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PREFACE.

———

URING the cold season of 188182, Mr. Garrick, made
a tour through the district of Shahabad, ¥or the purpose

of photographing and exploring the old temples at Markandi,, .

Mahadeopur, and Barnirak. He then visited the old sites of
Bhajpur and Darowli in Western Shahabad, where he found
numerous square monoliths, which Dr. Buchanan thought
‘must have been. the work of the abongmes He next
crossed the Ganges to explore the remains of an old Buddhist
‘monastery at Barmayan, which I had proposed to identify
with the monastery built by Maharaja Sri Gupta for the
use of the Chinese pilgrims who visited India. - ’
He then visited the territory of Rewa, for the purpose of
explormg the ruins of the agcxent city of Gargi. In the

K northem hills he found an inscription of Maharaja Ganggeya -
»Deva, the Kalachuri chief of Trlpura, contemporary * with

“Mahmud of Ghazni.
As the Punjab Government just at this time had sanc- .

tioned the employment of a Company of Sappers for explora-
tions in the Yusufzai district, I took the ppportunity to

.depute Mr. Garrick to see the excavations, and to explore

certain sﬁes which had hitherto remained unvisited. He was
-particularly instructed to examine the old mounds #bout
Hashtnagar and Ché.rsada, which are the remams of the famous
-old city of Peutelaotzs, or Pushkalavati. He was also instruct-
‘ed to obtain photographs of the great rock mscnptxon of-

*Asoka at Shahbazgarhi. ,

' The present report gives the result of Mr. Gamck’s first
complete tour as an assistant of the Archaeolggxcal Survey,
and I think that it promises well for his future success. Some
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"ARCHZEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF INDIA

REPORT OF A TOUR THROUGH BEHAR, ‘CENTRAL INDIA,
PESHAWAR AND YUSUFZAI IN 1881-82.

INTRODUCTION.

URING the cold season of 1881-82 I travelled 3,450
miles, 750 of which were marched, the remaining
2,700 miles being traversed by rail,
Forty-one places of archzological nterest have been
visited, g inscriptions discovered, and .
60 photographs, besides divers plans

" Introduction,

" . and drawings, have been prepared; of these, a selectlon is
- made to illustrate this volume.

Startmg from Simla on the 1st of August 1881 I visited
a few places of interegt in .the neighbourhood of Delhi,
Agra, Fattehpur, &c., proceeding simultaneously towards
Shahabad (Behar) In order to éxamine several ancient sites
exténding over the country from the western banks of the -
Spn river to Bandras east and west, and from the Ghogra river -

. to Sassaram north and south. Having examined the most
" noteworthy remains ex1stmg within the above limits,.I pro-

ceeded to Allahabad, and thence, in accordance with instruc. .

_ tions received from the Director General of the Archzological

" Survey, marched southward in order to explore certain places
" in the State of Rewa Khiss (BAghelkhand), from the Political,

L Agent of which territory I received, in answer to my.letter of

.. enquiry’ dated sth December, full permission to carry on any -

excavations that may appear necessary to my researches. I

" ~* alsp received much. valuable assistance from the ofﬁcers of
.. the Rewa Darbar. . .

vYAY XYTIX
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From Bighelkhand I proceeded almost direct to Peshawar,

and, on the lines indicated in 2 memorandum from General
- Cunmngham to the Secretary to Government in the Depart-

ment of Public Works (an extract of which was supplied to

me), explored many early sites lying betwixt the Khfidokhél
territory and Hashtnagar east and west, and between the
Banir frontier and Atak north and south, crossing the British
frontier to the north and east respectively, and closing my
season’s work on the zoth of May 1882 with a visit to
Rthmia, near Haji Shah. -

v

1.—DEO-MARKANDIH.
(See Plate IL.)

The village called Deo-Mdrkandsh is sifuated 37 miles’

to the south, a little west of Arra,
and- is approached, to within a few
miles, by the irrigation canal emanating at the last-named
-place. The journey by steamer from Arra to DanvAr (one
- of the many locks through which it passes) is to be accom-
plished in ten hours, and from Danvir, Deo-Markandlh is
about 7 miles south-south-west »

- Deo-Mérkandih. -

The name of this village is denved from that of the :

Desivition of name. Brahmanical saint Deo-Mdrkanda, who
middle part of the iron age (#d/i-yiiga). -He is also credited
- with the erection of the principal temple here, called to this
-* day “the temple of Deo-MArkanda,” and this building, as I
"', have before suggested, i déubtless the source whence the
~adjacent village derives the name Deo-Mdrkandih, which,

“with” the simple addition of ik, the common Persian word

§for any village, renders that .of the Brahman elder very
closely

Con"dltlon of remams. débris and potsherds, the upper’ PO!"

tion of the structure having been -

’ wholly demohshed and its basement buried in its ruing.; . -

is'reputed to have lived in about the °

Of th:s temple there now only remains a hugc masg of ”
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The fabulous age assigned to the temple of Deo-Mérkanda

; by the resident Brdhmans and

Ageo remam\s' Ptrdnias -of this neighbourhood is
217,780 years, no doubt because this figute coincides fairly,

. though not exactly, witlr the period above stated as that in

which the saint lived, z.e., about the middle of the iron age, -
which, according to the Hindt chronicles, comprises 435,101

years, and the apparent nicety with which the various por-
"tions of the legendary history of this temple are made to

“fit into each other ’—if I may use the expression—is note-

worthy, as characteristic of the crafty invention of that arch.
imposter the village pdnda. :

The populous village of Deo-Mdrkandik almost adjoins
that of Deo-Pdrsa, and contains about -

lation,
Population, 120 houses, inhabited by the followmg
_castes »—
)

. Castes, Houses, Castes, = ' Houses.
Brihmans . . . - 43 || Ahirs or Gavélas L 15
Koérs . . . . . 12 | Banias . . . . 2
Lélas or Patwirls . o 7 [ Dusads . . . i. 6
Kandn Bhan;w&rs (or sorters || Lohérs (ironsmiths) . . 3
. of grain) . . 3 ‘ ’ .

.|| Inferiof castes about the out.
Thelts . . . . . ] skirts of village . . . 15
Bhévans . . R . 13 Total number of dwellings . | 120

The village of Deo-Pdrsa is somewhat larger than that of
« Deo-Mdrkandih, and its population:
-consists for the most part of Kshetris,
of whom a number claim to be Ra]pﬁts of the following sects: -
Ujdin, Besin, Paliwdr, Bhitdpri, Kakan, D/lééahd Vias, and
Sankawdr RAjplts. ‘

The branch irrigation canal here is very popular among
the agrlcultural classes, who all agree that the crops, since its
construction, have Peen greatly enhanced, as, owing to the

Deo-Pirsa.
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' excessxvely high ground in this part of the country, it was
formerly a difficult matter to water the fields when the rains
falled them, whereas now they are to a certain degree inde-
pendent of weather influences, and ‘can reckon with - more
certainty upon the yearly outturn, -

’ The principal archaeologlcal features of this place are the
Deo'Mirkanda stemple . 2n old tank called Sdrdy-pokhra. The
oldest of these temples, called Deo-Mdr,éana'a-ka-slzwdla,
after the patron saint of this vicinity, by whom it is supposed

to have been built,! is at present represented by a mound of .

brick ruins, containing also fragments
Remains on mound.

v ~ of stone architecture, eg., carved
architraves-and uprights, plynths, &c,; also a number of
figures, mostly sculptured in blue stone, belonging to the
worship of the gods, lay strewn about in all directions.

The mound upon which these two temples stand measures

from. north to south 200 feet, and
from east to west 120 feet, and is
about 25 feet higher near its centre than the surroundmg
country. :

Strty-shivdla, or, “ the Sun Temple ”*as the smaller
temple is styled, is obviously a much
later structure, of brick-work alone,
v bemg built on the ruins of the Deo-Mdrkanda shrine. It is
roofless, and. stands towards the south-west corner of the
"mound formed by the remains of the larger temple, and 1

* *
Dimensions of mound.

" The Sun Temple.-

- found many of its bricks to be identical in size and shape to
"~ ‘those of the’ Deo-Mdarkanda-Mandir ; showmg clearly that
e i_t was at Jeast partlally raised. from, the' materials obtained

' from the remains of its larger and more ancxent compamon

- The only chamber of the S#rds ‘temple now ' extant
*  and aBove ground measures 10 feet

3 inches by ¢ feet6 inches. msrde, and

the lnghest part of its exxstmg walls is 7 feet 3 mches above

s See Plate ll for a view of thu temple aher excavatxon

L Lo ) . . l,’"
v . : . o

ruins of two Brahmanical temples and

1
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the present surface of the mound on which it stands. It
is, however to a great extent buried amongst the re-
mains.!
At the southern end of the mound I found a number of
Gateways of minor build- entrance architraves of granite n

- ings. sitx. Only the top portions of these
ate at present visible for.1 foot 7 inches above the surface;

- and, as these entrances must have been at least 4% feet high,
the basement of the buildings to which they belong would be
"nearly or exactly on a level with the floor of the greater temple
of Deo-Mdarkanda, and therefore must belong to the same
period, and when the temple began to fall into decay in the
course of time, have become overwhelmed in its débris, with
the exception of these few sashes, which still show their heads.

- The mound éxtends, in a scattered form of heaps of pot-
. sherds, to nearly 100 feet outside the limits of the ruins
properly so called. This can be partly accounted for by the
extreme height of the prmcrpal temple when it was intact;
‘bat more evidence is requisite, as a single temple however

- high it may have been, gould never furnish such a mass of
brick-bats, &c. Moreover, it must be remembered that these
are merely the remnant after-ages of appropnatron for bu1ld-
‘ing purposes. Therefore, I infer that we must look to the
buildings belonging to, and indicated -by, the stone lintels
before mentioned for the required addmonal source whence
the solid brick mound of Des-Mdrkanda was formed. On
close exammatlon as I expected, the lintels proved. to belong
to entirely separate cells, possibly for the accommodation of
priests, not being in any way con-
nected with the temple of Deo:
Mdrkanda and obviously being demolished long prior to the
erection of Stréj-shivdla, wholly unconnected with ~that -
bmldmg either. Hence I conclude that, besides merely two.
temples and an ancient sroor, we have at Deo-Mdrkana’zlz the
remains of a complete rehglous establrshment, including a

Ancient cells.

1 See Archzological'Survey—Vol. X1V—Plates XIX and XX, for my map of
Deo-Mﬁrkanda, and Plan and Section of Temple.—A. Cunningham-
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Remains of Brihmanicat Sufficient number of detached dwell-
colony. ~ ings for a regular colony of priests of
whatever denomination. '

The adjoining’ tank, called S#rdj-pokhra or Sariy-tdi,

Origin of the Sortj. Which lies at a distance of about 80

pokhra, C feet from the fagade of. the temple of
that name, was evidently dug by the founder of the larger
shrine, probably a certain BrAhmana Bhikkshu or Mans called
Deo-Mdrkanda, its traditional founder. - This statement I will
endeavour to support presently, The water of this tank is
locally believed to bave the power of averting evil when
appliefd to the image of S#r4/-devatd, or, “the Sun God,”
enshrined in the smaller temple, and, before worshipping here,
the votaries of Sdr#j.ndrdina carry with them some of the
water, with which they lave the figure. '

. This temple (now entirely roofless), however, has but few .

- followers, and their: visits are seldom more frequent than twice
~or thrice in the: week: But the temple at present popular
‘amongst the mahajan classes is.a small modern stracture
which stands about 115 yards to the north-west of the Deo-
Mdrkanda mound, and contdins a very curigus figure in bas-
| relief of Dhrgd, with the cup. of. blood in hand, the prostrate
figure of Raktvija, whom she has just
slain, under foot. . The figure is the |
usual Chatarbhos, or ‘‘four-armed’’ representation of the
. goddess, holding in one hand the firs4/, “trident,” and the
.. other upraised hand holds a knife; the vessel before alluded
to'is in the second left band, and with the lower right hand .
‘she presses on the prostrate ‘male figure under foot. The
back-grouqd of this sculpture is formed: of the heads of five
serpents, like the ¥din figure on the monolith at Kakaon, only

Dﬁrg& and vRaktvfja. )

- that the latter is canopied by seven serpents in lieu of five;-as

11

shown in plate.

~

." There are also other unimportant sculptures in this small .

and favourite femple near Deo-

Modern Lin a temple, - . .
S i Mdarkandih, which stands under the

deep shade ,of a fine Pdkdr tree, e.g., a broken representation

CENTRAL INDIA, PESHAWAR, AND YUSUFZAL. 7

of a BrAhmani bull (nendi), a figure of Pdrasrdm (the fifth
incarnation of Vishntl), &c. The temple is devoted to the
worship of Mahadev, and necessarily this deity’s symbol, the
lingam (pénds), is the object adored here, and the above
figures are only, as the attendant Bhagat candidly informed

' me, for display (phaldt). .

This temple was built by Babt Baijnath Singh, a
Paliwdr RAjpit, and is about a century old. The Baba
was zaminddr, or rdibhdt, of this village, and a gourtier of

‘the then R44 of Dimraon. " He was also a very success-

ful agriculturist, and retired to Bardon, a village situated
11 miles south-south-west of Deo-Mdrkandik, in the latter
part of the XVIIIth century. The natives attribute a
series of bad crops, experienced in the early part of the
"present century, to the absence of his excellent manage-
' ment. These sparse harvests caused
: large numbers to emigrate to Agni,
a village but a few miles south-west of Deo-Mdrkandih, and
called also Mednipdr. This village is inhabited by the sect
known as Dhakahdr RAjptts, and it is quite possible the
‘small village of Agni, here referred to, derived its name
' from the famous tribe of Agnikd/, or,
“ Fire-race,” for besides Rajputs there
are a few, though wvery.few, Kshetris resident at Agni or
Mednipur, Regarding these ‘ fire-sprung races,” General

Emigration to Agni.

" The Aghiktly

- Cunningham is of opinion that “the Chohins alone were

fabled to have sprung from fire.”?

The name of Agni is a common one for the villages and
tolas in this neighbourhood. _
~ On my arrival at Deo-Mdrkandik 1 found the mound par.
tially excavated, a well having been sunk in the south-west
corner of the inner chamber, which chamber measures g fee
7 inches square; and I learned from the villagers that some o
the statues lying on the mound’s surface’were unearthed by thi:

excavation, notably a largish figure of Vishn#, 3 feet 3 inche:

1 See Aéchaological Repor;.s, p. 254, vol. I, for an account of this fabulou
‘ . » - ‘ » > |
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high and broad in proportion, 1 also noticed, peeping a few
inches above -the débris and facing due east, what looked
like two flat, elaborately carved. posts, but, when Wholly
exhumed proved to be the gateway of the great temple minus
its lintel. These uprights are superbly
sculptured in dark-coloured blue stone,
and: measure 5 feet 2 inches high, which gives us exactly the
‘theight, of this entrance from threshold to lintel. I continued

Excavanons, &c.

these excavations, but in a few days abandoned the inner -

chamber, the south-west.corner of which I completely exca-
vated, and commenced removing the vast mass of ruins in
front and obscuring the fagade of the building.

This heap of remains formed almost the entire half of the
.mound, the temple being situated somewhat to the west.
~ The sculptured entrance gateway be-
" fore mentioned exhibits exquisite pas-
sages of sculptured ornamentation supported at base by four

Sculptured entrance.

~“‘standing human figures. - My object in laying bare the east-

emn aspect of this temple thus thoroughly, was to obtain an

. elevation of the structure, from which a restoration to scale

‘might be prepared after collecting sufficient arghitectural
details to suggest the design and dimensions of this edifice

as when intact, but it was subsequently fourfl that, owing to .

" the extreme paucity of existing materials as guldes such:
" a restoration would be wholly unsatisfactory..

P

& - _“occupled by the gateway, measures 13 feet; and from east to
7 west, 26 feet; from the centre portions-unbroken I made out
a genetol thxckness of wall of 24 feet.-

The Shivdla of Deo-Mdrkanda had originally a court-yard
cltdrdavdlz, built of masswe brick-work, traces of which I

- "% Dimeénslons of court-yard Came upon dunng my excavations of
‘_ ~of large temple.

the mound. I was thus enabled to
" safeasure. the portico, after cleanng out "the court-yard with

S f tha following results -~ ==

The wall from northto soﬁth mcludmg the space formerly

~The people here say that for marny generaitlons a very. ﬁne

Kadam tree (Nauclea Orzem‘alzs) stood on the south-west
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comer of the di%; and they seem to think that after the death

- of late years, of a certain 4404, or ascetic, who Was an

admlrer of the tree and cherlshed it, through neglect it
penshed During my excavations 1 came upon the withered
stump of just such a tree, which, the people assured me, died

Discovery of ancient tree before the memory of their fathers,

~and well. _and was only remembered by hear-

say. I was also told of awell havmg existed within the limits
of this mound, and upon removing thesurface, found it as it .
was described, though of course completely ﬁlled up and
hidden from the general view.
The story which seeks to explain the origin of Sdrdj-
mandzr, of, “the Sun Temple,” now standmg on the mound of
Deo-Mdarkanda, is: that some child-

ongmf Sﬁm’ Temple ren of cow-herds from the adjacent

" village were accustomed to assemble within the chdrdawdli

of the great temple for the purpose of recreation, and that
Strdjns-  ON one occasion during the seasonal

rains, while playing together at the
common game of marbles, one of the lads uncovered what
seemed to him a mere stone, but, on digging up the spot,

Discovery . of
rdina’s image.

. proved to be animage of S#rdj-ndrdina,or, “ the sun deity.”

When the sculpture was completely exhumed and shown to
the zemindar at that. tinge (about 150 years, or three genera-

' tions back) pre51dmg in this village, he caused a suitable tem-

“ple to be built for it, in which the votaries of S#rdjndrdina
could worship. It is related also that this temple was called
.after the image Sdrdj-kd-Mandir, and is no other than that
now standmg abreast of Deo-Mdrkanda-kd-Shivdla. 1saw this
"image in the smaller shrine, and it measures 2 feet 10 inches.
high and represents ‘a squatted male figure with halo round
his head : the figure is poorly, and even clumsily executed.
"After the two examples before given (i.e.,’the tree and
well being situated on the mound) of the veramty of local
tradition here in general and of .that local tradition when
it does not deal with chranology in particular, I think there
is no appare{nt?‘ reason to discredit this last story of the
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discovery of the sun image, and if we'accept it, four points
‘Original use and name of Of information are at once furnished
temples, tank, &c. to us: 1st, that the S#r4; temple was

. buzlt on the ruins of. that of Deo-Mdrkanda, and is at most
+ 200 years old; 2nd, that the Sarj tank (which, besides its
obvious anthultz, ﬁgures in. the earliest traditions of this
neighbourhood now preserved by the people) cannot possibly

be coeval with the temple of that name, and, therefore, could

. not have derived the title #rfly-pokhra from this temple 3rd,
that the. principal temple here, at a period of its existence,
" and most probably the very earliest, was devoted to sun-wor-
- ship; and 4th, that; being 2 sun temple, the adjoiting ancient
- tank, calied Sdhrdj-sroor, was almost certainly excavated by
" 1%s founder : hence the name of Shwdla, with the mere prefix
of its founder, is clearly wrong, its proper and original name
being. simply Sirdj-mandir, for, as +his idol was found smside’
the -court-yard of the: Deo-Mdrkanda temple, there can be
little doubt that it formerly occupled a place in this
bulldmg, and that itsname was given to the adjoining tank, as

it is not at all probable that the tank (the excavation of

which ‘T would attribute to a Renod if not coeval with the
great temple, even prior to its" erection) can befong to the
time when the small sun: temple was built, as thisis com-
paratnvely a modern structure. The followmg legend is one
of many in which a vcry remote antiquity is assigned to the
Stirdj-pokhra, and, ds it treats of the ancient topography of-
‘this nexghbourhood I will give it in its current form further
on. . In the meantime it is quite possible that after the temple
of Dea-Mdrkanda fell into disuse and the S#rdj-ndrdina
:dlsappeared in its débris, the ruined building assumed the
common title of Shsvdla qualified by its founder's name, but
that of the tank, Sﬂr@ -pokhra, still clung to it unchanged

On the other hand, since the-Brahmans insist that the large
temple was originally a linga temple of R4dy, it may be con-
ceded that the introduction of the sun image here may belong
-toasecondary epoch, though still possibly during the life~
'tlme of the samt Dea-Mdrkanda, and not ‘hecessarily long

P
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after the erection ; it must be maintained, however, that the
tank belongs essentially to the great temple, being totally*
unconnected with the smaller one, and, if we allow that the
larger temple was not primarily called S#rdj-mandir, the
tank, even before the introduction of this image, may have
been called simply Deo-Mdrkanda-ké-Khind, or, *“ Deo-Mar-
kanda’s tank,” after the founder of the temple for which I
thoroughly beheve it was excavated, and some of the more °
mtelhgent Brahmans bear me out in this opinion, though the
majority are misled by the present agreement of name
between the small, late, roofless- temple and the tank. It will,
be observed from the followmg legend that the *“ Sun tank ”
was originally of much larger dimensions than at present,
and that it was necessary to use boats in order to approach
the temple from the south-east. It extends even now over a
Length of S&rdj-pokhnlz. ““considerable area of ground, being
about ggo feet long from its north-
east to south-west extremities, but very shallow generally,
having more the appearance of a marsh than tank.
Popular tradition connects the mound of Deo-Mérkanda

(the remains of what I consider to have been a regular -

* BrAhmanical settlement mcludmg dwellmgs, temples, trees,
and wells) with Bhagndha-garh, which is said to comprise
the palace of the famous king of the Chéra-Kharwédra tribe,
Réja Phdichand, together with his fort and city. The fol-
Jlowing is the legend as told by the people: . At the period
when Deo Mdrkandih and its neighs
bourhood was a wild forests(ban) in-
" habited only by birds and beasts and wild animals, the pious
Rishi Deo-S drma-Har-S drma performed penance by night and
‘day, and, burning lamps and incense, made offerings of flowers
from the bel tree (Egle Marmelos), consecrated food, un-
broken rice, betel-leaves, and nuts at ‘this temple. The king
Phﬁlchand, in order to discover and reward the worshipper
whose offerings he frequently saw on this shrine, having come
from his palace by boat,! entered the temple one day by

Legendary history.

1 The Séruj-pokhra is said to have extended at that time over a large tract of
" tountry, and hence the'temple was only accessible by boat from Bhagndha-gad.
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stealth, and Wi A ' .
thout ¢
the Rekhi in the g he usual royal ceremonies, and surprised

Raja  Phalchand, ct of meditating on Rddra (Mahideo). '

Sdrma-Har-Sdyma :vfter' ascertaining that the holy Deo-
much. pleased, con 2sthe devotee he sought, and, being
wished, prOmis’ing :;)manded him to ask for whatsoc’ever he
Thereupon the hol at any boon would be instantly granted.
great temple souh§ glan', standing upon the summit of the
the R4jA an area oef his shell (sankk)! and claimed from
sound of his sambl Lo ound extending as far around as the
Jess' than 2,205 b had Penetrated; this proved to be no
Over to the saintly'%efédwmh land was accordingly ‘made
;‘ralt’:;petu&y as a ?dgi:’"bﬂ-fz'ar-b‘drma and his posterity
. ans assior - .
from Ch‘awmsl-gn the following timits to thi
Nowads t 1o Ndng east o this grant of land—
vadik north and south,
from Deo.Sdrma.
L eeSldrma-Har Sarmyg
. ‘and the ~Sdrma, in whog
being, i this vier 5 comton amane) o e oho
’ . Vi IS {
::%the‘f' llllame N cinity, Har.bhagaths ong the Beharis, who
0 be called after t . .
village harda;ter, the saint’s full nam Mahddes, may be' said
. 4 y called Surma, v ¢; there is also a -gmall’

aco i
Orruption of sarma, ag it g which 1 believe to be merely |

fam : ‘ S 1t 18 not v
i éﬁsteex?c:n?ge “antimony.” In::nPfObable that they would
L o : RS,
L any mines productive :'fl:ga:hd not hear of the
' o ore,

e o, . BHA ‘
- S;tua%ed about | AGTNAHAGARH.

ey o ( Thoile south . )
< fio o Bragnihagarh, . dik of the village of Deo-Mdrkan-

and dasdy i amns of a fort, palace,

.o ] whic 1
dnagarh, ch Tumns are now col-

Md over which ’the;:iuélshaug' only by the eminence
L PR o f¢ spread, and, extending as this
‘wa'~3.‘but:tﬁi“£tn::s°-a long, twisteqib g} T g as this

i C\nstrament js ou °"f,°rme' . o

. being-blown ag ¢ S mosthy rmvied -someaths '
. Hindg x‘?;r‘g"l&rhmﬁmmly used t6 Fiead Something like our corpu-
s ‘ndiﬁ ples, though "‘h‘

“The sheli Processions : :
i ahall e el sdkR thore b Rs and certmonies
shell Occasionalty g;‘,?; Te particularly pertains tcj

““‘“’Y the priests;; “plac
‘ ‘ ; ﬂace to the bugle sénkh,

.

i N .
. RS

or the shaivite delty » OF votaries of Har,

y-the RAjA Phdichand. The'

and west, and f ‘ k
Nowadik ngrth and ¢ nd west, and from Kdrath 10
15-part of the count Fer.tam dasses of the Brahmans -

1y claim to be lineally descended-
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minence does over.an area of more than a quarter of a mile,
sere can be no doubt that this garh must once have been an
nposing city, whether the buildings were designed, for pur-
Joses of fortification of as palatial residences. o

This low mound measures, from east to west, about a -

juarter of 2 mile, and this

includes the spaces traditionally

illotted to the. Bhagnéha basdr, fort, and palace of the RA4ja

Philchand. The basdr is

Situation of remains.

said to have stood to the east of

the mound, or on that portion which
is lowest. The fort or stronghold

more to the west occupied'the centre of the eminence, and

the Raja’s private residence
tion is most thickly covered

on the western limit. This por-
with broken pottery and baked

bricks of a dark colour. Indeed, on the eastern side there is
but a slight sprinkling of these signs of by-gone otcupation.
In a superficial excavation made here one morning with only
one labourer, 1 found a great number of plack fragments of
burnt earthen vessels, also a broken tile or flat brick at a depth
of about 1 foot from the surface, which, when whole, would
have measured I1 inches by 7 inches by 1} inches, after which
all traces of brick seemed to disappear, leaving only the

_ pare earth, 1 could find no traces of continuous wails.

There are also some more mounds of minor jmportance

L J.
. Minor remains.
- : may

in this neighbourhood ; amongst these

be mentioned—17s?, Deo-Parht

Bardm, a mound upon which there is a fine banian tree
(Ficus Indica),—it is situated between Sabdri and Chowrdsi. ,
2nd, Sabanand-Dih, a 10w mound upon which I fatled to find
any traces of bricks. 1 did not, however, make any excava-
tions here. Situated between Deo-Baréndrdk and Mahddeo-
piir, 37ds Kant-Dih, 2% miles south-west of Deo-Bartindrik,

there is also a mound at

Karath, and at Kdpa-Patan, a

very large Pipal, surrounded with a heap of mud about-4 -
‘feet high, plastered over with. light-coloured clay and deco-

" rated with patches and stripes of various colours, and obla-

tions of ghee, curds ard buttermilk &c., are placed there

by the votaries of Baram-

.

Babd, which is the name given to
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 this shrine.. 1 saw many such in the Skdhdbdd district, but
none of the size or pretensions of that at K#pa-Patan.

The sacred Hindu villages called after saints, “holy

devotees, &c., and having the prefix of Deo attached to their
names, are very numerous in this part of Bekdr, as, for ex-
ample, Deo-Ditdehrs, Deo-Kali, Deo-Malphir, Deo-Barg.-
ndrak, Deo-Dih, Deo-Umga, Deo-Markandih, Deo-Pansa,
Deo-Chandyr, &c. The natives generally call all these places
simply Deo, and this renders it somewhat confusing when
searching for any partlcular site havmg this prefix, which is

common (o 30 many

&

2.—MAHADEOPUR.

(See Plate 111 ) )
At the small and obscure v:llage of Mahddeo)zzr situated
* 10 miles in a stralght line south of
.  Mahidoptr. Pira Théna, there is one very curious
‘ early brick temple quite enveloped amid the spreading
~ branches of a fine old’ pzjml tree (Ficus Religiosa), which
rows for the most part out of the northern wall of the

temple itself. This temple is almost unique, even as regards

Cits general form, but the pinnacle, or final member, avhich -
‘crowns it, is particularly so, being in form'a modification be-

tween a double-umbrella and double-mushroom. .
The glimpses of these ruins that were visible through

“*the luxuriant foliage of the pipal, together with that hand- -

‘some tree itself, had a very picturesque effect; but such a
pxcture would be of little use for archaeologlcal purposes, as
* it would not show the architectural details of the building.
' Hence, 1 was obhged to cut away the, branches from its
“easterh or front face in order to secure a view showing the
twa storeys of the temple, with its doorways of over-lapping
bncks, a.l the very peculiar pinnacle-above mentioned.”

i ‘SeePhtelH fbra view of this Temple, and Archaeologxcal Sm-vey, Vol,
xvx. Plste XX}; from. Bducation, Section and Plan. * _.

hd v

) .
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From careful measurements I find the total helght of
the MahAdeopfir temple is 42 feet 3 inches from the present
floor level to the summit, thus—

ft. in.
Height of lower chamber . . . 9. 9

”» upper ” . ‘. .19 8

» pinnacle .. . 12 10

. Total height of structure .42 3

* The area of the lower chamber is from north to south -

Dimensions of Lings tem- 8 feet 4 inches and from east to west
ple of Mahddeoptr. 8 feet 8 inches, and the height of
its entrance’ (this doorway is built of over-lapping bricks)
exactly 5 feet. The walls at base of this edifice are remark-
ably massive, being 5 feet 2 inches
thick at centre of lower chamber;
this, however decreases hxgher up, and the wall of the upper

Constructive details.

'chamber is but 3 feet 6 inches in thickness, and the doorway

to this chamber is 6 feet high, or 1 oot in excess of the
entrance to the lower chamber,

Measunng around the lower rim of the pmnacle before
mentioned, it has a diameter of 7 feet
7 inches ; this is, however, the larger
of the dual circular disc, which in its turn supports a series
of minor discs to a hexght of 12 feet 10 inches. The plan of
this temple is a polygon of twelve sides, dlmlmshmg by steps
or degrees until the floor of the second chamber is reached,
when it assumes the ordinary obeliskal shape common to
Hindu temples, and is finally surmounted by the pmnacle of
which, together with this curious temple, a view 'is glven in
Plate IIL '

It will be seen by the name of this v1llage, Ma/tda’aopzir,
that the greater part of its inhabitants are votaries of the -

Dimensions of pinnacle.

‘popular deity Mah&deo, and are consequently sagvites. Morea’

over, this temple is devoted .also to the worship of Radr



_ and excavators of Pokhra.

‘"
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or Hér, and is called Mahddeo-k4-Shivdla, being ‘duly sup-
plied with, linga, &c., requisite for such establishments.

From a short conversation with the Bhagath of this

.y shrine, I learned that popular belief

S;?;g{? E'L?ﬁffsa.‘;fm ?elr:;]: assigns the building of Mahddeo-kd-

Mindir, at a very remote age, to

the brothers Rdi-mal and Sahi-mal, who also are said to

‘have dug the Pokkra to the east of it; but my informants’

ideas were not at all clear as to who these brothers were,
and as I was pressed for time: and anxious to reach Dev-
Bartindrak, my stay at Mahddeopdr was not sufficiently pro-

Q

‘tracted to allow of many enquiries, - ~
' This early BrAhmanical temple and the more celebrated

 Similarity of Mahde ar B.tlddhi‘stic edifice of Bdddha Ga;ya,
temple to that of Baddhia widely knownas * the Great Temple,”
Gaya’ = .struck me as being much alike in
many respects, gnd, from its .general appearance and style

 of ‘'workmanship, I would assign about the .same age to the

Shivdia at Mahddeopdy. E
» Among the many features in which this temple corre-

| sponds with ‘that of B#ddha Gaya, may be mentioned—1st,

that it has two chambers, one abeve the ather, in common

. with the great temple ; 2nd,; that the upper chamber is corbelled
~ in‘exactly similar fashion; 3rd, the dogorways are built of over.
- lapping bricks ; 4th, though on a greatly reduced scale, I see

""a strong resemblance in the abstract proportions of this

' building to its colossal neighbourof Bdddha Gaya; and,

lastly, the kotha, or pinnacle, of the Mahadeoptr temple

. -appeared, what remains of it, to be so exactly like what' that

" of ‘Bfiddha Gaya must have been that, with a view to render - |

"-all the assistance in my power towards the completion of
~ the restoration of the last-named temple, an arduous.and
- responsible work which has been entrusted to the able supet-
. visiggi-of Mr. Beglar, Executive Engineer, I mentioned this
‘Wenfarkable sinilarity to that officer, and also sent him a°

<

ey
s

* ‘sketch’ of the "pinnacle, which, in my opi nion, with but little
- revision, might have served as a guide from which the ‘ruined |
ﬁnal of the Bdddka Gaya temple could have been restored.

S pelling is :—

CENTRAL INDIA, PESHAWAR, AND YUSUFZAL. 17

. Séme ;fest'oration is badly needed By the Ma?zddeopﬂr |
@;?iti ::ngerously' ruined temple itself, as when I left the place,
. . . Itswas propped up by heavy wooden
p(!)fe;- 1r;15ert§d diagonally into the upper storey; to arrive at
which chamber there does not appear to have.:
_proper staircase, P T evir been a

3—DEO-BARUNARAK. ,
(See Plates 1V to VIIL)

This essentially BrAhmanical village is sitﬁated just 6
miles to 'the north-east of Mahddeopity,
or 26 miles, in a straight line, south. -

&cl')eo-Barﬁnérak: situation,

west of drra, ,
The name of this village is wrongly given in Atlas Sheét .

No. 103 as Deonar-Narooh, The

correct form, however, is Deo-Barand.

‘Derivgtion and correct
orm of its name,

- *ak, as I will proceed to show. A Brihman belonging to

this ancient site very kindly wrote the name for me, and his
P »
T 9T O
pﬁvbroom{rk. ,
S - read DEO-BARUNARAK.
‘The name of this ancient site is derived from that of its
Legntry g v, fOUDe ,]\,%, or RAjA Bardn. This
‘, Ing 1s placed by the -
;';anfal recorders in: the latter ‘;ortion gf the %g;u;/;oz:- 112;;2-
) e brazen age;”it is said about 50 years before the _close,
~.f_ this epoch, and hence 435,151 years ago, that is, adding
:o‘years from the I_arazen age which, according to the code
*€ Brdhma, _comprises 864,000 years to the iron age now
[ bled to b(? In progress, and to amount to 435,}01 years,
The adjacent pobhra, a very large and handsome tank = .
also takes its name from the Qét

Dw;pur Pokhra. . . . :
in which Raja Baran is supposed to ™

. - V'This lo "y : ' ..
ated, ‘ﬂg vowel, seldom used in the body of a word, is curiousf unabbre«

VoL, XIX.
B
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ha've lived, being called Duwdpur-pokhra, or the -tank of “th

third, or brazen, age. This beautiful sheet of water ;
. ft‘ert]h?: w:t}.a the remains of numeérous temples of brick ,cc:r(:.

ction, is suppose i .
struction, villaggpis ; :111 1:::1 .be thg erk of .the king after whose
~ The exact limits of the dominion over which RA: f
. ;ﬁ:‘; :sredr;ztbﬁnownl;.but t.he neighbourhood of Deigzsz;:fz )
| , . co .

for the royal o :Sst,s. 1s religious establishment and an asylum
f Now, there is a very flourishing village, or rather a
_;mall town 8 miles to the north of
, assaram, ca i

I fake to be short for BARUNGAON, lcl:'d “g:fdl:p:) :‘iilaw}"f: ’}’l
yt:hxs name must, however, belong to a time after this sitege as
*.reduced to the status of a mere village, having been form Wlas
. if we may }udge.by some surrounding remains, much laer "

: and‘mor.e tmportant, and I propose to call it ’BARUNP oA
,apd to identify it with the city of RA4jA Barau, whi hURl?’ |
r,sxte of DeofBardndrak itself, though suﬂicienél . .'t y
!a.nnot represent, as all the remains here are o)f, rae?im'ent’

- edifices. At present Burrdon is under the partial ¢ glto UT
of a Babd who has a number of elephants and Ii "
spacious house. . ‘ | e me
In noticing a place far removed frc iect
General C‘fnningham has v&’ritten(‘] :f-‘r—o‘r‘nThmey rf::rc:eenzfsgb]ecn
_ or Baran, is unknown to Hindd history,” and a ain——-“a'll"ahn’
- .name is said to be derived from RAjA Aki-baran gthe ‘Cobr - |

- complexioned.” Here we see the word Baran emplo :c; |
ijxthvt.hat of Ak as a compound adjective, but I “l;sh)’ to{
- . show that no such sense is to be inferred from fts use i
B.ehar», Whel:e it means simply the’ proper name or title of K
0 ;::_kllng. It yvxll '.be seen by a perusal of the second volume o:
the A;chzeolog‘lcal Survey Reports, page 451, that Varmma
*‘Wdel {:o;pmon aﬂixz or surname, of several kings of the Chah.
. dynasty, and it is just possible that this Bardn, Varg
o o Vamg may be a corruption of VARMMA. , "

Burrdon BarOngion. -

———

1 ?idt Arcimologiqal Survey Reports, P. 147, Vol. X1V, [
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" The Brahmanical traditions of Deo-Bardndrak, though
preserving at least the surname of its founder, are, in com-
mon with all such accounts, in the formation of which the
Pirdnas have been largely consulted, from a chronological
oint of view, wholly unreliable, and therefore, before pro-
ceeding further, these should be dismissed as fabulous. The
numerous ' remains are now left to guide us, and, after con-
sulting various comparative epochs in Brahmanical architec-
ture, I would assign the erection of the oldest among: the
Deo-Baréndrak temples to about the end of the ninth, or
beginning of the tenth, century A.D. This period, besides
agreeing with the style of architecture employed in these
buildings, is that in which the sixth king of the Chandel
dynasty; and the first bearing the
v surname Varmma, reigned. Now, as
the Chandel princes were tributary to the Pdla dynasty of
Magadha, 1 infer that Yesso-Varmma, whom I would identify

Réj4 Varin a Chandel,

. with R4ja Varna or VARUNA of BARUNPURA (the present

Barrdor), was contemporary with the then paramount sover-

_eign Vigréha-Pdla, or even Mdhi-Péla himself, the 11th

Pdla sovereign,! of whom I discoyered a dated inscription

among the ruins of Vdidiandth. _
. Deo-Vardndrak itself is evidently an ancient religious site
Population of Va vindrak. sacred to Brahmans, and of that caste
there are, most unusually, more

" houses than of any other. - In the village there are about go
- dwellings, as follows :—

Castes, ' Dwellings, Castes, Dweliings,
Brihmlras . - . . . 15 || Rajwdrs . '.. . 8-
Rijplts |, . . 7 | Hajdms . . . 3
Ahfrs . W . . 8 | Malts . . 2
Koérs . 12 || Sowars 4
Thells . 9 | Kanfis 7
Dusads 5 | Patwarts 3

On out-skirts—
Pasts . . . . . <2 [l Chamérs 5
- 58 ) 32
Total number of dwellings 9

o éee Archzeolégical Survey Reports, p. 134, Vol. 111, for a genealogical table

of the Pdla Dynasty.
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b Amongst the Brgh.man community there are five elders

" o conduct all religious ceremonies here connected with
o e&temples, a few of which, though in ruins, are still

sed. These men are named—Chattr-Pdnda} Sitéha-

Pélnda, Romndth-Pérda, Gokhul-Ponda, and Deb; Pdnda.

and are all very,intelligent men o1e
" a d v .
formation. g nd most willing to give in-

At peo- Vardindrak there are altogether seven early brick
Eemm?s at Deo-Varing- temples standing .on a large brick

7a
mound(of these only two are large), a

stone monolithand a very ancient tank called Dwdpar-Pokhra,

This account is illustrated by a number ¢

structural and other antiquitiei, so it will ngf Fl;faatz:cz:s;he‘
to dwell upon a further description of them. Moreover, h .
ing previously been informed that a map of this placé haa:;
been secured by the Director General of the Archzological
Survey, I did'not spend any time in Ppreparing plans, &cig,l :f

.. _the buildings.at Deo-Vardndrak.!

‘The lower portion of the monolith was
~The | orti ; lith was buried i
ground for a depth of 2 feet 10.inches, and stdofi 71fnee:h:

“+ inches above the surface, so that a great deal more than the

"'bayse (which is of the usual form, s.e., a series of steps) was
" concealed, and had to be exhumed.

" .Carved stone pillar. . .
This pillar, it will be seen, has a rudely

- shapen squarish capital and bears on its shaft several miniature
' representations of the architecture of the period in which it wag

.. -wrought. One of these, which appears on all four faces of

, ‘Plate"¥1i} for two statues. See also’ Archeeological Survey, Vol. XVI, Plate

. the pi}lar, is particularly noteworthy ;—I allude to the curioys

£y

.+ capital crowning the first. member of the shaft: it
i S S - of t: 1t a
to be _qomposed .of_.a pair of winged lions or Pegagg: e;;:

* 1 The provincial form for Pandit or Piisri. : :
o e T B vincl ; ijérk, & class of Brih ose
- g¥ocation consists in expounding the Hindt religion to their fello::n s whase sole

- " SeePlates IV, V, VI, and VII for, views of the two large Temples—and

¢ XXI1,or & map of . the village site, and Plate X111 for a plan of the Templ
., ) o e

" mounded, Cunningham,

.8 See. Archzalogical Subvey, V. : 2
-Arghzalogical Subvey, Val, XVI, ,Pm‘ XXIV, from Mr. Ghrrick’s

. Photograph, for ',i‘»ﬁev of this monolith.
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the animals depicted, whatever they may be intended for,
do not seem to have any lower members to their bodies, for
they finish with a conventional ornament, like we often see
applied to the griffin in lieu of legs and feet; above this,
again, there is a row of human figures joining hands, which
goes right round the column; higher up, also, it is richly
carved with figures and ornament, while just above the base-
ment it is supported by four large stinding figures. .

I found a very fantastic design engraved on one of the
small pillars in the court-yard of the largest temple to the
south of the mound: the subject represented is apparently
a heron surrounded by a chaos of scrolls which are probably
meant for clouds; the execution and design of this intaglio

" is eminently Chinese, and strongly resembles the work on tea-

chests from that country. Also, on one of the ten granité

- pillarettes supporting this temple inside I saw a few similar

markings very clearly cut out of the stone, and, on the west
wall inside, ong of the panels is decorated with an old geo-

_metrical pattern (satzany), but very poorly drawn in gir# or

red earth. . ,
There are three inscriptions at Deo-Vardndrak, two old

and cut on two angles of one of the court-yard pillars, and
one more in modern Deva Ndgart near the site of the en-
“tmance gateway of the large temple.! -

4—GARHANI. -

Situated 13 miles south of Arra on the pakka road which
leads to Sassardm, the populous village of Garkant contains
a fine Mahomedan: masjid and an idol temple; these are,
‘however, both comparatively modern.

. Quite close to where my tent was pitched there is a
smaller temple, or rather the four walls of one, as the roof

‘has long since disappeared. To this brick enclosure a
| : '

‘ 1 The two old inscriptions here mentioned are the left and right-hand halves
'Of one inscription, engraved pn adjacent faces of ¢ epillar. See Archaological
'Suyrvey, Vol. XVI, Plates XXV and XXVI, for a copy of the inscription taken
from Mr. Garrick’s Photographs.—4. Cunningham. . .
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. » the
: lled Ndndn on
’ 1 village ca
. ‘To the north of a sma
surprising number of women come dail

t 5 miles
) d and abou 1
. E° Trunk Road, smal
y twice, and even thrice ] Gratn dof Bhojpir, 1 founde asome in
with brass and copper vessels, filled with water, sandal-woodl Bhojpir. e%tsh nine pieces of sculgm:cﬁitec tural
simdd, and rice as offerings to the deity; wi ’ hambered temP‘,e wi ite. The figures and & ¢ of much
‘ t to their homed o-¢ tzne and others 18 gr:}?ése. sculptures were r:lo presenting
R { -S
composed of a bric lu‘;m ent represented ‘l)y was razed to the grQ““St’ath e placed
and as the enclosure that enshrined@ forn ount, and the temI; lfri"k work with a hng?mndations- v
. . . . : o % ’ : - u . .
these msignificant symb 0 ¢ c:rely a foundation Of one of the char.nber bz. the remains of
e heavy floods of rain we - o (™ ¢#u in the centre © is a mound said tohaﬁ ds to stay for
. At Bhojpir theI;eI had no time on myhin g westward with
i4 Bhoy's fort, b lace, as 1 was mar(;; r sitesof interest
avations at t?us gdth Darowli and O .et [The usual 1s
haste for dedyaf the Shahabid district.
to the west O .
gtot

fdamagar. 4. C]

E so}’

» wading through the
heedless of the torrents of ‘rain, to Ppropitiate these li
devis.  Within one hour | counted over fifty of these piéI
creatures, who visited the devisign, | am told their pri
cipal motive is to avert sickness, fever especially, of which
great deal was rife at the time of My visit to Garhgny, |
I am not at all sure whether.

Or no these eight idols
Worship of Indra or Ma. avidiously worshipped are symbolic;
- ghavan, 1

6—DELDANAGAR.
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' ‘ ’ hree two
in the shade of a tope of trees (bdg). Of the firstt
‘belong to the Akér community and one toa Chamdr. One of

those in the village belongs to the Koérs, who also own one of -

i i ; the other mortar

- those in the bdgh south-west of the village; t. : nort
he::eis the proiiarty of a Mussalman; th? remaining one.msu.le
the village belongs to two _fagirs conjointly: so that it will

‘' be observed the manufacture of g4~ is a general industry and

quite unconfined, like most other -pursuits, to any caste in

' particular. I also heard that those who invest in this mode-

peculati it hi rati duct of their

f speculation find it highly lucrative, as the pro h
. faboﬁr is sold on the spot to Mahdjans, who despatch it to
'the various marts, taking all risk upon themselves; and, as the

* stone may be called everlasting, and the upper works which

* are. of bab#l wood nearly so, there is little or no wear pccai
‘sioned by use, the machinery being preserved for severa

- generations.” - The outlay made by these manufacturers at |

starting is little, and they. are consequently increasing, I

" am told,’in number rapidly, leaving the more,fo.ilsome and‘un- |
. certain- pursuit of grain cultivation en acquiring a sufficient

capital to enable them to start in' the manufacture of this
gdr; which is- perbaps more generally consumed throug!xout
lndl’a than any other commodity, for vast masses entirely

live:upon saccharine diet, and sweetmeats may be called the

staple food of the Panjdb:‘s; g:sp-ecial]y where, in cena}n cities,
whole streets are almost entirely populated by sa/wdss. s
. The stone in its rough state is rolled here from Ckandai-
garh,l where R36 are paid Jor it; the. transport thencg tt,o
Delddnagar by cooly is R7; .the carvings are execute hy'
an ironsmith, who also set it up for Rio: altogether, the
wood-work, pestle, &c., costs, with labour, Rs. Then, an iron
evaporating dish is purchased for Ri4. Here we ha;re a;
votal of Ry3, for which; with. the addition of a couple o

mue . It occarred tom hought

"hindr Fort, [t occorred to'me that C‘hanlc.lggr g
ks g’nh‘aog‘s(ihénandent site of Kundalpér, the city of King Vish-
Ménc‘ “In thie Vishn! ‘Bhigavat of the Pévdnas.

sthso Clisibo-gith—A. Cunningham.] .

SR S

' mensions, &c.

the investor is rendered compmtively independent.

4o Yarie: 18, Charankdri-girh, commonly pronouriced Chandl-garh
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This practice has evidently been common from time imme-
morial, as some of the stones are much worn and defaced,
and valuable inscriptions have been found oh others.

1 enquired after the sculptor who, it appears, has the
entire monopoly of. this kind of work,

Indigenous sculpture. . : 1
. Indige vt being the only man for a great dis-

~ tance who practises the craft. He is by trade a blacksmith,

and lives at a small village called Bhawdra, situated about
half a mile to the north of Delddnagar, and his practice is to
trace the forms he intends engraving upon stone from memory
with a sharp-pointed chisel, without the aid of any tracings or
memoranda; after which he proceeds to carve the forms of
his design into bas-relief very rapidly

7.—~DAROWLL.

The remains at Darowly consist of two small-sized Hinddi ‘
Remains at Darowli: di- . temples in ruin, and measuring—r7s#

: » « temple, from north to south, 15 feet
8 inches and east to west 18 feet 7 inches, beirig 5 feet high;

" 2nd temple, from north to south 36 feet, and from east to west
23 feet, and 3 feet high, with sundry pieces of sculpture.

Two fine tanks, apparently old, and a kot or garh, a large
mound, measuring from north t& south 108 feet and from east
to west 88 feet, being a5 feet high. There is also a sniall
brick mound, with standing walls and a few fragmentary sculp-
tures, about 3 miles to the north-north-west of Darowh.
 The first-named temple still retains its brick walls to a -
height of about 4 feet 6inches, or 5 feet ;- these are filled in with’

‘mud and débris, the whole forming a compact mound, on the
~ top of which there are four stone obelisks, averaging 4 feet high
~and carved on all four faces. A few other fragments of sculp-
ture, much broken also, can be seen on this mound. Were this

mound excavated and emptied of all the rubbish now filling -
it up, it is very probable that a number of additional sculp-

“tures, and even inscriptions, may be discovered ; but when

I visited Darowds all the procurable labour was monopolised

by the agriculturists in ploughing operations, but I got my -
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_own men to exhume some stones and sculptures of sorts.
I would strongly recommend that a supply of pickaxes and
shovels be allowtd to me, for in many instances the coolie

labour is procurable when the professional diggers,—scil, -

‘the Bind, Ninia, and Bilddr castes—are not ; moreover, com-
ing with genth and phowra, they generally demand an enhanced
wage to the labourers coming without these 1mplements
. At the entrance. of the 2nd temple, which i 1§ at present
Sanskrit inscripion in ORIy @ foundatlon almost wholly de-
Variha temple. prived’of walls, I sawa stone placed
to serve as a door-step, but whlch clearly formed the ongmal
lintel of the entrance gateway.” This stone bears an mscnp-
_ tion in Sanskrit which was originally in three lines, but on ac-
count of the'people constantly treadmg upon it as they enter
to worship here, and also perhaps owing to the habit way-
farers have of resting their burdens on this stone.under the
cool shade of a spreading banydn tree, which overshadows
these ruins, there is only a small portion of this inseription

preserved' the remainder having been rubbed away. The

prmcxpal sculptures here are as follow : —

¥ Sculptures at Darowh.A 1. Nrepresentatlon of the askta sakts,

" and lay on mound No. 1. , . | . 1 :
2. A large representation of ':'shnd, with figures in adoration.
. 3. Ditto ditto . ditio ' ditto.
These two (a pair) stand on. enther side of the banyan.
4 A sati monument, with bas relief of hand betwixt the sun and
. moon.
8. A figure of Pd'rvatz. ,
6. Several architectural fragments.
7. A large statue of the boar avdidr, Vdrdha, the 3rd mcarnatnon

of Vishn#.

There are in all four places.called Derow/s in and about

this vicinity ; one, Darowli théna, on the Ghogra river; the
second ' Darowli is 2 small village situated 5 miles south-
‘westof Delddnagar the third Darowls is that which forms the
"-subject of thisaccount, and of which mention is made on page
R 4,62 of Dr. Buchanan'’s Statistical Volume on Beh4r; and there -
- is another Darowh close to’ the Grand Trunk Road leading to .

,‘ | 5

of which three of the figures are broken off -

3
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Banaras. The Darowli which stands third on this list is an
average- -sized Hinda village containing about eighty houses.
It is accessible from the north by a much more convenient
way than the Awcha road laid down in Atlas Sheet No. 103.
Startmg from Delddnagar, there is a rude and somewhat
zigzag path across the fields to Kura-ghdt, where the water of
the Karamndsa river is just fordable for camels at low tide.
A similar path on the south side of the Karmndsa leads to a
village called 7éra, and thence to 7eryta, Straj-pura, and
Rohia. To the east of Rokra, Darowli is quite visible, and is
distant altogether 10 miles from Delddnagar in a southerly

direction.
.

8. —~RAMGARH,

From Darowli the vxllage of Rdmgarh is only § miles
south-west, and about equi-distant between th® former and
Béiyndth.

Rémgarh possesses, be51des a thdna, a post office, a con-
Rémgarh mound. siderable populatlon and two mounds,

or garhs, after the larger of which
the v1llage is called,

The mound ‘called Rdmgarh is somewhat higher than
that of Darowli, and is to all appearances composed of mud.

I made no excavations here, nor do I think any were called -
for, as, aftera casual examination of Rdmgarh, I came to the
conclusion that it was little more than a mass of earth, de-
spite the numerous tales extant about its connection with
city of Rdm-chandra, one of the later mamfestatlons of the

denty

9.—VAIDYANATH.!

The village of Vdidyandth, commonly written Bdijndth
Vaidianath: its situation, in the Hindi form, is situated one
&. march to - the south of Zamama,
or 22 mlles south of Ghdzzpzir, in a straight line, and it is

1 See Plates 1X, X, and XI.
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perhaps one of the most interesting sites in- India—not

so much for its present standing architectural remains, .

aec
which, though ancient, are comparatively few in number, but
on account of its historical associations, both archzologl-

. cal and ethnological, its situation being surrounded on.aI}:
sides by countless structural telics of a by-gone time, whic

alike tell vividly of the tise and fall of unknown dynasties, and

set forth examples of the earliest Braihmanical architecture of

which we have knowledge. It is interesting on account, also,
ofits close union with the early history
of this part of the country, its position
in the very heart of a labyrinth of decayed sites ; and, ﬁnfxlly,
on account of the structural and otl.1er..’ remains contained
within -its own limits. These, both buildings and. sculptures,
belong entirely to early and mediavafl Brahmanism and Fhe
- worship of,the gods generally, stringent search having

Brahmanical remains,

wholly failetl in bringing to light any of those relics bearing .

even remotely on the Baddhistic religion, and I feel confi- .

dent that any attempt to discover traces of Baddhism here

‘ i , d emains should in my
‘will prove futile, and' the Vdidyandth remains should y.
Z;inign be regarded as purely, Brdhmanical in origin and

, Jopment. : . . . .
. d?veThE remains at Vdidyandth consist of a’large mound west

Andi ound and modern . .
:e‘?:;l'eentta"gﬁu "of sculptures, comparatively modern Saivite temple,

of the vﬂlage, 'upon which is built a.

ke ' a low brick-strewn mound, now under

- cultivation and situated half a mile to the north-east of village ;

this mound is called Kakahai-gark, a brick mound towards

- illage, ' 2 Iptures under
the south of village, and some fr:a.gmenta.ry sculpt: .
trees a little to the, north of Baijndth. Of these numerous

1

_remains in the neighbourhood of, but at some distance from,

- Bagjndth a list in tabular fotm is given further on in these

oA, - .. :
Pag;otlﬂg the extremely regular form of the large mound,

4 a et . . C ovg . I con.
_ dpon the centre of which the present Shw4{a_ ;tgnfls,
dlnded, after examining and’ partially excavating this mound,

‘that ‘it ‘was nothing ‘more or- less than the remains of the

w

 ancient temple of Vaidyandth.

s . 4
B!
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In order to lay bare the foundations of this building, .1
commenced excavations very shortly after my arrival at Bagj-
Excavations in ancient #d4¢h and had exhumed a number of
mound, chambers and transverse walls, when

- I'was desired by the brothers Bdbd Dwarika Singh and Babd
- Jagandth Singh, rtesidents of Rdpdr (Baijnath) to dis-

continue digging here, and, as these men assured me that the

temple was their own property, I complied, for the time being, -
with their request, losing no time, however, in enquiring from
the authorities at Arra regarding the truth of their claim to
ownership. But, though I engaged myself with other work,

_pending the recommencement of my excavations in this intér-

esting mound, unfortunately the authority, which would have
enabled me to unearth the foundations of this ancient build-
ing; arrived so late that it only reached me on my leaving

- Vaidyandth for Central India. But the paper, which is ac-
. companied by two parwdnas in vernacular to these brothers,

might be useful hereafter, if this good work ts to be completed.
. My excavations here, as far as they went, disclosed three:
dhambers, the original floors' of which were beautifully cement-

- ed with gach, or lime cement. It was also found that the

stone-work in this early structure was all fastened together

"with massive E-shapen cramps, a number of which we found

) Na:lure‘ of masonry ex-- below the mound’s surface, some s
umec, .Sttu or fixed into divers blocks of

bbe'auti‘f'ully squared and dressed stone, and others just loosely
~ lying about. The original floor of the ancient temple now

represented by this heap of ruins was, as nearly as possible,
on g level with, or it may be slightly below, the surrounding
fields, the present surface level of the mound being generally
about 8 or 10 feet higher.

From what 1 could discern by these partial excavations,

_ the original temple must have had a large portico in front (or

to the east) supported upon a number. of columns, a large

. shrine or mahd-mandapa in the centre, and a line of priests’
- cells to the west behind the edifice, the whole being surround-

ed by a massive wall about 120 feet ' from north to south and

100 feet from east to west, of which wall I found distinct traces.
‘ . A e

4
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The small modern temple now .standing upon: this

mound was in design, originally, a

Cubictemple., Sple cube of about 1z feet, but

to this has been added, of late years, a very ugly pyramid-
shaped top. I heard from the Brihmans that this top was

added about 16 years ago by the Babd brothers before men-

tioned, and constitutes gheir sole interest in these remains:
The floor of the temple is below the surface of the sur-
rounding mound, and its roof is built of the usual overlapping
stone slabs. It wouild be altogether unworthy of notice were
. ;. - itnot for the ruthless waste of sculp-

Materials of ancient tem- . , .

ple utilised in construction of tUres, and, very likely, valuable in-
modern temple. scriptions also, that it exhibits in every
part. . I allude to the materials of which this Sksvd/a is built,
that is, a medley of sculptures in every imaginable position,
used haphazard iu lieu of bricks or stones, and, as these un-
doubtedly belong to the earlier temple below, this ungainly
little building affords an apt illustration of the fact that the
theft of materials from ruined Hindd temples is not prac-

tised by Mussalmans alone for theé building of their mosqued;

bat also by the Hindds themselves for later temples.
Although I enquired carefully for inscriptions, with the ex.

ception of a pilgrim’s record inscribed on a column, nobody

knew that any existed. But on closely searching the wall

now surrounding the mound, and which. belongs to about the

same time as the modern temple on the mound, being also,
in confmon with this Skivdla, literally builé of sculptures, 1

_saw a few marks peeping above the ground, and on digging =
away the earth from this portion of the

) Di:séqveryuof a Sanskrit 0] ) ot
 inscription. ’ Ohdr-dawdle, 1 discovered an inscrip=

" tion of S7¢ Madana Pdla, one of the Pdla sovereigns of T

" Magadha. This record is dated in Samwvaf 9 on Friday, the
" °_11th of the dark fortnight of July, and consists of two long
- lines, thus: ‘ . :
Sri Madana Péla Deva Samvatsara Navame.:
Aswin badi I Sukre* . . . .
"3 Lam indebted for this reading to General Cunsingham.
u ' -

L]
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Of the sculptures I exhumed here, the most noteworthy

Coare: ’

‘The richly carved uprights and lintels of two gatewa.ys,vfor '
vﬁﬁ‘;ﬁ’.ﬁf;{? exhumed at Which I afterwards found some minor
th. ornaments, which asststed me in

making a restoration of one. These highly ornamental

gateways measure 9 and 1o feet high i i

: an gh respectively, besid
7 polygonal shafts, similar to that inscribed with thz pilgrimsz
rec}:lord; the ba§es ?f 3, and capitals of 5, of these were also
exhumed, making in all nine columns of the pattern shewn in

‘plate X, two (including that inscribed) being afready on the

o : .
surface of the mound on my arrival. Itis upon such columns
’

| though the precise number would be difficult to hame without

a thorough excavation of the mound, that I conclude th
eastern porch before mentioned to have been supported GI:
a!sP unearth?d ten sculptured obelisks similar to twelve otile
visible dn this mound at the time of my visit to Baijndth brs
sides a large number of miscellaneous BrAhmanicil s
more or less common. . Fraes
B There are now in all th’ree inscriptions at de'dyandth": the
Viidyandth insceigtions, ili;st th;\t (:if the king Madana Pdala
o o eva, already noticed ; secon
:ll.nes{ merely recording the name of a pilgrim, ;vith th:ei ’dft‘t:“:;
1s visit ; and thizd, a very short inscription, having only five’

cearly characters, which commence with the name of Sitd,

This record was found b
s rec y a mere chance on one of the gat

uprights, upon which the figure of S; i i,
appears frequently, e S”'d, thé ‘Wlfe o o

‘ Of the first and third inscriptions readings have now been
given.. It remains, t..he;efore,’ to describe the second record
apparently of a pxlgn'm, and giving merely the name of ihé |
writer, followed by his religious title F- Fogd," devotee,” and

the numeral date of Samvat (?) 7oo, which; if we take the

Indian Saka era, would correspond with 779 A.D,, thus :
Magardhmaja Fogs ¥oo. -

Wereft not forthe frequent and prominent occurrence of this
name in many ¢f the holy resorts of India, the inscription would

7
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1l for further comment. But' it will be seen from the fal~:
)owingthat y'tbis, pilgrim was no common mendicant, and must
hsive commanded considerable resources to have enabled hxm:;-
‘to visit the humerous places at vast distances from ea.xch othelif’
atwhxchhls #ame remains insqribed—this, too, ata time whet‘t-i
“tra Yling was very expensive and seldom undertaken thhquti,:
% &ue number of elephants, camels, and a.ttte.ndants. .Beﬂret\;
. proceeding to try and find out who this pilgrim was, it may.
“not be amiss to'quote the following extract from an account;,
‘of Narwar, which will be found on page 331, Volume II of the:
. Archaological Survey Repbrts -— L

“The onlyawork now existing in the fort that can 'be attributed
with any liromility‘ to the Hindls is a_large tank in th.e citadel”
wlied Magar-dhaj ‘ot -Makara-dhwasa. $he name is a Hindd one,
id to be tkat of .the Rajad at whose expense the tank was

b Fet ‘aciire € top, and from 35 to 36 feet deep, the who)e being.
bove, xtfact throws a, mass of lighton the an-
of "this intrepid travell® and. devotee. The ab-
f'the affix Fogs” in the Narwar forms of this
shich’ grée exactly ‘'with that of the in;cnpt.xon‘;zf

GS&;ﬂﬁQL;iS easily explained by the popular mcqu-
ot ,ihiﬁiféifﬁ‘élmb'stf _everywhere, to shorten and cu}rtvaﬂ-‘v
;V"op‘et‘ffjnai;"l.és,"”a,n&ﬂnot being sin this instance part of the

»"*'in Muhammadan proper names, it is not necessary
tification. Moreover, it would appear that this tank

1d;us further on in the same account already partly“’
ro:that the®tank ‘ was originally intended to

of Water, but the thick coaling of stucco, which
' ¢hie {aterior, ‘has long ago disappedred, and thﬂej'
quite dry, except after héavy rain, when it has-a

[

4t a later period the bed of the tank was

work inust have been rather costly, as the tank is .

' prblie;,’biit';merely a religious epithet similar to the pre- -

g;afjex;, which, however, it retains only for a short,

den containing 'a number of plantains and
hat . no .chronological- difficulty seems td .
s the identification-of Maggr-dhwas Fogh,

s
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“the pilgtim of the eightl.l century, whose name figures on
dentification. of Magan. - countless c.elebrate.ad places of.‘ pil-
':::;{, Josi ':;int?&l?afd Magar-  grimage, with Rd4j4 Magardhaj, the
‘- excavator of the Nalapdra tank.
Amongst many other objects inscribed with this pilgrim’s
name may be mentioned the monolith of Bidgalpar, visited'
by me during the cold season of 1880-81. This is an exact
. transcript of the smaller column at Vaidiandth inscribed, also
within the same year, i.e. Samvat ? 500.' .
" . The small obeliscal pillarettes, of which twenty-two are now
above ground, are somewhat similar to the four I found on the
ruined temple at Darowl. They are solid square pillars,
Carved chapels. pering towards the top and mostly
_ rowned with a circular ornament,
probably meant for the Amaranth., They are generally about
§ feet high, and divided off into several compartments or
storeys, each of which forms the frame of some design in bas-
relief—generally human figures. '

Having seen these objects in some other places, I was.
much puzzled to find out their use, or what purpose they could
have served about these temples (as they are wholly unadapt-
ed to architectural purposes), and partly by the almost pu-

.. trefied matter with which their crevices were filled, and partly

from information I received from BrAhmans, I discovered )
‘that these obelisks were worshipped, independently of the
principal temple, as votive chapels, being daily anoigted with -
red lead, &c. (which had to be dug out of the crevices, as I
photographed a selection of these interesting objects).

Linfer that they were also placed on given Spots sure
rounding, or in front - of, the temple. Probably, being gifts of
the more affluent of its congregation, they were not unlike

-

» small models of temples them'selves.l

~ 'Itake Magar-dhwaj Jogi to have'been a simple Hindd mendicant who
" visited most of the holy places in Northern India. I have found: his name. in
some eight or ten different places. It is always followed by the ‘number 700, ex-
cept in the instance of the Bhigulpore plllar mentioned above, on which the

- .‘. number is réversed &5 007.~ A4, Cunningham,

voL. XIX. . : ‘e
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Kakahai-garh is a low mound, exhxbmng in places traces
of broken pottery and situated about
half a mile north-east of the village of
It at present bears very good crops of wheat, and,

Mlnbr Remains.

Baz]ndth

~while ploughing here, it is related that a labourer found a -

- number of gold coins about go years ago.

. A nameless solid brick mound also exists a little to the
south of Baijndth, on which there are some fine old trees
and sculptures, and the . bricks of which it is compqsed are
mostly large,

‘The tanks of Vaidyandth and its neighbourhood are
very numerous, and are popularly
called pokrgmand sometimes ¢4/ and
kzmd and as some usefal nam may exist amongst

& Tanks.

- them, 1 ‘have made a list, preserying, when possible, their

 ancient names - (now obsolete and-known only by the better
educated classes) along with those now in use, It will be
observed that the original forms of several names have under-
gone much change. ,
(1) Large tank behmd Vazdzarzdth Shivdla, ancient name
Szv-_kzind, present name Sri-Basjndthi-ka-kdnd ; (3), large
-tank in front.of temple (east), ancient name Dharnav-idnd,
* present name Dkrubi; (3), north of temple, ancient name
- Karamktind, present name Kakahas-pokhra; (4),further north,
“-ancient' name Syp-#4nd, present name Sabgan ; (5), west of
last-naméd tank, ancient name Bryl Foyne, present name

Sorot ; (6), further west, ancient name Mdskdnd, present name :
 Brathi:taldb; (7), south of last-named tank, ancient name

“Pandav-kiind, 'present name-Prrhs; (8), south of village of
Vasilu {quite close to Bayndtlt), a medlum-sued tank, former
- name Baryah-kdnd, present name Barzhdla (9), east of last
tank early name' Karm-kind, present ‘name Kodri-tdl, so*
hamed by people of that got7a. : !
% “The following is a list of ruined buildmgs, &c., in the
vncum:y of Vaidyandth. They are genenally of- Swirdns
_origin and popularly called Kot - %egardmg the abo-

ngmal tribe 10 the penod of vﬂ:ose rule myost of the ruins
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in this part of the country are assigned, more wxll be said

~ hereafter.
Names of Vlllaﬁel. Names of Xot, Situation, REMARKS,
Mahadev-ka Kot .| S. of village . | SwirAni—very ;:arly.
1. Baijnith Singapﬁr«Kot +|.N. of village Ditto  ditto.
Nirfar4n Kot +|N.-E.of village .| " Ditto ditto.
2, Kakahai .| Kakahai Kot , -1 W. of village .| A number of gold coins
. were ploughes up here
a \ 90 years ago.
3. Méra . . |Balha or Rwira Kot | N of village . | Early Swiri mound.
‘4 Manstra .| Nameunknown . Ditto Ditto  ditto.
5. Kasthre Dito ¥ ' |S.W.ofvilage ,| Ditte dito,
6. Siapokhr .| MAba-dihor Kot .. of village Ditto  ditto.
7. DepArsarai .|BAl Kot . | .| N-W. of village .| Ditto ditto.
8. Sahaka .| Sahaka Kot . | W. of village Ditto. ditto.

-9. Khorhra « .| Jowri er Javala Kot . | S.-E. of village . Aé)parently destroyed by-

-" . '

0. Ravra , . | Name unknown .| 8. of village . | Mediaval (SwirAni).

° . :
I Amlada .| Am'ada Kot .| N.by W.of village | Ditto ditto.
13. Pipre . . { Dev Kot .| E. of village . | Early (Swirani). ~ ®
" 13. Vaithani . .| PArasdiha Kot . Ditto .| Ditto ditto,
14. Krimi . . | Simply called Kot .| S. of village . | Ditto  ditto.
- 185. Kanhptira . { Shfam Kot Ditto ‘ | Ditto  ditto.

16. Mohania . .| Rodr Kot . N.E. of village ,|Ditto ditta,

17. Alamptr .| Name unknown * .| S.and W. of village| Two high mounds in
which a number of coins
were recently found,
Some of these coins are
of Akbar's reign, show.

that, in ﬁn 1 proba-

ilit ,they(the mounds)

) were occugned as late as

C Sriod of the 3rd
~18. Akohli - { Kali Kot . " Ditto . Swlr i (ear;;)
" 19 Darowli .| Mai Kot " .| W.of vilage .| Ditto ditto.
20.W0rajplra . | Name unknown Ditto Ditto ditto,

23, Saimfar Harmbjhhti Kot . | B. of village . | Early (SwirAni),

L d
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Nases of Villsges, | Name of Zot, " Situation, . Rasanss.

32, Krpalpte . | Krpa Kot - .|'S. of village .| Bacly (Swirkni).
‘23. Bhthbanf .|Nameless . .|. Ditto . .|Ditto ditto.
i . - {
‘24. Niair . . | Kadahr Kot .| W. of village .| Very tall. Medizval wall
being still seen.
2s. Maturi . | Nameless S.B. of village .| Ordinary low mound,
'#6. Ramgach .| Rimgnd or Kot .|B.of vilage .| Large flat mound.
27 Gogarh . GodihorKot . ' .|S.of vilage .| Ditto ditto. o
. 28, Kalpanptr . 4 Kots - snrroundmg 'NoE., N..N. E,, E. [Three large and one un‘%
- village. and S.W. of| apparently veryold, ¥
village, -
39.‘ Agni . . | amounds, one named | Both W. of vlllago\ Early (Swirdat). ,
' Dhaka.Kot,and the | . v ( ) ‘
S other nameless, ,"'
0. Chiths. . |Chutha-Kot . .{E.ofvilage . .|Ditto ditto.
. 31 Debhlésa beuag*anorxot - pite. . .|Dito ditto.

L a
e AR

List of places in which a few specnmens of the Swirs

tnbe are to be found— '~ . ,
' 1. Khialgarh. ‘ 9. Vargn; e
3. Bowriphn - 't 10, Pandora. '
RS 3. Siddhdryi. ' 11. Visora.
8 " 4 Phétia. 13, Emavats.
- 5. Fagdispur. 13. Madhdbans. ‘
6. Dadhdra. v 14. Sindhora, Noroja, Dlsano
7. Pirsada. " owrks, Lnbdrc, and Par» -

‘ | .8, Pokhrs. . oSt
Drmng the summer. of 1881 I marked a féw hnes in the

.- volume on*Behar, prepared by Dr." Buchanar:. (Hamilton) in -

. the early part of the present cehtury “In these fey lines was
“coitained a vague “allusion to a. certain’sparse’ tribe called
Suirs.or Sevirds, but with the excephon of his conviction,that -

they were the” abangmes of Behar and: its- nexghliourhood -

dnsauthomy faﬁed in obtammg specxﬁc mformauon rem.s\, _
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season (1881-83) lay in the, Gangetic Dodb, thus, in no
small degree, facilitating the' researches which, at length,
induced me to compile a brief ethnological paper to accompany
my report on Vaidyanith and its ruins,'and I venture to hope
that the enquiries which have been the subject of much inter-
esting labour to me may afford at least a portian of the interest

‘to my readers.

Much confusxon was occasioned at the outset of my
enquiries in this direction by a mis-

d race.
| Danvirs,  inded race taken notion entertained by some

‘Pandits, whose intelligence I brought to bear on the subject,

that a small f0/a near Zamania (Ghazipr) was inhabited by
Swiris, but the got turned out to be in reality Danvdrs, a
kindred tribe of very much later origin; and though most of
the architectural remains in the vicinity of Vaidyandth are
traditionally assigned to Swir7 R4/, or period of Swirdns rule,

‘absolutely nothing is known by the peasantry, Thakurs, or

Pandit Brahmans regarding the Swirss themselves, who as
a people are suppesed to haye taken
to the woods many centuries ago—led
wild lives, some killing sufficient game for their daily wants
by archery, but-the majority existing on herbs and wild
fruit (kandmal), and ultimately to have completely dlsap-
peared from the face of the earth. Strife is vaguely under-

The SWirfs, their forest life.

" stood to be the reason of their le#ving human habitations

and taking to the woods. Similarly with the race that owned
Babd Kdnwa Singh as their chief. The general belief is
that, on the flight of the Swiris from Baijndth, much wealth
was left behind, from which many -
, families were -enriched, and in divers
brick-covered mounds, jewellery, arms, coins, &c., of un-
doubted Swirdni origin are occasionally exhumed.! ThlS is
the legend the*more enlightened class of Bekdris are wont to
tell, and which has descended amongst them as the folk-lore
of successive generations,—the poorer classes, who trouble

Their jewelleryand weapons.

: themselves but little with such matters, are ignorant of even

1. From verbal and written accounts of these, 1 h‘e prepared a list of the
meneq and.afms used by this race.. - - - . .



'wyearsago

;i pﬁmosfaphy
L h!m- tradltnonal love of obscurity, shrink most. ptovokmgly»‘
. feom any notice being taken of them;-this timidity.is doubt-
‘lJes# hariced by the ignorant vxllagers of Khylgarh .amongst.
" whomn,. 1"afterwaids *heard;: many ‘stories ‘were rife of peo-
-ple being deporte lialoms aolens for coolie labour, to foreign

s

' Stiruj-vansa.
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the tribe’s name. So far the first account is correct, but, as
Their assumed name of 1 presently discovered, these people
.under the sobriquet (not altogether

unappropnate) of S#raj-vansa Stlll inhabit certain obscure_

villages in small numbers.
« At the commencement of this season, I was very anxious
to obtain diagrams of these aborigines, by which to illustrate
my paper; but, though 1 took considérable pains and sent
several emissarigs to bring' me specimens, we failed to find a
single representative of- the tribe, until one night at about
11 o’clock I was disturbed at my writing-desk by an intelli-
gent villager, who, hearing that I 'was enquiring about the
Swivi-k4), came to inform me that some members of that
A ‘family of Swiris, who' Tace were: then living in a village
seitied in. Kh ydigarh sbout - called: Khydigark, alittle to the south
o - of Kdsi—f¢ (Banaras). . With this  wel-

o come mformatnon,[ sent some servants along with a Brdkman,
' .wttlypreSents of money for’ the: Sw#rés- and . instructions to
~ bring: me specimens. of the tribe, promising not to detain

them above the few hours it would take to secure pictures by

means of . photography But before my departure from
Vaidyandth to. inspect a Biddhistic monastery on the north

" They dmmp‘fmm Knyai- . side of the Ganges, they all fled from

garh” . the only vnllage I was certain of their
mhabltmg (K hydlgarh)?

I, however, kept some Brdltmans in commumcatlon, no-

" tably Pandit. Rdm Khaldon Brdhnian: and his father (both of
‘Banaras), and since heard favourable news, and on my, arrwal(
o Vaxdyan&th afsecond time, with. considerable trouble and

" Records of the aboriginés expense. to. myself, I succeeded in
are_obiained by meazs of : geiting a'most characteristic example
~- o iof. this. timid: clan, who, bearing out

climes, &c o and otifess my Pandxts Weré,themaclveanot
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1

unwanting in faith, and required me to promise solemnly that
it was not for Mauritius that the Sw#ris were wanted, and
after satisfying their own minds on this point they were able
to swear on Gangdsi of the entire harmlessness of my in-
quiries, and fetched me a headman, or Sirddr of the small
community, and his child, so that, after so many trips failing
on my first visit, the affair having matured during my absence,
I obtained plates of the Swirss and much information that -
my paper previously lacked. Photographs of these two will

. befound in Vol. XVII, plates 32 and 33, of the Archzological .

Survey, as illustrations of General Cunningham'’s notice of
the Suir, or Savara, aborigines. )

In order to ascertain the approximate number of this
tribe now extant; I induced four Brdimans of Beh4r to peram-
bulate all- these villages in which any hope of their presence
might be entertained, losing no opportunity myself for pro-
secuting enquiries in the meantime. The gesult of our joint
.work in this direction was, perhaps, not quite so-satisfactory
as might have been expected, for I failed altogether to see a.

 single member of the race, their name (owing perhaps to the

extreme paucity of their numbers) being wholly unknown in .

" the country they once .ruled ! My emissaries were, however,

more successful, and, by comparing their several accounts
(some received quite lately) 1 arrived at the number recorded
Their' present population, in the ‘margin, 7.e., 47, which stands
about 47. for an area of- ground'ab.out 150 by
- 100 miles, or from Arra to MirzapQr east and west and from
Azimgarh to the hills lying to the south of Séssardm, north
vand south. Of those timid creatures following wild lives in
the jangals 1 am unable to speak.

“In appearance these people are altogether different to'the
®ordinary peasant belonging to this
part of the country. Looking more
like the Uriya —of Lower Bengal, they wear the nimanandsi-
chandan and various other #ilaks' of
roli (red war-paint) and chandan

Theu' appearancc.

Their h’lak:.

* The ordinary duada:h from 2410 ; hence 12, l have a list of the Swirdn

. #lak marks. -
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(ground sandal-wood) on the body, the Swir:} also near the
The Brihmanical cord - Brahmanical cord janeo, and though
“ Faneo.” ~ somewhat below the Brdhman in
social status, they claim an exact equality with the Kshetris ;
-and when I suggested the advisability of his wearing the
» Sﬂtrapandréan, or thread-hke forehead #1/ak worn by Kshetris,
in lieu of the mimanand: of Vaishnav devotees, the man
» delineated in the plate, so far from acquiescing, appeared
to consider himself quite entitled to the Rdmdnands itself.
The Faneo is now-a-days aﬂected by so many, e.g., Kaisths,
Sondrs (goldsmiths), &c., that it would be difficult to esti-

‘mate the caste position of these abongmes by this mark,

to' which they are, in my humble opinion, quite entitled.
* Certainly many other castes who -wear it have a less right
to the Janeo than the S#rgj.vansa. Be that as it may,
the abongmes of the Gangetic Provmces, though once equal
to the warrior class of Kshetri Hind0s, are now somewhat
Regnrdfng their eq(mlity below them, if indeed the wee com.

. munity now existing require or have

| \‘ any caste at all 1 should say, as the result of my enquiries, .

that they resemble Kshetris as nearly as possible.
' The Swiri tribe are of the Solar Race, and Sdvarani! is
' The Swiris,” of the Solar their progenitor (Go#ra). ltis doubt-
- Ries, +  ful as yet whether the name) Swirs
18, denved from that of their progenitor Sdvaran, or from
Soverdt/: one of the earliest of their kmgs as shown in
my genealogy of the Swirdns kings. .
: Phenetncally speaking, the probabilities arein favour of the

meon of their name. latter, for Sevaroth, by omitting the last .

* character, could be easily transcribed

Sw{n, though of course Sdvaran would also become Swirdnm,

“with but little corruption, as I will endagyour to show present-

y: alndeed, these aborigines are called Sus»s and Siziras in.

<Yig “je_made en passant by Dr Buchanar.* General Cun-

\af "of opinion that the name should be written Seva-

or Saurs,{ but 1 think 1t mﬂ be conceded after &
hat ‘fb!iom, that the correct farin is Swiri,

2Rt
'}ina. the sth htﬁg in dncent from Brlhma, or the 8th Ild'iu?

¢ « o P v
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The deities worshipped by the Swiris are Mahddeva,
Pdrvati, and othersr of the various
Sardps belonging to the Saivite Code.
All my enquiries, including a manuscript, of which I was
fortunate enough to get *a sight,
show thém to have been a most devout
race, caring little for war, and, as the manuscript has it,
“ sitting quietly in their atdras, or high balconies, they per-
formed penance ; reading the Vedas and Shdstras, Neia,
Vedant, Sanskh, Fog, Viakarn, Memansa, and Dharmma
Shdstra, generally and constantly taking the name of the
Their daily occupation B}zdgvdn or Supreme Being, they pro-
agriculture. : ceeded to cultivate the soil.” Though
essentlally agriculturists, the Swi#rss will not yoke oxen, gene-
rally employmg meaner castes to perform this, accordmg

Their idols.

The Swiris a devout people. ‘

" to their ideas, most degrading work, while they engage

themselves with such operations as sowing, reaping, and

Astoring the harvest. The man whose picture I secured

is the owner of a small piece of land which he cultwated

. in this manner.

It becomes apparent that from the earliest time until the
Original site of their ca- Teign of Sainsith, the fourth Swirg
pital. king of whom we have any record,

‘the capital of the Swirdni Kingdom was Ayodhia, and that
during this king’s reign (said to be about the middle of

the Kdliydga, or 219 o5o§~ years
ago') King. Sainsith. (or conqueror of
the world) removed his capital to Vrithdvr? near Kdsiji,
in which was the royal palace, where Sanzsth held sway,

Their emigrations, c.

_In his reign and in ‘that of his successors many fortresses

and castles were built, and the races who inhabited them

 were called Swiris by all.

1 It will be observed that thls date, in common with all the chronolo.gy re-

- garding these ahorigines, is given in its popular form, and is therefore purely ¢rg.

ditvonal chronology compatible only with the Fdgas of Bréhma. Itis nevertheless
all that isas yet known of the genealogy of the Smiris.

* ] have since identified Vrithdor with Brithbur, at present a mud village, in
pargana Vadoxl, district Bandras, with many remains which testify to an early ‘
occupation. .
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When ng Pdrmedh (whose family is fabled to have
. Ascension- of “ King Pgr- ~ -belonged to the * Silver Age"” (Tretd-
medh. « . -Ydga) ascended the throne, great
were the rejoicings of the ‘“ Cow and the BrAhman ;” old and
young, tich-and poor, were! contented and happy.
In the meantime other powerful tribes became envious,
and - the three races of Bhrighs?
uﬁ}l”.ak&fhi'lfa,ﬁi', imd Ragha, and Ndg entered that erzgdom
Neg-vansa. " very huinbly and became the Swirss’
servants.. [tisrelated that some time after the advent of these
three tribes into.Swirdni territory, a tributary king died, on
- which occasion there was a large gathering of people, and
 these wvansas slew the Swiris by a' stratagem which their
.menial capacity greatly facilitated, namely, when their mas-
‘ters (the Swins) called: for sherbet, these foreigners mixed a

R herbaceous poison,. ykr, in the beverage, on drinking which

large numbers of the Swivi-vansa died mstantly, Thén the
Swiris being considerably 'weakened, and thus affording an

. @asy’ .chance of conquest, anattack was made by the Bhright- -

vansa, Roghd-vansa, and Ndg-vansa conjomtly, in which
these three races were victorious, and in. this manner the
kingdom passed from the race of Sw#rs, and the descendants

Who assassinated the  Of Blmgh:l (contrary to custom) be-
Swirivansaby treachery.  gan to reign in theit'stead. The few

Swirt who escaped from this great war fled to the woods and
ived.in concealment, some taking refuge in mountain-caves,

sthers - gomg .on dﬁ:ydtrd or distant sacred places-of pil-
grimage unknown to the three tribes,

heir kingd
And annex thelr king °m‘ ‘who' entered. theu' kmgdo:n as cup-

rearers md usu:ped their throne.

- The: fo}lbwmg isa desonptxon og«a Sivi'ﬂdm mamage, sup-

T A eommon Hmdo expresslon denoting popuhr and uligum festmtm. A-

wh said to have been aiust monarch; . ntisre!ate&ofluimnﬁon o .

o i
VM' with his foot ; therdupon the Suprefie Bdngnhrud'lﬁmb

rars andd"séfvint.Brfhians. Hence the present chie of! relighinis ﬁ‘ihdmm,v

mdly kmwn P auum claim Bkn‘hd for ttnlt propnhof

€

40 was the powérful prince or dseizgod who, mm,hpnd. m.g |
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posed to have taken place in the
Treta-ydga, for which I am indebted -
to a manuscript and the. industrious enquiries of an enlighten-
ed zamindar friend conjointly :—

A Swirdni marriage.

“The marriages of the Swiri-vansa were thus celebrated : many
elephants with rich jAxls (howdahs), also horses, chariots, pdZkis,
and d#/is, were employed amongst their fraternity to convey the pro-
cession, playing their long bugles ((andall or tzlraz), also dhaks
and modhhubs (or musical instruments worn on the dkat and
modhal, i.e., waist and shoulder, probably drums). Accompanied
by singing and dancing girls, firing rockets (bod-phaldo), and dis-
tributing alms to the poor, the mamage procession obtains splendour.”

The' language of the Swir7 is essentially Sanskrit, and,
oddly enough, those of this commu-
nity who can write form the Sanskrit
character perfectly, and those who cannot,' speak a strange
jargon %f Sanskri® mixed with what I call peasant-Hindf,
the Sanskrit words, of which they are not a little proud, being
employed’ quite. unexpectedly here and there in their conver,
sation. The Swi»i is generally a shy and retiring man,

Their language.

‘holding little intercourse with other gofs besides his own,

and hence he preserves many characteristics which otherwise
would have died out long ago. |

I left particular imstructions with a few natives of educa-
tion who are helping me to enquire more fully into the Swirss
dialect, for 1 suspected that the man I examined may-have
been peculiar in his speech, but, out of 47 of whose existence

1 am certain, not less than 15 can write, and I have since

received several scraps from their hands on which merely
names were inscribed, though some bore short accounts of
their daily oclupation, addresses, &c.; but all these words

‘were formed by Shdstri letters, and net in thg Munda-

anchal, or bastarl Hindi character used by Banias. These’
people’s names, of which I have col-

~ lected a few, are perhaps worthy of a

passing note, inasmuch that they sound strangely unfamiliar,

Their names,

! Frog the Sanskrit kers, * the sun’s rays.”



z

.

44 . REPORT OF A TOUR THROUGH BEHAR

The men’s names mvanably end in ‘Smha, while those
of the women generally have ‘bali,’ or‘wali,’ for a ter-
_mination, e.g., males, Sita-id Sinha and Mrith-¥ith Sinha
(similar to Sarn _‘fzth-S) females Shastri-vali, Par-vat-vals,
&c.

Most of the habitations of a. Swirdnt origin that I have

- Masonry. , been able to see have of course long -
’ *. - since assumed the form of mounds, but
by excavation large bricks of excellent manufacture are found
-together with ‘carefully dressed stone. I do not, however,
. know for certain of wood, even inh a charred or burnt state,
bemg exhumed, but my limited staygdid not allow of my
examining all the mounds, already detalled in the ‘List of
Swirdni Ruins,’ of some of Wthh information was derived
from natives,—natives, however who are perfectly trust-
worthy."
Vaidyanath, which is one of the prm!pal haunts®of this
tribe, possesses a remarkable number of most. interesting re-
mains of Swirdni origin. Of these I have already noticed

" 'the ancient temple which at present . forms the basement of

a small Shivdia built of the sculptures it supplied. Nirpo.
_#dn Kot has already been noticed, but this mound, principally
~ formed of a light-coloured clay, for mortar, is partxcalarly
deservmg of further notice and excavati¥ns hereafter, as it is
a characteristic_example of the ruined forts and castles of
th:s faflen people, which abound in the neighbourhood.
FrOm the allusion to the Ndg.vansa as taking part in the
" Chronok invasion of the Swiré kmgdom,l this -
- ‘everit might with comparative se-

cunty be assigned to some time between A.D.oand A.D. 233,
which is the period given by reliable authority to the rule of

b ﬁ,@ siine. Ntiga kings, so that the people who form- the sib~

-of thl.s account, ofice the mlers of the vast tract of

ErasY Weg o “’
: fivasion: may with eqm! probab:hty be placed ina later date. as
astiﬁt’nam niipied, mdmerdmthedhcéndam.whnmn;dtohswm

B ﬂlidd qﬂﬁﬁthesmm,mmntmbmg mdedthehm,ormdmk
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country befbre named, of which they are the aborigines, have
peen homeless wanderers for nearly 2,000 years.

Traditianal names of some of the Swiri kings.*

Savaran JThe founders of the tribe said to

} } have lived m the Satylga, or
Sovilroth ¢ Golden age.’

Reponjea |Said to hawe ruled in the Succeed-

®ing fabulous ages or Yofgas.

Baharith Names of intermediate beings

unknown.
Sainjfth
|
Parmedh {oope jagt Swiri king, dethroned by-
- End  of the alien forces.
" dynasty

. JEWELLERY WORN BY THE SWIRI RACE.
' . Male.

Kanta or mdla, r;ecklace mﬂndrz, rmg, gany or gophdsz,
‘long necklace for men ;' £4ds, ‘ anklet ;' kanphal, * earring ;"
kandal ‘large ornament for the ear,’ often worn by kings.

Female.

Kardéni, ‘waist ornament; kangan or kada, ‘bracelet;’
po¥chi, * armlet’—these were both of gold and silver, in whlch
were studded tHe following gems manw :—Bajr-mani,
¢ diamond ;’ ﬂpardrak-mam‘ sun gem prachz’-m‘am’r
north-west gem ;' pith-mani, ‘topaz; sodth-manig,‘ white
~stone” (probably the same as pokhr@;-—an inferior dia.
~mond) ; chmta -mani, ‘ wishing gem ;' go-nddk-mani, ‘ cow’ s

L | take this opportunity to answer a commumcatxon, received since an ab-
stract of these researches was published in pamphlet form, as an ethnological
paper, by the Socitty of the Anjiiman-i-Panjib, from General Cunningham, who
objects “that the names in my genealogy of the Swiris belong to the very
earliest period of the fabulous history of the Aryans.”

Now, as these aborigines have been, as a people, extant for nearly 2,000 years,

" it would, I think, be a difficult matter to define the exact time this tribe was

founded, and that * the very earliest penod » is, most probably, that in which such
an event took place. Moreover, it is quite impossible that Ishould hold mysel
rresponsible for any portion of the chronology or genealogy of the Swiris, having

.merely recorded faithfully all that is now preserved in the tradition of ‘the Bahtrfs )
 with regard to th:s people, . i

»
\
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. liver stone’;’ go-ruthm-mani, ‘ cow’s head getn;’ plshkak-
mani, * flower stone ;’ makrak- mani, *fish stone’ '

WEAPONS USED BY SWIRI RACE. v

Pashdnds,  a sharp, crook-like weapon, which is thrown over
the enemy’s neck and jerked (used in the Maha-bha-
rata); Gadha, ‘iron red; - Khdrdg, ‘sabre; Dand,
¢ massive Yron club; Dhdnwa, *bow used by archers;’
Ban, ‘arrow; Thiny, ‘large-headed arrow;' Kind or

‘ Ardchandy, *arrows with crescent-shaped heads (from
Ard+chandy, half-moon) ; Pas, ‘rope sling;' Aukdsh,
‘ iron instrument now commonly.used by elephantdrivers.’

APPAREL OF THE SWIRI RACE.
| O Mege.
. Pagri, ‘tarban;’ dopati, * wrépper of two widths;' foga, &c.
' ' Female. o
Dhots, ¢ skirt ;" chiindri; *facial gauze.

In order to test the accuracy of the data given in my list ‘

. of Swirani remains, I have examined and compared most - 6f
these structural remains and many of the sites thempelves,
and have arrived at the conclusion that there can be little

doubt of their identigy with the period in which the aborigines . .

flourished, and consequently of the truth of the local tradition
which universally assigns them to that epoch. This is speci-
“ally true of the kofs of Kirpardn and Singapdr.'

It is popularly believed that, in most of the above re-

' mains, abundant treasure of sorts exists ; and, albeit the idea,

by long. use, has assumed a conventional form, prompting
the present generation of villagers'to ascribe a secretion of

wealth to all these mounds, it cannot be altogether refused,’
" as the people in many instances speak from experience which

~ :the discoveries recorded in the list from information obtained
" ‘from trustworthy sources will show. "

]')‘opularly in a genitive form; Swirdni+-kot, i.¢., * Fort’ (o'f)‘

The ‘word, or rather name, of Swiri-kdl, * tribe, @s used
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‘Swiris,” in relation to almost all these remains, bult the word
may well be a cabalistic sign for aught the general peasantry
know of its meaning; and, while freely uttering this name to
account for the origin of the remains they would fain describe
they know not what is recorded amongst the better classes o;
-thems.elves anent these Swi»ss. The traditions, though vague
in their nature, go tb show that the name belongs to a great
people who were the aborigines of this part of " India, and of
whom a few, though a very few, are actually existing, though
occupying the humble grades of Hindtsociety. Thus far the
fiarlfness that enveloped this important ethnological subject
is dispelled. Repeated and assiduous enquiries on my part
two protracteﬁ visits to the principal haunt of these pe‘oplé

‘(Vaidyandth), and the close examination of countless minor

sites once famous under their rule, have not, I hope, been alto-
gether ineffectual in divesting the early history of this tribe -
of some more of its obscurity, though the interesting subject
of the origin and history of this race still affords a large field
for later and more able enquirers. o ‘ )
The correct orthography of the name by which this tribe
should be called has given rise to the foregoing six different
sp.ellmgs, i.ex, Sétr, Stvira, Savara, Stora, Star and Saur ,—
this di.ﬁerence is, however, more of an orthoepic than an‘ort'ho-
graph‘lc nature, and we must not even suppose that Seora has
been intended in any of the above rendering, as, in that case
er should s?n.lply fhawe the Fains confounded with the objecé
of our enquiries, for this sect i
oro Shavzﬂ_ fes, Lo t 1s commonly called Seom, or
~ The wr.z'tten characters of some of the Brahmans of this
part of Indla'{ besides the pronunciation of the people them-
selves of tﬁgzr own tribal name, which I still distinctly remem-
ber, 1_ndyceS me to say—and endeavour to prove as clearly as
may bf:Tthat the orthography of this name should be S7irs
or Swiri, for I am convinced that it is derived from either one
of two very natural sources, 7.e., 7s¢, the name of the origin
ator or gotra of the tribe, Sdveram, or Sdvaran ; 2nd tha%l ; '
their fabled second king, Sowviroth, as both the,:se w’ords l;)y

very slight modification make Sewi# far more readily than
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will they form either of the six other forms before given; that
‘ is to say, wifec®, or simply widw, by

Derivation of name. substituting the vowel o in lieu of the -

. first @, and the short ¢ or y for the terminating #, will give us

gxaw or §T i respectively. On the other hand gAY,

. deprived of its final #2 (@) and supplied with a short 4 ( ).

instead of the long vowel ¥, makes exactl? the same ’thing, §c1l.
¢ Swirs’ Be it remembered also that this corruption, besu.les
being so very slight, is of the most natural description, being
inefely the abridged, and pot altered, forms of the name:

‘When we add to this the pronunciation of the most learned

pdndas and the people themselves, the seldom attained result

, . * .
of the absolute correspondence, both phonetically and in.the

.written language, with the original sources of derivation, ought

.to serve,in the present stage of our knowledge concerning

)

" s The Chera Kharwhta. g 000 king of whom (Phdllchandr) has

" these people, the purpose of providing us with their name.

1 will conclude my account of Vaidyanath with a very brief
.o " notice of the Ckera Kharwdra tribe, a

already béen mentioned in the account of Deo-Mdrkandih,

. which occurs earlier in these pages; but it wasnot until I had

left Deo-Méarkandik that I gleaned the few particulars that

" follow-regarding these people.

Unlike the Swiris, the Chera Kharwdras are rather

numerous, and, T believe, still entertain a chief or R4/d; bat’

they are not known to leave their own haunts, which extend

‘ .,-over much of the hilly country lying to the south of SassarAm.

The early capital of this raceis said to ha&e, been on‘or
flear to the site now occupied by the village of S'akés, at)éut
50 miles south of 'Alampdr’ (Sassardm). Another ruined .

" palace at Lokdraptira, 16 miles south-west of S'¢hks, is as-

" signed to the Chera Kharwdra tribe, also an-old dih called

' -tjl‘e» ngge"s,, and - about §

" Tdr-dih, 3 miles south-east of Alampir.

ERE R ,,g.-;HANUMKNGANJ."\"' SRR

This is 4 large village, situated on_the nqnbgyn _sxd,.e of
‘miles to the north of Ballia, in

-
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the Ghazipur District. At Handmdngans there is an influen-
' tial community of Bania and Mahdjan
classes, and the place owes much to

their liberality in constructing a number of sacred buildings,
tanks, &c., for public use. Among these may be mentioned a

very fine large tank called Sibrdtbhagat-ka-pokhra, or “the
tank of the votaries of Makddev,” and
a temple dedicated to the patron deity
of the village, also a large walled-in garden, built and laid out
by one Devi-Rdm, one of the many wealthy merchants who'
abound here.

The name of this village is, of course, derived from the
Braohmanical deity Handmdn, the
. - monkey-god, an effigy.of whom is en-
shrined in one of the temples., The mo ey is worshipped in
almost every-part of India, as typical of Handmdn, whois sup.
posed to have rendered many valuable services to the deity
under his manifold forms or incarnations ;—this, in lieu of the
fabulous, heavenly architect and engineer, Vishwakarmd, to

Hapﬁmﬁnganj.

Temple and tank.

Derivation of name.

- whom nearly all material works for the gods are assigned, the

monkey hosts are credited with the construction of the bridge

" which it is related in the Rdmdina, bound the Ocean from

- Hinddstan to Ceylon (Lan#4), and over which Rédmchandra is
fabled to have marched to recover -his wife Sttd, who had
been abducted by Rdvana. . ‘

Among the finest temples dedicated to Handmdn, the
great monkey-temple of Banaras is noteworthy. - .
An annual fair is held at HanOmanganj, and is, I am

» told, very numerously attended, principally by cattle-owners. "

1.—BARMAYAN.

_. (See Plates X1I, X111, and XIr).
« . Almost adjoining Hantmingany, and situated 6} miles

to the north of the city of Ballia (GhAzipdr), is the small

‘and somewhat obscure village of Barmdyan,—marked Bur-
‘maer in.Sheet No. 103 of Indian Atlas.

N . )
VOL. XIX. >
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Barmdyan is an ancient site where there are abundant

: ’ remains of a structural nature to testi-

- Barmdyan: its Biddhistic gy 1o its former importance, and, as
monasteties & ‘ some .of these remains are of un-
“doubted B#ddhistic origin, a very early occupation of Bar-
mdyan is clearly proved. . . o
Foremost among the antiquities of Barmdyan is a Yu}ned
Baddhist monastery which lies to the north of the village,
between Barmayan and a remarkably large lake called on
Atlas Sheet No. 103 Tal Sooraha. Of these remains no
tradition of any kind has been preserved locally, and the
villagers know nothing of them, ,wlth_the. exception of an
absurd legend, which they all thoroughly believe, that there is
a golden image of the deity buried somewhere in the m?und.
Even the Brdhmangelement, generally so apt to assign a
purely Brahmanical erigin to all ruins, be they Bdddhistic or
otherwise, and to construe any legend there may remain,
“for the benefit. of one or other ‘of the Pandavs, or mani-
fold incarnations of the deity, was quite at fault in the present
instance ; and the remains of this large Baddln'sf monastery.
. 1 think there .can be little doubt of the building l}av.ing for-
merly been simply a monastery—is called by tl.le lgnorax"lt
populace by the* eonventional term Di%, which is a never-
failing epithet,—the more ludicrous when one considers that
" dsh has no affinity whatever with such ruins, and is snfnply a
“form signifying a deserted village or place from YVthh an
army has previously marched, and o .the remains. pf'-a

former edifice. : o o

" The old main walls of the monastery at Barmdjlifh coﬁéf&
" an area of 100 feet from north to south by 67 feet from’east -

to west; the north-west corner being at pfesent just 150
feet and the north-east corner 1oo feet distant from t.he
L - water's edge of the huge lake which
- Dimensions of méund.
the limits of the mound altogether, that is measuring through
_ the centre, and including the débris, fallen bricks, &c., extend

+ from north to south over 160 feet, and from east to west 110

*

binds these ruins on the north. « But,

Y

*
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feet. Of the integral walls, &c., detailed measurements are
given in my plan of the remains.

I'had considerable difficulty in tracing the old walls. in
order’ to make out the original design, as these ruins, before

- close examination, appear a mere®chaos of bricks ; but by

carefully studying the ruins and with the aid of superficial
excavations, I made out the plan. The makdjans and za-
minddrs have been digging up and carrying off heaps of the
bricks from this mound, also a number have been expended
in the construction of the “new wall” shown in the plan,
Nature of ruins. .thus leaving great gaps and spaces
\ in these ruins rather difficult to under-
stand, and requiring some thinking out; so I have, in all
" cases, taken a straight and regular gap, or trench, to signify
a wall,-and even when these are filled up with débris, they are
generally distinguishable from the more solid ground, as the
spaces such trenches occupy yield more readily to the phowra
of the labourer than the old and firmly settled earth.
+ The landholders and' merchants of the ‘neighbourhood
have raised a fund by general subscription from the rzats

‘of their several villages, in order to build a wall (ckerdwals)
~ around these ancient remains, and, taking advantage of the

elevation above the surrounding country thus cheaply gained,

Modern works on mounds. they intend to.‘constlfuct a huge square
: platform of brick-work upon the emi-
nence afforded by the mound, as a basement for a prospect-

" ive Debi-stan to be erected in the centre : steps also will be

added, but, contrary to the usual custom, the architects pro-

© pose to enter upon the platform from the wes?; this, however,
. is merely to suit the exigencies of the neighbouring village,

as can be seen at a glance, for the huts and dwellings approach
much nearer to the mound on the east than on the west,

.~ where alone there is sufficient space for the erection of steps.
At present, however, the work of wall-building is completely

, stopped, and has been so, I was told, for some time past,
‘owing to the fever that was raging in this part of the country,
‘At the time of my journey to the north of the Ganges, this
“fever daily carried off some victims from each village, and

*
=
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those that remained were all prostrated in their dwellings ;
and it was only by the assistance of the pol.ice and my chup-

* rassies’ praiseworthy and untiring zeal in finding three and

four healthy labourers from each of the surrounding v1llages,
that I was able to get sufﬁcxeot help to carry on my excava-
Ly ‘tions. There are numbers of very

Large bricks. large bricks on the surface of this
mound and I exhumed some unbroken and beautifully burnt
specimens measuring 17 inches long by 8% inches broad, so
that two placed together with the longest edges touching

formed a square or a brick measuring just 17 inches both

ways ; these are 3 inches thick: others again, somewhat
thinner, measure exactly 1 foot square, four forming the thick.
ness of the main walls and also those
:  of the two large chambers or cells
Whlch formed an integral. portion of the structure. The walls
of these cells are ornamented on the outside with three pro-

Dimensxons of cells,

jections of 8 feet ‘and four. recesses, three 3 feet 6 inches and

one § feet 11 inches in length, running from ‘east to west, and

" making up the total length of the cells, 7.e , 40 feet § inches.

The western ends  having only one projectxon of 7 feet. 11
inches and two' recesses of 4.feet -6} inches each, which
shows the width of these chambers to be exactly 17 feet, all

these abutments project 10 inches from the main walls,

The entrance to these cells are on the east each 3 feet wide,
and the space afforded inside the chambers is 33 feet 5

i inchies in length by g feet in breadth.

KX Promenade

With the exceptlon of the two long walls wluch l make

out are 4 feet thick.
_ Dimensions of Monk’s .lls are those for which perhaps the

‘larger bricks were made, as being 17

mches long by 81} mches bread, two lengths or four widths of
- thege bricks would form the - thickness of the walls of this
at‘cade-—fon such I believe it to have been.

It certamly was

""" no:chdmber, as I could not find any end walls from east to

PR

*'west ; -only traces of the straight walls, 39 feet long by 2 feet

10: mehes thsck exist {rom north to south, and hence it was
.
.

- out runmng north-and south, the walls of this edifice th‘rough.,ﬁ_-_ -
' These twa -

"y
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clearly an arcade or promenade for the monks to walk upon.
On cleanng away the rubbish between these iwo walls (this
space is 19 feet) I found a paka floor built one brick thick

‘and plastered over with gasch and broken brick evenly beaten

down. This floor I cleared sufficiently to be certain that it
éxtended over the space between these two walls and formed
the floor of the walk. e

The mound generally .is about 20 feet above the fields, |
and I came upon this floor about § or 6 feet below the sur-
face; hence I conclude, if it belonged to the same penod as
the monastery, that the walk must have had an eminence of
15 feet (or perhaps less if the courtyard itself was elevated)
from the ancient courtyard floor, and was there. -approached
by steps. Though perhaps wrong, my impression is that the -

- building of these walls, though apparently also an early work,

belongs to a period much later than that in which the ancient
monastery was erected, and even after the monastery had
fallen into disuse, for it is hardly probable that the architect
of the original buxldmg would have only allowed a space ‘of
a feet 7 inches between the termination of the walls of what we
will call ‘ the walks and the projections of the two long cells.
The projections and recesses outside
these cells from east to west are, .
respectwely, 3and 4 in number, mak-
ing up ‘the total length of 40 feet 5 inches, as follows :—

Details of integral cells of
monastery.

Recesses. L Projections.
‘ B . .
' sfeet 11 inches 8 feet.
- 33 6 5 ) . 8 .
3w 6, 8 W
3., 6 o | v
L ’ L}
16feet 5 inches. 34 feet.
ToTAL . 40 feet 5 inches.

o ‘{et 3 feet 7 inchesis the mean space by which one walking
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- through the courtyard from east to west,—supposing they
did not go round by the northern or sowthern sides of the
cells (outside), where there is an ample space of 6 feet 6
inches, *~would be obliged to pass. On the other hand, we

have the testimony of the larger bricks of which the walk is
fbuilt and this would probably lead to convince one of itsanti-

quity, being at least as great as the rest of the building; but
might not these have been utilised a second time ? In my opi-
nion the largest bricks were originally

Comparative age of build- used to pave the main courtyard of
the monastery, and hence could easily -

ings.

, :have been. taken up and expended upon the arcade, which I
propose to regard as at least an after-thought, and most pro-
bably belonging to a period after, the remaining "portions of
" the monastery had even fallen into ruin,

It will be seen by the plan that the saminddrs and

mahdjans have built the wall con-
siderably out of the parallel of the
.~ aflcient wa‘ls, which latter I trace to be situated facing the
cardinal points. The cause of this deviation is, however,

Posmon of new walli

quite apparent, as they have merely followed the lines of the

ﬁl]age of Barmayan in constructing their walls, and regard
the ruins only as a convement mound and a source from
whlch to get cheap materials. "

- In my excavations, I came across three very large earthen

vessels, measuring 3 feet 6 inches high and 2 feet 3 inches in
- diameter, the mouths of which-were nearly on.a level with the
.surface of the mound. These pieces of pottery were slightly
_ornamented with lines and dots, and curiously enough filled

"' with quick-lime, the clag of which these vessels were made,
- though apparently well burnt in the first instance, owing to~
- -close contact with the surrounding earth, and perhaps also

. ‘to the large quantity of qmck-hme they contained had per-

‘. “Alshed and cotsequently fell to pieces on bein® exhumed.

, A party of zaminddrs and mahdjans came to my camp to .
‘-Ajenqmre if they might proceed with the new temple which

' See plan of thesé ruins on plate XIL: . *

’ -.
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they propose to build on this mound, and I had considerable
difficulty in convincing them that I had no authority whatso-
ever either to hinder them from doing so or to give the
necessary permission. Nobody made any objection to my
all digging in the mound, and, on the contrary, all professed to
constantly pray that I might discover the golden image which
is supposed to be buried here.

This practice of utilising ancient mounds and the remains
of former temples, monasteries, forts, palaces, &c.,—in fact,any
eminence that afforded a basis as a foundation for new build-
ings of the kind,—is well worthy of note, lhasmuch that it
effectually explains the cause or origin of the maize of walls
so often found upon excavatmg, and which almost mystify
the archzologist when examining such mounds, for there can
be little doubt that from time.immemorial this has been a
common practice, and thus sometimes, masonry, in itself
ancient, is merely an addition to an earlier building. .

Of the carved and ornamented bricks found in this mound,
I have collected seven of the best specimens. These are the

~ only traces left tous, or that can, by any means, be procured,

of the embelhshments or ornamental portion of this monastery,
which must have been a building with considerable preten-

~sions to architectural merit.

The ancient Buddhistic bricks of which 1 made drawings

~ may be destribed as follows. The correspondmg numbers

of the figures will be found in plates. Figure 1 is a
‘bracket-like carving, apparently intended for the. support
of corniges, in which case a number would be employed

" at equi-distances; but only one was found, and that

_Description of ancient Bud- fractured.. Figure 2 is an excellently
dhistic carved bricks. burnt slab upon which is carved a

- geometrical pattern in bas-relief : this large tile, unless inlaid

to a wall for a dado or skirting, which is not at all unlikely,

_~ might have formed a repeating, string, ornamental frieze.

Figure 3 is carved in very high relief on the edge of a tile,
*both faces and sides of which are perfectly plain; and I sus-
pect this may be one of the outer bricks with which the
“ walk ” before mentloned was paved : if so, this promenade

~
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must have had an ornamental upper edge all round." Flgure

4 was at first mistaken by me for a stpa brick, but the curveis -

much too precipitate, and, besides, the brick is not at all wedge-

shaped, being merely an oblong flat brick with a dualellipti-.

* cal edge, one smaller than the other, the smaller being stop-

ped by two flat tublets, and unless this formed the final upper .

edge (in a'repeatedform of an exterior cornice) I cannot think
what purpose it could have fulfilled. Figure 5is a thicksolid
brick, on two angles of which is carved the design shown in the

plate, and was probably employed in exterior gmbellishments, '

Figure 6 is a continuous fretwork, having for its design some
floral pattern—prooably liliaceous— bounded by two flat borders.

Figure 7, like figufe 1, is a bracket, but of a different pattern, .

and belonging to a corner which, curiously enough, of all

others appears to have been preserved. Figure 8 is a plan of
figure 7, showing how far the patterp extends. The other.
remains in the neighbourhood . of Barméyan and Handmdn-
gany;, consist of a-very large mound called Myra Dih, and in |
parts densgly covered with broken bricks and pottcry of a
dark hue. These are doubtless the remains of an ancient city, -
as they ate too. extensxve to be a fort or any such single .
* building. There have been slight ex- .-

' Neighbouring remains.
ghbouring rem cavations in this mound, and a well,

10 feet deep and 6 feet wide, has been sunk on a spot where
the débris is fairly thick. This well clearly shows the débris,
potsherds, &c., to-extend below the- surface for a depth of
about 5 fee:. ThlS mound is sxtuated less than half a mile
west .of Barmdyan. "

THere is also a: large'baclza d:h only of clay, a httle to ”

the south. of the- Buddhist monastery, ‘and tradmon places
the palace of Lodi in the centre of the Sdraka T4J, ot

Marahd Nad:, where the marshy’ -ground certainly does rise
out 'of the water and is eschewed by the ferrymen carrying pas:
séngersiacross the ‘lake, Thls Lods is the ﬁopular hero' of
this part of the country; and is credited with-haying performed g

mont wondedul deeds From what 1 hear 1 make him

= ,{ s
EEE See plates Xlll and XIV for sketchés of thesé fcarved bﬂcks» *

¢

. Modern name of Lake: :
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‘to have been the Indian Vulcan. [elicited the fdllowing

legend rc arding him from the resident BriAlmans.

“ Lodis” city (situated in the tentre of the Marahd Nads)
iscalled Bastapdr,and here his palace
was, and his forge (for Zodi was
also a blacksmith), buffaloes, cows, and religious establish-
ment were at Mirahds, a large mound less than half a mile
to the west of Bar: :yan (before mentioned as the probable
remains of an ancient city) as BarmAyan is particularly
favoured by the goddess Debij7..

Legendary history.

“Lodi possessed :.nother gark to the south of Vardha, where he
used to worship Devi and where on one occasion, after cutting off his
own head, he presented it at her shrine as an offering,” but through

~ the favour of this goddess his head again joined his body.”

Several other miracles are related as having. taken place
on the many old sites in this neighbourhood. Thus, from the -

- village of Pardha, this Lods is fabled to have jumped with a

single bound to his forge at Myra-dik, where, at the anvil,
he wrought arms “for his followmg

' The origin of the large #4/ is thus strangely accounted
for : Chaudinia, the wife of Lodi, while cooking rice, is said
to have allowed the refuse water to overflow from the caul-
dron—this tale provides us with the

t £ lak
Ame" name oL #5  ancient.name of this lake, as it .goes

" on 'to say that this refuse rice-water formed the huge sheet

of water then called Mardhanadz, from mdr or Jhor, “rice-

. water.”

The name of S@rdha, the Sooraha of the Atlas Sheet is

" of later date, and derived from that ofrthe leper.king ‘S#rdth =
of Ajudhza, who, going on one occasion to the jamgul to .
* “hunt, is supposed ‘to have asked his servant for drinking

water, and, on the man bringing him some muddy water from

. a"pool where buffaloes had been bathing (Bhansa-ka-lot), to
>, have bathed himself with, and drank of it ; but, as this water

cleansed his leprosy on touching it, -
' Rdjd Strdth, on discovering the extra-

: ordmary virtue of this water, asked his attendant whence
. he procured it, and on learning, the R4/d instantly went



58 - REPORT OF A TOUR THROUGH BEHAR,

.
and bathed thoroughly in this muddy pool, and was perma-

nently cured of his malady. It is then fabled that, grateful

for his cure, Rd4j4 Shrdth ordered that .on this very spot a
‘tank should be excavated?® 5 kos square, and this tank, which
was merely an addition of the more ancient Mardha Nads,

was subsequently called S#rdha-T4l, after R4ja Siardth of ‘

~ Ayodhia! This prmce is also credited with having built five
shrines to the deities in the centre of the £4/, and also at the
villages of Asek, Marita, Sakkhapdr, and Ghidrowli, shrines
to K4l Dérga, Mahddev, and Ganesa respectively.

After leaving Barmdyan 1 heard much more of the Zods
- of that place, whose fame appears to have reached even
as far as Bandras, where 1 heard what follows from some
- learned men who were visiting the-great Dhame# stlpa when
I also happened to be there. * The wife of Lods, Chaudinia,
" was a princess with whom he eloped, jumping with her from

Ghdzipdir (probably Barmdyam) across the Ganges: there-
~ upon the sacred Ganges, whose emblemisa arocodile, refusing
the offering of milk he ‘had carried in two large vessels
besides his wife, cursed him for his presumption in binding
her  stream by a single leap,” after which it is related
‘how' that he was conquered by enemies, &c. I also got

a portion of the genealogy of Loa’z, who certainly belongs.

to Barmdyan—

-

GENEALOGY OF LobplI.

— |
Markabi, - Bhirtgti, -
- married Sat¢mandut
(No.issue.)
ALodi. Seoroji.
. . Bhovibh, .
. (born of Chaudmta) S

¥
\

e " Unlike nine of the ten lepers of old. . .
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- The legénd, as told to me in its full form, has many fantastic
features and passages, but such would occupy too much space
to give here, and I have confined myself to that portion of the
tradition which serves to give us the "ancient name of the
large lake to the north of the ancient Béddhistic monastery at

' Barmdyan (which is locally sometimes called by the ancient

name and sometlmes by that of the Atlas Sheet), and which
deals with the existing remains of the neighbourhood. .

o
12.—DUMRAON.

I visited the seat of this old Beidri R4j en route from
Baijndth to Ballia, Handmdnganj, and Barmdyan.

. The city, palace, pavilion, and garden-house of the Mahd-
rdjd, &c., are well worth -seeing,
though it must be confessed at the

time of my short visit to Damrdon everything looked

its best on account of the approaching visit of the Lieutenant-

Governor of Bengal, who was expected to be present at the

annual races, then déeferred from December to January owing

to the recent death of the late Mahdrgjé. A

The Mahdrdjd’s garden-house is handsomely furnished
«and set apart for the reception and accommodation of officers

Diimrdon.

" visiting the state, by the thoughtful suggestion of the enlight-.

ened manager; and here one meets with much hospitality

~and every assistance in the procurement of suitable transport

to the neighbouring suburbs.

In the compound of the garden-house, which is flanked . -

by temples, there is a very fine old storie tank, wherein the
morning the Brdhmans are seen at their devotions.

The principal buildings here are the palace and pavilion
of the Mahariji, both excellent ex-
amples of modern HindQ architecture,
though I believe many fine old buildings exist in the city, but

Principal buildings.

»my stay here was very limited, and wholly taken up with

~ arrangements *for my ]oumey across the Ganges, and hence
" I'was unable to exaniine thls flourishing Hinda city,
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13. -—BANARAS
While at Baijnith, I heard of an inscribed copper tablet

of Samddra dem who reizned over Magadha, &c. ,about

1 50 A.D. This inscription was said to be in the possessmn
of a Pandit of Bandras. So, late in
‘Baniras.
Bandras or Vardnstira, commonly called bv the people Kdsz,
and also Kdsij7, an abbreviation of the ancient Kashiapdra.!

My object was, if possible, to obtain possession-of #his copper-

plate, and also to get some assistance from the Pandits there
in deciphering various other inscriptions then with me, for it

" . . must be known that BanAras is one of the most celebrated
spots-in India for the literary class of Brohmans, who are here

almost without number. These men establish amongst them-
selves academies for the propagatlon of religious learning,
and -in whatever direction the visitor to Banaras may turn, he .

-is confronted by the devout priest, seemingly much interested
~.in his patra (mscnbed tablets). Apparently- this large and
influential community ‘of gdrds, “religious preceptors,” gain

their livelihood for the most. part from the donations of pil-
grims to the countless shrines here. Indeed, the principal
source of incomg to the general population is derived from
the pilgrims who travel hundreds of miles, suffering innumer-# -
able hardships on their way, to offer their mites at the shrines

" . of their household and patron deities. When I was at
* Bandras the place literally swarmed with pilgrims, '

[ was sorry to hear that the inscription on copper, whlch
I was in quest of, had been sent to Bengal, and therefore I was:

" una.ble to even get a sight of it. o .

‘r:'. , >

4. -—BIHTA

*l was somewhat surpnsed to find so prominent a place as’

- Satna; marked in No. 89 sheet of the Indian Atlas series as 3

R Tb,e usua! denvat:on of the name of Ban&ra.s is from Vagana and An, ﬂp €
oo streams betwéen whnch the cxty is sntuated The ]omt names ma.ke Varamlu.—- I

4. C‘uumnghm .

November, I visited the sacred city of

. . ’ ) - ( }
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Burdudee, or Badadih, as the name should be spelt. Appa-
Bshtar, former and present rently r Satna was only known by thlS
name of Satna. name of Burdudih as late as 1849,
the date of my map, and probably much later, as the name
" is still used by natives, and derives its present name, I pre-
" sume, from the Satna River, a continuation of the Zons, or
Tomas, which binds it on the south.
‘. The old village of Biita, or Beetha, as it is sometimes
pronounced is sxtuated one march to the south of Allahabad,
and therefore lies directly on the high road to Rewa.
.. There can be.no doubt.of the antiquity of Bikta, as the
. neighbourhood has yielded divers Baddhist inscriptions some
- years ago, and during my day’s hait I found many large
, 'bricks and fragments of sculpture scattered all over the
- village and on the banks of a fine large tank hard by. Also
" in the village there are iumerous shapeless masses of brick-
work, decayed walling, &c.
.- '‘Amongst the rocks to the north I found a very regularly
- engraved diagram on a flat portion of the rock which re-
/- * ' Discovery of engravéd presented a chess-board similar to
'.Sa"‘mj : ' the Chopa or Fia-satranj, diagram
‘made by the natives, for a like game, out of patch-worked
. cloth. of various colours to distinguish the squares or compart-
. 'ments, from each other. _
© The people seem to make little or no use of the stone
abougding in this part of the country, which, if systematically
quarried, would yield ample results on its being m#de use of
for metalling the important road through this part of Baghel-
‘khand. It must be admitted, however, that the transport of
;" this stone to the desired spot would be rather difficult at first,
- unti# due arrangements had been made in the way of minor
' cart-roads leading on to the highway. The expenditure on
earth-works would thus be greatly reduced. A late Gazette
‘has some very appropriate remarks on this subject by the
‘_Lxeutenant-Govemcr of Bengal, who depreciates the present
heavy outlay on district roads and earth-works generally that
_~crumble away shortly after bemg made. At present 1t is only
in ‘very exceptional cases that this stone seems to be used —

]

l
3
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for example, when a temple is built in close pI'Olelty to
the mouth of a quarry; this is particularly the case in the

rock temples that 1 discovered at Bhirpdr, about 40 miles
further south of Bikta, and, about 25 miles still further in a
south-westerly dlrectnon, an enterprising Bengali has erected
lime-kilns amidst the wild rocky country whence his material
- 1s quarried. . ‘
For a detailed account of B7kfa and the adjacent Garhwa,
 the third volume of the Archzoldgical Survey Reports, page
46, &c., may with advantage be consulted.

Rl

15.—SEORAJPOR—BADGARH.

| Seord]pzir i1s a flourishing town about 30 ‘miles to the south
of Allahabd, and close to Badgark, where are the remains -

of a fortified castle very similar to the nelghbo\mng Baghel

- fortress at Bhamani, which will be described in my account
of that place further on.

While at Seorajptt, the Baghel Chief, or R4;4 from BArah,

came with a crowd of attendants to pay me a visit, and, it

must be Confessed, this gentleman has a most novel method

of travellmg, for, notwithstanding his being gloved and almost
inundated with scent, a large herd of camels and a few

elephants, numbering in all about thirty animals, were caused

to run ahead of the cortége, thus needlessly disturbing the
‘dust, to, sapparently, no earthly advantage unless indeed for
 display, which, if the object in view, was a lamentable failure.
I, however, gleaned much information from him with regard to
the antiquities of the surrounding country, and espec1ally the

Badgarh Fort, Fort of Badgark, which is situgted

- ‘common to the generality of Baghel fortresses, save its size;
which is considerably in excess of its gneighbours and a

number of ido] temples fnside the enclosure. As the explo-.

ratiok*of Badgark formed no part of the work I then had in-

Ihand_ .and my only object in visiting it being its accessibility in

*

about 4 miles north-west of the rail. .
way station at Seorijptrr. It has no features that are un.
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lying almost on the road to Rewa, I made no excavations
here, and cannot do better than quote from General Cunning-
ham’s Account of Garhwa, page 55, volume 3 of Archzologi-
cal Reports. Garhwa and Badgarh are both commonly used
to designate these remains, and mean virtually the same
thing, 7.e., large fort.

% The walls of this fort are of little height and are not protect-
ed by a ditch—an oversight which could not have happened in this-
position if the place had been intended for defence. The recent age
of the parapets is proved by one of the corbels used to support them
bearing an inscription in modern letters, along with the figure of a
horse, which is half cut away to form the slope of the outer face of the
corbel.

“As it now stands, Garhwa is a stone enclosure of pentagonal
form, the largest side on the west being 300 feet, north side 250 feet,
and each of the two short eastern faces only 180 feet. The main
entrance is on the south side, and there are two posterns—one at the
west end of the northern face, and the other near the northern end
of the eastern face. To the west there is a large sheet of water from
500 to 600 feet in length, which was formed by the western wall of
the enclosure acting as an embankment right across the natural bed
of the stream. An outlet for the surplus water in the rains has been
cut through the fields to the north. To the east the stream has been
embartked in two places: but only the upper one at present holds
water, and that imperfectly, as the embankment is broken, and the
water is now some 4oo feet distant from the walls. When the em-
bankment was intact the lake must certainly have reached up to these
steps, as there are projecting stones placed at intervals in one of the
lower® courses, which were intended for bathers to stand upon just
above the level of the water. At the base of the western wall there
is .a similar flight of steps leading down to the water’s edge, and
extending along both the north and south banks of the little lake.”

y ‘
16.—GHUMAN-KOH-GHOWKANDIH. .

-

The village of Ghdman has long been associated with its
Gmmh and Kob-chows neighbouring town Koh-Chowkandzh
k dih : The former history 0r Chowkanda,and these two together
this 3°’°w“ha “once formed a chieftainship, or R4y,

"sumlar to that of Stmdrm only that the Simdria Rdjd or
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Thdkur was tributary to Rewa, while the province, or jerownha,
of Kok Chowkhadi and Ghiémd:r were, in former times,
independently governed. The constant finds between 4this
- jerownha and the surrounding #¢jds at the time when the
above arrangemets obained have become the subject of
songs and legends innumerable.

Ghiémdn, or Gooas, as map 88 has it, is sald to have
"been the capital of this jerownha Rdj of Kah Chowkandih
~ and Ghdmdn, Itis now a mere village, though apparently
‘an ancient site, if the quantity of broken brick, pottery,
‘and old brick-walls are to be taken as evidence of early
occupatlon

The large and flourishing town of Kok-Chowkandih; or
Chowkhadi, as it 1s often called by the
pahdris, the hill tribes who people it,
is sxtuated at the foot of a high mountain just 35 miles north,
north-east. of Rewa. But the latter form may be at once.
rejected as a mispronunciation of the ignorant people, the.
name bemg derived - from the squarish mountain hard by

'Der'wation of name.

. and meaning Slmply ‘““the square mduntain,” or, if the ter- ,""

minating dik be accepted, ‘the village of the square
mountain.”

" As | heard of the rock temples and sculptures of B/ur-
par while encamped at a small village called Simra, on the
high road to Rewa, I was tempted to leave the good road
and travel by the precarious tracks which lead to Bhirpdr,
-thus altering my originally planned route by an addition of .

many miles owing to the utter absence of roads. across the

‘barren and rocky wastes, quite uncultivated for ‘miles around

"which lay immediately to the. south of the line of country, .
. chosen by the rallway authontles from Baa’garlz to - Mars

. kandih. The mountam-pass lymg
A Baghel mountain-pass. between the villages of Koni and .

.Bhamam is very precipitous and narrow, having large rocks "

and boulders in every direction. This ghatti s most *
* difficult of ascent. from the east, even for a hill-pony, and
‘almost. tmpOss:ble for laden camels, that keep’ conStantly

_ 'falhng, and thxs fiecessitates thelr bemg mstantly reheved of

( .

[ 4
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their burdens and reladen. It will be seen what a difficult,
and indeed dangerous, pass this is when I found ‘my forward .
camels (sent on the day before at 1 P.M.) in the middle of -
the pass next morning at 63 A.M., when I was gaining the"
<ummit, fully expecting to find my camp ready, as usual, at
Bhamani, about 5 miles still furtherbn, and had I not arrived
on’ the scene it is doubtful that they would ever have gained

‘the top of this mountain, their arrival at Bhamani being

still more doubtful. The view from the summit of this pass

- is, however, most charming and extensive ; glvmg a bird’s-

eye view of a vast tract of country, with its rivers and woods

. stretching as far as the eye can see, and the descent towards
B the south-west is gradual and quite even. . Here I saw a very

+ large “ndogaja” of undressed stones,

Three niogajas. - flanked by two smaller ones; this mlght.

" seem, as indeed it is, a strange anomaly smaller ndoga]as
. - or “nine yards,” but the expression is not regarded as such

By the people. The factis, the graves of these gigantic, and

- wholly monstrous, pir, or genii, are only known by this name,
2 ~which conveys the conventionally believed length of their
... supposeéd occupants ; and, be the heaps either smaller or -
" larger, they are still ndogajas.

A fair proportlon of merchants’ houses and shops exist
in the busy little hill town of Kok-

Town of Chowkandih. . Chékanda, and the people tell of

“r _ sixty ‘garhs, or ancient forts, belonging originally to Kok-.
:Choﬁana’zlz which, they boast, had a R4/ of its own and was
7.. once managed mdependently ‘

The last Rdj4 is said to have been a Baghel and Rd]pﬂt

" but most Baghel families of any consequence claim the
. Jattet distinction. I found several pedestals of statues and
“ fragmentary sculptures here, but unfortunately none were

.instribed. .

*'17.—BHAMANL.
The large v1llage of Bhamans is srtuated one march to

.', vox.. xx. . . x
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adjoining the #ola of Singh Rdm Singh, written, by the way,
- .in Atlas Sheet No, 89, Fing sam Singh-ka-tola ; this may be .
called a “free” rendering of the name in every sense of the
-word. o

The remains at Bhamani consist of a comparatively
Rodern Bagheli fortress, a roofless
temple, and a large octagonal stom?_
well. Upon the site now occupied by this %of, or “fort,
I believe a kacha kot, or ““ mud fort” (probably built of un-.
baked bricks) formerly stood. This former strqnghold is
said to have belonged to a Rdjpat (Baghel chief .nam?dl
Seo-Das Singh, a tributary of the then king of Simdria.
The present structure of stone and burnt brick was raised
by a descendant of this Seo-Dds Singh,» named _‘}"agmf)han‘
Singh, during the reign of Bishd-Ndth Singh, who is said to
have besieged this fortress in the early part of the present
" century and, though it was vigorously defended by Fag-
mohan, made it tributary to the Rewa State.

It is also locally related that, at a later period, the grand-
son of Fagmohan Singh, Amar Singh by name, made the

Fortress of Bhamani,

fort a residence for his wives’ thakorin; of these wives the

last survivor died of snake-bite at an advanced age only
- -t . .
five years ago.

Though a comparatively modern building, the Bhamani- -

kot is much ruined and exhibits unmistakeab!e traces of
' ‘havin'g seen much actual service. Be.s\id‘es thlS.) it perpe-
tuates and brings to- light much that is interesting in the
history of this fallen Baghel family, whe were withih a few

centuries counted among the most powerful .fami.lies in this
part of Central India. I was shown by the villagers 422'
residence of the unhappy Thakorin, whom they call Chanaa®s

Kuar, and of whom theyall speak with tender regret, declai;
‘ ing that it was on account of her hum})le disposition, and
the habit of sitting on the bare ground in the performance

of religious ceremonies, that the wicked nag attacl‘;ﬁi h;r.,
These dwellings are within the enclosure, slfnalll,.aﬂ d' ac ha.u
buift  overgthe integral buildings that were raised tot e

313 siege.- The late Thakorin is said to have kept -

ground in
-

.
L I

-
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. .
a small retinue of about thirty servants, among whom was
" one Kaith, “ writer,” the rest being guards, domestic servants,
and female companions. From the dense growth of jangal
in certain- parts of this fort, I should think the existence
Dimensions of Jagmohan ©Of numerous snakes highly probable.
Singh-ka-kat. The enclosure is whelly abandoned
now and only used as a storehouse for grain.
- The fort ®overs am area of ground, 201 feet from north
to south, and 279 feet from east to west, being surrounded
by a ditch, which is walled in with perpendicular walls, 1 foot
1o inches thick. This moat still holds water. There is yet
another outwork, 2 feet 1 inch thick. The walls of the main
. building are 2 feet 6 inches in thickness at top, but probably

.. many feet more at base, and are constructed with scolloped

v

- ornament along the battlements, which are at the usual

" oblique angle; parallel to which are four bastions, at the cor-

ners of the structure pierced with niches pointing down
towards the ditch. There are also two pierced towers in-

. side the enclosure at the north-east and south-east corners,

but T could not make out any.towards the west. Divers

.~ -other brick buildings, appearing to have suffered much from

.warfare, some being almost demolished, are to be seen in *

. every direction within the limits of this fortress, On the

north there is still a massive drawbridge; and, on this aspect
also, the only entrance the 2of possesses; this gateway has

/ ~been repaired (though I fear not restored, as its diminutive

.
i

,;;‘«/; R

ornamentation, &c., corresponds but poorly with the remain.
ing . portions of the fort) by thé agriculturists, who have

»,"+ made a sma]l section of the space inside serve as a granary,

“  anda heavy wooden door has been added. But the greater
. ‘portion of these remains are inaccessible on account, as

" before remarked, of being overgrown with very thick jangal
#% . and strewn with rubbish of all descriptions. Indeed, the build-
f,'"‘_ . .ing generally has become very much dilapidated, especially

~ o
f

the outworks, the greater part of which falling in have filled

o up the ditch in several places. The -
Ha , fort of Fagmohan Singh gevertheless,
»* " in its simple solidity, is an imposing edifice and dg

A

" Construction of fortress,

61 .
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df a feudal gastle of the last century Al the bncks here are .

small, that part of the fort under water being buxlt with care-
fully dressed stones.

. To the east of this fort there is a ﬁne large stone well of _

octagonal form. This well, still much in use, appearsto belong

to the same period as its nelghbourmg fort, for which it was

probably excavated. N IRY'

- At the popular shrine here are several fragfnentary sculp-

‘tures mostly belonging tothe Vaishndy

. Remains. sect; the chief stitue being a large re-
presentatxon of Mahdvira, probably another name for Pdras-
rdm,} the warlike manifestation of Viskn#, which this Makd-
vira invariably resembles. This incarnation, which may be

called the Mars of the Hindgs, is very popular all over Bdghel- .
‘khand. ' The image of Mahdvira occupies a prominent place

“in a large percentage of the temples here.-

-

t

. 18—JHIRNA.

(See Plate XVIIL)

By dmt of, much enquiry, while at Bhamam I heard from

hirna : ‘inscritions, &e. o7 old Brdkman who was travellmg
Jhirna: inscriptions, &c. ¢ wards Rewa that he knew of an jn-

. - scription among the rocks distant about 5 miles north, a little
. - west from Bhamani. He professed total ignorance regarding -

the purport of this mscnpuon, saying that he only saw it by

chance many years ago, ‘and that he thought few knew éven .
-.of its existence.. This Iisubsequently found to be quite true, :

as none of thevillagers at Bhamani had heard of it. Secunng

the gm&aﬂce of my: informant, 1 despatched some: servants -
to bring me more definite information, as the dxrect!onv
md;cated was exactly cdntrary to that m .whtch 1 was then :

L lﬁ;«irclnng . v ‘ -
L ummgh thls name is éften translated “the great hero lech}ndra,”l

thmkthenl’arasﬁm incarnation has a more distinctly military significance.
tﬂwtﬂm b*‘ﬁi’lma, or Rima wuh the Batﬂe-ue, or,baram.}-‘-d\. tunmﬁb
bm: Q, 3, o ey ‘ . - } ‘ -

" . Natural rock temple,
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- On hearing that the inscription was a Sanskrit record in
six lines, I at once moved towards Fhirna, or “ the water-fall,”

situated amongst a large process of rocky mountains sur-

. Dimensions of inscribed, rounded by much barren country.
cascade, &c. In a secluded nook among these
rocks, I found a most picturesque cascade, emitting a large
_ volume of beautlfu]ly clear water, which, after washing a large
" ndtural plateay, 87 feet long from east to west,%ind 33 feet
‘broad from north to south, dashes impetuously into the pre-
cipitous ravine to the north This gulf descends perpendicu-
la;rly for 115 feet. The i inscription is situated near the centre

" Gituation of inseription, of the plateau before mentioned, and is
argha, &c. . . engraved onthe west side of a Sasvite

" argha, the basingshaped receptacle for the /ingam symbolical
" of Mahddev. The argha measures 1 foot 3inchesin diameter,
. and is itself hewn out of rock floor. - Behind, or to the south

" of, this natural rock platform rises another vertical wall, as it

were, of rocks 57 feet high, thus forming the southem wall’
of what we may'call a natural rock
S temple, and, as the only aspect ex-
- posed is a northern one (for the rocks just here overhang and
. project con51derably towards the top and east and west sides
respectwely) , it is seldom or never touched by the suit’s rays,
and in every way the votaries of Mahddev must ‘in former
txmes have worshipped at their ease in this natural temple
among the rocks, which at least possesses the advantage of
bemg in the truest sense “ built not by hands.”

_In its general form the mountain process facmg, or lymg
unmedxately to the north of, this- inscribed cascade, bears a .
.strong resemblance to a vast horse-shoe or amphitheatre open
-fo the north and stretchmg inthat direction as" far as, the eye

1&m discern.. -

The waterfall emanates from the perpendlcular rock over-

:fookmg the inscription on the south, and previously described

cgag forming ‘“the southern wall” of this shrine. Formerly _
ft s believed, the streams flowed with great force over the
ot occupied by. the Sasvite font, and.a deep narrow crevice

Eut in this rock floor was obviously mtended id¥ a drain to.
L] ' “
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carry ‘off the surplus water after it had washed’ the Zingam.

Indeed, it becomes quite apparent that this spot was chosen -

for the inscribed font, as it afforded a continuous oblation ‘of

pure water for the shrine generally kept saturated by artifi-
cial means elsewhere ; and a few Brdhmans here say since the
water ceased to flow with its wonted abundance over the
Mahéddev and chose for itself a different channel, the shrine
was p,robaBly abandoned and forgoften :—certain it is that

none of them knew of its existence until brought by me to '
the spot from Bhamani. The lingam itself is non ést, having

disappeared long before any one can remember, and the bulk
" of water from the waterfall has moved a few yards distant
from the inséription, which is neardy dry at times.

I have adopted the name of ¥hirna “ waterfall” for this .

Deriv#tiqﬂ. of name. spot, as it appears simplest and. most
from #jhlna, “to pour” But some Mussalmins from a
_ neighbouring. zagr have a slightly altered meaning for Fkirna,
which they call #inna,! ascribing to it the meaning of Finors-

. appropriate, being the Hindi form

ka-hamdm, or “ the Fairies’ bath ;" but,as the word was written

for me on the spot, with the initial ¥4 most distinctly, I have
no hesitation in taking the former and simpler sénse as the ..
true one, and, being the Hindi form, it is probably of earlier "
date. ' ' o

The only habitations for a distance of some miles around -

‘these rocks are a few huts built merely of leaves.

there are also six furnaces, in which, I believe, much good

‘ In these
" make-believe dwellings a number of lime-burners live. Here .

- stone-lime is calcined, the yield being about 70 mans of lime
_out of every 300 mans of stone burnt, the residue is thew .
+ :kept until the seasonal rains saturate it, when it is again ‘¢als.

B cined, and the yield fgom this second burning is about half thad !
- etiganally obtained from the kiln. This establishment belongs : .
%@ an enterprising BAbt at Mirzaptr, who, noting the abund: .

SR . : ‘
oy Thj:;'» hewever, refers more particularly to the clear, running brook hard by .

"+ o brgneh

the Tons, flowing to.the east of my inscription, and where numerous

" bdthers are sgn; for these Mussalmins had never before seeri the insoription, '

though they ld often passed within® few hundred yards of it.

BN

N

L

~ scription.

[P,
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ant supply of stone and wood from the rocks and jangal in
this neighbourhood, started it some years ago. I was rather
afraid lest, one of these days, they pluck up my discovery, in
the course of their blastings, and consign it also to the kiln,
bat was glad to hear that the rock-process in and about
the inscribed valley was unfitted and yielded not the desired -
lime. The fact is, these lime-burners get their raw material
flom some quarries a short distance to the north of my in-

. This inscription is’ the only one yet found of the Kala-
cifiri king Gauggeya Deva of Cheds, and is dated. , For the
teading of the name I am indebted to General Cunn.inghvam.

A

19.—KAKARIRI.
Situated on the north side of Mynha-ghdt, and nearly 5

" miles north-west of the waterfall just noticed. The Baghel

" .. Dimensions of gark.

7 wlls.

village of Kakariri is surrounded with
. many objects of interest ; the®most
neteworthy of these are to the north of the village, v;fhere the
jdggal is pretty dense, and large game, including tigers and
lecpards, are known to flourish. To the north of Kakariri

Kakartrt.

~there are the following remains: A mud fort (kacka gark), in

.-the remaining battlements of which there are still . traée§ '.of
partial, stone-works, and it exhibits
the remains of two diagonal stone
This fort measures 275 feet from its northern to
scuthern extremities, and 250 feet east and west, and is

" Jout 15 feet high. 1 could not find any specific traces of

" ogter ot surrounding walls here, as, on account of the material

“"of which they were built, they have most probably mingled
" yith the interior débris; but from the increased height of the

e

edges of this mound, and judging by the width of these edges,
“ihe walls must have been very broad. Thereappears to have

" "Jeen an entrance to this gark on the north, where  there are

v, M

the remains of an early BrAhmanical

" Remains of early templ:e. templ e. Upon these remains the

>
{

RO
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villagers have erected another and smaller shsvd/a, which they
call Bhyrdmyji-ka-Mandir, or  the temple of Bhyrdmyi,” who
is generally represented as mountedupon a dog, and is sups
posed to have guarded Kdsiji (Vardn Sdra) as kotwdl of that
“sacred city. This modern shrine is 18 feet 6 inches long hy
14 feet o} inches bsoad and 7 feet high, but when the thxck-
“ness of wall is deducted (2 feet 4 inches), it will be seen th
have but little room 1n51de—-on1y 10 feet 14 inches by 13 fe
10 inches, but this is a cominor type of the more mode
v1llage temples in Baghelkhand ; hence those of Bhirptr,
which we shall come presently, are more noteworthy. - 5

East of the village, and close to a fine old well, standsa:
large pipal tree (Ficus Religiosa), at the foot of which the
_ are a few statues, e.g., a headless Yepresentation of a femal;!

’ probably pdruvati, an obelisk covered with figures, and num¢¥'
ous other fragments, /inga, &c.

Two miles north-east of the village of Kakarir, there jt
‘an old Bditha, or columnated eli
fice of stone, having twelve octago
pillars, whlch along with their bases and capitals, meas
6 feet 1 inch high. These are still standing and in parts sf N
mounted by architraves 11 inches deep, which once supporged”
1ts roof. It w111 thus be seen that this bmldmg was ongm'yj‘f
7 feet high, but it has long best}
" roofless. Situated facing the cardnig
pou‘;ts the hall, a Mahdmandirpdr, of this building measup#?
g2 feet 11 inches from east to west and 1 5 feet 9 inclhed!
from notth to south. - :
Further north there are a few fine old ddolis, or wathf?
", reservoirs, with steps: these are,hoy?;

. ever, now perfectly dry and. mu.,

,lha ka-Bdttka

Dnmens:ons of Bditka,

. Anmem; bdolu '

&lled up; they measure 18 feet long by 10 feet ginches wid t"li;
-and, are generally of stone walls 1 faot thick, and, togeth',:
with' the remains of an ancient well of stone, 17 feet 5 inche}’
square and 37 feet deep, probably belong to a comrhon perxod )

,whenj:lns sxte ‘waSsa ﬂounshmg capital. .

4
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In the adjacent jangal we found the following sculptures -

P

Group of two females . 7 feet 11 inches high, -

I.

2. Do. maleandfemales .7 , o9 ,
3. A male figure . . .2, 6 .

4. A group of three figures . .8 , 1inch

* 5. A group of many figures .
6. Numerous fragments, etc.

<3 5 3 inches ,,

I found no 1nscr1ptlons on any of these sculptures, nor
Sculptures discovered in any trace of a building they may have
Jangal. adorned, but the jangal here is very
thick, and may have covered the foundatlon of such structures.
The first building mentioned is commonly called A/ka-4a
' Bditka, after the famous warrior Alka, whose achievements
* are sung all over these parts, and the tale extant regarding
the Ahir chiefs, Alha and Udal, with their master Parmal
- are almost without number. :
The term Bditka, ot Vditka, is applied to all ruins, whether
of brick or stone, with the exception of ruined forts, castles,
palaces, and deserted sites, e.g., villages which are’ génemlly
- styled garh, avaran, kot, or dih respectively. Those remains

_ comprised under the head of Vditka are properly of five

denominations, sci/. of rest-houses, temples, mosques, private
- “edifices, and fallen cities, though the latter are often called
-, wrongly garh by the people. Shapeless barrows and sttpas

‘ _are correctly classified asfollows®: 7, hdpa, also Tope, when

“in fau' preservation, thdpi, bihta, dhir, and tila, if much_
rumed though #:/a also means almost any eminence,and is

" ven applied.to certain natural hills. Ruins called Vihdr
_‘ are exclusively Bdddhistic” as the term means groups of

A

“ 7" Bhirpurs situation, &.

. cells or monasteries which are called at the present seat
7 of 3dddhzsm, i.e., Barma, ‘' kyoung.”’ .

e : —BHIRPUR
(Seeflates XV, XVI, and XVII.)

thrpdr is.an obscure village situated just 6 miles south-
south-east of Ghémiin, and midway be-..

tween that place and Koh-chowkanda o
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da, altogether apart from the roads and in a very secluded por-
tion of Central India. The temples I discovered hére are four

~ . in number, clustered together in close ptoximity to each other.

Elaborately carved rock Foremost among these is a rock-built
temple. . temple, standing at the southern end
of the group. This is a most curiously designed huilding,
being elaborately .carved in the dagk-coloured stone from the.

* surrounditig rocks. The floor is raised from the ground g feet,
and- is approached from .the east by a flight of steps. On
either side of the entrance (north and south) are a pair of

Dimensions, &c., of rock Stone seats, 2} feet high, running the
temple. . whole length of the building; these
in their turn support six small ornamented stone columns,
measuring 3 feet ginches high, and most of the architraves
that once supported this roof of the temple are still #» st
resting on the pillars ; and as these lintels are 2 feet 3 inches
deep, we have a present total height of 17 feet 6 inches for the
rock temple of Bhirpir. But, as I satisfied myself that the
ceiling of this temple was built of overlapping slabs (the cen-

o tre ornament (S#rdj-makhs) of which ceiling I recovered from

the surrounding remains), the original height, with its umbrella-
shaped pinnacle, ‘afterwards discovered, must have been’
over 25 feet,—the total length of the structure is 21 feet 6
inches east and west, and 14 feet 10 inches from north to.
- south ; but the eminence, or dkir, upon
. which these ruins stand is altogether.
5'1 feet from east to west and 42 feet from north to south. . °
The temple proper, or space between pillars north and’
L _  south, is 6 feet 11 inches, and from the.

. entrance to sanctum east and west 7.
feet 7} inches.® In the centre of this raised floor, they have

“ '« _ Early mounds,

Details of rogk temple.

S lately placed a Mahddev fontand lingam. 1 say “lately,” BE..

'; : cause 1 am confident the establishment of Sasvism in this
. temple belongs to a comparatively modern date, and that the .

e

' edifice was originally dedicated to Vishn#a In arder to prove
this: with due clearness, it will only be necessary to mention 2.

. v_\ o few disc averies I made in and about these remaingi— =
... Firstly, in an- insignificant, modern temple, which 1 will
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/e
*

Identification of vock-cut describe more fully hereafter as “ num-
temple with the temple of ber four, ” I found a very old statue of
Bhir, " Mahd-vira. Now, Mahdvira or Mahi-
bhiris certainly the patron deity of this place, and, in all pro-
bability, the source whence the village derives its name Bhir-
phr. The village has been known by this name, ‘T ascertained
from the most reliable authorities, for several generations, and,
consequently, long prior to the small temple now enshrining
the Mahdvira statue. This temple is a modern structure built
by a Byrdg: within the present century. Hence it follows .
the, statue must have been appropriated to the use of this
‘small temple, which is very popular, from some other that was.
probably falling into an unserviceable condition. It now only
remains for us to find out which among this group is the de-

’

spoiled temple, and 1 thinkit is satisfactorily foundin the - .

~ southern rock structure already named, because, in the first
.+ place, this temple is wholly unadapted to lingh worship, hav-
" ing little capacity in the body of the building for the neceséary
paraphernalia of arg/a and water oblations ; secondly,if had
a regular shrine, or sanctum, upon which to display statues—,
a feature wholly unnecessary for a linga temple; and, la'stly:
. Ifound traces against the western wall (such as would na-
: turally be left by the extractign of a figure) corresponding
" exactly in dimensions to Zhe figure of Mahd-vira now in the
- Byrdgi Mandir. * . :
" 71 think little remains to be added in order to prove that *
( ?he remains of the large rock temple, now 'erroneoi}s]yv called
- Mahddev-ka Mandir represents the original Vaiskndv temple
- . of Mah4-vira—in all likelihood the earliest temple on the
. site, and that from which the village adjoining derives its
..’ name. -
3" The lower portion of this temple, beneath the raised floor
’ is a perfectly solid basement built o%
L huge blocks of rock carefully dressed
.~ and squared, and the construction throughout is of remarkably
“. large and well chosen stones, richly carved in several places.
Nothing is known of this interesting building (for a view °

Construction.

i -of which see Plates) except that it was built many generations
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- ago'by Bihdri Banjéra. These Banj'dr.a.!‘ are. a caste of .
- carriers rather than merchants, who live by carrying upon buls -
locks certain commodities, such as &hee, cotton, tobacco, &cii..
which they sell or exchinge’ advantageously in their usually -
extensive travels. They are said to have been very wealthy
~ in earlytimes, but modern locomotion has naturally contract- -
"ed their field, and consequently their profits, much. . . ';
. “Amongst the ruins at the foot of this temple, I found a
slab of stone ‘6% inches thick, upon which a halo, or Sﬂny’
.m#khi, is sculptured in relief. This fragment is interesting en -
-account of its undoubted connection with the temple itself,. 3
" Discovery. of carved ceil S it measures just 4 feet g inches oﬁb
ing, or Struj-makhi. . way by 4 feet .1} inches the othe’!'%f
these dimensions correspond exactly with the proportions. of",
“the cornices and lintels of the temple and, upon calculatxon,
I found that, resting on a gradient of overlapping slabs, th@ y
~ tablet formed the ceiling to the upper chamber, which is at'
present roofless and exhxbtts its bare lmtels resting upon the
columﬁ;, ‘ IR 8
I next unearthed three stone umbrellas; which ev1dentlyt
formed the final, or pinnacles, of this edifice. Asshown in: myi,:
restoration, see Plate, the lowermost,' Y
S .or:largest, of these measures 3 feetu:
9 inches’ in diameter and 1o inches deep the second, 2 feet 5*
inches in diameter and 7 inthes deep, and in like mannen?;
3 the smallest is 1 foot 5inches and 5 inches,. gl
. No. 2 temple of this series is a hxgh brick structax
s,md or stbpadike, tem- bearing a peculiar resembance, wh s
- ple: d“"‘m’“”‘s» &. .  vyiewed at a distance, to a dedhlﬁ%;%
i tgq 'stfipa : as the tall cupola crowning it is covered with M‘t
Mm grass and jangal, o f'ﬂ*g
" .The total. height of this temple from its floor to summit’¥
" # ".‘;Q,x'feeﬁ 10 inches, of which the lower chamber is 27 feel‘: :
. ‘1q.inches, the remaining 14 feet being absorbed in the uppeti,
iﬁgonal ‘chamber . and ‘semi-circular dome. The lowai!;

Pinnacles, 8c.

spaeg, 13 feet 5. inches square, as ‘the walls are 3 feet 9% mchr- ~

[ .

- body'of the building is a quadrangle of 84 feet in circuit. !
eanh wgll .being a1 feet, but this only affords an mtenox,\;_

»
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irt thickness : this chantber is gracefully vaulted. The cir-
- cumference of the intermediate member, which is octagonal

‘in form, is 70 feet 8 inches, which allows 8 feet 16-inches for
each face, that of the final dome being 51 feet; the walls
up here are thinner, being only 3 feet 5 inches.

" This temple is said to have been built by a Baghel Thakur
‘of Fhitia, a village situated 8 miles.east of Bhirpar, and
called Bhotea in map 88 of Indian Atlas. The temple con-
taxns an image of Chatur-bhij Rai, or  the four-armed deity,”
standing upon a pedestal dsan 3 feet
, 8 inches above the floor of the temple.
The statue is 4 feet 11 inches high by 2 feet 8 inches broad,

Image,

_and stands altogether with pedestal, 7 feet 5 inches. There

are ten small recesses inside the - temple, apparently meant
for lights, and the entrances are two in number, the principal
‘one béing to the east and another small door or postern
to the north, ’

Pro]ectmg from the front or eastern aspect of this temple,

’there is a portico or outer hall supported upon thin stone

pillars. This verandah extends the whole length of. the
building, s.e., 21 feet, and, in common with the temple to -
~which it belongs, stands upon an -ancient mound of solid
brick-work, generally about 10 feet akove the level of the
s surroundmg country, and measuring
o - 100 .feet" from east to west and %0
. feet from north to south. I traced the foundations of numer-
_ous' former temples (?) amongst these ruins, also a long
-straight wall running almost parallel with the present tgmple. .
This course of brick-work is visible for 87 feet, and has a.
general thickness of 4 feet. From superficial excavations in
this metmd, some bricks measuring 14 inches by 10 inches by
-2} inchies were found, and numbers 11 inches by 7 inches by
‘g inches. This, together with many other early mounds in
‘the: neighbourhood, at once fixes this as a site that must
:have been occupied at an esrly date. |
. The remaining signs of anhqmty in the v1cm1ty of Bhir-
:‘ Amem stone fort ~ pdr consist of an ancient fort (40t) to
Sy | the west of the village ; this measures

o Remams
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170 feet 6 lnches long from north to south and 76 feet 6 mch&s

. broad east and west, and is surrounded by a stone wall (only

traceable in a few places) 3 feet 11 inches wide. The general
helght of this mound, of which a portion is under cultivation,”

-is about 7 or 8 feet.above the fields, and various other

patches of pottery-strewn high gfound. But mowhere are.
these remains so distinctly traceable as they are around
temple No. 2 of my list and already described. -
The 3rd temple here is considerably smaller and morel“
Temple of Biva-bhtsi Devi, modern than either of those above -
dimensions, &o, named, and is called Bdra-bhdji Devi,
“the twelve-armed goddess,” from a very curious semi-

| nude, twelve-armed female figure, mounted on a sphinx-
like animal with human head, and surrounded by numerous
“¢elestial musxmans, which is now enshrined in this temple, -

This statue is 3 feet 1 inch high, or, with its pedestal, 4 fest,
bemg 2 feet broad, and has eight lamp-mches on either snde _

~ of its shrine. :
The temple of Bdra-bhdji Devi i8 an almost cubic stmc-, :

tute-18 feet 3 inches square, having a verandak in front (east)
and surmounted by a modern dome which springs from an’

. octdgonal base. The building is whelly of brick, and having -
been repeatedly whisewashed, most . of the carvings with'

which it was once scantily embelhshed have been obhter-w

The 4th temple of. this group is a small ms:gmﬁcant*
building to the east, which must be very modern, as it is buil .

- of -a miscellaneous collection.of materials obvxously picked

up from the remains of the earlier temples, such matem.l#
aboundmg here.

Of this tsemple, suffice it to say that it is the same prew-
ously mentioned as being built by & -

B"ag'sumple ~_Byrdgp, or religious mendicant, and "

ceh&mmg the ancient sculpture of Makd-vira, which, as 1

" have already shown, belongs tosthe medieval rock temple

'l

*“tocwhich, in all probability, the adjacent village of Badrpdr

. owes its mame,
"This temple is numerously attended on the occasnon o‘f

a

" The Maharaja’s palace,
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An‘nua! wila. the annual fair held at Blm'pdr on
the gth of the light fortnight in the

: month of March or mits chdit sdds nodmi.

21.—RUPAOLI-TOLA.

Close to the southern bank of the Zons River, and about

Vaishnaw  remains at ™Mdway between Simdrig and Deo-

 Répdols-Tola. Maho, I found an old stone temple .
“surrounded by a great number of sculptures and potsherds.

Inside the temple is enshrined a very fine statue of Vishna,
61 feet high, with a boldly pierced halo behind head, sup- -

. ported upon small ornamental pilasters, Several complete

pillars lay about the mound which surrounds and underlies

~ this temple, and which is, in all probability, the representa-
tive of a still earlier shrine.’ 4

22.—-.-R EWA..
(See Plate XIX.)

The city of Rewe. is situated ]ust~ 110 miles to the west
of south from Allahabad, by the nearest route, and 33 miles

".east of Satna by the high road..

Of the Baghels of Baghelkhand little is known beyond'
the fact that they are the present representatives of the

| ancxenf Bdrhs or Bhdrs, whom they succeed. The present -

race of Baghels appear to be a cleanly and mdusmous

ple. .
Of the Hindu city of Rewa* the most plcturesque por-
tion, to my mind, is the chowt,* or
city proper, facing which is the Mak4-

1.\,.4]¢; palace, a long and spacious mansion constructed in
+the most approved modern style of Hindu architecture.

1.0r Rewdsi. The name is universally pronounced by the people with the

‘hgsal, and is written in both characters of the vernacular distinctly Rewdn.
" In common with the transliteration of many other names, we wrongly omit the #
Jyere and even add in its stead A!
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- For the rest, the outskirts are somewhat barren in ap-
' pearance, though excellent roads exist '
: to such principal resortsas the Laksk.
" mi Bdgh, Gobindgarh, Raipdy ; &c.;and the highway leadin
to Satna on the west is a most commendable piece of road-
making. : o o
Directly in front of the MahAr4ja’s ‘palace and forming
the entrance to the Chow#, stands a gateway or triumphai |
. arch of red sandstone, exquisitely adorned in every part
with rich- carvings. - ‘At the close of the year 1881, General
Original sculptured gate. Cunningham was of opirfion that the
- way in chowk of Rews. =, gateway must have been brought to .
Rewa from the adjacent village of Gdrgs, where there are °
" many very extensive remains, and during my visit to Gdrgs- "
Msan, 1 found the actual spot whence it was exhumed in the
ruined Palace of Karen Dahdria.  Of these extensive ruins, -
~ dethils will be found in the account of Gadrgi-Mdsan which .°
follows. 1 only mention this incident to account for the -
~origin of this remarkable scilpture which I will now endeavq "
Descriptions,  measure- our to describe. From its foot. to''
ments, &c., of gateway. acmé this gat eway‘ measures just‘ ‘.
25 feet, and from the extreme outside edges of its sup“
porting columns, is 18 feet 3 inches wide ; but when we deduct - -
the diameter of these columns (3 feet 43 inches) from this . -
width, the space betwixt pillarsisonly 11 feet 5} inches—that"
is, 11 feet 5} inches+ 3feet 4§ inches+3 feet 4§ inches=18 . *
feet ginches. The supports are 22 feet 2 inches high, but the .
* columns reach above the lower part, of beginning, of the lintel,
_which is 17 feet 2inches above the road-level, though they 28
5 feet 10 inches short of the apex. -The carved lintel is 7 feet ™ -
10 inches deep, 2 feet 7 inches thick, and would run the whole
. way across were its ends not fractured. As it]s, it extendd .’ )
“to the outer limits of the supporting monoliths to within &
. few inches, where it terminates ruggedly. D
' /When I visited Rewa this gateway was being set up,and;
iy first view of it.was through a wilderness of constructive” "
“scaffolding, and, as I,wished to photograph the gateway,
" those beams: that obstructed ¢the view were caused to be tem-

Roads, -

. SR
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- porarily removed for me by the courtesy of the enlightened
i De@dn of Rewa, Pandit Het Ram; indeed, this minister
y.gfforded me much valuable assistance, and in’countless ways
cilitated my researches in the Rewa State, ”
The topmost reliefs of this unique gateway are sugges-
- tive o{ religious scenes in which the sacrificial bull, or bufgagloe
' l\s‘nthnce boldly depicted—that near the c'ent:-e kneelin .
- apparently, in readiness to be slain. The next lower membi:
_of this architrave is an a/to-relievo pierced right through
t!}c, stone wherever the sculptor has deemed it necessa gto
~ his design, which is an extremely vigorous one, having i;y the
R gentre two rampant lions with human riders ; these are flanked
< on e:thel:v side by standing female figures with attendants
in-adoration. This section of the carvings is surmounted b
':?:11:’a:guadruple arch with three floral pendants which at oncz
;'?_ncloses the whole design ahd forms the body of two centaur-
hj;e_objgcts, out of the mouths of which the mounted liohs
. before mentioned are understood to have just issued. The

: this part of the gateway calls to mind the agreeable medle
+-of objects employed in the designs of Renaissance Arty
L'qyrer down, the reliefs again assume a thoroughly otien'tai ’
"h}a‘ract'er? and this remarkable architrave finishes below with
running ornament of intertwined flower-garlands (mdla)

hanging from eight lions’ heads. o :
i+..:. The supporting columns exhibit, at their summit, most
'of the Brahmanical deities, Ganesa and Pdrvati bein,g con.
; wi’cqous: these are crowned by, and supported upon, half
1 gures of Cherubim mostly delineated in the act of trur;xpet.‘
%’_’;@g,-m@ in the line of ornament below will be seen' the best
%l;qpomoned figure I could find on the gateway—I allude to
b%:ﬂua full-length, semi-nude female figure on the left pillar.

,J.,%‘e:rema'ir{ing‘ lower portions of these pillars abound with
“Bgures; miniature pilasters, and much exquisite Brahmanica}
ament, all contributing towards the gracefully proportionéd“

le or outline of these columns.

-7 For & pictuire of ‘the Rewdri Galeway see Plate XIX.

.‘whole idea is most originally conceived and executed, and . |
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‘s to be regretted that the engineers who have set up .
thisI;u;ferb gatewagyr so admirably should have concealectl sco-

“much of its valuable carving. When I saw it, the.cltl)ns ;u o

" tion of ‘a most inappropriate pointed stone arch, with w 1(; ;

they propose to obscure nearly half the upper l():arw:mgs; wa-

happily only begun. .It, however, soon became ut1 ;o t?)-‘:,]

. rent to me that, when completed, this new work would no lg
hide much of the old, but that the effect of the latter w:t;l
be completely marred by this frame:work, which }is tomao r};
unadapted in design to the early carvings. Someth tmg mors

. plain and, as nearly as possible, angular in form—guz de sqw ou)(i
I would say, if the upper irregular corners permitted—
be infinitely better suited for an enclosure to this gate;r:z; .
provided always that such an eltllc‘liozv.:: ;157,; x:e;::rs:r{; ey
the entrance to the gardens calle kshmie A, ou

ity, there are five temple% and one large stone tank.
X?lStchfs: 1‘:zx’nples, are now in daily use and in good ?rese;;'ad- ‘_
Temple of Rdm Lashman, tion. The first of these is ca ed
a“der.'fngﬂk" at Lakshmi-Bdg. * the temple of Ram, Lakshman, and
Fanki,” and contains those idols‘which belong to the f:l:;t; |
iscarnation. The second shrine is also called, after the deiti

" femole of Fagandte WOTShipped in it, scil. Fagandth, Bal-
emple

Balbhadar, and Sohodra. bhadra, and Sohodra (Bodh Avatar).
‘ o Baldes Third Krishna, Baldev or Balardm,
an?gﬂigfmhm and Rd4dhika (Krishna mcamatxon)..
' . Fourth Rdmdntja, called 'Rdm'dm?]

Temple of Rém&ndja. <0 40 but it is clear that this shrineis

| I four founders of the four,
edicated to Rdmdndja, one of the four 1o _

dei('till:ia; sects of Vaish’navism, the remaining founderslo;hth:_ |
l')n this religion being Madhva, Chaitanya, and Valabhar. :

si The sth temple is a much smallex;, ;
ple of Mabdvia.  one “and merely contains a figure of .

a.. : ‘

Mahd rsk of these temples faces the north., and hag an
octagonal base measuring 233 feet in.

frsttemple. i oouit or 28 feet 1} inches at each

: i i liskal, and "
ortion of this structure is obe y anc.,

. ing is its excessive heig

Thxs tank faces the car

in circuit, being beautifully constructed of dressed materials,
~and approached by a regular flight of stone steps. In the

+0 . Mausoleum.

i
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measurements include a porch, or arddha-mandapa, which

' abuts from the pagoda and leads to the antardla, or sanctum
sanctorum, into which the numerous BrAhmans in charge of
these temples of course denied me admittance, but allowed
my servants, one of whom was a Brahman, free access,

The second temple in this garden is a quadrangular ’

Dimensionsofsecondfemple.' building, 9 f?et 6 inches in ACirCUit’
. ~ each wall being 24 feet 10} inches

apd 36 feet high, with a plain flat roof and remarkably mas.

- sive.walls, 3 feet g inches thick.

The third is an unusually lofty, square-built structure

Dimensions of third temple, ' 3% feet 4 1Pches in circuit at base,

g ~or33 feet 7 inches on each aspect,
with walls 3 feet 7 inches in thickness,

The fourth mandir faces the west, and measures 137

" Dimensions of fourth temple feet 8 inches in girth,. and, being of
- quadrangular form, this allows 34 feet
The only peculiarity about this build-
: ht, being considerably over 100 feet,
and the thickness of its walls 4 feet 7 inches,
The small building near the great tank of RewAn is now
) uqu more as a rest-house and shady resort for the pilgrims
‘visiting these temples than as a place of worship, though,
as before stated, it contains a figure of Mahdvira, This
Diimensions of Mahdvia building measures 18 feet from north
Temple. .to south and 10 feet east and west,
| : and stands, 12 feet high. All the
Construction of temples, above-described temples are built for
: the most part of squared stones,
ank attracts a considerable number
of pilgrims to its. banks, and is 2
great feature of the Lakshms gardens,
dinal points and measures 480, feet

§ Mches for each face.

R "The large square t

Large stone tank,

Lakshmi-bdgh 1 was also shown the
yet unfinished mausoleum of the late
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Maharaja, which is daily adorned with fresh flowers by the
loyal Baghel pilgrims visiting the adjacent temples. .
To the east of Rewhri there is a very old bdoii, or water
reservoir, called Rdni-ka-bddoli. It is
: now almost dry, and has a diameter
of 14 feet 4 inches in the circular part, and a gradient of
steps reaching from north to sauth for g8 feet, this portion
being 27 feet 11 inches across from west to east. These
‘steps reach to the water-level, which is 35 feet 10 inches
below the ground level. There are two shady rest-houses, ‘
pleasantly ‘situated close to the bdoli for travellers ; also a
few sculptures, one of which—a Vaishnav image—is rather
large, being s feet 5 inches high. '
The bdol: is one of the largest in Rewdn Khass, but .1.

Ancient baoli.

~ am told that one still larger exists at Rdjgarh, 33 miles dis-

L ]

tant from AlwAr. This reservoir, called Lakshmi-bdols, is, 1
believe, still largely in use, and was built by a wealthy dansa
of Alwdr. ‘ o _ o
Near the encamping-ground at Rewdn, there is a large
" metal gun which was presented by
one of the MahArajas to a Brihman,

near whose dwelling it now lies. The gun measures 7 feet

Old metal gun.

inches long, and is 3 feet in diameter (outside), which, how-
and bears a short -

ever, only allows an aperture of 8 inches,
Hindi inscription engraved in the metal.

' 23—NAPANIA. g
" Leaving Rewa on the east and crossing over to the west-

ern bank of the Bichia river (called by some Patpar-nadi), -
‘there are, near the village of Nipania, some idol temples.
C The largest, and indeed the only note-
Temple of BAbd Sitd Rém oo hy “temple here is that of Bais
Sitd Rdm, 2 fine building with cir- -

at Nipania: dimension, &c.

" cular dome inside, and portico 'supported upon six stoné

colymns on its eastern front. It is said to be 350 years old; -
but, while admitting that this age is ‘quite possible for the
building in question, I cannot help considering it somewhat

¢

" exaggerated.”

i

" The principal ;ret‘ﬁains‘at Girgs »
- The princi rgs or Gargi Masdn, as thi
’ancxent site 1s always' called, on account of its clos,e ;rg:is |
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. Thehl')ase of this temple is an oblong of 26 feet from north
fee:o;x; i an}t;l 28hf.e<la{t from east to west, the walls being 3 -
10 Inches thick. * The verandak is 7 f i

4 ! / , eet

:ug(}il.,. and at its east front measures 26.fee7t long 3§h1112c};is
e: dl{;g the full le.ngth of this fagade, and proje::ting east:
Zvdr or 10 fc?e? 7 mf:hes ; the verandah rests along its east
o tﬁ;e),leuptondsm. partially ornamented pillars of stone. The
t stands on an artificially 'made raised platf easur.
ing 77 feet 7 inches east and west and <q f. 't 2 inches st
‘and south ; this level platf i et by o hes morth
o feot § nches hih platiorm is surrounded by a mud wall
There are some other minor shri |

e some shrines, mostly of

modern and insignificant, however, to be noticgd (})ner?ud’ o

From the stream dividing Nipania from Rewa .an ex

cellent view of that city and fortifications can be had. In.

:ilf:rcli this vi;w is perhaps more comprehensive in its nature
véry 1a):llzreotn e:' l};(lere,bthe country lying on the outskirts being
, , notably between Lakshman Bagh: ity
. : gh and th
‘\;!here(i with the exception of an occasional tomb or ceirccli;:y’
oml;: }'est-hoqse (t4ram), all is rugged waste | i
P esides te.mbplesv'there are a few mosques ineRewa, re
stg;::s to:ieraltlxon belmg most commendably observed in’thi;
State, and the melodious cry of the Mogasn ing “t
: , . . calling «
f;lthful to prayer is heard to great advantage mii ;:lng : t'hs
the ’;lhamor;)us temple bells in the still dawn neine g
‘he only remaining objects of archzolo ical i in
. M t A ’
liega dI.(hAss ‘of' which 1 knew, are a large ga.tewa:; z;e:ttor::
at Bardi Khgss in Pargana Bodi, which is in contiguity with

ll:he I\iilrzaPm: dist’ric‘t, the great Bandogarh fort, some ruined
temples with Inscriptions south of the Kasmur Range,and the
.extensive remains at Gaérgs Masdn. Accounts of 'the tx‘yo

latter sites are here subjoined..

x
\

 24—GURGI oR GURGI MASAN.
" (See Plate XX

- , »
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" mity to Masd;z, a town a little to the west, where thelze is a
" Gérgi Masin: remainsof bazar, &c., the village qf F}argl being
city. ' merely an ordinary fola ‘without even
a single Bania’s shop, are those of a once great-w{alled city. .
This vast mound is still surrounded in parts by its ancient
stone wall, generally 10 feet thick, and in several places still
15 feet high. . - '
" These remains are situatéd to the north-east of the village
of Gurgi MasAn, and measure, along
their stone walls, on the southern sidé
3,475 feet, along the eastern wall 3,041 feet, the north wall
2,050 feet, and that to the west measures 3,700 feet.! As the
western end of this.mound possesses the greatest length of
wall, Z.¢., 3,700 feet, and that exactly opposite (on the .ea.xst)
is only 3,041 feet, it is difficult to name precisely the original
dimensions of the named city. It will also be seen from the
sketch-map?! that an equally wide difference occurs on the north
“and south, where these ramps are g,050 feet and 3,475 feet
respectively. But by remeasuring befween these walls through
" the centres of the mound (where two roads leading to the
four traditional gates are said to have existed) I arrived at the

Dimensions of ancient city.

conclusion that the original city was a quadrangle of ‘quite

4,000 feet, if not more, either way ; for, though the walls out-
side can be measured with, precision, it is probable that other

_bu‘xldings stood between this and the mound described further

on. Most of the chaotic ruins within this enclosure have

distinct names and histories in the tradition of the pebple,—~

thus, the conspicuous mound. towards the ceptre is called

the chowk, or “metropolis,” that near the eastern gate the.
kotwdl, “police station,” and a little to the west of south

from ‘the chowk,' the squarish mound is called the dara-
" howeli, or “large house,” directly to the west of which are a

]ntegf#l remains of city.

besides, four bdolss, one tank,'and {our gateways, and, inside

1 See sketch of these ruins, Plate xx.

number of ruined stone temples and
broken sculptures, obviously the re- -
mains of the former religious quarter of this city. There are, -
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the chowk (where I managed to penetrate from the south-
west corner yith great difficulty, though the jangal is much
thinner here than elsewhere), a somewhat raised spot was
pointed out where a very large pillar once stood. Of this
pillar it is related that many years ago a party of men
were digging at its base for dressed stone, and on its founda-
tion being thereby disturbed, the pillar fell and killed one of
the labourers, being itself shattered to pieces by thefall. No
traces of any such monolith exist now, but the pieces are

‘said to have been removed long since as materials for other

constructive works. .

These ruins are bounded on the north by the village of
Bhitipar, which lies about half a mile distant, and on the south
the village of Bara, or Vardhar, is about the same distance
from this wall. Halwa is a.village
situated about 1 mile from the east-
ern wall, and that of Silhat almost adjoins the west side of
these remains. . A

A little to the west of the fort above described is a
colossal figure in blue-stone of Mahdbhir, or Mahavira, g feet
4 inches long, of which the chest measures 5 feet 7 inches
in circumference, that of the head being 4 feet 6} inches.
According to the tradition of the place, this statue is sup-
posed to represent an ahir who, on the occasion of the

. Colossus of Gfirgi Masén,

& adjacent citadel being invaded by some foreign Rd4/4, raised

his hand and called to his cow (of which a life-sized statue
still exists about 3 miles distant), which, along with its master,

~was instantly petrified. The figure has its right hand up-

raised and mouth distended. Hard by there is another large
stone, 4 feet 1 inch long by 2 feet 11 inches broad, upon which
twenty-five idols are represented;

" Miscellaneous sculptures, .
" prar there are in all ten broken sculptures

~ on this spot, but near the village of S:/kat there is another

carving, 2 feet g inches high by 3 feet wide, exhibiting nine

1 | found 4 similar ﬁgﬁre called Jogibhir amongst the statues at Khikindo,

Gorakhpur, on the occasion of my visit to that interesting Brahmanical site last

season, 1880-81.
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similar figures which pertain to the worshlp of the gods, also
some other fragments.

To the west of the village of Bardk is the tank called by’
the villagers Bhara-pokhra, or “the full tank,” but thisis
evidently a popular corruption of Vardha, the boar, or third in- .

carnation of Vishnd. On the eastern bank of this tank, and "

Andient tank and temple, Over-shadowed by a fine prpal, is a
ke. tall temple devoted to the worship of
Maltddev, and a number of sculptures. = This is uot, however,
the original temple belonging to this tank, as, by the name
of the ad]acent village, and indeed that of the tank itself,
though now in a corrupted form, I take the original temple
to have been Vaishnavic, containing, probably, a statue of

the Vardha-Avatdr, some fragments of whlch I found on

the opposite bank. -
~ To the east of the v1llage of Girgi Masdn is a mlned,
Ruined palace of° Raja iort called by the people: Rdj4 Kdrin
Kirin Daharia. ‘Daharia-ka-kila. These are the rujns
of a huge palace belonging, probably, to the same period as
the great city and fort remains already described: indeed,
local tradition has it that the city, fort, and palace belong
to the time when Kdrdn, or erun,‘ ruled this. part of the
country. It was from these remains that the gateway now at
Rewa was exhumed, and this gate most probably formed one
of the principal entrances to the ancient palace whlch, judg-¢

. ing from the wilderness of sculpture one meets with i every

part of its remains, must have been al-
most, if not quite, as richly decorated
on every side by carvmgs as that gateway itself.

. The best of these sculptures are as follows :~—

Sculptures on palace ruins.

‘1. A colossal group, 13 feet 1 inch high, representmg o

S7va and Pdrvali;

o ) vy

X KArﬁn, -or Q&rﬁn (the Korah of the Bible), is reputed by Onenw.ls to have. %

been the first cousin and brother-in-law of Moses, whose sister he married. Moses

" taught him alchemy, whereby he acquired-vast wealth; but being called upon by

Moses to devote a fortieth part of his'wealth to religious purposés; he refused, and

endeavoured to suborn false evidence against Moses, who therefore. caysed lum ® '

be 9wallm\ ed up bv the earth.

;»Au“

o ‘Antlgunty of Grgs Masdin.
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2. A colossal four-armed figure, g feet 5 inches high,
,by 4 feet 10 inches broad, of Devi-Madodars,
" the wife of Rdvan of Lanka

3. Life-size figure of crouching 110n

and innumerable other figures and architectural sculptures,
amongst which are some excellent statues of seated bulls
(nands). It is just possible that the last-named lion’s statue
crowned one of the gates of this palace as that now in the
city of Rewa struck me as standing in need of some such
ornament for a final, in which case there would, of course, be
two lions flanking some other figure, e,g., that of an elephant,

_praying-wheel, &c.

On the south-west corner of this ‘mound there stands a
small Muhammadan mosque, or shrine,
in which a Pi», called Ghdz:-Mir, is
buried, but, as the saints Ghdsi-Mir and Mir-Bidshdh are

Muhammadan shrines,

* worshipped by Hindts and Musalmans alike, Hindts are -

occasionally seen tending this good M#¥’s tomb.
A conical hill, further to the south-west, still exhibits

" traces of a level flooring on its summit, from which a fine

view tan be had of the neighbouring country. Thisis said to
have been a promenade for the former rulers of the place.
The antiquity of Glrgi MasAn is proved beyond all doubt
by the perfect wilderness of ruins that confronts one here on
every side. It is, further, more than probable that these re.

" mains mark the site of the ancient capital of this part of
_ Central India.

Stories of Kartn and his wealth umversally abound in the
nelghbourhood and, though I have given the generally accep-
ted Muhammadan version of Kartn,
I do not hesitate to confess that the

KArtn here indicated may, if not altogether a legendary fable,
~ be quite another personage, as he is called R4;4 Kdrin, and

+ * would therefore belong to the Hindl period. ~Another char- |
. actenstlcally vague tale, which seeks to suggest the immense
population of Rdjd Karan’'s capltal has taken a firm hold of

the Baghel mind. The fable relates that in former times

“a camél, heavily laden with sind#, a preparation of a vermil-
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lion hue, entered the gate of R4j4 KArn’s city, when every
woman here, being seized with a desire to mark her forehead
with the sindd tilak, the whole camel-load of red powder was
completely exhausted on each woman
~dipping her small-finger into it and
abstractmg only so much as adhered to the fingers. The
Mahajan who owned the sind# complained to. the king, who
ordered that each woman who had partaken of this colour
should pay one kawri* into the Taksi/, and that these pay-
ments formed a whole year’s revenue.

Legendary.

25.—CHANDARA.

“Two miles to the south of RAmptr, or 11 miles south of the
K4imdr Range, is situated the fittle
village of Chandara, to the south of
which village stands a temple dedicated to Mahddeo. This

; Chandara; its temple,

mandir is entered from the west, and. measures from north to

south 31 feet, and from east to west 50 feet, or 170 feet 6
inches in circumference. It is surrounded by a platform raised
to 6 feet 2 inches from the ground, but this elevation appears
to have been deducted from the height of its doors, which

are only 4 feet high; thus, the floor of this temple is consi- -

derably below its threshold, and after ascendmg the few steps,

those desirous ‘of entering descend again to the floor level

of the temple, above which the ceiling
rises for 17 feet, but its outside total
height is about 70 feet, the base of the upper portion, or
steeple, being 79 feet in circumference,

Dimensions of temple.

The shrine of Mahadeo is placed in the centre of the
temple, and stands 3 feet 3 inches above its floor, being 11 -

_feet in circumference. A shady porch, supported upon six

plam columns to the west or front, completes the design of

‘the Chandara temple. But the most
. ‘remarkable ob]ect at Chandara is
the garhi, or cave, which is now in ruins and bears every

. Chandara cave.

' 1 80 kauris o= $ ana. . - >
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- appearance of being very old. ", The plan of this building is a

square, each wall being 77 feet 7 inches, which gives a circuit
of 310 feet 4 inches. “As it is much
fallen, it is not easy to get the exact
height of this edifice, bat the highest existing portion is to be
found on the western aspect, where it is 20 feet. The en-

Dxmensxons of cave,

.trance is to the north, on either side of which there is a long

inscription. Immediately upon entering here, you descend for
about 6 feet, after which the cave is approached. Regard

ing this cave the villagers entertain most extravagant notions,
and state that this building, together with the adjacenttemple,
was built by a certain makant who habitually passed '.throug

this cave on his way to bathe in the river (Son-bhadra). Now,-
as the nearest point of this river is nearly 3 miles distant from
the garhi, they plainly assign a length of 23 or 3 miles to the
subterraneous passage which leads from this building. The

- zamindars of the village have now obstructed its passage, on

account (they affirm) of a man haying been killed in trymg
to penetrate to the limit of this cave..

To the west of Chandara lies the village of Go]ardlza to
the east it is bounded by hills, KZyragan; lies to the south,
and thé Great Kymdr chain of mountains on the north. ,

The Chandara inscriptions were first dlscovered by Mr.
] D. Beglar. : ‘

c1See Archaological Survey, Vol XIIL, p. 6, and Platesl
and II ‘

26.—EXPLORATIONS IN GANDHARA.

At the close of the year 1881 the Pan]ab Government
decided -on making some new explorations in the Ydsufzai

country, by means of ascompany of Sappers and Miners,

commanded by an officer of Engineers to conduct the ex-'
cavations, &c.; and as it was found necessary that some one
from the Department of the Archaological Survey should be
on the spot to report on the progress of this undertaking, and

 also to prepare drawings and photographs of any discoveries,

&c., that mlght be made, I was dlrected to hold myself in
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readiness to be pré#ent at the, Trans-Indus explorations, and,

in compliance with the instructions of the Director General |

of the Archzdlogical Survey (which I here append, as they
‘afford a very clear idea of the nature of the work and style
of archzological relics to be expected in Afghanistan), I
proceeded, after drawing to a close my Central India and Bi-
har work, to PeshAwar, whence, as will be seen further on, I
traversed the whale, and explored most, of the country lying
to the north and east, and comprising the Peshawar district
and 'Ylsufzai ; moreover, I found it necessary to cross the
Britishe frontlers to north .and east respectively, and may
fere add that on both occasions I received every assist-
ance and facility for pursuing my researches, alike from the
district authontles and mdependent Chiefs.

" Memorandum for Peshdwar Explorattbns.’;

““ The most promising sites for exploration in the Peshiwar dis-
trict, so far as my informacibn goes, are the following :em

« 1,—Chdrsada—alarge ruined fortress, now forming-a high mound

in the delta of the SwAt River, to the west of ChArsada, There is
no doubt that this was the ancient capital of the country in the time
of Alexander the Great; the historians of his campaign call it Peu-
keldotis, which is a close rendermg of the Pali Pukkalaoti, the spoken
,form of the Sanskrit Puskhkaldvati. 1 mention this name because it
_is just possible that some trace of it may yet remain amongst the
people of Chirsada and the neighbourhood.

“In’ explormg this site some excavation should be made to find

the remains of the city walls, and, if possible, to trace the lines of
- the walls all round, and to fix the position of the gates. As Peu-

kelaotis was the capital of a'R4j4, it is possxble that some traces of .-
a royal palace may still exist, as well as some remains of temples and. |

other large buildings. The helght and size of the mound should, of
course, be ascertained. L

“ During the course of excavatnon many small ob_]ects wnll most

probably be found such as pottery, arms, coins, , armaments, &c.,—all

of these should be preserved. The coins are more. especially value

' able, as they will generally give an approximate date for the buxldmg
in whxchtheymay be found. .. . . . . .o L ..
'« '+« . « '« . Wherever walls are found their extent

should be traced, and, when possible, plans should be made, and a note’

'CENTRAL INDIA, PESHAWAR, AND YUSUFZAL g3

taken of the styleb of building, whether of cut stone.or of continuous
rubble stone, or of rubble stone and thin slabs in alternate layers.”
All the sculptures that are worth preserving should be marked at

~once by mason’s chisel with an initial letter of the place where they

were found. Thus P might be cut on the side, or Z0p, or back of all

,sculptures found at Peukelaotis. At my suggestion the Jum&lgarhi

sculptures were all marked with the letter ¥ by Lieutenant Crompton;
and these are now almost the only Indo-Scythian sculptures of which
the findspot js absolutely known. : ;

“ 2.—To the west of Peshiwar there are two ancient sites named
TakkAl—one is called Zakkd/ Bdla and the other Takkil Payin.
In one of these Dr. Bellew made some valuable discoveries. I have
a suspicion also that some Sappers were once employed at one or
both of these places. This might, perhaps, be ascertained by re-
ferénce to Mr. Beckett, the Deputy Commissioner of Peshiwar, who
is, I believe, fully conversant with all that has been done in archzolo-
gical explorations in the PeshAwar district.

# 3, ~Jaméljgarhi hill mlght be examined, as I believe that a por-
tion was left unexplored by Lieutenant Crompton, at the setting-in
of the hot weather,

« 4.—Bakshala, to the north of ShAhbé.z-garhr, is also an ancient
site whlch should be examined.

«g.~The KAramAr hill, to the east of Sh&hb&z-garhi, possesses
many ruins. I have not seen these myself, but the hill was traversed
by Mr. ®earson, of the Education Department, who recogmsed the
traces of ancient buildings and ‘sculpture.

Th 6,~~The old fort of R&mgat, just above the village of Nogr&m and
to the east of the KAramAr hill; is a place worthy of special examina-
tion. Ihave seen this place myself, and it is the only ancientsite to the

- west of the Indus, so far as I know, that possesses any building of cut

stone. But it is just beyond the British border, and I do not think
that%he Sappers could be employed there. The Kodo Kheyl Maliks®*

- aré, however, friendly, and T have no doubt that they would be glad

to furnish workpeople of their own, who would, of course, be paid by
the officer superintending the work. Thetre would, thug, be a mutual
benefit for both parties.
¢ 7.—Panjpir, a small hill still férther to the east, might also be
xamined. Of course it is now occupied by a Muhammadan shrine.
%ut, as this would almost certainly have béen built of the ruins of
gome earlier Hindu buildings, something of value might perhaps be
discoyered there. Already the neighbourhood has yielded two
valuable Indo-Scythian inscriptions. :
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o Whenever sculptures may be found, it will be necessary to make
some arrangements for their safe custody, so as to prevent mutilation
by the people. -

“(Sd.) A. CUNNINGHAM, Major-Genl.,

“Director General, Archzological Suryey.

In accordance with the above memorandum I examined
“all the sites mentioned therein, and many oth®rs besides
more or less of interest, of which I heard locally. It must

be regretted, however, that’ the first exploring party (4th .

Company of Bengal'Sappers and Miners conducted by Lieute-
nant Martin, R.E.) retired - somewhat precipitately frqm
Hashtnagr-(Charsada), where, upon subsequent examination
of the existing structural and other remains, I concluded that
work had been barely commenced. Chiefly on this account
I was obliged to continue my work alone, and, though I em-
ployed independent labour for purposes of excavation where-
* ever necessary, I cannot help thinking that much more good
work would have been done had the powerful assistance of a
Sapper Company with their implements (the latter item in
itself worthy of consideration in these wild regions) been
available. This, no doubt, was originally intended. *

At a somewhat late season, and almost at the proverbial

“ eleventh hour,” a second party (1oth Company of Sappers
and Miners commanded by Lieutenant Maxwell, R.E.) was
organized, and marched through Shdhbdsgarhi on the agth

" of March 1882, when that officer called on me, informing me .

%f his projectsand soliciting information which, in compliance

with instructions 1 had previously received from the office of

the Commissioner and Superintendent of Peshawar tq give any

information and guidance that lay in my power, I furnished him .

with. Much hard work was done by the Sappers at an obscure

place called Kot4i, situated on one of the spurs of the Kara-

" mAr range of mountains; but, with the exception of thes
" exhumation of a few temples, no result was obtained. Indeed;

this might have been expected from a place showing no

promisé, wholly uninteresting, and obviously one of the last

w
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places of the description abounding here that would justify
suf:h apparently extensive operations as were carried on at -
this Kotk:. A short inscription was, however, found by Lieu-

“tenant Maxwell in the neighbourhood of, though at some

distance from, this place ; and asinscribed data of any sort are
the most useful and reliable, it is noteworthy that during my
somewhat rapid trip in Afghanistan, I discovered three in-
scriptions on stone,—this, however, includes one but a few
miles east of Attock, but nevertheless in HindstAn.

My experience induces me to think that a stringent search
in the countless graveyards .and ziirats in the Yasufzai
country would result in the acquisition of many valuable
inscriptions, whick: principally serve at present for monuments,
owing to the surprising ignorance of the peasantry, many of
whom cannot distinguish the Devi-nAgari characters that
generally record Sanskrit data from the Perso-Arabic of the
Moslems. One of the inscriptions above mentioned I dis-

~ covered on the grave of a rustic martyr, and secured the

gratitude 9f the peasantry by removing the objectionable
Kafir obelisk from their hallowed cemetery. This, inscribed

" obelisk was nevertheless, before I undeceived them, consi- .

dered to be quite an orthodox record of the faith of Islam.
By dint of constant enquiries (in which I was assisted in
no small degree by certain enlightened Kh4ns, Rais &c.)
I also heard of two other inscriptions, z.e.,(1) arock inscr,iptic;n,
said to be lengthy, in the village of Ayasive (Bajor) and,
about 40 miles to the north of our frontier in the Swat direc-
tion ;* (2) an inscription, also engraved upon rock, near the
village of A/ahdand and north 6f the Mirabanda pa;s (Swat).”
This was described to me as being engraved upon a rocl; .
abopt 15 feet long by 12 feet high, and representing in outline
various symbols, such as articles of jewellery, eg. women"s\'
bracelet's,‘ necklaces, &c., also divers curious animais. Each
of the diagrams are, I believe, supplemented by short ihscrip-

. tions above and below each; so that I might reckon the
~ inscriptions discovered west of the Indus as five, ipstead of

thre'e (excluding that of Rahmia), while I obtained pos-
session of four; of the two last I got nothing beyond - the
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knowledge of their exact situation, but before. leavin.g the
Peshawar district, I duly arranged for impressions with an
intelligent Mallah named Habib KAdn, who is, I belle\.'e,
known and tolerated in independent territory, and was quite

willing to start with a few others on the mission, should it-be

thought desirable hereafter to have records of these two in-
scriptions, .

Since the above was wntten, I l&arn that at least one of -

these latter inscriptions was discovered and published by
General Cunningham, so it is fortunate that I dld not take

any precipitate steps for theu‘ acquisition.

CHARSADA (HASHTNAGR).

The term Hashinagr, © eight villages,” or more correctly
“ eight towns,” as the Persian dik

frsada, Hashtnagy : de. . |
tions of names, properly. means village (the same

rivatiens of names,

. distinction is also carefully observed in Hindi, vis., pdra,

o town'ship " or " city,” and gdmv or gdnv, “ a village”), is

oftener called Hasktta;)a, tapa meaning the palm of the hand.

to which each nagr is likened : their adjoining or dependent
dihs, of which more hereafter, representing the fingers of
the “ hand,” are called simply shdkh, or branches.”

27.—CHARSADA. .
»

The most southerly of these towns, Prdng and Chdrsada,
are situated but two marches north-

: east of Peshawar, whence, lining the
. eastern bank of the Fimdi river, they stretch northwards
~ for about 15 miles. The dependent villages before men-
, tioned follow a similar directjon on the western bank of the

. Situation of fapas.

"Wef’ and those belonging to each town, nagr or tapa, stand, -

as, Ykeal‘ly as possible opposite their governing towns.
Counﬁng from the south, these towns and their sub-

'., - seﬂnetit 'branches, called collectively Hashtnagr, are dis-
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tributed over the country between Peshiwar and the northem
frontler as follows :—

T ownships. ,
i~Pring. v.—Tarungzai.

. ii.~—Chirsada. : vi.~Umrzai.

~ #ii—Rujur (Rajal).! vii.—Sherepao.
iv.~UtmAnzaj. viii.—Tangi.}?

Shdkh or Branches of Pring.
i.—Mtr Pring. vii.~—~Mendwin.
ii.—~—Agra. L. viii.~—Sabuki.

iii.—Sad8 Khel. : ix,.—Barekh.
iv.—Saokhel. x.—~Wadsra.
v.-—Blsazai. S xi.—~Wasriwazd4d.
vi—Shékh Kalt, xii.~—~Dogarh.
Those of Chdrsada.
i.—Jatlithbu. - v.—Thowaliada.
il.—rJamabalbhAr. . vi.—Wargai.
iii.—Hasliman Khari. vii.—~Nodth.
iv.—Cheta. ‘ viii.—~Nestah.

. . Those of Rajar,
j.~~Wardgi. o |  ii~~Aba Bakri.

‘ o Those of Utmdnsas.
i.—Jakaotén, v.—Khanvitmri.
ii.—Narub. | vi.—MAlmAlah.

iii.—Amirabad. vii.—Ababakri.

iv.—Mahamad Nawai.
' Those of Thdrangsas.

i ;—Aspilmi. _ iv.—Wargaifezula.
ii—~Gango, v.—Déba.
* iil.~—~Wargai-Ghulam Kadira '

Those of Umarsay.

" i.='UmrabAd, vi.‘-—Sa.gi.
i.—'Umrzai., ° vii.~~Chini4n.
iti.—MakiAmfr Khin. viii.—K4radanda.
iv.—Sanzar. ix.—Dowlat.
v.— Mirzadhir, x.—Makglyafil.

! Is probably correct form, signifying “ man.”
2 Derived from fang, * distress,” owing to the frequent raids formerly made
spon this village by the warlike tribes inhabiting the Momand country,
VOL, XIX, ' G
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Those of Sherapao.

i.—K’ala-i-Sherapao. ii.—Totki.
it.—Daki. ive—Gamti.

Those of Tangi.

-i.—Tangi Naffrzai. xi.—Harkand. .
ii.—~Barazai. xii.~—Gandara.
iit.~~BaharAm-damri. xiii.——Hissﬁ'ra. _
iv.—Jaglondis xiv.—Garhi Mian.
v.—Garhi Bahir. xv.—' Akosozai Saheb.
vi.—PAla-i-Barazai. " xvi.—~Sorsag.

vii.—Mali Nafirzai. xvii,—Abazai.

viii.—Dobanda. xviii.—Jarah,
ix,~Madaband. xix.— Umrak’alh.
x.—~Dangk’alh.

. Hashitnagar is watered by a river at present called ].indi,
| which flows® from Ydghistan, or inde-
, pendent territory, and is a continuation
of the Panjkora of Swat, which, after dividing itself into
several channels called Fag#la, Shahmanbdr, Khabdti, Shakr-
Joch, Hatétabdla, and - Finds respectively, forms a confluence,
and joining the Ndg#mdn branch of the Kabdl river, flows
into the LZunds river, which feeds the great Indus a little above
Attok. “ Findi,” however, I found to be merely a modern

Rivers of Hashinagar.

name for the river which belongs more particularly to that part

of Hashtnagar which forms the subject of this account, i.e.,
Chérsada, the ancient Peukalaotss. This large river flows by
the foot of the great ruined .mound called Bd/a Hissdr, or

“ High Citadel,” and, being a prominerft featuf'e of t.his ancient |
site, ] made minute enquiries about its earlier Z7nd# name.

Though absolutely nothing is mentioned of another name

besides Finds in the official records, it would appear, from the.

statements of the older Hindl inhabitants of this neighbour-
hood, that, so late as the commencement of the present
century, this river was universally known by the' common

Hind® name of Son-Bhadr, or, as-they wrongly call it, Sor-.

Bhadrat. We may consider this name, now almost forgotten,
as one of the very last traces of Hinddism still feebly

®
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clinging to Charsada. [I take Sonbhadrat to represent the
old name of Swbhavaotu, in which the # at the end is still pre-
served.—A.C.]
Before proceeding to describe the ruined fortress of Bd/a-
Legendary history of the 47255dr, a brief sketch of the popular
Bdla Hissdr. accounts extant regarding its chequer-
ed history in late years may not be out of place; more

~especially as I was fortunate enough to meet an old Xzkasar,

said to be 120 years of age. This man served in many. of
the feuds between the latter sirdars and Sikh forces at the
end of last and commencement of the present century, and
positively affirms that, though the Bdla Hissdr was even
/then in ruins, many temporary buildings on the mound were
inhabited. On account of his age and remarkably retentive
memory, this old man is much respected and kindly treated
by the more influential families of this neighbourhood, who
are naturally very hospitably inclined.

Nothing is known in the tradition of the people con-
cerning the Bdla-Hissdr prior to the early days of Gors rule
in India, when, it is said, a sirdar of the- A% Khel Afghans
took this fort from ’A4ddd/ called also “the Kafir,”® or
“ KAt ” king.

A succession of Marghai Chiefs then followed, and it is
believed that the royal offices then stood in this fort, part
of which was in serviceable repair; the names of many inter- -
vering kings are also remembered, and’ these terminate with
Ahmad Shdk and the Dorani epoch, after which my inform.
ants’ account becomes much more circumstantial. In the
stfhggle between the later Didrdnis and Sikhs, this fort is
said to have been utilised and, from its height and command.
ing position, to have offered a brave resistance, though
almost in ruins. The king Zembar figures conspicuously
in all these by virtue of his generosity. He is said to have
kept a standing army of only 600 horsemen, rewarding those

1 [t may seem unaccountable that one bearing a Mussalméin name should be

counted “an infidel,”” but many such cases exist, eg., Shihbds—Kalandar was
called by the Emperor Babir © Unbeliever "—wide Archzological Report, P9

Vol. V..
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who volunteered to serve him b
&c. One of the last Dargns

membered by my informant to have presented two elephants
to a Festdlab-Khan, then Khdn of the AN Khel. Healso de-
scribed the Darbars held at

, Chdrsada of Sayad and the

Stkh Yddd Singh, commonly called here Yadd Khdn. The

latter temporary buildings on the Bala Hissdr are said to

have been built of wood, which was carried to Peshawar
shortly before the British annexation, ..

The money coined within the |

names of Zamdn Shah, Muhammad Shah, Aysb Shdh, and
sometimes Wasir Ali Khan.

The coins belonging to the
short-lived S7£% rule were generally called Nand-rdmi, Sita-
vdmi, and Sikha rupees. Until a very late date the money
of Kabl was current all over this country. ,

' My informant also remembers the time when, under

" native rule, a yearly tax was imposed of 3 mdns of wheat
and 1} mdns, of corn per man, upon agriculturists and from
non-agriculturists and traders, such ag Hindas, &c., amoney
tax, equal to about g rupees, was levied.

y grants of land, elephants,

ast 200 years bore the

The principal remains in this Reighbourhood are those of
Remains, - an early fortress called Bdlz Hissdr, *

or “the great (or high) fo_rtx‘ess’;"
‘though the ruined city of Ndparsan, or Shhar-i Napar-
sdn, is a site no less promising for, discoveries, and if judi-
ciously. excavated would, in all likelihood, prove of quite
as much interest as the better known Bala-Hissdr. Of
Shhar-i-Ndparsan a description, &c., will be found further

~on, together with an account of the results attending*y
excavations there, '

Situated in a delta of the Findi viver, before goticed,
Description of Bdla fis. at tather less than 3 miles to-the -
. west of the present town of Char- k
occupies .2 most commanding . post-

. ‘Spllay.the Bdlz Hisstr
.+ tiem and formsa conspi
- Present this fortress fro

appearance of a‘ry

tion of a small portion facing the west, all

cuous object for miles around. ' At

chiefs—Tembar—is well re-.

. m almost every aspect preséﬂts the . ,
rugged earthen barrow, for, with the excep- -
the stone-work .

efr,

10 ‘ of the many topographical discoveries made
* 31 0ne > F

. . . I

*

thus leaving the ramparts,

o e o wa‘}::v:l aSl::ll:“w?gZ» they are higher than thte

i tthS ehe mol:md, mere bastions of earth. App?rend-

genefallty o the outside that these walls' have been daces:
i Only lm;mployed for this purpose being large undres

o matelfin many instances conglomerate. e
° s]:‘o“selight excavations had been made here by 4

5 :

C y of Bengal Sappers and Miners a few days before
ompan

even in

C d myself to the prepar-
my arri hdrsadg, 1 confine ; : par-
my @ f?;re?ltll plans of the Bdla Hissdr and its environ-
. ation O

8 : w endeavour to describe.
men;, Wh}I:JIrl\ér:vc;uazg forty feet from north to south and 659
WO

, . ‘block
: Bila His- feet from east to west, the main bloc
Dimensions of Sd.

~ of these ruins presents a top area o:
| "d;. t 157,350 superﬁcial féet, but to this breadth we mus
,about 157,

add the length of another moun 550 feet long, contiguous
h of th d, f ng, .

y, and ff)lrming'the southern flank of, the principal Hissdr,

to, an

b rrying out the line of battlements running from north
‘thus ca

1 w t at
h (this si lightly towards the wes
‘ this side conv.erges s . ot
.to soutthe(rn end, but this xrregulan!:y n’x‘ay l?e acz?:;\tﬁdave A Z |
‘lttf sc"::nstam: shifting of the ?z’na’z, which 1s sai
the ¢

o . . th
a rly bent'in this direction) to 790 feet, and giving a leng
merly ben!

this wing, which is 240

the eastern face of 40

of 350 ‘ec! f:zm' east to west, and ext_ends ‘nearly h:.lf v:l):
feet .acrg? S'ction cross the main building. Hence the g

in t.hls “:; the entire mound may be described as an :reg;xé-’

lat tri(::;le' with a superficial area at top of about 4€s, )

ar
cial feet. S ) Gis tom
sup?rfge situation of the original gates of this fortress is, to my
¥

. pge ‘mind, a matter of the first importance.
Situation of gates in.

. Hisst "~ If anything further is to.be done
* Hissdr.

, with the ancient Peuke-
“the i ; i drsada with the ancient euk
i identification of Ch g h -
4;n- tt:;e. than this idehtification, nothing clearer or more
aotis * .

‘e an be imagined, as further resgalr_c”h '
- 1ﬁfrt:l it. When Hwen Thsang, the obsgr
" . gon .

grim who traversed this country in A.D
@ néral Cunningham.
K © Digd
S{K‘o?)w\( m# |
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»

accurate diary antiquarian research owes so much, visited
Peukelaotis, he noted the following structures :— ’

1 Stlpa to east of city,

1 Monastery and sttipa to north of city,

2 Stlpas at a short distance to the eas# of this monas-
tery, said to have been built by /zdra and Brdh-
ma, and ) '

1 Brahmanica/l temple outside the west gate of city.

pr, it is almost certain that this pilgrim, in common
.w1th' most eastern. recorders, would fix his bearings with a
dl.}e regard to the city gafes, even in preference to a
minute adherence to the cardinal points.”" It will, therefore
be necessary, in order to follow the pilgrim’s ‘descriptibn’
first to determine the position of these gates, and, ‘thodg‘l';

there are many openings in the outworks of the Bdla Hissdr,
and notwithstanding the confusing accounts with which my .

egquxr'?es on this subject were repaid, I am confident that
there ever were but three gates each s'ufﬁciéntly‘iride “to
::a]loyv a _d<3uble file of elephants to pass, The first of these
‘is placed just 200 feet from the western corner of the north
face; there is no gate of any kind in the long southern win

and, indeed, this portion of the out-works may, from the%r’

‘appearance, be an additional member of the building, con.

structed perhaps after the oblong fortress running from east to
west. 'I:he .second gate, clearly visible™rom the eastern
parapet, is situated in the southern face, about 175 feet m
the western corner of what we will call the ‘¢ n
fortress, so that there és a gate with a southern aspect. "
though very far away from the southern extremit ofp ‘the,
present fq;t; and it will further be seen. on consul};in th

plan,’. that the southern 'wing of the, present triamg ' la:
building actually has no gate of its own, being entered gfruém

the east gnd south-west original gates belonging to the

' Ye.gy were the ﬁty built diagonally the ndrth-north-east gate would be pbpﬁ-
lasly .knmfjn as the north gate, and so on. Of this habit amot:lgst natives several
practical instances have come under my notice, A '

2 See Plate XXII. . i »

*

original ' oblong
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northern section of the fort, which, I feel almost sure, may
be assigned to an earlier period than the southern section.
Another circumstance which induces me to form the above

 The Bila Hissdr :separate opinion is that none of the more an-

periods of its construction.  cient buildings on this mound are to

be seen towards its south end, and indeed // objects of obvious
antiquity may be included. In the north end were a straight
line drawn dcross the mound, to the south of the principal
structures near the centre popularly called “the Kafir Raja’s

" Palace,” “the ZenAnas,” “ bath-houses,” ‘‘ treasury, ”’ &c., so

as to include these buildings, we would have cofitained in the
original garh—ist, the ancient buildings called by the people
barracks to the north-east corner; 2nd, the large oval well,
probably Baddhistic, and very old; 3rd, some ruined founda-
tions of temples, and further to the south-west are: 4th, a
"number of disjointed buildings which may have been servants’

" or soldiers’ quarters; the sth, the Rdja’s palace, containing

hamdms, harams, and a large hall, and towards the east, but
still within the northern boundary above proposed ; 6th, the
treasury ; 7th, barracks, and 8th stables. In further proof that
the battlements south of this limit are of later date than those
north, I will add that several portions (now much’ disjointed)
of a rampart, without doubt the original southern boundary
of this fort, still exists in precisely the direction-indicated.
The south end of this hill may originally: have supported

. oyt-houses, and even a small village, but that the extension of

the Bdla Hissdr to its extreme southern brow was subsequent
to the erection of the fort itself, will becomé apparent to any
one examining these remains with closeness. .
The third and last gate is in the east and, at present,
‘longest face of the fort, and about the same distance from the
north-east bastion as the second gate from that of the south-
west, hence about 180 feet. - T
It will be seen from the abgve that the southerhi end of
the Bala Hissdr could only have been entered from' the in-
terior of this fortress, to which no entrance or exit was possible
- from the west ; but, as this face is anly 240 feet long, the three

- gates above named were probably deemed sufficient.

.
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Before noticing the details of this important citadel, it
- may be well just to see, as far as we are able, how its gates
bear on other remains in the neighbourhood. Regarding the

‘“ st@ipa to east of city” mentioned by the Chinese pilgrim, .

Bearing of citadel gates though I could find no actual stpa
on surrounding remains. extant, there are several mounds with-

in and without theremains of the city called Shhar-i-Ndgarsdn,

situated about 3} miles east by north of Bdla Missdr, and I
would- assign a place among these ruins for the original site
of this sttipa.” The remains at Shhar-i-Ndparsdn are so vast

that all that ﬂas as yet been done by way of explorations, in

cluding the trifling excavations commenced but to be aban-

doned by the Sappers, and my own excavations earried on

‘'under many difficulties, amongst which inefficient village

labour and worthless implements may be counted, might ]ustly |

be: com¥ared to.the proverbial drop in the ocean ; and a series
of parallel trenches sunk here, especially, towards the north-
west corner, would most probably disclose much besides the
foundation of this sttpa.

Towards the north, and almost parallel with Ufmdn:a:,
I found a high-peaked mound which goes at present by the
name of ‘‘the GOmbaz,” or cupola. Many miscellaneous
ruins surround this tower, and, in all probability, represent

the monastery that accompanied “ the stipa to north of

city.” ‘It is a great pity that the Sappers and Miners, with
their many resources and appliances at hand, did not, while
they ‘were in this country, make systematic exploration, and

excavations where necessary, of the environment of the Bdia

‘ stsdr ‘

".Apparently the basement of the whole structure is of sohd .
earth, though a great deal of débtis
has fallen. from the heights, lending . -
to the outer surface the appearance of a mass of rubbish-and
- potsherds ;—this is, however, only surface, as very superficial -
’ ivations . suffice to show. The western aspect, whichis.
. bestipregerved, furnishes a fair example of the hetghtxtouwblcbl

' this: asgillaceous foundation rises, Here the summitof the wall -
is generally 715 feet above the fields; towards thls henght the:

Details of Bfla Hissdr. *

L]
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earth-work before mentioned contributes 27 feet, the balance,
or 48 feet, being faced on the outside with large stone boul-
ders, of which quantities can be seen in the neighbourhood ;

these are interspersed with bricks, both burnt and 4acha,
the latter description greatly pre-
dominating throughout the building.
The reason of thus alternating brick with stone is obviously to

‘Construction. -

fill in the intesspaces naturally left between the shapeless

conglomerate stones. I confess that in this instance I wholly
failed to see the “ regular diaper pattern ” this style of masonry
is supposed to produce; and, on the contrary, consider it ex-
tremely rude and irregular in appeagance, and its practical
inferiority is amply evidenced by the present woeful condition

" of these temains, which will not bear comparison with several

contemporary buildings. Further east and north (the remains

of Siniwar, for example) this ungamly masonry gives place

to-a style of work infinitely superior, in which no bricks at all

are employed, and the interstices are packed by carefully

prepared wedges of stone; butin these examples the principal
blocks of stone are also partlally squared.
Amongst the maze of ruined architecture crowning the

'Hissar and long since .razed to the ground (in no part are

these integral ruins over 5 feet high), I was able to make out-
the foundation of a building—apparently, the remains of a’

' large mansion, about 160 feet square, having an entrance to the
‘ faﬁr Réjd’s palace.

- and the average thickness of its walls being 2 feet 10 inches;
evidently the principal building in the citadel ; this sttucture

north, standing at present about 5 feet -
above the generalsurface of the mound,

is by the majority believed to have been “ the & afir Rajd's
‘palace ” in early times, and at a later period the abode of a
succession of powerful Sirdars, indeed a very ‘old man, of

‘whom 1 have already made mention, affirmed that this bmld-

Late wooden buildings on  ing Was inhabited within his memory.

' the Hissdr. . 1t transpired, however, that the late

- buildings- to which he alluded were temporarily constructed
.of wood on the site of the ancient palace of the Kafir
| Rdjds

. .
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Next, in order of the remains on this mound, at present
visible thhout an extensive course of excavation, is a large
well situated to the north-east of the HissAr. The diameter
assigned to it by the people is 20 feet, but there is nothing by
which to distinguish if from the surrounding débris, excepting
a slight eminence—of mere earth—
around the outside, and a scarcely
perceptible depression in the centre. Moreover, the shape.at
present of this well is decidedly ova/.

There were twelve bastions, or towers, at the angles of thxs
fortress, of which distinct traces exist.
These towers are built of the rubble

Baddhistic @) well.

Towers.

stone and brick-work gefore described, For the position of

the various other remains on this mound the plan furnished in
Plate XXI may be consulted with advantage.

Tcould not find any trace of a ditch surrounding this
edifice, and conclude that the HissAr, when intact, must have
been too lofty (hence its name Bd/a or Baldnd) to stand in

Absence of moat or ditch. . P€ed of a moat, more especially during
the primitive days of . escalade to
which it belongs.

In the flourishing town of Charsada, there is a primagy
school which, I learn, was established by Government
about ‘sixteen years ago, and a large proportion of the-sparse
population of Hindds here attend it, and amount to quite
* "half the number of Muhammadan students, or one-third the
- total attendance.  Amongst these HindQ scholars (about

in all) there were, at the time of my visif to ChArsada,,j:

@ | g 2 few Brahmans, 7 Kshetris, and the
'pull;ll:::‘ scho;::o(l)l:)lfl étl;g?s:&‘a remamder mOSt]y composed of the

v . shop-keeping classes of Bania and
Mah4jan. The Muhammadans of various denominations are’
-about 60 in all. It is surprising that, out of a total popula-

-~ tion of about 400 Hindtis at ChArsada, so large a percent-
"age as 30 should be actually attending a popular school:
‘The sfreets here are mostly covered in, to exclude the sun’s
1ay8. This struck me as an Arabic 1dea noticeable even at
Jeddha. . - . :
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Near the. chowk are two religious establishments called
Thdturdawdra and Dharamsdla re-
_ spectively.

. It is quite amusing to note the wide distinction observed

Temples in Bazﬁr, &ec.

_here between the Pathdns and Pirdbias, or * men of t‘é east”

as the Hindust4nis are called, arid after crossing the Abasin
(a great voyage and a forbidden one for the Hindt section of
them) the unfortunate Masharakdns are kept in a chronic state
of alarm by the horrid, and doubtless grossly exaggerated,

tales of enmity and bloodshed that
the mischievous Pathdns love to tell.

It is thoroughly believed by them that tfieir precious country
is under the special influence and protection of ‘‘the star of
bloodshed,” and almost every Afghan tells freely of having

Pathén 1dnosyncra(:1es. .

- slaughtered at least one enemy in his time. Indeed, enmity

and vengeance forms the constant theme of their conversation ;
‘and I heard, on good authority, that the commission of capital
crime has always been distressingly prevalent west of the
Indus. During my halt at Chirsada a man was carried away
bodily from the yardndah of his own dwelling, and in spité of
close search by the police in and about the surrounding
*ses and streams—to say nothing of wells and rivers—no
{race of the unfortunate victim was discovered. - Such abduc-
tion is, I believe, very common to this country, and on an
average one or two men become gdru or mafkdd, “lost or
missing,” every year, this being an acknowledged and favourit
method among Pathdns of ridding themselves of an enemy,
who is quietly smuggled away, murdered, and hidden from
view in one of the “crags, lochs, or glens” so abundantly fur-
nished by these wild regions: C

28 —SHAHAR-I.NAPARSAN.
\ (See Plate XXII)

As the following legend is locally held to furnish the source
Legendary hlst:ry of Wwhence these remains derive their

g Sh““""N‘P‘"’“ name above given,! I am induced to

-1 Which signifies the « hated,” “hateful city.”
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give it in its current form— It is said that the mismanage- a

ment of this city was once so flagrant, that the strong used
to oppress the weak with impunity. To such an extent did
lawlessness prevail that a certain strong man used habitually
to sto;yll funeral processions that passed by his house, and
‘demand from the mourners a'fee. After a lapse of twelve years
one of the king’s daughters died, and this man, according to+
his wont, stopped the royal cortege until the usual unlawful
fee had been paid. On hearing of this outrage the reigning
monarch NalshirAvan' sent for the man and demanded an
explanation of his late cohduct, to which the man answered
that, owing to the carelessness and blindness of the autho-
" 'rities, including the king himself, he had been enabled to
oppress the people without check in this way for twelve years,
and that not until the king suffered personally by the injustice
was it deemed necessary to interfere. When this news became
public the people deserted the city in a body and branded.it
with the name of Skakar-i-Ndparsin.” :

_'On the probability or otherwise of Naushirvan's Afghan
advent, I cannot speak for certam, but think it just possible

_ that this king may, at some period of his ong reign, have '

visited this close nelghbour of his own kingdom. Be this

it may, his name is umversally associated with these remau,
and freely used in connection with many other stories rife in’
these parts. Before he became so celebrated for justice, it
ts well known that NalshirdvAn used to -practise excessive
tyranny. Many stories are told regarding the cause of his.
‘reform, but the following belongs to this nelghbourhood and

indeed to these very remains: ‘It is related that, whilst the

king was strolling with his vizir Baktak, two doves—one
_ snow-white and the other black—were conversing together, ‘

just over their heads. The black dove proposed marriage to -

" *the white one, to which the latter answered that it would -

comply only when the former became sufficiently powerful__.‘-:."

t. glve it (the white dove) seven climes. The black dove'-v

)

4 ‘ Naushnrivﬁn was the 20th kmg of the 4th dynasty d Persia. . He was
}( erly eminesitly noted for his justice, and was contemporary with the Roman
Emperor Justinian. The prophet®Mahomed was born in his relgn

- . 4

+

CENTRAL INDIA, PESHAWAR, AND YUSUFZAL 109

" answered that this demand was so thoroughly impossible of
‘fulfilment that even the king NatshirAvin would become a
just man before it would have seven climes in its gift. On

hearing this the vizir Baktak, wlto was acquainted with the

language of birds, smiled, and being asked by his master

the cause of his mirth, related what these birds had just said ;
whereupon the king, being much ashamed of his late
misdoings, vowed to reform and to practlse strict justice in

" the future.”

The remains of Skahar-i-Ndparsdn are both extensive and
interesting, and contain much early
walling, belonging apparently to an
earher period than that of NaushirdvAn. The mound is formed
of three parts;' of which the two end ones are rdised higher
than the centre and form oblong mounds, each measuring 625
feet long from north to south, and 280 feet broad from east to
-west. These are divided by a space of uncultivable ground,
zgo feet from east to west, and 625 feet the other way, more
‘or less covered with potsherds, but lower than the end mounds
and exhibiting generally a thinner sprinkling of débris. From
_the above it will be seen that this mound extends 1,150 feet
st and west, and 625 fect north and south. With the excep-

Dimensions of remains.

. tion of a mound, §5 feet square, which is said to represent the
" foundations of a’house, and into which the Sappers dug a well,

no individual portion of these remains is distinguishable from
“another, and even at the two ends, where the early brick-
work and pottery is most plentiful, the appearance presented
is merély that of two solid mounds, and hence my remark

- that' the Sappers exploratlon ‘and more especially their

- excavations, in the vicinity of Charsada, were abandoned at a
time when they were barely commenced. 1 made some exca-

_vations in and about this mound—one place in particular

I thoroughly dug up, t.¢.,, a portion of the ground lying near
the footpath from Charsada to Shahar-i-N4parsén, where the
ground sounded very holldw. It was found however, that

N See sketch, Plate XXII,

F
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the hdllownegs was caused by a curious natural cavity in ?he
' earth, g feet below its surface. During
these excavations' I found much frag-
mentary glazed pottery, and a.very, curio.t!s polygonal copper
bead, pierced right through from each of its twelve angles. to
that .on the opposite side. I could not find out anything
- about what purpose this object could have. .been intended to
serve, and a thorough exploration of this mound would
doubtless bring to light many objects of interest, and probably
Hwen Thsang’s stpa to the east of Peukelaotis.

Excavations, &c.

29.—JUMALGARHI.

So much has already been written about ‘these famous

ruins on the Jumalgarhi Hill, and on that of Takt-i-Bahi, that

a very brief account of my work at the former site will

suffice. 1 examined the remains at Takt-i-Bahi, but made
no stay there. _ . ' o
I would not have visited Jumalgarhi Rad it not been
learhi: excavations, directly on my road northwards from
&guma ga: SV Mardan to the Sinawa Mountains,
but during my halt at Jumalgarhi, I was tempted to com.

mence some tentative excavations in a portion of the ruins .

i i her exploration; I
which appeared to stand in nc_:ed' of furt plore ;
allude to the great circular foundation—probably .the base of
a stlipa situated near the middle of these remains. In the
centre of this circle I sunk a- well 5 feet in diameter, apd,
after a couple of days, reached the bare rock upon whlgh
this ancient city was built. ‘ . .
o The following is the result of this

Discoveries. excavation :—

’ 1. A highly wrought female head (blue-stone), with hair

lauriated and arranged in Grecian style.

2. A female bust partially draped and wearing a coronet - '

(free-stone). :

A portion of a miniaturé tope umbrella or canopy

(blue-stone).

* 4 Numerous fragmentary sculptures, amongst which
~ were some broken life-size male heads in frieze-stone. .

CENTRAL INDIA, PESHAWAR, AND YUSUFZAL 111

A high moynd a little to the norh of the village of Jumal-
garhi seems to have attracted as yet
no notice, and I therefore mention it
as a likely spot for future exploration. This mound, nearly
100 feet long, though not so broad, is pronounced to be a
Hissar of Kafirs, and a so/id wall is visible at the side,
where a small 74, “stream,” cuts the mound. It was princi-
pally on account of the assistance rendered to me while at
Jumalgarhi by the enlightened R4is Mahamad Afzal Khan
and others that I heard of the inscription at 4yasé (Bajor)
and those of Mirabanda and Aladand in the Swdt direction.

Remains,

30.—ISMASGHAR.

I have no hesitation in saying that the great rock exca-
vations situated between the moun-
tains of Shamozai and Babozai, on a
ridge of the SinAwar Range which divides British territory
from the Bnar country, are the most remarkable and note-
worthy of the many interesting objects to be seen west of
the Indus. : N

- The height of these remains can best be estimated by a
statement of the time occupied in reaching them from the
foot'of the mountains. Starting at 7-30 A.M., and losing no
time in climbing up the difficult path, we did not gain the
lowermost remains till noon, and commenced mounting the
perpendicular rock that lies immediately under the great
cave, which we made at 1 P.M. Though the whole of this

ismasghér : height,

. ascent is very difficult and steep, obliging one to rest-at every

50. paces or so, the perpendicular rock at foot of the ghdr is
absolutely perilous. As I-have before 'stated, this rock is
perpendicular, as a wall ; and in journeying to the great cave
the foot is cautiously placed in natural fissures, which occur
at irregular intervals, and there are also, fortunately, a few =
strong weeds. springing from the crevices of this rock, and

’ these afford a hold for the hands. A few of my servants,

more venturesome than their fellows, who accompanied us,
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- Many have ascended as far as these early dwellings,
which are evidently of Baddhistic origin, bearing a strong
resemblance in their construction to the buildings of Jumal.
garhi, Takt-i-Bahi, &c.; and: this in itself is 2 most difficult
ascent, but few indeed reach the great cave of [smasghdy,
which is immediately Preceded by the huge vertical rock

.before mentioned, _ _
* Similar to the minor cave already described, but on a
much larger scale, are the great rock
excavations of /smasghdr, or Kash.-
mirismas, by which latter name this cave is perhaps best
known to the People of these regions. The main body of the
&hdr itself is said to be capable of holding five thousand
souls, and 1 doubt not that such a number would find an
asylum within its premises. o -

Facing the west of the mountain process called the SinAwa
Range, the entrance of this caye

. leads up to an extensive flight of stone
steps, which, at a distance from the entrance of about three-
fourths, the total length of the cave, takes a curve te the
right. Following the direction of these steps with many lighted
torches, as it is very dark in this part of the cave, we arrived
at the south by the west limit, which is altogether about
700 paces from the mouth of cave, and here we were partially
lighted by an oblong opening, cut presumably to serve as
a window, through a thin part of the rock found vn' this
aspect: in any case, the light of day penetrates cheerfully
.through this .opening and forms striking contrast to the

e almost pitch darkness before tra-

Templems'_de(’reatcave' versed. Inthé immediate neighbour-
hood of this natural stream of light, I observed what appeared
to be some very early masonry, amongst which a small votive
temple, with several niches destined for small effigies, pro.
bably of Bizddha, is remarkable. The roof of this buildirg,
originally built of overlapping bricksand of cupola, or tdram,
 form, has almost wholly fallen in. But the principal, and

certainly the most curious, remains in this portion of the.

vou, XIX, H

The Great Cave.

L3
Interior of Great Cave.

.
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Ismasghdr excavations are the minor caves or cells met
with in all directions. This labyrinth
would in itself be deserving of several
days’ examination, were such a thing possible, but a sojourn
here for a time is unhapplly 1mpract1cable as, besides being
in the midst of Binars, who are Susp1c10us—-—n0t to say dis-

Interior cells,

agreeable-—compamons at best, the visitor to these regions,

is very far away from his tents and supplies, and in a place
where it is quite 1mp0551bfe to convey them. This, will be

Inaccessibility of Great thoroughly understood when it is
Cave. known that one is compelled to aban-

don even one’s own boots and wear in their stead the moun~

taineer's slippers (Chapli), and that a walking stick has also
td be dispensed with, before attempting to reach the Kashmzr-

Cave.

. ‘narrow excavation situated in a dark

Kashmir Cave. i hollow of the rock, near that section
where the great flight of steps before alluded to terminates.
At the mouth of this cave I noticed a light-coloured stone,

which, by attrition, caused by the entrance and egress of its

former occupants, has acquired a very high polish. It will
be observed that this friction must have been considerable to
have produced a glass-like polish on the rough, irregular rock
of which this caveis formed. Iinferthat either the occupants
were very numerous, or, which is more probable, that this
cave did actually lead to some haunt which, from various
reasons—perhaps the closing of some air passages by falling

rocks,—has long since been inaccessible. The aperture of

this famous cave is barély 26 inches, which, however, is suffi-
cient for the passage of a man of ordinary proportions. But,
though very narrow at its mouth, this cave, when once entered,
is found comparatively roomy. At exactly 21 feet from its
entrance, candles ox torches are alike extinguished : this is a
very simple oxygenous phenomenon, but one which contributes
largely to the popular fame of this cave, and quite mystlﬁes
the peasantry, who have several fabulous tales of its probable

The most noteworthy of these: minor caves is the deep,’

CENTRAL INDIA, PESHAWAR, AND YUSUFZAL 115

termination, which also account in various ways for its inac-
cessibility, the majority believing that it offers a passage,
through several wealthy and undiscovered regions, to Kash-
mir /! and hence its popular name of Kashmirismas, which
properly belongs to this small cave, and has in course of time
bgen extended in its meanmg until it is now applied generally
to the whole excavation. The voyage of discovery through
these suppgsed countries to Kashmir is, however, tradition.’
ally reserved for a much braver man than at present seems
to exist. .

- It was near the mouth of this cave that I discovered a

Discovery of Gopta in- Gé#pfa inscription in fair preservation,
scription. of which-I secured an impression on

, the spot. This inscription is old, and records a gift possibly

made to the small integral temples before mentioned or some
other religious establishment contained in the great cave. I
am indebted for the following Abstract reading of this in-
scription to General Cunningham, who opines that the record
is chiefly valuable as showing what may be expei:ted to be
found hereafter in Swdt and Biinir, and that the mscrlptlon
may be 1,400 years-old :— '

/

- ““ The religious (or pious) grfz‘ of Krishna Gupta.”’

- Of the objects in this wonderful cave that yet remain un-
Dimensions of stone tank d€scribed, the stone tank, situated in
inside Great Cave. the main hall or hody of the cave, is
nfost noteworthy. This excavation, as an exainple of geome-
trical precision, is quite unequalled anywhere.in this part of
the country, rich though it be in rock carvings. The tank'is
oblong in form, with perpendicular walls, measuring from east
to west 20 feet 6 inches, and from north to south 14 feet
8 inches, and 12 feet 2 inches deep. It is at present quite
dry, and resembles a huge bath, with steps leading to its floor.
These steps are twenty in number, which, adhering to the depth
above stated allows.73 inches for each step. A much muti-
. lated mscnptmn on the road up to

Exterior inscription'(?).
pion®)l " the “cave is also worth a passing

. notice. If the marks of which it is formed are characters.
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. .at all, of which there may be reasonable doubt, they may be

Persian, and I thought I could read amsn in one place; but

most probably. this carving is merely floral ornament or
scrolls, of which some more specimens are seen below the

cave’s entrance. :
It occurred to me on examining these ruins that the

>

fortress, cultivable land, wells, tanks, and early Bdddhistic |
dwellings which occus among the B#ni7» Mountajns, a stage

below the Great Cave, may, including the last-named cave,

‘have belonged in common to a people (probably a colony of
' _ Baddkist monks, who may have been
Comparative age of remains. o ceeded by Brahmans in course of

time) inhabiting these regions,—I say ‘fit.l common ’t because
the construction of the lower works is identical w1.th. every
building inside the higher cave, and hence may with com-
 parative safety be considered as coeval with them. My im-

pression is that this g/dr, or great cave, may have been the

magazine or store-house of the fort and dwellings below,
besides furnishing a vast hall for 'synods, meetings, &c.; and
~ . I would regard the numerous small
Use of minar caves. caves here, not as cells or dwellings,
as one cannot well imagine man under ordinary circumstances
inhabiting them, but as places in which to perform penance,
the want of fresh air and compression of the body into a
given position furnishing the necessary mortiﬁca’tior}.
Though I took full advantage of every opportunity for the

" greater part of a day to examine . the Jsmasghdr and its en-

vironment, I doubt not that much that is both interesting and
imstructive may have escaped my notice, and which, when
discovered, will dopbtless cast more light on a subject con-
cerning which so little information of a reliable nature exists.

 31.—SAWALDHIR or THARELL

"t While encamped at Bdbdsar, 1 heard of the ruins of Tha-
e Moy ot veli, which adjoin Sdwaldhir, being
-Remains at Shwaldhlr.  tuated about 3 miles east of Fumdi-

garhs, aﬁd, on visiting that site, found that thie Sappers and
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Miners had made some excavations there a few years ago. \
These excavations I continued, and found several fragment-
ary sculptures, &c., in what appeared to me to be the remains
of a fort, or even perhaps a small city. During the first day’s
work we stryck upon a massive stone weighing about
20 mans, which, on being unearthed, proved to be carved on
three sides with ornamental scrolls, having a circular hollow
wrought in one cornér. - This hollow the people immediately
persisted in calling ators, or basin, averring that its use was
to pulverise ddr4 (a vegetable from which intoxicating liquor

- is made). This explanation is, however, very doubtful, and

this object appeared to me more like the lower receptacle for the

pivot of a gate, such as is often found among such ruins: if so,

the flpor level of the building to which it belonged must have

- been considerably below that of these remains, which is very

probable, as this carved block was found perfectly level and
" Excavations, & appar.ently n sn‘u Of the cafvings
C : on this stone, little need be said fur-

ther than that they comprised no inscriptions, at least that

were legible, and were for the most part extremely irregular
and badly executed zig-zag designs. . C
But for the discovery, in a strange position, of an in-

~scribed obelisk not far from the Thareli Ruins, I would have

been disappointed with my journey in that direction, though,
had any time been sufficient for more ‘coniplete excavations,
adequate results might reasonably shave been expected.
While riding round this neighbourhood I chanced to meet
S a few peasants, who told me of an

D. o in. . «. - ’
iscovery of Sanskrit lfl inscription 1n a graveyard at Sawal-

scription,

‘ dhir, and on arrival at -the spot indi-.
~.cated I was agreeably. surprised to find an inscription in
- two long lines, covering a stone about 5 feet long and 2 feet

square, which stood on a gidrat, or “tomb,” bedizened
with bright-coloured flags, and marking the- position of the
inmate’s head. This stone, I was solemnly told, was sacred
to the memory of thesShkyd, *“ martyr,” buried there, for,
according to the Muhammadan religion, those who perish by

“assassination (which is unhappily the cause of a large per.
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centage of the deaths in Ydsufzai) are absolved from all
sins they may have committed during their lifetime.! These

unfortunate victims are accordingly canonised, and devoutly .

venerated by the people, more eSpec1ally of the lower orders,
who believe that devotion to these shrines (zidrats) -will
result in the intercession, on their behalf, by the luckless
murdered ones at the day of judgment (rozya,ém or kidmat).

From the precedmg it will be understood that, havmg :

in their excessive ignorance adopted this Sangkrit inscrip-
tion for the martyr's head-stone, the villagers entertained
strong objections to its being displaced ; alleging with con-
fident belief that it set forth all the Skkyd’s perfections, and

the tahsilddr, who happened to be with me at the time, .

though a man conversant with Pashtd, Persian, and Arabic,
having altogether failed to read any portion of it, it only
remained for me to undeceive them with reference to the
characters employed in this record. On hearing that the
stone bore a shdskhtare, or, as the peasantry in their virtuous
indignation called it, Kafir ‘' unbeliever's” record, they

instantly relieved the zidrat of this to them hateful object,

~gladly giving me permission to remove it, and expressmg
themselves thankful to get rid of it.
Though this stone weighs about 9
- mans, [ managed to carry it, part of the way by camels and

' Proceedings.

partly by bullock carts, to the banks of the Aba Sin at Hind

or Ohind, whence 1 sailed it to Attok and railed it to Lahore.

In addition to its,value as a Yasufzai inscription, this
stone is interesting as. showing how little has yet been ac-
complished by “‘mass education”—a blessmg/ which, as
- ome interested in the subject, travelling in unfrequented and
obscure tracts of country, I have no hesitation in saying has

‘/ not reached the people. The above-citéd instance shows

that the Musalmin peasantry across the Indus cannot dis-

tinghish between Arabic and Devanigari letters; nor is this’

'On thxs sub]ect, the Mahomedan law says—-
. MJK” hﬂ)é)-l” (‘)‘hd”uﬂ

1‘.¢ o whoever is killed as an oppressed {one without any fault]is hke (a) martyr, ®

-
3
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~all. I have met with severa! cases in Hinddstin, where

Thakurs in jformal chavge of temples cannot read the most
simple Hindi sentences, to say nothing of the more ‘complex

. language employed in the books with which it is their profes-

sion to be thoroughly wersed; moreover, these much neg-
lected men do not even know the names of the works that,
by virtue of their caste and calling, they are supposed to
have mastered, nor the names or attributes of the symbols
and idols they tend and daily anoint.

It would be difficult to say what purpose my Sawaldhir
inscription could have served orlgm.

Use of mscnbed stone,
: ally. It has none of those cavities

- often found in such structural fragments by which they were
" held iz situ, nor is it squared or smoothly wrought, being

rough and-irregular even on its inscribed face. Nevertheless
the horizontal position of the inscribed lines induces me to .
regard it as the lintel in the entrance to some building—
probably a temple,—~in which case it must have merely
rested on its supporting uprights, being maintained in that
position by its weight alone, as no fastenings or places for
any are apparent. Nothing, however, can be more probable
than such a record having originally formed the lintel of a
te{nple but I failed, notwithstanding careful search in the
neighbourhood, to connect this inscribed stone with any
other existent remains, and can only infer that these zealous,
though lamentably ignorant, people thay have brought the
stone, mistaking it for a Moslem talisman, from elsewhere,
perhaps generations ago, as the cemetery of SaAwaldhir is no

: modern institution.

32. —SHAHBAZ-GARHI

In the barren waste of rock and plain surrounding the
Shihbéz-garhi : Generag Village of Shdhbds-garhi, 1 experi-

features of ®surrounding enced some remarkably severe tem-

countey: pests of hail late in March. So fear.

ful, indeed, was the hail-storm on a few occasions that it
was matter of surprise to me that the tents, etc., were not

carried away by the accompanying wind. 1 was informed
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that these dreadful tempests are common to all parts of
Yasufzai at this time of the year, and have no doubt the
gales dt least are enhanced in severity by the extremely
barren nature of the country, wholly unclothed by foliage of
any kind for miles around in certaig places. Yet this country
must have undergone considerable change within the past
few centuries, as we learn, from his own and contemporary
_ -accounts, that the emperor Babir hunted the wild elephant
in these regions, and indeed, from personal enquiry, I believe
that, within the memory of several men now living, a mass of
vegetation, now quite extinct, flourished here.* At present,
however, Ytisufzai generally, and this part of Y@sufzai in

particula'r, is distressingly barren and altogether most weari-

some in appearance. ,

~ Though I visited Shahbds-garhi principally to secure-

photog_raphlc records of the two great rock inscriptions for
which it has long been famous, the extremely inclement

weather before mentioned delayed me here much longer

than was necessary for this work alone. But if my stay here
was " more protracted than I could have wished, it enabled
me to examine thoroughly the existing remains' of the

i dodebarts i neighbourhood. These consist, first,
oy g it dimen- of o mound called Aindd dhérs, about
| ' one-fourth of a mile . south-east of
‘the village of Shdkbds-garhi. This mound measures 174 feet.
from east to west, 114 feet from north to south, and 31 feet
.lugh I dug two trenches right across the mound, and
from these excavations concluded that it must be Jfull of
human skeletons, as we found several tumuli containing . co-
vered vessels, shells, bones, &c. Indeed the Hindtis at
Garhi Umr Zai to a very late date were in the habit of
: burymg the children of their community that were too young
gto cgemate all around the foot of this barrow.! In my excava-
txons, whlch were confined to the top of this mpund I also

b Hence its present naine. Hmdﬁ-dché'n, or the plural form of Hixdidn- .

: dclu;, has been identified by Dr. Bellew (Viisufzai Report, page 116) wlth the site

“of Shikbds Kalandar’s tomb, to which thé village is su
pposed to owe its name. As
Shihbio-Kalgndar lived date in the 15th century, thns des:gnatnon must’ be com-

paranvely modern
[

[ L
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found some stone walling. This was more clearly visible
along the outer edge, about half-way up the mound.
Second, to the north of Aynda-Dhéri, 1 found a rock.

» hewn cave, 4 feet 7 mches deep, 3 feet g inches high, and
.3 feet 6 inches wide. Until a very late date a fagir used to

inhabit this cave, which forms a niche
on the westernface of oneof the huge
shapeless rOCks abounding in this part of the country. I was
unable to determine whether this cave was artificially wrought
or merely a natural fissure in the rock, as there are no chisel
marks, as seen in the rock excavations of Rdnigat. ‘

Third, the two great rock mscrnptrons, long since iden-
tified by Norris to be transcripts in the Aryan characters of
Asoka’s well-known edicts. The rock
bearing these early writings occupies
a position betwixt the two above-named ob]ects (¢.e., Hindd-
Dheéri and the faqir's cave), and is inscribed on its north and

uth-west faces, which measure 23 feet 4 inches by 9 feet 8
inches and 13 feet 11 inches by 4 feet 5 inches respectlvely ;
the whole rock being 77 feet 10 inches in circuit. @

I found considerable dlfﬁculty in getting legible phop
graphs. of these two inscriptions, for, besides the excessive
roughness and irregularity of the surfaces upon which they
are engra.ved (frequent hollows occurring in the rock by which.

Boulder cave.

Asoka inscrlpuons.

. the writing is deprived of light), the large inscription is unfor.

tunately at a great disadvantage, as it faces the north, which
‘aspect was visited by the sun’srays for barely § few minutes
daily. On my arrival at ShahbAzgarhi, the letters of these
inscriptions were almost invisible on account of the vigorous
growth of fungous vegetation which covered alike the charac-
ters and their interspaces ; and, even 4fter removing this, many
futile attempts to secure clear photographs pointed out the
‘necessitylof some plan being adopted by which a. distinction

may be secured between the ground or space dividing the
letters, and the shallow and much-worn’ mtagho letters them-
" 1Even in General Court's time these inscriptions were described by him {the
ongmah'dlscoverer) as “almost effaced by time ”—uvide Bengal Asiatic Society’s
Journdl, Vol. V, p. 481.
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selves, and, unwilling to leave ShahbAz-garhi without photo-
graphs of this remarkable stone, I commenced a long and
: tedious process, but the only one by
which any result was likely to be
obtained, .., having coloured both faces of the inscribed
rock with gér#, a natural colour of reddish hue and not unlike
venetian red, and, like it too, manufactured from mere earth.
I then had the ground between the characters lightened in

Pfog:eedin gs.

colour by several pads, or dabbers, surcharged with a greyish

colour, compounded from whitening and the grey chalk
used by mahajans for writing: by this means the letters,
subjected to no unguided hand-work, but merely touched on
their natural projections, and therefore wholly unaltered, were
made more legible, and, by catching the sun at the correct
angle (this caused some tiresome delay, as for several days
the clouds obscured the sun at the only time it lighted the
north inscription to advantage), I secured plates on which, in
a fairly strong light and by the aid of a moderately power?l
magnifier, every letter at all legible on the rock can be clear y

read

o Fourth, Babal-dhére, situated about 2,000 feet eastward
of Shihbdz-garhi. ‘
Fifth, some remains called Dehiri-X hera-gandi on the

' Remains. - east side of Mount ZArrai, and some

, . low mounds exhibiting fragmentary
pottery, and extending for about a mile to the north and
north-east of the village.

Sixth, at the western end of the ridge of mountains situ-

ated towards the north of Shdhbdz-garhi, and terminating *

at their eastern extremity in'the Gel-pass, I observed an abrupt
gap, resembling a large embrasure for cannon, of which the

sides, or walls, are almost perpendicular, On examining this

spot I found much broken pottery and fragments of earthen-
ware, and my servants also brought in numerous’ spinning
weights of baked clay from the irregular plateau occurring
‘behind, or to the north of, this embrasure, which first called
my attention to this ridge. The people know nothing of this
place, which may, however, from its position and other advan.

* Antiquity of Shiahbaz-garhi.
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tages, whether altogether natural or partly artificial, have

" been a small fortress. That it was inhabited formerly is

amply evidenced by the débris, &’.c., 'with which it is ciovered_
Regarding the antiquity of this.site, General Cur.mmgh.am, :
who identifies it with the city of the famous Bﬁddhlst. Prince
Sudana, has “written,! “ During my
s.tay at Shahb4z-garhi, I made a sur-
vey of the neighbourhood, and was surprised to find the
present village was the $ite of a very old and extensive city
which, according to the people, was once the c.apltal of Fhe
country. They pointed to several mounds of ruins as having
been inside the city. The truth of these statements was con.
firmed by an examination of the ground vsfxthm the lu.mts
specified, which I found everywhere strewn with broken bricks
and pottery. The old name of the place was not knou{n 3
but some said it was St#/dmi, and others Sitrdm and Sita-
74mi, all of which I believe to be simple corruptions of ;t’he
name of the famous B#ddhist Prince Sudc?na or Sua’at.ta.
My own enquiries elicited the following .mformatlon on
this and other similar subjects of a topogr.aphxcal nature®:—
+That formerly in the Siterdmi or Hindd period, three

" powerful brothers ruled west of the Indus. The capital of

" The brothers Bigram, each of these Kd¢ or Kafir Kings,
Shgram and Négrm for-  pnamed Bdgrdm, Sdgrdm and Ndgrdm

rulers of . Peshdwar, <
Takt-Bahi and Nagram. (merely a corruption of Ndg-Rdm),

 was Peshdwar, Takht-i-Bahi, and Niogrdm, probably called

Ndgram, respectively. These brothers are believed in by
Musalmans and Hindgs alike froth the Khybar to the Khdso-
khel territory (where the name of the last city still exists ina
slightly corrupted form) west and east, and from Bdnir to
Kohat north and south. The three "capitals before' named
-{ormerly bore the Hindd chiefs’ names in the ordmary. form ;
thus, Peshdwar was called Bégrdmpira, &c. The site now
«occupied by this city was, however, known early in the
Mubammadan -period as Shhar-t-Sabaz, or the * green” or

« yerdant city,” a name not altogether obsolete, even now,.

1 Archzological Survey Reports, Vol; V, p. g.
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among the more enlightened classes, that of ' Peshdwar"
being of later date. [Peshawar was Akbar’s alteration of the
old name of ParshAwar, or PurushAwar, which is many
centuries older than the first Muhammadan occupation A. C.]
It thus becomes apparent that the term Sitardms is now
employed here merely to indicate the Hindd Period, and
indeed means anything of Hindd origin or relating to the
‘worshippers of Rdm and, Sitd as typical of the Hindo gods
generally. Hence, all Hindd. coins®(of which nuthbers are
, found in the vicinity of Skdhbdzgarks,
at which place and the adjacent
Hind village of Garks’'Umarsai 1 collected some specimens)
are calléd Sitardmi: Dharamsilas, mounds of real or sup-
posed Hindd origin are called Sitardmi-bathhdna and
Dhir-i-Sitardmi, &c. 1 conclude, therefore, that little reliance
- should be placed.in the partial agreement between the words
Stttdmi, Sitrdm, Sitardmi (of which the two former are
merely corruptions), and Suddna or Sudatta, especially when

On the term Sitaydms.

a much. more striking phonetic correspondence exists be- -

tween the latter name and Sudum, but a few miles distant
from Shahbazgadhi, and quite close also to the two-champer.
ed cave discovered and identified by General Cunningham

with the cave of prince Stdatta—see page 13, &c., Archzolo-

gical Survey Reports,

33-— GARHI 'OMARZAI.
' ~ B .

A small tola, inhabited almost entirely by Hindas of the

Bania and Mahdjan classes, and situated between Kot~
Ismaelzai and Dowlatzas. _ '
Garhi ‘ Umarsai contains an old Dharamsala, now much
 Dharamsild at ‘Garhi *U- TUined, and the most" remarkable
marzai, building of the kind in the neighbour,
- hood. The frequent discovery of
coins here, a circumstance rightly héld as proof of antiquity, .
besides the existence of divers brick-strewn mounds-—induces-
me to assign an early occupation to Garks® Umarsas, where
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I collected a..few coins from Hindds; After but one day’s halt
here, 1 marched to Skiva for Rdnigat (Nogram), &c.

-The Hinds west of the Indus struck me as being a
very diffierent class of men to those of Hindfistan. Here
(in Afghanistan) they -are generally thg fnoney-lenders, or
bankers, and occupy a very similar position to the ]em{s,. in
European countries, and, albeit the usurious propensities
of the Hindds of Hinddstan are also remarkable, those of
Afghanistan confine themselves .almost.wholly to such as
traffic, and are, I am told, quite unmerciful to the Pathans
when a chance occurs. This, however, is but a natural return
for the very scant civility habitually. shown by the latter
towards the Bdtparast, or © idol-worshippers.”

Several fables about Man Singh’s invasion of Kabdl are
rife here, and indeed are well known to all Hind(is west of
the Indus. The following, now converted into a song, seeks
to accoulit for the name of Attak (Indus or Aba Sin). Itis
said that when Rdjd Mdan Singh' artived with his army at

" the banks of Sindu-nadi, no boats could be found to convey

them across, and, losing heart, several of the party contem-
plated retreat, when their brave leader plunged his horse

- into ‘the great river and ingpired his followers to attempt,

successfully, a similar passage of the Indus, by repeating in
a loud voice the following stanza :—

Sab-ki bhidm Gopd!l ka—

Fis ne ATTAK Rahd hat;

Fa ka man men ATTAK hain,—

So-hi ATTAK raha hai.

“The universe is His who cherishes the cow,?

" And who the A#fak named;

Those wha do obséruction know,—

' They alone will daunted stand.”

The italics in the translation give the three meanings
conveyed by a play on the word A4¢fak.
The ja in the third: line is merely a
1 P;-obably _'?agat Sinh, the general despatched against Kabul in the 17th

The Attak : origin of name.

~ ¢entury. The name of Rajé Man Singh is so celebrated among Hindfis that he

is commonly cited in connexion with nearly every achievement by Hind arms.
* 2 a Cow-therisher,” an epithet of l{he Supreme Being according to the Hindfs:
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Hind& provincialism, and obviously a corrugtion of Jon,
“whom,” or the ‘possessive ““whose;” the plural case beiﬁg
understooq by the nasal terminating the same line.
The.orlgin of the modern name for this great river, as

above given, though not far wrong chronologically, must be
a mere bardic invention, as, according.to Akbar-ndmak, the
name of. Attak was chosen by Akbar, who built the't;wn
-beca.use it rhymes with Kafak, another fro;ltier town of his,
empire. Abul Fazl also mentions the name A#fzé long before
the building of the fort there—see d#bar-ndmah, Vols. 11 and
I11, pp. 302 and 335 respectively. ‘

34.—KGTKI or URIA.

Here the 1oth Company‘ of Sappers and Miners, com-

Kotk explorations. manded by Lieutenant Maxwell, R.E.,

o . made sqme excavations, of Which an
account and some sketches have been sent into Government

by .that officer,} so that little remains to. be said on the
subject. ' ‘

The small .ruined buildings generally called Kotk are
spreafi over that portion of the KaramaAr Hill overlookin
the v1llag§ of Uria for nearly a mile around. The principagl
structure is that of a temple. This is the only object that
stood in need of examination—that is to say, if anythin
herg were of sufficient importance or interest to rec :
tention, which is very doubtful indeed. :

This building—which we will call a temple,” though

' {mthing can be advanced to prove that
1t was not a mere dwelling—has a

quire at-

Remains,

centre hall, about 4o feet square, entered from the south by -

a ﬂ%gh‘t of steps. It has very thick walls of stone, built in the
ordinary style of Trans-Indus masonry, z.e., shapeless masses
of rock, wedged together with smaller stones, and stands.on
‘a foundation much larger than itself. The minor buildiﬁgs
are smallcells a few feet square, obyioﬁsly the remains of men-

_* See Report of Lientenant Maxwell, R.E “ i i i
Peshdwar District, 1882. ‘ ’ » o B Qddhlst Exploraggons " in the

-

. : v
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| dicants’ dwellings. These cells promised absolutely nothing

beforehand, and, when some of them were cleaned out by
Sappers, yielded no more than they had promised.
On the occasion of my visit to Urza, 1 saw a blue stone
Gilded ﬁgure. discovered  Statue measuring 16} inches high,
at Kotki, which had been unearthed by the Sap-
pers’ diggings on the grst of March. It appears to me from
the up-raised right hand (unfortunately broken off) to represent
Baddha in the act of teaching the law, and is altogether a most
uncommon figure in alto-relief, being in the round in several

" places, and highly wrought. Its smooth surface (originally

covered with gold as evidenced by pieces of that metal still
adhering to the recesses and sheltered portions) still exhibits |
signs of polish. The ornamentation, in whole relief, of the

' thron'supon which the figure iseated is,'in particular, very

accurately carved. But the most noteworthy feature of this

‘sculpture is the primitive rep#ir it has undergone, perhaps cen-

turies ago, sc7l., the head (the face of which, including the
nose, is quite unbroken) has been severed from the body,

- possibly by temporary ihvaders—I say temporary, because

this member has again been fastened by means of a small
iron bolt, now almost demolished by rust, which loosely at-
taches it. Besides, being of excellent workmanship, this
statue is evidently antique, for it was a practice with the ear-
liest sculptors to embellish their works with leaves of gold.
With the exception of the figure above described, I saw

nothing armong the Kot#: sculptures beyond the conventional
and common-place examples, of which already.too many du-

plicates exist. To the best of my knowledge none of the

statues exhumed by the Sappers, either here or elsewhere,
were inscribed. [ heard from some men at S#va of a short
insctiption at 747 ; but, as the Sapper Company intended to
go in that direction, and I was pressed for time, having
-received instructions from the Director General of the Ar-
chzological Survey regarding the tope at 7akkd! Bdla, 1
marched southward on A#fak, whence I re-visited Peshdwar
and Takkdl Béla hard by, after having made a complete cir-
cuit of British Afghanistan. ' :
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35.—RANIGAT.

g Qf less magnitude than the great fortifications and rock
bull_dmgs. qf Ismasgarh are those situated on the summit of
the precipitous mountain, quite 1,000 feet high, overlookin
the village of Nogram, or, as I have before showx;’ more :
rectly Nagram, g S ) Tmore <o
subjll/fcticl;fh:;elieen written of late. years on the interesting
subject of opograplncal.lde'ntlﬁcatnon of certain ancient
ites mentioned by the classics, more particularly the histo
rians, of Alexander the Great's'invasion of India ; and, thou l;
much of the werk done in this direction by modern \:eseargh

. s §t111 open to discussion, I venture to say that few m y
satisfactory examples exist than the identification of the Efl?
fortress of Ranigat with that, of the ancient Aornos, in-w‘hi(:h

the disaffected population sou '

) | sought refuge from the Greek¥oo
and which, we are told by Arriag and. Curtius, was ultima.tgls,
subdued by the Greek king. - | v 7

- 1 do not propose in this short account of Ranigat to deal

with the question of identification: qn which point the opinions

of such authorities as Generals Cunningham, Abbott, and
Court, and the enlightened missionary Mr. Loe\’venthal ,dif;‘

widely. The following is a list of places that, at di;’feree:
times and by the different authorities noted a,gainst ea r}: '
have been pronounced the present representatives of :he:

General Cunningham— The ruined fo
| riress of Rdnigat.
- General .Court and Mr. Loewenthal —The Castle {Jaf RAjA
Hodi, opposite Attak. * )
General Abbott—-The Mahdban hill, east of Rénigat.

. It will be observed that the subject has already been much
discussed, and a comprehensive synopsis of it will be faucd
n pages 95—111, Vol. II of the Archzological Report }{1;
the meantime, before proceeding with the 4ccount gf mS. vvis":
to Nagrdm, I will ‘quote two admirable .descripti.ons o}f’ ih:a

‘“ Rénigat is situated on a loff

which is just 12 miles to the south y hill above the village of NAgrAm,

-east of Bazar, and 16 miles to the _
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north of Ohind? Its position, therefore, is strongly in favour of its
identification with Aornos. The hill itself is the last point of one of
the long spurs of the Mahiban range. Its base is r@éher more than
2 miles in length from north to south by about half a mile in width,
but the top of the hill is not more than 1,200 feet.in length by 820
feet in breadth. In 1848 I estimated its height at 1,000 feet, but from
the upanimous assertions of the People that it is higher than Panjpir,
I think that it is probably not less than 1,200 feet. The sides of the

"hill are covered with massive blocks of stone, which make it exceed-

ingly rugged and. inaccessible. There is only one road, cut in the
rock, leading to the top, although there are two, if not more, rather
difficult pathways. This, we know, was also the case with Aornos, as
Ptolemy succeeded in reaching the top by a ‘rugged and dangerous
path,” whilst Alexander himself attacked the place by one regular
path, which was cut out by the hand. RAnigat may be described as
consisting of a castle, 500 feet long by 400 feet broad, surrounded on
all sides, except the east, where it springs up from the low spur of
MahAban by a rocky ridge, which on the north rises to an equal height.
On all sides the castle rock is scarped, and on two sides it is separ-
ated from the surrounding ridge by deep ravines, that to the north
being 100 feet deep, and that to the wesf from 50 to 150 feet. At
the north-west angle of the castle two dykes have been thrown across
the ravine, which would appear to have been intended to arrest the
flow of water, and thus to form a great reservoir in the west hollow.
In the north.ravine, between the castle and the great isolated block
called RAnigat, there are three square wells,. and to the north-east,

~ lower down, 1 thought I cduld trace another dyke, which was most

probably only the remains of a part of the outer line of defences.
The entire circuit of this outer line is about 4,500 feet, or somewhat
less than a mile.”% '

. The same fortressis thus described by Mr. Loewenthal : =

“'The summit of the hill offers a flat plateau of some size, which has
been very strongly fortified by buildings all around the brow. These
buildings are constructed of large blocks of stone (conglomerate
found on the spot), neatly shewn, and carefully fitted, disposed with

* great regularity, and laid in a cement of extraordinary. excellence
Unavoidable interstigés between the large blocks are filled up by layers
of thin small stone tables, this latter practice being an invariable
feature in all the so-called Kafir buildings which I have seen in the

. 'Trans-Indus country.” .

1 Called now simply Hind.~H. B. W. G.
3 General Cunnirigham, Archaological Survey Reports, Vol. Il p.107
vOoL. XIX, I
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However, in no account of these remains have I been .

able to find any information regarding
the minor details which struck me
én examining R4nigat. Foremost among these.is a rock
throne situated on the hill opposite that on which the shape-
less obelisk called R4nigat, or % the Queen’s stone,” stands.
This remarkable throne is hewn out of a large rock, and is
approached by three steps. It stands on a kind of dias, at
the foot of which there is an oblong shallow tank, or aquarium.
The throne is capable of seating three persons, and the people
say that K474 Vdra, and his two queens (after one of whom
these remains are called) used to take the air on this throne,
and feed the sacred fishes at their feet by way of recreation,
I also found several small cupolas at the back of the
~ castle, which appeared,to me to be the remains of votive
stdpas. 1 should have liked to open some of these curious
little topes, but was under the necessity of returning to my
camp at Shiva before pightfall, as I had been recommended
by the district authorities not to stay a night in independent
territory. It must be said, however, that the Khdz of Tetola,
Mukarrab Khén, received me on the frontier very kmdly, and -
hospitably sending his nephews and attendants to escort me
~ to and from NograAm.

Minor refhains.

A fabulous legend exists that oné of the queens of R4j4-

Vdra used occasionally to sit on the monolithic rock called
gat, and order an instant supply of fresh water to be brought
from the Abdsin, and that this order was obeyed by several
hundred men who, forming a line at a distance of a few
paces from each other, passed on a goblet of the required-
water from hand to hand, commencing at the banks of the
Indus and at length reachmg the queen. This rock, in fact,
would require an active man with ladders, &c., to reach its*
summit ; and I cannot account .far the gbove fable, unless,
indeed, Rdjd Véara's wife was an extraordu%ry climber. There
~are no steps of any sort near the famous gat nor any traces
- of such having ever existed, - ,
' The unattached rock excavatlons here are also remarkable.

' . These are, for the most part, large boulders, hollowed outand
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"supphed with doors and windows ad Xsbstum.” The most

emarkable of these is to the south of the castle, and,

most unactountably, called Katri-kor, ‘‘the gram-merchant s
house.” These interesting excavations are thus noticed by
General Cunningham :'—“Numbers of these stones are of very
large size, and some of those'on the top of the hill have been
hollowed out to form cells. v oo * Amongst
these remains many of the cells are qulte plain inside, whilst
others have-the simple ornament ofa miche or two. The
most notable of these excavated blocks is on the ridge to the
south of the castle. - It is called Ka#ri-kor, or “ the grain-
merchant’s house,” by the people, but I observed nothing
about the rock that would give any clue to its original purpose

suited for the cell of a monk than for the shop of a dealer.

' 36.—JANGIRA, or JAHANGIRA.

1

]ah‘ngm derivation of Wwhere I noted several objects worthy
name, of future examination, I arrived in
Jangira, .situated on north-east banks of the Landi nver,

about 100 yards north-west and south-east of each other)

. are called the “ Sailor’s Jangira” and simply *Jangira” re-
-spectxvely on account of the population of the former village
‘ con51stmg largely of the nav1gators of the Landi and "Attak
‘rivers. The name itself is probably derived from that of the

forth Mdghal Emperor, and, therefore, is not older than the
sixteenth century. I have, however, also given the name as it

doubt not, is a mere corruption of the fuller Fahdngira,

“Conqueror of the World ” 1 could hear nothing of any.

earlier name,
‘Near the vxllage, or tola, of Allahdhir (spelt Attadhir-in

" map 14 of Indian Atlas), lay two monoliths of stone. At first

! Vide Archzological Report, pp. 109 & 110, Vol. IL

- save the smallness of the entrance, which was certainly better

Passing quickly through the numerous remains at Dobian,

_ The villages of Jahangira (for there are two at a distance of

‘is always. pronounced by the villagers, i.e., Fangira, which, I
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sight these look like mere pillars, upon which one would expect
pilars.” - to find inscribed records of some kind,

but on closer examination it becomes

apparent that they are portions of a gateway; and, from the
difference in their size, I infer that the longer one, measur-
ing a1 feet 2 inches, might have been an upright of such a
gate, and the shorter one of 13 feet g inches its lintel. If this
be the case, which is pretty certain, one member of this en-
trance sash is missing, but this may have been broken, and,
on account of its portability, utilised by the villagers for build-
ing material. These large stones are bevelled off at one
edge, and have a groove at the other, which would give us
an exact section of the framework meet for gates to hang

upon ; but it will be asked, * Where is the building to which this .

gateway belonged ?” We have not far to go for an answer to

Remains. this question, and I would identify

much at‘least of the upper portion of '

the hill, or barrow, upon which the present village of Allahdhir
stands, with the existing representative of that building, either
temple or monastery. , ' i

I searched in vain for any inscription, or mason’s marks,
which, had they existed, would in all probability have deter-

mined the approximate age.alike of these stones and of the. -

structure to which they were attached. They are at present
half buried in pits, and surrounded by rude stone walls which,
the peasants say, were constructed for their preservation by
_Colonel Ommaney many years ago. But I cleared out the

pits thoroughly, in order to examine the stones in every part.
It is to be regretted that an inhabited village crowns the
remains before mentioned, and, of course, quite precludes

their excavation. ‘

Between the agricultural and nautical villages of Ja'ha.n-~
gira, there stands, parallel with the north bank of the Landi
Sikh Fort. river, an old Sé£k fort, now in ruins,

. but used by some of the Khans for
stables or cow-houses. It belongs to the period of early

Stkh rule in this province, and is not by any means an un.

graceful building. The plan of this fort is elliptical, with the

’

»
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curve towards the river's bank or south-west cut off and a
straight wall built in its stead. On this side it commands
well the bend of the river, and on the north and east the
surrounding country. : : ,

The boat-builders here are very efficient worknien, and
turn out some splendid boats, which they also embellish very
tastefully by wood carvings. Besides being much more hand-
some than any boats I have seen in Hindustim, those of
]aﬁé.pgira carry very -heavy burdens; and on the occasion of
my journey by water from Jah4ngira to Khyrab4d, I was sur-
prised to see them pack eight of my camels into one boat, .
besides a quantity of tents and baggage. It is a custom also
with these good sailors, before starting on such expeditions,
to offer a lengthy prayer, to which they all heartily respond.
The current, they say, runs very strong, and I believe the
river here abounds with dangerous rocks. ‘ \

37.—TAKKAL-BALA.

The remarkably tall tope, or stlipa, generally known
Takkil Bala Tope: situa- S Jakkdl-Bdla-ka dehri, being the
tion, &. : largest and most important object in
the neighbourhood of the village from which it derives its name,
is situated on the road from the Peshiwar cantonments to

the Khyber, ]an{rﬁd, &c., and about a quarter of a mile dis.

tant from Bdrj-i-Harising, where there is a police station,
I. found the fope with some difficulty, as there are, many’
' ruins in the neighbourhood, su‘c% as -
. the low mound of rubbish and boulders
co-mixed, in which ‘1e Sappers and Miners made some exca-
vations a few years ago.. This mound is called Dhers-
Rashakai, and 1 suspect must be the same that Mr. Beglar
formerly took for the remains of a Biddhist monastery,
I confess, however, that I failed to make out traces of
any cells here ; but bwing to time, and also, perhaps, to the
rains, the Sappers’ work has been so thoroughly filled in,
that thi$ mound now exhibits nothing, though I was informed
that it once yielded many fragmentary sculptures : and as my

Remains.

¥
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- ‘work at Takkal Bala was confined to . the excavation of the
principal st#dpa, I was not able to satisfy myself on this point,

which is of little moment, as the greater portion of these

mounds have been already explored by Sappers. The tope
being in the midst of many such barrows, one might natur-
ally have looked among them for a monastery of some kind,
as it becomes apparent, from other examples of Baddhist
remains, that the Bddhist monks generally established them-

selves in close proximity to such stfipz; but, notwithsta‘dfng .

a due search, I could hot fix for certain the site o any
monastery.

There can be no doubt of the antiquity of this site, as,
amongst other signs of its claim to an early occupation, is the

story told by the peasantry, and in many instances corrobora. "

Antiquity of TakiAl Bila, ted by the very ob]?cts they mention,
that ‘“on constructing the £ucha road °

(a branch of the main road to Jamrad) towards Takkal Bala
walls, baked pottery and débris of sorts were frequently ex-
humed ;" also some daker’s ovens have curiously enough been
found here a few feet below the ground level. The remains

here besides the Great Tope and Dehire Rashakas are those

of other Dehiris called Kaosiv and Bala.
A diversity of opinion exists as to the propriety or other-
wise of calling such momunents as the high stpa of Zaééd!
On the term +Tops, Bdla * Tope;” and it must be said
that this monument is a striking illus-
tration of the inaccuracy of much that has been written
on,the subject.” The following is one of the many instances
where a conclusion has been somewh‘hhastily arrived at:
the italics in the following quotation areny own—-, . . . ...
the term now used is ‘Thlp’ ........ it is, therefore,

‘much to be regretted that we should have adopted the word -

‘Tope,’ which preserves neither the spelling nor the pronuncia-
#i0n of the trye name.”* ' ' '

Again, Mr. Fergusson, writing on this subject, complains
bitterly of “ constantly hearing of the Bhilsa, and the Sarnath,

. . .
* Bengal Asiatic Soeiety’s Journal, Vol. III, p. 313
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and the Sanchi ‘ Topes. ’” To make the confusion worse he
laments—* * Tope’ is also the common Anglo-lndla.n m'rord
for a clump of trees.” Very true, but that hardly justifies
the following— “In nesther sense is the word ever used by

" matives, who associate ‘tope’ with something very differ-

ent, that is, with cannon or artillery.” . o
That the natives do use the word freely in demgnatmg
such monuments, 1 will now endeavour to show. Whlle‘ they
cafled all lower mounds in this neighbourhood deki7:, the
peasantry denied the existence of a 7Zh#pi, T hitpa, Thiva,
or even the common d7%, and in my enquiries pemg compel}ed
to paraphrase the word for their compreheflsnon, aftt?r trying:
buland-tsla and other expressions in vain, I accidentally

- mentioned the much-abused  tope,’ and was much surprised

to find that they understood my meaning instantly, and
helped me to a minute. description gf the monument:and
its surroundings. They did not call it ‘¢Adpa nor théps, but
simply ‘ tope,’ or, more correctly, ‘top ’—vernacular. }\Iow, .
it would appear from the above that the word is no -
mere *adoption of ours,” and that it ss “ used by the natives
of India” (unless we allow the breadth of the Indus to
make a fine distinction) ; moreover, by the commonest of
those natives far and wide. o
The Takkal Bala tope—for such we may now call it—is

" built of massive boulders, many of which weigh over half

‘a m@neach. These boulders are partially dressed, but for the

~ ‘most part were conglomerate stones, imbedded very fitmly

into a lime-cement or mortar, pieces of which I found’

" ‘adhering to some of {he constructive stones;and the masonry

thus wrought necessitated' a free use of the crowbar in its
demolition ; and it was only when this instrument! had been
placed in the spaces afforded by crevices between .the rocks
that they yielded to. constant and vigorous oscﬂlat:o.n.
Externally this stlpa is quite destitute of embellishments,.

| having no ornamental cornices of pannelling of the kind

% The villagers’ implements being inadequate to such work, I applied for, and
obtained, through the courtesy of the Deputy Commissioner and the Executive

., Engineer of Military Works Divisiop, Peshdwar, 150 excellent tools for excavation.

.
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generally found in a more or less injured state on such

buildings, and the appearance pre-

. . sented by the tope is merely that of
a conoid, or semispherical, hill, 8o feet high from foot to

summit, and 250 feet in diameter at base, orabout 750 feet in
circumference. ' '

Dimensions of tope.

Owing to the material of which this monument .is built,
General Cunningham opines that it may have been the
base, or foundation, of astill higher stlipa ; but for the follow-
ing reasons, 1 think it may, with comparative safety, be
called a complete monument : firstly, because its excessive
height alone would almost preclude the possibility of its
being merely the base of a second stlipa, unless such super-
structure were unprecedented in height; secondly, as the
tope Presents a true conoid form, and offers no plateau at
summit upon which a second building could have stood.

Notwithstanding the resistance offered by the peculiat’fy

tough masonry employed in this tope, I managed to exca-‘&

vate rather more than half—or from the summit of the stdpa
to a little be.lov.v its centre—before the wéather set in tgo
warm to permit me, with due attention to the safety of th

labourers employed, to pursue the work to completio ny . e

In order to avoid missing any deposit this cupola
Excavation, &c. f“:y fhave contained, 1 divided it
into four equal parts b .
a cruciform
:;rang;mint o tre_n; hes 7 or 8 feet wide, ex);ending right
rough the mound and crossing each other at it g
These trenches, or roads, as before stated. were s centre.
)

to a depth of nearl e carried down
the entirz depth. ¥y 50 feet, or somewhat more than half

- Before closing operations here
and one female head were .exhn;
‘former pair clearly represents B
form of split ears and abundant ¢
head, from its elaborate head-dr

two colossal male heads
med. The larger of the
Gddha. in ‘the well-known
:rly Iloc}l:s; the other male
: s, 1 should take to be

%O}I'traxt——most probably - of a llzinga:
for its exoessive uek e female head is only remarkable
: ughness. ANl these sculptures 1 left in

Discoveries.
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, ieldy Some
« o at Peshdwar, as 00 unwneldy to remove.

gt k:?:;:ﬁngs were also found in this tope, but these are

Zglr?;on to old buildings, and during my Trans-Indus excava-

0 und several. . _ L.
uon; :egret that no inscriptions were found here ; but if, either

which the deposit chamber (if any exist) will probably be

»

" marked by 3P upright piece ‘of grani

ached, a 1arger ‘share of success than 1 met with may .
:asonal’)ly pe expected from such a work. )

48 —ROHMIA OR HAJI-SHAH.

ile 1 jwar 1 heard from 2 camel-driver o.f an
. Wl"t‘il:n‘:é;egaji-ShAh, and detel:mifxed to examine it on
inscrIP . ourney eastward. My curiosity to se€ this inscrip-
my reture JO° ! tion was considerably enhanced by the
following, strangely erroneous letter

. Rithmia.

X pich lately appeared in the Proneer and to which my
whi

1 Cunningham :—,
. s drawn by Genera , : '
attention W? e from Haii Shah, on a large flat limestone rock gn.th
~« Half aht_m re most curious outline engravings of deer-hup!;mg,
river-bed, there heetah plays ap important part. Black buck and

in v;‘l;‘ich ste}:ncto pe the particular species pourtrayed, but it all be-
markhor :

former world, and an older society than the present.

i i sddhist well, now neatly filled up, and -
« Hard by 15 & sacient B te, on the smooth surface of

> ” -
: h are certain letters in the Aryan characters of the coins.”
wcha « Aryan » is meant the characters on the coins of
y

| Menander and other kings which are not Greek, and certainly
ena

: an inscription of this kind would haye
jnscription and €Yo op g great treasure. But the in-
ing: . question i8 merely a recford in ‘com‘paratw?lly

n Vdgari characters, opening with an invocation
Deva-V% id by General Cunningham.

. 17 s rea ) : »
to S7* V”-;f:::;’ﬁ:e tracing of animals called above “ deer” 18
The po!

, . reminding one vivi‘.ily of th‘e early
“"tamly eryw"::;:us,'rhe human. figures, if the signs n-
mamen;oth p::may them may be SO called, appear to oe
tended t0 . ~ ‘ X

K
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wholly undraped, and, together with the irrational anjmals of

this rude diagram, are but faintly indicated in double lines on "

a piece of dark-coloured rock (apparently basalt) about
4 feet long by 34 broad. The blows with which this design
has been punched on to the stone have barely removed
its surface, and hence I found it almost impossible to make
out any portion of the design unitil the stone had been
saturated with water. The rock bearing this old engraving
is situated about 2 miles from the Haj1-Shdh railway station,
among the hills overlooking the sandy bed of a small river
called Prdtnadi. The particular rock is known to the
villagers by the name of Ddg:-Fabs. - '
Half a mile distant from the above is the old Bddhist ®
well called by the peasantry Fdnavdli-Fabi. This well is

now filled with rubbish, and supports the inscribed and
much mutilated stone before mentioned.

iﬁ
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From a Photograph by E B. W. Garrick.
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B. W. Garrick.
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From a Photo by B B, W. Garnck,
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