past, because, for several years past endeavours have hec
made to frame this Constitution. The very utmost care has been bestowed on ti
preparation of this constitution, and in its preparation it has been subjected to repes
ed revisions and a most careful elaboration. I have the honour to present to y
the result of our labours, and I beg you will notify your acceptance of these Rules
by raising your hands. (Voices *all”, “all.”)

The resolution was carried unanimously.

THE PRESIDENT:— It follows from these rules that this Indiun Congress Connn
tee shall be formed at once. The names of the members of the Committee ha
been submitted and will be read out to you.

Mg. J. GHOSAL theu read the following names:—

Members of the Committee Appointed by the Congress under the
‘ above Resolution.
On behalf of the Congress —
Mr. W. C. Bannerjee.
The Hon'ble Surendra Nath Bannérijce. .
. " P. Anandra Charlu.
’s ' P. M. Mehta,
Mr. A. M. Bose.
Bengal-—
Mr. Kali Charan Bannerjee.
,»  Bhupendra Nath Bose.
The Hon’ble Mr. Baikuntha Nath Se1:.
Mr. Ambica Charan Mozumdar.,
., J.Ghosal,
», Aswini Kumar Dutt.
;» Dipnarain Singha.
N.-W. P. & Oudh—
The Hon'ble Pandit Bishambar Natl:.
Babu Ganga Prasad Varma.,
Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya.

+ s
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Mr. A. Nundy.
,, Bishna Narayan Dar.
,, Hafiz Abdur Raheem.
Bombay—
Mr. D. E. Wacha.
The Hon’ble G. Chandravarkar.
Mr. W. A. Chambers.
,, R. M. Sayani.
,» Daji Abaji Khare.
,, Chiman H. Sitalwad.
,, R.P. Karandikar.
‘ ,» 'Tahilram Khem Chand.
Panjab—
Lala Kanhiya Lal.
Sirdar Jhanda Singh.
Lala Hur Kishsn Lal.
Bakshi Jaishiram.

Central Provinces— ,

Mr, Bapurao Dada.
Bhagirath Prasad. °
H. V. Kelker.

"
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Berar— Mr. Mudholker.
Mr. Deoraso Vinayek.
,, M. V.Joshi
,» G. 8. Khaparde.
Madras :

The Hon’ble C. Vijia Raghavacharior.

C. Jumbulinga Mudelior.
' ,, G. Venkataratnam.

Mr. C. Sankara Nair..

P. Rangia Naidu.

P. Ram Chandra Pillay

G. Subramania Ayer.

V. Ryru Nambyar.
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The Congress unanimously approved of these names.
Tue PRESIDENT:—It has fallen upon me to- propuse a second resolution also,

which ruuns in these terms:

Resolntion XI.—That this Congress recoguises the valuable sgrvices of the Br‘i-
tish Committes in the cause of the people of India, and expresses its u'na,bated confi-
dence in Sir William Wedderburn and the other members of the Committee.

This is a resolution which in similar terms has been passed by you year after
year and therefore it is needless for me to go into any details.

The resolution was carried unanimously. .

"Pup PrESIDENT—It has also fallen upon me to move the third resolution which

runs thus:— . .

Resolution XII.—That, having regard to the policy of appointing to the .Gove;'n?;
ships of Madras and Bombay statesmen from Englan(.i to the exclusugl of t u:
services in India, this Congress is of opinion that it is desirable that those rlt))v1-n(,e>
should be administered with the help of Councils of three and no_t of tWIo g}em ers as
at present, and that one of the three Councillors should be a Native of .n ia. .

This is practically the same Resolution as was passed-at the prevxo;;ll? Congr e;S{S'
and so it is not necessary for me to make any r.emarks ’over a}ld ayb(;vedd e remarks
that T have had the pleasure of makifig in my first day’s Presidential address.

. el 3 1 ‘ .
. The resolution was carried unanimously. ‘
THE PRESIDENT:—1 will now call upon Mr. Mudholkar to propose the fourth

resolution, but before he addresses you I wish to say one word—namely, that our
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R’;urth hands are full, and it will be necessary for every speaker to confine himself to the

time limit which has been fixed. I hope it will not be necesary for me to do what I
reluctantly do to touch the gong. The time limit fixed is 10 minutes for the mover
of the resolution and 3 minutes for every seconder and supporter.

MRr. R. N. MADHOLKAR (Berar) :—Mr. President, Brother-delegates, Ladies and
Gentlemen,—I hope to finish what I have to say within the time limit allowed to me
by the President. The resolution which is entrusted to me runs thus:—

Resolution XIII—That the Congress, while gratefully recognizing the endeavours
made by the Indian and Provincial Governments to save human life and releive dis-
tress at the present famine, urges the adoption of the true remedy to improve the
condition of the cultivating classes and prevent the occurrence of famine. This
Congress recommends the courtailment of public expenditure, the development of’
local and indigenous industries, and the moderating of land assessment,

Gentlemen, we meet to-day as three years ago under the shadow of a dire
calamity. Through the greater part of the country a dreadful famine is ravaging
and is creating havoc both of men and of beast. In the part of the country from
which I come we had no experience of famine for over 66 years. This year, however,
we see a sight such as no man alive in Berar says he has seen. That tract of the
country you know is one of the most fertile tracts in India, and is so favourably
situated that generally we succeed in having sufficient rainfall. This year on account
of the most scanty supply, instefid of seeing that rich variety of green and golden
yellow which greets one’s eyes at this time of the year what you see everywhere
is nothing but unbroken arid, black and brown with not a single patch of green to
relieve your eyes. Man, you see almost sinking down in some places, and cattle
have already gone down by thousands, and I am afraid by the end of this year you
will find hundreds of thousands of cattle have died from starvation. Thanks for
.the generous, sympathetic attitude of Lord Curzon and his Government, this year’s
famine policy is the most generous and most suitable that has been adopted by the
British Government. In times past there were some mistakes committed, and we.
must say to the credit of Government that profiting by those mistakes the most
suitable measures have been adopted from the very beginning. Gentlemen, our
grateful acknowledgments are due to the Government for the most earnest and
sincere endeavours they are making for the protection of life. But that is not every-
thing. We do make our grateful acknowledgments for what has been done and for
what the Government is doing now. But on this occasion it is our imperative duty
duty to ourselves, duty to the Government under which we live, and duty to ths;
country in which we live, that on this occasion we should prominently draw their
attention to the causes of such famines, and to ask them to set themselves earnestly
to remove all those causes. The cause of the famine of course Some people say with
more wit than truthfulness is the failure of rainfall. Even a fool knows that. What
we want to know is why is it that on the slightest deficiency of rainfall the people-
of this country succumb at once and go down in thousands and hundreds of th(I))u-
sands. They are living under the most benign Government and it i3 a most curious
thing that even under that Government they have no staying power which will enable-
them to hold on for one or two years. The reason for this I shall quote to you not

from the words of any Congress man or any blatent politici .
responsible deliverance of such a body as the Famine Commisp(;ion i but from * the

‘““At the root of much of the poverty of the beople of India and of the risk
which they are exposed in seasons of scarcity lies the unfortunate cire t}115}
that agriculture forms almost the sole occupation of the mass of the po ul;trins anc;
that no remedy for present evils can be complete, which do, es not inc}:u?e o on, :.n .
duction of a diversity of occupations through which the surplus ula.tione in 11;,‘
drawn from agricultural pursuits and led to earn the means I:)(;psubsist;g iz
manufactures or some such employments,” (The Re |

: ort of the Fa , o s
Vol. 11, page 175.) port of the Famine Commis sion,
Further on it says: —

A main cause of the disastrous consequences of Indian Famines, and one of’
’
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he greatest difficulty in the way of promoting relief in.an e?’fectua-l shape, is to
e found in the fact that the great mass of the populatmn.dn'ectly dep(.ends on
gricalture, and that there is, no other industry from which any cons1'derable
art of the community derives its support. The failure of the usual' rain thus
eprives the labouring 'class, as a whole, not only of the ordinary supplies of f(')od
btainable at prices within their reach, but also of the sole employment by which
hey can earn the means of procuring it.” : N

The people of Indin arc admittedly by all the mltl}ol.'ities oﬂi.cial and 11011-0ﬁ111<?1z;1
» be one of the poorest in the whole world. We live, 1118 t-%'ue, ina coun.try which
s rich in material resources but it is not given to us to enjoy all the fruits 0? th?,t
realth. We are admittedly, as I told you, the poorest of nations .because while in
angland the yearly income per head of the population—the average 1‘nc:0m.e 1 mhean to
ay---is £41, whereas taking the whole of Great Brituin. and I}'elftn'd it is £36, w g;'e.asl
1 that very poor country, viz., Ireland it is £16, but in Ind}a it is sta_ted b‘Y OG cmt
utharity in a note prepared by Sir David Barbour, to be £2. In 1870 Mr. rsmf
Wff, when he was Under-Secretary for India said that th(f income of. the people o
ndia per head was at the most £2.  Mr Dadabhai Nowroji's calcul.atlo.ll wouk} show
. 10 be less, but taking the official calculation the income per he_ad 15 £92 Itis allso
ound by official calculation that the amount necessary for malntamm.g evetlll such a
00T person as a camp follower is about Rs. 27 per head. After making the nec?i-
ary deduction there remains just barely Rs. 4 per head to supply the man w1lt{ 1
lothing and other things. This is the condition you must remember, ?hen .weIte:l .e
1to :l(:(:'uunt rich people also. There are, as evelzybody Wh(). has remained -1f1 : n 15;,
nows, hundreds and thousands, I should say millions, who live on the })are verge t;)i _
tarvation, Sir Willinm Hunter said that 40 millions passed thrpugh life on insufti-
ieut food. The testimony of Sir Charles Elliot is to the same effect.

Our poorer population instead of decreasing is }'0&1’1{ increasing. What is .thlls
ue to¥ This is due to, as the Famine Commission of 1879 have pointed out., agm(;lill -
ave being the sole industry on which the masses are dependefnt. ) According to te»
alculation of that commission 90 per cent of the ru%'a,l :populat-lon is closely cc?n;c:,‘(l: -
d with the land and 80 per cent of the total popu.lat}o.n is clo.sely connecf:ed lzth he
wmd.  Our calculation, calculation made by a statistician of unportancc? 1ln the mgm-
ay Presidency is that there are so many as 86 per cel.lt of the 'gejnlelaal polp: nu:;
ho are closeb; connected with the land. But even taking th(;a oﬂg‘cm c 101:; ;exos ' o
ccount fully 80 per cent of the populatio:'l is dep.endent on 1tmd : ?rm;; ‘):e ho state
f things was otherwise. You had your {ndustrl.es. Those in us ltfe-:] e ¢ do{m
ud collapsed. Formerly well balanced industrial systenz blJast 1 en 111 ’ ysg o do in,'
'his is the state to which this country has been brough Vl -1lei‘ (:](1)1 ing o of ourin
ustrial system, The remedy for this is as sugges.nted by tt;le astion Commission
18 revival of industries, and that brings 1n the. 1mp0rtaiu ’ queAt n of tochminl
1struction and the utilisation of what little (-apm.ﬂ you hav e.1 At tho same timo

throws upon Government the duty of showu}g then'zsi:e v ;)s more _alive to
iis part of their duties than haj ;?lf etn fﬁ;ﬁ? t(I)) 1:: t;;i::;le lzfloill)el: mattér in-which
aly thing that could be done an at ought -, Anothe - '
1e'}shoe-§inches, and pinches very greatly, is m(.:reased expen(‘htu: ;:. 'I ;ﬁl ;;ol:;] ig);)eg{;
ey many figures. I shall mention one fact which more th’an "11.:1(; .' ne:: N
mtirm what we have been asserting for years past. Itis t-lns). ar g1 ()Bf B s
>u will find that for our twoyears of su‘rplus thelfe are thx"ec yesa $ Moking a,’nowance
tal deficit in 6¢ years is something like 30 .crore_s Of.— 3 u}::i-és e o
r the whole surplus the net deficit is sqmething h.ke ! i i;;creased eans fhat
lereis so much addition to the public debt. Public dept u.msdministmﬁon S
wrly to 270 crores. This shows plainly thatz t?le cogt of' ouz z(;re s what’ though
e are }xa\vmg a highly civilised form of admmlstratlon? is ;nth rﬁns . What wo can
wr. We must cutour coat a.ccolz;ditég tOto m‘; 1(::2' a lIofnt;ecz:tI That is the problem
2 n with a very short coat an . ] .

conteml;ttt:liof(s:ced and we must again pray the G?vernme?t tﬁl sex&lﬁgsti?; ;;::;3:11;

‘tail expehditure in every form, and wherever it is practicable.



When I say more civilized countries let me tell you, in one respect thereis no coun- Fousth
try which is more civilized than India, (ckeers) namely in having the good fortune, ‘3_‘_-‘_' :
the exceptionally good fortune of having what has been pronounced by several com- Pandit
petent men as was also expressed the other day by our President, a magnificent Madan
civil service for the country (Cheers). Now, gentlemen, with such a service to 1\11\;‘1);;“”.‘
guide the affairs of the country, with men of the highest culture, men of the broadest vy
humanitarian feelings, men who come out with the idea of serving the country in the Retormto
best way they can and also to a country not at all poor in its natural resources, what i

is it that brings famine to the doors of India so often and so repeatedly ? What is it RESOLU.

Four.th ha.s’contributed 'in the greatest degree to this increase of debt is, as you kuow, the
Mr.-—i{_‘ X tl\:ll'-ht:;y exxndxtnre, and even the Military authorities have admitted that the Mili-
Madhol. o g’ wIt):i?:hl ure can be ?urtalled without any loss of efficiency. That is therefore a
Kar. whi g}'1 v?’e n{us? again press on the attention of the Government. Another thing
— lich we must press on the attention of Government is the land Revenue Systen.
R:x’-:?;?mm Th? land Revenue system is productive of many evils about which ' the cultivator eom-
famines. plgms.. I shall noteonly one authority and that is, I should consider, the conclusive
—-— authority. Sir Theodore Hope when he introduced the Decean Agriculturists Relief’s

Tiow.  Act into the Legislative Council admitted that to our Revenue system must, in no small
FION,

XIth.

XIl. measure, be attributed the present indebted condition of the ryol. Lovd Lytton admit-

ted the same thing. Sir Robert Gorden, who followed admitted the same thing.  We
have therefore the highest official testimony that the Revenuo system is toa very
great exten't responsible for the present condition of the péaszmt. If 80 per cent of
the population is entirely dependent on land and if that population is brought toa
very -.lowlstate of poverty, and if that poverty is duein some measure at least to an
:;E;:::b eleze;:e 8y ;te':}n, can we :1013 fairly ask the Government to modify that
I‘evisio‘[‘l and ek S admitted in 1879- and after that there has been everywhere
this wonld oot ]eagct;a)m;nt of'?,ssess ment. We can well ask the Government whether
well ask the Govor napflu,l bankruptcy .a,nd r\'1in to t}le whole country. We can
o Consona,n;: o ot :;lt:nef?t w }ether- un.d.er this benign British Government it is at all
ing mass of indobt d e tradition of Brmsh. rule that there should be an ever increas-
Jution to edaness and poverty. With these few remarks I commend this reso-
your acceptance (cleers).

PANDIT MADAN MOHAN MALIVYA (Allahabad) who on rising was received with

that prevents the Government of this conntry from driving out the famine practi-
cally from India as it has been driven practically from other civilized countries which
have not such an excellent service thereas we have the good fortune to possess.
There must be some reason, gentlemen. It is not the service which is to blame,
but it is the system which is to blame (kewr,kear). The pity, the great pity, the deplor-
able pity of it is that notwithstanding the matter has been so often brought before -
the Government, the true remedy has never yet been seriously thought of being
applied. Gentlemen, the question that you have before you to-day is that of famiue
occurring repeatedly ; and the remedy that you point out briefly in this resolution
is that the condition of the cultivating classes must be improved. Gentlemen, re-
member it is no use my repeating toyou that4/5 of the population of this country
depends upon agriculture. Now, the condition of agriculture cannot be improved
unless the Government take good care to cousider what is necessary to improve
that condition, There are two aspects of the question the’ Government revenue -de-
mand and then fixity of tenure to the cultivating classes. With regard to the first,
gentlemen, we have repeatedly expressed our conviction that permanent settlement

Mo loud cheers said :— .
o an ' H .

Malivya. luti Mr. President, quhes and Gentlemen :-—I have the pleasure to second this reso- should be extended to all those parts of India where it dces not obtain (Checrs). With
ution, and I do not think Ineed say much in supportot it. This is a qiestion, gentle- regard to the stcond, we havealso expressed our deep conviction that a fixity of

——

RESOLU. men, which has not been brought before the Congress for the first time. Almostin an tenure should be secured to the cultivating classes, so that they may be better able

10 bear the rigours of famine when it should approach them. With regard to the

TION, . . .
identical form this matter has heen placed before the Congress in years past, and the

Congress has expressed its opinion very emphatically as to the true remedy for
far.nl.ne. Gentlemen, the regretis that notwithstanding this record expression of
opinion by the Congress, notwithstanding the expression of similar opinion by English
statesmen and politicians who have governed this country and, notwithstanding also
the conviction which has been expressed in writing by many officials of State. the re-
medy with seems to be not denied, not seriously disputed by a,nybody.butndm,itted by
most, should net yet have been most seriously adopted, atany rate that no serious
effort should have been made to grapple with the question, as itshould have been
done. Now, gentlemen, in the first part of the resolution you justly express your
appreciation of the endeavours which are being made by Provincial Administrations to
relieve- distress and to mitigate suffering so far as they can, by administerine
relief in times of famine. 1t is undoubtedly a grand humanitarian sight to Suz
the -Government employing all its vast machinery to relieve distress, so favr' Lg
it humanly can, when there is actual distress in the country. I ¢ not -tllirl-l‘;
there is a single man who has seen the grand famine operations or heard of
them and yet will fail to express his deep obligations to the Government fO'
that measure. But when these sights recur with an unforunate frequenc mw
they do, when you find famines coming one after another during the 06{11.::

of a short period of 3 or 4 years, you begin to turn away from the considera-

tion of the humanitarian aspect of belicving distress when jt comes,
‘begin almost to feel callous for the time being as to the fate of ti1e fe;v M;d .
suffering when you think of the fate of the many who may be overcome j W.lo are
come by the same dire calamity. You ask where is the remedy v Whm- tl-me 0
-guarantee? Where is the assurauce, the hope, that this dire Cala,mi.t;y wﬂtlale is the
take many more millions in the year tocome ? (Heur, hewr) Tam sorvy to not over-
men, there does not seem to me to be any response of a hopeful nature tbay’ sentle-
tnon-at least for the present moment. It has been long understood t t;[)
India do occur with greater frequency than they occurain more et\;iliyl:d

tha,t qu oS-
femines in

~ of extending perma.nent settlement

- -9f the despatch ar

-are of opinion that the advantage
~only to those immediately concerne

countries, ) ] J y ¢ ed ‘
: ' -sufficiently great to justify them in incurring the

first, it seems.to me that certain officials of Government think that it is an impracti-
.cable scheme, that the days are long passed when Governors or statesmen, British
Irdian statesmen, would think of extending the permanent settlement, that we must
not hope that it would ever be extended, that huge mistake was committed in Bengal
where a large portion of therevenue of Government was made over to the zemindars
-of Bengal, to the detriment of the rest of the country. The Government, so say some
.of these statesmen, isnot going to repeat that huge blunder. Well, gentlemen, ‘if
it were that only the zemindars of Bengal or any other part of India that were fo be
I should not be taking up your time and spending energy
in speaking on this aspect of the guestion. The zemindars are only a small body
in the country, compared to the great mass of the population in whosg midst
they live, and I am sure that nobody would desire that the measure should not be
-adopted because while it will benefit a large body of men in the country it would
alsq benefit the zemindars. (Cheers.) Gentlemen, the conviction has long been
-expressed that permanent settlement is needed, and I would only read to you some
-quotations from high official authorities in support of that view. It is no doubt in
1793 that permanent settlement was introduced in Bengal. The Government had n?t
then all that information before them which they have now after a century. It is

not that English statesmen have given up their idea until a very few ycars ago,
o other parts of the country. In 1862 the
it was desirable to extend

taken into consideration,

Secretary of State in a despatch pointed out that
Permanent settlement wherever a certain - portion of the area has c¢ome under

cultivation. Again in 1865 the same opinion was expressed. Now, gentlemen, the words
e so important that I ask your permission to read some of them.
62 Viscount Halifax said :—

£ these considerations, Her Majesty’s Government
s which may be reasonably expected to accrue not
d with land, but to the community generally are
risk of some prospective loss ‘of

Writing in the despach of 18
“After a most careful review o
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revenue in order to attain them, and that settlement in perpetuity in the districts in
which the conditions require it or may hereafter require it, is a measure dictated by
sound policy and calculated to accelerate and develop the resources of India and the

_ensure in the highest degree welfare and contentment of all classes of Her Majf’Sty s

subject.”’
Now, gentlemen, such anopinion as that coming so lateas 1862 and being laid before
the Government of India and the conviction of vast numbers of educated Indians who

-live in India in the midst of the people and who are better acquainted with the evils

which are incidental to a temporary settlement of land revenue, should set the Govern-
ment of India at least into a mood for serious enquiry whether that was not the real
and true remedy for the state of things which we in common with the Government of
India deplore. Then, gentlemen, there is the question of the fixity of tenure to the
cultivating classes. I am glad to find, and I am sure we are all grateful to find,
that not in one but in several Rrovinces, the Government is anxious to obtain fixity of

. tenure to the cultivating classes. In these provinces you are aware that efforts are
- being made in that divection, and efforts have been made in other Provinces too. Now,
- gentlemen, we must remember one thing. There is a great deal of opposition shown at

times, particularly by the Zamindars to the advantagesof #yot only being looked intor
in the proposals of the Government. I do not speak here for the Zamindar, but I speak
inthe interests of the syot. The Government ought to introduce such rules and
malke such arrangements as will not have to be given up or gradually modified to
prevent discontent among Zamindars or to pacify them; and one essential condition

_of success in that line is that while Government wants to give fixty of tenure or

certainity of long lease to the cultivating classes, the Government ought also to

~restrain its hands and not repeatedly demand increased revenue for over 12 or 20 or
38 years from the Zamindars ( cheers).

In the unusual excitement which the Land
Revenue Act has produced in these Provinces I have had occasions to meet and

_discuss the question with several Zamindars and 1 find, gentlemen, that not one
. out many of them said to me :—

“We would be very glad and we are very willing that the Government should
extend to the ryot what they want, if the Government would give us also permanent
settlement as to the revenuc demand ™ ( cheers ).

Therefore, gentlemen, to that extent, I say the question of permanent settlement
is one which concerns the 7yot also. Place some restriction on your revenue demand
and place a corresponding restriction upon the demand of the Zamindar from the cul-
tivator, so that the cultivator may be securedagainst undue ethancement and against
capricious ejectment; and you will have secured the happiness and contentment of the
very greatest portion of the population of India (cheers), Gentlemen, there are just
two other matters that I want to touch upon. I am very sorry I have trespassed too-
long upon your patience. Of the two other matters to which 1 will briefly refer,
one is, amongst other recommendations we make, we say that Government ought
to foster native industries and native arts. Time there was when in this very city
of Lucknow any number of persons were employed in producing things of native
manufacture, and earning a very handsome living by that means. Unfortunately to-
day if you go and inquire of the old citizens of Lucknow, you will find that products of
English and other foreign Mills have entirely killed Indian industries, Gentlemen, we-
do aot blame the Government forit. That is a matter about which we make no com-

~ plaint to the Government.  What we pray is that the Government would take meas-,
ures to give technical and industrial education to the people, so that they may be
able to find out the means of producing those things which are required in India
in their own midst and not send away crores upon crores to foreign lands in liew
of things that exist (cheers). It scems that even if all our prayers regarding”
greater employment of Indians in the public service were granted, that would
bring us only avery smallrelief, compared to the great relief which would come ¢
the country by the introduction or revival of native arts and industries (hear, kear).
Gentlemen, it is for this reason that we pray to Governmen$ to take steps to gi

“of India. But wa fing

nwAAL I 1y

a better technical instruction to the people of this country than they have hitherto
been doing. In Englapd itself more is done than in India, while in countries like
Germany, in Asiatic countries like little Japan, much more attention is paid to
imparting technical instruction, preparing the people to produce things that they
require for their ordinary every-day use. : ‘

Therefore it is we say thatin our opinion the Government ought to spend much
more money on establishing and maintaining colleges for imparting technical education,
than it has hitherto done. Gentlemen, if these prayers are considered in a candid
manner, if these prayers are listened to and a serious enquiry is instituted as to the
means by which effect can be given to this. I have no doubt the condition of the people
will greatly improve at no distant date, and if famine should even then come to the
doors of our people they will be better able to protect themselves against that calamity
and the Government will find it not necessary to cometo the rescue of the people to
the extent they do ‘at present ( cheers).

HaJi SHAIK HUSSAIN (Bombay) supported the resolution in an Urdu speech.

MR, CHINTAMANI (Madras) said :—Mr. President, Brother-Delegates, Ladies and
Gentlemen :—It is with a heavy heart that I rise to support the resolution so ably
moved by our distinguished countryman, Mr. R. N. Mudholkar, and so eloquent-
ly seconded by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, and I say so because the deplor-
able situation in which we, find ourselves makes it impossible for us not to feel
the acutest pain for the miserable and calamitous poverty of this fabled land of

weal‘h - (kear, hear). For, Sir, in spite of the protestations of Sir Charles Lyall, '

we in Congress assembled deliberating upon questions vitally affecting the interests
of our dear and beloved motherland, cannot help expressing our firm conviction
that these famines are the direct, and I venture to add, the inevitable result of
the costly, extravagant and unnatural system of administration that obtains in our
country (hear, hear and ckeers). Despite what men like Sir John Scott and Lord
Hugh Cecil might assert, we have it on the unimpeachable authority of one of the
greatest Englishmen of the nineteenth century that, if there is found a country
possessing a most fertile soil, natural advantages and a thrifty and thdustrial
population, and if yet the people are found to be poor and suffering from want and
destitution, there is some fundamental error in the system of administration
prévaling in that country (heas, kear). Sir, this remarkable observatior.n of John
Bright’s-exactly applies to our country. We should have thought that it was too
late in the day for the responsible rulers of this country to talk about the wealth
d this declaration coming not from any irresponsible quarter,
Himilton, uttered within ths hallowed halls of St. Stepheuns.
uffering not from want and destitution, but
actually from a plethora of wealth, and that the 1nillion§ of India were engaged not
in askine for bread but in contemplating on how to dispose of thelr“superﬂuous,
wealth Flaughter, and cheers). It was not long afber,.howgv‘er,\ tha;t the (‘:ooles't,
shrewdest and most distingnished’” member of the Indian Civil Service, one .a more
typica,l bureaucrat than whom there has not been, and ong' 'Who only‘ 11_1_ 18%4
reviled us as being engaged in the unp.u'dona,ble task of. advising her Majesty’s
Civil Service on how to govern the Empire, I allude to Sir Ja,me..s Westlanf], our
late Finance Minister, declared in what mzmy. be styled the c.onqusums.of a Finance
Minister, that the margin betwesn prosperity and adversity in India was very

narrow indeed (hear, hear). ) o
ar aware, Sir, of what Sir Evelyn Baring had to say on the poverty o

India\,]‘;rewtf{:g; :;'ha,t in a letter dated the 26th June, 1886, the -late L.ord f:}:ldzlup:f
Churchill, our then Secretary of State, declared th&j: the poverty of I.nd‘l‘a, .an t;.tet u

densome ;;a,gation imposed on the people by the .Government of' India, “constitu ed a
political danger, the real magnitude of which, it is to Pe feared, is not at all app?eclat—
ed by persot?S who have no knowledge of, or concern in the Government of Indla,"but
which those responsible for that Governmeut have long reg'fa,rded as o.fz the n.xost. serious
: *--p). Andit was only last year that the T'imes of India, which is never

but from Lord George ’
We find him declaring that India was s
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over friendly to our interests had, the following remarkable paragraph on the poverty
of India. Discussing the income-tax returns, the leading Asiatic Journal writes as
follows:— . A

“The interests of the bulk of the people are bounded by the limits of the
village in which they may happen to live..,...The Revenue from the income-tax
last year 189798 was Rs. 1,855,816, No less than 284 per cent of the whole
collections ‘were obtained in the seven towns of Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, Rangoon,
Allahabad, Lucknow and Lahore. Close upon 50 per cent of the total sum collected
in the Bombay Presidency is contributed by the residentsin the city and Island of
Bombay and so in other Presidency towns also. In spite of the low margin of
exemption—every person with an annnal income of Rs. 500 and upwards has to
pay income-tax."”

The Times of India continued—*The whole number of persons assessed to
the tax last year was under half a million. No more vivid illustration of the
poverty of India. Mark the words, they are the words of the Times of India,.
and not mine own ‘‘no more vivid illustration of the poverty of India could
be given " (hear, hear and cheers).

Ladies and gentlemen, what then are the remedies for this poverty* At page
210 of his book on India, Sir James Caird, one of the greatest authorities on Indian
gquestions observed. )

“I believe it possible to obtain such a gradual increase ofiproduction in India as
would meet the present rate of population for a considerable time. One bushel of
increase gained gradually in a period of 10 years, in addition to a moderate reclama-
tion of cultivable land, would meet the demand of the present growth of population”
(hear, Rhear ).. This is undoubtedly one of the best remedies that can be effected.
But, Sir, the best solution of this problem of problems is undoubtedly a moderation
of those ruinously large land Revenue assessments »from which the people of Central
Provinces and the' United Provinces, the people of Bombay and of Madras, in fact
the people of all those parts of the country where the permanent settlement does
not obtain are grievously suffering (hear, hear). The resolution, on this subject,
of Lord Canning, the despatch of the Secretary of State on that resolution which
bas a few minutes ago been read by Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya, and the reso-

lution of Lord Ripon recommending a-modified form of Permanent Settlement have:
been so often repeated from this platform and are so well known to you, brother

delegates, that I shall not waste your precious time by quoting them again. But

. permit me, Sir, to quote here one sentence from a valuable prbnouncement of Col..

Baird Smith. The Colonel said :— .

“The good which has been done by partial action on sound principles is both
encouragement to further advance, and entertaining the most earnest conviction that
State interests and popular interests will alike be strengthened in an justification
and increasing ratio by the step, the first, and, as I believe, the most important

measure 1have respectfully to submit is the expediency of fiving forover the public:
demand on land and thus converting the existing settlement into « settlement in perpetuity.””
But, Sir, these wise words of far-sighted statesmanship fell flat on the eal.s‘ of

Government, and they have remained unheceded with this day to the misfor
the three hundred millions inhabiting this vast Empire.
magnificent address the other day that you were an optimist, and that
a great and glorious future for this hopeless land of ours, I earnestly
I fervently pray from the innermost recess of my heart that your words mieht turn
out to be true and that this glorious land of Aryavaria mighbb be raised to fhe high
pedestal which she once occupied in the scale of nations and that where the darkness

tune of

you anticipated
hope and trust,.

of pinching poverty and discontent now holds unrighteous sway, that bMght sun of

prosperity afld contentment may reign supreme by the grace of the All Merciful
Father on High and by the justice and generosity of that might, and

: o Lt glorious nation
whose Scriptures proclaim in sublime, iy

and awe-inspiring language that * Righteous-

ness exalteth a nation,” and of whose land “the thrice-blest home of liberty, love:
O

You, Sir, told us in your-
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and happiness,” the groat Poet Laureate, he who succeeded him *that uttered no-
thing base,” sang in beautiful verse as — ’ '

¢ A land of settled Government,
A land of just and old renown,
When freedom slowly broadens down
, From precedent to precedent.” (cheers).

MR. S, 8. Drv (Bombay) said :—There remains very little for me to sayon the pro-
position which 1 have the honor to support, but coming as I do from a district in the
Bombay Presidency which yields to no other District than Kathiawar, in the intensity
of famine, I am eentitledl to speak, As an agent of the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha
(cheers) T had an opportunity of observing the famine operations as carried on by
the Bombay Governinent in 1897, and I am in a position to say that the Bombay
Government has this year made a distinct advance upon its old policy by opening
relief works earlier (hear, hear). For this act of realizing the situation, and for vits}
having opened relief works, we ought to thank the Bombay Government. But
gentlemen, with all the efforts of the Government, I apprebend that a heavy mortality:
is sure to ensue; for you may have on paper the most perfect relief code, but unless
the authorities high and low take into their heads to administer the provisions of the
Code to the very letter, a heavy mortality is inevitable, Sir, the Famine Code, is not.
perfect. It has defects but I will not dwell upon all the defects in the Code. I may be.
permitted to mention only that the proper procedure to be followed is in the first place
the yield of each field ought to be first ascertained and that a certain field has fail-
ed to yield 12 annas, remission or suspension ought to be granted ; but in practice we.
tind that remission or suspension is never made to depend upon any such ascertained
failure of crops. As for instance, in the Bijapur District 620 lakhs of rupees have
been collected in the last famine when the crop yield was not more than 2 annas in the
rupee. The second drawback I find in the famine relief code is that the ratioun is
meagre and food insufficient. That the famine.stricken people are willing to go
rather to the jail where they get better food and more quantity than to the relief works,.
bears out my proposition. The third drawback is that proper provision is made,
as soon as famine sets. When famine sets in, the first person to suffer are weavers
and other avtisans. Even in ordinary years they live from hand to mouth and a
famine liice the present does a work which 10 years of for.ei‘gn competition cannot do
in reducing artisans and weavers to a very vmiser.able position. With .these few re-
marks pointing out the defects in the Famine Relief Code, I beg to retire. (ckcers).

"The resolution was carried unanimously. -
Monsar MOHOMMAD SuisAD HUSSAIN (Luckiow) moved the omnibus Resolution
in au Urdu speech. ] ‘ N
THE PrEsiDENT: —Before I ask the seconder tospeak I wish with your permis:
sion to read a telegram which Thave received, and which I have no dm.xbt; you wﬂl
receive with great satisfaciton. It is a telegram addressed to the Pres1dent‘ o.f the
National Congress by the Natu brothers (cheers). 'The telegram runs thus :.‘ Kindly
convey our hearty thanks to the Congress for showing sympathy in our misfortune
and expressing feelings of joy atour release * {cheers),
RAT YATINDRANATH CHOUDHRI said :-- .
MR, PRESIDENT, BROTHER-DELEGATFES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, when I w:as asked to
second this Resolution, Iconsented simply becausel knew that the prOPOSIthH.S group-
ed under this Omnibus Resolution are so familiar to you for their having been discussed
thread-barein the previous sittingsof the Congress, thatit would be ss:arcely necessary
for me to speak much on this Resolution, to commend i't to your unzmm}ous acce[{ta,pce.
What I propose to do in seconding this Resolution is simply to r.nfbke afew obser.yatmns_
in order to remind you of your old acqaintance with the propositions nox:v submitted tq
you for your re-approval and re-acceptance. First of all we ask the .Government to
relieve some of our burdens which we eannot bear, by way of reducing the present
rate of salt tax, which deprives to a great extent, many .of our poor men of the great
necessity of life, and by way of raising the minimum income assessable under the
Income Tax Act from Rs. 50 to Rs. 1,000. We furtherask that the Government should
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demands. Now one word regarding the proposition relating to that part of India, l'a_t‘t;tﬂ v
which is beyond the strict limits of British India. In recent years we have allbeen Y
<convulsed by the news of deposition of Indian Princes without any trial whatever. Rai Yatin-
The people of this country, through the press, cried hoarse for public enquiry, but dra Nath -
the Government did not think fit to accede to the demand of the people. ~The public Ch‘l‘_lihnv
at large do not even now know what were the grounds that led our Government t0 Omnibus.
take such drastic steps. The prayer which we make will only strengthen the hands pocovey
“of the Government when they want to depose an oppressive ruler, in case of kis mal-  TION.
administration or misconduct, has been conclusively proved to the satisfaction of a X1y,
special public tribunal. Otherwise the act of deposition would give rise, amongst the
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Fourtn discontinue the grant of the Exchange Compensation Allowance to the already highty
Dey.” paid European and Eurasian employees for the simple reason that we cannot afford to
Rai};tin- pay for this luxury, while we cannot meet other important and useful expenditures.
dra Nath We desire that the different provincial Governments should mitigate the rigours of the
Choudhri. rules framed for the guidance of the Forest Department, so that the rural population
Omaibus of India may not he subjected to the annoyance and oppression of the Forest swb-
—  ordinates whom, I know atleast in the part of the country from which I came, the
Rg?g{qv people dread more than they fear the tigers and other wild animals in the forest.
XIvV.  The case of our most oppressed brothers—the Assam coolies is well known, Though

- I gratefully admit that the present legislation in this connection taken up by lord
Curzon goes some way to remove their grievances, yet I submit that nothing short
of the total abrogation of the Inland Emigration Act and leaving the whole case to the
simple law of demand and supply would satisfy the demands of the justice of the
case. The question of Temperance needs no support from me. It is time that English
Government should do whatever lies in its power to remove the stigma which is often
thrown at it that the British Institutions, and Brandy go hand in hand. The question
of the wider employment of natives of India into the public service of thier own
country is a case of simple justice to them. This question has been fully dealt with
in g separate Resolution. As a corollary to this proposition I want you all to accept
the proposition here laid down that Military Colleges should be established where
natives of this country may qualify themselves for higher appointments, in the Indian
Army. We also pray that the present scheme for the re-organization of the Educa-
tional service should be modified in such a way that the qualified sons of India should
not be excluded from higher appointments in the Educationalservice, und that proper
. facilities may be afforded to our graduates for their admission to the superior grades
of the service. Above all we ask that for the proper expansion and development of
Indian intellect the act of incorporation of the older Indian Universities should be so
amended as to provide for the introduction of teaching function and for a wider scope
oflearning in our Universities. Rexarding the System of Trial by Jury, we ask that
we should have the substance and not the shadow of the thing. The verdict of the
Jury should be final, and the System should be extended to those districts where it
does not obtain now. Thereis a curious anowmaly in the System of Trial by Jury in
the Presidency Towns and in trials with the aid of assessors, becatise the unfortunate
accused Indians have not the right to claim that half the number of the jury (which
right they have in the mofussil) or half the number of the assessors shall be natives
of India. We all know that the life of the population of a large number of the popuia-
tion of India is annually taken by wild animnals, so it is meet that we should have the
right to defend ourselves, with necessary weapons from the depredations of those
'wild animals, and that as loyal subjects we should have further the right of defending
the interests of our Sovereign in our own country as well as elsewhere. The Council
-of the Secretary ot State for India is mainly composed of retired Anglo-Indians a
-8tate of things which means simply this: that the affairs of this country arecontrolled
:by the very men whose actions and bunglings we want to be checked. I think this
sys't;e'zm is bound to fail 50 long as human nature continues to ba as it is. We therefore
legitimately pray that this solemn and costly farce should be done away with anda
better form of control should be provided for. So far now, we have been praying for
?Vhfit concerns, more or less, the whole of India. Now I would refer to some questions
which though provincial in their character, are nevertheless
protest against the policy that the Government of India havin g :
| ge.ntlez.nan for re-pres.enting th‘e interests of the Central Provinces to the Supreme
i:ig;il:l?:’; g?r?;tf:\lr; Wl;h(;:;nis‘:f)lnf:tgfsgifn ttl{e Loc(;zl Bodies to make recomlnem:lanion
protest here aoainst: is the polic a;ld not t(ilay ancerstood that Wh%t we are going 10
better man cot?ld ha\’ze been foun)(; in the hoge o becanse we all of us kuow that 00
:  the whole country than the eminent gentlemen
who now adorns the Supreme Council as the representative of the
In the Punjab we want to raise the status of the Chief Cour

- considering the improvements, Educ
have made.

less important. We
pursued in nominating

Jentral Provinces.
: t to that of a High Court,
: ational and otherwise which these countries
T hope you will all agree with me that these are all very legitimaute

Ppeople to many misgivings and consequent alarm or discontent which would be de-
trimental to the cause of good Government in this country. In recent years, I am
aware of at least one case in which a condemned Prince applied over and over again
to be heard in his defence against the accusations which Political Officials have
brought against him behind his back. But the unhappy prince did apply in vain. Can
anything be more preposterous than the fact that Indian Princes and Chiefs should
be denied the right which is not denied to the worst criminals in the land (shame).

From what I have said before, it will appear that the omnibus Resolution in some
Sense, sums up in the main, the objects of the Indian National Congress, because 1t3
refers to and suggests remedies for the grievances of all classes of people in this
country from the prince to the peasant and from the educated to the ignorant. The.re-
fore I hope you will accord your hearty support to this Resolution, as its supreme im-
portance demands. With these words, gentlemen, T have much pleasure in seconding
the Resolution.

" MR. S. K. NAIR (Madras), supporting the resolution, said :—

MR. PRESIDENT, BROTHER-DELEGATES, LADIES ANDGENTLEMEN:—The omnibusre-
solution that has been moved just now in an Urdu speech by a gentleman from Oudh
contains such a lot of important matters that it will be a matter of impossibility for
my humble self to traverse over that vast region, but whatever may be the difficulty
which one may experience with regard to that I cannot help briuging to your notice
three important matters contained in that resolution, namely with regard to the
Educational Service, the necessity of establishing Military Colleges and also equally -
the necessity of admitting us, natives of India, to the Volunteer corps of India, With
regard to the first point, namely the Educational Services, I am going to bring to
your notice & fact which I am sure will legitimately rouse in your breast a nati_onal
enthusiasm, because that is one upon which the whole of India has been stirred with
-alegitimate pride. I mean the success, wonderful success of Mr. Paranjpye as the
Senior Wrangler of the Cambridge University (ckeers). 1In the face of this important
fact of which we are pleased to be proud is there any responsible administrator of this
Empire who will deny the educated sons of this Empire places and posts in the higher
educational service of our motherland (hear, hear)? With regard to the second fact,
-comingas I do from the most important Southern Native State of Travancore al'ld
possessing as I do the legitimate pride for the Indian princes, Ihave a right, Sir,
to draw the attention of this National Congress and through it the attention of the
Government of India, and the Government of England with regard to the absolute
necessity for establishing colleges intended for the military education of the children
<ofour native princes and the representatives of our noble landed gentry (cheers)
who are in fact, the pillar of our country (cheers) . Gentlemen, our loyalty has not
been questioned. Loyalty is a matter of instinct with us. Hindus have ever .been
known for loyalty, and I may assure you, Sir, thatofall the parts of the Em pire of
Her Majesty the Queen if there is one part which will be rea.mdy to render all se.rvmeis
by sending all her persons with thier breasts forward to die in honor of Her Majesty’s
Prestige and glory it is the people of India and Indiaalone (cheers). Well, when such.
"1 the fact, T want to know that peculiar process of logic by means of which we are

-enied the privilege of being admitted to the Volunteer Corps. I want to know tha.mt,
fark yoy, there is a funny thing about thesstory. If I goby the name'of S. K. .Nau-,
vhich ig my real name, on the ground of mny being a poor native of India I am kicked
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‘that the Government will be pleased to take early steps to

out; but if I go by the name of John or Fernandez and put on a hat and a pair of
Wellington boots, I am at once admitted into the Volunteer Corps (Laughter). Wonderful

things! There is the lesson of natural history that I have learnt from stage to caters
pillar, and from caterpillar to butterfly. Inthe same way Iunderstand we have to pass

through these stages—from Nair to J. ohn, John to Fernandez, and from Fernandez to-
D’Netto, in order that we may become Volunteers in the Indian Corps. This is the dis--
gra!aceful part of the story. While such is the case I think, this is an important Reso-.
lution and taking into consideration the monstrous gong in front of the President, I
think you will give this Resolution your unanimous vote and pass it unanimously and -
consider it as one of the most important resolutions passed this year. .

.SAYED AL OUSAT (Oudh) :—LADIES AND GENTLEMEN—I heartily support the
omnibus Resolution put forward by the mover.

BABU KRrisuNA BALDEO VARMA (Oudl) supported the Res;)lution in an Hindi -
speech. '

THE PRESIDEI:IT:——-Before putting the Resolution to the vote I should like to read
the whole Reselution'as it has been amended, as I do not think it has been read before-
the Congress.

Resolution XIV, —(

1) That this Congress concurs with previous Congresses in strong-
lyadvocating —

(@) A modification of the rules under thé Arms Act so as to make them equally
‘applicable to all residents in, or visitors to, India, without distinction of creed, caste
or colour; to ensure the liberal concession of licenses wherever wild animals habit-
ually destroy human life, cattle or crops;and to make all licenses granted under the-
revised rules of life-long tenure, revocable only on proof of misuse, and valid through-
out the Provincial jurisdiction in which they are issued, ‘

(0) The establishment of Military Colleges in India, at which natives of India, as
defined by Statute, may be educated and trained for a military career as Commis-
ioned or non-Commissioned officers (according to capacity and qualifications) in the-
Indian Army. ,

() Theauthorizing and stimulating ofa widespread system of volunteering, such
as obtains in Great Britain, amongst the people of India.

(@ The discontinuance of the grant of exchange compensation allowance to the-
non-domiciled European and Eurasian employes of Government,

() The establishment of a High Court of Judicature in the Punjab.

(i) That this Congress, concurring with

previous Congresses, records its:
protest-— .

(@) Against the scheme of re-organisation of the Educational Service which has-
received the sanction of the Secretary of State, as being calculated to exclude natives-
of India, even those who have been educated in England, from the superior grade of
the Educational Service to which they have hitherto been admitted, advocating that
the scheme may be so recast as to afford facilities for the admission of Indian gradu-
ates to the superior grade of the Educational Service. °

. (U) Against the present rate of the Salt Tax, which produces great ha
the poorest classes of the country, a hardship which renders it incumbent upon the
Government to take the earliest opportunity to restore the duty to its level of 1%%8.

() Against the retrograde policy of the Government of India in nominating &
gentleman for the Central Provinces to the Supreme Cou y
bodies to make recommendations for such nomination, ent

rdship to-

neil without asking local
e_rtaining the earnest hope
gwve to the Central Provin--

ces the same kind of representation thatit hags already granted to Bengal, Madras
D% ’

Bombay and the North-Western Provinces.

(@) Against the labour laws of Assam, viz., the I
amended by Act VII of 1893,

(i) This Congress, concurring wifh prev
conviction—

nland Emigration Act I of 1882, as-

ious Congresses, expresges its-

(@) That, having regard to the opinion of the J ury Commission as to the success
of the-system of trial by jury, and also the fact that with the progress of education, &
s ufficient number of educated persons is available in all parts of the c?untry, the sys-
tem of trial by jury should be extended todistricts and offences to which at present it
does not apply, and that the verdicts of the jurics should be ﬁna}. . o

(b) That this Congress is of opinion that it is desirable in the mteres(tls gf tltlf)
people of this country that the Criminal Procedure (.Bode sh(')uld be so al.n(;n le t,isi‘als
_confer upon accused persons, who are natives of India, the right of claiming, in s,

by jury before the High Court, and in trials with the aid of assessors, that not less

than half the number of the jury or of the assessors shall be patives of India.

(0 That the action of the Forest Department, under t.he rqles framed by th?
different Provincial Governments, prejudicially affects the inhabitants of the rura
parts of the country by subjecting them to the annoyance and oppression of Fores;
subordinates in various ways ; and these rules should be amended in the interest o
the people. -

(@) That the minimum income assessable under the Income Tax Act be raise
from five hundred to one thonsand Rupees.

() That no satisfactory solution of the question of the employment of natiYes of
India in the Indian Civil Services is possible, unless effect is given to the resolution of
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the House of Commons of June 1893 in favour of holding the Competitive examination

for the Indian Civil Services simultaneously in India and England.
The Resol ution was carried unanimously.

MR. RAMACHANDRA PILLAI (Madrus) said :—

MR. PRESIDENT, FELLOW-DELEGATES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—.In deference
to the Presidential mandate, I appear before you to move the Resolution N?. 15 on
the programme. Beforeso doing I have great pleasure to convey toyouas ‘l.?remdent ;I)f
this Congress and this Congress here assembled a mgssage f_rom a friend of the
Congress, Mr. Seymour Keay, formerly Member of Pa-rharr{ent, in v&.'hlch 1fe regrets
at being unable to attend this Congress, but at the same time he wishes success to
the Congress. The Resolution that I am asked to move runs thus:— '

Resolution XV.—That this Congress is of opinion that the . Government' of 'In'dm.
Notification of 25th June 1891,in the Foreign Departm ent, gaggingthe Press in terrl?o-_
ries under British administration in Native States, is retrogade, arbltr'ary and mis-
chievous in its nature, and opposed to sound statesmanship and to the liberty of the
people, and ought to be cancelled.

Gentlemen, I am sorry Iam not able to read.out to you the. Government noti-
fication herein referred to, because I have not got it. Besxdes 1 did not e:fpect that
I would be called upon to move this resolution. You will remembe:r that th.ls Resolu-
tion was considered so important that it was moved. from thfa Chair last time. But
the President has asked me to move it, because he is not q}nte sure of the contents
of the notification. I may tell you, gentlemen, that. the notlf‘ic.at‘lon referred to .h.ere
was passed, [ believe, on the recommendation of $1r Lepel Griffin, the.theu Polltlca{
Agent at Indore in consequence of certain articles th.at appearefl mal.lewspapel
conducted bya Bengali gentleman. Of course the public were quite s;x‘msﬁed tbat
what was reported in that paper was quite correct; but Sir .Lepel Grlfﬁp thopght
otherwise and on his recommendation the Government of India to pass this notifica-
tion by which the press in Native States was actually gagged. The- Gov'ernment
thought that by reason of this solitary instance the Press in all Native States (;f
India should be gagged. This is certainly a most monst_rous procedux:e. The result
is that there is no respectable newspaper in any Na,tl.ve State which the:. people

uld care to read. There are 2nd & 3rd rate papers ISS\I(?d Wefakly or bi-weekly
o Madras, Bombay and elsewhere, and circulated in Native States, and also
Decca;n) of which the Nizam is the ruler. It Wou_ld be very necessary
both in the iftterests of the Nizam’s Govegnment .zmd the Imperial Government thz?t
there should be a well-conducted paper informmg both. the Government of India
and His Highness the Nizam of what is actually going on in the country. Gentlemen,
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this notification atffects not simply the Native States but the British administration
in those Native States. Now you know the British administration of Native States:
is subject to the same regulation and laws as the other parts of India, and it is there.
fore very anamolous that a Political Agent there has the power to stop a paper at’
bis whim and pleasure, and to issue an order for the removal of the Editor bag and
baggage within 24 hours, and the Editor could not put his foot again without the
Political Agent’s special permission. Gentlemen, this is done without the unfortunate
Editor being given an opportunity of being heard; and added {o this, he is also liable
to be prosecuted for libel; and practically the unfortunate man is condemned twice
for the same offence. I therefore think that this resolution is important enough
to need no further remarks or preface from me, and I therefore ask that this
proposition be carried unanimously (cheers.)

MR, MAHESEWAR PRrasap (Allakabod):—

Mr. PRESIDENT, FELLOW-DELEGATES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN :—The resolution
which I have the honour to second asks the Government to cancel its notification which
was passed on the 25th Juume 1891. That notification runs as follows:—* Whereas
some misapprehension has hitherto existed as to the regulations in force in territory
under the administration of the Governor-General in Council, but beyond the limits

-

of British India with reference to newspapers published within such territory, the

Governor-General in Council has been pleased to make the following order:-‘No _
newspaper or other printed work whether periodical or other containing public news
or comments on public news shall without the written permission for the time being

_ in force of the Palitical Agent be edited, printed or published on or after the lst Au-

gust 1891 in any local area administered by the Governor-General in Council but not
forming part of the British India. If after the day aforesaid any person shall with-
out such permission aforesaid edit, print or publish any such newspaper or other
work as aforesaid, in any such local area as aforesaid, the Political Agent may by an
order in writing require him 10 leave such local area within seven days from the date
of such order, and prohibit .him from entering such local ares without a written
permission of the Political Agent. If after any such order as is mentioned in the last
foregoing paragraph he disobeys, the offender shall be liable to forcible expulsion

from such local area in pursuance of an order to be made in writing by the Political
Agent.” ' :

Gentlemen, it is a matter for regret that although we have been passing this
resolution year after year in Congress assembled, the Government has not been
pleased to accept our recommendation and cancel this Notification from its Order Book.
The only source of our information about the doings of Political Agents in Native
States, Political Agents who generally play an important part in the administration
of these States, who have not in certain cases, as you all know, very rightly used their
power but have sometimes abused their power, are well-conducted newspapers in
those States, but the existence of this Notification in the Government Order Book has
led to the suppression of all public expression of incidents or public criticism of
matters that pass and happen in those Native States. Gentlemen, it is too late in the
day now to sing the praises of free speech in matters of good administration and good
Government of any country. The effect of this Notification has been that it has given
authority to a man to allow any newspaper or any periodical to be published or to
stop it at his own whim and pleasure without assigning any cause or reason for it.
If a man who has been ordered to do away with or stop his writing any article in a
newspaper or edit and publish any newspaper or periodical does not carry out that
order, the result is that he is ordered to be deported from the State, and if he does
not go away, then physical forceis to be applied to shun him away from that State
Gentlemen, thisis a shameful thing, and the regret is that the tendency to suppressing

aund preventing persous from taking part and giving expression to their opinions -

on matters of policy and matters of administration not only in British India but in
Native States is not to be found only in Native States but sometimes is gaining ground
in British India. - Some of you may remember the Press Committees as they are

called, or Press censorship, that has been introduced in the Bombay Presidency,’
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(Three cheers to Mr, Tata were proposed and carried amidst acclamation.)

Mr. Pal, continuing said:—This resolution deals with a subject which is of prac-
~ tical importance to us all. It deals in fact with the bread question of the Indian
" masses. Technical educations is a thing which we all ought to endeavour to intro-
- duce into this country in a regular and systematic manner. The Government as well
as the people of this country ought to combine together to promote the interests ot
the technical education. Now, gentlemen, it has been my happy fortune to speak before
youon this important subject, and I come from a districtin which the technical
education has been introduced in a very imperfect manner. I mean the district of
Midnapur where there is but one Technical Institution; and that is supported by local
subscriptions, and only but partially by aid from local bodies. Now, as you know,
this district bas many important industries, tirst of all the industry of muslin or
7ine mats, besides bell metal industry of Karar village of Midnapur and. silk manufac-

ture of Ghatal, a sub-division of that District, Now, gentlemen, in former times
these industries were carried on in a very satisfactory manner, but now-a-days g
and perhaps in a few years they may die out. Suchis °

-they have fallen into disuse,
the condition, perhaps all over Bengal, as may be illustrated ty the fact that the in-.
dustries of Dacca Muslin has in a manner been killed out,
instances in which local industries have been going out but all over India such is the
fate of indigenous industries and arts. Itisa satisfactory thing that the Oong1fessi has
emphatically supported the resolution on previous occasions regarding Technical Edu-’
cation for the Indian people. I may here mention that in Bengal in Rajshahi a techni-
cal institute called the Diamond Jubilee Technical School has been opened through the
cooperation of the local zemindars, and with the aid of able and energetic secretary
Babu Apkari Kumara Mobitra. These are but indications on the part of the people-
of Bengal that they have been endeavouriug te promote this most important branch
of their education. Now in the Province of the Panjab I have come to know that
there is a society for the promiotion .'o‘f the interests of indigenous products of the
country. Inthe same way there is one Institutein Bombay called the Technical

Institute of Bombay and there is another in the Madras Presidency and als> some-

sympathetic society in Poona. These are but slight indications of the people’s desire
that the Technical Education has become a desideratum in this Indian Empire.
along with these, we ought to have the co-operation of the Government,
you know that in 1884 that illustrious Viceroy Lord Ripon expressed a stron g desire in
support of such a scheme, and then in 1888 the Secretary of State for India also advo-
cated the cause of Technical Education in a despatch , and then lastly, at the present
moment we have the Government of Lord Cur
the utterances of the previous authorities by making a donation of Rs. 2000 to the
Rajshahi Technical Institute. Under a sympathetic Viceroy like Lord Curzon we-
expect that this Resolution will be carried into effect by the Government of India,
and that we will have the co-operation and support of our countrymen. Itis indis-
pensably pecessary in these days of poverty and famine that such education should

Now,
Gentlemen,

be taken up by our countrymen with the aid of Government. With these words I beg to-
place before you the Resolution and I hope that it will be carried unanimously (cheers.)

MunsHI BALDEO PERS.HAD (Bareilly) supported the proposition in an Urdu speech..
THE Pl.zESIDEN T—A little slip has been putin my hands written in pencil, in which
over the signatures of K. Mitra and Rash Behari Lal these words are written, viz.,.

‘“ that the new addition be omitted’. I suppose it is meant for an amendment. As.
the addition was put in without givin

amendment to be moved. The amend

ment as far as I see, is that the addition in
reference to Mr. Tata be omitted.

MRr. K. MITRA in moving the amendment said :
MEN:—I have not thelegal objection to vow a vote of
ficent gift, but my objection is to the scheme.
whatever I move this amendment, viz.,
The words are:—

- Patriotic and munificient gift of Mr. Tata for the promotion of high

-~MR. PRESIDENT AND GENTLE-
thanks to Mr. Tata for his magni.
Therefore without giving any reason
“That the words newly added” be omitted.

er Sscientific

Sir, these are not the only

zon who has given a practical shape to-

& Pprevious notice, I will of course allow the-

“This Congress desires to express its grateful appreciation of the.
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education and research.” I propose that this addition be omitted from this resolu-
tion (voices of “ne, ‘‘no). S . N
' : d the amendment. Sir, my reas
: Asd BeHAR! LaLn:—I beg to second !
is t,h)::;hi matter was not considered in the Subjects Comrfntte: 11;(1 ‘t;hatf;] Zl;zri ':::
no talk of it whatever. (A voice, “‘there was”’). At least I did not kno
talk. Therefore I beg to second Mr. Mitra’s a.mendmer.lt. . ThA e arein
THE PRESIDENT :—1I do not think it neces‘sary.to (-hcusstleﬁ; “Au,?)se o are i
favour of the original motion will raise their hands (Cries of ‘ mised. i oso ¥
are against will also raise up their hands (there was only one who )
| i i ied.
The President declared the Resolution carrie ' ‘ o
TuE PRESIDENT:—It has befallen me to put the next Resolution from the Chair:

The Resolution ruas thus:— o : . .
Résolution XVII.—That this Congress, while thanking the Govel(‘lnr_x;tsan; efoiefr:;::t
ing the boon of a Legislative Council to the Pun.ja.b, pla.ces on recor 1n S tgh s pcopls
they have not extended to the Councillors the rl.ght.of interpellation, aen. e
the right of recommending Councillors for no'mmatlon, such as are joy
Councillors and the people in the other provinces. o : . ‘
You are already familiar withthis question, fa..mi]iar w1;:(l.1 the nxl'g::o(r)lfs yvgﬁ;clmi x::“;
ufged at the previous Congress. Therefore without taking \
will put it to the Vote. ‘
The Resolution was carried unanimously. ' .
PRESIDENT :—I move the next Resolution which 1:uns as follows :— o
Resolution XVIII.—That this Congress is .of opinion that s<()1 long has E)era:hel;():ce;
ministered by the Governor General in Council all laws and or ersI: Zx{at ;g; [he force
of law, intended for Berar, should be Iexziacted by the Supreme Legi
i e same way as those for British India proper. ‘
" 1”I'II‘his also WZS before you on the last occasion, and it is therefore needless for me
to go into the reasons for it. o
The Resolution was carried unanimously. .
. Tug PRESIDENT :—The Resolution No. XIX is in these f;erms. .
: “Resolution XIX —That the adoption of measures. against ~thc.a Piagugnioimﬁl 3:
niatter of imperial concern and recognised as such, this Congress is of opi

. the expenditure incurred in connection therewith should be. borne by the Govern-

ds of the local bodies.
ient and not charged to the funds B
l'g'el'l':‘he reasons zf’or this Resolution are well known to you and I will thgrefore

merely put it to the Vote. .
" fThe Resolution was carried unanimously.
RESIDENT : t Resolution.
] SIDENT :—Then comes the nex .
o b PE"{E' XX __That this Congress again expresses its full and un.a,bated
B M. hai Naoroji as the representative of the people of India, and

idnﬁdetrlll;i ih%a I:I;n ]g:if.)elected by his old constituency of Central .Finsbury or any
opes

i 1 constituency. ) .
Othe; 1? 11) :1:0 doubt you will pass this with acclamation. The Resolution was carried
av

lamation. ' )
> a'cl?h ree hearty cheers were given for Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji. R
PrESIDENT :—The last Resolution which Thave the honour to mowc :3 1; ot.’0 b(;

o : —That this Congress re-appoints Mr. A. O. Hume, C. B.,

Resolution XXI and Mr. D. E. Watcha to be Joint General Secretary for the

General Secretary,
ensuing year.
The menti
cheering.
THE PRESIDENT :—

i ore Reso. * .
nigh'tl:hlﬁ: ::h?:;lg l?[lclo not find on the Subjects paper,

of the names of Mr. Hume and Mr. Wachav evoked enthusiastic
on

i ic s passed by the Subject’s Committee last
L bt showing that in the hurry of
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business a good deal of mistakes is iade in the printing of these papers, and a great
deal of caution is necessary on our partto make the corrections before the paper is
put into your hands: The Resolution passed by the Subject’s Committee somehow
escaped our notice, That paper on'which it was written was lost. For the last two
hours I have been searching for this, but I have not found'it. Those who were pre-

sent at the last night’s meeting of the Subjects Committes will say that such a Reso- '

lution was passed. Inow produceit from memory. It is as follows :— _
‘“That an Agency be appointed in England for the purpose of organising, in con-

cert with the British Committee of the Congress, public meetings for the dissemina~ .

ti_on of information on Indian Subjects and that funds be raised for that purpose,”
I will ask my friend Mr. Surendranath Bannerji to move this Resolution (ckecrs)..

HON'BLE BABU SURENDRANATH BANNERJI (Calcutta), who was received with loud
cheers, said :— . T : :

I have the honor to move the Resolution which has just been read out by the
President. I will not read it again. It is unnecessary to do so; but, Sir, before I
proceed with the Resolution it is necessary to clear my ground to malke a few obser-
vations with a view to guard against any misconception which the circumstances of
the case might suggest. It is not for one moment to be supposed that we desire to
suppress or in any way interfere with or encroach upon the functions of the British
Committee of the National Congress (hear, hear). Sir, our feelings towards that
Committee and its respected head Sir William Wedderburn (cheers) are feelings of
respect, gratitude and admiration for the manifold services which they have rendered
to us for the last 12 years or more. . We are incapable, in Congress assembled, of
passing any Resolution. which would in any way interefere with those responsible
duties that we have entrusted them with. Thatis not the scopa of this Resolution at all
Sir, if it were the scope of the Resolution, I for my part would be no party to it ;and
that thatis not the scope of this Resolution will be further apparent from the fact that
our respected President, Mr. Dutt, has undertaken to supervise and control the work
of the agency for the coming year (cheers). The British Committee of the National Con-
gress will bring questions before Parliament and assist in the organistation work
referred to in this Resolution. This agency will be supplemental to it, will helpit, will be

a sort of administering angel to the British Committes. Siv, it is a matter of thefirat .-
~ importance, the work to which referenceis made in this resolntion. It is a mﬁt‘he

utmost necessity, that we should from year to year, if possible, send deputstions to
England with a view to dddress the electors. When I was in England in 1890 with
my friend Mr. Mudholkar, we wereasked in the different centres which we visited to
come back again, and to repeat those deputations from year to year {cheers). We
were not able to doit. These deputations were given up. In 18971 ad&msome

-meetings. Mr. A. M. Bose (cheers) addressed some meetings in 1898, What is‘how |

proposed is toreduce this work to a system by the appointment of an agency like this

and Sir, I cannot exaggerate the importance of this work. You hold these meetiggs |

here from year to year. You spend large sums of money, but your voice will sstike
that of one crying in the wilderness ; unless and until the cry that you utter here is
repeated from the platforms of the British meetings, through the columns of British
newspapers, and from the floor of the House of Commons (cheers). OQur agitation
here must be supplemented to the agitation in England. It is not enough for us to holtd
this demonstration once a year. It is necessary, if possible, to send deputations to Eng-
land every year. Sir, speaking of the British public I will say this, viz., that Indian
Gentlemen addressing British audiences cannot find more sympathetic listeners to
: . s ed the English charac-
ter such as that character inallits strength andinallits weakness, and I willsay that: if
anappeal is made to their instinct of justice and freedom such an appeal is bound to meet
with the warmest response (cheers). The greatest reforms of this century have all been
brought about by direct appeals to the British people. What has broucht the home rule
within the range of practical politics ? Inay say the Irish people held Tneetings in Dub.
lin and elsewhere, but it was not until the agitation was transferred from Ireland to
England and Scotland and meetings on the question held all over the towns of the Unite&

&
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Kingdom and of England Scotland that the conscience of Engl&nd'was roused to do that
measures of justice toward the Irish people to which-they are entitled. .We must follow
the same methods, and Sir, if we are to follow the same methods money is t.xeeded for .the
purpose. You must come out with your subscriptions. Sir, there is spmethmg
peculiarly appropriate in my making this appeal for funds. Iam a Brahman. . By
instinet, by tradition, by association, I am & beggar (laughter). The hereditary
qualities which are in me have been perfected by practice. (laughter). 1 have been
here upon this platform more than once appealing to you for funds, and now I extend

* iny Brahminical hand in order that you may come forward with money, hard cash

not the plaudits with which you-greet my speeches, hard cash in order that we may
be able to start this agency at once. How many are you here—two to three thousand?
A2 voice of “more’”’. The more, the better. Well, is it difficult to raise ten or fifteen
thousand rupees amongst us jast now at the présent moment? Imadean a.ppeal
to a great meeting of the Congress and a sum of Rs. 60,000 was subscribed
-on the spot. Is it to be said now that our enthusiasm is on the wane, that the men
of 1899 are not the men of 1889, that instead of our feelings of patriotism being
Aaccentuated, being strengthened, and deepened these feelings are on ‘the wane!
I hope aud trustnot. I hope that the early fervour and the early enthusiasm which
-animated us in the early days of the Congress have not been spent, and that we are
-animated by that fervour and enthusiasm and that under its impulse—over whelm-
ing impulse we are capable of making those sacrifices which the interests, the
-supreme interests of the .country, demand (ckeers). Come forward with your
subscriptions. Act like men before God and Man. Itis no use recording resolu-
tions. Yon must reduce speech into action. The charge that you bring against
the Government of this country is that it makes promises which it never redeems.
"Phe charge that is brought against you is that you talk big, but that your actions are
incommensurate with your profession. Disprove that charge; prove yourself
worthy of this great National movement. Thereisno royalroad tothe attainment
of political liberty. You must pay the price. Fortunate you are that you are under
a Government so benign that a heavy price of blood has not to be paid. Pay therefore
the price of money and thank God that this is the only price which you are ca.lle.d
upon to pay. If you do not pay that price, then I will say this.—“Dissolve this
Congress, go back to yotir homes (cries of  no, no’’). Don't talk of National move-
ment, be helots that you are, and that you will always be, unless and until you have
learnt the noble lesson of self-sacrifice. Come forward with your subscriptions.
Let each man subscribe what he can, and when you have set an example in.t.hat
-direction, then and only then you will have establisl}ed your cla,nn. to that political
enfranchisement towards which our hopes and aspirations are directed. I have
to announce that Mr. Mudolkar has subscribed Rs. 50 (cheers),
More subscriptions and promises qf subscription poured in. About _ Rs,
'3,000-0-0 were subseribed on the spot. . . '
THE PRESIDENT :—This Resolution requires.no seconding. My friend’s Brahmini-
.cal hand has already achieved the work for which it was stretched, but at the s‘a,'meA
time Mr. Wacha and Miss Garland want to say a few words on behalf of the Bntlsh‘

' Committee, and I request you to give them a short hearing.

Mg. D. E. WacHA (Bombay) :—Mr. Chairman :.md Gentlemen,—.'l‘his Reso.lution:
requires no seconding. It has already be.en cal:rled by .acclamathn. Here is th.e
evidence of it (alluding to the subs_cripb-u)n b.elng received). I simply second it
formally, and I have the greatest pleasure in doing so. No good work can be better
-done than this and it will repay a ‘hundredfold (cheers). .

Miss GARLAND, who was received with loudhcheelils, said :— .

: v ES AND GEN TLEMEN, T have the very greatest pleasurein sup-
@orti\iﬁ.g?:getgﬁ;t%ol?lﬁe allrecognise that the Briti'sh Com.mitbee has done its very -
best toarspr»ea,d enlightenment and knowledge ab(?ut Indian affairs angonfg the elegto'rs_of
‘Great Britain and Ireland, but at the same time we I}ave heen very much hmwfgd,
Que thing is weare in want of funds and another thing is we can only get E?nghsh
‘Spe&kel‘é to address mestings. If we get such speakers as I have heard at this Con-
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gressand if we can get them confronted with large audiences in England, the result is
'boun'd to be good, and in the highest degree beneficial (cheers). We all know that this
18 going to be a very important year for India as well as for England viz the one that is
tocome. Inall probability we shall be saving a general election within 12 or 18 months at
the most, and .if during that election or before that election we can have Indian affairs
brought prominently before the British constituencies, there is sure to follow from
that good results.for India. I have another suggestion to make and that is this i—
I have only to point out the great good that Mr. Nowroji (cheers) has done when he
was member for Finsbury to show you how good it would be if you could get other
Indian gentl?men to come forward and stand as liberal candidhtes for English or
Sc.otcl.l constituencies (cheers). We want to have some more members for India, I
thm.k it was suggested last year that we ought to have 15 or so members directly for
India, but until that“good time artives I hope you will persuade your President Mr.
Dutt or Mr: Bannerji who has just been speaking to you or some others to come for-
ward e?nd give a part of their time in our English House of Commons. Then I think
you w§ll get such a hearing for Indian affairs that nobody can possibly resist you and
yl?u will in return be bound to have reforms sooner than otherwise you would, As
f ese gentlemen have told you, in order to get those results, you must subscribe
noney as many of you are doing so liberaily, and we look to the subscriptions and not
the number to carry out these great reforms. As Mr. Bannerji has said, if you
want to be free you must show yourselves worthy of freedom. We in England have
a .great deal to do to urge reforms that we are advocating for ourselves, and if you
W.lll show the same amount of activity that an ordinary elector does in England about
?11s own ma.terial prosperity you will in time get these reforms. I thank you-—this
s the last time that I shall address the Congress—for the hearty welcome you have
giveu me, and I can assure you that I shall carry away most delightful memories of
this Congress to England. I shall try and induce other Englishmen and women to

-come out from time to time (cheers) and I hope that at some future time I shall be

able once more to be a member of your Congress (loud cheers).
PANDIT LAKSHMAN PRASAD, supported this Resolution in an Urdu speech.

The Resolution was carried unanimounsly.

RAl SAHEB LALA MURLIDHAR (Cmballa) :—MR. PRESIDENT, BROTHER-DELE-
GATET, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN :—I can conceive of no greater happiness than
to hop about like a bird from ome branch to another of the Congress trée to
be fed and housed at other people’s expense as I have been a: Lucknov’v I
wish that the Congress, instead of being a roving Congress will be pern’rr
nently located in Lucknow. If it cannot be permanently located in Luclmox;v
and if it is to be a roving Congress, then it should go to Bombay, Madras’
Amraoti or Poona, or any other town except the Punjab; but if it is to oome;
.to the Punjab which as my friends say it must go to the Punjab, and if Tam askéd t(;
invite the Congress to the Punjab as I have been doing now (cheers) then I submitA
gentlemen, that you ought to be deterred from goingto the Punjab from your for
experience of the Lahore Congress in 1893, You will not there find suel) g & ;)1 H(;?(Ii‘
Pandal. You will not have such palatial residence to live in. Yoy will n. t: l;sp -
tuously fed and looked after as youn have been in Lucknow, and it you ar (t) . Sliml’)‘
and partake of the simple fare like Rama who lived on wild plums atl il . ﬁo tlleli
wild women or like Krishna who accepted the hospitality of Sudlxél ’13 l'a*n (ds ,
unhu sked rice and uncooked food, then you are welcome to go to the EI’l:n al‘:) VII‘neste:al)g
of palatial residence, what will you find in the Punjab? Huc:cs not made 3; étmw not-
made of mud, but made of living flesh. You will be imprisoned really in the h:aar’ts of
the people of the Punjab and there is no way of escape. You wi]l( ﬁi’ld iﬁ diﬁicﬁlt to
return from there but if you do safely return from the Punjab, which I hope you will
some of you may try to escape from us, we will follow you to §-our homes and brino"
you back if possibleif not the year after the next, at least after a few years henc:
There is no doubt about it, and you should not doubt it. I beg to inform you of ouI:
real positionas it stands. We must not hide anything from you. We are an unsophis-

ticated class of people. We are not deeply read in the school of hypocrisy. There--

 the same spirit as that in which it will be offered to you.
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fore we must tell you once more how our position stands. Our n.xost respected leaderf
and in fact, the head of the educated communuity of the Punjab is ‘unfortunate.ly now
not in this land of sorrow, not in this veil of tears. He has been gathered to his fore-
fathers. I mean our late lamented and respected head of the noble family, Sir Dayal
Singh (cheers) whose loss is not mourned only over the Punjab but mourned through-
out India on account of his liberality, on account of his generosity and on account f)f
the many loving acts of which remembrances remain like the fragrance of flowers in
the hearts of the people of the Punjab, and whose memory shall ever be green so long
as the waters of the five rivers flow in the land of the Punjab. Then, gentlemen,
famine unfortunately stares abroad in the land, and it is hard for the people to rescue
hundreds and thousands of strangers in the land who are of our own flesh and blood.
Our own co-religionists if not actually dying of hunger are living from hand to
mouth and hardly manage to keep both body and soul together. We areto find money
for saving these miserable creatures from the clutches of death. The minds of the
People of the Punjab have also been unsettled of late on account of the Punjab Land
Alienation Bill.” People know not what will be the consequence of such a measure
which affects every homestead and every human being that holds land in the Punjab
or even does not hold land in the Punjab. These are the plain circumstances. Then
what can we, a few petty-fogging, lawyers and petty traders, h.ardly more than 23, here
do? Although we expect to beg from door to door and raise some money for the
hospitable purposé of serving our fellow citizens, I hope t-ha.t whartev.er we shsyll
simple fare, sumptuous fare good or bad, as it is, you will accept in

May God’s blessings rest
upon you for holding this Congress here, and making 1:t possible for the peopl(?. of
the Punjab to come and participate in the hospitality which you he}ve spread unsting-
ingly before them and the other people of Tndia. Some may be I'lf}h -and others may
be poor and as brothers we are alike. If we happen to l?e poor it iy not our tm‘\lt.
Now the Congress tries to raise usalso in the scale of nations. and tries to make rich
of us who are poor, and some day by the grace of God we shall become your equals

even in point of wealth (cheers),

The speaker then addressed the meeting in Urdu. .

Tug PRESIDENT :—Gentlemen, I must anunounce to you a donation from a Lady
Tt is surely a sign that ladies have taken an interest in thix

place before you,

whose name is Paravati.
Congress.

Panpit BISHAN NARAYAAN Dar (Lucknow) :—
Gentlemen, I have been entrusted with the pleasaut duty (.)f. ot’feriyg on yuu’r
behalf, on behalf of this whole assembly, in fact on behalf of t}}e mllh_ons of my tellm‘w-
resents, our heartiestand warmest thanks

is great ing rep

countrymen whom this great gathering repres . ) o N

to our gigtincruighed President (cheers) for having presided over our deliberations with
stinguis

an amount of tact and judgment, ability, moderation and earnestness rarelz ‘ev?n l.,n..-th?
anmals of the Indian National Congress (cheers). Gent,l.emen, Iam d‘eel? ) (t:»ns( 1()11.\
of the honour which my friends have done me by selecting 1;1e tc; ll?et1 ft(_);) m ta lsu mos(:
Pleasing duty, for I believe that no prilvilegecan be gl'?ateé t 1‘31 hat o 'e-m':fhf-tg::,i d
to express our sense of gratitude to our _benefactors. ( efl envlieni ‘0\111”1 ' S fous
President is one of the shining band of patriots of whom t.hlS count‘% ({ msf elx ery red:on
to be proud. Heisan crnament of his race and he is the pride of his country
hear, heay _ '
( (,}Z;(:;Z;I]e11, it would be superfluous if not impgr.tinent on m:y part tf) S.ay anyth.uj:g
eep erudition or the greatandinvaluable ser.

s gveat and T holarship, his d nval .
apout his great and A 1 0 11')3’7 or the high position which he occupies in the esti-

vices he has rendered to this count . oecupies -
mation not only of his countrymen but also of Englishmen. But this, Sn,' you w; ill per

mit me t . that so long as our motherland can produce men of his inte lec'tual
eminencg aff? ;noral elevation, her honour and position are secure among the nations

of the world (cheers).
Gentlemen, the great fu

tact and ability, and at so muc

Breatest in my humble opinicn th

netion which Mr. R, C. Dutt has performed with such
h sacrifice of time, money and energy to himself, is the
at any Trdianmay ke calle d uren to perform :and sir,

Pourth
Day,
Invitation
for the mext
meeting of
the Cong-

T oress,

Rai —S_;heb
Lala Mur-
lidhar.

Vote of
thanks to
the Chair,

Pandit
Bishan
Narayan
Daxr.

Luckrow,
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’
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| a8 w Electorial | with Honorary Titles, 8% Oconpation and
21 3285 ¢  |Division, Scholastic Degrees, ®go Address.
g1 @5 & eto. | gag
Bl 25 g g8
TR - S éq‘“’
1 | Bengal [Calcutta] Northern Romesh Chundrs Dutt, | Hindu | Retired Commissioner of
% and South-; Esqr., B.A,, I.C 8., G.LE,, Kayastha.| Orissa Division ; Pro-
‘ ern Metro-| Barrister-at-Law. fessor of Indian History,
politan University College, Lon-
Electorisl don ; Zamindar.
Divisions.
2 » ' ' Mr. J. Ghoshal Hindu | Zamindar, Honorary Pre-
Brahmin.| sidency Magistrate, Cal-
. cutta.
3 . »» Northern | Hon’ble Surrendro Nath Do. Principal, Ripon College,
- Metropoli-| Banerji, B. a., secretary, Editor, Bengalee ; 33,
tan Elec- | Indian- Association. - Neogipukar East Lane.
torial )
Division.
| :
4 " . » Babu Bhupendro Nath Hindu | Attorney-at-law ; 14, Balo-
Bose, M. A., B. L., Fel- |[Kayastha.| ram Ghose’s Btreet.
low, Caleutta University ;
Secretary, Standing Con-
gress Committee Cal-
cutta.
5 . . Mr. Prithiwis Chandra Roy Do. Zamindar, and Author ;
” > Chowdhry, Honorary Harrison Road.
Assistant Secretary, :
Standing Congress Com-
mittee Calcutta.
] » Dr. Nilrattan Sircar, M.4., | Bengalee Physican and Surgeon ;
» ” M. D., Fellow of the |Brahmin.| 61 Harrison Road.
Calcutta University. " .
G " Babu Dwijendra Nath | Bengali ; | Author and Journalist ; 6,
‘ » o, ” Bo»e, Assistant Secre- Kayastha| Gurn Prasada Chow-
: Indian Association, | Brahmo. dhri’s Lane. .

tary,

At a public meeting of t
Northern  Metropolit
Electorial Division be
at the Indian As ociati
rooms, 60, Bow Ba:
t treet on 18th Deceml
1899, and also at & me
ing of the Southern M.
Division held on the 20
December 1899,

Dit:o.

At a public mee ing of .
M. E. Division held
18th December, and al
at a special meeting
the Progressive Uaic
held on the 17th Decen
ber 1899.

At a meeting of the N. |
E. Division held o1 18
December 1899.

At a meeting of the N. !
E. Division heldat thel
dian A<sociationrooms:
the 15th December 18t
and also at = meeting
Indian Association he
on Sth December ; a1
also at & meeting
People’s Associatio
Farridpur, held on the 9
December 1899,

At 8 public meeting of t!
N. M. E Diviuign he
on 20th December 139
and also at & meeting
the Indian Associatic
held on the 8th Decer
ber 1899.

Ditto.
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none can appreciate better than those of us who have satonthe Subjects Committee the
immense advantage of his leadership; we have seen with what tact, with what. master-
ly judgemnt, with what irresistable charm of sweet reasonableness he has reconciled,
the differences of some of the most convinced men in our rank and secured upon some
of the most ditticult and intricate questions unanimity of opinion without in the least
curtailing freedom of discussion (¢heers). ' . ‘

Gentlemen, let us hope and trust that his great talents and his high publie spirit
will find yet a wider field of usefulness, and our President of to-day will be a member
for India to-morrow (cheers). Sir, on behalf of the citizens of Lucknow, particularly whe
are under a special obligationto you, and on behalf of this whole assembly let me assure
you with all the sincerity of sentiment of which I am capable that in trying so nobly
and so patriotically to build up the fabric of political regeneration of India you are
without doubt building up for yourself an everiasting monument of undying gratitude
in the bearts of the people. With these words I beg to move a hearty vote of thankste
our distinguished President and I trust you will carry it with acclamation (lond and
prolonged cheers),

The Resolution was carried amidst loud and enthusiastic cheering and waving
of handkerchiefs. ‘
THE PRESIDENT:—

Gentlemen, I find it difficult to find words to express my sense of the great kind-.
ness which you have bestowed upon me by passing a vote with acclamation and by

showing your good feelings towards me in a way which cannot be mistaken. It is -

3 months ago, gentlemen, the announcemeunt was first made to me that you bad all
over the country desired and expressed your wish that I should on this occasion take
that chair which has been filled before me by other eminent countrymen of mine and
other eminent Englishmen with so much ability and with so much success. Isaid toyou
on the opening day that the first impression Ireceived when I got this announcement
was one more of alarm and hesitation than of pleasure, because as you know, gentlemen,
it has not been exactly in my line to preside at great and magnificient gatherings like
this. Imay say that this is the first occasion that I have the proud privilege of address-
ing such a magnificent gathering of my own countrymen. But although [ felt a great

" deal of hesitation and a great deal of misgiving when the proposal was made to me, still I

felt I should not be doing my duty (lear, hear) towards my own countrymen if I should
refuse toaccept the proposal which you have so kindly extended to me. I felt honoured
that though I was separated from you by thousands of miles, you had still thought
of me from this vast distance and that youhad selected me to preside on this occasion.
Therefore, gentlemen, without much deliberation, with only a slight consultation with
my respected friend Mr. W. C. Bonnerji and a slight consultation with my respected
friend Mr. Hume, I at once permitted the British Committee to wire to_you that
I should, at whatever sacrifice to myself, not fail in my duty in attending on this
occasion (clheers.) 1have tried, gentlemen, to perform my duty to the bhest of my,
ability and though that ability is very poor (cries of “no’ “no™), your indulgence
your kindness, your toleration has enabled me to go through this process of
this vast work for these four days. Ihave received from every one present here,
every one who gathered round me from morning till nine at night, nothing but kind-
ness, nothing but kindly suggestions, nothing but help, nothing but loyal co-opera-
tion, and if I have succeeded to some extent to perform my duty on this great, this
momentous occasion, it is not a little owing to your kindness, to your toleration and
to your co-operation. “Gentlemen, it remains for me to express the sense of my

;g‘b}igations'and the obligations of all the delegates to the chairman and members

of the Reception Committee (cheers), who have given mea more-than princely welcome
in this princely town (thiee cleeirs were yiven to the Reception Commniittec). Of the
Chairman himself, Ineed say nothing. He is better known to many of you than to myself
butl can say this. I am not speaking the words of ordinary conventionalism when.l-say
that on the first evening of my arrival at Lucknow I found that elderly gentleman ina
teeble state of health come to the statioa to veceive me and when he accompanied me.all
the way from the station to the bungalow where I am staying, I must say that he
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did so at some risk to himself and [ was tilled with something more ~than gratitnde—
I was filled with affection for that: elderly gentleman. He has performed th.at d.uty
since that time without almost any regard to his own heitltl}. He has been inspired
by nothing but a sense of duty. When I sometimes mildly D JDim for
over working himself in this foeble state of heulgl, he hds al\:va,ys given I;l() t 1(3‘ »;:mvc.
reply, namely “God has helped me in my duty” ((‘/u;‘c}'ﬂ),K(:rent‘]elmn: ttl? ‘lllcjlllEIT
of the Reception Committee have always been attending to us,.z.uzd‘lmu‘a a‘\xtay..s « 01'1«,.
their very best to make us comfortable. Although we held this (nglglessA in ’d, y‘c.nl
of exceptional dificulty, in a year when Calcutta is supposed to be plagQ?—str{ckcn! ‘_l,m

Bombay and Poona are supposed to be plague-stricken and d_elega.tes m_;_r:lu’l.%'l{(;.r;n[
Bombay, Poona and Caleutta are kept at a distance of jfour1m11e§ from tjhb ’(,1. %dbll.

the persevering industry of the members of the Recepfcwu bomml?tee h.an_' or\ c\u t( ;n
every difficulty and has made us as comfortable as it was possible t?l ;.h‘(,tn Ioo
(cheers). The. Volunteers have been constantly in attendance on s (t-efecd (ftt&-r:
were proposed and given to the Volunteers). They have been doing their duty a'
a degree of sacrifice which is known only to themselve?*. They ar?‘young men mosti,yt
in different professions or still pursuing their scholastic career. {hey have th(.)ug‘ 1

this occasion quite fit when'they could keep away from thenf‘ duty, in order to perfor m
their services to those men whom the " educated pe'uple 9t In('ha have sent to this
country for the good of this country. In counection .W1t;h tlns,. gentle!‘nen', I must,.
not forget to mention the untiring work of our talented and mdef&tlga;b‘le Secr et‘ary of
the Reception Committee, Mr. Ganga Prasad Varmf:n (three clfec:s _were given t«.f
Mr. ‘Ganga Prasad Varig). Auny attempt on my parF to introduce him will be perfectl 5
useless. You have all seen the persevering way in which he has worked from dqy to d.a{,
from morning till evening, aud if all the arrangements h'fwe been‘ successf‘ul, they l}d,\. ¢
not been a little owing to the persevering industry .ot_ My, (ﬁwgz} P'lfmsifi ,-\(-mm-d'
Lastly, I must say one word in recoguition of the artistic beau‘ty .01 tv.hlb .l dw‘ l1 101:l :n
which we hold our meeting, the credit for which is due to the Enginecr Ml. C la,‘n I?i
mohan Roy. If you will allow me to say one or two vsjord.s to expres:s: r?’ny‘owln'l;? scép.il
feelings, I think I must express my personal obhgat?on tq the care and (‘ltleli io. ‘
shown to me by Mr. A. Nuudi who was in charge of myself and a tew e eg,.?t?
with me. Gentlemen, I shall only conclude by suying that although this is 'my'm st
attendance at a Congress meeting, and ulthouglf i _lmve had mno sucl} (,Xp(,l“(,n;,le
before, still with the co-operation which I have received frpm th?. d‘e.?%’ate:s a,lms ?w‘ 1'
the kind attention which I have received from the members, President and Secrc

tary of the Reception Committee, every thing has gone on more smoothly - than 1

i L tor all these I offer my thanks
. even in my buoyant moments ; and . i
:leinez)pigteedi’resident, the Secretary, the members of the Reception Committee
it )
and the Volunteers. (Loud cheer 8). -
" ;t emains for me only to announce that this Congress dissolves and that _the next
Uon«rrel;s will be held, as we have learnt from our kind friend Mr. Murlidhar, at
(~4

Lahore. (Loud cheers).
The Congress dissolve
shree cheers to the Viceroy,
Mr. A. O. Hume, and three cheer
Congress, Mr. B. C. Dutt,

d with three cheers to Her Majesty the Queen Empress,
three cheers to Sir Antony MacDonnell, thl"ee cheers to
s to the President of the L5th Indmn\National

Fourth
Day.

Vote o
thanks U

reproached him for (e Rece

tion Con
wittee.
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3 MQ EX
Calcutta Northerr} Babu Debendra Prasada| Hindu
Metropoli-{ Ghosh. Kayastha.
ten Elec-
torisl
‘ Division,
” » Dr. M. M. Bose, M. »,,| Bengali
L. XK. ¢. . (Edinburgh), | Brahmo,
L F. P. 8. (Glasgow),
. Honorary Magistrate,
y ” Mr.  Krishna  Kumar Do.
Mitra, B. A.
» » Mr. J. Borroali Assamee
Brahmin,
» " Mr. Akhaya Kumar Bose, | Hindu
Kayastha.
” » Mr. Kali Charan Banerji, (Christian.
M. A., B. 1., Fellow,
Calcutta University,

» | Southertt| Mr, J, Mookersi ... |. Hindn
Metropoli- ot Brahmin.
tan Elec-

torial
Division. .
3 ”» Mr. Tara Prosonno Mittra.|Kayasthia.
» ’ Mr. Nirode Chandra |Brahmin.
Chatterji, B. L.

» | Bengalee) Mr. Satish Chandra Mook-| Christian.

Christian erjim, Ao, B, L,
Confer-
ence.

» Calcutta | Mr. Ranoo Lal Shaw,

Prqgres- Assistant Secretary, Pro-
sive gressive Union,
Union, .

» |Baranagar| Rai Jatindro Nath Chow- |Kayastha.

Cossipore,| dhry, M. A., B, L., Fel-
24 Par-. low, Calcutta University,
ganas. Member of the British

Indian Association, and
Member of the Indian
Association, Zamindari
Punchayat, S8ecretary,
Bangiya Sahetya Pari-
shad.

»» |Rate Pay-| Mr. S, K, Nair. Brahmin,
ers an I Madrasi
People’s
Acsoci-
ation, @

Occupation and
Address.

Zemindar ; 82, Seeta Ram
Ghose’s Street.

Landholder, Medical Prac-
titioner ; Harrison Road.

Editor, Sanjibani, Pro-
fessor, City College.

Landholder ; 38, Old Boi-
thakkhana Bazar Road.
Pleader

Vakil, Bigh Court

Zamindar .o

Manager, Bengali News-
paper; Bhawanipur.

Lawyer ; Mirzapur Street.

Professor, London Mission
College ; Bhawauipur, '

Merchant, Landholder.

Zamindar

Landholder ...

]

How and when
Elected.

At a public meeting of N.
M. £, Division held on
20th December 1899, snd
also at a public meeting
at Jessore held on the
18th December 1899,

At ameetirg of N. M. E.
Division on 18th, and
also s meeting of Indian
Association on the 8th
Decenfber 1899, and also
a meeting of Rate Payer’s
Association held on ihe
17th Decem! er 899.

Ditto.

At a meeting of N. M. E.
Division leld on the 18th
December 1899,

Ditto.

At a meeting of N, M, E.
Division held on the 18th
December 1899, and also
at a meeting of Bengalee
Christian Conferenceheld
on 21st December 1899,

At a public meeting of S.
M. E. Division held on
the 20th December 1899,

Ditto.
Ditto.

At a meeting held on the
21st December 1899,

At a meetjng of Calcutta.
Progressive Union held
on 17th December 1899,

(1) at a meeting helq at;
Baranagar, on the 10th
Deceml?e§'1899, Cossipore,
and adjoinine villages.

{2} A meeting of Indian
Association lheld on the
8th December 1899,

{3) A meeting of Rate Pay-
ers aud People’s Associ-
ation. ,

(43 A meeting of Zamin-
-ri Puschayat held on
the 18th December 1899.

At g m?eting of the Rate
Payer's Association,
Maniktols, (2)and also
at aspublic meeting held

on 17th December 1899 .

at Tangacherry.
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' ; ‘N ralimin | Merchant, Krishnanagunj, | At a public meeting held
Bengal Calcutba‘ Calcutta | Babu Nand ‘Gopal Bhado | Brahm gunj, B ameeting b
20th December 1889,
| s L, N Brahmo | Teacher, Midnapore Col- | At a public meeting held
3! ’ » B:Ibu\ Peari Lall Ghosh, Kaglas;stua- lege. ) on the Sth Lecember b
t Midnapore.
’ ” ’s Babu Trilokya Nath Pal,| Hindu | Fleader Ditto.
Vice-Chairman, Munici- | Sudgope.
pality .
’ Sar i Vakil, Burdwan .| At a public meeting of
SN R e omber, | K iyasth. urdwas Association, held
District Board and Local| on the 5th December
Board. . 1899.
" ” » Babu Amar Fath Dutt| Ditte. | Landholder; Journalist ... Ditto.
‘ Bose. ‘ :
o +e . i ing held
Babu Baranasi Banerji,B.L,] Hindu | Pleader, Tamluck .| At a public meeting
” i ” ;délmber; District Board,| Brahmin. : : at Tamluck, on the 15th
'Midnapur. “ December 1899.
’ Math Sen, | Hindu | Pleader At a public meeting of the
” ” Khulna ng‘ll, Nagendro ath Sen Bﬂli?iy‘;. Pnblie Association, held
o on the 19th December
1899.
i ’ . . . . s f h
,» |Mymen-| Mymen- { Babu Jatindro Mohan KHE;%;:& Zamindar . AbM!; gzggfngfetlni gso:ia?
singh. singh. Bose. . ' tion. held on the 15th
. December 1899.
] N i i Talugadar ... | At a public meeting of t:,he
" ' ' Babu Manomohan Neyogi, Viliggz. alugadar Mymensingh  Associa-
B. A. tion held on the 16th
/ December 1899, and also
! at a public meeting
held at Sakrail, on the
18th December.
Bahbu Revati Mohan Guha, | Rindu | Plender, Talugdar Ditto.
” ” ? M. A., B. L., lately Honor-| Kayastha .
ary Magistrate. .
) ’s Babu Sarja Kumar Shome,] . itto. " Ditto Ditto.
”»” b B A. . A
; i J i Landl ider; Pleader At a public meeting of
,» |Furreed-| Furreed- | Bibu Ambika Charan‘ VH;gdu andholg mvotionr Panslons A
ur. Mozamdar, M. A., B. L, aidya. € L Oth
pur. P Chairman Maunicipality, socistion, held on the
Member, District Board. December, (2)andalsoat &
Me ' meeting of Sushid Sabha,
(3) and also by the Ma-
nikdaho Hitsadhni Sab-
ha.
‘ " i leader | At a public meeting held
Fabu Gyan Chandra Ba-| Hindu [ Landholder and P
» ” ” nerji, M. A, B. L. Brahmin, ' tl)gggfhe 9."‘1‘. December
Babu Suresh Chandra| Ditto. Ditto ' Dlt.to.
” ” ” Lahiry, B. L.
Moulvie Alliuzzaman, B. A.,{ Mohamo- Zaniindar Ditto,
”» ” ” Chairman, Local Board. | dam.
Sundi i ;i| Hiad Editor, Hitvadi. At a public meeting Beld
” " ” 'Pil;?d]:nrl:;h Prasano Kali Br;[fmliln, ' on the 9th December
isharad. 1899, (2) and also at & me-
* eting held at Bhawants
pore,, Southern Mgtro-
politan Electorial Divis-
iom, (3) and also a¢ a
meeting of Progressive
N \ Union, (4) also at & meet-
N ing of the Branch Indian

~ Associaton,

.
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37 | Bengal | Barisal, Bakar-  [Babu Aswani Kumar,Dutt, | Hindn
8unj, M. A, B. L. Kayastha,
38 »  |Rangpuy Rangpur | Baba Satish  Chandra Hindu
Chakerbutty, 8. 1., Hono-| Brahmin
tary Secretary, Bar Lib-
rary, Honorary Secre-
tary, Union Club.
39, » Dinaj- | Dinajpur Kumar Saradindu Narayan| « Hindu
pur, Roy, . A, Kayastha,
« » ”» ” Babu Rakhal Das Sen, . 1.| Hindn
_ Baidya.

A ” Pubna { Pubna .., Babu Tarak Nath Moitra, Hindu
B, L, - Brahmin,

2 » 1 s Babu Kunj Lall Shah, Hindu'

, Teli.

43 »  |Rampur [Rajshahi {Baby Akshoy Kumar Moit-| Hindu

Beau- Y8, B. L. - Brahmin,
leah.

“1 . IBerham.|Murehida. Hen’ble Babu Bai Kanth | Hindu

pur, bad. Nath Sen, s, . Baidya.,

45 . . 1 Babu Hamindra Nath Sen, [ Ditto.
B. L., Municipal Commis-
sioner, Joint Secretary,
Murshidabad Association.

46 - . " Baby Sudhangsen Seakher | Hindu
Bagehi, Municipal Com- {rahmin,
missioner, Berha.mpur.

47 »» | Bhagal-{ Bhagal- [{Baby Brij Behari Lall Hiadu ..,

pore, | pore.

48 » . Babu Hari Das Ghosh M.A.,| Hindu
B. L. ’ Kayassha,

9 s " 51 Bsbu Jai Narain Mandal Oindu ...

50 ’ s » Babu Rash ﬁehari Lall | Hindu ..
Mandal, Ronorary Magis.
trate, Member, District
and Loea) Boards,

51 ,, |Purnesly ,, Babu Jogendro Nath Muk- | Hinda
erji, Brahman,

52 s»» | Chutia | Tippera, |Babu Ranjani Nath Nandy,| Bengalee

Nag- | Chutia B. L., Member, District [ Brahmeo
pore, | Nagpore, | Board, Municipal Com- Kayastha,
missioner, Tippera,

b3 . ' ” Babu Satyendra Nath Hindu
Basu, M. A, Kayastha

54 ’ Behar | Patn Babu Brij Nandan Singh, | Hindn-

Kshatriya,

Occupation an  Address.

—————

Zamindar

Pleader

Zamindar

Pleader

Ditto

Medical Practitioner

Pleader

Zamindar ; Vakil, High
Court. .

Ditto.

Zamindar anq Silk Merehant

Zawindar, Madhopura

P. O Bhaga) pore

Pleader

Zamindar, village Raniput.
ti, P. 0. Madhopura,.

Zamindar

Pleader

Pleader

Prineipal, Vietoria College
Tippera.

How and when
Flected

... | At & public meeting he

on the 19th Decemb
1899,

At a public meeting of ¢
Standing Congress Co:
mittee, held on the 15
December 1899,

At a general meeting
inajpur Standing Co
gress Committee, held ¢
the 19th December 180¢

Ditto,

At a publie meeting he)
on the 19th Decembs¢
1899,

Ditto.

At a m.eeting of the Ra
shahi Association, held ¢
2nd iustant,

At a public meeting of th
Murshidabad Associatiog
held on the 26th Noven
ber 1899,

Ditto.

Ditto,

At a public meeting hel
at Bhagulpore o thi
18th December 1899, .

Ditto,
Nitto,

Ditto,

At a publie meeting} hel¢

at Purnes, on 2nq Decem.
er 1899,

At a publie meeting held
at Tippera on the 2j]a¢
December 1899, and ajgc
At & meeting of ti\e Rar
Association held on the
15ch December 1899,

’ Ditto,

Pleader, Bankipore

At a pablia meeting held
on the 6th December

—————

,.._.
-
nd
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8 E’ g % Division, Scholastic Degrees, Y-
2 > 50 ete. g83¢
g £8 g Q:Q & a o
Z| 5| & | . |
N 3 At a public meeting held ‘
55 | Dengal | Behar | Patna ... [Babu Naod Ram Bhuts,} Hindu ... Pleader on the Gth December 1899,
B, L. R
. 1 Ditto.
56 ” » " Babu Radha Nath Dey ... " Merchant, Tea Agent |
i ) Bank-| At a public meeting held
> ' Bengalee amindar, :\.lerc}mnt,, n the 16th
57 | Assam Calcutta) Cachhar | Babn Ramoni M‘ohqn Das Ij?xfdu. er, Districe Sylhet. ']')te g,’:ﬁg?’is:g. |
i ister At a public meeting held
58 | Ncrth- {Benares | Benares | Mr. B. L. Mert, a. n. A, ¢.] Brahmin | Barrister-at-Law on the 10th . Detember
vest 1899,
West : ‘
Provin- ' /
- ' ‘ : Ditto.
; Bengali | Pleader -
49 . ” » Bg& . Ananda Charan goongst
. : i . Ditto,
Psbu: Nibarsn Chandra l;:x; ali | Ditte .. .
1) I »”» » an“., M. A., Lb. 8.' ya. -
' i { itto. .
61 » | Babu Qatish Chandra Mo! { Brabmin | Ditto
” » zumdar. -
i : P L1} LI
62 ” Munshi Madho Prasada, [Keyastha | Zamindar ; Pleader
” ” M. A, LL B, -
itto,
gsi i ‘hmad | Mohame- | Pleader ‘
a3 ” " » Sye.d'Nasxmddm Ahma ey |
i iti Ditto.
in | Medical Practitioner
Nath Prasada | Brahmin
G4 i . " Dr. Jaggan oy _ : ) L
: ' ‘Ditto.
45 ' Babu Mata Pershad, M. a. | Hindu { Merchant g
’ I L] ”» i ] o,
CB " n’ Janki Pershad Hindu - | Mahajan e ;
" . a .
7 Pandit Rup Narayan Brahmin | Propriesor, Indian Appeal Di
6 [T 1 s» L .
Babu Ram Pershad Chow-{ Hindu _Zamir}dar and Banker \ Dxtt.o‘.
® - ? . dhury, [Agrawalla.]
i Ditto.
Kish 11| Hinda  Ditto e
§0 " " o Babe Nand Kishore Lal Kbandn .
10 i i . Ditto.
0 . Babu Jugal Kishore Ditto. Ditto . it
’:‘ » 3 ] D'tto Ditto.
jopal Dass Chow-{ Windn i
e " | Py, 5P Agrawalla, |
i i Ditto.
1 i Hinda | Service
72 v v . Babu Badri Pershad Ko | to.
| Babu Batak Pershad Ditto. | Zamindar and Banker Dim.' .
i i " . indar - ... *  Ditto.
. Nagor | Zamindar
74 . " Babn Baldeo Das, B. a Brasor |
l i i o At a public meeting beld
75 » 8heikh Khalil-uddin Mgl;:mn Mukhtar 4 3}:"] i
. ’ ) . Hanf.
i i Ditte.
: Pandit Badri Narayan Brahmin | Zamindar itte '
5 8 " »» 1] —
3 Munshi Madho Lall Hindu .. { Zamindar ‘ b Ditte.
el ' ’ s ) | ‘
: Ider ; Agent to the { At & meeling of Kashi
Paudit Gopal Sada Shiva ! Brahmin Landhol f:.l;i A %:m to omarieciing, of K
3 ” Maha- Bindu M pi
»» 3 Apte, . rashtra, . on 3rd December lw?'
‘ o and also. at a publie
| meeting lield on the 10th
' Deceraber 1599, ‘
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.g 58 2 | Division. Scholastic Degrees, | = £S5 Occupation and Add ress. [{O‘V}@;“ltwg‘e“ é' g8 g, Civision. | Scholastlt ')egrecs, S e
%5 2 ete. S B it ! Llected, zE & . 8227
a| &3] B HEER | 2| &% | 8 Zhes N
e e e . ) der, Zamindar .| At a public meeting held
123 | North- | 4 A - i : . 142.| Nor‘h- | Allaka-/Cawnpur. | Babu Debi Pershad, Pre K&ya.Stha- Pleader,
We;r, L\tl)L::lhn. bl::ilja Pg‘mktgunder Lal, 3. A. | Nagor |Advecate, High Court ... ‘.At—, a public meeting held West | “bad. P sident, Arye Sa.ma]:Vlcg- Chitra OInSQ:‘).e 10th December
Provin- ' T Brahuin. | at Kayastha Pathshala, Provin President, Y. M, Associ-| Gupté
- ces, 3 "3 the 2nd December oes, ation. Vanshi.
o8 {1800, . Ditto.
124 o ] 143 Babu G 1 ... | Ditto. |Pleader e
» ’ ” Pandit Tej Bahadur Sapru| Brahmin | Vakil, High Co ury ,} Ditto » ” ” »bu Ganga Dys . . Ditto
M. A. LL. b ? ‘ laa |, " ,, | BabuJwala Pershad, B. A, Ditto. Vakil, Zamindar y
125 rabu D ) . ; LL. B., Viee-President,
s ” » babu Durga Charan Baner- Benga]} Ditto. i Ditto. C. F. D. Society, Presi-
R Brahmin. dent, Kayastha Literary
126 . . : Club.
2 ' » Babu Ramanand Chatterji| Brahmin | Principal, Kayastha Path- Ditto. Ditto
M A, shala. o ) 145 » " " Babu Munna Lall ... | Ditto. |Pleader .
127 I ” Babu Surrendra N < ‘ 3 3 i Ditto
" Nath DebiKayastha | Professor, Kayasthba Path-| i itva Gopal Bose... | Ditto. | Proprietor and Editor d
shala. Fastba Path) Litto. . 14 » ” » Babu Nitya Gop * Inflmn Standard(Eng:
128 ’ ‘ lish Weekly).
» " »» Babu Maheshwar Prasada,! Ditto. Ditto. : Ditto i Dite
B. 4 : ) 147 . Babu Nobin Chandra Bose.| Bengali | Pleader itto.
128 ‘Pandit Balkrishana Bhatt | Brah ) ” ” ' Kayastha.
" 1 ” andit Balkrishana Bhatt rahmin Ditto, ! i < . s it
| Ditte. 148 " Babu Bam Sanaibi Seth, | Khattri Vakil Ditto.
130 g ” ” 8. A., LL. B., Secretary,
» »”» ” Babu Ram Prasada Var-| Ditto. | Teacher, Kayastta Path- Ditto Gur Narain Kha ttri
ma ' shala. : School.
131 0 » 5> 4 Babu Ram Dyal Kayastha ‘ Ditto. Ditto. 149 . v ' Babu Raj Bahadur ... |Kayastha | Pleader Ditte.
| . w | Lala Madho I'rasada Hindu - | Ditt Ditto. Ditto.
‘. Banker - ! Babu Anoda Sarup, Secre 0.
: _ ' Khatri. . Ditto. 150 » ”? . _ tary, Arya Samaj: and Y .
133 » ” - Lala Brij Mohan Lall Hindu DY to. Ditto. M. Asso cumnn./ ‘ .
: Khattri. ‘ ' 151 " Baba Sarish Chandra| Bengali Merchant Ditto.
. . . . %) ’” Gupta. Va.ldya.
134 " » » Pandit Raj Nuth . { Brahmin Ditto. Ab a rublic meeting held . . ' Di
: on the 3rd- December 152 . Babu Triloki Nath Banerii, Brahmin | Pleader itto,
! 1399. ” " Municipal Commissioner | - |
131 ” s» | Babu Shameshwar Dass... | Hindu Gitte ; Mr. Chhote Lal, Chha, Hinda | Trader Ditto.
. B . . . o > gan I
Khattri, Ditto. 153 ”» ’ ” Lal Parekh, Vice-tresi- Vaishya.
. ) . ‘ dent, Cawnpore Gnjrati
136 " » ” Lala Anandi Pershad Hindu Ditro. Ditto uysx’x Ashram Library. ‘
. ) Pandit Shiva Prasada Brahmin {Pensioner, Superintendent, Ditto.
437 - »s Cawnpur | Pandit Prithi Nath, Vice- | Kashiniri] Pleader At a publi . 154 » » ” Tewari. Kan Ku- Sanatan Dharam Hngh’ .
President, Bar Assccia- | Brahmin, on t};‘he lfoaieetmg held baja. School.
tion, and Tempe ance 1500 h December . :
Union, Secretary, Divi- vE " Babu Shiva Narain, Mem-| Arya ... Banker Ditto.
siopal Congress Commit- 156 » » ber, Municipal Board. - |
tee, Cawnpore. . . . e
. ) : Bhai Harnam  Singh Punjabi_ Proprietor and Editor, Ditto.
138 ) ” ” Pandit Hirday Narain | Ditto. Ditto. . 156 ” » ” Varma. Khattri | Cawnpore Guzetts (Urdu
: Kaul, Joint Secretary Ditto. Sikh. Weekly)
Divisional Congress i i iti i
Committee. 157 Dr. A. C. Chatterjee Brahmin | Medical Practitioner Ditco.
22 " L4
139 s ) Babu Badri Nath . Hind i . ’ M. Tewari, L. u. s.| Brahmin{ Contractor, Medical Prac- v Ditto,
’ ’ " S Kay?s%'l:a. Vekil Ditto. 158 " " » Dr. b 4L LOWEE Kan Ku- | titioner, Trader.
baja.
140 . » Rai Debi Pershad. B, a, Hind Vakil, Zami ' . N. Sen, L. M. S. Hindu | Medical Practitioner ... Ditto.
” LL. B., F. T. 8, H‘mo}': Kay;st‘ﬁa. I?rgféssfx?.mmdm’ Law Ditto. 159 | . ” » Dr. 8 ’ Vaidya.
ary Manager, Rasik | Chetra , . - .
Sam:_n‘J,. President, Kayas-| Gupta ' Mr. G. L. Maitra, Vice- | Bengali Educationist Ditto.
tha_Vegetarian Society | Vanshi, 160 » ” ” President, C. F. D. So- | Christian
of India, and Kayastha ciety. ‘
%abha. and Kayastha dar, Rai ' Ditt
emperance  Society ; i Durgs Pershad} Brahmin Zamind ar, Rals 1to.
Vice-President, Tempgr. et » £l » Mgk;;:g. & Kan Ku-
ance Union, Sec:etary, baja.
Bar Asscciation, and .
Zamindari Association. 162 Pandit Jai Narain Pershad Ditto. Ditto. Ditto,
» » » Bajpai, Insnrutlce Vﬂ;md
. b 1 Agen ice-
l‘l xS ” »” Babu Purshotam Das Hinda Pleader Ditt (P’::s‘;aaent, Cg F. ’D. So-
Khatri, itto, clety, Secretary, Cawn-
- pur Tensperance Union, .
> ete. - :

e
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80

8l

85

86

87

88

89
90

9
92
93
94
95
96

97

98
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North- {Ben:res.; Benares,
West
Provin-
ces,

»”

2

Name in full of Delegates,!
with Honorary Titles, ‘

Scholastic Degrees,
ete.

Mirzapur.

”

Krishanrao Phikaji, Secre-

|
\
tary. |

Race Religious

“and Caste, if

Denomination
any.

Occ upation and Address,

How and when
elected.

tra Sabha. | tra.

Lala Mathra Das, son ofi Guirati

Lall Gobardhan Das. yujrati
\

Pandit_N:rain Vaij Nath | prahmin
Kallai, Maharash-

tro.

Ragha Nath Hari Kbadi- | Digto.
kar.

Raja Ram Govind Mehand- Ditto.
by.

Sada Shiva HariSohni ... [ Ditto,

Pandit Vishnu Dixit Ral| piteo.
Dixit Ranadey Raj Gura
to H. H. the Maharaja of
Mandi.

Shrimant Rao Sahib Vasu- Ditto.
deva Rao Vishwas Rao
Chandvedkar Kar,F T 8.,

President, Kashi Maha-
rashtra Sabha.

Pandit Kesho Raghu Nath | Brahmin
Avasthi. Kankabaj.

Shrimant Ganesh Chim-| Rrahmin
naji Tha they Maharash-

tra,
PRaja Ram Ganesh Ditto.
Rai Buldeo Buksh. Hindu
Kayastha.
Babu Aghor Nath Mooker-| Bengalee
ji, B. A, LL. B. Brahmin.
Babu Beni Prasada, M’uni- Hindn
cipal Commissioner, {Bhargava.
Honorary Magistrate. L
Babu Siri Ram, Member, | Hindu
District and Municipal | Kshatri.
Board. .
Babu Har Nam Sihgh Hindu
Khatri,
Babu Mshadeva Singh, | Ditto.
B. A., Tt. B., Municipal
Commissioner.
Babu Jadu Nath Ringh, | Ditto.
Member, District Board.
Babu Ram Din Arya
Vaishya.
Babu Mahadeva Pershad | Hindn
Singh. Brahmin,
Misra Sheocharan Pershad,| Ditto.
Municipal Commissioner

Brahmin

Kashi saharash- ivaharash-

Proprietor, Shri Balaji
Press.

Zamindar and Banker

Landholder
General Merchant and
Commission Agent.
Jeweller
Merchant
Landholder ...
Landholder ... "
Landholder ...

Ditto

Ditto . .
Pensioner
Plesader

Zamindar, Merchant, Con-
tractor.

Zamindar, Pleader

Zamindar, Gopigunj

Zamindar and Pleader ...

Zamindar, Derwa Bhadohi

Merchant

Zumindar, Village Bojha

Zawindar, ‘Villa.ge Chunoi

At s meeting
Maharashtra Sabha held
on 3rd December 1899,
and also at a public meet-
ing bheld oa the 1uth
December 1889.

Nitto.

Ditto,

Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.
Ditto.

. |At a public meeting held

on the 2lsg
1590, December

Ditto.
Ditte.

Ditto:

Ditto,

Ditto,
Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.

of Kashi

104

100 1

106 |

107
108

109

110
111

112

|
13|
114 ‘
1
1'

115

M

<
=
—

l

e —

Zaminda:, Pleader

Zamindar, Taekapur
Merchant

Landholder, ». Puchranea

»

Merchant and Contrac®or

Barrister-at-Law

Pleader

Barrister-at-Law

Pleader

Vakil
Pleader

Landholder and Rais
Pleader, Landholder, Di-
rector of the Kayastha
Trading and Banking
Corpors tion.

Pleader

'l‘e;icher

Advocate, High Cou.rt,
Mem er of Legislative
Council.

Vakil, High Court

Barrister-at-Law e

A.dvoca.te, High Court ...

Vakil, High Court v
Ditto

bitto
" Ditto

Occupation and Address. !

How and when
Elected.

At a public meeting hela
on the 21st December
1899.

.

Ditto.
Ditto
Ditto.

Ditto.

. |At a public meeting held

on the 16th December
1899, and also at a meet-
ing of Bengali Christian
Cgnference,  Calcutta,
held on 21st December
1899. _ .
At a public mesting held
on the 16th Decembey-
1899, R
Ditto, -

Ditto.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto,

" Dito.

At a public meeting of

Friends’ Asociation held
on the 19tk December
15899,

At a public meeting held

at Kayastha Pathshalla,
on the nd December
1899. ’ '

Ditto.
Ditto,

Ditto.
- Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.
Dittos

R 25"
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gar i 1 i h Hindu
North- [Banares.|Mirzapur, | Pandit Mathura Prasaf!a 1
\\(’\:sbl Banares. Mirap Clhowdhari, B. A. Brahmian.
Provin-
ces ) .
. Dubi Sheo Sampad Ram, | Ditto.
" ” Municipal Commissioner.
Sheikh Taqi Haji Mohame-
7 ” ” dan,
v Tewari Makban Ram Hindu
: ” Brahmin.
ve Bubu Badri Nath Seth ... ' Hindu
? ! Khatri.
” . Gorakl- | A: Nandy, Esq. Christian
. pur. .
1 ° . s
I ; v Pabu Gauri Ran ) Hindu
b24 ER ]
v Babu Ajodhia Dass, B a.| Ditto.
’ X
Babu Gorakh Pershad Hindu
3 39 & Kayastha.
’s Babu Bhairon Pershed ...| Ditto.
L34 ”»
’ Babu Jumna Pershad - ...| Ditto.
X » e
. Babu Kesri Narain Chand,, D'tto.
i3] i 24 ‘ B. A.
' pabu Ram Ratan Ditto.
il ER)
. ’s Babu Lalji Lall Ditto.
” L 24 . ]
i i Hindu.
' " Azamgarh,| Munshi Basdeo Sabai .. R yl:stlllxa
) Ll
‘Hon’ble Pandit Bisham- | Kashmiri
” A“ahf'\ | Allahabed bl;‘ar Nath, F. a. U., Mu- [Brahmin.
bad. nicipal Commissioner.
' Pandit Madan Mohan | Brahmid
» ” » Malaviya, B. A, LL B,
F. A. U.
Mr. Shamshuddin Mohamo-
i ” ” dan.
, Mr. 8. Singha . |Kayasthsa
1y 2 : )
Pandit Bhagwandin Dube, Brahmin
” ” ’ M. A., LL. B,
1 pandit Lakshmi Chand, Ditto.
” ” ” M. A., LL. B
pandit Baldeo Ram Ditto.
” 2 2 .
» , pundit Lakshmi Ngrain | Ditto.
? » Malviya. '
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183 | North-
West
Provin-
ces,
164 "
185 "
166 ”
167 ”
168 ”"”
189} -
170 "'
171 ”"”
172 ”
‘ ~
173 s
174 "
175 » "
176 "
1% "
18 "
170 .
1% 2
38 ’
182 .
183 »
184 s
185 vy
186§,
187 o 3
188 .

C] 8 o
K] 28
D Names in full of Delegates, ._?‘3 <
= o Electoriall  with Honorary Titles, | 2%
3 Division. Scholastic Degrees, =ES
& ete. Q8 o
! S s aa
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Allaha.] Cawnpur. | Babu Kanhia Lal Hindu
bad. Kayestha.
v . Pabu Ram Charan . Hindu,
»» » Lala Chandika Pershad... | Hindu
Vaishya.
" » | Lala Gulab Chand Hindu,
" » Lala Narain Das Chow-| Hindu
dhri. Vaishya.
" » Babu Ram Kishen Hindu
Khattri.
" » Hakim Sheikh  Asgar |Mohamed-
Hussain, an.
" » Babu Bishumbhar Nath...| Khatéri.
" » Lala Bankey Lal Hindua,
" w | Babu Brij Bhokan Lal ...| Hindu
Vaishya.
” ”» Babu Gopal Dase «.| Hindua.
" . Babu Ram Kishore ... | Khattri.
. N Mr. Tricum Lal Naran- | Hindu
bhai Modi. Vaishya.
v ” Mr, Vassomji Persotam.. Do.
- » Munshi Noor-ul Hasan ..| Moham.-
- edan,
- Jhansi. | Pandit Gopal bas Sharma |Brahman.
B.A., L.L.B. :
Oudh. | Fyzabad. | Babu Baldeo Prasada Hindu
Khattri.
ye . Rai Gokul Chund Rahadur,| Do.
Honorary Magistrate.
o » Babﬁ Gopal Lalla Mano- | Hinda
. cha, B.A. Arorbansi.
" ,» | Babu Brij Mohan Lall ... Kayestha.
o - Pandit Rattan Nath Kaul.; Kashmiri
Brahmin.
" » Babu Razhu Nath Sahai, |[Kayestha.
B.A. :
" . Babu Ram Kishore ... |Agrawalla,
" ’e Munshi Lalta Prasada ... [Kayestha
Srivastova
are.
" ,, | Bhays Kandhai Prasada. | Hinda
Khattri'.
N ., |Pandit Bisheshwar Nath | Kashmiri
Hengal. Brahmin,

Occupation and Address.

How and when
Eleocted.

Merchant, Contractor ...
L ]

Propriétor, Ram Charan
and Co.
Merchant

Ditto.
Ditto.

Rais and Merchant

Physician, Merchant

Banker e -
Ditto,

Trader

Banker .
Ditto.

Assistant, *The National

Bank of India, Limited,’
Cawnrore.

Merchant _
Ditto.

Vakil

High Court Vakil, Advo-
cate.

| Pleader ard Zamindar ...

Zamindar

Pleader

Accountant, Ajodhia Bank
Vakil

Zamindar

Government Pensioner and
Zamindar,

Mahajan - .. ' ...

Pleader and Z amindar,
Alkharpore.

At a rublic meeting held
on the 10th December
1899,

Ditto.
Ditte.

Ditte.
Ditte.

Ditte.
Ditte.

At a public meeting.oi

" Ritah Am Assoeiation
held on the 22nd Dee-
ember 1899,

Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditte, :

‘ Ditte. .
Ditte.

{ ,

Ditte.
Ditto.

Ditto.

At public meeting held
::wthe 6th Deeember

Ditte.

Ditto.

Ditto.
Ditto.

"itto.
Ditto.
" Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.

§ [ Namber.

1%

191

192

193

194

. 1%

196

203

204

265

6

208

400

210

LAy
si1e |

213

21¢

Presidency or
Government.

L]

»

E 24

3

k1]

.E.

T

|
|
k

|
|

|
\

How and when
e Elected.

e ——

At a public meeting held
6th

on the Deeember

1899.

At a publie meesing held

on the 14th Deeember
' 1899,

Ditto.
Ditte.

PDitte.

‘At a public meeting held
on ':.he 2let. Deeember
‘ 1599,

At a publie meeting held
on the 15th Dgoembqr
1899.

Ditbe.
Ditte,
: 40.
- Dit : n
Ditte.
Ditto.
Ditto.

At a publie meeting held
on. gho ijth December
1809 ,

‘At & pablis Ward ieeting
at Judat j, held on

- 6th December 1800, and
also at » meeting held at
Chauk en b,

Ditte.
Ditte.

At a public meeting held "
~at Sasdatganj on the 6th
December 1890.
. Ditta.
Ditto.
Litto.

Ditto,

Ditto.
Ditto,
Ditto,

bitto.
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Onah Fyzabad. | Pendit Gajraj Singh =~ .- Brahmin. | Photographer Akbarpore.
dge’s Court ...
: i* Mohomad |Mohomed- Pleader, Ju
» Gonda, MEE:‘:: Ghaus om
. . '
Munshi Munir Ahmad .. | Ditto. Ditto.
3 9
i Ditto.
li Prasana Baner- | Bengali
E S b K Brahmin.
Babu Krishna Prasada, | flindu . Vakil, High Court
" " B.Auy LuLeBe Kayestha.
Babraich P;a.ndit Badri  Narain {Brahmin. Pleadet’ ...
N sukla. . ]
' Barabanki| Pandit  Sheo Shapker | Ditto. Vakil
" Lall.
- _|Pleader, 1st grade, Judge’s
» Munshi Mohomad Hus Moh::)ed e oW,
” sain. . . o,
Babu PunnaLal . .- Hindu. | Vakil
i ) : Ditto.
Babu Ram Kishen Ditto.
T ?” ]
pabu Bhagwat Dyal, B.A., |[Kayes tha. Ditto.
” 7 1.L.B. —
Bebu Bhadar Chandra Bengali Vakil, High Court
” ” Ghosh, B-Asy L-L.B. ! Kayesvhha.
‘i.afla Shanker Das Hindu. | Bankerand Zamindar ..
1] ” ] 3
“ Dyal, Vakil, High Court, Mac:
" Partab- | Babu :hankar Dyal, B.A&.s ﬁ g;: iy
gorh e Kayestha | .
N ¢ Zamindar ..
| Nawab _ Bayed Sultan {Mohomed- ‘ .
” Lucknow :dirza. Saheb. an, .
Nawab Sultan Alf Saha ... Ditto. Ditto.
) N;wsb viohomad Bahadur Ditto. Wasiqadar
” 7 Ali Khan Saheb. ,
Nawab Wajid AliSaheb | Ditto. Wasi'qadnr, Dargabh ..
Nawab Syed Sultan Ali Ditto. _Ditto.
" . Khan Saheb.
Nawab Nabban Sabeb Sahaj Ditto. . Ditte.
g Nawab Pearay’ Saheb | Ditto. Ditto. ‘
" ” o o |
| ‘ i | i jce, Stable Haider Bai
' " Mir Ali Hussain Ditto. . Semi: ' ét& e ‘ .1&
Mirza Mahomad Kasim ... | Ditto, |Trader, Saadatganj ..
3 Nawab Syed Husain Saheb] Ditto, | Wasiqadar, Mansumga.r.
- Nawab Nadir Mirza Ahmasd] " Ditto, Wolsiqadu.r, ~Rl;_s‘,t'.a;xxl:.a.‘g'arf _
: . | Nawab Saheb Mirza '..| Ditto. “Wasiqadar, Top-_l)q'w‘;za..
[N » 5 . :
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3?:;- Oudh. |Lucknow. | Mohomad Hadi Ali Khan. |Mohomed- Zamindar, Bustamnagar..,| At a public’ meetin hel"j
Vost an. at Saadatganj on the 6tli
ovia, December 1899,
udh,
" » ,, MirjHadi Hussain Ditto. | Service, Mahbubganj Ditto.
” » ' Nawab Syed Ibrahim 2. | Ditto, |Service, Katra Khudayar Ditto.
Khan.
»» »s » M. Wazir Khan « | Ditto. Ditto: Ditto.
v ”» » Mir Syed Ali -. | Ditto. |Service, Karballa Dyant .Ditto.
Daula.
» ’ ”» Mir Syed Hussain Ditto. {Zamindar & Marsia Read i
Katra Khudayar Kh':n.er Ditto.
” " ” Mirza Fida Hussain - Ditto. [S-rvice, Karballa Dyan} Ditto. ‘ 4
Dauls. .
s " woo Syed Mohomad Raza ‘Moham- | Service 1Ata public meeting helc
edan. at Chauk ot 9th Decem
ber, and also at a mas:
meeting held at Cong
tess Pandal on 24th De.
cember 1899. i
" " " M. Kazim Husain Mehshar| Ditto. |3ervice, Galli Shah Chha.rrs;m Ditto.
. ’ . Hakim Mohomad Taqi . Physician ... | At a public Ward meeting
. . of Chaak 'held on thg
) Ath December 1899,
” " » Moulvi Bunday Raza Ditto. | Moulvi, Muftiganj Ditto.
" . " Munshi Mohabbat Hus-| Ditto, Dito.
saln, . Ditto.
»” " ”» Munshi Mazhar Aga Ditto. | Service, Tahsenyanj Ditto.
" . »' Munshi Bunday 'Aga Ditto, | Service, Mahuubganj Ditto.
» " ' Nawab Syed Sshib Ditto. [Service, Maidan Elach Ditto.
Khan.
» . " Mir Ahsan Ali Ditto. | Service, Saadatganj Dttto.
” " " Nawab Sultan Huesain | Ditto. |Service, Hussainabad
Khan. Ditto.
’ » » Mirza Hussain Ali Ditto. Service, Deorhi Aga Mir... Ditto
» o . Mirza Sadik Hussain ..,| Ditto. | Trader, Dalmandi Ditto
- " v Mirza Ali Abbas «.| Ditto. iService, Galli Shah Chharra Ditto
v - "» Mir Mohomad Bagar Hus.] Ditto. |Contractor .
sain. Ditto.
, Hakim Ahmad Hussain..., | Ditt Trade, K <
’ ” ” 0, Kh:,;]_ utra khﬂd& Yar ‘ . Diﬁto.
' o ”» Hakim Moulvi Abdul Hus.| Ditto. | Zamindar .
sain. Ditto.
1 .
" » » Nﬁ‘,‘,’ﬁ,’,’ Uashmat Hussain | Ditto, Wéa.siqadar, Talab Gangni | At a public Ward meeg;
han. ‘ hukal. of Ganeshgan; he‘iguﬁﬁ
. »” »” Nawab Faraedin Mirza ... | Ditto. (Wazirganj) the 17th ll))i::ember 1893.
: 0.
" , Nawab Mohomad S8hah | Ditto, i
" " Mirza, son of Nawab ¢ Ditto. Ditto,
Mumtaz-uddanla,

= | Jumoer.

43
4

15

ks

47

ny

19
50

61

62

83

‘64

'85

67
'68
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83 &0 : gfea
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&) e
N.-W.[’.f Oudb. |Lucknow. | Nawab Syed Azmat Hus-|Mohomad.| Pensioner, Gangni Shukal Alfe:dp::ﬂé‘; '\lve::;;l Gx:;gtig::
and sain, an. a )
the 17th Decmber 1899.
Qudh,
” » , Nawab Syed Ahmad Hus- | Ditto. Ditto. Ditto
sain Khan,
» ” » | Nawab Asif Ali Khan ... [ Ditto. | Of ex-Royal Family Ditto.
T » Syed Raza Hussain Ditto. | Service, Gangnrir a;%:nbnkal Ditto.
" ‘ s . Syed Mohammed Khan... | Ditto. Ditto, Ditto.
» ”» » Syed Sagir Hussain Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
" ' " Hakim Mirza Haider Hus-| Ditto. | Ditto. Baroni Khandak Ditto.
sain,
" " » Mir Anwar Ali . ] Ditto. | Merchant, do. Ditto
' ’e ” Darogs Aga Ali . | Ditto. |Service, Wazirganj Ditto.
. Syed Mohamed Raza Ditto. Do. Gangni Shukal Ditto.
” ” Kban. ! ' Talab.
i I . N
' o ! Munshi Ahsan-ullah Beg.: Ditto. Do Bag Kazi - Ditto,
b Al !
' v Munshi Masud Hussain.. | Ditto. Do. Yahiaganj Ditto.
14
' " s Munsbi Ahmed Hussain ... Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
» » » Hakim Muzuffer Hussain Ditto. Physician, Serai Aga Mir Ditto
;, " 1 Syed Ali Naki Ditto. | Service, Wazirganj Ditto.
. ’ » Sheikh Rasool Beg ... Ditto. Ditto. Dil:t,o..
, . » { Munshi Sajjad Hussain ...| Ditte. | Editor, Oudh Punch Ditto.
" ' Munshi Makbool Hussain ! Ditto.. | Service, Wazirgang Ditto. .~ ‘
59 f . . .
i) d itto. | Pensi M -.!And also at a public
» ” ” NE;:’:;’ Sui—};’:). Mohoma Dl, o enswn?r, - ansurnegar mass meeting attended
Life-President, Anjman-i- | : an:‘;g;gg;) !‘l‘;illl]:i alhe'd . l::t.
i . on the
Mohomadi. l' 24th December 18°9,
. : i i Dit*o.. | Wasiqada- Ditt o. At a public meeting of An-
" ” ” NZ‘?Fkhxnsz:he%? homad ; -l ? a'S-lq-ﬂ-- ‘a > 1o juman-i- Mohomadiheldon
! ' the 17th December 1889,
| : ‘
in | Ditto ; Ditto
Nawab Khadam Hussain | Ditto. T {1 1V . .
” ” " Khan. i oLt
Nawab Aga Mohomad J Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
” " " Hussain Khan alias | . .
Manan saheb, !
. Mir Fida Hussain . “ Ditto, Physician, Ditto. -
i3] i} »” )
- Nawab Ahmad . Mirza | Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. .
” » ? Saheb. )
Meer Ali Hasham Saheb Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
a4 ’ 133
” , Ameer Mirza alias Bhud- | Ditto. | Service, Ditto. .
’ ” dan Saheb. .
R A H saa Di Dicto.
» » » Umrao Mirza Saliib Ditto. | Wasiqadar, - - Ditto.
3 i 3 3 Ditto.
» ”» ’ Sajjad Mirza Sahib Ditto. Zawmiadar, Dlt:to.
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N.-W.P.| Oudh. |Lucknow. | Nawab Abmad Mirza 8Ba- |Mohomad-| Wasiqadar, Mansurnagar. | At a public meeti-
* and heb. . an. Anjuman-i-Mohomad:
Oudh. on the J17th Ix
ber 1899. :
2706 »” »» » Nawab Muzaftar Hussain | Di'to. Ditto. Ditto
Saheb. )
271 "y v 'y Nawab Mchomad Mirza | Ditto. Ditto. i
Saheb alics Manjhu Saleb., Ditto.
272 ’» »» » Nawab Sadiq HussainSaleb, Ditto. Ditto, Ditto
273 - »s 1 Nawab Mirza Mohomad | Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
Razy Khan Saheb i
274 > 2y 1 e Nawab Ab'd Ali Khan ... Ditto, Ditto. leto
275 ’ ”s ' Abbas Mirza Sahib Ditto. | Service, ditto. Ditto.
256 »s , , Hakim  Syed Baqar | Di Di i
’ ’ Husoain, q itio. itto, Ditto.
77 . . - Nawab Imtyaz-ud-doula...! Ditto, | Wasiqadar, Nakhas Ditte.
278 » » ’ Nawab Asgar Ali Saheb itt Di i
’ aliacs Manal Saheb. Ditto. ieo. Ditto.
979 > " ” Nawab Mnbarak Hussain Ditio. . bitto. Ditto
Khan, :
289 " ” ’s N wab Lateef-uddin Ah-| Ditto. Dit to. Ditto
mad Kban '
281 » » , Nawab Zahir-uddin Ahmad  Di¢ o, Ditto. ;
’ Khao, | tto Ditto.
282 ” » ’ Nawab Ameer-uddin Ah-  Ditto. Ditto. Ditto
mad Khan. ’
283 sy 'y 9 Nawab Khurshaid Mirza Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
Moulvi Abdul Gafur Saheb | Ditto. Ditto. D’tto
284 ”» » v Nawab Syed Ali Khan .| Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
285 » » » Nawab Aga Wazir Hus-1 Ditto, | Ditto, Kashmiri Mohalla Ditto.
sain Khaa Saheb Vice-
President, Anjuman-i-
Mohomadi.
26| . Nawab Taki Ali Khan| pitto. Ditto ;
’ ” alics Nabban Saheb. Ditto.
W71 . » " Mahomad Sadiq Ali Khan| Ditto. Ditto. Ditto
%83 L , . Nawal Ahmad Ali Ditto. Di
’ ’ Khan Saheb a’ias Chho- 1tto. _ Dttto.
tey Saheb.
- " - Nawah Mohomad Mirz i it : .
9 » N han. m wrza | bigto. | Ditte, Rustamnagar... bitto.
Ay » ’e v Nawab Bagar Mirza Khun{ Dicto. Ditto Ditt
itto.
291 v " » Nawab Abid Hussain Khanl Ditto. Ditto Litt
! . ritto.
262 v . ' Nawab Ata Ali Khan Ditto. Ditto Ditt
to. itto.
<93 ”w . Nawab Syed Abid Sahel i i :
” alias Nanhan Saheb, Dltto.\‘ Ditto. Ditto.
29 » »» ” Nawab Chhotey Miran i :
Saheb alias Ali Wani, || L te- | Merchact, ditto. Vitto.
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Number,
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=
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25

2097

208

$00

300

361

302
303
304

Big

06

307

318
310

3.0,
311

313

34
3o

w2l

. Presidency or

(overnment,

Ty

”»

»»”

”

*»

”

"

.y

. Congress Cirele,

Ondh.

i3l

i34

»»

»
>

144

>

with ‘Honorary Title-,
Scholastic Degrees,
ete.

{ucknow,

”

L 2]

(1]

2

I

T3

12

»”

Meer Moliomad Akbar
Saheb.

Syed Na-ir Saheb

Nawab Mehndi Ali Khan
Saheb alivs Chhajn
Saheb,

Nawalh Mohomad Raza
Ali Khan.

(fakim - Mir Ali Molsan

sawal Nanhey Mirza, son
‘of Nawab ~Mohomad
Riza Khan,

Alimal Hussain: Khan
Mak hzan-ud dowia Baha-
dur,

Chhotey Mirza Saheb
Nawab Hadi Ali Khan ..

Nawab Furrakh Mirza

Ali Hussain Khan.
Nawab Haidar Hussain
Khan Sahib.

hebh.

Nawab Mehndi Ali. Khan
Saheb,

Zaiir Hussain Saheb

Nawab Sultan Ali Khan

Saheb.
Nawab Mirza Sahel

Nawab Wilayat Hussain
Khan. .

Syed Mohomad  alias

Naidu Sabeb.

Hakiz Mohomad Hussain
Kfahib.

Syed Ali Saheb

Mirza  Abbas Huss».iui
Saheb, l

Mirza Mohomad Hassain
Saheb.

Mir Alum Ali Saliev

vtoulvi Mohowa | Ismail
Naheb

sultan Ali Saheb

Moulvi Marteza Hussain
Saheb.

Mir Ali Hussain Sahedb ...
Mir Syeld Hussain Ssheb

Names in fnll of Delegates,; .

Eletorial |
Pivision.

Syed Zamin Hussain Sa-

if

and Caste,

Race, Religious
Denomination,
any,

\
r
i
|

Mohomad-

an.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditteo.
bitto.
Ditto.

Ditto. -

Diito,
' Ditto.

Nitto.
Ditto,
Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto,

bitto.
Ditto

bitto.
Ditto,

Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

bicto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.
Ditto.

Occupation and
Address,

Service, Rustamnagar.

Ditto.
Wasiqad«r, ditto.

Ditto.

ditco.
Wasiqndar, ditto.

Ditto.

Dit'o.
Ditto.

Ditto.

D_itto.
Zamindar, D;xrgah
Wasiqadar, ditto

Trader, ditto.

Wasiqadar, Kazmain

Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.

!

Trader, ditto

Service, ditto

Ditto.

Ditto.

Zamind i, Katrs Khuda-

: yar Khan,

Ditto.

Ditto.
Service, Bilochpara

Ditto.

- Ditte. «

Ilow and when
Elected. .

At a public mesting of
Anjman-i-Mohomadi hel
onthel7th December 1899

bitto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto-.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.
Ditto.

Diteo.
Ditto,

Ditte.
Ditte.
Ditéo.
Ditte.
Disto.
F'itte.
Diste.
Ditto.
Ditto

Litte.
Litte.
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377 N. -W.P, Olldh. Lucknow. Zia-ud-diu Huggain K1 \ N R T
& Sahely. . 180 'Mohomed- Ditto. At & meeting of Apjuman-
a8 Oudh, Loooaun ll-7.\llohomadi held . on
Mir 2 sa C th December 1899.
” » 1 . bl;heb. fohomad  Raza i Ditto. |Service, Chaupatian ecBrir;l:'r
, Nawab :
» ” ’ awab Jhamman Saleb .. | Ditto. \\Z:l,:qad&r’ Ahata Mirzg Ditto.
379 , Nawab A i i i :
” ” ! Saheb. g% Hussain | Djreo, Wasiqadar, Musahabganj Ditto.
320 H .
- » » » Mohomad Sajjad Saheb Ditto, Ditto. i Ditto,
. " " ” Nawab Asgar Ali Saheb..| 1 itto. | Service, Wazirbagh ’ Ditto.
- I ” 5y Mir Jaafar Ali Saheb Ditto. Service, Ahata saﬂgibﬁig Ditto,
28 . .
83 ” ” " Mirza Haidar Saheb Ditto. Ditto. b Ditto,
38 - e
t ” " " Hussain Mirza Saheb Ditto. | Trader, Hasanpore Ditto.
385 19 ” s Gazanfar Hussain Saheb... Ditto. Ditto, Ditto,
386 ' : " .
Naw ab‘ Mirza Fide Hus-| Ditto, | Wasiqadar, Mahbubganj . Ditto.
387 sain Saheb, . . ’
m » " Mirza Enpayat Ali Baig Service, Mahmud Naoar. | Ditto.
Saheb. Ditto. =T
8, " ” Sheikh Wazir Ali Saheb .| Digto. Ditto, Ditto.
389 5 v » Haider Mirza Saheb Ditto, |Wasiqadar, Mahmud Nagar Ditto,
390 » " " Hadi  Hossain  Khan| piggo. Ditto. Diteo.
Saheb.
39 » " ’ Abid Hus'ain Khan Saheb| pitto, Service, Deorhi flaidarhaiy Ditto.
Khan.
392 " 1 ’ Syed Melhndi [Mussain Ditto. | Zamindar, Punjahi Tola Ditto.
Khan Sgheb! v
393 " » » Syed Abdul Wahab Saheb | jyqo. Zamindar, Buddi Kalan ... Ditto.
394 » » » Ahmad Raza Khan Saheb | Digto. Ditto, Ditto.
395 " » ” Nawab Mohomad Husszain | [ i1y, | Wasigadar, Victoriaganj... Ditto.
Khan Saheb, ’
356 ’ » " Raza Ali Khan Saheb Ditto. | Serviee, Pul-i-Gyjam Ifns. Ditto,
rain,
397 » ” » Raza Mohomad Saheb | Ditto. | Wasigadur, Pul-i-Gulam Ditto,
Salkha, Husain.
398 " » v Mohomed Ishfaq Iussain| Dito. | Service, Baza Khala Litto,
Saheb. L
399 » » »» Syed Abdul Haq Saheb| pito. Zaminda~, Raja-ki-Baza~ Ditto.
alias Chhunan Saheb RS
400 ” ” ” Nawab Ali Ahmad Saheb | Ditto, | Wasiqadar, Wazirgan] Ditto,
40) ’ ” 'y Jaafar Mirza Saheb Ditto. | Servies, Golaganj i Ditto.
t
402 " ‘ ’» sy Sadiq Mirza Sabeb Ditto. Ditto. { Ditto,
403 » [ = . Baqa Hussain Saheb Ditto. D!tto, | Ditto.
104 ” ’ ) Nawab Syed Mohomad | Ditto, | Wasi adar, Go) i ] Ditto
’ Asgar Saheb, 1 wean - ’
405 ) s ’ Nawab Nadir Ali Khan| Ditto. Ditto, I Ditto,
Sahel. '
Nawab Mohomad Tladi| Ditto. Ditto. l )
se| " . Saheb. e ? Ditto.
407 » " ’ Nawab Nawazish Aqli)f{l}).m Ditte. | Wasiqadar, Neagaon. ... [ Ditto
Sahe :

[
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., Barrister-at-law
408 [N.-W.P.| Oudh. |Lucknow. Syed Ali Ausat, Esq. .. Moh::?ad
and
Oudh,
i Fakil
Wirza Sami-ullah Beg B.A.| Ditto. Vaki
el R " ” L L B f
i i t o
i teh Ditto. | Rais, & descendan ok
40|, " ” Pr}:fﬁl-ﬁ);i‘rlxl Fbtirza. fﬂpahan royal fami
Mohomad Ismail. y.
Mirza Abul Hassan Ditto. | Service, WazirGanj ..’
. ) ) i i Ditto.
412 2 Sy ed Naqi Ditto. " "
k) " . .
Nawab Babban Saheb ... Ditto. | Mukhtar, di |
o ) ) ” Y i Zamindar, Nakhas
414 " . " Syed Ali Mehndi .. | Ditto. y
o Syed Mohomad Hashim... Ditto. . Ditto.
- ” ’ Hakeem Syed Hussain ... | Ditto. | Physician and Merchant
” ‘ )
. ’ ’ Haidar Khan Ditto. | Trader, Saadat Ganj
' 417 ” ” ” ‘ ) .
418 » Syed Altaf Hussain Ditto. | Service, Aminabad
’r "
' 5.
419 Haji Mohomad Usaf Ditto. | Merchant, Chauk
13 ’ 99 ] '
i itto. | Service, Stable Haider
Syed Ali Bahadur we | DI Paig Khan.
420 » . . .
421 ' Syed Mehndi Bahadur ... | Ditto, Ditto.
" b 7" ) . -
' Mir Sardar Al Ditto. -| Zamindar, Bag-i-Fajju...
422 Y] ” 2 )
423 » Mir Ghulam Abbas Ditto. Ditto.
.-" i3] 79
j Nawab Syed Mohomad | Ditto, Wasikadar, Garhi Azim
42 " ” ? Shafi. Baig.
} Sheikh Ahmad Ali Ditto. | Service, ditto
425 ) 1 ” ! ‘ . ‘ .
. Nawab Usaf Hussain ... | Ditto. | Pensioner, Tahsin Ganj... |
1 .
o ) ) , Bachan Saheb ... | Ditto. Zamindar, Top Darwazsa...
, .
N ) ) ) ,,» Mehndi Hassan| Ditto. Wasikadar, Moulvi Ganj...
28 [} EX) 2 4 . ‘
: Munshi Ali Hussain | Ditto. | Service, MoulviGanj
429 ” ” ” Khon,
Nawab Kaikaos Mirza Sa- | Ditto. | Service, Maidan Elech
430 ” ” ? Heb Khan.
Munshi Sultan Hussain Ditto. | Wasikadar, Dargah
431 ”" 2 tE)
M Ehsan Hussain Ditto. | Service Katra Abutarab
132 ” ” ” Khan. Khan,
Nawab Ali  Bahadur Ditto. Servi(:\g,'Gulli Shah Chara
433 » ” ” Saheb.
Hakeem Amir Hussain ...| Ditto. | Physician, Chauk
434 v ' ”
Sheikh Ahmad Ali Saheb | Ditto. | Poet .
435 ? ” " Kamil.
436 Chottan Saheb .. | Ditto. |Service
o %) ’» ’ ' ’
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322 IN..w.p. . ! .
andI Oudh. Lucknow. | Nawab Mohomm} Hussain Mohomad-l Wasiqadar, Kachha-pul... | At a meeting of Anjman-
Oudh, 1 g hln.anaheb alias Has-u 1 an, i-Mohomad] held o0
| ' Saheb. | 17thDecember 149). °
|
3:3 ' . | * .
" " » Nl?:;’ab Baqar Mirza Sa-. Ditte. Ditto. Ditto.
4
32y " ’ ! ’» Nawab Mirza Kazim Hm«s-l Ditto. Disto. i
: sain Khan Saheb, e
325 " »oo ’ Hakim Chhotey Saheb | I itg-, Physician, di to it
3268 v " ) N N . T . .
‘ ” Nawab Syed Baqar Hus-{ Ditto. {Zawindar and Warsigadar i
! sain Saheb, Hyder Ganj. e Disto.
327 ! . .
» "o no Nawab Budhan Sahcb. Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
328 " s ‘ » Nawab Mohomad Qdstm | Ditto |Ditto. Naubasta. - Ditto
| Ali Salheb, | )
329 1 |
" w o ’e Mirza Kazim Hussain ! Ditto. | De’, Muazamnagur. i
5 Saheb Akhtar-Shikoh. ' & Ditzo.
330 | N . H .
” , ; , awab Ikram-ullah Khan' itto. Do., lmambar TR - i
| s r , ] i 33 i, nbareg Iiraw Ditto.
H i
’ .
331 | Nawab  Syed ‘ Servi i 3
. , ' awab  Syed  Mohomad | Ditto. Service, ditto.
’ ’ Asgar Alt Khan Saheb. p“’m.
332 " , " | Nawab Aga Sajjad Ali| Ditto, Wasigadar, Top Darwaza Ditto
; Sabeb, '
3\, , ) i Yaw b Mehndi Ali Khan | Ditto. hitto. Ditto
| Saheb. )
!
3l " " 5+ i Nawab Sardar Mirza Sa-| Dito. bhitto. Ditto
. i heb. ’
335 i
. " » :Meer Asgar  Hussain | Ditto. | Tradee, ditte. Ditto.
! Saheb. i
336 ' :
. i s  (Hakim  Jasfar Mirzal Ditto | Service, ditto Ditto. -
3 i Saheb, : )
37 !
»» , ' [ Yaseen Shah Saheb Ditto. ditto, Ditto,
]
338 ! : .
' " " Nawab Mansor Ali Saheb | Ditto, |Wasijadar, Katra Abn. Ditto,
trab Khan,
339 " " " Hakim Mirza Abid Hussain'  Ditto. Ditto, Ditto.
Saheb, Vice-President. ’
31 . ' v Azim-uddin Saheb Ditto. [ Scrvice, ditto. Ditto
241 ” . " Haidar Hassan Saheb Ditto, Ditto, Ditto
342 ad Raz Kl Di i :
343 ' , Mir Hamed Hassan Khan , . Ditto, Di ' :
3 Saheb . ttto. Ditto.
344 . ) . Hakim . Haziy Hussain | Ditto. | Zamindar and Physi-ian, Litto
Saheb. Katra Abutiab Khan. '
342 ” . Hakim - Haidar Hussain |, Ditto, i .di
" b, ; Wasiqadar, ditto, 1 itto.
346 ' v ’ Gulam-Kasim Saheb ...] Ditto, Service, ditto Dttt
: } Traee ‘ : 0.
347 ’ 34 5 Ahmad Mirza Saheb ‘ D'tto. | Trader, Biloeinpar;; ‘.'Nob
N L1 .

[
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Y iN--W .| Ovdh. | Lucknow. | Hussain Ahm 4 Saheb... Mohzma«l- ’l‘radgr, Bilochpura ... A;’_“‘] :)‘;le:';":(ﬁ of Ah?!gm
P& an: - N ¢
" Oudh, _ 17th December 1899,
Sy | " - . Chhotey Saheb Litto. | Service Ditto. Ditto.
0 ) } ,‘ Nawab Ali Sal®b Ditto. | Ditto. Dit*o. Ditto,
331 . " " ' Nawab Mirza Salieb Ditto, | Trader Ltitto, Ditto.
> ! . . 1y
. Syed Narul Hassan Ditto | Service Ditto. Ditto.
w352 . " . Saheb.
' Nawab Nannehai Mirza Diito. Wasikadar, Khirki Rahim Ditte.
353 " ”» " Saheb. Khan.
Wit " " . Alimad Razyv Khao Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
; : Sabeb. .
05 » ” " Syei Mohammad Abid | Ditto Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
Saheb, son of Nanhai
Mirza
333 " . " Syed Meohammad Taqi [ Ditio Ditto. Ranikatra Ditto.
- tHussain Khan Saheb.
51 . ’e ' Moulvi Syed Tstifa «lios Ditto. Ditto. Patanala Ditto.
Laddan Saheb,
535 " ” " [ Xawah Moliomad Sadiq {Mohomad |£amindar, Maidan Alach Ditto.
,  Saheb. an, L Khan, .
it » » " Mirza  Nadir  Hussain | Ditto. |Wasigader, Maidan Alach Ditto
Saheb, Khan,
M N - ' Nawab Budhan Salieb Ditto. Ditto, Ditte.
J61 » ”» " Mir Asgar Mirza Sahelb .. | Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
S62 s ” ve Mir Syed Ali Saheb Ditto. { Mukhtari, Maidan Alsch Ditto.
. * Khan,
363 . " . Mir Murtza Hussain Khan| Gitto, Ditto. Ditto.
Saheb, son of Mirza Fida
Hussain Khan,
364 " e ' dchhay Mirza Salieh ‘Ditto. | Service, Maidan Alach Ditte.
! ) Khan,
251, " . Nawab Vi:za Hassan Ali| Diito. | Wosiqa, Nawabganj .. Titto.
5 Khan Saheb alias Achhay
| Mirza. .
305 ; o , ,.  |Atta tlussain Saheb Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
3671 . " " Munney ¥irza Saleh Ditto. }Crade, Ninazganj . Ditso.
s, v " Nawab Umrao Miza| Tit'o. | Wasigadar, Niwazganj Ditto.
: Saheb.
I . ., |syed Askari MirzaSaheb. | Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
%30 ‘ . " . Mir Vohomad Mehndi{ Ditto. | Wasiqadar, Muftiganj Ditte.
I Saheb.
| .
351 : . " . Taqi Saheb ... ... | Ditto. [ Service, Muftiganj Ditte.
. o . .
a5 ! . " Nawab Molomad Hadll‘ Ditto. Ditto. D’tto. -
! » Saheb. |
TS | " Navab Mnbarak Hussain | Ditto. | Wasiqdar, Mafiicm] Titto.
| ' " Saheb,
e, Mirza Mohomad Abbas| Ditto. ) Editor, Chaupatian Dittn,
i o v Saheb Hosh . :
3 ! ] .. . .
7o :Nawah Mirza Ahmad Hu s-| Ditto. | Wasiqadar, Chanpatian... | Ditto.
i : " i suin Khan. ’,'
%6 | wo v " Nawab Mir Aga 8li Ssheb, Titto, Titto. L Dit.to..
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437 IN.-W.P.} Oudh. | Lucknow.| Mohomad Mustafa Saheb Mohomad-] Service At a mass meeling he
(;:l‘?l - at lllxe ¢ ongress Pand
2 on the 2
Ohoo. ¢ 2ith Decem}
43% ” . ” Nawab Sher Afgan Shah Ditto. | Aminahad Ditto.
alias Ladley Saheb.
130 , » Razaq Ali Khan alias Ditto. Ditto i
" o ’ Chhaban Saheb. bitto.
440 ’e . s Jafar Hussain Ditto. | Service, Muiti Ganj Ditto.
441 ” ” » Kazim Hussain Mahshar | Ditto. | Galli 8Shah Chhara Ditto,
4 »» » Munshi Akbar Khan Ditto, [ Service Mufti Ganj Ditto.
“H3 o, " ” Nawab Syed Mohomad | Ditto. | Banjori Tola Ditto
f Bahadur, )
!
# »” » Nawab  Wazic Mirza | Ditte. | Zamindar, Wazir Ganj... Ditto.
i Saheb.
#3 ” ” Munshi Wajid Hussain... | Ditto. | Zamindar, Parchawalli Ditto.
] | Galli.
“Ho i, - ” Syed Abul Hussain Ditto. | Zamindar, Golaganj Ditto.
HI . ” » Badshah Ali Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
443 ; » » . Molhomad Askari Ditto. | Service, G.laganj .- Ditto.
44 » . » Quazi Habib-ullah Ditto. Ditto, Ditto.
36 " ’ » ,» Shalamat Ha'san..’| Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
41 » »s " Chowdhry Mumtaz Hus- | Ditto. | Zemiadar, Golaganj Ditto.
. sain.
42 »
" ” Chowdlry Imtyaz Hus- | Ditto. Ditto. Ditto
sain. ’
433 "

” » Moulvi Moliomad Xunas] Diito. Ditto. Dits .
43¢ 1 " 1 Sheikh Wazir Hussaia .. | Ditto. Ditto. Dicto.
435 »» » " Syed Aga Husain Ditto. | Service, ditto, Ditto.
436 ” » " Moulvi Syed Molhomad| Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.

Husain.
47 " » » Baqar Hussain Ssheb Ditto. | Service Ditto.
453 »» 2 " Syed Tasaddug Ali Ditto. [ Service, Saadat Ganj Ditto,
15l . . »» Qazi Asghar Husasain Ditto. | Zemindar Litto,
480 » " I sy Fida Hussain «. | Ditto, Ditto. Ditto
061' . ., " ,» Khurshaid Ilussain | Ditto. Ditto. Ditte
462 | v ’e » Ali  Mirza Humaon Ditto. |Pensioner, Jauhari Moha'la Dit
shikoh. itto.
465 ” , Nazir Aga Salieb Ditto. } Hadis Khawan (Preacher; -
" ' Wazir Ganj. ( ter bitio.
464 ”» - - S,ed Mohomad Waliid .. | Ditto. | Service, Maufti Ganj Ditto
T I S ” Syed Mohomad Taqi Litto. Ditto, Ditto
6, ” ” Syed Mohumad Hadi Ditto. Ditto. Ditto
@, : 1 . M. Mujtaba Huasain Ditto. | Zen:indayr .
! . Ditto.
a@E L, »” Syed Mustafa Hussein... | Ditte. | fervice .
i ! bit'o,

[
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469 N.-W.P.| Oudh. |Lucknow.|Syed Mohomad Raza |Mohomad-| Service ; Katra Abu Turab
and Saheb. an. Khan,
) QOudh, B
| 470 » » 1 Hakeem Syed Tafazul Hus-| Ditto. | Jaulri Mohalla
sain,
sl » » " Sheikh Bunyad Hussain | Ditto. | Chauk
472 . » » Khwaja Mohomad Mir Na.| Ditto. [ Service
wab Saheb.
473 " v " Mohomad Wazir Saheb ... { Ditto. Ditto
T . . » Nawab Jaafar Hussain ... | Ditto. Ditto.
451, " ” Syed Ahmad Shah ... | Ditto. Ditto.
416 »” ”» ’ Nawab Shams-uddin Ditto. Ditto.
477 » " v | Hafiz Mukhtar Ahmad ... | Ditto. - Ditto.
478 " o . Munshi Raza Ahmad ., [ Ditto. Ditto.
479 » v " Syed Mohomad Asgar ., | Ditto. Ditto,
480 ” " " Syed Pearay Saheb ... | Ditto. Ditto.
481 » . » Ali Nawab Saheb Ditto. Ditto.
182 s . ” Ali Mirza ,, Ditto. Ditto.
483 » v - Munshi Yusaf Hussain .., | Ditto. Ditto,
184 » " " »s Imdad Hussain.,,| Ditto. Ditto,
485 » ’ ” »» Mohomad Hussan .. | Ditto. Ditto.
486 »» » ”» Musharaf Hussain Saheb | Ditto. Ditto.
487 »» " 1 Ahmad Hussain sy oo | Ditto. Ditto.
488 »» ' ' Sadiq Hussain " Ditto. Ditto.
489 s s ’ Mustafa Hussain ,, .. | Ditto. Ditco.
490 » ' " Abu Saheb Ditto. Ditto.
491 . ” " Mumtaz Hussain Saheb... { Ditto. Ditto.
192 " ' " Mir Ahmad Ali .. | Ditto. Ditto.
493 - ” » Babu Gauri Shanker Hindu. | Zamindar .
494 " " ye s»» Madan Mohan Lal . | Ditto. | Pleader
495 2 . » » O:gxg’l;mﬁehari Lall  (Kayastha.| Service, Poet
496 v ' 1 ., Prithi Pat Rai Hindu, | Rais .
497 " . " Lala Ram Raghbir Ditto. | Banker
498 . " v Mgharaj Sati Din oo | Brahman.] Mukhtar
499 . " ' Babu Kishan Prasad Khattri, | Trader -
500 ., ., » ,, Fateh Bahadur Hindu, | Vakil
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N.-W.P.| Oudh. [Lucknow. | Lala Gopal Dass Hindu. | Baoker and Municipal { At a public Ward meetine
and Commissioner. held at Chauk on the 9t}
Oudh . December 1899, and alse
at a mass meeting held
at Congress Panda]l "&h.
the 4th December 1899,
' . ' Babu Gauri Prasada Ditte. | ... Ditto
" . ' Lala Gauri Shanker Ditto. | Rais Ditto.
. ' ’s Raja Ram Saheb Ditto. | Vedanti Ditto.
” " » Pandit Salig Ram Ditto. R Ditto.
' . ’y Lala Sree Kishun Lal - Ditto Banker Ditto.
" " ” Babu Bhairon Prasad Kayastha.! Vakil and Zamindar At a public Ward meeting
held at Yahia Ganj on
the 12th December 1899
and also at a mass meer.
ing held at Congress
- Pandal on the 24th De.
cember 1899,
" ' : Babu Salig Ram, B. A., | Ditto. Ditto, i
” abu Salig , Ditto,
T " N Babu Damodsr Dass Hindun. } Medical Practitioner i
N Ditto.
” » vy Munshi Bishen Lal Ditto, | Proprietor, Ondh Press ... At.a public Ward meeting
held at Yahia Ganj on.
the 12th December 1899,
. ) " Babu Raghubar Dyal Ditto. | Zamindar Ditto.
. ” . Babu Ramchandra, M. A.| Ditto. Vakil, High Court At a public Ward meeting
of Ganesh Ganj held on
the 17th December 189,
and also at a mass meet-
ing held at Congress.
Pandal on the 24'h De-
' cember 1899,
" . " Babu Ishwaii Prasada, | Khattree, Ditto. Ditto.
B. A., LL. B.
v 5 ’y Pandit Lachkman Prasada; Brahmin. | Proprietor, Fakir's Idor Ditto.
Dispensary.
" . . Babu Ajit Prasad, M. A.} Vaishya. | Vakil, High Court Ditto,
L. L. B.
. . . Pandit Ram Dularay Baj- | Brahmin. | Pensioner and Trader Ditto.
pai. .
. " . Babu Jugal Kishore, B, A.] Khattree.| Contractor, Lal Bagh Ditto.
. . ’e Pandit Makhan Lall Brahmin, Ditto, Ditto.
1 ” ” Babu Ishree Dyal . |Kayastha.| Advocate Ditto.
S . Babu Sarju Dyal Ditto. | Pensioner Ditto,
i
noolw » Babu Bhuban Mohan Roy | Vaid. NMerchant Ditto.
. E ” . Pandit Sheo Behari Lall | Bralimin, | Vakil Ditto.
. { ., ., Batu Har Dyal Kayastha, Ditto. At a public Ward meetip,
of Ganesh Ganj helq on
| the 17th Decemberyggq
| .
" j . . Pandit Beni Mac}hu Brahkmia. Ditto
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525 ]N.-W,P. Oudh. {T,ucknow. | Babu Banei Lal Singh, Hindu | Advocate

& Chairman, ReceptionCom-, Khattree.
Oudh. mittee of the I15th 1. N.
. Congress,
!
561, ” » Babu Ganga Prasida Var- | Khattres. | Proprietor & Editor, Ad-
ma . vocate (bi-weekly jour-
nal), and Hindustani
(Urdu weekly).

a2 »s » . Miss Garland

62, " . Pandit Bislun Narayan { Kashmiri | Barrister-at-Law
| Dar. Brahmin.

520 . " . Babu Bipin Behari Bose, | Bramho. Advocate, J. C. Court ...
1‘ M. A

530 Dr. Nobin Chandra Mittra,| Kayastha [ Medical Practitioner, Vie-

? > " g toria Ganj.
L. M. S,

A3l n ” Babu Krishun Prasada ; Ditto. {Joint Editor, Advocete ...
i Bysak, B. A.

332, » ’ Babu Krishun Baldeo Var-| Hipdu, | Proprietor of Vidya Vi-
; wa. node and K. B, Varma
| Press.

! o

3380 » ” Pandit [qbal Narain Ma- |Kashmiri Zamindar
{ saldan. Brahniin.
| . . sndar

G4 ,: ” » » P:,lnditld Sheyam Narain| Ditto. Zamindar
: Masaldan,

535 1 ’ » Pandit Gokoran Nath Mis-| Brahmin, | Vakil, High Court
;, ra, M. A. '

536 1 » » Babu Sita Ram Varma, | Hinda |Vakil, Kheri >
i i B AL Kayastha.

i | )
as37 " ” »»  Babu Sham Lall . {Bindu.  |Vakil
TRA 1 ’ ' Pandit Srce Kishun Kashmiri Pensioner
F Brahmin,
! | .
559 1 3 ' Babu Har Bilas Bhargava, |Hiudu. Zamindar
B. A,
540 . ) n " Pgrlldit;t . Gyanaeshawar | Brahmin, Chauk,
, 1astri.

o4l 1 P 'y ' | Pandit Behari Lall Shastrij  Ditto. Ditto.

2, - " I Pandit Kanahya Lall Ditto. Ditto.

543 oy . . " Babu Raghubar Singh ... jllindu. Pleader and Zamindar
i i N

-y . I pabu Ram Garib .. Kayastha, Manager, Kayastha Trading

i+ .o ” AR R ' By Company, Ld., Lucknow,

340 : " » v Pandit Raghubar Dyal ... !Br.hmin. Zamindar
x . Tanl

48 ‘1 ' » . Labu Sekhar Chindra l Bindu.  Banker

37 : Hari Kishan Dhono | Ditto. [Zamindar

] | I%) ’s ," 1 :
543 , ' ., Bashashwar Nath ... | Ditto. jCloth Merchant
- M ”» : !
' H [ "o

e, " " ,, Din Dyal o Ditto. !Trader
‘l . .

550 " " Lalla Munno Lall Ditto, Ditto.

551 j ’ ’s " Babu Ghasee Ram Ditto. |Geueral Merchant, Sudder

Bazar.”
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652 |N.-W.P,| Oudh. |Lucknow. { Pandit Malhuji Bralhwia, | Vaid Ata public mass meeting
& attended Ly some 30,000
Oudh, men, held at Congresw
Pandal on the 24th De:
cember 1099,
53| " » Pandit Behari Lalji ... » Dstto. Ditto. Ditto.
S, ” » | Lnlla Mutsadi Lall Hindu. Ditto,
655 " » » Pandit Mohkendra Narsin| Ditto., | = ... Ditto.
956 " » » Babu Tej Kishun Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
857 » " s 5y Chhedi Lall Ditto. | Pensioner and ‘Irader, Na- Ditto.
zirabad.
658 » " " ,» Dharam Chand Dicto. |Banker and Zaminday Ditto,
e, ” " ,» Indra Prasada Jag-| Ditto, Ditto. Ditto.
mohan, .
560 ” ”” » Babu Jaggan Nath Ditto. Banker Ditto.
861 " » » , Jwalla Sahoy Ditto. | Merchant, Hazratganj ... Ditto,
562 ” ” ” ,, Kedar Nath Ditto. | Advocate, (hauk Pitto, nnd also’nt a Chank
meeting held on the 9ehy
. -LDecember 1899, -
563 s ”» " T ala Kanahya Lall Jouhari[ Ditto, Trader Chauk Ditto,
564 » ' » Babu Kishan Prasada Ditto. | Trader @t o public mass meeting
j held at Congress Fandal
on 24th December J8%9,
565 ' ’ ’ Pandit Kishan Chandra... | Ditto. Banker Ditto. ¢
566 » » N Baban Kundan Lall Hindu. | Contractor Ditto.
/ o
567 ”» " " ,» Lachhwan Prasada Ditto. | Pleader Ditto. .
568 5 ’ " ,» Madan Mohaa Lall... | Ditto. | Accountant, .Atlshabad - Ditto.
Bank. o
569 ’ w |, w ,, Madhu Ram Ditto. | Service Ditto.
570 " ” » ,, Romesh  Chindra | Ditto. | Merchant Ditto.
Ghosh. |
571 " ) " »» Raghubar Dyal Ditto. Ditto. } Ditto.
572 ’» " 53 5, Ram Lal Ditto. Ditto. ', Ditto.
§13 » ” 1 ,» Raja Ram Ditto. | Trader. : Ditto.
54 ' . T s« &hiam Sunder Lall.. Ditto. | General Merchant, Am'\na'; Ditto.
biad. S
]
575 ' »» e ss Shiam Lall Mittra ... | Ditto. | P.eader Ditto.
518 n ’ ” Kl Bb B. Bose, H. L. | Brahmo. | Medical Practitioner ) Ditto.
- . . . . Ditto.
577 " ” " Knnwar Gobind Krishun | Hindu Zamindar
Narayan, Ditto.
578 wolw ” Kunwar Kashi Krishan! Ditto. | Vakil and Zamindar Ditto.
! Narayan, B. A,
. |
579 ”» " »”» Lala Lachhmi Narayan .. Ditto. Ditto, l Ditto,
580 " ' ’ Lala Gopal Dass Ditto. Trader {iteo
i Khattree. '
i
581 O ' Lalla Gauri Shanker Hindu, Merchant Cey Di to
! .
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711l Bomﬁabeeccnn. Poona ...| Hon’ble Gopal Krishna Go-| Bruhmin | Professor, Ferguson Col- | At a public Deccan Sabha
khale, B. A., Member of lege, Poana. meeting of the 18th De
' Council of the Govern- I cember 1899 {xnd also at
ment of Bombay, Life | i public maeting of Bom.
- member D. E. Society. i bhay Presidency Associa-
N ; tion held on the Decem-
s i ber 80D,
i . '\
nz, " ’” " Mr. Raghu Nath Daji,| bDitte. | Pleader . TAt & public meeing of
I . Nagarkar, Member PPouna | Deccan Sabha held on the
o City Municipality, sec- i 18th December 1899,
N retary Deccan Sabha. i
v " Mr. Vishnu Anant Patwar-; Ditto. Ditto. Ditto.
. o, (ihﬂn, B. A, . i
514 » " " Mr. Dattatraya Vehsant,| Ditto, | Editor Satara Ditto,
Parasnis, Enamdar.
o 7B :; sy ”» Mr. Govind Ballal Deval... ~ Ditto. | Author Ditto.
'y 1 .
16- - ib Ram Chandra Conciliator At s public m_eetin_g of the
? " ! " Rﬁ%n?g:};;mr, Kave, Enam- Pouna Zamindari Court
dar, Secretary Posna Ar~f } Associntion held on the
bitration €ourt. ; ) ) 20th.
1 Satara. |Satara ... | Ganesh Ballak Phansal- 'Brahmin, ’an{ij'lg'i’}iigh‘l(.hurt . At a public meeting held on
- “kar, Bq. . Ce the 10t} December 1599,
"y ’ "o » .| Narayaun Krishna Agashe,’ Ditto. Ditto. Dittoe.
. , £« , B.A., LL B. i .
4 " m Mr. Govind Lakshman, i Diteo. Pleader Ditso
. Desai {
720 Fh vy ) Mohammad Najnz)lnti:d.in, ‘Mohamed-| Merchant Ditto.
‘Qumar-u i-di~, Municipal:  an.
Commissioner. ) .
- 72 . l‘ ur| Slielapur. .Ramdhandrsa {Bmhmin. LCistriet Court Pleader a'nc! At w public meeting held
‘ n [Sholep b Mhr/[oreshwa Sane. | Village Muusiff Darsi] at Bursi Townon the 16sh
: Town. L ecember 1899
A 72*‘%". y»  [Dharwar{, Dharwar.! Krishnaji Abaji Guruji, | Ditte. | Editor of Kalides Patra . | Ata public meeting held
' Esq. : on the ird December 1594,
" 793 Goirern- r. | Amraoti. |'Rao Bahadur Reaga Nath | Hindu | fligh Court Pleader, Land-] At a publicneeting held at
. ment O Berar. Az ) Narsinh Mudholkar,B.A.,/Mabarash- holder, Amraoti on the 10th De-
- India. ' LL. B., Municipal Com- ity Hrah- cemher 1889
* missioner, Secretary Be- min.
_rar Standing Congress !
N : "Committee. ) j
724 . , Mr. Maro Vishwa Nath, | Dbitto. Ditto. Ditto,
" ' ’ “Joshi. B. A., LL. B.
"725 . . Mr, ShivaratanSingh, Var-,  Arya Landholder and Merchant | xt a pavlic meeting held
. ’ " ’ ma. - - . Kshatriya of the Berar Sarvajanika
: Rajput. sabha held on the 10th
’ December 1398,
! tentral ipur. Mr. Tuka Ram, Vishon ... Maharash-| Plesder At o public meeting Leld on
7?6- g:(:‘vg;zes Baipur " i ’ lt,ra. Bml;. " ‘ the 3rd Decoamber 1899,
min,
727 |Madras. [ganjam.| Viziana- | Mr. Yajoeshvara Chinta-| Hindu | Proprietor and Editor of jAt a public meeting held on
gram. mani. ' Brahmin | Indian Herald (English | 3rd December 1889,
Weekly.)
728 ” , Vizagspat-| Mr. V. Bamesam, B. A, Ditto. | Vakil, Aigh Court . \t}? pu)b)iv meeting held at
’ e JHRGe,
’ tam. B. L. }
: i- A. V. Jaggan Natha Ditto. | Pleader 1st Grade Al & public meeting of
S » | Parnati Msrl-l a‘:tri G‘mﬁg' ’ Mahapia Sabha on 11th
par- Decambur 1899, and aleo
at a maeting held at Vi
zagapatam on 17th,
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- . : ¢, . : ler ...l At a publie meeting held
441 |Bombay [Sind ... {Shikarpwr. [ Mr. B. G. Pahlajane, B. A, | Hindu ... Plea«
' 8. S ! " ](gglmbhe 17th December
! ;
63 " " | Mro Asamal Jethanand ... | Ditto. Ditto. : bitto.
| ' .
63y v 1 . o ;s Lalchand Nanabhai... ! Ditto. tleader, Darkhana ) Ditta.
! . . i :
W |, oo »»  Murlidhar Jairam Dass| Ditto. | Pleader e Ditto.
! . ) sl . .
91 s |dhmad- | Gujrat .. . Keshava Lall, Ran-: Ditto. H:ﬂ;\m"lﬁLf*\ftynf‘“ﬁ'i');(:l(l‘r{t’y {At(?‘l“?:g’}“’s:if;:‘“ﬁe;’; tg;
ad, i Se da . Jran
abad, : chhiad Lall Desai, ; €hool, Alma | 16th December 1899,
; 1 |
692 ¢ ,, [Surat.. \ Broche ...] Mamehlal W, Nanahari... ‘Bmhmiﬂ- 3
' i
. ; . T T, . sader At a public ‘meeting held
B3 , Kfvsn 1 Dhadia ., } Shenker 8¢ Krishan Dev,|  Ditto Pleader . : ; '
’ desh. ¥eq., B. A., LL. n,,? on 20th December 1899,
‘ Secretary Khandesh Jana-!
: pad ~>allia. i
i ! . : ic i
694 ' Iiihu.\n- Juliaon, (Madhorao Lakshwan Klia- Hindu ... bitto Agél'}:illtl;;nu;(:leb:?l% Sgg;
powal. : nabate, Lisq. } ’ December 1899,
| i
] i i . . .
e roonin . Nuail Mr rox ) - i Brahmin, | Chief Agent to the Life | At a public meeting hel
e L, HPosna Z Naswik . | Mr, N}}_t.lllﬁ,ckh Balkrishna, | Bra Assurance Company and | on l4th December 1899,
| { Caluskar. | \
f ) ; Journalist.
- ' i . { . -
696 | a o ; . 5 Anant Reoji Kavle... Ditto. Mukhtar, Vakil Simar ... | Ditto.
V ! s v
. fombay|Bombay ..|Dinshaw  Kdulit Wacha, | Parsi ... [Mill Agent, momber of the | At a public meet'ng of th
(R34 . Bom m,\glinm iy L s, General Necretary, Municipal Corporation qut_»ay Pre-idency A:
; ﬁ Congress Commi.tee, member ot City improve-| socistion held at the plac
| 1 ment Trust.
H i ! .
“ ! iMani Shasker (i, Bhot,Esq.! Hindu ... ; Ditto.
1% IH A ! |
e o .. j . ’ Hari ©it- Ram Dixit, Fsq..] Ditto, (Seliciter, High Court, Bom- Ditto.
B R B B. A., LL. B. | bay Row Fort.
700 R 1 . ? 1 ; Daji Abaji Khare, Esqy., l Parsi ... | Vakil High Coart, Gagain. Ditto
' 5 | B.A., LL B i Block Koas.
) ! E
Tl . oo ’ i o L. Nagpurkar, Fsq., ; Hindu | Merchaut At a“puhlic meeting he
t ‘ ! i Jain, on 24th,
] i ;
702 y [ . ? Hemehand Amarchand, oo
e i, ] Trihavan Das  Parshotam | Di'to. Ditto, Iitto,
i ‘ .; Dass,
1 ! . —_ .
0t '; , PDecean. ! Poons ... | Hon’ble Bal Ganuadhar Hindu l'ropngtor.of the quhtx At a public _mcet;ng h
! ‘[ Tilak, B.\., LL.8.,, Mem | Brahmin [ and Kesri sadashi-i Petf on the 17th Decem!
i : ber of +he Sarvajanik 1899 and also at & me
i Sabha (once member of ing of the Manag
£ Legislative Council.) Committee of Sarve
! ! g . nik Sabha held on 2
i i i December 1884,
P . : Mr. Vasudeva Ganeshi I Ditto. | Vroprietor of {'hitrashalla Ditto.
e Ty . } Joshi, Member of Sarva- } : .
i ! ; , Janik Sabha, !
[ ¢ i )
- ' & . | . ‘ Mr, Shiva Ram Mahadeva Ditto. Pditor, Kal At a public meeting of ¢
‘ i Paranjpe, M ., Secre. : vajanika Sabha he
VARSI o] ’ | ; [) 1[ \[ A s J k S b[ l d
1 tary Sarvajauik Sabha. the 21st December 1%
g ‘ . : f Munshi Sheikh Hussan son Mohomed.} Islam  Preacher Juomsar Ditto,
e | ) of ~heikh Chand. an. Poona District. '
' ‘ { | . '
- P M, P Swami | Hindu | Medical Practitioner . AL a publie meeting he),
‘ : " ‘ ! { Arya : " the 17th December I8
; ‘ Brahmin. [
i
-9 | 3 , ! v L. R. Gokhale Brahmin. | Pleader . Ditto
FRLE i8] ! 4 o : ' .
: i . | ’ ‘
T10 : ’ ' ' er. Sadashiva Balkrishnai Ditto. - Ditto. ‘ Ditto
e e : i Bhatia, )
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663 |Punjab. | Lahore.| Delhij ... | Babu Sree Kishan Das ... l Khattri. | Commission Agent sectas
664 » » " »» Indra Narain ... | Ditto. .-
665 Umballa. | Rae Sahib Lala Marlidbar, { Aindu ... | Pleader, Chief Court At a public meeting held
" " Vice-President, Munici- | ' on the z’thb lgecegnber
pal Committee. 5 1899, in Umballa City,
666 |, " " Bhai Jhanda Singh, B.A., | Sikh Ditto. Ditto.
S LL. B . z
667 wo | » Lala Baij Nath .., Hindu |Director and Manager, Hin- Ditto.
s - Vais. du Cotton Press (o, Ld.
€68 | ~,, . » Lala Janki Pershad, Chair | Hindu | Proprietor, Upper India Ditto,
’ oo man, Hindu Cotton Pres¢/Agarwala.| Steam Flour Mills.
- Co., Ld.
669 ), ” » Babu Shama Charan Bengali | Merchant, Ditto.
A . Mukaerjee. Brahmin,
670 3 .| Babu Dhani Ram, B, A ,{ Hindu |Pleader, Chief Court, Pun-| At & public meeting held
: » » | Gurgaon EL‘T B | Khattii, jab, and Vakil, High | on the 11th December
: Court, N.-W. P, 1899, and also by Bar
- v : Association,
P2 SR » "\ | Babu Lekh Raj, B. A. ...| Hindu | Pleader, Ch'ef Court Ditto.
- - Vais,
ezl . ., |Babu Hait Ram, B. A.,| Hiudu Ditto. Ditto.
LL. B., Watson Medallist .
Ata public meeting of In-
673 » 53 Jallundhar| Lala Munshi Ram, Presi- | Arya ... | Pleader dian Association held at
B ’ dent, Arya Samaj, Jallun- Lahore on 3rd December
. dhar, 1899.
674 " " Amriteur. | BabuXahaniya Lall, Muni-| Hindu ... Ditto. At a public meeting held
cipal Commissioner. on the 20th December
675 1899,
» ”» » Lala Dina Nath Khattri, | Mukhtar, Ditto.
876 | " ” Bhai Mahtab Singh Sikh Reis ; Landholder Ditto.
677 " ”» " »» Narain Singh e Ditto. Dittb.
€81 »  |Lahore ... BakshiJaishiRam, Secre- | Hindu ... | Pleader, Chief Court Ditto
tary, Standing Congress
Committe .
Lala Har Kishan Lall, B.A.,| Hindu arrister-at-Law Ditto.
678 ” ” ” Director Punjab Nationall Arora. Barris
Bank, Director, Bharat
Ipsurance Company, Di-
rector Hindu Mutual
Fund, Director Punjab
Spinning Co.
680 ‘3 " ’e Lala Roshan Lall Arya Ditto. Ditto.
681 " » ' » Sangam Lall . |Kshattriya| Pleader, Chief Court Ditto.
682 | ” “»» | Mr. Nagendro Nsth Gupts| Hindu | Landholder, Journalist ... Ditto.
. Yaidya.
883 ve " ” Lalla Jewan Dass, Presi. Arya Pensioner Ditto.
- dent, Vacbhawali Arya
Samaj.
B84 ’ " " Lala Devi Dyal, B. A., | Hindu ... | Pleade~ Qitto,
LL. B.
885 | ., " » | Lala Molhas Lall, B. A.,| Ditto. Ditto. Ditta,
.| LL B :
ise » »» o Lala Tala Ram Arya ... | Sub-Editor, Adrya Patyrika Dite.
- ' : o + e L Weekby)
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637 Wb Agra L l mvummi Babu idinukand o Hindua shilchtar At aprblic meeting held
' & { bad, [ P Vais, onthe 2ith Decem ter,
5 Owth, : | : j s,
Gis ) ” I ' [ Muttrn, | Gowswimi Golmrdban ‘Ill Drahmin, Priest; Editor, Brij Bashi K‘\L a public weeting Lell on
§ I)Hml(n)aan[ ! Mantavey Paper (Hindi),s the 24th December 1899,
63 ’s v . Gowswami Radha € hm.m,} Htto. Priest, Radharam Strcutn.a Ditto.
: | Municipal  Commissioner '
; i and Houovary Magistrate; f
o : !
616 »» »woo 3 Babu Jagonath Prasada| Pindn  Vaki Dity .
‘ '[ Ulurgava,
K 5 ?
6t ol Awa L i'mm Narain Prasada, Kayastha Ditto. At a public meeting held
! ‘ L o LL. £, on the ¢ist Decem-
! | 1 ber 8uy,
3 v
612 \ 1 1 { . | Bebu Kidar Nath, B. A., Y aiy Ditto Ditto,
i ; L1 13, Wony. Scevetary,
[ ‘ l Sranding Congress
l . Connmittee, Airm ,
i !
613 v ' é . Moulvi Itrat Hussain Mohomad- Editor and Proprietor, S Ditto.
g l an. e L Lczger (Urdu),
I '
o s ’ s » Babu  Garish  Chandea | Bengall @ Teacher, Vietoria High Ditto.
i ‘ Chowdlny, B. A. Brahmin, = Schoo),
o 1 |
645, »woo | » Lala Shyam Lall Vais, | Bauker and Grain  Mer- Titto.
} ; , chant,
{
! R
646 . | Meerut. | ligarh .. | Mohomad Zafaryab Khan Mohouad- Pleader aud Zawindar... | Ab a public meeting held
é an, | on the 20th Decem-
| ' ber 1899,
] .
647 Lo »o | ’ Mohomal Sarfraz Khan | Dite. | Pleader Ditto.
o | : : -
643 [ » » i » Hafiz Mohomad  Abdur-| Ditto. | Pleader and Zamindar ... Ditto,
| | railm, !
| | . |
619 . 55 T ' Babn  Lachmi Narain, | Kayastha ' Pleader Ditto.
; | "BOA |
- | !
630 } » »o s i Pandic Bhawani Shanker | Brahmin, Ditto, Ditto.
651 ; v ' é " : Babu Sohan Lal), B. A. ...} Kayastha.| Zawindar Ditto.
O I ¢ ; l
652 } ' n . Babu Gday Uam . | Brahmin. 1 HYervice Ditto.
]
- | \
653 " ' Meerub.../ Mr. Babu Lall, B. A. I Hindu. ! Pleader, High Court At a public meeting held
’ s } on 8th Novemnber 1899,
3 i
654 ' ¥ ” Babu Pam Saran Das, ( I\ayﬂqtlm[ Vakil Ditto,
B. A, LL B. .
33 3 ¥ i
§55 » " " Babu Pahlad Siagh ¢ Uindn | Zamindar and Vakil Ditto.
‘ Vaish, |
\
656 " - » Lala Umrao Singh Ditto. ' Landholder Ditto.
657 ' s Muzafar- | Pandit Indra Prasada Kashmiri { Pleader At a puhlic meeting held
nagar. Jrahmin. on <1st December 1899,
638 v » Saharan- »»  Mohan Lall Brahmia | Barrister-at-Law, Advo- | Ata p\xbhc meeting held
: pur, Sarswat. | cate. on the 9thDecember 1899
659 " " » Babu Anand Sarup, B, A., [Agarwala.| Vakil, High Court Ditto.
LL B, F. T.8% .| P
860 . . » Babu Naimi Dass Jain, Ditto. Ditto.
861 {Panjab. {Lahere, | Delhi ... | Mr. Raghu Nath Gorgs... }é’in'du Barrister-at-Law . Ditto.
aia.
662 " » " Lala Girdhari Lall «. | Ditto. | Pleader o Ditto
- it

/}
(; .
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610 JN.-W.D.. Oudh. j Shabje- | Vabn  Bhairon  Praszada, l\‘n astha.f Vakily High Conrt Ata pnu.u meeting held
and y hawpur A, LL. B on 7th December 1599,
Oudh. S |
|
Gi1 " v ' Babu Badri P'rasada I Ditto. o Uitto, \ Ditto.
i
P ‘ . o f - . :
612 . A ' Munshi Paklitawar Singh Arya | Proprietor, Arya Darpan‘[ Ditto.
i . f Vais, ¢ Press ‘
cod | f .
613 " 2,8 ( I Lala Kunj Bebart Lall, | Khattrl. | Banker and Zamingar E Ditto.
J A Blunicipal Commissioner ! { :
i and Member of District! ! !
" Board. | i
j ; ,
. Gl4 ' . v Lala Kallw Mali . i Ditto. : Merchant v Ditto.
b . i
61 »» v Bareilly, | andit T'wsi R m Misra, | Hiisda | Henorary Vrincipal, Arya | Ditto.
- ' Al A Lrehmia | Sama) Institution.
¥ i Arya.
616 1 ' 1 J Babu Jwalla Sahai Var- Kayastha.] Zamindar At a public meeting held on
} [ ma. ! the 22nd November 1899,
o | t .
617 s . . CHaji Riazuddin Ahwad (Mobomnd-| Service Ditto.
‘ l an i
61 ' Almora... [ Paudit Jwala Dutt Joshi | Diahmin, | Ileader, Bigh Court .1 At a public meeting held
' ! ‘ [ on the Iith Decem-
i } her 1899,
i !
| GIQ_i " . ” ,,  Bhola Dutt Pande, Disto. | Ditto. { Ditto.
. j L. A, LL. B, ; :
>, i - ! .
620 | " " » Pandit Hari Ram Pande, | Ditto, | Ditto. Uitto.
- { B. A.
621 ), " " " Pandit Sadapend Sanwall Ditto, | Edilor, dduiora ALibar ... Tiitte.
622 . . . Sheikh Man-ulla Mohomad-y Merchant Ditto.
en.
L]
323 v » " Munshi Nazeer Abhmad | bDitto. Ditto. Ditto.
624 . ' ' He fiz Ahmad-ullah Ditto. 1 itto. Ditto.
. 625 " ' " Lala Chiraunji Lall Shali| Iindu | Banker and Proprietor, bitto.
Vais. Tea and Iruit Garden.
626 ” ,» |NainiTal. | Lala Hira Lall Hindu | House-cwrer At a public meeting held
on the ¢7th Decem-
ber 1890,
327 . " ' 5, Amar Nath w | Ditto. Ditto, Dbitto.
638 . Agra. |Purrukha- | Babu  Shambhu  Nath, | Tindu | Pleader and Zamindar ... | At a public meeting held
bad. Municipal Commissioner | Kayastha on 24th December 1899,
629 " " " Pandit  Shiva Prasada | Brahmin. | Pleader; Fatehgarh Ditto.
Misra. .
' 630 . e ’s Pandit Lalmsn Bhutta- | Ditte. | Banker . Ditto.
charya, B. A.
631 " " ' Pandit Ram Rattan Ditto. | Banker and Landholder. . Ditto.
632 ., , » ,y  Raghubar Dayal| Ditto. - | Merchant - Ditto.
633 . o ' Choubey Makhun Tall{ Ditto. | [Pleader . Ditto.
634 ' " Pandit Sundar  Narain| Ditto. | Merchant Ditto.
" » Mushran
a35 ) , ) ‘Baba Gaurdhan Lall, B.A,,{ Hindu |[Vakil, High Court; Zamin- Ditto.
! ’ LL. B., Member, Local | Kvrmi. dar.
. Board.
_ 626 .- . R f ala Sham Lall Hlindu [Clath Merehant Nisen
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582 [N.-W.P.| Oudh., |Lucknow. | Munshi Har Pershad Bui-| Hindu ... | Poet and Service At a public mass meeting
& fikar | held at Congress Pandal
Qudh. on 24th Decemnber 1899,

583 ’ »» Il " Munshi Bishamber Nath Ditto. | Service Ditto.

584 ”" ’” »” Pandit Bani Madho Trivedii D:tto. | Commission Agent Ditto.

585 " . " ,, Girdhari Lall Ditto. | Preacher Ditto.

586 " » » y»  Hari Har Nath .. | Brahman.| Service Ditto.

- 887 ' " »» Babu Brahmanand Singhi, | Hindn Principal, Rampur High Ditto.

M.A. Bengali. | School.
-588 " » " Babu Brij Mohan Lall ... | lindu ... Ditto., Ditto.
- 588 " » " »»  Bansidhar Ditto, | Zamindarand Commission Ditto.
Agent.
- 590 " 1 " »»  Cheerunji Lal Ditto. | Contractor Ditto.
- Ditto.
691 " " »» Pandit Jaggan Nath Ditto.
. 592 " » | Unao ... | Pundit Iqbal Shanker Brahmin | Pleader ... |At a public meeting held on
Kochak. Kashmiri the 26th December 1899,
. 593 . ” " Mr, M. L. Mittra Bengali | Pensioner Ditto,
Chiristian,
504 " ' ' Lalla Bacho Shah Hindu ... | Merchant, Mahajan, Za- Ditto.
mindar, -

.595 » " ” »» Bal Gobind Ditto. Ditto, Ditto.

598 " ”» 2 » Chhedi Lall Sahib .. { Ditto. | Merchant . Ditto.

597 ” »»  |Rai Bareli| Babu Banki Behari Lall... | Kayastha| Zamindar At a mass meeting held at
Lucknow Congress Pan-
dal on the 24th Decem-
ber 1899.

598 . »» Sitapur ...| Munshi Murli Dhar Ditto. | Pleader At a public meeting held
on 24th November 1899.

599 ' » " Babu Chhal Behari Lall| Ditto. | Vakil Ditto.

Municipal Commissioner
and Member of District
Board
600 " " " Mr. H. C. Dutt, Barabhan| Bengali. | Barrister-at-Law Ditto.
601 " 2 ’ Babu Jogesh Chandra| p il vaki Ditt
' Ghosh, LL. B. Ko | Vakil . itho-
662 ' ’s ’ Khwaja Zahir-nd-din . | Mohoma- Ditto.
dan,
603 » s Lalla  Shiva Dyal Sah, ind isri i i
" ’ Member. Local and Di Hindu ... | Banker Misrik At a public ]nee'tlng of the
trict Board several villages on the
Tiet Doards. 27th (Misrik) 17th (Sur-
janpur).

604 " " " Kunwar Pooran fingh ...| Ditto. | Zamindar 5 Surjanpur Ditto.

605 n » ’ » Anrudh Bingh ...} Ditte, »s V. Jairampur ... Ditto.

606 o » Thakur Jaggan  Nath] DbDitto. " V. Biswan Ditto *

| Singh.
|
-607 wo| " Thaxur Randhira Singh{ Ditto, » V. Kuchlagee ... Ditto
( .
608 " 3 . " Pandit Ram Lotan Prahmin. | Mahajan and Zamindar. . Ditto
409 % Shahje - | Bab 1ka P AL 3 i j . .
noom h&:p{::'. EIF léa a Prasada, B.A.,| Kayastha.| Vakil, High Court At a publie meeting held
] on 7th December 1899,

{
734 '|Nizam’s
Domini-
ons.

>

759 !

{
i
i

bad.

13

;
|
!

bad.

Hydera- ! Secundra.

|

Pandit Ram Chandra Diceo
Pillay.
| Kesava Row Santukrao.. ! Ditto,

High Court Pleader

Pleadar, High Court .,

AY - . .
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720 {Medray. |Ganjam.| Godavari.| Mr. D. Subramanyam Gu-i Hindu | Vleader At a publie meetiog of th
o ru, Secretary Govari Dis-' Beahwin, Godavari District Asase
trict. Agsociation, C(oeco-, ciation on the 17th De
nada, : - cember 1898,
! !
80 ! . D. I.. Devalraja Guru Ditto. Laudbolder Ditxo.
l Ve (1] ’ 3]
. . | . N : . . 3 o T blie e }
(-1 B Madras. [Madras ... | V. Ryra Nambiar, B-q., | lu | High Conrt Vakil Bgmere [ At a publie wmoeting o
!xlar ras d . ?‘r: B ar, y ! Hindu : o Madirs Mahajans Sabhy
! ) held on the 18th Devown
ber 1899
1
42 . ’ ’ » " a Mr. 8. Vurararugava | Brakoin,| South Medras Street Ditto .
i | Chariar. :
743 c " N. C. Baju Gopal Chariar,! Ditte. [Teacher Commereial School Ditda,
! rl Esq. i Clief rveporter Madras,
‘ ! ; : Times.
| | !
i ! i
(£ O " D. Madhodan Nair, M. D. | Rindu | Medical Practitioner Dititn
785 ! oo " Paul Peter Pillai, BEsq .. | Clristian | Bamister-at-Law, Agent [Ata public meeting held af
| i ‘Protestent! Madras Landholder's As.] Madras on the 19th De
i i g : sociation, Napier Park, | cember 1899,
| ! Madras
786 . o " Mr. B. Varoda Chariar .. | Brahmin. | Sub-Editor Standard Mad- Ditte,
: i ; FUTN
137 ! ‘ i A. C. Partasaradhi Nf\i(lu,; Ditto. | Bditor, Authraprakashica, Dibso,
- H - Esq. . .

At a publie mesting held
at Hyderabad on the
22ud Novemher 180,

Ditte

gl g

£,
V&, %

e Y

Noo
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