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Revenoe DepARTMENRT,
To

THE PRINCIPAL COLLECTOR oF

COIMBATORE.

u will be

3. ° =l prepare Cowles gccording ‘o *h ‘form Tfor all
villagos granted in your District fo public servants in reward for their services.

: 4. You will 'be particdlarly raveful that the two statements, 1st of lands held
exempt from the payiaent of revenue,.in i',-ile w'ih;ge ff::;:u,ei and 2!; of the Jands
on whieh the rent of the village ig ﬁ'(e g

this latter
clans the- wagte.dand will be’ mehme:a

L_._‘w
=8

5. In order ¢
the principles
am dirscted
from the cor

hetween the JO”Q’”‘“H‘G” and the B

umli have been eompiened and the land shail L@«:mne assos
s fFull iim'm after which peried it will cesse to-be entsred in the h,zst
of service lands. An Extract from this Register shonld annually accompany your
Jummahbundy statemeut. :

7. You will cbserve tna( thoe last Parvagraph, being one whish re quires the
ganction of the Court of Dircotors isnot to be entered in Cowles now ¢o be

granted,
I am
Sir,
Your most ebﬁdient;, servant,

{Bigned) R. CLARKE,

; Fort Saint George 15th Aprl! 1822, Becretary.,
’ De Sp'ltched, 265h A;)rl 1822. |

Answered, 194h May 1822,
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No. 51.
To )
THE CHIEF SECRETARY 10 GOVERNMENT.
Sir,

1. With roference to Mr. Secretary Hill’s letter of the 30th October lastof
which a copy was sent to the Principal Collector of Coimbatore, I am directed by
the Board of Revenue to transniit for the purpose of being laid before the Honor-
. able the Governor in Council the accompanying letter from Mr.

Bullivan with its voluminous enclosures on the subject of the
disputed claims of Ramaswamy Moodely—to the grant of a Cowle of the Island of
Seevasamoodrum. . ' '

14th January 1822,

2.,It appears from the reports of the Resident SE Mysore and tlie Collector
‘ - of Seringapatam and the dépositions takon befors them from
, " 'the subscribers of the original Petition and others that with a
single excoption they profess to have lent their names to the applications at the
suggostion of Hamasawmy Moodely merely for the purpose of adding the want
- of Numbers to the petitions without confgibuting to the expense or stipulating for

‘or expecting any benefit from the proposed work beyond the satisfaction of seeing
the place restored to its former flourishing condition. ”

18tk Decémber 1821.

3. The enclogures further make it clear that Castoor Ranga Chary the only
subscriber of the petilion who objects to the exclusive claim of Ramasawmy
Moodely never furnished any thing towards the expense of the erection of tho
bridge and ncr ever prétended to any claims upon the grant to be made by
Government til] he understood that Mr. Sullivan had recommended the. grant in
Shotrium of the Village of Sattiagar for the support of the Bridge.

4. Should the Honorablo the Governor in Counecil consider Ramasawmy
Moodely’s exclusive claim satisfactorily established, Mr. Sullivan further suggests
that a tract of Jungle adjoining the Island which has been long waste may be in-
cluded in the Cowle for the establishment of a Village of Pariahs and Pullers.

_ , (Signed) R. CLARKE,
Fort Saint George, 7th February 1822, 7 Secretary.

Tox - - '
THE PRESLDENT Axp MEMBERS or tas

BOARD cr REVENUE.
Gontlemen,

I am dirocted to acknowledge the receipt of your Secroinry’s leiter of the 7th
Ultimo (51) and to state that the Honorable the Governor in Council authorises
the preparation of a Cowle granting to Bamasawmy alone, tho [sland of Speva-
samoodrum and the tract of jungle adjoining thovete, ng praposed by the Principal
Collector of Coimlatore. -

' ' 7  (Signed) © D. HILL,
Fort Saint George, 15th March 1822. | Secrctory fo Government.

( True Copy).

B, WITHOFPR,
- Junior Dy. Seeretary.
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'+~ The Governor in Council of Fort St. George, acting for and on behalf of the
Honorable the United Company of Merchants of England trading to tho East
Indies In consideration of the services of A. B. has been pleased to grant, and
does hereby grant to the said A. B. and fo his heirs and suocessors, for ever sub-
ject to the approbation and confirmation of the Honorable the Cours of Directora
of the said Uunited Company all rents or revonues payablo to the Governwment
either in mowney or in kind for and on account of the lands situate in the village of
‘C. D. in the Zilla of BE. F. to bo beld and posgessed by tho said A. B. and his hoirs

-and suceassors for ever upon the conditions and with the reservations herveunder
specified, that 18 to say~—

[4iv]

ot

1. That tho gaid A. B. during his life, and after his demise thoe two next
immediate heirs in succession of tho said A. B. during their lives reapectively shall
pay to such Public Officer, as may be authorized by the Government to receive the
same, the annuval sum of Madras Rupees—in such kists and af such times and
periods as may be determined by the Collector according to the goneral Kist-
bundy of the District. :

o 2. That after the demise of the said A. B. -and of his two next immediate
heirs the annual sum of Madeas Rupecg—shall bo paid as aforesaid by the heirs and
successors of the said A, B. for ever in such kists and at such times and periods
a8 may be determined by the Collector according to the general Kistbundy of the
District. ‘ ‘

: 3. That the said annual sums shall be paid regularly in all seasons; and that
the said A. B. his heirs, and successors, shall not be entitled to claim any abate-
ment or remission thereof ou account of drought, inundation, or any calamity of
the seuson whatsoever., ‘ _
4. 'That, it being the true intont and meauning of all grants of this nature
that the rights and privileges thereby conferred should be held and enjoycd by
the original grantees, their heirs and successors for ever, the said A. B. his heirs
and succesgors shall not alienate by gift or sale, or otherwise transfer to or in
favor of Pagodas, Bramins, or Mosques, or for any purpose whatever, the whole
-or any portion of the rights and privileges granted by this deed—provided, how-
.ever. that the said A. B. hig heirs and successors, each for his respective life, shall
be competent to assign the rents and revenues derivable from the said Villages or
.any portion theroof, for the discharge of debts and obligations eontracted by him
or them 1espectively, due provision being made for the payment of the stipulated
kists as aforesaid, and provided also that it shall be competent to Courts of Justice
o order and decree the transfer of the sald rents and rvevenues in satisfaction of
debts and obligations contracted by the gaid A, B. or any of his heirs and succes-
‘sors regpectively, due provision being in like manner made for the payment of the

—empaiated kistsy hut all sneh assipnments and transfers shall crase and deternine

J . T e
with the life of the party for the discharge of whose debts and obligations they
are wmade, and the interests conveyed by this grant shall doscend free and unin-

cumbered to the next heir iu succession.

5. Nothing contained in this deed shall be construed to convey o the said
A. B. his heirs and successors any right or title to the Revenue derived or deri-
vable {from the inonopoly and sale of salt, fromw sair or Custom duties of all des-
eriptions, whether by sea or land, from Abkaree, or tax on the sale of spirituous
P orrmontad 1) J B cirrn EreT . .
or ferme ?thd lignors and hnﬁoz.zmtnxg drugs, from the excise on commodities or
articles of consumpiion, from taxes personal and professional, or from taxes on
'Markef;s, farmy and b:a.,z-a‘rs.,ﬁ N orvshall tho said A. B hiz heirs or successors have
aubioreily to levy or receive wny tak, or conteiation whalevor save and oxcept tho
,Qovernment share of tho land revenue payable on account of the lands hereiu-
before spocified and such quit rents as are hereinafter mentioned.
: 6. Neither shall anything contained in this deed he construed to anthorize
and entitle the said A, B. his heirs and successors-to lavy rents or revevnes from
Jands which are at present exompted from the paymont thercof, u statcment
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_whereof ig-contained.in the.annsxed schedule No.l,mor to receive-the Quit rents -
payable. for and on account of lands favorably assessed, save and except such .quit
rends as. shall.have been included in the assets upon which the annual rent of ithe
said village :of 0. D. has boen fixed, a statement -whereof:s contained in the.an-
nexed scheduls No. 2 and in such last menbioned cage the said guit rents shall bo
payable to and receivable by the said A..B. his.heirs and successors without.being
liable to be.changed.

7. Neither shall anything containedin this deed be construed to authorize
and empower the said A. B. his heirs and successors 1o infringe the just rights
and privileges of the Ryots, nor tointerfers with the free and unmolested proge-
cution.of their labour, and the dispossl of the produce thereof nor to:infringe the
Tights.and priviloges of the Village wervants, enjoyed by them . according to esta- .
blishe: and approved enstom, nor {o.duterfere with.or distrb any ;person.holding
Mauniurse or Enams of sny desoription.in the said Village all such rights; privie
Ieges and enjoyments being ressrved in.full to the persond .aforessid. But on the
Ydemige of a person holding a Maunium or Enam in the said Village, by which
-demise, such Maunium or Enam according to the tenure by which it was held, shall
srevert and become lapsed to the Governwent, the said A. B, his-heirs and succes-
sors shall report such lapse to the Collector of the District; and the authority of
- the Board of Revonue being first had and obtained, it shall be lawful for the'said
‘A. B. his heirs and successors to enter upon:possession of such Maunium or Enam
lapsed as aforesaid.

R, It iy furthermove declared that ‘in ddfault of heirs of the said A. B. the
rights and privileges conveyed by this grant shall revort and'become lapsed to the
‘Government ; and that on the failure of the saill A. B. his heirs and successors or-
any of them to discharge the stipulated Kists as aforesaid, or to perform the duties
of allegeance as true and faithiul subjects of the Britigh Government the rights
and privileges conveyed by this grant shall be forfeited. -

9. And-whereas the ‘Honorablethe Court of Directors of tho ‘said United
Company have reserved to themsslves the right to give or withhold their ganction
to grants of public revenne by the Governor in'Council of Fort 5t Gecrge in
teward of serviecs performed, and whereas the pregeut grant is made to-the said -
A. B. his beirs and suocessors for ever, subject.to the confirmation of the said
Honorable the Court of Directors, and whereas it Is necesgary for tho “sceurits of
‘the said A. B. his heirs and successors that some term should be fixed for the
‘exercige of the riglits reserved by the Honorable thie (ourt of Directors ag afore-
said, It is hereby declaved that this grant shall'bo held and considered valid for
the term of yeara from the date hereof; but if tha Hongrable the Court of
Directors aforesaid shall sed 6 to disapprove and snnul this gract, and such dis-

_approval shall bo signified to the Governor i Touncil and notified by ‘the.r} -
‘ment of ‘Fort Saint George or their authorized Public fficers to'the said A Blov -
the holder of the grant for the fime being before the expiration of tho said term of
vears, then the said A. B. or the holder of the grant for the time being shall
relingnish and give up the said Villags of C.'D. to the said Officers of Govern-
ment on the ex{:-iration of the term aforesaid, he the said A. B., or tho holaer of |
the grant for the time being reveiving and being entitled to bave all the bLonefits -

of this grant aceraing up {o the expiration of the uforesaid term of years from
the date hercof, and this grans shall then bevome void and of po effect.  But if the

said Tlonorable the Court of Divectors shall ganction aud cenfirm this grant, or
‘their disapyroval thereof shall not be notified as aforesaid to the said A, B. or the |
holder of the grant for the time being within the said termof  yeurs from the
dals thereol then this deed shall be and rematn in full force and virtue.

¥

. , )'
aese whercol we have hercunto set our bands and seals at Fort St
lay of : in the year of our Lord. ‘

G

{!frue copy).
B. WITBOFY, -
Junter Dy. Sesretary.

DISTRICT OF ' .

: p _ :
‘Register of lands granted for lives on favorable tenure, shewing the lapses of lives,
: and the time of their becoming liable to full assessment.— ‘
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Batract of 6 letter from the Secretary to Government tn the Revenwe Departmant
- Datad 23 Ieb, 1820.

Para 3. The objection against a perpetual alienation of revenue has been
obviated by limiting the term for which shotrium lands are now granted on a
reduced rert, and it is fairly presumeable that a great parvt if not the whole of
the reduced rent during such limited term will be a.pi)mpria.t.ed to the improvement
of the estate and will thus provide a security for the payment of the full rent after
the limited term expires. ' . o

4. Another objection to the grant of shotrinms was that they constituted g
charge on the revenues which did not appear in any of the public accounts and
which therefore was liable to elude notice notwishstanding its gradual angmen.
tation. T'his objection may be obviated by charging in every iustance the amount
-of the rent remitted nagaimst the office or Department on account of which the
shotrinm may be applied for and granted. You will preparo a statemens of all
shotriums, perpetual as well as temporary, so thab thig adjustment may take f)lace
with respect to them, and the same adjustment will take place when any new
ghotriums are granted. ~ - .

(A True Extract).
‘E. WITHOFF,
For Dy. Secreiary.

Brtract of a lelter from the Secretary to Govermment tn the Judicial Department,
Dated 7ih August 1820. .

7. 1n the fifth clause of the draft prepared by the Board of Revenue it is
provided that if tho shrotriumdar should. fail to discharge his engagements the
sunned shall besome forfoited, and his personal property shall be auswerable for
the default. In the 9th clause of the re draft the Judges have provided fr ﬂw
forfeiture of the grant on failare of the payrrent of the stipulated Kists; but the
have not considered it nevessary to declare that the personal property of the de-
fanlter shall be answerable for the defanlt, because it must be supposed that the
Groverniment will be fully indemnified for the defanlt by the resmnpt-i(m d’ t;hé
grant.

- 8. The seventh clause of the oviginal dralt provides for certain alienations by
the grantes and his successors vader the authority of the Government, and also

for certain resumptions u nder the same autharity. The conditional power of
alienation here conferred appears to the Judges to be at varlance with the doclirad

intent and meaving of the grant, as stated in the
draft; and is otherwise objectionable as having g

gl 21158 of the original
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interests in the village. The conditicnal power of resumption also appears objec~

tiopable as likely to lead to attempts on the part of the grantee to oust from their

tenures such holders of Manniums and-Enams as he may consider at enmity with

him. The spirit of revonge for real or supposed injuries will be powerfully stimu.-
lated by - motives of cupidity, and it is. to be. apprehended that the conditional
power in, question, if eonferred on the grantes, will bo a fruitful source of disardér‘

in the village, and iay lead to many inconvenient applications to the Government,
For these reasong the Judges. have. considered itiproper.to make the prohibition

" both ageinst alisnations and: resumptions.on the. part-of the grantee absolute and
unconditional, reserving to him, however.in the concluding part of the 8th clause-.
of the re-draft, the vight of succeeding to lspsed Mauniums and Knams on his

obtaining; the authority of the Board of Revenue for that purpose.

9. In the concluding part of the ninth clause of the original draft it iz declared
that on proof of alienation by the grantee, the sunned shall be lable to forfeiture
and that the whole of the rights transferred by it shall be liable {0 resumption bx:v
Gavornment. It does not appear necessary to attach this penalty to any act of

alienation on the puart of the grantee or his snccessors. All such acts, being abso-

lately and unconditionally prohibited, are ipso facto void; and could not be sus-

tained agaiust tho clalms of the next heir to succeed to the fuli and unrestricted .

benefits of the grant. Any- act of this nature, supposing it to be.attempted by
the grantee or any of his successors, must be altogethor inoperative, hoth with

respect to the intm’est.s of the noxt heir and the interests of the Government; and
.. therefore cannot require to be visited by the penalty of forfeiture. - This provision .

is-therefore not inserted in the re-draft. g
-12, The ' next additional provisionjoccurs in the 5th clause of the ro-draft,
Tt has appeared to the:Judges to be right that the interests conveyed by the grang
should be declared liahle for the debts and obligations of the Lolders either by vo-

~ luntary assignment. ou tb.g; part of the holders or by transfer wuuder a deares of -
Court. But to gecurs to the next heir in succession the whole and entire benefits

of the grant it is provided that such assignments avd transfers shall be temporary
only and shall ccuse on the demise of the party, in satisfaction of whose debfs
they are made. 1t appears to tho Judges that there can be no deubt of the cquity-
and expediency of this provision, : :
(A True extract).
K. WITHOFF,
Juvdor Dy. Secpetary.

Pr———— )
.

BErtract of a letter to the Ohief Recretary (o Government, Dated 13t March 1820,

3. The Board apprc')\fe of the definitions of the rights intended fo be conveyed |

by ‘f:be Cowle, and tal’l,,ey coneur with tho qurt in thinking that the wtroduction
of “term shrotrium ’ is unnecessary, and improper. Thereasons urged by the
Court are conclusivo against its’ use, namely that the land will be held under the

same ingtrument after it coases to be a shrotrium and the exciusion of the term .

will be gratifying to the feelings of snch Mahomedan Public Officers as the Govern-
ment may desire to reward by grants of land, since they consider the use of the
Hindoo term shrotrium to derogate in some degreedrom the value of the grant,
which they would rather deem to be and designate ag an inam or a Jagheer. C

4. The expediency of the fourth clause of the Cowle appears doubtful, It
provides that the grantee, his heirs and successors shall keep the Tanks and .
water courses of his estaie in good repair, provided they irrigate his own lands

only. It must always be kept in mind that the deed under consideration gnaran-

tees the lands to the heirs of the original holder after they cease to bear the cha-
racter of shrotrium orinam; and its provision therefore should, (excepting only
80 {far as regards fhe remission of a certain proportion of revenue for three suc-
cessive lives) declare only the rights and duties of a person receiving the ‘mel-
~ warain, or Government sharve of the produce. Now such a person 1.&"311%requentiy

have littlo o po.interests, dircction or control in the management of the village
affnirs further than receiving ite’ rents and it may thorefors happen that serious
ioss and injury may be sustaived by the inbabitauts, if the repairs of the water
works hafore made =5 the charge of tho Govornment be left wholly to the person
holding noder shis grantt Tt would be beiter, the Board thirk, that this clause
were omitted and that the sams repuirs 8y formeorly be exscuted by the overn-
ment, this sircumstance being kept in view when the amonust of the ront is deter-
mined. B ~ . ‘

5. By the 5th clause the sudder adawlut have provided that the revenues
derived by the holder of the landg under the grant shall be assignable by the gran-
tee and transferrible . under decrees of Court, in satisfaction of the debts of the

-incumbent, provision being first made for the regular payment of the Governmens

dyes—but guch assignments and transfers arve declared to be of effect only during
the life of the person for whose debts they were made and on his detnise the estate
descends unineamwbered to the nesgt heir, Thig provision appears to the Board to
be just and proper. It does not ergate a liability which did not exist before, but

it limits the claims of creditovs within the bounds which justice to. them, and a

due regard for the inserests of the possessors in succession seem alike to requive.
VWithont this restrictive clause the egtute would be answerable for debts contracted
by any incumbent, until that debs should be paid off, although. proviously to its
extinction, the holder whe coutracted tho debt should die, and the estate devolve
on his heir.

6. The restricted power of assignment, and linbility for debt is not only. jast
as between tho incumbent and those with whom he has dealings, but i3 necessary
for Iiig own prosperity. Tho profits of the estate may often. constitute the chiel
if not the only property of the grantee. In all deslings between man and man,
the creditor looks beyond the individual with whom he contracts, to the actual,
wealth he possesses as the security on which he relies for the fuliiment of his con-
tract. The acknowledged Hability of this property, is the pledge without which
no fair dealing could take place. If the property which » man posgesses be so

‘locked up that the owner capnot held it forth has such seeurity and pledge for

$he fulfilment of his contracts, he is go far iu the same predicament as if he had
not that property. For the seller or lender would sither withhold what he has ¢

“impart, to the great inconvenience of tho other party, or having nothing to rely

upon but the borrower’s inchnation to discharge his obligations, would require -

terms exorbitant in proportion to the risk incurred. The limitation of the liability,

‘howcever, must operate as a powerful check to provent the holder of land under

the proposed grant from contracting improper debt for it removes from all per-
‘song the temptation to give eredit for more than the interest which the incumbent
has in the land is equivalent to. ‘Phusthe estate dracends wnincumbered from
generation to generation.

7. The proposed annexation of » schednlo of the assets on which the rent of

the village is fixed, appears judicions. The Bourd thiak that the schedule should
also specify the inams & other alienated or favourably assessed lauds, if any, in
the ostate, and whesther such lands, in the vvont of a failure of sucoessors are o

be enterod upon by the shrotriumdar, or are to revert to Goverpment,

7

. {\‘

(A True Extraoct.) , -
: 4 j\‘;af:g,
B, WITHOLPF, o

- Junior Dy, Sceerstary. i
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~ Revesue DEpARTMENT.
‘ No. 882.
To .
Tue PRESIDENT axp MEMBERS or vap
| BOARD or REVENUE.
: GFMLLML\V, '

T am directed o acknowledge the receipt of your Secretary’s letter of the 1st
of March, submitting observations on the draft of a general Cowle for shotriums
prepared by the Sudder Adawlut. . , ) o

9. The Governor in Council coneurs in your opinion that the repair of Tanks

" and Vater courses cught to confinue a charge upon the Government, and that it
will be Gesirable to make the additional entry in the schedule to be annexed to the
Cowle proposed by you. The Governor in Couneil also thinks that the Kisty

_oucht not t5 be fixed by any general rule, but oughb to be regulated according to
the kistbundy of the district; and that the provisoin the sixth article of the
Cowle should be extended to all taxes whatever. L '

3. The Governor in Council desires that the draft may be modified accord-
ingly, with a view to its boing forwarded for the sanction of the Honourable the
Court of Directors. In the meantime such cowles as may require to be issued
will contain all the proposed amendmeuts for which the Honourable Court’s sanc-

tion is not necessary.

Fort St. George, o . (Signed).  D. HILL, .

15th May 1821. : ‘ Secretary to Government,

(A True ggp.y), )

E. WITHOFF,
Junior Dy. Seeretary.
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