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T. PYCRGFET, ilsc.,
Secretary to the Board of Hovenue,
Madras.

I bave the hener to-transmit copy of a Report drawm ap by my
mm(m’ Mr. Bs h-moa an the gongral condition and vesourses of the

ve Isiands aitached to this District, They wers visited

Ammu.Vn’JTL & "
by him in early part of 1845, aud it was upon that occasion that he was
a0 sucressful in saving the cargo ef the ship “Ceylou” whiok had been ‘
vecked and ahandonad on cne of the reefs, Mr. Robinson is the ﬁrst;
athority in this Distriet who has visited these Islauds since
they have come under the protection of the British Government, and the
manner ip whuh he has-availed himself of this opportunny for gathoring
iuformation apon every subject of importance convected with this interest-
ing Group, caunet I think fail to meet with the bigh approbation of the

Board. His Roport containg the fulles: statistical acconnt of each Islund

with respect to its population and resources, the state of their: cuitivation
and trade, and the comparative prosperity of vaeh; as well as the geoers!
character of the psople, the stawe of vrime, and ths wods of adininistering
justice, and ke has added a very full and complele agoount of the furmer
and present state®f the (oir Monapoly shewing the amount of ltevenus
derived from that source since the cnminencement of the Company's Go-
veroment. The information {urnished by Mr. Robinsen is in short se
Oump‘iete that it appears unnecessary for we to do more in submitting it for
the Board’s perusal than.to aid a few obsarvati9ns upen such of the topies

embraced in bis 1zeport as appear more immediately to reguire sttention.
- . ’ 19



2 v

2. The most important of. these appears to be the plan which _f
has discussed in the latter part of his Report of substir.uting a lai
assessment, for the present means of collecting a small revenue from "
monopoly of coir, but to any such arrangement I think there exist strog
objections. It appears from several passages of Mr. Robiason’s Repﬁrt tl
any rmeasure even remotely tending towards this, snch as the marking
nucultivated spots, is extremely distasteful to the inhabitxnts, and an ¢
tempt to introduce a general system of Land Assessment might posslli
:d to discontent, if not to resistance. Although the affairs of these lit;
Islands happen from their contiguity to be administered by the same pubi
authorxty as one of tha Honorable Compsany’s maritime Districts, yet:
system of Land Revenue appears to be as unknown and strange to the:
as in any country in the world and we should not I think be misled k

Tadian aoalogies to attempt to impose a system on them to which the
appear to entertain so strong an objection. It is difficult to foressve wh:
effact any such experiment wight have upon these rude, but at pnaenjé;
welt-affected Islanders, but it has been se¢a that they were capable of re
belling under the Cannanore rulers against what they considered injustio:
or oppression, and whilst any feeling of alienation which might be pro
duced ia the minds of the Islanders by an i}rjudicious attempt at jano
vation, would be but ill repaid by.so small an increase of revenie ‘us
could be gained, it is clear that the expense of controlling them if they
were tempted to open resistance would be greater than would perhaps be
repaid by-the revenue they contribute in ifty years. Their remote afd in
accessible situation is alsp a strong argument against the introdaction of auy
system requiring much sapervision and control withont whigh they would
be subjeot to oppreasion without any effectual means of redress, and their in-
ability to make any payment excopt in kind appears to be a further objection
"to & -Jund assessment. .

3. It was never probably in the contemplathpg of Government to look
upon these amall islands as a sourge of revenue, mindfsed the very met-
tion of the tetm “land” as connected with revenue, appears almost s mis-
nomer when applied to a corsl formation covered with a thin layer of sand and
producing little but cocoanuts. But jitisof importance to retain the good will
and obedience of the inhabitants, and it may I think be considered fortunate
that this has been hitherto effectaally done and our influence over {hem main-
tained on & satisfactory and securé footing withont any expense beyond what

is supplied from their own resources.

3

4, With the above ssntiments [ mnst canfass that I ehovld not be is-
elised to recommend that the plan referrsd by Mr. Robingon 1o paras: 12,
36 & 44 for asserting the r'ght of Guvernment to wasts spots should be car- -

riod ont or that any yasiviction ~heyld bhe placed upon “heir ouenpation by
the inhabitants according to the cu-tom which has hitherte preval iled; aod

for 1he sanme veassn £ think that the a» ‘rangement for au equtal divisim of the

s

producs of eectain gardens referred to in para: 59 which e, Rolingon natices

28 bearing 85 hard wjon tos cwaers, and which appears lo have been inconsi-
derately ordeced by ove of the Assistant Collestors in former days and with -
o0t the antharity of the Ouile ator, should at once be put & stop to, and
the gwners alicwed to gec apy them on the same terms aa are ¢ njoyed by the

_other inhubitants,

- 6. The island of Kedumat appears to be in much the atat progperuus
oondition of auy of the group, and 1 think that the sngyestion conts’ '16\1 in

Mr. Robiuson's 36th parageaph for making them & small advance, whish be

- Bintes would be exsily recovered, tu enable them to build & couple of the larger

class of bouts by whicl tiy might held independent commanication with the
main land, ix werthy of attention.  He states that about Re. 500 or Rs- 250
for aach boat would be suificisat for this putpose.

6. From the 8¢k o the Tuth paragrapia he makes menion of the
and Balt manipolies which the situation and ciremwstances of thess

Tobagos
.
bie 1o enlorce.  The 8alt munapedy has never been

Islands render it im

en monopaly to bealnostgominsl and to produce

(A

in operativn aud ibs s

little or me revenug; tui they have never beon declared by autherity to be

abolished; and whilst fhis state of nncertainty continges thay cunnot failto be
mota or less vexatious io tha inhabitants partwulal‘l) iz Tespect of Tobacee and
on this ground [ wenid veature to recommend that their sbolition should be
publicly declared. It vccurs to me at the same lime to obaerve that I think
it very probable that it was never the intention that these monopolies shoald
be extended to the Amizdivi Islands, and that itmight perhaps, as o geaeral
er all Rules and Begnlations aFecting this proviocs

& 2]
rale, be well not 1o sesi
: thase Ixlands nnless spacially o dircoted by Govt.

e
<+

88 povcarnily esirpdl
7. This iast udservation sewsns Lo me to be mores particularly applicable
aud of Polics, Mr, Rohinscn has madesome

e

to the admisstratice of nstieg
sensible rexerks npen this subject to whichl woald refer the Board. Fortuna-

tely crime appears to be very rare in these e~
¥4 lands and what theee s, is confined aimost enti-

Parng 28 V4 |
rely to pdtty act of robbery, bul as the Regula-
1*



P

tinna are ois
¢ eoucidered to extend to these Islands it appeara to he extremely

;j‘i;],"‘lfv 'iu prepave any case whick nndar the law iu (oroe on the vontinest of
ndia 1t H neceeary to commit to the Criminal Court, <o much so that the
fj%hlf’ eitacr refuss ts come forward at el or withhold their evidence, »‘"'d
the ceiwe r_;:m::« aapiaished.  This tudesd is nothing mory than was to b8
jxpected m’r rhe communication with the main !anZl is wholly cat nf.}' d‘ufi“g
many oot o the yedr, and in nds %

fweiumt} " :Jz tbe yeary and even in tie best seasom the winds which 87%

age either t rom i
y o ot from the Islands rendar the refusn pa®s

Feg - B ) L )“i textgnding a8 it lteq ent y li()fs h(rnl ten xid\ § » hleﬂ
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263 oF a month snd the ihhabi ¥
ot snd the ihhabitants aro naty Fav i 13
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anthority an! influence wisi o
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» haarkat goticed in para 7% '

alneblo 1964 o ficer: bunteon ore i 1 o L appears to be u most useful and
viAhRR Stalad by Mr. Robinson heis v;«r}'inv1ciequdtely

remanaraied, eesms dee
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cot should be remsdied, and the
sn. With this

the niinoa S
i §n 1D . P . -
piipise of placing 4im morein the position of 3 Karnam
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sespociahle and »nwbice: of e

vigw angd far

i an Indian vill:ge, Uean sce no, better menns

1 ol 1, v :
of increasing hit emolugen’s then muking over
0

4~ +Y - - e M i i
to ths Karanies in.each island sowe of ihe Garr

dena whic ' :
L EES gtate , L .
Ated 10 have besn forfeited to Gavernment in former dayd.
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‘Bigned: T L. BLANE.

Catidetor -

" by mein 1844 & 1845, Though vaable to visit th

J AN

MANGALONE, 16tk July 1846.

Fl‘gm
W. ROBINSON Esa.,
‘ Assisinnd Colleclor of Canara.
To
7. L. BLANE Ese,
Collector of Conara.
Sir,
tian of the

1. 1 have the honor to submit.for your perusal a deserip

Tzlands of the Luccadive group atiached to the district of Cenara and visited
o islands under the Beeby

of Cannanores I made such enquiries inte their condition a8 appesred necessary

t0-ensble me to compare the two divisions of this group.

2. The Luccadive group occupies a space extending fram 8. 30’
to 12+ North Latitade and from 71 to 73 40’ BEast Longitnde. It
copsigte of 8 or 10 more or less inhabited and coltivated, and ene er
tso uniohabited islands, besides a faw isolated rocks. [Hsyond the group
to the North West stretch the extensive recfs of Cheriapanni' and Beliapanni.

The group runs neéarly
NAxES OF TUB ISLANDS. parailel to the line of

Chelitt. the coast at a disiance

Kilian.

. ¥
{uninhabiicd isdand),

ot 170 to 207 miles &
Felra is nearly equally divided
the} =™ o .

betwees the beeby of

Attached to
District of Cavara.) Kadamal

3 . *.
. 3 : 3 ' - . A ~
\ dininidici. Qanranore and the diw

§Bu£i.~1panni. triat of Uanera.
; ; - @ Tiplks o
,i Ckermgn:nm:.{ open reefs. 5. Unlike  sorsl
\Permalla. formations of thiz des
| Alati. cription the lands 2nd
e o ot BONEL recfs on which they
Attached to tho 3 20 il
{adrot. stand lie 16 or 20 mies
Beshyef Caunanore/” .  other
Kalpent, distant from esch O
Suchelee (uninhabited). and are a)l sepsrated
Aenkal. by channels of gread

breadth and  perfectiy
boal i jon they t of sight
érao from shoals and rocks. With one excephion they =zre out of ®E

of sach siher.
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Each of the islands is situated on an oxtensive soral shoal and
contains from 2 to 3 i | |
: itais from 2t 3 square wmiles superficial ares. Their surface 18

at : i
it and no part of any of thewe formations is more thaw 10 or 15 feot

above the ievei of $hc sea
wit sea. AN round & mors or lu-s extensive fring®

of ooral reef extenda hroader and i
la broader and 1more shelving on the West whefe

the igland naturally most re
quﬂes prot:etion, and B
the East. narrew ded abrupt G’

The ounter edges are higher than ths body of these shosls an“d
calonding in 8 ssaicirels st 2 distance of 500 yarde to 3/, of a mil®
ronnd the west enclose a regularly formed lagoon in which th
wes gtill that in the worst waather coir may be soakm; t‘; ':":::
?Qw water wark without dangsr of being washod awsy. *l‘he'bo:! mf the
islands 18 the more peiisst development of the Fastern and i . d
side of the ootal formetisa. The same feature charaaterizey ;I:mle:?:;
shosls ‘m.i ivads lo the conjesturs that they rose to ths surface in (he
form of circalar or oval shallow basing and that uvodar the : ioB
of the shoal the East rim gradnaliy developed itweif | t _ amA.s' tpm:::::a
and formed an island.  This gonjectnre is strcngthemm by the u;:mt tbﬂt

n some “1 t‘l ]5 anyi-., ti“s gl‘i ' l
i lagO(n lS 8
] Vai ds nﬁ ] Ll“

going on.

The recodipe ti

Leodn de Juav

the water oat 2 e8 the outer edgn of the reef nearly dry and
gels out 0'1 M!t] 1:1.5\}(,»‘ l!y twrn or *}"'Rﬁ heenches in ’he ,\.’uge

rim sufficien o
harh iy lerge 1o aduic the light mative ¢raft inte the natural
arbour, sevaral feet 4

ral feet deep evon allow tide, which the lagoon forms,

4. Tho foundaiion of ke sail in

in all thess iglands is a stratnm of
coral or lime stone which, varying from one
foot to one and a half fost in thickness i8
and of a pieve with the who!:eft:mﬂgly v ve tho bighest love of the e
out the portion of the format; rration shoa, ptrehes uuiformy throvgh
containg leoss wet tand s 123 which is above water. Within this crust

remavi Fave Spiaiiefs ~11 .
water to acenmitlate a poi;i af frosk 1::‘;? a‘“:;v‘ i)?.}’it{j:t‘;;idt?q :‘I:]vw‘:;.
AH} the wells, tanks and plts for soaking coir Whe,::, IL : iesh
waler, are made hy bresking ’ seated i [r

Soil.

)
The waud gradnally Brough this crust and taking out the sand.
“@ GauG gy zaily . -

slant remu:'I f‘ prostes fowards this excavation, and from the o™
s . £ 1
o o n, some of the wo'is and tanks are very extensive vnder
thig vault of LOrs Th -

& water in thege wlla iy ‘{"!fl} frosh Lat is affscied

by the tide ris;
o 2, risiogz and Falll g
) g and falling severa! invhes, the offeci probably of the in-

y
H

ug and dssreasing wales nel pressure an the parous

ontained.  ‘Watsr is abondant azsd never fails butis ssid mot te be
wholesome.
4. Above this orusi the soil Tes to & dupth varying from twe to

ot and is generaily aomposed of light soral sand Gasr but quile as

& commen sea sand. Tu some paris the soil s entively composed of
loose pisces of cors! wibout any other sl aud thux is end o be

sular'y well adapted to the socoanut.

The surface of the ¢
sontaneous vegetaticn in most of

ped, thely

wnsoon motgs smali crops of cosrss dvy gtmns are prodosed,

inesn shows that the prosperity of tho mnmuu musi 6ver depend ¢R

adonni f.

5. The inhabilanis 18 new },,L,‘,.,,h. ane ba 2 vroba
‘i{mm origin from Maliyais, iw teadition
Inhadbitants. prescrved among tnnm is that thair for 5

formed a part of an expeds

"

2 et Y 2 03 oy v ¥
whish set out for Maccs tu sezrch of their apostate King Bharman Permsl

walhs

2nd was wrecked on these jslanls, They certainly were Hindoos for long

after their first rettlement and were probably convsted not mure than

an(y or 300 years back.

“

seral distinctions of vagte, 83 Yol a9

5. 'They rstaia 8o

b law of modiGestions,  Thislaw I8
‘

stit) adhered to striu
caste wnd & numerons y papulation 1

ty on the island of Awipdivi whers Qistinetions of

ave heen ohstacles fo the gradun L chaigs

by which the custom of regulss gl descent is supplsntiag n on the
Shetlat. .

iolands of Kadamat, Kiltan and ¢
Tn Amindivi there are four wistse, siid to corraspond with vostes

o gnd Tanaka po::a:‘;d'.;; with Nawhoo -

ty Mafabar, the Turwa;

OF 1hess there are hut a o he ohief inhabi-

innty; the twe luwer ad more BUMCrsus Gadks avo the Kadgaher and the
rogpond with the Figharman sud Tiers of Malstar. The

M etaoberrv aud corr
higher and lower castes b Tasat do not intermarry.  These distinetions 818
V Sabiiants of the others being

ot
>
e
*
T
1

simfined lo the

of the Matacherry o
' offensive. many read and wWrite, and

v £y . l\ I
some find "'mpl‘?}"me“t om ihe enest ze Toachors and Mooksies.  They aio?

make good Piluts and several

1.

A, The peepie

have besn so eu‘o&r-iams::! on Arad Ships,
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Their language is a dislect of Malayafam, which they writs in A
charaoter.

9. The group waa discovered by Vasco de Gama on his return
his first voyage in the ond of the 13th Century, and has probuably
visited from time to time by ships on the Gow Trade. It is aven |
that there wers once Europssn setilers on Amindivi one of the sk
the tradition probabiy arose from the detenticn of soms ship-wrecked o
on the island where it is ssid they were murdered; there conld be no
dacement to European adventurers to setile these. Of their subseq
‘)!xiswry the islanders seem to know nothing, but for some septaries |
bave been subject to the amall Kingdom of Cannanore; the sircumsts
which fizat placed them under that ral &, Bre preserved smong the islt
ers enly in improbable and vegue legend. Ujnder the Cannanors T
the sysiem still obtaining in the iviands whish remain to the Beeby
tended over the whole group. The lucal

management was entrosted $o
Officer on a nominal salary in

Kind who lived on 2eutributions &o. ¢
the islanders. Theinpowers wers frequen

tly abused, and it was the -
pressive conduct of one of these Kavilgars, as they are called, towarde

the inhabitante of Amindivi which produced the rewolt of shat islzod

and the 3 cthers to the north of it in 1786 or 89. The islanders them

brought their coir to Mangalore, and profforad  thelr allegianss to Tippoo's
Ot ers here.

The supply of good coir was probably found at the time
convenient, although it is ssid that several wmsacoessful attempts wers
made to-inducs the islanders to return io their allsgiance, &t length an

tquivalent from the Cherioal Rajal’s Territory was found for the Canvancre

tlouge by the Sultan and Amini, Eadumut, Kiltan and Chetlat with Betra
-and the other shoais north

of Amini remainsd ic ihe bands of the Salian.
Wheu the Cherical Rajab’s territorica were ceded to the Deitish in 1792,
the Rajah was allowed to resqme this equivalent, the islands still remsin~
ing under Mysoze and attached to Usnara.  In the bond executed to the
Hoa'ble East Tndia Company by the Houds of Cannanors in Ooteber 1798

these islands are specifically excluded and no mentivn of an equivelent is

made. . .
“The Luccadives being thas attached to Cansras came along with
thet province unier the dominion of the British; but as they bhed
costituted & part of the Mysore pessessions at the closs of the war in
whish Tippoo fell aud the Peeby had not previously the slightest pros-
pect of recovering them, Lier olaim in 1803 to the Northern moat, not
A\

»
v N0
i 4 ) 2 i t conmi-
beiugy ruled by the laws of nations, stoed ia need of in tullge.n .
; i y slared  inalmissible en
crut : that the claims were decla
derafjon, the result was, ‘ e o
the érround that she had mo right to be placed by the consuest ;f h:;'d
' at & i ’ stoo no
in a ituation, & that in which she would have
in ajy other situation, than ‘ v st -
“y taken place. In addition to which, it was thought mb@ed
e i et L iv nder the declared
to Viest the Beeby with authority over the Lacoudives, u .,_‘ \
v ‘ 0Ty ey ¥ 47 .
¢ the islanders to her Government” (Tlamiltons’ (vazeticer)
&vergion of the lslan . o oo s
: ]Nutwith%tanding this determination the elaim must have porai
o ‘ 5 é (5950 Rupees! was 1 belteve
in fir a remission of revamue of 1500 Pagoedas (5230 Rup e
‘ l J | i { ! i du ate 3
saudtioned by the Court of Directors im compensation unesr |
é . 1 i as Enaa Jares from the assessiasnt
Jans 1822, snd is now remitted as K e
e - ; N N once )
¥3i¢ by the Bechy to Government in Malabar. The co]rxesx_:.o’r: o
o rd i ¢ S TII0%.
nethod with this will probably be found on yecord :n t.n]ar ( lm; : o
10. The salary of the Kavilgar of the Bechy's island 18 nm& -
‘ g Rice per aunumy
stand s pominal ene still of 12 to 16 moodas of Rxc«; ;v};' nw, e
| d Rnpees,
the appointment is conferred for a Nazzer of 50 to 7¢ : ‘padem "
by the islan 1
houtehold - and other expenses are probably found by the il ; iy
ffa 4s allowed to exact m considerable per cemtage on all t.at.. is } :
irOd;i(‘@d' into the islands, sud on the small surplas procuce which they

expOjrt; besides approprinting all the ‘mrtoise sh.el'l a‘ndl m::;i‘grt?gz:
by kho islanders, with various othor lLttle pen-;uas'ncs tgm; %P. Y. o

/ ssuming the management of the morthern _xs};mda‘:e.-. ‘,- \ -,) .
; 11. The econditicn of the ijelanders attached to Canara is Pperhay

. . N V11 advan
by 1 U 5 HAOL A Ll X ~
a8 }' | LoU W’llele the ol 18 B I A, s 13 t l o d ;
4 ) d he 'y en i 3

{ .

8/ goud H Ny . Tie
B { g . Ldition i the more felt by our islandors from tho con
1C1r GO : = N

tages of tl
trast being o Doul. e
4 ' ady &n wyny lalib
and 21l official interference they bave a rcady awnd n sl e
b chung g prices, Com-
for their principal surplus produce at rur and unchang. g prices
or 1] ipal snrt

i he land
. Fa ardoy e las
Eatirely axeupted from direst burdeas on th 3
’ Py mavket

i ithe of tha year only, were
fiunivation being open during 3 or 4 months of the rear only,

their whole surplus raw prodace onm their own hauds tlmy] ;nl‘i::iaimi
difficulty in walching the markei, and the s:zm}e o:xx:aq:,xx'?u‘(; ; e‘ .
cagy to cheat and oppress them. In ‘pras‘tme at least tlieg o :(,hes
apaffected by the Salt Monopely, aud the Tobaceo Monopoly only dém‘m&
them indirectly by enabling the smugglers of Rengal Tobaces 10
higher prices than & merc remuneération. o e
in the islands subject to Cannanore all surpius profnce o
nuts as well as of coir is monopolized by the rulers, for the formery

1 50 1 below
. sy 1000, probably 50 yer cent,
the islanders are paid 4 Rupeew per 1000, probabiy ot3 "5
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ﬂ;e warket valne, for the latter only 13i/a R ens por Caudy are al -
od, i alEu
; “A ,;;;)od deal of laud also, [ understand, is coltivated on nccé’ unt
of th 2

o Deeby by he* Kavilgar probably maiuly by mouns of prep sed

lahour
wur.  Intercourse between the islands js g good deal  disconrage

onr islanders smuggle for the Beeby's subjosts. The popalution off ﬂ’":
0, 1}

Boely’s istand i stated to be abont 3000,
2. T proprislary Tight in the seil feem3 nover t4 hava n
Rihtsto e S0t G @ question of much importance on tiese isimi'ld"
e rcmls, Unable at first to pay 8Ly assessment, ithe
azzerg & Monopoly of tho surplus praduce became o {gi i
nally the fund from whioh 4 révenne 488
. 319 iuuv"d mora produative than any equitabls assoss fé!:li‘
Asn merensed production only could augment thiy fund, every fgl lﬂ‘ fo"v
the gcer iv"hﬂ)li of waste land seems tv have been uffeded, \:wz::;t:tm

Qerived, aud ¥

never demanded and no traees of grants exist, or were over }1}.,. | of
:m enclesarey or land marks exist throughout the ist.uds exe ~~j‘“ ﬂ;
Vot of Auindivi nor does it appear that thers ove WL, E
for the oisapstion of waste land. Eaok - CVOr was Auy sy

and elalmed yo of

thor right than that of wv{])Y puned 5 bo wae
The properties in T P ATking whern. ki twé*’h”“!
intevmized M the most o Tees are conscguent’y detached, ;&nd
great distauces, PEL extrasrdinery manner; often single tmesi al
custom P imh o;mm:t:; other and known only to the pruprietor, Tﬁ“’
do shenp i large dm ritig the irces with certain louss marky, s, ‘h""
where the whale 'qu Y Z‘"’ belonging to  ditferent ownern, In Ammdsr
it b given oo 2 been long fully cecmpied, imemorial enjoy
un persons & prescriptive right to plits "ef £ grownd

fo 2}‘(‘1,1' stoud,

bllt un ')1(5
other
Islands no proprictary rights in certain parts of tha

#yil wa ""diu‘-t‘,
each
other is conteuded for, though streuyously and most

2

uunrcasonabiv  gson
I ”,,,i, h ih:ﬁciolbe‘! substentiated as agninst onr rl"M to m"’k-v“ﬁ'
¢ lund with 4 vie
riew  te introdu dne g m
of granting it . for cultivation, In the Tot of P v
o
discribed ” nfterwards, i wag pmbab

Awenidivi, \rhwu \nii hﬁ
- Iy otherwise, it was. kept for -0
i a re ;::r 0:uﬁt of coral could only be removed |

Y“J‘tnm of land nmrka here too " pxista.

Sull no  granta
gia of ihis iand exxsi,, wid ! have nut }wm{ ble b0 dxn~

than cosorunt eultivation.
with great labour,

sover how the families now enjoying it

TR k
memorial tn;uvmvm *ems o ouly elaj 'I:h

: ' i afm, 15
oxsfinary, Sits prmhym inder

inte :,n(;.v,::c:mum, I

it the mor: extra-

the eoir movmpaw

il \

) | P W s o F
rothing wwards the suppest of the fiovernment. Small Snzzers uf 4 1o
B Hr ang  were requived  wh the denth of, each of the hend  inhubitauts
ele Spmiites o Amadl Toonl

K or Moopah) for the continmance o

! ,‘:;:-‘_u:nu

seeh ws sitting ot the Moot or Funshag

Gkt OFItA-

v(.\h.Lxhhu sd

righiy ots, woariug
A

3
% M I NS N Los
fﬂe(;‘ih‘ CALLY 1Y Wiiaeiaad &Ko, GUs

wa grams of Lnd evoer

privileges.
] »
13, Mo proprietary right i tand  existiug, perpelusl aliwpabien 13
‘ cuite unknown s yef, on frees mMArighl o3 ure

sovurad. mb the rate of ome Rupus per TS

Repls & - of good guality, the mortgages enleming o
;' possossion. Bonds or documents of these fran-
of il Umnpm -

The fuil

Sides, Mortnanes, 147385,

+

nnd‘f oms Nimve never heen prewned the revollestion

*"—'“-*‘-“‘5 and oral tradition is the only guarastee for these rights.
tlon of the morigage.

of Stho trwe is eyuivalont to the redempt

P The yprimcipal inhalitants, warFing in Qidepent istinndy Troas TR G
£ trees o gresias

‘ jadividuals, own  geursully s:u‘ixsidemg‘{a SREOE 6

p«nrt of which they prefer keeping' iu i ewn Lands, Most of the in-
hnl fanis howewer bave small independent propeyties in trees; for Wwhees
o prupristary right wuﬂ wknowlelged  w claimed n the s soil, wack

fndividual besame an "owner for the irouble of planting, The larger trog

to those who heve nume h servite TeRIR only, stipa-

owners let trees
ter'e dry cultivation, serve in his

inting that the tenant carry b his wmaw
“bm:.t;, and stongh he bms the enjorment of the whole praduce of e
troes, and receives ulsa ibe prive of the eviv prodeced on themy he i
OUJgdd v export all his cewr on Hos Master's hents, it Bepre drawen

ftigerah iz the lomal nawe for the nufsvmentod Jwice of 3

uwsed hy the
plics his Master’s family with ons third of the row poedace, Leiling tha

3 L e T
b Yo ocwn RECOINIL

tioten paimm

{wtanders as & drimk ov beilsd dewn sl Jugery; he sup-

cost down ute Jugery Wi

Kud

o

This is the oniy ap(,\,ms of produsc ront extsumg on e ishwd Honey

ronle BVE & anknown and geasrally veats may by seid to by

8
cunfined to labuwy Teut. .

e of beanminyg owWuiTs OF estalilsting (homselvea  on

The faw
geeat,  that these tenants euwjny of

Jewn thickly occupied ixdands wre s

N B N ¥ i " v
courve lavorable terms and the alicwanee 3 menerally ivem Gt e 5(x

troes Dor man.  Quarrels between - thesa fenumts apd .their Masters arve
thera the principal setree of dispoie o R :
ge
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Iv sotise 190 10 iy :
vu o hava been owstowary for the poorer fumilies, in

fo - day hut
rmer days to put themuelves nnder ihe prote
to semd their ooir e o i i ‘
.‘ €I LU to the coast in their boats and te work s Kalas-
#1038 on these occasions. In many cuses also  th '
A S, hose

wore mortgegoed the furmsr we
OYer Was probably necessa i
: ary under the Native 1Go-
vernmdht, but these avo el v o Huive ‘('0

aims which the dependants a '
n 8 h , ve mow often. 'un-
mnmg to ucknowledge, and give rise to frequent disngreements, -
14. ) ; i ! L
‘ The Cocoanut may be said generally to be the oniy pmdnc;tion

which ean be taken int .y
) & inte accy f i
y o unt, for with

the exception of small quantity of plantatn jnd

' dry grains produced in the Top of Amingivi
any other agricultursl prodaction is very insignificant. Qg som; :‘ $
or T . A . some spots ho
Fot cccupied by trees a kttle coarse grain iy sown during the mg : : t
; ) b &1 ‘ ¢ 14 usgon b
be guantity is very lmited, and its value certainly not greater thg t!l
of the Haklal cultivatad in this disiriet. ‘ " : "

15. Liks ail fishing « its :‘
4o all Hsbing communities the generality of the inhabitaint‘!

are very poor, and prefer that agreeable od:
| ployment or pastime to the lahonrs of aé’ﬂ‘l'
by mature ti the Cascanys c:;:ztl:r:h ;I"ha b”"d e ﬂdﬂp&&
drgme of i e ¢ life of the tree, and at least a certain
coon, Tt T -.:, eem to be quite indip:ndent of agriclﬂﬁm'ﬂ
BRALIINE o frequent watering. In most of  the
ietessary to renr the plants with some attention for the 1st

Yyear; and gfie wnsp
M fer truncplanttng, to water them for & few weeks till they
strike ruot, the tree in then

&t p2

The Cocounut,

I sl s
slznds it 3=

riods . lefi entirely to iisblf aud cormies into bearing
var ooords . . . .
differont § s!and}:uf aceurding to the situation and seil as well as in
" 8y Ir 1 P . . . .
» froet 10 t5 20 years; it will then continue in Ml bearing

for 70 or &0
< years. Some were point i
asserted 0 be upwerd e pointed out to me which wers confidently

3 of & cent . "
watered. tentury old. The full grown trees arc never
16- foe tree is Y

. pie noy &
nut about %315 of the ﬁ;}za * :nrge and strong as that of the ooast, and the
‘3 01 the &izs only a .
and less woody, ¥ and rownder in shaps, The husk is smaller

and the fhre fiy

> ner and i

that of the Connt Mt Tho mat sty zinorc deliente, Dot stronger. than
i b2 3

and to kevp botter tb&n the Coast nut, alt
the mit is cat before bsing quite ripi.’ &
manurmg and waiering wewl] make the
Inrger, but & very lttle mora :

4 to be wore compict and oily
hough for the sale of the coir
It seems doabtful whether mors
6 tr20 more powerful and the frait
attention would make the tres much mora

productive.

i v . “
ction of the richer, cngaging -

good-will sei’vfiﬁes '

-

o
s

The DPalmyrs and date palms are ‘anknown o thess
T L] .

islands.

‘; 17. The productivenes’é of trces depends on the soil and situation.

Troes on the drier puris of the islands, with a westgrly or south westerly
¢ v e '
exposure are of little value while in the heds of old hanks and where the

coéal has been removed, or with an eestern exposure trees are highly pro-

duictive. In the diﬂfgent islands the average produce varies, that of Kadn-
mz;t aud Kiltan stand fifth or sixth higher than that of Amindivi er
Cﬁpﬂat. In describing the istands geparately the probable average fixed
byj': the islanders themselves whem I guestioned on this subject, will be
m{«mtioned. ' " T
18. The natives state that the Cocoanut palm should throw out one
: leaf and a flowering branch once & month, but
“Produce. this js an exception of rare occurencs, and the
: best tree will enly produce 9 or 10 fluwering
branches a year, bearing on an average 15 to 20 nuts while the annual
, produce of othor troes will not exceed 50 or 55 nuts. A gener i average
of 60 or 7O nuts per tree per annum would probably be & pretty fair
one for the islands taken together.
19. The principal food being tho cocomnut, by far the greater portion
of the prodvce is consumed at hbmé, but for.

Irs value. the small quantity they ave emabled to export,
prices varying from 6 to 8 Rupoes per thousand
are obtained if, after making the necessary deduction for the ‘expense of
transport to the ceast &c. we take 5 Rs. per 100 as the value of nuts
on the island, it will be a fair average, and give the value of the conoa-

put produce of a tres from 4%s annas to 51/s and that of 100 trees about

30 Rupses.

90. As the husk gets kard and woody if the fruit is allowed to ba.

. come quite rip2, the proper time for cutting it

Coir and methods of is ahout the 10tl month: if ent before, the coir
soaking. will be weak, if later, it will be coarse and

. hard, and require to be longer m the svaking
pit it will be difficult to rid it of the woody particles, and - it will be
darker in colonr and more difficult to twist. When oat the hutk is
gevered from the nut and thrown into sosking pits to loosen the woody
ports. In all the islands except Amindivi, the coral reefy beyond the
lagoon are well formed and protect the shores of the island from the
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wurl, their soakiog pits are thevofore holey il

the sand just within ithe

Aoeve
influence of the witringent salt  water, hg these the husks sre I;.m‘iied

il lie . © nar ) . "
2 e for a- year, and ave kept down by heaps of steus throws

N
RYCEP fhem 3 0 T FI -, . , P
i oo P fram ibe rijpie.  The island of :‘,‘nun("nv!

seenpios nearly the whole of the shoul on which it stunds, and/ ira

L] ] §=] pui i srfoetl Ofe et t}.a 3 H ‘ !
bores are  jui imporfectly protocted; the soaking pits are congequently

s}l fresh water tanks wunder the crust of coral; in these the water neyor

changes; i ecav of 4 . steintiiv
changes; and the decay of a quantity  of vegelable matter nmkes it B’oul

axd dark coloured: this tinge is imparted to tho coir, and is the ca}nse

of froguent complaimt by the buyers of the coir, but

one uvey ;,icn

e islanders hav ¢ cont i ©oeffect of ]
the islanders luve me control. A further effest of fhe fresh W(mr\‘iﬁ

to weaken the coir In some degree, 1A ahly
egree.  Wien thuroughly se akied ihe nbrmls

P&Tl& are  a ‘..u{v’v f.e\.,”p {ed f)'ujn the woaod I)V beatmL’ i tuk en out nf
Ci A AR :

the pia tov early the colr is diflienlt to rid. of impuvitios; if n«.ﬂeg(pd

too long the fibre will b weakeuned.

cotmmodities of Lurter for

Y neepgsarips of T ot 1. . ‘
the peeessaries of lite rice, sali, tobacco &e. and

¥io thesa islamds colr is owe of the

I'se of uoir tn nrtl .
Lse of oolr n pefly  the tem pe aiion i naturally grent to take from the

pit the coir before the weod is perfectly rotied
arii vy

it hastily up to meet more immediate

pecessitien,  As the Govorament pecod - : i :
the Crovin NRIEnLL receives it 0y woight snd al eertaip fixed

g9, the qua Hev, eolour and saps WioLwisling are s v cwxwicmhmm

k4134

GT'."H‘" 1 avierers T 3 ! .
.LY‘ the barterers Lhs Goir 15 made up for their priey traffiz 1w shori

Kurs of & fixed Ien'r‘h and weight, and at the end of the year these ure col-
tected and made up into lengths of 70 to 75 fathows as received by the Go-
verimonl.  The meking up the Guvernment rewittance al a certsin time
TYRYY Year is ansther temptation to anticipate the propr pariods of entting
the feuit nnd souking the hushs, T : ’

To rhese ©

atiribute the

dirty and il twi batn of vt o sy i
¥ oand U twisied stata of Amindivi coir, which is so frequontly complained

of.

3 .
t e ;»l‘.'

'P"{““““ s greater and consequently the use of voir in this
way mist goneral.

91 : . .
21. The differsnce in the quantity of coir mannfactared from a eoast

out and an island nut is very comsideruble.

Three lavge coarse coast nuts will yield one I
ed wnd s ealiic. of eoir meayuring 29
24

Guailily of enir proiue-

fathoms whereas 10 amall
fing island nnts go to about a th. of coir but; 4his

1} me % £
will measure 3% fathoma, 2 1bs, of sneh Farn meusucing from 7010 75 fathonsy

are mnde up ints Soodies of which there are furteen to a bundls averaging

5
13 N

alu:m a wannd of 2% s, A Mangalore Candy of 260 1bs, wiif therelure be the
pr 'dm @ of 5600 nuis and should contain about 20,000 fathows of yarn. Thus
if the wonunl prudu«,e of a tree Le abuut 60 or 70 nuis on &0 average &
ma.tmd woitld ‘be the produce of 4 or § trees and the candy that of 8O to 104
treey.  The umal price of uoir received hy the islanders is aboul 13 Rs. per
cun"y, the produce of 5600 nuts; the value of the eoir pioduce of a tree
wogld thevefors be from 2 to 21/3 Annas, and that of the produze of 100 trees
fram 14 to 15 Rupees. The average value of the tota! raw produce of a tree
ben r'z.g fenit would thus be 7 Aunas to /2 a Rupee, and that of a plot of 100
(#2. The mauwfacture of coir is entirely entrusted to the women, the
male population is frequently abeens on fishing’
Mannfaciure of Coir. expeditions, and in navigating their boats during
_the season to the coast; the women never leave
the islands and seem industrions, When the coir has soaked suﬂiclently long,
it is taket-out of the pit and beaten with a heavy mallet, when quite clean, it
is nrranged imto & looso roving preparatory to being twisted, which is done
potween the palms of the h:md in a very ingeulous way 30 as to prnduw )
yaen of two strands at onee, No mochanical aid, even of the rudest deseri--
tion, hus yet found its way into these islands.

2.2 A considsrable number of trees are eut for the j Juice whwh s mauck

Wit

nged in s unformonted state by the islandors.
Nocra, Jaaey & They ave still so striet in the absﬁnvuo& from all

fermented liquors that tho manufacmxe of toddy
wauld nob be tolerated in the islands. The juice is drawn i’rcqua h and fer.
mematwu is shecked by chunam. When this neerah, as it is callég 1s used in
she raw state, it is dronk warn, and is sweet and thiekish und said to he very
putritious but is ot wholesome for sirangers. What remaius after supplying
the demand the raw article is boiled into Jagevy. The J- agery of thase islands
is in a ptially ligid state, bt appoavs highly granwddar snd scems to con- .

P a c(_nmdemb?e quaniity of saccharine matioe.  Ji is a good deal used on

A srea yialds from 4 to § aseer of neerah por divm, and bleeding for

: 6 months of the year wili }rodm.\‘.« 60 to 90 seers
Giaslily and Vilue. of the juice. This will vield after boiling 6 to
R Seers of Jagory, which at the vate. of 1 Anva

11/a anua por seer would give the annnal producs of the iree a value of 6
Annos w0 hali 2 Bnpre. When the trouble of cutting tha trees and gather-
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