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MEnmo. No. BLIEMR.
Shillong, the 14th December 1896+
Copy forwarded to the Principal Medical Officer for information and communication

to Surgeon-Major Campbell. The Chief Commissioner does not wish to fix any special
period for the deputation, but it is not anticipated that it should last for more than a

month or six weeks.

By order of the Chief Commissioner of Assam,
E. A. GAIT,

Ofg. Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam.

MEMO. No. 68Emegn. R,
5263-70.

Shillong, thé 14th December 1896,

~ Copy forwarded to all Deputy Commissioners of labour districts for information,
with the request that Surgeon-Major Campbell may be given such assistance or

information as he may require.

By order of the Chief Commissioner of Assam,
E, A, GAIT,

Offg. Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam.
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REPORT

ON THE

ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRANSIT OF IMMIGRANTS

ASSAM.

ITINERARY.

I started on my tour on the 16th December from Gauhati and proceeded down
the Brahmaputra to Goalundo, halting for the day at Dhubri. On the way down,
I confined my inspection to the sanitary arrangements on the steamers and to seeing
how far the Regulations in force were carried oat.  While .waiting at Gauhati [ inspect-
ed several steamers, and found that there were many important matters which required
special enquiry.

2. The Kookee arrived at Gauhati at 1 a.m. on the 16th, having been detained
for quite four hours, landing five cases of cholera below the town, so I was informed,
because no .medical officer or establishment had gone down to assist, and the topazes
belonging to the steamer had to carry them from the steamer-to the cholera hospital, which
was a long way from the river edge. The steamer hospital had been washed and cleaned,
but the drainage or wash had gone right forward amidships, where the healthy coolies
were sleeping. This can be remedied by a batten across the deck and a pipe extending
down beyond the lower deck, so as to carry the water directly down to the river and not
permit it to fall on the Jower deck, as would otherwise happen. | here were 3174 emi-
grants and 193 passegers on board. There was only one cooking range, which could
boil one boiler at a time, and which-took 4 to 44 hours to cook a meal for 100 emigrants,
so that it must have taken at least 12 hours to cook the morning meal for the present
number, and a little less time for the evening meal. A galley of this description is
barely sufficient for 200 emigrants, and is quite inadequate for any number exceeding
this.  The clothing of the emigrants was not according to the scale laid down, either in

uality or form : the blankets were thin and about half the prescribed weight; the saris
and dhotis of very poor quality, as also the kurtas, which, besides being a thin flannelette,
instead of flannel, were also not nearly long enough, in many instances not coming
below the umbilicus, instead of extending below the hips, and in young children to the
knees.

3. On the way to Goalundo I inspected the Mishmi, Dajfla, and Penguin, and
found in every case that ithe cooking accommodation was only sufficient for 200 im-
migrants at the utmost, also that the drainage of the upper deck and the hospital re-
quired improvement, in some cases the wash running over the edge of the upper deck
all round and falling on the lower deck where it could splash over the food, which has
to stand in boilers or drainers for hours before it is distributed, and, as many of them are
old and the lids do not fit properly, this is a real danger.

4. 1 arrived at Goalundo on 19th evening, and at once went to see the agent, Mr.
Taylor. He saw how imperative it was to increase the cooking accommodation and to
improve the drainage, and at once took steps to remedy these defects.

SURMA VALLEY.

5. | left Goalundo on 21st in the Pathan en route for Silchar. There were 197
coolies on board, and, as there was only one galley, the morning meal took over eight.
hours to cook. The emigrants did not seem satisfied with the quantity, and all, young and
old, clamoured for more out of a small quantity which remained. Some of the children,
I might truthfully say most of them, were little better than skeletons. 1 had to order
milk to be distributed to some of the children, they were in such a debilitated condition.
The morning meal was not given till 12-15 p.m. 1 ordered the medical officer to let
me see the evening meal, and to inform me when ready. I visited the cook-room at
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6-30 p.m., and again at 7-15 p.m., and the meal was not then ready. I was having
my dinner and heard a commotion, so finished quickly, thinking it was the coolies
preparing for their meal, and went out at 8-:0, ie, about ten minutes after the
commotion, to find the meal had been given, which was impossible in so short a time.
On enquiry, I was informed that the meal had been given, and not to all, or nearly all,

and that the commotion was the coolies crying. - Thi i
¢ . s | believed to be the
of course reprimanded the medical officer. e truth, and |

6. There are three classes of emigrants on board .
(1) Act-I emigrants, who are fed on board.
(2) Free coolies, who also are fed on board,

* (3) Free coolies, who are not fed, but go as third-class passengers and feed
themselves, or rather are supposed to be fed by sardars,

No registers are kept, and fio way-bill, as the coolies -are mos

There is thus no record of sickness or dgath amongst emigrants. A bgtychfr:fe;gbzgl;{:;
under charge of Lachan Dasrad from Ghazipur, complained to me they had received
no food. The sardar, Lachan Dasrad, informed me he gave Rs. 25 toa Babu at
Goalundo, and that the Doctor Babu on board was to feed them. The Doctor Babu
fsaud they refused to take their food, asit was against their caste, and wanted dry
ood. On enquiry, I found they were chiefly Chamars and Bors, and could have no caste
prejudices, and, in fact, they did eat cooked food afterwards. This convinces me it
1s a very bad plan to allow emigrants to go as passengers without diet, as it gives an
opening for cheating the emigrant out of his proper diet, and pickings for the various
| Babus or peons. The rice, as is always the case, was distributed by the hand, and the
distribution gave considerable dissatisfaction, as some got more than others. Even those
who got the larger share were not satisfied with the amount. [ am of opinion that the
morning meal might, with advantage, be increased to 6 chhittacks and that two tin mea-
sures holding 3 and 6 cHlittacks should be provided for children under 10 years and for

adults and those over 16 ‘years, respectiv i i
) Yyears, ely. Even little children of
upwards did not seem satisfied with their portion. of five years and

" 7. A great many of the emigrants travel as passengers, the sardars carryi
but this is unsatisfactory—first/y, because chin? is noég as 'good asa cook:é'ri:zgl clf;i::z
aptbto cause bowel complaints, and secondly, because there is no supervision and the
probability is that a very small quantity is given. The prescribed guantity of chira is
12 chhittacks for an adult and 6 chhittacks for children under ten years, The tin mugs

; at;)yhaazlgidﬁroyxded with hold 4 chhittacks and 8 chhittacks, so the distribution is very

8. The water-supply is kept in large i i
The . ge wron tanks, allowed to settle, and purified with
?lllm_n, which, if used, is really excellent, but I have frequently seen the emigF;an‘ts ﬁfvli‘ng
th;:;r ar‘r‘laué%,s, :vslt{:’t‘:fm,e from t\}\{ia,ehwater su;gphe(ci1 byha pump for washing purposes and taking
| ' . them. hen questioned, they make out it is to wash thei
h;.nds, etc., but, unless a strict watch is kepé by placing a man at the ;ump e:x(') p:;t::eg:
this, there can be no certainty that it is not used for drinking purposes.

9. The number of passengers a steamer is licensed to carty is ¢ i
: . alculated
}he superficial area of both decks and deducting the space occ)tlxpied (t::)lr af:nnell)g tsi(:]r;ig-
.aiors, staircases, etc. In this way, useless spaces which cannot be occupied are taken
lsr}l) :c ::(é(t)ll::ﬁya:d .? ll,)ya‘u-gfﬁr number granted in the license than should be the case. The
vailable fo 1 emi :
pace actually a accordingxi;ccupatlon by the emigrants should be measured, and the
10, The hospital accommo
by Bengal Rule ¢€.  The bl
Schedule B. 1n one case 1 sa
should have been 30, Medici

dation sometimes is considerably under that prescri
ankets and clothing are not acycord'mg to ths scalebei:
w only 8 blankets, some of which were old, when there
o o Med: nes and medical comforts I found according to scale C.
1. arrived at Enathganj at 4-30 p.m. on the second day, havi
22 ggfl&ggﬁgaﬁad&a& SIO:Il]q:&nl(lethanclfi llajelow. hMadna is an imp)c;’rtailvtm,gl}z[t]?l?e?enurr::: r
: ise! , ink should have a hospital assistant itisli
1AncrEase }:n importance, I am informed, and is the fgl)rst ghat at w}?irclg gﬁgggiis:tc;?sglr{:ll)irio
td nat} ganj the emigrants are transferred from the large mail steamer into one of the
feeder class of stern-wheelers. We were transferred to the Vesta, which left Enathganj
at 5-30 pm. The Vesta was licensed by the Bengal Government to carry :93 adult
passengers by night and 439 by day. She bad on board 382 coolies, all-told, and 54
passengers. Seeing that the coolies and passengers all sleep on board t’hough the steam-
er does not ply after 10 or 11 E.rq., it should be considered as plyin’g by night. The
gvercrowdmg, especially at night, is very great, and there is hardly room enough for them

-~
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all to lie down. We arrived at Manumukh between 10 and 11 p.m., and anchored for
the night. Forty-seven emigrants were landed. There was no shelter for those landed,
except a covered passage between two godowns, which had no _sides, and was only a
few feet wide. There was a dense fog the next morning, and it was very cold ; so,
considering the quality of the clothing, the exposure must have been very trying. We
left Manumukh at 7 a.m. and arrived at Fenchuganj at 1o a. m. There were eight cases
of cholera between Manumukh and Fenchuganj, with two deaths. There was no hospital
and no means of isolation. A small piece of canvas was put up round the sick and dead,
who were lying among the healthy on the lower deck, and an attempt made to isolate,
but this was impossible, owing to the crowded state of the steamer. The arrangement
for feeding the coolies was the issue of dry food, supposed to be 3 chhittacks and 6
chhittacks per meal, but this was most haphazard. There was no place for cooking,
There was no hospital. There was only one latrine, containing one seat, so that it
would take hours for the coolies to relieve themselves, unless the steamer happened
to be anchored alongside the bank. There was no water-supply, except what the
coolies could get from the river, and this was filthy. There was insufficient protection
round the decks, and I was infermed that on one steamer a child had tumbled overboard
and been drowned. At Fenchuganj everyone was disembarked ; the sick were taken to
the cholera hospital, while the healthy dispersed, some to the upper ghd¢ and others to
‘he lower. The dead had been thrown into the river. The coolies disembarked this day,
the third since leaving Goalundo, could not proceed, as there was not accommodation
s the upward steamer, which is a smaller class of feeder than the Vesta, so had
to sleep the night in the open. I halted a day here, and inspected the depdts and
cholera hospital, ‘

12. There are four private depdts at Fenchuganj, belonging respectively to—

Babu Hira Lal Mukherji. Mr. Mackertich, .
,» Roti Kanta Mazumdar. , Logan, the District Labour Supply Association.

[ found the depdts clean. That of Mr. Logan was in course of construction.
In the dep6t belonging to Hira Lal Mukherji I found 24 coolies, who had been nine days
in the dep6t, said to have been returned from a garden near Fenchuganj as not required,
and awaiting orders from Calcutta. When I visited this place, ten days later, I.Stlll found
those 24 coolies awaiting orders, so that they had been nearly three weeks detained there,
and it is possible the detention was much longer. They were said to be sardari-recruited
coolies. What was their end? Were they transferred to some other garden, or turned
adrift, as it was hardly likely the contractor would let himself be out of pocket by
paying their way back and feeding them? This appears to me as possibly a hard-
ship to the so-called free immigrant, and that he is really in a far better state when’
under the Act. .

13. I found no one present in the cholera hospital. It took a very long time to get
the compounder and servant, who are non-resident. There were no means of
cooking and no blapkets. It took from 10-30 a.m. to 3 p.m. to getany medicine,
and as to food for tM¥relatives or medical comforts for the patients, I saw none up to
the time | left in the evening, though I was informed some rice and ‘da/ were given
after dusk. I must say I saw no arrangements for this when I left at dusk.

14. The next morning, fourth day, I found that two cases of cholera had proved
fatal, and that there were six new cases. These occurred among a batch of 1 16 coolies
for Hathikhira from Roti Kanta Mazumdar's depd:, and another of 51 from Mr. Logan’s
depbt, all from Goalundo. There had been no food given the evening before, but
I saw food given in the morning. Mr. Logan has given orders to his agent to see
this always done, and he has also asked the agent at Fenchuganj, Captain Walker, to
see to this. His coolies will ‘be housed in the depdt when thus detained. The other
depbts should do the same. The batch of 116 was encamped at the upper ghds,
the batch of 51 at the lower. As both batches were cholera-aftected, this was very
apt to spread the disease, There were no latrires and no sanitary arrangements
whatever. | he local agents of these depots did not know anything about the coolies,
as they were proceeding higher up the river, or all gifight have been accommodated and
looked after. The hospital assistant in charge of the cholera hospital lives 1 mile
away. The buildings require repairs. There is no house for the compounder or
chaukidar, so they cannot reside there, even if required. On my return here, ten days
later, I found the place as [ had left it, dirty and untidy, old pieces of blapkets and cloth-
ing lying about on the machans, as also thetin plates, etc., belonging to the patients who
had “died. On the road, I found two women under a tree, both of whom had red £urfas
as supplied by contractors, rather soiled, so had evidently not been long up. They
were suffering from anzmia and dropsy, and had not partaken of food for five days,

. : B2



4
except what they had been able to get by begging. 'They were natives of Azimearh
and intended begging their way back. If they had only )l;een under the Act, gtahe);
would have had their way back paid. Poor things, it was hopeless to think they could

ever get back. The hospital assistant informs me a number come like this, especially

in the rains,—both here and at Balaganj. When they fall ill. th 1l
the manager of the garden and beg ft;hei]r way back. y , they are allowed to go by

15. The books kept by the hospital assistant showed that in 1806, 1.078 A i
and 541 dependents passed up to Cachar, also 26 free coolies and 192 ('ie};eerentcst. co’?llﬁ:
shows that practically no record is kept, in the arrival register, of free immigrants. The
register shows as landed at Fenchuganj,—for Sylhet 713 Act coolies and 366
dependents, also 223 free coolies and 123 dependents, |

. The admissions into hospital for 1896 were 86 cholera w|
diseases 2, both fatal, or in all 56 deaths out of 88 admissiogs.’ With 54 deaths other

The cholera register, month by month, shows February to be the most fatal:
’ Admissions, Deaths,
January o 8 5

February e ‘or vor 47 27
March s . I

April
May ...
July
November
’_-Decembe; S e

Total .

[ 210 o w = = &

&1 5

16. Fenchuganj.is one of the most im
only a hospital assistant in charge, who I
very little interest in his work. Thege is
are landed ; those who die on board are t
landed are left on the bank. How th

portant places on the Surma, yet there is
ves a long way off, and who apparently takes
no record of the number of free labourers who
hrown overboard, and those who live to be

SRS . en can trustworthy returns be {urnist
-immigrants who travel by the Surma Valley? Managers o¥ gardens fregl\’;:elxﬂ]l;dpf;cg::

coo}lll.es frorfnvcontractors, at so much per head landed on the garden, so of course know
nothing of deaths en route, as they are only interested in those landed on the garden,

It is important to see that latrines of a ipti
: proper description are erected here, Th
Captain Walker, showed me a godown he has built of corrugated iron, ‘whi fogen,

| . : ch he
is to be used as a shelter for coolies, but which at present has googaein it. It requsiz:
the floor to. ke raised and other improvements made, such as laRes somewhere near

_ ;(e}‘]]e{x;g:s/nab*?r ‘gtf-‘Sup}:)ly, exse.};t. the river, which is polluted and dirt
up orton tube, and if 1t proves a success, more will be suppl;

small batch of coolies brought up by a sardar, who had got as farsasplF\)/}fgﬁa zms; wh};fireta

wait there, as money ran short.  After waiting two days, the manager, who ha eneg

to be passing, saw and recognised the sardur, so brought the coolies on. Thesgpwer

sardari cqohes, who had never been near a depét, and were travelling up how and as th X

liked. How can the figures of such immigrants be obtained and verified ? *

17. We left Fenthuganj at 1.q0 p.m. on
stern-wheeler, licensed to carr]y 295 pgssglgers by tc?&fy f:fx:lc;t};8d6a
board 241 immigrants and 50 passengers. All the disqualificatio
to be found in this class, only to a greater degree,
board, no food for the immigrants, and no medicines,

~ 18. On the fifth da Iarriva?qt Karimganj at 1-30 '
immigrants able to get a {ittle food, having been ivithou% ag'ym'forogxlr)érnozwz; “}fc:irt:e %)‘r?:

hundred and three immigrants for Hathikhira were lan

the rest either being sick or detained at Fenchuganj. gel;loggfh%t;te (l)afmtg:db?;:;l:ed ~“6'
poor woman who had been taken ill in the morning and aborted two or three hoﬁrm‘s .
vious to amval. Thqre was no medical officer to attend her, and no medicine ava'sl Tle-
A woman who was said to be capdble looked after her. These immigrants, after | 13‘ .
crossed a small river, and got something to eat, which was quite necessar :Sn 1|}r:g'
h_ad only had one meal in 48 hours. At6 P-m. we anchored at Banga Bazar,yébout t:z

y. Mr. Logan has

y n the Zephyr, a small
by night. She had on
| ns of the Vesta class are
There was no medical officer on

. and Fenchuganj, where there is the first rest
- house, and fourth day reach Silchar.

5

| 1 i from a
Badarpur. and here half an hour later a medicak officer arrived
Bgl\:vr:“}:\ilgwboa%, abginéing a bag of chira, which was a godsend to the immigrants on
board, who had only had 4 chhittacks each of chira during the past 3o hours.
19. On the sixth day I arrivedat Badarpur at 7-45 a.m. and Silchar at 4 p.m.,
where the coolies were landed at the depot. . |
I halted at Silchar, and inspected the depdt with Dr. Partridge. There is an Assist-

' ant Surgeon in charge, directly under the Civil Surgeon. The coolies for the nearer

i ait ti i Thereis a
t at once ; those for the more distant wait till next morning.
gea;gf;tse%:%gliraashed. The water-supply is from a well, which is now nearly dry, and
is procured by a rope and bucket. This place is not nearly so important as
Fenchuganj. There is also a dep6t at Katigora (Badarpur) under a hospital assistant
\and visited by the Civil Surgeon.

g0. It will be noted that the trip from Goalundo to Silchar occupied six days. The
'following table shows the number of days’ provisions supplied for emigrants and the

actual number of days on the journey :

cati ! isions Days on
Name of station where Days’ provi y

landed. supplied. journey.

Madna XY} ves e e 2 2

"Manumukh - o 2
j . 3 3

Fenchuganj .

Karimgan] 34 43

Badarpur 4 g

Silchar 4

L This shows that the proper quantity of food for the distant statlofriiis is ncﬁt su%plf;ir;
When to this is added the fact that frequently there is no medical officer, then 1
be understood how the immigrants were starved.”

| i 1 ; ber, having been delayed by
. 1 left Silchar in the Nirmala on the 3oth December, . y

the nillralrriial o‘fca steamer for two days. This shows how irregular.is the runmcrllghof

these feeders in the upper part of the Surma Valley,—no steamer for two days and then

three steamers in one day reaching Silchar. I halted at Karimganj a day.

Karimganj depot is in charge of a hospital assistant, and 1s al:Jout' If rgﬁ:i bg}iv‘:
the ghdt. The approach to it 1s by an irregular path .along’n: e ru:s ba Bui]din
building consists of two rooms, and was undergoing repairs. . ?r"f‘h“ no | COOk%r
for segregation or other purposes. T}ge cook-room 1s never usle o ereoaths o _cooks
ing utensils, as those supplied are said to have been stpden Sl}fh mﬂ? hs a%e. .
compounder and sweeper are entertained, znd said to be rest enth_ W e}:l ef e imz
sick. There were pucca latrines, but, as they are never used, they Niwe ‘aémi into
‘disrepair. Books are kept, but these are of comparatively ll.ttlek use. : z:xfnyt onglv th:,
land here, but as they are chiefly free labourers, no record is e}E)t. n Aact,c nly the

atches which may have sick, or which h?ppen to be seen when t erfe :il:e c | od es to

ass, are entered in the register. There is no record, for instance, of t ehlog,than ‘s on
24th December for Hathikhira, and no record of the abortion case, S0 that the ) (()1 an
must have procecded at once to the garden. In another reg(;,teroxsfregoroer: the
number of emigrants passed for Silchar, z.e., v 1896, 611 Act and 14 !hre,, or four
times as many Act as free, which gives a very erroneous 1mpression as (;0 he pr 1po;
of Act and nor-Act importations. The hospital register shows twg ;{at s }()m y gom
cholera, 7.e., one on 7th February 1896, and the other on 14t : ovem ter I ?}?
‘The hospital assistant was transferred here four months ago, so fcanhon ); repor 0nt e
case of 14th November. e states that the.medxcal officer o lz e ds] efamtc;r l’sen TI}:Z
notice, and the sick man named Dukhi was simply put on the ban zm1 e tH iere. The
rest of the batch, leaving Dukhi to die, went off to the baz_arlto c_o?<. e?rmf,ct; tehe
was a coolie lying on the bank dying of cholera, the hosp,lta ?ssil&ant wsn a}tl;er X
batch of coolies and brought back three of the sick man’s relatives tt;) (; wi 1mt.
It is extraordinary Lo see the callous way the sick are abandoned, even }2’ their bm:,ares
relatives. 1 was informed that those who die on board are thrown 1nto %e river he ‘iee::
Fenchuganj and Karimganj, in fact wherever they die, and tl};ere <l:1an. e nou :c Oe; mgn
this, as no account is rendered. | found from an official letter here thatitis no

* Now that the system of a stated daily run, combined with 2 rest-house at the halting”place, has been brought

i ; i i ;.e., second day arrive at Madna Manumukh,
intg force, the trip from Goalunde v Slkhar-(;::]gs;?‘t‘ﬁisrclf fﬁfy g?r);f"elat Ka.rimg‘anj,ywhere there is the second rest-
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occurrence for these feeder steamers to ply without a medical officer
the record 1 extracted from 12th to 2oth December: .

The following is

Steamer. Immigrants.  Medical Officer.
12th ¢ Spindrift ” 250 No
" 13th * “Zephyr” o 250 Yes
1sth  “Nirmala”¥ R 200 No
11 I L
ris 250 Yes.
16th = * Pioneer” 150 N
o,
17th ‘“Herald ”
175 Yes,
18th “ Spindrift '+ 150 N
o.
1gth “Zephyr' - 107 Y
‘ es,
zoth “Iris” ... e 200 N
‘ o.

* Some. of the coolies were ill with dysentery, diarrheea, and colds.
t Coolie boy fell into river and no trace found of him.

From the above, it will be seen it
ply without a medical officer, but I wa
board there is always one present, as
25 Act coolies on board. There is n

is of frequent occurrence for a

. a feeder steamer t
s 1nformed _that whenever Act coolies are o:
was the case in the Zephyr of 1gth, which ha

: o shelter near the ghds. f i
: d. . for cool
o when landed they either must proceed at once to the garden or lie o;eihém;idvee(: l};:::

for the ni. “em]

for di?egaggs al:l‘lao:gtoffthef emigrants who land here are free coolies, and cholera an
Other discases are nc ot infrequent occurrence among them. Theré 1S no inspecti |
when ] isy pres,em 33 }feﬁzga;txonltor gxe;anshtaken to prevent the spread of gisce;.?s

, W esult that cholera is spread among i

igl?;dveirs]ist;Psﬁogggkwhlwhg?e affected batches pass. This last stateme%t ti};eo:m:a%gidaq
o > A 1?111 was at Karimganj the Pallas arrived with 280 emi ranlf
and 8o pas ’%he;e“;';sano exled(fd.l 'lf;?ere waé also cargo on board, rice bags 0%1 th
. . ical officer. rom Karimganj Ye i
in the Pallas, halted one day there, and then returned togGgilfu:g:)umed to Fenchugan)

BENGAL AND CENTRAL PROVINCES.

22. | \
o thezsthjzr:;r;?nceéi my tour through Bengal and the Central Provinces at Goalund
Palted tao Jors y[ ;etgulhz.gd t%rocc:ledcif vu?dCAalcutta to Purulia and Bilaspur wheL:E cl)
- cutta véd Asansol, H ihaui,
there proceeded i Saraghat to Jatrapur, where Ini(;rive((i) Oo%lh :)l’l’e ?%(tlh ?:;l:::rl;r and from

*
BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY.

23. [ left Dhubri on 20th January on the 74;
good, as one of the old cabooses had ybt:en p:t o:zg.oa

hours to cook the morning m :
, ; g meal for over 300 emigrants. Th :
g?;ﬁg;io Th‘g dal from Dhubri was ke¢sars, and n%t as good :sf(t)}?g ;‘j;agood T."d well
depbt wa's attawlc«:mllan belonging to a.batch of coolies for Khobong, from &uPpéed f}'or'n
same batch dur?nge thv;lt{};ll%lz%leraddurmgr}t;be b"ight, and a second case occu;ed igni;s
, the tollowing day. This batch of cool; : N
Bose's dep6t at Naihati »s0 Saraghat and Jatrapur wiﬁmoooultelsxatlrt?n‘]glzcti Sf;?;nnhl:tr co Nath
ghat,

. 24 1 proceeded to Tezpur i :
licensed to carry 6773 and gadng;}l};aﬁ’;alg?;on the 25th January. The Falcon was

: , Th I
increased, one of the old cabooses having been § Sooking arrangements had been

boilers at a time. The hospital space appeared tgsci?r?a.xll 1its caboose could bail six

board. 1 arrived at Tezpur on the ipee 2¢
at Tezpur; having been stopped by order o Otfh?]t)he]ﬁ?uar():"
stopped since Sunday morning, i.e., the 24th, on accl:) o
board and the inability to accommodate all the sick atu?}: ¢
sheds had been run up, and the sick were landed, and th S
p.m. on the 26th. [ found the drainage from the h \e st
short lead pipe fitted at the end with a pi ospit
to fall on the lower deck, and was thu
spread the disease.

The cooking arrangements were
rd, and it only took five and a halt

Cholera was prevalent on
The Dagla s'as anchored
missioner. It had beer
the epidemic of cholera or
holera depdt. New cholera-
?amer allowed to leave abou|
al was carried o :
piece of canvas hose, which allowef(fi tth}:gual; i
S apt to contaminate the food-supply and Z‘
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25. 1 proceeded on 27th January to Silghat in the Heron. The wash from the
hospital and upper deck ran over the edge and fell on the lower deck, actually splash-
ing on the top of the boilers containing the cooked food, which were ranged along the
lower deck till the food was ready to be distributed. This shows what a real danger it
is having the cooked food standing about so long, and that—

(1) either arrangements must be made to cook all the food at one time, or

(2) if it has to be kept for any time, there should be a place to store it, which would
prevent any extraneous substance getting near 1t, and

(3) all the lids should fit properly, and there must be no holes in the boilers.
Drainers have holes in their bottoms, and so are liable to have the food in
them contaminated. '

26. I proceeded up the river in the Miri. The drainage from the hospital was.
carried - off by a short lead pipe, which allowed the water to fall on the lower
deck, The cooking arrangements had been improved. Cholera was very prevalent on
board, notably in two batches of coolies forwarded by Mr. Meyers f-om jabalpur. These
coolies were recruited in and near Mandla, in the Central Provinces. They travelled
by rail from Jabalpur vid Naini Junction and Naihati to Goalundo, so were two days
and two nights in the train. The peons in charge, one per batch, informed me there

- was a short halt at Naini and at Naihati, and that the only food eaten on the road was

muri or chira. They were forwarded from the depdt of Roti Kanto Mazumdar at
Goalundo, and had only one blanket for each adult, and half for each child. By far the
shorter route for these batches would have been to branch off at Luckeeserai vid
Shahebganj and Katihar to Jatrapur. The journey taken was too long without a break,
ind without proper food. One batch, numbering 39, had four cases of cholera, the other,
wumbering 43, had seven cases. I found the number of blankets supplied for hospital
1se on board this steamer quite inadequate. There were only 12 blankets for 500
soolies, when the sanctioned scale is 6 per 100. As the blankets, however, are of
such poor quality, the number should be doubled. As there were 32 cases of cholera
>n board between Goalundo and Dibrugarh, what were twelve blankets among so many ?
The Emigration Officer at Goalundo, Assistant Surgeon Kishore Lal Banerji, should
be informed of this, and advised to be more careful in future in his inspection. 1 have
found this defect a very common one.

27. 1 travelled down the river in the Penguin. The cooking pans for hospital use
were dirty. The pipe for carrying off the drainage of the hospital was not in the proper
place, so that the water ran over the batten, and to a slight extent amidships and
also over the edge of the upper deck and fell on the lower deck. This pipe passes down
below the lower deck, and only requires to be moved forward to the lowest portion of the
drain to carry off the water properly. The drainage from the rest of the upper deck ran
over the edze. When putting in the pipe care should be taken to see that it is sufficiently
large not to get blocked, and that it can be kept clean. Some of the boilers and trays
'were broken and old, and the lids did not fit, which isa danger, considering the food is

ept exposed so long. The hospital space appeared small. = The lmigration Officer at

oalundo, Assistant Surgeon Kishore Lal Banerji, should be asked to see that all the
cooking vessels are in good condition and that no imperfect boilers or lids are issued.
The contractor, Hira Lal Mukherji, is responsible.

~ 28. Having given a short description of my tour in the Surma Valley, Bengal,
Central Provinces, and Brahmaputra Valley, I will now proceed to point out the defects
oted, and the recommendations which seem to me to be needed.

DEFECTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.
SURMA VALLEY.
L—IMMIGRANTS.

29. There aret" ~ great classes of labourers imported into Cachar and Sylhet—

(a) Act coolies with their dependents.
(5) Free coolies despatched from Goalundo depbts,

(¢) Free coolies who travel as passengers.
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32. Conservancy.—The latrines a

onser . I s arule arek

z?éi :ufﬁment in number, There is only one drenwlc)a:jzll){t aCIZanﬁ and are of proper form
ear the galley. » and that is that frequently they

33. Water-sup ly.—T ..
filled from the riverir)r’nid he drinkin
allowed to settle.

I have only s " )
would be as pe?fe:fzsonfa(;};)ec&onfto this system, which, if carried out as laid dow
cannot be contaminatedp ticable, for every care is taken to supply a pure wat ?f‘rf{
padlocks from all chan ) anlt can or_lly be drawn through taps, and is sh ;"t eréfw l'ch
1s kept, emigrants ma ano contamination. The objection is that, unle ut oft wit

may thgﬂr mugs or /ofas from the water S’Upplizsdafscf:lc\i W%FCh
1 rashing

terlisi]drawn from the river by a pump aft
ave seen this occur frequently, and

stream andi%wat%r is_obtained fromiron tanks, which are
! good. The water is purified with alum, and
H

of the drainage from the decks and latrines.

sni

pipe or some such contrivan
; L ce (though th
vent contamination by th \ gh the pump, of course, must be aft
i So -
anchor especially, Y the latrines or drainage : ) so as to pre

. 34. Diet.—Many o i
2¢, as ordinary passyenfg(:lbse.1
receive diet. Those shipped wi
or a sardar, who is supposed to
years of age, and half that quan
that far less than the recogn
Immigrant, as is the practice i

mgg;zgt;ev:hzsar;aflree coo]iels] are shipped without diet
] ny are thus shi ’
thout diet are generally under thepgﬁgrga: :)}floze v;l;g
t%rtweifm c(:lhhlttacks of chz'n_z and 2 of mur:i if ovetI') 10
ise)c,l l;gn?_l;; but, as there is no supervision, the result is
nsed qB ity of chira is given, and no murs, Every

e Brahmaputra Valley, should be given his diet

by the medical offic
. cer on board, is Hi T
responsible for the distribution s theTr::d(i:g:ltrg{%gérls Hira Lal Mukherji, but the person

The scale of diet is i

sufficient, eSpeciall;’eatli}:;bzﬁlr enough, except in the case of rice, which does not seem
meal per adult. The amount ?;ng meal. ‘The quantity of rice is 4% chhittacks at each
::h}ll)lttgcks, compared with %gchﬁ?tt’:ci{he de;}:)ﬁts(iis 6 chhittacks, or for the two meals 12
0 be ncreased, and 1 have { s on board. On boardship the appet;
little ones, clamouri ve irequently seen not only the adult immi ppetite scems
L ) ng for more, wher y adult immigrants, but also the
ing after going the round, | 1t (s o erC, icre has happened to be a small quanti :

. Itisa : small quantity remain-
Eﬁézegl::?lé e fo;?dlhas been diStril():\cJ"I:(rinoar.lnzlhing to find the first coolies ser\’edyﬁnish;d

ven a little more. 1 think t] ' :

and the evening of 5 chhittacks. The i?nemi;;mmg meal should consist of 6 chhittacks,

or two of rice and salt than extra e woud far sooner have an extra chhittack

stomach. 1 believe there is much regetables. It is his staple food and fills his

well filled with g00d cooked ree Hhon less glapger when the coolie has his stomach

indigest: . " 1an when it is Yool .

p hd%;s ;Zlelth;r;%s })ll;e r(r:lountry radishes and ot}llberetr}?iggs’ hlee scsatilk?hlEOOd of fis eating

Brahmaputra Valle mway up the Surma. This latter rem llJz.lcd upat the various
Yy, as they cannot purchase anything Y teamer napply to the

they can purchas y : off
P € chira, muri, sweetmeats, etc., on boardtheassltesaL e th;rer' though
! L saw at Jatrapur. |

would, theref :
th?i Sening Sée{hree(;z!:cﬁli?ighsitats chhittacks for the morning mealand § chhittacks f
and I do not consid . is bette hittacks for
t(g make it 12 crlllliit(ta;cllgs Ch}BIl‘tl::cgs al'day Ia }l:it too much rantg Wecjtl;ldoglniget }lb?l‘:}l cide,
oalundo is parti . ualty ave always st feel inclined
yet even the%v;r:ulﬂ’;{.tgof)d’ and, though sometimesyrioigi?lg good The rice from
immigrants, The z;lal ils );;s 25 good as can be desired, and QUi?eongtql;ahtY 1s supplied,
from Dhubri is kesarg and QWG- good. Onthe Brahmapl;tra Ih or issue to the
the oil is good, though on ozovf‘?(’d as t}f]le arhar from Goalundo z};e gpﬁ]“d the dal
sion on the Brahma : 1ke manner,

issued, 1 was tol '

unable to distingl?isi ;}rlle:‘l:pl from Goalundo had 3 snggltlraéx:ghen [ found no oil being

satisfactory, though | t%nénfﬂrznarked. As a rule, then, the qu‘:léil? mixed, though | was

the former is much more easily g;g::tde c;lot kesari dal should be isszeg’?z’orl;e Bzr&ild_ered
. ri, as

35. Cooking.—The
they are not always servi::l:a?é?:
Care should be taken that 3 sui

le for rice. It

r of boilers and rice draj i
A, Ce drainers is not alw i
umden(;:ys;i’sglﬁplxed by the contractor, I?I%lrsa sll,léf:[li(1:\;Iel?l:i1an'Sl
3 Per 130, are always provided 2:1]:1.
properly. The bailers stand on

o s e , that it is ver i
P t the food from contamination. ylciisl:;?gg

of the ship, asis likely to occur, when at

ooking out to see if kind fortune will let
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that if a sufficient number of boilers is supplied, drainers are not required, as in the
boilers the food is less exposed and the drainers are simply used to store the rice,
which has to be returned to the boiler for distribution. Every 100 coolies require one
boiler for dal and two boilers for rice. The food is well cooked,—the rice particularly so.
The dal is frequently too watery, but I believe it is more easily digested when well boiled
and thin than when too thick, but there is of course a medium. The vegetables, pump-
kin mixed with small potatoes, are, as a rule, good and well cooked. Condiments and
salt, also oil, are good and mixed with the da/ and vegetables.

The arrangements for cooking, which were quite inadequate, taking four hours
at least for every 100 emigrants, have been improved, and will in future be in-
creased in accordance with the number licensed to be carried. There is a proposal
by the Superintendent of the Mail Service, Mr. Taylor, to introduce cooking by
steam, which, if successful, will be not only a simple and clean method, but also
one that can be extended to any extent, so that there need be no undue expenditure
of time in cooking, and the meal for 500 emigrants or mote may be prepared in the time
it formerly took to prepare a meal for 100, the only necessity being sufficient
boilers. Under the old arrangements it took about 4} hours to cook the morning meal
for 100 coolies, while the evening meal, consisting of vegetable curry instead of da/,

took about 33 hours.

36. Fire-places or galleys—JThere was only one galley in use on all the steamers,
which could only cook properly one boiler at a time, and required four to five hours for
each 100 coolies, so that really there was only sufficient firing power to cook for 200
coolies at the outside, and then it took nine hours to cook the morning meal and a_little
less for the evening meal, when vegetables are given instead of da/, which takes a longer
time to cook. The old caboose, which could cook four or five pans at once, was a far
more useful form, though it had its defects as regards smoking, danger of fire, etc.
With an -increase of cooking accommodation, the food could be more quickly
prepared, and so be left standing exposed for a much shorter period. I believe it was
the difficulty of getting the whole of the food cooked whenever the number of
coolies was over 200 that led to them getting short diet, and not the fact that the
crew were also fed from their rations ; the extra diet of 2o men would make com-
eparatively little difference where 400 or 500 were being dieted. 1 believe that when
any number above 200 was carried that practically only one meal a day could be
given, z.¢., that the coolies were only getting 4 or§ chhittacks of rice a day; with
one galley only, it would take at least 18 hours a day to cook a full morning meal
for 400 coolies. In some of the steamers the galley is close alongside the latrine,
which is objectionable.  After the food is cooked, and while waiting distribution, the
boilers and drainers are ranged along the lower deck, and I have seen the water from
washing the hospital or upper deck splashing on the top of them. It would be
advisable to have acovered place that they could be stood in.
o.—The rice is served out by the hand, and there is only one thing to be
that it is rather a haphazard way of apportioning it, and creates
discontent, as some think they have not received their proper share. This could be
remedied by having a tin measure of a conical shape, which would be filled with the hand.
It would not be difficult to make this of a proper size. This would insure that each coolie
got approximately his proper share, but it would not be necessary 10 be so particular
about the exact measurement if the scale was a little more liberal. The da/ is ladled
out, being first stirred with the ladle, as the thick portion of the da/ naturally sinks.
Oil, salt, and condiments are served with the @a/ and vegetables.

38. Hours.—There are two meals, nominally in the morning between 8and 9 a.m,,
and in the evening between 4 and 5 p.m. It would be a good thing to have the hours of
distribution and the quantity of each article advertised on a board in a conspicuous
place on both decks and also in the saloon, the former in Bgngah. qnd Hindustani and
the latter in English. The more publicity there is the less likely it is that any fraud can
be practised. Many of the coolies and sardars can read, and, if it was ppbhshed in the
saloon, many of the passengers, Government servants and others, would inspect.

39. Supervision.—The medical officer on board is directly responsible and should
supervise, and he has always done so when I have been on board. Two cooks are
provided for each 100 immigrants by the contractor, and this should be sufficient, as
they have only to prepare one boiler of dal and two boilers of rice for the morning meal

and one boiler of vegetables and two boilers of rice for the evening meal.

Medical officers of superior qualifications should be entertained.

37. Servin
urged against this,*

at the medical officer would not allow any ma2n suffering from a communicable disease

* Itisan obvious fact th an s
food, or thjs would be a fatal argument against it.

to act as cook and distribute
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The number of sweepers and cooks is sufficient.

?;Eg?;lsg]ézli }}‘)arade ht.hem occasionally. A clerk has been provided, so now the

anything but hard workeds 1t wodld e ey cieoiy ey PO and, as a rule, is
. u e S ) t '

are embarked to have a compounder to assizt :E:b';eEd?chjrgﬂircnec:e than goo emigrants

ond 40.f Zobacco.—The prepared article is issued

nd preter the dry leaf, so that it would be advis

. 41. Hospital arvangements.—A i
. 1 .—According t
licensed number should t;e provided at the reﬁe

and January, and 2
J : 4 feet for
complied w1th’, and in man (e e

deck aft, where the hospit

In calculatin
and drains:

Embarkation and debarkation

, but the immigrants do -not like this,
able to supply the latter.

o rule, space for 5 per cent. of the
Ef 20 feetbfor November, December,

e year; but the rule is not always
yl_stee}mers t}_le accommodation is insufficient. The upp)él'
al 1s situated, is the most suitable place.

g hospital space i i i
A p p cle, considerable deductions require to be made for angles

N2 Lines 1, 2, 3 show porti i
nes 2,3 ot portions which should

Dotted lines indicate purdars,

—

(1) Entrances cannot be used.

(2) Far aft cannot be used in some boats
accommodate anyone, ,

(3) Alo.ng the edges near the drains cannot be used.
The drainage is very fault

as 1t 1s a sharp angle and too narrow to

used in wask: g y on many of the steamers, and in two ways (a
located, aisdh](nb% tlﬁ: Egsplta’lfruns forward amidship, .e;, where the hea%,th)S légl?ega;f;
water to fall o ths lowcearpg rﬁm the hospital is improperly carried away and permits the
cooked food,  To oo ti(;f. I have even seen it falling on the boilers containing the
at the fore end of tho hog’ (e ormer defect, all that isrequired is a batten across the deck
remedy the latter defags rg L?i;:-nd this would also serve to demarcate the hospital.  To
;o [Zreze?]t t(?e o runninqg " S more care, for a batten must be put all round the hospital
art of the drai ;
to carry all thaelrlv;}:::edgl:(fttlb%a metal pipe, extending downwards below the lower deck
the food and pollution of th Yl own to the river. This would prevent contamination of
hold good about the upper ge ol:vgr deck. I may as well add here that the same remarks
carty away the, water e iti:betgt;aner_a.lly, and that like improvements are necessary to
 scale and sufficiently liberal, b fgwaShed‘ b cical comfarts are always gecording to
distribution. The blankars lclit l;n oytunately’the medical officers are very chary in their
to the preseribed ol Isla:n : cfothmg supplied for hospital purposes are, as a rule, not u
old and useless, whre 'the n;;%e:egﬁf:lt(}yhseenbfrom 8to 12 b‘lankets', and some ;)f therre
The prescribed scale of medicines is alwaysa‘;)iov??lgdg.o OIr ?l?i’nzlfi,t6vsfg;l?ivireyz:§\g CObollietS .
: sable to

incr 1 1 nuri
Ord;a;steh';l;ei quia]ntlty of dilute sulphuric acid, mustard, and turpenti
I n all cases '}vwlfxwen cholera is prevalent dilute sulphuri% aci

bismuth, santonine, soda;

canthari i -
also a hypodermic syring harides, ammonia, spirit of chloroform

_ e. The box containin
: _ the
;ll:se :)r;itrgments dirty, and it would be a goodgarran
ois own t;));r?itﬁnstrumentsidmedicines, etc., and too
er ; we could then insist on 1
; we ever
each man responsible, The boxes should be yet:;

at Goalundo at th o
destroyed, 0 at the beginning of each voyage; and old

Two topazes are suppli i

es are supplied by th

sll;_ou}d_be sufficient if progerly u{ilis:dm:r:crlaf}t\:r for every
this 1t is almost hopeless to expect. ’

Hospital clothing and bedd;
are of inferior qua%ty, theeddm

k it with him if chan

] ged from one
ng being clean and tidy am[inhold
mined by the Embarkation Officer
and useless pills, etc., should be

I . 100 immigrants, and these
it duties day and night apportioned, but

1aksmall.bamboo mat, which costs
anket given. After use, the mat

*
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ver the edge and falling on the lower deck, and at the lowest -
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42. Segregation and isolation.—The sick should at once be removed to hospital,
and the affected batches, in cholera cases, removed from the general mass of coolies and
brought aft near the hospital and away from the unaffected batches. They would thus
.0 a certain extent be segregated, and be handy for the administration of prophylactics

morning and evening.

- The sick are shut off from the healthy by a purdah and a fixed or moveable hurdle.
I think it would be a good arrangement to have the space immediately adjoining the
hospital looked on as a segregation space only, to be occupied by affected batches
of emigrants, or if they are too great in number, then only by the immediate relations
of the patients, and shut them off to a certain extent from contact with the generzﬁ i
public by putting up a moveable hurdle. The hospital for isolating cases 1S shut o
by a purdah, but 1 do not think a purdah is necessary for the. segregation Epa.ce.
The hospital is apt to be cold, if the purdah round is not in good order and .ftu;:g
properly, and draughts of chilly air will, of course, play on the patients. Even i t 3

urdak is good and fits properly, the hospital may be too cold for severe cases. an
i/[r. Taylor tells me, if it 1s thought advisable, he could arrange to heat the hospital
with steam pipes. 1 think, as this is practicable, that it 1s certainly adylsable, as warmth
is very essential in certain cases, and there may be danger of fire in using stoves.

2. Sanitation, cleanliness, etc.— L'here is, as arule, a sufficiency of disinfectants on
hoard ~and the decks are fairly clean, though not as clean as one would like. The drain-
age, as | have said, in almost every case requires improvement. The coolies wash
themselves and their clothes on the lower deck aft. In some steamers there Is
also a little room with a shower bath, which the females can use for washing  their
clothes, as is necessary at certain periods, when privacy 1s required. This 1s a
move in the right direction, Of course, when a woman wishes to wash a stained
cloth, she may get privacy in the female latrine to washit, but it 1s much better
to have a private room for it. The water for washing purposes 18 pumped up from the

river, and is handy. . .
44. In addition to the foregoing recommendations, 1 would add that it would increase
the efficiency of the supervision and result in the rules as laid down being .enforced 1f——‘v
(1) All Government officers of whatever department were asked to inspect when:
: ever they happened to be on board ; e -
(a) A Military Assistant Surgeon or officer Belonging to the Indian Medical Servige - .
was appointed as a permanent inspector of emigration between Goalundo and-~
Dibrugarh to report on the various depbts alang.the route, as well as thes" 4
steamers. The portion of the joumi;e;st under supervision is that ‘between
Goalundo and Jatrapur, as fewpassengers and mo Government officials, as a
rule, travel that way. Between Dhubri and Dibrugarh- there are generally

passengers and frequently Government officers, who could at least inspect
the distribution of food. |
(3) What would insure, however, I believe, better supergisigﬁw and better treatment
“for the emigrant, would be to make the welfare ofithe “emigrant an important
‘tem in the emolument of the medical officers. I would make the pay of the
medical officer of the steamer a fixed one at Rs. 757" Rs. 100 per mensem,
according to service and qualifications. In addition to’ his fixed salaty, 1
would give him four annas a head for every emigrant landed above Dhubri in
ood health, but would deduct Rs. 10 for every death on board and Rs. 5
or every emigrant landed sick. In this way a medical officer making
two trips, and taking, say, 600 coolies, would receive Rs, 150 a month in
addition to his pay if all were landed in health, but if mady deaths occurred,
or many sick were landed, he would receive very ,rlxttle, if any, extra

remuneration. - e
45. All these remarks concerning mail steamers apply to the Brahmaputra Valley
as wel? as to the Surma Valley from Goalundo to Enathgan;.

' Mr. Taylor, Superintendent of the Mail Service, most willing not
46. 1 have found y d;tionps, but eager $o0 assist in suggesting improvements,

only to carry out any recommen 1 : ents,
to getter thg welfare of the emigrants on his mail steamers, and_ I have to thank him
for the expeditious manner in which he has carried out the improvements in cooking and

-drainage pointed out to him by me. L
. 47. (b) FrROM ENATHGAN] TO SqunAR.—The steamers plying are small and are -
called feeder steamers, They are of two sizes. The larger run tmym Enathganj to Fen-
chuganj, and occasionally as far as Karimganj, the smaller fin from Fenchuganj
to Silchar. 'I"hey have many grave defects, and are quite unsuited fgr carrying im-

migrants, except as day boats. ‘ . | .
| 4 : | N ) \_-ﬁ“'w
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8. ] i
pass ét] gefsvc}(::;ﬁtidﬁjhog.-aThey are licensed to carry passengers at 6 superficial feet per
S }i'n g by day and g feet by night. ~ They were, to all purposes, pl ?n
2y mght, yet feety g passengers according to the day scale. Even the amgunt :)fpsy .
e oned, Jeet, v&§s uot given, for the method of calculation includes a consid Pa!lﬁe
nnot be used. The consequence was that there was not suﬁicir:esnlt e:gon?

for all to lie down at ni
ht. :
and the number calculated gccordior:g{y t he space actually available should be measured,

o. Water- _ :
was Sse d z‘t\lesr ti’;”giy- There were no Iron tanks on board, and water from the rive
sent up, 1 saw them er Witer.‘s filthy, this was a great defect. Iron tanks have be .
 they would be vou orlxlt he river bank, and the agent at Fenchuganj assured me then
from the tanks of the | all the steamers, and that they would be filled with pur o
where necessary, be :;.irl%ed mail steamer at Enathganj before leaving, They Eoufdwa;ter
water, »pmtected" it e ; at Karimgan], where there is a fine, large tank of also,
tank 35 some distancs fropo Etxon. This _wquld, however, be a bi;g undertakin ° asp;ll:e
could nof be put down am'tbe hd¢, and it is questionable whether a Norton t%b / 1?
if successful. lf'Wate;-cs 135 eing tried at Fenchuganj, which would be more conv nien,
tion of the feeder ctere an beobtained at Fenchuganj and Karimganj, it will avert %ment,
water-supply at two imlr:‘lf’erxt.:ir:: {i“ up the tanks at Enathganj, and ‘will insure a et(;::(i
water of the.river, Places, which are at present only supplied by the pollguted
51. Diet~The diet, where it | fed. i
modation ; ~ 3 e diel, where it 1s supplied, is a dry one, as therei i
cases no éi:?;? iﬁhe zfearrﬁers had many pf them no):nedical oﬂicers &z:eoo‘}v(:;g_accom-
and Fenchugani 3 b nather fact was noticeable, 7.e., that from Ena;hgani to Marlxn sulc{:h
Sealtek, Jatinga mys%siipply was given, to Karimganj 14 days’ supply, and to B 51 mukh
took 24 days to:"Kaﬁmc ar 3 days’ supply. The journey from Enathganj, a Ia falrpur,
ganj), over 3 to Badarpur, Sealtek, and ]atinga,%nc{’4 io Si?cuh[:g,

o the amount supplied’ ite i
. plied was quite e o
per adult and 3 chhittacks forqchi]d;!;(_iequate" Chira is given, 6 chhittacks per meal

. . e mu S th i i i 1

' 52. Hospital, ete.~~Th i . :
- medical officer. no. mwdie: ere was no hospital, and in man
%;;ﬁk, and theﬁé"v?af’fgﬁgii’rﬁnff‘l,‘;f°°§ Id E here was not Zuﬁ?sﬁitagritgiéﬁnsﬁgﬁﬁ'é the
ere the immigtants were franch e child having fallen overboard c
a"ﬁngemcnt_;f;r&ags mm’g:mfpe& as at Fenchuganj, ar:doilreta?:eczi be;(}e]r;r: ;?a\zned.
Watersup‘%:l}:‘bs“c%smlmgg»ncy . g them, nor any sanitary precautior’ls as regardzg
" 58 When™in Calcu o
Navigaton comé';n?‘f‘}fi“ ta, I pointed out to the Agents of the India G
»imited, the defects of this line, and suggested, as :netza‘LSteam
, porary

solution, while the rive;

g € rivet g i :

Tprovements : 1s too low to permit of the mail-boats being used, the followin
, g

« (7 . s
%2% }lio;%lél?é:l?&%e for segregation of the sick to be provided
" (3) Protection - cer and stores to accompany each )
, | of tpper deck. Y each steamer.
f:*; %,“éfm““ﬁ"?‘ascammodation.
(3) A reat- J(?s';%?ﬁqu““tity to be kept on board
(7) Cooked meal r-coglies to be provided at night st i
(8) The day eals to be provided at the night stat; ations.
ay’s rua 16 bo * an easy day's > un
54' A e d et v g .
Companiesp;p nded is copy ,Qf‘ a letter received from the Agents of the two River S
' 0 River Steam

To the Joint Agent, Fe . No. .316, dated Calcutta, the r1th January 1897,

t'g?i:s:zog o‘mce'r. En’ﬁth‘éii?"tﬁ’é‘s&'f° Su&erintendem Goalundo, the E
nt. Goalundo. ) Y -Agent, Madna, the Sub A » the Engi

~Agent, Manumy

Dr. Campbell, the Speci
pres‘ent system of éOO]ie emp.ecm.l. Ofﬁcer deputed by Gove . ;
P eduiee Asten _gmnﬁon’gratmn’ has called upon ug, « roment to inspect and report on the:
ialg at : ) , and points out the followi p ich_
ing detals which,

(1) Hospital space
(3) A med Space for the segregation of the sick.

cal offic
fficer and stores to accompany each steamer

neering Department, the
h, and the Mail Superin-

-
See note to paragraph zo,

It is eaten mixed with a little water taken from

" so as not to run forward where the healthy coolies 2
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(3) Canvas bulwark for protection on the upper decks.
(4) Increased latrine accommodation.

(5) Dry food (ckira) to be kept on board.
(6) A cooked meal to be supplied at the night station of the feeder service.

(7) Rest: house for coolies at the night station.

Taking these in order: ‘

(1) Hospital for the sick.—This can best be done by removing the superstructure of the
serang's and clerk’s cabins on the after part of the upper deck, leaving the false flooring which is
laid over the tillers and steering chains.

The arrangement at present is thus—

Clerk. Urinal. Serang.

As there must be somz kind of W. C. for male European passengers when ladies are on

board, the arrangement should be thus—

Urinal. ' Hospital (open).

Space must be provided on the lower deck for the serang and clerk; the superstructure of
the upper deck cabins could be used for this, transferring them to space immediately abaft the
boiler. This appears the only available place where the cabins could be erected.

(2) Medical Officer—A Doctor Babu, who would care for the sick and attend to the clerical
duties of the steamer, should be engaged. The Traffic Superintendent should secure men as
early as possible and send them to Fenchuganj to take up their duties, relieving the clerks at
present on the feeders, We will send up six medical chests from Calcutta fitted to Government

standard for this purpose.

We understand five medical officers are now on the spot.
cannot provide him, please advise Calcutta by telegram tomorrow,
secure one through the servant’s agency or otherwise.

3) Canvas bulwarks.—This is a simple matter ;
canvas, battens, etc., for this.
L A . .

(4) There is no room to make another latrine within the steamer, so light portable latrines
will be sent, one for each steamer. These should be slung over the side whenever there are a
large number of passengers on board. We will send these up from Calcutta.

(5) Dry food (chira) should be kept by the messing contractors, under the supervision of the
medical officer, in sufficient quantity to provide a day's sapply in case of the steamer being delayed
(by grounding, etc.) over the schedule time.

(6) Arrangements will be made by the Agent at Goalundo to telegraph to Balaganj the
number of coolics going forward by that day’s steamer. On receipt of this information, the
contractor’s agent at Balaganj will provide a cooked meal for the coolies, which should be ready

on their arrival.

(7) A rest-house is to be built at Balaganj,
all coolies will discmbark, have their evening
re-embarking at daylight the following morning.
Enathgan] at about noon, and all passengers must
and despatched in time to reach Balaganj by dark.

The above is a general synopsis for the various points agreed upon in consultation with Dr.

Campbell, and detailed instructions will follow on such matters as require amplification.

P.S.—Any necessary modification may be made in consultation with Mr. Steven, who
_proceeds up to-night.
_ The site selected for the hospital is the most suitable. It should be as much

as possible shut off from the general space, and the drainage from it properly directed,
re and not to fall on the lower deck

to the danger of contaminating the food of the crew, or the cargo which may be on
board. Each steamer must have a medical officer. I sez only six are sanctioned by
the Company, but there are surely more than six feeders plying. The canvas
suggested by the Company as a protection for the upper deck seems to be sufficient.

The portable latrines, as suggested, appear suitable. I suggested Fenchuganj,* where
the agent had already put up an iron shed, and where experiments were being made
to get good water by a Norton tube pump, and Karimganj, as the night stations where
rest-houses should be built, Their location depends on the ghstance the steamers can
run, and an easy day’s run should be fixed. As the Companies have ;sele_cted Balaggnj
for the first night rest-house, the mail steamer to Enathganj must be timed to arrive
there at least four hours earlier than it does now. The secongi night res.t-house wpuld,
1 imagine, be at Karimganj, but I have not been informed ; it may possibly be higher
up. The necessary cooking accommodation and utensils, cooks, etc., shoulq be supplied
‘bg’ the Companies, also latrines with a proper staff. A meal of cooked rice and dal
should be provided on arival at the rest-house. The following morning, before
have learned that Fenchuganj and Karimganj,
night station has been abandoned.

One more is required : if Goalundo
and we will endeavour to

the men sent up from Calcutta will take

and immediately on arrival of the up feeder
meal, and sleep in the rest-house for the night,
The Goalundo steamers will be timed to reach
be transferred to the through feeder at once

® Since the above was written, 1 as suggested by me, have beea

selected as night stations, and that the Balaganj
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embarkation, a cooked meal of rice and vegetables should be given. The da/ has been
placed in the evening meal, as it takes so much longer to cook than the vegetables that

it probably could not be got ready early enough in the morning. The day’s run should -

be one that can be easily accomplished in a day.
as to give the immi
good night’s rest,

accommodation ma

: On this hinges the whole scheme, so
grants time to have their evening meal in proper time and have a
By this scheme, the feeder steamers will really ply by day only, and
_ y be allowed at 6 feet per adult, the space aliowed for travelling by
day. If this arrangement had not been made, it would have been necessary to double
the number of steamers, as, besides providing much larger space per adult, various
alterations in the steamers, which would have diminished their carrying capacity, would
have been necessary, such as the provision of cooking accommodation and proper latrines
and washing arrangements. The sick can be landed at Fenchuganj® early the following
morning, so would only be detained a few hours (the night) on board, where they
would be quite separate from the healthy, who would sleep ashore. There is of course the
danger of absconders, but this is not great, as the coolies are mostly free, and in the case
of Act-1 immigrants they might be allowed to remain on board if their numbers are few
as 1s generally the case.” It would be advisable, however, to limit this right to sleep on
board to only a'certain number, at the outside % or % of the number which the steamers
are licensed to carry by day. By landing the immigrants every evening and embarking
the following morning the decks can be kept clean, and the coolies made comfortable.
The details of the scheme want to be carefully worked out, as regards housing, dieting,
conservancy, and water-supply. [ believe, if the above arrangements are properly
carried out and supervised, that it is the only practical way of ow;ercoming the natural

difficulties of river traffic during the cold-weather months, when mail steamers are
unable to ply.

III—-DEPOTS AND DEBARKATION GHATS.

56. Ajabpur.—~Some immigrants are disembarked at Ajabpur, I believe, but their
numbers are not great, and it is not necessary to have a depot here, though there should
be a shelter, as should indeed be the case at every ghd¢ where immigrants are dis-

embarked. I was informed that new gardens were being opened out in Ti
that coplies would land here for them.g S Open s Tipperah, and

57. Madna.—~This is the first important landing place for immigrants after leaving

Goalundo. . Itis situated in Habiganj subdivision ; and is 16 miles from Habiganj.
This ghdt is well below Enathganj, so the large mail steamers can bring immigants here
the whole of the year. There is no depdt here. As this is likely to be an important
place, I think there should be a depot under the charge of a hospital assistant, who
should land the coolies for Madna and disembark any cholera cases for treatment and
segregation, and so prevent the necessity of transferring them to feeder steamers. He
should alse pass any coolies to be landed at places between Madna and Fenchuganj.

58. Manumukh.—Immigrants disembark here for ardens i
; nbark n the South Sylh
subdivision. There is no shelter. The Immigrants are l%lnded late in the "ec:'léning,yaneti

have to sleep exposed to the cold
have to sl cosIt) . a;dcoar;: ‘;Ie‘t:;rei should be a shelter erected. These shelters

: : important in the cold weather, when fogs are
g;zviloirét,w ?:hf)}:leii :lz;lhxlrtlg suQIpll]led to co?lles is not sufficient protection agains% fog

old with elter, e 1 |
of respiratory affestimn want of this shelter must be a great cause of all forms

’de' . 59. Fenchuganj.—In addition to the Go

pbis, belonging to vernment depdt, there are four private

(1) Tea District Labour-Supply Association, under construction

(2) Babu Hira Lal Mukherji,

(3} » Roti Kanto Mazumdar.

(4) Mr. Mackertich,

- These c{fpﬁts are all alongsi
€y were all empty, except Baby Hj ’
had been detained there fgr thr:e x:'r:elgsa 1 Mlvl[lkher
belongmg to the Tea Districts Labour-Sup.pl Arss
and has a Babu in direct charge. The othe); owr?

® Not kept the night on board now,
¥ See paragraph 12,

ogan is Superintendent of the df{Pm
ciation, which is under construction, °
. ers have each an agent in charge
as Balaganj has been abolished and Fenchuganj made the first night station.
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The site is good, as it is near the ghd?, but the water-supply 1s Plthil‘ the .rlvtcle‘rinor tg.
small tank in the compound of the depdts. There are no wells. Mr};_ r}:gzn 1st ryovgd °
get a pure supply by putting down a Norton tube pump. 'Il; is ha nod p[ried 2
success in the first place where it was put, so 1t was going to be taken _111}) an o
another. If this proves a success, the otaer c¢epots should also get s}lmx ar %urir;%s. sooh
buildings required repairl. The slqepl?g ?}aga:é{esy “S’c[eggt di:]rty 'F]hetr;e “?ei(; [;o latriges:
1es ked in the open or in the she . T Tin
;ntlﬁilsl(iorlll]irecggcgmmodatioﬁ will be necessary for the Tea Districts Supply z?ssocél:t%c;t;
depdt than I saw being constructed. Where 1%1ere are no coiwg-;oongs,.]?s. 1tr111e fmild&gs
of Hira Lal Mukherji and Roti Kanto Mazumdar, they shollii b e buil jthe bulding
generally also require repairs and the accommodatlr)ll shou e 'mflrtiis (‘;t L2 them’
segregation sheds, and hospitals should be built at once, as not adsmb e dep ,
and the accommodation of the Government depot 1s very limited.

6o. Government depdt and cholera /wx.p.z'/,‘a/.——Thls lsd_u-nder the Clzi{r: loif;ei h;):é);ta;
assistant, who bas (;harge Of' itblm 'adiitexgnfotro cztl}r]gful l:gf};ﬁi:z}.’xon though the site
mile away, so tha' it 1s not suitably situat or fu Supery rive’r e hort way
is good as regards accessibility for Janding the Sl(f,,’ as'i SO e e etan: living at
below the ghat and below the four private depots. | p 1ecte:d The buildings
such a distance, it is needless to say that supervision is sadly neg ; e © 8

inn i .shed was far too small and required repairs,
were greatly in need of repairs. The cholera-she s 00 Small anc Heq i as over-
and was close to the sleeping barrack. 1 saw ten cholera Cdsfi'ﬂi S e e o
crowding, and, owing to the form of the buxldmg,' it \\'als1 ‘165}}1 inl') glslsible g L near e i
give medicine, water, etc., while local treatment was well nigh 1mp s an.d e R ions
c v it took hours to get medicine and food for the patients a : >
:fc;et(:n;]tol‘ found a difficulty 1%1 getting hold of the medical officer. l_{hey(; \\;e;e C(})):)i?éld
cally noarrangements whatever : no house for the compounder tfo ’1j\re” “;’md desertio;
utensils, the depdt, dirty and neglected, bad the appearance ‘o Uf,Cayf Kool
about it, no latrines, and the sole water-supply was the filthy \\’ater rotmhere  ver
which is supposed to be filtered, but which is never done; the g{zéfr;aas areter.Su , but n
charcoal, etc. In fact, sanitation, as regards conservancy, bui mi,s, \va.f s F}Feymost
cleanliness, is entirely wanting. This is one of the most lmportan}t] ) HCCS,fl O etant
important, on the route, and should, 1 think, beA under the charge 'Ontah sistans
Surgeon, who should reside near enough to the dcpdts to be able to super\xs 2 erxlphp dpe é)t
and to inspect each steamer that carries immigrants, fice as well as Act. . e pr
and cholera sheds should be increased in size and accommodation, and improve 11n }(]eglc;lg
way. The cholera-shed should be removed a short distance from 1tjhg c}epot}.lcir;:ascases
be large, light, and well ventilated. There should be really tlwo s els 05 Cat cta cases
—one for immigrants, and the other for passengers and people 1emp c;ye holera-aﬁgcted
There should be sheds for segregation of the relations of the sick, or hordct ra-aftc e
satches, and these sheds should be some distance from the cholerafx-s eh 0 pa\l ot e
realthy from mixing with the sick ; this is at present not the caésef), toxi1 t eI s::ou]d oera:
hed is alongside the goneral barmacke 1o e Bate e soon ae possible than that
sooner that managers would take delivery ot t f soan & impossit;le o koo
hey remained in the segregation sheds at depots,bas, OdCOlrJl;i U Povat s blamed,
xatch and guard over them, and they are apt to a 'S(f:f: . Oaunt . : b rder,
: ) ' the manag¢ t gregation on his g
anjustly so; and, secondly, the 1r_xa11a[5>crdcall rea_\f fwot m}ore L more to his own
ust as efficiently as can be done n the epdt, i more S0, and K ot hould be
satisfaction. Only the immediate relatives, as mo kd" S o eneral
kept with the patient. The water-supply, conservancy, disposa ,
dzlt);ils as to cl‘f)aanliness, diet, etc,, all require supervision, alnd t?\ls lci)anseor;]hyoutl)celz lsjicgf]ei{dt
if the medical officer 1ivesdwithm eafy d;s:a:;c}eoglfJ 2\2 ‘Z::sriil.ent d&rilrllg e easom, and
compounder and servants, who shouk during .
f%‘;réhs%ould be a small dispensary \.\'1th medicines. 1A cvol\' :,the(::lci S?]%ua)l;;t?;gzi
and cookirg utensils provided. Latrmes shogld be F)m L. ~ndclt cqlarcoal (e mace
to provide a good water-supply. ltis not s.ansfact.ot')' ‘tISSt}‘«“a 0_10 the gurras, except
ghurras, as the water is probably never boiled nor pc;]sw— t"rOUbolt e:é] ’ as, except
when ins’pections are expected.  When I mspe’cted,. there “%S fn ! \rv‘l"m( th.e L Jor
boiling water, but my visit was unexpec'ed.  The nn_portnfn’cE ?h S~FeLam;rsgand 1§nding
deplts as well as the Government, as also the inspection of a de st emers and landing
of immigrants, and the necessity of furnishing proper_retuhrns an frtchg: er ‘ortaﬁt L
the advisability of an Assistant Surgeon being placed in ch arge o i ndeg ant ) Thc;
All the cases of cholera between Goalundo and Fenchugan) afreoﬁ]er Sisenses both
reoister shows 86 cases of cholera with 54 deaths, and 2 caseso o haVin; X o
fa?al, durirg 1896, 1 cannot urge 100 strongly the 1mportanc g
Assistant Surgeon placed in charge of Fenchugan), .
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61. At— it w i i
barker, t}?ehtzfooli:ershﬁéiléafo“v?elt coolies are landed is the lower ghdt. When disem-
o oo e have t alk to the upper ghd#, quite a mile away, and re-embark
considerably Tess (e 1 amer, and, as the number these steamers can carry is
Getained 2 dup ot lea:t sle;r}r:er they have gllsembarked from, a number have to be
drendfully Toul. Ther b . ere are no latrines about, and the surroundings must be
vader o oy There el/;]gt no supervision of the coolies or passengers, some of them
e e the dapp oufr at, ;”vhere they have to remain the rest.of the day, the night
bad artangemon: “)Iri]ere int ?open, on the bank above the bazar, which is a very
e gmrangement, ¥ here any of the batches are cholera-affected, as it is apt to sprea()if
e o whers rer ain at the lower ghd#, and are similarly situated as regard
ood. A shelter should be built, and also latrines on a suizablegsiilte.s

62. Kar: o i
assistat inagli;”rgsz hThe.re 15 no shelter for coolies landed here. The hospital
miles below the ;g’/ldot ;nezichsiie?}?ary 1S a‘;s% - Clharge of the depdt, which is at leastpl lal‘
deodt | f ), us quite hopeless to expect T isi 5
epOt is also inaccessible .as regards sick people broughtpto thgrzr%?;t Stuh%?:’;;fl:fn.co:‘rgz

they could be landed ; P
at the depot. nded before reaching the ghdt, if there was any establishment resident

many as 280 coolies disemb: i is 1
o Al mbarked in one day, it is important that these should be

Depit.—~There are no private depé

siateq Dol . epots. The Government depdt, whi )
ste (;cii);sraltg n;lll;(ajec::v\:r}: tctlxe rll\ler, consists of a hospital with twl()) r’oown:];,ChEu::S :l?}arr(:eadi)sl
depbt 1o b6 of oy a s ﬁ A lhe whole place had a neglected appearance. For the
Sopervise. CTonY, sh,ouls cl>)u d be more accessible and should be properly fitted and
buldinige and amameemon § e a separate cholera-shed, and there should be the usual
can only be of mea 5 e busildc;r detained coolies and other cases of sickness ; but these
o the D) aee il the build ngs are easily accessible—/rs¢ly, to the sick and seco:za’/?
be settlod by the o arous details as to site, buildings, and establishment shoulji
the dopat s e s élrgl{]eon in consultation with the Subdivisional Officer. Wh ,
o, depot now sélect:d ;ere 1shno water available, but the foul river water ‘but iferz
Wich a supply s bes‘oﬁfr' the landing ghit, there is a remarkably fine tank from
the rives PDY might be- ained. There 1s no necessity for the “depdt to b

, ear space can be got a little further back, and which is notc tgg

near houses, and not likelv t
0
way. ) y to be dangerous to the water-supply, or a nuisance in any

63. Badarpur.— : A )
e S 3 o st bkt e
urgeon of Cachar i : . ank, is deplt is visite ivi

, and is conveniently situated, and has a hgspital assist;]n?};litl'gitl(;“il:xl

64.. Sialtek. i i
4 ~—There is no shelter at this ghit. 1t is, however, unnecessary to have

any speélal- aWangements .
Ll atsange as onl ; .
above Ka’é\gora“‘is very s};brt. y a few immigrants are disembarked, and the distance

A~

6s. ?aiz‘nga«w There js no
cre-: . . A
are landed here, but 648 o shelter at this ghat. A certain number of immigrants

to their gardens. . %,a:,great many. As in the case of Sialtek, they proceed at once

&

Sirf%cgg'- féldcélra r{ETshue;:rivsi Ssi.ocrffp((:)ft tl})]irecﬁlpldgr the chargc of an Assistant Surgeon and

Sk, ocep hat e vatesuphy 83 o s ol ik bty o g o
! ) 0 . ! b ,

e s T e 2 pey it T B o

;etgtl}sxter* showing the numbetrootfhi;nlzefaurfgs Commissioner of Cachaorlcts};c r;ig;rkation;

he various ports between Goalundég and éielt%;r‘,vzl?dwtiee f(;]t]zﬁazll;g?hzn(i\ tdhicsee\r":)l;'zzllx;{eed

67. Briefl i
7. Briefly, then, the following are the recommendations :

Madna.— A ot
this ghit and ag\yd:l?ﬁter‘;“h hospital assistant
Cit , cases .on box
initial the embarkation register for Fhsojﬁrd, an

in charge, who should land all coolies for
ourney b also pass coolies for Manumukh an
Y petween Goalundo and Madna.

. .
See paragraph 29 and page q.

<
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Manumukh.—A shelter for coolies landed here.

Fenchuganj.—A suitable depdt, under the charge of an Assistant Surgeon, who

~ should land all coolies for this ghdf and any cholera cases on board, inspect all steamers

and sign embarkation register. He should also inspect private depdts, and perform all
the duties of an embarkation agent. A shelter should be put up at the ghdt, and latrines

be erected of approved pattern on a convenient site.

ble site should be selected for the depdt. There should

Karz'mgan;'.——-A more suita
atrines in connection therewith. The

also be a shelter for coolies at the ghdt and 1|
hospital assistant should visit each steamer, initial the embarkation register for figures
ies for this ghat, also all cholera

between Fenchuganj and Karimganj, and land all cooli
cases.

Badarpur—No change is neceszary. The hospital assistant should visit each
steamer, initial embarkation register, land all coolies for this ghd¢, and pass all for
Sialtek and Jatinga. Only cholera cases among batches of coolies for this ghd¢ should

be landed here.
Sialtek and Fatinga.—Nothing necessary, except a small shelter.

Silchar.—As at present. A depdt under an Assistant Surgeon is sufficient. He
should inspect every steamer, land all coolies and any cholera cases, and sign the
embarkation register, forwarding it through the Civil Surgeon to the Deputy Commis-

sioner of Cachar.

Where the expression “all coolies” is used, this signifies {ree as well as Act coolies.
According to Rule 109, free coolizs can use the depbts if they wish, otherwise they
should not be detained, but it should be made compulsory for all coolies, free as well as
Act, to pass through the depéts where they land, for the purpose of registration.

68. These arrangements are, I think, urgently necessary, for, though the Railway
(Assam-Bengal Railway) which is now opened from Chandpur to Karimganj will,
of course, attract many immigrants, as it passes through many of the gardens, yet
the river will always secure a certain number. In the event of cholera being prevalent,
and of a severe epidemic form, on the river, and the arrangements there still remaining
of an unsatisfactory nature, it would be advisable to at once sanction the Assam-Bengal
Railway as an alternative route, the coolies being taken by steamer from Goalundo to
Chandpur and then by rail to Karimganj and Badarpur. This would necessitate a
depdt at Chandpur, and proper medical and sanitary arrangements there and at the
stations at which coolies detrain, and I think it advisable that such arrangements should
be made at once, as undoubtedly the Railway will take a large number of the immigrants

at no very distant date.

DEPOTS, REST-HOUSES, AND LINES OF RAIL IN BENGAL.

GOALUNDO.

69. Emz‘grants.-—This is the great centre to which almost all. the coolies con-
verge, whether they have travelled by rail or come down the Ganges by steamer. All
the emigrants for Cachar and Sylhet are embarked from this place and also the greater
number of the emigrants for Assam. A number of the emigrants for Assam embark
here as free coolies, and are disembarked at Dhubri, where they are put on contract,
after which they are re-embarked for their destination. The emigrants only halt
at Goalundo, as a rule, sufficiently long to enable the embarkation_officer to arrange
about the papers and to pass them ; but, unfortunately, this officer lives at least
7 miles away from the depdts and ghdt, so that he 1s.unable' to exercise the
continuous supervision required, and also, should he be 1l or indisposed, beimng
at such a distance, he cannot undertake the work, as it necessitates his travelling by
train very early in the morning. When [ was at Goalundo, 1 saw a number of
emigrants detained because he had not been able to attend. This, of course,
is unfortunate, as the steamer the day of his non-attendance starts empty, and
the steamer the following day probably cannot take all, so that the regular flow

of emigration is blocked, and the depdts are liable to get overcrowded. Arrangements
ts ready to be embarked, and to

should be made to send off each day the emigran

do this there should be a medical officer resident on the spot, who should embark

as many as are present in the depdts, and there is accommodation for on board ; this
is not done. The number

should be done daily, Sunday included, which, I am informed, | :
of emigrants being forwarded this year is very great, and any hindrance to theflow here is
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apt to tell b

A[; i only tzi‘é Zr;pt:C(at;idePﬁts afmd rest-houses along the line from the recruiting districts

inces, Bengal, st aro og in a famine year, when the 'mhabitants of the Central Prov:

yearis not as’goo'(’i ar usugler tl\(/)l emigrate from privation, the state of the emigrants thi

those from the Nerth. o al. any of them, I might say a large proportion, especially
estern Provinces and Central Provinces, are in a thin’ and debili-

tated condition, the iti
: condition of ildre : . ° 1.
to'see the skeletons they are. the children being particularly bad ; indeed, it is sad

. Clothing . — .
70. Clothing.—The blankets and clothing supplied to the emigrants is nearly al

distributed i i '
o been_vﬁ;h;os;a:rtm% point, or on the line at Asansol or Naihati. The qualit
lable, bt 1t Pas o and quite unfitted for the exposure to which the emigrant i)‘
Superintonders o Em}mp{oved of late, and stringent orders have been issued by the
2ccording o sumples 1g::uo}r]1 to enforce the agents to supply blankets and clc};thinc
I think that proper - s the clothing is supplied before the emigrant reaches Goalundo
its distribution ey ngements should be made at the starting point to supervise
Clothing when the ,hai It 1s 1mpossible to stop the emigrants or change alf then
and dit shouldyb ke got as far as Goalundo. Samples of blankets, £urta .
€ kept at the starting points in the recruiting districts s,ansgr‘z‘i
H

emigrants allowed to start unl ' -
up to standard in quanitity, que?lis;?a;}?ziz}e‘eve peen properly provided it clothing

71 Blankets.—1 am i o .
weight of 4 lbs. in the gla;r;formed 1t is impossible to get blankets of the prescribed

Iyl rs of Calcutta; and that if two blank
ace blangets i:irlnn}:]o?tthfefwe]%}l]t would be nearly 4 lbs. In some w:;rss a{}?e pirsos;;c?eg
year, oan o 3 almos bgth .e;rs e to one, as the emigrant, according to the seasof of the
dto.” 1 found thes o ook f,abe caB.be washed and cleaned while the other is in use, etc
issued to cach adul sy tour istricts Supply Association depdts one blanket wat
point by the local apams ey olevery two children under twelve years of age at the star'i ¢
forwarding depde, R ortI]\Iat'}:hq forwarding agent supplied a second one at therﬁmt
years of age, o that evontual] Yaihati, and-also one to every two children under t IYSI
it would £o berter ot e h'“y each adult had two blankets and each child one Iwg_ ol
from the local s s child had a blanket as well as each adult at the starti i
Docen bar o2k fanu;.r itsra.velhng by the train, especially at night in the ::gn‘ﬁomi
In the forwarding depgt,s o\fregrecgldN;::g trBymg, ang c?{ildren are pa?ticularly susce;)tiilz
ose an ira Lal Mukherji, etc., 1 hav

only seen one blanket i
ne b et issued .
and forwardmg depor. ,and not two, as in the Labour Supply Association depd

All forwardi i
and enols e Ing agents should see that each ad 4
PP Bilasu;lg-erlt;?};ve years of age one blanket before they rza::: lt)l?: t(:‘n;w)bblaknkf:ts
fured in Reeh an’d whichsome blankets issued which were said to have been r:r a;m
) were of a worse description than those ordinarily issu;aac;m *

72. Kurtas.—These were made of a

prescribed. It is important not only to SP"'O\' thin flannelette, and not of flannel, a:

" to sample, but also e hat thes '
P e are made o 1
' at they are of a proper length, as 1 havef fsl:;?elb acc}gli(cllmé
, on childrer

as well as adults, that th

children, the lower part ey. do not come much below the umbilicus :

below the hipns | art Of.the l?Qdy should be k , us, and, especially ir
w the hips in aﬁ, and in children of a you:g eéfl)ée ‘Zizr\::{ tO’I;}r\lzyk:::ul(% extend wel

; s almost.

qualig)?.. -i‘:qisnzzgsikoﬁs.—-h has been the rule to
standard. | haos See;yatgnizﬁ that the quality, as also the length issued, i
It should be givenin addit sari or dhoti given instead of a half blank:teu,) lshirdpretn(

ion, and M .
blanket should be a whole one, 25 ??1;:,2 E;]Sgea(ﬁgége half blanket, and, indeed, the hal

The import i
ant thin :
g to note is that supervision of the distribution of clothing

should be exerci
ercised at th : Lo
€ starting point in Bengal or the Central Provinces, that eacl
] {/

adult has two blagk
the presos nkets and each child one, als :
prescribed %ahtxfngl_ suitable length. 2o that the kurtas, saris, and dhotis are o

74. DepbtsisThers areet
are license&?de;.g;mg re aré-eight depots here,

1ssue these of g very inferio

licens t8. “Their: g1 They are all built
part, clean and well loked altér and ilxl’ the emigration officer. They were, for tehrz mos

pony on the premises, riear'whi Pt l‘ep:ir,‘but we found one dirty, and with
ot manure. Orde ol h
all had machans., 4 g Eertam ! rs were given by th
emigrants likelys't‘o ﬁfﬁgrﬁr‘hat, there is gzt v;ircem: f tc? e proper description an
BPL here at times, though suﬂicientrlz :t;::lr:: ‘OE;n:‘he n:xmbz::_o

: igrants arriv:
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from Naihati twice a day, f.e,, in the morning and evening. Those who atrive by
the m~rning train reach Goalundo before 5 a.m., and are embarked the same evening for
the Surma Vailey and the next morning for the Assam Valley, while those that arrive in
the evening, at about 5 p.m., go to the depdts for the night, and are embarked' the next
morning for the Assam Valley and the next evening for the Surma Valley, so that there
is no undue detention, and no overcrowding can occur if there is sufficient accommo-
dation on the steamers, and the medical officer, Assistant Surgeon Kishore Lal Banerji,
is able to attend to pass them and embark them. They have all cook-houses apart.
from the sleeping barracks, except one; the cook-house of the adjoining depdt is used.
The diet is good and sufficient. ‘The amount of riceis t2 chhittacks, compared with g}
chhittacks on board steamers. 1t was well conked and the arrangements satisfactory,
except that the whole meal could not be cooked at once, and the rice lay about in a
heap, coverel over to a certain extent, but liable to contamination from flics alighting
on it after sitting, perhaps, on a cholera-tainted  stool, etc. This could be improved
by either cookingall at once, i.e., increased cooking accommodation, or by keeping
the cooked rice in a covered-over vessel till ready. Emigrants on arrival from Naihati
have a cooked meal awaiting them in the depdt of the Labour Supply Association.
All the depOts take their water-supply directly from the river, and, as there is no
current, or a very slight one, the supply is apt to be contaminated, as it is taken
from the river below the bazar, and below where a number of steamers and boats
are anchored. This is a decided drawback, and some arrangement should be made
to procure a pure supply. There are filters at the depdts, but these are never used.
The latrines are fairly clean. The number of emigrants, and the tendency of children
to defile a place, render it particularly difficult to keep latrines clean, and it 1S necessary
to see that the sweeper establishment is cufficient for the requirements, and that
the latrines are inspected daily. Not a single depbt possesses a hospital or dispensary,
nor are there any arrangements for segregation or isolation. This 1s a great defect,

and should be seen to.

75. Medical arrangements.—There is a small branch dispensary, maintained by
Government under a hospital assistant.  The dispensary itself is a poky little building,
consisting of two rooms—one is used for dispensing and the other for patients. 1t
can accommodate two beds only. There are two small sheds, one for cholera and one
for other diseases, but the accommodation is limited, and the details as to feeding,
nursing, and treating patients of a very meagre description.  The sheds have machans
of bamboo, but without mats, so that they are most uncomfortable for patients to lie
on. The establishment is too small to be cffective. The permanent population of
Goalundo is a fairly large one, and the floating population very large, when one con-

siders the number of immigrants and passengers passing daily, yet the whole medical

arrangements consist of this petty little branch dispensary without appliances, even the

blankets teing but eight in number. I myself saw three cases of cholera in one

morning taken to it from one of the depdts, and there were five cases of dysentery, etc.,
s, The cholera-shed is close alongside the

at the time under treatment as ia parient:
shed for ordinary cases, andthere 15 no place for segregation, and not nearly enough

accommodation, Ordinary cases of sickness at the depdts, as fever, dysentery, and
diarrhcea, attend as out-docr patients at the dispensary, which is some 300 or 400 yards
distant, and it is only very serious or hopeless cases that are admitted as in-door

patients.
76. RECOMMENDATIONS.—There are two great defects here :

(1) The want of proper supervision owing to the distance the embarkation officer

resides from his work.
(2) The quite inadequate medical arrangements.

(1)—The embarkation officer should res}de near the ghdt, and if t_he present officer
must reside at the headquarters, then a special officer shouldﬁbe de:axled_ for the dry
season, until the river rises, who should reside at the ghdt. I'he embarkation officer has
to inspect the eight depots, and see that the emigrants are fed, clothed, and.housed
properly. It cannot be expected that as great care will be _taken in keeping the
depdts clean, and in carrying out orders, where the supervision is lax as . v.vhere it is
strict. The latrines and conservancy generally particularly require supervision, but 1t
is important also to see to genera! cleanliness, bathing, and washing, cooking, issue of
rations, including condiments and tobacco, and many little things which cannot be
properly looked after when the embarkation officer is only able to al tend at certain
known hours. One of the most nmportant points in a depOt 1s 1ts accessibility, firstly
to the ghdt, and secondly to the medical officer to msure proper and constant supervi-
sion, otherwise there is no certainty of the emigrants receiving proper treatment.
} F
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. egz%t—g:eff is n%t 1ieally as efficient an arrangement for the whole of Goalundo, with

us d§ t Ofp[c})1 sl;n _large permanent population, as there is in some place’s for

° genel}')al hospitzl ;snt(rilccthrl),laboir qupll_xfl Association, which has its own medical officer,
S . era hospital for a possibl lati f

T _ p possible population of 300 to .

here are no segregation sheds at any of the depdts and none at the d%ispensartfo only

The Government of Bengal mi 1
gal might be asked to have this speciall
| 2?6;%1;?:: arrlagg?ments made, as | cannol too strongly c0mmebx?t on yt}rlipo;:;len?n staz::i
o e a.SPeCi;\Sﬂrir;ileb:oait}l)%%isé:]onta(s; to] ngat graiie of officer should be selected
e ‘ at Goalundo, as think that matter sh ’
sgsﬁsdbby }hehGovernment of Bengal, but 1 consider that it would b:3 de;ralfleotu}lgt Ez
e of the grade of Assistant Surgeon, and, if possible, a European. (

77- Railway.—Eastern Bengal State Railwa
case of rain falling at time of arrival.
the evening train at 5 p.m.

atc ay. There is no covered-in place in
grwval. e morning train arrives before daybreak and
ne . rrival, emigrants are tak [ Lepd
which oo , g aken at once to the ¢
N & a:gt ;?Irofﬁztran:%terTZey aﬁe sup(p;r»s?d tdo have a cooked meal before ]Ceeanr(i)rt]Sr;
I rrival at Goalundo, so that f 1s gi e
J—— he at ) no food is given
Jl b egligr;}izr:h‘;albdng overcrowding in the carriages, and the carriarr:s \\'erefogle::ue
carriageé nts s beu ! elgwen the opportunity for necessary purposes on the road, and
Such oo opportans unlocked and time given at Poradaha for that purpose. 1 resume
¥ 1s given, but as I did not travel back this way, I cannot sayp

NATHATI,

8. This pl isi
when7l trave”e%a\sﬁ}:v:sl;lzlted b){)me on my way back from the Central Provinces,
The train i o arge number of coohes from Bilaspur v## Asansol to Naihati.
o0 prn The erenrir:grants left Asansol at 3-3t p.m. and arrived at Naihati at
b e e en Z‘f‘ar::ths 1were detrained and marched at once to the depdts.
bronght on in the taa 1o Nal};}er‘a, which was detected at Hooghly, but had to be
this sase 1o the cpoan 16 t z]m. Lhere were no arrangements at Naihati to remove
there. 1 vtag o Aospll.]a, a_nd it took quite two hours to get a cart to take him
e belonéixlg N Preeop([)\‘lstthag night, accompanying the emigrants, and found that
repast, whils those belon 'ao ose received a small quantity of chira for their evening
rice and dal ready for tl:g;na Yohthe Labour ~upply Association had a cooked meal of
ingin the depdis. whick o apéaeared to me that there was considerable overcrowd-
from the staion s b as cause by a number of emigrants having been returned
admit of o beiné S the e \’xr:;]s_ not sufficient accommodation in the train for Goalundo to
taken that suffiem. acc.omm 1: 1S a very important matter, and every care should be
emigrants ready to 1 odationis provided to convey each day the whole of the
el. Naihati is a very important place, as all the emigrants w
) 48 4 grants who

travel by the Bengal-Nagpur and E i i
Tor Gonlunty Deng alsogﬁatrzgur. ast Indian Railway, halt, or should halt, here, e route

: The openi .
Junction to Sahe . . pening of an alternative r .
come here. Thébgsng)t‘svm’ of course, take away a certain number wf:guviziu]fcriom hK*hd'na
growth, so that it mt?st bor rest hguses here are surrounded by a good deal Otf crwise
compounds being used a: ]v‘ery difficult to keep the places clean and S revent  the
river. which is sdmé distan?enonf?s. Hther for drinking purposes is pmcuregrefvrgnmt :lﬁe
to the cholera hogp . aving seen the coolies tal ; A ©
pital to see what s taken to their depdts. | wen
referred to above, which I had sent theres e poad been made for the CEOle;a C:;é

without walls, there. The hospital consi ST
There was no servant or compoundepr resid:r:tls-t'?nd ?;f; tht?]tChed]bml‘)d}ng
) , the only being

near was a man wh
0 was inst
awakened, and stated he vy, cP inside, and who was astonished and frightened wh
able to get hospital assistart Y a pardeshi. 1 waited here till 1430 am. wi lene( when
» Compounder, or servant, and, of cour - ““d]‘m']t betng
) se, no medicine was

available. I at last m
A h anaged t ‘
depdt and a | Jlanag 0 get a sweeper § ) : L
P ittle medicine, and so had to leave ahe ;)Z‘:i‘e:;e Llc\lJ};c})(thr Supply Assocmnorll
. moraing at 7 a.m.

visited the depéts and s1 i
] e - y € Wt i epo ha g
i : ] for 'he emlgr_ants in the Labour Sl]pply Association depot i

number having their meal i,! Mira Lal Mukher:! 0at 5-13 am. [also saw a certain

gs Tzlght, as there was not room for
se’s depdt were not being fed, as

This morning | saw the hosp; - rai d i i
spital 3 : ) O not requir arly.
was away near the bazar thep assistant in charge of the choleqra heost;})]ift::l f(:)hci) S(;a":(érlhye
H

pPrevious i
had been told to look after, evening, as there was a fair going on which he

It is quite apparen
. v . ar 5

or rest-houses, and the cholera hospital, is faﬁ_me t t}t){astfat?e supervision over the dep0ts
m satisfactory,
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79. The number ®f emigrants who pass through this place 1s very great, and
consequently special arrangements are necessary.

I would recommend—

(1) That the depdts or rest-houses be specially under the supervision of a hospital
assistant or Assistant Surgeon, who should see that proper sanitary laws are enforced
as regards water-supply, conservancy, overcrowding, and diet ; he should also see the
emigrants entrained, and take care ‘hat there is no overcrowding in the carriages, and
that no sick are entrained, and that the medical arrangements are suitable ; lastly, he should
see that the cholera hospital is in a fit state to live in, and that a proper establishment
to look after it is entertained. He should inspect the emigrants when they arrive, and

arrange for removal of any sick, etc., etc.

(2) The surroundings of the depéts or rest-houses should be kept clear of jungle
to enable cleanliness to be maintained. A certain number of sweepers should be
maintained at each depdt and a dooly provided, so that any patient suffering frem
cholera or acute disease may be removed at once to hospital. It would be advisable
to provide the peon in charge of each batch of emigrants with a bottle of a cholera
mixture, to enable him to administer a dose when anyone is attacked in the train, and
also that at each depét there should be a quantity of prophylactic medicine, ready, ¢é,
acid sulph. dil. and quinine mixture, which should be given morning and evening to
every emigrant in an affected batch. The water-supply requires careful consideration.
An ron tank with brass taps will shortly be put up in the Labour Supply Association
depot. This will be filled with water from the river, and will prevent contamination

by the emigrants.

(3) The Eastern Bengal State Railway authorities should be asked to arrange
that the amount of accommndation required may always be available, and so prevent
undue detention. The evening I arrived, upwards of 100 emigrants were returned from
the station after having been kept there a long time. 1am informed that frequently
many more than this are returned. Timely notice 1s always given, but the requisite
number of carriages is not always available, which is partly due to the fact that some of
the rolling stock which belonged to the Bengal Central Railway has been taken over by
them again, as they are now managing their own line. 1f the normal flow of emigration

" is arrested, overcrowding and upsetting of feeding arrangements are apt to occur.

Naihati is so close to Calcutia that it should be an easy matter for the Superintencent
of Emigration to visit it and arrange the necessary details for improving the present
state of affairs.

ASANSOL.

80. Depéts.—(1) Labour Supply Association.—This is a good substantial depdt on
a good and convenient site, well elevated and with good drainage. The drains are good
for the most part, and are cemented. The sleeping accommodation is good, and can
accommodate 250 as at present licensed, but there is a new addition which has been
completed and will accommodate 120 more, which should suffice for the daily require-
ments, if no block occurs at Naihati and sufficient carriages are always available at
Asansol to convey emigrants as they arrive daily. Emigrants, as a rule, only halt bere
a few hours, or a day at the most. The new addition to the sleeping accommodation
had been measured some lime previously, and was ready for use, but owing to
unnecessary delay it had not been licensed, and could not t_herefqre be used. As
emigrants were moving on in great numbers every day, I thought it advisable to ask the
Superintendent of Emigration in Calcutta to write to the Subdmsmnal.Ofﬁcer to have
it hcensed at once. The depdt was clean. [t had a native doct_or of its own and a
hospital close to it. There was also a new cho}era hospital, wblch had not been used
so far. The latrines were good, but a small portion of the drain _from them required
finishing, and a short distance of the main drain was in need of repair. I found a cooked
meal of rice and aal ready for distribution at the depot for the coolies who }}ad travelled
with me in the train. The water-supply 1s from a well. It would be advisable if the
well here had a pump with an iron tank or cistern fitted with taps to prevent the danger
of contamination of the water when drawing it. This remark applies generally to all the
wells in the depots that I have seen in Bengal. .The only well | have seen so fitted is at
the Labour Supply Association depdt at Dhubri, and it is really a great improvement on
the old-fashioned and dirty way of each person drawing up the water he requires for
himself in a vessel. The tankis easily filled, and has eight taps, so that 1t 1s not only
a cleaner way than the old, but it can supply a 1arge'bo<§y of peqple in a shorter. time.
Its chief virtue, however, is that it prevents contamination. This depbt was evidently
properly supervised by the emigration officer, Assistant Surgeon Baneriji.
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(2) Preo Nath Bose (Balmer Lawrie & Co )-*—1 visited this® dep6t with Assistant
Surgeon Banerji. There was only accommodation for 59, yet in the evening [ saw over
100 emigrants going to this deplt, so that there must have been overcrowding. An
addition 1s beirg built, but it will be some considerable time before it can be ready, and
meanwhile, with the excessive number of emigrants at present travelling, there is pro-
bably overcrowding to a considerable extent. This depdt is not to be compared to the one
previously described. The drainage just outside is a seething cesspool, in which pigs
were wallowing. The latrines were filthy, and the drain from them simply a trench, instcad
of being cemented, as in the Association depdt. !here was no hospital, as the old
building, or rather only a poky room attached to the depét, had been condemned as
unfitted to be a hospital by Assistant Surgeon Banerji, and was closed, and very rightly
so. He had ordered a new hospital to be built, so he informad me, but it had not been
commenced. | was informed by him that the manager formerly used to call in a native
doctor whenever there was a serious case of illness, such as cholera, but that he did not
think this sufficient, so had ordered him to engage a native doctor to attend twice

daily, and that this was supposed to be done,—at least, a native doctor was being paid
Rs. 10 a month to do so.

(3) Rakhal Das.—A depdt has been commenced by Mr. Rakhal Das,
far from completion, and in fact

meantime, he sends his emigra

but is very
looks as if it were not intended to be finished, In the

nts somewhere or other, where Assistant Surgeon
Banerji could not inform me, though others told me it was some way off. Aslong as
the depdt is unfinished, this sort of hideaway system, which cannot be supervised and
1s apparently unnoticed, will continue. He should be ordered *to finish it withcut
elay, and meanwhile the place to which he takes his emigrants should be under
supervision, . .

81. Recommendation.—This is a very important centre on the transit rou‘e, and

should be under better supervision than it is at present. The depéts should be kept in
a better sanitary state than they are at present,

0 5 the only one really in a proper state
being that belonging to the Labour Supply Association.

¥2. Railway.—Asansol is at the junction of the Bengal-Nagpur and the East Indian

Railways, and s thus a very important place, as all emigrants must pass through it,

Emigrants arriving here at 11-11 a.m. by the Bengal-Nagpur line, remain til| 330 p.m,,
when they proceed to Naihati havin

. : g to change carriages at Hooghly, arriving there at
9-10 pm, and leaving for Naihatj at 9°55 P m, at which place they arrive at 10-18 p.m.
No food is required for the journey, asa cooked meal is given at Asansol in the morning
about noon, and a cooked meal is ready for them on arrival at Naihati, at least at the
Association depét, though not at Preo Nath Bse's, Those arriving in the afternoon
are kept in the depbis for the night. 1 heard of no cases of detention here for want of
carriage accommodation, still it js important to keep in mind here also that ever
attempt should be made to run through daily all the emigrants forwarded by the depéts
- and so prevent any overcrowding or arrest of the flow of emigration. ’

PURULIA,
evening of the 1oth January, and halted for a day to

depot of the local agent for the Labour Association,
g agent. These depdts [ found in good order, and [ have no

.. 83. larrived at Purulia on the

Visit the depdts. 1 only visited the

. and that of the forwardin
comments to make.

84. Railway.—The Bengal-Nagpur Railway,
and there is also alocal train at 12 noon. T

‘The morning train leaves at 9-9a.m.,
the latter at 2-40 p.m.

The former reaches Asansol at 11-17 a.m.,

ter : 40 Emigrants by the former Proceed in the afternoon from Asansol
to Naihati, arriving there at 10 main the night

“18 p.m., while emigrants by the I,
. h b | g 5 Dy the latter re
at Asansol in the depés. oy is a Portant recruiting centre, it is desirable
: as they have been passed by the medi
forwarded to their destinati ' g et should be

on, and the railway authoiigjes should endeavour always to
meet the demand for carriage. ou A

RJOUTE TO GOALUNDO.

85. It will be seen that the route fr
(1) (@) By the Bengal-N
(&) By the East Ind;

* I believe I am correct in having placed in brackets the n 1 for, though that A
: a : : , at irm does not
teally have Anything to do with the mana ement, or possibly h'ulne.of the firm o8 Tpave, for ¢ ou'g el ith
Finlayi_,Muir & Co,, and Shaw, Wallace §Co. I Fnformad, s (sl responsible in "and fornaris all e mmern

am informed, is the great supporter of, and forwards all its emigrants
g‘:g'ﬁh'bp."eo Nath Bose, who has agents and depdts or rest-housgs all algll::g the route from Asansol (o Goalundo

om the recruiting centres by rail is—
agpur Railway to Asansol,

an Railway to Asansol.

ubri,

-
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Naihati #i Hooghly, by the East Indian Railway.

(2) From Asansol to Al State Railway to Goalundo.

(3) From Naihati or Calcutta by the Eastern Beng

ROUTE FROM NAIHATI TO JATRAPUR.

. p & al f om

f p i 9 élil one
oI (/“ “l‘l (.)’ T f-\' DaII]U{ 1a. DUI ’g th S "h 1.1t em gIaIlKS SllOUld.be
a4 ld Yare - .

SAKAGHAT. |
0 are situated some
@~ Depdts.—There are supposed to be three }iiepots here. They
. Depits.— . “ > e et
lictle distancpe from the station and are close t;?P oy one tat has any_peten
) . ’ . . . e ! ’
jation depot.—1lhs st _ T A
e Il;abour Sl:lrzl;)lgt AS'Sfohce buildinzrs are fit for use, but require rep
sions to being a depot. ;

. : pi4 Goalundo to
. t all its emgrants o this
cecr ‘The Association has sent : : 1d take to using
has been }T{GCLSsar)r-butl }:f keeps a depdt ready 1n caseh lte:?aokijlishment, repair the
Dhubri this year, it will have to increase the ly from the
i this route, it will hay at the water-supply Iro
Logltc?'. gsIf 1(tcxutseex:mssive repairs’ are not needed)’f]a?dnsiieszhfﬁcient Emigrants need nl(])t
uram ‘ : modatio v t the
: and that the accom ; halt for five hours a
well is of good quality, an Il that is necessary is to ha ith  the
) tention here. All thatis 1 D correspond  wit
Shﬁ?i anvyhgrneduae ?:?)Loked meal should be given. Th\S' goslll]lguld be igsisted on when
fizp(t)n))ex‘ﬁ of emigrants going from Naihati to Goalundo, an
rea S o

this route is used.

(2) Preo Nath Bose's depot.—The Flep(z]t Cnot s 0
sized shed in a ruinous condition, evidently

for use.

(3) Mangal Chand’s depoOt.—Slightly

onsists of one small' and one meglurg
d. and not in a condition fitte
’

better than Preo Nath Bose’s, but not fitted

h e i 1 f the

AT USE ere a 0 0 he 1s called, n charge (o} .

T : £ car,-taker, local aEgent G G o lish.

fcormbSAe‘d dIep)r (1)S P ets) rta h Bose and Mangal Chand. This 1s the entire e ab h
inf h ?Wts cfiep?)ts Icqm:)binec?. Preo Nath Bose and Mangal Chand have not USEd

ment of tne 8}

ay journey undertaken with too little food, as a
1 d for the emigrant.
rule, 1 am afraid, and, consequently, trying and bad fo g
)

. . l ] . 1
1 an g . o (lel roper

supervision. i . or rather found that there were
ts at Sareghat, or i the arrival

ng 1 cted the arrangemen . Damukdia to see the

89-1]H3:]g}ga]rrr]§g(exements whatever, I] crossegloxeer;ié?ams ader the charge of a
PE the aven in carrying emigrants. 1 S = bri. They had been given a
of the cvening Lralt €LV th Bose from Naibati to Dhubri. 1 d arrived at

/ d by Preo Nath 0S¢ ; left Naibati at 2-20 p.m. and ar
iith them for ght,
cooked meal in the mor £ red what food they had wi e 6
S enquired wha . ; had to last them tc
Saraghat at 43 fpé‘:]' food w(ll]ich was given them f\t Nal:i?iu’ aI?ld the bag was murs.
}vas shown 1a E:gth(; pe()),n could purchase more, SO tlt%); seon. ctated and it certainly did
atrapur, whe ‘as about 10 seers, SO : ’ rs, or 2
J ! was abou only 10 seers, .
The weight of t1hte wbi:lllgthus be seen that for ?1 C}f:(‘:%r?:t(-)sbviouz]y far too little, 1n
not feel more. . s’ supply, W ! ‘s 12
chhittacks for each, was g“'er; (fjor (}oida h\?'l;xren itpips necessary to give drnyd' isleft
ised amount ot dry ) . , . T 1090000
fact, thekrecoggf?dfgrmau over 10, and 6 Chhnt.ackssfotlhgmgdle » .
. . in a

chhittacks a day _travelling by the same train
Saraghat at 9-35 p-m, 24

. -as a cholef b :

: 4 m s informed there W Al 3

t 6-05 am. 1 wa _ ut [ had not fime L e my :
clfﬂ?::l:;aat?achedato the Railway, close at hatgétb I saw at Jarighatiand, being undgr
. as ’

it is of the same pattern as " eflys
:ailsx‘:'z)? Orflid!xtzallsogicer and close at hand, is probably prope}
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cholera-shed at Kurigram, some distance along the rail. Emigrants are supposed to be
examined at Kurigram, but on this occasion I saw no inspection. [ arrived at 11-50 at
Jatrapur, where the emigrants embarked on the mail steamer for Dhubri.

go. These emigrants, whom I accompanied up, were forwarded by Preo Nath Bose
to Dhubri. They arrived at Naihati at 10-30 p-m., having had a cooked meal in the
morning at Asansol. At Naihati they had a handful of dry food on arrival. So the
first day they had one cooked meal and a small quantity of dry food, chira. The
second day they had a cooked meal in the morning at Naihati and 2 chhittacks of dry
food, murz, for the evening and night.  Thus, the second day there was one cooked
meal and a small quantity of dry food. The third day they had nothing till they
reached Jatrapur, about midday, At Jatrapur the peon bought some chira for them.
I was informed they received a cooked meal in the evening at Dhubri. It will be seen
from the above that from Asansol to Jatrapur, during two-and-half days, or 60 hours, only
two cooked meals and two small doles of dry food was given, which is quite inadequate.

JATRAPUR.

or. At'this important ghds, the terminus of the railvay, and where so many
emigrants and passengers embark, there are no arrangements whatever. 1 saw here, only
5 or 6 paces from the line, whare the train stops, the body of an unfortunate emigrant
woman lying stiff and cold. She had been dead for at least twelve hours, having
probably died during the night. There wasa living child of five or six years of age wrap-
ped up in the same sar7 the corpse was in. The child howled and clasped the .corpse
tightly when I tried to remove it. This woman, who was suffering from cholera, had
been abandoned with her little girl the day before by a peon who was taking a
batch of emigrants, as described above, from Preo Nath Bose's depét to Mr. Baptist's
depdt in Dhubri.  [he husband of this sick woman was taken to Dhubri along with the
rest of the batch, and the poor sick woman and her child abandoned without blankets or
food—at least neither was visible. | had the child remaved. She cried bitterly, but
- was soon pacified when given some food and some clothing, as she was both cold and
starving. At Dhubri [ found the father in the depot of which Mr, Baptist is the agent
for Preo Nath Bose, and the child was made over to him. Regarding the corpse, there
was no means of getting it removed or buried. I asked the stationmaster to report the
matter to the police. The message had to be sent by train to the nearest telegraph
office, which meant that another 24 hours would elapse before it could be removed. A
number of coolies were cooking and living close to where this body lay. They had no
sheiter. They were going up to Assam to work on the Assam-Bengal Railway, and
were a poor-looking lot. I was informed some of them had died of cholera, and’ there
had been the same difficulty in removing the bodies, in fact, the people living at the
ghdt (the serang, etc ), had subscribed to get some low caste people to throw the bodies
nto the river, and | very much suspeat this is what is generally done, or, if not, the
bodies ‘are eaten by jackals and vultures,  Surely, there should be some z,zrranger;qents

at this important embarkation ghdt, and also some police t :
; 0 ca
required. ’ P Ty out any action

92. RECOMMENDATIONS.-—(I) There should be no througl 1 i
VDA _ gh carnage of emigrants
from Naihati 10 Jatrapur, Emigrants should leave Naihatigby the mgrning
train after a cooked meal, which would give them ‘a halt of five hours at
Saraghat, where their second cooked meal should be given them.

2) The depéts : . .
( )_ state.p s at Saraghat, or at least those in use, should be put in an efficient

(3) The places where emigrants should be ing

to hospital should be Sar hat, Kauni
Kaunia, and Kurigram, wghan Baun

(4) Jatrapur should have 2 chalera hos

(5) Tilririegr;hnottsllgnl:le :;rangements at Jatrapur for housing and feeding all the
e a o Ii)m sgntgers who pass this way in the form of a seras and depot.

by this route agdr tant matter, for many emigrants and passengers travel
train ditto, € steamer might break down or be detained, or the

pected and cholera patients removed
a, and Jatrapur, instead of Saraghat,

pital under a hospital assistant.

(6) There should also be some arran . .
i . gement at Jatrapur in the form of police or
;?my establishment to look after cases siLilarpto that which 1 have described

" mats after a gipsy fashion,
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i il steamer which

ermitted to embark on a ma row
o et anger to them, so that 1t is an
nts at Jatrapur to detain and

f as

(7) No cases of choler d

carries emigrants and passengers, as 1t 1S andeme
absolute necessity to make proper arrang

treat such cases.

ARRANGEMENTS IN THE CENTRAL PROVINCES.

BILASPUR.

o the Surma Valley that most of the choleta

93. As [ found during my visit Seoni, Jabalpur, Mandla, and Balaghat,

cases et egT fIr’O"m Btlllf\tp\\"]}rlech 1 did on the 12th and 13th January.
. . b > o t )l.aﬁp R i
[ considered it advisable to vist

: it istricts, as 1t is an

This 1s a great forwarding centre for the surrhoundmg frrss;m[t(l:tglﬁdlosltl the’ East Indian

& . S en lire —the one a e oL

3 3 where two lires meet . - ian Peninsula

important ]u(?i‘}lonothcr from Nagpur, the terminus of the Great CI}?ig et

Ei}{::;’ 2113I‘helgmil train carryi”%’kemigrants Leave-s a]t 7-i2n6g apt‘l;.,P r;ea 1s n%t suitable for

anway. . A i train leav -0, .
ing mormng. The mixe . - wing da
o1l aam t‘he fotllt);;l]ﬁ' is not timed to reach Asansol till m1d111ght i;t{l}i’l{;()}(laz\\fiﬂs t\vy(;
1 Nts at 0

tClilTF)m% enr];\%i?; till more than twelve hours after the mail tramn, g g

us not ar g ore

hours and a half earlier.

Depéts—The local agent of the Labour Supply Association, Mr. Considine, 1s
94 —

i i ' from the railway sta-
O site at a convenient distance from A
ildi new depdt on a good sit: ailw is about 3 miles
building a large o P the town of Bilaspur. The railway station e Lgcr'an >
tion and also not far from the t sts.  The forwarding agent, Mr. Logan,
from the town and about 1% mile from the }c}l_e;;]m“.m a1 mnection with it.
A : r, which w ) RO
building 2 deplt alongsie Lheb i(i'rgis,r-cia'ion will have its two depdts in working order,
Thus, before very long the Labo | ‘inlg\'S“‘m to that at present in vogue in 1ts depbts
and their management will be stmilar in syste L e time. o weamshile the  serar,
at Purulia. These depdts cannot be ready f%r some i 5 M dine and Mr
. ) ailwav station, has been rente I. .
about 1 mile from the rail rl'd‘ 5t The serai is not really suited to be a depdt, ai
Logan, and is being used as a Ldpu'. D S\ Shelters have been constructe;i o
re i i . ation a er i . )
there is no. slecpirg aLCOl]:\rzr}lm?ch are better than nothing. There lsd : fre“ne?li?a? ‘
y me:!
£ : . is liable to get contammnated. |
alongside, which supphes‘ gof()dh“itoe:,i?ul[ ;:~ilsl;lal1t Claq§ is retained, and there 1s }a:
the spuat ass > ' .
e O R a od s 01 - of edli:)ciwes The seras consists of a centre room in whic
dispensary with agood suppiy o' 1ne 11 | ide rooms, one of which is used as the dispensary,
the rations are stored and of t;v() slmdthsex Eorspital, [ saw five patients suff’?rmg from
er as the hospual 1o : ing or blankets. The native
and the 0’1hl ino on the cold stone flnor without extra clotgmg) e sick whe
Sysenter), yo TFeoular in his visits, and was mattentm}a anhncg e Setribates
octor was not regii< ‘ » ler, a coolie who goes
compounder, a goes 1 . tes
ate left very much to the care of a A h‘,or distributed at this temporary depdt;
dicine from a black bottle, I saw the clothing d «er three years one between
ovory dult received a blanket, and every two children {0‘ Qv a little dhoti or sari was
ther, & Jotimes. where there was only one child in ablanll )t’, aas given between two
them" >t22d of tHe half blanket. Frequently, (?ne ea‘}]laﬁc; to w0 without covering.
Sl msb longing to different families, so of COU”Z on ver p;or in quality. The
Ch‘]dreg (' ft%\e blankets werc of Rewah miake, 20 werethe gep@t Those emigrants
A ‘_’Urmdnf: zre supposed to be fed before Rthgy arr;‘éed:;h ot by a Marwati, who has a
emigrants . ’ d there ations a )
) i t are fed there. av. There should be some
who remain at the depo : s at i annas a day.
all the emigran N2 i round, as I found that
contra(i:tioxtmom{:f(ihe rations, both here and at thiixf:clim\\}')i‘t?]g d%rt and paddy, and that
supervis b hat the rice was f . th
' - bad, that the ; be 1 seer of rice wit
some of the da/ was Very i The amount is supposed to be Wit
1 s not given. a ; d that this amount of riceis
the proper quantity wa al ete. Lam informed that th fice
ity of vegetables, @ar, €¢. - © 4 ain at the depdt, but
rexlly o q”a“t;ty As abru]e, however, the emigrants 4o ?Ot ol;errcl/n'ra murt, and gur
really Cm']su(;net(h.e same eveming, and a suﬂﬁkmeg}t‘ SUPrpir)l’ the ear]); morning, 1t is
are entraine e evemis . at Chakardharpu ) i
oo ns, who distribute 1t at hes without any blankets
o gw}fd t%thc»peero with contractors’ coolies, as I saw three batc )
not thus, however,

and without food. ' .
EPOTS—
95 RECOMMENDATIONS WwiTH REGARD TO D

sociation should be finished quickly.
0 Supply Association
1) The depbts of the Labour e
22; The clothing and blankets should be up to the standard samp
regards q'.;;lity and length.

ick i essary.
(3) More supervision and care of the sick is necessary
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(4) No emigrants, whether forwarded by contractors or through depots, _should
be allowed to entrain unless they have been provided with clothing and
blankets and also dry food for the journey.

(5) I think all depdts, contractors’ as well as those of the Labour f.\ssociation,
should be near each other, 7., on adjacent sites, so as to admit of careful
and continued supervision. It is a mistake to allow depdts to be scattered
about in different parts of the town. This remark applies to all depdts,
whether in recruiting centres or on route of transit. It is much easier to
look after sanitation, treatment of sick, care of the emigrant and his

entrainment, where all the deplts are easily accessible, than where they are
scattered about and in out-of-the-way places.

(6) The serai should be kept in a better sanitary state. {
96. Fncampment.—1 also visited the camping place, where emigrants are hal{ed
before they are examined and passed by the Civil Surgeon. This camping ground is
some little distance off, under some mango trees on the opposite bank of a small riv
I saw 700 to 8oo emigrants encamped here, but was informed that frequently the
number 1,000 or more. When [ was at Bilaspur the number of emigrants who wer
forwarded daily amounted to 250 to 300 from the Labour Association
goed number for contractors, possibly all-told 400, so that it is apparent that they must
be cetained at the camping ground for several days. The ruleis to take the emigrant
to the Civil Surgeon for examination on the morning of one day and then send him
back to camp, where he remains till the afternoon of the following day, when he is
made over to the forwarding agent. How long he may have been in the camp before
being brought before the Civil Surgeon it is impassible to say, probably not less than
one or two days ; the total period of detention therefore must bé at least three or four
days. The arrangements at this camp are of the most faulty description. There
1s no shelter of any description. There are no conservancy arrangements whatever,
and, consequently, the whole river bank, as well as the surrouxfdinqs,
latrine.  No blankets or clothing are issned until a few hours before.
are entrained, so that they are exposed for at least three days t
the entire water supply is taken from the small river,
*in it. There was a well, but very few use it.
from the town. It does not reach the camp till well on in the day, so, consequently, is
not distributed till late in the afternoon, as it takes a long time to distribute to so many.
The arrangements for distribution are very bad. There i< no supervision.  There were
many complaints of sand and stones in the rice, and [ saw some da/ which w
bad, also some rice with a quantity of paddy and sand in it.
supply al so much a day, 3} annas I believe] and he of course tries to make as much
as possible out of it by giving short weight and poor quality.  Owing to tha delay in
the distribution, the emigrants are unable to have more  than one cooked meal a day,

and that is not till sunset or later. The amount of rice allowed is said to be one seer
per diem. The medical arrangements are very nadequate. There is a cholera-shed at
Dukhighat, on the opposite side of the river, e, on the town side, which is under
the charge of the native doctor

he . employed by the Labour Supply Association. On
visiting the hospital, 1 found that seven cases had been admitted  the previous day.
L'here were ten patients lying about on the ground cutside. No care whatever was

being shown them. No food was ready, and no one was in attendance, though after
my arrival two servants turned up and gave water to the poor unfortunates whs were

asking forit. 1 could not get hold of any register of admissions and deaths, and it is
, very doubtful whether any proper register was kept.

is one huge
ore the emigrants
o severe cold.  Almost
which had about a foot of water
I saw the food and fuel being brought

' as very
It is left to a Marwar to

\‘ 97. RECOMMENDATIONS' WITH REFERENCE TO ENCAMPMENT —

< \2 (1) When there is such a large number of people, not of the highest or cleanest

§ castes coll'ected, there should be Proper sanitagy arrangements as regards

shelter, diet, conservancy, and clothing. The river alongside affords a
plentiful water-supply if kept pure.

(2) The medical arrangements are in urg

to have an Assistant Surgeon, or at

the cholera hosgital, as well as the

. 98. Railway.—This is an important station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, as it is
a junction which taps both the East Indian Railway and Great indian Peninsula Railway.
There is only one train suitable for carrying emigrants to Asansol, and the railway

authorities should endeavour t» always provide sufficient carriage accommodation to
. convey all the emigrants to be forwarded, and so prevent undue detention, | saw on

ent need of improvement. It is necessary
least a hospital assistant, to look after
ordinary medical arrangements.

, in addition to a\

29

. : ; o with a urinal
his line an excellent form of third-class carrage. comdox: ar;&f;bizri?;ée and is very
it the end. This has been passed as an ambulance or Ted-Cros ,
suitable for the transit of emigrants.

. . which

99. GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS.— (1) Bilaspur IZ [3? %rhe:tnfgg: f(il;?vr:rded is
'migrants from surrounding recruiting districts are f'orwa}: e ' ould be a Superintendent
sreater than from almost any other dis:rict, and [ think tderehs e = ook upon
x Assistant Superintendent of Emigraiion to superi on ht éovermnent.of the Central
his as a very important matter, and would suggest '1hat't‘ Zach vear extending further
>rovinces be approached on the subject. Reeruiting 13' i the ;ﬁrevelltion
wnd further into the Central Provinces, and it 1s an 1mP0r‘?he very commencement of
»f disease that strict supervision should be exercised from y

he journey, and not only when it is partially completed.

. , oct from which

(2) As cholera is very prevalent here, and it Is pmb'ab_l‘}’ on:rr(;fnt::ilgnf; are neces-

he disease is carried to Assam, particular rpe(hcal and sant d:\yhere eiﬁwrants e halted

sary.  For this reason, and also because 1t 1s a great Ce-mtrjishment o anti cholera
or some days, it will be a conveitent place for the esta

noculation centre.

o ] it ould be asked to ovide sufficient
(3) The Bengal-Naﬁpur Railway authorities sh '1 L ki 1_t ntpr

arriag dation, 701 on of 1mmigrants.

rarriage accommodation, and thus av oid undue detenti g

RAILWAY ROUTES.

100. I have already described the following sancticned routes :

Toc ailway.
1. bilaspur, v2d Purulia to Asansol Bengal-§agpxy:r.lRall\\ay
2. Asansol, #id Hooghly to Naihati East Indian- xailway.
3. Nairati to Goalundo ' Castern Bengal State Railway.
4. Naihati to Jatrapur ’

In addition to these, there are certain other routes by whic“}j emlgrants: tradvell<: o
(1) From Khana Junction, on the East Im_iiaq Rallv\_'ixy, vid S;;ll?e\b%)aexgnansmcstli;nzd,
0 Jatrapur.—Since my visit to the recruiting (hsm’cts this route has ¢
1s an alternative route by the Government of Bengal.

(2) From Jabalpur to Naini Junction and from Naini to Naihan.ETh};s rouée lr:g:s
yeen usel. I found during my tour in the dBrahmﬁpgt;;a \t/'}e]l_lley Ot\;ro ’}E}fefes \Seree -
I ' av 1S route. ,
one of the mail steamers who had travelled by tr '
F:y:lasnet,So(f)?:holera among a total of 79 emigrants. These ergllgragts were dforwardedd.bé
N e i 1 ts from Mandla, Seoni, and surroundin
r. Meyers. They were chiefly emigrants tro ,
éii\;lricts y,l hey went from Jabalpur to Naim junction, had a shortTYLe}\t there, Ythen] gg
ihati from there to Goalundo. is 15 a very long
to Naihati, another halt there, and | . 1y lon
' i i ich ti ' fuod can be given, and is an unnecessariy
railway journey, during which time ounly dry ( ‘ : '
rounde]out wg)”, as, if the route from Luckeeseralhto Sahebgan) ha;g l})leen a}t)ez.?lncgtrxggig
d the journey wou ave t
one, they could have branched off there, an rney : ’
shortened. [ would, therefore, recommend for any enugrants travelling byftﬁg gaj
Indian Railway, above Luckeeserai that there be an alternative route as follows:

Luckeeserai vid¢ Sahebganj and Katibar to Jatrapur.

(3) From Chandpur to Karimgan] and Badarpur.—This is. the Assam-l‘Bengj;lf
Railway, and would be of great assistance to many gardens and relieve overcrowding
steamers, if it were made a sanctioned route.

101. GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS.— Before ending my remarks on the }tltan51tin<t)i
emigcrants in Bengal and the Central Provinces, ['would like to Tnlfmerate the po
which | consider important as preventive factors in the spread of cholera:

(1) That from the starting point the emigrants should be under propgr sluperv151c;r}
as revards depdts, clothing, feeding and general sanitary and medica ar{an[ghe
memz; hence, that there should be a Superintendent of 'Err‘ngrauo}? 11nd he
Central Provinces. Important forwarding centres, like Bilaspur, shou
most carefully supervised.

(2) Prevention of overcrowding in depdts and rest-houses, especially at Natha ¢
Asansol, and Goalundo, which are the great converging centres.

. f U Of

(3) Prevention of undue detention at rest-houses and depits throug'h ~<‘:’anotver-
carriage, either rail or steamer, which is, of course, apt to caus
crowding.

G
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(4) Prevention of ovgrerowding in trains,

It is advisable to break it if

(5) The journey by train should not be too long.
Where a short route 1s possible, this should be sanctioned.

very long.

(6) That trains should halt at convenient places to allow immigrants the opportu-
nity for necessary purposes.

(7) That adequate rest-houses or cepdts be built at every important halting place
or forwarding centre, and chiefly so at Saraghat, Jatrapur, and Bilaspur.

(8) That proper medical arrangements be made at Jatrapur and Bilaspur,

(9) That the present medical arrangements at Naihati and Goalundo should be
increased.

(10) That anti-cholera inoculation be carried out in Bengal and the Central Pro-
vinces. This inoculation, if practicable, is well worthy of a trial, and the
Government of Bengal might be asked to make the attempt. The places
where it could best be carried out are either Naihat, through which almost
every emigrant passes, except those who come down the Ganges by steamer
orboat, or Asansol. Now that the Khana-Katihar route has been sanc-
tioned as an alternative route to Jatrapur, a certain number of emigrants will
not pass through Naihaii. Of course, if there were two centres for inoculat-
ing, Goalundo and  Jatrapur would tap all. The chief things to remember
are that there must be a temporary arrest of the flow of emigration, and that
certain number of days’ stoppage has to be arranged for, whatever site may ! |
selected, and if only one centre can be undertaken, I would suggest Naihaii
as being so near Calcutta and so many emigrants pass it. The flow o
emigration must be arrested for possibly four days, so accommodition and

arrangements will require to be made for four times the maximum daily number
of arrivals,

The system of operation I would propose would be—

(2) The Government of the Central Provinces might have a centre at Bilaspu
This would ensure inoculation of a great number of the emigrants from th
Central Provinces before starting on their journey, and proportionately diminisl!
the work required at the centres in Bengal.

() The Government of Bengal might have a centre at Naihati or Asansol.—Thi:

would ensure inoculation among emigrants from Bengal and the North-Westerr
Provinces.

BRAHMAPUTRA VALLEY. {
L—IMMIGRANTS.

102. Practically, only one class of labourers is imported into the Brah
Valley, z.e., Act coolies with their dependents, P rhmapdtra

I1.— FRANSIT.

103. The transit is entirely by mail steamers from Goalundo to.Dibrugarh. A
certain number of free emigrants are disembarked at Dhubri to be put under contract
after which they are re-embarked for places up the valley., The duration of the journey
from Goalundo to Dibrugarh varies with the season of the year. The following table
shows the recognised daily run :

Cold weather, 1.e., 1st November
to 28th February.

ot weather, 1st Match to
31st October,

First day ... Goalundo  to Panibari. Goalundo to Panitary.
Sccond ... Jaggernathganj to Chilmari, Jaggernathganj to Chilmari.
Third ,, ... Rowmari to Goalpara, Rowmari to Bagribari.
Fourth ... Goalpara to Gauhati, Goalpara to Gauhati.

Fifth ,, ... Gauhati to below Tezpur, Gauhati to Tezpur.

Sixth ... Tezpur to Kokilamukh. Silghat to Kamalabari.
Seventh ,, ... Dhansirimukh to Dikhumukh.  Kokilamukh to Dibrugarh.
Eighth +»» Disangmukh to Dibrugarh, vee ver

I think it is desirable to lessen the number of days on the journey if possible, anc
1 think it could be done.

~
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104. There is a large number of mail steamers which ply both on the Surma and

_ Brahmaputra routes.

The follewing list gives the names of the steamers and numbers of coolies they are

licensed to-carry :

Season. Season.
Cod. | Hon Cold. . Hor
“Egret” 504 4%9 “ Merlin”’ 839 6983
“Brahmin” .. 461 384 “Manipuri” .o 422 35!
“Falcon” 840 701 “Qsprey " 459 382
“ Dijoo™ 318 281 “ Migi” 432 35t
“Gannet” 541 452 “Penguin” ... 436 3064
“Duffla”’ 523 433 « Miri " 541 452
“ Hawk ” o 678 565 “ Petrel”’ 418 373
“ Khetri” .o 461 384 “ Plover ” w448 373
“Heron" w469 201 “ Mishmi” 585 487
“Kookee ” . 541 452 “ Pathan” 754 628
“Ibis " 434 391 “Sikh” T 754 628
“ Lushai” 541 452 “Aka” e 422 352
« Kestrel” e 660 555 ¢ Bhutia"” 422 35t
“Marwari” .., 461 384 o Ra] pﬁt " 423 353

II.—DEFPOTS AND DEBARKATION GHATS.

There remains for me now only to write a few remarks on the depits and g/dés in
the Brahmaputra Valley.

108. Dhubri.— Depéts.—There are three private depdts, close together and on
good sites, a short distance below the ghdé— -

(1) Labour Supply Association, of which Mr. Logan is agent.
(2) Babu Preo Nath Bose’s "

(3) ,, Hira Lall Mukherji’s.

(1) Labour Supply Association.—The buildings are in good order and the accom-
modation sufficient for ordinary requirements. Water 1s obtained from a well, whence
it is pumped into an iron tank fitted with brass taps, so that it cannot get contaminated,
and the supply is more readily obtainable than when drawn up by a rope and bucket.
On my first visit, on 17th December, this arrangement had not been made, but on my
second, on 1gth January, 1 found it in working order. Twelve chhittacks of rice are
given, and also ten full diets in addition for every 100 immigrants, so that _each man
gets one-tenth more than the nominal scale. 1 have no suggestions to makein connec-
tion with this depdt, except that connected with segregation, which see further on.

(2) Preo Nath Bose and (3) Hira Lal Mukherji—The remarks made above 1n
connection with the Labour Supply depot apply here. The sole differences are that
the water-supply is taken from the wells in the ordinary way, z.e., by aropeand bucket,
and they do not give the extra ten meals per 100 coolies. They should provide a pump

and cistern fitted with taps.

106. Cholera-sheds.—There are two sheds for cholera, one for municipal cases,
and the other for emigrants. There is also a segregation-shed parallel to, anld close to,
the latter. They are situated on the river bank, some distance below the ghd¢ and the
depbts, and are easy of access. It appears to me that there is not sufficient accommo-
dation in the cholera-shed, as the Civil Surgeon of Dhubri does not tend all the cholera
cases which occur between Goalundo and Dhubri. I think it is advisable to land all the
cases, and not simply those belonging to Dhubri, 7.e., the free emigrants who a oked

,» Baptist,
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to Dhubri, n : . )
after ashore ol;cu?n;:lys;ni ”»)ﬁ interests of the patient himself, as he must be better lool
spreading where so man the interests of the emigrants aboard, to prevent ther d‘?O(ed
close to the ChOle[anhng]’ ared confined in a limited space; The segre atioe hlseéls_e
When I visited it [ fc:u:d’.tan 1s a danger instead of a protection to {hosge S:r;ts ed is
sleeping in the cholera-shl deYT;Pt‘y, and all the healthy coolies, young and old to' it
It would be advisable to hivectiseesg:gﬁ::a,?;;Olel:adpatief"ts, of whom there were ’ei‘;]rf
and it seems to me a better pl gation-sheds quite away from the cholera-sheds.
plan to have one such shed : \he cholera-sheds,
spot at the e ed at each depdt
dgpf’ts, Wher:‘?e:ft}:?e compound, as those segregated get their mcalspsu’pPllri]e;nfrrlasc’lat;d
true segregation b ﬁlfare’ and it would thus be more convenient, and there rrlldt .
from tl?e £ Aﬁlth ror}?lgealthy and sick, whereas at present H,Ie would be
would be segregated i:: ?hl 5 rer;; and as many of the relatives of the sick as possibl
wife, who has to tend th o eds, and only the immediate relative, as the PI o
the patent, would be sent to the cholerz’x-sheds rg?r;ifr; (t)r
sheds, grants

belonging to affe

> cted batche , X ct

and evening. s should have prophylactic medicines given them morning
Eed

re 1S no segregation

107. Ghat.—The ghat is conveniently situated a litt!

far above the cholera-sheds. e below the town, and not too

Emigrants are embarked as a rule about dusk.

t same could be done either ; Sary
or in the disiric 'hi either in the district in whi i
ey ettt to which they are emigrating and I think that it would. be. prefrable
receives, and I certajnly s;:Otd?lr destination. T cannot see what benefit thg planters
y see danger of hardship to the coolie. The best place for

making the contract i
5. ct 1s, of course, i . ) _
permissible should be Ehat'to Whi'c}? itf:([aJOdrltSetcrilCt in which recruited, and the only other

migrants here to be put under agree-

109. Gauhati ghit . —T ies wi
dry season the uppé‘:g/’zdt is Ssee‘g/fdl varies with the seasnn of the year. During the.

areany cases of chole ; 1t it 2} miles from the cholera hospital, so if th
. ra on th < spital, so it there
landed before it proceeds to thi suteamer, it 1s stopped well below the town, and the sick

with disinfectants before it Con]espaefﬁi/;iz.d! The steamer hospital also is well washed

' 110. Cholera-sheds.—

1t took four hours to cfé{f\.revon ¢
had formed, which made the
by building a temporary she
which the "patients landed
The patients, when landed
the compounder and servan
to. There are two perman

a segregation shed, by
sufficient. Ut

e c}.':\sdecsmcl)?“}?r(li Journey on 16th December, I noted that
dictanes tc; (l; olera to the sheds. A' l;ar_ge sandbank, or chur,
don tha sandlf cakrned very great. This has been remedied
are kept for 82 , not far distant from the river edge, in
are placed in ths ehmght, and are tended and cared for.
5, whe thls shed, close to whichis a small shed for
ent sheds for ma]ere when there are patients to be attended
e accommodati es and femg.les, respectively. There is also

modation 1s too limited. The establishment is not

I, 1 i
The improvements required here are—

1) A
(1) Chscr,r;::;s}l::d 'fmi cofnvalescent cases, and this
sputals, for it is not advis:
a
among the healihy, nor is it often co

is, T think requi
, ired at most
ble to send convalescent cases at once

avenient to keep them among the sick.

(2) The segregation-shed should be enlar

, ed i
tion for the relatives who are dctaineg 50as fto provide more accommoda-

(3) The establishment requires to be increased, as at

cook, one ‘
) Sweeper, one pamiwailah, and one c

Compounder sSweepe .
r
near the rivér. per, and paniwallah should be e

present there is only one.
ompounder. An additional
ntertained for the buildings

( .

112. Tezpur~—Cholera shed
site, isolated. . 1eds.~The cholera build; .
which migl?t ,wi}t/'ﬁtat?i(:'ta.fgl‘s tant, from the ghdt. '1‘11;])1( i‘gfssisatri: ared ona good elevated
S age, be made larger and beyter lighted an(?vgﬁglgfrd()f s’}ngll sheds
ed. ereis an
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Assistant Surgeon in charge. The buildings are some little way from the river, so the

water-supply is a difficulty, but this can be overcome by aid of an increased establish-
ment. The Civil Surgeon, Surgeon-Major Muacnamara, sent six dozen sodawater down
Yor the use of the patients, but they did not like it, and preferred water. The chief

defects noted at Tezpur were:

(1) The accommodation for cholera patients, as also for segregation purposes, was
quite inadequate. The number of patients was somewhere about 60, and

they were lying about on the floors of the various sheds.

(2) The establishment was not nearly large enough to cope with the requll'lremlenctls.
There were not even sufficient servants to carry the patients to the sheds.

There was a dooly, but it was so heavy, it could not be used. A light
serviceable dooly would be a boon.
the 13th November to the 15th

here, as also at Dhubrni and
hat the establishment should

113. RECOMUENDATT0>S.—1 think that, from
Mav, say, for six months, arrangements should be made

Gauha'i, to accommodate a large number of patients, and t sh
be on an increased scale during that period. 1t 18 not right that a steamer with an
important freight, as emigrants and carrying the mails, should be detained because

t] ere is not accommodation for the sick nor establishment to tend them.

o do away with the depdt at this place,

Johit—Depidt.—There is a proposal t )
g, Sl o o a1 i ould be a mistake. Indeed, [ think,

and to land the coolies at Tezpur, but 1 think this w . A
instead of doing away with depds, that -t would be advisable to have depots at all

ghdts where the number of coolies landed is considerable, and especially where gardens
are distant from the ghdfs. 1 found in the depdt 37 coolies, all good health. The
buildings are temporary sheds, isolated on a sandbank, some little distance from the
nver and well below the ¢/t and away from the village. They, therefore cannot be
When [ inspected, about noon, the coolies present had not had
ments being made for it.  The hospital assistant
addition to the charitable dispensary, had gone to
| case, soa compounder was in charge. The
site 1s good, and, though it is a little too far from the river to be handy, yet, as all the
sick on board are landed at Tezpur, and there are consequently not likely to be many
<ick treated here, there should not be any difficulty in the water-supply.

a danger to anyone.
¢heir morning meal, nor were arrange
who has charge of this depit In
Nowgong to give evidence in a crimina

It would be a mistake to land Silghat coolies at Tezpur for several reasons :

(1) Tezpur has not too much accommodation for its own requirements.

be landed at Silghat, ze., those attacked

(2) A certain number of sick must
1 myself saw a case of cholera thus landed.

between Tezpur and Silghat.

arded from there, it is not improbable that a

2} E i landed at Tezpur and forw '
(3) Evenilla P L after reaching Silghat.

certain number of sick might require treatmen

(4) ltisnota huisance to the public, as at present situated, and even in the rains
in the old site there is but little danger, whereas if any sick were landed, and
there was no depdt to receive them, it would be a distinct danger.
(5) It saves one day’s delay in the transit of the emigrant having a depdt at
Silghat.
advantage to the emigrant, it must be less trouble to the
ery at Silghat.
sconding or enticing away of coolies by

(7) There is less likely to be danger of ab gore
having a depot at Silghat, of which | am certam there would be constant
o h

compluints if done away with.

(6) Besides being an

importer to take deliv

I cannot sce the necessity or advisability of any change, and think the present
arrangements are sufficient if properly carricd out. It is really only a case of shelter
for those who cannot go straight out to their destinauon, where they can be housed
and fed, and a cholera-shed and hospital provided for the sick. Only those coolies
who are without a sardar should be detamed here till the manager sends some one to

show them the road-to the garden. The cholera-shed and depdt in the ramns, when th4e
river rises and the present sandbank 1s covered with water, are built above the ghdt
, H
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a short distance, and are to a certain extent on an objectionable site. There should be 4
but few cases treated there, however, if all the cholera cases which reach Tezpur are
landed there and only the cases occurring between Tezpur and Silghat, and which,
belong to Silghat batches, are landed at Silghat, and if the planters have -peons or ¥
sardars ready at the g/hdt to take delivery and bring out the coolies to the gardens at
once. In the raius, when the river rises, very few emigrants come up, and these ares
kept in a small house near the dispensary. This house cannot hald more than 15t 20,
but I am told it is sufficient for the requirements. I could not sce the hospital assistant
to discuss the matter with him. [ visited the depdt again the following morning, and
found only seven coolies present waiting for a chaukidar to take them to their garden,
the other 50 having already gone. | saw the arrival register, and noted that a good
many coolies arrive, but, as a rule, they go straight through to their garden, I could
not see the hospital register, <o cannot estimate the number ¢f sick. 1 saw 170 coolies
landed from the Miri, including one case of cholera. As the old site is objected toand
is too far distant from the dispensary to be under continuous gupervision of the medical
officer, it would be advisable to select a new site. This might be done by the Civil
Surgeon and Deputy Commissioner. [ consider that the present site during the busy
season, while the river is low, 7.e., on the sandbank, is the most suitable. Although it
is a little way from the dispensary, it is not too far to be incapable of proper supervision.
All managers receive information of the arrival of coolics by wire from Dhubi, and
should have sardars or peons ready at the ghd? to take delivery, or the agent of the
gardens might do so, as is done in the case of coolies passed at Gauhati for Rangamati
and coolies landed at Kokilamukh for North Lakhimpur, and also at Dibrugarh, where
they sleep the night on the flat and are forwarded by rail the following morning.
Supposing the depdt at Silghat is abolished, what will be the procedure? It will be
found inconvenient landing the coolies at Tezpur, as they would have to wait for the
garden peon or sardar, and thus would cause overcrowding ; there would be constant
complaints of detention,dvercharging, and possibly neglect, if any absconded or were
enticed away. The festlt would®be that coolies for Silghat would be passed at Tezpur
and delivery made to the agent at Silghat,"who would grant a receipt for them, and he
or the managers would have to arrange to send them to the gardens, or if they were
detained for want of a peon-or sardar, he or the manager would have 1o arrange to feed
and shelter them This is the arrangement for coolies for Mangaldai, who are passed
at Gauhati and landad st Rangamati, afd 1 think the Silghat cnolies, managers, and
agents, are very much better “off as they -are at present than they would be if this
change were made. As the sole objection is the site, 1 should think it one that could
casily be overcome, and it certainly is during the dry scason, at which time most of the
coolies are imported and also most of the sickness occurs, for there cannot possibly be
any objection to the present site of the temporary buildings on the plea of danger 1o
the public. The choice of a proper site for the rainy season should be madle b; the
Civil Surgeon and Deputy Commissioner in the rains, as it is important to sce where
the ghdt is, the water level, drainage, elevation, accessibility to ghit and medical
officer, and the general environments of the site; it is also important to see that it is

not a danger to a water-supply or houses in the neighbourhood, and that the land
selected can be procured.

115, Kokilamukh.—The cold-weather ghit is at present situated on the edwe of a

big chur, or sandbank, and is 3 miles from the terminus of the Jorhat State R;ilway

though a trolly is run to it.  This is the landing g/ for coolies going to tea ’
b b o

in Jorhat. Coolies going to North Lakhi ) gardens
( g to North Lakhimpur are also landed here. : ‘e ls 10
at Kamalabari. e, as there is no depdt

. 116. Depot.—The depdt is situated close to the terminus of the
Ralc;;vay, and 1s 3 miles distant from the cold-wea

ig(? (;;:pt::‘llz)il:;la“co}r:s:isf f(l)~0f two sleeping barracks, cach of which can accommodate
(3), {2) two sma ds eI s lor segregation purposes, cach of which might accommuodate 20
D g ohoe \Sh;ch r;conglelclnonwath fthxs cepit there is also a small cholera-shec
: ' , an hoid about Iour patients : it before
spection 27 soories Tadl oy foout four patients. I found that the night before m)
e o2 coolies had s dp e depdt, which was evidently overcrowding, as
ou & hed: gation-sheds, t}}&re was not accommndation for more than 140 T Th
segregation-sheds were full of coolies, who h \ s .

1 ad bcen seoteoated | . h
mornng a numbe 1 seererated for six days,  In the
g ber of coolies were forwarded by the Jorhat State Ruilzvay to thel

cardens, but 76 b . 1 :
iqrraalu ,Sb tl,hG had t(l)‘ walk to Hilika and Majenga, as there were not sufiicien
arrages. ese coolies started early i S s R
been saved a tedious march if suffic; y in the morning without food, and would hav

: suthcieat accommodation had been provided by th

| Jorhat State
ther ghat. The buildings are i

railway,
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~ ‘e 2 mi away from the
117 Rrcoxstenparions.—(1) The cholera-shed beng 3 miles ‘f}}qi rom e
' ’ . . a1t ¢
depét, patients landed from the steamers can et little or no att{,xn;o/nﬁ,t an
T 1 i ATATY CLhe l.
advisable during the dry seuson to have a temporary depot at the g7

. PR M AN O
(2) 1t would also be advisable if, instead ol barches rfé‘qgll}ﬂf\r;&g'fﬁ:ltrio?obﬁlgﬁ
detained in the depdt, the agent would take delivery _Of them anc ‘1 ;q'(,,m er to them
gardens at once, where they would undergo segregation. Thcr'el HHC‘ ‘150“ %event v
on their own garden, and they can be better loked afrer. It 1\\7O]L1 ,\1- ij ° Bq e
crowding in the depdts. The segregation-sheds should be o’n{f_\ﬁ ~0:1\Lb' "ch(; O Lieh the
of the immediate relatives of cholera patents, and any sma}l a ‘cu_cci_ d'hcts S maers
managers have not arranged for. I know it is the custom in OtL‘h.(;l (ﬁsnm oL for e 8nly
to segregate new arrivals on the carden, and that they prcle)r hlj (YP ‘)r:ﬂ S etice here Lo
think it is ignorance en this point that has permiited it to be the gene I
detain batches for scoregation i the depdt.

) . Ce ot earnin commodate
(3) The Jorhat State Reulway should provide sufficient ‘Lamf'l;{iysa toaicwe‘l s the
all the coolies to be forwardel. Tt would be of benefit to the ranway,

coolies.

Co . ‘. i ~¢ whi uires con-
113, Thereis another point 1 connection with this depot which requires

sideration and renders it advisable that during the dry scason tl?erlt? s?g};lgort;c azmtdmgg)e
rary depdt at the ghdt, i.e., the coolies for North Lakh_tmpl'Jr 2}:;3“ d;:(eai a;d’ i the
to walk g miles to the depit, where they have their e\enL g el A the agent
e ol s o0 Wl 9, s P, o K
“supplies them with dry food. They have thence g e b put ol
ba?i? which is the landing place for North Lakhimpur, afrer w hl(,‘h Ll}ilert{h.eb ad:;'g‘;]h ¢ Thz
miles to North Lakhimpur, and probably 10 miles more:ft? .‘_I.(a\.aﬂ ' ten;:i)orary depi
delay and the extra march of 3 miles would be saved i (I\ja(?l\H 3 (is empory P
at the ghdt, which is of importance, when the distance (o b€ ‘t.raxc :ie » a? Kam;l‘,;{bar"[
however, a question whether it would nnt be ad\'ls:{bl‘c toropc.l‘ a ’ 11"'0‘-'1\;mukh 1
for the coolies going to North Lakhimpur insrend of Lunding taem at Kokl ! . e
’ 119. Dibrugarh.—h is the cnsion o Dibrugarh for g\.e. heéltlly)a?‘?fcms;\hg be
made over on arrival at the g/t to the agents of the two ver ' o)m(]iw. f, VDo L
also avents for the various tea-gardens in the distnct. The cr)ohes'arc.] L«axlni:'r ,-é: e
flats for the night, and early the following moruing are forwarded by rai t'_o]n}cf;. .;np‘];e-
tive gardens.  Any coolies suffering f.rum cholera are sent to the depit “Lt h t/l(,t; 1 I‘tlig
dite relatives. The depot is conveniently situated a short way {r?rn_t e ghd “h'u‘rrg‘
direetly under the Civil Surgeon Ii)[ ll):.brugarhl, at.}:d l‘lasi a 1h?ri>%lctla p{zslflsttgmsy:?d (;)HL ge-
ave :C sndation to make here, as ink 1t a g . . e
| {lélgizgyngor(:,l?:sn::(s‘:a(c]),l, as possible to their gardens and_onl!y detam1 the scl)cfk Cﬁg&r;hg‘:
Fimmediate relatives, so long as managers are warned of }1{: 1prfva ence cholera on
hoard, and that they must segregate the new wrivals, which tnow 1s generally
whether there is cholera on board or not.
IV~ PROPCSED DEPOTS.

120, Kamalabari— At present there is no depot here, and, as ]1USt ;tatec(lT,' ~((:10~01»1§S
f \{(;11', Lakhimpur are landed at Kokilamukh.  Thereis no Sloub% t}wat., as relbdl s klg
r. < . . N K ; e . , “ou
\‘Oomfnrt of the coulics, it would be better to have a dcp<f.tlat .I\am(‘;x zi\gjxll, tf:)s tt':»‘iy }{%ki
) \ ' M 3 4 -~ ey - : < . lry v “(r - e { -) ( -
then start fresh on ther lone journey hy road, in tead o ]hﬂ” gt !
S N . - yoxor - ) s
Vamukh e/t and cross the river, & mat-er of three or tour :
e inst ot at Kamalabar are—
Ihe arcuments advanced agamst a dept at I\a‘mkdabwrl
V] il ctanty changing
T he site « o /iid is constaniiy changing.
(1) Thesie of the g ; | . o
2y The experniment was tried some vears ago, bul t.nl‘avd, 211‘; thef managers o
@ he tea vardens could not agree 4hout their respecuive share ot the ges.
the tea o TS ot agree

: fs Meiently large to demand a
oo blinds ! hore ol swaheienht
(1> The number of cholies lande s here 131 y ®

depot.
I think, however, takm ‘
have a depin for the tollowing reasons:

hino i sonsideratt 't would be advisable to
Lkini evervihing .o (,.Oﬂmd'v.dl.()n, it

. L ‘deralb]
Lakhimpur is by no means inconsiderable.

. v conlies Nor:h i . e
(1) Thenumber of coolies for amuch for North Lakhimpur was

[n a0 the number landed av l\réml I
| Sf Janvary 1807, $4¢

o and for the month of January 1885 . o

N, lens 18 so gread, probabl_, 75 to 40

T tetance fri Camalabari to the garc A
(2) The distance from Kam S ey is an advantage.

miles. that anything which lessens thejo o "
o ) ¢ . vy 1 -

eV corerowdineg al Nokiamukn.
(3) Tt would help to prevent overcrow ding

* 8ospanagraps 120
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From the figures given me, I see that only 16 coolies were landed from 1st August

to 3oth November, and that it would probably be sufficient if the depét were only main-
tained during the dry season.

In this connection, the question arises as to what arrangements, if any, are
necessary on the road between the landing place and the gardens. It is quite obvious:
that §oolxes with their belongings and children cannot possibly make the march of over
29 miles to Norih Lakhimpur, far less the extra io to the gardens, in one day, and
_that therc; shoul.d be at least one halting place with a shelter, and arrangements for feed-
ing. This halting place, or two,as I think preferable, should be selected by the Sub-
divisional Officer, firstly, with regard to distance, and secondly, with regard to water-
supply and surroundings. 1 think the one should be about half-way to North Lakhimpur
and the second at North Lakhimpur, Coolies when first landed are out of condition,
having been cooped up first in depdts in the recruiting districts, thenin trains, and, lastly,
n steamers, and are not fitted to make long marches in a new country under new condi-
tions, with all their baggage and children. This is one of the districts where a light tram
would be of great benefit to coolies as well as to the whole district.  This remark about a
tram applies also to Mangaldai, but with still greater reason, because (1) the number of
coolies is much greater, (2) the distances are greater, or at least as great, (3). there is
no subdivisional headquarters to pass through, where supervision can be exercised, (4)
Mangaldai is a more thickly-populated district, and the coolies, when marching, are apt
to pollute water-supplies and spread disease more. ,

121. Rangamati—The question of opening a depbt for the subdivision of Mangal-
dai is a matter for consideration. At present the coolies for Mangaldai are passed at
Gauhati on the evening of arrival there. The steamer leaves Gauhati early next morning,
and after two to two hours and a half arrives at Rangamati, where the coolies are made over
to the agent, Mr. Baker, who gives a receipt for them, Mr. Baker has to look after these
coolies, and feed and shelter them, until the managers send peons or sardars to take
them to their gardens. The nuimber of coclies being imported into this subdivision is
increasing, and sometimes large batches are received. All that has been said in favour
of a depdt at Kamalabari applies here, only with far more weight. The figures given
me by Mr. Baker show that the number landed at Rangamati from 1st November 1895
to 31st October 1896 was 1,551, and from i1st November 1896 to 7th February 1897,
1,451. There were 525 in December 1896, 720 in January 1897, and already 190 in the
first week of February. In former years, the average number of coolies landed has
averaged 800 to 1,000, according to Mr. Baker's figures. 1 believe the number wil
go on increasing, as many old gardens are being extended, and many new ones opened
out, and they must import labour. | hese figures, I think, prove conclusively that there
should be a depdt at Rangamati ghds. Thereis a distinct danger in such numbers
being landed, perhaps 40 to 50 miles from their destination, without any arrangements
either medical or sanitary, for their care. It is hardly practicable for Mr. Baker tc
arrange properly for the shelter and diet of such a number, especially when they may
have to be detained for a day or two, as is frequently the case. It often happens
that coolies arrive at the ghd# before the manager can receive notice of their despatci
from Dhubri, and many gardens are two days’ journey from the ghdft. Should ans
sickness or epidemic break out, there are no medical arrangements. The distance fron
the ghdt to the gardens is very great, may be even over 50 miles in some cases, anc
?s tdheredxs l:? tranvl which could :ake the coolies out quickly, two halting places, wher

ood and shelter would be available, should be provided.*” It would, of course. be |

great boon if a tram like that in Tezpur could be made. The sole difficulty in opening
a depdt at Rangamati lies in the fact that the site of the ghdf varies to ghe extgnt ci

some miles, but as all the sick in batches for Mangaldai are landed at Gauhati, there i
IQOt I}rmmd; danger of any sickness occurring between Gauhati and Rangamati a’mong the
dgtcf es for Mangaldai, so that it would not matter much if the depdt was some little

istance from the actual landing place. To obviate any cbjection, Mangaldai coolies

who fall sick between Gauhati and Rangamati :
should
present. g be carried on to Tezpur, asat

V.—PROPOSED DEBARKATION GHAT.

Sinorlizazr{dsl‘)mgltz.'_—l'on my journ;ey down the Brahmaputra, I was asked if coolies for
g ar Iec ajull tea gardens, about 24 to 3o miles from Tezpur, could not be landed
gri. 1 can see no objection to this. These coolies would have to be passed at

# The halting places might be at Juljuli,

. where there is a d} R ! . )
advantageous in the event of sickness ; and between Tokankatglzgznﬁgbigd a hospital ascistant, which would be

- Gauhati, and there would have to
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be a peon or agent at Singri who would take delivery

i d kee
and grant a receipt. The managers of these gardens ﬁgr;‘:'edhtodliuﬂeci :r sl}llczl;;re 32 Th}e):
a chaukidar there, in case the steamer was late, though t {{s : alf i); e e her on.
distance from this ghdt to Singn 1s 3 miles, while Deckajul S 6 e gement
Any sick would, ot course, be taken on to Tezeur as at pres . 'of e e gemen
would save the coolies a night in the Tezpur depot and a marcenient 24 e agers
one case and 3o miles in the other, so it would be far more conv £

and coolies than the present one. X o
1 did not stop to visit the other depdts on the Brahmaputra route, as they a
so important.

CONCLUSION.

: ; : i ore important
123. In concluding this report, I would like to summarise the m p
recommendations which [ have made:

\

I.—BEFORE EMBARKATION.

i i it isto look
, 124. | have tried to show in the body of (tihls :ie{)g)r: ithic;»\;n 1{?50::::?&&:@ to look
1 ' : and tha . .
miorants from the time they are recruited, 29, i g
fetzell;aeve to look for the cause when cholera is epidemic. It 13 at tpol:gfserh v:ithout Em),’
{ehere great numbers of emigrants are collected for some ay;ﬁ gether WO ton,
¥ rran egmer{ts with regard to housing, clothing. die?, and the or mca yin s o e
that gepidemic disease is sure to appear. After 1ts z{ppearantge e g
entres it is sure to be met with at the various halting plaules don he e o e apur.
N hich two or three examples may be given, notably Goalundo, ,
which i bly G
I‘Llence I have suggested the following recommendations : |
(1) A Superintendent of Emigration should be appointed at Bilaspur.

| e

(2) Proper medical and sanitary arrangements should be made at all recruiting
centres, especially at centres like Bilaspur. .

(3) Clothing must be properly distributed before the emigrants are entramed.

3 X especially at Naihati, Goalundo,

(4) Overcrowding in depdts and rest-houses,
and Asansol, should be prevented.
(5) Overcrowding in railvay carriages should be prevented.

at Naihati and Bilaspur,

i ils 1 jon, especiall s
(6) Sullicient railway carriage accommodation, esp yest-houses ] depors.

should be provided to prevent undue detention in ¢
i - i the ghdt.
(7) The Embarkation Agent at Goaluudo shou.ld reside near .g  iabie
(8) Inall sanctioned rajlway routes sufficient time should. be given a
places to allow the opportunity for necessary purposes.

(9) Better rest-houses should be provided at Saraghat, and emigrants using this
route should be obliged to halt.

. . . .
(10) Jatrapur should be made an inspecting station, and proper medical and polic
arrangements should be provided.

(11) Adequate medical arrangements should be made at Goalundo and Naihati.

way J i lting places should be
{f long railway journeys, recogmse_d halting
(r2) Inp'r[::c(r:iaseed:)at wh%ch all coolies should be detrained.

(13) The following routes should be sanctioned :
(a) Luckeeserai v¢d Shahebganj and Katihar to Jatrapur.
(5) Khana vid Shahebganj and Katihar to Jatrapur.

(¢) Chandpur to Karimganj and Badarpur.

(14) Anti-cholera inoculation centres should be established at Bilaspur and also at

one or more places 10 Bengal.
i

I.—TRANSIT BY STEAMER.

.o . i f

itis 1 ting districts and along the line o

ated that it1s 10 the recrui : of

rail x;eZ?r.luEthlouo%{hf:arhth: Cs;uses of a general epidemic of cholera among emigraats, ye
st lo



1]

tend ist i 1
boagdt:v iatshs.xst 1r; spreading the disease. Cholera fre
poard witl ::nostrew hours after the departure of the s
acted either in the recruiting district or along the line of rail
( ine of rail, and it is

necessary to take every pr .
ecaution to prevent i : .

are collected togethe y precay prevent it spreadin i

. \ rin a limi g asitisaptt :
mendations I would suggest : ted and confined area, Pt to do where many

teamer, showing the disease must

126. Mail stcamers—

T i .
(t;) I he drainage of both the hospital and upper deck should be ;
(8) Increased cooking and firing apparatus should be supplied mproved.

(¢) Prevention of over i
crowding. Not less th
. - a

year, omitting useless space, should be al‘l]O\:ezd feet at any season ‘of the

(d) Increased hospi
s pital space. Never less 1h
an 24 feet, omitting usele
ss space.

( ) .
.

§ chhittacks for th i h
sanctioned scale. ¢ evening meal, or 11 chhittacks per diem, should be the

7) The latri
(7) The latrine should not be near the cook-room. !

W . . )
(¢) Water supplied for washing purposes should not be used for drinking, |
C

(%) Increased supervisi " '
pervision, A military hospital 3 '
should be appointed during the rt)e,cruit?r:gas e::z:lstant or an LM.S. offic|

T : .
(?) The steamer medical officers should be men of better qualifications

(#) Where ov :
. €r 300 emigrant 1
AN nts are carried m .
in addition to the medical officer, a compounder should be entertaine

(/) No steamer should carry more than 500 coolies.

(m) Addi‘ional steame
amers sho : '
undue detention,. uld .be‘ provided whenever necessary to preven

() Hospital blankets and .
. cloth )
hospital scale should beodoilr;)glre:in.uSt be accordin

(6) The hospital should be heated by steam, as Mr. Taylor prop
, . oses.

Onl
(2) l:“yerugzgi (zgzll(ﬂcalmbd f;)rward lower deck should be licen d
accommodazio ¢ clear of coolies, as washing, cooki L 'aft
n are all in that part ; also the provisio’ns melgigca?ngo la}tntne
, mforts,

etc., are stored below i
7+ Al an
objectionable. » and the live-stock are kept here, and are at times

g to scale, and the presen

(¢) Cholera statisti
atistics should be kept of ordinary passengers, as well as coolies

127. Feeder steamers.—It is on|

from Enathganj to Silchar . y necessary to deal under this head with the run

(1) Moderate daily runs should be arranged

(2) At the end of e
ach !
grants should be fed g?))é sslerg; rest-houses should be

Th N
(3) The following improvement in the steamers should be mad
. e .
() Hospital space should be provided o

(8) A medical off
cer should be engaged ..
(¢) The upper deck should be protgeiz(i and medicines supplied.

(d) Th .
(‘:)) On:r; should be Increased latrine accommodat;

U 1 a

" Wa 2y's supply of dry food should be kepy o

th er-tanks should be supplied Pt n stock,

€ mail steamer, and filled with

or f
(4) There should be g rom some pure source,

provided, where emi-

good water supplied from

. 0 overcrowding,
Ez)) Il;roper registers or way-bills shougld be k
: e
ead bodies sh.ould not be thrown inte tehpt.'
_ € Tiver,

The following are the recom-’

t H ‘
quently makes its appearance on

LY
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1I.—AFTER DEBARKATION.

L~ Surma Valley—
128 The depbts should be as follows :
(1) Madna.—A depdt under a hospital assistant
- (2) Manumukh.—A shelter should be built.

(3) Fenchuganj.—A suitable depdt should be built, an
who should reside here, should be in charge.

(4) Karimganj.—A suitable depdt should be built on a convenient site.

hould be sanctioned.

d an Assistant Surgeon,

(5) Badarpur.—Present arrangements are sufficient.
(6) Sialtek —A small shed is required as a shelter.

(7) Jatinga.~— Ditto ditto.
(8) Silchar.—Dresent arrangements are sufficient.
29. The following improvements are necessary at most of the depdts:

(a) Improved water-supply.
(6) Increased accommodation.
(¢) Cholera-sheds, some distance from barracks.

(d) Sufficient segregation accommodation.
(¢) Increased establishment.
(F) Proper sanitary arrangements.

(¢) Continuous supervision.

(#) Siue accessible to ghdt and medical officer.
s, Act and non-Act, must be kept.

(1) Proper registers of all emigrant
tion and medical arrangements.

(%) Increased hospital accommoda

(/) Regular inspections of all private depdts.
(m) Regular visits to each steamer, to land all coolies, Act or non-Act, who have
to be landed, and to record the number of each; also to embark all

coolies proceeding upwards or pass those on board ; to inspect sanitary
arrangements, to land all cases of chalera, and to sign the embarkation

register.
adna should be landed there to prevent,

(n) All cases of cholera arriving at M
as far as possible, any being transferred to the feeder steamers. The
same action should be taken at Fenchuganj and Karimganj. At Badarpur

only the sick occurring in batches to be landed there should be landed, all
for Sialtek, Jatinga, or Silchar being sent to Silchar.

1z0. The following improvements are necessary at the ghdis:

(1) Fenchuganj—-(a) A rest-house for the daily run where emigrants receive their
evening meal on arrival the second evening from Goalundo,

and their morning meal the third morning before starting
for Karimgan].

(8) Latrine accommodation.

(c) A pure water-supply.

(@) A shelter for ordinary passengers.

(¢) Establishment for the above and careful supervision.

(2) Karimganj—(a) A rest-house for the daily run, where emigrants receive

the evening meal the third evening on arrival from
Fenchuganj and their morning meal the fourth morning

before starting for Silchar.
(b) Latrine accommodation.
(¢) A pure water-supply.
(d) A shelter for ordinary passengers.
(¢) Establishment for the above and careful supervision.
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131. B.—Brahmaputra Valley—

(1) Dhubn . :

Gauhati Should be large central depbts with permanent cholera
(2) Gauhati hospitals and establishments. ‘ .
(3) Tezpur . .

(4) Rangamati.—Should have a depot opered.
(5) Kamalabari.— Ditto - ditto.

(6) Silghat —Should be retained as at present, as also should all the cther
depdts at present open. )

132. All cases of cholera arriving at Dhubri should be landed there, so that th
steamers can proceed free of cholera, and the same action should be taken at
Gauhati and Tezpur, and thus attempts made to keep cholera-affected people apart,
from the general population. At all the other depdts only the cholera cases belonging,
to batches of coolies or passengers to be landed at their respective ghdss should bj
landed. All depéts, apart from the cholera-sheds, should, as a rule, be used chiefly a
rest-houses, as it should be the aim of managers to get coolies as quickly as possible t
their gardens. The segregation-sheds should chiefly be used for segregating the rela
tives of cholera patients, and only when a manager neglects to take his coolies awa},
should large baiches be segregated at the depdts. The aim should be to have every-
thing as much as possible done on the gardens. All cholera cases must bg
detained in the cholera-shed till convalescent, when they may be moved to a convales:
cent ward, but they should not be allewed to mix with healthy coolies or go to thg
segregation-shed till they have been well for some days, and have had all their clothes
disinfected and boiled, or burned, and new ones given in their place. '

IV.—~TRANSIT TO GARDENS,

133. Where the gardens are within easy distance, the coolies should go out to theii.
gardens at once, but this, of course, depends on the time of debarkation, and the
distance to be travelled. There should, however, be no undue detention, and coolieg’
should be handed over to the garden sardar or peon or the agent, as soon as possible
Where the distance to be travelled is great, and must take more than a day, ther
should be a halting place, cr more if necessary, on a suitable site with special regard
water-supply and surroundings. At these halting places, there should be shelters* f4
the coolies to sleep in and arrangements for feeding them. All healthy coolies, whethg:
of cholera-affected batches or not, should be taken out to the gardens by the managef
without delay, and carefully segregated for at least ten days. During the period
segregation the coolies should be carefully looked after, well fed, and have no worl¥
except cleaning their things, washing their clothes, and such easy labour as is handy, as,
for instance, clearing up their lines. 1 believe all coolies on their first arrival should
have little or no work for several weeks, and should be carefully housed and well’

fed, as they are not in as good aund fit a state of health after their journey as they,
should be. :

During the present season—what with the starvation and privations the coolies have
" been experiencing in their own country and the debilitated condition many are in before

they start—it is only to be expected that disease will be more common, and also more’
fatal, than in ordinary seasons. The coolies, when they arrive on the garcen, will
be in a lower condition than usual, and I would impress on all planters the 1mportance
this year of giving a longer rest than in other ycars before putting them on any heavy,
task-work, and of feeding them up and giving full pay—may be even for a space of
three months—whether they have earned full pay or not. I cannot impress too forcibly
the importance of seeing that new arrivals this year have good houses and sufficient
clothing. good food (not simply a sufficieney), hght work, and no exposure to culd or,

wet, especially in the early morning,

R. N, CAMPBELL, M.B., Surgeon-Major.
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The 26¢h February 1897.
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Resolution on the measures to be taken for the prevention
of cholera amongst immigrants during their transit to

Assam.

Extract from the Proceedings of the Chief Co nmissioner of Assam, in the Revenue
Department, No. 5261R., dated the 14th December 18)5.

Read—
Paragraph 12 of the Assam Immigration Report, 1895.

IN paragraph 12 of the Immigration Report for 1895, it was stated, in connection
with the statistics of mortality of immigrants during their journey to Assam, that the
Chief Commissioner proposed to depute a Medical Officer to enquire into the whole
question of the arrangements made for the welfare of immigrants on board the river
steamers and in the depOts, with aview to in‘roducing such improvements as may be
found possible. In this connection, the valleys of the Brahmaputra and the Surma

be dealt with separately, as the circumstances attending the journey to the

rivers must
1 those connected with the journey

Assam Valley districts differ in some respects fro
to Sylhet and Cachar.

2. Taking the Assam Valley first, the chief matter requiring attention is the pre=
valence of cholera during fhe journey to the labour districts. The mortality from this
disease amongst immigrants to the Assam Valley has of late years been very heavy, as
will be seen from the following statement :

Number of i Number of deaths from cholera
vear g P | Deathrase yer
Dhubri depots, | At L hubri, Un steamers, | At depots, Total,
1 3 3 4 ‘ 5 6 7
'1838 ... 31,217 224 150 i 397 77i 246
1889 . 34,354 135 % 149 374 108
1890 .e 17,107 5 2 15 22 1'2
1891 ... 20,313 33 19 3t 83 40
1892 ... 25,076 59 48 126 233 9'3
1893 . 22,141 2 3 2 7 '3
1894 .o : 22,314 25 3t 61 117 52
1895 ... 13,019 14 17 105 136 10°4

}
The number of deatl.s amonyst coolies embarking at Goalundo direct for the tea districts prior to 1394 1s not known, and tt a
"been confined to the death-rate amongst coolies passing through the Dhubri depots, o » and the statement has, thetefore,

It is known that the mortality during 1896 was exceptionally h
) ; : v heav

lare not yet available. The mortality shown in the above statement \\'hichy’ but ﬁg_ures
Journey the average length of which, including detentions, is Pr(;b bl occurs 1in g
jseven days, is serious enough in itself, but 1t becomes iﬂﬁn,it Y ably not more thap
ire%embered that the importation of cholera-infected ba- lel) Jnore so when it s
epidemics on the tea gardens to which : ChEs 18 g freqn .

g they go, and in the surrounding vin.{“:;‘; cause of
< < ‘\ .

3. The high mortality from cholera during transit has aly
nuc'h concern to thlS‘ A'dmm_lstration, and elaborate rules Ba\_ S d Ways been a matter of
Assam Labour and Emigration Act (I of 1882), laying dow € been framed under the
o take_an to prevent the spread of the discase O;‘ l}zén;t Yox\n in great detail the steps t;
the arrival of infected batches at their destination, 1f ({?mﬂsj m the depits, and afier
framed were carefully and ntelligently carried out 1t (o di ciulations which have bee
:Clor(;?htlyogom cholera could not be materially ’rcdulsul lﬁ;Cul\t v believe g .
Medica cer whom 1t is proposéd to appoi Ly o ana i
b cer ( point must be to enquire
l‘::\:il‘b;}(“i?:;it;‘(’lgb‘;u‘es ‘on the SUP]L’C@ are obscrved_. .ln the ?’.cm%x‘xcldngr(:sttrgez'CXI.cn,l o

bee ) parately for his guidance, the existing orders have bee ctions which
and his attention has been drawn to those which scem chiefly to re(quitr::xkc?nisclimmansed'
1
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