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PROCEEDINGS OF THE M2

Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue :—

Reporting on the Abkarry arrange-")
ments .in force at Qotucamund, ‘
after reference 1o the Collector, to
aﬁ Improvement Commltee, and Y (Here enter 2nd November 1860,
to residents at the station, as | No. 5,048). .
required by Government, in their '
Proceedings, dated 15th August | - el
1860, R. D., No. 1,367 IR AR el T g

Nodpa,

ORrDER THEREON, Tth December 1860, No. 2,329.

1. In these Proceedings the Board reply to the Order of Govern-
inent of 15th August 1860, No. 1,367, wherein a report was called for
on the existing state of things in connection with the Abkarry Contract

i

at Ootacam%lsnd- '
_ 9. This requisition had its origin in a Report* of a Committee
. appointed at a meeting of the inhabitants
*Enclostire to G, 0. 3lst July : : - U .
L e 40, Judicial Do, of Ootacamund, for the purpose of taking
T partinent. ‘ steps towards the redress of grievances under

a ifu @umﬁ Auws - * which the residents generally were suffering.
' ' S a__@bj o 3. The first resolution passed referred more especially to « the

LG SDEFE abobsd ' insolence, fraud and drunkenuessof domestic servants * and these
aoule prea */ q,é evils the Committee observed (Report paragraph 2,) were « mainly

HE due to the working of the Abkarry ‘Department, and the inefficiency of
. )(« _ the Police.” -
. AW, I 4. 'The Board were desired, after having procured information from
& Wa /D5 the Collector of Coimbatore, the Improvement Committee, and individual

members 6f the community to report:— ‘ "
(1) On the number of Arrack and Toddy shops now established
* at Ootacamund, and the regulations existing fot the prevention of drunken-
ness, riots, recoption of stolen goods, &e. -
(2.) Whether any increase has been made in the number of shops”
during the last ten years, and if so, whether the European resident
~ “were consulted about it. ,

e et s v o—— - . o e e omh
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;""n:ge of syst;;p 13 desirable with the view of checking
plained of. :

5. They now forward with their remarks several letters ffom offi-
cials and private individuals, fully showing the faults of the system as at
present cartied out, and containing a variety of suggestions for their
removal,

6. As to the first point, it is shown th
Neilgherries for five years, and which terminates with June 1861, was
sold for Rupees 24,500 per amnum, for 29 shops, of which 12 are at
Ootacamund itself. The usual license, containing the stipulations pre-
seribed by Regulation I. of 1820, was granted to, and Moochilka executed
by, therenter; inother words the renter is bound both on his own behalf
as well as for his sub-rente

breach, to endure the penalties of that Regulation. Ttis clear then, as
the Board observe, that as far a8 the Reveuue adm
cerned, all checks L

rendered avail
from want of
7.

at the present contract of the

inistratiof is con-
ithertoin force in the Districts generally, have been
able, and that any defect observable in practice must be
PToper supervision on the part of the Polige.
On the second question )
allowed in the number of shops at Ootacanund since 1844, though the
population of the place has nearly doubled since then.
8. Referring to the third
vently that much good would
number of shops,
enforcement of the

result from merely diminishing the
The first remedy that suggests itsclf 1s a striet
Abkarry Regulation. It js quite clear, they observe,
thiat most of the offences complained of could be easily checked in this

: Way ; but. they would proceed further, and
Pro:eadings under review, 1 .
puragraph 16, would obtain a le

which a)] class
woitld be enabled to find that redress

cumstances existing at Ootacamund
L
present machinery to afford, .

es, both masters and servants,
which, under the peculiar cir-
» 16 i3 next to impossible for, the

9. It would be, the Government fear, of no use
enactment sucl as is intended by the Board.
show, moreorer, that anomalies and al

applying for an
The papers before thew
ses which now
remedied without a recourse to any but the simples

10, Thedrst anomaly is the distinetion apparently ullowed between

the liquors mentioned in Regulation 1. of 1820, and “ Wines.” A

\‘MT' que's,. it appears from paragraph 13 of the Board’s Proceedings,
1{15 been in the habit ¢

t measures.

, it 1s stated that no incren,se__ jh'a.s.‘ been |

point, the Board do not consider appa-

gislative enactment by -

exist may be

f-munufacturing and selling at Ootacamund,

15, to abide by the provisions, and, in case of

. YR ) . T} 1 lh
without license, a liquor which he styles é&pg'er wine,” but :JHLO{
| has been proved on the clearest evidence, to- on}a'm 8 large‘ quan 1f ythe
alcohol. Liven this last circumstance does pot; in the opinion o he
. Court of Foujdé Addlat, bring the ai Flc e
in question under tie prohibition contained -
in Section 3 of Regulation I. _of 1820. lhat’
section declafos it-illegal to manufucture or .s?ﬂ “fel‘m?ﬂtlt;d :‘ h}‘l‘tli(:: i
otherwise than “in conformity with the provisions of this Regulation.”

Proceedings Foujdari Adalat,
dated 25th August 1860.

. . e . . 1
" The proceedings of the subordinate Court of Ootacamund in Crimmal

case, No. 17 of 1860, show clearly that Mr. .J ames’ ‘»;‘::. ging?rer wine l\:tas}
notionly a spiritsous but a fermented liquor of an ihtexicating qua , ﬁe
‘and the Government are therefore at a lose to understand how ¢
Foujdari Adalst excluded it from the operation of the law. "The. wording -
of the Regulation seems to be sufficiently explicit, ?nd.th?lf;e, can :be‘ no
doubt as to itsintent. In England and other countries, not'only distilled |

. spirits, but fermented and intoxicating.liquors, are placed under restrie- .

tionsas to their sale, and both wine and beer come under the- Ia,tter._
head. If the present law cannot check the unlicensed sale of fermented

. and intoxicating drinks, no time should be lost in obtaining & new one.

The Governor in Counecil will, however, in the .ﬁrst; instance instruet ’(cl}u
Government Pleader to move the Courtof Foujdari Adalat t(_) rec.o\nsx .u
their ruling on this subject. Copies of the papers allufled to xg.tlllb P;lz_
gtaph will be farnished him for that purpose jsind his attention will be

‘cilled to the interpretation of the Foujdari Adalat, dated 8rd March 1846
i»(selb- official Gazette of 1846, page 350), which ruled that beer, be?ng a fer-
‘. mented and intoxicating liquor, could not be sold without a license.  The

Government are unaware why a different construction should be placed
up.on Section 3, Regulation 1. of 1820, in respeet of wines. |
11, One necessary reform is to diminish the numbe.r of Todd}t 'afu% .
Arrack shops. Some of the shops in the_ most objectionable _l(zca.htt;::xj
might be stopped at once, compensation being given to. the C;n raci h;
and when the present contract expircs in June néxt, their numdeqr me g
be still further reduced, after consultation with the Collector and Superm-

tendent of Police. A large number, such ashow exist, doubtlessly ineite

>

a love of drinking and prevent the Police exercising a propé;gj surveillanee
over them. -

12, When the Abkarry is next farmed out, other esseutial improve-
ment should be inade. The sale of liquor on credit, as well as for barter,
should be forbidden, under a penalty, iu the license ; and care should be
taken to fix on proper sites, as well as buildings, for the shops. These
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should be in public places, where the frequenters of them would be well .

seen, and where the Police would have a ready view of all that Ppasses in
them. The discouragement thus given to drinking, especially among the
more respectable classes, has been ascertained in many places. 'The shops
should be pucka buildings, with no back-doors or windows, and approach-
able onl)f n front, This is of great consequence in preventing stolen
goods being bartered for liquor,and it may be desirable for Government to
construct buildings for the Purpose, on an approved plan, charging a
fair rent for them. The plan and estimate of such a building should
be forwarded for approval, and the Collector after consultation with
the Police authorities should report what number of shops it will be
advisable hereafter to allow and in what localities. = <
. 13. Al the small heer shops ought to be put down.. Beer i# not
a liquor WhiCh. natives consume, and the' licenses appear to be used sd
;lzl(;il]i\ f:;‘;:llmg Stl‘on_g drink. This ecourse will not interfere with
14: o eer(l;zrvthe hcenseﬁl keepers of European shops. _
donts, ot ernment will not, as sugget;tef} by some of ?he Tesi-
: ) with the Coffee shops, or with 'the sale of liquor on
market days, The new Police must be looked to for preventing abuses

in these two respects. They do not, moreover, anticipate advantage
from making the Abkar

to competition gepar 1 '
parately, 2.

that %0' The foregmﬁg- appears to the Governor in Council to be all
4L 1S necessary, since the existing laws, if duly exercised, punish the

sale of liquor at forbidden t; i '
its exchange fi times and places, as well as its adulteration,

or 1 . I L .
Shuopkeep grain or goods, and its sale below the minimum prive.

¢'s also who permit drupk. R L
become the resort of bad char nkenhess in their shope, WM themn

16.  The Government Presume -that the Collector has ‘with

the Jicense which he granted to Mr. J ames, if not, ho' time showld %e
lost in doing so, )

(True Exiract.)
(Signed) C. G. MASTER,
Deputy Secretary to Government.

ry leases shorter, or from putting up the shops '

acters, are Tiable to-pumishimont, utip i

&

No. 4,048

Read Proceedings of Government, dated 15th August 1860, . D,
No. 1,367. .
(In Cons. 16th August 1860, No. 4,042.)
1." Tn the above order the Board of Revenue were instructed to

" report am the Abkarry arrangements in force at Qotacamund, after

referenive to the Collector, to the Improvement Committee, and to
résidents at the station. .

2. The Collector’s reports and the replies of the « Improvement
Committee,” and of nine out of the ¢weclve gentlemen to whom the
Board applied for information on the.s.uhiect, are hercwith submitted
“to:Bovernment, ; :
;''8. The Abkarry Contract of the Neilgherries was sold by public
anction for a term of five yeats, ending with June 1861, and realised
Rupees 24,500 per annum, for twenty-nine shops. The number of

~ shops at Qotacamund itself is twelve, no increase having been allowed

since 1844, although the population of the place has nearly doubled
sincethen. The license, a copy of which is herewith submitted, con-
tains all the usual stipulations.

- ‘ . .
it 4 Tb is eleat from the above that there is nothing peculiar in the

Abkurry arrangements at Qotacamund, aund that the abuses which are
declared to prevail are owing to defects in the Police and Magisterial,
rather than the Revenue administration,

5. The Board have cavefully perused the letters of the residents
consulted by them, and find little in them which the existing Law is
not fitted to remedy, if it were duly put in force. '

6. -They will here notice the chief matters of complaint.

7. The amount of the vent is deemed excessive. It certainly is
a painful sign of the prevalence of intemperate habits ; but if it were

. 'Tower, ‘the renter's profits would be larger; his inducement to sell

wonld bg as strong ; and his ability to sell cheap would be greater.
‘Whether the rent be high or low, the renter will alwaysell as much

~as he possibly can, for it is his interest to do so. At ad events the

Collector has no control in the matter, as the highest bidder, if he fur-
nishes the required security, of necessity becomes the purchaser.

8. The number of shops is considered too large. The lease unfor-
tunately contains no provision for reducing the number; but if '

L
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Government are willing o graud,

might perhaps be effected with the re
number of shops, as nh’endy stated,
and 1s now twel

compensation, an armngemenf;
nter by private agreement. The
asnot been increased. since 1844,
ve; even if reduced by one-half, there would still be &
shop within comparatively easy reach of all but the outlying houses of?
the Cuntonment, and it may be doubted whether there would ba any
material diminution of drunkenness. : -
9. It is alleged that the licensnd vendors
for barter.
tion may

: sell liquor on credit and
The former practice is not contrary
' very properly be introduced as a condition in all future licenses.
I,'he.sale of liquor in barter is criminal, and punishable under Clause 8,
Seetion fi, Rf:gula‘clon L of 1820 with fine up to Rupees 200, or in
default fmprisonment for six months, '

10, Liquor is said to be
;ﬁence is als.o punishable under Regulation 1. of 1820 with fine up to 400

tapees, or in default mprisonment for one vear. '

I The liguor sold is
ingredients, |
hard labor for
this offence.

12. Almost all the o
checked by strietly enforci

Police and a Magistrate constantly residing on the Hills, there ought to

be no difficulty in this respeet. It is quite clear, however, that the Law
has never yet been properly .

allowed to pass unchecked.

~

! also said to be gdultet"ated ﬁ'ith foxions
The’ Regulation already quoted assigns imprisonment with
a period not execeding three years as the Punishmgﬁt of

ther complaints made by the residents may be

1.

13. In addition to the regular Abkarry. license; a Mr: Jér;xes has -

been allowed a license to sell « good wholesome Beér'” in two shops at

Ootacamund. So long as the beer is good and wholesome, thisis desirable
rather than otherwise, as likely to reduce the consumption.of spirits; "

but the license is defective in containing no penulty for breach of this
condition, and no stipulation for entering the premises at pleasure for the
purpose of testing thé liguor. Mr. James, however, also manufactures and
sells a liguor vhich he terms “ Ginger Wine,” but which in veality is
highly spiritiious. So long as he sells what can justly be termed wine,

no license isnecessary, nor under the ruling of the Foujdarry Udalut

can the Collector interfere; but the enclosed sentence of the Sub- Judge
passed under Clause 9, Sections 5 and 6, Regulation I. of 1820, wil},
it i hoped, deter him and his agents from selling what is really a
“spirituous Yquor wnder the‘designation of Ginger Wine.

to law, butits prohibi--

 illicitly sold by unlicenscd persons. This

ng the Abkarry Regulation, and with tho new

enforced, and criminal practices have been

p

S

3

14. In making the above remarks, the Board do not mean fo
imply that the residents’ complaints 1'og:fr(¥ing the Ab%mx'ry are ground-
less ; but that if the law is properly administered, the 1rregular1t1g$ they
- déseribe may to a great extent be prevented. /

' 15. The Board believe that the demoraiised condition ot the Native
population of the Hills is owing to other causes besides defective Abkarry
ananlg(“e.m%;lt)se. most effectual remedy for the pre:s'ont state of x_natters at
Ootucamund would be to give the residents quicker ézr‘d casmi .me-aus
of obtaining redress for grievances than our pfesent u. vil and Lrunn?al
tﬁfdcédtlre afford. It is not necessary nor is it expedient that he;%wer
penaltics should be attached to crimes on the Hills than to crimes
elsewhere, or that less proof of guilt should be accepted thel"e; that
acts should be constituted offences there which are not offences in other
plates ; or that any procedure necessary to attain justi.ce should be
omitted. What is wanted is mevely means, suited to the circum-
stances and position of the people, of obtaining redress.” Itisidle to tell
the master who is resident for a few months, that he mayv prosecute a
recusant mechanic or a servant who has broken lis engagement by a
Civil suit, which may be appealed to higher Courts, and m\?st: und.t:r
any circumstances, be a tedious matter. On the other hand, it is futile

. mnn]r Y1 4 te poaeaRe
“to tell a servant or a laborer, with scarcely 2 Rupee in his possession,
_that he may recover wages unduly withheld Trom him by the same

process. o ,

17. The want of suitable means of ohbtaining redress for these
every-day grievances, has a most injurions cffect op all parties. No
doubt special laws are to be avoided as a general rale; but such laws
exist in the Presidency Yowns, and it is better to choose the lesser evil
of a special law, or rather of a law of procedure restricted to ’particul‘ur
localitics on  the Hills, than to lcave matters in their present unsatis-
factory condition.

18. The letters herewith submitted contain many valuable sugges-
tions on the detail arrangements of the Abkarry, and the Boz.u'd purpose
sending shem to the Collector and to Mr. Neshitt for :j?}'lelr mforma. -
tion. It will be left to the Collector’s discration to adoyi}-{,‘ at cace such
of these suggestions as do not contravene the Regulati onsz_ or {hie terms
of the existing Contract, and all shonid be carefuily considered when
the time arrives for fresh arvangements.

Novedr J TN SIM, Storetary.
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From E. B. THOMAS, Esq, Collect: « of (loimbatore, to J. D. 81IM,
Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, dated Coimbatore,
3rd October 1860, No, 189. -
1. Inreply to your letter of the 12th ultimo, No. 4151, 1 beg
to refer you to my letter of the 10th idem, No. 154, in which T have
fully reported on the Abkarry a"&ngements' at Ootacamund. +

{ 2. Copies of the Contractor's License and Moochilka ave herewith
. dorwarded, as now requested. ‘ -

3. No license for the sale of «

Ginger wine” has been granted
to Mr. James, such not coming with y ’

X in the prohihition of Section ITI,
I;:ixalag?n L of 1820—Vide Proceedings of the Foujdaree Udalut,
Oth August 1860, copy of waich is enclosed for the Board's

information. He hag however P "' ‘
is forwarded, » one for sgllmg ¢ Begr, * copy ‘of whidh

e e

" Exc. No. 1. o
" lé{meedings of the Foujdaree Udalut, 25th August 1860, stating
ab Uinger wine does not come within the prohibition of Sedbion 111,
Regulation 1. of 1899, ' , ? o o III,

. ) Exnc. No. 2. : ‘ e
Llcense granted to Mr. James for seuing Beeg'.

Exc. Nb. 3. :
© Abkarry ‘Contractors of the Neil

R TR S

Puttah granted to th
Talook. '

e

Exc. No. 4.

Moochilka given by the Abkaury Contractors of A the'ﬁeilgherry ’v

Talook. :

———————

From E. B. THOMAS, Esq., Collector of 'Coiﬂibatm‘e, to 3 D. 81y,

Esq. Seorgiary to the Board of Revenue, dated Coimbatz)‘xe, 10th
September| 1860, No. 154. B

1. In reply to paragraph 1 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. &324,

M;gt Bxard': Order_of dated 21st ultimo, received by me on the 25¢h idetn,

’ 3’9&,‘“““‘ 1860, No, L beg to explain the Abkarry.Contract as now exist-
g onsthe Hills, o cel

L 4

“ " ke Arrack sellers like

5 é

9. - The Ootacamund Local Committec appear to attribute (para. 3),
many irregularities and evils to the Abkarry system, such as, rob-
bery, misconduct of servants, &e., t?lough they do. not clearly explain
what “ the s'ystem” to-which they objeet is, nor specify any e\'ils’, except
supposed sales on credit, and too many shops. ‘ N

3. T am not aware that the Abkarry system and Contract existing
at Qotagamund differs in any way from that existing in other public
stations all over the country. Over the amount it sc%ls for at public
auction I have of course no control ; I can only deplore it. 'The sale as
Ivhgyg . j;before remarked, is one of my most distasteful dutu.as sec my,
!.T;‘s‘j Biard, 16th June former letters*. Both the sale, and period of five

- 1882, No. 49, para. 4. years, were sanctioned by the Board ; and a yearly sale
T°{,§’5"3“,“’1‘<3_”?§'5,J,‘,¥n.. would have probably raised it higher. The number
2 and 8. , of shops, twelve, has been the same since 1844, or
ﬁxteen-g’ears, though the station and population has nearly doubled in that
seriod. I have not increased them, though the renter has often begged me
to do so. On the contrary, I shut up three shops, at Kaity and Coonoor

4, The same restrictions as exist elsewhere are all enjoined at

L Ootacamund. No sales ou eredit are recognised, or
Th;::l%& i :KLOA‘%;%?:QS; permitted if known ; there will bdevasion of course,
Contracts or system. oo 4hore jg in every large station;it isan abuse
most difficult to detect and to check. The Committeo only assume it,
‘they adduce no proofs or instances, and my own inquiry leads me to
" doubt if such credit is given. The inferiority of
‘ready moxney, . the Hill servants is, I think, owing to other causes,
the mixture from all India, the dislike of old and good servants to the
climate, and cost of living on the Hills, Some mismanagement among
masters, and insufficient ivagcs, leading to peculation—the cold 7s, no
doubt, made an excuse for drinking, and somc of the old European
Pensioners set abad example: but I do not think that much of the crime
of the Hills'is to be fuirdy attributed to the Abkarry or to its system,”’
as ‘existing at Ootacamund, which has nothing peculiar in it. I take
leave also tg doubt (if the statistics of crime, robbery, or irregularity are
fairly- '@ﬁ}ai‘éd ‘and tested) whether a larger amount acq%ld appeat at
Ootacamund, than at any other equally large station in the Fyesidency, of
Llike population ; the community on the Hills, have perhaps ¥ore leisure
to observe and discuss the matter, than elsewhere ; hence it is magnified
to their minds. : _
. 5: I shall nevertheless do my best to enforce more stringently tlran
ever, the restrictions on the sale of spirits; and if Government can afford
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to forego the amount, - no one would advecate more strenuously than
myself, the total abolition of the Abkarry contraet ; and even now T will
reduce the shops to one-half (or six) if Government are wi]ling to allow

the just and neeess'ary tecompense, for loss, to the renter ; but I think
the Board and Government will see
there is nothing peeuliar in the Abkarry syster

n on the Hills, and that no
latitude has been given by me for its abuse. . .

Trom 'W. 8. NESBITT, ‘Esq, Secretary to OOtacamuud Improvement
Committee, to J. D. SIM, Esq., Sceretary to the Board of Revenue,
Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund, 17th October 1860, N‘_" o
In reply to the Proceeding ‘

s of the Board of Revenue, dated R1st

August 1860, No. 3,824, Tequesting to be favored with the opinion of the

Ootacamund Improvement Committee, on the working, of thes present

Abkarry arrangements at Ootacamund, I am directed by. the Committee
to report as follows. T . N

2, The prevalence of drunkenness at the station of Ootacamund is

a source of very general complaint. It is

the class of domestic servants,

and inconvenienge, ¥

the cvil arising

Ly

found most largély fAynongst
and is a fertile cause of social discomfort
ew houscholds have not had practical experience of
from menials unauthorizedly absenting themselves to
enjoy the indulgence of drinks and of their being incapacitated theréby
for the performance of their ordinary duties.

3. The Committee canpo? bub attribute the greas indulgence in
drink to undue facilities given for it. The licensed shops of the Arraek
renter are excessive in themselves; and besides this, Beer often adulte<
rated till absolutely deloterious, hag been sold under: 4 licenss at many
retail places, and Wine of loca] m '

_ anufacture, rajsed to the quality of &
most intoxicating beverage by the admixture of alcohol, has comanded

its numerous purchasers, and been unrestricted as to its sale under the
ruling of the Sudder and Foujdaree Udalut, that « Wine” does not eome
under the prohibition of Section ITI, Regulation, I, of 1820

4. But é'n addition to this extraordin

| ary facility for. rocuring
iutoxicatinakrink, there

seems to have bekn an absence of needful and
efficient chofk on its sale. The Arrack renters, retail shopkeepers, have mot s

been restricted in their cowls from s&lling,on credit, thus permitting” the-
indulgence of drink and pr

owoting theft to satisfy the ultimate adjustmel?t
<1).f the account. The shops a. - buiidings of & eharacter thxt might -faci-
‘itate evasions of the laws reg rding thie mode of selling arraok, and these

from the statistics given above, thap

" rious careker

7

t00 secluded ta allow of a proper super-
s:.nfm shnps ave mOAl;l;;?:r:}zf }‘31;1;11. ;:i:;lgjat;p; e idlowed + kind
vision over thentlg;,il sale over the Hills, without restriction as to shop or
of u;nhmlted,‘l"c_ a staﬁon, so that there has been no real hold on the
°p Eclf;c loc‘;th:}aztl the shops for the retail sale of so-called “Ginger wine,”
actual vender,

-
i

.o to some half & dozen in number, have prosecuted their inju-
amounting to ‘ ;

Loy striction. . .
W:thoﬁszz :‘ezlt:il; li:e no desire to see the sale to the popu-
a. Thef(;g‘;‘:' and home-made Wine, if in a pure and unadulterated
lation here @ \e d with spirituous liquor or deleterious drugs, fet'tered
state, ar'xd un'ml‘qnv undue degree. On the contrary, the opportunity of
or x:e.st.rwtc(_1 11}1;r N beverages might be beneficial to them ; but
acguirt n S ed evil where they ean be adulterated, as has b‘ccn of late
ti;em . tl;g;n lllzre It 1s i)ossiblc; that = wholesome Beer or Wine may be
the pract oi

is no guarante 15 there any
red ; here 18 mo guarantce, nor 1s th
righ manunfactured ; but the
onglnau}'

p ' o] t n uh eons
[’&)a‘it‘on taken) tl]at the ar tl(}le BOtI‘ld“v Con‘llll)Ld 18 NO a' 0 ag

. B ! Fay o 1S1DiC 10
; du]te!a S. _l 2 nia ).uta.c ur J madc mn vay re p

& t’l(’n Of thl‘ . h(' a1 t Cr 18 0\ SPOTl hl l Y

vh he is in such a manner

ngxiirzfi;;l such vender may practice,‘)vhile he eschews all personal
adu , : |
1~esponsibi1&ty for it thisstate of things, anabsolute change of system ceems
e Tﬂ l.mm;(ril‘?@li ihljzommittee would beg to suggest the following
m'jb‘é;wnid fotli;e; would first throw out whether the Foujdaree Udalut
w?lelft;‘;!’t;_t ‘:;e induced to reconsider its ruling, that Wine does nof come
:ilgiin the prohibitive intentions of Seetion IIT,, Regu.lat.iou 1. of 1820,
To take simply the deseription in I.Ix'e’s ccjlebrated Dictionary of ér?s,
Manufactures and Mines— Winc 15 nxp]mued tobe the fca'.m;mzled »;u;zcc
of the grape.” The admission of this fact \\'ou.ld‘ greatly 'famht_atg; thfa me
troduction of stringent licensing rules regarding the retail sale o wines,

“spirits. '
beer ’? fld 'Sl‘lixe\recommendations then of the C?mfn.\tteeare-—.— N

(1) 4That no fermented or intoxicating liquor, be it of whatever

- kind, or ca}léd by whatever name, should be sold without a kgense. .

(2.} The licenses,for liquor shops, as also for distillemg[,l should be
granted, as in England, only ennually, and. that to separate #ad respect-
able persons, whose names should be. published, to be renewed or not,
according to the manner in which their shops had .beeu‘ cqnducted. Tim
licenses for distilleries to be granted to persons quitc distinet from those
holding liquor-shop licenses. -
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(8.)  That liquor shawld be sold only fur ready money and not, on

“credit, as is believed to have been customary hitherto, thereby giving

encouragement to much pilfering by native servants,

(4.) The shops to be reduced to one-fourth of 2heiv 'present
number, say three—which would be sufficient for the wholestatic . This

reduction would probably induce a better cliss of persons to toke up -

tl}e shops, and, removing the inducement to competition woul . tend to
discourage thieving and other malpractices.  The diminution 7 ; number
would also allow of their being under proper surveillance of i'we Police,
who could more easily kecp an eye over two or three well ad. pted tape,
than over a dozen or more shops seattered over the station. |

~ (3) That instead of the present huts in which liquee is sold,
more decent public houses might be built and let out. These aie to,be
somewhat detached from the street, with the whole front open,'irm
that every thing passing inside might be scen, with no back entrances

and having a bar beyond which customers should not pass. The houses
to beelosed as at present at § P M. : Yy

8. ;t is belie-ved that many of the menials who conti fh‘etoresidc
on the Iills, are obliged to do so from being deeply indebted » s the arrack

a:s}mps, a.nd it 18 the presence of such, the least desirable clas: w}aiﬂh aids
1n tending to keep away better ones, ‘ | o

—— o —

| Ix Cox., 1st September 1860, No. 4,357,
 From Cotoxzy, A, PEARS, BANGALORE.

dated Bangalore, 30th Au;gﬁsc 1860.
With reference to tho Proceedin LoR

gs of the Board.of Re
No.. 3,824,' dated 21st August 1860, I have.the honor to inform y::::e;
Llive so litle on the Hills, that I do not think myself qualifed to give

an opinion as to the working of the Abkarry arrangements there

———e.

A
Tod. D. SE{‘I, Esq.,

d
Secretary to the Board of Revenue.
Six,

. With refereice ‘to the Proceec;iu . e .
‘ : s , , .
No. 3,824, dated 215t uitimo, g¢ of the Board of Revenue,

wherein T am requestod to express my

“sentiments, on the -working of the present Abkarry arrangements at
Ootacamiind, I beg to entbrinto the following remarks.

9. As Secretary to the Committee, ‘which has given rise to the
present inquiry, I have the honor to lay before Gm{émment the follow-
ing facts connected with the Abkarry Contract’vexis;,_ing at this place.

¢1.) The amount paid by thQ.Contract?i is Rupees 24,500

9

- annually. ~ - , ‘
(2.) The number of shops apened by the Contractor in this place
is twelve. g , .
(3.) The terms of sale are « accordipg to Circar Regulations,
no particulars specified as to selling for realy cash only or other-
wise.” . . ;:}j; 4

3. The above facts were extracted from a':fabl_e of _statistics sup-
plied to me, at the instance of the abovenaméd Committee, by
Mr. Nesbitt, the Assistant Magistrate of this place. The words quoted and
the italics are Mr. Nesbitt’s. S
. 4. *The comments on the above facts which I expressed on behalf
of the Committeé were shared in by myself. They nced not here be
repeated, for I doubt not that the letter in which they were embodied has
been laid before the Board. This letter, however, does not appear in the
present proceedings. We condemrnied the annual payinent as cxcessive,

. the number of shops are too great, and the absence of restrictions as in

the last degree prejudicial. On these grounds we based our comments.
5. Itappears to me, frofn the quotation given in the rd Section of
ihé above 2nd paragraph ; that there has been an adherence to the letter

" and not to the spirit of the “Circar Regulations.” This is i"enderp,cl—

apparent by the conscious and implied admission on the part of Mr.
Nesbitt, that ¢ particulars,”* (as to sale for ready
cash only &c.) which ought to have been specified,
were not stipulated in the contract. .

6. As the number of arrack and toddy shops open here, is greatly
in exeess of the requirements of this place, I consider the absence of
restrictions an aggravation of the evil. But granting that this latter point
Wwas an ov ”sight, and that the number-of shops was suffeled inadvertently
to multifly itself, I yet think the excessive amount at whith the Contract

* Mark tho plural.

- sold ought to have startled the local authorities sooner vor later into

“action of some sort or other. Where the liquor contract of a locality where
the Native inhabitants are natoriously addicted to dram-drixl,king sells
at a high figure, the most stringent stipulations are obviously called for to
check drunkenness and its concomitant evils. Where, however, the large

I
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price fetched by the contract at such a place fails for five years, as has

apparently been the case here, to excite the atiention of the local

nu‘ohoritie._e, although for the past five months numerous accounts have
appear.ed in t%le newspapers regarding the drunkenness and misconduct of
t:he said Natives, and when we view thesc points in connection with the
facts—firstly, that the number of licensed shops of this nature is too great ;
and secondly, that the Assistant Magistrate voluntarily implieshis opinion.
that certzfin necessary restrictions which bught to have been stipulated
were not imposed,—1 am led forcibly to conclude that the morals of the
N‘ ative comhmqity_ here have, however inadvertently, been nevertheless
directly sacrificed to the increase of an #em of the public revenue- s
7. I am further supported in this view of the matter from having
heard that in addition to the numerous arrack and t:)ddy shops already
here, there are also a large number of beer shops, which have been
characterized to me, by one of the first authorities in the Presidency on
Al?karry_matters, as illicit and contrary to regulations, and having their
exxste}ltfe_ alone on verbal sanction.—Native beer would doubtless be &
good initiation, ere taking to native spirits. . ‘
8. . I'have heard it stated that s number of these beer sli::tPa were
opened in localitics where spirits were not offered for sale, that therenpon

'th‘e C(?lltract01: appealed te Mr. Cherry, the late Collector; dgainst the .
ijustice of being not allowed to compete in such quarters, and that Mr.

Cherry therefore licensed some shops in such localities. Various rumours
have reached me, that the Leer consumed here by the natives is much
drugged, tha('c OWiDg to the absence of all restrictions, some of the spirit
shops were little better than brothels, and so forth, Of course, T cannot
;’ogch ‘for the aceuracy of any of the statements 1 have recorded on
rearsay ; but as a matter of opinion, I have recorded them to show that

1 think they have probably some foundation in truth; but T copsider it -

un}ikely that any one will %ow be -able to secure proof regarding theso
pointsfor reasons about to be detailed. A .
9. From the late introduction of the new Police, and from the fﬁcﬁ
that a searching inquiry into the working of the Abkarry system here
being ordered by Government having spread like wild-fire among ’the
natives, and fropa the fact of some late convictions, regarding theillicit sale
of liguor, by 3fm Sub-Judge, Mr. Bird,—I already observe a pe;ceptiblé
improvement? in the conduct of certain domestics much addicted te-
drinking, whom I have had the opportunity of watching. I may further
* mention & case in Point, which shows the salutary etfect which has alresdy
resufted from the recent proceedingé above mentioned. During the past

sub-rosa.

yr oo .
™ N e"&w ' q
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year, I liave had frequent oceasion to traverse a portion of one of‘ ‘the
‘principal lines of traffic leading to this cantonment, viz., to and from
Kulhutty, and I have noticed that the number of spirit, becr, and coffee
shops  that existed, from the bridge at the Kulhutty public bungalow
to the Roman Catholic Church on the voad-side, as one enters this station,
was giz, i.e., on siw miles of road. Now I hear, however, that within
about this past week this number has very considerably reduced itself,
and that this reduction has been principally, if not wholly, among the

. beer and coffee shops, whose owners had decamped. I used to notice

with sreferenice to these -¢wo last named shops the flaunting display of

flags, and cmpty beer and gin bottles decorated with Howers and white-

wash, significant doubtless of the strong waters to be had within ; and:
that the display was greater with the coffec than with the beer shops,
to counteract, doubtless, the less that might otherwise be expected within
The levanting of these small gentry is no doubt due to auoral
effect, and it is equally significant, T think, of two of the dircctions in
“which reforms are required. An itinerant coffee shop is not, T conceive,
any more a necessity of this place than would be the establishment of
wgmol:ing divans or tew gardens” for the native public of Ootacamund.
Coffee being largely produeed around these Hills, the sale of this beverage
is, I think, clearly taken advantage of, as a mere cloak for the vending of
native spirits‘without a license, and therefore at a cheaper rate.

10. The new DPotiéz on its introduction found itself in an Augean
stahle, and like 2 new broom is sweeping well; but in no native Police
fotbé, howoever efficient, can the possibility of collusion, between the illicit
vénder of spirits and the mative detcctor of the same, be effectually
guarded against ; and I'do not for a moment consider the coffee shops
at all ncedful. T would counsel that it would be better poltey to remove
the cause than attempt to deal with the effect of these coffee shops. In

‘connection with this subject, as I am required to suggest “any change of

system,” &c., that I may think advisable, I shall now proceed to note &
few reforms, at the same time that I pass over the more obvious ones, of
ready money transactions recorded in an Account Book open:to Magis-

“terial and Police inspection; of isolated shops without back entrances, &e.
A1 Mntirely sweeping away. ull the.coffee shops,yas above recom-
‘mended(T would urge a reduétion by two-thirds in the nulyber of licensed
nﬂﬁti% dpirit shops here, if not also, throughout the Neilghdrries.  Twelve
of these are too many for this station. One at Kandal, another at Old

Ooty, and two in the principal bazaar, I think sufficient. I am
udacquainted with the number of beer shops that exisf; but judging from
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the various matters I have recorded, they are, or were more than 1 )i"ubably
equally over-numerous, and equally requiring to be reduced in amount.y
+1 would require these beer shops to take out a license; and would

otherwis.e suggest that the restrictions impbsed on the spirit shops
should, in as far as they are applicable, be also made binding on them,
?Ot verbally, but in a written contract. The next point for consideration
13 the nature of the shops, which I think, is one where great reﬁ'l)rms
eould be' worked, but which too often 18 not “t.hought of at Dall, As long
a.s: a native drinking shop of any sort is also g I;l‘iw’ate domicile, abuses,
more or lessf must be expected to take place within. In place, thepefore,
of surrounding the quasi domicile, half-shop, with legal restrictions, pains -
and penalties, why not strike at the roof of the evil and weparate the

domif.:ile from the §hops. I would counsel that the «hop should be 8
sufficiently commodions hall, or shed, totally de

o or windows, with brick walls on thl;oe sides und wholly openéd, cxposed to

the public gize on the fourth ; make it in fact the most uninviting place
for the prosecution of malpractices, the receipt of stolen goods, &e.
I would suggest that the sale ‘of liquor, except at these thops, should Le
-~ vendered illegal, and I would restrict the houts of sale to betweer sunrise

and sunset. Lastly, T would requiie the shops to be entirgly closed on

Tuesdays, the market day, and the great occasion on which the natives -

here with their friends make “a day. of it” at the liquor shops, to the
no small .inconvenience of the European community of this place, who
have often to go without luncheon and dinner on that day, and frequenthy.
have to shift@lor themsclves and procurc their meals as best they ecem

during the day following also. Not only do the patives congregate at '

the market place on Tuesdays, but they are there also free to pilfer, and
devote to liquor, as much as they possibly can from the money entwigted”
1o them by their employers for the. purchade of required suppiies. . =~
- 12, 1 am unable to give any information regarding whether there:
has been any and what increase in the number of shopsfduﬁt@th&p’bﬁ
ten years; “neither am I able to acquaint the Board,” whether the'
European residents were consulted on the subjeet before the increase was
Permitted Ly the Collector. : o
13. If the Liquor contract of the Neilgherries were in ﬁm«ire to be
only sold for 5 pﬁiod of one year at a time, I think it would so far be a
vast improveent on the present lease for six years, inasmuch thag
additional resZictions or reforms could from time to time be introdueced
a3 found necessary. I believe the native adult male population’ of
0°tw3¥“d is estiBated at 2,000 souls; now, as the COntrgotig haes »20_,

void of apartments, doors-,‘_*

Sir,
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pay upwards of Rupées 24,000 per annum, this requires that each adult
should” contribute one tupee monthly for the Contractor to meet the
Government demand, and this is a large amount, which the Contractor
would not have incurred unless he meant to make it well worth his
while ; so, I think, we may set down bis profits at least at an equal
amount, \;iz., one Rupee per adult male cach month, and again the
middle man’s profits (those ill-gotten gains which may be reckoned ou
while no restrictions prevail) can, at the lqwest figure be put <.iown at one
R‘upee.Pe’ mensem per adult_ male ;'the ‘cota.l (‘)f the above 1s 3 Rupees
" monthly per head; but from the continued shifting from mast.or to master,
ono-third the adult male population of this place may be said to be per-
manéntly out of worth ; so the remaining two-thirds in employ must maﬁke
'up the amount morfthly_ consunmed in Hquor here.  Thus, our domes.tl‘c_s .
must ‘spend about 4 Rupees, or about half their pay, monthly, in spivits
alone, and nearly the whole balance, swelled with unblushing pilfering
.gg’ég,‘ I consider into the beer and coffee shops religious theatricals .and
s0-forth. As to their actual subsistence, they largely consume swanp
'po‘tatoes which an European would not touch, and this is cked out By
all that our domestics can manage. (and they have a truly marvellous
aptitude) to pilfer from our own weals. '
14. The above picture, however crude, will, I trust, tend to cause
the Board to realise, in a measure, oze of the drawbacks connected with
this sghitar,um, which this Presidency has had to deplore.

T have, &ec.,
(Signed} H. D. RAE,

Q&IACAMUI\'D, Bomley Revenue Survey.
6th September 1860.
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To J. D. SIM, Lsq.,

Secretary to the Board of Revenue.

Revenue, phder date the 21st ultimo, and being requested to favor the

¥ am f?vored with the Extract from Pmceedingstﬁ the Board of
‘Board wih my sentiments respecting the working of the Abkakry arrange-

meﬂ‘hﬁ on the Hills, I would beg briefly to state that in my humble opinion,

all the evils complained of by the community, und%,,/late the 30th June,
are the result of a lack of competition, and ofj;/'«zfnt of “unity and detgr-
Taination on the part of the residents on the Hills. The evils of the
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Abkarry system are—the increase of petty shops where liquor is retailed
ar'ld the -‘und'oubted practice which obtains of selling on credit ‘ AsT
((l;ssente(_l entirely ff‘om tl}e views of the Committee appointed to."addréss
ment contatnine thel.\. unle, I'have taken the liberty of enclosing a di)f:u‘
the Hills hWhivbh . les‘u‘t.of twenty ?7ea1'§’ observation and eXperience on
bl t" e enters on the subject in detail. It was prepared for
publication 1n the public journals, but was not published in deference to

the opinion of those who wish, » -
o wished the T ‘ . . .
to be first disposed of. ed the Petition to the Legislative Cgunqﬂ

I have, &e,,
(Signed) A. R. W. EASCELLES. -

Ootacamuwp,
drd  September 1860, §

R

* Petitionwhich has la.telf’lema:: et méysttair _a_nd servant by ¢ he
7 ated from the inbabitants of Ootacamund,

a few rf.*marks on the subject in general and of its peculiar T)éhrfng on

the Neilgherries, may not be considered ill-timed or obtrusive,

Be'fore th'e relfxedy is suggested, the grievance itself and. necé;gsity
thatp;i:llllofgisiag.wr{ may come under notice, and it may be remarked
I o fln orsing: all the statements ‘of the petition, or adopting

' vhe sentiments propounded at the meeting which caused this moves’

. ‘xnept! §txll th§ need of legislative interference for :

ﬁ;ztﬁzozzuc;};cﬁ f::; pt;:ex:dress of the employer is evide::it ;to;e}:tégy

him in forming any opinion un o e gof, the matter justily

the Neilgherries is an"a‘nomalon the‘ ‘subJect‘,.‘:‘“ The stﬁeof socety on

¥, comparable only -to tht of & 'third or

fourth rate watering place in ‘Englan'd, but without any of 'the Hon -
comitant and counter-balancing advantages' accruing from the g‘rea.ter
-intelligence of the race, the moré advanced state of - civilisation, and
the increased facility of transport of every description, in the latter
country. Of Ahe total European population on the I ilﬁ‘q one-tgnth
may be clasded as residents ; four-tenths are the families of 8icers in
the seryice’ absent on duty ; and of the remaining molety, one-h@
generally on the Hills, for periods varying from six to twelve mdgths,
'am} the.remai er'S. « as many weeks. Such being 't'fxiqna.tui‘e of the
society, it is not dlﬁ'!cumo imagine that domestic servants mus ‘qvej ‘

o R S U T ey

fors

the protection of the

il
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. be chahgmg t,heu' situations, that the demand for such must ever be

ﬂuctuating,' not exceeding at some times the half of tHe available
Bupfﬂy,f whilst at others it is vastly in excess of the capabilities of the

place and much inconvenience must thercfore be sustained by those

* who have Tesorted to the Hills without their customary attendants.

also in the domestic relations of the place - induces

This peouliarity mest sof the place -induces
servants to offer themselves for situations for which they are inefficient,
and here aoain a cause of dissatisfaction exists. Itis no uncommeon thing

to see conimon gardening coolies” officiating as horsekeepers, and cogch
drivi'efl;-dl?ﬁﬁgv“ the season ;" whilst maty boys, horsekeepersand others
mradn@d to serving as Shikar coolies, and similax capagities, when
the"eﬁ“" ‘has taken place ; but - whilst }mth these causes have
't'héir effect on the character of the native population generall.y, the
tendency which such a state of things has to destroy the relations of
dependence on the one hand and protection on the other, elsewhere
ﬂm,mﬁ;‘paniments of domestic servitude, is most apparent and most
}f,bg ‘delilc")red. The servant cares not to please a master who eannot
g?ve ‘him permanent employ, and the master does not vah;e} services
whwh are carelessly rendered and of which he hopes to be shortly
independent. When to the above catises is added the old a:ntagonism '
of race, the disposition on the part of the European to lord it over the
native, and the well-known aptitude of the native for indolence,
h&ve,y* 1ying,» and intrigue of every description, it will be admitted
th::% iher'é‘/ are ample ‘causes for the effcct produced ; and whether it be
et iraerad a fit subject for legislative interference or not, the sufferers
receive doubtless, the sympathy, and in due time that redress, to
. which they are entitled. '

" At the same time, however, it must be admitted that the most *
prejudiced views and. narrow-minded bigotry occupy the minds of
many, who descant on their grievances ; that the cant expressions, “ half
savages,” “uncivilised brutes,” are frecly applied ; that the ideas, « that
Natives cannot be treated as Europeans,” « that the same laws are not
.applicable to the two races,” and such like, have pos‘sessionbf the pub-

lie mind tothe exclusion of the sovereign rule which ghould regulate

&

mtgrco 1p€ between man and his neighbour; and that dhy law which
“ﬂﬂﬂ #enforced the principles of the last mentioned command would: -
55 un opular as the present state of thingsis trying.  This must
be patent to any one ‘present at the meeting held »4 Ootacamund on
the 11th June, wiiere the sentiment of ,“ knogkiy” $/man down” for a
trifling offence was loudly applauded ; and thef. £ unpopular doetrine
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enunciated wag that « i
good masters '
masters ruined them.” Byt such be} m&dﬁ o vania—but. bad

Sidere@ an additional, and Ag the case, it may be only con-

this point, viz. . : ; ' b
point, viz. the Remedy, the argument has now brought us. Firstly

then, it o ° brict justice, utterly ignoring any difference
g o i o, Smplos nd employed o thesame v
negerp oy in ; ntang. Secondly, whilst it should make grdéq_
" ?\1 #gistmte yban ;Il'solepfyq on the part, of the servant, punishable by
o ate L tydsttnpe:‘s i ;{ moderation ¢ imprisonment with hardif
wy & T e derm ox‘j,‘f}‘)ot'h, it should protect the seryant frum
uaressonalle :[;);:)hds ar{d %th}sxve language. Thirdly, whilst it obliged
- ervenkto tgon1 . s;\.iys ;}qpce or forfeit 30 days' pay, it should compel
o mester certiﬁ_zaee t;. e same, but also to give the servant a just i
Foustiny, o ifoat bo chgrfacter_ during the period of bis’ service,, |
o ma,ste,r il b ; borngim, m‘ind that in the vast majority of m”a ’
' (however just his Q&Ze;‘;%te evidence on his side.than the servant,
Weaker;side. S n:;“” and the leaning, if any, should be to. thie
coﬁn;lr};?r; a; :OfZ\:] be;{‘.zz' s?;yam; in th.e.‘ wor}c?‘ than the n#@ivgs»:&f ‘thj's
of lqca,l;_peculiafitiejsr,'i:is i s, el - comumﬁén
on the Neilgherries than is
the other side of the és,se, t

. th ) 2 l R . .
N :vlir;; e;gznl; iﬁlm:lte, the-eg}se._th.g; which employers evade justice by
‘ % the lax way in which the Abkarry contract is worked

at O nw

conﬁ%t:::g;lnd;: :ﬁ:&;’?"? ,‘:f%;ovf? detailed must also be teken jnto

: - edy will only a el Aqre

exchange will be from bad %prﬁﬁ:};oy n;lfa'v‘?{tf tglﬂ dtsea&e,%d\ ;bhe‘
. Coa oy ! \u’_;“:“ SRR LR

found negessary in other perts of India, spil,

B R e
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From E. W. BIRD, Esq., Sub-fudge of OOTACAMUND, -
To J. D. SIM, Esq, Secretary to the Board of Revenue, M'AD'RAS,-
‘ i' dated Ootacamund, 3rd September 1860,‘%’,570. 204.
T have h;,d the honor to receive Proceedings of the Board of‘" ievenue,

NO-.3,324, fdated 21st August 1860, calling on me “to favor the Deavy
* with my sentiments on the working of the present Abkarry arrange-

“ mentg_at Oot 1@?{1‘.” I beg, accordingly, to submit the followiag- |

remarks.

requisite to place them more under control

he present vastly inereased price of provisions, -

47 / ;

9. Theve are at present in the bazaar at Ootacamund, nipe sh_opg‘

establiched for thesalo of spirituous liquor, besides two in the neighbour-
o 57 ing hanilet of Qandell, sanctioned by the Collector, .
Am@,&my'm;pdaly. undet a contract grantﬁqd Bx'hzm to _thevparties noted

Mp.Ji Mugler. . yarginally ; wheroby, thé monopoly hasbeen secured
i th ot for Bive iyei;"rs from July 1856, for the sum of Rupegs 24,500 per

a?hhhm;‘payﬁmi "by@*ﬂmﬁf to Government for thq same. Were the,gale of
it . »NM itaxicating liquor cenfined to these. eleven shops above,

i i §4pould in tny opinion be deplorable enough upon the large
ﬁ’ﬁm}m‘ of domestic servants at this stativn, .tob whom they form an
idigistible attraction. But such has"not been the case. Mr. 8. James, a
rikilerit of Oofacamund; had since 1855 been permitted by the Collector,
.ﬂﬁdef & written license, to manufacture and sell to natives country- -
‘W&bﬁbeer, an article which undergoes fermentation during manufac-
# #4/##d ‘contains a certain (though probably small) amount of spirit, -
il ﬁng that any liquor diergoing the same procgsses might be
| ginder the same permit, and having (he'states) obtained the verbal
gotion of Mr. Cherry, the then Acting Collector, a8 well as the acqui-
escence of Mr. Thomas, Mr. James has also been for some time past
iti the habit of manufacturing a liquor called by him * ginger wine.”
This liquor he has manufactured by the process deseribed by himin
hig~ deposition enclosed. ‘He has intrusted it for sale to five natives,
thiee of whon Wi duts blished in spots at, Ootacamund and two in
Gosior 6 Hokrd will be able to judge from the enclosed evidence
Al foate of “Assistant Surgeon Stewart recorded before me, as
WEN'43" fom Mr. James' own statement, to what a great extent the
#ilschief already caused by the licensed arrack shops was likely to
be inc'l:eased by the sale of Mr. James's so-called «ginger wine.” The
latter is found on analysis to be little, if anything, less potent in
alcoholic strength than the (?mtra,ctor’é arrack, and being sold for the
sathe price per quart, it was largely sought after by the dissolute native
population of this place, because it was also palatable to: the taste,

A

and wery attractive in color. > o

Faog. Thy: Arrack Contragtor has stated in hisevidencﬁefore me that
g’y lprocaedings have always been viewed by Lim a an encroach-
el hi B4 1 egal ‘rig‘ﬁ'ﬁ;’%d that he has petitioned ‘the Revenue
Buthorities ‘against the' dllagal msnufacture of the so-called *wine,”
but-wibhout éffact. " Mowever this may be, I cannot but state my opinion
that it 'was dangerous to intrust Mr. James with the privilege of manu-

~ facturing any fcrmentc‘d and therefore spiritugus country liquor without .

D
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adequate guaraniees or indeed any checks whatever. That bLe 115_;_8
abused the privilege, is clear {rom his own statement ; for he has taken
no precautions to prevent his native agents from adulterating what. ho
commissioned them to sell, and he now sceks to defend his conduct by
averring that when the liquor left his house for the retail shups he was
1o l?nger responsible for it. He further defends his proceedings - by
quoting a note at page 188, 29th June 1835, of the Circular Orders of
the Revenue Board, declaring the Foujdaree Udalut’s opinion, that the
manufacture and sale of wines,” are not prohibited by Regulation L of
1820. But the so-called ““ ginger wine” is clearly only spirit and water,
mixed in the rates of Aont;;»éf ‘the former to two of the latter, and being
an intoxicating fermented spirituous liquor, made in the country, its
menufacture and sale is as illegal, T anticipate, as its effccts on the native
population of this place are disastrous and fatal. Tt is my hoﬁe, for the

sake of this noble sanitarium, that the Board may be able to put down .

without delay all the licensed arrg s but two in Ootacamund, and
fhat 1o license may be given to Mr. J am'fes‘ or.others in futurc authoriz.
ing them to manufactur: heer or other fermented Ii'éuor,. W}I;B‘Yt]}er under
the name of “ginger” o1 ther « wine.” v g
4. Tenclose copy . t o recent decision passed by me in refirenco to
certain of Mr. James’s sc -called “ ginget wine,” scized as contraband for
the information of the B- Ea.rd; also a certificate from Assistant Sur'geozn'
George Mackay, m.p., of * ajy ‘place, giving his opinion of some of the
same “ wine.”’ ! : o

B

.. Deposition of Mr. Semuel 'Ja,mt}s, who having Deen sworn; deposes |
as follows = - o ‘

My name is Samuel Jdmes, Iam am‘erwm. “’
I'see the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prisoners before the Conrt..,i'¥ kongw then |
employ all three prisoners to retail ginger wine for me on.-‘comminmm.-1
T authorize them to sell ginger wine, and L allow them a commission,"
a percentage on the sale of the wine they dispose of. I have en}ployed
them thus ghove twelve monthsup to the time this case against the
prisoners wals taken up by the Police. I was employing the 1s{, 2nd and
3rd prisoners to sell ginger wine in my behalf in Ootacamun jgzaar. |
This ginger wine they sold” for me was made by me at Ootacamyamd.
The wine was made by me under the following process: sugat grnger, |
rajsins, Indian corn are taken, then boiled down in beilers, t'h“ IM
wmented with yedst, just as you make beer, then fingd: down W}_'lﬁh I

Mr
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glaés, then put in casks and afterwards hottled, and then is ready for
sale. This ginger wine thus prepared, I sold for 12 Annas a bottle.
The liquid used in the preparation of this ginger wine was from first to
last water, T mever directly or indirect]y to my kmo“_rledge allowed
spirit‘S of any kind to be mixed with the ginger wine during the process
of manafacture ; but by fermentation, the. ginger W?ne forms its own
sp5 rits, just as beer does. Of course all the ginger wine I Fhus prepare
contains spirits, and that in consequence of tbe fermentation it undergoes.
T mee ﬂ;ﬁé.bottles and t_he cask now before the Court.. I. cannot. swear,
i the liquor.contained in these bottles or this cask is the liquor I
made and commissioned these three prisoners to sell for me. . I have
exaiined the liquor in one of the quart bottles, found as I am informed
in one of the prisoner's houses. I find it to be 37 degrees helow
pi‘oofh ~This liguor therefore is considerably below the proof of the pure
raisin wine, which usually is turned out in England. I understood there
az no. objection to the saleof wines in Ootacamand. I‘}xad no of.ﬁcial
idhioris- % authorize the Ist, 2nd and 3rd prisoners to sell the ginger
wine T made. I letthem sell it on my own authority and responsibility-
It was for me they sold it. I obtained two licenses from the Col}ectors
ﬁf’ﬂbhhﬁmﬁore,‘dated 24th February 1855, and 23rd Qct«ober 1838 res-
p é cf:iv ely, whi ch Iriow hénd intOjC.Ou_rt*( N ote, the witness presonts @wo
documents, né: igned E. B, Thomas, Collector, dated 24th February
‘185&(5'%% g Mr. 8. Jamesto sell beer, if wholesome and good, &c.,
A the'second, signed J. W. Cherry,dated 23rd October 1838, authoriz-
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Jing Mr.8. James to sell spirituous liquor, not the proguct of the
- country, to European gentlemen, &c.) Thave no licenses besides the two
I nowproduce. I did not know it was necessary to obtain a written

license from the Collector to make ginger wine, and to get the prisoners
to sell it. Having a license to sell beer, which undergoes the same pro-
cess, I thought I might also sell the ginger wine. I have never paid nor

. been asked %o pay Government for the privilege of selling spirits or

beer. I have been unrestricted in the number of shops at which I could

o tell the beer, or the spirits under the two licenses".‘ ‘I mean by this
_:‘that’-‘I ‘bag no written restriction. But verbally \he Constable,
M. Halleck, told te some years ago I was to sell beer in two shops

hara ~0d onein Candell. Then afterwards the Collector, Mr. Cherry,
told Me T rmight have three shops in the bazaar in Ootacamund, but

I Obt’?”}ed no written license from him. The Ist, 2nd and 8¢d prisoners
are me"three parties Lhave recently employed to gell for

n.g, ungler
. ) . . .
rry’s verbal permission, in Ootacamund bazaar.

T cannot say
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if the liquor given by me to the prisoners has ever been adultérated
after it has left my manufactory in Ootacamund. I never went to the
bazaar to examine what the ptjisoriers ‘did to the liquor 1 entrusted
to them for sale on my account. The liquor sent by me to them for
sale was sentin open casks. For what T know they might have done
what they liked with it. This of course applies both to the ginger wine
and beer they sold for me ¢n commission, T have given a written autho-

rity to the Ist prisoner to sell ginger wine, I think it was for me. I do

notrecollect if * beer” was méntioned. I gaveno written authority to the
2nd and 3rd prisoners to sell for me, but they had my verbal authority
to sell both ginger wine and beer. I did not obtain directly or ndirectly
for the prisoners a license from the Collector to cstablish shops in the
bazaar for the sale of my ginger wine. I cannot say if the ginger wine’
I have now examined ‘in this Court is different from the ginger wine
T have lately given out to the three prisoners for retail sale. What 1
have manufactgred may have been of the same strength as the liquor now
in the bottle T have tested. T have no distilledy. Thia livqﬁmrsl have now
examined will, if taken in sufficient quantities, intoxicate & wan, This
deposition has been read to me, and is correct. s bl

 (The lIst, 2nd and 3rd prisoncrs state they have no question to put
to this witness.) : .

[ ]

(Signed) 8. JAMES. .
Sworn before mein open Court, this 8th August 1860. .

; | . (Signed) E.W.BIRD; Sub-Judge.

Re-examined on his former oath, this 9th day
When Mr. Cherry the Acting qané&bof‘gavé e

spirituous liquors not country made, to Europeans, I aske&lﬁm if it were
neeessary to take cut a license to manufactureand sell ginger wine, and

he said No. The present Collector Mr. Thomas was aware of my making

and selling ginger wine, but I did not ask him for a hicense. He gave.

me none.  Thiis deposition 1 correct as I dictated it. ;
The 1st, 2nd and Srd prisoners state they have no questi:’\s to put
to this witness. e

. (Signed) 8. JAMES.
. Re-examined on his former oath,this 9th August 1860, in ope!
| (Signed) ‘K. W. BIRD, Sub-Judge, |

n Goﬁrﬁ ‘

. Deposition of Assistant Surgeon Lestock Wilson Stewart, who having -
been sworn, deposes as follows :— 3 o
My name is Lestock Wilson Stewart. I reside in Ootachmund. Tam
an Assistant Surgeon on the Madras Establishment. I am able to ascertain
the presemce in any liquor submitted to me for examination of spirit,
either pure or diluted.. This I can do by the inflammability of the liquor,
and it tefe.. If the liquor inflames on applying a light, and the liguor
containsgpirit, it burns with a pale lambent color, without any smoke .
resulting. This is one of the certain signs of the presence of spirit.
T have examiried the liquor contained in the bottles marked A, B, C,
D, E T, H, T and J, also the liquor in the cask marked .G, now before -
the Court. The whole of the contents of these bottles and cask with
* the exception of bottles D and E, contain a certain amount of spirit.
The bottles D and E, contain inmy opinign, no spirit. I should describe :
the contents. of all these bottles and the cask,excepting the contents
of bottles D and E, as spirituous ﬁ'quor. The whole of the liquor subject
to the fwo exceptions 1 believe to be fermented distilled Liquor w:th adul-
teration of sugar chiefly and water. I ani of opinion that the liguor =
T have examined, with the exception above mentioned, possesses intoxi-
cating qualities, and thatif taken in sufficient quantity it would intoxi-
_cate & mnii. Jthink that this liquor if taken in sufficient quantity, would
render s maxn, perfectly insensible from intoxication. I do not think a man
cofid “tike+ botile full of such liquor as T have tested, with impunity.
This deposition is correct as I have dictated it. ‘ v
o0 (P Ist, 2nd and 3rd prisoners say they haveno question to put to
this witnoss.) :

91

_ (Signed) L. W. STEWART.
Sworn before me in open Cowrt, this 9th Aungust 1860.
(Signed) E. W. BIRD, Sub-Judge.’

———————

Criminal case, No. 17 of 1860.
‘Apprehensign, 26th July 386‘,0.“‘

Ewe . Afrival, Bth August 1860.
‘ Disposed of 9th August 1860.
Prosccutor - - wersus Prisoners.
Mootoosawmy Pillay.

Regina. 1.
‘ . 2. Appasawmy Dillay,
3. Sowriamaul.
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Breuch of the Abkarry Laws.

Charge—1st count. That the Prisoners on the 26th July-1860, at
Ootacamund, unlawfully did sell certain country-made spmtnous fer-
mented liquor without a license.

2nd count. That the Prisoners on the 26th and 27th July 1860, at
Ootacamund, unlawfully did have in possession without a valid permit
or license, the 1st prisoner, 46 quarts; the 2r/d prisoner, 14
quarts and o small cask ; and the 3rd prlsoner 17 qu&rts of the a,foresand
spirituous liquor.

Date of complamt, 26th July 1860.
I. The Government Vakeel stated the charge, -
~ 2. The Prisoners pleaded not guilty.
3. The 1st witness corroborated by the Sth dePOMd to -
having on information received, seized the 83 quart bottles of hquo.l
(including 6 of beer) and the cask of liquor before the Court, in the
.shops and houses of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Prisoners; and also to thesaid
liquor on being tested being found to contain spirits,. and to ﬂ’e
prisoners having no license to gell or keep the same. S
" 4. Thoe 2nd, 4th, and 5th witnesses proved that the hquo!' beﬁoro
‘the Court was fermented and spirituous; that it caught fire on bemg
subjected to a flame, and that it was of a demdedly intoxicating quality,
The 2nd witness, who admitted that he was the party who employed the
1st, 20d and 3rd prisoners to vend such fermented country-made hcpmr
on his account for commission, deposed that neither he nor they had
-any valid license from the Collector for the sale of the article.
5. The 3rd and 7th witnesses deposed that on the evenmg of the
26th July 1860, the Ist and 3rd Pnsoners sold the.hquoz conmned n
bottles marked A and C before the Court in their, ymbme mﬂ ‘tha.t
on their seizing the bottles, they found the hquor txherem ! n’&a.med to
be spirituous liquor, which burnt on flame being applied. :

6. The 6th and 8th witnesses state that they saw the 9nd Prisoner
sell the liquor contained in the bottle marked J for 4 Annas, to one
Vencatachel]um, the 6th witness addmg that the ¢ontents of the said
bottle were q[vmtuou%

7. The Ist, 2und, and 3rd prisoners in their defence sglled no
witnesses, but while admitting that they sold and had been 16}@““&—
sion of the lgquor contained in the bottles and cask before the Court,.
averred that they acted only as agents of Mr. James (2nd- - witness),

and that they imagined he had a valid license for the sale of ‘the

article, which further they gid not know was spirituous liquor.

-
/5

8. The above evidence satisfies the Sub-Judge that the Ist, 2nd,
and 3rd pnsoners are guilty of the offences' with which they stand
charged, and such being the case he convicts them of the same, and
sehtences them, the 1st prisoner to pay a fine of 100 Rupees, commutable
if not paid to six months imprisonment with hard labor; the 2nd and
8rd prisoners ! to pay. a fine of Rupees 50 each, commutable if not paid
to three months imprisonment cach, also with hard labor, under Clause
9, Se(,t.lon VI. and Section XV. Regulation I of 1820,

9. The liquor before the Court will be forwarded to the Assistant
Collector for confiscation on part of Government, under Sectxon XIV. of
the above enactment. ‘

: (Signed) E. W, BIRD, SubsgJudge.
9th August 1860.

' ' (Signed) E.W. B.

. 28th August 1860.

z T N
Quanmy of[ Actual Degrees by| Specific Quantity of

[Hquorinbot- smount of Cartiers hy-| gravity- alcohol | ., Remarks

tte marked spirit. | drometer. |’ per cent.

— ! = g . 23 In consequence of my
oz 24 ; oz 8& 32 0 869 ) 38-3 "having added a little

carbonate of potash af-
. ter tuking the specific
ce P gravity of 32, the spirit

PR has become of greater|
, i t ) specific gravity, and is
i o 1. ) now 31.

(Sigied) L. W.STEWART.
OoracaMuxD, (True Copies.)
28t August 1860. E. W. BIRD, Sub-Judge.

No. 16.
To "THE INSPECTOR or POLICE.
Sm, ‘
P I beg to retury the bottle received with your letter, No 9, of this
d“«}’ s date, and to inform youthat I conmder 1ts canten  be spmtuoub

and unwholesome hquor R

I have,’ &c,
- (Signed) GEO. MACKAY M. D.,

QOTACAMUND, Medical Officer, Neilgherries.

28th July 18690.
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No. 17. .

g To W. S. NESBITT, Esq., Asst. Magistrate, OOTACAMUND.
IR, . :

. Thave th.e honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 134,
dated the Ist instant, and herewith return the bottles. o

Nos. 2,3, 5, contain what seems tome to be a spirituous and unwhole-

some liquor, all of the same deseription, but varying in strength and
slmxlar‘ to that contaiied in the bottle marked No. 1. e
With rega_rd ?:o th> contents of the bottle numbered 4, it seems to be
a much less injurious -leseription of liquor, more resembling ginger-beer
than wine. : .
I have, &e., .
(Signed) GEO. MACKAY, w. »., Asst. Surgeon,

Ooracamuny, Medindl oitaherelds
2nd August 1860. Medical Officer, Neily
(True Copies.)’ -
' E.W.BIRD, =~

a 'sz,ozs.,;rw”.*

Tothe Secretary, Boixd of Revenue, MADRAS,
' Y dated Ootecamund, September 5th 1860.

SR, ‘ R o
o Inreply tothen grest of the Board for opinionsregarding the work-
ingof the Abkarry sy iem at present atOotacamund, I would prerise that
my term of residencs being but of some six months’ duration; 1 wﬁq@h
compare the present with any former arrang éﬁ‘&?% !‘%0 B ;; j e
own knowledge tha' the number of shops;hagi{mfwgéﬂ,_q ‘»‘r~~.: 6, b W
ever, met with in every part of the town,and are but toowell frequented,
The supervision of these shops, if supervision there be, is-lax indeed.
Though nominally closed at eight o'clock at night, they are, I am
credibly informed, open at any time during the night to all who knock.
One great evifattending them is the system of théir accepting articles
of every description at these shops as payment for liquor. This is a'
great incentive to theft among private servants; any thing purlb\ugd ean
be, by a needy intemperate man, immediately bartered for the liquor
for which he may at the time be craving. '

Tnspection is also much required asto the ‘qual‘ity of the liquor sold v

in these shops. It isusually much diluted with water, and the deficiency

“of spirit hidden by the addition of stupefying drig
is the principal ; ab others called beer shops, there
the name of ginger wine, . : -
table and even more intoxicating than the liquor sok

I d by Government. . ‘ .
I?en;%e szenes of indoxication daily wituessed are deplorable. The

‘writer has seen parties of six or more nativ.es by tl}e roadside unab.lc to

niove and in danger of their lives from passing Vfab;cln?s s at otlze-r times
similar parties only arrived at the noisy stage of mel.onety, broiling fmd
’voéifemting in the open streets. ’l‘he.re are many instanees of natives
being found dead by the road side, their death bemg caused by cold and
exf;osure while under the influence of some de.letermus colmpound.

"It is not 683y 0 suggest any mode by_whlch the leglslatur:: could
cause any sudden improvement jn the I.nal.)_lts of a people. 80 weuded' to
habitual intemperance, as are the majority of .the native populatl‘on
hére; but by the reduction of the numl.)er. of liquor shops, by which
change 2 continual and efficient inspection ‘wf)uld be rendered prac-
ti}ﬁa.ﬁle; by a total prohibition of the sale .of hquor. except. for readzr1
Hioney-?—(for in addition to barter, the credit system is pl;actl‘se(.l),——anl,
by pﬁvention of the mixture with the arrack of various drugs, much
good would no doubt ensue ‘ _

The native servants abthis place receive .much higher wages than

; nwy'dhh ér ﬁm’t‘bf Idﬂip‘-—‘mmh highex: than is commensurate with the
velaki epnws of lodging, food and clothing, here and on the plains ; but
anitid poverty-stricken race was neverseen. This is only attributable
to theifr' intemperate habits. I have had to discharge more than one
gervant for serious affrays when under the influence of liquor. One
of them, when I afterwards harangued him on his conduct, told
me with tears in his cyes, that until I brought him from Mysore

which has the reputation OB

which “Bhang”/ ‘

wh éoldg%_
Mg 01ppati P

4

[

he had never been intoxicated in his life. Other servants who had’
good characters in Madras, no sooner arrived here, than they plunged -

at onceé into continued orgies, and cvery article of jewellery or plate
that! was Jeft for an instant unwatched was certain ‘to be made away
witht The puthorities when applied to, said it was useless to make

PR AL ‘ . ., . . .
any stir in the matter-as recovery was impossible, owing, I imagine, to

lthe resfliness ‘with which all ‘such property was received at the liquor
's‘hops. AR
‘ T have, &e.,
(Sign(‘th "\~ C~ (";\BIIPBETATI-
o k
AN B
Moo

i N %!i

&/
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To J. D. SIM, Esq., Secretary to the Board of Revenue, MADRAS.
Sir, : , ,

‘ I h_aVO the honot to acknowledge the receipt of an Extract from the:
Procéedings O_f the Board of Revenue, No. 3,824, dated 21st August
_1860’ regarding the working of the Abkarry system at Ootacamund, and:
1n reply, T beg to offer a fow observations and sugg#stians on the subject.

Th‘e Arrack contract at Ootacamund has been let to a Native for
the Petmfi of five years, which time expires in 1861 ; he hasbeen permitmd
to sell spirits at no less than twelve shops, and as far as I can learn he hag
not been required to conform to any particuigi-'regulations. Deleterious
drugs are mixed with the arrack, andit is sold on credit or-'éxehanged
for any article of value, whethor stolen or otherwise, that may be taken '
to the shop. The shops are nominally closed at night, but es.theyhave
back doors,  parties desirons of obtainjng arrack -can- procure it af. all

hours. There are also four beer shops where a beverage is sold almast

83 pernicious as the arrack. i i
. It appears to me that the wants of this place would be amply sup- .
plied by two shops. Onme in the busar, the othir dn ' the. villige of
“ Kandel.” 1 would suggest that these shops be laced in’cousplenous
situations, and that they should have no back doors, the front should be
glezed s0 as to permit the Police to see all that goes on within. No
arrack should be sold except for ready cash, and means shonld be taken
to prevent the infusion of pernicious drugs in the arrack or beer, artd if
t’he.law fndmits of 1t) parties appearitig drank on the Toads should ﬁa*zﬁnéd ’i
or imptisoned,—no elass of persons would benefit by these restrictions
so much as the native servents themselves. - T am adquainted. with sy
of them who are brdinarily - respectful and obliging, But wh dbdetsd
qudrrelsonie and violent to g degree after drinkingever el 4
of the abominable liquor sold here, ‘and. for dnysieiteibiey arekbbath
“reckless of consequences. In fach; such’ i ithe: state of! wwmﬁﬁ
- the kindly feeling which formerly existed towatds the Natied Bwv‘éﬂtﬁ'iﬁ,
almost extinet, . Lo MR e
‘;’ I have, &e., : L *
OoTacAMUND, iw\‘“{Sﬁgncd) A.J. HADFIELD, Lt.-Col.
8rd September 1860.

)

" Wbsence of salutary checks.

“#ming Hre
il Tndépéndmt of the Contractor’s shops, there are others for t-be

‘sdliiot boor and wine, both of Hill manufacture ; and it is in respect

'/'7.“

L7

- To 7. D. SIM, Eéq.., Secretary, Board of Revenue.

Six, . . _ | . |

1. T have the honor to acknowledge receipt of ‘Proceedings of the

Boax;d,"dated 2i‘st; ultiino, expressing a desire to have my sentiments on
the working of the Abkarry arrangements at Ootacamund.

.1 . There can be no unstion that a large amount of drunkenness

l.prévﬁil’é&inoﬂ@st the lower orders at this place. The climate must be

dotigidered to 4-certain extent to form an inducement to drink; under a

fithieri idea that this cun’give real or permanent relief from the sénsa-
& 6f cold ; but T ascribe it'in a greater measure to the great facilities
pasetited for obéaining intoxicating liquors, and a lax system or almost

.8y Tn this plce there are no less than twelve shops of the Arrack
Conteactor, eighﬂ of these being in the general bazar, three in a smaller
W, Yud one in a place iostly inhabited by cultivating gardeners.
These shops ate generally in such obscur.e Ioca.litiqs that they cax_.mot ‘w:eu .
b wnder pfbper surveillance ; there is no:restriction upon their selling
wpitits on credit ;- and their facilities of concealed outlet must tempt and
eémepurage the contravention of the A.bka.uy law, which forbids any
ﬁbperty being received in payment of liquor. To all these eau:e,es’ Is to
hé: attributed the unhappy prevalence of drunkenness, the frequent
li&hbﬁﬁéﬁ,},mdf nfbr(ﬁ especially .the petty pilferings in houses, which are
sliiminon; . sauree of complaint.. :

of these that I consider a very lax system to have Deen observed. I
need bardly mention that, under the ruling of tll}e Sudr Adalut Court,
the sale of beer requires a special license, while that of wine is unre-
stricted as not coming within the provisions of Act I. of 1820. o
5. A Mr.James here had a license for the. gale of beer. I have -
never mysell tasted what he brewed, but have heard from others that

_i:was 4 wholesome and innocuous beverage. It was not, however sold '
o h&wnsu‘mer from his own premises, Natives kept fg\hops, at which
“fhey €0ld 'the beer roceived - from Mr. James, having to bring him
jdbrta‘m fixed sum. There wasnohold upon or control over these people,
- the retfil venders. They might drug the beer as they liked to promote

its sale, which I faney could only succeed by giving it intoxicating
properties. Indeed this was carried so far that Dr. Macbeth of the 74th
Highlanders told me that some of the men, who had got (so-called)

~ drink upon it, had the appearance of being poisoncd. It has probdiﬂy
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been the same of late with the sale of certain ginger wine, which' has

f’ormed the subject of Police proceedings. As manufactured by Mr. James .
1tappears to have been harmless enough {so far as I can learn), but it has’

been sold at native shops in the bazar without any restrictions, snd by

~all accounts has there been largely mixed with spirits; without this in -

fact it ?ould hardly have been, as it is said to have been,a dangerdus
competifor with the Arrack shops.

6. The Armck_ Contractor’s privilege I understand to hold il
July 1861 ; and T presume there is no power reserved of imposing
new restrictions upon him, op of curtailing the number'of his shops
once licensed for the retail of spirits. Real, substantial improvement
could then only be introduced at the expiration of ‘the above named
ter.qn’, and I would take the liberty of offering the following guggeﬁﬁém
of improvement on the present system. | ' o

7. Twould separate the more retail shops from the general
renteg. This latter's license should be for manufacture and disposal
’ 1}3’ wholesale to the retai]l venders, That one district might not inter-

iere‘> with -another (if judged necessary) the' retail whaps' should be
obliged to-purchage from the general renter, in which oase a Sﬁpﬁiﬁﬁ_m
as o & limit of price would be necessary- ST
8% T would make each keeper of a retail shop have a separate
license, renewable every year as a hold upon the place being well con-
ducted. The number of such licenses should be fixed for the year,

qnfi not increased within that tem. This restriction wouldenable their
being sold advanbageously atauction. The licenses might be given

Aor tll‘? present by theImprovement Committee, aoting forthe purpose
m.conjunction with the ' ‘
- Police, as these Officers
to the marinerin whicl
These retail pl

or tosell for 'aught but foney ; they should Keeincaounts lisble to be
called for at any time for inspeetion ; they shotildhawa no;,},,mi{.entrdﬂﬂe»'
and be open at all times to domiciliary visits of thsaupmjmaﬁms of
Police. : S e

9. I would bave separate licenscs for Beer and: Wimbf*

0 il bied
AR

dgem

he.mg aduMerated with spirits. ’I’hereimﬁﬂ’hﬁ"ﬁ‘fb&i‘ ;
feiture of license on wggravated cases of adulteis

Assistant Maglstrate and Superintendent of
could assist the devision with their, tes ‘ B h’g
» the party hed prévionsly eonducted: M (shop.
. aces ghould be in conspicuous situntions! toadimit ol owsy
surveillance by the Police - they should net be allgwed-to gell on credit,

Bypomin
order first, %o afford the opportunity of unintoxicating liguensthitose .
- Who might wish to drink them ; and next, to preyens the ﬁMx ,

e

separate license might also be given here for the manufacturer and scller
- by wholesale, ouly neither party would be restricted as to sale or pur-
chase  from the other alone. The retail licenses might be similarly
ispued to.those for the Arrack shops ; of course in both cases there would
hethe sommon Police restrictions as to opening and closing at specified

howgs.. i v : -
- 10, In speaking of the manufacturer, I am considerihg the case
‘onlv iof beer and wine manufactured on the spot, and in reference to

{
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ﬁliéré might be a provision for testing the liquors produced, that
h! were whalesome beverages. - ' ,

‘, 4 11, Itis a question, whether drunkenness is not fostered by the
":“\esént opportunity of removing spirit from an arrack shop, and
"whether it might, not be advisable to restrict the sale of spirits to -
w;b,at is “drunk on the premises,” ‘with a local monopoly of manu-
",,‘ e, and no privilege there of retail sale, J.t would, however, be a
atn ouli provision to arrange. ~

ﬁimmﬂt;m - o T have, &e.,

it

i}
'

- QOTACAMUND,  (Signed) J. OUCHTERLONY.
September 1860 ‘ :
PR THA
.. Noe. 36,

-z mﬁmm Secrotary o the Board of Revenue, FORT SAINT

i ave the honor to acknowledge receipt of Proceedings of the
Board of Revenue, dated 21st August, and Resolution of the 16th August
-1860, I am sorry that I have been unable to forward my views with
refercnce to the working of the Abkarry systemat Ootacamund untilnow,
owing to constant professional duty. _
.+ - From Ty rather limited esperience in the Abkarry arrangements -
é%ﬁepﬁmamuhd, I feel that I can offer but few remarks to guide the
‘: ik vof, Bevenue in this matter. It is, however, nptoripas that the
i faejlities: for obtaining liquor are wery great, both at the large and
| principal shops, and the retail licensed toddy shops in the bazar,
I a.pﬁaars;thut the number of toddy shops is much in excess of what
#ig really required, and I think that (3) three if well regulated, would be
-amply safficient for the requirements of the native population. Never-
-theless, in my opinion, it scarcely matterswhether therc are three, six,
-ornine, licensed toddy shops in the bazar, « Nativesand others who

A




30

are inclined to imbibe more than is correct, will not be restrained from
doing se, because only three shops retail the spirit. Now that the Police
Establishment is in force, I think we must rely more upon this bidy

of men to check drunkenness’ and all disorderly conduct, by ‘bringing
- offenders against the peace to justice, than by curtailingthe numbet of
spirit shops. , : A
I have been given to understand from undoubted authority, that

no increase in the number of toddy shops in Ootacamund has-taked- °
place for the last ten or twelve years. ‘ '

v

I have, &e., ‘ : IR

(Signed) L. W. STEWART, Asst. Surgea 7

OOTACAMUND, Medical Officer, Ootacam:
. 25th September 1860. - '

)

¥ ST

Tt
¥

-

To J. D. SIM, Esq,, Seeertary <o the Board of Revenue, FORT SAINT
GEORGE, dated Elk H JI, Qotacamund, 54h of September 1860
Sir, o : O O TR

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Extraét of PrOcéeaihgs
of t%xe Board of Revenue, No. 3,824 of the 21st of August 1860, accoim:'
panied by Extract from the Proceedings of _Govemmént, ‘and -wi'gg;
reférence to R-esolutic_m 2 of the first named document, ¥ have the hbhqiv‘ ‘

to state to you, for the'inform‘@tion of the Board, that from" what I -

myself have seen and have heard of, I consider there exists a vast
amount of da'unkenqess' almongst the matives from the plains or Jow.
country at Ootacamund ; and that conse‘quenﬂy,.hhe.:wurking:of;{ﬁgéﬁ
present Abkarry arrangements effects vast profit tothe Arrapk-Ousiis-
tor, and. the numerous retajl vepders of the amta;ckz@-‘mdamaa, pots
very vast detriment to the very generally smallnhww the ‘Mh
and morals of the consumers of it~ . P <
As some means to, in part, remedy the existing evil, T would &,g '
to suggest that every proper measure should be adopted to prevent
Arrack retailers from selling on aredit or on Pawn, and that the ready:
money should be received by them down on the spot, for every:diog:
of arrack consumed ; this, I think, would in some degres:
prevent natives from getting in debt, and becoming reckless.
. I'would also beg tosuggest a considerable reduction in the ;.
of arrack shops, as a means to tend to fall efficiency wth"“ww
out of such Regulations asmay exist for the prevention of drupkouoess,

i

* From W. 8
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Tiot; &o., @ I think, it stands:bo reason, if a lorge number of |

shops, and rapart from each -obher are supervised by a certain number

of Police, thay duty ean be more easily and efficiently executed by the

iamvu h,umber of Pulice, when the shops are brought down to & much

less ‘numﬁ‘mi",’ cp‘nspiauous'ly situated, and also contiguously situated
with regard to each other. . o

" T have the honor, &c.,. |

(Signed) HOWARD DOWKER, Major-Genl,,
' Ier Mojesty's Madras Infantry.

’

. N o
Jupicial, DEPARTMENT,

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

o Read the following papers :— " |
E"ﬁm%iﬂ; B;THOMAS, Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore, toT. PYCROFT,
e+ Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated

27th June 1860, No. 31 , »

B | beg to. forward for consideration of Government, or the Sudr, a
legster from my Assistant Mr., Nesbitt, dated 22nd instant, No. 118,

'Somethirig does seem noeded on the Hills, though it is udifficult subject

ik to lagialate perhaps.

a— e

y

NESBITT, Esq., Assistant Magistrate, to E. B. THOMAS,

Esq., Magistrate of Coimbatore, dated Ootacamund, 22nd June
1860, No. 118. '

A matter productive of much evil hereis the entire absence of

‘any law to control domestic servants in their conduct towards their

employers. . A servant is at present at liberty to leave his masteror
mistress at any moment he chooses, and thereby occasion an amount of

mmnm, or:even injury, for which he can maka no reparation.
‘Manifold illustrations might be given by which such results can be

produced, but'the most familiar Which may be taken (by way of exam-
ple) afe those of a cook employed in families where are invalids, and
there are many such, or children, depending for health on the punctual
execution of bis duty; or a horsckeeper or other servant, entrusted with
valuable eattle, suddenly walking off and leaving them unfed and

uncared for, The Enropean community heve iniend, 1 believe, petitioning
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the Legistative Council to grant an Aot to rectily this ovil, but a8 it will
take time to procure such, and the grievance in the moanwhile incrgases,
I beg to suggest your soliciting from, Goversment

*No. 13 of 1859.  that sorde /imited powers may be gianted to me
No. 90f1860.  to check the evil untilan Act ;«.passed. . Two
Acts* which have been pasded within o recent

Peﬁ,o d, elearly introduced the principle that certain -classcs of persons
who voluntarily undertake the exccution of labor shall be compelled to.
perform the same. The whole class of public servants also, although
#0 specific Aot exists in reference to them; are yet under restrictions 25
to continuing in, or quitting their duties, cven ‘though they ‘may be
entitled to leave. The primary cbnsideraltion to which.they m\;,;s{{"yield
being the exigencies of the publie service .Although nao specifie agree-
ment, at least written one, is made with a domestic servant, yet the mere
fact of his offering Rimself for service, implies his Vyvillingﬂzﬁss'&“d inten-

tion to exccute what may be required of him, otherwise he would not-

be at all hired, T consider therefore that without any hardship bding
entailed on them, domestic servantsgmight be placed on & similay footing
1n regard to their employers, and for ‘this purpose T 'ww!dpvopose the
following rules :— _ b S

1. That no servant shall quit his service without leave, or giving.
& month’s notice. If he does, he shall on refusal to return therete by

order of the Magistrate, be liable to forfeit a month’s pay besides a*ine.

of Rupees 20, or two monthg’ imprisonment with simple labor injail. - If,
however, he pleads and P

from I ‘ Toves having reccived any serious maltreatment
(:;g‘dlstf’ml’l‘;y er, or ;I%Vmg bedn subjected to an unreasonable amount
eductions having boen made from his wages, he shall be absolvel

e erage : s e th

:;‘01:; al}l such libilities. I would wish it to be disﬁiwﬁlgfw‘ sestond,
hat, whenever a charge of desertion was brought a: aiﬁsi‘;iﬁ"mﬂ ‘{“‘w'n“ $. $ho
Magistrate should always fir ’ i i o, the

occasioned by the proceedings of his employer,-or was merely the reguls

of the servant’s own caprice anri.";whi’m; to give annoyamce. Should the
local Governm¢nt consider the powers applied for cannot be granted
except by Legislative enactment, I would suggest the advisableness of
the matter being submitted to the Supreme Government, o

e i
-

(Tfu,e COPY) o . - ' \ T
 (ignod) E. B, THOMAS, Nagisits;

8t ascertain, whether such desertion had been .

ZC;

From H, D. RAE, Esq., Secretary to the Committec, to T. PYCROFT,
* Ksq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
Ootacamund, 30th June 1860.

I am requested by the Committee appointed at a Meeting of the
inhabitants of this station held on the 11th instant to forward to you
for submission te Government the annexe’d eopy of the Proceedings of
that Méeting, and at the same time to offer a fow remarks on certain of
the resolutions which were adopted, my present object being rather to
make the Government acquainted with the feeling that exists here
regarding evils under which the community labours than tc suggest the
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" remedies that may be applicable to them ; but at some future date, the

Committee trust to be allowed the opportunity of offering specific
recommendations to that effect.

‘2. On the general terms of the first Resolution, the Committee
would only.' observe that in their vicw of the matter, the fraud, theft,
and disorderly conduet of the domestic servants of this station therein
complained of are mainly due to the workirtig of the Abkarry Depart-
ment and the inefliciency of the Police. »

8. With reference to the second Resolution, the Committee beg to
state that, in their opinion, the extortion and difficulty complained of
owe their aggravated character in a great degrec,to the employment', of
il'res‘ponsible men as Maistries, who aect unde_r Government sanction
and possess a virtual manopely. ~ The expression of a desire to see the

‘re<employment of the Cutwal in the duty of assisting travellers results

from its being felt that such is preferable to the new arrangement that
has established the Maistries, and that, if it can be guarded from
former abuses, the return to the Cutwal agency would be beneficial.
Instances of misconduct on the part of the Maistries might be inde-
finitely multiplied, but it will suffice for the Committee to give the
assurance to, Government that what has been brought under their notice
and is within their own knowledge shows that the inhabitants on the
one hand are quite at their merey to give or withhold means of move-
ment and transport, and that on the other the general Body of Coolies
on the Hills and at the foot of the Ghats do not dare to seek or accept
service unless it passes through their hagds, while further, in regard to
thelr irresponsibility, a case is before the Committee where grave and
formal charges against them preferred’ to the Magistrate of Coimbatoro
were suffercd to pass unnoticed because of his averred deficiency of
jurisdietion in the matter. The Committee would beg to explain on fhis
question that the Resolution of the Meeting and their own observations



34
have reference only to

foot of the ghauts leading to them, efficient means of locomotion to the
latter places requiring in an especial degree to be provided, and they
would thercfore represent to Government the great urgency for an
immediate remedy being appliedfor the present state of things, as strangers
from this and other Presidencics, ladies and invalids, are exposed to
the most serious privations, delay; and inconvenience from being at the
mercy of these

nent residents are precluded from making their 6wn arrangements from
the interference of the Maistries. '

4. Before ac'dressing
third Resolution, T am desired to solici
the copy of the D
the Advocate Clen ral, in connection with petitions from this and other
stations, for the } assing of
master and servay -, The Committee would desire to see whother the

Draft, Act in questim might be susceptible of any wseful modifications,
and to use it for fusily

sanatarium hgg Peciliar requirements ;. Government will be aware that
domestics in th,

¢ plains are very. generally averse to accompany theilf‘
masters to thege Hi'ls, and visitors, therefore, to the sanataria here are
always -nore or less dependent for servants on the native residents of.
the Neilgherrigs, and, in conseyuence of this, Ootacamund has become
the great centre for domestics of the worst sort—men who are unable
& procure service in any other station in the Presidency.

3. ‘Yiﬂl re.gard 10 the fourth Résolution of the Meeting, it is
of course impossible that the condition of g Military Cantopment can

be reverted to, but thg exprossion of feeling by the mgeting is to
be taken as sho

wing the decp conviction of the community generally
that some efficient check to the existing evils requires to beImposed, and’
that it would be greatly better to have the summary power of the Militéry
Bazar Regulaéions introduced than to sce a continuance of the present
immuuity for gross misconduct and extortion.

t the favor of being fuggdshed with

6. In conclusion, the Committee would respectfully call the atten-.

tion of Government to the gen‘:zml tenor of the resolutions. The Iang\tagb

employed  throughout, it will be observed, is strong ; but the Com~

mittco can confidently assure Government that it was no more than a

deliberate expression of that indignant fecling which the: existing Sta%

of matters excited, very naturally, in the public breast.

arrangements on the Hiils, and from and to tho -

irresponsible functionaries, while some old and perma-

Government specially on the subjecf of the
aft Act framed (the Committeo belicve, it 1855), by |

an Act to regulate the relations betweéen'-

itating the ohject of the Gieneral Meeting. This-,

2/
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' Procecdings of a Meeting of the Inhabitants of Qolucamuid, held at the

rooms of Messrs. Framjee & Co., on Mo’nday the 11th of June ’1.5131
On the motion of Major Gencral Dowler, seconded by Colonel Miller.

James Ouchterlony, Esq., is called to the thai-r.
The Chairman explains the object of the Meeting.
S R:rsox,m.xo’v' 1.—Proposcd by the Reverend E. Laseron, and seconded
:or General Dowker. o |
by M;i]xoi(iigj;ato an undoubtedly erroneous impression prodl'lced on
N t]'1 mind by recent orders and proceedings of authority, the
th.e at“': <tortion practised by laborers, artificers and others, and the
?n;(?lun : fiaud and drankenness of dpmestic servants, has caused a state
0‘; iﬁz:;{s at'Ootacamund., that is absolutely intolerable.
wied unanimousiy. : . .
g‘" ’ wb s10x 1. —Proposcd by A. K. W. Lascelles, Esq., and seconded
psoLuTIoN 11— '
' n, Esq. L o
" HThlz't tga;:;?edy th%z extortion complained of, it seerms very desu;la.blc
that g table of rates of hire should be determined and issued from time

~ to time by the local authority, according to the existing value of labour;

that in respect of carrying or transport coolics, the weight to bo carried

" by them, and the time to be consuined should also be fixed; and thatr
. , i

furtt the system of cooly maistrics or sontractors, recently intro-
dur :;“’:h“'s beénsi}',ound to work in a most pernicious manner, the same
ueed, has.

should be abolished, and the Cutwal be again authorized to give assist-

nee in ‘procuring coolies and others, under such restrictions as may
4l =]

- appear sufficient to guard his agency in the matter from abuse.

Carried with tiro dissentient voices.

Rusoruriox I1IL—Proposed by II. D. Rae, Esq., and seconded by
icutenant Colonel Hadfield. o ‘
quThat to provide against the present injurious consequences that

: o fairandi ial
" result from the gross misconduct of domestic servants, a fair and imparti

Law ought to be enacted between Master and Servant, and which should

" pring the relation between them under the cbgnizance- of the Tolice
" authority. , .

Carried unanimously.
RisorvrioN IV.—~Proposed by H. R. Dawson, Esq., and seconded by
1 Freeman. . . ' ‘ o
Culor’ll?hatrw‘;xile it is considered that the introduction of the Mx‘h‘tary
Ba;zar Regulations into Ootacamund, and its reconstitution as a Militagy
Cantonment, would abstractedly be an evil, et the opinien of this Mect-
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ing is, thut such would be preferable to the existing order of things, and
tend better to realize security and comfort to the inhabitants.
Carried with three dissentiont voices. '
ResorurioN V.—Proposed by Colonel Miller, and seconded by the
Reverend W. T. Blenkinsop. '
That a Committee be appointed consisting of Mr. Ouchterlony,
Mr. Rohde, Major Wapshare, Mr. Lascelles, Reverend Mr. ‘L“B‘“d’
Mzr. Dawsvon,» Colonel Hadfield, Mr. Rae, Reverend Mr. Pope, aqd
Mr. Pestonjee, for the purpose of framing petitions to Government of
Ma.dras and the Legislative Council, on the basis of the foregoing Reso-
lutions, and that the petition to the Legislative Council be forwarded

t}.xrough ?he Gover_nment of Madras, with g request for their support being
given to its prayer,

Carried unaninously, | ‘
REsoLvTion VI—Proposed by Licutenant Colonel ITadfield, rand
seconded by Major Ussher, ‘
.. That the inhabitants present at the Meeting pledge themselyes (and
will do their best endeavouts to prevail on others to do the same) not.to
give employment to any one, whether domestic servants, artificers of

others, without having received a verbal or written character from their -
last employers,

Carried, .

al -On the motion of the Reverend Mr. Lugard, scconded bj'l‘Ctﬂonei

emons, the thanks_ of the meeting are voted to Mr. Ouchterlony; for his

eon'(mct m the chair, and to Messrs, Framjee & Co., for the use of

their room, : : s

| (Signed) J. OUCHTERLONY, Chairpnan. -
(True Copy.) - ‘ L
(Signed) H. D. RAE, 5

Sacretary to the- govm'}iriittee._

ORDERED TUEREON, S1st July 1860, No. 960,

With the first of the above lotters the Magistrate of Ootaeaimund
forwards for consideration a copy of a letter from his Special: Assistant

Mr. Nesbitt, Mr. Neshitt describes the cvils arising fromp the entire

absfmce of any law to control domestic servants ja their conduct towards
their employers, and submits somo rules which he proposgsrr‘“?ﬁkm be
adopted until Legislative provision can be made to supply the'defect. |

« 2. The objection to these rules, as might have qecursell both to
Mz, Nesbitt and to My Themas, is, that the Government haye no #cauS

v
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nor authoriﬁy-whatever to carry them out. They could only be enforced
under sanétion of a Legislative enactment. -

3. With the second letter is forwarded the copy of Resolutions
passed at a Meeting of the inhabitants of Ootacamund, held on the
11th ultime. S .

; The first Rosolution scts out, that “ owing to an undoubtedly
errone;:uﬂ ‘impression produced on the Native mind by recent orders and
prodeﬂdiﬁlgs of authority, the amount of extortion practised by laborers,
art"iﬁce’l"s and others, and the insolence, frand and drunkenness of domestic

servants, has eaused a state of matters at Ootacamund, that is absolutely

" intolerable.” The Secretary Mr. Rae’s letteron this Resolution states
 ‘that the misconduct of the servants on the Hills is mainly due to the

working of the Abkarry Department and to the incfliciency of the Police.
This will be communicated to the Revenue Department, where the Col-

 leotdr will be called on for a report on the alleged evils of the Abkarry
- system. . With respect to the Police, it is observed that the District of
" Coimbatore has recently been brought under the operation of the new

Police Act XXIV. of 1859, and it is trusted that an improvement may

soon manifest itself. '
“i- 5. The second Resolution passed at the Meeting states that to

”‘fémedy the evils complained of, - it scems very defirabl®that a table of
rates #-‘W,‘:Qhéuld be determined and issued from time to time by the

'lsgﬁt shotity according to the existing value of labor.; that in resppct
W Giryyiing or transport coolies, the weight to be carried by them, and the
#iel88 Yo oonsumed should also be fixed ; and that further, asthe system
Oﬁébolj;’?fmaistries- or contractors, recently introduced, has been found to

‘work in @‘most pernicious manner, the same should be abolished, and the

Cutwal be again authorized to give assistance in procuring coolies and
others, under such restrictions as may appear sufficient to guard his agency

inthe mattgr from abuse. On this point, the Government can only remark

G that they possess no au'th'orit“y*
LAFE, Regulation X1, 1816, to determine the rates of hire for

i

" applied’OMly to rates of hive fo coolies, nor to regulate tl_le weight
. be paid by Travellers for palam- of their loads, nor the time to he
quim bearers, cookies and boatmen, spent by them in their trips.
and for' draft ond carriage caitle; These are mafters which must be
but gives the Magistrates no power left to adjust themselves according

~ to enferce thess rates ov to compel  to the ordinary laws which regulate
personsio work for them. the demand and supply of labor,
and with which Government can-
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not interfere,

grade to give assistance in procuring

st i ! coolies. Suc ent is
foreign to their duties, they could not ir es. Such employm

itervene in such matters to any

purpose without arrogating to themselves authority which they do not

. ipf'():siss;ﬂgh}jch the Government could not confer upon thom, and which
of co:tracto?: Onferr(.}d’ could not be guarded from abuse. The system
Collostor oo aor };na‘xstnes appears to have been resorted to by the
that eventoat Sl'lt, stitute for the former practice. It isto be hoped
although i y 1t may work well upon the Neilghcrries, ns elsewhare,

0(;1 i ’_[1;38 ﬁrsf, Introduction may be attended with difficulties. -
preger;t mj:lilzglsr(i Resolution declares that * to provide agajnsfa ﬂ\‘
of domesti onsequences that. result from the gross misconduct

¢ servants, a fair and impartial law ought to be ensoted.

betwee :
cen master and servant, and which should bring the r tion't

bet . :
ween them under the cognizance of the Police authority”-~and by

Resoluti N .

ing(;}::ilgi?)n‘;’ :t)(:l):: I(x;,nt't% has boen appointed for the purpose of ffm«)
In his letber am”r‘;“;:‘nment of Madras and the Legislative Councile_
furnished Wi,thpa c?) YP f4, M. Rae, the Secretary, requests to be
General in 1855t gy o, Aroft Act propured by the Advocate
servant” A cop of'tlo regulate the 1:elat10ns between maste and
Secretary, who wyx 1 alqm} Dmft? .Act wxl'l, as requested, be SgRiko t,‘h.‘_’:
Penal Committes daté (;)2 ée furnished with a copy of the repkdPof the
Mr. Eliott’s lette'r of 8rd ;.h '{ uly 1825, forwu.rded with the Honordfle
Dmf’t;3 Bil} was not pm%edegévlvlistfhlsw, showing tha reason why the
Milita;y ;;:;aimgzh f::?olutfon asserts that the introduction ‘of the
a Military Cuntoriun ) ;ous Into Ootacamund and its reconstitution ag:
preferable to the exi etr'l » elthough abstractedly an evil, would Ve
el for zemarl: 00&; ing Sflatff of things. This ‘Reaohxtion does nof
never again Bc r’na, o an(f;‘:::g is essentially a Ci'vﬂ station m;l inn;
of a Military Bazar station, nient, nor established on the footing

0. Thelast Resolution isa very proper one.

0. e Lus ’ The parties present.

S:::,l‘izt?:_cmbeh ¢s not to emplo_)‘r any servants or workmen wifbout &

. 10t -His Excellency the Governor in Council resolved to ¢om-

_ m;m ¢ the nbov? remarks to the gentlemen who compoged the Meet~

:It‘lli oGt(;he 11th jultxmo, m reply to their Secretary’s letter of 30th idem.

w‘h{ \ t'lvernor 1}1 Council feams that the evils and inconveniences of
¢h the Meeting comphuip are riot of a nature to be remedied by

, 3

They must also decline to allow their servants of any ©

- of thé\z:ar.» ~ Persons resorti

21

3

Legislative action. The objections which were advanced against the

"adoption of Mr. S. Smyth's Draft Act in 1855, would probably now

prevent the passing of any enactment for regulating the relation between
master and servant. No general law of the kind is likely to be passed,
and a special Act for the Hill stations, even could such be obtained,
would only furnish additional rensons to deter respectable servants
ff(\)m resorting o the Neilgherries, and thus lezf,ve the European com-
muhity in worse hands than at present. Much improvement may, it is
ho'péd, be effected on the Railway reaching Coimbatore, 28 miles from

the faot of the Hills, which it may be expected to do by about the end
‘ ing to the Neilgherries will then bring up

their own servants and will not be so much dependent on the indiffevent

set now on the Hills, who, on the other hand, will be improved by the
competition thus b;*ought to bear upon them. Transit Companies for
the conveyance of both passengers and goods, such as there are at
Madras and Bangalore now, will no doubt be organized at Coimbatore,
to ply, between that place and Ootacarmund to the great benefit of all
concerned. More will be effected by these means, and by a steady,
adherence to the wise course for the discouragement of bad servants to
which the Meeting have pledged themselves in their last Resolution,
than by any coercive enactments, supposing such to be attainable.

B (True Extract.)
(Signed) T. PYCROFT,

Chief Secretary.
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(’ REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following Proccedin;;rs of the Madras Government in the
Judicial Department :—
Communicating the observations
of the Committaehat Ootuca- | . )‘
ddiddss view to the Colleclor , - 1860, No, 960.
o b&iﬂ.?lm”ed on ¢ (Hereenter 31st July 18 .
kL. a .

e alleged evils |
i giom. J

welfsreox, 15th August 1860, No. 1,367, .

ibd fthe Board of Revenue for report on the subject of
ol tho(@rder, ‘ ’
will report the number of Arrack and Toddy shops/
W at Ootacamund, and the regulations existing for the
p™ ot drunkenness, riots, receiving stolen goods, and other offences
in those shops.  They will report also, whether there has been any, ﬂnfi
Wwhat increase in the number of shops within the last ten years; and il.
s0, whether the Ruropean residents were consulted on the subject hefore
the increase was permitted by the Collector.  Lastly, they will report
whether the existing number 15 necessary, and whether any and W%iat
regulation or change of system i desirable, with the view of checking.
the abuses cémplained of by the Ootacamund community. "

8. The Board will

subject, and to report on

.............

be requested to give their caply stfention to t]us‘{,.
it fully and without any avoidablo delay, In

procuring the necessary information, it will be proper that the Board
should apply not merely to the Collector, but to intelligent members of

the Ootacamund community, and’ in particular to the Improver
Committec.

a. (True Extract.)

MLV R 5 (Signed). §. D. BOURDY
) i&”';‘!h i Qer -
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