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(& REPORT 0% THE PULNL MouN ’I“AI\‘\ TO ACCOMPANY 'rhr sHuw SERIES

LAY

oF Skrrones By LisuT Cor. D, Haunurox, 44TH l"vn T N L

1. 1n consequence of my Regiment Leing ordered on helvue t4

O sy

NMbs | China, 1 had to leave the Pulni Mountains without having ¢d
) : the sertes of sketches, explored the western plateau, or visited the lower
= a\g %? range of these Hills. On my return from China, 1 obtained the sanc-

tion of Government to rev it the Pulnis, and accomplish these objects ;
but the season nob being favowrable at this time, T proceeded to the
Shevaroy Hills, and trml k a series of sketches, which, with my report, .
is already before Govermment. 1 then visited the Pulnis, apd explor-

ed the South Western range, which is but little known, being cutively
uninhabited ; this wild tract extends from Kudaikarnal to the Western

NO. ' ridge of mountains separating the Pulnis from Travancore, comprising
an avea of some 30 square miles of undulating plateau of about the

l I{ [(q I l ‘:%r{ o same elevation as that of Kudaikarnal.
)P() I \f T ) 9 Hour miles to the west of Kudaikarnal there is a high range of

shove the platean on which the settle-
bigl s the Pecrmarhnullay Peak,

. hiils rising frow S0G Lo 1OUD e

C
OIJ [JIH(JTOR’S ()F‘PYICE ment. 1% i«)u:m;{‘i, being nearly

The hole of the platean to the westward of, and beyond, this ridge, is

T 1 ’ there sre not visible from the summits of thal wouutain and conse-
. (uently does not appear in the panorama (sketch No. 1. The sholas
9 0 O 9 @ < @ S IO B0 /@ V0O, D or forests on the Western range are more extensive, the precipices over-
) e "’-\). g :J)’/ LRSI AN 1 ‘i_:'-);jf)-}:j_w hanging the Cumbum valley more lofty and abrupt, and the s‘?enexj
0 ’1‘5)6‘1_; éﬁ'(busurr QuuwT - _g altogether s of a suore Impressive nature and far grander than that in
& o : PN (} ) D the neighbourhood of Kudaikarnal (vide sketches No. 4 and No. 9).
O % VAR ) / ! 0 'T'he rainfall isaiso heavier in this direction; the trees are more thickly
@ o1& Umﬁgbbu P23 ,DG TE 6 (55555 0 covered with mosses, lichens and orchids ; the Neilgherry nettle
g Q;}MTL/](L:I}L:S ’II’ 7(6}7} 7 “) 0 abounds in the sholas: all indicative of incn:eas?d.lrloist.un'e and a damper
0 @UUC'W-@ 04 55 fEI’Tm g climate. Mr. Markham, I am told, 15 of opinion that the Cinchona
0 _@ would thrive a few miles to the westward of Kudaikarnal.
g 0 Mo \\\\‘\!‘f@ ﬁi-) {)iree't}y east of the peak mf}rkﬂ(} Chendanur Hill Tree in
) jis T é@lﬁ . "7 O No. 62 of the lmgonometrlca'l Survey Map, is a valley in which 1 dis-
° i et & 0T u_/&q‘“/. 0 covered the ‘bed of an extensive natural lake (vide sketches Nos. 6 &7)
o QWU D. eqgafurr T | O The valley is evidently the bed of a lake, as the water-line, (which
o GG WIT LI D O ‘ : first attracted my attention) from 10 to 12 yards hroad, is very
o) 2 ‘ tinetly marked, and follows all the windings of the hills. reser
) v
DI Y YV Y I VI V9O O I O



A OTASI-DTOWN T 1
S grown roadway, The lak
. - AUwWay, A<~,Ga,))q,~.nd- .Y C Ly
bill at tL ppacent!y was formed b - o spnr ‘
e 1 ‘ _ J b aspur of a
. lor{jhern end of the valley cansing a natural « b {"J |
ankment which has long since been breached. I} e
SUEDLUS Water 1ol . veached. dhe outlet for
plus water prior to the bursting of the cinbankment w N:, :!}:e
np)e]. or s " ) . . o i 83 LB e
of }Bod 0}’1\““”” 5“'}[‘{“““‘&5 wto the Combum valley in the direstjon
maikenocor. There are ey . ' '
Ji Y en ere are evident signg that an extensi
SIp must bave occurred at the lower op btl o e
. ) A northern extremity of the s
but whether the land slip formed op ‘-lv\Lu) D e ke it ‘ the :;k;\’
cult to say { observe : . stray e thae g, it now diffi-
to sy, s A4 nu witer-ling
o on the unbreached porti “thel
spur ; i obable therofon s unhrcacheid portion of the
1' : f l;}pl )B)ab[(‘ Eherefors that the water of the Tuke eradually s {
sing into the . s 4 . 3 C 11 ke (e (‘./"'ﬂ"
ih : h tl 1? e the kindslip, ang eventuall ﬁ:me(l its W‘lp
hrouch t SRR . 1 eventually fore
virough the ciu ulment. The breach is nof, il 140 lt‘;
feet across at the . ore thin per i)
oL ; ; at the top, and narrows considerably towards the | .
ahout 90 or et deor (1] o wards the busesit is
e or 100 feet deep, (vide sketeh No 85 The S e s
0 . o » v . T Te ar ills
each side of the breach, so that the outhy in 1 are high hills on
: Ay in re

}’“vrati\"el . tll o . . pairin(f it, Win I },‘5 O~
y trifling. Jluigmg from the g ild be com

been hetween 41 and 5 miles Jone vy ?"“vt(/:l“}lhc the l“l\(c must have
Mo thwe ‘iu:a'te;'s of a itl“:_:, cxl;i;ll»‘t‘efx.zlllg o breadth from gnarter
”"],'y'fl"nnl o 153 T o , o
o :-? tol ] >?()’ yards aeross.  The course of the upper portion lics
wst and west for about 2 or 21 miles, when it takes a sud
‘t'””‘ ab nearly right angles to the north. The depth of water a ?:: den
iave heen from 30 to 40 feet, inereasing to 60 or 70 feet near HI:Z b:;snttf

e marmmwest beud, where it is

"The }),Ed of the lake is now a large moarass, with & consideralle strew
}.n(‘-.andering through it, the hanks studded with l'l'lO(lOdCll(il';)l t '(“ n’
{vide sketch No. ). This stream is fed by six others, four of wh '1} o
of s=ome size. Themain stream near the lower cm,l of the o “":‘"
ab b 13 yards across and from four to five feet deep t}L f“omss |
'\vat.er is sufficient to rveform the lake in a comy;a.rxtti\fe,l " l(‘zhb“pply .
of time should the breach be vepaived. There are about l‘)()' ’ ‘T"f' Sp'a?f:
of beautifully undulating downs round the lake bed (vide S]:Q:f]u e\mei::s
And thvough devoid of wood in the innnediafe neighbnurh(‘m: (;\‘li;lrl).tl’).
‘(ff.‘;’f’ttnt:; “;ewhl)i(:tm‘esque sholas on the slopes of (?ll(“llvi]ilnul' H ill(;
s;iu::efy e“e:{;ii}é ::)flgc:l it .wo.uld be a pit.y to dcj-struy, vet, there are
made accessible by road: :SlWlthm hes ot tOl'lr s, whirn conkd e

4. The vicinity of: t;".onlg th(.} p%at-cuu wx}l xlout,’]nm]. ditenlty.

‘hese hills, either for o ;; :‘Lk(: is in my opinlon by far the: hest site
om of bhe olatenn at, ilitary Cjuutonment or Sanitarium. The

foet, and U above the sca is about the same ag Kudaikarnal,

leet, an the bed of the I?‘l'f" itself is within o few hundred

o B

e 3

)

3

feet of thai of Ootacamund ; the ground ncar the northern end of
the lake, being wmore in-mountain than. Kuwlaikarnal, 1s less subject to
mists from the low country which so constantly envelope the latter
gettlomont. ; owing however to the precipitous character oi the southern
\tains & road from Rodynuikenvor, the nearest ap-
15, would be a difficult, theugh perhaps ot an hnprac-
t present there js a hill pass trom Bodynaikenoor
anur Hill, which is oe-

spurs of these mow

proach from the plait
ticable, undertaking ;#
to Manavanoor, two miles t0 the west of Chend
casionally used by the tradevs and hill men, but isnot pr

understand, forl
5. The site of this ancient lake is about 12 miles south-« est of
Kudaikarnal ‘and 9 miles from the Travancore boundary line. Captain
Ward, who surveyed the Pulni range in 1824, appears from his official
rnal, to have passed a whole day on Chendanur Hill, yet, strange to
say, he did not observe the water-line in the valley below, which, being
as [shave already stated from 10 t0'12 yards broad, is a conspicuous
object on each side of the morass. From.the .enquiries I have made,

stence of the lake appears to have been quite unknewn prior to

acticable, I

caded bulloeks or ponies.

jou

the exi
my discovery.

6. As the outlay in reforming the luke woild not as faras T am
able to judge cxeeed 10,000 rupees, and the water would thes be turned
into the Cumbum valley, where it is groatly w anted, nstead of lowing
to little purpose, as it now does, into the Ambrawutfy; it becomes a
guestion for cousideration, whether the advantagesthereby gained would

nob more than repay the probable expenditure to be incurred.

7. T have but little to add to my previous report on the high

range, except the experience acquired in respect to the climate from

a further residence on these charming mountains.  The registers of the

thermomoters. annexed will show the remarkable equability of the

temperature. The year I resided on these hills, viz., from November
1861 to November 1862, was an excoedingly web one. 1 was told by an
old resident that more rain fell thay had Dbeen known for the last len
yearsf yot, there was scarcely a day on which out-door cxercise
could not be taken and without the risk of getting wet.  The climate,
in my opinion is superior to that of Ootacamund ; with nearly the sar
elovation, the temperature is milder and the air mere balmy ; it
proaches more to that of Kotagherry thar any other place I i'r

the Neiigherrics. Asaproof of the geneval wildness of the el



r
4
mention sty vies ri i of ‘
that btlawbel!leﬁ ripen in every month of the year from
January to December.

the TSe\:a, p}:’ﬁ:t.he'r S“Cht{" Cli;nftte_ is ?vell. adapted for the‘ cultivation of
on, hut §he 15 & qufs 00 1 am qurite incompatent to give an opinion

’ ". pl&nts,,;jhom some sceds gowm by Dr. Cleghora in 1859
were f%OWenng in 1862, Though no care whatever had beew taken of
them, in fact they were allowed to grow porfectly wild, and though theiv
growth: was much impeded by some anipal eropping off the fresh

i
3310<>t,s,_yet, they appeared healthy ang thriving, notwithstanding
these disad vantages. &

2. Th? increased facility of aceess tg the Neilgherries has abtracted

8o many vesidents within the last few years that the cost of honse reng
and every nezessary of life Las nearly doubled, and is likely still further
to 1ncrease ; persons of moderate menns will therefore q:\'eutuall be
.\t_vngces&tater_l to look elsewhere for some o:,her' les exl-)oﬂeli V(; loc;ﬂitvy ond
when it becomes gencrally known that. within 99 miles of e Neilgher-

:ﬂ:}thﬁri ,\ a it pleben possossiug a climate equal if uot superior
t,j:)ﬁ]();i, ‘ln tizfiu(:zzzgi; \ghcm Lh‘f llfmg% ties n"f lii}i, cout maeh less, atten-

v andoubtedly be tyrned in that direction, and before many
years the importance of the Pulnis will be - acknowledged sod | 'ﬁmen!«
ated. At present the want of houges, the dificulty of pjmiti‘ingiﬁ Dy .
(there being no bazaar) ns well s that of acvess, deter many people from
visiting these mountains. The sottlers ou the Neoilgherries, however, had

these same difficulties to contend with at . period when enterpm

S0 Wi
dormant compargd with whet it is as the presens day. Tt hut the
e b & AN Les il o Yo TR T e - '.,. ~
lak e wconstm_(,tei and & Oadrm‘ule to it, and this magnjficent,
sheet of water from [2to 15 milasin civcamference, situated according
to my judgment and experfence In one of the finest climates in the
world, will of it b i dombe fo 1 it ;
, ‘Of tself attract residents to ifs vieinity when once the ad-
vantages of climate

and gituation are better known than ag present.
Wi

143

become ge oessible as many of the

are ob e, by dhie extoevizion of
. o o
Fﬂ”'ﬁi!!‘?{rll

and economy of L

b have po danb ¥ anprecing-
1

Ty 3 ¢ s e L ) "
Ehee tead Qhuoters of uhn Fairopgans

i gy
sred in the sonthe
o 18 ‘\'U“'j‘@“ B IT RENRTI . .
TR T - ravision, vivaihag Oolacamund in many res-
Caliaiyn YU ane » . - ER
v PEEEY R, aqunlline it i slahrity of ol e
. st LIAAD) 8 A OF Sinane,
Twvisi, bt iln g
oty ths e 131,
R Vit tower  Pali was a harp

ied one; [ wend at

L.

. .

‘what was considered the healthy senson, but found &L' nearly eversy
village wany of the inhabitants prostrated with fever of a sevm"e ret
mittent type affecting the 1\xrugs—fscw'ces~a.l .dezx"‘ohs. had UCC\u'red,:sonm
during the time T was o the hills. T theretove (hi! not deem it ad--
visable to remain longer than I could possibly avold, aml’was n().t, abla
to take .so many sketches or .become so well :{qu.l‘?l-u)‘t;?d with the
people, climate, and })POPel'tlés of this range, as T had XVS[SJ}P(‘.

12, The Lower Pulnis cor prise the eastern portion of the ronge.
The lofty Peermarl I'V[_ullay az‘z'd. Por-.j.n‘a:a. Hill, with their r‘.(_mxjec;;mg
ridges, jut out @ corisu:{‘j EII&M? distanee into them from the western hage

(vi:io sketch No. 2). The height of the lower range does not exceed
5.“’9 foet, above the sealevel, gradualily decreasing at the eastern f“:;trr-,-‘

rity to 2,000 and 1,500 fecl. The conntry is undulating, consisting of

o sories of hills and valleys finely wooded (vide sketches Nos. 14, 11

and 14). The general appeavance of the Lower Pulnis is somewha,t -
similar to that of the Shevaroys, but the forest trees _are larger and
there is much less extent of bare vock and serubby jungle, than is met
with on the latter hills, the soil being far superior. Water though less

abundsnt than on the upper range is not scarce, except iu the lawer
villages of the Verupatchy Hills.  The Gultl\'i‘tt‘i on round the \"lilages
is excecdingly striking and heautitul, the flelds ave hgdged.m and

2 number of trees being left in the nidkst of thes cultivation gives the
whole scene a homelike aspect (vide sketeh No. 1L}

13. There are six ghauts up to the lower Pulnis. Two on the

T,

i a1 A :
Northern sido. from Verupatchy, one leading o Tandigody

i Vi
Paucheloor and the othier to Perryoers, one on the east from Adtoor to
Audaloor and Perryoor and three on*thesouih, viz, from Tyam-
pollimm to Manunalur, from ly:mnpollimn to Tandigody, and a thivd from

* Davadanuputty to Punnakad. They are a“ll- extremely rugged and -‘f“‘
madé. The only one I am acquainted with Is the Mannalur pass, which
is sueh @ continued succesaton of boulders of rock, that it was with the
gfeatest difficulty my ponies could get down it.  There is a DATOW
rugged path leading from Kudaikarnal to Punnakad and Tondigody,
bub it is not often used, and is barely passable for ponies.  Tandigody
15 about 18 .miles from Kudalikzu'nal by this route,

1% The Lower Pulnis contain about £.000 inhabitants distribut-
ed in 13 principal villages and 67 hamlets comprising the various

castes of hil} tribes as on the higher range ; \"iz,, Kaoonoovers, Paliaes,



'

. . U
' "i;ﬁzt%es, &e., but the Poliars are pe

ress of !
country, Thﬂ};’o;};e I::: 'a,nd lWOmen is similar to that worn in the low
range and many of ti S0 Tobust a race as the inhabitants of the higher
y of them show  the offacts of fever by enlarged spléena

and  swollen ahd
omens.  Smal] pex .
am N POX oceasionally commi S
in oot them.’ and cholera is no unknown. The }\rrilla es l: m":;b’:;
s on the high range, but the houses gener. & >

e numerous on the lower range.

ally though similar in con-
Mr. Clark’s report. ;tmf‘ition are not :O Weﬁl built. « Each
for the greater part of the ;:‘; 3; hgzﬁzsﬂ'esses a house in the ?rillage, but
farmsteads where the cattle are usuall ont membens o it e on thlr
Thege tarmsteads are near the'cultivag
from the village; a ca: -
or hamlet.”

Pegned throughout the year.

\gregation of th » Sometimes four or-five miles
o) 2 0 ese L
s¢ huuses constitutes a "¢ putly’

‘
+ v

15, The lower i e
T range is generally k N
the desi . g o svitTelly kKnown by the Nativ ’
o ‘slggatl()n of the Tandizody and Vorupatch;, Hill dt';es ;ndcl:
ontaing the Vi”‘zﬂ‘m- of T A . AR 1118, ne ormer
.. ages ot Tandieody, Kaam, )
gy the villg S0y, Baumanur, Poolatur, and Punnakad,
Pauch elooj VL‘?J:I‘“;IG;S are attached ; the latter the villages of Perryoor
) akadoo, Kunnanoor : and - Vinnell base vi ,
\ od - Vinnelly: yillag
have 48 hanilets aht:wh;ed to them, ' 84 of | which! b m, g ryoen,
‘ P,

the principal village ogthe lower Puluis.  The northern lopes of

marlmullay on which the village of Kowujee is situated, belongs to the g

Zemindary of Ayagudy and the extreme eastern portion of the hills be-
longs to the Kunnevaudy Zemin dary. The former i:sbox}ndéd on the I‘til
and west by the villages of Baulsamoodrum and Ayzwudy‘ on th‘ " ;t
by Paucheloor and Tandigody, and on the south by t}:a I;e}ermaﬂx:u?la:
mounttain. The Kunnevnsu(Iy‘Zemindary, generally known 4% the Aud d
loor and Mannalur Hills, eontains four principal villages, vis Mz‘w‘nna‘l:-
Auda,l?or, Thonimalay= Pandimalay, which have tweI:e imrl:'l’ebs attac}:
;;1. The Zemindary isx bhounded on the north by Pulkanooth and
unnevaudy, east by Dhorzsutputty and Autoor, south by Narsinga-

puram, and on the west by Tandigody and Pancheloor.

16. AN
on the lowerh;’lclllen;:(;: ‘tha/n'S,OOO ncres otj l.z?nd are under cultivation
The soil i very riChvu.-tted in the most fertile valleys of the range..
ginger, curdarr}mns, pla;xta',liqr:: E:“f!‘.wts n_t t,hes? h,il,]s a‘“?{ turmerie,
ragoo, tennay, ragee, cum[;’ 3 l\'lm, castor-oil-séeds, ﬁ;(-,e-, shama, |
wort is a descris u 00, m.ld a few potatoes. The chief staple
plion of 1“'“1!%11; peculiar to these hills; much prized

. and some of the dry eere

{he low country.  The markets of Dindigul and the
5 are extensively supplied with it The fruip is small,
,very rich and aromatic 1n ﬂm;ou.r, and to my taste "is even superior to
the well known Guindy Pl ntain, Turmerie, ginger, vendiun, mussard
reals are (‘:.}pr)]:’(,ed,‘a]so the jack fruit.  In the

"@i’y the Natives in
.neighbouring town

jungles are fonnd, the jack, mango, oringe, lime, citron, wild cinnamon

and wild nutmeg trees the pepper, vise and rattan. There has

Leen, in times past & cons\ider‘c\vble (uantity of tenk and blackwood in
n, Y

tlie forests, but the former has almost, disappeared, and bub fittle of the

Jatter i Jeft. On the slopes near Poolatur, the sandal wood tree 1s still to

be found, but scarce. The black danmer tree
A . 'g re- . . . .
Vide Captain Beddome and wild nitineg abound in many of the
wid. . L.
¥ sholas. The jungles also contain some valu-

{
able fibres which ave mauch used Ly the Natives for wmaking ropes, &e.

17, There are extensive forests in the viciuity of Tandigody and
Perryoor, in which trecs of gigantic size are still to be found—there ave
ery dense sholas in the Puucheloor divection, but the greater part of
st land has been destroyed and exhausted in cultivating the
I understand has beeu put & stop to of lnte years,

also
t¢he best. fore
plan tain. This practice
but not i hme Lo sve what would have proved most valuable coffee
Bl My, Clarke in his report states.
Lo cultivated 1s mosb destruetive to the 1
ray for plantain gardeus.  After selecting an eligible

« Pheway in which the plantaiu is
arge furests, which are fast disap-
“ pearing to make
.« spot, the trees are felleid without regard to their value, aud when dry
« are burned. The ashes form a valuable manure, corvecting the acidity
¢ of the rich vegetable mould, turning it into a most. productive suil.
« The soil 15 lightly seratched and sown witke dry grain and the plan-
“Lains plamtt‘.d at regular distances these plantains continue to hear
o fruit {rom 10 to 30 years. As soun as the soil is exhausted - another
“w wood is selected ; consequently in every direction cxtensive pateliesof
“strub jungle show where fine forests have been felled, ard after being
“ exhausted as a p‘.unta,in garden the ground has been left to run waste.”
18. The following, referring to the cultivation of the different
produce, is also extracted from Mr. Clarke’s report.  The open fields are
som?tim‘cS’when well situated near the village and of rich soil, cultivat-
ed annudlly with turmeric. Many of them however are left waste
until they are again overrun with jungle, when the cleaning takes
place a second time. The plantain gardens are never artificially watered,



-
The slope of y hill near some l’l'in(r s oceleoted the
gz:mmd and atnosplere being mi{ﬁ(.‘j:) it
Ginger requiyes shade, and is often
times 14 is sown it the forest unds
twelve months to come to perfoction
tields and takes 18 ;nonth;:
cardamoms are grown

W to bring the tree o pertection.
trees, some

s PRe v the forest trecs—it takes
The Turmeric is grown in ths
before it is ready for gathering. The

l I the sholas o forests, They requive much
-su::.:je, and need much eare in their cultive tion
AL ¥ B¢ iy

bearing for 5 years, the fruit whi

devoured by rats and squirre

weeded the fruit is lost,.
seed very inferior.  Bice i< o

ax}d the seed very inferior. Rice 18 either grown in the nuushy ground

or on ground watered hy sy -

‘ all chanuely Jog from streams, the grain is
much superior to that grown on the l

higher : il being

\ Hab range from the soil being

so muck richer.  Mv, (luko 18 of opini ‘

T, - arke 1s of opinion that guoen

in thisrieh sail fror § ! Sug‘ar o would auswer
o Frezay are often raised on the same land,

and returus, he is inciined fn Sielivve, not less thay 100 per cent

they do not core into
ch grows out of the roots is greedily
ls, and yplegs the garden is kept well
Inthe dry seagons the return is very small

vhich two erops

. o . :
18 There is SCArcely any coffee
Perrioor there is a
. belonging

cultivation on these hills. At
small plantation | but including some trifling patches
to the villagers, the whole extent des nog' e mdm& vy,
Part of this plantation was originally an cld: plantain clearing allowe

to run waste for a nwaber of yenrs and covered with dense scrub; and
part was primeval forest.  The difference in appearance of the trees iy
very marked, those on the old cléaring being stunted and weak, while
those on the forest land are strong and vigorous. The only other

illages, was a small
nevaudy Zemindary
ate 13 on five rich forest land, and the trees
ng. In consequence of go much of the best
forest land having been alveady cleared for plantain cultivation, I fear,
there is no great opening for coffes on these hills, though there is still
some line forea_;t Jand in {he neighbourhood oﬁl‘andigodyi Per'ryoor,
Paucheloor, and Mannalur yniouched. I cannot say whether the lower
Pulnis would prove Suitable for the culture of the Tea plant, but I have

no d'“*ubé/ ‘tr (l 2 v ot} T 1 1 t, S Y j 2 &NMG)
i h()lﬂ gI‘O\, t“e e "ll st as Y (‘,ll as t d()eS On t/hl, Sh
AO, Th(’v wang ¢ I‘ . ]. t‘ 7 i;l‘l. tlle 10 v

ng .)f Troa S c'lnd ea,SY commun Cation Vyi

st drawback to the opening up these hills, and the
tature of the climite generally, is another ; but were

~

coffee T heard of, except a few patches near fhe v
plantation of shout (2 acrds at Mannalur in the Kun
which T also visited-—this est
looked healthy and flourishi

conutry s the greate
extremely feverish

hmnidit,_}' of the

wn under the shade of the plantain

&
9

. Ty ‘ alleva
b swamps that are met with in nany of the val o
the denne OVOrgrow i |
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