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THE ADMIX IbTR}{HO\? OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE
PR:SEDE‘JCY OF MAD“{ AS

1896

i.éir‘;troductory.

ory g
ahr 5

The plon of t‘ue report s the same ag in previous years.

The jurisdiction of the Bench Court at Ranipet was ext
The Umm of the Cantonment Liagﬁ‘frs’fex at Wellington and ,',}0.9 argallee woere

abolished on 1st February 1896, 'The Sessions Judge of Kurnool was made Jomt
Sessions Judge of Bellary as a temporary measure. s -

H.—Tribunals and their Sitt ings.

3. The number of Courts that exercised criminal jurisdiction in 1835 and=1896
%IVCD below :— ‘

(¢}  In the Mufassal. 1895, 1886,
"

~ Village Magistrates’ Court . . . 5,631 4,333
; : . o ’ {lst Llass; 1 1

Bench Magistratos’ Courts we wed2nd dov 29 25

: drd  do. .7 25 31

' - ( 1st Class.. 8 3

Bpecial Maglstr tes’ Courts s v $2nd do. . 1 i

. , 8rd do. ... ... 88 35

: : Ist Class 1 i

| t ) T rpy et 1tz Canres . cee f s car )

B Cantonment _viagxatrat(fm Courts . 1srd do. .o 5 1
1st Class .. 4 3

Subordinate Stipenc 11 ary Mz )gxetmtes Couris. g 2nd do. ... . 4330 44
3rd  do. . ... 34 41

Superior Magistrates’ Courts ... o - .o 118 119

. &
Courts of Sestion ... vas o . 20 20
(0) In the Presidency Town.

The Court of the Commissioner of Police for the Town of Madras ... 1 1
Tha Presidency Magistrates’ Conrds L. L vee 1 i
i i

Th() }Ilgh C-O’sll‘u san e ere e aas Iy

4. The increase in the number of Village Magistrates is noticeable. Ib was

g
marked in Ganjam (+410), Coimbatore (+114) a and Madura {+-93), and may be attri-

<tended to ‘\Vﬁﬂﬁjﬁh. €

ko

Village Ma-
it trates.

buted to the appointment as-Munsifs of a largoer namber of cducated men. The decrease

in Tinnevelly (—153) is due to the fact that the returns of previous years incorreetly
included all the Village Magistrates of two Taluks.



s
.‘Sia"'sr."nt.m

High Court.

Ofences
reported.

Tenal Code.

- working days was 255 in Adoni,

@

STATE OF CRIME

[l

[I.IHA Pda

+ Bench Couls. <" B, The number of Bench Coum:s exceeded that i . 1890 by 2 This was due to

the constitution of a new court at § Shevapet in the Salém District and to the Bench
at Yercaud, which tried no cases in 1895, resuiming its work. The largest number of

L U

6. The transfer of certain Sub-Registrars accounts for the smaller numbér of
Special Magistrates. The numbér of working days varied from 224 in Ooty to 2 in
Nilambur. ’ ’ ’

7. Of the subowf-;;mta Stip

.,—1

o

to hear 'appcq]s, and bu of the Sed SDJ (lass were Tahsildars not ordinarily invested with

» !

8. The number of working days in the Courts of the District Magistrates varied

from 159 in South Arcotto 8 in Viza mram.

r ; ~ . e s o t « )
Y. In the Courts of Session the numbuer of working days varied from 144 days
in Salem fo 23 in Ganjam. '

o

10. - The Gourt of the Pres sidency Magistrate at Egmore sat on 276, and that at
Black Town on 277 days. *~  ° ' "

3

. _{L In the High Co urt 13() B\,n(,ucb sat for the disposal of eriminal work.  Of

N

these twenty were for the triul of sossions cases and 116 for the disposal of appellate

&

DMadwra, Malabar and Vi mm‘zpa{am (+10 eac

and rewisional work. On the appellate side, 76 Benches sal on 76 days for the disposal

of crrmndl Hllq ness’ alone, including 9 Benches in the vacation, and 40 Benches iat
~on 38 other da 's for the disposal of « ¢riminal along with civil work.

B 2 S—

l.—State of Crime.

i9 e o . v ¢ o A
3 reported to Village Magistrates, there were 319,598
cases reported in the year as against 320.286 in the previous yeur, the difference
being mainly due to a smaller number of prosecutions under the Indian Penal Code.

12.  Execiuding the cas

Cases dismissed under scction 203, Uriminal Proce(*m*c Code, and thosc

-glruck off as false decreased.

13 The 1 no be o080 13513000 irue has e merease <l
i3, The total number of cases returned as frue has continued to increase since
he number so returncd duting the year beiug 307,534 or 568 more than i the

foued
[0 o]
[0 2]
e
e

previous year. This was again thp result of numerous prosceutions under Special and
Local Laws, which rose f 3,053 in 1895 to 194,788 in the year under report.

14, Offences under the Penal Code decreased by 1,167.

¢

82 in 1885, - Murder cases ineressed

N e - .

Unses affecting life were 698 against 64

to 438, the chief variations being in Wnrnool {+18), Tiuncvelly (+12),
'5

to]
1

i

), Godavari (—38), and North Arcot and

Coimbatore (“*M'/ P&(“l) Ca% s of thp'} hle i:ﬂmluuo not amour ting to murder decreased
{ 3.2 Y - i H y :

from 119 to 92, chie G davari {—~8) and Tinnevelly (—7). There was an increase

in Cuddapah (+5) and M ra {+4). : L

#

I m]

ary Magistrates, the three 1st Class Magistrates
vere a Probationary Deputy \I°g strate and two Assistant Magistrates not authorized

_and Vizagapatam (+42). .
W : .

B ‘o - X . . &

- GUATE OF CRIME. A

P

The nnmber of robbﬁrles and dacoities fell from 447 to Lk and from’ 385

887 respectively. Cases of robbery decrcased considerably in Coimbatere (—19j,

i Malabar (—15), Kurnool (—17) and increased in Nellore (+13) and Trichinopoly (+9).
- Dacoities decreased in Tinnevelly (—13), ) l’f adura (———10) and ineredsed in Kistna

(+11) and Anantapurs(+9).

Cases of theft doereased by 625, chiefly in Madura (—1513, Malabuar (—108),
f[angore (—106).and mcreased notably in Gca%mm (+117) and Vizagapatawm {+83).

V Casp% of forf}*ery rose from 210 to AM. . .

_Thc number of offences - relating to coin and Government stamps fell from

105t0.80. . | s -

:‘",‘1 3 13-4 8N 46

Offences atramst Dubhc tra,nquul‘ty decreased from 2,271 in 18935 to 2,080, the

5 1 + % x e
variations bemg n,onmderable in Godavari (—79), Kurnool (—45), Coimbatore ("—42),

@

Offeuces affecting public health, safety, convenience, decency and morals
fell by S71in 1896, the decrcase being large in South Arcot (—1,629) and Chingleput -
(—233). There was an increase in Kistza (+496) and Ganjam {+403). Inﬁ South
Arcot the fall is ascribed to want of awwm on the part of the Police.

Cases of hurt increased by 1,200, chiefly in Vizagapatam {+786) and Tanjore
(+244), and fell in Godavari (—305) ; while those of criminal force and agsault fell

from 26,261 to 26,624, chiefly in Vma«rapqmm (—704) and Malabar (—383), and 1-039
n Chmd]eput (+392) and Madras (+282 : .

Ofxence% of criminal m’clmldauon, insult and annovance increased by 943,
partlcularly in North Arcot (+ 1(}7) Godavari (4-160) anl N

»

Cases of mischief decreased shrrndy e
15. O[fen ces under Special and Local Liaws increased by 1,735. o Speelal
. QCAL 1.0

‘ C‘(w“s under tlve Distzic s\lu“icipaﬁtics Act increased by 4,501, the chief
variations being in Madura (+ 4,528), Trichinopoly (+ 444} and Salem (— 534).
‘The improvement in ‘I'richinopoly is ascribed to the appointment of a salaried

Chatrman to the Muni_cipality.

The number of cases under the Towny' Nuisances Act decreased by bdd
cases. There were marked variations in Tanjore &— 1,184), Madura (— 1,106),

theN ilgivig (+ 61 0 and Cuddapah (+ 499).

(lases under the Forest Act mcrmeed by 367. There was an increase in South
. Arcot (+361) and Madura (-+353) and a fall in Salem \—-—-’Wé jand South Canpara (—279)-

. R Cases under‘ the Salt Aet fell by 899, the chief vu‘xdtlone brmo in Tanjore
(-—— 10n) Madura (— 368) and "~Outh Arcot (- ~H ).

: Offences under the Abkari Act” dccredqed hy 960. 'They fell in Coimbat

N et 2 6), where cyeﬂal attempts had been made to put down illicit distiliatior
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' [Cmar. TILY
‘Foser in ‘Tinneve}ly (+744) owing 10 the extension of the tree-tapping system to
the whole of the District : e

Offerecs under the Hackney Carriage Aci; inereased by 61 5.'
.)' =} : y

16, 108,375 eages under the Inumn Penal Code and 189, 914 under qpecml and
Local Laws, or 9612 and 97°49 per cent. respectively of the cases returned as true
under these heads, were brought to frial, the percentages being almost the same as in
the prewous year. :

. ,
17. 409,223 persona were brought to trial during the year as against 470,471
ge of convictions being 2209 1in cases of offences under the Penal

Code, and 84-34 in cascs of offénces under Special and Local Laws, almost the same per-

o
s

18. As regards cases of compoundable nature, the percentages of convictions
fll from 12-50 to 8-66 in cases of defamation and from 9-46 to 8:95 in cases of crimi-

‘nal intimidation, and rose from 7°98 to 8:04 in cases of criminal force and assault.

&
Tke p};ppo“tion of convictions decl@néd in the case of offences affecting public
health,.offences of contempt of lawful authgrity of public servants and those relating to
weights and measures, and ‘increased in the case Of offences relating to coin and
Hovernment stamps. '

-

In casos of more heinous offences, the percentages of convictions fell in offences

‘affecting life and causing miscarriage and rose in offences of rape and kidnapping.

L]

19. To recapitulate, the main feature of 1896 were :—

(1). Alarge increase in the number of Village \Idmstrates Who tried cases

(2). Afall mmtge Lumber of offences under the Indnn Penal Code.
(‘3) A fallin the mbtmumon.: under the Madras Clty Polico Act
(4).  An increase in cases under the District Mummpahtles Act
5). An mcrease in the number of cases 1'eturned as frue.

(6). As in previous years, a large proportlon of convictions in the case of
offences of a heinous nature. : '

e -
. [Dwar IV.]

iV.—Business in the Courts.

Z.—All Courts together.

e

20. The m\ittuho% in the different elasses of Ceurts ip. 1895 ﬂ.“id 1896 are

eompared bclow' o *
‘ % Original Cases Appeals.
18035, 18&.. 18595, - 1886.
Village Magistrates’ Courts 1., 10,839 11,402
Regular Magiztrates’ Courts A :
in the Mufassal .., .. 242240 242,946 -  B,2TI 8,202
Presidency Magistrates’ Courts 53,384 51,777 o
{Courts of Sassion . ... e L124 1,068 1,214 1,129
High Couwrto.. - ... 56 43 725 689
i _— Sm—— m—— »
Total... -.,-7,64:3 507,236 10,210 10,110 ‘

As be_fc-vr, the d15trzcts of Tanjore, Malabar and Madura Lont"lbufe d thd

]

largest quota, and tnose of Kurnool, ffunntapm' and the Nilgiris the smallest,

91. The following table compares the pr“V”ﬂUV e and mlsce'ﬂa.neouq ‘H’GLbbﬁlﬁbq

taken under the Co e of Criminal ‘Browdura in the past twe years . -
=, - Cases + Persons ~ Persons
disposed of. disposed of. convicted
e e m A [ e e
. ; 1805, 1808, 1895, 1800, 1885, 1898,
Proceedings againsh witnoesses -
under Chapters VI and ' i
XXXV s s 24 13 31 14 23 12
Proceedings under Chapter » (
Vill to prevent breach of : P
the peace, section 106 ... o5 - 21 X238 77 112 72
Proceedings against loc: al nm- : e
' «a&mcev, Chapter X ade 50 156 68 313 4 8
Posvewo.., Chapter XII ... 83 74 528 315 52 23
Frivolous or voxations com-
zpi:;iﬁ s summarily  deald
with under Chapter XLV, o .
section 560 o 1,508 1,400 1,544 1,434 1,527 1418
Non-attendance of jurors or ¥ ,

-2 - ‘ 3 ‘ | . ‘
assessors, Chapter XXmi.., iz 15 = 18 15 3 13
L . r r oagn o 1 3 -

Maintenance, Una}). XXXVIi.. 2,175 .2,161 2,176 2,172 7407 721
“Forfeiture of bail or recogni- -
zance, under ‘vho wpter XLTL. - 1,225 1,1?5 - 1,401 1,381 1,25¢ 1,270

The number of persons required to give ecumtv to keep the peace varied
: 9
moticeably in Coimbatore (—25), Chingleput (——mS and Vizagapatam (—21) and
Cuddapah (+15}. _ : )

No persens ¢

called u 011 to remove lc:ca'-‘ nuisances were punished for diss
ohedience to orders made ab

solute. o
o ‘ - )

Comparative
statement of
originsl and

) ‘.mca‘x CB3es,
APE

Comparative
statemenﬁ of

misecel-

‘laneocuwm

provesdings,
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‘confined in stocks.

7 Ta.)prc (— 1,8 7) and SouthA cot.

REQULAR MAUSTRATES' COURES TN TILE MUBASSAL. o [Caar.
o The rumber of persons ordered to pay compensation for ledging [rivolous

and vexatious complaints were aguin most humerous in Tanjore, Godavari, Kistna and

Malabar, .

A sum of Rs. 24,121 was awarded as compensation to accuscd pﬂrxon of
which Rs. 21,431 wes realized. The average amount recover, ed was Rs. 18-1-9#

The number of cases of forfeit ure of baﬂ or hond fell in Salem (~—133), and
rose in Trichinopoly (+ "'fi The largest numbef of cases occurred in Madura and

Trichinopoly. : /

The amouut of bail bonrls forfeited was Bs. 14,400, and of this, the sum of
6,924 was recovered. ' *

E
92, 75 European British subjects concerned In €2 enses we bmugnf to trial
in the year. The cases of 73 porsons were disposed of with the resulé that 39 were
counvicted, 18 of offences under Speeial and Tocal Laws and Lbc rest of offences under
t?:e Penal Code. ' '

,-?-» Viliage Mugistrales’ Courts

93, The number of cases ip these Courts increased very slightly but not in pro-

o

oriion to the incre se in the number of ] I agistzates:  The files were again heaviest

- in Tanjore. An ex“lﬂl mou of the reburns from Ganﬁm has been called iOr

dealt with’and ?,69-) were conthed, -,—J...:) persons being &zm,pl\' unbm;oncd 34\1 .‘2.1 10

~

LAy

2, Regular Magistraties' Courls in the Mufassal.

A —Criginal Jnmsumuon.

94, The table below oxhibits a comparative view of the mstltutxom in thesc
Courts in the past three years :—

) 1894, 1895, ' 1896.
‘Benchos of Magistrates 53,889 64,148 - 67,187
4,129 3,654 4,557

Special Magistrates
Suberdinate Magistrates withont

appetlate powers . ces 168,634 169,642 166,672
Syb-Tivisional Magistrates with ‘

appellate powers 5 . 4,670 4,745 4,458

District Magistrates ... . 37 81 72

Total.. 241,850 242,240 242,045

st Class Magistrates... 5,007 5,580 5,116

. 2nd do. do. ver e 190,571 192,584 182,741

3ed do, do. . 45781 43576 . 55,080

: Total... 241350 242,240 242,946

. variation was most marked in Madura (42 9,703), Nellore (+996;
—246). The rise in Madura was due to prosc

R L O 1 B IS S TP S

~offences under L

~

L] . ' . . £}
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Lya] MAGISTRATES” COULTE IN THE MUFASSAL. = s

Muneipalities Act and thet in Nellore to the increase in
e

: i Coniract and Towns' Nuisances Acts. In Tanjore the
1

®

cutions under th
;

arber r‘f: cases under t j)l.,rru.t \hmlc.pahaes Act and in Soutlh Arcot that of
offences against public lna’xth, safety and convem ence declined. -

*’f"5 l&s* rwa’*d: the ﬁkb of Demhp:, of Magistrates, the variations ';melc main L in
Madura (-+3,424), Malabar (-,'..'9{_)}, Tanjore { ——-1,4 41) and Kistna (—464),

26. Tth files of the Special Magistrates varied conmuem”ﬂy
(4-592), Ccimbatore (+190) and '}'." anjore (—101}.  The rise in the g
uigances A cts, while in

}

to enses under the District Municipalities and Towns’

hy
—L
a=
10

Tanjore thera were only 3 ::gc-h Magistr utw 90'% ngt 4in 189

.

97. In Malabar (—1,219) and South A \reot, (—80T ), the Stipendiary

Magistrates without appellate 1 wers had lighter files f‘lan in 1895, but i
(-+668) the reverse was the ase.’ ' .
m ) .
28. The iaﬂ in cases before the Sub- jl\’l%in’l‘ﬂ Magistrates was noticeable ia

Malabar (—204) and Coimbatore (—116). There Was anappreciable inercase in Nellore
{+95) and in Vizagapatam (4 59},

‘ m

29, The District Magistrate of Coimbatore received the 131'g9313 number (21} of
cases. Six District Magistrates received none,
5 : F

30. The su ‘b'"‘ i ed statement preke s the di .tﬂbam'm of work in the Regn-
lar Mufassal Magistrates” Courts for the last 3 years i— .
Disposed of. - Pending.
i g - - N 8 = ™
1834, 1805, 18086, 15894, 1895, 1506,
B cor ... . 63,828 64,104 67,087 124 1b4 202
Special Magistrates  w- .. 4,029 3,650 4538 _ 88 25 23
Subordinate Magistrates withous, o *
appellate powers .. 188,385 169,191. 167274 2471 2731 2,011
Sub-Divisional Ma gs rates with = . s
appellate powers e .. 5,070 5083 4820 9238 289 282
District Maﬁ istrates 27 52 70 1 3 1
Total .., 941,337 2,082 248,730 2922 8202 2519
1at Class Magistrales .. 5,429 6,172 5,503 241 293 2332
2nd do,  do. o .. 100,326 192,337 182,796 2,368 2,380 1,954
3ed do. , do. 45,582 43,578 | 55,440 315 529 273
Total .. 241,337 242,082 5,243,730 2,022 3,202 2,518

The decrease in the work ‘of the Sub-Divisional and Subordinate Magis-
trates was due to the smaller nnmber of offences under the Indian Penal Code that were
brought tq trial. ‘The apparent tly Jarge decrease in the number of cases pem‘ma at
the close of the year is due to the fact that more than 700 cases wherein the accused did
not appear before the Mugistrates, were incorreetly included in the ﬁgure for 1895.
This mistake was made in the returns tmm ha Nﬂvirisa ’

Arrears generally remained the same as at the close of 1805, » unfi the Courts
on the whole met ihe work satisfactorily and disposed of it with despateh, i
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3 *The number of persons for frial was 412,.416 of whom 405 093 wero ubalb
with duving the year, 4,302 being committed or referred to Superior Courts, 217, 589 ;
being discharged, 194,226 being convicted on regular trial and 53, 976 on summary
trial as against 410,557, 493,301, 4,15, 917,438, 125,474 and 506,328 respectively
in the previcus year. S :

Of those convieted 1,989 were boys and 209 girls.

33. The persons whose cases were finally disposed of in 1895 and 1896 are
distributed below among the several clagses of ,viam\‘tmt,e who tricd them :—
. N >

* avicted. &
Ed r bl N Y

On regular Gn sumimnsry Per cen»afre of
D'%h"'wged trial. trial. convictions.
N "”‘"'":\ - - N 4 - ™
18.... ]8‘76 1890. 1806, 1865, 195, 1895,  1886.
-
1st Olads Magistrates ., 8,280 7,579 3,738 3432 1,241 795 - 8764 8380
2nd  do. do: ... 190937 188,917 111,710 108,462 28,657 23662  42-42 41-15
5td do. do, w1822 21,093 10,019 12,332 26,130 34,510 6345 6805
Total .. 217,438 217,589 125,474 124,296 55,328 58,476 4553 4_;3-7%

34, 'The percentage of convictions was ‘again the highest on record. Bellary
(09 1b), the Nilgiris (56°25), Madura (5624 V""‘fraputam Agency (55:71), Tanjore
hes

{(54-14), Tmohmopmv {(53:92) and Chingleput (52%87) showed the hlé t percentages
a-nd Cuddapah (34:43) and Kurnool (30 90) the lowest. : o

wers in

5. Of the 7,123 persons pending trial ab the close of the
custody a and 6,394 were on bail or otherwise at large. 182 g_;ersr NS g sen under
trial for more than su’ months, the largest number being in Cudda 54, ?)ilwhnm
62 were :md s brial in the Court of the Deputy Magistrate of Jammamn.w.
engaged on famine dutg., In Madura there was considerable improvemen

30. Sentences of fine nbt exgecding Rs. 10 rose in number. - Eiz::e BYO4

infiicted was Rs. 42 an-amﬁ Rs. 46 in the previcus year. Cf tho se
imprissnmcut 91+28 per cent. were rmorou_ as af yingt 88°26 in 1885, 383 persons
were ser Led to solitary confinement as agains 380 in 1895. The larges L number
of Sﬂ.(ih sentences was 113 in Madura. ' L
AP

e

The amounts of fine, imposed, I'Lc‘].u.ﬂd md paid in compensubi
rnd below for 1895 and 1896 :—

C cmpensa ation o
« O3

Tmposed. Realized. Percentage.  to complain-
; ants. )
1805, .Rs. 751,978 s, -u,5 83-59 Rs. 26,786 495
1898... ,, 690,089 » 569,422 82-52 » 28,857 442

" Including Rs. 15, 369 rvecovered on account of fines imposod In pem~,5
years, the total collections during the year were Rs. 534,784 as t.g“anj Rs. 640,778
in 1805, Tie difference is mainly due to the fact that only Rs. & oui
of Rs. 58,189 1mno~ed as fines in the District of Malabar could bta alized owing to the

poverty of many of the persons convmten of offences under the A.b}m- Act. R

, The total number of persons sentenced to whipping rose. 2 gii.in' from 8,124
in 1895 to 2.614 in spite of the decrease in the number of thef eases, Ofthis

iv.] . REGULAR MAGISTRATES' COURTS TN THE MUPASSALs

year. X The large

@
B

number, 670 were juvenile offenders, of whom 663 wore sentenced to whipping in Heu

of othor punishments. - It would appear that the views expressed by Government in

reuard to sentences of Whmmng have had due effect, as in 1894, the namber of
such sentences was onlv },, 0. ‘ :

@ <

37. 1,881 pex sons were Gealt with under Act "IILL of ;859 and ome** Special

Speoial Acts.

Acts and subwctcd to an order not involving fine or imprisonment as compared with

ny

1,144 in 1895. The largest numbers were in, Nellore ( 0‘31) Malabar (402) and the

Nilgiris (244). The considerable number in Nellore is ageribed to the construction

of the Bezwada—Madras Railway and the working of mica mines in the District.  Im

Malabar there were 3-:)( cases in which persons were ordered to have their children
vaceinated. o : ' ’

w38, Bennbpb of Magistrates disposed of 2,933 more cases than in the previous
t number of cases was disposed of in the ’\Lu.m <l D;stmct

The' AVerage ( duramon was one day, as in 1894,

m()’f‘leper‘fsons dealt with, 12,865 were discharged, 1,311 convicted on re-
oular and 58,089 on summary trial. The percentage of convictions was 82 20 against
80-32 in 1895. _ g . )

e . ' . L a8 .o . ' .

39. The averase duration of cases in the Special Magistrates’ Courts was two
D7 - b4 :

days as in 1895. . . , ‘

Of tho persons dealt with, 1,435 were discharged and 3,816 convicted,
3,727 on regular and 89 on summary trial. The pwcmtacw of conwctlons was 7267 :
in 1895, 72:39.

~As regards Subordmafe Macnsfrateq without appellate powerb, the ]argeﬁt

# L3
numbe‘r of cases was tried as in last veal in Malabar.

T‘w av emge duramon was again six davs. "
o

Ot the per<on% dedlt with, 196,195 were discharged and 116,292 convicted,
115,828 bel ng convicted on regular and 464 on summary trial. The percentage of
eonvictions wasf.?)?";! as against 378 in 1895.

2,731 to 2,011, -

41 Bn,poqals i the Courts of Sub-divisional Magistrates with appellate powers
moro than kept pace with the institutions, The chisf variations as compared with
the previous year were in Nellore (+104 4), Malabar (—209) aud Coimbatore (-1 42),

An '*ara decreased from

As regards the Courts of Joint Magistrates the average duration was exces-
sive in Kistna, Madura and Malabar. In Tanjore, Coimbatore and Chingleput, there
was some improvement. In Madura, extra work devolved upon the Joint Magis-

‘i#ate in counnection with the antikallar movement and in Malabar the delay 1s
'}ttrxbuted to the mtmcacy of the cases. .

The average dur?tlm was also high in the Courts of the Deputy Magis-
trates of North Arect, South Arcot, Madura and Tanjore. In Norih A‘ t this was

‘Xl
C(,una.

b: =]
u,

e
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due to c’;xa}*xges in the personnel of the Court ab Arni and in South Arcot to the
lack of a First Class Magistrate in the head-quarters division. Tn Madura the
Deputy wdgmmtp of Melur had extra Revemue work, while in Tanjore the trial of
one case of rioting lusted for six months. | '

= -

Turning to Asqstar Magistrates’ Courts, the avera, ge duration was high in

Trichinopoly, (TOd&‘v ari {Agency), Tinnevelly, Malabar and Tanjore.

“The numbwr of persons committed to sessions by the Deputy, A:qhmnt dnd
Jomt Magistrates increased from 5041 in 1895 to 870, but is still inconsiderable in spite
of the rem-rks of the Government in its review of the report for 1895. The Sessions

Judge of Salem has drawn altention to the want of care shewn by the Subordinate

Magistrates of his district in committing cascs to Sessions.

\

- . B 3 ’ w

Of the pemom uealt with, 7 ,Oo.f were discharged and 3,648 convicted,
2,324 on regular and 324 on summary trial, the pevcpntarre of conwctmn being 3414

~as against 3715 in 1895.

Disposals by
District
Magistrates.

Appesiable &
non-appeal-
abie sen~
teuces.

[

Appeat

n—
@
AT
1

4‘2. The nu‘nber of cases disposed of by District Magistrates was 70 dgainst 52
Y posed of Uy \gistrates U agan
in 1895, In Godavari and Tinnevelly the average duration was high.

Of the persons dealf with by District Magistrates, 57 were discharged and 46
convicted, 36 on regular and 10 on summary trial, The percentage of convictions
rose from QJ in 1895 to 44-66 in the year under report. ’ '

43, Tho foﬂowmff statement shows the number of persons on whom appealable
and non-appealablg sentences were passed by the Magistracy :—

Appealable.

: Non-appezlable, ;
. e --A ™ s N A ) \ :
&;G; Regular.  Summary,  Regular. Summary.-
Benclies of Magistrates™ ... 1,310 57,773 ’ 1 o 216
Special Magistrates e 3718 . . &9 »‘ ]
Subordinate Magistrates with- ) ‘
out appellate pewers 115,769 8 59 456
~ Bub-Divisional Magistrates .
with appellate powers oo © 2,042 5 782 319
District Magistrates v~ 36 1 oo 9
: Total... 123375 - 57,876 . 81 - - 1,100
Compare 1895, | 124 492 . 54,975 952 1,353

44, In the subjoined table’ the appea‘able sentences pussed are distributed
ccording to the classes of Courts to which appeals were preferred with the number

. REGULAR MAGISTRATES' COURTS 1N THE MIFASSAL. . (CBAP ‘

bt

1"‘)

and résults of the appeals and ti hey are

- year .—

V.is: : EEGUTAT MAGISTRATES' COURTS IN THE MUFASSAL.

~compaved with the figures for the provious

@

~

Percentage.

- Appeals to Supezior Magistrates. 1805. 1806, 1895. . 1896.
Number of Pemsrms against whom ,pemabie
sentonces were passed by 2nd and 3rd Class

. R . o B E ' 10 ing ki3 aan R AV -
Magistrates ... e s, BEEHEEE 2IGULE e e

) . 3 ® ) : & . N
: to Sub-Divisional = Magus- 3 :

};umber of persons } { trates .. 15,880 15,298 ... Cees
who appealed {_to District Magistrates ... 487 73 .. e
Number of persons g by Sub-Divisional T\hgh- 16198 15830
wirhee g npealq trutes . ) "._):., "v;'fr;a'-‘! 10 168

were decidod by District Jlafrlatrama ALY 831 ... ces

] I r

Nuamber of persons g by Sub-DWH.onal lhafru 1 8080
® . whose scentences< trates . . 9,‘4% » ,920 vee
- - N 4 .
- were confirmed 1 - District ,..Ia!-'mtmtcs o 1 339 ..

, - DE]*nen ape of aupellanta to . . et . s

Sub-Divisional Ma- appca@bic senbences . T e e 90p -7 7 86 3
sristrates’ Courts. ) Percentage of s ntencea : :

. { confirmed .. . .. 08 586
S ( Percentage of appellants to o

District Magis- ‘appealable sentences ... v e 08 04
trates’ Courts, ) Percents gn of sentences e i

PRI _confirm e s Ceee m e AED .58°3

App'ea’s' to Sessions Courls. .
* Number of persons against whom app ealable ' L .
sentences were passed by lst Class Magistrates... 3,069 2624 .. L e
: I\um: or of persons who appudcd . 1,883 L678 .. e
’ = Do. ‘whose appeals were decided ... 1,879 1883 ... ase
¥
-~ Do. whose sentences were confirmed. 1,275 . 1,082 ... -
N .4 Ll B84
Porcentage of appellants to .LPPBA;.MJLB sentences R 7157
n.o- - g Y, ek
Percentuge of sentences confirmed ... e e s 078 G546

45, 'The following qtate;n 1b :,hovm the nunbed of avitnesses examined and the
number detained mvond thr ee (..ﬁ‘fb in the several c‘asw\ Df Courts during the year a

compared with 1895,

Detained beyond

Bxamined. 3 days.
',—....._._.J\.. — {____....._-N-...,-»-
1295, 15896, 1885, 1896.
Benches of Magistrates ... 388,160 36815 Lo 94 50
Special Magistrates.... v 8,15 8,621 : 1 ve
Subordinate Magistrates with-
oub appa-latf' powers .. 929,529 318,994 1,470 848
Sub-Divisional  Magistrates '
with zzppeiiate powers .. 26,063 23139 : 267 331
© Distriet Ma gz rates.. S 257 228 en
Total... 396,008 382,845 1,862 1,229

The unprovcment is. marked.

No w’-‘mﬂss was detained more thml thres

days in any Court in South Arcot, Chingleput and Vizagapatam Avenc Tin any

Bench Courts cxcept those at Co anad_,, » and Negapatam,
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there was considerable improvement, but the number was high in these districts and
Kistna, The largest number of witnesses dofained was 82 in the Court of the Slu-

‘No witness was o detained by the Courta of the Stipendiary Bub-Magistrates
in 7 distriots and the number was less than 30 in & others. In Tanjorve aud Malabar |

{CBAP. i

tionary 2nd Class Magistrate, Tanjore. Over 100 witnesses wers detained in Kistaa in

the enguiry in an important Jaggayyapet dacoify case. 98 of the 110 witnesses

detained in the Court of the Joint Magistrate of  Madura were to give cvidence in

casos eonnected with the antikallar mevement.

4. The amount paid to witneases on account of diet and travelling expenses was
Rs, 83,102 or Be. 3,777 more than in 1895 the largest sum was paid in Malabar
{Rs. 6,324}, o .

———
B.~—Appellate and Revisional Jurisdiciion. ‘

? 47, 8,292 appeals were preferred by 16,051 persons, the highest figures on

record.  Maduva had the largest nunsber (772) and Malabar (745} came next.

> £

¢, Disposed of, Ponding. T'he marginal statement

; N =~ . o '
. 1895, 1896, . 1895. 380G oives the total appellate work
Pab-Divisional Magistrates - 8084 7908 415 405 = " \ PP i
Disiriet Magistrates RIS 1 T s w13 dose duving the year, as coms

Potal .. 8227 8sw 434 4zm  pored with the previous year.

The District Magistrate of Coimbatore disposed of 151 appeals, the Magis-
trato in charge of the Head-quarbers division being without appellate powers for

The largest numbers of long pending appeals at the close of the year were

in the Courts of the Joint Magistrate, Madura, the Deputy Magistrate, Jammala-

madugy, and the Head Assistant Magistrate, Trichinopaly.

Y

The average &11§aﬁ2t;ﬁ of appeals before District Magistrates and Sub-divi-
signal Magistrates was s’lighﬁy less thaa in 1895, Awmohg the courts last nauned 1t
was highest in North Areet, Bellary, Trichinopoly and Godavari {(Agencyl. Among
District - Magistrates’ Courts it was highest in those of Trichinopoly and South
Canara. ' ', _ S '

, Including those persons whose appeals were pending at the beginning of the
your, andwdxeluding such as died or escaped, the cases of 16,910 persous came up for

disposal.  Tho appeals of 15,920 were disposed of with the following results =

Rejected. Confirmed. Varied., Revarsed, Quashed, Now trinl Reforred.

: ; ordered,
v Huh-Divisional .

. . " 5 & -4 &~ [2] o ™
 Magugrates L BB 7,467 1,543 3,538 a7 229 7

. I o - s b 1T A0 23 !
Districs Magistrates, 114 225 73 148 3 17 i
 Potal e 1,882 7632 1,615 4,887 40 246 7
) v D sk Esnmnad P U Ao conmr—— et 3 ———— :

i ) : M e Y 5 » on
Compara wes . 1805...' 19012 8,571 1,604 4,894 78 236 ves
- i e1843.. 62 0. 002 8 208 G4 ~ }18 .
Porosutafe § ypae 103 . 489 102, 294 03 I U R

- 1,165 cases and 2,847 persons for trial, 1,124 cases and 2,749 persons tried. Th

jnveniles,

W
SIVY . COURIS OF SESSION. : *}e‘/\

’ ~ The proportion of wholly unsuc
Nilgiris, between 60 and 70 pér cont. in 7 districts

appellants was 80 per cent. in the
between 50 and 60 per cent. in 10
districts and under 50 per cent. in Chingleput, Tinnevelly and Nellore.

48, (99 rovision cases were before the District Magistrates during the ¥
536 being on the applications of parties and the rest taken up by the courts suo moiu.

The number fof disposal was 750, of which 724 wore disposed of. There wereno such

Interference. Procecdings Gommilial Referred
. - declined, quashed. Varied. or enguiry to High .
~ : : FR ordersd, Conrt
. 1‘896 ... 1,508 18 B 610 187
Compare 1895 ... 1,639 20 -1 491 214
g.—Courts of Session. *

A.—~Original Jurisdiction.

i@

o>

49. The number of cases committed=for trial b§ the Sessions Courts was 1,068
or 56 less than in 1895. The decrease was large in Tinnevelly (—26), Balom (—22},
Coimbatore (—20). There was an increase of 23 cascs in South Arcot.

There were 1,114 cases involving 2,638 persons for trial, of which 1,08:

AEZ

cases concerning 2,540 persons were tried. The corresponding figures for 1895 were

N
number of cases for disposal and disposed of was, as in the previous year, highest in
Coimbatore and Tinnevelly. ~

[e>]

g oL, a ik i
Ot the 2,540 persons dealt with in the year, 1,085 were tric
1,323 by Sessions Judges with the aid of assessors. 'The Ji
with the jury in the case of 52 W

ot iy VT A R Y e R _
section 307 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, the largest number

374, Criminal Procedure Code-

-

43 NN Ao SF5 N4 ' s .

Of the persons dealt with in the year, 1,016 or 42:2 per cent. were convicted

mat 406 q Oy N NPT 8 .

as against 466 lash year. The percentage was above 30 in all districts ex
3 . -.' 7 B o . s e N

Cuddapah, Ganjam, Nellore and Salem. The Nilgiris being excepted, it we

in South Canara (77'94) and lowest in Ganjam (25°71).

copl in
11
s highest .

L=

' o gerrooute s . g ol : - :
The aggregate amomnt of fines imposed was Rs. 16,195 ag azainst Bs. 9,665
S Cyizdd e Fasie

. [l °
p— o T p g . o - . .
in the previous year. A fino of Rs. 5,000 was imposed in the Godavari Agency, Of

PSR L S ! _
the fines imposed during the year, Rs. 3,106 or 1918 per cent. were realized and

51 of ¢ < imposed he venns - :
?s. 1,0(33}, L: the fines imposed fn previous years were recovered. No portion of th
fine of Rs. 5,000 was recovered. ‘

18 persons were sentenced to whipping against 16 in 1895, § of them being

0 ‘ | - s

)

3 p
o _1.33 ‘g /2]
f-rp

£
[T
e
£4

I

B

33

ot

#



L2

Averagge du-

THIICD.

Wiinesses,

In 1895 the number exceeded a&\} in 4 distriets. 1t was smallest in Chingleput

o Cs g HOREN
© . L) ;
s

C"m”'rs )

nj

appealable and
ear, the sentences

Oithe 1,015 senicnces passed by these Courégﬁ 994 wers
avpeals wwero preferred against 789, 843 apuealn were decided inthe y
being confirmed in 687. The percentage of appea gls to appeniable sentences was
743 or 7' per (,ent less than in the previous year. ’}.’ne percentage of co*mrmasxon
wag 815 or &7 pur conb, above the figure of 1895, ' ‘ .

The average duration of scssions trials ¢ iCiﬂﬁ ed from ¥ the Aate of comit-
ment was 31 days against 3¢ in the previous year. It was highin Salem (26 days),
Kistna (43), Bellary (42) and Tinnevelly (40). In Salem it is attributed to the ad-
journment of 2 or 3 heavy cases for the producmon of further evidence; in Kistna to
adjournments on account of pfisoner’s illness and for the production of addi-
tional ovidence and to a stay of proceedings pending the d'spoml of a Keferred Trial
by the Iigh Court. In Bellary the duration was due to the adjournmeut of 2

ases on account of the temporary insamity of the aceused, of another on account
of the illness of a material witness and of a third for the production of evidence of 2
previous conviction, There was some improvement in Tinnevelly.
H Tn Salem the trial of 62 cases occupicd 144 days, and in Nellore that of 22
cascs Jasted 48 days. B

4, O?D witnesses were detained more than three days as against 4,625 18%
and .5,‘ 0 in 1894.

The number 5o u@tamm was largest in Salem (456), above 400 in Sonth
ﬁmm’s Bellary and Cnuddpaﬂ and above 300 in Kistna, Kurnool and South Malabar,

-

and Trichinopoly. . « N
. The attention of the Sessions Judges has heen Tepeatedly drawn to this
matter, aud it is hoped that comsiderable improvement will be effected by the

jutroduction in a larger number of districls of the system of posting particular cases

T e

to particular days.
o¢ was Rupees 47,783 as againsf

The amount paid as dist moncy to wi itnes

Rupces 49,201 in 1895.  The largest sums were paid in Bellary, Kurnool, Coim-

Appeal cases

Average dn-

ration.

Eogulls,

* of 88 were pending at the beginning of the year.

Latore, Ouddapah and S u*h Malabar, o

_ ’ B-—-Avnellate Jurlsulbmun
50. 1,129 appeals or 85 less than in the previeus year wero instituted in Ses

sions Courts. 54 appeals were pending ab the close of the year,agamst 86 in 1895

The average duration of appeals rose from 23 to 27 days as compared witl
1895 and was again excessive in Kurncol (42 days) and Vizagapatam {41). %
Nellore therc was an 1mpr0“emerr while in Scuth Malabar the reverse was the case.

1,678 persons appealed to Sessions Courts during the year, and the appeal
1,653 persons were dealt with
o8 appealed against were confired in North Malabar, Among th

All the sentenc
ho ly unsuccessful ap geudnts was highest In Savt}

' other districts, the percentage of wh

Revision
OBEEH.

Areot (_Qd Jw‘;s ’
51. Thenumber of revision cases received in the year was 414 as against 428 i

1805, Of these, 306 were on the applications of parties and 108. were taken up b
motu. Iucluding 28 cases concerning 141 persons pending fmm 18:35

tne ceurta suo
%fu'& & < ‘“

SESSION.. PRI N [Crar,,

~against 11 in the prevmus year.
, 3uven11ps.

_and Rs. 42,879 or 89-2 per cent. was recevered a
‘Rs. 1,167 0r 27 per cent. against 3 per eent. in 1895
to

: {01‘ the Prevention of Cruclty to Animals.

: ngh Court for d‘aposal all of which were disposed of, the se
“in the cases of 16 persons, chI‘iCd in ome case and reversed in ome. -~

ey
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there were 44! cases ccncernmg 1 ,331 persons for disposal, of v',u:‘n 400 cases conce

‘:mg 1, 196 persons were disposed of.

I
Magistrates® Courts.

R o (o )——Preoldcn
52. The Commissioner of Police in his magisterial capaciby dispf;*se& of 4 cases v:l rt rece iv-
et - . od and duge.

aﬁ":bct ing 6 persons, all-of whom were discharged.

% a4g ‘720 casee were instituted in the Eg"fi.}?e .x'ﬂd 1.(..55? in the Bl"ﬁl& T‘)W}"

Court in all 51,777 cases, 1,607 less than in 1895. The difference is attributed to a

decline in the number of prosecutions under the o Madras City Police Act in f-he Black
Town Court. At the close of the year, there were only 37 cases pending.
Of the 58,643 persons that came up for disposal in 51,7 95 cases, 58,554 were
dealt with, 88 per cent. being convicted as against 89 in 1895. The number of sen- .
tenced to solitary confinement

tences of both kinds decreascd. 49 persons were senienc 2
Of the 3;)9 persons se entenced to whipping, 163 were

tC»
v

.i.ht, amount of fines mmosed was R= 48,091 as against Rs. 53 ,336 in 1895

s against 91'5 in 1895, Of this sum
was paid to complalna'zm as com-

pensation; and Rs. 6,385 1ev1ed in LdSC‘\ of cruclty to animals was pfud to the Society

Jorir ) < . T8 afihe i
_ Appealable sentences were passed on y 89 persons=during the year.. 16 ol the Appestiest.
§ - 3 CCF o onin
persons cencerned in 15 cases appealed to the High Court. Including 2 cases \2 per=
ages (18 persons) before the

sons) pending from the previous year, there were 17 ¢ 1
nfc"ﬁc«‘*b bemrr u)nﬁrnu

H368,
3388

15,061 witnesses wore etax'\mefi in these courts against 13, 147 in 1885, and Witn

127 wore detained for more than three days, all in the Court at Black Town. The
number so detained in 1895 was only 30, the increuse being due to two hea 5 ¢

theft on the Madras Railway. -
o4 persons were CUmn‘lttﬂd for trial by the Hx o Court.

6‘.—4_Efigh Counrt.

A.—~OCriginal Jurisdietion.

53. 43 cascs affecting 58 porsons were commitic e High Court Imﬂ;}ﬁn ’%@? -?iv'-
against 56 in the previous year, 20 cases by the E(rm : "vla gistrates, 19 by the Black od suddose.
Town Magistrates, and of the remainder (in which "6 Luropean British subjects
were chﬂrn‘ed 3 with forgery and 3 with criminal breach of frust by = public

servant), 2 by the Joint Magistrate, Madura, 1 by the Head Assistant Magistrate, Mala-
‘bar,and 1l by the Principal Assistant

t Magistrate, Vizagapatam. Of the cages com-
mitted, 20 were cases of theft, 5 of forgery, 2 of kidnapping, 2 2 of ¢riminal breach of
trust and 1 of murder. 34 cases affecting 48 p ersons were disposed of in the year,

' 4 cases on ples of gnilty, 22 ou trialsby common jury and 5 on frial by special jury
and 3 oun withdrawal, 24 cases. (chhidl’l & the anec received from Malabar r} re osnited

in the conviction of 28 accused; b end.cd in inc digcharge or acqm*tal of 1 ~ accused,
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Jury system.

Results.

ed as against 20°7 and 739, the corresponding figures for 1895.

confirmed, 13 werc sentenved to transportation for life and 6 {in whose cases the con-

from judgments of acquitial affecting 61 persons. Including 129 app |
291 persons which were pending -from last year and excluding one which !

@
1IGH COURT.

{Lmv. ]

and in the remaining 2 affecting 4 persons received from Madura, 2 permns were
convicted and 2 dx%harvcd. 3 persons were concerncd in the 8 cases withdrawn,

The porcentage of convietions in all thu cases

taken togother rose from
570 to 625 in the year under report.. PR ‘
255 witnesses were examined and a sum of Rs. 1 ,863 was paid as batta,
The average duration of the cases from dute of commument was 26 days
against %4 in the previous year.

(b). Oases under section 307, Criminal Proceduro Code.

(W4

54, Including 3 cases pénding at the beginning of the year, there were 21
cages submitted by Scssions Judges under scetion’ 307, Criminal Procedure Code,
for disposal ; 20 were disposed of, the verdict of not guilty being set aside and con-

viction ‘*GCO“ded in 4 cases, a like verdiet upheld and the accused acquitted in 5 cases,

a like verdic

¢t aside and re-trial ordered in 1 cnse, while a verdict of guilty W&B‘béti
agido in 10 aueb, the accused being acquitted in 8 and re-iriul ordered inthe remammg,
two cases. :

The verdict of the Jury was sl aside in 75 per cent. of the cases decided
&urmc* the year as against 46:6 per cent. in 1895 and 875 per cent, in 1804,

5. There is nothing to be added to the remarks made on tLe working of the
ystem in previous years reports.

(¢), .Cases mn

56, Including 6 cases concerning 8 personb pending from last. year', there were
during the year 80 cases affecting 92 persons referrcd for confirmation of sentences of
death passed. Of these, 1 case (1 person) of those pending from 1895, abated, owing
to the death of the m*isonnr and 76 cases (88 persons) were dwpoced of with the result
that 12 persons or 13'64 per cent. were acquitted and 76 or 8636 per cent. were convict~

jury 8y

w [

under sootien 374, Cnmmal Procedure Cede.

- In the casc of 57 of the 76 persons copvxotad, the sentence of death was

L3

viction was modified) to rigorous imprisonment.

u St : S
B.—Appellate and Revisional Jurisdiction.

57. Besides the 75 appeals from sentonces of death that came up for disposay
with cases under section 874, Criminal Procedure Code, and the 18 cases under
section 307, Criminal Proceduze Code, treated as appeals, there were 596 appeals re-
ceived during the year, 15 froz the Presidency Magistrates’ decisions, 579 from those

of Sessions Judges, one from that of the District Magistrale of Malabar, and one from |

that of the Districs Magistrate, Civil and Military Station, Bangalore.

Of the 596 appezls; 563 were appeals from 757 convicted per

abated owing to the death of the appellant,: there werc 724 appeals affecting
1,108 persons for disposal during the year. Of these, 638 appeals affecting 956 persons
were disposed of. S

ons and 33
ls affectiny |

-
AN J

Iv.] - | ° | HIGH COUET..

[ . bid
The average duration of appeals was 65 d?“’b as against 62 in 1:;90.
58. The following table shows the I‘bVlSlOIl work received in the yba“ an
compares it with that of the prevmmiyear —

’ 1805, 1896,
' Sessions Judges ~ .¢ - 30 38
Dnde’*r § 430, Cr. P. C. taken up {for revision of Yoo ¢ Magistrates .» 1 2
: = suo motu L proceedings of ) gypor \fagxatrates 1 ‘e
i 1

District Magistrates ...

ther Magistrates ... 98 23
Other Magistrates ..o 209 170
Sesgions Judgeq e~ 91 102
District Magistrates .. 30 2
Other l\mgwtra.teg v T 239 190

Belm—— A—

k2

§ 438 f, reported by { -
e Sessions Judges '
Dxamct Magistrates =

on application o

Total... 660 596
« The particulars of dlsposal are given below :—

Di s;osc'l of.

o ) : Further » .
‘ lro-ﬁeedmw being enguiry Total. Pending 2l
Pending For dis. - - erdered. :,ms1 ;1{1;1 of
- from posal,  Quash- Varxed. Not inter- - iB36.
1865, . ed. fered with. . 6 P
. aa
Under § 483, Cr. P. C. e 444 20 14 16 6 38
438, reported by :
2 § porte ¥ a - a
< Sessions Judges. 8 7w . 21 18 28 5 67 1:‘:‘
' District Magistrates. 9 179 78 23 49 13 If;; 5;
§ 489, Cr. P. C 36 349 2 8 308 5 333 RiE
s , Or. LG, L : 55V
Total.., 82 648 - 113 h8 451 20 60% ‘%
ad (5 3w] Lol . ) - :;l
F’ompare 1895... 104 704 138 72 424 78 712 5

O

In 6672 per cent. of the total number of cases decided as against 595 per
ccpt in 1895, the procecdings of the courts below were not interfered with, In ab
per cent, of the cases reported by Sessions Judges and 70 per cent. of those reporie
by District Magistrates as against 65 and 7 71 per cent. respectively in the pr ovious
v) rear, the m‘oceeflmm were quashed or otherwise modified.

~ In 7'5 per cent. as against 17 ver cent. in 1895, of the cases in which partie
moved the High Court, the proceedings of the low cr courts were interfered with.

The results are (llSTJl’lbllL?O bomw among thc ‘courts to which t-hey related.
° L Taorther
Quashed. Vavied, Not inter- enquiry " Total.
. o " fered with. ordered.
%) ko N
Presidency nglstmtex G e ‘)z)b e q2;e:
Other Subordinate Magistrates ... 106 35 282 23 u_c;g)
District Magistrates . ... 2 4 23 1 ]ik“
Sessions Judges s 53 19 118 ’ 6 8
| o Tetd . 113 58 401 99 ol
Compare 1895.., 138 72 4 424 78 712

. . ¥ o £re
» Besides these, two references on un‘SﬁO‘Q of lnw were received, one from
the District Magistrate of Godavarl and the othnr {rom the Presidency Magistrates.
"'he latter was answered during the year,

087 calendars of sessions trials and 79 of trials by Distriet Magistra

d Bevisio®

TaseE

1)34 of ‘lpﬁe,,d:. heard by Sessions Judges and 361 of those heard by District Magia-'

trates were received in the year. Inall 2,376 calendars were perused during the
year, records heing called for from the Lower Courts in 29 cases.

59, There were 181 miscellaneous uehfmm for mamv] and 173 weare dﬂmat

<
lat]

5

&

Fry

LS

@
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Recapltalee 60, T4 recapibulate, the main features of the year wero:— :
(1). A slight increase in thc quanmtv of work received and done by Vzllagek‘
Magistrates.
(2). A large increase of work received and done in the Bepcn and Special ‘\Ia oige
trates’ Courts. ' - .
{8). A fallin the work received and done by ‘mborﬁm te ~Magi‘strate3‘ with or.
without appelhtﬂ powers and a decline in the percentago of convictions.
{4). An increase in the original and appellate Work received and done by Distriet
Magistrates 5 .
{5). Asmaller number of witnesses detaincd beyond 8 daysinall classes of Courts
except those of Sub-divisional Magistrates. '
(6). A larger number of sentences of whipping.
(7). Less OI’IQ"Dcu and ap')ella.to work received and done by Sessions Courts. =
~ (8). Fewer institutions and disposals in the Presidcncy I‘ fagistrates’ Courts. -
B
V.—Financial.
133?‘“5 and 61. The e.,elph and charges of all crm:uml courts are showsn be‘ow —
Boeeipts. S Charges.
‘ # - __—-Ju'.a—-sw.—-~s . . N (———--JS—‘——-—J
p . 1895. 1896. : 1895. 1898,
Conrh fees® ... Re. 295845  38,06,728 - Salaries and :
Fines e 5 6,97,415 6,833,011  Contingencies ... Rs. 17,87,998 13,064
Other ifems -« » 238,618 23,249  Refunds vee 3 88,126 93 Sa
i ' Compensation ... 29,033 27, 4w)
Total Rupees ... 10 16,378 962,988 Total Rupecs... 19,05,157 14,27,965
_ There was on the whole a neb etpendlmre of Rs. 4,64,277 as against
Re. 8,88,779 in 1895. The difference is more apparent than real a and is duc to the
fact that for 1896, the calculation for Magistrates’ Courts has followed the proportions
obsorved in, the Budget estimates. In former years the. tunb spent on each branch
of work was the basis of the caleulation. .
V1.—Miscellaneous.
Rulesframed. 62, The principal matters in respect of which the High Court framed rules in

1896 are mentioned below :— :

{1). Applications for copxe\ of records of Village Magistrates.

(2)!. Ropayment of fines which Appellatn Courts omep io be ruiuzdpd

Hion CoulT OF JUDICATURE, " D.W.G, COWIE,
- Mapras, 18th August 1897. ' Reqistrar,

N o N D - R B Por-> s e SR
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7 et ) ’ : Pl —Statement showing the = amount of fines -imposed in the exercise of Origingl Jurisdicti 27
T.—=Statement. showing, by Disiricls, the results of Cases referred under Section 488, Criminal J : g the f) ¥ of Original Jugisdiction, ihe
‘ i ' amount realized, and the amount paid as compensalion, i the year 18986,

Procedure Code, by Sessions Judges and District Magistrates, in the year 1895. o L ; :
# - - . . - N 3 3 - Fy =
= v . . CourTs OF MAGISTRATES. } Covrts uF Srss
‘ e REPORTED BY DISTRICT : , : = “BSION.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS,

‘JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

Resp—the following paper :— 7 :
 From the Registrar, High Court of Judicature, dated Madras, 13th August 1897

Dis. No. 1385.
AseTract.—Submitting fifty-five copies of the report on the administration of Criminal

Justice in this Presidency for the year 1896, ‘ ‘

Onver—No. 1393, Judicial, dated 25th September 1897.

The report on the administration of Criminal Justice during 1§36, which isin
tho usual form, reached Government by the prescribed date. i
9. Crime generally—The statistics of crime are"dealt with in the third section of
the report and the disposal of business in the courts in the fourth. The former subject,
however, needs little notice here,’as its main features have already been discussed in
tho review on the Police Administration Report for 1896. They were (i).an increase
in serious offences against the person and (if) of proseentions for criminal intimida-
tion, insult and causing hurt (iii) a decrease in reported crime nnder the Salt and
Abkdri laws; and (iv) a decline in the number of cases struck off by the courts as
false. 'T'he apparent decline in the number of offences against property noticeable in
_ the statistics of the present report iv unreal; for, as bas already been noticed by
. Government, a number of cases of this description occurred towards the end of the
" year owing to the sharp rise in the prices of foad-grains and the consequent prevalence
* of dstress, but were not brought within the judicial cegnizance of the courts belore its
“¢lose and so do not appear in the returns. =
fo . 8,.0f the 124,227 cases reported under the Indian Penal Code, 9,299 or 7'5 per
Y b were dismissed in Limipe under section 203 of the Code of Criminal Procedure
“puuinst an average of 8 per cent. in the preceding four years. Taking by themselves
-sx of hast and criminal force and assault—which form a very large proportion of the
*offences instituted on complaint, 4:6 and 63 per cent., respectively, of the complaints
* geie rojected under section 203, Only 104 per cent. and 8 per cent., respectively, of
" the acoused in these cases were, however, convicted. It appears to the Government
from a perusal of these and other imilar figures in the case of other forms of crime
that a larger proportion of complaints might without hardship or injustice fo the
complainants be dismissed under section 203, Code of Criminal Procedure. The fact
that nine out of every ten persons tried for assault and causing hurt were acquilted
geems to show that most of them were brought before the criminal courts on groundless
or vexatious charges, or on accusations which were without evidence to support themn,
and that sufficient care was not exercised in every instance in serutinizing complaints
‘at the outset and in conducting preliminary inquiries. The attention of District
“ Magistrates will be drawn to the matter. ‘

4. Another measure. which should tend to discourage frivolous or vexatious com-
plaints is the grant of compensation under section 560, Code of Criminal Procedure.
The attention of the magistracy has been frequently called to the provisions of this
section, but they were ot as olten resorted to as they might have boen during the year
under report. Only 1,418 persous wore directed to pay compensation against 1,527
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5. Fewer persons were charged during the year for offences against the Town:
Nuisances and the Madras City Police Acts, but prosecutions under the Munieipa
Acts were considerably more numerous then in 1895, Cases under the Hackney
Carriages Act alsg inereased—a result mainly attributable to the extension of the Act
to Vellore in 1895. Convictions for robbery and dacoity and for offences affecting

human life decreased. Owing probably to a rise in the number of:compromises filed

in court or inferred from the absence of complainants, the percentage ‘of convictions
fell also in cases relating to marriage, defamation, and criminal intimidation and insult.

6. The total amount of original and appellate work received by all courts tuken
together was slightly less than in 1895. Tho decrease 1n original business ocenrred
almost entirely in cases coming before the Presidency Magistrates, and that in
appellate work in the appeals predented to the Sessions Courts. On the whole dis-
posals and arrears remained much the same ag in the previous year, but there wasa
general improvement in promptness in the disposal of original work. The reverse
occurred in the ecase of appeals. '

" 7. Tho operations of the several classes of eriminal eourts are noticed below.

8. Villuge Magistrates’ Courts.~—Institutions in these eourts rose from 10,539 =

17,402 cases. As usual the extent to which these courts were resorted to varied

Jargely in different distriets, the cases coming before them ranging from 4 per cent.
of the total original work in Bellary to 11-6 per cent. in North Arcot. They appear
to have been_most popular in Tanjore, Madura and North Arcot, which taken tegetier,
contributed mofe than 40 per cent. to the total of the criminal business dealt with hy
them ; but in no district had Village Magistrates a larger average file than four cases
per court in the year. The work seems, on the whole, to have been satisfactorily
performed.

9. Denches.—The number of Bench Conurts varied but little, but the cases
filed in them advanced considerably. All except seven districts showed increases and
these were more marked in Madura (3,424) and Malabar (890). A further decreas,
on the otler hand. occurred in Tanjore. The outturn of work by Bench Magistrates

‘showed an improvement. A larger number of cases was disposed of; a higher

perceniage of conviction was obtained ; and business was transacted with greater
promptitude. Fewer cases were pending in South Arcot at the close of the year, and
Géddvari improved in regard to the detention of witnesses beyond three days ; but. as-
in 1895, these districts were again at the bottom of the list in these respects.

10. Special Ilonorary Magizfratés.—There were no Special Magistrates in Anarnia-

e

pur and Vizagapatam. In the vemaining districts these officers numbered forty ox
two less than in 1895. The statistics of the work dealt with by them show v
similar resnlts to those relating to Bench Magistrates, viz,, an advance in instii .7,
and disposals and an increase in the proportion of convictions. Cases were ivpo !
of expeditiously, cxcept in Géd4vari again, where the average duration was ne  .as
than thirteen days—a fact which ealls for the attention of the District Magiwv o
Among other districts the transaction of business was most prompt in the Nilgiris - .

11. Stipendiary Subordinute Mugistrafes.—The number of these Magistrates vose
from 471 in 1895 to 458; but, owing to the diminution in the number of “effcnces
under the Indian Penal Code which were brought to trial during the year, the cases
coming before them were considerably less in number. The decrease oceurred mainly
in Malahar and South Arcot, in both of which distriets, however (and also in Tanjore),
the files were, as usual, very heavy. Disposals continued to advance. Witnesses
were in fewer instances detained for more than three days. -The average duration
of cases and the proportion of successful prosecutions did not greatly vary from the
results of the previous year. An apparent reduction was effected in arrears; but
this seems to be unreal, being due to the fact that, owing to the incorrectness of the
returns furnished by the District Magistrate of the Nilgiris in 1895, more than 700
cases were wrongly shown as pending in that year.- Arrears were particularly
numerous in Madura, and, excluding the Agency tracts, where the circumstances are
peculiar, the average duration of cach case was also the longest there. In Tanjore

... and Malabar witnesses were detained less frequently for more than three days, but

the proportion in these districts was still excessivé.
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12. Superior Magistrates in the Mufassal—(1) Deputy Magistrates A-rec‘eived for
disposal 228 cases more than in 1895, - The number of persons awaiting trial increased,
and was particularly large in Cuddapah (97) and Tinnevelly (61). In the former

 district 62 persons were under trisl for more than six months in the court of the

Deputy Magistrate of Jammalamadugu, and the District Magistrate will be requested
to submit, to Government the explanations of the officers responsible.  No reason is
apparent for the high proportion of pending cases in Tinnevelly or in Trichinopoly.
The average duration remained stationary on the whole, and was the longest in North
Arcot and South Arcot. Malabar (though it improved) showed the largest number of
witnesses detained for more than three days.

ii) The courts of Assistant and Head Assistant and Special Assistant Magis-
trates disposed of fewer cases than usual during the year. This was in a measure due
to the smaller number of offences under the Indian Penal Code which were tried

during the year under review. The average duration of cases was longer, and
* yitnesses were detained in a larger number of instances for more than three days,

particularly in Kistna. The delay in disposal was conspicuous in Trichinopoly and

Tinnevelly Cantonment Magistrates were, us usual, prompt in the tramsaction of
Yusiness, all the cases instituted in the year having been decided before its close and
_ the average duration extending only to one day. :

_(iii) The features of the work done in Joint Magistrates’ courts were very
sizailar_to those noticed in the case of Assistant and Head and Speelal Assistaut
Magistrates,  OQut of 160 witnesses detained more than three days, 119 er over 74 per
cent, were detained in Madura ; but the,file inthis distriet was heavier than auy other

" and many of these witnesses were ‘examined in cages connected with the anti-Kallar
. movement. '

: (iv) The original work coming before District Magistrates slightly increased.
They also disposed of more than twice as many appeals as in 1895, a large proportion
(151) having been dealt with by the District Magistrate of Coimbatore. © There was,
on the other haud, an appreciable decrease in the namber of revision cases dealt with by
them aud in those reported to the High Court for orders. Original cuses were disposed
of more expeditiously and a higher percentage of conviction was secured. = By far the
largest amoant of original work was done by the District Magistrate of Coimbatore.

~ {v) The pumber of persons committed to Sessions Courts by the Deputy,
A-sistant and Joint Magistrates rose from 304 in 1895 to 370 1in 1826. The Govern-
i-ent agrees with the Honourable the Judgespf the tigh Court in the remarks in
patagraph 41 of the report on this subject. The attintion of the District Magistrates

1% iirected fo the matter., .

{(vi) The number of appealable sentcnces passed by second and third class
strates slightly increased; but, proportionately, fewer sentences were appealed

“riunst und a lavger percentage of appeals was unsucecessful. - The figures relating to

popeals against the decisions of first-class Magistrates present a striking contrast to

- those results, viz., a smaller number of appealable sentences passed, an advance in the

ratio of appeals preferred and a fall in the percentage of original sentences confirmed
by appellate courts. '

13. Bessions Courts.—In Sessions Courts the original eriminal work shows a
falling off, 1,083 cases having been decided against 1,124 in 1895, The files were,

- as usnal, heaviest in Coimbatore and Tinnevelly; but the largest inerease, as compared

with the preceding year, occurred in South Avcot,  The file was in no court much
congested, and, on the whole, fewer witnesses were detained for more than three days.
In Salem, South Arcot, Bellary and Cuddapah, however, more than four hundred
witnesses were 50 detained. The Government shares the hope expressed in paragraph
49 of the report. Tinnevelly improved in the despatch of business. The percentage
of convictions declined. It was highest in South Canara (77-94) and lowest in
‘Ganjdm (25-71). The Judges approved, or did not express dissent from, the verdict-
of the jury in the case of 95°2 per cent. of the persons tried and reforred the cases of
52 persons under section 307, Code of Criminal Procedure, for the orders of the High
:130113{:, with the result that the verdict was set aside in 75 per cent. of the cases
ecided, ) e
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, 14. I’resvdem-y Magistraies’ Courts.—The statistics relating to the work of these
courts call for no remarks, As has already been noticed, institutions in these tri-
bunals deelined slightly, but the figure (51,777) was still b gher than that recorded in
any year preceding 1695. Only thxrty-seven cases were pending at the close of the

_ year.

v

15. qu&Caurt —The number of cases committed to the Hwh Gour‘f for trial was
43 or 13 less than in 1895. The percentage of convictions rose from 570 to 62+5.
The Honourable the Judges decided more appeals than were instituted in the year,
and the arrears dropped in consequence by,about 30 per cent. The cases deult” with
in exercise of the court’s revisional power were less numerous than in the. preceding
year. S ’ "

16. Punishmeni—There appears to have been an improvement in the method: of
dealing with offenders. A larger proportion of prisoners were sentenced to rigerous-
imprisonment ; punishment by fincg was less frequently resorted to; and a. greate

number of cnmmals were awarded sentences of whipping. The propnrtmn of \hnxt

sentences, however, slightly increased. 670 juveniles were punished with whipping as
against 616 in 1895 and 622 in 1894. Owing to the insnfficiency of accomgnodation |
inSthe Reformatory School at Chingleput, only fourteen youthful offenders wore

ordered to be detained in that institution during the year. Judicial statement Ne, A,
Part 4, appended to the report shows that four boys were sentenced to whippicg v
mmLm,ment of the provisions of Town Nuisances Act and one for an oﬁenvg
the Forest Ast.. The sentences passed in these cases appear to have been il
vide High Court’s Proceedings, No, 456, dated 106th ’\iaroh 1880. o

S | , ¢ (True Exuraet,)

s .J. F. PRICE,
‘ ' Chief Secretary.

-,
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