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-f"Exi'rﬂ?‘t~ﬁ"im "-‘v‘\imxfxﬂf' of Conanlinti tony dated

ﬂw ho.xr 1'_‘f(; state fha., the “wmvum ¥ «mivb

PN

,.‘1

a3

Cik :l’

,Jiehmf nhz‘}ut any mtet‘ierﬁm‘e ot ﬂ“

“quence also qf the iraportance :iu‘an,hwl to.the feast by the k)wu orders,
who farm this lax ge%fz purbwa ')f the po pula‘rmn,‘ltﬂ has. seeiy ui atdyisable:

> part of the l’cbc‘*e brmr:sv m‘

‘haz pot Jed! to eon tplaindd’ nor doos it epem attended with dangoer of life or:
< xeal Injury to the parties who aflow thewselves to.be swung and who are!
%f!iuntm'y w*enb. f,:rner{.ﬂ" acting under a.religious vow. . In’ mnar-»—f;

§

T
N
s

o, authorities to i agelves o 2 ol diseoursg
‘u’uat m ?iu, effects: of tzme amdl the spread of i‘nm viedge inste ad of L’a\nm'
ppre ssion. L G

“1 have, & &ee .
L MALTBY, o

) 41[{:71 strate, - o

i~

post T MAG 15’1‘34‘\1‘1;‘ ‘OF MAS U'Lﬂrf.s '2{‘ M
"S_m, C

Y

Para 1. T have tne honor in fxbed:cn'ré to t}ae ulstr uv‘xom coummwl

“in Mlmlt% of E;(m ultation, ander dfxte 2th Sc Wembc‘.' 1«“».;3 No. 861,

“to’ convey the mmrmatmn required in lecr'ml to Lu Bw mgm I* estival’

[N i

his diz t‘“mt “me)n ‘-m,"",;\ s

“ealled § xf

5.2, Ra\,pnzﬁ.h. have i;ven umerd lmm the ‘iu :H(adt‘ h‘r I-x,sv ot

3, fros-which it appears that the practice of swinging on. t‘!e occa- ‘

n of fusti vnh p"’**"mlu in s scveral villages in. wﬁl mic*o‘*

Lo the district, with ! be exception of the four no ‘

-(l’{‘\)uL‘S‘\.nU’}.('l‘ margin, . No measurés appoas to have been .umi)t ad. i:}‘

; ;;,L.lév*“m o - Hm M mxstm(-\, oF }’ahcﬂ for pr eV *}}!.n" or d .scoumgf ug'
Uit L :

i‘im I pmtu ;’(L fhat 419:'1}111}1'5161* af pé*mx:s"s'W'irlcﬂ'1w hus
ﬂwmruﬂ'f decreascd, ’(E}i}.l"h apparently more froto the want.of funds to
“encournge nnd reeﬁmpen% performery, than i’mm thc exhihition ‘mmﬂ
" Joss attractive than formerly 5 and indecd in a few vﬂl'-ms the practice
s biden newly introduved within the last 4 or.5 vews, Goodoor, &
Targe it 1ge 4 miles - from Masulipatam, is an instance;  In this there

- Bad: heen 1o “vmﬂ’nﬂ‘ for several years, but the good old custoin wus'
 yeintrofneed a few years since by an old Pensioned Hindn Sul adar, 1t
qpmawd hat his fasher's sister performed Sutiec 70 or €0 yoars -sinees.
t‘mt a mml,ip was erected to her memory on the ﬁ"mt of her mmm]atzon,

+-and that in commemoration of the event a ’“ﬁwmcnnrr 1<o~t1v al was anno-

:»all}' held, This. bad sased mteﬂv tor_many Rearg ‘until the retwrn of
.the old Subadar, when out of respect to the mmnm“' of his f wimtwe, Le
rcgmrud the temple and re-es uiblmhed tie Swinging F satival at'his own
emwncl This is ﬂ!t‘t onhr wiiarw in ﬂw M: '-nhpﬂ.uu ’I;ﬂook ‘xt‘ which:

L pmba.blu,f:nm were }}-. .,..5 mcnts wnthdrmvn a'hert- wcu.d be e, cxhxiu«,

\

5 s



"o In wany uthﬂ" [»I'«wuq {!-( fes tvv'al .1pmarr- to hﬂVP ’ heun htcd in

(-

"2

"'Nnmnﬂmomtum ut some’ dcath'l‘“*’ S

4 Swi inging ¢ nm pm tised e‘tc]uuvc]v at uny p.u't:cuhr kwtw al.

'“It takes pl.wo cmm-mllv at these held about the full moons, frora Decem-"
bm‘ to May, and k.)rmc part of the atteactions aud shows of the proces-

: asions,  In these cases the Vetties or Parishs of the.
- village are the p«;ri"ormﬁr ;; and recrive, from 1 to 2—3 or 4. Rupees frox

sions on sueh oo

YA f*enem] fund subscribed by the nlhmws or mantcd for the purpose bv
- some publm spirited individual.  Tn one report it is mentioned that on
_ the party: who had been a‘vuétbnmd to pay the swingers having left, the

" villagers ‘afraid lest a discontinuance of the practice should be-  prodie-
tive of cilamity have taken fo swinging sheep and: pumkins, whlch fat-

. ter ;zpp 0TS zi mubh mora'ﬂ- m.umﬂv thlb]ho"n *4 dcvol,mn.i.

) ‘ In case of iamme chnln. 1 or ()thcl‘ ﬂ'umw. a fwinging ex hl
tion mkuﬂ place for the pur posc of propitiating the' dmiy,.md at Hm
same time a slaughter of animals consisting of gnats, sheep, pigs, fow ie,

or it thero be any ,w'!?es suﬁmezaﬂy Weudths, of male butfaloes, takes

place. Tt is also pr: ractised in ‘?x{mmun of vows: but if the ]mrtms_uu‘e
. of the! hmhnr castes and can mf:rd it, they uzually swing bv mv caste
proxies, to whom they pay a sum of from 1 to 4 ‘R upees. No mention
*ds made in any of Lhe_ reports of fatal accidents ever having decurred. Tt
- any of the poles or ropes gave wiy, theconséquences ruight beé. serious

both to the swinger and to some of the ‘crowd below, but if the tackle,
lm}d good, ihe pu'formancn does not appear from the g mlerﬂl account of
. the p’m‘tms who submit to the_wperation, to be as severe as might e
: »u} putqed S LT e :“ ‘; S e

b.- The numb ar of vuhg,m in whwh swinging is- rvpc)rtwi to mm

= Plﬂc*f‘ in this district is only 48 out of upw udu of ].)0“ of - whicl the dis-
trict conaists.. 'In the i imstauge of vne village ulmm that of Weyoor is’
: thcr‘e any anthentic: rowrd of the m tmbcr,,«)f swingers.. This is the prin-:

cmui village in the ost produttwe portion of the Weyoor or Noozeed
g éemmdarv : :md a8 2 tix has been annually | wm[ from mmt of the per-
,'ﬁ}rmum at these festivals, acccvmh nm.:c for 38 of th 2 47 years which
have elapsed since fusly 1216, The aubgaunc{f slatement innbim the
“namber of performers, the tox,’ th(l highest and lowest year of eac:h of 3

. seriod of 10 years and durmw thc las it 8, alzo the average of Md! seriés
aznd the n*r'uma.l dectca 0. Ha,lf -of the fax of those who pay, gocs to

» tmtc khmu(i ¢

- present al a very extensive and attractive ('ekém

.\drrzséb —-lanrCfL of the Tatter of all- ages were hmu"ht close to the
heap of heads

o < ldmount of feos
ok £ -1 takenfor emh;
'é ;«-;\ N dwinging ab .
1 = lumw et |
o N :
Highest.vioiin) 19 1wl
Tawest, ool 16 42
HAverage ‘-.'}'.;;. 1470 138
“iHighe i.,...‘.'. 21 88
Lowest, (i 2 .8
{ ivc’mm..m.. g 190047
Hw.t L9 62
LOWest, eveunal - ER 14
. 1cm‘wgnW...,._‘_,;, 46 3. ¥ -1 8D
CHighest., .0 68 7 1 5l
| Lowest. ‘ 2o .20
men‘en.., AR TE - |

'ph,.sPnt o603 si 11 it may be de»sitﬁ!ﬂ{: that eash Magis-
press his opinion of the probable effeet of. E}'ier_:e‘r_‘."jj_wiuging: -
Festivals, if he s w \m«wed hem, On one oceasion in Canara I was'
ixm, when the swing-

? 011 ihn.

ing wad o omhmnu mﬂ_ 1a L:r e m.nwhter of amv ml ~The pGIP s erect- . o

rnr-l ‘m} cnnw iwm .111 J‘ﬂ mhmm i

.AH the men, wnn.en and uuirhen were in’ mmm‘w s

and many who wers °01ﬂcwh'1t frightened at first, bm:am .
accustomed o it, and at last shewed intense excitement and mywmcnt
in witnessing the :trurrgl% of the dying anjimals or in hearing their

shrieks. I can searcely conceive any exhibition more calewlated to bru-
taliz: the young mind, and 1 feel conv inced that had there been no swing- -

ing {o 2dd to the attractions, in connection” with which it appears that

souie animals ore always }mbiiﬁh <unmh1,ered the pac rifice of avnmai% m’

fthxa dwruqhun' :ml rwnltmg mmner \"mﬂu lmve bu-n mmh lmm in- e\

I have &’.L. CS.QI.‘ R "’{»i
T D LL BHINGTO\" »
,Zﬁla J?*&’(I{(. - RN

wiediery 1838,
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Szatmunt sne, vmv* the vmmbnr of' wlhwch in wluvh t} gz«wmgmgy ,F s~
B tin,l fa ’ ST

e &1 < “

8 =R

= ) o B

Pfr) :: )F: 'ﬂ

R e

. - -

S iMadacolame.llf 1 ~ijdwmx koo, .| 0 R.nmmd !wmm- 0

" [Tirdomungalum, . 17Ty cmpuniv,....m_ 1 daryecdiin. §y

: ’\h‘vlmrr...“.......' P Ramagherry.a.i.|- 2 mu“r“ﬂuw.f e 1
T n"urmw.».‘.‘.“ % ;Ndlauvimh,.. RN | mrms.u ; N R
Lo L L e - ' :
- ~ y
' 24 In. twcr .A._'at the Lam umﬂrry Talook there are, Manioma)
1‘ ﬁ'e yurrsu ' N L L
; - T i
: ixtent of Maniem, i
d S ol
: Land, o Asses x~nu=nt. i
Lo ;-_}g;{‘uv=..J AR A| P :
: : tuu'\, e s 0 70 3 i 4ol
'L{?mi}’*' . ] 0,‘ ‘3‘i, c A i RE RN

- ::‘d*}muvu the i‘ﬂkec }ww : ﬂt!af‘-'ﬁ";}\tbd" o u"p ﬁm b«f
servances yit they are ‘razeh on 'L?m decreane, JJre Jersons. w]‘ S\ ing
are l’mym e of Kali € m:iq. o e o

BPHL&P:: the: (Jhpddlo, thme 1 a pua tiee. };allﬁcl tﬁv Sl:zi'ay'
whuh consists in fixing an fron irident into- the side. <This turture- :m{
" endured by persons of Jow caste under vows mudo in ﬂmn@sg ar- nll‘fGl‘-,f
- fune. H a 50 is on t}"“ ‘ds“(‘ rease. s L

. “ 1 have, &e. &e T .
R D. PARKER
[ a gzvlmtc.

© 224 f)ace?}zb‘ﬁr,‘ 1853 :

Yy Lo

Ry
Fuos ran mmma'x RA rs"
L B, o

I'E_Ef‘;m;lzﬁ“z;" vl

'I have -the .ozmr to a_(-l\nl w]cxiﬂ'e I \wwu : of Ixtmct ‘\Iin oeof -
~Conuiltation, dated 12t h September last, No. 161, in which the \hw;s; ,
winging' Festival called

Ctrates are rvequired to report wwhether the-
Cheddle and Soodalo is still-gencrally ebscrved withis, their jurisdie-

- tion, whethier messures are ever adopted by the Polica for preventing:

R =

futs Featival and w}wthu' "Eh » chaerv-

* - or discouraging the celebration of
. nmf'e of it asien ilcquent ondd less attractive thah omucrl)

S In reply I kave the honor to report thit, the Fccsmm is umrrnd .
“some Vi H;“,e:.a in this B;armct the celebration of it has never ai,tr wted

. wuc-h attention, and from the reports recéived it appoars to be even Jess.
ractive.than in former duys; measures have not been ¢ dapmd by the
y. be %pn._

Pw slive to prevent it. IE 1night howe eyer ith out. mmh. ﬂlfar'mi

Lv aut. wnt:y : e S
P AI héwe, éé?zc:. &‘c,
e o e o L GOPELLY,
:,2 A ﬂ‘e‘gémfmr;‘ THE3, o o T ﬁ;‘f}‘ig'fb‘fﬂ!!c;-ﬁ
"rOM mn MAL:IBMMTF op‘CAN.AI?”A,-*?“'{_'_ R

- "With "refbr [1((, to E"ctr‘wb" from Minutes of Consultation, dated

< 1ath cwptember 1853, T have the honar to state that I cirenlated. the

" rue stion as to the prev"!ence of -the. Swm‘rnw i‘“cthi to-the Dwmmx
o Qfficers of this Dist rict, and th(u from tha information u)]‘ech-d 1t would d
appear that the Festival is still fire qmntly olizerved.. No measures are
‘ever adopted by the Police for }‘-n,vtntmcr or ds.’courwmw ¢he celebri-
_tiom of this F mmv al, but the report-of Mr. Hall from the Balaghaut and
of ‘Mr. Silver with reference “to- the Cumhpnm; “Talook spewk of it ag
being less’ common and attractive than of old,  Mr. Chamier's report
-states that'it-is no where. observed in his divisi 10*1, including Man"'ﬁorc,-
- Belul, and Pootoor. Mz, Hudleston states that in the Omhpec I“Llcm!p
it'ds no ‘where obﬂcx ved, while in Barcoor it is olserved in seven pl'u:r R

P

2 Mr.. Hall and’ M. Chamier both express thesir o (pmlon that, 1t ‘
- eonld ez ml be snppressed by the Government. My Chamder observes

‘¢ 1% forms no part of the religions ;mr Enp of thv Hmduo, , and is murc‘y

pd




thébzf'ulﬁj‘ifulént,ﬂf avow nwr't%'ilrs‘ {ine of 433‘%1'?11.0 e-ﬂkix go. The practice
coft it moreover is confined to the most J«Tmn"anf classes of the Native
mrnﬂ‘anfzit‘j’.“ Mr. ‘Hudleston also observes, # From énquiries that: I
-have mude at different times on the subject it appears that perfornurwe

of the Pooj ah is mot sup }m@d”i’ﬁ aﬁ’cct in any way«the commanily or -
I .

‘ a.av of . the mrhvx&uw ent 'n‘ Ue feast her Hmn ﬁhe immediate
'-pv:furmora. Sl e '
’ .,' 21 believe tlmt an ox rder fur s - :111] wion wmx]ti he Wllnus_{ly

e gene

'r:ﬂfy il r-'mur"vd mt wut difienlty,

quuma« ed in bv hm ;) op

<t, 1 i have

. : ini the- Swing-_{

is net gepera Iv ohs erved wit ﬁnﬁﬁsﬁiﬁgis-'
A in s gumsh a3 v:m~ - EPE

the hotor £
ing i?‘

‘ b thc

gy tiV al Op"iﬁv‘ nh%rv cd aztd |

L i'ti}

uhf:e fm: prex t‘ntl’l— 9
m:lf*-ﬂ :

_ 4 P"}l'_’ll(r]] ﬂm"*
mjn is- agﬁn}m‘uh, a,nd

‘.::,, bvrammas né mw)xnn % d'i.i.iﬂq_,

tL._._L e L

i dz,hmwf u.mn 1

o

B R f‘, I n wuumw ,
S0th December, 1853, - . v o7 S hru,veslraz‘e.‘ B

‘,-v;vpl“jjl'. eS'i’:ivﬂin S B S * P
T have now. the honm o inform ﬁs im:er mz:—:ntmﬂ;fz&; the prac-

“tiee has i“‘t"l entirely abandoned tin

ki
; {15“ mth“? o preval t
’ '-:—‘\'.’!‘H;i;e:g eﬁ‘,

i

s ]E.Ii mh‘ Ei‘

~§w0yh, to zh:.ccm nue .the

- -au

ighout T -:nm e, wi{h the. cononrs

mr‘c'a,f vu‘;' ’uvr"m h!:l‘i“"ﬂful‘“ e *Pnen ted withit -

LETE,

-

efors me; and volunts my given

0

o '1‘1 at 1 .,.z,;;-: <

s Izji'g're. .'K 5

B 31 ¥
‘)d;.‘r}' eJ B

..‘_‘

,,;,..._.... ]

’ R“ 5 }L{*"‘E(h\

U?‘L.u

1‘:}&5’,%‘11'435‘}3(: hu adqn feu L'.b
of the mvu'fmg }“"mw;l ihro ufmmi*.

ing h‘;:: =qf5wn.x~

4 'J‘mu. yrmcht . of zm re-mnﬁ*’

cadency for their information and guidanes.

Lo ' {Troe t*nm\f md Copy.)
1L (. MOXT (z()M! I'C‘*L ‘
o ‘ (,fm’,r ecretm‘g.

lm;uww b l,mmcd aml eirenlated fo all Magisizate ?_i;hr{ax.n.ghuut th;;y"

_(ﬂ-!ns. ) f f'i},‘, 43 ﬁ”f""i}‘"‘ “L ?L’" ’fh ¥ ‘ﬂ(?-;' s
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Pailie Depariment.

E {'T‘E. 'if‘ TY CROM TITE \{ UTI Uv ( U‘VHULF AF :lO'.... E
i o} l\)f.l 4.‘_“7!‘}-!, 4 )

Re ad the éo,rm"m" 391{(*15#-‘- -
From the Chief Magistrate and: f*apx,rx nien 1'-m )f ?0 lice.
JHrom the Txlagistm» s of (mnvam. North Arveot, Salem, Cné uapav_h;i:
- Trichivopeoly, Vigagapatam, Tanjpre,  Thmevell liy, Coimbuatore,
'Raj;‘.qhhnmdry, Giuntoor, Malsbar, ‘Né«h@re, South Areot, Masuli
*patam, Madara, Bellary, Canara und ( hmgl eput, a and the Agent
"to the Governor ot I\unvzral o S '
" Para 1. ' The Right Hororab
frorn the uliove Heports that t 7
the Swinging Festival is o:mr f partial eccurrence, .md can scareely he '
_ called = religions observance, being performed for the most part in ful-
e Imnnu of yOws voluntarily m.uic. s B ' ‘ ' o

s in (_,m,mil 1brcmva~s
king through fire like

ble the Governea
1
H AR

G0
tEf
T

cerenony f

‘2. The practice does not 3 to be 'rézr"nt U» to the  lighes
and, on the whole, it is a;n aren }3 Jfalling tnto di s, 3 resaly
I st hf- -acgulerats«d by’ uuz 1 o '

T ‘ZL:-,H‘.:‘: m etliges

L The R ight rIonul‘aUP the Govesner i Cor
: Ci T that, umk;i* thes e circums ances, ik is p(\nns.c.:g‘r';' j;“mx the Goverument.

Rt

to adopt ,my direct measures for.ihe suppr ession of the practice but

T

ur ragement in the mannes s ‘{éilic:iteu with, rncm-:l to ';
W13| “lff’" c for its ent In pxting .,iz_‘a]!.

{ szjr:‘lfh’itrwai} S RN
TP OO NRGUMPHT'

Lhief ‘v'r'rrxr?arz,r.‘



* continuation of the pttﬁ‘mfﬂiﬂ.u; ¢ of thig «il

“particu]
places,— ‘wvou ar i the’ Vrlhgcs norih of Black: ’Tawn.«_»—ﬁw in Llac'f -
- ﬂﬂﬂ.f"ﬂ" west, QL Black Town, and f'cmr m the iow ‘t%Sf' o

i the Naro or‘,ﬁ,uu Iem-:xz 'gx’ B

svernor in Couneil, & ire Fonst,

still pe siformed in 16 L Yagrodas, w within the Jurisdiction of the Supreme

’ f D‘l!’iﬂ, ;:at.emuv in the montn of Audes, or Jun.u_, It is leas fre ;ueu’r‘ o

now than *xrmerly It is obse rvmi with one or fwo excgptions; at a’
ar clags of Ls_zoda, mmed ﬁftf‘r Dhurn :zray‘zh Ot of . thede 165 :

Since the reeeipt of the lester from the G Tovernment, I have had

eppnrhm ity to.converse with the assembled W ardens of the said Pago-
.das, and " they admlﬁ that - the ct‘rrwnr; 1y is in no wavmnncafed with'

their religions faith, hut H:ev n]c"-fl the wage of their anc c%bors for ‘the
7, but cerhmlv ‘mot darger-

B O:ii% Apfﬁ JUL'O —‘-'f'ﬂ‘" Tau not aware that there isa fsll’lﬂ‘.e &‘C‘Qlfi( Ai‘l‘*‘l‘ll"‘.. ‘

'

. Lhe poople are no longer allowed to! perforn it in o ree
- duves, but only within e ent Josnres of the ] Pagodas. . From my las

from it on rec sord.: The dbservance 1 confined to the: lowest «udu of .
the people, and the eame individuals e‘dubtt anoually liki ke any otler
wiags of Jrgisters; iho uﬂ I thers S AT ¢ ’ '

posed arrin,xi (R i-:lt.lrmm. of vows,

f Tfﬂ'{’u A

This ceremony has been dy«euwzm'd }w t‘w Puiwc, m as mw!; phat

.

}"‘ thu ul‘"*ﬁ"_:

" interview with the W ardens, Lexpect thut several of themy will (:i)&iiéf
0 celebrate the feast aEf()‘“ ther, pem p%, ?»y subst ﬂiming ‘some. other

cfbwerv nce, S

S, } hq, & &L. M S
- - oo ECPELLIOE.

o ‘ - Chigf™ Uwree!rure ana’
PR ‘ Lp[erz rtwa’wn o e nfzes.

Tt 3

& GISTRA TE oF, m .‘m.l_,‘f

S‘“‘u

hzws- t

B

o

Héhm,é'a sub rmf thﬁ fo]ﬁowm rqmrt, P H f> i p'-m 3
,'N@. 19’”. dated thﬂ d4fh I’cbrmr"

’]er!'l. um (‘ ml ‘.Ef.m Fel

v

th :rmtgrh firas i wm-

hsn, rezspwtm'* the cerrmon of walling wd running
this Distriet. . The Poob: u,nm}a head: oF I uhw reports ‘that, KoM 4)} the

Jower easte ﬁ’rs rve ihis practice in hozior of the village ;
" several villages, the duvs on which this rite shanld come off, aro the 8th:

58
March-and 15 0 “n;nbeﬁ‘, but at times 7o regard is pam to these parti-

" cular da ys.

T, Tn qumm tho practise obtuiged in four villages. It was (‘029- o

bmte{[ at Kemeri in Murch, but the leader has grown old and the villa-"

et

gwrh mh not supply funds, and it hus boen i %Lgmcc for some ten’
years.. In Kundr u;mk m: near Munsoor mnah it has eristed “x"h“'VH‘Aﬂ{‘
years, but was_nob obs el‘wd last year for want ﬂ)f hll“‘dn.? In Guanjam’
" there are two pagodas to each of which 2 Rupees p«'r mense are: paid,
at these the ceremony used to be performied, but has d.HL-Il into disuse.
It was mtredm -3(3 into whdnopoorum shout three years ago but has® .
'bengiw';\up - e e T L

“In Mnbery it is ob Lrvesl in aeveml vxll wes in M-: rch, in ;umt, K
{)f th m biennially, the Mahomedans, also during the I‘*Iohmrum, arg in, L
the hal nﬁ of wa U:m;r ihrnugh the fire. .. "
Y 1*1 Py
. where it has beest celebrated: for ages, the eustomn Bas g

-

H Qm%y it exisis in’ l‘ze ml 2E of ’mr'unpemnm

" 3
LA } JORTE Ord vl

k3

in some other villages, }H' i“ i o, 1% haa taken the form of a jmuf und
i ps‘riurmul onee and 1o more.” .., S I
; “Tt has been \,ust\mmry in C fexcole to perf srm m,,\ Uzr,qmm,v !
itmm:dmtely after the swinging féstivaly the s P rtios pesforming. in
- both. The l\faho’nf-dzmii
B pass sEII!“' through the fire.-

Iso d siring tm Moburrnn are i’ mzvha!n., of .

" TIn the Talook of. V ‘ldddu m.nm’pee‘pm‘mh and om'&{?a‘z the -+

» v‘mctmn formerly ohtained, but has fullen into disase,. It i not practised .

© - in the remaining fglon‘-c.' This ceremeny i3 confined qoiﬁlv o the lower .
classes of the pwyle, is <gu:rf{n'nxed in honor. of the tutclary goddess of
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'.'dattd 24th February lust, calling upon the ditforent ) Mugistrates” to e~ e

. port, hogw far the dangerous cerernony of w ﬂkmu“ and | mnnma throu«rn o
> fires pwvax} in them renpcctm, dlamct.s. i\{:.. to’ which my ‘.xtmntmn is
again called in your] atter of 28th ultimo, 1 have the honor to state
-that this cr-rem«my Jhuos been u’-')ﬂervod in 33 vxtl.mm of this dmrm.
There seoms to be: 1o “wish on the’ part of the people 1o comtinue this
cercmony, and many of those who have engaged in it have appearcd be-
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2, I may here observe that similar engagentents have been volun
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them—of whick 1 sent a xeport in'my letter ot 23d B‘ecx,muu' last.
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2 -&th 1‘-chm(wv 1’5111-1» .E Lave the honor to state that T find from @iy re- .-

ports which 1. havc. received from the talooks that o ceremeny ot tt"
kind 'ﬂluded to iz t.mw proveedings prevails extensively ’rhwnurkut

this distriet, lt dppcam to be practiced more especially by the Mus a:]» ‘

man populatmn at the time of Mohorum. .Among the Hindoos, it ap-
pears to be performed in expiation of vows nade to varions Sheltans or
Devils. - Among the Musselians of the upper class, it is uyudia.ted as
being a- ﬁ,o ish custom contrary to the precepts of. the Koran, and. what -

are the exact feelings of the class whe practice it, I find it diffieult tv; as-
certain. Tt is'said to be rather on the decline. - Accidents 'of any soxi~
ous consequence have not” been kmown to result from’'it. - It bas net.

T

hitherto in any way attrancted the attention of the  Magistracy. - I -con-
_¢lude that it any serions injury were to result on any cccasion” the par-.
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- ties aiding and abetting would under the present law. be liuble to pur-.

jshment. X do not fm«i reason to believe that any - force or fraud is used
to induce parties to snbwit o it and T therefore think thes ai prusent
'ﬂu. dn'o:,t vntelfmerw, of the ﬂ,utlmu-lixw is not cailed for,
I have, &e. &e, ‘ oL
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“practice of walking and running through fire, prevails in this district e

the samo extent and generally at the same places ab which the « Swing-

ing Festival” is celebrated as ceported in -iny lettor of the 30th . Decem~

- ber 1855, the olservations therein recorded in respect to the suppression
ui ﬂax s latter eeTemony, are g pually applicable to the one under notice. .
“This practice being observed only by the Jower oxders of the peo--

: pl(‘ (Hindoos) cannot be strictly considered as connected with their, re-

ligious faith. It may be sufficient to stute without entering into  parti- ,
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enlars of e mythological ; ~‘im v, whence the ceremony may. be said to

~ have derived its origin—thut in so far as concerns the reasons. which in- . -
. duce parties to ohserve its pnrmrmarwo, it is in no way wpphra e theres
%0, but is wore analogous to the prmgtu ¢, of Hindoos of the lower order

who in like wanner for the perlormance of a vow m;b_)m:., thomse

“various pam{ul opuatlona %uch as pa aﬁing wires through their'ﬁ heeks

" Notwithstanding the absenice of 4 any recorded msfances uf' ﬂw- per—
formance of the ceremony under notice, bemfr attended with any serious

consequences, 1 cannt divest myself of the idea that ac.mdcnts not’ uuQ .

f’rcquvntl) do ocour, and ar e suppressed by the’ peuplc,. ‘
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W ith refer(,nre to the Extract f‘mm the ‘vhmma of - C‘c{)"ﬁ ultation,
undcr date the the 24th February last, T have the honor” tb state, that

- the ceremony of walking and running through fives - 5n«.t pmcnwd in
this district, at any of the Hindoo I‘mtw'xlq but.- ﬂch'iv it the - Mohut- B

rum, when both the ]‘vlqhmnr»(hm, dlid ih“dm& “of tlw ]owm‘ clrsses,

'umte in its pgrfm (UL TR

2. It only prevails in § 'vt al.h vilh rc~, in somo 0f L‘% t' lnok, of
the district, and it is said to- lm Yoss iruquent since the country cmu, -
der our managentent. . . . .

3. Thé ceremony is not nn]y not mnnmtcd thh the religions .
faith of the Malomedans but is opposed to it, and it is lilkowise uncon-

nected with the religious faith of the Hindoos. A(,\.ldem h: e never
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e fovery hazardons

.,perfarmcd bv t]w pmplc of thh district,” A pit s 1311*: of 1o u‘r“fgﬁ
brmdth o deptb 'Lud a hr(, Tighted wn;hm i, l"hr' nmu:»m who. or}'

in pa.xtmﬂ.n: und«"‘m’xiﬂgs, or if _'t.hew or nny 0*' thelr rdames .uwrtH re~
: cover from any dungerous sickness. - They formn a circle round ihe' ]ufi
L and commﬂme walking slowly round it; ag they get excited ﬂaw ‘move;
3 t,mter, ‘md under the influence of the excitemient, one or other of ‘the
party jump by furns into the p;t, ‘and out again oo the other side with
L grenb .ﬁ'wrzt,,‘ gome taking the prvn.ummx fu }mc thmr <-lo*1s well

mm-mec{ hefm'e domw 50. TP RIS S
C : : ,I };m‘e, &en & 4
T. CONWAY, -

Bik June, 1834, o0 Agent to the Governar.
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