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No. 5
Cavrcury 28vd June 1848,
From ‘ - e ~
= H.V. CONOLLY, Esq, |
) ‘ Collector of Malabar, \ o
To - R \ N
J. F. THOMAS Esq., o :
, ‘ Chief § Secrefar-t to G’overnment
- * Public Department,
. ‘ . 'rFori Saint George.
Sm,

1 mave the honor to ‘submit w report from my Head Ass:stant
Mr. Robinson, on the general condition and prospects of such of the
Laccadive Islands as are under the rule of the Beebee of Cannanore.

2. Mr. Robinson, in treating on a subject of which little is known, and
which he has had peculiar opportunities, from local investigation, of
mastering, has entered into considerable and varied detail. ~But the
matter of which he treats is one affecting the interests and happiness of
a large body of people who have never before enjoyed such a means of
making their grievances known ; and the labor of studying what Mr.
Robinson has drawn up with anxious and sclf-denying solicitude will,
I am sure, be cheerfully accorded by his superiors, who will know how -
to value the remarkable zeal and diligence which have distinguished
that gentleman in the prosecution of a very arduous daty.

3. The immediate cause of this gemeral report is as follows:—An
address was presented to me in 1846 by certain of the inhabitants of
Ancatta, one of the Beebee’s islands, complaining of various oppressions
under which, as they asserted, they, in common with their fellow
islanders, labored. The subject appeared to me to be beyond my
jurisdiction, and I gave an endorsement to that effect. The address
(herewith returned) was then forwarded by the islanders-to the
Government, who, under date the 2Ist August 1847, transmitted
it to the Collector of Canara and myself, with instructions to inquire
into its allegations. This order was received about the timé when

Dndor the orders of M1+ Robinson, was preparing to visit the Lacca-
Government of the24th  dives in order to ascertain the amount of
August 1847. injury -which they had received from the storm
‘of April 1847. The opportunity was too seaqonable to be lost,



2 .
»and Mr. Robinson, in thaking the researches for which he was particu-
larly designed, took advantage of his visit to acquire such information
as wonld enable us to answer the Government call on the general

. questlon

4. Mr. Robinson commences with the hlstory and deseription of the
Laccadive Islands, and especially of those still under the Beebee’s sway.
Formerly the wholé group was so, but four of the islands— Chetlat,
Kilten, Kadamut, and Ameny—were taken away from her by Tippoo,
. and, since his fall, h'we remained attached to the Collectorate rof
Canara. :

The mhnblted jslands still remainin g to the Bnebne are five in
number—Androt, Kalpenni, Kowraty, Ancuatta, and Menakay. She has
" also threeislands—Suhely, Bin garam; and Tingaram-—which, though not
fixedly inhabited, are more or less cultivated, and are valuable besideg,
for their fisherios.

5. The state of Androt and K.alpenm which were almost uttex ly
destroyed in, the hurricane of last year, hos already been dwelt on in
Mr. Robinson’s special report of the 7th February last.. Attempts are
being made by the Becbee to recover therm, with what success remains
to be seen. There are still about 900 persons out of 2,500 in the
former, and 460 out of 1,600 in the latter island ; but almost all of them
poor and struggling.

In Kowraty and Ancutta, which were little 1nJured by the storm,
thero is a population 0f 2,000 and 1,500, respectively.

Menakay Mr. Robinson was nnable to visit, but his information leads
him to believe that it has a flourishing population of some 2,000.

6. The whole of these islands are of coral formation, and partake of
the usual characteristics of islands of that nature. They are thickly
planted with a superior description of cocoanut, the husk of which
yields a cable of a fine quality. They have generally extensive fisheries
and cowry banks. Holothuri ia and tortoise shells can be collected to a
considerable extent. S

Bat the people, however favored by natural circumstances, are in
any thing but a bappy condition. The. fiscal rules of the Beebee
weigh on them most heavily. The whole of their products are mono-
polized by her at rates far below their market value. ~ Her monopoly
is kept up with as much rigor as possible, and the least  infringement
of it is pumf-hed with all the severity which her position as’an uncon-
trolled severeign can give her. -In addition to this monopoly the
islanders_ are saddled with all sorts of irregular cesses. Fees have to

Fide Mr. Robinson's: ‘be paid for liberty to act as pilots to Arabian and

repert, peras. 176 to  other vessels, for the privilege of wearing per-
162, wnd pors. 200 gonal ornaments, &c. Al local appointments

SRR
are sold, and the buyer has to ‘recover his purchase mbixey and
support himself (for the pay is almost nominal)
in the best way he can.. Other grievances, one
of the greatest of which is the mode by which the people are made the
bond- credltow of the Beebee in her double capacity of merchant and
sovereign, are detailed by Mr Robinson, who
shows, as I believe, with all truth, that all the
evxls of unchecked native mismanagement with regard to fiscal arrange-
ments are seen in these islands in full play. But still worse remains,
The Judicial system is equally bad with the fiscal, with which indeed it
s closely allied. Justice is-administered by- -parties of little weight or
chmacter whose chief aim seems to be to turn their power and the
people’s faults to profit. Almost every sort of
crime has to be liquidated by the payment of a

Paras. 199 to 205.

" Paras. 193 to 195,

’ Paras, 208 to 211.

«““'ﬁne which goes into the cofiors of the Beebee or the local officers,
according to its greater or smaller amount. '

w ' The Beebee, on being called on by me some time ago to report how
serious crimes were dealt with in her islands, insisted that none’such
had ever been committed, an assertion which, as relating to a popula-

- - tion of many thousands of people who, however primitive; have yet

- suflicient intercourse with the world to know its vices, was evidently

" very improbable, and one that ab all events could not be relied on as

security for the fature.

The Beebee’s attempt to repress inguiry was hatural enon gh, whatever

may be-said of its wisdom,
From Joint Magistrate, dnted 6th October 1847,

I‘o o SM , , do. oth  dor ao " Her proceedings in her judi-
sst. Magistrate, ¢o. 12th  do. do. cial capacity cannot a
From . do. 0. 26th January: 1848, P . y . b always
%Jmnt M,:}gmrm' do. 97th  do. - do. - bear examination. I enclose
om 0. do. . lst Febroary do. . i i
o o Gor g Hebruazy do. some English papers which

_From - do. do, 9th do. ° do. -Will show thet her punish-"

: ~ ments are ab times of an
outrageously arbitrary nature. It will be seen that in a.case whers
#ome parties were found guilty of having stolen some rice in a time of
scarcity from her island stores, the ministers of justice were sent to
confiscate the whole of the property belonging to the delinquents’ house,

" a process which wag carried out with such force and brutality as to

render it doubtful whether one or more unoffending parties, who
happened to be in the devoted house, had not had their lives shortened -
by the indignity and violenee to which they were subjected. Thig
‘ ‘ instance, it will be observed from Mr. Robinson’s

" Para. 210. . Y
report, is mot a singular ome. This peculmrly

* eastern mode of confiscation has a local and fixed demgnatxcm in the -,

- Literally ylundonnz' islands (Cowmchv) . R -
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The who!e system, both ﬂ«cal and Judwml it no doubt utterly faulty,
:md cs.llg loudly for Govornmpnt interference. Matters indeed have
‘come to such a pass that some interference is

o Th"y bwo Losi strong- inevitable,” The islanders in general have become

i pending. the consider-

1y urged by Mr, Rnbm-
son and myself to romain thoronghlv discontented with the Beebee's rule,

I i s -
quict end submislve - ond. nothing but the mixed fecling of hope B.nd
‘(‘}t;‘;‘;rgxi;‘:f“ case by * fear which they bear towards the British Govern-
R ment prevents them from at once openly throwing

‘ oﬁ' her yoke Asit is, her authority is evaded and her rights mfnnge}‘i

in-every way that cunning and obstinacy can invent. - Much of the
. island products is gold surreptltmuel;r, and much is kept by them in
_their ‘homes, in place of being broughi} O‘\'E‘T to. be dehvowd to the
Beebee at her ruinously low monopnlv pric'es. : e :
, The Beebee, who plumes herself grea,ﬂy on her: posxhon 28 . BOVEr-
elgn of these petty isles, is extremely mdwnant with her contuma’
.cious subjects, and wishes the Lovernment o aid her with the strong
h:md n recovemng her power,  This, as 1 have explained to her, is, !
am convinced, a vain expectation. - She had much  better, 1 have ven-
ture& to hint, take into consideration the desirableness of offerigg: to
" give up these islands in exchange for some fair eguivalent. But this

* idea her pride will not allow her to entertain for a moment, and I have
_ mot pressed a matter which, of course, can only be debermmesl by

Government. -
But my ‘firm unpresswn is th.z.f, tbore is 10 other way in thch the

" affair can be satisfactori]y settled. The Bechee, whatever her promises

and intentions may be at present, and, under a feeling of the-insecurity
of her position, she eXpresses, though in a very vague manner, her
resolution to redress all grievances and wmake the people quite happy,

cannot be trusted to give the 1slfmdon sach liberal terms as are just

- and reasonable, * She has not the means of furnishing them with a
~proper judicial ‘executive. H{*r police. system .must, I think, be
thoroughlj, char\ged a.ml the hcml gystem can hardly e*nst mthout
ﬂs a1d h " Si

¥ The Government wdl fice, b it re&ex‘enca to pasb records, thab the

i ‘Appendix to Mr. anomalons and miserable condition of the Beebee's

‘ Robinson's  report, 2 subjects attracted such notice 53 years ago that
shatract of ~which -

_given -in 'paragra,phs it was resolved by ‘the Gavernor-General in Coun-
260267 i¢il and the Courd of Diréctors that they should be
set free from her oppressions. . More lmpartmm atters seem to have
thrust the subject out of npotice, and the liberal intentions of the
Supreme Government and Court were in time lost sight of. -

8. At the Lapqe of .53 years the need of Government interpositior
‘seems still more requisite than it was bhen. and 1 would re@pcctfully
suggest that it be now afforded. - e e :

The details of the measure can “be; settled afterwa.rda. T Seé oy,

% The Besbee's olaim 68 5 privato Jand.  8TERY, dli‘ﬁcultxes af preeenb Thé‘ o

ovwner would not be affected by the change - *
oyt Sive wonld stan de ° chango vBeebee, as . Soverelgn, ' pays: us.
. pect on the same footing as she does with 10, 000 - TUpees a year as . the haif ot

regnrd to her coast (Cannanore) estates,

i.e., she would make her own arrange:-.. her net prOﬁtS from th() mIMdS .

menti forleasnilgherfp}x;xvate grounds, and All We ghould" have to do then,

mere - B

mere Zﬂn:s;:: aro of herront to Govern- g far a9 the momey part is con-
11t is probabla. (and natural) that the cemed W()uld be to rehnqmsh this %

: Beebeewxll claim some diminution of this. ’demandf and allow her 10 000 4

trik‘ite in consideration of the heavy logses

experienced intwo of her finest islands—-+ -
Androtand Kalpenni—by last year’s storm. rupees more’ we takmg in - 'ex r
In this case the woney arrangemwt may' change for this- 20 000 rapees such

be modified accordingly. .revenue as the islands, under a fair

-system, conld pr oduce No bette:p system could be introduced than
A_thmt which at’ presont 13 ‘fonnd to work so well in the sister islands
“attached to Canara, a summary memorandum regarding which will- be o

found in one of Mr. Robinson’s Appendices. - ,
9 Mr. hobmson is of opinion that the loss in money to our Govem-~7' :
~-ment from this arrangement would , 'be inconsider-

Paras 233 and 234. :
able, if any, even in the present depressed

~state of the islands, and eventually it is most probable we should be
~ geiners. DBut his and my recommendations are based, and will no

doubt be weighed, on higher considerations than those of meré¢ revenue .

—on considerations which affect the welfare of a cons1demble body of

mdustrmus, timid, and suffering people, . . -~ SRR
1 have the“%lonor to be :
SOBir,
Your mos t obedient Servant
e H V:CONOLLY,
e : ("allprtm'. :




Heap Assistant CoLrrcror’s OFrroy,
e Paremavr, 19¢h May 1848,
* From : o '

" . W. ROBINSON, Esq., -
T  S : Head dssistant Qollector of Malabar,
o
R H V CONOLLY qu, S
2L e Collector of Malabar
S, ‘

I HAVE the honor to lay before you the result of the observatxons
Bepors Co and inquiries into the state of the Laccadwe group,
which I was enabled to make dumng my late
tour round these islands. :
~ 2. Having on a former ogdasion reported on that poxtlon 05: the
: c.mrmea to Cunps. gTOUD w]nch is ‘attached to the district of Ozmam
moreIelands. - T will confine myself generally to: tha de%crtpt:on
of the islands still cnder the Becbee of Cannanore.
;8. My attentmn was particularly directed to the obsewatlon of the
Sub(gctg - general features and characteristics of the group,
: N"*w‘”al features. * . and the appearance, formation,’ sme, &c J of the
“mlands -which I propose to describe separately. . ' ,
“ 4 Theu' natuml and vegetable productions of economxcal or commer-
S Olfi.l value were carefully inquired into, and accurate
: Pwdum " roturns formed of the extent of their staple—the
cocoanit tree. I secured, also, carefully-formed returns of the popula-
tion, &c., of the several islands, Up to thls time no sbatxstmal infor-
- mation abont them had been obtained. - g
‘ 5. I dlrected as mach attentlon a8 the nature of my spectal duuy
0 P would adnmt of, to an mqmry into the' general
History Gf m’ gmup - history of the group; both prior and subsequent
to their conzexion, with the Beebee of Cannanore ; for it illustrates. the
origin of the fiscal system now. obtammg, and the nature of the Rajah’s
_claims on the people and soil. “This sketch shows, with - reference to
their complaints, the ‘canse of the’ heredxtary and decp-roated. bitter
feeling with which the islanders undér the Beebes of Cannanore pow
contemplate  their depressed - and deteriorabed condltmn, their past
sacrifices, and, what they’ (,on‘nder, the continued aggression ‘of the
Pandaram ; and also the cause of their non- -participation in the liberties
~of their ancestors, and the freedom enjoyed by other Brxtwh Sllbjects on
the coast and.on the adjacent islands of their own group. :
8. To this head. ‘belongs the accident’ which ﬁepma’oea pohtxml}y
feparation  of the the norbhern and sonthern divisions of t,he gmup-—-w
Am'“ny Iﬂa“‘i& i sep;\ratmn thch stﬂl contmue&. e

0 7100 Andret.
W #11. Kalpenui,

7. I paid particular attention to the exr«tmg ﬁscal arrangements and
[

' chal systom. their effect on. the sr txcles of commerceand indus-

revenne realized from the islanders at different pcrlods L
8. Asall the resources of the islands are fettered by fiscal arrange-

"'rade

has probably been limited.  In the manufacture and export of a coarse
jaggery only do these islands enjoy freedom The effect of this will be
noticed under that head. i

9. The monopoly of the supp]y of' salt and tobacco was mtro-

"Monbpoly of the sap- Quced by the Rajah in imitation of fiscal arrange- .
Ply of §0b8009~;» ments on the coast.. The latter, at least is Lept :

up to this day. : .
10. 1 ascerbmnod the character of the general administration mxd

Goneral . administrn.  local government in the sep1rate islands, also the

tion. v T * establishments maintained, and the steps takenand
expeme mcurxed to render the institution efficient, I was also enabled

And “focling “of the  to form an opinion of the state of feeling through-

peoxﬂe ¢ = oubthe group towardb the Beebees .xdnumqtra-
tl()n : R ‘,« &

11 'l‘he coral formations coustxtutmg the Letgeadive g group oecupv a

Gossral demmptmn, space stretching from 10° to 12° North Latitude,

gositioxx of the group, and from 72° to 74° 30" TFast Longitu&e. 'The
a. o .

broad ; the most northerly forma-

1. Belyapany. St
a2 Chgriiplpﬂzzr- }' Ope” reefs; ‘tions bemg the open and danger-
. An extentive reef with « ous
u~8: Botrapar. - -‘ . upinhabitablé™® reef of B"ly apany, the mOSﬁ
: 4 6! ot S l island ; no water.” . southerly the islandsof. Ka]penm
, Chetlat. +
5. Kilten. ™ zlnlmb)ted : mlands and Suheh’f ])’mg neaﬂ? on: t}lﬁ
g.'ﬁndnmut. 3 sitached to C:mam. ‘same _line of lamude, but 90 or
. ‘Ameny. o )
8, 'Agatyy' with " ' 5 100 miles : apart Tt is character-
Bigaram, ey i
- Tingaram, A istic of this group that the shoals

79, ‘Rawraty.

Gannancre.’; .

. Tslands belc;iigingf to ‘the

: x"iz & k} . An léxtagﬁifa eS'
; , Bokely, ef with two - ;
| tEe RuRely ;'fn allzqmnd’a’ 8 miles apart—and thus the small
. 13. Pannla Para 1 E] nnmberof recfs and islands shown' -
Soand o Open reefs 5
& u Bamy. ., 1 o) & inthe margm covers & very Iarge

. space.

try of people ;as well as' to the details of. their-
management, which are so 1mportant to the prObperIty of the people, and
form a prominent feature in the-catalogue of griévances now urged by
them. A very rough estimate only can: be formed -of the probable

ments, trade scarcely exists as a separate he&d of
inquiry. Smuggling of prohlbxte& -articles even .

A group is ubout’ 140 miles from north to south,
‘ and between the mo&;t easterly and westerly islands; upwardq of 100 miles

generally lie'at cousiderable dis-.
‘tances from ear'h otherma\eldom :
. indeed less than' twenty fo thirty
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12. Several are open reefs, and of those formations on which islands

* are situated the act ual 1slzmd is but a very small portlon of the whole
shoal,

13. Between the reefs the sea is deep and clear. On the Barny
even there are few spots where soundings fall short of 8 to 12 fathoms.

14. The peculiarity of these reefs, with one or two exceptions, is their

Lagoon and  shoal abrupt rise quite to the surface, the formation of
water, - - n patural breakwater, and enclosure of a lagoon
of a greater or less size, within which the water is still in the mést
boisterous weather at sea.  The currents are exceedingly treacherous,
parmcularly to the southward.

15. The chief productions of the shoal water are fish, turtle, cowries,

Their products. ~  and holothuria. The supply of fish depends mainly

Figh. : on the extent of shoal water about each island.
Tts quality is indifferent, fitted.only for Jocal consumption. None is silted
and dried for export on the Laccadive group proper. The larger kinds -
of fish are the kotar—a very large flat fish of a cetatious genus—the
porpoise, and the shark. The flesh of these is eaten, the blubber usecl
in their boats, and the fins of the latter are exported in various quanti-
ties from all the islands. The shark is met more frequently to the
_ northward ; the smaller species are very numerous, but not fine, .-

16 ‘The turtle frequents the shoals—the green turtle (murgan) in

Tortoiss. conmderable numbers ; but the tortoise (amal) is

Fide Note 1. rérer. The former is valuable for 1ts fat,. the
' latter for its shell,

17 Cownes are gathered on all the shoals of the group. They are
washed up and cling to the stones, from which
they are gathered once a month during the neap
tides. 'lhe 1slvmrls remaining to the Beebee have by far .the best
' - cowry banks, and but for fiscal restrictions and
unremunerative prices paid to the collectors would
; annually produce many czmdxes .

Gownes,

.- Vide Note 2,

‘18. Of  the Holothuria, from whloh the Bxche-de Mer of commorce is {
made, there are several species ; one of which only, |
“and that the rarest, is worth manuiacturmg for)
the Chinese market In some of the islands it is more’ plentiful]
than. sin others, ccordmg to the extent of' shaoal

Holotimria

i

" Vide Kote 8.~ i {

‘ S water v N |
. Ambergris. ©

Vide Note 4. 9 Ambergrls is oct,a&mnally met mth i

Coral aod Chanks. 20. Corsl is nob an armcle of trade, and C}laﬂkSi

do not engage much attention,

" Four . principad’ or

" 21 The islands - ﬂcxnemlb he round the east; mde of the shu'ﬂ, and |
General description  VATY from one to threo wiles in length; but’ none

of the istands,” - excoeds one milé in breadth: . Their level ig:
Extent, level, and R

goil. ’ low, no part exceedxng a fow feet ahove high-"
Vids Note 5. water mark ;  their appearance is that of a sand

bank. The soil is light coral s:md and naturauy bavren. -
22, A few feet beneath the surface IS ‘& substratum of ‘coral whwhf ’
Suhsiratam or crust  Siretehes over thewholeisland. It variesin t§1ck- ;
of goral. . . ness, but apparently averages sbont one foob
and a half; within this crast is contained loose, wet sand and fresh -
water. Wells and tanks aro formed by cutting
through this coral covering and removing the
sand, when the fxc.sh water at oncg accumulates. ‘ '
|28 In most of the islands a greater or less extent of this substratam
" Totara or artificial 1#S been quarried out, and the damp subsoil of sand
gardpn Jand. . laid 6pen—ivhich is termed totam or garden. In
the islands of Ameny, Androt, Kowraty, and Kalpenni the totam is of
considerable extent, and irm%h have cost great and continuous exertjon. -
Tradition attributes the totam to the earliest settlers, who are believed

. Wells and fresh water:

- by the people, judging irom their work, to have been ahovo the ordi-
- nary stature. :

24..The least fertile are bhe nor'rhem and wes‘rern Jslands :md tba '
Difference of climate coastward . islands are decidedly tho dampest
and soil. - and finest ; _these are Imlpenm, Andmt, and
Fide Note 6. - Kiltan. - "
95, The staple vegetable production of the islands is the oowanub
Yegetable production.  tree, which grows well in overy part.. 'T'he totum

Cocoanut. a — F
OF the artihcial garden is genera Hy'reeowe& for coarse gmn.l ~such as
Jand. raggheo (a little paddy has been tried in Androt),

pulce banana, yam, and vegetables. The areka tree scems also to thrive
therein.” In most of the islands the bread-frait
Bm‘d'f"‘ﬁt‘ brea, ‘tree grows luxurnnt]y, and in some the lime
‘ tree alqo

‘)6 Universal local tradition points to the times of anarchy a,nd
" History. confusion on the coast which followed the area of
First ogenpation. Cheruman Permal, about 1,000% years ago, as the

time when the prmmpﬂ islands of “this group began to> be occupied.
‘The edrlier and partial occapation is attributed to
accident, but considerable voluntary immigration

‘Vide Noto 7.

: htaé also taken place, especially of the lower classes from the coast.

97. The islands supposed to have been first peopled from the coast
were Ameny, Kalpenni; and Androt, and proba-
Tarawert lalunds. . bly Kowraty also.  The principal inhabitants of

# Majabor Joint Cou‘xmissibners’, Report, puragraph 5.

9
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" the sixtoenth century

_ counexion

L Pide botall.,

’ Melachery Tslands

" which - are to this day Melachety Islands,

‘harbourts of € atch and Arabia.
g 110t then so infested’ by pirates as they subsequently became.

- Bﬂ]&h of Chsnkul. :

‘.bomme dependem, pmbabl) abouf ]54.)-—50

10

these four xslands clmm hlgh caste Hmdu anceqtry-——Ndxrs and eve{
. Namboodries: . The Jower classes, Teers 'md."
- Muckwars—{rom whom the Melachery caste are

descended—-——beqldes setthng on the larger islands as servants of the

- better classes, further peopled esclusively the .
smaller islands of Chetlat, Kiltan, and Agaty,

The sncient inhabitants. of

these three islands probably recognized subjection to those of Ameny.

- 28. The early polity of the group seems to have been exceodmgly

T'ide‘Note 8.

-%. Groap-originally mde- simple. ~ The islands ‘were all independent of
* pendent. each other as to mtemalmamawemen* . Ameny
Fide Note 9. seems to. have enjoyed some. priority (without

. Without . a. mative . authority) over,the whole group, but there never-

prince.
) was, as now in the Maldive group, a native prmce

29, ‘The mternal management was patriarchal, and conducted by -
i Interpal administra-  Bodalal-(chief inbabitant) and the heads of the

on patrigrchal. .

Apparontly no tax- Principal families.. In Ameny a kind of couneil:
ation, . - of four familics seems to have existed. These
little communities appear to have been subject to no compulsory mx
in those early times. : : :

-80. This kind -of mtorml eoonomy seems - to have lasted until the
commencemeut of “their conrexion with. mative

‘V hich poht ¥ Jastedtil)
princes on the coast, about 350 years ago.”

81. The conversion of the inhabitants to the Islam took place about :

/(‘onversmn. - 600 years ago.  Their manners, religion, rules of
1o mhabitants are Mopil- _descent, &o are now precisely those of the Coast -

Vide Note 10 . Mopillah. 'I‘hare is no Hindu on the grovp,

32, The traditions, of the islanders shows that even during the early

* centuries their ancestors carried on an active
trade with the coast of India and the more distant -

The people believe that the seas were °

' Bm*ly tmdmou. .

~'33. The commencement of the connexion of the TLaccadives with the

of - Mative princes of the coast is apparently involved -

the in & good deal of obscurity and intrigue. Bab it
ccxt‘unly was contemporary with, and seems to ;;

Commencement
with
pringes of the coast.

: vhave been n some manner connected with, the first appearance. of the .

Portuguese on these coasts. The Portugnese found
. , the group in a state of independence, and certamly
made a settloment on the istand’ of Ameny. How farcthey estended *
their power over the other islands I could not trace; but they were
shortly exterminated throngh the intrigues of tho
Rajah of  Cherikul, on whom the group then

§ Sl e

. Peshkush. -

. duty of ten per cent,

. Cannanore Rajab.

PN

34 The Cherlkul Ra_)ah afterwards ccnferred Lhe group in Jagbme,
with the title of Rajah on the head of the Mopillah
sect in Cannanore, the stlpulmted‘peshkush being
6,000 fanams a year. T could not fix the date
- of the grant. . ~The Cannanore family is descended
- Fide Note 12. ~from a converted ﬁsher race.

35. This tribute was paid, it is smd by six, Rajahs of the houso of
-~ Cannanore, or till the middle of the’ eightoenth

: Conferred in jaghire
on the Canvanore family
by the Rajah of Cherikul.

annanom family
hecbmes independent century ; when advantage was taken of tho gradaal
snd withholds tribute. - gignemberment of the Cherikul principality to

render themselves inde :pendent, and the former foudatory became the

“inveterato enemy of the Cherikul family, whose downfall was completed
by the invasion of North Mulabar.by Hyder, M. b 941 (1765-66), at

the solicitation of the Rajah of Cannanore. ,
36 1 could not trace the existence of any taxatlon on the islands
Fiseal tazation, while still mdepenaent and managed by their

from. own Modalal (chief inhabitant), ‘During the carly

period of their connexion with the Rajah of Cannanore, the headmen of

froe

the islands were made use of in-the internal -wdmlmstratmn but no

fixed or settled revenue or land tax was exacted.
An export duty (Suskum)on coir,and subsequently
a like duty on the rice imported for home con-
sumption, was, however, soon fixed and formed the

Impm-t and - export

respectively, imposed by

earliest subsidy levied on tho people. These custom duties varied from

six per cent. to ten per cent. of the article itself on which they were

~ charged. The latter rate was at last fixed, and is that at which the

Sunkum or transit duty now stands.

ol Arbltrary contrxbutlom for extmordmary exigencies were occa-
sionally called for: and a considerable casual but

mf;“:&ger sources of o ont.revenue must have flowed iu from the
" Estraordinary contri- nazeranahs exacted on appointment of Kazees, and
"“;3;;‘;81 Nezeranahs. for granting andiences, conferring local titles,
‘ gz;’;fﬁ: L " licenses.to wear jewels and other locul distinctions;

also from fees on the launch of boats; from fines,

*.confiscations and escheats ; from wrecks ‘and various other royalties

which were gradually assumed in imitation ‘of thoso enjoyed by the
Rajahs of the coast. Cowries, tortoise- shell, ambergris, &ec., were

" also claimed at a later period as royalties obtained from the sea, the

people being paid cooly hire only for ﬂshmn' t’nem Theqo royaltxes still
obtain. ; \ ‘ EE .
38 Important proflts must hkemse hwe accrued from the trade of

the prince and capitalist with his subjects on

f .
dee” the Rejsh- 5 uthoritative; though nominally cqual, footing—
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, & relation in which they early qtood towards each other; and possibly .

“with mutual advantage, while the seas were infested by pirates. This

- < trade paved the way for introducing exclusive trade in, and monopoly -

‘ of, all the valuable production of the group. So late, however, as the
General tmde anfot- middvle of the last century trade was unfettered,
tered. and was carried on with Surat, Muscat and other

harbours. - The Laccadives seem then to have been visited by trading

: ‘vossels from the const.. But this has long been prohibited.

89, No defensxve establishment was maintained, and the people seom
No defensivo ostab. 10 Bave beat before, never resisted, the piratical
lishment. incursions by which they were frequently visited.

_40. The Rajah at first possessed ao private property on the islapds. -

" Royalty  of . .waste The right over unoccupied land, which is now

A Jando, considered the jenm (fee simple) property of the

Rajah, was not assumed till 100 years at least after the islands first bedame

~ connected with the Cannanore house. This assumption only extended

‘to#he waste on each of the actually inhabited islands. The uninhabited
recfs of Suhely, Bmgamm, &c., were assumed af a later pcnod

41 Bamaly Rajah succeeded hxs uncie in M.K. 913 (A D, 1738), and

' Power ab its greatest raled till M.K. 953 (A.D. 1777- 78). His iptrigue

height under Bamaly with Hyder Ali, angd the success of his trade with

Bajah. his subjects and dhroad, under the Vazeer Kunjeo

Packy, raised the power and iwealth of the Cannancre family; and

" oceasion was taken to enforce the monopoly of purchase of the princi-

- pal products of the islands. 'The authoritative introduction of "the coir
 Who introduces mons.  110n0Opoly. took - place betcen M.E. 937 (A.D.

poly of coir trade. 1761-62) 'md 940 (1764-65), and appears to have
‘met with a good deal of opposition on the part of the people '

42. Royaltles, &c., were enhanced ‘md preserved under severe peml»
ties ; and, if the traditions of the people may be
, rehu] on, Bamuly’s rule was marked by oppressnon
of which they speak to this day with exceedmg bitterness. It may be
gathered that exclusive trade was in xoduced u fe® years prior to the
reduction of prices. ‘

Great oppression. -

43. The prices pm& by the Ra}ah woro oventually ﬁxed ab the Jow
. rate of 30 rupees por candy, paid in rice—~less 20

~ Price tokbe peid for
coir fized, duiies obtain-  PET cent. for export and import duties on coir and

Ag‘ﬁtb‘flﬂg forther do- - yice, and somwe other deductions,

Hee 44, Bamaly’s power was rcduced by his bemg
de‘prwed of the management of Cherikul in 1766-67, but. before his
“death his compulsory system was in full operation on/nll the islands. -

{2

L1791

4:0 It wasg not long bnfore the mtroductmn of the monopoly of coir ‘
‘Rebellion of Ameny &04 the violence with which it was enforeed, gave ~

Cin 1784 rise to the rebellion of 1784, which ended in the

loss, to the Canvanore family, of the Northern islands, Ameny and 1ts ,
dependencies. - For the narrative of this, vide Note 18." ‘
46, The emspexated people sought and gained the proﬁwmon of
Tippoo accepls the Tippoo—who, after sorme unsuccessiul attemnpts to
istands in 1784, - induce them to retarn to their allegiance, granted
an quivalent jaghire ont of the territories of the Rajah of Cherikul

- under » sunnnd dated AJH. 1 Abamut 1217 (AD. 1787.) Since that

time the different. portions of the group have been practmally under v
very different administration. o

. 47. The Southern islands, with the Beebee 8 other possemons, fﬂl] by

*Couquest of Cavna- the storm and conquest of Cannanore towards the -
nore and the torritories, lattor end of 1791, into the possession of the
Honorable Company, and were further ceded with -
Tippoo’s entire dependcnmes in Malabar hy the peace of Seringapatam
in 1792. - The island of Ameny and its dependen-

Cession in 1792
cies continued in the undisturbed possession of

‘Tippoo till the fall of Seringapatam in;1799. " Under Tippoo an amelio-

Ameny under Tippoo rated form of the Cannanore administration was
till 1799, maintained. Since that time the Ameny Islands
have been, in regard to their fiscal and judicial management, attached

- to the district of Cansra: The internal manage-
Now  attachod to

" Cavara. ~ ment of the rest of the group iw still in the hands

Vide Appeudix 4. of the Cannanore family. -

48. T will now describe beverally the extent, poptﬂatmn, &c m" the _
Description of the ~different islands still wnder the of Cannanore
istands soverally. - fawily ; reserving remarks on fiscal and internal

- arrangements, in regard to which they are all on the same f’ootmrr for

a later part of this puper.

49. The principal and largest island of the group is Amiro» Ttis
situated within 100 miles of the ccast, and is nearer

' Androt, the shore than any other. It is the only formation

~ of the group whick has no lagoon. - The shoal is extensive, but the water

is deep, and the coral reef only rises to the surface

Shoal water defi
oal water deficiont: - immediately round. the island. = ¥ish, cowrics,

“tortoiso, and holothuma, the presence. of which depend= bn the extent

of shoal water, are therefore scarce.
50. T}m length of the island is about three mdes, ’by one ab xts :
~greatest breadth. Its shape is oval and regular,

Extent. The superficial area may thus bo about 2} sqnare

‘ miles, or about 1, 500 acres. The general level of the islend is higher



Mo,

tha,n hhat of any other 1sland of the group, nnd the quahty of 1ts soxl

“appears to be abave the average. = :
51..The z‘atam or artificial garden land f’ormed by qmrrymg out

.. the substratum of lime stone; is." considerable

Totam. " °
otaun in this island ; but its irregularity and the number

of mound‘x mto Whmh the excavated rock has’ been piled, render it

‘exceedingly difficult to ascertain its precise extent, It is belioved to
" Sows about ,q palahg sow from 60 to 8D pwrahs of ragghes and pulse,
ofseed. * "2 and may be nearly 100 acres of land. Soto
attempts have been made to cultivate a lithts paddy in i, bub this

Hstimated produce Tguires a lower'level {han the general plain of

about 700 moodahs ‘of this excavation. = The soil of the fofam is damp, -

rice. o but light and sandy, and the people do not reckon
the subsntcnce produced therem at more than equal to 700 moodahs

. of grain."

5g. The xslan& 18 dxv1ded mto four Chers (or local dxvmom), and "

‘seems to have been very fully planted Before the

Imfp"rt“t island: gale Androb was considered the most flourishing

of the Beebeo of Cannanore’s islands. The employment by the Beebee -

of Cannanore of tho members of several of the. chief families of this
jsland in the internal managewent of the others, ad given these famlhes
exceptional affluence and influence. - "

53. The island is one of those which was lfnd was*e by the gale of

Now Wzmto.

_enabled to judgo of what it had been and what it
1s capable of again becoming under good m'magement; v

+. 54, The marginal atatement shows the precm state of popu}atmn,

Statement showing the Population, the Number of Houses, . unmedmto]y before-
© Beals, §e., of Androt prior to April 1847 . . the storm,—in all

Population residing ‘ Boats. ‘about Z,600 inhabi-
on the Island id | R tants. During the
. Apnmil 1847, -
~ .| Qiscriminating the gl |o season of 1845 severe
A Soxes and separating { 8 1218 1H |
of thférl?fri or | the Children under §~ !é} & & ¢ hVO lera passe d
) e 181 3
Division. 12 yoars of age. - E E l%’ 23 ﬂfrough tho  lLacca-
; 1 a0 sleg gy dive group, and on
c1o# bg TPTIE! .
g g 1AL L B2 23 31 this. jsland 500 are
- = “ e R R
1§ (213 £ |B|ZS|E5| believed to have died.
Al o & (& @@x @ i : . .
e — 1 Thus its full comple-
Machory . ... [ 220 310217 747 130(12 13 ;1 ment -may be :taken
Kicher o] 201 853 ) 174 828 106 81 co- :
Chamashory .| 108 1908 | 10| avs | o2/ 7] 7 [ 39| ab somewhat short of
Yeddet... .. | 138 176 | 197] 500 | €0/ 4 6 26| 3 000 persons. , Of
~Potal ... | B850 1,037 | 639/2,576 | 408/341 31 {152 these less than 900
: : it now romain ; and left

April 1847, -1t s now nearly a desert, but I was -

years to come.

‘=

to itself, the mland wxﬂ not. suppert the hqlf nf thxs number for seveml

"55. Although mnetoemtwsntxeths of the plantatzon was lymg prostmba'

. Statement showing the whole Plantalion of Androt (.':.) it
stood prior to April 1847.-

Total No. of full. | 1ers about 15 Young
sizod Treé Soount. pefr c‘:}nt. allowed| ‘frees to
’ or Trees past |be in bear- :
ed }z‘:fs?:e and bearing and  Jiogin 2 to Dlants.
a 8- mistakos, dyeoars, |
ECT : Bearing Trees. R
- 107,000 99,950 7,554 18,769

‘when - T visited the

“island, I was enabled,
" by counting the fallen
“as well* as standing
“trees with great care,
~to form a sufficiently
‘exact ~ return ~of " the
"cocoannt frees it con-

tained, The body of

the island, which is the private property of the peoplé, was very fully

Private property well

planted.

© fectly so.

Fide Note 14.

Probably 85,00

90,600 bearing frees.

planted.  But, although considerable - exertions

had evidently been made to form plantations on
the reserved Pandaram land (former waste assumed in right of jenmom) -
Roserved Jand jmper- -~ §reat waste of valuable land was apparent in the
straggling slovenly plantations of the Rajah,
‘which would have been savéd under a better system. In forming

returns from prostrate trees some arrangements were necessary with

regard to classification, which are described

elsewhere.

0 to

But the return shows that the grown
~ and bearing plantation of the island amonnted to
from 85,000 to 90,000 trees, of which 65,000 to

70,000 were the property of the 1alander and afbout\ 20,000 belonged

to the Beebee.

56. The Pandaram propertv consasts Chlbﬂ) of trees planted appa-‘

Statersent of the Number of Trees on the Pmmiamm
Pyroperty of Androt prior to 1847,

J Less about 15 Young
b’_l‘o?}r;\o‘ Ofofulé' per cent. allowed | Treos to
Flzed 1rees o ‘md' for Trees past (be in bear-l gy .
odp rostg.:xte an boaring and  jing in 2 to S
standing mistakos. 4 years,
Bearing Trees, / :
34,000 28,300 1,233 | 8,351

N.B.—1 am inclined to believe thoro is much exaggera-~

tion in this return which I hadno power to check.  The
plantations are yoang and comparatively indifferent.
20,000 probably exceeds thoe actual mamber oi' bearing

irees.

Pandaram or Ra_]ah’

plantation.
¥ide Nota 59.

escheats.

rently within the last
fifty years on the re-
sumed waste land at
either end of the island.

The private ‘property

of the people occupies .
the best part of the.
island. About 12,000
trees were situated at
the west end and 6,000

‘or 7,000 to the east.

Two or three thonsind
werescattered through-

out the island, the result ‘of - confiscations and
I propose going more into detail else-

where ‘on the system pursued in rcference to the
' Pandaram propevfy ‘
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§7. The recent and unwise reduction of the prices paid, has much
" Produstion and trade, i0fluenced the coir'trade of this island, as of the

Cuir nlargrffacture- ~others. It is confidently aflirmed that the ‘oxports’
Deereasing. - . of "coir have gleaﬂ} fallen off ‘'within the last ten

~years, and certfunfy the manufacture of Jaggery has largely increased.
The exports of' coir from this island, on the most authentic information
Tsports aboat 450 1 could obtuin, have varied duying the last fi¥e
- candios. years from 8,000 to 10,000 maunds, or 400 to
Rate per tree.. " 500 candies of coir, a rate which gives an averago
of about 3} pounds of coir'per tree supposed to be in bearing. -
'58. The oxporh of ‘cocoanuts from  this island was large when free,
Cocoanut - exports. Dut it has fallen off since the introduction of the
fallen of. o monopoly of eocoanuts in 1825. Prior to that

. period they exported five to eight Takhs of nuts to the coast ; sinte then -

 the export has been abridged to the unwilling supply. of one to three lnkhs -
of nats to the Beebee’s mondpoly. T reserve further remarks on®this -
monopoly. Of all the Beebee’s islands this one has hitherto been the

on® best in hand, and whera least smug’glmg was cartied on.
- 59. 'The supply of cowries is very limitéd from the physical canscs

Cowties scarce; annu-  NOticed in paragraph 49; four or five robbins

ally halfa candy. . (half a candy) are fished per annum.  Their value
~has been within about 63 rupees per candy of eight robbins, for which
the puople get 9 or 10 rupees paid in rice.  Were the trade and collection

o frec the quantxty might, it i believed, be doubled.

Tortviss! . -+ 60. The tortoise also is searce.
61. ’Phls island is_ peculiarly adapted to the gwwth of the Morinda
~aitron, which yields a scarlet dye much prized
o Moriada Gitron ‘on the'islands and coast. - The quanmty produced
| Vide No‘:e 32, .18 not great, and its market price bas declined ;

but while if was valuable, Morinda cifron was

monopohzed by the Becbee of Cannanore at about one-fourth of its value.
62. H;mng repotted fully on the state of this island as left by the hurri-
‘Presant . stato and ~ €ane of April 1847, I merely sum up by observ-
prospects. .. - ing that the destruction of property and wreck
" of sociaty s complete, wnd the shock is one which will not be recovered
from for years. Of a population of 2,500, about
900 are left on the island. Disease and famine
§ ad destr oyed between 200 and 300 persons, and the remainder, to the
number of 1,000 to 1,200, have dispersed themselves over the coast and
other islands, where they are living in penury ahd dependency.  Some
will return gradually, but many will, ero the island . can support them,
have formed connexions and commenced now courses of life, which
will wean them from their homes, Those who remain are such proprie-
tors. a5 bhave much at stake. These did not belong to ‘the woerg

Population.

forced to emigrate.

" Plantation,

*. Shoal extensive.

VAR

éIass'e‘sk but thoy will now have to cultivate for themselves in conse- |
quence of the loss of the Melacher v c]ass, most of whom have been -
63. The plantamou hasg been swept away, and of 90, 000 to 100,000
- full-grown" trees not above 7,000 to. 8,000 will
survive, and these are at present in an unpromis-

\ ing state. The houses and mosques must go to ruin for want of thatch,

and the people are naturally disposing of their boats, for which there

- can be little employment for years, There is little or no capital among

the islanders, and the recovery of the island must depend on the assist-
ance which may be afforded. '

64. The island of Kdlpem lies 45 miles due south from Androt, and

The island of Kal. is tho most gouthorly inhabited island of the
peni. & Laccadive group. The leeward position of this
isldnd diminishes its inter-communication with the others of the group,
Androt excepted ; but brings it, at the same time, more into contact
with the people of Minacoy, whose boats generally mgbb the island on
their way from the coast southward. =« .

65. The Kalpeni coral shoal presents all the characteristie features
of these formations very markedly. The shoal is
of considerable extent—eight miles long by three

" or four broad. - Tt rises abruptly to the surface round the whole outer

edge, forming a well-defined and regular breakwater, and encloses a
lagoon of great extent and several fathoms deep in parts. . The entrance
is good. Tho great extont of shoal water harbours
abundance of fish and cowries; turtleand holothuria
are plentiful. '

66. The island of Kalpeni consists of a long straggling group of
four islands. The main island of which only is
inhabited, the other three being small rocky islands

Fish, &c., plenty.

Island deseribed.

' separated bv narrow inlets. The greater purt of its length (about five

miles) consists of a narrow strip of land not 300
yards broad, but the south end of the main island
bulges out into an oval shape, where only it is inhabited. The length
of this part is about one mile by 1,200 feet at the greatest breadth ;

Fide Note 15.

- and I should reckon the superficial area of the inhahited part ot 500 or

600 acres.
67. Tho excavations have been considerable in this island also, and
Totam. the Totam land has been formed for sowing coarse
Sows 40 parrabs of grain to the extent, it is supposed, of forty

Jzeed. parrahs seed-area.

68. The level of Xalpeni is very low; and the natuml quality of tho

soil in the body of the islind is decidedly of supe-

rior fertility. The fallen cocoanut tree trunks

which I examined were finer and thicker than I met with anywhere, and
$

General soil fine.
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a rank vegetation is now spr bt;gmg up over the isl land which is not seen

elsewhere.  In every part of the island the bread-fruit tree thrives ; and

in the fofam, besides tho coarse grain, the bunam and areca.—nut tro0 .

grow admirably. 3

69, When I visited this 1sland lt was ina state af pertect aeuohnon ;

Toguiries Jnto  po- ‘but 1 made careful mqmrles “as tu the state of 1ts
pulativu and plastation.  former populatmn and Plantatxon ‘

70, The marginal statement shows the populatmn asit stood “prior,

’ . +.to. April last. =The

\ St::ffmﬁnt shawing the Population Nu mber;- of lTousts, oholeraof 1845 did not

&e., of Halpeni prior to April 1847. . .--vr reach’ this -island, 80

‘the Laccadive pcople

in pomt of mdustry, and are looked on by the inhabitant of the group-
‘ _as indifferent, cultivators and -bad sailors and.

Population. . oy .
Peoplo comparatively boatwmghts. Property is little diffused amongst

backward. the people, the weight of individual families is
great, and probably on no island does the Pandaram influence sit
heavier. The poorer classes were ill off, and many looked rather to
occupationis on the coast than to home resources for subsistence
and accumulation of property, even before the
cyclone.

71. The statement in the margin w areturn of the cocoanut plmtmtxon
of the main island as
ascertained by count-
ing - the - prostrate

Pla ntutu.n

Statement showing {Iw whole Plantation of Kalprm
as it stood prior to April 1847.

N.D.—Some of those trees which, had they been seen in 18 m‘%de ‘hy anowmg
lifo, wonld have been reckoned ¢ young trees,” cameno  fifteeri per cent. for
doubt into the 1sb columnj; taken at 10,000 it will leave ducti ¢
sbout §0,000 beasing trees for the 2nd coluwn, ... unproductive - trees

& El T, 1 Sy
Popnlatlon residingonthe | £ 15 th‘m the populatlgn
Islaud in April 1847, dl?nml- § g was then at its fullest
ot fth nating the Children under 12 ] Sy
I“’c”i’fir?or ) e years of Age. 5 (| complement. "The
Division. ° - % |5| principal inhabitant
- = )= Lo
Males.|Females.! ggi' Total. ﬁ\ s of Kalpeni claim. good
: A 1Al caste Hindu ancestty.
Kicherrs , .| 69 | 100 | 73| 288 65| and proud thereof; but
Baddakacheay... | 136 188 158 477 | 1161100 . thev are, with O
Mechery ... ] 108 219 166 | 553 855 they Y0 ,lt .th.eP,
Tekkackory .| 92 162 120 | 374 | sc2liol pulation of this island
—_— renerally, - decided
Totl... | a5s | 675 | a1z |1082 | saelps Semerally, - decidedly
o . below the avgrage of

1 @ k o
Total Number of P_ég::?;i a‘,ﬁigerbgf §§) 2 go trees. . No classifica-
. ylze N o A y M Rl .
Full Ef]f(‘d Tr'e(.:s, making aa ailowance B3 - tion could be made
counting bath of 1o per cent, for .2 g g “ ) . .
prosiruie and Trees pust be:.:ring g ; - Of_ .- tho withered
siandings and wmistakes. 4 2 B f 'trunks, bub an.appro-‘
_ _ ximation to the niim-.
3,5 ’ 9,675 844 .
105,509 99,675 863 1984} por of bearing trees

18

o o B 7 . < a N
and mxatakos i counting, which in go fertile an island-is & large allow-

‘ance.. The productwe plantatwn may safe)y be taken at 85,000 to

90, 000 trees.

"" The P“Jld‘u’%ﬁﬂ n'arden property on ths xsland COIISISta of the .

paudamm or' Tajah's’ OUfhklriti of the main island and the small and

cproperty . i jungly mhnds adjacent to it. . In short, the leavings

&

ofa popu}atton whxch; at tho time of the resumption, was not equal to the”

oceepation of the less fortile-and productivo parts of the island. The

" ‘broad and inhabited past of the island had been planted long prior to the

enforcement of Pandarem rzrrht to waste lands. Befors the cyclone, the
Pandaram property conswtcd of a narrow slip of land to the northward,

it, bounding the people’s plantation as it formerly stood, beyond which
alt was reckoned Pandaram land; about 30,000 trees -are supposed to
have stood thereon.  Other outskirts had heen appropriated and planted,
and some properties consisting both of trees and tofam land have
escheated to, or been confiscated by, the Rajah from tlme to time
throughout the island. _

73. Exports of coir from ths mland have varied from 5, OOO to 8 000
' ?m_dmm and frade. annum, and are said never to have exceeded this
quantity. Indeed, though precisely on the footing of the other islands,
and equally influenced by the reduction of prices

Coi tity small.
olr quantily sma paid for coir, the lazy isladers have not sought

maunds, or 250 to 800 candies (of 640 Ibs) per

- which had remained uncultivated ; and a wall had been thrown across

to evade the pressure of the monopoly, and the manufacture of jaggery

‘haq not gained the same footing as elsewhere. But they have evaded
in some measure the cocoanut monopoly, and the
smuggling was on the increase; for tho people of
Mmacoy, over whom the Beebee has practically now little bold, anchor
their boats off the island, and tho whole surplus nuts are smuggled off
with the connivance of the principal people and Beebee’s servants by
these active traders, who darry them to Ceylon and elsewhere. In conse-

Cocoanut smnggh Rg.

.quence of the main traffic in nuts being clandestine, I founrd it impossi-

ble to fix an aunual average export of this naturally very fluctuating

commodity, but my belief is that several lakhs were shipped away in

this manner annuall_y Lefore the cyclone.

74. The great extent of shoal water and the number of inlets and

sheltered channels Avhich exist about this island:

Cx sk .
iy fisherics render its cowry fisheries peculiarly valuable.

They have never been known to produce less than four candies per
annum, and, even at the present remuneration,

TValuabls, :
L " averagoe six to eight candies of cowries. Itissup-



2
, posed that, if properly fished, not less than twelve to fourteen candies
might bo obtained. The revenue from thls head may ﬂuctua’ce between

2560 to aOO rupees per shnumn.

75. Twelve or fifteen tortoise are taken annually, th,e pr nﬁts on the

Tortoise shell. shell to the Beebée of Cannanore are large. . The

. Valnable. tortoise shell revenue of tlus island may be safely
taken at 200 to 300 rupees a year. ; , ,

EERR -
. o

*76. Such was the fox‘mar state of this island ; but it has been ruined
Brossnt  toton  snd by the hurricane” more extensively ‘than even
prospects of the people. Androt.  The sea washed over the island, and
: the storm-w ave carried away the very soil of the
narrower parts. Of 1,600 mhabltants, 260 were washed away and
drowned in that night, 100 to 150 haye ‘died of famine and diseass,
sbout 450 remain on the island, and the rest have dispersed themselves:
Of a lukh of trees, about 700 sickly ones are

Plantation.
standing : and the prospect is bad for years te

L3

come ; for there are only 500 or 600 young trees on which rehance can

be placed of their bearing within the next four ycars.. Plantation must,
~ bore-commenced : the fotam land will aid, but Ifear a jungle may spring

up. The peoplo are evidently heart-broken, and I entertain some fears
of the restoration of this island, unless the assistance and superintgnd-
®Bnce ngen for the next five yoars be substantial and energetic. Almost
all the habitations, &o,, are in ruins, and the greater number of the boats
have been destroyed or disposed of. .

77. The Bebee’s property suffered most severely, and, being for the’
Pandaram I00St part situate on the narrow neck of land, much

Of  the'
. property. of tho soil kas been washed away. 1 should ques-
e 59‘ ~tion the advisableuess of attempting t8 reclaim it
Pide Wote now. The cscheated and confiscuted properties

seattered throughout the body of the island may recover their value.

78, The island of Kowraty lies about 6‘0 or 70 miles west of Kalpenx
and Androt, and is easy of access, The reef on
The island 0? Eowrety. which the island is situate is not so extensive as
: those of Androt end Kalpeni; but, like that of

f and shoal water, o0 e )

Reef and shoal water the latter, it rises abruptly to the surface and
encloses an ample and commodious lagoon, and one of the safest of tho
group, with from 13 to 2} fathors of water. The island occupies tho

east part of the reef, and lies nearly north-east to
The island; its extent,
The inland; its oxten south-west ; itslength is upwards of 21 miles, and
greatest breadth about 1,400 yards-parrowing towards the south, where

'

L ﬁ/ -

it JOI.lS what appa:enﬂy was a small and qeparato island : there the ncck

z

is 50 yards broad.. The average breadth of the island may be assumed

at 1,000 yardq gzvmg a superficial area of 1} to 1} square miles, or
Thowail ahout 900 acres. = The soil of the western islands
Ty s doubﬂess inferior to that of Androt and Kalpeni;

but still that of howmtv is fine, espﬂmally down the centre of thu island

and along the eastern. exposures. :

:9‘ Somne extent of artificial g"u'dcn Lmd ems’cs but not being very
Toram—artificial gar- pruductlve or suited to the banana, it has of late
den land. 'ycars been generally planted out with cocoanut -

trees.  The people of Kowraty have thus cast their
all on their cocoanut plantation. And, excepting the -
éomparatively insignificant predusts of bread-fruit and lime trees, the
cocoanut is the only product of economical worth grown on the.island ;
the return thereofis therefore a complete measure of the condition of
the” people. The island is more or less thickly planted from end to
. end, and there is less waste] ground on it than
Well planted. on any of the largcr 1nhab1ted lshnds of «the
. group. o
80 The island is divided into f'our O’lm is (dstxons) and the popu-
Iatxon and number of houses, &c., is shown in the following statement.
Tho héuses are of average gOOdDGSb, and are numerous ; those entered as
sheds are the cadjan-leal dwellings of the p'aorcrfclasses —

Plantod out.

Statement shoiing the State of _Populafz'oﬁ, &c., in Kowraty in November 1847

, : ‘Praces | N
Dwegrrivas. - PopuraTioN. - OF Boars.
N o : WonsHip
ame
of Cheri or ] g
Divigion. g CL 58 ¢ 8
o . E’ e g; g gf < fo
Els |8 E 2|3 |g/8 | edi2} £
& a3 =y & E F =T =) -~
2| # |3 &8 18 & |sa|al3fwl5)z
| Melashery g5 o5 wr| ol 18| wa| ot of . 25
Tollachery 135 12 208 208 139 555 {12 | 11 ! 12 32
Palfichery 136 28] 264} 270} 164 ) 69811 2] ¢ 44
Purakery 751 & 115 | 132 101 348 8 3 1 S
] " Motal..] 434] 105 ] ve4 ] 769 | 537 12,00 |33l 18] 12 | 5| 104

81. The populahon amounted, in November 1847, to 2,060 inhabi-
Males - tants, but it is said that upwards of 500% fell
Yemals .. 189 victims to cholera in 1845, and the full com.
Chudren .. 203 plement of the population of this island may be
 Tpey taken at 2,500.  An accurate statement showing

— ithe classification of tho population with reference

* Number 16,  to their ocoupations is appended in a note.¥
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Sfaianlnt showing the State of the 822, The margi.’nal return -shows ths
Plontation in Kowraty i Hevember ot of the standing plantation, - The
) o. (I
g =i two latter heads, ‘“‘young trees and
g 43 SE 4 plants,”’ show an-exceedingly active state
e m . . '. ) ‘
L HEiE 10§ -of cultivation ; the very high averago of
= -, ~ 8 k9 gy ! N v g - g
Mg (®0gE2l | 4 | the young trees isto be attributed to
"o IL.H ol 8 1 - N .
, é; éa«» g2 5 F the somgwhat recent planting out the
£ ~ totam with cocoanut - trees.  The first
86,550 | 75.738 |19,674/40,249 cohl.mn shows the number of fullgrawn
! trees; the second column. the probable -

N.B.—Under tho head “plants” number of productive trees—12} per
Lave coma somo nurseries of plants ;
wot half the number probably live

past bearing.

83. In this island, as elsewhere the bod} of the 1sland is the fee ,

B%}&h chimslandlord’s simple property of the people. Over a part,
E‘ic;f}eﬁmﬁ“&g‘ﬁ:‘;‘; hoYvever, the Pandaram asserts a -landldrd’s
balf bf the produce. claims, on' the ground.that, though planted by

the inhabitants, it was formerly waste land, and therefore the property

of the Rajah. The trees are held by the people ; but as the Rajah has’
for many years exacted equal dlvxslon of the produce this claim for rent
is exceedingly heavy. It is somewhat evaded in practice, aid the

‘Peopls inclined to Imeans resorted to for the protection of the Rajah’s

Femonstrate. rights are so injudicious that right, or wrong

the people evidently wish to combat the swhole claim. -

84. This p1ece of land, locally termed Pandaram Pak (forbldden‘

ground), consists of the southern end, and is fully

CTts dascription.
one-fourth of the superficial area of theisland;

~but by far the greater portion of the land is indifferent soil. It is.cut -
off from the body of the peopie’s plantation by an old wall w]nch was

probably thrown up when the plantations were first resumed.

85., Within the wall stands grown plantation’ as shown’ mfu'gma.lly, ‘

Plantation therson, amounting probably to 1,500 hearing trees.

" Full-grown trees ... 18,3?3 The Becbee has five other small plantatxons

Young trees e D32
Pmtg e containing about 8,500 good . trees,- which

geem to  have - been

Treas. Trees.

. whose names they bear.

Kalealip .. we w1 832

TOtB‘... 3,499 : 1,060; 4,559 c]ai]‘nedi by theTPa"'nda’_
* ram were planted end

cent. (a reasonable average as compared.
sfter beiog transplauted. with the nscertained data, of the Come
Fide Note 14. ~ pany's”islands) bemg a.llowed for; trees -

Name of Garden. Fall-growno, il L0211 planted by her Karyakars :
: i i Man}ufacture of jag- -
T gerys and Agaty, and the madufacture of jaggery-has

X W j‘ They are now- managed
ellya Valip v s 918 3 ;

Ally Mussa Vaiip ... o 907 f 1,060 4,551 e;:cluswaly by the Bee-
Hugsan Karyskar Vallp - 624 : bee’s servants. But the
Povalip . 6 _J remainder gf tho -trecs:

S Py
rcared, and are still enjoyed by dlﬁ‘exent families of the people As
_ Great portion belong regards’ other islandersthese plantations are as*
to the people, well defined and distinct as the fee simple proper-
ties which they hold on the body of the mlqnci but the Raju,h claims to
be the landlord and takes rent. - . . v -

86. The novel system of division of the gross. produce reqmres the
et e total exclusion of the people from this portion of

it © the island, and the breach of the prohibition is
usihlly visited with very heavy penalties. - Once a month the owners
and public servants procee& to the plantation and divide the ripe fruit.
This minute ‘interferonce is vexatious and apt to be oppressive; and
" the ‘exclusion of tho people from inhabiting a
hrge portion of the island, and from constantly
superintending their plantations, is incompatiblo" with any sound
system of cocoanut cultivation.. The people seemed to me much
inchned to set the prohibition at defiance.

Objectionable.

. 7TT87. These plantations were probably formed by the people while the

Probably origin form._System of imposing a certain sum, chargeable
ed while _the.. g“pl" ““on the head inhabitants of each island, on acconnt
rented the waste, K
s fizod rate. ——-  of all Pandaram property on the island: prevailed.

Division of produce
a system introdaced ‘The system of dividing produce was introdneed, it
later. = is believed, by Hussan Karyakar, about 40 ycars

ago, and is most unpopular on account of its novelty and severity..

88. Some attempted aggression and encroachments’ by the Pandaram

Difforences beuween O what the people believe to be their rights in
the people and Rajuhon  regard to this land have lately been resisted, and
the subject. secrn to cause much ill-will. The profits to the
~“Beshee of Cannanore are very small, and embezzlement and misman-
agemen” “reduce the returns from' this source so much that a better
system of administration would bencfiv all parties.

89. The escheated pr operhes and conﬁscatxons on this island amount

_ to about 2,000 trees.  They are generally in the
ljﬂg)ﬁggﬁg“of"ﬁgﬁ;‘ggf the hands of the families from whom they were
ment. confiscated, and Karama* (a compulsory rent) of

¥ Vide Noto 17. 4¢ Ths. of coir per tree is raised.

- 90.. The cocozmut tree of howraty 15 peculiarly rich in juice as
compared with other islands, ebpemally Ameny

’

becn very, extensively resorted to of late years in-order to evade the
pressure of the monopelies of coir and cocoanuts. .,
91. Jaggery cannotb be manufactured on islands where cocoanut trade
o ' is free-and the coir is paid for at reasonable.rates,
its d‘s_“d“,’gt‘f%f?:_w except at a serious loss to tho producer of those
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more valuable ar’mcles of commerce. But it is supposed that not less -
i than one-fifth of the trees of  this island aro used .

Vide Note 16 read.
e ol TU ea for the production of this coarse article of local

conaumptlon. The effect of such misdircetion of the industry and |

Tts offect on the coir enterpriso of this island from the coir and cocoanut
trade. . tradeto jaggery, has been serious sinco the reduc-
tion of the prices in 1826. The anruml ‘exportsof coir are said to have

“been upwards of 400 candies, but for years, the Beebee’s Karyastan

-assures me, they have been below 300 candies—collections on account of
old debts, Karama, custom duty, &c., inclusive—and his statement 13

corroborated by the people. But to cover all inaccuracies we may
assume 350 candies as the annual export.

E 9" Assummg even this higher rate, it may’ bo remarked that, com-

- paring the supphes of coir to the Company’s
monopely from the northern islands, where tho
former prlces are still retained, with the exports from this island, it avill
be found that the average delivery of coir from the Company’s islands
is 5} to 54 1lbs. of coir per productive tree, while from Kowraty it is

Vw’,a Wete' No 24 B

ht*le more than 3 lbs., and that, while the whole bearing plantation of -

the four Company’s islands taken togethcr scarcely - exceeds that of

Kowraty, those islands supply annually te the Company’s monopoly - 42"
per cent. more coir than the whole annual export from Kowraty amounts = -
to; in other words, 100 to 150 candies of this valuable article are lost ,

to the public and sacrified to anarticle of inferior commercial value, the -

manufacture of which i is detnmental to the producer. The ﬁscal system

is at fanlt, :
93. The cocoanut trade also has fallen ofl" since the monopoly of pur-
chase at low prices was mtroduced oi the island.

Cocomnt trade.
- The Beebee's agent assures me that for some years

the Beebee had nob received aboye, 10,000 nuts per annum ; and the
people admit that they have not’ supplied of late years any great num-

ber. I ascertained that last. yest - the deliveries to the' Pandaram
amoun.ed to 20,000 nuts, and for some years prior to little above

IU 000. There has*been doubtless-# consider-
Smu(zghng

the conflicting statewents of the Beebee’s Karyﬂstan -and the pcople 5
for the latter are afraid to admit tho smuggling, and the former is
anxious to show the smallust possiblo profits to the Beebee from this
novel monopoly, the proprmtv of introducing which seems vety doubtful.
This year the people of this island have openly resisted this monopoly,
and to my certain knowledge exported several lakhs of nuts : and, com-
paring the number of ‘trees with the population, an average annual
export of 3} ta 4 lakhs may, 0o doubt be assumed.

.able smuggling trade, of which the Company s
islandérs have been the carriers. It werevain to attempt to reconcile’

'!'r‘ : s -

94, The cowry bankq of this 1sland are e%hmated to produce about
3} to 4 candies of cowries annnally, and, as far. a8’

C(’my fsberiea—beds ' g judge, the fisheries are not overvalued.

would be more produce

tiveyil prices paid were . But in - consequence of the strict monopoly and

remusorative.
unremunerative prices now paid, not more than

’,one candy a yefu' has been recovered by the Pandaram Considerable
" smuggling of this article takes place but there is much truth in the
“statement of the people that the prices allowed are such as to preclude

/ theri' takmg advantage of this valuable produce of their shoals. -

- 95. The turtle is not regularly fished on this island, and probably not .
more than four or five are annuslly teken about
Kov»mty From Snhely Par more are brought.

- 96. Tho soil “of Kowraty is pgculiarly adapted:to the lime trees,
which are very fine, and if froe, would: he culti.
vated largely. As it is, there are a considerable

Tcrtmse

. Lime.

= ypuntbher of trees scattered over the islands It is difficalt to understand

the precise claim of the Pandaram over this product ; ‘but as soon as
the fruit appears, the Pandaram Pak (a leaf tied
with ceremonies) is put on the tree, and any
breach of this prohibition is very severely punished. The fruit is
gathered by tho Karyakar and a portion taken on account of the Reajah,
Part %f {ho produco- &nd either sent fresh to Cannanore or pickled on
is tuken by the Rajab.  this island. The Karyakar stated that his orders
are to take and send half the produce of the trees to Cunnanore
for domestic use.. This had been done for years, but the Karyastan,

Fide Note 18.

- (apparently ashamed) refused to claim as of right, though he had

always exacted one-half, any portlon of this produce. No remuncra-
- tion is paid, and the. people are giving up the cultivation.
97. About 45 miles_south-west from Kowraty lies the Suhely Par
_Sahely  Par  not shoal. I was unable myself to visit it, but with
visited. ’ reference to the proposnt:on to scttle people from

" Androt and Kalpeni there, it was darefully examined by my subordi~

nates, and I made all the requisite inquiries about it. ,
08.  The shoal is extensive, rises abruptly to the surface and encloscs
a very fine lagoon. ~On the shoal are situated two
small low islands—Belyakera and Cheryakera.
Like Betra, Bingaram and Tingaram, these islands are deficient in the
substratum _of coral “stone, and no fresh water can bo obtained on the
larger island ;- on the other island there are one or two wells, but the-
water is indifferent. ~The islands are six or eight miles apart.
99. ‘Suhely Par has never been permanently unoccupied. The -
Unocenpied. valuable fisheries and. cowry banks on
b """ the shoal were owned by the people of

Now Rajah's prnpnrty ) :
State of janglo. - Kowraty ; but were confiscated in M.X.

Deserted.
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S‘a*ement cf Cocoanut Plantatzon v94) <AD 17(‘5) ln puumhment Of a
U in Sulely Par. g suspected ‘conspiracy and" the murder of
— : ‘:Huwan I&aryakax:, the Rajuh’s Agent

. . Number of |
i wme of Islands. - | Bearing | Tt~ ;s - NOW S l andaranm” property. - The
T Treos., «/-quftnds are now covered by almost
Belyakera .. - .. |. 4091 unpnmtrahle wdd _pine-apple . jungle,
0205 b
Cher)’-*k‘m “-80",/ | amongsh ’whmh spme. plantation is inter-
S Total .. | 82147 sperxed on’ both , islands. Fishermen -
— § T from .lxowmty stay there durmg the'
- ‘ ' "“vseasonf' ﬁ\hmn‘; SR .

‘ 100 The sozl of bpth 1slands is low, ddmp, and fe*tﬂe Cpérae graih, :
a3 well as cocoanut’phnm’cxon would grow well
.. -there ; and some ende'wourq have been made
durmg the last two years to clear. andl cwtwate the - lesser island where

Sexi

water is to be got. This island may become¥ vaf'uable property if the -

attempt to establish there, emigrants fron;, An&r%&:wnd Kalpeni {200
were. sent) succeed. At pru,ent 250 to- 300 mpaus worth of nuts per
angum'are got from the two islands. -~ DanS

101. The Suhely shoals abound in-cowries, but the d1stanre from

_Cowry beds scarcely - the inhabithd island of Kowmty precludes women

worked thoughvaluable. - and children from' going there’; sond the prices -

~ paid are insufficient to induce able-hoc'hed men to engage in this
industry under circumstances so di%dvintageou@ +The returns of
-cowries ‘have been exceedingly limited. . It is believed that about

- 10 candics will mmuallv be collected bv‘thc coIony now . estabhshed

there AT -

Tox‘tmse. .
at least aré annually collected from this shoal.

103. Emstmﬁ festnctlon against vigiting Suhel;, the ﬁshmg ground

Proh:bxtron to go thore .
_ grievarce. with the. pemple of Kowmty ;. but while

"the- Pant}aram attempts to preserve. the. few trees and the excluswe
right of fishing, some such rule®may be requmte

104, The island of Agaty lies about 35 miles. to the north-west '

" Islend of Agaty.  © of Kowraty. The shoal water about this island,

Tho shoal desoribed. - as'may be seen. from the .map, 18 very extensive '

but . although shown 4s one continuous coral: xeef, the island of Agaty

.and the sister islands of Bmgax"mw aud Tingaram are enclosed within -
separate breakwaters, the connecting shoal having decp soundings -

between the two. - The Arraty sheal is lurge, the outer ridge well

defined, and the lagoon enclosnd by it is large, deep, and clear . of
obstruction—so mueh so that.in rough weatlicr the ripple is too strong .
to admit of soaking the cocoanyt, huck on the west and ]an'oon-mdo of
the island. - Fish is abundang, and the populahou are known as pqrtx-

cularly expert fishers md sailors.

Kal paty.

102 '[‘wcntv 0 thn‘zy puunds of tortoise shellk ,

and cowry banks of their forefathers, is 4 sore -

a7 |
105. "The island of Agatv, the most “eeterly of the group, is long
“and narrow; the main island meaburmg 6,400 °
yards, or about three and-a-half miles in longth,
aud ab is greatest breadth 800 yards. The average breadth may

Extent of 1sland.

- be 600 yards, giving a superficial area of nearly 800 acres. To the

south lies the detached island of Kalpaty, which is
claimed ns Pandaram proper‘cy, a few cocoanub

- plants are mtcxspersed in the, Junfrle that covers it.

] by : 106. The chmate of Agaty is drlet, and the
Ciiaate .. soil more sterile than that of the eastward NMnds S
of the group. i ¥ SO T
Some attempts have been made to form totam (m'hlﬁmal gardon
land), but the extent is too small  to merit much
Totam. ‘
: - attention, and, as in Kowraty, it s a_lmOeb cntirely

under cocoanut plantation. g g # I
108. The island is sub-divided into three Cheris or dxvxsmns, and
contained a populamon, in- December 1847, as shown in the statement
below. Ninety-six, males and some femalns were lost in two boats
which were wrecked in the hurricane of April 1847, and about 200 are -

said to have been carried off by cholera in 1845. The fullest comple-

- ment of population of this island may be taken at” 1,700 inhabitants :—

" Statement showing the State of Population, §c., in Agaty in December 1847,

. L s Praces .
DwegLLINGS, PoryraTion. : - oF . Boarts.
o el Wopsair |
Name, T S 8 %
‘of Cheri gr SN g ] =
Division. [ : o 1s8id) 2
R SR R I A - R O A N T R
e A Sk | ] cla 18218 @
==} 7 = [ Soje (AR Su] &) &
Tekkachery ...| 86 | 35 | 124] 169} 1494 43| 7| 1| 1 | .. | 18
| Yedduchery . | 96 | 12 | 123 166} 166 460 | 8} 8} 3 | 3} 2
Baddakachory .{ 96 37 2291 2301 1841 643 9 -2 1 5] 16
Total .| 278 | 84 | 481 ] 565 499} 1545/ 24 11| 5 | 8| 55

; : , -A return showing the classification of the
| Vide Note 20. - people according to their occuptmons is appended

: : in & note. . ; : ..
109 The 1sland is a Melachery or inferior-caste island, but its
_people are more active and enterprising—those of

Inhabitants nf Mela- .
'Cherydcuste i, ‘}(xltan’etcepted——t}nn auy wet with on the
' islands. - Theéy are withal tho least amenable to
e o the mlo of the Beebee of Cannanore. ’



28

© .

110. A very considerable portion of this island -still remamns

unplanted.” And the whole is imperfectly planted
out whon compared with Kowraty and the Com-
pa.ny 8 islands. : ‘

Plantation deficiont.
State of plantation.

Statement showing the Stute of the Plan.
tation in Agaty in December 1847,

' €0

o8] gt $ 2 )

B |gaEE . S 111 The margmal retnrn - shows

| % o= o

b o mEEd )R i | thestato of the cocoannt plantafion ;
GBI -3 B B allowing 124 per cent. for unproduc-
- o808 3 . : '
E2 %g 553 51 % 3 tive trees, the probable number of
S - s = . "

EE‘ = - K = bearing trees may be about 39,000.

!44,500 39,025 14512lesennl 17 | 0 ° o ‘
Pandaram pwperty‘ e - 112. Nearly the whole

Abstract Statement showing the Number of Trces in the of the plantation of the

.- actual enjoyment of the Deebee of Cannanore in Decem- . Cy
ter 1847] v / / ] island ‘is in the hands

N.B.~—The first thres items have accrued by confis- ’ : :
cations and escheats.  The fodrth and fifth ure plant— culars of which will be
ations formed by the Rajah's servants. found appended.

113. Asin Kowraty s0 also in thlS 1sland the differences between -

Difforence between the Pe0DI® and the Pandaram in regard to waste land

people and Rajah about forms a very rife subject of Jealousy and ill-fecl-

wosteland. ing, which has retarded progressive plantation.
The Pandaram have long claimed the right to all unoccupied land, but

~ no wall has been kept up in this island to separate the plantation of:
the people from the waste. . Frauds of former servants, and encroach- -

ments by natives employed as such, have enabled some of the chicf
families to plant out, and possess themselves 6f plantations situated on

land which is alleved to have been waste when the right was gsaumed.

Of these plantations, their descendants are now in enjoyment, and

g

o=y = of the people. DBut the

°3 3 Pand 1o N
Name of Cheri or ..E:' IS ‘E:«‘ . andaram clams - gen~
Division. %’ g4 g 2 mum (landlord’s) rights
! 2 £ 9 a over a considerable
< - i ~1 portion. These claims,

1, Yeddachery ... o~ 286 22 216 3
o Badakachery .| 134 | 153 | 751 | however, are not ac-
3. Tokkuchery .. .,| 413 444 677 quiesced in" by the
o Total,.| 853 | 619 | 1,644 | immemorial occupants;
4. Garden in Toke Pak ...| 778 | 120 2 and the n}lmbe" of trees
. —- — actually in the enjoy-
b. Garden in ngdake ng. 847 263 ment of the Becbes is
Total ... | 2,478 | 1,002 | 1,62 | -only that shown in tho
- marginalabstract, parti--

x)g : ’ B *’5\}_
somewhat unreasom‘ble und unscrupulouq attempts of t‘ma I‘andaram
to resume these plantations—without power to-enforce the claim against

the feelmgs and influence of the whole island—have miscarried. The

‘matter is still an opcn questwn, the result; of whxch is watched with

anxiety. . e
114. The anuual coir produce of thls 1sland is8 dlﬁ'erently sta‘ced but

5]
Gotr pmduce it apparently averages. about. 250 candies per

vide Note 28. - annum. The trees of this island yield so small a
';,‘:“;E‘g’; osr. quantity of juico that the manufacture of jaggery

is not so extenswely carried on as’it is in Kow-
raty and this channel of evasion being cut off, the monopohes of ﬁ01x"
and cocoanuts press the heavier on’ the people Stilla conmdemble
quantity of jaggery is annmﬂly ma@e, thongh ab a comparatwe]} gre.xter
sacrifice by the producer. s
115, Of late years there has been a ﬂ'ocd deal of smugtrhng of coir
Cotoanut trade. from this island.. While the trade in nuts-has
Chiefly clandestine. * heen chiefly clandestine " and it is difficult to ascer-
tain the quantity exported. The Beebee’s monopoly is now but sgan-
: ‘ tily supplied with nuts’; and ‘much oil is made on
SO the spot, whereby the nut monopoly is evaded.
116. The Agaty recefs are exceedingly productive. in cowries; and,
if properly fished, would produce not" less than
three and-a-half to four candies. In former years
the Pandaram obtained two to three candies of cowries from Agaty, but
latterly the supply has fallen off. One candy or pne and-a-half candy is
the recent rate of supply.
117. The tortoise shell of Agaty cannot be separated from that of the
nmghbourmg islands of Bingaram and Tingaram,
* Tortaise shell. " and it is occasmndlly brought from Permal Par to
this island. I am told that 10to 15 ibs. perannum has been of late the
average quantity received by the Pandaram. The number of turtle
caught no doubt produce more, for Agaty has the best fisheries of the
Congidersble  smug. roup, but tortoise shell is an article which is easily
gling.” : smuggled, and it is a matter of notoriety" that the
people of Kiltan are in league with the people of Agaty and axd in
smugghno' tortoise shell.
118. There -are but few lime and bread—frmt trees in Agaty The
. cocoanut is the only, product of commercial or’
(Otherproduce.  goonomical value. ‘ : ,
119, Attached to Agaty, and at a distance”of about seven mﬂes, lies
lelands of Bingurem ‘the shoal ,which contains the three small islands
garam,
Tingaram. ~ of Bingaram, Tingaram, and Baba Karyukar's
Note 19. .~ Parly.” The islands are small, but the shoal water

- . -*
. Cowries.

is extensive and in parts deep. It abounds in fish, cowries, and ’t‘uftle,
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120 The, islands lack the quhwtmtmn of coral which underlics, ;
Described. soil of other I\Lmdq and are consequently deﬁmcut
No water. of good water. But from the same cause their

soil i 13 dnmp and fertile, and in their present deseited state they are all
three covered with an almost impervious jungle
of wild pine-apple and brushwood—~intergpersed,
however, with a few cocoannt trees,

Jungle.

121. The marginal return shows the state of plantation on each of
the islands.  The trecs arefine,
and the soil good ; but neglect,
vermin, - and jungle  getract

Statement of the Plantation in Bingaram, &c.,
in December 1817,

: ~ Fall. |y greatly from their valué. . They
«{ Name of Island, { grown Trees. Plants. y R
. Proes. | 1rees.  are pillaged by fishermen, and
: : 3 probably not more than half a
Bingaram .| 2,928 | 1432 | 2,806 | J5kh of nuts a year are recovered
Tingaram 2,695 5,793 746 C ;
Parly .w.: 81 200 4 4| by the Beebee of annanore.
anagement  the
Total .| 5,014 | 80| sos6| Under good ihanag .
hd : ‘ ‘ islands would be valuable, "

129: These islands, thh their valuable cowry and. tortoise banks and

~ roperty of the
Originally belonged to ﬁshenes were originally the property

the people of Agaiy.  people of Agaty. They were confiscated about
Confiscated. MK. 937 (AD. 1764) as a punishmenb for the
Note 19. B murder of an obnoxious Accountant, to whom the

carrying out of the restrictions on trade. then introduced had been
entrusted. Free use of the shoals, &c., was, howeyer, at first left to the
peoplc a sum of 400. rupeces paid in coiv being chargeable, against the
% Vido Lient, Dentlys  1nhubitauts of Agaty on account of the Beebee of
Report, 1793, Cannanore’s property* thereon.. Their direct
management has since been resumed. They arc now under the Karya-
Now strictly preserv- kar of Agaty, and are stncrl\ preserved. Proceed-
ed. . ing thither even' to fish without orders; and
unaccompanied by Nadpaul (village messenger), is severely punished.
A watcher occasionally resides on the islands to protect the trees from
theft ; and once in a month or six weeks the Karyakar goes thither to
gather the fruit of the trees. Once or twice a year the whole population
of Agaty is req\nred to collect on the islands to.gather cowries for the
Pandaram. On these occasions two or three candics of cownes are
' collected, and the people paid a small cooly-hire. ‘
123. The system now obtaining with regard to these 1slanda is pecu-
System bad, and waste- liarly bad. The want of fresh water throughout
furof valuable land. - the year precludes their permanent occupation,

but these islands are the Agaty fishing grounds ; and for the sake of a

very small profit the fishing is restricted and the comfort of the people

of Agaty much diminished. Both the zslam}s are qmto abitable during

Y
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,thc monsoon, and the people vmuld were the hberty conceded, glad}v .

burn the jungle and sow coarse grain as is done by the people of Ameny
in Kadamut. They are anxious to plant’ theso islands, but they are

“strictly forbidden. The trees now standing were chicfly planted by

~ the islanders before confiscation, and duaring the. period when they .

rented tho islands. Two or three Karyakars have made some desultory
efforts to reclaim thesc islands on account of the Pandaram, but they are
still in the wildest state.
124 Again the cowry banks are by far thp best of the whole group,
The valusble cowry @and are believed to be capable of producing

beds xot fully worked- annually 12 to 15 candies of cowries of the value
of 700 or 80D rupees. Doubtless were they free they would yield six” .
or eight candies of cowrics a year The present restrictions prevent

- development, and the unremunerative rates of pwment hold out no

allurement; to fishers ; while the custom of requiring the whole pupula-
tion bf Agaty to go there with their wofiien and children at, certain”
scasons is ~oppressive and open to great abuse. |

125. The number of tortoise annually taken ddes
‘ not exceed 20 or 25,

'126. The prohibitions against going to Bingaram and Tingaram are

Fooling of the people dwelt on by the people of Agaty as a grievanco
relative t¢ theso restric.  of peculiar gravity ; and their breach is one of
tions. the forms in which their prnsenh defection hes

manifested itself.

) Part Seeend. " .

127. Having described the islands severally, their internal state and
Economical state of the fiscal system and general administration of the
the island. Cannanore family remain to be noticed. The
early submission of the people of the Laccadives to powers on the coast

Tartoige.

was probably voluntary ; and the feudntorywtfibute' payable by the

and reclamxed waste.,

Beebee of Cannanore to the Rajah of Cherikul
waa exceedingly light (6,600 fs., or 1,200 rupees).

The ecarly revenues raised from the island consisted in duties (Sunkam)
and royalties, of the same character as those of princes on the coast
No claim on the land occupied by the people has ever been raised ; for

No land revenue.

' ere the principle of a Innd assessment was introduced in Malabar in 178

a more lucrative exclusive trade and monopoly of produce had beex} :
enforced on thesé islands. “Thus no basis of rent or of a land revenue
was ever laid in the Laccadives. o
128. Right over unoccupied land waas, however, assumed af o later
Rojah has nolandlord's period, and jenmum rights of the Rajah over it
claim except over waste have (unwilling perhaps) been acquiesced in by the
people.  Bnt such land as had been occapied up to
the time of resnmption is, and always has been, the exclusive fee-simple
property of the people, over which the Rajoh has no jenmum claims.
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* . People  nnderstand D
theiy X‘XghtS- are gene}‘ﬂlly on IﬂOl‘tgage or SErviCe‘t‘eﬂu!‘e,

130. Fee-simple property on the Laceadives scems to have been con- -

Stato of Innded pro- Lmedtoa few principal families and their branches,

perty, and great infls- from whom it is held on scrvice-tenure by their

epeo of & fow families. 2., 7, yans or depondants. A service-tenure has a

Bont service. tendency to” become hereditary and form pre- :

Right to freight.
o scriptive Droperty, and such is its condition ob the

islands. The tenafits maintain and extend their plantations, and are

rarely, if ever, ousted ab discretion. l\wnoy rents are unknown ; and the
only produce rent known is that paid by tho meera Yunfermented
toddy) drawer, viz., & moiety of thesjuice drawn. The services usually
‘required ave the rg'mmno* boats, tilling totam land, &c. And, accord-
ing to the custom of the islands, those dependants must export their
coir and sarplus prolucp in thie boats of their landlord, who is generally a
thg‘f“ :ﬁ:ﬁ:&:?& tﬁi‘; “lords thus become the agents of their dopendants,
dependants. and as the protection. of the monopolies requires
the restriction of all cxport trade to these licensed and responsible

Tendency . of o tho  boat-owners, a monopoly of the internal trade is
wement row . . . . . .
arragement fo practically established in the hands of a few fami-

tha monopolv of - tho
interual trade into 1h6 lies This condition greatly enhances the burden

bands of & fow, and the .y .
efioot, of the fiscal system obtaining on these islands.
. 131, Wages are paid by the landlords at sub-
Wages.
. . - sistence rates in articles of immediate wnsumptlon
Money.is not in cir culation.

132. The staple verretable productwn of the Lwccadwes is ther
cocoanut ; and of its products, coir is by far the

f:?zho most import.  T0st important. The earliest source of regulur
ant production. revenue seems to have been a tithe thereof levied

Early exuction of a as duty (Sunkam) on exportatxon from the islands,
tithe thereof _ to which was added a tithe of the rice brought

in exchange, amounting in all to a tax of 20 per cent. on the staple

surplus produce of the island. For two centuries at least this duty, with-

roy'zlq:c constituted the revenue of the group. Thiese exactions aro

" gtill maintained ; but much has been superadded.
133. Trading relatmnq wore no doubt early established between the
Rajah and pcople of these islands, but the right of

Manopely of purchass  purchase of coir, to the exclusion of all others,

f 20 ro P
ﬁanﬁ?r(ﬁf,mmiu?iiﬁf was first introduced by Bamaly Rajah about M.K.
tuted; the sotual prico 940 (A D, 1765).  The market value of coir was

paid being aboub 23%
rupees worth of rico 2t then between 60 and 70 rapees per candy, and the

Rupees 2% per moodal, 4110 paid to the producer was fized at 30 to

or ahout 10 moogGaks, - N . ) .
35 rupees per candy imported into Cannanore : it

-

129. Proprietary vight is very clezn'i} defined, and well uﬁclemtc’ft’)d -
amongst the people. | Sales are rare ; the transfers

boat-owner,and charges freight in kind. The land- -

an
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wad paid in rice a,t a commutation pmce of Rupees 9;} per robbin.

The duties on coir, &e., exported from the islands and on rice, &c.,
imported were transferred to Cannanore, where they were charged as

import and export duties, and deducted from the payments made for
coir.  The actual payment to the people thus became reduced (20 per
conb) to about 24 rupees per candy. There were some further miscol- .
laneous deductions, amounting to about one per cent. on the whole, on
acconnt of expenses, nazct mnb, &c., and the people received about 233
rupeés worth of rice, at 21 ripees per moodah for each candy of coir,

~which left a profit—on & market value of 65 rupees per candy of coir—

of about Rupees 40 to 50 per candy.:

134. .Tudgmg from the present stato of these 1slands, and the earlyk
Probable snpply and  Teceipts of coir by the Compaty’s monopely, and
profiis derived while fyom the, information obtained by Lieutenant

. rice was at 2} rupees

. per moodah. Bently and Mr. Murdoch Brown in 1795, the

Vide Note 22, quantity of ‘coir delivered annually, when the
moropoly was first instituted, must have considerably exceeded 1,500
candies, and pxoduced a revenue of 65,000 to 75,000 rupees from this
single source, while rice was at the then prevailing high rates. As
these prices fell after the conquest the revenue 1mproved

135. Further profits on trade accrued f'rom the oxport of coir from
the coast, to Bengul and other places, and the family was rich,

136. By the rebellion of the Ameny Islands iﬁ 1784 the Beebeo of
Loss by rebelion of Cannanore lost sbout one-fifth of her revenues
Ameny. - from this source, and the jaghire of 7,380 rupees
granted from the Cherikul territories was no doubt an inadequate egui-
. valent, but the loss was more than compensated by
Equivalent. g . e .
, the further jaghire of Rupees 12,000, also granted

from the same territories about the same time.. In 1792, when both

were resumed by the Rajah of Cherikul, the loss became important.

137. Aftor the reduction of Capnancre in the war of 1791-92, and
Same systom con- cession thereof with Tippoo’s other territories in
;‘;‘e‘ﬁd azg‘e‘ce:iﬁ uc"‘_‘;’; Malabar, the Beebee of Cannanore was allowed to
1792, retain her Laccadive possessions provisionally,.
paying to the Honorable Company a provisional contribution of 10,000
rupees as a moiety of what she represented to be the profits of her
_trade with the islands. The existing fiscal system, with regard to coir

"monopoly, was maintained until M.K. 1001 (AD 1826).




-

<

NE

B

138 When the collection of sea cuwtoms dutms on merchandxsb at

An exemption from
payment of imporb dnt)
on coir was made in
1793 in favor of the

Beebee of Caunanore, -

who, however, keeps up

" the exorbitant impors

duty to Capnanore of
10 per cent. of all coir
and charges 10 per.

‘gent. on all rice im.

ported into the islacd,
¥ids Noto 23.

charged to this day

Cannanore was assumed on account of the Com-
pany in MK, 969 (A.D. 1793), coir imported
from the Laccadive Island was exempted under
the provisional arrangement ; the total abolition of
the monopoly of trade enjoyed by the Beebee of
Cannanore having becn ordered Ly the Governor-

Gencral, approved of by the Honorable the Court,
of Directors,and being at the time’ under immediate
contemplation. Nobwithstanding this indulgence,
an import duty of 10 per cent. continucs to bo
by the Becbee of Cannanore on all coir imported

"into Cannanore by the people of the Laccadives, to supply her own

monopoly. The islnd import duty of 10 per cent. of the rico paid
in exr‘hunwe for coir is algo retained. -
139. The commutation price of rice had been fixed about A. D 1770

The value of rice feil
and enhanced the pro.
fits by the difforence
between tho comimnta.
tion price at which the
peuplo ‘were paid and
the actusl value.

of monopoly have

at 2 rupecs per moodah of rice. And this rate
was maintained in payment to the people till as
late as M.K. 1001 (A.D. 1826). The islanders
did not participate in the full in the price of this
commodity, which was consequent on general peace
_.and prosperity of the country, but the profits
been. enhanced to the -Cannanore fannly, by - the

whole of this difference.

140. As early as

Prior to 1800 the
price had fallen, and
from 1800 to 1826 avor-
aged below Rs. 1.12.0
per moodah. Acteal
paymont below Rupees

© 18.8.0 per candy, and

prefits of the monopoly
above 850 per cent.

Snpply 1,400 to 1,500

" eandies,

Levenne 65,000 to
70,000 rupees.

1784 Tippoo’s of‘ﬁcers were d‘ble, it is believed, to
reduce it to 2 rupees per moodah in settling with
the people of the Ameny Island ; and such has been
the fall since, that for 26 }ea,rs-—-1800 to 1826—
the average price of rice in Canara wag Rupees
1-10-0'per moodah. Assuméd at Rupees 1-12-0,
the diffcrence reduced the actual payment (22 pe®
cent.) to Rupees 18-8-0 per candy, and greatly
enchanced the profits of theimonopoly. If the
‘Beebee’s islands kept puce with the Company’s
islands during that timc—and there is reason. to
believe they did—the supply- of coir must bave

been, after the begmnms,r of thé century, 1,400 to 1,500 candies of coir
whichm ust have produced a largely enhanced revenue.

141. Durmg the

Exceeded this rate
much. . |
Ex. gr. the Canara

: Islands.
-

Rajah Kérmar’s life, M.K. 991 (A.D. 1815) to M.K.
- 1000 (A.D. 1824), the proﬁts of this trade probably
excceded the sum named by Licutenant Bentley in
17955 for the average revenue derived from the
small section of the group attached to Canar:

was 20 408 rupees per aunum du'mg these 20 }cars.

Abstraet Statement Jowing in B years average from

"1214 (1805) fo 12534
pm‘ candy, and gi
.)09 tO 1‘)1

‘ﬂ
(121418 .. 6t 10 52

35

. commercial * value,—ave-
Candies. ¥ds. Ibs, Taging = upwards of 60

: Ta rupees per candy—till
Gcro of |1219—23- .. 63 2 ¢
TRES O 53“’“’51%355-_32 - 88T A.D. 1827. In Fusly 1236
oo 22331 e 5 .o .
: (123438 ... 43 ‘1’ g -1t ‘suddenly fell to about

Y 1239043 - .., 1 3. SERRE I v S
fro:rem"B of 5 years ,w Frimrr ".!Z 1; ga level © Varions  causes
\ 124953 .. 24 15 13 are said ‘to have affect-
: vera, f3 . - nand ir
frorverago of § years } 1954—56 ... 24 .14 z+ ©d the demand for coir

e @

29 rupees, and even aver-

e 1239 o 1910 10 :
| iiptalle o 5. years | ]1::4(1) .. 20 ¢ 3t aged during five years
i o prices were 4 Q0 5 . :
Towet, pri \I 12 - }2 g i’i (1239 to 1243) as Jow as
. L1243 e 14 5 3 Rupees17§. Prices have

Total... 8 8 1

e

not, and. probably never
will, recover their former

——————" ‘about  this ' time and

N.B.—Na sfntpmonf of what the Car
manore Coll‘ . . .
might huve realived can be got. The above is an  Caused  this = extraordi-

abstract of the Canara returas, and will serve as an

a p proximation.

Sudden fall  in

vaiue,
L]

- nary . decline  (such -us
: . the extended use of
chain cable, &c.,), but the real cause is probably
to be found in circumstances uffecting the supply
which is now derived from other sources.

143. The fall in value has equally affected the coir of the Canara and

© Fall equally affected
all cmr

Fide Canara ' Ameny'

Report of 1836,
No chan 208  intro-
tuced in consequence in

Ameny.

Vide Appendix

Cunnanore Islands. But in the former the Goveru-

ment having enjoyed “‘ all the advantages of high
prices for many years ” (a revenue averaging
upwards of 20,000 rupees per annum from 1805
to 182G), it was considered that they could not

‘now fairly call on the islanders to share in the

loss by low prices,” and no change whatever took place in the Grm ern~

. ment islands:

144, On the Cannanore Islands, on \ the contr_:‘, , as soon as the prices

Statement  of  the
Prices of Canara Island
Coiy from A.D. 1825
(MLK.. 1000} ¢ AD.
1829 (3L.K. 1604y,

Per Candy.’

RE, AP,
1825 (1001)... 63 4.0
1826 (1002).. 65 0 0
1827 (1003)... b2 1 5}

1823 (1008).., 23 11 24

1829 (1005)... 19 10 22
Iu Cannanore Is]&nds
rednced to about 101
rupees worth of rice.
Profits small.
T.oss to Goverament

“in Cavara Islands.

began to waver in M.K. 1002 (A D. 1826), the
nominal price was reduced from 30 to 22 rupees
per candy, subject to the same deductions, (about
2L per cent. on account of duties and expenses).
The value continued to be paid in rico at the same

commutation prme——Rupees 21 ‘per  moodah— .
.although the market price fell to 1} rupees - per
moodah. The actual payment to" the people -

becawe about 104 rupees per candy. Still, as the
prices of coir fluctuated as Jow as 14 rupees
per candy, the profits of the Cannanore monopoly

142, L‘xccadwe coir

Ri1) the darket Value of Coir mam i i
tj in detail the prices of the 5 Years, . tained - 158 ] hlgh
ng which they were low st,

must ha.ve been small. Durmrr some years tha -

.



. payment for coir to the Company’s islanders were in'sroogs of the sale
VCTe 1N rpess of the

receipts.

145. Betwaen’M.K. 1002 (A.D.J1826) =

Rates retailed till

1833, but payment irre. - guard

gular, . .

36

5,

g

, nd MK, 10084, }839),
during the managership of Hussan Cootty=z . ¢

ian to the young Rajah, the above .
were nominally kept up, but there is TEASON.

g

believe that much coir was received and not paid for, or paid for in;
promissory notes, which are not yet all redeemed.

146. In' M.K. 1008 (A.D. 1832)

Further -reduetion of
the' price  to about

which still obtain.

further reductions were made,
and those changes of system were -¢ommenced,
Cash rates and - commutation

Rapees 6-6:0 worth of prices arve abolished, aud 54 moodabs of rice per

rice per candy of coir.
Important reduction

candy of coir was fixed as the price, subject to the

‘In the subsistence of - gaye deductions of 21 per cent., which left the actual

the population.

per moodah), or Rupees 6-6-@ per candy of coir.

Statement showing the Difference tn.the Quantily of Rice P
Islander might import for a Candy of Coir on the Cannanore

Tslands.
UxpeR THE FosmEr Rarms.

S oM, B
Number of moodahs of

rice received at 30

ropees per. candy,

~commuted at 24 ru-

pees per moodah of

rice .. .. 13 16
Less deduction of 21

per cent, . . 2o

Rece.ived number of -
moodabs ... v 10 2045

Difference 14633 per
cent ... e, . 610%

UxpER THE PRESENT Rates.
M. 8.
Number of mondahs of
,rice per average at
3% maunds of coir -
per moodak of rice.. 515
Less deduction of 21 :
Sper cent. e - e 1.3

- Total moodahs ... 4 12

Tee

~ Btatement of the Probable Quantity of Rice imported.:

Unper ForMir Razes,

For 1,400 candies of coirat
10 maunds 22} seers of rice
per candy. s

Number of moodahs 14,600

Uxpgr PrrseNT RATES.

For 1,400 candies of coir at 4
maunds 12} seers of rice per
candy.

Number of mocdahs 5,950

Difference ... §,650

" payment abont 4} moodahs of rice (at 14 rupee
This rate scarcely
“pays -~ for the

h
manufacture. And
it were needless

to point out how
materiaily  the
prosperity. of . the

whole population
necessarily suf-
fered- by  s0
sudden check as

" ‘reduction in price

of the staple

~article  of sub-

sistence - of about
146 - per :cent

~Tho suffering has

been great, and
popular  discon-
tentis unbounded
Taking, the pro.

hable cxpoi’ts prior to 1826 at 1,400 candies of coir, the supply of rice

Farther enhanced by
decreased production,

 TLoow) retail trade by
the Pandaram about

Rs. 5 per cazdy of COif-  former rates (ab 4 ma

was ab once re
quantity of coir bas sfne
for want of accurate data the deficicncy cannob
—and tho distress has been by so much enhanced.

147. For internal retail trade rice

duced by 8,650 moodahs.,  But thi
¢ much Vvdecreased‘«-
lie shown-in’ ﬁgures

is imported into the island:
(no freight is paid) by the Pandaram and issue

to the people in exchange for coir-  Under th
unds of coir per moodah o

R

g
ol

@

rice) they received sbent 73 to 9 rupees per candy; but sinco

1826 (at 6 maunds of coir per moodah of rice) about 3% moodahs °

of rice aro given for a candy of coir, or about & rupees per candy.
The poor, . who live from hand to mouth, avail themselves of theso
rates ; the richer prefer exporting to Cannanore, by which they. sa‘é*e
about half a rapee on the candy.  None other may trade with the people.

" 148. When coir is received, it is dried, beaten, and weighed, not by

‘Mode' of weighing. the candy, bub cach maund is separatcly made up

 Cowiderable excesses.. g0 as to turn the seale; a considerable excess
Vide Note 25, . '

R - is thus secured on the candy. » o
149..1 have assumed. throughout that the candy of 640 Ibs. is used ;
Condy  assume 4 of but it is" admitted that, for some years z?t» least, &

610 s, " candy.of 680, Ibs. has been exacted, which places
Vide Noto 26. the monopolist in abétter position by G per cent,,

and the people, by the same amount, in a worse one. It is probable

the eondy of G+0 1bs, was the original one,in use. .

150. The natural consequences of unremunerative prices and &
Remarkable deteri- System of mouopoly, in‘paral'ising industry %na ;
oration in the manufac- emulation, has taken place in the fullest measure’
ture of coir in Govern- . : . . . .
ment Island was per- O these islands ; and deterioration in the quality
ceived. . of the coir has been serions. The effect of the
‘monopoly system even in the Government islands was such that in
1820 a classification of the coir according to its
quality was found necessary, with a view to check
this carelossnoss. For some years this arrangement has produced
the desived effect; but the effectual hold over thése people consists in
the fear of a powerful Government and of any change of the system by
which they now pay their revenue in an easy manner and receive fair
prices with the benetit of a certain market. On the Cannanore Islands,
on the contrary, the prices arc at the lowest, and the power of the
Ou Casnanoro 1slana  Rajah being in a great measure effete, the people
no hold on the people. would not probably submit to any classification
which should reduce their rates further ; they have nothing to lose, and
no inducement to cxertion. Hence the quality of the coir exported
from these islands s suchas would probably be rejected in the Govern- £
The coir very in. ment godown as third-class coir. The difference
differcat. of quality must be seen to be appreciated, and was

“ide Note 27.

estimated by the Beebee’s agent, who accompanied me, at not less than

25 per cent. to 30 per cent. The people can make, and actually use,
good coir for their own purposes, but they cannot afford to make. it at
the Beebee’s prices ; thus, from their inability and unwillinguess to do
justice to their fine raw material, the public consumer is a serious loser. .
151, The waste, too, of this valuable article on the Cannanore Island
¢ —cither from the husks not being made up into
yarn, or from coir ‘being sacrificed to the manu-
facture of jaggery, in which tradeis free—is of

. A large quentity ©
raw material is lost,
Vide Nuie 28.
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such importance that a note on the subject is appended, from which

" it will appear that I estimate this loss at not less than 83 per-cent. of
¢ what the manufactnre might be, if the sameé inducement were held out
as in the Company’s islands - :

152. So sudden, extraordinary, and permancnt a change in the

Tho reductions havo price of a great staple as took place abont 1826
fgessfd yery heavilyon in the price of Laccadive coir, would necessarily

¢ people. . ’

have affected the condition of. any people even

under free institutions ; but trammelled as is their industry and évery
resource by oppressive restraints, it could not
be met with that elnstlclty which finds compensa-
tion in increased energy and industry in production, and the case of
these islanders has been lamentable.,

Vide Note 29.

153. The reahzatwn of a revenue was, of course, requisite ; but where |

Changes  injudicions Circumstances had ocourred which tended.to alter
anddprubabiy unanthe-  the contlition of those confided to the care of the
rize . - .

Cannanore family so materially, deliberate and

" cafefi]l inquiry, in communication with the Government, was called for

before acting. And the Rajah certainly erred in judgment, and probably.
" mistook - his position when he introduced, without notice to the

Government, changes which have affected so seriously the prospemby of
8,000 or 9,000 Company’s subjects. :

© 154. The Laccadives have always exportcd a considerable number

Cocoanut trade was ©Of cocoanuts annually. This trade, however, .was

free till 1825. ot subjected to restrictions till aftér the death of

K4rnGr Rajah, in M.K. 1006 (A.D. 1825).
155. The Rajalis, as well as the islanders, had long found their account
Prado between the in trading in this article. The Rajah gave 4 to 8
people and Rajab. anmas per 1,000 in advance of the coash market
prices, and, however dangerous the pr inciplg, the trade appears to have
continued for many ycars on aliberal and, as the islanders admit, decidedly
_advantageous footing to themselves. The death of Karnir Rajah
and the fall in the commercial value of coir were
precisely contemporaneous in M.K. 1001 (A D.
182 C 5), and ITugsan Cootty Yellyah, who then became guardian of the minor’
Rajah, took advautage of existing commercial relations to make delivery
~ of all nuts compulsory ; and trade in this article also became exclusive.
The price paid for the nuts was reduced to 5 rupees per 1,000 delivered
Paid for ab Re. 4.8.0 in Canpanore, and was paid in rice, on the mport
- per 1,000. . of which into the islands a duty of 10 per cent.
is further chmrged which rednces the actual price to abont Rupees

’ Monupolv introdnced,

4-8-0 per 1 ,000. The value of nuts on the coust dumng this time has -

averngod 7 to 9 rupees por 1,000 {occasionally
more), and the direct profits have ranged from 2
to 4 rupces, and averaﬂcﬁ not less than Rupws 2-8-0 per 1,000 nuts.

Profits.

‘. 5
& .
156. The monopoly, howeve,r doubtful may be the right to introduce 1
new restrictious, has been strictly enforced up to this year.

157. A rife sub;cub ‘of recrnnmatlon is that the Rajah mcmopohst

Large allowances re- lrequires, iu receiving by tale, largor allowances
quired. , (deductions. for bad nats, &e.,) than is vustomary
in the free market ; while on the other hand the Pandaram state that
the nuts supplied by the people are below the average quality brought
into.market, Both facts are probably true, and are the natural conse-
guences of the system.

158. During Kérntr Rajab’slife the cocoanut trade was very active. And

Prositable  rovenue Wheu firstmade ¢ oxclusive, the supply certainly was
derived therefrom. not less than 10 to 15 lakhs of nuts, yielding 2,000
to 2,500 rupees profit. The people state that they were then buoyed up
by promises that the trade should be relieved again as soon as the coir
market righted itself, and the xmmedzatg difficulties of the Rajah ‘had
disappeared. Asthe monopoly, however, has continupd without prospect
of relief, niew channels have been found, and for the last five years it
appears, as admitted on all hands, that the revenue derived from . this
source has been comparatively small. Probably the annual supply has
fallen of late to a few lakhs of nuts, 50 per-cent. of which came from the
single island of Androt. The year before last it fell short of 200,000
nuts ; the profits from which would amount to from 800 to 500 rupees.

159. In Androt and Kowraty the manufacture of jaggery has rapidly
] increased of late years, to the detriment of the
Channels into which

industry  has' been coir and nut trade. In Agaty, besides the manu-

turned. . facture of jaggery, much cocoanut is converted into
Jaggery, &o. oil, halwa, &c. And in all the islahds, especially’
Smuggling. Kalpenni, considerable smuggling has gone on ; of

which the Company’s subjects and the Minacoy - islanders aré the chicf
carriers. The Rajah’s servants probably connive. ‘
160. Thus, as a financial measure, this monopoly has become unpro-
i ductive ; but from a moral and economical point of
Revenne trifling, bot
the feeling of the poople  view all its vices continie. And I found the
much irricated. © people’s feelings much opposed to this novel and:
Vide Noto 30, unauthorized impost, and greatly exasperated by
the levy, last year, of sowe fines (2 rupees per 1,000) for breaches of
this restriction. :
Juggery. © . 161, The javgery trade is still free and increns-
Meera drawors are ing; bnt the mecra (unfermented toddy) drawers,

hoavily taxed for the
aupport of the pablic who are the manufacturers, have to confribute

servants, &e. largely to the support of the public servants, and
Vide Note 31, cesses are levied on them under the name of
: ' nazeranal, '
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162. The other vegetable productions of the

oocasionally beos mono. islands are insignificant, but they too have from
polized. time to time been monopolized, ¢.g., the Morinda

Vide Note 32,

citron of Androt and the lime of Kowraty.

63. Cowries and tortoise shell taken on the shoals are, as before

Cowries and

tortoise  described, strictly monopolized as sources of reve-
shell. _ nue. They were assumed as royalties at an early -

- pericd. 1In the Maldives, whero large quantities are fished, they consti-
tute an important part of the native Rajah’s revenue. ' :

164. The cowry has long been an 1mportant article of Indian com-

Best cowry fisheries

o  tho Canmanore the Laccadive shoals.

Islands.

merce, and is found in considerable quantities on
The best fisheries are in
the Cannanore Islands. They arestrictly preserv-,

ed, and permission must be obtained to fish them ; and when fished, the
whole find must be delivered under heavy penalties to the Pandaram.

Received by measure
in exchange for rico.

for rice.

165. They are received by measure in exchange
‘At the earliest fixed rates, two seers of

Formerly 2 seers of pice were paid per seer of_cowries, and at this

rice per seer of cowries.

Deoits - varied with rate payment was. continned $ill the death of
valueofrice. -, " Kgrnhr Rajah‘ 1001 (1825-26). While the rate

Statement shawing Profits on 1 Candy of Cowries, while the
Price of Rice averaged 2 Rupees per Moodah,

£3. A, P.

_To value of 1 candy

of cowries' of .
312 secrs. . .. 60 00

P

Total ., 50 .00

By rice paid for 312
seers of cowrms,
at 2 seers of rice
per seer of cowry.
Number of moo-
dahs (0f 60 scers
each) 12 maunds’
24, seers value at
rupees per Imoo-
dah 26 00

Beebee's proﬁts 100
per cent. . .2 00

Total .. 80 00

While price of Rice averaged 1% rupees per Moodah.

RS A. P,
To value of 1candy
of cowries of
312 seers... . .. 50 00

" cnmvarma i,

Total .. 50 0 0

. BS. AP
By rice paid for 312
seers of cowries, at
2 seors of rice per
scer of  cowry.
Number of moo.
dahs of 12 mannds
24 seers,valueat 13
rupeespermoodah. 18 120
Bocbee's proﬁts
1663 per cent. .. 31 40

;Tota.lf. 50 ¢ 0

RS, A P.

paid to. the ,people
continued unchanged,
the profits of the
monopoly increased
as the price of rice
fell. The value

of cowriesnow ranges

at from 65 to 80
- Tupees’ per candy,
but the moderate

“rate of 50 rupees per

candy 18 assumed
in the two marginal

.statements which are

prepared to show the
probable profits at
different.  periods,
according to the price
of rice, viz., when it
cost- 2 rupees per
moodah, and when it
cost Rupees 134 per
moodah, as it subse-
quently has,

To value of 1 c-mdv

- monopolized,

166 Vv hen the inar ket value of‘ coir, {'ell about 1826, ¢ he paymenn for
' . cowries was reduced
1o 1 seer of rice per
--geer of cowry—one-
“half the former rates.
cowries. Nunr. R
her of moodahs 6 ‘No change, however,
maunds 12 seers, " i a . )
value thereof at 15 EE S m ,the' .market value
rupecspermoodah. 9 6.0 of cowries took place,
Beebee's profits 4333+ - - ‘d ‘the fits b v
~ percent.., - .. 40 100 A0 b e.pro i be-.
came = upwards  of

400 pe centu

. BS, &P, A ®:
By rice paxdf.)r 31‘2 o
_of 312 seers of seors of cowrxes,"‘“
7 cowries .. ..800 0 at 1 seer of rice -,

. . ‘for 1 candy of -

.

Total .. 56 00} =~ - Total, .50 0o

 Foresd to raiso it 167 Dlscontent anrl decreasmg supp}y under
again by 50 percent.  this change, 'however, soon forced the Rajah to
ES. AP _®s.a®. increase the paymen$

By rice paid for 312
P ‘to 1% secr of rice for

To value of 1 candy
seers of cowries,

of 312 seers of

COwEY .. .. 650 00] ati}iseersof rice ° " ene seor. of ‘cowries
g per seer " of B L
cowries.  Num. and this rate con--

ber of mocdahs B e -
9 mannds 18 seezs, tinues till the presént

value thercof at 1§ - time. ' The marginal
mpetspermoodah. 14 10,0 - =~ h
Reebee’s  profits - statement shows the
241}%§ por cent.. 35 60 _profits to be aboub

" Total., 50 00 - Total ;. 50 ‘o o 290 per cent

Fized rats mua; bo 168. The cxrcumsta,mes of the several mTands,
upequal. ~ " distanco travelled, &c., vary so greatly, howuver '
Vude Note 50- that any fixed rate must work exceedingly un-
equally. “And dxstant shoals cannot he ﬁ=hed ab the precent rates at all.

169. The revenue derived from  this source ha from s na’mre,
Probable = revenue DEen fluctnating ; for it 1s mﬁuence& by the price
now derived. ’ of rice and VaI'iOUS local circumstances. Noz are
the existing supplies to a monopoly paid for at the lowest rates, any
measure of the capabilities of the shoals. - From the best information
I could obtain 10 to 12 candies of cowries may be assumed as the.

© present annual supply from the Laccadives proper, which may yiel 1d,.

at the prescnt market ra.te, a proﬁt of 300 to 400 rupees,

170. Relieved from restrictions, 1ndu<=try would increase, and the
trade would be double.

-

171. When the monopoly or rova]t} of tortoise shcll wasg firﬂt

Tortoise shell. assnmed, 10to 15 seers of rice onlv were given for

Rates at which it was cach tortoise, according to it size and circum-

- stances; h*s seems to have been the rate till the,
6



N,

“«

. ghell and upwards, rice 1 moodah.
\\

42”

*

dea;h of Rajah Layoma, MEK. 991 (AD 1815~16) “The commercml

_ES. A B, rs. o p.. value of tortoise shell

fo valne of 1 By value of 15 seers .
tortoise yielding - of rice paid in at that time was at
. &% average 1} 1hs. - exchangs for. 1 ~leagt 15 rupees a
of shell, at 10 tortoise, at 2%
- rapees per pound. 18 0 0 mﬁoes per moo- .
dah . 010 9 were doubtless con-
Beebeo's proﬁts

2,132 per cont. .. 14 & 3~ siderable. Taking the
’ average at 14 1bs. of

Total 15 00 g Total .. 15 00

N.B.—Ten rupees per pound cnly are taken, The average, shell per tortoise, thB"i‘;
.acconnt between the

was nearly double.
Beebeo and the islanders must have stood as per margin, allowing the
highest price for rice and the lowest market value for the shell:

172. The natural consequence of low prices followed ; the supply fell
" Prices aro raised ana O and the Rajah Kérntr, appears to have raised
Srsd at the prosent the rafes to those shown in the margin, about
ratos. : . 1825 ; and theso rates still obtain. - The payment

- Rates fized in Rajak Kérntr's time end since obtaining. for - a2 2nd C}aSs, -

18t Class~—For a tortoise yielding 7 pollums shell, or 2} verace) tortoi
1bss of shell, rice 1 moodah 25 seers, (Or averag e) tortoise,
2nd Clasz. '—For a tortoiso yielding & polIums iz lbs) of. 18 -now about one

moodah of rice; bub
the average market
value of tortojse shell
‘has also fallen latterly,
‘aud may be taken at

srd Cluss.—For a tortoise YIBIdmg 4 pollums (1% Ibs) of!
lhell and upwards, rice 37} seers. )

) BS, A, P. RS T X
To value of 1§lbs. By value of 1 moo-
of tortoiseshell, at dah of rice paid
-7 rupees per pound 10- 8 0 in exchange for
. . - 1 tortoise as per
second  class, at
1} rupees . per

moodah .. .1 8¢
Becbee’'s - profits
600 per cent., at 6

mpees per pound 9. .00

From the marginal
statement, it appears
that the profits now

‘ S derived ara at least
Total .. 10 80} Total .. 10 8 0 6 yupees per pound
‘ : o at present rates.
1’73 The ammmt of revenue now derwed from this source varies;
but the average supply may be taken at 1} to 2

Amonnt of revenue:

' .- realized. " maunds of shell per annurm, and the profits st
6 rupees per pound, «ma_v average 300 to 350

Vide Note 34, ’

“ rupees a year.

114 The protection of this lncrative branch of revenue is difficult,

Penalties of evasion and the penaltics for its breach have been very
severo. ., severe. The mm\opoheq of hoth cowries and tor-
toise Qhell were abandoned from the first in the Company’s islands, whero
t}:e people have become industrious and successful fishers. ‘

© 175, The protection of these petty monopolies, I the face of

Protection ‘of thess temptation so great; and where the whole body ef

gmnopohes becoming, the people ir directly interested in their over-
ifficnlt

pound, and  profits -

s :
"7 rupees per pound..

" throw, would be impossible pnder a less arbitrary
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system than that which prevazls or under a system of Justme whlcn
forbids superstitious ordeals and the a&mmxstratxon of caths to thc

suspected parties.

Nazeranss! ‘ 176. In addition to the wore general heads of
Fide Note 35. revenue, nazeranah - of various description are
‘ exacted

177. On the succession of the heir to the K‘&zeeshlp-—-'whlch is &
on ;ppomtmm of o hereditary office—a nazeranak of 300 to 500 rupees
Xx;z‘%z. Noto 30 is required before confirmation, The Kazee on the -
: Beebee’s island levies, in virtue of this nazeranah,
considerable contributions from the people. His fees and claims
are said to be heavy, and are rigoronsly exacted.” In Ameny, of course, -
no official nazeranak is required, and the Lazees fees cannot be sum-
marily levied.

- S

178. A further head of casual revenue of this nature are the naze.
Local titles and privi- ranal. taken from the chief people on whom titjes
leges. as Bandor, Patlor; Mulanjee Ror, Cheye Anje Ror,

&c, with small local dignities, are conferred. The origin of these titles -
is generally attributed to the Cherikul Rajah, who, on the early submis.
sion of the people to his power, conferred them in order to conciliate
the headmen, and established his influence. These dignities have been
kept up on the Beebee’s islands. A nazeranah
“of from 108 to 300 rupees-is paid, and the
title carries a few local privileges and & right to levy certain contribution

Fide Note 37,

‘on the people, such as the pick of fish, &c. The precise nature of these

exactions was kept from my knowledge, bub their weight is one of the

. grievances, ressonable or unreasomable, which is urged by the people.

A small inam was sometimesgmnte{i.‘ :

179. Naze; anah, varying in amount according to circumstances, but
not less than 8 rupees (4 to the Rajah, 2 to the

Nazeranah onaadicnces

- great. Becbee, and 2 to the Head Kariastan) is elactcd »
on all interviews or audiences granted by the Rajah.  Other oxpenses, o

it is said, ettend them. A pmce of cloth or moodah of rice is the return
present.

180. The peopie of tho group are sLxlful pilots, and were formeﬁly
employed as pilots to the Arabian Coast ; and they
, still frequently pilot Arab craft from the coast till
tnev have cleared the group. The pilot fees, formerly high, are now
reduceu and - 35 to 40 rupees for the longer voyage, and & to 10
rupees for the latter are usually received. . The malimi maryadi
(pilot custom) is a regular hcad of collectzon on the Deebee’s

T

Fees on pilots.
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islands, It consxsts in a nazeranah whxch is now fixed at 4 rupees
: ' to the Beebee, 2 o

" the local Karyakar,

and 1-to the Aec-

“Pilotage to drabia.

‘ - A STV
 To Nazeranaha~ . - By . remission ol conntant for the Ara-
*To Arrakel £ 0 0] mport duty. of bi . and for t1
. Karyskar .. 2 © 0] 10porcent.on 8 ~ . ian trip ; and for the
_» Accountsmt .. 1 00 Eg‘ﬁdahz cgis n:g, s shorter trip at rupees
valuo of which at - 2 to the Beebee, 1 to
Re. 1§ per moodah 1 .3 2
By excens of s, the Karyakar, and %
r:imah over value to the Accountant.
ofremisdon .. 812710 s, the other hand
Total.. 7 6 0! . -Toal.. 7 ¢ 0 jnland import duties
 Paletags past the Group. ; ) of 10 per cent. areo
. . R8s, 4. ] “ . me AR Tt i
To Nazersnabs— By romission of : r?mlt(&-d, A
To Arrakel - .. 2 0 0] import duty of 10 . eight moodahs of rice
w Karyakar . 0 1 0 0} per vent. on 4 - i« the first .c
w. Accountant o 8 0 moo@ahs of rce, -1 he  urst  .case
min" e h,.ot .-+ and on four in the
value o winch at -
e : .} s idpermoodah ¢ 9 ., second. Theaccount
R BIS_’ ;Z;?jﬂf’f aln‘f;”é‘é- * " would thus stand as
e e ~ romission ... 2 14 § permargin. Thoelocal
Total.. 3 8 0f  Total..'3 8 O officcrs being inter-

ested therein, itslevy
. : ia carefully watched.
181 The very nature of this exaction reqmres a constant and vexa-
' tious espionage; and as it is claimed from all
_ islanders, whether resident the coast or tho island,
who may engage as pilots, it is one of tho most pruminently urged of
their grievances, for it tends to prevent their enter.
ing a field where compehhon is free.
18" ‘\'a"cranaiws aro cxacted for perinission to wear ornaments, &c.,
and besides the payment of the servants, contri-
4 butions of vinegar, limes, the fine sort of cocoa-
yide Noto 39; " nuts, &e., are levied for use in Cannanore by the
family or the local agents. They are said to be
Iewed by tho servants by scquestration of the trees, &, Originally
‘voluntary, these presents have become compulsory, and are considered
vexatmus A door is opened to obvious abuses. :
; 3. The manufacture of Biche-de-Mer was introduced somewhat
‘recentiy, but very successful speculations thercin having been made,
 there has been a good deal of competition. The Rajah claims and
strictly preserves the royalty of holothuria ; anc
: ¢ither manufactares the Bxche-dc—l[er on his owr
account or rents the fishing to coast merchants and manufacturers
For these the people fish and receive merely cooly hire. The rates paic
by these contractor.s to the Cannanore islanders, during 1848, amm.ntec

"i

Ohjsctiennblo.

- Vide Note 38.

Wearing ornaments, -

Manopo}xzed.
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SR

to about 4 or 5 rupees worth of rice per canay of Bmhe de-Mer whxla“ o

the coast merchants were advancing 35 and 40 rupees per candy. to

“the bompany s islanders. The profits are exceedingly trifling, the.

Festing of the people quantity being small, and cannot compenqate for
- the general dlscontent whxch thls admtmnal .
restnctxon has excited. ' ‘
184. On the introduction of the salb and tobacco monopohes on the

Tobacco  #nd sm coast, they also were 1m1tated on the Caunanore

monopdlies.  Islands.
185. For many years salt was lmported by the Rajah from Goa and
Salt. ~considerable profits were made ; but the import
PideNota40. . has of late fallen into d1suse, and the people now

supply themselves. My mformatlon on this head, however, was not’
very satisfactory.
186. Tobacco is still imported direct from Bengal in the Rajab’s
Tobioco  fmported ships,. or supplied to the islanders from Mahé on
from Bengsl or sent account of the Rajah. It is imported in bundles
from Mabé. of three to three and-a-quarter maunds, the
Vide Note 41. prime cost of which isfrom 8 to 10 rupees per

| bundle in Calcutta, and is pr ocurable in Mahé for 12 rupees per bundle.

187. Coir is received in exchange for the tobacco, and the profits
are enormous. On the first introduction of the

The ea'r}y rates of
payment, and profts ~monopoly and while the higher rates for coir pre-

thoreon. vailed, 40 maunds (two candle's) of coir were
Statement showing the Probable Pr oﬂts on Tobacco while af 2 requxred per bundle
Candies of Coir per Bu.nutlc of 3 Maunds. © " of three maunds of
- RS, AR SRS A P g i
To value of two | By cost of one chip- 'tobaf:’c?' The sm{?“
candies (40 mds.) - om of chnlg“z?I to{i : ment in the margin
of eoir taken in aceo, freight an : .
exchange of one ‘ expen,se inclusive, 12 00 shows the P}"Oﬁts to
bundl; oﬁ IR Biegg:e s profits It)emg have - been nearly
maunds to. - per - ceut, or
bacco, at 66 Ra. - 37 Rs. per mam':d 18 0 0. 1,000 per cent., or 35
per candy .. 13000 to 40 rupees per
Total .. 130 0 0 Total.. 130 0 o aund.
Ratos since 1829-30, 188, Wher in M.X. 1005 (A.D. 1829- 30) the
and profits thoreon. lower payments for coir were introduced, the

Statement showing ihﬂ Probable P;oﬂts on Tobacco while at 8 ’przce was fixed at 756
Condies 15 Maunds of Coir per Bundla of 8 Maunds of maunds (3 9&!}&168 15

 Tobacco. . maunds) of coir per
Re AT ] RS, A. P

’.l'ovalueof 75 maunds® By cost of one bun. o bun‘dlo‘ of ‘tobacgo,
(th;ead um\ltfm 15 %le of fBen%:l tod.. : at which 1t stil
maunds) - of . coir acco, Irelghv an i oy ;
A u)1 . s exponses o sive. 12 00 stands. - The profits
for ope bundle Boebes's profits 525 are about 600 per. .
of tobaceo of 3 per cent.,about 20 ° ) 3
mannds, at 20 Rs. per ma\md ,. 6300 cent, or upwards of

* per candy of coir. - 750 0} L 20 rupees per mannd,

‘Total.i 1600 Total,. 750 0 thevalueof coirbeing -

20 rupees per cendy.
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Btotement l;_! the Probable Annual Revenue derived : e -
on an Average Supply of 25 Bundles (of 8 Mauads -
cach) of Tobacca. : 189. The annua.l supply to
Prior t0 1820.30 while 3 condiosof 8. a, ». the four islands is supposed
odir per . bundie of tobaceo were . 3
reguired, and profits were at the to be about 35 to 30 bundles
rato of 118 rupees per bundle ... 2,950 ° o. of threemaunds each, and

8ince 3 candies 15 mannds of coir t,he probable proﬁts are shown
wore required, and profits were

at 63 rupess per bundle .o 1,575 0 -0 in the margm’.

190. The use of tobacco is universal, but such is the facikity of
Tho recaipt of Pan.  5MUggling that no revenue could be realized
desawm tobacco not  without an inconveniently expensive establish-
npt:unal.
ment if the option were left to the consumer to
receive the Rajah’s tobacco or not. In the Canara Islands, where the
consumption is at least optional, the maintenance of the monopoly has
proved to be impossible, and all attempts to/enforce it have been
abandoned. The same must have been the case in the Cannanore
Islands had not the receiving a share of the Rujal’s imaports been made
compulsory.  When tobacco arrives, tho chict people of each Cheri
(division) are assembled, and to them is made over the share to bo

distributed in their respective Cheri. These, then, with the help

of the Karyakars, make the further distribution to the people. No

option of receiving it whatever is admitted, As soon as the gecounts

are prepared coir is lovied in liew, or the value is set down asa debt for

subsequent realization agamst the family of its x'euplent or his landlord -

(Kevy). »

¥ide Noto 47, © 191. The tobacco is occasionslly very inferior,

192. Probably nothing has contributed so much to plunge these

The eystem hasin. DPEOple into debt to the Rajah as this monopoly—
‘;ﬂsed %1“? dsbis of under which 131bs. of tobacco is charged a maund
P e,

o peop of coir, worth upwards of 1 rupee. In the first
mmstance payment for tobacco become book debts, and the exorbitance

Probably a good doal Of the price charged and indiscriminato and com-
»f bad debts on this pulsory distribution render their recovery in many
seconnts

instances tardy and difficult.

193. ‘Among the most pernicious results of existing commercial and

' : fiseal relations between the Rajah to the people, and
orest tg‘;"";;‘;‘?i?mgf of the monopolies of tobacco, &c., is the heavy
wising from pecessity arrears of balances of account on the books of the
‘{;Ji;?kmg sreditlrom  Roiah against almost every individual of his sub-
jects. Bxercising the exclusive right of trade on

he 1<t1:mds he dictates his own terms. Monopolmng the whole available
yroduce of the islands, he alone can make advances thereon, and he

sffectually bars outside traders from competition by giving them

-

wo TN
‘Those, thercfore, who are anxious to avail themselves of !‘Pf‘dlt must :
seck advances from the Rajah they can get none
Rato of advances. elsowhere. Advances of rice and other articles
are made for coir at the retail monopoly prices
* which obtain on the Island—formerly at four
maunds of coir, latterly at six per moodah of rice. 'The accounts are.
kept in bundles of coir {of one maund each), but
when exhibited as acash debt, this coir is entered -
at its"narket value. The compulsory monopolies of salt and tobacco
have been rich sources of these balances “of

_ Vide para. 147.

Accounut kept in coir.

Tobaceo, &c., mono.

polz. account. Judicial fines and penalties for breaches
Fincs carried to ac- of fiscal rules have likewise been carricd to book
evnnt. debt ; and embezzlement and malversation of

public scrvants seem to be commuted into debt,
Arenrs of rents, na. 10¥ Which their families have been made responsi~
teranaks, de. ble. Arrears of rent_of the Rajah’s gardens and
karama in Kowraty, fees loviable on pilots, import
duties, and nazerannl, (those for Kazeeships, local titles, &c., are so large
that they can seldom be paid in ready cash), have also been carried to
account against the various fumilies.. Nothing is written off as irrecover- -
able balance.

Embeizlement, &e.

184. 3uch that is reasonable and true may no doubt be stated of the
indulgent foeling with which advances are made;
and in urging their grievances on this account, the
pmplb, no doubt, exaggerate facts and forget the benefit, but a system
of open unbalanced account is very dangerous
between the ruler and his subjects; and there is
reason to believe that many of its pernicious eﬁ'ectb have been realized
Acoounts complicated  ON the islands.  The outery 1s loud against them.
and kept in doublezets. ' Tt would seem that these debts are rendered more
complicated by the double set of accounts in which they ape kept at
present. All recent advances, current accounts for tobacco, rent
(karama), fines aud penaltics, advances to the lower classes (who
Accounts of current Nave no coast-going boats) arc carried to account
debtukept ontheisland. on the. islands, and are kept by the local
Karyakars and Accounntants, who collect them and in cases of difficulty
make summary attachments by sequestration of property, &e., or make -
arrangements for monthly- instalments. A sccond set of accounts is
Second set consisﬁ‘:g kept in Cannanore. This Book debt consists of the
of ancient balances kept  old outstanding balances, on account of advances
in Cannanore. made at Cannanore to tho owuers of boats, of
" nazeranahs to the Rajah, trade accounts and the like. Some debts are of 20
Ten por cont.ofallcoir 200G 30 years "standing. On account of the balance
deducted onthisaccount-  due on this Book debt, 10 per cent. of all coir im-

The eflect.

Vide Noto 43.

' ported to Cannanore is now deducted in making payments. Many people
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_ Fxplamtmn ot e Stend indebted on both' accounts. - In conversa-
Ksrisstan! . tion the Kuriastan who accomp&med me, stated
that these arrears were balances of trade accounts
&e., but he added that the system of advances had
‘been abendoned in gr eat measure for 20 years; for sinco the full in the
price of coir the means of the family had so diminished a8 to preclude
their making of large advances recoverable at a distance of time, and at

System modiﬁn

,‘ some risk of their becoming bad debts; and because they found that the
“mode of their collection was likely to bring disrepute on their adininis-
tration.. He attributed the ill-will now manifested against the adminis

tration in some measure to this change of policy, and such I think may

" bo thecase. The circumstances of the family have been reduced by fall

in the value of coir, famly discord dﬂd other difficulties, and the advances
w}nch they were enabled to make to the people on their produce have
been greatly straitencd. F urbhex-, a system which,
“however bad in itself, had become thoronghly
a part of the administration, bas been changed, perhaps with foo

. 1'“55vt on the peopls.

“little discretion, at a time when the, eircumstances of the people
_ have been likewise matenally reduced by the change i in the rates paid

for coir and other produce, and the institution of a fresh monopoly
of cocoanuts. Balances of old debts havo been levied with com-
paratively greater rigor under these reduced circumstances, A fair
Qood deal of bad Pproportion of irrecuverable debt stands no doubt

Gebte. o in both these accounts, bub very few good ones

must suffice to indemnify the loss by the bad.< There is probably no
violence or great abise in the collection of the debts at present but
matters ave in an unwholesome state, and call for scrutiny. - ‘
195. The Cannanore family became vested with the role of the-
Intornal administra.  Jsaccadive Islands, hitherto independent, probably
tion; early state thereof. jn - tho sixtcenth century, and ruled them at
first as a feudatory of the Cherikul Rajah, and subsequently i depend-

_ence on the Mysore Durbar. Sinee the conquest in 1792 they have

continued to rule that part of the group which remained to them after the
robellion of Ameny in 1784, in much the same spirit as obtained at the

“¢close of last century.  L'he powerful despotism which was established

" about the middle of last century, was evidently of slow growth, and

was not fally confirmed until the family became a feudatory of the

“Mussulman dynasty in Mysore. Immemorial customs and liberties were

" then abrogated, and severe restrictions were imposed on trade; and

. becamo as despotic, arbitrary, mercenary, and oppressive as that of any .

the internal management of the islands by the Cannanore famxly

of tho petty rulers who governed Malabar during the last century.

“Unchecked by prescribed legal restraints on the exercise of power,

the pretension of the ruler and the right of tho people becams alike
uncortein and undofined ; and that irregularity in tho administration

{?g

_j'%g*
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of justice, cruelty of punishmént, and arbxtrarmess of confiscation wluch
are so apt to exist under potty native powers, appear to have tr)und place

.on the islands in an exceptiotial degree.

196. At the time of the corfquest the people complamed bltterly of
the oppressive '"Idlnilll&tratl()ﬂ, and but seven years
before a part of the gronp had revolted to Tippoo.
The circumstances at the time, however, did not favor the fulfilment of
the ayowed determination to relieve thc monopoly-oppressed people, and
mtroduce a responsible and cfliciently controlled British administration -

Since tho conquest.

“on thesoe islands ; and they are still managed by the Cfmnanorc family.

The despotic principles of their rule remain unch'mcfed no plctensmn
has been relinquished, no claim has been defined, or relief given. The
interests of the people continneeexposcd to the same dangers and
aggression ; fresh restrictions have been introduced, and the pressure of
old ones has been doubled ; sovereign authority is exercised, and judicial
arrafigements are in the hands of a petty Mopillah Chief who continues
practically unguided and nncontrolled ; who stands to the people in the.
relation of sovervign, sole monopolist of, and exclusive trader in,=the
produce of the group. He is further the all-powerful creditor of most
of his subjects. individually, Some measure of moderation in the
exercise of power and some abandonment of harsh and violent punish-
ments Has been indirectly wrought by the influence of the British rule,
but they are based on the discretion and fears of the rulers only. The .
rights of the people arc wholly unprotected.

197. The geneml administration of the islands has been and is
' Goneral govemment managed from Cannanore, and, as usual with

By whom managed. Wumve ralers, the power has been wielded ac-

Vide Noto 44. . cording to the individuality of the hcad of the
family ; somchmcs by the Rajah ; sometimes by a Yellyah (or Beebee’s
husband) ; and sometimes, under a nominal
control, it is really conducted entirely by the
Kariastans on the spot. The rule secms to have been most despotic and
powerful when wielded by an able chief like Bamaly and Kérndr; and
most oppressive and unscrapulous when in the hands of a Yellyah or
some agent acting for a Beebee—as from 1777 to 1784, and again
under Hassen Cootty Yellyah. Nor kag it remained uninfluenced by the
domestic discord which has occasionally disturbed the family. From
this want of wniformity and tho studied mystery which is maintained
about these things, it is impossible to gather any fixed principle of
condnct. At present, the administration is entirely conducted by the
Kariastans of the female head of the family. \

198. The local administration of the islands has been uniformly
entrusted . to Karyakars (or agents on the spot).
Neither tho Rajah por any of his immediate attend-
ants or hoad agents ever visit them personally. A Karyakar is placed

7

Local servants, |

Local admiristration.
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o Karyakars, &e.

Nadpals (village runners) complete the, paid establishment of each

islfmd‘. These servants are saided and  checked by a committee of

Principal inhabitants. the prmmpal inhabitants, and conduct the 10031

o . business of each island—such as the administra«
tion of the criminal and civil justice, the maintegance and protection-

of tho monopolies, and the management of the Rajal’s private proper-
ties and trade. AR s

- 199. The appointment of the lacal officers has been made a source of
Appaintment confer. Tevenue. The Karyakar and Accountant pay fine
re;l;: giyc!::‘!;t of fino.. (nagcmna{a) onappoint:,men'ﬁ, and the salary being
small, their remuneration consists of cesses levied
on the pgople. Formerly these nazgranahs were considerable and the
local cesses double their present rates, but the changed fceli;xc of the
people and circumstances of the Cannanore family have redu:ed* the
rates of nazeranal and competition for these
offices. The nazeranah or fine now consisis of
a cash payment to the Rajah, on reccipt- of the Perwana of appoint-
ment, of 30 rupees (there are further Kariastan’s or'Vazeer's fees) ; and >
the pay of the office consists of 24 moodahs of rice to.the Karyaka; and

Bate at present,
-

15 moodahs to the Accountant per annum (value 36 and 22 rupecs B

respectively). The Perwana must bo renewed on every oceasion of
leaving the island under the same fine, and this ‘I learnt occurs almost
annually. v .

200. The expenses atbending\ these appointments notoriously exceed
.N,‘m‘ye of the exac- the salaries paid, and various authorized and
tonlovied onthepeople.  ynanghorized exactions are made and fees levied .
on the people by the servants. These consist in articles of consump-
tion or commerce, such as daily supplies of nuts,
S coir, oil, jaggery, meera (unfermented toddy), fish,
ghee, milk, a quarter of every bullock killed, &c., according to the
circumstances of each island and of the people. The authorized cesses
‘are fixed and may be' enumerated, but the people
" complain bitterly of the further arbitrary exactions
made by the Karyakars and Accountants. Further, fees are levied on_
| Further fees and judicial cases (apparex'lt.ly discreﬁonarf) on all.
Weﬂfﬂahs- , : imprisonments, on pilots, launches of new boats,
marriages, circumeisions, &, ' - R .

¥ide Noto 46,

Cerinin cogses fixed,

hﬁlﬁ(}fuﬁ:ﬁ: nf:g: equal - 201. Thé :Accountant receives in e#erjiea&e afea
. or contribution equal to one-half of that exacted by
Karyakars ; and the Nadpals (village runners), whose pay is from 1 to 4
g e}za‘gvgls bave also moodahs of rice each per annum, hav e certain claims
: on the people of the same nature. ‘

<

on each island, and is under immediate orders froiﬁ
Cannanore. An. Accountant and three or four

.

4
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202. In the collection of these cesses and contributions the Nadpals
or village messengers are employed. And they arc
secired by attachments and confiscations, and their
They manage the evasions is punished ‘by fine and imprisonment.

crivete properties and :
i‘nonopoi?cs %r tobacco, hese servants bave further the management, ander

* Qollestion how made.

&o. . distant and but slight controf, of the Rajab’s

private properties and trade, &c., and probably
. draw therefrom considerable perquisites.
20%. The system is thoraughly bad’ and dangerous even under the
Remarks on the sys- MOst vigilant, disinterested and vigorous control ;
tent. - ) but when, as in this case, superintendence is neces-

Vide Note 47,

' sarily greatly weakened by distance and a naturally tardy communication

which is entirely closed for five months in the year, its abuse is certain,
204. Situations on these distant islands are by no means coveted by
No means faken to Tespectable persons on the coast,and whilereason-
render it efficient. . ahle terms alone ceuld induce such persons to
procecd thither, it is unnecessary to point ont that no sacrifice is made
or expense incurred by the Cannanore family
to secure ordinary ability, integrity, or efficiency.
A fow islanders alono find their account in taking appointments under
this wretched system, The very first duties of a ruling power are
neglected, and the rights and affections of the people, as well as the
private interests of the ruler, are sacrificed to short-sighted parsimony.
203. I had amplo opportunity of becoming acquainted with both the
o : gystem and the individuals : and I consider the
Tta presont stute. whole administration nnworthy and inadequate,
and the system of remuneration unequal, burdensome and unjust, and
in practice an engine of abuse and oppression.
206. You are aware that one of the manifestations on the part of the
. people of their determination to resist the Canna-
The people’s feelings o rule, has been evinced by withhalding their

Vide ote 48,

have witbbeld these

cosses. " cesses. The people of Agaty have coutributed
Vide Noie 49, . nonoe for more than two years. Those of Kowraty
i: %ﬁ:f;ty ‘ have, T believe, followed the example; and the
T ’ © Josolation of Andvet and Kalpenui render their

levy no longer possible. It is obvious even to the Rajah that the

Fndesvours to hush gp Sy Stem 18 10 lo.n ger tez.mble or advisable. ‘Endeaf
tLis discreditablo state vours are, I believe, being made to place the adwmi.
of things. nistration on & better footing; but T daulbit success.

907. On cach of the Laccadives thera is g sumllBhody. of hereditary
L A S
Moaokyastans (pringf: ,390@?5};5%31«03@4?5:&1 infln-
Mookyastans, . sdordtba ¥y gp—a’w gy ab'*’ .
ence is considergfle="They arc the frrpprietors
Vide pavagraph 130 BT Ma

of the shore-goft ts; and are the\(\:h%
g% uﬁﬁz?mﬁ%?eﬂb:‘*ﬁougo i

hos hnd jmmunities. Updesjithe
) & i ; - ¥
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immemorial and customary constitution of the islands, the Mookyas-

* " tans ought to be assembled to constitute a Cutcherry for the transac-

tion of local business, and they generally are so,
but the dilatoriness, feud‘ﬁ, and individual interests

of these parties frequently retard bukmesq They wquue to be broughb
under effective control.

208. The police, civil, and fscal admmlqtratlon of the 1slands seems to

Vide Note 50.

A'dmmxstrauon
justice. , tain. TRuled nowminally by custom, itis dependent
Dli-defined. . in a great measure on tho will of the Rajah or

" his Kariastans,and on the discretion of the local servants-and principal
o rale or rocords peoplo. There seems to be no prescribed rule of
Mutters of importance are i'eferred for orders to Cannanore, and there
settled by the Kariastans. All minor affairs are arranged on the islands.

At one Hime most Ab ons fime the administration was no doubt most
arbitrary. arbitzary and severe ; and stories of ‘ordeals and
capital executions for \mtchcmft &c., of the most barbarous kind are pre-
served among the people, but-it has probably been tempered for many

years by a milder spirit, and 1’(% present fault is perhaps weakness and.

timidity. :
209. The petty police delinquencies and lesser breaches of fiseal rules
are adjudged by the Karyakars and principal

Criminal.

- Policeand punishment.  people, and punished by fine; 1mprlsonment and -

Vide Note 61,
Matters of o heinous stocks. No case of a heinous nature, it is affirmed,

nature. has ever occurred since the commencement of
t‘xe‘(;nmpany s rule ‘in Malabar. Probability and analogy™ negative
such a suppr.mhon, and I heard of onc murder which is said to have
taken place in Kowraty about 20 years ago, besides other cases which
should have been brought forward judicially. On the Company’s islands
gerious cases are by no means uncommon, though the populatlon 1sJess by
one-half than that of the Cannanore Islands. But the Cannanore family,
. Anxiety to hush up gensible of their very anomalous position and
‘such. dreading interference, are most dangerously anxi-
ous to conceal what they fear may be considered a plea of introducing
institutions which would deprive them of that police power which is
deomed essential to the continuance of their fiscal system. This requircs

Roquired immediate early remedy; and some rule for the future must
ettention. S be laid down.

210. Pumshmonts by death and mutilation were both pract1=ed

' Panishment. formerly, but have fallen into disuse since the

Fide Note 52. Company’s rule was established. Heavy finesand

Fines and forfeiture.  forfoiture were and'still are inflicted. Heinous
crimes, gross breaches of fiscal restrictions, and offences against the

of be exceedingly irregular, ill-defined, and uncer-

procedure ; no record of trials or proceedings.

53 :

&

Rajal’s property—such as embezzlement and theft—have been visited

~ by that peculiar species of wholesale confiscation
- called Kowrachy (gang robbery—a term locally
used to describe piratical incursions and these anomalous confiscations).
Kounachu, under peculiarly aggravating circumstances, drove Ameny
and its dependencies into rebellion in 1784 ; and it has been frequently
repeated since in individual cases. And so, lately as last year it
was put into practice in Androt. It is aremnant of the arbitrary

Kowrachy.

. barba®ism of early times; and consists in suddenly surrounding the house

of the dolinquent by amob of persons who violently carry away every
thing'it cont. 1ins, stripping the females of their ornaments, &ec., and con- -
fiscating the whole property for the Rajah’s benefit. -

211. The punishments now chleﬁy in use seem to be confiscation and -
fines in coir. Theseflatter are frequently carried
to account, and become book debts. - Compared
with the rates of the Company’s islands, where the commutation price
is one maund of coir per rupee, the fines of the Cannanore Islands are
high. -~ The form of punishment is, however, mild in its nature. -

Fines.

212. Petty civil matters are inquired into on the complaint of the
parties by the Karyakars and principal people;

Civil. and settled chicfly by oath or arbitration. ~ Such

" matters as come within his cognizance, are adjudged by the Kazee. Tho

people complain much of the corr uptnes% and meﬂlmency of the whole
administration of civil justice. :

213. Practically considerable fees or exactions are levied in these
cases, but the rates scem discretionary ; and.in
“answer to my inquiries, the practice of various
Laryakars was cited, and appearcd to differ greatly. Some had required
one maund of coir and from one party only ; others had taken more and
that from both parties ; and some bad required cash fees of considerable
_amount. Generally it scems clear that both Karyakars and Mookyastans
require something, but how far the ‘cxactions are authorized I did not
learn. None are, I believe, carried to the Rajah’s account.

914. Matters of difference between the Rajah and the people—such

Fees.

Tiscal matters. as claims founded on the jenmom right of all waste
Vide Note 53. land—appear to have been very summarily settled
in the Rajah’s interest. Bub the people have learnt to resist some of
these claims ; perhaps not without reason. o e
215. Oath and ordcal have been and aro in use in the administration -
Oath and ordeal. of civil and eriminal justice, as well as'in investi-’
"ide Note 54, gntion of violations of fiscal prohibitions. ~QOath in

the name of the Rajah was considered peculiarly solemn. Qaths on the
Koran are also used, and once administered are seldom violated. Detee-
tion of delinquency and settlemcent of doubtful right is, therefore, com-



‘ 54
‘ para.txvely easy The barbarous ordeals commonly practlsed in Natwo
States were formerly in use on these islands, but have been modified

‘under British influence. Religions and superstztxous ordeals-are Judla ;

clally practlsed to thls da}

"16 No distinction is® Arawn between cnmmal oﬁ'ences and than"i
which commercial and. fiscal arrangements have

No distinction.
necessarily created, and multiplied: The szme

‘summary proceednﬁgs the same oath and ordesl, the same mesns of

detection and search, and the same pams and penaltws are resorted to
in all_cases. :

( 217 Smugrflmo' of monopohzed artxc]es has h1therto Dbeen rare ; for a

’ Smngglmg.‘ powerful prestjge was established frorg the first by

-Vide Note 55,

boats only, local search and the bulkness’ of the principal article, «oir.

The Company’s sea customs cordon has also
~ aided the Cannanore family in detecting breaches
~0f theu- revenue rulest The same circumstances exist, but the feelings
of the people have ma,terxa]ly changed under tho.

i - Dxﬁcultws

' The change in the

feelings of tho - people . redoubled pressur re'of the con- monopoly and intro:

makes them 10seCr®:  Quetion of that of nuts.” Virtually - power no
'longer exists, nd as the prestige. thereof decreases, these monopolies
are daily becoming more insecure. There is ‘a strong inclination " to
“burst the barrier; and clandestine smugglmg of coir in the form of

cable,lsmuchsuspected S Ty =

218 Mmacoy is the most northerly and largest smgle 1sland of the ,‘ :

e Island of Mina. Maldive group, and is now under' the Canna-
“eoy. ‘nore rule. "1 have mtentxonally avoided all

allusxon to 1t as T was unable to visit the island myself. ~As’ there is -
no 1nter~commumcatwn of the Liaccadive and M:lewes, little relating to -

+it is to be learnt among the people whom I met. "The jealousy and
,, pretonded ignorance of the Beebee’s servan{s prevented my obtalmng
- much reliable mformatmn -

-supposed . to-be of Cmg&lesa extraction. They

) ‘Of the blnstory of the Maldives I was unable to gatherany
: facts but the island of Minacoy, it is said, formerly fornfed a part of
"that group, and was either conguered from or ceded by the Sultan to the

severity of punishment, and many practical. impe-
diments conspu'e to aid the maintenance of such restrictions—so long
‘ as the bulk of the people -are good sub.)ects3
These are the . insulated ‘position of the islands, .
thg dxﬁiculty of communication with the coast,. export “on licenced

- 210 The people of Mmacoy and Maldxves are Mussa.lmen convertq,;

-retain that Iangumge and the customs of that

Camlanore faxmly I dld not Ieam the date of the acquzaxtxon, but the .

55 Y
Rajah of Cannanore seems to have sent expeditions from time to time

‘against the Maldives (the last, a successful one
during the life of Bamaly, who died in A.D. 1777),

.

Vide Note 56.

. - and probably at one timelevied a small-tribute from the Sultan.

-220. Minacoy, 1 am told, is a long, narrow island, about six

Infosmation rolitive miles in Ienﬂ'th\ by - about half & mile broad;

to  the island and fairly peopled, but imperfectly planted. The

peoplo. : coral reefs around the island are extensive, and
abOund with ﬁsh cowries and tortoise. I could obtain no statistics

" of the population (probably 2,000 persons), trees, &c., but I under-
-stand that it is a fine island, The people are congregated in a village;

and either do not, or are not allowed to live in the topes of the island
as on the Laccadives. They are enterprizing ’craders, and bold and

. skilful fishers.

221 If my information be correct, the fiscal system of the island is

peculiar. The entire-plantation of the island ap-
pears to have been confiscated and appropriated
at an early period by the Cannanore family, possibly in right of conquest.
But according to another statement made to me,
this confiscation was for rcbellion -and the massa-

Fxscal system.

Vide Note 57.

- cere of the Cannanore public servants (an act said to have been per-

Rajsh claims land- pebrated morethan once). The Rajah of Cannanore
lord’s rights. claims a jenmom or landlord’s rights over the
entxre island, and holds and preserves the whole plantation. The

habitations are restricted to one spot I believe,

The system pursmed- '
+~ and the plantations are closed to the people except

on certain days, when the public servants proceed with the whole

population into the gardens and cut the ripe puts. Each inhabitant
then takes a cerfain number, probably ten nuts each; and the rest
are taken to the Beebeo’s godown, and there sold to the people. Ihave
heard that nuts occasionally fetch 15 to 20 rupees per 1,000 in Minacoy.
The husks of the nuts are retailed for manufacture to the islanders by

the Pandaram at a certain price in coir or cash, Some few trees are

leased to the principal people ; but even the meern, it is said, is drawn
and the jaggery manufactured on account of the Rajah of Cannanore—
by whom it is retailed for homeo consumption and export trade. The
plantation is renewed and kept up on the Rajah’s account, and the
people are not permitted to plant for themselves. The islanders have, -
therefore apparently, little or no interest in the soil, and their whole
energy is turned to trade and ﬁq}nmg

222. The whole_surplus produce being in the Ra;ah’s ha ds, tho

- People buy the pro- people must buy it from his godown.  Coir is made

duce of the island. up from the husks of their own allowanco of nuts

and of those bought from the Rajah. This coir—there is no monopoly.
of coir; but a small poll-tax of one-fourth of & maund per head, alons
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seems to be exacted—and the nats and jaggery, which they purchase
from the Rajah, are exported to Maldives, Ceylon, and Bengal. .~
9293, Cowries and tortoise shell ave, it is said, monopolized, but I

Cowries, &, mono- - conld not learn the quantities obtained.. They are
polized. considerable. :

224. The Coomblamass fish is taken in great quanhtms in the nelo'h-
bourhood, aiid 2,000 to 3,000 rupees . worth of
this dried fish is annually exported. -

"225. Duties are said to be levied at the snme rate as'in the Lacca-

Daties, export aad Gives, vxz, at 10 per cent. onall exports and 10
import, 10 per cent. per cent. on all rice, &c., imported.

226. These active merchants and sailors carry on a considerable
carrier trade, from which their profits are good,
Their boats, which are very superior to the Lacca-
dive craft, Jeave the island about August each year with their cargoes
of coir, nuts, jaggery, and dried fish, &c., and proceed to the Maldives
and Ceylon, where the dricd fish is exchanged for other articles fitted
for. the Calcutta markot. Thither they proceed with coir, &c., and,
" disposing of them, supply themselves with rice in chesp markets

of the Arracan Coast. They retain sufficient rice for home consump-
tion, and dispose of the rest in Ceylon and Maldives. Tt appears that
rice, though not indigenous, is the staple consumption on this‘island.

227. Not having witnessed the working of this system, I can merely

state that the inlpréssion which I have formed,
,from what T heard and what was admitted by the
Kariastan who accompanied me, is that it works badly. - The Cannanore
family has been anxious to change it—but probably without relieving
“the people—and substitute s high rate of rent. The people ap-
parently prefer the present loose system ; althongh under it the home
sources of wealth are evidently much neglected. More perfect in-
formation is required on all points. ‘ )

228. I can form no estimate of the Beebee’s proﬁts f om this island,

Revenues and inter. ' but it cannot be doubted that they were con-

nal adwinistration. . siderable, so long as the people ¢f Minacoy wore
“well “in hand.” * This, however, has not been the cage for many years,

Probably falling oft.  and the revenue drawn from/ the island have

Vide Note 58. - - fallen off.  The system is, frpm its nature, one

which can be profitable only under efficient and pgwerful control, and
no doubt its direct weight is eﬁ'eotuafﬁy evaded by ffand and dishonesty.

The people have become rich through an enter pn ing trade. They visit

Coomblamass.,

Trade.

Probably worka ill.

many and distant ports, and are, it is said, very ijfdependent in feeling.”

The Cannanore influence is decreasing; for distance lessens control;
and as the trade of the people takes the direction of Ceylon and Bengal,
-smuggling is not easily detected. The internal

Adminigtration. admmxstratmn is said to be smnlar to that of the

- rily, pending the local T s } N A )
.inguiry - - into  the {0 acceph Rupees 10,000 provisionally, in satis- -

L

Laceadives, but as the whole revenne accrues from the trade carrfed ,

. on in the island itself; the servants are probably of a somewhah betb@r

class. -

_229; From conversation had with the' Beebee’é Agent who accom-
Unsatisfactory stato  panied me, I gather that the people are not now
of tho islund. very manageable.. Some attempts to introduce,
“what he demgnated a ““ better system *’ have been resisted as encroach-

- ments on usage, and occasionally a zealous servant must be removed

onaccount of his alleged “ evil eye”” My own observations are very un-
favorable as to the state of feehng on the island.. ' :

230, In the Schedule of Cessions by Tippoo Sultan under the treaty :
Probable amotnt of ©OF Qermgfxpd,tam, dated 16th March 1792, the
revepue derived from possessions of the Cannanore:family are valned
these islands. at 30,000 Canteroy Hoons of 8} rupees each, or

, Rupees 93,750, of which about 4,285 TCanteroy Hoons, or Rupees.

By Tippoo probably 18390~ 10-0, only constituted the territorial:

: %%s%%s;d atC.PTagodals posscssions on the coast as per Arshed Beg's

survey. The balance, Canteroy. Hoons 25,715,
‘or Rupees 80,359-6-0, appearcd to the Joint Commissioners for settling.
the affuirs of Malabar, to have been an annual mulet assessed on that
fumily for Laccadive and Maldive possessions and their trade. Tt is clear -
from the local information obtained by Ensign Bently on his survey.
toir in A.D. 1795 and from M r. Murdoch Brown’s calcnlations made at

- the time, together with the information obtained by Mr. Lafrenais,

that this revenue was by no -means exaggevated; for Ensign Bently
calculated the revenue ab Rupees 1,17,669 and Mr. Brown estimated the
profits of the coir and cowry trade alone at 70,000 rupees. From what
I now know of these islands I doubt not that, exclusive of Mxnacov
- it was not less than 90,000 to 1,00,000 rupees at.
the cession. The statement made by the Beebeo
of Cannanore in A.D. 1793, that- her profits did not exceed 20,000
; Gms’ misrepresonta.  TUPEES, 8 moiety of which - was tendered as a
tion of the Beebee of jummabundy in_arrcars for the two years M. K.

Cunnanore, in  conge.

‘quence of which it has 966 (A.D. 1791) &ndﬁf.K. 967 (A. D."1792), was

The coir, &c., profits.

~been assumed since at - heyond all question a gross miSrepresentation.

Rupees 20,000, ) -
The Com:missioners, however, in the absence of all

Acceded to tempora. - oo of testinig the truth of this statement, agreed

TeROARaes. faction of arrcars due for each of those years;

" and as o further information bad becn obtained in A.D! 1 794, the same

jumma was continued. ~Circamstancos have perpetuated that rate as a
moiety of the Cannanore profits, ghm.frh cortainly not more than one-
tenth of the actual gam, while the coir trade contmund n‘ood

. , g -
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2381. Subsequent to A.D. 1800 the profits of trade increased, anc

Betwoon 1800 &nd between  that year and 1826‘ the revenue must
1826 exoeeded a lakhof have - considerably exceeded . a lakh of rupees.
THposs-: ' The revenue derived from the coir monopoly alone
" on the Company’s islands—which do not probably ‘equal one-fourth
. of the Cannanore possessions—averaged during those years, upwards

of 20,000 rupees per annum, after paying high rates for the article.

£

232. The great fall in the. Yalile of “coir which took placé‘ between
In. 1826 fell of 1826 and 1828, seriously affected the revenue of

greatly. - these islands, although the prices paid to the

islanders were simultaneously. reduced from Rupees 18-8-0 to Rupees
6-8-0 per candy; and it is believed that at the same time the supplies
of coir fell off by not less tharn one-eighth. Local distress was further
aggravated by & contemporary reduction in the prices paid for cowries,
&c., by the introduction of the new monopoly of cocoanuts, and by
the enhancement of the price of tobaceo, without probably fully main-
taining the revenue. o ’

:283. 1 have endeavoured to make a rough and very moderate estimate
Rongh estimate of the present revennes exclusive of ' in the margin of what

minacoy.. ] ; I uld estimate th
A Rowgh Estimate of the Probable Annual Profits from the Lac. =, " o0 eStima e
' cadive proper from 1830 to 1847. : annual revenuves of the

. By IO rupees profit on 1,200 candies of coir, rs. A, 'p, - Cannanore portion of
v+ paid for at Re. 6-8-0 per candy and sold

at an average of Rs. 16.6-0 v .. 12,000 6 € t'jhe Laccadives proper
By profit of 40 BRa. per candy on 15 candies . .=~ * since that period.- It
) Of COWEIOS  wve we T e e 660 6 0 L
By profit on 7}'} lakhs of nuts, at 250 Rs. o _eomes” about 20,000
profit per lak e e o 1,875 0 Linee
By profit on 2 maunds of tortoise shell, at ' X'u.p ces. Proi.its on the
200 Re. per maund oo i e ees 400 -g 0 coir. have improved
"By compulsory supply of tobacco e 1,500 ‘ 0 during" the last ten
Privab " ‘Lw v 17,575 0 0 years, and it is now -
. ate ' propertics on cadive - prope : .
Aot e e O, TTe PIOPT 9500 0 0 worth' from 18 to 20
‘ . Total ... 20075 0 o Iupeespercandy. But

. N.B.—~Exclusive of all nazeranas, fees, profits on salt, and the qua'ntity has pbcr'

such revenue ag may be derived from Menkayat. haps  decreased and -
Caro has beew taken to understate rather than excoed in 2ps
thigestimate. = ° i ~ .-, the revenue from the

cocoanut monopoly has fallen off. Further, with tho- waning power of
the ruler, other sources have become slightly less productive. I there-

. fore consider that the profit thorein shown fairly represents the probable
present average. Lhavono data on which I would be'willing to hazard
- any conjecture as to tho annual value of Minacoy. ~As mentioned while

~treating of that island, I have heard it stated at 5,000 and 10,000.rupees * .
annually, but the feelings of the people have, I conceive, exercised an-

adverse influence on the revenues of tho island—if they ever were so
- high. R A S
. o .

1t is admitted thet . O ,
10,000 rupees ure below ~ admitted, however, that the Government has never .
‘the molety atil.. received more than a moiety of the net profits.

" General remarks.

f%?‘"t

e

934, The Kariastan ~who accompanicd me

235, I think generally that tho present fiscal system is no less
: detrimental to the prosperity of the peoplo
than short-sighted as a financial measure. While
the way in which it ‘has been worked, has caused complete and
universal antipathy of the people towards the rule of the Cannanore
House. = Measures of relief such as will enable
the people to develop and make full use of their
rosources are urgently ealled for, The effect of the system on the
industry of the people, and the quality and quantity - of the coir they
manufacture—and possibly also o the population which is from 30- to
' ' 50 per cent. below that supported by a similar
number of trees and extent of land on the Com-
pzmyj’s islands—has been bad. But I hive. little doubb that under
a better gystem, and under the direct government of the.Company, all
that the’people now seek. might be granted to them, xint.h but Hitle - -
The same revemue Giminution inthe revenue when their islands shall
might be got under haye recovered from' the effects of fiscal and
better managoment. . g iia) error and ignorance. The Company’s

X.B—Aadrotmnd Kal- 51, 3swhich in extent and capabilities cortainly
pe +

Belief callod for.

Yide Noto 29,

© Qebtor side for meny  do nob exceed one-fourth of the Cannanore pos-

years. sessions~—are now yielding an ‘annual revenue of

gy, s 5,000 upees with e our.anbjecs aro wellpaid
10003 & ~ N

© yemue. and satisfied ; and are envied by their neighbqurs

under native xlnzmagement., If requived I shall be prepared o submib
my views more fully on this point. TR RO |
236. An appendix to this Roport will be found, in which I have

Review of the official PRTOWD together and arranged all that appears on
eview

records, record relative to the Caznnanore Laccadives,
A, o extending over a pariod of about six years—1792
to 1798. S ‘

237, Tt appears that the local ojfﬁé:ors‘ear}y became aware .that t.he

Early settloment with  prineipal revenues of the Cannanore family, whick
thoBesheoof Cannanore. yere estimsted in the schedule appended to the
treaty of Seringapatam st 80,000 Canteroy Hoops, were drawn from the
Laccadives, and they considered that, in right of c-’onquest, the G_ove?n- ;
ment should participate in the advantages if they did not take possession

.. of their territorios altogethor. - A ples in bar of the payment of revenuo

(which proved to be groundless and collusive) was set up, and t;l'lough
it was not allowed any weight by the Joint Commissioners in coming o
& settlement with the Beebeo of Cannavore, still that settlement was .
delayed by the evasive conduct of the Beebes till 1793. - It then became
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L neccrssary to scttle for two yoars in arrear ; for it had been determined
that tho Beebee of Cannanore should, in consideration of her being a

conquercd foe, be made to pay from the date of the conquest of Canna-
nore, although the other Rajahs of Malabar were called on to pay a’

revenue for 1794 only.
238. As early as Janunary 1793 it was determmed to procure accurate

 Diffeulties in obtain. local information relative: to the islands, but in

ing any true informa- the meantime an unsuccessful attempt was made .

don. - to get somo tangible factsas to the stat® and

“resources of the Laccadives through Chowackara, Moossa, the sot-disant

mortgageo of tho group—Dbut in vain, :
239. The negociations for the settlement oi‘ the revenue in arrear for
20 000 rupees aceept-
od for two years in record is of much importance. ~ Although by no
frrear. means satisfied with the conduct of the Beebée of
Cannanore, or that the statement that the profits—viz., Rupees 20,000—
" derived from the Laccadives was bond fide, the Joint Commissioners

- agreed to accept 10,000 rupees a year, prowsmnally on account of the
Seqmst,amn arrang- two years which had elapsed since the conquest—

. ed for, making “ horat the same time enter into a written
agreement subJectlng her entire possessions on the Laccadwcs to be

sequestered- by Government,” if on the report of tho Commissioners |

the measuro should be deemed advisable.  This agreement was
accordingly executed by the Beebee but the season being far advanced,
it was determmed to defer tho exammatmn of the 1sland§ till after the
- raing of thab year.
~ 240. No further steps were taken during that year, and pending the
reccipt of anthentic information, the provxslonal settlement of the Joint

Commissioners in rospect to the Laccadive trade for two years in

arrear, was coutinued for the year 1793. But the jumma on the coast

properties was raised after a survey.
241. The Governor-General in Council,in his review of the report of

e Ensrgn Bently des-
. patehedin 1795, . urged thorough inquiry into the state and produce

of the Cannanore Laccadives, prior to deciding as to “their future

managemeut And in January 1795 Ensign Bently of the Engineers;
was despatofled to the islands. He visited them

all, and submitted his surveys and report in April
of that year, furnishing at the same time information as to the feelings
Tnformation es to the ~ Of the people. He expressed ¢ in strong terms the

His report.

feeling of tho people. miseries to which the oppression of the Beebee had |

reduced the inhabitants, who declared that from the surrender of Canna-
nore they had expected the arrival of the English at the islands, and
that from such interference alone could they hope for a comfortable

subsistence to-themselves and families.” He stated further that he had

- had been understated.

1791 and 1792, took place in April 1793—their .

tho Joint Commissioners, dated 27th March 1794, .

“ very particularly inquired at eirei'y island into those circumstances ™ to
which “attention had so forcibly been drawn,” and observed in conclusion
that he * everywhere he found the same misery amongst the people-and

His information 10O Same anxious confidence of relief from the
sbowed that the revenno - interference of the English.” Thelocal information
obtained at the time showed that the revenue .
drawn from the islands had been grossly understated. ‘

242, The Local bupemsor remarked, in submlttmg the report,
(13 » . .

Abolition  of  the I am persuaded it will appear equal]y just as

menopoly recommended necessary to rescue from oppression an indus-

by local officers. trious and considerable portion. of newly acquired

subjects, a measure, considering their inclination and interests, of easy
accomplishment, although, of courst, the Beebee would expect some com-
pensation for the loss of the most lucrative branch of her commerce.”
" By. Governor in - And,as recommended by the Governor in Council of
Couneil of Bombay. Bombay, the immedikte abolition of the monopoly
of tmde, and the correction of oppression and abuses of authority were
Ordorod by Governor- ordered by the Governor-Generalin Counml_ under
General in Conneil. date 27th July 1795. The Honorable the Court
5 O‘;}(’ﬁzgﬁhu W eihe of Directors expressed their entire approval of '
Directors. . this order under date 1st March 1797. The deter-
mination of the Supreme Government was communicated. to the Beebeo
Nopociati . of Cannanore in September 1795. And while
ogocmtxon to obtein ) A
oonsent . of Bocbes of  Honorable J. Duncan, Governor of Bombay, was -
Cannanorre. on the coast in the latter end of the same year
stops were taken to bring abous the conscut of the Beebee of Cannanpre -

* to the introduction of the Company’s Government. ~ The negociation was

afterwards entrusted to Colonel Dow,-who found her very unwﬂhng
to resign ber anthority and introduce free trade..

248. From the records in the Political Department it appears that so
carly as 1796 it had become clear that another colli-
sion with T1ppoo Sultan was inevitable, and the
ﬁdehty of the Becbee of Cannanore was impugned by the Rajih of
Coorg—on grounds which the local officers failed to substantiate.

Political dxﬂ'iculhcs.

244. During 1795-96 much difliculty occurred in the realization of the
' revenue assessed on the continental propertics of
Further  temporary famil .
arrungements under - the Cannanore amily ; op account Of certain ;
which 15,000 rapees ynfounded and indefinite claims urged by the

were arranged as annual ] .
jumma, the seques- Bechee of Cennanore. To put an cnd to'these

¢ tration of the Laccadive difficnlties the local Commissioners determined

being contemplated oy .
therein. ‘ to make the Beebee of Cannanore enter into a

_written agreement as to the amount Of revenue she was annually to

pay for the faturc. She was at the same tlme requncd deﬁmtel) to
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relinquish the claims in respect to malilthanak, &c.;'whicﬁ sho pretehded
“had been doubtful. . And the Commissioners carefully reserved the
right to sequester the Laccadives for the sole use and benefit of the

- Company, in accordanco with the agreement entered into with the Joint -
Commissioners in 1793, whenever it might be resolved on. An agree- .

ment to this effect was execnted on the 28th October 1766. The
‘negociations of this period had reference mainly to the revenue to be
paid on the territorial possessions on the coast, and as the aﬁ'mra of
- the Laccadive were still under consideration the provisional amount

payable as a moiety of the alleged profits from them continued unaltered, -

and 15,000 rupees per annum was settled as the rate to be pmd in the
meantime, subject to confirmation. g

245. The Governor of Bombay it Council ha ving, in the meantime,
This arrangement is  VIithen fo the local officers to urge early measures

not confirmed, but mea- - to carry out the abolition of the monopoly of trade,
sures for carrying ount ! e

" the total abolition of &Cs, did not expressan opinion on this intervening -

z‘;ethsg’lsggs 0&’:“;’83‘1 agrecment when submitted to him. ~In a letter of
e " 15th November 1796, however, that Government
recommends the Commissioners to avoid any measure likely to lessen
~the degree of attachment of the Beebee towards the Government. The
further negociation, with a view to inducing the Beebee of Cannanore
to accede to the determination of the Governor-General and Honorable
‘ Court of Directors, was entrusted to the Northern Superintendent

Dolay—the result of il December 1796, but he appears to have taken

 themegocialion. 1o steps in the matter before August 1797.  He
(the Northern Superintendent) then found every argument which he
- used to prevail on the Bechee of Caunanore to enter into the views of

the Government and throw open the trade, fruitless.  She even denied :

‘Sabterfage - of tho he then reported, privity to ‘the agreemont with
Becebee of Cannanore.  the Joint Commissioners in 1793 in. reference to

the sequestration of her Taccadive possessions. . ‘She was almost equally

~aygrse, he said, to the introduction, of the administration of Justice, but

assented to tho measure on condition that the Courts should not

(;oncesmons B

whomsoever they thought proper to administer justice under whatever-

regulatibng might be deemed necessary ; and assented to the residence -
- of o person on 1he island for twelve months, in order that the resources N

- might be fully ascertuined.

~ 246. The subterfuge of the Beobce of Cannanore relatwe to tho )
agreement of 1793 was exposed by the Bombay

!nsubterfuge exPosed,' ‘Government in their letter of the 21st October

~1797. But the original agreement was not forthcoming in the records

of the Dewan Cutcherry of Malabar, A cruizer was, however, placed -

interfere with the monopolies. She wasnow willing, :
hé added, that the Government should appoint -

6 T

- Pmpa,ri;my‘ mea. At the disposal of fthe local officers to carry .into
sures taken for carrying -~ execution the preparatory measures as far as the

out the concessions, B
o e N ;
Connsils - infinonced ebee of Cannanore’s consent had been obtained.

by tha political espect - 1t Was hinted af the same time that it might be
;of the world. .

““ perhaps most conveniont to aveid taking formal
and entire occupqhon of the Luccadives during the war with France, as
our doing so would infallibly expose them, much more than now, to
the msults and depredations of the enemies’ ships and vessels' of war’
Deferred for want of It was found necessary also to defer fulfilment of

_ a wompetent officer. the modified intention of Government from thewant

of an Europcan officer competent for the duty and lateness of the season.
247, The political difficulties of the next few years scems to have
- Politieal diffioulty in. stood in the way of further measures for the regu.
:;;v:;’:i e‘f e té”gt;; lation and amelioration of the affairs of the island ;
been Settled. and the matter is in abeyance to this day. The
same reasons for interference still present, thcmselves—buﬁ in 8 much
agpravated form, :

Attentive perusal - of 248, The whole correspondence memt‘; aftgn-

.the appendix desirable.  {iye peruaal

249. I have also, with a view to bmngmg the entu-e matter under one
ﬁ,Addﬁ&mt 5p§.)endxx on view, prepared a separate summary of the arrange-

e gubject of compen. : .
sation ollowod o Bortes ~ Taent under which the Beebee of Cannanore enjoys

of Connanore from the a compensation for the Canara Islands, to which

* Amony Island.

Vidé Appendix A. I have attached extracts from all the oflicial papers
o ummery 2111yt_h121 %% bearing thereon. A short summary of the fiscal
marked B. and police system of those islands is alsoappended.

250. Political reflections may be out of place here.. Suffice it, how-

Potitical consideratiog  O¥CT? £0 0¥ that the Cannanore house is virtually
isparity in comparison” the independent, unwatched and uncontrolled
iici; J:E: ‘other Malabar pyler of these islands, and manage at discretion

their fiscal, Ju(hcml and ‘police administration.
The family beheve, or at least incmlcate the idea, that they are,
a3 regards these islands, the independent feudatory and ally of the-
Honorable Company. The dangerous relation of the ruler towards
the people, as monopolist trader, sovereign, and creditor has been
pointed out. As regards the early provisional settlement with tho
Cannanore family, it was much the same as those which wero made

“with the Rajah of Malabar in general durmg the first years of our rule.

Dut those quinquennial settlements fell in; and the concessions (very
similar to those mow practically enjoyed by the Beebeo) w]nch

« Mr. Farmer had improperly made to the Northern Rajahs, ¢ by which
~ the right of the Company had becn, with little limitation, given up,”

. *
* Governor.Genemlto  DOVE 100Z been revoked¥ even at the risk of
gntwdnim;nﬁl of Bombay, recourse to coercive mcasures, and the efficient,
av 1 . <. o
ated 38th May 1794. powoerful, and equitable administration of the
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Company has’ been substituted for the 1rregula,r and weak or harsh
and domineering rule of Native Princes throughout Malabar. Tt is
curious to coulrast the accidental position of our foe with that of our

allies in the same war ; and the position of these islanders under a grasp-
ing and ignorant rule with that of their fellow stbjects on the coast.
..!;1 I venture to think that the fiscal arrangements of these islands
demand early attention; wasteful as they are jof
General on the system.

motive to industry and exertion fraught too they are with defection

of the feelings of the people, and creative of moral degradation and .
~artificial erime, My impression is that time being allowed for the re- .

- covery of the islands from their prostrate state, a very reasonable
revenue might be derived from them ; and that at the samo timo
the peoplo may be relieved from much that ig ovil in their present state.
262. Feeling of aversion on the part of the. people towards the

. _ Cannpanore rule, has from the first been ‘most
Feeling of the people,
report, and the declared unwillingness of the peoplﬂ of the Canara
Islands to become again dependent on that famlly in 1799, This aversion

has grown in bitterness under the increasing burdens of the fiscal rule;

and the contrast which the equitable and liberal policy of the Govern-
wment towards that portion of the group which had thrown off-the rule,
Las aggravated the hatred. Defection of the people is unanimous.
- And of their determination to force a change, I have very little doubt.

253. I need scarcely add that tho sympathy of the Canara Islanders

Sympathy folt with and of the Moplas on the coast has tended to
them. . - enhance the feeling. :

254. The peculiar position of the lslandb and the- mﬁuence of the
‘Cannanore family have kept down these mutterings for many years;
but the people have now made themselves heard, and’ they will push the

 matter till they obtain full redress. The position between the people
and the Cannanore family is now that of plaintiff and defendant. .

255. The family of Cannanore makes the retention of their rale over
these islands & point of honor.  But it is one to which the interests of the
. people have beer too long sacrificed, considering the closp and mer-
cenary spirit which has characterized their administration.”

256. Leaving the subject to your mature judgment, and claiming for
it only that early and considerate attention which the condition of the
people calls for, 1 close this paper with the assurance that Ishall be happy
* at all times promptly to submit, if required, any further mformatxon on
(its su‘nect which it méy be in my power to afford.

1 have, &. oy

(Signed) - 'W. ROBINSON,

Head Assist, Collector.

tho resources of the 1slands, destructive of all -

decided, as appears from Liecutenant Bently’s.

\IOTES ALLUDED TO IN THE DIFFERENT PARA-
GRAPHS OI' THE REPORT

Tnr ftirtle is abundant on the Laccadives, but prefers the uninhabited
Note on para. 16. islands and open shoals. The green turtle is by far
Turtle and tortoise. the more numerous, perhaps three or four to one

more so than the tortoise.  Both ure destroyed whenever thoy can be taken

by the islanders—the green turtle for his blubber (the flesh is unclean
food to Mussalman), the tortoise for the shell. The
favourite haunts seem to be the islands of Binga-
ram and Tingaram, where the water is deep and lagoon extensive and ﬁno—-——
while the small islands on which they lay their eggs are uninhabited. On -
these islands their traces aroe very numerous. Suhely also abounds in turtle.
But both these islunds are preserved, and fishermen must obtain leave o go.
Kalpenni has several small uninhabited islands adjacent to it, ‘which are

Haunts.

. frequented by this creature. They are oceasionally taken on all the islands.

The people of the Cannanore Islands seldom make, as do the Company’s
" Want of indueement islanders, regular expeditions to distant haunts to
on Cannanors Islands. ~ take the tortoise. ~ A single tortoise which is worth
10 rupees in the market, remunerates these for several days’ laboer; but the
people of the Cunnanore Islands realize but Rupees 1-8-0, or about two days’

~ hiro of a boat’s erow.

The labor of fishing is vory great. When observed (the head of the tor-
toise is small) he is followed up, and, if possible,
harpooned; if not, they are watched into holes in tho
rocks and dived for; the bite is severe. They are occasionally taken, though
N.B.—Tho tortoise hag  VeIY Wary, when on shore laying their eggs. The. thrne
13 scales of various sizes, last days of the moon are said to be thoeso on which
lrg:f;h;ycc::&ggﬂ 103 they generally come to land. The eggs are not
thickness and age. much eaten by the people, though not forbidden by
the rules of the Faith.
2. The Cowry is a little shell-fish which clings to the loose coral stones in
Note on para, 17. ghoal water, not exceeding three or four feet deep
Cowry. at low water. Tho fishing days aro those of neap-
Resort. tides when the water is very low. The stones are
turnod over and the live cowries collected ; they are then buried for some.
- time in dxy sand, washed clean, and picked. The
Mode of fishing, fishing is laborious, and performed generally by
women who wada up to their middie.
Cowry beds should be fished regularly once a month, as the collection of
the cowry depends, in a great measure, on turning over and loosemnw the

Mode of fishing.

stones.
The shoals of the Canara Islands are inferior as cowry beds, but mer-

- chants from tho coast go there and make advances for the cowries at the . :

9
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_current market rates. - On the Bechee's islands cowries are monopolized. A
The - weights - and candy contains cight robbins, of 39 scers each, or’in
mensures used. all, 312 seers (50 to a robbin of rice).  The poorest
classes only engage in the fishery on the Beebee’s island, and, at the prico
peid, tho Suhely beds cannot be fished. The fishing of Bingaram, Tingaram
beds is not quite voluntary. Cowries are got on all the islands; but
‘the quantity varies according to the circumstanco of the shoal.
3. Tripang, Biche-de-Mer, mado from the holothuria, or sea-slug, was first
manufactured about 16 years ago, when a French
Tripang. _ercw spent some weeks off the group muking Tsipang.
Histore fhereof on Lhey had Malays on board. The speculation proved
these islands. - successful. Some Mopillahs from the coast then
engaged a Malay and made Tripang which sold well in Penang, and since
thon there has hoen a good deal of competition.  Upwards of 80 rupees per
candy have been got for Laccadive Tripang, which is said to bo of  superior
‘ : . quality. The sea-slug is fished, gutted, then purboiled,
Munufacture, &e. dried in tho sun or over a wood firo, and allowed to
be out in the dew for several nights. The loss of weight before it gets to
-the market is said to be 25 per cent.; 2,000 slugs average a candy.. On the
Company's islands the people have the necessary caldrons, &c., and manu-
facture Tripang for merchants who make advances. On the Cannanore
Islands the sea-slug is strietly preserved by the Beebee. v -
. Note on para. 19, 4. T have little knowledge sbout ambergris, hut it
- Ambergris. is exceedingly valuable and rigorously monopolized.
. 5. Tho position of the islands under the lee of their respective shozils and
" Note on para. 21. the substratum of lime-stone lead: to the conjecture
Remark on the forma- that these islands are formed by the fuller develop-
tion of the island. ment of the coral formation under the natural break-
_water which the shoal'itself constitutes. S :
This limo-stone is the material generally used in making substantial
dwellings, and is the cause of the dryness of the soil. “Were thi§ S}lbstratum
wanting, as in Suhely, Bingaram, Tingaram, and Betra, the soil is l?w agd
damp and sweet water, is wanting. s e /
6. There is & marked difference in the climate and fall of rain on'the
Note on para. 24, different islands, the coastward island enjok'ing the
Diffrence of climate. cooler and damper climates.
7. According to the tradition preserved, the earliest settlers on the islands
left Corangalore to follow and recall the last Permal

- Note on para. 18,

Note on para. 26.
Tradition of the people . "
of the carly occupation restore Malabar to peace—disturbed as it bocame by

of the island. potty wars, after his departure. And they believe
that Namboodri (Malabar Brahmins) accompanied tho expedition. The

expedition was wrecked on tho islands and gradually peopled ithe group
and introduced the cocoanut from the coast. To the energy and enterprise
of the first settlers they attribute those extensive excavations called tofam.

8. Ameny and Kowraty are the principal islands of the group, and were

Note on para. 21. occupied. by the higher caste immigrants.. They
Remarks on the rela. Scem to have ruled all the Melachery or low-caste
tive position of, tho_  islands, It is remarkable that Hindu caste prejudice
ilands, - - ’

from Mecca as the only person who would be able to -

has lived through 600 years; for to this day it is.

CF
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_ considered discreditable in any. of the better classes from a Tarwat Tsland fo

Mclachery Tsland and 1ive on a Melachery Island. In. distributing “the
the objection of othersto  surplus population of Androt and Kalpenni this
.settle thero. prejudice was found an almost unsurmountable objec-
tion with some of the better classes to going to the second-rate island.

9. The people can still point out the high-caste fumilies of their,f'espective

’ Note on para. 25. _, A
: called Nél Umydr, of whom the chief were the Pan-

dambglly and Torkar family, the former the Kazeo family, the latter the

chief land-owner.

-10. The total chango which took place by the conversion of the entire popu-
lation to the Islamhas tended in a great measureto
efface the recollection -of matters relating to their
‘history while Kafirs, but of their conversion they retain many traditions.
Their conversion en masse took place about 600 years ago. Mumba Mooly-

Note on para. 31.

~aka, the first teacher, was a pure Arab, and is affirmed to have appeared

miracnlously in Ameny, where his doctrine met with much opposition. At
length he secured one female convert, a member of the Pandambelly family,

islands. Ameny has four such families still extant,

L)

with whom he proceeded - to Androt, where, ho succeeded in converting the

bT’i‘diﬁ"“ preserved wino]e population. - The conversion of the ether
about the conversicn to islands followed very rapidly.: Kowraty claims an
the Mussalman faith. Arab teacher of its dwn.p Aﬁdr’ot, the géene of the
first success of the Islam, contains the grave and shrine of the early saint,
and has always been looked on:as a holy island. - It is usual to this day to
repeat the fatéah when it is sighted by boats passing to and fro.” ~

The Kazeeship of the chief islands has been kept hereditary in this stock.
JIn Androt in the dircet line of descent from Mumba Moolyaka, and in
Ameny and Kalponni the Pandambelly family and :branches furnish the

Kazees. Tho present Kazeo of Androt is supposod to. be the twenty-second -

#ho has held the office in direct line from Mumba Moolyaka. By this
test the date of tho general conversion seems reasonably accurate.

. 11. There is a tradition that the Portuguese settled and built a fort in
" Noto on para. 33, Ameny (the walls and ditch may still be traced), the
Tradition proscrved on central island of tho group. . How far they established
“the group of the first' their rule I could not ascertain; but the attempt to
;‘;ﬁﬁ}:g?the‘mgt. the possess themselves of the group was early crushed,
: and all the settlers exterminated by poison (a mosque
where the poison was prepared bears the name to this day, and is sacred to
the event). The Rajah of Cherikul, one of the most powerful Native Princes
on the coast at the time was, if not an instigator, the person who aided tho
people. - He ‘is said to have been solicited by the people of Ameny (who
tendered him their allegiance) to rid them of the Portuguese, the hated
rivals of the Moppilah Sect. A man was sent by the Rajah, whose name is
preserved as Kadantavanjiraka (bored-car)—probably a Hindu, though
afterwards converted—who carried out the design. The poison was adminis-
tered and" the Portuguese gradually exterminated. The old site of the
fort is now the property of the Porkar family, and the right thereto was
defended many years ago against the Cannanore Rajah’s claim, on the
ground of a grant by the Cherikul Rajah in consideration of the service
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.performed at that time. The precise date of this transaction cannot be
ascertained, but that of the bloody retaliation of the Portuguese on:the
island of Ameny is preserved in an Arabic song in honor of Abu Biker, the
Kazee of the duy, who was a man of great sanctity, and still rovered as a
saint. He ¢ with upwards of 400 others " were massacred by the Portu-
guese; AL 966 (A.D. 1549-50). The entire group seems to have como

. about the same time under the rule of the Cherikul Rajah,, who governed
tho islands for many years. The islanders appear to have suffered severely
from timo to time at the hands of the Portuguese. On two occasions they
massacred a great number of people in- Chetlat. The southern ".r's]ands
suffered from other pirates.

12. The Joint Commissioners in 1793 understood that the tribute paxd by

. . the Canmnancre family and the Cherikul Rajah was

Nf’te on para. 34. 12,000 fanams.  From the islanders (some of whom

‘ am%‘gf; e aga:gkzgﬁ have had good opportunities of knowing from their
payment8 by Rajsh of ancestors having acted as Vazeers, &e.,) I 1zarnt that
giﬁfﬁiﬁm to Hajah of it was 6,000 fanams only. The mystery which they.

made of the matter, lest the Cherikul Rajah should

revive the olaxm and cite them as witnessos, was very amusing.
13. At the opening of the scason of A.D. 1783 (M.K. 958- 09) four boats
. belonging to the principal inhabitants of Ameny left
I‘om on pura. 45. that ?:Lgd for Clunnmf’ore, which they found ym a

, state of blockade by General McLeod. One boat fell into the hands of the
Fnglish and one returned to the island; but the two others belonging to
the families of Kolapen and Porkar proceeded to Mangalore, where Tippoo
was then personally engaged in the siege of the fort.  Under thei 1mpresemn

Nargative of the de- that all was lost to Cannanore, the cargoes of coir
footion of Ameny. were disposed of to Tippoo, 55 rupees per candy (50

per cent. paid in kind' and 50 per cont. in cash) being paid for it.  With

this price the islanders roturned well satisfied to their islands, for it was
much'in advance of the prices paid by the Cannanore Rajah. ' *

On' the restoration of peace by the treaty of Mangalore (11th March |

-1784), all political relations on the Weost. Coast were restored to their former
footing and the treaty of Genoral McLeod remounced; and the Beebee of
Cannanore (the Yellyah wae virtually ruler) immediately proceeded to punish
summarily the offence abov> related.  Tmmediately before the setting in
of the monsovn of 1784 Abdul Kader Karyakar (brother of Abocker
Karyakar, then a very influential person on the group, and Karyakar of
Kowraty) landed in Ameny with a body of Cannanore servants, confiscated
‘ull tho property and emptied the houses (Qowracky) of some of the principal
people, and confined their persons in chains. But the whole population

~rose, surprised and overpowered the guard,,relmsed the prisoners, and

“placed Abdul Kader in chains, and kept him in confinement till the season
opened. - The entiro male population of the islund then took to their boats
and went to Mangalore in hopes of meeting Tippoo still there, taking the
Karyakar with them in chains. Amicable relations hed been in the moeane
time restored between Tippoo and Beebee of Cannanore. The Karyakar

- was released by Tippoo s officers, and endoavours were made to overcomse
the fears and aversion of the people to the Cannanore rule. They proved
unsuceessful, and an equivalent was gmnted in jaghire from the Cherikul
territories. In the Sannad the annual jumma of Ameny * transferred by

' bearing is made,

' ﬁve miles ; but four-fifths thercof consist

*

. );i:y;‘;%{v‘j B

B

Ally Rajah to the Governor”’ is stated to be 6,500 rupees, and the oqmvalent

- fat 7,380 rupees. The Sannad is dated A.H. 1 Ahamod 1217 (A.D. 1787)."

“IThe other islands appear about that time to have been also wavering in =~
their allegiance. An unsuccessful attempt to throw off the Cannanore rule

" was probably made in Kowraty, but personal influence saved the rest.

14. This allowance is made, as I was unable with my means to classify
~and survey the plantation, distinguishing the produc-

N’ote on para. 55, ;
tive trees from those past bearing. * On the Company’s

Grounds and calcu-

~lation on which the islands, where for years regular and triennial survey
“allowance of 15 per £ th . -
roturns of the plantation are framed, the chouk (past

cent. for trees past ) . A )
! bearing) trees of ithe four islands were in 1844 to the

productive as 114 to 100, but to leave a broad margin 15 per cent. is allowed.
15. The island of Kalpenni consists of a narrow strip of land round the
east margin of that : e
Note on para. 66. " oyjongiveshoal. The © 7
(‘ “;am e

~ Kalpenni described. ;
4 entire length may be e

of & narrow strip of sand-ridge from 250
to 800 yards broad. About midway a
narrow breach separates the portion now

called Cheryam—jungly uninhabited . Fadperin
" strip of ground of 1} miles long and 300 /m{(m% :

to 500 yards broad. And to the south-west .

lie other two small uninhabited islands— s u&'l/f “1..} P

Tulakah and Putty. . . 7 )

Cheryam was relinquished to the islanders in M K. 913 (A D. ]738) by
a Rajah of Cannanore who touched there, en route to Mecca, where ho died.
It is of no valuo, oxcept as a free fishing ground, The very soil of this
‘narrow sirip was washed away in the hurricane. . .

Tulakan and Putty aro small round rocky islands of little value. Some
attempts had been made to plant them without, how-
ever, removing the jungle. "'hey are both claxmed
as Pandaram property, and are valuable fisheries.

16. The stato of the two islands precluded my obtaining an accurate return -
" Note on para. 81 of the different classes in Androt and Kalpenni, but

T I did so in both Kowraty and Agaty. I did so in

Melafhcryand J"ngﬂ‘! order to ascertain the proportion of meera-drawers
drawing, and its effect in  with referenco to the jaggery trade. The ‘¢ Karano-
Kowraty. ' mars ” (Tarwat) are the principal land-owners

and boat-owners. The Malimy or Pilot class is an important one, and

Tulakan and Putty.

- possesses considerable privato property.  As their name implies, their

ancestors were pilots. Third-class or urukars are the working classes of the

islands and gencrally dependent on ‘the other two.
The Melachery are the tree-climbers and toddy-drawers, and are univer-

sally dependants. In the Cannanore Islands they are fully employed and
well off. "They receive a moiety of the juice drawn and one cocoanut in ten -
of thoso they cut, or one or two in every bunch, according to the custom of
the island. -An able-bodied Melachery is able to keep on an average
20 to 25 trees cut for juice. He climbs twice a day, and the tree is
exhausted within six months, and produces no fruit during the next six
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months. The 300 ablo-bodied Melachery easte of this island probably kee'p;

Trom 12,000 to 15,000 trees of the better class bloeding throughout the year.
These might produce upwards of 100 candies of coir, worth 2,000 to 2,500

rupees. But as the people would only receive 650 to 700 rupees, they

manufacture jaggery to tho value of about 1,200 to 1,660 rupees.

Siatement showing Particulars of the Distribution and Occupation of ths
- Population of Kowraty as 1t was in 1847, ‘

I}T;;ﬁg ' 2xp-cLAsS 3rD-CLASS 4TH~CLAYS Ivﬁ:al.b
MAR. Manmnr. URURARS. CHERY,
Nameof]fhcri
or Local Divi- g . A : | <
som. g BB Vg LB IR e (B R E Ll s BB
[ ) — < o
ﬁ-"«wzgﬁuoﬁNmﬂhuﬁzmﬁmog_m?ﬁﬁmoE-a
. | o
l:gelachcry ( 4‘ ol Lot PALG] 11 3L c1g) 88f35| 1667 15611231 445
Tellachery ...1381...163'63153| 179] 58] 5] 53] 56:38) 147,33 3] 57) 65:29] 151} 11] 4 35| 24] 18 78,
Pallychery ..J 91161414 441 16 3] 271 24119] 70.28{ 7} S1i  44i17] 112]  8s{13] 170] 198| 114] =472
Tnrakarah ... 31..] 2/ 41 2] 8 29} 17 28] 36128] 02138] 1} 74| 7453} 200} - ®| w, 11} 18] 18 47
Total ... 150],..181181/68] 2311 100 9{ 108] 11685] 209/96!11] 193] 186{09] 478} 188!85} 382f 386 274] 1,042

17. Xarama 1s a kind of fixed rental on trees which have been confiscated
but allowed' to remain in the enjoyment of the family
from whom taken. A karama of fifteen pollums,
about 5 1bs. coir, per treo is levied without reference

Note on para. 89.

Karama rent in the

Islond of Kowraty. to the goodness or otherwise of the tree.. The rate is

much complained of by the people, who are not allowed to throw up
" the trees, and pay on muny which are not in bearing. This fact was distinetly
admitted by the public servants, who stated that they were not permitted to
strike unproductivo troes off the accounts. Iinspected many such trees which
were paying this rate. A good cocoanut tree yields about 5 lbs. of coir

on the Company’s islands, but the average rate at which the Cannanore

" monopolies are supplied is* about 3 lbs.; the Karama is therefore a heavy

rental. The average amount collectod on this account was stated to mo as
- 100 to 120 maunds of coir, and the number of trees held under this tenuro
is between 600 dnd 700 trees. A very arbitrary appropriation took placo

_about 20 years ago, of 40 yards all round the island and all trees within

that line wero placed under karama. The people attributed this to the

" ill-will of a Karyakar, whose aggression on private property they had

“resisted. I could get no satisfuctory explanation of the complaint from the
Beebee's servants. \ ‘ R
18. When I reached this island the Pandaram Pak or prohibition was on
Note on para 96. all the lime and ginddly (rose colored and delicate)
Pandaram Pak. cocoanut trees. The people brought this forward as
‘a great grievance, and the Kariastan who accompanied me determined to
- relinquish the claim, and ordered the Pak to be taken off. But the people
refused to accopt this compromise, as they had, they said, been unjustly

deprived of one-half the produce of such property for so long, - They were.

at length induced to gather and take the whole crop.
19. Suhely Par and Bingaram, Tingaram, were both confiscated by the
Rajah about the same time and under similar circum-

. Note on para, 99. stances. - When the monopolies were first introduced’

&

they were enforced with great rigour and a Karyakax/"(ﬁussan) of Kowraty

and an Accountant of Agety were found dead in tanks under circumstances
The confiscation of Which led to the suspicion that they had met with

Bubely, Bingaram, and foul play. Tho circumstances wereconsidered suffieient

Tingaram. to warrant the punishment of the entire population
by the confiscation of these valuable fishing and cowry beds. :

During & detention of several days from stress of weather on the distant
islands of Bingaram and Tinguaram, I had an opportunity of observing the
capabilities of these distant and not permanently occupied islands. The

Genéral remarks on
these islands. cannot be approached through: the jungle—while
rats destroy the young nufs to such an extent that those gathered are but
their leavings. I saw many thousands of nuts brought from Suhely, but not
one of them had escaped the rats entirely. e

The Pandaram is now making desultory endeavours to reclaim these
islandsavhich they havo so long shut up against the enterprise of individuals,
and. it is hoped that the colony established thero since the hurricane will
change the face of matters rapidly. Had Suhely heen open to the people

. it would long ere mow have been occupied. Xadamut, which is in the
neighbourhood of Ameny, was uninhabited in 1795 (see Licutenant Bently’s.

trees which overtop the jungle are fine, but often -

report), and within the recollection of many was an impervious jungle -

with four huts on it. It has now 200 inhabitants, 4,000 or 5,000 trees, and
produces annually considerable crops of dry grain; and within a few years it

will be come a very flourishing island. Were Bingaram, &e., which are in

the neighbourhood of Agaty thrown open in the same manner, they would
become valuable islands, particularly for growing coarse grain during the

monsoon. : S :
20. The statement given below shows the occupation of the-inhabitants of
Agaty. The inhabitants wero-all originally Mela-

Note on para. 108,  chery. Many are now wealthy and respectable,

owners of land and plantations in the island. The fourth class confine them-
selves to meera-drawing., There are 180 to 200 able-bodied meera-drawers,
but the troes of Agaty bleed so indifferently from the dryness of the soil
that the people cannot afford to make jaggery in such quantities as in
Kowraty. Indeed the average export of coir is about 4 lbs. per treo,

whereas that of Kowraty is only 8 Ibs. per tree, ‘showing that the '

sacrifice of coir and nuts to jaggery is not so great. =~

Statement showing Particulars of the Disteibution and - Occupation of the Popu-
lation of Agaly as it was in 1847, ,

Muyra Mazs. Marne. 0 c?f: el . Mstacmesy.
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21. Bingaram isthelargest of theisland on the shoal, and is of a horse-shox
Nots on para. 109, shape, about half a mile in léngth and 200 yards ir
Bingaram described.  breadth. The lagoon is shallow, and there are good
cowry banks. o

Tingaram lies about two miles distant, and is generally of the same
.- character. The lagoon around is, however, deep,

~and the west side is gradually being washed away with
loss of cocoanut plantation, which happens to be thickest where the waves

. e

Tingaram,

are encroaching fastest.

Separated from Tingaram by a narrow and fordable inlet of the sea it
Patly. Parly, at the head of the Agaty and Bingaram, Tinga.
ram coral shoal. - It is a small narrow island covered

with brushwood. v :
29. In writing of the coir monopoly T have blended the customs diities with
tho prices from which they are deducted. Sunkam ox
export duty was the early form of revenue, and is
charged on coir only. Import duty, though now charged on all rice, was
originally only charged on the rice paid in exchange for coir. . The double
‘ duty becomes 20 per cent. of the price. - The original
" charge of 1 fanam per candy for expenses at Canna-
nore has been commuted to one per cent. of the eoir; and includes hoat-hire
for landing coir, for the island boats do not stand the surf. The labor o:
weighing, beating, and storing is performed by the islanders, for which

Noto on para. 134,

“Expenses, »
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Commissioners to Governor in Council, dated ‘
# 18th October 1796, .

. North - Superintendent to  Commissioners

dated 30th October 1796, with Dechee of Can-
. mapors’s agreement, signed 28th October
1796 (15 Zoolam 972.) i

" Commissioners to CGovernor, dated lst No-

vember 1796.
tovernor in Council to Commissioners, dated

12th November 1796, paragraph 11,

Gevernor in Council to Commissioners, dated
15th November 1796, .

North e®Superintendent  to  Commissioners,
dated 15th September 1797, paragraph 11,

-Government to Commissioners, dsted 21st
October 1797, paragraph 16,

Hn,
A

M

L

agreement with the Joint Commis-
sioners, and after much correspond-
ence* and difficulty ‘the Beebes .
consented to pay’ general duties,
with reservation .on . account of
coir, in the profits of which the
Compeny “participated.. This ex-
emption was acquiesced in on the
condition that 10,000 rupees consti-
tuted a bond fide moiety of her
profits, which, however, was at the
time strongly doubled. The Bee-

bee’s coir has heen imported free of duty even since.
24, The rice given to the people has always been of the most inferior sort.

Note ¢a Tara. 146.

This was one of the complaints made to Ensign Bently
in 1795, and to mein 1847 ; and I had the most ample -

“opportunity of testing its truth; for a largo quantity of their rice passed

The very inferior des-

through my hands during my laté visit. Thisisa

eviptionof the rice given watter of great importance to the people. The

to the people.

average contents of the small moodah should be 50

geers of Tice, but it seldom contains so much, and the rice itself of a decidedly

As . compared - with

inforior description. X bought such rice in Calicut

that supplicd to the Ca- this year at Rupees 1-4-0 to Rupees 1-5-0 per

nara Islands,

moodah; its average price is under Rupees 1-6-0.

Batta.

‘they received. batta. It is. alleged apparently with
truth, that batta was paid originally during the whole

fimo of detention in Carnanore, but it was reduced in 1826 to 12 seers of
rice to each boat (they ‘are manned with 15 to 18 men) for the’three first

stored.

- dayw, after which the allowance is made every second day till the coir i

99 Another allowance is made to beats fully laden with coir under the
name of batta for the passage to and from the coast ; and varies according

to the nazeransh which may have been paid on the launch of boat in which
-exports are made. Coee )

4

Exemption from payment of duty on coir.

* My, Farmer, the Northern Superintendent,
dated 26th January 1794.

Sea Gustom Manager at Cannanore, dated 27th
January 1794, .

‘Beohee of Cannanore to North Superintend-
ent, dated 13th Scptember 1796. ‘

North Superintendent to Beebee of Canna-
nore, dated 16th September 1706,

Becbee of Cannanors to Commissioners, dated
4th October 1796, paragraph 2.

Commissioners to North Superintendent, dated
8th October 1796, paragraph 2.

Commissioners to Beebee of Cannanore, dated
12th October 1796,

North Superintendent to  Commissicners,
dated 16th October 1796,2nd and 5tk clauses,

-

23. During the first two years after the British occupation of Malabar the

Beobee of Cannanore was allowed
to collect all  customs duties at
Cannanore : and when the customs
collection was assumed in 1793 on
account of the Company, the Beebeo
of Cannanore objected to pay duty
on her merchandise, or claimed a
reduction of her jumma on the plea
that when the Settlement of that
year was made she was collecting
the customs.  The local officers,
however, considered that she was
not entitled to any immunity by her

. orders at a lower com.

The rice i.ssued to the Canara islanders is carefully chosen, and the moodah
passes among the people at 50 seers and goldom is less; while its price has
averaged during the last ton years above Rupees 1} per moodah. The rice
is of superior quality. Ihave throughout this paper taken the moodah at
50 seers, which is the standard, and the price Rupees 1-8-0; both are in
_excess of what really obtains in respect to the Cannanore Islands. | T
Oceasionally when the market price of rice is high the people have been
When prices of rico paid in part by credit orders (at 7 fanams* per
are high the peoploare moodah) and left to supply themselves. This they
occasionally paid  in nonvot do at the price, more especially towards the
mutation price. end of the season, when prices riso. It is stated
* 5 to the rupee. that frequently ono-half of the coir is paid for in this
manner. . The DBeebee of Cannanore’s servants admitted that this is
occasionally done, and the people alloge that they lose several annas per .
moodah of rice in effecting the purchase by discounting these orders.
24 (bis.) Coir is made from the husk of the cocoanut, which is cut before
. the- nut is quite ripe, or about the 10th or 11th
General Note No. 24'- month. Th(:1 husk iIs) stripped off and thrown into

Bis.
Coir _ soaking pits, where it Hes for 9 to 12 months.. Tho-
: woody particlesrot and leave the fibre easily separated.

Mannfacture. )
, Tf used with great economy the husks of 1,000 nuts of

*good size should yield 2} maunds of coir, but the average is about 500 nuts

to a maund of coir. i

.- The best soaking pits are formed in the sea sand just within low-water

" ‘mark, exposed to the action of sea water and wot
sand. In most of the islands the stillness of thae

10

Soaking pits. i
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water in the lagoon admits of this arrangement; butin some, as Ameny,

Agaty, &e., the rippls on the shore is too strong, and many of the soaking

. pits aro fresh water tanks formed in the same manner as the wells of the

island.  Coir soaked in sea water bleaches well, and is stronger th'in the
other, which is never so white. .

" When sufficiently soaked the husk is taken out and beaten With heavy

mallets, washed and rinsed several times, and then twisted.

Comparative Statement showing the Quantity of ‘Vom_en alone manufacture coir,
Coir, Nurber of Women, and the Average dunual ~ 8nd entirely by manual labcen  An
Froduction per Head. o averago twister takes about 15

‘ Average dg.rs to make a.mmmd of coir (a

| . Candics. | Females.| per | diligent work-woman would pro-

Head. | quce it in 10 days), or 2 maunds per

“mensem, and a candy a year. - In

. Mds,
Androt.. ..] 450 | 1,000 9 the Company’s islands the gverage
Kalpenni .. | 800 675 9 is nearly acandy a head, but'on
Kowraty .. 350 770 8
Agaly o - 1| 250 650 g |.the Cannanore island it segreely

“exceeds half that quantity ; for
the price does not provide more
. _ than the meresgt subsistence wages.
925. Weighing by the maund instead of by the # or § a candy at a time must
Note on para. 148. yield a considerable excess. The people urge this
On weighing by the asone of their grievances. It is truo that whena
13}1{;" le 0% ome ‘Ez-“’gi bundle is in excess of one maund they are nat allowed
Eﬁ:;;selgn:)vlliclx it mnst  to break it, but the bundle, under such a rule, will be
yield. oftener a little short of the maund than over it.

26. T found great difficulty in ascertaining with precision ‘what weights
Noteonparagraph 149, - and measures are used by the Pandaram in receiving
N.B—~They were coir, &c.; but on every one of the Cannanore Islands

never produced, and my they were impugned and openly challenged as being
position prevented my they pug penty <] g

. examining them on each false and excessive. The tulam used by the people

island. throughout the group is the maund of 32 Ibs., 640 Ibs.

* to the candy, and on both Company’s as well as the Cannanore Islands the

people mutually trade by this standard which is the immemorial and
customary weight. - The people complain that within the last 10 or 15 years
an - additional 2 1lbs. and upwards have been added to the tulam. In
. conversation the Kariastan told me that the tulam
us:(} mx%ht:iréirﬁ(fsgﬁ or maund in use was of 32 Ibs., but that an extra
equivocal. pound is now required to make up -deficiencies.
I had an opportunity of verlfymg the truth of this charge, for I was made
a refereo in a dispute between the people and the
Cannanore servants as to the weights, and took the
opportunity of adjusting by rupees the whole of the weights currently used
in one of the islands. I found them all false, and in excess in the proportion
of 2 to 3 1bs. in the maund. The weights themselves were most discreditable,
Discroditable kind of and if used by shop-keepers on the coast would all

Exposs.

- woeights. have fallen within tho Magistrate’s reach. One stone

was hewn into shape, but represented no even weight ; the rest were pieces
of stone, &e., tied up with coir, . To explain this exposé on my return to

.

the eozist, the Karastan told nﬁe that they requiréd a candy of 680 ‘lbs.‘, or

+34 1bs. to the maund, and pleaded ignorance for not having mentioned it
before. “When asked how it was that the people were unanimous in stating
that the customary maund of the island was of 32 lbs he replied “ what do

_they know ™

T must state my heliof that the practice of takmg coir, rents in kind, &e. .
by weights and measures which are larger than is _]ust prevmls throughout
‘the rdzmds.

27. The differenco between the coir supplied to the Company’s godowns

o® in Canara {the most of which is sent.on Gowmment
account to Bengal) and that which the Cannanore
Islands supply is shown by the fact that two years ago a gentleman who
had invested considerable capital in the manufacture of coir rope in Calcutta
wrote to Mr, Blane, the Collector of that district, to ascertain the cause of

Great dotorioration e great difference between the Laccadive coir which
in the.macufecture of ecame into the general market and that which the
coir. » Collector of Canara supplied to the Bengal Govern-
ment*from the same istands, and expressed himself anxious to obtam some
of the more valuable article.

28, Very significant deductions may be drawn by contrasting the quantity

of coir supplied

Statement showing the Average Bearing Plantation in the Compan ”'s from’ t’he Com-
and Cannawore Islands, the drer age Quantity of - Coir pmduwd and pany’s islands—

Note on para. 150,

Note on paragraph 151,

Rate pe‘ Tree, with  roference
’ v Average Sup-| to the  bearing
bet:g;:n Average| ply of Coir Average plantaﬁon—“vith

Bearing| from each. |5 4o per| the same data

Planta- | Island per | oo
tion. | Candyof I Tree. | on the Canna-

strizck, .
struc ~ 640 Iba. nore Islands.
The ' marginal

Names of Islands. which
. Averago is

Company’s Islands. C§. MDS. LBS.

Amon an Radamut, | 183947 | 44069 | 357 1 6 | s} | Statement shows
Kiltan* - J11839—44 | 13,282 1 113 17 20 5% that while the
Chetlat Se .| 1830—44 | 7464 | 451 1424 43 manufactured
- " lAverage| coir averages 5

Total .. - 65,415 | 52213 18 [51bs. | lbs. per tree on

Cannanore Islands. - the ff)rmer, it
Androt+ .. .. |1846 say] 0,000 | 450 0 O | 3} ‘but slightly ex-
Kalpeini ., .. | 1816 §0,000 ] 300 O O 22 ceeds 3 Ibs. on
Kovraty .. - ..|1847 7500 350 0 0 3 h e )
Agaty oo | 187 39,000 ] 250 0 O 4 the latter—in
- —~ other words, if

Total .. . 189,000 [1,350 0 0] 3% had the inhabi:

, tants of  the
Average difference of Company’s and Cannanore Islands 60 per] Cannanore
cent. 13. , . Islands had the
same - induce-
ment  to make
-tho best. use of
their . materials
as the Com-
pany’s islanders, they mxght supply not less than one-tlnrd more coir.

* The consus for 1847 of that island has not reached me.
+ No prior statistic data cxists. :

The great waste of the raw material and the low average of cou' as
compared with the mun'bcr of twrs
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It has already been pointed out, vide General Note No. 24, that the aver-
age quantity of coir in tho Cannanore Islands is less than half # candy (10
maunds) per each female, while in the Company's Islands it is probably not
. lessthan 15 to 17 maunds a head. :

Note on para. 152.
Statement showing the velative Population sup-

ported by a n Nuwwber of Trees in the Can~
nanore and Company’s Islonds.
W55 o2 : -
'i 3 ‘:é ;,% Eg i 29. A further illustration gf the
Namo of Island, %: Edlpon g‘n w3 | relative eondition of these islands
ERCERIFER g ;'; is drawn from a comparison of the
< 3, a3 B2 5 < &1 population with the means of sub-
; sistence. I take each island at its
0‘}’;%:2:3 |, fullest complement, as it was be-
Ameny and fore the group was wisited by
| ot | B 400|185 | cholerain 1845, Tt will b~scen
Kiltan .. .. 630 | 13282 | 21| from the marginal statement that
‘ —| the Canara Island f)lantzftions
. Total .o} - o b3y support more than one-third more
Averag abous ., . . 18 people. The difference is no doubt
Cannanore exaggoerated by the fact that the
And l{jtl".”d‘- 2000 | 90.000 | 30 Jannanore family have reserved
Kalpenmi .| 10006 | $0.000 | .60 land of considerable extent, in the
i\g:tryaty . ?g)gg 7;,388 20 produce of which .ﬂ.ne pgopli? are
' I ! =% ¢ not allowed to participate, while on
Total .. [ .. . 133. | the Company’s islands every tree
'Avémge N - 331 is I}Ol}!‘iShiDg a resident.

. B.—These islands have totam land.  Kow-
raty has totam, but it is under cocoanut, and
the others depend exclusively on eocoarmt and
fishing, and are Melachery Islands.

-80. This novel monopoly has been resisted, and probably it will be
impossible to maintain it. It is. admitted by the
Cannanore people to have been a wrong and irregu-
lar impost. The prices on the coast were unusually tempting this year,
viz., 10 to 12 rupees per 1,000 while they reccive about 4} to 5 rupees
worth of riee per 1,000 at Cannanore—and the. people have openly deter-
mined to break through this restriction. 'Tho Kariastan who accompanied
me has recommended that this monopoly be given up formally, and I have
endeavoured to induce the people to await permission; but they have, I
" People. have broken Pelicve, sold several lakhs of nuts in the open market
through ‘the coccanut ab 18 rupees per 1,000, From what I observed of
vestriction, tho Beebes and Ler people I doubt not that permission
would have been withheld. : ' .
31. Jaggery is made from meera which is drawn twice a day. The yield
Note on para. 161. varies materially on different islands. In the damp
Jaggery. island of Kowraty, the daily average may be a seer
of juice per tree; while in Agaty it is considerably less. A large quan-
tity of meera is consumed in its raw stato; and the remainéer is made into

Note on paragraph. 160.

S
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jaggery or vinegar—10 seers of the simple juice yield one seer of jeggery— '
which sells on the coast at 5 or 6 rupees per 100 seers. In Androt and
Kowraty jaggery is an important article of manufacture; for it is more
profitable than coir at ‘the monopoly rates. . On the

' Vide Nota 16, : On
Vide Noto 16 Jompany’s islands owners of trees do not willingly

let trees to jaggery-makers, and fow are cut except for the meera required.

. _ for domestic use. Jaggery is imported from the
Forthorelativovalue  (lannanore Islands. Androt- and Kowraty have pro-
tothepeopleofjagzery N .
and coir, vide Nojo 16,  bably exported ifrom 1,500 to 2,000 rupees worth of
-t jaggery annually of late ; the other islands less.
82, Morinda citron was once, I believe, worth 70 or 80 rupees per candy,
Note on para. 162, and is now monopolized at 20 rupees per candy; its
Morinda citron. market value is now much reduced.
E . 0o W el : 1 3
Note on para. 168, 33. At Kalpenni 1:} to 2 seers of cowries may be
Inequality, of fixed collected by a weman in a day ; at Androt not § a seer,
rates _on  cowries while the more distant shoals cannot be fished at all at

shown? " the price now paid for cowries. The uniform rateis bad.

84.- Probably the average supply of tortoise shell is about 3 maunds

.. @& year. I have assumed 7 rupees per. pound as the

ggfﬁogz Eﬁ :ﬁ 178. price, which is the lowest for ‘unpickokd tortoise shell.

o Good picked tortoise shell is worth 10 to 112 rupees in

the market. Attempts werc made by the Kariastan to mystify me as to

the prices paid for tortoise shell, but T believe the information afforded in
the text to be good. ’ e

35. Ths penalties for breaches of monopoly, howev?r smallb, are fixed xl'ery

high with a view to inspire fear. For smuggling

gﬁ;if;;me:ﬁ; eox%'ries, 51 Pagodas is the stated fine—modified of

breaches of restric- course in practice. For tortoise shell the nominal fine

tion. k is proportionably greater. An‘ inhabitant of Agaty

was recently fined 51 maunds of coir (worth at the lowest rate 51 rupees).for

selling half a secr of cowries in Calicut ; there were aggravating circum-

stances in this case. Another was fined 5 rupees, and another sentenced to

cight days in confinement for petty breaches. Two

Insiances. others were fined 2 rupees each on suspicion, having

been detected with cowries tied up in the shape of a pot of jaggery. Several

persons came forward who had been fined from 12 to 25 rupees for not

_ delivering the tortoise shell they had taken as soon as they landed.

Smuggling of these lesser articles cannot be prevented now, and is on the
increase. A case came accidentally before me which led me to beliove that
some inhabitants of Agaty had entered into a contract to supply .cowries at
60 rupees per candy (two-thirds advanced) to a merchant resident in Ameny.
36. The hercditary Kazee of Androt died in 1846, and his heir, a lad of

- 715, was appointed to succeed (another acting during

Note on para. 177 1:q ninority) in 1847 just before the hurricane. The
Na'fzm.mahs'  1ad ‘was mulcted 400 rupees, 300 rupees of which were

. set down in the account outstanding against the island. About 100 rupees

L “were, I understood, borrowed from the Kariastans of
Instances of. . (unnanoro (30 from ‘the one who was with me) and
others. The family has been ruined by the effects of the hurricane, and

" whilo T was on the group his relations were taking the lad on a tour of the )
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islands to raise charitable subt:rnpuons to pay the fine. The Kazee of

Androt the direct descondant of the first Missionary.

The Kazee's dues are large in ‘consiGeration of the heavy nazeranah, and
their losses were prominently urged on me by the old Kazee of Kalpenni
in reference to the desolation which has overtaken that island.

37. By the less well affected these-titles are attributed to the avarice of

Note on para. 178.  the Cannanore House. They are clearly Hindoo in

Local titles. their origin, and ’borre%pond with the title of the
person sent by the Rajah of Cherikul o aid in the extermination of Rortu-
gnese. The individual name merges for life in the
title. Under the changed feelings of the people these
“ tifles have been little sought of late at their price. A decreaso in the
liberality of the Deebeo was alleged as the reason of this falling off, but
a gradual failing of the respect iorme*ly folt for the family is probably the
proximate cause. A Pallor was created at Kalp(,mn in 1847 at an expense
of 200 rupees to the individual. ~

Their origin,

38. An instance was urgod on mo in Agaty,in whwh t appearul that
Note on para. 181. Aboker Malimy left the island and resided with his.

Tostances of attach- family in Calicut, from whence he made several trips
- ment for pilot dues. as pilot ; but withheld the usual ghare from the
Beebee His sister’s property was attached and administered by the
Karyakar for two or three years till a portion of the arrears were hqlu-
dated. = Other instances were mentioned.

. 39. This characteristical interference with the liberties of perscm is still

Note on para, 182,

Wearing ornaments, be purchased by a nazeranah of 25 to 51 rupees; but
&e: k . once obtained, it is hereditary. In Agaty several
instances were named in which the nazeranah had been pald Wlthm 20
years, and two or three within the last fow years. ,

40. I regret to say that my information on ‘the matter of salt was

Note on para. 185, unsatisfactory, indeed the practice seeras to be conflict-

Salt. o ing. Atone time it was monopolized. It seems the
islanders frequently import it from Mahé and Goa, and the Beebee supplies
them ith salt from Arabia. One boat-owner had attempted to introduce
salt and was charged 20 per cent. as a duty thereon.

" The people still wish the indulgence granted to people’of the Company s
island to be extended to them, which shows they do not supply themselves
50 cheaply as we can supply them at prime cost from the Government
godown

41, The: poople stated that thev are frequently obhged to take tobacco
Noto on para. 186, ¢ in part payment of the ‘value. of coir.  They are
Receive tobacco from supplied with an order on Mahé on the Beecbee’s agent
Mahé in payment for there, and thence embark it and proceed to the

coir. islands. ‘
42. Tt occurred about four years ago that about 20-bundles of tobacco
~Note on para. 191. were in so bad a state as to be unfit for use,—in
Badness of tobacco.  part measured in a seer measure—were forced on

the people. It is urged in the petitions, and I verified the fach fully.

" Disputed.

kept up. The right to wear gold ornaments must
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43. Thero is every reason to believe that in true native spmt no claim is

Note on para. 194, *  €ver written off or-relinquished, but their open and

. Old debt and balances. - unbalanced accounts .are- kept: up :from uncle to

nephew for generations. Itis evident, however, thata good deal of difficulty

and resistance has been met with for some years; for instance, I find that in
gsome cases regular bonds for the amount had been exacted, a thing hitherto

unheard of. The people on all the islands challenged the productmn of the
books and the details of theu‘ debts ; said that they -

. frequently applied to see the account of debt against
them unsuccessfully. The tule of a debtor is not alw{tys worthy of 1mphclt

“eredit ; but a very serious gricvance exists.

The double set of accounts comphcate ‘the matter much The accounts
kept on the islands may posmbl} in some d(lgree he accessible, though the
collection may be made an engine of oppression by the servants.

Those kept by the Kariastans at Cdnnanore aronot so. Andon unt of

% ot Tovied on them 10 per cont. from all coir is deducted on apeount
ol mﬁfz nCdL count ofolq  Of the hereditary debts of the owners of these boats,
balaneds due by bout- who, it is affirmed, are all indebted on the Cannanore
owmers thrown on the  Dyfter. They on their part only distribute among the
peopie: people who freight their boats rice in the proportion
they receive it on the whole load; thus throwing tho levy for debts due by

N.B—This virtually “them (the owners of the boats) on their dependants,

increases the deductions with whom it is not optional to freight or not.  All

to 31 per cent. on allcoir o dyitted this fact and said * that they themselves did’

to the body of the people, N e :
b%mg o1 }PCI‘ ,-(,Il)t oy notowe any thing, and they, therefore, distributed the

duties and expenses and exaetion” cqually on all. . The Kariastan who accom-
tlgepﬁflﬁgh xtz?}l‘?;ﬂt]aé)t{ panied me admitted it, and merely said that if the
on ‘the body of the principal people who were charged with the- distribu-
people. tion of justice of this nature did . such injustice, they
were helpless. - Thero is no possible remedy for this gross giece of injustice.
44. An audience nazeranah—vide paragraph 179-—must be paid whatever
Noto on para. 197. the occasion of preseutat:mn The Kariastan told me
Audiences, that of late very few audiences had been sought.
45. Tt appears that when Tinsign Bently visited theisland in 1795 he found
. the ‘same species of administration in three of the
Note on paa. 195. islands—Androt, Kowraty, and Agaty ; the I{aryakars
were servants gent from the coast, and on allowances of 48 moodahs of rice
- Allow - (four moodahs per mensem) ‘and the Accountant’s
owances to servants
in 1795 were double allowances inproportion. In Kalpenni, on the con-
their present rafes. trary, the Kary akar was a native of the island and on

one-half the allowances. .The Kuryakars now emploved are chiefly 1bldnders,

and all allowanves have been reduced to that rate.

' - 46. T belicve the head and rujhost men on the
Note cn para. 200.
The head and richest island are exempted from these daily. contributions,

- men exempted from con-  which fall heav iest -on the Melachery or lowest class,
* tributions.

it is said.
47. A man had been fined 2 rupees in Kowmty Just’ before my arrival
Noto on para. 202. by the Karyakar for withholding a fish’s head, the
Instances  of Police Karyakar’s due. - The Karyakar admxtt(‘d it, and gaid
tdwinistration. it coustituted his salary. The Karyakars also trade
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and havo balance of account against many. 'When Kalpenni was destroyed
by the storm the public establishment, being without allowance, left the
island, and the state of anarchy may be conceived whon all the influential
people pounced on tholittle all remaining to their creditors. It was brought
to my - notice, and I made them refund it.. In Androt things were in much
the same stato; there was no protection of property. -Thero is none of that
stability in the system which is required to meet such exigencies.

Noto on para. 204, 48. The Monegar of the Company’s islands receives

Cost of establishment 174 rupees per menseim, and the whole establishment .

in Ameny lelands. costs upwards pf 500 rupees per mensem.
Note on para. 206. 49. The anxiety of the people that an end be put
ish for proper estab- to this and proper Governibent servants be intro-
lishment. ‘ . duced is very earnest. -

50. "The connexion of these with the administratien, of the internal affairs
o 207 is a relic of the immemorial and ancient fornt of polity.
’\?&?k‘;zs}zz;:' " The existence of the body may become valuabl® still,

o ) but from what I have seen I doubt if at present.their
“influence is beneficial. It is too great, and it is said the bargains driven
with their debtors are very hard. That efficient control so neccssary as
woll to check as to render their assistance valuable is wanting. I have
had opportunity of testing these assessors in the Canara Tslands, and. valu-
able as they are as assessors, and important as it is that they be so used,

I must admit I have experienced considerable want of integrity. The native
* officials complain that the intrigues of these men complicate apd rotard

business, and from what I saw I think that these remarks may be applicable

to the same class ofithe Cannanore subjects. The people openly complained
against them ; and tho cxpression ¢ our Mookyastans and Karyakars are

worse than our Rajah ¥ was frequently used in open assembly. When I

asked them what part they took in the administration of justice, they replied

they somstimes Were and sometimes were not present, and when the Karya-
kar fined a man, they hegged off a portion. Instances were mentioned in
Agaty where thoy had been the chahnel between the persons and the Karya-

kar. I should have heard more of these matterg, but for the circumstance

that principal people of Androt being charged with assault and murder in

_ the Cowrachy case which frightened all, lost they should suffer for occurrences .

* which might be considered irregular by me.
51. All rclease from confinement being accompanied by .a feo to the
Note on para. 209. Karyakar, the local judge, complaints are made that
Police: ‘the power of punishment is put in practice for the sake ;
Confinement fees.  of tho customary fee (marshady). R

_ The case of supposed murder was that of a child for her jewels. It
took placo in Kowraty, the victim was of the Chekyat

Tllat family, and tho perpetrator of the Kalampelly

_ . family. The corpse was diseovered, the perpetrator’s

house was ¢ Cowrachiod,” and some jewels and a boat sold for or given

“to the victim's family, and the'perpetrator’s plantation of 8 to 10 trecs was

carried to the Pandaram sccount. . , :
Note on para. 210, 52. The Belly THat torture case, in which death and
o Iz.lstz.,nce‘of capital Cowrachy is said by the people of Agaty to have occur-
- punishment. red, was for sorcery; and was committed many years ago.

Casts -of heinous
crime, "

5

oy No@ on para. 217.
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"It is difficult to say how frequently Cowrachy may have taken place on
_ these islands, but it has been a species of pupishmeu{

which is occasionally put in practice. While on.the
islands a case of the kind came judicially before me, which had created a
great sensation. This I was unwilling to increase by formal inquiries ; but
T ascertained that a Cowrachy had really taken place ; besides two or -three
others in Androt for offences against the Pandaram. In Kowraty, besides

_ Cowrachy.

* the Cowracky in Chakyat Illat murder case, a Karyakar had, about eight

days back, taken upon himself to Cowrachy a house, &c., for somo fancied
glight to himself. The property was restored, but the party stated that it

" cost him as much as it was worth.

53. The summary confiscatich of 40 yards of land all round the shore of
" Note on para. 214. Kowraty is an instance.. Qthers may admit of expla-
Summary settlement Dation. In Agaty the owner of a boat sold his boat to
of Rajah’sclaim. «*  an inhabitant of Ameny for 80 rupees without leave ;
and Theard that he was called on to pay the whole sum to the Beebee of
Cannanore, and oventually paid 10 or 15 rupees with fees to the Karyakar.
The plea being that the sale of the boat to a Company’s islander is an
offonce. The fact is certain} of the principle of the punishment I could
not get an explanation, In Androt and Keolpenni the Pandaram land was
assumed as Rajah’s jenmom from ‘the people.” On the coast the value of
improvements would have been allowed ; not so here. - I, however, - inten-
tionally avoided much enquiry into these circumstances. Last year some of
the islanders of Agaty were supposed to have sold some coir 13 the’ captain
of a Bagalah who had anchored off the island. One of them admitted’
having sold a gmall quantity, the other denied, but on proceeding with full
freight of coir to Cannanore the coir of both was. confiscated, and theii-
persons placed in confinement, from-which they estaped to Mangalors, and
thence to tho group by the boats of Amendevy. 1 induced the Karyakar
to change this arbitrary proceeding into a fine, $hich has been done I
‘believe. - The fine was five candies of coir, value 120 to 125 rupees. 1 havo
little doubt some smuggling took place. ~The ﬁ{io was, I think, excessive.

" 54. The confession en which the. Androt ,C'g‘u‘mohy was ordered was
Note on para. 215.. obtained by administering the test of bread,over
" Confession by ordeal.  Which ceremonies had been performed by a member
of a Sheik’s family., oo
"55. The prevent'ion of smuggling will depend
Support of monopolies.  entirely on whether sanction be accorded by Govern-
‘ment to the confinuance, of these restrictions or not. " v
Note on para. 219, 56. This expedition ‘was headed by Chak Karya-
Expodition to Maldives, kar and started from Kalpenni. = . = a3 :

N .
8

_ 57. Gross misrepresentation took place from the beginning relative to
The assessment is quite * the value of Minacoy. Its whole revenue is said {o

~ below what it oight to included in the 2,400 rupeeswhich the Beebee repre-

“be. . »+ . gented to be tho value of all territorial possessions on

the islands. _Buf; 3,000 rupees of this sum were admitted to be the rental
of the Pandaram gardens on the.four islands of the Laccadives proper, and

 probably the vilue of liinaqoy.~“'a3" not disclosed at all at tho 'conguest.

/s

s “
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Meanwhile the wholé plantation of the island ought probably to have beer
assessed against the Cannavore fawily, in addition to the profits of an
exclusive trade; indeed the entire surplus produce of the island was
probably in their hands at that time. .

Note on para. 228, 58. I learnt, however, that tho peoplo have
" Falling off inrevenues accounted for very little revenue for several years
of Minacoy. * past, and less than ever during tho last year or twa.

59. Iun the body of the puper I have given the amount of Pandaram pro-
On Pandaram pro- Dorty on each island. The plantations are forfilled on
perties. ancient waste, It appears that the' Pandaram
‘properties were formerly entrusted to the prinecipal inhabitants of .each
island against a certain fixed sum chargeable on the islands and. payable
in coir. In this state Mr. Bentley seems to have found shem in 1795, and
from what 1 learned on the islands this system appears to have been main-
tained till within a few years back.” During this time tho people improved
these: gardens under the hope of the lease being continued to them, or
that, according to custom, improvements would be paid for. - .
60, In Androt the rent was at one time at 750 maunds-of coir {37 candies
‘ at 65 rupees per candy), or 2,405 tupees; it was
gradually raised to 1,200 and 1,500 maunds (60 to 75
candies of eoir) ; and still more fately to 2,000 maunds, when, as the people
aver, they were thrown up as they were unable to pay the rate. The gardens
have since (about fve years ago) been under the management of the Keax-
yakars, who pull and store the fruit. The nuts are sent to Cannlhnore, the
husks are retailed for the manufacture of coir at 1} maunds of coir per
" 1,000 husks. I learnt that the sales are limited. Whai these gardens may
have produced since this chango it is impossible to say, but from the dis-
satisfaction manifested by the Kariestan who accompanied me I conceive
it must have been most unsatisfactory. It need only be said that no account
of the number of the trees was in oxistence. These plantations thus seem
to have been resumed by the Pandaram without remuneration for improve-
ment according to the custom on the coast. ‘ : '

61.-In Kalpenni the same conditions have prevailed; the rental of Pan-
daram plantations was at one time 1,500 maunds (75
‘ : candies per annum), and was gradually raised. I did
notlearn whether the people volutitarily threw up the trees, or whether they
were ‘resumed, but for several years prior to the hurricane they were in
the charge-of the sorvants. Tho outturn, if what the Kariestan assured
me be true, has proved unsatisfactory, being under a lakh of nuts per annum
only. o A

Tn these two islands only has the Pandaram up to this time established
clear possession and enjoyment of the trees claimed. In Kowraty a small
portion only was actually in cnjoyment; however great the desire of the

Androt.

Kalpenni,, |

~ Pandaram to obtain possession of the rest, it has not been possible to ‘carry,

out the resumption. Whilein Agaty the wasteis but imperfectly planted,
and the Pandaram has not becn ‘ablo to establish itself in many of the
gardens claimed, against the influence of their occupants, who also planted
them out. ' ‘

%

. ¥

* Suhbcly is said to produce about half a lakh of nuts per annum, and 80,009

or 40,000 nuts are brought from Bingarafs and Tingaram.

These gardons are closed to the people, and there ean bo no doubt that a
better system would vastly benefit both parties. '

62. Tho immemorial rates of freight are still current on the islands, and
' - 10 per cent. of the article carried—whether coir

General Nofe. &e., exported or rice imported in exchange for sur-
Freight. plus produce—is levied as freight. The boat-owners

“are, therefore, materially affected by any change influencing the value of

commoditica. On the Company’s Ysland, whero general frade is free, th'e
boat-owner secures 10 per cent. on the market value of all cargoes, coir
exéepted. On the Cannanoro Islands 10 per cent,.on the monopoly valus
: only is obtained. A

RS8. A. P. . TES., AP,

Company's Island. Cannanore Island, _ comparative marginal
Freight of one candy Freight of one candy statement. shows the

ot coir, béing 10 | of coir, being 10 S DR B

per “cent. on_met per cent. on met relative position of the

receipts, ghout reccipts, about Rs, boat-owners on the

Rs.+ 16-8-0 per 6-G-0 . 010 2

Difference  boing Company’s and Canna-
ahout 150 per comt. nore Islands in regard
:5%3?5; .1_}6&1.)6?? o 13 5 to freight on coir which

, is monopoliced in both ;.

Total .. 1 8 7 Total .. 1. 9 7 4p. difference amounts
to0 150 por cent. Thus the caxrying interest of the Cannan'ol-'e‘I'sland.s ig
very much bohind that of the Company’s Islands. Competition is strietly
prohihitea, otherwiso it would ruin the Cannsanore Island boat-owners. -

'63. The petty internal traffic of the Pandaram, the tobacco monopo_ly,

Note on pars. 133. collection of debts, fines, c?w., lead t.o the accuml-llatmn

Treight paid by Pan- of a considerable quantity of coir am‘mally in the
daram. Beebee's godowns on the islands, varying probably
from 25 to 40 candies in each island. The portage of this coir to the coast
is done by the people in their boats; but under eonditions hy which ﬁ.xey
consider themselves aggrieved. No boat starts withont first freighting
any quantity of the stored coir that may be ordered by the Karyz?kar ;8 to
8 candies seem to be the usual quantity in each boat. Fre:ig}'lt is allowed
by the Pandaram at 6 per cent. of the coir itself. This coir is commmuted
juto a rice payment at the monopoly rates, with all deductions for duty
ond expenses, which leaves the actual freight abont

-3

candy .. .+ 1 9

From whichmore valu- R 4 v
ab&ior;nd return cargo 61 secrs of rice per candy. This amount is very
1 per cent, s taken. short of the freight paid on the same amount by an
islander. Tho loss is, however, made up in part by the allowances desertbed
in Note 22. , ‘

The boat-owner is responsible for the full weight delivered by tho Karya-
kor, and it is said that the loss by dsyage on the passage is thrown on the
boat-owner. ; . h

*  The Beebes ﬁays no freight for z;‘ny ﬂxin§ eése. ili;: rice, %fr_mlralziy

: amoupting to o few hundred moodabs {0 each 1siang,
oié‘f‘rl;i?}i\fr sticles oo mxxl;st be geﬁveted free. of all chargé. Thus on the
tmore valuabla and less bulky article the boat-owner gets no freight.
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In the Company’s Islands the Government does not interfere in any way -

.No interference with
the boats on Company's
Island.

On the Cannanore

* - Double weighing on
Cannanore Island.

84

with the freight of boats. No tollections of coir
whatever are made on the islands, and even judiciai
fines are paid by surcties on the coast.

Islands all the coir, &c., is weighed on the lsland
before export, in order that no-smuggling may take
place on the passago ; and each bundle is made up to

one maund. Hufrmg myself witnessed this process, I believe the delay
ordinarily occasioned is fully two or threo days besides the labor of double

R in Number 799.48.

weighing and arranging, for it is again Weighed at
Cannanore. On the Company’s Islands the coir is

: stowed m bulk .and only weighed once for all at Mangalore..

(Signed) W. ROBINSpN,
- Head Assistant Collector.

s

é
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APPENDIX B.

Mumoranpey or Orrician RECORDS.

On the 11th April 1792 the Chief and Factors report the reduetion
Chief and Factors to ©f Beebee of Cannanore “by our arms,” adding

Governor-General,datod  that * from ,motives of humanity she had been

11th March,_1792. . ”
On the suhjeot of 8ssured of the personal safety of herself and family,

Malabar I-Raj&hst- a fzs and that no part thereof shall ever be put under

ran s] . .

Per b§,°'§}f Roport Abor. the authority of Tippoo, as she avers that the

cromby, dated 14th  gread of his power and the influence of her hus-

February 1791 Vide B N

Tolitical Department, band were the causes of her conduct, which she

30tk Jone 1794, has since severely repented. Her possessions
about Cannanorc are small, and it may be a matter of policy and con-

“ciliatory of the Mopillahs in general to permit her to retain these posses-

sions. She has also sevcral ships with which she trades to the Lacca-
dives and to different parts in India. The customs at Cannanore have.
been likewise levied by her ; your Lordshlp 8 orders on thls point will
be acceptable. . - - ,
Beebeo of Cannanory gaye in a statement of the produce of her
property on the coast, which was entered at

n Mey 1792 30,000 pagodas in schedule appended to Treaty

" of Peace, 11th Mareh 1792,

‘But the Commissioners added that the Beebe-e of Cannanore’s “ trade’
Chief to tho Commis. 10 the Laccadives is not taken into the account,
sionors, dated 18th Sep- which -must produce a considerable annual
tember 1792. inéome.” They further reported that «“ the Beebee
of Cannanore having deputed her Head Karyakar to compliment the
Extract from the (Commissioners in. her name, we tock occasion to

Commissioners’  Pro- poing out to him our superiors’ expectation that
ceedings,  September . e,
*24& 1792, the Beebee should, according to her ablhty, pay
Vducher 20. .

the Company 4 tribute for the possessions she
enjoyed mnder their protection, representing to him, as had been done
to the other Rajahs, their right of sovereignty acquired over her dis-
, trict, not by alliance but by -conquest, and that it was no less reason-
able that cur superiors should participate of the advantages she
acquired from the Maldive (sic) Islands, if Gqyernment should not
think proper to take posses sion of them for the Company P
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- On being called on relative to the above extract “ to state what sum
" Abstract of Commis- She was willing to pay as tribute for the posses-
gioners’ Proceedings, : - » . . .
dnted 13th Octoberlzyz, 51008 she held,” the ,Bu,b.ee dehvex:ed a memorial
Abstract of Memorial, iR bar of payment of tribute, urging the small.
daved 13th Uotobor. ness of her posgessions on the coast and ““few
little islands,”” her friendship for the English, and the losses sustained

by the storming of Cannanore in 1784 by General McLebd, and the

Joint Commissionors’ Report, paragraph 24.

In the early stages of tho negotiation
this plea atiracted nomce and inquiry was
held, but the result was most unsatisfactory;
and althoug,h the plea was not considored
“an consututmﬂ any obstacle to the Com-
pany’s exeroising their right and deriving
every proper advantage from their acquired
sovereignty -Over the islands,” it was left to
the decision of Governor-General to decide
whother it should coustitute ary bar. On
further inquiry, however, Mr. Haudley re.
ports, 15th Febroary 1795, that the allega-
tivn was -wholly groondiess, and probably
- mado with sinister views.

This episode is, therefore, of o impor.
tance, and as the records of the inquiry, &c.,
would swell this memorandum, all that re.
lates exclusively to it is withdrawn, though
allusions may bo found which are hereby
explained.

‘necessity which his mulet had
imposod on her of mortgagitig the
coir produce of the islands to
Chowakara Moossa(the Company’s
Commercial Agent in Tellicherry),
_ the assumption of certain of tho
" Laccadive Islands by Tippoo, and
her loss incurred by the Cherikul
Rajah having resumed the equiva-
lent granted by that prince in the
Cuntoor District. She appended
a statement of the value of terri-
torial possessions on the coast and
private goods on the Laccadives,

which showed “gardens on four islands, 600 Sultanee Pagodas, at

Rs. 4 cach, 2,400.”” On this representation the Commissioners recorded
a Minute, 19th October 1792, that Tippoo appears to have annually
. mulcted her on account of her persomhtms and gains of her trade,
-“«and included these ahnual mulets in the acconnts of the talook Canna-
noré, which being rated at 80,000 pagodas, seems to warrant the sup-
position, as in the account delivered by Arsed Beg the territory of
Cannanore is only valued at 15,000 rupees, which by the accounts
received from the Beebee seems to be about the real value.”

- ¢ Such, however, seems to have been the custom of Tippoo, and in this
light of some annual mulets she seems to have felt the proposal made
to her of naming some specific sum to be paid to tho Company as an
equivalent for the landed property she held and for the exclusive trade
sho carried on to the Laccadive Islands; to lessen this as much as

possible she endeavours to prove herself poor, and has for this purpose

introduced in her memorial assertions to this effect.” And it was
agreed to Tefer to Governor in Council, with reference to General
McLeod’s proceedings, for decision .on ¢ the arguments founded
thereon by the Beebee relative to the untaxed retention of the Lacca-

dive Islands.” They observed that ¢ the benefit she derives from her -

islands, exclusive of the gardens valued at 2,400 rupecs, are throngh
the medium of trade; she supplies them mth rice, cloths, &c., and
receive in return the coir produced there at the low rate of Rupees 35

.

Jt‘p«k
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per candy; the annual quantity is estimated at about 600 candies, ard
the market price being about Rapees 65 to 70, leaves, after every :
deduction of charge, a handsore profit.” '

In a subsequent Minute the Commissioners observed that “ the set-

Tho Miuate by the blement of the tribute to be paid by the Beebee of
Commissioners of 5th  Cannancre was chiefly delayed by the pretensmns
January 1793.

she put forward on mortgage of her islands.”

And it was resolved to ascer tain from the Governor (then at Calicut)
whether the appeal had been determined on. - And further to “ recom-
mend to the Governor as  soon ag -practicuble to enquire into the pre-
sent state, not only of the four islands remaining with the Beebee, but
also of the three islands said to have been formerly granted to Lippoo
by the Becbee of Cannanore.” It will be, observed that all mention
of the fifih island, Minacoy, is suppressed. And it is probable that it
was not then known that one of the Maldlves (Mmacov) was in the
posséssion of the family. .

It was further determined to call perempton]) on the Beebee “ to
treat for the future scttlement of the country, as well as payment of all
arrears since the date of the cession, in defaunlt of which the Commis-
sioners will think it their duty to take such measures as may from her
local resources secure the rights and dues of the Company.”

On the above Minute the Governor intimated that ¢ it was his inten-

Minute of 9th Jauuary tion on the return of the Morning Star to despatch
798, 7 Captain Pruem to make an accurate survey of
those islands as recommended by the Commissiongrs.”

Accordmg to the 8rd resolution of their Minute of 9th Janmry, tho
Commissioners wrote to Beebee of Cannanore,
: peremptorily directing her to attend at Calicut,
*in order that some settlement may be made, as well for what i is past
as for the future, or otherwise, if you continue to trifle with us any
longcr and withhold your payments (not 1 rupee having, since the
cession of your town, . country, and. islands, been received in part of
your revenue), we shall feel it incumbent on us, without further delay,
to adopt the ready means which we have in our power to sccure to the
Honotrable Company their undoubted rights under the cessions ; but we
hope that your conduct will not be such as to force us to any other
measures than those of mildness, which we wish to observe towards you,
so that you may be rendered happy under the equitable rule of the
Honorable Company’s Government.  Your speedy answer is required.”

In answer* to the above the Becbee of Cannanoro sent two

*Tho Bosbeo of Karyakars to treat, and expressed her hopes that
;’:s;z’;g:g’ to the (1‘;3";}; ¢ you will do me the favor to consider- me as you
Jonnery 1793. do other Rajahs.’ I have entreated this favor of
the General ;7 she further pleaded poverty. -

Oth Jannary 1793,



88
~In repT) Commissioners direct her “« forththh to despatch the
# Commissionors  to, POISON best informed of the state of your revennes,
the Beebeo of Cannanore, and with whom you can entrust the arrangements
dated 25th Januarys . 4 ho mado for the future settlement of the tribute
you must pay to the Company, and for the liquidation of the heavy
arrears now due, which we expect you will immediately prepare for” -
All attempts to obtain any information about the islands proved
* Comimissionors’ 'Pro- abortive, and Mr. Duncan (Governor of Bombay)

ﬁ:ﬁéﬁblsisodmd 25tk gave in an agreement, dated 26th February 1493
Voucher. by tho Becbee of Cannanore’s two, agents on hcr

part, ““ to abide by the declaration on oath of Moossa (who is an in-
habitant of Tellicherry, ‘and a man of credit and to be depended on) as
to the value of all the said Beebee's.territories, as well as those on the
" continent as her islands; sgreeing to pay whatever he shall deliver
in, or whatever shall on inquiry be otherwise ascertained to be their
value.” - But on being spoken to on the subject, Moossa “ delivered
himself as if he had only a coir account with the Beebee, and as if he
had never been able to obtain possession of the Laccadive Islands so
as to appropriate their full produce under his mortgage” And it
.appeared from the sequel that Moossa’s statement could not be relied on,
and it becamo impossible to use his accounts, &c., as & test of the pro-
bable annnal value of the Laccadives. The Whole representati(m turned
out to be collusive.
This negotiation having failed, the mterpreter was directed by the
Abstract of Voucher Commnsmnms to wait on the Beebeo of Canna-

No. 63, nore and “ intimate to her that for the protectlon
Negotiation with

Roobos of Cannanore She might expect from the Honorable Company in
for adjustment of past fyuture they must certainly look for an annual
and fature revenue.

Proccedmge,llth April tribute smtable to- the. value of. her - possessions
1793 at Cannanore and at the LaccadlveS,,and to reca-
pitulate the grounds of these just and reasonable claims.”

He reported having done so, and explained to her the difference of
ber position as a ¢ conquered foe, whose possessions were all forfeited
by right of conquest, whereas the other chiefs had entered into the war
as allies,” and reminded her that she had paid nothing since the
termination of the war. And added that “ the Becbee readily admitted
the Company’s title to a participation of what her possessions and trade
yielded.” - She also tendered s moiety of what she was prepared to
make oath, her territorial possessions yielded ‘° together with 10,000
rupees as a similar share of the produce and commercial advantages
accruing from the Liaccadive Islands,” whick “ tribute ” was, she stated,
the full extent she could afford. '

The Commissioners were dl;satlsﬁcd with this oﬁ‘er on the ground

fhat-—- . - : y
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B LA
lst—~Because the territorial prodnce was understated (aftorw(xrds
cleared up satisfactorily) ; and

2ndly.—Because the valus of her islands and the uumber of candies
of coir which they annu%ﬂy produced was mow stated by her at only
700, whereas there is good reason to snppose they yielded some years
ago nearly 2,000 annually.”

They, therefore, directed Mr. Lafrenais to expostu]ate and inform the
Beebee ¢ that unless she made more reasonable offers, we should be
obliged to sequester all her forritories as well on the peninsula as in
the Laccadives and Maldives, and that us she possesses no claims on the
Company, but had. on the contrary shown her i1l will and ingratitude
towards them in more than one instance, so she could not fatter herself,
and would not in fact find that we wonld be inclined to rclingnish or to
sacrifice uny of the rights of conquest acquired over her and her estate
by our Government, and that, ther efore, her ouly resource was to
conciliate its good will by fair and Jiberal concessions on her part.”

Mr. Lafrenais reported, with reference to first point, a satisfactory
explanation. And, with reference to second point,

7th April,
P that the Beebee affirmed that % the produce of the

sislands, even belure three of them were transferred to Tippoo, never-

exceeded 1,000 candies of coir, and deties the contrary to be proved,”
and Lh&t«she abided by her then made statement.

Commissioners then proceeded to consider the assets,
~ Awong the territorial possessions were enumerated—

a &B}ij’*ﬁjﬁisﬁg “ Laccadive gardens, being on the five islands
o . >, . 0
are mentioned, probably that now remain with the Beebee, producing 600
Minacoy was not con- el . R Y TN
tomplated. 1f Minacoy Sultanee Pagc?dcfs, at 4 rupees e;ach,'z,i(){.), this
be mcludedbthw state- - gum, together with other territorial possessions on
t 23 , R .
fﬁiﬂ ;::;Zn; o:mfﬁm. the coast, made up an actual territorial income of
islands alono  Ynsign upees, of which one-balf repre
Bentley found let fT)r 8 680 r pees, r prwcntod the
2,000 rapees. dbmd‘S}d
As to her trade they remarked that the Becbeo ‘xsscrts thfs,t her prof‘ tsx
““ do not exceed 20,000 rupees per annum, But of this last article sho

has delivered as yet no particular statement, though she has offered, as

_ already observed, to Mr. Lafrenais to make oath to the truth of it, as

well 28 to the acturacy of the above statement of her land revenues.

On consideration of all the difficulties of the case, the Commissioners
came to determination on the 9th April 1793 “ to cause the Beebes to-
pay up the hall of the revenues she acknowledgr 5 as ahove to be'in
possession of for the two years, 966 and 967, that bave passed since the

" last conquess of her fort, and to make her at the same time enter into a
“written engagemeut, subjecting her entire possessions in the Laccadives

to be sequestered by {fovernment, 1i en our report that shal' be deeined
an advisable measure by our \upenorb
. ] D3

-
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« The sum thus in immediate demand from the Beebeeis as follows i—
¢« 1st.—Half of her acknowledged land.
- - ) RS. A, P
Income on the continent and islands... .. 4,340 6 1%
¢ 2id~—Ditto ditto from her commercial profits. 10,000 0 0O

[RPuR———

: : A ' 14340 6 1%
which for 976 and 977 makes... ... 28,680 12 3
“ Tho Beebee is likewise to sign the following written engagtinent,
which is also to be witnessed by her principal Agent or Minister, Coonjee
Puckcor— : , i .
« ], Beebee DBalea, the Princess of Cannanore and of the Laccadive
Islands, &o., do acknowledge and giye in writing that I will pay to the
Government of the Honorable Iinglish East India Company the molety
of whatever is the produce of my country according to the funds théreof ;
and. out of the 20,000 rupees annual profit which I reap from my trade
ngith the Laccadives I am also to pay the hall to Government, besides
“{hich I do stipulate to pay in like manner thé half of whatever further
income or profits from the said lands or trade shall be hereafter ascer-
' gained to acerue to me by the inquiries of the officers of Government.

« And as it has been signified to me that after the rains a gentleman
is to proceed to the Laccadives to sequester them for the adventage of
the Honorable Company’s Government, and to appropriate to the use 'of
tho said Government all the pxjoduce thereof, 1 do, thercfore, engage to
submit also to this if it shall be ordered by the Governor-General in
Council ; neither-shall I in any shape object thercto or otherwise ; if it
bo so ordered I shall be ready to account for the true .income and pro-
duce and to pay the sume to Government, wherefore I have written
theso few lines as a mochulka for tho revenue of Government.” :

Mr. Duncan informed the Commissioners that ho ““has sent his Inter-
preter Mahomed Hossin to the Beebee's house to see her execute the
engagement as above recorded,” and reported to the Commission “that
the Beebee of Cannanore has duly executed the engagement, subjecting
her islands to be sequestered by Government, and her other funds to
further inquisition according to the translation thereof entered in tho

- proceedings.”  And, further, that she had agreed in writing to pay

Dated 20th Skabasn, Rupees 28,680-12-3, the arrear of revenue duo for
11th April 1207 (1793).  the Malabar years 966 and 967.

“The views of the Commissioners are stated at length in paragraph 243
Paragraph 243 of the’ of their report. ‘After referring the decision on

* report. the alleged mortgage, the Joint Commissioners

fotice the.wide difference between the estimate of income from terri-
torial possessions and profits of trade, as returned by the Beebee of
Cannanore, and the information which the Joint Commissioners had

»
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before them ; from which 1t appeared that the islands supp‘licd annually '
Joint Commissioners’ 2,000 candies of coir instead of 700 as now averred®
report, para. 246. by the Becbee of Cannanore. They proceed: “ Mean-
while we took an engagement from the Becbee, binding her to pay to the
Honorable Company the moiety of what she had, as above noticed,
stated to be her public income from the revenue in kind and in money,
and the commercial products of her estates, both which, taken at her
present estimates, amount in favor of Government to Rupees 14 ,340-6-14,
of wiich we also thought it fair, and did; nerefore insist (in view to the
peculiarity of her situation as a conqutf ed enemy) on her paying the
arrcars for the two years of 960 and 967, ‘hat had elapsed since the last
reduction of her country by Sir Robert | bercromby, although none of
the other Malabar Chicfs have been requii cd to pay any thing to Govern-
ment prior to the beginning of 968; as we still retained considerable
doubts that the Beebee had not delivered a full account of her receipts
and-profits from the Laccadives, and thought it probable that your Lord-,
ship might wish, for several reasons, to have those islands explored, we
caused to bo inscrted in the engagement from the Beebee 'a clause ‘
binding her generally to the payment of the moiety of whatever is, or
shall be, ascertained to be the produce of-her country, including the
half proportion of the profit that she reaps from her trade with the
Laccadives ; and further reciting that, as we bad, in consequence of the
doubts above suggested, announced to her the determination of Govern-
ment to send, after the rains, a proper person into those islands to
sequester them for the advantage of the Honorable Company’s Govern-
ment, and to appropriate to the use of the satd Gevernment'all the
produce thereof, she doth also engage to submit and conform without
objection to this disposition, if such shall be ordered by your Loidship
in Coundil, or to be ready, if called upon for that purpose, to account
for (what we caused to be termed) the true increase and full produce,
and to pay the same to Government, to whom we have thus preserved the
right of muking every further scrutiny that may be deemed advisable,
which may eventually compensate for the trifling amount of the Beebee’s.
engagements; concerning which we shall in this place only further
remark that, however inadequate they may appear when compared. with
the 80,000 pagodas of Tippoo’s schedule, yet it was not without a con-
giderable degree of perseverance and some show of determination on our
part that we were able to conclude with her even as we have done ; for,
independent of the paucity of her apparent meuans, her situnation, asa
subdued and widowed princess at the head of a young family, and
reverenced by all the Malabar Mopillahs as the chief of their tribe, render
her at once an object of compassion and respect; and she had so well
availed herself of these landable grounds of general sympathy towards
ber (in which we confess that we participate) as, aided by the pleas
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whxch in combmdtlon with Moossa she sot up relative to the Laccadlveq,
to have hitherto avoided paying any thing whatever to Government for
“the period of upwards of two years that had clapsed since the last
reduction of her country by the British arms; which arrear we have,

- however (as already noticed), thonght it our duty to cause her to

account for at the same rate with the current year’s revenue, 50 that up
to Sepiember 1793 she will have pfud about 43, OOO rupees to tho
‘Company’s Government.”
‘ The settlement of tho Joint (JOmmISSIODEIS above detalled was in
. arrear for 967 and 968,  Tor the next year, the
Supervisor to_ Nor- | : :
thern Superinteudent, Supervisor directed that ‘a similar scttlement be
25th January 1794. - made “ for the year 969; and that the sum of
Rupees 1() 000 be levied for our half of the exclusive trade to the islands
and - 1,200 for her o-ardens-—thls bemg half of 2,400, at Whldl she
values them.”
" ~~And the Becbee of Cannanore expressed herself « very W:llmg to
" Northern Superintend- pay mlmedlately whatever that taluq may be
ent'to Supexvmor, 27ih  assessed for the Malabar year 969, and also the
‘ ‘ 10,000 rupees for her exclusive trade to the, Lac-
cadives.”” The settlements for the first three years were provisional.

- “'"The Governor-General reviewed the Commissioners’ report in 1794 and'

observed (paragraph 40) that “ the next article that is left by the report
- Brtractsandabstracts T0 the consideration and orders of this Government

from the review of the * relates to the estate of the Beebee of Cannanore

: gfgféﬁm;fﬁ e;ci:atl (j'or;li on the peninsula and in the Laccadive Islands; and
O o e

. ’ﬁ‘xl‘:{)’:z’s daapor 27‘;]? more especmlly to the exercise of the Company 8
" Maich 1794, t0 Governor  Tights in virtue of the Beebee's state of subjection

o during the late ‘war, and. of her engagement
entered mto Wlth the Commissioners (as per the 246th paragraph of the

general report) to take possession of such of these islands as still remain

~to her, being those that had not been, prevxously to the breaking out
~ of the late'war, occupied by Tippoo Sultan.”  Enough had been elicited,

"; .:rhe observed, in reference “to the plea founded on the pledge deed, to

" destroy any important remaining degree of force and validity to a deed -

- which from the first-does not seem to have been acted on, or conformed
e tu, by bhe partxes themselves in respect even to the mode or price of the
Pty o P by future . -réceipts of the coir, which is the object of

" Mr. Handleys report, it.”  But he directed (paragraph 42) ‘that further
o 15th February 1795,

‘ ‘,;ﬂ_ pessary - Moossa’s allegation. ,

It was f“"ther ordered (pamrrranh 43) that ¢ whilst these i inquiries
L are proceedmg——after advxsmv the Beebee of our mstructlons, requiring
Vher’ concarrence and: co-operation in their execnhon—-—you will depute
an"mtelhgent and duly quahﬁed puson or persous in one of your

’ Dccember 1704, .

dnformation be furnished relatlve to Chovmkara'r
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cruizers to proceed to and make as full an investigation as possible into

~_the state and produce of such of the Laccadive Islands as remain still
“under the Beebee's government ; the report of which investigation we

request you to truusmit to us, together with the result of the other two
heads of inquiry above pointed out, whereupon we may ultimately
decide relative to their future management, as well as concerning tho.
anuual revenue which the Bechee of Canmanore can on the whole bo
permanent]) assessed with to the Company.”

The Queen Ketch was placed at the disposal of the Supervisor for

Governar to Super- employment on the ¢ Survey of the Laccadives ; ; and
:;30;» 10th  December o applied for the services of Ensign Bentley of
Sapervisor to Com. the Mnginecrs “to examine into the present state
manding Officer, 23rd  thereof with respect to population, extent, natural
December 1794. - '

Supervisor to Beeboo Produce, trade and manufactures.” And the
of Cannavore, dated 24th  Beebece of Cannanore was requested to send persons
acqu'unted with the navigation to conduct tho
shlp to the islands, and to give orders for snch assistance as the Com-
mission might require. ' :

L1euteuant Bentley was directed to report. ““ as soon after your

Supervisor's ‘instrac- arrival as you shall be enabled to give the
tions to Ensign Bentely, information, whether or not the service is likely to
dated 2ad January 1795°
. . preceed without any materinl obstructions either
on the part of tho inhabitants or from the secret influence of the
Beehee's Agents” And he was directed carefully to avoid landing on
or interfering with the inhabitants of Tippoo’s islands. His instructions
proceeded: “ you will perceive that a particul;xr knowledge of the
natural products of thosc sequestered isles,"their quantity and value
constitufes a primary object of the wishes of Government. Every
information you can procure on this head, as well as in regard to their
general state in point of population, gbvernment, trade, and manu-
factures, will prove of importance, and must, thexcfore, claim your
occasional attention.” -

Lieutenant Beutley started on 0 the 4th and made, the islands on tho

From Easign Beatlcy Gth January 1736; and reported having “ since
to Supervisor, dated been cmployed in exammmg the natural produce
i\;;)dsmt’ Hth Janvery of the island, inquiring into its trade, government,

and manufacinres, and in surveying its circum-
ferencc » T promised further report, and added that he had “every

. reason to expect the servico will be. carried forward with the ttmost

facility, and that’ it will sccure every assistance in hlS (the Beébee's

.man’s) power to afford.”

Lxcuteuaut Bentley made his report on his return from the island
Ensign ~ Bentloy's ?vhwh he prefaced by a few remarks on Tippoo’s
K)port, submitted l’th islands. * .Ameny, he learnt, contained about 1,000
pril 1795. _inhabitants and manufactured 850 to 400 candies
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of coir. Kiltan and Chetlat contained each about 100 souls, and manu-
factured 86 candies of coir each. Kadamut,was uninhabited aud

unpilant'ed. :

- .
Abstract thereo Beebee of Cannanore’s Islands.

Ay J(lf')/, he found, produced cocoanut, castor-oil plant and plantain,
with popay. Population consisted of 180 families, supposed to number .

about 900 souls. The manufactures consisted of coir, oil, mats, chunam.
The exports comprised of 250 candies of coir and few cowries, jagrgery,
&c. And the establishment consisted of a Karyakar and Writer, whose
pay was respéctively four maunds of rice to Karyakar and two to
Writer, who also receive certain contributions from the people.

Ho inspected the uninhabited islands of Bingaram and 1ingaram, for
the produce of which & sum to the amount of 400 rupees (paid in coir)
was charged against the people of Agaty on account of these islands
and of Beebee of Cannanore’s other property No compensation is
made for labor. -

Andyrot (Anderoo) produced he found, besides the above, also bread-
fruit trees, coarse grain, cuddapilas or Morinda citron tree. The
population was 250 families, comprising about 1,250 souls. Beebee’s
private property was charged on the pcople at a rental of 400 rupees
per annum. Exports were 850 candies of coir, jaggery, &c.. Imporbs
rice, &c. The establishment and its expenses were the ssme as in

Agaty—with similar cesses.

Kowraty (Cabuty) is described as similar to the other islands in every
respect. Vegetable px oducts were cocoanut, breadfruit, and lime trees,
coarse grain, &e. Population consisted of 200 families, or about 1,000

souls. He fonnd the principal people of Kowraty charged with a sum

of 400 rupees per annum for Beebee’s property on the island. Exports
consisted of 800 candies of coir, some cowries, jaggery, &c. Imports
rice, salt, tobaoco, &c. The establishment was the same as elsewhere—
with similar allowances, and the same contributions from the people.

" Kalpenni was peopled by 270 families, or about 1,350 inhabitants.
He found the islanders charged in the snm of 400 rupees (paid in coir
or cowries) on account of Becbee’s property.  Exports consisted of 350
"candies of coir and cowries. He found that the same restrictions of
trade and disadvantageous rates of payment obtained everywhere. The
Karyakar of this island being an inhabitant was on hulf the usual
-allowances; but he was exacting the same cesses as the foreign oﬂicml%
on other islands.

Lieutenant Bentley visited Miracoy and found it physmally similar-

to the other islands. Vegetable products were, however, more various.

Breadfruit, lime, plantain, supary, and junglewood grew readily. The
population consisted of 400 families of 2,000 perscus. The internal °

management was on the same footing as on the other islands, the

_ uleutenant Bentley reported more fully on the

Beebec’s property being under the Karyakar, who manufactured the
produce at the expense of the people, and remitted from 640 or 800 rupees
annually. The exports amounted to about 400 candies of coir, cowries,
dried fish. The islanders had twelve bouats in which they traded with

Bengal.
Lioutenant Bentley reported that great care had been taLen in getting

EY

the information which he collected and believed to be correct. He

showed that the annual export of coir must at that time have been at
least 1,560 candies. The information obtained relative to the cowry
trade was deficient.

Lieutenant Bentley carefully ascertained the state of the peopleq

feelings towards the Becbee's government and
- their expectatjon from the British ; and reported :

¢ The general information I received respecting those islands I bad
at Underoo from one of the chief men of the island, named Cootiassa ;
with this T had every reason to be satisfied, as in all material points it
perfectly agreed with the particular information I received at the different
iglands. This man, after expressing to me in strong terms the miseries
to which the oppression of the Beebee had reduced the inhabitants,
declared that from the surrender of Cannanore they had expected the

* 9th December 1795.

_ arrival of the English at the islands, and that from such interference alone

could they,hope for a comfortable subsistence to themselves and families.
“1 very particularly inquired at every island into those circum-
stances to which he had forcibly drawn my attention, and I everywhere

- found the same miscry amongst the people, and the same anxious

confidence of relief from the interference of the Enghsh .
In submitting Mr. Bentley’s report to the Government, the Supervisor
Supervisor to Gover. remarked : ““ It is scarcely necessary to mention

nor in Comucil, dated that the inhabitants of the islands wish for and

Toth April 1785. - expect to be relieved from their sufferings in conse-

quence of the monopoly of their cuir manufactures by the Beebee of

Cannanore, and that many advantages must result to the Company by

allowing freedom of trade to the islanders; indced I am persuaded i§

will appear equally just as necessary to rescue from oppression an indus-

‘trious and considerable portion of newly acquired subjects a measure,

considering their inclination and interests, of easy accomplishment,
although, of course, the Beebee would expect some compensation for
the loss of the most Jucrative branch of her commerce.”
- In reply the Governor of Bombay stated that ““ he is of opinion that
B Secret the inhabitants of the islands ought to be relieved
rom ecretary to
Govornument to Supervi- from the oppressions of the Beebee of Cannanore,
sor, datod 9th Juno 1795 o g g)lowed the same freedom of trade as the
Rocorded 7th July.  ypiects in the province of Malabar enjoy, and tho

gamo has been submitted to the consideration of Governor-General.”
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Lieutenant Bentlcy’s}'evport was submitted* by theGov‘ernor inCouncil coveral islands dependent on Camnanore, and roguliting “the Qutios
17;;5,1'0“’er s May Of }fom:ﬂi}  te ?gvc‘rm?r-(}ége}«a[ of I"“dia, th)se on import from thpm in the same manner as from other places. Should, ¢
+ Dated Fort William, - rep y T ac {?l‘iw edgos 1ts receipt, and adverm‘ng however, the measure diminish the revenue on which the share pay-
27th July 1795. ‘ to th? objects. of thm survey, the coufirmation able by you to the Company was fixed, 16 may be necessary to make
. Recorded September  Yosulting from it of the grievances sustained by " somo alteration in the jumma reccived from vou, and also to mako
26th. ~ the 1nh§bltants of the above islands, and the other arrangements to secure .the safety and easo of the inhabitants,

- Supervisor’s remarks upon it in his letter of the 15th April, we cannot "and make tiem as beneficial as possible to you and the Cofnpuny, for
hesitate to direct, in compliance with your recommendation, that the which purposes 1 shall, as soon as my présent time may admit, meet
monopoly of the trade of the several islands dependent on Cannanore ou it Cannanore; and for the present you can send me a confidential
be immediately abolished, and ‘that the duties on imports from them, ixi nister woll :{cquainted with the islands. T may be able to prepare
ws wel'l at‘ Cannanore s at other ports on the Malabar Coast, be regu- some plan to embrace the objects above recited.” ‘ « '
lated in like manner with the duties on imports from other places. In reporting the purport of the above a ddress to the Beebee of

¢ Our conquest of the territory of Cannanore, as well as the subse- _ Cannanore to the Governor of Bombay, the

quent cession from Tippoo Sultan and the agreement entered into by Samb date. Supervisor added : ““I likewise propose despatch-
the Beebee with 'the Commissioners, will ‘fally authorise adoption of ing one of the first express boats that may arrive on this coast from
this measurs, and moiety of the duties hereafter levied at Canunartore is th: Présidency to the Laccadive with proper persons to impart to
the ntmost the Becbee,. under her agreement, can be entitled. g the isldndel‘s the favorable intentions of Government towards them,
“ It may, howpver, in conscquence of t.he abolition of the present as well a3 the intended agreement of measures here of their relief and
monopoly of their trade, and of the correction of all oppressive nbuses- future scecurity.” . ; . ' ,
. of 5?\1.thomty on 'the islands, o .praetlcuble and just to make some JThc'uhpvc ‘correspondence passed in the latter end of September, and.
addition to the dircct revenue which the Beebee now,draws from them. ’eqﬂy in November the Governor of Bombay himself appears to have
T'his revenue, which appears to arise from the produce of lands, the - been onsthe coast. The Beebee of Campanore applied to him direct,
immediate property of the Becbee, on the different islands, 1s-_stated by v 100 Tionorable e praying® that an interview might bo allowed to
“Mr. Bentely to amvunt on the whole to Rupees 2,400,-which corre- Governor (st Culiont),  her gt such place as he might direct to enable her
°p onds with the aoce unt given by the B%beﬂ, herselt to the Comumis- . fxi)orx; (ﬁtgie;‘;flf xgcd?:lu’i- tolay her grievances before him. But the Gover-
sioners, and on which hLer revenue to the Company was fixed at an © ber1795. 4 ‘nor had not time for a pe}sonal interview, and
. ‘ , échee of Cane ' - ) J
h:df M siated in-No. 63 of the 'Ap.l.)cndxx fo heir general report. Jﬁ&ff’iﬂﬁh Uith Nov. referred her to the local officers, who would report
Previous, however, to any -determination on this head, we propose ember 1793, . the particulars of your situation, and also make

that fohc 1Supervisor k.)e in}sbrqpted t;) ‘clous&;ﬂt .Wll?nt the Bee;)ee on the some adjustment with you relative to the Laccadive Islands. And you
best modo of mavaging her soveral ishnds in. future, und fo softle - may rely that, consistently with the Honorable Company’s rights .and -

with hér such plan as may appéar most conducive to-the ease and i ) . T :

. : . . . - tl habitants, your situation will always be-

security of tho inhabitants, and, at the same time, as beneficial to f}h‘ivgeairegég‘ﬁa:e of the in 1abt » ¥ ‘ : ys be
uly atten .

;. «November 28th, 1795. ° o
© Fhrst visit 10 the Decbee  which she said she would do but that she had a

On receipt of these u}BémlctmnS, the Supervisor of gax?na?(),re"y " olaim ou the customs, and was only in arrear like
e« In consequence 0{?13:: Zsciiiﬁsz:::f;noibte;nl?;n rz;et:o the Govern- the (.)ther Rajahs of Ma]al?M; she t-h:en delivexjed a_]ctter containing tl_le« ,
. ments of Boxﬁbay and Bengal of the. state of the Lacca%ive Islandy, ‘p?]"r-mzlﬂ? K qu all hor clams, 9 W}?‘;:h she, foqosted an andver,” in ..

the Supz:eme Government has deemed it just to meli(_)rate he_ condition r‘.’g(’)nlspll:ined,l Jirstly of thie cnhancement of the jumma made on her
of the m}anders, and to place them on a footing ’thh‘ the Company’s : Abstract of the P‘m_ coast. territorial posscssions by Mr. Handley for
- subjects in Malabar by abolishing the mdnopoly of the trade of the tion. .. UMLK 969, although the collection of customs had
: 13 ' ‘

, the Beebee 3’”‘% the Company in p01'nt of rent and revenuo a3 & due . From the proceedinf;s of the Governor it ap’pea'rs that “the Beebes
- regard to her rights and those of the islanders {computed to be in num- - ' . © PRT . « R
gis ! 0 e . . ) . of Canuanore came nevertheless to Calicut, in consequence of which the
ber about 6,500) will admit, reserving for the Company a moiety only ey ] ) a e
f the total t receivable by the Beebee in strict conformity to ; ,’ following proceedings took place :—Went this day to visit the Becbeo
ot tne total amount recewvable by ’ o 4 contormuiy 0., - ' of Cannanore and urged her to pay up her balance,

her stipulation.”

30th Septembor 1795.
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been assumed on account of the Comparfy that year, and’ ufges‘, that
* her represcntation, to be allowed tho same indulgences as the other
Malabar Rajuhs; had not met with support.
2ndly. — Urged her claims on the Rajah of Cherikul on various counts,
and among others for the land granted to Ler by Tippoo in exchange
for the Ameny Island of the Laccadives ; and » ‘
© 3rdly.—That in October last your petitioner- received a letter from
« Subject of tho Tacca- - the Supervisor, saying the Company wish'to have
dive Tslands in general.”  the trado of the island, and ordered your petitioner
to send a man of sense to Calicut to settle this; your petitioner is a
- woman whose distress aro wmany, and from this all her people who
formerly managed her concerns have left the service, and is alone
without help or friends that can assist her ; therefore yoti‘r petitioner
relies on your honor for support in her right and for a maintenance for
herself and for her distressed children, and that they may enjoy that
protection which has been given them by the Company. e
~ “On my taking leave of the Beebee she requested I would send a
person of confidence to her-to discuss the .several subjects of her
. application since, as she observed, she could not expect 1 would come
every day. - : -
«In refercnee to the Beebeo of Cannanore’s request of yesterday,
referred her application to Licatenant-Colonel Dow, to whom I delivered
the following memorandum of instructions :— ‘

“ Memorandum. for Lieutenant-Colonel Dow.
«T refer you to the Beebee of Cannanore’s address to me on the
several points she wishes to have’settled ; and as all these points are
discussed in the Commissioner’s report, T wish you to take each of them

up from tho information therein contained, and adding thereto the -

proceedings since held, which Mr. Rickards can furnish you with, to
discuss their adjustment with the Beebee accordingly, and to let me
know what may be advisable in respect to the several points thus at
1ssue. ) o .
“ Besides which it is my wish to obtain from the Beebee her full
assent to the introduction of our Government into and over the Lacca-
dives, as she has, indeed, long ago engaged for, whenever. it shall be
demanded, and to engage her more willing assent it may be stipulated
‘that she shall still retain all her own landed property therein (as per
particulars thercof included in tho schedule on the Commissioners’
proccedings, and referred to in their report) free of revenue, in all time
to come, and she will, of course, remain at liberty to trade thither in
common with the Company’s other subjects ; and the request she makes*®
in her address above referred to, about her lands in Raxdutura, may also
be in that case acceded to, provided you find it absolutely nccessary
to obtain her consent as to the Laccadives.” ' '

¥
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5 To ﬂfltur]f;ble b-T . Colonel Dow reported the result of this mission
unean 31 :ceml . .
v COOMBEY on the 1st Decenber 1795, - :

¢« have waited on the Beebee of Cannanore and discussed the
geveral points contained in her address to you, ‘together with the
proposition concerning the admission of our Government over the
Tiaccadive Islands. . ;

“ During the two confcrences I had on these subjects with the
Beebee I found her perfectly adverse to resign the sovereignty of the
island®, and she explicitly declared that she would never give her
willing ussent to this demand ; she expressed a due respect and sub-
mission to the commands of the Company ; she declared her readiness to
receive any regulations that Government might think necessary for '
the island; but insisted that all jydicial order relative to them should
be communicated through her, for the faithful exccution of which she
would be responsible. - ,

«She urged on this head that it was not for tho sake of révenue she
opposed hersclf to your wishes, although she allowed this was an
important object for her family, but her chief motive proceeded from the
disgrace which would appear in the eyes of the country to be inflicted

~onher. Iheld out all the advantages that would be insured to her

provided sho cheerfully assented to the introduction of our Govern-

* ment, but without .effect ; and I was only able to obtain that she would

choose ten persons, out of which number we might select one, and
give him instructions as may be- judged proper. This proposition
came from herself, - : i R

« On the whole T would take the liberty of recommending, that this
medinm measnre should be accepted until we have leisure to ascertain
more fally the nature and »alue of the Laccadive Islands, as it appears
very problematical at: present whether their produce would defray
the expenscs of a regular government. This would also give time to
bring the Beebee into our views and dissipate her fears, for she is now
evidently alarmed that we have other designs, besides the mere intro-
duction of our Government. It is almost impossible, and time alonc
can make her comprchend our liberal and enlightened policy.”.

To Honorable J. Colonel. Dow again addressed the Governor
Duncan, 5th December . R :
1705, more fully-

¢ The Beebee certainly did not agree to admit a free trade into her
islands, but on the contrary expressed an aversion to the measurc, which
T did not press upoy her, as there was no appearance of her present
acquiescence. Hereafter 1 have no doubt but she may be brought into

- this and many other heneficial views.

 Being well acquainted how apt those people are to recede from

" their engagement, I took the ‘precaution to carry Lieutenant Walker

with me in the several mectings I have had with this lady.”
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" Verbal Agresment of Adidey Rajuh Deebee to Lienlenand Walker.

“1, Addey Rajah Beehee, do hersby declare bhu.t I give my willing
assent to the foﬂowm(f particulars, viz. :— .

“ 1 fally aud freely consenb that a pemon may be deputed by the
Honorable Company, t6 the Taceadive Islauds, to veside there, in order
to astertain their revenues, commerce, government, and to examine
into s}l circamstances relating fo the pr oducts of those islands. I alse
promise to order the inhahitants of the Laccadive Islands to furpish
iuformation on the above points withoub reservé, and to assist, as much
as lays in their power, the objects of the inguiry.

¢t T hwve entered into this agreement under the fullest confidence
that the Engligh Government have no unjust views on my privileges,
but on the contrary, by admitting a person toexamine everything
dehbe ately, wy situation will be rendered secure and permancnt. ?

1t cannot be gathered from the records why this negotiation was
# From Governor in broken off, Gr whether any steps were taken to
‘Conneil, to Commission- 1 n
cre duted 25th August ATV out these concessions, so far as they went
77 probably not. A reference was made to Bombay*
Prom QGovernor im X
Couneit, to Comuiscion- to ascertain whether any further correspondence
evs, 9tk Ocrober 1797, ‘existed on the subject; but the replyt shows
+ From Comumissioners [ / J s ;
to Govermment, dateg  that it does not appear whether Mr. Stovens, the
12th October 1797, Supervisor, met the B«:ebee of Carnanore for the
purpose mentioned in his letter of the 30th September 1735 to'the

Be Lbec of Cannanore, or whether she doputed any person, as directed.

Ihmculf y in realising ﬁw revenne fron the Beober of Cmmnnore.

F 2aad

‘Trom the correspondence noted in the margin it appears that under a

Jmnmahbundy made by Mr. Handley

ery, dated 18th Januury 1793. in 1793, in accordance with the
Bochee of Cannanare, to Northem

Snperintendént, dated 0tk February 1795, original aoreement with the Joing

Beebes of Cannancre, to Nurthern lxqmnuc; which subiceted her
Syperirtendent, dat-d 20th June 1795, Commi 5 1
_Bocbeo of Caunavore, , £0 Northetn  territories to, further scrutiny, the

superiutony el i 790 XU, qasessment onthe Desbeoof
Buperintendent, dated. 2480 Oxzt(iber 1795." Cannanmg g coast: pmpcrtles was
enhanced by about 2,000 Tupees per annum for the year 869-70. To
£hie thmoement sho objected, and further claimed to be placed on the
same foSting as other Rajabs of Malabdr in respect to Malikhanah
allowanco of one-fifth from the revenuesof her estntes and qmnquenmfd
lewse. The Superintendent reported that— ,

¢ Although repeatedly informed in peraontsl conferepces that it was
in vain for hor to expect to be placed on the same footlbg as the other
Native Chiefs {’wrw ible to the request wﬁfmucd in Wer first letter) from

-

Reabee of Cannanors to Couwmission-
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canses which she must well know, still she permsts in urging this

© point in her subsequent correspondence.”

Tt.appeared further that

there is an arrear for 96Y (1795), being a balance of nearly one-fifth

From Northern So-

of the revenue, ‘“ which it is very probable she

perintendent, dated20th  retains till she receives a final answer to her first

Jnly 1790

s.msﬁed with what T bave informed her; ;”’ measures had to be taken
to enforce prompt payment of these arrears, and a plan of binding her

. to futire regularity by signed agreement was carried out.

The same irregularity, however, recurred in respect to the payment

'~ Northern Superintendent, to Beebeo of Canﬁanore,
dated 6th April 1796. )

From Beebee of Cannarnore, to Northern Superintend-
ent, dated 15th Apnl 1796,

From Beebee of Cannanore, to Northern Saperintend-
ent, dated 12th September 1796,

From Beebee of Cannanore, to Mr. Coward, dated 12th -

September 1796.
From Beebee of Cannanux e, to Mr. Coward, dated 20th

of revenues in 1796,
and the same objec-
tions and claims were
persisted  in. Most
voluminous correspon-

‘dence appears on record
between the Beebee of

September 1796.
From Bocbee of Cannanore, to Mr. Coward, dated 29th - Cannanore and the local

August 179G \ ,
From Beebee of Cannanoro, to 3Mr. Coward, dated lst officers on what sho
Qctober 1796. : conceived to be her

From Northern Superintendest, to Beebee of Canna- . .
nore, dated 6th April 1796. grievances, &c., and in

From Norihern Superiniendept, to Becbee of Canna- yegpect ¢ 1
nore, dated 4th Angust 1706, - cspec to the coHect.lon
Krom Northern bupblmtenﬂcnt to Beebee of Canna. ~of  the OutStﬂndlng

nore, dated 1Ith September 1796, X
I‘rom Northern  Snperintendent, -to  Commissioner, balance. *ﬁ‘t Iength a
“dated 7th Seprember 1790. severe warning* had to

* Commissioner to Northern Superintendent, dbted be oiven: “ We have
18th beptember 1796, 2nd parn g
already been so explicit

as to the pomtwe inadmissibility of the Rajahs and Chiefs bemg allowed
to run one rea in arrear on theiv quinguennial lease to Rajuh of Cherikul,
aud the Beebee of Cannanore should be informed that if they find any
difficalty in fulfilling the terms of their respective engagements, ‘the
Company will have no objection to the resumidg the managements of
the collections and relieving them from the burthen, and that if readv
complnnce be not yielded to the former the latter will be insisted on’

¥ Nmthem quperm- The communication of these sentimentst. to

_tendent to Becbee of Becbee of Cannanore ChCltbd amemorial in which -

nore, dated 25t
gggtne’::{:i’wgém 5th  ghe repeated her grievances and claims seriatim. .

I Datod 4th October -She- objected 1st to the enhancement (uboub
g
1756, 2,000 rupees) of the jumma on ‘her «possessions

letter, and as she by no means seems to rest

on the coast made by Mr. Handley in 1793,which raised’her demdand

* (10,000 rupees as a moiety of profits on Laccadive trade‘mcluswe) to .

" 16,237 rupees, mstead of 14, 340 rupees as it had been ﬁxed in arrear
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“9ud.—To pay duty on coir, half of the profits of which she pays to

¢ Company.

3rd.—She claimed to be placed on the same footing as the Achans.

of Rahandatura with reference o her jumma on those lands.

4th.—She revised her differences with the Rajah of Cherikul; first, -
about Canatoor and Coruchella; second, about certain properties in -
Cherikul ; and, thirdly, claimed that he be made to give up certain
lands made over to her in virtue of Tippoo’s Sanad in lieu of four

eg

islands on the Laccamves which he had resumed

* 5th.—Prayed to be placed on the same footmg as other Rajahs of !

Malabar,

+In consultation*® .the Commissioners resolved, “in order to put an

# Minute, 8th October - €11d to difficulfjes of this kind in the realisation

1796. of the revenue now due and what may become
due in future,” to issue directions to Northern Superintendent to
revise Mr. Handley’s enhancement of the jumma which was'fixed by the

Joint Cowmmissioners for 966-67 (in arrears) and continued for 968.

Commissioners to ; ’ . .
Northern' - Superintend.  ground and particulars thereof, which you must,
'ent. 8th October 1796.
go as to form a jndgment whether the increase npon the Commissioners’
original settlement is such as can be reasonably defrayed by the Beebee,

and upon your adjusting thus mmeh with the Beebce, we shall recom-
mend it for the sanction of Government; but to prevent all further
altercation; the Beeb?o must, after this further serutiny into the-state
of her revenue funds, execnte an engagement binding hersclf in a fixed
payable amount to Government, from which, in as far as it shall be
sanctioned by the IIonorable the President in Councﬂ there will be no '

future deviation.”

“2. You will perceive by the original arrangemcnt with the Com-

‘missioners that she is entitled to no remission of customs ; ; none will,

therefore, be admitted.  Her claim to one-fifth share of the revenue is
equally unfounded, since she cannot pretend to the privileges enjoyed -

by the Malabar Chiefs who co-operated with, instead of opposing us, as

she did in the late war. Her right as one of the Achemars of Randa-
terra is discussed in the enclosures of our letter of the 18th ultimo.
This will be admitted to the extent described in those instructions, but |
Canatoor and Canotchalla have, we believe, been already eommitied to
the exclusive management of a Tahsildar on our part, and confirined by }2
Government on account of the bitter animosity and disputes ‘that it
occasioned between the Beebee and her neighbour, the Rajah of Cherikul;- ;
We wish this arrangement in reo'ard to Capatoor and Canotchalla to be |
continued. .-And we shall, moreover, write to the Beebee the purport of

‘these instructions, to the end that such an agreement be now made

“We have to desire that you will examince tho

of course, find npon the records of your division :

gd?
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~ with her as to prevent all {'urther altercation about the terms of her

tenure under the Company’s Government.”

‘A letter was written to the Beebee of Cannapore, in reply to her

Dated ' 8th October memorial of 4th October, informing her, with refer-
1796. : once to thedisputed jumma, that the Commissioners
had “ now dirccted Mr, Peile to inquire into this difference, and to
settle thereon, in conjunction with yon a -permanent jumma, from
which, if it receives the sanction of Governinent, there will be
no déviation hercaftor. According to the arrangement that shall

"be thus fixed between you and Mr. Peile, you most, therefore,

sign an Ekrarnama to prevent future altercation. As to Canafoor and
Canotchalla, the anagoment of these small districts must remain

_in the hands of the Company’s Tahsildar to prevent the violent dis-
putes that have occurred on this subject between you and the Cherikul

Rajah. 1 donot find that you are entitled, by your original agrecment,
to any remission of customs ; these duties must, therefore, contmue to
be collected on your goods in like manner as upon those of every other
trader within the Company’s limitsin Malabar. By your original agree-

~ment you are not entitled either to a fifth share of the assessable

revenue; this indulgence cannot, therefore, be granted. And as to your
claims of being put upon the same footing with the other Rajahs of
Malabar, I must beg leave to observe that it is not reasonable in you
to. expect it, since you must remember that we found the other Rajahs
our friends and allies, at tho commencgment ot the late war with Tippoe

. Sultam, whereas you were in the opposite state of a declared enemy,

whom we were obhﬂ'ed to conquer. = As it has been scttled between you
and the first Commlsswners that-you should enjoy your jenmom lands in

" the district of Rhandaterrd ‘on the same terms as arc granted to the

other Achens, T have only to add that Mr. Peile has been instrgeted .
to admit of this indulgence towards you; at the same time I ¢annot
h(,lp expressing my hope that you Will on your part, similarly acquiesce
in the terms I now propose to you.”
The Commissioners explzuned theu‘ action on the Beebee of Canna-
) nore’s memorial, dated 4th October 1796, to Go-
From Commissioner . .
to Govornor in Council, vernment by stating that while, under a regard to
dated 9th October 1796, Lopr present and past situation, they could by no
paragraph 2, . . o
mcans consider her entitled to any of the exemp-
tions or privileges claimed by her ; yet, “oomxdermn' thut what the
Beebee terms her grievances have for years back constituted a pretty
general series of unadjusted repr esentation and reference, it has ocearred
40 us to be much better to put a final stop to all altercation upon this
subject for the future by causing the Superintendent, after investiga-
tion of the grounds of the difference between the late Commissioners

and Mr. Handley <ettloment to.determine upon one ﬁxed and perma-
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nent payable jumma on which an Ekrarnamae should be -executed by

. ~ e . Lo . . -
the parties, ‘and contain express stipulutions as to every point of her
present claims, or as she terms them grievances.”

' Tho Northern Supervintendent reported his negotiation with, the
Beebee on the various points, laid down for his
guidance. -“As to the settlemént of the third point
(relinguishment of her pretended rights in being considered in the light
‘of the Malabar Rajahs so far as being allowed one-fifth of ber collec-
tions), he reported that he found as much difficulty as he did on the
fourth (her right to the disputed Terrahs of Canatoor and Canotchalla),
“ However,”” he adds, 1 was fortunate eﬁough‘ to prevail upon her
to give them Loth up, but with a kind of reservation on the latter
head, and on which she seemed, with much feeling, to lay a great
stress, she was very willing the Company should for ever consider them
as their own and make the collections without any claim on her part,
but that she never could consent that the Cherikul should be put in
possession’ of the two Terrahs ; this I assured her I would recommend
in the most pointed manner. ‘

16th Qclober 17948,

“ On the sccond point (the exemption from customs) it was settled that
on all articles of merchandize, save coir imported from the Laccadives,
she would most willingly pay the customs as a merchant. Her reason
for not agreeing to pay the customs on coir as above was that when
the original agreement was made that she should pay 10,000 rupees
per annum for the half share profit on her trade to the islands, the
customs were then i her own hands. This objection appeared to me
very reasonable, and as the amount upon an average for the last three
years is not more than 150 rupees per annum, I think I can, without
any impropriety, recommend that the customs on this article may not be
insisted upon. T .

“ The settloment of the jumma which had been fixed at 16,2373
‘rupees (including the half of her profit on her trade to the Laccadives
10,000 rupees per annum, and half her jenmowm property in those islands
2,400 rupees) she complained against as being too high’at first, and:
that immediately after it had been fixed a grc‘zit number of trees near

‘the fort had been cut down ; this I was pérfectly well assured was the
case. T therefore proposed that she should pay 15,000 rupees per
annum, which she most readily agreed to. - B

“ Haviog thus brought the busincss into train, which, if confirmed by
our honorable superiors, I make no doubt but in fature the collections
of Cannanore will be as regular as any other pam of the coast; with &
further advantage of those claims (which has hitherto been the source of
much trouble and perplexity) being done away. I shall fecl much
pleasuro if the arrangements-meet your approbation.”

: *+

o et
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The Commissioners intimated their approval of the arranggments,

Commissioners  to and directed that an agreement might be at?cord- .
forthorn Superintend. ingly entered into—with reservation relgtive to
at, 18th October 1796. the Laccadives. N .

“ '\.’Ve‘ approve of your proctedings with the Beeb.ee of Cannanore;
\greeable to the tenor and purport of which you will please to.cagse
he Beebee to execute an agreement to be considered as ﬁnally l?mdmg :
when ratificd by Government, a copy of which you will trana.smlt to us
2s soom as convenient, that it may be transmitted to t»he_e Pres'ldency‘ fo.r
the purpose of being laid before the Honorable the President in Council®
fof his sanction. In the above agreement to be executed by the P.weebee
you will be careful to insert a clause containing a reservation to
Government respecting the Laccadive Islands,to the intent expressed
in the proceedings of the late Joiht Commission, }mder date vthe 11th
April 1793, voucher 63, copy of which was transmitted to you for your '
infoymation.” o : ‘

From Commissioners, The Commissioners also advised the Governor

to Governor in Couzcil, ombay of the progress of the arrange-
dated 18th , October of B y p\ )
1796. ' ments, .

«On the 9th instant we had the honor of laying before you, in our’
address of that date, copies of our correspondence with t.ahe Acting
Northern Superintendént and Beebee of Cannanore relative to tl}e
unfounded and indefinite claims which the lattor had always u.rged in
bar to the realisation of the revenues of that district, including our
letter of the 8th instant to Mr. Peile, accompanied by one of the same
date to the Besbee, containing an explicit declaration to the latter of ?:he
conditions with which she must comply, and our own corresponding
érders to the former what he is to exact. We have now the pleasuro

er, No. 6, received this morning from that
gentleman, whereby you will perceive Fhat he _has come to an under- -
standing with the Buebee on all the points “{hlch .she pretended were
doubtful with her hitherto, subject to the satls.favctlon of Gove?rnment,
which we having approved thereof have desired may constitute the
groundé of an agreement in the form of an engagemenb' on the part of
the Becbee to be cxecuted by her under the above proviso, gnd t.o‘ con-
tain also the clause confirming to Goverr'lment a pght which, in
conformity to the voucher No. 63 referred to in the 252nd paragraph of
the Joint Commissioners’ rcports, they possess—to sequester her posses-
sions in the Laccadivo Islands for the sole use and.:‘beneﬁ-t of ?he
Company whenever it may be hereafter resolved on; and, in consideration
of the Beebee acquiescing in the paywment .of a money revenue to -
Government of 15,000” rupees per annum (which is perhaps t.o thfa full
as much ag Her funds are capable of yielding since she has relinquished
her claim to Canatoor and Canotchalla), we beg leave to submit to you
14.

of enclosing.copy of a lett
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whiethior this sdjusbinént ma§ not boallowed s eijual dégree of validity:

43 to the jimma of past years, 80 that upon her making good the full

gum of 15,000 rupees for each ‘of the yearsat which her vevenue is

, assessed st the fictitious amount of Rupees 16,287-2-0, which.she would
- appéar never to havé acquiesced in, the remainder or balance. may not
in such case propeérly be written off the Company’s books.” . :

T5 Cominfssioncrs, ~ Northorn Superintendent accordingly reports:

o e g pow,  huving exacted the prescribed. agreemont which
Octuber1796... .- he forwards to the Commissioners.: oo
2 T, Beebee Bales, Lady of Cannanore, do agree and give this writing
‘to withess that I will pay. to the Government of the Honoruble English
East India Company 15,000 rupees per annum, being the jumma ‘on
'the houses, purrams, &c., situated at and rear Cannandre, on my trade
‘to the Laccadive Islands, and on my yelm property on the said islands,
and T do furbher agree to-‘pay the said ‘amount of 15,000 rupees at
three different kists the first, or 5,000 rupees, on the 15th Dhannoo,
the second, or.5,000. rupees, on the 15th Medum, the third or 5,000
iupees-at the enid of Chingon. This article of agreement is not to do
away, nor is it meant to do away in any shape the rights which tho
Govornment have to the Laccadive Islands as it is set forth in my
Mochilka, dated the 9th April 1798, or 27th Shaban 1207 Hegira.

« 9nd.—I do agree to pay the customs on all articles of merchandise,
whether imported or exported by me, in the same mianner and at the
same rates as tho merchants of Malabar, save upon the coir imported
from the Laccadives. . - ST T e .

4« grd.—I give up tay prgtensions to the one-third share of the eollec-
bion which is grantcd by Government to.the Rejihs of Malabar, being
ponvinced that I-have no right to insist on tho said allowance. .- -

« 4th.—I give up all iy right and title unto the Honorable Company
which I have claimed to the Terrahs of Canatoor and Canotcholls, and
do-agree that the’ Company shall make the collections in any manter
they may think proper, cxcept through the medium of the Cherikul
Rajab, which I must earnestly solicit may not be granted to him.
¢ 5th—And. I do agree to pay all arrears on account of customs,
except upop_ the coir which T may have imported from the Lacca-
dives” = X , - CoL i
" CANNANOEE, : .. (Signed) - BEEBEE BALEA.

_28th October 1796, or R :

M.8. 15th Toolam 992.’ L e T ESE
‘A conntorpart of the sgreement was sent to'the Beebeo by Northern
'From Northern Snperintendent, to Beeboe Supérinténdent ; and the Com-.

of Capnanoroe, dated 1st November 1798. teaionars : )
. From Commissioners, to the Governor in missioners {m'ﬂ_-‘_er adt-iregsed the.
. Qovérnor " in "Council ‘on the

: Osusoll, duled 1st Novomber 1796, -
o - subject,

- Government for oxchanges made between her and T
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-3 On the 18th ultimo. we had the. lic.mo'x_e"_? of enclosing a copy of the

* Acting Northern: Superintendent’s letter-to us, dated the 16th of that:

month, on the sabject of his conferences with the ‘Beebee of Cazinanore ;
we have now the pleasure of forwarding extract of a farther letter -

‘from that gentleman; No. 5, to which is subjoined copy of » provisional

engagement and: obligation -executed’-by. the  Beebee on the 28th

-ultimo founded on our instructions to 'hi_:p: ol_'. the 8th ditto, and

communicatcd to Government in' the letter -we had the honor of
addre88ing to you, under date tho 9th of the same month, which we beg
leave to submit to your consideration,-to the end that ‘the same may.

_ be ratified or not, as you shall he pleased to determine.”

. Before the receipt of these last proceedings, Governor in Council
From Goveroor ' in had answered the Commissioners’ letter -of the
ﬁz‘;’;ﬂ'gt‘;‘%‘:“":}"ﬂ,‘:; 9th October ; with remarks-on the - Beebee of
79, _ Cannanore’s memorial :— .  ~ °~ 7 7
- % We think it would be hard on the Beebee to pay the duty on her
coir, besides the moiety of the full profit on her trade, provided that
moiety were bond fide paid and accounted for ; and as to her claim of
exemption from customs you will find, by the Joint Commissioners’

"letter to the Suprevisor of 13th September 1793, that out_ of the

amount of Rupees '14,340-6-0, which was originally seftled for hé_r
annual payment, on tho footing and condition of the same constituting
the moiety-of her income, the. sum of 12,100 silver. fanams of 2,4_20,.
rupecs wcre to be deducted, she paying in snch case the duties on
her own trade;”” and with reference to her claims to certain posses-
sions jn Uherikul in virtue of Tippou’s Sannad, he observed “ it has
olready been significd to her that she .can have mo claim on_ our
'ippoo whilst she
was his vassal, as already sufficiently detailed in the two paragraphs of

" tho Joint Commissioners’ report above alluded to (paragraphs 244 and

245).” R
Agais on the receipt of ho Commissioniers’ letter of tho 18th October,
' advising the Governor of the progress of the

From Governor in

Counol, to Commissicn- Degotiation, the Governor in Council intimated

3.':{.""1';’-3’3 o 1\;'_’.2 to them that, under the explanation contained
ber 1790, para. in letter above (12th November), he was satisfied
with the proposed * adjustment with the Beebee of Cannanore, in which

. he (Northern Superintendent) has equitably enough improved on that

part of the first Commissioners’ orders of the 17th of September 1793
-that was quoted in our answer to you of the day before yesterday, by
exempting her coir from the Caunnanore duty, i.e., provided the sum of
10,000 ropees do really constitutq the full moicty of her profits from
the trade with the Laccadives; but that this may not be the case, the
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further information obtained by our President when last at Calicut,
NoB—This refors to “PPEIS to cont-a}n suﬁicx.ent {ndlcatlofx to demand
Mr. Dentley's estimate 0t least some further inquiry. - Sinco, by the
of tha prolale revenue, enclosed copy No. 1 of papers that he has laid

viz., 1,17,669 rupees, and

Mr. Murdock Brown's before us on the subject, there is reason to
estimate of 68,512 rupees,

Deing the profits of the believe that her profits from the trade with the -

coir and cowry monopo-  Laccadives must amount, according to the most
. Hes only.
above sixty, and by the other to above one lakh of rupees. The best
way may then be to advise the Beebee of Cannanore of our having
gained this information, to apprise her of the particulars thereof, and to
let her reply thereto, and thereupon to enter with her into an amicable
discussion of the merits, which mag lead to some proposmon for fully
and satisfactorily ascertaining the point in dispute.””
“On this occasion it is also incumbent on us to advert to that
part of the Government General’s instructions to the late Presidént in
Council of the 27th of July 1795, which directs the immediate abo-

lition of the monopoly of trade of tho several Laccadive Islands

dependent on Cannanore, an object which our President appears, by
the accompanying copy No. 2 of some papers that passed on this
subjeet, when he was last at Calicut, not to have been inattentive-to,
although the shortness of his stay on the coast prevented his being there
able to bring the negotiation to a conclusion. It is now therefcre our
wish that you should endeavour to accomplish thisy and cous1dermg
how successfol Mr. Peile proved in his late various negotiations in the
northern division of the province, we think it may, with every
prospect of advantage, be referred to that gentleman, together with a
copy of the Supreme Government’s letter in question.  That letteris

already we believe among the records of the Supervisorship, but lest-
it should be mislaid, we enclose another copy, and if yon. should

determine to commit the proceedings on this delicate negotiation to
Mr. Peile, you will of course furnish that gentleman with such further

instructions as may appenr to you most advisable, and best adapted to -

‘procure the Beebee’s assent to the measure required by the (Govern-
- ment General. In this you will not overlook that step already gained
by Colonel Dow in her assent to employ such agents for governing the
islands as may have your approbation, and under such instructions for

‘their guidance as you may prescribe; and should it prove necessary

towards obtaining the Beebee’s assent to grant to her any better terms
than those held out in the Government General's letter, something
more may be conceded in this view out of her land revenues im
Randaterrah, or from that in the vicinity of Cahnanore, as you may
find indispensably requisite. For, notwithstanding the tenor of the
instructions from Calcutta, we do not conceive that the Governor-

moderate of the calculations therein stated, to

e
5 109 2

’ T ’ ®
General in Council would desire, especially under present circum-
stances, to proceed to lay open the Laccadive trade in direct opposition
to the Beebee’s good will, and, therefore, if after all it cannot be thus
effected, you will report to us the particulars for his information,
avoiding in the meantime any act or measure that may tond mate-
rially to lessen her present degree of attachment to the Honorable
Company’s Government.”

In aanowlcdgmg the letter of the lst November reporting.

From Governor in the conclusion of the negotlatmn with the signed
g‘(’)‘;‘;'ﬁ;’ t(;’nteg"‘“;'l‘f’h agreement, the Governor in Council observed :
November 1796, - “ Our having so latety and fully written to you
on the subject of the Honorable Company’s probable claims on the
Beebee of Cannanore, renders any preseut notice on the draft of her
late agreement unnccessary. But we cannot omit again expressing our
desire that Mr. Peilo may be able, consistently with his other vocations,
to undertake the further negotiation which we have pointed out respect-

ing the Laccadives.”

Commissieners to Nor- Accordingly the Commissioners directed Mr
thern  Superintendent,
26th December 1796. Peile—

It will be most especially incumbent on you to pay particular

tpegard to the statements of the Beebee’s returns from her trade to the

Laccadives, enclosed in the letter from Government of the 15th ultimo,
which are so extremely dﬂproportmnate to what she has asserted to
be the case, that a very strict inquiry into this matter is indispensably
necessary previous to the ratification of her late agreement, which you
will please to institute accordingly in the manuer pomted out in the
third paragraph of that letter.

“QOn tho remaining part of the same letter and the last paragraph of
the letter of the 25th ultimo, respecting the abolition of the monopoly
of the trade of the Laccadive Islands dependent on Cannanore,
Government have so fully explained the nature of the object in view
(which corresponds also with the views of the Supreme Government as
will be seen in their letter of the 27th July 1795) that we have not
any thing to add further than calling your serious consideration to the
means therein pointed out as the most likely to ensure your success in
this delicate negotiation. And that as Government have been pledsed
to express in the most unequivocal terms their highest approbation of

your conduct on all occasions of discussion on points the most interest-

ing to our Honorable Companys employers hitherto, and have thereon
founded a very sanguive hope of your compassing the present object

" with equal advantage and success; so we desire, in like manner, to

signify our firm reliance on your exertions to accomplish this end, so
desirable in every poiut of view, according to the precixe manncr in
which Government have so much the wish it should be effect
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*
No further mention of the Beebee of Cannancre and her affairs
occurs among the co udence  ti :
From Secrotary to oo g the correspon ence till August
Government, to Commis« 1797, when the Secretary to Government address-

sioners, dated  7th g the Commissioners, communicating an extract

Angust 1797. “ .
: - of General Letter from the Honorable the Court of

Directors, dated 1st March 1797, with the following instruction :—
¢ To transmit the fifth paragraph to the Acting Northern Superin-
tendent, as furnishing an additional motive for his procuring the Beebee
of Cannanore’s consent to grant a free trade to the inhabitants 6f the
Laccadives, in the prosecution of which object the Honorable tho
Governor and the Commander-in-Chief understand Mr. Peile is now at
Cannanore.” The Honorable Court had intimated :— - k
« We very much approve of the mpasures that have been taken for
Extract from a letter  Télieving the inhabitants of the Laccadive Islands
from the Honorable the  from the oppression of the Beebee of Cannanore,
Court of  Direcrors, . . ;
dated 1st of March 1797, 8nd allowing therein the same freedom of trade
paragruph 5. as is enjoyed by our subjects in the proyince of
Malabar.” »
- Northern Superintendent, in acknowledging the above with enclo-
. ‘ _ sure from the Honorable Court, reported “ The
orvorthorn - Buperit-  Taccadive Islands is a subject T shall have occa-
. \ a-
z‘g;:s; ]7517&‘&& 1ith sion to discuss with the Beebeo to-merrow or
. next day ; and as she has hitherto evinced great
reluctance in admitting our Courts of Justice into those islands inde-

pendent of her authority, I should feel extremely obliged in receiving -

your advice, whether I may recede in any manner from a total abo-
lition of her authority. by endeavouring to prevail upon her (should she
still object, which, from what she has already said, T think she will) s0
far as to agree that a Company’s servant shall reside in some of the
islands for twelve months, to whom all compluints shall be referred by
the people before any punishment can be inflicted, and also, during
‘that time, to obtain such information of the produce of the islands as

may lead to a full discovery of their value.” He further reported, o

with reference to the information gained by Governmeut through

Messrs. Bentley and Murdock Brown that the revenue drawn by the -

Beebee of Cannanore from the islands had been greatly understated
by her hitherto, that the Beebee’s agent had applied for copies of the
accounts in order to draw up counterstatement, and that they had
been supplied, ' ] o

The Commissioners replied* to the above: “ We have only generally

to refer you to our instructions of the 26th -

* Commissioners  to . . . )
Northern Superintend- December last, since to decide on any particular

61!{;;«748%(1 1ith Avgust part thereof previous to the whole subject being
o fully discussed would be in many points of view

. “WX
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objectionable. We have, thercfore, to desire that you takeas early an
opportunitf’y‘g as possible of giving a full consideration to ‘the general
purport of your instructions at large regarding the Beebee of Cannanore
and ber tenure of the Laccadive Islands, and that you will thereon exert

~ yourself to induce as complete an acquiescence on her part as may be

practicable to the terms contained in our aforementioned letter of the
96th December last, when, shoald you find that her objections are
insurmountable to any particular part thereof, the same will be of
course statedin your general report, at which time we shall also be better
enabled than at present to judgeof the weight they may be entitled to.”
Mr. Peile submited a report of his mnegotiations, in which he
, remarked that the Besbec of Cannanore * declares
From Northern Super- . .,
st ot to Commis. herself perfectly satisfied with her present agree-
.:‘i‘“’ers" daved 15th Sep- ment to paya 15,000 rupees ‘per annum,” and that
ember 1797. . .

. she “does not wish for any alteration from the
present mode of paying customs, her coir {rom the island being
.exempt, is all she desires”  He then proceeded to state the par-
ticular of his conversations with the Beebee on the subjects adverted to
in the letter of tho Government, dated 15th November 1796..

On the first visit he had discussed her trade with Laccadives and
‘the profits therefrom, which the Government had been informed
were greater than hither to admitted by the Beebee. “Her Minister,
Coonjey Packey, asserting at the same time, that the profits which
_Governmeht now received +were equal to, ‘if not more than, what
the Béebee actually gained ;  had promised, if supplied with transla-
tions of the information, to draw up within a few days the most true and
faithful statement of the receipts and disbursements on account of  the

islands for MK. 970 and 971, In this arrangement, though likely tc

delay -a final agreement with the Beebee, Mr. Peile acquiesced, ‘being
anxious to obtain every information, and hoping that * the delay would
be overbalanced by the knowledge I should obtain of the different
articles of merchandisc that were sent to the islands, and which might

’ eventually be of material use.” Thetranslations were givenand he furthe:

reported : “ I again waited on the Beebee in order to prevail upon her tc
come into the views of Government by opening the trade to the Lacca
dives. ButI am concerned toadd that I found every argument fruitless
and on my reminding her of her engagement entered intoin April 179¢
with the Joint Commissioners, she most positively asserted that she
had never understood that the islands were to be: sequestered:at the
pleasore of Government ; all that she understood from that agreemen
-was that if the Government did not credit' the account given in by he:
.0" the produce of the islands, a person might be sent to inspect, ant
g ¢ would be subject tothat inspection, if it was proved that the
islands yielded more profit than she had stated, which - was - 20,601
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rapees per annum. I confess I was much surprised at these declara-
* tions of the Becbee’s, which were corroborated by her Minister. . I
inquired if she had counterpart of the agreement, as also what lan-:
guage it was drawn in. She answered that she had not a counterpart, ’
.and that the agreement was in Persian, which had been cxplained to.
‘her as she had asserted, but nothing further. However improbable
" it may appear the Becbee denyiug her agreement, 1 conceive I should{
not be warranted if I did not state the circumstance. The very idea of
throwing the trade open seemed to affect her exccedingly ; she ‘TOpre-

sented that her whole dependance for herself and family was on these
islands ; that if they were taken from her, her creditors wonld imme-
diately call upon her for the money sho had borrowed ; and that she

had mortgaged the produce to Chowakara Moossa from whom she.

had borrowed 4,60,000 rupees, and was yet indebted to him
2,00,000 ; that* she was obliged to deliver the coir to him at 50
rupces per candy, the profit on which barely paid the interest

of the money. She also represented that the islands being taken from -

her would disgrace her; and that if such an event was to take place,
herself and family wonld petition to Government to remove them from

Malabar where their ancestors had resided for so many generations. In-

short, Gentlemen, I found it in vain any lenger to dwell upon this part

of my mission. I thercfore entercd on the subject of the administration
of justice in the islands, and on this head I found the Beebee almost as -

averse as she had been on the former. With much difficulty I brought

her to consent that Government might appoint whom they thought '
proper to administef justice, under any regulations which might be:
deemed necessary ; and that she also would agree, in order to ascertain .

the real value of the islands, that a person on the part of Government

should reside for a twelvemonth in the islands for that purpose. But:
that o written agreement should be given that the Courts of Justice
would not interfere with her trade. The Beebee was requested to-

explain why she thought the Courts of Justice would interfere with her

trade. She replied, that formerly her family gave at the rate of 25
rupees per candy for coir, and she now paid 30 rupees ; but that if
Courts were established, the people might complain that their coir was.
worth 40 or 50 rupees per candy ; in which case, a representation would
come to this country, and in all probability she would be deprived
of the monopoly. It appears obvious to me, Gentlemen, that without:
this monopoly is secured to the Beebee, any alteration that may be
thought mecessary citherin the trade or the administration of justice,
will be in direct opposition to the Becbees feclings. However, by a person.

residing at the islands, the mode of administering justice will be kn
as the Beebee readily agreed that all matters should be referred tc
person remaining there, and be approved of by him, before any exe. -
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tion could take place: further by this residence Government would
obtain a perfect knowledge of the produce of the islands, and ofthe benefit ‘
‘that might arise, either by throwing open the trade or carrying it on
under certain restrictions. Besides, should Government, at any future
period, again deem it expedient to negotiate with the Beebee, this
information would be of the utmost importance, to those who might be
entrusted with the mission, as facts might be opposed to the assertions,
which her ministers can now make Without any great danger of being
detected. The Beebee proposed that if such- a plan was adopted,
she should desire to have a person on her part to be present at the
framing of the accounts, as she was ignorant of those which I had pre-
sented to her, ' The accompanying account No. 8 is abstract of the
Beebee’s supplies and returns from the islands for two years. The
original accounts were so cxtremely long and complicated that I was
under the necessity of bringing the whole into one poiht of view. I
confess I am at a loss how to offer an opinion on these accounts when
contrasted with those of Licutenant Bentley, the difference being so very
great, particularly in the article coir. And I have only to observe that

"1 think if the above plan is adopted (should Government determine not

to take possession of the islands) of stationing a person in them,
together with an agent on the part of the Beebee, all difficulties will be
obviated,-and whatever misrepresentations may have hitherto been
made on her part will be evinced to Government, and put the value of
the islands, in every point of view, beyond evasion or doubt.”

The Dr. and Cr. accounts produced by the Beebee of Cannanore’s

* Agents, which purported to be correct returns of receipts and expendi-

ture of the islands for the "years M.K. 970-71 (A. D. 1795-96),
received no attention, and merited none.

The Commissioners appear to have submitted Mr, Peile’s report to the
Governor in Council on the 21st September 1797. -But the covering

~letter is not forthcoming on the records, and the views of the Local

Commissioners cannat be shown.

* Governor in Council, In r«aiply the Governor in Cou‘nul, referring to
to Lomuiissioners, dated  Mr, Peile’s report of the 15th September idem,

21st October 1797,
! 7 <. remarked:

« I’aragmﬁh 18. On the subjects of the Laccadives and the Beebee’s
objections to surfender her sovereignty, or to admit of a free trade
therein, the following observations have occurred on consideration of
what Mr. Peile hath writteir on the subject.

19, The Beebee’s making.a plea of her ignorance of the Persian
language with a view to account for her present pretended want of
privity in respect to the latter part of her agreement with the first
Commissioners, respecting the eventual sequestration of these Laceadive

: 15 '
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Islands, and, above all, in the view of preventing the trade in coir from
‘them being laid open, is & mere subterfuge on her part. The extract
herewith sent from the Proceedings of the first Commissioners, under
date the 11th April 1793, will show the full deliberation Messrs.
‘Duncan and Page acted with on this occasion, and that it constituted a
concession they wero determined to insist on, and did accordingly
exact, not perhaps entircly in conformity to the Beebee’s own wishes,
between whom and the otber Rajalks and Chicfs they always endeavour-
‘ed to impress her with this distinction, that she was a conquered foe,
and they, men who had taken part with us in redncing her late sup-
porter and protector ; and that she and her Minister Coonjee Packy
were well and thoroughly aware of what they thus agreed, and she
signed to, therc is no room to doubt, Nor will the Beebee’s pretext of
ignorance of the Persian avail, since Mr. Duncan has, during his subse~
quent residence in Bengal, received letters from her in that language,
and though the Native Officers who then accompanied the Commission
were mostly either from Bengal or Madias, and are now returned to
 their respe«,twe countries, yot from Trimmul Row, a person formerly
in the service of the Padinhar Colote of the Zamorin fawily, and who
was employed afterwards by Mr. Duncan as an Interprcter, and
happened to be in that capacity at Cannanore at the period of the
conclusion of the agreement in question, he has learnt through Mr.
Wood, his present clerk, that there was, at that time in the Beebee’s
family & man called Bobajee Hadjeo, who had been 18 years in her

service, pnd is also a good Persian scholar; adding that it was this Bobajee -

who, according to his (Trimmul Row’s) recollection, went with Mahomed
‘Hosaine, & native of Coromandel, and then one of the Commissioners’
Interprgters, and brought back the agreement from the Beebee

executed ; affer (as Mr. Duncan can safel., add) the subject of it had -

* been for several . days before discussed through Packy, her principal
““Minister, whom tho Commissioners provided should sign as a witness
the original instrument, and if it be now among the records at Calicut,
(as having been probably delivered to the Supervisor), a reference to the
.original Persian writing may ascertain ‘whether Packy complxed with
;that injunction.

«20. But vghether he did or not must be immaterial to the suffici- |
.ent authenticity of the deed ; and we proceed therefore, to consider the .
Beebee's other ob_;ectxons as detailed in the report before us from

Mr. Peile.

21 There is certainly nothing positive and exphmt in that agree-
‘ment as to the laying open of the trade, and although as much may
perhaps be inferred under the general idea of the islands themselves
being sequestered for the Company’s advantage, yet in their. letter of

.the 27th of: July 1795 the Gowernment General include also the

e
*? g

contjuest of Cannanore and Tippoo’s ‘cession as concurring to give full
authority for the orders they then passed for abolishing the Beebee’s
monopoly of the commerce; all which has since been approved and
confirmed by the Honorable Courtof Directors, who appear by their’
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- lust advices to consider the measuve as already carried into effect, from
- & communication made to them, no doubt, of the orders issued for that

purpose by the late Government of the Pretﬂdency of Bombay; the
causes of the delay and disappointments in respect to which may be
traced in the accompaniments to your letter of the 12th instant (vefer-
ring to Mr. Stevens not appearing to have taken steps in 1795 to carry
out the measure in accordance with his letter to the Beebee of Cannanore
of 30th September 1795) and in the ditails of the conversations with
the Beebee of Cannanore by the Governor of Bombay (then in Cahcut)
and Colonel Dow in December 1795, :

L0 A And requesb your sentiments (wlnch it is to be under- .
stood that we desire on the subject of all reports you sent up to us from
others) on the best means of carrying into execution that part of the
required system for the Laccadives, to which tho Beebee has. yielded
her consent and by the nominabion of a proper person to admlmbter
justice in the islands, undor such regulations as you may think fit to
propose for our consideration, in as general consistence as possible with
those that now prevail in this province, as well as for a further ascer-
tainment, attended by a person on the Beebee’s part, of the real valpe
of those islands in corroboration or otherwise of Messrs. Bentley’s and
Brown’s estimate thercof in the accompanying extracts, wherein you
will observe that neither of these gentlemen’s calculations differ much
in the result, and that both make the Beebee’s profits exceed a lakh of

" rupees per annum, whereas she has only yet admitted them to amount

to about 20,000 rupees, a difference which it is certainly well worth while -

‘most fully and satisfactorily to investigate, without insisting in the

mean time on the coir trade being taken out of the Beebee’s hands, or
obliging her to pay more for it to the islanders than 30 rupees per
candy, as she would certainly feel. both loss and what she terms

_disgrace from a different conduct on our part’; whilst should on the

other hand her account of the profits prove accurate, the expense of
the Government of these islands must prove a new and considerable
charge on the Honorable Company ; besides which it may be perhaps
most convenient to avoid taking formal and entire possession of the
Laccadives during the war with France, as our doing so would infalli-

"bly expose them, much more than now, to the insults and depredations

of the enemy’s ships and vessels of war.  So that on the whole we think *
there may be yet time without public disadvantage for another reference -
to the Government Gencral before that point be finally decided on.
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“23. Meanwhile we shall leave the Drake or Swift cruizers here
= under your orders to enable you to carry into execution the preparatory
measures that may be intermediately adopted as far as the Beebecs
consent has been obtained by Mr, Peile, respecting which we shall,

therefore, expect in due course to hear from you on the several points

adverted to in the preceding paragraph.”

“i‘ro:l Commissioners Tho above letter of Government was referred
to the Northern Super- P .
intendont, dated - 1o LY tho Commissioners* to the Northern Superin-
. November 1797. tendent for further report. o
Commissioners _ to In their rep nt the Commis-
G Now, ) plyt to Government the Commis
ember 1797, sioners remark:

‘¢ Para. 10. The very appomte observabxons which you have been

pleased to introduce, Sir, in the 19th paragraph sufficiently establish
the subterfuge to which the Beebeo bas resorted on the occasion of
Mr. Peile’s conversation with her respecting her engagement to
accede to the measure of the sequestration of her Laccadive Islands at
any time when Government may resolve on the measure ; but we have
searched the records of our Dewan Cutcherry in yain for the original
‘mgreement which Bobajeo Hadjee and Mahomed Hosaine carried to the
Beebee and brought back with her signature. It was our intention to
have caused inquiry to be made whether this Bobajee Hadjee was
" yet in the Beebee’s service, and to “have questioned him regarding
- Packy’s signature as a witness; but noticing in your 20th paragraph that
yo# deem this circnmstance immaterial as to the vahdxty of the deed,
we hédve thought it Best not to institute any inquiry on this point,

lest it might appear to the Beebee and her Minister as an indication .

of a doubt on our part of what is so sufficiently authenticated, and
- consequently presumes and virtually admits the competency of Govern-
ment to lay open her trade to - those islands, concurring in thm with
the inference which the Supremc Government, in then' letter of the
27th. July 1795, deduce from the conqucsb of Cannanore and Tlppoo 8

- cessifhy,

¢ 12. We shall, after due deliberation, have the honor of communi-

cating our sentiments on the nomination of a person to proceed to’

the Laccadives for the joint purposes of acquiring a more perfect -

k.powfedge of the trade of these islands and regulating the adminig-
tration of justice therein, without taking formal possession of them
untd# our fature report on thoe trade shall have furnished Government

' with the means of deciding between the reports of Messrg, Bentley -

and Brown, and that rendered by the Beebee; since if the statements

recorded by either of these gentlemen come near the trath, there can, -
we think, be no room for hesitation as to the necessity of more effectual

measures for securing to Government at least trcble the amount

A,
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they receive at present under the head of a moiety of the Beebeo’s .
profits on the coir trade. Thisis taking it at Mr. Brown’s statement
who gives Rupees 68,512,-0-2 as the Becbee’s annual profit on coir
and cowries, exclusive of firewood, dried ﬁeh tortoise-shell, and cucoa-

nuts. Mr. Bentely states the profit on the coir only, including a small

sum derived under the head of revenue, viz. Rupees 2,300 (about suffi-
cient by that gentleman’s account to defray the expenses of her govern-
1ment) at no less than Rupees 1,17,669, which we observe is occasioned by
his sittking the cost of the coir to considerably less than half what
Mr Brown states it, and raising the sale price 30 per cent. on that
gentleman’s calculation. We are inclined, however, to be of opinion
at present that when poh'tical circumstances may admit of the Govern-
ment ta,kmg formal possession of these islands without the hazards
alluded to in the concluding p'u'b of your 22nd paragraph, it may be
found expedient, in a financial point of view, to continue the monopoly
of the coir trade to the Beebee under proper restriction, from whence,

-after its rcal value is ascertained, a more ccrtain advantage might

possibly be derived, than either from an open trade, or retaining it in

. the hands of the Company for the following reasons, viz. :—

¢ First.—If the Beebee acceded to such terms for the monopoly or
‘exclusive privilege of this trade, as Government might think just to
dictate whatever result from them would come into the Company’s-
treasury-free of deduction.

“ Secondly.—~It would still preserve the Beebee's consequence in the

“eyes of the public, which may be a consideration, as Government are .

desirous of avoiding by all consistent means any occasion of mortifying
her more than is necessary, even in her own estimation of which she
terms disgrace,

“ Thirdly.—It would render unnecessary, an expensxve establishment
which would be otherwise required to levy duties on the trade equal,
even in the gross amount, to what the Beebee might, on her real
profits being ascertained (w]nch there is reason to doubt at present)
be induced to pay rather than give up that kind of superiority.

“ Fourthly.—The high duties which would be necessary in the event
of an open trade being resolved upon, would hold out such an induce-
ment to smuggling as we have little reason to expect the vigilance
of the Company’s officers would be able to contravene ; and, lastly, if
the Company retained tho trade in their own hands, it would probably

‘be a work of time to assimilate our manner of dealing with the ancient.

prejudices of the natives, even'under all their present disadvantages,

‘s0. a5 to ensure the Company getting the full produce even at an

advanced price, which we think there is reason to fear the intrigues of
those ab present inter cested in the trade whoever they are, would work
the meaus of compelling them to pay, thereby lessening their profits on



118

L

the actual quantity of coir the Company got; even supposing the sale
* price to keep up to its usnal standard, besides subjecting them to the
being undersold by those who wight, by long-established intercourse
with the natives, contrive the means of intruding on their privilege.

“13. We wish the foregoing observations, however, Sir, to be viewed
as suggestions submitted to your consideration rather than our decided
opinion on those measnres, on which we wonld be most gratified to be
favored with your sentiments if you should be pleased to deem, phem
worthy of your deliberation.”

In answer* the Government stated their intention “to write to the

*From Government Supreme Government very fully and as soon as
to Commissioner, 20th possible, on the causes of the non.execution of

November 1797. .. . . i
This letter would their instructionms relative to the Laccadives, on

throw light on the feel-  whioh oceasion shall also be submitted to their

ings of those at the bead
of the Government at consideration the several reasons you have very

the time. - commendably brought forward for contmmng the

- ‘monopolysof the coir trade to the Beobee under proper restrictions.”’

-
-’

The Com missioners again reported, “ Pursuant to your orders of the

From Commissioners 2186 October last, and in conformity to our intimae

to Government, dated tion of the 19th November following : we have .

3th Feb 1798. . . .
13th Febraary 17 been desirous of the opportunity of naming a fit

person to proceed to the  Laccadive for the purposes requited, with
which view we have hitherto. detained the Fly with us.

“It is no doubt, Sir, much to be wished that we had a more perfect
idea of the value of those islands than we at present possess, but to
render a deputation thither subservient to that end requires the
services of a persan of experience and zeal, and, if possible, one versed

in the Malabar language, which induced us, on hearing of Mr, Clephane’s
reinstatement, to turn our thoughts appomtmg* bim to execute your

orders in this respect ; but consequent on the deficiency of European
officers as detailed, we are necessitated to defer the fulfilment of your
views in regard to the Laccadives for the present without yon can find

it convenient to depute a g'.autluman from the Presidency for. that’

express service,

- “ With regard t6 the best mieans of carrying into execution the other

part of the proposed system to which the Beebee has yielded her

_consent, viz., the administration of justice, we are still more at a loss to -

form any judgmenh of what might be fit to propose for your consider-
ation in the fgrm of rcgulatxous for that purpose, being ignorant of the

laws or local usage in the islands, and consequently unable to deter- *
mine how far or in what manner they can be assimilated with those -

prevsiling in the province. It appears to us, however, that, in prefer-

_ ence to an abrupt interference with the present inode of administering
_justice there, it wonld be more ndvisable for the person who may

. 2nd Sarch 1798,

W W
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go on that service to let matters of law and equity rus ig their
established course until he attains a competent knowledge what that is ;
which he will in that case be directed to report to us for your informa-
tion, when such alterations may be made as shall be obviously and

L3

direct in their operation to the advantage of the inhabitants in their -

own estimation. For although the first principles of right and wrong
are the same in all places, yet such is the influence of Government on
the minds of men and the perversion of their reasoning faculties under
asystém of tyranny in the constitution of the Government, or usurpation
in its local representations reconciled by long habit, that even if the
Beebee’s or that of her Minister’s should prove to be such in onr eyes,
it might after all, if the abuses were not such as to expose the lives of
the poople to the caprice of their rulers, be thought politic to refrain
from any innovation in the customs to which they have been 8o long
used rather than awaken part of them to a sense of their degradation.
and mortify others by asense of their inferiority in a society where they
bave been used to take the lead, so that taking any active part during
a temporary deputation might increase the evils it was intended to
remedy by leaving many under the impression of their being injured ;
and as those would most probably be chiefly of the number of their
present bheads or principal men, they would be more liable to abuse

their anthority when ours was withdrawn. In either case, however,

whether with a view to the attainment of the wished for information

respecting the trade, or the acquirement of the knowledge of their
present laws and usages, but with regard to the former object particu-
larly, the deputation may, we think, be deferred till after the rains ; for
by the time any gentleman can arrive here from the Presidency and
the nomination of a person on the part of the Beebee to accompany
him can be obtaincd, so much of the season will elapse as to make the
communication between our island and another’ difficult, and at least

precarious; which wonld effectually defeat the main purpose of the depu- -

tation until the re-opening of the season. But by. a judicioas use of the
twelve months next ensuing, and but an ordinary degree of observation,
such a fund of information might no doubt be obtained as to determine
Government finally on the interest they ought in justice to have in the
Beebee's trade, and bow far they ought in sound wxsdom to interfere in
the administration of justice.™

In reply the Government approved of Commissioners having deferred

From Goverament to The deputation of an ¢ Agent to the Laccadives
Commissioners, dated  til] after the monsoon, the ‘more espema]ly as the

which we think it may be advisable to communicate with the Supreme
Government, ”” and desired to be furnished with any further information
“ on the general state of that part of the Beebee’s possessions, with a

general subject involves some cousiderations on
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‘view ta enable us to determinc how far it may be consistent with justx’ce

and expediency to extend tho Company’s authority over them.”” The
Commissioners replied: “ Our letter of the 19th November 1797 and 13th
From Commission®™ Lebruary last comprise all that we are prepared

to Government, dated to offer on the subject of the expediency of

24th March 1679. . A
: extending the Company’s authority over the

Be’ebee’svislands, nor is it probable that we shall have the means of
being dnore explicit until circumstances favor the deputation of sowe
person to acquire the necessary information on the spot, whose r'1“"epor(:
on that head will be, we hope, conclusive on this point.” A
Nothing further appears on the revenue records of the Malabar

District. % : SN
. Political Consideratioh.
bFro:l; bﬁ:ﬁxogpoéggg The political records.have, however, been care-
Ay £ g . . ;
261h Docember 1796, - fully searched with reforence to the anxietjes of

From Northern Super-  the times and doubts cntertained of the loyalty of

intendent to - Commis. h . .
sioner, 8th January 1797. the Cannanore famlly. ' -

Boﬁ;g:; ch?Ov'izllt;x; im(;f It appears that the Rujah of Coorg had reason to

ers, 16tk Fobruary 1797, Suspect the Béebee of. being in correspondenc

with paper of ¥ telli y B e
ap ot intelii. 1th TS T i )

e ot Gaon, with Tippooin the latfer end of 1796. He reported

‘dated 8th Jaouary 1797. that she had sent emissaries to that prince.

The Commissioners, however, reported : “ We bave made particular
From Commissioners 10quUiries from Chowakara Moossa regarding the

to Government, 16th inti i ) ] '
Sacon parmenls negotiation Wlllc‘}l‘.the Coorg Rajah alleges to be
e on foot between Tippoo ‘and the Bechee of Can-

nanore, aﬁd wo have the pleasure to add upon the strength of Moossa’s

* assurance, whose information on all points regarding the Beebee of

Cannanore (with whom he is not upon the most cordial terms) may be

considered as the best procurable, that the Coorg Rajah’s allegation does.

not appear in this respect to be adequately founded.”

In 1798 it appears that the Rayamond and Woodcote Indiamen-were
' From Government to taken in Tellicherry roads on information given to
g::argaf;ol!;eggs. dated the Commander of the French Frigate Bremewn
This *cix‘?umstauce raised doubts of her fidelity, and appeared to
Government of sufficient importance to justify and require that she
be called on “ to explain, without too much alarming her fears or
avowing any direct suspicion of her attachment, which you'need not at
the same time place implicit confidence in, but act towards her with

such a dégree of circumspection as may be suitable to your ideas on the -

spot of her disposition towards us or our enemies, avoiding as much as
possible any open breach with her unless circumstances to us now
unforseen should render it necessary.” N

by the Nakodah of one of the Beebee’s vessels.
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From Commissioners

fC of Ca
§%£e§3§2 "lwgf‘““’e' . In reply, the Beebee of Cannanore stated
From Beebea of Can- . curtly that none of the commanders of her

nanore to Commission- . R . . . .
ers, 18th June 1798. ships had mentioned falling in with any ship, and
From Commissioners, the Governor in Council remarked :
to Government, 19th .
July 1798. :
« Para. 5. Thoe Beebee of Cannanore’s letter is very little satisfactory,
strace t
From Govornor in and we,recommend you to-endeavour to tr:we the
Coupcilto Commission- commander of that vessel of hers from which the
24 . . “ . o
ers, 24th August 1798 pyonch are said to havée obtained their informa-
tion, and to examine him and report what grounds there may appear
to you for suspecting or acquitting him or his mistress of disaffection

to the Government of the Company, or of attachment to the interests of

@

Tippoo and the French.” , :
From Governor of A letter was addressed by the Governor of
Bombay to Beebeo of Bombay to Beebee of Cannanore, cautioning her to
Caonshore, 9th Janu- A o - K X k
ary 1799 abstain from joining Tippoo in the impending war.
And one of the same tenor was also sent to Chowa-
kara Moossa.
The Commissioners, however, assured Government that “ they have
s every reason to be well satisfied with the conduct
From Commissioners . . .
to Government, f7th of the princess,and to belicve that she is ﬁ;-mly
Febraary 1799. attached to the Government.”
(Signed) W. ROBINSON,
‘ Head Assistant Collector.

Of the same date.



APPENDIX A

Memmandum on the Grant Compensatz s on account of the fo"ur
Ameny I.slauds el

These islands were lost by defectidn on account of gross oppression
on the part of the Becbce of Cannanore, but a compensation'for the
supposed loss of rpvenue was granted from the possessions: of the
Cherikul Rajah, to whom Tippoo was at the time restormg his rdj—
though considerably diminished—in 1784. The revenue of the islands

was reckoned at 6,500 rupecs, the compensation at 7, 380 rupees, and
‘the lands sg granted were enjoyed by the Beebee of Cannanore for five
years. On the breaking out of the war and after the reduction of
Cannanore in 1791, the Cherikul Rdjah resumed theso grnnts And
the resumption was sanctioned by the Joint Commissioners,. Who deemed
that the claim of the Becbee under Tippoo’s grant could not be
sustained. The clain was, however, kept alive and reiterated till finally
amrd distinctly relinquished by the agreement signed 28th October 1796
(15th Toolam 972), nor was it again mentioned till on.the eve of the
breaking out of the war of 1799. The Beebee. then addressed the
Officer Commandmg the Provinces, praying that the four. wlands
mxght be recovered for her. The Commissioners declined to give an
opinion on the policy of restoring the islands in event of their falling
info the British hands when submitting the petltlon to the Governmcnt

of Bombay .

" The islands fell under the British power in 1799 and were attached
to Canara. And the claims of the Beebee were apparently favorably
submitted by the local officers of Malabar in 1804. It was, however,
judged that the claim was not ruled by the law of nations, as “ she can
have no just claim to be placed in any other situation by the conquesh
of Mysore than that in which she would have stood if such an event
had not taken place; independently also of that consideration, His

" Lordship, would under tny circumstances, deem it to bo inexpedient -

to vest the Beebee of Cinnanore with the authority which she has soli-
cited over the Laccadive Islands under the declared, aversion of $he
" inhabitants’ to her government.” DBut no allusion is made to the

v

&
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important negotiation and resolution to throw open th¢ trade and -

establish the British jurisdiction already detailed.

The Court of Directors took an indulgent view of the claim,

% Para. 123. “ Although it is truc that the Beebee of Cannanore

ixtrach. Of o lotter has in. strictness no legal claim upon these islands,
from  the Honorable WO think her case as it now stands rather a hard
ourt of Dircctors, Gth - one.  The firsy exchange by which the three
cccmber 1805.
islands were taken from her does not appear to
have beeu sought by her, but was an act of power on the part of
Tippoo.”
the control of the Company when the resumption of the equivalent
granted by Tippoo was made and sustained in peace by the Rajah of

- Cherikul under the British'influesice, it might have been thought right

to restore the islands themselves to her; and considered that as “ those
islands had come into their posse%smn, though the claim was ruled by

na law, and though from the aversion of the inhabitants to the govern-

ment of the Beebee it may not be advisable to restore the possession of
those islands to her, some consideration in money should be allowed
her on account of them.”

The Collector of Canara reported at considerable length, but mthout
reference to the voluminous prior proceedings or a just appreciation -of
the Beebee of Cannanore’s position on these islands. ~Assuming her
position to be that of a Jenmakar or proprictor, he proposed that an
allowance equal to half the net rent be made in compensation—the real
nature of the sources from which the revcnue is*drawn was apparently
lost sight of by him—and he recommended a grant of 1,500 Star
Pagodas. L

This compensation the Beebee seems to have rejected as inadequate,
and a long gap occurs in the official records. In 1822 the Board of
Revenue made their final report on the claim which had been revived
a fow months before. In this they stated that the compensation must

be considered in the light of a voluntary donation, as the Becbee of

Cannanore had been conquered in 1791 while in strict alliance with
Tippoo; but as the Honorable the Court of Directors had determined
that that consideration should not operate to her detriment, the Board
proposed that the same sum, viz., Star Pagodas 1,500, should be assigned
and paid with arrears from the date of the Honorable Court’s orders in
1805. And the Government, haviug regard to the hostile relation of
the Beebee of Cannanore at the time the resumptions were made in open

- war by allics of the British arms, ‘ considered her claim to consist

* 297, 298, Claim of tho Beebee of Cannanoroe to ihree of the Laccadive Islands which
had been ceded by her to Tippoo fur an equal compensation,

“

They were of opinion that, as had the island been within ~

<
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. entirely of the liberal disposition evinced towards her by the Honorable
the Court of Directors, and in no degree to be fonnded on right.”
And as the arrears had accumulated from her declining to accept tl'xe
proffered bounty at the time, it was determined that n:)) arrear should
be paid ; but “that a formal renunciation be taken from her of all
further claims on the same account, and in acknowledginent that the
transaction is closed and set at rest for ever.” :

‘ The Becebee of Cannanore’s subsequent conduct proved evixsiv'et; and
312 becgme appart:’nt that, while accepting tho terms, she had every
m.tentlon of keeping alive the claim in hopes that by perseverance she
might at .length obtain the end. It therefore became neccssary
gerempt(;mlyd’c.;)1 s(;op all further payments till the agreement which had
een ordered had been formally entered into. This was i
: . c
done and the matter set at rest. ' o cordingly
The following is a precis of the records on the subject. It appe;rs
_ Pilde, Joint Commis-. from the Joint Commissioners’ report that when
sionors’ Report 41.- - Tippoo about to reinstate the Rajah of Cherikul
whom qt the instigation of the Beebee of Cannanore he had oustsedJ
t * Grant by Tippoo Sul from Cherikul in 1783, he gave the Besbeo o
fan ‘:é)ar Of‘%]gnnﬁfggg:t Cannanore ‘two. gra.nts out of tke Cherikul terri.
}2’000” pe.e;% sub-divi. tory, ome in jaghire,* the other in lien of the
ons y
Cherikflxiet(;rreitorfi‘z:.the Ameny granted.by a sannad dated A H, 13217
.(A.D. 1787), which is as follows :— '

“Be it known to the present and future Aumeels and to the Mecea.
dums and husbandmen of the talook of Kushanabad alias Cherikul
dependent on the Turrukee Cutcherry under the Sircar of Puttum the
capital or seal of empire. g

~ “Whereas the sum of 7,380 rupces for the country Chelaterra, &c
. hath been granted from the said talook in exchange for the is]a,nd o.‘
Ameny (the jumma of this last being Rupees 6,500, which island hati
been transferred by Ally Rajah to the Government, which thercor
bestowed to that Rajah the lands Chelatarra in question. It is necessar;
that, according to the under mentioned parbicuiars, youdo from the‘ lsl
of Ahmedy of the Sraub year 1217 of Mahomed) agreeing with the
18t of Qheller Soumy Semitchee leave the territory in question to th
possession and occupancy of the said Rajah to_the end that having
appropriated its produce to the support of his exigencies, he m;y nigh
and day be attentive to and occupied in the concerns of Grovox'nmerj:>

new sannad not to be demanded yearly, and a copy only being taker
the original is to bo returned.” X E ‘

Chalat torra,
"Tuloob do,

| 3 wh
| 125 S .
Partierlars of the Tarraks. SRR 5
Cfterra ... .. .. 1,200 812
1 do. ... e e 1594 & 2
Chooceya terra, 1 do. o .. .. 396 o 9
‘Kanootchant terra,1 do. ... ... e 59 9 7
© Mundicaut do. 1 do. ... ver e 190 914
do. 1 do. ... e .. 218 814

Kuonuteor

6

Some delay took
repeated references

\

“Hoons ... 2,214 2 8

at 3 Fansms per Rupee ... 7,380 0 0

o et WA

Signature.

place in obtaining possession in comsequence of
being made to Seringapatam, as the Beebee of

Capnanore had been actuated by a very malicions spirit towards the
Rajoh of Cherikul in choosing the Jand ; but eventually she occupicd &
large arca of that principality for several years,

- The success of tho British arms in 1791 and the conquest of Canna~
nore enabled tho allies of the Company to resume their respective

possessions,

among whom the Rajah of Cherikul resumed also the lands

held under the sannads in question and collected the revenue.

On a claim for

Vide Proceedings, 11th
April 9788, of  Joint
Cowmissioners and re-
pory of Joint Commis.
gigners,  pari. 245,
voucher No. 63.

jenm right thereto,

Vide Mr. Farmers
Proceedings, dated 10th
February 1794

Mr, Farmer to Beebee
of Canmanore, dated
14th Januery 1794,

Beohee of Cannanore
o Mr. Farmer, dated
11th Javuary, and Mr.
Farmor's Proceedings,
wnder date 25th Jann-
ary 1704, :

+of Cannanore’s claim was T
for the preservation of peac

animosity existing
Cannanoro seemed

restoration being preferred by the Beebes of
Cannanore, the Commuissioners held that being
ander Tippoo’s Sannad the Beeboe of Cannanore’s
laim  conld not be sustained, ” although the right
was contested with much bitterness on other
grounds than the sannad, viz, on immemorial
and that her own jenm property bad been frandu-
lently iuserted in the sannad by Tippoo. Aftor
due inguiry into the merits of the allegations a
decision was passed by Mr. Farmer to the effect
that the inquiry into the statement of the Becbeo
of Cannanore had been conducted in form and with
froness by Tippoo, who had decided that the land
in question belonged to’ the Cherikul territory,
and that the collections must consequently be
made over to the Rajab of Cherikul—the Beebee
ejected, bub certain temporary arrangements
e—to the disturbance of which the bitter
between the Rajsh of Cherikul and the Beebee of
likely to lead had, however, to bo made, and much
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~angry correspondence on the subject came on ‘record during 1794,
- The resumed compensation was, however, permaneutly made over to
the Rajah of Cherikul. ' ‘ :

The resumption, however, continued to form one of the points of

- grievances frequently submitted by ,the Beebeo of Cannanore in

petitions during 1795 and 1796.  Her bitter jealousy of the Cherikul

~ - Rajah and loss of revenue led her to impugn the justice of the decision

g trom  Governor.  in and ke}ep alive her claims. The Goveryment

- Council to Commiséion. Temarked ‘“that it has already been signified to

Lo, dated 12th Novem-  hep that she can have no claim on our Government
-ber 1796, para. 13." )

: c for exchanges made between her and Tippoo
whilst she was his vassal, as already sufficiently detailed in the two
paragraphs of the Jejnt Commissioners’ Report (244-and 245).”  Still
the claim was persisted in until formally relinquished by the agreement

- signed 28th October 1796 (15th Toolam 972). -

= -

~° The Beebee of - Cannanore, however, again revived the subject éz'irly
_ From Beebee of Can- 10 1799, and addressed the Officer Commanding

i mamowo g‘ﬁﬁ; the Provinces, to the effect.that Tippoo held four
1799, | S of the Laccadives=—for which .an.equivalent had
tog‘;ﬁnm(;’g::zmstf::ﬁ been granted from the territories of the Rajah

February 1799. - of .Cherikul, but lost when the British gonquered

- From Commissioners

" %o General Stuart, 15th the country in 966—which she:prayed might be ~

* Febroary 1799. .. recovered for her.

This petition was .submitted to Government. ¢ The subject of the

‘:‘I;.m 1 Commissioners " Beebee of Cannanore’s claims to four of the Lac- -
t}f; ggwernor, lst March cadive Islands at present in the possession of the
L Sultan was fully discussed by. the first Commis-

) 'ksionérs. ~How far it may be politic to give them up to the Beebee in-
.~ the event of their falling into our possession, is a point which we
- cannot pretend to determine. ‘ ‘ B

_“ From private information we learn: that the state of Tippoo’s force
- there is very weak, consisting only, according to:the accounts we have
- received, of an officer and 80 or 40 men.” -

~ 'No answerto this Tetter appears to have been sent.

5 A Iet{ér* on.record, however, shows that it was suspected that the

: "ﬁq’*ti‘rom SPresident to- Beebee of Cannanore had clandestinely taken
i orthern intend- . . .
" ent, datedl?’fl?%rtl)::x?\. “possession of these four islands to which she had

- ber 1799, : put up o claim as soon as the war was over; but.
t 1‘2"“},":’“0 Superin- _the fears -were unfounded, -and-the islands were
. endent to Co 1g8ion- : A

75 ers, 17th November :leased by Captain Munro to Chowakara Moossa

- 1799, for'twelve months.

< his territory,

Yl Hy

g G
..—5"-"&
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The Beebees claim to the Ameny Islands was reported on 'by .
Mr. Rickards about 1804 ; but the records of the period bgmg
From  Board of imperfect, the correspondence is not forthcoming.
Revenue to Principal mpo decision of the Government is given in the

* Qollector, dated Znd

February 1804, letter noted in the margin. .
Para. 4. * His Tordship in Council has. considered with attention
‘the information which has been stated respecting the claim preferred
by the Beebee of Cannanore to the possession of three of the Laccadive: -
Tslands ; the circumstances under which those islands were anuexed to
the dominions of Mysore and subsequently, by the overthrow of ‘ t.ho
empire of Tippoo Sultan, brought under the authority of the British

_ Government, have appeared to His Lordship in Council to precinde any.

right on the part of the Becbee ta the possession of thab pr?perty, for
she can have no just claim to be placed in any other situatlf)n by the
conquést of Mysore than that in which she would have stood if .such an
event'had not taken place; ind ependently alsoof that copsideratlo'n, His
Lo;dship would, under any circumstances, deem it to be inexpedle.n.t to
vest the Beebee of Cannanore with the authority which she has solicited
over the Laccadive Islands, under the declared aversion of the inhabi-

tants to her government.”” - i
. The Honorablo the Court of Directors, however, took a different view,
" Para. 133.%  « Althou gh it is true that the Beebec of Cannanore
Pxtract of a lelter hasin strictness no legal claim upon these islands,
{f]%mcmfr};e Ofﬂﬁigz‘tﬁlf we think her case as it now sfands.rather a hgrd
6th Decomber 1805.  one., ‘The first exchange by which the three
islands were taken from her does not appear to have been sought by
her, but was an act of power on the part of Tippoo.” . ,

«124. If, when we pormitted the Rajah of .Cherlkul to resume
from tho Becbeo the equivalent she had received in lands taken from‘
thesc islands had been then under our anthority, we
 should probably have thought it right to restore them to her. Th.eir

coming into our hands by conquest some years afterwards varies .
indeed the law of the case, but does not, we conceive, altogether answer
her claim upon the Company, because it Was no dOt‘lbt the protection
wa gave to the Rajah of Cherikul which enabled h1.m to resume and
keep without a struggle the grants made to her by Tlppoo, 50 t-ha’t our
Government was in cffect somewhat more than passive in this business.
We, theréfore, are of opinion that, though from the aver’sic'm of the inhabi-
tants o the government of tho Becbee it may not be.adwsizble .to restore
the posscssion of those islands to her, some consideration in money -

. should be allowed her on account of them,

* 227, 228. Claim of the Beebee of Cannanore {o three of the Laccadive Islands which had
‘been ceded by her to Tippeo for an equal compensation.
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¢« That they (the Board of Revenue) be required to state their opinidn '
respecting the amount of the pecuniary compensa-

golution of Government, tion which may be deemed due to the Beebee of

dated 1st Angust 1806.

Cannanore on the principle stated by the Honor-
g N able Court.” :

Board of Rovenus to  ‘The Principal Collector reported* having com-
Principal Collector, 8rd  ‘municated with and obtained sundry information

*Prineipal Colloctor to
Board of Revenue, 6th “ Para. 3.
April 1807.

from the Principal Collector of Canara.

The answer of the Principal Collector

in Cunara states the average net proceeds to

Government from the Beebee’s three islands at Star Pagodas 3,004-4-64

-per annum,

“4, As the omgmal owner antl proprietor of these 1sLmds the
Tho Canvanore family  claims of the Beehee extend, I should presume,

is o ruler, not jenmy on
the islands of the Lacca-

no further than to derive that emolument from

dives proper. their procceds as she would have obtoined had

they been included among those

of her islauds -which ceded to the -

Company by the treaty of ‘%ermgap‘xtam in 1792.°

¢“5. The islands which ceded

As far as the official records go this po-
sition seems to rest only on the assertion
of the Becboo of Cannanore. The jumma
of Chorikul in the schedule of the treaty
of Seringapatam shows that the revenues
of the island were included, and such the
Joint Commissioners consxdemd to have
Leen the case.

"The Beebee of Cannanore enjoys nothing

* in the shape of rent (except on private

gardens) on the Laceadives proper. The
vovenues derived iy that of a dominant
power, not the renial of a landlord and
proprietor.

*6. The exemption or enams

Mistaken notion of the position of the
Beebee of Canunanore on the Laccadives,
The records are lost entirely sight of;
the slightest referenco to them must
have shown the erroneousness of this
position, Tho power she retains are nob
those of proprietor, but is always spoken
of even in tho official records as those of
sovereignty, - The nature of the fund
from which the greatest part of the reve-
fius ig paid is Jost sight of, 1,200 rupecs
‘only beirg tho jumma on the actual pro-
perty ownod by the Béebee of Cannanore.

from the best information at that time procurable, was cousxdered to bo

their available jumma.

to Company by that treaty were
exempted from Tippoo’s revenue,
equally with the three islands now
claimed by the Beebee, asshe appears
to bave held them in general, on
what may be termed, enam under
Tippoo’s government, who granted

" to her a jaghire or rather enams in
Cherikul in len of the rents she -

was supposed to - have netted from
the threo islands which were after-
wards resumed and annexed to the
Beddenore or Canara Catcherry.

on Athé islands which ceded to .,thé

Company under the treaty of 1792
were not continued to the Beebee,

but she was allowed, in common :

with every jenmkar in the province
to cxercise the rights of proprietor
and retain management of the pro-
perty which she possessed in them

upon payment to the Sircar annually,

the sum of 11,200 rupees, which,

* “there is no gpecies of jeumy right cver:

- ,'129
€7 The jaghire granted to the Beebee in Chenku] was not recog-
nised  hy Government, bub allowed to-be rosumed by the Rajah, within

whose territory it was situated, for the ‘reasons’ atated in Mr Rxckard'
* letter to the Boa ard of the 18th August 1803.-

« 8. T have seen the sunnud in the Boebee’s possessxon under which

: shc obtained her jaghire consisting of five tarrahs in Cherikul District.

The sunnud purticularises- the rent on each description of land con-

tainedein those fivo tarrahs, making the total thereof amount to Rupees
#4 Hath beentransfor- 7,980 per annum. It notices the resumption * by
red by Ally Rajahtothe -y o0 Qrony of three of the Laccadive Islands as

Sircar”’ —words of the
sunnud, being the cause of the fmSlgnment to thc Beebee of

- the five tarrahs above mentioned.

w9 Ina paper of memoranda which the Beebee has transmltted to

‘mo exphmmrr iu abstract the circumstances of . the preceding transac-
tion, after noticing it to have been a ‘matter of

'I;hls was a misrcpre-

sentation. - compulsion on the part of Tippoo, she states that

Tippoo calculated her three islands to have been worth to her 6,500

* per annum, and estimated -the five t'u'rahs asqlﬂned to her in heu at

Rupeeq 7,380 per wnnum. : ,

e

“10. The Principal Collector’s (of Canara) averave of the annual
produce { of :the islands amounts, - as I have

e,;g;ﬁgﬁ;ﬁ;,ﬁgﬁ: already stated, to S. Ps. .1 making a difference
"1 So iu the draft on comparatively with thejumma of Tippoo’s jaghire

record. - . in Chemkul of 8. Ps. f vin favor of the iglands. -

“11.-In Oxtxmatmg the compensatlon to be now given to the Becbeo
~and considering the ferms on which
I have bwn wholly unahle to-discover
any thing Iike * terms.” A mere endar- she possesses thc islands already in
- ance under consideration of policy appears - Lop posse S5ion’ ‘she cannot I pre-
to be the hold, « s BHE
: sume be deemed entilled to alarger
Tho hbcrahty of the Honorable Court proportion of tho not pl‘o‘cee ds of
did not contemplate auy title, hut mere 1 R
pecuniary consideration on account of her lost islands than what may be
them. - acknowledged by Government to be
her right, as their former owner or propmetor, after deducting what
may; on tho other hand, be conmdered to be the revenue payable to

. the Sircar,

L %12, ] shall, thereforo, assume the posxtlon that the Becbee is to be
§ Tho Booboo of Cannshoro mever Was viewed in the light of the original
other than a mere dominast power whoso proprictor § only, and as such enti-
- zulo tho poople, Ler subjects, throw offs y1oq ¢ 4o proprietor’s share of half
tho islands.. * o .~ of the net rent. T have estimated’
ﬂ‘e proprietor’s share at half, as’ the production of the islands are
‘chiefly confined to cocoanut trees,

17



130

% 13. Allowing the preceding data to boa ﬁzir'priﬁciple of estimating
‘the claims of the Beebee of Cannanore, it remains to be deuded from
what period they are to be calculatcd

. 14. Should the liberality of Government consider her to be entltled
to the arrears of her share of the net rent since theislands have reverted
to the authority of the Company’s Government, the sum of Star Pagodas
19,032-38-82, being tho half ‘of net collections . from fmly 1909 to
fusly 1210, s per Mr Reid’s lettcr will now be her due. . °°

«15. bhould Government consider her enmt}ed to the propr ietor’s
share of the rent from the date only of the Court of Directors’ orders,
tho arrears due to her will be abont half of the nct collections of the
last and current fuslies, or Star Pafodas 4,462-7-16, and she will of
course be entitled to half of the renits of cach ensuing year.

“16. But if it be the strict mtentxun of the Honorable Couﬂ; of.

Directors that some consideration in money should be allowed to the
Beebee of Cannanore on acccount of the islands in question, I should in
that ease propose that she shall be paid a sum of money the interest of
which shall ensure to her one-half of the annual net average collections
of the islands calcalated from fusly 1209 to fusly 1216, which by Mr.
Reid’s letter before referred to will be Star Parrodﬂsl 500. - The principal
to yield which incomoe at 12 por cent. pei' unnum being about Star
Pagodas twelve thousand five handred (12,500), I beg leave humbly
to submit to your Board how far it may be epnsistent with the orders
- of the Court of Directors to present that sum to the Beebee of Cunna-
nore, in full of all her claims upon the Honorable Company, past,
. present, and future, for the islands in guestion.

“« I have tho honor, &c.”

The proposed compensation was probably oﬁ'ered to the Beebee of
Cannanore and rejected as inadequate, and the matter rested for many
years. ‘

Tt is to be regretted that much correspondence is probably missing,
as it might have been of importance to know whether the doubtful
position taken in the above letter were permitted - to pass, or whether
any reference was mado to the voluminous and conclusive documents
“already on record relative to the Beebee of Cannanore’s tenure on the
Laccadives, ‘

With the exception of a fow miscellaneons letters explanatory of
% From Board o Chief EXTOTS and mistakes, nothing can be foand prior to

Seoretaty, dated 3rd - the final report* of the Board of Revenue on the
October 1822 subJ oct. .

'19

Board of Revenue made. ﬁnal repart on tho mbject of the claims

+ From Board of Rev.  preferred by the Beebee* of Cannanore on account

: enus to Chief Secretary, = of the / e
 Gated 5rd Ostober 1825 of the Amendovy Island.. In paragraphs 2and3

“Tler Highucss” is ‘the great delay is accounted for by the perplexity

*, here used, the only which had ensued from confounding these claims

instance 1 had met with

‘on rocord up to this with other points of litigation between the Bechee

date. . i of Cannanore and Rajah ofCherikul. Para-

- graphs 4 and 5 contain a concise recapltula’mon of the history of the

defection of these islands to Tippoo in 1784 and the compensation
granted under that prince’s sunnud held by Beebee of Cannanore till
its resumption in the conquest of Malabar in 1792 by the Rajah of -
Cherikul, who was an ally of the British during the war. In paragraphs

© 6, 7,and 8 they rccapitnlate the revival of the claims in 1803, when they

were disallowed by Government, 13th J: anuary 1804, as shown in Board

-of Revenue’s letter to the Collector, 2nd February 1804, and the

indulpent view taken by the Hororable Court of Directors in their
letter of the 6th November 1805. In paragraph 9 the Board reviews
paragraph 14 of the report of the Principal Collector of 6th April 1807,
and from paragraph 11 it appears that the Principal Collector had been
authorised to offer to the Beebee of Cannanore an abatement of revenue
of about 1,500 pagodas per annum, that being the estimated value, less

: the usual deuuctlons of the islands to ‘which the Beebee of Cannanore

did not acquiesce till 1822, as by her letter to the
Board of Revenue. The Board then proceeds to
remark (paragmph 14) that the conquest of the Beebee of Cannanore,
while in strict alliance with Tippoo, “might in tlte first instance have

Dated 27th June 1822

~ rendered any compensation on the part’of the British Government a

voluntary donation, but as the Honorable the Court of Directors have

 determined that this circamstance shall not -operate to the detriment of
_her claims,” the Board propose that-the terms offered by the Principal
‘ Collector in the first instance be made the basis
the term “Her High. of an arrangement for the abatement of revenue

N.B.~In this letter

nowd”" s ased. to that amount, and that arrears from 6th Novem-

ber 1805, tho date of the receipt of the orders of the Honorable Court .
of Directors, be pald to the Beebee of Cannanore. -

The Government ordered -that an abatement to tho amouni of
1,600 Star Pagodas be made in compensation for tho Amendevy.

* Island, but “ as the Beebee was in alliance with Tippoo Sultan,

the cpemy of the DBritish, and as Tippoo took the islands from
ber and gavo her a compensation for them by the grant of a part of the

" Cherikul Rajah’s lands which he recovered on the downfall of the
‘Sultan’s power, the Governor in Council considers her claim to consist
entirely of the liberal dispostion evinced towards her by the Honorable
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the Court of Directors, and in no degree to be founded on right ; as she

declined to avail herself of the proposal made to her in consequence of
the Honorable Court’s instructions up to the 27th of Juno last, the

Governor in Council is of opinion that it is only from that date that -

she should be allowed to reap the benefit of it.”

* A remission was accordingly sunctioned* in ¢ compensation for the

* From Secretary to  loss of the Amendevy Islands. But the Govern-

Goverument to Boar
_18th March 1823, " ment desire that a formal renunciation be taken from

‘her of all further claims on the same account, and in
acknowledgment that the transaction is closcd and set at rest for ever.”

From Principal Col- Tho Collector reports having communicated

tor to Board of Reve. . . v
f,fej’ga;’edfgfw,b;;;; the resolution of Government»to tho Beebee of
1823. - " Cannanore. And stated that: Para. 2. © Her

first answer was of that indefinitc nature which is the constant practice
of natives who make a point of never relinquishing a claim, oz
abandoning a point for which thero is the least opening. I therefore
wrote to her again to request a categorical answer, mtnmtlnﬂ‘
that the same principlo which influenced Government in awarding a

certain and defined pecuniary compensation from the 27th June last
might operato in the present instance if she did mnot in plain and -
decided terms accept or refuse to abide by the terms offered ; that of °

course if it was her desire, I would forward copy of: her answer for the
further consideration of Government, but that the ‘consequences were
on her own head. To this I received a long memorial, both in English
and Malayalum, recapitulating her claims, &ec., in - reply to which I

repeated my former arguments, and requested a .positive and direct
answer, and have received another letter accepting of the terms, but
requesting that 1 will again bring to the favorable. consideration of
Government her former claims.” He requosted further instructions

- % ag from the disposition of the family I am convinced that they

will never cease prosecuting their claims until the 'door is closed
to them by peremptory and final decision from Government, and that
whilst” they  accept of the proffered  terms, it is their intention to
renew their claims from time to time, so as to keep it alive to an
indefinite period on the hopes that by perseverance tht,y may ab lenﬂth
obtain their end.”

The Beebee's memorial and the Prmclpal (‘ollectors lettcr of the 11th

4 From Board of Reve~  April were submittedt to the Government ; when

nune to Chief Secretary " “«
$o Government, 5th May ‘orders were passed that ‘¢ the Honomble the

1823, - Governor in Council does not think proper to
comply with the request of the Beebee of Cannanore

¥rom' Becretary to-
Governmeont to Board of
Rovenue,16th Moy 1823, that the compensation granted toher for the loss of

Amcndevy Tslands may ‘uerrm to thke uﬁ'ect from an earlier date.”

5y

o)

' hevamoﬁnt having been ixi%ﬁVertently paid to the Beebee of Canna- ;
nore before the formal deed of renmunciation of all future claims had

~ beey executed, the Beobee of Cannanore passed ¢ rvoelpts “improperly

worded, inus much as they keep alive her pretensions,’ ? and as, on her
being called on to chango these receipis, she refused to do so, the
* From Principal Col-  matter. was referred*® to Government thro ugh, the

-d of Reve-

}10:::) :itt%?f:;lstolsél . Board of Revenue,+ on which the Honora‘b‘e the

B t demr bﬁg;‘;‘}:’g o Gov‘érnm in Council was pleased] to desirc that
oar [¢] 1

Secretdry to Covern- ¢ no further payment may be made by the

ment,25th Angust 1823, § he Bocbee Uf
*F,mm Soorctary to Principal Collector of L\Lxhbar to the

‘Government to Boardof  Cannanorc until he has obtaincd the requisite

zivzv‘fme dAvthDecember o ncintion from her of all farther claims on
account of the Amendovy Islands. I enclose a petition ou the subject
which has been received from the Beebco, and T am directed to desire
that she wmay be informed that the Governor in Counul does not sce

Pt

fit to comply with.it, and has finally disposed of the case.
(Signed) ~ W..ROBINSON, -~
Head Assistant Collector.



APPENDIX 'B.~

SUMMARY SEETCH OF THE I‘raCAL Sysun or THE AMWY ISLANDS. :

Subs sequent to the defection in 1784 the Ameny Islands were placed
“under Tippoo’s officers. ' T have not learnt what moéhﬁuatlop in the system

.~ which had obtained took place, probably none except a reduction in

- the commutation price at which rice was supplied from 2} to 2 Fiipees
+ - perrobbin. After the fall of Seringapatam they were leased for four years
" to Chowakara Moossa at an average rate of 8,400. In 1804 Mr, Reade

revised the system, abolished all restrictions’ and monopolies, that of -
coir excepted, and fixed the price at 25 rupees per candy of coir—75 -

per cent. of which was to be paid in rice abt 2 rupees per moodah,
and the balance in cash. 'The import and export duties were commuted
- to a fixed 1mpo=4t of half a maund of coir per moodah of rice supplied,
- amounting to a reduction of about 12} per cent. on the entire valhe,
-« leaving the qctual value of coir about 21 rupees 4 annas per candy of
640 Ibs. The profit on coir, valued at 65 rupces per candy, was then
- ‘about 200 per cent., or about 43 rupees. '

-Phe commutation price of 2 rupees per robbin bemg kept up, while its
: va}ue fell to 1 rupee 8 annas per moodah, enhanced the profits by saving

5 per cent. on that portion paid in rice, and made the payments virtu..

, aﬂy about 17 rupees per candy, at which rate they stand now slightly -
reduced by a fixed classification introduced as shown in note.. -

"~ The difference of ‘the price received by the Canara and Cannanore
Islands at the time is about 10 rupees per candy, or about 160 per cent.

No other restriction of any description exists. - The salt and tobaceo

monopolies, which never practically have been ‘in operation on those

- islands (when receiving it from the Government is optlonal) have beon

" formally given up and other indulgences granted \

' The administration of justice is in accordance with the Regulatxon

_The clvil business being done by the Collector under Regulation V. of

—1822 & Regulation which is in operation in the district of Cahara.

An efficient and respectable Slnbundy is kept up at.an cxpenee of

from 560 to 600 rupees per annum. -
The Canara Islands yielded betWeen 1805 and 1826 . tm averago .
revenue of 20, 1000 rupees from the coir monopoly alone.
" Between the years 182785, consoquent on the low pmcef of cor, the
o"enue fluctuated exceedingly, and the average of five yoars, 1830—35,
was as low as 1,768 rupees; after which the market for oir, though
purmanenﬂy reduced at least 10 per conb, righted itself in some
measure, and the net revenue of the islands, less all cxpeuses for police,

&c has exceeded 8,000 rupecs per annum for 12to 15 years past The

.

numbar oi prod‘uctwe trens of tha four 1slands hdvmg durmg; tho same

time averaged from 65,000 to 70,000, the revenuo derived has equdll Pd

" an assessment of nearly 2 annas pe¥. tree, which, I believe, # “the -
- average jumma on cocoanut plantation in Malabar. - - % :

Particulars of the Trees in enjoyment of the Pa%]amm in Agaty n Deaember

1847, showing lhr naturc of those: propertics. LR
e TR
- el IR
= = = x
v =] o = } - L m— =, ) ol R
SE AR : FElxel s
SRl E L E g&1 8 1'%
& ol 1 B g5 | & &
Terkacherry. - e :
" Within Tekka Pék, 11, East of the Totam.{ - 11 { .. 32
12, West of Kunyn- ’ N
Nuapincda and Panda- Nottekenare|{ mah 45
sam... w.i{ 082 | nuviersus. 13. EastofTotam .. [ 12 -1 24
ST ; 12. Belly Thatedy «. ] 136 o | 19
_Arenada Kal. : : 15. By Kumbuangare. 1y .. .
e : 16, Petambalat - .. 8 0 .7
Addy ... " e s 80 6 19 {17. © Do. northof 12 1 -89
‘1 Ballap i 1360 111 9 18 Near Arkal - .of 19 3{: 4
Tottakery ... e 89 3 : :

10. Yeddacherry: Pandaram ... ,w,,j sir | 23| -
1. Talkakada, &c.... | 807 | 444 667 : B
- ! Baba Karyakar Parly)|” 81 200 4
And by the Sheik ‘ : . Kone
Pally ... v i, 28 1 18 : L in
2. Yeddaknta, &o..o| 21| 3| 4 bear.
3« Unanyode e 71 o ing
4. Do.  eastof. 41 .. e . for 2
5. Wolambat 5 1 “ ord
8. Kugda Mel- ... 74 e : » : Fears
7. Do. eastof.| 3] .. P v o
8. Beryatin .. 28 A [ ’I’l'ngamm e 12,605 {1,798 | 748
9, Kcnvmnath&, &oo | aie- 88 |Bingaram ., ] 2,028 11,452 |2,806
10. By " ths  8heik . - :
Pally ... e} 10 9] M
£ i (Bigned) - W. ROBINSON, -

o e S qotal | 250 | 23| 216
_ otal .| 8337 120 28 '

&

Badd&kc;chery.

Without the Pdk. . : :
R 1. Near Jamat Pally.{ - "5 [ .. 2

1. Xuttyaworan Kar- e 2. Near ., Jumat o .

yakur st 383} 130 Pauy, east of -, ... ) B8 DR SN

. Koyama Karyakar 33 | 405 ] 203.| 3. Kalady Kollom... | 101 4 232
3. Yeryangakad .. 100 .. |« | 4 ByZKilacherry ... | 20 g4 14
4. By Marker Pally. { . 71 .. 5. By Pale Pully ... 241 140 { 401
5. Bakina Kud 96 2] 106 | 6. Tawakkal Ody ... 1 . 2
6. BeedariQda - .., | 181§ ... v | 7. By Yulleka © .. 2] ..
7. By the Yella Pally. 9| . : i
8. Menakada 25 1 s 29 ' Total...] 154 | 158 751

9. Neur Moiden Yaully | 38 4! 209
Totel ... {1,195 | B64] 705

Baddake PaL ok

R

ey : e , e .. Head Assistant Collector. 5o



Joixt Magrstraty’s OrrFIcE oN- Crreorr
3 CANNANORE, 6th October 1847,

From
' R CHATI’IELD ESQ SRR
” o Joint Magistrate ofﬂ[alabar I
To - o
HV. CONOLLY I‘SQ "o N
]‘[a_}léﬂ ale of Malabm L ea
Siz, o o

I have the honor to forward, fur your peruaal certam deposxtmns
taken from some inhabitants of the Reebee’s Island of Androt, by which
you will be made acquainted with _one of the mostrbrutal - cases of
- oppression, and death in consequeme thcreof that I ever remember to
have met with. '

I am at aloss what further steps to'take in this matter as the offenders
aro servants’of the Beebec of Cannanore ; it is distressing to think that
such criminals should ese ape ewcmplary ‘punishment, and I hope the
Government will authorise their being brought beforo a tribunal where

they will meet with punishment, which,: howcver _great, must be ’eqs

than their offences deserve.

I havo removed. to Tellicherry all the witnesses in t}ns case to avmd
_their being molested or tfampered with, as the poor creatures are
“extremely timid and simple, and seem to hold truth in more respect

- than the more civilised nutives of the coast. : :

- Ifany ommaunication could bo made with Mr. Robmson for taking
evidence on the spot it would be highly advisable. 1 attempted to
obtain a boat for the conveyance of a letter to that gentloman, but h'we
been unablo to succeed in ry object, and we must expect steps to be’

taken to remove the witnesscs and eonfuse the evidence with a view to-

prevent the capture or conviction of the prmcxpal pffenders (who are
- now m tho 1sland) > : {é :

' . Ihave, &E, ,
: (Sigued)  R. CHATFIELD,

Juint Magistrats. 11

+7 From . !

H V COVOLLY EqQ, 3k i
T Maqwtmtc of Malabar,
N R (Jll iX’I.’F‘HuLD ESQ, : ~
w,g'u o Joint Ma‘]wtmie, O’amumorp

'.iijq

7 6ith Oetober 1847,

gfh ’)cf(rbe;

P :'OAIICU
No 160" S

* T-will translate the documents submltted w'fh ycur letter of the (nh.

~instant and send them to Mangalors, with a request to Mr. Blane to:

forward them by the earliest «pportunity to the v:Lmd rnere :

- Mr. Robmson 18 likely by this time to be.

Mr. Robmson has not improbably heard somet Arng"éf +hi°s ep“m‘e:sisc :

- and brutal conduct of the Beebee’s Kariastan during his residence st :
" Andvot. It will be very desirable to hear from him if he has 80, What'

he has done- in consequence, or what he thinks best to do now. Here

~ will be litile difficutly in his getting back to Andx ot 1f newscazv trom - '

any of the other islands.
e 5 Ihwe, &(‘, i
(bwned) : H. V CO\TOLLY

maautrmr—x L

R A memr l"ta Ocmbea 1‘241.

No 1 615.
’ FI’OIil : e K
’ H V COI\OLLY ESQ, EATI
Maglstrate ﬂfMalabm, L
VV ROBINRON, Esq., - s
RS Actuzy Head Asszstant of Mahzbar
: SIP ‘

-1 have the honor to forward papers: which relate io a crf”l b{“’u cf o
* From Joint Magis- oppression said tohave taken place sométime age: .
“trate, Tellicherry, dated abt Androt. -In the uucertmnty whether you ‘i"m.» -

“To Joinb Magistrate, Peard. any thmg of it in your late sojourn at that

- eltickerry, dated 9%h island and taken any steps in -consequence, I
y Ogtobcr 1847. : :

do mot ‘exactly know what to suggest; I-leave .

G the ‘maiter, tlmrefpre, tor your own judgment as remarked in my y letter
g to M, Chatﬁeld Itis clnar that, presummg the case to be ag repre-



e 01 that on tue ccan

. :;,,Viss;

senteﬁ it is wry dwuable to 'brmg the guilty parties to justice.. I
doubt not that they are amonable to a British Court of Justico, and that-
the Government would wish the trial to take place before ﬂ‘ﬁ Sessions
bourt ;of thcub or Tellicherry. - ‘ :

11 uave, &c‘ sl

(blgned) II V LOI\ OLLY,
Mugzctmte

'eq‘

Cavicut, 26th Junuary 1848,
© From ' . SO ‘b

WL ROBINSO\* Ese., ,

N - Atrting J Head Assistant Magmtmte, : 5
BN 'H V (/ONOLT;Y Esq,, : DR s
S Haqnlratp qf Malabm

Sm, ' ‘

1 have tha honor to acknowledge the rccelpt of. your letter vof the
]"th October last, with enclosures, and beg now to submit the record of
the furthor local inquiry made by we under your direction. *

* The circumstances of the case are simply thcqo On the 9th of ’\Ie&om
e (17th April) last the {Nland of Androt was entirely
8 jmiii ,,;L;If‘ hanie +laid waste by the hurricanc. The disaster was
*'a fow days in advance - gurly reported to the Pandaram of Arkal (the local
pame for the Besbee’s government), when about

o 400 moodahs of rice were despatched to the island to be sold to the people

~for coir at the monopnly price which has for some ycars been established
: on the islands, 4.e., six maunds of coir of the value of 5 or 6 rupees per
tnoodah of rice. The rice was placed as usual in the hands of the Karya-
ars and Acconntants and some of the principal inhabitants, for distri-
* bution. 1% soon beeame sufficiently evident that there must be a famine
“during the monsoon on the istand, and much irregularity occurrcd in
regard to "h:s rice; those who most needed it got little of it even at
* the price. 'The vice was housed in an open shed, the Arkal godown, as
almost all the houses on the island. had been destroyed by the hurricane.
Shortly after boing plac\ad there three moodahs. of rice disappeared.
“FEmboezalement was at first suspected, the Nadpals (Beebec’s peons)
were cxumined, and many houses searched without success. - About
V oight days subsequently the principal’ Karyakars, &c., determined b
pm‘ all persons who. might be suspected to the ordeal. Thekmaveel

. Knssim Koyah prepared the usual test, and some 15 or 20 individuak

ate of the br(.ad One of the tlm,ves, Rajab Kutty, confe sed a’n‘f

- "'\k i

:3mphcated Moossz» Pokor as s lwcompnw They were ordered to
“bring back the rico which they did, anda ﬁne of dotble tho amounh.‘;\

stolen was imposed in addition. TBesides this the Karyakars detcrmmed
toput into pmatlce s custom of the islands lumlly termed Cowrachy.® .
Cowrachy i is put in forco, gcneml ly for offences against the Pa.ndar‘am HiE

.and some other heinous crimes are punished in the same way.. The '
‘house of the offender is suddenly - visited },y & mob headed’ by the
; Nadpals of tho Beebee, and every thing, to the ornaments on" the *
“persons of females and the household utcmlls ‘are carried off.  The *
“trees standing on their propprty are aina conﬁscated to the prnatt,-' H
~account of the Beebee. . g

.In this caseit will be seen that the twvo hou@m of Beyata Pera and
Uluv11 Pera wero visited by a large body of men headed by Naapals amd

“a younger member of the Karyakar’s family.  The pmsoners .who were
“the only males of the families were prevented from accompanying these'

parties, lest they should manage to secrcte anything. ~In Uluvil Pera
at the time of the visit were Ajjima“Semubu, Moossa Poker’s wife, and .
Temacha (the former and latter were examined before the Joint Méw‘is‘-u,

trate) ; Semabu was at the time still confined to her cot, having betn’f?

~ brought to bed only a week prior—the fomalos were turncd out of the

house and stripped of the jewels, &c., on their persons ab the hands

‘of men, while others entered the houm and collected every thing-it

contained. The indignity of this procecding was naturally sorely felt,
and there scems to have been as much roughness used as might be
expected at the hands of such people. T inspected the jewels :md found -
that several of the bangles had been cut with & knife and otherwisa
wrenched and broken in str ipping them off. . But the worst Teaturs: of,g”

“the business is the rousing § Semabn, then'in a slckly stabe frﬂm hcr cot
‘end exposing hér before the 40 days’ seclusion were over. -
. It was at this juncturo that the child, her newly-born infant; is sald-‘ :
“to have fallen or been pushed ont of her arms.- This being a point of
‘much importance, occupied my particular attention. All the evidence ~
T obtained on this point is such as appears in the deposition of

Semabu, the mother, while a few others depose to having heard that -

this was the proxxmatc cause of its death, which very shortly ensued.
The child it seems fell sick about this time, pined away under dysentery, -
~and died the tenth or twelfth day after the cccurrence.  There were no

-marks about the body; and if it did fall it may be doubted Wﬂefhei
tho fall caused the disease of which ‘it finally died. I should be : \“

afraid, considering the wretc‘hed state of famine Wluch abaub this tlme

* The word in \Ialaya.lrm mesnd ruuoury ‘with vic aYenee. aud i3 ased xndxecnminately S

by the islandery mt.h mfurﬂnca to these wholesa.e conﬁscatm“s anﬂ tlw plnndenng of -
f'pu'ates G e L L - ;




xxsted e tbe 131:1:1&, to attubute tho death tc the: fall.

. became acquainted with all the circumstances of the case, but heard

~nothing of the alleged murder till the question had been raised’dn the
. coast; nor can I find that my peons keard this version of the wmatter, =
. although we were for weeks on the island. My own impression is
o ,certmnly that the death occurred from natural canses consequent on -

the wretched state of the island, and that the circumstance has. been
- “made a convenience of in exagger atmﬂ' a proceeding of & most irregular
+ and rcpnucnsﬁﬂe nature, which was conaucted there is every.reason
- o believe, with little gentleness; delicacy or. consideration. I must at
. the same timo admit that a different opinion may be formed, and that
* the persons who committed the act must bnar the disadv: cmt’ago of such
“an infercuce. - i S o
Tu Br\yata. Para there WEre, Moossa POLF“‘S aged mother (since dead) )
- and father; the depomt:on of the latter, a very old and sickly man, will
- be found on the record now submiited. . Kvery thing in the house was
*siroilarly © Cowrachded,” and Lis mother'’s ‘person stripped of her orna-
“-ments. - Moossa Poker was not present at the time, his aged parents
were therc alone. I examined the old man and Moossa Poker, and the sy
. both atlribute the old woman’s death to the fright she then got. = She

. 18 said from that time to have. pined: away gradually and  died within-

- ‘one month, I must repeat my impression that with regard to this also
w1 t]:mL ‘{hat “the death occurr ed from other causes than frighit ; but
 must wdullt ‘that' rough treatment must have seriously affected the
- hésalth of one so frail and aged.  Moosss Poker personally represented
" the circumstances of the case to me on my first arrival, when he did

_not .mention this matter.” I observe, ‘however, from allusions in “the.

 papers forwarded to me, that a private letter which hiad passed between
"‘members of the family has been filed before the Joint Magistrate ; from
_ihis probably ‘may be gathered whether the fumily rcally entertained
- tho belief now asserted relative to the proximate eause of the -old
- woman’s sickening from the fivst, or whother a fortuitous ciren mbtance
~ ‘has been made use of to agoT avate a serious 0’rlmfam:e
Moossa Poker and I{ajab Kautty wers - both retained gome the in
o uqtei;ﬂ), but the difficilty of obtaining food was so great that it became
" pecessary to release them. In the mcuntzme most of. their fumilies
*‘were compelled to leave the 1sl'md in a starvmg state. Pcrmlsmn to
macbomnany fhem was thhhp"d Gt

: .M5 I‘x:‘t‘ﬂl’)l%, i
- ‘show that the deaths during. those two dreﬁfrl mcnfhs from dysentery,
- famine, and dropsy- excceded 200, and a very Iargc portion  of tho
 deceased were fomales and. children of tonder age. The very fact that
f '{yla]umst the whole farnily, men, Womcn, and childron, were' consnr.mwd to -
- gtart during 'the - monsoon fnr tho coast in small open rowing boats
shows that this unily were among the severest sufferers. I early

was. brou:rht to my. no
interfere du‘ef‘ﬂy 1 hstvne&f‘amfuny toall T was told, but comp?fu
~ ' end diseatisfaction were so géneral here as elsewhere, that T wes afrui
. of showing ‘the p*u'*mulax interest- which ‘minute questioning always
- implies.” T however, on this, as on muny other cases, spoke strongly to .
- Koyuh Kuﬁty the Beebec’s Agent then with me; directing him to settle -
i, or. otherwise I should- be compelled to interfere. . I desired him .

to réturn all the property to tho parties, and wo agreed that a fine which

- had salrcady been imposed by the decision of the principal mhabltqntq;
~~of double the amount’ stolen, would suffice.” This punishment was~
-+ slight, but there were many extenuating circumstances, and the whole
proceeding had been so reprehensible on the part of the Pandaram -

that I thought that the confinement and other annoyame already
endured, enhanced the punishment greatly. The jewels,” &c., were
returned with my knowledge, and I was told by the Kariastan Koyah

o hutty that a fine of the amount agreed on had been imposed. T heard
- nothing furthicr of the caxe till it was revived by your letter of the 12th
= October last.  When I returned to Androt to make full local inquiry -

~ people wereall prepared. Half the inhabitants ofthe islands were probably =
"/ present at the “ Cou raf'kz/,” but they, afraid of being treated as “aiders .

" .and abettors, would not give evidence.  The further i mqmry institated
P under your orders has led me to form a somewhat more unfavorable’

- inpression of the *“ Cuwrachy ” part of the matter than I did at first, and
. Tregret to be obliged to confess that T was mmled agto the final settle- -
©. ment. T had supposed that the Kariastan had, as recommended by me,

'+ fixed the finc al six moodahs of rice, value about 12 rupees, but find on
© inquiry that he had enhanced this by enforcing a further fine of 53

 moodahs of rice, which he commuted into a compulsory payment in coir

- at the monopoly price of six maunds per moodah, thereby imposing a =
- further fine of 25 to 30 rupees. T am explicit on all matters that the

~ " whole case may be beforc you, and in explanation must remind yon of

~ the anomalous position in which I stood ;for I can assure yon that, had

T not resolutely refused to interfere in the internal matters of the island,
ST should have been overwhelmed : g0 gleat is the discontent.

~% The only thing takenin the f‘,Cou?a.chy which was not retum(d bv

- the Kariastan was some wood taken from these houses.  This has been :

. embezzled by the Karyakar Cheyah Mulanjes Row, &c., who was at the’

o otime buildino & boat. - Tn evidence ib-would appear to have been sold.

- This to my certain knowledge 18 a story. trumped up Iong subsequent”

- to the matter having bLoen first ‘brought under my notice. The I&,ary’x- .

karic a man.of. mﬂucnce and wealth on the island, .

i * With reforence to the eonduct of the Karlastam Che ah Mulan j co Row, i;
' Hussan Kutty Mulanjee Baw &c Ithmk that tbev on)y pat mto cxea




w}mh )ou will nbserw
2 the tiaryakaré without repre
e he'mon . They consxdpred this & case whi alled for the measure; as i
. quasi- -State offence. - The system is at fanlt, not the: persons, except ir
~ “s0 far asthe subordinates scem to have acted in an especially chjection.
- .ble way in this matter. I may mention that the Becbee’s Kariastar
- who accompanied accorded his dlbhn('t approval of theu' conduct whcx
I prkU to him of the caso, » :

. The general matter of the admmlstratmn of pubhc Justlce and pohce
“ on these islands I reserve for another place.  As-repocts this case ]
. ‘must express an opinion that the two deaths in question cannot be
~:att11bufed entirely to the causes stated. That a * Cowrachy * actually
“took place with- many of its obJeCulonﬁble features cannot be denied, bu
it ‘must be remembered that « Cowr achj " is a species of wild, irregnlar,
. retaliative justice which has obtained in the Beebee’s administration of
' the police of the islands. It would, therefors, not be possible to bring
“the I&arxastans of the Deebee to justice on ang - direct charge in. thc

~ matter. .
o B 1 have, &c:, :
~ (Signed)  W.ROBINSON, o
SERINEN X At{mg Haad .45%3!(1.116 Ma]:gi;ate,
e SR CALICUT 2tth JanuarJ 1848.
St Nems -

H V. CONOLLY EQQ, Ll
S Maqzstratc Malabar,'

R CHATFIELD I’RQ, ; :
- Joint Magistrate, Car.nanorc :

* Sn‘, « ‘ '
W'lfh reference to the borrmpondcnce noted in the marvm Ihave the
 From Joint Magistrate, bonor to forward a report* from Mr. Robinson on
‘dafl‘, dgth Oe:‘(;ber 1847, the subject of the aggravated assault to which
datal 9:}?8&0‘.?5;%2;6’, “certain people of the islund of Androt were sub-
’ : h})m% 26th mﬂtaxi}t Jccted by some of the Beebee’s people. I shall
g ,;Eumi“‘é‘) omres (0 B2 %6 glad o be favored with your sentxmcnts regard-

ing tho matter
o I}mm &c, s
(S ' nd) H V CONOLLY
: e Magwtmte.

7 JSm

‘me \IAGrs'rm'rb 8 OFFIbE,
T}: Lxczxmm, 1@ kbrz;m i1 1848.

From - D
R CBATFIELD E«Q, :
L i Jomt Zfagcsfr«ue ofﬁfzzlabar,
"I‘oi' _
ron H V' CO‘\OLLY ESQ, ‘
- ,M(zgzsh ate of M'alal ar.

I have the honor to {»Lknowlpdge thP recelpt of },our 1etter, under
- dato the 27th ultimo, forwarding a report* of -

. i
Herowith eturned Mr. Robinson’s on the subject of an aggravated

, amvuﬂh in the island of Androt, an,d calling for my senhments on - the
'. “subject. : o

Mr. Robinsen’s ropm‘t confirms so much. of the statement% m'xde‘
hefors me by the unfortunate complainants that it would be superfluous.
to enter intc a discussion on disputable points. Taking Mr. Robinson’s
report as thy ground work for a few remarks, { have to observe that the

- rice was sold at famine prices, and the ““ utmost rascality ” practised in
. the disposal of it. In consequence of this price and rascality a couple

of youths, to save the lives of their relatives, committed the dreadful

- onormity of tah.mn' ‘what they could not purchase, and what, says the -

mother, they must all bave porished hopelessly without. For this crime -
the whole {amily is mulct in a preéposterous fine, the femaleg treated.
with ignominity and brutality, and an infant, if not killed assisted by a
fall from its mother’s srms, towards that death whither wretchedness .

- and famine might possibly have otherwise prematurely hurried it. The
; ‘plundormo of these poor islanders seems to have been conducted under

the somblance of a form which the worst mls—oovernment could alone‘

" patronize, #nd the harshest of all tyrannies alone practise:

_Mr. Robinson' does not produee to my mind any evidence to show

* that the infant died a natural death, Whercas the opnosxte conclusion of
' its relatives has cvery thing in. its favor, without supposing the event 7
- was seized upon merely with a view to aggravate the general charge ;

but whether the child died in consequence of its fall or in consequence
of dysentery, and whether the old woman expired of fright, starvation, or

age, the proceedmﬂ‘ from first to last is one of a most smkemng nature ;
and as a reourrence is not impossible where the ¢ Cowrachy ” exists,

;is to e haped, if the culprits are now beyond.the reach of civilized
,W, that tho present case may bave some influence in effecting a radi- .
,al changs on thc adxmmz,tratxon of justice throughout’ the islands,
g S , vooo o Thavey, &e.y o 70T
forl bR (sxgnuz) R CHA.TFIELD
: . Joint Magistrate.
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e H V C‘ONOLLY F\Q, 2

0 £ Ma_/wtmtﬂ 0] “«dabar o

‘R CHA’I‘FJELD Esq, = =~ - S
: Jomt Mag s[ra/e Telluherry

‘bm
- T have the honor to acknowledge the rerexpt of your letter of the. 1st

instant on the sub_]ect of Mr Robmcon s rtport on & ¢aso of twsau]t in
2 Androt. “ :
- 'The point on which T es peclall \nqh for your opmxon is whethor it
_is-desirable to prosccute the matter criminally, or be content with
“obtaining for the sufferers in the assault such compensation as‘can now
be aﬂ'orded “In the former case the Government must be. moved to
ide'-u]c by what Court the offence should he tried. . X
It is'in intention to propose such steps as will m’nro&uce a qy=tem
‘ of justice into the Laccadive Tslands and pm,vbnt a tecurrence of similar
i barbarities. T make this referenco to you as you are necessarily better
“acquainted, from personal i inquiry, with the merits of the case than my-
“iself. 'But.I think your natural indignation has led you somewhat ‘Zo
~ overlook ‘the' fault which -led to the outrage complained of thhout
. attempting to defend the heartless conduct of the Beobee’s people. -
- ¢annob think - that the relatives of the parties who' complmn to us vere

justified in their abstraction of the Beebee’s rice, Much is to be said,
.. You. call the two who  no  doubt, in alleviation for “men" ‘who steal - f'ood’

“.stole here youths, Mr.
* Rebinson tells me ono  Under the impulse of hunger, but their stealing is

‘- was 40 yoarsof age. .+ yot a fault, and one that Would be ‘more or less

~punished by any authomby e
The great aggravation of the assault in the present mstance seems to'
‘me to consist in its having involved the innocent, or'the compara-
nvely innocent, the women Who merely partook of the stolen food, in the
¢ pun1=hment aimed at the guilty ; and even this, abominable as it Justly is

in our eye%, is pnly an abuse of authority common among all natxve powerq

I have, &c., " H
; (Sngncd) H v. CONOLLY
R M. 7
: I be'r to attract your attentxon to the sug estlon thrrzjw:'?‘grl:t 1
Mr. Robmsons report that much licht may be thrown'on the vie
- which was originally taken by the sufxere*% tI*Pmsplves of the amount:;
_m.]ury inflicted on them by a reference 6 +‘h9 lettor « between mcmbo
of the f.umly ﬁle& .bc,fore you R
& i (bwned) H V CON()LLY
. £ j 5 jfamctmtm

Sm, ;

‘ preacmptxon in support of their proceedings.

~plunder of goods aud

. Jorxt MacigrraTe’s OFFICE,
TELLICHERRY ch Te’ru;&ry 1818

; TF}'D qu, 5

e RQCH’A -
T Joint Magt tmte of Malabar,

: YH. V. CONOLLY, Bsq, L E et e
: Maﬂstmte ofﬂ[alabar ‘ 5 V' R -

".’ :

I.havo the honor o ncknowledge the rccelpt of your letteu unde; :

,:dute the 5t} instant, and, in reply, to state thaf since Mr. ‘Robinson;

after an inquiry on the spot, concludes that the commission of & muarder

~canmnot be substantiated, and that ¢he barbarous assault was perpetrated b

~when the island authorities were executing a process considered legal,
or at least customary, I do not see what use it would be to proceed

who could dispate your jurisdiction and plead
It may-be enough to

e m1qmtles by an- 9lferat10n in iho

‘eriminally against parties

guard against the recurrence of futur

~law and the parties who administer it.

The lobter you and Mr. Robinson aliude to spoka, ulunk 04' the; :
the detention under surveillance of part of the .

complaindnt’s family, and L thought all the parties. examined before me -

looked upon themsclves as deeply grieved, and not likely to co
“Cowrachy ”’ as u legitimate, or at least plemsant Way of detecmng ;

‘thieves and remuncrating losses. -
1 saw the complainant yesterday, and sho mforms me that moef of the .

property taken from them has been rostored, and I have to-day wxxt*en* :
to the Beebee to hasten the delivery of the 1emamder ,

‘ < -1 have, &e.,

e (S1gned) ‘ R (‘HATFIDLD :

e < Jomt Magusimte. SR

: Momomnaum Iy iy F. I, Oroxier, Esq., on ihe Raport from Mr. Pobmson ‘

- on e Laccadive Islands under the Pulﬂ of the Beebee of Cannanore.
"1, The origin of this report was a- complamt arzee to tho Collector’
of Mal.xbmr against the fiscal and judicial maladministration in tho=e‘
15‘&11(13 under the Beebee’s immediate and sole control. : HOwUL
"9, After a brief, ‘strong, cncomium upon the zeal and abzhty dx‘.-‘f
phved by his Assistant, Mr. Robmson, in the investigation, Mr. Conolly-
. proceeds to say that up to the porlod of T;ppoo 8 successful invasion the
wholo gmup was in the Baebee’s hands. - From the period of Tippoo's:
fall cer h'u xour xsxandu have beﬁn attached to the (xovemmnnt territory,

osider the:



Yo Robmsunq mport

e poverty, and humility.

o Mr Ro‘m.mons

s

" whilst five islands also specified, and up to the last year Well pcop]e

~and well oultwated ‘are still in the Beebee’s possession. = ...
-8, The I)IOapErltj and population of two of the Beebes’s isk mds wa

ey greaﬂ) veduced by a storm of last year, that of the remammg island

' 18 estimated at about 2,000 and 1,600 inhabitants respectively.. A ver
e _superior coir, valuanle hehenes, cowries, holothuua, and tortoxse shell
. form the staple produce. -
oA “The natural adv&ntagcq of “the 1slands are great, aud yet th
o mhabxtants are miserably poor, dispirited and dxqcontented—-—tho fesul
: of oppubsmn and exaction. ~ Their products are dxsadvautageousl
Paras) 189, 181 of Mr, monopohsed and the only return-granted rice ¢
an inferior description. The punishment fo
k mfrmrvemen'b of rc"ulauons is most severe; fees for hberty of employmen
- and trade, such as fishing, pilotage, &e. .5 Are exorbxtanb fmd all loca
3 ?ppomtmentq are bought and sold. S
" The Beehee's power as merchant and s qoverelgn is most i m;unous t«
- the interests of ‘the people—a power despotic, mercenary, oppressive
- unfetiered, and unchecked by legal or. other restraint, -comprising
“exclusive right to trade, monopoly of produce and necessary tmport

‘ regulator of pmccs and sole advancer (in grain alone) on credit. - Th

o consequence is described as universal debt and state of abject distress
5. Such is the present fiscal state. e v :
-6 The Judmal system is said to be equally bad and more dxsastrous
- parties of mno character or weight holding al
positions of justice and of trust, profit- bemg the

5 Parurrraph 208,

chief or only aim in fixing the awards ; money payments liquidate the
’ Vl‘most hexnous «crimes, and by which both the Beebee and her loca

officers profit according to the cmne committe
and amount of payment made; one ascertainec
S and reported case is instanced for theft—tho property of the Beebee ; the
 Mr. Chatfield’s re. Orders were so barbarously and mdlscnmm'xte])
~port_and para; 210 of carried out as to injure the innocent; and - to be
- the probable causo of death aua this is x'epresentsec

) I’aragraph ..10

R as 10 uncommon or selected ease.

So bad in short is the present aspect of. aﬂ'mrs in the Laccadwe‘
- that, but'for the mixed feeling of hope and fem
: . towards the British Government, open Tebellior

at the present moment would be manifest, as occturcd in- 1781 anc

Paraﬂmyh 25" .

e 1784 i in Armeric and ifs three dependencies. -

The Beebee is said to have lost much power, her taxes and monopohe,
" are evaded, and Government aid is songht toward:
- the support of ex1stmg and recovery of her 1091

Para.grapbzlz.»v t
e mﬁucnce

S M Conolly has exmun"d tho ﬁmhty of tlus expectatmn, ‘and ven-

" tured t6 hint a total relmqm.,hmcnt of her nght of governmenmor some:

“agreed upon equivalent ; pride or & point of honor is stated as the chief -

obstacle to an. armn«rcment ‘.\hwh (xovemment m’terference ahme cau

' “'This appears the. only courqe now left ope Tl The Beebeo’ promxses o

Joof amendment and reform have only been made to be breken, her -

~ denials of oppression and wrong have been dmpxoved and her means

i even “were wanting if the intention existed of govermng npon. ‘sound’

: ‘' principle. The whole fiscal :md pohce syntam mast in short be ohanged

and remodelled;

- The official records show that in 1194 Dot only the Governments of E

" 8ee Governor-Gene. India but elso the Court of Directors were fally

. T;Li,”;ﬁﬁ"c‘i‘ﬁfs 7;;)5’ alive to the evil, and semou:ly contemplated L

i proval, 1797. remed_, 4

ln 1793 an agrcement appears to have been made, l}gt’f not ratified

or carried out, to the effect that the Beebee’s

o entire pnsqeaswns on the Laccadives were to ba :

s quueg*erpd to Government ; again in 1797, after much trouble and sub-

- terfuge, a sceond treaty was agreed to by the Beebee,  that, provided -

= _certain monopolnes were reserved to her, the- ‘Government might
*".appbint whomsocever they thought fit to administer justice, &

Tho pohtlml aspect of the world af the time—avar with I rance, &e—

appears alone to have prevented 50" desmable

an cnd., o : : e

: Beyond the fiscal and Judl(.ld,l eh»mge, 1t is’ not now proposed to:

o interfers with tho Beebee’s position as propnemry or pnva’co landlord,

“ an-with her present pOaSC‘!“lOﬂS en the coast so her own arrangemcnts

" for leasing or du*%r,mg her pnvata property 3.1 the lslzmds will be.

" established.
: Much prwato proport" is cn;oyed on tLﬂ L,lands, and the proprxetavy_
right seems clearly understood.” Over this the .

?1ra"raph 239.

Paragraphs 245, 246~

k4

Paragmph 128.

' Paragraph 185. * . Beebee has no fennom claim; the pmnmpal inhabi-
- “tants aro’of hlgh caste ancestry, mdependent and p'xtnarchal m the1r :
o habits. ' :

- 8o late as the. mlddie of the last cepturv trade wag froe and unfet-
" tered, and the total abolition of her monopoly in coir in 1793 was
. ordered by the Governor-General and ‘approved of by the Court of
o v Dnoctors a commnnication to that oﬁ'e\.t was made to the Beebee in 1795,
,11 the same ymr (1795) an officer was deputed. by the Government
" ¥r. Beutley of mo' to inspeet, survey, and report upon ‘the ‘state of’

L F“gmeers " “the’ 1slan&s i the’ upyreasea and miserablo stata
oo Perageah ML of the people was: strongly. roprcscnted by ’\Ir.“_‘
it Bcnt}ey and their annet) for. British, mtnrforennc. i oy




e

]:rom the forcgomo‘ 1t Would therefore, appear that ‘the local oﬁice]"
’ < of - the present and former times strongly advo.
; “cate annexation.  Former Governmcnt% consented
: Yand it wonld appear now to be a fitting, if not a necessary, occasion fo
' hmm—.xphs 245, 316, - deeided -measures—a proceeding which humanity
A would strongly urge, and a pecunmry vxew no!
R : - disconrage. s
. The’ perﬂwcnng offorts of - the Bechee’s ftmuly to recover tho foul
e wland-s nsurped, as stated by Tippoo, and ceded to the Governniént at
" his fall, added to the known parsimonions aggrandizing nature of the
- Mopillah character, would lead to the conclusion that these possessions
" were far more profitable than acknowlédged, and- that other and more
Wexghty reasons than family pride digtated those appeals. :

I’aragmrh 242

The clemencu of the Court of Directors sanctioned a “right” con-
Courts Despatch, sidered by tho Local Gevernment and anthorities
duted 1866, forfeited in '1792—a right onlv acquired *after

Secretary 1o Govern- Hyder’s invasion and seizure of all the Cherikul
ment’ alctter datod 1804,
.and Board's Proceed.  1tajah’s pmperty up fo which time tribute was
ings 1822, . paid by the Beebeo to the Cherikul i“mﬂy 3

The details of fatpre arrangements are deferred, but no- real dxﬁi-
.- culties arc by Mr. Conolly anticipated. The Becbee pays 10,000 ru‘peei
"a year to (fovernment, prosumed to be half the net profits ; this 10,000
f-* it i propo‘zed to relinquish and allow_other 10,000, taking in exchange
\ the - iskand revenues, which, under a fair and
( encouragmg system, it is cakulated wﬂl prove even
in 8 pecuniary pomt of view, advantageous s . o
© . QOther uninhabited islands of the Laccadive group ar@descrxbed to
 be capablo of successful occupation and extended culture, and thither
some of the sufferers, by the late qtorm have been already by Mr
~Robinson located. S :
"~ Tho terrible dxqtrca,s exnstm;z in two of the Bebbees lslands has been

S Paravmph 251,

" entered into with painful detail by Mr. Robinson. ' The loss of life and

" property resulting, as stated in a marginal note to Mr. Conolly’s letter,
“ may lessen  the amount of money payment orlgmzmlly proposed in
. exchange for the Beebee’s possessxons. LA : R

- o [ ———

MNUTE BY THE RI(:H’I‘ Hoxonmm THE. Govmxron

I have read not only Mr. Crozier’s Memorandum, but ths whole of

' Mr. Conolly’s and Mr. Robinson’s detailed and interesting reports.

“ 1do not think that it is-anywhere concluswely shown ‘that the
: Becbee ot C ,nmanuw hqu evor cons evltpd to trans r tho xsla.nda she stﬂl

possesneq to the Brmm lﬂw(mment I coxmder thc a.rmlmr*nt%
;, adduced by the Bombay Government in their correspondence with the

C0n1m1a=10ners to be futile. s to &g xablwhmg our right to claim the &

: fu'h‘Lment of any sich agreement, especially in the absence of the * Origi-

nal Treaty, ” which is stated to have been dra Wi up in Pcrsmn and to

~ have boen signed by the Beebee.

- It ﬁ:wei’ow seems to me o be qmte p}am that the ﬁrst step tawards

B any such arrangemont {suppesing it may be otherwisc deemed advisable)

will B3 to obtain the Becbee’s consent;; but judging from these papers, I -

- do not see the smallest chance of thun being willingly. granted. Talso

_ presume that this Government could ‘ot enter on any negotiation with
the Beebee for the attainment of that objeet without the sanction of tho -

- Government of India or possibly that of the Home Authorities.

The next question to be considered ig the proposed pecuniary stipu- -
“lations, and I confess that I sce noﬂ;mg in these papers to lead me to.
- suppose that Mr. Couolly’s plan of giving up our admitted claim to &
. tribute of Rupees 10,000 per annum, and adding as mnch more as the .
price of the (to be ceded) islands, is likely to be pubhcly ddmnmgcau:,
“ab all events for o series of years. ‘

T think there is ample proof in these papers t]mf the, inhabitants of
the Beebee's island have the moans of asserting their righs, and that to
‘a certain degree they do so. . In saying this, T ani far from wishing to.
extenuate the mismanagement which is shown to exist, but in the case of -

¢ Cowrachy ”” or confiscation of property, which forms the concluding -

portxon of the Appendices to Mr. Robinson’s report, I can perceive no

illegality that is not common in all independent Native States.. In the - Y

Mahratta (Paishwas) Government it was much worse.  There if a man -
had & claim, good or bad, against another, and could not obtain

" redress, he had recourse to burning the stacks of a third person, aflixing
" toa tree or bush at hand the name of his supposed injurer, whose pro-
* perty was forthwith seized and confiscated, whils the incendiary was
o alIOWed to remain unmolested.. Man; i instances of this kind came before
" ‘me afier the conquest of the-Deckan, and not only the incendiaries, but

~ the poaple of all classes were surprised to find that our measures were
directed to the punishmont of the proper criminals. These cases—of
which I speak from per"onal knowledge—will show that wo cannot

- safely draw ary comparisons bctween our own proredure and that of

- Nativo States.

1 do not anderstand the prmcxple on which the Joint N’agxshmte of -
Malabur appears to have thought it posmble that a case of “Cow- -
“*rachy”’ » .or “official plander ” occurring in one of the Beebeo’s islands

 could be investigated in oar Courts, but I am glad tosee that the inter-’

- ference of our officers (whether strictly allowable or not) has had tho

o eﬂec.. of ameho*atmv‘ the swenty of the pumshmcnt. S B




As we a]ready iinld"yé.‘p\érb of the group of islands, and have ncces-

‘” samly some establishments on them, I infer that the same (mth, perhaps,
:f’,'atmﬂuw mcrease) would’ <uthw for the whole.: Mhis and all other ques-
' tions connected with the reverue will be best pronounced on by the.
- Board of Revenne, to “hom the paperi had betttr be sent ior theu»
comlderatxon. : P f
T Should their opnnon ‘be in favor of the .mangemenﬁ suﬂgecwd byk
- Messrs. Conolly and Robinson, an apphcatlon can  be made to tho .
= 'Government of India for its sanction to proposing to (or requiring from) ,

o the Beebee of Cannanore the cession of her mlands on such terms as’ ma.y
. be canmder«.d fair and just to ber interests. :

IIE\TRY POTTH\ GFR

| "I.Q?tbbéé o5, 1818,

&

R VENUE DLFAPTMENT ;

F rtract from the llcnutcs af C’onsuli‘atmn unde: date the 105&
* November 1848, No. 1225. < .7 Cu

Rc.,ul lettu from the Collector of Malabar, dated 231-& J une 1848
Seot T No 19, T

f-?;‘i- under dato the 15th April last, the Board of Revenue were called on to

. give their opinions on Mr. Robinson’s propositions for the manegement of -
. tho group of Laccadive Island belonging to the district of ‘Canara, and -
. he now resolves to transmit the further report furnished by Mr. Robin-

“'son through the Collector of Malabar respecting the general condition -

'+ and prospects of such of the Laccadive Islands as are in possession of

' the Boebee of Cannanore for their consideration, and in order that the

. Board of Revenue may afford the Government the beneﬁt of tbelr vwws
- ontho propositions it embraces. '

© ¢ 2. It does not appear to the Governor in Councll to be qmte clear that ,
- the Deebee has ever consented to transfer those islands to the British

o Government, or that she can be prev'uled upon, even now, to part with

g ﬁ\the'n ‘on’ the terms sun'gestcd nor.is ho satisfied that the pxopo.:ed '
. pecuniary stipulations of giving up an admitted claim to a tribute of -
. Rupees 10,000 per annum, with as much more as compensation for the .
© . islands to be ceded, is likely to be publicly advantageous, at least for™

“some years.to come, or that with the means the inhabitants of these

“ _islands have of asserting their rights, and of which they avail them-
. selves to a certain degree, the transfer on their account alone would bs

- The Right Honorable - the Governor in Council observes - that,

; >,;expedxeub The expenxe “of ‘managing ‘these ‘islands. nght ot be
.. grest, a8 the Government have already establishments for their own
;,._’ﬁlandq 'atmnhed to the Cunara District; this question “and all others
'~ connected with the revenue will be f'ully considered’ 'by the Board of.

Revenuo in ‘all then ‘bearings, and should their opinion be in favor
“. of the wrmnrrement suggested by Messrs. Conolly and RoLmson, thoy
will state the terms which they may consider. fair and just to the'
. interests of the Beebeo of Camnanora for obtauuno the transfer of the -
lslan('is L

In tho méantlme the Collector cf ‘\Ialabar Wl!l uro'e on tha b,

o Bcebee the neccessity of aiding the islanders who have suﬁered so much
-~ during the late disastrous seasons, as well as of redressing tho griev-
. ances of which they have already, complained, and he wﬂl intimate to
- her that tho Government will expect her to adopt such: measures in

communication with Mr. Conolly for the better management of thess

*~ islands as will provent future complaints of oppression on  the part
" _of ber agents, and obviate the authoritative mteri‘erence of thxs Govern~ .
5 ‘ment in bchalf of the mhabxtants : e

(ngned) _ H C. MO’\TTGOMERY
‘ Sec:etary ta G’oaernment

g

BEVEWE Dnumumr

Lftract from the l’mcaequs of the Board of Rcvmme dated 27:01 : f’
c - August 1849, No., 849.

‘Resd letter from tho Collector of Canara, under dﬂtﬁ 2/m Mmoh\

; T Cwsmat,m, ain 1848, forwarding copy of Mr. Robmeons‘rcpmu'
Jp Mey 1848, . of 22nd February 1848 upon the cffects of the
* hurricane of April 1847 upon tne Laccadwa Ialands auue"ed ‘to the
Canara District. ‘

, G’:Ier‘e enter No 28) ;
Reatl Extract Mmute: of Consnltation, 15th Aprxl 1848 commumcatmg

“ . a report, dated 7th February 1848, furnished throngh the Collector of =
.- Malabar by Mr. Robinson, relative to the offects of the same kurricane

: «upon those of the Laceadive Islands which are sabject to the Beebeo of ) :
:;,"Cannanore, and calhng for the views of the Board and of tho Coliec;or A
of Canara before paesmg final or&ers upon the subject :

, e . (Here cnter No. 3‘?2) : :
' an&d 1ebter from the Collectm' of Canars, under dafc&, "'Zth Mav 1818 :

T chqmum, 10th submitting = obsorvations upon. Mr, Robmuons
July 1845, - rcport sent to him with the abovc\ extract ’ i

(Here enter l\ 40)




_— Bu,bee of &.’%.ll!x :noTe.

Read Exclact I\Lnu*es of Consulmtmn, 10th \ovembex 1818 tran
' mitting, for the Bom‘d’s review, a further report of the 19tk May 18:
- Tespecting the, general condition, management, and prospects of tl

.+ Laccadive Islands in possession of the Lcebee of Cannanors, furm;she
S by Mr Robmbuu thruugh the Cailector of Malubar. SN

l’Hcre enter No. 1 225)

Raad F\ttx act “\f inutes of Consultﬂﬁon, nndbr date I‘Z)’rh February ]81‘
: forwurdmg for report, an address from the Beebee of Cannanore, tran:
< mitted through the Collector of Malabar, wherein she solicits tt
" . remission of half the peisheush for 15 years in consideration of the los
. sustained in her possessions in the Laécadives in consequence of th
storm of April 1847, 7 . SPRtEE
: : (Here enter No. 17 )

Read letter from the Collector of szara, dated 9th June 1848, sut
In Couﬂultatlou’ 93:4 mitting, for the special sanction of Gov ernment, &
July 1849. © .. . . account of expenses, amounting to Rnpccs 42:12.¢
“incurred on account of two peons deputed to the Amendevy Islands g

o the reqt.mtxon of Mr Robinson. e

(Here enter No 31)

Rwd let‘ber hom the Collector of Malabar, dated - 13th June 1849
-1 In Consaltution, 23rd _submitting, for the special sanction of Governmen!
L3y, * . g statement of the charges incurred in affording

‘, rehcf to the dlqtres=ea 1nhub1tants of the La.ccadwe Islands

(Herv enter No. 48.)

" Read Extract Mmutrq of Consultation, dated 4th ultlmo referrm g, fo
- the ‘early. consideration of the Board, aletter from the Collector o
- Malabar forwarding an address from the Beebee of Cannunore on th«
" smq;ect of a remission of half uf her tribute. o

‘(Here enter, No. 620. )

e Reac’i 1ei\“er tn the Collector of Nalabfu', 'd*sed 20{11 June 1849
-+ regquesting information as to, t;he relative posx tion of the Rajah anc

(Hez’e enter ’\To 1 366)

‘ Rnad letter from the \Jollector of' l\mlabar, datul 1bth Jul} 1849

o 1 In Coneanliation, 30&1 fuvnﬁhxmd the iuformation calied for in the above.

e J“‘Y 1848, ot ménhoned ktu.,l’ from the Boaxd dated °atl
N S B Ju281849

(Here eni’m \‘( 64)

‘ rise on the same day.

Para 1 The four papers rccardcd ‘at ‘ﬂxe head of these
 Proceedings relate to Lhe eﬁ'u,ts of the storm of 15thiand 16th April
. +1847 apon the Laccadive Islands, both’ those ‘belonging to the Honor-
- able Company and attached to the Canara District, and ‘those under the
government of the Beebee of - Cannanore, - and to the: ‘measures which :
" have been taken, or.remain to be taken, for the: rehef of the suﬂ'(.r(,ns
upon that occuswn : ,

2.°Tho hurricane which visited these 1s]ands in Aprxl 1847 is repre- : :
sented to have been of a violence unparalleled in the recollection or in

~the traditionary history of the group. It commenced on the 15th-
- April about 8 par from the E:N. E.; and seems to have moved in a
W.N.W. dircction between the lnéa.nd-s and the main land, a8 evinced -

by the circumstance of the line of islands. next the coast having .

~all been more or less injured, while the -outer islands were less

affccted in proportion to their distance from the continent. « Its
déstructive cffects were aggravated both ‘by its having occurred at the. '
season of spring tides, and by its having fallen upon. the islands on
their eastern or more exposcd sides. "The storm broke upon Kalponni, .

~ ono of the Beebee’s islands, at 8 P of the 15th, passed on to Androt, .
also belonging to the Beebee, which it reached between 12 and 2 ant.
of the 16th. It arrived ab the Company’s Island of Kiltan, and the

“last of the Laccadives severely affected by it at about an hour after sun- '

3 The Board will first notice its eﬁ'ects as regards tne Compzmy 3

_islands. Ofthese, the only one which hus suffered to any extent is Kiltan,

and the injury here sustained was mainly occasioned by the inundation,
the spring tide being about full when the storm reached it. The force
of the wind was less than-at the south-easterly islands of Kalpenni and

- Androt, probably in consequence of Kiltan lying to the westward of the - -

real course of the hurricane, and the consequences  were, thercfore, far -

-less disastrons, - 6,864 trees, mcludmg young trees and plants, have been
“lost; 21 dwelling houses, 38 out-hounses, 4 mosqles have been washed
‘ ‘down or destroyed;and some tanks and wells filled up. “The loss of lifo
has however, been amall, and, owmg both to the industrious character
: "fof the pwplu and the favorable outturn of tho yeat as to produce
= and prluﬂ all that was repalmble had - nlready been. repaired when
~Mr. Robinson visited the islands six months afterwards. Mr. Robinson
- hasrecommended an sdvance of 80.rupees, re-payable within ti«rec yoars,

_to & party whose boat was wrecked. = This recommendation, and one to
o similar effect in fuvor of an- mhabxtant of another island, has been
- afforded by the Collector. -1n the other of the Canara Islands—Chetlat e
kAmeny, and Kadamut—the loss sustained has been inconsiderable. The
: JBna;a wzll thercfore, pwcped to review the -condition of iho Beebees

20
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. Frofa Canara,

7 nlzmds bu{ Lhuy wxll first ads crt 68 féw pmnts connected with' thow
$7ih belonging to tho Company, which are noticed by

- "'March, in bu.xvultatwn My, Robingon in the coneludin aragraphs of‘ hm
11th May 1849, ; gP P :

 report of 22nd. Fc}uuary 1848,
"4, The nmspev ts of this portion of the Laccadive n'roup are stated to

:be encouraging.. It was visited by cholera in 1845, when many persons
: were carried ofl; but otherwise the islands have been “healthy, and

the seasons good since Mr. Robinson’s last visit at the commengement

- of that year. 'The outturn of the season of 1847, notwithstanding the
: ‘ hnrﬂcane was more favorable than had been experienced for 10 or 15-
years, and the exports, from Amendovy wore particularly, have mrtr(.l) ‘
“inereased.  With the exception of Kiltan, where a caso of poisoning,

which it was feared wasnot the only*one of the kind, had oceurred, the

- -good order of the islands have bu,n n.runtamed and crime was on the .
" decrease.

+ 5. In'48 and the followmg paragraphs of his report * Mr. Bobmcou

* 22ndFebruary 1848.
ing, among the parties who epgaged to cultivate

' them, the wasto lands which have hitherto been regarded as the property
- of Government. ' The arrangements appear to have been very proper. -
-~ “He has also, for reasons fully set forth in paragraphs 69 to 72,and in tho

.~ Justico of which the Board quite concur, recommended that o*Karani be,
i appointed to each of the four Canara Islands, who is to be permanently
‘ stationed upon his island, and, besides Lnepmrr all'the accounts, &e., con-
‘nected with it, will assist the resident peon in the performance of bis

_geueral ‘duties. The aggregate salary for the four Kuranies at first

. prepared to sanction for the purpose of raising the efficiency of the-

_proposed by Mr. Robinson was Rupees 87 per annum, or Rupees 18 -

above the amount of the pay of a single peon, which tho Government
(Exiract Minutes of Consultation, 12th April 1847,) expressed themselves

oftice.  Some further communication has, howwer, taken place between
him and the Colloctor, and the vesalt is a recommendation that the total
annual chargo for the Karanies be augmented to Rupees 126, involving,

after dedactwn of the sum paid to thc present Karani, a net increase of - ‘
Lupees 90 per annum, which, as remarked by Mr. Blane, is but a small
sum after all in comparison of the importance of the objects to be

attained. The Board beg to recommend the proposal for the favorable

- consideration of (zovernmvnh, and to adviso that the higher rates of
- salary, Rupeos 12¢; suggested b) the Collector be adopted, the paymem;
- a8 heretofore bemg mado, not in money but in rice. :

6, The practice of exacting sand cusser, or makmg a deducnon from
-the weight of the coir on its receipt at' Mangalore on account of sand,

- menbfme& in paragraph 76 of the r9p0r’r should be at once discontinned,

and thoe coir, if of the standard quality of its class, be taken at the -

L ‘(3 185 ‘
V autual q‘wntxty dclxvered ny at tempts’at frmd ‘should 'be nrcut«‘ﬁ
upon thoir merils. - v v . Lot

grarh 8.

describes the measures which he took for distribut-

7 The Boavd W)ﬂ now turn to tho Beebee 8 1slands B 'ihe hr;t of :

Mr Rohinzon srepm-t

burst upon this island at about 8 r.u. of the Lith Ap.ul when the
-spripg tide was at the full. “Tho sea rosc and fleoded the whole,

. but -across the narrower part of thetmain'k land ‘it scems to h:‘tveb
“had tremendous velocity. All the - trees; with the very soil, and
~ between 50 and 60 houses were washed into the ocean with upwards

of 200 pérsons, while along the whole length of the shore a flood -

- of loose coral has been deposited over the island, which will render

‘& considerable tract quite unserviceable until it has decompos sed
and become soil.  Across the broader parts of the island the water

“sgas nob so dustrubtwely rapid, but so cowplete was the inundation
- that the firsh impression of the islanders was that the whole shoal

. was sunk. The water filled the totam¥ with
Exzcavated lands in . . '
which garden produce salt waler, killing all vegetation and drowning
i raided. many porsons, - It was in consequence last year
quite waste: Over the eastern bank-of the totam a flood of looso™
coral st6nes was poured, which has filled up and destroyed a part of
‘this: usetul Iand. Many wells and tanks were filled with sand and
stones, and the fresh water in all of them was spoilt. © The inundation 4
was. probably more destructive than the wind, and has shaken the
‘confidence of the people in the stability of the islands greatly. The
storm lasted {or about an heur in all its violence. Then a sudden lull s
and the wind soon sprang up briskly from the westward and the flood
_subsided, Imvmg the islauds in the most perfect state of dmmntmn »

8. Of the 348 houses standing before the storm, not one esc aptd '
Honses, &e. many Were g0 entu‘ely washed away as sedrcely -
Paragraphs 9, 16. to leave vestiges of their foundation; el were.

anroofed and otherwise damaged ; all the mosques, 29 in number, were

“injured, and nearly the whole of them at the' tmw of Mr. Bobmwu ]

- Visit were lying in a state of ruin.

lhe popula,t,mn of hcupenm prior to the hurricane is reckoned

at 1,642 souls; of these, 246 were drowned or

~Para raph 12,
BT - washed away during the storm, far the larger

proportion being women and children ; 112 perished in the ensuning five

* months from famine, or from the diseases engundered by unwholesome
- and insufficient food ; 876 escaped to the coast during the monscon,
- thus leaving in the mLm& 908, of whom nearly four~ﬁitb= aTe womem
and cluldren 2 : : -

- these to experience the furv of the hurricane was, - -
> 7th Febroary 1848, para- - a8 already  stated, Kalpmm, sitnated at the .~ .
south-eastern extremity of the group. ’lne etorm G
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10 “The plantatmm in the island have beon en xrely destroyed ; out of
. upwards of 105, 000 full-grown. cocaanut trees,

Paragraph 14 © . " (ho number before the storm, 768 ¢nly are now
standing ; tho total number of trees, young trees and plants which:-have

survived sc'ucel'y' excceds 10,000, This {s only the main “island of

* Kalpenni’; the state of the adjoining islots—Tulakum, Patty, and Cheria-

kum—isg oven more disastrous.  The other trees-—bread-frmb banana, -
~and betel-nut—are likewise all lost. More than 2 third of the trees’

i . L]

désmoyed are Pandaram. or the Beebee’s property.

. The hurricane reached Androt between 12 and 2 am. of the
: 16th April, five or six hourslater than at Kal-
. Taragraph 27, ‘penni. The tide was then happily low, so that only
a small parb of thc island was inundated, and the results of the visita- :
‘ ‘ Populamon tion, - though . suffici-
Before the storm . ‘ = 5576 ently deplorable, were

Anﬁrot

Lot the - island from prccsm-e of iamme g
duting the moneoon .. .. we .. 863 .. less  disastrous  than -

Pied of famine or dizcase . w 101 -

. Remaining on island L. i e e 1,422 thOSG “xpor“‘m“’d in

‘ : B ‘ . § Houses. Mosques: - the latter island, ‘The

. Buildings befors the hurricans . .. 408 34 .

© Destroyed or damaged durivg do. © ...~ 398 83 : margm&i - statement .
Since repaired or partislly s ... © ... 146" < 13~  showa-the state Of tho
Trees blown down or dbaLI‘UV(‘(] by storm . 101,378 h N

. 8till ghanding - ... fwe’ F e B,584 - s P,Opﬁlatmn; OuSLS, ;
v Bo. 0 youag trecs and l‘ anty 2},3‘%3 and plantatipns in .-

Aundrot before the storm, and the losses consequent apon that event.

The injury sustained in the other islands be}oncrmg to the Beebcc‘ is

“inconsiderable. o4
12. The extent to which the population of Kalpenm and AndroL bad

been reduced in consequence of the visitation has heen already adverted &

to, but the number of the inhubitants still remaining upon them were
greatly in excess of thut which the islands in their present ruined con-
dition were capable of supporting. It therefore, became a matter. of
paramount nceessity to find. provision clsowhere for as many as conld
‘be induted to quit their houses. The measures adopted for the settle-

ment of such parties and their familics upon the other islands belong- "
ing to the. Becbee and upon those attached to Cauars are. described by

Mr. Robinson in paragraphs 20 to 39 of his report of 22nd February and

paragraphs 34 to 55 of his report of 7th February 1848, and deserve ’

wnqualified approbation, - It will suffice to observe that the chief

features of the arrangement havo been the placing of the emigrants from.

Kalpenni and Androb as kudians or tenants-of tho principal inhabitants
of the other islands, Trees have been allotted by the latter to the former
sufficient to constitatea fair remuneration for their labor on the servico

tenure customary in the Laccadives ; and when the number so assigned .
has fallen below that required for the- maintenance of the tenant and

his family; the deficiency has-been Rnpphul in the Company’s i€lands

from tho bm;ar trees, fhc- Lhd‘nn being bound to render the service

f

due for such trees to hxs r»mplovfsr in nlace of to the Government.”
The. lmmcdmt“ loss to Government from the measure is Rupces 40 per

annum, heing the rate at which the Sircar trees have beon hitherto let;

*but this trifling sacrifice of revenue is more than compensated by the
" relief thereby afforded to so many of the destitute islanders, and by the

advantage which will hereafier accrne to the Government plantations
themselves; which have hitherto been much neglected. Care at the

_same time has been taken to render ‘the loss of tho ‘trees as littleafelt

as pbsuible by those who have hitherto rented them. In the Beebeo's
islands the same teps have been pursued, the Beebee; with praiseworthy

_ liberality, having given up all her Pandoram trees in Kowraty, Agaty, -
~and Subely—9,198 in all—free of rent for two years, Advantage has also
been taken of the late opportunity to settle some parties upon Kadamat,
hitherto ono of the least advanced and wmost improvable of the Canara
Islands, und to make a similar settlement upon the Beebee's Island of

Suhely Par, the resources of which up to the present time have been

~vety imperfectly developed. The total number of emigrants from
" Androt and Kalpenni who have been provided for in the manner above
- described is between 700 and 800. Mr. Robinson’sarrangement in these

respects should be at once confirmed. -

13. After the removal, in the mode already bhOWﬂ, of thO\e who have
been- othegwise disposed of, there still, however, remained in Androt
about 900 and in Kalpenni 423 inhabitants— numbers far more than
those islands in their present desolate state can support without assist-
ance. The condition of these partics, and the way in which the cxi- -
gencics of their position are to be met, occupy paragraphs 57 to 96 of

* 7th Fobruary 1848, Mr. Rabinson’s report.® ™ Both of these islands,”
 Paragraph 69. ke states, “are in a great measure again wasto
land, and the people will ’certainly not be able, unaided, to - prosccute
the restoration vigorously; and if this be not actively pushed, both -
of these fine islands will fall into a state of prostration from which -

-generations may pass ere they recover. At present the whole popu-

lation is forthcoming, aud most willing to retnrn as soon as the islands
shall be able to support them ; while the landholders are still hanging
about the islands undetemoxated in their tastes, and willing, especially
in Aundrot, in a body to exert themsclves. ~Such is the nature of
the cultivation-of these islands that years of laborious exertion mnst
elapsc ere the staff of the subsistence and the solo article of their
cOmMImerce is again brought into existence.  With the most eﬁ'xcmut
assistance years of privation must be endured.”” Under these cirenm-.
stances, .the people of Androv have preferred an application, that aseist- |
ance to the amount of Rupees 5,000 por annum may be granted them

for fivo years, with an immediate supply of nuts fitted for scedlings, “

the full value of which would amouut, if coast nuts aro supplied, to

i‘rom Rupees 1, 500 to Bupees 2, 000 and they propose to ref.md thcse o
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'ndvances after lapse of ten vears bv paymg' one-third of all product‘;“"‘
of the island till the whole be dlﬂcharge& The inhabitants of Kalpenni
~ have expressed the same desire for aid, but not in such definite terms.

The Head Assistant Collector has given it as his opinion that the
" number of nuts applied for—a lakh—is moderate, and thiuks that the -
~mut supplied should be the coast nuts, as larger and finer than tho

* indigenous nut. - He also recommends that advances, not exceeding on

'the,aver:’go 4,000 rupees a year for five years, to be repaid wholly or-

~in part, be made to the natives of Androt; and that annual advinces

for the same period, to the averagoe yearly amount of Rupees 3,000, be
/ granted to Kalpenni, with the same quanhty of seed nuts’ as in the -

-.case of Androt. S
14. Tn forwarding Mr. Robinson’s report his supcrxor, the Collector‘

* of Malabar, has remarked upon this part of it : ““I was strongly inclined,. -

~.on consideration of the whole matter, to support Mr. Robinson’s pro-
‘position for Government advances to the distressed islanders. - But the
- Beebee of Cannanore, after much correspondence and personal comniu-
‘mication, has remonstrated so strongly against our further interferenco
- at present, and has so solemnly promised to take sﬁch effectual measnrey

as will rclieve the present distress, that (though with considerable
hesitation us to her ability) we have thonght it nocessary to yield to .
~:her.wishes, and allow her to do what she can.: Tt is the ‘xmmedmte ‘

ex1gu1w which bas more Lspecmllv to be cared I‘or

i NoTE.~~ie., of - the
“Beebee's - rights and

. arrapgements; "< fisoal The 0encral queqtlon will be tubmlttod for con-

»-and judicial, in her - *

islands, ' and of the Sidcration at as early a date as possible, and $ill
- measures to be taken for - that- is determined the peoplo secured aﬂramst

their. future’  govern-
ment, discussed in Mr. vatarvatxon must wait,

Robinson’s - subsequent
report of 19th May 1848,

15 The (‘ollmtor of Canara, to Whom Mr. Robinson’s’ Ietter of 7th
February 1848 was submitted for his observations,
* May, in Consuitation, ~states: * With regard to the advances recommended -

From Canara, " 27th

+ 0th July 1848 by Mr. Robmson to begpade to the mhabltant‘s of

o Androt 'md Lalpenm, they do not appear to me to be larg¥when com-
pared with the lmportance of the object in view, and their eventual,

recovery secmas certain, - I should rather be disposed to make thein to. -

* the full extent petitioned for by the islanders than to Jower the amount

a8 proposcd by Mr. Robinson in the 85th paragraphvof hisreport. The
. difference in the snms proposed would be of little importance to Govern-

_‘ment, whilst it might probably restrict the means¥of restoring the pros-
« perity in a manner which would not be desired.”” 'He remarks, howdver,
* that the success of this part of Mr. Robinson’s scheme, as of those -
measures which have been already taken, must altogether depend npon
the arrangomints to bo introduced for the fature administration of the
- Bechee's islands, and that the question of these arrangem‘ents'isxso

o B Belyapnny
»’ ? Lhemapany Open reef<

14 Bamy

:mtlmately connceted with other consxderatwns rehtwe to the Bc.ebce s

rights, her present tenure of the islands, and the engdgements subsiste

ing between her and the Company, that the subjects do not admit of
ibéurr semmtcd but must be discassed together.- This opinion, in which'

tho Board quite concur, leads them to the rewaw of Mr. Robinson’s

a,dmlmstmtxon

£

‘report of 19th May 1848, in ‘which he has examined in much detail the
‘resources, social and fiscal condition of ; the Beehee's islands, the title
‘and_tonure under which they are held and the grneml features of their

*16. The immediate cause which led to tho dmwm g up of this report ‘

~ _ is shortly given by Mr. Conolly in paragraph 3 of
mﬁfc\};i‘gigr}“m)is C- his lotter of 28rd June 1848: “ An address was
~presented to me in 1846 by - certain of the

“inhabitants of Ancutta, one of the Beebee's- islands, complaining of
‘various oppressions under which, as they asserted, they, in common

with their follow islanders, lubored. The subject appeared to.me to
‘be beyond my jurisdiction, and I gave an cndorsement to that effect.
‘The address was then forwarded by the islanders to tho Government,
‘who, undor date the 21st August 1847, transmitted it to the Collector of
Csnara and myself, with instructions to inquire into its allegations.

* Paragraph 11. both' the Companys and - the Deebee’s 1slands)
Eeport, 19th May.  accupy & space stretchmg from 10° to 12° North

- about 140 miles from north fo
.south,” and between the most

- This order was received about the time when Mr. Robinson was )
,prepfmm to ‘visit the Laccadives in order to ascertain the amount
of injury which they had received from the storm of Apnl 1847.. The

. opportunity was- too seasonable to be lost and Mr. Robinson, in
“making the researches for which he was particularly designed, took
“advantage of his visit to acquire such information as would enable us

- to answer the Government call on the general question.”

:17. The coral formations constituting the Laccadive group (m«.]udmg ‘

Latxtnde and from 72° to 74° 80 East Longitude. The group is

An extensive reef with "egater] : :
- 8. Betrapar. - an  uninhabitable y eud We'sterly islands,
i j*4,; i island ; o water. upwards of 100 miles broad. It
. 4, Chotlat. i - : s siar X
5. Kilten. | Inbabited  islands S characteristic of thc. group that
g. 1§adamut : attached to Canara.  the shoals generally lic at a con-
meny. ' . : L : . y )
Br Aga.t;y with R g i Bldelfable~ distance *from. . each
' ?,‘;’g:;gg L £ other, scldom less than 20 to 80 -
o, Kowraty, &  miles apart, and thus the small.
10 Awdrot, s i 2 8 number of reefs and islands as
11 Ka!penm : R bg ] p
. fAn extonsive [ 8 ,shown in the margm, cover .
i 12 the]Yo, B reef withtwo | 8 2 1 Soveral
“ oy b ey emaltisiands. | & _very large space.. Scve ,arfe_
: 13 ansla ara ) = y : ose forma-=.
1 }Open reefa Fg open reefs, and of those forma--
: 2|

“tions con-. which islands are -



“'situated the actual island is but a very s"nll portmn of the whulc, the

" remainder bemg lagoons or back-waters enclosed between: the ‘reefs
which form the enceinte of the islands.. Those lagoons produco in a
greater or less degree, according to their. extent and the depth or

shoalness of their waters, fish, cowries, holothima or' sea slug , yiclding’

thc Biche- du"i[er of commerce and occasmnally umbergms

W :

18, 'i‘he islands goncmllv lie round the easb sxde of. the shoah and:

‘ ~‘ Pmagraph 21. ¢ vary from one to threé miles in length, but none
- no part more than a few fect above high-water mark. The soil is light,
coral-sand faturally barren, bui well adapted for the produetion of the
‘cocoanut, which grows well in everyspart of the istands. A few feet
‘beneath the sand. is a substratum of coral stretching over the whole
island, of varying thickness, but appar entl_y on-the average about one
foot: and-q-h‘ﬂf within this crast is . contained loose wet sand and Tresh

~water, In most of the islands a greater or less extent of this- subqtra«'

tum has been quarried out, and the fine damp subsoil Jaid open. -In
these excavations, locally called totam or garden, are produced coarse

‘grain-pulse, the Arcka and Banana trees, yam and vegetables, to which :

in most 1s}andb may be 'xdded the bread and in some the’ hme trees
19 Ullth.Ta”l Iocal tmdmon athlbutes tlre settlemcnt of the prinei-

' History. pal islands of the Laccadives to a period about

- Paragraph 20.. 1,000 years ago, though some partial occupatxon ~

» had obtained pmor to that date. For the next six centuries ormore the

polity of the islands remained the same. They were independent of

each other in their internal management, which -was patriarchal and
conducted by a Mundyal, Moodutal or chief inhabitant, and the ‘heads
-of the principal families. The conversion of the islanders to \Iahome-
danism seems to have taken place about 600 years -ago.: In manner%
. religion, rules of descent, &ec., they now precisely rescmble the Mopll-
lahs of the coast. ‘The mdepcndenco of the islands appears to have

been first assailod by the Portuguese, who made a settlement on Ameny,
~and perhaps cxtended their authority over the other jslands, bus.

their power was not of long continuance. They were shortly afterwards

~ exterminated by poison, with the assistance and through the ‘intrigues -

of the Rajah of Cherikul. . The whole group then ‘became dependent
‘upon that prince, probubly about 1545—50, and were by him con-
ferred in jaghire, with the title of Rajah, upon the present family,

the head of the Mopillah caste in -Cannanore, at a peishcush of 6,000
fanams per annum, This tribute was paid till the middle of the ] last -
century, whon Bamaly Rajah, the most powerful of the Cannanore family,
; av.nled himself of the gradual dismemberment and dxstracted condxtmu‘?

of the CLeﬂLul house to- accamphsh hx“ mdepundeuce

: ng"a}h da. i

exceed one mile in breadth. - Their level is low, in.
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7‘120 Hi*herto the whola of the Laccadlves had been under the govern-

- ment of the Cannanore Rajabs, but the establish-
ment of the coir monopoly, first introdaced abont .

- n 1769, and enfarcea with great severity, led in 1784 to the defection of
- the morthorn islands—Ameny, Kiltan, Kadamut,’ ‘and Chetlat—which
. transferred their allegiance to. Tippoo. ‘An equwalent jaghire, in

_.f compensation for the loss of this part of their possessions, was granted
by Tippoo to the Cannanoro family out of the territories of the Ramh of

" Cherikul under a Sanfiad bearing date 1787, and sinco that time .

the different portions of the group have ‘been practicaily under very

' different administration.. The northem islands passed, on the fall of the
- Mysore dynasty, into the power of the British, and have since.
remained annexed to the Province of Canara. The southern division
‘of the group, with the Bechee’s other possessions wpon the coast,

becamie-at the dispesal of the Company by the storm of Cannanore
toyards the end of 1791, and were further ceded with Tippoo’s entire
dependencies in Malabar by the peace of Seringapatam in 1792, They
have, however, still continued to be held by the Beebee 4t a peisheush

_of Rupees 10,000 alleged by her to be oune-half of her profits derived
-from them, a tribute which, though at first adopted only provnslonally,

bas remaired unaltered to the present time. In the year 1822 a

" remission in her peisheush to the extent of Star Pagodas 1,500, but
" notiin arrears, was ulso sanctioned in compensation for the loss of the

Cenara Islands, the equivalent granted by Tippoo in licu of them having

been regained by the Rajah of Cherikul, from whom it had been taken.

‘ "1 A descriplion of the seveml 1slands whxch thll remain subject to

- the uutho"lt) of the Besbee, of their population, productions, and
. resotrces is given in detail in paragraphs 46 to 126 of Mr, Robinson’s
- “report, It will not bo necessary to follow him through his account of

“ench island, but the Board have compiled from this part of his trealise

- the snnexed tabular statement, showing, as far as has been ascertained,
- the state of the various islands, as regards their extent, area, popula-

_ tion, number of houses, mosques, boats, quantity of coir, cocoanuts,

- cowries, &c., produced in- each, and other particulars, and to this

abstmct thl,y would refer for information upon the points above allnded .
This abstraet does not exhibit Mcnkayat the most northerly

. ,and largest island of the Maldives, which is also under the Cannanore .
~ rule. - Mr. Robinson was unable to visit this island, and ho could
. obtain only scanty and imperfect information rcgwrdmg its. condition

-and resources. All that could be learnt is shown in paragraphs

218—229 of ths report. It will be seen that the revenue system which
obtains there differs in some important particulars from that prevail-

JE mg in the Luccamves - The whole land and plantations in the 1=1and’
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* 22, No trace has hoen discovered of the existence of any taxation

 Revemwe. " upon the islands, while still independent and
Paragraph 86. . -* " under the management of their own headmen.
Paragraph 132. “ During tho Cannanore dynasty an export duty on

.. coir, and subsequently on the rice imported for home consumption, each
't rates varying from 6 to 10 per cent., was fixed and formed the carliest

- subsidy levicd on the people. To this source of revenue were after-
- wards gradually added arbitrary contributions-called for upon extra-
~_ordinary gxigencies, nazeranas on various ocgasions, escheats, rc;y'élties

- of cown'es,‘tortoise shell, ambergris, &c. The sovereignty over waste
land was nod asserted till at least 100 yeurs aftor the islands first became
AN “connected ‘with the Cannanore House. The coir
“monopoly was introduced between 937 (1761-62)
65). That of cocoanuts dates from the very recent

’ ".Pamgrnf)h 40.\.
 and 940 (1764
- period of 18235.

o 23.. Of the above sources of revenue, that derived from coir is the
" most important. The monopoly in this article was introduced, as
- already stated, by the Bamaly Rajah about the year 1765, since which
~date the islanders have been compelled to dispose of all their surplus
~coir to the Cannanore Sircar at certain rates. -The greater part is
© .. delivered into store at Cannanore by the islanders, but some is sold to
- the Bechee's officers in the islands.  From 1765 or 1770 to 1826 the
. price given by the Sircar for tho coir was nominally Rupees 30 per
" candy, which - was paid in rice at the commutation rate of Rupees 2}
~per moodah. But from this ostensible price must be deducted 21 per
* cent., viz,, 10 per cent. import duty on all coir imported at Cannanore
and 10 per cent. export duty on all rice éxported in payment of it, with
‘about 1 per cent. for sundry charges;and the commutation price of
rice has remained unchanged, notwithstanding the great depreciation
in the actusl valuo of that commodity. From 1800 to '1826 the
© commutation rate still stocd at Rupces 24 per moodah, while the price
~“in Canara did not excoed Rupees 1-10-0, or Rupees 1-12-0 per moodah. .
..~ Thus the actual payment for coir during that period was not abova
- Rupees 18-8-0 per candy. In tho year 1827 the value of coir fell
.. suddenly from Rupees 60 to 20 per candy, and the monopoly rate was
consequently lowered to Rupees 22, which, after the deductions above
oti id not leave to the grower a larger neb price than Rupees 10} -
o " per candy. This continued until 1832, when the
S TP o monopoly systom underwent ‘an entire change;
cash rates and commntation prices were sbolished, and 5% moodahs of .,
rice per’ candy of coir fixed as the prico, which, after deduction of
21 per cent. for duty and charges, leaves the net payment at abont
. . 4} moodahs, or at Rupecs 14 per moodah, Rupees 6-6-0 per candy of
. coir—a price which, it i3 stated, hardly pays the manufacturer.’ The
*-monopoly prices in the Canara Islands have undergone little alteration -

" since thei

-

V"Ziacquiiéigi'@ bl’ tho Coﬁi’ﬁny,‘l}hd "’ave’ryage Rupess 23-6-0 per i

24, Hmlly as this mdﬁ‘o;‘ﬁo“[y must bea{*upon tho islanders, its = .

_pressure is aggravated by abusey in its administration. In the re.ceigt o
of the coir it is weighed not by ‘the candy but the maund, which is

. separatcly made up soas to turn the scale, causing -

. Paragr aph 148. . a considerable excess in favor of the Beebee in
. each tandy. The computation is made by the candy of 680 instead of
" 640 1bs., the customary candy of the islands, and the weights employed ’
< are above the proper standard; 10 per cent. in addition to the 21 per., . .

. cent. import duty aud charges is levied npon all coir imported at_-

Cannafiore on account of book debts—a subject to which the Béard

will allude in the sequel. The rico snpplied in payment :qf‘t'hé' coir ~ -
- is frequently of indifferent quality; and occasionally, when the market

price of rice is high, the people arc paid in part in credyi«%'orders at low
rates and left to supply themselves, which they cannof do at tho rates.

" The coir purchased by the Beebeein the islands or letied as fines, &c., is
- conveyed to tho coast at a rate below that of e ) .
the boat-owner is held responsible for the fqil-W’elght delivered to him,

the ordinary freight, and

~whatever loss by dryage, &c., may havg_ocogrmﬁ wpon the passage.

95, Tlie effects of such a éystcm’,l botk upon tho quantity and quality
’ . of the artisle affected by it, are such as might be

- ~P”#gm?h e expected:  The people can meke, and do use, bean-
tifu] coir for their own purposes, but they canpot afford to make such

at the Beebee's prices. Hence tho quality of the whole coir exported

 from the islands is such as would probably be rejected in the Govern-

third-class coir. The difference between the -
hat furnished to the Beebee was estimated by her -
agent at from 25 to 30 per cent.; much of the

ment  godowns at.
Company's coir and t

o Pamagraph 181 - o o aterial s lost or wasted, either from the
*husks not being made np into yarn, or from its being sacrificed to the.

' Same inducement to tu :
" those of the Company’s Islands, they might supply not less than one-
" third more coir than they mow do. At present the rate of coir

manufactare of juggery, in which the trade is free. It is computed by

" Mr. Robinson that had the inhabitants of the Cannanore Islands the -

mn their raw material to the best account ae

1 ’s Islands 5 maunds, in those of the

'f:manufactﬁfred is in the Company
- Becbee only 8} maunds per tree.

s

' 26. The shoals surrounding the islands yield large quantities of

-~ cowrics and tortoise shell, but these products are

G Qe menvpolies. - - mdnopolised by the Rajuh. They are strictly

* preserved ; permission must be-obtained

. Cowrios.

to fish them, and when fished :



e

The Beébee’s present profits. ~upon the cowry

Psragraph 168 i
.. Torteise shell. o
~pet revenue of from 800 to 500 Rupee‘a. The

Paragraph 17 3
revenue drawn from the monopoly of tortoise shell

may avera"e ircm Rupeeq 300 to Rupees 350.  The holothima or sea -

slug yleldmc' bhc Bxche-de Mer .of commerce is also preserved, but
" Holotsima, . the profits are exceedingly trifling.  The import of
Poragraph 183. “salt into the islands seems to be pfntmlly though

Faragraph 185,

oo resmPR e ofthe Rajah. The annual supply to the four islands
obaceo, - is supposed to be from 25 to 30 bundles, und the
revenue thence realised to average Rupee% 1,575:

The mmzph of the tobacco, occasionally of inferior quhty, 18 mauo

compulsory upon the people. When it arrives,

Paragmph 1'5(}
the chief people of each chery (division)® arc

.m%mnled to whom the share to be distributed in their respective

cheries is- allotted;> and by them, with the Karyakcm, ‘the further
L dxstmbuhon to the chery i 1 made ; no optxon of receiving it is admitted.

’ 7. These restrictions and monopolies are loudly complamed of by
tho mhablt:mts and their enforcement is daily becommg more difficult.

The discontent  is. aggravated by’ the fact that inthe Cémpany’s
Islunds the trade in. cowries, tortoise shell, and holothima has long
Lwn free ~and that in salt and bobacco has u,cently been thrown opoen.:

: 28 The monopohe&; detcrxbed in - the prcoedmw pwan'raphs 23
to 27 are’ of old standing, that of cocownuté is
, - of recent origin, having been introduced in 1826
cotcmporaneonsly with, and as intended to compensato the Cannanore
: Sircar for the great decline in the value of coirin
, o that year, already® remarked on. - The net price
, pald for the nuts delivered at (/mnanor(, is Rupees 4-8-0 per 1,000 ; the

- market value ranges from Rupees 7 to 9, and oceasionally” more \‘» hen
- the trade was first 0ade exclusive, the supply to tho Sircar was certainly
- not less than 10 to 15 lakhs of nuts, yielding Rupees 2,000 to 2,500
profit.  The pressure of the monopoly bas since opened other channels

~ for the disposal of the produce. Large quantities of nuts are smuggled,
*‘isome are wnvcrted into cil, and the manufacture of jaggery, the trade

' in which is still freo, has rapidly mcreased ‘In:
ey 1846 ‘the supply to the Beebee fall short of
S 200 000 nuts yxeldmga profit of from Rupees 300 to 500, half of
. - which came from the now devastated islund of
“Androt. It would seem indeed that the resistance
oﬁ'ernd to thxq mnnopoly has latteﬂy risen to such a mtch‘t}"st 1t wxl!

Paragraph 155

e Paragraph "3

Pamgraph 1.;8

ote to para, 160

the *vhole must be dehverpd. under hcavy pena!ties to t}we Pandaram.‘

~trade ave calculated at 250 per. cenf., and givea

o Balk o - notentirely free. That of tobaceo is in the hands

' Pcarceiy e possxble to persevcro in it vIt does not exist inL" the -

" Nole to para. 181,

: Compmy s Islands, ; , :
e 29 A further source of revenue i dcmved bv the Peebee from

'nazeranas or .compulsory presents, These are’

P raph'17 6.
ams apa it levied under vavious pretexts—on the appointiment

j of a I&azee for conferring local titlos and privileges, for granting

aud iences, im pmmbsmn to wear ornawents, and
Para gmph 189,
e .as fees on the money earned by the islanders for -
piletage. The exautmn under this Iast head is folt as a great grievance,

o« tendxng, as it does, to prevent their entering o field when competition
“is free.” It would appear that cven the removal of an islander to the L

coast does not secure him from payment of these pilotage fees if hg
‘ ’ has left beldud Jim in the island any relative from
whom the aincunt can be extracted.

" 30. The soverexgnty over waste laud was not asserted by the Rajuh
until at least 100 years after the islands became
connected with the Cannanore House, and all
lands oceup:ed by the inhabitants prior to that date are their Jcnm or .
fee-simple property.  Droprietary right is very -
cleurly defined and well understcod by the people.

\Vaste lands, para, 40.

Paragraph 129,

~ The j jenm rlghts of the 1ajah dre confined to those lands which were

waste af the time of the resumption or assertion of sovereignty
abdve mentioned, and to the uninhabited 1slets
or reefs of Suhely, Bingaram, &c., together with .
the lands or trees scattered throughout the islands whlch have become

: Paragraph 40,

. escheats, or have been confiscated for offences against the State. In

some islands the Pandaram property is marked
" off by a wall separating it from private planta- -
tions. It is for the most part on the extremities of theislands or along

Kalpenni, para. 72,
" Kowraty, pava. 84,

- the shore, in places which, from their soil or situation, wero left unoccu-

pied when the central and fertile portions of the islands were taken up

‘by the inhabitants. The trees are held by the islanders on payment of -

rent to the Sircar, which occasionally amounts to half tho gross produce.
- The Pandaram lands are stated to be a constant source of disputo

Kowraty, para. §3. and ill will between the people and the authorities,

. DParagraphs 88—113. - and the restrictions against fishing, collecting

P

’ o BooL dcbt&, pam._ 193.

?éragrdlﬁ}‘XOJ cowries, &c.; upon the uninhabited islets. Subely, \

Bingaram,'&e., clsimed as Sircar prnperty are felt as a great gnevanw 3

.the syutem seems tO reqmre I‘L‘T!blﬂn.

3. Ib is not to be' supposed that, the itoms of revenue partlcularxsed :
in the preceding paragraphsare realised punobually .
and without arrears; and from the balances which

‘have thence accrued and the advances made by the Rajah to the people
‘.arms the svstem oi boo debts dascnbed Dy the Awstanb Cf}llector in

3



pamzrraph 193 of his report. "All advances made on'accountof coir,
arrcars due for salt and tobacco, on account of judicial fines and penal-

- ties, of rent of public gardens, import duties, nazeranss, &c., are

entered in thg:se books. Nothing is written off ss irrecoverable.” Two
sets of accounts are kept, one upon the islands exhibiting recent and
current balances, another at Cannanore consisting of arrears of a.longer

standing. Some of these latter debts are said to be of 20 or 80 ycars
date. On account of the balance due on this last dufter, 10 per cent.
of all coir imported at Cannanore is deducted in making payments,

) See above para. 23.
nal monopolv price of coir to 31 per.cent. The

 accounts kepb at Cannanore ‘are inaccessible to the. people, and tho k

abuses incident to such a state of things, where the parties stand to

each other in the relative position of the Rngah and thesg 1slnnders is too

obvious to require comment.

93. On the cession of the Malabar District and its dependencleq to

the British in 1792, the Cannanore pos«essxons‘*

?mn t;z;fr;zepaszlirﬁlzgi were valued in Txppoos schedules at  Rupzes’ .
93,750, of which Rupees 80,359-6-0 appeared to

Valun of “the islands

the Jomt Commissioneérs to-have been an annual mulet assessed by

Tippoo upon the family for the Laceadive and Maldive possessions and.
for the trade. That this did not exceed their value appears from" the

local information obtained by Licutenant Bentley, who, in. 1795, was
-deputed to visit and report upon the islands, aund from the calculations
- of Mr. Murdoch Brown made about the same time. - The former esti-
-+ yusted the revenune ab Rupees 1,17,669, and Mr. Brown reckoned the
- profits of the coir and cowry trade alone at Rupees 70,000. From
-, what -he now knows of the islands IIr. Robinson ‘conceives that,

Menkayat exclusive, the rovenue was not less than 80,000 to 90,000
rupees ab the date of the cession. The statement made by the Besbeo.
in 1793, that the protits did not exceed Rupees 20,000, a moiety of which -

" was tendered as peisheush, was beyond all question a gross misrepresen-

" tation. - Between 1800 and 1826 the revenue and profits increased, and
must have considerably exceeded alakh of rupees, the outturr: of the coir

monopoly only, in the Company’s Islands which do nof equal one-fourth
of the Cannanore possessions in the Laccadives, having during that period

_averaged upwards of Rupees 20,000 annually. The great fall in the value -

“of coir in 1826 caused a very large diminution in the amount yielded by

" the islands, The average revenue from 1830 to 1847 is computed by.

5 M. Robinson, who states that he has been careful to understate rather

" than to exceed in the estimate, at about Rupees 20,000.: " The Kariestan

‘who accompanied him admitted that the peishcusb, Bupees 10,000, paid
by the Beebee did not exceed s moiety of her net profits. . The revenue
“above given is exclusive of that drawn from the Island of Menkayat

: and from fecs, LAZEranas, aud other mmor sonrces It is alsc that

thus raising the actual deductions from the nomi-

s

169 : .
derived prior to the hurricanc of 1847 which has so greatly aﬁ'ected
the value of the group, two of the principal islands—Androt and
Kalpenni—having thereby utterly desolated and rendered unavailable as

sources of revenue for many years to come.

33. The general government of the islands has always been adminis-
Cleneral government, tered from Cannanore, either - by the Rajah
Paragraph 197.  himself, by a Yelliah (or Beebee’s husband), or,
under, nominal control, entirely by Kariestans or’ Agents. Of late
yeazs ‘it has been conducted altogether by the Kariestans. The local
_administration has been uniformly entrusted to

 Pamgraph 165. Karyakars, general local agents. Neither the

Rajah nor his immediate attendants or Head Agents upon the coast

ever visit the islands personally; a Karyakar is stationed on cach island,
and is under immediate orders from Cannanore. "An Accountant and
three or four Nadpauls, village runners, complete the paid establish-
ment: of each island. The Karyakar and Accountant pay fines
(nazerana) on their appointment, and as their salaries are very small
they have to reimburse themselves for the cost of their offices, and to
derive their chief support from fees and cesses, authorised and unautho-
rised, levied mostly in kind upon the inhabitants, bat falling, it would
seem, chiefly on the poorer classes. :

34. Such a system of local administration, freed from all practical
check and superintendence by the distance of the

Note toparagraph 200.  + 1.\ 46 from the coast, the communication with
which is closed during five months of the year, is, as might be expected,
stated to be fraught with abuse and oppression,
. and altogether inadequate for the due protection
of the peop]e Latterly, the feeling of disaffection to the Cannanore
House has, among- other modes, manifested itself
in withholding their customary cesses.  The

Pa.ravm ph 205.

. Pax~a graph 206.

people of Agaty have contributed none for two years. Those of

Kowraty are believed to have followed the example, and tho desolate

" state of Androt and Kalpenni render thelr further levy there imprac-

ticable. Some revision of the system seems, therefore, no longer to be
avoided. Each of the Laccadives has a small
body of hereditary Mokustans (principal people)
~who are the ‘chief landed proprietors and boat-owners, and possess
considerable local influence. Under the immemnorial constitution of
the islands they should form a cutcherry for the transaction of local

_Pamgraph 207.

- business, which they generally do, but hitherto with no good results.

“The institution, however, under more efficient superintendence, seems

| capable of being made the germ of a better system.

35. The Monigar on the Company’s Islands reccives Rupees 17} a
month, and the whole establishment Rupees 500 per mensem.
' 22
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36. The .zdmml:tmtmn of sztlce civil and crxmmal within thc
Admimistration  of islands seems to be exceedmgly lrregular, ill.
Justice.. - -+ defined, and uncertain ; rulednommally by cus tom,
~ Paragraph 208. but dependent in agreat degree npon the will of
L=} o

the Rajah or his Kariestans and discretion-of the local servants and
principal people. * There appears to be no prescribed rule of procedure
or record of trial or proceedings. Questions of importance are referred
for orders to Cannanore, and there scttled by the Karicstans. All
- minor aflairs are arranged on the islands. The administration, which
ab one time was most severe and arbitrary, is now much milder, and errs
rather upon the side of weakness ohd timidity. Petty pO]le offences
and the lesser breaches of fiscal rules are adjudicated by the Karyakars

. and principal people, and punished by tine, imprisonment, or the stocks.
The mode of treating more serious delinguencies could not be clearly
ascertained. It was affirmed that no cases of a heinous nature had
ever occurred since the commoncement of the Company's rule in
Malabar Thi‘; statemcnt,; which is of course incredible, was put for-
ward from the anxiety of the Cannanore family
to prevent disclosures which might le d to an
interference with their authority. Punishment capitally ¢y muti-
lation practised formerly seems to have fallen into disuse. = vy fines
and forfeitures are atill inflicted. One mode of punishment peculiar to
the islands is that termed Oowrachy. It is a remnint of the barbarism
of early times, and consists in suddenly surrounding the house of the
delinquent with a mob of people and violently
carrying off all ib contains, stripping the females
of their ornaments, &c., and -confiscoting the whole property for the
Rajal’s benefit. - 'This description of punishment is only occasionally
resorted to, and chicfly in cases of an ‘aggravated character, though i
‘Note to ‘pars. 210, Seems sometimes to be put info practice upon
Civil justice. - ., slighter grounds. Civil matters are adjudicated
- Puragraph 212, by the Karyakars and principal people, or by the
Cazee and settled chleﬂy by oath or arbitration. ~The people complain
much of the corruptness and inefficiency of the Who}e administration of
civil justice. The fees exacted for decision of such cases vary much at the
discretion of the Karyakars, und are determined by no fixed rule.  Oaths
' are commonly employed in the administration of
civil and criminal justice as Weu as in investi-
gahmns of infractions of fiscal prohibitions, are held in much reverence
and rarely violated. Ordeals are also resorted to, but chicfly upon
questions of religion aud superstition. S oo

Pmagmph 210

Paragraph 210.

Paragraph 215.

37. From what bas been stated in the pmcediﬁgpamgmphé regarding
the revenue system, internal condition, and government of the Southern
Laccadives, it will be evident that the mode in which they have
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hitherto been managed by the Beebec and her agents tends to Qreprcss
the resources of the islands, and is fraught with oppression to their
inhabitants.  The defection of the northern islands from the rule of ’
‘the Cannanore House and transfer of their allegiance to Tippoo
in consequence of the exactions practised npon them has already been
remarked. As far back as 1795 Ensign Bentley,
in the survey of thé Beebee’s remaining portion
of the group, found the people loud in their complgints of the miseries,
to =which they had been subjected, and most eager to be taken under
‘the direct government of the Company. These feelings of antipathy to
the present rule seem to have since acquired greater force, and are
aggravated by the contrast exhibited in the condition of the islands
which arc under the authority of the Company. The islanders have

lately manifested them by their rtfusal to pay tho usual cesses demanded

Paragraph 241.

Paragraph 206, for the support of the local establishments, and
Pgragraph 175, hy the resistance offred to the continnance of
» Paragraph 207. ©  the cocownut monopoly. The other monopolics

are also borne with impatience.  The desohmon which has fallen upon
two of the zslands——halpemn and Androt—must of itself for a consider-
able time place the Beebcee's anthontv in .abeyance there, but the dis-

“affection to the Cannanore rule is unanimous, and of the determination

of the islanders to foree a change Mr. Robinson’
has very little doubt.

38. The nature of this change, ‘and the measures which should be
adopted for the remedy of abuses and pm'manent est‘mbhbhment of a
more equitable and liberal 9y%em, remains, to be considered. = Mr.
Robinson, who is strongly %upported by Mr. Conolly, appears to be of
opinion that these objects tiidy best be attained by ‘the transfer of the

Paragraph 252,

“islands to the direct manizement of the Company, and that if this be

done, all the required relief may be afforded without involving any loss
to Government, or wmaterially diminishincr the revenue hitherto drawn
from theislands. T have little doubt, * says thoe former,** that under
a bettor system aund under the direct government of the 00111p(mnx’ ull
that the people now seck might be granted them with but little dimi-
nution in the vevenue, when the islands shall have recovered from the
effects of ﬁscal and finuncial error and ignorance. The Company’s
Islands, which in extent and capabilities certainly do not exce sed one-
me‘th of the Cannanore possessions, are now yiclding an annual
revenue of Rupees 8,000 with ease. Our subjects are satisfied and
envied by their neighbours under native management.” ~ The details
of the arrangement scem to Mr. Conolly to present no great difficultics.

“The Bcebeo as sovereign pays us Rupees 10,000 a year as the half of

her net profits from the islands. All we should have to do, so far 2
the money part is concerned, would be to relinquish this demand zmd

. allow her Rupom 10 000 more, we taking, in exe hantfn ('or this Lupcpq
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20,000, such revenue as the islands under a fair system could produce.

“This would not affect the Beebee’s claim to her private lands through-
out the islands, which she would retain upon the same footing as her
estate upon the coast, viz., she would make her own arrangements for
leasing her private grounds, and merely pay share of her rent to
Goverument as a tax.”

39. How desirable soever such a measure might be as regards the
islanders, there seems little probability of its being acquiesced in by
the Beebee. Only a fow years after the cession of the Malabaf Pro-
vince to the Company, a similar arrangement having been recom-

Nors.—And sabse- mended by the Government of Bombay and
2‘;;’;3‘3; d‘fymsgghctﬁi ordered by the Supreme Government, was in 1795
of Direotors, proposed to the Beebee by Colonel Dow, who
found her altogether averse to it. $he .explicitly declared that she

From Coloncl Dow to Would nover give her willing assent to the
Honorable J. Duncan, demand, not merely for the sake of the revenues
1st December 1795. . . . o

but her chicf motive proceeded from the disgrace
which would appear in the eyes of the country to be inflicted on ber.”

That these feelings still subsist is evident from several parts of Mr. -

Robinson’s report. Mr. Conolly, indeed, states that he had hinted to her
“to take into consideration the desirableness of offering to give up
these islands in exchange for some fair equivalent. But this idea her
pride will not allow her to entertain for a moment.”

40. If the Beebee could not be prevailed upon to-make a voluntary
cession of her islands to the Company, the only grounds upén which
the transfer could be required of her, irrespective of her wishes, scom
to be, first, the circumstance of the sovereignty of the Southern Lacca-
dives never having been guaranteed to har by any express treaty;
and, secondly, the engagement cxecuted by her upon the 11th April
1793, binding herself to submit to the sequestration of the islands, if it
should be so ordered by the Governor-General in Council.

41. The circumstances under which the engagement referred to was
given were tho following :—Immediately after the conclusion of the
treaty of Seringapatam in 1792, attempts were made to ascertain the
actual extent of the profits derived by tho Becbee from her islands for
the purpose of determining the tribute to be paid by her to the
Company on account of those possessions, and it Was in contemplation
to send an officer to survey the islands and report upon their condition
and resources. In April 1793 an arrangement was made with the
Beebee, whoreby she consented to pay, in arrear for” each of the two
years 976 and 977, Rupces 10,000, being, as she alleged, one-half of
the rovenue reslised .by her from the Laccadives, and at the same
time entered into the following agreement :—

« 1, Becbee Balea, the Princess of Cannanore and of the Laccadive
Islands, &c., do acknowledge and give in writing that I wil‘l pay to the

-
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Government. of tho Honorable English East India Company the moicty
of whatever is the produce of my country according to the funds °
thercof, and out of the Rupees 20,000 annual profit which I reap
from my trade with the Laccadives; I am also to pay ‘the half to
Government, besides‘which I do stipulate to pay in like manner the
half of whatever further incomc or profits from the said lands or
trado shall be hereafter ascertained to accrue to me by the inquiries
of the oflicers of Government. . v

¢ £nd as it has been signified to me that after the rains a gentle-
man is to proceed to the Laccadives to sequester them for the advan-
tage of the Honorable Company’s Government, and to appropriate to
the use of the said Government all the produce thereof, I do therefore
engage to submib also to this, if.it shall be ordered by the Governor-
General in Council; neither shall I in any shape object thereto, or
otherwise 1f it’ be so ordered, I shallbe ready to account for the true
income and produce, and to pay the same to Government ; whereforo
T have written these few lines as a moochilka for the revemue of
Government.” ‘ '

42. In an agrcoment subsequently executed by the Beecbee, 28th
October 1796, in which she engaged to pay an annual tribute of Rupees
15,000 for her possessions in the Laceadives and upon the coast, it was
stipulated “* this article of agreement is not to do away, nor is it meant to
do away in any shape the rights which the Government have to the
Laccadive Islands, as it is set forth in my moochilka, dated 9th April
1793, or 27th Shaban 1207 Hejreh.” .

43, It is in the first place to be remarked that the contingency
intimated in the agreement, and in which the Beebee bound herself
to acquiesce, viz., the deputation of a gentleman * to proceed to the
Laceadives to sequester them for tho advantage of the Honorable
Company’s Governmen, and to appropriate to the use of the said
Government all the produce thereof,” and which was to have taken

Pplace ¢ after the rains,” has not occurred to the present day. The

mission of Lieutenant Bentley in 1795 was not for the purpose of
sequestering, nor did he sequester the islands, but merely instituted
inguiries as to their condition and resources. No other officer appears
to have been deputed to the islands from that time to that of Mr.
Robinson’s late visit. I'he agreement of 9th April 1793 itsclf is not
fOI‘LhCOIﬂiDg,:and the_Beebee, on being reminded of it some years
afterits execution or in 1797, alleged “ that she had never understood by
From Northern S it that her‘islands were to be sequestered at the
perintendent to Commis. pleasure of Government ; all that she understood
Soners 15th September from the agreement was that if the Government
did not credit the aceount given in by her of the

produco of the islands, a person might be sent to inspect, and she would
be subject to that inspection, if it was proved that the islands yielded
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more profit than she had stated”” This plea scems at least very

plausible. The negotiations with-the Beebee prior to - the execution of
the agreement had all turned upon the amount of tribute to be required

of her for the Laccadives, in the event of their -being left in her
possession. It is not probable that she would have assented to any
stipulation whereby she might be deprived of them altogcther—a
messure to which, as already shown, she has always testified the
greatest repugnance.  On the other hand, the temporary attachment of
the islands having for its object to ascertain their real value, dnd the
revenue payable on account of them was an expedient. in which she
might not have been unwilling to acquicsce, and from which, consider-
ing the reasons which existed for doubting her own returns of their
resources, she could hardly withhold her consent. - The terms in which
the agreement is drawn up are at least ambiguous. The negotiations
subsequently carried on with the Beebee, as shown in detail in Mr.
Robinson’s appendix, for the purpose of inducing het to- resign the
sovercignty of the islands, to throw open the trade, or to reform the
administration of justice moreover, scem scarcely compatible with tho
supposition of any previous surrender, and seem to show that no greab
weight was attached to the agreement even ab that time; and the Board
would be reluctant that it should be brought forward as the grounds
of demanding the cession of the islands so many years afterwards.
Neither does it appear to them that the mere absence of any definite
treaty or engagement guaranteeing the sovereignty of the Laccadives to
~the Cannanore House (for that executed on the 28th October 1796

seems never to have been ratified) should now be advanced as a plea for
their resumption, after the tacit sanction afforded by the continuanco
- of those possessions to the present ia[mly on the e\xstmg conditions for
so long a period.

* 44. From what has been stated by Mr. Robinson, the Board are not

disposed to think that, financially cousidered, the acquisition of the
Southern Tmceadives would ultimately be disadvantageous to the
Company. '"The calamities which have fallen upon two of the chief
islands—Androt.and Kalpenni—must doubtless render them unproduc-
tive for many years to come, but the same circumstance will also
necessitate a temporary reductioni n the peishcush paid by the Becbee,
if the islands are to be retained by her. As, however, the Becbee,
in the event of her ceding the islands, would of conrse expect to receive’
atonce an annual equivalent cqual to hor preseit peisheush or alleged
average profits, the arrangement must at first be attended: with loss
to Government —a loss which may not be made up for a considerable,
time.

45. The Board, as nlreqdy stated, would be unwilling to advise the
resnmption of the Liaccadives against the wishes of the Beebeo, and at
least would not recommend it if any other expedient for improving the
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condition of those islands could be adopted. The events which have
lately occurred scem, however, to afford the means of introducing »
many reforms into these islinds and ameliorating the state of their
inhabitants without resorting to the extreme measure of a transfer of
authonty The Becbee “has recently (12th January 1849) presented
From Government, & memorial praying for a remission, for the next
19th Kebruacy 1849, fifteen years, of one-half the peishcush, Rupees
15,000, now payable by her on her posscssions in the islands and on”
the coast upon the grounds of the losses which she has sustained, and
the expenses to which she has been subjected in consequence of the
ravages made by the hurricane int the islands of Kalpenni and Androt.
Her direct loss in the revenue drawn from her private property. and
from'the inhabitants sho estimapes at Rupees 13,000 per annum, the

* valuo of the trees given up by her on Agaty, Suhely, &c., for the support

of the seitlers from the two ruined islands is rated at Rupees 3,000
yearly, and the value of the supphes in grain, cloth, &e., farnished to
the sufferers by the storm is calculated at Rupees 7,000—an ontlay
which, it is averred, will have to be made for not less than ten years.to

-come. That there is very great exaggeration in her alleged losses and

expenditure from the two last of these caunses cannot be doubted, but

- Mr. Robinson is of opinion that the representation respecting the first,

or the failure of revenue hitherto derived from Androt and Kalpenni, is
on the wholo correct ; and, he adds, some remission of the Beebee’s
jumma for ten years at least is urgently required. The precise amount
of remission he has not stated ; but considering the loss, Rupees 13,000
per annum, which she has and will for several® years have to sustain in
consequence of the rumud state of Kalpenniand Androt, the relief to be
afforded her should be on a liberal scale.

46. Under these cireumstances, the Board of Revenune would beg to
recommend that s remission, the precise amount of which must be
determined hereafter after further communieation with the Collector of
Malabar, be allowed to the Beebee in her peishcush for the next ten
years'; but that this indulgence be granted ouly upon condition of her
consenting to the introduction of such reforms in the fiscal and general
management of tho group as are evidently required, and will tend to
assimilate the condition of the inhabitants to that of the Company’s
islanders. The details of such arrangement will be for future adjust-
ment, and for that purpose it may bo desirable that Mr. Robinson
should again visit the islunds. The measure must, however, include a
tl1or61§gh reform of the coir monopoly, the adoption of fair rates of
payment to the producers, and abolition of the many unjust and vexatious
practices now attendant on the system. The monopoly of cocoanuts,
of 'salt, and tobacco slhould be at once abandoned, and those of

cowries, tortoise shell, holothima and ambergris, if -allowed to



176

continue, be placed upon an improved footing. The disputes regarding
waste land should be finally settled, the accounts of book debts kept,
both upon the islands and at Cannanore, be examined, such items as
are unreasonable or irrccoverable struck out, and arrangement made
for the gradual liguidation of such as may properly be payable.” To
this should be added n complete reform of the system of dispensing
ciwil and criminal justice throughout the islands, and the maintenanco
of a sufficient Revenue, Police, and Judicial Hstablishments adequately
remuncrated. The payment of nazeranas should likewise be ditcon-
tinned. The Beebee should further,us suggested by Mr. Robinson,

engage to leave to the emigrants from Androt

Memorandum, 18th p . ) .

January 1849, para.7,  8nd Kalpenui the enjoyment free of any tax, for
19}:‘}:1;‘;’;‘;;‘;:;‘ 1%4%1.'0’ the next ﬁ\:'c years, of the Pandaram lands and
~ trees on which they have been settled.

47. Tt has been mentioned in a previous part of these proceedings
that the inhabitants of Androt .and Kalpenni
applied to Mr. Robinson for relief, both in cocoa=
nuts and money, and that their application was allowed to lie over for
future consideration, in consequence of the Becbee’s objections to any
interference with her subjects, and her solemn assurances that she
would herself afford them all requisite assistance. How far she has
redeemed this pledge does not appear. Tho Board are, therefore, of
opinion that inquiry should be made upon this point, and that in the
ovent of the islanders still requiring aid beyond the will or power of
the Becbee to furnish, it should be supplied by Government, and
arrangements made for" the gradual recovery hereafter of such parts
of the charge as it may be deemcd proper to be borne by the islanders.

48. Tn conclusion, the Board beg to submit for special sanction the
statements furnished by the
Collectors of Malabar and
4540 010 (unara of the expenses
4212 9  incurred under the authority
_of Government, 24th August

1081 1 2 1847, for the relief of the
Total ... 5,772 14 9 inhabitants of the Company’s
, and of the Beebee’s Islands.
The total amount expended is Rupees 5,772-14-9, of which Rupees
1,369-4-2, value of supplies farnished to the Canara islanders, has

See paragraph 14.

Amount entered in statement fod  Rs. 4. P
warded by Collector of Canara
27th May 1848 . . ..

Do. in do. by do. 9th June
1849

Do. in do. forwarded by
Collector of Malabar, 13th June
1849

been or will be recovered. Of the remainder, Rupees 4,403-10-7, tto -

sum of Rupees 2,346-8-0 has been disbursed on account of the Beebec’s

« Frow Canara, 271k Tslands, and Mr. Blane states® it will remain to

May, in Cousultation, he decided by the Government whether any and -

10th July 1848, p. 9. what portion of this sum ghall be borne by the

Beebeo. Considering, however, the losses which the Deebee has

1848,

-

.

T
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herself sustained and her own need of relief, the Board would not advise
that any part of this charge be thrown upon her. ‘
_ Ox‘derfzd that a copy of the foregoing extract from the Board’s
Procee‘dmgs bo submitted to Government. '
(A true Extract) - :
(Signed)” T. PYCROIT,

Secretary.

Mixure 3y THE RicaT HONORABLE iuﬂ GOVEENOR.
Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, dated the 2nd of August 1849.

I have very attentively read and considered these Proceedings, and,

in the course of so doing, have referred to the papers which formerly

came before me regarding the Laccadive Islands, and on which papers
T stated my views in a memorandum, under date the 26th of October

After tho fullest consideration, I see very little that I can now
add to that Minute, I am confirmed in the impression I formerly
sta.t?d, that there is not a semblance of a pretence for demanding the
cession, or restoration, to us of the portion of the group held by the
Beebee of Caunanore ; and as she appears to have the most insurmount-
able objection to any such arrangement, and even protests against
our further interference with her jslands, the points before G(?ver£1—
ment appear to me to be whether we should accede to her application

+ for remission, and to what amount, and on what conditions it should

be granted.

‘1 have had some littie difficulty in making up my mind with respect
to the amount, owing to the somewhat conflicting opinions contained
in the various reports as to the extent of the Beebee’s revenue in
prosperous times, as well as her actual recent losses ; but ‘the most
favorable accounts demonstrate the necessity for liberality “and
further that that liberality must be coutinued for a series of ’ yearg
until her islands shall have gradually recovered the ravages of thg
Lurricane of April 1847. o

I accordingly beg to propose that application he made to the
GA(‘)veIanent of India to sanction the remission of one-third of ]10.1-.'
péishcush, or Rupces 3,333% annually, for ten years, to commence
with the current fusly 1289 (1849-50), on condition that she Wiil
;give effect to such reforms in the management of her islands as the
Government shall deem advisable on a further report from the Collector
of Malabar. ‘

I am not prepared to say that the reforms should be carried to

' the full extent suggestod by the Board of Revenue in the 46th paragraph

of t'heir Proceedings under review, but those suggestions may form the
basis of Mr, Conolly’s communications with the Becbee, who should
' - 23 '
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be assured that Government have no ohject at heart beyond the
prosperity and good of tho islands, and the concomitant increase
of her revenue. '

The expenses submitted with the letters from the Collectors of
Canara and Malabar, of the 9th and 13th of June 1849, to the Secretary
to tho Board of Revenue should be sanctioned, and I concur with
tho Board of Revenue that therc is no use in making any claim on
the Beebee of Cannanore for the share of these disbursements incurred
on account of her subjects. I cannot, however, by any ‘means
subscribe to the opinion offered by the Board, “that in the event of
tho islanders still requiring aid beyond the will or power of the
Beeboe to furnish, it should be supplied by Government, and arrange-
ments made for the gradual recovery hereafter of such part of the
charge as it may be deemed proper to be borne by the islanders.”
Even had the Beebee been willing to make over her islands to us, I
should have considered the smallest®amount of advances proposed
to'be made to the inhabitants in coin to be out of “all proportian
to their numbers or importante, and whatever interest I may take
personally in their welfare and rellef from their impoverished condition,
it must not be overlooked that Government arc liable to equally urgent
calls on their charity and benevolence, which in this instance seem to
me to have been exerted (including the proposed remissign’ to the
* Becbec) to the utmost admissible bounds.

1 fancy there must be some mistake in the 35th paragraph of the
Revenuo Board’s Proceedings, where the whole establishment of the
* Company’s Islands is spoken of as costing Rupees 500 per mensem,
whilst the revenuc is stated in the quotation from Mr. Robinson’s
report in tho 88th paragraph to be only Rupees 8,000 per annum,
"'his should he explained, and a statement called for showing the
total monthly cxpense, when Government will be able to judge ol
the propriety of applying for sanction to the increased charge for the
Karanies proposed to be stationed in each island.

The deduction in the weight of coir delivered under the term of

_ Sand Kusser, referred to in the 6th paragraph of the Board’s Proceed- -

ings, should be at once abolished. o

In conclusion, the thanks of Government should be communicated
to the difforent officers, and especially to Mr. Robinson, all of whos
measures are worthy of the highest approval. ‘

10th September 1849. - "HENRY POTTINGER.

3

oMU

I concur.

i
i

16th September 1849, (Signed) D. ELIOTTl _

i
S ————— |

e
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Eetract from the Minutes of Consultation, under dale the 19th October
1849, No. 1,008. :

Read the following papers — ’
Extract from the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue.

_ " (Here enter 2nd August 1849, No. 349.)

Minute by the Right Honorable the President.
(Here enter 10th September 1849.)

-

The Right Honorable the Gevernor in Council has had under his
consideration the Proceedings of tho Board of Revenue recorded above,
relative to the condition of the Laccadive Islands after the hurricane of
April 1847,in connexion with the papers which have already passed on
the subject, as well as the further correspondence now forwarded by the
Board on the measures of relicf to the sufferers which have been or
remain to be taken, ‘ .

2. The group consists of 14 islands of the names entered in the-

Paragraph 17. margin of paragraph 17 of the Board’s Proceed-

. ings, of which the first seven belong to the British
Government, three being open and uninhabitable reefs, the remaining
four inhabited and attached to the district of Canara. The remainder

of the group, comprising seven islands, belongs to the Beebee of
' *

Cannanore-

"8, The hurricane broke upon Kalpenni and passed on to Androt,
both the Deebee’s Islands, and veached the Company’s Island of
Kiltan, the last of the Laccadives severely affected by it. The accounts
given of the effects of the hurricane are truly lamentable, especially in
the Beebee’s Tslands, where the loss of life and property was great.. In
Kiltan the consequences of the hurricane were less disastrous, the loss
in the above respects being inconsiderable.

4. The arrangements made by Mr. Robinson for the relief of the
suffering inhabitants of these islands, as described in his reports of the
7th and 22nd February 1848, are worthy of the highost approval, and
the Governor in Conncil desires thut the thanks of Government may be
specially communicated to him, as well as to tho different officers who
have aided him in those measurcs. ‘

5.-'The measures taken by Mr. Robinson for distributing amov g
the parties who engaged to cultivate them the waste lands of the
Company’s Islands, which have heretofore been regarded as Government
property, are considered by the Board of Revenue to be very proper,
They also support that officer’s recommendation for the appointment of
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a Karani to each of the four islands, to be permanently stationed, .

who, besides keeping all the accounts, &c., is to assist the resident peon
in the porformance of his general duties. The result of a further com-

Paragra h‘5. . .
grap Board observe, iz “a recommendation that the

total annual charge for the Karanies be augmented to Rupees 126, .
involving, after deduction of the sum paid to the present Karani, a net -
increase of Rupees 99 per annum,” and they  advise that the higher

rates of salary, Rupees 126, suggested by the Collector be adoptefd.:the
. payment as heretofore being made not in money, bub in rice”” It
is, however, not clear whether the sum of Rupces 126 is intended to be
the total charge on account of all the four Karanies, or on acceunt of
each. ‘ .

6. The Governor in Council apprehends that there must be some
mistake in the 85th paragraph of the Proceedings, where the cost of the
whole establishment of the Company’s Islands is given at Rupees- 500
per mensem, whilst the revenue is stated in the quotation from Mr.
Robinson’s report in the 38th paragraph to be only Rupees 8,000 per
annum, Ife desires to have some explanation on this subject and a

statement showing the total monthly expense to enable him to judge °

“of the propriety of applying for sanction to the increased charge for the

Karanies proposed to be stationed on each island. The Board, will not
fail to furnish likewise, as desired in paragraph 6 of Extract Minutes
of Consnltation, 12th April 1847, an application in the prescribed form
for the increased charge on account of the Karanies®

7. The Governor in Cotncil concurs in the views expressed in
paragraph 6 of the Board’s Proceedings, and directs that the deduction
in the weight of coir delivered under the term of Sand Kusser be at
once abolished. S '

8. In regard to the portion of the group ofwishmds held by tho
Becbee of Cannanore, which are referred to in the seventh and subse-
quent paragraphs of the Board’s Proceedings, the Governor in Council
is of opinion that there arc no valid grounds for demanding their
cession or restoration to the Government ; and as this lady appears to
bave insurmountable objections *o any such arrangement, and even
protests against any further interference with her islands on the part
of the public officers, the only questions which remain to be considercd
are whether her application for remission should be acceded to, and if
50, to what amount, and on what conditions it should be granted.

9. Some difficulty has heen experienced in deciding on the amount
of the remission owing to the somewhat conflicting opiniony contained
in the various reports as to the extent of the Beebee’s revenue in
prosperqus times, as well as ber actual recent losses, but the most
‘favorable accounts demonstrate the necessity for liberality, not merely

munication on the suhject with the Collector, the |

AN

for the present, but for a series of years until her islands shall have
gradually recovered the ravages of the hurricane of April 1847,
10. The Beebee pays at present to Government on her possessions
Paragraph 45, Board’s i the islands and upon the coast & peisheush of
Proceedings. , Rupees 15,000, of which it appears from Mr.
In letter from Collec. Robinson’s memorandum on her application for
tor of Malabar, dated remission that Rupees 10,000 appertain to the
3rd  Pobroary . 1840 islands. The Governor in Council resolves accord-

No. 3. ]
ingQIy‘ to apply to the Government of India for authority to remt
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‘one-third of this latter amount, or Rupees 3,333} annually, for ten

years, to-commence with the current fusly 1259, on condition that
the Beebee will give effect to such reforms in the management of her
islands as tho Government shall deem advisable on a further report
from the Collector of Malabar. )

11. The Governor in Council is not prépared to say that the reforms
showld be carried to the full extent suggested by the Board of Revenue
in the 46th paragraph of their Proceedings under review, but those
suggestions may form the bases of Mr. Conolly’s communications with
the Beebee, and he desires that in making these communications the
Beebee may be assured that Government have no object at heart
beyond the prosperity and good of the islands and the concomitant
increaseof her revenue. ~

12. The Governor in Council sanctions the expenses incarred by the
Collectors of Canara and Malabar in affording reliel to the inhabitants
of the Company and of the Becbee’s Islauds, amounting to Rupees
5772-14-9. Of this amount, Rupees 1,369-4-2, being value of supplies
furnished to the Canara islanders, it is cxpected will be recovered ; of
the remainder, Rupees 4,403-10-7, the sum of Rupces 2,346-8-0 is

k<]

represented to have been disbursed on account of the Beebee’s Islands,

13. The Governor in Council concurs with the Board of Revenue
that there is no use in makiug any  claim on the Beebee of Cannanore
for the share of the disbursements incurred on account of the people of
herisland. He cannot, however, by any means subscribe to the opinion
offered by the Board, “ that in the event of the islanders still requiring
aid beyond the will or power of the Beebee to furnish, it should bo
supplied by Government, and arrangements made for the gradual recovery

- hereafter of such part of the charge as it may be decmed proper to be

borne by the islanders.” Even had the Beebee been willing to make
over her islands, the Governor in Council should have considered tho
smallest amount of advances proposed to be made to the inhabitants in
coin to be out of all proportion to their numbers or importance, and
whatever interest he may have for their welfare and relief from their
impoverished condition, it muast not be overlooked that Government
are liable to equally urgent calls on their benevolence, which in this
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instance Las been exerted (including the proposed remission to the
» Beebee) to the utmost admissible bounds.

Ordered that the following letter be despatched.
(Swned) H. C. MONTGOMERY,

Seeretary to Government.

RevENUE DEPARTMENT.

No. 1,007. ,
To _ .
. J. HALLIDAY, Esq.,
Secretary to the Government of India.
Str, ‘

With reference to the letters noted in the margin, Iam directed by the.

R *ble
From Government of India, 3rd July 1847, No. 557. lght Hon’ble

¥rom * do. do. ., 14thAug’ do. , 720. the Governo, Ou
Extract Minutes of Consultation, 12th April do.* ,, 470. : Council t
From Collector of Malabar, 12th Augnst 1847, » 18, enclo, 1.

- To do. of Canars, 20th  do. do. w337, quest that y..
Bxtract Proes. Beard of Rev., 12th do.  do, »w 375, do. 1.

Extvact Minuates of Consultation, 24th Aug. 1847,

From Collector of Malabar, 20th Septemberdo. , 23, do. 3.

From do, of Canara, 22nd  do. do. 10, do. 1. .

Extract Mirutes of Consultation, 16th Oct.do. ,, 1,146, tion an,d orders

From Collocter of Malabar, 9th Marck 1848, 7, do. 1. gof the Govern-

Extract Minutes »f Consultation, 15th Aprildo, ,, 302. .
From Collector of Mainbar, 23rd June do. ,, In ment of India,
Extract Minutes of Conzaltation, 10th Nov. do. .+, 1,225, with

Memorandum by the Right Honorable the Pres sident. copy of a ch‘{‘D-
From Colloctor of Mnlabu:, 4ra -‘*‘ebxuarv 1849, No.'3, enclos. 2, Spondence with .

with order,

From Collector of Malabar, 20th Juue 1849, No. 15, with order, the Collectors -

enclo, 1. of Malabar and
Extract Proceedings Board of Hwonne, 2nd Aun. 1849, No. 349,

enclos. 11, Canara aud the

- Minute by the Right Houomble the Plee.dent. 10th September 1840, Board of Re-
Extract Minutes of Consultation, 19tk October 1849, No. 1,006,

veune regard-.
ing a hurricane which occurred in-April 1847 on the Laccadive quandx ~

attended with most disastrous results, involving great loss of lifoand -
property, especially in two of the islands belonvmg to the Becbeo of .
Cann:more. :
. ‘The nature and extent of the relief affordod to the suﬁ'ennrr inhabi-
tants both in tho Beébee's islands and on 4hose belonging to the
Company, and the arrangements made for promoting their welfare, are
entered into at consid rable length in the reports of thelocal officers and
in the orders passed thereon, and necd no notice in this place bey ond
the expression of the hope of this Government that those measures will
receive the concurrence and approbation ¢¥ the Government of India.
8., Tho Governor and Councxl requests the attention of the Govern-
ment of India. to the views recorded. by this Government in respect of

Y ots will submit, for
the considera- .
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the islands forming the possession of the Beebee of Cannanore. It has

‘already been stated that two of these islands have suffered greatly

from the hurricane, and as the Beebee has on that account applied for
a remission of one-half of her tribute for 15 years, tho Governor in
Council has, upon mature consideration of her losses, come to the -~
determination of reconfinending an annual remission from her peishcush
of Rupees 3,333% for ten years, to commence with tho current fusly 1259,
on her consenting to give effect to such reforms in the management of her
islands as, on further communication with the local officers, may be
deemed advisable, and he now solicits that authority to that effect may

: be granted by the Government of India.

(Signed)  H. C. MONTGOMERY,
Fort St. GEORGE, Secrctary to Government.
19¢h October 1849.
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