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- Q. 10.--Wrmzld the v‘ym‘s dig wells, and so im prove ﬂw a J(tLllﬁ e permanenil 2 e
granted 10 them on casy terms t~—Yes. . ] o .
") 6. —Is the ayacut area unc?er small tanhs, gerwmllj as f't Ffor gardan cu.?tuvm ,
the punjah lands in which the _;ota aow dig new lvclls #—~This d:ﬁers according ~o local
and soil. . , ;.
" Q. 17-—Wauld you allow of cultivation in " the beds of the tanks. hmzd&d over? Ij
" how would o assess 1t, and how would you prevent cullivation inteyfering wtth heading
water l—Cultivation should not be allowed in beds of tanks. » ) .
Q. 18.—Are there any tanks in your Diitrict whick it would be bebter to br eac’
s0 dﬁow of punjah cultivation in the bed, instead of nunjah cultivation below them ?—~X
- Q. 19.~Are there any tanks inyour District so silted up, as € ];ave Decome practica
uqtlcss 2 muZ, if 80, how would you treat them ?——Yes, ' .
Q: 21 ~Do the ryots now keep up any tanks whwh the Government 7;(53pract’wwll_; ra’
doned ?~1In very few cases indeed. ‘
Q. 23.—Many ruined fanks have of late years been made over to the ryols o do«
qu ke with : have such tanks been usually repaired or neglected, 2—Neglected as a rule.
Q. 24.~—Taking all the advantages ond disadvantages of retaining or abando
emall tanks into consideration, would wyoi prefer mmntammg them as at prosent; or |
any locol fund, or would you haad them over to the ryots to mainfain t—Make them ov:

‘ryots or m‘untam them as at present, o
Q. ua.—-Wouch it be necessary ta legislate on the subject, and w/nat provmom ww(w’

“suggest for an” Act -—No legislation is needed,
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Q. 11— Would it be »afc to give up sinall tanks in jungly parts of the eaunt
are bu,t Jew wells, and perhaps wno flowing water I—1 see no necessity for making any excep-

tion in favor of tanks sitnated in .]ungiy parts of ihe country. - .,

estion in o financlal point of wiew, or are the

Q. 12.—Would you merr—.iy A,'g‘gm'd the ¢
2—T consider the matter both ﬁm* ially and

Foregoing contingencies worthy of consideration !
as likely, as I have said cfom,  destroy the tanks cutirely.

2
s
i

pey
o
]
>
o~
%
—
o
153
T4
e}
>
2
]
“~*,
e
33
=
oy

Q. 13.—How would Y re-asses s the ayacul of any works thal might
~No answer.
i qzumtmj o ensurcthe production of gurden

'\e.z v for

; for

Q. Y4~~Could waler be headed up in sufficie
erops, even if nunjad crops.could not be raised ~It might be so in some cases, bub
ame rate as for others, except for such crops as sugar tane ;

garden crops ia charged &b the ¢
insfance, when LtF‘I' is wquupd near lv all the ye ar, ﬁl ¢n domio water assessment s chuy
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Q. 15.— Would the wyots dig walls, and so tmprove the ayucut arvea permangntly, wsy

granfeci ff_s them on egsy ferms ?——-I think not. pd

Q. 16.—TI3s the ayacul arsa under smoll fanks, generally ez fit for gavden cultivalion, gs
“ihe punjai lands in whick the vyots now dig new wells —In some 16 s fit for wet enltivasion
and in some ibis not, but probiably uot o fit a3 near wells which have deen dug because of the

richness of the surrournding land. » ‘
. L _ ) ‘

Q. 17— Would yow allow of cullivaiion in the beds of the tanks handed over 1 4F so0, kow
yauld you assess it, and how would you prevenl cultivation inlerfering with heading u;u waler,

N o tank bed should be cultivatad.

Q. 18 —4ve there an y tanks in your district which it would bs bettor to breach, and so
- allow of punjai cultivation in the bed, instead of nunjei cultivation below them *—None.

Q. 19.—~Avethare any tanks in your district so silted up, as to have become practically wse-
less? and if so, how would yow treat them t—VYes. I would leave them as they are.

Q. 20.—How would yow ecmpensate Inamdars and ryots who might suffer loss by any

change of' the existing system I—1J propuse no change from the existing system.
Q. 2t Do the » yots now keep fup any tanks which the Government has practically aban-

demcl 7-—-‘?011&. ,

. 22—1 f s0, ), do you know of amy cases in which theselonks have been alimr'crif fo go toruin
from, neglect on t?w pm-t of the 1‘?(006‘ ?—No answeg. +

a

Q. 23 ——Manif ruined fanfks lmw’ of late years been made over to the ryots to do what they -

like with : have such tanks been usually repazrwl or aeglected 3—Generally they have been kept
in order, or rather they have not required repairs, and, gencrally speaking, all these tank beds
have been cultivated. . oo

Q. 24.~—Taking ll the advantages and disadvantages of retaining ov abardoning small
tanks into consideration, would you prefer maintaining them as ot preseat, or from any lecal:
fund, or would yow hand them over to the vyols to muintain ~The tanks should remain as at
present. The water assessment collected by Govermment is the fund from which repairs should be
web.

Q 25—*—}10%] it be mecessary to [U]h[tll" on the subjeel, and wha provisions wmld you
sug gest for an det—I sce no necessxty for legistation,

. 26.—Do the figures /)i?'en i gour foviner veport on this subject, include all the tanks
that in your opinion might be advantugeously made over to the ryols 7—1 think ne tanks should
be given over to ryots.
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over fothe ryots, wid what precaations would you
adopt for maintaininy then in thorough vepuiv!
I think thie werks should be put in proper
rbpair before being transferred. A proper Estab-
lislhment should be entertained to dircet the
ryots itsthe exeention of the work, and to enforee
the penalty in cascs where the ryots neglect their

works or refuse to attend to them,

Q. 7. Would it be necessciy to take « wiilten

agreement from all the pertics intevested, before

wny work is nutde orer o them ; and how could
the provisions of sucl win agreernent be eiforced ?
—-— L think a written agreement would be neces-
sary. I suppose there wonld be no diflienlty in

having it drawn up in’a form to make it binding,

in the same manuer as other civ 11 contracts under

existing laws,

.

Q. 8. If all the parties interested do not agree,
would yaw hand over the work lo ene or more indi-
viduals, subject to their distributing water to ail
the cultivalors according to custom; aid  how
would you ew.]bﬂr—cé sush aw arrangement Leing ucted
up fo ! —— I would not. 1In such eases, I would
allow the work to remain as at pré'f;om.

Q. 9. Do you think that the ryots would feep

np such tanks, or s gradual  deterioradion and

Jinal destruction to be apprehended ? for dustance,

should brmw?écs ocour, wonld the ryofs be Likely to
I think final destruction is to

close them ?
be apprehended. The people do not, with rare

_exceptions, repair tanks that are now their pro-

perty, and, in cases whu 2 the Collector has sufli-
cient influence-or suthority to force the people to
dosomethingtowards therepair of theirworks,they
colleet the arnfount required amongst themselves,
and get the work done by the D. 2. W. through
the Collector.  As examples of works executed in
this manner, I would inention the following in my
own Range — _

Deesabundum Tank of Aroongundab, rvepaired
m 1806-67, Estimate Rs. 540

Do do. of Paragundlapully, ve-

paired in 18G7-6G8, Estimate Ry 450,

Cutting a channel from Gu‘nguthemmrll::)r('-,
surplus chanuel to  Mookolathoor, 2 hamlet ot
Nasampully, repaired in 1866-67, Estimate Rea 80.

Repairing the bund of Mooshty tank of Sadac-



eaopam, repairved in 7 8667, Batimate T 200
Closing hreaches and” yepairing the bund of

Ramapooraan large tank, repaired in 1867-68,

fistimate Rs. 440, '

Do. do.” Ummavanpully tank, rvepatved
in 1867-68, Estimate Its. 170

Do. do. Venkatalutehioomunnapooran
tank, repaired in 1867-G8, Istimate Bs. 840.

Do. do.  Cooppagonapully tank, wpwn(-d
in 1867-68, Estimate Rs. 680

Da. da. Tl}emmﬁpnli}' tank; repaired

- 1R67-68, Estimate Rs. 110,

e

- Do, do. Navagnl  tank, vepaived
867-G8, Bstimate Tis. 830,
‘10. If so, wlat dulevests avoudd Le o cw-
dangeved Ly wmalking over the tamks to Hie yyofs?
Would the supply of drinking water; tn cevlain

cases, be likely to be éntorfored with, or eut off ?
The existence of the works would be endangered,
an.lin the cascoof the small tanks epumerated in
the yprecis of correspondence on this sulject,
we would risk the storeage of no less than
250 million cubic yards of water, or sutlicient
o supply one million of penple for 200 days
i the year. It may be said that these swall
tanks would not hold water for 200 days, anid

this is true to some extent, but most of themn /
b

have a depth of frem 1to 2 yards when full, anti, ™

taking an average depth of 1} yards, they would
not he empticd by absorption and evaporation
alone in less than 108 days, or at the rate of § an
inch of depth aday. When the people talk ol so
many months tank, they mean the time a tank

~—when full—will supplythe ayacut under it, and.

4

not the time in which the water would disappear, .~

if’ there was none of it drawn off for Irrigation
purposes ; even supposing that these tanks dry wp
in 2 or 3 months, their utility does not cease with
the disappearance of the water, a great portion
of which is absorbed in the subsoil, and held in
suspension as a feeder for all the wells in the
neighboyrhood. Looking at the matterin thialight -
alone, it is of very (rwntlmportance and deserves,
in my opinion, very serious consideration.

0. 11, TWould it be sajc to give wp small tanks
n jungly Z?{Ufo of the country, wheve there ave bt
few avells, and’ pulmpc o flowing waler ? ——
I thmh nob. - “
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Mr. Ropixsox.
Major QAW STEWART.

1
i
1
'

. Crarexe, in the Chair,

Mr OsmAvanNEssy, Assistant Fogineer in the Novth. Distriet, re-called and examined.

Question 1 an Clrealior No. 5—ds an aliprie-
Pive to the munintenance Q/' minorirrigation works
g the communtation or enfurcement of kudi-neria-
wonid, 03 Ly the imposition of waew irrigation cess,
what do o think of the teausfer to the Ryolz of
 cevtain eloss of swinor {rrigation works ! ——
T do net think it wdvisable under any eireum-
staneces, '

Q.2 1f you ave L gurvor of His, what elass
of aninor divigation wovks aould you fransfer?
o Should such a course Ledecided upon, I
wonld give up all viver and @:pn’ng channels, and
all the 8 clasd tanks, that is Lo say, tanks that
can hiold suflicient water to 1rrigate about 5 eaw-
niss of Jand

Q. 8. What ge§eval { fmit of avea and assess-
ment wovld yonafic on, and awdat erceplions

avould sov maked -i— I wounld have no limit of

areq or .'Lss;e.cnnex}f;‘t:rr{ vegard to the works classi-
ficd above. 127{h. weople ave able to manage’
any, they arve able to manage all. I would not
aive up any work that receives a supply directly
or indirectly from anicut channels, or tanks main-
tained by Government.

Q. 4 Cn whal principles and on achat ferms
avould yore make the froasfer, ond bow would yon
enswie the ¢ fovecinent of the terins ? —— On the
assumed prineiple that the establishment of the
D, PW. s not sufliciently strong to enable it to
give sufficient time and attention to these small
works, and that the revenue derived from theme



W o compratively wifling thal it would not
support the required Establishment, nor provide
for the veqpuived vepaira. On the othey, hand, that
the tnlevest of the vyots i the up-keey 17l
swiorkis s greater than that of (}.:._:‘v‘u‘nsmirnt, St
from the facilities which the 1‘yubs’ possess ot

eatinyg repaivs, that they could Keep she works
i nrdcr abn murh Jess  cost th'm Governuient
could, aml thar it would pay the ryets to do s

vien the -(w‘;

ting the D P W, Establislunent, as ab present
nized, cannot attend salliciently Lerths re Peqirps

'fevef) if the ncund aliotted

o rrigation worls in general was sufiid em which

e ease hitleeto ) but Lo

e

W J evenwith the con-
: ) prq.;;a:wl""{:;
rnee, and with the advantage which 16 wouli b

have the works kepb In good ondey,

sy Linee and ‘thuﬁijm to the pro-

Y idn”“["!‘uh"() ot the wo le.t\‘, anieys i s do

s by the Gmteo) sl dives

diglons

e

meng, mm:h mlive nunierous thau Ju' it
irad to the O, P Woand with remissions of
vevente to o tar greater mmount than wonld be
sufficiont to enable the D, PUW. o do all that is)
respuired in aowore efficient and satisipetory man-
ner than the ryots with any amouns of -anmtegy

supervision eanever'do. The terms of the tray

fer shold be, in oy opinion, nreduction of assess--

©oment on the part of (%‘ovemnwnt -«'-\'pu\‘uie\',\{. to

the mmount ’“)iHML‘d Jor £l AF’ }H’!Ut’? Nl (".llﬂl)(‘(‘

-

aaek up-keep uf the aw m‘«.~t.hx,, wordd Lo about

25 per eentb. in the case of viver ehunnels, 187 pev

gent. in the eise of chanrels, and 124

per eent. in the case of smadl tanks,—and on dhe

part of the ryots, an engagement Lo keep the,

worksin good repair, and to forfeit all !’Lumx‘

ta mtmo rewdssions  or fwrther yeduel bous, 1
y

suppose that the cancelling of puttadis held by
ryots who failed to repair the works, or who failed

to pay up the reduced assessment, would be safli.

vient o erdoree the terms

ws o geueonl rule, Do

AN . . :
Q75 Woulil the rayois,
dhid to fake veei these nidaoe works onw radieea
el wswessiend sulijecl lo the contingeney of exeoul-

i,,(/ fubipe _r( mgi;zs’ l_}edi';i\é’!:‘, j— | ihillk not,
o Y A ' .. h

rr

(4 6. Would it he wecesseery (o pnt hese sikior

(735 !l!’[l”‘[“v UNI)'

o

wurks éulu tarargle repoii b

et would Jose b\,_' lt.-; I helieve

s : . - ..
12, Would qou ‘ntu'ei'y -l‘zi'g(?u'd the question i
a finwncial point of view, or ave the foregoing con-
. The fore-

tingencies worlhy of consideration?

going contingencies are, T think, deserving of the

t the matter iz a

first consideration, but looking j
tinageial point of view, the proposed transfer
would be of noadvantage. Refd ring again to the
precis of correspondenceon the subject,and assum-
ing that the reports on which this precisis based,
ave correct, it appears that the Ayacut Assess-
mentof about 1,000 smalltanks,is 250,000 Rupeesor
250 Rupees atank, Tt isa well known fact, that
the assessed ayacut. includes land which s prac-
tically waste, and utterly unfit for wet or dry
cultivation of any sort 3 Teonsider that a deduction
of 10 per cont. from Ayacut assessment is, on this
aceount, a very moderate deduction, and that an
assessment of 225,000 Rupees is the hizhest Reve-
nue that could be obtained, at {nusenb rates and
under the most fuvorable circumstances, for a sin-
gle ecrop from works referved to. The average
coffections from these works at present amounnt to
150,000 Rap? state of dis-
repair in which the works are supposed to be, the

and, considering the

ridiculously small sum that has been expended
on them, and the great and unexplained falling
oft in the collections in Nellore, South Arvcor,
’l‘ixxrlcveﬂ.;" and Coimbatore, I do not see that
there is mueh reuson to complain of the ecollec-
tions, and I believe it will bear very favourable
L~omp‘nm€ with the collections from a similar
goantity & land move favorably sitnated.

\
“

By Lhan ‘oning these small tanks, the revised
assessuiend .‘Jnuxunts t0 175,000 Rupees, or to 75,000
Rupeces les;.ct}um the present assessment ; but there
is no guuruntee that the collections under the
proposed system would amount to 175,000 Rupecs,
and I donot think it will be found just or possible
toraise the actual collections to the ammount.  For,
besides the waste land included in the present
assessed Ayacut, there s a large proportion of
Nunjalt land  eyery where, which will grow
nothing hut rice, und, as rice cannot grow without
water, to abandon the tanks wonld be throwing
this land out of cultivation altogether. A further
deduetion of 10 per cent,, in addition to the 10

_per cent. for waste, is probably within the deshic-

tions that should be made om this account, and
140,000 Rupees would be found much nearer the
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actual eaﬂmtmn ihy 73}1.3 O)Olmpm‘ the amoin
expected.

Then we have the pr anent mllw t;lm minuy &b
amoint expends d on vepaity, againgt the e\pm-tu
eolleetions, cqusl the loss gain tr Ghovernwomg
equal to ALIBI=E0000 . = () it a diract finan.
ctal point of vicw, and withont mm:m inta ac
ecunt the valae to thﬂ peaple anl b ths Govern.
ment of 2580 mdhqn cn?m,.yazt by of watcn

Q18 Mow would you roass f*?s e Fj tmf 0
(m*[ works thut e7w7e,7»z‘ Hivz be fyzw«_; RN ——
cunot}w‘ the” simplest plan wauld he £ asses

5‘
the whuis.mea;,ﬁiﬁhé tanks, and thelr presont -

"ayacnt as Panjah; Lut the waste Land, and all lind

unfit {aedey cultivation, should be steuek cut of

"ehe aceonnt aitl)rfethelu

{3 1 Could waler be leadisl ap in S?I‘:‘??t}f{ﬁ.}ﬁ
mumﬁzﬁ; foensure the P wa!zmz of yarden crops,
even if menjai mzz.&' maah? 770* L6 raised? e 1
{hink ot v*hcrs‘ horedsa 1»1*&%13?1}1@; of %mmﬂ'
_suftifiens water for graden orsps, there wonld ba
o pealaldlity ff storiny sufficlent water for

rice crops, and, :L%"’Hxﬂ ezt of plasting the latgor

is wnch 1oss thanthe cost of the frmer, the Wy ots
. sy '

wouH £ oney vizk o vice than o gavden erop.
-4 30 : ﬂ ow’\{ ’fu’ yyals dig avolis, and 80 i
L Prove the @i wout are permancnil y, v it grand-

ed to thew o e1s: 9 forms T~ § think they would;
, but 1 wonld be necessary to-give advances to the

| poarer wy~ts s em ble them £ mk and tv woark
- wells for mtxme IR ) :

}b Is ﬂw ayeut are wadersmall taids,

mznar:xlh; as fit for gurden calmrezum @s the
'pclﬂjv leanids m fwku,u the ryol now dig new

queli;
ai o o
distriets it s, lm‘ n th‘ eoast Jisiricts it is nwt,

[T W’Olilu{ Y allon g}f cidE z:((f;'/m, in ihe
Cbeds of the tanks buwded over? i so, how would

- you assess if, coul how weuld you provent cultiva-

tion inlerfering awith leading-up witer! —~—1 .

wonld no® allyw enltivation in the bedz of mx?r

tanks that are 1o be kept in repair; much tl‘tm‘we B

1 now eaused by this bad, pr::ctm‘, The eulii-
vators in the heds of tanks cause

ery often not rnh* to the tanks but to eultivation’
Ldow ihie tanks, 1 by making eseapes and Preaches
ta suve {ho cullivation in the beds,

erious damagy

i, generally, Iu ths upland,

Q. 18, Ave there any lanks £ gour Disteict
it avauld be better to bieach, and so allvw of

punjai eultivation in the bed, instead of nanjai.

caltivation below then @ —— Thers ave some, bus

nobt many, /

I .

gn your District so
aetically useless?

19, Avethere any tanks
gilted up, as to have become 3

i

and if so, how ewounld you trel | them T -—— Thero

are. Iwould giveupthe bed,« And the laands below
them for dry, or garden Lultivation, and have
them struck outbf the list of Trrication works

v :ﬂt,ugether.

.90, How would ajore compensale Inui-

- durs and yols who might suffer loss by any

change of the existing systemn 7 —— This would be
apother great diffieulty in carrying out the pro-
posed system, and would lead to T my exagcerated
claims, I do not think that any dvhmhﬂ rule can

Che laid down for the settlement of such elnims;

gener allw they should be dealt with, separaiely 2
tluy arise—Dy compensation in mouney, or a
grant of Government land to be classed a5 Inam.

Q. 21. Do the syols now Lecp vp any {a als
which the Goverawent has proctically abudoned ?
—— T hiave no means of knowing il the numbers
of tanks now considered the property of the
ryots were at one time the property of Govern-
ment and were abandoned, but I know that these
tanks ay} in a much wovse state of ropair generally
than Gqvemment tanks. Thisis the ‘case with
Zernindary tavks also.

Q. 22, - If so,do you kinow of ainy eases i wchich
these Tandes huve been alloeed (o go (o rudn jfrom
qeylect on the part of the 'z-‘yoz's ? Yes. The
first four tanks given ag-example in answer Lo
question § were allowed to go o ruin; the other

tanks entered in the same list of examples are in
thie Naragunty Paleim Zemindary,  The proprie-
tor  being now a minor, the Collector has the
management of the estate under the Court of

Wards. Tt was the Collector who gave the neeos-
sary finds from the proceeds of the estate, and it
wag 26 his vequest that the works were undertaken
and earsied out by thiy Dq:zni.nmnf When I in-
speeted these works at the Collector’s requesy, noth-
ing had been done to them by way of wepuir for

more than fifty vears, and, Hesides thoze works
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which we repaired, there ave several others in a
most ruinous state. '

Q.23 Many vuined taids huve, of lute ;/(m-m
been made over {o the ryots to do what they like
with: have, such tanks been wsnally vepwived or

'-)wglwtr_?«cl —— I dont know.

Q. 24, Toking all the c_ul't.*anmgas and disad-
vuntages of retainin g or abuadoning small tanks
into consideration,wouldyov. prefer mudntaininy
Ulan as uk presend, or from anl local fund, or
fcnou/d you kand them over to the vyots to naii-
" tain? T would maintain all serviceable or
repairable tanks as at present; useless tanks are

an incumbrance, and I would defsm‘ov them- alto-

gether. About 5 per cent.’ of the tanks in this

: dxstnc are useless.

Q. 2’. Wauld it be n('u’.s.scerL/t() /egwlrdeuw i/’u'
subject, and what provisions would you sugyest
for an Ak 2. 1 do not think that any further
. legislation is’neceqsary If it is decided. to give

s up t.he tanks, Tsuppos e ib would be done in eases
ouly where the people were willing to take themy,
and for this purpose a special Aet does nob seem

neeessary. . ',

Q. 26. Do the figures given in your former

report on this subject, include «ll the tanks that in
your opintow tivight be CEJL‘U')M,L’/I’(W.SIJ made beey

to the ayols ? I have wade no previous re-

“ports on this subjeet.

v

“Peplics of Mr. I Boath Snpervmm. in ch&rgfe of [o. 1 ox Wal sjnly Range, Naovth

»  Aréot Pistr‘cs. m Q:re jar Mo, 3.

‘\_

ADS \\ZDO‘\,JF\‘T Ol‘ SMALL ¢

K

ANES 10 TIIL‘ RYCOTA.

f{;}ruégﬁgn e ach o viberiecotn A har winienance m minar fcti\}«ltlu?b warks, by the COMmBI T

faf[(;n or enforcemmnt of Kudi- maramit, ar by the zmrmm‘mn of a new trrigation coss whot do
w—ou " think of the tra wher to the ryots of @ certuin clas.s‘ of minor irvigation works ?~—No Kudi-

;11313!] vt to commutbo or c-mon,(- in Wallgjah § so it can m;f reraniu €o.. Ap irrigation cess is mogt

f;moessnry Bub to transfer m,:y irrigation to the ryots, would be certain loss to Governmoent,
Jo truction of the works and incaleulable amount of destitubion among all concerned at an

‘:(, vly date. : . SR - . .

d 2Tt you are in Fuwour of this, what class of minoy rrigationworks would you- trangfer 2

: »-I certainly would not m'\ke any such transfer at all,

)

Q,. BTt qmuvﬂ .m.t’ of arc and asse sssmn it avonld r/nu_/z r on, ard what eeceplions would

AN

S Q. 4.—0n what p/z,mzplw:, and on what terms would you make the fran a,'er and how would
qou enswre the enforcenvent of the teris #—I would make ho guch transfor at all, and avoid
endeavouring to enforce what would soon appear 1mpo‘~%xble

\ o inake 2—1 certainly would not m:ﬂxe any such. tragsfer

Q. b—Would the vyots, as a geacral rile, be r/lal to take over these minor works on &
*Mn/‘crl assessment, subject fo the contingency of evecuting jv'm;u repatrs themselios P=mXis a
g’f‘“lel‘{ﬂ rule the ryots, an a redue sed assessment, would take them, butas for execubing any thing

4y needfal repaiv themselves, do not expect any such thm“'. Such irrigation works would be

negi ot 2d from the day of transfer.  The works and vyots wounld dwindle down together, the
furn{ to a barren wilderness, and the latter to object poverty.

; | G—Would it be necossary to put these minor works into thorough repaiv before handing
then

repy

of ﬁ :

ter to the rijols, and what precautions would you adopt for maintaining them in thorough
’--Ly all menans put every irrigation work in t‘nm ough vepair.. But do not transfer one
-nder any consideration, ¢ '
i Q. 7—Tould it be meceseary to take a writfen agreement Ffrom ull the parties {vi,teﬂrt'.ste<£
5”f e awny work is made over to them, and  how cou?d the provisions of such an ajrfl‘?neré
o "J‘)rced 2—Tt wonld eertainly bo an idle waste of time endeavouring %o do either.

| Q. 8.—~If all the parties interested do nof agree, world you hand over the work lo one or
’”’”"e individuals, subjeet to thair on,z'rfihuﬁm,v water to all the cultivators.according o custom,
and Low would you enforce such an arrangement being acted up to 2T wounld be sorry ever to
St any such armn(remenm. Partinlify and oppression, would be the rule, not the exception until
the work was worn oub. '

‘ 1 Q. 9.~—Dayou think that the ryots would keep up stch an]“g‘ or is gradual Aeterivration and
ﬁr,ml destriction to be apprehended P—for instance, should bicaches occur, would theryots be likely
ta elnse them 2—The ryots would not keep up $ sucl hm}m. Rapid dotmxommon and final destrne-
tmn is the cortain resulb. ) . e

i

Q. 10. ~~If wo what inferests would be endangeved Iy making over the tanks 1o the ryols, would
he suppu of drinking waler in certuin cuses be likely to be mmywad with or cut off 7—Many
aterests would be ene dingered. The destruction of the smallest. pond is a loss torman and beast

’u the p! ains of Tndia, aud the barrener the mwhbourhood the more fhe loss is felt.

s
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Q. 1. --sztld 1t be safe 1o 5 pive wp \H\lwll tanks {n jungly poarts of !}»a somntry where theee
2.~e but fow wells, and perhaps no flowing wleder 2—It eertainly wonld not be safe or Juﬁ](*mu%
tostion “n @ financial pomz‘ of view, or are thé fore-
—Such ¢ question shoald not be regarded in a finan-

) 4. 12.~Would you merely reguyd the
gbing contingonctes worthy of eonstderation
cial point of view. ‘; |

Q- 18.—How would you reassess the @Y ‘gacut of wny works that wight tes be transferred 1-—

1 would' make no such travsfer at all, - {

H

- Q. 14 ...W‘ould water be keaded up io uszci??cwm’ gmzzz?m/ 1‘0 cnsure (he j}rmi’twa‘zun af g ((az'(?c'n
{2~Water conld be so headed up, but in ordinary

,\/cf

cmyq even if nuRjai crops conld not be rai:
seasons nunjal crop can be raised, wmore cspoaml!v if all such tanks were put in & good order

Q. 15—~ ould the ryols dig wells and B0 mlpruve the ayuent area pmnumemi_/, were 1f
‘ g,.anfgd to them on %Tsi{ terms #—I expect thw* would. . 3
Q. 16.~TIs the ayaeut area under small tunks, qcnmal(; as fit _/br Gar chn rnlfﬂ*ahun, as the
A

pun]m lands in w iuch the ryots now dig new wells 21t is. . \\
Q 19 .—Would you nlinw of cultivation in the bgds of thee fanks ]mmlm! over, if so, /Imn
'emuld ymz assess zi, and how would you prevent cultivation intenfering with heading uy water | ?-

1 would hand over no tanks at al) and culiivating in the bed of tanks is rmnatmn, and Qhou‘ld

s

at once ba prohxbxt&d : .
Q. 18. —Are there any tanks i in your ow vet whieh it u'm:ld e bztfeo* fo breach, mzd 80 aliuz}v
o}pae jm eultivation in the bed instead of nunjod cultivation belme me ‘—~I do know of none bncia
Q. 19.—d4re there any tanks in your District so silted up, s Jo have becoms 1)7'(1:(‘1‘1('/!”}
useless, and if so, how would you treat them ~Many or all tanks are, and will, 1 fear, continug
1o 5ils up, and anything like a correct reimedy is difficult to suggest. I have none yet so bad./
Q. 20.~How would you campensate Inamdars and Ryots who might sufer loss by any change.
of the. emstmq system 2—1I would make no change to cause either any loss whatever. i
Q: 2L~ the ryots now keep up any fanls zn]lwh the Governmient has p:‘ar i Y
wbandaned 2~Ryots do not endeavour to keep up any such tanks, &e. T
Q. 22.~If sa, do you know of any cases in whick these tanks have béen allowed lo go to P
from neglect on the part of the ryots 71 am not asare of any tanks abandoned to the rvo?

4 .
keep up, but I do kuow of tanks belmwmf' to ryols, and all such are in utter yoin ? the
( I
péople i in beggary. ‘ R
. . , : ' 1¢hes
Q. 23 —~Many a*umerl tanks have of late years been made over to ihe ryots todo - ii[;z‘by
lite with, have sueh mmf s been. uswally 9-@@139511 or neplected —No such making ove pita-
33}1 - . . . o ¥
. - ' PN 43 -
Q. 24 ~Taking all the advantages and dim/?z'(mi(wee sf velaining or abandonipy o ;nls
into consideration, would you prefer maintaining them as ot presend, or from any local | N
‘efer

would you hand them over to the vyots fo maintain 2~ wonld, on careful com\dcmtxon 2

‘ 1
: anv thmg rather then think of handing one of them over to (‘u{am des ,tructlon. :

Q.2 —TWould it Le necessary to legislate on the sl iect, and what pmmsmﬂs T auld ‘3!0"
“‘J&? est for an det -1 suggest we hand over nothing ; then we axe not required to. logmiaté’
Q. 26.~Do f]‘e Figures, given in your former veport on this subject, tnclude all the mnks
k” by 0 your opinion, might be advantageousty made over to the rifols ¥—Inno report do 1 voxmdc
a single tank conld be advantageously be ma&e over to the ryots, Forsucha handing overw ould
“be to utter des;ruohon.

f
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L d
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Major Suaw Srewarnt,

The Honorable T, Crarxke, in the Chair.

My, 'W. F. HArimawAy, Sub-Collector of the South Arcot District, vo-called and examined.

Aaa*za’om’ ent of small Tanks to the Ryots.

Question 1, in Cirenlan No. 3. As an allernca-
tive to the maintenance of minor Irrigation
works, by the commutation or enforcement of
Kudi~maramut, or by the imposilion of w new
Irrigation cess, what do you think of the trans-
Jer to the ryols of a certain class of minor Irri-

gation w?”‘lz:—mﬁ re commencing, 1. think v
it of primary m‘poz (:*n'y’}tc settle the meaning of

she phrase itself % give over,” as, in my opinion, -
everything hangs upon that. I thoroughly admit
that Government money ought not to be expend-
ed on petty tanks, and that they ought to be kept
up by the ryots, and left to them ; but I thinkita
profound inistake to jump to the conclusion that
they should therefore be given to the ryots as
private property. Not only would this treate
hopeless complieations of rights, but it would
directly lower the value of the pmpeuy itself,
while the additional labor thrown upon Reve-
nue and Magisterial Officers would bo ensrmous.
At present all the Irrigation works, .speaking
broadly, belong to the same owner, the Govern-
ment, and are thlerefore on an equal footing ; and
those wlio hold land under them have the same
chanee of a supply of water. Butdirectly each tank
became the private property of a different party,
all this would be changed ; cach would be trying
to divert and appropriate whatever water way
attainable, emboldened by the knowledge that
the Government would no longer take any notice
of it, but, as it was a matter of private property,
would leave the other claimants to protect their
rights by a civil suit.” And ovenif a tank-owner
bad not so appropriated water, there would still
be great likelibood of complaints being made by
rivals that he had done so. Ispeak purely frotn
experience : there are two or three villages
in this District where the faney of private
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tanks was taken up warmly, and all got in-

terested in the work ; ahd there -is more
trouble about the tanks of those villages than

"from all the rest of the talook put together.

Every tiny stream of “water that drains from the
waste ground after rain is jealously watched and
fought for. T have one petition requesting leave

to utilize the water in the road ditches. And it

cannot be said that this is a state of things that
miglt have been prevented by ndb allowing so

-many to construct tanks: they have made them

_in their own private lands, and pay assessment

for the watm -spread, and: therefore of course -

could not be interfered with. It is true that

most of the ‘complaints and counter-complaints

tutn out to be false or frivolous ; but there is as
much trouble in investigating a frivolous com-
plaint as a true ome. Again, the property itself
would be directly depreciated in value by alter-
ing the ownership, Government property is, as
a rule, muel anore respeeted than privaté pro-

| ‘perty.  There is still a great deal of wholesome

vespect for everything connected with the rulers.

of the ~onntry, and dread of incurring the dis-
pleasure of thosy in power. Bué with private
property there is-nothing of ihe wort, but, as a
general rule, 5 supreme disregard for the rights
of others,  When once it were kuown therefore
that the Government had abandoned all right
and interest in small fanks on any Luae sc.z!e
and no longer had them under its protection, the
encroachments, which even now it is difficult to
repress entirely, wounld break out unchecked,
‘Water would be diverted, tank beds enitivated,
and bunds injured in every direction. - The threo
or four ryots who might cultivate the few acres
of paddy under the fanlk, would of eourse take

eare of it; buf any other villhger would not Yes-

peet it, and would do what he liked. . Suppos-
ing that a ryvob took off waler from a private
fank, without Ieave, to his punjah laud, what
could be done ? The tank-owners. might assauls

_ him, or sue him, but that is all. At present we
can kegp it down fo some extent by putting o

a heavy water cess of 5 Rupees an acre in addi-
tion to the punjah assessment, though ¢ven with
this power it is with diffieulty repressed ; but
the tnnk-ownem could not -even do this*

ﬁsl scar«.ely suppose that it is intended to eAtPnd She
Rent Recovery Act, and make them * proprietors,” in virtue of
their property in the water, who would be able to grant put-
tahs, aad attackh property Im non-paygent of arrears of water

Le58, ) .

<

1

and the trespasser would get hiswater ye‘x: by year,
subject only to the remote lizbility of a beating,

or a civil suit, A eriminal profeention wouh
be quite out of the question. Even now, with
the strong efforts that there arc to prevent it, and
the detorrent effeet of this water-tax, the unau-
thorized cultivation of nunjab erops on punjah
ground amounts fo hundreds of asres; so that a
criminal trial for each individual could not be
thought of. to say nothing of the inherent difii-

“culties of proof. Agsim, at present, ihe villago

officers being Government servan‘i.;, fedl hound
to give truthful evidence about injury of this sort
to (;overmfnant property ;. but with private pro-
perty this is nof the case: private interests come
in and personal feeling$, and .even if Government
officers did their best to stop such encroachments,

. they never could arrive atb the truth of a case.

I therefore am entirely in favour of « giving over”
minor Irrigation works under certain conditions
and in certain loc alities, in the sense of leaving
them frbav: yrepaired in consxderatxon
of o xudg‘ t; butI am notin favour
ef# is genorel 3 ng over,” if the torm i3 in-

cnded o medn a lega: conveyanee of the pro-
perty from Government to private parties. I
cannot sco any-necessary cause for bhis, and I be-
lieve that, for the reasons given above, so far
{rom it being more valuable when so granted, it
will be astually depreciated. Again, besides all
this, there is the consideration of how greatly it
might hamper the action’ of the Ingincer De-
partment. At present everything belongs to one
owner, and the Government can ea arry out what
schemes they like, as absolutely as a gentleman in
his own estate, who fills up one pond or digs
another at hig pleasure/ DBub with a legal con-

G

veyance of every pond to a private party, and

hundreds of conflicting rights, all this would be
altered, and good irrigation schemes might be
delayed or ohbstructed by oue litigious ryol ov

Py danlaving thabl 1h G {Panbasd
ancthsr uusxamf caab it alivetedq & TS~

ot hnd a po
sibility of affecling, some petty pond, which, after
all, the Government itself had originally given

“him. T therefore stxongly deprecate the inger-

tion of any sueh term as could give a Civil Court

the impression that any conveyance of property
had been effected: For after all, there is no
necessity for- this ; the ryots are by no means
averse to doing WOI‘L to 2 Government tank, ahd
I can point to many instances where they Bave
done it willingly, and probubly would feel that
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their work was more safely expended on it, than

it there were a possibility of it being appropriated
by some private individual,  Tor, inthe case of a
tank being held by joint-owvers, what is'to hap-
pen on the death of one? TIs there fo be the
jus acerescendi, by which his right would go to
the survivors, or, im the contrary, would it
deseend to his sons?  After various lapses of
this kind, who would be the body corporate to
sue und o sued as ibe owners P Could an in-
terested party sell his own right, or raise money

on it as a security by any conveyance short of

sale? Or again, would tha right be attached to
the land itself, and pass with 3t? I am afraid
that after fifty years such property would begin
Liopeless entanglement, and valueless until it
could be re-converted into Government property
by the theory of lapse. Of course if in any part
ryots were of & nature not to quarrel about these
things, the absolufe grant might be made, but,
ag a general rule, the natives of Southern India
are not of sulh a character. T thorefore pro-
mise that by g‘}ving over,” I merely mean
“leaving for the purpose of repair,” and that the
tanks remain as much the property of Govarn-
ment as ever,  If this be not conceded, 1 should
angwer most of the questions in a totally differ-
ent manner. ‘ \

On eress examination. (L.} Why do you think
that Gorernment moncy *“ought” not be spéut on
emall tanks t ~— By ““ought” I moan that as
these tanks are small and very numerous, if
would be a matter of couvenience to Government
to cntrust to the ryots the money set aside for
repair, instead of having it expended by the
costly and elaborate machinery of the Iublic
Works Departrent.

L 2
(I1.) Are you personally avquainted with any
such ftaiks of less than fiffeen acres ayacut § ——
Yes, Tam, I

(II1.} Ilus Government wioney -been expended
on siteh tanks 2 e Mok as a general rale, Tho
small amount of money that has been allotted
apnually has usually been reserved for more
important tanks,

IV What is the »ature of the repairs re-
quired for  such fanks? Generally masonry

work toslnices andealingulas. In sowe cases cartdh

work would be necessary; but, generally speak-
ina, it is the sluice which is in bad order. But

P

Cwill ofE:

although earth work is not actually required, yish
I think that if they were given $o tho ryolsin
this way, carth work would often be done, and
the tank would be improved and enlarged in: this
way by an extension of the bund,

(V.) How often do such tanks eequive & be

filled in order to easure a crop ? ——This de-

pends very mueh on the configuration of the
ground. Where there is a good declivity or
ralley, the tank is deep, though small; and in
such a case, a single filling will ensure a [erop :
but in mostof the South Arcot Districts tha
country is very level, and such tanks are there-
fore extremely shallow, and require s continuance
of rain, so as to fill thtm four or five times. The
soil, however,is of a naturethat retains agreat deal
of moisture, and thus,in a fair season, iuferior rice
will often grow with little or no irrigatibn, almost
in the same way as a dry erop; and thus the
proximity of a pond, and oceasional irrigation,
o cop on eight or ten acres,
when &ao 2 “iutity of waterin the pond
wounld be ims -ficient for even a single acre of
gravelly or sandy soil,

(V1) ZTuking the cverage of the past five years,
do you think lhat the accrage remission made on the
land under these small fanks would exceed, equal,
or full short of the permanent veduction of oite-
third that you prapese to make Taking these
five years together, I think that tho remis-
sions would have exceeded the ope-thirdthat T
proposs to seb aside for repairs. Dub that is-

‘because these two last years have been peculintly

- bad, and nearly tho whole crop hags failed, and

thus almost the whole of tho nssessment has been
remitted. KRcluding these two last exceptional
years, the average annual remission certainly
would 10¢ be so much as this one-third.  Proba-
bly, the actnal loss of the cultivator in such
provious years may have very nearly come up to
a thied, but uswally, from the general good charac-
ter of tho soason, remission to this exfent -was
not necessary, and was nct given. In some
years, where a crop hag had water for some time,
but has ultimately failed, partial not full remission
Las been given. Complete waste, however, hasin
every instance had full remission in such years as
the two last. .
(VIL) In thesé two two last cxeeplional Years,
fas vemisston under sinall tanks been more gencral
than wnder large ones? -—— Yes, because when
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there is a small quantity of water in a large
tank, it may be sufficient for a crop on a small
guantity of land; but a proportionately small
supply in a small tank is of no use whatever, so
far s nunjah cultivation is concerned. It might
however be made use of for garden cultivation, as
*this is a much more economical way of using the
. water, But as there are no rules which cuvourage
it, nunjah cultivation is always attempted instead,
even when the supply of water is manifestly in-
sufficient ; and hence, as a general rule, the smaller
‘the tank, the greater the chance of failure of
crop under it,

(VIIL) If the tanks were repaired as you pro-
poseS would you continue to make the ordinary
remtissions for waste and failure of crop in tnfarours
able scasons 1 —— Certainly ; because the land-
holders under these tanksare usually too poor
to stand the loss of their whole crop in a bad
year, and there is not sufficient permanency of
Lolding by the same individual for the losses of
one year to be counterbalanced by the gaing of

another, It would, therefore, be necessary to -
reduce the assessment to a low punjuh rate in

ovder to refuse remission in bad years, and even
this would probably be more unpopular than the
present system, '

(IX) Do you think that with rising prices,
and the steadily advancing value of land, aslation-
ary reduction, as you propose, will not be a serions
and uncalled-for sucrifice? —— 1 think that if
the Government made these repairs, as they
seom bound to do, they would cost as mneh
as, if not more than, what I propose, owing to the
costliness of the labor of highly-paid oflicers in
estimate and plan-drawing aund superintendence
of accounts. If this very oxpensive paper-work
could be got rid of, the repairs mnight be done by
the Public Works Department, probably at a less

“cost than what T have allowed. T put it high to
make up to some extent for the neglect of past
yeats, und to make it worth the while of thoryots
to makewmctual improvements.

(X.) Do you think that if the Colleclor and
Tuksitdar had a fuid fo give out whei required to
the villagers, and fave the icork done aff-kand, betler
resulls would be produced than by leaving the work
fo the uncertainties connecled with the system you
I do not think that there would

propose

be any guarantee for such disbursements being

-
| &
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properly expended, nor sufficient provision
against peculation. If any check could be de-
vised that cost comparatively little time and
money, such system would probably be pre-
forable to leaving the money with tho ryots.
I think that the plan would be more likely to
succeed if the Collector carried it out by weans
of the Public Works Department under him,
than if he attempted it himself by means of his
Revenue subordinates. I am inelined to think
that if there were a simpler procedure in the Pub-

_ lic Works Department than at present for such

petty expenditure, it would be more satisfactory
for the work to be entrusted to them than fo the
ryots as I have propbsed. t

(XT)) Would not the people have great difficully
in collecting amongst themselves the amoynt required,
when large expenditure was necessary on @ work ?
—— As a general rule, I think that they would
not contribute money, but labor, and thus exe-
cute the work themselves, Thus, even for ma-
sonry work, $aey could doa great deal in making
bricks and collecting lime. Where these could
not be procured on the spot, they might be
obliged to buy them, but Ilook upon such as
exceptional cases : and whenever they could not
do the work, they of course would be ab liberty
to represent this to the Divisional Officer, who
thus might collect from them this one-third, and
endeavour to expend it for them.

(XIL) Do you think that leaving small annual
sums in the hands of private individuals, which are
Lable 1o become mized up with personal expenditure,
the best wey of securing w proper expenditure on ¢
public tank? Has the merai system _ever succeeded
to your knowledge? ~—— I do mot know that
it has ever been found to be unsuccessful,
or that the merai system, which this merely
resembles, was put an end to because actually
impracticable. If however there were difficul-

~ties about it, I think that they would be at

ouce removed by the additional provision, thaf
I suggest, of the Collector only allowing the re-
duction in those vears where the necessary work
had reaily been done. I loak upon this as a per-
fect safe-guard. : ’

But o far as the plan for the grant of ruined
tanks at a reduced rate is analogous, the majarity
of cases in which I bave tried it, have prove8 per-
fectly successful. That system is mothing more
than granting tanks which are in much worse or-



der, ab a'much greater veduotion, via., of somewhab
raore than Lalf the paimaish assessment, . Again,
thn leave to construct “wells, or small ayacubs.
ovér jungle streams, without any incrense over

the punjah rates, may be looked upon as = ro-

_duction of three-fourths the nunjah assdgsment:

“and this has proved eminently suucc%fu} insomo
districts, Thus, by putting these towablnnr Wi uud
that Whonatankdoeanotmlst ab all, three-fourths
of the nunjah assessment is remitted,” as an in-
ducement for its construction: when only part of

L]
the Worh remains and it igin very bad: order,'

C e

half the nunjah asses sment 1sxem1tted : and when

it exists, but is in inferior order, I propose that
onethird the nunjah assessment should be remit-
ted. It istruc that cne-fourth would be more
symmetrical, but I h'ne proposed the larger
{raction, beecause, ( just) I hope that tho tanks

will not only be repaired, but will further be

even improved, and (second,) there will be mors
trouble for such“work to be done by joint labor,

. than in the other eadas whers the whole work be-

longs to one party. With regard to the Das-
wandam gystem, the chisf instances that T am ac-
quainted with, are those where the Inam was
granted for the construction of the tank in the
first instance, and such eases I look wupon as
eminently successfnl, as the Government has ob-

ained a valuable tank-.at -the comparatively -

c.xemp pmce of a small piece of land. " The sys-
tem, however, does uot suceeed thh regard to
subsequent repairs, chleﬁy I think, on account
of the ;m'auab?e tendency of such Iuam lands

to become in process of time appropumtcd'

by pecsons who have no right in them,
and consequent depreciation of their yalue by
litigation and faidbiness of title. With Ryotw ari
lands and an annual settlement, little of this sort

occurs,

(XITLY. Waus the merai allowance ever as much |

as one-third ? m— Never. I hdave mno -wish io3
insist on that particular fraction, and merely:
named 1(; as an amouut that would male it Worth
the ryot’s while to closo with the offor.

(XIV.) A not the dispubes that you have
meptionad rather cases of water disputes that would
comz under the cognizance neither of Revenus .nor
Mayisterial Officerst And would such cases neces-
sarily ocour with tanks which are now worked widers
cerlain known rules and regulutions? -—— They
aro probably cases such as should not be taken

- : G

R
Bfind
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up, exeept by Civil Courts: but the disputants
would probably endeavour to represent them
in such light as to induce a Magistrate {o act.
Much of the power by which ab prosent the
knowny rules and regulations are upheld, would
be gone, if this were converted juto private pro-
perty, as the Collector would no lenger have the

&

Jamaboandy,

Again, I bave sowmetimes fourd the leading
ryot in a case of unlawful trespass on water to be
a mounegar ov head of the village: and I have
been able to put a stop to the unlawful usurpa-
bion by the threat of dismissal, gsuspension, or
fine: but if all the small tanks tiroughont the

whole country were converted into private pro-
perty, such complaints of trespass wold probably
become so nuwmerous that I could scarcely cope

- with them all, and should be obliged to leave

them to a Civil Court

(XV.) Woould wot the offence of the hean oy
the village be as grave-and as deserring of punish-
ment in the one as in the other 7 «—— Yes: but
there js a Circular of the Board of Revenue
ordering Revenue Officers to endeavour to pre-
vent encroachment on public property, which
is not the case with private property. And
farther, with a private tank the trespasser would
probably allege a right of his own, on aceount
of a contract with the owner; so that it would
turn into a case of easement, that could only be
sottled by a Civil Court: wheveas with a tank
that belongs to Government, T am mysclf agent
for the owner, and my own records will tell me
whether it is true that there las been such a
grant, as alleged, or not.

(XVI) Does the disregard of private rights
that you allude to, extend fo other property besides
waler I —— Yes; I think that, ceferis paribus,
Government property is always more respected
than private property.

{: XVII. ] When tarks have been maa’e over,
Las there been much increase of ltigation ? ——
The gener ahty of rnined tanks that have been
given at the 24 Rupees rate have been ina jungly
and thinly populated country; butI think thas
if the cxisting Government tanks in popdlous
villages were made overto afew individuals, there
would at once he a }m ge crop of disputes about
them,
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©Q. 2 If you arein fuvourof this, what class
'of minor ¢rrigation works would you transfer?
1 wuu)d transfer, in the sense of lgaving to

. the ryots to repair, all such small tanks as the
Collector* though(, fit.

Q. 3. Whatﬁ nerval limit of arex and «ssess-
“ment would you fie on, and what exceplions
woudd you mauke ! —— I would, ds a general
rule, -look upon fifteen acres ayakat as the
- limit below which small tanks should bo thus

transferred to the ryots; bat T would give the
Collectov discretionary power to go 1b0\e that

i special cases when he thought fit.  If it weve

successful, us I expeet it would be, it would

be oxtended o twenty. or twenty-five acres.
All tanks, bhowever, that in any way were con-

nected with larger Trvigation works, ‘should-be -

“reserved, :u‘sd-'not ‘mebed; on this favourable
tenure ; .and, génerally, a Collector should have

" power ‘to-transfer a tank fvom one clasg to the
other, By * &yakxt” 1 mean-the present capa-
bility of tiie tank, not the mere extent thatis
entered in the p‘ummsh necuunts

e et

On cross 'e:m{nmatcon, { 1, ) Daes the ayakut
generally yepresent the actual capability of the
tank? It never is very accurate. In -South
Arcot it is a tolembl ¥ correct approximation ; bug
. in some plaees I have known cases where the

paimaish entry wasr 1dxculouslv large, and seemed
"-10 have been based, not on any cultivation that

© pver was made to that extent, but on what m)ghtv

‘possibly be Teguived afterwards, and t6 have
‘taken in a lalge amount” of immemorial ‘wagte
land, so as to allow of the extension of Irrigation
if required. In'those Districts where the ayakat'
is generally correct, any great difference wauld,
mxse the presumption of the tank having deteri-
" orated since the paimaish,

Q. 4. On what principles, and on what
termswould you make the fransfer, and how
would you enswre the enforcement of the terms 7
The transfer . wonld be made in: considera~.

txon of a'veduced rate of asses ssment; say, about
two- thirds the present rate, or rangieg from about
2} to about 4 Rupees an acre. 1f in any yeat it
was found that the tank was in bad order, or not
- repaired, the terms would be enforced by simply

re-imposing the old rate, or, if necessary, a higher -

* The word is used - throughout- as ’“°’“d*;m::;§;§
Officers, mth powers of & Oollectox

1

" rate, till it was wpaued and the Collector ho,;ﬂd/e

give the order at Jamabandi.

On cross esamingtion. (1. ) Do you think f}at
Af the small lanks were given to the r jots mvc‘/‘a)ut

- any reseywation, it would generally be an accesIable

measurel — 1 do not think that. the- people
would at all care whether the tanks. Sivere given”
away without resezva'mn or still twemain the .
property of Government, and were only- given
for repair, nor that they would sée much “differ--
ence. If they. wete givea withéut any reser- .

. vatxon or check, I ‘think that there would “be

a steady process of deterioration; but, as this
would be gradual, it would not force itself -

« 5o strongly upon the minds of the Amfgbisfat'o‘rs, as.t

to stimulate thém to immediate an¥ energetic -
action. - . \3

(Ily When' you gave away tanks @i the Salem

- Distriet, a’ul the ouners in any case charge waler
L. cess, and kare theve been any  complaints about
~sich cases ?
" .holders of the funjah land undera breached tank
~cared to repair it,leave was given.to some other

In some cases; where none of the:

applicant, and then he said that if he rebuilt the
tank, someof the land under it ought to be given
bim: T replied that I eould not take it from

- others who held it; that as he “had the water,

‘and they had. the land he need mnot let them
bave any water unle% they complied with hLis

" terns.  In somo cases of this zort, therefore, the
* bailder of a tank g:umb}qd baeauss, he thought

he ouglit to have some 3k, the laud. given him ;

~and- the ryotsigrumbled when b tried to take it
" -nway to distant land of Lis own, instead of letting

~ them have it ;- but there were np bther complamts '
*.that Iremémber. I do not know what terms

were come'to in these cases, or whether ultimately
the holders of the land agreed to pay water tax,

" This, hawever, would, of course, be n totally differ-

entthing, when theland they held had been punjah

* fromw. titue immewmorial, to what it would be now

if existing tanks were given .away, and present
nunjah were liable to be injured by others taking
away the water; tfo land not entitled to it, and
after-all not pn)mg the water rate.

(111" Would the reduction thut you propose
be onthe whole ayakat or on the land cullivat-
ed? It would be on the land actuglly
held each year, and would be a reduction of«ach

-rate of assessment per acre,
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IV What do you wean by a higher rate ?
" Tt extreme cases, where the ryots had not
alfilled their contract in doing vepairs vequired, 1
would have the power to impose an additional
one-third of the asgesament, in order tomeet any
actual damage that had oceurred by sueh neglect:
But, 1 do not thisk that such cases would often
oceur, for each tank would generally be seen by
the Revenue Inspector some timo during the year,
‘when he visited the village for the purpose of
disposing of darkfasts, or of inspeeting logs of
crops before Jamabandi; and such oecasional in-
spection would at once bring to light any case
where work required had not been done;and
then, as a matter of course, the reduced assess-
ment would not be allowed that year,  If thought
preferable, the scheme may be worded ina dUTeL'
ent way, viz., that the reduction should only be
made in those years in which acﬁml repair had
been done, so that the burden of pxo@f would lio
upon the ryoty, and they wouldbe obliged to show
that they had doneérepair, in ordsr to entitlc them-
selves to the reduction at Jawabandi, Tnder
this plan they would court enqguiry, rather than
the reverse

(V) Would it do fto ma&b a remission eunually
- equal to the average. previous eaywn(i’n‘me, or more,

if shown to be fairly due by Government, in Sfavour
of certain tanks, i case a certificate were produced
at Jamabandi to the effect that repairs -had been
exeeuted that year ? —~ That is precisely what I
propose. If the ryols agreed to the arrange-
ment, they would have the reduction in 2 year
when they Lad fulfilled the lerms, and would
not bhave it when they had net. I <would
take the assessment as a standard, and not
the particular amount thatb the Government lad
previously spent, for this reascn, that a tank

vhich had been largely repaired by Government
would otherwise get a larger allowance than one
that had not been repaired, while agrin it would
not he so much required, and wvice versi.

'(V! o By «whom ought such a ce;v'z"{/’z‘r.rae‘?vfé"“u?
given so as to be & document that conld Le relicd
on by the Collector ?—— The Revenue Inspee-
tors are the proper persons to give the infor-
mabion. Each has about one-fourth of the
talook, and his duty is to live in lis charge,
and make a cireuit of the whale, 0 as to visil
every village once, if not twice, in the vear
Tle thus sctfles in each wllzwe all the appli-
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eations for land and disputes about cullivaifon
remarks on the state of the crops wg,w{ Tices i

~there has. been ‘any loss, sees that the Karmum

has got his accounts in good order, and finaly
comes up, with all the Karnams of his charee for
Jamabandi, If this plan were introduced, there
would be mo difficalty in his noling. down
whether the tank were in good order, and on his
so reporting at Jamabandi, the reduction would
be allowed for that year, but not otherwise. It is
the same as the supervision of any work : if it is
done, the bill is passed, bub not otherwise. Con-
sidering that remissions to the extent of twenty

or thirty thousand rupees ars allowed on the
report of a Revenme Inspector, he (‘ught &ux}y
“Dbe trusted to pass a few petty tanks of this kind,

The attempt to devise some scheme phtt will not
require supervision, I consider unnecessary, for,
in any case, the Revenue Inspector is bound to
visit each village in his range during the year,
and when he is there, he might as well lack at
the tank. So far therefore from getting rid of
supervision, I % always glad of any thing that
will ensare his doing this, which is in fact oll
the wark that he has to do; and when a petition
comes that requires report, instead of sending it

. to the Tahsildar, who is overburdened with busi-

‘ness, Iinvariably send it with an cndorsement by
the petitioner himself direct to the Revenne In-
spector, s0 as to ruake sure that he isin bis range
performing his eireuit of inspection.

(VL) I appears from returns before the Board,
that the expenditure on the small tanks of the Pre-
sidency has been bur 34 per ceat., (mclu ling Kristue,
N ellore and Tanjore.) - Under. such m- umstances,
do you consider {/’mt any flarge sac:-;zmc of revenue
18 nee fcd fo secure the mainfenwice of these tanks,
at all events tn their present condition ? —— No I
‘Jo not think that any large amount of the reve-
nue that they now prodnce ought to be sacrificed.
But I do not look npon the money spent as the
sole measure of cost, but I add in the expensa of
costly paper work. Thus, the preparation of an
estimate and plan takes up a day of the range.
officer’s thne, for, as he has not & sufficient estah-

’ qm;:.:‘ ul, ho is oh]iged to don great deal of this

work bimself. This at 500 Rs. a month is 17

~ Rs. a day; for a talook ovorseer on 90 Rs, a

menth to journey to the village and measure s
3 Ra., and another day would be necessary to
inepect it when done: so that every such esti-
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mate must be considered as including a cost of
about 23 Rs., exclusive of the money paid down,
Tt is for this reason that I am in favor of some

" plan by which petty wmk can be done without

costly paper Work

(VIL.) ﬂ’/mt sums -are expended in your Divi-
sion on such wminor tanks? —-— Very little is

over spent. As a general rule they are entirely

left to themselves. Work might be done perhaps
to one out of twenty, as an exceptional case, and
such work would produce an average expendi-
ture on all the rest to the amount of about 2 per
cenb of the whole ascessment :

(VIII) 1f no sums have bcm expended, what
stms do you think would be required to Keep them
in order 1 ——— Half the assessment of the irri.
gated land every ten years would keep them in
excellent order, which givesan annual average of
5 per cent. -

(IX.). Is the revenue under such minor tanks
precarious? —— It is on the whole more pre-
carious than that of laror;, tanks, but there is no
excessive difference between the two; that is to
say, it is only precarious in bad seasons ; when

- there is a fair supply of rain, it is as secnre as that

of larger tanks.

(X.) Isit rendered ‘more so by not keep.ing tizgsé
tanks in order ¥ —=— Undoubtedly,

(XI) ~ Can you state how many minor tanks in
your Division vequire to be put in order ; what sum
would be needed, and what proportion this would

bear to the vevenue realized on them during-the last -

60 years t —— I cannot spzak from memory with

.any certainty, My impression is, that since, as

a rule, no meney has been spent on such ta.nks
for twenty or thirty yems, they all require rep'ur,
which would average about a year's assessment
of all the land cultivated. I think that this

amount should be considerad due every 20 years..

(XI1.) - Can you safely argue from a general

average, based on the condilion of t]z.esuv!g&ks n
A s

the seve)'al Districts of the Presidency, o the condi-.
tion of them in your own Division,. or the way of -

dealing with them? —— T think it far sounder
and more advisable not to attempt to generalise
in this way, but to settle the matter in each

District, according to the actual state of the "

tanks. Besides the difference in the expend1~

- ture in different Districts, there are other cire

[}

s
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‘cumstances, such as the character of the soil, and
consequent variation in the amount of,)mtex #e-
quired, configuration of ground #id consequent
variation in the filling power of tanks, number of.
wells and consequcnt, independence of the peogple
of the smfrle small tank of the village, &ec., &e.
- A small tank in one District has not the slightest
resemblance to one in another District, where all
these concomitant circumstances differ,

Q. 5. Would the ryats, as & general rule, be
glad to take over these minor works on u:‘i’ucﬂd
assessment; s‘ub)'ect to the contingency of execul-
ing juture repairs themselves ! ~— I think that -
‘the ryots would be very nrlad ‘to fepair their
«tanks on these torms;®if not, we can devise
some (ytfxers. . o Y

Q. 6. Would it be necessary to put. these
minor works into thorough repair, before kgnd-
ing them over to the ryols; and what precou-
“tions would you adopt for maintaining them -
in thorough repair? It would be quite
unneccessary to°put -the works into thorough
repair, so long as they were in fair order. If
any tank were very badly injured, the ryots
might have the land the first year for nothing, so

" to cover the expenses of the first repairing. In
& few cages it might be advisable for the Engineet
Department to do brick work to a sluice or
calingula, but not as a general rule. The re-
imposition of the old assessment, or a heavier

one, would be a sufficient précaution to keep

them in proper ropair.

Q. 7. Would it bo necessary to tuke a written
agreement -from ull. the _pavties inlerested, before
any work ie mode over :to them ; and how could
the provisions of such an agreement be en forced ?
No written agreement is necessary, and it
would be difficult to enforce one judicially if it
were made,

Q. 8. If all the parties inlerested do mnot
agree, would yow hand over the work to one or
more individuals, subject to their distributing
water to ull the cultivators according to custom :
and how would you enforce such an arrange-
ment being acted wp to? Noj; a tank should
not be handed over unless.all an‘ru,d

Q. 9. Doyou think that the ryots would Feoep
up such tanks, or is gradual deterioration ahd
Jinal destruction to be apprehended 2—jfoi in-
stance, should breaches occur, would the ryots be
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likely 1o close them? The tanks would pro-
bably be kept up very well.  Small tanks of this
sort very seldom breach. :

Q. 10. If so, what interests would be e~
- dangered by making over the tanks to the ryots -
Would the supply of drinking waler, in certain
cases, be likely to be interfered with, or cutofl 1
Ag said before, giving over merely means
. giving over for repair ; in other words, commut-
ing a certain por-centage of the assessment for
the labor required, and iz merely a way of
Government getting its tanks repaired, instead of
by cash payments either to hired laborers or to a
permanent establishment. The supply of drink-
mcr water would not be affected by the mode of
pq.yment.

Q. 11, Would it be sefeto give up small tanks
in gungly partsof the country, where there are
but few wells, and perhiaps no flowing water?
~——— All tanks and ponds that have been re-
served for dﬁink'ing water hitherto, and from
which irrigation has not been allowed, should be
reserved, and not transferred.

Q. 12, Would you merely regard the ques-
tion in @ financial point of wiew, ov ave the

foregoing contingencies worthy of consideration ?
There, of course, are other points to be ~

considered, besides the mere financial result.

Q. 13, How would you re-nssess the ayacut
of any werks that might thus be transferred 7

By remitting one-third of the assessment,-
. or thereabouts, so as to bring it, as o general rule,
between 2} nnd 4 Ru‘[iees an aere.

Q. 14. Could. watm' ba headed up i1 sugicient

- quantity to eneme the: pmciu,etron of gerden
£rops, even 1 f na njed: ereps could not be raised?

- ——— In very'many places it would bo a gene-

" val benefit o all if ;_;'m!m cultivation were
practised” ms‘wd of - H*L?Mh, and the water, in-
steacl Qi’ bumw all drained off in six months, were
‘m'\de to Jast the whole year round ; hut there is -
nb wag of enforcing this.at present. As ninjah

./ cultivation is more profitable, a ryob who gets

~water takes a profusion, and when one does it,

the others do the same, They'npver’ can be got
to agree all to restrict themselves, but each takes
as much as he can.” If they all would do jt, it
often would be a far more luerative way of apply®
ing the water, and a benefit to the whole village.

[ g
b

Q. 15. H"'ouéd the ryots dig wells, my_.l 80
improve the eyacut ared pm'mmwn(ﬂv, twerg it
granted to them on easy terms} It would
searcely be worth: while to dfr wells “under a
small tank of eight or nine acres; they are
usually confined to larger tanks, where the
Liolding is more valuable, =~ Bnt .it depends
chiefly on the nature of the soil and the supply
of water. A slight decrease of assessient wonld
have no cffect in [uoducnm wells.

Q. 16, Is the ayacut area vader smal® canks
«;mwralﬂ; us fit for *garden cultmail)n, as flv
punjah lands:iw which the vyofs 4 ‘(,szu digy mew
avells ¥ —— 1t »enti'relffdofends on 1 soil. As o

ogeneral Tule, & fom amvelly goil is the best for
wells, as (1) they do not then require fo be faced,
and (2) the water percolates easily. Such gravelly
soil is. more often found in upland punjah ground
than in low-lying ground under tanks, where the

“surface to some depthy is generally soft earth, and
large wellg therefore cannot be constructed, except
ata heavy costeof facing. This is the rule stated
braadly, but it varies very rauch in different parts
of India.” Granted the well, tank ayakat isas

- good as any other for garden enltivation.

Q. 17, ould you allow nf ‘cultivation in the
‘beds of the tanks handed over? if so, iow wonld
wow assess il and Low would you prevent cul-
tivation inferfering with heading wp wafer?
~— Most decidedly no cultivation in the beds
of such tfmkat shonld be 9.1 Dwed -

Q. 18. As‘f ﬁzera @y Janks in yOur Dmtn
'zbinch it would be belier {o breach, and so allow
of punjah ‘cultivation -in the bed, instead Oj
“nuagah cullivaiton below them ? — No; it is-
better, on the %whole, to keep even the. bad tanks
than to give them up for punjab, as they all help
towards restraining the water and retaining mois-
ture, (as well as affording excellent pasturage)
evenl though, as far as mere figures go, the punjah
cultivation might seem to give a better return.

Q. 19. Arcthere any lanks in your Distric
s0 silted up, as 1o huve become practically useless,
and if so, how would you treat them?
Yes, there arc many tanks so silted up. Some-
thine 'might be done by re-cxcavating some of
2125 hest; bub most are too far gone for that, and
nothing can be done with-them, except any that
the villogers like to take in hand. While oh the

subject, however, I may mention that 1t would
be very advisable to chch the .ﬂltm" process, in
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cood danks, by cccasional removal of the earth,
In this Sub-Division, none of the tank bunds have
any revelment or stone-facing, but are simply
banks of black cotton soil, and rain gradually
washes them down inte the tank bed. The re-
medy of this, of course, is, when a bund is being

repaired, to dig out the cartly that hag washed

down, and replace it on the bund. Bub thers is-

an ald rule in the Public Works Department for-
bidding this, and requiring that earth for a bund
shall always be brought from eclsewhere. This
rule is based on the supposition that the soil in
the tank bed is soft earth, or black cotton 8011,
while that by the side might be good red earth
or gravel, which is firmer for a bund; and in
uTany places this would be the ease. Dut in this
Sub-Division it ig ¢/ cotton soil, and the emth in
the tank bed is every bit the same'as that below
thie bund ; but from therc being this inflexible
rale, a bund gets washed down into the tank bed
-in this way, and then to repair it, fresh earth
from the paddy-ficlds below is dug, and piled on
the top, which again in its turn gets washed
down, and so on till the tank becomey filled up.
Of course the silting-up process would aiways be
going on to some extent from earth being brought
down from above, but stillif carth recquired fora
‘bund werve always taken from the bed, it would
counteract this o some extent, and lengthen the
' process of deberioration; whereas, at present,
every repair adds so much fresh earth to gradual
accumulation, to say nothing of the land. below,
which Is made useless by pits being dug in’it.
Q. 20, How wou
dors and ryots who might suffer los
change of the ecisting system 7'~

Id you compensate IMam-

: by any
I see no loss
that could result.  If there was an Inam undey
a tank, and the [namdar thought that the repairs

would not be so well done by the ryots as by/

(overnment, and that his Inam would be de-
preciated, it would be in his power tostop the
transfer by his veto. Or even if it had been
transferred, he might any year move the Oollec-
tor to Lave the tank ‘inspected, and ‘the bigh
penal rate imposed for negligence, and as he
was an Inamdar it would not fouch him. s

Q.21 Do the ryots now keep up any lanks
St tie Government has practically ahandon-
ed ? Yes; I lnow of a fow cases where the
- ryots were at once willing to do work when teld

that they mwight, and that the Government was

@
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not going to do any thing. T, believe it would
‘be more generally done, if it gwe‘;e understood
that it was expected that th(r,%f should do it, and
that there was no chance of ‘Government money
‘being daid cut.

Q. 22. I so, do you know of any cuses in

which these tanks have been allowed fo go to ruin
?, X 13 3 * B aaand Y

_from meglect on the part of the ryots? The
question is not quite clear. . There are of course
other Government tanks which the ryots are foo
apathefic to repair. i

Q. 23. Many ruined tanks hadls of late years
been made over to the ryots to do Shat they like
with: have such tonks been usually repaired
or neglected #—— There are not many ruined
{anks in this District. In Salem, I gave away
more than 100, and in a large number of cases,

" when I visited them the seeond time, I found

the bund well built, and the tank in excellent
corder; bul in many other cases they gave a
razinama affer & year or two, and said they
could not manage the work. It was then open
to others, as In some cases there were three or
four applicants. :

Q. 24, Taking oll the advantages and disadodn-
fages of retaining or abandoning small fanks info
consideration, would you prefer maintaining them
as ai present, or jrom any local furd, or would
) you hand them over to the ryots lo maintain?

- I would decidedly hand them over.

Q. 25.  Would it be necessary to legislate on the
subject, and what ‘provisions wonld you suggest for

can Aet? ——No lsgislation iz necessary for my

proposal.

Q. 26, Do the figures piven’ in wour jormer
report on this subject, include all the tanks that in
your opinion might be advantegeously made cver o
1fe ryols? I will look through the previous
list and report. In conclusion, I will merely oh-
serve that a mere lowering the assessmons is of no
use, 1t might bereduced toa punjak rate without

_apy result.  There must be both the penalty and
the profit, and this, not by any arrangement ones
for all, but year by year, so as to havea dircet

he'Yon all the ryots treated with, and keep them

~-up to their work ; that is to say, they should

never be free from the full rate till the Jama-
bandi at the end of the year, so that the Collector
would, at any time till then, have ample oppor-
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tunity for discovering neglect and meeting it.
"My principle then is, simply {to discover what is
to be the average annual expenditure, and,
instead of paying it o coolics for doing the
earth-work, to pay it to the ryots themsel ves ; for,
as they have opporfunities for doing the work,
and an interest in if, it would be a commutation
on the most favorable terms. Any year in
which they had broken the terms of the arrango-
ment, and not supplied the labor, they natural-
1y would not have the money for which it wasg
gommuted, and, if neeessary, an additionsl riss
in the assessment would be made for covering
expense caused by their negligence and non-
observance of the conditions, - Tho objection
that ean bomads to the scheme is, that, like every
other reform, it will entail somewhat additional
work on the Collector. DBuk I think that this is
unavoidable, and that, whatever the plan, it
would ke absolately necessary that it should be
under his superintendence, And, as he is the
chief Revenue Qfiddr of tha-Disbrict, it secras
that this ia peculiarly fitting, and that such
things have a special claim to his attention. Other
miscellaneous topics have engrossed the time and
notice of Reovenue Officers of late yoars, Regis-
tration Offices, Vaceination, Municipalities, Roads,
Dispensaries, &c., and these things, which telate
to Revenue proper, have been lost sight of.

[

Pre

ois of replies by Mr. W. ¥. Hathaway, Sub-C ollector of the South Arcot
' - District, to Circular No. 3.

VI
 ABANDONMENT OF sMALL TANKS TO
. THE RYOTS, .

*Mr. W. F. Hathaway thinks that with a

- two-fold classification all the small tanks
might be repaired by the ryots in considera-

tion of a certain reduction in their assess-
ment, which would be made each ycar when

. they haddone substantialwork ; but thatthere .

isno nocessity to “éranfertheseamaller tonks,
in the sense of turning them into private pro-
perty, and making a legal conveyance of them

by the State to private individuals, Ho thinks

that if that were done on any large scals -

throughout the whole country, it wonld pro-
duce a large amonnt of litigation, dispute,
and bad feeling, without any counter-balance-
© ing advantage : that there would be no gua-
* rantee for the ryots keeping up the tanks, and

that thues existing vights might he most nn-

fuirly affected. He considers that as these

petty fanks do not produce any very lurge

Revenue, therg arve othereousiderations, which
are of more importance than the mere pecu-
niary result, and that sl these poind to seri-
ons cvils which might ensne frow such tanks
being made private property ; while on the
other hand an arrangement could be made
just as easily for the work being dono by
the ryots, as is often the’ case now with vil-
- lage ponds, which arve kept up by the village
community, and yet are always recognised as
belonging to Government, He thinks that
all the ryots would perfer this as the only
safe-guard against private encroachnent and
asurpabion.

©
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The Mon’ble T'. CLaRkE, in the Chair,

%

Mr. @, Lex Morsts, Collector of Tanjove, re-called and examined.

Abandonment oj’s?‘zalé Tanks to the Ryots,

4

/

Question 1 in Cireular No. 3.—ds an alterna-

tive to the mgaintendaiice of minoy iriigation works,
by the commutation or enforcement of kudi~mara-
ity or by the imposilion of @ new irrigation cess,
what do you think of the transfer lo the Ryots of

07 WOTkS § ——mme

o certain closs of minor drrigati
T think it might be expedient under certain civ-
cumstances. '

Q. 2. If you ave in fuvor of this, what class

of minor trrigation works would youw transfer? .
w— A1l rainfed tanks, the improvement or keep-

_ing up of which wounld entail so mnch expense or

troublo on Government as to render it not worth
while to retain them as Government works, and
tho ayacub under which had only been cultivated:
to a small cxtent. ' W

Q. 8. What geneval limit of areq and assess-
ment wonld-»yow fix on, and what exc

I would not fix any gene-

eptions
would yov make?
ral limit of area or assecssment, bub would trausfer

only such tanks as I have mentioned ; they are
generally small ones. R

@ 4. On what po‘inci;ﬂes'cmd on awhat terms
would you make the tr(m@féff, and how would you
enstive the enforcement of the terms?—— The
terms on which I would make the transfer, are,
that the ryots should keep the tank in Jepair,
and pay the assessment at the punjai rate for a

: ;



defined extent of irrigable area, whether the whole

of it was cultivated or mot, and also whether it

was cultivated with web or dry crops. In fixing

the irrigablo ayacut, and also the rate of asscss-

ment, Iwould deal with cach case according to

its individual circumstances, keeping jn view the

only condition that the measure shall not involve

any ¢onsiderable sacrifice of present actual reve-

nue.  As to the enforcement of the said terms, I
see no need for enforcing the up-keep of the tanks

by tho ryots, inasmuch as whether the tanks

are actually kept in repair or not, is a matter in

which, according to the arrangement I have. pro-

posed, the Government will then have no concern,

and they can realize their own demands under

the Jaw in force for the recovery of arrears of
revenue,

On cross-copmination. (L)  Would you give up
the maintenance of these small tanks irrespective of
? e ayucut areq cultivated beneath them ? No,
Tyl not, If th ayacut was fully cullivated, I-
Woul&looLuponthe T s gs,and wonld not
give it up; but if the ay'xcut arca was only partly
cultivated, I would make over to tho ryots the
whole of the Ayacut for the sum which has been

hitherto collected from them for culcxvatznrr a
- part.

(IL)  There scems to be some doubt whother the
people eould combine sufficiently to keep - these
tanks in proper order,after taking them over. How

would you meet this? I would propose that
the act for enforcing kudi-mararaut should, be
extended to these tanks, and then therp would
be no difficulty in getting the tank repaired when

necessary. -1t only wants a little pre%ure on tbe ;

part of the Revenue authorxtxes, and the pnoplo.
will combine and work together t¢ .aly enough. !

(Iil.) I’np?@in what you mean b?; Kudi-ma~ ‘:

ramut in the foregoing wnswer U———’lhe‘ joind
labour of the Merasidars, frec of il charge to-
Government, in works in which they a.qinterest-
ed, and which works are to b specified for each
village ; the labor being cnforced by the Revenue.
officers when necessary according to an ach to be
hereafter passed.

Q. 5. Would the ryots, as a general rule, be
glad to take over these minor works on « redu-
ced, assessment,subject to the conti ingency of cocut

e

Jew wells, and perhaps no flowing water? -

2 .
;) R .-

ing future vepaivs theiaselves —~——T think the T//
would be. . : £ e

Q. 6. Would it be necessaryj to put these ménor
works into thovough repair, before handing them.
over to thevyots ) and what precavtions would you
adopb for maintaining them in thorough repaie ?
— 1 do not think that it iy neeessary.

Q. 7. Would it be necessury 1o take o written
@ Jl"Cl’/ﬂeﬂt Jrom all the parties zntcrcwcd Lefore
any work is made over to llu:m; and how could
the provisions of suck an agreement be enforced ?
—— [ think it would be. As to enforcing the
provisions of the agreement, Vide answer to

question 4.
gl

Q.8 If all !720pa;!ws mlei'ej ted do not agree,
would you hand over the work to lne or moie indi-
viduals, subject lo thelr dtsz’nbuémg wafer to all
the cultivators aecording to euslom; and how

. » . .
would yow enforce such an arrangement being acted

up to ¥ —— If alarge majority of thosc interest-
cd did not agree, T would not hand over the tank
at all, but *would let matters stand as they are
now. ’

Q. 9, Do you thinl that the ryots would keep_ .
up such tanks, or is gradual deferioralion and
Jinal destruction to be apprehended 2 for inslance,
should breachee occur, would the ryots be likely to

close them ! ——— T thiuk they would generally

keep them up, seeing that it is a mattor of their
own concern, and must affect-their own interests.

Q. 10. If so, what interests would be en-
dangered by making over the tanks to the vyofs?
Would the supply of drinking waler, in cortain
cases, be Llkely to Le inferfered with, or cut off
I do not think that any interests would be there-
by endangered.” The supply of water for drink-

ing purposes will in no way be interfered or
“cut off, ‘

Q. 1), Would it be sufe to give up small tanks
o Jungly parte of the country, where theve arehut

There are'no such localities in this District.

Q. 12, Would you wcrely reqard the question in
a fnancial point of view; or ave the foregoing con-
tingencies worlly of cohsidemiu’pn? I would
regard tho question in a financial point of view,.
and also as one affecting the welfara of the
general body of the ryots. I do not think the
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contingencies above indicated are possible at
least in this District.

Q- 13, How would you reasscss the ayacut of

any works that might thus be {ransforred?
Yide aiswer to question 3. ’

Q M. Could waler be Teaded wp i sufficient

quantity to ensure the production of gorden erops,

evew if nunjai erops could nol be vaised? s I

doubt whether it could be,

Q. 15, Would the ryots dig wells, and so im-
“prove the aydeut avea permanently, were it grant-
ed to them on easy terms ! —— 1 think they would.

Q. 16. Ts the ayncut avea wader small lanks,
geperadly as fit for guvden cultivation, as ke

puijai lands én awhick the vyots mow dig new

avells 7 -—~—1 cannot say exactly, but I think it is
gencrally 50. :

o allow of cultivation in the
ded over? i so, how would

w17, Would
bei> ¥ the tanks ho
you assiss it, and Jitw aboiilaot? prevent cultiva-
tion interfering with hcadm o up water ? Yes,.
1 would; as my proposition precludes any further

interferenco on tho part -of Government than -

collecting o fixed asscssment on the consolidated .
" principle on the entive arca irrigable by the
tank. On this principle, any cultivation made

in the beds of tanks would be cxempt- from_"

assessment. If by. the cultivation of portions of
tank beds, the supply of water for the cultiva-
tion of the land below is curtailed, and any such
land is thrown out of cultivation, the loss afisiﬁg-
therefrom would be the ryots’, as would be also
the profit arising from the cultivation of tank beds.

Q. 18, Awe there any tanks in your Dis
which if would be better to breach, and 6 allow of
punjai cultivietion in the bed, inateld of nuaygei
cultivation below them § ~—— 1 cannot call any to
my reeolleetion, but there m‘ayvbcﬂox“g or two.

Q. 19. Awethere any tonksin your J IRt ict 80
silted up, as to have become practically wuseless?
and if so, low wonld you treat them ? —— There
are a few, perhaps; but I think, they could be
restored by the rycts ab a cost nob beyond a
reasonable proportion of the profits expected
thereby. I would hand over such tanks to the
ryota onm proportionately more favorable terms.

"t'C (A

Y
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Q. 20. How would you eompensate Ingm-
dars and ryols who might suffer loss by any
I would com-

chunge of the existing system ?
pensato Jnamdars by a remission out of the quit
rent payablo by them to Government. The posi-
tion of ryots holding under Inamdars will nob be
affecteli by the change of the existing system.

Q. 21, Do the ryots now keep up ony tanks
which the Government has practically abandoned?
I think they must be doing so to some

extent, otherwise, we cannot acconnt for wet cul-
tivation being, in a measore at least, kept up
where 16 is, '
< Q. 22, Ifso,doyouknow of any cuses inwhich
these tanks have heen allovied to go to ruin from
neglect on the part of the ryots § ——— No.

. -

.23, Many ruined turds have, of late years,
been wade aver to the ryols to do what they like
8ith : have such tonks been usually repaived or

Only twenty-pine small tanks

neglected ?
have been made over in this District ; and they
appear to b kept in tolerably good repair.

C Q. 24 Taking all the advantages and disad-
vantuges of relaining or abandoning small tanks
into consideration, wouldyou prefer mainduining
thein as at present, or from any local fund, or
awould you hand them over to the vyots to main-
lain ? 1 would, under the conditions speci-
fied in para. 2, hand them over to the ryots to
maintain, for it must be recollected that it might
be worth the while of the ryots to restore or
repuir a tank, whilst Government could not do

s0 with profit, since the ryols can do the work
so much cheaper, for they would employ their own
labours.
. . .

Q. 25.  Would it be necessary to legislute on the

subject, und whet provisions would you suggest
- for an act ? —— Tt would not.

Q. 26. Do the jigures given in yovr former
yeport on this subject, include all the tanks that in
gour opinion might be advamtageonsly made over

to the ryots ? - No, they do not.



Precis of Replies by Mr. G. Lee Morris, Collector of Tanjore, to Circular No. 3.

ABANDONMENT OF SMALL TANKS TO THE RYQTS. ’

Mr. G. Lee Morris, the Collec_tor'of Tanjore,
states that he would }'mn(I‘ over to the particular
ryots enltivating under auy rain fed tank, the
maintenance of such a tank, if its maintenance
or improvement would entail so much eoxpense
or trouble on Go‘remmenﬁ as to render it not
'worth the while of Government to keep it, and
if the ayacnt under it had only been cultivated
tb a small extent; provided the majority of the
ryots would agree to keep the tank in repair, and
to pay the assessment at dry rates for such a
defined extent of irrigable area as would not
involve ‘m'iy considereble sacrifice of present
realized revenue, The case of cach such tank
should be considered soparately, and the pro-
visions of the proposed act for enforcing Kudi-
waramut should be extended to each such tank,
after the majority of the ryots had agreed in

writing to keep it up.

-



: Rapﬁe b

y Captain R.F. Oakes, B. Be Superintending Engineer, of the
&ih Division, (Tanjore and Trichinopoly}, to Cireular ¥e 3
7 9.

 {Dated st April 1868}

A | ABARDONMENT OF SMALL TANKS TO TOE RYOIS.
"y . oy . : ) v . ; . ’
The following observations bear reference to tanks only, for, as explained in the roplies
“ o .
Lotter No. 1268, dated to Qn.cular No. I, certain minor channels have virtually been handed
18t March 1869. "~ over to the ryots for mmaintenance. '
Question 1.——As an alternative to the maintenance of minortirrigation works, by the come-
. - . . q R e . Y
mutation or enforcement of FKudi-maramit, or by the tmposition of @ new irvigation cess, what
do you think of the transfer to the ryots of a cortain class of minor trriqation works +—I would
not propose to transfer any tanks to the rypts, because I am of opinion that they would not
maintain the tanks, and that by the reduction of the number of the tanks. or'pools of water
abovo the surface of the ground, the quantity of water in the wolls would be found to decreaso
materially, and theavells would dry up far carlier than they now do, ond villages might havo '
to be abandoned in consequence. .
" Tl d . y ‘ i
Q. 5.—TWould the vyots, as a general rule, be glad to take over these minor worlks on &
veduced assessment, subject to the contingency of exesuting future repaiys themselves #—I do
not think the ryots would take over the minor tanks on o reduced assessment, for the ather
day I proposed to transfer a tank under the following highly advantageous cireumastances, and
yet the proprietor declined theo offer. :
There was formerly what is said to bave been a large village of tho-namo of Talagay,
about five miles {from the Salem boundary, en the road from Trichinepoly to Balem, via Tori-
.oro. 'This village bhas been abandoned, and also its tank.

o~

Since the rond was projected, two* Natives unconnected with that
# Sam Iyor,of Visvasa- - )

rameadramind Nullagps  PATE of the country, havo purchased tands ab or near Talagay, and when

© Reddi, of Sagapurim. I+ examined the tank, I found that the breach had beeu closed, and &
strong stone revetment Was in course of constrnction to protech the
bank ab the sito of the breach. This work was beiog carried oub by tho
new proprictors of the land under the tank ; the remainder of the tank had a very good stone-
‘rovetment, bub tho bank was very low. The tank is supplied by the Talagayaur, a stream
which drains 10 or 12 square miles of hilly country, above the site of what was said to be tho
remains of a rongh stone dam for the supply of the tank, without any dam water can be
diverted-into the tank by Greavating o small channel, but a rough stone dam would render
the supply moro sccure, and that withouh any carc Or attention on the part of the proprietors,
and there is plenty of stone in the neighbourhood. The tank itself is, in its present condition,
somewhat shallow, bub it could bo mado to contain a large supply of water, if repaired, and,
except in the very dry weather, the supply may he said to be pretty constant, for so near tho
hills tho rain-fall is very considerable and very sonstant. Taving already done 80 much for the
neighbourheod by bringing up laborers and forming o village for them, and having cultivated
& considerable area with dry crops, and ab last baving expended some 150 or Bupees 200 (if
not in caslt iu labor) on thotank, I thought the new proprietors would only be too gladsto com-
. . lote the repairs to the tank at their own cost, if the assessment werd
At Bupeca 850 0r 400, pogueed, and the ‘tank handed over to them, and I suggested that they
should complete the repairs to the tank, and havo the Jand assessed as though under well
cultivation instead of under tank-cultivation, or to pay Rupeo 1 instead of & per acre on
necount of tho water; but they wonldnot hear of it, and begged that the tank might bo repairs

+ 98th January 1889,
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e&m‘:hc cost of Government. I do not know the ayacut of the tank, but there was a rapid

fall under it, 2nd at least 5 or 600 acres could, T should suppose, bo easily commanded by the

tank, Whﬂa chili and other vegetablo garden»i bad already been plantod in spots nnder the
. command of the tank. . ,

Q. 6.—Would it be necessary to put these minor works into thoreugh ’repmr, before hand--

targ thom over fo the ryofs ; and what pn eantions tﬁould you -adopt for mammmuzg them in
g,?m,w(;ugk repair 2—1f minor tanks are to be handed over the ryots, I think it would be well
to réepair them thoroughly first, and & standard of effciency having thus been fixed, the

Revenue Department should have the power to compel the ryots to maintain tho works up.

to that- standard by Kudi-maramub,
Q. 8.—1If all the partics interested do mot agree, would 1 JO?& hand over the av m‘k to one or
" smore individuals, subject to their distributing water o all the cultivators according fo custom ;
 and how would you enforce such an arrangement being actedup fo 7—If cortain parties, who
:vwere interested in a tank, would not agree to contribute their share towards its mainten-

" ance when told that Government purposed to abandon the tank, I would prohlhb their cul~

tw'\tmo' theit lend as nunjah, “and would asscss it a3 punjah, thereby allowing all the water
“to ho used by tioge whoagreed to keep up the tank and to be assessed at a reduced rate
for Il’\l!ljdh This would soon bring the recusants *o then' SenSes,

Q. 9. Do you think that the ryols would Feee p ‘up such tanks, or {s gradusl deferioration
and final - destruction to be aﬁyn’]tcmle A ? for instance, should. bnaﬂ?res decur, would the ryots
ke likely fo close them ?—~Unless the Revenue Department had tho powes to insist upon the
- tapks being kept up, I believo they wounld gradu ally be abandoued, especially should beavy
breaches ocenr.

0. 10. ~eJf 80, what interests would be enduiv Jm'ed-Erj making over the tanks to the ryols?
Wmmi the auppl y of drinking waler, tn cortain cuses,.be likely to Zm interfered with or cut off 1 e
Yes—see reply 1 .

B A S | -—TVould it be safe fo give up small tanks in jungly parts of the country, whero Hu,re
: nre but ;ew wells, and perhaps no flowing waler #-—No.

Q. 12.~~TWould you nerely regard the gazestwﬂ e n,zcmczal point of view, or are the
Joregoing. contingoncics worthy of consideration ?~=The possibility of the wells running dry, and
also the'small tanks for watering cat:tie, should be considered "ar more than the merg financial
qnes‘cm:h o .

Q13 ~=ITow would you re-ussoss the a yaeut of any works that mi ﬂzt thus be trans-
fer:wd 7~As cultivation under wells i now assessed. :

Q. UewCould rwater be headed: up in sufficient quantity to ensure the ﬁm(luc*com of

gtzrden crops even if nunjak crops could not be raised i—Can only he replied. to for each
tank separately. I would leave it to the villagers to cultivate gardens or nunjah cropsas they
nghb deer proper.

Q 15.—~Would the ryots dig wells, and so {inpro ve the a chut area permanentl e were vk
granted to them on, edsy y tevina 7—I expect not.

Q. Y6.~=Is the ayacul area under small tanks, generally as fit for gqarden cultivation,
as the punjah lands in which the ryots now dig new wells 7T expect not.

Q. 17— Would you vllow of cultivation in the beds of the tanks handed ovar’IfSO
how would you assess it, and how would 1 you prevent cullwatwn interfering with heading ?‘1’
- water -No. :

Qﬁ 18.—Adre thare any tanks in 9;0ur District an'f'h it would be better fo breach, and
w0 &l%m“ of punjak cultivation in the bed, instoad of nunjak cultivation below them I do
not know that ther : are, bus thero are abandoned tanks which should not be restored, such as

the Rayen yairy tanks, noar Cannanore, the restoration ofwhichwassu geosted by alate Assist-

wnt Callector of Trichinopoly on one of those flying visits, when 'so little inforfhation is

“obtained th&t‘ tho practical &dwmt&ge of the yiglt is nil, if net worse than nil.

“

Q. 19.~Are there any tanks in gour District so silted up, as to hava becams prastically
wseless © and, if so, how would you treat thom T~Replied 10 in 18. Lot thebeds bo cultivabed
and the nunjah lands be converted into punjah,

Q. 2L.—Do the ryotsnow keep up wny tanks whicl, the Government has practically aban‘

doned ?—~Not that T am aware. .

Q. 24 ~Taking all - the advantages and disadvan! lages of retaining or abandoning
sraall tanks into consideration, world you prefer waintaining them as @t present, or from
any local fund, or.would you hand them over o the ryols 1p maintain *~-If Kudivnaramnd
is to be extended, by allmeans hand over the minor tanks fo the ryots, but only on condition
that they are mamntained, and give the Revenue Department power to enforce Kudi-marsmub
in such cases, so as to muintain the cfficiency of the tank.

Q. 25.—~Would it be necessary to legislats on the subject, and what provisions would yow

' sugqest for an Act ?%L?gﬁhtmn wonld appear to be necessaryto give E_ovmma Officers

power to enforce Kudi-maramut.
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" MEMDERS PRESEYT.

- Colonol AxprnrsoN, The Hon'ble V. RAMAYENGAR,
The Mon'ble T. CrLARKTE, © Mr. Roninsoxn,
Captain Muruins, Mr. So,
My, Pueine, Major Suaw Srrwart,

“Tho Iion‘ble T. Crarxer, in the Chair.

Mr. G. Baxsury, Collector of Trichinopoly, re-called and examined.
Abandonment of small tanks fto the ryots.

_ Question 1, in Cireular No. 8. As an  alterna-
e to the maintenance of minor ir¥igation works,
by the commutation or enforcement of Kudi-mara-
adet, or by the {mposition of a new irrigation cess,
what do you think of the transfer to the ryols of a
certain class of minor irrigation works ? ——— Our
minor works are already as good as transferred to
the ryots, and® tho prosent system is satisfactory ;
the ryots make the repairs, and we get a fair assess-
ment ; they do not ask for any change, and there is"
1o reason why we should sacrifice a large amonnt
of revenue for merely an idea. By Mr. Puckle’s
arrangements, af the time of settloment, the lands
under these tanks were reduced to a low nunjah
assessment, and thus now vay about 38 per cent.
less than under the old systemn.

- " On eross. ezaminafion. (L)  Arve “the small
tanks referved to by you, kepl in good dnd efficie
repairs by the ewilivators without any interference

prom  Government officers 2 If the  Gorernment
sereanls are cabled on fo interfere, what has been
the nuture of sk wuterference § dre they usually
supplied with water, and do the cullivalors gene-
rally derive from them a wet crop ¥ —— Yes : they

are kept in tolerable repair. We do not interfere

“in the matter, and a wet crop is annaally obtained

b e from a portion of the lands, although the whole
L ~ ayacut is not perhaps annually irrigated.

Q. 2. Ifyouwarein favor ¢f this, what class of
~minor irvigation works would you (ransfer ? em—
1 would transfer only small tauks, but I am not
in faver of this arrangement.
Q. 3. What general linit of area and assessment
would you flo on, and what execptions wouldeyou
make P~ I would limit the area irrigable,%r in
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other words the ¢ ayacut” to 20 aexe», mthout
rogard to tho assessiient;

Q. 4. On what prmczphs, and on what ferms
wonld you make the transfer, and Jrow would you
ensure the enforcement of the tcmzs p— 1 con-

- sider that the word © transfer” should be taken

“iin a guarded and restricted sense ; if we mean &
boné-fide and entire transfer, I think troubles and
disputes regarding supply, ownerships, rights,
and privileges are likely to oceur. Supposing, for
-instance, in cases where one man had, or claimed &
right-to a share of the supply of water, or a right
to water his cattlo ; by an entire transfer to one
party or parties we perhaps -annihilate prescrip-
tive rights of years standing, As matters now
stand, there are but fow disputesas rogards supply,
7and asserted individual rights, Government pro-

_ perty being more respocted than private. I
would thercfore transfor merely the right to
repair, with the understanding that if these repairs
were not duly pade, the previous high assessment
should be reverted to.* -,

Q. 5. Would the ryots, as a gencral ruley be glad
to take over these minor Aporks on a reduced- assess-
ment, - subject to the “contingency of exceuding

future. repatrs themselves ¥ —— Yes, I have mo
doubt they would.

Q. 6. TWould it Zré{_:."necessctry to put these minor
works infa thorogh! vepair, before . handing them
" oter to the ‘.7";1/0?‘8,' and ?(/«‘(Zl‘ o)nmm‘m;’s would
yott @ dﬂpé for  maintaining f}wm in o thorough
-vepair 1 —-— No, I think; in. the presont state of
‘low assessment and ‘high prices the ryots would
“willingly do the necessary work. Asabove stated,
the high assessment should be reverted to 1f the

~ repuirs were not properly done.

Q. 7. Would it be necessary to z‘ak @ written
ag:eemmt Jiom all the parties inierested, before
any work s made over to them ; and how could
the provisions of such am agreement be enforc

' ¢d ? —— Tt might be done, but if their own in-
terests did not prompt them to-the due conser-
vancy of their tanks, I do not think the agree-
ment would have much effect ; the only point
“in terrorem over them would ‘bo the higher
* gssessment, and reversion to Government,

,1 8. If all the partics interested do not agree, |
. would you hand over the work to one or more |
individuals, subject to - theirs distributing water.

‘o all the cultivators according to- custom; and
Jow would wou enforce such an  arrangement

3

-

being acted wp to ? —— Tho extent is small ; so
that there would not bo.very many disputes as
regards the right to irfiga%é, ond if many-differ-
ences seemed likely to arise, it would be better
either not fo give them over, or to seltle the matter
finally by punchayet before making the transfor
Q. 9. Do you think that the ryots would keep
up such tanks, or 1s gradual deterioration and final
destruction to be apprelended ? — for tustance,
should breaches occur, would the vyots be likely
to close them 2-——— 1 consider that the Kurnums
and Village Officers should be bound to keep an
eye upon the holders .of these: t*anlxs, and . that
reports should be made w.xen any- bredehes are
likely to oceur; then ordﬂrs irom the Tahsildar
would venemlly set ma’*terp rmht as the ropairs
t these small reservoirs cmld not cost much. -

(). 10, If 30, ?c/mz‘ tite ru’s would be endaiges ol
by inaking over the tands ‘to the »uols P Woull
the supply of drinking ual‘ar, in certain eascs, be
likely fo be interfered with, or cut off P —= We
‘must guard against this in the Muchalikah we
take. But praetically I do not consider that
much difficulty would arise under this head, as
-an enquiry always takes place before giving over,
and if it was shown ‘ch'xf intorests wero endanger-’
ed, the Collector would doubtless hesitate,. and
- refuse to deliver ovcr tue réservoir fo pmvate\
hands.

Q. 11, Would it besate fo g Jl'v" up smal tanks e'nl".v o

.

jzmgij parts of the country, where there ar s but
Jew- wells, and  perhaps no ;h’ozng water I——
Unless the cultivation under thein was unusw ally
valuable, it would be bettor to lf‘t them remain ag
they arg, or if given over, they should be carefully
watched by V: 111r1cre Officers; to' sce that the drmx~
ing supply is net injured. : o

Q. 12, Would Yyou merely 1er1r') d Hze l]l"l’cll()il i
af)za'ecqupomt of vicw, or are the foregoing con-
tingencies zcorfﬁ 1 of -consideration ? In the
above cases; I,k would: not consider the few addi-
tional"upeeé’ gain to Government, in comparison
with the; paramount 1mportanne of the drinking
supply. . :

On eross examination. (I. ) Do you  think

I admsable) on fiscal grounds, to wmake over a

tank on dry* assessment ? Does 1t not amount
to an entive Inrun with all profit. of a public.
~work ? —— Tn. the Trichinopoly District, if ave
make over the tanks on dry assessment acabld\-
 ing. tQH_t'hO settlement plan, we are f;quenﬂy

»
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:levied upon the ayacub alone: This 'ig particu-
larly the case in very shallow tanks where the
water-spread is greatly in excess of the ayacut or
‘irrigable area. 1f we- make over the ruined tanks
" to the ryots under the Board’s. sanchoned “stipu-
- lation that the owners pay Rupees 2 per acre, 'wo
are no losers, as this is about the average nunjal
- asgessment now pazd As answered in my ques-
tions, only one tank has been made over upoy these

 gainers, as the dry rates for both the ayacut and -
the tank bed surpass the web assessment hitherto .

terms, and I believe the recipient hewrtﬂy repents -

of his bargain. I do not therefore see how the
~land delivered over fo & 1eupxent can be termed

an « Imam,” when the holder has to pay just
./ohout the same as the regulat assos-'smént, und
7 keep up the tank. - '

(IT) Has the asseswaent Lecomo 50 low in Tr i
Vclmzapo»fg that the rule which wéstricts. repairs to the |

- amount of five years Revewue derivable from the tank,

interferes witl urgent vepairs?. Give examples. .

- ——The examples a2e of dgily occutrence, and.
the difficulty arises in- slmost every instance.

1 h’i?b represented it~ to the Board two years
.ago. The assessmént ig so low, that the limita-
Sition of repmrs to the a,moun‘f of ‘five years' beriz
_is generally prohibitory of the work 'bemg under-

. taken. Captain Oakes, in .wntmg to’ me upon this

¥ pomt says : ,‘

© (1)) *The assessmont: tin Tri Iunonoiy is now

*so low, that 1t is almost prohlbltwa of axl m')rove-
ment, : O

AR The low sssessment miiiﬁafes very

strongly againsi the 1mprovem9n* even of exist-

./ ing tanks.” _ ~
Q.13 How wuid you ?‘L’*-f[&‘éf’és z‘}c a chut of
“any works fhat might thus be transferred t—g~—
According to the soil,~—the wat land should be
 brought to its corresponding dry-rate. .

On cross . examination. (1) What is the aver-:
“age area of wet cultivation under each tanﬂ,
“and what would be the assessment derived from -

o such avea, supposing the ordinary nunjah as-
©sessmeh - of  such  lands  had been charged on

the ayacut—uhal is the diffevence - between the

sum charged and the wnuRfal  assessment above

i indicated ? . ‘The average area would. be
about 31 anrej, and they are now assessed with
.- “the ordinary nunjah assessment” at the now
settlement rates, and average about 2 Rupees an
. acre, oI & httle over.

Q. 14, Could water le headed up in sufficient
quantity o ensure the production of garden c}'ops,
even if nunjak crops conld wot de raise¢ P——This
depends a good deal upon the sil, 25 all nunjah
lands sge not suited for gardem crops. You
could not got much of a garden crop out of purs
black cotton soil. The season too, haseverything
to do with these rain-fed tanks. 1 think they
prefer using the water from the tank for nunjah,.
and if one does this, the others must, as thero will
be no store.

Q. 15, Would the ryots dig wells, and so improve
the ayacut area permanently, were @ granted lo
them on easy terms 1 ——— T think so, Lhis year
gave over the Padaloré tank, which the ryots as-
sarted they intended to put in proper repair, and
Lgep merely for furnishing an extra supply to

air wells,  In fact, the cultivators said they did
notleven care about a sluice, but would rely upon
thej.~ present wells, and those hereafter to.be dug,

gf that the tank was theirs, and about fo be pro-
perly restored.-

Q. 16. Is the ayacent area under small tanks,
generally as fit for garden cultivation, as the pun-
sah lands {n which the ryols now dig new wells ?
—~— Much depends nwpon the soil, and whether
wells could be profitably sunk. Ifthey could be
thusprofitably constructed in anyloeality,weshould
most probably find them there. In the dry lands
now taken up for garden, there is a larger field for
sclection both as regards soil and capability of
obtaining water. e

Q. 17, Would you ollow eultivation in the beds
of the tanks handed ovey 2 if so, how would you
assess i, and how would you prevent cultivation
interfering with heading-up water 7 ~— No, I
would never allow this except in cases of uttelly
ruined tanks.

On cross examitsiation. (1] s the area bed
of the tank charged to- the holders of these small
Government tanks 2 and is such area wsuall iy cultis
vatedt Adding this itent fo the credit of the owners of
small tanks, what do wou ealenlate the, difference to
be belwcen the full nunjah vate allowing Jor vemis-
stons, and the sim now paid for such tanks P w——
The arca of the tank-bed is never charged : in
these cases it remains inviolate,

({1.) You have also mentioned that you and
M. Puckle gave over sume other small tunks to
the vyots ; will yow describe the characteor of such,
tanks, specifying the arvew of the nunjah land
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wunder them~the areq of the bed of the tanks and
he civeymstances which led lo the transfer, also
the condition on which it was made, and the re-

sult of such fransfer . Hus it been encouraging:
or not, and have the Government officers been

required to exercise any interfersnce or restric-
ton to keep such tanks in ordzr?
made over forty-three small tanks to- the ryots,.
and sines then about twenty more have been simi-

larly trausferred, under the condition that the-

holders should pay dry assessment for both the

water-spread, and the ayacut. I quote para. 33~

of Mr. Puckle’s repmi upon this transfer.

“ 33. Thenew punjah‘assesmmnt- of the water-
spread ofsuch. tanks, and thecultivated.area below
,thom inclusive, is rather less than the former nun-
1jah assessment of the cultivated avea only, and
wherever this cultivated area is held by not

more than three or four ryots, it has been left op-- |
tional to the latter- to pay for the whole as punjah,,
or for the cultivated wportion alone as nunjui,.
and in. most cases the whole has been taken up.

as punjah ; by this arrangoment the Government
are fread from even a nominal responsibility for

the maintonance of forty-three small tanks, as well:

as from all future claims for remissionfor withored'
erops, while the ryots secure compact little proper-
ties, capable of groat improvement, and which they
may now cultivate in. any way they please.”

Nunjah area and(PnnJah area and|
/ Du‘fu‘»
assessment at | assessment at

i ence.
former rates. Sottlement rates.|

43 | 1,086 iz,s?s 2,696 2,02&1 604

N :
d P

et the rest remain as they are, upon: nunga,h Q55688
ment, with the tank-bed inviolate.

Q. 1%  Are there any tanks in yjmw District

wehich it would be Letter 1o breach, and so allow-
of punjah cultivation.in the bed, instead of nun-
Jah cwltivation. below them t—— There are many
tanks so silted up that repairs would not pay ;
and, financially speaking, we might be losors hy
the restoration. I think, bowever, each case should

bo individually settied, as, in numerous instances, .

Mr. Puckle

| " |

The tanks thus given over havo been, asfar asI
can judge, properly kept up, and I have received:
no representations tothe contrary. DBuban almost:
universal opinion nowprevails that if is better to- .

¥a

ravenue zdcne must not be considered—the water
supply, the grazing in the tank bed when the water
hag snbsided, and the increase of moisture in a soun-
try like this, are all local gnestions which should
over-ride the mere rovenue consideration.  Alore-
over, if wo leason the water supply, we lesson the
population, as emigration would soon largely com-
maenee {rom any tract of country demwed of this:
sseniial to existence.
Q.. 19, drethere any tcue/’l%‘ i your Districl so
atlted up, as to have become practically waeless ?
and if so, how would you treut them 1 -—- Yes,
there are soms that it would not be worth while:
_restoring and they are pmctieqiiy abandoned. Dry
eultivation already gees ony in the bed, and has:
boen regularly assessed and entered in Mr. Puckle’s -
%Evvgz.sier. | ’
v Q020, How 0
e vijots who n mf fwl,. i loas by ar 1;, Im nge.of
th: existing system t——Tdo not gee how tho-
Taamdars would bv affected.  If their lands in the
old bed were Injured by inoreased supply, arrangs-
moents might be made to give.the Inamdars o
portion of the irrigated land under the tank in:
exchange for the portion submerged. Again, all
the small fanks, upwordsof 800, although still
nominally retained as Grovernment works are prac-
tically abandoned and kept up by the ryots, but
the system worls excellently, and should not be
disturbed.

Q. 21. Do the ryots now keep wp any tanks which
the Government has practically abandoned ——
Mz, Puckle made over 43 of these small tanks to-
be cultivated as the ryots like, and to free us from
all further responsibility regarding them ; but
the owners cultivate both the bed and-the land
dependent 1pon the tank; it istrue these tanks
and beds thus become, as Mr. Puckle says; ¢ com-

. puct little properties,” but although I feel very

great diffidence in objecting to any measures of
. Mr, Puckle, I think it would hiave been better ta
bave refained the wuter«snreadmviola%e.‘

Q.22 Ifss,

L .
{hese Lanks have been allo

ey
neplect 03 the

em 4o bie well Lop tup..

fhey adopt a f".:}m.tcr lan Lmﬁ ours, an ;1 fake ﬂ

earth from the silted-up inside portion, and placo
it on the bund; wheroas, in aceordanes with the .
 Department of Public Works’ rales, we ulways
take the earth from the adjozumgim.ll:?. outside,.
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“and thus serve. to ﬁil up the bed——-wo in faet add‘ '

© to the silt,

Q. 28. “Many y-ruined tanks have of | lafe 'a/caas, ol

been made over to the ryots fo da ahat tILe y ke
awith : have such tanks been wswally repaired or
" neglected $—~—Our assessment is so light, that the
2 Rupees,authorized by the Board,is no inducement

at all, and we havo Lad no applications. Only one,

this settlement, and it seems to me that the pro-
prietor now repents of his bargain.

Q. 24, Taking all the advantag es and clzsad-
vantages of retaining or abandoning small tanks
into consideration, would yow prefer maintaining
them as at present, or from any local fund, or
would you hand them over to- the ryots to main-
tgin !-—Our present arrangement is good, and
freally see no reasons for disturbing it : it works

f+ell : no one wants the charge;and wo should -

(vonly lose revenue by, the alteration.
v Q. 25 Wourld it be neceseary 1o legislate onthe

! subject, and what provisidrs would yous THHEHE

Jor an Aet #~— No legislation is required. '

Q. 26. Do the figures given iny Jowr fbwner g~
port on this subject, include all the tanks that in
your opinion rsmgh* be advanfageously muade
over to the ryots P—— In the former report it was
stated very much as Inow state, that matters
should be 1911: as they are.

5

Prems of E.Pphes by Mr. G. Banbury, Collector of Tmchmopoly
to Circular No. 3.

&BANDON\IENT OF S’SIALL TANKS TO THP RYOTS.

Mr. G. ] anbm y, the Collector of Trichinopoly,
is of opinion that the word “ transfer” should be
taken in a somewhat limited sense, ag the entire
relinquishment of all-rights on the part of Go--
vernment might lead to® complications and loss
of prescriptive rights. He states &hat, in his
District, 800 small tanks are now kept up by the
ryots upon payment of a low wet asscssment, these
small reservoirs being aiﬂl censidered to be Go-
vemment property, and f}nt as all works well, he
dock not see why the present satisfactory system
shonld e upset wnd the revenue decreased for the
sake of an idea. He considers that the system at

“one time adopted of making over both the water-

gptead and irrigated land of these small tanks to
private persons on dry ussessment, does not now
commuiend itself, and that it is betier to retain the
waterspread inviolale, as is the case with the 800
small tanks mentioped above. Further, that the
assessment in Trichinopely is now so low that in
many cases the repairs of ruined and decaying
tanks would not result in a gain to the revenue; lie
considers that the question of repairs und restoru-
tions to tanks should not be viewed from merely
a financial point of view, as the water supply to
mon wnd beust, the grazing in the tauk bed, the

_ increase of moisture, and the supply to the adja-

cent wells, areall important considerations affect-
ing the well-being of the country which, should
over-ride any monetary notions : and that more-
aver if the water supply is lessened, the popu-
lation is lessencd owing to disease and emigra-
tion. .

He fuully st&tcs that as the assessment is now
so light it his District, only one ryot has taken up
» ruined tank under the Government rales which

allow the owner of the reservoir, when vepaired at
L)

his cost, to hold the land irrigated thereby at

Rupees 2 per acre.
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&, Do—TVoudd the ryols, ue w geaevil ruls,
beglad tolake o

{488

ver these mdnor works on o rednepd

itent, suljoct te the contingencey (/‘(»uv'uhm;
Jutwrg vepaies themselves 1—In this District, it

+18 not necessary to reduce the assessment under
sueh tanks as a sort of compensation for what

it may cost the ryot for kc*epmu’ them in good
vepair, These small tanks are not taken care
of; but by the vryot who would only be too glad
if the Governmont were to ofler to 1 cduce tho
assessment, without demanding of him any
.over apd above, what he now docs.

O & T.—-Would it be necessary fo put
& 4 t

tinor works tafo fl'i,(l)'()”’l',”’)v repar, before
fanding them over to the ryots ; aid what proca-
tions wondd gow adopt for wivintaiving them in

carongh repoir T—Vauld it be saary fo lake

fen end from all the partics Duterest-

eidy efore awy work dsomade over fo How s wed
Zow cowdd the prrovisions of such an agreement lie
enfo ced -—Vide answor No. 4.

.

f. 7 - Fall the paviies aler

wld you hasid over Jm ek to one b
e distrioding

agree,

siire indiziduals, sabiect to e

waley (o wll the ewlfivators according do custom ;

wivd how would you enforce such an ar raHg et
upe o 1--Ag the extent irrigated by
such miner works must necessarily be small,
the number of vyots hulgfiing lands -ander it
eannot exceed two thvee, and there will
therefore be no & imultv in making them agree
to ﬂ'e arrungement. But if' they would not

animously take cliarge of the tauk, T would
lu)w it to remain as 1t s, and get it repaired

being asled

umnm :y bV Kadi-muors ammt labor -

G fo—~Do you thinde that the vyols wo. ld
keep up such tanks, or 4s gradual deterioration

and jinal destriction to be npprehmaded tepor

iusliics, should Grea ocevy, wondd the yipols

be lilldy to elore ilem 1-~Trusting entively to
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The village curnums wast be mude to report
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by hudi-maramut bor ot onee. There would
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rep ars done and tho breaches closed if thoe
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all vopairs wust be dono by themselves, In
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ested o mnot

L

facl they do so just now in this District, Tn
this very mlor»k there are many such Imstances.
The repairs, of such small tanks do not cost
general in above 10 Rs. - '

Q. 10, If 50, what tnterests would L en-
da tgered by making over the tanks to the ryols?
Would %

supply  of deinling scater, in cer-
tain enses, be Ukely fo be intesfored with, or cuf
aff 21 in the Muchilikah we take from ihe
ryots wo add n provision strietly  prolibiling
all “interference for tho water being used fon.
(frm}:msf purposes, it would quite do.

. Al Wowld 4t e sar
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sendy; much apon the loeal rains,
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amount that moust ‘%*, » expended to reclaim the
siitedd up nunjah In such instancc
those tanks will b“s‘c to bo pewly formedin
most ensed, These roined tanks must there-
fore he fit for punjah cultivation culy; and
this must bg. L suppose, dm renson of the ram
of 2 gxmt number of tanks in the Coimbatore
Districts, which My, Grant b"uwxl t to notice §
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about ruinéd tanks was based.

O. 23 —Many ruined tanks have of lale
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Hephes of Mr. T. Longley, Actmg ﬁollector of the Tmneveny Ihsi,nct to
Circular No. 3.

(Dated: 24th March 186%.)

N

ABANDONMENT OF SMALL TANES '1'0 THb RYOTS. ‘ -

Question 1 to 8.—As an alternative to the mainiengnee of minor drrigation works, by the com-
- mutation or enforcement of Kudi-maramii, or Z»_J the ¥mposition of a new irrigation cess, what
do you thinl of the transfer (o the vyols of a certain class of minor srrigation works 2—If you
ave in favor of this, what class of minor trrigation works would you transfer i—What general
limit of arvca and assessment would you fiz on, and whai cxceptions would yow make I—In
reply to the 1st Question in the Irrigation Cess paper, I gave it as my opinion that all tanks
which have fallen into a bad state of disrepair or the sail under whic ‘1 is not favorable for wet
(,ultnahon, should be made over umog&dté‘zonallj to the ryotson a “uniform dry assessment
to do what they like with; the number of such tanks in Tinnevelly amounts to 48% There are
however other tanks more favorably circumstanced, some irrigating a larger area and better
soil, which I would transfer conditionally to the ryots on their agreeing to maintain themin
a proper state of repair, and these should be tanks, the ayakut of which does not exceed 23
geres with an average assessme® of 150 Rupees. The exceptions I wonld make would be in
favor of tanks capable of irrigating a larger area and ‘he Revenue under which would be in-
creased if put in thorough repair and enlarged. ’ '

t

Q. 4.—O0n what principles, and on whot terms would 1 Jfo malke the trmzsfm' and how would
you énsure the enforcement of the terms 21 would make the transfer on the score of general
convenience to the State and the people; and in consideration of the ryots paying a reduced
assessment, and on the condition of their keeping the tanks in thorough repair under a penaity
of a fine not to exceed double the cost of repair. I would enforce this by a Legislative enactment,

Q. 5—~Would the vyots, us a general rule, be glad totake over these minor works on a ve-
duced assessment, subject to the contingency of executing futuve repairsthemselves i—Gencrally
_they would on reduction of asscssment and the contingency mentioned in reply to Query No. 4.

Q.. 6.—Would it bz necessary to put these minor works into thorough repair, before handing
“them over to the ryots; ond what precautions would, you adopt for maintaining them in
thoreugh repair 2—The works must, of course, be put in thorough repair.  If the ryots are made
distinctly to understand that they will be liable to a penalty iox default, that will apswer the

pm 1108¢.

Q. T.—Would it be necessary to take o writlen agreement from all the pavties inferested,
before any work is made over to them ; and kow could the provisions of such an agreement b

enforced ?—Yes, a Wrxtten agreement. to be enfurc;d summarily by special enactment.

Q. 8.—If all the parties interosted. do ot agrac, would you hand over ticc work to ene ov
move individuals, subject to their distributing water to all the cultivators according lo custom,;
and hows would you enforce suck an arrangement being acted up to I—As a rrénm‘al rule I would
hand over the work to the whole of the r yots interested. Should there be any difference of cpi-
_nion, the work might be made over to one or ‘more of them, on condition of their conforming to
“the usual practice of the village in respect to the distribution of water and with the benelit of
the reduced assessment. These conditions must be enforced by a special enactment, 3



o
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Q} 9.—~Do you think that the a‘g/ois would keep up such tanks, or is grc&duwl deterioration
and final destruction to be apprehended t—for inst wnce, should breaches occur, would the ryots be
likely to close thewm ¥—A special enactment must jrovide penalties pumshmg any laches on the
pfxrt of the ryots. .

" Q. 10.—1f so, what interests would be endangered by maling over the tanks to the ryots?
Woulol the supply of drinking water, in certain cases, be likely to be interfered with, or cut off b
No»my expeuencc tells me the T}'Ot\ would be careful to preserve their supply of drmkmo-

~water, but the basis of my rpcommendw tion is a gpecial enactment to enforce the terms of the

‘agreement by which the ryots take the tank on a reduced assessment.

_ Q. ll.eWoufd it be sczfé to give up swmall tanks < jungly parts of the co-zmﬁ ,where there
“are but few wells, and perkaps no flowing water 2—1 do not see any objection to the abandon-

- ment, if the ryots are required by special cnactment to Keep the tank in repair.

Q. 12— Would' yozi wnervely reqard the question in e financial point of view, or are the
foq'egamg contingancies worthy of consideration ?—I think Government and the people will be
mutual}y benefited by tha transfer.. .

Q. 15~ How would you ve- -assess the a yaent of cmy works.that might thus’ be transgferred -

—1 do not quite understand the Question. I have already said I-would reduce the sssessment on
making over the tank to the ryots. . :

Q. 15. — Would the ryots dig wells, and so Qmprovc the ayasut aree permanently, were zd
gmnteuf to them on easy terms ?-~Undoubtedly to the best of their abxhﬁy

Q. 16.—Is the ayacut area under small tanks, generally as fit for garden cultivation, as

the pun’iai lands in which the ryots now (Zig new wells3—Yes, if not too moist.

Q 17~ Would you allow of cultivation in the beds of the tanks kanded over? if so, ow
would you assess it, and how would you prevent cullivation interfering with heading up water ? ‘

~1 would make it o condition that thers should be no cultxvahon in the beds of tanks.

Q. J8—dre there any tanks in your district which it would be better to breack, and sa
allow of punjai cultivation. in the bed, instead of nunjui cultivation below them 1—~—Yes, 488
and these, as I have before said, I would m*zLe over to the ryols on a nniform dry assessment
t0 do what they liked with. .

Q. 19.—~A rethere any tanks in your district so s‘iltsd up, 65 to have become practically use-
less T and if so, how would you treat tiwm ?7—Yes, a fow, which I would also make over to the
ryo ts on punjai assessment. = .

Q. 20.—How would you compensate Inamdars ond ryols who fight suffer loss by any
“change of the ex zstwq system !~—No’ compensatioh would be required for ryots, as they would
‘enjoy the benefit of the dry assessment. But the Inamdars might receive compensation either
in money or in land.

T L

Q. 21.—Do the mota Mo Reep uUPp WY tomls which the Gonemmmt fies practically aban-
uoned ’—-No ' :

Q 22 and 23.~If %0, do you hww of any caseg in which these tanks have been (Lllowed to go
1‘0 atin Jrom aeglect on the part of the ryots t—3Many rwined tanks have of late years been

ﬂde over to the ryols to do whut the o Like with © hawe such tunks been wusually *"epawcd or .

'ﬁcgiectefz »_“Rumed tanks to be made over to the ryot, would be generally entlrely sﬂted up, or

2l

: 13
- 0 o
. ) . - .
in such a state of disrepair that it would net pay the ryot to do any thing with them, cxecept
cultivate on a reduced assessment, and this t ey are glad to do., -

Q. 24 and 25.—Taking all the advantages and disadvantages of retaining or aba.zdozazng

smadl tanks into consideration, would you pre fm* maintaining them as ut present, or from an 4

local fund, or would you hand them over to the ryots fo maintain i—~W Tovld it be mnecessary
to legislate on the subject, and what provisions would you ‘suggest for an 4t 1—1 wounld hand
them aver to the ryats providing for the maintenance by special enactment. The leading provi-

-~ sions of the Act being, that the ryots should mainfain these tanks under a penalty not in excess,

of double the actual cost of repair, to be recovered summorily by distraint. -

Q. 26.—Do the figures given in “your former seport on this subject, include all the lunks
that in gour opinion might be mdvantageously made over to the ryots 1—The tanks referred to
1oe No. 2. dated in Mr. Silver’s Report amount to 488 ruined tanks, these may well

: 9, date
1??1&3.})51;?1%1(}1?&1:p.;ia b Col- e ti -ansferred on dry assessment, according to the instructions
Jector's letter to Board, “dated  of the Board as per margin. But there are many besides, viz,
27th Qctober 1863, No, 410, ) K 7
those I now speak of, which may be maintained by the ryots under

an agreement to be enforced by special enactment.
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Rephes of Mr. J. B. Pennington, Sub.Collector of the Tiunsvellv~sistrict,

.y 10 uncui:u' HNo. 3.

mudlation oy enjoreement o;
(]7 yo ”(“ ri’l’x (37 i"" tvet 2~:

think it most advisable,

Q. 2. If you avedin juvor of this, what class of wmilner irvig
cormanendation of the Collector in each individfual case,

tion works would you transfer?

Al minor fsolated rainfed tanks on the -
afier consultation withethe Kugineer.

8. What geneval limit of avee and assessment 7"uulu HOU,
)

awould you muke ! None whatever.

Q. 4 Onwhat principles, and o what terins would you snake the transfer, and lhow

wmdu’, you ensure the enforcement of the lerms I—-—Assess the arveas under them as dry land. 1t
s sufliciently wcll unders torwd now that there is no remission on dry land.

Q. 5. ﬂ"oulc.l the wyots, as a general vule, be glad to toke over these winor works on a
yeduced assessment, subject to the confingency of executing future repairs themselves t—w=] think
they would. '

- Q. 6. Would il be necessary to put these minor works into thorough repaiv, before hunding
them over to the ryots ; and what precautions mcld you adopt for mainiaining them in thorough
repair - uI think not; nor would I taks; any precantions for mahifdining them in-repair.

Ifitis 1{?), .vurth the Villager’s while*to 1'epfdr them, it was not worth while for tph(:: Government

.

f t 1 s . N .
to Lo thein. Az a matter of fact, most of these small tanks cost 50 per cent. of their revenue in
¥ \ . ;

~

wpdvhivs. i

Foaads 5

Q7. #Would it be neces
before any work is made over lo them ; and how ¢ould the provisions of such dn agrecwment be
; ;

. o] 2
s forced !

sary to take e written agreement from oll the pavlies intevested

Certainly not.

'Q. 8. If all the partics interested do ot agree, QI'OUJ'"E you hand over the work to one o
more individuals, subject to their distvib lLuHJ waler fo all the ¢ Lli"»'baforb accoriding to custom ;
and how would yow enforce suel an arrangement being acted up b 1 cammt imaging tbexr
not agreeing ; and surely Government is not bound to assess land higyly fox T parpose of x'em.t-
ting the assess ment I would not attcmpt to interfere with the (h‘,tz‘wvhou of water,

Q. 9. Do you think that the rycls u{xom.r] feep wp sweh fanks, or 18 gradual deteriovation
and final destruction to be apprehended A—for instance, should breaches occwr, would the vyots
be likely to close them P——T think they wy, wld if they wers worth kee pinn‘ ap, If not, they moghf
as well be finally destroyed and the bx'lw Lultivated.

Q. 10. I] g0, what interests W M‘ e endungered l"w mmaking ovey the tanks fo fthe vyols?
Vould the supply of drinking 0 ee u‘exw casas, be an'm i Lo be {alovfered with, or cus of 7
wmNo, Ishould say not; if thm were required for drinking water,.  think they would be kept up.

.
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Jund, or would you hand them over to the vyots to muintwin ?

2
_ Q.11 Would it besafeto g give up small tanks in jungly parts of the country, where
t;w;, are but few wells, and per lmps no flowing erer ?~ —Yeos, I think s0.

“3. 12. Would you merely vegard the quesiion ‘n a JSinanciol point of view, or are the
foregowzg contingencies worthy of consa(lemtwi' ?— —1 think the finaneial is the (mlv pomt of -
view ‘hat. need be considered. ‘ |

. Q.' . How would you re-assess the aywcut of any works that might thus be tramsferred ?
' ——As puriah according to its value. ‘

Q. 14. Couta, in. 27 be headed up in sufiicient quomt{tu to enawre the production of ac. den
rops even if munja v erops could not be raised f——Probably it mlght.

Q. 15, Woul§ the ryots dig wells, and 50 tmprove the « J(rczct ares pm‘mmwnﬂv/, were it
granted to them on cven terms ? I believe they would, ST

C Q. 16, Is the ayacut area wnder small tanks, generally as fit for (]awlen culm odion, as'
the punjah lands in which the ryots now dig new wnlle 2T think it ig. oenez'allv- -

Q. 17.  Would you allow of cultivation’ i the bed “of the tanks haiided over ? 'zj 50, kow
would you assess it, and how world you prevent cultivation inter, fering with heading o up water?
Not unless it was applied for jointly by all the ryots interested ; then as ordinary dry land
If all concerned applied for it, they would take care it dld not interfere with the required supply of

water . ’ ’ ) : .

Q. 18. Awe there an Ay tanks in your dastrict whick it would be better to breach, and so rallbw
of punjah cultivation in the bed, instead of wunjah cultivation below them i——1 don’t know
of any such.

Q. 19. Ave there any tanks in yowr district so silted up, as fo hove become practically
nseless I and if so, how would you treat them I~-—-I don’t remember auy ; but the tendency is of
" course in that direction, and the only treatment seems to be to abaudon them and make new tanks
helow them. It is, I believe, bad economy to try to deepen them.

Q. 20.  How would yov  compensate Inamdars and r yols who might snﬁi’r los. by any
change of the existing system !——1 don’t understand how they would be likely to suffer ; but I
sheuld not apprehrmd any particular difficulty in dealing with mdmdu'tl cases as they arose.

.

Q. 21. Dol the ryots now keep up any tu:z,;«* rohich the Governinent has pi' *tically, wban-
doned ?——1I am not personally acquainted with g gity such cases.

Q. 28. . Many ruined tanks have of late years been made over fo the vyots to d whav ey
Like with : have such-tanks been usually vepaired-or neglected ~——1 don’t know ady el tan'ss ©
in my range. Gureat difficulty and opposxtlon have been made whenever offers have bean receive!
for the répair of ruined tanks. K o

Q. 24. Taking all the advantages and disadvantages of “(tammg o nbmulon/,uq smml
tanks into considerotion, would you prefer maintaining them as ol present, ov Jror any local

, T would certainly hand them
over to the rydts as a "eneml ale. ‘ N

i . .
Q25 Would wu ™~ meqessury to legislate on the subject, ad what provisions would you
suggest for an Act ?——-—No.

Q 26. Dothe figures given in your former vep Jt on this- subject, include all the tanks
that in your opinion wight be advantageously made ¢ ver to the vyots f——-Tach case should be

decided on ifs own merits, in accordance with the t "eq laid down for the repair of mmed
tanhs Fresh cases would be constantly arising. >

" pver 15 yoars fzo. No stops have beoex & ken to closs b

" yespme the tank for non- cwmﬂ,ia,ne*« with the condition

4 cE FIOR Lo B, 5 -
in regly to Civculn Sfﬁ 3. ‘
{ Dated 17tk March 1869.)
ADANDONUENT OF SMALL TANKS TO THE 1

I do notb z‘dvo:uta the tho ryois of ama‘fi ﬁzm’s;f;_{ booaus2 I am in thab
geadual deterioration and final destrucsion would be the resuls.  Hven if the fank was pud
iubo tharouy rL repair before being handed over, should any extensive breach cvear afterwards,
the money requisite for closing 16 wonld wot be fo m\,umu&, aad b would be ve WL 15 to
-

enfurce the provisions of any agreement fran 6!, r the purposs of render

such repairs compulsory. ; -

3

Adan jusbance, f m
loak, which was n:.ule d over to two mi;v;d.uwi:e who enu'affmi t;

may mepbion the Hungayan tauk, Varadapohem

lam ta

bring a corbain propostion of the Ayacub under web cultivation yearly.
£ .
;

,f
T
o
o
el
v
o
=
=
&

PR i e
of land hag beon brought under web cultivation. Cons:

W hen condueting the Jamabandy-of the Bowany

(=

amull tanks had been handed over dx:wing the

gg}fr-qg;-;-,el 10 -Luﬂt,%w-w_,n inrepalr and pay an sment of Bapees 2-8.0 per aceo, aboy

the nunjah assesament, but 1 foand thed no stops had o '

one altoging that the tank had breushed again.sfter »

¥ ne P COmMmMOones of wm.t*ﬂh‘.«.

oY sl of the whole w

ander th va view 1o 3 2od, to get the bed of
ghe taftl for o BA g T nnfl. 15:‘:1\%:-’4;{% as tho sottie-
ment on Phe strength of irsg, and whether he
f{“:g sepnigeion OF nnt, he i nuply repai " the en p -euueeﬁ. Meanwhile
na ' steps aro taken to repair th '
{;\ hat aach sanks should be loft as they are, 4L ha Governmont is anablo

{Q ~x 2 i3
5 bear the m\t nf repairing them, or if they wre not war JL repe airing,

v

I would not allow cultivation in the sMi of the tank for two yeasc

]

) 15f.—~During the wet seasol, thers will alwavs be sowne water iu the tank, which g YETCO~
; o oin £ S gt S A
latos through o the waliy iIn the no jrhboarhood, am’i alsy farnishes & supply of drin nking

- waber for the cxiﬂo.
And, —-Dm=r" the dey geason, the bed of the tank & Yords pastarage for the eattle, I
¢he beds of the tankaare given over §i v enlbivaiion, the ryets who wrn wellsin the neighbonr-
“pood will feel the differonce very cox naiderably, and the mﬂ) gain to Government muid‘. be
‘the assessment on tho enliivat Lo avea , which would amount toa very iosig spificant sum, a3 frst
elass poonjal is the highest Tqiu‘ .\'h,cn could be fixed, : :
On the other haud, if thi a"/-wsmeu& on the Ayacud area is reduced to "?’Lrﬂ 1 :Ek(:\qu}el}f
tha rvobs will sink wells and ,xm‘s“ ont permanend unprovements, an 1d, whoTe as m?u POmIsEon
must be m"mfm aunually <ad only po mn'ﬂ asscesment can” be charged, {he ryots vwgf rudge
gardnn a..u} nunjal crops, by means of their wells with the aid of ocew sional froshes in jungle
troams, and will cheerTully pay g garden assessmend.



The™ Aracub ares ander*tanksis more fit for garden cultivation than ordinary poonjah
~1aﬁd,_,am1 the profits to be derived by cultivating garden crops avo éfton greaterthan . could
be obtained by cultivating nunjah. For instance, puﬂdy raised by well 11‘1‘1ffat1on fotelies 4
higher price than paddy ra,iscd under tanks, More cover, wien a tank is out of repair, the sup-
ply of water is so uncertain that no ryot will attempt to raigenur njak’ p sroduce uulcqs Le has
‘well with Whmh to supplement the s supply of waier frum thb fank.,

CU T feel cu'tam, therefors, that the ryots t’*wm‘; Ives would prefer to have their assessmoent

- permanently re dnced to garden rate instead of having the tank handed over to them for

: repau*, thas th ey would sink Wol}s and raise garden prodjce, and that no demsnd would dver
o be ui‘lde for re u\}.c,smn. : ‘
\ . The tank if Ieiv..www;;gsuui kcop a squenL store of watber for the cattle for some

and when pasturage becomrs searce would be ava

:x‘vots would derive :mme advantage from if.
~fallen so much into dec. as to ba ‘l‘)lat rapa
worth the expenditure.

ilable as grazing ground, so that all the

e tnonths,

I refor of consse o nly to Lhose t;an]rt} wliich have .
ir) ar "’uwil: though capable of repair, ace nob

R“Jlﬂlea of B Eag@onath:‘, Row, Deputy Collector of the Co:mbator# Dist tric
‘ to Circular No. 3. . _

/ - .
i (Ijatfd, o7th February 1869.)
; -, L. . "
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Aﬁmmomm\r OF SMALL TA’\KS £0 THE RYOTS.

Juesti . y 7 orks, by the com
Question 1—ds an fﬂ/iemm,fwc to the 'm,cuni%ance of minor ire watwn works, by the

mutation or enforcerent of K mh-mcw(mwj or by the im; POSILION of @ mew Trrigation cess; e
U0 yuw Wil of the transfer fta o muoly of @ ‘ain class of minor irrigetion works -1 hav
always been of opinion, Thav'v.  fe.. ik oy Ouroiameesd inberference in small irrigd .
tion works, except when the parties conc.rned dcm‘e the professianal gid of Government Officer;
it should be afforded to them gratis or o otherwisa ab the discretion of the chief Revenus Officer ¢
the District. I would, therefore, make over o ryots all tanks watering 20 acres and less of we
1ands on condition that these tanks would be keptup by them in gouu condition, that thoy
wwonld Pa:y on the ayakut to Government the highest dry assess sment of the village. An agrcm
t that, sould they fail to-keep up th

o,

ment should hawever ba taken from the ryols to the efle

tanks, they would be put in order by Government ofic 'afz 8, and then ils cost with a fine wﬂe:u&—-

ed from them as arrears of Land Revenue. 4
4 . . @
Q. 2—If you are in fuvour of this, what class of minor irrigation works would you

transfer t=-Lhe above ar ~:mzc'ne=}%, shouid be carried oub as a rule, but there may be cases in
which public goed w ouhl rfBquire that the conservaney of certain tanks, though small, must be in
Government hands. Theac. should be disposed of on their resgective merits by ﬂm Collector, sul-
jech to the approva of the Board of Revenue.

Q. 3—~What general limit of aves and assessment w sould you fiw on, and what exceptions
awould you make —Whatever may be the loss'to Government by this arrangement, it would be

" more than counterbalanced by the common good effected both to Government and the ryots. The

f'

time of tha many highly paid ofticials of Public Works Depariment, would be turned to more
important vrorks, the people freed from the interference of the petty subordinates of the same
Department, and taught some lesson at self-government. The fransfer would be hailed by people
as it is accompanied by a reduction of assessment.

e) 4O what principles, and on what terms would you make the transfer, and ?Low would,
o ensuve theen jom,merz of the terms ?—There are certain small tanks in the Districts of Tan-.
jore, Tyichinapo v, Kurnool, and Coimbatore, which were never repaired by Govemmpn‘c ‘!”‘munl}
the trachs cultiv atnd from their waters pay a nunjah assessment to (:overnmpvft ‘ﬁuah of wfgr‘:e
Wou)rg not interfere, beyond taking a moochilka from the ryots that they wouid be maintained
b" th“t!: as hitherto, and that they would make themselves Hable, by théir neglect, to the similar
pona]hﬂ /Jmposed on the ryots of villages, the tanks of which used to be repaired jointly by Go-
voernment and the people. Iam also of opinion that by handing over tanks as aforesaid on the
condition of the irrigated extent paying the highest dry rate of the village, the Government
would be no loser in o financial point of view, if this be done &y o special agency carcfully select-
ed. ’ - * . ‘ -

-
-

Q. 5~TWould the ryots, as a general rule, be glad to take over these ?m:nm' works on « redue-
ed assvssment, subject to the contingeney of executing fubure a’apcnrs themselves el Lehe ve, from
what 1 have qtq,ted above, that I havereplied to questxons 1to 5.



- e,

. B—TWould it be necessary to put these minor wor 7.*3 tnto thorough vepair, befove hande
them ozér to the ryots; and what precautions .would 1 you, ada pt for maintwining them in
’ ‘horuug?a repair 1 would put info thorough repairs these works before they are handed over
0 the ryot, and would insist on their being inspected omnce in 3 months at least by the Revenue
Inspectors, once itr 6 months by, the Tahsildars, or tre Deputy Tahsildars, and oncein a year or
two by the Divisional Officérs. Theso officers should ke held peraenduy responsible for the due
enforcement of the: ‘agreemenit, entered into by the rvots, (L hese ruleﬁ should be no bar for their-
inspection by the Ofﬁcers of dehc ‘Works Department, whose reports on tbmr condition should
1:2 submtted to the Collector. . " o © e - i T :
Q7. —Would it be nebessar Jio take a written -agreement fro'm' all the 2"“‘1163 ntews{érl

Lbefore any work is made over to them; and, hot - could e of such am, agran vy ok
enfofrced .?-——A wmtten agrocmest 1y HELESUY, $yndis’ Srweids sutwid be enforced by the

same means by which thessrrears of Land, Rwex\ue are «,ollected

Q.8 .—-If all the parties interested do fnot agree, would y.m j’zm}d over the work to one oy
more individuals, sublect to their distribuling water to all the cultivators according to custom ;
and how would you enforee sruck an arrangemant bemg acted up to 2—T believe all the ryots
would agree to-thege terms, wiien properly explained b; 7 officers whom they respect, and in whom
they have conhdence. If any however do not agree, I »Vould make over the works to the rest, to
whom wlll b2 transferred all the privileges and liabilities of the transfer, viz., they would execute
f':the repan's aml raceive the dlﬁerence of the dry and Wet assessments,

Q 9 and 1< y Do 1 er think that the ryols would leep up swk tcmlm or 48 gradual dder%
mtz,gn, and ﬁna?’ destruction to be wppnkended ?—for instance, shorfd breaches ocour, wwould the

' wots be likely to - clocy them ?——If s0, what tntevests would be endongered by making over the
~tanks to the ryots? Would ihe supply of drinking water, in certoin cases, be Likely to be infer fm‘ed

L awith, or cut off 2—1 believe the ryots would keep up those tanks and close the breaches, as these

tanks are not extensive. I do mnot '\pprehend any injury, either to the interests of the pubhc
“or of (xovernment by the trannfer S v .

Q 11. -—Would it be safe to gwc up small ta,an in jungly paris of the country J, where thera
_-m'e o But few wells, and perhaps no Howing 'water’-—~1 think that it would not be unsafe to give up

: tanks ever in such localities as Junnr]y parts of the country, as, by ke(,pm(r thtm under Go-.

vernment copservancy, they are seldom or never visited by their officers, the consequence has been
that they are ina shte whwh cannot be 1md9red worse, ' '

Q 12-—-Wmcld quu «.wrcl J regard the guestion na Sfinancial point of wview, or arc ﬂae
foa'egomg contmgencm:, w*o:t{m' of consideration !—I would not make over any tank, if there
be tlig srtvnfes‘c’u gnee of its not being kept up; for in déterrining that sueh transfer should be
: ;mée one should not. 2@ influenced simply from consideration of economy to Government. Pub-, |
ic weal and conveniends should cerfainly weigh with him. Cattle discase generally 1}1 eak up.
from want of water. Effects of famine are rendered worse from the same eause. 1 woultl, ihere-
fore, L Keep up ‘these sources of water at any cost to Govvmment I would not, themfme re“rard

_ the quebt on in a financial pumt of v;ew ont; J

; Wagdli;f:;;”zvbid You veynsitss the a Ja?wt of iy works et g gt s b ticeefoived T

ayaku} under'the transferred tanks, as a rule, at the highest dry rate of the
vxllage ‘1 think this iate -should be the maximum, and the average of all the dry ratesina
village should be thf‘ minimum.  The settling officers must be left to Lhaose "any rate hetween.
ﬁw?? t“"’ }“ “‘mblde“atmﬂ of the nature of the soil, the eertainty or otberwise ot the source of

s

4

granted to them on easy terms 7—If the assessment of the ay

N : . oot .
3 : - 2
] S o :; .

irrigation, the proximity of the irrigated l&"lda to the village site, the density of the population,
wealth and habits of me, ryots, and lastly, the financial result of the measure{o Govemment-.

w

the

Q 14.~Oould water be hmdod up in sufficient quantity to ensure ti/e productw;z Of'm'r(i’mf
erops, even if wunjak crops ‘could not be rassed t—1 fancy that certuin garden crops would re-
quire more watcr than those of the nunjal, others may require less. In years of bad seasons,
water could he headed up in & qmm‘ty sul}m{:nt for the latter cmim

0. 15.~Would the syots di we:é,'&fs,.cmd o improve the ‘agakeut areq permonsntly, were 1
« | per Yy N

proposed and the ryots become fully aware that on no aucount their taxes would be raised, in
proportion to the profits tnw may realize frorn 1mprovument& made to the)r land ed properw I )
have no doubt that they would, amongst other things, dig wells alse. - : -

Q. 16.—1Is thea yakut arca wunder small tanks, generally as fit f& r;:ctrcim mzltnatzon asg the
puwah laands in which the viyots now dig new wells +—My experience induces me to answer this
query in the negative. Lands fit for nupjah generally, under fanks, are not as fit for garden
cultivation. '~ Even the poorest soil can yield som2 nunjah crap, but o be fit fora garden, it must
be at least moder ately good soil. Lo & ' e

Q. 1;.-———-Would you allow of cultzm“on in the beds of the ium Loaded over ? @f 80, how
would you assess it, and how would you prevent cultivation interfering with Feading up water ?
1 have always been against the bed of tanks being cultivated, at any scasoic +f the year. Sucl:
a thing raises the level of the bed, and by degrees most materially interferes wih the necessary
storing up of water in the tinks. These evils I observed in many places in Ixurnou and solongas L
and Mr. Minchin were in the District, we invariably pzohlbxted, any r‘u “ivation on the bcds of
tanks. I would clearly demarcate the beds ¢ d.lld malkeit penal to’ euhn ate any part of them -under

]

_any eircuomstances.

Q. 18.— Ao there any tanks in your District awhich - would be beller to breach, and 50 allow
of punjeh cultivation in the bed, instead of nuw; jak cultivation below them t—Tank beds silted
up to an extent rendering it impossible to make them hold any water, may be treated as dry’
Jands and assessed, as a vule, at the highest dry rate of the village. '

Q. 19 —dre theve any tanks in your District so szltcd up, as to have become practically use-
less ¥ and if so, how would you treat them ?—If any reasonable amount can cenvert them to a
tank and its existence as such be a great convenience to the people, I'would certainly restore

them.

Q 90 —ITow would you compensete Inamdars and 7'uot‘z who might suﬁfm ooy iy O cmgc,
of the existing system 7—An Inamdar is a person who has been allowed Pf the htate to apyro-

priate fo himselF eithier the whole or some portion of the Government 1 u‘uq assessment on land

or CGlovernment share of the produce of lang in kind. Hein some cases pays hlq quota for the
repairs, and in Othexs Government contributo it for him. Tif the case in which bie receives the
Government share incash and contributes to the repairs, the difference in cash forms his loss by
the tra m}e aklove mm;mcd which smount may be made mayable to him from the puttahs of
the ryots sieito payiiy-bing, and from those of others.  If thh. 1o mdar wad the receiver of Go-

" yernment share in kind{ 10 compensation would bo necessary, as theuznd though classed as dry

for Govermment purposes, ;muld still ke cultivated wet and the Inamdar’ sliare would be paid
by fhe ryots.  If the Pwmliar be the laud-cwner also, & r«\ducmon in the quit-rent paid by him

to (wvcrnmvnt would neet the ends of Justxce. :

kut be permanently fixed as above :



i el F2. —-]Ju t?ze woz; .ma“xl & up @"‘7}5”‘
1;’4u,¢med? Jf a0, do you know of any cdses i which these tn ‘m" § have been allowed, 1o 9o fo
T

fromi neglect on the park of the ryols 11 have' ~'em it Kurnool, tanks, not repaired by

prermmesnt hins prastically

Gevévnment often kept up b‘; the rvots.

tanks have Q; f late ybU! 3 73"“3 e over «i } ¥ fo do 'l".aat ﬁuﬂ[

w: the Districts Tram

Q. 25 Moy ruined
iviw J*zé’z, . have such tanks b ene wsually repairad ov, e

. N I VELE .
pez‘*{)nai- acquamte with, were tanks formally made over tn ayni.ﬁ o o

'a;i.;mg all the awnanta ©8
10 consideration, would you py ining themy as at press nit, or From any local

ages of wtxzmm or b bandoning small
g '

t{zw e
mm? or wuhz aou hand them over (o the Jota !o f'nmnfc“n I wéuld cufmlﬁy hand over ta ik

cf ’zaxc dc»cnptmn a‘)ove aﬂuded to, to the rvu{,s fn maintain,

Q ,25;-:- Would it be negseary to Lﬂ;zs‘iu o otvihe subioet, and wh t vamuna wouldd 'e/ou 8-
gest for an Act 2—No lermhtmn is, 1 think, necessary on the subject. The agreement or
msoami&a referred- ‘gu 1*‘ ﬂfsra, 1 cf thiz ‘m: rwould, I believe, answer all the purposes of Govern-

menb, e el

Letter from Mr. &. A Ballard, Collestor of Malab: ar, Mo. 416 A, rep
~ to Cirenlar Mo, 9. :

; (Dal’-ecz? 7!/;&)»7:11;‘/1%‘)) : -

ALA\:DQNME\'T OF b’\‘lALL T‘A\'l&t; TO THE RYOTS.
Adverting to your Commission’ ‘c( Sradta No, 3, I have the honor to observe that there
are no tanks maintained by Government in Malabar, The questions propounded - therefore do not
apply to this District. But'the queatmn of the m*amtenariw or abandonment by Government of

~small tanks in our provmr‘c-\ Suems. to ine of much lxnpormnm, and I am induced to offer for the

Commission’s consideration & d fow brlef remark @ on it generally.

"2 With large 1111%‘1011 ‘schemes in hand and in pros pu‘c 1 am inclined*to think Go-
vernment may, #s a rule, give'up tlie small tanks. They cannot give very large re turns ; and well
managed works of importance are likely to be much more remuneratics; whilst Go\'e nment
ostensibly retains them in its“kecping, it is bound to maintain them efliciently, or loss may be
caused to cultivators who have placed confidence in'the Government guardianship. The Govern-
ment Officers are harassod with the charge of many petty works and time spont wpon them that
probably might be much better employed. The ryots interested can wertainly maintain such
small works more economically than Government can, and generally where the up-keep is likely
to be rq,munoratwe will attend to'it far their own sakes, when they find that it depends on them~
selves. This will be the case I the mote populous and highly cultivated parts of the;couﬁ"’mn and
will be increasing so with our r'xpldlv inereasing material prosperity. The more Yberal revenue
policy which has guided Govermmnent for the last 15 years has, 1 belicve, giver *h: ryots haart
and means that they did not before possess, and Iconceive there is little felr of small tanks
being abandaned by the people if veally worth \1p~kup

3. Because, therofore, T think that on. purely nmmcml cons i
conesnirate Gn‘*eimnﬁﬁt ttention on the larger works; because the measure
relief to the Demrtment Public Works; and -maintenance where remunes
efiiciently Att-sndm to by the ryols, 1 md a2 to vecommend sroall t“mhn
them. - : '

4 In some of the poorer and more remote parts of the country, however, it may be
desirable to keep these works® in GOV ernment hands for some years to come, and in )arhc\.l.ulv
dry locdlities, T would carefully retain all tanks .whose relinguishment by Government might

endanger. their maintenance, if the ncufhmur}»ond s likely to suffer se "”'J‘sl”‘ i;y their being
allowed to go to degay Here, §i zmncml congiderations 3pmt 1.‘ is cles { iuf
to see that the wai‘er " :;uppl;v 1:,\ sxmmn’o;y maintained as far as it js in
to do-so, i '
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