EXTR T FROM A MEMO}?ANDUM ON THE MADRAS FAMIL\E ov 1866
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,ff‘"{r " 1. The Pxes1dency of Madras has not been more fortunate tlmn other
~ eastern countries, in exemptlon from the horrors of famine. Indeed, a ynal\é r mgly
* passess - without distress bemg felt in some - quarter, from severe. loss of!, crops,

~wirhle rains.  The chief cause of ‘these scarclties- is

- occasioned by failure of the ses:

. deseribed ina letter* to the laf o . i Directors, as far back as 1733, to have' I»een 2, Bos Appen

" the neglect of the i irrigation woi! L ? had tnken ‘place, since the agents ot ﬂxe
" Mogul - Emperor had obtamuu putewwsion of the country. It was repofted in the
"same letter; that rice had been unusually dear, for the previous ten years, from this,
».* canse, and that, whereas it was then (in 1733) sold at Rs. 280 per garce (hbout 3d. "
per Ib.)in consequénce of asevere scareity, and Rs. 175 per garcg (abogf 3d. per
~ 1b.) was then considered to be a moderate price, twenty years pxevmualy it had
" been g0ld at half the latter rate. It also appéars that, during tlie five years preced-
- ing 1163 considerable inconvenience had. been oc*casmned in the settlement of. Fort -
St Gcorge, owing to the hwh price of gram, so much so, that carly in 1729, the
- Government deemed it proper to fix the price at thch grain should be.sold at the
follomnw rates—— ' _ R o j S
the 13 measures per Rupee (a.bout 3d per lb. ) A ) ‘
, Ramry, @ 16 measures per Rupeo (about 1d. per 1b.), and to. declare tlmﬁ‘any grain
purchased at higher vates should be forfeited to the purgha%el his * money belng
retuned to him. Iv was farther ordered, that any person asvho might have ih stock, -
more grain than was loquned for his usual annual expenditure, should be obliged to
sell the overplus, and that any concealment, should render it liable to canﬁscatlon
' _fm the use of the Government. It became  necessary, however, beforé the harvest of»
tho samo year, to cancel these ro 'rulathnb, and to permit persons to sell at such 1at9s '
as they thouﬂht proper, as it was feared that otherwise o unports of grain Would“ be -
. made by the” merchants of - the Settlement.: Newertheless, in the- following yeqr’ a
- Committec was appomted to supurmtend the sale of grain. All persons werc Tequired
- to give them notice, if they possessed more than 5 gatce (uhout 21 tons) of rice,
- or paddy,? on penalt} of a severc fine, and a reward” of R upees 35, in each case
~ of proved concealment, awas offered to informers, Sub=equenﬂl, the - sale of grain
- wags prolubxted except between 6 A. . and 6 . . ., and the pmce of rice was fixed at
.'about 16 measures the rupee (about 1d. per Ib.). PN

L4

.

. The first serious fannne of which there are accounts took place m.1781 and -
1782, . Tho Carnatic had been de vasted by Hyder Ali’s incursions in 1780- 81, ‘and
\:c)hp settlement of Madras was reduced to great straits for food, -as the whole country
|1ts vicinity was. suftering from-a general scarcity. Larly in 1781, the Govern-

)nt of \Iadras rumtted all 1mporu dutles on gx‘un, and called upou the Omcprs in

mnntend the dally dls’rrxbutlon of rrram, in such manner, « F;.s""
| ,;:mlght not be expended before the nonth of September whef
e be expeetnd ’t  This.Committee was authorized to fix the 3

4
. should be sold, and.-to limit the quantxty dlsposed of each di 2’ e " [7 R
| e
a Reggy i wnall grain grown on unirrigated -dahd. Tvis genera)!y useaas Tood 7% '\gﬁ ﬁ\«‘ {///
, L,

. afford a rie et
"
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chants vwere also required to enter into penal bor.- ridt to Wxthhold any o e
in their possession, and were required by proclami. inn fo mform the Cowrns '%
the extent of their stores. S :

"/ Shortly after assuming office, and after having made a minute efignivy i
the m',rillable food supply of the settlement, this Committee reported, the: flere was
ot more grain available than would support tl= population up to the ead -of Txvm
andl'i in reply, they were directed still further ' s vestrict the daily sales. 1) pre-

caution caused the greatest distress among the poorer classes, but desp o che Oone
ol

1
H

- i
mittee’s utmost*endeavours,. they were compelled to report; on the 6t .fnl., that |

‘there was only two days consumption available. They, at the same time, ox;rosdel |

their belief, that a considerable quantity of grain was concealed by the merciuats i
different partsLof ‘the -town. , In reply to their commumcatmn, the Goverr
authorized them to publish that, in future, all persons would. be’ per ‘mitted *
at such rates as they thought proper, mdependent of. the regulations ci 'tfu Cirata,
Committee, but the Government, at the same time, resolved to supply the i i
with 400 bags of rice daily (a sufficient quantity to support about 60,70 :sple)

from thc Comp'my s stoxes, to be sold by re’call under the Commlttee s sipovintead-

.

- ‘Matters- appcar to bhave remamcd at this stage for the nextsix mauths

bat, in Jdnuarv 1782, the pressure of tho distress had become much move rever,
dying ob_]ects were stated to be constantly met with in the streets, and 2 i hie

scription was raised for the relief of the poor.* The Europeans. subsc Tibidd |

OXXCO.

2,800 per mensem, and sonie small subscriptions were also received from- ke natives, |

T he Government appear to have also contributed to the fund, which was ha‘: ori
.of the existing institution for the relief of the -native paor, known as e donee

sl g

Choultry. In the month of May, 4,000 people were being fed by the PGS B
this fund, and this number scems to have been very largely augmented fufer @i |

[

year. -In August, a contribution of Rupees 30,000 was sent to the fuud “vown e

European inhabitants of Bengal, hut noththstandmo the liberal suppor! accorded 1o
‘the fund, from all quarters, the Trustocs in charge, found themselves quite mislis <
“provide for the multitudes of starvmg poor who -applied to them for nssiwnyee, ! :
‘conscquence of the increased press sure occasioned by the scarcity of provizinis i

accordingly suggested to Government, that the paupers should be teported g
" the northern districts, which were then under the authority of the Madiig Goeme

1

ment, - where provisions were comparatively plentiful. - The Goverv SHETENUN
to this suggestion, and 9,000 persons were despatched, in partles Fia
~at-a:time, to the Northern ercars as the northern Districts of Madra

i U, wero fed by Government during their transit, and provic: \:rf’;,} oy

;:,..,*., « &

- 'g;- & sreond on their arrlval. It appears that 3,000 wero sent to (RIS aid ]

., .
ng these precautlons to prevent tho edmushon of
supply of food the Government deemed it nocess: wy '

purchase on Government account, ‘at the r fus :’av.t‘a-«'!
e

DN P | A A e e

in October, to, as they described it, “take thesruply o
rice and food-grain into their own hands andertabiig o

the margin,* ‘all good m'u'Letable grain Wh weromi b b

L E ., -
. . b s
.

i
1

6. These proceedmcrs on the part 6f the Government, appear tc

. most dlshsteful to the merchants and people of the Settlement. A publi.

was held at the Town Hall on the 11th of October, at which it was res
address the Government, deprecating the measaures which had been adopt
“observing that the pxoposed system of payment by bills, on the localities 1

the grain was imported, was very objectionable and inconvenient to importers

that the price offered was inadequate.* Tn the same address, it was recomme.
that Pagodas 200 per garce (about 134, per 1b.) should be offered for all rice impor.
up to 20th November, and Pagodas 300 (about 234. per 1b.) between that date an.
the end pf December, as it was known that this' latter price was then pamid~ in many
parts of the country. It was also further proposed that similar inducements should
be held out to importers by land, and that a large proportion of the popuhfhon of
the town, viz., all those whose services. were not needed by the Sﬂttlement should
be deported to the northern districts. * These recommendations do not seem to have
met altogether with the approval of Goverament, though it appuars, that the original
arrangement regarding the price to be paid for imported grain was so far modified,
- that merchants were allowed to sell on their own account, at such rates as the
thouwht proper, one-sixth of their cargoes, @ and two- s1\ths were sold by the Grali
Committes, on account of the consignees, at such -rates as scomed desirable, . thé
1em‘under, or one-half of the cargo, being disposed of to Government, - at the fixed

pmce, on the terms above mentioned. Shortly after this modification of the ormmq,l
wrangement, the Government increased the price to be paid for rice,” to Parrodas 200

per' garce, (about 124, per 1b.) up to 20th December, after which date, half the

_ zargoes wero left to be disposed of by the owners, the other half being taken at the

bld rate, of Pagodas 150 per garce, (about 11d. per 1b.)

7. The scarcity appears to have come to an end in the early months of 1783
and the Government found: themselves the owners of an enormous stock of rice
w}uch had been purchased under the arrangements described above. They accord-’
ingly assumed the monopoly of all retail sales in July 1783, + which they apparently

~ retained until the surplus stock of rice was sold off, at Pagodas 133 per garce
’ .

{about IL(Z per Ib.), which seems to have been the then market price. This rate
would give about 7 Madras measures, or 21 Ibs. of rice, per rupee, whereas Pagodas
150 per garce, which the Government paid during one period of the scareity, would
give 6 measures, (or 18 Ib.), per rupee, and Pagodas 200, would be about 4% measures

* (or 13} 1bs.) per rupee. The rate of Pagodas 300, said to be in force i In many parts.

of the- country, would give but 3 measures, or 9 1bs » Per rupee.

'~

, 8. Seven years had scarcely elapsed, when another serious dearth took i)lace
in the northern districts of the Presidency, and the pressure was apparently felt for
about two years, viz., from November 1790 to November 1792. In April 1791, it
was stated, that 1 200 porsons had died of starvation in the neighbourliood of Viza-

- gapatam, and early in 1792, the district of Gran_]am was in great straits for food, and

those of I EHOI‘L, RaJahmundry, and Condapllly, in serjous distress. I‘rom M:a,suh
patam, it was reported, that there had been numerous deaths from starvation in all
quarters of *he neighbouring country, and the greatest difficulty was felt in supply-

ing the mho.mtants of the town with food, though the consumption had been at ono
time restmctéd to 1 seer, or half a pouud, per he‘.d, per diem. The price of rice in

the town, had heen, atone time four Madrae mnragures. per rupee (o 2d. pen- Ih.)

t See Appeundix Vi.
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' ‘patam, and to authorize’ the Crllect
rice and natchepy s porridze, at a

‘of them on public ‘3\'\]"’.}*‘.\:, peying them their -

:‘JU\’G"HHILI\L o ‘cnun“ fOI‘

f&l an carly period, the G overnment auspc*xdfzd the' :mgert and transit

_ ,ﬂ] ¥inds of grain and pr ovisipns,, and dlrecte-% the local officers to afford ,.

.+ souragement and assistance to, the Im,.cnlmf* in.fmporting zrain, but, at the
-.,mr, to prevent any improper at: 4111an to vaisc the prices. They also mqumt-
‘Bengal Government to encourage the export of gmm to the Jnorthern districts
dra and they imported considerably from the spme quartér on Government
ant, T addition to these measures of relief, the Govérticent found it necessary
the iat’toer part of 1791, to prohibit the export of rice from Taujore, until June
92, except to the distressed districts, to permit 50 bags (about 7 ,500 1hs5 of r1CE,

to be distributed in charity, from the: Government stores, ab ‘/,ao'v

or of Ganjamn to” feed. the poorest ﬁlawus upen
cost of Rs. 200 to Rs.- 800, per niensem. "V‘aes
rict, that. Mr, Snodgrass, the Resident at

-

relief of the poor, ana omployed 2,000
agm in jgreain from the Government

per mensen,

pressure became al last so scvere in this distr

Ganjam, collected local subseriptions for the

Fores. i
CTa the (:‘3:’1['1 Pait csf 1799, there was (‘unwdf‘i%“lf‘ distress 1n the duhmf of
Dmm ‘E in the gou ﬂ., snd the Usilector was per*mﬁul to purchase grain, on 1l

s purpose of retail sale to the pmpi( * In the event of
ihe sea "m.v ;m"ormmr more s«wu:;—e, he was authorized to dismm of what :_;;3-_3{_:; ha
had in store, or conld collecs, af a loss, in order to lower the gonets: :

whether he found it nocesamy to adn N

Ineasure. SRS |
10. Five *,Tem's later, or towards the- close of 1804, the season was so unfavour-
able, as to' cause severe pressure on the poorer classes in the Taitjore and South
Arcot districts. The Collector of the former provmcu took upon himself to purchase
70 garce of rice, at 85 Pagodas the tr:wr'o, b (124 Madras measures, or 37! % Ibs. per,
rupee) for the purpose of retail sale to tho people. A small pvoﬁt was made ol t}m
{ransaction, which he devoted to the gratuitous support of - th& poore est among tne
sufferers. Early in 1805, the searcity in these two distriets hcﬁi been so-severe, that
tlie Collector of Tanjore recommended an embargo on é’l portatﬁ)ﬁqand the Collector
of South Arcot suggested that the importation of rice, shéuld e und#r’mken, on
Government account, from Bengal, and the northern dxstrmta, to bo ‘sold by retail,
at Depots, on behalf of Government, under European super rintendence, The Lwovern-
ment, on the suhmission of these proposals, expressed their objeeti- oy
forenco with the grain market, unless it proved absolutely. necessar
ever, ordercd supplies of grain from the -northern dis tl‘l("fb, and' Trom

the question of putting an embargo on exports to the dlﬁ(‘rbtlﬂl‘ i .
wpediency of admuccs to mer«ba,ntb, 0 vn.iule them to

.v"',

obtain supplies. . 3
‘11.  In the latter part of the folim ing Vefu' NOO), ) generd ﬁulure of crops
red in all.parts of the Presidency, and, in: reporting thc same: to
Government, the Toard of Revenue laid down the principles which, in thmr opinion,
<h ould guide the Government on such occasions. They deprecated in th(, strongoest
terms, any interference with the grain markets, either by fixing the pmce at which
grain should e gold, or by 1mportmg gram and %elhng it on Govcrnngent account

is not elear, however,

.

SR SOH

'TLo] also cum%tcd the

geems to have oceur

B
"+-50 expressed their opinion that to prohibit exportation, which. had been
sug, - | was nnnecessary and mischievous,

"prmclples, and the local: officers wore aworduwly directed to be guided by ’rhem.

 the nnly‘ proper weans by which the 8t x{. could s

i

. ‘concession im the views of the majority, h. ()33 rv-w:' ﬂ']‘:g; T (.nn;.gdp;‘

. “' greu

bow aty y

: sales of grain by weizht or

The Board advocat l the employment of the ﬂ‘,le-h sdied poor ‘ou pub h,, works: as
loviate the distress.  They, how-
ever, objected to tho payment of these pez‘ﬁ(}ﬂ: in arsin,. as tending to dhth. h the
l"[1] KT . ‘e - N »

The ‘Government approve " o s aw ,
e : Pprove d ui he Board’s 1géi~.tmna, as to lthp em ploy-
mant ol the p{‘m,-Ee; but, as in'some. ; ed, there we 1«5 als Cﬂ‘, con

‘mar‘;et

) grain in the Government store e-houses, gﬂ

CONCUrLe od wit § the Board in eonsxde

*"'. Hizy }‘" il 1807

&
o

vdan{;
thnv Gﬁe 2 5

1 fvas Tl [ AR TPEY o A'{' -
price, 110 Pagodas tagi garce, aﬂdm 1d; per b} ¢ r 'ui mce }Jl‘}ulf I into tnc
Madras . Presideney up. to Angust, the unmr*‘.eL baving she option of sale to
JOyirar ) 4 (s : B '

memmﬁnt at the fixed price, or s..“.k,r to ‘the ’pubhc; at the m Lord
W. Bentinck,  the Governor of Madras, bad advoeated

N 4

ain i .gztee}, a8 not uwo;,m T80 efu a risk to Government as the offar of o
{

situation, zzisi An view io increasing {.}m ,qnig{" of g

arket price.

all gra !
iscd . price. . Ile was, bowever, over-ruled by his i
fisc o owcver, over-riled by his Usunell, and, in resording his

because the offor of a fixed price may perhaps insure a ruore cert uin sz;np}w than a
; “~u C‘t ic of such vast importance e, affceting r'—m very existe
»nvi numerous population; E‘-VH‘V other ;

nes Qi (1
consideration m”te* ‘be s

'%ECGU{.%.;H‘V to
amities of o famine, 4 | |

*¢ the best means of averting the ¢
J180 In February, a (,Dmmﬁtc—e was appointed to enquire into certain disturh-
ances which had taken place between. the grain dealers and the public, re
measir ement.

gr garding
- The . Committes recr.)m'znended: that th@
I by measure.  This Committer mana; wod hi
imports on Govérnment account, but chti 1ot apparent ly interfore Wit h the‘ rates in
the local market, in any way, at first, - At ﬁha (Jommltt.nes vebommpnd'ttmn, the
Govornment extended the period during whicl . the fixed price was to be paid, up to
Ocrober 1807. Trey also authorized the emﬁoyment of the able-bedied poor in the
ne-rvnbouwhond of niauras, and in March, 2,000 persang were so. employed. The
nnrthiem aud eentral districts of the Pr{mr{rwuw did not wuffer on this occasion
beyoDC‘ a slight enhane sement of prices. o 1

merchants shoald bo protected in selling

The dearth w as, apparently, most severe in

the” mwtrm’rs of North Arcot, Nellore, and Chingleput, (w.;dmﬁ), ,}mugfb'it wWus

1% falt ,

partml Ly felt-in the Ceded DISEUCY‘: Sonth Arcot, T an;ore and Trict mmpnlv whera
it was depmuti advisahle fo give emplovment to the poorest elasses on pulilie works,

Colonel, Sterwards Sir T
4;) et &l o B . homas Munro, was, at thig period, Collector of the Ceded

S_ N« ne K 14}

istricts, and, when addressing the Board of Rev enue on the subject of the 1mp4'-\n¢i
ing =1car(,1t) § he qtronr'l) d(*precated any Government interference, either by inport-
ing on (mvulnment account, or by prohibiting exports, thougly he considered that'the
latter mea; 'urP might e a,dc)ptﬂd m an extrennty. e urged the employment of the
paople near Lm*‘ womeg, to wuwd i?‘.:"!‘ nst pestilence, which would Pz"bﬁaa“ﬁ‘;’f be tha
result of m}"‘ :Q yating them in arge }mmes‘f R : E

- R LT e

The Government approved of these -

the payment of a bounty -

the pmm, ,

- 14, 3& "m*" conw}f‘mm n‘zih‘}’ u}’ﬂm In't e v'or;. s, and si.w-xc“:a.mmum f0 ,3,@'5 .

people, for the gi'lf?"'~e of sinking. wells, were sanctioned i in ihe three distrints of
cand Madrase  Some ghppz,w of grain were also foiwarded
from the [Dresidency town, Lv thﬁ (ra ain, [ :

Neliore, North Areos,

P T

L T Cpeviain (j];:;l‘”" I

1 See Appendix X,
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‘a ¢

‘taken place among the carriage cattle, r

‘garce-,- {about id. per 1b.).

- Choultry.

requisition of the Toard of Revenue, but, notwithstanding these measure e
onsiderable number of the inhabitants are stated to have porished from famine 1
L b : i SRS o . [ vyt H
cared that Government had contemplated establishing gram .

the Provinces. 1t opp | :
was greatest, but the accounts received

Depbts, in those districts where the‘distrtass . uh ho ascounta eaiwes,
from the district officers were somewhafa‘»contradlctory, and when 1t was u t1‘mate "
proposed to forward large supplies of gran from BFap}ras, th‘c ‘mortality which -hﬂdi :
endered it impossible to do so.*  Asan
jnstance of the imperfect information received from ‘the provinces, .it may be
menticned, that though in Apri! it ‘was reported that no.prei:ssure was likely to be
felt in Trichinopoly, in September, the accounts of the d;:.stm..ct were so- ‘ala.u'mmg, !
\ent rice.was ab once despatehed thither, with Instrue-

that a large supply-of Governz ‘ - .
tions to dispose of it to the people, on Government &QC‘;OLFJ‘lt, at ?a.gc:-zlas 100 per !

15{. f In the ébsence of any measures for the relief of the sufferers, in the
distressed districts, by the distribution of food, or the sale of grain at low rates, large
numbers of the people emigrated to M adras, and besieged the gatesvo.f the I&{In.negar
This institution did much towards the relief of the starving nppl.l cants,
and all the able-bodied were given 'employment, on gthe public works, ) 1:1 thew
neighbourhood of the Presidency town. For seven months, an av’_er:fx‘geyo.f 2,500 of
those, who, from the debility of infancy or eextre:me age, from mﬁrm‘wyy sxckt.less, or %
Jther cause, were unable to minister to their own wants, were fod gratuitously,
Four Branch Relief Depdts were also opened, f?r the
accqmmodation of the latge number «.)f“imrnigrant.s from tl‘lne provivniés,'an(t{,l in :I;?
month of August, 15,000 persons were thus relwveﬁ. ' 'lmqre was eo‘nsg erablp

. od, purtly from disease, and partly from actual

mortality among the numbers relieve . ‘ - i
starvation, many having died almost immediately after there arrival.  An expendr
AL !aJ B £ ‘; &t : o’

. o Tan of Ruaness. (£10.000), was ineurred iu these
twre of considerably upwards of a lag of Bupees, (£10,000), was incurre

operations, up to the month ef August; large S\:\bseri})ti‘onj having bf}@l; reemjv(;d”
from. the putlic of Madras, Calonita, and Bgnlbzf,yﬁ The (?Q:vemmen.n, also, .m.a"(‘, ¢
1i.hef.ﬂ contributions to the Institution, i grain, bu*, netw;t}lstandmg theseﬁmd
other demands upen them, it was found, ﬁlm"o; the offer to p‘ucha:m grirun. at a @gl{cd
liberal pgice, had filled the Government store-houses to overflowing. - The medsure

| Jown the Prity of Hood
bad had. however, the mest satisfactory seffcet in keeping down the A ffood,

! 3

any oth
at the principal institution.

- - H .
. ot hiad 850 Lapee @ ntity, in reserve, Préfvented
as the knowledge that the Governinent had so lurge a quantity, in reserve, preveated

. - . . o v, 'e - . roning - .‘_,*.,-,;:-_r,b st
the refailers from asking exorbitant prices, bubis became eventually necesfsary to

: : ; o1 e 1 et -
sunt of Government, in order to reduce the stock.  Hence, 1n 5o tember,

retail onuce v Ny,
34 was rosolved to sell to all comers, at Pagodas 100 per garce, (id. per by o at a

loss of ten per ceut,: !

: | /
16. The scarcity seems to have passed over by Octobier,*1807, and those of
i v \ . “ &
the poor who had survived, were returned to their homes. * No complete record of

: , ; - L2 e Yoo LA ST R
the number of deaths which teok place, cither in Madras, or in the Provinces, in

consequence of this famine, is obtainable, but from. the

f;f(*: Deaths. =+ recorded deaths, in Madras, during the years 1805-6 and
# 1605—5,286. s IRTYISICN. e
C1R088, 002 . 7+, it would appeat that-l the mortality ly 1807 was very

106717, 207~

i

_ © 7 seriows.} - , : /
-y, It will be observed ﬂmt though f)n théi‘ﬁx;st appearance 9!{" the dlstI‘B'SS, the
Tos i - Pragpd 0 goree with the Board of Revenue, as fo the propriety of

- .

.
;zz:;x;ix:;z:(i;t }Zit:l .‘tiiérf:dn;i]:ot’ vym, asrthe d;%%ger of t'he crisis advmwc;ﬂ, _

L oy » anc . therr. pr(}gaf,s-.;.;-.igg-, ¢re more in ﬁ‘cchdance with
the opinion of the Court of D trectors, as expressed in the following extract from &

. despateh on the sub_‘;ect, written two years after the cvens.

‘“Adverting to the recommendation of * the Board of Revenue, ss stated in the f‘itﬁ PArE to
v“‘ abdtain from all juterforence in tha grain warket, by imp ol
06 ot S I ) :
K indeed, cx;:erience has sh-cvv;;r that m }21(3;;:&];::;??6:5- 0 0? ll'ff‘emwizu; m}-w‘? by m- -maan?;_n.dz_mt
“it has been nedossary for Govérnment tohave n:‘:li*i }M“: hru,: tz ﬁvut‘s]'l‘n-v :he‘naﬂ’ffi haracte
‘¢ we! find that in thf:‘ .S'eﬁ-r .788 a ("a"rlm‘itfcno:y::? -Qf.mi‘; LF‘L ajs.r{e( ]'m“ Thus, m B’mgﬁih
' “)throua'hout the country, during ti:‘-a F:,‘ o -w"t;h ‘ kppﬁ ]mb.d: ¢ bu‘g:»erm@er%d: *L‘? sale of gran
’ e nHs BATHlS Lh0amme whiza existed at thab period. This Committee had
ot enly the power ¢+ fix the maximum price of the grain, b

oung any regulaiion for the sals of

e A ' : it was aleso authorized to compel
persons possessed of large stocks of grain, to dizpose of the same, which measures where attended

€5 341 N e - RS L)
with the most beneficial consaguences. ard tha Fatnl afacia wh ,

e boneficial sonsequences, and the fatald effects which were a4 first apprehended, were
in a great measure averted,” Lo ’ . .

- 18 The season of the year 1811, was unfavorable in somé of the southorn
distriets, and, early in 1812, the Board of Revenue addressed Government on the
impending distress, and again laid down, what appeared to them to be the true prin-
\ciphzs which should guide State interference on such oceasions, strongly domocéxtin'g'
any mportation of grain on Grovernment account. The Government, on the Board’s
recommendation, cxempted from daty all grain imported from abroad, or trunsfer-
red from one district to another. * No serions ‘

s ne di distress appears to have been gonerally
exXperienced throoel 7 e this : oy o ¢ N ;
perienced througl ency, on this occasion, bnt the district. of Madura

g ‘ !
sunered considerably in the years 1812-13-14, and, in the eny

ut the Pre

v part of the last-nam-

T

¥
ad vear, it was found necossnry o avomlor 1 i PP .
BQ yoar, 1t was 1ound necessary to eruploy uo less than 42,000 neople iu that district,

L

- ST N Cavrres nf T S A00 2NN
atd to advance a sam of Pagodas 2,000 {£700) to the me

them i procuring grain from elsewhere.” The expenditure in giviig employment
e SPNES PR Y . .= R ‘ e - At S
o the people, from th beginning of the y¢

wts, 1o order o assist

B a
F s b Bhod P A v fen S T
. K e neg : yearto 3ist of May; or for five months, had
been Pagndas 93 600, {.£32,550).,

.
4 : A ) 16 disiress appears wlso to have extended to the
Cnnara distriet in 1812, ng the Collector susii in

s : piopesals 1o store graiu on account
of Government, in order to provide agraings scarcities in fu
not, however, rueet w :

by

Al A3
posal did

‘ure.  His pro

R«

e

‘_ pproval of Government: -

1 9. The next gencral scarcity of which there are any rotiable acconnts, took
place in 1824. The first officer to sound the alurm was the Commercial Resident ut
Injeram, near Masulipatam, who viewed the rise in prices which had oceurred in the

- " K 3 D o ad ., . X . . s . . . -
autumn of 1823, cousequent on the failare of the rains, 50 seriously, that on his own

- responsibility, he compelled certain merchants to s6ll rice at fixed prices, and wr' -

to the Bengal (fovernment requesting that a cargo of rico might be sent to hin.
ANy , v T N T L ) -
Government acecunt.  When his procesdings were reported to the Madras Gover.

: ” 1 1YY ey . b M N : . * -
~ment, they gravely consured the course of action adopted by him, puinting out that

such proecedings were more likoly to create a famine, than to relieve the existing
o ) L1 A ’ . A N S N -
distress.* = They also reported to the Government of Bengal, that they had thea n

reason to apprehend a scarcity, ‘T'wo months later, however, or in Decomber of ¢

- sams year, the Madras Government fully realized the danger which the Commer

Resident had foreseon, for the scarcity of grain was by that tine soverely ”

town of Madras, 'There was only ono bankshall (warchouse) open f
' grain, several deaths from starvation had been reported, manv

‘» abandoncd by their parents in de.-spai‘r, and, at the end of the

‘riot took place in the town, rendering, it AllE,‘ﬁCSS:}ry to "

’



. Q\ 3(:(}L

erowd, on this occasxon, persisbently refu’*.cd to disperse, until a round of E’aall cart-

ridgse had been fired over the heads Of the rabble.
‘m Matters hal now become so sea":‘rs thronghont many parts of the country,

4‘_‘. BLat

ul‘-"zn the contrel mwu'xr-f!{ that Luu Gover nm, Sir ihomays fy [unro, recorded
ihe 1a;zlumnfr mwn‘e on thu subiect-— o
‘:]_‘1-1'(3\’;?1{3(“1 under this Hovernment, and
of grain

r uss in n-uat ‘n* B
% distriets. E(a‘ns‘g already 1
reasen to suppose that if the present
appears advisable that Govern-
» $he evils of the

d the price

sl 1&5 ngenl rafes ; and ihers bein

'm g }’}iaue%é te tgfn}
i ; ithout r.:m, it witl etill pise mueh higher—-it
0, without u-ﬂa,. as may be caleulaged to all

(“

R

Ta¢asNITY
B

creity which hag aleoacy h.ﬂu to be felt.” f' ‘
+ ¢ e interforencs of Government on :‘nm “geensicns, a8 the 1—re:mt ig f* ' very pr e)u Jicial,
3 ,.'l
and T kpow of Do way in which iv can be s&m G, v:r"’-ﬂ unless in sugpentl
anct me mn,. q:;mmsf the grain g,ea]crr.- {from the vio-

all duiies on grain—

gi'rm, perfect freedom Lo its ransts by ze

- i .

3 03— Hu pa. }.‘L

urn

6 1 therefors raemnmm wend, that &l daﬁiésv}.@? taken off for onme year, froin this date, on all
aud on a1l grain imported by fand

e 3,
p@nmd from I)engai :o nny pLu under the 3*1‘0»‘&(1;1:(%}7,

grains i . ‘
The ‘yiu'stmp of this measure will he attended with some loss

to any I nhw ander this Government.
~of Revenue, but it ought not tb be put in competitior:with the great object of relieving the people,

as far s may be practicable: from the distress mqeramble from a searcity of food.”

21, The Government, ‘u*e-';rdingifk }mh{ \-hvﬂ a nolice ¢ ddlm‘fhnw all graiv freC
of irnport duty, end 'g:)oriui’iihmw its frec trausit du"ou rhout the cnllzxtry, Ti}ov also
offered a bounty of Rs. 30, por garce, (3s. 8. per quar or) on all grain nupnrted
from ]3<>ng:u Malabar, or Canara, until the 7th Juue, and all ships hrmn‘mg grain to
were offered 3 cargo of salt at Rs. 18, per garce, instead of Rs. 24, the regular

price. 1he Glovernment alse direc sted zhe‘ Board of Revenue to instruct Collectors
to provide labour, on usciul pubhc' works,  for thosc of the pu)ple who could not
obtain cmploy ment elsowhere. The nils‘tresq scems to have been very sericus, at an
carly period, in the North Arcot dlstmct and “the Collector inquired whether the

- merchants were to he allowed to 'sell at their own rates, or whether Government
“would mterfore and fix the prices. *7 The Government, in reply, directed him to be
guided by the true pmmﬁlphw of political economy, and to leave the market entircly
"'ee, but they <an(,t1oncd a subscquent proposal recel ived from Lim to advanee fo the

%L:*’at(_- s of fand, a sum 0 of Kupees ?,E. 50, to be ex p’*m.(.d in sinking wells, and to

~the const

*covemMe v.'lthm tmi** yeurs. S : o

2‘2 The Board of vaeme Imd in tlm mpavhme, addressed all the (*oUo('tom
striets, requiring them fo submit & full réport on the evops in their districts,
e proportion they bore to an averafe crop, and the estens to which they
. be caleulated upon to ymwde for the wants of' the people, dnring the coming
a8 on, mcludme Loth seed grain and food; to dbwrtfun what proportion of the
war”  gubsisted on rice and other kinds of grain, and Low muchi}grain of the previous
pvest was in store; to state Whotlwr their dmtrlds were at all dependent
' 'myhes, and if so, to give the extent of such, .suEzphe,s in ordinary years;
usual quantity of the exports of grain by sea, 1f any. The Collectors
“to forward weekly returns of the state of the scason and crops,
-nling prices, as comparcd with the prices ruling at the same

" . the previous thres years.

utmn received by the Board, in reply to their mqumtmn,
~early in 1824, to give State emp!oymﬂnt to a conmdﬂr—

.—(1" o ;,,,} . t,v ' P eyl o A
ablemusber of peaple in the Ceded Districts, and in dmo:u; Salem, Vizagapotam,
2 ’ g e .; 43 AR * H
North and South Arcos, Madr&s, and Nellore.  The lahorers were paid in mon d
the Collector of Nellore's proposal t : satived | T
&'t o pay theniin gr Ve i ’

the Collector of Nellorc's ; pay 1 grain, was negatived by the Bmu d,

same officer proposed, in Eebrz,ury to import grain, on (tovernmont

A&

aceount, hﬂ was informed that such a course was open to very serious objections

924, About the middle of the vear : y had
. 3 tue year, ﬂ\e distress Eamonrr the poorest classes had

inereased to such an alarming ext nt ‘chat 1t bemme necessary to fecd considerabl
‘numbers of those unal le to labour, both in the town of Madras, and in the d;‘s::;:t:
%5 Madme mewsaros) per i‘:'nflf‘lf Iras; and North Arco FoIn tiﬁte-iéittiﬂi’ district, rice was
o 8 in July, at 44 seers, the rupes, in some p"f‘ :08.% In
) September, the Collestor of Nellore reported that prices wure
<hl myntr’ and that- deqf‘zs from starvation, were of frequent occurrences, ari that o
Relief Depit. was also opened in that di strict. The accounts
Afrom V lzmrapatam in the same month, were so bad, rice
‘ © selling at 9 seers'the rupen, t and people reported to be selhnrr
their infaut children, that a similar ea’rabhd;ment was sanctioned for that dist t,
thouzh the favorable chlmv(- which took placs in the season, in ")Ltoher r;‘x;(l::‘zf(;clt

unnecessury‘to open it.  In Madras, the Relief Depits were managed 1 by the Com-

+ 6 Madrss measures per ru.
peo, ur sbout 13d, per 1b.

mittec of the Manegar tr ; b e .
e Monegar Choultry, to whom Government gave grants-in-aid, and tho .

B FOAT Y £ o 5 N
Government officers mmmtrﬁd them in the prnv]nceq The b_d‘L'Xltht\lre on relief at

‘ 1 o, 3 "1 o
each Depdt, was about one rupee (2 shillings,) per head, per mensem. The recipients
by ]

of relief were divided into two classes, thme uble to work, and those unable to do sc
and cach was supplied with a ticket, ent itling him to & ~uﬂrc1ent dole of cooked f)'ﬂlcd
to preserve life; the rations, however, were‘so arranged, that the z'cczy!e‘ntb we;'e
nove:r tempted to continue a Lurden on charity, “hcn a bhetter provision conldw he
“obtained by ordinary labour. The work requn*cd of these paﬁpew mxs of "-uch;
nature as might appear most useful, bnff‘it was to be detormined upon, 1ot go muc{,
in regard to the value of the work performed, as to the object of allowing ;1{)v t
eat the bread of idleness who were capable of earninf a livelihood.. In the '(O“:;l o(f]'
Madras, several thousand persons were fed at four separate Depits for se;v‘ex‘ql mo‘n‘vthq ‘?‘
In the Cln ngleput, or Madras District, about seven tl'n;:»u_s:md persons W;rﬁ also "ed
on fuhe fame principles, for three months, and in Nellcre, two thousand. ‘ ’i;ﬁ;thulxld;
were prov%«’%cd chiefly by the Government, though some .subseriptioﬁs 'wer(; ra%sed m
Madras. Though, as late as Septemb.er,‘ the  local journals reported that rice was
beeoming- dearer every day, and that there was no diminution in the numher of

- famished wretches, in and about Madras, the: season -in October and November was
* fortunately propitious, and the RCllbf Uepotb appcar to h'ws* been. all dus(,d by the

end of the year.

as s : ‘

25. " As noted above, the rctml prwe of rice had risen during one permd of this
searcity, to three Madras measures the rupee, (2¢d. per I} b.) in. North Arcot, and to
s, ] . co g LU, o v

"six measures the rupee, (144, per 1b.) in Vizagapatam. The averare wholesale prico

n ty I8 s ’

‘throughout the Presidency, was 2 o o ¢ : )
Presidency, was Rs. 260, the garce, (27s. per quarter) during the

¥ car 1824, but in the North Arcot district, the average pmmo was Rs. 450, the carce
?

y lellor

1\13 PAfmm 6. pie vuaron, in (;{mrmgothe‘ year, in Nellore, Rs. 300, in Madras distriet,

North Aroos, to 31s. Ba C ;

Nowth Amot, {0 815 por quarter, Ry ‘4;(’) , in South Arcot, Rs. 400, and” in Cuddapah,
Rs. 370.% : I

(A ¥l ) ! : B
26.. After an interval of nincyears or in 1833, the most serious famine with

which the Madras Pres
ladras Presidency has been Aafllieted since the Pritish accession, 0(/(,umed

# Sce Appendix XVI,

. .
tSee Appendiz XVIL
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Fortusately, i waé privcipally confined fo sonie gt ‘the northern districts, :»mQ ’*m the
immediate " neiohbourhood of the Presidency town. Iin consequence of the i;;a.arﬁ;{g
loss of difowhich toek place in the Gantoor. distrjzeh on- tlxis‘(v?c&§i011, ’fhgT scm‘::nt.y 18

* generally -known as the (untoor Famine” though the‘ districts of i‘iellf{xfe, end
Masulipatam also saffored very severely. The ppcgun%s of .‘c}:e season »Trgecel.vcd by
the Board of Revenue in November 1832, from the. districts .Of ‘(3:1.111’5001', Masul ;pat:'im:
Rajamundry, Nellove, Bellary, and Cuddapsh, -were so nlarmlgg, ,.th::d, the ']‘3(_.:;;?.'(1

: 4 Goverrment o the subject, and recommended that the mport dut;)'f on

rrain, from foreign g_-;f.»rt-s»; as well oy the port to p(;-r} chf'y,* sheuld. be remi.tted. “1"24.&-43

(overnment, accordingly, published a notice to this offect, and %11'@:1:;;(1,‘115 re«p:ﬂ.;h—

eation in the districts of Tanjore, Canara, apd Ganjam, where the E;Ef:igcrx'a.l:nzz.fi been

' 1 ihe Collectors of these dislricts to

seailable for.export. The Govern--

confer with the grain merchants of

o

comparatively favorable, and they called upon
state, what quaniity of grain was, likely to be
. . v s e S LOPRNLPArY N
ment also directed all Collectors of districts, to ¢ ‘ . : s
_ . L ; « 1 to exorcise their influence to reduee prices, whenever ey
the principal towns, and to excrcise their influen 2.0 ¥ duco prices, onever Lhe;
liad veason to belicve that the merchants were withholding grain- from the markes,
1 POasnn Ll DOOVL < - ] TN NI FUUR
in hiopes of exorbitant profits.  They were not, however, 1o exervise any autnority in
i Hopes S T ' - S W VW TR
{lo matter, but-mercly to endeavour to eitect the objects of Government by personal
O IRl s . v ) R R ”
Cipfiuenco. The district oficers were also directed to communicate freely ith eaeh
L i AR LAl e r . Ao [ AR A Rt AN .

‘ S e e g and the Commissioner of Mysore
other, as o the suppnes of grain in cach district, and the U ' -

was requested to suspend the transt duties on grali. o E B
, bor), the distress had hecome so severs -

'97. 1n the following month (Noyemier), stross liad becomo 20 srvets e
Bellapy, awd in the northern distriets of Guntoor, and Nellore, h*t the . ;’..U‘L.

1'&:0:.)11121‘:@2‘&cﬁ[eéi’. {hut s special indncemert should be hold out to trade.rs tof urx1 lt)otrt;
grain, by the offer of a curgo of }saltm.l favorable terms, a;nd the\ p.n:;ﬁ 0 m mg. |
1 por ' accordingly rcduced from Hs. 25, to Rs. 22, per 100

Indian maunds.® = The Government also authorized an™

Cyea T Macnli
inorasse to the police forces of the Guntoor, and Masuli

importers of grain, was

v on

: patam - distriets, as the country .was reported -to be .'inl
a disorganized state, and to be infested by ;hzmds‘.of m:a.ra.uders thth »d‘éﬁly
incréased in numbers, owing to the alarming rise wh1c1‘x l'uatd.tak‘en. place 111 .u;
: prié:é of food.  'They also expressed their willingness t.o.‘ give re.hef', by tlée‘lss.@.xe‘:i. :
“cooked food, when absolutely necessary, un.d“er t‘%hﬁx sa;m_;_p restrictions and arrange- |
ments, as had been 'san;:‘rioned in 1824, Lhey suri
of the able hodied poor,
B | S . o

% About 3% fons.

LR
PIELTILAE

Brnment;w shundance of riee in Lanjore,
FEPHINenL, Wi / : . nee ' -
course of frade, be imported fo

Lieh wi thosa districts,
, wiih wou 1y D8 e

iny oh prices ruling. Tn sanctionn
I OGrae o _ o

+ +0 oitain the ndvantame of the L

tollector of Nellove

1
y ¥} !'!,-‘
sxrenditure by the
Y .
15T £} ,'ﬁm(- CETTIIN
Junvary, the txovernme

. ohserved, that 1t was objection

y L NP . -
"t&i-’f{ﬁii‘\f waa a3 severs as if had bedn 1 15
Al . . .
1

: v esoent under very-exceptional eireuan-
to the poor, gratuitously escept und - ophyt ‘

i) o e I S,

. . orl- iraet Inroe piultifudes of peopie, who
CGOUTBC could not f}.ﬁl to atiradt JRrS nn ‘ ' ] : ! ﬁf T
labour. and further, was likely to ereate alarm, @3 leading

' ‘ £ D vyt 7 PR
1{'0"( in that the scareity of food must be exeessive. T N
e Wl DINE Tl wilx v . « P T R LU
i iy i c 4 Ininpetions weresissued to all the disinct cicers,
C 28, Farly in 1834, strict injunctions werd: hgmel to. al sinct e
’ ace to another, and peremipe

v

. . LRSI Y ith X
agaiust npy intorference with gr2

in in transit from one pl
&

_the month, matters had become so ba

: olt the Committee of the Monegar (thoultry, and those panupers
- Madvas, who were natives of northern districts, were de

¥ 435 per quarter

tory orders against any attempt to force the mark
or persuagions, in order . fo throw in a la
.p}ar,e, :.ndr_;.ljvﬁ‘)‘i.‘rd’d L:.tu.;h it in. L.her natural current, of mercantile specultions, were
issued to all subordinate Dfl:lf.:l?_‘.l“s,'g‘ 1t was; hg’«;-.,'evar’ found  neeessary t sanction a
large ex:penduurg on public works, in-the districts of Balem, Trichinoply, Colmba-
t.)l‘ C‘alxd.f}zv.‘,rmh, South Arcot, Bellary, Nellore, Masuliputam, and Guuoor, in order
“to providewlabour for the
ey AN R PN . ; . Ay e . R 11 .
patam, Nellore, and North Arcot, those who were unable to labowr, wald hav
ished, had not some Govermment. Relief Depbis been opened, wi
suoked food. ' i

med, where hey obtained
T P AN Ty £
In February, 1,500 people wero being fed at the Mancgar Choultry,

dras, and lar

- ¥

.iz;eln‘tunbers of paupers flocked to this ipstivution, hf"n the north-
15 ¢ followng months, so thuch so, that

<90 A prtuts of the in th
b - T P B SO S S
ol e the local journuls of the d

measures, the rupee.” Groups of peoculs wers soon dy
_‘ every day, and the number of applicants for 1"9%‘2@1‘;
- Menegar  Choultry, were quite heyond the means of the institution. = Such large .
‘ 43,1‘9wd:‘>‘ of starving paupers had reached. .Madras, that the outbreulk of .
epidemic was apprehended by the medical officers, and
issued orders, strictly requiring all Collectors not to :
their districts to emigrate

starvation in the streets, ;
; at the

some serious
da April, the Government,
g - _ permif the poorer people of
food, if necessary, near th:;r ﬂi;lgl;;nfz)eit ﬁi‘t pz‘ovzlex them rWith f:?nig)}oy e i, and.
however explained that it wus : dones “, N ; O ‘1(".1@“” f.;yﬁem‘or velief, they
e vevar ox; oy Vb I wus @ dangerous expedient, likely to attravt large nurobers
of poor ‘rornﬁfll Jarts of the province, and too apt, if not well regnlated, to arrgrévate‘
the distress. it ‘was jntended to alleviate.d It seems ¢ » ’ b

emigrated from Grun%c»or,_and i‘vfasuiipatam, where the distress was most severe, to

" ‘. 43 H 21 T - . . o - ) o i - ”
l\e.llom, and the Collector was ordered to require : JHe PSOS | stur
equire all such persons & ret

OWIL vﬂla.ges. In the Khivte inonth, it become necessary
3 . R o

advances, re-payable in two vears, for sinki rolls
€S, payable in two years, for sinking wells.

n to their
m South’ Arcot, 1o giant

[ —

; 9] v tha @ LRTR e N - :‘, o L. o
» 30. In the first tortnight of April , no less than 166 deaths from starvation had -
taken place in one-half of the Guntoor distriet, and it was foarcd that-the

\pen placo 1 one A : _ remainder
of the district had not been more fortunate.  From Masulipatam it was reported, in -

May, that large numbers of persons had perished from actual stary

: . ration, Thev were
- being relieved :

at the Depdts, by the iss : - ‘ ' : ‘
at PUts, by the issue of a quarter of a measure of grain (. to

each person, but. those who laboured, were allowed half 2 measure.t

AT A ¥t

ud in Guntoor, that application was made for tha
I3 3 £ [4 T~ y r M e » |

ra ‘ grnmicn ant, of 19 garce of Tanjere rice, at Rs. 319, the
garce, the selling price in Guntoor, but Governmient objected, on general 'pri'mi‘p!gn
e e v ' g ) £ e ' i YN i 3128,
In June, 83,000 people were being fed, and 7,000 euiployed

importation, on Government ace

ander the management
receiving *relief in
ported thither in large nwn-
- bers.  The distress increased terribly in

Gluntoor in this
. N sk o c . .
. !‘ mouth,  Rico had reached Rs. 421, per garce, in price,t
i AP a b O et ek e : A N ) : .
and  the ﬂo}hcctfm reported, that ous of a population of 500,000, about 100,000
persons would need to be fed, or smployed.§ ... ’

. i3 T

'
H

»

the markets, by the employmentot threats

arger supply of grain ‘into- any purticuiar’

49 poorer clusses, and in the districts of Guitoor, Masuli--

ave ney-

ing of

% See Appendix 25,

alss, that Lirge numbers had  # See Appendiz XXI.

At the end of $SceAppendis XXI1,

§feeAppendiz XXIIL,
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#SaepAppendix XXIV,

- L
C Age57440- were paid, as bounty.

$S8ee Appendix XXV,

_% About 1§4d, pe 1‘}I,_

mundry distict was in distfess.

“who required assistance in their

. Depbts, during the scarcity. A lac of rupees, wero spent in each of the

31. Iy Auvgust, matters were much WOTse, evg:r},twhere. Serious grain riots |
v & \

occurred i Madras, but were foriunately quelled by the aid of the troops, without |
" any loss of life. In Vellore, rice was sclling at 43 mea-
sures, the Fupee,* the distress-was reported to be dreadiul

Tl 1
and. the hoyible spoctacle of s, mothér devouring her.dead infant, wasgeen in the
satam begged fdrrice, on Guvernment

streets of thy town, 'T'he Collector of Masuly

aceount, but was rofused, as the Madras merchants were kaown to” be throwing in
grain. From Nellore, most harrowing accounts were received. “Though 10,000 people ;
were being fid in the town,the roads were strewed with. dead bodies. The Rajw;%
The distriet officers, by the aid of funds subscribed 'y
sirice March, but the expenses had i‘ .

. SRR TS Rl '
by private pegofis, had been feeding 5,000 people

=\ . - " L
become s0 heavy, that this'¢eld no.longer be done. MThe assistance of Government |

was accord.ingly requested, W.hixifu was grg,hted, with ‘ﬂl{k. same 'w\_ﬁiﬁ:[:ﬁﬂn_é, Which.h.‘}ﬂ'
been prescribed i other dispricts.® "Avthic ond of fﬂfx{;"m()nthE the price of salt to !
grain importers was reduced fo Rs. 1&.per 100 Indian maunds, as'a further induce~ !
ment to importation, and at the saine-time, a bounty of Rs. 20, per garce, was offer '

I
20

onall grain imported from Bengal,. Malabar, or Canara, to any port on the east coast | -

of the Mulras Presidency, before 15tk November. This appearg to have causeu

imports to the extent of 1,402 garce, at Madras, 551 at ports of Rajamundry, and 903
ab poris of Masulipatam and at ports of Guntoor, 5 at ports of the Madras Distriet, |
oud 0 at ports of Linnevdlly. Tn all, 2,672 garee, (about 12,700 tons), for which

[V R

32, Notwithstanding all thesc® efforts to relieve the distress, and the large |
_expenditure in feeding and empleying the people in the districts of Gantoor, Masuii«
patam, and Nellore, and in spite of the reiterated orders to employ and foed’ those |
own districts; it was found that peeple were still .

“flocking towards Madras. In September, upwards of 70,000 were fod at the Mone-

gar Choﬁltry and the subordinate Doplts, and 10,000 were emgployed in4he heigh-
bém'hogd, and in view to removing some of this erowd of paupers {rom the Presi-
dency town, it was then deemed advisable to employ them. in" gangs of 3,000, or i
4,000, on the northern trunk road. 'They were subsisted and puid by Governmen®t .
83. . Im addition to the enormous expenditure incurred at Madras in t

of distress, about three lncs of Tupees (£30,000) were expended at the provincial
districts of |

Guntoor, and Nellore, Rupecs 20,000 in Masulipatam, and South ‘Avcot, Rupees 32,000
in the Madras district, and, during the.lafter half of the year, smallor sums in :
after the harvest of 1834, and it was not considered necessary to su

" duties after. 31st January in that year, The Guntoor district, hoy
ad even in the middle of Juune 183&, upwards of 10,000 people

North Arcot, Madura, Salem and Cuddapsh. The scareity was generally at an end, | -

spend the import .

suffer vory severely,
- were employed there, on public works, at & monthly eos

upwards of Rupees 500 per mensem was spent in foeding. the poor. In July

Aﬁg*ust, it was found  feasible to reduce 'ogmratiO‘ns; and by the end of the year, all’
extraordjnary measures censed. At certzin poriods of this terrrible famine, 'éjhe‘rctail_;

price of rice had risen, as already stated, to seven measures, and on one oceasion; at:
~ Vellors, to three and a half measures the rupee, end the average wholesalo price of the!
' ' grain during the year 1848, was Hupees 354, the FAree, in

Guntoor, Hupees 267 Jnddasulipatam, Rupees 285 in Nellore,

L3

j
)

i

st of Rupees 22,000, and
and; - .

Lie relief ;

vever, continuéd to

and Rupees 260 in the Madras and North' Arcot districts.t)

- 34, rrhe_re are; unfortunately, no accessible returfy ﬁ*ainkvhioh to eétim‘f | }li, E
n.‘um'ber who dicd of famine in the year, 1883, but it was estimated by an office p ; e
Lngmeers, that in Guntoor alone, 150,000 persons, out of a populz'ti(;h ofczgg O(J(;}('l)(‘3
pemshqd from this cause. ' In alluding to these terrible figures, he oBserveé N

*“ This is not an ordinary statistical faét—this is no record of so many millions of -
cloth e.\.tported, and so much sugar imported, no detail of so ‘many peopf; cloth;l; o(i yarfls o
4 pa}a’fes m.dulgfad. Here we read of a body of human beings, much larger in“numbcr th‘qn'tlfo ool
Artfues of India, not marching with the prospect of glory, promotion and prize ﬁone ag t ]e Wh'ole
thel‘: homes, -Wa,ndering into strange lands, with no excitement, but the cravings of hi, u- : e’;"mg .
| a‘g:ntlea ?}i; thirst. O{; thei‘e rgiserab]e pilgrims, a mass equal to all the Benga,lc and Magf:; Xlrmtizz .
put together ; a number of whose corpses laid side by side, would closel line both sides.of &'
miles in length ; three times ags. many as all the British Soldi ilod 1n the n oo rond 20
Wome'.n, and children, teg times xiigre than the r;:::t}ilmésdii‘egavjli)l\flle(fiil:dufofe:lnsula o
cheering, by the quick blow.of bullet or bayonét, not in the course ',of a'f(;w ni rI;tongf Souts
: ‘sleep that cndsin ‘death, but by lingering illness and gnawing pangs proI:mged foé; di’ys :1)12; 1;::;11,?
. : ' : ORS. -

, “ It is distressing, but it may be useful, todwell.upen the horrors of these calamitous ons.
}Ve.aTe apt not -sufficiently to consider, in reading of 150,000 people killed b Lfaminoui o
individual wretchedness is indicated by those six digits. We shrink from the y;ix h 3, d.oW o
broken up village communities, the uncultivated lands, the uncelebrated feast, th ﬁl}n e o
the well, the thronged burning ground, the nnburied dead. We Jike not to (:ontz‘ ?rce e
tacle pre‘sented in thousands and tens of thousands of families, the'herdsman w.vith‘ hn')p . th(? Spe -
ca,ttl? dying around him, stripping the coarse thatch from his roof, in the vain h ; ‘,m;()mplafnfng

‘ the hf'es which for years have been the greatful objects of his care, the shee , bll: pte : susmml'n'g
the. Wlthered grass, the hungry children and their starving parents ’thc famisI;Ied ntil o ot Wl?h
m_oxsten the parched throat of her dying infant, or the hard strué le bet I;:O o ‘maf)le .
kindred and the stronger instinet of s’elf-preservafion.” ’ : - \ veen tho strong ties of

i "‘ Let it be remembered, that the famine of 11833 was by no means confined to the ‘Guntoor
vs.ls rict. Many musii have a l{vely recollection of its disastrous effects in other parts of the P

sidency, as well as of the multitudes that came in search of food to Madras itself, wh oo
sure of relief was afforded them.”* : o T e fomemen

785, Tt is also difficult to make a\n{ st b Toe ' : L
i v S ¥ estimate of the loss of property occasi
, . . s
by this far.nme throughout th'e whole Presidency, but, as regards the I(;'run)tro'or di;: r}eg
the following remarks are made on this subject, in the report submitted to Grovrlc s
: ern-

ment by the Public Works Commissioners in 1852,

¢ The lossof revenue and the destruction of property were immense. First, to take -
revenue ; the’ average collections in the six years preceding Fusly 1242 ’ ( ;8 ;\2 e the - and
13,94, 168 Rupees; in that year iliey fell to 8,58,500 Rupces,’ and in the fol‘iou'i K -33) were
Tvere 6,71,654 Rupees, and 5,11,593 Rupees, respectively. Since that time tVI: ng htwo years they
4mcrea‘sed, but the average annual amount up to Fusly 1260, ( 1850-51) is onl £; 86’?:34 ave gra»dua:lly ,
a loss.of 4,07,884 Rupees yearly, or of 77,49,796 Rupees on the whole lj‘gve’ t’h‘ R upees, being
not fal.rly present the whole case ; for, all the Zemindaries (Pro'prietors 'Estate:) h ls.‘statement does
lessly into arrears, (of land tax) the whole of them were taken under manage atv{ng fallen hope-
(1835-36) and since that time, the Government collections include all that p;rt;n:)i'nf ooty 1245,

collections, which formerly went as income to the zemindar, and in payment /o

e total or gross
f his establish-

“ments.

o ‘s Iiis .smgulap to observe, how uniform the falling off wag ih all branéhes of the revvehuc-’at .fn
r:ce;«?er, Egmlland /customs) 1t was very marked, as was to be expected; the averﬁge of the six : ears
P ng Fusly 1242 was 1,01,438 Rupees : in that year, it fell to 64,554 and in the foll(;wingj;rear

to 45 .3 .
10 45,707 ; in salt, the falling off was from 3,85,000 in Fusly 1241 to 1,60,000 in Fusly 1242 -

%71 Captain

L

% From an aﬂiole on the eff
set i i , ‘
Best, Madras Engiueers, tcts of the Famine of '183?: in the Madras Journal of Literature, for 1§14.;"
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.

amount to the enormous sum of 2,27,07,000 Rs. ; or above two and a quarter millions sterling.’”

-

in Moturpha, (professional tax) from 63' 000 in 1241 to 23 200 in 1242 and 26, 000 in 1243 :in
Abkary, (excise on liquor) from 13,232 in Fusly 1241, to 12,341 in Fusly 1242, and 4,8081in 1243 :
in sundry small Farms, from 18,779 in Fusly 1241, to 9,556 and 4,484 respectively; in the follow-
ing two years. In some branches, the revenue has never recovered itself, but is still below its
former standard ; salt regamed its normal amount the soonest that is, in about tem years; being
" less dependent than the others on thé local consumption. It has indeed increased materially above
what it was before the famine : this probably is owing to a more rigorous management. The average
yearly loss on all thes¢ sources of revenue, as compared with the six years preceding the famihe, is
1,02,784 ; and the aggregate loss in the eighteen years, (after deducting” 3,18,000 Rupees as the

robable amount of the deficit, through the abolition of the Sayer duties in 1844) amounts to
15,32,112 Rupees.”

“ It is difficult to estimate the actual loss to the Zemindars and the cultivating classes’; but
an approximate judgment may be formed. According to the theory of the settlement, the Zemin-
dars were to have 30 per cent. of the gross collections from the Ryots ; and thus supposing them
to have taken from the Ryot half the gross produce of the soil, (an out-side estimate) the Govern-'
ment revenue would be 35 per cent. of the gross produce. Considering that during the period of
distress the Ryots certainly paid to the Zemindars, and they to Government, a larger proportion
than usual, of their actual income, respectively, it might be safely assumed that the loss was in the
proportion above given ; but we will take the loss of the Zemindars and the Ryots, at only 60 per '
cent. of the whole, instead of 65 ; and then the total loss to Government, Zemindar, ‘and Ryot from
diminished cultivation and failure of crop, will amount to 1,93,75,000 Rupees.”

*¢ Add to this, elghtcen lacs, the value of cattle and sheep that perxshed in the famine, and -’
15,32,112 Rupees, the amount lost to Government as above stated, in the miscellaneous items of
revenue, (without attempting to compute the loss to mdmduals in the various branches of trade and |
manufacture concerned), and the -total loss by the famine,” up to the . present time,. is found . te '

36. Though occasional partial scaréities occurred in some localities, between '
'1834 and 1854, it was not until the latter year, that any district of the Madras
Pres1dency was again wsfced by famine, and then it was fortunately almost entlrely
local in-its effects, being principally restricted to the Bellary district. The rains
. which usually fall in the months of October and November, ceased at an unusuzlly .
early period in the year 1853, and the showers which usually fall in June and
July, had been scanty The grain harvest were, consequently almost universally !
deficient, and prices rose to such a height, that considerable distress occurred in

" several parts of the Presidency, and necessiated the undertaking of puplic works for

the employment of the poor, in several districts. In the Bellary district, however, !
the season had been exceptionally unfavorable, an average fall of only 94 inches of
rain having fallen during the year, against an average of about double that quantity
in previous years.. The harvest in the entire district, did not yield more than half;

a crop, and, at the beginning of 1854, prices were double the usual rates. The |
drought continued through the earher months of this year, and fodder for cattle
generally failed, so that about one-third of the cattle in the district perished. The’

_ stock of the previous year s grain was small, for serious damage had been occasioned -

by the storm in 1851 to several of the irrigation works of the district, and in 1852, ;

the falls of rain had been unseasonable, and the crops short. Pnceq consequently
continued to rise, until in June, July, August, and September, they were three:
times the ordinary rates:, The reports submitted by Mr. Maltby, then a Member,
of the Board of Revenue,*" give a concise account of the state of the distriot durmm
“those months_of 1854, when the pressure was greatest, and of the measures of;

rehof b” ) ted

~about targ-t Lz ds of the outlay mcurred sh(mld be. deblted to (,hduty v

‘Bistross Trdr @1 b = 0o
- dastress, al’l)hlr_;‘- to.7 iricasures, nnr rupee (23, tu} (f per 3!‘

- twelve mey LSUTeH,

' Ldlary was sold at four times ‘the usual price. It will also bs  obser
- while in the cade of the first two famine s, “the Governm
rules 0\“ f“}hiu‘

‘ largely, « on (overnment acgount, in the othor, they adhered o thes

. . ’ ) . .”).
[ I . l'/]é -
AT e . ‘

) ‘F‘L.‘ I agpmm that i it was not dpenmd adwsab}r' on tin. oeeasion, *t;' afford
“relief in any shape, except by oflering employment on public wor )
w:ages, in money: ~ About 16 lacs of Rupc}es were e‘cp:r*dcﬁco::{;}};:,‘:Zi;ui‘:fu tllii( .
‘the vear, and the numbers employed, varied i from about 9,000 in Jannary, to 97,000
in J uly, frora whu,h date they temhlv decreased. At one periad h()&*:}ver ~'a{5.0;}t
bpw cent. of the population were receiving - xlh;ratahle a;a:mmr*?e in t‘?ﬁ&j form
It was ¢ tmmwd iha,t the Mmlo of .the werk performed. o0 this® upca;lon cost Quufi

. .
hireo tmnﬁ w.m it cnuld have been executed for in the ordin: ary. malmev so that
T,
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. «

.

88. It will be percgived from the forecronm par
famine of 18 866, the

serious dearths, mt]un the preceding hundred years.

agraphs, that previous to th

In 1782, rice was sold st

ing

- 2
Mdeh% Presidency had been visited with no less than five

from three t¢ about six Maflras measu res; per rupee (23d. to 114 per 1b ); in 1807,
LTS : e S

from seven te cight measures, the rupee (13d. to 1d. per Ib.y;
e e g .. % , C

s1x meah'u.u..u, (25d.-to 132 per Ib) at certain perx{';{}s, though the average price’
during the year, was X

dur ; "3" ' :1 f}q y seven to nine men-.m,;;, ner rh"}ee,fﬂa b) ga.,perlh.m
the distressed districts,  In 1883 , prices ravged at the periods of the greatest

1) though the » sverage

Ny £
price, during the vear, iu the most distressed part of the country; was frem nine to

‘the rupee, and in 1854, cholum, the esminon’ fnud of the people of

wed, that
nent uhremx"dul the received
of food in the one ¢ ¢ase, and zmywrtm’*

-
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APPENDIX I, A
Eztract from a General Letter fo the Court of Directors, 17 33.

* T S % * - L

- -

¢« Bafore this country was conquered by the Mozal, it was divids d into several circles under the _
government of particular Rajahs, which descended from father to son. - Their revenues for the

. most part were from the produce of the land, and thoy therefore were always carefal to keep up

the banks of the tanks, or rescrvoirs of water, and to cleanse them of the mud; of which. they wero
at the“expense themselves, knowing that the land would produce more or less according. as they -
had a quantity of water. But the Moguls who have now the government of the country, and are -
continued in those governments only during pleasure, do not think themse]ves under the same
Obhf"’LtIOH td:be at thab expense for their successors; By which means in process of tlfne the tanks
arc almost choked up, ‘and greaf part of the lands lie uncultivated for want of watér. This alone
would oceasien grain to be scarce and of course dear; to which if we add the rapacmus disposition”

- of the Morrul% altogether intent upon making the most of their governments while thcy continue

.

" which can be devised for lessening tho consumption, so that the present stock be not all consumed -

" in them, we need not seek far for the reason why oven within thesa ten years the lands which are

enanted ave let for more than double what they were before.  Your Honours will easily conceive

" what effoct ~it must have upon the produce of such lands; and we meed not say much more to

demonstrate it to you, Certain it is that Paddy at 25 Pagodas the garce, is in these times thought
cheap; whereas twenty years ago at that price it was reckoned a famine. The scarcity at present
dg-80 grmt that it sells for 40 Pagodas a garce, and our November rains failing us this ye:u gives
us a mclanchol; prospect of the next harvest.” ‘

APPENDIX L.
' , Minute by the President, dated 18th Jfay 1781.

The President finding tha.t the supermtendence of the daily sales of gmxn requires m01e f,xme
and attention than he can, in the multlphclty of his avocations, bestow on it, though perfectly -
sensible that it is an object of the highest importance, at this critical period, when further supplies
are uncertain until September next, proposes that three Company’s Senior Servants be appomted- \
a Committee under him, to sxmexmtend the distribution of the grain daily, and to use every means

before September, when further supplies’ may be expected; he is of opinion that Messrs. Robert | '

* Hughes, George Moubray, and William Wobb are Gentlemen well qualified to form this Committee,

and that they can attend alternately without any material inconvenience to their other employs.

Letterfrom ;S’ecretary to Government, tu Grain Committee, dated 20th May 1781,

The apppehcnsions of distress from a scarcity of grain in this Settlement are at present so
great, that the Honourable the President and Council have judged it incumbent on them to .adopt

evecy measure that can be devised for preventing any improper consumption of Rice and Paddy

throughout the bounds, and the Board have in consequence been pleased to appoint you to be a Com-
mittec under the Honourable the President for supcrintending the daily distribution of grain, and

-for establishing such Regulations as may tend to the lessening the consumption in such measure

that the present stock be not all expended before September next, when further supplies may be
expected. ' : '

\ Letter from Grain Committee, to Government, dated 23rd May 1781,
~We have boen made acquainted by a letter Trom Mr. Secretary -Freeman, of the 20th instant,
that you Lave been pleased to appoint us ¢‘ a Committee under the Ilonourable the President for
¢ superintending the daily distribution of grain, and for establishing such Regulations as may tend
“to lcsscning‘the consumption . in such manner that the present stock be not all expended before
“ Scptembcx: next.”’

o
¥



APPENDIX II.

Fully sensible of the importance of the task you have assigned.to . us; and of the difficultics
which must attend us in the execution of i4, we humbly conceive it will be proper before we take the

charge upon us, that'we be farnished by your Honour, &e., with full and particular information

respecting the manner in‘which this business has hitherto been conducted, together with the follow-

ing accounts:— .

An account of the quantity of gra.m in this Settlement for sale, exclusive of the Company ]

stock.

An cstimate of the probable imports of grain between this time and the 1st of September next.

An account of the daily issues of grain in the several Bazaars for these last three months.

We also raquest to be favoured by the Ionourable the President with a report of the nature
of the difficulties he has experienced in the execution of this charge and which have induced him
to require the assistance of a Committee, such information being absolutely necessary to enable us
to form the Regulations you expect from us. '

As you have been pleased to acquamt us that our appomtment is to supcrintend the daily dis-
tribution of grain under the President, and to establish Regulations for lessening the consumption, we'
wish to be informed, whetherit be your intention that we should propose Regulations merely for the

approval of the Honourable the President, and act under his orders as Assistants in superintending the

gales, or whether you mean, to invest us with any efficient powers to proceed in these pomts as we shall

judge necessary. In this last ease, it will be highly expedient that we be informed of the nature '

and extent of those powers, as the interests of many individuals may be affected by them.

Without the lights we have requested, it will be impossible for us to do justice to the appoint-
ment. We hope you will pardon our solicitude to acquire them in consideration of the peculiar

delicacy and importance of such a trust at this juncture, and that you will be pleascd to comply- '

with any further requests of this nature which in the course of our proceedings . we may find it
necessary to prefer to you. ' :

Letter from Secretary to Gobemment, to Grain Commattee, dated 24tk May 1781.

I am directed by the Honourable the President and Council to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of yesterday's date, .and to inform you that they cannot furnish you with the accounts you
require, but the President, who has hitherto had the superintendence of the grain, will give you
every information and assistance in his power; this was the reason of your being appointed a Com-
mittee under the President—nor, is it his intention to interfere further in the business; it is the plea-
sure of. the Honourable Board. that you have the entire management and regulation of the sales

of grain, and that you daily make a report to the President, of the quantity expended, received, and

remaining. In your calculations you must not reckon the Company & grain, as that is to be appro-
priated solely to the use of the Army and Garrison.

I am further directed by the Honourable Board to desire that you will 1mmed1ately cnter
. upon this business, as many inconveniences may arise from delays.

Letter from Grain Committee, to Government, dated 25th May 1781,

We havenow to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Sceretary Freeman's letter of yesterday's date.

We propose in consequence of the explanations therein given to us to apply xmmedxately to the '

President for'the i.formation which we requested from you.

Since you have been pleased to acquaint us that the entire management and regulatlon of the

gales of grain is to rest solely upon us, we feel ourselves burthened with a charge for the due exe- |

cution of which it becomes requisite that we bo furnished with ample powers: but as )’0"/1 have not
"deemed it expedient to communicate to us the nature and extent of the authority you/ wish us to

exercise in this trust, we hope you will excuse our troublmff you a second txme upon thlé head, and‘

T

@

R P

- Y I ST g o
. bv the Honourable Company (exe em for their own Garrison Stores) are to he under y

- bripught ¢o markef, yau ars ty reyresvnt such, cxrcunstmcw to the lonourable Boar

A

SRR,

APPENDIX H )

- with awiew of ascertaining your ideas, with more preusmn we b’w leave to“'put the following
*'queries:—- . )

-

Whether all the Conicopolies and black servants of every denomination, who have hitherto been
employed, under the orders of the President in the management of the g,mm business, are to be
golely under our direction, and liable to dizmission upon. satisfactory proof jreing produ(:‘d to us of
their misconduct. Whethor we are to have the power of callifiy and co'np(,llmg, if me LCS‘“-G.I‘.‘,' any
person or persons.wao, we are informed, h:we dcahnt's in-gtain, to ammar bofure us to,'rrvc 'm) xizfor-

] matmn wc may require {rem them? : :

Whether we are to have the prnwer of scarching any hmwé or"p}h({e: which 111'd:' ba suopetted of
containing grain secreted for the purpose of private sales, and oblxgnw the? pw-prlctox 3 to bz ing it
to the pubiw Banksal] to be sold o ',he same footmg as et‘mr gram? R TR

" -

" -

-Ehould your Houour, mc., think it proper to invest us w1th tho por Yers mmlz { in t;,(imfuo ’

4%

mentioned queries, and without which it will be impaossible for us to discharge éur. trust with satis-
R - = by & 1 19
factian o you, or thh lustice fo our own Lh@racter We request

that you will eircnl

| 14 ate notice
3 1 aale T X
hrough the Black Tuwn, that we have been appointed by you a Committes for the entire

rent and regulation of the sales of grain, and that such prrsons as we m ay find it neces
before us are immediutely to 'lp‘w’ll on our xummons, : :

managoe-

gsary to call

The pwsent prices at which g grain is rctal led, }yum , We. understand, beu; f'vrd by the

Gov ernor wé shall not take it upon us to make any aztemuon in- them mthoat your conscnt and-
approbation. - . . e

" We request you will appoint four of the Company’s Civil Servanl,s to assist us in cuperm-

tendi )'r 3 3 ; . .
cnding the eales and taling an ‘,(cUunT of the expenditure of grain at the dﬂ}prmt Banksahs .

- We alse reqrxen!‘t,,at we may be all owcd;t@. cha-‘a'ggc for such a niffaber of black s *v

! nt~ as we
may.-find it necessary to employ. - -

- ' - - .
. ks ’ ’ . ‘ e
L S B - ”'\ : : Ana" -

L.z téew’ from Su,ret(‘gry {o (”overnmrn , to (zmm Committee, dated "/tlz May 1181

I am"’ioswed hy the Honourable the Prebldent and Council to a.anowledgo the receipt ofeyour
le’ttor.to tliem of the 2! 5th instant, and to inform you they are concerned’ totobserve that o:)mo- ‘

: craatmate the cxccutxpn of the (,ha”ge commlttcu by them to your ‘care, when you muat bcyscn:lb

:’, tha* the distribution o¢f grain for daily uoncumptlon requires nnmedlate atbcntlon and that the

" information you riow desire could be afserwards obtu,mcd ' : : -

.

In aanLr to )mu' qaerwk, uh(“v direct n‘e to mtorm \'ou-__ o S

E

That 'x]l Comm m}m" zmu tiacl' seTvs rery 3 .
I < -servants of oy Iy denomination cmplu"ea in the g rain husinecss

) our direction,
rnd you may dismizs them ynd euaiu',' others on your being sat sfied with regard to their mis

,,nduct o . - LT ‘
i O - i A P
b ould you have mfornmtxon o* large quantitice of grain bem" stond bv md“’}(iualq an d ot

d, who will
-d(‘termme on the propmety of thking measures for compelling them to sell- the same; but you can

nvv‘g;r be supposed to hsve ,,h.n powrer of compelling any person or pergons havmw dealings’in grain
to afypear before ¥ d 4 70

alyp re you and 4o give you such. information as yon may require, nor to search houses
far ’fham. The Honoarable Board are alsﬂ of opmmn that the notice you desire to e published in

. the Biack Town wouldtend to ereate: umhw-vm and i Impr eas the mmd~ of the peopls with suspicion
§

he \ - o .

; at"t{x 1mr grain was- t& be- ferubl. taken from thém, which is by 1o ri¢ans the intention of the
board, fexe ept in case of thi; last nesessity, when all offered for sule has been vxpended and no wore
can bc dbtained b’.mmu‘unrargrrmm or .emrnt measures, ' ' o

.-
4
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Tt must be'.y‘ou; care to prevent, as far as may be in your power, the prices’of grain from rising,
as they are now almost boyond the purchase of the poor; bntt the Honourable Doard have no
objection te your making such alteration in these rates as you may deem proper for the sah ,to.\,txon
of the Importers. )

The Ilonourable Board not havinz heen furnished with the extent of your plan for supplymo
the Settlement daily with grain, cannot form any idea of the necesmty for your having four Civil
Servants as Assistants, and therefore do not nominate them at present; but they think it reasonable

~that you should eharge for such an additional number of black servants, as you. may deem proper,
for the execution of this service, which they are persuaded will tend greatly to the relief of the poor
and individuals by their being supplied daily with convenience.

Letter from Grain Commitiee, lo Government, dated 2nd June 1781,

We have had the honour to receive your letter of the 27th ultimo, to which we shall now beg
gave io veply.

It has given us much concern to find that the application we made to you for those particulars
which we conceived would be necessary to cnable us in any degree to fulfil the intentisn of our
appointment, should haye been construed into a desire of procrastinating the execusion of the charge
committed tous.  Inorder to vindicate ourselvesupon soheavy an acensation, we must beg leave to
obssrve that in yonr letter of the 2Gth May, you acquaint us that the purpose of our appointment is
to supirintend the daily distribusion of grain m such manner that the present stock might not be
all expended beforc September next.  But ab the time you committed this charge to us, we were

_totally uninformed both in regaxd to the stock of grain on hand and the expected imports between
that period and the month of September ; and without the neccssary information upon these points,
we cannot perceive how it was possible for us to take a gingle step towards proportioning the daily
distribution and regulating the sales. Your Honour, &e., will be pleased to remember that our
-xpphcatlon to you for the particulars above mentioned was dated the 28rd ultimo, and that your
reply, in which you roferred us to the Governor for the information we required, was dated the 2:4th.
The information we obtained in consequence of thig reference did not come to our hands until the
evening of the 26th; and it was not before the receipt of your letter of the 47th, which came to us
alzo in the evening of that day, that the Conicopolies and other black servants usually cmployed in
the distribution of grain were put under our orders. Henceit is ovxdenf we were not qualified to
act with any propriety in the business enirusted to us until the 27th, in the evening, when we losi
not a moment in entering upon the charge, and you will accordingly find that the sales of the ,.bt!}
were made under our orders. Nothing indecd tmt the urgency of your comrmands to us to begin upon

" the distribution of grain could even at that time have justified our proceeding for the accounts fur-
nished by the Governor were so inexplicit as to be of little use, and we were obliged to regulute the
sales chiefly by conjecture until we had made the necessary inquiries from the Coincopolies and
others who were capable of giving us information.

Intheanswers whichyour Hononr, &c., were plcased‘ Lo make to the seecond and third querles con-
tained in our letter of the 25th, you say ‘*that we can never be supposed to have the power of com-
““pelling any persou or persons who have any dealings in grain to appear before us and togive 1?".?;
“‘such information as we may require, or to scarch houses for grain.””  We take leave to assure yopu
that we never did suppose that we had any such powers, nor do the queries themselves imply it ; £
the contrary, they were proposed with a view of ascertaining whether you meant to intrust us v.;fith
such powers as we conccived they were necessury to fulfil the extensive charge you had commifted
to us by your letter of the 24tk ultimno. It is true we thought at the time that such powers vfould
more properly be exercised by you in your characters as President and Council or Justices ¢f the

Peace; but when you judged it expedicnst to delegate to us the e:;ta,'rémanagemcnt and regufatior
of the sales of grain belonying to individuals with a view of averting the dreadful consecfuencer
of famine, we felt a responsibility equal to the extent of such a trust, and we conceived it cmlld no
Lave been expected from us to take the responsibility wi ithyut an adequate degree of pow w-.

P ‘i . ﬁ o
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It affords us much satisfaction to have received an explanation from you, by which we loarn

- that you mean Lo reserve tm 80 wwprs in your own hands, and that you expect only from us to gwe

cessary, that you should exercise them. Dy this me

ibility which seamed to be impnm by your lebier of the 24th

' ultnno and wo sl ‘111 ot fail te a.pply to you whenever we may sce ¢aase for the interposition of your
authority. : 4

3 MSUns Wa

) &€ . . .

The use we intended fo make of the four Assistants which wo reqguested, was to superinlend the
immediate delivery of the grain at the Banksalls both by way of check upon the quantity expended,
and to sec that an equal and impartial distribation was made.

Having now replied to your Tetter of the 27th ultxmo we proceed to report to you such parts of

our proceedings ag seem necessary for your immediate information.

Trom the best accounts we have been able to obtain, the stock of grain on hand for sale this day,
including whatisnowin the road, is ahout 550 garce of Paddy, and of Rice about 150 garce. The issues
cannot, wo find upon the most moderate : gbllowa,m,e, be reduced to a less quantity than 29 or 30 garce
of Paddy, or about 15 garce of Rice a day. 1In the months of February and March last, we find that
although the present scarcity was then apprehended, and tho sales in some degree rcstrmncd
almost auuble the above quantity was daily sold.

Allomnﬂ' only 29 or 80 garce of Paddy, or 15 garce Rice daily for the future consump-
tion, the present stock will last no longer than tothe end of this month. We think it neces-
sary to apprise you of this circumstance, that you may take the most. effectual measures in your

_power for obtaining the supplies which will be stil] further wanted. T

Vessels with grain being on their passage, aud these have been out so long, that they may be consi

dered as missing.  We have little reason to expéct any other supply from this quarter before the
i 1st Scptember, so that in the present circumstances our hopes are entirely turned upon what may -
be brought from the Northern Ports on the Coast, and thé extent of this supply will depend;

in a great measure, upon the encouragement and proteetion which it may be in your power to give

quantity can be imported byprivate traders th‘m will be sufficient for three weoks co*x;u,nphon 50

i
!
! \to private traders.  Bub we do not imagine, that even with every assistance you can aﬂom. & larger
]
]
§
i

that there must remain five weeks before the 1st Septembor, to be provided for by the extraordinary -

Jexertions of Geovernment, and we doubt not hut these will he made with the utmost dlhgt nce when
we inform you that there is great reason to opprohend that the searcity will be chiclly felt in the
“ourse of next month. b ) - ’

- His Highneis the "Tabnb havmg sent us alist of the scrvanh dcp nding upon his fanu]v amonnt-
“in all te 7,380 men, and required a daily supply of grain for th’tt number, we request £0 be fur-
ied: wi.h YOUr 07t 1?7‘: for cur guida, uce. o - '

-Lctfc:rj‘rom Sc’crefm"z/_'!o Government, to Grain 0(,»7nmzttcz. uuf@d 417 .ﬁme 1181
am directed by the Honourable the President and ( mmcﬂ to ankucwkdvc the 1ecmpt of your
¢ the 2nd inssant, which was revcm\d yesterday at noon,
Board cafinot admit that there was any seces 'ty for your delaying toregulsie the quantity
3 be daily cxpended until you rees let

; o your letter of the 23vd ultimo; as the

‘gopoly and his Assistants from t}:e time of yom' ﬁrst appointments hod orders from the

| tlw Président to furnish you, on demand, with an dceount of tbe"fr'ﬁn then at markes.

as to the expeeted nuyoraﬂ hetween that pnnod and the ronth of Septemwber, no certain

'd-be formed. . _ : ‘

“Honouruble the Pres 1d<=nt ind Council were pleased to appoint youtothe entirc manage- .

-ations of the sules of grain, it was only intended that you should have the appoipb-

nt public places for the sale,thercof, and the limitations of thic quantity.to be duily

With respect to the probable imports, from Benﬂ"ﬁ we have only accounts oftv.;o or three small_,t

B
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expended; hut they did not imagine their orders eould justifinbly imply the idea of delegatiag so

unjustifiable an anthority to you as thc compu]smn of deulers in grain to appear before you, or the

: scar(hm[, of housges,

The B\u d direct me to assure vou that every means shall be exerted by them to encourage the

impbrmtiun of gruin, but they are much c\moorued to beinformed; you arc of opinion the most
moderate allowance for daily consumption is 20%r 30 garce of Paddy or 15 garce of Rice,
vor do they comeeive that this ealonlation is proved to be just by near double that quantity
having been daily cxpended in February last.  Therc was then a prospect of recciving very con-
siderable supplics as usual from the southward, and it could not be foreseen that the enemy would
ravage the Tanjore country, Nagore, and Kurrikal, &e., which has likewise obliged us to supply the
Army at Cuddalore. TFor these reasons, such peinted restrictions were not so necessary at that time
"as they now are. 'They are, therefore, of opinion it will be nceessary for the present to limit the
pales t‘; about 23 garce of Rice and 10 garce of Paddy per diem  The Board are sensible this measure
will be attended with inconvenicnecs, and they fear will not prove sufficient for daily consamption;
hut there appears to them no remedy. and this regulation may foree many to leave the settlement

‘who can procure subsistence elsewhere.  You will receive enclosed, for your information, the daily -

e,\pﬁndmure of grain from the 1st to the 20th ultimo, the day on whmh _you were desired to under-

ske the superintendence thereof.

The ﬁoard think the présent state of grain does not admit of Ilis Highness the Nabob's

_dependsnts and servants, amounting to 7,380 people, being fully supplied daily, and therefore they

must purchase in the bazaar in ¢cvmmon with other mhabﬁnnts.

n—

Letler from Grain Committee, to Government, dated Tth June 1781,

e have had the honour of receiving your letter of the 4th instant, and are sorry to find thas ‘

- you are not satisfied with our ‘reasons for delaying to regulate the quantity of grain to be daily :
expended until we knew the amount of the stock on hand, which information was, in our humbla/
opinion, indisponsably nceessary to enable us to enter upon the business. The only reason which

you are pleased to give for not admitting of the necessity of this delay is, that the Grain Comcopol) f

and his Assistants from the time of our appointment had orders from the Honourable the Presidens),

to furnish us, on demand, with an account of the grain then at market for sale. ln reply to this, wq!

must beg leave to repeat that it was to your Honour, &e., that we applied for the necessary mforma.
tiong, and that by your orders we were referred to the President from whom the first informatic
we obtained was on Saturday evening the 26th ultimo, and no order respecting the Cachpoh'
previous to your letter of the 7th, was ever communicated to us. A

3 .

Having, since our last address to you, more narrowly inspected the account sales of gre
February and March last, we humbly conceive that the extraordinary quantity then sold i
sufficient to authorize the suspicion of large quantities being withheld from market.

The gf’ain sold in these two months is as followsi—

¢« Rige ... e ... ... 1,040 Garce.
Paddy... ... .. .. 1036
. = Natcheny .. -... ... 110

»
This taken at the usuak computation, is equal to 3,281 garce of P'-duy Suppe"‘ ;
"at that time had been restricted to 30 garce per diem, this gquantity wouold vmld a su’ :
garce, which is sufficient for fifty days' conbumptmn. But allowing cven ag your II°
alleged that there was no necessity for so pointed a restriction at that time, still ¢}
exceed what we think necessary for the consumption as to give too much ground
grc t quantity shill remains unaccounted for. We thercfore tako ,the'liberty of ri

an| . that pubhc notlwe of tius increase b gn €1 as an cncouran emeunt to thg' ,

AF‘PEND'XH
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some eﬁ'etvtmi meadurss b aﬂoptui by wt’ to obt;m a panu,uhr state of the amm now in the -

hands of i h'qdmlq that you may cause sush’ pdrz’ «Ji it to be blou-*ht to marlwt L tb pukiic

exigeneles roqluxe RO o,

. f;a T o f E T
, The opiniony Whl(‘]! we gn,vc to your TTonogr, &c thmt the quantity of grain 1cquam for daily
consumption is not less than 29 or: uD garce of Paddy or 15 gar ce of Rice, was founded upon parti-
cular inquirysand wnﬁrmed by the e\perwncc we Jiave’ had since the charge of distributing the'
“daily supply was committed lo ns.  The secoimts you have thonght proper to send. s of the dku]y

-expenditure of grain from the Ist to the 20th. vltime, which, at au average, is.equal‘to 2L sghrée of

3

Paddy per day, does not nrove that this ailo wando. wa:, sufficient ; on the conpmr), thc ‘elautours.of the

poor peaple, sud the gengral complaints of distr ss during that period, afford grounds'for a very

Amﬁ'ercnt concxuamn.

..,’.

You have beon ple‘xbed upon the roprose nta‘monq emtamed inonr 1o ttcr of the 2nd instan to
give it as your opinion, ‘5that it will be nctccmrv for the present to limit the sales 6 2% ghrce’ f)f
**Rice and 10 gwrce;)nf Paddy per -diem;”’ this, quantltv will not feed more hw 48,000 peo;ﬂe
allowing h,)uf a measure of Rice to cachperson, our caleulation allowed for double th‘lf aumber, which.
upon the~y Q:t moders ate computation, ifﬂq short Ui the real number of inhabitants, We camnot
reconcile g

essentinlea difference to our ofvn Juurfment nor can we taLe upon ours lveq to d%ldb i
_acase of siic

xmpoztance. e -

Yonr Honour, &e. , by combining the mfnrmatmn we have giv ven vna with our own knowiedge of
the supplies of grain to be expected bafore the month of September, are ccrtdm‘r{ mych betier
qualified to form an cpinion upon this subjcet. than we posaibly ean be; and where the fives
many thousands are conccrncd the decist on maust rest, eniirelv mth th* Government..

’gr »

T

+

;no']mm‘{cd aro wcconvene.,m}l; cumpi ted;
~1ew Bmk,,dﬂ te be crcetod which, witlf the

he purposes for w hich you acquaint us-we, \f
the Groveruor, upen qur recommendution has caus

former one, m!] we flatter onrselves, sufficiently t.zr:xhhte thn d‘ni y retail, and vour ‘Honour, &r'., fmm

" the materials }md hefox e you, haw détermined ) upon ‘the resiri wv)_ou fobe "ﬂfﬁkt,d on thu future-s ,.,a'ttrz
{These two pmuh bemg effected, we do not seg anj'f further end ﬁmt can be answernd | v‘om‘ :ippmnt-
fment, and we earnestly request,” t)mrefme that you will be pleabnd to relieve us fromy it. Before we
..,;m( 1ade Hns lett@r we beg leave to recommend that. the price of Paddy whie .‘nm\ aaid»at 441

‘pwd'xs per garcc be raised to 50 Paga s per garee on such ag mdy be unp,'rte.d from ém t1mt,

1,Hn,>omrm\ THPRFON.-’I‘hc Board t.ﬂ ing uin co’)sxdt,r'v‘mn th;, ‘l‘m‘e 1etter xt 5 rcw]vcd

’ tba., i-:)ubh\, az‘lvprtlseme'}ts be immedia 1tely issued, requn ing of cvery person who 1may, be passessed
" of any qua,ntlty of Pa.dﬁy, Rice, or other grain,” ta deliver in an fces ount of- it to the Committee,

who ;u:e tabe" acqu'unfed thatif thy ean” ‘discover that due obedk,ncb 18 not paid to this, requzsztxon
pr(,l,erb‘%mmurcs wﬁl then be taken b»%xoxzernment to eu;orce comphance with. thmr otrderb.

mens, .

A .
The B #d eannot” vob dmécn ¢ with thﬂ gervicos of‘t{g'(‘(p‘m-,l;ttm».
pumuse for m'}uch they were anpomtcd is fully

ﬂwy dénot coneeive th
¢ mplct«:cl The quantity vf grain 1he Boardhad in
2 former To téer mentioned to be neeessary for daily, consnmption was only mezm& to be ¢ ouommenflcé
S"Th‘. Corph lttpg but the Board 'y no means w"haed 1ﬁ should be construmlmto,m final regulation ;
% the contr.zm, it Wag their intention in this instance, as well . us on every other occasion, that the
anal dnt(}r]ﬂln(ﬂtlon of all pointsrelutive to the dxsfrﬂmmun of grain should rest with the Committec..
Lhe Board app*:me of thieir recommendation ofthe‘incrcace an the price of rice, and are of vpinion

k4

w ghould tak 'pﬂaeo fmm t‘ns day. ' i

S - .
3 ]




; APPENDIX 11 .
Letter fr on Grain Cmmmttce to Government, dated 6th Jle 1181

» have the honour to acquaint you that on the 20th May last we were appoirited by the late
I'resudon“ and Council a Committee for ¢ superintending the daily distribution of grain in such
*“ manner that the stock on hand might not all be etpended before the month of Septunber next,

¢ when further supplies werc cxpected.”

~ Our first object on receiving this trust was to ascertain the exact q&dnt‘ity' of grain at market,
and this we found, -after minute investigation, to be no more than sufficient to supply the inhabi-
tants till the end of June, -.We made our report accordingly, in a lettvr to the Honourable Board
of the 2nd June, and wor@ in consequence instructed by them to impose further restrictions on
the sales, than had been haefore established. By these means the quantity has lasted somewhat

longer, theu"h the distress of the inhabitants from the msuﬂicmncy of the supplies has bcen very .

greaf. o o ' . - .
Wa now take the liberty oi informing your Lordship and Council that the stock remaining for

vk

markot are possessed of a small quantity, but they dbsolutoly insist on retaining this for their own

use, and indeed these people having in general conformed to tho limitations proscnbod to theém by

the Committee, we did not thiuk it reasonable to rcject their claim, more . especially as tho quan- ?

.,m which they reserve eould not supply, at the utmost, above three or four days (*onbump

The late President and Council were pleased to p‘xbuch an ad\erhaemcm requiring a.ll.

persons who might be possessed of grain, immediately to give in an account of it to us; this’
.was done, on the supposition that quantitics of grain might be secreted ; but we are-sorry to observe
that it has not produced the desired effect of increasing the stock for market.” We are still how-.
ever of opinion, that there is a gool deal of grain concealed.in the Bluck Town; but’ b',f the bcst
information we can obtain, it is divided among a great number of people, and we conceive it will.
be very difficult, if not impossible, to bring it forth by any other method than that of allowing the
possessors to sell it, in whatever manner they choose, and without restriction as to price. After:
all, this mode of supply is, in its nature, so uncertain, and must at any rate prove so very inadequate
to the wants of tho people, that we apprehend it will be necessary ior your Lordship and Coun«.:ilyﬁl
to supply the bazaars with from 4 to 500 bags of Rice daily, until the present scarcity is removed},

The intention of cur appointment having been to ascertain the quantity of grain in the hanqlg
of private merchants, and to regulate the sales until that quantity were expended, we hum}_.

hope that as these points are now accomplished, your Lor dslup and Council will be ploa%da tc .

relieve us from any further charge, that we may attend to the duties of our respectxve emplo:,*z,f5

Mr. Moubr ay, the Accountant, has in particular- represented in his letter to the IIonoﬁable
Board, of 15th ultlmo the impossibility of prepering the accounts of his office for the next dnﬁ)dt‘,h
1f h;s time be longer engaized in the business of the Committee,

T - I . -
P -
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Lptierﬁ om the C’ommzim of (‘/zaan Jor the :eZac/ of l/w poor, to Governme
Ja.zumy 178243

My Lozp AxX D GENTLFMEN _ T o ‘ ; ', i
At a ‘%pecml Vestry held yesterday for the purpoqe of earrying into execution the “ate Iaudabl
‘pubscriptions for the relxefoffhe poor distressed mhabltfmts of these parts, the communézty assémblé
requested a sot of gentlemen (of whom we arc & part) to takc the guld‘mce ‘of the flm)ove Phau‘ﬂ
and further desired that as the fund here being only’ about ‘cight hundred I’Modagf monthly, w
inadequate to the general benefit they have-in view; that your Lordship, &, shoull] be request
to rceommend to the Governor General and Councll a}t Bengal, the setting on fook g subscripti
~ there, which will affor] the hunane an oppor tunity oFco‘htrabutmg towards the prﬁﬁermtmn oft

. L]

sale will suffice only for two days. It is true that the Merchants who have hitherto furnished the !

3
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lives of thousands, who rust inevitably perish without their charitable assistance. It is with
reluctance, my Lord and Gentlemen, that we arc under the necessity of calling upon you for your
assistance in this instance, but the multitude reduced to misery aud chselute want by the invasion
of 50 cruel an enemy, and the inability of this Scttlement from their own imwmediate sufferings to

" support them, will, we hope, plead our excuse. We submit to the consideration of your Lordship, &e.,

whether it may not be proper to request of the Government at Bengal to purchase Rice with the

. money subscribed, and forward it to Madras; the Governor G-encral and Counvil may perhaps grant
“such indulgences to the Commanders who e,«port it as may well enable them to bring it at a low

freight.

The Committee arc using every means in their power for the relicf of the poor, but the dying
objects daily met with in the strects regnire shelter as well as support; they therefore hope that
Government will afford assistance from the Company’s stores such as Palmyras, &e., which cannot
otherwise be procared, to enable them to erect a few sheds to cover thes se mxscx“ble wretches
from tho cxcessive heat of the sun, asthe Chief Enginecr shall certify may be spared from the
stores, and they pledge themselves that they shall be fortheoming, when called upon for that
purpsse. They fatter themselves there is nothing further requived, than the daily objects that

oceur to every Member of the Board to induce them to afford the assistance now desired, which will

be attended with the greatest benefis to the Company by the preservation of a number of lives
for the tillage of the land, when the expulsion of the enemy (from the prcsunt excrlions of Govern-
ment) shall be attained.

ResoLution THEREON.~—The Board arc concerned that the state of the stores will not at
present admit of our furnishing the Palmyras, &e., applied for in the above lotter, but it is agreed
.to recommend the application for assistunce from Bengal made by the persons chosen to conduct

.the Charity for the relief of distressed native inhabitants to the particalar attention of the

.Gch'eénor General and Council.

#z‘t or from the Commilttee of C’/zarzu/ Jor therelief of the poor, to Government, duted
;Saphw.ber 17 82 : ‘
MY Lorm AND GENTLEMEN, }

#  We beg leave to acquaint your Lordslup and Couneil that an extraordinary Meecting of the
Commhittec, for the relief of the poor, was held this day to deliberate on the best scheme for sending
these miscrable objects from this Settlement, as the Committee have found it vtterly 1mpra.ctzcable
to procure subsistence for them any longer.

"The only feasible mode which has oecurred to the Committes, for effecting this, isto have these
peopylé sent over land in different divisions of 1,000 each to Masulipatam, and therefore they have
requested of us to make appli¢ation to your Lordship and Council for letters to ths Commandant at
Puhcat for a small guard to escort them to Nellore, and for a letter to the Commandant of that
place for similar aid, to )[aﬂuhpa.tam where they hope your Lordship and Council will be pleased
to send your orders for thair beinz maintiined in such manner as you may judge expedient.

. The Committee have further requested thatwe will ropresant to your Lordship and Council the
necessity there is, for your ordering your Secretary to write letters to the Renters and Amildars in
the countries through which these poor people pass, to afford them every assistance, and to favour
“them jn their passage over the'difforent ferrys on their way;also that the Commandunty of Palica

and Nellore be directed to have a state made of their condition on their arrival at thase places, and

. that they bc furnished with whatcvcr roay be “absolutely necessary for their pro{end[n to Masulio

patam. ! ~ ‘ ‘
W tr ua that the urzeney of this case which admits of no delay, will bs our best apolozy for-
their troubling you at a time when we are sen‘»xblc you are congtantly employed in affairs of imper--

tance, and for earnestly requesting that thc necessary orders may be issued specdily.

ap
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* Rz ﬂmmov mnmow.»’l‘ho Board a.pprovmn' of the plan. propO";Od in the above Icttu‘ for

" sendinyg away the poor natives to the northward, resolved that the different subordinates be written
1o acquainting them with our intention, and dirccting them to apply to the several Zemindars to

assign places of settlemeut for the poor in the villages of thair districts, with- ordors that they be

subgisted at-the Company’s expeuses as emumnxcazh’ z¢ possible-uptil they shall be able to gain a

liv ehhoad by their hodiy labour. :

.

o

APPENDIX IV.,

" Notice is hereby given, that for th«‘ preventxon of furthcr ‘public dxstrces and for the betier
dlstnhutwn of the provisions c'ommg to thig Settlement, - the Right Honorable the President and-
" Council Lave resolved to take the m‘mdfmment of all the supplics into their own hands for o certain
perlod and for the more. fulh,w‘ﬂ‘pctmv this purposec upon just and eqult%ble punclpl s they have
formcd the following d(»te-lmmatrmb tome

.

1st.—The" Gow‘mmcnt engage t(} pay for all n'oLul moarchantable rice imported here to the 31st
March next, after the rate of 150 Star Pagodas per Garee, and if it should happen that the state of
the Treasury will not adwmic of ready moncy to be pn’xd Bilts of lixchange oi the Honorable the
Governor General and ML.n(,zl at 385 Arcot Rupees per 100 Star Pagodas for the amount of the pur-
chase money will be gnnted for sueh rice as is imported from Bangal, and Bills of Exchange at 30
days’ sight on the subordinates nearest to the port from which the vessels wero “h?nmd or belong to,
for such rice as is imported from the Northern Circars or frem the Nellere and Ongole Districte.

2nd.-—This Govornment engaze £o pay for ail kinds of grain and small grains imported from |

the Northern Cirears or from the Nellore and Ongole Districts until the 25th December next, 130 btar
Pagodas per Garee except for Jonnah and Natcheny, which are to be at Star Pagodas 30 per Garee,

*and Paddy at 75 Star Pagodas per Graree, and when roney is not paid for it ab the Pr axdw*r'\“ Bilia

of Bxchauge at 30 days’ sight for the aniount of the pur s are to bo grantad

- ) vh &) Yyl
g wero cleared or to whick thoy Leloug.

Sottleraent nearest to the port,' from which the vos

Zrd. — Al nrivate mevchants having grain and provisions in the roads before this day shall be

i E

s

silowed to import one half of the quu 1{:;5}* and to deliver it to the order of Mr. James Siropsen,
distyributed under their divection ia such manner ang’

(erk to the Grain Commiites, to be sold and
propartion as the Conunittec may deemn expedient for the public servicc. Tho other half to bo
delivered to Governmment on the terns herein ahove gpeeified.

Fort Scint. George, 5th Oclober 1782,

-ré

By Order of the Right Xonerable the President snd Couneil,

- S
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THE RIGHT HONORABLE LORD MACA"{’EN EY, X. B,
. Pwszdc nt and Governor in Council of
Fort Saint George.
Mt Lorp axp GENTLRMEN, ' :

. We the inhabitants of the Town of I&Imdr“"pw tam having asscmbled togeiher mdpr 5"11
permission, snd having come to the resolution of submitting, sundry wattcrs to the comideration ¢
Government, ‘wbich, we are of opinion. may lead to the p;_x"t;liq relicf, in this time of exreme distres

» ! .

on the subordinase |

o | APPENDIX V, | ,
and imminent d&nger, lm'-re he honor herewith, to enclose you a paper containing the general
propositions that have occurred to us, and which we trust, mll meet your candid and {avorable
attention, :
Yo have the horor to be,
With respect, .
Maprss, _ My Lord and Gentlemen,

- Town llall, . Your devoted and very obedient humble servants,
11tk Octaber 1782. Edward Garrow Chmrman. Philip Stowey.
: A, Brodie. . Will. Carlile.
. Geo. Ramsay. - Oliver Colt.
Thos. Graham. C . Charles Biuny.
Robt. Storey. ‘ Moscs deCastor.
Benjn. Roebuck. John Wynch,
Thos. Cockburn. J. Du Pre Porcher.
J. Popham. ~ Paul Benfield.
J. Milford. . William Baifour.’
Benjn., "Torin. o . Pellings delries.
J. Rowley, - ' James Taylor.
John Douglas. ‘ Theod. V. Tanor.
Jn. Tsae Barwick. Cieo. Webster.
Nat. Fitzhugh., - . John Snow.
James Amos. Geo. Savage.
Rickard Dillon. o ' 11all Plumer.
Thomas Westom James Patch!
Hugh Maxwell. ieorge Moubray.
W. k. Ogilvie. Richard Diglton.
Chas. Bromlev. H. Du Puz.
A. T. Franck, Tugh Vanghan
T°. Campbell. Gzeorge Powney,
R. Kimbant. , - 1. Read Lear. ..
L. C. Bartholmy. ._I‘au_ncs th}mSOH-
W. Keating , Captain. ’ I. L. Kelly.
J. Smlyl.m, ' Adam Turnball.
Robert Waolf, : C. Irvin.
_Henry Davies. . Talus Briggs.
J. ]\hnna‘va‘ . Richd. Lc—gge Willis,
-J. Richardson. J W. Call.
- J. Abercrombic. : . Thos. Jones.
" Wm. Hewifh. : Charlez A. White.
N. E. Kindersley. Thomas Kingwate.
S, Sultaun. . WG Wager.
Seb Aviat, Joseph Garrow.
Miguel Toemmas. ’ Thomas Davies.
Aganali. Ge. Irench,
W. J. Rutter. - . Ldward Ellis.
A. Palmer. W, Evans.
J. Balfour. ‘ B. Gulivan,
Robt. Clerk. ' o Johu Donnell.
. ¥. Hospard. ' ’ W. H. Torriano.

The ealamities and distress of this Settlement, that are so severely fels ﬁy every individual, have

;induced the inhabitants to assexblo together, to reflect on their situation to consider their sufferinga
‘and to represent the resulbof their deliberations and the means of remedy and assistance which
‘occur Lo thera with a desiro to rendor public service.

The principal distresses that we feel and the consequences of which we so seriously apprehend,
are of two kinds. s
_ The want of geain and provisiens, and the prospect of 2 superior f)rce of the enemy. We
conceive, that the canses of tho want of grain have arisen, and will continue to operate from the
vestrietiona formerly imposed and now resumed on the importation, from the great delay in landing

&
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it, the seizure of it hy Governme nt zal the paging for what has boen roceived by ‘ther.in o mode
h;gdy disadvantageous to tuu o ners ; and respecting immediate supply, the threaten .ed departura of
the British Squadron from’ thc eexrme by Military force of- the eountry ma}: L €rafe, and :ﬁ{z*ﬁ.%irlg
them ints o u:ﬂe: ent empleg ﬂnm their jutended importation of grain. - o ‘

*

We would" pronose Q!m t‘m fol luﬁ'mtr) asures bo taken in x.lac;whr‘n of tl 05’5 -die irc: es.

That public ‘de dalai‘nw be issued-by Government that no fored "'ﬂ‘ e uscd to l‘ompﬂl
{ho owners of ’hs%h to alter their desti H;‘HOUS, But that the ohjects of Govcrnment to procure
. Aroight for éther rmrp?)cu ihan "the importation of grain, be atfained ml; by giving valuable
‘consideration, o as tr'inlm e the y rophttcvs of Vessels to prefer that service, . o

.r-d

2adly.  That to quiet the™ Yalarms., of the- 'imdcrza,' it be re»ommcnd(d to Cm’ srhment to

ve-considér the crder of the fifth jnstant; respecting grain whigh is known to have operated in some

degree as a prohibition 1o the imyportation of grain, has actually occamgned. 8 _countermanding of
considerable quantitics of grain {hat bas been destined for this port ; and even to hd"(' caused many
proprictors of- Vessels now In the 102‘.11.:: td resolve to lv'we this port with their cm’(*ou, should 1hls
rorder not be rev rokedd. ) : . ;

" 3r dly. - “That to encourage fl\(- importation of g grain at this Scltlement, snd ihu sale of it to
the Company “public notice be given. that the ¢wners of all grain, sold to the Coewpany, shall have it
in their option to receive the amount <alu—, cither in Bills on Engl and, ab the AIec‘larcd pubiie exchange,
or on aleuita, at tht‘ current exchanpe of mcrchants as 1hov may cheose, ) Aml that mnativo
merchan{s-or otﬂcn, map be allowed Bills at the carrent em‘mngc of merchants, i such Northern
bettlemqltk, ag, may be nearest to 1he ports from whence thmr Vessels are laden,.if they preiw such
mode to c1t}wr of the others.  And that s they are often different ow ners: for the Blme cargo, each
propru.tur mas (1100“0 how. he will be paid according to his share, ‘

if]zlz,. fhat the price of grain be I‘albed for all that may be lmportcd aftcr this day. The
present restrictive price is not equul to what every consumer will give for grain, wherever he can
find it to be sold, and all sorts of cmbezzlements antl’ ‘evasion, ¢r daily commitred ‘here, and cannot

- be prevmted under the resefit extieme diflicultics and distress, and duringethe present price. ‘That -

on these accomnts, aud 1o encourage Vessels to wait here for landing their cargoes to come here
under every risk, ‘and willingly to givo up their grain to the pulmc the price, for all rice landed.
between the present day and the 25th of this month, be raised by authority to 200 Pagodas: per
Garc_e. That after the 25th of this month and from that time to the 25tk of December next, the
price of rice for all that, shall ‘be imported during that time be raised to 300 Iagodas for Garce.
and that after the twenty-fifth day of December to the first. day of March 1cllow1ng, (lest it have

become a measure of Government to Iay an emoar;go on Vessels in Calcutta and the Northern Settle- |
N ] Ce Ty : !
ments during that pm'wcn it may be still necessary to give the highest price for all grain imported by

Jand carriage, in order to enable adventurers to bringit from the greatest dwt‘moe : and that therefore

/in the event of an- embar go, the price of 800 Parro das per Garce be given for all rice that may be
‘bm‘ugh by land dwing that period. It is saleable at a higher rate cven then the propnse«l mlvanccd
prices at the neutral and the enemy’s ports on the Co‘mt and of - course a voluntary importation hy
the natives is not to'bo ¢¥pected under the present restrictions. That the prices of all other sorts of -

grain shall  be . PFOPOI'UO“S\N) lmroaml during  the several periods -above-mgutioned, and t‘mi;‘

Government shall give public notiffcation to be transmitted also. to the out Settlements and Bengal

with thr-,mmost expedition,. that irey are ready to purchase all grain according to the terms above
mentioned, and the wode of payment specified in the. ard Arhdc.

Sthly. That all. purdmucs of grain, for account of. Government, sLould be made by pr:mte
ceutract and Wxthnqt the mtermrcncemf public authorily or reqnmnou. :

Gthly. That sach persors as may.not be willing to sell there grain to thh Com'mm* shall !\a
under restriction to allow persons appointed by the Governmenit to superintend the sale.of thcxr grain;
,and that the owners be permxttcd ouly to dcho;c dmly of surh quantity as bhaﬂ be m thL p

rOpoL-

2

i
i

B

i

|  APPENDIX V, /
o L \>

tion that their importation may bear to the General Stock, and the General Ezpenditure, the Govern-
ment limitting the gross quantity of grain that shall bo daily disposed of from the General Stock.
Every owner receiving the amount sales of his grain without impodiment or interference.

“qthiy. That lelt ars be written from the Government to all the. subordinate Settlements,
ealling upon and enjoining the Chiefs and Servants of tho Company by cvery tie of duty and alle-
gianee to make themseives instantly acquainted of all vessels of every kind und the owners of such
that may be withic the limits of their respective Districts and to endexvonr witho ab the appearan
of force, or the exercizse of autherity, but by every conciliating means and d exertion o enter mtr,\
engagemente with them to dispateh their Vessels immediately, throngh the storing season with grain
for this place, under the assurances of their receiving the prices hercin before recominended to

ble assistance and support in procuring grain, tackle and people; anc
o

i

Hi&’!& !;" owners cvm‘}" NHRS ihia ¢
p - their V essd on arrival here, will recoive un their just propor-

VS OF de‘icnti@ns will e suffered.

t_mi: tLﬁy hould b" 8¢ iu’c on

2 and manifesiz of the cargoes of all ships

:‘E«'thly. That 2 _,::tb‘!.ie reg be key
in the roads, slso a public register of the boats, Thut entries he made of the daily distribution of
the hoats belonging to the port, and the quantity of grain huded snd from what Vessels respoectively,

a T
and that 2 Comumittec be appomted for the superin tende“ce of all business dependant on the boats
their distribution and the landing of the grain, And that all traders and others concerned may

bave free inspcction of such registers, for their satisfaction and encouragement.

9¢hly. That all possible meany be taken to bring in grain from Nellore and the nearest conn- -
tiers by land, whicl we trust may be done even fo a coneiderable amount with exertions and the
employment of some of the Company’s servants : and that any supplics, the sitnation of ike Army
may require, be an early attention in the same quarter.

10thly. "hat an Afrbnt be forthwith sent to Bengal'to set forth to the' Government & ‘numl. as
well what may be represented in writing from bence, as more partieniar matters than can be in
that manner conveyed, eoncerning the distresses, wanls and danger, to which this Settioment iTa
present exposad : praying their assistance, and to be ready on the gpob lo explain to them all matters
and things of which the Government General may wish to be acquaiated, respecting Eecm informa-
tion; and to reiferate to them any represcniations made from this Government, respecting the urgent
wants of this Settleraent, and to be active in any thing he may have in charge, should it be agree-
able to the Government General, to employ-him in forwarding supplies.

11¢kly. That the poor, and indeed all those inhabitants, who are not provided with subsist-
encg for themselves, and who are not absolutely requisite, in the present situation of the Settlement,
be iramediately sent into the Northern Couutrics, for as here are no provisions for them, they
necessarily must perish, if they remain here, and would probably occasion some contagions distemper,
that taight destroy that part of the inhabitants, which may otherwise have a chance of being

preserved. That, in order to effect their removal in the mildest, and easiest mauner possible, publi-

cation be immediately made, that all the inferior class of people, except such as belong to the Pub-

"lie Departments, or that are servauts to private families, and are neccssarily to reside here, shail

depart by a cprtam early day, when they will be gerved with rice at the gales to cwrry them . to
Palicat, and at that place, with a further qnantity, to carry them into the Northern Countries, where

they may possibly get employment and subsistance : and that if the order he not complied with,

Government will be nnder the necessity of enforcing it : that it be further required of all the prin-

cipal native inhabitants, to reduce their families to the number, for which they have grain in their
immediate possossion, to maintain for four months at least, and must send the remninder to the
Northward ; as they are not to espect apy supplies from the Pablic Stock of this Settlement ; and to
recommend especially to all those who have not concerns or buginess, indispensably require their
residing here, early to retire from Madras, lest any unfavorable ckange of circumstances, should
oblige Governmeat ta require their departure, at a time more inconvenient to themselves. Every
feeling of hum manity urges the most prompt and rigid exccution of this measure.
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12thly. That in order to insure and cover our supplies upen which our existence depends, an

address be presented to the Adrnfival, requesting himn to remain.in sight of this port, at least till the
25th instant, or fo the last hofk; it.can possibly be done with safety to the Squadron : and that such

- address be ezpressive of the hiope of-his speedy retnrn, ‘iu forca to this Coast.
.‘§‘ . . . — \
On the subject of the advanced price proposed for grain imported at the different perieds, weo
- . . a- oy . '
have not failed to take into our'consideration all the arguments that suggested themselves to us, for

kecping the prices of grain at the rates at which the lower classes of the people, would be enabled
to maintain themsclves, in a flourishing State or Country, this would probably be a consideration
superseding every other, where it conld be enforced, . But, under the present distresses, our object is
to provide against'the miscries of famine and the cforts of our powerful ecnemies. When we are
reduced to the needssity of dizcharging from the Set®lement’ almost all the inhabitants that are not
necessary 1o ’ghe defénce of the country ; when we ind that grain is sold even above the highest
~ rates we have .s’v.{g;gest(?d at the ports of our enemies, and the i_mutxjal powers; when at present, the
utmest vigilance of Government has not been effectual in anysdegree, to provent its being clandes:

- tinely sold, eyen at much higher rates inthis Settlement ; when probable no other mode could be -

deviged to rouse the natives indepenident of the Service of the Company, to those exertions which are
#0-essential to our relicf, and to stimulate the merchants and traders to embark their property and
risk their lives through the dangers of the wonscon ; when we sensibly feel,. that the most zealous
~exertions of all, after that scagon iz over, would be inefiectual to insure our existence considering
the state of our present stgék;;anr?i that the ships of. the enemy, will doubtless block up the port,
the moment the weather will permit their being at sea, and that'probably they may take sorae risk
in order to intercopt the supplies we may endeavour to obtain even during the monsoon ; under these:

a = . . o . . . - T - -
circumstances, our situation secms: o render every exertion and endeavour essentially necessary te

any hope of safety ; and in that view to warrant encouragemegnt in the most extensive manner, to’
- every enterprise likely to produce supplics : and-we are fully convineed that lcse enconragement
o e . . - : L. v . . ’

- would not he a sufiicient inducen®nt to adventurers to exert themsslves and risk their lives and

property.in the cndeavour to bring in those supplies_of grain™~- ~ -
B . . -
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NOTIFICATION.,  *

t

vy . - » ) ) oy v . . |
The Right Honorable the President and Couneil having provided a very large stock of graih
- R . -‘ . “ ‘ » ?
at an immense expense, to supply the public erergencies of this Settlement, at that time universally

-~ Judged proper to guard against, but the Peace lately concluded between the Evropsan Powers then -

at War rendering it unnecessary to keep 8o large a quantity of grain in store, notice is herchby given
that the Honorable Company’s ries on hand will be issued and sold by retail in the bazaars at
the present market-price of Star Pagodas 1333 per Madras Gares, or three Mercalls per Star Pagoda
i;nd a8 Gﬁve'rnmcntv has suffered a vast loss by providing for the eventual distresses of the i?\llab:
tant, and is therefore undoubtedly entitled to the primary relief from the incumbrance entailed by '

engagements interded for the publie benefit, notice. is likewise given - that the Government has -

assumed to itself the-exclusive privilege of selling rice by retail until further orders, and has actbrd- -

" ngly commanded gll boutiques, for the sale by retail of rice belonging to Individuals,. to be
for the present:  ~ © - - T

] L ‘ ' "
The 20th July 1783, -

ghut- up

DDA YRNS RS

. nugatory. : . .

- the high prics of g
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Letter to Board of Revenye, dated 1614 March 1799.

1. . Wo have received your lobters of the 26th ultimo, 1st, 4th, and 8tk instant, with their respuc-

" tive enclosures, . - 4 ‘ . , ‘

'

Upon a review of the reports made to you relative to the quantities of grain which can be col-

Jected in _thve Northern Circars, we are of épinion that it will be advagable to retain’in the hands of

the Collector such part of it only as may now actually belong to the Company, or may be the
produce of Aumany lands; but that it is inexpedient to'purchase any quantity from the Zemindars

" or tenters on the public account, or to interfere in any shape with the crdinary courss of

dealing in grain throughout the Cirears. ) } , .

FOr the grain wlkich appears to be collectod at Cassimeotal we shall endeavonr to provide
tonnage as occasions may offer, and we desire that the Collectors in the Distr'icts of Masulipatam
and Vizagapatam, who may have public grain on hand, will continue to- avail themselves of all
opportunities which may oceur, of exporting it to the Presidency. . '

o " % 4 L4 . ey . . <! -
In regard to the offer of Mr. Lawsen, we should think his proposal of purchasing ths Company’s

. " *y T il Hi 3 . v a T = M 3 1
. grain far more eligible, than the exportation of- it on their account by the Colleetors, provided the

security he may offer for the performarce of his_engagements shall, upon cxamination, be found
8 > may offer 5.

unexceptionable; but unless the sccurity is satisfactory, such ansagreement may prove at least

If the Collector ab Masulipatam should be able tlo‘ procure fr’éight for the gr:'m'n i'n .s"@ore af that
qrc that lie may be authorized to do so, and to replace any quantity which may be

place, we des 1y g ‘ } ‘
for expertation to the. Presidency; and we shall furnish the StoreKeeper with

issued from the stores
diractions for this purpose. ,
We shall hereafser furnish you with our determination upon the reports of the Collector at

Ganjam, relative to the settlement of his distriet for the Fusly 1207. R

" We confirm the Jummahbundy, which you have rccorymended for the province of Dindfgul,
and shall pay every attention to the future report of the Collector upon the remissions, ?v}.xich ‘tho
présenﬁ drought may render it advisable to grant. Meanwhile, wo desire that Mr. Hurdis may }?e
snstructed to use his discrétion in endeavouring to relievo the inhabitants by the purchase of grain
on the public account for. the purpose of retail sule to the people ; but if the‘ scareity shdu]«l:l be so
great as to require the active interferenco of the Cirear, it will be expedient that he should endea-
vour to lower tlte price of grain by disposing of that which he may have on haftd, or may. hereafter
purchaze, at prices lower than may amount to a full reimbursement to the Company.

e
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Letter from the Board of Revenue to Government, dated 29th November 1808,

1 Havi?ng‘latelv received, from several of the Collectors, representations upon the subject of

tain, and an aPprehended scarcity of that article, in consequence of the general ,

failure of the usual periodical roins throughout the Peninsula, and being earnestly solicitous of con-

eans in 'O\u‘.'pQWelf to dvert or alleviate the inconveniences incident to these

tributing by every.m . : :
g aged our most serious coasideration.

distrossing visitationsof '.l)ivimé"v?rgvic’fence;‘4 the su:jgc‘; has enga,

2. Convinced by observofion anckaxpgi*icnce o Fhe impthy of the measures usually resorted
to on the occurreace of the calamity of ﬂearth; or ffinine.; and that any restrictions on ’f.he fx‘cc-zcdiom
of the gmin'market, whether by enforcing the zale, limiting the price, or other dirvect mter‘fm:e?ce
with the ‘speculations of privaté grain dealers, arc more ca}gulgtcd to’aggx"zwnt.e; than to dirainish
tho sufierings of she people. . We have decemed it a;dvisj'g)le’ to submit o.u.r'scnt»xmcnts generally to

iiy;(ﬂ,\i‘ Lordship in Council, on this important snhject. - p

{
.J“,‘ .o ? o -

t . b



*

by preper precautions, be considerably alleviated.

4. In seasons of dearth, it is for the bencfit of the people that the general conpumption should
be regulated with exact reference to the goneral stock, and as it is for the interest of the grain
dealer to adapt his price in & Just ratio to the existing necessity or demand, so he procures the hest
information on thie point, and that informasion venders him the best judge ; i he sell too high; he
discourages consumption, makes the people fragal, and way ultimately dizappoini himself, if too

low, he needlessly foregoes a possible profit may induce an improvideut expenditure, and to the -

calamity of a dearth may superadd the miseries of a fawmine, but this last circumstance is not likely
o happen, as it is not likely he should so much disregard his individual interest. The grain dealer
without contemplating the interess of the people, necessarily provides for if, in pv-mudmnf for his
own. Yor, the people, br feeling the inconvenicnees of scaruty by his meang, sooner perhaps than
they otherwise would, feel them ultimately less severely than they otherwise might, it is for their
benefit, that these inconveniences be divided, that they be felt gradually, and not suddenly, this
operation can be performed by none so cxactly as by the grain dealer, for, as ne other person can
have either the same interest, the same knowledge or the same abilities duly to perform it, so it is
the best policy that the grain markes be loft entirely to him, that is, that it be left entirely free,

5. In some instances the expediency of imposing an embargo on the export of grain, has
been urged with great earnestness on our notice, thisis an alternative that

Coliector ef Ganjam. should be resorted to, with extreme caution, it is a restriction on natural
o liberty ; and in those Districts where proprietary right in the lands, has

been established, is an infraction of public justice, it is forbidden indeed by the stauding orders
of Gowrnmcm, and without specinl sanction cannot be adopted, on occasions of dearth it should

seem, on general prineiples, to be no lesg unnecessary than unwise. It is certain that the scareity
of any commodity is usually attended with a proportionate increase of price, and as in all places
the hoine market is tho ‘nearest and most convenient, s0 in times of scarcity, I must of course b
the most lucrative and eligible ; thus whilst on the one hand there can be little room for appre-
‘hending any considerable exportation from a District in which an advantageous market is to be found
for its produce; 8o on the other, if that produce be deficient, the allurement of an enhanced price
will seldom fail to induce adventurers thither, with the surplus produce of other provinces.

6. Whenever the Offcers of Government, influenced by a humane desire of obviating the
inconveniences of scareity, Imprudently direst that private grain be sold in the public market at
a fized price, or injudiciously send grain themselves into the market for that purpose ; they either
prevent dealers from bringing their grain thither, which sometimes increases the danger of s
famine ; or they encourage the people to consume it so fast, as must necessarily, in the end,
produce such a chlamity, the unrestrained freedom of the grain market, is at the same time the
best preventative of famine and the best palliative of dearth.

7. We have lately addressed a Circular letter o the Collectors, inculcating these sentiments

) informed them i ' i ggestions for adopting extra-

Dated 24th in Dy. Consul. V0 l.mve informed thcr-n in repl.y*.to theu: suggestions for a opting a
tation 27th November 1806,  ordinary means of relief, that it is only in cascs of extreme exigency that
‘ the interference of Government, should be exerted, and.exhorted them

not to attempt any interference with the grain market ; but, in the event of such cases oceurring

B

to report them for our information.

8. In the caqes to which we allude it is our opinion that the interposition of Government,
when necessary to succour the distresses of the poor, should be by aidg of money to enable dealers
to introduce supplies of edible grain, rather than by any direct interforence of their own Officers
with the public market. . . Co

9. We are disposed to believe that your Lordship in Council will entirely concur with us, mi

‘the good policy and propriety of these orders, and we cannot doubt, that due attention will be paid

to them by our subordinate Officers : but unless an unanimity of sentiment pervade every depart- |
: N ; |

5. The inconvenicnees of a scarcity of grain, though not always capable of being removed may,

~ plies, prcvenumg waste, and disposing of mu-nlus stock.
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ment of the service, and the co-operation of all the Exécutive Officers of Government be exerted,
to give them el’ﬁcac 7 ; the meagure must necessarily fail, and the same evils inevitably recur.

¢ v

. The chicf obstacle which cceurs to us as opposing the systematie operation of this
arrangemcnt is, the difficulty of providing supplies of grain, on such exigencies, for the use of

the troops.
' 11. ‘With reference to this point we enclose

From Mr, Cazalelt, ‘several lotters received from the Collector of
Df;ted %%‘}Iﬁ’: ' } in Dy. Con. Ist December. . Zillah Chingleput, relative to the inconvenicnce
0, @ .

experienced by the troops at Trippasore,

1...‘ We have understood that it is propesed to establish a Commissariat Department for this
purpose - If wo may be permitted to'offer an opinion unsolicited, on this proposition ; we would beg
leavo to-suggest a practicable mode of obviating the difficulties in question applicable to troops,
When stationary more prompt, more economical, and we imagine, equally if not more efﬁcmnt

than that of Commissaries.

13. We believe it is the practice of the service, that when the
price of grain excceds a certain sum per Madras garce, the excess

Star Pagodas 70, or thereabont.
necessary to procure a supply for the troops, is defrayed by the Company.

b

s &

L V'S We would propose that, on such occasions the respective Collectors in Districts where
troops are stationed sbould be authorized to require, from the Commanding Officers of Corps or
I.iet.a‘chmcnbh a,bstmcts of the quantity of grain necessary for the Troops', for any given time.

15. That on these abstracts being furm shed, Collectors should invite sealed proposals of

-fsupply, from the soveral Zemindars or grain dealers, of their Districts ; to be given in, on a

‘eertain day, specifying the ttrms on which they would consent to fmmun the supply.

'16.  That those proposals should be opencd at the fixed timc, impartially e w‘amm"d and the
most eligible tender accepted.

17. 'Thaton the dc*lu'cn y of the grain, the surplus price should be paid, as usual, by the
Company, and the immediate cash be furnished by the Collector.

18. 1In this manner the object of the Zemindar or grain dealer, whose only wish in withholding
liis grain, iz to get a good price for it would be immediately answered ; the supply of the treops he
secured; the freedom of the market, and consequent moderation of prlce be best maintained,

19, A Comminssariat Department would require that such Officers, with suitable salaries, should
be appointed and stationed, all over the country, thereby incurring o vast expense. :

90, The Collectors with their own establishments, each in hisg palti lar district could find
little additional trodble in managing this detail, and less difficulty in negotinting the transaction,

with their own Zemindars than Commmissaries, besides, they possess greater faeilities of storing ship=
[

91, The examples of the Concctors of Canara and the Ceded Districts, prove the practicability
and mcxhby of this scheme, and the superior economy of it pruludc; remark.

.92, But, this is an abstract question, unconnected with the main ohjeet of thxg address, which
relates merelv to the impending sufforings of the people from a scarcity of alimentary grain, and
the most likely means of dmumhmw or averting them, by mointaining, inviolate the liberiy of the
market, : :
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23. " For this purpoec ‘vio would beg leavo strenuoutly to recommr'nd that, to whomsocver the
provinee,r of supylv be attacked, tho freedom of the grain trade be strictly enjoined and, if your
Lwrd‘ahq’i ih Codneil eoincide in the sentiments expressed in this lotter, that” orders analogous to
them be iesued to all thc Officers of Goverument, to whom they may be applicable.

t

z - .

Letter from Government to the Board of I;evenuc dated 1511 Decemoer 1808,

1. Tam directod by the Right Honorable the Governor in Couneil to wknowiodrfe the receipt
of your Tettbr of the 20th ultimo, and to acquaint you that Iis Lordship in Couteil considers your
och"vatmns on the subject’sf grain to be highly judicious and proper, as His Ll)rdbblp is sa,txsﬁucz

that it is in all ‘general cases advizable to : abstain from any mterferencc ‘mth the Ordmzmr op er‘sAmn

" Vet

of the pubhc darket. - , ot

.! O

. Hm TLordship in Couaeil had prenmmly roceived a letter from the ‘»Ilhta.;y Bo.n‘d, statmg
th4= measures which ‘they had decmed it yroper to take for thp purpose of ensuring the" supp]y of
grain to the Tronps in the present season; but as His Lordship considers tho mode of supply by
sealed proposals in the way which you have recommended to be the most ady antigeous, it has becn

T reaolved to aglopt it, in preference to that mentloned in the'lettor of the \lxht‘ny Board

L 24th November 1616,

- emigration, Wthh must othermse,g;cessarl}y ensue:
&E

> A
-+ ) .a.’“

3.1 m*cordm«ly enclose for your 1]]1()X‘ul<1'6]011 and gmdanon a:‘copy of that. le‘te
with a copy of the roply which has been®déspatched to the Military.
Board, and am dirceted to- desire that order<; may be issued to the
. ull;{) erd&-oﬁ.do. _18th De- . Collectors with the least possible delay, for. mvmng proposals f’ir\nhe

supply of grein at the stations, and to the extent meattancd in the
accomp:mymw statement, with the excaption of Arcot and Vellore, to which places a supply of
«rr@u?\wﬂl te sent from the Fresidency. :

From the Mililury Board, .

1 4, His Lordship in Couneil desires that the grain when recewed may be trans ferrediéol tim
charge of the Garrison &torO-Lcepcrs or to the at of persons acting under their orders andﬂ .ih order
to expeditg the objects of the intended ¢ x-mnrrc-meni it will be proper that; the Collectors’ should be

instructed gencrally to correspend with the Garrison Store- knep( rsior with the Commd,ndxq,, Officers

of stations, and to attend to any suggestions which they may receive re a.rdmg the. best mode of

fac 1htatmg ﬂn r'ztcntlons'of His Lordship in Council, . o S ,

.

APPENDIX IX, S
Letter from the l?em‘.zrrd;nf Ec“e&‘z@e fo Gevemme»#; daied 8th Bm;emow 1806

"By the bnclo«ed letter which we have&hc honor to submit to your Lordnﬁap d “om the Prin-
“ eipal Collector in the Seuthern Disision of - Arcot,
it appears that he is apprehensive of “very serious
conscquences, resulting from the gcnnral fmlure oi

From Mr. Ra,veﬂﬁha.w, dated "k:sth November,
m Consuitation, 4:h Decombe" : .

.

. ', .7 the grops throughout that pmvmce. L DS

s

g, Adhcrmfr th. ihe sﬂmmnnﬁ which we had the honor of stating in our ]etter to ;our Lord»
ship, under date the 29th ulti mﬂ;_jm * eutertain little doubt, that this provinee will rm-nv‘ snch
-zssigtance from other quarters as wr}} ﬁmrt all danger of famine, but as the price of grain m]l

unquestionably be enhaneéd, h\,b:gomes a geneideration to afford to the poorer class. of inhabitants
the means as far as pmctxca.h?emf sproviding themselves with a subswtenoc, and thus re;:ha,mmg

e

a

‘a

* _APPENDIX IX. I

3. With ’dm vmw, Mr. Ravenghaw pmmses that the people be cmploved in repairing the‘
roids and tanks of the‘ B,t- Tict, which he represents to be grenér'ﬂly in a ruinous state, and recom-
mendn that they rocc f}or their labor i in lien of pay, @ sufficiency of grain to support them.

: >4 “Rc pectuw the e pudxency of furru.,hmfr the people with employment in a season of de'u"th
no questxou can arise, but provided they have employmenﬁ it dm"a not appear to us to be of material
consequence, whether then‘ wages be pa.ld in money or in grain, for with money, we apprehend that
grain will always be pm(,m'able. Should your Lordship, however, be of opinion that payment in grain,

. either wholly or in part would be the preferable mode, we are-of opinion that the least exception-

able means of providing the requisite supply aro offered by the proposition contained in our letter
abovementioned. . o : ‘

e v

5. We take thxs occagion of submitting to your Lordship, a letter from the Collector, in Zillah
Chingleput, with an estimate for the repair of the
high Western Read, between Madras and Peona-
mallce, amounting to Star Pagodas 2,526- 40-32, inclnding the cost of twenty -six small bridges over
the nullahs, and Wd,ter courses that traverse the road,

From Mr. CazaleLt, datad“ 20Lh, in Cons., 27th November,

6. We, also submit a letter from the Principal Collector in Tanjore and Trichinopoly, with an

From Mr. W;lxce‘(iaté(l 26tk cstimate furnished by the Superintendent of tar‘lk repairs, for constrdes-

November, in Consultation, ing a new road between Veshrampstty and Coiladdy, on the route from

4th Decomber. Madras to Trichinopoly, the amount of this estimate is Star Pagodas
589-36. o S

7. Doth these -works are represented to be highly necessary, and éheir execution during the
preseﬁt season presents the additional advantage, however, confined, of affording to some oi‘ the :
most indigent of the people thc means of procurmg a Inehhood u'

8. Ifit suited the finances of Government, to c*:‘u,nd to evorv Districti in wmchsmular repairsmay
be needful this mode of diminishing the pressure of want in the present severe season it would be
humanity 108t Juchclously applied, the poor would benefit from the. opportune hire thus offered for
their industry at a crisis when it might otherwise remgin unemployed md the -country would benefit

" by the useful application of their labor, ata season. When it can be%t be spftred and most economwaliy .

‘tion, 8th December. 7

- in Consultatlon 3th Docvmber

‘hm.d . ) V . . ; ; v

9. .Tho, apprehen;mn of a searcity in the Northern Districts, we are happy to learn has been
' Trou Mr- Al»xm‘ir, ‘dated considerably diminished by the favorable change which fhe seasou has
26th ‘November, in Coiizalta- _ . y . .
recently undergone in that quarter. . Jommunications on this subject from
. the Collectors in' Ganjam and Masuhpfutam, are subxmtted herewith for
your Lordshxp g information. J oo - o

From Mri Frasor, dated 2ad,

10. Onthe suppositicn tha byour Lordship's orders, under. d.mte the 22nd ultimo, for suspend-
ing the ekelusive sale of, betel and tobacco were founded solely on the pr&sp%t of a very adverse
geason, th;{ Collector in aéﬂlah Maeulmauam has judged it expedient to delay their publication aa
well liecatise the price of grain and other necessaries of 1o is Little higher than at the samé period

* of lagt year and- ia not likely to rize as that a1l the difficnities which first opposed the introduction -

of the Tax and which have now bagn surmounted will ba liable to recur with double forco onm ita

" pe- eqtabhqhmcnt for these reasons the Collector thinks, that unless it be the inteation of Government

. Larrxed 1nto cxccutwn

to rclmqumh “the tax a]tofrether, 1t is ‘unnecessary anid metpedlent that the orders - adverted 't be

11, Awaro that some other considerations Wewhed with- your Lordshxp in isming those orders
besides the hitmane desiré-of relicving the anticipated distresses of the people We have repeated our -

'dxrcctxona to the Collector for suspending the pxclusive sale by licenses which l;ds been cstahlished -

- r
R
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Letier from Goverpmend, {0 Boerd of Revenue, duted 20tk Frzcem 715. 1204

173
LM

. 1 - % 3 3 3 has rep2ived an aloa in sy b
The Right Honorable the Gevernor in Couneil has received and taken into considoration,

your letter of the 8th inst&ni. ‘
S . . o the Governor in Ceanc
-2, From the very un nfavorable s:vearance of the present season, the Governor in Counc il

iaf»pm"cs the humane suggestions of the Prineipal Collector in the Sonthern Division of Arcet, for
t

affording empleymer
would without the : _

directing their mdus so '5e repair of bl pullig roads and tanks ; and Hie Lordship in Couneil
' considers the proposal of the Collector to pay them in grain to be the best adopted for ensur

osition of Government be exposed to suffer the esbremities of want by

‘ ta:y them a sub t nce,

. ‘3, Hx: Lordship in Council has heen induccd te prefer this mode, from the fmrther Jg;r,,umr-
ation of there being a considerable quantity of grain in store ab the Presidency, which may ba
appropriated in the manner proposed by the Principal Collector in the Scuthern Diivision of Arcot,
His Lonlship in Council had accsrmng,v dccmﬂ" it to be proper, that instractions shonld be istmed to

; 3 - = i - 3 - EF,Y
e Military Board, for holding at your disposa al for the stated purpose. any quantity whick you may

‘require to tue- exten$ thab 1L may be praciica N te supply.

4 Tne Governor in Council is pleased on your . rccommendation to authorize the preposed
O

repair of the Poonamallee roa,d, ab an expense of Star Pam)iﬁa 2,526-40-42.

5.. His Lordship in Coureil alzo authorizes the construction of the road proposed by the Prin-

" cipal Collectors in Tanjore and Tmchmupaly, be?wcen Veshrampetty and Coiladdy, &6 an expense of
Star Pavodas 589-36-0.

e
e

6. In ihv egeen ien of nhmx wm-:;s'me Governor in Council considers to te desirab
-the Collectors should be instructed to aJopb ag far as may Lo pragd
- Principal Collecior, in the Southe 3

Liii

' ycrw"zﬂt; antt His Lonlshi p n (,..,m a1 ‘
- - sy be expedient to adopt similar moasures in other Distrists
- the failure ¢f the raing, Tu districts wh re it may appe
- immediate relisf to the inhabitants, Iia Lordehip in {,f)un 11 thcru—s you to issiie rhn necessnry

=
g

7 H W‘H howe\cr, oceur to }'o" fhat this measure must be regulated with "aution, and that:

it should not be extended to such a degree ag might be liable to encourage remissness-on ihe pard

.of the inhabitants in providing relief for their own wants. It will be also necessary to bave in

. view that too general a dlﬁ'umou of such assistance would entail a very inconvenient buxtheu on the,
- public resources. : -

B . . -

d gubsistence to the lmboring classes of inhabitants of that provinee, W‘\,! .

APPENDIX X/ on

8. You will observe that the supply of urain for the consumption of the inhabitants «f the
Southern Division of Arcot has been adopted chiefly from local considerations ; but it is not impro-
bable that on gencral principles it will be more bereficial both to the numbltanh and to the Com-

pany, that their laber should be compensated mther in money than, by ﬂ}e supply of gram.

9. The Goverpor in Council learns with satxschhon that the apprehensxons which were entor-
tained of a scarcity in the Northern Circars have been relieved; and His Lordship in Council is
’pléased to approve the direetions which you issued to the Collector in the Zillah of Masulipatam for
suspending the abolition of the duty on betel and tobacco in the Town and Pettahs of Masulipatam,
aud for carrying that measure into effect in the villages of the Zillah only.

10. The Governor in Council is pleased on the representation contained in your Secretary's
Jetter of the 15th instans, to permit Mr. Watts to proceed to Sea for the beneﬁt of his health, and
to be absent 1wm his station for a a period uf four munths.

APPENDIX X. = -

Minute by the President, dated 15tk January 1807.

3

1. Inthe Conneil, which was held at our last Meeting for the purpose of determmm o the hest ‘
means \nf cncouraging the largest importation of grain, the particular question arose” whether
this ‘would bhé tnore effectually accomplished by 4 hked price to be secured by Government to ail
importers, or by a bounty, ",

2. Infavor of thefixed price it was argued by Sir John Cradock and Mr. Oakes that it gave
to the merchant the greatest possible encoﬁragement by assuring his speculation from loss, and
by holding out to him, at the same time, all the advantaze beyond the fixed price which the market
might give. It was considercd to be favorable to Government, inasmuchas the price of grain

.would probably at all timés exceed the fixed price, by which means the Government would save

the bounty, and run no risk of incurring loss from wastage, godown hire, theft, &c.

" 3. Onthe other hand, it was considered better by Mr. Petric and myself to give such a bounty as
would afford sufficient encouragement to the merchant, and to declare, at the same time, the intention
of Government not to interfere, in any manner whatever, with the publi¢c market. A bounty would
put the Government to a considerable expense, but it was defined and limited. It was our
opinion that the encouragement of a high fixed price now held forth might, in the course of two or -
three months, produce & very large importation of grain; that the effect of this importation
might be a reduction in the price of grain below the fixed price ; and- that in consequence  the .
importer would be glad to transfer at once his cargo to the Government.

4. The cffects of such large transfers wonld be to expose the Government to losses to o very
great amount. Another very ob’;cctmnable effect would Dbe the making rovpmment the sole wer.
chang in the market, :

5. The opinfon of ¥r. Petric and myself seemed to accord with the practice adopted in Lng-
land, under circumsmncea :pparently. similar, by the wistom of the British Legislature.

6. The Council deemed it expedient to consult Mr. Dick. This gentieman concurred in the

Stentiments of .Sir John Cradock and Mr. Oakes in regard £o the fized prices, - The particular

information, and long experience which Mr. Dick has had in the commercial affairs of India,
gave additional weight to the opinlons of Sir J oh’x Cradock aud Mr. Oakes .o

-

¥
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7. Af‘(ﬂr vm; mature’ cowmhrahun, \Ir. f’cmc‘ and m5 E;crf resolved to adopt that mmle, viz.,

a fud price, whwh appuwc« o hold cut the most certaii-encouragement. "‘lmu.zh the bounty .

# ‘“might have been considered cqu‘ﬂly effcctual, yet thie samo deg

‘;“g. ‘of ¢ertainty was nat equally
dp mm\tmble “and in a cazo of ,udl vash uapm‘tauu ,xﬂ‘:rtlfnf ¢ very cxistence of this r'rx'cmt and

- nuuwroub popghhon, every uthewsnmierﬂtmn must bc, ““e,,ondary to the best means of avert-
-ing the ca,larmtxes of famine. -~ P IR Los ‘ .
GO . ‘_‘;u_ o o e : ’ :

Mzm’u!e by ihe Pres‘ '*zt dated 200 Januau 1807,

1. I foel that I cmnnb a-*t more eor nforma’oly to the spmt of all the orders of the Conrt of

" Direetors, than in makmn' to Council the recommendation that,in thxs geason of scvere calamity,
threatening all this coast, thh the ekception of Tmnowlly, and extpnd ng to &ll the territory on

. this side the Western Ghats, our hest-endeavours should be exerted to afford relief and comfort” in
every pra fxctxcable manner.  Thisin such times that . the. fostering care of . ‘good- Government

L ® beu,,mes a blcbsmg to the populatlon living uruler its rule. w" S

s

. The Govcrnment have already ‘taken, I hope, effcctual means of ‘)rovuhno- agninst the

mlgcry of famine. Thxs was the prominent danger to be guarded against. It has unfor tunabeh, by
- )

a train of circums stances which could not have been forouceqh come upon us dt.the moment of the
e‘megteﬂ grcatest plenty.  'The arrival, howcvcr of the Native Tonnage, which had heen 80 lonn-

‘ d-*ta.nwd in Bengal by the nmbﬁrn'o imposed by the Supreme Government, will, [ hope, avert al!'

e uovs want, until the mcxmr’*] wtely adopted by Govermnent can have operation.

-

3. But evon under the supposition that our measures shall ba completely succe:e{ul, w')d\*huu\‘

_an importation, cqualto the consumption of the provinees, shall be effe cte(‘f much would still remain
“to be done in a general failure of cultivation ; the ryot not only loses his own subsigtence; but he
11 left without the means of purchasing clsewhere a subsistence. - In other parts whore. cultiva-

tion shall not have wholly failed, the: subsistence of the ryot will notwithstanding in {frent mea- -

-gnre depend upon the moderation avith which the eollection of the share of the Circar may be
“enforeed. "And again, at & time - whcn in addition to ths immediate prex;rure of want upon the
" inhabitants themselves, the cattle of the country, from the want of fodder and of water, gre likely

to suffer, it will ot be pmsfble for the former extent of agriculture to be mamtamed unlcs‘s liberal .

_assistance 1s gwen to the farmer to rencw both his sced- grain and cattle. There will pmbably be

¢

many more cvils mmdenml to o season like the pre«mnt whzeI wwill bc*betrer known to tho:c who

EU‘C more COIlVGI'S‘l.Ilt m rewnue man’wcmcnt -

v

- 4, The grwt oLjeot of thxs Mmutn is to estahhqh thc prmmple to be conveyed In a general
instruction to thc Board of Revetue, that ofir pnma.z v"care shonld be the [xre.,crm’non of the real.
_resources and riches of the country and of the State, the ‘population ; that the realization of the
“orflinary revenues, howover demra‘ble, is "altogether a “secondary consideration. I'ke Board of
Revenue have alrcady submitted a huraane proposition from the Collector of the Southern Division

L of Arcot. The same dircetion should be made cireular to all Collectors where the lower ocders of
people are, from the want of work, unable to procure the mecans ¢ of purclmsm'r grain. In the

distriets permanently settled, the couditions of the Zemindar's cowlés should not be rigorously -

" insisted upon. - .1 would grant fremisgion mallv equlvalent to their. probalile loss from the failure
of their crops. “The amount thus deducted from their annual j jumma should form a halance to be
dxsch&rged hereafter. ~The-countries have none of thern been ]’onxr enough scttied in permanency
to'have enabled the proprietors of estateg to hiwve -utamed that dc'ﬂ'ee of afffuence which eould

-meet without injury. the adveriity of tho presont geason. The countries not scttled, the share of
the produce belongmg to the Clrcar should be collwtcd with due attention to the ‘lCtudl
produce. T R

'

prohibiting the exportation to the Terrltorws of the Nizam and the Mahrattas,

APPENDIX XL
2
5. In short, the principle which I wish to enforee, is consideration for the productive resour-
ces of the country. Tho Collectors have, in all instances, shown great zeal in the collection of the
revenues, which have of late years been most successfully realized ; but that zeal requires con-
trol, and, in a scason like the fjresent, an qver-eagernes 55 60 60 Heet too much Would at once destroy
the spring from whence, with proper mam-’cmcnt we may again m{pw to see at ne dlstant period
the streams of public wealth flowing in their accustomed channel. '

A . ’ -
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Letter from Mr. T. dlunio, (’ollcctm of the (e dcd Diéirigts, to Doard of Revenue, dated 8tk
February 1807, : e

s

1. Thave had the henor to receive your letters of the 2nd, 27th, and 28&th Jammry
’

"enclosing a correspondence with Government respeehng the employment of the pocr, during the
present scarcity, and directing me to report upon that subject atid also upon the means of. a.vertmb
the calamity of fumine.

2

2. The diatress attending on wnfavoraBle season may be mitigated by encouraying impor-

tation, prohibiting exportation, reducing the rents of the lower classes of ryots, and by giving
employment to the poor in publis works, besides these there is perhaps no other w ay- in which
Government can interfere with any advantage,

but of all these means importation is by fa" the
most effectual for promoting the

atiainment of the . objects i view, for if the stock uf gram in
the country is supposed to bo inadequate to the maintenance of the inhabitants nntil the nexf

harvest, it is only by importation that it can be augmented and made to last till that purmd or, if

the stock of grain though equal to the subsistence of the inhabitants be “so dear as to place it
beyond the reach of the lower orders, it is still only by importation that the price ean be so far
reduced as to enable them to purchase food. If importation couid. be carried to such an extent as
to keep the price ata moderate rate, it would be unnecesary to take any steps for the assistance
of the poor, because they would easily find employment ameng. the other classes of the inhabitants.
The importation by sca to Madras has already had the cffect of stopping ihe exportaiion from the
Ceded Districts to the Carnatic, and of keeping grain in the Ceded Districts cheaper, than it would
otherwise have been, for the price has been nearly stationary, during thelast two months. 'This is
partly owing to the intervention of the harvest season, but mueh more to the importation by sea,
beeause rice imported in that way may be sold as cheap or perhaps cheaper than it can be
farnished from this country. While the importation by sea therefore contributes to the relief of the
Carnatic, by pouring into it supplies of grain, it produces the sams effect in the provinces
above the Ghauts by diminishing their exportation to the coast.

3. 'The stock of grafn in the Ceded Districts might be made to last somewhat longer by
Though thig
exporhtvon is considerable it 18 much less than in former years, hecause the drought of the present
geason has been so oxtensive that grain is every where dear, and there is no where: such a difference
of price as to encouraze an unlimitted expovtation from one provinee to ancther. The priee is nos
vet so high as to render it nccessary to stop the exportation to the Decean, and it will most likely
continue nearly as its present.level until May or June. If the raing ab that peried are abundant,
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t will probably rather fall than rise, but if they fail, it will increaze rapidly and oblize me to
gubmit to the Board the propricty of forbidding exportation to Forcign States. Such a measure
however ought not tole adopted without the strongest necessity because it hinders the farmers
from making up for the ioss of almest the whole of their crop by the high price of the remainder.

'

4. Asthere is no mode in which the distress of the lower classes of ryats can be alleviated so

readily, and gencrally as by an abatement of rent, I shall be careful in forming the Scttlements to
make such o reduction for that purpose as circumstances may require, but the failure of the crops
is in most places ®o complete thus great numbers of ryots though the whole of their rent be remit-
tad will be obliged to el their cattle for subsistence, and will be reduced to the rank of Jabourers.
This change though hard upon ‘rhem as individuaals; will not affect the interests of the community for
tie principal farmers who find it difficult to get agricultural servants will gladly hire them and the
cultivation of the eountrv will suffer little or no decrease. :

- .

5. The poor both for their own benefit and that of the public ought to be emploved in repairs’

of tanks, nullas, wells, and in general all such works as tend to increase the ‘produce of the country,
1t would in all cases be desirable to employ them as near as possible to their own villages, both in
order to save them from the expense of a distant journey and from the danger of perishing by
pestilential disovders which usually prevail wherever a crowd “of poor and ill-fed people is drawn
1;d«ethcr from different quarters. Yo the Ceded Districts the repairs for the current y.ea:r which
have been ahthorized, will furnish work to a large proportion of the industrious poor, but the expense
will be increased, because the estimates are founded upon the rates usnally paid to Tank diggers,’
who heing accustomed to such works, execute them much cheaper than any other elass of people.
The amount ¢f the Estimate is Star Pagodas 27,239-23-11. The additional expense which will
arise from the employment of the poor as day labourers cannot be exactly ascertained but it will not
exceed one fourth of the original Estimate or Star Pagodas 6,809, and will probably be considerabiy
less. I must, therefore, request that I may be authorized to disburse this additional sum of Star

Pazodas 6,809. I have in a few cases found ryots who have undertaken to repair tanks at the
> > .
‘ordinary rates. 'They collect men, women, hnd children from the neighbouring villages and make -

their own term with them, I have directed contracts to be made with toe village people for repairs
at the ordinary rates wherever it is practicable, but where it is not, 1 have ordered them to be paid

ag day labourers in tho confidence that the Board will approve of the measure, besause much valua- -
ble time would be lost in waiting for the sanction of Government. I have taken this ctep the more

readily from being convinced that the additional expense is merely an advance which will be fully
reimbursed by the increase of revenue, which will be received from the tanks being completed and a
crop obtained from them earlier than would otherwise have been the case. Tanks are usually filled
by rains in May and June, or in September and October. If regutar Tank-diggers only ar
employed, few of the tanks can he finished before Oetober. If lalourers of all deseriptions are
employed most of them will be completed before that period, and many of them in M’ay, There

will, therefore, in most cases be o gain of one and in many of two erops, and consequently an inerease -

not only of revenne, but of the produce of the country. From this view of the sabject it will
appear that the most expeditious is generally the cheapest way of repairing tanks.

6. Inmany other provinces as well as in the Ceded INistricts, the ':p'ri;{fr in wells are pro’han
nearly dry and the water in the beds of rivers and nullahs sunk much helow its usual lev«lly and unless
the supply of water is increased by digging, the rice ficlds in such situations will yiold little or
vothing. It would thercfore be advisable to grant Collestors a general authority 15 make such
GXSLUI':(,IIIP')tq as may be necessary for the security of the standing crops. Tt would he impossibie

to make an estimate of the sum which might be required for this purpose and even if it conld be .

done, it would be too late, as the grain would have been withered before authority could be received

for executing the works vecessary for its safety. These works are very gencrall ¥ carricd on by the -

s
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would crowd in from all st
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culiivators themselves, but from the ecxcessive dronght they have become in many places too
oxpepsive for ‘them to accomplish, such Work are at the present momant the most important of all
others for they not only give employment to the poer, but by preserving the crops they lessen
the scareity and kecp down the price in a more bﬂneﬁox‘ﬂ way than can be done by importation.

7. The employment which the poor find among the more substantial inhabitants is much
greater than what can bhe given to them hy Government.  They are employed in their several
villages as estra servants by the merchanta and ryots, and many procure & maintenance by bring-
ing in grass, firewood, bamboos and other articles for sale. In 1213, when grain was dearer than
it is now, wany thousands of half starved people from the Decean, found employment in the Ceded
Districts, chiwfly among the ryots. Their hire was a vory small portion of grain, but it kept them

alive and enalled them {o return fo their own country. Were Government to offor to the poor

any other relief than that of the wages of labour. Were it to issue grain to them either gratis or
at a reduced price, it would only have the effect of incrcasing their number of drawing them
together from all quarters and of cncouraging them to abandon themaelves to the protection of the
rving thomselves by their own exertions. Ia
Government will always be
» pace with the fund
destined for their reliof whatever its smount may ba,  Were grain in this country to be lssued to the
poor at any povticular th

public, and to neglect the saintary means of

o

- y .(n . ¥ L
Tndia as well as In 2l other countries, the mstrx?utiﬂ‘-n of charit

found {o luceesse the rumber of the peor which will alwa

¢ remotest corners. The relief to he
now precure o livelibood by their labour

tation, the repert would soen reach

g

afforded would be greatly equ&#ez’:‘zted
le the hopes of procuring if upon easier terws. It would scon

s;ome impossible to maintain saeh a multitude and Lamine would appesr ameng them, but this

3 in

15
i nob the ouly ovil which would attend their he sing drawn away from their own villuges for the
toas of their lubour would be felt, and the crops now on the ground as wsll as the enltivation of

bl

the cnsuing season would suffer from the want of hands.

8. The natives of Tadin ave probably as charitable as these of any other country, . and the poor

v bo left to their care with more safery than to that of any public institution. As long

s not an &hsol .llC famine the poor are in little danger for they will derive a subsistence gither from
v or from their own luhour, Notwithstanding shat the present seagon is bevond all

as ther

¢

private charit
comparison worse: than any that has ever bes o known. 1 sce no cause to spprehend a faming in the
Ceded Districts, I cannot diseover that such an event has ever happened wn any former period nnless
when war was added to an unfavorable scason, and from what I'now sce, T am convinced, that the
seasong alone, however adverse, can never in one year occasicn a famine, aud that there iz no risk of
the cocurrence of two such bad yearsin  succession as to produce this calamity, for this would Le

‘"'w"‘upne"in" that o be probable which has never yet happaned 1212 and 1213 were the two worse

BLCCESIITE YeATS ever remembered, but they cceasioned 'no {amine. The produce of the country
supported not only its own populasion, but many thousands pf ‘ersigrants from beyond the
Toombudderah, besides a very great exportation to the Deecan continually'urged on by the famine in
that quarter at the clese of the year 1213, Rice wus at eight scers tho Rupee, or about oue third
dearer than it is now, but as cven that high priee though it distressed the poorer gort of inhabitants
produced no famine, it may be confidently assumed that such o misfortune cannot take place until
the price rises above what it was at that time. But it is likely that the price will continne nearly
stationary wntil May or Juwe, should there be no rain in those months, it will rise Int not to such a
degree as to induce a famine. I found this opinion bothupon ray own observation and the Judgment
of the best informed natives, who assert that the grain on hand together with the crops on the
ground, i3 s;aﬁicien“ for the internal conswmption until October or November, when the harvest of

1217 beging, I am myself persuaded that it is sufficient for o still longer term, I ar led to think o
from the a,bunr ance of the two preceding years, from the general practice among the ryots and
merchants of storing grain in pits from the pres sent stock of the markets, and from having had an
opportunity of discovering that the quantity of old grais in several villages is very considerable.

¥
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In one village it appeared that the quantity of jawari belonging to merchants amounted to 420
garce. I learned this not from any particalar inquiry, but from an application made to me by the
merchants, for leave to sell it in consequence of the ryots who hadsold it to them last year, but not
delivered itover having refused to let it be removed from the pits. In this village there isno crop in the
present year, and the ryots therefore wished tokeep the grain which they had sold last year, but not
delivered and to rc,-placé it with interest next year. I do not mean to infer from this instance, that
there ave such stores of grain in every village, but T belicve that there are several villages in every
Pistrict in which there is nearly an eyual quantity. It is unnecessary and it would be imprudens
to enter into any minute investigution for the purpose of ascertaining the stock of grain in'the
country, for it would excite a suspicion that Government intended to lay sore vestriction upon its

* sale, and induce the owners to export or conceal it, the Bazar price furnishes a better estimate of the
resources of the country, than can be obtained from any inquiry whatever. ..

9. Were 1 to look only to the crops of the present year for the sup}\)ort of the inhabisanta
T would have no doubt thut a famine was rapidly appreaching, but having witnessed the unfavorable
SEasons of 1212 and 1213 pass away without occasioning any serious distress, and knowing that the
subsistence of the peeple does nos depend entirely upon the produce of ong or even of two years,
I contemplate the present acarcity with little alarm, so far as it regards the prescrvation of their lives.
The Ceded Districts from their remoteness from both monsoons are more exposed to drought than
the Carnatic, and the inhabitants ave hence perhaps more accustemed to guard against the effects of.
dearth Dy laying up a supply of grain in plentiful years, Jowari their principal food may be kept
good in pits from ten to twenty years, large quantities of it are laid up not ouly by merchants, hut
by all the more substantial ryots, and are not Lrought out for sale unless in those years when
prices are bigh, the dearth in their Distriets and the famine in the Decean.in 1213, exhausted nearly
all the stock of former ycars, but a great deal of that of 1214 and 1215 still remains on Land, and
“a considerable portion of it will be rescrved till June in the hopes of obtaining w greater price
should the rains in that month fail, almest all the lower class of ryols too, though they cannot afford
to keep grain for a distant speculation vsually reserve enough to maintain themselves throughout
the year. Such of this class as have had no crop this year will support themselves until next harvest
by working as labourers, those who have had some will provide for their ows subsistence hefore
they sell any to discharge their rent, the prezent season is worse than that of 1213 for the poor
among the ryots, but not for the poor of other classes, becanse the poor of other classes are only
affected by the priec of grain which is not yet so high as in 1213, while the poor of the ryots are
affected chicfly by the failure of their crops, whatever the price may be. The high price in 1213
was ocecasioncd as much by exportation as by the deficiency of produce, that of the present year
arises solely from the dearth the poorer ryots in 1213 obtained a quarter or a half of an ordinary
crop and did not sufler from the high price but rather gained by it, but in the present year many of
them have had no erop at all and though they will find means to maintain thewselves, that cbject
would by facilitated by giving them employment on tanks and other publie works, '

10. I am confident that the Ceded I)igtricts will easily suppors their "own population during
the present scarcity, They ean ba distressed only by exportation that to forcign territorics may be
stopped whenever it is deemed expedient,but that to the Carnatic mast depend upon the circumstances
of that provinee. It has ceased during the last iwe months in consequence of the importation hy
gea, which if it continue o preduce she sarae offect will be the most effectnal mode of assisting these
Distriets. Ay they can derive no sapplies from other quarters the price of grain which is in -all
countricg the best ground on which a judgment may be formed of the probability of a dearth or
famine must be peculiarly so in them, for it ia more easy for the grain dealers to calenlate the
stock in 3 country which can draw no supp'y from any other and to regulate their prices accord-
ingly than to estimate the quantity of grain in a country whieh can import that article by sca. If
the price thc:éfore is adopted as the measare of the stock of grain in the Cedel Districts, there cau
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be no cause for alarm, th? vast number of patty grain dealers in Indian countries, -not only Leeps
as low as it ought to be by rendering combinations for raising it impract.leable? hat n3&kes |
that price a surer test of the quantity on hand and expected from the erop, than 1t w‘ou:ld l?e if the
trade were limited to fewer persons, for though a few great speculators might be wrong in their calcu-
lations, it ¢annot be supposed that several thousand petty dealers who do not npon an a\?ex:ag;.e sup-
piv above twenty families should be so ignorant of the trade, which they have follo'wcd all their hv?s
as'not to bo able to calculate whether or not they could serve their customers until f..he Parvest in
October, . If they were not satisfied that they could do so or what is the same thing if a famxne
was to be expected before that period, rice would not now be sold at twelve secrs the Rupee.

the price

11. Tt is not easy to afford any correct information respecting the state of the cattle,.bccause
a great proportion of them have on acconat of the sc»:utcity of forage been driven to the hills aud
jungles whers they are under the charge of herdsmen and not of their owners. I df.}.not, h'owever
hear that an'j distemper has broken out among them. If they escape ﬂmt ca]am‘{ty t?hey Vf'ln hfﬂd '
out until May, when a saply of green forage may be looked for, I shall conclude with: recapitulating
what I have already submitted to the Board, viz.:—

1st. That T shall be authorized to disburse a sum of Star Pagodas 6,809, in addition to the
cstimate for tank repairs of 1216, which cxtra cxpense it iz supposed will be incurred from employ-
ing the poor of all classes, natead of tank diggers only.

‘ . 1 N . . Avances : vl
9nd. That Tshall be authorized to nake without any previous estimate such qdmncoq as 1maj be
ater courses in order to preserve the:

neceszary in the course of the season for deepening wells and wate
» N - %
L4

crop on the ground.

. . o
The repairs of tanks will furnish work for the poor, and the deepening of wells .md pullahs to
water the crop now on the ground, will furnish both work and food £0 much wanted at the present
moment, and if the wells and nullahs are not cleared out, there will be a loss of 1'evo.m.m 23 well as gf

i far dy been induced by the

food far esceeding the probable expense. 1 must observe -that I h'aveb. alrea
preasure of the times to send orders on both these points to the Districts, but should they not meet

with the approbation of the Board, they can be counteranded before any considerable disbursement

can have been made,

' APPENDIX XIl. |
Mﬁnutej by Mr. THOMAS IOAKES,B.’[embér of Government, dated 3rd September 1?07.-

1. In reiﬂy to the Right Honorable President’s Minute of th? 29th ultimo., on the subjeck
of grain, I must observe that the Minutes lately recorded by me will show, (.a,s; mdrfnfl the words
import, ) that in saying ‘‘the general sales’ had not incre'ased since the reducho;} of Ipuulc,] I me;m f
the sales by individual« a3 well as by the-Company. It :.:3 true, as stated -by .11,.18 sordship, t.xa,
the public sales greatly increased on the reductign Qf price, but th'o‘seqb)l* 111d1»t1duals: fel'll", d}ll’]ﬂ_ iy
the same period of twenty-four days, noticed by his Lovdship, from 5243 to 184 ;j:,ame ; theaverage

" genscral sales in the months of June and July considerably cxc-ced the sales in the lasf« mon.th
‘w’nen the price was reduced. My former observation, theref;or(?, is forced upon 1€, thi:t t;m 1{?1'1::(;‘
whether high or low did not affect the poorer class ?f the ‘l\ atives, whose relief wai th 1§1a (}c ;n;”u
vbject ofl the reduction; and who being totally;‘ dcstlt.tfte of resource, must have peris ed, but for
the charitable distribution of rice made to them..

| | ed the Ist ultimo, scem to be the most proper

mitted by the Right 1lonorable Presi-
sent price

4 N B
2. The order of Government to Collectors, dat
‘ 1 . . -
that could be devised. A further reduction of price, as sub h
‘ 1 "y * ) C | o i3
dent for consideration, would not, Iconceive, answer any necessary purpose, the pre
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being within the means of the laboring class of Natives. The Collectors acting under the discre- -

tion granted to them, will proportion the rate of sale to the condition of the people, aud the
wholly destitute will for & time be subsisted through the beneficence of Government,

3.. The Ri;;_r_ht Honorable President fears we have committed a great error in not having
fixed apon our grain at the DIresidency a price o moderate as would lave onabled the coaniry
merchants ¢o sell it at a low rate in the interior, but experience hag invariably shown their
practice to be foreign to this prineiple. However low be the rate of purchase, the retail price will
be adapted to the degreo of searcity and consequent necessities of the inhabitants,

4, It had been desirable to lay up stores of grain in places where searcity was the greatest.
Government has all along been disposed to adopt this messure, but from timo to timo been pre-
vented owing to the vague and fluctuating accounts received from Collectors, giving reason to
belicve that little or no assistance would: be required from Madms, than pressing in the most
argent terms for supplies, and again encotimging the expectation that the inland stock would be
sufficient. T'o these contradictory reports I impute that the furnishing tho neighbeuring dis-
tricts to the requisite amount was protracted till the mortality among the carriage cattle rendered
Impossible, that the necessary aid should be given in time to prevent the wretched inhabitants
frowm flocking to the Presidency for relicf, .

. 5. T review with great satisfaction the measures of Government upon the whole of this
subject. The guurantee price was the only security for sufficient supplies from Bengal, and
brought the selling price under the dircction of Government. Ilad there boen no guarantee, the
importation would unquestionably have fallen short. The market had been in the hands of mnno-
polists, and long ere this we should probably have been under the necessity of purehasing rice av

200 Pagodas per garce, to save an extensive population from starving,

APPENDIX XlII,

Letter from the Poor Fund Committee, to Government, dated 1967 October 1807,

1. I have the honor as Chairman of the Committee for managing the Native Poor Fund, to
acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secretary Keblo's letter of the 17:h instant, desiring that a report
of the prosent proceedings of the Committee may be submitted with the least possible delay, for -
trausmission to the Honorable Court of Directars by the ghips now under despatch. ' / '

2. It was the iniention of the Committee to have accompanied a report of their Proccedings
with an account of the number of distressed ohjocts who Lave been relieved during the late period
of scarcity, the numher who have been removed to their villages, together with u statement of the
amount of grain and meney which has been expended on their subsistenee. But I am sorry (o
observe that the limited poriod which is allowed for preparing  this repors has precluded me from
obtaining from several Superintendents of Choultries the requisite documents, ’

‘3. Singe the 318t August when T.had the honor of submitting to Goverament a detailed
account of the P'roceedings of the Committee, their attention has been directed chiefly to the means
of removing from the Presidency the numerous Paupers whom the prevalence of famine in-
their native districts had compelied to geek refuge elsewhere, This important object has, T am
happy to observe in a considerable degree been attained. Several thousand persons have been
escorted to the distant choultries established for the temporary reception of Paupers preparatory to
their final departure ; and large partics, eack individual of which having an allowanse of rice suffi-
cient for ten days subsistence, have procceded thence to their respective villages.
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Bt > homor to f e acompanying papers’from the Native Poor Fund Commiltee
I have the honor to forward the aciompanying papers’from the Native & e,

1ok Ynvernor in i a1’
and request you will lay thom before the Right Honorable the f‘xc» ‘?arnm in Coaneil,

: g " : A7 A "s.;~"' 3 1 ’ ?l“ 4 ". #Ce
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% the varions monthly dishursements.  Your nrdb% iip \uﬁi prrceive that the number of paupers hay
TR W 'inc‘ reased-during the lam m {Jnth frem €39 to 1167, and ab preseit there sre uy wards of 15600,
R T - Wnder thie denomination of daily poor, are mcmdcd those, who arriving at the {.;hcmza;ry in a siato
ion to earn o Hveli-

-

and Lofore AP‘F'T‘“?“?U@'GL’Q of hm ns ue;r:m o prevail, the nom- 01 9‘(.»]3.\1‘;’1(}11 and debilis .y ars lpp\ﬁ'h"d for a fow days, sod when in a condit '
Lop 1 ‘hood are discharged. © With respect o those permitted to reside wi ithont the enclosure, they con-

. : Previvadly 1o Decomber b
) ¢ E . il
aintuined hy the Poor Ifzn)d nF»vn" w’c‘::sif wd 180

sist of o fow persons of respectable fumilies ; their formar situation in Iifs was mere fortunate than

. th&r pregont one, andehey have, 'on theze accounts, lang been allowed that indulgence, The

turserents, we hope, will prove to your Lordship'ssatisfactivn, thavwhil adue atten-

B
excention of vur frust, wo nre anxious to contrlbutf& 5% much as

lﬂﬁ.ial inero

‘secount of dis
., tion to economy is evinced in the
ureumbtanceq will allow te the convenicnee, he ‘utu, and "fmﬂ;rt of the peunpers,

10. The ill suceess aétending the endeavours of tho charitable Institutions In }wngal for the
support of the indigent during the famines which forme 21y afiicted that ‘province- aross, we
chiefly from the meany of relief noj being du!y'a} worsioned to the extent of the calamity.

shmeny for *he apprehend, chic
ixpericoosd *That thiz arpumens will vot apply te the char t‘,T nder our management, we trust, witl appehr
0 hf Lamenity mi gene- ' whnn' we acquaint your Lordship that the Q{‘:‘:ti 1R h ave in store, with that whick we hops shortly

 forever

m.-mzmeua.ucc 0} the indirm bave”

during a period of nmrl; £

rosity of the.three Presidenaies. . ‘ o, e to receive, i3 sufficient for the maintenanee il ﬂctcbw next, of four times the present number of
6. m (}.wrmr General in Council has observed that the 1{5 ural effest of o ,ry neditution paupers.  With respect to making parchases of grain in parts of the country wuore the scarcity i
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ing the support ' ' ' #
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in tha vicinity of Madras with the ex u\ptmn of the Mopegar Choultry, the sheds pear the Powder
Mills, the Choultry for the relief of Mm@ulmans and the more recently established H ocmmn for
the.sick at Chistadrepcttah were discontinued. As the poor recovered strength they were Bent
under escorts to the receiving depots and thence conducted in pwrtxes to the districts whence ﬂuw

B

had emigrated. : o co o

5 On the 185k November the astablishment for Mussnirang and that near the Powder Miils

wove sholished. From that period the Monegar Choultry and the Hospital at Chintadrepestah

£

have been adequate to the accommodation of the paupers who re
bJ dcblhty or disease from Bustaining the fatigues of a tedious Journey

rained, and who were mcap.lmt ated

6. The estab‘hshment of the Chmtadrepebtah Hmpltal has been attonded with very bﬂ;cﬁ-
¢ial consequences, by means of it many lives have unquestionably been: ‘nreacrvad Such of the
peor as suffered under diseases of a dangerous or lingering nature were there rendered a3 comiort-

" able as their forlorn situation would allow, they were sheltered from the inclemency of the season,

and sustenance suited to their disorders was prepared for thern, The best acknowledgments of the
Committee have been conveyed to Doctor A, Mackenzie who humanely underteok the troublesome

" offlice of ﬂup»rmtoﬁndmﬂ* the establishment ; and Mr. Mather bas also received their thanks for his

assiduity and attention to the same benevolent object. The Hospital was discontinued on the 31st
January, when the few remaining cases were transferred to the Monegar Choultry. - The account
No. 1 shows the namber of admlssmm reliefs, anci casaalties at the Hospital, from xts establish-

ment to the day it was ahohshed. .

Wxth respect to the number of persons that have been -relieved by the Fund during the
entmuance of the scarcity, no emr't account can be given. Several circumstances contribute to
Thero. is every reason to believe that at different times the same
persons obtruded tLemwlves for relief on different Choultries ; and when the number and varwty
ed whe daily presenied thomselves at the larger est abhsuments esran 1 y

o
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charge on the Ilthvmg last.

@, The Commitien were invested W}uh tnex imp

From thab time & 1eW. mm wmuch

more extensive system than had bee obgerved by the late Com-
.mittee, was ,,,.umwi {or disg :)c sing reliof to the poor.  For this purpose, he gides the evpsfnd?mre
of the grain importe ed by the las CQ‘BT&I%E‘L from Bengul, there has hwn roceived from the stores

- ¢f the Company, belween the }’ h August 1807 and tfhe 11th Mare WS ha'ra 8,580, or garce

148, maresls 204, seers 7%, wh h % the rate of 110 Pagodas per garee, amounta fo P.lfwuns

16,330- -6-0:

9. On the 12th F Pbm.'m 1808, tho balance of cugh in thf hands of the Treamrer to the
Masive Poor Fund arounted to Pagodas 11,205-18-55, which on the 23rd ¥ebruary wag, in con-
()rdefs af the Honorable the (xove‘“nor in Council, paid into the Company’s I.‘rcasury.
10. It tlmq appeﬂr ihat there is a balance due to Government by the Fund, of Pagodaa
5,130-32-25. .
oﬂuc 2d ﬂub%riptions‘ towards the relief of the late famine, 493

11. There aro dno of unc nine,
I have the Loner to forward, In uhe mesn tum the Committee
, LY

Pagodas, a list wheroof, No. 2y
arg pursuing measures for th(, roeovery of this amounb.
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. 12. The sccount No. & shows the amount of cash and grain distributed by order of Governs
ment, under the superintendence of the Committeo, among 2,940 distressed Brahmnins, -The first

issue was made on the 1st September, and the Iast on the 19th October 1807, at the rate of thirty

‘bags of rice and 25 Pagodas daily, L .y

. 13. 1t qppéars, by returns made to the Comimil:tee, that at varions establishments for reliev-
ing the poor at Madras and its neighbourhood, 3,472 persons have died 'in the course of the last

yoar. In this number are included 695 persons who died in an Hospital established for the recep-

. tion of sm.ull-pox patients. From six Choultries, appropriated to the reception of poor, no returns
_ of casualties have been transmiited : it may, therefore, be concluded that the total number of deaths

which happened at- the different establishments for the relief of the poor, must have heen at least -

3,500. The Committer are sensible that the mortality occasioned by the scarcity cannot be
estimated from data so inadequate and defective as those supplied by the Returns in q1;=.eét.ion ;a3
the subject merits investigation, and as it is intimately -connected with those objects for the
accomplishment of which the Committee were nominated, it is considered unnecessar&r ta apologize

for an endeavour to deduce from other sources of intelligence, the number of perscns whom it may.

be presumed were carried off at the Presidency and its vicinity by the late melancholy scarcity.

‘A document with which the Committee have been favoured, appears to : flord a'tclerabie eriterion -

for judging on this -important point. They allude to an obituary, for the last three years, of
Madras and of the villages in its vicinity, comprehended within the limits of the Supreme Court

3 . P} 2 o - . . - E .
of Judicature. This Register has been obtained by mecans of Peons stationed at the several

places of burning and interment; to the exclusion, however, of Christian burials. By it, the

n

deaths in the year 1803, appear to have amounted to 8,225 ; in the year 1836 te 4,902,—and in

1807 to 17,207, It is observable that the immortality in 1806 exceeded that of 1805 by 1677 .

S M, ar -~ . - N . sy y -
persons,  This difference may be accounted for either on the supposition that the population of
- Madras was progressively inereasing, or that in the year 1806 diseases might have been more
than usually prevalent and fatal. In the year 1807, tho cxcess of deaths bevond the two former

N . " 5 3o} ) o E ‘ye . . .
years is remarkable. . That a greater mortality was to bs cxpected in consequence of the extraor- -

dinary influx of new inhahitants is admitted ; but the difference is too censiderable to be acconnted
for exceptas the eflect of some signal calamity. It iy worthy of rewark that ihe seasons lasi

vear could not be cousidered insalubrious. Allowing, therefors, that the deaths in 1807 mighs

from causes connceted with the usual progressive increase of the popwlation of Madras as much
exceed those of 1806, as those of the latter year did of 1803 ;—supposing further (azd ik is allow-
ing very amply) that in the ordicary course of evenis 2,000 of the extracrdinary population might
have been carried off by causes independent of the prevailing scarcity, there will still .remai’n\au
excess of deaths to the number of 8,628 which the Committee conclude must have been oceasioned
by the devastation of famine. ' ‘ ' ‘ ‘

14, In reviewing the Denefits which have resulted to the cbmmmﬁtg from the Native Poor
Fund, the Cotmmittee deem it proper to notice more particalarly the attention which has been paid
to promote in various lustances, the comforts of the poor and the general intcrests of hnmanity.
937 persons who fr,nm ;-x“ax1stir; ‘or giqe';s: w;n-u(” :Li(‘l ore fi?"‘““.: AEI-’T“LE:*- 5’0 “‘“L‘dnd “”n o

om exhaus se ere unable to reach a place of relief were couveyed

fromi t}le streers and lanes to the Choultry in a Dooley kept for the purpose. The reguisite accom-

modations and attendance have been afforded to women in parturition, and sixty-one children were

bf)ﬂl in the Choultry in the course of ‘the year : thirty-eight blind persons have also had their
sight restored or deri‘vcd much benefit from the dexterity of a N ative occulist. ‘

” 15:.” ~“The Commitiee would be wanting in justice to IN. Andah Chifty, wero they to owit on this

on to mention the various and important services which he has rendered to the Instifution at

Moncgar Choultry. Andal Chitty was for several years a Member of the Committee for manag-

v B
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ing the old Fund. Early in the year 1806, on a more attentive investigation being made into the
mode in which the charity was conducted, than had for sometime becn instituted, it was discovered
that a variety of abuses prevailed. At the solicitation of the Committee, Andah Chitty undertook
to rectify them, and so iudefatigable were Lis excrtions and so bencficial his reforms that ke not
only reduced the expense of fecding the poor. very considerably, but improved their diet and
rendered their situation generally more comfortable. Since the commencement of the late scarcity
to the present period the attention which Andah Chitty has evinced to the various dutics con-.
nected with the charity at the Monegar Choultry has been ‘uninterruptedly - zealous and humane
even to the detriment of his health and the neglect of his own immediate interests. 1 have taken
the liberty of transmitting the copy of a letter addressed by Andah Chitty to the Committee No. 4
The circumstances therein mentioned are correct, and the Committee indulge a hope that they may

_ be considered as entitling him to the favourable notice of Government. The Committee are igno-

rant concerning the propriety of conferring on Andah Chitty ,the reward which he solicits, but
they are of opinion that he has proved himself eminently deserving of some honourable distinction,
and ‘they, therefore, take the liberty of recommending either that the favour he has solicited be
bestowed upon him, or that he be remunerated in any ‘othe manner which may, to the wisdon of

Government, appear more appropriate.

16, 1 pfoceed to communicate the sentiments of the Committee on the subject of establishing
a Poor-house at the Monegar Choultry. An Institution of this kind, under appropriate regulations
and efficient management, has long been much wanted at Madras. T he Committee believe there are
few places where beggars are morc numerous, more importunate, or apparently more wretched, o
whose infirmities are more calculated to excite in the minds of beholders 2 mingled feeling of com-

misgeration and disgust. -

17. That these objects are not from necessity compelled to rely for subsistence on casual bene~
factions is rendered certain from their constant refusal to receive the profferred charity of the
Monegar Choultry. In Madras, as in every other place, the prevalence of mendicity will be com-
mensurate to its encouragement, and it is to the assistance afforded by individuals to vagrants,
and to the want of a well regulated system for their maintenance, rather than to an excess of misery,
in the settlement that the evil is principally to be attributed.

18, Since the establishment of the charity at the Monegar Choultry in 1782, relief has
never been withheld from those who have been incapable of earning a subsistence. From 50 to 100
objects have usually been maintainéd there ; but they have consisted generally of such as were
prevented by the nature of their infirmities from going abroad to supplicate charity. - The more
deplorable and shocking the appearance of paupers, the greater is the probability that they will
excite the pity and obtain the bounty of the public. - Hence it has been observed that -many who
exhibit in their persons the last degree of human misery are then least disposed to desert -their
vagrant habits and submit to j;he confinement and regulations of a Poor-house.

19. The number of paupers at present subsisted at the Choultry and the districts to which
they belong are shown in the Statement No. 5. * It will be observed, that of 273 persons, 40 only
are natives of Madras ; the remainder having emigrated from yvarious parts of the country, particu-
Jarly during the late period of scarcity, and arc not yet in a condition to proceed to their homes.
Besides, the paupers thus maintained, it is supposed that the neighbourhood of Madras may at
present be infested by between 300 and 400 vagrants, whose infirmities render them fit objects for a
Poor.house. ‘ : S ' ,

20. It is the opinion of the Poor Fund Committee, that an establishment should be formed at
the Monegar Choultry, to afford to all mendicants, whom age or infirmity may render incapable
of labour, a comfortable Asylum ; and that all vagrants of this description, who may be 'detected
supplicating charity in the streets of the Black Town, in the public roads, and at the gardens, be
jmmediately removed to the Choultry. : :

\
\
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‘ 21." Tﬁe accompanying plan No. 6 cenveys a correct idea of the Monegar Choultry, with its

recent ‘improvements ; of the various accornmodations it affords, and of its adaptation to the end

proposed. The Choultry is in an airy situation, and can accommodate, without inconvenience, 1,300

persons. Admitting, therefore, that 500 beggars, or even a much greater number, should be con-
stantly resident in the Choultry, it is obvious, provided due attention be paid to cleanliness, that
no ill-effects need be apprehended to ensue from the circumstance of so many persons being con-
fined in one enclosure. Another advantage a.msmg from such extensive accommodation is, that it
admits of a separatlon of the different castes, and obviates the ob_]ecblon which the higher castes
will not fail to urge of residing in the same place with persons of low origin.

292. The Committee are of opinion that those pmupers who have not the plea of age, blindness,
or other.corporeal dlS{Lblllty, to urge in extenuation for embracmg the life of & mendicant, have no

claxm on the liberality of the community. These beggars have become such, either from choice,or

in consequence of haviug been habituated to a vagrant life from their infancy. To dispense subsis-
tence to them, is but to confirm them in their habits of idleness, and to encourage others to follow
the same pract'icet It appears to the Committee that such paupers as are able to work may be
employed upon the public roads by the Committee for managing the Road Lottery. Such a measure

. would be consistent with the objects for which the 'Lottery was established. Their pay may be
regulated according to the quantum of work they perform. It is improbable that many will submit
to restrictions so repugnant to their inclinations, and so contrary to their habits ; but the beneficial
effects of the plan will not, on these accounts, be the loss apparent. While such beggars as labour
under disease or infirmity, shall be removed and confined, to the Monegar Choultry, those of an

- opposite deseription must either submit to work, to confme themselves to their habxtatlons, or
remove to a dxstant sebtlement.

- 93, Tt is not the intention of the Committee to enter Into a minute 'comideration of the
various regulatlons it may be proper to make for the internal economy of the institution at the
Monegar Choultry. It appears to them that the execution of this task will devolve with more

. propuety on the Gentlemen who may hereafter be appointed to administer the affairs of the charity ; o

éspecia,lly as circumstances may occur to render it expedient to establish rules for which there now
exists no apparent necessity. The Committee will content ‘themselves with delineating the more
permanent features which ought, in their opinion, to distinguish the plan which may be adopted ;
convinced, should their sentiments be honoured with the approbation of the Government and the
.public, that little difficulty will occur in cqmpléting the outline. oo
'24. The Committee concur In the expedicnéy of the affairs of the charity being placed under
the dircction of a Committee constituted in the mode suggested in the Chief Secretary’s letter s
the 80th September 1807, . But they are apprehensive that the Gentlemen who may be elected
~ members of the Committ'ee, will be pfeventcd, by other avocations, from devoting a sufficient degreé
of their attention to the internal management of the charity to ensure an exact compliance with
the orders of thesCommittee, and to prevent the various abuses which, without a constant control,
it must be éxpected, will prevail in an establishment of this nature, Instead of proving a benefit,
a charitable institution, without an adequate and vigilant superintendence, will become at once a
burden and reproach to the community, It hence appears requisite that a Superintendent be

L

appointed to act undor the Committee. This is a measure of considerable importance, especially -

during the infancy of the establishment, and one in Whlch the success of the Insmtutlon would
appear to be matcrlally involved.

95. Tt were desireablo that the Gentleman who may be sclected for filling the office of
Supermtcnden'c should possess leisure, an aetive and benevolent disposition ; and a competent
~ knowledge of the languages, characters, and customs of the natives. The Committee are of opinion

that Captain Keay, of the Invalid Establishment, is endowed with these qualifications; and that he

would discharge the duties of - the situation with diligence and effect. Under these impressions, a
. communication has becn made to Captein Keay, and he has expressed his readiness to devote his

G
L
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attention to the good of the public in any manner which the Government may require. The Com-
mittee are induced to believo . that Captain Keay will afford his services gratuitously ; but they
recommend that he be requested to accept such monthly sum as will reimburse h1m for the expense
of a conveyance and for all other charges wbich the office may occasion.

26. In the following estimate of the cxpenses of the Poor-house, the calculations have been
made on the supposition that the number of paupers will amount to 500. It is the opinion of the
Committee that the establishment should be regulated to provide for that number, although it is
probable that the paupers will not greatly exceed 400, since many who are now at large at Madras
may perhaps be induced to remove from the Presidency, rather than submit to the restrictions
imposed on them at the Choultry. It may also be expected, in consequence of the great age of
some, and of the malignant nature of the diseases with which others are afflicted, that the number
must diminish considerably in the course of one or two years. The present mode of feeding the
poor at the Monegar Choultry is at. once consistent with economy and agreeable to the paupers.
If, in conformity o the recommendation of the Committee, it should be continued, the rate of
calculating the expense of victualling at one Fanam each pauper per day, will be found to be nearly
correct. In the year preceding the scarcity when there were only 140 persons subsisted, the
average expense of each, including servants wages and every other charge, was 42 Fanams per
mensem ; but it is to be observed that the establishment of servants was nearly as greaf at that
time as i3 requisite for 500 paupers. During the last year when the number fed was generally
from 2,000 to 4,000 a day, the average cost including all charges has been 33 Fanams, 70 Cash
each per month. Itis to be observed that in this estimate of one Fanam each per day, the
expenses of servants, clothes, and beetle are not included. It.may also be expected that. rice will
hereafter be cheaper than it was during the last year, and an additional saving may be effected in
this article, by purchasing when grain is cheap, a stock of paddy suﬁiucnt for a years con-

i ‘sumptmn : .
: ‘ ' Pags. Fs. Ch. Pags. Fs. Ch.
500 Paupers subsisted at 1 Fanam per diem, for 30 days....... coenens  ere eee ... 833 15 0
Bectle and Tobacco for do. do. T eeeees se e w30 00
Servant’s Wages. 7
A European Serjeant to reside at the Choultry, per month ....... e 8 0 0
1 Conicopoly to keep accounts............... Ceereetteicreteeernnns rerenees 4 0 0
1 Do. - to go to the Bazaar, &e... 3 0 0
3 PeOTIS .« ceneeveossaasences asetocasonsaanceronsantans ceennee teprsrciarsennsense B 11 0
3 Cooks, mcludmg one Bramney Covk Liveriienntinienrrpernenenns ceeee 60 O
4 WaterWOMeN .uviernrrcorscerisnessscoriores '. ........................ veeree 0 0
3 Persons to clean Rice, 2 Men and l Woman.......... ereeninns eee 30 O
1 Barber and 1 W asherman... .......... rereetrareersntereenians ceeerrens «“w 3 0 0
3 TobieS..crererrsasenseseseas fereearvann veereterivenenne ceeemiarenns Ceveesnaense 3 0 0
1 DOCtOI‘ R L SRR . 3 0 0 ' '
. . — 41 1t 0
| - , | 404 26 0
For 12 months wecvvvenisinrrmineeenn, erreerrrenrearane veresservesnennr® o 0 L, 4,854 0 42
Cloths twice a year to each PAUPET...cccieiiiievrioasmncernsinnree  soee see see o 160 . 0 0
5004 0 42
To which may be- added for repan's Chattios, Matts, and other ‘
incidental -€XPENSES ,.ivverreersionieniiiersnsairrenisessianreniensssienes s wee w195 0 8

Total expenses for 12 months’ Pagodas... ... .. ... 5,200 0 O
— ’ or B
For | month,.. ... ... .. 48 7 O
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s managm" the Road Lottery may be pleased to appoint.

" APPENDIX XIII.
: 2,* It will thus a.ppea,r that exclusive-of the allowance to the Supenntendent to defray. the
crpenses of an establishment for 500" persons, either a capital is required to the extent of 65,000

Pagodas, or a monthly subseription from the inhabitants of Madras, of Pagodas 300, which sum,
with the intefest’arising from the liberal donation of Pagodas 20,000, which the Honorable the

* Governor in Council has stated to be his intention to make on the part of the (‘ompany, at the rate

_of 8 per cent, per annum W111 produoe the requisite income.

28 TIn order to insure, as far as may be practrcable a hberal contrrbutwn the Commxttee beg

leave to recommend that the following measures be resortcd to.

(a) That the Ministers and Church Wardens be requested to mvestlgate the present state

" of the Church funds and the list of Church pensioners, with a view of ascertaining if the subscrip-

tion of one Pagoda per month fromi individuals towards enabling the bhurch funds to afford a sub-
sistence t6 widows and chrldren can now. be dispensed with.

(b) |After the Governor in Council shall have upproved of the Pla.n and Reoulatxons for the
Poor-house, that they be laid before the pubhc .

“(e) That two snbscrxptlon booLs be circulated; one for donations, the other for monthly
“eontx’xbutrons A i '

29.- “The Commxttee beg. leaﬂve to suggest that the f'ollo“nnnr Reoulatrons should form the basis

; " of the" new system for provuhm/for the poor of Madras.

) (a) That the Magxstrates and Superintendent of Police be requested strlctly to enjoin the

I’ohce Pecons to convey all aged and infirm paupers that are found begging to the Monegar Choultry ;
i3 and thiose of an opposite descrlptlon that are able to work, to such place as the Committee for
- " RS

) Thit the gate of the Monefra.r Choultry be kept locked and N0 pauper on any- account

* whatever be allowed to go out; unless. specially permittéd by the Superintendent, or onc of the

Members of the Committee.

(c) That the ‘accommodations be distributed, in such a manner among the paupers, that
separate places may be assigned to the different castes and sexes.

-

(d) Many paupers who may-be received into the -Choultry though meapable of earning s -

subsistence by their industry, may yet be usefully and advantageously employed both to themselves
and the charity, either in assisting ir the usual business of the Cboultry, or in making ropeq or
other oacupatlons :

(¢) ~ So intimate a connectlon subsisting between- the objects embraced by the Poor Fond
and the Native Infirmary, it appears expedient that all paupers whose lives may be in imminent
danger, or whose diseases require skilful medical aid, should be removed to the Infirmary, For
this purpose the Surgeon to that Institution should be instructed toadmit such paupers as the
Supermtendent or one of the Members of the Committee may thmk proper to send from the
Choultry .

- {f) For conveymg paupexs of the shovementioned description to the Native Hospltal
tha.t two Dooly bearers from the Dooly Corps be ordered to attend always at the Choultry

(9) That an eﬂ'echve Native Guard as at present, consisting of one Naigue and four
Sepoys be statloned at the Choultry ; and that this Guard be relieved twice a week.

(k) That the Chief Secretary to Government the Town Major, and the Supermtcndent of
Police be perpetual Members of the Committee. That ‘the sumber of elected - Members do not
excded nine, and that they be chosen annually ’ R -

L
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- (i) y' That the Committee do assemble «quarterly or oftener if requisite.. Thata visiting

Member be appointed from the Committee: every mounth, to whom all references connected with

the Institation, shall be made, and it were to be wished that he would visit the Choultry at least
once a week. . . )

“The tendency which charity individually administered has to increase the number of appli-

cants, and to encourage idleness and vice, must ever form an insuperable objection to such a mode

of relieving the distresses of the poor. A publig institution dispenses relief economically and effee-

tually, and holds forth few temptations to. indolence. Every respectable inhabitant of Aadras

must often have deplored the want of such an establishment. Of the objects who have experienced
his generosity, he mustbe aware that few have had a legitimate claim to it ; he must be con- -
vinced that his liberality has often been applied to the worst purposes; that it has subjected
him to relterated and innumerable a.ppheatlons and proved detrimental to the best interests of
‘Socicty. The sum bestowed by individuals in this manner it is supposed considerably exceeds what
is required for defraying the expenses of the proposed establishment, and the Committee indulge a

hope that when the nature and advantages of the Institution are understood, every inhabitant of

Madras will cordmlly co-operate in contributing to its success,

, In concludm" this Roport, the Coznmrttee consider it to be a proper occasron to bring to the
notxce of the Honorable the Governor in Council, the high sense which they entertain of the meris
£ Mr. Sherwood, who has officiated as Secretary to the Committee in a manner deserving of their
fullest commendation. Mr. Sherwood acted for a considerable time us Secrotary-of the former

 Committee for the management of the Poor Fuad ; anl in the chanze which took place in 1807,

he, at the particular request of the Members of the present Committee, continued in the porform-
ance of the duty, gratuitously and with a degree of diligence and ability, that claimsa public
acknowledgment. The Committee accordingly, on these grounds, beg leave to recommend Mr.
Sherwood as a gentlem:m who, in their oplmon, stronrr«ly merits the attention and favour of the

Government

A ——— v

) | ~ APPENDIX XIV.
Eactract Jrom the Minutes of Consultation, datcd 28th Oclober 18‘)3

Read again the letter from the Secretary to the Board of Trade, dated the 17th instant, encloq-
ing one from Mr. - Savage, Commercral Resident at Ingeram, relative to an apprehensron of

searcity.

1. Resolyed that it be mtlm’rted to Mr. Savaze, through the Board of Trade, that, though hlS
motives were good, his proceedings arc highly disapproved, as having the most injurious tendency,
and as being at vapiance with justice . and good order. The only object of grain-merchants in
withholding grain ‘from the market is either that they would not be safe from violence in selling

* it, or that the buyers are not willing to pay what they consider an adequate price. The duty of
} pabhe officers,. therefore, is to afford them full protection, and to allow them to sell at their own
prices .Competition amongst themselyes, and a regard to their own interest, will prevent them -

from raising the price too high. The effect of such measures as Mr. Savage pursued must be to
deter merchants from.bringing grain to a place where, besides’ popular violence, they are enposed
to the exercise of unjust authority in disposing of their own property. Such measures cannot fail
to aggravate the distress they were intended to relicve, and are as indefensible on grounds of
policy as on those of justice. ‘ : .

2. The Governor in Council also conmders the apphcatlon made to the Supreme Government -
for a supply of rice to have been very injudicious. It must, under any circumstances, have been pre- -
mature, since the effects of a bad harvest could not be felt till after the proper season for reapmg

S
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the harvest ; and the apprchensions of its effects must have been greatly augmented by the nature
and terms of the application. Even in a scarcity, if Government were to become importers of
grain, they would derange the course of tho markets to such a degree as to do much more harm
than good, and they would become morally responsible for the supply of the people throughout

. the whole season. |

3. All that' Mr. Savage ought to have done was to procure the . most accurate information in
his power, and lay it before Government, and, in the meantime, to use his best endeavours to

quiet the alarms of the people and protect the grain merchants from their violence.

4. Resolved that an extract of these Proceedings be furnished to the Board of Trade, with a
copy of the Circular letterin the Judicial Department, dated 12th July 1822. Resolved also that

an extract of these Proceedings be furnished to the Board of Revenue,

" APPENDIX XV.-

- Letter from Principal Collector and Magistrate of the Northern Division of Arcot,
to Government, dated Chittoor, 3rd December 1823. o :

1. T have just received from the Tahsildar of this district on the Mysore frontier a
report that representations have been made to him by the merchants usually resorting to Mysore
for supplies of grain, that the Amildars there have prohibited the sale of grain of all kinds for

export to the Company’s territories—as such a measure is calculated to excite a considerable alarm -

~among the Natives, and to cause those possessed of grain in these parts to withhold it from the

market, I have considered it to bg my‘ duty to bring _the repox:t to the notice of Government .

without loss of time,

2. The failure of the rains have naturally raised the price of grain very considerably in this .

part of the country, and I regret to say that, in some instances, the disposition of withholding it
have been manifested particularly by the merchants of the Cavalry Cantonment of Ranepettah,
‘and where the Treops have been considerably distressed to procure grain, though on inquiry it

was found that there was an ample present stock in the place, but that the merchants denied -

baving any in their bazaars,

3. The orders of Government prohibiting any interference with the sale have been promul-
gated to several Police Officers, and it has been notified to the merchants that they are at full
liberty to dispose of their grain at what rates they think proper, at the same time they have been

recommended to sell, being apprehensive that withholding these necessaries might lead to dis-
~turbance. ’

4, Tam not aware that arny'tumult' has actually occurred from this measure, but from grain
not being procurable a few days hence in sufficient quantities at Ranepettah, the Troops were
under the necessity of making representation on the subject, and it was with some difficulty that
the merchants were prevailed upon to supply them, denying that they had grain, when it way

found that there were in some bazaars large quantities,

- 5. Iam very apprehensive, if the merchants persevere in declining to sell their grain, that
some disturbance may arise. I am consequently desirous to ascertain whether Government may
deem any further intimation to the merchants necessary, or if they consider that ensuring a free

- market is alone calculated to remove the. ovil complained of.. | ‘

is most essentially necessary in a season of scarcity. The want o ! o
grain scarce and dear, but when that is the case already, it tends to produfze a famme.f t1 e
" gearcity is not real, the dealers have no motive for keeping ba,(.ak a safficient supply. rom the
market, and they are not able to enhance the price beyond what will yield them the ordinary rate
of profit. If a scarcity is only apprehended, the case will be the same as soon as the a.pprehe.n-
sion is removed. If it bereal, or be apprehended on good grounds, thevbest a,lvlev1.at10n of the evils
unavoidably attendant upon it is to satisfy the dealers in grain th-a,t they .wxll be 'ef.fectuallyv
protected against popular violence, and against the interference of 'public auf:horxty. In gw.mg them
this assurance, which you should constantly do, you will have the opporttmlt-y .of encoux:agx\ng thfam
to supply the markets in proportion to their stock in hand, their only objects in not doing so pexng

to raise the price and to escapo plunder. - -

of allowing a free transit of grain from the Mysore country into the Company stz
pressed upon the attention of Iis Highness the Rajah. :

" quantity of,
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Letter from Qovernment, to the Principal Collector and Magistrate of  the Northern

‘Division of Arcot, dated 12th December 1823,

1. I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant, and to state

that the Honorable the Governor in Council approves of the course of ,_conduct which you have

" pursued. B ‘ ’ ,

9. TPerfect freedom of market, by which the public interests are best promoted at all times, -
. f it tends, at all times, to make

. All duties on grain have been suspended till the 31st of December 1824, gAuTis gl
o AT e & lVorics will T

&
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Letter from Government, to the Principal Qollector and Magistrate o ﬁ%i&gﬁ*

- Division of Arcot, dated 13tk June 1824, .

T am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to transmit to you the _acc:)fnpanying
copy of a letter from the Committee for managing the Monegar Choultry at Madras, with a copy
of the resiy to it, relative to the relief to be afforded to persons of the lower classes who may b.e
suﬁ’eriné; from actual want, in consequence of the protracted dearth and drought. 1 also transmit
‘ | a copy of a very useful Memorandum prepared by a Committee, who

* See Appendix XVIL -y 00 heen employed in affording such relief at Royapoorum.*

9. To relieve the distress prevailing in your district, and to prevent the sufferers frc?m
deserting their homes in quest of relief at Madras, the .Govc.rnor in Council is Plea,sed to authorize
you, to a limited extent, to act upon the plan described in the accompanying. papers, and to
incur the requisite expense for that purpose.

homely food, under such regulations, as may guard against imposition, and may no®

encourage’ idleness. With proper management it is computed that each individual may be fed

at an expense of one Rupee month,

4. The aid of your public servants, and of ‘any respectable inhabitants in the neighbfmrho?d,
should be obtained to the necessary extent. The object in view will be promoted byldxspensmg
relief at-more than one station in your district, provided that this can be .dpne under proper
checks against abuse, and provided that it would not have the effect of swelling the. d.ema.nd for
relief, under the idea of its being afforded not as matter of charity within necessary limits, but as

* an administration of public funds capable of being carried to an indefinite extent.

4]

3 Y7/will perceive trat the whole intention is, in cases of necessity, to supply a moderate .

[t

b ,». f ) o
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‘5. The able-bodicd are to be required to labour for the food with which they may be supphed

and you will devisé such employment for them as may seem most useful, having less regard how-

ever to the value of the work than to the object of allowing none to eat the bread of idleness who
are capable of earmnrr a livelibood.

6. You will report fully the measures which you may adopt under the present mstructlons,
‘and will send in a weekly statement of the number of persous fed, and of the number employed,
and also of the expense incurred on that account,

APPENDIX XVII.
Letter fmm the Committce for mancging the Monegar Choulhy, to the Honmable &
TUHOMAS MUNRO, Governor in Council, &ec., dc., dec., dated 12th July 1824,

In a letter which we had lately the honor cf addressing Government we remarked, that a
great number of distressed objects, who had come in from the nelghbourmg districts, had applicd
- Yor charitable relief at the Monegar Choultry, to whom, however, assistance had been imparted as
sparingly as was consistent with humamty ; for we apprehended that a knewledge of a gratuitous
supply of food bmm readily obtainable at Madras, might induce frreat numbers of inhabitants to
descrt thexr villages and 1ccort hither for sustenance,

*2., Since.the date ofthat letter, the influx of people, who lnve not the means of procurmv sub-
sxstence has very greatly increased; about the end of May, the pauper inmates of the Choultry
and of the Leper Hospital voluntarily proposed that their own daily allowance should be diminished,
and the quantity taken away be appropriated to feeding the out-door applicants ; and it is very
satisfactory to state that from the store formed of these contributions between about the 20th of
May and the end of June, upwards of thirty thousand scanty meals were administered. \

M s )

3. But this relief at length became very insufficient for the wants of the suﬁ'erersrwho daily
* increased in numbers, and we have found ourselves called upon, in full reliance on the benevolence

of Government, greatly to extend the supply of foed to the distressed and starving f‘(%f:.lc who -

crowd around the gates, and of whom a very large proportion are women and children.

4. For a few days, and until we could form some idea of the ultimate extent of the demand
that might be made for relief, we gave a small quantity of Loiled nce a1d conjee to all whese
wretched ‘appearance bespoke probable distress for food. But we are fully aware that such g
gystem of distribution is,productive of much evil and opens a wide door to imposition, and although

-the season is now so far advanced that the protracted drought, we trust, Wl]l soon be terminated
E by a favourable fall of rain, which will enable the cultivators to return to their villages, and
_ dlthough there is less cause to fear that inhabitants of distant villages should now be tempted to
abandon their residences to seek subsistence at the Presidency, stil' we are fully impressed with
the necessity of using every endeavour to detcct imposture, to prevent an accession of idle people
of residents of Madras, having the same means as before of earning their subsistence, and above all
we are aware of the propriety of limiting the relief to a'meal sufficient only to preserve life and

not such as to tempt the receivers to continue a burthen on the chauty, ‘when a better provision -

may be obtained by work, or by a rctmn to their placcs of usual abode.

5. Under these impressions we held a meeting of the Committee on Saturday the 9Oth at the

Choultry, when it was resolved to submit the following plan, to be carricd into effect as soon
as it shall receive the sanctxon of Government:—

APPENDIX XVl }@ S
1st. That four stations be appointed for the recephon and feeding of the distressed who
are unable to Work—- ‘
One at the Choultry itself.
One at Royapoorum.

One at Perambore.
One at Chintadrepettah.

That the Govemment be requested to permit the Supermtendents of those Deputs to avail

themselves to the extent that may be necessary of the public buildings at those places, viz., the

old Infirmary at Perambore, the Barracks at Chintadrepettah, and to erect Pandalls adapted for

the proposed object, where public buildings may not be had.,
That the asmstance of the individuals who have supported an establishment at Royapoorum,

* during the last six weeks for the supply of food to the distressed, with great success in the system

of its administration, be requested to assistinforming the establishment at each of the above Depdts..

Thub the following Gentlemen be requested to give general superintendence to the Depots .—
Perambore, Lieut.-Colonel Farren and Lieut. Legget, of the Veteran Battalion.
Chintadrepettah, the Actmg Town Major and the Revd. R. A. Denton.

Royapoorum Mr. VanSomeren, _ .

: Monegar Choultry, Mr. Dalsel and Mr. John Arbuthnot, with the vxsxtmv Members
That at each station there be entertained as many conicopolies gnd cooks as are absolutely
required, and that the Superintendents of the Depits be authorized to modify the establishment ag
may appear necessary, and to send in their bills” for expenses incurred weekly to the Committee of
the Monegar Choultry (to be dlscharfred by them), with weekl) returns of all persons fed and sent
to the Depbdts for the week.

" That a Special (‘ommlttee of M:ma"ers of the Monegar Choultry do meet once a week to receive
the reports. :

That the applicants be allotted to Deplts as circumstances may require. s

‘That the applicants be separated into two classes, viz., of such as are able, and such as are
unable to work.

All persons able to work to be furnished with a cadjan ticket and sent to such rendezvous of
workmen as the Government may be pleased to appoint. :

All persons unable to work, to be farnished with a ticket to obtain food at one of the Depots.

That one common hour be established for the distribution of food and the dehvery of tickets
at each of the Depdts. «

That the Ilonorable the Governor in Council be requested to allot ‘some public work for the
clmployment of such as are able to labour, and that authority be given to the Officer under whose
charge they may he placed to supply a moderate meal of ordinary food to all such as may be sent

from the Depdts, or come to him for employment.

At the suggestion of our colleague, Major Ormsby, we beg leave to bring to the notice of
Government that in 1811-12, under circumstances of scarcity something like the present, Govern-

-ment appointed an Officer to superintend the repair of the Coonatore road, whither all the working.

classes needing employment were sent, and that some repair. of the same kind now would be very
beneficial, both for the employment of the people, the convenience of travellers, and drawing
away the beggars out of the town, where multiplied cvils now prevail from the collection of a
heap of starving strangers.
In conclusion, we beg the favor of having a eredit on the Treasury to the extent of about
000 Rupees in addition to the 2,000 Rupees balanse duc by us of the former advance of - 10,000, .
of which 8,000 have been repaid. :



APPENDIX XVil.

MEMORANDUM REGARDING RELIEF HOUSES, . »
ESTABLISHED IN 1824, . -

w

The following ealculations are formed u |
I . calenlations pon the supposition that the hs
‘supplied with food daily amounts to 2,000. rumber of PCTSOHS o be

A Pandall should be erected of the following dimensioné, :30 feet ]onrf ;._.n,

20 fect. I 20 f ' ' nd
’ pe " 7 . - . 2
. ) Space allotted for grinding and K]
< | . i
o qodmm for firewood. ndu\m for me* -
nsils, 1 i
| £ s | 7 I}veatmg the Grain =
R 40 fust; o .
= LT, - x,’ i‘,,_; ot
- 4 7 i &Y Foet, b3
Conking aparimen o ‘ s
coiing apartment. . Bpace for oling tie {,nn ger =
o e ’ s‘ ‘ ~
The Pandall i d i ' &
all may be built of palmyras, enclosed with bambee mats; the roof o he thatehed

'gw- rra-leayes

vith palmyra-leaves, and the Wh()m put together sim ply with ropes and sring, o thal the principal

materials moy not suffer injury, but bo taken down 31cre.m"t:{'r and gold Is, is est/mated to cost
1L LAS Al ]

" Rupees 175,

" The following xaahst af utensils, &e., 28 the outlav ¢ - .
', 88 the oadav thfr-‘ will be required & -

G hakd & W oLeyu {1 for 1o > i
P&Bﬁaﬁ e : . : b2 required for the use of the
LEN

. - ) ) A, P,
- 15 Grinding Stones, at 13 ”'iup%a cach ... ... e e, 2 8 ¢
5 Stone Mortars and .usﬂusi...,...,.,...‘.; ........ el 16 8 0
5 e, .
& Beer Casks to be cut in halves, f)r cooling and ﬁlatr.b’nm the ‘
C COBEC e . 10 6 ¢
OB e, toreenany | 10
13 Tin pots to contain balf a rr:m(m or 2 guarts each....... . 2 8 0
12 Tin quart pots ......e.eeeeennnn.... 1 3 g
. 3 Yevimarensa R R S T W, L B
20 Bamboo Sifters (Merums) and 20 1 1ame common mats.... ........ 5 0 ¢
30 Common Cocoanut-shell Ladles ................. vans 0 4 0
100 Straw stands (Pu'oomanv) for pots torest on........... e 1 0 0
Gﬂn TZ "k"*“ f;v *1‘ S hf‘”‘fhu i}lwb YECE ]Y ’:"" 3“2 1 . . . "'." :
2 h-vO “de. for the peaple u.bic o \LOIA‘..;) """" e Threrreae oo

D

Rnppes 94 4 0
Say Impc:«; <180 0 o

v .

HMost of the &bm«z riicles may be suH after the anarat:-: conses
' MONTZALY ESTABLISHMENT, i '

. o 2 Lunmc,opohns ab 2} Pagodaseach ... ir 8 o
i 8 Coolies for orinding, - sifting, mfﬂ:zpw md drgm!,-m-m the food, -
_ seven at 6 Rupees egeh, und & head moly at 7 E{up< €8s 49 00
_Firewood, 5 Rupess per day............... vearrieninee 180 0 ¢
A el el AL LA M R L L ST LLT L PP RIS eIl s200 00 .L .
: Pots Chatties, &e., (note, thoze will constitute a rogulsr menthly -
charge, 19 2 pot for boiling the food will not last on an (wtr.wn
more than 15 days before it eracks)... cevevvenrnnnon.nnos . 2 0 0.
Salt, Chillies, Oil, Brooms, &, &Covveerers veorrvens voververssroor 13 8 0

'?u(wm 350 {b ()

Two Police Peons will also be required, and Four Police Taliars,
; .
--It i8 proposed that the food to be distributed among the peeple should consist of one part

of Rice and two arts of N 3 s ot
wrgee I ts of 2tchenoy This should be mixed together and beiled jnto very thick
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The quantity of confréé that should be given to the people, " should bo half a.gallon, or two

quarts each to adult! and 2 chilles, &nd a quart cach to chlldrcn. . .This,is quito sufficient for one

meal a day.
The time appointed for the distribution of the food Qhould be at 6 o'clock in the morning.

During the day the coolies should be employed in beating, sifting, and grinding the Natcheney
and washing the Rice ; the grain should then be ﬁxed in the proportmns above speclﬁed and the

. boiling commence at 4 in the afternoon.

100 Pots of 1 foot 6 inches in diameter will be sufficient to boil. congee for 2, OOO people
A pot will require to be boiled about one hour. . Thirty Pots may be boiled at the same tvme
then 30 more, and so on till the Vshole of the food is prepared ; the cooking will be concluded at 8

or 9 o’clock in the evening.
The congee may remain in the pots in Wthh lt “Wwas b011ed till the next morning, when it

will be required to be served out among the people, ' Tubs should then be placed at convenient
distances, the people first being made to sit down in regular lines, the tubs be filled with congee,
and the distribution be made in the proportion before laid down.”

If tho Establishment be found inadequate to serve the people in a reasonable txme asnstanca
might be obtained from the people applying for relief. .

Two kinds of tickets should be printed on cards or on pastcboard : one, for the recipients of
the bounty of Government in food ; the other, for the people who are able to work. The followmg
forms for the tickets are proposedor those who reqmre food:—

. *¢ Government Charity.” ‘
~ *“ Royapoorum’* (or Perambore &e. ,) as the case may be.

For those who .are able to work— : .

. ¢ Able to work” —*¢ From Royapoorum” (or as above.} -

The Talliar will discriminate between the up-country and the Madras people, and those of
the former who are considered able to work, will be sent with a ticket to. such plzwes as the
" Government may be pleased to appoint for them to labor,- :

The people who are really*necessitous and unable to toil and mzmual labor, will receive a
ticket, which will entitle them to food daily. Tickets should be given to all such applicanty, and
when they afterwards appear, the ticket should be received from each one, as soon as the food
has been given ; and when the whole number assémbled has been supplied, the tickets are to be
"restored to them. This measure will prevent any one applicant being twice served, and also be. &

*

check against imposition.
The estimated expense of feeding the poor on the foregoing scale, reckoning the l\a,tchency

atd Mareals, and the Rice “at 3% Marcals per Pagoda, and taking into saccount the regular

monthly establishment amounting’to Rupees 250, will be about 67 Rupees for 2,000 persons per
day, or 2,000 Rupees per month, thus producing the average -of one Rupec per month for each

person receiving one full and sufficient meal per diem.

The above calculations have not been formed upon supposmon, but are the results of actual
experiments, :
~ If the business of the outlay and establishment is to be manawed by the Supermtcndente at
Royapomum, they will require an advance of 500 Rupees to enable them to erect and furnish
the Pandall and engage the requisite servants, and an order on the Superintendent of the Monegar
- Chonltry to supply them with grain for 15 days. each time. The quantity for that period will be
600 Marcals of Natcheney and 300 of Rice. The Superintendents of course engage to render
a detailed accouut of their dwbursemcnts and to refund any monoy that ma,y eventually remain
in their hands.

The Pandall can be completcd in three days after the advanco is made.

. . (Signed) J. BRADDOCK.

. o o G. VanSOMEREN,
* D. JOHNSTON.
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Letter from Government, to the Committee for the Management o_/' the Monegar C&oultr/,
" dated 13th July 18"4 :

1. T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of ycstcrday’é date, and to state
that the Honorable the Governor in Council entirely approves of the humane and judicious
suggestions therein offered, and desires that they may immediately be put in practice.

2. The Governor in Council is sensible that the protracted dearth and drought must have
pressed with great severity on the lower classes of the people, and, at the same time, deprived

many of them of their ordinary means of earning a livelihood ; and, moreover, that the state of .

the community renders private benevolence wholly inadequate to mitigate so general a calamity.
Tt is, however, of extreme importance that the relief to be administercd should, as far as possible,
bear the character of springing from charity, rather than of being a mere administration of public
funds. The Governor in Council particularly approves of your suggestions as being calculated to
promote this object.

3. After the usual fall of rain, food will become more cheap and plentiful, and labourers
will again be able to find employment. It is desirable that when this happens, none should
wish to receive gratuitous aid, and that it should be wholly withdrawn—a result which will easily
‘be effected as the consequence of only a moderate supply of homely food, during the season of
scarcity. _ ’ ..

-4, 'To afford the necessary relief in the neighbouring districts, and to prevent a concourse
of distressed objects at Madras, authority will be given to the Collectors of Chingleput and the

Northern Division of Arcot to a limited extent, to dzstnbu*e food on the plan whxch you have

proposed.

5. 'The Superintendent of Police and the Sxiperintendent of Roads will be instructed to com-
municate with you regarding the best employment for the paupers who may be capable of working,
* and to set to work those who may receive tickets upon the proposed plan, till some system for that
purpose may have been authorized.

6. The Governor in Council grants you a 'credit "of six thouéaud (6,000) Rupees on the
General Treasury, according to your request, to enable you to meet the necessary demands
upon you. T o ‘ ‘

L
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. girclglar of Government to Collebtor.s, dated 30th November 1832, Wo. 1060.

_ As it would appear probable that a scarcity of grain from the failure of the periodical rains
~will be very generally felt under this Presidency, I am dirccted to acquaint you that the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council relies upon the energy and Jud"ment of thelocal functionaries
to mitigate, by their personal exertions, the evils necessarily attendant on such a state of things.
The Circular instructions of Government of the 12th July 1822 have forbidden all interference
with the supply of grain, or the regulation of prices; but the Right Honorable the Governor in
Council feels assured, that while it would be impolitic to exercise the authority of Government

. in such matters, very great and frood effects will result from the personal exertions of the local
authorltles in advising and conferring with the grain merchants where prices may be ralsed exor-
bltantly high, or where there isa disposition on the part of the merchants to withhold altogether
the supplies of grain from the market for the sake of a prospective benefit. Much and probably
more may be done by Collectors in this respect by advice and personal communication with the
gramn merchants, than by the direct exercise of authority, and the Right Honorable the Governor
in Coungil trusts that they will direct your cqpccxal attention to this unportant pomt.
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 Circular of Government to Collectors, dated 4th December 1832, No. 1067, - |

T am directed by the Right Honorable the Governor in Council’to press upon ‘your attent-ionf
the necessity, under the present prospect of a scarcity of grain, of a'full and free communication
with the severat Collectors under this Presidency, in respect to the grain resources of their resp2c-

“tive districts, with the view that the surplus grain in one district may be made available for the

supply of those where the want of it may be most severely felt. Any instance of non-compliance .
with these instructions will incur the severe dlspleasure of the Right Honorable the Governor in

" Council,

. ——————

APPENDIX XIX,

Letter from the Pm’ncipai Collector of Nellore, to- Government, dated 5th January 1833,
With reference to my letter of the 7th ultimo, I have the honor to state, for the information

‘of the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, that I commenced, as on the former occasion in
.1824; to dxstrlbute boiled rice to the poor on the 10th of last month, and advanced 600 Rupees for

he purpose.’ "A further sum has been required, bu$ having not been favored with orders on the
subject, I have restricted the latter to the lowest poqsfble amount, viz., 400 Rupees, till orders

. can be récened

-
S————

From G’overnment to the Principal Collector of Nellore dated Sth January 1833, No. 25.

1. T am directed to acknowled«ve the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, and -
to acquaint you that from the reports received by the Government it does not appear that the
scarcity of grain, at present experienced in the country, bears any ‘approximation to that felt in
1823-24. . You will be pleased to submit to this office a comparative statcment of prices between’
that year and the present, explaining, at the same time, the restrictions under which you have
distributed the rice mentioned in your letter. - -

2. Itis, in all respects, unadvisable to contmue dispensing food at thc public charge when-
ever it can be avoided, not only because it necessarily attracts a multitude of people who ought
to subsist upon the produce of their industry, but because it alarms the inhabitants by impress- -
ing them with the idea that the scarcity of grain in the country is so great as to _]ustlfy the Gov-
ernment in employing such unusual means for the allevmtxon of it;
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C’zrcular of Government to all Collectors, dated 23rd January 1833, No. 90.
1. The Right Honorable’ $he Governor in Council has been informed that in.some districts.

tho free transit of grain has been impeded by petty local officers professing to act under authority,

with the view of inducing the merchants 10 dlspose of it in the village markets, and thereby affect-

ing a reduction of price.
2. A variety of pretexts may, Wlth grea.t plaumbxhty, be asmgned for the mterpomtlon of

‘vexatious obstacles to attain this end, particularly the excuse that the dealers have neglected to

comply with some local regulations,or that they have smuggled goods concealed amongst the -
grain—a real or pretended reference upon the subject to the Collector produces the delay by
which their obJect is accomplished, and the merchants arc glad to purchase immunity from such
aanoyances, either by the disbursement of unauthorized fees, or by selhng aportmn of their sup-:
plies for permxssxon to carry off the remainder. .
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3 These proceedmﬂ's are caleulated to reflect discredit upon the Government and must
“inevitably tend, in districts suffering from scarcity, to augment ‘the . distress by Wlthholdmg the.

only remedy that can be applied to it.

. 4. The Right Honorable the Govemor in Counml desires to press upon Jou the absoluto

nocesmty of interdicting, in the most peremptory manner, any interference whatéver on the part

of your subordinate officers, either i in forcing the markets, or employing threats or persuasion for - .

the purpose of throwing a larger supply of grain into any particular quarter, than would reach it

in the natural current of mercantile speculation. ~ You will be pleased by proclamation to intimate

this determmatmn to all, and it would be desirable to apprize your Choukedars, or farmers of
- inland customs, that'any abuse of their authority in this particular will be followed in the one

case by immediate punishment, and in the other, by cancelling their cowles. It would be far better

that Government should lose a small sum by a few instances of successful. smugglmg, than that

the inhabitants of the country should suﬁ'er from a deﬁclency of provisions. ° :

Y ) . .
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Circular of Goverament, to Collectors, dated 16th April 1833, No. 418,

‘1. Tam directed to "acquaint you that a very, considerable multitude of Native poor hag
asscmbled at Madras, and that their number, unless effectual measures are ta.ken to suppress it, is
likely to augment from day to day.- The Medical Officers af the Presidency are mnot without
apprehension that amongst so large a concourse, some verulent discase may be generated which
would be fllowed by the most lamentable consequences. C

" 2. The Right Honorable the Governor in Couneil, therefore urgently requests that you will -

use your best exertions to arrest the progress of this evil, by providing those who are able to
labor with work, and in preventing as much as possible the resort of mdxgent individuals, - both
from your own and neighbouring dxstncts, to the Presidency.

‘ 3. If nbsolutely necessary, thé Right Honorable the , Governor in Couneil vrants sanction
for the estabhshment of d deptt in your district for the distribfition of food,” but you must doubt-
less be aware’ ﬁhat this is a dangerous expedient, and by attracting numbers from all parts of the
.. province, 38 too apt if not well regulated, to aggravate the distress which it is intended to alleviate.
" You must, therefore, be most cautious that (1F you shall deem such a step indispensable)
the measure may be confined to the narrowest possible bounds ; that the grain dispensed is boiled ;
and that the quantity given to each applicant is restricted to the smallest portion calculated to
afford sustenance, You will also be pleased to report to me your proceedings in this important
particular from - time to time, communicating by the - same opportumty all needful- mformatlon-
respectmg :the state and prospects of the season. : : .

-

- 4. You will likewise be pleased to state how many persons :i'e at present employed in labor,
and how much is dally expended in payment for'cither wages or provxsmhs '

L)
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Letter from Collector of Masulzpatam, to- Govemment dated 10tk May 1833,

1. I'have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 16th ultimo and 3rd
instant, relative to the increased number of poor at Madras, and callifig on me to adopt measures
to prevent as far as possnble, the increase of an evil from whmh seuous apprehensmns are enter-

SO SO - . 4
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tained, in reply to which I beg to state that instructions have been issued to the - Ameens in the
_districts bordering on the Kistna to use their best endeavours to carry the orders of the Govern-

ment on this point into effect.

2. Trom the statement herewith sent you will observe that depots for supi)lying the starving

_- population have been established in this Zillah since the beginning of January, the expense of

which, up to the end of March, amounts to Rupees 5395-12-0 ; they are in different parts of the
district, and from the small amount of cost for each person, averaging 14 Annas and 4 Pies
per month, the Government, I trust, will be satisfied that the temptation is insufficient to induoe
any, save those in actual want, from having any wish to participate in the bounty. The rice is

boiled and served out in proportions of about qparter Madras measure.

" 8. To those employed in work, a greater allowance is given to enable them to have two meals
in tne twenty-four hours. I found but few who were able to labor among them, and those I
gent to the village of Kytapully to be employedon the tank ; but I doubt if the value of their work
will repay the increased expenditure.

4. Tn addition to the evil of starvation, we have also had the small-pox very prevalent
throughout the district, and trusting that the Government would give their sanction to the small
expenditure required for the purpose, I erected a few sheds for those attacked with this disease,
and who were wandering about spreading the infection, to which they might be brought, and where
Mr. Thompson, the Medical Officer attached to this Zillah, aﬂ‘ords them his assistance. :

5. Much as has been done by the Government for the people throughout the country, I fear
that numbers have perished for want ; many of the daily applicants leave the Lungerkhanah in
this place unsatisfied, and were the amount of expenditure doubled, 1 doubt whether the numbers

of that portion would be diminished.
6.~ The only rehef we have to look forward to is in the hope of a favorable fall of rain.
I am glad to say that some showers of considerable extent have fallen in the western parts of the

dlstnct but until the cultwatmg population are in full employment I cannot expect any great
dnnmutlon of the mxsery under whlch the poorer classes now labor. :

71 shall: Be prepared to receive ‘the persons belon"mg to this distriet now at Madras.

-;;_‘;;;; % APPENDIX XXIII,
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F) Qm tkoﬁ'ol(ector of untoor to Government, dated 10th June 1833, No. 517.

2y

1 \\ 1th reference to my letterq of the 12th and 20th April, I regret to state that the distress
of ‘the dxsh‘ict has consxderably increased since the last mentioned date, and no rains of more than
hterally momentary advanta«e have fallen, and their continuing to hold off has considerably ..
exﬂmnced the price of grain. A statement compnratlve between the 1st and’ :th mstant is enclosed.

i Itlls markcd No, 1.

9. Nos. 2, 3 and 4 show the increased chantxcs by Government, amount of labor provided,
nnd chzmtles of private bodies, as far as they have come to my knowledge.

3. On the 12th April, T submitted an abstract of the expenses estimated for improving the
great road from Masulipatam to Madras throuuh Guntoor, and stated that its estimate was so

gréat I should not venture to commence it without sanction. I beg to apologize for my lnnd‘ve:'t-
the.work had been a‘lready commenced, and I have since continued it, and the

ent” information ;
: L
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earth-work isnow in a considerable state of progress ; but I trust the expediency,of the work itsclf,
, . and the necessity of finding ¢ ‘ployment for the
To the amcunt of 3000 Rupees have been completed. poor, will be my cxcuse fo; ‘*eeding, after I
' 4 had discovered my mistake, “ dich was solely

occasioned by my ignorance of the locality. of the district.

4. The repair of tanks, &c., in the Mulrauzwar estate, though not yet ha;'ing passed through
the usual forms to obtain sanction, has been commenced, and the Board of Revenue have acqui-

esced in that part of my proceedmgs

5. A few daysago I addressed a private letter to the Principal Collector of Tanjore, enclos-
ing the selling prices of grain in this district, to be distributed to the merchant: of Nagore to
induce them $o ship grain for these parts, if they could find their advantage in so doing. The
rise in price is not so much from the increasing scarcity as from the holdmg off of the rains, A
heavy fall would, I doubt not, lower them again 1mmed1ate1y

6. Extensive conflagrations, destructive of some human 'bei'nws cattle, grain, and other
‘property, has added considerably to our distress. Means must be consudered for averting or lessen-
ing this calamity in the ensuing season.

7. When I addressed you on the 8th ultimo on the subject of the Guntoor emigrants, I pro-
mised myself T should soon have returns that would enable me to bring the state of the district
under notice by figures ; but I regret those statements are not yet in a sufficiently complete form
for submission to the Right Honorable the Governor, ' -

8. To speak general]y T am led to believe that out of a population of five hur tred and odd
thousands one-fifth part do not know in the morning where or how to obtain their uaily meal. Ta

keep the whole alive from day to day would

Fall revenue 22,00,000, Three months feoding of 100,000 Very speedily absorb the entire . - -venue of the

is 4} lacs of Rupees. ) country ; what portion the Govern ent is willing

to sacrifice I cannot pretend to Ji. - ; what has

been done for their relicf I have above explained ; that effectual relief .has by no means been

given, the Right Honorable the Governor in Council w111 at once judge from the l:ﬂﬂent state-

ment. I should be thankful for any instruc-

The correspondence accompanying Board’s letter of 30th tions on what calculation as ’fo mvxmbers to base

January 1833 does not nssist meat all on this pomt the di‘stribution of food gratultousnr : the extent

of the distress: precluding the r ssibility of

relief to all, The nature of the relicf afforded entirely precludes the Bramnical caste from par-

taking in the slightest degree. ‘

" 9. The Kistna has come down, but it affords no other assistance to the district than a toler-
ably sufficient boundary against Ilyderabad depredators. It isstill not too late in ti> season to
‘expect rain, and we do expect it, and there seems to be reason for it, from the appearance of the
sky, but we have been too often deceived but that our fears should predominate over our hopes,
1 am inclined to think crime, though still very great, is on the decrease. A partial r¢-appearance
_of the small-pox after my letter of the 12th May. made it necessary again to take advantage of

the services of one of the extra vaccinators previously dispensed with.

— —

From Government, to Collector of Gunloor, dated 18¢h June 1833, No. 684.

1. 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, respecting
the state of the poorer classesin your district,
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2. There can be no doubt from your description that poverty and want exist toa great
extent throuyhoat your Collectorate, but the Right Honorable the Governor in Council hopes that
the fears whiuh: you entertain of its increase will not be realized, and trusts that the rain, which
has prevailed in a greater or less degree throughout the provinces, will extend to Guntoor. It
must be recoilceted that- in all seasons, and at all times, a great proportion of the population in
every districs i3 dependent upon daily labor for, daily food, and as the Government hare granted
you authority ¢» employ all those who are capable of working, it ‘is hoped, but after deducting
these, you wili find the number of absolutely helpless paupers very far below .what you may now
estimate it to bo.  If the present season should prove favorable, a large proportion of those now
1aboring on Public Works will be withdrawn for agricultural pursults and the district will then
soon be restored ¢o its usual state. :

3. It can uover be expected in times of calamity, occasioned by a dearth of the necessaries
of life, that effectunl relief can be extended to every individual sufferer ; and it would be injudicious
to go too far by buing profuse. If a Government is lavish in its endeavours to mitigate distress,

it must necessarily-add to the evil by attracting a greater number of applicants. The only safe

measure to adopt in granting food to a population suffering from’ the actual pressure of scarcity,
is to rostrict it witkin the narrowest limits sufficient to support life. The establishment of depéts
for the gratuitous distribution of food is always from its consequences a measure of great danger,

because it is apt to sugment the evil which it was intended to remedy ; but when a necessity for
such an extreme nizasure exists, as it has done in the late season, the scanty relief that it affords,
(and it is designed ts be scanty) can of course be denied to none who are reduced to such a state
of abject distress as to render their existence dependent upon its being granted to them.

APPENDIX XXIV
Letterfrom Collpctor of Rajahmundry, to Govemment dated 13th August 1833.

1. The continued prevalence of the dry Weathcr and the misery and starvation around
me, obliges me to request the sanction of Government to some expenditure on account of poor
sufferers of thls district, puncxpally women and children.

2. From March up to the ‘end of last month, Ihave been able, principally through the
means granted by the gentry of the station, and some of the Natives, able to afford it, to dispense
food to about 5000 persor.s daily, but the rains which promised so fair in the beginning of J aly

,'having failed, it is necessary that the charity should be continued some time longer. I have

wade provision for some assistance, Lut not adequate to the want of the district for this month,
but the Native portion of thi community have intimated their inability, from the advanced price of
grain, and the demands of their own dependants, to continue their contributions, and I am induced
to solicit the benevolence of Government for the short time, two or three months, that further
assistance may be requu‘ed I consider that a sum of 6 or 800 Rupees judiciously expended, with
that which is now received, will be- sufficient to mltlgate in some degree, the existing mlsery, ’
which I fear is fast increasing.

¢

3. 1 have not made this appeal nntil I consider it absolutely requisite. Aslong ag we could
from private subscriptions he of use, I have considered it far preferable to the expenditure of
public money, but unless my ruquest be now granted, death must speedily put a period to the
sufferings of many of the famwhmfr poor.
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Lettcrfrom Government, tc t"e Collector of Rajahkmundry, dated 20t% August 1833
, No. 912.

N

I am directed to acknowledge wour letter of the 13th instant, and to convey to you the autho-

rity of the Right Honorable the Gevernor in Council for making such small disbursements as may
be absolutely necessary to provi’=> for the subsistence of the destitute poor of your district. You
will submit accounts of the disbursement for sanétion through the Board of Revenue.
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Letterfrom Government, to Principal Collector of Nellore dated 27th August 1833,
: No. 952.

1. Iam directed by the Rixht Honorable the Governor in Council bo transmit, for your
_information and guidance, the annexed Extract from the Minutes of Consultation in the Pubhc
Department, under date the 16th instant.

2. The Right Honorable the Governor in Councll desires that you will-put yourself in com-
munication with the Collector of Chingleput, and that you will be prepared to meet him on his
‘arrival on the border of your district, to concert with him the measures nccessary for carrying
into effect the object of forwarding the paupers to their villages, providing for them on the way.

Eaxtract from the Minutes of Consultaiion, Public Department, dated 16tk Adugust 1833,
No. 1175.

. 1. The Right Honorable the Governor in Council entirely concurring with the Commi'ttee‘ for
the management of the Moncgar Cloultry in considering it necessary that early and decided
measures should be taken for dispersing the very great crowd of able-bodied and healthy paupers
now assembled at the Presidency, resolves to adopt the suggestion of employing them in parties
of 3000 or 4000 on the great northern road from Madras to Nellore; and requests that the
Committee for the management of the Monegar Choaltry will immediately make arrangements,
in communication with the Inspector General of Civil Estimates, for carrying it into effect.

2. His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief will be requested to give the necessary orders
for detaching a small party of Sappers and Miners, under a European Officer, to accompany each
party of paupers proceeding to the work. The Officer will superintend the distribution of food
to the paupers, and direct their labor. The Civil Engineers of the Northern and Centre Divi-
sions will be instructed to proceed forthwith to the road to point out to the Officers in charge of
parties of paupers the repairs required, and the Collectors of Chingleput and Nellore, after having
proceeded in person to the road, and made all necessary arrangements in communication with
the Military Officers, will each cause an Assistant to be stationed in the nnghbourhood of the
working parties to assist in procuring supplies, tools, and materials. i

3. It is not intended to confing the people exclusively to the road, bﬁt_ to extend their

L

labor to any tanks or other works in its vicinity. The Officers in charge of working parties .

will understand that. they are not to prohibit but to encourage, as much as possible, the departure

of the paupers to their respective districts, but they are to prevent their return to the Presi-
dency. .

‘4. Supplics of rice will be furnished from Madras by the Committee for the management
of the Monegar Choultry, and conveyed to the working places by the Public Carriage Department.
The Monegar Choultry will be closed against all applicants who are able to work as soon as
arrangements shall have been made for their employment on the northern road, or as soon as it
shall have been ascertained that sufficient supplies have been proudrd for tLeir subsistence in the
districts from which they have emigrated, :
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T . ‘a 11262 | Tn1263 | In 1264 \
No.; " . Talooks. "/ '(1852). | (1853). | (1854). | . Remarks.
’ . . " ,“
RS. : RS. ~ R8. . *
1 | Beltary ... .. cenertenenene 90,676 | . 63,3531 -53734| As the season in Fusly
2 | Kumply ......... veeensesraenens - 74,4891 -+ 76,970 62,041 | 1263 was unfavorable, the
3 { Hurpunhully .ecovnvvvagunenns © 75,483 71,‘,, 59,859 | cultivation returns of
4 | Koodleghee ... ........ voreses - 1,083,349 | . 93 157 . 85,863 | 1262 are included in this
5} Hopvenhudgalee ... ... .....| 79,978 74,4951 66,710 | statement in order that
6 | Adony... «oe ... REPETPITRRRS 1,35,030 |. _/1 18,982 1 18, 962 a companson may be
7 1 GoolleM.s.uveeencinennne. rene 48 597 1~ 33 410 20 813 | made between the culti-
8 | Punchapollem ... ... ... woa| 1,04 ,14.‘{ 96,247 81,092 | vation of the present
29 L GO0t er s ivvaieinnniineviinnes 7[}’993 66,223 66,223 season and a prewous
10 | Yadakee..uooovsureemnnenn 777,994 72,955 | 60,229 ordmary year. .
11 | Raidroog... suu wee seveerverennt” 69,221 53,833| 35,907 .
12 | Maduckserah ........... ceeesdl 63,105 60,297 47,304 o '
13 ; Anantapoor ... ... .... eeedons 94,010 92,709 72,695
14 | Pencondah ....cc...oeeenn /oL 70,154 86,815 50,886
‘15 | Codecondah ... ... .....7. ... J. 49,689 57,954 32,670
16 | Taudputry .....coooee louial s - 57,064 64,482 41, 8"0
17 | Dhurmaverum / 1,04,577| 1,05,723 70 48%+
|- , /’ Total......| 183,69,978 12,89,561 10,27,315
y .
- 7
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Letter from Mr. E. MALTBY, 3rd Member of the Board of Rewnue to Government, ‘
dated Bellary, 10z‘h October 1854. o S

I have the honor to report that in obedlence to.the erders conveyed in Extract from Minutes of
Consultation, ‘datéd 9nd ultimo, T reached Bellary on the 16th idem, where I met the Collector and

" the Acting Civil Engineer « of the Division, and am now enabled, after m«king various local inqui-

rles, to offer the following report on the present state and prospects, of the. dlstrlct

2. When the Government directed me to proceed on this mission, the Collector had expressed
his fear that, in consequence of the continued drought, it would be necessary to continue giving

, employment to the distressed population at a monthly outlay of four lacs until December next. A
g subsequent fall of ram, which was reported to the Board of Revenue by the Collector on the 4th

September, enabled some of the dry lands to be sowri, and advantage was taken of this opportunity /
and of some showers which had previously falleri i a- few favored localities to reduce the number
of persons employed on the famine reads, and Tower the wages paid to them; Thus, while ixi July
the .numbers eémployed fluctuated between 96,000 and 100, 000, and the outlay amounted to

'Rupees 2,86,314; the number to Whom'{ employment was given in September was d‘mxmshed to

63,000, and the expenditure of that m@éxth is expected to be within Rupees 1,50, £00.
R The above fall of rain did }(t however, fill the tanks, and permitted the dry lands to be

cultivated only in some talooks. = The weather also continued afterwards dry and unpropitious, and _
- * in consequence of the limited éxtent of cultivation, and the uneasiness which was felt for the early

crops on the ground, prices which had shown a tendency to decline rose to their former helght and

the apphcants for emplfj‘ment on the charity roads again increased in number.

. The cultivatior{ returns up to the end of August the Iatest: date to which thzy have been

fully !'egﬂvmfbl?e the, followmg result S <

. Assessment of lands cultw&ted up to the end of August

oo e

N

It will thus "fe observed that there is a general deficiency, and that the northern and centra,l
talOOkS. whzch/ formed the principal scenc of distress in the early part of the year, continué to

X
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. __want ?f plaps and estimates,+ and although in a few mst‘mccs this difficulty does not exist, the
. eattle have so’ cxfenqively perished, that carriage is not prﬂcumhle for carrying the material
necessury for masonry worka. The Togmbudra river Pha,nnbls also canmot be cleared and
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exhibit an unpromising. state, In the Camunmcn* of Ee]lary water beramc searee, the zzrmt Mn?

continued completely dry, and the surrounding. plains of fine ‘black soil -remained’ unsown: A
A ¥ .

.r'uport written by the Senior Assistant Collector on the 15tk ultimo, after personpl Inspect

ghows, that waeen.BcHary and Patacottacheroovoo, near Gooty, a distance of 40 mxlreif On;
v50 acres of the regur ot black land have been brought uader tillage. In the sub.divi ‘ }“"'
the wet cultxvatxon erecxally uqder the grvat t.inks xs much below the av«,rm“ ot ale,

5. T}he month cf ‘~e1 sty uosed thercfore under cxrr*umstance;, to cause” muuh anxiet
prices remained at a famine height.". Cultn’atlon was g third below its ordinary extent, while th};
advanced period of the seasor, and the" great loss of ploughing cattle, created doubts how far it
could be subsequently Uuulcd on, and reports from the talooks. showcd that the growing cmps‘;
\.wers in imminent danger from the continued: lro‘nght ¥am ’ohdnkful to say that a fall of rain,
in- the first week of October, bas brightened this unpromising nro«rpnct The Moongaree, -or early
crop, Bay now be rcgard«’ as safe, and if the. north-aast monsson should hereafter prove favorable |
the distress in the dist¥ict will gmdually abate, though). meanwhile; it will be necessary to furnish -
the poorer cIaswﬂ with means of _support until the close M‘ the year, by continuing to give tht;m
employment on Public Works, under the dis seretionary powcr vested in the Collcctnr by the Order-|
of Goverpment, dated 25th .-uly last, and the low rate of wa rm now paid i3 a guarantee that none ‘
but persons in actual ‘distress wzl] %eL this method of subsmteu(’c.

"

- 6. But I trus, thae. s Lumbers emplmed ou the charity roLLd;\WIH be n now reduced’ to some’
eﬂen{; instead of becmmwr larger,.ag wis feared, until the prescat valu“abiﬂ showers. Pttrtlahuy
- for qnmuitur al pursuits,’and the incitevient of high pnceg will lead thh: ryots to cultivate their
lands wherever: poscﬁi}e ;nfl when their flelds are sown, tney will be able to obtain loans or other |
pnvate assistance. I the scason continues Favorable, they wil
the price of grain thounh the markets will continue high, mfm téc Z;pf:):fzil m!i;:;:t, l;,sy ;2:“113:; 1
But there will still be a large numbsr of people who. utyst perish or swok subsistence in pd;.l:(;p]
nnless support is afordéd t}wm until tho close of the year, when thehm -vest will furnish empic,ymcnt
as well as make foed Ic.sa» “dear. ", Villages with their lasds sLlll untilled and stre wed with the . j
*bones of the wad caitle, and’ erowds eager for employmcnt an 'ﬂlo roads at rates averaging only )
- Rupees 2'per mensem, when (,]wlum, the common food, is Rupees 241 per garce, or 13 Madras | :
seérs per Rupee in Bellary, demcnstmte this necessity, and show from whgt. dword,er and calamity 2

the hbeml measures of Govemment hflve Intherto relieved the *districs.

n . g
-

i,

S Antmpatm ther(-mre, the nee cssw_» of evpennhuw surng Varymg irom 1to 1k ]ZL»: or
mensem in employing the people during the 'nonms of October, November, and December, 1 have
given attention to the question of the mauner Ln which their Iabor can be turned to best. account,
and am of opinion that the large crowds should coﬂtllme to be employed in finishing and oxtending
the roads now in progress. . New irrigation works™ ¢ould not be immediately undertaken from a

improved at this season when the frcqhes prevail, and the constructxém of roads forms, thereforc the
prineipal means of employmg tam people. - Eortunately, itisa de@crlpmon of work which supplies
“the most erying want of the district, and on which large masses of untrained laborers can be
emp]o; ed mth comparative ° ,1c1hty ‘ o - o ‘

'S, But if the e\peut\,d rains of the north-e ast monsoon ~hould again" fml the dlstxe% wx}l
- be so great as to render it necessary to afford aid to the people bevond Decembpr- and tl’ﬂ‘lkh this
calamity may, I trust, be sparo d it scems arI\'x~'\‘r)'e to be prepared for it bka’"amnm prmec*s y
for works to improve the c"ndmon of the (h:tl'l(’t» I¢ it.showld wnhappily® J)e neCessary to !
(ontmue "wmfr employmcnt to the pcc,pltu, these worLs conld then-be 1mmedzatc‘ﬁ'v lmmrtal\en ’

, . . [ B S

. Toao
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and, under any circumstances, T trust ‘that they will be gradually carried out: as the publi®

" ginarices and the available means of superintendence permit, with a view to prevent or mitigate

the consefuences of future \mﬁworable seasons, and raise the district from its present. backward

‘and depressed state. The works o which I allude are divisible into the two classee of works

‘of internal communication and irrigation.

9. At the head of the 1st class the proposed ra,llwfxy to conuecb Bellary with the Prcmdenuy

ig to be placed, and it appears most 1mportant that no delay should oceur in deciding whether the

line is to be taken through Cuddapa.h or Bangalore, and in commencing the work ; but my duty
here seems hmxted to bringing the subject to the notlce of Govcrnmenu

) 10 Ordmary roads, ‘some of the lst and others of the 2nd and 3rd claqses to
open the disirict add to connect its principal towns with each other and with the adja-
. - cent countries form the next desideratum ; and as the official

;w:x gllr;:al §2§&§e?s%pir:‘n§a£§t;algz records* oblige me to point out that this large province
November 1853. o with an area ‘of 13,000 square miles and a. population of
1,229,599 souls possessed, until the present year no arched-

’ bmdaes and nn‘y 13 mxles of made road, the greatness of its” wants will be immediately

apparent It requires no arguments to show that under such a disadvantage no, district

an advance in prosperity. and civilization, and the want of roads is peculiarly felt in
Bellzu'y, in consequence of the great distance which 1ts produce has to traverse, and the naturc
of the soil which becomes impassable for wheeled - conveya,nce after any rain. The lines of road
undertaken this year, to give employment to the destltute population, will therefore prove of most
important benefit; but they are still unbridged, and require some extcnsion to complete their use-
fulness. A comprehensive project for'this purpose has been pr’-‘pa,red by the Acting’ Civil Engi-
neer, and forwarded to the Board of TRevenue in the Department Public Works. Licutenant

" Walker ealculates that the outlay: reqmreu to finish the roads in Bollary and Kurnool (omitting

bmdvcs over such large rwcrs as'the, Pennaur, Huggry, and Hindry,) is 144t lacs, and that the
work could be satisfactorily executed in four years under the
tOf this sum, 11 msmy be takon for - present superintending establishment. The clearness and

Belleye T - completeness of Licutenant Walker’s letter induces me to lay
a copy of it at once before the Government, accompanied by a map of the Bellary District, in
which the various roads prOJécted and in progress are marked and as the importance of these
n‘es’qr is unquestionable, and the wants of the district arc clear,
Kérﬁ?% gﬁﬁ;;;i}ll “‘gﬁg,;f,};""gﬂ;‘;ﬁ 1 trust that the exccution of the scheme, including 2 bridge over
hur, and Dharwar. - the Muggry at- Purmadavenhully, may be found practicable
' o ‘within no distant period. The amount’ of the requisite outlay
is doubtlessly great, but this is explained by the large arca of the provmue aud its entire want of
roa,ds until the pregent year.

11. Among the roads now in progress, one hne§ leads
? Au estimato for this line hetween g0 Rellary to the Toombudra river, on the western boundary

"Bellary and Humpasaugur amounting to
Rapeos 28,744, was sancrioned by Govern- of the district, and it scems to me of great importance: that-a

mext, on $0ih Octobes 1531 cart road, practicable in all weathers, ghould be continued

thence through the ‘Dharwar limits to the Canara frontier near Malghi, whence there is a,lrea,dy.
a good road, vid Sirsi, and the Nedlacoend or Devamanny ghauts to the seaport of Coomptah, an
outlet would thus be afforded for the produce of Bellary, especially its cotton which is now calcu-

lated to be increased in price 20 per cent. by the cost of conveyance and salt, while various other
articles might be brought from the coast in return. The best line for this road through the Dhar-
war territory, appears to be by the trading towns of .Iavanoor and Havaree, but I have requested
the opinion .of the Acting Cw.l Engmecr Who has much local knowledge, and on receiving hm
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reply will again bring forward the subject in the. hope that Government may deem the pro,]ect
of sufficient 1mportance to request the co- operatxon of .the Bomabay Government tn carrymw it into
executlon -

12. 'Before quitting the sub_]ect of roads, it may be allowed me to illustrate their striking
advantage by the instance of the line recently made from Bangalore, vid Toomkoor, Seerah, and
Heeriore to the Bellary frontier at Herahall, within 13 miles of the town of Bellary. This road is
thoroughly bridged and has been of incalculable benefit, in the present disastrous year, by enabling
the surplug grain of Mysore to be brought in carts to relieve the scarcity in Bellary. If pack
builocks had continued to be the only means of conveyance, the scarcity of forage would have pre.
vented any considerable quantity of grain being introduced, and the distress caused by the failure
of the monsoon would have thereby received a fearful augmenta.tlon

13.  On the subject of the irrigation works of the district, and their improvement and exten«~
sion, I have had the advantage of perusing a detailed report of Major Henderson, besides commum-
cating personally with the Collector and Lieutenant Walker, the present Officiating Civil Lngmeer
In the 87th and the following paragraph of that report, Major 1lenderson observes, ‘¢ the district

* of Bellary is almost bountifully supplied with rivers and tributary streams for the irrigation of
‘¢ its soils.  1f certainly does not possess the advantages inherent to a district situated at the
‘delt(z of an important river, or on the sea coast, but it contains within itself all _the: essential
¢ elements of prosperity. The rivers and streams which intersect it mlght be taken advantage of
“ to a much larger extent than now for the supply of works of irrigation.”
. T o L} .

14. Inthis paper Major Henderson: observes, that the revenue derived from the principal
works of irrigation, or from works meldmg each upwards of Rupees 500, amounts only to Rupees
5,68,320, while the la.nas dependant upon them,. .according to the Ayacut Accounts, ought toyield
an additional six lacs, assummg a similar dxspamty in the. minor irrigation works between the
cultivation and ayacut. Major Henderson argues that the total nunujah revenue of the district A
ought to exceed its hresent amount, Rupees 11,35,369, by twelve lacs, and that allowing four lacs

-for land which, from various causes, has become unfit for tillage, Government now: loses eight lacs ~

of Rupees annually, from the xneﬁectxve state of the irrigation works.

15. On referring, howexer to the Collcctor I find that Major Henderson omitted to deduct
from the Ayacut beriz the25 per cent. remission allowed by Sir Thomas Munro’s Order in 1822
which at onee reduces the loss attributed 4o the disrepair of 1rr1gatxon works from twelve lacs to
six, and part of the remainder is owing to the uncertainty of season which in this district subjects
the Nunjah cultivation to continual variation. The fomner Collector, Mr. Robertson, paid particular
attention to the repair of the old, and the formation of new tanks, and Mr. Pelly is of opinion that
the lands under these reservoirs are now cultivated, as far as the annual supply of water permits.
With respect, howevef, to the river channtels, especially those leading from the Toombudra anicuts,
the Engineer and Revenue Officers are of opinion that great 1mprovemenu might be made. From
being unprovided with head slmccs, they are subject to continual injury in high freshes, and Major
lenderson records in his diary that they suffered much damage in the storm of May 1851, Culti- -
vation is now checked by the yearly necessity of clearing them out, which operation entails cmsld-
erable expense, and is only 1mpcrfeotly performed, and the stdate of all these channels appeaxs to
require a thorough and skilful examination ; but the weakness of the Civil Enginecr’s Department,
and the weight of duty now devolving upon it render§ this impracticable without some additicnal
aid. The length of the Toombhudra channels is 100 miles, and the average annual e\:pcndxture
upon them amounts to Rupees 13,000 ; but numerous channels from the othe* rivers. also require the
improvement of masonry heads and sluices.

¢
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16 The construction of “new ifrigation works forms the next subJect of . conmdcratmn, and -
mens a most encouraging prospect for the amelioration of a province which requires 8o much-
improvement in its general condition, as well as prctcctlon against the vicissitudes of season. The
capabilities of its rivers are generally admitted, and it is an object of the utmost importance, in a
district so exposed to long periods of drought, to store the water which they bring in season of flood,
and turn it to agricultural use. The principal river, the Toombudra, which is also the most
vﬂﬁable stream from its perennial flow of water, has now nine anicats used for irrigation. But
there are also-the remains of three anicuts at. Moodulhutta Soogoor, and Munchala, which, in the

of these anicuts are supposed to have been commenced under the former Hindu Government, and

to have been left in an unfinished state, in consequence of political disturbances. Regardmg the
" one at Mutcheala, Major Henderson has recorded that itis in fau' order, and principally wants an”

irrigation channel.

17. The next largest riv rers are the Pennaur and the Huggry, and although they have not a
flowing stream in the dry season like the Toombudra, their freshes bring down large. volumes of
water which it is the more important to storc ‘hy means of anicut and reservoirs, because these
rivers flow through a barren part of the district, which s pecghgr]y exposed to suffer from
drought, and is now in a baclgward~ and unsatisfactory state. Respecting that * most favourably
“ gituated river the Huggry,’ * Major Henderson observes, ¢ for the whole of its-course in the.
<« Bellary District (100 miles) it.ought to'be considersd -as the main 1rugatlon channel of tho
¢ plains through which it flows, the construction of four or five anicuts across itebed, with the
“ necessary auxiliary works, would change the character of the district and-diffuse happiness and
¢ plenty, where there is now but misery and starvation, and this could be accompllshed by the
*¢ judicious cxpenditure of five lacs of Rupﬂes L

"18. The Pennaur has been already sufficiently examined to ascertain that suitable places for
the construction of anicuts are to be found at Hindoopoor, in the Pencondah Talook, and at Roddum,
when water could be taken to supply the great Anantapoor and Singunnalah tanks. Several minor
rivers, the Chithravathy, the Hindry, the Chinna Huggry, &ec.,”might also be turned to valuable
use, in the opinion of Major Henderson and Lieutenant Walker, but the overwhelming duties
which devolve on the Civil Engineer and his limited establishment in this extensive division,
have prevented detailed plans being prepared, and my object on this occasion is less to bring
forward specific works of improvement than to notice the general capabilities of the- district, in the
hope that Government may be enabled to detach an Enginecr Officer on the special duty of exammin-
ing its rivers and streama and preparing plans for i unplovmg its limited and defective irrigation:

19. There is, however one work projected by the Actmg Cwﬂ anmeer "Lieutenant W'xlker
for which I would carnestly solicit the early sanction of - Government. Itis for the construction
of an anicut across the Huggry to supply the Kunnakul'tank, and irrigate a large area of land in
the Raidroog Talook, at a cost of Rupees 88,092-9-4, according to 4 detailed estimate recently for-
warded to the Board of Revenue, Department Public Works. The Rmdroo" Talock, which was
formerly highly prosperous, has fallen off in its cultivation and revenue to a striking extent, and
a glance at the map which accompanies this letter will show the importance of introducing fertility
and industry into & central part of the district, where drou"ht and barrenness now prevall

20. In support of my 19Lommendatlon for/the services of an extra Engineer Officer to ald in
planning the -irrigation works necessary to ‘raise the district from its depressed state, I beg to
refe
measure. In his report of the 21st November last, paragraph 120, Major ITenderson observes
¢ When it is considered that I am the only Engineer Officer in the Bellary District, and that the
£ dlstncts of Canara and Kurnool are alao placed under my chargc, composing & collective area
N.

&

.opinion of the Local Engineer Officers, might be turned to valuable advantage. .The first and third -’

r to the opinions of the late and the prcsent Civil Engincers, regarding tho neccssity of such a .
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« of 27,000 square miles of territory, it can hardly be expected that much progress should be
“¢ made in the execution of new or important Public Works. Under such circumstances, it is diffi-

¢¢ cult to make head against the annual wear and tear of the works already in operation.” Andin .

“ giving me a, Memorandum suggesting irrigation improvements, Lieutenant Walker observes.
“ The next question arises as to the Agency by which these preliminary investigations can be
*¢ carried out. The Civil Engineer cannot venture to meddle with them, while the general duties of
“ three districts, one very distant from the others, have to be discharged by him with no profes-
“ sional help beyond that afforded by four Revenue Surveyors. The nature of Canara work at
¢¢ present is such as absélutely requires the presence of an Engineer accustomed to the tracing of
¢ ghats, and who should have sufficient local knowledge to enable him to determine, with as little
% delay as possible after reaching the spots, certain questions relating to the rivers and harbours
“ of that coast. The sooner the 4wo Districts of Bellary and Canara are divided into separate
¢« charges the better ; neither can be neglected with impunity, and either is enough to eccupy a Civil
‘¢ Engineer’s time fully with a competent Assistantin Kurnool, an Assistant for the Road Depart-
““ ment exclusively, and two Executive Assistants for irrigation works already in hand ; one more
" <« Enginecr Assistant would be required to devote his time exclusively to the investigation of
““ jrrigation projects, the Civil Engincer himself not being liable to be called off to Canara.”

21. The projects for i‘rriwation improvements, which have been thus far alluded to, are con-

fined to works within the limits of this district, but. it appears proper to offer a few remarks on a
scheme which occurred, I understand, to the Chief Engineer Colonel Cotton, for connectmg the
Toombudra with th® Huggry and Pennaur rivers by a canal, to be used for purposes of navigation as
well as irrigation. On consulting Lieutenant Walker, the Acting Civil Engineer- of this Division,
upon the project, 1 find him of opinion, that the Toombudra would furnish sufficient water if the

supplies brought by its high freshes were retained in large reservoirs. These reservoirs would

have to be formed in the Nuggur country, as a sufficient command of ground could not be obtained
for the canal, unless it was brought from the Toombudra as high up as Hurryhur, It would be

necessary, therefore, to make a very extensive inquiry before commencing a work of this mzwmtude, :
besides obtaining the co- -operation of the Mysore authorities, within whose territory the reservoirs

and a considerable portion of the canal would have to be excavated. Kven if it should be found on
inquiry that physical difficulties could be overcome, the expense might prove an obstacle, and the
" wants of the Bellary District are so pressing that T am of opinion attention should first be given to
‘improve its internal irrigation by repairing the three ineflective anicuts in the Toombudra, and
eonstructing other dams, with the necessary auxiliary works, across the Pennuur and Huggry rivers,
and some of the minor streams ‘'at those places where their water can be turned to advantage. After
thus taking measures to guard the district against drought, the practlcablhty of Colonel Cotton’s

1mp0rtant scheme might be carefully ex'xmmed

22, In a continuation of this report, I propose noticing the pressure of the famme in the
“district during the past year ; the result of the liberal measures of Government in affording the
people relief ; the expenditure incurred on ‘this account ; the arrangements under which employment
was given, and the nature of the work performed. As these details will still occupy me a short
time, T deemed it advisable not.to delay reporting on the prospects of the scason, and the outlay
which will now be apparently necessary to give the poorer classes subsistence until the end of the
year, when the first crop will come into market and moderate the present distress. I was also

anxious to lay at once before Government my suggestions for the permanent imprévement of the -

district in order that if this monsoon should unhappily fail, the intended works may be in train
for execution, and have the addltlonal advantage of giving the people employment during a time of
ﬁcarmty and distress.

3. At present the dlsmct is not in that state which the Government would desire
to sre, and which ite. capabilities admit of. A want of roads has isolated it from the adjoin-
T , .

%
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ing provinces, and placed its agricultural and genéral industry under heavy disadvantages ;
and unless the scantiness of its a,nnual rains is remedied by taking- admnt’we of the rivers which
providentially intersect it, drought, thh ‘its fatal consequences to the inhabitants and their farming
stock, must be periodically e';pected The- ‘measures now proposed by me are the early construc-
tion of the intended rallway the consideration of the Acting Civil Engineer’s scheme for complet-
ing and bridging the lines of roads commenced- during the late distress, in order that authority

| may be given for proceeding to complete them with the- aldpf' the present superintending establish-
ment, when it is no longer necessary to employ tne peoplei. 3m motives of charity ; the immediate

execution of the estimate for an anicut across the Huggry river at Kanacul, in the Raidroog
talook, and the appointment of an Engincer Officer, for the special duty of examining the rivers,
and preparing estimates for improving and multiplying the present irrigation works. I feel
confident that the measures here advocated would conduce no less to thc inerease of the pubhc
revenues than to the pr osperlty and happiness of thc province.

24, . After the main lines of road now in progrésé and under pr‘oposal have been completed,

it will be of great importance to maintain an establishment to keep them in order and execute the

annual repairs which the traffic upon them and the effects of the monsoon mms will render indis- -
pensible. But I do not now enter into this subject, because the Actmg Civil Engineer has
already brought it before the Board of Revenue, Department, Public W orks, and such arrangements
as bave been allowed for the' conservancy of main lines of road in other parts of the Presidency
will doubtless be sanctioned on this occasion. With reference, however, to the minor or village
and talook roads of this district, I beg to .offer one remark. The discretionary Road fund’ at the
Collector’s command has been lately raised from Rupees 650 to Rupees 2,500 per annum, but
this latter sum is inadequate to the wants of an extensive province in which there is so much to
be done in improving the communications between the talook cusbahs,and giving access from the
chi ef villages.and towns to the main lincs of road now under construction, which, without such
feeders, would lose much of their value. I am, therefore, of opinion that a sum of not less than
Rupees 10,000 shpuld be placed annually at the command of the local authorities for the purpose,
of which Rupees 3,000 might form the Collector’s discretionary fund, and Rupees 7,000 be
expended, with the approval of the Board pf Revenue, upon 1mprovements suvgested by the Collee-

- tor and Civil Engineer in consultatlon

25, The state of the astessment in the Goollem talook, to which my attentlon was ca]lcd
in Extract from Mmutes of Consultatxon dated 5th ultimo, will form the subject of a separate :

letter.

4

Extract from a Report of szl E’ngmecr Major HENDEPSON ¢. B., On the Public
Works in the Bellary. District, dated 2lst November 1803

Para. 88. Ifitbe rxcknowlcdged that the district is impoirerished, and that its people are’
more barbarous in comparison with other districts, the cause of -this is not to be sought for in
thiemselves, but in the circumstances under which they have been placed. ' Shut out from intercourse
with other countries, highly taxed, exposed to famine and drought, and flood dnd pestilence, without

_’;adequate public measures being taken for averting these constantly recurring evils, it is not

surprising that both the people and the district should deteriorate. This state of thmfrq is to be
regretted, but the capabilities of the district are great, and it is only nccessary that a liberal

* portion of its surplus revenuc should be applied to the construction of works of irrigation and the
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e e top it ! _equal degree of rospef’it _ with the more favored districts
 formation of roajtis 0 1:al;‘eh:}rti(:{:’1’-1; Z;l(xl str::;ms. whi};h ip’terZect it might be taken advantage of
dear by e PI‘GSlueI;CY; th;'n' ﬁcw exists for the supply of works of irrigation, and though consider-
‘o amuch' largefr :: . untr a.re' covered with cotton/s‘()il, gravel, suitable for the formation of
e i : corall yobtainable at a depth of from one to three yards below the surface. The
exce} lent ;oadg,fl stien:oun‘zry and the almost totalabsence of trees on its surface .is attributable
sterte &SPGCth? f: te so favorable to-road making, N otwithstanding these great advantages, how-
' genemny;'o: ‘lst ?: s’till wanting in eve’;jthing that can make a country prosperous, or raise a people
- oen, fe e 1;10 bicet poverty, to & ‘state of comparative happiness and comfort. Irrigation, as
: - i:hedrm')fh ta};ej ca s,bilities’ of the district, is defective to a great degree.. Roads, there are
7’°°mpa"fe i f thpe pame. - There certainly are’ tracks through some parts of the district
'?n:ziegejzz‘;;gf&foe‘milk bush hedges, but from want of bridges and drains these trz‘icks are d'ivid-
‘ ed into isolated portions by the rivers that interse'ct 1.:hem., At .prfzs.e?nt there 1is not.‘a smglz
arched bridge available for travellers throughout t}3e district, thoug.h 1t is mtersecteg. by rlvef"s an
streams in -every direction. The district is actually locked up {irom.the gurrounding pro‘w;ncest,‘
d without means either for export of its produce, or for the mtroductlop of Europf;an articles 0.
an vi“ ‘ - commerce. It is also avoided, as much as possible, by Euro-.
Kote.~This enbject seems fo de:::gg pean travellers from the want of those conveniences possessed
‘ z;tel?;f:nf; %%:ugfsgict :Jmf?l;)rropean by other districts. DBungalows exist upon three lines only,
- visitors. but others are greatly required ; on one of thege lines, between
. o Bangalore and Bellary, although bungalows have been erected,
'tﬁé road being‘alﬁms.t‘ fmpracticable for carts, is quidefi l.)y.trave!lef-s who preferring rea.ching
Bellary by the new line to Bangalore, all of which lies \znbl}m the, l.mnts of the Mysorfe territory,
_with the'exception of thirteen miles within the Bellary District. This answers for reaching Bellary

- only, but here the traveller to the northward must stop, from want of either roads or bungalows.

Letter from Lieuteﬁant G WWALKER, | Acting Oivil Engineer, 8rd Division, to Captain
" J. H. BELL, Seccretary to the Board of Revenue, Department Public Works, dated
' 3rd June 1854, No.827. . , |

- 1. The Vac‘companying copy -pf a letter to.my address from the Collector of Bellary, under date
' the 27th May, will serve as an introduction and recommendation to the proposal which I‘have now
the honor to lay before the Board, regarding the completion of the roads commenced in Bellary
and Kurnool Districts, for the relief of the poor.. Itis hoped that the necessity for employing
" the people will soon cease to exist, but the necéssity for opening good communications must
remain ; and the labors of the last few months have formed a nucleus for a system of roads, which
should be worked out, if only to prevent the original outlay from proving unproductive ; and with-

out bridges and drains, or means of keeping them in repair, the roads already fqrmed cannot be |

- brought into proper use, or stand the traffic and bad Wegther of a single yoar.
"2, 1 propose, therefore, that the services of a sufficient number of the Executive Officers and
OAerééers,' now employed on the Bellary and Kurnool roads, be made available for such a term of
. years as mzﬁy‘ probably suffice for the execution of all the main roads thfa,t arc required for the traffic
-~ of a country, their extent and division into road districts being first considered. I proceed to
. give a rough estimate of the time and money to be expended on them. My plan involves the conti-
nued employment of all the Officers now on the works, excepting the two who have been placed at
our disposal by the General Commanding the Division, and of 20 of the Assistant Overseers, each

 Officer to have charge of from 100 to 135 miles with two or three Overseers under him, according to
Lo ’ ' T3
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the extent of his charge. The following list shows their proposed distribution over all the lines it
is desirable to open ; and the accompanying map, colouréd according to districts, will show their
- adaptatious to the wants of the country :— '

. Bruuary Roap Distrers.
No. I.—Allur.

1 Officer—Captain Palmer, and 3 Overseers. ‘
: . Diles.

1. Bellary to Adony*... e .. 45) 130
-2, Madverum to Auspry* o s eee 403 miles.
3. Allur to Kodamur* . 455
No. IL.—Gooty.
1 Officer—Captain Bisset, and 8 Overseers. _
S C ’ Miles.
1. Auspry to Pamudy* . T
2. Gooty to Kurnool frontier  ~ ... e e e 20 138
. 3. Peapully to Banagampully frontier ... ... . .. 28 oo
4. Cuddapah frontier near Yadkee to Goondacul (Nellore and miles.
Bellary road) s o 45 )
No. III.—-;Annantapobr.
1 Officer—Eusign Johnson, and 2 Overseers.
- _ o ' . Iiles.
1. Pamudy te Mysore frontier* . .. 901 135
2. Dumpetta to Coodairy* ... o 453 miles.

No. IV.—Bellary.
1 Officer—Captain Devercux, and 2 Overseers.

o , Miles.
1. [Coodairy to Bellary] ... = .. we e 503 100
2. Goontacul to Bellary . e ver D eee 35%mz’les
3. Herahall to Bellary e e e e e e 16 '
No. V.—Hospett.
1 Officor—Ensign Hankin, and 2 Overseers.
_ ' UMiles.
1. [Bellary to Humpasanger]... .. 60
2. Toranagull to Kamandroog . o 20( 100 .
3. Ramandroog to Hospett ... vee 16 ( miles.
4. [Darojee Branch] ... .. v 7 e e D

No. VI.-—-—Eurpunkﬁlly.

* 1 Officer—Lieutenant Jones, and 3 Gverseers. -

o - Miles.
1. Yettenahully by Soondoor to Koodleghee, Hurpunhully and

Hurryhur - cen e T6{ 125
2. Havanoor on Toombudra to Hurpunhully - .., vee 25 ( miles.
3. Havanoor to Humpasauger through Hooyenhudgally ... e 28 )

LX TN o

o]

Lt
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S LT N .7 4. .« KurnooL Roap DisraicTs,
N -No. I;; Gazoojnufty.

-

"1 Officer—Lieutenant Harrington, and 2 Overseers..

, : dtiles.
1. Maducopoor to Chagulmurry ce o aee w351 440
. 2, Do. to Bauganpully . - . s
3. Do. - to Panesem* ... 20 e
No. IL—Kunool. ~ - - -
1 Officer—Captain Giil, and 2 Overseers.
) ’ . . Miles.
1. Kurnool to Paveum* ... ... 40 100
2. Deo. to Codamoor* cer e miles.
3. Do. to Dhoni frontier ... . ... = .. e e 40 ) mates.

Of these lines, I have marked with star those of which the great mass of earth-work will be
completed by the labor already employed on them. Others there are for which large estimates
have been sanctioned, viz., the roads from Bellary to Coodairy, Humpasauger, Herahall, and
Darojee, marked by brackets. The rest require remark and explanation of the eausé of their

selection.
H

No. 3 in the 2nd Bellary District, and No. 2 of the 1st Kurnool District together form the
direct approach to the Mudy Cunnamah Ghaut from Bellary and Gooty, and in saying that I say
~enough, for the line No. 4 in the 2nd Bellary District is intended to supply a great desideratum of
that country, viz., a direct communication with the coast of Nellore by continuing the line already

sanctioned (in the 2nd Diyisibn) from Nellore by Dorenal Pass to Podatoor, due west through Jum-

malamudgoo and Yadakee to Gooty and Bellary, What with this line, the Trunk Road by Anan-
tapoor, and the railway, the direct Cuddapah line will be entirely superseded ; on which subject,
and the substitution of one bridge over the Pennaur at Chicnnedr, for three over the Penuaur, the

‘Chithravathy, and the Paupagnee, I hope the Civil Engineer, 2nd Division, has already laid my views

before the Board.

Dumpetta to Coodairy (No. 2 of 3rd District), and Coodairy to Bellary (No. 1 of 4th)
are a portion of the Trunk Road from Madras, and as Rupecs 57,400 are already sanctioned for
expenditure on the latter half, it is high time to bring forward a point which I consider of the
utmost importance as connected with it; I mean the site for a bridge across the Huggry
river. That stream running due north and south divides the district into halves, the
communication between which, when the river is down, is totally suspended. The roads from
Hydrabad, Kurnool, Cumbum, Nellore, Cuddapah, and Madras all cross it at present at three
points, of which Mokay and Roopungeody are 15 miles apart, and Purmadavenhully is mid-
way, 7} miles distant from either. In my opinion one bridge at the latter place will suit all
those lines of traffic perfectly, at the cost of a very moderate circuit to the upper and lower lines
of road; and it will be of more value to the traffic of the country than any similar work that
could be named in the division. I urgently beg that some attention may be paid to this subject,

NoteThe Acting Cisil Engincer and and orders passed upon it, authorizing the diversion of Adony
Superintendent of Roadaare planning the - and Anantapoor roads to the best.bridge site' near Purmada-
gtlg:?}lﬁe O;fr:;lsqe: “"i‘;’ﬁi":‘&'o‘f’iﬁfxﬁ‘; venhully, Indeed it would he etcellent poliey to authorize
2;25‘;“52;‘5 };’;fn ;2 St‘ff‘:feb:}:'; gg tﬂ‘;‘;f_oa collection of materials for a bridge at that site when deter-
posed Lridgo. o mined, in anticipation of & plan and esimate for its construction

being forwarded. . ‘
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Torungull to Ramandroog (I¥o. 2 of 5) is meant in substitution of the direct road to Bellary,
for which the estimates are now before the Board. It involves a.considerable reduction from their
amount, as it 1s only seven milea from thtenahullv to the Dharwar road, while the distance of new
road, proposed from Yettenahully to Bellary, is 22 miles; one of the bungalows, moreover,
which were asked for on the road to Ramandroog from Bellary will not be required when the
Corting buno'alow on the Dharwar road becomes available for the first stage ; all the people
acquainted with the district or the droog, that I have consulted on - thit subject, ‘arc so unanimons

4

- a8 to the proposed change of line, that L am surprised it was not recommended long ago. -

The communication between the western talooks and ‘Bellary being almost entirely cut
off by the Ramanamala hills, two of the lines composing Road District No. 6, have, partly for their
object, the remedying of this defect by their conveyance from the Mysore and Dharwar frofiticrs
at Hurryhur and Havanoor to Hurpunhully, and their continnance thence through Koadleghee and
the Soondoor valley to Yettenahully before mentioned: They will be useful feeders to the import-
ant roads leading through the Nuggur and Dharwar countries to the Canara ports below the
Agoomby and Dewamunny ghauts, a small branch from Humpasauger to Havanoor completes the rvad
cxrcmt :

The total length of main roads provided for in this scl.eme is for Bellary 720 ml]cs and
for Kurnool 200 miles, and less. than these will not compose anything like a complete eystem,
adequate to the wants of the districts. Till estimates are prepared along the whole of the lines
it would be impossible to give a correct idea of the entire cost, ‘but perhaps an appronmahon to

' the amount may be made by a calculatwn like the following t— o,
Estimafe._'

) v : ‘ RS,

8 Officers, ©at Re. 200 ... .. ceee e o 1,600

8 Writers, at ,, 80 .. .. .. v 940

20 Overseers, . at ,, 60 .., o we e - 1,200

90 Maistries, at ,, 30 ... . 600

20 Cooly Mais tues, at Rs 13 ... . .. e ‘9260
1 Clerk of the works attar;hed to the Civil Engiuneer, e 100 -
Superintendence per month ... e e ae e 400

v Supposing each Overseer to get through Rupees 1,000 work of -
~bridge and drain work per month. Then labor and materials
monthly vee e e e 20 000

And for repairing and gradually bmngmw roads into order fifty
permanent trained Coolies to each Overseer, at 4 Rupeeseach per
month, gives earth work 20 x 5 x 4, or . 4,000

Total monthly expenditure, . .. . e 28,000

'

or say Rupees 30, 000 at whxch rato allowing Rupees 1 ‘500 a mlle average for the roads and lesger
bridges (excludmg such streams as the. Huggry, Pennaur, and Hindrg), 46 months, or say four years,
would furnish the country with good communications, at a cost of about 14} lacs. ', I may be much -
out as regards the sum,total, and time of getting through the work, but I-cannot be far wrong in
recommending an outlay of about 84 lacs a year until the 920 miles are completed. The money,
can hardly be expended more quickly with discretion in the first year or two, but as people are raised
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for the work by yood pay and constant employ, and the Superintendents and their Subordinates
get more, i fact, at their duties, the expenditure may be quickened to advantage, and with a saving

of the cost ¢ superintendence.

I intend to proceed nest week on a tour of inspection of the roads from the Hydrabad
grontier downto that of Mysore, and afterwards to complete my acquaintance with those of the western
talooks ; as seon also as the Surveyors of the division are at liberty from other work, I shall have
sections of all rivers and pla‘ns and estimates of bridging them sent in. In the meanwhile, I trust
we shall regeive the support of the Board to the proposed mecasures, and, through their recoramen-
dﬁtiou, permission to commence the necessary arrangements for organizing a permanent Road

Department as soon as the present temporary works for relief of the poor are happily broug ht to
an end. ' . * '
. ’ * . '

N

Letter fro
, (doted Bellary District, Gooty, 13th November 1854).

S
In cont ation of my report of the 10th ultimo, I have the honor to address you on the
following two branches of the énquiry entrusted to me,—1s¢, the extent to which the failure of

* the rains iu the past year caused distress and pregsed upon the resources of this district; and,

2ndly, the - 3sult of ‘the measures which have been taken to give employment to the suffering

people.  ° .
2. TheJate Fusli 1263 was marked by a sudden and complete cessation of the North-East
monsoon at an unusually early period before the erops on the dry lands were brought to maturity,
and-the tarks and irrigation channels had received their customary supply. The early eultivation
had also bee' ! previously impeded by the scantiress of the showers in June and July. The grain
harvests wer in consequence universally deficient, and prices rose to a height which caused muck

distress throfxghout the Presidency, and induced Government to undertake public works for the -

employment Jf the poorer classes in many districts.

3. The failure of the monsoon was most conspicuous in Bellary, and, unfortunately, this

province had sustained previous disasters which diminished its means of meeting a deficient harvest.

The damage done to its great tanks and other irrigation works by the storm of May 1851, had

. . . . 1262 . ..
only just been repaired ; and in Fusli TQE;‘s the erops were extensively injured by unseasonable

falls of rain. In his Jummabundy Report for that year the Collector observed,—‘¢ In some res-
pectsthe season wasan extraordinary one, inasmuch as heavy rain fell in Janﬁary, some in February
- and March, which was unseasonable and injured the crops very much on the ground and caused
some alarm.””  The rains in September and October also were too abundant, * causing considerable
damage by-the bursting of tanks and overflowing of rivers.” The cholum crop, which furnishes
the principal food of the district, was especially injured by the unusual fall of rain in January,
when that produce is ready to be rcaped; and the extent to which the general harvest fell shorg
becaine afterwards apparent in the small stock of old grain which the district contained, to aid
in supplying the wants of the following disastrous year (1263) to which this report relates.

4. The registers of rain kept in the different talooks* show that the average of the fall

. Bella throughout the district was only 9} inches in Euslee 1263,
Allont\'fyt. . ~ while it had been 28} inches in the preceding years. In the
gzgg}fgo Hom. *  most favored talooks (Kodecondzh) in'the southern froutier,
poay. i the fall did not exceed 16 inches, while in the six talooks where

. the greatest distress arose it averaged only 6} inches,decreasing
in some instances to 3} inches, - As pluviometers have only recently been introduced into the

|

| Mr. E. MALTBY, Member of the Board of Revenue, to @overnment, .

-Government furnished them with c/l{lployment on the reads and other public works.
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: Inches, *  Centums, Collector’s Department, I obtained from the Garrison Hospital
. 1841 “ 22 . .. B

‘at Bellary a copy of the rain register for the last 13 years '
igig - ’13 — 43 from which I have extracted the marginal* statexgent showm.g
%gﬁ A lzs - gg ‘ greatly the fall from June to December, upon which the a%x;-
1846 -~ 19 ‘%3 cultural operations of the district depend, was belq\y the ordi-
}gig o ig - 18 nary amount in the year under rgview. T
igé?): C %g - Gg 5. This marked failure of the monsoon  caused e:(v)*li
1851 . 14 - % alarm, and in his letter to the Board of Revenue, date(! 20
}ggg - ‘32 s Deccmber last, the Collector reported that the harvest in the

entire district could only be expected to yield #sths of an ordinary crop, while in the six t;dool:’sl
which I have already specified as the chief scene of the distress, the yield ?ould not be calqui:t:
at more than %ths. The Collector further represented that the price of grain had al;‘«*ad%'ddou ¢ ;
that the ryots were beginning to emigrate with their eattle, and_h thay the poorer orders xr;zfs,
starve or seek subsistence in pillage when their present small stock of food was exhausted, un ¢S
6. As the season advanced Ao change took place to brighten this gloomy picturt : the early
‘ T ‘ - months of this ycar passed se eptirely without raint that grass
Ga:'ﬁ;)cz?g::e]:sl :};enl:lﬁ:;y(r;fﬁ;ﬁ;;&? and forage of every description fazled, and the r5:ot§ hag t.o
zot a drop o} rain foll from Ist January  gugtain a new and most heavy loss in the destruction of t eir
:ﬁeﬂﬁfﬁﬁy"i{ép{ﬁﬁ ezi“’ogalée;?fcfgfﬁ _cattle which, in the dry talooks especially, for.m the m_am
T o v g, nches: [ otober portion of their wealth and are essential to their prosperity.
oty T rehes B ' " ' Mr. Pelly calculates that one-third} of: the cattle throughout
1 Or 250,190 head which, at prices 'y} district have perislied, and this computation appears to me
:::F,,‘,z%oérf:; I;? II);;;%I:S 1§?57%%2%1-vé . moderate, 28 the Mysore authoriticsle‘stimated the loss m(thatv
territory on a similar scale, although the season was there less unfavourablc’.‘ : .I]n the‘ no{x:‘the:in ani .
cenytral talooks of this district, which consist of plains of the cotton or black s:01 ,~afnchsu Ie:el r;\o?
from the drought, it would not, Ibelicve, exceced the truth to sa'y that four—ﬁ{ﬂtls (? . t’ ¢ c:; tdelc j]m 4
perished. In some villages they have entirely disappeared: and in the towns the loes cxt((‘ir{li( e. ,0 he
more wealthy members of the community in consequence of the difficulty of obtaining fodder:even at

unprecedented prices. Besides the direct loss of cepital which thus fell upon the ryots, this cala-

- mity tended to raise the markets by increasing the difficulty and expense of importing grain from

other districts and creating an impression that the cultivation f)f the ensuing season Woulc}1 neces-
garily be limited in extent, and had thus an unfavourable effect in augm_exztmg the g'renehral 1stre’ss(.1
7. The-pfcssure of the famine upon the people, as s.ho\.vu in :the prices of gr:ur'lf ’—as o;cupn;
my attention ; and although the official lists published periodically in the .‘Fort St (reolgfa .aze .e
have made Government acquainted with the state of the markets in .th!s and other slllstrmtsh,.;;
seems ﬁroper that I should offer a few remarks on the subject. Premxsmg that cholum is thec :e
food of the people in the northern and central talooks where the scarcity pressed mosf; severe 1};,
and raghy in the southern, I [ind from a Statement sent to the Board of Reverue on the

1st November 1852, and from the Collector’s Report upon the commutation rates of the district,

dated 22nd November 1853, that the average prices of the principel grains duri_ng tbe ten years,

from 2251 to 1209" were as follows :—

oM 53 0 TBEY

’ CooLTY 0%

Pappy, CroLux, R'A.GHY. : TIORSE GEAM.
Mea- AMea | . Mea- Per o Mea- | The  easure here
.| sures | Per garce. | sures |Per garce. | sures |Per garce. | sures | sy,aed to, is the one

e ;::R' & per K. per R. Per B! i1 ugo at Madras.
R, AL . B AL } "R, A, l ' "B. A,
Average prico ... 85 8 | 88 | 85 9 | 39 | 7815 z a2 | 98 & | 34
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“Fn Bellary Hhe priics dietng fho ena o ’ . .
: flary, fown, the prices during the present year have risen fo thé height shiwn in th
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istten . rortent im‘(?_ 1}?|i:‘:,lgg‘¢zil\j,, ptlllnr,.:i‘l_-zr:g mirket in that part of the district where the
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‘ : ( 3 » however, be kept in recollection that cholum is the food
f::f the great body of the people in Bellary nnd in the adjoin-
ing f;alooks. Raghy is brought mainly. from the southern
chsirrct:%p:aud vice, which i3 here not abundant, is éenﬁrg‘ed
- to the richer orders and people of the Tamil taste who con;e
to Bellary for Military and other employment, It is also
proper to observe that from the favorabdle s'itx.xsutiou of ﬁél]a;y
up'on a good road by which grain could be hrought from the
adjacent Mysore territory, it was generally bet;cer supplied
than the other d_istressod talooks. The marginal Staiem;ax;t
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4 oo for a short period to Ilupess 200. It has beer shown that in the prosent yesy, when tha
AU 10 LISV . b ‘ ; : year,
,,r s . s Lo . . - : : .t A
P drought suceeeded 2 previous dofisient harvest, the price of

fnfurraation  on this point is, ab . j . . .
ictos 3 218 from January te September

¢, limited lo tic! ‘ehslom bas averaged Bupees
Tourna! of Literature and . 4 . . .
in the northern talooks, while, in the four last menthy it has

3 and 30, wrinen by
aptain Jost, s - o had i inl th iece a1
win Rest, evis  heen at a height which appeara to equal the price of fowd in
° 1 1
3 when 200,000 of

. and Cag
Juts from whichraghy
Guntoor* in the disastrons. Fusi i
jts population are calculated to have perizhed.

p :
%, Scisnce, - Nt
¥ P, Thomas, Bs
‘dostly unl
appoars o hav
chiolum Rupsoa 233

Bupess 147, and

9, DBefore quitting the sulject of pricos, I may observe that this district furnishes a fresh
nstance of the manucr in whick o want of cheap carriage frequently augmenta local distress
Yy preventing supplies of grain being brought from neighbouring places, Thus -at Kodecondah
and in the southorn talooks where, in the latter rains were not so scanty, and tho vicinity of &
fértile part of Mysore afforded supplies, the prices of grain have been generally 80 per ceat. loss
than at Bellary—a distance nos cxceeding $0 mites. The advantages which railways will confer
on the country in equalizing and chcapening the price of food, and diminishing distress in

localities where the monsoon fails, thuy become conspicuously apparent.

£ 10. -Such was the emergeney under which it was found necessary to give employment to
thés poorer classes of this district to save them from starvation, and some contingent cireum-
, Sgsﬁ.nceé tended to angment the local- distress.. The failure of the monsoen extended to the
¢ ferritory ceded by the Nizam north of Toombudra ‘and led to an influx of persons seeking
food and work until the sanction of the Supreme Guvern-

CGollestor’s Report m. the Board of . . . .
Tevenns Dep,m,,zw }"mhn‘;\'grork:’ arp ment was obtained for employing them on & continuation
of the road from Bellary towards ITyderabad through the

Janmary 1851 ; and Exivact from Minutes of
Consultatinon, dated 2nd Moy 1854, com. . ) . [y
: Raichore Dooab. The people had also a greater difficulty
The ordinary harvest -

Inunicm ug the instructions of Suprelos
sovernment to the Hyderabad autho- : [ H
rities, - yderabed autho- 4p.n yzpal in finding employment.
work was much diminished, and the failure of the cotton erop
d to look. The same cause

ations werce contracted
linary rate. To

in parfienlar tgak away employment to which the poor were accustome
,_,%mgrared“{ﬁé’é‘thc small weavers and thread-spinners, and all mercantile oper
by the difficulty of obtaining carriage which rose to triple and_guadruple its orc

Iucrease the difficulties of the year the failure of rain in June and July destroyed the hope that a

large portion of the disifessed community would then be able to find employment in the fields.
11, The state of the district was accordingly brought to the notice of the authorities by the
Coliector as soon as the failure of the monsoon was decisive, -

CoMlecter’s Reports 10 Board of Revenue, J slonlabion o a Ye e ' 3 1

of 22ud MNovember and 26tk and 29L.h“__?_nd & C;..IC\L&U})!} could be made of t}_m Q_Xtent to thhQ the

Deeumber 1863. - crops would perish aand the cultivation prove deficient,
The Collestor eetimated that tho land . N h } hil e

Tn his Report  Mr. Pelly pointed out at the high price

, and  that much alarm had

revenus which in 1262 rather excooded

92 Javs would full off toths smount of : . .

7 lacs, in vonsoquenve of & diminishedt— of grain ﬂlrccl({)’ caused dfsiress

tallivation nnd wichered crops; and that  spread through the district In cgnsequence of the poorer
4 tacs of thia loss would cerur in the § e L ’

orders having commenced robberies. Ho therefore requested

trengthen the Police

tniooks where tho distross was greatest.
Ho farther calculuted that, according to autliority to entertain extra peons to s
‘ easuries ; as also to give
2,000 persons on road

the Food Returns, 6 por cente of ihe
pepulation, or 75,000 persons, would r ard he : ¥ Tr
be destituto and requira suppors for 4§ :md glhﬂ‘i the Taloo
months, or tilltho rain expected in June, immediate cmployment to from 1 to 2,
' . work in the northern talooks, besides commencing a line
to distribute Tuccavy to such ryots as were willing to clear
o measures were approved and directed to be carried
and on the recommendation of the Board of Revenue three Furopean
‘ ‘ ‘ _ Officers and cight Overagers were assigned to aid the Collector’s
Procesdings, Bourd of Revenus, st De. S e . . ; 1

‘ Department in superintending the Yines of road to be under-

combor 1558
Py oth ideen
F Con s ¥ d L {l.-i'k 1L

‘

/t_hrouqh;thnﬁ\.xb-Coliector's Division, and
out old wells and eultivate under them. - 'Thos

into execution without delay,

Byract, M

- T LT T— .
T — -
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. 12. But as the distress increased measures of relief were required on a larger .:rr:ﬁ.f,!, and this cultivation which he has since sent me, I find that at the end of Septen?ber its e:‘z.tent falls

- Cellostor, to Hoxed of Hevonms, ;P,“h“o Col'h.:ctor' accordingly requosted aufhority for farnishing the ™ below that of the preceding by 3% lacs of lvi‘lfpees in cougcquence of an insu[ﬁ'men:y'of Zam{.i -
W-}}'k:‘s‘?ijg,\.zﬁtrqem;‘ 13th Jennary 1834 péénle with more oxtended employment. ITe caleulated rhat , \ 14. Instructions were accordingly given me to proceefi to Bellary ; :.m n the rs.par

‘V'(()’Iluo Btria?m?;tw i‘J’LE‘ZFEZ.;”“"“° from the -then existing appearances, 118,000 persons m"!ght_‘r{“ of this report I described the state in which- 1 found the Prm:m?e o.n my arrival, and mentxoge(_l

Wt;fgﬁer;ei;ﬁﬁ::fPimlhoéf‘hq;w';f Publis. rfqr‘im assistauce for five months, at & monthly expenditurg ‘the principal improvemerits which scem to be required in its 1‘rr1gatmn. works and ‘roads to gnard

- Brtract from Mig, Con, Lith Mard, of 4 lacs; and though he hoped that a smaller outlay wou’f;i . frorﬂ the effects of fature seasons of drought. On that occasion and 11.1 my recent le t:?r of the

: : ‘ prove safiisient; he pointed out that any delay or failure in i:lhe 924¢th October, I was happy to be ab_le to report that some favorable rainthad at last failen, and

e district, that the people to whom employment 1s given had decreased

May and June rains would seripusly increase and prolong the distre
| ¢ apparently possible to stop the charity roads at the end of Novem-

‘ g8, As it was not practicahls i nefited th
to undertake masqnry works ! ? so materially be

1 consequence of a want of materials, earriage, aud skilled laher, by, to 47.118, and that it will b
* g AR y ®

propesed to employ the peonle i Sne "vonds - and cn . e , e A ) ‘ ; 11t ons nditure

; p . H, emy 03 N pecple in making *¥oads, and snggested nine lines, including the trank linve ber. Instead of 16 lacs which the Collector contemplated as the probable adulfztxtzmt} expolx: 1i 1r‘(l
vm Bellary, via Anantanore to Madres, whick belar . . T . ber. av from t ‘ ; .

rom Bellary, vie Anantapore to Madras, whicl belongs to the Department of the Superintendent /of in his letter of the 14th August, I now trust that the outlay from the 1st of that month unu

Roads. The Collector detuiled the N ativa stabifshi

iinz th I ) ent which he proposed to entertain for snperin- the elosing of the charity roads, will not exceed one-fourth of that sum.
tending the coohes, and roo ) ‘ Wrvion: af anva £)00 - - . . ..
e nsb df‘"}f 28, f«‘mtl requested the gervices of some Officors aud European Overseers, besides 15. 1 now proceed to offer a few observations on the mode in which employment has been
some subordinates of the Madic ATLIT ey - A : . , ¢ . . .
The Collector s of the Medical Deparument, _and a gupply of Coromissariat tools and tents, iven to the Iieople the numbers which have been employed at varions times, the expenditure
18 Oolleator’s o i ‘“,v",{; o E"""""'"’::l’ " n__l ‘_} ot . . . b . .. glv (8415 Ty d . ) . .
: FOWEEY appredsl oand avthoriby given fo him in the mest o Hheral spirvit : osed erformed. :
for ears ; g 1 e most- Biberal gpirit |, incurred, and the supposed value of the work pe

=

plans of faraishing smpioyment to she people as far as shouid bLe foun

‘ 16. 1 have already observed that, in consequence of & want of materials and ecarriage, it

o Lot o] -
WYy LROTED & hope wag aEprodssd 4

senditure whie! rac Pl boy £ i . . . .
State would prave less heuvy than was suticipsted. I ¢} vitture which was thus to £ill on e, " was found impracticable to undertake bridges or other works of masonry, and that the people
3 “prave tess heavy than was anticipsted.  In their remarks Ny Lo . k 34 1 = . n Lip una bl i 1
of Revenue expressed their approval of .‘h‘ B3 R et 'f"""‘l%b on _ﬂzla oecusion, the Doecard . therefore employed in earth-work, chiefly in making roads, which occupation, besides being
EERSUE WReLE approval ol the arrangewonts which the Colleator, wore there '

‘but that of his ordinary establichmens, had hitherso made for ciaploving the lhwx\th‘no msmtaiﬁ? © 2 public benefit to the district, was best suited to un‘tra}ned laborers, :L.lld' afferded the‘ m()s:t_efzs:{
population, . o U e Gioploying the distreased laboring, means of giving employment to Jarge masses of indigent people within .2 moderate distance
4 ' ' ' of- their vicila.ges. In Bellary, however, some of the poor Vwerevad\'/antg,geously employed in

' : © improving the pettal and town with the approval* of the

Board of Revenue, and on the application of the General

5

]
~13. Unfortunately zs the se:

1900 q‘;{.&i?a?]c:-d 6 i ST A s - .
se . e . ; ranced, mprovement took place.” The raing whicl
ordinarily fall in June P 3 0s which

1 a4 ens s ivati i
July, and enable early cultivation to. be carried on, failed; and the
, failed;

Ct

Collector he 4 onfintee hie - . ) . & wedings of Board of Revenues - A . .
} (L(Dt,l hr:!ui to continue his reports that food was nereasing in-price, and thas additional - De;;‘::;':uﬁ,%mio Woai3th Aprillssh  Qommanding the Division to which the Board gave their
1Y) BT MEIe =T N g, N p . ¥ - Qg 143 L X ) A ! o -
numbers of distressed peoplo flosked to 1he roads for cmployment, o exempli fy iho distress he + Proceedings of Board of Bevenwe, gapetion,t the Collector aftorwards placed 2,000 to 3,000 of
sntioned in hig latis .y . ; X v & i LG WSLIeS ! ) IS P . ., W . N N S i ..
mentioned, in fits letber of the 1st dnly, that cholura, the common food of the people, was Department Public Works, 25th May 1854 the destitate poor 2t the disposal of the Military authoritics
. N L ] 2y ) - . .
) : . sold 2t 14 geeps*® anes. instesd of B : ) ’ ’ \ ent i ‘an > The useful works urpen
» This soor is agual o two.hirds of ., . L4 ’“f‘*‘ % Iui're.b, matea of 50, in the northern ) ‘ . for employment in the (,u,nton’mx\x}t. ”JL. useful wo up
- Madras paddy, - ST talooks, and that 8L000 persons were the cmploved on which they were employed are cnumerated in a letter (enclosure) from' the Deputy -Assistant
- * i - K - S AR Y 3 4 - e ) -
: o+ @aarity  roads. Ab the end o dv the exnend] . ioh ¢ . ths rineipal tank, upon which the town and Can-
amounted fo Rupeos 10 o 1“.‘5’ 5 ¢ the ond ff‘ Jg,dy toe cxpenditure bad Quarter Master General, which also shows that the punup» 1 tank, wpor i¢ > tom 2 \
‘ P Y and the largencss of outlay and the prospective  econtinuance tonment depend for drinking water, has been cleared out at an expense of Rupees 9,468 5 although
. *nl th Yistraas T g e i & . s ' . R PRI
Bgtrach from Mise Qon., 251k July : the distress made the Uollostor anxions fo receive a similar work could not have been performed in an ordingry year at the usual rate of wages for

Exzraot from ¥rooeedings,
veguw, Poblic Works Dopur
Angugt 1854,

e i.""m"“'m‘mﬂ for L3 guidasice. Ho leas than Rapees 16,161, and that a lasting benefit has thns been conferred on the station at a
- quently informed that he was cmpawered to continue giving saving of Rupees 6,695, With this exception, and small improvements to the ‘streets of the town
ents then in Farin b L 0P loyment 46 the needy popuiation under hiy a.rranm: of Goj)t.v and Adony, the people have been employed on the lines of road shown in the map which
ments then in force, which appédred to Government * judisions, Jand. to have answered :he accom pzﬂmied the first part of this repert  The details of these lines could not be at present fur-
o od hereafte> through the prescribed channel when their accounts are

WaE  conse-

Te i Tew.” Pt ma s %whiaa JT : " 3
object in view.” But ns a Fabsequent letier from. the Collestor siill reported the "absenca of nished, and will be forward
£ : SO08 S g O .

rain, and expye;ssed ing fears that an additivnal vatlay of 18 lazs, at the rate of 4 lags per men closad. T shall, therefore, limit wy:olf on this occasion to giving a general statement of the
, , _ laes per men- ad. .
g . . YL, W 1 ha regnired 1} Yo, 3 3 -
Exteact Min.Con,, 2nd Septrmbor 1354 SO0 \,'oulu e required until the end of the vear, Giovern. number of people employed, and the total monthly expenditure until the end of September.
. ment desmed ik nreapnen dhe ST e ) :
" . ‘ s ment deemed it proper that a Member of the. Board ghould 17. The Returns ¢%the first week in each month show that the number of people on the
£ 8 o tha Iy M H . SN : . : K . : f g )
e acnt fo the district to velieve the Collector of a part of his responsibility in  ao ) i lows : S ‘ '
oxpeeted and vressine n N ‘. C e § responsinlity mo 86 un- charity rozds, has been} . follows :— ‘ .
ipeeied and pressing un cmergency, by giving Lis opinion on the state and prozpects of the 1 v ' - Re. 8.766
district, and consulti ith the Collactor snd €eil T , L m T M anuary .. Rs. 8,
fhb ’ :“i ,*“‘“jvlwﬂl.% with the Collector and Civil Bnuinesr ‘about the must advaniageong . - Februsry ... : e+ cee sy 16,017
method of employing the peopls until the distress esssed, and the best means to be saken to March . e e gy 22,279
guarc} agaihst & future similar calamity. 'This coutinued drought, which the - Collector had to - ‘ April .o e e o ;g’g()g
A %, . L S o . . . . - ) had ! : ) P . wee “eee - !
dea@l‘ibﬁﬁgtmi it influcree on the adjoining distriets, Thus, in his Season Foports of Aupust 3\_Iay S o 9‘%’ 0(;2 .
i ' o e . ) . () un vee .ve ‘oo . wea D, U ) t
althongh the  Agent u$ Kurnsol mentioned that prospests’ there were® generally f:p',-)rnﬂle.’ he Jul; o - S ”” 97"554
ﬁ.’ide& ‘h ¢ hi ing AT v Rallarn s 8 - . . . v T SRR, s : L, - R ‘ .
”\‘ that his vxl_.:t‘ges along the Bellavy fronsier wanted rain, and that prices had again rigen August e s 4?,;(_‘,8 ]
I consuquence of an expected scardity jn the Bellary District.” The Cuddapah Collentor at , September ... ‘ sy 65,8069
o Eire (o . » e - . R fetor ab ., . - . , T
the same time reported that priccs were riging and prospeets gloomy, -and from a return of the - The highest number reached was in the second week of July, when it amounted to
W S : ' : : R 100,599, being 8 per cent. of the population of the entire district, In the talooks where the
& . ° . . " ’ . 1 i , )
- - s : . " o . . - Q
: ) ’ 7 N
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*
distross was greatest, the per-centage of the poor employed bore the following proportion to the
wuoher of their inbabitants :— ‘ ‘

Bellary Ce L e ... 16 per cent.
Adeny . 17 .o
Goollem e S L1,
Punchapollom... L1830,
Gooty w25,

18. Ona comparing the absve Reoturn with the S¢tatement of monthly prices given in para-
sraph 7, it will be observed that the number of applicants for assistance increased with much
regularity in proportion as food became dearer, and the rasalst has borne out the opinion of the
Collector who, in his Report* to the Board on the probable -
deficiency of the harvest and the amount of old grain in
store, caleulated that 75,000 or 6 per cent. of the population might require temporary
relief. The applicants for employment have consisted of all castes and occupations, and com-
nrised, in many instances, caitivators of the better elass with their familics. The women and
::he boys have always exceedsd the men who have more varied means of finding employment,

* Dated 29th December 18533,

and in September their relative numbers were as five to three. The Returns for that mouth
show that nearly one-fourth of the men then employed contributed directly to the public
venue, the rest were weavers, farm-laborers, and common coolies, _
19. At fiest the Collector, with the aid of his Assistants and Native Establishment, had
o to arrange for commencing the charity roads, and establish
+ Seo enclosure 2. _ ~a systemt for employing with some degree of regularity
Proceedings of Board of Revonno, the large numbers of indigent applicants who sought relief.
Depariment Public Werke, 37ch Februnry g o nvp g goments made by the Collector for the purpose
834, pamgmph o ' were reported to the Board of Revenue, and met entire
With the aid of the Civil Engineer’s Fistablishment and the Maramut Superinten-
dent pacts of lincs were marked ont, aad tha poople set to work under: the superintendence ‘of
the A ssistant Collectors, of whom Mr. C. R. Polly was the most zmtm‘a,. and .the Tahsildars
aided by a temporary establishm3ut. "The coolies ‘(mzﬁe. and female) were divided into cm'npauies
ot 600 individuals, which again were sub-divided into five gangs of 120 each. The cstublishment

i el apmmany. wag ag § o e
entertained for cach such company, was as follows::

anpproval.

o

1 Mootsuddy or Accountant, at 8 Ras. Rs., 8
5 Darogahs, at 7 Rs. each L e . B3
10 Kolcars, at 4 Rs. each vee ,, 40

Total Rs... 83

amounted to Rupees 83 ; and there were also appointed, in some instances, Native

Tta monthly cost . ances,
: on salaries ranging from Rupees 15 downwards, to assist the Tahsildars.

Overseers or Peshkars,
20. ken the seven Officers} who wero appointed to be Superintendents arrived, th?y rehe.ved
. the Collector's Departw 7t of the jimmediate
_ charge of the charity roadi. - Distances, averag-
No. of Buropean . " . .
Date of oomcors ugdcr ing generally 50 wmiles, were assigned, to each,

R R N

: Captsin Dovoreux... ﬂl‘“’}'l"}i;ﬁéry hisorders.  4nq  within their respective. ranges they }fad
Major Bissot 27th Mareh .. entirz control over the coolies and the Native
;‘;;?:;nn;:xtxgglw - lﬁ?n}iﬁxﬁw temporary Road Kstablishments under the in-
]Lc;‘s’fé;“]':ﬁ:ﬁ:; » g’&‘ %‘f:}' " structions§ of ?he Board of Rcvenue: The pay-
Eusign Hankin 1 European Overseér latlerly.  ment of coolies fand the subordinate road
{ Proceedings Board of Revenue, Dopartment Publio servants.devolved entirely upon these Executive
‘Officers, it being arranged that they werc: to
draw on the Collector for such money as they
-4

R A ‘
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required 'fronq time to time, and to be responsible for its safe custody and disbursement, sen ing
detailed accounts of the expenditure to the Collector and Civil Engincer. In cases of misconduct
thesa Officers were empowered to dismiss their Native Subordinates, and the Collector, while at
times communicating to ther his wishes either dircet or through the Civil Engineer, relied much
on their judgment and local information for admitting or rejecting applicants for employment. on
the roads, and fon discharging the least indigent of the coolics as the pressure of the distress
abated. Detailed instructions* were drawn out for the guii-
ance of these Executive Officers by the Civil Enginee-,
Major Henderson.

¢ Seo Enclosure 3.

21. DBut it seems proper here to explain that in some remote places, distant from the m in
lines of road where it was found necessary to give assistas .o

Bellary Talook . 240 . R ; .
Adony | do. oo D to the very poor, the arrangements for the purpose hr e
Guollem  do. oo we e 1B16Ygontinued under the superintendence of the Collector and Lls
Punchapoliom Talcel:. - o 1,142 . . ) . o :
Riidroog | do- we .. 821 establishient. This, out of the 47,118 coolies still employed
foarmay a do. e o 450 - . . v
Dlvarmaverum - do on the 14th wltimo, 4,143 are under the inspection of diffcrens
. 4113 Tahsildars controlled by the Collector, as shown in the mar-

gi‘{xa.l statement. Measures will now be taken to stop all this

description of work, leaving such laborers as are in absolate want to apply for employment to tue

nearest Road Superintendents.

22, At first, various modes were tricd of paying the coolies. = In some instances, the paymer s
were made daily, in others bi-weekly, and in others weekly. It was, however, found that muc s
diffienlty and loss of time arose from attempting frequent paymenfs to such large bodies of peorle,
and the practice now is to pay them at the conclusion of each week. The Mootsuddy or Aeccount-
ant appointed to each company of 60U coolies keep a book in which the name of every individual
is written, and entries are made in it after each morning and evening muster to show the partiea’
presence or absence. At the end of the week the wages thus found due to each person are added
up, the coolies are assembled for payment, and under the orders of the Executive Officers the
Kuropean or the Native Overscer proceeds down the lize paying to each individual the sum entered

in the book. " In cases of slowness or misconduct the Superintendents impose fines on the coolies

and the amount is deduered from the wages found payable to them.

. Ch . ‘ N
23.  Inaccordance with the instructions conveyed in your letter of the 22rd ultimo, I enquired

of the Road Supcrintendents if they have been satisBed with the conduct of their Native
‘officials, more especially in that part of their duty which relates to the payment of the laborers,
and availed myself of the opportunity to ask if the Eeropean Overseers had also gi\fen satisfaction
and proved equal to the heavy and extensive duties devolving upon them. The correspondence
which passed on the oceasion forms enclosure 4 to this letter, and gives the following result :—

- Major Bisset and Captain Devereux, who have had the largest bodies of coolies under them, and

had therefore to make much use of Native agency, both

angs of eoolics havo fluctuated Ny .o . ;
The gangs of cuolion e mnotinted  express dissatisfaction and state that, notwithstanding repeated

rmuch, but stcod thus on 1ai September—

{1""5'”.’“"’59“ . i:‘f:}; dismigsals and punishments, petty frauds and irregularities

aptain Deveroux ... e 17,242 . . .

,,  FPalmer.. vo 4335  have prevailed.  Captain Palmer writes to the same effect ;

Lientenant Law e @700 Loy R .

Ex:sig(;x Tobmon o &tz bus Lieutenants Jones, Law, and Davies, and Ensigns Johnson
o Mapkin e 1208 g0 Hankin, do not make similar complaints, though it is to

Lieutenant Jones . 2,006 ) B
Licutenant Davics hasonly latcly been  be remarked that these Officers-have had more facilities than

Eir:’yug;] f\vklrtcll‘;!:x:.?li I};];lnx::; ;x(:;fmfud - Major Bisset and Captain Devercox of watching the payment
. L © of wages either personally or through their Eurcpean Over-
‘secrs. Tt will be observed that the value of the European Overseers is highly spoken of, and an
opinion expressed that the public interests would have heen advanced if more servants of this
description had been available. Under the want of a sufficient number of these Overseers, Captain
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Devereux has tried the experiment of appointing tasks to his gang instead of fixing & number of
hours for daily work, ahid states that the result has proved successful. The frauds imputed to the
Native officials consist principally of the entry of fictitious names in the cooly register, the levy of
fees from the coolies, g,nd the acceptance of swall bribes to allow them to be absent or remain idle.
Yo check irregularitics, the coolies have received their wages in all possible cascs under the eyes of
the European Overseers and the Executive Officers.: - .

24, The next part of the subject, relates to the vmrrcs paid to the coolies wuntil the end of
Jualy : the rates per diem, * although occasionally lower, may
be snd to have been, for men two Annas, for women and
children 131 -Annas;—but- as some rain foll in July and.
ennbled culhvatlon to be carried on in parts of the district, the Collector-was anxious to relieve the
State from a portion of the hoa avy expense which had devolved upon it, and prevent any risk’ of thé
people giving up their ordinary agricultaral occupatzms for employment on charity roads. Many
laborers of the better class ' were therefore discharged, “and an attempt was made to restrict the
number of individuals in each family to be employed.. Butas d:fficulty was found in carrying out
the latter arrangement, is was deterwined to lower the rates of wages which were consequently .

xed as follows :==Men 1} Annas-—two pice being adde ! when the laborers hrought their own tools ;-—
women and children 1 Anna. No children have been admlt'ted who were not able to carry a com-
‘mon basket load of earth. At my suggestion the €ollector has since ordered that children are
never to receive more than eight pice, and I cotour w1th him that these rates afford a bare sub-
gistence with grain at its present high price, and create no temptation for the peeple to seck aid
from Government when they have other means of earning a livelihood. T learn from the Agent at
Kurnool that he has recently made a nearly similar reduction in the.wages paid there,

* Working days are bere mennt, Nopay
was given ior Sundays.

25. The wages which were given at first to the road laborers in Bellary have led to some
correspondence, as an e‘{presswn in one of the Collector’s letters caused an impression that the
ordinary rates had been increased. - Governmentt therefore

called for explanation, obwcrvmw ““ that the object being merely
to prevent starvation, great care should he used to keep the
. rates ‘down to what will provide mere subsistence; in order that the people may not be tempted to
stay when they can get their work by which they-can exist.” In reply, the Collector e\plamed
that be had not increased the customary rates which are two
Annas per idem for.a man when food is cheap, but that he had
thought it necessary not to diminish them at a time when
grain was double its usual price, and a scer of cholum, a mau’s ordinary - food, absorbed one Anna
of the wages, out of which he had to suppert his family as well as himself.~ This explanation was
afterwards referred to by Government when noticing the

fExtmct Min. Con., 14th March 1851
Paragraph 5.

1 Collector, to Board of Revenue, De-
pa"tment Pablic Works, 1st April 1854,

Egtract Min. Con., 26th June 1854
; ’ observations which the Supreme Gover nmunta had rccorded

under a similar impression that the usual standard of wages had bcen raised.

26, In the instructions issued to me, my attention is pftrtlculfu]y called to thls subject, and

I feel it therefore incumbent upon me, after giving it much consxderatlon, to express an opinion
that it would have been advisable to make, in the first ins’rance, a reduction in the ordinary rate
of wages, such as was afterwards carried out. ' I am not ingensible to the Collector’s arguments
that w1thout a sufﬁcxeney of food for themselves and families, the laborers would have been less
able to bear daily work and exposure and his proceedings. |

ATl PR Dt erasnctionsd b tho Do of Revens 39 then sompcl
who exprcqsed a concurrence in his op1n10n that the rates of

hire to be pa.ld to the people *“ must, to some extent, be regulated by the price of food.” It has
. also been found that, under the reduced ratee, crowds have still been ready, such was the distress,
to flock to the roads for employment and subsistence. It appears, however, to meé essential to

‘the Collector and Civil Engineer, through the prescribed channel :—
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bea.r in mind that the ordinary rates of wages are fixed in return for an expected amount of labo
which is never obtained under circumstances like the present, and that the relief aforded whon
public works are undertaken to save the people from starvation, is increased by varions members
of the same family being admitted among the applicants for aid. Although therefore food may
be dearer than usual, no solid claim ean, in my opinion, be advanced for those rates of wages which
were fixed for able-bodied laborers in times when labor is in demand, and as a matter of expediency
also, it scems to me necessary to guard against applications from persons not absolutely destitute,
and thus diminish any risk of the burden thrown upon the State being increased beyoud the actual
necessity, 'To attain this object wages must be scmewhat reduced below the usual standard, and
it scems to me advisable that this general principle should be kept in view on all similar occastons.
97. 'The monthly advances from the Collector's Treasury on account of these Workk, until the

end of September, arc shown in the following Statement. The total amounts to Rupees,
12,28,270-1-8, and full details of the expenditure will be submitted after the close of the works by

RS, A, P

December 1853... e 1,464 2 0
January 1854 “n 14,687 12 3
February ,, e e e 59,562 9 2
March . e e 6L,273 10 -7
CApil. e e ... 1,16357 3 A
May by e e 0213269 7T 7
June v vee e 12,66,909 90 9
July " e . 286,314 5 5
August 4, e ver e . 1,385,370 12 3
" September ,, 73,040 8 7

et o oetn man v,

Total ... 12,28.,270. .1 8

}

In exaﬁining the main heads of -this outlay, 1 find that the cost of the superinfending agency,
Kuropean and Native, has been 5 per cent.

28. In estimating the “Value of the work pelformed my principal authority is the Acting
Civil Engineer, Lieutenant Walker, * who, under the instructions of the Boara of Revenue,
inspected the roads and made a detailed report upon their

Tsieutepant Walker, Acting Civil En-
;:;u :‘:lt}:d Division, to’bo'xrdof}{e\gnne, valuv, after’ de,cnbmg the data apon whkich his calculations
10th August 1354, were bused. Lieutenant Walker valued the roads at Rupees
1,760 per mile in the black cotton ground, and Rupees 550 in the red soil. At this estimation

the 300 miles of road then completed omlttmg masonry drains and bridges, asnounted in value

to Rapees 4,43,300.

29. But as a portion of the above roads, equivalent to about 45 mlles, are within the
and considerable progress has been effected since the® date of Licutenant
ding the amount of work performet in the Bellary
The result shows that 281 miles of road were then
miles in an unfinished state and 42 miles lately
ng the portions of these lines which traverse

Kurnool frontier,
Walker’s report, 1 have made inguiries regar
District itself up to the end of September.

completed (bridges and drains cmitted), 46
commenced. From want of exa¢t infor mation regardi
black and red soils, I can only cffer an appr oximate opinion of their value ; but it appears to me
oht not to be valued at a less sum than the 300 miles of fAnished road mentioned in
Adding to that amount Rupees 80,000 upon & rouzh calculation on
and Cantonment, the total volne of the work performed
aterial Ivm)t must not be

that they oug
Lieutenant W alker’s report.

acerunt of improvements in Bdlary town

300. But in ‘ostimating the value of these roads ove m

e ot at present the means of representing its value in money. By
B

is Rupees 4,73,
overlooked, although I hav
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rapidity of execution 300 miles of road, which would otherwise have occupied seversil seasons, have-
been suddenly opened'to the commerce of the country, and the gain of a smgle year in obtammg
such an advantage is of no ordinary importance. : .

’ 30. Comparing the above sum of Rupees 4,783,300 with the expenditure up to the same date,
Rupees 12,28,270-1-8, it will be observed that the cost of these roads has heen as 21 to 1 of what
it would have been if the had béen constructéd in an ordinary scason with a choice of skilled
labor and a superintending establishment proportioned in strength to the number of ivork-people
empldy’ed. This result exhibits a very important improvement since the commencement of opera-
’ tions when the outlay and the value of the work performed
, 31‘;,2:;:, (22 ]13\2?3, (ﬁﬁg‘f‘{ﬁ‘éﬁ’\ﬁiﬁ aro calculate.d as 5 to 1, and will, I trust, be satisfactory to
1854, ) 7 Government in reference to the remarks contained in Minutes
of Consultation of the 12th April last, paragraph 1. Works
carried on during an emergency like the present, must always be executed at a great disadvants tre.
Crowds of starving persons, many of them utterly unaccustomed to handle a pickaxe or spade,
such as weavers and other artisans, had ‘te be gaddenly employed in road-making when no means
of adequate supermtendunce were at hand ; and the expense of the work has heen increased by the
impossibility of obtaining any carriage, so that all the materials required for use, gravel, sand, or
earth-stones, for the rouvh draing and water for tamping had all to be brought by hand. In the
commencement especial difficulty was felt, but gradually order and regularity were established, and
the people became accustomed to the work. The arrival of the Road Superintendents, with their
‘ European O\_'erseers, increased the means of effective superintendence, although not to the extent
that could have heen desired, and under these advantages and a rednction in the rates of wages,

the cost of the roads has undergone important diminution. It will be observed that, according -

to Major Henderson’s caleulation (Enclesvre 8, paragraphs 1 and 6) an European Overseer was
required for every gang of 1,200 coolies, and an Executive Officer for four such gangs, or for 4,800
Imen. Bqt in consequence of the unexpected augmentation of the distress when the rains again failed
in May, June, and July, the Executive Officers have had to employ gangs of "0 000 and 27, OOO
with at most 6 European Overseers to aid them. :

3l. Tam h'lpp) to be able to mention that since my laat reports on the subgect the
season has continued favorable ; and as many of the people will econ'find employment in gather-
ing the early crops, arrangements will be made for bringing the charity roads to a close at the
end of the present month, in the expestalion. that Government will sanction their gradual
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33. It has been satisfactory to me to find-that, except during visitations of cholera which
were occasionally severe, no unusual mortality has occurred in the district, which I attribute to the
prudent care with which measures were taken to furnish the peop]e with means of subsistence
before their health was weakened and diseases introduced by priva ation 2nd ‘unwholesome dict.

' Another gratifying result of these timely measures has been the preservation of-order and suppres-

sion of crime. In the commencement of the distress some of the suffering poor were driven to acts
of robbery, and much public alarm was felt ; but when the meaus of subsistence were offered b;;v
employment on public works, order and security returned, the. people gladly availed themselves of
the honest livelihood thus held out to them, and have generally exhibited patience under their
losses, and a ready obedience to their employers. This result is doubtlessly much owing to the care
with Whmh thev have been guarded from all harsh treatment,- and the laudatory remarks of Major

Henderson on this point (Enclosure 3, final paragraph) appear
Cases. to me well merited. In this year of distress the Police

« Totul robberies, thefte, in 1853......762

" "'ake of above for 8 months, or two.

thirds of the year w. . .. ...508
Total rn}ﬂmnes and thefis in lﬂyi,
i Augnwl, Sr for 8 months .. ...464

Reburng* frém January to August show on thé whole a dimi-
nution of offonces against property, though a slight increase

* took place in robberies by open viclence and on the highway.

The population of the district amounts to 1,220,539 souls,

)
Gang robberies ... .. 150

Highway robberios .. 51 79 and the ouly addition which has been made to-the ordmary

: Pohce conaists of the 454 temporary Peons, whose employment

was ssmchoned by the orders of Government, dated tho 9th December 1853 and 25th August last,
34. In conclusion, I will only observe that if the prices of grain during the past four months.
(See ante paragraphs 7 and 8) are admitted to show that the dearth in this district has at all
resembled the distressing famine in Guntoor in 1832, the difference in the result under the late
Tiberal and beneficient measures of Government is most striking. In Guntcor 200,000 perished
or emigrated out of a population of )OU 000 ; and omitting all private losses of property, erops, and
cattle, this disappearance of the population caused a falling off in the revenue which, in 1842, was
estimated to amount to 66 lacs, while it was expected that 45 more (making in all 111 lacs) must
be incurred before the cultivation of the district could regain its former level. In this district the

pecmle have been saved to add to the future resources of the State, so that the losstin direct revenue
will, T trust, be limited to 94 lacs if the ensuing seasons are

Ruposs,

+ Deereaso in Fughi 1282 ... ... 5,76,476
Probable decroave from dimi-
nished cnldration owing to

of an ordinary character, and the outlay of 133 Iacs, which’
has been made in improving the communications of the
district, may be confidently expected to have a most important

* N - - B
% The dectease in the number of

coclies employed raade the actual outlay -

in Cctober less than in Septembor, but
the advances drawn by the Tond Superin.
« tendexts from the Collector’s Troasury are

completion on, estimate, for which plans have been sub-
mitted, and thus enable some of the poorest classes still 1o
find employment. The total expenditure which will have
{wlen on the State in relieving the population from starva-

not always expended in the mor th in s .

hich ey s ebiad 1n s Gaobrons tion, ean therefore now be calculated with accuracy at about

Acconns, - o 13% laes; the advances from the Collector's Treasury in
October having consisted of Rupecs 1,03,708-5,* and the

expenditure in November rot hefug expected to exceed Rupees 50,000,

s

82, The . outlay thus incurred -amounts umloubtedly to & heavy sum, but T feel o firm
conviction that  the measures sanctioned by Government have Jeen all expedient as they wer,
liberal and humane. A large province has heen preserved from anarchy and starvation, anjl
‘ ingead-of the extonsive loss of life, property, and future revenus, whxch must otherwise have

occurred, its population has been preserved to cultivaie the lands snd add to the fulure resourc e(s
of the State. Nor isslhe expenditure in the present year te be- "eg,arded 28 simplya gratmtv:us
one.. The circulation of such a sum at a season of distress had a beneficial' influence on the general
industry and revenue of the provinge, and the construction of suck iiportant lines of road, if dul
maintained in order must be of the hxghest advantage to its future prosperity. y

loss of caitie in the nozt years 4,00,000

result in increasing its future prosperity. On the moral cffect
of the liberal measures sanctioned by Government on this
emergeney, I shall not presume to dilate, though the spectacle of thousands rescued from starva.
tion, and a large province passing through such a trial in mderlv tranguillity, cannet but have

wade a powerful and beneficial impression on tho public mind. ,
35. As a description of the road work performed will e most F&tle&CcO!‘)’ to Government

when coming from its professional Officers, I have uot entered into any details on this subject ;
but it seems proper to observe that nearly 300 miles of gBod read have been constructed through

bare plains of black cotton soil, which have been hitherto quite lmpassable after any rain, and it
would be an omission on my part not to notice the zeal with which the Karopean Officers of all

deseriptions have exerted themselves on this occasion under the intense heat and other discourage-
ments of such a season as that which kas just passed.

Total... 9,76,475

From Mr. C. R, PELLY Assm’mnt Collector of B’ella,rl/, to the Collector of Bcllmy-
. ‘ - (dated Yerraband, 28tk January 1854).
I have the honor to report, for your information, the metkod adopted by me in carrying out,
it conformity with your directions, the orders of the Govcrmﬂent for the employment of the poorer

classes during the present season.
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2. Applicants for work are divided into gangs of 600 -each, to each gang is assigned one
Mootsuddy, whose duty is to call over the names of the coolies in the morning before seven and in
the evening at gix o'clock, during the day to go occasionally along the line of coolies with the list,
and without ealling over the names to ascerfain that all are present. Tt is further his duty to
prepare by each sixth day a fresh list, forwarding the old one to the Amildar, and to-make daily
such entries in the list as may be required, such as idleness or irregularity of attendance on the

part of the coolies, absence from sickness or other cause.

3. Fach gang of 600 is sub-divided into parties of 120 each ; to supﬁrmtend each of them,
there is cne Darogah and two Koolears ; the Darogah’s duty is to superintend gencrally cach party
of 120, mark out the line of road from one flag to another, mark out check channels and drains,
and attend to the lovelling and metalling of the road. The Koolcars have each the immediate
superintendence of 60 coolies for the due performance of the work, on whose part they are respon-
gible to the Darozahs, and the Darogahe in turn to the Amildar, The Darogahs and Koolcars

are also reqponmble for the implements supphed" on the part of Government to their rgspective'

parties.
4. The coolics of one gang or sub- division are not allowed to change to snother. If they

leave their own party from any other cause than illness, and subsequently re-apply for employ- -

ment, they have to get themselves entered in a mowly forming gang. This is necessary to
prevent confusion, snd in order that the Mootsuddies, Darogahs, and Koolcars may know their
respective gangs and parties.  That the gangs may be kept up to the proper nuwber, viz, 600,
vacancies, as they occur, are filled up from the fresh arrivals..

5. Each gang of 600 is Lept well away from the other located as far as practxcable ina
different village on or in the vicinity of theroad, and each sub-division of 120 is also kept
separate from the others; thus it iz at once apparent what Diarogah and Koolcars are to blame for
non-performance of work; and in the event of cholera breaking out, the gangs by being then
separated will probably suﬁ’e;" less than would be the case were they all assembled in one village,

» 6. Payments are made -according to thc enclosed form on the road in the following
manuer:—The Amildar, Sheristadar, or Peshkar, as the case may be, goes on Monday to one
gang of 600 and pays the first sub-division of 120; then moves on to each other sub-division in
succession. DBy this means only 120 coolies are idle at the same time, and but few minutes are
lost as the people are on the spot to return to their work as soon as the payment is made. The
following day a sccond gang is paid in the same manner, and when the numbers render
it requisite, two gangs can be paid on the same day. The advantage of paying the peeple on
the road i in umall parties is obvions.

7. It appears to mo advisable at present to adhere to the system of payment each fourth or
sixth day. The payment should be made by some responsible person whose character or interest
places him above any attempts to defraud the coolies. At the present season of the yewr it iz
nuposs:ble for the Amildar or Sheristadar to make daily payments in person to all the coolics:
revenue bucmesq requires their prcqcnw elsewhere. By making the payment once in four days
" where there are only four gangs, once in'six days where there are six gangs, and if mere to two
gangs on the same day, occupies a comparatively short time.  When the Amildar is absent on
revenue business, tho Sheristadar and Pesbkars make the payments ; in like manner,” when the
Sheristadar ig'absent, the Amildar takes his place; when both these Officers are of necessity
absent, the Peshkars make tha payments, and to the lwtter Oflicers occasmnal]y domg so, T see no
objection, ’

8. When European Superintendents are dvai]aL]e the i'requency' of pa)rhent may be increas-
ed; but as far as T have seen, the coolics do not after the first six days make any objection to the

present syster: those coming fresh to the work naturally require 1mmedmte payment, and as far -

as practicable in such cases an carlier disbursement has been made.
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 To comment on the execution of the work would be premature. I may, however, in con-
clusion, remark that a large number of the people employed are of the weaver and other classes,
totally unaccustomed to such work, awkward in the- performance of it, and resorting to it as the
only alternative to keep them from crime or starvation during the present scason.

.
»

General Observations on the roads under formation in the Bellary District.

Tur people are worked upon the roads in gangs, each gang being composed of about 1,200
individuals ; and at the head of each gang isan European Overscer, whose duties are. to organize
the prople, to see that the road-work is carried on accordm'r to the prescribed measurements, to
be present at the payment of the people, and to rcport. to the Officer in charge the quantity of
work done daily according to actual ‘measurcment., - '

. 'To assist the Overseer in his duties each gang is prov1ded with two Goomaqtnhs or
: ‘ ' one for every 600 people. The duties: of these men are to
Note.—Tho scalo of establishreent laid

down in paragraphs 2and 3 was acted o number the people and to keep the accounts which they will
a9 faras practicable ; butit wasnotalways - daily hand over to the Overseer, to whom they will be respensible
possible to find trestworthy servants in

lisn of thosoe dischargsd for tiscondnet. _that no people are charged for but those who have been

mctually employed upon the work.

3. To organize t‘m peop]e so a8 to employ their labor to the best quvantwgt, eau,h gang is
divided into 10 parties of 120 e'u:n and to each of these parties is assigned a Darogah and two
Koolears.. The Darogah, at the head of each party, is answerable that it is complete, - or consiste
of the proper number-; and- as- ho and the two Koolears remain with the party during the whole

“day, it is their dut) ts check all ,r*‘egularxtle to prevent the people absenting themselves ~and

to exact from them 4 proper degree of hbor with roiurencs- to thelr physieal eapa abilities,

- As the Daroga h should not be allowed to increase thur parties beyond the comp]ement
'01 120 men, one or two rescrve parties each under a Koolcar may be formed to each gang for the
imwmediate admission of people seeking employment. From these reserve parties all deficiencics
ia the Darogah’s gangs should be made up, and when the reserve amounts to nearly the numbor of

a Davogah’s party it should Le formed and worked like the others.

Mdmg,v attends each gang for the purpose of marking out the work which should be
alw awn namy for at Bmct onc mile in advance of the spot where the foremost party of the gang
may be “'Qv-klﬂg he intervals between the parties should also be marked out in the same

- 'This 18 es sentml to prevent waste of time arising from the pmple not -knowing where
" The Maistry is also reqmred to assist 1 in the -measurement of the ‘work,

\

";

manner.
to work.
6. 1tis considered that a Furopean Officer can undertake the executive sqpermtc-ndenue of
fnmv gangs, making in all about 4, 800 men, extending over from 30 to 40 miles of road. " Thig
Officer will be constantly moving over his charge to regulate the work, to check irrc gularities, bo’
stimulate every person employed to cxertion, and by personal examination to verify the measuro-
ments of the Overseers and Maistries so as to ensure correctness in his Monthly Reports, which,
together with a diary of his proceedings, have been called for by the Board of Revuxue Depart-

ment Public Womu.‘ ' _

7. Four European 0verseerq were- originally attached to Captam Davereuz, but one has
since returned to his Regiment. This Officer has only now three Overseers (or three gangs) under
him. The number of people in each gang has varied considerably on account of the visitation of
cholera which caused hundreds to leave the work., Licutenant Law has four Overseers with a

corresponding number of gangs under him. It is calculated that the number of people along his

charge will amount to at least 5,000, ,

i E

&
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8. The Superintending Officer will- be provided 'with sections for. his' guidance showing
the manner in which the road is to be formed dn different soils. These .sections are all adapted
for level ground, being the gencral character of the line from Bellary towards Hyderabad and
Kurnool ; but occasionally, where the road passes throdgh low ground, it will require to be raised
and in such cases it will be necessary to exténd the side slopes at the rate of two feet of base for
every foot raised. The side channels will be removed to a corresponding distance on each side,
go as to allow the same clear space hetween the foot of the slope and the side channel, as is
shown on the level ground. ' :

9. For instanee, accordm« to Section No. 2, "the side slope shows ﬁvc feet of base for
one of perpendicular height; but should it be necessary to raise this road for three feet, the space
_occupied by the base, would be 3 X 2 =0 fect in addition to the original five feet, making in
all 11 feet of base, be)ond which at o distance of seven feet the side channel will be cut, as shown
in ‘the Section. o ' ‘

10. In making the road over ]evel ground in cotton soil, the natural surface of the ground
to be occupied by the road is not to be disturbed, nor is it to be raised above the natural level
by throwing the same kind of soil upon it ; but the road-way is to, be raised and formed entirely

with gravel, and drained by side channels. as shown in Section No. 2, 'In excavating .

the side chaniiels, the whole of the surface soil is to be thrown outside the channels, and only

such good firm gravel as may be found in them to be applied to the formation of the road, '

which, as before. stated, i3 to consist of gravel only. - Should this material not be found in
sufficient quantity in the side channcls at the depth of one yard, pits are to be opened for
obtaining it at convenient intervals along the road, say at every 400 yards, where the ground
slopes greatly ; a check chaunel may be made on the upperside of the road only ; but the practice
of digging continuous check channels for the sake of obtaining gravel, and where they are not
req\ured for drainage, should be dlscontmued :

“11. "In digging for gmvel 'the whxte chyey kind first met with in the pit is inferior to
the more stony kind found at a greater depth. In some cases gravel can be met with at the
‘surface, especially in the banks of nullabs or on the summits of gentle undu]a.txons but in
opening pits, the .depth at which it is obtainable varies from 1 to 4 yards.

12. When a road in cotton soil has to bo raised from its pa.asmrr throutrh low lands, the
raising should e effected in the first with the ordinary soil, and covered afterwards with gravel
to the usual thickness. But where bridges .or drains are to be built, it is recommended that
" the raised road, or the natural hank, as the casc may be, should be cut to an easy slope for the

ascent and descent of bandies, say 1in 10 or 12, leaving the approaches to the masonry works’

to be constructed when the works themselves are built. It is not probable that the masonry
_works for these bridges will bo completed for some years to come, and it is of importance
therefore that the roads, while under formation, be made a once as easy for the transit of
wheeled conveyances as can be done w:thout solid works of masonry.

13, Where it is necessary to make a road over a rugged and rocky surface that precludes
the formation of regular side channels, it is desirable that the more prominent rocks be removed
by mechanical means (perhaps assisted by fire), and that the whole surface be then covered with
good firm soil. To prevent this soil from being washed away by the rains, both sides of the
road should be protected by a stone facing, formed with the stones prevxously removed, to
which others should be added should they not prove sufficient.

14, In cases where an old road may have been formed by the removal of large rocks
and stones it appears advisable that this road should in general be followed, if practicable, for
ca,rts rather than the labor should be incurred of removing such obstac'les for a new road.
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1:0\ In firm hard gravelly soil capable of resisting the effect of . rain, it will only be

“necessary to-form the road by the excavation of side chaunels of the dimensions shown in
. Section 70¢ 3. This will raise the roa.d as has been ascertained by caleulation, about nine inches in

‘the, middle so as to form a sloping surface towards cach side, and to providefor the wear and

* tear of traffic. In this case there will be no exterior bank, but all the earth will be required to
“form the road. ’ ‘ ‘

16. Where the rad has to be formed over drif.‘ted sand, such as the portion in the cast bank
of the river Huggry at Mokah, where the gand is nearly one mile in extent, the surface to be

occupied by the road should first be levelled and then covered with cotton soil and sand
" mised together when met toa ‘depth of at least nine inches, water being at hand the above

mixture of clay and sand is to be firmly tamped when wet ;: and should gravel be procurable,

2 coating of this material of one foot in thickness. will be spread over all, and tamped so as

to form a hard surface which will be an immense relicf to loaded carts and cattle.. Instructions

" have been given to Captain Devereux to form the abovementioned portidn in accordance with

these remarks ; but the surface will afterwards require to be cleared of sand every year, as it is

~ blown up from the bed of the river by the high winds of the westerly monsoon,

‘17.  With reference to the degree of tampmo- that should be given to the. road, there can
bs no doubt that every road in India should be well watered and beaten during the process

© of formation, But as water is so scarce at this season, and in many places would have to be

brought from a great distance, it will be‘suﬂic‘iént in such places to give merely a stiperficial

~ tamping so as to bind the surface materials .together, and to provent the high winds from
- blowing away the pulverized clay, leaving a more sufficient tamping to be given to the work

when it may be saturated with rain during the monsoon. / some places it is probable water

may be found in some of the pits excavated for gravel;  ¢h will greatly assist in the first

tamping. These gravel pits should be of considerable size; 10 yards square, as it is probable

' that some of them may afterwards be turned into wel] ad - thus they may prove of great

bonefit to-the country

18. In -Working the parties a proper proportion of pickaxes, mamoties, and baskets should,
ke allotted to each. The general proportion seems to be 30 picks, 30 mamoties, and 60 baskets
for each party. . This may admit of modification according to soil and other circumstances.
'The Superintending Officers will keep a strict acequnt of the Government tools, enforcing upon

“their subordinates the necessity of preserving them from wanton injury or depredation.

" 19. When fhe lipe of road follows an old track used By bandics, it seems unadvisable to

lzave the old line without some substantial advantage is to be gained by doing so, such as

kigher and better ground or a straighter line. Where the old track lies over from soil, and
the line is good, . nothmv more will be required than to cut the side channels -and gpread the
hard soil so obtained over the roadwav, according to Section No. 3. But where the old road
iz much cut up, or where it has become & water course (as frequently happens) ), it i3 advisable
to carry the line on higher ground either to the right or left. And if in addition to these
drawbacks the line is found to be circuitous or otherwise objectionable, it Would be best at once
to abandon the old for a new and better line if it can be obtained.

20. ZXach party, i.e., Darogah’s party, ghould be provided with a bamboo, nine feet in
length, marked off into feet and inches, and each Darogah and Koolear should furnish himself
with a yard measure similarly marked off. It is also of great importance that each party
skould be provided with three” or four stout ropes, cach 100 \yards in length, as well as with a
supply of 30 or 40 pickets and a couple of mallets. These supplics being always at hand fresh
work will easily be marked out when required, and the mensurement of work performed will

als? be greatly facilitated.



" the people free space.to work

people will soon learh to mark out the road mdcpe.xdentlv of the Maistry, w}nch wﬂl be

APPENDIX XXVI. -

91. The attention of the “;Iwiétries should be directed to the marxixy ‘ d »j - x- .s.f

between theparties first, and then to the selecting and laying down of freshev. .y
the foremost party of each gang. A fow people ¥ “‘h pickaxes and mamoties, ane
Koolear, should accompany the Malstry to give assistance in this duty By this 1.

advautagc to the rapid progl ess of the work.

292. The daily work commences by the p“'ople of each pe~ty assembling early in the mormng
under its Darogah, who then proceeds to muster thnm and if he can write, ho notes in his list the
_names of the abséntees and also of new comers, making his’ party up to 120 people. He then

orders his party to commence work. - Meanwhile the Overseer is also it attendance and vxsxts each.
party in succession, receiving a report.from the Darogah which he verifies by examination. Each

party on the approach of the Overseer leaves the work and assembles on'the roadway in two lmes———the
ahle-bodxed men forming one side, and the aged, the women and children forming the other. The
Overscer passes between the lincs and counts the people, orders them to re-commence work, sees
that they are properly placed, that work is going on regularly, and passes on to the next party.

'The parties are placed at from 200 to 800 yards from-each - other—220 yards would perhaps be a
"good distance to fix upon as being §th of a mlle the length of road occupled by a number of
" parties could bo easily calculated. ‘ : '

23, Whilst the pzople are - at Work tfxey have a natuml tendency to crowd towards each

“other, as well as to leave off work at a spot where the ground may be hard in order to take

possession of eabier soil. It i3 therefore necessary to assign a certain space to be occupied by
a given number of work-people. .In some places one pick, one mamoty, and two baskets have
been assigned to every three ya “in length, whilst in others these numbers and proportions
have. beon varied. The main obje »wever, should always be kept in view, viz., that of giving
sithout incommoding each other, and also to prevent
accidents in the use of tools frob  ing over-crowded. A party of 120 people working 60
on each side of the road, and occup; its length at tbe rate of four people for every three yards

~ will cover a length of 45 yards.

* 24 The people are generally wustered and set to Work by 7 a. . They then work till

11 a. ., when they leave off to rest aud cook, their meals, should their village be near. This
intermission lasts for two hours, wiz, till 1 r. M., and people work again till 6. But if their

villages be far distant, they prefer one hour’s ihtermission only in the middle of day, and to be’

discharged at & in the evening instead of 6, in order to rezch their homes before it becomes

dark.
25. The people having been supplied by tools from Government, appear to “be in Ithe habit

of carrying them home with them in the evening and bringing them back next morning. As-
. long as there is a prospect of a continuance of work, this practice may perhaps not be objection-

able, 28 the possession of implemnsnts will be looked upon by the workman as a-guaraztee for
his employment ; but when the work is about to cease, a teraptation will arise to the laborer to
appropriaté to his private purposes the implement that has for so long been his companion, and
tools. _ ' '

- 26. -The baskets f'enerally ubed are too small 'md ought to be increased in size. - Tlns isa
point of importance, as upon it depends the time required for the removal of the loose earth.
The quantity now carried by the women is, in most casos, less than half what it cught to be.

Tho broad, shallow baskets used by the Wudders is the best pattern. The work of removing

earth is performed by the women, children, and the aged men, whilst ablv-bodled men are
engaged in dxggmg Wlth the pxckaxe and mamoty. R ‘

this ought to be guarded avmnqt by the a,doptxon of tlme]y meagures for the security of the-

A S N
2 Y

APPENDIX XXVl

'

2% The people are pald at two rates only, viz., two annas for the able-bodied mén, and one

, ﬁna féur pice (s Lo) for the infirm and for women, and for boys.under 16 years of age, The pay-
netr*s arc at present made weekly ; but as this is too long an interval, it fis desxrable that it

A ozr "1 be a.lt"red so that the people may receive their wages every day, or at least every second or

“{" Under the present system a man may have worked for several days without ohtaining

and should he be taken ill or die, the value of his labor will be losb But besides this,
... e employed are those reduccd to the lowest ebb of poverty, and who hawe not the means
o purchase daily food at its present triple price. It is, therefore, highly desirable that this
eans should be given. to them, in order that they may daily recruit their streagth against the
ie‘posure and laber required from them. Such an anangement if it can be carried out, is also
“dictated by humanity ; for it would have the effect of keeping the people healthy tnd fortifying
‘them agannst disease, and specially cholera to which so many of them have already fq\len victims.

‘98, The evstum above advocated might -be probably carried out by.the use of t;ukets which
o could be issued to the people in the morning and taken back in the evening in exchange for daily
" hire—each ticket being marked with its value, the person holding it would be paid accordingly on
presentation. The Overseers, with the assistance of the Gomastahs, might arrange the small
% ehs nge during the day for distribution in the evening, or should small coins not be procuranle in
’ sufficient quantity, plobably the people would be contented to receive one Rupee daily for every
"t eight or twelve persons, according to the value of their tickets, which they could divide amongst
. themselves.. 4L his arrangement would save a great deal of trouble if it would be more satisfactory.

';‘i’rto the people to be pmd in this manner daily, rather than have to wait a week for their hire. To’

i:;‘,'aqu rtain this the advantages should be pointed out to the people, and bhey shou]d be quesmoned
dlrﬂctly by thc Oﬁxcex as to which system they would prefer. :

.. 29, It remains for the Civil Enfrlncer ‘to remark upon the orderly conduct of the people,
" and the cheerful manner in which they perform their work. The organization of the people and
% their.employment in gangs ‘sub-divided into detached parties, was first established by the Colleec-

" Qverseers, the system. is being carried out with great regularity. 'The road work has been very
{i’f“‘,etn‘,_.ently performed, and the progress made more satisfactory, whilst the expenditure has
prevented large numbers of the poorer ryots from leaving the country. It will also secure a
3 permancnt and important benefit to the distriet in aﬂ'ordmn‘ easy transit for its traffic in the
. direction of the different lines. The roads will still require to he provided with masonry drains
~ 2nd bridges to render them complete ; but when these are Luilt, the lines will be of the first class
dpscz iption and equzﬂ to any in the Madras Presidency. :

.

o tor's Department and afterwards by Captain Devereux, under whom, with the assistance of the

30. As the lmes from Bellary to Hyderabad and Kurncol are the most du‘ect roads to -

thcse 1mportant stations, they should be furnished wifh public bungalows and chowkies for ;
European and Native travellers. At present they are .

¢ Nute.—T concur in this ol;ihion.
o S they arc allowed to' remain so, it will be a great drawback
.- %o their utility, The whole _of the Bellary District is lamentab!v deficient in public works of
'afc x}amtaale nature, but the lines abovementloncd are peculiarly | destltute of trees or any kind
o &mlter : !

'31. The ’linés previously marked out as far as Adony from Bellary have now been marked
‘as far as Madaverum, and Lieutenant Law is engaged in placing his Overseers on this portion,
and in-advancing the parties from Adony, who have already completed the most of the work

n‘ngh’bourmg villages will present themselves for employment in large numbers, who are now:
VW waiting for the advance of the road to share i in the Tiberality of Government Some of ther

totally destitute of any accommodation of this kind, and lfi"

4 assigned to them nesr that town. As the work advances northward, fresh people from the



":‘.}zf ing to their strength, andithat they should be instricted to bring-te =

S APPENDIX XXVIL 0 ST
people wills bring their own implements, but it will be'hecessary :
with Government tools, should, any extra tools be available ; therefc -

* forward by the'Overseers- with the advanced parties. A fresh suppl -
expected daily up to ‘this date.- According to the Collector's State:n -

. 1,665 pickaxes. have been allotted to the Bella,ry, Goa]lehl and A, n,';.{ Fall

hummers and other smalkr tools..

52, The stibe mlmates z,hould be instructed to prevent the quan: iy
‘the road from mrecdmg (:lm* a,llowed in the sections, and also to »
* lingering over their work. near their ‘own towns and villages, elthe‘ ;
‘ necessary quantxtvnf material there, or by smoothing and beating tl.
resemble a garden walk—a degree of finish quite unnecessary to a tr. i}
time and lador have already been lost by the practice above remarked. )
the object of all in authority over the work to wutilize, as rapidly as pi s -
present large expenditure of public money, - so that the Governm:
good uuerebt from the ('aplt‘l]. they are now disbursing with such gr .

Tt s of great importanco that tho side and check channels 3

. and eattle nhonuver a branch road crosses the main line by cutting 72
easy slope ; and this should be done at infervals of every half mile :
" each line. - To give access to the ad_]ommg ficlds and villages, narrov.
;”swnally be made to the v1lla;,es close to the main roads. :

34, As great injury to the roads is to be 'mppwhcnded from thg fuwr il
dicular side channels which, m some places, have been dug to St
P yards to obtain gravel, the OCivit
* ﬁ’ide'ﬁbction No. 3, - - requests that these side channels t ,
‘ ‘to a greater depth than ome yard.* ' if i
‘ea,lth be reqmrbd for the road than these will afford, it should be 'ﬁ;‘; s eskh,
channels or from pits. l’hese channels will mvarmbly be cut with slopir e, smd
~ cular sides.. i . ’
'85. Tt has been already stated that- the se check channels should b-
and on the upper side of the road oxly. . In cotton soil tho best way to o
lavge pits at least 10 yards square at mtcrv:ﬂs of 400 yards and a’ &
yards from the sides- of the road..
36. The; Supe*mtendents are partlcularly rcqucstad to observe :
quantxty to give employment to the people, shall. alwmys be careful]y 1. u i L i
“in advance before the gangs ave moved forward for its execution, an: ;' 5'i;a-'«‘".’,;:;“ s oo
. -or parties be advanced that have’ already finished the work assigned to tl ¢ '

37." The Civil Enﬂ'm%r is aware that a paper of this kind, w:v - - ' ez, 4
 haste and in the midst of other pressing duties, must be imperfect, and ‘1 E': e v
’ 13‘0:).5;6 that may occur in the forniation of expensive lines of road. But b s Hes e i
ment of the Superintendents to obviate all the difficulties they may ;;- 3
struct the roads under their Lbar've in a solid and efficient manner, i j
fidence that their zeal will lead them to use every judicious means to g ¥
being taken of the liborality of Government. It is understood to be e :
ment and of the Collector that all who present themselves should Mt
fullest extent that tools can be procured. But laziness in the als o
discouraged, and for this purposz the Civil Engineer recommends thau-a® *%.. e
empowared to summarily dismiss from the work all people who refuse t 2

Darogahs or Koolcars who may fail in their duty of efficient superiifendar

~to deficient and unseaqonable rain

" No. 588—5382.

Frox P :
| R. E' EGERTON, ESQUIRE,
i PRESIDENT oF THE PaNsaB CENTRAL FAMINE

o ’ RELIEE CoMMITTEE,
To ,

- T. H. THORNTON, ESQUIRE,

SECRETARY TO GOVERNMEM, Pansas.
Dated Zaizore, 1047 September 1870.

SIR,’

Under the orders of Government contalned in your letter No. 725, dated
29th eptember 1868, a Central Relief Commltbae was formed in ILahore to

“ adv1sc and control the Local Relief Committees, 1o receive and distribute funds,

‘to collect information, and carry out measures conpected with the famine that

~ began to be folt in the Panjab about the end of 1868 and continued with more

- or less severity, more especially in the Cis- -Satlej dlstucts until the be(rmmng
- of the pr esent year. !

2. The Honomry Secretary, Mr. Lepel (;rlﬂ‘m has now prepared a

very complete report on the subject, together with : a seb of statements showing

the results of the operations of the Central and Local Committees and of

. District Officers, which T have the honor to submit herewith,

| 3. The state of the PanJcLb during the pericd reported on, if not one
of absolute famine, was one in which the price of the necessaries of life, owing
and consequent failure of crops, was so high

that severe distress was caused to the poorer classes, and even more serious

-‘.‘_’iresults might have taken place had not timely and energetic measures been
’ &dopted to a,vert and mitigate the calamity.,

‘ 4. lhe rains of 1868 were deficient, and towards the end of that year
- such serious apprehensxons were entertalned of an approaching famine in Upper

G



A

‘ and Central Indm, that the Government of Iz&m,‘ ssued a Resolu:
of 22nd eptember 1868, hymg down the genesl prmclplcs to be
the measures to be taken by the Iocal authorities 1 n {;he event o

" hensions bemg re‘xli%ed It was believed that tha preqsure ¢

prices would i mcrec.se gradually till- November, but that if thurc
« 5 failure of the September and October rains and the rubbee Sl“:'n
¢ prepar ation must be made for a great calamity,’ the intengity <

“ not be expected to cease till the first falls of the summer ‘rai:

“ end of June 1869 and might even be prolonged for a further

vely nearly these anticipations were fulfilled, 20d how pree . ok

provmce was saved when almost all hopes were glw,n up, the pm e

In October 1868, a Central Committee was formed i

about the same time Local Committees were formed in the disvres:

for purposes of relief, andin the more ‘favored districts for <hc

subscriptions.

6. ' It was feared that/the spring crop of 1869 wou'd
Prices rose steadily during the cold weather and great distress |
poofer classes. In the end of January and the beginni.:

1869, rain fell. in considerable quantities, more ‘especially in the:

thei provinco. The crops revf red, grass began to spring up for. the =

the cattle, and the state of afrirs was altogether very hopeful, =
. in the end of March 1869 the Central Committee discontinu«# i
The state of

Sirsa and Kurnal, however, was still very critical.

of private subscriptions for tﬁe ‘General Fund.

sickness and distress increased. Rain fell in many places in
was insufficient, the season was exceptionally hot, no further rx.u:
two months, the crops began to dry up, and the condltwn of !

‘xla,lmmtr in thc extlome.

- 7. On the 1st of September 1869, private bubscrlp pins
But on the 4th or 5th of that month '.abun'dcmt re
country, not excepting the distressed Cis-Satlej districts.

.scarcity, combined with other causes, had exhausted the stois o+ «

called for.

in the province, and prices continued very high throughout tho o

5\

A
g, In November 18%%, ¢~ 1 operations of the Central Committee
) :;'vere brought to aclose, #n: i, i er Ineasures necessary. 'wer'e left to the
District Officers. ' |
9. The accoi;i- = ¢ ¢ .entral and Local Committees could not be
:losed and ;‘.7&.:‘;":'-:4."3‘-"75?4-‘ . "¢he midd]e of 1870.
arin *i’ 470 £2-11 was exPehded “in direct réliéf’, that is, in
\ w I - wames . persons unable to work. There remained a balance
N -,‘ : +. is of the Central and Local Committees. '
: Tl bvue o ddef was afforded to 61,6(?,045 persons, viz:—

" Men, s 19,54,224
Women, - ... ... ce 23,93,895
Children, ... 18,11,926

[ Co ’ : Total, ... 61,60,045

These figures are the totals of the number of persons relieved each day
o whout. *~ entire period. Of course the same persons were relieved for
Finger or shorter periods continuously or at intervals, and appear in the totals of
. = t]

3

bogread umny differ -M days.  The figures in fact show the number of “ cases of

|ehef © Tie number of dividuals affected by these cases cannot be stated.
But the number of persous receiving relief at one tune is stated in, most of the

}mmces of different districts given in the latter part of the general report

i

’ In addition to those relieved in Phis way, 25,83,990 persons tvere relieved

“indirectly by being employéd on special works of public utility. These consisted
i : : - -
of—

Men, - ... vee 11,77,206

Women, oo e e 9,00,718

b Children, = = ... - ... 5,06,066

. This does not include the large number of persons employed on the

m'dmmy works in progress in the Public Works Depzu tment.

-
1

11. Takavi advances “were fir eely granted b} Glovernment during the
’fcmnne especially in the Dehli fmd Hissar Divisions. In the Iatter the amount
“'advanced increased from Rs. 15,350 in 1867- 65 to Rs. 1,65,327 in 1868-69. A
large number of tanks for agricultural and drinking purposes were cpnstx ucted

" in that Division, and also a large number of kutcha or temporary wells,



ki
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o . STATEMENT No. 4 S

wstill greater increase. In

: ('R Y

12, The sums advanced in 1869 )

aage
3

54,091 was ad 1. of *ABSTRACT'ACGOUNT OF THE AMOUNTS RECEIVED AND EXPENDED ON
’ vaneed ; of o A(‘COUNT OF DIRECT RELIEF, IN THE PUNJAB, DURING THE FAMINE
OF 1868-69, 1869-70. :

;‘ the Dehli and Hissar Divisions alone, a swpy of /i,
| which Rs. 1,15,045 was in the Hissar district.:.

The irrecoverable Land Revenue balances

o

‘ to Rs. 1,06,8 f = el “P 1869 70 amounted .
toR 85, of which the prmmpalultems wery 25 (i mwd . . : INCOME.
‘ C ' « R o ol ' 1. Subscriptions realized in the several districts for Local'and
BOhtuk’ “om . e ' General Relief Fuuds.—(As per Statement No, 2, Col. 2, ... ] 41,813 [...| 6
. ) 2, Donations rvealized in the several districts, for Local .md
. Slrsa, - ... General Reliet Funds.—(As per Statement No. 2, Col. 3),... {1,40,083 |11, 9
. o 3. Direct subscriptions and donations to ** Central Relief Cow- .
Montgomery, . mittee,” (other.than the amounts remitted by District
" Officers from No. 1 & 2, ) for Geueral Relief Fund” —(As .
Bunnoo, eee per Statement Na. 3, Dr. buk), 2,646 |...|...
. . 1,84,542 12! 3
. ’ oy 4, Government equivalent to private subscriptionsand domtmns :
- * o ® oo % et LT . grauted to several dlbtllda "-(Ab per Statement No. 2, Col. C . i
S 4), 1,49,335 | 6 5 S
I S 5. QGover nmenthnwalentto priv ate subser mtxonsand douat:on: ‘
20. recomm o . allowed to * Central Relief Committee”.—(As per State- ' i . ’ A
‘ ;. end that the unexpended bzlance in tie’ js bl Trea- - ment No. 3, Dr. Side,) . 713 ... {1,56,418 | 6 5 .
surles and 1n the han : . 6. Government gxantb, other than the Government Equllalon —l i
:. ands of the Committee be invested in Govermw vzc ilies. . « allowed to several dlstnctb —(As per Statement No, 2, - i
i dnd re o ‘ Col. 5,) . 20,226 | 8! 9} .
E served, ‘together with the balances of former Famine Funu s fa e 7. Govemfnent grants from the “ Old Famine Fund,” allowed
, ) T o , to “Central Ltelief Committee ”.—(As per Statemeut No. 3,
emergenueq e D Side,) ... 75,000
- T 8. Intevest on ('lmemment "Securitics of+ Old Famine Fund,”
21. I w - B allowed to © Central Reliet Coinmittee .—(As per State- .
i ould bring to the notice of Government the services whicih i ' _ment No, 3, Dr. Side), o - 10,762 | 8)... o
riffin renc s - » 9. Balace of the old * Lancashire Famine Fund,* with in- | R
lered as Honorary Secretary to the Central Relief. ‘Commitice : the terest, made over to “Central Relief Committee”.—(As per . _ : : -
‘ . Statement No. 3, Dr. Side, ) . “w o 1,213 110, 1§ 86,976 | 2/ 1
Lllle L4 i} 3 R v [EL R . R x4
f poxtlon of the Committee’s duties fell upon him, and he has dl%lnroed e ' 4 Toras I ’ Nt
them most excellently. The 3 S , OTAL BBy wee wee f e e o] vee e e 448,103 18 6
e Comnntfee expressed their se ' S ‘ 4
services in their Resoluti f tl : ponse of M. Grifin's. .. : | © BXTENDITURE
. eir Resolution of the 29th Nov : - :
was held.  The st N 0 ember 1869, when the final meetmo' R 10, 'Cost of feeding destitute persons in the several districts of the 3
¢ C ne strong human 8 110 . province. —(As per Statement No. 2, Col. 8), ., 2,564,258 | 3 7
" much of his 4 ¢ Y P“thy thh led Mr. Griffin to deVOte so - 11, Amounts of pecuniary assistance given to destitute persons '
ch o1 his time and attentio ' : . iu the several districts.—(As per SwtemeutNo , Col. §,) 1,606,462 } 3} &
bt T . n to this work does not require praise to stxmulate ‘ Contral Rétief C Bablioh | —j—|4,20,720 | 7I...
1%; bu consider that Y 12, *Central Relief Committee’s " Estublis ment pay.—(As per
; that Mr. Griffin has well earned the commendation ‘of Govern- - Statement No. 3, Cr. Side, ) 995 | 1...
ment for th -13. Printing Relief Forms aud Env elopes, by  Central Kehef
e zealoub and efficient performance of a laborlous duty : , . Committee™—(As per Statement 3, Cr. Side, ) ... .. | 1162 &
- 14. Cheque Books { Bank ) for * Central Relief Committee”.—
" . - (As per Statement No. 3, Cr. Side), S I ‘
: S 15. Sundry charges, by ¢ Central Lelief Commlctee —-—(As per . :
I have &e., | : . Statement No. 3, Cr. Side), A 1160 Lu6po g
. . C ' . —
4 o . '16. Amounts refuuded in the sueral districts. -—(As pex State- . ! .
E. EGERTON,% . : T mentNo 3CoL10) e JUPR IRV O ST, 5% B
Torsn Bty vee e | e o e | 18263007 112

I’resulen{ C’entral Famine Relief C'onmut{ee, | - :
Mk e BALANCE IN HIAND.

P(mJab ‘ ‘ :
) 17. Inthe several District Treasuries,—-{As per Statement No. ) |*18,320 '11] 4
? PR rilie) ] 21,851 11 7
: . 18, \Vlth the “Central Rehef”ommlttec » ——(As per 8 Statenicnt SEUIO (TN I B ‘
A ‘y - No. 8, Cr.Side), .. . wi . 3,564 1.0 8
i * N, B.~It is possible that sums may lave hedn disbursed fxom this balauce, in some d[;ln(,h, after
. the close of the Central Relief Comunttec s gperations,
LEPEL GRIFFIN,
) ' Secretlary, Cenlral Jtelief Cominittee,
e
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