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To
- THE PRESIDENT -axp. MEMBERS
ofF THE BOARD or REVENUE,

{ ’ '

GENTILFEMEN,

In bringing forward the arrangements for the future settlement of the
Coimbatoor {Coimbatore) district, I have been unavoidably detained by the necessity
I was under of ascertaining in what state the country was left at the expiration of
the last experimental lease of three years. ’

9. As the information tlus acquired ought to be before your Board, in order
to enable you to judge of the propriety of my future arrangements on the subject,
1 shall have the honer of laying the same before you previously to submitting the
latter. '

3. The triennial settlement proposed by me, and confirmed by your Board
upon the principles stated in my letter of the 25th October 1809 was as fpllows :—

) 8. bR. T C. 8. P8, F. €. -
The Bareez for Fasli 1218 ... 6,07,239 27 17
Bareez for Fasli 1219 ... ... 6,009,008 41 55
Bareez for Fasli 1220 ... 6,16,393 42 77 . 18,33,632 20 79
The Colle(!tiuns have been— '
Fasli 1218 ... ... . 6,06,565 34 37
Fasli 1219 .., 6,07,480 15 83
Fasli 1220 ... .. 508069 7 22 1813015 12 47
]
The Balance has been up to the 30th September 1811— ‘
Fasli 1218 ... 673 37 60 .
. Fasli 12190 ... . 2518 25 77
. Fash 1220 ... 17,424 34 55 20,617 8 32

J. The explanation of this balance ‘has already been before you in my letter
of the 3rd instant but it Wwill be necessary to say a few words more on the general
causes that led to it. -

'5. Although in forming that settlement, I was anxious neither to compromise
the interests of Government by too great a remission nor risk the chance of failure

by an overcharged rent, yet (could I have foreseen the result of the present lease), |

I would in many instances have recomménded & larger remission or rather have
abated of that progressive increase proposed for the two ‘last years of the lease.

6. I presume to think that this confession will not convict me of erroneous

calculation in the first instance, when your Board observe the circumstances which -

- intervened to disappoint me of my expectation of an u'ninterruptedly ﬂourisbing
‘lease. After such frequent repetitions on the subject, I am glmost ashamed to bring
it forward agaiu, and to state that the excessive cheapx;afs of grain has been the
priu;:ipal causc of distress to the country up to the end of the lease. At one time of
the several years (when it was necossary to collect thd kists), the grain could find
no price whatever; the consequence was that to satisfy demands it was necessary to
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dispose of the cattle and other agricultural stock; thus the lands were deprived of
a portion of their means for the current cultivation, and the Moottadar as well as
~ -the ryots suffered loss. This complaint may be said tc have occurred in other times
but it was too marked a feature of the late lease to pass unnoticed.

7. The visitation of that fatal disease which lately called forth the humane
attention of Government, and which on a moderate computation carried off 22,451
in 16 months (the principal part of the number being cultivators) and which at one

~ time with another kept on the bed of sickness at least 1th part of the population
of the country, was another obstacle to the successful termination of the lease ; the
partial failure of rains formed also another though comparatively trifling: drawback
upon the system ; yet all the above causes combined have had a fatal effect on the
general welfare of both ryot and renter, and in some measure to Government; yet I
arn sorry to state that there was still another circumstance which was fundamentally

inimical to the future welfare of the country ; the cause is to be found in the limited”

duration of the lease which was by far too short. 'The third year of the lcase
became in a great measure a scene of scramble on the part of Moottadars in order
to make up for preceding losses. While the fear of a nonrenewal impelled them on
the one hand to destrain unjustly and otherwise oppress the ryots the expectation of
a renewe;“ léase on lower terms excited on the other hand all their spirit of intrigue
to deprecs the cultivation where their misconduct had not previously effected it.
The best part of the year for cultivation, viz. from April to June last was In their
possession and it has been since July. only that I have becn able to bring about the
cultivation to what is now altho’ from the present still backward state of the season
it 15 still very far short. )

8. The seasons, however, have been pretty favorable as to rain during the :1‘?359
excepting in some few instances which were formerly brought before your Board.

. ‘ - renters to
9. T have alsc noticed on another occasion the total neglect of the ren

the sources of irrigation in their respective tracts and although ?hey a!'fad b?fi»tl?o(iilb‘ljfé
. as far as they have forfeited their engagements yct on a candid coxisx. eral :
all circumstances it must be confessed that the shortness’ of the..o“:sle. ;nairl ,
admitted as a plausible excuse for their abstaining from eXPeice which - they
could not expect to see repaid at its termination : the consequence has beefl a
considerable degree of dilapidation for which Government wust be rvesponsible
if any expectation be, to be afforded of security in the future settlement of the
district, . ' :

10. T am led to confess upon a review of a 5 years leasc connected with
numberless subordinate abuses, and inconveniences with ~which it would be
impertinent to trouble your Board, that the Revenue is not now in so flourishing &
statc as when I had the honor of proposing the settlement of 3 ycars, although &bt
the same time, there can be no doubt of the countyy ‘being still renderéd capable of
great improvément by a more enlarged system of management which it appears to
" be the determination of your Board to-extend to Coimbatoor-

11. T have hitherto vefrained from'addressing your Board on the subject of the
minutes and correspondence . forwarded for my information being ali this +time
employed in forming a scttlement in obedience to your determination therein
expressed and considering it might be more satisfactory to state my sentiment at the
same time that I laid before you the resultof my present proposed arrangement,

...... 3
i 12. It would be unnecessary for me to enter deeply into the subject of tho
,minutes noticed. I can only take the liberty of saying that from a careful attention to

! and experionce of the last settlement I am confirmed in my preference to the detail

. of a ryotwari settlement over any limited leasc.. 1 persume from experience that the

last year of a ten years lease would either become a similar scene of seramble against
- the ryot or of intrigue against Sircar as was the last year of a triennial lease. Ifit

* be therefore the resolutions of Government to continue the venting system I car have

no hesitation in offering my humble opinion that the ensuing lcake shonld be a perma-
nent one or to be removed to such a distance as to be tantamount to permanency. It is
presumable of course that some modification of the ‘regulation XXIIT will be passed
by the Honorable the Governor in Council to suit a system which can longer extend
to make the soil only responsible the defalcation of a renter, (Sic.) ’

3. Tam the more led to the recommendation of permanency or its substitute
from a knon;ledge which T have endeavoured to acquire as correctly as pessible of the
available resources of the country affd which 1 have laid in a great measure before
your Board. R '

11 4. 1t is my opinion. that too nlpch stress should not be laid ou cultivable waste,
wibhput a cantious refercnce to the hands necessary for their cultivatior?; su pposing that
‘the douutry was ere now permanently rented in the present state of the population
with the small encouragement to trade or to extended agriculture, I conteive it
would take several generations before the whole of that wasto would cous.into

~ cultivation.  Now indeed it cannot be locked for abundance the condition isof the.

present. lease of reveuuc, and if the produce of cven the (71:('se11t't,in1es fails of a
disoharge. (a circumstance which this district from its completely internal situation
may anticipate to become frequently the cause), it may be reasonably supposed that
little encouragement can be found for u speedy extension of culgivation to lands now
waste and more remote. {

15. It is true that a’time of peace or the introduction oi\‘.\'l,‘m'ticu]zn' foreign
marketable productions may afford temporary assistunce towards the/ welfare of the
country but until the population be multiplied this will only charge “the produetion
not; the lands. v

s

16. The lands now cultivated also on the security of permanency (which must .
be the great gyarantee on a renting: gystern) may be rendered by the exertion of
individm_l;‘gréatly improveable but it wonld not be politie to caleulate on such a
chance l‘ﬁbfi**"fﬁf?tb reap the fruit of their labours which that security was intended
to encourage. /, ~

17. The esources of the Northern Division of this district in waste was laid
before your Blt)ark], under date the 50th November 1806G; on a refercnce to the-
statement your Board will he in full information of every detail and with your
permission I-will first enter into the proposed Settlement of the Northetn Division.

18. The Northern Division of Coimbatore 1 have in the present arrangement |
divided into 416 leases; the number conid not be extended without inconvenience and
the prospect of future disputes especially where sources of irrigation existed.

19. Every village of these leases hLas been parti&llarl,x examinéd, its means
ascertained as to population, stock, nature of produce, fi’cinity to marts for its

" disposal, the security or exposed stat¢ of the lands as to the depredations of wild
: . ° ., \ .
~.animals, their general healthiness or otherwise and every other statistical information

“'which a rigid scrutiny could afford me. : ‘ o
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~20. This inquiry while it afforded me information useful to my future condu st

in the lease laid open innumerable abuses practiced by the triennial renters which-

have had a considerable effect in the deterioration of the revenue, and created in
consequence much greater difficulty in settling the future lease without a large
decrease in the Bareez. '

21. From the most mature consideration [ am led to state, that in order to effect
a settlement on lease again of the Northern Division the deduction from the Bareez
of fasli 1220 should be at least 12 per cent. or Star Pagodas 44,329.5.0. For-
less than this, Regulation it will be scarcely possible to get persons to come forward

as renters at least in the majority of the villages. The reasons I have found in the

cheapness of grain and dcteriorated stato of the cultivation which holds out mno
prospect of present or’ proximate improvement unless the money rents upon the
lands, upon which the Sircar found its revenue in gross are materially lowered so as

to allow the ryot in the present price of grain to find his former profit or some thing

approaching to it.

22. In order to shew your Bourd the contrast between the prices of grain now
and at the period ‘'when the survey assessments wero fixed in fasli 121 1, T have made
a statement of the prices of that period also of the year preeceding the lease, viz.,
1217 and subsequently until the end of the lease.

- ~23. Your Board are aware that it is and must be on the average prices of years
-that any money assessments can be fixed, that where fixed it is arbitrary and with & just
land-lord liab19 to fluctuation in favor of the tenant should circumstances imperiously
demand it; the real tribute (which is a proportion of the produce) is commuted
for the convenience of the Yand-lord into money, whenever it is neccssary to dispose
of more than the sgt}ﬁed share of produce in order to equal the commutation. The-
- @it suffers unjust}’ and the land-lord must uitimately be tho loser if he persists i'f
the original amgn;;,t/df the commutation, : ‘

I4 ' .
24. The pjce current I have just alluded to will shew your Board how £a.r'this
- - 18 really the ¢ube in the Northern Division of Coimbatoor and 1 may extend it to
~ the S¢uthefn Division,

25. When the rents were fixed in 1211, in tle North.ern Divisior, and 1212 in
the Southern Division, the cultivation was not so extended but there had been
previously and were then troops in Coimbatoor, Eroad, Sankerydroog, Palghat
and Dindigul in which latter district there had been g vory large force which
must have had some effect if tho period of their residence was included in the
average of price taken. The Company’s investments were going on and afterwards
were carried to a considerable effect, private trade also flourished and instead of the
drainage of specie from the country as at present a large proportion was expended
in the country itself as well as in the company’s investments a8 in the peyment -of
the troops.

-

26. The reverse of the picture now exists. The Company’s investment
is unfortunately but necessarily limited, private trade is very languid. There is
not a sepoy (if the\ndividuals over the treasury be excluded) .in the whole
Collectorate ; the garrison in the vicinity now reduced to nothing; and finally the
money of which a considerable part was laid out in the country is now transmitted
to a distant. Presidency. ‘ .

-

5
‘731 These details rélate entiréiy to the Northern Division of 'Coimbatore—they.
fé@m clearly'to prove the' moderation of the present, whén compared with the old

fassessments. - o ! ,
82. An opposite conglysion may .possibly be attempted to be drawn from the

' éreat difference which exists between the maumool and the Survey Bulla, and I shall

\

therefore take the liberty of saying a word or two on the subject in a subsequent
part of this letter. L .

, * 33. Iam inclined to think, that Mr. Thackeray did not mean to state it as his
opinion, that the rents of the garden lands in the ‘S.outhern Devision (Division)
were in themsclves excessive, but that they were only so, when applied to lands, which
coulll no longer yield garden produce. From the loose way in which the survey of the
southern Devision (Division) was made, it'is difficult sometimes to distinguish
gardens from fields. -

34. Some lands i§ included in the survey as gardens®yhich never could have
been cultivated as such—some which yielded garden produce before will not yie}d it

* now, either from the draining of the wells, or impoverishmfmt of the lands. ‘

35. When garden assessments are collected upon lands so"\\circuyﬁstanced., they
may certainly be considered as excessive, this pvxl however can o"gly be r.emedled by
a new survc;y ‘or by annual survey, ]‘t‘h’e gardex'y assessments )vhen applied to land
yielding garden crops afe ‘low:enoggh;bo allow the Ryots t;o denlje a 11anf}some profit
from his propeyy, and this property is always saleable. : "\ L R

36. The Nunjee assessments #re generally very moderate ~the exception to this
rule is to be fodnd in part of the rice lands of Erroad (Erode) and Gopechettypolliam

" (Gobichettipoliém), tf'w" assessments upon these lands are higher, not only than any
others in Coirxibmt.oor (Coimbatore), but in any other District. There was some
reason, howevér, for fnaking thiem so; they are more secure QQ ‘eceivit:]g .sqpplies of
water. In season of the greatest drought, and when other §£,reé\~' s of water are iy
the Bhavany river rotains a body of water. However, the assessn. mts are very much
higher than they ought to be, : g | i
87. It was my wish to have made a permahent reduction in these assessments
_during the last season, so as to have brought dawn their average to 5 Ctar Pagodas
. %ﬁle’iﬁ;CaWny, ag recommended by Mr. Thackeray in his letter of the 1st August 1818
The continued sickness, however, which prevailed amongst the Inhabitants, and ger-
vants, prevented me from assembling them together, and from entering into those
discussions, j'whibh were necessary before a ﬁnai arrangement could be made.

38, To afford the ryots temporary velief, however, a Cowle was g;famtéd autho-
rizing a reduction to the amount of 10 per cent. on the highly assessed}]ands, and an
agsurance was at the same time given that this reductio would be made permanent
in the eMuing season under su‘cﬁ modifications as might pppear necessary upon fur-
ther enquiry- o ) | o

89. In the prospect of a lease settlement being madg with the ryots or indeed
under any circumstances, it appears adviseable (advisdble) to make still further
reductions, there can be no doubt that the value of the:;!'prodnce of rice lands has

\ undergone a great depreciation since the survey was mtde, and in all probability

 this is a permanent depreciation, The value of the Circar_riare in the rice lands

- vof Erroad (Frode) was estimated from au p,#e‘;:tfi'ge of _the‘ sdlling pi‘ices of grain .;i._for

18 years, viz., for the 10 years preceeding (preceding) }‘t'be cession of Coimb@;jdor
{Coimbatore) to the British (Sic) Go¥ernment, and for ree years subsequent to it
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40. In those times, large bodxes of troops were stauqned both in the Provxﬂ\"\c, |
and in its neighbourhood, besides a considerable number of Condachar Peons permE\
8,

neﬁtly attached to the Forts, and besides these, there were other Establishments,\

all to be fed from the produce of the Country, these markets have long since ceased
to exist, and there appéars to be no prospect of their re-establishment.
“41. The quantity of rice grown in the Country, however, has encreased (ingreased)

in proportion as the demand has fallen.
42. The rice cultivation in Erroad (Erode) alone has encreased (increased)

867 Cq,umes since the surv ey was made— all these circumgstances have combined to
produce a fall in the prices which may be considered permanent. .

- 43, To shew the effects of this depressmn it is necessary to enter into 8Some
details. o

44, In the Erroad (Erode) Talook (Taluk) there are (4, 602 i) Cawnies of la.nd

asseéssed at (Chs. 32,063-8-7%) which gives an average of Chs. 6-9 102 Pagodas per
Cawny. Each cawny is estlma.ted to produoce (17}) Salagas,* and at this rate, the
total produce of their lands would be (79, 53022) Salagas, the Circar share of this at

55 per cent. is (44, 3'7610gl =), If sold in the Bazar (Bazaar) at Chs. 0-58' per balaga,

which is the average selling price for the last 20 years, the share would feteh : phs.
(24,545-8-10) and the share upon each Cawny would be worth (Chs. 5-8- 5}), this:
may be consxdered as its fair value. The survey assessment averages Chs. 6-9-10%
Pagodas the Cawny The Cowle given this year reduces it to Chs. 6-0-4} aud even
vt this rate, the ryots w 111 pay 113} percent. more than tho produce of tho lands is
vorth. v

45. If the survey assessment had continued, the ryots would have paid atb..
>hs. $-0:10% Pagogas per Cawny (Chs. 32,063-8- 7}) as it’is they are to, pay at
g 6-0-43 Pagodafper, Cawny for their lands, Chs. 27, 752-4-7% ﬂw Pmd“"" °f
vhich when car ried to market, will not sell for more than 24,543-8- 10/,

46. The effects of the depreciation of prices will be more clearfv shewn by a-
eference to the past and present state of particular villages.

47; In the village of Nasevenpolliam for instauce, 146-0-14% C“‘T“‘e;;’f Nunjie

Nanja) paxd a rent of Chs, 1387-4-11} in Fusli 1227, under the 'oossulm;m

rovernment, the lands paid & grain rent-of 14} Salagas per Cawny, which at the
ate of Chs. 75 per Selaga, was equal to Chs. 10-1-5, this was tho average price for
he. erlodwf 13 years, mentioned " before. The Circar share at the time of the
utvey was c@lculﬂted at 1-t; Salagas per Cawoy, which at the old selling price was
qnﬁl to Chs"!ﬂ 2.5, but at 5 pel' Sahgp. tbe present selling price it is worth only
i the: ’Bazar éamr) Chs. 8- 0-31- and ﬂm average aurvey assessment is Chs. 9-4~4}.

48, Another nﬂagQ.Pana Agrar has 149 % Cawnies assessed at Chs. 1,353-0-14.
[ta average grmn re ;nt in the time of Fippoo was 14- Salagas per Cawny equal at

ey. was considered ‘to be worth ‘Chs. 10-1-3}. It is now not

hat time of the surve
worbh more tha.n ‘.ha 7-0 2}, bnt the snrvey assessment a.verages Chs. 9-0-73} per

.,a.wnyv L o
49, The samerea
;mplea v ent ‘

;hmg nem' 1t.; T‘hﬁ ﬁem' @a of ike ryats sism at themrvey was cak-nlated at 45
: e - o '

e Caroor (Karar) Nu "1“ (ryot,g) to pay with case the ren

~that of the Government at 55. To make the ryot share what the Government is now
7 and vice versa will hardly be a sufficient reduction. But if Government will give

/" the ryots 60 per cent. and be content with 40 per cent.there can be no doubt that

the Nunjie (Nunja) lands in Erroad (Erode) will immediately become a saleable
property, as Nunjie (Nunja) lands are comparatively speaking scarce in Coimbatoor

_ (Coifabatore) and whes lowly rented are in great demand, Ishould hope that a
reduction in the Teerwﬁs to the extent mentloned above will not be attended even
jmth a temporary loss °$ Revenue. ‘ ' ;

A

50. But to make the reduction real to thls extent; it will be necessary in calcu-

lating the rate at whichi the Circar share of the produce shall be converted into

_ money rents, entxre]y t0 set aside, the former average prices of grain, that is, these

averages upon which the assessments were originally formed as inapplicable to

‘the present and prospE:m circumstances of the country. The averages of the

selling prices since the dession of the Province to the British Government, would seem
to be the falrest; standazt, by which the va}ue of the praduce can be messured.

51. If we take the tota,l produce of the hlghly assessed Nunjie {Nanja) lands in
Erroad (Erode) to be balagas 79,380—A4 IO, the Clrcar share at 40 per cent. will
be Salagas 31 ,732. . R ,

_ 52. This at the fovmer average prices would be equal to Chs. 22,609 F. 8 but
setting them aside and valuing the share at the average price of the last 20 years, it
H?ba worth only Chs. 17,551-7.8 which is 45 per cent. less than the survey rent.
this reduction is. wncedéd the. cffect of it, will be to reduce the average assess.

" meuts from 6 Ps. to 4 per Ca.wn:,

-53. The rents of a few caw nies of lund both in Goyaulchetbypolham qubwhettl-
poliem and Sathimungl (Sathiyamangalam), requires a cor.espondmg/ reduction.
These highly assessed lands do not amount to one sixteenth of the whole, Tho
~assegsments of the other rice lands in Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) are unusually
moderate, they do not average (tho hlghly assessed lands mcluded)‘ more than R,

0, b ";Ibeheve I may state thh confidence that the assessments are all oonsxder—
oly | ‘zghgrb than in Coimbatoor (Coimbatore). : A 5
- 54, If the Pooﬁjﬁ (Pnn]a) Garden, eassessments are co-npm-ed with the asseas-
ments in other sttricts the results will be still more in favor of Coim.
batoor (Cmmbatore) Its average Poonjie (Punja) rents are Rs. 1.6-0 .per acre.
Those of Arcotare Rs. 4-10-4, but as they areapplied, that is by areduction of two-
thirds or threeéonrths of the full rent for pasture, they do not exceed (Rs. 0-3-8).
The average garden assessment is (Rs 3-!3-/;}) per aere while that of Arcot is
(Rs. 13-2-7). - : : e
55. The inequality between the old and new I\nnjxe (Nanja) rents in Erroad
T (Erode) is a great evil. But in G paulchettypolham (Gobi-
1"::; f 'r‘;'g(,zt"}h,io% Heg/iul! shettipoliem) where the same o griater prevail they are not
7‘5";:.?:& EP%‘J‘:’L‘{E";".; 80, for, there the holders of the ol "énds are the cultivators
: (‘:;‘:Mﬂg;‘g;d(f"nml) land - of the new, and bhear lowly assesfed lands enable the rvuts
of those that are highly
assessed. But it Erroad (Erodd) the new lands are held by

Mp!o who have no -eonnection with the old, and,\ who in consequence can

‘;"\
S

Jn;a )

‘.""l' '



' equalized, because the old lands are situated higher on the river than the new, receive

" always be raised, and they are always raised, but if they were not, the same rent :

The agsessmeénts must be ex-

.- was 80, remission to the ryuts (ryots) in, this district unfortun
' of putting so much mouney

8
undersell and ruin them. The average rent of the new lands isl (Rs. 8-7-0. B’y’
reducing the rent of the old to 4 Pagodas the Cawny, the rents will be pretty nearly \

!
the first supplies of water and their crops never suffer from drought. . \“
56. There ig a great inequality between the Nunjie (Nunja) rents of Erroad
(Erode) and Caroor (Karur), some reason, however, is to be givea for this. The -

Erroad (Erode) assessments were fixred upon the supposition, that 2 crops could

would be payable, and the average rent in Krroad (Erode) upon the old lands is
(7- -8- 14) per Cawny. In Caroor (Karur) the average rent for a single crop is (3-7-5)
for 2 crops (4-7-4). The Caroor (Karur) proprictors arc Brahmins, and g9 such are |
entitled to a remission of a fifth of the rent, this was a reason for their rents being
fixed some thing lower than the rentg of the SooMra (Sudra) proprietors in Erroad
(Erode), who have no such indulgence making allowance, however, for these circum-
stances, there still remams a great mequa.hty in tho rents of the two Talooks
(Taluks). ' 4 E
57. The difference between the survey assessment of the land occupied in Fusly .
‘ (Fasli) 1226, and the actual settlerment was Star Pagodas
(1,60,927- 42-0). 1t arose partly from a remission granted
upon the putent waste land, partly upon land rented upen
cowle. The Fusly (Fasli) 1226, was a very bad scason, much
of the putent land was either not cultivated at all, or ill culti-
vated and the crops in general had suffered from the drought.
+It appeared adviseablo (advisable) therefore to relax from.

Proceedings of the Boaid
14th December 1818.
Yara. &

cessive because the actual
settlement of the lande
occupiod in Fusli 1226, was
considerably below the sur-

tod ‘fﬂ:{‘ﬁg Jand. “dmi  the rule which had been before rigidly observed, of making
cultigasioff \y_sssened 86 4he ryots pay full rent for all their putent land wheb'herou}t«:— g
es at aboubs EI

The survey 1
One Lac (Lakh) and a half
of Pagodas sbove what it
‘onght to pay wider - just
and moderate agseasment.

vated or waste, nud to demand only Lalf of the fall rent, !‘m-
This occasioned a remigsion of S; Ps. (37,562-4-0)

anusual one, it appears
son to doubt that it real]y

ately is only a means

into the packets of the monegars. (monigars), curnums
n was probably collected, but

the waste.
The endulgence (indulgence) was an
politic at the lirze, but I have great res

-ind revenue servants. - The amount of the remissio
w!uother it was or not, I huve not the least doubt but that it might have heen collect-
ed tho’ not without domg injury tomany of the poorcr ryots. But it does not

i “appear to be fair reasoning to iufer, tHat tho assessments are oXcessive, because.
.. Government may consider it politic to i'eiax smnethmq from their demands in bad

season, renta:can never be brought 8o low iu India, but that mauy poor ryots ngust

~ . be ruiged by . v smgle bad season, 1f they are pressed for their rents, .

" the inhabitants rent §

'w
4

58. 1 hava : 'xken occasion in fm'nier le’oters to explain the tenures, upon Wthh

| pasture lands -.e hekl in thls I’rovmce.

.g"

- 59. In other lel&!ﬂ all tbe lands occupxed by a ryog, and entercd in his pattah "
ate chargeﬁ with full e\t.‘ The waste l:mds are common, and are used as such by

E

60. In Cmmba.toor (Wmmb,' 1 generﬁlly speakmg the ryot, is only (-harged

~ full rent for his ara’ble Iam%faw}; i
extber aﬁrd ora 4th nf the; uﬁ"'r’_‘

iIﬁ’fﬂnd is entered m‘hu pattnh forms a part

mttad to occupy. pastave land upon paying S

Y

‘apd a very valuable part of his farm ; without pasture land enclosed and preserved, the
farmer of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) considers his farm incomplete.

In many cases,

he pays full rent for it. In moet} he would rather pay full rent than part with it.
This is proved repeatedly where groposals are given iu by farmers to pay full rent for
the grass lands of their nmghhouts The option is given to the holders either to
pay the full rent or to relinquish t their lands to those who will pay it. It seldom
happens that the lands are rehmpiﬁhcd In general I believe that the ryots could
pay their full rent for their gn%s Iands, but at all events theiv beiug able an:d
willing to pay a fourth or third oﬁ the rent for Jands which in other distrdts yield
nothmg 18 a sure proof of the, x@deratlon of thc Coimbatoor (Coimbatyre) ahsaqsf

' ()1 In other Z Zillahs, the ryots can only afford to pay for the lands they plough
snd reap; the wasto, as waste brings no benifit to Government. The ryots of Coim-;
batoor (Coimbatore) can afford to pay rent for the wasteas well as for the arable
land ; that pasture land does not generally rent for so much as arable land, is not to

be wondered at and certainly cannot be brought as o proof of over assessment.

62. Tt is unfair to say, that the lands are over assessed because the grass assess
ments are fixed at one third or fourth of the full rent. The fact is that the ryot
derives much more profit by keeping his land for grass at a low rent than he would |
do if he- culm‘wted it, and pa.xd a hIgh rent. The profession of a grazier is un-
dOubbedly the most. proﬁtable in Gozmb'ttoar (Coimbatore). Inthe Southern l)msmn

véaring oattle for sale and for dairy produce and traffic in ghee is the principal business
~ of the better sort of ryots.. They wonld find a great advantage in contracting their

arable farms and cncremxug (increasir, g) their pasture farmx,  That ‘they don’t do $0,
i8 perhaps to bg ascribed to the superior v aspectability, w}nch is supposec. tu attach
to a cultivation of the soil, but if they were to throw up a great deal of thieir arable

and rent more pasture, 1t would be no proof at all that the land was overassessed,

but that from the low fixed assesyments of the grass lands, grazing on the whole in
bo.mlmtonv (Uoimbatore) was & more profitnble following than farming.

63. Arother principal caise of the difference hetween the survey amcsqnwm
aud mtual settlement of Fusly (Flsh) 1226, avose from lands rented on coRie by .
pereohs who ha.d dug- wells in their Poonjie (Pun].n ﬁeliq for the purpose of cou

verting them mto ga.rdens. These cowles are gwen to euablo the ryots to relmbur-.e !

themselves for the ‘6xpence (exbense) meurred in digging wells and levelling - o,
ground so a8 to render it it fox"gardcn culture. ) ‘

64 Cowles werc also givenin Fusly (Fasli) 1226, or in the preceeding (preceding)

years to ryots who had undertaken to elear land from jungle, or to plough land that

had laid long waste, these lauds and the lands mentioned in the precee; Aing (l,\ﬂeced
ing) pam«rraphs both now probably pay the full rent. , :

. /
65. The granting of cowles of this deseviption is by no me% the necessary
consequone? of excessive assessment. If the general asseasment was half as low
agam as it s, it would still be necessary tof offer encourag fment and protection to
i)wple who might wish to expend money eltﬁ]er 4o improve Jhuir old or to hring new
hﬂﬂ'mto cultivation. RN g

% . 66. Tt iz admitted say the Board * that the land udler caltivation is nssessed
by the survey rates at upwards of one lac (lakh) and hagf of Pogodas above what it
9“8&& to pay under a just and moderate assessment.

”
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67 Mr. Thackeray in para 20, says, Taken altogether deed the amount of

the whole survey rent is morc than vhe Conntry can now pay'”. I do not think the .

ryots of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore), can easily or should properly pay mnch more
than they now do, on the lands they now oceupy. , .

68. The survey remt is above five lacs (lakhs) of Rupecs more than they act-ually'

1 )aid ; (onsoquentlv it may be S‘Ii(l, and with trath, that alto'rcthcr t'lu, surve\ rent is

of, absess'ncut taken upon indiv 1dml ﬁeldn ave lowm tlnn in any other Provmce.
}

69 4d again in para 23, Mr. Thackeray says, * The circuntstance of the Sirkar
"“"‘Gb-ﬂm‘v obhged to let nt § and | rent on their unocenpied lands, for which they can get
“1o tenant tc pay full renb 13 a proof that the full rent cannot be expected, that the
“ survey rent 15 t0o high, the grass tax is generally nothing more than the landlords
“reniing the lands too highly valued at. n reduced rens, which is found not more than
“tenants can afford, or are willing to pay.”

70. But in para 31, Mr. Thackeray, seema; ‘o reconsider this op:moi) “Jt must -

“be romembered ™ he says, ¢ that generally (theh'e are many exceo puom), of coursg, the

“ryots of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) ave better off than those i mmt of the other pro- e

“vinces. Perhaps I have becu wrowyg in nsing thé expression overassessed, 1t
“ iight haye bean a better oxpression as applied to most of the lands to say,. the
“rent of the Lmd 13 wuwrrzllv so lmr, the ryots will not take, ponlmpb could not
‘afford to pay for (because the 1)1‘0(11100 wonlai be lmm‘rsold) moderately ascessed
“fzelcl unless t hey got anether field’ along with it at a very favorable (favourable)
“yent.” ‘
71. From this reasoning of Alr, Lua,ckeray 8, it is hardly possible to infer, that
he con31dered the country to be assessed at moro than one lac (lakh) and a ]mlf of .

Pagodas more than it oucrhb to pay under a Just and moderate assessmenb. Tlm v

general tenor of his arguments, indeed, go to establish quite an oppbsite conclusion ;
f the nssessments, upon the’

Le repeatedly insists upon the geneval moderation .0 o
absolute lowness of them, upon the superior advantages cnjoyed by ‘O“'{’Uts of .

Coxmbp,toor (Coxmbatore ) over those of other 1:)1‘0V1n€>es

g, The principal item of the difforence <betweel the J ummahbund;’ dml the
g‘t;urvcy rent in Fusli 1226 is the land rensed as pasture. I have ventured to state
before, that it is ﬁntlre]y owing to the general moderation of thas Coimbatoor (Coun-
batore) assessment ‘that the ryots aré enabled to pay any rent for their pasture land
In other districts they cannot afford to pay the tax and Govegnment are obliged to
give them the free use of the waste. The rent for grass land in Coimbatoor (Ooml‘-

bator&l) was. ﬁ‘xed by the survey. 'The grass lands as Mr. Tllackeray says are in
' many; as‘fs vé"y proﬁtable, as they are everywhere necedsary. Is it proof that the

geuera,l assessmqg}ts are too high, bdcause a reduced assessments has been fixed for
. the grass land=.%or i8it a proof: that-the grass assessments are too high because the
ryots do not pay the ngn]w (Punja) assessment for them ? 'They require the grass
'1 1@11{1% and they pay the fixed rent for Lhem. Whether rhey wonld or could afford
' 150 pay a hxgher rent is g.\ other quesuon. ',a . .

- 78, 1 suppase that t}x«a assesg ents wm‘o 0 be reduced to one half of what they
now are. »Govemmeué‘ wi! uld-“still: have 'waste land on their hands, would it be a

mof that the country w Ageueuﬂy ofmwesﬁed if Government let ‘those lands at
e 4611 or 5thora Gth oﬁ t}"_, renb It’ ‘ "uld be o proof only. that there was more

,';,;1”‘:’":‘1*‘*:-#.;..'.;;;»'

e

. it s to the ryots cheelfullv pay the full reut for it.

© Parggvaph 12 in Board's Pro-

- % gross vent, by olnrvmg

11

land than the population of the conutry required for culture, that Government could

not tenant it, not because it was overassessed but because land was more plentitul
than cultivators, much of this grass land is annually converted mto arable, and wheu

r

74, If we compare the quantity of land occupied in Cotmbatoor (Coimbatore)
with the quantity occupied in other Zillahg of nearly equal size, we shall find the
balance to be mugh i in its favor (favour)y owing cntnclv to the moderate agsessment

of the country.

751 contess myself at a loss to understand in what manner it ix, that ‘ne pre-
‘gent ryotwari system of Coinibatoor (Coimbatore) tuxes who
" csedinge. | © ryot, and not the land. . '

76. “The Revenue Officers ” says Mr. Thackeray “ raise the payments of the ryots
# by charging full surv »y rent on land previously from some eause, held on cowle on
arden teerwa on some lands mewly watered that year
¢ from his old on from old newly dug Welh or by bad(llmf* hini with Cirkar (Qirkar) .
“ or untenanted wasto land. He can also ease him by charging ,ouwle or grass reng
“ on lands or land for which he had before full rent, by allowi mg liim to pay only
“Pooujie (Punja) rent whem he' before paid garden, or by allnmnw him to throw

“up part of his bud lands.” . ‘
77. Wheen a Revenue Officer distovers that a ryot has been fraudulently paying

low.rent. ﬁm‘ land! h:ghly assessed, he does lis duty in levying the proper rent from

him When tho cowlo of a ryot has expired, the Revenuo Ofiicer of course ceases to
regard 1t. If a ryot digs-a new well after a time, he iy by the universal custom, of
tho couuntry found to pay garden rent lor his Tand, and the Redevue Officer would
neglect his duty if he did not collect it., The Revenue Oftiger bps no right to foree :
land upon the r yot. Tt a Revenuo Oﬁldvl periits u ryot pay cowle or grass rent for
lands that have u:}\m]h paid full rent, or allows him to pay Poonjie ('unja) rent
for garden lands (unless hie has orders to do so) he deviates froxq his dnty.  Thero
is nothing, however, in these practices to prove that tho ryot is”taxed and not the

y

land , . i

78. As 'mother proof of inequality of the present asavssnmmtb the Bo. rd Biva

s

adduced the differonco whicl exists Letween the Poonjie
I'amtzr'lph e of the Ba'ud [
ymwedmg, Qo (Pun]a) and garden assessments.
4 .1

7o It ia ngaa&:ém‘y to premise that this dxffupnce has alw JW existed, and that
the effect of the éurvey made by the British Governmeut has bm‘n very eonsiderably
to diminisk it, Tt ‘was not intended as Mr. lhawkera v observes to alter the custom of
the country by the ¢ survey, it merely fixed the rent of each field, wlnch was or at
least onght to have been regelated by reference to the actual pay ments fro it,

80, A variety of opimcms exists upon the propriety er thu‘\\m‘ of mnl\m«r hY
_ distinction between the Poon]le (Panja) and garden lands.

81. It appears to militate against the principles of n fixed moncy rent that

,yﬁts should be taxed for 1 improving their own land, which w' N} Poonjie (Punja)

" in mnverbed nto gardens, they do, at a great expence (oxpen\¢ i Thiz opinion was

S"’Mﬁz my lotter to the Board under date Tth September 1846, - It struck meo that
th@ diﬁerence should he 1mmed1utely done away with, and fat the ryots should be
P"mm!ﬁ to turn their lands to the best advantage without | cing made to contri-
bute a.nﬂ;&mg further to Government than the ongmal sur ev rate of thoe lands;
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- rent at the end of a certain number of ycars, what isi

“well.

. S . . N 3 » n
- by any other means, the injustice of taxing such 1mprov eme

- 12

more mature consideration, however, of the subject, and a better acquaintance than T
then possessed of the state of the country, leads me to question the correctness of
that opinion. ,

=2, The consequencés to be apprehended from the Govermmuent ceasing to raise
the rents of Poonjee (Punja) lands converted into gardens, are that the holders of
gardens now paying a high rent would convert their Poonjec (DPunja) lands into
gardens and throw their old lands up, to the great detriment of the reveuue, or if
means were taken to prevent this, that ryots having now ne gavdens would make
them from their Poonjee (Punja) lands, that the proprietors of such gavdens would
be paving perhaps not a ffth of the original garden rent, whilst the proprietors of
thé old gardens would he paying the whole. 'This wonld be creating & more fc:yrful
inequality in the assessments than exists at present. We should then have 2 rypts
in a village vccupying the same extent and diseription ideseriptiony of land, for
which the one would be paying one Pagoda rent, and the other five.

83. The garden land considering its produce is more profitable to the farmer

than The Poonjee (Punjd) land notwithstanding tho great inequalities of the rent. |

The best proof of this is that the conversion of Poonjee (Punja) land into gardens,
ase) under the,present practice of raising the
\called & garden in  Coimbatoor
1 other districts. Here it is in

continues rapidly to encreasc (incre

(Coimbatore?, is very different from the same thing i
fact a large field consisting of frowm 3 to 10
In other districts a garden is in gener:
g house and for which he pays o much higher rent than is paid for gardens in
Coimbatoor (Coimbatore). 'Thix species of property is peculiar to  Coimbatoor
(Coimbatore) and to o very few parts of the Salein zillah. .
84. In the Ceded Districts and in bot,‘h divisions of thp Arcot proy:'i‘xgg‘g .and o
other parts of the country, all dry arablo fields were classed as Poonjes. (?unjgggi

when the survey was made, the holders of these fislds therofore set out upan an eijhal
footing. If any of them have heen able

ryot’

to improve these lands by digging wells, op
t is too evident to be

~ dwglt upon, , . o districts
/ 85. Tt is to be supposed that if had been a custom 1t those districts for ryots to.

" .dry arable lands were found to be divided into two classes,

couvei‘& their fields into gardens, an additional assessment -would have beew fixed

upon, such lands as were capable of that improvement. B“f. there was ng ‘Suc.h
‘custom ; wrobably local obstacles opposc themselyves to the practice. |

.~ 86.-But in Coimbatoor { Coimbatore: u different order of things prevailed. The
into gardens and into
Povnjee (Punja). It was uecessary when the survey was made either to do away
'Wi“éﬁ,J&b’is"ﬁiﬁtiﬁcbion by.. classing all the lands as Poonjee (Punja), or to continue it.
by claééiﬁ"g the hnds'ﬂﬁn under gﬁrden'cu]tix;ation, as gzn‘(]ens, and the lands under
Poonjee (l’ﬁpja)f?cfﬂtivatiou:ur without wells as Poonjeo (Punja), or to have classed
:}ll the lands capal:ﬁeof garden cultivation as gm‘denéa'nmking them pay the full rent
only when they vadtﬂu‘ ]ﬁ;bepame such, and reduced rent until that tine.

it

. 87. "Pho formercorse would have been attended with an imwmense sacrifice of
Tevenuo, and would Ravg lind the cffect of placing ryots whero lands conld yield two
cortain C:mpsmthe \ts du a fopting with ryots whose lands could yield only one
actual trial, it would hlie béen
or,coyld naot be found g7

Vb

LA ey

acres, cavefully enclosed and having a -
) o Gunta or two of land adjoining the

)

1

‘3%: vesource was Lardly practicable as without.an *.
mpossiblo to say with certainty where water cowld

o

38 it appears to be on a first consideration of the subject.

N ' ' .
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88. A ryot in Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) can make a well at a small expence
(expense). In six or seven years if he is not required to pay additional rent, the
supegior produce of his land when converted into gardens enables him fe reimburse
himself for the expences (expenscs) he has been put in digging it.  If his assessment
i3 not then raised, it is evident that his situation must be beyond all caleulation
better than the proprietor of arable garden whose land is assessed in perpetuity at a
. rate five times as great as that of his neighbour, altho (althougly) Loth parties have
sexpended their own capital in improving thelr lands.

89. If the laud had been ussessed with reference to its capacitics, a high rent
would have been fixed upon all fields capable of being converted into garr10§s and
.it would have been discretional with Government to have rented such felds ’upon
low terms until those capacities were developed, or for a certain number of years
afterwards.

90. Instead of this, fields of this discription were assessed according to their
existing state at the time of the survey, but it was b]early understood, and made
known to the ryots, when the assessroents wers wade, that dccording to the invari-
able practise (practice) of former times, Government, would demand more rent when
the ficlds should be converted into gardens. ‘ ‘

51. It may have been a misnomer to call the Poohjee (Panja) rents permanent
(altho (although) they are permanent if the lands continueas Poonjec) {(Punja) but no
qechtiqn_ whatever was practised (practiced) upon the ryots. . The 1.5,0:0 when L
?egips__to dig his well, knows what he is about, and what the consequences wiil b N
if he ‘mproves his lands wo profession has ever heen heid out to him t -e’
the profits arising from suf:h improvethent are to he exclusively 'Lis own Hé" ; l'at'
n.l.lowed to lay out‘mouey on his land, upon this pretence, and then s*udd.cnl 7] y (;m(;
w1.th an encrease (increase) of his rent.  The whole proceeding is fz;ir and g) ) o ed
arises from himself. Heis not constrained to dig a well iz his garder }V ? n-a:]]a
beuefit of the Government, neither is any inducement held out to him E;:o dOJ S 4 1’{9
d‘oesv it, because he finds his advantage in'the speculation, he takés ont a n:):;a t; .
for four or five years and then willingly pays the additional assessmc;nts leu'clf :};)ll;

EPme produce of his land enables him easily to do. His land then with reference

to 11155 ‘pﬁﬁ@dnce,’ and to the expense which he has been put to in digging the wella is
{ u. e g
at the end of fqur or five yoars as moderately assessed as it was when llz’nerely a field

‘)]2) nIIt would {mo(vp‘begn no great ha.rdship if Government has made éhé ryots
pay a hig 1.rent‘£m fields capable of being converted into gardens from the tim
they occupied them, but it certainly would have beon a hardship to have mad 'th
fields, the one capablg, and the other incapable of improvement Pm)" an cqual :r'ma-
nent rent, one of the twe holders of such fields must inevitably in a few .earf have”
been ruined by the prosperity of his neighbour, o yea 3

. 93, 'I'he present practise (practice) therefore of raising the rents aftera cers .
tain period of common fields converted into gardens; is not in fact so inexpe‘tiienu?

t

194, The ryot, if hie chooses to keep his field as he finds it, pays - Y. rent—“—ii

: "";:hb%?“ improve it, he does so with his eyes open strictly mbeaking he ought to
- have - : SN i : )
{%v‘e saidI rent A a field which is capable of being turned intodgarden and Itherefore

' demand 4 Pagodas of him and I rent B a field which is incagpble of improvement,

ten paying a higher rent from the time he got: the filld—the Cirkar might
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and I ask of him only a quarter the rent which "A is to pay. Instead of this. -
Government waive their demand upon A until some years“after the improvement in

his land k48 been made. , .
95. The ryots certaily would not improve lands of this discription, and upon

these_terms, unless they found their advantage in it, and that they do find it, may.

be fairly inferred from the rapid rate at which these improvements have been made.
When the country came into our possession 11%.per cent. only was derivid from the

. garden lands, the percentage has now increased to 18 altho (although) the rents of
the lands tRemselves are 18- per(cent. lower thar.l they were. :

96. It is not intended to say that the improvements have been as rapid as they

would have been, if ngyadditional exaéﬁn had followed improvement, but merely
;that the present survey ratesy as applied .to garden lands do not hang asa dead
{We_ight about the necks of the ryots, thgjithoy are moderate in themselves, moderats

. when compared with the rents of - other districts, tolerably equal, and that the
fluctuation which she Board have stigmatized as a hardship upon the ryot, is really

a boon conferred updh bm by, Governme’ht relaxing at first from a claim to high
rent upon improveable land. . .

-

97. With the exception of this fluctuation between the rents of garden land and
p ;

N Poonjie ( Punja) land, the survey assessment of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) is precisel y

H
7

what Colonel Munro described it to be in the Ceded districts, in that passage of his evi-
y fieldin

dence which the Board have quoted, viz  a permanent assessment upon ever
“ the country, which the ryot holds at that assessment as long as he pleases without
“ paying any additional rent,” all the pasture lands are assessed with the full rent 1n

the survey by a general rule then established, they were never to pay more than a

third of th&t rent until gultivated, dry lands converted into wet at {tb'e' ‘expence (ex-
 pense) of Government are of course gubjected to an additional assessment. 1

98. The exception mentioned above is certainly a material one, but 1t should he

recollected, that it does not arise from the field survey asses‘smenﬁ_ Itfllade under the
British Government, but from following the antient practlc; of | 1ePcou.mry we
fonnd a distinction existing between the rent of garden and Poonye (Punja) lands

-

and we continued 1% - v i . R
49. T hyve tl:mfltght it hecassury to aﬂ’orﬂg these explanations with regard to ihe

. assessments, ias thc?@bject of the Board’s Procgedings is to expose the exactions, decep-
| tions, eud expedients of the ryotwari system as practis

i and she unequal variable and excessive rate of the rents.

_ 100. That the rents’in two instances are more than they ought to be, viz in the

rice lands of Erroad (Erode) and Gopaulehettypolliam (Gobichettipoliem) i8 admit~
ted, and means have been taken to remedy the evil, that the ryots \in the Southern
_ Division pay much less for their Poonjie (Punja) lands than the ryots of the North-
_ern Division is also admitted.. But the fluctuations in the terwas have been shewn
o arise principally from indulgencies granted by the Cirkar to tho ryots and not
from arbitrary practices on the part of tho Revenue officers. -

101, Mr. Thack&f{?y haS#,rgued with suoh jrresistable (irvesistible) forcg against .
* the recommendation of t*h‘i"w’fb@t'the ryots should be permitted at pleasuge to-
sep their good #3 to make it unnecessary for me to-

throw up their bad »lgi@ds; e
gay & word more on thi subjest.

ed in Coimbatoor (Coimbatbrf_z},

N
15 A
| y Loe

102 It is necessary to say a word or two, on what is here called a forced
Parngeaph 20 in the Boaras  OCCUpation of land " —-whenever a ryot is forced to rent

Proceedings. | the lands of a_no'ther ryot,.who has either died without heirs,’
deserted from his village, or become reduced in circumstances, it certainly is a
forced occupation of land, and is a practise (practice) which cannot be too much
reprobated. But whon a ryot is compelled to pay rent for the whole of his Putticut
or farm instead of paying only for those parts which he chooses to pick out of it, the
demand is a fair one, and cannot be relinquished without the most serions incon-
veniences ; again if a ryot who holds, land upou‘a cowle that o is to pay half rent for

* two years, and full rent for the third, and wishes when the cowle expires to throw

up the land, it would be quite out of reason to permit him to do so. It is reason-
able that he should be made to keep it, as he got the land uponm. condition that he
sheuld pay full rent for it at a given period, and if he throws it up he ‘violates his
engagement and defrauds Government, this cannot be -called the forced 6ccupation
of land. ) ' ‘ '

, 103. The repeated complaints that were made to mg when I first took charge
of the revenue of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) of land being forced upon the ryots, led
me to think most unfavorably (unfavourably) of the present mode of administe;ing
the revefiue, more experience however on the subject has taught me that scarcely
five in a hundred of such complaints have any foundation, for, ryots when cali)e;l
upon to relinguish the lands scarcely éver do so. ‘They like to lla.xe the land, but
don’t like to pay the rent. : ' "\ ’

. 104. A ryot understands and acknowledges the propriety of A'\e;he princi l;‘
\v]nch reqm!“es‘him to pay rent for his whole field good and bad togethé}t as full p a;
he does, tl.le ln‘JustEce of heaping bad land upon him against his wishes. This i: ) r;
abuse which is certainly sometimnes practised either thro (through) an ill-jud 'ad
zeal on the part of a Tasseeldar (Tahsildar) to raise the revenue of his taJlukgir
from motives of pique on the part of a curnam (karnam) towards particular ryots
against whom he vents Lis resemtment by encreasing (increasing) their rents. yOE

. this species of abuse however, rﬁqtﬁ invariably complain, and are seldom pacified
~until they get redress, but they never perceive in ill-founded complaints again;

the,rgtenue authorities for making them pay rent hoth for their bad and good land—:
because ‘they -kuow the demand to be a just one, and warranted hy pmctisé

(practice) a.nd by the usage of the country. , o
' 105. Mr. Th@ckeray has observed that is impossible to é;pprajsé Imad with that
minute accuracy as to prevent one ryot from being sometimes more fa;votg’d“:" voured)
than another, He has also observed that the survey assessment should be 3'rvzsidc'_:red
more as a good general standard to go by than as a rule .which shonld A\
deviated from : the justice of these observations cannot be denfed..
106. It appears Politic” and considerate therefore to. afford compensation to a
ryot who may be p&yi;xg "too high rent for some of hid Poonjie thInp) lsnd by
giving him grass lond at a low rent in the same way it cammot be considered nn-

wer be

* seasonable that 4 ryot who happens to be" partioularly favered (favoured) in his
“Poonjie (Punja) land, should be called upon to pey thel full 'eurvey’ nasessment for

some of his grass land ; strietly speakin
rent for 4il the pasture lands, in grantin
hardship in discriminating b heso
genoe and those who are abo: v

the Clm haaaI')ght to.demand the full
{fav herefore there can be no
%8 require indul-

i £ H ‘
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107. This mode of applyirg the asscssments it i3 belicved is peculiar to the
ryotwari system of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore), it 18 an excellent feature in it, the
survey is taken as the general rule, and all the exceptions to it are in favor (favour)
of the ryots. There can be no such thing as system without such n rule, bnt it does
not appear to he sound reasoning from these exceptions to draw conclusions un-

favorable (unfavonrable) to the rule itself.

108. The passage quoted at the end of the 10th paragraph of the Board’s Pro-
~&eedings from Mr. Thackerays letter has referonce solely to the effects produced
by the reduction of the teerwas in the Southern Division. ‘

109. In consideration of the great boon which the ryots received at the hands
of Government by the large reduction made in their rents, they were usually willing
to undertake the managoment of as much more laud as would have képt the revenue

_up to its ordiriary level but not at one moment. The statements sent in at that
period gave u false coloring (colouring) to the state of the eauntry. They went to shew
that the immediate effect of the reduction of the teerwas, was a large encrense
(increase) of cultivation. 'This certuinly was not the case, and as Mr. Thackeray- has
said “ the ryots were robbed and the Government deceived.” ,

110. What Mr. Thackeray has stated in the 1¢th paragraph.of his report as

Vide Procecdivgs of thy Boad quoted in the 11th of the Board’s Proceedings is certainly
Pava. 13- ' correet, but it should be kept in mind that these abusesavose
out of induiggice granted to the ryots. 1f they were imvariably made to pay the
full snrvey 7;1'( for all the land they eccupy according to the  practise practice)
there would be no room for these abuses, the way to
ots an option pither of paying full garden rent
for all their garden land and full Poonjie (Punju) reut for all their pasture land,
without refefclxce to the prodnce, or to throw the lands up. It 18 (Ioubtful_ w.h?!,her
the revenue would suffer if these terms were insisted upob, frauds and individuaj
oppressions would be diminished, but the great'body of TYOtS wouﬂ by no means

‘.2 8o well off as they aro at present.
, :

obtaining in other Zillahs,
prevent it would be to give to the ry

111. On the whole the opinion of Mr. Thackeray may with contidence be muin-

“tained, that notwithstandig the exactions, oppressionss and deceptions practised

: . (i P
their excessive und unequal rents, the “¥yot® ot Coimbatoor (Coim-

ainst them,
a8 er provinces, that on the whole the

“ batore) are {better off than the ryota of most oth
“gurvey /%nt as now applied is generally moderate,
“ most 0,2’3 the lands instead of being overasscssed, arce ren
“ eune. afford to pay for a moderately assessed field, unless they get
« with it very favorably (favonrably) assessed for fear of having their produce

ted so low that the ryots
another field

“«*yndersnld. ™’ : |
| 112. It may be stated with the same confidence, that whatever exnctions, ex-
pédjents, and deceptions are practised under the rythagi system of Coimbatoor (Coim-
batore} were practied with temfold rigour when the coufi’y was in the bands of
renters, and are practised under every other syitem p1 collecting revenue known to

the Government of Fort Skint George. ! iR ‘-,
118. If the Tahsildars i’ Coimbatoor. (Coimbatorg) force the ryots to occupy

land compel thém o pay ;{enh,for their bad, as well gs: good lands, raise the rents

-of common ﬁe}ds_ééﬁv@rboqg into;gardens’, of Poonjie {Punja) into Nunjie (Nanja)s

and somefimes too low that'
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g0 do the Mootahdars of the Baramal, angd the renters of Arcot; and besides these,
the Yenters and Mootahdars practise oppressions unknown under a ryotwari system,
and peculiar to themselves. : , : .

114. Before any revenue can be collected a scttlement must be made with the
ryots, either by a Tahsildar, a Zamindar or Mootahdar or a renter, One material
difference between the Zamindary and Tahsildary systems is this— that abuses
existing under a ryotwari system administered by a Collector, are matters of noto-
riety, they are brought to the notice of his superiors by the Collector himself, theyv
are commented upon, and remedied as far as they cen be. But the way in which a
Mgotahdar or renter settles his villages and collects the revenue, his oppressions,

_exactions, expedients and deceptions are concealed from public notice. He may

rack-rent his tenants, change the teerwas, compel them to pay their rents in kind
whep grain is dear, and in money when it is cheap, saddle them with land, attach .
and sell their property, and neither the Collector or the superior authorities be a
bit the wiser from the person who aggrieves him; he cannot expect redress, the

~Lollector can give him norie and after being Juined by his landlord he cannot

afford to pay the expenses of a law suit.

115. If a Tassildar (Tahsildar) aggrieves a ryot, he complains of it to the Col-
lector, whose distinct desire, as well as duty it is to right him. The reputation of,

. a Collector no longer depends upon the amount of his collections, and he labours
. against h.isbownv interest as well as comfort if he overassesses his district. A Collec-

. tor who is accessible ?v-ill certainly know many of the abused that are committed in
4 Pis.distrwt, and he will remedy as many as he can. Theso abuses do not beionrr
+ inherently to a ryotwari'settlement, but are occasioned in general by a too anxious

desire to keep up the public revenye,

116, As 1I.ust1at1wg .Qf the operation of the ryotwari system in Coimbatoor

Vido Statement, . (Loimbatore), T have the honor to submit a comparative state-

. A . ment of tho settlements aud collections of the last 4 years
with the amount fixed for the decennial and permanent lease. 1t appears from this

,‘that the Jummabundy have been Rs. 84,53,981-19-0 and the remissions to the ryots

.fht (1,53,294-2-11). If the revenue had been punctually realized under the lease,
@ -collections would have amounted to Rs, (78,23,111-8-8). The difference t(;

S;;:::';‘;‘:’;;eféli ha've"dbe,e n Rs. (6:80,869-14.1) ”fnd the ryots pertiaps mone the |
when under th? check of the Tahsildars, the monigars attempt to

collect.from the ryots what is remitted by the Circar, and as renterssthey collect

according to the means of the ryots, without referenco to seasons or tLJm% '
of the conntry. ' : v )

. 117. In fush 1226, 50 large & sum as Rs. ( 88,32244-.1) was rezﬁiited to tiia ryots
in- consequence of the badness of tho season. This in Coimbatoor (Coi-mhatbre) WI\
an unusual indulgence and the Board in their report to Government seemed to dm‘\;
from 1t conclusions unfavourable to a ryotwari system. There were no gx‘o;lnds for

tivation

- them, however, for the revenue has advanged beyond its usual standard in the two

- last, which have been on the whole favorable years, and is collected with encreasing

! {inereasing) punctuality §I knovw it indeed jto be Mr. Thackeray’s opinion that ﬂlf
 Tevenuc is more steady Rere, and collectod/ with . greater facility than in any othei -
- Province under the Government of Fort ﬁéin% George, 0 - S oner

; 118 ‘The most calg" itous périddffkp’éwn?in this district wus that of the Triennial

 lease, 'except indeed the few months”t at the deconnial lease' existed, and ¢ o
.. keep : o ex ’ hat was
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‘something - worse than the other. If it is asked what these calamities were: the
answer is, the practise (practice) in an extreme degree of those oppressions by the
renters ‘vhich are stigmatized as pecuhar to a ryotwarl system when administered
by a Lollector

'119. It must be remembered that the ryotwari system was the prevailing one

when we took possession of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore), the revenue had never beem
collected under any other— the lands have been measured and assessed under the

~ Hindoo (Hindu) Government, we innovated in nothing, but modified where modifica-
tion was nec¢ssarv, we simplified the classifications of the lands, and greatly reduced
the rents.

120. I shall be sorry if the Board think from the strain of reasoning used in
this letter, that I am advocating annual settlements, or that I consider the mode
now practised of administering. the revenues of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) as free
from objections, no person can be more sensible of them, or more anxious to see
them remedied than myself.. But it certainly does appear to me that the. ryotwari

system ig much less oppressive in its effects lere, than it is in any other part of”

India, and infinitely preferrable to any other system that has yet been pra(‘tlsed in
the Madras territories.

" 121. The necessity of a constant interference of the revenue officers with the
ryots (a most pernicious part of the present system) will be obviated when the ‘plan
of making a more permanent settlement is carried into execution.

122. We must not: Hlatter ourselves, however, that even a settlement of the nature
proposed will do awsy with all inequalities in the condition of the ryots. 'To those
ryots who “have impr oveable lands, Poonjie (Punja) that they can convert into
gardens,'and pasture to arable— the settlement will be extremely beneﬁclal but not
in the same degree to ryots who have no lands of that deser 1ptlon E

123. Government it is true may without any violation of justice rasume all the
cowle lands, and make an equal distribution of them to the inhabitants; such a pro-
ceeding, however, would creato discontent; where a ryot therefore, may happen to
have no éowle land, or be unable to procure any, remission mus be granted on his
~ putcut so as to enable him to Leep pace with his neighbours.

124. The Board desire that the pa,ttm to ba issaed to the ryotq «hmv]d contain a -

“clause that such portion only of the putcut land as is culti\
f)arugr“]>1lr;}}(’[i‘zp‘ mirqduf vated should pay rent; many objections occur a(ram‘st the
S1%

Progeedis
Dncemba

is gener ally as ph-oﬁmble to the ryob as that which is cultivated. © The ryots will not
part with the land—because it is essenitial to the prosperity of his farm, he ofjen
leaves a field oritwo fallow from chmce He sometimes turns an arable field iuto
pasture, and takes a grass field in tts place. The enquiries which it would be neces-
sary to institute under such a rule wpald lead to numberless abuses and encrease

(increase) an evil already of sufficient magnitude, that of the. mterference of the

~ revenue servants Wxth tha ryots. .
1"5 The Board propose that no addxtlonal teerwa should bs levied on land con-
e 26 o the BM‘I ;verted at bhe ryots o’wﬂ[ ‘expence (expensc) from Poonjie
| prkﬁeldu.g. dated Yo . (f’unsa) inte; Nunzle (Natjd), ‘and gardens, It is supposed

December 1818 ‘ tha:t a ryot.m T iy reﬁnbﬁrsed in 6 or 7 years for the ex-

: .penee (etpense) he m atz in convertl'_ ] hw Pﬁdnjle (Punp) into ga,rden land the

~rule, the first and the strongest is, that the nnenltivated land

azmizggllyb and under all sett}emgntg :

\2
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»averagé rent of a Bulla of Poonjie (Punja)is (Rs. 3-8-7), of garden (Rs. 14-10-3). In

the event of a lease settlement for 20 years, we shall bave under this rule, ryots in a

village paying (Rs. 3-8-7) and others (Rs. 14-10-3) per. Bulla for lands of the same

quantity and quality, altho’ both parties may have originally improved £ -lands

' from their own funds—tbe difference indeed will be infinitely greater when grabi

lands are converted into garden.
126. It is propcfscd that garden lands not cultxvated with crarden §produce
should be assessed according to the. nature of the produce
Pardgraph 27 of the Bosrd grown. This rule goes to tax the produce instead of the

Proceedings  dated 1it
Decenbor 1818, . land—the observation of it, would be 1mpracmcable, because

many articles of produce are common to both sorts of land, as jowari, cotton, ragi,

wheat, ctc. The garden lands are not altogether 'so valuable from the articles they
produce, as from the fumber, weight and certainty of their crops; no garden yields

~less than two, many three crops in the year—the plan therefore of assessing in pro-

portion to the quantity of water in the wells as recommended by Mr. Thackeray

appears preferable. . " s
127, When ry ots may decline to come to a moderate settlement for their putcut

the Roard propose that th# Collector should modify the

P";:‘Zcr:,‘ff,‘mggi °fd:’tzdn°“,';l§ field assessments; by reducing them on some fields, and
December 1818, .+ raising them on others.” This rule may bo made with advan-
tage, b8t it will scarce]v ever be neeessary 1o act upon it. The ryots will much
rather settle for their whole far ms, than have the teerwa on any of their ficlds

rmsed——ﬂ:o a corresponding rcductmn should be made in others.

‘198. From what has been stated in a former part of this letter, it will be

~observed that the relinquishment by the Circar of all claim to rent upon land cunvert-
*ed from Poonjie (Punja) into garden, will create & fearful inequality amongst the
" ryots of the same village—and that unless a dlstnbutxou of the cowle and grass
' land be made so that all the ryols may “have an équal chance of bettermrr their
' condltlon or that remission be made to. those ryots who neither have cowle lands or

‘ean procure them, or unless some other means be devised for putting the ryots on

vv'-:a' 60tmg of ethty the sattlemvnt does not seem likely to answer the ends
' pmposed Bv zt. : '

- 199; 1& appears to me that the best way of attaining thls ob]ecb Would be
(supposmgasxettlementto be made for 20 years with each - Iyot) to give a cowle

~ for 10 years for all land'that might be converted into gardens, and that after the

expiration of the 10 years,v the rents should graduallyebe raised until they veached
the - survey stands,rd or to thrce fourth of 1(3 the remamder to be  remitted

~altogether. . .

130. It does not appear necessary to apply this rule to paaturt‘ land conve‘rted ;

~into amble because tha one i8 and :ﬂways will be as valua.hle as the other.:

181. In Whatever Way however the Board may_ determme that -the settlemeﬁb

" should be made, it will be received as a great boon: by the ryots. It is | necessary
‘-?'i’ﬁ;a,t the settlement should grow with their wighes ; Tany- 'uf them are prepared to
_cﬁgnge in it immediately to-its full extent, others under . modification, aml some" are o
‘apprehensive of entering at all into. per 1a.nent, mwa.gement ‘ . :

182, With the poorest’ class of Wryots it wﬂl alwa.gs be necessar y to sebﬁle : |
e oo]lecnon ‘must insa certam degvee depend
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upon the seasons. It has never beer found necessary to make great remissions
to the ryots of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) even in the worst of tymes, and I think
there Jis great reason to hope that there will be still less occasion for them when
- the gsf-f“ement under contemplation is introduced.

(" 133. I proceed now in confirmity with the Board’s orders to offer some
‘suggestions as to the degree in which the asscxsments should be reduced and to the
best mode of reducing them.

134. I have ventured to suggest in a former part of this letter, that the rents
of the rice lands in the taluks of Erroad (Erode), Gopaulchettypolliamn (Gobichetti-
poliem) and Sattemungalum (Satyamangalam) should be reduced to a standard
which will give at least GO per cent. of the gross produce of the lands to the ryots,
and that in converting the Government share of the produce int> money, it will be
necessary to leave out of the calculation entirely the selling prices of grain at any
time anterior to the cession of the province to the British Government. The
province is likely to continue in the state that it has been in for the last 18 years,

viz., deperident upon foretgn markets for the consumption of its surplus rice produce. *

]:;:3. Erroad (Erodc) is the only talook (taluk) in which the rice Jands pay full ’

rent without reference to the number of crops produced upon them. In all the other

taluks, there is a 2nd crop rent, which is ouly paid when a ond crop is raised. ;A

2nd crop is always raised in Erroad (Erode), occasionally only in some of the, lands

in other talooks (taluks), It is at all times scanty and precarious. [n thede cases -

the 2nd crop rent really hangs as a dead weight upon tho ryots, and as,Government
seldom derive any benifit from ft—it would be well to abapdon it altogether.

136. In all cases where the Government sharo, may be found to exceed 40+
per cent. of the gross produce, it should I think be redneed to that standard, and in’

no instance whatever that I am at presunt aware of, ought it to be raised. It does’
not appear likely that a reduction to this extent will occasion any loss of revenue,
more land will be immediately be brought under cultivation, and in many places, it
will become a valuable and a saleable property. .

"137. I shall state some particulars regarding the l’oonjie. (Punpm) and garden
assessments of both divisions, which will enable the Board .to judge whether or n,
it will be proper to meddle with them, The average renit of a Plﬂla of lfo&;)x}lie
(Punja) in the Northern Division is (Rs. 3-2-14), Rs. 3.-5‘~ﬁ in the Southern Division
accordiag to the survey rates. But in the application of tl.mse rates, ghe scales
ave turned the other way. For instance, in the N orthern DW.}SIOU there are 1,23,711
Bullas of Poonjic (Punja) paying full rent, which %nounts tp 5,09,780, dverage per
Bulla Rs. 3-14-11; in the Southern Division the number of  Bullhs is 1,38,504—and
the rent only 4,34984—average Rs.3-2-3. Again thero ave,in the Northern
Division 17,023 Bullas of Poonjie (Punja) held upon cowle or é reduced rent for
a certain number of years, the rent of which is now Rs. 36,1:38.  Avemage per Bulla
Rs. 2-2-3. 1In the Southern Division there are 10,435 Bullas held upon the same
terms now paying only Rs. 17,253.  Average per Bulla Bs. 1-10-5%. -

138. The same difference is observable in the rent of the grass lands of the
two divisions ; in the Northern Division, the average rent per Bulla is Rs. 1-2-3}, in

the Southern Division Rs.1.21. This dilferenco is occasioned entirely by the

superior sorts of land in «the Southern Division having been classed in the lower
gradations. In the Nortkern Division the lst sort of land is assessed per Bulla

”n

‘ryots as good or perhaps a bett

A Y
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at Rs. 5:2-4—in the Southern Division at Rs. 5-14-1 but according to the classifi-

cation of the lands in the Southern Division scarcely any 1st sort of land is to be

found—tho’ in reality therc is much more than in the Northern Division.

139. The garden assessments of the two divisions however when compared shew
a contrary result, the average per Bulla in the Southern Division being ' Rs. 16-10-5
and in the Northern Rs. 1312-4 so that 14,309 Bullas of garden in the Southern
D’ivisiOn pay Rs. 2,832,916 while 15,658 pay ouly Rs. 2,05,844. The percentage of rent’
upon all lands in the Northern Division is calculated to amount to 83-7-0 and in the
Southern Division to 28-12-0 the proposed reduction of the assessments of ‘the rice
lands in Erroad (Erode) and will tend in some degree to equalize the teerwas of
the two divisions and the reduction of the gross teerwas in the Northern Division

- which hes already been sanctioned by the Board as far as they can be brought

to an equality without re-classing the Poonjie (Punja) lands of the Northern Division

" and the garden lands-of the Sonthern. This would be a dangerous and difficuls

process and productive perhaps of no ultimate benefit.

140. I shall here take the liberty to make a few observations on these parts
of the Board’s mimute under date the 5th January 1818 which have reference

" to Coimbatoor (Coimbatore). 4

141. In the 11th paragraph of that minute it is stated « throughout the T#mil
“ country, for the greater part of the labouring clagses of the people have, from

* time imimemorial been in a state of acknowledged bondage in which they continue
“to the present times. ” ‘ .

g 142.. This state of qu;dggé?xists only amongst the inhabitants of two villages
in the whole. Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) province, these two villages (Naroor and
Vangull) are in the Caroor (Karur) talook (taluk), which joins the Zillah of Trichi-
nopoly. The lands are there occupied by brahmins. -

143. In other parts of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) this species of sl
unknown.  The labouring classes are as free as the
tlf_ey usually continue to serve one family, but the laborer (labourer) is the master of
his own labor (labour) and may become a landholder, whenever ho has saved enough
to buy a plough and a pair of bullocks. ' e

avery is utterly

14:41 ;[n the pougée of cvery year a vast many
In some villagos particalarly in tift Southern Dj
and the facility with whioh waste land can be br

laborers (labourers) become ryots.
vision, the lowness of ths rents,
ought into oultivation afford the

class of people have in Kurope

and in some villages i :
Divisitn the number of ryots h gos particularly in the Southern

145. I would with great deference venture to ‘suggest that if
made it would be found that even in the J aghire the greater part of the laborin
(labouring) classes are not in a state of slavery, and that the nﬁmber of free la,bérerg
(labourers) exceed the number of slavés. It ia certain that they can be 4nd are

slaves.

146, “1tis certainly a carious 'circﬁhsfance,”' ‘say the Board in paragraph 18
““ that in those provinces where the severe and arbitrary: »s" stem of the Mussﬁlma.ﬁ
“Government was established at the most early, and for tie longest period, where

!

er chance of bettering their condition thar the same-

y are in England--it is true that

as more than doubled within the Jast 10 or 12 years. -

an enyuiry was

‘both sold and mortgaged without the land, and the land. is also sold without the |
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< consequently the public assessment on the land is the most high and private
. % property in the goil the most rare and the least valuable the laborer (labourer)
7 < should also be the most free, while his condition is the most abject in those countries
"« where the arﬁient institutions of the Hindoos (Hindus) have been the least disturbed

* “whero the public demand on the soil in the most light and private property in the

“Jand is universal and of the highest value.”

- 147. The state of things in Coimbatoor (Coimbaﬁore) forms a marked exception

to this rule. It was not under Mussulman dominions for more than 40 years‘, the
public demand on the soil is light, there is a great deal of valuable private landed
property, and yet the laborers (labourers) are as free as in any part of Telingana.

148. “ The value of the ryots’ right in the soil ” say the Board in their Proceed-
ings “varies with the weight of the public assessment on the land in which is
“ genemlly found to be heavy in proportion to the length of tiwme, that the couﬁtry
“ may have been subjected to the Mohameda (Muhammadar) Government. In the
« Tamil country it is vestpd more frequently in all the ryots of a villlage collectively
- “than in each individually. In the Ceded Districts and Northern %iéars which
“ were the largest under Mohamedan rule tho’ the antient inhabitants’ assert their
«heriditary right to a priority, and preference of occupancy, thoy do uoﬁ,'nowfap‘pear
“ to'nesgess any saleable property in the'soil.” y %

149. This community of property in the lands of a village has a0 existence
in this part of the Tamil countfy and it may with some confidence be ascertained
that it mever has existed. Each ryot has a right to the lands belonging to his farm,
and his heirs succeed to that right, but he has no concern with the lands of his
neighbours the land as in Malabar and Canara is divided and occupied as separate

bound distinet properties, but the laborer (labourer) is not the personal slave of the

proprietor, neither can he be sold or mortgaged either with or without the lands,

~150. Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) was not under Mohamedan rulﬂ f¢r more than -
46 years; for centuries before it had been subject to a Hindoo (Hindu) Governmeat. .

The.revenue administration of Hyder was not on the whole an oppres\'s ve one to the
 people—it was not certainly more 80 than that of his Hindoo (Hindu) predecessor—
aft.exj the first Mysore war and not before, Tippoo raised the asseSSmopts consider-
ably., The encrease (increase) however was rathur (rather) nominal than real
operated moti'e as a partial than a general oppression-—at all events it did not last
suﬁi@ieﬁ%ly lcéng to affect the tenures of landed property- _ -

151, ‘Aléhof_Ooimbatoor (Coimbtore) forms part of the Tamil country and has’

with the exception of 8 comparatively short period, heen always under & Hindoo

(Hindu) Government we neigher find in it that species of common property on the
lands of & village, or that slavery, or that mirassi right which is stated to exist
in all parts of the tamil country, and the latter of which is supposed to have been
extinguish8d by the opprossions of -the Mussulman Government. Here a3 in the
country of Telingana, the ryots assert their hereditary right to a priomty and
preference of occupancy ; but with two exciptions which I shall notige hereafter
they claim no propritary right'in the soil. .4 - B
152. ‘We have here both Cﬂnﬁﬁb@hﬁaca.rers. and Mepassidars. The‘ former term
is applied here most cdnmonly. to denote the first settlers of the village or its

antient, inbabitants, thiose who. bear it however have no rights whatever, but what

7 The ryot here creates a private proporty for hlmseif. He i3 the proprrietor of

pordion of his lands, and only the hereditary tenant of the other. When. s ryot.
‘has been ousted from his share in- the monigathhip of: his ivillage,” he 'Sayé"-ha has _

are common to the settlers of yesterday in the same way, a merassidar is either a
man holding the office of monigar and therefore entitled to the emoluments of it, ora
person whose ancestors have filled the situation, and who is therefore admitted to
have an hereditary claim to it. But neither the Caniatchdars or Merassidars as
such affect the most remote claim to a proprietary right-in the goil. ’I‘héy make no
pretensions whatever to appropriate to themselves the produee of the quarries, mines,
or fisheries, or to the waste of their villages ; this privilege of grazing upon the waste
may always be rented to other ryots if the ryots of the village refuse to pay for it.
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153. Property in the soil here is #esignated by the term Audheenum and the

~proprietor is called audheenuston. Audheenum is 1 believe a compound Tamil word,
- 'the literal meaning of which is first miue, and it may be significantly translated

“my own.”’ ‘

154. All the lands watered from wells, and all the topes and orchards in Coim-
batoor (Coimbatore) are Audheenwms. In these the ryots possess and have possessed
from time immemorial a perfect proprietary right—a right, which was cqnéeded under
the Hindoo (Hindu) Government—invariably respected under the Mussulman,

. and which continues uniinpaired under our own.

155. The ryot becomes vested with this’ right—from the moment that he goes

~ thro’ the ceremony of commencing upon his well by digging a hols sufficiently large

to hold a cocoanut and by paying the tank digger a fanum. When these preliminaries
are gone thro’ the land becomes the private property of the. ryots. 1t signifies

‘5}‘.:1i6§hiﬁg"‘“wﬁhether ho 'ﬁ'nishes. his well in one year or in 20; by the usage of the
" country he caunot be dispossessed of his land i he may sell, mortgage, or bequeath

it. His right does not suffer from his leaving the land waste, from his quitting the
country, or from its being tenanted by another ryot. The original proprietor may -
always reclaim it upon paying certain charges for repairs. The planting of a fow
fruit trees with certain ceremonies iz all that is necessary for the creation of a
private tenunt, when it is intended to convert N unjie (N:mja)' land into ‘Orchards.

~ 156, It is nocessary, however, distinetly to state, that this proprietary right is now

"*"{g'_bnvgyed? and always has been so, from the Circar to the ryot. Before the ryot

""an ??On his well he obtains leave to do so, and with this permission a gowle
top otecthIMfmm extra payments for a certain number of years ; cowles. of this -
kind are always given now, they were sometimes but not pe_rhaps-;very frequéhtly |

granted under the Native Government.
] ) . ¥

1-57. When the te_riiif»tﬁi the cowle expires, the ryot wityh'this_'-.pmpfiyehafy right
has his tax quadruplqd,f and that too in perpatuity. This Suﬂieiéntly marks ?:he- ‘
natute of the property, the Circar gains even more than the ryot by its creation, -
and it appears probable, that the right was originally conferred upon the ryot as az: ;
encouragement to them to vest their capital in this speoies of enterprize, - -

158. Tt is quite  different thing from that merassy’ right to all the Iands of a_

 village, which is said to have existed at one time in all parts of ‘the Tamil country.

108t his manniam, or merassy, if deprived of his Poanjie.(Punja) or Nunjie (Nanjs) *

;,]a@i;g, he cpmplains that he has _ylo{svb’ hxs Cax{iamhzxthoi-_%e torm is not very often
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used), but when he is dlspossessed of his garden or orchard, he says that he has lost
his audheenum his own, that which property belonged to hint.

159. If the Poonjie (Punja) or Nunjie (Nanja) lands of a ryot.are untenanted
for a year, the Cirkar may rent them to whomsoever it pleases, and the original
~occupant will not come forward with any claim to the land as his merassy or
property altho’ it may as it often is saleable, neither was any such claim asserted
under the Native Government. But for their gardens or audheenums they have
always asserted and maintained -this right. It suffered no more under .the
Mussulman than it did’ unde1 the Hindoo (Hindu) Government—it was found
existing unimpaired when the country was ceded to the British Government.

160. With these exceptions as few traces of private property or merrasy right
were to be found in this part 6f the Tamil country when it first came under the
dominion of Hyder as existed in the country of Telingana after it had been subject
to a succession of Mohamedan dynasties.

161. There 1s not the %8ame difficulty in ascertaining what the nature of the
landed property was under the Hindoo (Hindu) Government of Coimbatoor (Coim-
batore) as in Telingana. That Government has not been extinct more than 60
years, and therc are ryots now living who held their lands from it—from their
accounts, and from the concurrent testimony of the country, I am led to think thag
the tenures of the land both under the Hindoo (IHindu) and Mohamedan Govern-
ments were the same. The Circar was always considered the proprietor of the
Poonjie (Punja) and Nunjie (Nanja) lands the ryot of his gardens and orchards.

162. Still I belicve that the ryots hero have just the samo rights in their
Poonjic (Punja) and Nunjie (Nanja) lands as the ryots liave in the Jaghier, that is
an heridatary right to occupy and cultivate the land as long as they pay the Circar
dues, and liberty to sell and mortgage it when they can—the moderation of their
assessments, - the security of property, and above all the regular distribution of
pattas upon which (whatever may be thought to the contrary) the ryots set a greab
value, have wade both Nunjie (Nanja) and Poonjie (Punja) lands a saleable property
in many parts of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore)._ The ryots however in selling lands of
this description pretend no such rights as they assert, and which belonging to them
* in their gardens, theso Poonjie (Punja) lands are not awdheenums, aro not their
own, but they have an heridatary right to. occupy and enltivate them upon certain
conditions, and it is that right which thay sell. '

163. 1 beg leave now to offer a few ohservations on that part of tho Board’s
minute which relates to the ryotwari survey of Coimbatoor (Coimbatore)—and I must
begin them by expressing my regret that the' Board sheuld have been led to form
opinions adverse to the general accuracy of the survey from an expressmn made
use of in a letter of mine under date the 24th October 1816.

1G4. In noticing the great difference which was found to exist between the
maumool Bulla; and the Bulla established by. survey, the Board are inclined to be
) of opinion, that it arose principally from the * ghort measuro
“ stated by Mr. Sullivan to:liave been in many instances
_"dealt. out to the ryots. ” 1 should have expressed myself more correctly on this
occasion if I had said i in sc!me instances instead of in many for such was the fact,
but by no means in a su(‘ﬁc}ent number- to-affect the general accuracy of the survey,

" Paragraph 175.

‘b’
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165, Tn paragraph 177 tho Board go on to say “but when this rate (the origi-
“nal gurvey rate) per preseriptive estimated maumool Bulla came to be applied to tho
“fumber of Bullas entered in the survey accounts, the latier were so much smaller
“and consequently so much more numerous than the mauamool Bullas that the
“ revenue was raised in coery villuge infinitely beyond its resouros.”

166. If the Board will do me the honor to turn to the examples given by
Mr. Garrow of the effects of the survey in two villages, Mktd quoted in the

paragraphs of this letter as per margin ﬁxc\ vl find from
Paragraphs 167, 168,170, 172,

173, 174, 175, 176, 177 aud  one of these villages proofs of a resnlt dlrect,ly opposed to

178. :
. tho statement given above.

167. In the village of Vellacanar (Vollakinar) thero was found 213 wmaumool

- Bullas assessed at Chs. 930 F. 7. The survey encreased (incrcased) the number

of Bullas to 276 when the survey rates werc applied to the quantity of lands,
amounted to Chs. 814 which is 17 per cont. less than- what the same lands paid
beforc the survey. It may be asked thereforo how the application of the original

survey rates to theso lands would have tended to raise the revenue of this village

infinitely beyond its resources.

168, I give the village of Kecranattam in the Coimbatvor (Coimbatore) Talook
(Taluk) anothor example of the real effects of the survey. This village was
estimated to contain 352 maumool Bullas of Poonjio (Punja) which paid at various

. rates from 16 Conteras Ps. to 5 Conterm fanams per Bulla Ps. 1061-8-11. The
-survey enoreased (increasod) the number of DBullas to 46+ and reduced the

assesbment to 590 Chs, The number of maumool garden Bullag was estimated at
37, which paid 625, The survey multiplied the number of Bullas into 60, but
reduced the assessment from 625 to 253. The total number of maumool Bullas
of Poonjie (Punja) and garden before the survey was Chs. 382 F. 8 assessed at
Chs. 1626, The survey eoncreased (increased) the number of Bullas to 525 and
the stirvey rates of assessmont when applicd to them amounted only to S$49 which
is 43 per cent. less than thoe former payments.

169. By the gradual conversion of Poonjic (Punja) into garden and of grass
into Poonjie (Punja), the number of Bullas under cultivation in the present year
is encroased (increased) to Bullas 579 which pay a rent of Chs. 1115,

170. I do not mean to assert that the same rosult would bo found in every

village if tho two assessments were comp'tred but I belicve that somgthing like it

would be found in a great many, aud I hclicve at the samo time tha.t it would bo

difficult to find many villages, where the revenue would have been gr catly raised

beyond their real resources if the original uncorrected survey rates had beon
applicd to the lands.

171. The Board in paragraph 182 procecd to say “that tho moderation and
“ justico of Colonel Macleods assessments depended wholly upon the survey rate per
“Bulla or Goonta bearing the samc proportion to the

; ‘of the Board dated— ‘
Miuute of the Boar * maumool rate that the survey standard of measurements

“bore to the maumeo! standard. "

179, 'I‘his conclusion would bo undeniable, if the maumool or cstimated
Bulla; had been a fixed, a legal and an equal measuce and jf it could be proved that
the old agsessments were equal and had not been fraudulent] changed since the original
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survey. But tho mamnoo! Bulla was in fact anything that the ryots chose to make it.
1t diffored in every village, often in the sume village, often in the lands of the same
ryot, not that there was any differcuce in the origimu standard of measurement, but
that under the tax and corrupt adwministration of Tippoe, thosc ryots who could
afford to bribe the reyenue officers were cnubled to make 2 Bullas 1, and 3 Bullas 2,

175, The stronyoz( proofl that can be given of this is the caso of the 2 villages

quoted by Mr., G ugﬁw [u tha village of Velluzauar (Vellakinar) there was found
213 estimate¥ r‘»ull(h wlieh measured by the swrvey standard were encroased
Guereased) to 276, Bub in the viliage of Veerabandy (Vecerapaundy) there was
found only 198 maumool Bullas, which the survey cnereasel (inercased) to 363,
It is quite clear that the encreass (increase) made by the survey in these 2 villages
would have been quite inan inverse tates from what it was if the maumool Bulla
lad been an equal or a fixed measurement.  'The reverse was the fact and this can
only be attributed to the frands having been greater in the one than in the other.

174 The- assessments ol the villago of Vellacanar (Vellakinar) averaged
Chs, 4322 those of ch'abandy (Veerapaundy) only Chs. 2.5-10. No direct proof
can be afforded that these were nol the original assessments of that village, but
there is great reason to suppuse, that they have been fraudulently changed. It
iz impossible otherwise to account for such a great incquality in the assessments
of 2 villages, which wore alike in almost every eircumstance of soil situation, etc.

175. 1 bcg leave again to refer to the facts stated by Mr. Garrow “capricious
“assessments ” says Mr. Garrow “were made upon the. soil, and it frequently
“happened that ths pecuniary cireumstance of the owner was the principal creto rion
*by which his field was asscssed.

176. “In some of the villages, the gradation in thie soil wmounted to 20 to 15,
16, and in others only to 2. The assessment paid by the owner gave rank to
“the soil in the scale of gradations instcad of the soil proving the standard of

““ assessment.

177. “1n the village of Gutty Samouvdram (Gattisamudram), the first sort land
_ “p.ud 8 Chs. per Bulla. In Camaurcyancor (Kamarayanur) only Chs. 3-5-0. The
“samec difference exists more ov less in the inferior sorts of land.

178. It has been shewn that the survey cncreased (increased) the number of
Bullas in the village of Vellakinar from 213 to 276, and in the village of
Veerabandy (Veerapaundy) from 198 to 363. The average maumool rate per
Bulla in Vellacanar (Vellakinar) was Chs, 4-3-2. In Veerabandy (Vecrapaundy)
Clis. 3-5-10, tiie highest survey rate per Bulla was 20 fanam. That rate applied
to Vellacanar (Vellakinar) would lhave made the assessments amount to Chs. 552,
By making the survey rate per Bulla, bear the same proportion to the mautnool
rate, that the savvey stardard of moasuremont bore to the maumool standard, and
taking 20 funsms as the Poonjie (Punja) rate for Vellacanar (Vellakinar), the
survey rate for Veeral_ja.udy (Vecrapauudy) would have been about 12 fanams per
Bulla which when applied to 33 Bullas would have made the assessments amount
to Chs. 435-6-0 so0 that 276 Bullas in one village  would have paid Chs. 552 while
363 in another would haye ‘paid only Chs. 435-6-0. It is quite obvious that by
following the rale for & inoderate assessment laid down by the Board,

B /o ~ ‘

-~
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Colonel Macleod would have perpetrated a much unequal and oppressive system of
taxation.-

179. The leading principle of Colonel ‘Macleod’s survey and assessments was
to equalize the land tax, and in order to ascertain whether his assessments were
just and moderate, it is only ‘necessary to enquire whether lards of equal quality
and quantity now pay an equal rent.

180. From the facts adduced in this letter, it is quite cvndent that before the
Suryey, the rates were most unequal, and it cannot be doubted generally speaking
(tho’ thore may be instances to the coatrary) that the effcets of the survey have
been not only to moderate, but to do away with those inequalities, which were as
notorious as they were oppressive.

181. The measurce adopted by Colonel Macleod was considered to approximate
nearly to the measurg uséd when the country was first surveyed under the
Vizianugar Government, [t was considered by the inhabitants to be a fair measure,
and except in somoe instances whero short measuro was dealt out to the ryots, I
have not heard that any complaints were made against it.- It is fair therefore to
suppose that the excess of land discovered by the survey or tho difference which
was found to exist between the number of maumool, and survey Bullas arose from

- the frauds ‘committed by the Curnums (Karnams), and inhabitants in Tippoos time.

The excess of land therefore was fairly taxable. ‘

182, Co]onel Macleod and Mr. Garrow have both expressed an opiniou to this
offect I am sorry that a loose phrase of mine should have led the Board to draw
conclusions ndverse to it.” Ag for as my infor matxou goes, the opinion was a
p(,rfc,ct]y just one, and certainly in stating that “in many  instances, the ryots had

“‘short measure dealt out to them * it was by no means my intention to bring mto
question the general accuracy of the survey.

183. I have not the letter by me in which that exprossion is used, but if ‘my
memory sw\'c% me right, it was on the occasion of comparing the survey of ,the 2
divisions of CmmbatOOr (Coimbatore). The survey or measurement of the Jands
in the Southern Division having beon made by the Curnums (Knruamsj and
Mbonigars, they continued almost upon all oceasions to make the maumool Bulla.

agree with survey Bulla, altho’ the measure used by Mr. Hurdis and by
Colonel Macledd agreed exactly. ’ -

[ ]
.

184, To révert again to tho "effects of the survey it will, be seen upon reference

to the 2 vnllages given as examples by Me. Garrow, that in 1 village, all” the

assessmonts upon all the lands were lowered, and notwithstanding the increase in

the number of survey Bullas, the total revenue of the village was lowered 44
per cent. In the other village whera the survey encreased (increaged) the numbar
of Bullas still moro considerably, the field assessments were reduced, and the
total revenue was raised only in'a slight dogree above the revenue of fusli 1209.
The tendency of the survey being considerably to enhance the revenue of this
vnllage—-and in consequence the actual collectxous of fusli 1209 were not judiciously

-~ brought into ch‘eck it, and tho raveius was not suﬂt'arcd to grow much bey ond that

standard. . ‘

.

. 185, Under the Native Government, mequalmes in ’he land assessments, weré .
compuatxvely of littls consequence, b_ecause the’ Gov\nment, had the power of -
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couniry, and above all 1ts almost inaccessible situation, had prevented any attempt
“being made to explore it until the year 1813, when the attempt was made and
successfully cxerted by the Assistant Collectors Messers. Whish and Kindersley.

equalizing (cqualising) the paymonts of ryots by extra assessments, or of making
ryots pay according to their maxas instead of according to the value of their lands.
But all these practices wero to cease under the British Government, the Circar

demand was to be confined to the land, it became necessary thercfore to equalize . 192, They discovered at the computed height of from 8 to 10,000 feet above
foqualise) the tax, to make the lands that hal been frandulently exempted or had ilio lovel of the sea, a fertile region extending from east to west about 40 or 90
been unequally assessed pay their proper proportion of the public demand: miles, and from north to south less than 20—thinly popula.ted free from jungie,

186. If the cffscts of the swrvey had been in some instances to double t]w some parts of the lands cultivated with ‘greab care ¢ und bearing 2 crops in & soas:m,
payments of the ryots, it would have heen no proof at all ol cxcessive assessment, of wheat, barley, pappics, peas, millet, ete., and blessed with a chmate wnusuaily
unless it could be first shewn that the lands werve paying at the time of the survey tempemtc and healthy.
all that they ought to have heen paid. It was absolutely nccessary to rpisc the 5. 1 have had occasion to visit this part of the country twice within the
assessments upon tho lands in villages when they were notoriously underassessed, the pro\ont year, and feel great satisfaction 1m confirming to their full extent, the
and wheré extra payments had been lovied by the Native Government to make up accounts which had been [ncvxously given of the comntry by Messers. Whish and
for the deficient payments for the lands, beeauso all such extra payments were to Kindersley.

‘eease after the completion of the survey. 194, The therometer during the months of January and February (and

187. Unhappily for the people say the Board in their l’roc('\.cding.\', il chanced irobably in November and December also) stand after below the Freczing POi".t’
to bo Coloncl Macleod’s opinton that the Sulian’s Bariz (Beriz) tho never realized = and scidom rises as high as 70, In this month May, one of the hottest perhaps m
by his managers had a considerable degree of affinity to what e resources of the the year in all parts of Hindostan and the Deckon, the range of the. tlicrmometor
country uwnder good management might be hronght to vield. during the day is from 34 to 74, in the shade, and not more than 84 1 the Sun at

158 Inoostating that this Baviz (Beriz) was never realized, it 18 probable noon.

Colonel Macleod meant, that it never found its way into the public treasury. Buat 195. Having myself passed all the winter and some of the summer wmenths at the
whatever may have been his meaning here, it is ot probable that ho would liave - Isle of France, aud a short time at the Cape, 1 can speak [rom ‘oxperlence and
hazarded an opinion of this nature cupon slight cronnds.  No man  was wmore with cortainty of the Nilgerries (Nilgiris) being more cold, equal and dry, and T
competent, 1o form a corvect judgement on snbjects  of this  kind  than really believe more healthful, than the climates of those places.

Colonel  Macleod, he spared no pains to gain_ information, and from the intimato 106, Tt appears right, that Government should know of the existence of such
acqurintance which be bad witit all the transactions of Tippoo’s Durbar, and his a country, that within a” distance of 400 miles from the Predidency, they possess
personal knowledge of iy of his principal officers, there appears great veason thousands of acres of fertile #nil clear from jungle, upon which o\"ory Kuropean as
o helieve, thav e ~poke aulvisediy when he said not that the country was then able “well as trepieal production would grow situnted in a climate, s0 temperate thab
to yield the amonut of hp;mo.s bariz (heriz) hut that the country possessed Furopeans nugit labor ont of doors, with impunity from the greator part of the
resources, which under good management might be bronught nearly to yield that day abonuding in ranges of pastare for cattle. and possessing inexhaustible \prhf's
anount.  Tvis enly justice to Colonel Macleod's mem ory to state that events have of the finest water.

pro\ﬂ( d his opinion to be just one,  The eountry has flonrished, aud is Bourishing

1970 T'ventare to state  with some confidence, becaseo my opinion is backed by
under his survey ad o osessments, they are lower than the assessments of iny other

tuat of a scientific gentleman who s well calenlated 1o form a correct judgement.,

R AL Vet e !“ V¢ e ( Ty > . 1 n L e T e N
province under the Madeas Government, and  with a very few exceptions as A upon such subjeets and who has recently explored the country with me thatil is so

moderate ax they need me, or as Mr. Thackeray has stated “in ceneral so low that gy g : : . '

A , 3 st : i osu cireumstance qth reea O €01 nate a ater, as NSWEe For
“ oy pyol will mot fake womoderately assessed field unless he vots '“‘ ther ur ter stanced with ICglrd‘ f. L el . i water, as to ensige 2 favorable
a ryot will not Eake wmoderately axsessed field unless he gets another upon terms result to almost any  speculation that might be underiaken with prudence and
xeeedingly favourable.” . i’ g b ) S
exceedingly favo _ _ judgement, cither for the eultivation of scaree and valsable products, the rearing
139, The great decideratum in Coimbatoor (Coimbatore) 1s n revenue system

of cattle; or for the manufacture ot silk,  VBut the principal feature in the whole
which shall free the rvots from the undue interfercuce of intermediato agents (é all ’

s the discovery mthese latitndes of o ddimate al once eold, éqmﬂ and healthv,
descriptions whether Tahxildars, Sherstabidars, or renters. Tho lease scttlement ’

proposed by Mv. Thackeray and sanctioned by the Board will supply this, and relieve

. ' . . ! - have the hovor 1o b(’,
the rvote from many otiicr eppressions, to which they are now subject.-

. . o : : 4 with much respect,
190. I mav not he out of placs 4 motice here what really 8may be called the ' !

recent discovery of a very intevesting, and in somo respeets nmportant part of the . . :
Cotmbatoor (Coimbatore) rev enue, . Py . ’ ‘1""“_ o h)m\ i n“r)xt obedient sevvant,

191. [ alluce io the inountaimons re gion wlnch xepa.mtm Coimbatore proper
from Wyuaud and Malaba$, which is commoyly known hy the name of the Nilgerry

(Nilgiri) mountain.  The igclemency and repeated insalubrity of the climate of this

Geatlemoen,

. SULLLVAN,
(/()//(’"(‘l)l

Coimbatore, )
20th May 1819,
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