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ndition of the People of Assam.
o Sac P |

" "Taz confidential Circular of the Government of India, No. 44F.—8-1, dated the 17th

Augwst, was transferred to me for neeessary action. In this
" Province no enquiry was made in 1878-79 by the Famine
Gammission, it being them generally admitted that famine here was impossible. We had not
therefore, the repoits apd e}tidence on the economic condition of the agricultural classes,
which were: then cgljactedin other parts of India (and are referred to in paragraph 3 of

Note on i:he Co

e

Method of eaquiry.

the Circular),#0%ork on as & basis, and it became necessary to take up the subject -
from tl%i\hiug. I accerdingly looked through the Famine Commission’s Report .
and seleted the questions (numbered 1 to 8 in Appendix A) as the most suit-

able ndicating the general line which the enquiries were to take. »Two more questions,
thode numbered 9 and 10, were subsequently framed by the Sectetary to the Chief

othmissiener of Assam, and senf to mein December, The following officers were selected,
" . and several c.opies of the.Otednlar and questions were distributed to a}l but No. 6.

1.. Mr. H. Luttman-Johnson, Judge and Commissioner, Assary Valley Districts.
., A, C. Campbell, Deputy-Commissioner, Kdmrip. "
., George Stevenson, Deputy-Commissioner, Sylhe}.
: ,, J. Knox Wight, Deputy-Commissiener, Sibsagar.
< .5 . J.J.8. Driberg, Deputy-Commissioner, Lakhimpur. '
~ *6. Rai Shurit Clandra Banerji, Bahadur, Extra. Assistant-Commissioner, Néwgong,
‘Lach officer (except No. 6) was asked to select those persons in the area under his
jurisdiation whose opimion he eonsidered it *of importance to ascertain, 4nd to obtain from
them notes to the'questions distributed. - o '
o9, In l‘eply,’,M'r. Johnson, Mr. Campbell, pp1 Mr. Knox Wight have sent the notes
\ S printed in Appen”. 3. Mr. Stevenson was unable through
. press. of work A€ .« lea regul&t' note, but forwarded the °
replics and examples of Babu Raj Mek = .~ narginal commentaries of his own.
Mr. Johnson sent with his own note .1 o -« 13 e examples collected by Rai Guna- -
bhipam Sarma Darua Bahadur, /% 1 e e, 22 of Appendix ‘C). Mr.. Campbell,
besides his own note, furnished : - -} & Sabd Guru Prasad Das, Sub-divisional Officer,
Barpeta, and Babus Kali’ o ,i_'is:;'/{?ﬁri and Radha Nath Burua, Tahsilddrs. Rai
Sharat Chandrr Tapgeft © ..o Liwffished the materials for Examples No. 23 to No. 29
SN -:mig_@ s .:rgygsmx;‘g;_;«;. ri1y- own edquiries; aksisted by the unprinted replies above
N P ' libd i the nofe below,  gxamples 1 to 10 of Appendix C
Tuydely recent tour.” & ¢
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Answers peceived
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iy e In ._"Ep}i)qndix D has been given .o list-with vernacular and scientific names of the
e Aprondices, vegetables and frufts. ordinarily eaten in the Brahmaputra
' S e -Valley, cither alone, or as an addition or flgvouring to the
daily meal of rice.. +These have been divided into three classes:— ‘ ‘
(1 ) Cultiv‘at&} vegetables,
(2) Wild .o C
(3) Cultivated feaits *
The specimens sent were, with.the exception of Nos. 37, 39,740, 42, and 44 (which
were obtained by Rai Shatat Chandra Banerji Babadur), all collected and despatched to
Calcutta personally Ly mwe. Dr. Prain himself identified them at the Reyal Botanical
Gardens, Seebpore, so that | think ne errors have erept in, as sometimes happens through
¥ocls going astray and the careléssness of clerks. " Where a doubt has been expressed as:
{0 the scientific name, the fact is due to the imperfection af the specimen forwarded. ‘It
was 1dt always possible to obtain, as is required generally for correct botani¢al identifica-
tion, & specimen of the flower or fruit, ’ '

R
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4. In"blfg following remarksthemost important parts of Assam, viz., the, five *Jf i )er-

~ Ares deattomtay districts of the Brahmaputra ‘Valley and Sylhet; hgte alenie”
o 7 ¢ . been dealt with, though a great deal of what Has ¥een said

will apply equally well 1o Cachar and Godlpira. It was found impractichbleto compile .
within' the time the necessary information with reference to these two and“*the three .hill
districts.” . Consequently, the completion of the enquiry must be left to -another time,

With thesg pmﬂ.imin“wy remarks | proceed to deal with the questions seriatim,
. > _*Jf - » - A -

¢ There,are practically no fruits tound growing wild which have uot also been cultivated.
N ) N
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A —The Bm/mmpu/ra' Valley.

5. The main food of the people everywhere is rice.  There are three principal kinls of
this, which arc again sub-divided into numberless varieties not
distinguishable from each other by anv one but a native.

a. Saliy or transplanted winter rice.—This is sown first in seedibeds about May
and June, transplanted about July and August, and harvested in December and Janu-
ary.  Sali rice is always transplanted, and always grown on land known for assessment
purposes as “ rupit.” It is never sown broadeast, except in the seed bed. It is the most
valoable of the three species of rice grown, and generally yields the heaviest crop. The

Main =taple.

average outturn from 1,896 experinents gives 1,012 1bs. ol threshed but unhusked rice .

per acre, but in good land the return bas been as nimeh as over 5,000 1bs :

Rain in moderation is required for the secd-bed. but copions rain is cssential while

transplanting is going on and tor some time aficewards. Drought darine Jaly or Angust

would probably he fatal to the crop. Sali is grown on land subject to moderate

inandations.  Jt cannot b transplanted unless the soil ints which it is to be moved

is of the consisteney of mud wore than ankle deep  Consequontly, very hich and very

lowlands are equally unsuitable.  The fields into which it is transplaated are distin-

gWlshed from most other rice ficlds by the existence of innuwmerable small divisions from

¥ A0 vards square bounded by small banks a foot or a foot, and a half high, intended to

(f;\-&, eeff up the water. The assessment on rupit is 10 annus a bigha (0°3308 of an acre).

~ //”In 188G-87, 55 05 per cent. of the whole cultivation of the Brahmaputra Valley, including
& Goalpira, was under sali and bao rice.

o b.  Bao, or broadcast winter rice.-~"This species is sown in April and May and
harvesied in October, November, and December. It is sometimes, but not gencrally,
transplanted. It is sown on lowlying lands, which in the rains ave too covered by water
to allow of sili being transplanted.  The ficlds are never distinguished by the small
divisions which mark the presence of sali rice. and in many cases the owners are obliged
to put in stakes her¢ and there to cnable them to recognise the land they have themselves
sown. Drought in April or May prevents sowing, and very heavy floods in July or August
kill “the rice outright. After” sali, this is the most valuable specics of “ricc grown.
It is'sometimes sown with ahu, especially in the Chapari mauzas, and n lowlying plots
in other mauzas. The ahu is gathered first and the bao allowed to grow. The
assessment is 10 annas a bigha, as the land on whicb it is grown is classitied as rupit.

e. Ahu or early rice.—This species s sown broadeust in February, March, and
‘April, and harvested i June, July, and August It is oceasionally transplanted, and when
this is the case is known as kharma or farma, and reaped a little later, in August or Sep-
tember. Itis grown on land too high and too dry ter sihi or hao, and known for assessment

- purpose as “faringati.” It can bear drought better ti-an either of the other species and can
exist with butlittle rain in the sowing season The averag. -voourn foi0 708 experiments

e oD

gives 1,322 lbs. of threshed but unhusked grain per aere. ~ Mut i bvidunl égperimdnts =
N . Co Y- & ..
* have vielded as much as over 3,200 lbs. It is generally co::s;x.»u’c“l;b@i%ﬂbw

3

the three kinds of rice.  The assessient on faringati is 8 an. + oo highs S D iB84- 2%
20-2 per cent. ‘of the whole cultivation .of the Brahmaputra Valley, intiuviag Uodipara,
was under early rice. .

6. After the staple rice come the various pulses grown in the eold weather, known
Pulies by the generic name of dial.  These are of several’kinds: —
(a) Arhar or Rahar (Cajanus Indicus, Spreng.). - Grown generally as a border to a
ane field, and never as a separate crop.
(&) Masur (Ervum Lens, Linn.).~Sown generally on early sali fields afier the rice
is taken off. The field is very roughly ploughed, rapidly fenced in, and
the grain sown broadecast mixed with peas and kasari. o
(¢) Peas Pisum sativim, Lan.).—Usually sown with masur and kasari [cf. (64]-
() Kasart (Lathyrus sativus, Linn.).—Usually sown with peas and masur
0N ,
(eb Matikalai (Phaseolus munge, Linn.).-~Generally sown alone in September and
gathered about January. There is a superstition that matikalaj must be
sown in the last four days of Bhadra (Septetaber 12th to 15th) and first four
ays of Aswin (September 15th to 18th); frequently sown after abtt.  The
rage outturn from 319 experiments shows a yield of 434 lbs, per acre. In
3-87, 32 per cent. of the whole cultivated area of the Brahmaputra
¥, including Godlpdra, was pnder these pulses. '
here the pulses are not grown, they are not very generally used, except
amongst the more well-to-do cultivators. -Similarly, though
mustard oil 1s a cox(x:lzmon article of diet ifi' some places, it 1is
RN N W b | ‘e
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not in others where mustard is not largely grown.  But certain species of vegetables are
caltivated in alinost every homestead in the Province, and others found wild evervwhere
are very universally used. These species « f vegetables have been described in Appendix D,
Scarcely n meal is taken in which some one or more of them does not form an indispensable
adjunct to the staple commodity, rice. :

8:  The methods of cooking are very humerous  When an Assamese savs he has
caten a cerrain vegetable as “enrry,” he does not mean
that after boiling it he has covered it with haldi, or other
spices and used it to flavour his rice. Ie simply means that he has boiled it cither
alone, or with tenga or with salt or in khvir water.  Boiled with - tenga,” means boiled

Cooking.

with something tart or acid, ax Nos. 50, 53, and 66 of Appendix D. When boiled

with salt, a little of this commodity is dropped into the water.  Khdr warer is prepaved
by straining water througiva basket of wood ashes (generally made of burnt plantain
stems and leaves).  The water so prepared has a flavour which is supposed to impart a
pleasant taste to vegetables boiled in ity and to render the use of salt almost unnecessary.
Hence, in very poor honscholds, khir water is largely nsed to avoid the puvchase of sale.
When not used as a curry, the vegetable is often eaten “Dbhdji.”  This nicans that it is
fried in oil.  The use of ghiis almost nnknown in the Province.  When used as “sdg”
the meuning i~ that the vegetable is boiled and caten as spinach,

9. Maunure is practiczlly never used in the Bralinapatra Vallev, execept amongst
the vegetables of the basti or at the root of young betel
; palms.  Cattle manure is never applied to rice fields, unless
the fields are specially close to the cowshed. The people will everywhere adimit
the value of cattle manure in inereasing the fertility of the soil, but when asked why
they do not use it invariably sayv it is too much trouble. Cattle manure, where the basti
is snall, is always looked ¢n as a nuisance, and in many villazes lics in heaps here and
there, having been flung awayv as rubbish. Large herds of buffaloes are kept in some
mauzas, and it is a common thing to find * Mohkhutis,” as the places where the buffales
are tied up at night ‘are called, in the chapari manzas along the banks of the Brahma-
putra.  The buffuloes are brought lhere an account of the excellent grazing.,  They feed
during the daytime and at night are tied up. Quantities of manure necessarilv accumulate
at these mobkhntis, but no use whatever is made of it. It is neither applicd to the land
nor used as fuel.  When the Brahwmaputra next rises the whole of the valuable material
that has been accumulating for months ¥ swept away by the flood.  Althoueh cattle
manure, however plentiful, 1 not applicd to the rice fields, it is not uncommon for the
rice stubble to be burnt and the ashes plonghed in. This is especially done on hao lands,
where, often mixed with the remains of the huo theve are quantities of dal grass, and the ashes
produced arg therefore very copions in quantity.  In the same way mustard may be said to
be partialfy manured, for the remains of the ahu crop that generally precedes it, as well as
the jungle that has erown up in the interval, arc usually burnt., This burning,
however, is more prohably done to assist {he plough in sm)sequeml.;' rurning up the soil, than

Manure.

~with a view to increase the ontturn of the crop.  Practicaily, therefore. it may be said that

maniaring.of ficlds is unknown in Assmn, But, though the ficlds are thus left in a great
measure without any artificial stimulus to production, cattle manure is applied divect from
the cowshed to the roots of young betel palms and plantaing, and used for land on which
the houschold vegetables are grown.  Tobacco and cane are almost invariably inanured,
the former being always, and the latter frequently, grown on the basti. '

10, There is no regular rntu.tiun of crepx. but ahu is generally put down when
land is first broken up, In faringati land this is sown about
March and reaped about July.  The land lies fallow then till

Rotation of crops.

" September, whenit is plonghed and a crop of mustard taken off it about January or February,

Ahather crop of ahu is then sown, and after the third year the land is abandoned, as its
ferti h_y_has been exhausted. A long fallow is then allowed, but there are no statistics to
show 1t8 length. In sali or transplanted winter rice lands, iv is pot uncommon to grow
two ctops.  This is almost always doune if the soil is good, Ahu is sown about March
and v aped about July, and the sali seedlings transplanted in August.. "Sometimes a
crop of peas or matikalai is taken off the same land during the cold weather. Land so
occupied gets practically no rext at all. The practice of double cropping sali land would
appear to prevail 'r.ost in upper Assam, where the rainfall is creater and more evenly
distributed t'lmnvln Nowygong and Kédmriip. Afier cane a fallow of two or three years is
gencrally allowed. Sali land is not supposed to be benefited by a fallow. Good faringati-
land, like good rupit, .also grows two crops. ‘Ahu is put down at the beginning of the hot
weather and a crop of mustard or watikalai grown during the cold. ‘
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11. The examples given in Appendix C, Nos. 1 to 29, sufficiently i)llust.mte the gy(*11ley:avl
economic condition of the people of the Brahmaputra Valley,
and show better than any report could do that the assertion
“that the greater portion of the population suffer from a daily insufficiency of food” is
incorrect as far as the most important parts of this Province are coneerned. N
Some remarks by Mr. Luttman-Johnson, Commissioner of t.he.vl._)n'lb_on, ‘{ticl e
very apposite. Writing in January 1888 he says * A late Comwissioner double the
revenue rates in Assam Proper with a view to making its inhabitants moxie 1p1-odul<,ml(,
The result is the extension of the cultivation of_ \.npstard for cttq;ort.nm 81&;0(; :ué\r
travelled through a somewhat remote part of my division, My .poree nsm_ ()li;rr P'l"htt] (?r %)en
journey of ten fo twelve miles (besides a small present, say, one 1;1})01 [mong cig or ten
um)— 111 ssed, and the impressment was the use of rea : y al
e (;mlpl‘cssu e the paupers and outcasts of the villages 1 stopped at. 1t is
in silk attire they were th : s
dfld o aar ixan ) ywle would do the same work for Marwiiri traders for the same
fair to add that the same peop Lecause I am a Government scrvant and service as
pay. Force iz required in my case, eCHt

. : ial obloquy.”
jovernment servant confers socia ) R
porter to a G 1 rule it may be laid down that every .fam.ﬂy that culn\."t(. at al{
12.  As a general rule lha,s Znou"h land to supply it with food, that, very litle nctua
gh la

1 i ; : ajority of the cultivators

Neod of cash cash is required by the ggfl‘;’t ;?):Jw?::tg’le Further, it may

1 yay rea ¢ H . y a3

needed is always very T i

and that the small am?(‘i”:)‘;. any instance of poverty produced that Qm}nchnz(lltli,;\ to la?lc?u}ll
almost invariably be sal s. A few cases have been noted ( Examples 5, 24, an l_)) 1n‘w 112 :

is the cause of the dlstresuit of sickness, but the ordinary staple of Iife is 50 © x'mp] Ml](. s0

the poverty was thelrcsand' the means of carning money so very ecasily obtained, r,vm:(, a

universally procumli © never denied in Assam, is cnough to enable a man to tide over a

little nelg}}bourly }{f P turning strength shall enable him to start fair again. It is then

period of ;ll.lnessglfauff “f he does not find himself very shortly free from debt.

8 OW . . . s . L, v .
genel'au‘y ’1 re several advantages which cultivators in Assam enjoy above [Lh?se
+13: Theres posscssed by the inhabitants of most other parts of India.

. Free grazing. . Onc of the most important of t}hos]c is ir]m» arazing. ]l llL;li‘
\ \ i Y in Kamru g e is scareely any
¥ iv auzas (like Khata in Kdmrdp) where there is scarcely an)
are a fow (c:]losel}a:g]llembitte (13\’(‘:1 ?here(the orazing-erounds are not very distant, and most
aval g 87 . © 3
W"JI\lSte lall:a.ve some and very many excellent pasture lands ulmost‘ at their lc_‘lc}(‘)m. ve:a({ |
v}ll 35:8 is ever made for grazing, except in part of the Lakhm;pur dlslt“;'t,l ws ere‘:eqm“
. jown with a vi Lie breeding of buffaloes. smg
2 \ ttled down with a view to the g - sma
amilies of Nepalese have settle | tott e v Kinl s
f‘ee of four annas per buffalo is there lcvuull.. I‘)u(i el>cw11telz]rebn<[)l];:&l}u(\)l;gt(‘hc Br'\gm'lputm
of buffaloes arc driven down to the bank anmg {
- ma(;ie, eveg ghreiﬁc}agieroel:ld?veather on the extensive wastes which there abound.
- i i be drawn to the mizerably small breed of Bullocks
* 14. Inthisconnection attention should bedrawnto the mizcrably smaj o
’ and cows which the Assamesc possess, and this notwithstunding
Breod of cattle the fact that amongst most of the aboriginal tribes, such as
i is lefi sealf s atural to suppose
Kacharis and Lalungs, the milk of the cow s lcltlt t(; the ‘(iqrt.v 11;1\)\;;11:1,(:&2 ir:) l}lhn (Lg:ml i‘:Eitcd’
that where frce grazing, frequently .of excellent quality, is o . ost nnpim ted
antitv. the breed would be something superior to the puny stunted creatures & o
gzmbery;’in the plains of Assam. The miserable cliaructer of the breed is the more remark-

FInsumciency of food.

able in that the buffaloes of the Brahmaputra Valley are peculiarly fine. These latter

animals are as superior to those of Bengul as the !)ll”ncks :xr'nl co:vs of Assu'rlta:*c:(x)x;lenxtnffsngfhti?
the bullocks and cows of the neighbouring 1‘1'o.vmcu: It is novv casy fm l.ll O ltivarors,
difference, as it is almost impossible to obtain reliuble information ;lol are always poon
It has been more than once said that where cattle arc fod on rice straw fr:gl’i;] e
During the rains rice-straw is often the mamn foodz as most of the }a ir;ay?n?r capocially
then under water. But during the greater part of the cold weather ¢ _:; :ellénthi’n i]uahty
where the land lies within reach of the I_Srahmnputm floods, :; . w‘mtl e ha(i
and exceedingly plentiful in quantity, and it would not seem t'lO;l lm‘s b o e
much to do with the puny size of Assamese cattle. A suggtfﬁzswm T
Mr. A. C. Campbell, a Deputy-Commissioner whose cxpeneuctgo SIS T o et
probably explains to a certain extent the anomaly above re elrfe(lue Lo beeves ity
the inferiority of the breed of bullocks and cows is malnly (1 o ; b O TR the
in the sires, The cattle are allowed to run free over the fields anc lga url 1 N awicldy
younger and more active bulls succeed in covering more cows th}an ﬂs)‘l er anc 1lné e e hand,
males. The result is deterioration in the offspring. Amongst )fu }a oe%}; on ; t]&!ht | himslf
the cows are constantly covered by wild bulls, and when ong 0 }t 1ese h_ab :;“ S rcome in
to a herd he suffers no other male to approach it until he has xeen m‘l}ine imal. and
a fight, or has served all the cows. = The wild buffalo of Assamn is vex;yi N ectually tond
the intermixture of his strain with that of the tame species must very )

to prevent the latter from degenerating.

~, lease. At the present moment the great m
"4k lease they hold, and would as soon hay

‘?3’ Menants are allowed to abandon any piece tbat does not suit them, to take up fresh
and>®
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15.  Besides free grazing, another advantage enjoyed by the majority of Assamese

Freo building materiate, cultivators is the use of most building materials: frec of a}l

‘ charge. Under the Forest Department Rules, each ryot’s
household is allowed annually for its own use gratis the following articles :—

Bamboos ... oL iiian.ll, eEetes.dractecnetttansnoen eetecsertraratnaienanie 400
Cane coeeveeeriiines ceir venen Creesarieciaiantens eteettieneetaesenntoncesas . 10 bundles.

In most parts of the valley thatching-grass costs no more than the labour of ecuttin
and carriage.  In some places, it is found in great abundanee, and is cat and sold as in
- the neighbourhood of Dibrugarh and Nowgong. Similarly, .reeds and stems of the long
elephant-grass, used by the Assamese for making the walls of their huts, are everywhere
obtainable in unlimited quantities. There is no restriction whatever on the quantities of
thatching-grass or reeds that may be cut hy a ryot Cane, used instead of cord for
binding the rafters and fixing the thatching-grass, is either found in the jungle, or grown
on a small picce of the basti.  Bamboos, so universally used, not only for building, but for
innumerable domestic purposes, have to be grown on the homestead itself, when not fourd
growing wild.  They, and canes whep cultivated, form almost the only exception to the

rule that building materials in Assam cost nothing but the labour of cutting and carriage.

16. Another incidental advantage enjoyed by the Assamese consists in the amount
Free Tood and frewood. of food that grows wild, sometimes on their homestead land,
sometimes along their roads, and alwags on the areas of
waste. These are mentioned in detail in Appendix D. 1t will be seen that the methods-
of cooking are various, and the advantages of having so extensive a choice of vegetables
wherewith to season free of cost their ordinary meal of rice are not amongst the least
important of those enjoyed by the Assamese. Iirewood alsois practically unlimited. Each -
household is annually entitled to 200 maunds free of charge from.a district forest, but
there is really no possible check on the consumption. .

17.  Again, the Assamese are accustomed to make for themgelves almost all the imple-
Free timbar, ments they require for household or agricultural purposes.

, Wood such as they want is procurable almost everywhere,
Each ryot’s household is allowed gratis four unreserved trecs annually for its own use.

Every man makes for himself all but the iron point of his plough. He buys the iron parts
of his hoes and daos (bill-hooks) and fixes them in wooden handles. The hammer with
which he breaks the clods of his™ rice-fields is cut in the nearest jungle. LEvery part of his
loom, except the parts made of bamboo, isprepared by himself from logs cut on Government
waste, when he does not wish to use a trec from his homestead. The granary ' generally
rests on heavy logs of timber to keep it from the ground, and these very rarely cost their
owner anything but the labour of felling and carrying. Those who use boats, and in Assam
nine-tenths of the people do, make them out of the trunks of single trees, énd no royalty

1s charged in some plades and ouly a trifling sum in others for such trees when unreserve.l
and used only for domestic purposes.

18.  The tenures of the Assam Valley are neither very numerous nor very complicated.
Tenwes, . ‘They have been described  at length in Mr. Baden Powell's
ST T Manual of the Revenue Systems of India, and it is unnecessary

to go into’details concerning them here. Practically, it may be said that every one who
has a lease of any land in the Brahmaputra Valley, no matter whether annual or periodic,
can transicr that land as he feels disposed. Under the Land and Revenue Regulation for
Assam this right of transfer has only been given to those who before it came into force,
July Ist 1886, had been in possession of any land for ten years or upwards, or w["ho now hold
ona ten-year lease. But the right of transfer has always been practically recognised, and
the people have altogether fajled to appreciate the change of status involved by the ten-year
ajority are perfectly indifferent to the nature of
e one for a single year as orie for ten.  As long

#hen they want it, and to sell or otherwise dispose of,*what they hold at their
pleasuréiig ey are utterly indifferent to the character of the leasg. - These privileges they
bave all uptte date enjoyed, and transfers made have been regularly rccovw 7d by both
civil and l'eVeh‘lgg.cour'ts. ‘ ‘ N 7.

) Tll_(‘re are symptoms that the praetical recognition of this right of transfer is gradually
having its natural'effeat in some of the more-densely-populated areas, and that leases are
being accumulated: *hgre.land is valuable in the hands of men, somg of them aliens and
the majority not cultivators<of the soil. 'I'hat this process has not gone far wonld seem
to be proved by the fact that when enquiries were made in 1882-63 on the subject of the
proposed _Rent Law for Assam it was estimated that there were but few undertenants in
the Province except those on nis/-khirdj and, ld-khirdj estates. Exact figures as to the

D
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numbers of undertenants and the area held by them on estates assessed at full revenue
rates' are not available, as the ddg chittds kept by mauzadirs outside cadastrally-surveyed
areas have no column for this class of tenants. The cadastral survey is collecting statistics
on the subject, and the figures, when complete. will be interesting. It may, however, be
accepted as a fact that in places where population is dense and land valnable thére is
a tendency towards the accuamulation of leases In the hands of those who have ready
moncy available, and that many of these are men who, from the nature of their employ-
ments, cannot possibly attend to the cultivation of the land for which they hold leases.
Some are clerks in the various distriet offices.  Many are pleaders It would seem that
very few are Kayas or Marwdri merchants. It ix not quite clear why these latter have not
become possessed of more land than they appear to bold.  Their opportunities for acquir-
ing leases, by fair means or otherwise, must be at least as great as those of the clerks in a
Deputy-Commissioner’s office, but they do not seem to have availed themselves of them.
Possibly, they do not want to acquire in the country any interest which they cannot
bodily remove when they themselves leave Assam,

19. It is not for a stranger quite easy to understand why, in a Province where land
is so plentiful, cultivators should voluntarily abandon their
richts and become the undertenants of others  But to any
one who knows the excessive indolence of the Assamese. and his strong dislike to anything
involving the least labour, the matter will contain nothing surprising. “There is n(.)t,hing
which the Assumese detests more than trouble. Anything which canses the slightest incon-
venience is ““bor dukh.” Itis “bor dukh” toapply manure to fields distant from ?}10
homestead. It is *“bor dukh " to go the cutcherey and point ont errors in the lease which
has been given him. It is *“bor dukh " if he iz obliged to pass ngon without his midday
meal. It is “ bor dukh” to go out at all if rain is fulling.  Consequently, when any one
comes between him and the mauzadir and undertakes to pay his revenue for him he will
sometimes close with the offer for the sake of the indulgences he hopes to gain from tl!e
middle man. He assumes he will be allowed 1o retain his land, he assumes that his
rent will not be raised. He knows he can abandon any part of what he holds at any time.
He believes that the same punctuality in paviug his revenue will not be requived from
him by the lease-holder ax used to be demanded by the mauzadér.  Ile knows that h(‘;
will often be able to arrange for a payment in kind instead of a payment _“ll Cﬂs}‘y ‘;1“
that though the payment in kind will probably be a really higher rent, he wil 'l}et‘ ert;he;
less cxcape the trouble of having to carry his produce to market, Hm.ldenst Jst}'(_)\‘“ la
rights he possesses or abandons are v:§gue it the extreme. Refcrrm'.‘-l; _‘)' s, { le
Commi:sioner, Assam Valley Districts, writes *“ [ have known instances Where a number
of ryots, to save themselves the trouble of paying land revenue direct, for protection too
against exactions of mauzadérs and mandals, with a view to escape nmpressment. have
made over their land to some influential persons. They had no idea they were losing
their proprietary rights, as they understood proprietary rights.”

Canse of andertonancy.

20, In Assam cases relating to the rent of land are not dealt with by the Revenne
but by the Civil Courts; this fact did not come to my notice
' sufficiently carly to enable me to gurhe.r from the records of
such cuses statistics of the actnal rent pui«], nor probably would time in any ease have

Rent of nndertenants,

permitted of an exhaustive enquiry into the matter.  Thix subjeet muast therefore lic over

for future investigation at leisure. - Meanwhile it may be stated, on the authority of :nOSt
of the persons consalted, that the majority of undertenants pay only the l'egul:]nr)’(‘;‘mlerlb
ment rates, the same that they would pay if they were Governent tenants }tu,;‘nse ves,
and in these cases the landlord gains little advantage fromn his lease beyond the fact thar
he can occasionally exact service from his tenant. If he is in the habit of visiting th.e
villaes where his land is, this service is something tangible and valuable. Ot,l\pr\\vlse it
is not. But there is a considerable number of undertenants who hold on what is called
“adhi” (the French metayer) tenure, and from these the advantages are very real indeed.
When an undertenant holds on adhi tenure, he agrecs to caltivate the land of the lease-
holder, and to give him half the procuce, on condition of his paymg‘the revenue.  Some-
times the landlord has to supply séed as well as pay the revenue. The undertenans finds
the labour and the cattle. It is easy to calculate the profit on one acre of rupit, almost
the only class of land so held. The revenue to be paid is Re. 1-14. The t-otal outturn is
known by a large number of experiments to average something over 1,500 lbs. paddy.
Therefore, if he had no seed to supply, the leaseholder would receive 750 1bs, of paddy,
or 9 maunds, delivered in the villaze. This would be worth Rs. 5.10, If so, his profit
would be Rs. 2-12. It he had supplied the seed (30 seers per acre), he would get Rs. 3-4-6

rofit. Therefore 174 per cent. is probably the. l(»}\:est profit he can make. If the field is
at all above the average (and he need not keep it if he does not ﬁn_d it profitable), he can
easily get 200, or eveun more, per cent, Besides the above, it is now pretty generaily

7))

Imitted that some tenants pay in cash at more than the Government rates. This is the
se more especially in those mauzas where land is of very great value indeed, and where
signations are all but unknown. There many undertenants who are too well off to render
rvice to their landlords, are generallv believed to pay, rather than abandon the fields
ey hold, cash rates higher than those charged by Government.

21. When the more well to-do Assamese employ hired labour, the payment is
generally in kind, There are several systems of payment
, in kind, many of them approaching a” species of under-
1ancy. and the rates of payment vary somewhat from district to districts  The following
count is from the pen of Rai Gunabhiram Sarma Barua Bahadur :--

Hired labour.

“ Field labourers are paid in kind and sometimes in monev. In the latter case advances are made
netimes on a writien agreement and sometimes without it,  This is called the Bondha system. The
rrower tills the owner’s land, and works as a domestic servant, getting a deduction of nat exceeding
wnas a month from the principal sum, asalso the interest, which is g(enerullv an anna per rupee pér
mth, If the borrower is fed and clothed by the lender he gets nothing deducted from the principal,
t is credited with the interest. He wust in this case leave the service after repaying the original
m. Ifhe is fed only, and not clothed, he gets a dedaction of not less than 8 annas a month from the
incipal.  If he is neither fed nor clothed he gets a deduction of not excreding 2 rupees a month from
+original amount advanced. Interest at one anna per rupee per month is always allowed, plus the
luction frem the prineipal. The caleulation is always made according to the capacity of the an
10 works, the wages not exceeding in ail Rs. 4-8, :

“ An adhi labourer is one who tills the owner’s land with his own caitle and seed and gets an equal
wre of the produce, .

** A morakiya laboureris one who ploughs the owner’s land with the owner’s cattle two days
the owner’s field and one day in his own field. In all, the ploughing time is three months, of which
> owner gets his services for two months, and the labourer one month.  He works only in the morning
the owner’s land and the remainder of the day hie spends in doing his own work. The rate of wages, if
lculated in money is 2 annas a day. the total sum is Its. 3-12 amnonth.  He further gets from the owner
nething in the sllaYe of jolpan, or tiffin, which in money value would amount to 4 annas a month. Adding
8 to the Rs. 3-12 he earns in all Rs. 4 a mouth., When the labourer does not get the services of Bi:
ster’s bullocks to till Lis lands, he gots the produce of 1 or 14 bighas of land, which he ploughs, at thet
wping time. The quantity thus obtained is about 30 or 40 puras of paddy, worth 74 to 10 rupees.

“A Gorukia, or cow-keeper, gets 4 annas a cow for nine months. He generally keeps 40 cows a day.
e total amount of his wages is Rs. 10 for the whole period. Sometimes he gets paddy of a bigha of
il from the owner. Sometimes a female calf aged about 3 years, worth about Rs. 3, is given to him
- his Jabour. A buffulo-keeper gets on the average 3 annas per menth. A man can keep 20 cows. A
finlo khuti contains 150 to 200 buffaloes of several owners. The owners or their men and others
ep them by turns. Sometimes a keeper gets one-third share of the milk in licu of wages, the owner
tting two days’ and the keeper ono day’s milk.  Sometimes a female buffulo calf, aged 2 to 3 vears, is
ven to the owner. The calf must be one born during the time the man koZps the buffaloes.
kinghall into consideration, it may be fairly stated that bis monthly income does not exceed Rs. 3-12.
nonth, '

“ A Roweni, or woman employed in planting paddy, gets the produce of half a bigha of land for her
naneration. The woman does the work at intervals. The produce of half a bigha of land is about
naands, worth RRs. 4. A woman may thus be employed by four or five persons during the season, as.
3 only works at intervals, She works in her own field also. A Duani or reaper (r:ale or fem:ﬂe)
iployed in reaping paddy, gets about 4 maunds of paddy as above. Persons emploved in weeding
u paddy and sugarcane get paddy, about a maund, for the work. Generallv persons who have
rplus members in the family or are too poor, and have no lands sufficient to produce crops to maintain
i and their familios, seek for such work. The earnings made by theso labourers are not enouah to
unt:_nn !.hem. This kind of labour is only a source of their income, though itself it is not sufﬁ?:ient
maintain the labourer. :

“Generally young boys keep cows and young men keep buffaloes. Planting and reaping women
int or reap paddy as muchas they can daily. 'The contract is made for the season. Pe':)ple who
anot afford to do the work t-ht_amselves employ rowanis, duanis, &. In some places the owners have
» work ddne by others out of ench (affecticn). Bach helps his neighbour, taking only something in
> shape of jolpan. Mauzadars, mandals, gaonburas, and other influential men of the locality enjoy
s privilege. It is only in a few instances that paddy is borrowed, which is again repaid in scason or
mey value paid.” : °

.TlTa\,\foll‘gyving account is given by Rai Sharat Chandra Banerji Bahadur, Extra-
SSlStant%missioner ——

“Monthly Wages are an exception rather than the rule; when, however, labour is hired on the
mthly system, it is paid at from Re. 1 to Rs. 2 and Rs. 2-8 according to the age and strength
the labourer. A boy will get RRe. 1, an adult Rs, 2, and a strong man Rs. 2-8, besides food.

“If the arrangement is one for paying in kind, it consists of a share of the produce at harvest
ne. It may vary from 1-10th to 1-5th, according to the supposed value of the labour given,

“But the most usual arfangement is that whereby the labourer, who is usually a wan that has got
0 debt over a bad barvest, marriage expenses, sickness, or the like, takes an advance of sav from
. 20 to Rs. 100, and gives his labour to work this off : ’ ]

“An ablebodied man who takes a loan of Rs. 20 will have to work for 20 months before the
bt is paid off. He gets his food from the landowner in the meantime. This means that his labour
worth Re. 1 per month, besides the interest on the Rs. 20 lent,
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“If he borrows Rs. 40 ho is credited with 12 anuas per nonth, as the interest on the debt 18
arg . . . .
Lub(:rlf over Rs. 40 he will sometimes be credited almost nothing, and he has to work‘.m‘lm]n of
interest alone. His only hope of getting out of it lies in borrowing in another place on (;'”htl‘m‘ fttnrlrlllls
or on a bumper harvest, which we will suppose his brother, fug.her, or some.o.thcr }n'embv’r (11\ t_'n ua nily
is looking after all this while. If he has none such to help him, his condition differs little fro {
of a permanent bondsman.”

C e T . able. and
22. The variations in the systems of payment above duscribed are lln'niime;}‘lbk ane
depend generally on the circumstances which a cet eac
‘0. The two limiting species of under-
1 i ' o seutral iden is fixity
tenancy tenures are Chukani and Adhi. [n the former the central idea i y
4 - 1o in kind or cash, is settled as the amount of
(Chukana =settled). A fixed amount, cither in kind o b, ol ne U
the rent, generally this is in cash, and usually it1s .31mply t_nlel ‘u‘noun' 0 the Sovernment
revenue on the land. If the land is good the cultivator wi ] soxnchnr:\tebf‘ gree Lo give
more, but the lowest rent the leascholder can take 1s cllef'lf"l)t :'l\(ivl?lmt))ily Ot whiele b
ment revenue. Similarly, the highest rent which a cultivato o }h‘i(rhest fo wiich he
is bound to @ive on the Adhi tenure, i.e., half the produce. g
: o

js“lh tel) re occurs en the cu tivato b r ’
) ' ‘h ﬂﬂd carr th 11“](“01‘(1 S

i > i rator ] mmd to cut f.h esn, 1 -Y ] .

1 y ) i ‘Vh ¢ h X 1 l l PHIt génlel'ﬂ“y thls S])CCICS ()f tenul‘(} 18

3 1 ¢ lel‘d’S h()use- ) N ) S0 > 210 ¢
Sha(rl‘e '?f the grm]n ntgur;reth];r()}lmkani by the landlord’s 513?1){)’1;12 [t-h(i)o:]'ne l’qomthzg) ;‘}‘5
made to approach : Ia at 4 annas a bigha) o y g 1e

i ated at 4 ¢ : 2lwavs 48 or
e ctosltf;)f tl‘imSg)lfl‘l‘:z;f;gtlgi:'lec&s paid under the two systems is not always as great
apparent difterence oe

as it appears to be.

Under tenancy tenures.

. particular barga

syt ‘s are not uncommon amongst the members
93. In the Kdwrip district day labourers & i iy the usual daily pe

23. In the of large families. For cutting paddy the usual daily pay-
& R s . ( N

Payment for labour. ment 1s one seer of rice (md. two dhuns (about .8 or 9 scma‘)

bout 24 annas, a day For cathering mustard the daily payment is

of paddy, worth aof rice ;m] two scors of mustard, equivalent to about the same. Labour

ge“gl‘ally one Steer‘;wh is everywhere paid for cithcr by contract rates or at 4 annas a day
m cRRR A . . . \ IQ . ‘ ardoe a1e "1 .

b}l (xf)vernm‘q(mded under the Emigration Act (L. of mx_{) on atea-garden are paid all

Coolies not NS5 Re. 7 to Rs. 10 a month, according as they choose to do extra

-alley at from o
over the valley S ; snouch extra work to carn Rs. 20 in the month.
work or not. Sometimes a man will do enough ¢ .

Ti - pimum rate of wages fixed by law for imported tea-gavden coolies i3 lfn‘. -1) a l]ll‘(n)lv]t]l{"
e be earped by all who work regalarly and many by extra work earn double an

This can, s o unt. But some do not care to work regularly, and therefore earn lk‘Nﬁ than
treble_t]}lb e 4'[’1.'0bubl\'. therefore, the average earnings may be put down rougily ut
the mmllwlfmg‘.s a month. With the exception of the imported tea-garden cooh': and the
%:clgarl:: of Kamruap amli Darrang, t_here is no cluss of I""“{;cssi,m.lll‘(ll]l,;ﬂ,)(k)l;;‘ej"i n '.A\s;:mll.
All those who at the reaping or planting seasons tzt]ﬁu up job » Of; )-‘lt\lb-'fli‘l\l- .0\\‘1‘1 ;lm(

or belong to familics who have their own land.  Owing to idleness or thriftlessness, they

find themselves without suflicient rice, and they take the opportunity to acquire =ome,  Or -

else the family to which they bclung s numerous, and the aid 0(‘ all its 1!1(31111)01‘3 is not
required for its own cultivation.  Some are therefore sent out to work for hive.

94. As a general rule, the only holders of land in Assam wiw carry out any ur(;;
) provements whatever are the tea-planters. By them road
fuprovenents are made, jungle cleared, machinery introduced, gr;d rnnrlm-f
gration encouraged. Their presence has aised prices e)nornmusly 1.3 ‘hs’its an'of:mé(ritoy
the producer, and many a village in the valley of the }:mhmaputrz‘n éw?ho ‘té-x- kll:mter
to the vicinity of a tea-garden and 1its cooh‘es. But, cxch‘uln)g ' Jeme.ntpof - y
there is no cultivator in Assam who ever carries out a material 1m1)1?V S)metimeg’
kind. In the first place, the people get everything they wunt from the luxlf‘: ) {Erom nes,
when its fertility is exhuusted, they migrate clsewhere. It 18 unneul;bd Yd L wolls
point of view to effect any improvements at all. Rivers and poolsa og:d z:.::{(ce lle
are not required. The rainfall never fails, and there is no irrigation n(i? o ‘trela g
a few submontane villages, where narrow channels have been led from t 1e Sare g
No- advances for land improvement are ever made by Government, and none
required.

’ . . . : = ] and 1f there
25. There is no such thing as an average price of land in Assam,

were there are no statistics from which it could be ‘5’0“1{‘:‘:
out. 'The value varies enormously, from Rs. }30(1) I:,?er Tf?nd
an acre in the neighbourbood of a town to nil in the riparian mauzas. ”.[l)f(lr tv]'?l ut ‘ ,’”; ere
is frequently occupied only for s time, and has thereforg no se t{ ' rilc os (;btuine d,
are no annual returns of any kind which shovy the areas S?l,d Ogh. lanf Sarma Barua
but the following statement is given on the authority of Rai Gunabhir ¢

Price of 1and.
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Bahadur, Extra-Assistant-Commissioner, who states that he obtained them from Civil
Court and Registration Office registers in Nowgong: -—

‘ ! Taxed area in bighas.
i '
Year. | Rind, | Pri
! ! Basti. | Rupit. | Faringati.| Total. nee:
. |
l ' Re. As, P.
Civil Court decrees in Nowgong ... |1886 ... | Revenue pay-| 14 | 142 | 53 | 209 ' 562 12 0
ing.
1887 ... | Ditt o 230
0 | 8L 1 £ 11 291 40
Fee-simple. 1 ... | ... (e 473
By private parties. ....ooo coennn L l 1836 ... Revenue pay-/ 93 l 490 | 134 717 ’ 3732(1) 8 g
; ing.
11887 ... | Ditto 63 216 200 479
| Feesimple ... | ... | ... | ... 1,497 12
‘ Other tepures. | .o | seveen | L ]:972 o800

Rai Sharat Chandra Banerji Bahadur estimates the value of land as follows:—
“ Basti land in villages near towns will sell for Rs. 15 per acro.
for Rs. 6 or Rs. 3 an acre.

“ Bupit land of good quality will fetch Rs. 15 an acre, of average quality Rs. 6 an acre, of inferior
quality Re. 1-8 an acre. . .

“ Faringati land is hardly ever sold, but when there is com
revenue, is the usual price,”

26. The trading community consists of Europeans, Bengali shopkeepers chiefly
from Dacca, and Marwari merchants. The last mentioned
1s the most numerous and inflnential clas<, with the exception
of course of the tea-planters. In addition, a few native-born Assamese are takin
to trade, bab-the numbers are smallas vet. The trade is almost entively with the Province
of Be,ng".‘l’ a_nd annually wmounts i value to between 670 and 700 likhs of rupees, A
very insignificant amonn: of traffic is carried on with the neiohbourine border tribes the
total value rarely reaching 10 lakhs. K ) ’

In other villages it will go
petition, Re. 1-8 per acre, or one year’s

Trade.

The Mar_\val-i traders, or Kavas as they arc more generally called. are to be found in
almost every important village.  They keep supplies of solt. cotton twist and piece-goods
brass vessels, undrained suzar, &c., and exchange these commodities Tor money bm?moré
generally for paddy, rice, mustard, sill: cocoons. silk thread and silk clotl. Whe,n required
they make advances to the cultivators, and the rite of interest charged is usuallv one snna
Per rupee per month, or 75 per cent. But there advances are b\ no means ébmmon. as
the Assamese prefer apparently to borrow from cach other.  In <omne ca-es in Februar

R : . TR v y
and March the I\ayqs are indebted to the caltivators,  “Those of the latter who arow mustard
are not always willing to ace :

i : _ accept tae then market price offered by the Kaya, and prefer to
wait ti 'ltlhc rise of the rivers enables the Bengali hoats to come un, hoping that a better
price wi ththen be obtained. The mustard is in such cases stored for sufety in the Kaya’s
granary, the amount being credited to the cultivator until the price is finally {

) : ted to t ) s finally fixed and
transaction closed. K ' l Y the
The Marwaris are an energetic_and enterprisiny race. They do not mix with
the Assamese except for purposes of trade. They bring their families with them to
Assam, bnt send their clildren back to their native villages to be educated. ~Every
few years also they visit their howes, much as Kuropeans do, o

27. The incidental and collateral sources of income possessed by the Assamese
Colletutal conter of tacome are mertioned in some detail in th: Examples in Appendix

. C. It is necessary, however, to group them together, so

as to give a clear general idea of what they are. The followine list includes almost all
these sources of income, but it must be remembered tliat all are f?wely possessed by any
one family. Some families, for instance, grow eri silk, dome muga. ~Some families live
close t6 a market or i the vicinity of a tea-garden. and have a r?:ady sale for their sur-
plus live stock and wepgetables. Some are close to a Government road, and are not
pregluded by social prejudices from working for Government, and so on. It is very rare
to tind a family to whom all these collateral sources of income are open. It must also be
borne in mind that an Assamese strongly dislikes to leave the neighbourhood of his
home. Almost the only class who can be induced to micrate in search of work are the
Kacharis. They can be sometimes induced by recruiters to go from Lower to Upper
Assam to work on road or other contract jobs. They get an advance, generally in
October, which enables them to pay the revenue that may be due, and then séart for the
scene of their labour. They can usually earn Rs. 7 to s, 10 a month. They generally
return, when it is necessary todook after their cultivation, in March or Api'rﬂ. Other
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. . " o heir
Assamese, if they take work at all, will only do so in the neichbourhood of ¢
hemes. *

' ; i ‘¢ ; » former,
1) Sale of wilk and ghi.— Hindus and  Mahomedans use an(\l ;cl‘ly ltrlllecn e,
\ . . . . R . sot. A ]t {
The latter is hardly cver made or used by the A)aaamese _r)();"' e e ’huﬂ“ulo
“Doihars,” make chi in the neighbourhood of Barpeta i Ramrup  tron puftalo
i ’ ts of the Lakhimpur district some Nepalese have settled down with t
milk. In parts of the Lakhinpuar dis . ' e o e e
: . : s of buffaloes. They are chicfly in the neighbourhood of t
ohject of rearing herds of bufluloes. ey & . | neigbour e
: ] l ibrucarh. and supply that station with milk, butter, and ght
e O lar e ~Uhl ) ‘ ity ncar Nowgong But these are
or 1S 4 sirilar stnaller  commun Y st > kS A
Thele”m a sinila .buL m“Ch~ av Lo broadly said that milk and its products
insienificant  exceptions, ard it may  be broadl TR 4 Fa
1 relv sold by the Assamese. - The breed of cattle, too, 1s a m ( ” ‘] ) e
are rarely » he Assamese. , R ones
r?- o to causes anentioned above. A cow @iving b.xlf ‘a seer ]vo'.x.n :'“\mye \
m\m',,] ol ‘1"‘“.‘)' wood ong.  The Kacharis and Lalungs regard milk as an excrement,
considered a farly ¢ 2 :
s use 1t dqreumstances. . ) ] o
and never e lt~,“nd:' p(rl-lz'lys‘i(//“lf—'l‘his is the produce of the worm I’Itz[«;.c(zzz)zrlr_ lu‘iltfzuz,
] (2) [.’eall'l,’/} ({ :‘\<l(')x‘-().il plant.  Small patches of this plant are to be founc 03
which feads on EK N Z't ad, more especially in Lower Assam. l}uchm‘xs, Lalung..\-, an
almost every ryot’s l}mnta e-l S o ille in the Nowgong district) arc the principal
Mikirs {the latter from the 1: : b ool it s spun, and a coarse, tough, uneven
: : dlk  canno } reeie s F I ‘ )
growers.  As the 'l‘M!E\‘ lls at about Rs. 5 a scer, and is I:ug(‘)]} bought up‘by the
thread produced. his 8¢ '1 1 border tribes.  The women of the .hmnly ‘geneljally
Bhutias, Tibetans, und gt }the (;lldl;ri!)" quality of these is much prized. Sometimes
] i = i : e . "~ . . e N .
weave It Into ClOt‘hﬁ nr:nd every Kaya 1In the eri-rearing tracts s surc to have a
these cloths 272 hln( " formed by buying up odd ecloths from time to time, Some-
U T as . . X ) YR .
supply which he~ rlx‘:'o sold.  These are nearly always empty, thf, Chl_\f%qllld(b hav ing
times. the cocgons ;mke a curry, of which Kacharis are very fond. lho. extraction
been extracte ]rin‘no way injures the cocoon, which 1s meant, not f{or ro)e]mg,
Sk \ ae 3 . .
of The Cbr}liqn]«r The cocoons are bought by the Kavas at prices ‘ranging f.mm .l..\_ 95
but forgén:]:n.“%d About 3,200 cmnty cocoons go to a scer. I'he price varies with the
O o;ne beine a brick red und some a creamy white. Noone can say from the appear-
. I3 ¢ ] ] ' i Ty ront
(,olom‘,f the worm what the colonr of the cocoon will be.  The red arc less \alrlulcd t}latll
) al ) , ) X . . ‘ K he
;’:}r:cewc])ite and the proportion of red to white venerally d(‘cermml(*a tlhlg price. 1; (;)i(;::;
° ’ : ar The picces vary comsiderably 1n size. 2
i » the piece, not by the vard. e pleces 3 siderabl '
is sold by the | ’ } al Rs. 10.  There arc no statistics to show the produce
8 feet by 4 feet would cost a )Qllxtl s. 10. }
in ert silk of an acre of castor-oit plants. N -
e Rearing o muga silk.—This is the produce of the worm known ixs .Ai%t/z lela.
ich feeds he sum (Machius odoratissima) and the sualu. It is largely
A e ot distr ‘ Brahmaputra, where nataral
rown in the Lakhimpur district on the north bank of the Brahimaj ra, \ e nat !
% ests of sum-trees exist. It isalso largely grownin the sadr and Jo_rhur,,s/n »-divizions o1
§%/imr :lfouﬁd Jagi in Nowgong, and near Palasbari and Nalbari in Kamrip. 1In al
t}l MT t’;e(r places rheb sum-trees have been planted.  The cocoon 13 recled, not spun, an(;i
orfon ¢ remain unpieree ice i  about Rs. 2 per thousan
i it remal creed.  The price is generally about Ks. 2 j housand.
therefore 1t must remain unpierced. g \ b = ber clonsang
seer o square vard of the cloth usually costs ale s. 2.
The thread costs Rs. 10 a seer.  Une square 3 the \ : LR
r IV al s . LTAYSY . lan-
\ ik is dark ¢ "hen the worm is fed on the mezankuri tree (Tetran:
e colour of the silk is dark amber. When the _ . (Lctran-
;lhl:»r'l polyantha, Linn.) the silk produced is light grey in colour and ix called muz(xin:xhlg;le
A it It ST, ) . N 3, as . f['(_)”l \()\\’UOH(" an
Cocoons are largely brought to the I}el;IhbotllhOud of 1 alé ll):mtt (“Ucoo{;ls o ported
reeled. The thread is there sold to Kdyus. who expox;tlto_ aleu :Ll o TS an ncre.
31 T 8 £ b is assesse .
from Sibsdgar, The sum-trees grow on land wh;u is .:},cr ol e thread, cloth,
There are no figures to show the produce of an acre of sum eith
or coin. -hosc species has ‘not
. . R . i we W OS p ’
(4)  Rearing of pat silk—-This is the.é)rod.uciz Orfh{;,‘iﬁ;nb/jn’z’voltint’ Nl ooline
been exactly determined. It is probably identical wit wGhe large pat) which
f Bengal. Il are two varieties, one called Borps ge P C
e Ted | l"tl t). which gives about 6 or 1 broods in
is Uniroltine, and one called Horupat (the 15 le pa )l, vhich 8T te rarcly grown except
the year. The silk is a fine creamy white an 1s’:i1uc1 1\1-1i o division of Darrang.  The
in the Jorhdt sub-division of Sibsigar and the lTa}?ga (lLue o Somctinaes four
silk is of no commercial importance whatever. The va bl Somotimen . source 0
i i. It isso rare that, though it is undoubtedly
times that of eri. It 1s 80 rarc that, g " the resources of the ordinary ryot.
income, it can hardly be said to bg ‘mclugled amongs ¢ O O e o for Tabour in
() Work in tea gardens.—There 1s sca:ice'lybzm:.ll)l'or o b et o local sources.
tea-gardens, and in Lower Assam this demand 13 bel g argey m ually increasing
Cachari Rabhas, G4 and Mikirs arc to be found in gra ner
Kacharis, Lalungs, Rabhas, Garos, . O division o
| , - i M. f the gardens in the Mangaldat. !
B ot ore v Iebour whatever, 0Tl fi & Kémrip are manned almost entirely by
Darrang import no labour whatever. 1c few 1n Ramrup are manne L akhimpur that
local coolies.  So are many in Nowgong. It is chiefly in Sibsaga

double as high.
stations in the Brahmaputrs Valley.

selling fish. Doms, or professional fisl

(1) .

foreign labour has to be imported.  Fhe pay that an Assamese (Kachari) coolie can carn on
8 tea-aarden varies from Rs. 7 to Rs. 10, according to whether he does extra work or not,
Besides those who have regularly taken to working all the vear round on gardens,
there are a very large number ‘who work for a few months in order to make up some
requisite sum of money.  They work gencrally from the end of the rice-planting  season
in July or August till the harvest begius, in November. but those who can arrange to
have their crops eathered frequently remain on till the planting begins again. It is to
these that this species of employment affords an additional source of income.

(6) Work on roads —This Leing work for Government is cencrally considered bencath
the dignity of the Hindn or Mubammadan Assamese, But aboriginal t
villages GGovernment roads run can be easily induced to take up road w
paid are gencrally 4 annas a day or Rs, 7-% a month.
available than there are labourers to do it.

(7)  Rubber-cutting ~-This is an auxiliary source of income, to which recourse is
not very largely had.  Nevertheless, during the cold-weather months, when field work is
light, the ryots near a rubber makdl enguee to cut rubber for the
maund, which varies from 1i=. 30 to Rs. 50.

(8Y  Work for Nayas.—The Kavas find ne difficulty in obtaining local labour eiiher

Jor transporting their goods or for their honsehold necessities.  No degradation appears
to be involved in working for them, Duaring the latter half of the cold weather, January,
February, and March, considerable numbers of Kacharis cross over from Davrang to the
chapari mauzas of Nowgong and get emplovinent there from the Kavas ax porters. They,
are employed to bring mustard from the vyots’ threshing-floors to the Kuya's granaries.
During the rains many cultivators, besides professional watermen like the Doms, hire
themsclves out with their boats for rhe transport of gonds from one place 1o another,
Transport is always casiest during the rains, owing to the very large number of ereeks and
channels which cover the conntry then with a network of watercoursoes. Many villages
which are only accessible during other parts of the year by jungle tracks, are casily reached

ribes near whose
ork. The rates
There is rork rall
vere 1s more work generally

lessec at a fixed rate per

when all the rivers are in floowd.

(+)  Cutting thatehing-grass and firewood.—Desides the amounts required for their
own hous_ehold requirements, larce qu:;ntinies of thatching-erass are cut and birought to
the more important stations lor saje daring the cold weuther, ‘
Forest Department for the right to cut this grass, whether for sale or home consumption.
Tt is sold in the eold weather at prices varving slichtly ahove and below s 5 per 1,000
bundles, each bundte being + to 6 inches in dimneter.  In the same way firewood ix sold in
all station bizirs. No charge is made’by the Forest Department for <mall (fnantities, nor
is there any cheek on the amount a wan may bring in. except when very laree qiiantities
are collected in the cold weather to be stored against the rains.  In the latter case time
licenses are wold at Re. L a month, or I1s. 9 o vear, and there is no limit to quantity-.
~ (19) DBreeding live <tock.~=Almost every Assumese houschold keeps a sapply of
live animals,  Ducks. gouts. and pigeons are nniversally bred by all classes.  Fowls are
kept by Kachiaris, Lalungs, Rablas, Mikivs, &c.. by all but Hindus in fact. Pigs are
kept by the above and other aboriginal tribes and by any hillmen who have settled in the

plaiis. Most families have cows also, but the milk is not used by all the races which
1nhabit the valley,

Kacharis and Lalungs will not dvink itatall, Goats are used mainly
for food and sacrifice.  The milk is considered bad flavonred in general, but it is sometimes
taken xx?efilcnxa]ly Muhaunmadans frequently celd the male younyg ones and fatten them
up for food.  Female buffaloes are occusionul[Ly kkept by men nosn professional breeders,
but they are not very common except in particularly” well-te-do families. Lgus, both
ducks’ and fowls’, are also frequently sold.  Almost all the above cominodities change
hands at the weekly or bi-weekly village markets held all over the Province. The
ordinary prices at which the above unimals are sold are given below: -~

No charge is made by the

1

Pigeon <. Lanna,

Duck oo 4 annas to.6 annas.

Kid... . .- .. 1 rupee to 2 rupees

Full grown female goat . oo 3 rupees to 4 rupees,

Gelt mule goat, fattened ver 4, tod |,

F)'gwl vo 2 as. 6 p. to 4 annas,

{)lg.‘.. <o 3 rupees to 5 rupees,
ce! . '

1“(5:\5 eros, 3 for . e 1 pree. -

Fowlg’ egus, 2 for 1

M; 5aty & L e . o

Milk per seer ., <o 2 anmas,

These prices obtain in Lower Assam only. In Upper Assam they are sometimes
Dibrugarh is probably the dearest and Mangaldai the “cheapest of the
N .

(11) Catching fish.—Many “cultivators supplement their income by catching and
iermen, are not relerred to above, as these



‘ | (12 )

men take leases of rivers and bils, and make a regular busmcs§ Ofﬂﬁah\l?i;v.lggz
there are a large number of wmall rivers, bils, and pools, all ()1\101' ) »;(‘;\d Jovinee
which are not let on leases, and these are recularly and garc{'u y .15 xl,l oy e
is not very generally used in these sma 1& 1((: 110‘11,-
except the round kind, which is thrown by onc man {1‘.0.1‘11 f?b(l)‘lt,“ ln(\d t'll\rc tllllltzllo‘ldlts
one, whicll u .ani carries mio the water and  lets down .‘:11(”.“ 'Id'bi;r (‘){‘; ey,
Both thes: tets liwve very ot aeshes, The tra = need wre cenerally @
cane, an:l are noarly alwava ol the following kinds: . . o
| (i) Sore.~—Thisis u funnel-shaped cage of b‘;unbuo, w.th 1.11'c ]n‘afm\; Sx:rc o:;:d
‘ It iy ¢lueed, nouth up streai, below .\::mll‘rli\fx ets o \\.‘L er, al
i Only very small fisaare coueht in this.
} aroboo splinters closad at one

surronnding villagers.  The net

examined vioht and niorning. iy v
S Copat— 1 1ts e o ctoar-sha,od cage ol thin bhao : :
(i S ! Hm‘ M "ﬂhl((l with an entraice hole »o cadded with pointed
Cild,  antt dudsied ] g @it >0 o 2 ‘1‘
»eees of bamboo that any fish which enter fdl to wet out. Til, is also
» ' o ’ ! LIS . N 1.' r (3 "y
Dleeed where  mall rivoiers of wutee sre fonnl or .uniu.ml.l) made.
D s -' " bamb 0 trinneular sides, and  four
(iil.) Jakoi. —A foueshled  caxe  of bamboo with trldda L fom
‘ cquidisian! points, one side left open, i(ln‘ the ePtltall?cn(:) Thi;
’ ) ) i M 1 - ) - ) . 3
and furnisbed at one pont with a short pole “_H]), (c_e ﬂ01 m--t‘}‘ s
‘in'l“k\m(-m is wed mainly by woinen, and  mostly or“vn, .L.)i(,utg]o
o “ﬁQ'n which  burrow in mud. I'he .o[»oil"ato‘x. \gah s &?ﬂ? thz
tes and puts her jako suddenly down in front ob i "] 1
wates, ap 4 She then tramples  up e mud  with her
H o cheltor | 1als
It A when she tnagines a fish tas taken shelter in l}he jakot,
EYEY a1 F 1 - z . K . o .
eet, & y O The water escapes through the plaiting of the cane or
QLSCA L0 FeL. J e . e ‘ . . ol . .
o oo he fish, if any, remiin. Ihe latterare taken out, put into
bamhoo, and the Hes | AL : s walst, and the operation
rrow-neeked  basket, at the fisherwvoman’s walst, and e opett
4 npurrow-necked basket, S e
roncaied. & long liae of women may thus be seen fisianz inoa bl It
epeaied. o . . “v t oo g sy yere
is an operation coldom carried out :ione, fi the larger the number of
’ l" : ) ‘ ‘ M R LrAYY 29 -
teampic up the mued, the oreater the number of fish

open e towards  her

[iersous there i+ to
1
caurit. . ‘ . .
i Poliu—This i a hollow cone made of split bamboo with anopening at the
(w.) olit.—11h:s 1 \ . S {t s vsed mostly by men.
Wit enensh to admit a man’s armeJEas sed mostly: Dy ]
; 1 Dot Yo owalor, o
T he oncraior woeikos with the pollu i 5o wder ‘n'ul i,zo?‘l«a ILl powtx;
in “ont of hiin with the broad purt v the cone helow, T l(l;n 1gﬂp'u
Lund for any 0 : { thin.
Lis hand through the top, and feels wlout for any fish thint may be wi e
IR il - S . ~" “ - .. . t..‘ in(,'. t ls
Desides (he use oi tiese traps, Lie foliowing is @ ver. comeion Wiy of ‘\h:L TR
v b . LA N (28] P o 1 N . 1.‘ l :l(‘
adopted in Ue cold wenther, anconly an small pools.  The aren ai tae /00 '1:hn ude Into
smu‘li Qivisions by low mua boundaries, a e above the level of the water. l he w: ] g
i © Wi sniature jakors, and
then laboriousiy lwiled from one divisio. into another with miniuture Jakois, and as
HVisk ety o turn, the fish are caught. ‘
each division becoines cmpty o tar, i . o
Kacharis, Lalupos and Mivis are all pccu]x:nly clever in the pracii the above
aris, Lalungs

GpPex,

methods of catenng ity 7 e )
(12) Hc';.z'z'm;f/xz;.v.e’.—‘-f‘\hn\j of the Assamesc, cspeciaily tacoaris, .,‘nlungaf, }and
Mikirs, s lement their ordinary meal s by shocitegor starin g deer. Someo them
frive 10+ i L onfowl. aocse, wiid idonikan, Dot their mam
contrive 1o »~h00t 6 snare Wiia ducks, - cafowl, gecse, ub: ikan. :
ce o i 5 11 « Cons-lerable rumbeis of these, female and
gource . income from game conmies from decr. QNS i : L ,1 , N amp-
. l - i i el . . . 1 v <
male alike, ace killed dusing the eold weatzer, when (he grass o3 10\\.‘ the ]‘:r;_Jcr
3 ! o, R o : Cdeer i i) . . 5. .
deer is worth about fis. 25, wod even the small hoy-decr will fetenr s 4 t(«)l ;t > pardly
(13) Weaving.— very househoid in Assam hus its own loom, .mlc romises 18
possif)lc to find o woman who cannot weave. ‘The silk grown on th

. fealich s otton thread
. e — ~ 1 CroCurs bl(:. ann‘h,h qpun co
generally uscd, but in add tion, or when this 1s not jrocura al holm(r e, all these

is Louglit und wade into dlwiies, pagris, &e. When not requir l ii.’ o atra Valley is
cloths are made for sale. Much of the cotton cloth scen i ihe )11; e owever,
English, but there is till a fuir proportion of the native-made :erlzr ‘silk 'n: SO!';lO bt of
everything is of lo:al manutacture. Almost all well-to-do men ‘l‘\e‘clothin“ e e
their attive, whercas with respectable women.z:]lmo;wt the “ilf::i;w O 2 T for their
ial. There 3 <tition avainst married women weariig SO0 or the
malerh . etra Lavge.crt cloths, very thick d heawvy, and called Bor Kapors (lit. large
lower garments.  Large eri cloths, very thick and heavy, e etior. Tt ie vare o
clothsj, ave very gencraily used instead of blankets during the €0 { :
> est coolie without of these. . .
gee the poorest coolie v M_mu» one of thes temand for tocally-woven o, and &
un the whole, therefore, thiere 1s a very large ]em:’} o R o O eeam.
ready mcans of making a little money is in the hands of (imo= eve :)v zoll)naGos‘uin:' -
(14) Religious fees.—A considerable jortion of the mcom(; 3 w]\c . ‘yg O s on
mins, priests “&e., in Assam is derived from fees paid by ther (mlp,c"b\‘xte L others o
 casion of marriages, Ceaths, religious festivals, &c. Sometimes the tri g
the occasion of marriages, s, relig

( 13 )

kind, sometimes in cash. An interesting note on this subject will be found in Appendix E.
' (15) Manufactures,—A considerable number of cultivators carry on a regular trade
in the intervals of their agricultural operations. There is a caste of Muhammadens called
Morias, who are braziers by profession; they are all ‘almost without exception cultivators
too. All the goldsmiths and ivory carvers of Jorhdt hold land and grow some of their
food. The wealthiest goldsmith in Barpeta (a place celebrated for its jewellery) is a large
landholder. Many cultivators make mats and baskets for sale. Some have taken to iron
work, and forge daos and small betel-cutting knives. Many are potters and eke out their
cultivation by the sale of tekelis, kalsis, &c.

(16) Growing lac.—Lac is grown by many cultivators, who sometimes take up a
piece of faringati land simply for the lac trees growing on it. The cultivation does not
give much trouble, or involves much expense, and is a very convenient means of adding
to income.

(17) Miscellaneous.-~Besides the above more or less recognised means of adding to
their incomes, there are a few others which are available at intervals. Thus, those who
live by rivers frequently collect drift wood, and sell it in the r.earest market. Others at
the proper season go out into the Government waste and collect long pepper. This
commodity fetches from Rs. 45 to Rs. 60 a maund. About 175 maunds are annually
sold in the bazar at Rangia, about 20 miles north of Gauh4ti. Various kinds of vege-
tables are also to be bought in the local markets, and these are the produce of the cul-
tivators’ garden lands. The sorts most commonly sold are the beans known as Urohi and
Bengali Mah. The women of the pcorer classes, who have little rupit land of their own, are
largely employed by the wealthier cultivators in transplanting paddy. In Kdmrip the
boys and young men of a village earn something almost every year by turning cane mills.
Larger cultivators regularly employ their poorer neighbours in cutting paddy, and some-
times in ploughing. The women of the Dom caste collect whelk shells, and make the
lime which is so largely eaten with betel-nut and pan. Most men can obtain employment,
if they wish, in repairing houses, making ropes, cutting building materials, &ec.

28. Amongst other results of British rule affecting the economic condition of the

Rise in prices people to a very large extent has been therise in the prices

: o of local produce which has taken place to a marked

extent within the last thirty years, Complete statistics for the whole of this time are not

available, but the following two statements have been compiled from the volume of Prices
and Wages in India published by the Department of Finance and Comm erce:—-

STATEMENT  1.= Quantity sold per rupee in seers and decimais of a seer of 80 tolaks.
AVERAGE ANNUAL PRICES.

Percentage of increase
1861, 1884. or deCrease in quantity.
\ Increase. \ Decrease.
. SYIREt ceerrvreruresonciiens sonevarercnran 3266 1565 5210
R]ce, : CACRAT vvereene soents vavainsonsronsssoansanse 49-89 14:55 Cesesraes 70-81
Common Goélgzira 27-99 12:56 ceeeee o - 5512
I:ukhlmpur cererns 14:93 11-41 cevesses. |- 2357
, '(bylhet ieteregensnns terseerenntiineasnannnes 11-19 13 62 2171
Wheat ... < 8’1(;11131‘ 907 10°79 18:96
} Goalpara....iiiii e, 32:66 17-44 crereeres 87-27
LLakhimpur ..ooovverinininiinniannnne 1119 912 2269
b‘ylhet ..... Crereve aeeaen crreestrararaanas . 9-00 12-36 37-33
Salt (ﬂc'hax".. 7:29 10:85 4883
Goalpam 9:00 12:16 3511
Lakhimpur «ocoveiriiiiiiiininnnnnininnn. 55 912 6581 e eenes
STATEMENT 2.— Average Monthly Wages.
. Percentage of increase
! 1873. 1884, or decrease.
| Increase. ] Decrease.

Solhet Rs, z}]s. P | Rs. As. P.
. i ylhet covrvinerrenneiisseniiinnniins | 8 0 7 00 12:50
Able-bodied agri- } Cachar....c.ceeeverriceccriinnnene | 4 0 0] 5 00 25-00
cultural labourers. § Goglpara......ccoovvsevenvenenn | 412 0 6 8 0| 3684
linakhimpur............... weeeel 9 6 0111 8 O 9266
< Sylhet ivo.vvvsrreneerevercesnans| 5 8 0 6 8 0 18-18
Syce or horse- Cachar.vuuee,iierieieerienreennea | 7 0 01 7 8 0 714
keeper. Godlpara.........covvevvcrcnneen | 612 0| 8 8 0] 2592
I:akhunpur........................ 8§ 0 0112 8 0 5625 |
Common mason. { SYHeb-rerveniiiiiicniiicerneneaes [ 10 0 0121 0 0] 11000
carpenter, or ) Lachal:. 15 0 017 8 O 16 66
blacksmith, - go]::{]}?ara............................ 15 0 018 8 0 23-33
a !‘mpnr....‘...........Q..'.... 17 8 0 21 0 O 20'00
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i i '] nges
For the sake of comparison, four more statements are given below s}]m\\ ing thre c(}:? ged
that have occurred in prices in the district of Nowg(‘mg during the Ynlncmo tyercd o
Gunabhiram Sarma Barua Bahadur, Extra-Assistant-Commissioner, who ¢n
subordinate executive service in 1859: —

STATEMENT 3.

l Quantities obtainable for one rupee.
! ——
Name of article. :’ . -
‘ 1857-58. 1867-68. ! 1877-78. 1887-88.
|
; | . ﬂ
| Mds. S. C. | Mds. S. €. | Mds. 8. C. | Mds. 8. C.
T | i
D p 0 0
..... ‘ 330 0 13 0 1 20 O ’ 1
Pgdd)'--........ A 65 0 S (0) %; 8
Rice (common) ..o .eee e TR 05 o oz ‘
Rice (White) veceeervanscroces oo eevetreareanis e Y 0 ol 030 b s
i SOY  tieesssssisesns mesecsesere 03 0 l 2 1 )
Mugkalai (a pulse) oo e e o Lo 050 0 0 Iy ’
Mat1 |, (dxt?o ) e Rt Lo 030 o 0 2:) (
Kasari (a pulse).cceeenenanicnenaces eeriens - 03 0 0 30 0 0 20 0 0) SN
Mustard-seed coeeveconeenes \ o8 0 1(} 0 o lq 0 :) ? 8
Cotton (uncleaned) ...... rereesesanrans oo 0 G 08 0 ;
Shell lac..... '1 S 07 0 s 0 81.1. (:
Stick* lac ) e 030 0 o 2: ? 3 2‘1). (: 0 11 (8
Til (sesamumn) ....: e Lo o 0 2 0 8
Eri(cocoons (pierced) e 0 008 00 7T 0 0 7 v ?) !
Eri thrond wovessssrseeessssnsssssesnesseress Lo o0 4 00 B 00 2 :)) 0 1:)'
Muga thread corereseesiesmseenees e T N R
Oil* (mustal‘d) ........................ 0O 2 0 0Ot 3 ] 0 1 4 l { <o
Glilvnereeneerrseensiorsneusseosnenss ......... 020 U 01 0 012 0 | 0 § 0
Gur (molasses) serseerrrroee o 7T © 0 2 0 IS 0o
Sugar® (refined) eooonrnieirrisnsiee 0 50 016 0| o1 o0 ;
L I e I 0e o ; o t NN
Milk ... . P o it 01 0
JUEE  crvrrrersieniirrinasiisenaanenss ieetiees s 02 0B ‘ o oY
TSI vveevnvesernenensanararasesaresnaisnocscacans )
¢ These articles alone have fullen in price
STATEMENT 4.
| Prices of single articles.
Name — T Ty g T ;
S 1857-58. } 1867-638. 1877-78. I 18%7-88.
! —
Rs. As. P.| Rs. Ae. P Rs. As. P.| Rs. As. P.
- 0o 0 10 0 0
i y 5 0 0 7 0 0 8 0 12 0 0
Muga dhotl  sevverae ereriennredioasianiianes 00 Lo 20 ?
Eri”Borkapor (large cloth) ...ecoveniians ; 00 1; 00 1% (8) 3 I i 8 8
id e e ceerreeet et e . ‘ ‘
%L':i (celt male goat) coceereiinniciiaiiiie 1 838 0 2 U g 1 40 w0 0
lch H0L wernrsseerrsries SRR 0 8 0 012 0 L 0o
Milch goat ..o v eenarnns 30 0 | 400, 508408
Milah cov lk ....... erreisieresreniaaees 5 0 0 5 00 0 0 0 0 0 0
Plough bn.l ock voveens o 40 0 0 50 0 0 000 (4 b
Milch buﬁalo.... ........................ . 12 0 0 16 0 0 2.1) - 0
Male it woeee o 012 0 | 120 1800 20
IC{(;:tor} c(l?;tlb ................. e Lo 1| g 0 L5 0 s 40
ania cloth .oeve covennes o cene vees
Cotton Riha* or Meklat ..... ... crensnenens é (0) 8 £ 00 80 0 18 8 8
gl;gnsélk Riha or mekla ..oceene ....:" 200 v N ’) ..... o g) 0 0
al Post .reeveceriiiarininiinnies o - 110 0 | e . o 2
OpilID POT SCET «eevsantarasrnsessnrsisaneiens |

d breast.
L worn by womeo over the head an
* Ribasgeart 1 Mekla=petticoet.
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STATEMENT 5.
( Number obtained for one rupee.
l
Name of articles. |
1857-58.} 1867-78.|1877-78.| 1887-88,
| |
No. No. No. No.
Ducks . 14 8 6 3
Pigeons . 32 18 10 8
Fowls 16 8 6 3
Eggs we i 500 300 120 70
Betel-nuts ... w1 1,280 | 1,000 840 840
Mats .- 25 16 12 9
Pati (cane mat) . 8 6 5 3
Kalti (sola mat) . 7 5 4 3
Gamcha .. 12 8 8 8
Bamboos (long and thick) . 70 50 30 16
" Oranges . . 100 70 50 40
Grass (bundles) “ . 800 600 300 200
Ekra (reeds in buundles) . . 60 48 40 16
Canes (bundles) . 100 50 40 25
STATEMENT 6.
Monthly pay of
Post.
1857.58. | 1867-68. | 1877-78. | 1887-88.
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.
Khansamah.....coovvvviniis vivinniiinieniniinninsinnnen. .. 6 8 9 10
Khidmatgar ..... oo enven ettt eca e, 5 7 7 8
Paniwalla (water-carrier) ........ Ceeestetteiiiisre ., 3 4 5 6
Sweeper ..... ....... veessrerenen chsebieritetiiey cireniagaae 3 4 5 5
) 4 5 6 6
Burkandaz (overseer).....c.cevveninirerevrnunnnnnn... 3 6 7 7
Lowest Police tnubarrir.....ccuue........ 6 9 9 8
Sheristadar cooieeuusiierunnenieerraeersenrensense onns cenreee | 50 60 150
Peshkar ..o.couennn...., Ceisresencussnirniiennnte cererireenes .1 30 . 60
School pandit cviivuvee vvrraeesreereenserereerenrer i 7 . 15
Munsif.-....-...-----.................. ..... sevees Si1se ciie wasn 80 .e see 200 to 600
Vernacular clerk or muharrir (lowest pay) ... scesnee 6 . 25
An English clerk (lowest pay).......couuiin....... v | 15 20
A native servant (oxcluding food and clothes) ......... 0-8 1 1- 2
C00lI0 1vuiinetniiienrons tiveeranienninrnrnrnerenn.eernsrones 1-14 2-13 5-10 7-8

- Statements 1 and 2 are based on definite statistics w
overnment. of India, and show for 3 articles and 3 classes o

2ave taken place in prices and wages., The remaining four have been compiled from
information obtained from old and respect

are probab]
Barua B

statements indicg
The quantity of ¢

has naturally got cheaper
improved. The wages of

y as reliable as the two
ahadur is one of the most trust
Assam, and the information he supplies

pee in the Brahma
y.nearly 40 per cent., accordin
heat*® by over 53 per cent.

Rai

hich were prepared by the
t servants the changes that

able Kayas and other traders of Nowgong, and
that precede them.

Gunabhiram Sarma

worthy of the Extra-Assistant-Commissioners of

may be accepted as fairly accurate. All the above
te very clearly the nature of the rise in prices that has taken place.
ommon rice obtainable for a ru

according to Statement |, b

putra Valley has fallen,
cent.; the quantity of w

gto Statement3 by over 60 per

Salt, which is a foreign producs,

)8 the duty was lowered, and the means of communication
agricultural labourers, horse-keepers, masons, carpenters; and

* Wheat is not grown anywhere in

deseription of wh
tonaumed only by forcigners.,

eat, Which 1s of inferio;

Assam exceps in the Godlpdra district on the churs of the Brahmaputra south and west of Dhubri, and for this
T Quality, there is only s local demand, The wheat Quoted elsewhere in the price liste in chie@y imported, and ig
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. . - r. turist producers has been slow and that of con id. 1] .

. , en about 30 per cent. in Assam Prope 0 ver . h onsumers rapid, the prices of al] local produce
The quantiy of paddy non Sbf:t.emﬁﬁ:ii ;'Iool::gv:nr;for Re.1is gver 70 per cent. less than :'}i“.e very largely increased, and that the cost of living, to persons who do not c?)nsume
The quantity gf paddy now o Ta},:: ‘(l)nly substances that have fallen in price are those Whlc(}ll, eir own produce, is considerably higher goon i 0¥ e bersems v
it ome 30 years ago. . at have f hict,
ﬂ’k: ::)Susstard oil a)nd reﬁrid sugar, are imported. It is a }clzunous a'xlu})]r_nal})‘rot‘(r)eizi Y?suys)artly
seed getting dearer, and the oil pressed from it getting cheaper. is, )

L - B—Sylhet

siliti ist in the

: to the greater facilities that exist ) g ' _ o

due to improvements in qkanfzfactui'? :lrxlglisfg:\)”en in Stnt%ments 3, 4, and 5 be examined, it 30. The information received from this distriet '3 weagre, and my own personal
way of means of con.;munlcatll(()n- lace in the price of every article ordinarily produced and Syihet information, acquaintanee with it is limited to one vVisit in the cold
Wilé li))e se}(}m thatla msilhzsf;?l ?1? cf)n?;ethree ‘ tvf')o of which (lac and sugar) the people neither weather and onein the hot.  So

sold by the people, an ’

: reports | | ) er o ‘ me former administration
* . roduce. an ‘s have, however, been consulted, and the staten) nts ms
produce nor consume to any extent, and one of which (mustard oil) they rarely produce, ) ) y ents made

only occasionally consume. Therefore, on all sides the changes have been beneficial to the
1 . of the Province. ‘

ordmgzyte}g::a:nts Owhich deals with wages, does not much affect the i?sami:eferzogf

W aB ve risen, because the means of subsistence have become more cos y.]aW few of

thél g[e(ixch?xr?s have become syces and peons, some Assamese have t}?keln tgn?il;:s ponre

istri ' become muharrirs and clerks, many are school pai .

ok d}strlc; t(;lfceeb(; 111: (;re unaffected by the changes that have taken place (;n bvf'ages. rtTltxg

majority b(; : ab{)e bp those alone has been increased who have been redu};:e {1 Egve nzust

:n Iznes);r(zficzlgvith ayKaya or a wealthy cultivator, or who, to ue:;m the cash they

g:iz in the year, do not object to temporary employment as coolies.

is i i i ages is not far to seek. Both are
20. The canses of th“ﬂthl:a1 CI:.::s:alu;egﬁiegf atn}ﬁe :peiing out of the country and the
considerable increase in fgehqum.bexz oﬁ ] l:he %iléngzslg::;g;
i would thrive in Assam. -

i (;he (élscogggg' v(:’fa:}a) eiof\?,:tatnhc; 1;:l:(eaasurplus, produce of thp nelghbollllrh‘o%d wai‘
were first lmtmﬂ?':1 an’t E)r all their wants. Local markets were est_abhs'hed at a c%nug:sfo
iozniﬁlﬁ};gozu a(:]ld the surrounding villagers en}couragedk tto btx;n%elé) 'fl?(i:yrz:?nvenieg:
. ’ ; that these markets afforded a v
sale. Soforé.the As:al;'esfhgiv;ogsrg;J;lep%(f(;uce, and weekly and bi-sYeekly market.sK\‘ve;'e
eatablish d ISQOSIIDIDim ortant villages. Then gardens increased in numbers,‘ ay‘as
eotablione : da rs b(la)came more bnumerous, and the demand' for local produce {'Ob:e.
anfihD_acca :111 einevitable consequence, prices sprang up. The local llr)llarketsw 12“
:Z;:easlgzi a‘fzomﬁderably in  numbers of h_late years, ;mdfthzgc l'Sr h}:‘(;{l})gvgnc;:(t) v oot
a single large village which is not within easy reach o of L e Tonter. T beci

i hich began with the arrival of the a-pla *
D oty wver s a1 ever change introduced in this direction has tend
gom%do nt;tiﬁgllﬁli:ﬁ)reimg? .th‘(?sl:] (v):ll;o arZ not :griculturists, at a rate faTter than tl;:: :;(:
::')hizh the agriculturists have themselves increased. That is Ati) sayt, z :rcmz::-lgarden
ountry produce have increased faster than the producers. nos et y ot o
op dy h};s added its small quota to the number of aliens. The rai ;‘ a{l i
opened Lakbimpur, the tramway at Jorhdt, the increase in the number of the htﬁuniﬁ"
nilqes u:m t;he BIrah’maputra the arrival of Nepalese buffalo-breeders, thel strl:;ﬁ; 0? e
pf{lﬁlegstaﬁ' in district otﬁces,’the introduction of foreign troops, ;.,he d?'vfaggurers o e
:rade with foreign tribes, the importation during t}}ia cg)(li(idwtci;l: t?e; -c(r)ardens o o aate
roads, the operations of the cadastral snrvey, have la oaguoe Owiné iy o the Insi
direction, and increased everywhere the value of local pr e compaonively fow agricul-
dious climate partly to the real difficulties of colonization, w Tt e ired and acelima.

] immigrants in Assam. It might naturally be suppose o ol 1 eminently feortle,
zil:;lzi tea~gagrden coolies would scttle down in a province where the

Qanses of rise in prices.

. fuct, we find that
and where unlimited quantities of land areavailable. But, as a matter of fuct, .

i ected. The

the number of such settlers is apparently less than might ‘nut;lc:‘l?zlxlb};ebt?lgt};{}r; e ottlors

tatistics as to this are, however, admittedly imperfect, and 1‘t isp opabe Ll many sett ers
;mve escaped enumeration. It has been suggested that more wou

18 I ' i ikely that
given revenue-free in the beginning; but thisis probably a mistake. It is more likely _

- : i deter
he labour required to.clear jungle and the notorious unhealthmleis (g neu‘: ’fléf,f;';.gfésioner
: lftler‘s than that the amount of the revenue is objected to. A ahe | 05 y ench side of a
5‘} Nowgong long endeavoured to induce settlers to occupy the lan or'll‘he o le was
o H OYugnni%l out 25 miles from the sadr station to the Brahmaputrz;]. e ‘x]v 2s offered
l“_’asé and t%erefore there would have been few trees to fell. T e.st;d and bridged
grass, e-free for three years, and it lay on each side of an excellent rment of  forw cale
g::}:'gad. Notwithstanding these advar;‘ta_gesi ;.rllld the t:llllépl(;;a(;ys ;ﬁttl]iz?waste, and there
jve "since returned to their old homes, | aste ety
Pv‘:;;i’ré:fg; ggveprospect of its being occupied within any meastuﬂ(lib‘c‘ilﬁ‘;“; L()t(iiot(])fmlight
18 . ful efforts to exten .
LY : nstance, but many more unsuccess to . ricule
gehu;):):gsl:?%iw:ard; It is, therefore, natural to find that, while the increase of ag

are believed to be reliable
as far ag they o,

. , rahma bt el . : .
Sl As in the Brahmaputea \ alley, the main staple of food with the people is rice.
— :\Irhrrrnlu'h the varieties are somewhat more Numerous than

. those known in Assam Proper, the three main divisions
consisting of em‘b', winter transplanted and winter broadeast rice, prevail. The ghn of the
northern valley is almost identical witl, the dus of Svlher.  Sili is practically the same as
sdil, and bao as dman. Tl principal varieties as described by Mr. Stevenson are given
below :-—

@ Auc-—(1) In the low-Iying parts of the district,
northern part of Habiganj, dus 1 sown in Migh-- Phalgun, say 15th January to end of
Februayy, and cut in May " or beginning of June, I is never transplanted,

(2) In tl}e lnghel: parts of the distriet, ¢.g.. in the south and east, it is generally sown
brou.dcnst. l.mt 1s sometimes transplanted, I-L 'S sowiiin the fatter part of March orin
April, and is transplanted | if transplanted) in Niay and June, It is harvested in Bhddra
(say, 15th August to 15th September),

b, Muwrili, —1s sown from 15th Fe

bruary to 15¢] April; and is cut j 4
. . ' ar) ; { In Asdr (15th
June to 15th July). It issown in lower land tlun ©4us ” I)I'OI;el‘. (

ansplanted rice, is sown April-May, tr

re, in Sundmganj and the

¢. Siil.—A wintep tr

[ ansplanted Jal -August
and reaped November to Ja I y °

(=) Iuthe lower parts of Svllet
the land gives no iime for transplanting.
In parts of Bengal they call (e long-stemme variety  “ Lopo
stem.  Lut that vice is not the Sylher boro, which ;
Aman in the low lunds grows  witly
a sudden rise of waler,

mary.
dodman-=(1) Inthe Liocher nart . listrict is transy i i
— ‘xl-] | () ) be higher part of the district s transplanted, being sown in
Maveh-Avril, and reaped October to De '

cettber.

1t 132 always sown broadeast.  An ear]
This i~ the well-know

y flooding of
n long-stermmed variety,
' " because of its length of
13 an entirely distineg variety.
a sro:ulily-incre:xsing flood, unless swamped by

e. Nitiria.—ls a kind of daman grown in the
sown April-May, trausplanted Mav-June

S Sail Burg.—- Is oo

‘ higher parts of Sylhet only. It is
and cut in October-November
' - Wo only in the low-lving tracts and therefore chiefly in Sundm.-
ganj und‘ adgaeent parganas, [t i« uh\"u_\'s transphanted. [t is sown iy, (,)(*tol)er-November,
transplanted Decenbe, Janvary, and 1al, uary, an

deut April-Mav, ;i usually ire
Hted 1) nad \ April-Xav, Iy ally irrigated,
A flood ruins it It dooes 1ot mise with the wator, ’ g

) 2R K S A 3 . . e . . . .
320 The relative ele atior. on which the land is geverally occupied by these Crops is
- given in the statement below, beginning with the highest on

which rice can be grown, down to the lowest which is clear
of water ;— ‘ §

Sail T,
Aus landin the higher traets,
Murali land,

- Kataria land,
J,\n‘mu land
Aus Jand in the lowest tract.
Siil Bura land.

SISO e

33. Rice lands

are not manared in Sylhet any more than in Assam
Manure, ‘ annual floods do away with the

Proper. The

necessity for manure in mogst

Parts, as they leavea rich silt deposit. = The stubble, too, "{s"

generally burnt on the Jang and ploughed in. [ L

De fu‘g?rarcane is almost always manared with oil cake at the rate, according to Raj Mohan
% 01 30 maunds to the acre,

dung. Therg ; Land used for growing vegetables is manured with cowe
g. €re 1s no regular rotation of crops.
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34. The remaining questions have been dealt with as follows by Babu Rej
Homalalag sniwors Mohan De and Rai Joges Chandra Chatterji Bahadur.
¢ Mr. Stevenson'’s opinion as to each is also given, but it
must be remembered that this officer’s remarks were recorded as marginal notes on the
statements of Babu Raj Mohan De, and not as separate replies to the juestions asked.
Babu Raj Mohan De is in charge of the Habiganj sub-division, and Ral Joges Chandra

Chatterji of that of Sunimganj.

35. QuEstion 3.--Babu Raj Mohan De says—-

« Almost the entire population of the Habiganj sub-
e o staple produce, and this an

Beonomic condltion produced in the northern half of the sub-division.

but yet paddy is the principal crop upoun W

8 acros in the northern half,
bles and sugarcane

division is agricultural. Dhén is the
d a little mustard are the only things
In the southern
half, vegetables, sugarcane, &c., are grown, hich the whole
population depends.

« An ordinary agriculturist (peasant propr
and about 4 acres in the southern half; but in th

is grown for sale.
¢ 8 acres of land in an ordinary year yields as much as 200 maunds of dban. With the present
market price of paddy, this enables the man just to maintain his family and pay his land revenue an
rent. By sclling the surplus produce he meets the cost of purchasing clothes and necessaries which be
caonot grow, and he also pays the rent, &c.
«]1f he has no other sources of income, any extraordin
archase of cattle forces him to go under the clutches of money-lenders.
« In the southern half an agriculturist ordinarily grows about 100 maunds of dhén, but he supple-
If the dhan is sufficient for a

ments that by growing sugarcane, vegetables, &c., all of which he sells. b
year’s copsumption of his family, he makes a little by sellinﬁ sugarcane, &c.; but in that case he cannot
ood deal of labour. Sugarcane requires money,

grow much of vegetables and sugarcane, which requires a
y sugarcane and good deal of vegetab\es are

too, for manuring the crop with oil-cake, so enerall) ]
grown by s "This means a large family, and the hdn grown

uch families as have several male members.
Thsufficient for annual consumption, and the resultis what is made by other crops goes in buying dhén
and paying rent, &ec., 8o materially there is not much difference in the economic condition of the
ople of the two tracts. )

¢« Tn southern tracts many earn some money by working in tea-garden at times when their own
agricultural operations do not requirc their labour, so in the north persons who have cattle earn some-
t%ing by selling milk or ghi, and_those who have no cattle by keeping cattle in the rains.

% From the enquiry I made, I think the economic condition of the agricultural people here cannot
be called prosperous. I annex herewith the facts connected with some families. I think their statement

is not very far from truth.” (See Appendix C.)

36. Rai Joges Chandra Chatterji Bahadur says—

« The ordinary economic condition of the people directly en

jetor) grows dhén in about
o latter tract a good deal of vegeta

ary expenditure necessary for marriage or

aged in the cultivation of land is good.

Sconomic condition. There is abundance of land for tillage. Population is sparse. No
luxuries have yet come among the people. Their wants are few,
and easily satisfied, and they are generally a contented lot. They have plenty of facilities for adding

to their incomes by labour.
(n) Their wealth—
« Their wealth consists of land and catt

geasons. Every village or group of villages have

abundant for all present purposes. For the rains,
sion, groups of villages have their haors and wastes, where the tali

and supply plenty of fodder-for any number. It is for this reason th
and the people have not yet come to feel the pecessity for such stores. Reeds (kbags) also grow 1

abundance and in many places cattle are fed on the ends of these. Regaiding land I bave already saic
that fhe population is yet much below the point at which it can be said to press close upon the heels o
subsistence. There is plenty of virgin soil for cultivation within the sub-division, and enough land

are always available for tillage.”

(b)  Their resources—
¢ In ordinary years they grow emough for a year’s consumption, and ¢ . .
for purchase of necessaries, payment of rents, &c., &c., and for expenses of next year s oreratlons. Thei
houses are all bamboo structures. Building materials are cheap and easily .P“’c‘m‘b e. The cost ¢
labour is very little. In villages there is gencrally a eystem of mutual assistance which renders oot

of labour on buildings unnecessary. There is a matual exchange of labour, and their houses are bui
abour. They have means within eas

and repaired expeditiousli and cheaply without any paid ,

reach of supplementing their incomes from other sources. The northern hills supply bamboos, fir
woods, timbers, and building materials in abundance, and in the intervals of leisure from agricultur
operations they go to work there. The lime-quarries also fornish them with additional work. l‘!
héors and wastes supply reeds and sun-grasses. With the reeds they prepare mats, which they sell i
bézérs. The sun-grasses which they bring over and above their requirements they sell.

(¢) Disturbing elements—
and these are almost all traceable to variations

¢ There are, however, disturbin elements, ceab
%a There is no artificial irrigation followed, at

geason and consequent excesses or ilares of rain. :
whenever the rainfall is either insufficient or capricious the people suffer. Such accidents affect oroj

lo principally. For cattle there is plenty of fodder at all
grounds for the winter, and these are

their pasture- ;
when cattle are stall-fed everywhere in the sab-divi-

“Jhard-grass” grows in abundanoce,
at no stores of fodders are kept

to leave some Mmargin beside

constantly gives croo
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One bad year the i
8 y can ¢
. succession of bad yours. ide over somehow or other, but the majority generally snccumb t

v umbo to s

(d) Their debts——

“The main causes t :
oA o which their debt
necessary on rel oir debts are due are the acei
money-lenders ﬂllgl(;:Zd?n((ii ceremonial occasions, with an unz;(:lr:ie:tts (t)f seasons, and the expenses
dilf]ﬁcult to extricate the?x:szxvg?‘“ﬁdtﬁ suckththe life blood out thpem e 18 nz:d'extgrg:nitecass of
other. A succession , and hence they virtually be ) in debt, they find it
] oCe of three bad vyears di nally become the serfs of either the on
aforesaid condition, but their percentage is ’veit;' ;;§IIWlth the last, has already reduced :o:x):c]ae i?;‘ :11::

(¢)  Proportion in debt—

[{1 In . .
district, a(rjlltlidi]no?t)i]i); e:;g_:lhigigg‘:lp‘"tw“ of agriculturists in debt is ahout 50 to 60 |
caused by a succession of bad :rxcepted, is, however, just now passing throu?rh per cent. The whole
myse}f collected statistics from somzp:i’ll{f;i s&\l:' t[;]retientf ;lwlroportion would be agouaé 7?:?508%&‘3 strain,

n village Gorash ages with the following resul per conts [
In Kalakalkga parganf;uri{ i}s)z:-gtanz: Puhéha, out of 50 housgs, Isgotnd 5h
pargana Lakshanisri out 20 ’i‘]Pe al, out of about 90 houses, some 8 or 901?86s only free from debts.
P EYH0 honses abont s 20 60111]595 2 houses only aro free from debis Iomses, In Dewannagar,
out of some 250 housos in each ouses free from debt. In Ghégtid and I;l' pargana Chaumér4 out
the majority of the people are z:iﬂeenggnhmfesffff e from debts. In these latte}:'":‘.vgvéon"ll pargall]la Lbur,
portion of indebted is s h who follow agricalture i iti 9 villages, however.
oo of indbied, s s . 1 i onerally i it . S S s s po
at random, and made enquiries fi > _18. took the statistics of In this sub-division
taken as approximately c(?rrect.s rom trustworthy  sources, and the P""Pg:taizlg 12Oha§g1§::ns::ecﬁ

n

(f) Average indebtedness-—

[13 . . .
statisti(’fshl: (?lile?tzgn ;s mllx)ch more (!iﬁcult to answer than the questi :
one-fourth to threef. s above, I think the proportion can l()l lon of proportion.

o three-fourths of average yearly income; say, h e fairly laid down as r
? )

From, hl?wever,
.. alf of average vearly i anging between
(9) Some other statistics collected in the course of enquiry ge yearly income.

“The average area of th i

Kiyarne e e holding of an ordinary agric i '
kit agricultur)i’;t N ablg’::sf{s gn average family consists)c’)f 6 tou'}t:;f;l}eh“e'lf“ound e e 12
an agrionlturist is diﬁiculty‘ 2 ger 1eve? adult, exclusive of his foodin !:'d ho e 8o amning of
within easy reach of almost ever l;wdr T O tho 50 e e Supplementl io o Homes i
e hapeloY, reach of almost ove t_z 0 'I%] Of the 50 to 60 per cent. iudebtedqmes nanmes which are
o hopelessly fnvolved in < debl.:s de_ debts of about 35 stand at one-f m.tlordmary Ysars, ubout 3
The intention to evade payment seld?)l:n oxiste, - The sioenand. in sbout 70:; : tdo 4 cxesd s
people here, are very indolent and i exists. The agriculturist class he " Tac, e oo o
peol b, 5 v , mprovident, They are. suiris G0 | re, in fact, the lower class
B omough for l't'yem: 8 consumption, they will sit at rest, and o whiting amerry o, L1 they can
Joim pursuite aim;, ll}gati:g:;usfhi?g will never utilise their leisuﬁ; 01?1 :;zh]]!n e

Northern and Seillore ey e{‘hcan earn a living here with less l'z;b h i
independent in spirit than their oo ‘an estandependonco. much e s, o
rele b o apiit than, southern and western E:others Th dx_nore, e fact) more
T P obta]i:: :dsotl‘: good index to their well-off condition ® difficulty generally of getting

landholders alsg, petnr et e opinions of intelligent landholders i)lead o

tho netiprs 150, e pl:'opnet.ors, zemindérs, agents, and villag i "khtars, who are
on the subject were rather confused and haz;e tr{::;;dals, i hand ot
s was in the main some -

sort of consensus of opini
Opinion, and wh i i
can bo acoaptnd st by reliable ande::) xt-z}-l::: agreed with the statistics | collected, 1 think the 1t
. resa

37. Mr. Stevenson says—

{9 Th
o present state of the people of the district at large is not so d i
good as it was a fow dyears ago.

Boonomic oondition.

of ready monev. Rocont had ha " Bengal and Madras supplied the cultivati
g y. Recen harvests forced them to spend aIH) lt%e;hga((‘«iulg;agnfeiisvse wjthbplépty
, in buyin

peddy for food and for sowi

 oultivator canant or sowing, and though last year’s crop was good _
it s ply o vsings o rud] ok L T P o
or the people here to i PR realising land revenue and ? ¢ overnment and
his homestead g (i! invest their surplus in ornaments, &c. Th rents respectively. It is not usaal

by selling Sm‘ﬁ da énece of land. When, therefore, they are fi o great object of every man s to o
efined parcels of land at m in { are flush of cash, zemindr Wi
en ap f any times the ordina ) dars reap a large profit
what they pliI(’l, ‘:;' al:lo:ﬁy, the purchasers of these could not ;f}" cf:::: trz’f]uﬁ’ ;:?1 fact at fancy prices.
rhaps a nisf-khirdj ryot w’h as natarally such C{mrcels of land were not Valmﬁ’ em at anything like
te, even up to 10 per cont o was equally hard up. Interest on money lent ﬁ;xc:lflt to themselves or
the very south. Villagers, s per mensem. It must not be forgotten that fish i ed very high of
“1 don’t think the i-’xf?r;:;f,"’ can catgx gsg for their own use from sm;g:lfesrteplennfu except in

ur is always n given abus Raj Mohan D A . )
ys correct. As the former sub-divisional officer ;‘;,‘i Bai h*}:g::v(;‘::iand;-a  Chatferi
ng letter, ‘the

Sylbetia is now i
very suspigi : : )
r{ od alll)s?v:::.’ S,t.e., since income-tax was introduced) of Government questions, and

g

® Hos Note 3, page SL. :
» . DTS v s (e
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38. QuEsTioN 4.—Babu Ruj Mohan De says—

. . Lo ‘ rical-

« There are not many kind of tenures 1n the sub-division of Flablgd}nﬁ]. xA(:;n](:ztl(lnH]:i:nlind

3 tural population are vither thenjselven proprietor> or I eir e

Land tenores. nnder rvotwari arrangement,  These ryots acquire ouu}lmn(;.)‘ ghis

der the existing laws. DBut most of the cultivated land is held by agricultuial peop (i)t lfont]mns-
proprieto 81\1}: wlves. In some parts of the sub-division the ryots have an nnlmnt‘ml right o [

. pro?rxetors.t O:m:h‘te .iL is zilm <old by the civil courts in execution of decrees, "lho rvots of {t')o;o
ferrmg thelf‘}‘}’ r]-ol 'li‘o this l‘i(.fllt' of transterring tleir jote are no doubt -bm.'t(-r off than 'thos‘e d0 \tde
e e thoy o always 5] wrone front to the exactions of zemindirs, and are often independ=-
other tracts; thev ot & e e 2 Yanwe in their position for the worse, unless there be 8

"ent of thom. There Cﬂ'll‘not be any]lsUdytllCnloc\l"(dll'l;ﬁ'(lic:"of l'((‘ll'itl'\l.l(] can alwavs, at the time of need, get

. . . o y pay ' It mnt, < A ' | L&
ot fazlyg\f'e?flfllt(gg.of ilr:lt(o':‘egtem lAlll"tl}csyc contribute to give hima status among 1‘1]15 clnss.q c'l],hemf?s(cl[l,lltg}
lvt')zrilcshait gives them of getting loans is comsiiered mischievous, but practically mo su

has yet arisen from it.” )

39. Rai Joges Chandra Chatterji Bahadur says— ' . ) -

: tenares in the sub-division of Sundmganj, and there, i no cqr?t!) i
cation in the system of land tenures obtaining here. Ihe plOpl“lL ary

Land tenares. tenurcs known here are  Pani, with  its su_hordmate ttn.ures,

not common. About 1-25th or less even of

“ There are not many

- Dorpatni and Sepatni, and lzé}r:i. Fven tliese ave
" cultivated lands are held under these tenures. . o _
OUIU\:‘ The occupancy tenures can be broadly divided into two classes:

(a) Holdings with rights of occupancy-
) Tenancies at will. . ' |
“ 'Ighe)a majority of the ryots here are tenants-at-\\'ihl. Very fiewldr._\'ots halwtei::r;y :?T:\p?;fr::l‘]?z:yl:,fr::
[ ired i y ing. s a ceneral sa)
i right of occupancy can be acquired in any holding. =% saying
ul I:.gsl?:'iu:ga??%erlffn(i belongsf)to the mirdsdéar; he has of course every right to-(«l:::}v“rlig]l){;'l,::t_ns he
hk(:as The principal reasons, however, why the ryuts do not care much for occupancy rg

7s¢t.—that land has not much value; and

9nd.—there are plenty of cultivable Jands to be had withont much difficulty. In my experience
nd.,—there pie e

of this sub-division | have come across three instunces (I)nliy oflsule of ()cc?][):ll]tl:lyr;lﬁl:]tis;
in par ivisi st thickly propled, and consequently where la
and these in parts of the sub~division mos ) o
i imati ‘ots do not compete for land so much :
are held in some estimation. Here ryo \ o much s Anc
holders for ryots, and the result is that, though the latter do n]olt C.xr£ lotn lilullip‘v:}i?
) . U ircumstances, seldom try to de
i , ner, except under cxceptional circums , n try leal
e o ]e' o t t}l ir will.  This necessarily compels most mirdsdars to impliedly
t(j]napcws ey o l?ts : Czs-es.aru rare lxoweve;, in which such rights are asscrted
admit occupancy rights. Ca: ;
against mirasddrs by ryots.
¢ tenants-at-will. .
« About 80 per cent. of the ryots are tenants-a ‘ e
“ %z’sides thIe) aforesaid tenurg-holdors, there is a large nnmb(l-r oftpettl_\l thn(ljdh()kl;;”")( r(t',l ]lol}()l;:ltgs
: i i ’ i -to- rots in other
’ i T : nt. Their status is mostly that of well-to-do ryots in ot
-1 Petty estates Hhrec ditio oot tha'te irectly f Government require no description.
,-of Bengal. The conditions of the tenures held directly from Gover req o no gexcriptio As
’ « The character of the tenure does not much affect the economic condition of the holder here.
' i ryots 'k but lands ryots.
already said, here ryots do not seck lands, ; . o .
1 haz‘e Ryoti 'f},,enurv,g are seldom sold here, and nurestricted h'ved:i)m of transfer exists in theory only
N ice 1 s 00 inj it is seldom exercised. .
. ctice it works no injury whatever, as 1t 15 se ‘ . . .
o pr‘?On the general que]stion also, I do not think any interference with freedom of trunsfer 18
needed.” :

40. Mr. Stevenson says— . i wch
ini ivated area or even the total area include A

* Wo bave no means of ascle(li‘rtli:im:;'ge;z]ttel. t'l'ho decennial settlement in Sylhet Proper was like
fand tenuze that of Chittagong in Bengal, i.., after a regular mqailur-eslzgaﬁ
I say of Sylhet Proper because Taraf and some other parganas of Habiganj }ve‘;f' cieg:tnnué e{tlement
at Dacca, not as part of Sylhet, though they were afterwards transferred to tb‘sh :asst:ite. & deconnial
was made in these cases without a measurement. But the areas allotted to eac L e adjoining, 80

““gettlement are not kept to, each estate by degrees encroached on .Governmelous]" e,
'"that at the revenue survey the dimensions of estates were found often times cl)oTnate e vente. of
"« We have some 99,000 estates in this district [ which pay revenue, or locg l‘m“ :hly T aifel o8

:‘n_.lpoal rate only (revenue free)] held direct of Government. They may be roug

" mnder—

72
(1) Zemindari paying from Rs. 100 to Rs. 3,400 per annum land revcnue...-.--: s :300
(2) Zemindri paying from Rs. 100 or T TIPTR PRI PITLY 46:000 )
(3) Estates held by peasant proprietors, 88y «............... . e 600
(4) Revenue-free estates. . ..vuuiisrstsssnmminesnssiniussusrsa st e b0
(5) Waste land grants..... ... .occeee o0 ceretrarees tetreeen asnenne abisens .
Total.ceereres msnunree v v ererennes 98,842

“ No estate in Sylhet pays over Re. 3,400 as land revenue a ycar. Nearly every rvot In a zemin:

déri has the right of transfer of his jot. Tenants-at-will are very few, as land is so plentifal.

% The usual selling price of a jot is about one-fourth that of land held directly of Government.

¢ There being very few large landlords in the district, there is not that friction or well markec

"‘“:“'class animosity that so often exists in Hastern Bengal districts between the landlord aad the
| "nmt.n '

' Local Government, at least [ could not find it out.

. to Government for loans if it had been known that sue

*-them by irrigation channels.”

y-eonnected with the prosperity or otherwise of the actual
asbrought to sale by co-proprietors with fraudulent motives
+aability to pay. Average area of land sold in a vear for
i mares, )

! landl
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41. QuesTioN 5.——Buabu Raj Mohan De says—

““No holders of any kind of tenure are seen to do any material improvement to the land,
Improvement vorks. Irrigation is necessary for sail bura crop, but no wells or tanks are sank

for thut purpose. I'eople depend on natural reservoirs of water for the

purpose. Bils and marshes are so abundant here that sinking wells for the purpose of irrication was
never considered necessary, and hence nothing is done in that way., ”
“The Land Improvement Act has been a dead letter as far as the sub-
concerned, and in the present state of the sub-division advances are not necess

42, Rai Joges Chandra Chatterji Bahadur says—
“ Very seldom do the tenure-holders carry out any material improvements. Low and marshy and
Improvement works. waste or jungle lands are sometimes reclaimed by draining and (:le:iring,
but such instances are rare also. »
“Where this is done, their actions are affucted by the security or insecurity of the tenure and by
their wealth or poverty. Long-term leases with remissions for a number of years in the beginnin:r
(generally from three to seven vears), and then a graduated scale of rents, are generally giver:

Such considerations are also occasionally shown to Government tenants in temperarily-settled

estates.

“ The l'ec_ent‘Lan.d Improvement Acts have produced no perceptible effects as vet in the sub-division

of Sunamganj. The fact is the existence of Act XIX. of 1853 and of Act XIL of 1884 is not known to
_about 99 per cent. of the population, Act X1X., I think, hasnot yet been introduced into Assam by the
. . I cannot say that the necessity for such loans does

not exist at all.  The improvements mentioned in Section 4, subZSection 2, Clauses (¢) and (d) can be
and are sometimes made in this sub-division, and applications for loans for these purposes are likely to
be made, if only the existence of the Act is known, and the Act is extended to Assam.  Bunds (dams)
for protection of bura lands from floods are very common in this sub-division, and the Loca) Board has
eommenced to receive applications for aid in these works, Perhaps applications would have been made

h loans were obtainable,  Similar remarks :

: . ar vemarks apply

g ) " . - " . » . J “ . ’
to Act X1I. of 1884. Persons or villages suffering from tereporary calamitics require loans now
and then in order to be able to tide over distress, They have to go to the inevitable money-lender

and borrow at exorbitant rates of interest. These interests, the minimum of which is two pice in the .

rupee per menscm, cause about half the misery of the agricultural population '
“« 1 + it hav . Ay oo b H g ) .

L think these Acts have tended rather to enlarge the making of advances by Government. The
any O(TC:lsloll)l 03 w[l]nch '}vle had to make an advance was the year before last after the destruction of the

man crop by floods. le amount advanced was, however, very small. : : y y :

fman crop ¥ oo jnt advan er, very small, about Rs. 150, or thereabouts.
phing these il (11 ces even the initiative had been taken by us, and not by the rvots
. ¢ ., . 4 I . . . - J J .

1 do notﬁ; UnK any action in the way of lmproving the Acts necessary, The scope of the Acts
seem to mc suificiently wide to embrace all objects and classes of people  reqairing loans, and the
condition of the district does not ronder any more extension necessary ” ’

G . . . e . N ) . B

Far from the rate of interest being prohibitory, the people would most gladly pay 64 per cent. per
annum if only they can obtain loans at such rates. " I have already said that the minimum rate of
interest uhtamnng.on pl‘lv:‘lte loaas by agricuiturists is ordinarily about 2 pice in the rupee per mensem
Compared with this, the Government rate of interest is almost nothing. The power again of reducing
the interest tp 4% per cv'nt. and pf mmgttmg interests and advances even under speci?ll circumst:mce:
leaves very little room for any further improvements or facilities. ” )

43.  Mr. Stevenson says—

division of Habiganj is
arv.” °
arv.

“ No Land Improvement Acts are needed here. As ulread v stated, tho yearly floods maintain the
natural fertility of the soil. We sometimes have too much water, but

T _ never within the memory of man have we had a drought.
Bura dhén is grown in the low land of ‘hiors’ round the bils in their Jowest parts, which never
dry up entirely. Small 4ils’ are run up round fields, and water raised from the bil and poured into

Improvement work,

44. QUESTION 6.--Bubu Raj Mohan De says—

“The average prico of dhégn land may be put at Rs, 20 per acre. In the southern h;llf of

Price of land, the sub-division good land sells for as much as Rs. 1 y
and in the northern half Rs, 60 to 90. e 190 to Re. 200

— . A L

The amount of land sold in the sub-division of Habiganj for arrears of revenue is not irnmediately
agriculturing class. Big estates are often

» and very few estates are sold for mere

arrears of revenune wculd be about 15,000

(13 . o e . .
No land of this sub-division has passed into the hands of non-agricultural and non-resident

rds;} t q l .s r s1 .
agl'ic‘llltura]n;, (,):‘;1] :tlilsncfthel band, land is by and by passing from the hands of landlords to the

<
ad crops of last th ; h Je -
land.has also g‘me dolfvn.”ree years has checked this sort of t

45.  Rai Joges Chandra Chatterji Bahadur says—

“r v . .
The average price of land per acre is is. 45 to Rs. 50, or there abouts. From figures taken from
Price of land, the registration office, [ find the average was Rs. 30 to Rs. 35 per acre, .

ransfer for the present, and the value of

I'rom the figures of the last five years, I find that b
<900 acres of land ar 5 years, 1 i at on an average about
LSS b et ¢ e So]d Vv . . N ¥
- ation from the civil couri?’ely year for arrears of revenue. 1 have not been able to get such infor-

e 1-8 to Rs. 2 per acre,

The averago sale price of land sold for arrears of revenue was about
and the main reason for such a low average is that mahgls sold for arrear

¥



( 2z )

of revenue are generally those which are not worth retaining. Otber reasons also b_((?)erate {o reduce
the price. The general oFinion is that about five-eighths of the entire area of the sub-division has been
transferred to non-agricultural and non-resident landlords, and this opinion is approximately correct.”

46. Mr. Stevenson says— .

T should put the average price at not over Rs. 60 an acre. It varies according to the part
of the district and tho kind of tenure. Thus, in the submontane
tracts to the north, especially Sunémganj, where jungle is gaining on
the cultivated area and villages being gradually abandoned from increasing unhealthiness of the
locality, land is very cheap. In the densely-populated parganas in the south of the district land is much
dearer.  Revenue-free estates sell for about twice as moch as revenue-paying ditto. It is absolutely
impossible to give oven approximately the amount of land sold for revenue arrears. ’

47. QuesTion 7.—Babu Raj Mohan De says—

« There is no such class of people whosolely depend upon their earnings as hired labourers.
Almost every one has land to grow dhén therein. One who has no
land at all can easily get land from others under bhégi srrangement,
if he has plough and plough cattle. On the other band, one who bas land, but no plough, can easily
have dbén grown in it by giving half the produce of the land to some who likes to rentit. This is one
system prevalent here in getting field labour. One who has share plough cattle can have the service of
a ploughman for two mornings by allowing the service of his own bullocks for the third day. When one
has a share plough, he does ploughing for others ordinarily at 4 annas a day. Servants for ploughing
are employed for six months from April, or for three mouths from Juneat Rs. 3 a month, plus fooding.
A plough boy at Re. 1 to Rs. 2 per month plus fooding. But in harvesting time the wages rise up to
5 annas a day, but ordinarily barvesting is done by labour remunerated in kind for every 20 bundles of
- dhén cut. The person who does the cutting takes 3, sometimes 4 bundles. A clever, hard-working
man cuts as much as 60 to 80 bundles, and gets from 12 to 16 bundles, as stated befo're. There
are not many persons who solely depend on grains or other payments earned by daily labour.
But a man in need does this sort of work willingly. At the time of harvesting bura crops men from all

arts of the sub-division flock to the place, and do the work for remuneration in kind. The work of
Earvesting is finished in many places within 15 to 20 days, and within that time a man sometimes

earns from 7 to 10 maunds of dhan.
« Chérdl women do sowing for 6 pice per day, grown-up men Chéréls get 3 annas a day, and

Musalmans 4 annas for doing similar work.”
48. Rai Joges Chandra Chatterji Bahadur says—
% Ordinary wages are four and five annas per diem when paid in money. These wages are, however,

mostly paid in kind, and the general proportion is one-sixth to one-
seventh. They are never less than one-seventh of the produce. Cir-

cumstances, however, raise them not unfrequently.
% The principal rates are as follows:—

Price of land.

Wages.

Wages,

(1) Field labourer cece.evv.ee. certteseenrresaresansrenne 4and 5 anm:is per diem.
unskilled..vesseeiecrsnserices. aen 4 annas per diem.

(2) House work skilledeecersoraseernsavansicancerune 6 and 7 Ennas per diem,

(3) All works connected with lime-burning ...... 4 to 5 annas per diem.

(4) Carpenter .......coceieeiene « cerevcssersarenannis 8 annas to 10 annas per diem.

(5) Boatmen .eoeeveerenensinnn. cves sesenns ceeserasrrenes 5 and 6 annas per diem.

(6) Baggage coolies ....cccvueesuieernssseesssneisanaes 6 annas per diem.

(7) Domestic 8ervant .eeessecssnses sacssssassasaiaane Rs. 2-8 to Rs. 3 per mensem.

(8) Earthwork ...c.ocenveeiensenns Ceeeierneisensnsrasens 5 annas per diem.

« There are no regular hired labourers here. I mean there is no class of people here who
work for hire throughout the year. Such labourers are available in abundance during barvesting
seasons, but these over, they go and do their own works. ~All these people can and do maintain them-
selves with fair ease. Females form no inconsiderable part of the labourers during the harvesting
season, and they are always paid in kind.” '

49. Question 8,—Babu Raj Mohan De says —

“There is no activity in trade or commerce. The only trading class are the Sahds. Aslong
as they have not made encugh money to invest in lands and become
zemindar of their village they continue in trade. As soon as they have
acquired a little status as land proprietor, they want to throw off all connection with shop trade, which
is considered as an undi§niﬁed thing for a land proprietor. Habiganj does not subsist. mainly on its
resources. It imports almost all pulses, good deal of oil. Sugar, chilly, turmeric, onions, garlic, and
tobacco are all imported.”

50. Rai Joges Chandra Chatterji Bahadur says—

“The sub-division of Sunimganj depends mainly on its own resources as regards the .supply

of rice, its staple food. In ordinary years it exports some rice an

paddy also, Kor all other necessaries it depends upon importation.
“The Sahas are an energetic trading class here, but they are not enterprising. The import trade

is mostly in their hands, there being here and there a sprinkling of foreigners.

Commerce,

Commerce,

“In lime the export trade is very active. Dry fish are also exported in great abundance. The

" first is largely in the hands of the Séhds, and the second entirely in the hands of fishermen.
 The import trade is also almost constant. It being mostly confined to the necessaries of life, th?’ro
sannot be much ebb and flow in it. The value of the export trade is much greater than the import,

91. Mr, Stevenson says —

“The exports of (1) paddy, (2) lime form the’chief transactions of commerce asfar as the
natives of the districts are concerned. Teais separate. The trade in

Commerce. both these staples bas been getting worse and worse. This in the

case of paddy is due—

(1) to bad crops in Sylhet for a term of years, leaving no surplus to export: lately indeed
paddy was imported instead of being expor’ted; ° P P ¥ indee
(2) to good crops in Bengal, and a less demand there.

“ In the case of lime, it is due to the abolition of the monopoly, and ¢ r gai
. . ) onsequently smaller ;
also to several large failures in the trade, which caused much ]oss[s) to the lime-bn%ning )class.” gunes

52. QuestioNy 9.—Babu Raj Mohan De says—

“The people of the northern half of the Habiganj sub-division have a good deal of cattle. Since
some years, on account of extension of cultivation of paddy, there
1s great difficulty about fodder. These fields which used to supply
fodder for cattle are now converted into rice-fields; so the people have to look for fodder in the low
héors .of' tl}e Mymengmgh district and of Sundmganj sub-division of this district, The cattle are
*often in _rains fed miserably, and hardly any milk is obtained at the time, and not unfrequently by
continued insufficient food, cattle often become very weak and a good deal of them die from exhaus-
tion when they have to pick their food in November by wading through mud and water. This has
seriously affected the prospects of the agricultural people. Most of the milk cows give birth to
calves geinerally in November and December, and they yield milk up to May, and sometimes to
June. Cattle have generally so far degenerated that.not many cows in a village g'i;'e even as much as
a seer of milk. The owners of the cows always sell milk to godlds in the cold-weather months, and
et perhaps 2 pice (6 pies) a seer, which is equal to 1} seer of ordinary seer of 80 tolas; and when
the milk is not sold they make ghi, and onan average  to 1 seer of ghi is made in a month
out of the milk of an ordinary milk-cow. In five months 4 seers of ghi is made, and it is worth Rs. 3.
Thus a cow gives Rs. 3 a year and a calf. The average price of such a cow is Rs. 10, and it costs at least
Re. 1-8 to feed it in rains, if hired labour is employed in supplying fodder. ’
“ Excepting goalds, a well-to-do agriculturist sometimes has as much as five to six milk cows; but the
average would not be more than two per house. A poor man, who has not many cattle, but can collect
fodder for more than he has, generally keeps cattle of others in the rains for Re. 1 to Re. 1-8 per head

and in this way earns a few rupees.”

53. Rai Joges Chandra Chatterji Bahadur says—

“ Milk is not much sold in Sundmganj. Ghi is, however, largely manufactured and sold. Fowls
Inoidental income. a_x:dlegigs, (%c., zlt)re also scﬁd. The preparing and selling of reed mats
_Sitalpatis, bamboo works, cutting and selling of sun-
firewoods, canes, &c., from the hills and p’laces near the hi’lls; trading in m;scgellznezl:lrsl E:?iislgz v‘vlittl:ﬁ
the hill people, i.e., exchanging produces of the plains with hill produces, all these form the incidental
and collateral sources of income of the people of this sub-division.” ’

54. Mr. Stevenson says—
“ The breed of catttle is degenerating greatly, chiefly from in-breeding, bad keep at certain seasons,

Commerse. and covering by immature bulls. These, up to the age of two years
or so, run about freely, and, being more active than older bulls,

Incidental income.

spoil the breed all round.”
55. QuesTioN 10.--Babu Raj Mohan De says —

“ People near the tea-gardens have the facility of adding to their income by hiring out their labour
Baruing wages, to tea-gardens, when their own agricultural works do not require it.

down fuel, bamboos, and sun.gmzofg:(;};}g‘living on the border of hills make something by bringing

“ People in the north do b i
L . oat-rowing, and manufacture reed mats; but reed is getti
8o this industry is day by day diminishing; a lot of them also go to hills in thegzo;rtllg sacr?(ll.cel’)r?gg

d fts of b . :
s&:ﬁof,” s of bamboos for sale; but the proportion of such people as take to all these works is very

56. RaiJoges Chandra Chatterji Bahadur says—

“ The lime trade in its different stages form capital means of emplo);ment to a large number of
Harning wages. people:d Tlﬁ oran,oir)e and'ltge tezpat® trado also give employment to

. . aconsiderable number. There are extensive wastes in th b .

;:!]lg ::;licts north of the sub-division, and several people temporarily migrate there for lt';:e gu:;ost: ozf
e ng mustard and paddy also. The fishermen temporarily ‘migrate to different places within
" 1;1510n b%‘or the purpose of fishing. They remain out for about 5 or 6 monthe in the year
ﬁivision }f"ormldrzi _ ovembe'r to April. Wlth 80 many facilities within, and in the confines of, the sub:
inconsiderab?e pl;lr%i (t)(r) thfe};ll; |pcomesi ltt_ 1s natural thut there is very little migration to any distance. An
going steamendt e a; lo)oam::n?opu ation work elsewhere as crews and lascars of both'inland and sea~

57.  Mr. Stevenson says—

({38 I*Y o
Like the people of parts of Tipperah, the common peasant has a greatidea of bis importance, and
Earning wages. :;‘1.11 ;artﬁy com}gscem} to do earthwork, Only the m4li as a mle’does
o is for bire. employed on road work two men between th
:: ;isil::);o s{‘i;gtcher, if I may call it so, as much earth asan up-country labourer will vcvn:tl'lv ixf l: l?:srll:zi’:
on & - 1his canses great waste of time and labour, but the Sylhetia Musulman thinks to carry any-

[ ] - .
Tezpat=bay-leaves, used as a epioe, and sold now at about 10 annas s maund.
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thing on his head is infra dig.  On roads or tea-gardens it is all the same. The Sylhetia makes a very
bad worker, cften leaving and going home after taking advances, and not caring, and alwayslazy. The
Sylbetia does not as a rule leave the district except as a boatman or as a lascar. Many lascars on
steamers, both sea-going and river, are Sylhetias, One Hindu caste in Habi nj make cold-weather
trips to the Sundarbans where they spend a month or two, killing otters for sﬁ?n and crocodiles and
perpoises for oil. , _ .

. “Cloth-weaving as an industry has been nearly killed by the competition of English cloths. Lately
it has been reviving.  But Manipuri women all weave and supply their families and also sell.”

58. The general resualt of the present enquiry is to show that the people who
inhabit the Brahmaputra Valley and the district of Sylhet
cannot be said generally to suffer from a daily insufficiency of
food. The vast majority, especially in the northern tract, are in very comfortable circum-
stances, and though they have seldom any store of wealth accumulated, never experience
anXiety as to their resources, and rarely have to deny themselves anything they need or
desire. The average cultivator, of the various types of whomn Nos. 2,8, 9, 10, 11, 20, and
29 of Appendix C are very typical examples, is not in debt. He has as much land as he
can conveniently cultivate with the aid of his family or his poorer neighbours. He has
no need of much cash, as his land supplies him with almost all necessaries but salt,
opiam, and cotton thread. He rarely works for hire, and when he does, it is scldom:
nécessity that drives him to it. He is able to take frequent holidays and to spend much:
on festivals and merry makings. His land tenure is such that he can retain as much
or as little as he pleases. He may at his own pleasure take an annual or a periodie
lease of his land. If Le selects the latter, Le is not compelled to retain the whole of it:
during the period of settlement, but may give up what he pleases at any time, and is’
thereupon allowed an abatement cf rent. Nevertheless, Government is bound by the
périodic lease, and cannot enhance revenue during its currency. His own lands are
surrounded generally by those of the Government, upon which, though he pays nothing
for the privilege, he is allowed to graze his cattle without molestation. Similarly, Govern-
ment lands supply him with firewood. building materials, and timber for his house free
of charge. :

Summary.

~ The soil is fertile, and the revenue too light for the better lands, It it were not so,
the assessment would not work, for the rates are not differentiated, except in the roughest
manner, and, therefore, must be light enongh not to drive the worst lands out of culti-
vation; consequently, the rates are too low for the better lands. Lund is everywhere
abundant, and in some places can be had revenue-free for a term of years.  The climate
is sub-tropical, and the rainfall sufficient in quantity, equable in distribution and alinost
invariable in character. A drought has never oceurred within the memory ol man, and
famine is absolutely unknown. ‘

‘Nevertheless, notwithstanding all these advantages of climale, soil, tenure, and
revenue, some Assamese caltivators contrive to become poor, This is partly due to the
naturally indolent character of a race upon whom nature has heaped hier favours, and who
have never known the meaning of toil. It has alrcady been pointed out that labour is the
thing an Assamese most abhors,  Thisis well shown in Examples 6,7, 15, 18, 26, and 28.
But.in some parts of Assam the ryot has another enemy besides his own indolence.  This is’
sickness. Portions of the Brahmaputra Valley are now being depopulated steadily b{ t!\e
fever known as kdla-azdr. Very many parts of the valley are more or less subject to malaria,
and when illness attacks the members of a family, it is not easy to avoid debt ani its conse-
quences. Sickness at a critical time, such as the rice-plunting season, may casily involvea
household in difficultics. A loan has to be obtained, and though this is usually got without
trouble, the interest generally charged is 75 per cent. per annum, a rate which very,
quickly doubles and trebles the principal sum.  Sometimes opium is had recour:c to, owing

" to the disease, sometiines it is itself thc cause of the trouble. In any case, it generally
aggravates the original difliculty. Then, the indolence of his nature attacks the debtor. .
Instead of resolutely meeting lis difficulties when returning health gives him the strength-
to do so, he more frequently gives up the game as lost, and either continues living from!

hand to mouth, as shown in Example 7, or sinks into a life of slavery to his creditof,”

as described in Example 6. Happily, however, such cases do not form a very large pro-
portion of the population, and even in them there is never any danger of a daily insuffi-
ciency of food. On the whole, then, it may be said that real poverty is unknown in the
Brahmapatrs Valley, and that it would require a careful search to discover a single case in
which indigence was not almost entirely the fault of the family itself, and due to circame
stances almost always under its compléte control. . :

significant facts, which throw a

9. 'In concluuon, 1 would invite at,teﬁtion to five
s - this Province. They are these—

e stronlg side-light on the general condition of the people of

®). The -revenue is collected” with ease everywhere but in Sylhet, and sc':aré;ély

o

. 8Ny arrears remain over afte
where the agsessment is ligh

ey 3
%

()

E

] ] ’

of subtilty to avoid doing so. The people
simpler, and, having the money at hand, pay it with readintss,

Every district possesses extensive areas of culturable waste,

grass land, which could be reclaimed ith
" words, the land available is far in ex;:;s, o;v :,he

‘. "' - subsistence, .
{#) Begyars are almost unknown in the Province,

Hills.

(d) Coolie transport is

“

b A‘n s

Khési Hills without impressment,

aoverty with a people who ‘cannot be indy
‘overnment at even more than the-ordinary ra

- - impossible that there should be the slightest

not to be obtained b

r the close of the official I

T ue { year. In Sylhet
, test of all, the difficulty is due to the litieion.,
character of the people, mot to their p 7.8 due to the hitigious
strongest objection tg) ,p’ﬂying his eir’ poverty. The Sylhet

ia has the

revenue, and exhausts all the resources

of Assam Proper are much

, Consisting largely.
comparative ease, In other
population. Therefore, it is
difficulty as to the means of

ide I have only ;
residence of four years and tours in every district but 5;1:: %azge£3?%: *

y Governgnent anywhere but in the
. It is impossible to associate the ideg of

R‘ﬂ‘h‘f employers of  labour are compelled to import at ver e
- labour they require. This is the difficulty wl?ich has ﬁ'osx’nse:lllzuﬁeg;;?:;

. 80 prejudicially affected the tea industry of As

sam. There can be no wang

the means of subsistence amongst a people who. by refusal to work oblige

* the planter to im
. Re. 100 & head.

port his labour st an initial

cost sometimes exceeding

% DARRAH.
b g
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QUESTIONS.

1. What grains form the staple food of the people? When are they sown and harvested, and
what are the critical times at which rffin is essential to each of them, or at which a failure or excessive
fall of rain may be mischievous or ruinous?

2. What proportion of cultivated land, and what class of crops is manured yearly, and what is
the average weight of manure given to the acre (1) in land constantly manured, (2) in land
occasionally manured? If there is any customary rotation of crops and fallows, state it.

8. What is the ordinary economic condition of the portion of the agricultural population directly
engaged in the cnltivation of the land and possessing any proprietary or occupancy interest in the land?
1llustrate your reply. by giving the actual facts us to a few typical instances of such persons
taken from four or five different villgges in several portions of your district. State, with regard to
each, what area of land he holds for tillage or grazing, what his family consists of, what amount of
food grain and what value of other produce he raises on an average off his land in a year, what rent or
revenue or cesses he pays for his land, what expenses he incurs in hired labour (other than his own
labour and that of his family), what amount he spends in & year in purchases of necessaries, which he
cannot produce on his land, what kind of house he lives in, how many rooms it posseses, and how
many outhouses, what quantity of cattle or other live stock he possesses, what other property, and
what stock of grain. How does he dispose of any surplus income, whether by hoarding or lending
money, or investing it in ornaments, or spending it on marriage ceremonies, or otherwise? What are
his debts, and to what are they commonly due? State what proportion of the agriculturists of your
district you believe to be in debt, and what proportion their average indebtedness bears to their
average yearly income. Endeavour to obtain the opinions on these points of well-informed and
trustworthy native residents of different sub-divisions, and, in submitting such opinions, explain the
position of your informants, and the probable means at their command of forming correct conclusions.

4. Describe the tenures of land (proprietary and occupancy) which are most common, and as
nearly as you can the area of cultivated land held by each kind of tenure. How far does the character
of the tenure appear to affect the economic condition of the person holding it ? Are there any condi-
tions of tenure (such, for instance, as unrestricted freedom of transfer) which might be changed with.
advantage to the holder and without-injury to other parties?

5. Are the holders of the above tenures in the habit of earrying out material improvements
such as digging wells or channels, necessary in order to use the water ina canal? Are their action;
in this respect affected most by the security or insecurity of their tenure, or by their wealth or poverty ?
Or are there any other reasons which hinder such investments of their labour and capital? What
have been the effects of recent Land Improvement Acts ? Have they tended to enlarge or narrow the
making of advauces by Government? Does the condition of the country render it desirable that the
operation of these Acts should be facilitated, or their scope enlarged, and are there any apparent

_difficulties in the way of doing this that could be removed ? Is the demand for -interest on Govern-
ment advances obstructive or prohibitory ?

6. What is the average price of land per acre ? What amount of land on an average is sold
every year for arrears of revenve and for decrees of court? What quantity of Jand has been trans-
ferred in your district to non-agricultural and non-resident landlords ?

7. What are the wages usually paid to hired field labourers ? *Are they paid in kind or money ?
Give the rates as far as you can for the chief kinds of labonr in ordinary years. Is the hired labourer
usually able to subsist with fair ease on the grain or other payments he receives at harvest and other

periods during the intervals between such payments, or is he frequently forced to borrow and fore-
stall future payments? :

8. What is the state of your district as to the activity of commerce ? Hasit an energetic and
enterprising tradm_g ‘01ass ? Do any of the districts subsist mainly on their own resources, and
export and import littie ? + Or is there an active and constant ebb and flow of trade?

k J. t“’hnt incéd.ental and collateral sources of income do the people possess, which are not
taken Into accountin assessing revenue, e.g., milk and ghi, breeding of livestock, fowls, silk-
&c., weaving of cloths for domestic use, and the like? g ’ i k T

10.  What facilities have they for adding to their income by labour, either in the neighbourhood
_of their homes or by migrating to a distance, and to what extent do thé'," avail t-hemselvesgof gt‘:ermog .
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NOTE 1.—By H. LurrManN-Jonxnson, Esq., 03;, Judge and Comm;;\usioner,: KLssam Valley Dutnctg.
. i v a“"{"“ ' s
i i  vi ich I have formed of the condition
ked to give a concise and clear record of the views whic a the
of thg pA:);lse svitl;)ingthe area of my jurisdiction. Like the ]Fe:v,t of East::syl a;(:e:i\%' l(]i;zls:;gg szﬁ';:l':
f the means of subsistence. In my division a livingisso'e .

:l;zn(;:;zerfli:ed; that is, they are too contented, have feﬁ-aghlt:ﬁn:,t gev::;?el;% ::ov; ;1?;; o‘tI>§er x(ﬁ:

imited to the area of my jurisdiction, I should go on4gujiy that the |
?xf ti.’)llll?lilt: (in %:stern Berzgjal and Sylh"et, where al;g thedp qp‘].:'afe A‘é_xtrexsr;?g’ weg l;ﬂ;;vt:?. :%1::&:
ly increased, and this increase has remdered exertion a necessity. . . 1
11‘312?71(1”::1?1“&3 Surma vailey the people are too well off to accept work which they conslidf;r ltfgegth their
dign’fty such as earthwork on roads, porlerage, work in tea-gardens. We import l:'l ol'b e ,lmymee
annua'll’y some 20,000 to 80,000 labourers, because our people will not work for the hl era ‘?{ges
offered.” None of these people come from the neigh})oulfing Vé’slgn:ts of Befgalx'nyvgih;ziéi eis: ?z?::a .g:i

t to me, I thought they were sent by mistake. at we want in my . di . :
, nggl::itn :mxln c:)mpetitiogn for the means of existence. Upper India suffers frqﬁlfd’;ms of,; dogltlxh;tlop
. gnd excessive competition for the means of existence. No one has even for & mfpm%gg stigges K at my

division—that Eastern India generally—suffers from the want of the means : ;uI s:is.tefxg%.d{ \ 1sta;g

tion is made, not about this part of India, but about Upper India and %(:1]; rad l:,l m,f tsb%ab(‘i)zd;

parts of Indiait is as true asit is untrue of Eastern India, of Gujarat, of the deltas o the very

»
'

aud, the Uauvery, of the Malabar coast and of some other favoured tracts. .

F

NOTE 2.—By A. C. CampBELL, E8q., Deputy-Commissioner, Kdmnip. w‘ ) e
. . »
‘T send. the amswers of three influential native gentlemen acq@ainted with English who have

been consulted by. me, iz .i—

«

. bu Guru Prasad Das, Sub-divisional Oﬂicfar, Barpeta. Cy
82% Bﬁ,,u Kaliram Chaudhu,ri, Ixtra-Assistant-Commissioner. oA
(3.) » Radhanath, Tahsildar.

SRR
3

‘ . . . 0 ce ﬁz‘
rsed on the subject with other native gent.lemen of experience,
' tabsil%irsl“ xlzglfzaz:ll::s*ogﬁ;?swrial officers, snd others. I have also availed myself o myk;;er;oﬁ?
ih;kﬂbw!ed o of the coun,try for over thirty years, and I think I may hazard the following remarks o thy
" subjects %eferred to in Sir,Edward Buck’s Circular of the 17th August last.

: t ' “desirable if éhe Government of India had qpeciﬁed the local areas it
. whi l'? thﬁt w:;\i?at};g;e(})f? elnnc‘i?:y were alleged to suffer from daily insufficiency of food, and of the
&ji o morle; particularly affected by such privation, In Assam, I amn aware of no classes who ar
e asgis to pravide themselves with af Jeast two cooked meals ({)er dieny. The only exceptions are Brahmir
,,?71}3 es ' vgho‘ way of continual penance are restricted to_only one cooked meal during the day
i tion '}x;dt being caused by want of means to provqu fwo meals, an@ being, moreover,
: l!s i pnv:bsemnce may be left out of consideration, except that it illustrates forcibly that two cooke
:e;gllso?uring the dray is considered the mormal food supply of the population, and that one snc!
cooked meal is deemed a penance. ’ : : R
: i i *poi the laboar
ing to the third paragraph of Sir E. Buck’s letter, I would point out that the la
of tht' F?;ﬁiﬂ," IE}gmn;)ni'ss?on did pnotgexfend to Assam, aui‘li ,thtg coptac_ltu;mns w!nch th;{ :r;;ﬁ :: ::
i iderabl dification as regards their application to this province.
. :ﬂ:geg;bgg;ii:;n:;%eﬁ: ?ogzoby the Goﬁernﬁlﬁof India i; rg:*ggred ml;llet:}:itgﬂﬁjgs‘:tlitfyy t%z ::eg::
4 i i i as res .
.natare of the assertions to be sifted, and contf ated Oi[ admi tossan, Bowover vomiih. o ordsaceny
“insufficiency of food” may be variously interpreted. , Many c O o) 10 O finaril
i th etables, varied occasionally by fish or meat diet. y
32922?1 ’;Eguilﬁ‘g:ﬁ (;503, f);tv ftg is what the peoplé sre accustomed to, and even if they had means they
: ther diet. : -
wonl(’}.‘:vile?v:h%(l)egomg cooked feals for a family of, say, five persons, consisting of two adults and thre
juveniles, can be secured for about two annas or ten pice per diem, supplemented by home-
lvegetable;s self-captured fish, &¢. The Director of Land Records is aware from his knowledgeof th:
"country that no adnlt male need find apy difficulty in earning from three to four annas pering |
personal labour, so that if any one chooses to suffer from msufficiency of food, it is entirely his ows,
I have nothing very particular to say on the series of questions which hsvevbeen sent me. _The
have been answered by the native gentlemen who have been consulted. I have only wﬂpﬂ :
the enquiry seems singularly unsuited to the conditions of the agricultural populafien of this Mnce
and I do not consider any further action called for.

%)
. k3 sll;&m
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NOTE 3.—~Bx J. Kxox Wik,

Tﬁe:'pbnﬁden,ti;ll iy
India, has ‘Httle orwb ¢

with the state of thig:

did not answer the questions at all, bit:contented themsely
or want in Sibsigar was impossible. ~'The peasaiitry here are, I supp
means, enough to supply al

the world. They have as a bod
enquiries convinces me that per centu.
supply. In the large majority of cases a mpth s
he'is sure to have somte money buried,a

¢! »

- Worms, the breed
 Metipt; from whighyehorn
e und for saléy is very Common,

gf dvolies from Bengal and the North-West, and

" sAssamese labour was much used by managers of gardens,
+is much smaller than before. They are found to be lazy,
that much reliance or dependence cannot be placed upon them, and so’othé¥ labout is’

same way, with the labour under the Public Works Department. " Not mitich - As
used,. - Coolies from Bengal and Kacharis from elsewhere do most of

Assamese also work.

tiglar No. 44F.—8.1, dated ¢

i cases there is enou

buried., &) _Q'ﬂmne grain in stock; &5 a
grain, but store it. When they haﬁo‘aevjl‘il'ﬁﬁm’»su

“ Question 9~ Besides the usual trades, such as those of car
blacksmiths, &c., the Assamese have many means of earnin

‘ ing ‘of.stock, cattle, buffaloes, fowls, ducks
yefiormous profits are made by the sale of

: s i l; e o e AT R e " 5
Esar. 05, Dopsty-Commigion, Sibibgaris 1 7

agghtiouf%.——SO well off are the Assamese here that there is no such thin ‘a
ly. Formerly, when labour was more scarce on ten-gnrdens, i.e;;whea

Did the Assamese here really need to work, they could gefa:tfy

'dobrs almosts , In the very few cxceptional cases where hired labou

penters, goldsmiths, potters, braziers,
g money. For instance, the rearing of siik.
, &c. Large herds of cattle and,buﬂ%.l‘

milk. The weaving of cloth, both for heme

I

»17th Au st 887 of the, overnment o,
vo; Some of Glie™ gentlemen -vohstlted by me
s with stating that s ‘

ch a thing as famine

86, as well off a3 anywhere in
1, their wants. The result of my
’ gh paddy stored for a year's
\amdant supply isin stock. However poor the ryot,

as a rule, ryots do Hot sell ‘their
re i pply in hand, they begin to sell. -
ot PThe following replies are made to the questions ¥ent:— '

0as.3xne

$ hired labour, speaking

hétt thiatd ‘was lods impostution.
fewer Kacharis “ddd$ill tibes’ care “to! ‘wrk;.

But the nﬁmbﬁf'gf’ﬁs’sé’u‘iese How estployen:
to go and “come wheit" they liKe: it is folmd

preferred.” Fur thig:
ssamese “labout fe

the'tabour, though of “course the!
e e B R

dmouht " ‘at - thefr very":

t is wsed, thd  minimiam ig Rs*7%

N . r . . ) 1
per mensem, or 4 annas a day. This fact alone speaks volumes. S L
" - Question 1.—The staple food it this district is ag follows :— Sonoe B A
RPN . . . e b v',!\"»' R .
‘ =2 ittt i % ‘(‘L'“."i _?f'i'i'a«‘h' 7T

\

When sown.

Y v ' :
xaa_me of crop. Wheun Larvested.

o g

- I
When rain wanted, ™"

e W LT RPN ¢
4y Tt -

e vk,
. - '
G N R |
g * Whén'ﬂin injurious,

“Ahy paddy ............ February, March, | June, July, August | One month' after sowing | Never damaged except oce
. April. ‘ e ‘casionally on the..hanks
: ’ _ ! ,0f the Brahmaputrg &
86l paddy .............. May, June, July. | Noveraber, Decem.- May to June for prepar.- ‘Only damaged ;y fidods
‘ . ber, January. ing the ground, but| - from. the Brahmaputra,
R from July to September, | not by rain. s
‘ especially  September, ' v
much rain ig wanted: -+ “f . - . -
‘ ‘ . i R . Lt TN §Y . e B L
Bugarcane ......ieeu., April, May ...... LFebruary, March, [ Time of BOWINZ sauvaiies | From May tg August there
- . . April. ot must . be t&ain for the.
‘ | o crops . om LT e
‘ Mung .. | Y& £ : Sunis wantedvforst‘)” ) E ssive rain i 8 e
Pulses ... i v | L 'August, Sep. | | § December, Ja- 1 ohs | eXCessive rain.in Sepiema,
Pulses { gzl:'f;mm:; } tembey. ¥ } { nuary. ing, then light |, ilfl', S at time of custing,
A St 1 ‘ : » N AR Decembery Januaty,
: ‘ o o spoils the ¢rop¥ "
. » ‘ . (4 ‘. N ‘J . y B : ‘~ .t ¥ '
Mustard srseasnnaan *Of)z?_ber, Novem- Febm!;f,‘“yarch... Ditto wvvvevveepmrnsnnan | Ditto .. ,‘.vditt,o.l__ .

H

1

'*Sncha thing as the general fiilure of cropswkig;tﬁﬁistrict is, I'am t'cﬁ)l:d,,
eaé invasions,

voardity éVer known was in the time of- the Burm
the people were constrained to eat even “ Bangutees;
whptt' theland¢ are tilled and sown, cropsare the i
S Quadion' g
has only: -
NGAY degp

ey

tadon i fuvourable the Jagdk il by
(B (Snlhn‘:f;%bm’ce gt o
250m,.that any lafd is.evar s¥5)
1 his brothérs-.y: He takes all Ho' cag
thout any thonoht for thi fninra

sown with any kind of cro
mitantes, such as illness of t}
fed;16 remain fallow. In short, the Apsatiioaty

h out of his land (consistently Wwith, 4o

[}

essary result. R
5.2The land a parently needs no manure, as the sa ing: poed «
be tioklud with garrow and it bursts fortlxl‘?nto a smihyng ’lﬁ'rvé‘st:
lo) y o sdotibt it wamld yield heavier crops; but it might the
< ¥¥ith its present management no manure is
Bn#hared; and very heawily. Most lands are
"* “of mAnure: are used per.acre. The total area

It is a mere- question

e cultivator,

Xyot s ad inconigd
t. oversorking %

. T
. . U -
unknown. The only®

when Tand. had to be loft untilled, and

spear grass), otherwise call

ed “ Chaukanthas,” hut -

’

the soil is so rich; thht it-
" Of;gotirse, if the land~
n becomé)gxhauéted, dnd"
used: itis not wanted. -
'matuzed three.times in the. year,
ander sugarcane is only--,e,jso:‘
T T G e B
8, it4ho samo Jand is-ahu and mastard, abn 1and- ptlses,
N5 3. the cultivator can help it.

syl

or shu 4nd; séh.,No .
of the season, .. If ﬁm“.

isuitable,  and a8 offen ag possibl s
nwiplo

or. an . unfavy
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Question 3.—The ordinary economic condition of the Assamese agriculturists is exceptionally
good. I give below four instances taken from life:— - ’

R

Number of | Amonnt of Lagd reve-| Amouat : -
Area of ‘Value of Kumber of { Namber of .
Name, people in | paddy reap-{Other crops. nue and spent on R
land held. house. ed. other Crops. | 1500) rate. | necesssries, houses, Swe X ‘
. N T
B. K L Mds. |Mds Ba. - Re. .
Pabar, Deori .. 39 4 4 19 275 |13 kalaf. 86. |L.R.Rs.92-18| 38 | 3 9 cattle. Bmploys no hired -
12 mustard. & local rate Sout-houses.] § buffaloes.| labour. Hoards
. Re, 1.7. all savings. Has -
no debts. o
Jizol, Deori.... 82 118 12 220 116 matikalal 35 {LRRs17-14 38 !llargehouse] 14 oattle. Bmploys no ﬁhd
2 mostard, looal rate Hs outhonses. | 1 buflalo, | labonr. Oweb-*
Ral-2, Rs. 80 on acoount
of purchase of
| cattle.
Surumon,Ahom| 31 3 4 6 128 eees  |L.R.Re, 107 45 |llargehonse.f 4 dattde. | Employs no hired
o local rate ont-houses.| + . { labour. The ex-
Rs. 18, : " iture, Rs. 46,
large beoause
he takes opium.
Has no debts,
Maniram, Ahom 13 3 0 8 75 L. R, Rs, 80 80 (llargehouse.] 2 cattle. Erploys no hired
local rate 3 out hounses. labour, has no
Rs, 0-9. debts, Hoards
savings,

Tha ordinary house of an Assamese has four compartments, one is used for cooking, another for -
eating, another for sleeping, and the fourth is kept as an empty room for the reception of friends and
keeping articles. It is only the very poor who have not this fourth room. The out-houses consist of
a cattle-shed and a granary. These three houses (i.e., the house for the family and the two out-
houses) are to be found in “all ryots’ homesteads. The property owned by the above ryots consists of .
the tismal stock of clothing and “cooking utensils and ornaments. The stock of grain in hand is-mot
known, from one to three years’ supply. The general practice is to hoard savings. - No ryot is happy
unless he has money baried and a good supply of grain in stock. The expenditure in marriages has -
increased. Formerly in the Réja's time common people were not allowed to ride on elephants, in
- palkis (dolas), or on {orsebaek. As this is now allowed, the practice is often indulged in, elephasits are

ﬁired, so are ponied. But with regard to palkis only Bengali coolies can be hired, as the Assamese
censider it degrading to do the work. Hven those whose fathers actunally used to work as palki-
.. bearers and who are by caste duliyas refuse on any consideration to carry & palki now. In the same
way Assamese do not like to work on roads (Bengalis and Kacharies have to be imported), because in
the Réja’s time only the commonest coolies did the work. They were called kdri. This term is now
used as a term of abuse. Hence the distike of Assamesé to do road work.

Amopg the agriculturists I doubt whether so large a percentage as even 20 are in debt. - The
small profortion who are in debt are so only temporarily. They have borrowed small sums on acconnt
of marriage oxpenses or for the purchase of stock. = The debts arc small in amount, and do not exceed
one year’s income in the very large proportion of cases. I have consulted some of the most educated
and “intelligent Assamese on this subject. Besides the offioe staff (one of whom has been in
Government employ for 33 years and has been Revenue Sheristadar or Superintendant for 22 years),
I have derived my information from mauzadérs, who are in constant contact with the. agriculturists,
who realise the rtevenue regularly from them, and who know their daily life, their means, &e.
intimately. g

Question 4.—The general tenures are under decennial and annual leases. Under the former the
area is 279,839 acres. Under the latter it is 46,721 acres. ‘

The total area held under these tenures is 326,560 acres, Roughly speaking, the whole of the
decennial area is cuitivated. ) B

The only question of interest to the ryotsin the matter of these tenures is that annual leases are
not transferable, They differ from decennial leases in that when cancelled, no compensation is
allowed for the land, only for houses and crops.

There are very few sub-tenants, so few asnot to be referred to.

Question 5.—The holders of the above tenures are most distinctly not in the habit of carrying
out material improvements. The rain supplies all the wants of the agriculturists in the way of -water.
Advances to agriculturists by Government are unknown, because not required.

Question. 6.-—It is not easy to strike an average for tha price of land. Good land, in a good
situation, fetches from Rs. 50 to Rs. 100 per purd (4 bighas). In bad localities it fetches from
Rs. 5 to Rs. 10 only per purd. In some exceptional eases it is unsaleable. More or less land is seldom
or never sold for arrears of revenue. Last year only 7 acres were so sold. - The.g.rice realised was high,
being Rs. 388. ‘ g

The area sold for civil court decrees was 20 acres for Bs.-365-8. I cannot hear of any instance
in which land has been transferred to non-agricultural “or non-resident landlords.» One or two
cases are known of Marwari traders buying land for the purpose of making tea-gardens, but they are
resident, and though not agricultuial themselves, they : propose to work the gardens through other
agency.

Question 7.—The practice in this district, when a man cannot himself cultivate the whole of his
land, is as follows:— ‘

In very few exceptional cases hired labour may be employed, but the cases are very few indeed. .
The price paid is 4 annas per diem, or Rs, 74 per mensem. .“The general custom is on khandua® terms..

: By this arrangement the non-owner pays the whole of th#latd revenue due to Government;’and, in adw.
dition; pays to the owner Re. 1 or Re: 1-8 per digha.. -, ST

4

3

Pr

* - il » o
¢ ¢« Khand ™ meaus “crap season. "v+Ia Nowgong to let landron “ Khandua " terms : means -fp lot.it for one crop.
Thus, if & man cannot grown ahu on.#piece of his faringati land;“he-maydet it to aqeighbetr for the-ahuseason, and .
take it up himself for a cold weather cop. In such a case the lessce will pay half ame to the owher. Bupit land js.
hardly ever given on “Khandua” terms.—II. Z, D, ‘ e e s %. SRR

()

The ether system ds known as ddhi,"hicﬁixzs twofold. Under one, the non-owner pays no land
revepue fo Government, but merely gives -one half of the produce to the owner. Umfer the other,
. the nsn.ownor’w% no revenue to Government, but merely gives a fixed quantity, from 1} to 2 maunds,
saf-paddy to tagowner. ‘ - ) ‘
'*}P Ablebodied agriculturists can make from Re. 7 to Rs. 12 per mensem. ’
X “?W“S' carpenters, blacksmiths make from®s. 35 to Rs. 40 a month. Even natives have to pay
g gatich as Rs, 4 to Rs. 5 for domestic servaiits;y
i# No servant can be had under R, 8a month. ** .
Question 8. —Commerce is fairly active n the principal marts of ithis district. It is chiefly in the
‘handg of Marwari traders. Some ) ;dsalmatrlls are also 1ekngaged in the trade. '
Paddy is esported upstream. Mustard, muga silk, and cloths are experted.
The hpu\ts are qbﬂy cloths, oil of sorts, threaci, brass wire, salt, and rice chiefly for gardens,
The traders in the sadr hlone are assessed to income-tax on profits estimated roughly at Rs. 40,000.

8o the trading profits for the district would exceed one lakh of rupees.

The existence of a very large number of tea-gardens makes the trade considerably greater in
volurge than it otherwise would be.

NOTE 4.—By Ra1 Gu~xaBHIRAM SARMA Borua BAHADUE, Extra-Assistant-Cnmmissioner,“kowg’hg,
{All the notes and most of the words in brackets have been added by me.~H. Z. D). L

.As a'matien the Assamese are neither too rich nor too poor. There are neithar: zemindérs and
wealthy merchants, . nor too poor people who eat what is left of a meal. They all live.in houses made
«of bamboos .and grass. It is only the well-to-do who care for wooden posts in.their houses. Their

«dréds is simple  dhoti and khania (embroidered shawl) or cheleng (plain shagl) They must
. havv«.fﬂmllﬂ? .o%en of a.gamcha (towellin%) on their heads when they  visit each other on
festivals,; of - when they go to cutcherry. Their clothes are principally made at their homes.
The well-toxdo bave a sola (shirt) or.coat or angu (wa.istqdatg eitber of cotton or eri. Thes
“have generally a gamcha, in which they keep their tamul, pan, chunam, tobaeco, knife pice
and a lot of other things. This answers the purpose. of a pocket, as also ofa handke’robief:
They have little sympathy for foreigners, whom they call Bengalis. By Bengali is meant all b#the
Assamese and the hill tribes. If there is anfthing unclean or bad it is the Bengali. The Europeaghgre
Sahibs and other foreigners are Bengalis. In thetimes of the Ahom kings the Bengali was not as mush
hated as be is now. Very probably this hatred.began from the time the British came to this country, for
the Bengalis and othets whacame at first behaved themselves badly. It is the Bengali who is uncl:aan
but his things are good, and his acts copied. A Bengali baat, Bengali cup, Bengali dhoti, and Bengali :
dress are approved, but the poor Bengali is hated to the extreme. Our young men consider the Bengalis
as usurpers of their just rights, and this has made us so that we adopt artificial means to show that we
are not Bengalis, and this we do, nogwithstanding our unconscious copying of Ben gali habits and manners
*Our old ideas and notions of mode of life are giving way. Qur caste system isnot strict. The occu-
ation of one caste is quietly and usefully followed by gnother. Land and women can be easily obtained
in this country. The Bengalis who settle here are essily admitted into society, and find a Gosain
{or'religious teacher) and a priest. The Assamese are very liberal in this respect.
The well-jo-do Assamese ryots have five houses, borghar where he sleeps and cooks; moralghar
where he keeps his things and the women sit, chauraghar where he sits, a stare-house sr bl’loral where
- he keops his paddy, & cow-shed where he keej)s his cows, and & shed for his tantsal or loom, He takes
_rioe, and the two principal curries are khar* and sag or adkhariya and tenga, i.c., one curry softened
. ig{khat'(alkalme substance), and another mixed with something that issour, such as tamarind, oranges, &c
+ They have two meals, one at midday and the other at night. Fish is the principal animal ’food' chillies
alakia) is the principal condiment. Pulses, snch as matimah and kolamah, are now and then cooked,
l.xey have not 88 many pujas or fasting days as the Bengalis have; Maght Bihu, Baisak Bihu Kartil;
Bihu, are three principal festivals when people visit each other and give feasts. In the Baisak Bihu cows
~are taken to the nearest bil or river,‘lnnd the(;'e w?%hed). From the Magh Bihu till the Baisak Bihu
_ The catile graze in e flelds. There 3,  Cattle are udang (free), i.e., not kept during day. The Magh Bihu is
o fxed spot for n%f:rd&‘: They axe matched  bhogali (er&oya.ble), where people enjoy in"'c%.kesyand eat.ableég, bbcause it
: falls after the crops are harvested. The Baisak Bihu is rangali (merry),
because the petrplni amuse and glance gnd sing, and the Kartik Bihu kongali (poor). Besides the Bihu; ‘
here are the fes?wals of Janmas@amr (birt:h of _Krishna), and Guru Kirtant in honour of Sankar and
. Madhav. The v;&ge:s alév perfopm the tithes of the principal Mohunts§ when they pray and perform

Bhaona (thentrical amuseinént). "Lhis sort of prayer or
) " m?’ alss. The Fagua or Dglja 8 pray am|| and Bhaona are performed on other

powder festival) is performed by Gosains and the well-to-

P Kot by the people genetslly. - Ambubachi is anoth%r festival. yIt occurs on th;:;vtﬂl‘;;i:
and ends ogithe 11th Assar. The eatth i¥ said to be unclean on these days and to menstraste. o the
pext day old pets and pans are t.hrowm and new ones taken. The houses are cleaned and clothes
washed. During the Ambubachi the #th 18 not ploughed over,#nd the temple idols are not tonched

, Mubammadans _bave very few festivals. Mogurmm is net dberved. ey fast in the Rama.zal;. .

. The Muhammadans in the interior observe Hindu fastivals. Lalungs, Kacharis, Mikirs,and other. il

: . bribes observe Bihu festivalsY and have their pyjas, in which they give feasts, by killing pigs and fqwls

Y , oﬂ'e_png grog made by them g the go stag. By the: Hindu ryots sewas (religions services) arg-

s forniéd as- often as they can. People gre invited to prayer meetings. Religious %o‘oki amg read g

welferin gedist butedto " - " Inine’caséa opium-enters are invited, and,@inmxﬁvﬁw&@

o i vigpenio UG QG o o Sl il ot o g B e ()
2 )mg‘n. vegolt d with np&ewid‘ 5 ' g ,:‘; ."r.,.,‘;,g R
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The cultivator goes to his field early in the morning and returns at noon. Sometimes he
oes to the nearest bil, and returns home with fishes. He bathes and goes to the place where
e has his puthi (religious manuscript). He quietly repeats “ Krisna Hori Ram Ram,” sitting for a
while, and then takes his midday meal. He takes rest fur a while, and again works in the field. In the
afternoon the elderly members sit in the village Namghar or under some big tre in the village,and enquire
into cases. Sometimes they arrange how to perform certain ceremonies and impose fines on recusant
ryots who neglect to join their meetings or work. In the evening some of them go to the Namghar
and have rehearsals of Bhaona. They arrange for the reception of a Gosain or supply things to the
Mohant or the village elders. Sometimes they go to the houses of the mauzadérs, and join in enquiry
of disputes concerning land or other matters. o

The women join their husbands in weeding, planting, and reaping, catch fish with the Jakoi,* fetch
water, cook, and work in the loom or spin. lmported threads have, however, diminished the labours of
spinning, Young boys and girls who can work keep cows and buffaloes and work in the field. Some-
times they play and dance and sing.

The Assamese are, in fact, cultivators, from the highest Dangoriat and thie Mohunt to the lowest
Maganiya (beggar) and Charal (potter). They are all cultivators. Other professions or occupations are
but ornaments. Those who do not cultivate themselves, do so by employing haloa} or morakiya plongh-
men, and the common ryot cultivates his own land. The descendants of old houses are, on account of
their laziness and indifference, being absorbed in the general ﬁopulation. Their wealth consisted of
slaves and paiks (servants) of the khels to which they presided. They suppligd them with their necessaries.
They had no thirst for making money. As soon as they lost their appointments they became useless.
After the British conquest the tenure of holding appointments changed. The emancipatiou of slaves
interfered with their mode of life, the Mohuats lost their Charch Government. They cannot exercise
that power which they used to do before. The upper class cannot work themseives, and are obliged

to employ others for the purpose. As, however, their means are scanty, they can ill afford the same.

1n order to keep their position, they arein many cases obliged to borrow money at high rates of interest,
pledging their ornaments and valuables, which they cannot redeeu}. On account of a common belief that
the Company’s Raj would not last long, as well as the idea of a vain glory, the first generation of Assam-
ese noblemen and Mohunts did not think of educating their children. They thought it beneath their
dignity to be educated in schools or to work like other people. Many of them declined pensions offered,
to them. Some ofthem were satisfied with mauzadarships of petty maunzas. It was the Brahmin and the
Kolitas, who occupied less honourable posts under the Ahom Government, who got appointments
under the British Government. Hence it was that Katki, Kukoti, Khaund, Bordaloi, Hazarika,
Mazumdar, Boruah, and Borah held responsible posts after the British conquest, Want of wealth,
combined with ignorance and vanity, made the upper class indifferént, and their children have now
dwindled into nothing, having lost their old influence and power. They have, however, been
convinced of their ignorance and helplessness, and have now come to see the right path. Hence it is
that we find young Mohunts and members of Assamesc nobility trying their fortunes by following the
occupations of tea-garden mubarrirs, mandals, and petty contractors, as well as petty traders. Hence it is
that we find in our present schools the children of the old upper class.

The lower or the labouring class, on the other hand, benefited by the change of Governmant. All
along they were merely labourers. The Slave Emancipation Act™ added a good pumbor tothis class.
Formerly they worked, but the work did not give them anything besides satisfying their wants. At present
when they work, they get something which they can see and enjoy. Constant contact with foreigners
and the increased means of communication and supplv have caused to increase their wants. Eman-
cipation from an iron rule is itself sufticient to make a nation active. This, with the gradual increase
of wants, have made the people more active. They are trying hard to rise up and better their
conditions, and in many cases they have succeeded. They labour hard and have no family pride to
dissuade them from any kind of work. They have a disliking for rendering menial service, unless
compelled by necessity. They seldom come to work as common labourers. Land is cheap, and the
soil fertile. They would till the land, and enjoy independence rather than render service as coolies, or
labourers. Hence it is that the grice of labour is very dear here. We pay a day labourer or coolie
four annas a day.

The class of artizans is dying out. We get imported articles cheaper, and they are also better. For
this reason indigenous artizans and manufactares are neglected, In former times there were kiels
of Kamars (blacksmiths), Sonari (goldsmiths), Barhai (carpenters), &c. Thev used to do work,

~ because theyhad to supply the wants of the king and the musters of the kh-l. By this means the public
“nsed td: be benefited. ~ They held and enjoyed land under a sortof serviow tenure. 'Theservice system

has*fiow: 'bgen given up, and the land revenue is the only demand now made. In former "times

- f

z “artizan®h er worked for the sake of the art; they worked for the sake of supplying the king’s wants,

As the Government does not now require any articles, and as imported articles are being supplied,
they gave up the work. They see that by payment of the revenue, they stand on an equal footing
with those who were their masters. Compulsory labour has been abolished, and the people who have
“ not yet forgotten the hardship of such labour, have at once sought and found ease. They dislike to follow
Atheir former occuapations, as well as to render service to others. They regard rendering menial service

. to others, especiaily to Government and Government officers, as a kind of slavery.§

-

Caste system is very lax.. We are our own barbers, basket-makers, washermeti, oilmen, drummers,
&c. We Iave an adage “Serve the crowned (king) or the crooked (plongh)!”” They are not now
required to sérve the king, and they therefore serve the plough.

r——

"© A kind of trap. See page 11, *

o 1 6uriﬂg tﬁ%’jh(‘;ﬁ\Rﬁjas’ time none but the threc Prime Ministers could assume the title of Dahgorin.'Now
I . . :

A " any lmdﬁhgf wealth or position takes the title. - :
$: Haloagploughman,(for halgplough), a servant gerferally engaged on the bondha system, whereas a morakiys
ploughmatizis . Qeelabplé“ . ho in retufld for the use of a pair of bullocks on his own land docs ploughing two days
out of (.htb&' ¢-oif the Tl of the owner of the cattle. - o :
' Lo : § cf. pages 4 and 51. R .

“artizans who are usefully employed. The other classes have declined.

( 38 )

The facilities afforded to trade have shown them
the way how the fit by disposi i
ﬂzrplui proolt:eds of thtlal field. The labouring class has bg;n thrivig'oca::u? r?mprgv?;;p:s%ngoszlhelf
thi‘:xn); .a:v:ou:::’:le::gma?;ugh Ato help 1the i‘ons (:ﬁ old families pecun{farily, keeping oma}gnents ::ti
things as c + A new class from the cream of the labouring class is bei
1t :inth lnftllllye be the upper class in wealth, position, and education. The ungx;:::e:]s :)i:;;lg g%raﬂ’ iy
?:de ::d:n ;ngn?lﬂ' otf.t-he hlgher class have been acting in a peculiar way, The forr;lerg have be(:::;rer
acti ime { ; indi | as
rp:nd o ek ve, and at the same time insolent; and the latter lazy and indifferent, as well as
Just about when the British power settled in the co '
J : untry, f :
utensils. Almostall the utensils andpots were oither earthen or w?:;deenw§pﬁaoop ég ?ﬁ?itl)"::ﬁ orréamegts y
were their lotas, Silver ornaments, such as earrings, rings, and neci&lace with common zlcl)lracio . un%gs
Jjewellery of the well-to-do ryot. ‘Muga and eri mekla (petticoats) and dhotis and kha.nias wore the‘
marriage dresses, Times have changed; gold ornaments, gold moni (beads), brazen gharras awsre ;
plates, and silk ocloths may now be seen in the houscs of common ryots. The hav% now fi a dcups,.
means of investing their savings and disposing of their surplus proceeds of th);ir ﬁeldss'wtheoun lout
them by purchasing such thingsas soon as they can. Sonaris or Harjs (goldsmiths) “are {heugr:f;

In an Assamese village there are one or two khels (divisi :
They manage their own public affairs, holdjng councils in tl(le Ntr(:rn;l)];.r ff? (::ll]xeklzr?h::: P .O.WI;hoﬂicers.
of a tree, generally in the afternoon. They exercise pewer, which keeps the peo leor 11(11 © sbado
There are drummers and layers of musical instruments in Bhaona parties, as \\Ir)ellpas &ligt ?l'; Céontrol.
oﬂ'enngs.and resents, '_1lla e elders’ Qecifie Ppetty disputes, keeping thc;se of a serious ri 1:orsfof
the Gosain or the mauzadir. Excommunications, parachit (atonement), and fines are the naf lill‘e or
They build their own Namghars and make their own cow-paths. They’have a sort of Govg:ms n;ent._
their own. They seek our courts us _courts of appeal, only when there is a diff f e, of
when the matter is of a serious or heinons nature, erence ot opinion, or

The land is fertile, and the population sparse. Famines are scarce,

people a good crop. There has been no case of death by stateation. and a little labour gives the

Every family can almost main-
, they are free.

The people are rich enough to spend yearly nearly a sum equal to the lang revenue for purchasing

opium. They are neither rich nor poor, and are all ha and .

cun afford to have two meals a day throughout the yealt)'?y Onlvc:l?c:z?tf:; p’ka-l ieﬁioglfetﬁ)f e lains
cannot aﬂ;?rd to eat rice twice for about two months in the year. Of the hill tribes, 5 e o
on kochn,* alu, meat, and vegetable ﬁroduce for about two months, and cannot .’aﬁ-p?l‘ fent. Lsub§lst
The people of the plains seldom leave their houses even for acquiring n’mney Thev o ord to e:lu rice.
911(;! 1";‘: 1;‘;‘1’9 zsge :ﬁw'l[‘)}?ople who are beggars in the strict sense of the word. Tﬂe ei‘gr;o?:l?tr aer)xl:ig?l;z
i;; r(x)r :st. y . e resources of the country are so that any one who can work can reap a good

¢ See Appendix D.—No. 51. t A narrow waist cloth ill tri
§ Lao is a gourd, the dried fruit of which is largelyous;e;7 :;l; l;){)tltlicl;l tribes.
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- APPENDIX C.
I.—ExaumpLEs cOLLECTED BY MR, H. Z. DaRrran.

ExaMPLE I.—PHAKIALGAON.

A village inhabited by Phakials close to Jaipur in the sadr sub-division of Lakhimpur and
situated on the Dihing; generally known as Phakialgaon. A curious type of community, found only
in this district, and almost always close to the border. (Visited 14th January 1888).

1. The community consists of ten families occupying as many separate sets of premises.
There are 15 men, 17 women, 15 boys and 13 girls, 60 souls altoge-~
ther. All these are more or less connected by blood. But the
community is probably not long enough settled in its present quarters to show signs of the evil
effects of inter-breeding. The original fathers of the little colony had abandoned their own hills
owing to constant quarrels with their neighbours, the Singphos, but the people could not say how long
ago the migration had taken place. It had probably occurred in the time of the previous
generation.

2. The holding* of the whole community is in one lease and consists of the }'ollowing

1. Family.

2. Holding and revenae. ]‘a‘nd:— '
iB. K. L.
Basti 5§ 3 0
Rupit 45 3 4
Faringati ... .es T 17
Total . 58 211

The revenue payable is Rs. 37-11-9 and local rate Rs. 2-6, total Rs. 40-1-9.

(@) Gardens.—Practically there are none, though tobacco is grown in patches. Each house is
not, as is generally the case in other parts of Assam, surrounded with a plot of fenced-in land grow-
ing vegetables, betel-palms, and fruit-trees. There is no division here between the grounds of one
house and those of another, the houses being dotted about irregularly all over the basti area mentioned
above. There were no betel-palms and only a few fruit-trees, such as plantains and papitas. There
were one or two small patches of sugarcane. . .

(b) Fields.—The rupit area of bighas 45-3-4 was said by the people to have yielded 1,400} puras
of s4li or late rice paddy. One pura=10 seers, so this is equal to 350 maunds. Tha yield was
said by the people to be 7 maunds paddy a bigha. This is equivalent to 1,7221bs. per acre, and is
probably fairly correct. A part of the rice is used in the manuafacture of a fermented liquor, a kind
of rice-beer.

3. The houses are all built on posts, high enough above the ground to allow of the cattle
being kept underneath, This space below is fenced in, to form
cattle pens. The posts on which the houses stand are timber, the
walls matting and reeds, the floors bamboo. Each house has a sort of platform in front, open to the
sky. Behind this and separated from it by only a few posts of bambao i8 a sort of antechamber,
behind which again are the two living apartments. The antechamber contains the fire, made upon
earth spread on the bamboo floor., There is one house for each family, and in addition a building
called, in imitation of the Assamese, a “Namghar.” This was inhabited by two Phoongyees, whom
I found seated on the floor reading when I went in. The Namghar has only two rooms, one used
as a place of worship and one asa living apartment.

4, The community owns, I was told, 72 buffaloes and 60 head of bulls, cows, and bullocks.
" These figures are in round numbers, and probably below the
truth. Some of the buffaloes and most of the bullocks are used for
ploughing, the former singly and the latter in pairs. The buffaloes are also occasionally killed and
‘eaten. The cattle are also sold as occasion arises for a good bargain, or there is a necessity for money.
THe increase in the herds is a source of profit. ‘The milk, when there is any, is consumed in the
village. :
g gI‘he community also keeps goats, pigs, fowls, ducks, and pigeons, and uses all these animals,
as required, for food. A considerable number, especially of pigs, were to be seen in the village,

5. (a). From land.—From the waste lands the people obtain most of the wild vegetables
5. Produce otherwise than from tnetr I0€ntioned in Appendix D.* Waste lands and Government forests
own land, are all around the village. Firewood is obtained for the ‘fetching,
The materials required for the building of their houses and the construction of their fences cost
nothing beyond the labour of cutting and carrying. Grazing is free, so their cattle cost nothing
- but the trouble of herding. Their blue dye is obtained from the Rum (Strobilanthes flaccidifolius,
Rees.)and their green from Bhoom rathi (Symplocos Spicata, Roxb.), both of which I found growing
close to the village. The wood for their ploughs, the handles of their daos, their looms, boats,
&c., is obtainable everywhere. Fish are procured in the Dihing, which flows past the village.

3. Houses.

4. Live stock.

: ® Figures ascertained from the mauzadér’s books.
+ Four karas=1 lessa; twenty lessas=1 kottah; 5 kottahs=1 bigha==14,400 square feet, 3'025 bighas==1 acre.

1 Our statistics give as the average of 1,896 experiments an outturn of 1,512lbs. of paddy per acre. 1 have taken it
this note, to facilitate calenlation, 1,5001be. as the average. The 350 maunds of paddy would give 157 sgers of rice pel
head per annum. The usualasge allowed per adult is one seer raw rice per diem. There were 32 adults and 28 childres
in this community. Allowitff for children at the breast, it might be assumed that 50 seers of rice would be requi
daily. Therefore, besides the sali, about 335 maunds of ahu would be needed. To grow this would require about 63
bi{ma more land. And the ameant of rice required for the fermented liquor has not been counsidered. Therefort
although a good portion of the sali dhan land was probably double cropped, and there was also the faringati land, it ¥

likely that the community bought annually some of ita rice or paddy.

B )

(b). Otherwiss. tham from land.—The men of the éommunity ®assist in elephant-catching.
“The season before: last they built two stockades and received Rs. 200 for each. Under the arrange-~
ments usually mede they get Rs. 120 for each eldphant caught. If a herd of ten or more is caught,
they get one elephant given to them as well. 'Last year six men only went from the village to assist
in building stockades. They were paid Rs. 80 for their labour and promised Rs. 120 for each elephant
* caught. Algotwithstanding this, and the fact that they caught seven elephants, they only received Rs.
400.. There is a tea-garden close by, but the people never go there to work for hire. They sometimes
catch fish in the-river that flows past the village, and sell the fish to the tea-garden coolies. They never
lend thoney on interest. Tartans are made in the village by the women and often sold. Ornaméntal
bags are algo sometimes made and sold. Dogs are not sold, but are sometimes given to Nigas, who
take them away and eat them. They do not grow any kind of silk. : :
8. The commynity appears to owe no money at al]3 I was fold tha.t' no one was in debt.
4 6. sDebta. , . . . * .
7. Itis clear from the above that the people of this village buy rice or paddy'during part of the -
Ca e year. They also buy raw sugar, salt,, tobacco, English cotton cloths;

o T ' brass and iron vessels, eri and muga silk clotbe, daos- from the
' Singphois, dyes for some of their cloths, cotton thread, iron for their ploughs, silver ornaments for their

.women, oil for cooking, thread for their fishing-nets, and a few other trifles. They also had bought

an_ elephant for Rs. 460 a couple of years'before, but this had been accidentally shot. Clearly the

_community -never experiences any difficulty in obtaining money. Its lands are insufficient for its .

.support, and it does mot comsider it necessary to extend them, though plenty of waste is available

-around. Pecuniary pressure is evidently never felt, for two Phoongyies are supported in,the village,:

"and although a tea-garden is close at hand mo one ever goes to work there." The main sources of

revenue are elephant-catching and cattle. The elephant mahgl is close at hand, and the work evidently
remunerative. Cattle would naturally be found profitable cousidering the large area of free grazing

- available. ‘Buffaloes always sell well in Assam, and their milk is a steady source ofintome’ where

‘they are kept in any numbers, or in the vicinity of a tea-garden. Besides the above, the people also
- occasionally sell their tartans, plain cloths, ornamental bags, and fish. . The Jaipur bézér lies on the

opposite side of the river, and affords an easily accessible market for the sale of anything they care

t'op&l’twith- S, . S .. v ' . R
o A ‘ ~ +. ExampLE 2.—AvoM, CHUTIYA. ‘ . o
- . An average specimen of a‘cultivator in mauza Sissi, in the sadr sub-division of the LAkhimpur

district: (Visited 27th January 1888:) - , s :

1. ®Alom Chutiys, son of Lai Dkon, about fifty yehrs old. The family of Alom - consists of
i . . himself, his old wife, his married son and this son’s wife, two growh
_ , up but unmarried sons, two younger sons, and two small grandsons.
*Therefore, in' all two women, four men, and four children. In his homestead “also lives his brother,
~gooupying half of it. His ‘brot,h.er' has his own family, and lives quite separate from Alom.

2. Alom holds the folldwing land in his own name:— T

2. *Holding'and revenue.®

' 1. Family.
L]

. Periodict— . S
. ' . . ) B. . ,'K. L..
Basti. ., e . . 2 4 16
. Rupit e W T 0. 0
L L Rotal... w19 4, 18
upit - " T T S
Faringati e e e 0117
. "~ , Total:.. “‘ — L 8 ‘4\: -2
Reenve—- o . . "Re. 4s,. P
Periodic © ... .. w12 1000 Q
~ Local rate T % v 0 13 8
. ' Total..- @ o ' ,'.;'.-13 RS

1} Ml . v ) ! :
; Abnual L N e e 2 80
., ’ 'Incll mte‘ A see . ) ece _.' -t ,"A..“ ' oo .\ b 4 ‘.‘ ) 0 I

‘_ RS . A . ’ o N *' \‘

Total... - R ST TR TS

|+, Although the periedic leasd is in Alom’s dame, his brother gultivites half of every' field .
wm it and pays hnlf‘theArgye.nue.t The land had belonged to their father, and on his death hadl.:
: ‘;:g’(;_.‘.,\z Ly . N RS P .“ . LY ‘ P , . \. b ( M " G

.

T P,
p w is. ordinarily hold-mb:i“ a periodi 8
ofters a 'right of transfers| The,
i msathad o dfvidinn-mm“ Link




( 36 ) °

been divided, between the two brothers field by field. Cousequently, the total land held by Alom

and the total revenue payable by him is as follows :—

. B, K. L.
Basti > 1 28
Rupit e 11 415
Faringati ... 0 117"

_ 13 4 0
Revenue and local rate et ..Rs. 9 4 6

[ ]

(@) Gardens.—His garden land, Alom said, contained a good deal of tobacco and two young betel-
palms. The former is eaten, not smoked. I was unable to visit the place. The manure obtained
from their cattle is used in the garden land for tobacco and any vegetables that may be grown on its
It is never sent to the rice-fields.. ) . ‘ .

- (b) Fields.—The rupit area was said to be insufficient to supply the whole family with food. This
is possibly the case, thongh if the land is good it would be hardly necessary to buy rice. The area

‘e

is nearly 4 acres. This would yield certainly 3,000 seers of paddy, or 2,000 seers rice, in the season. -

There are ten members in the family, and allowing one seer for each per diem there would be a
consumption of 3,650 seers of rice in the year. Propably, however, 8 seers a day would be enough,
or altost 3,000 seers of rice, or 1,000 seers more, would berequired. A considerable gnantity of the
rupit is no doubt double cropped.* To produce 1,000 seers of early rice a very little over 2 acres
would be required, 'so that if half of Alom’s rupit area were sown first with early and then with
late-rice, hé would hdve enough for the support of his family. He rarely grows mustardt and still
more rarely cane,

" 3. I wag unable to visit this man_;s homestead.
3. Houses.
" 4. Alom owns two cows, two calves, and one pair of plougll)l bullocks. He uses the milk of his
cows. Last year he had to borrow a pair of plough bullocks and
. X paid Rs. 14 for the use of them’ for the séason. He has no pigs,} or
ducks or fowls or pigeons. Now and then he buys pigeons fog food, also ducks’ eggs. :

5. (a). From land.—The village is anisolated patch of reclaimed land entirely surrounded
by forest, consequently firewood. and thatching-grass are to be had
for the trouble of fetching and also wood for domestic implements. The
.ordinary jungle vegetables which are eaten with rice are also'to be had in any quantity. The trees
.commonly known as the tepor, the dewar, and the lalong, supply bark, which is chewed _in place
of betel-nuts.§ A variety of pan is found also in the forest and used instead of cultivited pan.

4, Live stock.

5. Producedtherwise than from his own land,

Grazing is to be had free in unlimited quantities. Fish also are plentiful, as streams and pools

abound in the mauza. . . N L.
' (b). Produce otherwise than from his own land.—Besides supplying them y{th thatching-
grass for their own use, the neighbouring forest affords Alom’s sons work by giving them the

means of making money at Dibrugarh. This cold weather the soms went away to a Miri village, -
cut a quantity of thatching-grass in the neighbourhood, hired a boat from the Miris and went to -

Dibrugarh. They got two rupees per thousand bundles of thatching-grass, each bundle being
about six ipches in diameter; also the sqns 'got work with a contractor for cutting sleepers required
for the railway at Dibrugarh. They get paid four annas for each sleeper. .

Another source of revenue is rubber.| The sons frequently go on rubber-cutting expeditions
and sell their rubber at Rs. 40 to Rs. 50 a maund. They do not grow any kind of silk, :

6. Alom stated that he owed Rs. 20 to the Kaya, but he wag unable, he said, to say how

. 6. Debta. . much exactly he owed.
7. Alom and.his family would require cash to pay his revenue (Rs. 9-4-6 a year). Also to
7. Cosh. buy salt, cotton thread, mustard oil (occasionally), opium (Alom is

. an opium-eater to the extent of requiring one anna’s worth per diem),
sugar (occasionally), cotton cloths (occasionally), brass vessels, eri and muga silk cloths, daos, iron for
pldlighs, and lime¥ for eating. Also mustard is sometimes bought and pressed** at home.

¢ Considering how geuerally land is double cropped in this sub-division, I thinke it probable that Alom never
requires to buy paddy at all, but that on the contrary he is able to sell some every year. Paddy in this mauza and
‘those around it i® the main article with which the people purchase the things they require from the village trader?

*Two and a half acres of early rice would, at, 1,313 lbs. paddy per acre, average of 336 experiments, yield 1,094
seers of rice; and four acres of ldte rice would yfeld, at' 1,500 1hs. pgldy per acre, 2,000 Ibs..rice. This would be
more than enough to give the family eight scers of rice a day fora year. .

+ Mustz_u'd 18 nut at all common in chis and the neighb«'nwing Imauzas, except on the lands near the river.

1 No Hindu or Mahomedan will keep pigs. No Hindu will keep fowls, No Kachari or Rubha or Lalung will
use milk. This man, beirig a Midu, had neither pigs nof fowls, ‘ .

§ 1t is a curious fact that the betel-palm is rarelv seen in the vitlages of Sissi and Demaji. I was told that it wonld
not grow properly, but the real reason perhaps is that the people are to & certain extent nomadic and shift the sites
of their villages bodily. T found that several village§ shown on the Revenue Survey map of 1874 no longer existed,
and that others had since sprung up. ' '

- | The traffic in rubber 1s probably toa certain extent illicit, as the Inner Line, beyond which British subjects are’

not allowed to go without permnits, runs close to this village. [t is wore thgn probable that the rubbescutters go
beyond ‘this line and bring rubber surreptitiously from Abor territory. i :
' Liwe is prepared frowm whelk shells-picked up on the horders of streams and bils, The shells are burnt by the
women of the Dom caste, who muisten the lime with water and sell a small lmup for a pice. i
) 9% The pressing is veiy primitive, and illustrates admirably the character of the Assamese. A hole ismade ina tree
about 1} feet from the groun his hole is large enough to admit the end of a heavy wooden bar, about § feet long
and 3 or 4 inches wide and th Beneath the hole is &cd a heavy block of weood nearly as high ga the bottom of
the hole and scored to allow of the flow of oil in one direction. On’ this block dnd immediately under the bar are
placed two sinall cane baskets filled with bruised and heuted 1nustird seed. Two or three men then seat themselves on
the free end of the bar, and the leverage thus produced crushes out the oil, which exndes from the interstices of the
sane baskets and flows over the block of wood into a pan placed below to collect it. . '
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He admitted that he bqlighg; no paddy last year, as his fields suppliéd him with enough. On, the
contrary, he admitted he paid for his opium and for some other things he bought from the village
trader with his paddy.*.” He was of course unable to tell me what-amount of money he required for

give a fair idea of the circumstances of the family :—

-expenditure during the year. But the following estimate is perhaps near enough to the truth to

) . oL . Rs, As. P.
Revenue T .y e 0L . "9 4 6
Saltt (about 4 seers a month) ... . 80 0
Clothes, at Rs, 10 each for womeén and Rs. 5 each for men ... 40 0 0
Cotton threag . e 800
Mustard oil S e 4 0 0
Op1um ,,,'. Ve Cees " eee 23 0 O
Sugar ... , C 4 0 0 «
Gosain’s fees . e . 8 0 O
Miscellaneous, such as iron for ploughs, daos, &e. T 8 0 0

Total.... N ... 112 4 6

s

! This would necessitate his obtaining ready money in the course of the year to the® |
nearly Rs. 120. Clearly, there would be no difficulty in his obtaining this mlymh. Threz n?iflﬁs gg
rubber would supply the whole, or 60,000 bundles of thatching-grass, or 420 sleepers. T

. ' ExaMPLE 3.—MOoHAN, GOHAIN. § .
A well-to-do Ahom of Ali Kukria, mauza Demaji, sadr su ~divisi £ distric i
Vo e Ao o) e : | ji, | b A}_Slon of district Lakhimpur.
1. Mohan, Gohain, son of Hud Ram, about ‘30 years old. The family consists of Mohan
L Famtg himself, his two brothers, and. their two wives, therefore, inall, of
_ two women and three men. . ' » T
2. Theholding} which is held in partnership by the whole family, consists of the followin
3. Holding and révenue, ‘ 13Dd :_.' hd ) . » g
Periodic— ' '
. Bastj ]g 1({)%6 .'A
o .I'{uplt- - . 12 015
Revenue R; ?; I())
Local rate 010 O
Annual— : y | -
Faringati f e e ! . 1:3’, I§ %8
- T Revenue... , R;L fz Pd
. Local rate T e . 0 2 0
Total ' ' : B. K L
Land ~ 18 0 9
. . Rs. As, P,
L Revenue and local rate . 182 6s I:)
(a) Gardens.—The basti i 1 | rtio
it was oovered by ‘castoraf)till land, consisted 6f an enclosure well guarded by bamboos. Qne portion of

plants which had evidently come up self-sown. Th '
(tioizrf:d :xg (E‘e’:ﬁtl:rzl;:; l1)11(>ne old enough to bear, also a number ofpplantz(i):s. On:r:n::vli;zg: o::na
a es grown by the Assamese, such as laffa, lai, suk & » i
dix D), another was full of tobacco, The mantre from the cowshey we, e e, (e Appen
0. ed was 1
the young betel-palm and plantains, Tt is never used for the rice lan?iss, );];J gl\ggftilr(lles:ifi tﬁe;g;gts of

much trouble to carry it s far. It isapplied to vegetables, tobacco, &., growing in the homestead 1;;:1?10

There was a small patch of cane, grown for gur, close to one of hi )

| : { his houses. - The homestead had a

gz::rl?l?; .prosperous appeara:nce'. It had belonged to his father, and Mohan 'and his brothers had been
1

, -
® I went into the trader’s shop apd had a talk with hijm. id ths i
the salt, opium, cotton thread, andpcloth, &c., they bought, ‘:vithHe?t?;gg :)}z;?ltdth%: ll].a.
said, at 10 annas & maund and the latter at Rs. 2 a maund. Th ’ o
and rice to the Abora.  Sometimes he makes loans to the Assar
‘sleepers in the jungle and for rubber. )
1 The average duily jail allowance in Assam for a labouring Assamese prisoner is —

ge people generally paid -him for
) 6. The former he purchased, he
ey also sometimes sold him eri cloth. He sells the cloth
nese, and they pay him by obtaining money for cutting

Rice ., »
n,ﬁe ST, - 10 chattacks,
Vegetables e " R S
Annwal food . . ' e w by
ol .- = IS
Salt o i,
Gondiments i

i "

‘ A.. ) » T*_weight TR ‘ _1-:3; "
L ' The allowance of sa]t'is equivalent to 7} chattacks a mc;gth, or Somgthinglléss than balf a secr.
" 1F l?l:es ascertained from the mauzadir's books. ' « oL ’
§ Uolain is the caste appellation of ‘certain families of Ahome, a tribe of Shan origin.
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+ \b) Fitlds.—The rupit area of Bs. 12-0-15is equivalent- to,8ay, 4 acres. This, Mohan said,
yielded him 200 danguries last year.® Taking Mohan’s calculations, he got 50 maunds of paddy, or 34
‘maunds of rice, from his yupit fields last'year. This would have giver’him nearly 7 maunds of rice for
eagh member of his farily for the year, or less than enough, as the amount consumed, he said, was five
geers a day. Then he had his faringati land of more than an acre, from which he got ahu, or_ early
rice, last season. He never grows mustard. He was unable tosay how much ghu he had got., But it
was clear from his own statement that he gets enough rice for all his wants.}

Then, again, there is the double-cropped land, the extent of which Mohan was unwilling or
unable to mention. In this mauza, as already explained, there is a good deal of double-cropped
land. Altogether, therefore, it is Very clear that this family hasa considerable amount of rice or paddy

annually to dispose of. ¢

3. The houses are all large and substantial, though built, as usual, of reeds plastered with
2 Housss mud. The Borghar, or family living house, i§ a roomy structure.
o - 4 Thegze is a separate hut close to it, partly occupied by the dheki,
or rice-husker. The Bhoral, or grarary, is filled 'with danguris of paddy. It is a very capacious
‘hut. There is a separate s}led for the loom,} and a large cowshed near the Bhoral. '

4. Mohan has one pair of plough-bullocks, three cows, one young bull, and two calves. He has
also one bull and one cow too old for work or breeding. He has

4+ Livo Stock. no buffaloes or goats or ducks, and of course no pigs or fowls.

[ 2
He has a few pigeons. When he wants an additional pair of plough bullocks, he harrows from his friends.
He borréwed a pair last year towards the end of the.season. He did not pay anything for the loan.
5. (a) From land.—The village is situated in the fniddle of f;zests ai)mll oll)en ;&stgs. T}lxl‘ere is ;
! ‘wide stretch of water, called the Kania bil, close by, from w ich fis
gy, Frodnee otherwise Gan fiom hES™  gre obtained. Firewood and building materials, as well a8, wood for

land. :

household and agricultural fmplements, are obtained free, and there is an unlimited supply of grazing.
(b) Otherwise than from land.—Mohan would not admit that he had any sources of income

other than his land. He said he did, not work anywhere for hire, and that none of his family did. He

admitted he went to Dibrugarh, two years ago to sell thatching grass, but said he had not gone since.

He pays for everything he buys in rice or paddy. He grows eri, and has the cloth made by the

women of his household. . ® . ' )
6 Debte + 6. He is not in debt to any ome, nor is any member of his

‘ * o family in debt.’ : . ‘
7. 'Mohan admitted that he required not less than about Rs: 200 a yearin cash. One of his brothérs
7. Cash is an opihm-eater and requires 8 annas worth a veek, . 26
R a year. The family usesabout two seers of salt§ in the month, which
amounts to Rs. 4 in

at six seers for the rupee, the price in Janunary 1888, comes to 5 annas 4 pies apd A
the year. Mohan’s estimate fot cléthing for the family for the year was Rs. 50. Very little mus-
tard oil is bought, as it is not generally used, except when guests come. Similarly, a few betel-nuts and
lime are then bought, not otherwise. The revbnye is Ra. 12-6, so the total comes to Rs. 92-6. Addin
Rs. 17-10 for miscellaneous items, such as iron for ploughs, daos, brass vessels, &c., we get Bs. 110, whic

is possibly near the truth. The question is, how does Mohan get this sum
and ahu land would yield about 624 rhunds ofrice. This would leave him a balance of nearly 17 maundg

over and above what his family would consume.. This, 1

pay off the account in rice Mohan would require 55 maunds; to pay it off in paddy he would need 176

maunds; add 45 maunds rice, or 68 maunds paddy, as the amount required by his household, and we
ds rice or 244 maunds paddy. Now, if the

find that he must obtain altogether either 100 maun '
whole of his rupit land be double cropped, and the produce added to that of his faringati land,

the outturn will be 104 maunds rice or -156 maundé paddy. Lonsequently, if he sells his rice
he would have enough, but if he gives his paddy to the Kaya he would not. It is unlikely, however,
that he double crops all his rupit land, and it is unlikely that he husks all his paddy before selling.
’ On the other hand, it is probable that his land, which is situated in a fertile mauza, and one in
which double cropping is very general, yield more than we have estimated, and it is likely that he has
soufbes of income, such as lac, which he would not reveal. It is also probable that the Rs. 50 estimated
for clothing for the five menibers of the family for a year is somewhat higl, a8 cotton and eri cloths
are generally ‘made by the people themselves, cotton thread being bought and eri silk being grown.
On the whole, therefore, it seems probable that his land supplies him with all he requires, and that
he sells the surplus produce and thus proviges most of the necessary amount of cash.

© The danguri is the bundie of paddy and stalks made up in the field for convenience of carriage. The
reaper takes the stalks in nis left hand a little below the ears, and cuts below his hand. When his hand is full, he
makes its cohtents up into a bundle called a muthi (handful). Then the muthis are boypnd _up into ]afps, and these
into danguris, Thus, 8 muthis=1 jap; 5 japs=1 danguri; ¢ dangurie=1 bhér. -The two pointed ends of a pole (bula
bari) are driven into a couple of danguris, which are then carried home on the shdulder. Each danguri is m:&posed
to yield one pura of paddy, one pura=3 dhuns, one dhun=—about 4 seers paddy. I weighed the contents of a.dbun in

Dibrugarh and found only 3} seers of paddy. Itis supposed to hold 5 seers of rice, but its contegts vary from

place to place (¢f. page 41). Generally a danguri yields 10 seers of paddy.

+ Taking our average figires of 1,600 lbs. paddy per acrefor wintet rice afid 1,3001bs, for early rice, we find that
Mohan must have got 50 maunds of winter and 124 maunds of early rice. Our figures are below the averags for good

land. such as Mohan's ancestral rupit most probably is. But éven from them jt seems that the yield is. suflicient to

supply the family with more rice than it requires. Lo :
The loom is generally placed under ome of the projecting eaves of one of the ho

with open sides. Tha four posts forming the main framework, a8 well as the seat for the weaver and the treadleshlre ‘
n‘ «

usually permaneptly fixed: be&eﬁ of the structure is '?ily.l‘oued up and put away, generally in the rice-hus
house. ‘ ' ' : ' o . :
This was Mobun’s own statement. It % probably somewhat under the mark. o o
| This wa~ probably a little high. Resptotable women use silk very generally, sng ah estimato of Rs, 10 a yssr
for a woman's clothes and R, 7 a year for aunan’s, would be rather over than under the mark. T v T

4 : - : . - .

9 We have seen that his salj

if sold at Re. 2 a maund, would bring Rs. 34. To -

uses, or else in & separate shed.

¢ %)

A tyoial Ka . ExaMPLE 4.—BaLt Bor, KACHARL,
ical Kachari of . . . e
sth Febﬁary lssgl.l)m of  Udalguri in the Mangaldai sub-division of the Darrang district. (Visited
1. Bali Bgr Kachari, about 50 years old. His family consists of himself, his son-in-law‘ his
1. Family. married daughter, a young son (six years old) of this couple, his own

women, and two children, son about twelve, and his eldef brother’s widow. In all two men, two

2. The fomily holds land in Udalguri and Nowraghor both. The former is in the name of

Holding and revenue.® Bhadow, son-in-law, above mentioned, of Bali i
; A ) ’ ali Bor. The latter is
In Udalgari— in Bali Bor's own name. Both are held on periodic leases.
Basti ... ' - B. K.L.
Rupit " Coen h e
In Nowraghor— 0.1
Basti ... °
Rupit ... e 04
Revenue— 5 012

Bhadow pays Rs. 12-5, with 13 annas as loeal
. . rate.
BaliBor ,, , 4-4 , 4 5, o

and E;llileBot:)tYi(:lem:liltg?s h?gos :x?ailrlndl(t)::vedBll::;sdland’s ilﬁlgolhaghor on the death of his brother there,
© Wi ~1n- OW, 1n i. i
been formally relinquished, so revenue will have to be paaidg 1{}3 thg‘l?ledllfrrilg : ;’ieN:wraglzor have not
Nowr(ag)horG hﬁgfﬂ are about 3 or 4 miles from Udalguri, =~ g urrent year. The
(a o 8.—The homestead is only partially fenced all i i
clumps ;f bamboos at one side, 4 betel-palms, a sau tre{ (Albizz'i: stl;i(;;:,ltg,t(: lih) taw{)%;' treI: ?g’: 2 ‘;:' 3
M‘"-baon the’ho'xzx’ :snt,gs?inligg two 1(3)11’;hers. The manure from the cattle-shed is spread 01’1t as found convz;npiez:
b v C ,“glx: e roots of the betel palms and amongst the vegetables, a few specimens of
phioh woro goving,  Vhm morecocumultes b i eqird, i g awey tide 1t i v
owizg ix} ztel;:;za homestead, and the eri Wormmilsui:ulttl;?r‘;zg’, Bali Bor said. . There was a little castor
acres(o% raptt, wil-i;]l?hidfv.; has no faringati, and does not grow mustard. He has a little over 4
one Rergemberin ath ’t 310 Ibs. of paddy to-the acre would yield over 58 maunds of rice in thg
Zi Seved o fair anov?anoz fo:mtll::e F:lzﬂo;d Pzzlllﬁ_and t;t(;w:v(zhchildren,l 5 seers of rice a day may be gon-
a . is ra ere would be f i
the year, or more than enopgh, Bali Bor says he eats about 1 seer of ri:e (i);. e:ﬁzix (%eyr.sonBtle?ﬁ;::n 31:3

states that he never sows any early rice : : .
Ho makes bis own modh,t an St éy;l r efi lg‘;lu];;s;]ﬁe%cgmﬁ:ilg:: as it would not.be worth the trouble.

3. The houses are small, and consist of two livi |
: : ving houses, two Bhorals,} and '
% Houses. Thefr are, as usual, built of reeds and plastered ’twith II:)I?;, t;a;t:;e-;sh&lé

catt - . . . R
eaves of one house. e-shed, which is open at the sides. There is a loom under the-

4' . ) 1
Thg family possesses two pair of plough bullocks, five cows, two calves, some ducks, fowls, two
4. 'Live Stook, gg& :n(li)etoml) goats.K Tll:e mi§lk of the cows and goats is ne,v"er drunk
5 ast Ple are Kacharis.§ The kid pas ,
when young as food and for sacrifices. The family eats ducks, fowls, pigss, ;;:ts,s (;}gge;;: a;?i?g:hea‘,h

5. (a) Prom — ii A
o :,,,), . land.—Udalguri 1s surrounded by extensive grassy wastes, which afford admizable
- Produceo than from his own lnd, grazmg. ’l‘ree_s are dotted about these wastes, and firewood is abun-
for the cutting and carrying, W ant. Thatching-grass and reeds can, of course, be had everjwhero
handles of dacs, rakes. Lot g.th ood, as material for making ploughs, the different parts of loom
abounds, and is very l’a.r a Other agricultural instruments, is abundant and costs nothin C .
i the neighbouring she Ly used instead of cord or rope. Fish are caught in cohsiderabldgx‘umt;‘e‘;:
All Kacharis are fish-eaters, ap:gls and bils, and form a very favourite and nutritious article of éiet..
s Y
X A n.

small fry; but they form good eating, and, of course, cost noth-ine bz}: :ﬁ: st:::‘gll:st:; Zaf:celgi‘:lently only

Bor tfg?i g:)h:w; Z;Z";) :‘lfzmllagbd.-.—]i:ﬂfsilk cloth is made at home, and occasionall d i
neighbouring tea—garden(: an?i (zto:l?sl:h:g foxhellll .zlnoney is wanted, one of the two n{elf ogt;es E:I;
cen earn more by working extra hours, He get:f;lfx:‘a o Bots four anuas 8 day st the garden, but

roads.) The work is continued until th couramnas a day for doing Government work on
where the men generally go to work is aboeutrgq:;s;t; i:;;x;ogt of money is collected. The garden

¢ Debts, 6. No member of the family owes anything.

® The figures have been ancertaiped from the mauzadar’s books,

+ Thin is very largely consumed by Kacharis. It i i
after which it i boiled with ition o prepared by steeping rice in_water for two or three
a0t "?himgl’i“f"& ith the addition of certain condiments, and drunk while warm. It is sub-acid in ﬂavour?:{:
e bhoral, or granery, is a curious featursin an Assamese homestead. It i iz o

,'"'“i_,, Lt il yor prejctng sovo, e which e plongha, ooy ﬂeh-:;rap:, ncts, and other mplomenty mb Lot
s . e 1d, e foor is alwa ised rround’
::oma op::’t: l?i: la«:’r;:o‘;leti:} ] . & A:;e:s ‘1; bad tofthq n];terior {hrtiug% a trap;dg:r?l:ont ;ﬁ‘;:g?&ﬁ:‘&ﬁ mﬁo;;‘:
ownth ), . closed by & shutter of wickerwork. In pper Assam, the paddy is  stored cosep
:T’" tuhe:l fleld in dangaris, and is threshed by the feet of the women as wanted, In Lowerp ‘.Adsé:nl:tl:e. ;iadd;;a g;nﬂ'dl >,
‘nqt‘;gd“_ ‘

hed by cattle before being stored. : .

g i b iy mopa 2" " ™ (g st i i
) kcharies an unge look on milk ome Y

< ¥ Udslguri les at the jnnctio%.'of‘four Govorn.‘:im:rmdgf’- and Nflm to touch ft.
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7. The family does not make very extensive purchases. It grows more than enough rice for ite
own consumption, also sufficient vegetables for curry, and betel-nuts
for chewing. Eri silk cloths are made by the women, and ploughs,
harrows, and other instruments of husbandry by the men. The iron for the plough and the ras (large
comb) of the loom are purchased, as well as the hoes and the daos. All fishing traps are made py the
- men.” Two tomtoms, which I found Bali Bor putting in order for a festival, had been made by himself.
He was getting two men from a neighbouring village to come and play for him. He would have to
supply them with modh; but no other payment was required. No member of the family eats opium.
They require cash for the following :—

7. Cash.

Rs. As. P.
Revenue .. 1710 0
Salt about 24 seers a month, therefore for year 5 00
Tobacco 2 00
Sugar ’ ... 3 00
Religious ceremonies N / 5 00
Mustard oil (rarely) 2 00
Cotton thread 5 0 0
Clothing . 3 00
Miscellaneous, e.g., iron for ploughs, daos, dal, ras 5 00

, 7410 0

To obtain this amount of cash the family has several sources of revenue, - First it has its live
stock, some of which is disposed of annually. Then, the men work in tea-gardens, where they can
earn from Rs. 7 to Rs. 10 a month. Even at the lower rate, if each man works for five months, they
will between them earn almost the total eash expenditure of the family fora year. Thm}ly, they have
eri silk and can either sell the cocoons or the thread or the cloth. All three are readily purchased
at remunerative prices by the Kéyas. Then again if more fish are caught than are required for home
consumption, the surplus is sold on market days, and readily purchased by Hindus and tea-garden
coolies. Lastly 12 maunds more rice is grown than is required. Altogether there is no difficulty
in accounting for the manner in which this family obtains the amount of cash it annually requiresd. -

ExampLE 5.—Hupo, KoLITa.

. A poor man. I asked to be shown the poorest man in the village of Rampurs, and Hudo was
produced. (Visited 5th March 1888). . Ran e sade subdivis
1, lita, son of Andul, of village Rampura, mauza i, in the sub-division
1~ Hudo, K.o ta, of Kﬁr’nrﬁp. Ag old gr%yhaired man almost entirely deaf. Might
S, 1 el be 60 years old, His family consists of himself, his wife (an old
woman) and his son about 17 years old, three in all. |
2. Theholding® consists of one field of bao-dhan (rupit) of B. 1-0-8 in extent. The revenue for this
is 11 annas and the local rate 1 anna. This is held on sn annual
2, Holding and revente, A Y R here he has a hut.
_ lease. Hudo lives on the homestead of his cousin, w.
(a) Gardens.—He has none. o o ) , 1o hios. his wifi
‘ (b) Fields.—The small area he holds is evidently quite insufficient to supply Y 8 wife
.and son with food. Taking the yield of bao-dhan (which is said, when sown br v cast, to be
.somewhat less profitable than sali) at 700 seers of paddy to the acre, the outturn of Hudo’s land mav
be counted as 233 seers of paddy or 156 seers rice. Assuming the old couple to consume 1} seersa
day, their bao dhan would only last them for about 34 months, The son does not:i live with his t:.her.
. T d couple live in a small reed and thatch hut, next to which, and with a continuous
i s "}‘he old coup " roof, is a small shed with open front for the cattle. The hut and
A » Homen shed together occupy about 10 x 4 yards of ground. The hut
‘has only one room. It was occupied when I saw it by Hudo’s wife, a very feeble,. greyhaired old
" woman. ~The.premises are on the homestead of Hudo’s father’s brother’s son, Bhogjur, to whom Hudo
‘says. he pays a proportionate amount of rent for the amount of ground he oocupies. This is unlikely,
“Bhogjur’s basti land is in all Bs, 6-0-8. .
- 4. Hudo still owns two young bullocks and one full-grown bullock. These are relics from
: betterdays. Hehas no plough-cattle nor goats nor ducks nor pigeons,
Being a Hindu, he has no fowls or pigs.

5. (@) From land.—Hudo gathers firewood anywhere he can about the waste lands around, and
| ) be finds dried twigs in thevillage. Alsohe grazing for his cattle
Produoe otherwise then from bis own  freq and plucks wild vegetables for ourry. Heis too old to catch fish.
© " (b) Otherwise than from land.—Hudo’s main source of income he says is odd jobs and begging.
He can work still at making ropes and repairing houses, fastening the reeds with cane and putting on
thatch, &. Heis paid for these odd jobs by being given fish, vegetables, salt, and oil. His son Komaraisa
gervant of Lohar, formerly a mandal of this village. Komaru livesin Lohar’s house. Lohar gives him
“ food, clothing, 2 bighas of faringati land and Re. 1-8a yearin cash, Komaru also has the use of a pair
of Lohar’s bullocks for ploughing the 2 bighas of faringati land he cultivates himself, and for ploughing
~;hisfather’s land. For these emoluments and privileges he cultivates Lohar’s land, looks after his cattle,
- and acts as his servant in all matters connected with the crops. Komaru grows ahu and would get,
 therefore, about 450 seers of paddy from his two bighas. This would be equivalent to nearly 300
‘seers of rice. He gives all the rice produced to his father and mother, who have thus 456 seers
about in the year or nearly enough for their support. The revenue for Hudo's land is paid out 0.
the Re. 1-8 a year which Komaru earns. The old wife was formerly able to make alothes for her
husband, but she is too feeble to do so now. They have enough clothes to last them some time longer.

® Figurce aacertained from the mandal's books, -

: 4 Live stock,
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. 8. Debta. ' 8. Hudo says he owes Re. 1-8, no more.
7. It is clear that Hudo and his wife live on their son’s earnings, supplemented by charity.
Hudo no doubt makes a little by doing odd jobs, but it is improbable

that he receives cash for these services. He cannot require very

7. Oush. :
much in the year. Probably the following estimate is over the mark :—

Rs. As. P.
Revenue ... e 012 0
Salt, about one seer s month ... . 2 0 0
Miscellaneous 2 00
412 0

Hudo gets his revenue paid by his son, and could no doubt earn the equ_i;alent' of Rs. 4 in the
year. In a well-to-do village like Rampura, full of comfortably-off Kolitas, there is no chance of-an .
old couple like this, whose wants are few, finding any difficulty in living. ‘ wr

ExaMPLE 6.—TO0KURU, KOLITA. S E N

A curious instance of voluntary slavery. The poorest man in the village of Balasidhi, excepi':?
one, who is said to subsist entirely by begging. I asked to see the poorest, and Tokuru and the .
beggar were brought forward. (Visited 6th” March 1888)., t

1. Tokuru, son of Agoni, Kolita, of Balasidhi, mauza Choygaon, sadr sub-division of Kémrl%u
L Featly. About 25 years old, appears robust and in good health, but apathetic. *
The family consists of Tokuru himself and his mother, also of a
brother, Boga, who shares his meals with the family, though he does not sleep on tlie premises.
Tokuru has another brother, who worksas a servant in the Tahsild4r’s house, where he lives.

2. Tokuru holds® in his own name, with his two brothers as sharers, 2 rupit fields amounting to
%, Holdingsadrevense, . Bs. 2-3-16. He has no basti or faringati. The revenue is Re. 1-12,
L and the local rate annas 2. Revenue and local rate are paid by the
three brothers conjointly. :

(a} @ardens.—Tokuru and his mother livein a hut in Pania’s homestead. Pania is brother of
Tokuru's mother. No doubt Tokuruand his mother are allowed to use some of the vegetables, plan-
tains, and betel-nuts growing on Pania’s homestead land. Also one dheki serves the purposes of both
families. Tokuru pays 4 annasa year to Pania for the share of basti land he occupies. The homestead
is irregularly fenced in, and contains four betel trees, many plantains, a lot of castor plants, a pome-
granate, some tobacco, and a ridge of bamboos. A white lao was climbing over Tokuru’s house.

(b) Fields.—The annual ‘produce from Tokuru’s small piece of winter rice land cannot much
exceed 1,380 Ibs. of paddy, or 460 seers of rice. At 3 seers a day (for Boga shares his meals with his
mother and brother) this would only last the family for about five months, Even ifdouble cropped it
would only yield 852 seers altogether, or enough for about nine months. But double cropping is not
gommon in this part of Kamrip, and Tokuru appeared too apathetic to attempt the additional labour
that double cropping would involve. Consequently, it is unlikely he gets more than four or five
hundred seers of rice annually from his rupit land.

8. Tokuru’s hut is a small one with two rooms, built of reeds and thatch and freshly plastered
withmud. Like most Assamese huts, it stands on a plinth of hardened
i clay about 14 feet thick. Under the same roof as the hut, but
separated from it by an open space containing fishing utensils, a plough, &e., isa small granary.
Pania has a similar hut at right angles to Tokuru’s. The only other building on the premises is a

& Houses.

‘oattle-shed, ote end of which is enclosed altogether and contains the dheki.

4. Tokuru has one pair of old feeble plough bullocks. They are not able to plough more than
4 Live stock. his small area of rupit. He has no other catile.. He has one female
goat and two kids, one pair of ducks, and some pigeons.. e

5. (a) From ‘Wd-—-G'ra:ing, as usual, costs nothing, nor does firewaod, building materials,

5. Produce otberwise than from his own ~ OF thatching-grass. There is plenty of waste land close to the village,
land, i and fish to caught in numberless pools and streams.

. (b) Otherwiss than from land.—There is plenty of work to be had on Government roads in the
neighbourhood, and two tea-gardens are close by, where labour is always in demand. Tokuru is,
how.ever, tvq.o lazy to work in the téa-gardens and only rarely earns anything on Government roads.
During the rice season, he cuts paddy for%?r{e, getting as his wages food for the day and two dhuns paddy.t

6. Tokuru’stwo brothers have practically sold them,gélves‘inpo a species of slavery, under the fol-

© 6 Debl lowing circumstances:—Tokuru’s father left behind him at his death,

about 7 or 8 years ago, three bonds proving debts amounting in all

to about Rs. 100. Tokuru could not g‘i:;er me the exact figure. Tokuru about & year ago, with his

brother Boga, borrowed from a Kaya, Giridhar, of the neighbouring village of Choygson, Rs. 100 to pay
off these bonda. A stamped bond was drawn out, and it was gtipulated that in exchange for the loan .

Boga was to become Giridhar's cartman and general servant until the.doan was paid up. In return
for Boga's services Giridbar was to deduct Rs. 13 & year from the amount, of the loan, and to charge no

was to-feed and clothe himself,’ He lives at the Kaya’s, but goes home daily, for his

interest.. >-fead
food, Both Tokuru’s aud. Bega's names were attached to this bond.

L

B gy

a yres ascertained frota ﬁ;&:ﬂlndd’s books,™ ' ' s

R &l » 7 ht:: ;i;:dgy Bi‘:l ‘.et Mlni:y fiﬁwné found that the corftents of one,dhun’ were 4five seers and one

A A allover the valley for measuring rice. Tt is so made that astraw..
raning from downahe side, soross the bottom-and up to the opémite‘ edge will measure from 2Q to 22 fingers.
For ‘measarement the fingers are placed closed Jdgethér: and four. fingers are.the width of the hand,  The dhyn is .
made :o '}lx‘gled 2?; zmh ‘“d ml:le mm 't't::h‘“ .heiiln%ant, -Kayas huz paddy and rice in dbuns an se'ﬁ by
weigh by 30 gur dered the eorrect M d one.  The paddy is poured in snd heaped up till the. -
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The other brother, Kola, had made a somewhat similar arrangement with the tahsildsr. About
two months before, in Mégh,* Tokuru borrowed Rs. 40 from the tahsild4r, entering into a bond togethe!
with his brother Kola. Kola was to become the tahsildirs servant until tge loan was paid up.
He was to carry the tahsildsr’s things when so required, to look after the cattle, to bring water, wash

dishes. He was to receive in return, food and clothes, and to have Rs. 6 s year deducted from

the amount of the debt. No interest was to be charged on the loan. The money was borrowed,
Tokuru said, to provide some necessaries for himself, his mother, and his brother Boga. The following
articles were bought for the Rs. 40 :—

Rs. As. P.

Borkapors (thick cloths), three at Rs. 4 ... 12 0 0
Meklas (petticoats), three at Re. 1-8 ... 4 8 0
Gatla (cotton shawl), one at 8 annas 0 8 0
Dollia (shawl); one at 12 annas 012 0
Pagri, red and flowered one, As, 8... 0 8 0
” » ) » 1 0 70
Gamcha (used as a dhoti) ,, 12 012 0
”» ”» ”» . et 010 0
To native doctor when the mother was ill for 1§ months 3 00
0il, salt, betel-nut, tobacco 3 00
Revenue 114 0
Paddy, 32 dhuns (four maunds) 2 00
Owed formerly for paddy 12 0 0
* . 41 15 O

These were the items as given to me, but Tokuru may have forgotten some of the details, or may
have had Re. 1-15-0 to add to the loan. A stamped bond was prepared for this lod of Rs. 40,
and Tokyru’s name entered with Kola’s in it. To does not know how his father got into debt,
but says he was an opium-eater.

7. The land of the family is insufficient to supply them with rice. Tokuru isan opium-eater, and
must obtain cash in some way. He has to buy salt, oil, and ' clothes.
He grows no silk, not even eri, His mother is no longer able to
weave. We have seen how by going in debtt he supplied himself, his mother, and brother with cloth-
ing and laid in a stock of paddy. He probably also bought opium, though he would not admit the
fact. He was evidently provided with necessaries for some time to come. When asked how he
would obtain & fresh supply, he said that he would borrow more, and could always arrange to go him-
self as somebody’s servant. Also he could cut paddy and get a living in that way. The cash require-
ments of the family of three might be roughly estimated as follows :—

7. Cash.

Rs. As; P.

Revenue ) 2 20
Salt, 1} seers a month 3 000
Opium, § annas worth daily o .. 1700
0il (occasionally) .. 200
Clothing at Rs. 5 for the men and Re. 10 for thewomen ... 20 0 0
“Tobacco S 2 00
Miscellaneous (daos, plough iron, &e.), 3 00
Total ... .. 49 2 0

Besides this, he would require about 1,095 seers rice in the year. His land probably only yields
him 460 seers. - Theieﬁ)(re,”he must buy 635 seers of rice, or 952 seers (=24 maunds) paddy. He
states he bought four maitnds for two rupees. If so (the price is rather low) he would get his
24 maunds for Bs. 12 This, added to his expenditure above, would make the cash required
amount to Rs, 60 in round numbers. To obtain this amount, there is first of all the Rs. 18 a year
which his brothers receive. It is perfectly possible for them to obtain the amount in cash if they
wish it, instead of having it deducted from the total debt. Then there is work on the neighbouring
tea-gardens, where Tokuru could earn from Rs. 7 to Rs. 10 a month. Similarly, there is road work, the
rate for which is four anngs a day, or Rs. 7-8 a month. SixJnonths in a tep-garden or 8 months on the
roads would give him the whole amount he required. Of course, on the m&dgsa;e‘ could not get work
for eight months, but hescould forfoys ‘or-five,cértainly, and he could eke but the rest of the time in
a tea-garden, When asked hoy he proposed to live when his present store was exhausted, he eaid
he would bogrow more, and that he could, if necessary, arrange to go as some one’s servant.

. g < ® January 15th to February 15th.- '

t In connection with this matger the follosgipg remarke-of the tahaildér Are of imterest:— .

% Tokuru is an opium-egter whenever he ca Mdot any ragpey. - He is' a lazy and good for-nothing fellow;
does not care to work. If he did, there js plent?::gsvorﬁ‘to he bad ontheroads sud in the twé neighbouring tea-gardens.
The rate for road work is Rs. 7-8 a month, MyZervant Bola will probably a¢k me &t the engd of the year to give him -
the Rs. 6 promised instead of allowing it to be deducted frowm his dgbt. If hedoes I shall give liim the cash. Jt peys
me to mdke ‘the arrangement, for if I had not-advanded the Rs, 40, 1 should have been-obliged o gets sorvant who '
would, besides his food and clothing, have cost -me at least Rs.;2 s month. - 8o thatby making the advaude, I gave
Rs. 18 a year, but lose the imterest on Rs. 40: Similarly the'Kaﬁ rihar, woald haveto pay w® servant at lﬂ‘f ?
amonth to logk after his cattle and cart.: He sldo‘,w%.?pro y be asked to give thp annéal twelve rupess in oda
instead of taking it against the debt, and'he wil] be aureto ggrep.t He saves-Ra. % in the vear but lasen §e fntersyt o0
his Bs. 100, Paddy and rice are rarely‘scld in fhis ~neighﬁrhoﬁd"'bnt there is a consideriifTe trhffic in
which are brought from Nowgong; spun into shread here abd sojd.2f:. R A , ,

Practically, the Kays, if he paid B?wg: Bs. 12  year, was gélting 72 por-cent. per amnpm o his loan. The taluil-
- der in » similar way was clearing 45 per cent. per annum on his loan. - IR 4 ¢ N

ngs Co00oDs,
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ExaMPLE 7.—HaDI, RaBHA. o

A poor Rabha of Koliabari, mauza Luki, sadr sub-division of Kamrdp. I had asked for a fo
of the poorest men in tbe village, and Hadi was amongst those produced. The man was in excellent
condition. (Visited 8th March 1888.)

1. Hadi, son of Rina, Rabha of Koliabari. The family consists of three, Hadi, his wife, and

. Family. their ::n, a boy of about 12. But the son does not live with his
parents.

2. Hadi holds land in two villages*—

2. Holding and revenue.

In Koliabari.
B. K. L.
Basti 2 1 4
. In Kazigaon.
Rupit 4 012

The revenue payable is Rs. 4-13-0, with 5 annas local rate.
ga) Gardens.—I was unable to visit this man’s homestead. .

b) Fields.—The rupit area is capable of yielding 2,046 1bs. paddy, or 682 seers of rice. Tlils
is almost enough for Hadi and his wife. If a very small area were double cropped, the land
would yield quite enough. But, as a matter of fact, the land lay fallow last season, as Hadi had no
cattle to cultivate it with. Nor did he succeed in letting it out to any one on any terms. The
season before he had made an arrangement with one Tengor to cultivate the land. Tengor was to
give him half the produce, on condition he paid the rent.

3. I could not go to Hadi’s homestead.

@. Houses. .

4. Hadi has no cattle at all. He has two ducks, one hen, no pigs or pigeons. He is keeping

o Live stock. one goat for a friend on condition of having one of the kids. The

4 . friend will take back the goat and one kid, when the young ones are
old enough.

(a) From land.—Hadi gets little but firewood, buildi.ng materials, and odd vegetables from the

& . Produce other than from bis own lang.  WBSte lands about the village. He has no cattle to benefit by

s tc e the grazing. Fish, however, are as usual to be had everywhere for
e catchin ‘

®). Otlgmme than from land.—Having no crops and no cattle, Hadi and his wife earn their living:

by odd jobs. The wife works at planting winter rice, at tying up paddy and cutting it, she also does
odd household jobs, such as.clearing the house, cattle-shed, &c., for Sukuna, a former mandal of this
village. Hadi also works for hire in this way, doing odd jobs. He cuts building materials in the
i\;lng e and repairs houses; he carries loads when required; works on the earthwork of roads, &e., &e.
is own words convey perhaps the best idea of his desultory kind of life. “The day before yeste’rday

I carried a load for Sukuna to Batakuchi (about 4 miles away) and returned. I got enough rice for a
meal, about § seer, alsosome salt and baingans, and two dhuns (about 10 seers) paddy. I ate the rice
and baingans-and salt when I went home. The same day my wife had been out doing odd jobs, and
had brought home some rice too. Yesterday I put up a machént in the house of the post-office
peon. He gave me four pice for the job, and halfa day’s food in rice. Iate this rice to-dayatmy midday
meal. Yesterday, the rice we ate was made from the paddy Sukuna had given me. To-day I was
working all day repairing a house for the village Kaya. The job is not yet done. When I am going
home the Kaya will give me enough rice for a meal. It is not settled yet what I am to get for the

repairs to the Kaya’s house.”

. . N L]
Hadi cultivates eri worms. He sells the empty cocoons at the market at 80 for one pice.

e chrysalis is always extracted before sale and eaten. It isa favonrite article o ood wi s
The chrysal alwa . le of f
Lalungs, Rabhas, and other non-Hindu tribes. w('xth Kacharis,

6. Hadi owes Sukuna Re. 22, The debt was ori inally Rs. 30 and was recorded on stamped

6. Debts. paper. It was incurred about 10 years ago and only Rs. 8 has been

paid off.§ At first the arrangement was that Hadi was to give the man-

dal 5 dh.ung of paddy each year for each rupee in the debt. But for the last three years Hadi’s son has

been minding the mandal’s cattle and doing odd jobs for him, and so the interest was let, off, and the

mandal agreed to pay the boy Rs. 4 a year. Now that the boy is older Sukuna is to pay Rs. 5 a year

as well as give up interest. - The boy will have been three years in the mandals .service next

Baisak.] Sukuna deducted Rs. 4 for éach of the first two years. This year he paid Hadi’s revenue for

him instead of making any deduction from the debt. Hadi’s son lives at the mandal’s house, and is
supplied with food and clothing. Besides minding the cattle he cuts firewood and does odd jobs.

7. Hadi and his wife apparently rarely see cash. The arrangement made with Sukuna enables

" 7. Cash. them tb get their revenue paid. They are paid for their sérvices

. L with rice, salt, vegetables, &c. » They are prohably paid with opium too,

as both are opium:eaters, though Hadi was loth to acknowledge the fact. They are sometimes of
course paid in coin, and they get coin for the eri coeoons and perhaps thread, which they sell. ‘A

T Fsilgures nscertained from the mandal's books - :* .- _ -

e I TR e s s
. § This shows the large prefit the Kayas sometimesmake. At 80 £or one pice the rate is Rs. 25 und, for:sbout :
g‘?‘l‘ .;;:‘n :;er. Tha rate,in Glnbﬁtl’.;l from Bs. 60 to Rs. 100 & mglt’:nd, and Ainjodcutthnc':n.s‘;:gmbbj,fonm;
— ¥ #:30 warias & nroyad a8 the aversge price paid for peddy by a K& . S
equivalent ofa dhun, wo fid,that b manda received arintaret arad per ann. or onch rapees O Sooghy 59
. The usual rate of in anns per mensem for exch: ! 5. :
| April 12 1o May 12. . " Tupoe, or 75 per ceht. per annum

L
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fough estimate of the value of their services may be made by seeing what amount of cash they would
require to spend in the year, supposing they obtained their income solely in ooin :—

* Rs. AP

Revenue .. 5§ 2 0
Opium at 14 anna a day for both ... , ..34 4 0
Salt about 1 seer a month S .. 2 00
0il (occasioxi:lly) .. 1.0 0

. 8. 5 for man

Clothing { o o e } .15 0 0
Sugar ... .. 2 00
Cotton thread .. 2 00
Tobaeco... e .. 1.0 0
Miscellaneous (daos, &e.) .~ 2 00
Paddy, a little over 27 maunds .., ... 17 0 ot
Total . .. 8 6 0

If Hadi worked regularly at Rs. 7 a month at a tea-garden he could earn this sum, If he
chose to do extra work he could earn more. Apparently he prefers the hand-to-mouth system
on which he lives, for he could easily get work at a tea-garden if he cared to have it.

‘ ' ExaMPLE 8.—DnONRAI, LALUNG.

A fairly well-to-do Lalung of Nokla, in district Nowgong. (Visited 14th March 1888.)

1. Dhonrai, son of Khoramura, Lalung of Nokla, aged about 35 years. The family consists of
1. Family. the following members:— .

Gaidhar, Lalung, married to Dhonrai’s sister. The sister.
Three boys from 8 to 12, and one girl about 5, the children of the above two.
Bur Singh, brother of Dhonrai.

These seven, one woman, two men, and four children live on Dhonrai’s homestead land. But
Dhonrai himself, his wife and two children live in another much smaller homestead, about half a mile
away. In this other basti, Dhonrai is known by the name of Dhonkons, and, so recorded i.n the
mauzadsir’s books. He explained that he was not present when his name was first recorded in the
mauzadar’s books, and that a friend entered him as Dhonkons, and he did not think it worth while
to have the name changed !

2. In Dhonrei’s name} the following land is held on periodic lease :—
3. Holding and Revenue,

B. K. L. K.
Bastt .. 08 17 2
Rupit e . 563 2 2
Faringati .. 0 818 3
. Rs. As. P.
Revenue 4 9 0
Local rate 0560
In Gaidhar’s name the following land is held on annual lease :— :
Rupit . 2 317 2
Rs. As, P.
Revenue ’.. 112 0
Local rate - S 020
In Dhonkona’s name the following land is held on annual leasé :—

Basti . 1 0 3 7 8
Rupit - 6 311
Rs. As, P.
Revenue 418 2
Local rate . e 0 5 0

The total holding of the whole family is given below, with revenue and local rate :—
Basti . 1 1156 1
Rupit . B o 11
Faringati C .. 0 818 8
Total ... e e 10151
' Rs. As. P.
Revenue e 11 2 2
Local rate e . 012 o

. (@) Gardens.—The basti land ocoupied by Gaidhar, his wife and children, and Bur Singh, isin
Dhonrai’s lease. It is the old home otP Dhonrai’s father, and descended to him and Bur Singh sud
their sister. According to Lalung custom, when Gaidhar married Dhonrsi’s sister, he csme to
live in his wife’s house, and all his children were born there. Similarly when Dhonrai married his

present wife, about five years ago, he left his paternal home and went to live in his wife's honse. After .

® This is probably exoessi've, as the pair eould not afford to eat 1§ sonss v'orth [ dqy, v
1 This is the price at which generally sold to Kayas in this neighbourhood.
i Figures ascertained from the mandal’s books. ° .
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a time Gaidhar may go back to his old basti, and Dhonrai may come back to Bur Singh. Dhonrai’s
basti as entered in the lease comsists only of the land occupied by the houses in which Bur Singh
and Gaidhar live. But the piece of faringati shown in the same lease is really a piece -of basti too.
One continuous bamboo fencing surrounds both plots. A portion of the plot called faringati Srev
rice seedlings last yeal. It contains plantains and bamboos, but not many. The other half is
almost entirely occapied by houses, but has 11 betel-palms, 4 or 5 heavy clumps of bamboo, some

jack-fruit trees, guavas, plantains, and mangos, also a well. There were, strange to say, no vege-

tahles at all. - The manure from the towshed is apparently not used on the basti land, except very
aparinily. for I saw a considerable quantity lying outside flung away on a piece of waste land.

The basti occupied by Dhonrai, and entered in the name of Dhonkona, contains, besides, a
ocouple of houses, a sau tree, a few plantains, a couple of clumps of bamboos, and an open sﬁee
on wheh last year a variety of Indian-corn was grown.

(b: Fidlds.—It was difficult to ascertain to what extent Dhonrai shares the produce of the land
en in his name, with Gaidhar and his brother and sister. Similarly, it was not quite clear how
Sar Gaidhar and his household shares the produce of the land entered in Dhonkona’s lease. On the
whole, however, I gathered that the two families shares pretty evenl{lacoording to their necessities
the produoce of the whole land entered in all their names. Taking this view, there were evidently five
adults and six children to be daily fed, two of the latter being very small. Probably 9 seers of rice
would be daily required. This would mean an annual supply of 123 maunds of paddy. But the 15
bighas of nipit would yield but 94 maunds of paddy, or § of the required amount. If, however, two out of
the five acres were sown with early rice before the winter crop were put down, the outturn would be
sufficient for the whole family.* _

3. A diagram on the scale of 20 feet to the inch of the basti area occupied by Gaidhar and

Bur Singh is given on the opposite page. It will be seen that
there are five houses :— -

1) The one occupied by Gaidhar, his wife and children.
2) The one occupied by Bur Singh and in which the dheki is kept.
* (3) The cattle-shed with grojecting eaves at one end to cover the loom.
4) A shed without walls for keeping the firewood dry.
25) A similar shed for keeping the thatching-grass in.

Nos. (1) and (2) stand on plinths of hardened mud about 1} feet above the level of the
d outside. Both these houses, as well as the cattle-shed, have deep projecting eaves. The walls
of No. (1) are plastered with mud. There are no machéns (platforms of bamboo) in the houses, as
YLalungs are said to sleep on the ground, using rice straw as bedding. No. (4) is well stocked with
firewood and No. (5) with thatching-grass. A number of fishing baskets and traps were hung up to
the hotses under the eaves, in different places. The most marked point was the absence of a granary.
The family said it never had enough grain to store, but this was an obvious lie, as every member was
in good condition and the custom of storing paddy is universal in Assam. The fact probably is that
Dhonrai’s granary in the basti he holds under the name of Dhonkona is use8 by.both families.
gmnmznwas well stocked with paddy when I saw it. Also Gaidhar had some paddy stored in
e oylindrical baskets plastered with mud. Another curious thing about Gaidhar’s homestead is
he well. Water is generally procured by the Assamese from rivers and pools. They tarely dig wella.
In Gaidhar'’s well the water was 12 feet from the surface and about 15 inches deep. Live fish were in
it, purposely put in, as they tend, the people said, to keep the water good. The water was extremely

muddy in appearance. Dhonrai himself has 3 houses on his piece of separate basti:— '

(1) The one occupied by himself, his wife and 2 children. This is on 8 mud plinth and the
, ;ralls are plastered with mud. There are deep eaves at one end for sheltering the
oom. y
: (9; One house for husking rice, containing the dheki, and also a lot of thatch and wood.
(8) One Bhoral or mnary. This is 5’ 8"x4’ 0"x 5/ 11”. The height of the bottom of
4

& Houses.

31;: (%oor is and the paddy, ready threshed, filled it to within 4 inches of this

T. -

4. ‘Dhonmi himself has no cattle. He said he borrowed a pair of bullocks, last year, on condition
& Live stock. of ploughing up the lender’s land i exchange for: the loan. He has -

) no ducks or goats or pigs or pigeons. He hasa few fowls. Gaidhar
and ?.ur Singh have two plough bullocks and two cows, one ofP tﬁe latter has a calf, But the maillk is
all given to the calf, as the Lalungs do not use milk.} There is also one sow and six young ones,
No ducks, no pigeons. About ten or twelve fowls and several chickens.

5. (a) From land.—Firewood, grazing, and building materials are to be had in abundance every
5. Produos other than fromhisownssa.  Where.  Fish are also to be obtained in fair quantititei,.. as there are
e

. number of small pools in the neighbourhood, and the Lal
like the Kacharis, very expert in their use of fish-traps. g ood, an ungs are,

(b) Otherwise than from land. All three, Gaidhar, Dhonrai, and Bur Singh, work occasionally on
the roads, The regular rate is 4 annas a day. Theyalso werk in tea-gardens§ in the neighbourhood.
They alsg do work as coolies, carrying loads, &e. The regular rate is 4 annas a day. At the tea-

¢ The question of double cropping, however, is one about which definite information is very hard to obtain in the
valley of Assam. - The mandal generally omits to record the second crop, and the owner of tli‘eryﬂbld almost i:lnvarhm bly

- - denies that be has ocultivated it twice.

-t This is equivalent to 118:89 cubic feet of paddy, say 114 cubic feet, and st 1 cubic foot 37:293 Ibs., the weight
of would have been nearly 52 maunds. But 85 3%. 11. would only yield 41 maunds, therefore cither the yiekl is
iter than I have estimated, or some of the paddy from Dhonrai's ancestral land is kept in this ‘Bhoral. (I feshd

ohie experiment that the paddy. centained by & box the interior of which was 1,262§ cubic inches, weigh W’ Ibe.
i;h.i weight of 1 oubic foot would be 37293 lbs,; similarly I found that the weight of s cubic fegt of rive -

.

8 Ibs. .
t thOkl"htﬁlomyreg it a8 exorement. . o TR
_ These are wmeEuopun an%MQ#ko’ﬁomM' cie e
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grdens the pay is Re. 6 a month. Last year Bur Singh worked as a coolie, carrying things about

a merchant for about 4 month. He got 4 annasa day. None of the three men worked on roads

last year. . Bur Singh was at a garden also foramonth. They sell pigs and fowls and goats and pigeons

and ducks when they have them to spare, and when in want o? money. They will gab'Rs. 3 for a

grown sow and Rs. 5 or Rs. 6 for a grown boar. They have no Sum or Sualu trees, and never grow the
muga worm. They also never cultivate theeri. - v

6. Only one member of the family is in debt, viz., Dhoprai, who says he borrowed Rs. 6 at 1

6 Debla. anna per rupee per month from Ahina Koch of Bamungaon, to enable

. him to pay his revenue. No bond wgs drawn up.

¢ 7. The amount of cash required by the.family might be roughly estimated as follows :—
7. Cash, ,

“

Rs. A. P,
Revenue 11 14 2
Salt, absut 44 seers 8 month 9 00
Tobaccd 3 00
Clothes at Rs. 10 for the women and Rs. 5 each for the men 3 0 0
Sugar 200
0Oil (rarely) 3 00
Cotton thread . 5 00
Religious ceremonies e 5 00
Miscellaneous (iron for ploughs, daos, &ec.) 50 0

Total e 7814 2

Thie is most likely more than is required, as the clothing item is probably too high. Lalungs da
net indulge in the same amount or quality of clothing that other Assamese appear to require. ﬁsiw-
ever that may be, the means of obtaining this amount of money annually is well within the reash
of the family. On most gardens a coolie can earn Rs. 10 a month by working extra houxs, so that
if each' of the three mren had worked for a little over 24 months they would betweerthem have
earned almost enough. But according to their own account only two months’ work was done
during the previous year; consequently, it is not easy to ascertain where they obtained the cash th
required, Their livé-stock helped them no doubt to a certain extent. They also very probably sold fisl
in the weekly Nokla market. Then, again, it is probable that, with their constant introduction of
fish and flesh into their diet, they did not require for their use an average of nine seers of rice a
‘day. Bur Singh said they used only one dhun, or about five seers, of rice a day for his household.

- This would give for the seven members of the family living with Bur Singh an average of 11§ chattacks
each, a possibly fair allowance, when we remember that the jail ration, which is not supposed to be a full
meal, is only 10 chattacks per diem. Similarly, Bur Bing said that his household bought each week
four pice worth of salt in the market, and received 10* tolas less than half a seer, for the saum. This
is 1} seers a month for seven persons, an almost incredibly low amount, considering.that the jail
allowance is almost half a seer per head per month. However, khér-watert is largely used, and is to a
certain extent a substitute for salt. So that my estimate of 4] seers a month for the eleven members
of the family is probably a little high. . :

ExaMPLE 9.—KoLa Ram, Goﬁox.t

A very well-to-do Gonok of Bokagaon, near Dharmtul, in Nowgong. It should be noted that

the information entered below was elicited with the greatest difficulty. The answer to almost every

- question was given with unwillingness and after delay, and it was clear that the members of the
?a.mily questioned were considering each question, not with a view to giving a correct answer, but
with the object of ascertaining what was the most expedient reply to make. This is a very typical

case, and admirably illustrates the general prosperity which prevails amongst the cultivators of the
Brahmaputra Valley. (Visited 15th March 18885)e

1. Kola Ram, Gonok, son of Kisto Ram, a small old man, about 85 or 60, in perfect possession of all
Famly. his faculties. The family consists of Kola, his adopted son Rangai (a

. Koch), Rangai’s wife, their four sons, and one daughter. Qne of these

sons, Manpur, is married, and he and his wife live with the family; but he has no children. Qne son and

the daughter are children. The total, therefore, consists of two women, five men, and two children::

__ ® This is quite right. At'6 seers of salt for the ‘Singh should get o, whickr -
what ho sag gegd :g : seers o sa.t orthernprur Singh .lhdll get 30 tolas of slltfor4_pic,e,l lch'

page ) ' 8 B
than

' in ‘TA l.Gonok is a kind of Brahmin of inferior type, Gonoks in Assam, however, enjoy wuch: more

' therate of 1,500 lbs. per acre.
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2. Tke fdlowing land® is held by the family in different villages :—

'y ding and revenue.

(1) In'Kola’s name— B. K. L. K.
'Peﬁiodtic— 1 417 ; ..
' asti aee 1 310 ‘
Faringati Rs. A. P.
. 213 0
Revenue 0 3 0
. Local rate .
(2) 'In Rangai's name— B. K. L. K.
Periodic— 2 3 6 3
Faringati Rs. A. P.
1 6 0
Revenue 010
Local rate B. K. L. K.
Anpual— 3 113 0
Faringati . Rs. A. P.
111 O
Revenue 3 0.2 0
Local rate } T ‘ N ] .
i holds about Bs. 4 of newly-broken-up land, on which he grew mustard this

Besides this, Ranga

eason, and for which he has received 1o lease as yet.
¥ ’ )

(3) 1In Manpur's namé— B. K. L. K.

Periodic— 1 115 2

Rupit 9 1 2 1
Faringati Rs. A. P. '

1111 O

Revenue 012 O

Local rate B. K. L. K.

Annual— 6 2 2 3

Rupit 6 014 1

Faringati Rs. A. P.

- C b 72 0

_ .+~ Revenue 0 7 0

v Local rate

A’l Kola is in occupation of part of the land held in the name of one Bhejia, who has sold his
so Kola

jia’s land.
he pays Ason Re. 1 for the use of Bhejia's
mghta o A Ki? 1:1'1:& 1);21deisp egtered as follows in the lease:—

This portion o B. K. L. K.
0100

Basti 0 2 5 0
Faringatl Rs. A. P.

0 6 9

Revenue would amount t6 ...

Therefore, the total amount of land from all so 8 follows;:—

®

urces held by the family is

B. K. L. K.
. 2 017 1
Basti . Tt 0 11 3181
Bupt i . .. 2211 3
aringati -
Total 47 2 7 1
‘ - , Rs. A. P.
Revenue ee . 2’{ ﬁ g
Local rate o L u'th
_— the opposite page on the scale of :10&. to the inch shows a e
) (a) G,M dmohicﬁeﬁzfchlzr:hogldpaﬁf ha.vé) b%en classed as bastl_, but, owing to the conmvamc(el
hfn%hm Kdﬁ:ﬁ:f a portion of it was recorded as faringati. There is no distinction on the gronn
0! e ma s

i .1 the books as faringati and that recorded as basti. Similarly,
itself between the Porttgogh:;i;?:elga;: sh:uld have been gl:.ssed as basti. Consequently, the basti

area possessed by the family is really Bs. 4-1-12-3.

: . one i hing ; one
- o i e occupied by houses ; one is set apart for sugarcane crus H ‘
e.esortxon of thmﬁ;@.f c?:: by yolx)mg betel-palm,s,. one by sugarcane (?6—2-5.-0) anddonzat{y
is occupied by castor P f betel-palms, mangos, jack-fruits, guavas, plantains, and sualu

tobacoo (B 0-1-0-0); a number © od over the garden land. There ia a small patch of rheea and ano-
:;ees g::il:iga :%::sze;re:a%ﬁ‘:ﬂ The whole of ;he pe ‘lodic ue?g:xlbggsKomflzﬁm\glggeﬂ by
er . : ‘ clumps o . largest trees
alow bamboo fencing, and m"l?lllaces Bougﬁd;ﬁ\‘gd ‘i,:gl covexPed with their excrement, which is never
ren na;;l asti{migsla:c;t;nn;tes t:)ogrmuch, when so muctl’le:; it is flung away outside as is not required

Temoved un o homestead. ' .
Rt young botlgama snd vgetales 858 L o s of puddy i o ol
(b) Fields.—The ruptt & ot at 91:‘“" of ricea day the family would require 123 maun pad e

© Figures sscertsined from the mandal's books. -

-

N
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Therefore if 3 bighss were double cropped, orif 3 bighgs of faringati were".oaéupi(-;d with blin,‘ the.

family would have enough grain. Similarly, if we suppose the rupit land to be at all bettér than
the average the same result would arise. A ,

It was almost impossible to ascertain what had been done with the fn.rmga ingati . £ thie tifbe~
ments 6f the family were to be believed, almost all the faringati area-had lain wutelfndA sxllfa%s ot
may have lain - waste, but not much, for faringati land is easily procurable almest everywheye, and
there would be ne object in paying revenue for the ‘area the family holds unless it mtﬂ, ‘or nearl
all, under cultivation. -If we assume that half was planted with ahu and ’w:ﬁw' th{
produce would be as follows:— o, ‘

.
. Lo 4
L]
R

. Alu, 75 maunds at 10 annas per mauund L e 46 14~
. Mustard at 500 bs. to the acre, 29 maunds at Rs, 2-8-0 per maund ... 72 8

The mandals’ books give the following crops for the faringati land :—Bao on Bs.
on Bs. 5-0-8. Ahu and m%stard on Bs. 3-1-13, fhu and pulse oga Ba. 1-0-6. Bambo':s i;a‘;)slantﬁ;‘:
on Bs. 1-3-10. The actual produce, therefore, may be calculated to have been as follows :—Bao == 70
maunds; shu = 51 maunds; pulse (probably matikalai) = 2 maunds; mustard ~ 7 maunds. The
value would be: bao and ahu = Rs. 75-10-0; matikalai—= Rs., 8; musterd == Rs. 17-8-0: totsl -
Rs. 99-2-0. But mandals’ crop returns are generally unreliable. o . >

3. Thebuildings are shown on the sketch opposite the preodding page on a.Noale of 40 feet

5. Houses. = 1 inch. There are three living houses, & cooking house, a cattles

¢ e trandoor in the side. wh _slfd ar;:l fa Bl};)ral. hTIixie dimensions of the Istter up to the bottom
of the trap-door in the side, which is 4} feet from' the floor, ave 16'x 9’ x4}, -The

full of paddy, ready threshe(i.* S i Bhorg'l was half

4. The family possesses, Kola said, 3 plough bullocks, and one that is at present’rtoo: yéung

6 Live stock. for work. There are no cows} or dpigs, or fowls. There are a

number of pigeons and six or seven ks.
Also there are three buffaloes used for ploug%i%mg. ‘ ueks. - Also one female goa.t.

5. (@) Fromland.—As usual, the family gets its grazing, building materials, and firewoody free to
5. Produce otherwise than fromhisownlana, 80 UDlimited extent. Also wood for making such implements as
ploughs, handles of hoes and daos, &c,

(b) Otherwise tham for land.—Eri worms are largely cultivated, as was proved
castor _on the homestead. Muga worms are also f%zd );t the prop:er seasonpon the :\Zalflh:rele)a:tchEﬁ
cloth is made by the women of the household, and used generally by the family itself. Ran ;i had
a coat of eri on. I was told that the muga had failed last year,§ that the family had made n%’ cloth
and I;zz.rd t;;)ld onl}))r 4}(1)0 cocg&ns. They received Re. 1-4-0 for this amount. ‘ ’
) ork is to be had in Mr. Cargill’s tea-garden a few miles off. Rangai goes someti
times Manpu'r. The pay is said to be only Rs, 5 a month.] One mag gges and wo:]l:: :: g :’]?ille.
and while he is away the other looks after the field work. Manpur worked last year for 4 or 5 ’ﬁionthz’
Also the family makes something out of its live stock. Ducks and duck’s eggs when to spare are sold.
So are kids and pigeons sometimes. Kola expressly denied that rice or paddy were ever sold.| .

Fisxh1 <1)f course form a favourite article of diet, and are constantly caught in the manner described
on page 11.

6. Kola admitted that nomemberof the family was in debt. He said that when he was tem-
4. Debts, porarily in want of money he was in the habit of borrowing from the

Kaya a few rupees, at the rate of 1 anna per mensem per rupee of loan

7. If we assume, and we shall not be far wrong in doing so, that the rupit area is.sufficient

7. Cash. to Su%)tl')lyt t(]:ixeffamil);l ?’!tlgriceﬁhe faringati fields may be taker
as cultivated for cas rofit. 1

family may be estimated as follows:— proft ® smount of mi%? rﬁqull)red by the
Revenue 29 7. 0
Salt about four seers a month 8 0 O
Tobacco ... 5 00
ClothesY at Rs. 8 for each of the women and Rs. 4 each for the men ... 36 0 0
' Sugar ... R .. 5 00
0il 5 0 0
Brass vessels ’ .10 0 0
Cotton thread 10 0 0
Gosain’s fees cart, . .10 0 0
Miscellaneous (iron for ploughs, &c.) . 10 0 0
Total e .. 128 7 0o

® The cubic contents of the Bhoral to the level of the bottom of the tra d}‘ A
. ; . -dootr wer i
Taking the weight of a cubic foot as 37:293 Ibs. (see note on page 450), the Bhoral wpsec:g:ll;elgor:fﬁslfiqu 5?21
mauf} t"1"1? nd as it wa"bhgl]f full it must have contained about 151 maunds. S ocing

ere were probably some cows, though their existence was denied. I gather this, because I . w
there were no buffaloes, and it was only when, on going round the homestead, I sg:w the tyi’ng-up p?ace??faatl?t%tjgle

that the possession of these animals was admitted. Similarly, I was told there were no muga worms, but I foun

some on bne of the snalu trees outside. Th i i ing 1 in thi
-distritct.s Tlll\ey ar; nev?f 80 usecll in the adjo?n?%ﬁtgc:%%ﬁﬁf; - buffaloes for ploughing is very common in thi
, mall wooden rollers are largely used in this neighbourhood for bringing fire i
broaFpomall % gely g g firewood, showing that the quantitie
,d;:;?cts.a a time are large, and that it has to come from some distance, I have not noticed these rollers in othe

) All this was probably only & part of i i i .
-of suisistence, and fo re yent {he l;mnitl)y :Eebiﬁd(l);t ognmstenﬂy rado through the interview o underrate tho meas

- | This for reasons already given was slmost certainly fal L - )
* The women make both muga and eri cloths, and dg n:t.toﬁmﬁn n%;lﬁ buy 80 Thuch ready made

-!h&efon"bfw women and two men. There are no children.
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Saw that the value. of the produce of the faringati could, A
g be ush*x;ed to be about Rs. 120. Besides this, the family has the young of its

» - ‘v dagtin THIM i t ; s the famil' is evidently very well-to-do.
&y%%mﬁg?m probably below the amount, as th y ryu'idﬁavithqu#

ot

Yive stoak $p sell, and eri and mbga codotns and cloth occasionally. Mr. Cargill's tea-gaplen, affords
h:;k w m'en’ when théy wang it, and s Governmenttoad passes through the village.™ It is quite
F (3hat here there oan neyﬁ:bb difficulty in getting any amount of coin thq§ may be reqm;ed. y
Lo “'.";:"“i.-,‘ L ExanrLE 10.—PURra, Bor KoLrra.* AT ’ | +

§et A £ we®-do Kolits of manza Panduri in the sadr subdlmxmﬂkmﬁp A veryp}y}gica}
a3, et 1%th April 1888, - TN

Tt Y. sﬁn,::wn d’gnko, Bor)Kolita, of Pub Sitars, a young man of about 25, in good condition, but
S L S &

A lazy and apathetic in manner. The family. consists of"ﬁlm, his
[ younger brother Bati Ram, their two wives, and Purajjs.!:}?thgl",

2. The area held by Purais recorded in different leases.t ° Lo Yl
8. Holdleg wid revesns, . In Tatarkuchi— * - e
(@) One ‘periodio-, lease in his \own' na:x:g,—e ‘ BE L

< : :
' e o P L S A e 130
Faringatd - & g gt ot Rs. As. P.
v p i el DR 2 a\ ' ‘ o« - ) ) 0 13 0
Revenite - © Tiee g, o T 01 0
ml mte, - FQII\ R e . eoe oo sow
(2)) One periodio 1ease in the names of Bhogia and Pura, the former owning 1 and the latter
SR i Re. 1-0-9 for his share)—
¢ (Bhogia piye Re. ° ) B. K. L.
’ , 8 118
Feringsth ' Rs, As. P.
4 3 0O
Revenue
o Local rate 0 4 0
Malacha— .

!n(?)og()ne annual lease held by Durga Ram, Pura, and Bhuyan in equal shares:—

'," B. K. L.
 Basti ... .. 10 219
T i i 8 00

Fétlng i Rs, As. P.
" Hevenue R ... 1415 O

-> Local rate .. 015 0
 (2) One annual lease held by Pura, with & share of }, and Kirti Ram (a school teacher)
with a share of $:—

. B. K. L.
ringati 5 211
Fazingati h Rs. As. P.
Revenue 212 0
Local rate 0 3 0
(3) One annual lease held in his owt:: name :— B KL
« Faringati 21 0
= Rs. As. P. >
Revenue 1 00
Local rate . ‘ 01 0

(4) Pura also cultivates 3 bighas of khirdj rupit asan under-tenant, merely paying the revenue,
From the leaseholder of this land, a nisf-khirsjdar, he  also holds 12 bighas of nisfe
khiraj rupit on payment of the usual rent of 10 annas & bigha, and 8 bighas more of
nisf-khiraj rupit on"condition of giving half the produce. Calculating out these various
shares and adding them up, and assuming that revenue, not produce, is given for the
8 bighas last mentioned, we find Pura’s land and liabllitjes to be as follows :—

i B. K. L.

Basti ... 3 213
S S I O
Fringett Rs. As, P.
R . : . 2814 0
R poicpex R T . . o190

Local rate .¢. P LR
" (a) Garden g;__The‘éfemh'gmm: glotted to a scale of 20 feet to the inch, shows the manner

. . . tivation, i ich tobaceo, baingans,
3 Pura’s land is occupied. d are several patches of cultivation, in which tobacco, baingans
'mhyoung bet.el-palms,g ginger plant ot two, and some other vegetables are growing. A pumpkin
hes been started to climb over one house. A betel vine has been trained round the stump of &
® There are three classes of Kolitas; Borjiolit’as, the most esteemed; Horn Kolitas, who rank ngxt;‘and Nét Kolitas, 4‘

whe mTl]&'::n?erﬂi‘: ::’l:!:ix Pura's rights fre mi;ed up with those of others ia a good examplo of the cowplications .-

¥ implest pe systems in the world. The
which can by a perverse ingonui asade to result from one of the simplest reven .
ﬁm, h‘“y‘ﬁg“n vnﬁﬁﬁ fll?;@ mbhadal’s books. . : ' :
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médar tree. A row of plantains divides the portion of the premises occupied by the houses and small.
vegetables from the remaining half of the basti land. This latter has just had a crop of mustard.
The rest of the land is lying waste, except where a few young betel-palms and planthins have:
been planted. o

The land occupied by Pura as his basti is B. 1-4-0 in extent (‘623 of an acre). It forms part
of the land he holds with Bhogia, and was classed as faringati and settled for ten years before the
houses were erected on it. Bhogia’s premises are next door. The manure from the cowshed is.
flung over the basti land, and never taken to the rice fields.

b. Fields.—The area recorded as basti was taken over from a family which was migrating. The
three leaseholders, Durga Ram, Pura, and Bhuyan, took it up for mustard culfivation, thinking it
. would be classed as faringati. But according to orders, periodically settled land, when'given up and
_retaken, must be settled with the second occupant at the same rate at which it was originally settled.

‘When asked why they did not give it up, Pura said that while they were getting the revenue together
" the period for relinquishment passed away.
' The following crops were grown by Pura in the year just closed:—

Cane on 1 bigha of his-own faringati land. '

. Sali or winter rice on 21 bighas, leaving 2 bighas fallow through inability to cultivate more:
owing to growing cane. k

Mustard on Bs. 3-2-13 of basti and on Bs. 5-4-17 of faringati, or Bs. 9-2-10 in all.

The produce was probably as follows :—

The cane, at 1,600tbs. an acre, yielded 64 maunds of gur (5381bs.) The price of gur at Rangia
was said by Pura to be probably one and a half annas a seer.* Therefore 6§ maunds would be
worth Rs. 25. But according to Pura the one bigha only gave 12 kolas of gur.  Each kolat holding
4 or 5 seers and selling at 4 to 6 annas. o

The sali or winter rice at 1,500 lbs of paddy to the acre must have yielded 874 maunds rice.
Out of thisthe family had to give halfthe produce of 8 bighas as rent. Thatis he had to give 25
maunds of paddy (equivalent of 17 mds. rice). This left him 704 maunds rice for his household con-
sumption. But he would only use, at 51 seers of rice a day, 454 maunds in the year, therefore the
land he occupied would give him all he would require for his family and leave a surplus of 25 maunds
rice over, worth Rs. 50. The mustard on 94 bighas would at 500 lbs. to the acre yield 194 maunds,
worth at Rs. 2-8 a maund about Rs. 49,

3. There are three houses besides the granary as shown on the sketch. All but the cattle-
shed are carefully plastered with mud, the walls being made of
reeds. The largest is the house occupied by the whole family; it
has 3 rooms, The mnext to it contains the loom and the rice husker, and several miscel-
laneous household and fishing implements, such as old baskets, ploughs, daos, &c. The third is the
cattle-shed, extremely dirty and with a very bad smell, o

4. The live stock consists of one pair of plough bullocks, one cow (the dalfdied 15 days before),
two goats,and one duck. No fowls or pigs. Pura had two pair of
bullocks last year, but one died from some disease this year, and the
.- other, which was seen to have caught the infection was let loose in the jungle todie. This second
bullock was let loose, because it was considered that the trouble of keeping it would be too great.

5. (a) From land.—As usual, grazing, building materials, and firewood are to be had free in any
quantity. Also wood for agricultural implements and cane for
baskets, &c. Fish are caught, but chiefly in the rains, (

(b) Other than from land.—Apparently little is made by the family except from its land. Eri
worrms are not cultivated, and there are no muga, There are no tea-gardens near. The men§ of the
family consider it degrading to work for Government, either on the roads or on repairing rest-houses,
They only occasionally work for hire in their own or neighbouring villages and only for private persons.
Cloth is not made for sale, and consequently the family may be said to subsist almost entirely upon
the produce of land, unsupplemented by any ether source of income.

6. Pura owes Rs. 60, borrowed three years agoon account of his brother’s marriage, and Rs, 10
6. Debts. borrowed a few days ago to pay part of his revenue. The wedding

cost Rs. 140 altogether. Towardsthis he had a hoard of Rs. 80,
of a sum which his father left him. Then he borrowed Rs. 30 from a sister, who is married to a rich
man, and Rs. 10 from an uncle and Rs. 20 from a Kaya. No bond was entered into and no interest
is to be paid for any of these sums. Most of the money was horrowed from relatives, and that which
was not was lent by a personal friend. Last month (Chait==March 12th to April 11th) Pura borrowed,
Rs. 10 more from the same Kaya to pay his revenne. If this sum is paid off gefore the end of Baisak
y 12th) no interest is to be charged, but if not the rate will be one anna per,rupee per mensen,
ut Pura lends money as well as borrows it. Three years ago he lent Rs. 20 to one Pua, Kachari,
who executed a bond to give interest at half an anna per rupee per mensem (37} per cent.), This
money has not been paid up yet.| Alsothree years ago Puraand Bhogia his brother-in-law hought

© The usual price in Gauhti is 24 annas. So this estimate is probably bslow he mark, *

+ A kola, or kalsi, is a small earthen vessel in which gur is gener: in M Tt is supposed t hold 4 to
b seers. The price varies with the solidity and whiteness of the gurgang the aia.‘ ,vesgel. o tekeli isa emaller
vessel of the same kind, holding about one seer of gur. DR ‘e w ) e

Pura himeelf stated this to be the amount which the five m 258 hia family would samsuine each day.

An almost literal translation of Pura's words in this ¢ on is interesting:—$Wéfdo not cu'ryfonda for
others, we aré respectable men (bhal manus). We do not_mipdgerrying our own rice or'pmtqr or mustard banghy
£ashion on our shoulders, but we cannot do this for hire. Wkenﬁvz work for wages we somatimes do oarthworE or
build reed houses or put on thatch, We do this for the big m he village, we do not work £ér Government at all.
1f we did, we should be considered coolies, whereas we are respedtaMe men (bhal manus). I know that the work we do
. for private persons in the village is the same aa that required for Ggpernment roads and Gavernment rest-houses, but

‘we can work for private persons without losing our respectability, whereas it we worked for Government, we sb:wld
‘become coolies and no longer remain respectable men. Governmept piys its coolies fourt annsl a day. ;‘mm private
ns we get sometimes three, sometimes four, annas,” . o, .’ .
{| 1t amounts now with interest to R, 42.8. ) Y AR 0 o, -

. -

3, Houses.

4. Live stock.

8. Produce other than from his own land,
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‘the leas’etﬂey Jointly hold (see above) for Rs. 25 from Horu Nat;h.- . ' y

‘ Davin g L iy . , the fogmer mandal of the vi

oli tfag;ri’gugs?;?a, B};ogtlg i‘i F u;tlléer, Pura bought the services of the ngﬁww ofnhias f?iend?B;italgii
; ’ S1t8 y the loan of Rs. 12 a year ago. This nephew is a boy of about, 1 i ‘
arranged that the boy was to serve Pura for the Bengali year 129131 (April 1 25}{ 108835 fouApéi f’ ﬁ?h 11t8 :-8-?(
Pura was to give him food and clothes, and for the year’s services deduct Rs. 7 f ¢

Banchit at the end of the year was to back i ot the debt. et
’ ) pay back Rs. 5 and take back his nephew.
fact the boy was taken back in Magh (January 15th to February 15&?)) :I:Vd ‘tlg:el tbﬁa?lclgagg‘ezﬁ

debt not paid up. A bond was executed embodying the conditions ab i ;
wgs,entered. .Consequ.ently, Pura was still .owed Oab%ut Rs. 8 of ’chaisogzb?en%ﬁgﬁo I\It%;ntﬁr(f
owed Rs. 70, he was himself owed Rs. 50-8-0.* re though he

‘ 7. The amount of eash required by Pura in the course of a year may be roughl&r calculated

7. Cash. as follows :— ,
Rsef As. P.
Revenue e ¥ s P
Salt, about 2} seers a month ... 21 7 of
Tobacco e _ » 25 ((')) (())
Clothes, at Rs, 10 each for women and 5 £ \ ' ’
Brass vessels (fl:-men . O 40 0 0.
Mustard oil ' 10 0 ¢
. a Cotton thread e o S 3 0 0
’ Gosain’s fees 5 00
Miscellaneous ' 1(5) A 8 8
Total S _,.0-1 7 _G

N ————

If we assume that he used half his gur himselfand s )
»f his rice, if husked .by the women, wgould bring in Rs(.)l5dO,t :fldr e:ﬁeh;z;)&ll%g;t 1}:1 l2ib The balance
Rs. 49. Therefore his land would bring him in Rs. 111. But then he left Bs Og 0 ?f)fof ably sell for.
ind Bs. 2 of his rapit fallow. . If he had sown mustard on the former he would h;v. ((;d 1(llli gt
»f mustard to his produce, or Rs. 25 to his profit. Similarly, the two’ additional bi;haas oi' ru‘gi?:v%ﬁ(]lg

1ave yielded him 8 maunds of rice or Rs. 16 of profit. If he had cultivated both areas he would have

nade Rs. 152 in all, or much more than the calculation above shows that the family requires

But Pura kept a boy to work as a servant durin

‘he keep of this boy for twelve months. The additi%xgﬁr:i(c)f the Ton and B
t4 maunds, worth Rs. 9, and his clothesto Rs. 4. The addit;
he boy would have cost him about Rs. 14. This, added to
8. 115-7. To meet this with his actual cultivation,
Cherefore he had Rs. 121, or more'than enough.

0111191 salt w;ould have cost Re. 1. Therefore
18 previqus expenditure, would mak
he had only Rs. 111.  But he bo;rowed Rs; aiOEf

® It is probable, from the fact of his father's havi °
1itted by P ot 8 having hoarded more than Rs. 80, from the exi X
gﬂnﬁ:& B 0I ;:Lr:l,l rf::gleg:: :;)t‘n:'l]mtgPOf a loan “Itl)ot(lit Interest from the Kaya, and from tfeegllls::l?::eoff‘thh?et‘;:slt?ass
o, that Pura is a moneyed man, and has other | besid : L asil by

oaly learned of these loanp ow’iurr to th id Y an, oans, besides those admitted, ont at interest,
o€ his bond loa g 1e accidental b.urnmg of one of Pura’s houses a few d N -8L.
wo t N)cost I?sn. ;&_’,}e Eg::‘:» had perished. When questioned about these honds he had toez:‘dm‘il.tyivll)?nfto I;?{em oo T Which
. ’ use Para saved Rs. 5 on tho Bs. 8, for which he gave half produce. v were.

P ‘ Meo.

"The above cases are most of

Assum. They have b s
:,I‘H: ;clected, a%,ul thesees(;:lo\t‘?l:ﬁut o at random, as oppor'tunitfr offered. Examples 5 Gat;)xrlzr;e;\:rl:h;ln i  valley
rdinary staple of food is cheap, and V‘si:etrl;eﬂpomest find no dlﬂicu_ ty .in’ paying their W;‘y’ in & country o‘r,:ielrr:a at? ‘
wan's own fault when his cirey te dewand for labour is great. “Examples 6 and 7 show that it is often 1;

mstance , 2 )
hom have settled in the plaine, STaﬂleccéht:lre not prosperous. The Phakials are Buddhists of Shan origin, very few of
per

¢ ! 8. tiyas are Hinduized remnants of & £ i i
ssam.  They, with the Kachans,' Rabhas, Lalungs, and Kochs, form the b(::ﬁ? (:)f 2?12 glt;i:i:r;:}rlgﬁﬂ)tsraﬁ ok h
e castes native to the valloy. s fOl-mulanon_ot tho Brahmaputra Valley. The Kolitas are the highest. ov; :l(ie

1 \ ! d the gncient priesthood of "
O anntisy ey forme 8 priesthood of Assam.  "They are th .
E;r:}ilal’s books xas (’l ‘eirt{lamui%cxitéﬁo'ln hsfﬁEu{es Rrepreaentnig holding and revenue th in allecal:e?:o Iﬁg'?:ﬁg‘:sfrgﬁ. gﬁ'
. ; ola Ram, Gonok, none of the men I h i }

aguest ideas as'to tha area held or the revenue " t jori Tnstanoey ayuiad ey but th

I old -payable.  In the vast i i ’ o
srrectly the extent of hig holding or the amotint of his revenue, ‘Iazncr: :i]l(;;l:ycag l:fs t?c?acr}ll(;ric um}r: t(I)r dmm i ?ltate

. . ‘ w. 1. ¢

owing to a slip §f the pen on. the part of the mandal, and did not discov?ar‘tl‘:: er(;g:

them fairl

n mostly Y typical examples of the various castes of cuitiv

emur-paid double the revenj
1l long after liad been macfedue’

.

H. Z: DARRAH.
R PRI
Miyzsze 2o
t _7 qu ¥ag ”A




( 453 .)

31, EXAMPLES' COLLROTED BY RA1 GIONKPHIRAM

#: SARMA BoRUA BAHADUR, EXTRASASBISTANT-
" - COMMISSIONER.

Examurie 11.—=Jnv Ram Kagorr.

" (TbHe %g;nal Notes below have been supplied by
-me—H. Z. D.

.:oJin Ram Kakoti is 'a cultivator; He culti-
.vates about 40 bighas land in all, and pays Rs: 85
revenue. He cultivates dhu, sili, mah, sugarcane,
and mustard; and has fruit gardens in which he
‘has tamul, oranges of several. kinds, mango and
jack-fruit-trees, besides other trees used for fencing
and firewood purposes. His basti land is about
44 bighas, in which he has gardens. He has no
land for grazing purposes.! Hehas16 persons to
maintain. He bimself and a brother, two wives,
four daughters, all unmarried, old mother-in-law,
an elder brother, four boys, and two _daunghters.
_Half the members of the family live at the
principal dwelling-place, and the other half in
another place. In one place he has a borghar
(principal house where he cooks his food and eats
and sll;eps,—tbree rooms in this), one moral-

har ? where junior members of the family have

eir beds, one chaura-ghar where he receives
visitors, keeps mats, certain - implements, &e.
He has his dheki for husking rice in the moralghar.
One gosainghar where he prays and holds religious
meetings and ceremonies, one store-house, orbhoral,
where he keeps his paddy. He keeps his
mustard and mah in the moralghar and borghar.
He has one cow-shed and one chali® for tant-sal
(loom), where the women weave cloths. In a
room of the store-house he boils paddy,f which is
dried in tho chotal or yard. He keeps his ploughs,
harrows,and certain other implements in the store-
bouse.®  In the second or parh house® he has no

osainghar. He has his other houses. His
elder brother lives in this house. His wife is
an elderly woman. He himself 1s abont 46 years
of age. He cultivates 26 bighas sili paddy, gets
about 500 puras of paddy, and has to give about
100 puras to labourers. The value of his paddy
at 4 puras a rupee is Rs. 100.7 He cultivates 4
JDighas® of dhu paddy, gets 60 puras paddy, giving
20 puras to labourers of the field. The price of the
dhu paddy he gets is about Rs. 15 at 4 puras.
‘His mustard cultivation is in about 3 bighas® and he

gets 2 maunds of mustard only worth Rs. 5-8. He

gives about 12 puras paddy worth 3 rupees to the
labourer. His mah, cultivation in three bighas
was totally unsuccessful. 7This year the mustard
season, as alsv the s4li and mah seasons, were bad,
owing to want of rain; hence there was less
produce in the fields. In his su%arcane cultivation
of one bigha he got 100 tekelis,% about 24 maunds,
worth 1is.12. From the tamul trees (300 in
pumber) he got about 200 pans" of tamul. He
expects about 16 to 20 rupees by selling
the same during the rainy season; besides these
he will have enough for his own use. The pén,
as well as oranies, plantains, mangoes, and
other fruit are chiefly spent for his own use.
A few jacR-fruits are sold to Pabaris (hillmen) for
galt, at 4 fruits for a seer of salt. By this he cannot
get -more than 5 or 6 seers of salt a year. In his
vegetable garden adjoining his store-house, he
has his laffa, lahi, palang, baberi, jalakiya, baingan,
lao, and kumdra, as also some kocht and ranga lao.
Lao and kumdra creeps. smoothly in the roof
of his tMoralghar, as well as in tiqe changs'® he
gas érected for them, Tyah, b‘mﬁhi: mahi-joha,
nd chinral also formed parts of his: garden in

. the summer and rainy seasons. All these supply

‘him with vegetables and fruits, not only for

1. Because the Government waste around affords him
limitless free grazing.

2. Morslghar is the house gehemlly built between the
"Borghar and Chauraghar, and is used by the family to
- git in and by the women for ordinary household duties.

r} . ‘.

8. Chaliis a shed, often without walls.

’

4. Thisis very unusual. The Bhoral rarelg has more
than one room. : '

5. More properly “under the eaves of his storehouse. *”
6. That is, the house built close to his temporary or
cold weather cultivation.

L
7. The outturn from 26 bighis would bé, at 1,500 Ibs.
to the acre, about 162 maunds, or worth Rs, 100, so the
Extra-Assistant-Commissioner’s estimate of outtul"n’iﬁ
rather low, e T
8. The outturn of 4 bighas of ahu, at 1,300 lbg. to acre,

would be about 21 maunds, bardly worth more than Rs 13.

9. He should get treble this, unless the 1and is very poor.

\

10. - See page 50 above. ‘He should have got more t_ﬁéﬁ
 double this. e e got more s

11. One pan—4 score .', 200 pans=1,600 nuts.

DRSS

12, Bambio trellis.

13. See Appeﬁdix D.
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1 Sce page 36 above.

2. See Appendixz D,

8. Tulsi' (Ocimum Samctum, Linn.) is a sacred plant
commonly found in el Hindu homesteads in Askam,
There are two varietiaai(the white and the black, mhmed
from the lighi snd dar.

4. Mola tobacco is made by powdering the leaves,.and
Mixing them with gur. Thid is used for amoking, Dho-
ptis a oorruption of Dhuatt pat, lit. smoke leaf, but the
rew leaf is gemerally used for cbewing, not smoking, =

-
v

5. This is 6 seers & 'month, which Afor 16 perso
- nearly right. , It is perhaps a little below the w:eage.n' *

6. This is ah unusu;il, lar, ev'oon"sum tion f i
“which is regarded rather nya lufury than sila negess‘i)%
in Aséani». ’

7. @uru Kirtan # the festival on the 68;zxmemor i
of the death of Sanka# and Madhav, the founders o;t;g:
Mahapuiutia sect of Vaishnavas. Almost all Hindos in
Nowgonr belong to the sect. Sankar is said to Bave been
borft in 1449 s the Bardoa in Nowgemg, and to bave lived
Por 120 years. ~ He & his disciple Madlmy are regarded
# imdermations of* Krishna and Siva, -‘They  were
Ksyseths not Brabmins. Their followers regard Krishna
ag the supreme being. :

8. .Ipnm_ast_ar.ninthev festiwad oelebrating the birth of
Krishna. Religious and' dramatic performasnces ars held.

9. The Chait or Baisak Bihy is a festival held on the
lsét day of the year (last day of €hait, April 11th). The
oadble are taken down to the hearest water, washed, and
beaten with twigs of Tars (a. cardsmum), Bakari kok

lemingiagitrobilifera, . BA), spd Digloti (unidentified),

artic Bihy id held. f’ p Jast day of Aswin (Octo-
oot 15th), alamp is lightéd néar the l{ﬂsi tree, and reli.
gions servicth ke to oflebate the cdmmencement of the
prvest. The . Bilmn ¢ héld on the lest day of Pus
Juouary 15th), a fire is lighted, which iy ke burning
mg il: !conaldlglared sac;‘-ed th;ongh M4 The feast-
ng 18 gonerally very hearty and prolnged, as the
208 uskally boen gathered peforo this dgte; |

colour respectively of the leaves.

his own use, but also for that of his priest and
ﬁwsain, whoreeeive the first fruits of his labours.
ehas a rude oil-mill'! in one ofhis kathal-trees,
where his wife and children press the oil by
sitting on the horizontal piece of wood that passes
through a hole made in the tree. The oil he
Eresses from the mustard which he gets from
is field. Hebas got clusters of eri-trees here
and there in his garden. Theit leaves are used
for breeding eri-worms, and the shady places
under the trees, as well as bushes in the gar-
den, are used as latrines. *Kochu, dhekia,kalman
monoa, chengeri, morolia, doron, mati gaduri, and
several other wild plants are used as vegetables
for curries. His garden is a kind of livin
dispensary, whence he gets a good number o
vegetable roots, leaves, fruits, and bark for his
and his family medicines. For instance, letaguti,
which is febrifuge and expectorant and laxative,
dudkhari, which 1s antidysenteric, and the aprajita,
the leaves of which are used as plaster when
children are ill. Besides theso, there are nu-
merous other such plants and shrubs in the
garden, as also in the gardens of his neighbours.

Ho has a few tulsi® plants near his gosainghar.
He throws the cowdung of the cows he has near the
cowshed, whence it is thrown here and there in
the garden. In a small bit of land he has a few
tobacco-plants, the leaves of which, about 4 scers,
are not sufficient to supply hin with his mola ¢
tobacco for smoking and dhopat tobacco for
chewing.

He uses his own bamboos, about 6 or 7 clusters,

in repairing his houses, making baskets and im-

plements. The small twigs and dry bamboos, as
wéll as branches of other trees of his garden
supply him with firewood. This is not sufficient
for his year’s consunmption. He goes to the unre-
servsd forests, and thence he brings his fire-
‘wood,

He has not purchased paddy or rice, Ho
requires 1 maund 32 seers® salt, worth about Rs. 9,
20 seers’oil over and above what he gets from
his own mustard, worjh Rs. 7-8.¢

He wants 1§ maunds of cottan, worth Rs. 12.
His female members spin and weave cloths for
the use of his family. »

He has 2 baffaloes, 2 bullocks, and 14 cows,
but has neitles goats, fowls, pjgeons, ducks, or
geese. ,

He has performed funeral ceremonies of his
mother, father, and sister-in-law, who died of cho-
lera in the preceding year® ' He had to ' borrow
money for making shradh as also for paying re-
venue. He has spent about Re. 46 worth orna-
ments, and 94 rupees Wworth cloths for shradh. A
part of this sam was from his last year's savings,
and a portion of the amount was borrowed.

He pays Rs. -8 casltto his goru and
performes sewa, or religious service, every month,
when he spends about 8 annas worth rice, mah,
tamul, pan, plantains, &ey He has to perform
two shradhs every year, and spend Rs. 4 worth of
things. He hasto purchase gakhir (milk) for about
Rs.4. He has to give hia subscriptions to the
Guru Kirtan’ and Janmastami® festivals in the
village Namghar in kind,-—rlcez mabh, &c. He has
to give feasts on the occasions of the three
Bihus,? —Chait, Magh, and Kartik. -

He has a one month share of s fomale bafe

“falo, and gets about 10 seers of milk i jhe .!‘Ol‘ ‘
' the

He uses his own milk for about 9 )
year. He has purchased 15 to 16 eeers tobagemt
WOl'th “h“ R‘\ ’o . . - N o

»

.communities. Each khel has its co be

8y

1. Reaj Posaz=general subscription~—+Each village or
et of oanﬁguonngvi forms one gy more ‘‘khels” or
such as
ook, treasarer, musician, deori or distributor of artioles
of food, &c., &c. The community raises funds by con-
tributions (posa) or by levying fines on offenders against
the rnles. Sometimes the contributions are voluntary, as
when the Praschit or atonement ceremony is performed.
The funds are used in prayer meetings, festivals, apd
theatrical performances (bhaona). The funds are kept by
the Bhorali or treasurer,

2. A kap is a bundle of cane containing 5 whole canes
split lengthwise into halves called * Chiras.” :

3. A kind of cake prepared of powdered rice, gur,

il. : .
am‘l. “ A kind of cake made of powdered rice and gur.

5. Specially pre ared powdered rice, eaten with milk
and gur. A purely Assamese articie, unknown to
l- y . -
Beaga i%!ice made by soaking paddy then parching it and

1astly husking it.
: 7.y KharugBracelet.

8. Karya=Earring. .

9. Sipn}t’maniza necklace, consisting of round and oval
gold beads strung alternately. L

10. Thopamaniz=necklace consisting of a large oval
gold bead in the middle, and small coral or glass beads
at each side. ‘

11. Riha==a scarf worn by women about the head

m, . )

amli;.mloihaniya:an ornamcnted shawl often with &

fringe of mugs or gold thread. o

il

A}

v . N * . - *
13. Baotali=land suitable for the growth &f Beo, " -
. DR «t‘.‘ e ~

e

e s
1 .
H ¢ ol

14. This i only 80 bt 19 bichte oh :
given him abou:nbxg m“n;‘:d" ights should have

15. They are fish ,
norst ary ayn et ermen by caste and Hindus, though

3

; R 4/ OIS .
16, Awsta==Soptormbos Thik bo Busbe N
March 160 o Apel Tt 1hth to Bofobes 16, Chait—

17. Batinal=ned Wil large miches, Ghanjal=onet
with small meshea. . S

2
B

-

18. A small Qllowimoo for 10 putwone.and an fufaut,

L ¥ B LIRS
19, Poa=quarter of & seer. ’ * "

90. (Gamcha=—=a kind of towel used sometimes,i‘l»a‘l(‘)id‘.

cloth, sometimes as & turban, sometimes as & bag.

o
N »

: 91, A meagre allowance; it comes to about 7 seers

rioe daily for 10 persons and the infant.

PRe has purchased kodalis (hoes) worthRs. 2-10.
Heo wants Rs. 5 or Rs. 6 for implements, pots
and pane, and paid 12 annas Raj Posd ! (subscrip-
tion) to the village fund. '

He has purchased 50 kaps? cane for Rs. 2-4,
and grass worth Rs. 5 for repairing his houses.

Whatever money. he saves he invests in making
ornaments, He has borrowed Rs. 40 this year.
He expects to repay the amount next yedr if the
erops are successful.

He and the elder members of the family have-
two meals, rice and carry, sometimes milk, gene-
rally one curry. His children have generally three
meals, one of the meals consists of rice and a little
salt or gur. On Bihus his wife prepares for him

3il pitha, * khola chaparipitha, ® chewaand® chira.
He has about 100 puras paddy 1n store over and
above the quantity got this year. Expects to sell
the paddy, as no other means exist to pay the debt.
He Eas a pair of silver kharu, 7 gold karya, & a few
silver rings of 2 and 4 anna piecesj gold sipatmani®
and corals and thopa'® mani, in alfof the value of
about Rs. 140. These were all earned by him
and his brother. His mother had none of.these.
They have glso muga riha'}and mekla and kha«
niya;¥ ajso muga dhutis worth sbouy Rs. 46. .-

~ Exawrrg 12-Juvaw Dom. .
- Juvan, Dom, aged:about 56 iég,rs,,hal‘a wife,
fwo gréwn-up sons,two young boys, and an infast,:
One of the grown-up-sens has & wifeand twoboys
shd w girl, all miners. He has one borghat
where he sleeps with his wife and the young
¢hildren, as also cooks his Wood; ons mioralghur
where his son apd daughter-in-law and their family’
sldep;—in the other moralghar they sit amt kedp”
things; one storeshoties. where hw keeps hise
paddy; a eowshed where Mo keeps his oow, snly'/
one. He haw abighe of basti land in which.h# has”
his dwelling-houses, has no garden with bamboes,
nor any nut ‘and other fruit-tvees.” His paddy-
fleld consistgof 13 bighas of bautali!® low: land:
He pays in all about Rs. #4 fevenue, and Rs, 2
Eum’s tribute for-the whele family.” He has two .
ullocks -also, He has neither mabh, mustard
“or. kalai cultivation. His son. cultivated ,1&? i
and got only 120 puras of paddy,* werth Rs. 30. He -
and his sons catch fish in the Rupohi Wil payipg
Rs. 6 rent.® On the whole, théy catch fish 15 days -
in amonth, they get paddy, cotton,and other articles :
of food for fish. Sometimes they g6 to the Sazoms .
gwri Hat, and sell fish there. - The fishing season
commenoes in Aewin™ and ends in Chait. ~ They
bive two mets, one batinul!? €yt latge fishes and oner
ghanjal for small fishes. Has a gebt, Rs. 20y con-

tracted to phy" rent and bu dy. ninde §
dhrans,’ or 15 seersy paddy daﬂy,‘also“:..%%m‘s
‘and § poas!? 0451 &. month.. Lo family M
6 dhotis, 2 borkspor, & gemchas,® § meklgs, 4
dhotis for ¢Midren. The cottod obtaindd ‘E‘%
js *pun umd cloths made by the nmmi’s wife and:
daughtet-in-law for the whole family. He hay
to perform threo shrahs in’ the  yed# Wt an
experisavof about Rs.'8. *He lms to pay.4 gndas o
1 rupee a year village anb‘,%riptionl on ‘feski
and other occasions,: -His boys keep esws mmd:
bullocks, lndu.LEonge] hém whe he is out i
catching or sellin Relgr™ Phe' W(mndh
sufficient to maintaith ¥ Yo Jogz monthsg.
or thereabout. The fest & ¥aedyeak the hnx
is fod by paddy obtdiged from people for fiah
ish curry js the pritieipal carty. Ho gt
some fish-and cookssome. Rice and fish, siflio
vegetables bartered for fish; gre his food. « Qannot

~ afford to have #o meals a day thrqtghb‘ut ‘the
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year. - The adult members of the family have
only one meal a day for about a month and the
rest they spend with two meals. Has no means to
pay his debts, unless he sends one of his sons as
morakiya labourer or cow-keeper. He has not in-
vested anything in ornaments or cloths,” He has a
pair of gold karyas (earrings), two silver four-anna
rings, muga riba and mekla, silver moni, ! muga
dhoti and khaniya, in all worth about Rs.53. His
mother had only silver rings and thopamani with
silver madali (beads).

ExaMpLE 13.—8aMBURA, LaLUNG.

Sambura, Lalung, aged about 42 years, has
a wife and a young daughter, aged three years ;
owns basti land, 18 lessas, where he has bamboos
and sum-trees, as also his houses, three in number,
one borghar with three rooms, in one of which
he cooks his food, in the other he sleeps, and on the

third he has his things ; one moralghar which he -

uses as his sitting and working room. He has
also a cow-shed, where he keeps his two pairs of
bullocks and two female calves. He has three
bighas sali land and 7 bighas faringati Jand. Pays
in all Rs. 5-8 rent. In the s4li land he got onl
80 puras of paddy, cultivated 2 bighas mustzm{
and 2 bighas mah, got only 2 puras mah this year,
as also 6 dbuns mustard. The weather was bad,
and no good crops could be had, cultivated tobacco
and vegetables, baberi, dhania, laffa, &c., in all about
2 kottas of land. He could not plough the whole
quantity he possesses. His bamboos supply him
with materials for repairing his house as well as
firewood. He gets firewood from the neighbouring
Jjungles. He breeds fowls, ducks, pigs, and pigeons,
sells these. His wifehasa tant-sal, or loom, outside
the house, where she makes cloths, getting cotton
on adhi terms and sometimes on her own account ;
adhi contract is one by which the man who gives
cotton gets a half share of the cloths made. He
‘catches fish from the nearest waters. He purchases
three seers 2 salt a month and three seers oil ina year.
His wife makes cloths, and sells them. Though he
has got only 80 puras *of paddy, yet he has not had
occasion to borrow. The earnings from the loom
and the sale of pigs, &ec., were suflicient to maintain
the family. He takes grog, which he makes with
dhéan in his own house. A kulsi* worth annas 6,
weighing about 10 or 12 seers, ix made. It is suffi-
cient to last for a week. He purchases gnr about
12 tekelis a year. Has to give feasts to about 40 to
60 persons on the Bihu festivals with grog and rice,
He has to kill fowls and pigs then. He also
performs father’s ceremony by feasts, and pays
8 annas to the gosain and about Re. 1-4 to
the Lalung priestin kind. He rears eriand muga,
the former with his garden eri leaves, and the
latter in the trees of his garden. He brings
leaves from other places for his eri-worms. He
%Iets about 12 tolas eri and £ seer mnuga a year,
e utilises them when he can make a suflicient
quantity  He has silver earrings and mani with
common corals, as also muga riha and mekla, as
also- eri-mekla and dhoti, in all worth about
Rs. 36. He gets his own grass and reeds from
the jungle for his houses, and tills his own land
himself. His pigs, fowls, and ducks are kept in
sheds, and pigeons in the corners of his houses,
Takes his - breakfast and dinner every dav, and
now and then rice and salt as tiffin. Lao, kumra,
vegetables grown wild and cultivated, supply him
with materials for his ecurry. Sometimes he
buys fish and meat, and eats the same. There
is no ‘land specially for grazing cattle. They
graze in the fields. They are kept by boys or
men.

1. ;- Monismmaniswhead.

2. This must be wrong, as it would give onc scer a
month to each member of the family, one of whom is a
child of three. The right amount is piobably a little
over one scer a month for all.

3. The allowanco is 100 scers paddy or 66 scers rice
a rllllonth, or u little over two scers a day, which is about
right.

4. Kulsi=an earthen vessel, kokling froin a quart to
two or three gallons.

5. Thread is probably mcant. It secms hardly worth

cultivating the worms for such a swall result.

1. A family of hillmen inhabiting hillsin the contre

‘of Nowgong.

2. Farma—kharma==transplanted early rice.

'3. A “mantun” is a bag made of cloth and used by the
Mikirs to carry paddy in from the field to the house of
the owner. It generally contains nine dhuns, or about
80 seers. The Mikir dbun is said to contain about

34 seers paddy.
4. Should be about 4 seers for 8 persons.

6. About Rs. 4 a month.

6. No ploughs aro used in these hills.

7. Another family of hillmen from the Mikir Hills.

8. Thehouses of hillmen are almost always built on
raised flatforms called changs.

9. A hat=the distance from the clbow to the top of the
middle finger.

10. He should have got 75 maunds.
11. This is about right, at the usual rate of 1 seer
s day for each person.

12. This must be & mistake for month. Sevon persons

_would require about 3} seers salt in a month.

18. The bark of some wild trees used by the hillmen
in place of tamul and pan, "
4. Lengti==a pnatrow walstcloth worn by hillmen.

Tt corresponds with the dhoti of the plains. g
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Exampre 14.—KantaEr, Mixrz,

" Kanther, Mikir,! aged about 47 years, has two
brothers, one son-in-law, wife, two sisters-in-law,
and a young daughter. Pays Rs. 3 revenue.
Cultivates about four bighas farmaZ?land, gets about
60 purasor 15 maunds from: it; has sali, 8 bighas, and
gets about 50 mantuns, ®*or 450 dhuns, or 33 maunds

addy nearly. No other crops. Has also yams,
ﬁochus, lao, and kumra, beside his houses (two in
number). Takes his breakfast and dinner daily with
one or two curries, which are prepared of yams,
kaochus, or kumra, or meat and fish, dried or fresh.
No oil. Requires about three seers salt.+ Has 3
pigsand 10 fowls. Heand his brother take opium,
94 tolas a month.® Prepares his own grog
with dhan, for his consumption as well as for
festivals. Young brother is a dealer in dried
fish and tamul. Takes these up to the hills, and
gets cotton and eri, &c. He sells extra paddy,

though this year he does not expect to do so.
The female members of the house prepare cloths
for the use of the family, as also for sale. Some-
times they purchase coats and pagri, as well as
dhoti and chudder. He is not in debt. He has

- hereditary silver, coral, and brazen ornaments,

worth about Rs. 15. The family cannot have
two meals for about 1} months during the year.
They subsist upon ala, kochu, meat, gc., during
the time' they %ave no rice to cook. Has neither
cows nor bullocks. Tills his land by means of
¢ hoes. He purchases gur. His wife prepares
pitha or cakes for him on occasions with pow-
dered rice. He has not contracted any debt of a
permanent nature. Ho gets his opium on credit,
and repays the same after a month or so, when
his* brother gets money in the dried fish ‘and
tamul trade.

Examrre 15.—DAg, GAONBURA,

Dak,” Gaonbura, of Rungkheng, is a widower,
has a brother, two grown-up sons, one sister-in-law
and two daughters. Pays khana or house-tax
Rs. 3, livesin a® chang house 20 ° hats by 10 hats ,
and 10 hats high. "This hoyge has four rooms.
Bachelors sleep- in auother honse, where several
bachelors sleep. He keeps his 3 pigs under the
chang; fowls and pigeons, 6 and 2 respectively, had
accommodation in the chang. Cultivated sali,in 12
bighds and mustard in 2 bighds near the Kopili
river. He got 60 “maunds paddy, of which he
réquires, 7} 1* meunds a month, He has neither
cows nor bullocks or buffaloes. Tills his land b
means of the hoe, consequently the yield is small.
He requires 3 or 4 scers salt a year,13 ag also gur
tamul and pan and opium, as well as pots, fish, an
other things. He borrowed Rs. 5 in the last.
year, and unless he borrowed Rs. 20 this year, he
will not be able to go on well with his credivor
He has to purchase cotton with his paddy. The
jungly yams, kochu, &c., help him in his meals
a good deal. He makes his grog with paddy. [n-
stead of tamul and pan He has his pan—bari.“and
tamulbark of trees grown wild. He wears lengtil4

- anda coat-and has & sheet. . The fomale members of -

the family make cloths. *They always keep a fire
,in-their house. He hag to perform two pujas
in the year, and give fedsts of rice, grog, and meat.
‘His brother’s wife has.trinkets worth abont Rs. 3.
“The adnlt male members of the family work hard,

" He is an opium-eater, and consumes opinm abont

6 tolas a -month, with’his brother and sister.

" in-law. - After -the -crops are harvested he gives

feasts to his friends and relations. He canmot
afford to have 2 mealsa day forabont 8 months,
and for about a month he subsists on koghu,
yam, meai, &c., having no paddy in store

.

-
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ExampLE 16.—SoNra, CHUTIYA.

Sonpa, Chhutya, of Noakhali, a man aged 52
years, has got 4 puras=16 bighas, rupit land, basti
1} bighas and faringati land. Pays revenue
Rs. 15, Has aborghar, moralghar, bboral, and a
cow-house, as also two bullocks, two cows, and
damara ! one. He has neither buffaloes, ducks,
pigeons, &c. Himself, his wife, and five daughters,
are the family, and he has an adopted son
about two years old. The eldest daughter is
grown up. Two others can assist their mother
in the work. He iakes quarter tola opium daily,
staokes once, and tukes twice. His wife takes
half a moha (2-annu weight) daily. Has cultiva-
ted 12 bighas +dli paddy, and obiained 560 puras 2
of paddy. Has obtained 14 puras dbupaddy in half
a bigha of land. He has neither mustard, mah, or til,
por any vegeiable garden, with the exception of a
jhar (bush) of bamboos, ien tumul trees, and a jara 3
tree, hehas no oiher fruit-irces. Reguires about
50 dhans ¢ paddy monthly,salt 4 scers, vil one poa.
Ccmetimes catebes fish, and somciimes burters for
paddy. Has neither ploughman nor morakiya.
Coliivates bis own land, pays two to three rapees
for cow-keeping, sometimes paddy of half a bigha
cfland, Has a debt of Rs. 80. Had an opium
shop, and was fined for sclling opium without
license. Requires one maund raw . cotion worth
Bs. 4 orRs. b a year.  Also 4 dhotis, 1 borkapor,
1 gamcha, 4 meklas, 2 rihas, 14 small meklas
for children. Not purchased uny caiile, cloths,
ernaments; sold caltle and Lorrowed aud paid fine
tmposed. The interest Las accumulaied a good
cimount, sells paddy, and purchases opium at 7
annas a tola, makes baskets for his own uze and
2io for sale. His wife and grown-up daughters
r2eke cloths, surplus number is sold.  He gets 20
soors 8 cur from sugarcane in about a kotta of land.
2354 annas to his garu,-besides other presents.
Scmietimes bis wife gels cotton on adbi contract,
enl gots cloths,  Gathers his firewood from his
pen garden and the neighbouring jungle. He

cets his erass from the jungle.  He sells paddy to .

tha chopkeepers in the neighbourhood at 3 to 4
pica o ¢ dhun.

T75 has suffered a good deal on account of the
£as. Gzld earrings, sipatmani, gold and silver
iings, and a few muga dhotis, rilius and meklas, pat
2ndmuga, alsokbaniyas of the valuc of Rs. 60 are the
jowellery and dressof the fumily. Tukes twq meals
2 cay,-has to perform sewa almost every month
fcr his welfare. The sewa consists of offcrings of
rize, mah, selt, ginger, plantains, and gur. The
cost in monay value about 10 annas a sewa. He
&<'3 his gakhir (wilk) from his own cow, and it is
¢a 3ikug that he purchases milk, about 10 scers
«t about X rupee expense.

EzampLe 17.—AHKALU, KACHARL

Ahkalu, Xachari, of 7 Borkondoli, hasa wife, one
son (with a wife and bne young boy and one
infant 2nd one young girl), another son who
oz plonyh,  Had another wife who died, leaving

wnghter about 10 years old; has 15 bighas of
- Xedeermed 10 bighas paying Rs. 67
<x3 ago vith his own money. Cultivates
ncie quantily of land, and gets only 100
cr 200 € pzradof paddy. Has no mustard, til,
"ot vageleble garden. He cultivated also
> farma and got only 30 puras paddy..

x5 ¢zes not fake milk (Xacharis, Lalungs, an

'E.::!_ s.lagiands, Tatches fish or barters for paddz.
ioo.x2' nss puichases from the hit, - He pays fish-
ory ::t 2 o 4 annas a month, He has one pig,

4 fowls, ona duck. Ie bas to purchase paddy m

11 seldem laka milk). Cows are utilized by .

.

1. Damara—=a young uncastrated bull.

2. This is 90 maunds, which is a fine but not} impos
sible outturn. The average would be 75 maunds fo
12 bighas.

3. Probably the jara tengas, sec Appendix D. No. 7.

4. Very much less than 1 seer of rice per head per day
probubly rice is meant, not paddy.

5. Hc should have got 53 secrs, us experiments show
that the outturn of gur per acre is 1,588 Ibs. ¢

6. This is about 9 to 10 annas a maund.

7. Just under the Mikir Hills.

8, Thisis only 50 maunds. Ho should get 94 maunds
from 15 bighas. As before 1 bhr—2 danguries, aud each
dapguri==10 seers=one pura
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Kartik, before the harvesting season, for about a
month for Rs, 4 or Rs. 5. He purchases 4 seers
salt 2 month. He makes his own quantity of grog -
with rice, 7 or 8 kulsis in a month. Whenever
there is a festival, he has to make or get from his
neighbours, paﬁing 4 annas a kulsi. Grogand
roasted fowl with khar are given to the guests.  He
got 35 puras ! of farma paddy from his 2 bighas of
farma land. He has to purchase cloths also, as his
wife and daughter-in-law cannot make cloths. He
bas four houses, borghar, moralghar, cow-house,
and storc-house. Canuot keep any vegetable
garden for pigs, has to depend on the wild catable
plants and yams, kumras, # &c.  Pags about Re. 15
revenue. No hired field Iabourer was employed
by him. Neighbours help each other in the plan-
ting and reaping season on their giving them grog
an&ricc and fowls, Has two clumps of bamboos
which supply him with bamboos. He has to pay
a tax,® Re. 1, to the proprictor of the Tubuhi
grant for cutting grass, oathers firewood from
the hills and jungle, has fo pav Re. 1 for fire-
wood, purchasestamul, pan, chunam, fish, &c.; _drled
fish and meat are now aud then eaten.  In village
pujas he has to pay his share of grog, fowls, &c,,
and in his own house he performs pujas, killing
ducks, pigs, fowls. Takes three meals when they
work in the fiecld. Rice, salt, and some curry,

_mostly khar or tenga, arc given to the working

people. Has silver earrings and mani, a.few brazen
utensils, and muga dhoti worth a'!)out Rs. 30. Has
not a pice dcbt. Whatever savings he can make,
he invests in purchasing cattlo, pigs, and land; but
he does not expect any for some time.

Examrie 18.—Auaru, Lavune.

Ahuru, Lalung, of Bagingurl, has a wife, three
young girls, the eldest being six or seven years,
One louse with two rooms only. In one he
sleeps, sud in the other he cooks his food. About
a bigha basti Jand with one jbhar of Lamboos, five
bighas of rupit land. No favingati lund.  Pays
Rs. 5 revenue. IHas not cultivated land. His
wife husks paddy for others, and gets paddy.
His Dbrothor has been serving in the house of
another person ® for Rs. 20 borrowed about fiwe

rears ago, getting only food and clothes. The
intercst has aceumulated, and the {otal demand
now is Rs. 40.  He has neither bullocks, buffaloes,
nor cows, pigeons, or duckt. Requires 20 dhuns
rice, about 23 maunds, two soerssalt, and a poa oil a
month. Sometimes he begs and somelimes works.
When he works, ho gets 4 to 8 pice a day accor-
ding to the time 9f rendering service, His wife
getsa dhun of dhin for planting and reaping paddy
in the scason. *  Ho requires 74 tolas of opium, at. 7
annas a tola a month. He chows rice given to
him for work donc. Whatever he earns he buys
opium, and isin debt, about Rs. 7, for opium.
His utensils and the cattle he had were seized
and sold for arrears of revenue, He is now and
then employed as morakiya and can till about two
bighas of land. His wife makes cloths, taking cotton
on adhi contract, He gets his ﬁrewoot_i and grass
from the neighbouring jungle. Nothing inves-
‘ted. Has to perform pujas but no means. Not suffi-
cient clothes to warm the family, a fire is always
kept in the house. People do not trust him. For
about nine months he takes two meals a day and
threc months one meal a day, The food ;is,
bowever, below the average quantity. The carry
is made of vegetables grown wild, as also of kochu,
kumra, and lao, in the land. Sometimes little salt

1. Differs from statement on previous page; he
should have got 450 instead of 350 seers.

2. Yams and Kumra are cultivated plants.

3. The neighbouring jungle is evidently ail on a
grant.

4. Aninstance of the effect of opium-eating.

5. Compare Example 6.

6. Probably the payment for a day’s work.

and cold rice complete the breaktast, and some-

times only rice eaten with khar. His wife has
a common moni and a two-anna silver ring, worth
about one rupee. No surplus clothes,



1. The Ahoms are descendants of the Shans who
came across from Burmain the 13th century. The Ahoms
ruled for 500 years, and becoming Hindus, abandoned
their language and religion. They were conquered by

. the Burmese in the beginning of the present century,a
few years before the British annexation in 1826.

2. Not a typical case, but a curiously interesting
account of .one of the results of the annexation of the
country.

3. Roha is an important village about 11 miles from
Nowgong .
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Exampre 19.—Hatr Borua, Anom. !

? Hati Borua is an Ahom, and a member of the
Borgohain family, and a resident of Pathari.
Has 12 bighas rupit Jand, 6 bighas basti land, and
about 6 bighas faringati land. Pays revenue in
ail Rs. 15. There is some dispute about the
quantity of land. Has four houses: borghar iw
which he sleeps and cooks, moralghar where his
two sons sleep in different rooms, chauraghar
where ho sits and keeps things, and a store-house
whero he has about 40 puras ef paddy. No
female member in the family. Had 4 wives, all
died. Has two sons, one aged about 34, and the
other about 25 jears old. They are step-brothers.
In the basti land there are bamboos, man%o,
jack-fruit, tenga, jara, and other fruit-trees, also
about 60 tamul trees. The tamul and the fruits
are sufficient for his year’s consumption. Has
two male buffaloes for ploughing purposes.
Neither cows, bullocks, goals, pigeons, ducks, nor
damaras. His sons till lands, and get about 200
puras sali dhdn. Kach son has a separate mustard
field, cach has got Rs. 10 worth mustard-sced
this year. Has a small vegetable garden, which
has lao, kumra, yams, and cther vegetables of the
geason. Has not been able to marry his sons for
want of ornaments and clothes. 'The man possesses
ornaments and clothes worth Rs. 50 only. His
first son espouscd two womon, both died. His

second son brought a woman, who has been enticed

a way by a Muhammadan neighbour. He gots his
firewood and grass from the jungle, repairs his

. houses with bamboos grown on his basti land,

purchases two seers salt and one seer oil every
month. His sons catch fish in the ncighbouring
jolahs (bils). Takes two meals every day. He
does not eat the food cooked by his sons. He doos
not sell his paddy. If there is any surplus, he
keeps in his storejxouso. His sons cannot work as
much as others do.  Can’t afford to keep sorvants.
Sometimes he employs morakiya ploughman. Ro-
wani (transplanting) and reaping women are
retained at times. He has in that case to give
about 40 puras of paddy.

His father was tho principal officor of the
RoBa ? Chauki during the Ahom Réja’s time. He
is now about 70 years of age. After the British
conquest his father was supposed to be a rebel, and
confined at Gaubati for about three years. He
rendered assistance to British troops. = After his
release he was offered a maunsifi, and he
declined “ to eat Company’s rice.” His son Hati
was made a manzadar after his death, He was
two lazy and weak to collect the revenues.
He was convicted of resisting the Collector's
process, and dismissed from the mauza. Whatever
collections he made he thought it was his own,
and thus the revenue was not paid. His pro-
perty was attached, and sold to the extent of the
revenuo in arrears, He had yet good number of
gold and silver ornaments, no cash. After the pass-
ing of the Slave Emancipation Act all his slaves
left him. He has now not a single person to do.
his work. Some of his slaves and other people
who were his dependents are now well-to~-do

persons. He does not mix with them. His elder

son is illiterate, younger son knows only to read
and write. They were sent toschool, where they
did not learn much. In fact, the elder boy, Tula,
left the school on the death of his mother, which
event took place soon after he was sent to school.
He was disgusted with the people, for they seldom
come to work in his house when usked to do so.
They are impertinent, aven the children of his slaves
and dependents do not pay any attention to him. -
His sons have, therefore, left asking people to do -
their work, and work themselves. He pays bis gurw -
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in kind. Holds religious - meetings, four or five
every vear. Sold his ornaments that were first
pled;,red for debt; could not redecem any. This
oceurred when he had his wives and other children
and when his soné could not work. He used to
spend good deal in village subscriptions an1 feasts,
since the last 20 or 25 vears he is under strait-
ened circumstances. He,has. however, not a
single pice. He paid his last pice by selling his
lands, cattle, and jewellery. He had to send a
son to-work asa servant on’ Rs. 6 a month. His
son would gladly be a peon,! butas under the
rules a peon is required to Tead and write, he
cannot get the peonship. . They have now em-

loyed themselves to serve the (crooked) plough‘
Feuving all bope of serving the (croyncd king)
Government.

ExaMpLE 20.— DOIRESWAR SARMA, Brammiv,

Dhireshwar, Sarma, ® of Chalchali, has a wife,
but no child, a, younger brother, his wife with an
infant, a boy about 6 vears of agl?, ar’ld‘ a girl
married, but not gone to her hus and’s housc:,
aged about 13 years. Also his_elder brother’s
widow and three boys, the eldest being about 14
_years of ‘age. Of ‘the 2 others, one is about 9

" vears, and the other 3 years old. He has a
borghar with three rooms where he sleeps,
and is the principal house of the  family,
one moralghar, where his elder brother’s
widow and children sleep. One chauraghar
with three rooms. In .one’ of these reoms
his younger brother sleeps with his wife and
children, the other rooms are used as slecping
rooms. One gosainghar where he makes pujas,

¢ one storc-house where he has about 50 puras

«saddy. Une cow house and two sheds where

o has two looms. He has 4 bullocks, 2 cows
with two calves, one young dr'\mnm and ong
male buffilo used in  ploughing lands, ong
female buffulo he has at the ki’mtl, ¢  None eats
opiam. Has ‘one bigha basti land, where he
pas his houses and fruit-trees, one mango tree,
one jack-fruit-tree, 10 tamul trees, 4 clumips of
bamboos He has a few flower trees near the

osainghar, also tulsi. In about § kotta he has a

ittle vegetable garden. He does not cultivate
mah, mustard, til or cotton. He bas 5 puras (20
highas) of rupit land at Bamun. Has let 3%

" bigha land on chukani ® to a ryot, w'ho pays him Re.
1-5 as rent. ?9 has given 4 bighas of land to his
ploughman. This man has cultivated for him about
14 bighas of land. Another man has heen engaged
on Rs. 6 for the ploughing season. Employed 56
planting women at R.0-2-3 each, total Rs. 7-14-0.
In about 3 bighas he got 27 puras paddy a bigha
ard in the others 25 puras each, the total quantity
‘obtained being 340 puras worth Rs. 85. This

addy will be sufficient for bis 6 months’ khoraki ®
(food). He has performed lately shradhs of his
brother, sister-in-law, and another relative, and has
given in marriage a danghter.  Pays about Rs. 3 to
cow-keeper. His brother keeps the female butfalo
at the khuti with others. Gets about 3 maunds
milk for six months in thg vear, worth about
Rs. 12-4. He is a Buz, or viilage medical
practitioner, and gets about Rs. 3 a month,

"sufficient to purchase salt, oil, and other necessa-
ries, as also to pay revenno. His sister-in-law
weaves cloths. His brother genera]]y herforms
pujas in the village (besides keeping buﬁ'aklo), and
~ gets dakshina or offerings in money and kind. All
these give him his secqgd six months’ dhédn. Is
not in dekt. Though be has temporary debts for

. hegessaries, which are repaid soon. He has ‘two

pdirs of silver kharu, three pairs of gold thuriya
* (earrings), sipatmani;thopamani,and gold and silver

3. The pay of a peon is Rs. 6 to Rs. 8 a month.

. .
2. Compare page 32,

3. A DBrahmin, as the name Sarma implies. A well-
to-do landholder, who emnploys labounrers.

-

4. Sce page 3.

5. Sce page 8.

¥

6. It ought to bo a good deal more than suflicient,
as the allowance is more than 12 seers rice a day for
a fawmily of 5 adults and 6 children.



1. Thuriyazearrings, also sometimes called keru.

. 2. Ar=pam=temporary cultivation, occupicd at a
distance from the home, and only during the cold

weéather.

3. Uncleaned cotton at Rs. 3 is very cheap.
4. Mantun, see Note 3 on page 57.

6. These are Mikir dhuns,
34 seers, The rate, Rs. 2 a maund

but right for rice.

7. About right for 14 persons,

children.

8. This is 15 maunds. The average yield would have

been about this.
9. Thisis 20 maunds
have been about 37 maunds.

5. Dang, a bale of cotton weighing 20 seers,

The average yield would

They contain only
, i8 very high for paddy,

3 of whom are

(62 )

rings, silk riha, mekla, dhoti, in all worth about
Rs. 190, The debts contracted in performing
shradhs and his daughter’s marriage have been
repaid from what he had in his bands. In the
marriage he got ornaments, eatables, milk, rice,
&e, from the man to whom the girl was given,
The ornaments and dress of the girl have not been
taken into account. If the man had not been a
Bez, his cordition would have been worse, He
saved in cash and invested in ornaments. His
cash savings were all'spent in the shradh. His
mother had only xilver rings and gold thuriya ! and
nothing else. He takes two meals a day. The
young children three.

ExamprLe 21.—J aRrBE, MIKIR.

Jarbe, Mikir, of Rangkhong Hills, Pays Rs. 3
revenue, Has one chang house with three rooms,
Three brothers with wives, three nephews, one son,
one daughter; youngest brother L~ two daughters
and a son. They all live in that house. Two boys
can keep cows. Some of them live in ar * or pam
cultivations. Clultivates land by hoeing 10 puras,
(40 bighas). Cotton 2 puras. 12 maunds cotton
obtained this year. Sells cotton at Rs. 3° a
maund. Gets 200 mantuns* of paddy, in all 150
maunds.  Cultivated til with paddy, and obtained
5 maunds, which he disposed of at Rs, 3 a maund at
Kolonga; borrowed Rs. 3 to pay revenue, ngrecinﬁ
to pay three dungs® of cotton (14 maunds). Ha
an old debt of Rs. 50, contracted for purchasing
paddy. Price of paddv 6 dhuns,® nearly half
maund, a rupee. Requires 3 kulsis grog, which he
makes in his own house. The money, 1is 50, to
be paid by til, 100 maunds.  He bas no lac. He
has neither bullocks nor cows or buftuloes, only 3
*pigs, 6 fowls.  This man has removed to this village
two years ago. Infact, the whole village settled
about two years ago. Two brothers cat opium,
worth s, 6 a month. He purchases opium for
cazh or paddy or til. He requires 6 seers’ salt
a month, but no oil. Keeps a fire in the house
day and night. He has lengti, coat, and sheet,
female petticoats, a few trinkets of brass, worth in
all about Rs. 9. His paddy is sufficient to main-
tain the family for about nine months only. The
rest of the year he subsists npon wvams, kochus,
meat, and dried fish and jungle vegetabies.

ExampLE 22.—NaMay, Sugkmn.

Namal, Shekh, aged about 65 years. Is a
widower. Has a son, about 20 years old, and
daunghter-in-law, and a minor daughter, Has one
borghar for his use with two rooms, one moralghar
with two rooms for his son’s use. He has a cow-
house. r
only, several killed by juckals. No goats or other
poultry. Has 2} bighas rupit land which yields
€0 puras ® paddy; baotali, 6 bighas, which gives
him 80 puras ® paddy. Neither mustard, sugar-
cane, ahu, til, &c. Paysrent Rs. 8, His son culti-
vates land with borrowed bullocks on equal shares.
Paddy sufficient to maintain him for eight months.
The vest be begs or borrows. He has a debt of
Rs. 8 or Rs. 9. He is a basket-maker and an
opinm-eater, and wants two tolas opium a month.
He cannot afford to have two meals a day through-
out the year; for aboutgten months he has two
meals, and for about two months only.one meal,
His valuables are worth Rs. 17 only.,

GHUNABHIRAM SarMA BORUA.

Has one damara and a bullock, two fowls
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II1.—ExaympLES COLLECTED BY RaI SARAT
CHANDRA BANERIT BAHADUR, EXTRA-ASSISTANT-
COMMISSIONER.

Cold season of 1887-88.
ExaurLe 23.— KErgoN SuT.

A well-to-do man. Village Halirgaon, mauza
Chachali.l’ A gaonbura. Ker-

L Family. kon Sut, cultivator. His family

consists of —

Himself ......... ... age about 60 years.
His wife, Budai ...... » 3D,
Four sons—
1. Thanoo .eeccrecsencesses 25 All by
2. Bhanoo . ceeenienine 20 his first
3. Tann .ooeveennns veeeeanes 16 wife,
4. Gogol wererenerorennnses o 12, dead.
Four girls—
"5 SuUvan i 8 By lis
6. Dabaohi... 3 prisent
7. Cheni .ooneee 2, wife.
8. Under one year. 1, \

One boy and two girls died })etwe.e_n 5 and 6.
One daughter-in-law, Thanoo’s wife, Alagi,
married about a vear ago. 1n all 11 members.

In the village (Halirgaon) in

. 1ding. o .
1. Holding which Le lives he has—

" Pigha 1-18 of basti land.
7‘2‘7 rupit 1
5-3-1  faringati land.

”
"

Besides this, he holds in the name of his second
gon about 7 bighas of faringati land in mauza
Bheluguri? All his sons and the daughter-in-
law are there at present, while he with his wife
and other children (gitls) live at home.

Ho says he pays Rs. 12-10 as both revenue
and local rates on his holding.

The old man with his wife and girls sleepg in
in the borghur, The sons stay at the pam during
the months of Aswin? Kartik, and part of
Agbao.  Then they come bome, and stay there
tfor Pust They are aguin at the pam during
Magh, Phiagun, Chait, Baisak, and Jeth.* In
Assar® they come home, and stay for two months
more, Sravan and Bhadra. :

(a) In the basti land there are—

* Betel-nut  trecs 60 (bearing) a few with betel-vines
on thei.

Mango wovveiniis 1

Jack  sreeviiieian 3,
Bamboos—
Dhaluka? ... 1 clump=40 about.
datiereiiarcaens 3 , =100
Lime ceceeevenieness 3
Pummelo soeuein 1

and some plantains. .

Betel-nut is the only article of garden prodace
that is sold. The selling takes place in Baisak
to Assar, when boats come up with salt for
barter. Last season there was an  enormous
crop of betel-nuts all over the country; and there
was nobody to purchase. The rates were very
low, 60 pans® per rupce =(60+ 80=4,800). So
what was not consumed was aliowed to get spoilt.

In the season beforelast Rs. 2eworth of betel-
nuts was sold, hesides 4 seers of salt yot by barter,

Pén is not sold, but used only for howe con-
sumption; bamboos, too, are nov sold. ‘

(L). The rupit land is close to his house, and
besides the 74 bighas above, he cultivates 2 bighas
more in the same village, mortgaged to kim by
the owner for alvan of its. 4. Itis a usufruc-
tuary mortgage,

1. Gaonbura=-village headman, therefore surcto be
well off.  Not a very typical cxample.

2. Thisis what is called pam cultivation. The land
is only occupied during the cold weather., When the
crop is gathered tho cultivator goes home.

3. September 15th—November 30th.

4. December lst—Janunary 15th.
January 15th—June 15th.
6. June 15th—September 15th.

o

=1

Three kinds of bamboos are commonly grown:—
(a) Bhaluka=a large thick-stemmed bamboo.
The most valuable.
(b) Jati, somewhat thinner than Bhaluka, but
) valnable,
(¢) Bijli, a small thin variety.

8. One pan==4 score.



1. See page 38. The amounts vary with the district,
the nature of the grain, and the length of stalk cut, but 3
danguris will rarely yield one maund of grain, generally
a danguri yields 10 seers of paddy.

2. At 1,500 Ibs. to the acre, the yield would be about
56 niaunds.

3. Hardly so much,~—one pura--10 scers as ncar as
may be, therefore 5 puras-—14 maunds,
4. The pulse was boiled and eaten as ddl,

5. At 1,30C Ibs. per acre, the outturn weuld be 37
maunds from 7 bighas, .

6. One scer of rice per diem for cuch person is about
the rate which is believed correct as a good allowance all
over the Brahmagutra Valley.

.

7. More probably Rs. 35. This rate is nearly the same
28 the 500 Ibs. an acre br~aght out by experiments.
o
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Thus there are 94 bighas of rupit land on which
the food of the family, rica, is grown  The pro-
duce is usually about 24 danguries' (it is by no
means easy to find out what an average danguri
comes to, but I think 3 danguries to a maund
may be taken as the nearest estimate) per bigha
but in the present year the yicld was less, only
about 20 danguries per bigha. This the gaonbura
explains was owing to the baby comingat the
wrong time, when his wife could have ctherwise
helped him in transplanting paddy. His boys
were otherwiso engaged, and could not render
much help.* '

This gives 94 x 20

maands= 634 maunds? of
(3]

paddy for the 94 bighas of rupit laud.

(¢) The faringati land is in two places as
above:— . ,

Bigha 5-3-1 in the village on the banks
of the Kullung, which is sandy, und on which no
rice iy raised: it produces matikalai (pulse). This
year the crop came to nothing for want of rain,
and what camo up was spoilt by cattle.

In the year before the crop was poor also: it
produced 5 puras (nearly 2 maunds)® of matikalai,
which was eaten dali,! &e., but not sold.

(d) The 7 bighas of fauringati land in the
pam yields both rice and mustard.

I could not get the old man to give mo an esti-
mate of the crop of either kind on this land. He
has not been on good terms with his boys since
his cldest son’s marriage, who suspect him of
hoarding money with their stepmother, and want
to separate,  The old man never govs to the pam,
has nothing to do with the work there or the
produce of the land, at least he says so.

Taking, however, the average yield of newly-
taken-up faringati land ut 5 maunds per bigha,
we get the following total of paddy raised : —

63 maunds from rupit land.
. 355 " , faringati land.

Taking 27 seers of rice (husked) per maund
of paddy (unhuskedrice) we get about 66 maunds
of rice for the family.

*If this just lasts tho fumilv for a year,
we get 74 seers of rico per day for 7 adults and
3 children (leaving out the Mnfant in m'l.ns),
which is probably about right, leaving a margin
for seed, guosts, &e.

All that Le could tell me about the produce
was that the sili dhdn raised on the rupit land,
togethor with dhu dhan from the pam, just
lasted the wholo family for the whole year. He
scarcely ever had to purchaxe any rice, nor had
he any surplus to sell. About 3 years ago he
purchased ouly one rupee worth of dhan.

Mustard seed.—As I have said, I could not get
the produce. At the lowest estimate, it would
come to 14 mannds (at 2 maunds per bigha),
which would sell on the spot at at least Rs. 28.7

Of course the man pays his way, or he would
not be a gnoubura. IHe bas
no debts but one, and that a
good one. Feeho Bamoni owes him Rs. 44, and
has pledged to him 2 bighas of rupit land as above

1V. Debts.

for two years to be enjoyed in licu of interest.

® The fact is that transplanting is peculiarly woman’s

work here, and the men seldom lend a hand in it,if - |

wornen are available. The women do a good deal of
the cutting too.

V. Clothing and jewel-
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lery.

(1) For himself—

(Foreign) Dhotis 2 (8 and 6 cubits).

Has the following:—

s Sola (shirt) 1  ...c.eeeeene ceerennes

”

”
”»

o (0of drill) 1 weeveniinnnee
Home-made borkapor worth about

cheleng "
gamcha (shawl)

(eri sﬂk)

(2) His wife and daughter-in-law—

(a) Jewellery—

(b) Clothing: the wife’s—

Rs. As.
Muga 1 pair mekla 7 8 Used on ceremo-
and riha. nial occasions. { Home
Eri 1 pair 3 0 . made.
Cotton 1 pair :: :: 0 12}111 daily use.
12 ——4
(2) The dauughter-in-law’s—
: Rs. A
3 pairs as above ..covveviiiiennns. 11 8
Plus 1 ditto of silk ......... 70
Total sosvseerens 18 8
(3) Thanoo, the eldest boy—
Rs. A.
Cotton d}llxoltis % ......... 1 8
cheleng 0 8 .
" pagri - lamwnw 1 o Foreign.
s Sola ) SR 10
Total............ 140
(4) Bhanoo—
Dhoti  leererticvineenn 0 8 Home-made.
" TR w 08
Sola ™ l.icicereeivenniennea 1 0} Foreign.
Cheleng l....cccevvenenes e 0 8
Total..ieiireann. 2 8
(5) Tanoo—
Dhoti 1 .ccvcevvsiserrsnes O 4 Home-made.

Chadar 2 ...ccovuveeevarennne
Sola 1 ..ieeeene cresernee

Totalieccircecess

Gogoi—
Dhoti 1 .eeemeecerecssrnnnnes

ChRder 1 eerveseesereesessanes
Sola 1 ceciesenncnnsesesens

Total-u teasesrre

pair silver kharu (Bracelet)............ 18

1
1 gold moni (necklace of beads) ...... 20
i ,, madoli (neck-bead)........ ceranes 23
2 chains of small madoli (gold)......... 23
1 pair karia (€arrings) ..eceececenraneens 15
1, w. o eeenes ereesssnsnsesaiannenne 15
1 gold moni wccveeenceirmeaiiinniennnrnnnens 6
120

014

012 } Foreign.

JENSESE

114

e et g

0 4
0 8
0 4
012

112

—

s .

Home-made.

Foreign.
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(7) Of the four girls, the eldest alone has any
clothes, viz., a home-made cheleng worth about
two annas.

Rs. A.
Total value of jewellery..ccevveer..... 120 0
’ s clothing .eeeiiiinnes 47 4
Total.ccorueane 0167 4
V1. Utensils and agrical Utensils.
tural or other implements, of kaph (bell-metal).
Rs. A.
2 8
y 1 8
Terahi (small kahi) 2..c.oceeeee vuneee 1 4
Batis?  6...... eoressurasraensenrasssten 4 0
Lota 2 30
12 4
Koloht 2....... 1 8
) 2. 0 8
Ghoti5  1.....c.cens 1 8
Botloi® 1 small ..cccevennns 20
Tou? ) L 6 0
Korahi8 1....cccce veeviierieen venes 1 8
Ghagori 1 (big koloh) .......... vores 1 8
Horai? 2 .ccecirviomsersnrcaniicionsne 1 8
Karahil®1 ..ccoviiiiivniecincinenes . 012
Total..ceeeianens 16 12
Total value of utensils _2-5—)——0
LOOM Lurrveerereeocreseeseseneereesenns 10
Agricultural Implements.
Plough, &c. 1 .iviviririeinniienans . 1 0
Daos, 2 .eeceer ceciiinsriiiiiinn 0 6
Spades, 2 .ccieeeniiirisnneianins 1 4
Axe, 1 ..ueee 012
Chisel, 1 ..coveeearerencncnes 0 2
Totalvevvrseeane 3 8

——

There are three houses besides the granary and
cowshed. Thereare, besides
these, a couple of huts in
the pam. The posts are all bamboo, and these and
the thatching have to be renewed every three or
four years.

Two cows (not in milk), one plough buffalo
(in the pam). The milk,
when there is any, is not
sold, but consumed at home.

This consisted for the day of two usual
meals of rice and a curry of
lao with salt and turmeric.
He wuses turmeric where others would use salt
and khar or tenga (acid), being well to do, and
khar and acid do not agree with him as he suffers
from asthma.

Besides the two meals, however, jolpan, or
tiffin, is taken in the afternoon, and sometimes
in the morning too. This consists of pithaguri
(rice flour) with molasses, salt, or plantain, o?’ of
.karai (parched rice) with ditto.

About threel!seers of saltis consumed per month

and three seers ofoill) per year,
The salt is purchased, but the
oil is produced at home. The gaonbura doss notuse
kerosine for the gosainghar lamp, but mustard
?ilé;o that very little of the oil can be used with
[} .

# 1 most include, however, articles of furnitare, &e,

VII. Dwelling-house.

VL Cattle.

1X, Food.

IX.a. Baltand oil

1 Bhatia blanket . %‘
1 * Bazdr dolicha 8 0
1 Mora (seat, made of cane) . 0 4
1 Eoth (m8) +evvvereennerannsnnn.. . 08
o513

. 167 4

v -——

Total........ s 178 0

N.B—De, i -
leﬁ“«rmm‘t on has, however, to be allowed for the cbl_l ing at

1. Bata=a plate with a stand, on which betel-nut is
2. Kahi==a plate off wh.ch is rice ix eaten.

3. Batis=cup.

L

Koloh==a large water jug.

:‘;’\

Glioti==a small vessel for bringing water.

6. Botloi==a vessel for cooking.

7. Tou=n cooking vessel flatter than a hotloi.

8. Korahi=a swall flat vessel used for washing rico in.
9. Horai=very like a bati, except that the stand is

higiler from the ground.
10. Differs from a botloi and tou only in shape.

11, This'is & small supply for eleven members, and 18
probably below the true athount, which would be about
51 seers,

* Dolicha=:catpet.

. 1. Pithaguri, preparcd by steeping rice in water and
when dry pounding it into powder.  The resulting powder

is known as pithaguri.
2. A cadsstral survey was going on in the village at

this time.

3. Dheki=rice husker.

4. Not ip this instance & scparate house, but a corner
of one of the rooms in the Barghar,

5. This is a private arrangement between the gaonbura
and the mauzadér and has nothing to du with Govern-

ment.

6. Evidently purposely selected as the ocase of one of
tho poorest men in the village.

7. The key note of this story is to be found in the
account of the debts. Bolai was comfortably off pnce,
till attacked by disease, this tempted him to vpium oand
his downward course began.

.
.
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The old man had his bath in the river in the
' early morning, after which he
took half a pao of pithaguri!
with plantain, and then went out to look after the
amin? at work.* Coming home at noon, he had
his midday meal and rest for three hours. In
the afternoon he went and lounged at a friend’s,
when others like him joined. In the evening he
is going to have his second meal, and then go
to bed.

His wife rose early, swept the court-yard, and
then had her bath, and brought four kolohs of water
from the river 200 yards off. Then husked the
paddy in the dheki® for the day’s rice, had a second
bath, and then cooked the rice and curry. This
she distributed to her husband and children, and
when they had done, took her own meal.

She had rest for about a couple of hours in
the middle of the day, after which she took to
the loom for a couple of hours, ie., till about
5 pm. Now she has again to fetch water (after
another bath), four kolohs, from the river, cook the
evening meal, feed the children, take her own food,
and go to bed at about 9% p.m.

The only light used at nightis a lighted faggot
of reeds, except in the place of worship (gosaint
ghart) where there is a lamp. ‘ :

I forgot t» ask what amount they have to pay
annually as gurukar (dues paid to the religions
instructor, gura}, but it is paid in cash as well
as in kind. ' ) :

When not enga%ed at the loom, she goes to
some neighbour’s place in the afternoon, and has a
friendly chat and possibly a quarrel,

The eldest girl helps her mother in the house-
hold work, as fetching water, taking care of the
infant, &c.

The rice produced is consumed, hut the mustard
is mostly sold, as well as mati-
kalai, when any is left over.

Then the gaonbura gets Rs. 6 per annum® from
the mauzadar for helping him in realising revenue.
This is not paid in cash, but a deduction allowed
in the revenue.

Then the eldest boy, before he married and
settled down, was in service, chaprasi to a Earo-
pean gentleman in Tezpur,and got Rs. 7 per month,
He brought home Rs. 40 (besides some utensils,
&c.) after two years’ service, which went towards
his marriage expenses.! Another Rs. 20 was
borrowed, but this was paid off by the boy going
into service again for six months more. He had
the;x to come away, as the wife was a grown-up
girl. .

One of the other lads will now probably go into
service.

X. The day's operations.

XI. The cash, where it
comes from.

Exampre 24.—Bonal, KEwAr.®

A poor man in mauza Chalchali village
Bahkata. There, 3 other poor men live in the
village of 50 houses, though they are compara-
tively able bodied—

1. Bolai, Kewat, about 50 years.

. (2 girls)—
L Family. 2. Golai siiiieiesisseneess 16 years.
8. Amil .iieinnns v 100

Golai is engaged tobe married to Dhomn Ke.
wat in a few months. Dhom Kewat comes and
occasionally helps them, but does not form a
member of the family.

* When not so employed, he realises revenne from the ryots for the
maumgr, who nllowg bim Rs.6 per nnnum for the work,

+ Both hnsband and wife do devotion in the gosain ghat for & few
minutes, morning: and evening. The Inmi}y, like most Hindus in the
Nowgong district, belong to the Mahapurusia sect of Vaishnavas. 4
$It had to be paid to the h‘ther of the girls &
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Accurate actuals were not forthcoming, but

1L Holding. the man said he had 5 bighas

of rupit land, and paid about

Rs. 4 as revenue (with rates). His basi, I

found, was about 6 x 80 yards, or L kotta 10

lessas. The revenue (with rates) for this and

the rupit comes to Rs. 3-10 9. Details subse-

quently obtained from the mauzadir show that
his holding consists of~—-

B. K. L.
Basti ......... 0 117
Ropit.eeeie. 3 2 10 i Revenue with local
Faringati ... 2 0 0 . rates=Rs, 3-14.
—
Total .5 4 7]
———

Besides these he had got a small patch of
faringati, area uncertain,

() In the basti land there art three huts viz.:—

I1IX. Houses, agricylto-
ral and garden pro- One small cookshed.

duce.

One hut in two compartments, one of which is
used as the sleeping apartment, and
the other for storing grain.

One hut without walls (incomplete), built by
future son-in law, and intended for
the storing grain in, instead of hut
No. 2.

The remainder of the land is a garden with—

~ 1 rabab tenga.
20 betel nuts,* no betel-vines.
I mango.
3 clumps of bamboos (slender ones.)

Pan or betel-vine requires fencing to protect it
from cattle, and the man is not able to put a
fencing round his garden, hence no pan.

(0) Rupit.— Having no cattle of his own, has to
cultivate his land on what is called morakiya terms
with some well-to-do neighbour. That is to say,
he is allowed to use the plough 1 day on his
own field for every two days he ploughs hLis neigh-
bour’s land.

The only idea he could give of the produce
was that it lasted him for about 6 months in the
year. He then bas to beg or borrow or work as
a labourer, though, not being strong enough, he
cannot work regularly. ’

(¢) Faringati.—Sown with matikalai. There
was no yield this year. He got about 2 dhuns (84
seers) the year before and used it as dali.

Has not been able to pay the year’s revenue
IV. Debts. yet. Last yecar had to borrow
Rs. 3 of one Bapooram, mukh-
tar, on a bond, for paying revenue. The interest
stipulated was 1 anna in the rapee per month
(or 75 per cent). The mukhtar has just got a
decree against him for Rs. 7 odd, so he is going
to be sold up.

Inyears gone by, he was a strong man, and hence
incurred no debts. Had some disease three years
ago, and then took to opium, in consequence of the
disease he says. Has seen better days, as he comes
of a rather yespectable family.

On going to the man’s house three or four
days afterwards, found a civil court peon with the
mukhtar’s brother in the compound, and a crowd
of people assembled about them. The decree was
going to be executed. Ultimately, it was
arranged by the debtor borrowing the amount of
the judgment-debt from a well-to-do neighbour

°® Produce annually about Re. 3 worth of betel-
They afe not sold for cash, but exchanged for sa]tn::i
opium (though it is irregular in the latter case),
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whom 1 bigha ‘of rupit land had to be given
» on mortgage for two years in licu of interest
dy. i

V. Clothing, &c. Bolai-—

Rs. As. P.
Cotton 1 Gamcha 0 4 0
1 Borkapor 0 8 0

His bed is dban kher (straw), there are no
ats.

Golai— Rs. As. P.

Cotton— 1 pair mekla and riha ... 1 0 0
Amil—

1 mekla and 1 gamcha... 0 4 0

2 0 0

. 1 brasslota «..... 1 3 0

VI.—Utensils, &. ) pejl-metal bati ... 012 0

115 9

They dine off plantain-leaves, and the poor

:an, who does not see well at night, has made

hole in the floor to shove the plaintain-leaf
ito, so that the curry-water may not escape.

Immplements, &e.—

Rs. As. P.

1 loom aoiciiciienens 100

VIl Dwelling bouse, 1 30 ..ecrsvereneeenes 0 80
*apove. 1 kuthar (axe) ...... 012 0

VIIL. Cattle. Nil.

Bolai himself had no meal last evening, nor
this morning, but is going to
have one this evening; the girls
1ad rice with salt only. ,

The reason why DBolai did not have his
neals is this. He is a Kania (opium-eater), and
:annot take rice without some curry to wash it
lown,

Ho was himself, during the greater part to
he day, watching and helping in a partition of
sroperty, in the expectation of getting a present
when it was over.

On coming home in the evening, he found
nothing ready for a meal except rice and salt
there being no sort of sag or curry. It had been
raining, and the girls had not got together any
sag. So he went to bed. without food. This
morning, too, it was raining, and no vegetables
were brought together.

The sag is simply boiled in water, with either
a little salt or with khar (potash) or tenga (acid).

-1X.—Food.

About two scers of salt is required monthly,

a—galt ot npa LHiS is got mostly by ex-
opam, ™ change fo% betel-nutz. No oil
is used either as food or for lighting purposes.
The man takes one anna worth of opium daily
when he can get it, but has to go without at
times, and at others has to content himself with a
little of it.

When not engaged in the field he works for
hire, i.e., accompanies Grosains
as a servant when they go on
tour, carrying their loads of clothing, utensils, &e,

There is no fixed rate of hire, but he gets
his food and a small present occasionally.

X.—The day's work.

XI,—Cash. Nil.

For the Rs. 3 he borrowed of the mukhtar,
the latter (who is a Brahmin) expected him to
accompany him in his tours (in lieu of interest)
till the money was paid off. "And it was becal?se
he could not always go, that the mukhtar put him

into court, o
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The elder girl is not allowed to do the cook-
ing, since she came of age, as after this she is
considered unclean till she gets married. The
cooking is done by the younger girl, the elder
doing the other household work, and both helping
in the field (transplanting, &c.).

ExaurLE 25.—MinkaM, KEwAr.

Between poor and well-to-do; a sufferer from
sickness, the law, and improvidence.

I Famiy. Mihiram, Kewat, of mauza
Bheluguri, village Bheluguri—
Mihiram himself aged about 45 years.
His wife aged about 35 years.
A girl aged about 5 years.
A boy aged about one year,

These arc the only two children living out of
twelve, The others, nine girls and one boy, all
died young, or shortly after birth, and almost
always of convulsions.!” This is attributed to some
malignant spirit having taken his abode in the
land.

Mibiram came to live in the family as

* This means aman ghor-jia* when a young muan.
ot Cne e hembet But no regular marriage cere-
Tamily. mony took place till last Baisak,
after he had got twelve children. As his children
were always dying, he at last grew sick of it, and
talked of leaving his wife and going elsewhere.
This brought matters to a crisis, and the wifo
insisted on a marriage ceremony. This was ae-
cordingly gone through about a year ago, though
at the sacrifice of the only two plough-bullocks
of the family, which were sold for Rs. 30 for
expenses.?

He had a large area of land, basti, rupit
I Holding. faringati, from his father, as
(Ghorthistory)  much as to pay Rs. 15 as

revenue for. It was about four bighas basti,
ten bighas rupit, and six bighas faringati.

But with this, his father left him a debt
of Rs. 10 also. Towards this debt he paid

Rs. 5 in cash, besides giving him a milch

cow and calf. But nevertheless, his basti and
faringati land were sold up in execution of a
decree by the creditor (one Krishnaram Medhi)
for the balance with interest and costs.®  This
- was about 20 years ago, and Mihiram, being
homeless, came to live in his wife’s house.

The rupit land remained to him till abont six
years ago. He had, however, incurred a debt
himself for paying revenue, and for miscellancous

expenses* of Rs. 20 from
Ot o eyt o On0 Bogi Brabmin, In
bis children, who were alweys  lieu of interest for this,
slck o dying. he had to work in the
Brahmin’s shop as a servant. He grew tired of
this, and a village pdnchayat was held who found
that in a year the interest had come wp to
Rs. 30, making him the debtor of Rs. 50. He
borrowed Rs. 50 of another man (Chanaram
Barua}, and had to workas aslave in lien of
interest, This was too much for bim, and he at
last squared matters by mortgaging his rupit land
to one Rustomgoria. So the rupit, too, went.

Now he has got only his wife’s land, which

UL Houses, ogricu. CODSISts of a strip of basti,
taral, and gerden pro- pemg about one half bigha

" in area, besides four kottas of
rupit. -

About a third of this to the north has been
given up to a monk to live in as a tenant, though
no rent is exacted.. It is more asa counterpoise,
it appears, to the evil spirit, who is alse
supposed to have his quarters on the land.

1. Peculioely’ heavy infant mertality

*

2. An extraordinary instance of improvidence.

3. This story is a good example of the cnormous
rates of interest charged, and the consequences which
frequently result.

(1)

The rést contains two huts for the family and
a garden with—-

Bambo08 cieeenniurrareieniseins sesiianns 3 clumps.

Jack  ciceeiciimrinint vrercasaenenae 1

Ténga (lime) .oooiiiivinirneennnnens 2

Rabab (pummelo)..eceveiuiiieniennas 1 .
MUDNZO  crveneriseiiciniiieiineas 2 not bearing.
Thekera (an acid froit) ....... el 20 ditte,
Betel-nuts .ovint coveeninninniiiine e 25 not all bearing

The three clumps of bamboos, on the monk’s
portion, are used by the family, and not by the
monk. :

The betel-nut produced is not enough to leave
ary over for sale.

A few tobacco plants and plantains and
trinjals, besides, the lao (gourd) trailing over the
roof of the huts.

Rupit.—Of course he has none of his own. But
last year he gotthree bighas on Chukani terms
(vent at ordinary revenue rates), from one Biheli.
Then there were the four kottas of his wife’s ;
and having yet his two plough-bullocks (not
yet sold {o discharge the expenses.incurred in
the marriage ceremony) he was able to break up
five bighas of land for bao across the river, mauza
Khatwalgaon. Thus he had nearly nine bighas
in all of rupit or bao land.

The. produce was 100 danguris, which has lasted
him from the month of Aghan last, and will
carry him through to the month of Jeth.

Then he also took up some pam land (faringati),
in mauza Bheluguri, eight bighas, year before
last. Having hag rice enough to last him till the
cold weather, he did not grow dhu dhén on this,
but sngarcane. '

This year his cold-weather paddy crop was not
a good one, and so he will sow this faringati
land with Ahu dhan, wkich will be available for use
in Sravan. *

During the intervening two months (Jeth and
Assar) he will have to borrow ov buy. Thisis un-
Jucky, as he has foolishly handicapped himself by
selling his plough-bullocks for an idea. He will
only be able to plough whatever land he now
takes up on morakiya terms (see ante, Example
24), and this means reduced produce. So his
chances of paying off whatever he borrows are
likely to grow less and less, unless he is helped
by a bumper crop. o .

He has so far paid his way by sacrificing his
homestead .and rupit lands,
finally his plough-bullocks.
So there are no heavy debts. He owes, however,
a few rupees (about Rs. 5) in smallitems, Indeed
what attracted me to the man’s place was hearing
from an evidently well-to-do neighbour caﬂ}ng
out to him significantly from the road g,nd saying
¢ When shall I come?” To which he replied meekly,
as a debtor generally does until brought to bay,
« You need not come. I shall myself see you in
a few days.” . I asked him'how he came to be in
debt, ang‘ then he gave his history as above,

IV.—Debts.

His owvn—
Rs. A.P.
v.—Clothing and  Cotton 1 Dhoti .......... e 0 8 0
jewellery. » 1 Pagri cecisieennnes 02 0
» 1 Borkapor ........ 1 8¢
» 1 Sola (shirt) ...... 0 80
. ' " 1 Chaddar ...eeece « 0 8 0 .
Hjs wife’'s— .
Cotton 1 pair mekla and 1 0 0
rha.
Muga 1 pair ditto  wue. 7 0 0
i 1 Khania borkapor 1 0 0
Children’s—
2 pieces of cloth ... .0 40
Tom‘...'ll‘.'.l"12 6 0

Ov—————



No jewellery exceptl one pair of earrings
(Karya) gold (3th tolah) worth abont... Rs. 15 0 0
At the marriage ceremony, jewellery wus
borrowed of neighbours for use.

Brass lota  wcccceee.l. :
VI.—Utensils. Agri- e 3

cultural and otherimple.  Bell-metal batis ... cocees 3
ments. 9 kahi . cviveveccnranns 2
Dao oot H
Loom .iiiiiiiiiiviiniinenns 1

Plough, nil; borrow it on morakiya terms with
the bullocks as above.

The two huts on basti land as
above.

VIIL Cattle, Nil now.

V1I. Dwelling-house.

In the morning the family had rice with kochu

IX. Tood. and Khuturia and Dhekia sag

(all growing wild) with thekera

tgi)ga (acid fruit) and a pinch of salt and a little
oil.

For the evening meal they will have rice with
urohi beans (of which is a plant growing in the
garden, not wild), with khar (potash) and chillies.

Besides this, the children have jolpan (tiffin),
which consists of pithaguri (rice-flour) or boka-
chaul (soft rice). The former is taken with
plantains, and the latter is soaked in water and
then taken with plaintains or molasses.

The wife, however, bas been sick, and has not
been able to prepare either for some time.

About 2 seersof salt is required monthly. Of
late the price has gone up from 8 to 10 pice per seer:
they don’t know why, none of the people, of whom
quite 2 number were assembled. Oil is seldom
used.

Has done working for a fow days,as he has

X. Occupation. been fecling scedy. Beforo that

Lis wife was sick, and he used
to go and plough his pam land in Bheluguri cha-
periin the morning itith the gaonbura’s plough.
For this he had to plough the gaonbura’s ficld
on two days for every duy he got the plough for his
own field.

Coming home at noon, he would havehis bath in
the river, and then his midday meal.  After this he
would fetch fuel (reeds) from the jungle, and water
from the river (when his wifo was. unable to do
$0), and in the evening he had to cook as well. The
cooking was only done once (when the wife is sick)
in the evening for both meals, the evening meal and
the next midday meal.

ExampLE 26.—(NAME OMITTED).

Another poor man, blessed with an inconve-
L Femyy.  Diently large number of children
(there are three others in like cir-

cumstances in a village of 40 houses).

Mauza Kachamari, village Rangagora.

Himself about ....cecue.........s veres 40 years.
Mother .oeeervienns . 60 ,,
Wife wooeiiiiiinininiinnnn, v 30,
16,
7,
4 "
3 b2l
y A 2 i34
Baby (girD).......... e seeneressiene in arms.
Basti—His kotia (rice
seedling) land 0 211
IL Holding, Got by ex-

change for 2
bighas of his
rupit land ... 0 4 0

Total wvereevireceneeenee 1 1 11

——
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Rupit— .(g)%pbtl (high)... 2 4 10

Yy e e 21 2
()t , low .. 3 0 0

Total.....coarees «ue e 8012
Faringati—
(¢} 1 plot ... evtieeranernans eerraees «1 2 3
(1) held as tenant in a grant....... 2 0 0
e Tt
Total....veerriienanene 3 2 3

Says he has to pay Rs. 9 as revenue and rent
(including rates), which is very near the mark.
One portion is the old basti, the other has _b(}en
recently acquired by giving
tural Jf; o pro up in exchange a plot of rapit
duce. (2 bighas) in a distant part
of the village, where the crop could not be
watched. This was the more necessary, as the
family felt cramped for space. .
One is the borghat (principal hut) in three

. COmpartments, viz,—- _ .

(a) mother’s room.
(b) his own sleeping room.
(¢) cookshed. N

The second contains the dheki, and is used as
the dining room. - ’ , :

The third is the sitting room, and paddy is
steamed here preparatory to husking.

The fourth is the granary, with very little
grain, except about 8 danguris {1 muaund) for
kotia (sced). .

The last is the cowshed, thatching-grass (200

‘bundles) is stored here.

The rest is a garden with the following trees, &c.

Betel-nats ...... 25 bearing, but ' not good ones,
with pan (betel-vine) on two
. of them.
Mango......... 2 nat bearing,
Jackoi.oo ool -~ 4 (2 hearing).

Tengalime ... 2 not bearing.

Plantains ...  a few,

Small betel... 2

Semad ......... 1 ;

Kri (castor oil), a small patch 8 yards square.
Tobaceo ditto ditto 30 plants. . .

Four lao plants*(gourd) age trailing over the
roofs of the hats, all bearing. ‘

Busti.—Of the garden produce, the betel-nuts
are sold to traders from the statipn at 4* gundas

er pice, or exchanged for salt: Healso purchases
cotton from the produce for making into cloth for
the family. .

Rupit.~ Two of the plots are both compara-
tively high land, and there was no crop of sali
dban raised on either during the past scason, as
there was not rain enough for this. class of land.
Alu dhén was grown on one of them, however,
and it has been again sown with dhu. '

He tried s&li dhan on bao field last yeak,
but it failed; and this year he tried amona bao,
which, too, did not succeed well, there not being
water enough. :

Faringati—~One plot yielded very little &dhp
dhén, and less mustard seed. The other plot also
produced a poor mustard crop.

It is not at all easy to get from these men an
idea of the produce;but, so far as 1 could gather,
the man said that be got his erops as follows:-—

Ahu or early rice— '

Kupit land eeeiiiiennnes « 4mds (2 bighas)

Faringati («)...... ceoen . " o
(D)eriearoarensonnnte

» (6 n )

1
3
8

¢ Gunda=4. Thergfore 4 gundas—16.
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.
This was reaped in Jétht and carried him through
three months, As-
* In considering this, it must be re-

membered that the produece depends S{II‘,Z Sra‘van, :md

very much on the labour devoted to the P M
field, and for a man who has to work Bhddl‘a (50 the estl

morakiya and has no extmlhnndts tobelp INite Of px‘oduce
him, the yield is necessarily not a very
good oner Y ¥ must be below the

) ) mark, asit evidently
is).* However, his statement that this lasted bim
only for three months is apparently correct.

There remained at least two months for the

cold weather crop to be available. So during
Aswin and Kartik?® he had to beg or borrow. The
way in ‘which he said he managed was (a) either
begging of friends and acquaintances, (0) helping
.+ others on field work and getting somo paddy as
consideration, and (¢) gathering from other’s
fields what i« known as do-dalia (second crop)
from the shoot of the #hu dhdn after it is roaped.
This is, of course, extremely poor, and does not
repay the labour and trouble of gathering it to
® I found thir on having the do-dalia g . .
cut once in n rice field attached to ajait The fact is, it 1Is
when in charge.
those in indigent circumstances. It is left to
them.

From Aghan* he began utilizing hiz hao
crop (about 10 maunds in all) which lasted him
till the end of Magh® (three monghs more).  Since
then he has been again begging, and this timo
there is no do-dalia to stan%l him in need (as it
comes of dhu only). With so many mouths to
feed begging must be a difficult process. I found
on enquiry that he had, during the past few days,
managed as follows.

One Rakoh, a well-to-do neighbour whom he
bad helped in cutting dhan in the cold woather,
gave him— '

On one occasion ...... 2 puras of paddy (about 25
: seers). B

On another occasion. “Ditto,

Ahom Sing Ditto. ) These ren

Ghino ...... Ditto.} he  helped

His mother-in-law ... Ditto. # in the ficld.

The two puras he had of his mother=in-law was
what he was subsisting upon when I visited
him. .

He ha§now two months more before him, before
the dhu crop will come to hand.

In order to pay his revenue, he has to borrow?
about, Rs. § every year in the
month of Pus or Magh from
a trader, who is paid off by his mustard crop at the
rate of Rs. 2 per maund of mustard delivered at
bis home. There has, however, been a succession
of two bad seasons for mustard, and this cold
weather he got only half a maund in all. Thus
heis indebt by the amount of two year’s revenue,
Rs. 16. He has only one plough hullock, and
cannot take up enough mustard land to carry him
through bad seasons.

Besides this, he owes about Rs. 4 worth of
p?ddy.

’ IV.-~Debts.

He seesno way of extricating himself from these

debts.

. [ His owp—"

3| Gawthas...... " 2 home made
 V.—Clathing and ‘54 Borkapor...... 1 ditto.
jewellery, © ) Mother's meklas ditto.

<

2
| chadar. 1 ditto.
- L Wife's  ditto 1 ditto..

~ Eldest boy goes naked yet, but has got a chadar
cotlton (for the cold~weather) and au eri sheet as
. well,

the ordinary ryots.* |

never reaped but by -

1. May I5th~dJune 15th. .
2. Assar—Bhadra--Junc 1ith—September 15th.

3. Aswin--September [5th—OQOctober 15th.  Kartik
—0ctober 15th— November 15th.

.

4. Aghan-=November 15th—December 15th.

5. TFebruary 15th.

6. This sces too much : o pura 10 scers,

7. The debt seems to have originated in the reve-
nue demand having to be paid during bad seasons.  The
it himself is probably one of those thriftless beings best
described by the term ¢ ne’er-do-weel.”

)

No bedding except two mats made of sugar-
cane stalk (after pressing). No jewellery. -

Kahi (bell-metal) (small)... 1
Batis =, ditto -2 -
1 Utensile, agrions.  Ditt0 ditto (small) ... 2.
Tt oeher jute. Lota (Drass)..eee eresenmeivee 1
d othe io-

raomts, T B R o do. (DroKen) oeeeeee 1
Loom ......... 1

Plough ... 1

VII.—Dwelling honse Dwelling-house as above.

Only one plough-bullock. Has to get another
on morakiya terms, iec., gets
its use for-two days for work-
ing the third day in the owner’s field.*

Last evening’s meal conxsisted of rice with curry
of lao (gourd) with khar, and
with a pineh of salt added
during eating, as there was not enough to put into
ihe curry itself.

VIIIL.--Cattle.

IX.—TFood.

Oil is hardly ever used.

This morning the children have just had. a
meal on the rice and curry left over {som last
evening.

Yesterday’s morning meal qonsisted of rice
with only a little salt and chilly. No curry was
prepared, as one of the children is sick, and the
mother had to look after it. She could not gather
the wild vegetablesor leaves. There is an immense
variety of these, but they are, of course, not affect-
ed, when thete is some real vegetable handy:—

(1) Dhekia’tops, ’

- (2) Kochu leaves,

(3) DBhotua stalk leaves,

(4) Khoturia ditto,

(7)) Morolia ditto,

{6) Kath alu root, &ec., &e.,
used when there is no lao or kumra or other vege--
table that is grown, :

The children are allowed to have their fill of
rice, but the father, mother, and grandmother have
not always as much as they can eat, when they are
borrowing or begging.

[limself —Was plonghing in the dbu field till
abont noon, then had breakfast,
and rested for two hours; went
to the field in the afternoon for cleaning it. Came
home in the evening, and looked after sick child
wliile the wife went. to cook. Then dined and went
to bed. y

The wife was mostly taken up with' the sick
child till, evening. R

The mother is too old for much work.

The cldest boy (10) is just able to plough, and
does so occasionally. He came home with the
plough at 104 a.m. while the father was engaged
with me at home.

X1.—Cash, N,

X.—Oceupation.

ExaMPLE 27.—GoPAL, KATONL. .
Mauza Gonthagan, village Teliagam. o

An able-bodied {strong) young man beginning
life for himself.

Gopal, Katoni.—Gopal belongs to Kémrip,
but not being able to agree with
his brothers,ghe came and settled
here as a Ghorjia, A widow, with her only daughter
and hardly any means, welcomed him into her house,
and he is engaged to the young girl. Though

1. Family.

© This is the case when one bullock is taken mora-
kiya: the reverse is the case when two bullocks are te,};sen.

. WY W v wwree w e o < - -
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not yet married, he is the head of this little family.
It consists nf— -

Himself, age about........ erree e [ 28 years
The mother ........... G 45
The daughter ....ccoveervniiriviinisimernennnns 12,

, Gopal has been in the family for five years.
like this.
Basti.~ This is not his own land nor the widow’s.
11. Holding, They l’la\'m rcptcd a bit oﬂmsti
land of a relative for eight annas
per year.

. There are two huts, one is the borghar in three
compartments—(«a) the kitchen, () dining and
sleeping room, and (¢) contains the dheki.

The second hut-is in two compartments (@) the
sitting-room, and (4) where the grain is stored.

The loom stands between these houses. On one
portion of the basti, kotia is (rice scedlings) raiscd.
The rest has a few plantains only, and a pateh of
cagtor-oil plants for rearing eri; alsc a few chillies.

There are, as usual, ldo plants trailing on the
roofs of the two huts. ' )

So there is, nothing much in the basti; no
garden produce to sell.

Rupit.—He has none of his own, but holds
as a sub-tenant-at-will the following, paying at the
ordinary rates:—

B. K. L. .

2 0 0 of one Bhisnu, who has more
laud than he can cultivatd,

1 1 0 Bao land of one Durga
Kachan.

1 0 0 Bao land of Bhol Sarma, a
charitably-disposed neighbour to
whom he mukes himself usetul.

1 0 O Baoland of a relutive.

S 10

Faringati— .

2 0 0 Rented of u relative.

2 0 0 Newly brokon up and revenue
———- paid for,ebut has not yet
4 0 O borneacrop. Thisis because
——— there was some competition for
the land. But he will have to give up now two
bighas bao land, being a mere tenant-at-will.”

The revenue and rent payable comes to about
‘Rs. 6 (with local rates.)

115, Agrioultaral pro- In the month of Sravan
duce. was gathered the Ahu dhdn,
about ten maunds.

Then came the early bao (called rupohi bao)

. in Kartik; but the crop came almost to nothing,

being damaged by birds (jokora or choa). The
‘yield wasonly about 13 méiund.t

® N.B.—About six years ago, onc Monee sold
bighas 3-3-3 of faringati land to the family for Rs. 2.
This Gopal held and cultivated till within two years ago,
when Monee sold theland a second fime to another person,
and he had to give it up. The first sale was evidenced
ouly by an endorsement on the back of the patta for the
year (I saw it), and was of course irregular. This was
taken advaatage of, and the second sale deprived Gopal of
the Iand. Of course, he is too poor to think of going to luw
over it. .
. T 1 was curious tonote how the people connected
- this with the Forest Department Circular recently abro-
gated. The restrictions tenrporarily put in consequence of
that circular on cutting thatching-grass and fuei were said

( 77 ) I

Then came the bao and sali, which aggregated

to ubout 40 maunds.

Before he got his cold-weather crop he had

to borrow about two maunds of paddy, but now
hoe ought to be able to get through till next ahu
crop, he said. ' .

None so far, except the two
17, Devts maunds of paddy, which he

will probably be able to pay off from his store.

V. Clothing and jewel- HIS OWn—
lery. .
.P.
. , ;
(Foreign) Dhoti 2
(Heme-made) Gamcha 1 . H 8
) ” Borkapor 1
Bhutia blanket (burmwezd)— {00
(Foreign) Cheleng f ............... 123
v Shet O T
) B
" Sla 1 omverieenene 180
g8 8 0
Mas a string of beads reund his negk - é i 8
GV TIDE cvenrenesesnnepimessersssereesnes . o
2 80
The mother—
Home-made mekla and riha oo 2 8 8
. cheleng..ooveveens e 1 .
' 3 00
The daughter—
Home made mekla and‘ 117 SO 8 8
Purchased ditto (of Muga) ......... 6
8 0 0
Total cieereraess .22 0 0
Kabi weeeeees 2
Bata ceeeeesns % - . bl
dls. Apricul- Horal  weens 1ese belong
vt Un::r'aﬁ”iinfk;t?x}r Ghoti....eees 2 to the family
huplements. Lota eevreeren 1 ‘fmm of old.
Koloh......... 1 '
Tou  woveeiens 1)
Loom ..o 1’
Plough .a... 1 .

VII. Dwelling-howse.  As above.

Nil, bas to cultivate his field on morakiya terms,
but being a strong young man,
and not many mouths to feed, is
justablo to hold his own, though thus handicapped.

A she-goat is, however, being reared on adhi

VIIL. Cattle.

“terms. 1t belongs to a neighbour who canuot

look after it. The girl in this family takes care of
it on the understanding that the kids are to go
alternately to either family. The goat has now a
kid, a month old. .

The meals are cooked twice. The morhing
meal yesterday consisted of rice
with a carry of 140 with khar
and salt; evening, rice with the "tops of ranga
lao stalk fried iu oil. ‘

Yesterday Gopal was engaged in ploughing
his field - from morning till
about 11 a.m., camne home and
bad his mid-day meal, had a rest of two hours;
went to the field again at 3 p.m., and cleaned it
of stubble, roots, &c. Then cgme homg in the
avening, had his mcal, and went to bed. ,

The mother cooked food on both occasions and
went to hier neighbours to beg for ldo, &e.

IX. Food.

X. Occupation.
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The daughter cleaned the compound, fetched

water, and cleaned the utensils,! steamed dban, and
did other household work.

To-day is a holiday (the day before the Baisik
Bihu) when no ploughing is done. There are
generally five holidays in the month, viz., one
Amabashyia (new moon), one Purmina (full
moon), one Sankranti (the last day of the month),
two Ekadasi (11th day of the moon) when plough-
ing is forbidden, and when people fetch firewood,
grass, go fishing, or do extra jobs, or simply
lounge.

Sold Rs. 7 worth of thatching-grass and fuel
in the town,? and with this he
. paid his revenue. By working
hard he could make Rs. 10 or Rs. 12 out of this.

ExamMrie 28.—Gosrnpra, KaToN®

. While taking down defails in the last-men-
tioned ease, was told of a family in distressed
circumstances in the same villago: —

Gojendra, Katon, was once a peon in the
Deputy-CommlssmnorsConrt, and, as bis neigh-
bours said, liveg like a Bahadur.

About 3 ycars ago he lost his post, and since

o1 wes  atterwarae €0 B had had we continu-
.told he is an opium- GUS employment, Ile never
eater. was a cultivator or a ficld la-
bourer,* and somehow he cannot betake himsolf
to such a lifo now. Of course, there is the initial
difficulty that he has neither plough, bulloeks, nor
land. He has therefore been doing odd jobs,
sometimes as a thika (contract) peon. .

At present he is away in a distant mauza,
Bokoni, where a fishery contractor took him to
help him in realising rent from the sub-lessces of
the fisherics, promising to pay him something
when the rent was realised,

Meantime, his wife and children (4)t were loft

+ All bogs, agea 11,9,6, 10 Shift for themselves, and the
and 4 The cldest boy poor woman has been manag.
works as a cowherd, and H . X -
is letning to handlc the 1NZ by begging dhin of well-
plough. * to-do neighbours and working
for them. They have a single hut on another
man’s land.

Yesterday news dome to the cffect that tho man
was lying ill in mauza Bokoni, with nobody to
look after him,

The children did not have their evening meal,
and looked very hungry. This day they are goine
to bave their midday meal, though the mother had
made no move for it yet (11 am.). Sheis too
much distressed with the news, coming as it did
at a time when all the neighbours are making -
merry on the occasion of the Bihu festival,

The man, who had been all his life a peon, and
is addicted to opium besides, finds his occupation
almost gone, now that he is turned upon his re-
sources. He never qualified himself for the 1life
of a cultivator. He did not evidently lay by
against a rainy day, though I noticed what
appeared to be a pair of gold earrings on the
woman’s ears.

The situation was not such as to enable me to
getall the details. '

' Exaurre 29.—SarraM, Kovrra.t

Manza Gonthagan, village Teliagam.*

An average ryot,—Satram, Kolita—
' Himself, aged about ...... 30
I. Family. Wife 92

Children (girl’s’) 2, age.d":?; and
+ 1 year, respectively.

XI. Cash,

# Taking the number of ploughs as the test of prosperity, as is
3 householders with 3 plonghs,
2 ditto ditto 2 ditto, 10
This example was taken from among the 35,

L. A process necessary before husking.

2. Being closa to the town, he is rather exceptionally
situated in the watter of selling jungle-produce like this$

3. This is not a very typical case.

4.

ditto

A very t
majority of the

ditto 0

cultivators of the valley.

ypical and good example of the vast

th 1 plough,

ditto
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Basti— B. K. L.

Ancestral ...... onenanes 0 311
1. Holding. (l?uc::hnsed for Re. 1 010
5-8) 1 41

10 lg

i RPN & SV ¢
Rupit coeconieneannnsians 5y Ji
Bao 1and .. ce ciririrerinnnersieneensanenn® 4 2 3
8 415
Faringati  cooceveesserrevnaneseane cevenee 3 213
Total eevecrciennenns 13 1 9

' him
Except the plot of basti land pu_rchased by hin
and a le)ot of rupit, the rest of his lands consti-
tute a third share of ancestral land, for which
thers is a joint lease yet in the name of three

" brothers. I have put down his share only. He

pays Rs. 9-12 as revenue,

The houses stand in _tho.

Tlonges. Agricultural
g ancestral plot. -

and garden produce. )

One is the borghar (principal hut) in three
parts, wz., (a) eating-place, (b) sleeping-room,
(¢) cooking-room with the gosain-ghar (place for
devotions) in a corner. :

The second hut is also in three parts, 2., (a)
which contains the dheki, (b) wheye.mls&ella-‘
neous.articles are stowed away, (c) sitting-room,
and used by guests or relatives.

The third hat is where the grain is kept.
The fourth is a mere shed for the loom.

Between the. huts is an open space or chotal,
and the rest is a garden, with the following trees

and plants :—

1jatl coviniiennne e} very few
Bamboo, 2 clumps { 1 {)lmlulm ....... } bamboos.
. Betelamt covviviererionns cevneeeiiaiens 20
LR 1 T T U 3 youn g
plants,
Plantains, a good many, about ...... 100
LT L VO 2 young
Pomegranate .......eoveevienianiiinn 2 treea
Mango ..... eeestrereree e ran s rar e een 1 -

............................. Seveaes 1 bearing.

None of the garden produce is sold.-
Rupit and bao.—Got about 160 dangurjs (about

53 maunds), which, he says, will take him on to -

the mext sali crop (as it surely ought to). He
tried kolamah (peas) on a patch of the rupit; but
it did not come to much, and he got only 5 seers.

Faringati.~He did not sew ahu dhan, as a
child was sick (and, moreover, it was not esscn-
tial to him), but sowed mustard-seed. This
crop was a comparative failure for want of the
usual cold-weather rain, and the yield was anly

about 1 maund.

Had no debts before; but the bad yield of
mustard for two seasons

1V bebee ruoning has made him »
_debtor to a Kaya to the extegt gf Rs. 16. In
he past vear, he borrowed Rs. 6, to pay revenue,
;n?lptﬁs g"ear’he borrowed another Rs. 10. When
the demand for revenue comes, the :gmonnt'.f (or
part of it) is borrowed, an&i this is paid off from
the proceeds of the mustard erops. 0
‘crzr? 3‘02};8 t two seasong has obliged hl.m to

leave the debt outstanding. .

But the poor
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COlothing and jewellery. His own—
Rs. As. P.
Home-made Dhoti 3 1 80
o Cheleng 2 200
» Sola (eri) 2 3:0 0
” Pagri 1 1 8 0
" Borkapor 3 6 0 0
Toreign Ghari (a sort of gown
for dancing at festivals) 2 8 0
16 8 0
The wife's—
- Home-made 1 Pairriha andmceklaof 8 0 0
muaga., .
” 1 Ditto of eri ...... 60 0
" 1 Ditto of cotton ... 1 8§ 0
15 8 0
Jewellay— ‘
1 Pair gold karya (carrings) ......... 16 0 0
2 Moni (necklets of beads) |........... 20 0 0
3 0 0
Kahi 2 e 4 0 0
V1. Utensils. Bata 4 Tarereiiiseenes 5 0 0
Koloh | 3000
»smaller 2 ... veeene 4 00
Horai 1 1 80
Ghoti ) R 012 0
. Total............ 18 4 0
Loom ........ PN o

(Did not ask about plough, daos, &e.)

VIL. Dwelling honse. As above——
. Rs.
Plough bullocks 3 (1 old) ... 30
VIII. Cattle. Cow........ Ceseeas ) RN 10
Calves,,.......... 2 e, 12
Total......... .. 52

Dhan in stock 120 danguris, or about 40 maunds. »

Rice is cooked in the evening for both meals.
Yesterday’s evening meal
consisted of rice and ban
puchali (a curry made of several wild plants with
salt and oil and khar). The plants were morolia,
mati gaduri, konsi, to which a few ginger leaves
were added. Oil is not generally used. This morn-
ing there will be same menu icft over from last
evening, the rice having been kept soaked in water
and turped slightly acid. This requires an extra
- allowance of sajt.

Between meals.—Rice flour( coarse) is taken
with gur or plantains by way of tiftin, but not
always,

Morning ploughing in the field up to about 11
a.m. Then he comes home,
has a bath and takes his mid-
day meal. Rests or lounges for a couple of hours,
then fetches fuel and brings home the cattlo
Looks after children while his wife cooks the
evening meal, eats, and gocs to bed.

The wife in the morning sweeps the chotal and
the huts, has her bath in the river, brings water.
Looks after the children, feeds them, serves out
the midday meal to the husband. Takes a little
rest at midday, then works at the loom till it is
time to fetoh water again and cook rice, cooks it
feeds the children, serves it out to the husband,
then eats herself, and goes to bed.

Besides all this houscheld work, the trans-
plantation of sali dhan solely belongs to her. She
" also helps in cutting dhan ‘and bringing it home.

IX. Food.

X. Daily oceupation.

1. The following examples are giv‘en almost as th.oy
were gent in by the EK"B-ASSlStﬂnt-(ﬂ_llll‘llllS.\‘l(\ﬂCl’, who
was evidently unable to make a careful enquiry. 'I.‘he an'swlw;er
with a native so largely depends on the terms in whic 03
question is put that [ have given the questlonsdas epti‘;rter
by Raj Mobyn D¢, As most natives t’;pprsl'uan.t anSI?xiries
motive in gliestions acked b‘y.un .Uﬁi(:lll_l], ngcme l?entlv
put point blank generally ehcll);:i:)rfeiz :;:-ch "(;h-‘gqas théy’

re given aro 8
w:uﬁm{:ﬂ? tﬁenblmd the enquiry been conducted more

judisiouely.

3

¢ “ardinary measure is the ndl, which is 12 cubits.
'I‘h); Cl’lli)lilf varies, but in the Government nil culnt:il;}
. ches; une square nal==1 jait; 7 jait=1 poy:li‘; 4 poys=g
mckiur’ or kidar; 12 kiar=1 b4l or kulba. Therefore 1
]l('nr = 13,157 sq. ft. nenrly, or nearly equals the Assam
b;glm of 14,400 8q. #. The outturn of 200 maunds was

large; 140 maunds wghld have been fair.

3. Which is 25 or 374 per cent. per annum.

4. Jote means here cultivation,
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gathers mustard, and the other cold weather

erops: [ All this is pur-

chased with the

surplus produce

Salt about 2 seers per month, | of dbédn, and

XL Things 0Oil |, ” whatis left over

purchased  [rorosine 2 anpas  per{ from the pro-

month. ceedshof the cold-

yarn Rs. 4 per year. | weather Crops,

Cotton ¥ pery mustard chngﬂy,

after paying
| revenue.

SHARAT CHANDRA BANERJIL

IV.—ExXAMPLES COLLECTED BY RaJ Momm1
DE, EXTRA-ASSISTANT-COMMISSIONER, SYLHET.
ExaMpLE 30.—CHANDRA NaTH Das.

Chandra Nath Das, son of Shib Ram, of Baldi
Pargana Baniyachung, states—“1have two bro-
thers, all live in same mess.  We are three brothers,

family consists of—

3 Dbrothers.

1 widow of eldest brother (deceased).

92 wives of two brothers living, one un-
married.

3 hoys, one aged 11 years, one aged 10
years.

5 girls one aged 10 years the others less than

— 10 years.

14

« [ grow dhan on two hals? land, sail bura; gote
near]ygr‘;OO maunds dhan, value about Rs. 160,

have no land for grazing.
“| pay rent Rs. 24, grow no other crop, em-

ployed no hired flabom', spend about Rs. 60 a

rear in purchase of necessaries, :
)e?‘r'l‘ll?ep}l:oflse we live in is 15 by 13 feet, a part of
it is partitioned off as a ceok-room. Thereis no
other partition. I have six bullocks, nine milch
cows, nine voung bulls, one heifer, nine calves,
and ono boat worth about Rs, 40.

“No surplus income, made no ornaments or
saving within last seven years, for want of money.
The youngest brother, aged about 40 years, not yet
married. My debts amount to Rs. 40, borrowed
from a relative, he will charge interest at4 annas
or 6 annas® for a year per. rupee.

I sell clarified butter worth abqut Rs. 25.a
ear. Almost all inhabitants of our village are in

gebt. Sold dhan worth Rs. 45.

ExamrLe 31.—Mam Urra,
Maim Ulla, son of Uzir Mubammad of Pirer-
%aon, pargana Taraf:— .
I have about 13 hal lands in my jote,} in-
cluding my homestead : —
Grow dhan on 1 hal.
Sugarcane, 1} kiar.
Chilly, 14 kiar.
Brinjals, 2 kiar.
Radish, § kiar.
Liuseed 1% ,,
Potato, 1 kiar. N
ot 8¢ or 90 maunds of dhan.
éu}g\;zarg)e.——l have got 45 kulsis of gur.
%Lt may sell for Rs. 31 or Rs. 32.
Chilly.—I way get about 8 maunds, value

Rs. 12. e 16
From brinjals I got Rs. 106,
- radiih 1 got Rs. 15.

linseed 5, » O

)
”
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Our family consists of three brothers; all
married. Four children, nephew, and his wife
and a ¢hild; in all 13 souls. - Paddy grown is not
sufficient for year’s consumption.

Pay Rs. 43-12 rent of land.

We have nut-trees, jack-fruit-irees, mango-
trees, bamboos, cocoanut-trees. Did not get a
1 pice for the same, on account of the mischief
done by kata (an animal exactly like weasel).

1 Lave two pairs of bullocks, a cow, and a calf.

The cost of purchasing necessaries is met by
selling vegetables in the market. FPaid part of
rent by selling vegetables, &c.

1 was indebted to the extent of Rs. 150, but I
paid Rs. 40 by selling a boat with which I unsed
to trade formerly; but now the trade is not pro-
fitable. The debt was incurred when I made the
boat.

My income from vegetable, sugarcane, and
other crops would not enable me to get on with
ease, Now I have paddy; but I shall have to
buy dhan for August, if 1 cannot grow aus. We
do mno service. Brothers are busy In growing

vegetable, and selling the same in Muchikandi

and Gaziganj bazars, Used oileake as manure, cost
Rs. 12.  Met this cost sometimes by taking loans,
sometimes by selling vegetables. ~All -our pro-
duce would not barely enable us to wmcet ocur
expenditare. I myself do no work now.?

’

ExaMPLE 32.-—SAFATULLA,

Safatulla, son of Gadai, of Aralia, pargana
Kusba Banyachung.

How many members does your family consist of ?
¢¢ 14, sometimes 15,
1 self,
1 wife,
4 sons, one married,
1 wife of eldest son,
1 granddaughter,
5 daughters,
1 servant, sometimes 2.”

What area of land do you hold for tillage or
orazing ?
© Vg hals,?

1 hal, own property,
1 hal holds of mirdsdir on payment of
rent.”

What amount of food-grains and what value
of other produce do you raise on an average off
your land in a year ?!

¢ Dhan 100 maunds, .
grow nothing clse, '
grow little chilly for home consumption.™

What rent a year do you pay ?

“ Pay revenue Re. 1-10 for 1 hal,
Rent to Zemindar Rs. 10-8,
) In all Rs. 12-2.”
What expenses do you incur in hired labour ?

“The servants are boys, they eat with me, -

and I give them 8 annas each a
month.”

What amonnt do you spend in a year in pur-
chase of necessaries,® which you cannct produce

on your land ?
“Rs. 75.”

What kind of house do you Kve in?
%3 hats,
: 1 cow-shed,
1 principal house,
1 extra house.”

)

1. An absurd exaggeration.

2. Answes altogether too vague to allow of any fair
jdea being formed of the economic cireuiustanoes of the
cxaninee,

3. Nature of tenure nat given.

4. A low outturn. It ought to have been nearer 150
maunds of sail.  But names of crops not given, nor.how
much sown with paddy.

b
5. Quite hopeless to expect a correct answer to suci a
queation.  The repi; given is valucless without casv

details.

1. Hat=length of arm from elvow to top of middle
finger.

2. No other answer could be expected to a question so

put. It wonld be very difficult to get a Sylhetia culti-
vator to admit he had any suplus income.

3. A tramsparent falschood.

[

E Y

4. No other answer could have buen expected to such
& question. ¢f. note to page 51 where the existence of
money vut at interest was only discovered by accident.

-In no other example of the 34, excopt No. 25, has such a-
fact been admitted by the examinee,

5 Almost the hameas the Brahmaput& Valléi' Tts.

of 104 ‘@ bi i .
\ nm:; e bx@a for rupit land

IS
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“The principal house is 14 hats' by 11 hats;
a part of it is partitioned off for cook-room,
no other partition walls,”

What quantity of cattle or other live stock do
you possess ? '

“ 4 bullocks,
1 cow and a calf.”

What stock of grain have you ?

“As much as would take us till the reap-
ing of sail bura.”

How do you dispose of any surplus income,
whether by hoarding, lending, or investing in orna-
ments ?

“ No surplus income.””

What money did you spend on your son’s mar-
riage ? C :

7" “Near Rs. 100 by borrowing from Sundar

Rﬂya«-” li‘A v s
; “‘chat are your debts, and to whalt’are they
ue? . ' o
“ Nearly Rs. 125, or 150—
To Sundar Raya Rs. 50.
By mortgaging land Rs. 30.
To Jamaldi Rs. 25,
small debts and interest om debt
Rs. 30 or 40, ’
My debt began for my son’s marriage
1t is now increasing every year.”’
How much dhan did you sell ?
“ None.”

Did you sell or buy any cattle ?
[0 NO.”
Did you do any trade ?
(13 NO.”‘
Did you or any of your family do any service
and earn anything ?
‘“ A boy of mine ploughed another’s land
for a month and got Rs. 2.”
How did Eou meet yoar cost of bazar?
“ By selling 1 or 2 poa of oil.”*
How did vou pay your rent?
“ By selling rice.”
Have you borrowed any money this year ?
“ No.”
Have you saved any ?
“ No,* I have 'not a rupeein my house
to-day.”
(In year before last there was some distress

but since then there was mno difficulty about
food.) .

ExamrLE 33.—ANCHAR, MALL

Anchar Mali, son of Tahir Mali, of Bari Nabi-
ganj. -

fg:Iow many members does your family consist
of ; :

“Relf, wife, 6 children, altogether 8.”

What area of land do you hold for tillage or
grazing ? -
“On 10 kidar I grow sail bura, on 2
kidar mustard seed, 1 kidar mala
(radish) seed, no land for grazing.”
What amount of food grains and what value
of qther produce do you raise on an average off
your land in.a year? ',."

‘ “Last year I got about 64 maunds of
dhén, Rs, 4 worth mustard, Ke: 2
worth mula (radist)seed .’ - ‘

“What rent and revenue do you pay? :

- “I payrentat. 10 annaspeg kidar® haver .
not paid rent for this yesr yet.” =
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What expenses did you incur in hired labour ?
“No hired labour employed.”.

What amount do you spend in a year in purchase
of necessaries which you cannot produce on your
land ?

“Rs. 2 a month, including clothes. ”

What kind of house do you live in ?
“One house to live in and one cowshed,

What quantity of cattle or other live stock do
you possess?
“Two bullocks, »

What other property do you possess ?

“Small boat for cutting grass worth
about Rs, 4.”

What stock of grain have you'?

“ About one month’s supply.”

How do you dispose of any surplus income,
whether by hoarding, lending, or investing in
ornaments ?

“Nil. No ornaments.”

What amount have you spent on your chil-
dren’s marriage ?

“None married yet.”

What are your debts and to what are they com-
monly due ?

“l owe Rs. 25 to Madhu Barui of Aditya-
pur; the debt was contracted to buy
the pair of bullocks.”

How much dhan did you sell ?

“Rs. 127

Did you sell or buy any cattle ?
“No.”

Did you do any trade ?
“No.”

Did you or any of your family do any service
and earn anything ?
“My two boys earn about Rs. 9 2 month
in some months (6 months).”
How did you meet your bazir cost ?
“By the earnings of my sons and also
occasionally selling rice.”
How did you pay your rent ?
“Not paid for this year, but for last by
selling dhan.”
Have yguN borrowed any money this year ?
0.”
Have you saved any ? -
“No.” )
“There are 12 houses in our village, 4 are
better off than I am. There are some
poorer than I am,”

Exaxrie 34, —Snyro,

Shuto Dunga, son of Gunai, of Barakandi, par-
gana Baniachung. ‘ :
How many members does your family consist of ?
10 members—
8 brothers.
3 wives,
1 mother.
. 3 children, -
What area of land do you hold Yor tillage or
razing ? : '
“2 bals, held ryotwari, land not good.
" Grow “dhan “on 90 kidars, mustard-

‘seed on 4 kidars, sold mustard-seed
worth Rs, 15,
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What amount of food grains and what v:ﬂ.uo of

other producé’ do you ruise on anaverage off your
1 .o ; |
aund in a year: L. ( ‘

Jar “ Dhan got about 80 maunds, musiard
sold Rs. 15 worth and kept seeds.

: ay 9

MWhat rent and revenune do vou pay | it e

Anrual vent  including local rate 1

Rs. 18, -

What espenses have you incurred in hire

labour ? - , )
“ No bired "labour employed exccptfm'
cutting dhdn, 3 bundles taken for
i 5 T
« every 20 bundles cut.
. o) Y 3 ¥ \d 3 !1'-
What amount do vou spend in a year 1{1 yfx‘m
chase of necessarics which you cannot produee

-our land ? ) ) .
o “TIn all Rs. 5, inclading cost of clothes,

&e.” o |

"hat kind of house do you live in L
W “Two liouses, one for catfle, and onberf;);

oursclves, the latter 1 14 hatsﬂ“'\l" !

hats, a partof it is partitioned off as :
cook-room.” - o

What quantity of cattle or other live stock do

' Yossess ? e
yorl « 4 bullocks, 1 cow and a calf.

. e
' ther property do you possess?
! What % A s!l)naﬁ boat worth about Rs. 12.

t.stock of grain ha\*g you? - '
Whe “Havegdh{m likely to take us till
Kattik.” o
How do you dispose._of! any surplis _mcomf,
whether by hoarding, lending, or investing in orns
.Y .' R
ments? « gl . | |
What mrﬁioy have’ ygu‘ spent on yout son's or
Janshter’s marriage ¥
T eNiL” ‘
ot aro your debts and to what are they
My due? ' N
O I have debts to the extent of about Lis.
150:——Myajan Rs. 63, Taz Mu‘ham-:
mad Rs. 36, rest all small debts of

oA Rs. 2, 4, 5, &e.
How much dhan did yon sell ?
* None, ™

Did you sell or buy any cattle ?
+ “None.” .
Did you do any trade? .
.a’ (43 mo' kA .
.]')‘id you or any of your family do any service

AN . "
*and enrn anything ? .
‘gmﬂ “One of my brothers does scrvice, he

l‘ ‘ﬁ gots Rs. 24 to Rs. 30; another goes in
o a boat as a partner in trade of dhan.
el . ., i
Howdid you imeet your bigdr cost ? )
. ¥ ¥5 [rom what was earned by service, and
& also sometimes by borrgwing.

How dl“%ﬁ-:itygrsg{;; mustard seed.”.
Have you botikowed any money this year P .
“ Nore By borrowing.” ¥
Have yoy \;”‘v,?d ix\xg ‘ _,
ae ~ ?&"L o Ray Momaw Dhwead

b



APPENDIX D.

» 3 -
4 ITS AND VEGETABLES, WILD AND CULTIVATED, USED HY THE ASSAMESE.

M -
s A Cultivated Vegetables. . ,
7 ¢ . . -~
.PAI.ANG (Bera VULGARIS; LIN.N.)-—-VAH annunal grown in patches of homestead. The leaves
young shoots are boiled generally in khér water and eaten with rice as a spinach. )
, 2. SUREA Sag (RuMEX VESICARIUS, LINN.)—The name literally means d i
A . : : ry spinach,
““apnnal grown in patches of homestead. The leaves and young shootsyare boiled yaegeral(;y w;‘%l?
salt and eaten with fioe as akind of spinach. s
" 8. Pui=Bor- Punar=Puronr (Baskrua atBa, LiNn)—A twining perennial plant with a
succulent red sim, ‘grown in patehes of ;hon_xestead and generally made to climb up a trellis of
bamboo; [iw‘laves and stalks are sometimes hoiled and eaten as a spinach with rice, and some
fried in 9)1* <
4,+°NanUR (ALLIOM SP. probably Sarivuu, Linn.)—The common garlic. Grown in patches of
homsstéad, but not very commonly. The bulb is eaten raw or boiled as a condiment, but it is more
generally uséd as a medicine for cattle. .
5. Pyaze=PoNARU (ALLIUY probably As0ALoN1oDM, WILLD.)~—Grown in patches in homestead
Jand. This and the nahurare the only onioys I have found grown by the ryots in Asgsam, none
of the species appear to be very commop. ‘The bulb is eaten raw or boiled. ’ :
6. SoaN BakHAR=SUroLI=DBHOGIIRA==JIRA (FoENICULUM VULGARE, LiNN,)--Found in
patches in homestead land. The seed is eaten bm[ed»as a condiment with other vegetables, Not
« very extensively grown. . A
7. KaraJira (N1GELLA saTIva, LINN.)—Aun annual grown in patches on homestead land. The
seeds are eaten w'it‘h other vegetables, but whether as a condiment or whether as a medicine for colds
is not’ quite certain. * W ) - ’ .
‘s, %;mzLAr (BRrassioa Nigua, Kocn.)—A tall annwal with flowers exactly ‘like that of the
mmoffuustard of commerce, grown.in patches everywhere in homestead land. The leaves and
““tender shoots are hoiled in khdr water and eaten with rice-as a spinach, '
9. Larra (MALYA VBRTIOILLATS, Laxw.)—An annual grown in patehes in homestead land. The
lopves and tender shoots are boiled and eaten us spinach with rico. Very generally ysed,

10. («y Jari BENGANA=DBor’ BENgans,
- () Bexakra, @ .-
s ,;(o; Por BErGAXA, o o
Threa varisties grow! iyepamtcl_y or together on patches of homestead; sometimes in a small feld
lﬁmfﬁf *Bengana Las Jarge frnit, the Bengana small fruit, and the Pol .Bengana
“still smallor {ruit, often wbﬁé and growng in clusters. The iruit is caten fried in oil, or rbasted aund
with salt, or boiled in khd¥agter, or boiled with salt. The ordinary English name is Brinjal, or egg,
plant  VeéFy widely coltifiledige, M ‘ e w
. *11.  Bararg Brsoays (IRCOPERSIOUM RSOULENTON, Mirier)—Grown in patches of hompsténd,
but not very commdn, #xcepiifeny tow'ns',ﬁ 4 ﬁ;@p‘g‘js eaten, and always in some. one *af the -
ways maﬁ;qmd_nnder 10. The .Enghsgt’foxyto.w S . pi
RETY Duagur! (SoraNus: Inpicuy,  awn.)—Grow

-

}(SOLANUM MELONGANA, LINN,)—

of faringati land.

n on patches of honrfsstg;d land;"-
y as thal of the Jati Bengana, ofton chesed 1

) -;_ he fruit {s eaten in thq. sag

‘ {4 e\g,*? : . e -’&‘:’*:" . T s ,4,‘?:%.' 4 a® v P

- 18y DHEMLU==JsLuk1A (CaPSICUK Aﬁw, Wirep.)—Red pepper, grown generally 03..,%&639&@' oA

Bf homenteady RE S.Q;mﬂes..alao on faringati Tand: In Lower Assani..red pepper is %3?*% " gﬂi‘

mf”inﬁ Jpper Assam Jalukia, The fruit is gggd ‘generally as o condimendt in curriggggms 1 “3@)180 ition’
rjee, There are ,many_,_‘vari_eh_e’s,i"‘i.g‘%: VIR S Loy R R

ooy -

RJ,’ s

Eiws A e sioms oo ‘s

raswy Ijee, 1 man, el

14, k,«n’{maﬁ%ﬁu { Momorpica oHARANTIA, gepo - -
or housefia miestead. The fruit is ey and cqniic ored . wholesdme, It i¥Baten gus; BT
3 (fn g ' b L . AR R 32 04 . ¥ . LI NG n
st boilg in KE o LE e WA g TR

365 Bocs Liv (Lapenanih Seen & SuatBom). 34 cregper trained over the roofs.
i on bambge trellis wilk, The. ¥ ggn’ch id'a kifgd of gourd, is _‘cuvypﬁg‘gﬁaté S ;
- boiled in%Ehgr wateryaa¥ boiled:geith sal: The young tops are alig somdbidlay Frie WMo 4
i khir waté® .1t is one of the:#y gest Wdditions to the ordinary“sheal of rige,, o

16, Ra( Y”M:JJA.O (BBRINCARE pia, i@{\‘vi).——-’Siﬁéﬁlar to ;»?b”b\?e}‘"bﬂ’ AR P:

in the same WAY ga Lo, o+ s RN

o YRR -
.

jrows and is eatén Ly, e s
' : & PEPO, . Bi)ya-A creeper. cons dhidy
17. . Kompa (Dvounnyra rreo, Welidde-A creeper. y, Gife
1 over the valler.~ %ﬂﬂ‘%ﬁt’ whlciluls.‘;.‘rgo ﬁdhe@m usually st
s P rows of these gqnﬁ‘f;pe iy ﬁ} N
ind boi g, or -
4

1d it js;gembon to, _
oo, 445 Gp into sk M and box%ed«:w,’g

R ‘,i

- o{-.»

1x h
sleqtia;. and Were thelefore not
tAgg wePhknamh e requse.
2 - Tvi 2
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18. DBrOL=BuATRERELA=—=BHATRARREL (LUFFA ZBeYpTiaca, Mi ' | : : ied in oil. Iti
: . LLER).~—A cresper N (LEUCAS LINIFOL1A, SPRENGL.)—The young tops are usually fried in oil. Ifis nob
the roofs of houses, and also sometimes in sugarcane fields, but. f,requently fonnd wilt(’i? rl(;: ?m(;:?: eaten4§5' itls)ellz? :g’kt,he flavour is bitte;, but generally with Khuturia and in small guantities.

eaten sometimes boiled as a curry, and sometimes in kbdr-water. Qcoasi it 1 : iod in o
: . AR E e . onally it is cut up g i 14 —_— o re § imes fried in oil, and
into a mash like spinach, or fried in oil. This is a very favourite vegetable. v P »nd bodeq 47. Bporus (CHENOPODIUM ALBUM, Linn.)—The young shoots are sometimes ’

; = i poiled as a spinach with some acid fruit or vegetable or with salt, Sometimes cooked by
over %)9. bURéJHﬁ_(DOL}ICf;)Oi LABLtA.B, anN.})J—A creepgr grgwn c;verywhere on the homestead,uhhieﬂj gf;;%h:ﬁeﬁmes with Khuturia or Konsi. ~ N '
amboo trellis work, but sometimes over houses, on boundary fences and over trees. The fruje ; » 5Y B s L Constantly found, wild
ki i ; i boi i : : - it is ¢ ” Kuar Kagurora=Harr Krurvria (AMARANTUS sPiNOSUS, Lin.)—Constantly
o of e nd i genrally consamed, soetines boied i, ot i b ater, st sy 68 o o BAmedzad. Tholoves and endor. hoots ae el bl wich some tber
. L) . " ‘ o - . 01 va ) 1 y .. . . :
bean, differing mainly in the shape, sizc, and colour of the pod. rieties of thi segetables and with an acid or salt.  Tiot ver_}; comlr)lon';;ls " artl(?letOf foof(‘i .th' £ iversall
20. Beneanr Man (PAASEOLUS LUNATUS, LINN.)—A creeping bean grown like th . : 49. DHEKIA (ASPLENIUM ESCULENTUM, PRESL.)—The young tops o is fern are universally
. . ) e Ur : RS - .
used in exactly the same way. Sometimes,’however, the seelz)dsaonly ar% eaten, either raw zl;lf?il;z used either fried in oil, or boiled as a spinach with #m acid fruit or vegetable. It is probably the

most generally eaten of all the wild vegetables.
V.—The leaves aund stalks are acid and are
21. JoaN=Joani (Carunm carni, Luww.=Caruy Copricum, BestE)—Grown in patches ir ., 50. CaE ﬂR:hEENviA e&?ﬁﬁ; Itso Cr?il‘{'l:[t(;:g[;:q;&ha{fﬁﬁfl Tﬁ};e lsnt i: never u;eolS by itself.
homestead land.  The seed is used as a condiment in curry, also in the preparation of Laru, a sweetmes| boiled with gehnly other veg © i ) pratt ¥
made of rico-and molasses, . ’ 51. #ocHU (COLOCASIA ANTIQUORUM, Scaorr,)—The youug leaves and teuderbpa.rts l_f?f the
: ‘ ) : 4o boi 7 i aci i able. i aten by itself with
(22, Duasia=MuesepRU (CORIANDRUM SATIVUM, LINN.)—Grown in patches on homestead lands stalks sfo boiled by tl;:lxlngeg«es '(I)‘I};ivsvﬁ;az&b'lflids if:u;fn-oro-;':g::id:}se Sometimes eaten by
during the cold scason. The leaves and tender stalks are fried in oil, or roasted, or boiled in khé, 1'109.‘“(1 sometimes With Hsh. o v 8 ) X
water or boiled with salt as a spinach.  The seeds are also nsed as a condiment with,curry. »' 52, LarBorvA=DIn Aavr=Bu1 L‘}NGANI:,EATEARUA (E %II‘YGON%QI ’?:EABRUM',dW ILLD_-t)};“Tlll:’
23. BaBool (CHRYSANTHEMUM C 4 — : : . {oaves and young shoots are eaten boiled, always with other vegetables, and with an acid or with salt,
stead lands durine t(he coldAwe'lther ORONARLUN, L.INN‘) An annual grown in patches in home or in khar water. It is pungent in taste and is only used in small quantities. In Kdwmrap it is used
24. B 1: (My W . L A 1 . as a medicine in fever and is not eaten dtherwise, being believed to be poisontous. ‘
. 3E riacris WALLICHIL, LEsS.)—An annnal or 5§ ' '
The 1 | tender sh . out, Liess.)—An annual grown in patches in homestead lands 53. MaDHUFULONG=MADU SuLENG (PoLvGoNuM MIcROCEPEALUM, DoN.)—The young tops
1e leaves and tender shoots arc generally eaten boiled in khar-water and also fried in oil . : : y = ! i . bl
: ‘ . ) are sparingly used as an acid much in the same way as Chengeri Tenga, boiled with other vegetables.
25. PAx (Prreg Br1LE, LINN.)=- A cieeper commonly called the betel vine, which is generally

. i rer cooked or eaten alone.
trained up betel-palr the ad. ‘es are © , i ) i The plant is pever coo . . . . . -
and withi piecelo} S,Zoifetgﬁf,ff wostead.  The leaves are ehewed together with a pasto formed of limé parL.*—The young tops arc boiled, sometimes with Kochua, in small quantities as a

26, Tamur (Areca Catecnu, WiLrp.)—A hand Im which yiolds th hetel-nut pooton chioly s rotien fish. '

. y» WILLD.)—A handsome palm which yiolds the common.jgtel-nu : 4 — A TIT : : TYRSIE — i
almost universally grown all over the valley. = The kernel of the fruit is eaten as a relish, cithor greor . 3 PHULWB%HRA lfmA gPHL}? O AT TS TRYRSI LORUS}})NEES . .Eﬁ) fA m}f pll?int “;}t]h
or dry, at'any time except at meals. *banelies -1 red floers, grown often as a hedge to the homestead, but generally found wild in tho

. _The flowers, which are bitter, are eateh in small.quantities boiled in khar water or fried in 6ik
27. Monisa (AmaranNTUS GANGETICUS, LINN.)—Grown in patches on homestead land. The

; ¥ genprally eaten with rotten fish.
leaves and stalks are fried in oil or boiled as a ‘spinach with some acid fruit or vegetable, or witl y oo By ‘ °

in oil or boiled.

salt. 56. Jaxaatt Bia Lancani—Bin Drpxia {Asriatioy sp,)~—The young tops of this fern are
- ‘ iled in small quantities with other tablés and g Iy in kbgr water. The.flavour is pungent
28. Haum (Scientific name unknown).—Grown in paiches of homestead land, The leave: }:ﬁﬁeit 11: Ifevgr i?s‘edl by itsZﬁ‘_ ot vegee ;s and gencrally in K wa . e.gfl~ ® PHRES
and stalks are generally fried in oil. R .
. 57. Mowoa.—I was un%b‘le to identify thiz. It is said to grow in marshy land and to be used in
tch29' éll‘)ﬁteorl'u (NICOTI{:NA TﬁBACUM, Reicas.)—The common tobacco, grown very generally ir ourry. o ; . e
atches, ‘mer " usi i e oA , e : 514 .
- Eomm?n. eaves are both chewed aod smoked, but the former method of using them is thy <.+ 58, Dorox (Fagoryrum EscuLeNtUM, MoENoH).~The leaves and tender shoots are, boiled as
L apl h ' I i RS
30. ApZ (Zwvaser orricnaLE, Roscor.)—Ginger, occasionally grown in patches on the homo fpmact : ’ e 1 . L g
stead. = The root is used as a condime,nt. ge vE pa - C.——'Cult}vated Fruits, L B
B81. Tivam (Cucumis sarives, WiLLp.)—The common cacumber, widely grown and cut up and 59.. Kow (Musa sapieNToM, WILLD),—The common plantain, of which very numefous*¥arieties
eaten boiled as a curry, : . exist. The Lgst are the (a) Malbhag (8) Pura and (¢) Ban Tulsi Kgl,in none of whic%re‘seeds
:82, 38, 34.—DBANGHI, MABIGOHA, and OHISRAL dre species of melon I was unable to get identified. zt; ﬁgsgaia :fai?ﬁzzu;t ) .Umvprsall; grown everywheré, - Bl esihn:qpe fruit, the fgﬂo ’?‘F‘Pm”
_ vy i : ; M) ' Faanael '-r ) " . ,‘I'_"v,.'x..,. W, . ~E . .
: B.—Wild Veg dabkg. : o {#) * o interjgy of the'stem! This is cut ugai boiled either alone’ or with other vegetables
85, Konsi=Pica Kari (SoraNum nigruM, LiNN.)—The leavés and tender tops are eaten T VS asacurry, . & g
generally with Bhotua_ or Khuturia, boiled as a spinach. The berries, which are called ohpoha, are M (b The -immature fruit. Thisis remov g W o eac};’jmit‘is not fnuch thicker than a man’s .-
when ripe eaten by children. Often found growing wild in the homestead itself, . thumbgtt up into slices und hoiled; hs, 4 curryy ™ S o %; |
> 86, Maws Mum (HyprocoryLe Asiatica, LinN.)—The leaves and tender shoots are boiled 60. Katman (ARTookrrup trEGRIFOLYN WitLiRy—The tommon Jdeyftreé. Largely grown in -
with other vegetabk}s as a ﬂngouring substance. It is believed to be beneficial in cases of diarrhes. almost all Homesteads, and the fifait.a fayoqitdé&i'ti(g]i' f diet. . oA ",‘ L
Grows luxuriantly in the rains. ’ o 61. Ax (MaxcirEra Inpiok] Witeok—The cdmmon mango. - Tbigﬂ‘lﬁ'ee isnot so " génerally
.. 87. KamMav (lroM@a ERIOCARPA, BR.)—A: waker plant of which the leaves and stalks are grown in Assam.as it Is in Upper IndglhW¢ tha-fruit,$en-wben i xiptysptéperly generally contains
boiled as a spinach et eaten fried in oil. - . one or more beetles. The unripe frmit/§Wever, is vergtlargly eatym, sorgdtinres raw with chillies and
38. MATI-GADURI==NETHENI (ALTERNANTHERA 8EssiLis, Br.)—The young shoots' are eaten salt, sometimes boiled, IR s T s S

R i ' R n ) . .
usually fried in oil. Sometimes it%s cooked with Khuturia. d62. Jarrar TnoA (Brzooksrus sAlSER 11;?; Loy, probfiily ). —Occasiontily grown in home-
89, MatMATI~MarMARATI (VITIS 0ARNOSA, "WALL.)~The od s stends. The fthit when ripe is eaten alone, Bat whert nnripe is boiled with othdr vegetables to give
and eaten either by itselt or with (Ether Vegetab]es; or witl? fish. e young tops are boiled 23 a spinach them an acid fgvour, : ' b e ; -

TR . © oy A
63. Davnix (Punica eRawaToM, Liny.).—The common pomegranate. Ocqagmnallyvgrown in

belo v?g'r . ﬁggg:l(taanNT§:?:‘gzﬁifgf;ﬁ%{l’ ({‘{NNj;)h_'-The t;z;oung top and the two leaves immediately the homestead for it§ fruit. Fy
. iled in khar water. ) . s R T 'y
41. K8UTURIA (AMARANTUS cAuDATUS, LiNx.)—The tender to 64. " LETEEA (BACCAUREA SAPIDA, MUELL-ARG).—The ripe frait is-eaten: Viteelf, - .

41. K= A : 8 are eat i i
or fried i oil. It is eaten either by itself or with Konsi or Bhotua. d e botled a3 spinach
42. MEepELU==DaD16DIGA (CAsSIA TORA, LiNN.) ~The young

A o HDIGA , shoots
<aten in small quantities boiled in khér water with other vegetables. It is not ‘;’;2 4 %yf?t:el}eaves are

43. KaTH ALU=ParNI ALU=MATI ALU (DIOSCOREA BULBIFER
: : A A, Lixn,
and derives its first name from the resemblance of the root to a piece’ of wo

65. ATEPHOL (ANONA RETICULATA, LINN).—~Two varieties of Ateplto] are groén} in homestead 7
lands, but a specimen of ouly one was sent to beddeniified. In both the ripe fruit is alone used
and generally eaten by itself, ‘ . : '

. 66. Bor THEKERA TrNga ((ARCINIA PEDUNOULATA, RoxXB.).—A large tree found wild_é.s-_%i&ll‘
)~The plant is a yam, as often grown on the homestead. The fruit is used unripe, ripe, add-dried. It is acid and is sormé-

beiled in kh&r water or with an acid, or fried in oil, od. The root is eaten times boiled with vegetables to give them a flavour, and sometimes eaten qpcooked' with fish.

44, BrOTMULA=SBUBLATH (GYNAN . : 67. Kusi THEKERA TENGA (probably only & variety of (ABCINIAPEDUNCULATA).--This is a
in khair water in small quantities (with otllx);ozzxgitl;%ll?sfmﬁll?: ,aﬂ.C.):dThe tend":'.h“t? are boileq smalletv. tree than No. 66, and its(fﬁhitais();nore ygenerally iged. The ripe Fruit is frequently cat into
and diarrhma. . 0 used as a medicine in headache slices ad dried and used as anacid to flavoumyegetables anfl‘-’ﬁgll- S ‘ BT

. 45, MoBoLiA~—THOTHANI ( STELIARIA MEDIA, Liny.)—Th, p™ Somibomioy. - '
. . ] X . o loa o — . . N sdentift R
boiled in khér water, sither by themselves or with ;'ish. ) ‘ ':‘ “nd fendér stalks are eaton ¢ At%ﬁ;dmm:hnes:nt ;f Odcn:t"::v o ‘Ei‘fﬁ'ﬁ?f oudeigelntiﬁeg? but there is another variety, whioh is probably
: R Anona squamosa, Willd,, sud wgﬂ )

T

h the custard apple of Upper India.
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68. O Tevar (DrrLLENIA Ixpica, -Lirwn.).—Occeasionally planted in the homestead, but more
often met with wild. The fruit. is eaten raw, sometimes with salt, sometimes with molasses. 1t is
also boiled with salt and taken with rice. .o B '

+ e 7 S . .
~ 69 *RapaB Tenga (probably CrTRUS DRCUMANA, Lasx)—If Citrus decumana, L., shen this
is the pommelo, commonly grown for its fruit. : |

70. SamrHirs TENGA=SANTARA TeNga (probably Cirrvs avmawrioM, Lisw).—If Citrus
aurantinm, L., then this is the orange, cowmmonly grown for its {rnif. L : trs

. LN
.

r A -
71. ra TENGA (CrrRUS MEDICA, LINN,, probably v \ .y ol e
; i; " ( 0 ) o pro Mb"\ b\; ir. ACibAL)—A\ largelime grown forits fruit.
2. ¢ TuNGA (CITRUS MEDICA., LINN.—probably var. uMoNUM.)—A | .
ar. LIMONUM, i -
fruit. ¢ me grown for its

(E I’ONIALM(FLACOURTL\Sl‘.mprobzﬂﬂy . cararmracra, Witrnop)—F
o . Lo . b WACTA, 10)—~Found on the
and also wild. Cultivated for its fruit, which is geuerally eaten alone. homestead

3 J (XUYAV —~The g . .. ’
74. Maprurram (Pswivs Guvava, L)—The guava, grown for its fruit very gencrally all over
the vallev. v . A 3

75. MATI‘ Karnsn (ANANASSA SATIVA, _L‘\'\'-)~—Tho pine-apple.  Very lareely  grown b
homesteads.  The Assanese name means eround juck-frait. . Joy X

76. Twrerr (Tamarivous Inpiea, Winto)—Thisis the tamarind, occasionally found on hom
stead lund, bur not very commeon. The froit is acid, and is wsed as u flavourine in curri qm(‘
with other vegetables. o ' oI curries an

17, Mopuruar=AMrira = (Cavica  varava, Tovixer.)—The 1’:1[.ﬁm Largelv o ,
its fruit.  Modhphal is the name m Lower Assam, an'l Awmrita in Lpper Assam argely grown fo

e
2 fhero s no donbt that the Puminelo is Citrus decumana, L., and the oranee Citrus aveantion? T
certain whother the Jatter is not sometimoes ealfed Babab Fenga. o1 sent o Calentta o s (-L'{(.n(“rll‘ w
given me as Rabab Tenza, and which had boen foraerly identificd by My, C. 1. Clarky -;x\-ﬂwidwntiﬁed
as Citrus aurantiam, - ey |

£ 'g:'%uot. quit
WY ag) bee
i

+ There ave two wore varietics of Cifrus medica. Linn. (1Y var. ueea. the citron, aud (4): var l'n«j
Time, whivh e algo probably crowa on Lomestedlls, hut [ vaw analie 40 proeure Hp('c'ihu'nv ' .

é

- X
- Nogx.
The i Terent vays it which vighthbles are renerally cuoked aré given holow @

1% Fied in ol (Phaji)—The ol is always wnstard. Hiiv mathiod i .
( 4‘(‘/}:“ a)m (“,(.;1{,21 A ys quntar bt ehis wythoc of "‘_“‘(\“\A ixonly sensrally ndopted by the

2y Boiled, dencrally in hoiling tice and tlien eaten with salt ar oil.

: i in water with some agd frudt or v W N ,
() Boiled i o \Qg{‘,ﬂﬂ))e (lﬁnyu) or with salt nrﬂ_\'. Foten tise .\‘]vilv:\('\\ {

(&) lioasted Bn a covering of Joaves, then eaten with oil and salt. or with salt nlone Lyl
(5) Boiled in khiw water, which i& prepared hy filtering wager thiron 1 hes T
. .

< of the lantain,

3
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