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"REPORT

ON THE -

"OPERATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS
. AND AGRICULTURE .
~ TOR 1898-99. L

REPORT ON THE OPERATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND
RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE FOR 1898-99. ‘ "

I—PREFATORY. |

i The Hon’ble Mr. W. J. H. LeFanu contivued in charge of the department till the
6th April 1898, when the Hon’ble Mr. H. M. Winterbotham relieved him. Mr.
iWinterbotham was in charge of the department till 8th November 1898, when he was
‘promoted to a seat in Couneil. Mr, A. W. B. Higgens was then appointed Director
and took charge of the department on the 1st December 1898. In the interval the
work of the department was under the supervision of -the Hon’ble Mr. J. Sturrock,
Commissioner of Land Revenue. The permanent Deputy Director Mr. C. Benson,
who was on sick leave throughout the previous year, returned to duty on the 17th April
1898. His duties were discharged by the Seeretary to the Director during the firsf
few days oi the year. Veterinary Lieutenant W. B. Edwards was on duty as the
Superintendent, Civil Veterinary Department, fzom the beginning of the vear il ¢h¢
end of January 1899, when he reverted to military duty, Leating over the charge .t
his office to the Deputy Director who continued in charge till the close of the year.
i 9. The views of the Government of India on the subjects discussed at the agricul-
tural conferences held at the various provincial head-quarters during 1895~96 were
cmbodied in a series of resolutions issued in March 1897, which were communicated
with instructions in' G.0., No. 413, Revenue, dated 27th July 1898. The first resolu-
tion dealt with the history since 1881 of the work of the Imperial Department of
Agriculture’; the second resolution dealt with the training, qualifications, and duties
of each class of officer of a Land Rccords establishment; the third discussed the
- ntilization of Land Records; the fourth treated of secientific “and national cngquiries
conneeted with Agriculture ; the fifth, the constitutionand duties of the Provincial
Agricultural departments; the sixth dealt with agricultural education’; and the seventh
and cighth discussed methods of publishing agricultural information and the form in
which the annual administration reports of sthe Agricultural departments should be
prepared. The whole series was more or léss brought under review during the year
under report and the conclusions arrived at will be mentioned below. :

II.—LAND RECORDS ESTABLISHMENTS.

5. As regards the organization of a Land Records staff, a detailed and exhaustive
report, prepared in corsultation with the Sx}per}utendent, Revcm}e Survey, was
snbmitted to Government in which the reorganization of the Survey Department and



the creation of a special Land Iw('ord% staff in each district have been fully dealt
with and proposals for the necessary s staff were made to give effeet to the proposals.
The question whether it is necessary or advisable to revive the separate post of Deputy
Director of Land Records was also considered in this connection, and the coneluswn
that it was unnecessary fo do so was arrived at, since it had been found trom experi-
ence -that the appointment was practically of little use and that the object could be
better effected by the appointment of special Deputy Colleetors in each district,

subject to the gemml control of the Collectors and the Board with some occasional -
assistance from the Survey Superintendent. The orders of Govornment on this report -

are still awaited.

1. Regardmg the prospects of promohon to be offered to Revenue Inspe(,tow it

has been decided that no rules are fiecessary for reserving a cert ain proportion of the

. tigher appamtment‘; to them, but orders have been recently issued to the effect that
aen recommended’ for the poct of Deputy Tahsildar should have, as a rule; served
as Revenue Juspectors for some time and that no man who has not undergonc ﬂt least:

. year's training as Revenue Inspector should beupomnfed to any place in the distriets
°arrv1nrv a ~ahl",r of Rs. 35 or upward& ‘this will ensure that the post of’ Revenue -

nspector is made a stepping stone {6 higher posts in a ma]ontv of Gases.

. o5 "1
5. The question of IDJI‘I'O’VIJ ?'ﬁxt\-surve} training of vaenuo Inspectors was under

iscussion during the year, bui:the (,Gra‘espnndﬂnw on the subject was not completed

1 guite rwcntlv and suggestions on tho subject are now before-the Government.

The total number of Revenue Tnspector’s posts in the P‘rem{oncv durmo the year”
as G654, Of these, 607 were held>by men f{rained in survey, ‘three posts were held "
sy men drawing the old scale of pay and two werg vacant at the end ‘of the year. The/

Pmammg po;:is were heul tpm,pomrﬂy hy uufmmed’ men,

The aanotwn 01 the‘ Secnﬁtar of .State has since been received to the scheme -
¥

efeu’ed to in the last repoz*t for the improvement ol the posxtlon of the taluk’

stablishments. _ ]

7.” The orders of the Secretary of State mnc‘ﬁmmng the scheme for the increase’

Ganidm ' Chingleput - of the salaries of karnams were also
Vizalga[;'aﬁam. § North Arect. received during the year and effect has
Nelloro. I South Arcot. been given to them in the marginally-
Juddapah. | Madura. noted thirteen districts. In the case of the
Bellary. |~ Tinnevelly. remaining districts the enhanced scale will
Kurnool. | Coimbatore. he (de)p?ed when the village cstablish-
Anantapur. T ments are revised. j

(v Suhieale ¥ar tho-training of 1r‘u‘1m~ in surveving were held in all the districts

{)f the Prosidency except Madss. In five distriets, however, schools were not helé
in some of the taluks for one or other of the imlov*m" reasonb——(l ) the prevalence of:

}1 gue and (2) the employment of karnams on re -survey, on sub-division of villuge
gervise ipams, or 1n connsction with ]ammm registration. The number of men-

instructed at the schools was 10,0564, while 2,971 men who had been classed as & good”

or “fair” 1in the previous year were exemptea from training and were employpd in .

completing their field-measurement books. Of those exammed nearly 50 per cent.

obtained good or fair certificates. In South Canara the peranth of such men .
amounted to more than 75. In Viza *dmtqm, (éddvari, Chingleput; North Arcot,
Tanjore, Tmﬂ*’“«'t‘lh‘ Malabar and Nilgiris, the percentage of gnod and fair mnrrerl

betweqn 50 and 75, In the remaining d su’x,eus it was bmow 50.

9. The wse mude of the Land Records staff in connection wulz Samine relief—In

the year under review distress prevailed necessitating the conduct of relief operations

in a portion of the Nellore district, As observed in paragraph 10 of the report for
last year, it is the duty of the Land Rocords staZ at all times to collect information and
to 19?01'1; on the water-mmphes, the progress of cultivation, the condition of the standing -

and the outturn of the harvested crop\ and the health condition of the villagers, and
of their cattle. In a seuson of drought when the failure of erops is complete or exten-

sive, the inmspection of the tracts affected, becomes more important with a view to

ranting remissions or postponements of revenue and conse uentlv the work of the’
B %q
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Land Records staff is increased. The services of the staff were fully utilised also 1n

superintending relief operations and in conducting the necessary inguiries for the
-grant of State + Touns.

10. With a view to the more effective nso of the land records and the entries
thercin as evidence of rights and titles, the proposal for amalgamating the Regis--

tration with the Land Records Depart ment, which engaged the attention of the
" conference with Sir F. Buek in 1805-96, was thrown out by the Government of India
after consulting the other Local { Jovernments and Administrations as likely to cause
“administrative inconvenience and 1113{11'10119 dislocation of existing arra nwemontc,, and
it was thought that the object could be sufliciently attained if the _l)lremor # the Land
Records D’@mrtmeut were pe rmitted to reeeive copies of annual repurts of the TRegis

_tration I)Lp‘utmem with authority to submit thereon such suggestions and comments

as may oceur to him for the consideration of the higher Revenm authorities.

“11. During May and June 1898, the Deputy Director visited the. \Tllgm district,
inspected the vﬂlave and taluk accounts of Cloonoor and Ootacamund and submltted
a 1'ep01t on the 1ebult5 of his inspections to the Collecter, From 22nd July to 21st
September he was in charge of the duties of Secretary to the Director without prejudice
%o his own work during the absence of the latter officer on privilege leave. Ir
- Deceraber 1898, the Deputy Director accompanied Dr. Bourne, 1.1r.8., to the Gdéddv ari

_distriet for the purpose of investigating a a diseqse of the sugarcane and also to examine

‘the irrigation ascounts with a view to theu"mnphﬁoatlon. A report on the latter
g questmn was submitted in the early.part of Jannary. During a portion of Teb*'uoxr’j
.and Match, the Deputy Director visited the Macura and Tinnevelly districts to jnspee:
the ‘.ﬂlage and faluk accounts of fhb Tiremangalam and Sittir taluks-and submitted
,reports to-the Collectors concersed. D\u‘ui@ Lhe same tour he inspected various sites
in the two districts, with a view 1 doteumna where an experimental farm could best
bé started; in case Government should approvie of the scheme to that end which was
laid before it in February last. i the carly |part of March, Erode and Chidambaram
were visited iu connection with the work of thie Civil Veterinary Department.

Much of the time of the Deputy Director was occupied throughout the year by

secretariat and statistical work, and amongst bthcr‘ matters he prepargd special papers
m the following subjects :— ]

(1) Ground-nut trade and eultivation. |
(2 ) Food-grains—production and ccxlhﬁ_unpt.irJ'n of.
(3)Sugar-——production and trade in. /

(4‘ Grain trade. : '

(5) Rail-borne trade—general review. ..

12, The village and taluk accounts in 2l disteiets of the Presidency woxg, ‘Lq
snal, examined at “the annual settiement. ¢ ollectors report that village scounts ar';

enerally maintained in a fairly satisfactory dondition, but that there igtll room for

aprivement in the maintenance of the taluk faccounts in some of the dtricts. Steps
are bamo taken by Collectors to secure better results, :

i

III.—-THE UT]LI ‘XTION_ OL’ LAND I;PLO’DU.

13. Village Registers and Firko-looks.— "he form in which the leading statisties
of each village are abstracted in whgt are’known as the ¢ firka-books » of every
Revenue Inspeetor’s cirele was again considerd and it was decided that the form now
in use, which was the outcome of the consulttion with Sir . Buek, answers require-
‘ments, inasmuch as it reveals at-a glance varations from year to year in the eultivated

cand 1rr1§,&ted areas as well ag 1)31"»1( uLns regirding. web revume, geasonal remissions,

the extent of protection from wells, colIect1um~ arrears, &e.
14. Excopt in the case of North Arcot, the village registers 'xnd the ﬁrka-b()okﬁ;

- have becn completely or almost complet Aij prepared and ehecked up to fasli 1308

(18‘70 06). In North Arcot, the village registers and firka-books of 254 villages
remain to be checked in one taluk The reason for this non-completion has not been
reported. . The preparation and checking of these re gisters and books for fasli 1307
were completed in five, and nearing completion in the remaining distriets. In the case

-of Antmmpur, the preparation and chwhmg ol the “ firka? Bheets appear to have been
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retarded as the registers were sent fo the Deputy Commissioner of Revenue Settle-
ment for reference and were returned oaly recently. The progress for fasli 1308 has-
not been great. In the districts of Bellary, Nellore, Coimbatore and Tenjore alode
was any considerable progress made. Reports regarding this matter have ﬁoghet been-
received from the Collectors of Kurnool, Cuddapah and Madura, The following state--

ment shows in one view the progress made iu the sweral distriets in the propqrahon,.

&e. ,] of these registers :—

Number of vitlages for which

® i s
it ‘ ! . a .

Village lcgwters ‘ Firka-bocks romein | Villege registers are .

s Nambsr Temain : t
* . Districts, . of villages | B SR : -

. in the [ | L o | o b ; l

district. | I” Vo | tole 2o e | .08 Rrepared | Cheeked
i

| prapared ‘ cheaked l propared | checked
i

For fasli 1307,

1 ' 7 U s
. ) H
T T T T T T e e § ‘ : : — }
: : - ! ~t "lv g
G anjhm .. .. . .. 1,631 . | Complete. | . i Complete.
Tizagapatam - e .. 282 ; Do. Do
divar . .. . . .. 1,457 ie e £ ! 4 | b
DA . s .. o . 1,377 \ Complete. ;1,869 1,369
nool .. .e . .. | i | | )
ary o e e o R Y T DT B . 987
stapnr 3 . . o . 740 ! Compicte. 653 646
dapabk .., e AT o i ) {
ng .. B .o o 31 ; Complets. 900 900
1gieput b oo .. . . 1,782 i Do. ],75‘2 1,757
th Arent . . ~e .o 2,699 % Do. . h(,‘gm}l)legg,
th Areot .. e ol 1,767 NN 2 1 2he 1,761 1,509
moo.. Sl osoe ;o ta b b w0 Tr) o swms | das
abators . . o . 1,508 Complate. l,4£:9 i ) 1,499
shinopoly .. .. . . 731 Do. . r&om p ete'.7 )
Jore o . 2,542 ( 8 Do. , 2,5%8 2,528
fur Lo : -
Jura " . e - o iy 030
: . . e .. 1,080 ! No arrears. 1,069 | 1,050
‘133-“1:1])' . 48 i Complets. 36 36 -
‘ i
& ) .
i Numbor of villages for which —eont. -
% l P PO S—.
Firtka-boolis are Villaga registers nre Firka-Hocks are
“““““““““““““ I P T
e 70 FricAriots. Preparod © 4'hecked | DTrepared | Checked Prepared [% Checked
¥ ’ ) ; ok ) )
Forx fasli 1507—cont. Tor fasii 1308.
e - ’ 4 ; e e
9 | 10 TR AR TSP A ¢ }
o = - ] . — ! : 3
) : 64 ‘ ' 168
e ee ‘e Cowple 184 . 2te 168 ‘ g
%ll;qj;l:mt:;r;x LTl SRR 69 | 137 81 i 12
it .. - . . . . T .. I
%&?ﬂtln‘;u . . . .e o 1,368 430 400 218 218
Ramed S vl s | g e -
Amsntiapur ® e . e . b4 48 i .. : o . \ .
Suddaps . . . e Lo o ) ; o
i e e 848 3 sin | 672 | 525 248 | 130
Chingleput ‘e . o I, 'Ih.. . 1,737 1 170 \ -1?11 80 ? §
South arcet o . A . nm}»h—v o ) . .. i
North Areod .. . PN 1,761 | ;,99:_7 . | . . '
Salem .. 'e .l . - 3,01;’) ! 1,577 o o " ag3 | .'.34.}
Coimbatore . g0 | 1 1,402 | 1 1,3 2 1, :g 22 340
‘richinopoly . . . .. omplete. i 75 112
%Lﬁjﬁiﬂpm OO 2,508 | 2,528 | 1,043 540 a1 |
Madure .. . . . e . ! . § R o .
Tiapevely v e . ‘e l,O;‘é 2 R S?; | . i -: - l e
Nilgivis .. e o ‘s ..}' 3 ’l -4 t . |- {

Tneomplete in Penvhonda .md HindGpar ss theregisters were sent 1o Deputy Comtmissioner, Bottlement, for
roforence and nuy -sturned by him.! ‘

5

IV ~SCIENTIFIC AND NA1Z If’ WNAL ¥ TQTTF%Y UNDER IMPERIAL
RECTION.

15, Geology. "—-Ou re-considera tion, the Geological Survov domded to undertake &
detailed examination of the miea- bearm(r area in ’rhe Nellore distriet during the yedr,.
but no official mform:xtgon regarding t}u- work has heen eommunicated.

.

The results of the ex cperiments made in smelting Salem iron ore with Bengdl

coal in Fngland, mnductc«l”n} \[ essrs, Bolckow Vaughan at. Middlesborough were

eummumwted by Her My ajesty’s Seeretary of Sﬁ‘mﬁe, and showed that the sample of -

‘Salem iron ore chntains barely 40 per cent. of magnetic iron; that the ore is too °

poor and too siliceons to be worth exporting ; and that it is unsuitable for smelting
in a blast furnace. Xurther discussion and enquiry are proceeding in the Land
Bo‘vem}a‘ Department of the Board of Revenue regarding these ores, but so far the
resulls have not been decisive.

E

No reporls were received intimafing corrections to be made in the Provisional
Ind ox of Minerals.

16. DBolany. —The post of the Government Botanist, which had remained vacant
for somMe yrars, was revwed during the Iatter part of the year by the appointment of
Mr. C. A. Barber to the post. His term of offico in this ]?reqdenov has been sanc-
tioned for five years after which his services are to be made available elsewhere in
India. The chief aim of his work is to make a systematic survey of the flora of

the Presidency, altho uuh his advice will be av rallable on subjects connected with

ceonomic botan; To nssist hi im; a small staff has been sanctioned, and his head-

goarters have been ﬁwd at Dot zmmuud, to which place the herbarium has been
tz_m: rred.  Defore the close of the yeara tentative Jprogramme for the survey, under
wh x-ﬂh the GGovernment Botanist will spend three periods of abont twe or three months
h during the year on tour, has hﬂpn drawn up and approtved, but until the close of
he year Mr. E.n‘b:u was f‘hseﬁr engaged at Madras in arranging for the transfer of the
hevbarium to Ootacamund and only commenced field work l‘ltOl‘ on.

L d
7

The work of eollecting apwlmwﬁ of the 432 articles 1ndudﬁd in the index
eulliwtlgus for {he Imperial lnamu*u referred to In pﬂ"aqruph L7 of the last report
¥ag proce eded with, and a further rudapg comprised in a velume of 185 pages, was
yeceived from the Reporter on Economic t“"rl ucts, by which 50 articles were added to
the hzst for this Presidency. A request that y,, mdents might be made more definit
was mot by the remark th‘“ the system adoL+yg had the approval of the (Jovommoﬂt‘
of India, In Septembor 1898, the ‘Reporter on . -7~mic Products forwarded a note ¢
the ~uh]»30t of A,pd;g}m//“n so/gifum ( chmam) and - requu-ing ]9t informat 2 wnd
spocimens should be eollected as detailed in the note. The intoriuewon required is
beine colleeted, and when -ompl{-t;e will be consolidated and published. A large
npber of specimens ol sorghum have already been -furnished to the Reporter on
Eeonomie Products by the Deputy Dirvector of Agriculture,

=

18, hemistry.—No veport was received from Dr. Leather, the Assistant :
cultural Chemist to the Government of India, as to the avalytical work per i ormed by
him during the time he was attached to the College of Agriculture during the year.

19, Staiistics.—~The subjoined statement shows the statistics furnished to the Gov-
emnwni‘ of India and the Imperial officers under the control of that Government :—

S —

¥

{

i H
Naree of I:‘k@p‘.‘,‘\'f:. . : i T'o whom eent ‘& When dl.lﬂ,
1 ,‘ i
— - i
g Saatou xeport 1 : " | Every Tuesday,
Aunual Programme of fammmrf luf works QFam.ua %t Lfcmen" ) Government of India {Re- 18t June.
Do. List of agricultural implements and machined tested and } venus and Agriculture). 16th November.
found suceessful. . B
Do, Btatemont of collieries- .. . “ oo | Government of India (Finanee | 20th Tebroary.
) - . and Commereo). ‘
Do.  Statoment of minerals s . .. el Repgrf(_-r on FEconowie Pro-| 15th April.
. . : ditets, .
Mali-vearly Statement of wages of agricultural labourers, &e,, | Government of India (Firance | 25th January and
per miensem, : . and Comsnerro). July.

!
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Name of report, i To whom sent. When due.
N e L : B .
Outturn report on late sowings of gingelly .. .. . A [ 1 15th April.
First forecast of sowingsof catton .. . . .. . . - 16th August,
Forecast of early sowings of gingeliy . . . . ‘ 15th "

;s of sowings of mdlgo . e . . < . 15th September.
Seoond forecast of s0wings of cotton .. . . e . 10th Oclolar.
F¥orscast of sowings of puudv .o .. . 158

5 of outturn oa the early sowings of gmgeUy .. . 16th
First ontinrn report on cotton . NS s AN . 10th Decainber.

on paddy . . o . . . 15t »
Outturn report on indigo .. . NN 16th .
Horecast of the late sowings of {rmgelly .. . .. .. ‘ 1st Jarwary.
Becond outturn report gﬁ ;zgg;: e . . . | LThe Director-General of< | ig‘t}ﬁ February.

. » ‘e . - : ‘e v
Statistics of einchonn cultivation o .e . Btatistic. 1st Jaly.
Rail-borne trade and roud traffic retnrn, cmmnl . . 1s$ October.
Quarterly Retuns of call-borse trade s . e . 18t Jonuary,

; April, Joly and |
. P H i Ortolier {
Repuras of 15m altoral statisties . . . . o | 1st November.
Btatemont of cotton and hemp miils- L0770 . o e ; 15th Jannary.

. of paper and w outlen mills e . P olst April.
Statistics of tea and coffee cultivation . i 1st July.
Fortnightly returns of wholesale and retail prwes of cortain com- i10th - and  25th of

modities at sclected marts, J | each month.

As the agricultural statisties for the year have not yet been compiled it is not
possible to compare the estimates of area framed in the forecasts with the actual areas
SOWIL,

20. Veterinary Seience. ——-Enqumec- in connecction with the Bac‘femologlcal Survey

were conducted in six districts during the year, and reports were drawn up regarding

two taluks by the Stock Inspectors. “No complete work was, however, turned out by

the Superintendent, Civil Veterinary Department, in this respect” Revised instruetions

for the conduct of the investigation have been recently issned which, it is hoped, may
expedite matters. In addition to the above, particular outbreaks “of cattle discase
in the Nilgiris, Salem, Coimbatore, South ‘Aleot and Tmnevellv districts were
westigated by the Stock Inspectors and reported on. .

The experiments alluded to in paragraph 2F of the last l’epoxt whleh were

igned to determine the amount of risk th=t e\hts, in connection ith the export |

if‘ in bones and hides, of conveving th¢ virus of underpe:t to other countries from
ia, were unsucceq‘;ful and unsatzshct(’r‘ The question of making experiments on
. Koch’s method of inoculation as a p=&V entative of rinderpest was under discussion
ing the year, but nothing w-> uvbe I the matter by the Superintendent, Civil
meadliv. g nPDdI’tﬁ"‘“‘

91. Meteorology gy.—The dxsousqon of the best plan for introducing a system of flood
warnings {or the Kistna and the Géddvari deltas was continued during the yoar and it
now appears that, as regards the Kistna river, a system of flood warnin gs similar to thau
gontemplated by the Meteorological Roporter £ the Government of India is already
earried out by the Public Works Department ; gauges being fixed in the Tungabhadra
at Kurnool and in the Kistna at Pagatur about twelve ml}es from Iulrnool In the
flood season, thesc gauges are read three times a day and reports are sent from Kurnool
to Bezwada. Such Wftrmngq of a flood are generally received about 36 hours before
the river begins to rise at Bezwada, though at the beginning of the scason when the
river is very low, a floed will frequently not be noticed at Bezwada for nearly a week
after the receipt of the warning. As regards the Gdddvari river, the Chief Engineer
foy Trrigation suggested that it would be of very great advantage if gauges could be

~sett up at Lhanna and Sironcha and the re admnq telegraphed to Dowlmshwmam at

intervals whenever the river was above the level which cxperience might show to-
correspond with imyportant floods at the latter place. At the suggestion of the Bourd
the Metcorological Reporter fo the Government of India has been asked to take the
nccessary steps for carrying ount the sug gestions made by the Chief Engineer.

922, The enly meteorological work with which this department is directly concerned
ig the reporting and tabulation of the rainfall recorded at .40.) stations 1n different
parts of the Presidency. The tabulation is entrusted to the Meteorological Reperter to.

© .

.

e
, -

the Government of Madras, who duly published the usual tables dumufr the year. At

the close of the year, the pnst was tmneierred to Imperial control, but no change 18

proposed in the arr auﬁnmum for tabulating the rainfall records.

\L-—-SCIEN'].‘IFI(I AND TOCAL INQUIRY UNDER PROVINCIAL
DIRECTION

© 23, With 1efn rence to the general question of ar-'rieultural enquiry and the starting
of agricultural farms referred to in the eight resolutions of the Government of lndm,

~ the. duties of the ""mcultural depar tment have been summarised under the following
~ heads :— - :

- (1) the collection and arrangement of facts and statisties bearmo' on all brauehe‘;
“of cconomies and agriculture ;
(2) the mf’e%zgat on of agricultural defecb brought to light by an examination
of the land records and the deVISF‘“‘ of remedies therefor ; and

(3) the investigation of local agrieultural praotlces and the conduet of experi-
ment% on problems suggested thereby.

: 24, For the proper carrying on of the ste.mstmdl work above referred to, and for
bringing to noticeand investigating facts which may be gleaned from a study of the
statisties, it has been surmested that the serviees of one ‘officer might with advantage be
employed, and that it is “advisable that this officer should be the Deputy Director of
Agmoulture. this post being separated from that of "Deputy Director of Land Records
and the latter post not being revived. It would then be the duty of the Deputy
Director of Agriculture, subge(,t to the control of the Board of Revenue, to collect,
garrange and publish all statistics bearing on agriculture, including rainfall, cultwa-
tion, and special erops, prices and wages, irrigation, and trade by land, as Well as to
prepare therefr om, and from the statistics of the sea-borne trade eomplled and issued
by "the Department of Separate Revenue, reviews and reports in elucidation of
economic facts bearing on the condition of the country. The adoptmu of this [neasure
would be admntweou since it would to this extent define the position and respensi-
bilities of the Deputy Dircetor in relation to the Board, m‘zkm«? him in fact Sfatistical
Reporter for the Presideney. - ‘
25. Regarding the sccond item of the duties of the Agricultural Department, the
" investigation must, it has been pointed out, be chiefly carriod out by the Land Rovenue
‘ staff, and by the Land Becord staff when appumtmi ‘though it would be part of the
duty of the Deputy Direetor of Agriculture to ledger obscrvations in regard to and, af .
“possible, to suggest a remedy far, any serious agricultural deterioration which may
be reported. N ' ‘

" 26, In regar{l‘ to the third item, the mstters on which Government called for
report were— ' ‘

(i) the scope and course of enquiry which should be followed ;

(ii) the number of experimental farms whwh will be needed now and in the
future, and the programme to be adopted thereat

. (ii1) the ehamf‘ter of the staff to which these inquairies and farms should be
‘entrusted ; and .
(iv) the establishments (mc‘mdmg European and Native assistants and inspee-

tors) to bie worked up toyand the cost of such estwbhshment,s in the near and distant
future.

Regarding tb first point, viz., the scope of the inquiry and the method on which
mveshganonq should he carried out, it has been suggested that the instructions given
need reconsideration with reference to the scheme sketched by the Government of
'India, and that as Mr. Benson has remarked, it is necessary to distinguish between a

. gencral investigation: of prominent 'Lgncultural defects which may and should be made
throué,hgnt the country, and the more minute investigutions which are the funetion of
an e\pemm@nhl farm. In the former case attontion should,: from time to time, be
concentrated on one promincnt defect; in thL I‘mﬂx, the Worhmﬂ' plan may legitimately
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include the simultaneous trial of as many experimentsas tho Dn"thor guided by his
advisers may determine to be eventually required; experithent being set on foot on
the experimental farms for some ycars before the goneral mvestlgatlon may be taken
up.

27. A scheme prepared by Mr. Benson, the Deputy Director, has been recommended
to Government for acceptance, which is briefly that, as a scheme to be ultimately worked
up to, eight experimental farms should bo established—four in the northern and four
in the southern half of the Presidency—each farm to be about 50 acres in'area: the
general programme of operations on the farms being that suggested by the Deputy
Dirootor. In eénnection with each farm, a school or class should be establishec d by
the Kdueational Department. The agricultural staff required at eagh farm will be a
resident Inspector who might be de‘s gnated farm mpermtondvnt and one or more
probationers attached to do duty as bailiffs and record- -keepers in connection with the
experimental work. These latter after they have gained some experience should do
duty us inspectors as defined helow or as farm superintendents at other farms, .

28, For making general inquiries into special agricultural defects, the departmont
should in a great measure rely on the staff of Land R ecord Deputy Collectors and the
Revenue Inspeetors. 'This will be possible to a greater extent in the future, if these
officers, have, 28 is proposed, been through a course of instruction in agriculture. To
make some special provision for more fully trained enquu-er,;, the appomtme nt of two

Sub-Assistant Directors of Agriculture, on_the scale of pay of Deputy Collectors, and

the placing under them of four inspectors has been suggested.

29. Asa pm"‘ramme for immediate operations, it has been suggested that very
early steps should, if funds can be provided, be taken to establish two experimental
fa.xm%w one in the northern and the other in the southern hali-of the Presideney.

Tt has also been suggested that another Enropean agrieultural expert should be

uvmmsd before the end of the coming official year.

30. During the yeur under report three Agricultural Inspectors were eugaged
n colleoting detdﬂed ‘information and ‘specimens regarding the sorghum cropq-wud(,
aragl aph 17. The Sub-Assistant Director, who was employod in the Board’s office
wing to the fa amine was sct free about \Tovember last, and has since been engaged in
ape vising the work of the Inspectors. 'I'he remaining Inspector has been employed
¢ head-g guqtt .vs in arrenging and sorting the unple; of sorghum sent m.‘md in
smpiling a u!%:nei index of all the repori aud papers in the dvp artmental hbr:n‘v

81, The Oollege Farm and Botanical Gardens, Saidopet.— A separate detailed report

govding the working of the above has been submitted by the Principal of the College

of Agricuitur .  The farm is maintained for educational purposes and not for preﬁt or
CxPH nmﬂnt nry farming is the chief work done on the iarm.

, . Dar qu shows.—The report alluded to in paragraph 35 of the mport fur_the
prevmu% yoar was received towards the end of the year. At a show held in 8 Septennter

1898, out of cight exkibits only two fulfilled the conditions as to quantity (viz.), that
each should be not less than a bushel, To these the first and second prizes of Rs. 30
‘and 20 were awarded. The third prlze of Rs. 15 was withheld. As the barley is
grown ospecially for brewing, it has been arranged that at least one of the Judwes
should be experienced in brewing.

88, Ground-nuts.— Towards the end of March 1898, the Chairman of the Chamber

* of Commerce, Madras, drew attention to the marked decwme in the exports of ground-

ants from this Pres'donoy during the last two years and suggested that in view of the
importance of the crop the (xovcrmm,ni wmight with advaniage follow the example se

by the French Administration in sending i’or geed mound-nutq from Africa for Inﬁal :

distribution 'and sale ; the theory advanced being that the fa Wlling off was due to the

doterioration of the seed. A consideration of the facts of the case, however, showed
-that this was improbable and that considering the manner in which the crop has been
grown, the falling off was not to be wondered at and that the importation of new seed

was likely to give only very temporary relief. The Government, however, decided that

it was desirable to import a supply of new seed of the best oil-y 1cldmrr varieties from
Africa and also to endeavour to secure varietics from America and Japan. Arrangements

]
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~have been made sinco the close of the year with the Chamber of Commerce for import-
ing’eight tous of seeds, four of which were to be of East African sorts, and four from

\Iozamblque Some East Afmcan seed has been rveeived and is being dlstmbuted for
-sale. o

84. Carrots.—The nporis of the offietrs and “others who eonducted the experi-
ments with the carrotseeds obtained in 1897 from the Agricultural Department, North-
Western Provinces, show that the seed was genorally sown from December or January
to May or June and the crop was harvested three months later; but the results were
generally scarcely worth recording. : ‘ '

35, Sugarcane~—The inquiries re"'lf-Lug the disease which had caused so muel
loss amongst the sugarcane in Géddvari were continued and Dr. Bourne was directed
to revisit the district and to report whether the proventive measures recommended by
Lim'had been adopted and whether the fungus appeared to be gaining ground or
be disappearing. Dr. Bourne was accompanied by the Deputy Director, Mr. Benson
- The resnlt of the examination of the canes showed that the disease is the Tri chosphoeri
sacchari. Dr. Bourne was of DPIHIO'I that there were no signs of improvement anc

that the disease had spread more widely. He suggested that the ryots should observs
‘the following precautions :—-

(1) not to ratoon the crop when t ,hsre has been any chsease ina aarden on th
other hand to burn all the litter, and to dig up the roots after cutting and to bgvn the
{2) not to attempt to grow eane on ¢ b plot for two years ; (3) in new plantmr*s
to take earc to secure healthy tops from a healthy locality ; (4)to remove and bur

young plants if they show signs of disease; (5) and to erush and burn disease
canes as soon as the disease appears,

86. This report of Dr. Bourne was forwarded by Government to the newly

appointed Government. Botanist-forremarks in view of the experience he had gaine

of sugarcanc diseases in the West Indies. That officer reported that he was of opinio
that though the Rind fungus Trichospheeria sacchari was to be found on the canes i
this Presidency, yet the appearance of red spots and areas in the tissues should ne
be regarded as diagnostic of its presence, because in canes affected by any vegetable «
animal parasites one of the first signs of ill-health was the appearanee of red spot
He added that there might be many other fungi attacking the cane besides Tricho
pheria and from Dr. Bourne’s deseription  he oongldercd that the Cbllefotrichu
jelcatum was present among the cance as well as the Trichospheria sacchari, T

subject is still under corresnondence but the Director of the Botanical Survey -

India has reported that canes seut to him both from Géddvari and Ganjdm appear |
be attacked by forms of the polymorphous Trichospkeria sacchari, Mass.  Th
‘discussions revardmg this fungus, however, appear to be involved in a great deal «
“doubt. :

37, S?sal Hemp.~~Tarly in the year, the Honorary Seeretam of the Agri-Hort
cultural Socicty, Madras, informed Government that upwards of 3,000 plants of th
Ayave rigida ver Sissalang were available and that the committee thought it desirabl
that these plants should be fried on various soils in the dirier parts ol {he Presidenc)
The plant was reported to be a valuable fibre plant which produces the Sisal Zemp ¢
commerce. The offer of the committee was accepted and arrangements were made t
distribute the plants to the Collectors of Bellary, Anantapur, Cuddapah, North Arcof
Nellore, Salem, Coimbatore and Madura with instructions as to the proper method ¢
|_planting and treating the erop.

38. The Madras Ayri- Horticultural Society.~The income of . the society by th
sale of plants, seeds and sundries amounted to Rs. 3,644 duringthe year, and a sum o
Rs. 1,714 was also collected by way of sub.scnptlonc; “fromt 'ﬁpmber‘a. The loan o
plants realized o sum of Hs, 350 and tickets to the value of Rs. 930 were sold durin;
the last flower show. Desides the above income a grant of Rs. 4,000 was mad
hy Government. The usual flower show was held in I‘ebmary last and was successfu’
Ap addition of 87 books and periodicals were made to the library. Seeds and plant
were also. exchanged. The Director of the Department of Land Records and Agri
~eulmre was, a3 usml, an ca-officic member of the Managing Committee,

LT
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39, Veferin

: v Seience~—Pong and mule byesding operations —During fthe year under
report nine pony and one denkey stallions worked in Coimbatore and foub pony and
. two donkey stallions in Salem. The average number of coverings per pony stallion
was 44 in Coimbatorsand 27 in Salem against 41 and 42, respectively, in the previous
year. The shorgwork in Sfﬁem was ascribed.to the prevaleves of plagtie. Out of 362 -
mares covered daring 1887-08 in Coimbatore, the resulis in the case of 73 mares were
unknown ; of the rest 56 foaled and 214 or T4 per cent. of the -known regults were
empty.  In Salem out ofs185 coverings, the results of 70 were unknow® ; 27 foalsd
and 75 or 65 per cent. of the known rcaults were cmpty. The percentage®of foals to
mares covered during the year was 197 in Coimbators and 235 in Salenr ggainst 20-G-
and 370, respecfively, in 1696-97, Theattention of ihe Superintendent, G;ivﬂ{“iff_etfs_r -
nary Department, was drawn to this deterioration in the results of the coverjigs and he-
has beon requested to submit a report as to its cause and to the method of improving the.
same. The results of the work of the donkey stallions were equally mi;sqt;itsfactory.

The total number of castrations was 21 in Coimbatore and 266 in'Salem. The ,
small number in Coimbatore is due to’the absence of the salustri-pn leave for a<long
period. ' o A e ,
Only one pony show was held, at Tirupur in June 1898 The pumber of
exhibits was satisfactory and good in quality. The show at Berikaj; Wh}l(:h shouid
have been held in January was abandoned on account of plague. ;

40. The Cattle Disease Act (Act 1T of 1866) was put into force at 16 places during
the year in connection with large cattle fairs, and af all of them a ?toTk Insprotor was
present to assist in working the Act. There were no prosecutions ‘nnder the Aet,
The Stock Inspectors also- attended four other fairs, and five weekly markets: where -
the Aet was not enforced. / R

LI

41. Statistics.—The following returns were publisfled in connection with loval -
inquiries under provincial direction :— R T
N . - . . "\ '
(1) Special forecasts on the outturn of ground-nats and sugarcane in February. L. *
; (2) Report on the operations of the establishmonts for stamping weights and measures—
ibmitted to Government, Revenne Department, on 1st July. e L
(8) Comparative statement of irrigation and rainfall—forwarded to the Chief Engineer for
rrigation in Oetober. o ) .
7 (4) Statement of quantity and value of crops irrigaled under major (produstive) works
hd miner works for which capital and revenne accounts are kept. o N v
(5) Triennial report on the subject of agricultural wages, crbodied in the Ifnd Revenue,
{ministration ropert—-submitied to Goverament in Mareh. - o S
‘ (8) Scason reports in three sectioms (rainfall, cultivation and prices of fc}\a:l-grams and
;!45‘)—--\*1):\7_1‘-:11. e ) ] ) . B
" {7y Onarterly and annual roports of eattle’ mortality.
VI.—~AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION. et
42. The question how the principles laid down by the Ggvernment of India as to. |
reform in primary education, the improvement of readers and text-baoks, and the
training of teachers, so as to provide men competent to give instruction in elementary
‘agriculture, may best be given effect to was considered in consultation with the
Director of Public Tnstruction during the year, as well as the following specific
questions :— . .y :

(1). What, if any, further action is necessary to enable agricultural degrees,
diplomas or certificates to be placed on the same footing as ecorresponding literary or

geience degrees, &e,, in qualifying for admission to Government appointments, particu- n

larly those connected with Land Revenue administ{'aticxn. ‘ o

(2) What appointments should be included in the category of those for which .

the agricultm‘gzl diploma should be eventual%y oompulsory. R o
"~ 7 (3) How the practical instruction in agriculture of candidates for certain
subordinate appointments at a school-class or an experimental farm 'could best be

arranged for. ' S ) - . . .
~_ (4) How a special school course leading up to the agricnltural diploma, degree,;
or certificate could be provided. ‘ »», TR iy

.

‘11\ . ﬁ

{

.-

(5) Whether the scheme of a Government farm could be arranged so as fo

provide for schoolmasters passing through a course of a few months’ instruction either
. before or after appointment. ‘ o

_ 43. In regard to primary education, the Government of India laid down three
principles, viz. :— ' ‘

(1) That elementary science should not be taught as a separate subjeet, but in

school readers illustrated by object lessons. o N
(1) That some plan under which instruetion in village mapsjand land records,

and instruction in simple commercial accounts could, be given should be included in-

the curriculum of education for schools of all classes. e T ’

‘ (iii) That it should be considered at what stage ¢ agriculture * and the sciences

ancillary thereto should be made optional subjects of the school eurriculum.

44. (a) Inregard to the first point, it was pointed out that in this Presidency
under the system at present in force, all lesscns given in primary schools that refer
to natural objects must be illustrated by the object referred to, either as a model or
by speeimens.  NewTeaders have, in 1most standards, been issued for use in primary
schools, and these contain a number of lessons on natural objects. ‘

(6) As to the second point raised, it was pointed out that instruction in village
maps and land records is of too specialized a character to be suitable for. inclusion
in  the curriculum of primary schools. Tn the present curriculum, simple house-
hold accounts and hazaar bills are already inecluded under a compulsory subject—
arithmetic—for the fourth standard in primary schools. -
‘ (¢) It was stated with reference to the third recommendation of the Govern- .
ment of Indm that olready the optional subject—elementary seience—is ineluded
in the currieulum for all standards from the infant to the fourth, and that this
forms an introduction to the study of agriculture and the sciences ancillary thereto;
in these standards the subject is taught by object lessons. From the fourth to the
sixth standard speelally-propared text-books have been introduced, and in the seventh
standard the scheme of study is controlled by the teehnieal examination scheme,

It will thus be secn that, in this Presidency, the principles laid down by the
Government of India have, for the most part, already been adopted. ‘

45, Regarding readers and text-books dealing with agriculture and allied sciences

- it was peinted out thai the objects of bringing them up not only to an. cqually high

standard of. arrangement, clearness and simplicity throughout Tndia, but also to.
the best standards in Turope, have been and ure held in view..

46. As'to the advisability of instructing sehoolmas how to teach by weans of
object lessons and readers and fo develep training schools in this direction, it was
stated that for the training of teachers in giving objcet lessons, elementary science, which
is spevially taught thereby, has recently been preseribed as one of the two optional
subjects thal must be tanghl in the practising section of all Government training
schools, and - thus the teachers hecome familiar with the method of giving object
lessons.” It would, no doubt, be advisable to attach to each district training school a

‘school garden or farm, and this should be done wherever it is possible. It has been

recommended that, after a certain lapse of timle, one at least of the teachers in each
normal school should he a trained agriculturist who holds the agricultural diploma
and has been rcgularly trained in the method of teaching. This measure, whilst
improving the teaching staft of these schools, would, in;time, improve the subordinate
inspecting agency also by introducing intoit a number of men whose education had
been partially agricultural, and thus make ther better qualified for imspecting the
rural primary schools, , .

47, Diploma-holders, for whose training alone provision exists at present, are
already placed jon an equal footing with graduates, so far as admission to the Land Rev-
enue Department is concerned, as they are now permitted to appear for the Revenue and.
Criminal Higher Special Tests. If the measure of reserzaagseme.post of teacher at
each district training school advocated od, Jh’e’!zal’ué ‘0f the diploma.
will increase. : : T TR '

-~
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Land Reeord Deputy Collectors and” Head Rovenue . Government has also decided that arithmetic up to the sixth standard sheuld be

Inspectors, i Ve otdmilid Tore-. -added to the list of optiona! subje_ets{’ for the Primary Examination and. that fature
' N I ) T ‘candidates dor the post of village accountant (karnams) should be required to pass
’ Navive Absistwiz 88the Director of Agriculture, _ . in arithinetic and mensuration as their optional subjects in that examination, The
égi""-”“ﬁ-h‘* [ f 1];:?@0%{5 ’f'hd »me Su_perinten&ents, : : " latter question has been’dealt with by the Land Revenue Department. The former was
'fsupervlmorﬂ, Assistan® snd - Deputy Commissioners in the Settlement Depart- " transferred to the Educational Department. .
. Tfﬁﬁ‘f of Agricaltare for classes of : \-;n.' : ‘ c o ‘ 50. The extent to which the educational system of the Presidency meets the
: : s of Agricaltare for classes of the .Intermezd,z.,xs.e:-* s..‘tand.‘aa d, requirements mentioned above is as follows :—

Boys are taught up to the Primary School Examination (Standard IV) in the
fourth olass of schools. Karnams are trained in surveying at special ¥chools held for
the purpose. The. Village Manuals of Accounts and the Village Officers’ Manual

‘and that, if & course working np to an intermediate group 2ériificpte be provided,
.such eertilicale wmay Gltiaately be demanded from candidates for [%he post of Stock

Inspector and also frdte a proportion of the candidates for the nost of Roevenue Ins . \
- insy an a proportion of the ,(qu1dateb for the post (rf, evenue Inspeotor. . have been published iu the vernacular languages.
,L"l T o "T‘l ~ P 141 2 . a o 3 1 P . - > T - . - » .
48 Migher Education.—This is carried on at the College of Agriculiure, which 51. The cducational qualifications required of Revenue (Circle) Inspectors are
S admanisierad b b T tarat Tia : : s e . ! ' . 4 q s . P
‘is administered by the m,mqaftnma.ql)epmﬂtment in consultation wifle the Dircetor on that thoy- should have at least passed the Lower Secondary Kxamination in the first
! imporianee. dn 15?9:3:‘99, .there were 46 students on the rolls of the class or the University Matriculation Examination with English, Handwriting, and -
end of .t,iﬁ_le year agginst 49 in the previcus year; more than a fourth of Dictation and the Revenue Test, lower grade, of which “test the village and taluk
em outride the _?.“?esl;dengzy._,e{ght from Bombay and five. from Mysore -accounts form a part, and should obtain a certificate in surveying. DPersons who
The Agrienltural Chenmist delivered the nsual eourse of lectures aud held have only passed the Lower Secondury Examination in the first class will hereafter
sfor w perios pf ouo .‘_:}:mntl . Tt is unow proposed ‘to steure a larger not be elgible to appear for the Revenue Test, lower grade. The Matriculation
<in the College of Agriculturc sceing that, the number of Examination, with the Handwriting and Dictation Tests, or the Upper Secondary
zer than at Poona.  Owing to the reversion to Military duty Examination should, at least, have been passed. : o
rdent, Clvil Vet?rmary Department, the colloge wabdeprived '
by him. The post of Vice-Principal was not filled up o VIL.—THE PUBLICATION OF AGRICULTURAL INFORMATION.
) , o : . 52. No.special publications of agricultural information were made by the Depavt-
RIS Y 0'4_- 1g .« 1 1 e ot . . » © . H 1
old eulfivation” which was snbstitufed for ¥ pio? suitivation ? ment durifig the year. A monograph on woollen fabrics ™ was prepared by Mr.
ey 2% 8 YT P 18 atgiod 40 how § R N A . -1 ol 1 dvirl " -
A rcation nf the 'Punc‘yal is sialed {o have worked well; but the Thurston, Superintendent, Central Museum, and submitted to Government during the .
;Ei‘{»l‘;(};e}hr id not o much intercst i it as they did in “plot caltivation.”” The year. To the same officer was entrusted the preparation of a monograph on “silk
- Jetnier of +hn gorafom 1 : . F - : . . s ’ : 5 5 ’ '
gta;’n} king of the system 13 being watched further. rinary hes&p;_tal) continued . fabrics ”’ for the year 18U8. .
“to ineresac i ularity, and the number of eafes treated has risen from 380 in 1895--96 . : ; T
"twlﬁ(z A ’;25'1{ xg}” ; f:x }113 ;151;1:,91 ;th cab;as treat s sen from 380 in 1895-96 , 53. The number of papers received from and communicated to other provineia’
) & Ex 1D an { 3 ne sen i fees was wlt . i : ey 8. ’ ;
e T e i 13¢c- ougn the ¢ of fees was «lightly raised departments was as follows :-— : -
rauring the pasttyesr. -« s - .
) R . - . i o, - - i Received. ’ .. Bent.
L e fi.l.‘l‘t‘t;‘s,d}' '(.ab&erve(l the position of the 1.31}3‘.?51&-}:01&91‘; hus been improved by , Subject. f Other | o Other -
‘plaging them enjan equal footing with graduates so far as cmployment in the Revenue Books. papers. Total. Booke. papers. Total.
Dédpartuent is copcerned. T e ' _ : ; — : —
; , , o s ) I Agriculture .. . .. . 86 13 T 9d Co )
[ 49, Educationd] qualifications prescribed far the Land Record Staff— . B [Crop o .. .. 99 99 g 6 13
I i - - : + ‘Btatistios -.. { qpryge 94 106 200 s 2 i
/ [{arnams (villago aceountants) must pass— ‘ S Famine ... = - 3 ' B ® e
N . fharnams X g 1 y Aants 8 S e > et .n . Ten e e - o o e s >
. - . = b pas ) ) ‘ : Forest . . . .. . 26 e .25 e . e
ey s - v Bohgel Fxamination - thia i . Sarvey .. .. .. . . 8 . 8 S e C e i k
. B¢hool Fxamination ] this includes— %.rts and Industries .. . 50 Ve 50, 1 .e 1
1t e T Ty Tr an i enta Ry " T ) - Oﬁﬂny .. bl M i .- ' 2. To40 42 e ’ 40 40
(1} three c.ompulfql g oﬂb‘lﬁf‘tb, viz, (@) Lapguage (the vernacular . Cntomology, -+ ot T 2 b . 20 - .
language qzﬁm candidate),---(6) Handwriting and Epelling, and Hotoamogy 18 "3 L s s
o S {2) ‘.l’lthlnf,:dc ot L ’ Lriye-smck (Vetorinary seience) .. 13 . 13 - . .
o ©. (ii)at least two optional subjects, via., (4) Flomentar> Seience, or (8) Miscollameous ..o e SR A - = B
o i;éoegz‘ay}sy? or (¢) English or another Second Language, or (d) T wotal ... a7 | 182 | 869 6 174 130
: . Indian. History, or (¢) Drawing, or (/) Hygieno, or (9)- ; : .
. Agrieulture, or (4} Mensuration. ‘ Besides the above, 330 journals, bulletins, and the like were also received from
. e . L ] e rion y 168 a1 ihati jons i T e ountries. .
{2) the Village Officers’ Speeial Test in (e) the Manual of Village Accounts, Agricultural societies md; institutions in other countries
(%) Powers and Duties of Village officers. - ‘ S \ -
.. Candidates for the office of karnain must algo produce good 7 cerlificates from Resolution—Mis. No. 4214, dated 25th August 1899. Lo
ho Suprvey gchools, ' L ' T T T i . :
:the Survey schools. _ . , The Board begs to submit herewith its report on the operations of the Depart-
These rules do not applyite villuge officers who may have been in office on 1st July ment of Land Records and Agriculture for the year ending 31st March 1899.
1898, nor to their heirs registerad hofors 1st Junuary 1893, who were 18 or above on- - (True Extract.)

the 1st of January 1896, The rales though passed some years ago ouly came into : '

force from 1st July 1893,-?&1{1 i fnture mo person will be appointed to the office of - - (Signed) C. BENS-ON
fkarnam who has not qualified according to the tests mentioned above, unless spéaially , : . S T Deputy Diroctor
excmpted by the Collector for reasons to be recorded by thal officer. - ‘ » Jor Secretary.
_, E ' : o the Seeretary to Government, Revenue Department, with a report.

.
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Order—No. 741, Revenue, dated 3rd November 1899.

t

Agrieulture during the year 1898-99.

2. Schemes were elaborated during the” year for the constitution of a Land
Records staff and for expanding the operations of the Agricultural Branch of the
-department, in particular by establishing experimental farms. Tliese schemes present
many difficulties, but the Government hopes that it will be possible to make material
progress towards their solution in the course of the current vear,

In the meantime, the present organisation of the department lcoessarily limits.

its operations in great measure to the collection of statistics and to isoiafed gpecial
investigations, : ‘

8. His” Excellency the Governor in Council gecognizes, however, that riucle
useful work was done during the vear, Some of the results attained will be briefly
noticed under the varicus heads of the report. . = :

" (i) Land Records establishment.~-Substantial improvements in the condition
and status of the subordinate ranks were carried out. Thé pay of karnams was
materially inereased in thirteen districts. Sanction of the Secretary of State was
received to the scheme for the improvement of the taluk establishments. Higher
qualifidations in Surveying were prescribed for Revenue Inspectors. At the same

time ‘the prospects of this useful class of officers were bettered by the issde of orders, .
" directing that men recommenged for the post of Depuly Tabsildars should, as a rule,.

have'served as Bevenuwc Inspectors for some time 2nd that no man who has not under-
yone at least a year’s training as Hevenue Inspector should be appointed to any place
1 the districts carrying a salary of Fs. 35 or uplvards.

. -

(ii) The wiilization of land records —Much time and labour appear to have heen
4 in maintaining the village registers and firka books u§ to date. . The report
wwor is silent as to whethe: any practiezl advaniage or useful infolmation was
ed from the examination of thaese records. v \-

(ili) Seientific and  Nationgd enquiry under Imperial divection ~~Experiments .
‘Salem iron ore were not ehcourafing., A private firm, however, has since opened.

Vi utistions with the object of awplsiting the ore. :
In the field of Bé
ginco the death of Mr. 3

the systematic survey of the Presidency, in sbeyange:
s, was resumed by Mr. C. A. Barher.

The work of the Veterinary Department has been separately noticed.: Tt fur:
nished no result of importance. -~ . : ' :

4 RS -

At the close of the year all*meteorologieal work other than the recording o
rainfall Wwas taken wholly under Imperial control.

(iv) Scientific and -local enyuiry under provincial direction.— Attention was

* directed . during” the year more partigularly to ground-nuts and sugar-cane. The-
demand in Europe for the former appears to have decreased of recent years, whether:

on account of the discovery of a cheaper substitute, or on account of a decline in the

quality of. the nut due to bad farming or to deteriorated seed. The Governmént awaits.

with interest the result of the experiment of importing new seed from East Africa and.
" . Mozambique. , ~ X :

¥  Enquiries commenced b yADi*.. Boﬁrne; F.R;S., and pursued by Mr. Barber tended

;0 show that canes in this Presidency were in many places attacked by the fungus,
Trichospheria Sacchari, Muss. TKnquiries are still in progress, but the result so far
seems to be that the remedy lies largely in the hands of the ryots and consists in
isolating and destroying all diseased canes and in importing for propagation healthy
<t tops ”’ from non-affected tracts. T w

- &

Miscollanons - With the above memorandum the-
L5eeLIAReOus, Board submits its report on the operations.
of the Department of Land Records arnd--

To the Board of Revenus (R.S., L.R. and Agn\ R

=3

N -

. (V) Agricultural Education.—A review of the subject showed that the prin.
oiples laid down in the sixth of the Agricultural Resolutiolns of gg:%&ﬁ&iﬁ u;f
India are generally recognized and acted on in this' Presidency. . Further action
1s possibly required in the direction of instructing sechoolmasters how to teach by means
o‘f_ object Iccf,sons and readers and of developing training schools for this purpose
The matter is under the consideration of the Government. P )
] (Vi) Publication of Agricultural i)
1ssued by the department during the year.

formation.—~No special publications were

i

.- (Trué Extract.)

(Signed) ~ H. TREMENHEERE,
. Ag. Secretary to Government
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»  Educational Department. ‘ / . e

——— e maamt—

Endofsement No. 741:2\.

Copy to the Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture.

(Sigued) N. E. MARJORIBANKS,
Ag. Under Secretary to Government.
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