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" "No.13.—In Deogurh the invariable practice was to levy 12 annas in the

.~ rupee “from -the Patels in the  months  of October, November-and December."
. This payment Was called the Faokerree, and the whole of it was usually advanced
- by .Sahookars to the-Patels and Ryots ‘at an interest of 25 per cent. The’

. remaining kist of 4 annas ‘was levied in March and April. . This mode* of
- collection was uniform in all the districts and had no referen:e to the predomin- -

ance or ‘otherwise of the-Rubbee or Khureef crop. "~ . RN

i No. 14.—The rents in Deogurh have always been paid . to the Government
in money, and the Ryots, excepting the poorest classes, pay their rents to the
~ Patel also-in:money. = Buttye Settlements between the Patels and the Ryots were
'not uncommon,.and they wefe generally made on account of the Sirkar. The
 Patel"did not consider them advantageous and only had recourse to them when
hé could nof draw rent from the land in any other way ; when. lands were - likely.
" to remain uncultivated. the Patel advanced seed and  subsistence to a Ryot who
" undertook to éultivte them lor half the produce, or a Ryot undertook to cul-
" tivate them and after the  proportion for seed and e¢xpenses had been set aside
~ the remaining’ quantity ias divided between him and the- Patel. - The Patel
e . carried.his share to the account of the Government as part of .the jumma of the
Covillage. 1 e
-~ No. 15—Some idea may be formed of the additional imposts of the
‘Marhattas from the following statement. The Ayen assessment of the Gond
-+ Rajahs is here stated at 100 rupees and all the additional imposts have -been on -
. thisAyen. .o 0 e o '

‘ ISR cr . Rs. a. p.’
~© Ayen assessments of Gond Rajahs® -, 100 00
Garpugar S ' Additional as‘se's"jsmént,ofv 1st Raghojeé.. ' = w.© 79 7 ©
Cziﬁzﬁsas ., :  ~ : R { e e - “Total. . 17977 0
h'sire . .édditigngl aSsésSrpént of Jénjeélé“’?\:?’en e ,34; o 0 o \‘}:'53'{
1. Totab ... 313 7.0 T ne
: R e = o g k ' — SRR, | 20 z
-Additional assessment of Moodhajee on Ayen T 350 0 T;i,:"” b
7 o . - Tetal .. - 348 7: »’g i ‘\\!}9'
o Additi’on'al assessment of Rag'hojt)ae'on' Ayen 13t 40 o K ‘
: 4  GRANT TOTAL ... 479 I1. O . - .
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~_These additional imposts are all on the Ayen,'each Rajah not only continued, vide No. 9 T1sfri}3
the extra assessment of his predecessors .but added to them his own puttees - ‘
or extra‘imposts. They are all assessed by the’ Wirar Pandias and the increase
is supposed to be proportioned to the Ayen Jumma of each field. A great deal
-of partiality has,-however, been practised, and - the burthen of them _has fallen
heaviest on.the lands and villages of the poorer classes. The variations onthe.
original rates of assessments are great, and it is impossible to refer them to any
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intelligible standard. -~ The Ayen assessment of some lands isa cowree, an anna;
a fupee or it is sometimes cultivated on the pand which refers to a nominal -

measurement. - -

.- This immense increase appears, . however, only to have kept pace with the -

‘rise in prices of grain as the undermentioned statement will show :—

Rs.

. ‘In the time-of Bukht Bulund the price of grain was 2z khundees of 160 :
oo.opyleeseach Lo L o S : 1
In the time of first Rughojee, per khundee. -~ - .., 1
" Deo- of Janojee, pet khundee ... - o L o L2
Do. of Moodhajee, per khundee - - e e g
Do, - - of Raghojee 2ud; per khundee -~ =~ - .., © 5 06,7and 8

. The Ryots often complain of the heavy rates, but | am’ inclined to think '

~ frequently without cause ; on many lands they are evidently very light.

- The assessment is never on the produce. It seems gencrally to be”
regulated with reference to the supposed fertility of the soil.- The dhara or .
rate of every field is knowa or pretty nearly so, and if this.is paid - the cultivator

may raise what produce he pleases.

. No. 16.~The grairs given in advance to Ryots for subsistence are r];-)'avl?eé' }
and the low-priced grains of the Khureef crop. ' They are generally repaid with

an interest of 25 per cent, but in the Doumlee districts 'with 50 per cent. . When

advances of Joaree and other grains of this season for seeda  are made the rate -
is a pylee and a half for each pylee lent: The reason of : this is that Sahookars
rarely store seed grain of this description, the. Ryots almost  always  keeping .a-
sufficient stock of their own for sowing. Joaree kept for seed must .also be

stored with great care and the whole of the grain of this season are liable to a
greater degree of wastage than those of the Rubbee crops, ‘Dhan or rice,.in the

- husk, but for seed is invariably repaid at the rate of a pylee' and a half for every”

pyleelent. ~

Seed advances of wheat charia and the grains of the Rubbee crops, although
the most valuable, are always repaid with. savace or an interest of 25 per cent..

_These grains are said to be more easily preserved than those of -the Khureef
_ecrops.. S RIS : ' : Yo

* Tuccavee advances for the purchras'e of cattle, etc.; are also répaid"\vith an
~ interest of 235 per cent.  Almost the whole of the Ryots depend ‘on Sahookars

for seed grains, subsistence and money advances for the payment of their rents. .

No. 17.—Joaree, wheat, chana and grains of the Rubbee and Khureef

- harvests are never watered either from well or dams. The rains generally afford
a sufficient supply for the Khureef harvest, but the want of water is . frequently
-+ felt for the Rubbee crops. I have spoken to many Patels and cultivators on the

advantages they might derive from watering the wheat and other grains of the

Rubbee harvest and endeavoured to explain to-them that the expense of " digging

“wells and making bunds would be more than compensated by the additional - =
- produce. The invariable reply was that they depended on the rains, which had. -
~ never yet deserted them altogether, and that as water was seldom to be found -

‘near the surface, the expense of digging wells would be enormous. . -~

A
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a 7'.,T7hree4v'efy; bad seasons are only spoken of within the last g0 years. . There

have been many indifferent scasons, but with the exceptions above mentioned,

5 s

“none so bad as to occasion any particular distress. Irrigation- for the Rubbee:
- crops might,"f should think, often be resorted. to with the utmost advantage and

‘as the condition of the people improves they: will probably: have ‘recourse

: ;The;éonsl'am ﬂu’cflt'llationsimhe rent, the insecurity of tenures, and the

“want of anvthing like a proprietary or heregﬁtary',;ri_ght,a_in; the land are perhaps
~ the real.causes which have prevented. the introduction of a more improved mode

of cultivation. - The Ryots are so averse to investing any part of their capital

. in the lands; that I have even found it impracticable to prevail —on the cultivators.
in villages on the public roads to surround their fields  with fences to protect
“them against travellers. . When urged to do so, the common reply was
that this would be useless'as the field might belong 'to. some one _elsefm‘:xt
year. - .o :

-

 No,. 18.~Wheat in good soil and in a favourable season without irrigation

givés a return of 10, but the general rate isfromsto 8org. .

- Joaree gives as far as 40 and generally ranges betweenAgo_ grjd 40 In

_Berar the return for.Joaree is said to be 60 and even 8o-fold.

- "1f the accounts of the cultivators are to be credited the soil must have been
much'more productive formerly than® at the present day. The -decrease 1n

_its productive power they ascribe to the - circumstance of its having been
_“constantly -under cultivation for such-a number of years, and, as  neither - fallows :

are allowed or any. other effectual remedies applied to recruit -the soil eghausted
by-continual cultivation, it is very likely the case. T |
°Itis asserted that when the Marhattas conquered the country the: genera

returns for the Khureet crops were 100 and fgr the Rubbee 20-fold, ’bqt that -

they have been diminishing ever since.

 No. 19.—The Sewaee Jumma as extra revenue in Deogurh has remained

‘stationary for many years, all the estra imposts of the Marhattas having been

thrown on the lands.

" The Sewace Jumma consists of the house taxes, imposts on shops, petty .
bazar dues, fines, confiscations, etc. L e :

The additional imposts have invariably,” as already mentiored, been on

‘the Ayen Jumma of the lands and have been assessed with tolerable partiality.
" The smallest portion” of ‘the ‘burthen has of course fallen on the lands and
~villages of the better classes, but scarcely any - class has escaped altogether.

All these imiposts. have originated in some exigency real or prete:nded.,_but

although the exigency may have ’dlsappgared the tax has never been rgmxtted;

some of the most extraordinary of these imposts. arerthe Joohar puttee lmposed s
by Janojee to defray the expense of jewels purchased for one of his wives. The:

Zimputtee imposed by Raghojec to pay for a saddle studded with precious stones -
: pxl'?sgﬁted to t%e_,Péshywa. The Joa Puttee to cover the alleged losses of the
: "'Raja‘h at play one year at the Dewallee, etc. = - .

-

L

i No.. 20.—The system in this country -has generally been .the amanee one, '

~ although for the last 20 years it has in point of-fact come nearer to the farmmg g



‘system than anythmo else, Districts honever have never been ‘armed out for
a longer period than one yesr, and the large advances have mnot therefore been -
‘demanded from Mamlétdars. The system. of late years has been this when ‘a .
Mamletdar was appointed to the charge of a district he was obliged to pay
advance of about 10 or 12 per cent of the jumma before the commencement of
‘the collectionss “This sum he perhaps borrowed from a Sahookar and ‘he ‘was

allowed by the Slrkara deduct:on for mterest at tl*e rale oF one per cent af;

,month : .

The collecuons commenced in September and 12 ‘annas were usually
collected before the end of November or December, but - as money was required
by the Government perhaps in July or September the Mamletddr was also -
obliged to get Sahookars to ‘advance the whole sum of 12 annas at this - ‘period .

or to promise to pay it on the ‘demand of the Sirkar, - The Mamletdar again for
this loan paid interest to the Sahookar at the rate of 2 . _per ‘cent a month wh:ch
he was also authorised to assess on the districts.

Sahookars sometimes contrived to . make a double "and treble prol’r in the; :
same district. They made the advances to the Mamletdar, t6 the Patels of

the district, and cashed the orders granted on them by the Rajah for -the

payment of troops, etc., at, the same: t\me and had a separate proﬁt onall

transactions.

As almost all the revenue. passcd throuorh thelr hands in some.way or. other
. they had crreat mﬂuence in all the dlstrlcts whtch were governed W lth thexr;‘

agency

cent on the jumma, calculating all the elicit perquisites of the Revenue Officers.

It will be seen from .the undermentioned statement that' the: authonsed

‘ '»expenses of management did not. e\ceed 6 per cent -

: o - Rs.o
. Gross j ]umma of Deogurh e T e 740,588,107 0
“ Deduct Jageer allolted for pas ment of troops . 15,00,000 - "
Khallzﬂ: revenue ... Lo25,88,107
! xpenses of management~— , : . R T :
" Allowances to Kumacesdars e 208710
Allowance to Pharaoveeses with of ﬁre at \‘agpur S o 23,387
. Mohurcers . - .. van e T o270
Werar Pandias TR i , e 7,808 - .
Sebundies . = e S e 42207
Hurkarrah Fstabhshment : e R 6,457
- ‘Musalchees - i, SRR EURE R o 2,546
~Extra charges e e L e 30T
Total. .. .-’:1,4:,318 :

:or -\bout 6 per cent on the ]umma

The Kumaeesdars and the other RevenUe Oﬂlcers, hov,ever had innumer-. -

able ways of amassing wealth. The real amount of fines, ‘confiscations and

NUZZETS Was never accounted lor, and a great proportion of these collectlons were?

: No. 21.-—The salaties of all the officers employed in the - collection of the '
" revenue were on a much smaller scale in Deogurh, but notwithstanding this the -
- expenses of management are supposed not to have fallen much short of 20 per -

embezzled.  Burguns were levied under a variety - of pretences and sometnnes :
without the knowledge of the Government, and only a portion- of ‘the produce
accounted for. The most common were those of Beea], Balta Roz, Khorakee-
Durbar’ expenses, etc., etc. S L :

It was calculated that a Kumaeesdar entrusted with the management of
a district yielding a Revenue of a lakh. of rupees could besides subsisting himself

and his family, realise 3,000 rupees per annum, and Khattoo without bemd -
- guilty of gross malversation. =~ -~ :

Tt was the custom of the Rajah to. allow the Mamletdars to go on accumu-

lating for several years and, then either to plunder them or to extort a large fine.

" No. 22.—The sale of grounds for the sites of houses~ cither m towns or

yxllages is not a.source of revenue in this country. Itis rarely ever sold for

this purpose and a personis at liberty to build: within certain limits ini towns and
villages, provided he can find a clear spot, w1thout naymg anything for the ground
either to Government or individuals. . .
_-All houses with the exception of those of Brahmms, Rajpootc. and \’Iusulmans\,
in the Civil and Military ' service of the State pay the usual Ghurkaree taxes;

‘when a house is sold the Sirkar’s Huk is a fourth of the price.

[Fines and contributions have generally been levied from mdlvxduals and not .

- from towns cr particular classes.

Large contributions have’ however -been extorted from the Sahool\ars at
different times, and Appa Saheb attempted to levy one of 50 lakhs of rupeesp .

: from the cxty and country. =

No. 23. —-Escheats (Maear) never. appear to ha«e ylelded much revenue to
thls Government ; a man's son, nephew,.cousin, or in short any of his relations who
may bave been brought aip in his house and had any share in the family wealth
would in this part of the country inherit his property.  If he leaves no sons, ‘and

if all his male relations have lived separately.. his property - is.then seized by the

Government, but some provision is generally made for the widow.  Almost all

‘the revenue collected under the head of Maear has been derlved from the sale of

the efl'ects of persons of the lower classes &

No. 2 4.=~The last’ RaOhOJee Bhonsla establlshed a system somethmg like

‘thxs, but on a much smaller scale. About 20 years ago.a selection was ‘made of |

nearly 200 flourishing villages in different parts of the country which were placed

‘under the management of 4 or 5 agents immediatély responsible ‘to'the Rajah.

These were called Khasgee villages and some of the best fields in each were
cultivated by the Rajah on his own account with his own stock and cattle, and a

- regular account of the produce and expenditure was- kept by these managers, .

with assistance of other karkoons., Part of the produce supplied the consump-
tion of the'household and the surplus was stored in kothees at Nagpore and

-afterwards sold or lent out to.the Ryats of Khasoee vnllages at the common

interest of the country,
The stock of -grain accumulated thh great rapldlty under tlus mode of

' management and the Rajahs latterly not only supplied the Ryots of the Khasgee et

villages with seed grain and Patga, but also those of many’ other v1llages in

: rdlfferent parts of the country



o

l\t the end of the year 1229 Fussrlee the stock of gram ‘in the Khasgee;'; N
V1Ilages was calculated to amount to -,4,000 khundees ‘the valuo of whrch was not' Gk

less than 3 lakhs of rupees.

It was a common practice with the Ra}ahs to force the Bumas of the crt}' :
to purchase his superfluous stock of grain when the rates were high. The °

- principal Bunias were summoned to the kothee and the quantity to bc drsposad
of was distributed amoengst them at an arbitrary va‘uatror ‘

. No. 25.—Grains of every descrxptron is so]d by measure m thlS country and',;’.

-thls measure is founded on an equivalent for pice weights.

Almost everything also is sold b) weight, and the vanetree ﬁm the table of '~

werght as great as in Malia.
- The usual gram measures are—

100 rupees . .. 1 pylee.

bpylees . .. .. '1cooroo. "
20 COOIOO0S = wee - uis Ikhundee

These measures are founded on the standard rupee of the, country, and

~ although its weight may have variedat different txmes thxs ctrcumstance is. not
. supposed to have affected the measures.

The size of the pylee varies in’ every district.  In some drstnctsnt \\erahs -
- more than 100 rupees and in others less. - The. number of pylees to the COOroo

“and cooroos to the khundee never alter.

Grain dealers purchase by a large’seer and 1ela1| by a small one. All other'

articles sold by Werght or measure are purchased. and sold on equal terms

No. 26——In this country the ‘Sacer Revenue is seldom alienated. In one .
‘or two instances pensmns have been Granted out of it as a reward for bulldmg :
~ bazars, ete, .

-~ Alienations to an mconsrderable amount have been granted out of it at
different times for charitable purposes to - Cauzees, Peerazdas, Moolloks, Braha- -~

~.mins, Gosaeens,.etc. People of this description have sometxmes daily allowances
from the Saeer Revenue of the district of a few annas for which they have

~ received grants from the Gond Ra]ahs oﬂicers of the Moghol Government and '
- the Marhattas. - o

Zamindars and Patels have also petly dues in some instances.

~ The rates are in general well understood and they cannot be. 1ncreased'~ '

- without the consent of the Government but varieties in these rates wrth the
. claims of individuals to petty dues give rise to frequent disputes.

“The present rates are generally those fixed by the Gond Rajah at’ some

remote period and they are cupposed -to bave remained unaltered until A.D.

~1803.  Since, that time the duties on grain have been more than doubled. = The

. duties on silks, . gold “cléths. and other valuable manufactures have also been
doubled, and in coarse cloths there has been an addition of 50 per cent.-.

The .collection of this branch of the revenue is so. precarrous and so difficult

“to superintend that the farmer never keeps above one or two districts khas.

If he contracts for the farm of a number of drstrlcts, ‘he rents out the greater '

number of them to sub-farmets. S Ty
: Seed gram and Potga never pay any dutres in th:s Country L

TS
e are people in the A he
There are people in the cxty who' contract to transport goods to: all' t
rmcxpal towns I:)r gharts in the Dekhan and Hindustan, paying both the duties
and hire of the cattle. Before the goods: leave Nagpore the contractors make

‘a separate agreement with the -farmer of the Saeer Revenue ‘of . each. district

for'a certain sum, and as-the latter is afraid of the goods being: sent by another

road if he exacts the full amount of dutres he is obhged to take somethmg r
»less

This practlce of grantmg abatements in the rates o number of bullocksf

to contractors for Hindoo Bharrat has grown into ‘a regular system, and ‘the -
~ abatements for each road are nearly as well estabhshed and understood as thev

~duties themselves. .

The abatement is granted by recervmg duties tor a smaller number of

: bullocks than actually. pass ; 100 bullocks are sometimes calculated at 50, 60, 65,

etc., according to the part:cu]ar usage of the dxstnct and the number varres at -

each chowkee. : ,
- The monopoly of thls contract for - *he Amraotee road was once let for

24,000 rupees by the Rajah, and it has for many years past been in the hands
“of persons who paid a certain sum to the Government for the excluswe nght‘

“of transactmg the Hoonda Bhara business of thecity. - -

N
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