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PREFACE.

THE Annals of the East-India Company, from their
Establishment in 1600, to the Union of the London
and English East-India Companies, in 1707-8, form
a subordinate branch of the political and commercial
History of England, and will unfold the rise and

progress of the greatest commercial Association, which

has appeared in any country, or in any age.

The evidence upon which this Review of East-
India Affairs has proceeded, has been drawn from
documents preserved among His Majesty’s Archives,
in the State-Paper Office, and from the Records of
the Company, in the Indian Register Office; and,

g being printed under the authority of the Honorable
Court
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Court of Directors, is submitted to them, to the
Proprietors of East-India Stock, to the Legislature,
and to the Public. ) |

| The events which this branch of commercial
History ascertains, will explain the basis of the
East-India Company’s Rights, under their Charters
and of the Rights acquired during the early periods:
of their exclusive privileges of trade; and the know-
ledge of them may be useful to the Legislature,
when these privileges shall again become a subject
for. deliberation and decision, and tend to fix the
opn.lions of the Public, on a question of great
national importance.

In the INnTrRODPUCTION are traced the rise and
progress of the Portuguese and Datch establish-

m X i
ents 1n the East-Indies; the leading characters:

of. the Asiatic Sovercignties in the countries
Wlt}.]in the limits assigned to the London East-
Indxz.t Company; and the political and commercial
relations, between England and the Maritime Powers
of Europe, during the period when the direct trade,

between

_tries in which the London Eas

PREFACE v
between England and the East-Indies, was first
attempted and established.

Cuarrer L will comprehend the rise and pro-
ess of the London East-India Company, from the
Charter of Queen Elizabeth, in 1600, to the Restora-
tion of their Charter, by King Charles 1L, in 1660-61;
and will afford proofs of the enterprize and perseve-

rance of this Company, In forming a valuable trade
to the realm, and n preserving that trade, under

the shifting and depressed aspects of the English

Government.

gar

after tracing the po]itical and com-

* Cuarter IL,
ation,

ons of England, from the Restor
in 1688-80, and the

in the coun-

mercial relati
in 1660-61, to the Revolution,
Indian Sovereignties,

t-India Company had

f trade, will discover,

events affecting the

established Factories, or seats O

in a similar manner, the perseverance of this Com-

g their trade and privileges, and

pany, in maintainin
to extend the

their expensive and hazardous efforts,

commerce and navigation of the realm.

CHAPTER
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Cuarrer 111, after rcfcrring to the political and
ccmmercial relations of England, from 1038-89, to
1707-8, will discover the sources and characters of
the successive speculations for

separate trade, which termin

an open, and for a

ated in the establishment
of a Second, or the English, Fast-

India  Company;
and will bring under notice,

the facts which satisficd
the Legislature, and the Public, of the

entrusting the East-India trade,

nag

necessity of
to the exclusive ma-
ement of the United Company of Merchants of
England trading to the East-Indjes.

To the Annals of each of these periods are sub-

Joined Results, 3ﬁr0f(ling, from authentic evidence, tlre

progressive aspects of  the Comp

any’s Rights, under
their Charters, to thejr F

actorics and Settlements, ac-
quired by authorized purchase,

N

or by grants from the
ative Princes and States; and of the Rights confer -
red on them by the Legislature,

valuable privileges of trade.

Company,

and enjoyed as
These real Rights of the
under their successive Charters, have been
known, in thejr proccedings at home and abroad, un-

der the general description of “ Degd Stock,” opposed

to

PREFACE. vil

to the large amounts vested in India Stock, in Ship-
0 I

ing, in Exports, and in Imports, known under the
ng,

p : B RL
opposite description of “ Quick Stock.

For more than a century, or from 1707-8 to the

¢ time, the East-India Company %)ave been
Presen' d. by a series of Acts of the Legislature, to
reczgzlzr;; pZoperty in their Chartered Rights, .Whi(':h
and with succession; though it will

hav

Zr:inpelzget;:)il,the wisdom of Parliament to decif,
vfhether their exclusive privileges, founde(.l on 1t lfi
solid basis of the experience of two Centurle‘s, sha
longed to them, or whether they must give way

ro .
vep ded, or to specious, but hazardous, theories
O s

to expl
of commercc,

-

In submitting this Work to the Honorable th‘e

. rectors and Proprietors of the East-India

embrace this opportunity to express my

i Earl

knowledgements to the Right Honor.able the Ear

a: r;?' ool (late His Majesty’s Principal Secretary
of Liverp

f State for the Home Department) for his permis=
O ate

 information as could be col-
lected

Courts of Di
COmpaHYs I

sion to connect suc
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lected from the Statc Papers, with that which has
been preserved in the Records of the Honorable East-

India Company.

[ have, also, to cxpress my obligations to M.
Jackson, the Keeper of the Indian Register Office,
from whom I have received the most valuable com-
munications ; and to Mr. Lemon, of the State-Paper
Office, who, from his facility in reading and tran-
scribing ancient Manuscripts, has afforded me important
assistance in the cxamination of the numerous Docu-

ments on which this work has been founded.
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INTRODUCTION.

PRELIMINARY DISSERTATION -ON THE RISE AND PROGRESS

OF THE INTERCOURSE OF THE EUROPEAN MARITIME

NATIONS WITH THE EAST-INDIES.

CONTENTS.
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"THE Commerce between
earliest ages, been carried on by a spect
tion and of land carriage,

the eastern spices and stuffs were
nd thence diffused, by the traders of the

nean;

ports of that sea, a
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Free States of Italy, over the rest of Europe.
Towards the close of the fifteenth century, discoveries

had been

tronomy,

rapidly making in mathematics,

Asia and Europe had, from the
es of mixed naviga-

to the shores of the Mediterra-

embarked at the

physics, and as-

and the results from them had produced those arts

which facilitate distant navigation —Hence

covered America to Spain,
the Cape of Good Hope
the peninsulu of India;

the hitherto unexplored tracts
the Eastern Islands and wi-h China.

s which the Portuguese flecets brought

ast-Indies, and the riches with which the

the trade with

The valuable cargoe

to Europe from the E

sales of

lowered the pri

in the Indian Sc

them filled the treasury of the
ce of eastern commodities in th

B2

Columbus dis-

and Vasco de Gama, by doubling
(1497), the circuitous navigation to

and subsequently, by the same arts,

as, which opcned

great Emanuel,
e Italian markets,

and

Ancientcom-
mercial In-
tercourse be=
tween Europe
and the East-
Indies.

Moderncom-
mercial [a-
tercourse be-
tween Europe
and the East-
Indies.

Iinmediate
effects of the
Discoveries
of the Portu-
gaese «n Ine

dian Trade:
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fmd Crcatcd.fz spirit  for distant navigation and commerce,
‘”“0"{-‘,; the rising maritime states in the north of Europe.
N ?}V]lcn the Portuguese, by their perseverance and  skill,
‘chlu“‘ed scats of trade and dominions on the East and West
L(?(Tbts. of. the peninsula of India, they found it necessary to
C:t«'lljllsll guards at their factories, hoth to protect the districts
which had been ceded to them, and the commercial privileges
from th acquired from the Native Powers, partly
e magnitude of their purchases, and partly from the

lmpression ir s 1 i1
p of their superior military and naval skill.

which they had

By this .
S me . .
e ty“ cans, for more than a century, they engrossed
< S e w v of ..
hole of the Asiatic trade, depressed the ancient

limited
ed  commerce of {he )
erce of the ltalian Republics, and continued

undisturbed, | 1 '
» both in  their commerce, and in their Asiatic

possessions, by the rvivalchi
Tl " .);thb rivalships of the other European nations.
1€ Clvl war .
S lll ‘ . Y gyt . *
the com ‘ he Netherlands, which depressed
nerce of Antwerp,

of the Unite 1
¢ United Provinces ;

created that of the States General
and, towards the close of the

sixteenth centur .
century, induced the Dutch to make several bold,

f}lOU(]]l
£h unsuccess . .
essful, attempts to discover a north-cast passage,

')y sea, t .
' O ],lldl' : Ny . .
) a and to China. This disappointment did not

d(‘prcgs @ DeC
; €O ]e
charact ] }1) » Who, though slow, were persevering in their
*haracter: —the . . !
fects, in 1595 Y, therefore, successively equipped considerable
AR 230 3¢ . . ,
» 1598, and 1602, which doubled the Cape of

Good 1
ope, an S T
fom l , and notmthatandmg the opposition they l'X])erieuccd
heir enemics (for Spa: _ s
wnited) | ¢s (for Spain and Portugal were at this time
rought home that wealily
b

which formed one of the

resourees
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resources for maintaining those fleets and armies, which

were destined to uphold their independence in Europe.
By these enterprizes they acquired, not only a share of the
trade, but made conquests of several of the Portuguese settle-

ments in India, and thus (during the union of Portugal with

Spain) became the rivals,

Portuguese power in Asia.
The political and commercial connexion between England

had subsisted for centuries, and the

and, ultimately, the subverters of the

and the Low Countries,

successive Kings of England had uniformly protected the degrees

of independence whic
of Burgundy enjoyed ; and, by this policy, kept open the commer-
between this realm, the

hthe Seventecn Provinces, and the House

cial exchanges, on a large scale,
Netherlands, and the Hanseatic League, more particularly with
the city of Antwerp.

the reigns of Charles V, and Francis I, the political
s to create and maintain a balance between

During
object of England wa

the greater powers on the con
cial object was, to preserve the intercourse between England and

the ports of the Netherlands, considered to be the inlets to the

tinent of Europe ; and the commer-

trade of Germany.
At the accession of Queen Elizabeth, the whole of the

Netherlands were subject to the crown of Spain; and it was

the immediate interest of that wise sovereign to favor, according
that crown, or the crown of France, that the

to circumstances,
be in that scale into

preponderance might, upon all occasions,
hich she might throw her influence. By this line of conduct

w
the

(11
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thc Qll('e]l plﬂ‘(‘ i > 3 W ons a"d
. Cted the lnde])(,nden(?(, Of hel‘ own domini
7y

kept ope i
thp pen the commercial communications of her subjects with
e South and North of Europe.

Connected wi : .
d with this policy were the peculiar circumstances

u d . . .
nder which Queen Elizabeth was placed, both at home and

abroad : — at L
home, she was the head of the Protestant interest,

ar
and had to depress the rivalships

to protect the Protest

for her crown; abroad, she had

and in fhe Ned ant religion, both in the north of Germany,
med he Netherlands, where the Protestants held the more

mediate ) _ ant: :
e ¢ commercial relations with her subjects. It is, perhaps
1s view of the s . A ) Sy
¢ Queen’s policy which has deservedly assigned to

her th
g e charace .
aracter of one of the wisest sovereigns .
reigns, who, n any

age, has wicld
(e 2 ~
d the sceptre of these realms; for, besides

i t l( ] Y
o) 1 g

the one t
W 4] l)e oy
paramount to the other, she encouraged those

internal check .
cks o .
n their government, which diverted their atten-

ti()n ﬁ- ;
om schem .
es of aggrandizement, and more particularly

to 1 . -
o fo terrupt the tranquillity of her own kingdoms,
0 obstruct the resources

tfrom attempts

from which she drew the wealth,

by whic
ich she w; c o
£ 1S t aings
as to maintain her naval and military nnportancc.

This outli ' ’ 1
o itline of th.c Queen’s policy very early led to a secret,
! (as will be explained in the
which she formed with the
Netherlands. h

sequel) to the open alliance

Seven United Provinces of the

The whole of the Seventeen P
at first,

rovinces of the Netherlands,

by ma
nl et dutif
¥y tiful mcans, endeavoured to obtain

from Phili .
llll thelr ol
P> sovereign, the acknowledgement of their civil,

as

INTRODUCTION.

as well as of their religious privileges; but, after his violence
had kindled a civil war, and, particularly when that violence
had depressed the commerce of Antwerp, and driven its mer-
chants and its trade from this emporium, either to the Dutch

Netherlands, or to England, the alliance between England and

the States General became indispensable to both.
The industrious and brave Dutch were, at this crisis, directed

the talents of the great Princes of Orange : their leaders

by
therefore, taught them to rely on the

and their inclination,
protection of England. The Queen, thus, connected the liber-

ties of the Dutch with the independence of her own dominions;

and, by a provident foresight, decided, that should the whole of

the Seventeen Provinces be reduced to absolute submission to the

that crown would obtain, not only the means

crown of Spain,
but could obstruct, if

of overbalancing the power of France,
not finally destroy, the commercial intercourse between England
and the Netherlands, and Germany ; prevent the sales of her
most valuable exports, made up of English staples or manufac-
or the re-exportation of foreign merchandize ; and, at
ould place the trade of England under the control

which would thus become absolute

tures,
all events, W
of the crown of Spain,

sovereign of the Netherlands,
she might not any longer be able, either

and whose plan for an universal

monarchy, in lurope,

to keep in check by foreign connexions, or to depress by her

own naval or military means.
Besides the immediate politicul

hetween England and Holland, the spirit of commercial enter-
prize

and commercial relations
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INTRODUCTION.
rize had been i . o thi i
:imm - carr;;mg the English exchanges to other empo- o {)nto this trad: the I‘Eing}lllsh staple produce and manufactures
s in Europe. By treaties, as e: . ad been received ; and the returns were partly made up of
S, early as 1308, commercial ’ y P
and political relations. h: . ’ i - )
Portup l xlc)'lt relations- had heen formed with the crown of assortments of the produce oi tIh(:h countries at the different ports
al, bu . . in th i i :
. 'g , but, 1.nore particularly, during the century in which in the Levant, and ITartly of Indian produce, which had been
;E may be considered to have monopolized the trade to the brought by the ancient routes of the Red Sea, and of the
ast-If)dws, ® The trade, during this period, between the two Persian Gulf, and by land carriage, to the Italian Republics.
countries, consisted of assortments of Enelish d ' It therefore becomes a necessary preliminary, to introduce Historical in.
manufactured produce, sent to b I nglish staples an the annals of the London East-India Company with a disquisi- cf;::irrrgi&n:::
S RIS
produce, and a proportion of ijs(;: r:‘mg:'d[ o POI‘fllglucTe tion on the following subjects, that the whole of the circum- gglsdot}]fﬁ:up
. . ’ ¢ 'n  articles articular . . English East-
spices, which, at this period, were Las ? P . y stances which accompanied the rise and progress of the English Indian tr?:ite
of luxury ;—events which ¢ 011‘ d notu:e"i d; a I;rlnclpal 1:;‘th13 trade to the East-Indies may be brought to bear upon the annals, ?.i’é‘mif’“’°'
. ail of producing a desire o
in the » . d ive situations of the London East-Indi
I English nation to hecome the importers from the East- Zn on the successive s n
ndies, of commoditics ic . ) ompany. .
Circu.t, }mdm(‘s which they had hitherto obtained by %'rs); To bring under notice the rise and progress of the
itous merchandize., ISt 2=
" The knowleds Al Portuguese trade in Asia, from 1497, the date of its commence-
] ge, also, of the geography and of the navi- . . . its rivalshi
gation of these distant countr; ment, to 1660, as, during this period, its rivalship to the Dutch,
' st ‘ountries was dai i ) .. ey . ..
general, and the practicability of as_daily becoming more and its opposition to the English, involved its transactions in the
< C *ticabilt of ¢ i : . : i
was rendered more obvi { a direct trade to them East-Indies, with those of the London Company, in the coun-
’ > Obvious t 1 S 1 . . .
» though it was forescen, that in- tries to which their equipments were directed.

terference with itics 1
a political and commercial ally, in this ex- Second :—To review the rise of the Dutch East-India trade

clusive seat of their ereates ; ]
leir greatest trade, might lead to difliculties, from 1595, the chronology of which is so nearly coincident with

against which so wise o : .
provide @ sovereign as Queen Elizabeth had to that of the London East-India Company, that from the leading
' events in the progress of the Dutch, when they obtained settle-

ments and factories, and had a decided pre-eminence, both in
power and in Indian commerce, over the Portuguese and English,

we may have facts, from which to estimate the successive oppo-

The trade
ade to the Levant, also, had been early cultivated

by the Englis
ish, an ¢ . : .
ghsh, and had been the subject of negociation and

ing partly on a joint, and par
, partly on a separate stock, sitions with which the London Company had to contend.
Into VOL. I ¢ il

(1) —Rymer's Foedera, vol. iii, page 107.



10

8ketch of the
rise and pro-
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Third : —To take a general review of the sovereignties and
states within the limits of the East-India Company, not only at
the period when it was established, but to the accession of
Aurungzebe to the throne of Delhi, that we may ascertain the
diﬁiculties which the Londou Company had to encounter from
the Native Princes or States, in connexion with the rivalships of
the European maritime nations, who were dependent on the
fluctuations of power in India.

Fourth :—The knowledge of these subjects would form but
imperfect preliminaries to the annals of the London Company,
unless those annals shall be prefaced by a review of the political
or commercial relations of England with the Europcan maritime
states, participating in fhe East-India trade. It is in those rela-
tions, only, that we can trace the powers which the crown
!mssessed to grant authority to that body of its subjects, which
it incorporated as a commercial Company, to employ funds and
send equipments, to create a direct trade between England and
the East-Indies ; or the relief which it could afford them, under
the successive aggressions of the maritime nations, having trade
f)r settlements within the limits of the London Company. The
information on this interesting subject will be drawn from origi-
nal public documents, in the series of years from the reign of
Queen Elizabeth, to the restoration of the monarchy under
King Charles II.

I. The Portuguese, in 1497, under Vasco de Gama,
doubled the Cape of Good Hope, and having navigated along
the Coast of Mozambique, reached Melinda, where, by the

aid

INTRODUCTION. 11

aid of an Indian pilot, they crossed the Indian Sea, and arrived g}e Eiﬁf:ﬁ:
» 1€5,
at Calicut, on the Malabar Coast, on the 18th May 1498 O, the vnion of

the crowns of
after a profitable traffic, this fleet returned, by 2P

ain and

from which port, ortugal.

the same route, to Lisbon, in September 1499.

‘The discovery of this new trade, by a navigation, long
indeed ‘and circuitous, compared with ancient routes, offered
the means of acquiring riches, by imports of large quantities of
Indian produce, hitherto considered in Europe as administering
rather to the luxurv of courts, than to the luxury of nations :
A new scene of mdustry and adventure was thus disclosed,
and the nation which exclusively possessed it, did not cal-
culate more on riches in imagination, than on riches, and on
power combined with them, which it acquired in reality.

The difficulties which the Portuguese had experienced in
their first adventure, from the jealousies which the native
powers felt against strangers, at the ports which they had visited,
particularly those of the Zamorin, on the Malabar Coast, in-
duced them, in their second voyage to India, in March 1501,
to send out thirteen vessels, and fifteen hundred soldiers, under
the command of Don Alvarez Cabral. &

In this voyage Cabral discovered and settled the Brazils,
from which he proceeded to the Coast of Mo;,ambique, and
thence to Calicut, where he established the first Portuguese

C2 factory

(1)—Histoire des Découvertes et Conquestes des Portugais, par Lafitau, vol. i, page

124.—— Sousa Oriente Conquestado, page 2.
(2)—Histoire des Découverteset Conquestes des Portugais, par Lafitau, vol.i, page157.
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factory in India, though in a short time it was destroyed. ™
From this place he extended his trade to Cochin, Coulan, and
Cananore, and then returned to Europe, and, in the homeward
passage, discovered the Island of St. Helena. ®

The Portuguese having discovered the passages to the East-
Indies and to South America, their equipments were enlarged, in
proportion as the certainty of the returns increased.

Following the fleets, however, which went with Vasco de
Gama, in his second voyage, in 1502, consisting of a squadron
of twenty sail, we find, that after endeavouring to bring the
Zamorin to terms at Calicut, he formed an alliance with the
kings of Cananore and Cochin, to defend them against the
Zamorin, whom they had acknowledged as their superior lord,
on condition, that these lesser chiefs should grant establishments.
at their ports, and privileges of trade to the Portuguese. He
then returned to Lisbon, in 1503. ®

The next Portuguese fleet proceeded in 1503, with the
object of commerce only, and to blockade the two gulfs; but Al-
phonso Albuquerque, who commanded the detachment of this
fleet sent to the Malabar Coast, found that the Zamorin had
made war on the king of Cochin, in revenge for his having
entered into an alliance with the Portuguese.

Albuquerque landed his small force at Cochin, defeated the
Zamorin, and obtained permission to erect a fortress at that port,
the first which the Portuguese had in India, and which may be

considered
(¥)—Lafitau, vol. i, pages 157 to 168.

(2)-Ibid.l‘llll.'.t..lll72_'181.

INTRODUCTION.,

considered as the real foundation of their power in the East-
Indies ;—he then concluded a treaty with the Zamorin, re-
established the Portuguese factory at Calicut, settled a trade at
Coulan, and a factory at St. Thomé, and returned to Portugal in
1504, leaving Don Edward Pacheco to defend these establish-
ments. O v

These events induced the King of Portugal to equip a large
fleet, in 1505, and to send out Don Francis Almeida, to re-
side in India, as viceroy. The first object of this officer, on his
arrival, was to compel the chiefs of different Indian ports to
receive a factory and garrison in them, and to deliver the pro-
duce, at such prices as the Portuguese might fix, particularly
at Onore and Batticolo, which belonged to the King of Visia-
pore ; he next concluded a treaty with the chiefs of Onore
and Cananore, where he built forts; thence he went to Cochin,
where he established a king under the protection of the crown of
Portugal. @

For a considerable time the objth of this viceroy was
to form alliances with the lesser chiefs, or kings, on the
Malabar Coast, who hitherto had acknowledged a dependency
on the Zamorin, with the view of establishing the Portuguese in
the country of this chief.

In the year 1506, a fleet of sixteen vessels was sentfrom
Lisbon, under Tristian I’Acunha and Alphonso Albuquerque,
with the object of establishing the Portuguese power on the

Coast

(1)—Lafitau, vol. i, pages 108 to 223.
(2)—Ibidee,.,.. reatrass 266 — 280.

13
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Coast of Africa, so as to command the navigation of the Red
Sea, and to exclude the Indian traders from it. The former of
those officers having effected this object, arrived on the Malabar
Coast, and assisted the viceroy, Almeida, in reducing the
Zamorin; the latter directed his course to the Persian Gulf,
and took possession of the Isle of Ormus, in September 1507,
where he built a citadel, with the object of obtaining the com
mand of the Persian Gulf: the Portuguese conceiving that,
by these measures, connected with their conquests on the Mala-
bar Coast, they could engross the whole of the trade, and ac-
quire considerable territories on the coast of India. ®

This island, however, in a short time (though the citadel
was occupied by the Portuguese garrison) revolted, and Albu-
querque failed in reducing it, from a mutiny in his fleet, his
officers having, without his consent, sailed for Goa, to make
their complaints to Almeida. Albuquerque retired to Soco-
tora, @

At this juncture a new enemy appeared, in the Caliph of
Egypt, to dispute the,_sovereignty of the Indian seas with the
Portuguese. With great labour the materials for building a fleet
were brought from Alexandria to Suez; the flcet was equipped
and placed under the orders of Emir Hocem, who defeated the
Pox.‘tugjuese sqlfadron at Chaul, under the son of the viceroy.
o i e v, o b

] e Portuguese; the viceroy, how-

ever,

(1)—Lafitau, vol. i, pages 281 to 36g.
@)=Ibid........,........ 382.
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ever, collecting the Portuguese fleet, sailed along the coast, took
Dabul near Chaul, attacked and totally dispersed the Caliph’s
fleet, near Diu, in February 1509, and compelled him to make
peace with the Portuguese. It was in this situation of the Por-
tuguese affairs, that the celebrated Alphonso Albuquerque was
appointed to succeed Almeida, as viceroy of India. ®

Hitherto the Portuguese had met with no effectual opposition
on the continent of India; but Emanuel, King of Portugal,
appears to have been aware, that the extent of his Indian domi-
nions required a person of high rank, in his service, to defend
them, and to command his ships :—with this view, a fleet of
ﬁftéen ships and three thousand troops sailed, in 1509, under
the command of Don Fernando Coutinho, marechal of Portu-
gal, with instructions to co-operate with the viceroy

The first great operation was an attack on Calicut, toreduce
the Zamorin to dependence. The resistance was greater than
had been expected ; the marechal was killed, and the remainder
of the fleet took shelter at Cochin:—but their reception proved,

that the inhabitants at that port, though allies, had been rendered

such by fear only. Albuquerque, though wounded, was deter-

mined to retrieve the Portuguese character by some bold mea-
sure :—he therefore, in February 1510, attacked and made him-

self master of Goa, which he fortified, and rendered the seat of

the Portuguese power in the East. @
The loss of the Island of Ormus, though the citadel still

held out, in 1508, had created an alarm at Lisbon, and pro-
duced

(1)—Lafitau, vol. i, pages 385 to 432,
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duced orders t ‘
jects :—the de:tﬁ:;::ezz ut;to ngl yhhis whole force to three ob-
at the instigat; € iph’s fleet equippin
Ormus ;s:§:tlt(l): of the Zamorin ; the I'ECoVerqu;) }:hegI;;rslze(z);'
Albuquer uecatI;ture of Malacea, ©
evidently the (Iln os,t lougFl the two first of these objects were
consequence, that inpzssmg, ‘Considered the last to be of such
of Malacca., He set e-;irSt nstance he projected the conquest
and afterwards attacke:allw, accordingly, for Sumatra, in 1510,
ed by its King. Albu falacca, which was obstinately defend-
established the Portu querque, however, reduced the place, and
where he built a stroil:ieitalc)lz:ver :l that Jmpartant station, ®
vernment a > and introduced a regular go-
the Bandas ::;;Z:;erce’ ? and then detached threeg:hipsgto
the spice trade ; and thas’ to endeavour to obtain possession of
During his ab;en at the close of the year, he sailed for Goa.
siege from the nat'c ¢ from that place it had sustained a long
of the Portuguesel;e powers, but had been relieved by the arrival
The next ob'ec:et from Europe. ®
fleet in the Red SJea ’0;’1' }i,m effe(.ltual opposition to the Caliph’s
Seas, Albuquerfme’ tt should it pass thence into the Indian
attempted to accomplish, in 1512. This

project was, howey r d
) » however, frustrated, and Albuquerque ret
, eturne

t0 Goa
» Where he
endeavoured to strengthen the Portuguese
a e
pOWery
(1)—Lafitau, vol. ii, page 105,
(2) —Ibi
)=Ibid. .. ........... 106 to 128.
(3)—Ibid.......... 140
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power, by alliances with the Kings of Golcondah and Visiapore :
g the same object, he made repeated, but
¢ :—he, however, preserved
by dissolving the league

nd, in 1515, got posses-
of that

® Still prosecutin
ineffectual attacks on the Caliph’s flee
the Portuguese settlements in India,

between several of the native powers, a
sion of the Island of Diu, and attempted the recovery

of Ormus.®

In 1517, the Portuguese got possession of Point de Galle,
and afterwards of Columbo, and formed a treaty with the King
of Candy.® It wasat this juncture, that the Portuguese, from
having imprudently captured two ships belonging to Bengal, were
expelled from the commercial stations which they had been

to establish in that country.®
n 1518, and Don Diego Sequeira

from this period, the decline of

endeavouring
Albuquerque was recalled 1

; and,

India may be dated.

tion of Malacca with respect

atter country, which

appointed his successor
the Portuguese power in

In. consequence Of the situa
to China, a trade was attempted with the 1
failed of success. Malacca, however, was continnally experiencing
attacks from the Malay chiefs; the settlement at Columbo was
endangered by the attacks of the natives; and even Goa, itself,

was in a hazardous state, from the irresolution of the governor.
1 died, with the exception

Hence, in 1521, when the great Emanue
VOL. I. D of
(1)—Lafitau, vol. ii, page 203.
(@) —Ibids +oreneretttt 240 t0 250.
(3)—Ibid. oo eeeen et 298 — 304 .
() —Ibid soaveerereree 301.
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of the establishment of the Portuguese power at Diu, and of
their settlement at Chaul, nothing had been added to their posses-
sions after the recal of Alhuquerque.®)

Emanuel, King of Portugal, was succeeded, in 1521, by
John III, who appointed Don Edward Meneses governor of
India ; but no event of consequence occurred, during the govern-
ment of this viceroy, except an ineffectual attempt of the natives
to dislodge the Portuguese from the citadel of Ormus, and some
petty wars with the King of Acheen.®

It was at this time, that the Emperor Charles V. became
jealous of the Portuguese power in the Indiun Seas; and, in
1519, sent out the celebrated Magellan, who discovered the
westward passage to the East-Indies, by sailing through the:
straits at the southern extremity of America; and his fleet
having reached the Island of Tidore, in the Moluccas, left a few.
menon it, and, in 1521, returned to Europe. Itis not improba-
ble that this circumstance induced King John to send out, in
1524, the celebrated Vasco de Gama, with sixteen ships and
three thousand men, to consolidate that power in the East-
Indies of which he had been the founder.® He reached
Cochin, but died soon after his arrival, and was succeeded by
Don Henrique Meneses, who had come from Europe with
him.® The Portuguese, in the East-Indies, after the death of

Albuquerque,
(1)—Lafitau, vol. ii, pages 317 to 370.
(2)—Ibid. ... .... iipesus oun 1 — 26.
(3)—Ibid. ... vueveviennnn. 46 — 60.

(4)=Ibids 0uvrenvviennnns 64 — GO,
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Albuquerque, appear, notwithstanding the large reinforcements
sent to them from Europe, to have been rather employed in de-
fending the possessions they had acquired, than in extending their
power; for, at this juncture, they were besieged in the citadel
of Calicut, by the Zamorin, and notwithstanding the bravery
with ‘which it was defended, it must have fallen, had not the
vigeroy arrived to its relief. ® During the government of
Don Henrique Meneses, who died in 1526, and of his imme-
dmte successors, the principal occurrences were disputes almost
leading to revolts, between their servants, and the expulsion of
the Spaniards from Tidore and the Moluccas. These disputes
continued for several years, when the King sent Don Nugno
D’Acunha, in 1529, with eleven vessels and three thousand
troops, and with full power to restore order in the Portuguese
settlements, who found it necessary to arrest the governor and
his principal officers, and to send them prisoners to Lishon, that
he might re-establish tranquillity and regular government.®

- In 1530, the natives expelled the Portuguese from the
Island of Ternate. @ In 1531, the viceroy, with two detached
squadrons, burned the principal towns, from Diu to the Red
Sea; oue of his squadrons reduced Daman; and, by treaty
with the King of Cambaya, obtained possession of Bassein,
which he fortified, and, in 1536, built a strong citadel at
Diu, by permission of the King of Cambaya.®  In 1538, the

D 2 Grand
(1)—Lafitau, vol. iii, pages G6 to 94.
) R LT R R 100 — 211
(8)=Tbids v verrnearanes 221 — 238
(4)=Tbidisesreerivarennes 239 = 2806
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Grand Seignior fitted out a strong fleet from Suez, and besieged
Diu; but, after repeated assaults, was repulsed with loss. The
successive appointments of viceroys, and the large fleets and
increased number of military forces sent from Portugal to India,
fully evince the decline of their power, and that the inhabitants,
recovering from their first alarm, were acquiring that knowledge
of the art of war, which endangered the Portuguese settlements,
at which their oppressions had rendered the natives almost
desperate. ¢

In 1538, Don Garcia de Norogna was appointed viceroy,
and sailed with eleven vessels and seven thousand troops; but,
with the exception of raising the siege of Diu, and again form-
ing a treaty with the Zamorin, and equipping a fleet to act
against Suez, which miscarried, nothing memorable occurred,
till his successor, Don Martin de Sousa, arrived, in 1542,
whose character, for cruelty and avarice, little qualified him to
restore the Portuguese interests. With this governor, the cele-
brated Father Francis Xavier, the Jesuit missionary, arrived in
India, with the object of converting the natives to Christianity,
that the influence of the Church might more effectually reconcile
them to the Portugeuse government.

Don Martin de Sousa was recalled, in 1545, and succeeded
by Don Juan de Castro, during whose government the defence
of the Portuguese settlement at Diu, against the second siege
of that place by the King of Cambaya, in 1546, appears to be
the only transaction of importance ;® except his rebuilding the

' citadel,
(1)—Sousa Oriente Conquistado, page 19.

(2)—Lafitau, vol. iii, pages 300 to 512.
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citadel, after the siege.? He died in 1548, and was succeeded
by Doh Garcia de Su, who was, in the following year, succeeded
by Don George Cabral.® '

During the administration of Cabral, the Portuguese power
was declining rapidly, and, in 1550, Don Alphonso de Norogna
was sent out, with five vessels and two thousand men, to endea-

vour to retrieve it. The high expectations formed of this vice-

roy were not realized, his transactions being confined to an
ition to Ceylon, to support the interests of one of its
and obliging the Turkish fleet, which had taken Muscat,
to retire. In 1554, Don Pedro Mas-

exped
chiefs ;
and were besieging Ormus,

caregnas was appointed his successo

after his arrival, and was succeeded by Francisco Baretto, who held

the government for four years only :—though he sent out several

squadgons to extend the Portuguese acquisitions, they remained

as he had found them.®
In 1558, John, King of Portugal, died, and was succeeded

bastian. The Asiatic power of Portugal having declined,
Sebastian, on his

by Se - !
during the latter part of the preceding reign,
accession, determined to re-establish it, by appointing Don

Constantine Braganza, one of the royal family, to be viceroy,
and vesting him with the fullest authority. During the four

years of his administration, he appears to have directed his views

to the forming a factory, and building a fortress at Daman, and

to

(3)—Lafitaw, vol. iv, page 2..

2)=Ibid .. vnenrene pages 35 to 39.
(3)—Ibid. ... veineinnns 100 — 171,
()—Ibid. o ovearerenes 173 ~ 104

r.®)  This viceroy died soon
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to the reducing the King of Jafnapatam to be tributary, and
building a fort at Manaar.

In 1562 he was recalled, and Don Francis Coutigno
appointed viceroy; but neither he, nor his successor, Don An-
tonio de Norogma, effected any change, except the taking of
Mangalore, and building a fortress for its protection.

In 1560, Don Louis D’Ataidé revived the Portuguese
power, and placed it on a more solid basis than it had been since
the death of Albuquerque. He reduced Onore and Barcelore,
and formed alliances with the native powers in the Decan.

;Elléecxm of ' The quick successions of viceroys exposed the vigorous
%ﬁi‘iﬂgi?‘fhe efforts of one, to the errors of his successors, particularly during

souree of the the administration of Baretto, from 1574 to 1576, and during
aill ot the

Portuguese  that of Don Diego de Meneses, to 1579. At this last juncture,

trade and
power in the When the Portuguese power had almost been dissolved, Don

Hast-Indies. Louis D’Ataid¢ was sent out a second time to be viceroy. Though
he lived only one year, by his exertions he restored vigor to the
government in India; but dying in 1580, the same year in which
King Sebastian was killed at the battle of Larache, in Africa,
the crown of Portugal was annexed to that of Spain, and the
Portuguese interests, in India, left to their fate ;—for they ceased
to be the principal object of attention to that sovereignty in
Europe, which had created them. ®

It would be unnecessary to trace beyond these their first
establishments, the situation of the Portuguese power in the
East, after their union with Spain, in 1580, under Philip II,

an

(1)—Lafitau, vol. iv. pages 200 to 388.
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an event which damped their national character and spirit of
adventure, and, in a great measure, expatriated the Portuguese in
Asia, from the Portuguese in Europe, now forming only a depen-
dency on the crown of Spain. From this period, except obtain-
ing possession of the Island of Macao, in 1586, as a station for
the China trade, no event occurred, beyond the defences which
they were obliged to make against the Dutch equipments, till.
Portugal again became, in 1640, a separate kingdom :—an enu-
meration, therefore, of the Portuguese possessions in the East-
at the period when the London Company obtained its
Grst charter, which precluded them from interference with Euro-
pean powers in amity with the Queen, will give an obvious
view of the difficulties which the first English equipments had to
in opening a direct trade between England and the

Indies,

experience,

L

East-Indies.
Following, therefore, a geographical line, we find the Por- g:}t:riﬁs;

\ L centur 0S- and trade in
at the commencement of the seventeentl Y> pOs- and irade

tuguese, £ M »
. %, O uscat, Indies, at the
sessed of the ports which have been enumerated, vt ) e, ot e

in Arabia; of the Island of Ormus, at the entrance of the Gulf the seven-

. teenth cene
of Persia, and of Bussora, at its extremity; of the forts of Diul, tary:
b

on the Indus, and of Diu, in the Guzerat ; of a fortified factory, ,
at Daman; of the town and castle of Chaul, and of a factory at
Dabul; .» (;f the city of Bassecin, the Island of North -Salset.te,
and the town of Tannah; of the town and fort of Goa, which
they fortified and made the centre of th
of a factory at On

and of the town of Calicut; of a
factory

eir commerce and the

; ore, at Barcelore, at
seat of their power;

Mangalore, at Cananore,
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factory at Cranganore, and of the port of Cochin, which they had
fortified; of a factory at Coulan, at Quiloa, and at Taccatra;
stations which obtained for them the exclusive command of the
trade on the whole of the Malabar Coast. They had also (as has
already been observed) established themselves on the Coast of
Ceylon, and fortified Jafnapatam. On the Coromandel Coast,
they had stations at Negapatam, Meliapore or St. Thom¢; and
though it does not appear that they had been allowed to fortify
their factories in Bengal, they had established commercial
stations, or houses of trade, in that province. They had also
factories, or liberty of trade, at Pegu, and traded up the river
Martaban, a station at Junkselon ; and had taken possession of,
and fortified, the town of Malacca, considering this station
to be of the utmost importance, as commanding the straits
between the Indian and Chincse Seas. They do not seem to
have made establishments of any consequence on the Islands of
Sumatra, orJava; and this circumstance, perhaps, accounts for
those islands being first resorted to by the Dutch and by the

London East-India Companies. ®
The conquests of the Dutch, the avowed enemies and the
opponents of the Portuguese in the East (the Portuguese settle-
ments not being reinforced by naval, or military aids), had been
so rapid and successful, that they were enabled, in 1635, to ex-
pel them from the Island of Formosa, which seemed a favorable
station for commerce with China. At this juncture, also, the
Dutch fitted out a fleet, and sent forces from Batavia to Ceylon,
and

(1)—Sousa, Oriente Conquistado,~— Lafitau, &c.

- ledge of the facts regarding t
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and succeeded, in 1638, in expelling the Portuguese from that

island, and thus engrossed the trade in cinnamon, and in the

finer spices of the Moluccas and Bandas ; an event which, com-

bining great gains from monopoly, with jealousies of the other

European powers, particularly the English, will be found to

have been the source of many struggles in India, betwcen these

maritime powers, at the time when their common interests in

Europe were strictly uniting them.

Portugal, in 1640, became again a separate sovereignty ;
but the adventurous spirit of this distinguished people had been
their union with Spain, and though again an indepen-
it did not possess resources to recover-its an-
East-Indies. Having been driven by the

Dutch, in 1641, from Japan, and, in a few years afterwards, from
most of their other settlements in the East-Indies, though they
had expelled the Dutch from the Brazils, Portugal and Holland
compromised their reciprocal losses and deva.ntage.S, and, by
treaty, in 1661, agreed to ratify their respective 1:1ghts.1n t'he East-
Indies. and in America, on the basis of the Uti possidetis. .

| T’his outline of the Portuguese progress has l.)e.en brought
down to the period when the London Company’s privileges were

renewed, on the restoration of King Charles II, that a kr.low-
he principal European nations,

to illustrate the do-

broken by
dent kingdom,
cient power in the

. . . P ve
having interests in the East, may Se€T

mestic oppositions which the Company had to meet, and to

d when the government of Great Britain was

resist, at the perio
E . convulsed,

VoL. 1.

1§, ~——— n's
(1)—Lafitan, Histoire des Découvertes et Conquestes des Portugais. Anderso,

History of Commerce, vol. ii, page 464,

The separa-
tion of the
crowns of
Spain and
Portugal, not
an event
which reviv-
ed or restored
the trade and
power of the
Portuguese in
the East-
Indies.
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convulsed, and, for a time, overset by republican licentiousness
in an age when speculative principles of liberty were buoyed up
by misguided religious enthusiasm.

IL—TIt will be proper to review the risc of the Dutch
East-India Company, from 1595 (the chronology of which so
nearly coincided with that of the London East-India Com-
pany), that from the leading events in the progress of the
Dutch, when they obtained trade and factories, and had a decid-
ed pre-eminence, both in power and in Indian commerce, over
the Portuguese and English, we may have facts from which to
estimate the successive oppositions with which the London East-
India Company had to contend,

Portugal became a dependency of Spain in 1580, at the
period when the civil wars in the Low Countries commenced,
which must be dated from the Union of the Seven Provinces, at
Utrecht, in 1579 . —it was, therefore, the obvious policy of Philip
II. to exclude his revolted subjects in the Netherlands, from inter-
course with the Portuguese scttlements in the East-Indies. This
prohibition, instead of depressing the adventurous spirit of the
Hollanders, who had become acquainted with the large gains of
the Portuguese, in the spice trade, had the opposite effect.
The Dutch, previously to this event, had made several unsuc-
cessful attempts to discover a north-cast passage to the East-
Indies; but, at the close of the sixteenth century, when the
great Prince Maurice guided their councils, as well as their
cnterprizes, they redoubled their efforts to open a trade with

the East-Indies.

Houtman,

INTRODUCTION.

Houtman, a native of Holland, who had made several
voyages to India, in Portuguese ships, was confined at this time, -
for debt, at Lisbon. This navigator offered to the merchants of
Amsterdam, if they would remit a sum sufficient to procure his
release, that he would conduct a fleet by the Cape of Good Hope,

and introduce his countrymen to the Indian commerce. Hout-

man sailed in 1595, with - four ships, and arrived at Bantam,

where the Portuguese were at war with its king: and for the
. ch he afforded to this chief, he obtained liberty

the first which the Dutch had in the East-
hips richly

assistance whi
to build a factory, \
Indies, and returned to Europe with three of his s
laden with spices and other Indian p1:0duce.<’> . .

The success of Houtman produced several associations In
the Netherlands, which, in 1597, were formed. into what was
termed ¢ The Society for Trade to distant Countries.” Van Neck,
in 1598, sailed with a fleet, and strengthened the Dutc'h factory
at Bantam. In the same year, Warwyk, with four ships, com-

menced the spice trade at Amboyna and Ternate, and Heem-

skeerk, with seven ships, at the Bandas :—Van Noord establish-
al stations on the peninsula of India:—In

in Sumatra ; and Van
as did Spilbergen

ed also commerci

1599, Van Carden had a similar success

Neck opened a trade with the Coast of China,

in the following year, with Ceylon.® |

E2 In

(1)—Valentyn, Oost Indien, vol. i, page 171.—Nicuwe Beschryving, vol. i, page 6.
—Richesse de la Hollande, vol. i, page 35.

(.2)—Valentyn, vol. i, pages 172 to 185.
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In 1602, the States General found it expedient to consoli-
date the several socicties of Ea#t-India adventurers, into one,
and to constitute, by pla'cart, or patent, the Dutch East-India
Coinpany, with exclusive privileges of trade for twenty years.
This Company commenced the trade on a joint stock, or capital,
of 6,440,200 guilders ; or, taking the guilder at 1s. 84, about
£536,600.0  The first fleets of this Joint company attempted
a trade on the Malabar Coasts, nearly at the same time with
the first arrivals of the London Company’s ships at Surat, from
which the Portuguese, by every effort, endeavoured to exclude
both.  The Dutch joint stock having enabled their company
to fit out large flects, in 1603 they made an ineffectual attempt
to dislodge the Portuguese’from Mozambique and Goa, opened
2 communication with the Island of Ceylon, succeeded in
expelling them from the Islands of Amboyna and Tidore, in
the Moluccas, and, by degrees, engrossed the whole trade of
the Spice Islands.®

Thedarge equip/ments of the Dutch i

' utch, on which they embarked
considerable proportions of military force, under the most experi-
en.ced and brave of their commanders, to garrison any places they
might take, enabled them to conquer the Moluccas and Bandas.
. This company also fixed establishments in Sumatra and Java,
mm which island, at Jaccatra, they afterwards built Batavia,
and made it the seat of their government, and the centre of their

trade.

1)—Ni . )
( ) tleuwe Beschryving, vol. 1, page 7, on the authority of Groot Placaart Boek,
vol, iv, page 1327,

(2)—Valentyn, vol. i, page 192.
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trade. As the Portuguese ceased to receive reinforcements, the
Dutch were enabled to fix faW®ries at Pullicat, Masulipatam,
on the Coromandel Coast; on the coasts of

and Negapatnam, .
and at Cranganore, Cananore and Co-

the Island of Ceylon ; .
on the Malabar Coast ; and thence pushed their commercial

chin,
of the Persian Gulf. ®

agencies to Bussora, and the Coasts |
The large dividends of the Dutch Company to the proprie-

tors of stock, from 1602 to 1609, arose from the profits of their

imports, and coincided with the existing political situation of

Europe : — France, and England, at this period, supported the

Dutch to balance the power of Spain ; and Spain, exhausted by

' i i ies, was unable to con-
a long series of wars, In the Low Countries,

and, at the same time,
rotect her dominions in the West-Indies

for twelve

; to send the neces-
tinue such struggles,

sary fleets and forces, top
and South America. These events produced a truce,
years, between Spain and Holland, by which, though th'e inde-
pendence of the Dutch was not directly aFknowledgefi, 1.t was,
in fact, recognized, and that industrious people plaf:ed in circum-
stances to prosecute their schemes in the East-Indies, that they

might raise funds to discharge their public debts, and accumu-

«1ossne their i this
late resources, for mamtamning their independence, when

truce should expire.® hi
That this truce did not interrupt the efforts of the Dutch m

m the success of their agents in the

1, who, notwithstanding the opposition

Islands of Japan, in 161 )
0

(1)—Valentyn, vols. i. and ii.—Richesse de la Hollande, vol. i.

(2)—Valentyn, vol. i.—Richesse de la Hollande, vol. i, page 161.
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of the Spanish-Portuguese, obtained liberty of trade in that
country ; though, in the sequelﬁ will be found, that this trade
was‘ one from which gains were rather anticipated, than
reahzt.ed. — The - favorite object of the Dutch, at this time,
was, ff possible, to monopolize the whole of the spice trade ;
fmd, indeed, if the accounts of the profits in Europe, by the
Importation of spices, can be relied on, the spices formed
the most valuable article in the assortment of an East-Indian
cargo.

In 161.2, the Dutch agent obtained a grant for the exclusive
corr.lmer.ce .m cinnamon, from the King of Candy; and had not
their principal force, at this juncture, been employed in reducing
the Moluccas, the Portuguese garrisons, in Ceylon, would not
have bfcen able to prevent, what afterwards took place, their
possessing the principal ports in that island.

For several years, the Dutch equipments were directed to
the monopoly of the spice and pepper trade, in which their first
‘opponfrnts were the Portuguese, but, subsequently, the English.

The Dutch, at this period, built and fortified Jaccatra, and
rendered it impregnable against any attacks of the natives :—jea-

ous, however, of the interferences of the English from Bantam,
they at'tempted to exclude them from the profitable trade of Java :
—afraid, also, that the naval power of England might contest
the sovercignty of the Spice Islands with them, they exercised
fowards their political friends, in Europe, a rancorous animosity
in the LEast-Indies : — hence their intrigues with the natives at

Bantam, and the establishment of their power at Jaccatra :

By
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By their perseverance, the political and commercial superiority of
the Dutch was confirmed, while that of the English declined ;
Batavia soon became not only the centre of the Dutch power in
the East-Indies, but of their commerce, and by exchanges

between this station, m the
Coromandel and Malabar Coasts
profits of trade in the East, but the profits
Batavia to Europe, and reciprocally those of the

Europe to the Indies.

and their settlements and factories 0
they combined, not only the
from the exports from
imports from

sts Of the two Their oppres-

It was obvious, from the Jarnng intere sions of the
. i ienced, English and
which the EnghSh had experie > Portuguese,

companies, and the injuries

that force must soon be employed to expel one of them from power :;},’: :3?;;3:
and trade; a consequence which their respective sovereigns in SERVCE o
Europe anticipated, by forming, in 1619, a treaty for conciliating gfml?)z;clgs -
their differences, which was specious in its conditions, but (as g;:sfm“'ln-
we shall discover in the progress of the London East-India Com-
execution. This treaty constituted

what was termed a Council of Defence, composed of an equal
number of the members of both companies ;—settled the pro-

al and military force which each were to employ
of both nations, and,

pany) impracticable in its

portions of nav.

for the protection of the common trade
at the same time, -assigned two-thirds of the spice trade of the

Moluccas to the Dutch, and one-third to the English. This

speculation of making the two companies politfcally equal, and
n felt to be impracticable :—the

commercially unequal, was s00 very

(1)—Valentyn, vol. v, part i, pages 1 to 71.— Richesse de la Hollande, vol. i.

-~—-MSS. in the State Paper Office, marked No. 150, page 205.
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very attempt to carry it into effect led

to those violences, which,
by specious excuses

» may be palliated, but which a regular sove-

reign would neither authorize mnor excuse; the treaty will,

therefore, be found to he a temporary expedie
serve the pacific connexion, in Euro

the St

nt, only, to pre-

ates, but to have been the true source of the violence and
plunder, which subsequently disgraced the Dutch transactions
at Amboyna. ®

An event in Europe, or the expiration of the truce between
Spain and Holland, in 1621, gave an opportunity to the Dutch
in the East-Indies to recommence hostilities against the settle-
ments of their ancient enemy; and as the Council of Defence in
India had, as yet, been scarcely formed, and, of course, could not
proceed to moderate, or keep within bounds, the transactions of
the respective companies, the Dutch, who had fitted out large
armaments to expel the Spanish-Portuguese from the Indies,
instead of liméting their attacks to the ships and possessions of
Spain, found themselves so strong that they attacked their ally,
the English, and, under the pretext that there had been a prior
agreement between the natives of the Bandas, who had placed
themselves under the sovereignty of the States General, seiz-
ed on the English factories in those islands, the guards of
which not being prepared for war with an ally, and not autho-
rized to commence hostilities with the enemy of that ally, were
unable to resist the attacks of the Dutch

and the natives, and
therefore experienced the most unjustifi

able depredations and
expulsion

page 170,— Anderson’s History of Commerce,
Page 277 .= Collection of Treaties, published jn 1732,

(1)~Rymer's Foedera, vol, xvii,
vol, ii,
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art of the Englis
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Islands.

oss the whole of

his
h force, at t
expulsion ; for the pri“CiPa] P g to detach the
time, was at Bantam, and not 5% he Spice
y . K . t e
requisite assistance to the factories 1“tch to engr
This success stimulated the Du s, by exPelling equally
in the ’ I were NOW
t and trade 1m - Englis
fhe P:lwer their enemies and their allies. : e a it which they
rom them ovna
reduced to the single settlement at A;.mtheytre;ty of 1619, to
i terms O is third
' according to the . of this t
were entltle;l, hd(':i ade g and it was to divest j;f?he Moluceas,
one-third of the trade€; d .
(as the Dutch had acquired the Bandas, &7 English factory, 10
i is eption) that they accused the- s, and emPIOYed
. thlbf e);c ; ring a revolt of the natives,
1622, of tavou

fess crimes
s to con

. ly be
tortures to oblige the Compan a conduct.whlch can only

i

Spice Island

y’S servant

Justify by specios pretex’® vindicated by
the love of gain, and openly

neither attach to ind1v1d1.1
By this atrocity,
5essors

al

it 1s,

country.
: S
became the exclusive PO

Spice Islands; and though,. ) cal
find this to be one of the princip
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: d to experEr it, @
East-India Company had the mere notice of 1t; fatal
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o
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fatal and expensive occurrences, which it had to surmount, in
acquiring, and cndeavouring to preserve, the seats of its early
trade in the East.

The States General, in the subsequent year, 1623, when
they received intelligence of the massacre at Amboyna, instead
of recurring to the convention by which the Council of De-
fence had been cstablished, or either questioning or exa-
mining this atrocious breach of its conditions, lovked solely
to the large dividend of twenty-five per cent, which the exclusive
possession of the Spice Islands had afforded them, and renewed
the privileges of the Dutch East-India Company, for twenty-one
years, without even questioning its former conduct, or framing
regulations for its future proceedings.

It does not appear that the government of England, at this
period, took any decisive measure to vindicate the right of the
London East-India Company, but rather contented itself with
remonstrances and unavailing applications ;—the Dutch, there-
fore, were left with an increasing trade, and consequently, with
increasing naval and military means, to bear down on the
remains of the Portuguese power in the East. In 1635, they
expelled them from the Island of Formnosa, in the Chinese Seas;
and, in 1638, became, exclusively, masters of the coasts of
the Island of Ceylon, and engrossed, with the finer spices
trom the Moluccas and Bandas, the trade in cinnamon :—events
which account for the large dividends which were made to their

proprictors,
(1)—MSS. in the State Paper Office, marked ¢ Foreign Trade,” No. 156~ Narra-
twe of the Cruelties of the Dutch in the Spice Islands, by R. Hall, 8vo. 1712,
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proprietors, partly in money, and partly in goods,. which toge-
ther made up an amount, not appearing in .the bill of .sala?s of
the goods in Europe, or of foreign merchandlze,. by their differ-
ent chambers, but which, to the individual proprietors, produced
considerable gains, and augmented the profits of their trade. ®
From the first interferences of the Dutch with the Portu-
guese settlements and commerce in the farther Indies, they
discovered, that Malacca had been considered as the important
*station which commanded the trade between the islands and the
peninsula of India; and, indeed, from all the Portuguese writ-
ings upon the subject of the Indies, this station appears to have
been held to be the strong outpost, which commanded the whole.
The Dutch had made several ineffectual attempts to get possession
of it, and though they partially succeeded in destroying, at
different times, the Portuguese fleets which opposed them, they
had not been able, from the strength of the place, to make any
impression on its garrison :—at last, in 1640, they determined
to send a strong armament, which succeeded in reducing
it. On this event, they added to its fortifications, to render
it impregnable, that they might levy custoas from all vessels
passing the Straits, and be in a situation to send reinforcements,
either to the Spice Islands, which they had acquired, or to their
possessions on the Coromandel or Malabar Coasts. Malacca,

however, was always a subordinate station to the seat of their

t at Batavia. ®
governmen - .

(1)—Valentyn, vol. v, page 13.—Richesse de la Hollande.
(2)—Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, page 388.m—— Valentyn, vol. v.~MSS.
in the State Paper Office, marked ¢ Foreign Trade,” No. 156,
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In the following year, or 1641, (whether from the im-
prudent zeal of the priests, who had exerted great indus-
try in converting the Japanesc, or from the intrigues of the
Dutch agents, is unknown) the Portuguesc, after experiencing 2
dreadful massacre, werc expelled from Japan, and the Dutch
trade established in it. It was, however, placed under the most
rigid regulations, to prevent their priests from interfering with
the opinions of the natives, the government having become sus-
picious of a people known to be masters of the Bandas and
Moluccas, with which the Japanese formerly had had consider-
able intercourse.

In this state of prosperity, and annually bringing to the
Netherlands the produce of the East, the States General renew-
ed to the Company, in 1643, their exclusive privileges, for
twenty-seven years, on their paying to the public 1 ,600,000
guilders. @

In 1648, by the treaty of Munster (afterwards incorporated
into that of Westphalia), Spain finally recognized, not only the
independence of the Dutch, as a nation, but their title to the
possessions in the East-Indies, which they had conquered, both
during the period when Spain and Portugal were united, and
after these countries again became separate kingdoms ; and what
appears to be a still stronger circumstance, Spain agreed to pro-

hibit the inhabitants of the Spanish Netherlands from resorting
to

(1)—Valentyn, vol. v, partii, page 33.—— Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, .

page 392.
(2)—Valentyn, vol. v.—— Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, page 400.
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to the places which the Spaniards formerly possessed, in the East-
Indies. ® :
Having, by these events, confirmed their power in the seas

of the farther Indies, and having established a trade in the

peninsula, the Dutch next endeavoured to strengthen the rela-

tion between Holland and their East-Indian possessions, by. set-
tling a colony at the Cape of Good Hope, under Van Riebek, in
1651. Thisofficer had occasionally visited the promontory, as had
their homeward and outward-bound ships, for water andother ne-

cessaries ; and their officers had been in the p
at Robben Island, and, by this ex-

d, both to the East-Indies and to

ractice of leaving their

journals in a concealed place,
pedient, information was conveye

Europe, of the fleets or ships ex
Van Riebek, in this year, built and fortified Cape Town, and ex-

tended the Dutch possessions to the northward and eastward of the

Cape Point. From the fertility of this country, the Dutch obtained
ships, and for sale to the ships of other

pected from the one or the other.

provisions for their own
European nations, and, by levying customs, defrayed the charges

of this settlement, considering it to be a better station than
St. Helena, which they relinquished, and which, at this time,
was taken possession of by the English. @

This sketch of the progress of the Dutch, in the East-
Indies, discovers, by a reference to the history of Portugal and

of

(1)—Printed copy of the Treaty of Munster, dated 3d Jannary 1648, in the State
Paper Office.

(2)—Valentyn, vol. v, page 124.——— Richesse de la Hollande, vol. ii, page 360
Nieuwe Beschryving, vol. i,
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of England, at this time, that their success, both in acquiring
the trade, and in getting possession of scttlements, is rather to
be ascribed to the political weakness of their European rivals,
than to the probity of their own commercial proceedings. The
Portuguese settlements in the East, when the Dutch first inter-
fered with them, were strong ; but that strength was allowed to
exhaust itself, by the crown of Portugal becoming a dependency
on that of Spain:—fleets and reinforcements were no longer
sent to enable the officers, who commanded, to resist thesuccessive
depredations and attacks of the Dutch.

The English Company’s equipments and force, in a simi-
lar manner, were first weakened by the licences granted to
individuals for private trade, contrary to the exclusive privileges
of the London Company ; and next, by those civil contusions,
which arose out of the pretended enthusiasm of the leaders of
factions, for liberties on which they were to trample, and to raise
themselves to power ; a power which, at last, centered in one
usurper, who levelled all distinctions, but those which he made
subservient to the maintenance of his authority. In this situation,
a war hetween England and Holland ensued, in 1652 ; and when
we come to treat of the actual situation of the London Com-
pany’s rights, at the time when peace was concluded between
these powers, in 1654, we shall have to mention the restitution
of Polaroon to the English, and a most inadequate compensa-

tion which the Datch paid, for their admitted atrocitics at Am-
hoyna, in 1622. ®

If

(1)--Rapin’s History of England, vol. ii, pages 587, 588,
ties, 1785, pages 46, 48, 51, 66.

Collection of Trea-
Thurloe’s State Papers, vol. ii, page 592.
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If the Dutch East-India Company were not able to continue

their oppressions of the English in the East-Indies, they re-

doubled their efforts against the Portuguese, by attacking them,
in 1655 af Calicut, and expelling them from that port; andin
b

the two subsequent years, by taking Manaar and Jafnapatam,

and driving them from Columbo, they acquired a .comlf)jete
monopoly of all the spice trade, except p'epper, whufh, om
being the produce of su wauy countries, was, In 'soxlxie
degree, left open, even to the Portuguese, now pent up in the

settlements that remained to them on the Malabar Coast, and to

the English, having factories, both to that coast, and on the
Island of Sumatra. o
Following the Dutch enterprizes, we find that, in a few

they expelled the Portuguese from Coulan, Cananore,

ears. . .
o on the Malabar Coast. It was in this

Cochin, and Cranganore,
situation of their fallen power in the East, that the Portuguese

found it expedient to balance their acquisitions in the Brazi.ls
against their losses in the East-Indies; and, in consequence, in
1661, the treaty was concluded between Portugal and Holland, on
the basis of the Ui possidetis, by which the Dutch became the
paramount European power in the East-Indies, while Portugal
was reduced to the mere possession of Goa, the seat of its once
extensive power, and of some of the inferior dependencies on
the Malabar side of the Peninsula.

 IIL This review of the progress of the European Mari-

time powers, which had trade and possessions in the East-Indies,

requires
(1)—~Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, page 464,
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requires, as a third preliminary subject, a general sketch
of the Indian sovercignties and states, from the establishment
of the London Company, in 1600, to the accession of Aurung-
zebe, in 1659, that the difficulties which the Company had to
encounter, from the native powers, during the first period
of their annals, may be seen and appreciated, in connexion with
the rivalships of the maritime European nations, at a period
when the whole were dependent on the fluctuations of political
power in India.

From the imperfect knowledge which has hitherto been ob-
tained of the Coast of Africa, from the Cape of Good Hope
(with the exception of the Dutch settlement on that promon-
tory), it is only known, that the native states, or chiefs, from
the Dutch limits to the straits of Babelmandel, were in-that
state of barbarism, in which, cven to the Portuguese, a specics
of simple barter only was practicable on the Coasts of Mozam-
bique and Mombaza : though between Melinda and the Coast of
India a better species of exchange appears to have existed, and
navigation to have been understood : for it was at this port that
Vasco de Gama obtained the pilot who steered his flcet across
the Indian Ocean, and cnabled him to reach Calicut ;—but what
proves the limited nature of the trade in this part of Africa,
as well as of the powers which. regulated it, is the fact, that
the Portuguese stations on the Coast of Africa remained undis-
turbed, either by the Dutch or the other maritime European
states, who had divided, with them, the commerce in the East-
Indies, except in the attempts which had been made by the

French

INTRODUCTION.

French to settle on Madagascar, and their actual settlement on

the small islands of Bourbon and Mauritius.
From the preceding account of the progress of the Portu-

guese, it has appeared, that the leading object of their policy

was to obstruct the transit of Indian produce, to Europe, by the

Gulfs of Arabia and Persia, and to monopolize the whole of the

no it from these ancient channels, into thei:
te]

Indian trade, by diverti
would so increase the quantitics and

circuitous navigation, whicl, ’
diminish the price, as to annihilate the former line of the trade,
servient to that political influence,

war had given them, over many

nsula of Hindostan, and over

and thus render commerce sub
which the European art of
of the states bordering on the peni
the islands in the farther Indian Seas.

The character of the native chiefs, on the African Coast of

. i
the Red Sea, remained nearly what it had been, at the time

ir iscoverics ; and, with
when the Portuguese made their first discoverics; ;

cen India and Europe, by

the exception of a communication betw .
e of this Gulf being sub-

the Isthmus of Suez, and the Asiatic sid

jected to the Turkish Empire, the P '
London East-India Com-

olitical sitnation of the

natives may be considered, when the
y ,

pany obtained their charter, to be subjec ‘
with which a safe or profit-

t only to a precarious

control, and, therefore, countries
able intercourse could not be formed.

The other ancient inlet to Europe, ]
a state of undefined barbarism,

or the Persian Gulf, on

the Arabian side, was equally in .
. . vhich, from being a
and trade impracticable, except at Bussora, % hich, S
i ancient, as
dependency on Bagdat, had been accessible to the : , d
VOL. 1 G well
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well as to the commerce of the period we are reviewing, and at
the ports subject to the chiefs on the castern side of this sea, who
:Tckn(m'lcdgcd their dependence on the Persian government ;—the
h"»*t. of these outlets had been one of the routes of the ancient
Indian trade to Europe, and the sccond we shall find became an
early object of the London East-India Company, because one of
th.c conditions in their charter prohibited them from interferences
wfth the settlements established in the East, by nations in alliance
W“h. England. This condition in the charter did not apply to
.Pel‘Slil, from the coasts of which the Portuguese obviously
intended to exclude the exchanges from India, it having been
onc of their first objects to occupy the Island of Ormus, suppos-
ed, at this time, to be a station at which, by fortifications and
by armed ships, the trade from India to that gulf, might be
excluded.

Having thus looked at the political and comtnercial circum-
St‘anccs of the countries within the Company’s limits, physically
disconnected with the peninsula of India, we have next to take

a view e . .
of the political characters of the powers established 1n

“this rich ¢ )
rich country, to appreciate the efforts of the London Com-

pany, whe
pany, when they attempted a commerce between England and
the East-Indies.
1t would haps i i
, perhaps, be impracticable, and certainly unneces-
sary, to recapitul : i 1
y1 capitulate, from the ancient history of Hindostan, the
revolutions 1c e ol 1 i ’
1s which have given rise to its successive dynastieS, in
an attem :xplai 1
o pt to explain the circumstances under which the London
Last-India Comps 1
any ac T 1 ies i
pany acquired trade, and established factories in

India,
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taking up the general facts and events
Mogul power, from the Indus to the
pressed the ancient establishments
states on the Malabar

India, farther than by
which consolidated the
Ganges, and subsequently de

in the Decan, and the lesser powers and

and Coromandel Coasts, with whom the Portuguese, Dutch, and
ercourse.

English, were to have commercial int

The successive dynasties in Hindostan, from Gengiz Khan
to Mahomed ITI, discover that political anarchy, which prepared
it for the invasions of the Moguls.

Timur (the Tamerlane of the E
the close of the fourteenth century,
his empire over Western Asia and Tartary. In 139
from Samarcand, crossed the Indus at Attock, and e

tion with the army of his grandson, Mahmood, whom, the pre-

ceding year, he had detached into Hindostan, and who had already

reduced the Panjab and Moultan. The weakness of the empe-

ror, Mahmood III, and the treachery of his ministers, soon

rendered Delhi an easy conquest to Timur, who, after having
an incursion into the Dooab, and thence

ntiers of Cashmere .—he next crossed the

back to Samarcand, leaving the e

uropeans) appeared about
and had already extended
8, he marched

flected a junc-

plundered it, made

proceeded to the fro
mperor,

f Delhi.
nto the

Indus, and marched
Mazhmood III, in the nominal possession of the throne o
ed on his celebrated expedition i
his grandson, Peer
o)

Timur thence proceed
Turkish Empire, and died iu 1405, leaving
Mahmood, the universal heir of his vast dominions.

G2 The

gvo, edition (1803), vol. ii, pages 81 to 90—

(1)—Dow's History of Hindostan,
sertation, pages 13, 15.

Rennell’s Introduction, page 55.~—— Orme’s Dis
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The emperor, Mahmood 111, continued in possession of the
wrecks of his capital for a few years, and died in 1413, and
with him ended the first Patan, or Afghan dynasty.®)

The dynasty of the Patan, or Afghan sovereigns, was suc-
ceeded, in 1414, by that of the Seids, a race descended from
the prophet Mahomet. Chizer, a Seid, claimed possession of the
empire, on the pretension of holding it, as a right, from the
family of Timur, the descendants of whom retained the Panjab
only, of his vast conquests in Hindostan.

In this family the throne continued, amid a series of anar-
chy, rebellion, and invasion, till the year 1447, when Alla 11,
the last of the dynasty of the Scids, was dethroned, by an ad-
venturer, named Beloli Lodi.®

Beloli established himself on the throne of Delhi, notwith-
standing the contigued convulsions in India, occasioned hy the
pretensions of successive chiefs, and, after a long reign of forty
years, left his dominions, in 1488, to his younger son, Secun-
der I, who, in the early part of his reign, had to suppress the re-
bellions of his two elder brothers : — he, however, firmly settled
himself in the empire, and, in 1501, removed the royal resi-

dence from Delbi to Agra, and died in 1516.9)
Such

(1)—Dow's History of Hindostan, vol. ii, pages 93 to 97.~— Rennell’s Introduction,
page 55.

(2)—Dow’s History of Hindostan, vol. ii, pages 100 to 109.—— Rennell’s Introduc-
tion, page 50.

Rennell’s Introduc-

(8)—Dow’s History of Hindostan, vol. ii, pages 131 to 150.
tion, page 50
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Such was the political situation and state of what after-

wards became the Mogul Empire, at the period when the Portu-

guese, under Vasco de Gama, for the first time visited India,

in 1498, and when their successors were making those impres-

sions on the sea coast of the Decan, which have been described.

The policy of the Portuguese, therefore, was rather directed to

shut up the ancient inlets of the commerce from India to Eu-

rope, than to seek out political relations
from a better knowledge of the art of

with the existing pow-

ers, of whose weakness,
war, they had had experience.
Secunder I. was succeeded,
During his reign, one rebellion followed another, till the anarchy
tan induced Sultan Baber, a descendant

ed the countfy between the Indus and
ated incursions into Hindostan, with

in 1516, by his son, Ibrahim IL

prevalent in Hindos
of Timur, who govern

Samarcand, to make repe
Indian dominions : after various

ed between the armies of Sultan
Panniput, in the year 1525,
d his army totally defeated ;

the object of recovering his
successes, a general action ensu
Baber, and the emperor Ibrahim, at
in which the cmperor was slain, an
and with his death the dynasty of Lodi terminated. |
After the battle of Panniput, Sultan Baber took possession
of Agra and Delhi, assumed the empire, and completed the
conquest of the dominions of Ibrahim, and the establishment

of the empire of the Moguls.("
The

(1)—Dow's History of Hindostan, vol. if, pages 160 to 02.—— Rennell's Introduction,

page 56.
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.Thc great object of Sultan Baber, after re-cstablishing the
enT)pu:e of the Moguls, was to comprehend the castern provinces
(?f Hindostan in his dominions, which, after much opposition
from the Patans, he at length effected, and died in 1530, leaving
the crown to his son, Humaioon.™

Humaioon had scarcely been scated on the throne of Delhi,
when a rebellion was formed against him, by Shere Khan, a
Patan chief, formerly an officer in the service of Sultan Ibrahim.
tAfter many vicissitudes of fortune, Humaioon was compelled,
in 1542, to take refuge with the King of Persia. Shere Khan
n(.)w assumed the empire, and founded what is known, in the
history of India, by the name of the second Patan Dynasty 9
. Shere Khan, and his immediate successors, held the
imperial power in Hindostan, till the year 1554, prCViOUSlY to
which period Humaioon, assisted by a Persian army, made
several attempts to recover his dominions. This army, at length,
under his son, Akbar, and his general, Byram Khan, after various
successes, in 1554, entirely defeated the army of Secunder, the
nep.hew of Shere Khan, who had been elected king, an event
which was followed by the reduction of the cities of Delhi and
Agra, and the re-establishient of the emperor Humaioon on the
throne of the Moguls. '

. The emperor survived this event but a short time; for he
died the following year (1555), and left his dominions in & state
of tranquillity to his son, Akbar.®

* The
(1)—Dow’s History of Hindostan, vol. ii, pages 203 to 217.

(2)'—Ib.‘d ........................ 222 — 242
(8)—Ibid,,.......... Ceerere e, vv.. 243, 288, 310.

INTRODUCTION.

The active and decided part which this young prince had
on of his father to the throne, gave him a

at that period of life when other princes

taken in the restorati

reputation for talents,
are only educating for the exercise of them.

- Akbar, on his accession, had to control the Omrahs,
and to reduce the provinces, from Agimere to Bengal, to his
s talents and by his firmness he effected both ;

obedience. By h
he long period of fifty years,

and having occupied the throne for t

he not only established tranquillity in
added new dominions to that empire which had been founded by

Baber. It does not appear, that Akbar considered the reduction
of the Hindoo governments, which bordered upon his dominions,
and which his successors had to resist, to be the leading object of
his government, $0 much as the subjugation. of the Decan,

which he held to be the most formidable obstacle to the
consolidation of his empire.

The Decan, at this perio
or states of Candeish, Amednagur, Golconda, and Visiapore, go-
verned by Mahomedan chiefs, the period of whose conquests
has been subjects only of conjecture.

Akbar’s conquests in the Decan were but pa :
ing of the western part of Beraf, Candeish, Telingana, and

Amednagur ;3—but it does not appear that the Carnatic was held
to be included in the Decan :—after this expedition, the emperor

Akbar returned to Agra, and died in 1605, leaving‘Hindostan
in a state of political tranquillity.<‘> Al;bar

rtial, consist-

(1)—Dow's History, in the reign of Akbar, vol. il, pages 313 to 400—
Rennell’s Introduction, pages 59, 141.—— Orme’s Dissertation, page 18,

the different soubahs, but’

d, was divided into the kingdoms |
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Akbar divi ;
divided his domini i
s dominions ahs. ¢
pergunnahs 1 —the into soubahs, circars, and
Awinore v e soubahs were Lahore, Moultan, (in(:ludino‘
gunere) Delhi, Agra, Oude, Alk ¥
Malwa. and the ¢ AR ) ahabad, Bahar, Bengal,
a, and the Guzerat, C; - :
wir and ¢l izerat, Cabul, including Candahar and Ghiz-
» and the conqgnered s i '
soubahs 1 - :
and Auned n the Decan, or Berar, Candeish
mednagur.®
As those divisi
s se divisions h; .
ions have been retained, as geographical limits,

after the M .
' ’ Y ml ¥ 3 (Fe .
gul empire began to decline, and even after its fall,

'the enul .
neratio .. .
ation of them, from admitted authorities, will be

l;;cf:::( lm 1:;’1(1.(’,1-standing the proceedings of the East-India Compa-
er . . o
ca;h ei:he 1elr .cl.larter, u‘n acquiring from the existing powers, o
,Akl : r privileges of trade, or permission to crect factories.
tion, respreting ’ “u““"“ the defect of the Megul constitu-
*Ollr,ce fe .n.]g succession, that this cvent uniformly became the
Selim (:h L;Vll wars :—an instance of which occurred in Sultan
o had now taken the name of Jehanguire), whose son,

Chesu
suro, made ¢ L ] )
’ an attempt to supersede his fathet’s right ; this

attempt we
as, however . .
’ ever, momentary only. The hrst ycars of

Jehan L .
Pel‘ﬁdyg u;iledbc::it “:r;d”'.ected rather to his obtaining, DY
his father’s lessons’ for cvomt]? Su.lmlm, Noor-Jchan, tlmn' to
Rebellions took Jace in BOTlS(? ulutmg. and extending the empire.
resistance of the chiefs i;:gal’ and in the Decan, in which the
they were supported | rcased‘-to an alarming dcgrec, as
pported by Amecer Sinka, the sovercign of the

grcutest

( ) ) H
1 ——Remle”! Inhoducll()n p,lgc 110 on (ll( Jlul\Oll(& O( 2

Cl l . qnﬁlt“
‘)' the A&e(:“ Akbery, Vi)l. 133
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art of the present Mahratta dominions. The emperor’s

greatest p
h different armies against him, but neither could

sons were sent wit
subdue him, and were
therefore, during this re
usurpations. Jehanguire,

died in 1627, and was succeeded by

rum, who took the title of Shah Jehan.
han ascended the throne, he discovered that,

When Shah Je
in his own sons, he wa who soon rendered the

obliged to conclude a treaty : —the Decan,
ign, remained a scene of revolts and
after a reign of twenty-three years,
his third-son, Sultan Chur-
o

s to have rivals,
ar. His leading policy was to remove
provinces, from place to place,
t a force to resist his govern-
remained near his person ;
with the government

empire a seat of civil w
the soubahdars, or governors of
that they might not he able to collec
Sultan Dara, his eldest son,

ah, the second, was entrusted
ngzebe, the third, was in the Decan; and

rth, had not any government assigned to
him. The rebellions of his sons induced Shah Jehan to raise
his eldest son, Dara, to a participation in the throne :—matters
were, thus, Tipening for a general civil war, and nothing was
wanting but the incident which was to kindle it. Shah Jehan
was seized with a paralytic'disorder, at Delhi, and his sons
dew to arms, that each might assert his claim. Au-

ment.
Sultan Syj
of Bengal; Auru
Sultan Morad, the fou

instantly
rungzebe, by his in soues, and by his superior talents, defeated
or seduced the armies of bis prothers, and, at last, made the
VOL. I H emperor,
vol, ii, page 405; vol. iii, pages ! to 118,~—

(1)—Dow’s History of Hindostan,

Rennell’s Introduction, page 60:
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emperor, his father, a prisoner, and, in 1659, ascended the
throne, under the title of Allumguire 1. ®

Having thus slightly sketched out the succession of sove-
reigns in the Mogul empire, to the accession of Aurungzebe,
with whose officers, or with whom, the London East-India
Company had to transact, cither in the acquisition of trade or
of factories, we have next to look eastwards, from the limits of
the Mogul empire, to those coasts or countries at which their
ships either contingently touched, or endeavoured, by agencies
or factories, to open a trade.

In the progress eastwards, from the peninsula of India
towards the coasts of Aracan, Pegu, and Malacca, and towards
China, including the islands in the farther Indian Seas, the
political situation of the chiefs who governed in each, and the
whole of them, do not appear, from the progress of the Portu-

guese and Dutch, which has been detailed, to have proceeded

on any other principle, than that of the sale, or barter, of such’

commodities, as the European traders could offer or receive from
them :—and even this sale, or barter, had no other protection
than that which arose from the apprehension of the power of the
crews of the vessels, and the gradual introduction of military
guards to the factories and seats of trade, the slightest fortifi-
cations of which were sufficient to repel th,*continued pl‘Opensi-

ties of the natives to plunder the stores which had been made,
as

(1)—Orme’s Historical Fragments, page 3. Dow's History of Hindostan, vol. iis
page 405; vol. iii, pages 119, 284.—— In Note 2 of Mr. Orme's Fragments is an
enumeration of the Indian authorities on which he rested his observations ; and, in Notes

5 and 6, an account of the European authors whose works he had cousulted.
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as well of their pwn produce, as of the articles which they were

willing to receive in exchange for it. »

IV.—The knowledge of the preceding subjects would
form but an imperfect preliminary to.the annals of the London
East-India Company, unless illustrated by a review of the
political and commercial relations of England, with the Euro-

pean maritime states, participating in the East-India trade. It is

from those relations, only, that we can trace the powers which

the crown possessed, to grant authority to that body of its

subjects, which it had ‘incorparated, to open a direct trade

between England and the. East-Indies ; and the information, on

this interesting subject,. will be drawn from original public docu-
ments, from the reign of Queen Elizabeth to the restoration of
the monarchy under King Charles 1I.

The political relations of England, relatively not only to
Scotland, (for Britain was at this time divided into two sovereign-
ties), but to the continental powers, had not, for nearly half a

century, been so undefined and weakened, as at the accession of

Queen Elizabeth.
Scotland, from factions, civil and ecclesiastical, and from

the minority of its sovereigns, James V. and Queen Mary,
had, with difficulty, supported its national independence; but
Mary had married the heir apparent of the crown of France,
who assumed the title of King of Scotland.

France was governed by Henry H, and the English had
lost Calais, their last possession in the French dominions.

HZ Charles

51

Sketch of the
political and
commercial
relations of
England
with the Eu-
ropean matri«
time states,
from 1600,
when Queen
Elizabeth
established
the East-
India Com-
pany, to the
Restorationof
King Charles
11, 1660.
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Charles V, who had united in his person, the Empire, the
Low Countries, Spain, and the Indies, and considerable posses-
sions in Italy, had divided his dominions between his brother,
Ferdinand, who acquired the Imperial diadem, and his son,
Philip II, who became sovercign of Spain, the Indies, and
the Low Countries, but whose pretensions on England had
terminated with the death of Queen Mary.

Amid such complicated and difficult relations, we discover
the provident mind of Queen Elizabeth directed, not only to
maintain a halance of power in Europe, but to connect with it the
commercial intercourse of her subjects with the maritime states.
The relations of England with France were confirmed by the
treaty of Cambray ;—the relations with Spain were more difficult,
from their involving disputes regarding the Queen’s rights to
the crown, and from those rights having been questioned, by the
pretensions of the Dauphin of France, the husband of Mary
Queen of Scotland : —these relations were, at length, adjusted,
by the treaty of Cambray, 2d April 1559. Subsidiary to this
treaty, the Queen engaged auxiliary forces, to be levied by Count
Mansfeldt and the Duke of Brunswick, that she might have on
the continent, armies which were to support her influence, either
against France or Spain, according to the political line of conduct

she might deem it expedient to adopt, for balancing the power of
either

(1)—(Copy). Treaty concluded at Catean Cambresis, between King Henry 11 of
France, and Queen FElizabeth, 2d April 1559, in the State Paper Office, Whitehall.
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either kingdom. Hence the treaty of Berwick with Scotland,
in 1560, rested on the principle of separating the local influence
of France on her northern frontier ; and, in the same year, her
treaty with the Towns of the Hanseatic League, to connect the

influence of England with the north of Europe, and to preserve

the commercial intercourse of her subjects with provinces, whose

wealth, as well as principles,
Hence, also, the treaty of Troyes with France, in April 1564,

in support of the Protestant interest, which opened to the French
‘ the Low Countries, and in

might have weight in the scale ;—@

refugees of this religion an asylum in
Englahd.(a) With the same policy, the Queen encouraged the

Protestant interest in France, to fx the attention of Charles IX

on the tranquillity of his own dominions, instead of leaving him

in a situation to make encroachments on t
The Queen, thus, on the one hand, was laying the founda-
by which she was to balance the power of

he Low Countries.

tions of those means,

the sovereigns on the continent, and, on the other, to connect this

great political principle, with the commercial intercourse of her

subjects, at the greater mercantile ports in their dominiens.
With these objects she formed, in 1565 and 1566, treaties with
the Regent of the Low Countries, for arranging the intercourse

of

(1)—Original Subsidiary Convention between Queen Elizabeth, and Otho, Duke of
Brunswick, 19th October 1559. —— Original Subsidiary Convention between Queen
Elizabeth and Volrad, Count Mansfeldt, February 1560. (State Paper Office).

(2)_(Copy).——Ratiﬁcalion of the Treaty of Berwick, by the Lords of the Congregation

in Scotland, May 1560. (State Paper Office). (Copy). Commercial Convention between
Queen Elizabeth and the Towns of the Hanseatic League, 1560. (State Paper Office).

(3)—Rymer’s Feedera, vol. xv, page 640.
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of trade with England, and, in 1568, the treaty with the Czar,
for the protection of commerce in the East Sea.V

For some years, the Queen encouraged the project of an
alliance with France, by a marriage with the Duke of Alen;on, af-
terwards Duke of Anjou, that she might prevent a league among
the continental powers, which might affect the independence of her
crown ; and when this danger had passed, and could no longer in-
fluence the politics of France, she concluded the league of Blois,

in April 1572, by which the crowns of France and England

mutually guaranteed their respective rights, and each stipulated
to furnish an aid of six thousand men, for this service, when
required.®

At this period, the discontents in the Netherlands, and the
prevalence of the Protestant interest in them, began to affect the
relations between England and Portugal ;—the one, supporting
the appearances of independence in the Low Countries ; and the
other, jealous, if not apprchensive, of the probable attacks of
the Netherland ships in' the Indian Seas : — circumstances which
explain the treaty between Sebastian, King of Portugal, and
the Queen, in October 1576, by which a mutual restitution of

ships
(1)—(Copy). Accord between Queen Elizabeth and the Regent of the Low Countries, for
mutual intercourse of commerce, 30th November 1564.  (State Paper Office). Original

Agreement between the English and Spanish Commissioners, for prolonging of the Treaty of
Intercourse between England and the Low Countries, 29th Septentber 1565. (State Paper
Office) .-~ Rapin, vol. ii, page 88.

(2)—(Copy). Articles delivered by the French Ambagsador, relative to the Marriage
between Queen Elizabeth and the Duke of Alengon, 16th April 1571, (State Paper Office).
(Copy). Treaty of Blois, between Queen Elizabeth and Charles IX King of France, with
Copies of the Oaths and Ratifications of both parties, 10th April 1572, (State Paper Office)
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ships and goods was stipulated, and commissioners appointed to
ascertain the claims of both parties.” By this treaty the English

were to be #lowed liberty to trade to the Portuguese dominions
the Azores.) :

in Europe, to Madeira, and to ‘ . _

This temporary expedient, however, n‘el.ther withdrew the
Queen’ s‘ attention from the Low"Countries , which she had 'secret'ly
encouraged in their project of independenc?, nor protected Spal'.n
or Portugal from the aggressions’ which they had apprehended

from the fleets which the Dutch were fitting out for enterprizes

3

in the Indies.
The Union of the Seven Provinces, at Utrecht, took place
y the States in July 1581.

in January 1579, and was ratified b .
This event laid the foundation of thei
General,® though it was not till 1585,

public treaty with the States General, reco ndep
dence, when by a convention, she stipulated to send five thou-

sand foot and one thousand horse t0 their assistance, under the

command of the Earl of Leicester; .
repayment of the charges, obtained possession of the three cau-

tionary towns of Flushing, Ramm

ndependence of the States
that the Queen, by a
gnized this indepen-

and, as a security for the

ekins, and the Briel.®
The

(1) —Original Treaty between England and Portugal, for restoration of mutual inter-
29th Qctober 1576, (State Paper Office).

course between the two Kingdoms, .
4,—— Groot Placaart Boek, tom. i, page 75.

(2)—Rymer’s Fee _vol, xv, page 78 o )
(3) —* Thyngs t:aonsidered, if the Queen's Majestie shall intend to ayd the Hol-

. . "
“ Janders, in case that she can not procure the accord betwixt the Kyng of Spam and them.

o, .. C .
21st January 1578, in Lord Burleigh's Writing. (Copy)
Ratification, by Queen Elizabeth, of a Treaty concluded between England and the States

General of the United Provinces, 1585.

(State Paper Office).

(State FPaper Office).
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The Queen connected the arrangements, for establishing the
balance of power, with projects for extending the commerce of
her subjects. In 1579, she established the Eastlarf@ Company,
and, in the year 1581, the Levant, or Turkey Company.

The treaty of 1585, with the Dutch, the Queen foresaw,
would involve her in a war with Spain, already preparing for
the invasion and conquest of England .—hence her treaties, at
this period, with France, with the Duke of Anjou, as Duke

of Brabant, and with James VI of Scotland, for the common

defence of their kingdoms ; @ the object of the whole being
to divide the attention of Philip, by the long protracted war
between him and the States General, while, by making advan-
ces to Henry IV, as King of Navarre, and afterwards of France,
she gave employment equally to her enemy, and to her ally, on
the continent, and thus retarded that Armada, agaimst which she
was preparing her forces and fleets, with the co-operation of

the King of Scots.
After the defeat of the Armada, the Queen prepared against
a second attack, threatened bhy Spain, by forming treaties
with Henry IV, in March 1592, and in October and Novem-
ber 1593, by which she stipulated the assistance which England
was to furnish to France, against Spain, in the provillce of
Britanny, in which she required to be put in possession of a
» sea-port,
(2)—Rymer's Feedera, vol. iii, page 799.——— Anderson's History of Commerce,

vol. ii, pages 149, 152.
(1)—Original Obligation of Francis, Duke of Anjou, to hold amity and alliance

with Queen Elizabeth, and to defend the Low Countries and inhabitants thereof, 27th
November 1581, (State Paper Office).

Rymer's Fadera, vol. xv, page 803.

INTRODUCTION.

sea-port, to which supplies might be sent to her troops.  With
the same object, the Queen formed a treaty with Henry IV, in
May 1596, *which was followed by a convention, by which Henry
stipulated not to make peace with Spain, without including Eng-

" land ; and the Queen agreed to send four thousand men to sup-

port his interest, and farther succours, as soon as tke rebellion in

Ireland should be quelled ; and also engaged her influence, in
October 1596, to form a treaty, between France and the States
General, by which the States agreed to advance 450,000 florins
per month, to Henry IV, and to furnish eight thousand foot and

fifteen hundred horse. @

This convention was of

IV. concluded a separate peace with Spain,
not to treat with Spain, but in conjunc-

short duration, for, in 1598, Henry
and thus violated the

most solemn engagements,
tion with England and Holland. Under such circumstances, the

Queen saw that the most effectual plan she could adopt, for

securing the independence of her crown, and forming a balance

against France and Spain, was by a new and more intimate con-

nexion with the States General; and therefore formed a con-

"
VOL. 1. 1 vention

page 92— Original Answer to the Remonstrances
relative to 4000 English Troops proposed
(State Paper Office).

(1)~—~Rymer's Feedera, vol. xvi,
of Mons'. Beauvais, the French Ambassador,

to be sent into Britanny, 16th November 1593.
(2)—Attested Copy” of the Ratification of King Henry IV. of the Treaty concluded

with Queen Elizabeth, at Greenwich, 14th May 1590. (State Paper Office).—— Origi-

nal Oath of Henry IV. of France, for the observance of the Treaties concluded with Queen
Elizabeth against Spain, dated at Rouenm, 19th October, 1596. (State Paper Office).——
(Copy).—Treaty of offensive and defensive Alliance against Spain,
and Holland, 31st October 1596, (State Paper Office).

between England, France,
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vention with them, by which obligations were given for the
repayment of £800,000, which she had advanced, and the
English auxiliaries, in the Netherlands, placed "under the
orders, and in the pay, of the States General. ¢

Henry 1V, sensible of the offence given to the Queen (for
at this time the English and his subjects were making reprisals
on each others’ ships), proposed a convention, in 1599, to obviate
these evils; one condition of which was, that he would not
supply military stores to the King of Spain. ®

The death of Philip II. of Spain, which soon followed this
event, and the cession of the Low Countries to the Archduke
Albert, gave to the United Provinces better prospects from a
different sovereign, than from him, against whom they had
originally revolted. 'The death of Lord Burghley, and the rebel-
lion of the Earl of Essex, at this crisis, wrought up the mind of
the Queen to an anxiety, which terminated in the disease that
lost to England, in 1601, a sovereign, whose encrgy and
wisdom had, for so many years, protected its independence,
and maintained a balance of power, and of trade, in Europe.

Such were the political and commercial relations of England
and the continental maritime powers, at the period when Queen
Elizabeth granted its first charter to the London East-India
Company, which, while they afford evidence of the reasons why
she encouraged the marine and commerce of the States General,

and

(1)—Rymer's Feedera, vol. xvi, page 340,

(2)—Draft of Articles proposed by France, as the basis of a commercial Treaty between
England and Frauce, 1599. (State Paper Office).
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and the adventurous spirit of the Dutch, did not prevent her

from incorporating the London East-India Company, but, at

the same time, explain the source of the condition in their first

charter, that their enterprizes, in the East, should not interfere
with the factories or trade of the European nations, in alliance
with England.

If Queen Elizabeth, in her relations with the Continent,
had not been able to establish the balance of power, so as to
render England arbiter of the disputes between the greater
monarchies, she had, from the encouragement given to the

States General, and to the Protestant interest, in the north of
n from the Empire,

Europe, and from the separation of Spai '
supported the independence of her crown, and given encourage-

ment to the commerce and enterprize 0 : .
instead of availing himself of those advantages, at his accession,

deviated from the wise policy of his pre
the States General, by considering that most useful ally of
y rebelled against their lawful

f her subjects. James I,

decessor in supporting

his crown, as having originall

sovereign. His first public act Was,

August 1604, an alliance with Spain, by which he agreed, for

the mutual support of the dominions of the two crowns, to give
no encouragement to their opponents, without reflecting, that,
England, he was strictly bound

therefore, to form, in

by succeeding to the crown of

by treaty to the States General. O .
I2 This

 Peace, Intercourse, and Commerce, between

1)—(Copy). Translation of a Treaty 0
o (State Paper Office).

James L, and Philip L1I, King of Spain, 18tB August 1604
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This political connexion with Spain was followed, in February
1606, by a commercial convention with France, by which the
traders of the two nations were to have access to each others
?orts and markets, and tables of the rates and duties to be paid,
in each country, were settled : —a measure evidently calculated,
by the encouragement to the French, to depress the rising
commerce of the Dutch.®

Though no precise limits were, at this time, assigned to the
Levant Company, their exchanges were connected with those of
the East India Company, which, from its recent establishment,
b‘ecame an immediate object requiring the protection of the crown-
The .Rlan of the Levant Company was the trade with the
M.edlterranean Sea ; that of the East India Company, to lower the
prices of Indian produce :—several of the finer articles which
f:onstituted the assortments of the Levant Company, were included
n the assortments of the East India Company. The charter to
the Levant Company was renewed, and granted in perpetuity,
and Sir Thomas Glover was sent ambassador to Constantinoplc,
to procure privileges of trade for them, while that to the East-
India Company was weakened by licences to private merchants.®

Prince Maurice, of Orange, percciving, from this wavering
conduct of James, that he was not only receding from the

treaties between Queen Elizabeth and the States, but from the
last

(1)—Rymer’s Feedera, vol. xvi, page 645,
2)—
. ‘( )—Attested Copy of the Charter granted by King James to the Levant or Turkey
l"“‘l’-‘“)’: 14th December 1605. (State Paper Office).—— Attested Copy of Articles
twee i
etween the Levant Company and Sir Thomas Glover, 30th April 1606, (State Paper Office)-
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last treaty which he, himself, had concluded, decided, that no
reliance could be placed on his support against Spain. Shifting,
therefore, his politics, for securing the independence of the States,
Henry IV. of France, Maurice, by the mediation
of France and England, concluded the truce of Antwerp, with
Spain and the Archduke, for twelve years, in April 1609 :—
g this doubtful expedient to that of a treaty, and
reting it into the spirit of one, recognizing

from James to

Spain preferrin
the Dutch interp

their independence.(‘> ‘
f this truce, or treaty, specified the

The fourth article o
were to be allowed; the

limits of the trade which the States
o confine it to the ports in Euro‘ the

Dutch to extend it to the East-Indies: at last it was settled, that
the States would be contented without the words, < East-Indies,”
if the French and English ambassadors would certify, that this
was the meaning, and agree, that the aids which the two crowns
were to furnish to the States General, should apply, not only to
Europe, but to the East-Indies, to which these ambassadors

assented. Prince Maurice, not satisfied with this
n, that the Dutch and English traders

King of Spain wishing t

general expla-

nation, made a propositio
East-Indies, against the Portuguese-

should associate in the
seats of

d in acquiring settlement and

Spaniards, and be assiste
This proposition produced

trade, particularlyin the Moluccas.

the appointment of Dutch and English commissioners, to take

sideration : —their decisions, originally

this project into con
of both nations,

intended for the common security of the traders
we

(1)~Copy of the Truce of Antwerp, in 1609. (State Paper Office).
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we shall, in the sequel, find to have been the source of their
most bitter animosities,

The following year, 1610, James considered a strict alliance
with France to be the best means for protecting his kingdoms
against Spain, and, therefore, concluded a treaty with the Queen
Regent (Henry IV. being assassinated in this year) inthe name
of Louis XIII, by which each party was to furnish to the other,
in the event of an attack, 6000 men and eight ships of war.®

In the year 1616, James I, for the consideration of
-£200,000, delivered over the cautionary towns to the States
General, and thus terminated that influence in Dutch affairs,
and‘at balance of power among foreign nations, which the
wise Elizabeth had created. ®

*The reference which had been made to commissioners, to
settle, under the fourth article of the treaty of Antwerp, in
1609, the vespective commercial privileges of the Dutch and
English East-India Companies, and the orders which were, in
consequence, issued by the States General, wére, by experience,
found to have increased the disputes between the servants of

both companies, in India. These disputes became, at length,

. of
; (1)—Original Ratification by th‘e States General, of the Treaty concluded with King
ames, on the 26th June 1608, (State Paper Office).—— ¢ Brief et Sommaire de la

“ Co’nférence entre les Commissionaires de Sa Majesté de la Grande-Bretagne, et les Etats
¢ Généraux, sur ' Accommodement du Traffique des Indes.”  (State Paper Office).
(2)—Original Treaty of Alliance between King James and Louis X111, King of France:
19th August 1610. (State Paper Office).
(8)—Original Articles agreed on betwixt the Lords of the Privy Council and Sir Noel

de C . .
e‘ aron, touching the rendering of the cautionary Towns of Vlishing and Briel, May a1st
1616. (State Paper Office).
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of so much consequence, that commissioners were appointed

by King James, and by the States General, in 1618, to inquire

into the sources of the evil, and, if possible, to frame articles

of agreement, which might ascertain the respective rights of

the English and Dutch Companies in India.

After repeated conferences between these commissioners, it
was, at length, agreed, by
between the King and the States General, dated the 7th July
1619, that the English Company chould have one-third of the

spice trade in the Moluccas and Bandas, and the Dutch Com-

pany two-thirds; that a Council of
al commerce and protection of

a treaty concluded at London,

Defence should be formed

in India, to superintend the mutu
trade, which was to be composed of members of both nations ;
and that the right of appeal, in case of differences, should be to
the Directors of both companies, in Europe, and, ultimately, to

the King and to the States General :—speculations,
¢ the source of discord abroad,

which, from

the very nature of them, becam

and of negotiation at home. @
nmark, James was enabled to

By his connexion with De
treaty with that kingdom, in

form an offensive and defensive
April 1620, @
All the political transactions of James, during the years

1620, 1621, 1622, and 1623, were confined to two objects :—

the recovery of the Palatinate, and the marriage of Charles,

Prince
y King James to negotiate

(1)~Original Report of the Commissioners appointed b
the English and Dutch East-

Wwith the States General, concerning the differences between
India Companies, 1619. (State Paper Office).
(2)=Rymer’s Feedera, vol. xvii, page 305.

63



INTRODUCTION.

Prince}of Wales, with the Infanta of Spain; hut his wavering
conduct, regarding both objects, ruined the affairs of Frederic
in the Palatinate, and the procrastinated expedients, of which
he was the dupe, frustrated the latter plan, and obliged him
to enter into a defensive treaty, of the strictest kind, with the
States General, concluded the 5th June 1624, by which he
agreed to levy six thousand British troops, to serve under the
orders of the States General, till another truce with Spain, for
eight, ten, or twelve ycars, could be obtained, and the States
stipulated to send a hody of four thousand men, in case the
British dominions should he attacked.

Still adhering, however, to his project of connecting his
son with one of the greater monarchies on the continent,
James opened a negotiation for the marriage of Charles with
the Princess Henrietta of France, but died in 1624, before it
was accomplished.

James, in the whole of his political and commercial proceed-

ings, instead of availing himself of the influence in the balance

of Europe, which the wisdom of Elizabeth had afforded him, not

only lost that influence, but created discontents among his
subjects, which fostered the factions that were rising up against
his government, and thus brought himself into circumstances
which made him unable to support the commercial privileges
which had been conferred by his predecessor, and renewed by
himself, to the London East-India Company, and- ceased to

be

(1)—Copy of the Treaty of Defensive Alliance between King James and the States

General, 5th June 1624. (State Paper Office).

_ foreign possessions of both countrie
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be of importance to the continental powers, or to have con-

fidence placed in him by the States General.
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" From the impolitic conduct of James I, his son Charles, During the
reign of King

at his accession,
the European powers, doubtful in their characters, and requiring
strong measures to restore them to their ancient vigor, or to

renew them, on terms which could bring Great Britain, again,

to have influence in the balance of power in Europe.
The first act of Charles, on his accession, was the accom-.

plishment of the treaty of marriage with the Princess Henrietta
Maria of France :—Aware, however, of the resentment of Spain,
for the ungenerous proceedings of James, regarding his marri-

age with the Infanta, and to favor his projected support of the

Elector Palatine, he formed a treaty with the States General, on

the 7th September 1625, by which it was agreed, that each
in the event of hostilities, should furnish thirty thousand
—large fleets were, also, to be

party,
foot and five thousand horse ;
equipped, on board of which troo
‘only to make an attack on Spain and Portugal, but upon the

s.® It is remarkable, that,

ps were to embark, not

on the day subsequent t0 the signing of this treaty, a protest

was taken, on behalf of the King, against the Dutch East-India

Company, on account of the massacre at Amboyna, the parti-
voL. 1 K culars

(1)—Original Treaty of Offensive and Defensive Alliance between King Charles and the

States General, 7th September 1625. (State Paper Office).

found the relations, between his kingdom and CharlesI.
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culars of which will he detailed in the annals of the London
East-India Company.

Charles, notwithstanding this event, calculated to excite
animosities between the two nations, was desirous to make every
effort for the recovery of the Palatinate. In conjunction with
the States General, therefore, he formed, in December 1625, a
treaty with the King of Denmark, who was to furnish an army

of thirty thousand foot and seven thousand horse, to act in the

.north of Germany, on condition of receiving 300,000 florins, per

month, from England, and 50,000, per month, from the States.
Charles, also, with the same object, engaged, in November 1626,
four thousand foot and one thousand horse, from the Margrave
of Baden. ®

It might have been expected, that Charles’s connexion, by
marriage, with the crown of France, would have prevented a
rapture with that kingdom ; but, from the natural prejudice of
the English against the French ccclesiastics, in the Queen’s
suite, Charles dismissed the greatest part of her attendants, and,
in 1627, declared war against France,—a war, memorable,
only, for the imprudent proceedings of the Duke of Buckingham,
in his attack on the Isle of Rhé.  After a desultory war of two

years,

(1)—Copy of a Protest, on the part of the King, agaiust the Dutch East-India Com-
pany, and demanding satisfaction for the outrages committed by the Dutch at Amboyna,
8th September 1625. (State Paper Office).

(2)—Copye of the Articles of the Treatye made at the Haghe, betwixt the English and
Denmarke Ambassadors and Deputyes of the States, 20th December 1025, e Rymer's

Faedera, vol. xviii, pages 770, 780, 789.
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years, a treaty of peace was concluded between England and
France, by the mediation of the Republic of Venice, on the
14th April 1629. © This event obliged the unfortunate Prince
Palatine to resign his claims to the arbitration of Charles, by a
deed, dated at the Hague, 29th March 1630 ; and this actled to

the treaty of Madrid, between England and Spain, in November

1630, by which England was prohibited from assisting the
Dutch in any commerce with the Spanish dominions, though
this condition was contrary to the treaties between England and
the States General. @

Amid these nearer political transactions, Charles was not in-
attentive to the more distant commercial interests of his subjects ;
for, in his treaty with the Ottoman Porte, in October 1641, it was
stipulated, that the Levant Company should have free trade to
the ports in the Turkish Dominions, on payment of a duty of
three per cent. ad valorem ; and, by his treaty with Denmark,
at nearly the same period, the rates of duty were fixed,

English vessels passing the Sound. @
K2 It

(1)—Draft of the Remonstrance to the French King, relative to the servants of

payable by

Queen Henrietta Maria, 1626. (State Paper Office). Original Ratification of Lonis
XIII, of the Treaty of Peace between France and England 4th July 1629. (State Paper
Office).—— Copy of the French King’s Proclamation of Peace with England, 20th May
1629. (State Paper Office).

(2)—Original Instrument, whereby Frederic, King of Bohemia, referred the affairs
of the Palatinate to the mediation of King Charles I, 29 March 1630. (State Paper
Office). Rymer's Foedera, vol. xix, page 219.—— Copy of King Charles’s Procla-
mation of the Peace with Spain, 5th December 1630.

(3)=Original commercial Treaty between England and Turkey, 20th October, 1641.
(State Paper Office). —— Original commercial Treaty between England and Denmark 22d
April 1640. (State Paper Office).
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It was at this juncture, that the connexion between the
crown of England, and the House of Orange, was formed, by the
marriage of Prince William, afterwards William I1, with Mary,
eldest daughter of King Charles I. @

In 1640, the Duke of Braganza assumed the government
of Portugal, under the name of John IV, and again rendered
that country an independent sovereignty in Europe. This event
had the important effect of restoring the commercial relations
between England, the States General, and Portugal, by cutting
off the supplies of East-Indian produce, which Spain had
hitherto received through Portugal, and gave to the Dutch and
English larger proportions of the East-India trade : it did not,
however, restore the Portuguese power in the East, but rather
tended to increase the animosities between their settlements, and
those of the Dutch and English companies.

The last transaction of Charles was his treaty with the
Ottoman Porte, in 1647, in favor of the Levant, or Turkey
Company ; ® for, about this period, the civil wars in England
exposed this ill-fated monarch to disasters, which closed in a
manner, as fatal to the sovereign, as disgraceful to the English
nation.

The weakening, if not the dereliction, of the system which
Queen Elizabeth had begun, and was perfecting, for establish-

ing

(1)~—Copy.—Treaty of Marriage between Prince William of Orange, and the Princess
Mary of England, 15th March 1640-1. (State Paper Office).

(2) —Copye of the Greate Turkes Confermacon of the Agreement betwixt hind and Sir
'thomas Bendishe, touching the Englishe, 1648, (State Paper Office).
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ing a balance of power, between the greater continental states,
and placing England in asituation to keep them in equipoise, had
marked the conduct of JamesI; and Charles, by following up
this weak and unhappy policy of his father, not only in-
volved himself in ineffectual wars with these powers, which
terminated in treaties that threw England out of the scale, but
to the factions which were forming in

left its sovereign a prey
g‘ered strength, when they observed

James’s reign, and which
the decline of Charles’s influence on the continent, and his
inability to protect the rising trade and navigation of his king-
dom, from the aggressions equally of his successive enemies or
allies.

To understand the political and commercial relations between
England and the continental powers, during the Interregnum,
and while an usurper exercised despotic power, though nominally
proceeding from his Council of State, and from a sort of parlia-
ment supporting that council, it is necessary to advert to the cir-
cumstances under which the continental powers were placed at
this juncture :—these circumstances will explain their inability to
control the affairs of England, or to contribute to the restoration
of its monarchy.

In the year 1648, when the civil wars in England terminated,
those of France commenced. In England, they had arisen from
the disputes of ecclesiastical sects, coloured over by pretensions to
eivil rights ; in France, from pretensions to civil rights, engrafted
to ecclesiastical dogmas :— but the civil wars in that kingdom
lasted while Cromwell was consolidating his power in England,

' and

During the
Interregnum,
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and till he assumed the soverejo
the sovereignty, as Protector ; and even after

Louis XIV. bee; .
b . Decal aoe tha
ameof age, the factions (‘(mtmucd thelr mtrlgues,

and abridged his exercise of the sover cignty.

Spain, at this juncture, was disposed to seize the opportunity
of recovering the revolted provinces in the Low Countries, but
neither had armies, nor resour ces, fitted jm the enterprize, and,
therefore, acquiesced in the treaty of W estph.llm

Though the States General afed an asylum to Charles I1,
they were alarmed at the hold and decisive measures of the Eng-
lish parliament, and, to avoid a war, reeognized its authority.

Louis XIV, feeling, as a monarch ought resentment against
regicides, levied an ar my to support Charles II, and a war
between France and England ensued.®

Spain, less anxious for the fate of the English royal family,
was disposed to enter into a convention with Cromwell and the
Parliament, in the hope of gaining England to be a party in its
project of reconquering the Netherlands ; and though this tedious
negotiation did not terminate in a tregty, but subsequently in
a war, it recognized the authority of tlfe parliament and of the
Usurper.®

Cromwell and his council, in a short time, began to be sen-

sible that a state of peace might lcad to efforts to restore the

P et 1]
.. . menarehy,

(1)—Thurloe's State Papers, vol, j, pages 115 to 124.—— Original Council Book, 4th
September, 16.19. (State Paper Office),
‘ (2)~—Copy of French Declaration for prohibiting Trade with England, 2d September
1049. (State Paper Office).~— Council Book, 20th December 1649. (State Paper Office)-
(3) ~Transactions between England and Spain, 1650 to 1653. (State Paper Office).—
Thurloe's State Papers, vol. i, pages 750, 755.
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monarchy, and, therefore, judged it necessary to engage England

in a foreign war, in which events might be improved to consoli-

date his power. For this purpose, he availed himself of the
national propensities in favor of their navy and commerce, and
of the aggressions of the Dutch against the latter, and, there-
fore, demanded reparation of the injuries sustained by the
English, on this point, and the punishment of the authors of
the massacre at Amboyna ;~ the Dutch evaded these demands,
and remonstrated against the English Act of Navigation, of 1651.
During these negotiations, the fleets of England and Holland
met, and an action ensued, which was followed by declarations
of war in both countries. ®

The naval war with the States General, gave Cromwell
opportunities to dismiss his parliament, and to be in circum-
stances to conclude a treaty with the Dutch, in April 1654 ;
by which it was agreed, that compensation should be made
to the English, for injuries sustained by them in the East-Indies ;
that the Dutch should not admit the opponents of the English
government into their dominions ; and that they should restore,
or refund, the value of twenty-two English ships, confiscated by
the King of Denmark.-- Commissioners were to be appointed,
to settle the losses of the English in the East-Indies; and, in
case of differences among them, appeal was to be made to the

award of the Swiss Cantons.® These commissioners met in Lon-

don,

(1)—Thurloe's State Papers, vol. i, pages 177, 184.~—— Printed copy of the English
Manifesto against the States General, 1652. (State Paper Office).

(2)—Original Treaty of Peace between Oliver Cromwell and the States General, 5th

April 1654, (State Paper Office).
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don, and, on the 30th August 1654, awarded that the Dutch
East-India Company should pay to the London East-India Com-
pany £85,000, and £3,615 to the heirs of Captain Towerson

and others, murdered at Amboyna. ®
- Denmark, on the conclusion of peace between England and
(()llla.nd, found .it expedient to form a particular treaty of peace
fv“er:‘t’(')“l':;eZiir‘:‘tt‘;dE:gland, by which English and Dutch ships
or in the ElbeIT andr On.l [.)ayment of tolls, on passing the Sound,
cluded a genera ’t o ; lfedl‘ly at the same time, Cromwell con-
y of peace and commerce with Christiana,

Queen of Sweden, ®

Cromwe?l next formed a treaty with John IV, King of Por-
;)‘z)gr"iil,rby Wll.l(:l’l fhc .English were to have a free trade to the
.f,ucse colonies in the West-Indies, and the Brazils, and,
particularly, to enjoy the same privileges of trade to the Portuguese
settlemcn.ts in the East-Indies, which had been granted to the
Dutch, in 1641, or the year after Portugal had recognized the
Puke of Braganza, as its king. ® It wa;, probably, this treaty
wlth. Portugal, which suggested to Cromwell the project of
mal.(mg war with Spain, because, by its terms, he had an oppor-
tunity of sending English flects to the West Indies, which he
accordingly

1}—Ins . .
(1) tramentum ad componendas actiones omnes et pretensiones, inter Societates

Ind; . . —

‘ndlcas Anglicam Belgicamque, 30th August 1654, (State Paper Office). Thurloe's

State Papers, vol. iii, page 21.

. (2)—(Copy). Treaty of Peace between England and Deninark, 5th September 1054
tat igi i

(State Paper Office). Original Ratification, signed by Oliver Cromwell, of the Treaty

bet i it .
ween him and Christiana, Queen of Sweden, 31st July 1654. (State Paper Office)-
(State

(3)—(Copy). Articles of Peace between England and Portugal, 10th July 1654.
Paper Office).
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accordingly did, under the command of Admirals Penn and
Venables, who, though they failed in the attack on St. Domingo,

captured Jamaica ; and, notwithstanding the pacific proposals

made by the Spanish ambassadors, Cromwell declared war
in October 1655, and, in‘November following,

against Spain,
eace and commerce with France, by which

formed a treaty of P
Louis XIV. agreed to sen

that kingdom.

With the object of pressi
ell, in March 1657, formed an offensive and defensive alli-

d Charles II., and his adherents, out of

ng more effectually on Spain,

Cromw
ance with Louis XIV., by which it was agreed, that #m attack
should be mad
forces. France w
land six thousand, and a larg
of the Spanish Netherlands, while France pressed them by land. ®

These treaties were renewed, in March 1658, for another year,

e on the Spanish Netherlands, by their combined
as to furnish twenty thousand men, and Eng-

efleet, to serve against the sea ports

nearly in the same terms.® Cromwell fulfilled his part of the

t, by sending six thousand men, and getting possession

engagemen
of Dunkirk, in June 1658, but died, soon after this time, on the
3d of September.

VOL. I. L The

(1)—Memorial of the Spanish Ambassadors to Cromwell, proposing a Treaty of

Alliance, 21st May 1655. (State Paper Office). Declaration of War by Cromwell against

Spain, October 1655. (State Paper Office).

(2)=—Original Ratification of the Treaty of Peace between England and France, dated
23d March 1657, (State Paper Office.)—— Abstract of Secret Articles between Louis XIV.
and Cromwell, gth May 1657, (State Paper Office).

(3)—Original Ratification of a Treaty for continuing in force, for another year, the Trea-

ty of 23d March 1057, between France and England, 24th April 1659. (State Paper Office.)
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Theevent of Cromwell’s death opened the succession to the
Protectorate to his seh'Rithard ; but as this choice was dictated
by the impression made by Cromwell’s talents, and the recollec-
tions of the miserics experienced in the civil wars, if, for a short
time, it continued he relations between England and the
European powers, in an equally short time, it disposed the English
nation to return to their allegiance to Charles II.

The Onl)i #§itties which were tormed, between the death of
Cromwell and the restoration of Charles 11., were, one between
Richarq gl'omwell and Louis XIV. in January 1659, to which
the Sta?f@ Geperal were invited to accede, with the object of res-
torir?g peace between Sweden and Denmark; and another,
between the Council of State and the King of Portugal, who was
empowered to levy twelve thousand men in the British Islands,
for the defence of the Portuguesc dominions against Spain.®”

These transactions prove the unsettled state of the Common-
wealth, and that the minds of all parties began to be opened :—
the parliament became jealous of the army ; the officers becamne
suspicious of one aother; and, happily for a country which had
been so long convulsed, General Monk returned to his allegi-
ance :—the King’s declaration was accepted by the Parliament,

and the monarchy restored on the 29th May 1660.

This
(1)—Original Ratification of a Treaty between England and France, for facilitating 2
Peace between Sweden and T v, 2Ist January 1658-9. (State Paper Office.) —

Original Ratification of a Treaty between England, Holland, and France, for mediating 3
Peace between Sweden and Denmark, 23d July 1659, (State Paper Office.)—— CopY of
a Treaty between the King of Portugal and the English Council of State, or levying Troopé

in England, for the Service of Portugal, 28th April 1660. (State Paper Office.)

people, but such regulations,

tions often spring fri
those which had nearly overset the r

tions, inadequate as they were, which he ob

.concessions obtained from France, Spain,

INTRODUCTION.

This review of the political transactions of England, during
the Interregnum, establishes the truth, that, though an usurper,

by conquests abroad, may create power to himself, which ap-

pears irresistible, that power vanishes with the terror of his nan.le ;
and when the incapacity of his successor is discovered by foreign
nations, the usurpation no longer exists;—from such a poviver,
indeed, may spring, as in the case of Cromwell, reg:ulatmns
which foster the useful arts and commercial prosperity of a

unless supported by probity, indi-

vidual and national, can never become the source of credit, or

credit he the source of wealth among nations :—such regula-
om unguided theories, as we shall find
egulated trade of the East-

India Company; but with a mind, such as Cromwell pos-

sessed, such theories disappeared, when
Over the public vices of the Usurper,

but the encouragement

examined by an

appeal to experience.

his country can never draw a veil;
by the Act of Navigation, and the compensa-

he gave to trade,
liged the Dutch to

pay to the London East-India Company, and the commercial
Portugal, and Den-

mark, it must be admitted, laid solid fo

mercial prosperity of Great Britain. -
Having, in this disquisition, unfolded the rise and progress

.of the modern Asiatic commerce by tne feé'tablishments of the Por-
tuguese ; and the rise and progress of the Dutch interferences

with their trade and power in the East-Indies ; and baving traced

L2 the

undations for the com-
.
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plitical and comn, W.l'lCh the. Europeans resorted, with the
hose. subie ercial relatu.ms of the maritime powers,
' .E(CtS had embarked in the trade between Europe
and the East-Indies, we are prepared to trace the rise and
progress of the London East-India Company.

AR

CHAPTER L
REVIEW OF THE ANNALS OF THE LONDON EAST - INDIA
E CHARTER

COMPANY, FROM ITS ESTABLISHMENT BY TH
OF QUEEN ELIZABETH (1600), TO THE RESTORATION OF
ITS PRIVILEGES BY THE CHARTER OF KING CHARLES IL

(1661).

CONTENTS.
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combined the trade in

sizteenth century, unequal to the Contents.

New resources found in the protection give
trade. ..... The improvements in navigation
staples, with that of foreign merchandize. . « « « - This as much the
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in England, for extending

as probity was

of English credit...... Associations
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ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

between England and the East-Indics. . . . .. Discoveries of Drake and
Cavendish. . . ... Memorial of the English Merchants, in 1589, to
Queen Elizabeth, for permission to send ships to the Indees. . . ...
Captain Raymond's experiment of trade to the Indies, in 1591.. ...

Messrs. Adams and Bromfeild's project of a voyage to China, in 1596,
and the Queen's letter to the Emperor in their favor...... The

progress of the Dutch led to the contract of the London Adventurers, in

50( . - . . o

1599, for a voyage to the East-Indies, on a joint subscription. . . ...
, . .

Committee-men or Directors appointed. . . . .. Petition the Queen for a

0 v Yy ¥ AN 7 ’
varrant fo fit out three ships, and to eeport bullion. . . . . . Their voyage

retarded by a treaty, pending between the Queen and the Crown of

Spain. . .. .. Their memorial, distinguishing the countries, inthe Indies,
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Grevil. . .. .. The Queen's consent to the project of the Adventurers

Stoni e . . .
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tors, elected. . . . .. Purchase ships. . . .. Call in one-third (y the sub- -

scriptions, ... .. Preparea draft of a patent of privileges. .. ... Take
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cautions ' - . . . . :
utiwns of the Queen, in guarding against disputes with the mart-

time

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

time powers, in the projected Charter to the Eust-India Company ;

and in defining the respective rights of the English incorporated Com-
Queen Elizabeth to the London East-
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panies. . . . .. Charter granted by
India Company, on the 31st of December 1600. ..

London East-India Company under this Charter. ..
. . . Their transactions, from

. .. Gleographical

survey of the countries within their limits. . .
1600 fo 1617-18, consisted chiefly of wvoyages of experiment.... ..

The Proceedings of the first Adventurers assimilated with those of the

Company. . .. .. Subordinate association of the stockholders  formed,

for the first experiment in the trade...... Equipments and stock for

the first voyage under the Charter. ... - Queen’s circular letter of re-

commendation of the captains and factors, to the princes and states in

Caution of' the Con-

------

the countries within the Company's Limits
pany, inwaiting for the result of the first voyage blamed by the Queen
------ Captain Lancaster forms the first treaty

the Indies, at Acheen, and the next at Bantam......
rd Michelborne, the Sirst viola-

made by the Company in
Second FPoyage

...... King James's licence to Sir Edwa

tion of the Company's Charter.... . Third Voyage. - -+ . - Fourth voy-

age...... Fifth Voyage.. ... . Company’s Sfuctors recommend a trade

at Surat, Cambaya, and Priaman. ... .- Company petition King James

Jor a confirmation of their Charter and enlargement
o the London Company, 31st May 1609

of their privileges
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establishment of a Dutch Factory at that port......Sequel of Sir
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Sir Thomas Roe returns to Eng
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CUAT 1. Persia and England, on the basis of these Phirmaunds. .. ... The

v

Contenis, . . .
gutclt continue to depress the English trade at Bantam and its Depen-

dencies. . . . . . and at _Acheen. ... .. Treaty between the King of Ban-
tam and Sir Thomas Dale. . . ... Jaccatra, or Batavia, taken by Sir
Thomas Dale and the King of Bantam. . . . .. evacuated by the Eng lish.

16l9'20'_'"("”’f""'""’—'(’é' of the English and Dutch Commissioners
on the disputes between the London and Dutch East-India Cnmpaﬂ'ies
""" Substance of  the treaty, 1619, between the King and the
States General, for adjusting the differences of the two Companies
...... Establishment of the Council of Defence. ... .. Effect of this
treaty on the equipments and stock. . . . . . State of trade at Surat and in
Persia. . .. .. Trade at Bantam, in Sumatra, at the Spice Islands, and in
Japan, depressed by the opposition of the Dutch.

1620-1.—The individuals, who had sustained losses from the Dutch,
petition the King for vedress. ... .. Two of the Directors of the Com-
pany sent lo Holland to give information to Sir Dudley Carleton, the
King's Ambassador, to whom the business was referred. ... .- The King
specifies the points on which redress was required..... - The King

. N ] o 'n
addresses Letlers to Shah Abbas, in favour of the Company$ trade 1

. . . rpe . n
Persia. .. ... Captain Shillinge takes possession of Saldanha Bay,
. . g op wnce 1
the name of the King of England. .. ... The Council of Defence

. : . . . he
India oppose and decide against the English Claims at Bantam and t

. , - . . gioahility O
Spice Islands. . .. .. The English Factors state the nnprm,ttcabtltiy f

the trade, unless the oppressions of the Dutch be checked.
1621-2-
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1621-2.—Company’s equipments and stock reduced this season, CHAP. I

from the arbitrary proceedings of the Council of Defence......
Reasons jor this reduction given by the Court to Sir Dudley Carleton
. .... Dutch Commissioners arrive in England to negotiate on the
explanations required of the treaty of 1619 ; this negotiation broken
off by the King's Ministers...... State of trade at Surat and in
Persia. ... .. The English compelled to assist the Persians in resisting a
Portuguese flee! in the Gulf of Persia. ..... The Council of Defence
oblige the English Factors to leave Jaccatra and retire to Bantam, who
represent to the Court the necessity of breaking off the Dutch connexion
ceiees The Company's Factors attempt to open a trade at Pullicat and
Pettipolee, on the Coromandel Coast, but are obstructed by the Dutch
...... The Council of Defence employ the combined English and Dutch
Sleet to make captures of the Portuguese and Spanish ships at Manilla,
against the wishes of the English Factors.

1622 3.~ Equipments and stock for the season...... Renewal of
the Co;?ferences between the Dutch Commissioners and the King's
Ministers. ..... Company's servants and property al Surat seized, in
consequence of the capture of some Mogul Ships by the Dutch. . .. ..
The English and Persians take Ormus from the Portuguese, and the
Company acquire a right to a moiety of the customs at Gombroon, as
a remuneration. ... .. The English President and Council of Batavia
propose to withdraw from that station......The King of Bantam
continues friendly to the English.

1625-4.

Contents.
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1623-4.—~The equipments and stock of this season considerably
increal\ved. <+ ..« Disputes between the Company and the Duke of Buck-
ingham, on the proportion claimed by the Duke, as Lord High Admiral,
and by the King, of the prize-money taken 'at Ormus..... . The
Company's servants al Surat released from confinement, and trade
revived. . . . .. Additional Phirmaunds obtained }br trade in Persia, in
consequence of King James's letter to the King. .. . .. Tyrannical pro-
ceedings of Carpentier, the Dutch Governor General at Batavia. . . ...
Account  of the massacre at Amboyna. . . . .. Remonstrance of  the
English President and Council of Batavia to the Dutch Governor
General on this atrocity. . . . .. The Factory at Japan withdrawn. . .. .
Project of opening trade in the dominions of the King of Tanjore.

1624-5.—Company petition the King for authority to try their ser-
vants, hy common, and by martial law. . . ... Effect of this authority
on the Company's equipments. . . ... Memorial of Sir Robert Shirley
Jor a treaty between England and Persia. ... .. Objections of the
Company to Sir Robert Shirley's project. ... .. Company petition the
King for redress for the massacre at Amboyna, and appointment of
a Committee of the Privy Council to investigate the business. . -+ +

]\/v)o- 3 ) Ny v
egotiation between the King and the Stafes General on the same

subject. . . . .. State of the public feeling, and that of the Company,
on this occasion. . .. .. Death of King James...... The Presidency

of S DIONOSE e .
of Surat propose to remove to Dabul, on account of  the oppressions of

‘/l e Yo N AN . .
the Governor. .. ... I'rade in Persia depressed by the native merchants

An
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... dn Agent sent from Surat to Gombroon, to report on the prac-

ticability of continuing the Persian Trade. . . .. . Company's servants
retire from Batavia to the Island of Lagundy.

1625-6.—The measures for obtaining redress from the Dutch sus-

pended during the Sorst year of King Charles I ...
retiring to Dabul...... The Com-~

The Presidency

of Surat postpone their*plan of
pany’s servants abandon Lagundy, and return to Batavia. . .. .. The
King of Bantam offers his protection......
lish President and Council

The Dutch engross the

trade at Acheen and Jambee. . . ... The Eng

at Batavia dispatch one of their servants to Sfix a factory at Armagon,

on the Coromandel Coast.
1626-7.—The equipments considerable, from the Company's ex-

pectation of protection from the Crown...... Company erect powder-

mills. ... Sir Robert Shirley demands a compensation Jrom the

Company, which is refused. . . . . .
and Dutch, at Surat, to surprise Mocha and Bombay. . .... Critical

Unsuccessful attempt of the English

situation of the Company’s trade in Persia.

1627-8.—Company petition the King for his interposition with the
States General. .. ... Three Dutch homeward-bound ships detained at
Portsmouth, till redress be afforded. .. ... Company’s equipment and

stock this season on a limited scale. . . ... Report of the English Pre-
sident and Council at Batavia, on the expedients proposed Jor re-esta-
blishing the southern trade.

1628-9.
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1628-9.— Company petition the House of Commons for redress from
the Dutch. . . .. . The King interposes with the States General in Savor
of the Company. . .. .. The States propose the London Company should
send an Agent to Holland, to be present at their Judicial proceedings

e Dutch Ships released, on condition that Commissioners should be

sent to England. . . . .. Opinion of Sir John Coke on this subject..... .

Company refuse to send their evidences to Holland. . . . .. Eqm’pments

Jor the season. . . ... The Presidency of Surat dispatch a Sleet to cruize

in the Persian Gulf and on the Malubar Coast. . . . . . State of the trade

in Persia. ... .. Armagon fortified, and the factory at Masulipatam

removed to it.. . . .. English President and Council at Batavia remove
to Bantam,

1629.30.—No redress obtained from the Dutch.... .- The equip-
ments of this year consigned to Persia only.. .. .. Company petition
the King for a renewal of their Charter with additional privileges

""" The Presidency of Surat obtains a new Phirmaund _from the

Mogul, on condition of assisting him against the Portuguesé.---*°
Armagon becomes the principal English station on the Coromandel Coast
ev... Company's factory reestablished at Bantam.
1630-1.— Political situation of England at this period. ceane
Company petition for licence to export foreign bullion. .« - .

trade at Surat depressed by the Dutch. .. ... Company's ships a
by the Portugucse fleet, at Swally, and in the Gulf of Persia. - «+**

The Phirmaunds for trade in Persia rendered void by the death of
Shah -

b

. Company'-‘
stacked
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Shah Abbas. . . ... The Factors on the Coromandel Coast propose to CHAP. L
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resettle at Masulipatam. . . - . . The Presidency of Bantam reduced to

an Agency, subordinate to Surat.

1631-9.— Establishment of the T hird Joint Stock. . . . . . Regulations

Jor the administration of the Company's effairs.. . ... King's proclama-

tion against the private trade of the Company's officers. . .. .. Com-

pany's trade depressed on the West of India, in consequence of a famine

v« vee. Company’s privileges in Persia renewed and confirmed by the new
King, Shak Sepht. « « + -

of supplies from the Coromandel Coast.
effects of the disputes regarding the internal

. The trade at Bantam depressed from the want

1632-3.—Prejudicial
administration of the Company's offairs. .....
assist the Khan of Shiras, in an attempt to drive the Portuguese from
Phirmaund obtained from the King of Golcondah, allowing

The Company obliged to

Mouscat. . . . - -
the Company to re-establish their Factory at Masulipatam. . .. .. Trade
at Bantam precarious, from the opposition of the Dutch, and the reduced

rank of the Agency.
1633-4.— Conferences between the Privy Council and the Dutch Am-~

bassador, for adjusting the differences between the London and Dutch

Companies. . . - Decision of the Privy Council. . . . Phirmaund obtained

from the Mogul, allowing the Company to trade to Pipley,in Bengal. ...

The Trade in Persia practicable only by Contracts with the King.
1634-5.—The disputes between the King and Parliament render

redress to the Company from the Dutch hopeless. . . ... The Council of

voL. L N Surat

Contents.
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CfIAP. 1. Surat acknowledge having becn engaged in private trade. ... .. Truce
Contents.  petyeen the Ficeroy of Goa and the Presidency of Surat...... Trade
in Persia precarious, from the character of the King. .. ... Additional
Phirmaund obtained from the King of Golcondah, for the extension of
the English trade. . . ... The Agency at Masulipatam first attempt the

trade to Bengal, on the basis of the Phirmaund obtained from the Mogul
in the preceding year. .. . .. The Agency at Bantam restored to the rank
of a Presidency, and the Agencies on the Coast, and in Bengal, made
subordinate to it.

1635-6.—Sir William Courten obtains a Licence from the King to

form an Association for Trade to India. . . . .. Company petition the King
against this licence, as an infringement on their chartered privileges. ... -+
Company’s equipment limited, and their instructions general to their
Sforeign settlements. . . ... The Presidency of Surat form a convention
with the Viceroy of Goa. .. ... The Presidency of Bantam recommend,
that the fortifications at Armagon should be strengthened.

1636-7 .— Company disapprove of the convention with the Portuguese,
and petition that a declaration should be obtained from the Crown of
Spain, admitting their rights. ... .. Company petition the King Sor re-
dress for the depredations of Courten's ships in the East-Indies. . -+ ++
The Privy Council delay taking the subject into consideration, but re-

commend that letters should be written by the King to the Governor of

Surat, disavowing these depredations. . . .. . This event the source of the
subsequent piracies in India, .. ... The trade at Surat suspended by the

interference

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

interference of Courten’s Ships. oo oo Correspondence between the Presi-

dent of Surat and Captain Weddel, commander of Courten's ships. ... .

New contract for silk, with the King of Persia...... The trade on the

Coromandel Coast begins to be productive. . .+« The Presidency of Ban-

tam open a trade for pepper at Palambang and at Banjarmassin.

1637-8.— Privileges, nearly equal to those of the Company, con-

Serred on Courten...... Company’s petition and remonstrance to the

Crown, for relief, referred to the Attorney General and others, to report;

—but the grant to Courten confirmed ;—and the Company enjoined not

orts where Courten had established rFactories ......
Their order to the

to trade at the p

Despondency of the Directors on this occasion. . .. - -

Surat Presidency to persevere in the trade. . .-« Depressed state of the

m the interferences of Captain Weddel
-President Fremlin's

Company’s trade in this year, fro

report on the Persian trade.
n arrangement of their

.. Referred to

1638-9.—Company petition the King for a

trade with the Dutch, and with Courten's Association. . . .

a Committee of the Privy Council, to suggest a plan for an union between

the Company and Courten’s Association. « . - - -
their Charter. .. « . Statement of losses

Present a second petition,

when the King pronuises to renew
sustained from the Dutch...- .- Effect of the proceedings of Captain

Weddel on the Company's t.rade ...... Presidency of Surat mediate in a

peace between the Mogul and Portuguese. ... . . . New silk contract in

Persia. . .. . Armagon found an. unfavorable station for trade.
N - / : } . N 2 . ’ . 1639_40'___
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1639-40.— Company renew their petitions to the King and Council

. v+ . King resolves to revoke Courten's licence, and to rencw the Com-
})any’s Charter, on condition of their raising a new Joint Stock......
Conditions of the projected Fourth Joint Stock...... Trade at Surat
depressed by the Dutch searching Company's ships for Portuguese pro-
perty, and by Courten's shipping...... Effect of the new regulations

for the Persian trade. . .. .. Phirmaund obtained from the King of Gol-

condah for additional privileges of trade at Masulipatam. ... .. The
Nuig of Madraspatam offers permission to the English to settle at that
port, and the Portuguese at St. Thomé friendly to the project.
1640-1.—The necessities of the Crown oblige the King to take the
Company's store of pepper on credit, and to sell it at a reduced price
...... Report to the King on the failure of the projected subscription for
a Fourth Joint Stock, and petition_for redress of grievances. ... . Em-
barrassment of trade at Surat, and in Persia, by Courten's Agents and
the Dutch. . . ... Trade opened at Bussorah. .. ... Madras taken posses-
sion of by the Company's Agent, on a grant from the Naig of the dis-
trict, and Fort St. George erected. . . . .. The President and Council of

Bantam make exertions to preserve that trade.

1641-2,—The appearances of Civil War render the applications of

the Company to the Crown unavailing...... Company. apply to Lord
Cottington, and to the House of Commons, for. payment of the bonds
granted by the King, as security for the pepper debt......The Presi-
dency of Surat, on hearing of the separation of the. Crowns of Portugsl

e e -
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and Spain, form a convention with the Viceroy

defence. . . ... Trade in Persia precarious, JSrom its being unknown, whe-

ther its King intended to protect the Company or Courten's Association

The Agency at Fort St. George
Presidency of Bantam borrow money from Portuguese Merchants,

rendered subordinate to Bantam

to purchase an tnvestment.
ment of the Ciwil War. . ... . Company dis-

he bonds for pepper-..... Treasury
off these bonds. . . .. . Sub-,

1642-3 . —Commence

tressed by the non-payment of t

propose to sell certain Crown lands to pay
. The trade at Suratrevived,

scriptions for the First General Voyage. .= - .
Accession of Sultan

of the subscription. « . . - -
ia, and measures adopted for renewing the
communications from Madras, and from

e interests of the Third Joint

on receiving information
Abbas to the throne of Pers
Phirmaunds. . . . . . First regular
Bengal.. . ... Statement of the respectiv

Stock, and First General Voyage, at Bantam.
-4.—Effect of the Civil Wars on the Company's equipments and

directed to the Malabar and Coromandel

1643

trade. . .. .. The trade chiefly

Coasts. . . . . . Competition befween the English and Dutch, Jor obtaining

Phirmaunds from the Mogul and fr

Dutch, of the connexion of the English with th
Court's orders for the Persian trade, from the situation of that country,
.. The trade between Madras, Bengal, and

om his sons. . . . . . Jealousy of the

ePortuguese. .. ... The

could not be complied with. . .

1 -
‘

1644-5 —The Rast-India trade qﬁ"ectgd@ the continuation of the

Civil Wars... . .. Disgretionary orders given for the provision of invest-

Bantam, preserved.

3 e ments.
TR
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ments. . .. .. Surgeon Boughton's influence at the Mogul's court, the
means of confirming the English trade in Bengal. ... .. Dutch form a
convention with the Portuguese at Goa... ... Persian trade decreased,
Jrom silk not being so much worn in England as formerly. . . .. . Affairs
at Fort St. George assume a promising aspect. '
1645-6.—The Civil Wars render the sales of Indian produce uncer-
tain. .....The ponvention between the Dutch and Portuguese depressed
the trade between Surat and Goa. ... .. The Dutch obtained favorable
Phirmaunds from the King of Persia, from having a large fleet in the

Persian Gulf...... Phirmaund solicited from the King of Golcondah

Jor confirming the grant of Madras to the English.

1646-7.—The regular Government of England being overset, the
Company's equipments were small, and the instructions discretionary
...... The effect of the competition in the Surat trade, between the
English and Dutch, obliged both parties to come to an accommodation
...... Courten’s Association form a colony at Madagascar, which ruins
their trade. . . . .. New Phirmaunds obtained in Persia, but the Company's
trade depressed by Courten’s ships at Gombroon.

1647-8.—Company, with the approbation of the Parliament, project

a new Subscription. . .. .. The English trade in Surat, and in Persia, in-

Jured by the Dutch imports of pepper and the finer spices. ... . Trade at

Madras depressed by a_famine and not receiving pepper from Bantam.
1648-9.—The fall of the Montprchy obliged the Company to act with

secrecy in their equipments and stock. . . . .. Trade at Surat revives, Jfrom
the

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

the war between the Moguls and Persians. . . . . .

affected by the wars between the Kings of V' isiapore and Golcondah. ... . .

Trade at Bantam almost suspended for want of funds.
1649.50.— Establishment of the Council of State......

as the basis of an application to

A Fourth

Joint Stock projected by the Company,
the Council of State, for the renewal of their privileges. .- .-
memorial to the Council of State; specifying their losses by Courten's

Association and the Assada Merchants. ..« -+
recommended by the Council of State

Company's

An union between the Com-

pany and the Assada Merchants

...... Objections of the Assada Merc
An union between the Company and the

Application of the Company to Par-

liament for an act confirming their privileges, on the basis of this umion
s mized trade. . . ... Equip-

...... An United Joint Stock formed for the
ments and instructions of the Court to their fore

Difficulties of the Agents and Factors abroad, in appropriating the

mized funds of the Proprietors in the purchase
and by the Dutch, obstructed the.

ed the debt. ... ..

hants to this union. . . .. Company’s

answer to these objections. . - . -

Assada Merchants agreed OMevvose

ign settlements. . .. ..

of an investment. ... ..

The opposition, by Courten's ships,

trade, though the stock received at Surat had lessen

The Persian trade productive, but apprehensions entertained that the King

would think unfavorably of the Compa
...... Trade at Bantam depressed by

1650-1.—Petition of the Company t
from the Dutch ;—referred to the Council of

State

ny, from the calamities in England
the captures made by the Dutch.

Parliament for redress of

grievances and compensation

95
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State. . ... Captain Blackman appointed President of Surat, with instruc-
tions to suppress private trade. .. ... Similar instructions given to the
President and Council of Bantam. ... .. The Presidency of Surat obtain
Phirmaunds from the Mogul for the enlargement of their privileges. . . ..
Company's credit at Surat improved, by a large receipt of stock. . ... The
settlers on the Island of Assada offer to resign the plantation to the Pre-
sidency of Surat. . . ... Courten’s Fuctors at Rajahpore, offer to transf er
their factory to the Company. . .. .. The Persian trade and customs pre-

earious, from the power of the Dutch in the Gulf...... The trade at

Madras, and Masulipatam, depressed, by the wars between the Kings of

Visiapore and Golcondah. . . . .. The King of Golcondah proposes to form
a joint coasting trade with the English. . .. .. The Portuguese, by inter-
Jering with the religion of the natives, expose the settlements of the
Europeans to great danger.

1651-2.— Commonwealth established, and a foreign war expedient

to find employment JSor the flects and armies. . . . Company petition Par-
liament for redress of gricvances from the Dutch;—and for a fleet to
protect their homeward-bound shipping ;—and authority to enforce obedi-
ence in their servants in India. . . ... Repeat their petition against the
Dutch, accompanied with a statement of losses. .. ... The investment at
Surat limited, from an apprehension of a war with the Portuguese. .-« -
The Persian trade and customs diminished by the lafge Dutch fleet at
Gombroon. ... .. The Council at Fort St. George remonstrate against

the Court's arder for discontinuing the Sfortifications, as the Dutch had

irnproved

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

improved those at Pullicat. . . ... Obtain a Phirmaund from the Nabob,

Jor inland trade. .. ... The Factors in Bengal obtain a Phirmaund for

trade, on payment of 3000 Rupecs. |
1652-3.—The Commonwealth confirmed, and applications of the

Company, and of individuals, against the Dutch, encouraged by the

Council of State. . . ... Further petitions of the Company and of ind:-

viduals to the Council of State, for redress from the Dutch. ..... War

The accounts of the Fourth Joint Stock

declared against Holland. . . ...
adjusted. . . . .. The foreign Presidencies, and Agencies, vested with
discretionary powers. . .. .. The Presidency Of Surat apply to the Mogul

Jor protection against the Dutch. . ... Obtaina Phirmaund for protection

. Recommend that Bombay and Bassein

State qf the trade in Per-

and increased privileges. e

should be purchased from the Portuguese. . . . -

sia, before the intelligence of the Dutchwar was received. . . . .. After the

knowledge of that event reached Persia....../
e of the war with Holland.

Gew‘ge, on receiving intelligenc

1653-4.—The Parliament dissolved, and Cromwell declared Pro-

tector. ... .. Company petition Cromuwell to be allowed to make reprisals

on the Dutch, and propose to raise a subscription Sfor that Purpose.. ...,

The Mogul refuses to interfere in the war
Trade at Surat suspended, on the appearance of a Dutch fleet off
mpany’s ships captured by the Dutch in the

between the English and Dudtch

Swally. . .. .. Four of the Co
Gulf of Persia...... The Company’s property removed from Bussorah

to Gombroon. . . ... Fort St. George made a Presidency. . .. .. Inland

VOL. I. 8] trade
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trade
on the Coast of Coromandel impracticable, from the convulsed
state of the . st

of the country ; and coasting trade hazardous, from the superior

force of the Dutch. .. ... Fort St. George the only security to the Eng-

lish trade o N v .
on the Coromandel Coast. .. ... The connexion between Madras

and Bengal kept open,.....Trade at Bantam nearly suspended, on
account of the war with the Dutch.
1654-5.—The Parliament summoned by Cromwell, beginning to ques-

.Company petition Cromuwell, that Bassein

Treaty of Westminster, between

tion his authority, dissolved. . ..

and Bombay might be ceded to them. . . . . .
England and Holland. . . . .. Avrticles in this treaty, ascertaining the Com-
pany’s rights, and compensation for their losses. ... Proceedings of the

to ascertain the respective

Their

N ..
Commissioners app()mt()d under this treaty,

clanns of the London and Dutch East-India Compamea ......

award. .. ... The Adventurers in the United Joint Stock, joined with the

Assada Merchants, petition the Council of State, that the trade to the

East-Indies should be carried on by an open Company, each member having

liberty to employ his own stock and shipping. .. «- Answer of the East-

India Company to this peﬁtion ...... Reply of the Merchant Adventurers

to the Company's answer. . .. .. The petitions and replies refe srred to @

Select Commitlee of the Council of State, who remit the subject 10 the

consideration of the whole Council of State...... The Company send

orders PN ; .
ers to all their foreign settlements to reduce their establishments

The Merchant Adventurers fit out ships for India, and petition the Coun~

. Expedients used

cil of State for liberty to export foreign bulliop.....
by

EAST-INDIA COMPANWY,

by the Presidency of Surat to obtain small investments, and preserve the

Company's rights jan t .
pany’'s rights, . . . . - The Persian trade suspended, from the navigation

between Gombroon and Surat being impeded by the Dutch. . . . . The trade

at Fort St. George at a stand, from the inland wars, and the superior

Jorce of the Dutch. ... .- Measures for reviving the trade at Bantam.

1655-6.— Political situation of England. ... .. Treaty with France

and probability of war with Spain. ... .- The Council of State postpone

their decision on the petitions of the Company and of the Merchant Adven-
turers. ..... The Prop
of the United Stock, petition the Pro
ng the exclusive right to the Island of Polaroon,
The petitions referred by the Council of

ested in trustees, till a decision of the

rietors of the Third and Fourth Joint Stocks, and’
tector and the Council of State, each

claimi and to the £85,000

obtained jfrom the Dutch. . . ...

State to arbitrators,and the money v

be pronounced. .. The Protector proposes to the

respective claims should
00, who agree to lend him £50,000. . ..

Company to borrow the £8550
order their forewn Settleme

nd saltpetre. - -
ock, on the 1st September 1655. ... ..

but gave commissions

nts to call in all debts,' and vest the

Company
. General account of the debts and

amount in_fine goods a

credits of the United Joint St
of the Company,

Protector acknowledged the rights
hree ships for India. ... ..

enturers, who ﬁtted out t
an opinion in Holland, th
The number of the Company’s servants

Court referred, for an account

to the Merchant Adv

These mived events produce

at the East-India

Company had been dissolved. .

reduced at the foreign Settlements, and the
to the verbal informatio

of their affairs in India,
r than to written documents.

who had returned to England, rathe
02 1656-7.

n of their servants.
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pscy and the Merchant Adventurers allowed to proceed with their respec-

L1 ey s R y . , N . .
Leee cquipments. . ... Company petition the Protector for confirmation of

their Charter by Act of Parliament. . . . .. This petition referred to the
Council of State, by whom it is referred to a Select Committee. . . . Report
of this Select Committee, again referring the subject to the whole Council
of State. . . . .. Decision of the Council of State, that the East-India trade
should he curried on by the Company, or an United Joint Stock. . . . .. This
decision confirmed by the Protector, who declared his intention to grant a
new Charter to the East-India Company. . . ... Retrospect of the argu-
ments of the Merchant Adventurers, for an open trade to the East-Indies,
as rejected by the Protector.. . . .. Instructions sent by their Merchants
to their commanders and_fuctors in India, on this rejection. . .. .. The Pre-
sudency of Surat suspend all trade, till the question of the Company’s ¥ ight

should be decided in England This suspension of the English trade

enabled the Dutch to conquer Ceylon and blockade Goa. . . . . - Effect of

the interferences of the Merchant Adventurers on the trade of Surat ;—
and in Persia. . . . . . The trade at Fort St. George depressed by the Mer-
chant Adventurers, and by the first invasion of the Carnatic, by Sevagee;
—and the trade at Bantam, by the Dutch, and by the desertion q/'.s‘ever(l/

of the ( ompaniy’s servants.

1657 8.—Unsettled state of England. . . . .. Parliament assembled
and dissolved. . . ... Union between the Company and the Merchant Adven-
turers, and formation of a New Joint Stock. . . . . . . Adjustment, under this

S wnon, of the claims on the quick and dead stock of the Company. ... -+

General

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

General meeting of the Proprietors, for adjusting the rights of the respec-

tive stackholders. .. ... Petition Cromwell to protect their settlements

against the dépredations of the Dutch. ... .. A new system of adminis-

tration formed for Suraf, Fort St. George, and Bantam. . . . . . Trade at

Surat at a stand by the wars for the suc
Shah Jehan ;—and in Persia, from the projects of the King, Sfor con-

cession, on the death of the Mogul,

quests in India.

1658-9.— Death of Cromwell, and dissolution of the Protectorate

Council of Officers assume the sovereignty. . . . . . Measures adopt-

......

ed by the Company during this convulsed period. . .. . Equipments formed

on the New Joint Stock, and instructions to the foreign Settlements. . . . .

Trade revived at Surat, and the Company’s credit restored by the New

Stock. .. ... State of Trade at Fort St. George. ... .. Bantam continued

blockaded by the Dutch.

1659-60.—The Parliament, dismissed by Cromwell in 1653, reassem-

aive their servants abroad discretionary powers,
c L=

bled. . .. .. The Company

it being impracticable to send specific instruction. . . .. . The Presidency of

Surat adopt measures for the safety of the homeward-bound shipping. . . ..

Recommend, that some station should be fixed on, at which the Company's

property might be deposited, in cases of emerg

for getting possession of Muscat. . . . .- Trade on the Coromandel Coast ob-

. . ) >0 Golcondah and Visiapore. . .. Trade in Ben-
structed by Sevagee's wars G p

. . Bantam still blockaded by the Dutch.

gal in a more favorable state. . . .

1660-1.— Restoration of King Charles 1L ..... Renewal of the
ancient alliances between England and the Continental Powers. .. . .Peace

witl"

GENCY. + o .. Project of « plan -
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with Spain. . ... The States General send Commissioners to England, to
rencw the treaties of alliance, and to restore the Island of Polaroon. . . .
Polaroon desoluted by secret orders Srom the Governor of the Bandas. . . . .
Company petition the King for vedress, and to be restored to their pro-
portion of the spice trade. . ., . . ( '()})lpmlg/'s instructions to their foreign
Settlements, . ... . ( ompany petition the King for the restoration of their
Charter, and exclusive privileges. . . . .. Substance of the Charter granfed
by King Charles I1. to the Company, April 3, 1661... ... Rights con-
Serred or restored by this Charter. . . . .. Affairs at Surat nearly in the
same state, as in the preceding season, but the plan of getting possession
of Muscat had failed. . . .., Trade reviving at Fort St. George. .. . -+
The factory at Hughly threatened by Meer Jumlah, the Mogul General,
in consequence of the Agent having seized one of his junks.

Results from the preceding detail of events, ascertaining the Com-

1any’s vights, from Elizabeth to Charles 11,

CHAPTER I

REVIEW OF THE ANNALS OF THE LONDON EAST-INDIA
COMPANY, FROM ITS ESTABLISHMENT BY THE CHARTER
OF QUEEN ELIZABETH (1600), TO THE RESTORATION OF
TS PRIVILEGES BY THE CHARTER OF KING CHARLES IL

(1601).

s »

'"THE progress of civilization in Europe, during the sixteenth

CHAP. 1.

) . N
century, had been general, and nations had been assuming those The resour-
M

aspects, which necessarily unfolded, to each of them, their
comparative strength and resources. On the continent, regular
armies had been established, and, with discipline, had become
more formidable than the temporary martial levies, which feudal
sovereigns could bring into the field; but those armies were only
embodied in the powerful monarchies, which, from the absolute
nature of their governments, could command resources for their
maintenance.

The resources from the royal demesnes, and feudal tenures,
hore no proportion to the magnitude of military charges, and

-

it

ces of the
great monar-
chies in Eu-
rope, during
the sixteenth
century, une
equal to the
progress of
civilization.

New resour-
ces from the
protection
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1t was to obtain larger resources, that encouragements hegan
to be given to the useful arts, and to trade ;—as a return for such
cncouragements, suis of money were ‘pnid, and anmual duties,
or taxes, levied on the inhabitants of the towns which cnjoyed
protection ; —these duties, or taxes, the industrious artisans and
traders willingly paid, as the price of the privileges, which, in
progress of time, became more defined in their characters, and
were known under the description of the rights of incorporations.

For a scries of years, industry had few objects, and was
employed only in improving, by art, the staple produce of
kingdoms and states, for the consumption of the inhabitants.
The extent of improvement, thus, was limited, and the value
which it could contribute to the resources of a state, narrow,
if not precarious. . When this industry had been employed on the
staples (wine, cloths, &c.) of different nations, and had rendered
them articles of luxury or of necessity, to ncighbouring countrics,
the intercourse of states and kingdoms began to be enlarged, and
enterprize to he engrafted on industry.  This new aspect of civi-
lizing Lurope was happily seconded by the discoveries in mathe-
matics, and the natural sciences, which facilitated navigation, and
rendered the productions of the most distant countries, articles
of necessity and luxury to each : — civilization of manners, thus,
cncouraged industry, and the numerous branches of industry
furnished articles which reciprocally favoured civilization, and
hrought forward the useful arts and sciences, which improved the
one, and refined the other.  France, Spain, and Germany, ar¢
examples, on the continent, of this progress of civilization and

industry ;

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

industry ; and the discovery of America, and of the passage. t'o
the East-Indies, are examples of the aids, which the spirit
of enterprize drew from the discoveries in the useful arts. and
sciences, which faciligte the intercourse between the continent

of Europe and countries which had been, hitherto, unknown,

or to which the Europeans had but partially resorted. .

England, during this progress, if 1t did not posses.s, inter-
nally, many articles which could become subjects of industry,
on so extensive a scale as the greater continental monarchies and
states, from this very circumstance was stimulated to enterprizes,
for obtaining the produce of other countries, to become the
materials upon which industry could be exerted, or ingenuity
employed, to increase the assortments required in trade, by adding
to its staples the productions of its manufactures : —by this expe-
dient, England augmented its means for commerce, and the
English merchants combined staples with foreign merchandize, in
their assortments of cargoes.

It was in this stage of English industry, of useful arts, of
commerce, and of navigation, that we discover the gradual rise
of a new principle, derived from probity in mercantile dealings,
or the principle of credit, which, for a time, experienced compe-
titions among the commercial and maritime powers of Europe,
but, ultimately, became proverbial : —navigation and commerce,
by degrees, extended credit, and as that of the English mer-
chants began to be better understood, its superiority wa
ally recognised. The resourccs of the kingdom, by the
necessarily increased with its mercantile credit, and

VOL. I P

s gradu-
se means,
its influ-
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ence was admitted in the balance of power establishing, at this
period, among the European nations. At one time it appeared as
a check upon the ambitious projects of universal monarchy ; at
another, it was the arbiter of the recipro&l projects of nations
for aggrandizement : —the first was the state of England, during
the reign of Henry VIIL ; the second, its state, during the long
and able administration of Queen Elizabeth.

The spirit of enterprise in distant trade, which had, for
century, brought large resources to Spain and to Portugal, could
not hut diffuse itself, as a new principle, in the rising commerce
of England : —hence associations were beginning to be formed,
the joint credit of which was to support experiments, for extending
the trade of the realni.

During the reign of Edward VI, the first instances occurred
of voyages of discovery receiving the protection of the crown to
the adventurers, who were to embark their property in commercial
schemes to the Northern parts of Europe ; and though the death
of this young monarch took place, before a charter was granted to
the Russia Company, this charter, which had received his encou-
ragement, was obtained from Philip and Mary, in the year 1554-5,
under the name of The Merchant Adventurers for the Discovery
of Lands, Countries, Isles, &c., not before known to the
English. . As this project was supported by the first nobility and

: - . . i-
officers of state, the Company assumed a regular system of adm
and twenty-

twenty-four
assistants,

nistration, hy having a Governor (Sebastian Cabot)

cight persons, of whom four were to be consuls, and

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

assistants, and to have perpetual succession, and a common

seal.() . .

In the last year of Queen Mary’s reign, the trade of this
ended through Russia into Persia, to obtain raw-
ion of this branch of the trade,

from India and China,

Company ext
silk, &c. ‘It wasin the prosecut

that the adventurers met with merchants

from whom a knowledge of the producti | .
and the profits of them in trade, was communicated, on their

ons of those countries,

return to England.
Queen Elizabeth, towards the

the struggle she had to maintain al
called for new and more enlarged resources, gave similar en-

ile association, or the Levant
couragements to a new mercantil ,

Company, having, previously to granting them a charter, settled

preliminaries at Constantinople,
trading to Turkey. In the charter to this Company, in 1581, it

it was given “to obtain a good vent for the

latter years of her reign, when

with the continental powers,

for protection to her subjects,

was specified, that

s pommodities of the realm, to the advancement of her honor and

« dignity, and the increase of her revenue’”’ ; and it is remarkable,
that the provisions in this charter, viz, that the exclusive grant
might be revoked, on one year’s previous notice, and, if profitable
to the kingdom, that it should be renewed at the end of seven
years, afford the first instance of that cautious policy, with which

the Queen conferred commercial privileges on her subjects. ®
P2 The

(1) —Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii. page 98.

(2)=Ibid. . ereiviii pages 152, 133,
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CHAP. I The Levant, or Turkey Company, in the prosecution of

\Wd
The informa- their tre e s ) .
tion derved their trade, having sent merchants, with cloths, from Aleppo to

from these

Companies, Bagdat, and thence down the Persian Gulf, attempted to open

the sour £ . . . .
the direcs a1l overland trade to the FEast-Indies, and having obtained

trade be- : .
tradebe.  Indian articles at Agra, Lahore, Bengal, and even at Malacca,

ﬁs"t‘f[‘;‘:"i‘e‘s‘_‘e on their return to England, brought information of the riches to
be acquired by a trade to the East-Indies. This information first
gave rise to the project of opening a communication, by ses,
between England and Asia. ©

thlslg?::;'Z:, ] The impression which this information had created, Wff«“

Cavendish.  encouraged, previously to this time, by the voyage of Sir Francis
Drake round the world, from 1577 to 1580, who, with five ships,
had navigated the Straits of Magellan, with the object of
making prizes of the rich Spanish ships in the South Seas, and
who, to avoid the Spanish cruizers, had returned to Europe, by
the Moluccas and the Cape of Good Hope. The example of
Sir Francis Drake was followed, in 1586, by Mr. Thoma#
Cavendish, who, in like manner, navigated the Straits of Ma-
gellan, and returned by the Cape of Good Hape. The wealth
which these celebrated navigators brought to Engiand in 8°1d’
silver, &c., though obtained by making prizes of the spanish
vessels, induced the English merchants to form the opinion;
that, great profits and national advantages might be acquired>
by fitting out ships to follow a direct trade to India, and, by
sales or purchases, to increase the commerce, and improve the

navigation, of the realm ;—and, bestdes, that they might have

the

(1)—Anderson's History of Commerce, vol. ii. page 179.

LAST-INDIA COMPANY.

the chance of making prizes from the Portugiiese and Spaniards,
which would defray, in part, the charges of the equipments.
That this was a prevailing disposition among the English
merchants at this time, appears from a memorial presented fo
the Lords of Council, in October 1589, which is introduced
‘ <e settlements on the Malabar and

with a survey of the Portugue
and the

Coromandel Coasts, their occupation of Malacca,
Bandas and Moluccas, and which infers, that, in the countries
bordering on the Indian and China Seas, and in the peninsula of

India, there were many ports which mig

vantage by English ships, at which sales might be made of

English cloths, and other staple and manufactured articles, and

purchases obtained of the produce of those countries ; and

concluded, that such a trade would, by degrees, add to ﬂ.le
shipping and seamen of the kingdom, and to Its naval force, in

the same manner as the Portuguese€ .
aeen’s licence for three ships,

They, therefore, requested the Q
the Royal Merchant, the Susan, and the Edward, and three
pinnaces, to be equipped, and protec
being subject to any other condition, than that of the payment
of the duties of customs on their return.®

This ‘memorial appears to have been favorably received, as,
in 1591, Captain Raymond, with three ships, was sent on this

experiment ; and although losses by sea disappointed the ad-
the knowledge which Captain

fleets had been increased :—

ted in this trade, without

venturers in their speculation,

Lancaster, the survivor, had acquired of the practicability of

the

(1)—Memorial of divers Merchants to the Lords of the Council, regarding the East-

India Trade, October 1589. (East-India FPapers in the State Paper Office, vol. i,
No. 2. 1 A))
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the scheme, encouraged other adventurers, subsequently, t©
embark in a similar prqwh )

Though there does not remain any account of equipments,
or stock, of any adventure from England to the East-Indies,
from this period till 1596, it appears that, in this year, one Of
more ships were prepared for a trade to China; as Queen
Elizabeth granted her letters of recommendation to the Emperor
of China to Richard Adam and Thomas Bromfeild, merchants
and citizens of London. It is memorable, that in this letter,
besides r ecdmmending those merchants to the Emperor’s pro-
tection, and vouching for the probity of their dealings, the‘
Queen expressed her desire to be informed, through them, of
those institutions, by which the empire of China had become SO
celebrated for the encouragement of trade; and, in return,
offered the fullest protection to the subjects of China, should
they be disposed to open a trade to any of the ports in her

dominions. @

) . ; hese
Whether it was from the information collected from t

detached voyages to the East-Indies, from the example of the
associations, which have been specified, as having received the
protection of the crown, or from the Dutch, at this junctur?,
forming associations for a trade to the East-Indies, it 18
impossible to decide; but it is probable, that the whole of
these circumstances had the effect, in 1599, to bring forward an

_ then
association of Merchant Adventurers, to embark, what was
considered
(1)—Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, page 180,

i t
(2)—(Draft). Letter from Queen Elizabeth to the Emperor of China, date
Greenwich, 16th July 15906, (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, vol. i, No. 2)-

d at
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considered a large stock, on a'voyage‘fftofthlEaSt-Itfd!es. The
contract of these Adventurers, citizens bf «Lomlon,‘-u Vaf‘:‘?able’
from its being the first authentic-decll whish oecurs in thetdnnals
of our East-India trade ;— it is intitled, The sames of .suche
‘¢ fsons as have written with there owne h‘andt?s', to-r ventfer nlt the
¢ ptended voiage to the Easte-Indias (thewhiche l-t maie I’teaé*?
“ the Lorde to prosper), and the somes that they Vt’lll adven ul;z :1
¢ the xxij September 1599.” ® The fund sujbscrlbed a;no(llm' "
to £30,133. 6s. 8d., which was divided into one hundred &
one shares or adventures, the subscriptions of individuals varymng
from s£100 to s£3000. ' e
On the 24th September 1599, a general meeting © .

adventurers was held, the result of which was,. a res:hftlon (tio
apply to the Queen, for her royal assent to a project, ‘¢ mtend-
“ ed for the honor of their native country, and the advance-
“ ment of irade and merchandize within the realm of E.ngland;
“ and to set forth a voyage this year to the East-Indles., a:nd
“ other islands and countries thereahouts ) a. descnptmn
which shows, that the project was general, and .1ntended .fo;
opening a trade, at any of the ports in the East-Indle-s, at w;nc
it might be practicable to sell Europe, or purchase. Indian produce.
The precision with which the first general regulations were dra.wn,'
discovers that the project had already been matured, and prepa-
red to be carried into immediate execution.

The first measure was to prevent the funds from being con-
tributed

(1)—M.S. in the Indian Register Office, Fadndia House, marked 9, bound in

green canvas, being minutes of the First Courts of Adventurers for trade to the East-Indies:
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“ resolved to make a viage to the East Indias: —they therefore s

% :::bsl;tied ;ln all(liybother .form thanh money ; for it was agreec.l, that / requested, that they might be incorporated into' a company,

1509, p should bereceived as the stock of any adventurer :— the with succession ; ¢ for that the trade of the Indies being soe

next measure was, to place the management of the business ¢ remote. could not be traded on, but ona jointe and united

in fifteen Committec-men, or Directors, who were appointed R Stock;’i—that their shipping should not be stopped, ““as the

to prepare and regulate the projected voyage ;— farther, to  delay of one moﬁthe might lose a whole yeares viage -__that

simplify the business, it was resolved, that the share of no future they might be allowed to export foreign coin, and if there should

adventurer should be less than s£200, and that a call should be be a want of it, that bullion should be coined for them in the

made of twelve per cent. on each share, to be employed as an Queen’s Mint ;—and that they should be exempted from payment

immediate fund, for the purchase and equipments of vessels of customs, for six voyages, on the ground that the Dutch mer-

for the voyage. O ‘ chants were exempted, for several years, from payment of
—petition As evidence of the preparation which had been made, for customs, on export or import.!) .

gf ?“;jf:‘am speedily carrying the objects of this association into execution, This petition having been favorably received by the Privy

:zf;t:‘;‘n'é"fg the Committces, or Directors, at their first meeting, on the 25th Council, a Committee was again appointed, on the 4th Octobe.:r

oport. bul- September 1599, divided themselves into two Committees ;—t0 1599, to continue the solicitations of the Adventurers to their

one of which was entrusted the means of devising an applica-
tion to the Lords of the Privy Council, for privileges : and to the
other, the provision of shipping for the intended voyage. A
petition, at the same meeting, having been prepared, was appro-
ved of by the Court, which stated, that ¢ divers merchants,
«

induced by the successe of the viage performed by the Duche

i< Y. . .o ' »
Naton, and being informed that the Duchemen prepare for a

" have liberty to carry out five thousand
"as a stock for the trade; and also to frame a

Lordships. On the 16th October, the Queen’s approbation of the

ioni ittee were directed to
voyage having been signified, the Committee wer

endeavour to obtain from the Privy Councl

ight
the Adventurers to proceed on the voyage, and that they ml.g
pounds weight of bullion,

draft of privileges,
were to request from

1, a warrant for allowing

which the Directors, on a future occasion,

Her Majesty. @

*“ new viage, and to that ende have hought divers ships here, 112 hich the East India Adventurers, and their Their voyage
) 3 : . The zeal with which the r.ast- retarded, by
““ Englande, were stirred with noe lesse affecton to advaunce the i . d; was, for a time, checked a treaty pend-
«“ e . . . . were Committees opened their proceecings, ’ ing between
trade of their native countrie, than y¢ Duche merchaunts w¢ Q by tlﬁ  oeeneen
. . - the crown of

““ to benefite theire commonwealthe, and upon y* affeccon have Spain.

1’(‘5()1"0‘1 ’ (1)—Minutes, 25th September 1899.

(2)—Minutes, 4th and 16th October 1599
(1)—Minutes of Adventurers, 'tlx September 1509, (Indian Register Office.)
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by onc of those public events, which discovers the necessity
of private interests Dbeing accommodated to the state of
public affairs. At this juncture, the negotiations between
Queen Elizabeth and the crown of Spain, were under the con-
sideration of the respective ministers ot the two crowns, and as

any privileges, which the Queen might grant, must be accommo-

dated to the terms of the treaty, the progress of the East-India

voyage was, for a time, suspended. The Dircctors, however,
anxious for the success of the undertaking, overlooked this public
circumstance, and solicited a warrant, that they might be allowed
to proceed on the voyage, notwithstanding the treaty which was
negotiating ; — but their petition was refused by the Privy
Council, on the ground that ¢ it was more beneficiall for the
¢ generall state of merchandize to entertayne a peace, then that
¢ the same should be hindred, by the standing w® y* Spanishe
“ comissioi’s, for the mayntayning of this trade, to forgoe the
““ oportunety of the concluding of the peace; whereuppon the
“ Adventurors, fearing lest, after they were drawen intoa charg,
“ they shuld be required to desist ther viage, did proceade noe
¢ further in the matter, for this yere, but did enter into the
“ preparaon of a viage the next yere followinge.”®

This event, instead of damping the spirit of enterprize by
which those Adventurers were animated, tended only to induce

themn to make the most minute inquiries into the actual state of

the countries to which the Spaniards might claim an exclusive trade..
Asthe Spanish commissioners might refuse to give information on
this

(\—Minutes of Court, October 154G.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

t, the Adventurers presented a memorial to the Quee

this subjec
the countries or ports, to the

and Privy Council, describing
commerce of which Spain could not pretend an exclusive right;

and, on the basis of this information, rested their petition for the
Queen’s licence, or grant, for permission to her subjects to trade to
the East-Indies,without involving her in any questions which either
might postpone, or could prevent the conclusion of the pending
treaty between England and Spain. As this memorial comprehends
more full information on the subject, than could have been expect-
ed, at this early period of geographical and historical knowledge,
it is, in itself, an authenticated view of the grounds upon

ch the Queen, and the Lords of the Council, listened to the

whi ' ened fo I
and forms an interesting link ir

petition of the Adventurers,

of East-India trade, and is, as follows : —

the annals
y the English Marchants may trade into

« the East-Indies, especially to such rich kingdoms and doma-
« nions as are not subjecte 0 the Kinge of Spayne and Por-

; , jint h tugals con-
« tugal; together with the true (imils of the Portugals

uest and gurisdiction

« Certayne Reasons, W

in those oriental parts.
119 q
<« 'Whereas, Right Honora

e crownes of Englan

oubted, but that greate excep . :
ntended voyage of Her Mate subjects mnto the

by the Cape of Buen therefore the

e sayd intended VOY

Q2

ble, upon a treatie of peace be-

d and Spayne like to ensue, yt is
* tweene tion wil bee taken
“ not to be d
« agaynst the 1
« East-Indies,

« Adventurers in th

a Speranga ;
age most humbly crave,
“ at
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¢ at yor Honors hands, to take perfecte knowledge of these fewe
¢ considerations underwritten.

“ First, they desire, that it wold please yor Honors to urge

“ the corissioners of the Spanish peace, to put downe, under
¢ their hands, the names of al such islands, cities, townes,

“ places, castels, and fortresses, as they are actually, at this

“ present, possessed of, from the sayd Cape of Buena Speranga,

“ along the Cost of Africa, on the Cost of Arabia, in the East-
¢ Indies, the Malucos, and other oriental partsof the world :
¢ which, if they may bee drawne trulyand faythfully to putdowne,
¢ so that wee cannot be able, manifestly, to prove the contrarie,
¢ then wil wee be content, in noe sort, to disturbenor molest
¢ them, whersoever they are alrcadie comanders and in actual

“ authoritie.

“ Secondly, if they wil not, by any meanes, bee drawne to

« this themselves, thenwee, for yo' Lordshippes perfect instruc-
‘¢ tion in this behalfe, wil take the paynes to doe it for them.
““ Yt may please yo' honors, therefore, to understand, that these
“ bee al the islands, cities, townes, places, castles, and fortresses,
“ whereof they be, at this present, actual coinaunders, beyond

““ the Cape of Buena Speranga, castward.

« Onthe Coste of Africa:
« Sofala, or Zcfala,
¢« Masambique,

¢ Sena.

. ¢ then remayneth

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

-« In the Mouth of the Persian Gulfe :

¢ Ormuz.

« From the Persian Gulfe along the Coste of India, Southward :

« Diu, ¢ St. Thomé, or Malipur
¢« PDamaon, ¢ Negapatam,

¢« Bagaim ¢ Manar,

« Chaul, ¢¢ Columbo, in Ceilon,.

«« Goa,the seatof theviceroy ¢« Malaca,
¢«¢ Maluco, or Tidore,.

¢ QOnor,
(11

¢« Bargelor . Amboyna,
(13

¢« Mangalor, Macao,

¢« Manilla, in the island of
¢ Lugon, one of the Philip-

¢ Cananor,.
¢ Cranganor,.
« Cochin,.

« Coulaom,

¢ forts upon that island..

¢ Thirdly, al the places which are under their government
« and comaund being thus exactly and truely put downe, and
ng able to avouch it to be so, by many evident and in-

and some eye-witnesses, if need require ; yt

« wee bei

¢ vyincible proofes,
, that al the rest rich kingdoms and islands of

h are in number very many, are out of their

<« the East, whic
« power and jurisdiction, and free for any other princes or people

¢« of the world to repayre unto,

“ governors of those territories
—a chiefe parte whereof are these here ensue-

whome the soveraigne lords and

wil bee willing to admitte into

¢¢ their dominions :
‘“ inge,

The

< pinas, and certayne other.
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EE!}/I;} < The names of the chiefe knowne Islunds and Kingdoms, be-
1599 “ yond the Cape of Buena Speranga, wholy out of the domi-
“ nion of the Portugalls and Spaniards, in the East, Southeast,

“ and Northeast Parts of the W orld.
“ The Isle of Madagascar, or San Lorenso, upon the

‘ backeside of Africa.

“ The kingdoms of Orixa, Bengala, and Aracan, in the
“ Gulfe of Bengala.

¢ The rich and mightie kingdome of Pegn.

‘¢ The kingdome of Jungalaon.

‘¢ The kingdome of Siam.

¢ The kingdome of Camboia.

““ The kingdome of Canchinchina.

“ The most mightie and welthy empire of China.

‘¢ The rich and goulden island of Sumatra.

¢ The whole islands of Java Major, Java Minor, and Baly-

“ The large and rich islands of Borneo, Celebes, Gilolo;
“ and Os Pai)uas.

¢ The long tracte of Nova Guinea and the Isles of Solomon-

islands of Malucos and

¢ The rich and innumerable
e and

“ the Spiceric, excepte the two smal isles of Tidor
““ Amboyno, where the the Portugals have only two smal forts.
¢ The large islands of Mindanao and Calamines.
¢ The goulden islands of the greate and smal Lequeos.
¢ The manifold and populos sylver islands of the Japones-

¢ The countrey of Coray, newely discovered to the north

(19
cast.,
« In

1
EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 119

CHAP. L
th

¢« In all these, and infinite places more, abounding wi
1599.

« greate welth and riches, the Portugales and Spaniards have
¢ pot any castle, forte, blockhouse, or comaundment, as wee

‘ are able prove by these authors or witnesses following :—

<« Portugalle Authors, printed and written:

€

¢ Fernando Lopes de Castanneda, his larg volumes of y
¢« Fast-Indies.

« John Barros, his 3 decads of Asia.

¢« Antonio Galvano, of the Discoverours of the new World.

« Hieronyinus Osorius, de rebus gestis Emanuelis Regis.

¢« PDuarte Sande, printed at Machao, in China, 1590.

¢« The notable intercepted Register, or Matricola, of the
«¢ whole government of the East-India, in the Madre de Deos,

«“ 1592.

]

<« Spanish Authors printed in Spayne :
« (Gonsalvo de Oviedo, chronicler for the West-Indies to

¢ Charles the V.
«« John Gaetan.
« Francis Lopez de Gomara.

« Jtaliens:

¢ The first volume of John Baptista Ramusius.
¢« Cesar Frederic, which lived 18 yeres in y° Est-Indies,
““ and returned 1581.

« Petrus Maffeus, printed within these 7 yeres.

¢ Englishmen
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<« Englishmen personally in the Malucos, Java, and many other

 parts of the Easl-Indies :

¢ Sir Francis Drak’s men, yet living, and his own writings
¢ printed.

“ Mr. Thomas Candishe’s Companye, yet living, and bhis
““ writings printed.

¢ Mr. Ralph Fitche’s travayles through most of the Portugal
¢ Indies, in print.
¢ ¢ Mr. James Lancaster’s and his companyes voyage, as farre
¢ as Malaca, printed.

«« Hollanders :

«« John Huygen de Linschoten’s worke, which lived above
“ 7 yeres in India.
““ The first voyage of the Hollanders to Java and Baly, ip
¢ printe.
““ The second voyage to Java, in Dutch and English.
“ The testimonie of William Pers, Englishman, with them
in y° sayd voyage. ‘
“ The third returne of the Hollanders from the Est-Indies

[

¢ this yere.

“ Fourthly, let them shewe any juste and Jaweful reasons,
¢ yoyd of affection, and partialitie, why they should barre her
¢ Ma, and al other Christian princes and states, of the use of
¢ the vaste, wyde, and infinitely open ocean sea, and of access€

¢ to the territories and dominions of so many free princes, kings,
and

EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 121

i in whose dominions they have noe CHAP. I.
« and potentates in the East, 1 y

<« more soveraign cofiiaund or authoritie, then wee, or any 1599.

. . !
¢« Christians whosoever.” M

—referred by
the Queen to

. . : _ thecelebrated
in this document, fully examined, before she granted the re ot

est of the Adventurers, and referred it to the celebrated Vile

The Queen was disposed to have the information contained

qu
Fulke Grevile, to examine, and give his opinion, on a subject of

sach national importance; and if the memorial forms one link,

| in the events which led to the establishment of the London

East-India Company, the answer of this distinguished person
to Sir Francis Walsingham, becomes a second, and a most in-

teresting one, and is, as follows : —

¢« §.—You demaunde of me the names of such kings as
« gre absolute in the East, and either have warr, or traffique,
« wn the Kinge of -Spaigne. I will beginne in Barbarie, with
« the kingdoms of Fess and Morocco, w have either of them
« vj or vij pettie kingdoms under them. Then followe the
¢ kingdoms of Gaulata, Tombuto, and Melly; wherof the
“ firste is poore, and hath smale traffique ; the seconde populous,
¢ and rich in corne and beasts, but wanteth salte, w*® the Portu-
< gal supplieth ; the last hath store of corne, flesh, and cotten-

“ woll, w are carried into Spaigne in great abundance. The

“ pext is Guine, a gréater and richer kingdome then the former,

€< 3
VoL. I R beinge

(1)—Account of the Limits of the Portugals Jurisprudence in the East-Indies,

(East-India Papers, in the State Paper Office, No. 7 ]



122

CHAP. I
\‘w
1599.

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

““ beinge 500 myles in length ; and ther both Portugalls, French-
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men, and Netherlanders, use much traﬁiciluc. The Portu-
galls hould a forte by the Cape of Tres Puntas, from whence
they take many Moores of that countrie prisonners, and make
them slaves, and are therfore much hated in Guine. Beyonde
Guine is the mightie kingdome of Congo, wher the Portugalls
have also trafficque, and a little forte called S© Paule: this
kinge is hable to bringe 400™ armed men to the fielde. At
the ryver Coanza beginneth the kingdome of Angola, once
tributary of the Kinge of Congo, now absolute, and hable to
levic a million of men in his owne countrie. In theis ptes the
cheife trafficque of the P(;rtugalls and Spaniards is for slaves,
whom they carry from hence by thowsands, to sell in other
cuntries. From Angola, to the Cape of Bona Speranz
alonge the coast, is the Kinge of Climbeby, and many other
pettie lords, we admitt of noe trafficque with strangers in their
dominions. Beyonde the Cape, to the ryver of Magnice;

lieth the kingdome of Buena, w hath some store of goulde-.

B
And at that ryver beginneth the kingdome of Sofala, w°
stretcheth alonge the sea to the ryver of Cuama, and is subject
to the Portugall, onlic to avoyd the tyrrannie of the Kinge of

Monomotapa, who is a mightie prince in the mayne, and hath

manie legions of men and amazons, to guard his cuntrie. In.

the mouth of Cuama the Portugalls have a forte, wher they
traffique for gould, yvorie, and amber, brought owt of Mono-
motapa and cuntries adjoyning. At Cuama beginneth the
litle kingdome of Angoscia; and then the kingdome of Mo-

sambique
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wher the ilands is possessed by the Portugalls, and CHAP. L

the Mayne, now divided almost into as many kingdomes, as 1599.

ther be townes. From the Cape of Bona Speranza to Mosam-
bique, the people are all heathens and idolaters; from
Mosambique to the Red Sea, al Mahometans, 'excepte a few
Christians planted there since the Portugals comlnge.. Be{.bre
Mosambique lieth the greate iland of St Laurence, inhabited
by heathens, and divided into fowre governments, wher they
have both mynes and other riches ; but never would traf’ﬁqu.e
w' strangers, till of late the Portugalls beganne to use their
havens, and carried from them amber, wax, sylver, copper,
rise, and other commodities, brought to them abord their
shipps, for otherwise they were not suffered to 'land in the
jland. Ther be also many other ilands adjoyning, not yet
discovered. Beyonde Angoscia lye the kingdoms of Quiloa,
Mombaza, and Melinda, all possessed and -wasted by the
Portugalls : the people are still. Mahometans ; and acknO.W-
ledge the greate kingdome of Monemugi, w lyeth behind
them in the continent, confyning w* Nilus, and Prester John.
That kinge also bartereth gold, sylver, copper, and ivory, for

the cotton and lynnen w the Portugalls doe bringe him.

From Melinde to the Cape of Guardafuy are many petty

kingdoms, possessed by the white Mahometans, the cheif
whereof are Pate, Brava, Magadoxo, and Amflion. At the
said Cape the Portugalls yeerly lye in wayte for the Turkish
shippes, w* adventure to traffique without their licence,

¢ houldinge themselves the only comaunders of these seas,

R 2 From
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From the Cape to the mouth of the Red Sea, are also many
smale dominions of white Mahometans, rich in gould;
sylver, ivory, and all kynd of victualls: and behind thes
cuntrics, in the mayne, lyeth the great empire of Prester
John, to whom the Portugalls (as some write) doe yeerly send
8 shipps, laden w' all kynde of merchandise, and also furnish
themselves w many sayllers owt of his coast townes in the
Red Sea.  In the bottom of this sca, at a place called Sues,
the Turckes huild gallies, wt scoure all that coast, as far as
Melinde, and cverie yeere annoy the Portugalls exceadinge
much. Beyond the Red Sea, Arahia Felix is governed by
manie sultans of greatc and alsolute power, both by sea and
land, uppon the pointe therof standeth the rich and strong®
cittie Aden, wher both Indians, Persians, Zithiopians,
Turkes, and Portugals, have exceadinge greate traffique:
Beyond the Gulf of Persia that kinge possesseth all the coast;
and hath great traflique w* the Portugals, w pearles, carpetts,
and other rich coimodities. The lle of Ormus lyeth in the
mouth of this golf, and is subject to the Persians, but so that
the Portugals hath a forte init, and ther is the staple of all
India, Arabia, Persia, and Turkie, whither Christian m'chants

do also resort, from Aleppo and Tripolis, twyse in the yeere:

Beyonde the Persian lieth the kingdome of Cambaia, w 18 the

fruitfullest of all India, and hath exceedinge greate trafficque;

the Portugals possesse ther the towne of Dieu, scituate 1 an

iland in the mouth of Indus, wher he hath great trade w the

. . . - . the
Cambaians, and all other nations in these ptes. Next 18 tl
¢« cuntri€
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cuntrie of the Malabars, who are the best souldiers of India, S.P_Iw

‘and greatest enemies of the Portugals: it was once an entyer

empier, now divided into many kingdoms ; part is subject to
the Queene of Baticola, who selleth greate store of pepper
to the Portugals, at a towne called Onor, w" they hould in
her state ; the rest of Malabar is divided into fyve kingdoms,
Cochin, Chanonor, Choule, Coulon, and Calechut ; the last
was the greatest, but, by the assistance of the Portugals,
Cochin hath now prevayled above him. Beyonde the Malabars
is the kingdome of Narsinga, wher the Portugals also
traffique ; then the kingdome of Orixen and Bemgalen, by
the ryver Ganges, as also of Aracan, Pegu, Siam, Tanassaria,
and Queda.. The iland of Sumatra, or Taprobuna, is
possessed by many kynges, enemies to the Portugals; the

cheif is the Kinge of Dachem, who besieged them in

Malacca, and w* his gallies stopped the passage of victualls

and trafficke from China, Japan, and Molucco, till, by a
mayne fleete, the coast was cleared. The Kinge of Spaigne,
in regarde of the importance of this passage, hath often
resolved to conquere Sumatra; but yet nothinge is done.
The Kinges of Acheyn and Tor are, in lyke sorte, enemies to
the Portugals. The Philippinas belonged to the crowne of
China, but, abandoned by him, were possessed by the

Spaniards, who bave trafficque ther w® the firchants of
China, which yeerly bring to them above 20 shippes, laden
w all manner of wares, w*" they carry into New Spaine and

They trafficque also with the Chinois at Mackau
“ and

Mexico.

1599.
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CHAP. I. ““ and Japan. And, lastlie, at Goa, there is great resort of all

1599, “ nations, from Arabia, Armenia, Persia, Cambaia, Bengala,

‘“ Pegu, Siam, Malacca, Java, Molucca, and China, and the

“ Portugals suffer them all to lyve ther, after their owne man-

““ ners and relligions ; only, for matter of justice, they are ruled

“ by the Portugall law. In the yeere 1584, many embassadours

‘“ came to Goa from Persia, Cambaia, and the Malabars, and

concluded peace wi the Portugals ; 1586, the Arabians slew
above 800 Portugals.

“ Theis collections T have made out of Osorius, Eden’s

“ Decads, and spetially owt of the voyages of John Huighen,

* havinge neyther meanes nor tyme to seak other helpes. This,
&

(X1

143

as it is, I recoiend it unto yo', w my love and good will:

** From London, this X* of March 1599 (1600).

“ Yo verie lovinge frende,

(1
<« FouLkr, Grevir.” ¢

1600. The next gencral meeting of the Adventurers appears to
;I(f:f;e‘f}t“f(‘)“ have heen held at Founders’-Hall, on the 23d September 1600,
Iﬂi‘i{i?ﬁf'n‘."f at which it way agreed, that, for the honor of their native
nified ls);g the ** countrie, and the advauncemt of the trade of merchaundize,
fi'i':'yagg““' “ they have undertaken to sett forth a voiage for the discovery
:i‘j:ﬁﬁ% “ of the trade of the East-Indyes ;”” and having obtained the
men, or Di-

rectors, Queen’s consent, which was signified to the Adventurers by
elected. Jetters

(1)—Report by the Right Hon. Foulke Grevil to the Secretary of State, respecting

the places to which the English might trade in the East-Indies, (East-India Papers, in the
State Paper Office, No, 3)
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Jetters from the Privy Council, it was agreed, ‘ that they wou ) m
“ goe forwards with the voiage,” and entrust the managemen .

of this business to seventeen Committees, or Directors, who,

on this day, held the first Court of Directors of the East-India

Association. ® . | .
The activity of this Court, on its formation, may be judged sl;lips.

of, from their having, on the 25th September, purchased the
b

shin Susan for =£1,600; and this vessel, also (it is worth
. first ship engaged in the service of the

. the
recording), was The terms on which the ship Susan was

East-India Company. ) . ‘
ased. affords evidence of the cautious frugality of the
>

purch agreed to give Z£800 for her, after her

times, as the owners

return from the first voyage..

i 1 when Call in one-
The next object of the Court was to specify a time, Call in one-

. 1 subscrip-
the third part of the stock which had been subscribed should be subscrip

aid in to the general fand ;—and though the meeting, for this
P arpose. was held on the 26th September, the payments were
g':::;ted’ to be made by the end of the month ; which short date
i _

for payment was the more necessary, as’&t this meeting, it was.

agreed to purchase the ships Hector and Ascension. @

On the 30th September 1600, a draft of the patent. of (Il’rrsﬁa(r; 2
o the Society of Adventurers to the East-Indies, patent of

privileges t privileges.

which had been prepared by a Mr. Altham (for which he was
paid =£4), was read and approved of ; ® and ordered to be
submitted to the Queen and Privy Council for approbation.

In
(1)—Minutes of a General Court of Adventurers, 23d September 1600,
(2)—Minutes, 25th and 26th September 1600.
(3)=Minutes, 30th September 1600,
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In this early stage of the business, an event occurred, which
scarcely could have heen expected, or an application of the
Lord Treasurer, to the Court of Committces, recommending
Sir Edward Michclborne to be cmployed in the voyage and
thus, before the Socicty of Adventurers had heen constituted an
East-India Company, that influence which, in the sequcl, will
be found to he cqually adverse to the prosperity of their trade,
and to the probity of their Directors, had its commencement.

The Dircctors, however, notwithstanding the circumstance
of their being as vet petitioners for their charter, had the firm-
ness to resist an encroachment, which they considered would
have the effect of obstructing the enterprize, and depriving
them of the confidence of the proprietors. On consultation,
they resolved ¢ not lo employ any gentleman in any place of
‘““ charge,” and requested ¢ that they might be allowed to sort
theire business with men of their own qualitye, lest the sus-,
picon of the cmploym' of gentlemen being taken hold uppon
by the generalitie, do dryve a greate number of the Adventu-
rers to withdraw theiffcontributions.” ®

As the scason was advancing, it became necessary to us€ dis-

- patch in taking up ships for the intended voyage. The ship, the

Malice Scourge, which belonged to the Earl of Cumberland, was
offercd, on the 4th October 1600, to the Committees, for £4,000,
a sum which they deemed too large, but agreed to give £3,500,
which this nobleman refused ; but, on the following day, sold

the vessel, with her stores, to the Society, for #£3,700. @
On

(1)—Minutes, 3d October 1600,
(2)—Minutes, 4th, 5th, and 6th October 1600.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.
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On the 8th of October 1600, the following shipping were CHAP-L
taken up, for the first voyage, and assigned over to five of the Ta&gg’?};ip-
Committees, in trust for the Adventurers : gi:;;g v?yra gteh.e
Men, . Tons.
The Malice Scourge........ 200.......... 600
The Hector ....... feees 100.......... 300
The Ascension.. . .......««- 80.......... 260
The Susan...... PO . 80....... ... 240
A pinnace.......coveeenes 40. ........ 100
—57)—5 1500
As the period of the voyage was calculated at twenty months, , ... .
the charge for the provisions, it was computed, would amount ;?fé‘sz}ﬁfthis
voyage.

to #£6,600. 4s. 10d., and the investment, consisting of iron,
tin (wrought and unwrought), lead, eighty pieces of broad-
cloths of all colours, eighty pieces of Devonshire kersies, and
one hundred pieces of Norwich stuffs, with smaller articles,
intended for presents to the officers at the ports at which the
trade was to be opened, was computed at £4,545, making toge-
ther, exclusive of the price of the shipping, and the bullion,
&£11,145. 45. 10d. The charges for the officers commanding
these ships, though not stated as a general article of expenditure,
may be judged of, from the allowances granted to Captain Davis,
appointed to the command of one of them, who was to have
£100, wages, and 5£200, on credit, for an adventure ; and, as
an incitement to activity and zeal in the service, if, on his return,

the profit of the voyage should yield two for one, he was to be

VOL. 1. S allowed
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allowed £500; if three for one, ££1,000; if four for one, £1,500;
and if five for one, £2,000 ; or according to the mercantile ideas
of the time, his remuncration was to correspond, in its amount,
with his exertions and success. (¥

As the season advanced, the prospect of obtaining the
patent of incorporation became more certain, (for, on the 30th
October 1600, it was sent to the Attorney-General for his opini-
on); and it was resolved, at a general meeting of the Adventu-
rers, that the management of the ‘affairs of the concern should
be conducted, in future, by twerity-four Committees, or Direc-
tors, instecad of seventeen. These twenty-four Directors were
elected on the 30th October 1600, and Alderman Thomas Smith
chosen the first Governor, whose name, with those of the other
Directors, were to be inserted in the patent.

1t became obvious to this meeting of Adventurers, that as
the business was now approaching to the incorporation of a com-
pany, it would be expedient that cach adventurer should pay up
his subscription ; because, though the Privy Council had given
their consent to the voyage, the enterprize could not be underta-
ken, without the certainty of the requisite funds :—and it 1s re-
markable, that these payments were made by the whole of the
Adventurers, with the exception of four only, who withdrew
their subscriptions. The constitution and funds of the Society
being thus provided for, the first meeting of the twenty-four

Committees, or Direetors, was held on the 31st October 1600 @
'rhe

{(1)—Minutes, 8th October 1600.
(2) —Minutes, 30th and 31st October 1600.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

The nearer the prospect of obtain
Saciety, the more necessary it became for the Court to settle all
b

those inferior arrangements, upon which the equipment and,pro-
gress of the voyage depended : —to the seamen, tWo months’ pay
was allowed in advance, to provide them with necessaries,-and
two months’ pay, as an adventure, that they might have an inte-
rest in the success of the undertaking. The crew for the Scourge

(subsequently named the Red Dragon), was fixed at one hun(ired
and eighty men ; for the Hector on€ hundred, for the Ascension,
eighty ; and for the Susan, dghty.; making togethor foui hun-
dred and forty seamen. It was next cettled, that thirty-six fac-

should be nominated for the voyage ;—

: ho were to
three principal factors, OT factors of the first class, W
and 5£200 as an adventure ;

be allowed each £100 for equipment, e e
four factors of the second class, who were each to be

&£50 for equipment, and #£100 adventure ,
third class, who were to have £30 for equipm

th class
an adventure ; and four factors of the four ’

factors
adventure- These
£20 ipment, and £40 Or
cach,for equipme for their fidelity, and for what was

: hich the concern had to fear, that
risk ¥ that being deemed,

ch of trust. m

tors, or super-cargoes,

four factors of the

ent, and #£50 for
to be allowed

were each to give security
foreseen to be the greatest
they would abstain from all priv
even at this time, the M

These measures appear to have

Court of Committees for some time >

) ecame more
taining a Patent of

attention of the

pbut as the certainty of ob-

positive, a commit-

Incorporation b tee

S2

mber 1600.
6tb, 7tb, 11D Nove

d22d
(1)—Minutes, an
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tee was appointed, to report on what Jetters it might be expedient

to solicit from the Queen, to the princes and potentates in India,

this being held to be the most obvious expedient for insuring a

tavorable reception, both to the ships, at the ports at which they
might touch, and to the factors, who were to commence their
commercial intercourse of sales and purchases.
For asimilar reason, or the nearer approach of obtaining the
datent, a general meeting of the Adventurers was summoned, on
the 8th December, to make up the fund with which the voyage
was to he fitted out. At this medting it was agreed, that the

whole of the sum subscribed, by the Adventurers, should be

“paid in by the 13th of that month, and declared, as the ships

Appoint cap-
tans, oflicers
and Gietors,

- . ther s as
were now ready to proceed to sea, that such of the subscriber

should not, at the preceding date, have paid in their proportions,
) : . ) n
should he held to be liable for any losses that might happen, 1

. . . e vty O 3 nadc
consequence of the stipulated subseription not having been 1

good by them.

. . . . , . M 2 TS
The state of preparation in which the fleet at this tune was,

required that the officers, who were to command the different
ships, should receive their commissions, and have their respective
ranks ascertained. Captain James Lancaster was uppoint(‘d to
the Red Dragon, and made General, or Admiral of the ﬂc.ct;
and Captain Davies, second in command, under the title of Pilot
Major.  Each of the ships had a factor of the first class on hoard,
with a proportion of subordinate factors ; and that full provision

might

(1)~Minutes, 4th l)cccn%bcr 1600,

{23—Minutes, 4th and sth December 160,
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might be made for this important part of the service, seven fac- C\_fi«:ti_f;
tors, without salary, were appointed to supply vacaucies:—the 1600.
amount of the security-bonds to be entered into by the factors
was also fixed ; that for the factors of the first class being £500
each; for the secand class, 500 marks; for the third class, s£200;
and for the fourth class, $£100.® W

The last transaction of the Society of Adventurers, adopting And a mark

for their
their own language, was, to order “ that the goodes goods.

”

¢ shipped by the Companie, and the caskes, shall be
« marked w" this ged'all marke, asin the mergent, and
¢« that an iron be prepared, w® shal make the saide
“ marke.®”
That the sources, as well as the provisions of the charter of Psccautions

of the Queen

. 3 3 { in guarding
Queen Elizabeth, may be ascertained, it will be necessary to g din,

.. . : utes with
refer to the pohtlcal relations, between the Queen and the Mari- fhe Moritme

. 3 " Powers, in
time states of Europe, because, out of those relations arose the proected

the conditions, under which she placed the East-India Company $h™erte
which she was establishing, and to fix the reciprocal rights of diaCompany.
éompanies, already established, in so far as the articles in their
trade might be affected, by the projected commerce of the new
company, which she was to authorize.

At this critical period, negotiations with Spain, we have
seen, had protracted, for a year, the incorporation of the Society
of English Adventurers to the East-Indies; and though the alli-
ance with Spain did not take place, till the commencement of the
subsequent reign, thebasis of that alliance had been fixed.

It

(1)~Miagutes, 16th and 17th December 1600.
{2)—Minutes, 31st December 1600,
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It is also material to notice, that Spain and Portugal were,
at this time, united into one sovereignty, and, of course, that
the crown of Spain had already possession of the principal ports
in the East-Indies, to which the ships and factors of the new
Company might probably resort.

It is also proper®to refer to the relative circumstances in
which the Queen was placed, respecting the States General, or
the mixed applications which they were making, for protection
from France and from England ; and to the breach of the con-
vention between Henry I'V. and the Queen, with the approachcs
which Henry was making, to renew his alliance with England.

These relations of Foreign States, even in a general view,
rendered the privileges which the Queen was about to grant to
the East-India Company, subjects for her mature consideration,
to prevent political discussions between the respective sovereign-
ties, that the Quecn might uphold such protection as she might
promise to her subjects.

If these were subjects of political delicacy, affecting the
Queen’s conduct, at this juncture, they became still more delicate,
from the events which occured, at this crisis, or the death of
Philip II. of Spain, and the transfer of the Spanish Low Coun-

tries to the Archduke Albert, and from the Queen’s acknowledge-

. ment of the Dutch Low Countries, as held, in sovereignty, by the

St' ) . . . . .
ates General, because the more immediate connexion of the
English nati i
on w e .
dg ith the Low Countries had been long established,
an SPIEn . . .
must be preserved, now that these countries were divided

hetween t isti ..
WO dlSt » S e e _— .
inct sovereignties. The subject, thus, became

complicated

EAST-IND‘IA COMPANY.

complicated and mixed, both in a political and commercial view,
and the knowledge of it discovers the source of those precautions

in the charter, which reserved to the Queen the power of accom-

modating the Indian trade to her European relations, or the trade

carried on by her subjects, with neighbouring countries.

It is next expedient, in order to ascertain the sources, as
well as the conditions in the charter, to refer to the privileges
which had been granted- to the Russia and Levant Companies ;

the former having been attempting, by an overland trade, to
connect the imports from Persia, with those from the Baltic, and
the latter carrying on its commerce with ports in the Mediter-
ranean, from which it was ‘bringing, among its assortments, a
proportion of Indian produce, the value of which might be af-
fected by the imports brought into England, or, for the Europe
market, by the circuitous voyages of the Company.

With these explanations, we not only can perceive the sour-
ces, but also the reasons, of the provisions, by which the Queen
guarded, in the new charter to the East-India Company, not
only against political discussions with the European maritime
nations, but against the complaints which her own subjects
might bring, of encroachments on their trade, by the new pri-
vileged Association of East-India Adventurers.

It is, at the same time, to be recollected, that already the
Queen had so far attended to, and encouraged the Association of
Adventurers, asto allow them to fit out ships, and provide stock,
for opening, as soon as they might obtain legal authority, a direct

trade between England and the East-Indies : —The Queen thus,

while

—— and in
defining the
respective
rights of the
English in-
corporated
Companies.
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while sl.le was preserving the rights of her crown, with regard
to Foreign Nations, was exercising, at the same time, that wis-
dom, whichshe had manifested in her long reign, in el’lcouraging
the navigation and the commerce of her subjects.’

The Charter of Queen Elizabeth to the London East-India
C(.)mpany is dated 31st December, in the forty-third year of her
2?g:an?:’njizz, z:ntl, in its preamble, proceeded on the petition
S t:ad):ty of noblemetf, gentlemen, and citizens,

0 the East-Indies.
) th?z;i:;:l lCLl;n'}ter, the Queen, ¢ for the honor of the nation,
. . 1er people, the encouragement of her subjects
11'1 their enterprizes, the increase of navigation, and the ad-
bo;;n::rl;lz:;t:i mllawflll.l. traffic,” constituted the petitioners a
) Comp,my ome ]Im itic, by the name of ¢ The Governor and
chants of London, {rading to the East-Indies,”

with perp H
etual success
perpetual succession. They were empowered to purchase

43

concerne 1ake public their acts : —the management of their
mittee-me;v aiopl::cc_d under a Governor and twenty-four Com-
werc o ha; C/t]lccdtmnu.ally chosen in July, in each year, who
and sale of merch “':1".0 tion of voyages, provisions of shipping,
sons, of the a(reaZf‘I:e —the members of the Company, their
factors, and se:vantq wenty-one )"ears, and their apprenticeS,
East-Indies (that i: ’twere authorized to carry on trade to the
Hope, to the 'St:,.t ‘0 all countries beyond the Cape of Good
Christmas 1600 ‘11:8 of Magellan), for fiftcen years, from

> provided that such trade should not be to any

place
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place in possession of an

Queen, who should publicly
Company were empowered to assemble, when they thought proper,

and make bye-laws, or revoke the same, provided such bye-laws
were not repugnant to the laws of England :—as the Company
rienced in what commodities were vendible in India,

declare his objection thereto :—the

were inexpe
e allowed to export any unprohibited goods from

four first voyages, free of all customs
t ££30,000 in bullion, of which ££6,000
for the first voyage, and the same

during fifteen years, or the con-

they wer
England, during t.heir

and duties ;—to carry ot
was to be coined at the Tower,
sum, in any subsequent voyage,
tinnance of their privileges ; and to re-export goods brought

from India, in English ships, free of payment of customs :—the

privileges of the Company were rendered entire and exclusive,

and all other the Queen’s subjects prohibited from any interfer-
ence with them, except by the Company’s licence, under penalty
e of ships and goods, one half to the Queen, the other
and imprisonment till they gave bond for

were empowered to grant licences,

of forfeitur
to the Company,

£1000 :—the Company
under their common seal, on specified conditions, to any per-
sons, to trade to the East-Indies, and the Queen engaged not
to grant such licences to any person, for that trade, without the
consent of the Company .—the Company engaged to bring into

England, as much bullion as they carried out, which was to be

laden only at the ports
and the bullion imported, entered at those ports, without payment
of customs ; the only reservation being, that should the exclusive
| T trade

of London, Dartmouth, and Plymouth,

voL. I
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trade of the Company not be profitable to the realm, the crown
reserved the right of declaring such exclusive privilege to be void,
on a notice being given to the Company, under the Privy Seal,
of two years’ warning : but even this reservation was modified,
by specifying, that, on a petition from the Company, the said
exclusive privileges should be continued to them, for fiftecen years

longer."

From the spirit and terms of this Charter, it appears, that
the London East-India Company were create(.l a body corporate,.
capable, by the laws of the realm, of purchasing and holding
?mperty, as real rights, and suing, or heing sued for the same,
in all competent courts of Jaw, and that, as such, they were t0
be h.eld as legal proprietors, in succession, * in all times here-
‘“ after :”—that their property, so acquired, was, in general,
described to he whatever might be necessary to render their
transactions profitable to the kingdom, and comprehended their
hou.se and warehouses in London, and the houses and factorics
v.vhlch they might establish, within the limits of their exclu-
sive trade :—the former heing acquired by them, agreeably to the
laws of England, the latter, on the same foundation, but agreca-
bly to the usages of the countries, within the limits to which they
were .auth(n'ized to trade ; it being explained, that in the exercise
of this right, they were not to interfere with the corrcsponding

rights, whic T O ner
ghts, which other Kuropean powers might have acquired in those

countries, so as ) .
» S0as to produce any disputes between the Queen and her

Europecan

(1)—Letters Paient, 3%t Decem

India Charters, page 3.) bk, 43d Queen Elizabeth. (Printed Collection of East-
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European allies : and, it is worth observing, that even this limita-
tion establishes the right of the Company to acquire factories, or
seats of trade, from any of the native powers or states, t0
whose dominions they might resort ;—that is, that the crown
acquiesced in their real rights, under their charter, to factories
or privileges, thus obtained. |

Before connecting the transactions of the Society of Ad-
venturers with those of the BEast-India Company, legalized
by charter, it will be proper to take a general geographical and
political vigy, from one extremity of their limits, or the Cape of
Good Hope, and stretching round the coasts of India, and the
islands connected with it, to the other extremity, or the Straits
of Magellan, that an idea may be formed of the practicability of

a trade, consisting either of exchanges of merchandize, or of

purchase, by the common medium of the precious metals, which

would yield a profit to the Adventurers.

At the period when the London East-India Company was
incorporated, by charter, in 1600, they were to have a defined
range, and not to interfere with the trade of any other of the
incorporated companies, which,at this juncture,had limits assigned
to them ;—hence, a supposed line from the two extremities of
their limits was laid down, and it was understood, that their
trade was to be confined to the countries, which could be geogra-
phically described, as situated within this line.

The Cape of Good Hope, or the great Promontory of Africa,
having been doubled by the Portuguese, was considered by them,
rather as a landmark, than as a commercial station, and as

T2 such,
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such, the limits of the Company were defined, by their first Char-
ter, to be, all countries of Asia, Africa, and America, beyond
the Cape of Bona Esperanza, to the Straits of Magellan, as
another extreme point, or mark of limit.

From this point of first discovery, therefore, in a geogra-
phical view, we have only to enumerate the coasts and islands, in
general, to which the Company’s ships were to be permitted
to trade, under public authority, with the exception of not
interfering with the privileges and trade of the other European

nations, occupying stations, or having exclusive factqgies.

From the Cape of Good Hope, running along the Coast of

Africa to the Straits of Babelmandel, the Portuguese had, al-
ready, attempted commercial intercourse, and had fixed stations or
factories. From these, they had obtained part of the assortments
of their cargoes, at Mombaza and Melinda, on the Mozambique
Coast, and from the Island of Madagascar, opposite to it;
but neither they, nor the Dutch, had been able to fix factories,

or fortified stations, at the Straits of Babelmandel, or the
entrance into the Red Sea, on account of the barbarous charac-

ter of the natives.

' The Coasts of the Red Sea were better known, because the
navigation had been explored by the ancients ; and though little
traffic had been practicable, on the African side, considerable

mercantile interests had prevailed, on the Asiatic side, even in

the most remote periods of* antiquity.

It was by this sea, that Indian produce had been brought

t
o the Isthmus of Suez, and thence, by caravans, to the ports
in

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

in the Mediterranean, bordering on those countries which were
the ancient seats of civilization, and of those arts and refine-
ments, which passed from Greece toltaly, but which were rather
neglected, than forgotten, at the fall of the Roman Empire.

On the revival of civilization, and of commercial intercourse,
this ancient channel, between it and Asia, was again

in Europe,
f the principal inlets of that wealth,

resorted to, and became one 0
Whial raised the maritime republics of Italy to political influence,

in Europe; an influence which declined, when the circuitous
navigation, Jy the Promontory of Africa, had made it practicable
petween Europe and Asia, on a larger

to carry on the exchanges,
and more profitable scale, and much more so, when, besides the

Portuguese; the Dutch and English Companies were authorized,
by their respective sovereigns, and with large funds, to become
rivals to the Portuguese, and to each other.

The Coasts of Arabia, between the Straits of Babelmandel
both from the barbarity of the inhabi-
had not, with the exception

and the Gulf of Persia,

tants and the nature of the climate,
of the town of Aden, near the mouth of the Red Sea, afforded,

the practicabi]ity of commercial intercourse; but the

in any age,
had been very extensive by Bus-

Indian commerce, in all ages,
sora, situated at the extremity of the Persian Gulf, from which

the trade proceeded, by the Euphrates and the Tigris, to Bagdat,
and thence was diffused, either through Persia, or by caravans,
to Damascus, Aleppo, or Constantinople.

After the circuitous navigation was opened by the Portuguese,

one of their great objects, by possessing the Island of Ormus, at
the
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the entrance of the Persian Gulf, was to exclude the India trade
from its ancient channels, by furnishing not only articles from
that country, silks, &c., which might be exchanged in India,
for Indian produce, but Persian silks and drugs to make a part in
the assortment of their cargoes for Europe ; and it was with this
traffic, that the Dutch and English Companies will be found,
carly, to have interfered, and the latter, in a particular manner,
to have established agencies in Persia, the produce from which
was better known in Europe, than in India, and, of course, a
primary object in the carly transactions of the London East-
India Company. . .

From the mouth of the Persian Gulf to. the Indus,
country did not admit of commercial interr

the nature of the

course. Between this riverand the Gulfs of Cutch and Cam-

baya, and thence along what 18 known l)y the* name of the
Malabar Coast, at the extremity of which, or Cape Comorin,
in the vicinity of the Island of Ceylon, and thence up the
Coromandel Coast, and that of Orissa, to the diffcrent out-
lets of the Ganges, and thence to the confines of Aracan,
were situated the ports to which the Company’s commerce
was chiefly to be directed.  Of many of those ports, or
stations, the Portuguese, for a century, had possessed the
exclusive trade, and the Dutch were beginning to participate in
it.  As the rich and extensive provinces, in what is termed
India, or the Peninsula of Hindostan, were connected with
those ports, the object was, to establish trade and factories,

at the stations to which the Portuguese had not resorted.
The

‘islaxﬂ;*ﬁ"‘élé‘ the first that offere
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The limits of the London East-India Company, also, ex-
tended to the coasts of Aracan, Pegu, and the Peninsula of
Malacca, thence to the Islands of Sumatra and Java, and to
what are commonly termed the Spice Islands, or the Moluccas
and Bandas. On the first of those coasts, or Aracan, and
Pegu, the Portuguese had traded, and they had e.stab.lished. a
fOrtEiOdtion and town on the Peninsula of Malacca, 1.t bemg:, with
tﬁefn; a second leading object, by commanding this strait (for
the Straits of Sunda were at this time little known) to exclude
the other European nations from the China Seas, or commerce

with that empire, or the islands connected with it :—they had

e Takén tpdisession of the principal Moluccas and Bandas;

ded to Sumatra and to Java, these
d themselves to the Dutch and
arkets to which they

M’ they had tra

to ‘the English, as the most practicable m

rt, or on which they could establish factories, or seats

could reso
of trade.

The Company’s imits,
round the coasts of Siam,
ands in the Chinese Scas, comprehending what has

denominated the Philippines, and the Japanese

also, extended from the Peninsula of

Malacca Cambodia, Cochin-China,

and the-is]
been subsequently
Islands.

Having given an
Queen Elizabeth, and also of the limits within which ;I(lt"e”t:‘ lrafns-
B s, from

analysis of the letter and spirit of the 1601

Charter of
the London East-India Company were to open a direct trade }go‘cfjnlggz&
. . . Chiaf e
with India, we are prepared to cnter on the serics of events .. zt!*c:;ga
ruient,

which marked their proceedings.
It
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It is, however, proper to explain, that in the early period
of the trade, the commercial orders of the London C ’
. ) 1 Compan
consisted only of general instructions, which the C f );-
. ) ourt O
Committees gave to the respective commanders of their shi
‘ ir s
and supercargoes, Of factors, embarked on them, or sent t l}:,
e . ; . Ay sent to the
stations at which they might find trade to be practicabl
circumstances render it necessary to give to the Annal :;—these
Last- .o . ] nals of the Lon-
(?on East-India Company, from its establishment, in 1600
formation of the First Joint Stock, in 1617 ’ﬂ ; , to the
arrati > vovages of . , the form of a
narrative of voyages of experiment, with the effects which h
. e . ‘ whic
experiments had, both in England and at the first those
any's trade : , » first seats of
Company’s trade :—After, however, the the
pany was extended, by the formati ’ commerce of the Cor-
nation of the Fi .
and the seats - X e First Joint Stock
: seats of then f()l‘elgn trade wer ) ’
rative of the Company’s tr re established, the nar-
. any's transactions . g
form, or that of Annals of its d . .admlt of a more regular
The Annals of the L s domestic and foreign affairs.
. s of the London East-Indi: '
* )Cn 1 Y *
already taken by the S; '[ with connecting the measures,
adopted by the Courts of :/mty of Adventurers, with those
) v »" () ‘()ml .
the Charter. The equi nittees and Adventurers under
prepared, and C()mmq ]Pments’ for the first voyage, had been
. anders and fac . ) .
the time the charter was negoti d.( tors had been appointed, a¢
resolutions of the Committ gotiating ; but, cven at this period,
mittees . .
payment of the instalment (: lWele required, to enforce the
i s of t .
charges of the equipment, : 1e Adventurers, to defray the
, and to purchase the first cargoes ;—

subsequently. a sti
| y, a still stronger resolution had been taken, or that
)

of
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of rendering the Adventurers, who might not have paid in thei

respective shares to the genera
the concern might experience, from any diminution of the funds,

upon which the first voyage had been projected.
It was, however, found, as soon as the Charter Thad been ob-

tained, that neither of those resolutions had produced the effect in-

tended by them, and, what must appear still more extraordinarys
that the Directors, acting under the Charter, cither had not

power to compel the subscribers to pay in their proportions, or
L4

that they deemed it jmprudent t0 exercise this powers
dient of forming 2 subordinate

therefore, was had to the eXpe

Aﬁsocia,ﬁon of the stock-holders, who were willing to Pay the
sums required for the equipment and cargoes of the first voyages
and, therefore, were exclusively to be entitled to the profits of
the adventure, or to be liable to the which 1t might
be attended ; but this subordinate Association Was to act as the

London East-India Companys and to be responsible to 1its

Governor and Court of Committees- This event explains, fully,

the time which was required; for voyages of -experiment, before

the Company could be prought to act either on 2 Jimited Joint
was requireds before the

Stock, and the still greater time which
trade could be established, O the general Joint Stock of the whole

of the Adventurers, or joint proprietors.
might have been expected,

This difficulty was what paturally
from the conflict between the spirit of enterprize

recourse,

losses with

and mercantile

cantion. While the project W& in contemplation, the list of
subscribers was readily filled up; under the impression of
large

VOolL. I.
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large profits ; but when this project came to be acted on

many of the subscribers (for they had had a year for reﬂection),
became timid for the consequences, and were disposed to await
the result of the first experiment, before they embarked thei

private fortunes in the speculation. -

The original gubscription of the first society of Adventurers

we have found, amounted to #£30,133. 6s. 8. ; but no‘t 'th’
standing the reluctance of individual Adventur;rs v’vhichmh ‘
been referred to, the fands provided for the first v:) e und::
the Charter, amounted to 68,373, of which geg;gﬁl was
apphed. to equip four wvessels, the Dragon, the He’ctor the
Ausc?;sm(r;, and the Susan, being the same sh’ips which had,been
fh (:‘(,Sz: t, and to which commanders had been appointed by
e jS y of Adventurers: the tonnage and crews of these
t;:zsfei:st““’? b‘een‘ sfated in their transactions, and this fleet became
o I‘egu.ldr ships of the London East-India Company. The
lion%a:dpgz‘g(;;dofzor this fleet were estimated at £28,742 in bul-
markets, ot g""‘:s’ supposed to be calculated for theIndian
partly of British g partly of British staples, cloth, lead, tin, &c-
of foreign 'me‘r hnml?ufactuf‘es,'cutlery, glass, &c., and partly
' _ chandize, quicksilver, Muscovy hides, &c. The
tf)mmand of this first fleet was confirmed to Captain James Lan-
caster, who sailed in 1601, and pfoceeded direct to Acheen, in

the Island of Sumatra. ®
The

N Lo .
. (1)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked D. P., No, 7. 20.==- Anderson’s
istory of Commerce, vol. ii, page 10g.
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ction to the chiefs, or kings, 1601.
Queen's cir-

ra], and the cular letter of

As these letters were gene
recommen-

rs of this fleet received, from the Queen, gene-

The commande
of the ports to

ral letters of introdu
which they might resort.

foundation of all the recommendations, which were afterwards 2:&&?“(;1; ;}&c
given by the crown, to the persons delegated by the London East- fa};zr:; ::1 she
India Company to manage their concerns, in the countries within Is:f;zs: in the
their limits, and as they are a model of that wisdom with which vcvg:ji:a;l;gs

Queen Elizabeth directed all the interests of her subjects, the limits.

terms in which they were expressed, are interesting, in this part

of the detail.

“ Elizabethe, by the Grace of God, Queene of England,
“ Fraunce, and Ireland, Defender of the Fuithe, &e.—To
“ the greate and mightie Kinge of — o’ lovinge Brother,
“ gr eetinge :

“ Whereas Almightie'God, in his infinite wisdome and
sings, and of all the

“ providence, haith so disposed of his bles
ted and ordeined

“ good things of this world, which are crea
that howesoever they be brought
and are gathered, or

de, some in one countrie, and some

the industrieof man, directed by
the jites of the

his creatures

€6
for the wuse of man,

‘ .
‘ forthe, and do either originallie growe

‘“ otherwi
erwise composed and ma

€6 3
n another, yet they are, by

““ the hand of God, dispersedand sent out into all
‘ his w;m;ierfuﬂ bountie in
Divine Ma'* havinge so or
(as the native eommo-
but that

¢ one

¢

world, that thereby
“ may appeare unto all natons, his
“ deyned, that no one place should enjoy
““ dities thereof) all things appteyninge to man’s Use,

U2
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one countrie should have nede of another, and out of the
aboundance of the fruits which some region enjoycth, that the
necessities or wants of another should be supplied, by which
meanes, men of severall and farr remote countries have com-
merce and traffique, one with another, and by their enter-
change of commodities are linked togeather in amytie and

friendshipp :
““ This consideraton, most noble Kinge, togeather with the
honorable report of yor Ma*, for the well enterteyninge of
straungers which visitt yo' countric in love and peace (w lawful
traffique of merchaundizinge) have moved us to geave licence
to divers of o' subjects, who have bene stirred upp w' a desire
(by along and daungerous navigagon) to finde out and visitt
yo' territories and dominions, beinge famous in theise ptes of
the world, and to offer yo' commerce and traffique, in buy-
inge and enterchaunginge of commodities w our people, ac-
cordinge to the course of merchaunts; of w commerce and
interchanging, yfyor Ma® shall accept, and shall receive and
entertayne o' merchaunts w favour, accordinge to that hope
w hath encouraged them to attempt so long and daungerous
a voiadge, you shall finde them a people, in their dealinge
and conversadon, of that justice and civilitie, that yo* shall not
mislike of their repaire to yo' dominions, and uppon further
conference and inquision had w* them, both of theire kindes
of merchaundize broughte in their shippes, and of other
necessarie commodities w' o° dominions may afforthe, it may
appearc to yo' Ma' that, by their mneanes, you may be furnish-
6 C(],
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ed, in their next retourn
you have bene heretofore supplied, ether by the Spanyard or

Portugale, who, of all other nadons in the fites of Europe,

have onlie hetherto frequented yo' countriegw'® trade of mer-
c.haundize, and have bene the onlie impediments, both to our
subjects, and diverse other merchaunts in the f)tes. of Europe,
that they have not hitherto visited yo' countrie w trade,
whilest the said Portugales pretended themselves to be the sove-
raigne Jordes and princes of all yo territories, and gave it
out that they held yo' nacon and people as subjects to them,
and, in their stiles and titles, do write themselves kinges of the
East-Indies :

« And yf yo Ma® shall, in yo' princeli'e favour, accept, w®
good likinge, this first- repaire of our m'chaunts untoyo* coun-
trie, resortinge thether in peaceable traffique, and shall en-
tertaine this their first voiage, as an introduccon to a further
continewaunce of friendshipp betweene your Ma® and us, for
commerce and intercourse between yo* subjects and ours, wee
have geaven order to this, our pripcipall m'chaunt (yf yor Ma*
shall be pleased therw™) to leave in yo' countrie some such of
our said merchaunts as he shall make choice of, to reside in yor
dor inons, under yo' princelie and safe protecton, untill the
retourne of another fleete, w*" wee shall send unto you, who
may, in the meane tyme, learne the language of yo® countrie,
and applie their behavio', as it may best sorte, to converse wt
your Mai® subjects, tothe end that amitie and friendshipp be-
inge entertayned and begun, the same may the better be

¢ continewed,
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¢« continewed, when our people shal be instructed, how to direct

¢ them selves accordinge to the fashions of yo' countrie.
<« And becawse, in the consideracon of the enterteyninge
« of amytic and freindshipp, and in the establishinge of an

< entercourse to be continewed betweene us, ther may be

« required, on yo' Ma' behaulfe, such promise or capitulacons
< to be pformed by us, w wee cannot, in theise our lfes, take
« knowledge of, wee therefore pray your Ma“ to geave eare
« therein unto this bearer, and to geave him creditt, in whatso-
« ever he shall promise or undertake in our name, concerninge
« our amitye and entercourse, w<h promise, wee (for our pte),
« in the word of a Prince, will see jformed, and wilbe readie
« gratefullie to requite anie love, kindnes, or favour, that our
« gaid subjects shall receive at your Ma' handes ; prayinge yo'
«« Ma', that, for o' better satisfacton of yo' kinde acceptaunce
« of this our love and amytie offered yo Highenes, you would,
«¢ by this bearer, give testymonie thereof, by yo princelie IFes,
«« directed unto us, in w** wee shall receive very great contente-

« ment. And thus,” &c.®
It would appear, that the Court of Committees, or Direc-
tors, were disposed to await the return of their first fleet, before
they took any effectual measures for a second voyage. This
caution, on their part, attracted the notice of the Queen and
Privy Council, who interpreted it into a neglect of the conditions
under which she had granted her protection, and Charter of
Incorporation

(1)—Circular Letter from Queen Elizabeth to the Kings of Sumatra and other places in

the East Indies. (East India Papers in the State Paper Oftice, No. 5).
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don East-India Company : the Privy CHAP I
Council, therefore, addressed a letter, in October 1601, to the 1601.

Company, signifying the Queen’s surprize, that they were not
both because she expected the

Incorporation to the Lon

preparing for a second voyage,
and because such caution, or

ice observed byk the Dutch,
and pushed on their
QY

equipments would be annual,
neglect, was contrary. to the pract
who annually formed their equipments,
s and commercial exertions.

is arrival, delivered the Queen’s 1602,

Captain Lancaster, on h
Captain
Lancaster

letters to the chief, or king, of Acheen,
formsthe first

presents, agreeably to the usages of the Hast, and formed a treaty POt g
merce with this chief, in which the privileges of trade, im- ‘;;’nt;‘ea?m‘

of co
port, were granted to the English merchants, free of Acheen.

port and ex
all payment of customs or duties .—he also obtained permission

to settle a factory, and that the factor and his servants, in their
own private concerns, might conform to the laws of England,
with natives, to the usages and laws of

trade, by increased fund

accompanied with

but, in their transactions
the country, and to have the right to dispose of their private

property, by will, in the event of death. ®

In this first treaty, between the English and a native chief or
king, in the countries within the Company’s limits, it does not

appear, that any positive price was paid for the privileges which

were acquired; but it may be inferred, as a necessary conse-

quence,

(1)—Letter from {he Lords of Council to the Merchants trading to the East-Indies

October 1601. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, vol. i, No. 4).

(2)—Copy of
Register Office, volume marked F. 1, unbound, page1.)

Treaty with the “ Mighty King of Dachein and Sumatra,” (in the Indian



152

CHAP. 1.
R e
1602.

~—and atBan-
tam.

1603.

Second voy-
age.

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

quence, that the presents which were given, and which so effec-
tually reconciled the king of Acheen to grant those privileges,
werc a part of the funds of the Adventurers, and entitled the
East-India Company to resort to Sumatra. This is the first aspect
of that Dead Stock to which they obtained a real right, consis-
tently with their Charter, and with those exclusive privileges,
with which they were vested for a limited time.

Not having procured a full lading of pepper at Acheen,
Captain Lancaster sailed, by the Straits of Malacca, for Bantam,
in the Island of Java, where it appears, he had similar success,
in acquiring privileges of trade from its chief, or king, and
settled a factory, or house of trade, and received from the
King a letter to Queen Elizabeth, with suitable presents, ex-
pressive of his satisfaction, in opening a commercial inter-
course, between England and his dominions, and his resolution
to consider the Spaniards as enemies to both nations.!? Captain
Lancaster having completed his cargo at Bantam, returncd to
England in September 1603. ®

This experiment so fully convinced the Adventurers of the
practicability of establishing the trade, that the same ships were
repaired for the second voyage, the direction of which was given
to Captain Middleton, who was to proceed, in the first instance, to
t%xe factories which had already been established, but with permis-
sion to open a trade with theSpice Islands. The sum subscribed for

the

| (1)—Letter from the King of Bantam to Queen Elizabeth, 1602. (East-India Papers
in the State Paper Office, No. 6).

(2)—Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol.ii, page 199.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

the second voyage was +£60,450; and it is remarkable, that, of
this sum, so large a proportion as £48,140 was expended for the
repairs of the ships, and for stores and provisions, and that
only s£11,160 in bullion, and s£1,142 in goods, made up the
cargo ; ¥ which sum, with the subscription for the First Voyage,

was carried into one entire account, amounting to £128,823.

This fleet proceeded first to Bantam, at which a factory had

been settled, by Captain Lancaster, where Captain Middleton

laded two ships with pepper, and sent the other two to Am-

boyna, for finer spices, at the time when the Dutch were en-

deavouring to exclude the Portugueseg, and establish themselves,
as monopolists, at that island. Capg\in Middleton returned to
England in 1606, with the loss of -one of his ships ; but, in this

voyage, there remains no evidence to shew, that he had obtain-
ed any new right of factery, td ﬁhe. Company. @, o

The profits upon these tiirbjﬂﬁrst vt)yages‘are stated to have
amounted to £95 per cent, upon: the capital originally subscrib-

ed, clear of all charges. ®
The success of these two first East-India voyages induced

private merchants, who were not partners in the Company’s

stock, to endeavour to obtain a p
in 1604, granted a licence to Sir Edward Michelborne

articipation In the trade. King

James I,
to trade to ¢ Cathaia, China, Japan, Corea, and

and others,
voL. L. X ¢« Cambaya,
(1)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked D. P, No. 7. 20,

(2)—-Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, page 223.
(3)--Sir Jeremy Sambrooke’s Report on the East-India Trade, (MSS. in Indian

Register Office, volume marked D. P. 1—1.)
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« Cambaya, &e. ;"7 and, it i worth notice, that this is the
same person, whom the Lord Treasurer had recommended to
the first Association of Adventurers, which they refused, under
the impression, that cmploying any but men of their own quality,
or merchants, would offend the proprictors, and might induce
ihem to withdraw their subscriptions.  This licence was a direct
violation of the cxclusive privileges granted by Queen Elizabeth
to the London Last-India Company, which vested in them
the sole right of giving licences to individuals to trade
within their limits; a circumstance which is memorable, rather
from its being the first appearance of Interlopers, or Prwale
Traders, endeavouring to counteract the commerce of the Com-
pany, than from the success attending their undertaking. )

The loss of one ship in the second voyage, did not discou-
rage, either the former adventurers, or the other members of
the Company ; for a new subscription, amounting to £53,500,
was entered into, and three ships fitted out, In 1606, under the
command of Captain Keeling, The expence of the repairs and
equipment of this flect amounted to £28,620, and the cargo was
estimated at #£17,600 in bullion, and £7,280 in goods. This
fleet directed its course to Bamtam, to receive pepper, and though
it does not appear from any regular document what the quantity
was, or whether any new rights were granted, there is evidence,
that one of the ships  (the Consent) had gone to Amboyna,
where she purchased an assortment of cloves .—it is remarkable,

also,

(1)—Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, page 223.—— Rymer's Feedera, vol. xvi,

page 582.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

] cost of the cloves was £2,948. 15s., and

also, that the origina
that they sold, on her return to England, in December1608, for

£36,287 :—the profits, 0
to two hundred and thirty-four per cent. on the original subscrip-

1 the whole of this voyage, amounted

tion. ©
In 1607, a subscription of £33,000 was entered into, and

two ships equipped, for the Fourth Voyage, the expence of which

amounted to 214,600, and the cargo was estimated at £15,000
in bullion, and 5£3,400 in goods. This voyage was unfortunate,
equally in the East, and in Europe, for one of the vessels was
wrecked on the coast of India, on the outward-bound voyage,
and the other, on the coast of France, on her return. ®

What was termed the Fifth Voyage, was, in fact, a branch
of the Third, as the same Adventurers were the owners, who
subscribed the sum of #£13,700, and sent out a single ship, in the
year 1608, the equipment of which cost 6,000, and the cargo
d at 5£6,000 in bullion, and £1,700 in goods;

was estimate
s of this voyage are included in those applicable

but the profit
to the Third, as already mentioned, or two hundred and thirty-

four per cent.®
. R
Hitherto, the projects for voyages, and the returns which

the sales yielded to the proprietors, constituted the only subjects

hich the annals of the London Company afforded. In the year
X2 1608,

W

(1)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked D. P. No. 7-20. (Sir Jeremy Sam-

prooke’s Report on East India Trade, D. P. 1—1).
(2)—1Ibid.

(3)~—Ibid.
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1608, however, the Court of Committees received intellie
from their factors at Bantam, and in the Moluccas, that t;:‘:lzr::xi
and callicoes, umported from Cam]myu, were in great request‘
and that, if the factories should be furnished with thcm’ th‘e‘,
could he profitubly exchanged for pepper and the finer spices -’—--—th}ai
factors, thercfore, recommended that a trade should be a,tte’mpted
at Swral and at Cambaye, and that two ships  should !;e
employed to purchase goods at those ports g (
sale, to Bantam and the Moluccas wlvhich, V::,{;Z ;‘““t’ f;)r
fleet, from the profits of exchy , ; e e e
¢ ‘, ' i 0 Lxch.mgc, to 1ncrease the genera!
P‘:’ht"' of the annual voyages ; and, farther, that it might be
ac v(mmgw'u\s to e.xtend the pepper trade, by establishing o fac-
tory at .Prmm(m, in the island of Sumatra. ®

o Ieis }?“Oh“}’le,‘ that the inconveniences which the Company
-ldt( ‘ltxli("‘KNTCd., ?‘I‘Om .thc interference of private traders, or
"" -C]‘- (."Pj‘“’. O)tzum.ng licences from the crown, contrary to the
:‘“ ““"“" Tlg?jt. which had been conferred by their first Charter
rom Queen Bhizabeth, induced them to make application to King

James, in 16¢
Jumes, 609, for 4 re i
enews i privi '
newal of their privileges, with such

explanations qr o .
plan: of their chartered rights, as they deemed it expe-

dient ta have v :
o “‘«;‘f!) preclude all future pretexts for questioning their
authority, or mfrmging their privi]vg‘cs of trade
After reciting the O . .
Lett > atg: the Charter of Queen Elizabeth, the King, by
ctiers Patent, date RIS . . :
ed the 31st May 1609, confirmed the right

to

(1)~Letter from the Faetor
the Factors at Bantam to the Court of Committees of the Fast-India

Company, 4th Dee )
o 3 (;ember 1008.  (Letters from the Company’s foreign Setilements, in the
ndian Register Otfice, vol, i, Ne. 17)

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

to the Company, to be a body, politic and corporate, for ever,
with perpetual succession, and to make bye-laws ; and this right
was defined to be, to possess lands, and to alienate the same :—
but, instead of limiting their exclusive privileges to fifteen years,
¢ the whole, entire, and only trade and traffic to the East-Indigg,”
was granted to the Company, for ever,” and, by a prohibitory
clause, all persons were enjoined, not to trade within the Com-
pany’s limits, except by licences obtained from them, under their
common seal ;—and, to prevent any apprehensions which the
Company might entertain, of Jicences granted fo interlopers, or
private traders, heing obtained from the crown, it is expressty
stated, that the same should not be given without the consent of
the Company ;—explaining, that notwithstanding these privileges,
if the trade should not be found profitable to the realm, that
cuch exclusive privileges were to cease and determine, after three

years’ warning.
From

{1)~—Letters Patent, May 31st, 7th James L—— Anderson's History of Commerce,

yol. ii, page 246.
QOath of a Freeman of the East-India Company, under the Charter of King James, (1609).

(¢ You shall sweare to be good and true to our Soveraigne Lord the King's Majestie,
s and successors ; you shall bee obedient, assistant, faithfull, and true, to

¢ and to his heire
Deputie, and Company of Marchants of Yondon trading into the East-

“ the Governor, his
all statutes and ordinances which are,

s« Deputie, and Feilowship (standing in force), you shall truely holde and keepe, having no

or shall be made, by the said Governor, his

-

¢ Indyes :
# singuler regard to yourselfe, in hutt of prejudice of the suid Fellowship :  the secrets and

¢ privities of the said Company,
you shall heale and not bewray : all these thinges you shali holde and

“ keepe

which shall be given you in charge by the Governor or his

-

« Deputie to conceale,
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. . . S iteelf as CHAP. L
CHAP. L - e ‘ . o . with a reservation, as inconsistent with itself as impolitic ; or
From the spirit and terms of this Charter, it is obvious, that . o thi petuity ; marking, thus, in this earl 1609.

1609.  the Kine had become satisfied. that the : . the 1‘1ght of annulling this perpetut y; markig, S, s y
}-{ighl{s [CO"[ trad . ‘ satisfied, that. the continuance of - the stdge of the Company’s annals, the difference between that decided
erre this e ) N L, . . .
C;);L;[er)y is trade of the Company had been in danger, both by the irregular ) . . ~od a wise government, and that rofusion

' ' policy which characterized a wise gove , p

liq;xlccs, which he himself had granted, and by the rapid acces-
sion of factories, and increase of trade, which the Dutch had
acquired in India, from not having been exposed to similar domestic
infringementson their rights, and, therefore, endeavoured to profit
from cxperience, and from imitation of a forcign example ; for,
to sccure the Company, more fully, against the f}rst of those evils,
he renounced the privilege of granting licences, without consent
of the Company, and thereby rendered their exclusive privileges,
as important as their chartered rights : but, as if doubtful of the
rights he was conterring, he introduced, after the cautious policy
of his predecessor, a reservation of withdrawing the exclusive
privilege, on three years’ notice, if the trade should not prove
profitable to the realm.
The grant of Queen Elizabeth of the exclusive trade was,
thl:S, experimental only, while that of the King was perpetual,
with
?(cepe, to the utmost of your power ; or else being justly condemned for making default
m any of the premises, you shall truely, from time to time, content and pay to the trea-
surer of the Company, for the time being, all and every such summes and penalties, which
are, or shall bee limitted and set for the transgressors of the same : you shall not write

f()l ‘Nor COX H ally 14
uu aqav L g r r w soeve i
k) d eatures i your name, 10 an men hﬂt' cver (not b 1 g >

brethren of this C . .
this Company), but divectly for your owne particular stocke, use, and accompt :

also, if you shall k
Y how any manner of person, or persons, which intend any hurt, harme,

foresaid I'cll i - .
owship, or priviledges of the same, you shall give knowledge thereof, or cause

it to b ade o S
¢ made knowne to the said Governor, or Lis Depatie - So helpe you God.”

EastaTudia Papers in the State Paper Oilice, No . 47))
> I 4

or prejudice ar sai-l Soverai : -
pre) to oar sail Soveraigne Lord the King's Majestie, or to his landes, or to the

of privileges, and yet indecision, which betrayed an imperfect

knowledge of events, OF of the consequences they might produce.

The effect of this explanation and confirmation of the Char- sixthVoyage.

ter of Queen Elizabeth to the Company, was, that it removed the
apprehensions of interferences by private unlicensed traders, and
gave the prospect of permanent privileges of trade, hoth from
the precise terms in which they were granted, and from the

mode pointed out for the exercise of them ;—hence, what has
been termed the Sizth Voyage of the Company, proceeded on the
enlarged subscription of s£82,000, and consisted of three ships,
under the command of Sir Henry Middleton, the equipment of

which amounted to £32,200, and the investment was estimated

at ££98,500 in money, and £21,300 in goods.
This fleet sailed in the season 1609. The ships were of a

larger size, and, of course, better fitted for distant navigation :—

one of them (the Trade’s Increase) bei

The instructions sent by this fleet to the factors in India,
furnish the first instance of a regular list of goods,
the articles, to the purchase of which they were to direct their
attention, viz. raw-silk, fine book calicoes, indigo, cloves,
from the restriction under which

ng eleven hundred tons.

descriptive of

and mace ; and, it is probable,
the Company placed their factors, that, in the preceding voyages,

the profits of individuals, from the illegal sale of those articles,
had
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had alarmed the Court, as they prohibited them from private
trade, in this their Sixth voyage, except to the amount which
they had subscribed to the general stock. ™

The profits from this voyage arc ascertained to have been
£121. 13s. 4d. per cent. ®

The Seventh Voyage, in the scason 1610, consisted of a flect
of four ships, in which several classes of the Adventurers had
united, from their being described as Joint . Adventurers :(—the
captains of the several ships had cach their separate orders, and
no chief command was assigned to any one of them. The subscrip-
tion for this voyage amounted to A£71,581, the cquipment of the
shipping cost :£42,500 ; the investment was estimated at :£19,200
in money, and s£10,081 in goods ; and the profits on this voyage
amounted to £218 per cent. on the sum originally subscribed. ®

In1611, what has beentermed the Company’s Eighth Voyage
was undertaken : and as several of the classes of Adventurers,

who had been concerned, separately, in the former speculations,

were contributors to this Eighth Voyage, this also was termed

the first Joint Stock, that is, astock, notiade up of the general
funds of the Company, but of the subscriptions of Adventurers,
who, cither as individuals or small societics, had embarked pro-
perty in the former ¢quipments ; an explanation of which mea-
sure s necessary, to distinguish this first effort to combine the
credit

(1)—Letter from the Court to the Factors in India, 15th March 1609-10.

(2)—MSS. in the Indian Register Otfice, D, P. 7.-20. Sir Jeremy Sambrooke’s Report
on East-India Trade.

(3)—1Ibiq,

~— Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, page 241.

EAST-INDIA COMPANYX.

credit ot;a large proportion of the original members of the Com-
pany, to support a commercial speculation, but not to convey an
idea, that the whole funds of the original subscribers were enga-
ged, or had become bound for this enterprize.

The subscription for equipping the fleet, thus formed, con-

¥

sisting of four vessels (the Dragon, Captaj%Best; the James,
Captain Marlowe ; the Solomon, Captain Salmon ; and the Ho-
seander, Captain Pettie) amounted to £76,375, of which the
large sum of 548,700 was expended in building and fitting out
the fleet, leaving only, for the investment, s£17,675 in money,
and =£10,000 in goods :—the profits on this voyage are stated to
have amounted to #£211 per cent.

The Court were now beginning to receive comniunications
from their factories in India ; and though those communications
were not yet sufficiently regular to enable us to state, separately,
the domestic and foreign transactions of the Company, it will be
sufficient, for the pﬁrpose of exhibiting their proceedings, to
mark the effect which the intelligence they received had upon
their subsequent enterprizes. ‘ -

Captain Downton (who had gone out with Sir Henry

Middieton) represented, this season, that unsuccessful efforts

had been made to open a trade at Aden, and at Mocha, but that

the Turks had opposed this '

ships, and made the commander and seventy men prisoners.
, a

the ships next attempted to open

project, had surprized one of the

Disappointed in this scheme, ‘
a trade on the West Coast of India; but every effort was obstruct-
ed

VOL. 1. Y

-20. Sir Jeremy Sambrooke’s Report

(1)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office, D. P. 7. ge 241,

on East-India Trade,—— Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, pa
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:’V;Z}:li:]}: ]j:fhs:; ;gpzzse::::;g,t:owvever, ?n the gt:ea,t o.bject of
. ade, the fleet directed its views to
the establishment of a factory at Dabul, but here, also, they
wc;re opposed by the Portugncse, whose officers induced the
King (Mogul), then resident at Agra, to refuse an answer to
the letter of King James, which had been forwarded, or to
grant the English a Phirmaund for trade. These officers,
being prevented from opening trade at the ports in the Red Sea,
or on the West of India, determined to proceed to Priaman,
in the Island of Sumatra, to fill up the ships with pepper ;—but
recommended to the Court, to empower their commanders to
make reprisals on the Moor’s ships, going from Surat to the
Red Sea, to indemnify the Company, for the losses they had
sustained, in the preceding commercial speculations, estimated at
2£30,000. @

What has been termed the Company’s ninth Voyage, consisted
the Expedition, Captain Newport, which

of a single ship only,
sailed in 1612. The subscription amounted to £7,900, of

which #£5,300 was expended in purchasing and cquipping the
vessel, and the cargo was estimated at £1,250 in money, and

£650 in goods. The profits on this voyage are stated to have

amounted to 2160 per cent. @
The

(1)~Captain Downton's representation to the Court, of the state of the Indian Trade,

dated Dabul, 2d February 1611-12. (Vol. i, No.37.)

(2)—MSS. in the Iadian Register Office, D. P. 7.-20. Sir Jeremy Sambrooke’s Report

India Trade.~—— Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol, ii, page 241.
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The account of the equipments of the Company has hither-
to comprehended only, the expences in En Mhd, and the general
result of the voyages, in yielding a profit to the Adventurers;
but it will be proper, in this place, to follow the efforts which
Captain Best, who was commodore of the Eighth Voyage, and
Mr. Kerridge, one of the principal supercargoes, made in India,

to open new sources of trade.
Mr. Kerridge, in the Hoseander, in September 1612, was

the first servant of the Company who opened a trade with

Surat, where he was well received by the merchants and

inhabitants,
obtained permission to land some broad-cloths, lead, iron,
and quicksilver,

Surat cloths and goods,
preceding instructions, to be suited for the purchase of pepper

and spices at Acheen. Captain Best, with the remainder of the
ships, touched at Swally ; and if, prior to this period, intrigues
with the natives, to Oppose the English participating in the trade,
marked the conduct of the Portuguese, they now employed force,
and attacked the Company’s ships at Swally, on the 29th No-
vember 1612, with a large fleet, but were repulsed. In

December following, the King's Phirmaund arrived, allowing thf:
English to settle a factory at Surat, at which Captain Best left
ten persons, with a stock of 4,000, to purchase g'oods, or
ment for him, to be taken on board on his return

transaction ascertains the date of the first

though opposed by the Portuguese. Having

he procured, in exchange for them, such
as had been recommended, in the

provide an invest
from Acheen :—this

settlement of an English factory at Surat.
Y 2 The
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maunds from
the GreatMo-
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guire) .
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The factors stationed at Surat gave it as their opinion to the
Court, that this por‘as the best situation in India,to vend Eng-
lish goods, particularly broad-cloths, kersies, quicksilver, lead, and
vermilion, to be exchanged for indigo, calicoes, cotton-yarn, and
drugs; and added a list of such goods, as might annually be disposed
of at Surat, viz, about four thousand pieces of broad-cloths, sword
blades, knives, and looking-glasses ; and that toys and English
bull-dogs should be sent, as presents; but explained, that this
trade could only be protected, by stationing five.or six ships in
the river of Surat, to defend the factory and trade against the
Portugucse. )

The agrcement with the governor of Surat, for allowing the
English liberty of trade at that port, contained, in substance,
the following stipulations :—that no measure should be adopted
against the English, in consequence of a former dispute between
Sir Henry Middleton and the government of the place ;—that
the English should have liberty to settle factories, at the cities of
Amadevar (Ahmedabad), Surat, Cambaya, and Goga, and that
all their merchandize should be subject to a duty of three and a
half per cent. only ;—that, in the event of the death of the Eng-
lish factors, an inventory should be taken of the Company’s
property, which should be safely kept till the arrival of the next
fleet ; and that the Mogul’s Phirmaund, confirming this treaty,
should be procured within forty days. By subsequent information
it appcars,t'hat this confirmation did not arrive till the 11th January

following,

(1)—Letter from the Factors at Surat to the Court, dated Surat, 25th January
1012-13, vol. i, No. 84,
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following, when the Mogul’s letter was delivered, with much SHAP- I

ceremony, to Captain Best, at Swally. @
This factory appears to have been strengthened by a second

Phirmaund from the Mogul, in March 1612-13; the agent,
therefore, considering the trade as established, recommended the
fixing a factory at Dabul, to keep the Portugnese in check ; and.
suggested, as the Cape of Good Hope, at this time, had no
European establishment at it, that it would be expedient to form a
factory at this place, to supply the outward and homeward-bound
shipping with provisions and water.

The inconveniences which had been experienced, from sepa-

1612.

1613.

First Joint

rate classes of Adventurers, partners in the East-India Company, stock, in
. . . 1612-13, for
fitting out equipments on their own particular portions of stock, fou sacces

induced the Directors, or Committees, to resolve, in 1612, that,
in future, the trade should be carried on by a Joint Stock only ;
and, on the basis of this resolution, the sum of #£429,000 was sub-
scribed ; and though portions of this stock were applied to the
equipment of four voyages,. the general instructions to the com-
manders were given in the name, and by the authority, of the
Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Committees of the Company of
Merchants of London trading to the East-Indies, who explained,
that the whole was a joint concern, and that the commanders were -
to be responsible to the Company for their conduct, hoth in the sale

and purchase of commodities in the East-Indies, and for their -
general conduct, in extending the commerce, within the limits of

the

(1)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office, volume marked A, bound, page 109.

(2)—Letter from the Factors at Surat to the Court, 12th March, 1612-13, vol. i, No. 86.

sive voyages,
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C&l}f-_lj- the Company: —the transition, therefore, from trading on separate
1613. adventures, which has been described as an imitation of the
Dutch, to trading on a joint stock, arose out of the good
sense of the English nation, which, from experience, had dis-
covered the evil consequences of internal opposition, and had
determined to proceed on a system, better calculated to promote

the general interest of the East-India Company.
Notwithstanding this resolution, the proportions of this aggre-
gate sum were applied, to what has been termed, the Tenth, Ele-
| venth, Twelfth, and Thirteenth Voyages, in the following manner.
Proportions In the year 1613, the Zenth Voyage of the Company was

of the stock

applied to . . ' .
the Tenth, undertaken ; the stock for which was estimated at £18,810 1n

Eleventh, . . .
Twelfth, ang MONEY, and £12,446 in goods, and the flect consisted of eight

Thirteenth

voyages. vessels.

In the year 1614, the stock for the Eleventh Voyage was
estimated at £13,942 in moncey, and £23,000 in goods, and the
fleet consisted of eight vessels.

In the year 1615, the stock for the Twelfth Voyage was
estimated at 226,660 in money, and £26,065 in goods, and the

fleet consisted of six vessels.
In the year 1616, the stock for the Thirteenth Voyage was

estimated at 252,087 in money, and &£16,506 in goods, and the
flcet consisted of seven vessels.

The purchase, repair, and equipment of vessels, during
these four years, or voyages, amounted to :£272,544, which, with
the specificd stock and cargoes, accounts for the disbursement of

£429,000, the sum subscribed, on the First Joint Stock, in the

year 1613. The

- 167
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Joint Stock are stated to have amounted, CHAP. L
to -£120 per cent. on the original sub- 1613.
much diminished, by the

The profits on this

on the first two voyages,
scription : but they were, subsequently,
difficulties which the English trade to the East-Indies began to

experience, from the opposition of the Dutch in the Spice

Islands; so that, at the conclusion of this first Joint Stock, in

the year 1617, the average profits of the four voyages did not

amount to more than s£87. 10s. per cent. on the original sub-

scription, notwithstanding the cargo of one of the vessels (the

New Year’s Gift) cost only 40,000 rials of eight, and the sale

produce, in England, amounted to £80,000 sterling.®

While these four voyages were preparing, and actually in g:::g(r;isrczz

the course of performing, several events occurred in the East- tablished in
‘ the East-In-

Indies, affecting equally the Company’s commercial proceed- fies, doring
ings and the exercise of their exclusive privileges. Though voyages
the knowledge of these events will not furnish a connected

view of a system of Indian trade, we discover in them, the
foundations of the rights, acquired at the few factories which had

already been established, and the measures adopted for fixing

new stations.
In the year 1613-14, the object of the agents in India

appear to have been, the forming a series of exchanges between

the West Coast of India, and the station, or factory, at Bantam.
had already been established at Surat, and an

o the Court, that not only sales of English
 goods

A factory, also,
opinion transmitted t

{1)—MS$S. in the Indian Register Office, D. P. No, 7-20. No. 129. Sir Jeremy

Sambrooke’s Report on Fast-India Trade, D.P,No. 1. 1.— East-India Company’s Coms

sission for the Second Voyage on the Joint Stock, 12th February 1613-14, marked No. 1.
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goods could be cffected at this port, but that they might be pusllcd
on 10 the inland markets, and the adjoining sea-ports. Mr. Ald-
worth, one of the Company’s tactors at Surat, stated, that, in his
journey to Ahmedabad, he had passed through the cities of
Boroatch (Broach), and Bothra (Brodera), and had discovered,
that cotton-yarn, and haftees, could be purchased cheaper from
the manufacturers in that country, than at Surat :—that at
Ahmedabad, he could buy indigo at a low rate, but that, to
establish such a trade, a stock, of from £12,000 to £15,000,
should be constantly in the hands of the factor, and that it would
be expedient. to fix a resident at the King's court at Agra, to
solicit the protection of the Mogul and of his ministers. ¢V
This report, on the practicability of trade at Surat, and at
the adjoining stations, was recommended to the consideration of @
the Court, fromits importance to the purchases and sales at Ban-
tam, the factors at which had particularly desired a supply of
Broach fine calicoes ;5 and though their trade was procce(ling,
they had not yet been able to obtain the King’s licence for a piece
of ground, on which to build a factory, notwithstanding the
offer they had made of 1500 rupees, as purchase money :—at
Bantam, also, the project was in contemplation to bring g‘OOdS
from China, into their assortments.?)
Captain Saris, who commanded a ship in the Seventh
voyage, endeavoured, in the year 1610, to open a trade, in
imitation
(1)=Letter from Mr, Aldworth to the Court, dated Ahmedabad, 13th November
1613, vol. i, No. 103, '

(2)—Letters from the Factors at Bantam to the Court, 31st January 1613-14, vol. i.

No. g3.—— Letter from the Factors at Bantam to the Factors at Surat, 12th July 1613. No.97-
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imitation of the Dutch, with the empire of Japan :—for this CHAP. L

purpose he had gone to Firando, and, by presents, obtained  1613.

from the King permission to trade, without payment of

customs, and to establish a house, or factory, at that port;

and a licence to proceed on a voyage of discovery to Yeadzo

(Jesso), or to any other part of the Japanese empire. The
factory at Firando was, in consequence, established ; and
in June 1613, Mr. Peacocke, one of the Company’s factors,
arrived at Firando, and proceeded to the Emperor’s court to
solicit protection; but he reported, that the prospect of sales
of English goods was uncertain, and recommended rather the
plan of opening a trade with Siam. ®
The experiments for extending the trade in the West of 1614,

India, in the year 1614-15, and of opening a trade with
Persia, are particularly interesting ; while those resorted to, for
opening a trade with the Spice Islands, in the same year, dis-
cover the sources of that opposition, and of those animosities,
which, in the sequel, led to unhappy extremes of commercial
jealousy and violence, between the English and Dutch Com-

panies.

The first experiment was to extend the trade at Surat and the Application
to theMogul,

countries connected with it :—on the subject, the factors re- for permis
sion to fortify

ported, that the Portuguese, having taken a Surat ship of great the factory at

. . .. Surat.
value, the Mogul had issued orders to his principal officers to
proceed to Surat, and demand restitution, which if refused,

VOL. I. Z war

(1)—MSS. in Indian Register Office, marked A, bound, page7. Letter from Mr.
Peacocke to the Court, dated Firando, 2d December 1613, No 104,
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war was to be declared against the Portugnese nation. This event
suegested to Mr, Kerni (! o :
op to Mr. Kerridge, the Company’s factor at Agunere, the
expedieney of applying to the Emperor for a Phirmaund, autho-
rizing the English 1h — ‘ .
- g duglish to fortify their factory at Surat, against any
violence whic » Portugues ; ; ; :
ence which the Portuguese might, in their opposition to the
English nati i !
; on, bhe dis , . The En 1
‘;, ‘ , be disposed to offer. The Emperor (Jvhu,ngmr(‘)
referre M Tovarta " '
eferred this application to Mucroh Khan, the minister, by whose
influcnce the original Phirmaunds, for trade at Surat, had heen
obtained.  In this stage of it
) s stage of negotiation, M
[l ation r. Kerridge requeste
the Court to furmish him with Nllil’ll)l(‘, resents fe th(' “(!“f -
h switable presents for ' ter
from whom it was also his i i | ici e
- was also his intention, to solicit a Phirmaund for
tl.ude at Ahmedabad, hecause the licence for trading at that
city had heen procured from an inferior officer
As the season ady "
‘ v season advance 'y
. » ced, the war hetween the Mogul’s sub-
jecets and the Portuguese bee: '
. B b YCCANMC IMOre Seners: v Paore NS
flect having burnt and plunde o l'd]’ s
- plundered the towns of Broach and Goga;
e l'(‘(f(‘llt (l(‘f'(“ N 1 . < .
o at, by the English ships, oft Surat, had raised
the English reputati I T
g reputation so high in the opinion of the Mogul's

subjects, ths . .
J ’ it protection to then factors and trade was readily

granted.  Under such f ) . ‘
ter such favourable civcumstances, Mr. Edwardes,

L

the Company’s factor at Almedabad, projected  his mission
t(). the Mogul’s court, hut desired that he might be vested
with the character of the King’s messenger, or servant, be-
cause, in - this capacity, Jehanguire and  his nobles  would
more readily listen to his solicitations, than if he appeared ip
ﬂlf‘f character of a merchant only.  To halance the charges of
this mission, Mr. Kerridge suggested, that four hundred picees

of

EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 171
of broad-cloths, of light colours, would sell at court, at great CHAP. L
profit, also a proportion of kersies, looking-glasses, and sword- 1614

blades ; but that these goods,
with a proportion of toys, for presents.
In January 1614-15, the Viceroy of Portugal arrived with The English

ships a
a large fleet off Swally, where he attacked the English ships, Swally .
but was defeated, with th

e loss of three hundred and fifty ﬁfﬁf}gubeysém
men —several partial actions followed, between this period and e

the 9th February 1614-15, when the Viceroy with his flect

sailed for Goa.

In this state of affairs,

Surat to be brisk, and that tl
their cargoes, and had dispatched Mr. Edwardes, as their agent,

to Agra, with presents to the Emperor and his ministers, of
cloths, pictures, glasses, and sword-blades. That the Court

nformation of the goods suited to this trade, the Fac-
ket not be over-

for sale, must be accompanied

the Factors represented the trade at Company’s
trade at Surat

rey had been protected in landing all in 1614-15.

might have i
tors added, that quicksilver (should the mar

stocked) would sell to advantage, also good crooked sword-blades,

light-coloured broad-cloths,
but that tin (from its being nearly as good

hat brought from England) and Muscovy

clephants”  teeth, lead, vermilion,

corals, and pearls;
in the country as t

hides, would not sell.
Mr. Edwardes, in this state of affairs, proceeded to Agra, and y,iview of

d, that Mucrob Khan had p Mr. Ed-

rocrastinated the settlement of y,lice the

4D i . ; Company’s

t, by stipulating that the English should send, Wi
the Great

and the Mogul ships, against the Portu- Mogul,

reporte
the trade at Suri

engage 10 defend Surat,
Z 2 guese,
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gucse, with whom the Emperor was at war. Mr. Edwardes
was presented, on the 7th February, by Asaph Khan, brother
to the Empress, Noor-Mahal (so celebrated in Indian history, for
her beauty and elevation) to the Great Mogul (Jehanguire), to
whom he delivered King James’s letter and picture, and those of
the Royal Family, who expressed his satisfaction with the
English nation, and his resentment against the Portuguese ;—
Mr. Edwardes next gave presents to Asaph Khan, Mahomet
Khan, and to the favorite Sultana, and, obtained a Phirmaund,
directed to the governor of Surat and Cambaya, allowing the
inglish a trade in his dominions ;—and in his report to the
Court, submitted that pictures, landscapes, particularly such as
represented the manners and customs of England, portraits of the
nobility, and some fine beaver hats, might he forwarded next
season, as presents, for the Mogul and his nobles.

Mr. Kerridge and Mr. Edwardes, at this time, obtained a
general and perpetual Phirmaund, for the English trade in the
Mogul’s dominions. "

A second

(1) —Letters from Mr. Kerridge and Mr. Fdwardes, at Agimere, and from the Factors

at Surat and Ahmedabad, 20th September, 224 November, 20th December, 1614, 20th
February and 20th March, 1614-15. No. 152, 107, 176, 170, 180, 138, 107.

The following description of the strength and courage of the English mastiff dog, is

given in the postseript of Mr. Kerridge's letter of the 20th March, 1614-15,

§c &
r. Edwardes : e e . : .
Mr. Edwardes presented the Kinge a mastife, and speakinge of the dog's courage,

-
-

the Kinge cawsed a yonge Jeoparde to be brought to make tryall, w™ the dogge soc pinchtt,

¢ thatt fewer howres after the leoparde dyed. Synce, the Kinge of Persia, w™a presentt,

-

[ N , - .
sent heather haulfe a dozen dogges—the Kinge cawsed boares to be brovght to fight wt*

*« them, puttinge 2 or 3 doggesto a boare, yet none of them scased ; and rememberinge his
“ owne

EAST=INDIA COMPANY.

A second experiment made this season by the factors at

Surat, was to open a trade with Persia. This project had

been suggested by Mr. Richard Stell, or Steel, who had

gone to Aleppo, to recover a debt from a merchant of that
city :—the debtor had fled to India, and Mr. Stell followed him
through the Persian dominions, and arrived at Surat. On the
report which he made to the factors, of the great probability of

advantages to be derived from a trade to Persia, they agreed to

send him, and Mr. Crouther, one of the Company’s servants,

into Persia, to examine the practicability of the speculation, and

what harbours w
fray their charges, and givi
Robert Shirley, who had settled at Ispahan, and also letters to
the King of Persia, and to the governors of the provinces
through which they were to pass. Mr. Steel, having described
Jasques, situated about ninety miles from Ormus, as a con-
venient port at which trade might be commenced, was directed
to proceed through Persia, by Aleppo, to England, and was

strongly recommended, for his ability and knowledge, to the Court

ere fit for shipping, allowing them s£150 to de-

ng them letters of credit on Sir

of Directors. "
The third experiment made this season (1614-15), was to

ade between Bantam and the Spice Islands. With

open a tr
this

who presently fastened on the boare, so disgraced the Persian

« owne dogg, sentt for him,

as exceedingly pleased. 2 or 3 fierce mastiffes, a couple of

-

¢ doggs, wherew" the Kinge w

“ Trishe greyhowndes, and a couple of well taught waterspanyells, wold give him greate con-

“ tente,”
(1)-- Letters from the Factors at Surat and Ahmedabad to the Court, 26th November

1614, 2d January and 26th February 1014-15, No. 169, 122, 107, 180,

Py
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this object, structions were given by the factors at Bantam to
cend one of the super-¢
at  Hitto, information havi .

¢ v r Tt A

aving been received,

Y " d
wrgoes to Lugho, and to endeavour to

pur('hasc cloves,

that the Amboynese were well affected to the English, not
5111y -

b e b
. .
g 3 : " p U

Banda ; and, should he find the natives disposed to open a trade
B » . < s

1 the English, he was y . )
with unglistl, as to leave two factors and ther
opvants at this isla :
servants at this island, to purchase the finer spices. @
IR 1
I'he information which the Court had received, in the pre
. . - ” B ’ i B -
ceding scason, induced them to apply to the King, to grant his
royal aunthority, that an Ambassador s 1o i
y : assador should proceed, in his name,
to the Great Mogul.
King James, in compli :
§ s, in compliance with tl i
ic wishes o Jompi
on the 14th January 1614-15 : ) f the Company,
eated Sic T) -15, granted his commission to the
elebrated I as >
t‘ M ‘ l | K.' wmas Roe, ““ to be Ambassador to the Great
ogul, or King of India.” ,
) . 'D[ ndia,” the Company agrecing to defray the
expences, in consideration, tl
ration, that under their exclusive privileges
they were to acquire such he i exelusive vl
7 wenefits as might result from this
mission.
Sir Thomas Roe sai
'S Iy e Sé 0y ; . , TS
. sailed from England in March 1614-15, on
board the Lion, Captain Ne ‘ :
whence h : ewport, and arrived at Surat, from
':nce he proceede . ,
] I'to the Mogul’s court, at Agnucere, which he

reached in December 1615
December 1615, and on the 10th January 1613-16,
was

(1)—Instructions gi ;
tions given by the Factors at Bantam, for attempting a voyage to Amboyn?

and Banda, 24th January 1014-15, No. 114

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.
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was presented to the Mogul, as Ambassador from the King of CHAP.I
L

England, when he delivered the King’s letter and the presents :—

of these, an English coach was the chief article, and with it

the Mogul was pleased to express his satisfaction, and to give the
Ambassador a gracious reception. From the Company’s agents
having already been too profuse in their presents to the ministers
and favorites, Sir Thomas Roe found, that the articles which
he had carried out, as presents, were not so highly estimated as
he had expected ; he therefore informed the Court, that nothing
less than valuable jewels would be deemed worthy of acceptance :
—at the same time he advised, that <¢ four or five handsome
¢ cases of red wine ” should be sent, as presents to the King and
Prince, as, in his words, *‘ never were men more enamoured of that
<« drinke as these two,” and which ¢ they would more highly
¢ este-em than all the jewels in Chepeside.” In describing his
own situation, he stated, that the natives could not comprez;lend
what was meant, in Europe, by the rank or quality of an ambas-
sador, and that, in future, it would be preferable to employ :;11
agent only, who could, without dishonor, bear those affronts

which an ambassador, from his rank, could not encounter —:
that, from want of an interpreter, he had experienced much diffi-
culty, in exp]aining to the Mogul, and to his ministers, the objects
of his mission ; in particular, the grievances which the English
had suffered from the Governor of Ahmedabad, because the native
whom he was obliged to employ, were afraid to interpret
lest they should incur either the King’s displeasure,
In his application for

brokers,
literally,

or he disgraced by his 1ninisters.
vedress,

1615.
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redress, from the Governor of Ahmedabad, he discovered, that
this officer was supported by Sultan Churrum, the Mogul’s,eldest
son, and Asaph Khan, the favorite ; by perseverance and ﬁrmhess
however, the Ambassador at last obtained the relief he solicited ’
On the 24th January 1615-16, Sir Thomas Roe had a
second audience of the Mogul, at which he complained of the
injuries the English had sustained, from the arbitrary conduct of
the Governor of Surat; and so cffectual were his remonstrances,
that this officer was dismissed. The Ambassador then proposed
to renew the articles of the Phirmaund, or treaty, between the
Mogul and the Eoglish nation, aud solicited to have the treaty
ratified by the signatures of the Mogul and of Sultan Churrum;
which having procured, the treaty was concluded. ,
The following is the substance of this treaty :—after the
usual preamble, that there should be perpetual league and friend-
Slfip’ between the Great Mogul and the King of England, it was
St‘p‘ul;:tcd’ that the English subjects should have liberty of trade,
anc ..(, d“()‘»\‘ ul to settle factories in any ports of the Mogul
(‘lll])l'lC, .sp('mf}’mg Bengal, Scindy, and Surat ;—that they <hould
be furnished with all kinds of provisions and carriages b tl
 bitants of the scnnnrr. hon and cax?ugcs y the
“;r sea-ports, according to the ordmary rates of
c drg:c ;—that the merchants should he protected against any
c-xa(,tlons or customs, in all sales, not exceeding sixteen rials of
:lg‘ht ;-—-‘tlm,t. all presents sent to the Mogul should be protcctcd
rom. E’Ci”g‘ opened at the sca-ports, and he forwarded to the
Lnglish Ambaisador at court, to be delivered, agreeably to his

instractions ;—th X . _
ions ;—that the goods of the English merchants should
be

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

be rated, within six days after being landed at any port, and aft
payment of the stipulated duty, might be forwarded, free, to any
other English factory ;—that the goods purchased by the English,
part of the Mogul’s dominions, should have a free transit to
were to be shipped ;—that the property of
who might die in the Mogul’s dominions,

in any
the ports at which they

the Company’s servants,
1d be delivered to the Company’s officers, or their successors;—

ng should be exempted

articular Phirmaund

shou
that the provisions necessary for the shippi
from duty ;—that, in the case of dispute, a p
for explaining and confirming the English privi-

should be given,
aund should be forwarded

leges ; and that copies of such Phirm
to the respective Mogul officers.
By a separate article, it was agreed, that the rate of customs,
on English imports, should be fixed at three and a half per cent.
and two per cent. on rials of eight ;—that mutual assistance

should be given against the enemies of either of the contracting
parties ;—and, finally, that tl
King of England, should be included in this treaty, and six

allowed to the Viceroy of Goa, to notify his accession;
sal, the Portuguese were to be

ve Portuguese, at the desire of the

months
but, in the event of his refu

treated as enemies. M

The farther progress of SirTl

the Mogul, will appear in the tran

his dispatches of this year,
as a commercial speculation, to

Aa send

jomas Roe’s negotiation with

sactions of the subsequent

season ; concluded with recom-

mending to the Company,
VvOL. L

Office, marked A, bound, page V13— Sir

(1)—MSS. in the Indian Register
vol. L

Thomas Roe's Journal, Printed Collection of Voyages,
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send out a large assortment of all kind of toys, annually, which
would find a ready sale at the great festival of Noroose, in the
month of March. ®

Though there are no direct communications from Surat,
this season, the progress of the Company’s commercial specula-
tions on the Malabar Coast, appears to have heen considerable.

As the commodities obtained on the Malabar side of the
Peninsula, constituted a valuable part of the cargoes brought
from India, Captain Keelinge, who commanded onc of the
vessels which sailed in 1614-15, had his principal intercourse
with the Zamorin’s country.

On his arrival at Cranganore (March 1615-16), he ohtained
liberty of trade, and permission to settle a factory ; and it was
agreed by treaty, dated the 10th March 1615-16, that the
English and the Zamorin should join their forces, and expel
the Portugucse from Cochin, which, when conquered, should
be ceded to the English, they paying one half of the expences
of the expedition, and the Zamorin the other. ¥

The measures adopted at Bantam, for extending the Com-
pany’s pepper trade, and the trade to the Spice Islands, if they
did not prove successful, at least opened, in this season, new
markets to view ; but the commercial animosities which were
daily becoming greater, between the Dutch and English Com-

panies, prevented the establishment of trade at them.
Mr.
(1)—Rymer's Faedera, vol. xvi, page 775. Sir Thomas Roe's Journal, printed.
—— Oniginal Letter tfrom Sic Thomas Roe to the Court, dated Agimere, 25th January
1615-16, No. 187,
(2)—~Treaty concluded with the Zamorin by Captain Keclinge, 10th March 1
—— MSS. m India Register Oftice, marked A, bound, page 133.

615-10.
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Mr. Boyle and Mr. Cockayne, who had been sent, in the

preceding season, from Bantam to Amboyna, reported, that

notwithstandin
and Banda to the English, to open a trade with them, they had,

after repeated efforts, been obliged to abandon the enterprize.

Mr. Cockayne had gone to Maccassar, and fixed a factory at
although it produced scarcely any other article but’

that place, :
from its situation, it might be

rice, on the presumption that,
rt, at which the spice trade might be establish-

the Dutch endeavoured to excite the
h; Mr. Cockayne, therefore, sailed
but was forced back, by the

made a central po
ed :—in this place, also,
natives against the Englis

from Maccassar again to Banda, .
shifting of the monsoon, and then thought of the expedient of

fixing a factory at Poloway, which hitherto had m:')t been visited
by the Dutch. In the course of the s.eas?n, he falled to Ner(::,
in the Island of Banda, but found it 1mpract1ca.ble, fr?m t ’e
the Dutch, to fix a factory. Driven, in this
n to station, he again proceeded to Amlf)oyna,
hip of the natives, got possession of
5. In this place he was attacked
‘ hough he made an obstinate
to Maccassar.

tors at DBantam, to
per. An ex-

at Jambee;

opposition of
manner, from statio
and, through the friends
Cambello Castle, in June 161
by a Dutch superior force, and t
defence, was again compelled to return

It, therefore, only remained to the fac

make efforts to extend the Company’s trade .m pep
been tried to open this trade,
ked with Coromandel Coast

goods

periment had previously
but as this port had been overstoc

Aa?
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gm»ds (the articles which the natives most readily reccived ih
exchange for their pepper), this expedient fuiled. ¢

Captain Best, who had carried letters from King  James
to the King of Achieen, formed, in 1615, a treaty with this chief,
by which, privileges of trade and liberty to settle a factory at
Tekoo, in Swnatra, were granted, on payment of seven per
*cent. on the mmports and exports ;—in return for which, the
Company’s servants were to have protection for their persons and
property, on promises being made of larger presents.

The experiment which had been tried to open a trade with
Japan had not been productive; for the pepper, lead, and
quicksilver, brought from Bantam, did not sell to advantage ;
and Mr. Coppindal, the factor, who had been left at Firando,
recommended to the Court, that if a settlement could be obtained
in the Spice Blands, it would be preferable to tr.y a trade hetween
them and China, or Siam, though the factory at Firando might

be kept open, as a depit for stores and provisions, @
In

(1= Letiers from the Factors at Bantam to the Court, 20th December 1615 from
Mr. Cockayne, at Maccassar, 16ith July 1615 ; and from the Factors gt Jambee, 11ith
Febroary 1615-16.  No. 226, 10g, and 180,

(2)~Copy of Treaty with the King of Acheen, (MSS. in the India Register Office,
marked F. 1, unbound, page 35.) Letter from the King of Acheen to King James I.
{1615) vol, ii, No. 231,

Note —~Thaagh, at this distant period, the nature of the presents requested may ap-

pear whimsical, this demand, and the compliance with ir, furnishes a striking proof of the
value which all nations put en whatever bas novelty, and that novely will obtain favour
in a remote country, however trifling the articles may be, The King of Acheen, by this
treaty, requested that * ten mastiff dogs, and ten bitches, and a greate picce of cannon,
“ thata man might set upright in, might be sent out to bim.”

(1)—~Letter from Mr, Coppindal, at Firando, te the Court, 5th December 1615, Nu, 223

-
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In the preceding seasons, while the four projected voyages CHAP. L
\“ﬂ

were actually performing, we have endeavoured to collect the 1616.

: v 2 3 : . . O ite
projects of the Company’s foreign factories, for extending their viPoE Sir

trade in the East-Indies, and in the season 1616-17, we must ;r,f‘ffi,’iscﬁ?j:

continue the same method, as the only practicable means, by ks  acturs

i ol 1 i < o . theexpedien-
which, we can connect their domestic measures with the foreign cyi)f::g: rode

results of them, while the East-India Company were making to Fersia.

experiments of trade, only.

In the former year, although the information from Surat was
deficient, yet the trade of the Company had been introduced lower
down the Malabar Coast, partly by the directions of this factory,
but chiefly by the exertions of Captain Keelinge, in his treaty
with the Zamorin; and we were then able to trace the rise and
first progress of Sir Thomas Roe’s mission, as Ambassador to the
Great Mogul.

In the season we are now reviewing, however, we dis- Report, by

. . . the factors at

cover a jealousy in the factory of Surat, of Sir Thomas Roe, not- sf;;afc of the
state of the

withstanding his efforts and success in obtaining phirmaunds, tradein
from the Mogul, favourable to the factories at Surat and Alime- 1615-16.
dabad, and, in general, encouraging to the English trade in the
Mogul dominions, for the factors represented to the Court, that
a merchant, or agent, would be better qualified for a commercial
negotiator, than a King’s Ambassador, and, in support of this
opinion, referred to the practice of the King of Spain, who, on
would send an ambassador, but always a commercial
agent; and stated that Sir Thomas Roe, besides, consider-

ed himself to be vested with the exercise of a controlling power
over

no occasion,
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’ over the commerc » 1

v mercial speculations of the Surat factor ] held
- factory, ana helc

M,
1616.

himself to hel i
h ¢ \ M
" ] tter qualified to judge of the English interests, 1
combining the politic: i k crests, oy
1cal relations whi
1s which he wis i
' vished
between the Mogul and the King of England, tl to introduce,
any ])r()j(‘,CfS for trade . g d, than hy forwar(lmg
; rade, which the factory might devise
applicable to the Mogul dominions e =
In explanati : N
3 nation ot thes ini
1es¢  opinions » sh ;
first instance, to the me pl e sl advert, B 08
> measures which the S ;
e durat t: :
and recommended to the C : factory adopted,
ie Court of Directors, for thei
ement | . , for their encou-
g 5 and next, to the vi i ;
N ) , to the views which Sir Thomas Roe took of
he proceedings of the S . } ‘
e} 1e Surat f 'V, & ’ ]
of which it had t1 . urat factory, and of the Indian trade,
W - had the chief direction ; and, lastly, to tl i
opinions which the f: ’ o the oppe ¢
il 1e factors and the Ambassador entertained of the
acticability, or tl |
v, 1ec advantages of the Persi: i
from the incidonte 1 ages of the Persian trade, on which,
1dents detaledn s precedi
e specalated , detailed in the preceding season, these agents
‘culated, and had hegun to act
'I‘l . )
1e factors at Sur:
- it Surat stated, that the Mogul dominions,
o 1 probable death of the Emperor Jehanguire, were
at this pen ; ; ,
* ]( 2 1}
o period, in the most relaxed  state of administration,
*othree sons 3 N N :
_— ms of the Emperor heing cmployed in drawing
ether ir e
”n ]l their adherents, and preparing for a civil war:—
1t the transi : .

- ansit of soods . . N 3 N 0
. t goods through the provinees, to Surat, from
! ‘cunstance, was e ‘e \Dr : i i
- | , was exposed to depredations, n the countries

hich each of the princes e i ive i
e + princes had their respective influence ;
‘ it this precarious situiti C tr i i
N ] | precarious situittion of trade was daily becoming

we  hazardous, as s eve ) ) )
, as the event of the Emperor’s death was

held to |}
e probable - auproachinge :—i S
1 , or approaching —ut the port of Surat,
however,

EAST-I

however, proad-cloth, lea

the market was not overstoc
and, therefor

from En

falling in price;
goods should be sent
enable the ag

dabad, and save the expences O

at, hitherto, they had no
bordering on the Ganges, the

tions ; but th
open a trade 1
Portuguese bein
that part of the
observing, that priv
in the fleets, unde
licences should be gr

vate traders), because,

that is, when their projects,
e a burden on the Company,

«¢ o keep them from st

cam
faith,

The factory -at Surat state
d been made to openan

which ha
succeeded peyond their

to the factors,

spices, and such goods
from the informatio

facilitate exchanges,

(1)—Lette
26th February, 4th March, 1616-

ents to meet the dem
f continuing factories at these sta-

n the countries
g in the exclusive possession o
Peninsula :-?—concluding this general report, with
ate trade must be checked, because individuals

NDIA COMPANY.

d, and tin,

rsold the Company, and th
anted by the Court, to voluntaries (pri-
when any misfortune happened to them,
or their credit, failed, they either be-
or embraced the Mahomedan

expectations,

at Bantam, for a proper sup
the farther Indies afforded, because,

n they had received, .these articles would

or the purchase of Persian produce.

as

rs from the Agents at Surat and Agimere to th

17- No 289. 250

would sell well, provided

ked, but quicksilver and cutlery were
e, that considerable assortments of
gland to Surat, which would

ands at Brampore and Ahme-

t found it practicable to

f the commerce of

at no further

arving.”
d to the Court, that the attempt
intercourse with Persia, had

and that they had written
ply of pepper and

On

e Court, 31st December 1616,
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cHAr 1. On cons i
sultation, they reported, that in consequence of letter
z o s

1616.

from the a in Persia (x )

‘ gent in Persia (motwithstanding Sir'’ Thomas Roe’s

opinion being agai : s
} ing against the project), they were satishied, that
several kinds of Englis : o e,
o S nglish goods, which had not heen found
vendible at Surat, parti |
at, particularly  hroad
ad-cloths, were i
. : ) re in demand
in counsequence of sx 18ty ’ o
- -q the existing wur between the Persians and

urks, in return for whic N N A e

| , L for which Persiun silks, which had hitherto
seen senf, through Tur ' .

" ; ; gh Turkey, to Rurope, might be procared

anidl a foundati aid for i . .
> ation Jaid for a Persian trade ; they, therefore

resotved  to sel small shi ¥ - .
. W a smallship from Surat to Jasques, witl

an investment, consisting of broad-c] e,

' : 14 woad-cloth il 2 :

iron, gquicksilver, vermihon t} e, et

- , cutlery, glass
) ) ss, and s -

with £2,000 in money. This NN ot blades

e y. us resolution they ilfustrated, by
rence to letters fr -

ers from Mr. Barker and Mr. Connock, w}
had proceeded from Jasques s
Jasques Tlooust; i

rovernor of ' jues to Mogustan, the residence of the

{ ¢ provinee of

: : rmus, by whom t}

- o \ wy had bect

favorably reccived, and who gr; i : ’ "

ool ] granted them a licence to land their

£ » Jasques ;—atter {eavs y

ot e jues s—after leaving two factors at Mogustan, they

xt mtended ont i "

l to continue their journey to Ispahan, the capital
and requested a s " Eonel i ,
" 1” a supply of Eaoglish cloths, which would sell well
and enable the . i " ~....’ ’
e e to purchase siths, and other Persian produce:

it would also he ¢ i .
| dd also he expedient to send four hundred tons of pep-
per and spices, fre i |
spiees, from Bantam as 'S
e am, with asupply of Surat and Guzerat
: S, 4 a proporti Y GINEeTr,. N i i
" proportion of ginger, sagar, rice, ophwm, and wax,
and presents to be offere ¢ ;
, d to the dersti
o | the King of Persia; and concluded

s he « . T
; ating, that the Persian trade was the more  prowmising
rom the decline : Portug - chis

leeline of the Portuguese power, and the opinion of this

people

EAST-

people that the English

Mr. Pley, in a subsequent Jetter,

would find a ready sale 1t
of the chiefs and soldiers

through Turkey. &)

We have next to advert to the
and to his opinion of the ®
at, for cxtending the Com
At the dlose of the preceding seas

his second audience of the Mogul, and h
f the English trade,

he reported, that he
m, for the protectio
jeving them from th

mmor of Surat
ich had been shewn to the

Mogul that the King of Por-
the title of Kiog of India,
d never be sO beneficial
that the English annually
to the amount of 50,006
Sir Thomas Roe offered
pum, on condition that

embassy,
factory at Sur

for the introduction @
nions. In this year,
thanks to Sultan Churru

afforded to the English, in rel
Zulfeccar Khan, the late Gove
strated against the partiality wh
Portuguese, by representing 0 the
tugal had, in Eaurope, assumed

and that the Portuguese trade coul
d, from the fact,

calicoes and indigo
n this remonstrance,

as that of Englan
exported from India,
rials ;—to strengthe

to pay to the Sultan 12,000 rupees per &
¢ exempted from P

d then gave it 88 h

the English should b
the port of Surat; an

YOL. 1.

(1)—Consultation of the Agents at Surat,

Lettex from the Factors at Jasques to the

1 Persia,

B

Court,

INDIA COMPANY.

would probably make an attack on Ormus.

explained, that English cloths

on,

I

b

1gth January 1616-17.

because the upper garments
were made of this staple, brought

pany’s trade.
the Ambassador had

ad concluded a treaty,

into the Mogul domi-
had returned his

n which he had
e extortions of
and had remon-

ayment of customs at
is opinion, that the

plan

24 and Oth October 1616, No. 276~

Nos. 288, 288.
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Jan of the agency at Surat i
P geney , of keeping up permanent factories
at Ahmedabad, and other parts of the Mogul d Om'- .
) inions
to be abandoned, as 1t would be preferable to make th e
. . ake the .
of goods inland, by the natives (particularly the indi purchases
. e in
from Agra, and the Bengal goods), who could ob igo brought
. ) ‘ou o .
reasonable rates ; but if the Court were of opini : tain them at
) nion, t :
tors should be stationed at Agra, he , that English fac-
» he recommended the sending th
goods on carts, rather than on camels 4 nding the
. .. ;—and concluded this part of
his report, by advising that agents should reside at Camb p d
Baroach, bec: : mbaya an
l 1, because, at those tawns, the best cloths i 'y
be procured. s in India could
The Ambass: ..

e o sador’s opinion of the Persian trade, it has alread
een noticed, was direc . ) a
Council of S, s directly opposite to that of the Agent an()lr

)t Surat: partici
. ar, } .
sending a ship to Persia » he held, that the expedient of
. sta, was an jll-advis .
take ofl’ the ha . advised project, and, to
g « (I € 2, ol ) ’
that the ship had ¢ flect of it, he had written to Shah Abbas,
. - > ) ace S . «
the speculation of a Persian trade ’ “(.l ent s—that, however,
ation, that he had de was so far worthy of consider-
. | ad addressed a letter to the King, offering t
T nto a direc . . c , offering to
of keepin ¢t contract for Persian silks; but that the plan
1 H L7 ' «
p g up a flect, for the defence of the Persians acai
ortuguese, at Ormus, was ex( rsians against the
v e . S, was extravagant, as it w .
the whole profits which could i ..{w ) it would exhaust
on the restoration of d arise from the trade, and hecause,
ek of peace between '
trade tween Turkey and Persi .
ade would naturally revert to its ancient ly Persia, the silk
indenend.. : s ancient channe —
wependently, however, of this circ t cl, by Aleppo:
wch w . s eircumstance, the heav
which would be incurred, by brine: “ 1c heavy expences
» by bringing the silk, by land carriage,

to

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

to a port in the Persian G
would render the price,

in England, higher than
if brought from Aleppo;—3a

of a Persian trade should,
as the Spanish-Portuguese W

their power. W

The measures adopted at
tailed in t

a continuation of those de

then been found, that the exp
Molucca Islands, was

e Dutch being to monopolize

at any of the Banda or
impracticable; the avowed
the Spice Trade ;~—that,
only be attempted, by h

islands, to which the Dute
on had been given,

with this view, a commissi
Council at Bantam, to the
Defence, directing them t0
and Polaroon, with instrd
treating with the natives,
absolute surrender of those
their stipulating to pay,
the nutmeg-tree, bearing

remain subject, entirely,

they would agree to sell their spices

(1)—Letters from Sir Thomas Roe
1616. Nos. 281, 282. Letter fro
1616. No, 205.

plan of th

therefore,
xing stations and facto

ctions to 0
andto endeavour to ©

annually, as @ quit-
fruit ; and that they s

to their own Jaws an

ulf, thence to be conveyed to Surat,
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at which the silks could be sold 1616.

that at which they would sell,
nd, on the whole, that the project

for the present,

this branch
h had not hitherto

commanders 0
proceed to the Isl

islands to the King

to the En
Bb?2

to the Courl,
m Sir Thomas Roe to Sult

hserve the ut
btain from them an

27th November and 1st Dec

be abandoned,

ould oppose it, by evety obstacle in

Bantam, this season, furnished only
he preceding year. It had

eriment of forming a settlement

difficult, if not

of trade could
rs in those

resorted ; and

by the Agent and
f the ships, Swan and
ands of Poloway

most caution in

of England, by

rent, a branch of
hould be allowed to
d customs, provided

glish only. In the

event

ember

an Churrum, 1st May

State of the
trade at Ban-
tam in
1616-17, and
cession of the
Island of
Polarcon, by
the natives, to

the English.
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event of i

T i ey e
they were (o build » b tgr at . olaroon, on which
fortify it as a station, amls e;he(; k::l)d'th'elr T i
. , to intimate to the Dutch
in fhe ncigh’bourhood, that the island had been taken pos-
S?Ss.lon of, i the name of the King of England. Under
similar instructions, they were next to endeavour to establish
houses and factoriearin the Islands of Poloway, Pulo-Lantore
and Rosengin. 0 ' '

The following interesting survey of the English establish-
mfents in the East-Indies was transmitted to the Court of Com-
mittees, in the year 1617, or at the conclusion of the Joint
Stock of 1613.

Surat was the most commodious station in all India, at
which, though English goods were not in great request, all the
eastern parts of India could be supplied with cloths; but those
ar?icles could only be procured by exchanges of China goods;
spices, and money.

At the two factories of Acheen and Tekoo, on the Island of
Slfmutru, large quantities of Cambaya and Masulipatam goods
might be disposed of, and, in return, gold, camphor, pepper,
and benjamin, could be obtained.

Buntam was the greatest place of trade in the Indian Seas,
u-/here Cambaya and Masulipatam goods, estimated at fifty or
sixty thousand rials, were annually imported, and, in return, in

good

(1)—Letters from the A ,
No. 278, gent and Council at Bantam to the Court, 29th October 1616

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

good years, one hundred and fifty thousand sacks,

years, sixty thousand sacks of pepper could be ex
had been raised treble, in

the price of pepper, bowever,
few years, from the competitions in
English, Dutch, and Chinese.
Jaccatra yielded arrack, rice,an
tlement at that place would be diffic
demanded by the King, for ground on
Jambee had been recentl
was an increéasing deman
and, in return, it wo
pepper. '
At Potania, about ten thousa
mandel cloths might be sold ; but.
export, and trade was on the decline.

At Siam, if the country were in 2

del cloth might be sold to the amount
rials per annum ; in return, it wo
deer skins, for the Japan market.

At Japan, English cloth, lead,
goods, would find a considerable
would furnish silver, copper, a9
hitherto sent to this place had been
on the decline.

At Succadania, diamonds,

be obtained, had not this trade been rui
the first tactors. .

bezoar

d fish, for shipping ;
ult, from the exorbitant sum

whish to build 2 factory.
y settled as 2 factory, at whichghere —stJambee.
d for Cambaya and Corom

d afford about ten thousa

nd ri
it furnis

uld yield

de
market, and,

d iron;
illassorted, an

and in bad
ported o
the last

the market, between the

andel cloths,
nd sacks of

als of Surat and
hed few articles of

state of pea
f forty or fifty thousand

o
gold, silver, and

in return, it

but the English cargoes
d the trade was

stones, and gold, might ;
ped by the ignorance of
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At Banjarmassin, in the Island of Borneo, diamonds, gold
b
and bezoar stones, could he procured ; hut the character of th;
natives was so treacherous, thati :
Ny at it WOUld be ex edi .
ent -
draw the factory. P to with
As Maccassar, the best rice in India could be bought and
about forty thousand rials per annum of Cambaya and Cg ,
del cloths sold ; b i oroman-
sold ; but this place was r
esorted to by the P
though abandoned by the Dutch y ortuguese,
At Banda, : . ”
Coromandel el , about forty or fifty thousand rials, annually, of
andel cloths could be sold ; and, in return, about a thou
- * y -
sand tons of nutmegs and mace could be purchased, and a still
reate antl ’
greater qu‘mtnty, could peace be established between the Euro-
peans trading to it. ()
Tl N gy
‘ wough these accounts of the experiments which had been
I ade to establish trade in the countries within the Company’s
iinits do :
erort o not specify the amount of the charges, either in the en-
yrizes, Or 1 . :
mulst X ’ [: in the scttlement of factories, yet these charges
5 ave e 2 .
ool en gr.cat, and must be considered as having exhaust-
. ‘ l g‘z.(‘. proportion of the East-India Company’s funds. under
eir obligati N ’
gation to the Crown to establish English trade in the

East-Indies 1
ndies, under their Charter and exclusive privileges.

(1)~—Letter from t!
1e Agent .
No. 206, gentand Council at Bantam to the Court, 19th January 1617-18.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

1617-18.

Tae Annals of the London East-India Company, from its
establishment in 1600, by Queen Elizabeth, to 1617-18, could
only assume the form of a narrative of the éommercial measures

which had been devised at home, an

to the countries within their limits,

d of experiments by voyages
with the general object of

introducing the trade.
bscriptions of the Adventurers

At the outset, though the su
were not acted upon as

were considerable, those subscriptions
direct trade between England and

for whether we refer to
many of whom

one joint stock, on which a

the East-Indies could be attempted;

the commercial caution of the first subscribers,
f the scheme before

wished for information on the practicability o
they embarked their property in it, or from the opinion of many
of the Adventurers, that it would be more safe to manage their
own concern, than to entrust it 10 the Court of Committees, it

is, at this distant period, difficult to ascertain ; but the fact was,
that lesser and subordinate associations of the Adventurers fitted

out different independent equipments, though all of them acted
in the name of the London East-India Company- Experience,
at those detached equipments exposed the
in the East-Indies, in their attempts
in this

first

however, discovered, th
whole to dangerous results,

to establish trade :—it was, therefore, practicable only,
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first aspect of Indian affairs, to give the form of a narrative of

1617-18. voyages of experiment.

Formation of

the Second
Joint Stock.

The inconveniences of detached voyages of experiment
were felt in the year 1613, and called for the union of those

subordinate associations, or what has been termed the First Joint

Stock. On this larger fund, and with more defined commercial
objects, the Court of Committecs, or Directors, were enabled
to call for the support of the Crown, to protect the establishments
which they were forming, against the jealousies a ndoppesition of
the Portuguese and Dutch :—the Directors, with this support,
fixed on Surat and Bantam, as the principal seats of their
trade, and placed, as subordinate to the Presidents and Councils
at‘ those port‘s, such out-stations, as had hitherto been subjects
of corr.lmercml experiment, only, that they might annually
afford instructions to those Presidencies, for the management
o.f the trade, and for continuing, or relinquishing, such sta-
tions as h.ad been formed on the Peninsula of Iﬁdia, and in
the countx:nes hordering on the Gulfs of Persia and Arabia, on
the one side, and on the Island of Java and the Spice Islands,
and the countrics which might be approached by the Chinese
Seas, on the other.

Having, however, arrived at that period (1617-18), when
a large joint stock was to he employed, and when the interfe-
rences of the Crown were required, to protect the East-India
C.ompany, as a body of its subjects, privileged to carry on a
distant and extensive commerce, from being overset by the

nariti o . .
maritime European nations, with which, by treatics, England
was

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

was in alliance, it becomes practicable to give the regular form
of annals, to Indian Affairs, divided into the domestic and
he London East-India Company.

foreign transactions of t
been made in the preceding year

The report which had
(1616-17), of the actual commercial state of the countries, to
which the Company’s shipping had hitherto resorted, and the large
expenditure which had been made of the first Joint Stock, of
1613, induced the proprietors, or Adventurers, this year, to
form a new, or what has been known by the name of the Second
Joint Stock, which amounted to the large sum of £1,600,000.

When this Joint Stock began to be acted on, the Company were

possessed of thirty-six ships, of from one hundred to a thousand

tons burden, and the proprietors of stock amounted to nine
hundred and fifty-four persons. ®

The appropriation made of this large stoc

£800,000 was set apart to defray the charges of
Cc three

k was as follows :

the sum of

voL. L

s Report on East-India Trade. (MSS. in India Register

(1)—Sir Jeremy Sambrooke’
India Stock, 20th February

)—— List of Adventarers in the East-

Office, marked D. P. 1.1
« at the coming in of the Second

stof the Ships belonging to the Company,
(MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked D. P.7,-20, and 129).

James granted Letters Patent, under the Great
to Sir James Cunningham, of

1617-18, and Li
« Joint Stock, 1617.”

Note. In the year 1617-18, King
Seal of Scotland, dated at Kinnaird, 24th May 1617,
bhim, his heirs, and assigns,
and anthorizing him
f Asia, Africa, and America,
and to the Levant Sea, and
m the countries of

and North-

Glengamock, appointing to be governors, rulers, and
of the Scottish East-India Company,
and the countries or parts ©
tia, to the Straits of Magellan,
f the Great Turk, and to and fro
he North, North-west,
Which Patent, and all the rights

and

directors, < to trade to and from
« the Fast-Indies, beyond the
¢ Cape-of Bona Speran

« territories under the government o
ountries and islands in t

-

¢ Greenland, and all other ¢
and other parts of America and Muscovy "

-

-
-

east Seas,
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f(‘;l'(f‘](’«?\'(l))s;ages, in the following manner: for the first voyage
ﬂw’ Scc(m()l :y:: :n)mst of nine ships, .th(‘, s‘un.l of £200,000; for
200,000 vage .(16'18-19) to consist of eight ships, the sum of
(;igllf. ’ships’, a:]l(ll(‘,mll:‘u‘:‘c(‘ f::::ld 0‘;'()},3220(()1619-20) fo consit o
harees of . £400,000 ;— the aggregate
¢ l‘dl‘{,,(s of the cargoes for these three voyages, were estimated at
LLQ:()S,O()(), and the price to be paid for articles, suited to the
Indian market, was to be £152,000;—the charges for the
pul.‘(:haso, cquipment, and repair of these three fleets wél'e
estimated at £350,000, absorbing, thus, the whole ,of the

subscriptions to the Second Joinl Stock. ™

Tt will be proper to connect these domestic measures, form-
ed upon S.O broad a fund, with the progress of the COmpany’s
""m'"“"‘. cial agents and the commanders of their ficets, both in
confirming the intercourse at the ports, at which fuc,torie‘ and
agencies had been established, and in extending the t (: t
stations which had hitherto heen untried g the trade ©

As SUraT had become the principal seat of the Company’s
trade on the West of India, the same plans were d

pursue

in the season 16 i
| ¢ 1617-18, which have been traced as the ground

of

and privileges annexed to i
F t, was, subsequently i

| y, for a valuable cons i i
ooy ‘ consideration, assigned b
ir James Cunningham to the London East-India Company. (East India P g' ;
State Paper Otfice, without date, No. 45) - (Bactodn P

P . ro 4

(1)—MSS. in the Iudian Register Office, marked D, P. No 7.-20, and D. P. N 12

. . e , @ A . 0.

beecm . ITNDIA COMPANY.
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of its transactions in the preceding years wu,
azx eontd.wté CHAP. I

occurred in thi
the foundation o
by the East-India Company.

Hitherto, the factory had only
cers to the introduction of trade, and to oppose the English

sales and purchases to the
ar, a Dutch ship being wrecked near

f a rivalship, and an animosity, not anticipated

to reconcile the Mogul offi-

long confirmed commerce of the

Portuguese ; but, in this ye
Surat (10th July 1617), and
allowed to be disposed of in th
d the value and conseque
posed of their goods t
¢ managers of a projecte
which had arisen from the sale of the ship’s cargo, and the
of receiving new stock and shipping from Europe,
they determined to acquire a portion of

the goods saved from the wreck
at city, this persevering people
nce of trade at this port ; and

perceive
o advantage, left ten mer-

having dis

chants, asth d trade, and with the funds

expectation

in the subsequent 5€ason,
The English factory, thus, before it had been

not only to oppose itself to the Portuguese,
This event 1s memorable,

the Surat trade.

fully established, had

but to the Dutch commerce.
from it origin of the Dutch trade at Surat,

and introd g servants into & rivalship with
the English —it 1s DOt less so,,vfrom its furnishing evi-
dence, that the Dutch commercial relations had already been
formed on the Co with the exception of the

romandel Coast for,
ten persons Jeft at Surat, the remainder of the officers and crew
ulipatam. ®

o their factory at Mas
Cc?2

t to the Court, 10th Novembe

¢ ascertaining the
ucing their enterprizin

We

r 1617, No. 302.

proceeded, overland, t

(1)—Letter from the Factory at Sura

s season, which, though trivial In itseif, became 161?-1'8 .
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we tere Sir Thomas Roe, after concluding his treaty with the

1617-18
) - e soliciti ~
7-18. Mogt, soliciting Sultan Churrum to accept of the annual pay-

Sequel of
Thomas R

embassy.

Q..
oe's ment of ’ .
twelve thousand rupees by the English, in lieu of
- - -~ ] B

payment of customs at Surat, and have now to follow the
progress of his embassy.
v

t MTI"’}‘gh. Sir Thomas Roe appears, from his communications
o Mr. Kerridge, the chief at Surat, to have procured a Phir-
:.ndun.d, ‘thmugh the means of Noor-Mahal, the Empress, or
avorite Sultana, for the general good treatment of the English
at S‘urut, and had desired, that an assortment of English goods,
P(‘rfll‘m(‘.ﬂ, &ec. should he forwarded to him, as presents fof her,
an(l‘tur Asaph Khan, her brother, vet he described the Governor
of Surat as reluctant to shew that favour to the English, which
the Phirmaund had enjoined ;—it, therefore, hecame a question
with the Ambassador, as the Governor of Surat would not allow
t.h(' English to strengthen or fortify their factory, for the protec-
tion of their goods and servants, whether it might not be expe-
dient to remove to some station, where the means of sclf-defence
might be more practicable. At one time, he thought of Goga,
and, subsequently, of Scindy ; but, after a review of the whole,
decided that it would be more expedient to remain at Surat,
though from the character of the natives, and the instability of
the Mogul government, all grants of privileges must be con-
sidered as temporary, and that any agreement, or capitula-
tion for goods, which might be procured, ought not to be depen-

ded on, as permancent ; and concluded, that though the general

Phirmaund for trade in the Mogul dominions had been ob-

tained,
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tained, and, of course,
ngal, yet the attempt 1617-18.

e with the rich provinces of Be
s trade would be unwise, from the Portuguese
M

intercours
to enter on thi
having the exclus

If Sir Thomas

ding season, had entertal

ive possession of 1it.

Roe, and the factory at Surat, in the prece- He seconds
the efforts of

ned opposite opinions of the expediency the Factors
: at Surat,for a

s1a, it would appear in this year (as Persiao trade.

of opening a trade with PER
at the port of Jasques) that he

the trade had been opened
felt it his duty to afford them
ctending the advantages whic

his assistance, in maintaining

h the agents had already

and e
acquired. In their report to the Court of Directors, dated at
Ispahan, they stated that the opposition which they had chiefly

rose from the interferences of the Spanish-Portu-

to expect, a
every expedient to engross the Persian

guese, who were trying
trade, and to exclude the English from any participation

in it.
In this opposition, Sir Robert Shirley had been implicated, Projects of
. - Sir Robert
who had left Ispahan, 1n October 1615, and gone to Europe, Shirley in
. . Persia,hostile
on a mission from the King of Persia, to form a contract to the Com-
pany.

not only to sell to his subjects the

h the King of Spain,
them licence to fortify the

¢ the Persian silk, but to grant-
r the protection of their shipping and factories. Mr.

e agent, therefore, recommended the necessity of
King James, by submitting to his consideration,

wing the Spanish-Portuguese to enjoy the
exclusive

wit
whole 0
sea-ports, fo
Connock, th
an application to
the danger of allo

ir Thomas Roe to Mr. Kerridge, 21st October 1617, No. 3§7.—

(1)—Letter from S
he Court, 14th February 1617-18, No. 306.

Letter from Sit Thomas Roe to L
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¢0s the Come-
pany’s agent
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treat in the
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King of En-
glaud,
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exclusive possession of a trade, which would render them the
most powerful European nation in the Rast-Indies ; and, in
the mean time, represented to the King of Persia, the necessity
of seizing the Island of Ormus from the Portuguese, under
the protection of which the Persian dominions would be supplied
by the English, with all kinds of Indian produce. “

In this critical situation of the Company’s agents at Ispahan,
an Ambassador arrived from the King of Spain (June 1617), au-
thorized to adjust and scttle the contract, which Sir Robert
Shirley had projected ;—the English agent, in consequence,
urged the factory at Surat, to dispatch the whole of the Compa-
ny’s ships to Jasques, for the defence of that port, as the
Portuguese fleet had rendezvoused at Muscat, and had determined
to blockade the passage into the Gulf of Persia, against the
English trade.

These events induced Sir Thomas Roe to grant a com-
mission and instructions to the Company’s agent at Ispahan, au-
thorizing hin to treat with the King of Persia, in the name of
the King of England.

The commercial advantages which would result from getting
access to the Persian trade, Mr. Connock reported to the factory
at Surat, would be, the immediate sale of all the English cloths
and kersies, which might arrive in the fleet, should they amount
even to two thousand bales, and the sale of about a hundred
t‘(ms of tin, and some quicksilver, and vermilion; and that,
from the moncy which these sales would produce, with two thou-

sand rials in cash, he could purchase a valuable assortment

of

LAST-INDIA COMPANY.

of DPersian goods, but added, that neither ivory, lcad, nor
.—if this trade should be en-

sword-blades, would sell in Persia ;
t, five hundred tons of pepper cauld be dispo-
sed of, and as much sugar, and the finer spices, as could be pro-
cured ;—and concluded, by requesting, that an English coach
should be sent as a present to the King of Persia, for which the
agent expected an order, e ob

The efforts which had been made under the directions of the
at BaxTaM, in the preceding season, appear, in this year,
eded ; for the Islands of Polaroon and Rosengin
sion of, and fortified :—the Dutch had at-
but, on finding the defences

tered on with spiri

for buying silk, miight be obtained. O

factory
to have succe
had been taken posses
tacked the former with three ships,
strong, had retired, though, on the voyage, they bad seized the
Company’s ship Swan, in her passage to Rosengin, and hav-
ing corrupted the crew of the Defence, carried the ship
to a Dutch settlement. Against these proceedings, the fac-
y at Bantam protested, and demanded the ships, which were
the English would consent to surrender all their
and the other Spice Islands.

duct against the first

tor
refused, unless
rights and claims on Polaroon,

The Dutch practised the same con
— which appeared in the Indian Seas, as they had
the English. Two French ships had arri-
but being com-

French ships,
exercised towards
ved at Bantam, from Dieppe, in 1616-17 ;

manded by Dutch officers, they were seized, and the super-
cargoes

(1)~ Letters from Mr. Connock, agent at Ispahan, to the Court, 2d Apriland 2d June
1617, Nos. 332, 352.—— Letters from Mr. Connock to the Factory at Surat, 15th May and
sth J’une 1617, Nos.341, 455.— Commission and Instructions from Sir Thomas Roe to the

2 . »

Agentin Persia, 6th October 1617, Nos. 378, 380.
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cargoes obliged to sell one of the vessels, at Bantam :—the other,
commanded also by Dutch officers, was intercepted, on her re-
turn through the Straits of Sunda, and sunk. Two other French
ships, subsequently, arrived from St. Maloes, from which the
Dutch officers were also seized ;—and the English factors, con-
cluded, that there was little probability of either of those vessels

returning to Europe. ®

(1)—Letter from the Agent and Factors at Bantam to the Court, 19th January 1617-18,
No. 296.

EAST INDIA COMPANY.

1618 -19.

Wazn the knowledge of the events which had taken place
in the Spice Islands reached Europe, the respective superiors of

the English and Dutch Companies became parties in the discus-

ions i :als and remonstrances.
sions, each presenting memorials

While the English trade .
Dutch considered them, as seeking only a subordinate share of the

East-India trade, but when a Joint Stock was enabling the
London Company to send out large fleets, that they might acquire

a participation in the trade,
ened by the experience of gain, superseded,
the ties of alliance in Europe :—hence, in Holland, it was ex-

pected, that any opposition which the Dutch Company might
make to the projects of the English, in participating in the trade,
would not, from the pacific character of KingJames, lead to any
but be subjects of remonstrance only ;—besides,

d as separate adventurers, the

the jealousy of merchants, strength-

in a distant country,

actual hostilities,
the greater part of the Directors of the Dutch Company, in

their different Chambers, were members of the States in the dif-

ferent Provinces, and several of them members of the States Ge-

neral ; whereas, in England, the Directors of the London Com-

voL. L D d pany
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pany werc not vested with any political capacity, and could only
approach the sovereign with petitions, praying for his interference
and protection.

.In all cases of national aggression, the party committing
t.he njury, is, generally, the first who complains :—the Dutch
()e)mpuny, accordingly, in 1618, presented a mecmorial to
Km.g James, the substance of which was :—that being in pos-
session of a trade at Bantwmn, the English factory had endea-
voured to instigate the Materam, or Emperor, against them, and
had repeatedly assisted the natives, both of the Bandas, and
Moluccas, particularly at Amboyna, in violating those treaties
which they had concluded with the Dutch Company, for the ex-
clusive trade and control of those islands, and, therefore, prayed
for the King’s interference with the Directors of the London
Company, to prevent any farther encroachments on possessions,
of which the cession had been made to them, by the natives, or of
which they had made a conquest from the Spaniards.

In reply, the London East-India Company enumerated the
grievances and oppressions which their ships and factors had re-
ceived from the Dutch commanders and fleets, during the last
three years, in which they had only been endeavouring to retain
their rights at Bantam, and to introduce their trade, in such
islands, as had not hitherto been pre-occupied by the Dutch, and
that they had made agreements with the natives, at ports in the
Spice Islands, of this description, from which, by the superior
force, military and naval, of that people, they had been driyen,

with great loss, both of men and of property; and, as instan-
ces,

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

position experienced from

ces, referred to the violence and op
Rosengin, Am-

the Dutch, both at Bantam, and at Polaroon,

boyna, and Tidore.

‘5on. in opini i Roe and the
The opposition, in opimon, between Sir Thomas

factory at SuraAT, noticed in the preceding year, appears,losn
the return of the Ambassador to Surat, in the spring of 16: ,
rts of both were united, to establish,

to have subsided, as the effo
¢ the Indian trade at S

by treaty, a distinct system fo htaini
improve on that hold, which the English agents were O taining

of the trade in Persia. .
stated, that Sir Tho

It has already been
cured from the Mogul a Phirmaund to the Engl

urat, and to

mas Roe had pro-

ish, for a general

put that the relaxed situation of the

ini i oguls
government, which, under the administration of the Moguls,
:on to the throneé, had, at

always preceded an ex ected success! .
junc i r of Surat less obsequious to

this junct dered the Governo |
! ure, ren solute nature of the

the orders of his sovereign, than the ‘ab

oL ise have rescribed.  SIF Thomas ’
constitution would otherwise P proposals ‘to Sultan

eral treaty, made

trade in his dominions,

to improve on the gen

to King James, and Reply of the

Company
India Papers in the State

(1)—Memorial of the Dutch East-India
year 1618 (East-

London East-India Company thereto, in the
Paper Office, Nos. 12 and 13).

203

CHAP. L
——
1618-19.

Proceedings
at Suraf.

Treaty be-
tween Sultar
Churrumand
Sir Thomas
Roe.



204

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

CHAP. 1. (
Churrum to enter i . . .
— iter into an alliance, for resisting the pretensions of

1618-19
the Portu S .
guese.  After long discussions with this Prince the treaty
b

:‘:s VC(.mcludcd, and the following are its leading articles :—that
Gi‘l;l::: S(‘:;ou;tl t'uke the English under his protection ;—that the
comlored wrat %hould lend ships to the English, to be
N he defence of the port ; the English, however
o tha o‘w?d to land ounly ten armed men at one time,
Englishe niiesll](:ctt (merchants - might - wear - arms ;—that the
castle ;——thit th;1 llg a house in the city, but distant from the
bassador and his s _:vernf)r of Surat should receive the Am-
should enjoy the uite, with marks of honor ;—that the English
verned b.y e ree exercise of their own religion, and be go-
English and the ZW: luws ;—that in any disputes between the
vernor and his offi atives, reference was to be made to the Go-
bt disputcs amcers, who should decide, speedily and justly ;
own factOry’._t}O,ntg l.themselves, were to be decided by their
the English 5 N 1.4 iberty of trade should be granted to
dutics on 1 a,ndin 1ttsh fullest extent, on payment of the usual
were 1o be exei e goods, from which pearls, jewels &ec.
pted ;—that fi !

granted to the English lingui reedom of speech should be
regarding the tradeg 1Sf lmfngtS and brokers, in all matters
presents, intended foo their employers ;—and, lastly, that all
the custom-house at ;coﬂrt, should be opened and examined at
English, to pass, d I:rat, and then sealed and delivered to the
made, the articl’ uy frees bl.lt’ if such presents were not

es were to be lable to pay duty. The Phir-

maund,

* addres

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

maund, ratifying and confirming this treaty, was signed, sealed
34

and delivered to Sir Thomas Roe. @
, the factors at Surat directed their

n the Red Sea, and opened an inter-
n the principle that the articles ob-
ich had been in high estimation,

f the circuitous navigation, and

During this season
attention to the trade 1
course with Mocha, ©
tained at this port, wh

discovery ©

previously to the
might become also part of the Company’s

since that period,

investment.
Captain Shill

Mocha in 1618, and obtaine

by which the English were
protection t0 their persons and property,
merchandize, and three per cent. on money

three per cent. 01
which they might export from Mocha.

paid for all goods,
On receiving information of these events, Sir Thomas Roe

sed a letter to the Governor of Mocha, requesting that
privileges might be confirmed by the Grand Seignior, and
on the part of the English, that Europe goods, of
arly brought to Mocha, and that port
and, in particular, against

inge, of the Company’s ship Ann, went to
d a Phirmaund from the Governor,
allowed freedom of trade, and
on condition of paying

these

promising,
all kinds, should be regul

be defended against all e
the Portuguese. @
This

nemies,

s for settling 2 Trade and Factory at

ount of his Negotiation
matked F. 1, unbound, p. 67).—

(1)~—Sir Thomas Roe’s Acc

Surat, 1618 (MSS. in the ine
Roe to the®€onrt, 15

ment with the Guover

tian Regisicr-Oﬂice,
Letter from Sir Thomas h Avgust 1618 No. 484.
(2)—Copy of Agree (MSS. in the Indian

Reyister Office, marked F. 1,

sor of Macha.

anbound, page 89)— Letter from the agents at Mocha to
the
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This appears to have been the last transaction of Sir
Thomas Roe in the Bast-Indies; but, in his voyage home, he
touched at Saldanha Bay, in May 1619, where he met and held
a conference with the Dutch Admiral, Hoffinan, who commanded
the outward-hound fleet. From this officer he learned, that the
respective governments in Europe, alarmed at the consequences
of the commercial jealousies and animosities, between their
subjects in the East-Indies, had appointed Commissioners to
take the subject into consideration ; and it was, with a becoming
sense of duty, agreed between them, that each should address a
letter to the chiefs of their réspective factories in India, recom-
mending to them to abstain from any opposition, or violence
against each other, till each should receive specific instructions
from their superiors, or be informed of the result of the con-
ferences, between the Commissioners of the two nations, in
Europe.

At the close of the preceding season, Sir Thomas Roe had
given authority to the Company’s agent at IspAHAN, to negotiate
a treaty between the English and Persian courts, which Mr.
Barker, who had succeeded to be agent, effected this season.
As preliminaries to this treaty, three Phirmaunds, in favour of the
English, were issued :—by the first, they were to be paid, in
money, for their goods; by the second, the Sultan of Mynaw

was

the Court, June 1618, Nos. 471, 477.——— Sir Thomas Roe's Letter to the Governor of
Mocha, 16th February 1618-19. No. 427. -

{1)—Letters addressed by Sir Thomas Roe, and the Dutch Admiral, Hoffman, to their

respective Factories in India, dated Saldanha Bay, Cape of Good Hope, 11th May 1619,
(East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 14).
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was enjoined to deliver up the goods which he had detained

from the English, with the strong expression, ¢ that the worst
« glave of the English should not be injured ; ”’— by the third,

a safe conduct was to be afforded to the English, in all their

commercial proceedin
Mr. Monnox, one of the principal factors, urged the pro-

priety of sending, as presents to the King of Persia, a suit of

armour for man and horse,
several kinds of animals, pa

gs in the Persian dominions. In return,

some coats of mail, fire-arms, and

rticularly dogs and hawks, and a

pair of globes.
These Phirmaunds were followed by a treaty,
iendship should subsist between England

dors should reside at the res-

which stipula-

ted, that perpetual fr

and Persia, and that ambassa

pective courts ;—that the governors at the different Persian

allow the English to land their goods, and should

ports should
at the usual market

furnish the shipping with provisions,
s ;—that the English should enjoy the free exercise of

price .
their religion arms for their de-

eir ,
fence ;-—that the En
with ahouse at Ispahan,

judge of the English, according to thei -
to appoint Consuls at the different Persian ports, and his Dro-

to have equal privileges with Engljlsh 51.1bjects ;—that
should be permitted t0 bury their dead, the
ceased be delivered {o the Ambassador, or
whether by English women ot

ardianship of the Ainbas-
sador

and be permitted to wear
glish Ambassador should be accommodated

employ Persian servants, and be the
r own laws, with power

goman
the English
property of the de

Consul, and the orphans,

Armenians, placed under the gu
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CHAP. 1.
N

1618-19.

Treaty be-
tween Per-
sia and En-
gland, on the
basis of these
Phirmaunds.
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1%_ X:];;:::n?m::jb J;;tha;, in all ;iispll‘lites between the English,
S, 's, the case should be decided Jadi

in presence of the Ambassador or Consul, but flzrutth::o L;Z(::
glishman should be imprisoned for debt in Persia. It was
farther stipulated, that the English should be authorised to attack
the Portuguese, in all cases where they offered obstructions
to their trade; and that, in the event of any future treaty of
.pcace, hetwcen Persia and Turkey, no stipulations should be
introduced, contrary to the spirit and™erms of this treaty be-
tween Persia and England; and that the specified contract
for silk, should be faithfully observed by both parties. It was
finally explained that the English should have liberty of export
and import trade of all kinds of goods, without payment of duties
or customs ;—that a fort should be built for them at Jasques,
and that the Portuguese should he compelled to make restitution
of whatever goods they had taken from them ;—and the go-
vernors of the different towns were enjoined to furnish the En-
glish with camels and mules, for facilitating the transit of their
goods.

The Dutch The opposition and animosity of the Dutch towards the

continue to

depress the English fac ‘ " 1 1 1
e e g tory at BaAnTam, and the means which their superior

at Baotam, naval oW it
o dam power, and military force, enabled them to employ, ren-

pendencics.  dered it improbable that the English, with inferior means, could
hold

(JC)—-Letter from Mr. Monnox, at Ispahan, to the Court, 18th April.1618. No. 473, A:
opy of a Treaty between the King of England and the SSphi of Persia, 14th
June 1618, No. 408. ’
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hold out against
them. At Bantam, the capture of the

the preceding y

most precarious

rivals, whose avowed object was to extirpate

CHAP. L
N—

Company’s ships, in 1618-19

ear, had reduced the English factory to the

situation ; and yet they sent two of their ships

to the relief of Polaroon .and Lantore. These ships were

taken by
sisting only of thirty-two men, held out

the Dutch; but the small garrison on Polaroon, con-

against every attack,

though its fall was. deemed inevitable, unless it could be sup-

plied with provisions .2 antore had also held out, with the
assistance of the natives, and it was hoped that this station

might be preserved, till the arrival of

reinforcements from

England. At Banda, the English factors, after the capture
of the ships sent to their relief, had been obliged to sell the

spices which they had collected, to purchase provisions ;—

hence the project of extending the
Spice Islands was almost desperate.
arrive, the factors at Bantam e
would be able to establish
ports on the Island of Amboyna.
The conduct of the Dutch was
the English from Acheen, at W
offered double prices for pep
whole trade in that article. O
Sir Thomas Dale had sal
with six ships, in 1618, an
voL. I

Ee

£1)—Letters from the Factory of Bantam to the Court,

March 1618-19. (No: 495, 438.)

-

d had been ves

Company’s trade to the
If reinforcements should
ntertained no doubt, that they

stations at Cambello, and other

equally violent to expel — and at

Acheen.

hich, and at Bantam, they had
per, that they might engross the

led from England, as commodore, Treaty be-

tween the

ted by King James King of Ban-
. . tam and Sir
with ThomasDale.

7th September 1618, and 12th
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with a special commission, to exercise civil, as well as mar-
tial law, and, in particular, to prevent private traders, or in-
terlopers, from disturbing the Company’s commerce.

On his arrival at Bantam, he found the Dutch at Jac-
catra, or Batavia, at war with the Javanese, and was called
upon by the King of Bantam, of whom the Company held
their factory, to give his assistance against the oppressions of
the Dutch. This event led to a treaty between the factory
of Bantam, on the one part, and the King of Bantam on
the other, of which the substance is ;—that the English, on
payment of fifteen hundred rials of eight, should have
ceded to them a square piece of ground, in right of pro-
perty, upon which they might erect a factory, and should pay
a farther sum of seven hundred rials, annually, for their pri-
vileges of trade;—that all kinds of merchandize bought
by the English, the produce of the country, should be free
of all customs or dutics, except pepper, which should pay
five per cent., and cloves, which should pay three per cent.
duty, either in money or in goods;—that the King should
not make any treaty of peace, war, or commerce, with the
Dutch, or suffer them to erect fortifications, or to remain in
any ports of his dominions, except by consent of the English ;—
that the forces to be employed against the Dutch, at Jaccatra,
should, on surrender of the castle, share equally what
might be taken, after replacing their military stores, respec-
tively ;—the castle to be at the disposal of the King of

Jacc%ra,

(1)—Rymer’s Feedera, vol. xvii, page 50.
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Jaccatra, and the personal security of the Dutch at the dis- Q‘i‘;\f’;}-

posal of the English. 1618-19.

In consequence of this treaty, Sir Thomas Dale, and .;!accatra, ot
atavia, ta-

the other English commanders, furnished the King of Jaccatra, ken by Sir
ThomasDale,

or Bantam, with ten heavy guns and twenty barrels of powder; and B:he King
0 antam.

and the castle of Jaccatra was taken, on the 22d January
1618-19. The surrender of the place was made to the English
and Javanese, on the following conditions ;—the Dutch to
be accommodated with a passage to the Coromandel Coast,
without heing exposed to the insults of the Javanese, on
condition of their taking an oath, not to serve against the
English, previously to the month of November next ensuing. ®

It does not appear, that the English kept possession of ;;3:,:%,::3

Jaccatra; but, on the contrary, it is asserted, by all the L.
he Dutch, the following year (1619),

uthors, that t
Dotch 2 the capital of all their East-

built and fortified Batavia,

Indian possessiobns. @

Ee2

(: }M:l“ded i 1 i g accatra, da ed
o T fvs) b Slr Thomas Daie Wlth the K n ‘)t J t

h J y 1618-10 (MSS. inthe Indian Register Office, marked A, bo;‘ﬂd;fp é ge

gth Japuar, -10. 4 b, o

e IL tter from Jaccatra dated 14th January 1618-19. (No. 4121.)-—-d : fcter oo
et o : i ian Regis ce,

o ion of the Fort of Jaccatra, nad January 1618-19- (MSS. in the Indi g

pitulation ©

A, bound, page 39.)

(2)—Valentyn, Oud et Nieaw Qost-Indien.
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1619-20.

CHAP. 1. WHEN the information of the events in India reached
1619-20. Europe, they became subjects of mutual complaint, by the English
Conferences

Al . . ) .
bocween the 204 Dutch Companies, to their respective governments ; con-

English and
Dol Com. ferences, therefore, were, for a considerable time, held, between

missioners,on
the disputes

between the the D . . .
fondonand the Dutch Commissioners stated, that, by the explanations given

Dutch East- .

india Com. DY the English and French Ambassadors, of the terms in the

banies. truce of Antwerp (1609), England had agreed to support the
Dutch traders in the East-Indies, which could not be done,
without erecting new forts and factories ;—the English Com-
missioners, in reply, asserted, that such assistance was merely

defensive, and that the erection of new forts, or procecding to

N . . . .
Commissioners appointed by the King and by the States General ;

offensive operations in the Indies, would involve the King In.

disputes with Spain.

Substance of After repeated conferences, a treaty was ¢
thg T'reaty of - .
161ghetween don, on the 7th July 1619, between the King and the States

the King and
the States  ieneral, which, after specifying an amnesty for all excesses,

General, for
adjusting the committed by cither party, in the East-Indies, and a mutual

differences
property, declared the trade of the two

oncluded at Lon-

between the  pestl i : nd
Doween stitution of ships a

London East- nations,

King James to negotiate

(1)—Original Report of the Commissioners appointed by
English and Dutch East-

with the States General, concerning the differences between the

India Companies, 1616, (State Paper Office.)
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nations, in the East, to be free, to the extent of the respective CHAP-L
funds, or capital, which might e employed ; and specified, that 1619-20,
India Com-

the exertions of both Companies should be directed to panies.—Es-
tablishment

aties and exactions of the native officers at the of the Coun-
cil of De-

—that the pepper trade at Java should be equally fence.

reduce the d

different ports ;
divided ;—that the English should have a free trade at Palliacat,

or Pullicat, on paying half the expences of the garrison ;—that
the English, at the Moluccas and Bandas, should enjoy one-third
of the export and import trade, and the Dutch two-thirds, and

that commissioners should be appointed to regulate the trade ;—
the charges of the garrisons to be paid in the same proportion ;—
that each Company should furnish ten shi_ps of war, for common l

defence, but that these ships were not to be employed to bring

cargoes to Europe, but only in the carrying trade, from one part

of the East-Indies to another ;—and that the whole proceedings

should be under the regulation of a Council of Defence, in the

Indies, composed of four members from each Company. This

treaty was to be binding for twenty years. @)

f the treaty of 1619, on the conduct Effect of
this treaty

d, was to induce them to fit out the on theequip
ments and

hitherto sent to the East, of which stock-

The immediate effect o

of the Company in Englan
greatest fleet which they had

the largest ship was one tho

the others seven hundred tons :
was estimated at 462,490 in money, and #£28,508 in goods.

This fleet consisted of the number of ships which the treaty

had specified, and it will immediately appear, that had the Dutch,
in

usand tons burden, and several of

the investment for this voyage

(1)—Rymer’s Feedera, vol. xvii, page 170.
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in the East, acted up to the spirit or letter of the treaty, the
returns would have heen immense ; but nine of the English
ships were detained in the East-Indies, and one only returned

with an investment, the sale amount of which produced
£108,887. ™

As far as can be collected from the Company’s foreign
correspondence of this season (1619-20) the factory at SURAT,
and the stations dependant on it, on the Malabar Coast, con-
tinued to act under the privileges which Sir Thomas Roe had
obtained ; and the only object, which seems to have occupied
the attention of the Company’s servants on the West of India,
was the improvement of the trade in Persia, under the Phir-
maunds and treaty which had been concluded in the preceding
season. ,

The agents at TsapuAN reported, that, on the return of the
Shah, or King of Persia, to that capital, in June 1619, they had
delivered King James’s letter to him, in form, and in the pre-
sence of the Portuguese, Indian, Turkish, Russian, Tartarian,
and Usbeck Ambassadors ;—that the letter had been graciously
received, and promises given, that satisfaction should be made
to the English, for the losses they had sustained by the Portu-
guese galliots ;—that all the conditions in the treaty with the

English should be fulfilled, and, in a particular manner, the
contract

{1)—MSS. inthe Indian Register Office, marked ¢ Detached Accounts,” No. 10
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contract for the exportation of silk by sea. Subsequently, the
King of Persia intimated his design of recovering Ormus from
the Portuguese ; and, on the arrival of the English caravan at
Ispahan, when presents were made to the Shah, the agents
solicited his permission to establish a factory at GoMBRooON, that
port being eight days’ journey nearer Ispahan than the port of
Jasques. @ '

The accounts from BaNTAM, this season, furnish only a
short continuation of the disastrous events which marked the
details of the preceding year. In the month of October 1619,
the Company’s ships, under the command of Captain Bonner,
which had taken in their pepper at Tekoo, were attacked near
that port, by a Dutch fleet of six sail ; after a severe action, in
which Captain Bonner was killed, his ship, the Dragon, was
sunk, and the other three ships, the Bear, the Expedition,
and the Rose, were compelled to surrender. @

After such a calamity, it could not be expected that rein-
forcements could be sent from Bantam to the new English
settlements in the Bandas or Moluccas, which, therefore, in fact,

remained in a defenceless situation, exposed to such attacks as

the Dutch ships and armaments might be disposed to make on
them. o

The factors in JapanN, at this crisis, after receiving infor-
f the capture of two of the Company’s ships, and of

sed situation of the English settlements in the Mo-
luccas,
ourt, 16th October 1619.

mation o
the distres

(1)—Letter from the Agent and Factorsat Ispaban to the C

(No. 532.)

(2)—Letter from Mr. Hoare, at Bantam, to the Court, October 1619. (No. 550.)
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CHAP. L lu.ccas, p.uf'chased a Junk at Nagasaki, and dispatched her,
1619-20. with provisions, for their re

lief ; these factors, notwithstanding
all their hardships, in this manner endeavoured to keep a hold on
the Japan trade, and requested a supply of sapan-wood, deer
skins, broad-cloths, and lead, which would sell well in the
Japan market.

Mr. Cocks, one of the factors, had been at Meaco, to

solicit the Emperor’s protection ; but, even here, was opposed

1620-21.

SpveraL events occurred in England, during the season CHAP. 1.

1620-21, which discover, that the King and the Privy Council 1555
were disposed to afford protection to the East-India trade, and The indivi-

duals who

that. in fact, the interference of the Crown had become indis- Tosgas fained
b

by a Dutch agent. As no ships from England had arrived, pensable, as the encroachments of the Dutch Company threat- ;t;fig:;cﬁl .
for three years, the English factors were distressed by the encd equally the rights and the trade of the London Company. :ig‘rgsf?‘

Dutch captures of the Junks : — the Dutch, at this time, had
been defeated by the Spanish fleet from the Manillas, and
therefore turned their depredations on the Chinese junks;—
this event checked the indirect trade with China, which the
factors had been endeavouring to support, who, therefore, re-
presented, that unless the Company could open a direct trade
with the Chinese empire, or establish a settlement in the
Moluccas, the Japan trade ought to be abandoned, be-
cause it was only with a view to the China and Molucca trade,
that the Japan trade was worth keeping, as it furnished pro-
visions of all kinds for the Company’s shipping and factories ;
under these circumstances, they had resolved to remove from
Firando to Nagasaki, as this last port had an excellent har-
bour, favorably situated for trading, either to China, or to the
Spice Islands.

(1)—Letters from the Factors at Nagasaki and Firando, in Japun, to the Court, 10th
March 1619-20. (Nos. 521, 532, 523.)

For a series of years, the numerous individuals who had
suffered in their persons and in their property, from the oppressions
of the Dutch, in the East-Indies had presented petitions to the
King and Privy Council, praying for redress. Of this de-
scription was the petition, in 1620, of Thomas Hewes, who
represented that his father’s ship, the Swan, employed by
the East-India Company, had been taken and plundered by the
Dutch ship, Morning Star, on the 2d February 1616-17, and
that his father, after the capture, had been wantonly wounded
by the Dutch officers ; —in support of his petition, he produced
evidence, to establish that his losses amounted to s£4,000 sterling,
either that redress might be granted to him,

nd prayed . |
ar th};t l);e ;night he permitted to make reprisals on the Dutch
o

to that amount. ¥
VOL. T Ff .

(1)—Petition of Thomas Hewes against the Dutch East-India Company, 10th October

1620. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 15).



218

CHAP. 1.
k-—\f-j
1620-21.

Two of the
Directors of
the Company
sent to Hol-
land, to give
information
to Sir Dudley
Carleton, the
King's Am-
bassador, to
whom the
Kast-India
business was
referred.

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

It would be unnecessary to specify the numerous petitions
of this description, farther than to refer to them, as the
source of that attention to the subject, which the urgency
of the case required. This business was referred to Sir Dudley
Carleton, the King’s Ambassador at the Hague, and the Company
SETlt over Sir Dudley Digges, one of their Committees, or
le‘ectors, and Mr. Morris Abbott, their Deputy Governor, to
solicit his good offices; the Court of Directors, farther ad-
dressed a letter to him, stating that the King having recom-

mended the East-India Company, on account of their suffer-

ings from the Dutch, to the States General, they had sent these

The King
specifies  the
poiuts on
which redress
was required,

commissioners, to request he would afford them his advice
and assistance, in their application for redress.

The reference by King James to the States General, for
redress of the grievances which the London East-India Company
had experienced from the Dutch Company, specified in plain
terms, “ the points upon which the King would consent to
“ such regulations, as the Council of Defence might, on consul-
“ tation, agrce to,” as follows :—that the English and Dutch
Cf()mpanios should be authorised to make settlements, at the
fhstzmce of ten leagues, at least, from each other, excepting
in the Bandas, Moluccas, and Amboyna; and, with regard to
these three stations, that two years’ time should be allowed to
cach Company to advise and fix on thosc places which were to be

tortified,

(1)—Original Letter from the East-India Company to Sir Dudley Carleton, 15th
- . .
November 1620. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 16).
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the end of this period, each Company might
he most commodious situations for their trade;

erect forts, at t
ish Company should build a place for the resi-

—that the Engl
dence of the Council of Defence ;—that all new forts, erected by

the Dutch, in the Moluccas, Bandas, or Amboyna, subsequent

to the treaty (1619), should be demolished ;—that the number of
ships to be employed in India, according to the treaty (1619),
should be diminished, if consistent with the general safety ;—
pany should take cognizance of offences commit-

that each Com
ted by their own members ;—that the point of sovereignty should
suspended .—that the English should be placed

he Dutch, with respect to the pay-

alling of the garrisons ;—that the Dutch gover-

Indies should be rebuked, and their inferiors
lts committed by them, against

fortified, but at

be reciprocally
on an equal footing with t
ment and victu
nors in the East-

punished, for the injuries and insu
4 the King promised the same, on the part of

and that His Majesty, and the States General,

o the respective Companies to avoid all oc-

the English ;—an
his own subjects,
would give orders t
casions of dispute.)
The King,
East-India Company,
answer having been receiv
the Company had,‘ in his na
the King, on the 19th March

Abbas, in which, after thankin
Ff2

this season, patronized the plan of the

for extending their trade to Persia. An
ed, to the letters which the agents of
me, presented to the Shah of Persia,
1620-21, addressed a letter to Shah

g him for the favor he had
shewn

e Joth declare himself, touching the

d ¢ Points wherenpon His Ma
crsin the State Paper Qffice, No.17)

(1)—Paper entitle
IndiaPap

East-India business,” 20th January 1620-1. (East-
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CHAP. 1. shewn to the English merchants, requested a continuance of

1620-21. this protection, and that the additional privilege of having
a mart-town, near the port of Jasques, might be conferred on
them, at which they might enjoy that liberty of trade, which
had been granted to them in the Persian dominions, and where
the Persians might have an opportunity of purchasing English
goods, in exchange for silks.

Such was the situation of the Dutch and English Companies,
when their respective rights were subjects of remonstrances
and negotiation, rather than of settlement, by King James and
the States General: and this circumstance accounts for a de-
ficiency in the instructions to the London Company’s foreign
factories, at a period when it was thought more expedient by
the King and the States General, that each Company should be
obsequious to the orders of their sovereigns, on the basis of the
treaty (1619), than that the Council of Defence should be ob-
structed in their proceedings, by the private orders of the

Directors of either of the India Companies.

e —

’Ci'l‘:}:(‘:‘““ r“'h& The Company’s outward-bound ships sailed this season,
R(lfﬁﬁ(,z,{,‘;' of at the usual period ; that division which was destined for
2;‘1}]’;0 (i)"‘, i'l‘]‘; Surat was commanded by Captain Shillinge, and that for
(Kllllltllh of Eng- Bantara by Captain Fitzherbert. On the outward-bound pas-

sage, Captain Shillinge touched at Saldanha Bay, and, by a
formal

(1)~Letter (rom King James . to Shah Abbas, King of Persia, 19th March 1620-21.
(MSS3. in the Indian Register Office, vol. vi, No. §32). ;
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formal Proclamation, dated the 23d July 1620, tock possession (LI{:\\B-
of this Bay; and of the adjacent country, in the name of th’e 1620-21.
King of England, on the condition expressed in the Co.mpzTny s
Charter, that no other European power had, at this tu-ne,
claimed a right to that part of the Coast of Africa; reserving

to his Majesty, by proclamation, the right of assuming the sove-
of those districts, under any title which he might be
By this act, the right of the Crown of

England, to the Cape of Good Hope, was established by ac-
tual possession,. many years prior to the period when the Dutch
a colony; it is, therefore, a plain

reignty
pleased to adapt.

took possession of it, as
inference, that the Cape colony, and even Saldanha Bay, were
held to be within the London Company’s limits. V)

the English and Dutch East-India The Council

As the 1ntercourse of of Defence in

: i ransient, at SURAT, or in PERSIA, India, oppose
Companies had hitherto been transient, 1 ’ : o > Indic, oPP:
the proceedings of the against the
or on the Wist CoasT OF InDIA, p g English

: aty 19), regarded claims atBan-
Council of Defence, appomted under the treaty (1619), regarde e

hiefly the English and Dutch transactions in the Island of Java, Spice Islands
c

and at the Spice Islands.
Defence bad been established at Jaccatra, agreeably to the

terms of the treaty (1619) ;—that the English and Dutch Com-

;oners had presided alternately, every month, and that, though
treaty had been carried into effect, the

what formed the first article, or the
taken by the Dutch, from the

It appears, that the Council of

miss
the general articles of the
particular injunctions of

restitution of the ships and goods

~ English, had been evaded. ' At

the Bay of Saldanha, on the Coast of Africa,

. . s of
- tion on taking possession ©
. ot marked A, bound, page 1)-

23d July 1620 (MSS. in the Indian Register Office,
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A.t a general conference held by the English and Dutch
glomrlrlx.xssio?ers, in July 1620, the latter consented to restore
e ships, but refused to give
by individuals, under theg subtt?fu:;e t(i‘;:(:tls tl?:s: tores:i take:;
, goods an
stores had not been in the Dutch Company’s possession, and
yet insisted on the restitution of goods taken by the English,
without admitting a reciprocal refusal from the English Com- "
missioners, or that the goods were not in the possession of the
London East-India Company.
' The next ohject of conference was the equal participation
in the pepper trade by the respective Companies, which had
been stipulated by an express article in the treaty. The
Dutch Commissioners, without pretending to question the force
of this article, insisted that, as a previous step to com-
pliance, the English Company should indemnify them for the
expences they had incurred at the siege of Bantam, and for
the charges of crecting a large and strong fort at that place,
for the protection of trade.

A third subject of discussion was, the pretensions of the
Dutch, that they had acquired the rights of Royalty at Jaccatra,
and at all the places wherc they had erected fortifications. To
this claim the English Commissioners objected ; and the Dutch
answered, that by the treaty they were only enjoined to allow
the English to live in, and to carry on tradeat those places,
under the protection of the Dutch laws ; and, on the ground
of right of Royalty, refused permission to the English settlers,

to cut timber for the erection of houses or factories.
A fourth

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

A fourth subject of dispute was, the expences incurred

- by the Dutch, in buildi

at the Banda 1slands,

which they estimated at £60,000
English being admitted to a pro-

the Dutch insisted, that they were

and the charges of maintaining them,
sterling per annum; and

therefore, previously to the

portion in the spice trade,
‘bound to pay one-half of those charges. To this, the English
that many of those forts were built

Commissioners answered,
Spaniards and Portuguese,

by the Dutch, as defences against the

with whom the English were not at war,
which no produce, or spices, could be found or expected.

The English Commissioners, therefore, represented to the
Court, that notwithstanding the existence of the Council of
Defence, they had not been permitted to build a factory at
would copsent to erect it in such an
inconvenient situation as might be pointed out by the Dutch;
and, farther, that no native workmen could be procured, but
m the Dutch General, who had even com-
manded an Englishman to be whipped, for denying the supreme

h at Jaccatra ;—the English Commissioners,

authority of the Dutc
d, that measures should be adopted, in Eu-

and in places, at

Jaccatra, unless@they

under an order fro

therefore, submitte
these overbearing

practicable to carry on

proceedings, oOr otherwise,
the Company’s trade.
ed to the settlements

rope, to check
that it would be im

These proceedings
under the inspectio

were not confin
n of the Council of De-

more immediately .
ence,

(1) —Lettets from the Factory at Jaccatra to the Court, 12thand g0th July 1620, (Nos.

597, 601).
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Factors state
the impracti-
cability of
the trade,
unless the
oppressions
of the Dutch
were checks
ed.
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Cfi‘:‘f'__[,‘ fence, for though intelligence had been received, this season, |
1620-21. at AcHEEN, of the treaty (1619,) and of the cor}stitution of this 1621.29.

Council, no alteration had taken place in the conduct of the
Dutch, with respect to the English factory, so that there

remained but one method, only, for establishing the trade, or

that the English should receive a reinforcement from Europe, to_

i ili ®
make them equal, in naval and military power, to the Dutch.

(1)—Letters from the Factory at Acheen to the Court, 15th July 1620. (No. 597, B.)

Ir the equipment of the year 1620-21 had been considerable,

hecause, under the treaty of 1619, each Company were bound
g b

to send out ten ships, ‘
preservintr the respective trade and settlements of
o

well armed, for the purpose of co-
;Ei:lzzzg;;§ of Holland, the detention, in thfa Indies, of t.he
whole of the English proportion, ‘with the exception of one ship,
could not but have the effect of lowering that confidence in this
which had led to the large equipments of the preceding
season ;—the equipment, therefore, of the Londo.n Company,
for the year 1621-22, consisted only of f0}11' ships, the (3;.11*—

of which were estimated at £12,900 in money (Spanish
g.Oi:) and at £6,253 in goods. The fate of this fleet was
rials ),

: ; receding vyear, as one
equally unfortunate, with that of the p g ycar,

treaty,

fleet, returned to England, the remaining

Ship’. Ol]]y’ Of fhlS ) :
i letained in th

e having heen ( |
hre . cettlements and trade ; but the great loss, sus-

e Indies, for the protection

of the English
tained hy the Company,
3 from the v

be estimated, . ! o which v
1 It home, by this single ship, consisting of pepper, ,
o . °94,464. )
&c.. which, at the sale, produced £94, .

°2

Gg
voL. L ) o
)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked ¢ Detached Accounts
(1)—Mbde. i

from this interruption of their trade,

alue of the cargo which was
may

CHAP. 1.

\—\/./
1621-22.
Company's
equipments
and stock re-
duced this
season, from
the arbitrary
proceedings
of the Coun-
cil of De-
fence,
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The r :
1€ Teasons ) . :
easons of the Court, for this small equipment, are ex-

plained in their letter to Sir Dudley Carleton, the King’s Am-

thisreduction bassador at the Hague, dated 28th July 1621, in which, after

given by the

8 .o . ~ .
1 b ¢ - g -

Dudley
Carleton.

In carrying into effect the King’s intentions with respect to the
London Company, they unfolded what they apprehended would
bo: the issue of the negotiation, or the sending of Dutch Com-
missioners to England, to hold conferences with the Directors of
't,he London Company ;—and submitted, that it would be expedient,
as the subjects to be discussed were political as well as com-
mercial, and involved the rights of the two Nations, as well as of
the two Companies, that a part of the Commissioners should, if
practicable, he members of the States Genceral, authorized to
treat with his Majesty, and to determine on the two great points
at issue, viz. the restitution of places and property, and the
relinguishment, on the part of the Dutch, of the pretensions to
exclusive sovercignty, in certain places in the Indies, under which
th'c Council of Defence had evaded compliance with the terms

of the treaty of 1619. ®
In cxplanation, it was specified, that the restitution required
ought not to be of the goods or money, actually taken, but of the
amount of both, according to the value which they would have
produced in India, if they had not been seized, and divided by
the Dutch; and that the pretext of the English having assisted
the

¥

(1)—~Origina) Letter from the Directors of the East-India Company to Sir Dudley
Carleton, Ambassador at the Hague, 28th July 1621. (East-India Papers in the State
Paper Office, No 29).

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

the natives, was an evasion only, as the arms given to them

formed one of the conditions on which those natives had ceded

the trade to the English in places not previously occupied by the

Dutch. ®

The Commissioners from
and met with the Lord Keeper, Lord Treasurer, Lord President,

Marquis of Hamilton, Lord Chamberlain, Lord Falkland,
Lord Digby, Lord Brooke, Mr. Secretary Calvert, the Chan-
and the Master of the Rolls, who were delegated
on the part of the King, and to
he two Companies. The Com-

first, the important subject of

Holland arrived in England,

cellor,
to manage the conference,
decide on the respective claims of t
missioners took into consideration,
restitution of the goods which the Dutch had seized in the East-

It was, as a general principle, readily assented to, by

Indies.
both parties, that the restitution was just, and should be made,
in money, I Holland ; but when the question came to be

tated, what should be allowed to the Dutch for the freight,

ag
assurance, and charges of bringing the goods to Europe, their
Commissioners claimed s0 high a sum, as £130 per last, for

d ten per cent. for assurance. To this demand the

at £25, or £28, per last, was the
from India :—hence the

freight, an
English Company answered, th
highest freight that ever bad been given,
difference between the demand, and the offer,

the Lords of the C e termination of the
dispute,

was so great, that

ouncil consented, for th

Gg 2

stion co'ﬁéérning Restitution betweent the English and Datch

(1)—State of the Que: |
(East-India Papers it

FEast-India Companies, 7th January 1621-22.
No. 20).

the State Paper Office,
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Dutch Com-
missioners
arrivein Eng-
land,to nego-
tiate on the
explanations
required of
the treaty
1619 :~—this
negotiation
broken off by
the King's
Ministers.
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1%2 zg:te,‘ to allow, z.xfter consulting the most respectable merchants,
I-22.. per last. This, the Dutch Commissioners rejected; on which
the Lords of the Council offered, that the London Company should

agree to bring the same quantity of goods, from the Indies to

Holland, freight free, and to allow the compensation to remain,

as a security for the performance of this condition : upon which

the Dutch Commissioners returned to their first exorbitant

demand, and the Lords of the Council broke off the conference,

and represented the substance of it to the King, that his Majesty

might be prepared to obviate any claims which the States might

make, on the subject, contrary to reason and to justice. O

EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 299

proceeded upon the Phirmaunds an
ined from Jehanguire, during the 1621-2.
y :—the Dutch influence at that

At Surat, the factory d CHADP L

privileges which had been obta

time of Sir Thomas Roe’s embass

port was, at this time, inconsiderable, as their factors directed

their chief attention to intrigues, on the Malabar side of India,

and at the Persian ports,
in Surat goods, with that of Rersia..
In November 1620, two of the Company’s ships (the Hart The English

compelied to

) had proceeded from Surat to Jasques, but on their assist the
Persians, on

and Eagle
attempting to enter that port, they found it blockaded by a Por- the arrival of
a Portuguese

tuguese fleet, consisting of four gallions, one large galley, and féee]tfinflhe
alt o

sixteen (of what are described to be) frigates, or vessels of smaller Persia.
under the command of Admiral Ruy Frere. The Hart

that they might connect the trade

dimensions,
and Eagle were obliged, from the superior force of the Portuguese

R
fleet, to return to Surat, to obtain, if possible, reinforcements.
}“f‘:ie :tf - The attention of the Company’s factors in the Indies, in At this port, they were joined by the London and Roebuck, and
';Cfrs?:d in this year (1621-22), scems to have been wholly directed to the again sailed for Jasques, off which, an indecisive action ensued :

establishment of the trade between Surar and Persia, and to the
proceedings of the Council of Defence, which, in the last season,
was described to have commenced its sittings, at Jaccatra,

or Batavia.

At

(1)—Report from the Lords of the Privy Council to the King, of a conference held
with the Dutch Commissioners, gth February 1621-2. (East-India Papers in the State
Paper Office, No. 21).—— Answers to the Reasons of the Dutch Company, against Restitution
in Holland. (East-India Papers, without date, in the State Paper Office, No. 48).
Complaints of the East-India Company against the Dutch. (Fast-India Papers, without

date, in the State Paper Office, No. 65).—— State of the Question between the English and

Dutch Companies, about 1621-2. (East-India Papers, without date, in the State Paper
Office, No. 68). Reasous of the East-India Company, to prove their offer of freight
teasonable, (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, withont date, No, 68.)

—the Portuguese gave way, and allowed the English ships to
enter the port; and then retired to Ormus, to refit, but returned
to Jasques Roads to renew the action : the conflict was obstinate,
but terminated in favor of the English, wholost their commodore
(Captain Shillinge) and then entered the port of Jasques. This
action raised the English character for naval bravery, and facili-
tated the purchases which the factors were making of Persian
silks. Mr. Monnox, the Company’s agent, had, at this time,
sent a caravan from Ispahan to Jasques, with several hundred
bales of silk :— on the journey, it was stopped in Mogustan, by

the
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the Khan of Shiras, not so much with the object of interrupting
the trade, as to force the English to assist the Persians against
the Portuguese ; a measure to which they were unwilling to
accede, lest such  open hostility might lead to questions
in Lurope.  On the arrival of the English, at Jasques, in De-
cember 1621, the Khan refused to allow them to take in their
cargoes, unless they would previously agree to assist the Persians,
in repelling the Portuguese aggressions, and, as the ships had

lost the monsoon, they were compelled to accede to this condition,

" or to interrupt the trade. ®

The Councj]
of Defence
oblige the
English fz¢.
tors to JeﬂVe
Jaccatra, ang
retire to
Bantam, who
represent to
the Court
the necessity
of breaking
oft the Dutch
connexijon,

The proceedings of the Council of Defence, which had
assembled at Jaccatra, and to which the factory at BanTam had
been removed, on the faith that the Dutch would act up to
the terms of the treaty, instead of relieving the London Com-
pany’s servants, and trade, from the oppressions which the treaty
professed to remedy, tended, on the one hand, to raise the pow-
erof the Dutch higher than it had been, and, on the other,
to depress the English settlements and trade, and, in fact, to
endanger the existence of both.

This Council, instcad of allowing the Inglish their propor-
tion of the trade in pepper, would not permit them to trade 1n
any of the goods in which they themsclves dealt; the factors,
therefore, intimated to the Court, that their intention was to return
to Bantam, and again to open the pepper trade, between that port
and England, as from it, alone, ten ships, of cight hundred tons

cach, might annually be filled with pepper, if the Dutch would

allow

(1)—Account of Occurrences in Persia, in 1610, 1620, 1621. (MSS. in the Indian
Register Office, No. 096).
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allow the natives to bring 1t I,

merchants of every other country, by raising the price, so
to render the trade unproductive to all other nations :
as to r

the factors farther reported, that the Dutch were continuing
—the

th e cruelty towards the English, as commercial rivals, of
e sam

which they had, for so many years, bee.n complainingj and., }tlhf}te;

fore, submitted the necessity of dissolv1ug the connexion with tha

pation, because, if continued, the business courd not prosper: .
It had been, at this time, in contemplation, to establish The Comp

ny's factors

1 1es 1 - attempt to
exchanges between the English factories in Java, and the Coro D ade

1 t Pullicat
mandel Coast, on the presumption, that Coast cloths would :nd‘Pettipo-

] 3 ee, on th
sell at the ports which afforded pepper and spices, with a profit lce, on ‘e

Coromandel

. roInv iy Coast, but
that would enable the factors to enlarge their investments in e

1 d by the
those articles, and that pepper and spices would produce a profit ' 5

on the Coromandel Coast :—as soon, therefore, as the Com.-
pahy’s factors were informed of the Establishment of the Cuuncﬂ
of Defence, under the treaty (1619), and after that Council had
commenced its sittings at Jaccatra, English factors were sent
to Pullicat, which was protected by Fort Geldria, and a Dutch
garrison, to claim admission to a share in the trade. The
Dutch, without absolutely refusing to admit them, st.atud
that the accommodation they could give to t.he English, within
the fort, would depend upon its being convenient for themselve?,
but that they might build a house without the fort, for their
own accommodation and trade, provided they would agree to
defray their prqportion of the charges of the garrison. By

thus
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. in any future expedition, should act separately, an .

y\u"\l’;dlt. thus adding to the expence of building a factory, a proportion ons, .

ch benefits from conquests,

N : derive su
1621-22, each be authorized to.

of the charges of the garrison, the this plan was found to be o the T Mlsbment of seats of frade, o
i ! ingli i i : or ca .
impracticable :— the Linglish President and Council at  Jac- : P. ) ’ e by eir own efforts i—the factories at
they might acqul wn  efforts :—

Japan and Siam bad become so expensive and unproﬁtable,
o tended to withdraw both; but Mr. Towerson,

that it was
one of their number, had been sent to Amboyna, to endeavour

. L . . 1
to preserve the English factories on that island. ®

catra, therefore, gave 1t as their opinion, that the esta-
blishing a trade on the Coromandel Coast, particularly at Pullicat,
must be relinquished 5 and, if such exchanges were to be tried,

a factory ought to be fixed at Pettipolee, as this place was  dis-

counceted with the Dutch settlements, and an intercourse with o H h
voL, I
the native artificers and merchants might be opened. ot 100 Decembe
; cil at Batavia to the Court,
Ihe Council The eflorts of the Company’s servants at Jaccatra, to con- (1)—Letters from the President and Counci
of Defence ) MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked F. 1, unbound,
cwploy the - tinue the trade to the Spice Islands, and to Japan, were, in the (1621. 22 Nos. 688. 639)—— ! R
Mol o ’ — from the Factors at Firando, in Japan, to the Court, 20th Septem!
B”lff“,“"ﬂ””td‘ same manner, obstructed by the Dutch, who employed every page 109— 1;“" fom
uteh lleect to
e . . . s 1621. (No. 669-
makecpe — expedient to exclude the English, not only from any partict-
tures of the ! B ’

Portuguese
and Spanish

s\l}'fi:,ff, ern Seas :—the English agents, therefore, reported that if the
?)%I‘:::; :)1;':11(3 English and Datch fleets, under the Treaty of Defence, had acted
English
Yactors.

pation in the trade, but from the islands or coasts m the South-

for the common interest, there could have been no doubt but
they might have got possession of Macao, and ruined the Spanish
and Portuguese trade to China, the Manillas, and Malacca ; this
ileet, however, instead of acting up to the treaty, had proceeded
against Manilla, where they had acquired a considerable share
of plunder, but the English ships had, from the overbear-
ing conduct of the Dutch, been obliged to separate, and to
alow the Dutch to retain almost the whole of the prizes,
having only received such a proportion as would scarcely
cover the expences of equipment :—the President and Coun-
cl, therefore, recommended that the fleets of the two na-

tions
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1622-238.

TuE equipments of the London Company, in 1622-23, were

on as limited a scale, as in the preceding season, though the

and stock for Cargoes were, in a small degree, increased. The ships were

the season,

Renewal of
the confe-
rences, be-
tween the
Duatch Com-
missioners
and the
King's Mi-
nisters.

3

five in number, and the stock was estimated at £61,600 in
money, and s£6,430 in goods :—the homeward ships, which
had arrived safe, were, also, five in number, and the amount from
the sales was large, or £389,500; but whether this included
a proportion of the investment of the last season, does not
appear from the Company’s records.

The conferences, between the Dutch Commissioners and
the Lords of the Privy Council, had, in a great measure, been
broken off, their Lordships having madc a report to the King
in the preceding season, of the unreasonable demand of the
Dutch on the subject of restitution. In this situation of the
busi;xess, reference had again been made to Sir Dudley Carleton,
to endeavour to settle the precise points on which the Dutch
would agree. The first article was general, or that the English
Company should fix on some place, within sixty leagues of Jacca-
tra, which should be fortified, and at which, and at Jaccatra,
the Council of Defence should alternately reside for three
months ;—this article was agreed to :—the Dutch next requir-

ed,

(1)=MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked ¢ Detached Accounts,” No. 10.

" ed, that the English

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.
should send ten ships to the Indies ;—this

article the Ambassador answered, by referring to the terms of the

treaty :—the Dutch then required a specification of sums, fc.)r the
maintenance of forts and garrisons ;—the Ambassador again r(?-
ferred to the terms of the treaty :—the demand, th;ft. t.he fugi-
tives of each nation should be delivered up on r.equxs1tlon,f w}z:s
mutually admitted .—the proposition, for the l?unlshment of the
f each nation, for crimes, was omltte.d, by common
e the demand of the English, that neither Company
:lt::::iltl;;iable to the charges for colleges, or schools, i:l :lllle
Indies, which might be established by the ot.her, .was mu ::1 dy
ed to:—the terms of the letters of I‘epf‘ISfll, it was se. e1 ,
hould be referred to His Majesty :—the building of 'forts in the
, m'l had been settled by the twenty-fourth article of the
f:e(:te;’(IGIQ), with the explanation, that the Eng.'lish. anc:l ]?Txtch
should enjoy equal benefit in the trade of .Indla, in t ellll .rj-
spective proportions, of one-third to the English, and two-thirds
to the Dutch ; and that the Island of Polaroon should be rester -
ed to the English:—a general article being added, binding

parties to the observation of the precise terms of t%xs treaty.

et —

In proportion as opportunities offered to the Dutch to evade

the terms of the treaty of 1619, they availed themselves of their
Hh2 predominant

(1)~—Explanation, by Sir Dudley Carleton, of the points in dispute relative to the Treaty

£ 1610, dated 4th January 1622-23. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No.27).—
i > Propositions
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CHAP. 1. predominant influence in the Council of Defence, in the Indies
1622-23 which increased the embarrassments of the Company’s servants.
Surat seized, AtSuraT, and, in general, on the West Coast oF INDIA,

in conse-

quence of the the Dutch ships, at this juncture, made prizes of several of the
capture of

some Mogul Mogul ships, belonging to the Guzzerat. The governors of
%ILEthTy " these districts, not having had sufficient opportunities to distin-
guish the different flags of the Europeans, resorting to these seas,
considered the whole to have acted in concert, and therefore
ordered the English agents and factors at Surat, at Agra, and
. at Ahmedabad, to be imprisoned, and their houses of trade,
and goods, to be seized, to compensate for the losses of the
Mogul subjects at sea:—the factors explained to the Mogul
governors, that neither they, nor the English, had been con-
cerned in, mnor guilty of the robberies committed by the
Dutch, and obtained their release, and the re-delivery of tbeir
goods; but had been obliged to give presents, or bribes, t0
the principal officers. These expences, the factors proposed to
compensate by resorting to the dangerous expedient of seizing on
the Mogul ships which anually went from Surat to Judda,
partly for the purposes of trade, but chiefly for the accommo-
dation of the Mahomedan pilgrims, in their passage from India

to Mecca.

The English This critical situation of affairs did not retard the measures
and Persians

take Orems for establishing a trade to Persia. In the preceding season,

the

Propositions for the Execution of the Articles of the Treaty, and the Explanation thereof,
hetween the two Coropanies. (East-India Papersin the State Paper Office, without date,No.5.)

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

the English ships had defeated the Portuguese fleet off Jasques,
but had been obliged, in order to obtain leave to load Persian

produce, to agree to join the Persians, in opposing the Portu-
guese. Under this stipulation, an expedition, consisting of the
English ships and a Persian army, was prepared, and sent
against Ormus:—the attack was chiefly conducted by the Eng-
lish, and the city and the castle taken, on the 22d April 1622 ;—
the surrender was made to the English, and the Portuguese

&mmander, Ruy Frere, and the principal officers, sent priso-

ners to Surat. On this occasion, the English received a pro-

portion of the plunder of Ormus, and a grant of the moiety of
the customs at the port of Gombroon, which place, in the sequel,
we shall find the principal English station in the Persian Gulf.

The treaty of 1615, made by Mr. Connock, was also renewed,

and an additional Phirmaund granted by the King, allowing the

English to purchase whatever proportion of Persian silks they

might think proper, in any part of his dominions, and to bring
the goods to Ispahan, without payment of duties. ®

The Company’s servants at JaccaTra, or Baravia, who,
since the treaty 1619, had taken the title of President and Coun-
cil, on receiving information of the expedition to, and capture
of Ormus, condemned the measure, as having detained the ships
in the Gulf of Persia, and blamed the co-operation with the Per-
sians, as a rash and ill-advised measure : because the pepper

Investment

(1)—MSS. fsthe Indian Register Office, marked E. 1, unbound, page 145.—— Narra-
tive ofOccurrencés in Persia, 1621, 1622. (No. 606.) —— King of Persia’s Phirmaund to the

English, in 1622; (No,762.)—= Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol. ii, page 298.
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draw from
that statien.
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investme .
nt had been lost, from the Company’s ships not arriving

1622-23
. at Ac
cheen as expected, and because the trade, in general, had

suffered, fr v <hinning
, from the shipping intended for the Java and Sumatra

tre I 1
rade having becn detained by the factors at Surat.

Bam'l.’he relative circumstances of the Dutch and English, at
avia, continued in the same precarious situati 1
preceding year. The Dutch, inllst.ead of defru‘;tilr(l):t:)jhi:l;:
o.f the expences of the factories in the Moluccas, had monopo-
lized the whole trade, and applied only the one-third, paid
the English, to defray the charges, both of the English and
Dutch settlements. The genecral object of the Dutch, during
the. period in which the trade of the two countries might remain
united, and regulated by the Council of Defence, being to raise
the charges so high, that it might become impracticablc for the
English to participate in it; the English factors therefore
deliberated, whether it would not be more wise to wit’hdraw theil"
factories from Amboyna, Banda, and the Moluccas, and to sell
the remainder of their goods to their opponents, than to expose
the Company to ruin, by incurring charges, and yet being exclu-
ded from the trade ; stating, as the source of their distress, that
the same oppressions which they had experienced by the conduct
of.' the last Dutch general, Van Coens, had been continued by
his su(?cessor, Pieter Carpentier, who openly asserted the right of
s?verelgnty over the countries in which the Dutch trade was
situated, and that the English had only a title, by the treaty, to

act as subordinate traders. 5
.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

indeed, the Pangran continu
sh the fort at Jaccatra:

e English to return te

At Bantam, ed at war with the
Dutch, till they should agree to demoli
and this chief had offered t0 allow th

Bantam, and re-establish their trad
President and Council could not listen to the proposition, because

the Dutch would interpret it into a breach of the treaty, and
because the English had not a force to resist the attacks of
their nominal ally, but real enemy: It was in this season,
thpt the English President an 1 began to speculate on

| d Counci
the importance of the exchanges between the factories 1n Java
and Sumatra, and the Coromandel Coast, having received a
considerable quantity of Coast goods from Masulipatam, which
had sold to advantage, and therefore resolve

ons of the Dutch at Pullicat, t

d, in consequence

of the oppressi o withdraw that

factory.(

27th August 1622,

(1)—Letter from the President and Council at Batavia to the Court,

and gth February 1622-3. (Nos. 733, 700.)

e at that port; but the ly &
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<L i erences CHAP. L
purpose of estabhshmg a ground for those claims, refer ,

were made, by the King and the Duke of Buckingham, to 1523 -24.
Sir Henry Martin, Judge of the Admiralty, and other civilians,

162524 | to ascertain the King’s, and the Lord Admiral’s rights, the
| proportion of prize-money belonging to the Crown,

former to a- ' et e

‘ the latter to one-tenth of the prize-money, 1 right of his office :

CHA E-l/ NoTwITHSTANDING the preceding unfavorable aspect of the st question appears o have been admitted, the Gover-
1623-24. Company’s affairs abroad, five of their ships arrived in England, n' 'or"ﬂ‘md Dircotors not feeling -+ 10 be heir duty, to dispute any

The Equip- ,
o resisted, on

mentsimd in the season 1623-24, with considerable quantities of pepper, o with his Majesty s the second question they

z{;:%:{?:%;:g and the finer spices (cloves, mace, and nutmegs), which at the plea that they had not acted under any letters ?f marquf:
ereased. their sales produced s£485,593, exclusive of the sale of the Per- com the Lord High Admiral, but only under their charter,
sian raw-silk, which amounted to 2£97,000, and to these sums and contended, that he had not any right to .a tenth of .the
were added 280,000, received this year from the Dutch, in prize-money, which had arisen from theil‘. having made prizes
compensation of the losses and injuries which the Company of ships, or taken plunder grom their enemies. | l
had sustained, previously to the treaty of 1619. These circum- In order, however to substantiate the clalms., bO.th of the
stances account for the large equipment of this season (1623-24), King and of the Lord High Admiral, examl.natlons were
which consisted of seven ships, with a stock estimated at taken of Captain Weddell, Captain Blith, Captain Clevenger‘;
£68,720 (in Spanish rials), and £17,345 in goods. Captain Beversham, and Mr. Embrey, the commanders .an
Disputes be- While this fleet was preparing for sea, a claim was made by officers of several of the Company’s ships, which h.ad made prizes,
P as a right of the Crown, and by the Duke of Buck- in the East-Indies, from the Portuguese, and particular ly of those

Companyand the King,

. ; 4 us, from
Backinstcamy ingham, as Lord High Admiral, on the Company, for a pro- he taking of Ormus,

officers who had been employed at t

Buckingham, '
ggrtz?(;li::rlgfm- portion of the prize-money, which their ships were supposed to which it appeared, that, accor ding to their siatements, the
%lulﬁi,d;i have obtained, in the seas bordering on the countries within smount of the prize-money, Was, in general, calc.ulated at about
k?lrfniﬁil%l;nd their limits. These demands, it would appear, had proceeded £100,000, and 240,000 rials of eight :—but this amount “.ras
2 ttlllxbel([:x':%c from the general impression, that jmmense sums had been estimated, without taking into view the charges afxd I?SSCS .m-
:rtw(r;:xym;;‘.ken acquired by the Company and their officers, at Ormus, and had curred by the Company in their equipments, or by their S‘hll)s bemg
been carried to their account, by their factors at Surat. For the called off from commercial engagements, to act as ships of vvf,u

purpose voL. L Ii or

(1)— MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked Detached Accounts,” No. 10 *



242

CHAP. 1. f . C )
— for the protection of their trade, and to assist the native powers,.

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

1623-24. by whom they had been compelled either to act, or to re-

linquish that trade, in the acquisition of which they had ex-
pended very large sums.

In this state of the business, the ships of this season were
stopped at Tilbury, the Company ¢ put in arrest,” and all
their solicitations to the King, and to the Admiral, rejected. At
last, they were obliged to compound, by paying 5£10,000 to the
Duke of Buckingham, to discharge his claim, and received
an order from Sir Edward Conway, the Secretary of State, to
pay, also, £10,000 to the King.

The Company’s fleet, being released from the arrest, as
we shall subsequently find, by their proceedings, sailed for the
East-Indies ; and, in the meantime, the King was so far reconciled,
as to interpose his authority, in favor of the Company, by again
referring their business to the consideration of the Dutch Ambas-
sadors, and the Lords of the Council, and by endeavouring to ob-
tain the assent of the States General, to a set of regulations for the

future

ons between the King, the Duke of Buekingham, and

(1)—~Minutes of the Negotiati
from 23d July 1623 to June 1624.

the East-India Company, relative to Prize-Money,

(East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No: 30).~—— Examination of Officers, relative

and the taking of Ormus, December 1623 aad January

to the Capture of Portuguese Ships,
No. 31).—— Copy of the Duke of

1623-24. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office,

Buckingham’s Receipt for #£10,000 from the East-India Comp

attested by Mr. Sherburne, Secretary to the East-India Company. (East-India Papers in the

Copy of Letter from Sir Edward Conway to the East-
15th July 1624, attested

State Paper Office, No. 30).
em to pay &£10,000 for the King’s use,

Iudia Company, desiring th
(East-India Papefs in the State

by Mr. Sherburne, Secretary to the East-India Company-
Paper Office, No. 38)-

any, 2gth April 1624, ~
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future proceedings of the two Companiesin the East-Indies. On CHAP. 1.
<this basis, the Governor and Deputy Governor of the London Com- 16@’_—;4.
pany addressed a letter to Sir Dudley Carleton, the English Am-

bassador at the Hague, praying the continuance of his good offices

and that he would, from his knowledge of the whole of the subject;

which had been under the consideration of the Commissioners

at London, attend to the adoption of the regulations by the

States, and afford the Company his advice for their conduct. ®

The interruption which the trade at SuraT had experienced, The Compa-
ny's servants

in the preceding season, by the factors having been imprisoned at Surat re-
leased from

at Surat, at Agra, and at Ahmedabad, though subsequently confinement,
d, and allowed to proceed with the Company’s business, and trade ee-
nts to the Mogul officers, had, happily, not

xpedient of obtaining a compensation, by

release
on giving prese
terminated in the rash e
seizing on the Mogul ships in th

at Surat, therefore, had proceeded
the Agents had been chiefly given to support the
to confirm the hold

eir return from Judda ; affairs,

without molestation, and

the attention of
factors in PERsIA,
which the Company had got 0
the services of their officers at Ormu

k trade.

King, Phirmaunds for a full right to the sil ’
Shah Abbas, Additional

The letters which King James had written to Ad
irmaunds
I12 were

in their endeavours,
f the trade of that country, by
s, and to obtain, from the

(1)—Letter from the Governor and Deputy Governor of the East-India Company to Sir

Dudley Carleton, 8th February 1623-24, (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No- 23.)
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sequence of
King James's
letter to the
King.
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were this season (1623-24) delivered to him, by two of the Com-
pany’s factors, with the requisite solemnity and presents ;—and,
on the basis of the King’s request for a grant of additional
privileges, they (after the Khan of Shiras arrived at Ispahan),
solicited and obtained a Phirmaund, which allowed the Engﬁsh
freedom of trade, with an exemption from all duties, and
a free passage through the country of Lar (Laristan). After
receiving this Phirmaund, conferences were held by the King
with the Company’s agents, to settle the accommodation to be
given to the English at the port of Gombroon :—the result was,
that permission was given them to occupy two houses, though,
from the jealousy of the English force, they were prohibited
from building a house, lest they ¢ should give to it the strength
‘““ of a castle.” It was subsequently settled, that the English
might have an agent at Ispahan, to negotiate their business, and
that the silk which they purchased, might be brought, free of
duty, to that capital ; but the proposal of their paying one-third
of the price in money, and two-thirds in English goods, was
rejected.

Having thus described the- privileges the English had ob-
tained, the agent and factors informed the Court, that the
plunder taken at Ormus, in money, jewels, and goods, had
been sold by the captors at Gombroon, and that the amount
had not been carried to the Company’s account ;—that the Per-
cians had fortified the castles of Ormus, Kishmé, and Gom-
broon, in so strong a manner, that ships might ride in those

ports, in perfect safety ;—and that, cven n this quarter of
their

FAST-INDIA COMPANY,

their trade, the Dutch had begun their interferences, and had

made large presents to the King, but without effect, to prejudice

that sovereign against the English.
If the information received, continues only a description of

the events which marked the predominant influence of the

Duitch at Java, and the almost exclusion of the English from a
proportion of the trade, which had been stipulated to them,
under the treaty of 1619, the conduct of this people at the
Spice Islands will furnish a memorable example of those public

vices which attach to associations, but from which, individuals

can shelter themselves, and escape punishment, by dividing the

odium and guilt, among numbers.
At JaccaTra, or BaTAvia, the English President and Coun-

cil represented to the Court, that the Dutch Governor, Carpentier,
continued to exercise his power with positive tyranny, and had
reduced the English to that defenceless situation, in which they
ther could resist ill-treatment from the natives, nor resent
wrongs and injuries .—that the English factory had been charged

with every item of expence, without either having a voice in the

nel

disposal of the money, or of the force, or freedom, or privileges,

in the management of the trade :—that the Council, instead of
g the fleet of defence for the mutual protection of the

employin
prey’ had directed it to

trade and settlements of the two Companies,
consolidate the sovereignty of the Dutch, and to projects for

nglish stock and shipping in the Southern seas :—

ruining the E "~
hat,

‘ : G20,
(1)—Letter from the Agent and Factors at Ispahan, to the Court, 23d October 162

(No. 778.)
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CHAP. 1. (], : :
L hat, notwithstanding the promises of the States, and of the

1623-24. h C .
Dutch Company, in Europe, that they would allow the Englisll

or

THE HHONORABLFE

a proporti “the trade .
proportion of the trade to the Spice Islands, they not only had

cevaded this oblicati
aded this obligation, but had almost excluded them from any

Account of
the Massacre

share .m it ; and that, at Banda, they had, under the pretext of a
(]‘:)ll\;%[)nu(vy, ('X(‘(""""‘l great numbers of the natives ; and at

olaroon, under like pretences, desolated the island, and left it
almost without inhabitants.

It was under these cir :
wder these circumstances, that the English President

at Ambeyna and Council
Jouncil at Jaceatra sent orders, in the boginning of the

ear 162! Y ) .
yes 3, to the agent and factors at Amboyna, to leave that

station wi GE o . .
ation with their property, and to return to Batavia ; and it was

at this eritics ' i
his critical moment, that the Dutch Governor and Council at

Amboyna commenced those  proceedings, which will, for

cvcer,

remain a disgrace to the Dutch East-India Company and Nation.

r . .
This atrocity commenced by the Governor seizing on ften

Japanese, in February 16

2.

PP had}

3, and subjecting them to the most

slow torture, to draw from them a confession, that they had been

parties in a conspiracy, which Captain Towerson, the English
r . VIS M
Agent, had formed, to seize on the castle of Amboyna, and to

expel the Duteh from the island. The unfortunate Japanesc,

who could not comprehend the sources of the animosity betw

ecn

the E e @ . . ) .
Europeans, sunk under their agonies, and allowed therr

or o) . . . . .
tormentors to give any colour they chose to that fabrication,

which they intended to inflict similar misery on Captain Tower

upon

son

and the English factors :—these unhappy men werc, therefore,

individually exposed to the torture, and as their probity, and

national

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

national firmncss of character, induced them to refuse,
their sufferings, the confession of a project, which existed only
mmercial jealousies and avarice of their enemies, this
was held to be evidence of guilt, which
he ferocity of their oppressors, encreased
t with pain, sought a momentary
ed :—but, even this

in the co
firmness, and this probity,
instead of mitigating t
ature, worn ou
ing crimes which never exist
extremity, could not the merciless Dutch, who availed
themselves of the presumed confession, which the torture alone

could have forced from them, and on the 27th February 1622-23,
tain Towerson, nine English factors, nine

it, till human n

relief, in confess
satisfy

they executed Cap
anese, and one Portuguese sailor.
of the unfortunate English, who perished,

bity‘ and attachment to their

Jap
If the names

upholding their character for pro

country, ought t0 be recorded, the names of the Dutch, who

ated this public murder,
for ever hold in execration, crimes, which neither

perpetr ought to be mentioned, that

posterity may

policy, nor subterfuges, can forget or forgive.!

When
(1)=List of Sufferers at Amboyna.
ENGLISH-
Captain Gabriel Towerson ...... Agent at Amboyna.
Samuel Colson .a.vvv-e SR . Factor at Hitto.
Emanuel TomSom «...eeereesers Assistant at Amboyna.
Timothy Johnson «..cooereeress Assistant at Amboyna.
John Witheral .ooo.ovevereree Factor at Cambello.
Jobn Clark «ovneevevee e ,. Assistant at Hitto.
William Griggs «.oeeeeerieere Factor at Lerica.
John Fardo ..ovveveoeriennes House Steward.
Abel
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When information of this event reached Jaccatra, the

il at that station presented, with-

stranceof the OUt eflect, the strongest remonstrances to'Curpcnticr, the Dutch

English Pre-

sident and
Council at
Batavia to
the Dutch
Governor

General on

this atrocity.

General, stating the intolerable injuries the English had received

o

from

List of Sufferers at Amboyna,—continued.

Abel Price .................... Surgeon.
Robert Brown ................ Taylor.
PorTUvGUEsE.
Augustin Perez,
Jarangse,
Hitteso. Migiel. Qucondayo.
Tsiosa, P. Congte. Tsabinda.
Linsa. T. Corca, Zanchoo.

(History of the Cruelties of the Dutch in the East-Indies, by R. Hall, 8vo. London

printed, 1712),

————

““ A Note of all the Names off those that weare att the Councell off Amboyna, when

the 10 Englishmen, 9 Japones, with one Portugall Marenar, wear Leheaded, viz.

Harman van Speult .. .. Governor.

Isaac de Brown .. ...... Fiscall, or Judge.

Marskalke .. .......... Chiefe Merchante of the Castle.
Crayvanger ........

Taglor o ooo oo } Two under Merchantes off the Castle.
Peter Johnson van Zent Chicff Merchant oft’ Lohoe.
Raneer, afias Cozen .. Chicff Merchant off Larica,
Carsborn .. .......... Merchant off the Rotterdam.
Windcopp............ Merchant off the Amsterdam.
Cloacke .............. Merchant off the Flye Boat,

Fisher. . ... ... ... ... Merchait off the Unicorne,
Captain Vogle ........ A Land Captiin, theare sometimes,
Captaine Newport. ... .. Skipper off the Amsterdam.

(East India Papers in the State Paper Office, No 60)

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

from the Dutch Governor of Amboyna ; that they had been

jed permission €0 trade, ;
(li:;; tl;eat the most unreasonable taxes had been levied from
’ .

th ¢t Batavia, and that an usurped authority had been exer-
em a ,

. . ot
cised over British subjects, ) . anc .
Dutch influence ; and therefore desired his permission to with-

’ .
draw their persons and property from Batavia, as soon as they
ra

uld find a place of safety, in which they could reside, till they
could

should receive instructions fro

in every port and island under the

m England. |

I mmunicating these events to the Court, the President
1n CO D

tated, in the strongest terms, the impossibility of continuing
Sha tr:lde unless the English interests should be totally separa-
: ;from t’hose of the Dutch ; and suggested, that an application

e .
should be made by the Company, to the King,

n had been found of no use, force, alone,
uld enable them to continue the trade; and

that his Majesty would issue his orders, for
yoke of the Dutch nation.

representing that as

jati equal to that
negotlatlo

of the Dutch, co
therefore praying,

liberating them from the intolerable .
in to demand the cession of Polaroon, because the in-

arly extirpated, and the island left desolate ;

in these deplorable circumstances, the only expedient they

uld devise was, the taking possession of the Island of Great
h ad a good harbour, was favorably situated

y under the protection of the King

It was inva
habitants had been ne

Bessee, which h

for trade, and immediatel

of Bantam.

voL. L. K k On

249

CHAP I
W

under the terms of the treaty of 1623-24.



250

CHAP. L.

M
1623-24.
The PFactory
at Jupan with-
Grawi.

Project of
opening a
trade in the
dominions of
the King ot
"Tanjore.

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

The President and Council, at the same time, intimated,
that they had withdrawn the factory, from Japan, the servants
at which had arrived at Batavia, having left a power with the
Dutch chicf at Firando, to recover debts duc to the English,
amounting to 12,821 tales.—The factorics at Siam and Potania,
were also withdrawn.

These mistortunes at Java, and in the Spice Islands,
depressed the hopes of the President and Council, of being able
to preserve for the Company, a proportion of the pepper
trade, notwithstanding the stock they had received from
England had heen sufficient for this purpose: but this trade
was impracticable, from the overbearing power of the Dutch, who
were afraid, if the English again attempted trade at Bantam,
it might depress their newly erected sovereignty at Batavia.

The exclusion, thus, from the pepper trade, as well as from
the Spice Islands, the English President and Council at Batavia
represented, would render the factory of Pullicat, on the Coro-
mandel Coast, of no use, because spices from the Moluccas,
Amboyna, and Banda, were necessary for that market; and
because they would prefer accepting the offer which had been
made by the King of Tanjore, to settle a factory, for Coast goods,
in his country, where they could be had of better quality than at
Pullicat or Masulipatam, and also a proportion of Malabar pepper,
rather than to persevere in the trade of Java. In Tanjore, besides,
they would be at liberty to prosceute trade, because the sovereigh
of this country had refused permission to the Dutch, cither to

establish a factory, or to fortify a station in his dominions :(—
availling

EAST-INDIA COMPFANY.

availing themselves, therefore, of this invitation, the President

and Council had

in the dominions of Tanjore. ¥
Kk?2

(1)~Letters from the President and Council at Batavia to the Court, 14th December

1623, and 23d February 1623-24, (No. 786. 770- .
and Council to the Dutch General Carpentier, dated Batavia, 6th January 1623-24. ~w——
ory of Firando, in Japan, dated Firando, 16th December

)—— Memorial of the English President

Resolution for dissolving the Fact
1623. (No, 792). »
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*  1624-25.

THE anxicty which was naturally felt by the Company,
on the receipt of every dispatch from their servants abroad,
stating the pmccedings of the Councily of Defence to have

been partial, and uniformly favorable fto the Dutch, and
factors, who had been

hostile and oppressive to the English
the

estmients, cither of pepper or
to carry their complaints

protection and

obstructed in providing inv
finer spices, induced the Directors
to the King, and, by petition, to pray for

redress.

The object of the petition was, that powers might be

given to the Company, to authorize their commanders and

by common and martial law. In

agents to try their servants,
compliance with this request, the King granted t
that the exercise of it mig
Dutch and English Companies
licial evidence

o them this au-

thority, on the principle, ht do away the

reciprocal complaints of the
against cach other, and that, on the basis of juc

nticity of which could not be qucsti(med,

and decisions, the authe
his Majesty might be
wnd to demand their interfe
East-India Company, not only to
ssion, towards
but to grant
redress

enabled to frame remonstrances to the

States General, ¢ rence, and orders to
the servants of the Duteh
abstain from future acts of injustice and oppre

the servants of the London East-India Company,

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

redress of grievances, and compensation for losses, the ex-

istence of which had been verified by legal process. )
This encouragement accounts for the egquipment, in the

year 1624-25, being more considerable than it otherwise would

have been, because, without this power, the trade from_ Java,

or the Spice Islands, would probably have been suspended. It
e collected from the Company’s records,

can, however, only b
that the equipments of this year consisted of five ships; but

no account remains of the amount of stock, or exports in

goods. @

In tracing the origin of the attempts to opena trade be-

tween Surat and Persia, in the year 1616-17, we found
that the Agents had experienced opposition from Sir Robert
Shirley, who had formed connexions at Ispahan, but who,
though an Englishman, had been employed by the King of
Persia, to conclude a commercial treaty with the King of
Spain; and, in the sequel, it has been discovered, that the

al difficulties the Company had to overcome, arose from
the King of Persia, to assist his

Portuguese from Ormus,

princip
their being called upon by
forces, with their ships, in expelling the
and clearing the Gulf of Persia of their fleets.

In 1624-25, Sir Robert Shirley returned to England, and

presented a memorial to the King and Council, in which he

' stated, that a proﬁtable trade in silk might be opened be-

tween England and Persia, and that the Indian produce, which
hitherto

(1)—Rymer’s Feedera, vol, xviii, page 450.
(2)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked  Detached Accounts,” No. 10.
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hitherto had been brought into Persia, had been carried into
the Turkish dominions, notwithstanding the state of warfare in
which the two countrics had been constantly placed ;—that, be-
sides, part of this produce, as well as the Persian silks, had
either been purchased or captured, by the Portuguese ;—events
which made the court of Persia disposed to enter into a com-
mercial treaty with  England.

To render a treaty of this kind eflicient, Sir Robert Shirley
advised, that the Company’s ships should each carry out ma-
terials, for constructing armed vessels, to enable the Persians to
protect their own trade in the Gulf, and also, that the Com-
pany should be obliged to furnish tonnage, to bring the silks
helonging to Persian merchants to the English market, sub-
jecting the sales of them to the payment of English duties and
customs only ; and should the sales of such goods not begprac-
ticable in England, that the Persian merchants might be allowed
to hire vessels, and to re-export their goods to other markets,
without paying any new duties 5 and concluded, that this trade
would yield an annual revenue to the Crown, of £500,000.

This memorial of Sir Robert Shirley was referred to the
Directors of the East-India Company, and the objections which

they offered are interesting, as they mark the difference between

the rcasonings of\ a political theorist, and the good scnse of

a practical merchant, and, in substance, were,—that the
sending frames for vessels, to he constructed in the Persian
e
Gulf, could not be attempted, without incurring a large expendi-
tnre, and, fr sshiftine character of .
, and, from the shifting character of - the Persian government,

creating

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

creating a force,

the English trade :—that,
receive naval support from the ‘English, that support could

(as in the case of the capture of Ormus) by the
s :—that the granting credit to the Persian mer-
dous, as it could not be covered by any
m :—that the quantity of silk, supposed to
by no means, what had been repre-

be best given
Company’s ship
chants would be hazar

security from the

be produced in Persia, was,
to be as great as Sir Robert Shirley

factured in the country,

sented ; but, admitting it

had stated, one-third of it was manu

and the remainder sent to various market
of furnishing tonnage for the Persian merchants to bring
and the still wilder idea, of

idea,

their silk to England for sale,
m to hire vessels to carry it to other markets,

because - those merchants had

allowing the
was impracticabl

neither stock nor credit, 0
be carried on :—and, therefore,

which bhad been asserted the Crow

one-cleventh part of it could mnever b

e in trade,
n which such a re-exportation could

5 :—that the wild

that instead of the large sum
n would receive, as revenue,

e realized.

The Company, about the beginning of August 1624,

received positiv
at Amboyna, and i
jesty, to interpose his
might be obtained, and t

instruments in this disgrace

(1)—Letters from Sir Rober

Answer o

(MSS. in the Indian Register Office,

e information of the massacre of their servants
mmediately made application to His Ma-
authority with the States, that redress
hat the persons who had been the guilty

ful transaction, might be punished.

f the East-India Company to his Propasitions,

marked No. 10 A).

A memorial

t Shirley to the King and Council, in 1024, and

dated 20th August 1624,
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Committee
of the Privy
Council to
investigate
the business.
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A memorial to this effect, was, in consequence, presented
to the States General, by the English Ambassador at the Hague,
on the 17th August 1624:—a Committce was alse appointed
in September 1624, consisting of the Lord President, the Lord
Steward, the Earl Marshal, the Lord Chamberlain, Mr. Secre-
tary Calvert, Mr. Secretary Conway, and the Chancellor of
the Exchequer, to take into consideration the complaint of
the East-India Company, and to examine such of the sufferers
as had escaped from Amboyna, and had arrived in England. This
Comnmiittee reported, that this breach of the law of nations, and
of the treaty subsisting hetween the King, and the States,
had proceeded from the fixed plan which the Dutch had adopted,
of expelling the English from the Spice Islands, and not from
any conspiracy or combination by the King’s subjects, with
the natives at Amboyna; and, therefore, offered it as their
advice to the King, to take strong measures, for ohtaining
from the Dutch such a compensation, as should be consistent
with his justice, and his honor, and to direct, that an order
should be issued to the Lord High Admiral, to send out a fleet,
to .scizc the Dutch outward and homeward-bound East-India
Ships, and to detain them in England, till reparation should be
made, care being taken, in this service, that the ships and their
cargoes should be safely kept, and their crews properly treated.
An order of Council, to this effect, was accordingly issued to
the Duke of Buckingham, on the 30th September 1624.

The application to Sir Dudley Carleton, the English Am-

K ng and the bassador at the Hague, and the spirited measures with which

it

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

it was followed by the King, or the order for detaining the Dutch
East-India ships, did not procure, from the States, that immedi-
ate attention, or redress, which the urgency of the case required,
and which, indeed, was necessary, because the Court of Direc-
tors could not, under these circumstances, frame such instructions
to the commanders of their ships, or to their agents abroad,
as were requisite, before the outward-bound ships could proceed
on their voyage. «

On the 12th November 1624, the Directors addressed
a letter to Secretary Conway, requesting that they might be
allowed to send Mr. Young, one of their number, as a special
messenger to the Hague, and that he might be vested with the
same powers, as if he had come from the King, to attend on the
Ambassador, and to urge his immediate interference with the
States, to issue their orders for reparation.

The King complied with this request, and issued an additional
order, dated 6th December 1624, through .Secretary Conway, to
the Attorney General, to prepare a commission for the London
East-India Company, authorizing them to build forts in the
East-Indies, for the security of their trade, conformably to the
terms of the treaty of 1619.

This measure brought a general, though not a satisfactory
answer from the States ; in substance, that they would send orders
to their Governor General in the Indies, to permit the English
Cowpany's servants to retire, with their property and shipping,

of the Dutch settlements, without exacting any duties
should be made to

the

from any
from them ;—that in all disputes, an appeal

voL. 1. L1l
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States Gene-
ral, on the
same subject.



-9

‘958

CHAP. L
\—\(-J
1624-25.

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

the Council of Defence, and if the parties should be dissatified
with its decision, the case should be referred to the States and
to the King, but reserving to the Dutch ¢ the administration
““ of politic government, and particular jurisdiction, both civil
« and criminal, in all such places as owe acknowledgement to
« the Dutch ;"— and that the English might build forts, for the
protection of their trade, provided such forts should be situated at
the distance of thirty English miles from the Dutch forts, and
that they should not trench on their jurisdiction ; reserving to
the Dutch, the exclusive right to the Moluceas, Banda, and
Amboyna,

This answer of the States marked their determination to
retain their exclusive sovercignty, and to evade ordering that
redress to the sufferers at Amboyna, which had heen the imme-
diate source of the application, and of the coercive measurcs
which the King had adopted.

From the measures to which it had been found expedient to
resort, itappears, that the King and Council, and the Company,
were cqually dissatisfied with this general and evasive answer.
'The Company, however, agreed to the first article, or that their
servants might retire from the Dutch settlements, but stated, that
the second and third articles were so ambiguous, in their reserva-
tions, that they left the Dutch General at liberty to repeat similar
outrages with those of which the complaint had been made ; they
therefore held, that remitting the case to the consideration and
decision of the Council of Defence, was, in fact, impowcring

the Dutch to review and vindicate their own unjust proceedings,
| and
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and equivalent to denying redress of any kind ;—that the case CHAP- L
required to be tried in Europe, by Commissioners, authorized by 1624-25.

the two natjons, more particularly as Van Coens, the Dutch
Governor General, in whom the evasions of the treaty of 1619
had originated, as his successor had only followed up his
measures, was in Holland, and that Marskalk, one of the
judges and perpetrators of the massacre of Amboyna, was at
large, at Amsterdam.

The state of the public mind in England, at this juncture,
may be judged of, from an alarm which the Duatch merchants,

State of the
public feel-
lng) and tbat
Of the COm.

resident in London, took, at the numerous publications which P

were disseminated, explaining the cruelties which the English

had experienced in the East-Indies, particularly the massacre

at Amboyna, which, they stated, might expose them to the rage
of the people, already threatening their safety :—in ~parti-
cular, they represented, that a picture had been drawn of
the massacre at Amboyna, which was calculated to inflame
the public mind, and to bring on them its vengeance, they
therefore applied to the Privy Council, for protection from the
danger to which they were exposed. The Directors of the
East-India Company appeared before the Council, and stated,
that with respect to the publications, in general, they had no
control over them, but with regard to the picture, they
acknowledged it was painted by their order, to be preserved
in their House, as a perpetual memorial of Dutch cruelty
L12 These

and treachery. ®

States, relative to the business

1, relative to Reprizals on the
Dutch

(3)—Memorial presented by Sir Dudley Carleton to the
of Amboyna, the 17th August 1624.— Minute of Counci
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will discover, that their efforts on the West Coast or Inpra, CHAP T
w These measures of King James, during the last months of and in Prgsta, were still ¢ ounteracted by the Dutch, who were ]1)61)2:1-25_.
1624-25. his reign (for he dicd on the 27th March 1625), failed in their endeavouring fo participate in the trade of both, and to exclude sccountofhe
Eﬁfg}fxﬂm. effects. It is true, he wished to give protection to his subjects, the London Company from that share of either, which, with so the Governor.
and, on this occasion, manifested an energy, which could not much expence, they had been endeavouring to acquire.
have been expected from the pacific system which he had ob- In the preceding season, the depredations which the Dutch

served, from his accession; but his varying policy with the chips had committed on the coasts of the Guzzerat, had ex-

posed the Company’s servants, at Surat, to imprisonment, and

European powers, had taught cach of them to consider England
as of less weight in that balance of power, which Queen Eliza- their property to seizure, and 1t was n

beth had established, and the States General, m a particular imprisonment, that they were liberated, or permited o proceed
with their sales and investments. Under such circumstances,

the Agent and Council at Surat were attempting to find a more
favorable situation, to which they might remove the centre of

have seconded a war against the Dutch, but that cold people their trade, and were projecting to fix it at Dablfl, because the
_ inhabitants of this place had made the most friendly offers of

knew, that, by cvasions, they could blunt the momentary rage . o the o | ’
i nghsh would remo

of the English Court, and shun fulfilling, not only the terms of accommodation and protection, t; e Eng b would h.ve

ivi i i orary on or the ships

the treaty of 1619, but cvade granting of redress, or giving to that port. This project was temporary only, . p

of the season were dispatched from Surat to Europe, in the usual

any compensation for injuries, which they neither would have

ot till after seven months

oy ‘ a1,
manner, to throw off their dependance on the Crown of England,

of which the Queen had been the source.
On this occasion, the spirit of the English nation would

. . . . (1)

dared to commit, nor ventured to excuse, in the preceding reign. manner. . ' o |
The trade between Surat and Persia, this season, varied in q_‘;a%e i p,:,i

sia depressed

e first months of it, though the Com- by the native
merchants.

its aspects. During th

o ——— . .
pany’s agents proceeded under the Phirmaunds which had been
. . . . i Persia -
The Presi- The situation of the Company’s servants abroad, at the obtained, the prices demanded for silk, and otl;erh e; oA
dency of . . . ; 18 th and tin, so
s\::{pr(,pme time when these ineffectual means were resorted to, in Europeé, ticles, were so high, and the sales of English C_O ’
to remove to will inconsiderable, that, on consultation, they were disposed to sell
, off .

Dutch Ships, September 1624 Order of Council to the Duke of Buckingham, 30th

September 1624. Letter from the Company to Sir Edward Conway, 12th November
he Court, 15th November 1624,

Letter from Sir Edward Conway to the Attorney General, 6th December 1624, ——

(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Surat to t

1624.
and 14th February 1624-25. (Nos. 813 and 799).

The States General's Answer to the three Articles, and the Company’s Reply thereto, De-

cember 1624, Letters from the Company to Sir Dudley Carleton, 8th and 25th January,

and 19th February 1624-5. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 39, 40,41,42,43.)
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As the season advanced, it was resolved, as a last expedient,
to apply to the King of Persia, to interpose his authority with his
{nerchuuts, to prohibit those extortions. This request was re-
f‘US(‘ll, and it was not till the English took measures for retiring
from the trade, that the Persian ministers consented to restrict
the King’s merchants in their demands ;  for though they could
not oblige them to lower the prices, the King consented to
make the English a present of two loads of silk, out of every
hundred, and to purchase from them whatever quantity of cloth,
or tin, they might import. On this concession the Agent and Council
at Ispahan resolved to persevere in the Persian trade, till the plea-
n :—if their instruc-

sure of the Court of Directors should be know
ade to be

tions, in the following scason, should order the tr
that a considerable stock should

continued, it would be necessary,
business.

be furnished, and intelligent factors sent to mManage the

r - .
Towards the close of the season, Mr. Kerridge, one of the

chief factors at Surat, stated that an agreement between the
Khan of Shiras and Captain Weddel had heen effected, by which
t to one-half of the customs at Gom-
at this port, bad received two

on that account, the trade to

it must soon hecome inconsiderable ; unless, therefore, an agent of
rank should be sent by the King ofEnglund , with letters and suita-

ble presents to the King of Persia, and a

the Company had a righ
broon ; and that though the factor

hundred and twenty-five Tomands,

strong force employed, to
second
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secondhmis apﬁlication, and to protect the trade from the Portu- CHAP. L
’ 1624 -25.

guese cruizers, it must decline.

It was in this situation of affairs, and awaiting instructions Anagentsent

from Surat to

nd Council at Surat granted a Gombroon,
to report on

from England, that the Agent a
commission to Mr. Kerridge, and other principal servants of the the practica-
bility of con-

to proceed to Gombroon, to examine and report on g::l:gt rt::e.
e-settling, or of dissolving the Persian

trade; who reported, that, in con§iderati0n of the extensive
privileges which the King of Persia had granted to the English,

and their being allowed to settle at Gombroon, it would be for

the interest of the Company to persevere in the Persian trade.

At the close of the former season, we traced the circum- Company’s
stances in which the English were placed, after a knowledge of Ezrg ?%:in%:
the massacre at Amboyna had reached JaccaTra, or that the‘is;;rig;;‘
English President and Council, at that place, had petitioned Car-
pentier, the Dutch General, for permission to retire, as soon as
they could find any retreat, in which their persons and property
might be in safety. Under their first agitation, they thought of

settling on the Island of Great Bessee, protected by the
expedient was soon abandoned, as

Captain Swan, to take possession
of Sunda, at which, it was hoped,
spices, to form a part of

their

Company,
the expediency, either of r

King of Bantam; but this
they sent the ship Charles,
of some island in the Straits

they might get a proportion of the finer

(1)—Letter from the Agent at Ispahan to the Court, 28th August 1624. (No. 809).
and other Commissioners, at Gombroon, 1st January

- Consultations of Mr. Kerridge,
15th November 10624, and 14th

1624-25. (No. 798)—— Letters from Surat to the Court,

February 1624-25. (No. 8§13, 709).
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CHAP. I. their investments for Europe. Captain Swan lainded on the

1624-25. IsLanp oF Lacunpy, to which he gave the name of PrINCE

Cuarris’s IsLaND, and in the subsequent scason, we shall find,
that this station was the retreat to which the English factors at
Jaccatra retired, till they should receive orders from Europe.

Under such complicated misfortunes, the English factors
at Batavia had endeavored to form a trade on the Coroman-
del Coast, in expectation of receiving pepper, as wcll as Coast
cloths ; but at Tanjore, where they projected an establishment,
they were opposed by a new European rival (the Dancs), who,
for the first time, appeared to have become adventurers in the
East-India Trade. ¥

(1)—Proclamation of Captain Swan, on taking possession of an Island in the Straits of
Sunda, 29th July 1624. (MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked F 1, unbound, page
121).—— Letter from the Agent and Council of Surat to the Court, 14th February 1624-25.

(No. 79).
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1625-26.

Tre East-India Company, at the close of the preceding
season, were employed in soliciting redress, by the interposition
of the Royal authority, with the States General, not only for
the violation of the conditions in the treaty of 1619, but
reparation for the losses they had experienced at Amboy-
na, and the punishment of the persons who had been guilty of
the massacre. The death of King James, at this crisis, pre-
pares us to look for the commercial and political measures of the
Company, at the accession of King Charles I.

If we may judge from the equipments of the season
1625-26, which consisted of six ships,() we must presume,
cither that the Company had determined to persevere in main-
taining their proportion of the trade, or that these vessels were
intended to withdraw their servants and property from it ;
but there remains no evidence, to ascertain the amount of
the stock or goods, which these ships were to carry out, to be
exchanged for Eastern produce.

It is probable, that on the accession of King Charles 1.,
the measures which had been adopted, before the death of the
late King, for obtaining redress from the Dutch, were, for a

time, suspended ; as there is no evidence of the Court of

VvOL. I M m Directors

(1)~—-MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked « Detached Accounts,” No, 10.
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The mea-
sures for ob-
taining re-
dress from
the Dutch,
suspended
during the
first year

of King
Charles I.
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SHAP. I Directors havi o .
ci o Directors having made applications to the Crown, or having

N
» S , . . . . . .
1625-26. had any communication with the English Ambassador at the
Hague,
This situation of the Company’s
for, by the depressed state of the public revenue, at the accession

of Charles, who was involved tin @ war with Spain and the
which

affairs may be accounted

Emperor, and borne down by large debts of King James,
hough the factions

he had not the means of discharging, and t
were watching op-

were, as yet, coucealing their projects, they

portunitics, in Parliament, to assert them.
ler engagements with fore
of assisting

Without resources, ind yet unc ign

princes, the young monarch had not the means
the States General, and, of course, had not that influence with
them, which could induce them to grant the redress which

James had demanded, and, hy warlike preparations, was seck-
of this season, therefore,

ing to enforce :—the Company’s ships
ice to their

sailed under general instructions ; and with a not

servants, that they would renew their applications to the Cr
nt should take a decided character.

owil,

as soan as the new governie

The Presi- We have to continue the detail of the Foreign transiacflons
dency of Su- . . . .
rat postpone Ot the Company, while the factories were
their plan of . . .

the events which had taken place Lugland, and could act

retiring 10
Dabual . . .
the information, that vigorous measurces had heen

unzu:quuintcd with

only under

taken for their future protection.
Though

- both subjects, resolved to
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Though the factors at Surat, and Persia, had hesitated, CHAP. 1.
1d continue the seat of trade at the former 1625-26.
port, or remove it to Dabul, and whether it would be expedient,

to persevere in carrying on the trade with Persia, they had, on
await instructions from Europe, and,

remained at Surat, during the season

whether they shou

under this determination,

1625-26.
The alarm o

sed, from an event calcu

English, or the appointment,
Harman Van Speult, the man who had
at Amboyna, to be the Dutch General at Surat, leaving only to

the English factory at Batavia, the unavailing expedient of pro-
testing against an appointment, from which they anticipated the

most atrocious proceedings.
The English President and Council at Batavia, after the The Compa-
ny's servants

massacre at Amboyna, and the continuation of the restraints abandon La-
gundy, and

h the English trade had been placed, not only at return to Ba-

1 s . tavia.
erever it had the least connexion with the trade avia

f farther opposition from the Dutch had increa-
lated to make a deep impression on the
by the Council of Defence, of
conducted the massacre

ander whic
Batavia, but wh
of the Dutch,

their persons and property mig
be reinforced with ships and men, sufficient to preserve them

With this object, the ship Charles

determined to retire to some station, where
ht be in safety, till they should

from Dutch aggression.
had left Batavia, with the President, Council, and Factors,

and had taken possession of tae Istanp oF Lacuxnpy,

in the name of the King, and give

Charles’s Island. Unfortunately, this island, from its un-
Mm?2 healthiness

n to it the name of Prince
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healthiness, added sickness to the other calamities they had
experienced, which obliged them to abandon it, on the 31st
May 1625, and to return to Batavia, having no less than one
hundred and twenty sick, out of two hundred and fifty, and
not a suflicient crew to enable them to dispatch a single ship
to any of the English factories.

At Banram, though the Pangran, or King, had offered
the English factors every encouragement to re-assume their
trade, they were unable, from want of men and supplies of
every kind, to avail themselves of this expedient, and though
the Dutch (as if to make a shew of reparation for the injuries
and losses, which they were satisfied would be resented in
Europe) had given their assistance to the English, on their
retiring from Lagundy, the President and Council recommended
the necessity  of separating altogether from them, for though
the Company might have less trade, their expences, also,
would diminish in proportion, and their servants and property
enjoy greater security.

In Sumarra, the Dutch had been equally active in their
attempts to establish an exclusive trade, still sheltering them-
sclves under the authority of the Council of Defence :—with
such powers, they beecame parties in the wars between the Kings
of Acheen and Jambee, against which the English factors
could only protest.

The English President and Council at Batavia, therefore,
submitted to the Court, to direct their attention to the trade at
Surat, and on the Coromandel Coast, particularly the latter;

and
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i j- CHAP. L
and, at the close of the season, dispatched a vessel to Masuli

patam, with a cargo of cloves, sandal-wood, and money, esti- 1625-26.

mated at thirty-four thousand rials, explaining, that though the

trade at that port had declined, in consequence of the native

Governor having taken advantage of the disputes between the
Dutch and the English, and extorted money from 'bo‘th, yet
that, at this port, and at Surat, half the pepper and spices olf
India might be sold, in exchange for Surat and Coast cloths.

In the expéctation that the Court would approve of the I'{;};e;idlégtg;i;g
plan of fixing a trade on' the (.J(Tromandel fCoast, the MEng- Council
lish Agents at Batavia bad, in addition to t.he actory at . as:- F:etncrhs?:\?a(x))is
lipatam, fixed on a station at ARMAGoON, situated, ac.cT)r ing to :; ﬁ:t a {?ﬁi‘;
the ancient Dutch charts, between Nellore and Pullicat, from %%K;Em(::x d?le

which last place they had been obliged to retire, .On a,cco.unt of Coast.
the continued oppressions of the Dutclf. Having f)bte.uned a
piece of ground from the Naig, or Chle'f of the district, the
English erected a factory at Armagon, lr.z February 1625.-26,
and the Agent applied to the English President and Council at
Batavia, “for stock, to purchase plain and flowered Coast‘ cloths,
which could be exchanged for pepper, and the finer spices, (?r
could be sent to Europe, for the home sales ;—but even. at this
station, the factors reported that the Dutch [')ersecutlou had
followed them, though they had got a grant for liberty of trade,

condition of paying one per cent. duty on goods imported,
on _

and three per cent. on exports. I
t

(1)—Letters from the President and Council at Batavia to the Court, 3d August and
1)— e

13th October 1625, and 25th February 1625-26.
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| Arm:;()::z‘swt:; ;l:t:::im:t(:f Mr. Julms'.m, the chief factor at
liPa'itam, who reported 'd:;:“:] ’ "T“.lf"' dinate ageney 10 .Masu-
’ o carry on the trade with ad-

::T:ﬁmz Pf:)i::i?l,l of pepper, and the finer spiccs, would
. s ilitate the purchase of piece goods, and that
,‘f worxld be proper to strengthen the factory, by a dlight for-
t:ica‘tlon, defended by a proportion of ordnance, to protect
j)fe (}Jlompar.\y’s property, and the inhabitants, against the attacks
o tDt; t::‘mg‘;h:h; had r('peatedl_?f plundered it; and against
» ough they avoided open hostilities, had, by

presents, excited the jealousies of this Chief against the English
and exposed the new establishment to risks and dangers, whicl:

might hazard its existence. ™

1)— i .
(1)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked B. page 90 to 146,
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1626-27.

M .

p Y

in 1626, between the ng and cHAP. I
N,

Tuovcu the disputes,
d to depress his jnfluence with 1 626/.‘;7.

the Parliament, Were calculate
i “wi " - Th ip-
the powers of Europe, and partlcularly with the States General, mf“:zz!np_
ne redress could have been obtained, for the Sf;‘;f;ab:;;
l Company's

from whom alo
ompany complained, it 8P~ cxpectation
of protection

of which the London C
itude of the equipments of this season fom the
Crown,

¢ Directors looked forward to sup-
ped to continue their efforts to

grievances
pears, from the magn

(1626—27 ), that the Court 0

they were determi
he East-India trade. The equip

® but (as in the two
of the stock, nor the

ports and’ that
their proportion of t

d of seven large ships ;
r the amount
can be ascertained :—it may, how-

preserve
ments consiste
eding seasons). neithe

nations of those vessels,
though their applications for redress,

prec

destl
r, be presumed, that

eve
the States General,

from

“had hitherto been without effect, they
in the trade, because, from it

determined 10 persevere i
stock which the

were
ct returns for the large

alone, they could expe
Adventurers had embarked.

The Company at this period, instead of depending entirely cinon

0 any

upon their sales, had been engaged in the manufacture of gun- f\iﬁf{i:f)o“'der-
c

powder, as an €xp dient for adding. to their profits ; and had
established powder—mills in the county of Surry :—an application

had been made to the King, by the inhabitants in the viciuity,
to

(l)aMSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked D. P. No. 129.



. 'i
272

CHAP. L
e’
1626-27.

Sir Robert
Shirley de-
mands a com-
pensation
trom the
Company,
which s re-
fused.

-

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

to have those mills removed, and an order had accordingly

been issued for their demolition :—the Court, in this season,
petitioned the King for permission to erect new powder-mills, in
the counties of Kent and Sussex, in situations to which the like
ohjections could not he made ; and stated, that this manufacture
was necessary, to enable them to bring into the market the stock
of saltpetre in store, or to dispose of the quantity of that article
expected from India. 9

It the answer of the Company to Sir Rohert Shirley, in
1624, had set aside his wild projects in that scason, he re-
appeared in this, and, assuming the character of Ambassador
from the King of Persia, made application to the King and
Council, to order the East-India Company to pay him 42000,
as o compensation tor his exertions, in endeavouring to establish
a trade between Persia and England.  The Directors objected to
this demand, on the ground that, instead of services, the Com-
pany had only experienced injuries from Sir Robert Shirley ; and
that, as they had been obliged to contract so large a debt as
200,000, their paramount duty was, in the first instance, to
liquidate this debt, that they might raise the price of the stock,
which had sunk so low as cighty per cent.

On this refusal, Sir Robert Shirley requcsted permiSSion of
the Privy Council to return to Persia, stating that, in that country
the King

of

he would discharge his duty to his new sovereign,

(1)—Petition to the East-India Company, for leave to erect Powder-mills in Kent

and Sussex, 16th July 10206, (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 73).

T
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of Persia, without forgetting his allegiance to his natural

sovereign, the King of England. ®

1

v

which the Presidency at Surat had enter-

The apprehensions
famous Harman Van Speult,

tained, on the appointment of the in

to be the Dutch Geperal at SURAT,
y the death of that person. Among other plans

ad projected, was an expedition against the

were happily removed,

in this season, b
which Van Speult b
Portuguese, in the Red Se

ing against the English, he p
obliged the Presidency, to co-operate with him, in this expedi-

The squadron had sailed from Surat, and reached Mo-
cha, at which Van Speult died, after losing, ?ﬁ' that port, the
largest of the Dutch ships, mounting forty-four guns. His
successor, instead of supporting the English against the Por-
tuguese, refused them his assistance to carry the Court’s orders

into execution, of forming an establ
Bombaya, though the President proposed,
should be reduced, it should be equally divided between the

Datch and the English, and fortified, to make it a station inde -

Jdent of the native powers. |
This incident opens the first view of the plan of the

o form an establishment on an island, which was
N n subsequently

a, and as they were continually act-

ersuaded, or rather, by threats,

tion.

ishment on the Island of
that if this island

pen

English t

voL. I.
the Company will not advance £2000 to Sir Robert Shirley,

etter from Sir Robert Shirley to the Privy Council (original)

48th March 16206.—— Le
26th July 1620. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, Nos. 71 and 74)-

(1)—Reasons why
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the English
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Surat, to sur-~
prize Mocha
and Bombay:
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(w subsequently transferred to them by Portugal; the factors at
1626-27. Surat, as well as the Court, having found from experience, that
forts, with proper guards to them, constituted the only security
which could be relied on, cither for the Company’s property,

or for the permanency of their trade. This expedient was the

- - . » 3§ z]
more necessary, from the approaches of a civil war between the

Ewperor’s sons, for the succession, which induced the Prest
neies from Ahmedabad and Broach,
ng the seat of trade

gos luight be mude

dency to withdraw the age
and again to eatertain the project of removi
from Dabul, at which place, profitable exchan
alabar and Coromandel clot
Persian  trade.

ug,‘lish,

. .. and
of pepper and spices, for M hs, 2

a supply of those articles procured for the
. TN,

It does not appear to have been practicable tor the K

s at Ormus, or to get

had

at this juncture, cither to ercct a fortre

. . ) YT A
an independent hold at Muscat, of which the Portuguest
: Letors b ade

bee yn epossessed. At Suvat, however, ihe factors bad m

in store three t
part of the invest-

i ousand
considerable purchases, and had got hows:

maunds ot saltpetre from Agra, to become

; 1 1 e I
went for the Burope ships, on ther arrival. @

v et N - . » - 3 .. : T 1 llis
Critien] sith- The situation of the Company’s alluivs 0 Prasia, 10
ion of the . < s
Company'’s  year, had been rather precarious :—the Shah, with s army,
trade in Per. . . d1
s, had been employed in defending Bagdat, which was besieged DY
the Turks, and the Dutch agents had obtained a grant for
proportion of the silk trade, on terms rather more favorable than

those which had been given to the English. This event induced
the

{1)=~Yetter from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, 14th December
1626, (No. 840).
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the Agents at Ispahan to address a letter to the King, and CHAP T

to make a considerable present to one of the chief officers, 1626-27.
for his influence, to get the contract with the English placed
on the same terms as that with the Dutch, by representing that
though the English had, for years, been exposed to the
trouble of opening the Persian trade by sea, to the Euro-
peans, the Dutch were deriving the whole benefit. Under
these circumstances, the Agents at Ispahan assured the Court,
that, conformably to their instructions, they would continue
the trade in Persia ; but that it would be ﬁecessary to send
them large supplies of cloth and tin, from England, to en-
able them to counteract the Dutch, in the market. In this
the Company received three hundred Tomands, or s£900,

year,
as their moiety of the customs at Gombroon,

(1)....Lctter from ihe Agentand Council at Ispahan to the Court, 19th May and 14th

Jane 1628,
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1627-28.

Tur. Company’s affairs in England, m the scason 1627-28,
were necessarily affeeted, by the delays of the States General
in granting redress for the losses sustained at Amboyna, and
in bringing the perpetrators of the massacre to justice. The King,
at this juncture, not having been able to obtain supplies from his
Parliament,  untortunately for himself, had recourse to the
expedients of Joans and ship-money ;5 but he had not been
inattentive to the complaints of the East-India Company, who,
by memorial, at this time, stated, that their Agents at Jaccatra
had not only been refused their proportion of the pepper and
spice trade, but even necessary provisions ; that they had hecn

lrl N N ‘ . ., . . .
obliged to resort to ihe hazardous ex yedient of  retiring to
] g

Lagundy or Prince Charles's Istand, the ushcalthiness of which
had compelled them to retarn to Batavia and that, now, their
circumstances had become so desperate, that unless the King
interposed his authority with the States, their factors would be
compelfed to relinquish this pact of the Bast-India trade

altogether.

{n

(U=—Mumurial of the East-India Cowpany to King Charles L 162y, (MSS. in
the Indiau Repister Othiee, Nu. 79-1.)
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e reign of King James, the delays of

In the last year of th
g redress to the sufferers at

the States General, in grantin

Amboyna, had been anticipated, and events now proved, that

well founded . —this Sovereign had ordered the

Lord High Admiral to intercept the Dutch East—Im?ia ships,
and to bring them into an Eng}ish port, to be detained till I:edress |
should be given. In this year three large Dutch East-lndlanfxe,n,
from Surat, had put into Portsmouth, where they were detained
till orders were sent to Sir Isaac Wake, the King’s Ambassador

at the Hague, to explain the reason of this seizure, and to require

redress; letters, also, were written by LOI'd. Conway, Secretary
of State, to the Dutch commander, explaining the cause of the
protection to bimself, his

detention, and promising, pot only :
officers, and crews, but security to the cargoes, txl.l the event of
the remonstrance to the Gtates should be known :—the Dutch

officer however, either im
of the evasions wh
attempted to clude this embargo;
ships. This produced & second 1

explaining, ¢hat should a Wwar between th
(;onsequence of this and force be necessary, he must

be made responsible.

this resolution, applied to
be friendly towards
d been compelled to detai
he had in vain solicited.

this opinion was

patient ander the restraint, or secretly

informed ;ch the States intended to practice,
informe ' .
and to put to sea with his

etter from Lord Conway,

¢ two countries be the

rashness,

The English Ambassador, agreeahly to
the States, and declared the King’s
them, but that, in duty to his

intentions 10 ] i
n the ships, to obtan

subjects, he ha

that redresss which, for years,

These
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should be ob-
tained.
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These public events, account for the Company’s equipment,
for the scason 1627-28, being on areduced scale, consisting only
of two ships and a pinnace. The Court of Dircctors were
sensible, that so small a ficet would give an opportunity to their
cnemies in England, to impress the public with an opinion, that
the trade was cither on the decline, or that the Company were not
conducting it, in a manner calculated to preserve it, and there-
fore assigned their reasons tor this small cquipment to be, that
they had numerous vessels in India, which, from the obstruc-
tions they had experienced, from the Dutch, as well as from the
state of their funds, had heen uncmployed in those seas ;—that,
though the ships were few, the stock intended to be sent on
them, would be large, and would amount, in money and goods,
to between . £60,000 and £70,000 ;—and that from these sums,
they hoped to freight all their ships home, richly laden, next

season,®

r .
rhougll, in 1627-28, no dircct communications from Su-
RA D . . )
T, PERrsia, or MasuLIPATAM, appear fo have heen received
by

1)—L .
(1)—Letters from Lord Conway to the Datch Commander at Portsmouth, 1gth and 22d

September 1627,

Letter from Lord Conway to Sir Isaac Wake, Ambassador at the
Hague, 21st October 1627. (East. India Papers in the State Paper Office, Nos. 76 aud 77).
———Declaration relative to the three Dutch ships arrested at Portsmouth, (No. 131 ).~ Rea-
:::l::yltﬁl;exi:;t-l(r:ia Corf)pany do not send as many Ships this year to India, as fofmerly,

. . - (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 75.)=—— MSS. in the
Indian Register Office, marked D. P., No. 129.
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cil of BaTavia repre-

by the Court, the President and Coun
s on both

portance of increasing the exchange

sented the im
as the only effectual method

coasts of the Peninsula of India,
of recovering a proportion of the pepper and spice trade.
This opinion they communicated in p
mended, that by every ficet for Surat, money, to the amount

of a hundred thousand rials, should be sent, to be invested in

Surat cloths, for Java and t

recise terms, and recom-

he Southern markets, and three

hundred thousand rials, annually, as stock, to Masulipatam

and the Coromandel Coast, to be invested in cloths, for the
because such cloths could be sold with advan-

stations, and at Batavia, alone, might
which would yield a profit of

same destination,
tage at all the Southern
be invested In pepper and spices,

six hundréd thousand rials.
This Presidency next reported the continued measures

of the Dutch to ruin the Company’s trade in Java and

Sumatra, and to exclude them from exchanges in all the

Southern stations (China, Cambodia, Siam, and Japan);—
that, In Batavia, they had received the Court’s instruc-
tions to attempt the revival of the English trade at Ban-
tam, and though its King had invited them to return,
they had not sufficient stock, at this time,
the trade ;—that, however, they had held several conferences

with the Dutch General, Carpentier, and their Fiscal, Specx,
¢, but could only obtain evasive answers from
)

Dutch fleet and forces were besieging Bantam,

to re-commence

on the subjec
them ;—that the

and yet they were determ
and
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ined to send three ships to this port,.
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CHAP. 1. ‘ '
kil and should the Dutch obstruct their landing, or attempting the
gt

*1627-28
12/ -28, trade N . . .
wle, they proposed to protest for damages, and to order the

Slflps to leave the port in ballast ;—that Van Coens, the author
of all their late sutferings, was preparing to return to Europe,
n)ml 'h;ul, at a visit of ceremony which he paid to the English
President and Council on his departure, advised them not to
attempt the trade at Bantam, as it could only bring on fresh
rrtllll»lf-s between the two nations.  Connected with this event,
the Dutch historians  afford an evidence, which strongly
marks the decided resolution of the States General, and bof
Th(- I)u't('h Fast-Tndia Company, to wave, not ()n,ly grant-
mg  redress to the sufferers at A e . .
compensation to the English, for mhnyn'a.,. but,‘ in gcn(ixa],
| glish, for the series of oppressions
1,"‘)' had endured ; for they sent out, a second time, Van
oens, to be the Dutch Governor  Geners: : ™
the preceding evidenee in Burope .(l -(:(nu.ll, .thorlgh, from
Ssurope, and in the Indies, it had been
proved, that Carpentier was only the active promoter of that
;))"*"(""» which Van Coens had devised, for consolidating the
l"f("l! M.n'urmgnt)' and monopoly in the Indies, and excluding
fﬂlt:.l&n.ghsh from any participation in the trade, notwithstanding
u;‘n’ll‘;g'ht had been established, by the treaty of 16190
1C8¢ rener: . .
of the F,nwl':(’l;:_':l‘l- |’r"(‘(‘(‘(il!l%;‘s of the Dutch affected the minds
g ish President and his Couneil to so great a degree, that
notwithstanding their obedience to the ¢ ,é b a degree, TR
the trade at Bantam, and ¢ o the Court's orders, fo ationp!
them from Prince (‘;l.d.ll“-,’,tho great mortality which had driven
‘harles’s Island, they again formed the plan

of

(')-—Valcnt 1

1 Oud e .

y d en Nicuw Oost Indien, vol. iv pages 270, 2577 im
) b y 441> ﬂlld JU/.
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of returning, and fixing on som
which, from observation, they

Lagundy,
as the island afforded the finest

be fortified at a small expence,
g houses and fortifications, of any country in

they would only adopt, if they
ve the trade of Bantam; but, at

stone, for buildin
India. This plan, however,

failed in the attempt to revi

either of those stations, they inte
Maccassar, to the Chief of which, they had delivered King

Charles’s letter, which had been honorably received. They also
intended again fo attempt a trade to Japan, and requested a

letter from the King t0 the Emperor, asking his protection ; and

also a trade with China,
from the jealousy of that people;
ain to try the practicability of a trade to Siam,

because the commodities of those coun-

nded to open a trade with

though they anticipated difficulties

and it would be worth an ex-

periment, ag
Cambodia, and Pegu,
tries would facilitate the project of a trade to Japan.(¥

(,)_—General Letters from the English President and Council at Batavia to the Court,

July and 28th October 162, (Nos. 840, 850).

19th

voL. L
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e station on the main land of CHAP. L
) —
had discovered might 1627 -28°
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1628-29.

Ig the cir i
IrCums ‘hi i
| ) mstances in which Charles was placed, in the
wo first vears of his roi
. vears of his reign, tended to lower his influence with
t l(b | v 1 34 v LIy M M
wopean powers, particularly with the States General, from
whom, : . ion for injuri ’ cs
m, alone, compensation for injuries, or redress of grievanc
A ) ; Bt b
CO' { s g (YAS €3 o 1 y
td be expected, or obtained, for the London East-India Com-
pany, his situation, > ye ¥
‘ ' ation, in the year 1628-29, hecame more cmbar-
rassing.  The i Spitl
i g. The war with Spain had been unfortunate; the dis-
utes wi ‘rance
2 s with France not less so; the resources, obtained by the
rown, from loans al 1 e
, Joans, had failed, and a Parhament had been
sunn i —this ass 1 :
| noned :—this assembly, instead of granting supplies, em-
ployed itself, as a previous step, in frami it " Ri
}? | , as a previous step, in framing a Petition of Rights,
which h it pass
, though it passed hoth houses, was cvaded by the King,
i . Parhi
and the Parliament was prorogucd.
T} i
Ihese ©events wi ]
public events will account, n some degree, for the
roceedings of the L i
! igs of the London East-India Company, who despair-
ing of obtaini
4 aining redress fr - S i
o g ess from the States General, brought their
vances . ¢ i i 7
d under the consideration of the House of Com-
mons :— to this i |
s expedient the
‘ nt they were also le ¢
prejudices against monopolies \31' i } o by popt
Tanm s which, at this time, prevai
The Private Traders, or Int l’ o e
of the opportanity ul :l iterlopers, had availed themselves
» : when dangerous politi i 1
angerous political questions were agl-
’ tating

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

tating, to mask their projects,

freedom of trade, and sought,
ing claims, which they we

in the spirit of party,
re not entitled to assert,
ir property, as individuals, or by any real advantages
me could bring to the nation. Under such diffi-
g redress from the Dutch, and depressed by
the Company presented a memorial to the
stating, that the failure of the spice trade,
hich they had experienced, in opening a
andel Coast, had almost driven

of forward
either by the
which their sche
culties in obtainin
internal opponents,
House of Commons,

and the difficulties W

trade in piece goods, on the Corom
them from their factories ;—that though these difficulties had

ative powers, they were principally owing
¢ Dutch, whose oppressions they were
ntry within their limits ;—that the
a trade to the realm, had been great,

partly arisen from the n
to the opposition of th
encing in every cot
ages of the East-Indi

advant
the Company having employed ]
.—that their

of the British commerce;

ployed two thousand five hundred seamen ;—that

heir exports of British staples (woollen, tin, &c.)
o the useful arts, but to

en an encouragement t
of Eastern produce (spices,

e articles in the home

experi
arge sums to establish this branch

ships carried ten thousand

tons, and em
the value of t

had not only be
agriculturc ;—that their imports
silks, &c.) had lowered the prices of thos

ncouraged English merchandize,

market, and had e
for cargoes to the Mediterranean, and to the

and furnish-

ed assortments
East-land or Russia trade.
founded on facts,

made an impression on the House of Cominons, had 1
Qo2 events

would probably have

This memorial,
ot the
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cv ofor
;mTts .n fc |‘rc‘d to, and the prorogation of Parliament, prevented
the subject from being taken into consideration.

”..ld Charles been in more prosperous circumstances, than
‘}‘NN' ‘m which his disputes with his Parliament had - placed
h‘“"’ it is not improbable, that this application of the London
.(,m"_lm"“\' to the House of Commons would have involved them
in .(hxputvs with the Crown, from which all their grants, {rom
their establishment, had issued; yet the King's authority was
exerted to obtain redress from the States, and no notice taken of
the Company’s application to the House of Commons, or of
the Duteh Indiamen being detained, to guaranty the redress the
King had solicited. S
' (I)t this resolution of the King, the States Gieneral appear to
;‘lll‘( " u'l sensible,  from their offering a laboured detence of the
delays which had ocearred, in hringing to justice the persons who
had heen accused of the massacre at Amboyna ; in which they
urged, that the detention of the ships would vetard, rather than
:f‘:(‘('lk'l':l'tv. their decision ;—that they relied upon the treaties of
';H‘ndsllnp between the King and the States, and, on the basis of
;_( m, had appointed judges, to take cognizance of the husiness
N A.""’”)'"“a even before the parties had returned to Europe, and
I“‘:‘l'lﬂlls:y to the detention of the Duteh Surat ships at Portsmouth;
—that the delays had arisen fro s situatl . crdoes. w
had been otherwise m“‘“m‘“lll (t‘lu .;I(l'l.l;l(.)n()‘ the ']ll.(lg(s,‘\‘ht)
States, and from the ti . y mployed in the serviee of the

1 the time required to make translations of the
documents

(1}—"Petition
and Remoy . . . ‘
wtranee of the Fast - India Company to the Tlouse of Commons,

‘)l'iill(,’d ill 102 ! 1 ders s g f nuamerce, v -~
Y, rveferredt 1 ' ' 1 ( 1 }
’ Gl toog Al] l(. $0 ‘Il \1)!')’ O Jommerc e )l ll l) ges 4;')() 330
’ LIRS 4 Yo 8 sl T
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d ;—and concluded, that CHAP. 1.
N e

had been transmitte
y 1628-29,

which, in value, far exceeded an

d, could only tend to bring

documents which
the detention of the ships,
hich could be expecte
d would excite animosities in Holland,
¢t affect the decision of the judges; or, if a war
nce, though the King might, at any time,
Dutch East-Indiamen, yet, from
greater evils would ensue to

compensation W
ruin on the owners, all

which migh
should be the conseque
e homeward-bound

ce in the Indies,
those for which they were now

seize on th
the disparity of for
the London Company;

seeking redress.
This statement was

than

followed by a letter from the Dutch Duteh ships

released, on
if condition

dated 23d Jul)’ 1628, prOpOSing‘, that Commi
1 LAOMmmi3-

Ambassadors to the King,
pecial Ambassadors sioners
should be

hould be released, that s
puties from the Dutch East-India 15;:(‘1 to Eng-

hefore the ensuing

the three Indiamen s

from the States General, and De
d be sent into England,

Company, shoul
« should be done on the

September ; and that speedy justice
¢ pusiness of the judgment at Amboyna.”’

This proposal appears to have been acce
\at certain persons, who were on hoard the Dutch

condition, t!
ships should remain 1n England, to be examined by the Privy
s
ain the facts respecting the trans-

Council, as evidences, to ascert
actions at Amboyna; and if the Dutch Ambassadors should
his condition, an order of Council would be issued, for

s from the embargo. That this compliance
¢ the East-India Company, of obtain-
Lord Conway, a3 Secretary of State, by the

King’s command, addressed 2 Jetter to the Privy Council, stating
his

ded to, on the

accede to t
liberating the ship
might not depress the hopes 0

ing compensation,
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his determinati
rming -
nation to afford to them his protection and enco
+ : u-

ragement.

) g ‘ A )(IS\"

I'thi()ll, can
' 1¢ to IJ("‘({()' ! [
1, l’CtOl‘(‘ S
> .l)t.(‘,llll)(‘l' 1628 y & P
5 d.l')d the

nion of Sir Jol IRTR )
i € Lo Cl:n (':()LL (‘)n the subject, in a letter addressed, by
R ‘ way, .bccrcmry of State, will afford the most
ot ¢ (I:V of tl‘w husiness that can he given. Sir John Coke

d to Lord Conway, his own, and Lord Dorchester’s opi-

nion * that tl
. the .
Lords at London should send for the East-

(X3

“

(X4

(13

(19

¢

(X3

(X3

€€

(13

(13

(%1

refuse to send

H ’

obtained an audi
audienc < . .
nce, twice, in eighteen months, and that there
)

their eviden-
ces 1o Hol-
land,

1: A .
:)'ld]'.-l, (’“"(‘Pillliv, and acquaint them w the letter we 1 writt
w);m::ol:"lu’ comaundement to the Ambassadors of the Statcs,
ot you -dshi
should pci'swr-ullz”((lmnp‘ hath the copic; that, theruppon, they
the case of A‘,, hoi 1e Companic to send over the witnesses in
tion, but that tll:(fmd‘. not by way of comaundement or direc-
o hee oxani ‘(y might wflont:u-ily go, and psent themselves
wanted infor .“., N). ax neither the States might jitend they
- . ol lll-d(l()ll in the cause, nor his Made bee f)judiced
witu(l':(m'ut}“‘ submission to a foreine justice. :BeSi(‘lCS the
PSNCS, 1 are .
the Bible 'l"(:l}:]“uI; s::cmil”y to be required to send over
’ ¢« o 0ooke., ¢
alll)h(‘au'(-d, under the l:t’m‘::ldo;)ﬂtl;: (loc‘tl'mcnts’ th:]‘d)yl )
they protested their i : ¢ parties exceuted, that
the hands of lmbllem::::-( ”""'('i w* some attestation, uneer
hands.” n, that the writings were their

To this, 1
1OW 3
» however, the Company objected, because hav-

was
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1 the late treaty with the Dutch, compelling them

d over agents to Holland. ¢
the equipments for the season

was no article 1

(the Company) to sen

Under these circumstances,
s, the destination of which was,

1628-29 consisted of five ship
ree, for the trade with

ade with India, and th
the estimated amount of
ded to embark on them, cannot be

petition of the Directors to
port £60,000 in gold
o of the ships des-

two, for the tr

Persia ; and though
which it was inten

merchandize, and

money,
it appears, from a
t they proposed to ex
n, or bullion, on tw
it may be inferred, that the

have been considerable :

traced,
the King, tha
and silver, foreign col
tined to Persia, and, therefore,

barked on the whole fleet must
o farther presumed, from the Court having, at the

received information that their factory had
ntam, the King of which had addressed
King Charles, which His Majesty
sting protection to his sub-

value em
—this may b
close of the season,
1 re-established at Ba
nd sent presents, tO
y his answer, reque
sorting to his country-

bee
a letter, a
acknowledged b

jects resident in, or re
The Dutch Ambassadors were alarmed at
- sht have on the King of Bantam,

the delivery of the King’s letter m
by

the effect which

nces between the English and Dutch East-India

rations touching the Differe
No. 82).—— Letter from

(East-India Papers in the
ing, 13-23 July 162
dent of the Council,
cil, 3d September 1628.——
(East—lndia Papers in the

(1)-~Conside
State Papert Office,

g,— Original
6th Angust 1628.—~——
Original

Companies, 1628
Letter from Lord

the Dutch Ambassadors to the K
Conway to the Earl of Marlborongh, Presi

Original Letter from Lord Conway to the Privy Coun

u Coke to Lord Conway 4th September 1628.
y —— Reasons why the East-India Company object to

Letter from Sir Job
(East-India Papers in the No, 136).

er Office, Nos. 80, §1, 82
State Paper Office,

State Pap
send over Commissioners t0 Holland.
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by mduci i
Mif)iy l]““ t a)
8 o make ; R
against the Dutel |\ v more vigorous and protracted defence
' : ch; and submitted s Prive (O .
fetter was an infrin to the Privy Council, that this
D gement of the tred C 1 .
English were | : ¢ treaty of 16195 by which the
ound to assist the Dutch, in defrayi
b('“('(‘ “f th(‘ ﬁi(‘¢t~ ' * ’ L ae rdylng the ex-
- sicge of Bantam, and were to enjoy the half of the
pper procured
! .l || procured at that port ; and, therefore, requested ¢hat
Tus letter fr < ‘ B '
o rom King Charles to the King of Bantam might not
¢ delivered to the E i o
: v Rast-India C - op s
ulia Company, or, if it had been

delivere at it nn
ed, that it might be withdrawn. ©

r
Fhe opini :
nmon of the Presidene rQ .
Presidency of  SURAT, In the preced

mg seasc at a lar
g season, that a large stock should be sent to that port, and

Masulip:
’ ) l.t' ne . M
patam, to cnable the factors to make purchases of cloth,

.‘m.d other Indian articles, suited to the trade in pepper and
‘;P“?"S, and the destination of a large proportion of the fleet for
":l::td an‘dI Persia, mentioned in the home transactions, con-

: ! e '
Pvrsmnu::;l:dt‘]u,' Court’s ‘formcr intentions to perseverc in the
e “.l(,, Td(:couut for the measures which the President
1cil of Surat adopted in tlus scason. They grzmtcd a

cominission to Captain S
Captain Swanley, who was appointed commander
of

(1)—MSS. in the Indi ,
in the Tndian Register Office, marked D. P. No. 129.— Petitivn of

the East-lndi p g
ast- v Compan S ! i

pany to the King, ftor licence to export £00,000, in Soin an
, ’ ” ¢

Ballion, 2
. 23d March 1028-- : .
Lotter ok V1028-29.  (Fast-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 85.)——
’ ing Charle LK . oC . 85.

§ iles to the King of  Bantam, 24th March 1628-29. (l{ast—[ndia
Letter from the Dutch Ambassador to the

ftice,

Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 86.)

Pll\’)’ Cu (.] re ¢ ¢ ~
unc A H l'V [0 e} 1 ] l t ] d
u, lnl wve t lh Bilut; m '.l ri.\db ( “'lS I i
. Ld ndia ldpcl‘s 1 [h" Slﬂt(, [l[

No. 137.)

-
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of a fleet of five ships, t0 proceed to the Persian Gulf, to act
ndeavour to revive and increase

¢ Portuguese, and to e
The terms upon which the English at

ul government, were favorable for

against th
the trade to Persia.

Surat were with the Mog
ze, for Captain Swanley was ordered to take

been appointed by -the Mogul to pro-
e King of Persia, on board his
subjects in his suite,

such an enterpri

Kherat-Khan, who had

s Ambassador to th
him, and the Mogul
Captain Swanley was farther

e vessels which he might meet

ceed as hi
ship, and to treat

with attention and respect.
eize on all Portugues
in the first instance,
that port, he shoul
any force in the neighbour-

dor and his suite at

ordered to s
on: his voyage, and,
ues :—if, on reaching
at the Portuguese had
after landing the Ambassa
to attack them in that quarter.
ed the mercantile and naval purposes of his voy-
rsia, he was to return to the Malabar
Dabul, and there seize on any
Decan, or to ports not
t of the prize-

to go direct to
Jasq d obtain infor-
mation, th

hood of Ormus,

Jasques, he was immediately

Having effect
age in the Gulf of Pe
nd go down as far as
ng to the Coast of the
vernment ; one sixth par
n and ship’s Crews, and the

Coast, a
vessels belongi
ect to the Mogul Go
o belong to the captal
ied to the Company’s ac

of the Agents in PERSIA, thi
of the Court into effect,

rds; but in the
advices

subj
money t
remainder to be carr

The proceedings

ing the commercial instructions
ascertained from the Company’s Teco

Pp

count. ®
s season, in

carry
cannot be

voL. 1.
nd Council of Surat to the Court, 12th December 1628.

}—Letter from the President 2

(
(No. 862).

289

CHAP. I.
b S
1628-29.

State of the
trade in
Persia.



290

CHAP. 1.
\‘\N’
1628-29.

Armagon

fortified, and
the factory at
Masubpatam

reaLoved o,

ANNALS OF THE HONONABLE

advices from Gombroon to Surat, it is stated, that the trade
had been materially injured, by the conduct of the Mogul
Ambassador, who had, under the name of presents to the Persian
Court, carried to Ispahan, two-thirds of the goods which came
on the fleet, by which the payment of customs at Gombroon
had been evaded, and the Company’s proportion of them ma-
terially diminished.

Among the expedients to which the Englisﬂh President
and Cowuncil at Batavia had resorted, for recovering from the
commercial embarrassments under which had they been placed,
was the fixing a station at ARMAGON, on the Coromandel
Coast, in the year 1625-26. It was not intended, at that time,
to render Armagon an independent  station, but an agency
subordinate to MasuLiraram; a piece of ground, therefore, had
been purchased from the Naig, on which a factory had been

x 'S
crected, and ordnance mounted to protect the Company's
natives,

pl‘O'

perty, and their servants, from the depredations of the

and of the Dutch.
This expedient appears, from the report of the Agents,

- - b - y S
to have been persevered in, and, notwithstanding variou

oppositions, they had succeeded in fortifying the factory; @

precaution which was rendered more necessary, by the op-
pressions which the Euglish factors at Masulipatam, were
expericncing from the native Governor of that port. To such
a height had those oppressions been carricd, that it was T€-

solved,

. ' . 20th
(1)—Letter from the Agent at Gombroon to the President and Council at Surat, 20U

February 1628-29.  (No. 803).

EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 291

solved, on consultation (11th September 1628), to embark the CHAP. I
Company’s property and servants, and to abandon the factory 1&‘;8:—29
at Masulipatam, and proceed to Armagon : — this measure was
accordingly carried into effect, on the 27th September 1628,

leaving at Masulipatam one of the factors, only, to recover debts.

On quitting this port, the Agent sent a remonstrance to the
Governor, stating that his exactions had been so arbitrary,

and his obstructions to trade, so great, that the English had no

other alternative, but to ahandon their factory, to which they

would not return, on any other condition, than that of re-

ceiving a grant of trade from the King of Golcondah, in whose
dominions Masulipatam was situated. @

Though no information can be collected in this season of English Pre-

. . . sident and

the circumstances which induced the English President and Council 2t

. Batavia re-
Council at BaTavia to accept of the offers of the King of moveto
Baptam.

Bantam, to permit the re-establishment of the English factory,
this event has been ascertained to have taken placeg early in
1628, by the letter from the King of Bantam to King Charles,
accompanied with presents, and the answer of the King, re-
questing protection for his subjects at Bantam; and this fact
prepares us equally for the measures of the Court, regarding
Bantam, and the communications from that port, which will

occur in the subsequent seasons. @

. Pp2

{1)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked B. 1, bound, pages 169 to 200.
(2)—Letter from King Charles to the King of Bantam, 24th March 1628-29.  (bast-

Tndia Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 86).
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1629-30.

TuEe domestic situation of the London East-India Company,
in 1629-30, furnishes only a continuation of the circumstances by
which it was affected, in the preceding year. The Directors, at
that time, had made an application to the House of Commons,
for the general support of their trade, and, at the same time,
were looking to the King, for information of the measures which
the States General were to take, to force the Dutch Company
to comply with the subsisting treaty between the two nations ;
and to obtain a judicial decision by the Commissioners, who
had been appointed to examine the mutual disputes of the two
Companies ; the one for wrongs sustained, and the other, for
delaying, #f not refusing, to grant compensation.

The petition which the Company had, in the preceding
year, presented to the House of Commons, had not been taken
into consideration, ‘before the prorogation (1629-30), but was
lost sight of, when the Parliament was dissolved :—the Dutch
ships, also, had been liberated, and the redress expected in
England became hopeless, and the evasions in Holland, con-
firmed.

Notwithstanding these distressing circumstances, the Com-
pany determined, in this season, to equip four ships for Persia,
but not to send any ships to India, and to rely on the return of

those

those in the Indian Seas. m

. 293
EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

From the stock, however, which C\H’A\I:_Ij
ed to send, there is evidence that, though they 1629-30.
he trade In Persia, they were, at

r factories in India, with

they propos
were determined to push t

the same time, resolved to furnish thet <t . L
stock, for retrieving, and, if possible, regaining, their proportio
b

t trade. :
e d continued grant of the Crown, hy Company pe-

igl ition the
Under the original an 7 tition

¢ n exclusive King fora

which King James conferred on the Company a rﬁ““’w‘},’ of
3 1 their charter
it had been uniformly the practice, to e 23 c0

ast-Indies

trade to the E 1 ’ . . sl
1 1 » t 1 aiLprivi

obtain a licence to export silver bullion, or comn, to a certain Oens. privile

amount per annum :—the Company,. o.n this ground, by peti-
tion to the King, prayed for permission to exp?rt #£80,000
in silver bullion and coin, and #£40,000 in gold, -m each yea.r,,
and that the exclusive right to the trade of India and Pers1.a
might be renewed and confirmed, by a new gra.nt. dhe appli-
cation to the House of Commons, last season, did not appear to
have created any prejudice in the King, against the Company ;
for Sir John Coke, Secretary of State, by a reference, dated
5th October 1629, to the Attorney General, informed him,
that the King was disposed to renew the grant of the sole trade
of the Indies to the London Company, with the additional
right to export yearly, #£80,000 in silver, and £40,000 in
gold, and directed him to prepare a warrant for the King’s
signature, to this effect; and also a separate warrant, au-
thorizing them to export £10,000 in gold, as part of the

&£40,000,

(1)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked D. P. No. 129.
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pany intended to dispatch to Persia. ™

-

The circumstance, in the preceding season, of the Ambassa-
dor from the Mogul to the King of Persia, having proceeded
to his destination, on board onc of the English ships, com-
manded by Captain Swanley, explains the degree of protection
which the Presidency at Surar were receiving from the Mogul,
who now considered the Company’s ships as the most cfficient
force which he could employ against the Portuguese, with
whom he was at war. To obtain this assistance, he granted a
Phirmaung to the English, which was delivered to the Pre-
sident at Surat, on the 5th April 1629, authorizing them to
make reprisals on all Portuguese ships, both at sea and in port,
within his dominions, and intimated, that he would require the
assistance of the English ships in the following scason. In
communicating this information, the President and Council
requested, that large supplies, both of stock and shipping,
might be sent, to enable them to improve their trade at Surat,
and to exccute this service, should it he required. In conse-
quence of this encouragement, they had dispatched all their
ships for Europe, with full and rich cargoes ; but great supplies

of

(1)—Petition of the East-India Company to King Charles I, in 1629, and refe-

rence of Sir John Coke to the Attorney General, dated 5th October 1629. (East-India
Papers in the State Puaper Office, No. 88))

EAST-[NDIA COMPANY.

of stock would be necessary next season, to invigorate the trade,

as they had entered into contracts for cloth at Ahmedabad,

Broach, Brodera, and Surat, which, with the interest, would
amount to s£100,000. ¥

In the year 1628-29, the factory at ARMAGON had been
established and fortified ; and, though exposed to opposition from
ihe Dutch, and extortion by the Naig, it had effectually resisted
both, and was the retreat to which the oppressions of the
aative Governor of Masulipatam had obliged the Er,d;sh factors
at that port to retire. In this year, Armagon is described to be
defended by twelve pieces of cannon, mounted round the .fac-
and by a guard of twenty-three factors and soldiers.

tory, ) )
The Agent at Masulipatam had embarked with the Company’s

property, for this station, having first protested against the
H

- extortions to which the English had been subjected, and de-

clared that he would not return to Masulipatam, unless a

Phirmaund should be obtained from the King of Golcondah, for

the protection of the English. . |
Before proceeding to Armagon, the ships lay off Masulipa-

. W
t for several months, in expectation that the Governor
bam,

d accede to the proposals of the Agents; but finding that

to be obtained, they sent in a remonstrance,

woul
po vedress was
in still more spirited terms, !
be made of the debts and losses of the Company, at that port,

declaring that, unless payment should

th amount of 53,618 pagodus, thcy would make roprisuls
to the . e Derever

DS . of the King of Golcondah, whereve
on the ships and good.s of t & s

—_A\X 1 ! 1t a "] ! (,O‘J H 27 L 4 1 )

1 ( ens dl IK}K [¢) he 51 t an 1 CO“I]C]I i SUl 1t to ‘1\( \
AT ter fr m t Preblden anc { L LS4}

( } !

1629. (No. 607):
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they might be found :—this remonstrance producing no effect,

1629-30. the ships sailed to Armagon; and the Agents stated to the

Company's
factory re.
established
at Bantam,

English President and Council at Batavia, that the fortifi-
cations at Armagon must be increased, a stronger guard
kept up, and supplies of military stores sent, otherwise the
place would not be tenable ; but that the charges of such an
establishment would be less expensive than the presents for tem-
porary indulgencies, which they were constantly obliged to pay,
and that tl‘ trade at this port would be profitable, if the factory
was in a state of security. @

The English factory having been re-established at BaNTaM,
it hecomes interesting to observe the circumstances of that
scttlement, at the period of the re-opening of the trade. The
Pangran, or King of Bantam, was, at this time, at war with
the Materam, or Emperor of Java, and had heen obliged to con-
clude a peace with the Dutch, but had stipulated with the Eng-
lish to defend the port by sea:—these hostilities had prevented
the cultivation of pepper, and disappointed the expectations of
the President and Council at Bantam, of trade in this article ;—
the war, however, in Java, had facilitated the re-establishment
of the Lnglish factory at Bantam, because the Dutch, who, for

solong a time, had opposed this event, were fully occupied by
the

(1) ~General Letter from the President and Council at Bantam to the Court,
28th October 1629. (MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked B 1, bound, pages 200 to

207) Protest delivered to the Governor of Masulipatam, 22d May 1629. (MSS. in the Indian

Letter from the Agent at Armagon to

Register Office, marked B 1, bound, page 207).

the President and Council at Batavia, 25th June 1629, (B 1, bound, page 224).

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,
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the Materam of Java, who had besieged Jaccatra with an CHAP. I
army of eighty thousand men, and who, though repulsed by 1629-30.

Van Coens, from the fortifications being strong, and the gar-
rison numerous, was still in the field, and preparing for a

new attack, @

(1)—General Letter from the President and Council of Bantam to the Court, 28th
October 1629, (No. 868.)
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1630-31.

r .

Tuy d‘lssoluti(m of Parliament having left the King withont
re'sourc?s, for supporting the war against France and Spain, he
W;IS‘ obliged to conclude a peace with those nations, at the crisis
::}::) the powcr' of Europe was balanced between them, and
| 1, .[)(,lllill)s, in a greater degree than at any former period
:]lc weight of England in the scale, in favor of the one, or 0;

v ' ’

} 1¢ other, would have given it the preponderance. The King,
IOW?VCI‘, was unable to assuine, in his fleets or armies, that
warlike attitude, by which alliances are upheld, or encroach-
ments on national rights prevented, ui\d this hard situation was
the' trufz cause of the rise of the factions in England, which
Zl)llg;d its sovercign to accede to the treaties of peace, and in-
uced both France and Spair ‘ 1
English prisoners, which lis*ﬂ:n:'(: Shew’ ﬂfat mdl?lg:ence i

| . ssened the national dislike at both,
:m‘d turned it against the irregular levies of moncy, to which the
King was obliged to resort, to supply his treasury.

These ev‘cnts explain the decline of the influence of England,
on the contmﬁentul powers, particularly on the States General,
whose connexions with England were alone implicated in the

uestions . :
ql es mm,iregardmg the comparative rights of the Dutch and of
the London East-India Companies.

s the Speedwell, and the Hopewe

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

It would be foreign from the object of this Review, to go

beyond a general reference to the events 1
daily weakening the power of the Crow
o support the rights of a commercial

vert to the connexion between the
and against exclusive privileges to mercantile

It is, however, under these circumstances, that we

in this season, to trace the measures which the London
support their trade against so

at a crisis when they

n, to grant protection,

Company, farther than

ort
to ad prevailing prejudices

against prerogative,
bodies.
have,

East-India Company adopted, to
powerful a rival as the Dutch Company,

could derive support from the Crown,
posed to assemble, lest

neither nor from a Parlia-

ment, which the sovereign was not dis

and dangerous questions might a
in the preceding season.
Company took such

new rise, like those which
had led to a dissolution,
In 1630-31, therefore, the East-India

as were within their means, to uphold their

measures, only,
trade, without harrassing the King,
ference with the States General, for that re

now began to consider as hopeless .—the Directo
petition to the King, that having resolved to
continue their efforts to
dispatch six ships, of which

dress which they

rs, however, by

represented,
support their trade, the
four (the Mary, the Exchange,
1l) were consigned to their fac-
and the north part of India, and two (the Pals-
the Southern Islands,
in this flect, £30,000
rized to

y intended to

tors in Persia,
grave and the London) to Bantam and

and therefore prayed for licence to export,
their Patent, they were naot autho

Qq2

in foreign gold, as, by
export
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by applications for his inter- bullion.
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form a large Joint Stock :—mean time, they had resolved to CHAP. L
e —

CHAP. I export gold, without a special grant for that purpose. Thos i ight i
make every effort to improve the favorable light in which they 1630-31.

N e
1630-31.

Company's
trade at Surat
oppressed by
the Dutch,

petition was referred by Mr. Secretary Coke to the Attorney
General, directing him to prepare a warrant to that effect, for

the King’s signature.

The favorable circumstances in which the Presidency of
SuraT had been placed, in the preceding year, by the services
which their shipping had rendered to the Mogul, both in keeping
open his alliance with Persia, and in affording him assistance
in his war with the Portuguese, induced the Dutch, if they could
not, by artifice, weaken the connexions between the English
and the Mogul Government, to employ the mercantile scheme
of depressing the Company’s stock and credit. For this pur-
pose, they lowered the prices at their sales, and raised them in
their purchases ;—the Europe goods they sold at a great loss,
and gave such high prices for Indian produce, as rendered the
markets almost impracticable. By this expedient, they reduced
the funds of the Presidency, and obliged them to give up
the plan of forming new factories, on the Coromandel Coast.

These events led the Surat Presidency to represent the
_x‘la:_(_;essity of abandoning, altogether, the practice of particular
voyages, and of calling for new subscriptions in England, to

form

(1)—Petition of the East-India Company to the King, for licence to export s£30,000
in gold, with reference, by Mr. Secretary Coke, to the Attorney General, dated Hampton
Court, 24th October 1630. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 89). MSS.
in the Indian Register Office, marked D. P. No. 129.

_ had the advantage : — this actio

were held by the Mogul Government, and requested that rich
nd violet coloured cloth of gold might be sent, as a

scarlet a
present for the Mogul, which would be an inducement to his

great officers to purchase similar articles, the sales of which

would yield considerable profit.

On the arrival of the Company’s fleet of five sad, from
nd, in September 1630, on which large supplies had heen
the progress of the trade arose

Engla
embarked, a new obstacle to
from the Portuguesc. The Viceroy of Goa, in the month of

rcement from Europe, of nine ships

April, had received a reinfo
and two thousand soldiers, and projected the re-capture of the

Island of Ormus. His first measure was, an application to the

Governor of Surat, touse his influence with the Mogul, to expel

the English and Dutch from his dominions ; to admit the Por-
t; and to have the exclusive trade of that

tuguese to settle at Sura
but this application was rejected ;—his
e entrance of the English ships
Swally :—a sharp action ensued, between the English ships
‘ manded by Don Francisco

g decisive, the English ships
o was followed by frequent
e, the English still being able
y opposition, the Portuguese
o destroy the English ships,
glish vessels made good
the

port granted to them,

next project was, to prevent th

into
and the Portuguese fleet, com

Coutinho, in which, without bein

skirmishes, both at sea and on shor

to maintain their ground. Irritated b

Admiral made an ansuccessful effort t

hy fire : theresult again was, that the En

Company’s
ships attack-
ed by the
Portuguese
fleet at Swal-
ly, and in
the Gulf of
Persia,
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soldiers to proceed to Gombroon, to protect the English factory

(\TEJ the landing of their cargoes. Under these circumstances, the S e ann st it might e e b v 165051

1630-31. Presidency represented to the Directors, the absolute necessity Portuguese :—the trade, thus, suffered by the death of Shah
S

of sending out large equipments, to enable them to defend their . e accession of a new sovereign. The Portuguese
g i i, ’ Abbas, and th

houscs of trade and ships, against the superior force of the Por- Envoy had i himself into the favor of the Khan of
tuguese ; for though the Dutch, as well as the Euglish, were at St b given ot o ittt o o
war with this nation, no reliance could be placed on any assis- and had presented their petition to the King, for the restoration
of Ormus; while the English Agent, who had only been able
to procure a Phirmaund, authorizing him to purchase five hun-
dred load, or a thousand bales of silk, per annum, for two years,
i oo was of opinion, that, on the whole, the new King was well dis-

posed towards the English, and that, in more peaceable times,

tance which they would afford :—the urgency was the greater,
from e shipping having arrived from Bantam at Surat, and

from the naval power of the Portuguese being solely directed

This conduct of the Vicervy of Goa was only preparatory

: : . : o . v, i
to his project of reviving the influcnce of the Portuguese, in o might be rendered productive

The English trade on the Coromandel Coast, from the The factors
on the Coro-
. . i 162930 C
factors at Masulipatam having retired to Armacon, in 1629-30, man de1Cou

. d to thiS station. Ill thiS resettle at
had’ na great measure, been confine Masulip:tam,
ear. 1630-31, theAgent was obliged to return to MasuLiPATAM,
yeat, "

nd compelled to trade, under the licence of the Governor :—to
a .

Persia, and excluding the English from any hold on that court,
or any proportion in the trade. The English Agents in PErsIa,
had, at this time, obtained two Phirmaunds, allowing them to
bring silk from Ghilan to Ispaban ; but these Phirmaunds were
rendered incffectual, by a rebcllion which had taken place

. . . .. . : . : . g Agent had heen sent to make
against the new King of Persia, in which the stores of silk, in balance this disadvantage, another Age

i indiscrimi . ipolee, where the Coast goods
Ghilan, were exposed to an indiscriminate plunder by the rebels. an experiment for trade at Pettipolee, ' ' g )
i) : : i scasi as d at half the amount of duties paid at Masuli-
The loss of the Russia merchants, alone, on this occasion, w could be purchase ues
alc " sterling. ted. that it would be indispensable to re-
calculated to amount to =£45,000 sterling. patam ; but he reported, i ¢ onl
i i - shats at this portonly, a
The Phir- In Persia, on the death of the Sovereign, all contracts or settle a factory at Masulipatam, because, p Ys
inaunds for

, for the Southern factories, could be

he stated, that it would be neces-

trade in Per- - grants became void, unless confirmed by his successor, and, to this
sia rendered

vloidl b{blthle object, the Agents were directing their principal attention, but
deathof Shah

proper supply of Coast goods
purchased :—on the whole,

Abbas, could only, this scason, obtain an order for two hundred Persian

soldiers

(1)—General Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, 13th April
1630 and 6th January 1630-31,

sary

and at the Persian Camp before Bagdat,
(Nos. 889, 879).

(1)—Letters from the Agents at Gombroon,

30-31.
to the Court, 6th October 1630, and17th March 1620-3

L
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sary to strengthen the fortified factory at Armagon, by rein-
forcement of twenty soldiers, to resist the probable obstructions.
which the trade at Masulipatam and Pettipolee might experience
from the native Governors. The factors at Armagon had pro-
ceeded with their purchases, under a pressure on trade which
had arisen from the prevalence of a famine along the Coast, and
were, in future, agreeably to the Court’s orders, ta act un
instructions from the President and Council at Surat. ™

The circumstances of the re-established Agency at BANTAM,
in 1630-31, assumed a new character :—instead of holding the
rak of a President and Council, which they had continued to
retain, even during their residence at Batavia, they now took
the inferior rank of an Agency, and became subordinate to the
President and Council at Surat, to whom they were directed

to report on the expediency of maintaining a factory, either at
g Bantam with Coro-

der

Masulipatam or Armagon, for supplyin
mandel goods. In this new situation, they were allowed to draw
npon the Presidency of Surat, for money and goods sufficient
to purchase, annually, twelve hundred tons of pepper, and one
hundred tons of cloves.

The situation of Bantam, as an Agency, had been improved,
by the favorable manner in which they had been treated, bothby
the King, and by the natives, and from the circumstance of hos-
tilities, between the Materam of Java, and the Dutch at Batavia,

being rather suspended, than terminated.
» A change,

(1)—Geueral Letters fiom the Agents at Masulipatam and Armagon to the Court, 2d
Novewmber and 27th Dcecember 1636.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

A change,

Bantam’s dominions,
per. After the English had been expelled from Bantam, the

demand for this article had diminished, and as the sapplies of

provisions had not arrived, as formerly, the natives had been

obliged to employ themse
These products being found to yield greater profit

d, that Bantam could not furnish
nually, but fifteen hundred tons
and eight hundred, on the Coast

lves in the cultivation of rice and

sugar-canes.
than pepper; it wus estimate
more than five hundred tons an
might be procured at Jambee,

a —the trade at Macassar, however, was improving,

of Sumatr
ad been, this season, obtained

as two hundred tons of cloves h

from that station. ®

neil of Surat to the Agent and Council at Ban-
General Letter from the Agent and Council at
= General Letter from Surat to

(1)—Letter from the President and Cou

tam, 2¢th September 1630. (No. 34,)—

Bantam to the Court, 6th December 1630. (No. 897)

the Court, 6th January 1630-31.

at this time, had taken place in the King of CHAP. 1
which materially affected the trade in pep- 1630-31°
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1631-32.

Tar reparation for the wrongs sustained from the Dutch,
which had occupied the attention of the Company, for so
Jong a time, was lost sight of, in their domestic transactions, In
the year 1631-32. The relative situation of the King with the
European powers, more particularly with the States General,
from the recent events on the continent, and from the growing
strength of the factions in England, had rendered this subject as
obsolete, as unavailing :—in this year, therefore, we have only to
look at the measures of the Company, to recover their heavy
losses, and the expedients which they adopted, for preserving
the dircet trade hetween England and the East-Indies.

After calling in the balances of the old Subscriptions, which
were found to be inconsiderable, it became necessary to unite
them with a new Subscription, which amounted to £420,700,
and formed, what is known in the Company’s affairs under the
denomination of the Third Joint Stock, On this fund, seven
ships were equipped for this season ; but whether those ships
“.'(*rc intended to bring off, from their settlements, the con-
siderable investments described in the foreign transactions

of » precedi . — . .
the preceding year, or for invigorating their trade, cannot
be

Y

>

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

be ascertained, as the amount of the money, or merchandize,

embarked on the ships, is not specified. ®
The attention of the Court appears, in this season, to have

been directed to two objects ; the domestic administration of the

Company’s affairs, by a Governor, Committees, and Court of

Adventurers; and the
their trade, by the private traffic
board their ships, whose gains were asserted to exceed, in

pmviding against the encroachments on

of the officers and seamen, on

proportion, those of the Company.
On the first of these subjects, or the domestic administration
of the Company, the Court had hitherto proceeded on a body of

regulations, which had been formed at their first establishment,

and whiech had arisen out of the conditions inserted in their
frst and successive Charters ;—at this time, complaints were
made, that this Book of Orders had not been known, or under-
stood, by the body of the Generality, or Proprietors, and an
opinion was entertained, that new and shorter regulations might
be devised, particularly,

in office longer than one year,
Court of Committees, in administering oaths to any of the Com-
pt those, for whom forms of oaths had been

After long discussions, 1t was

to prevent the Governor from continuing

and to limit the powers of the

pany’s servants, exce
prescribed in the original Patents.

hat it would be dangerous to mak
as such alteration might create doubts,

under their Charter. @
Though

marked D. P. No. 120.—— Sir Jereny

resolved, t e any alteration in

the Book of Orders,
respecting the powers of the Company,

Rr2

(1)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office,
8ambrooke’s Report on the East-India Trade.

(2)—Report on the Proceedings of a
May 1631. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 04).

General Quarterly Court of Adurers, 11th
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Thoug - ]
wugh the next subject, or the private traflic of the Com-

()‘3() .) ] l)all V’L‘ 1
t . )thc( l‘s l‘e( i ® * 3 H 1 i I
]- ’ > ( ’ ]ll” ('(l (¢ g u]cl‘ l()l], tll(’ (hS(/qu ons on i.t 3 ](,(l

Kivg's Pro-
clamation
aganst the
PrivineTrade
of the Com-
pany’s cth-

Cers,

to a more g i vV (Y
> generd oh} or
aener (ll (111(/.5(’,1011, or f'l(,‘ llil,ZﬂI‘(lS to v lliCll f]l y, were
’

(](\I‘A . . . . . » -

- n t()l’ '

the King, *¢ for restraini
g, ** for restraining the excess of the private or clandestine

T .
rade, carrie , .
» caurried on, to and from the Kast-Indies, by the officers

(X3

' e (/() { !N hi y i
)l « b S Ill[). . J }ll;‘ ]. 1( (‘l:tlllﬂ

!‘lll'lliill S ‘ 1 ‘ T'CS 1 1 t
h € ‘hC (33} ¢ C ‘t 3 1 i y
NNy C( TCle ‘mati )

which the Comp: i
¢ Company were permitted to export to, and import

> l](llC: ll](() <‘ ") e M v *

X3

11

(X}

€<

[ X3

(%3

(19

¢

(X3

149

(44

(43

(¥4

113

and drapery (br \
: hroad-¢ ' tor.  safl;
.y pery (broad-cloths, &c.), pewter, saffron, woollen
stockings, silk stockings - .
o gil,l stockings and garters, ribbands, roses, cdged
vith gold tace, beaver : 1
I , beaver hats with gold and si {
: wnd  silver bands, fe
hats, strong waters, knives, S é’ ‘ e e
_~ aters, knives, Spanish leather shoes, iron, and
ooking glasses ;” > ] ts 1
g gl :” the 1mports were, ¢ long pepper, white
pepper i sred s
pepper, white powdered sugar preserved, nutmegs and ginger
wreserve ‘ g
] ed, myraholums, bezoar stones, drugs of all sorts,
agate heads, bl
s, blood-s ) S i
, d-stones, musk, aloes soccatrina, amber-
rease, ric . i
g - » rich carpets of Persia and of Cambaya, quilts of
sattin, taffaty i i
painted calicoes jami ' i
o ’ } o alicoes, Dbenjamin, damasks, sattins
s 0 : i i 1
o l una, qults of China embroidered with
() uilts of Pitani . .
d, q of Pitania embroidered with silk, galls, worm
seeds, sugar-c i
-candy, China dis i
ishes g
corter O , and porcelain of all

As

(1)=Rymer's Feedera, vol xix, page 335.
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As the Company’s factories had been placed under the

controling power of the President and Council at SuraT, and
as the wishes of this Presidency, to have a large supply of stock,
for invigorating the trade, had been complied with, by the
formation of the new, or Third Joint Stock, (though the opera-
fund could not be yet felt in the foreign settle-

tion of this
up the measures which they devised,

ments) we have to follow
for maintaining the amicable relations, in which they were held
by the Mogul Government, and to trace the temporary measures
which they adopted, till they received funds from England, to

support their trade.
The general famine, which had prevailed in India, had

raised the prices of Surat cloths, and other articles, in all the

e West Coast, and, from its duration, was

accompanied by a pestilence .__these events augmented the
distresses of this Presidency, and obliged them to request a large
meet the rise in the prices of cloth and
t of those articles would be

countries on th

supply of stock, to

o ; for though the investmen
in Europe, might be proportionally

ing been obliged to suspend their
arge the contracts into

indig
small, the prices of them,
raised, from the Dutch hav

purchases, by not having money {0 disch

which they had entered.

The representation which the A

the President and Council at Surat, of the necessity of being sup-
plied

gents at Bantam had made to
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plied with Coromandel cloths, to furnish that station, and the
Southern markets, with the means of increasing their investients
in pepper and spices, had determined the Presidency to reseftle
the factory at MasvrLiratam, and to strengthen Armacoy, that
it might become a permanent station, because, to this port, the
finer spices might be brought, which would find a ready market
in Persia, though pepper was not in demand in that country. o
The representations which the Agents in Prrsra had made,
in the preceding year, of the effect of the death of Shah Abbas
on their privileges and trade, and of the danger of both heing
obstructed, till the new Sovereign should confirm them, explains
their resolution to continue their applications at the Persian
Court, till these objects should be obtained. Happily, in this season,
their hopes were realised, for the reigning sovereign, Shah Sephi,
confirmed all the former Phirmaunds to the English; but  these
grants could only be rendered cffectual, by presents of fine cloths,
and fine cutlery, being annually given to the King, and to his
principal officers, to the amount of five hundred Tomands,
or above #£1,500 sterling. In counfirmation of the favorable
light in which the English Agents were held by the King, an
answer had been obtained to the letter of King Charles, of
which a translation was forwarded. On the regrant of privi-
leges, it was required that a contract should be made, by which
the Agents became bound to take from the King, silk to the value
of twenty thousand Tomands (above £60,000 sterling) per an-

num,

(1)—~Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the Agent and Council at Ban~
tam, 8th September 1631.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

num, of which one-third was to be paid in money, and two-

thirds in goods. _
The rebellion in Persia, accompanied with an indiscriminate

had been conducted by a Georgian Prince, and materially

plunder,
silk, of which article the late Shah Abbas

affected the trade in
had always kept large quantities in store, whereas the present

King had not, as yet, formed any depéts of this commodity. This
at diffused great quantities of silk over Turkey and Russia,
re it could be hought cheaper, at the time the Agent wrote,

d till a store could again be laid up, the

cve

whe
than in Persia ; an
demand for immediate supplies necessarily raised the price. The

Agent, at the same time, had been relieved from the rivalship

of the Dutchin the market, by that people having incurred the

displeasure of the new King.
Under these circumstances, the factory at Gombroon was

continued, and rendered the principal depot for silk ;—but this

station subjected the Company’s servants to journies, twice in
between Gombroon and Ispahan, m which, this

every year,
y had lost not less than six factors ; and would be

season, the
obliged to hold out temptations to the Persians, and to the Khan

of Shiras, to bring the silks to Gombroon, at which port their

stores would be in safety.
-ed and fifty Tomands, as the Company’s pro-

ceived five hundr
portion of customs, which had been carried to their account. (¥
The

During this scason, they had re-

(1)-—Le(ters from the Agent and Council at 1spahan, and at Gombroon, to the Court,

26th September and 10th October 1631, and 22d March 163132,
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aflairs at B i i
. ; ANTAM, in this ye
ar, was

1631-32
-02. rather unf:
e gy - avor:¢ e . .
The trade at able :—the Pl‘(fsldency of Surat had. indeed. fur

s A, -

Hanlzun de l]i\] [ l‘(
- N led su )pl SO r t erc
sed trom ] f Imnen Zlnd Shi i g i
ppmg, of Wthh the Aéel) S W
S

the want of 1}
e want of e great wi !
supplies from g ¢ dﬂt; alld I‘(‘fL‘l‘T. i
ferming to their repor '
g rt of the preceding

theCoroman.

del Coroman-year, for an ex ati
ot planation of the cause of the decline of the

pepper trade, th ‘
poprer » they stated, that they had procured only three
ons, but were In expectati F i
bundeed. frons o pectation of drawing about four
s ambcee : the war i
b b, fhe e ant of supplies of Coast cloths,
e distressing, as e expec ]
from e con g, as those expected from Armagon,
- nuance of the famine on the Coromandel Coast
ad not arrived, bec :
, because botl :
1 the weavers, and the washers, had

not been able to furni
urnish the quanti .
tracted. () uantity for which they had con-

{1)—Letter fy x
e r;m the Agent aud Council at Bantam to the Court, 30th January 1631-32
rom 1 - el
16 Agent at Armagon to the Agent at Bantam, 24th December 1631

I ]
2
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e ——’

affecting the London East-India cpap. ¢

Tar domestic events,

1 1632-33, arose from the judi S
during the season s prejudices 1633.33.
which had become a subject of alarm, Freudiciel
. . 2 eﬁ‘ccts of the
that new Companies, or Corpora- disputes - re-
. . _g:lrdmg the
nding new monopolies had been wiernal ad-
: ministration

Kine James. It is o e
g . It is not pany’safidirs,

Company,
against monopolies,
as leading to an opinion,
might arise, notwithsta

tions, ‘
abolished, by the last Parliament of
.n would have produced any material

prohable that this ala:
n on the Company, if it had not been attended with
respecting the domestic administration of their

abers of the Generality had promoted,

sensatio

those disputes,

affairs, which certain mel
in this year, werc reported to the King, to prevent

ertained, that the Company werc going be-

were authorized to exercise, under

and which,

any idea being ent
the powers which they

yond

and successive Charters.

their original,
of the Company, for this scason, do not

The equipments
o their records ; but it may be inferred, from the licence
y the King to export £40,000 in foreign gold,

, as part of the #2100,000 allowed

appear 0
given to them b
(bullion) to Persia aud to India
y exported 1n foreign silver,
ng their trade in the East-Indies, hore a
r. &

to be annuall that the cargoes and
stock, for maintaini
proportion to those of the preceding yea
vorL. 1. S s Though

(1) —Report by i
ourts of the Generality, i 1632,
xix, page 380.

Je Bast-Iniia Comypany to the Secretary of State, vespeciing disputes,
at several C (East-India Papers in the State Paper Cifice,
No. g4) .~ Rymer's Yeedera, vol,
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Though the commercial cffect of the new Joint Stock formed
in England, cannot be traced in the reports of their settlements
abroad, in this scuson, we discover, that the President and
Council at SuraT had sent supplies of Surat and Coast cloths to
invigorate the trade at Bantam, but that the cloths from Surat
were less suited to that market, than those from the Coromandel
Coast,

The Cowpany’s trade in Prrsia had, in the preceding sea-
son, received additional support, trom the confirmation of the
Phirmaunds by the new Sovereign, Sultan Sephi, and from the
untavorable manner in which he had received the proposals of
the Dutch ; but the commercial embarrassments which arose
from the royal depits of silk having been plundered, were still
felt, as the supply of this staple article had been small, and the
prices advanced.  The project of the Agents, of having the silk
brought to Gombroon by the Persians, to lessen the risks and
expences of carriage, had failed ; for the goods, in their transit,
had been purloined by the Persians, to such an amount, that the
Agents had heen obliged to re-weigh all the silk, before it could
be made up in bales, for exportation. The contracts entered
into with the King, last scason, had been fulfilled by both
parties, and the amount paid in monecy and goods; but these

payments had however so abridged the funds, that large sup-

plies

(1)—Tetter from the Agent and Council at Bantam to _the Court, 10th December
1622. (No. 959).
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plies were required to meet the contract of the subsequent year ;
and in particular, of Masulipatam cloths, which were now be-

coming of more value ip making up the quantity of goods, which

were accepted as part of the price of the silk.
It having become an important object to conciliate the

friendship of the Khan of Shiras, on whom the port of Gom-
broon more immediately depended, the Agents had been obliged
{0 offer the assistance of the English ships, to co-operate with
him, in an expedition which he was preparing to dislodge the
Portuguese from Muscat. This offer was made, because the
ad only the alternative, either of incurring his dis-
or of giving an opportunity to the Dutch, (who would
,) to regain the favor of the King,

Agents h

pleasure,
readily have embraced 1t
and of the Khan. The Agents, to avoid similar embarrass-
ested to the Court, the expediency of having powers

ments, sugg ‘ . ‘
to take possession of some place, on the Coast of Persia, to which

they could retreat, in the event of any emergency.\”
The importance of the Coromandel cloths, for facilitating
Persia, and particularly with Bantam, has appeared

trade with ‘ ‘ ‘
since factories or

in the foreign transactions of every year,

tations had been attempted on that part of the Peninsula; for
8

though the oppress .
d compelled the English fuactors at that port to withdraw

con, they had been obliged to return, last season :—
for some time, been

ions of the native Governor of Masulipatam

ha

to ArRMA

under all these disadvantages, they had, :
Ss2 making

(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Gombroon to the Court, 21st October

1632, and 23d March 1032-33.
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mf”‘”’g applications to the King of Golcondah, the sovercign
o‘l ﬂ.ns l'mrt of the Coast, for a Phirmaund to protect the
hnglfsl'l factory and trade from the extortions of his officers.
I}n I§'UV(-“|])(‘,. 1632, this Phirmaund was obtained, which au-
Vlmmzcd the English to re-cstablish their trade at Masunipa-
ranm, and, in general, allowed them liberty of trade in the
nt?m. ports in his dominions : — by this graunt, the King re-
::;lft](\';] t];‘c heavy duties which had heen exacted from them,
- Masulipat: . . .

nually, un(‘] :;::]i’t(‘(‘lul:;z:lt:l‘fmxt(t) t(‘lg:‘lt; hundred pagodas, an-
annum. In ot “ .1 o five hundred pagodas per
Persic . | “r(_ urn, the English obliged themselves to import
) : u: u:x.scs, and, as the Phirmaund expresses it,  other
rarities,” into his dowinions, of which, agree: L.

he was to have the P"(‘fcl‘cncc’ of "::""“Ih" :lbulcdb.]:.’ ;O mfu’)th'!(,l
them, .on account of the price l o ”f, e r.(.!(,(,t.(,

- price, or from not having occasion for
th‘(*m, the English were to have permission to disposc of them,
‘(‘:'ﬂ”’“f being liable to  vexatious payments, cither to the

'O\’Cl'm.)r, or to his subordinates.  The Phirmaund was ac-
u"‘n]."‘.““‘-d by a Cowle, or order to the Rajah of the district,
(‘nJm:;ng obhedience to the King’s commands.®”
he Company’s {actory a ' ) S ‘
tinued to strugglcyu(ruimr :h(_‘t BA‘I.VI.‘AM’ .m this scason, cOD-
hev renrece gainst the opposition of the Dutch, though
t. y represented, on the whole, that the commerce was begin-
:lmg t;)} assume a better aspeet. Considerable difficulty had arisen
‘om odireed o Co
1c reduced state of their rank, and therefore they sub-
mitted,

(N~Copy of Dhirm: 3
Masslipo, p;; (I]i)tntr(zln;nd gr:;nted by the King of Golcondal to the English, for trade to
; e ke da : ovember 1032, called The Gal ir S,
Indian Register Office, marked B, bound, pages 253 é(ﬂ;dw Pl (M35 i e
, pages 233, .
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mitted, the necessity of a commission being sent to them, with

ake cognizance of offenders,
and lesser punishments ; daily

thout such authority, sub-

authority to t
to justice, by inflicting capital,
occurrences having proved, that wi
ordination could not b

The Dutch had, n this year, pre
lies of spices from Amboyna and the

re, depended cntirely on the

e maintained.
vented the English traders

from obtaining supp
Moluccas, the investment, therefo
pepper which they could collect at Bantam, and at Sumatra,

from which the Dutch had annually procured so large a quantity

—the shipping, from these causes, must

as two thousand tons ;
suspended the order from

ned empty, if they had not

have retur
of prohibiting trade with the VV est Coast

the Presidency of Surat,
of Sumatra: if, however they were properly supplied with

shipping and goods from the Coromandel Coast, the trade at

Bantam might berev
but they had, with diffic
Jambee, Maccassar, and Japarra.

fro
ived, and again assuine a prosperous aspect ;
ulty, been able to retain the factories at

)

ent aud Council at Bantam to the Court, I1Cth

(1)—General Letter from the Ag

December 1602.
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which would only lead to a decision, to 1633-34.

nor the Dutch Company, would

Company must be e
not in a general manner,
163 .54 wkch neither the States,
accede. The Directors of the London Company, in answer,
stated, that in so far as regarded their interest, the cxami-

nation, article by article, was only a recurrence to the plan of

elay, and produced (as they had done at
s which

procrastination and d

CHAP. 1. Froy T
T bt 1 the ’(.hstmctcd state of public opinion, in this year
Conferences cen the King, who considered his rig . T ’
s right of deciding for the former discussions) an enumeration of the injurie
they had sustained from the Dutch, who had asserted rights
and had

within their limits,
¢ which they had a par-
s, recognized to belong

between the the o :
tween the 00 c enhy
PrivyCouncil good of his subjects, agrecably to the u f I
> usages of his pre-
of sovereignty in the countries

and the decess
_ 'eSSOPN v establi
e A , to be established, and the leaders of disjointed par

excluded them, not only from ports a

bassadors, for t]
ssadors, for ties, wl
adjusting the » who held the measures of the King, to obtai

' ; obtain resources,

differences ¢

it 0 be contr;
ir t() tll) ! et . .
y ¢ Caonstitution, it could not have been ex-

ticipation in the trade, but from station

to them by subsisting treaties.

}':etwleen the
6‘;’:{"“ and  pected, that the protrac .
panit}s:. Com- Dutch’on “:Cﬂ;l)zi;;t;dzed sfthCCt of the encroachments of the
discussion between the I)r(i):v] ’1’("‘(’:), ‘,‘-,ltiuld have become matter of After successive conferences, during the mon.ths of Octo- 3?15??“ .
In October 1633, howceve y l,‘t’cl “Tld the Dutch Ambassadors. ber and November 1633, the Privy Counci decided, = thats corc®
with the Dutch Envoy, zlnir(; ;:v(uui(:l "'l('lll 1101(.1 repeated conferences “ in their Lordships’ opinions, it hath bene 2 gfeate mper
East-India Company, to mc‘e”. .u the Directors of the London _ ‘ tinencie in the Netherlanders to stand soe obstinately u[')on
the dispute might, at last, bhe ""‘l“ -b.f’lne g’:ound, upon which ““ the scruple touching the manner of the freaty, concerning
of the Envoy was to ()htain,fmll ‘:;II,LLIE).IY adjusted. The object “ the differences between Ot East-India Company“and e
cl, that the Dutch ships, pr ] j'(. King, an Order of Coun- “ but, howsoever, to demonstrate & good wfeccon, on O
the East-Indices, might ll;)’t l- :)CC ’Ldlng to, and returning from, “ parte, to compose and accorde (he said. dierenees .
England, Cxl’luining‘; that n:l,b;u,“ be exposed to detention in “ Lops resolve to overrule our said merchants, and o proceed
dom, while the Dﬁtch sl;i[)s w:x:‘ty could proceed with free- “in this treatie, article by article, s the said Netherlanders
gency ; as to prevent its |~ccu;~,.(-nL; \ “xp %Qd_t.(’ such a contin- “ desire: —and because they would nof have their Jabors and
¢, the sailing of the Dutch ““ endeavors herein altogether fraitles, their Lops hold it neccs-
“ sarie, that all such articles and matters, touching the said

e agmed on, shalbe valid

fleets v 1 0
ts from India, a ]
a, and from H nan as sha y
ulland, had been counterm: ed:
H <« di . .
1ﬂérences, shall by this treali®
d «< and

— on the whole i 1 u
wle, that the claims of the English on the Dut I
< ch

Company
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“ und binding, albeit they may not agree in all the articles
“ and points in question.” V)

It can only he collected from the Company's records, tigat
in this year, the equipments consisted of five ships, for India
and Persia; but the amount of money, or of goods, cmbarked

on them, cannot be ascertained.

The Company’s affaivs at Surar, in this year, were receiv-
ing the continued protection of the Mogul, by which means
their factory and their trade, on that side of the Peninsula,
procceded without interruption, while it was gradually extend-
ing to other parts of his dominions. A Phirmaund had been
obtained, on the 2d February 1633-34, for liberty of trade to
the Luglish, in the province of Brncar, without any other
restriction, than that the English ships were to resort only to
the port of PirrLev. This event ascertains the precise period,

when the English first obtained a right to enter the Ganges,

‘and the countries which, in subsequent times, opened to them

the most productive trade of any which they have enjoyed in

the

(1)—Copies of Orders in Council, relative to the Differences between the Lnglish
and Dutch East-India Companies, October and November 1633, (East-India Vapers in
the State Paper Office, No. 08).

(2) — MSS. in the Tndign Register Office, marked D. P,, No. 129, ~— Sir Jcremy
Sambrooke's Report on East-India Trade.

‘which this trade could be carried on, or
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held to be of conse- CHAP. L

the East; this trade was
e East; and perhaps this ey

quence, even at this early period, by the President and Council 1

of Surat, from the heavy losses they had experienced in a

contract for indigo, at Agra. e
y e
The trade to Persia, in this year, was prosecuted With 5 .

cable only by

: _ . it
considerable advantage, notwithstanding a great mortality contracts
of with the

among the Company’s servants. An explanation is gien, King.
what the Agents held to be the only Pmcncable system .on
by contracts with
the King :—the private merchants, they stated, had been found
by experience, neither to have the means, nor the credit on

which trade, with them, could proceed ; for no remedy could be
or even against those of the

diate address to himself ;
en the badness and

ed, personally,

had either against their frauds,
King’s servants, except by an imme
and, in illustration, added, that such had be :
short weight of the silks, that they had f:ompla{n peront ¥
to the King, and exhibited the pales of silk to him, m their o
cient state, and obtained an order for immediate redress; they di
not, however, think it advisable to bring forward any :ﬂ'er u;;
the King for a new contract, being _afra‘id that the Dutch wo

i that
bid higher terms than themselves, and obta.lnha ho::lsezr.;-—fzr
proportion of the silk trade, which the English poss ;

ities of this article
notwithstanding the Phirmaunds, 1arge quantitie
¥ and the terms of the contract evaded.
Ys

were carried into Turke . ]
h repeating their app

ications for

Th .oncluded wit . .
. Agents . Tt structions,
VOL. 1.

; o1 at Surat to the Court, 21st February
(1)—Letters from tbe President and Council 8 .

1633-34.
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instructions, wl w
S, whether they st
T they should co-operate wi '
| : rate dersid
in the attack projected I ' e il e
. ¥ jected against Muscat, being still under the
sagreeable alternativ /
o g . alternative (as the Dutch would readily afford
us assistance) cither ’ ‘
o ance) cither to employ the English vessels in  this
ervice, or to fi i /‘
> or to fall under the displeasure of the Court
In this year ) ‘
S yea : Agent :
o year, the Agent at Gombroon had only received two
ndred ; or ’
and forty-two Tomands, as the Company’s share of the
customs at that port.
It does
s not appear, that : I
L . ppear, that any material changes had occurred
e factories, ci
wtories, either on the Coromanvrr Coasr, or at BAN-
TAM, or at the subording I of suck
, subordinate Agencies, as no detail of such events

appears on the Company’s records

(l)—Le(ters from the A
gent and C i
t o s ounml at Ispahan to thC Coult) 26t
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had CHAP.L
w

rt 1634-35.
The disputes

in the preceding season, appear to have ceased between the
. . . . . Kingand Par-
with the decision which has been detailed ; and, indeed, from liament ren-
. . der redress t

the convulsed aspect which the internal government of Eng- y

the Company
at this juncture, it could not be expected Dutch hope-
less.

Tge conferences with the Dutch Envoy, which

occupied the attention of the Privy Council, and of the Cou

of Directors,

from the

land was assuming;
that the Company would renew their applications to the King,

on this protracted and hopeless business, at a time when the king-

dom was almost without a navy, and, altogcther, without a regular

army, and when the powers on the co
and the King endeavouring to assemble a

e national defence and character, by sea.
e support of the navy were fo

ntinent were strengthening

their military forces,
fleet, to keep up th
The resources from which th
n, was held to be conformable

aconstitutional, without the
ided opinions, it can only

be draw to ancient usages, by one
party, and to beu
liament, by the othe
be collected, that the equipments for
which the Directors were preparing thi
limited scale, consisting only of three ships,
tion remains of the value embarked on them, either in money

or goods, or of the destination assigned to them. O

Tt2
marked D. P., No. 119.—~—Sir Jeremy

authority of Par-

r .—amid such div
preserving the India trade,
s season, were on a

and no speciﬁca-

Though

(1)—MSS. in the Indian Register Office,
Sambrooke's Report on the East-India Trade.
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. Though the relation between the Company’s foreign facto-
ries had, for some years, been modelled, with the object of
rendering SURAT the principal seat of trade, to which all their
other factories were to look for instructions, this system, in the
year 1634-35, was found to have been adopted, without a proper
knowledge, either of the support which Surat could afford, or

of the ¢ . e . ) .
he commercial relations which were practicable between 1t,

and the trade at Bantam, connected with that on the Coromandel.

Coast.

At Surat, hitherto, the leading measure had been, to open

and to establish a trade hetween the West of India and Persia,

and to this object the principal resources, and the greatest part

of the shipping, had been destined ; while the trade at Bantam,.

50 recently re-established, as well as that at Sumatra, and on the
(_"” romandel Coast, was left to struggle with difficulties, arising
from scanty supplies of stock and shipping, and the unfavorable

l . . . . . . .
nanner in which the Surat cloths were viewed in the eastern

markets. In this year it was found, that the President and-

.()ouncil at Surat, instead of attending to the Company’s trade
in Persia, had, in fact, been carrying on private trade, on their
own account ; but having differed among themselves, this fraud
was discovered, and they were under the necessity of acknow -~
ledging the fact to the Court, and throwing themselves on its
mercy, rather than on its justice.

Though

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

Though the Surat cloths had sold in Europe, the indigo
broﬁght from Agra was not found to be an article of ready sale,

either in Persia or in Europe ; and it was, therefore, determined,

to withdraw the Agency from Agra, and other places connected

with it, and to endeavour to come to an accommodation with

the Viceroy of Goa,
which would form a productive article, in both markets.—

This agreement accordingly took place, between the President
of Surat and the Viceroy of Goa, in May or June 1634, in the
form of a truce, Or cessation of arms, by which the Portuguese
ports were to be open to the English, and the English factories

friendly terms towards the Portuguese, and this truce

to procure pepper on the Malabar Coast,

to act on
was to continue,.

nations, till: siX months

tion of the Crowns of England and Spain, on. this subject,
a

should be known in India.
The protection which, in the preceding year, the Agents
King, in this season became

after the notification of the determina--

sn Persia had experienced from the
more doubtful, that sovereign having become absorbed in dissi-

pation, and inattentive to business :—notwithstanding this change,

the last contract for silk, to the value of thirty-two thousand

had been fulfilled on the part of the Agent, who ex-

Tomands,
whether a new contract could be made on the

pressed his doubts,
same

(1)~—General Letter from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 29th De-

t 1634.—~— Extract of Letter from Captain Weddel to the Court, dated S1st July 1634,
0. 102).~= Extract of Letter to the East-In-

eembe
(East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, N
dia Company, dated Goa, 12th January 1634-35. (East-India Papers in the State Papetr

Office, No. 102).

as the rule of proceeding between the two
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Trade in
Persia preca-
rious, from
the character
of the King.



326
CHAPD. L.
e~

1634-35.

Additional
Phirmaund
obtained
tromthe
King of Gol.
condah for
the extension
of the English
trade,

ANNALS O THE HONORABLE

same advantageous terms, or what quantity of silk could b
depended upon, because the Dutch were giving high prices, and
had been very protuse in their bribes to the King and his officers ;
the Agent, therefore, was apprehensive, that the Persians, in the
next contract, would insist on sclling their silk for recady money
only, as Indian goods had ceased to be in esteem in the Persian
market,

The value of the customs at Gombroon had declined, and
the moiety which belonged to the Company had, in this season,
amounted, only, to three hundred and forty-one Tomands ; the'
Agent, thercfore, submitted, that it would be preferable to give
up this claim, and to accept an annual specified allowance in licu
of it. M

The Company’s factories on the CoroMaNDEL COAST, from
the relation which their exports had to the trade at Bantam, and
from furnishing articles for the Europe investments, were becom-
ing of more importance.  Mr. Joyce, one of the factors at Ban-
tam, had been sent to make an application to the King of
Golcondah for an enlargement of the privileges of the English
trade in his dominions: — this application had been successful,
and a new Phirmaund obtained, granting permission for trade
at the different ports of the Golcondah dominions, nearly on the
same terms with that of 1632, On the basis of this new grant,
the factory at Masulipatam projected the fixing an Agency at
Verasharoon, situated about forty miles north of Masulipatam,

at

(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Ispabian to the Court, 23d May, 13th Oc’

tober and 24th November 1034,

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

at which it was expccted, coarse Coast cloths might be pur-
chased, at reasonable rates. As the Phirmaund from the King
of Golcondah had restored the factory at Masulipatam, it was also
expected that articles, suited to the Persian trade, might be ob-
tained, to the amount of #£20,000 per annum, and, thcrefore,
that it would not be necessary to incur any farther charges on

the factory at Armagon, which was already protected by a bat-

tery of twelve guns. ®
Mr. Norris, one of the factors at Masulipatain, had hgen

gent to BENGAL, to avail himself of the Emperor, Shah Jehan’s
"Phirmaund, to open a trade at the port of Pipley, and reported,
that all kinds of provisions for subsisting the Company’s facto-
n the Coromandel Coast could be purchased in Bengal, at
reasonable rates, and an indefinite quantity of fine white cloths,
suited equally for the English, and for the Persian and Southern
markets ;— the Phirmaund, therefore, of Shah Jehan, in
1633-34, and the report of Mr. Norris, in this season, ascer-
tain the period at which the English opened a trade in Bengal. @

The Agency at BANTAM, at this period, having heen restored

to the rank of a Presidency and Council, and the Agencies on

ries O

the Coast, and in Bengal, made subservient to it, the trade

assumed a new and more promising aspect : and this Presidency

reported, that Coromandel cloths had so ready a sale at Bantam,
and

(1)—Phirmaund granted by the King of Golconduh to the East-lndia Company, in

1634 or 1635. (MSS. in the Indian Register Office, marked F. 1, unbound, page 173).~—

Letters from the Agent and Council at Masulipatam to the Court, dated 25th October 1634.

(2)—Letter from the Agent and Council at Masulipatam te the Court, 25th October

1634.
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and at the Southern markets, that they constituted a kind of
medium of exchange, for the purchase of pepper and the finer
gpices; but, as the white cloths of Bengal did not sell at Bantan,
they had been forwarded to Maccassar, at this time the only
station at which cloves (from the obstruction of the Dutch) could
be procured: and that the Coast cloths had been sent to Japan
and to China, where they could be readily exchanged for the
produce of those countries. If, however, this trade was to be
prgsecuted, eight vessels, of from two hundred to three hundred
and sixty tons each, must be built, and employed in it, and
assortments sent from England, of fine broad-cloths, lead, glass,
and hardware, or knives, which would sell at Japan and China,

and facilitate the exchanges in trade. ¢

(1)—General Letters from the President and Council of Bantam to the Coust, 18t De-

cember 1634, and 31t January 1634-35.

EAST-INDIA COMPANXNY

1635-36.

TroucH the public opinion was fixgd, respecting the cyar 1.
importance of a navy, for the protection of the kingdom lm&
and of its trade,” parties were divided in opinion on the me- g;mmmsgf
thod of obtaining resources for supporting 1it. The royalists ;:ri(i;:;a‘ll:gence
approved of the ancient forms, and their opponents contend- fn\'ng Azsg?;?
ed, that the money had been raised by means repugnant il;)ﬂnh{?iri;‘rade
to the liberties of the subject. One division of the fleet put to sea,
under the Earl of Northumberland, and obliged the Dutch
(without admitting the right) to pay a compensation for the
privilege of fishing :—another division proceeded against the
pirates of Sallee, whuse depredations had so long been subjects of
complaint, and succeeded in capturing and destroying them.
These events, though apparently foreign to East-Indian affairs,
were unexpectedly connected with them, by licences having been
given, to obtain resources for the navy, to an Association, of which
the King was the immediate Protector, to figgout ships, and

send cargoes to the East-Indies, contrary to the Charter and

privileges of the Compaﬁy; and this circumstance, could
not but depress the efforts, and abridge the equipments of the
season.

In the foreign transactions of the preceding year, it was

stated, that a truce had been concluded, in May or June 1634,

voL. I Uu between



330

N I

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

CHAP. L. , CVin :
k. L between the Viceroy of Goa and the President of Surat, which

1635-36. had led to : 1 g
. 1to & cess; ¢ ', be S i
i cessation of arms, between the bpamsh~P0rtuguese

and the English, in the East-Indies :—the truce was to continue
i force, in India, for six months after the rejection, or acquics-
cence in it, hy the Kings of England and Spain. Captain Wed-
del, who had sent nagice of this event to the Court of Directors,
and had returned to England, about the close of the year 1634,
cntered into a scheme with Sir William Courten and Endymion
Po.rter, Esq. one of the Gentlemen of the Bedchamber to the
King, of establishing a separate trade to the East-Indies, from
which they hoped to draw large profits, by carrying out Europe
goods to the Portuguese scttlements in India, and bringing
home Indian produce from them, for sale in England; thatis, to
draw from the truce all the real advantages it could be sup-
posed to yicld, and leave the London Company to struggle under
all the disadvantngos which they had experienced, from the
opposition of the Portuguese ;—cvincing by this conduct (what
will, in the scquel, so frequently occur) that among the difficul-
ties and rivalships which the London Company had to meet,
and to overset, those from their own servants, who had made
their fortunes ig their employment, have been the most formi-
dable.

It became nccessary to find some pretext for granting a

ficence, so directly in opposition to the Charters and exclusive

~ privileges conferred by Queen Elizabeth and King James; and

though this . fer i . .

wugh this pretext might have been devised by speculators in

nl

England, who were strangers to the cxpensive and continued
cfforts

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

efforts of the London Company, to establish and fortify seats of

trade within their limits, yet when the proj
who had been abroad, and who must have derived

it was found to rest on a direct false-
d in the actual

ect came from their

own servants,

benefit from their protection,

hood, attested by men who were fully instructe

state of the Company’s affairs. ‘
The preamble to the first grant to Sir William Courten, &c.

(which was dated the 12th December 1635) proceeds upon asser-
tions, which all the preceding evidence, in this review of the
ns of the London Company, positively contradicts, or,

Fast-India Company had neglected to establish forti-
of trade, to which the King’s subjects

transactio
¢t that the

« fied factories or seats
¢ could resort with safety ;s—that they had consulted their own

¢ interests only, without any regard to the King’s revenue ;—
¢ and, in general, that they had broken the conditions on which
b

« their Charter and exclusive privileges had been granted to

¢ them.” "

When the Cour
of Interlopers (whicl
_Association) had equip
pany’s naval and mercan
and that they were toproce
they were brought into th
remonstrances to the King ag

the dangerin which their factor
a petition to the King, praying that they might be
Uul allowed

t of Directors discovered that this Association
1 in the sequel will be described as Courten’s
ped four vessels, and engaged the Com-
tile servants, as officers and supercargoes,
ed to the East-Indies, under authority,
e embarrassing situation of offering
ainst his own licence. Alarmed at

ies and trade were placed, they
presented

(1)-—-Anderson’s History of Commerce, vol, il. page 372.
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allowed to take their remedy at law against the person and estate
of Mr. Courten, (Sir William Courten having died soon after
the passing of the grant), for any act which his ships or servants
might commit in India, contrary to the Charter and exclusive
privileges of the Company, granted by Queen Elizabeth, and
confirmed by King James 1., and then sent instructions to the
Presidents and Councils at Surat, and at Bantam, and to their
nge“tS in Persia, to refuse encouragement or assistance to these
interlopers. (U

Though the number of ships, and the amount of the stock
sent from England by the East-India Company, in this seasob,
.cunnot be traced, it appears, from the nature and objects of the
instructions given by the Court to their foreign factories, that
neither were considerable. The instructions recommended that
every effort should be tried, to procure pepper and the finer spices,
for facilitating the Coromandel trade, and that to Persia ; and
though the successive plans which had been adopted, for enlarging
the Company’s profits by extending their exchanges in the East,
had been disappointed, and their losses had hitherto been great, yet
the Court were resolved to keep up the different branches of their
trade, and to make the whole subservient to the purchase of

nvestments for Europe, to consist of pepper and spices, Coro-
mandel

(1)—Petition of the East-India Company to the King against Courten’s Association.
{Fast-India Papers in the State Paper Office, without date, Nos. 158, 150) —— Letters
from the Court to the President and Council at Bantam, 29th February 1635-36. (MSS. in
the Indian Register Office, No. 3—185),—— Letters from the Court to the Agents and
Councils in Persia, 25th May 1630. (No, 3—~201).
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mandel and Sur

dities, from Gombroon,
ordered to dispose of the English goods in store, at such prices
and to vest the produce in Persian silks.

at cloths, and silks and other Persian commo-

in which latter country the factors were

as they would bring,
ations had taken place between the Crowns of

he basis of the truce between the Pre-
the Agents in Persia
hostilities

As explan
Spain and England, on t
sident of Surat and the Viceroy of Goa,

were directed, notwithstanding the continuance of
guese and Persians, to avoid becoming parties,
her ;—and letters were sent by King
protection to the

between the Portu
or affording assistance to eit
Charles to the King of Persia, requesting his
English, and the improvement of the commercial relations

between the two countries. ¥

The situation of the President and Council of SURAT, in this

season, was materially changed, by
with the Viceroy of Goa; and the events

the truce entered into, in

the preceding year,
which led to this change are explained to have been, that from
having had a controling

West of India, and in Persia,
ression in the trade of that port, from the Mogul Go-

power over the Company’s trade, on the
they had, at Surat, experienced

much opp

vernor,

(1)--Genera1 Letters from the Court to the Presidency of Bantam, 1gth February

1635-36, and to the Agent and Couacil at Ispahan, 25th May 1636,  (MSS, in the Indian

Register Office, No. 3185, 201)-
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EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 335

334 ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE
.
C)’)\P. 1. vernor N :
. ~and i their 'ts to s -t the Persi v fr
N ; heir efforts to support the Persian trade, from the sian government. On the subjects of the trade to Persra, they CHAP. I

submitted, that from the uncertainty of the King’s Phirmaunds 1635-36
in their effects, it wonld be necessary to try what quantity of
silk could be procured, by a fair competition, in the sale of Indian
and Europe goods, in the Persian ports, and not to renew the

contracts for that article with the King. <‘>

1635 - 36. insidious schemes of the Dutch, to depress their credit. To obvi-
ate hoth difticulties, and to bring the investments for Europe
more directly to bear on the home sales, they found it expedient
to improve on the triuce, and to enter into a regular Clonvention
with the Portuguese Viceroy.

This Convention was concluded at Goa, hetween the English

Presi The report from the President and Council at BanTam, The Presi-

res . . . . X

esident, Mr. Methwold, in person, and the Viceroy ot Goa, 3
commern

. . dency of
after adverting to the Convention between the English and Bantam re.
ese. intimated that their own trade was assuming a that the for-

’ tifications of

C 11C ¢ A « D - . -

1m the 20th January 1635-36, on the basis of the treaty between Portugu

gl T . . . PO

) gland and Spain, of the 15th November 1630, and, like the more favorable aspect, from the general attention and civilities 2;‘;‘1%0“
ruce, was to continue in force, for six months after the de- of the King, who, however, would not grant them permission tengthencd.

foerminati . \ o ) . . .
ermination of the Crowns of England and Spain, on the sub- to build a factory ;—that since the restoration of their rank, as
a Presidency, they had taken a general view of the Company’s

Jeet; should be known in the Indies.
antam, the seat of their trade, but at its

affairs, not only at B
ncies (Maccassar, Japarra, Jambee, Banjarmassin, Coast
of Sumatra, and Coast of Coromandel), and had found, that

h 'S 2 > & > . - . : .
westuents at the other Portuguese ports, or at the English fac- the remains of the Company’s estate amounted to 344,938 rials.
This view of the Company’s affairs induced them to recom-

The Surat Presidency proposed, in future, to limit the
depende

English tr: y
“ngi rade t . Al el . . .
& de to four annual ships, two of which would find

alading . ‘ ; : i
wlading at Goa, while the other two would either complete their

mend the

extend and 1mpro
strong place of retreat ©
the Dutch had at Pullicat

to be the only means of acquiring a s
uch importance in the Eastern markets, and to the

torics on the Coromandel Coast, or Sumatra.
In prosecution of this plau of trade, the Presidency formed propriety of being furnished with instructions to
ve the fortifications at ARMaGON, because a
1 the Coromandel Coast (like that which

) had been found, by experience,

a factory at Sci . o . . .
ry at Scindy, and were soliciting a Phirmaund for setthng

a factory at Dx . . .
ory at Dabul : they built two pinnaces at Daman, and two

at iSel Y N
Bassein, for the Coast trade ; and tried a new experi-
hare of the Coromandel

ment, or th: " sendi . .
’ it of sending a pinnace, with a small investment,

tO Bu;“;' i 1 H [ « .
ssorah, situated at the bottom of the Persian Gulf, and trade, of so m

investments for Europe. @

S‘l}’- W ¥ - M -
ject to Tarkey, and not liable to any questions with the Per-
¢ from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, Gth March

sian (1)—General Lette

(1)—General Letter from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 20th Janu- 1635-30-
- (2)—General Letter from the President and Counci! of Bantam to the Court, 31st

Aty 1635-30  mammems i
1wy 1635 J'() Copy of Convention between the English and Portuguese at Goa 20th
Januwary 1035-36.  (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office No. 160).

January 1635-306.
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N
1636-37.
Company dis-
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Convention
with the Por-
tuguese, and
petition  that
a Declaration
should be ob-
tained from
the Crown of
Spain, ad-
mitting their

rights.

ANNALS OF THEL UONORABLE

1636-37.

Tuouen the Court of Directors had not, in the preceding
year, received information of the Convention concluded in the
West of India, between President Methwold and the Viceroy of
Gou, in time fo take the subject into consideration, the trans-
actions of this season open with the alarm of the Cowmpany;
at the principle on which this Convention had heen founded,
“and on its probable cffects on their factories and trade in the
East-Indies.  On looking at the basis of the Convention, or the
treaties between the Crowns of England and Spain in 1630, and
in 1604, the Court decided, that the trade of the two countries
could not rest on these treaties, hecause, at those early periods,
the Enghsh and Spaniards had no reciprocal interests in the
Fast-Indies.—The Conrt, therefore, addressed a letter to the Se-
cretary of State, in which they requested, that before the Conven-
tion should be finally approved, his Majesty would be pleased
to apply to the Court of Spain, for a Declaration, on which
the Company might ground their instructions to their Presi-
dents and Councils in the Indies: and, that they might not
neglect any means in their power, they addressed several
letters to Eord Aston, the English Minister at Madrid, for

his good offices in procuring such a Declaration from the King

£
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of Spain, as would enable the Company to act on it, and
promised, that they would readily acquiesce in any reasonable
conditions, which might be calculated to fix amicable relations,
between the Spanish-Portuguese and the English factories and
trade, in the East-Indies.

The licence given by the King to Courten’s Association, in
the preceding year, had created considerable agitation in the
public mind, and had induced the Court of Directors to frame
remonstrances against the Interlopers, whom they held to be
invaders of their Charter and exclusive privileges. In this si-
tuation, it is not improbable, that the subject might have remained
for this season, as the civil commotions were beginning, which
proved fatal to the public interests ; but on the arrival of one of
the Company’s ships from Surat, with information, that one of
Courten’s vessels had seized on two junks, belonging to Surat
and Diu, had plundered them of their property, and exposed the
crews to torture, and that, as soon as this event was known at
Surat, the President and Council had been seized and imprisoned,
and the Company’s property confiscated, to make good the losses
of the owners of the junks, the Court presented a memorial to
the King, stating the sufferings of their servants, and their

VOL. I X x great

(1)—Letter from the East-India Company to the Secretary of State, relative to the
Convention of Goa, 1636, (East-India Papers in the State Faper Cffice, No. 106 )~—
Letter from the Governor and Deputy Governor of the East-India Company to Lord Aston,
Ambassador to the King of Spain, 3d March 1636, (East-India Papers in the State Paper
Office, No. 114.) '
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CHAP. L oveat losses, which must terminate in the ruin of the East-India |
Phirmaunds, or Grants, which the London Company had pro- CHAP. L

b\
1636-37. trade, unless his Majesty should interfere in their behalf, and
cured, by heavy expences, from the Mogul Government ; and 1636-37.

be pleased to take the illegality of the licences, and their con-
sequences to the Last-lodia trade, into his consideration. The

subject was referred to the Privy Council, on the 6th January

1636-37

The  Privy The Privy Comncil, instead of admitting the truth of the

Councildela
Y Courten’s

wking the marrative, or that the outrage had been committed by

subject  into
consideration, ships, were of opinion, that the business should be suspended

but recoms-
;ntclnd. }:hnh tilf the return of these ships, when an investigation of the trans-
ctiers shoule

ean time, the

be written by action should take place ; but that, in the m

the King, to

.'};? ;&,‘.’,“["’"(‘1‘{“’ King should issue his letters to the Governor of Sur:
at, dis- e

avowingthese ing any powers having heen given to English vessels to €

depredations, ,
depredations, and desiring the rclease of the Company's serva
to the Court

t, disclaim-
ommit
nts

and property. It was intimated, by a separate note,
of Directors, that they must suspend any proceedings at law,

till the arrival of Courten’s ships in England M,

This event This event is, perhaps, of consequence, not so much from

the source of

‘l > 5 ~ . . . ~ - - .
avent "}E’ﬂ"q_ the immediate effect of it, as from its having been the first
cent | Difa- ) i , _ i
ies in India. jpgtance in which the Interlopers, or Private Traders, were per

mitted to carry on a kind of regulated commerce to the East-
Indies, and, under their licence, had been charged with, or had

been guilty of depredation, which struck at the root of all the
Phirmaunds,

(1)—Petition of the East-India Company to the King, complaining of piracies coni.

mitted by Courten's ships, and Order of Council thereon, 6th January 1636-37-
Iudia Papers in the State Paper Office, Nos. 108, 109).

(East~ -

from its having heen the source of those oppressions, and that
injustice, by the native powers, which, in the sequel, often in-
terrupted, and frequently endangered, the existence of the trade
of England to the East-Indies:—nor was this the only con-
sequence, for when these Interlopers re detected, and
subsequently punished, Pirates, who could not be brought to

justice, arose out of this example, the suppression of whom

required, for more than half a century, the united efforts
of the Crown and of the London Company.

The subordinate instructions of the Court to their servants

chiefly directed to one point, or to
on the Coromandel Coast, who had
President and Council at

abroad were in this season,

the conduct of their Agents
subordination to the
part of their purchases in Coast goods

ead of sending goods to Bantam, to
and for having expended
s from the King of Gol-
granting credits ' to
rt, therefore, en-
ort of cloths

acted without due
Bantam, by diverting
to the Persian trade, lnst
purchase pepper and the finer sp
large sums, in obtaining Phirmaund
condah, and risked still larger sums, by

the native merchants and weavers .—the Cou
onfine the Coast trade to their exp

ices ;

joined them to ¢

to Bantam, and to the proportion of them required for the
Furope investment.

P The

Xx2

¢ to the Agents and Factors on the Coast of Coromandel,

(1)—Letter from the Cour
No. 3, p- 209).

27th October 1636, (MSS. in the Indian Register Office,
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oA,
CHAP I, The Presidency of Surar, while they were proceeding on

16:36-37. the new plan of trade, explained in their communications of last
Tie trade at

Surac sus year, reported to the Court, that the whole of their measures
pcm(ed, by

the inter-  had been discuncel*l, by the arrival of Captain Weddel and Mr.

fereuces of

(f(_)urlcn's Mountney, the chiefs of Courten’s Association ; who, in fact, had
b “pS.

come out to draw all the profits which had been anticipated from
the Convention of Goa, leaving only to the Company to trade
under restraints, the removal of which had been the chief object

of this Convention.

C PO . . .
donmon Wlien these Interlopers arrived, the President and Council of

twee . . . .
P‘ffi‘i’(e(:f‘e(,f Surat had not heard of the reception which the Convention had

Suiar and . . : .
Camnwed. M€t with, in England, either by the Directors, or by the King,

d(] ( 1 .
der of Conr. and could not comprehend the appearance of the ships of

fens ships. Courten, giving themselves out to be a new East-India Company,
under the protection of the Crown. Captain Weddel addressed a
letter to the President and Council of Surat, on the 29th August

1636, notifying his arrival at Johanna Roads, and his intention

to proceed directly to Goa, and forwarding a copy of King.

Charles’s letter, dated 30th March 1636, addressed ¢ to the
“ President of the London Bast-India Company in the Indies,”
mtimating that, under his authori ity, six ships, under the charge

of Captain Weddel and Mr. Mountney, had been sent on a voyage

of dxscovely to the South S *as, and that in this measure the King

himself had a particular interest, and desiring that the President,

n
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in case of distress, should afford those ships every assistance. Cw
- Captain Weddel added his own wishes, of being on good terms 1636-37.
with the Company’s establishments.

On receiving this unexpected and extraordinary notice, the
President and Council, in reply, informed Weddel and Mount-
ney, that they could not give credit to the intelligence of a new
East-India Company having been erected in the King’s name, as
they had neither received information,nor instructions for their con-
duct from the Court of Directors j—that such an institution was,
in itself, incompatible, because two commercial Companies, from
the same country, could not attempt to carry on trade in the East-
Indies ;—that, with regard to the establishments of the London
Company, they were under great distress, as they had not
recovered from the calamities of war and famine ;—that the
President and Council at Surat had been seized and imprisoned
for two months, and the Company’s property taken possession
of, to compensate for a depredation committed by an English
vessel, notin the Company’s service, which bad plundered a Su-
rat junk in the Red Sea ;—and that the Company’s servants had
only been released, on condition of paying 1,70,000 rupees, and
coming under the obligation of an oath, not to molest the Mogul
ships :—without, however, charging the pretended new Company
with this attack, the President desired to know, what limits the
King had assigned to it, and in what particulars its privileges
differed from those of the London Company. Under this
whose character they could not

comprehend,

.-

distress, and with a rival,
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CE:‘}‘:_L comprehend, we can trace the true source of the suspension of

1636-37.

New con-
tract for silk
withthe King
of Persia.

The trade on
the Coroman-
del Coast be-
gins tobepro-
ductive.

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLZEL

the trade at‘Surat, during this season.()

It had been a question at Surat, whether it would not be more
expedient, by simple purchase and sale at GomsroON, to obtain
Persian silks, than to renew the contract with the King of Persia:
—in this year, however, Mr. Gibson, the Agent at Ispahan, had
presented a petition to the King, for payment of the arrcars of
silk, and reccived a favourable answer, and this event had induced
hin,on the 16th July 1636, to torm a new contract, for three years.
By this contract, the King agreed, that a thousand loads of sitk
should he delivered to the English, within this specified time, for
which they were to pay forty-two Tomands, or above s£126
sterling, per load, one-third in ready money, and two-thirds
in broad-cloths, kersies, and tin. This agreement discovers,
that, notwithstanding the Convention with the Portuguese, and
the opposition from the Dutch, the English Agents were au-

thorized to retain a proportion of the Persian trade.®
The trade on the CoromanpeL Coasr, this season, from
the factors having received supplies of stock from Bantam, was
assuming a more favourable appearance ; for the factors at Ma-
sulipatam informed the Court, that they should be able to furnish
investments in Coast cloths, annually, to the amount of from
£40,000 or s£50,000 sterling, and for this purpose, they would

require a proportion of broad-cloth, lead, and vermilion, and
a regular

(1)—~Letters between the President and Council of Surat and Captain Weddel, 2gth
August and 24th October 1630.
(2)—Letter from the Agent and Council at Ispahan to the Court, 22d January 1635-36
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a regular supply of gold and silver, and, in general, that the

343

CHAP. .
A

returns would amount to £80,000 per annum ; but that, to en- 1636-37.

able them to carx;y on this trade, an additional number of factors
and writers, properly qualified, would be required from England,
and permission given to huild and employ two small vessels, as
coasters :—in their transactions,however, they had been exposed to
the oppression of the native Governor and officers at Masulipatam,
who, with the Dutch, were endeavoring to excite the prejudices
of the King of Golcondah against them, notwithstanding the
Phirmaunds which he had so recently granted for their
protection.)

The President and Council of BANTAM, in their communica-
tions of this season, represented the great importance of the
Coromandel trade to that of Bantam, and the Southern stations,
and repeated their opinion of the necessity of strengthening
Armagon, because this port was the best security the Company
eould have, for the preservation of their privileges, on the
Coromandel Coast j—that the amount of pepper obtained at
Bantam, had been inconsiderable, not only from their want
of stock and shipping, but from there having arrived from

Holland, not less than twenty-two large ships, with pro-

portionafe stock :—with the view, however, of keeping up the

trade, they had sent a small vessel on an experiment, to Ban-
b

jarmassin, which had returned with a hundred and fifty

thousand pounds weight of pepper ;—that they had fixed a

station:

(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Masulipatam to the Court, 20th September

and 1st December 1630,

The Presidens
cy of Bantam
opens a trade
for pepper, at
Palambang
and Banjar-
massin,
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CHAPY. 1.
N
1636-37.
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station at Pallambang having obtained from its chief, permission
to erect a factory, from which they hoped to receive, annually,
five hundred tons of pepper ;—that, at Bantam, the King
continued to refuse them permission to build a factory, or
additional store-houses, but had continued his general protection;
and that he still was at war with the Dutch, though, from the
pacific disposition of their new Governor General, Van Diemen,

the prospect of a peace was becoming more probable.®™

(1)—Letter from the President and Council at Bantam to the Court, 20th December 1636.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

1637-38.

Tar disputes in England, had discouraged the Directors
of the London Company, from taking those decisive measures
(which, by their Cbarter and exclusive privileges, they were
entitled to do, to ward off the evils which they foresaw must
arise) from the protection afforded to Courten’s Association.
The information which the Company had received, of the sei-
zure of their property, and the imprisonment of their servants,
at Surat, in consequence of the depredations on the Mogul
junks, alleged to haw:e been committed by Courten’s ships, had
compelled them to address a remonstrance to the Privy Coun-
cil, from which they could only obtain a promise of the King’s
letter to the Governor of Surat, disclaiming any powers having
been granted to Captain Weddel, and others, to commit such
depredations, and that an enquiry would be instituted into the
case, as soon as those ships should return to England. The
Directors, formerly, could only send instructions to their servants
abroad, to withhold any assistance or encouragement to Courten’s
factors or shipping :—n this year, this precaution became in-
effectual, because the question had assumed the more serious
form of two Companies; as Mr. Courten had obtained privi-
leges almost equivalent to those which the London Company
enjoyed.

VoL. I To

CHAP. 1.
—
1637 -38.

Privileges,
nearly equal
to those of
the Compa-
ny, conferred
on Courten,
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1637 -38.
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the Attorney
General, and
others, to re-
port on ;
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To bring this subject into distinct view, it must be recol-
lected, that Courten’s project had arisen out of the convention
between Surat and Goa, and that his professed object was, to
open a trade with places in the East-Indies, to which the
Company’s shipping had not resorted, thatis, to participate in the
advantages which might arise from this new opening to the

Portuguese ports.

Several of Courten’s ships had returned to England in this
seagon (1637-38), and as they brought home large investments,
the sales of which produced considerable profits to the adventu-
rers in the Association, the subject alarmed the Directors, as
threatening, not only the safety of their Joint Stock, but the
preservation of those seats of trade, which, with so much per-
severance, and at such great expences, constituted the whole of
their dead stock ;—a stock which must be irretrievably lost, if .a
check should not be given to the proceedings of this domestic
rival, and if lost,’ must endanger the existence of the direct
trade to the East-Indies, and place the whole in the hands
of the Portuguese and Dutch, against whom they had, for so
many years, struggled. .

Under these circumstances, the Company presented a pe-
tition to the Crown for protection, which was referred to Edward
Herbert, Esq. the Attorney General, Sir Abraham Shipman,
Philip Burlamachi, Esq. and others, with instructions to take
the subject of East-India affairs into their consideration, and to
report the result. The Company, in this petition, represented,

that they had experienced the greatest hardships from the op-
pressions

EAST-INDIA COMPANXNY.
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pressions of the Portuguese and Dutch, and had, for a series of CHAP. L

years, though ineffectually, been soliciting the aid of the Crown, 1637 -38.

for compensation, and for redress of grievances;— that they
bad, first, by a truce, and next by a Convention, been endeavour-
ing to accommodate their differences with the Portuguese, both
in Persia, and at Surat, at which, from the recent famine and
the oppressions of the native officers, their affairs were in a
desperate situation ;— that by the interferences of Courten’s
shipping at home, their sales had been clogged, and that they
had been compelled to sell their saltpetre to Government, below
the value ;— that, from the payment of excessive customs,
from the rivalship of the Dutch in Europe, and from the new
Association, the Company’s trade had almost been ruined ;—that
although the present Joint Stock amounted only to 5£425,000, the
Company bad, to support the trade, expended ahove 5£800,000,
and still farther sums would be requisite, which could not be raised
without the King’s protection, and the removal of those dis-
couragements, with which their trade had been burdened ;—
and that they could not conceive any better means could be
devised, for carrying on the East-India commerce, than by a
Joint Stock, under the management of a Governor, Deputy,
and twenty-four Committees, or Directors, authorized and pro-

tected by the Crown. ®
' Yy 2 This

(1)—Answer of the Governor and Court of Directors of the East-India Company to a
Declaration exhibited to His Majesty, respecting the East-India Trade, 1638, (East<India
JPapers in the State Paper Office, Nos. 133, 134).
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This representation was offered, at the time when a new

_1_6:2&1::’3 grant to Courten was in agitation, and was followed by a

grant to second petition, stati omBE o v
Courten con- i » stating that the Company trusted no new powers
firmed : would be given to this Association, contrary to the Charter

of the London Company, or in opposition to the instructions
they had sent to their factories, in the preceding season ;—
that Captain Weddel, and his associates, might be enjoined
to confine themselves to such ports, within the Company’s limits,
as did not interfere with their established factories and trade ;—
and that the Company might be allowed to justitute prosecutions
agaiust Courten and his associates, for auy irregularities which
their ships might commit, and which might expose the Company’s
serwants, and their property, to retaliation by the native powers.(')

This strong representation of the East-India Company, and
their subsequent petitions, do not appear to have had any effect
on the King or Council, for a new grant was issued, in June
1637, to Courten’s Association, by which the King confirmed
the former privileges given to them, and allowed them to trade,
for five years, to all places in India, where the Old Company
had not settled any factories or trade, before the 12th December
1635; and with permission to export, during the said term,
%£40,000, in gold and silver bullion, to India, and to re-export
India goods, free of customs. In this grant, William Courten,

Esq.

(t)~Petition of the Rast-India Company 10 1he King. (MSS. in the Indian Register
Office, No. 79,—38).
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Esq. was substituted in place of his father, Sir William Courten, CHAP. L

who died soon after the passing of the first grant.( 1637 -38.
On receiving this new grant, Courten’s equipments pro- — andthe
Company en-

ceeded; and when they were ready for sea, in the spring of joitéed not to
’ trade at the :

1637-38, a letter was addressed by Sir Francis Windebanck, ports where
Courten had

Secretary of State, to the Governor of the London Cempany, established

factories,

signifying to him the King’s express command, that orders

should be given to all the Captains of ships, and other servants
of the East-India Company, not to trade at Batticolo (where
Courten had settled a factory) or to any other parts on the
Coast of Malabar and the Indies, where Mr. Porter, Mr.
Courten, or their agents, had established their trade.®”

The impression which these events, and this letter from the gﬁ‘i{"zﬂgﬂ‘w
Secretary of State, made on the Gavernor and Court of Com- :ﬁfs’%fc:;’w_’
mittees, appears from the strong language in which, on the
following day, the Court drew up their general instructions to
the President and Council at Surat:—they say, “ Wee could
¢ wish that wee could vindicate the reputacon of our nation
¢ in these partes, and do ourselves right, for the losse and
““ damage our estate, in those parts, have susteyned ; but of all
¢ these wee must beare the burthen, and with patience sitt still,

¢ untill we may find these frowning tymes more auspicious to us

 and to our affayres.”

In

(1) —Rymer's Foedera, vol. xx, page 146.—— Anderson’s History of Commerce,

vol. ji, page 372.
(2)—Letter from Sir Francis Windebanck to the Governor of the East-India Company,

dated 15th March 1637-38. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 115).
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CHAP. L, The Court directed the President and Council to persevere
}rf,"\iz);g? in the Surat trade, notwithstanding the authorize'd interference
to ;fzseitcx;dio of Courten’s Association ;—acknowledged the receipt of a large
perieverein - quantity of silk from Persia, but that it was in a damaged. state ;

—and desired that they might continue their efforts to obtain pep-
per from Goa, and even allowed them to grant bills on the Court,
for any spare money which Captain Weddel might wish to leave
with them, or to purchase produce from him, at reasonable rates ;
~—and, that the trade might be encouraged, on the Coromandel
Coast, from the importance of the exchanges of piece goods in

the Java and Sumatra markets, @

Depre«ced The state of the Company’s affairs abroad, in this season,
state ot the

companys ~can only becollected fromthe information which the Court received

trade, in this

Yoo from — from Persia, and, indeed, from the circumstances under Wl.llCh

f;:;”“v“’,if;‘;s SuraT was placed, at the close of the last season, more particu-
larly by the embarrassment from Captain Weddel’s interfe-
rences, it was not possible to make up investments, in any

] degree proportioned to those of preceding years.

/P\;‘:is (()}fib- The events in Persia unfold the reasons of the low state of

o B his trade. M. Gibson, who had been Agent in Persia, died
this scason, and on cxamining his books, it was discovered, that

instead of applying the Company’s cash to the promotion of their
trade,

(1)==General Letter from the Court of Directors to the President and Council at Surat,

16th March 1637-38. (MSS. in the Indian Register Office, vol. iii, 1634 to 1058).
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trade, he had lent four thousand Tomands, or above :£12,000
sterling, to the Dutch, which had enabled them to obtain silk,
and to bear down the English purchases of that article. This
fraud had disgusted the Persian government at his successor,
who informed the President and Council of Surat, that unless
a new Agent of character should be appointed, the trade must
be ruined, and that the diminution of the Customs at Gombroon
must be ascribed to this delinquency; — that, however, the
accidental circumstance of the Dutch having borrowed money
from the Armenian merchants, to the large amount of #£100,000,
and not having stock to discharge this debt, had roused this power-
ful class of people to make an application to the Court, to stop the
export of silk by the Dutch, till the money due to them should be
paid.

While the trade at Surat, and in Persia, was in this em-
barrassed situation, President Methwold returned to Europe,
and had been succeeded by Mr. Fremlen, who, on taking a
view of the distressed state of the trade at both ports, had
proceeded to Gombroon, at which he arrived in December 1636,
and reported to the Court,—that the Persian market had hitherto

not been properly understood, either in its imports or exports, for

" broad-cloth would sell fifty per cent. better at Surat, than in

Persia, and less profit would accrue from the exchange of cloth,
than from the simple purchase of silk, with money;—that the
experiments which had been made, of a trade between Ma-
sulipatam and Gombroon, had been profitable, and if pro-
perly supported, might be rendered more productive ;—and that

the

351
CHAP. L
N,
1637- 38.

President
Fremlen'sre-
port on the

Persian trade.
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Cw the trade hetween Gombroon and Tatta, which was better under-
1637 -38. stood by the Persians, might also be improved, and have a pro-
fitable result; and, therefore, that a new system of regulations,
for the management of the Persian trade, must be devised and
enforced, otherwise the Phirmaunds, and high charges expended
in acquiring them, would be unavailing ;—and that, at the close
of the season, the Dutch still remained in debt to the Persians
twenty-onc thousand Tomands, or =#£65,000 sterling, and would
not be permitted to ship a single bale of silk, till this debt should
be discharged.
These general descriptions of the Company’s affairs, i
which no refercnce is made to the state of their trade, either on
'the Coromanper Coast, or at BANTAM, were, by no means,
sufficient to cnable the foreign Presidencies to take measures,
for invigorating their declining commerce, more particular-
ly when they learned, that on Captain Weddel’s delivering
King Charles’s letter to the Viceroy of Goa, permission was
granted to him to hire a house, and to land his goods, though
from jealousy of the English, he was not allowed to remain

longer in that port, than till the end of the monsoon.®

1)~L i
(1)~—Letters from the Agents and Councils at Ispahan aud Gombroon, 18th July and
5th October 1637, and 13th January 1637-38.

Qa0
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1638-39.

Tur dissentions in Britain, between the parties which, on cuap. 1.

ects, divided the nation, % this year appeared under 1638.39,
different forms in England and in Scotland .—in England, parties S;?:ﬁ?yme
King for an

were employed in promoting their claims of rights ; in Scotland, ;.0 cqen
of their trade

parties were contesting for the form which the established re- [, the
in that kingdom should assume. Reference to these gﬁfhco‘g‘r‘l
because they discover the difficulty with ;‘:?Ofl_m“’c"

political subj

ligion
subjects is made,

which the London Company could apply to the Crown, either

interferences with the States General, to obtain redress

for its
he Dutch, or from Courten’s Association, whose fleets had

from t
proceeded to the East, under a protection almost equal to
that by which the London Company had originally been

established, and under which they had, for a series of years,

at much expence, and with many risks, maintained a direct

trade to the East-Indies.

Notwithstanding these difficulties, the London Company
persevered in their application to the King and Privy Council, for
their interferences to adjust the disputes with the Dutch, and

for having a distinct line of conduct assigned them, with respect

to Courten’s Association.

The

voL. I. Zz
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v ~y .
The Governor and Directors were heard hefore the King

. ) I ' . )
and Privy Council, on the 25th May 1638, on the subject of

their grievanees, when the King was pleased to appoint a Com-
mittee, consisting of the Archhishop of Canterbury, the Lord
Keeper of the Great Seal, the Lord Treasurer, the Lord Privy
Scal, the Karl Marshal of England, the Karl of Dorset,
Lord Cottington, My. Comptrolier, Mr. Secretary Coke, and
Mr. Secretary Windehangly, under instructions, to take into their
consideration the propositions which the Company might offer,
on the subject of the trade ;—to form regulnti(ms for this trade,

which might satisfy the noblemen and gentlemen, who were

adventurers in if, that their stock had heen properly managed ;—

to vary the principle on which the India trade had been con-

ducted, or that of a general Joint Stock, in such a manner, as

to enable each adventurer to employ his stock to his own ad-

vantage ;—to  have the trade under similar regulations with

those obscrved by the Turkey, and other English  Compa-

nies ;—to consider how the differences with the Dutch mig]lt

, and to the satisfaction

> Y X . . ., » "
of the Company ;—and to devise a plan for uniting Courten’s

to his Ad-

be accommodated, to his Majesty’s honor

Association with the Company, without prejudice
venturers ;—and, in general, to report from time to time, to his
Majesty, on these subjects,

. . . .
This reference discovers, not only that the King and Council
but

that

were satisfied the claims on the Dutch were well founded,

L
(1) ~Order of Council regarding the East-India Trade. (East-India Papers in the

Atate Paper Office, 25th May 1638.  No. 116).
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that an opinion began to be entertained, that the continuance of CHAP I

Couwrten’s Association, and the London Company’s trade, was 1638-39.
incompatible, and that the only method of remedying an evil,
of which complaint had been made by the Company, would

be, to recommend an union hetween an established corporation,

and a licensed association of private merchants.

This Committee do not appear to have made any report on fgszen;ie:isg-
the subjects referred to them, as the Company were again under I\g:]enprotlﬁiase;
the necessity, in September following, to present another petition té)l:'??i:?rvtheir
to the King. To this petition his Majesty was pleased to declare o

e, as follows :—to the first request, that justice sho
nders of the two ships sent

the King decided, that

his pleaswr uld

be done on the employers and comma
‘0 the Red Sea, for their piracies,
mediately appointed to investigate
that business, and on their report, the Company should
ding to law:—to the Company’s se-

a committee should be 1m

have satisfaction, accor
request, to be released from payment of the new customs

cond
and for a lopger time than one

on East-India commodities,

for exportation of their goods, referen
d Cottington, to examine the East-India

year, ce was made tothe

Lord Treasurer and Lor
and the Farmers of the Customs, an to report to

Committees,
point :—to their third request,

the King their opinion on this

that the King would interpose his
ome satisfaction from the Dutch, and

authority with the States

General, to obtain s

some station in the Molucca and Banda Islands, conform-
bJ

ably to the treaty of 1619,
cady cntered nto negotiations regarding that treaty,

Zz2 as

it was answered, that the King

had alr
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CHAP. I. as some of the Company well knew :—to their fourth requcst, ‘

1638-39. or that the King would be pleascd to renew the Company’s
Charter, with additional privileges, it was answered, that < his The situation of affairs at thev foreign settlements, this season, CHAP. I
¢ Majesty was pleased nowe to expresse his gracious intentions (1638-39) can best be collected, from the procee ding; of Captai r: 159—);3,:3?)
¢ to renew the said Companies Charter, and to grant them such Weddel, with the ships of Courten’s Association, in his inter- i e
“ fit enlargement of their priviledge, as may bee for their en- ferences with the Company’s trade, and from th(:, effect which géi?ggzgis
“ couragement, and the hetter government of their trade.” bis irregularities produced on the native powers, in prejudicin ;)t;y(}:z;:,;t

Sutement of  The Company having received the King's assurances, that them against the trade of the English. 8

ed trom the he had entered into negotiations with the States General, to It will be recollected, that when Captain Weddel sailed

Dutch,
obtain redress of their grievances they drew up, at the close

of this season (March 1638-39) a statcment of losses by
the Dutch East-India Company, since the explanatory treaty
of 1622, under the heads of general losses at Polaroon,

. . g =R -
Batavia, and at Jaccatra and Bantam, amounting to £214,798;
spice trade,

m

besides particular losses at Bantam, and in the
and at Surat, amounting to £177,000, and the injuries
to the State, by the plunder of the native subjects of Po-
laroon, to the amount of £125,000 ; leaving his Majesty,
for the injuries

to seeck reparation, as atter of state,
d the obstruction

sustained by the Massacre at Amboyna, an

given to the privileges the Company had acquired, and pur-

chased, in Persia. @

The

(13-=Order of Council, signifying his Majesty's declaration on the Petition of the

Bast-India Company, dated Oatlands 2d September 1636. (East-India Papers in the State

Paper Office, No. 118). W
(2)—Abstract of Grievances sustaiad by the Fast-India Company from the Dutch,

y sth March 1638-30. (Fast-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 120.)

from England on his second voyage, he was rendered indepen-
dent of the London Company, by the new grant to Courten’s
Association, and empowered to form distinct factories and trade :

—On his arrival at Goa, (at which port, from having been a
Company’s servant, he was known), he fixed an agency, and
commenced trade :—from Goa, he proceeded to Batticolo, at which
he also fixed an agency, and obtained part of his investment :—
from this port he stretched over to Acheen, at which he got
a grant for a factory, and having money, as part of his stock,
purchased produce:—from. hence he proceeded to Canton,
where he met with opposition from the Chinese and Portuguese,
and, in revenge, attacked a fort at Cgton, which he carried, and
collected about seventy bales of China goods, but, on account of
this violence, had been obliged to leave the China Seas, and to
return to Masulipatam to refit :—here, again, he had recourse to
violence, and though he got part of his investment, he was

not permitted to settle an agency at that port, but sub-.

sequently
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. » . « R . . . R
CUAP T sequently fixed one at Rajahpore, in the King of Visiapores
e
1638 -39. dominions (M
Presidem:‘ix of With such a rival, and, at the same time, having to strug-
Surat mediate .
ot gle against the Dutch, accidental events supported the Company
tween the : ) .
Mogulandthe at SuraT, rather than the sllipping or stock, which had arrived
Poruguese, )
from England ;—a new Governor (Mirza Mulk) Lad becn ap-
pointed, and having been dirceted by the Mogul to come to
terms with the Portuguese, and restore peace, he had applied
to the English President to become mediator, and to assist himn
in the negotiation.  This event obtained protection for the
English, and facilitated  their sales and  purchases’s _ the
President, however, explained to the Court, that the war hetween
the Mogul and Portuguese had, on the whole, been favorable,

both to the English and Dutch, because the Surat merchants

would not trust their goods in the Indian shipping, but had sent

h

them, on freight, on board English and Dutch vesscls, by whic

they had derived the profits of the carrying trade.®
:‘c'c\;viﬂlgccr;r;- The Company’s trade in Persia, had received sup-
' r ~port, from the effect produced on the King, on receiving Kiag
Charles’s letter, and the pictures of the Royal Family, an incidont

& w hich

(1)~—General Letter from the Presidency of Surat to the Court, 29th December 1639
Letter from the Agent and Council at Masulipatan1 to the Presidency of Surat, 20th

July 1638,

. anuar
(2)—General Letter from the Presidency of Surat to the Court, 15th January

1638-39.

nxe
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which Mr. Merry, the new Agent, had endeavored to improve CHAP. L
hy entering into and obtaining a new contract for. silk, one Phir- 1638-39.
maund for the fulfilment of it, and another, to enable him to
recover the debts due under the old contract. On this encou-
ragement, Agents had beeu dispatched to the different provinces,
in which silk could be procured, but had been obliged to make
large presents to the different Persian ministers.

The customs at Gombroon, this season, had been incon-
siderable, from the low state of trade, and from a collusion
which the Agent had suspected, between the English commanders,
the factors on shore, and the Persian officers, which it would be
his object to trace, and to prevent, in the subsequent season,
and he hoped for support from the favorable disposition of the
Ettaman Dowlut, or Vizier, though he was apprehensive he
might be checked by the Shahbunder, who was inimical to the
English.®

The Company’s trade on the CoroMANDEL Coast, at this Armagon

found au an-
juncture, had experienced repeated checks, from the oppressions favourable si-

of the officers of the King of Golcondah, who had prevented :?;ézzon o
their receiving from the native merchants and manufacturers,
the goods for which they had contracted, and from no attention
having been paid to the solicitations of the Agents for relief.
Under these circumstances, the Agent at Masulipatam stated,
that though Armagon was a necessary station for preserving the
Company’s stores, its situation was not favorable to the increase
of

(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Ispghan to the Cowt, 21st April and 12th
November 1638.
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CHAP. L. of commerce, and that it would be expedient to select some ‘
1638-39. other place on the Coast, which, from being better situated,
would enable the English to acquire a larger share in the

Coromandel trade(®

(1)~Letter from the Agent and Council at Masulipatam to the Agent at Galcondah,
26th Apiil 1638.—— Letter from the Agent and Council at Masulipatam to the Presidency

of Surat, 17th May 1638,

EAST~-INDIA COMPANY,

1639-40.

Ir the struggles between the parties, which now assumed a

361

CHAP. 1

more regular character, had, in the preceding year, obliged the 1639-40.

. . . . C
London Company to confine their domestic transactions to peti- renony their

tions to the King and Council, for redress of grievances from i

petitions to

he King and

Council.

from the Dutch, or from the interferences of Courten’s As-
sociation, the situation of the Government, in 1639-40, was
daily becoming more unfixed and perilous. A civil war, in
Scotland, had commenced, against which the King called on his’
English subjects for military support, but this war terminated
by a treaty, which left the royal interests weakened, and the
opponents of the King more firmly established in their projects.
While public affairs were in this situation, the East-India
Company again presented a petition to the King, in which
they enumerated their grievances, nearly in the same terms, as
in the preceding season; and concluded by stating the absolute
necessity they should be under, of abandoning the trade, unless
the protection they prayed for was afforded them. This peti-
tion appears to have so far attracted the attention of Govern-
ment, that the claims of the Company, and of Courten’s As-
sociation, were referred to a Committee of the Privy Council,
who were directed to investigate the business, and to report

VOL. I. 3 A on
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N

CHADP: 1 i at the Kino mi s enabled to declare his
| on it, that the King might be enabled to declare his pleasure
1639 -40. on the subject.

s .. gyt L . . . .
H]w King re- I'his Committee of the Privy Council having called before them
solves to

revoke Cou- the Farmers of the Customs, the principal Adventurers in Sir

ten’s licence,

anct o venew Williaan Courten’s Association, and the Governor, Deputy,

the Com

pany’s Char- and Committees ot the London Company, and having investi-
ter, on condi- ) )

fl.‘.’l‘mg;, ‘(‘l‘;‘i: gated their several claims and demands, made a report to the
doint Sk, King, on the 2d November 1639, who, on the 10th December
following, was pleased, in presence of  Mr. Courten, the
Farmers of the Customs, and the Committees of the East-
India Company, to declare his plcusurﬁ on the petition of the
London Company, on the following points :—that in respect
to the wrongs and injurics done by the Dutch, the King had
proceeded so far in the treaty, for the Company’s satisfaction,
that the same was now ina fair and hopeful way of accommo-
dation;—that, with respeet to the depredations committed by
Cobb and Eyres, in the Red Sea, the King allowed the Company
leave to right themselves, by the ordinary course of law;—
that, in regard to the customs or imposts, the King was l)lcased
to grant the Company the swme liberty, in point of time, for
exportation, as formerly, and to allow them, from six months
to six months, for payment of duties ;—that, His Majesty would
revoke all Patents, formerly granted, for plantations beyond the

Al o . » . Ty .
Cape of Bona Speranza, and grant no more of the same kind ;
allowing,

(1)—"Petition of the Fast-Tudia Company to the King, and Order in Council thereon,

27th Octeber 1639, (MSS. in the Indian Register Office, No. 3~=215).
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allowing, only, to Mr. Courten and his adventurers, reasonable CHAP. L
time to withdraw their settlements, and to bring home their goods 1639-40.
and shipping ;—and that a new Subscription should be entered
igto by the East-India Adventurers, for carrying on the trade on
an extensive Joint Stock ; and when such Subscription should be
completed, His Majesty would renew the Company’s Charter,
and grant such additional privileges as might be found necessary
and expedient ¢ for carrying on soe greate and important a
¢ trade.” A Court of the Generality, or Proprictors, was to be
immediately summoned, at which, by the King’s command,
Lord Cottington was to be present, to declare to them His
Majesty’s gracious intentions in their favor. ®

On the basis of this declaration of the King, it became Conditions of

. . the projected
necessary for the Governor, Deputy, and Committees, to meet Fourth Joint

the Adventurers in a General Court, for the purpose of sub- Stock
mitting to them the Preamble for a new Joint Stock, as one of
the conditions upon which His Majesty was disposed to renew the
the Company’s Charter and exclusive privileges, with such addi-
tional powers as would enable them more effectually to carry on
their trade. This Preamble proceeded on the frequent calls
which the Proprietors had made on the Court, to close the
former, or Third Joint Stock, and to bring home the remains,
on account of the difficulties which the trade had experienced,
from the infringements on the Charter, by Courten’s As-
sociation, in England, and from the oppressions of the

3A2 Dutch

(1)—Order in Council, relative to the East-India trade, 10th December 1620,  (Rasr

India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 123).
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Dutch, and Courten’s ships, in the East Indies ;—it was there-

1639-40. fore proposed, on account of the encouragement and protec-

tion which had been promised them, and the prospect of re-
estublishing their settlements and trade, to raise a Subscriptiqg

tor anew, ov Fowrth Joint Stovek, on the following conditions :—

}st.  That the Subscription should be paid in four years,

and that it should be determined, by the majority of subscribers
in a General Court, in what manner, and by whom, the same
should be managed ;~—the managers to be elected annually.
2d. That the subscription should be open to all persons,
as well foreigners ag English, till the 1st of May 1640, and
the instaliments paid quarterly.  3d. That in case of default
of payment of the instalments, one and a half per cent. per
month should be levied, as a fine, till such payment should be
made.  4th. That no Englishiman should he allowed to subscribe
fess than .£500, and no foreigner less than .£1,000. 5th, That
if any Englishman should buy any share, after the books were
closed, he should pay #£20, and a foreigner s£40, as a fine, for
his frecedom, to the proposed new Company. 6th. That to
prevent inconvenience and confusion, the old Company, or
Adventurers in the Third Joint Stock, should have sufficient
tume allowed for bringing home their property, and should send
no more stock to India, on that account, after the month of
May 1640. @

The

{1)~—Preamble to a Subscription for a new Joint Stock for Trade to the Fast-Indies,
28th Janvary 1639-40.  (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No, 124).

EAST~INDIA COMPANY.

The state of the Company’s affairs, at this crisis, dis-
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N
covers, that the King and Council had become sensible of 1639 40.

the impracticability of preserving the direct trade to the East-
Indies, by any other meauns, than by a chartered Company,
with exclusive privileges, as the Patents to Courten were to
be withdrawn ; and, that without a New Joint Stock, to in-
vigorate the trade, the losses which the Company had sustain-
ed, from domestic and foreign rivals, had been so great, that
unless they should be recovered, the trade, even on new and
Jarge funds, could not be preserved.

Though the impraved situation of the Presidency of
Surat, in the preceding season, originating in the desire of the
Mogul government to come to terms of peace with the Portu-
guese, and the selection of the English President, as the mediator
in the negotiation, had placed the Company’s trade at Surat in
more favorable circumstances than it had been for years,
the complaint of the oppressions of the Dutch, at this time,
assumed a new aspect. Instead of opposing the English by
commercial projects, or intrigues with the native powers, they
asserted their right of searching the Company’s vessels on the
Malabar Coast, and, at the same time, carried on an active war
against the Portuguese, in which the English had neither ship-
ping nor authority to assist their allies, under the Convention ;
the President, therefore, stated that unless reinforcements should

arrive,

Trade at §y.
rat depressed,
by the Duteh
searching
Company’s
ships for Por..
tuguese pro-
perty, and by
Cotirten's
shipping.
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arrive, Goa was in danger of falling into the hands of the
Dutch. At Surat, and along the whole range of the Malabar
Coast, the Company’s trade was, from this aggression of the
Datch, exposed to obstruction and to plunder; and, in such cir-
cumstances it had hecome indispensible to obtain some station,
where their servants and property could be in safety, against
any attacks which might he made on them.  Rajahpore appeared
to be (with the exception of Bombayv) the best station, 1f a
fort could be built, and a proper guard fixed at it but, n
the meantime, they had remained at Surat, and kept up the
factory at Scindy, which promised to be an useful station for
obtaining cloths, both for the Lnglish and Persian markets.
The obstructions to trade had also heen increased on the
West of India, by the interference of Courten’s factors and ship-
ping :— Captain Weddel had landed his goods at Rujahpore,
and got permission trom the Governor to send an Agent, with a
present, to the King of Visiapore, to solicit a Phirmaund for
trade in hix dominions, who had been so favorably received, that
Weddel had made a quick investment of pepper and saltpetre,
and this would render his voyage so profitable, that he would,
probably, on his return to England, solicit the enlargement of his
privileges.  The "Company’s Resident at Rajahipore, protest-
ed, as this port tay to the north of Goa, that the attempt of
Captain. Weddel to interfere at it, was contrary to the King's
licenee for histrade ;—but disregarding this protest, Capt. Weddel
settled factories at Batticolo and Carwar ; encroachments which
the Presidency could not prevent, from not having a force sufli-
cient

EAST~INDIA COMPANY.

cient to resist them : it was, therefore, submitted, that measures
should be adopted in England, to put a stop to the encroach-
ments of Courten’s people, and, at all eveuts, to confine their
trade to the southward of Goa. With, however, the exception
arising from the proceedings of the Dutch and Courten’s people,
the Company’s trade at Surat, this season, had on the whole
heen prosperous, and in particular, a very large and cheap in-
vestment of indigo had been made at Agra, @

The effect of the new regulations, which were introduced by
the President of Surat, for the trade in Persza, and the orders of
the Court to sell off their furniture at Ispahan, and concentrate
their trade at Gombroon, began now to be felt. Phirmaunds
had been obtained by the Agent at the Persian Camp, for the
delivery of two hundred and sixty-five Joads of silk, and for the
payment of the arrears of customs at Gombroon(:win this
situation, the Agents hoped to obtain the whole of the silk con-
tracted for, but were apprehensive that it would be difficult to
bring the Persian ministers to enter into a new contract. At
Gombroon, the customs had annually decreased, from the
fraudulent dealings of the Shahbunder, and from a misunder-
standing which had taken place between the King of Persia
and the Mogul, who had prohibited his subjects from trading

.

to that port. @
The

(1)~—General Letters from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, 28th Janue
ary and 20th February 1634-40.
(2)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Ispehan to the Cowt, dated 50 Decemben

1639, and 28th February 1034-40.
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CHAP. 1. The embarrassed situation of the Company’s trade at Masv-

Ve . Al -
1639-40. vipaTam, induced that Agency to represent to the Court,
Phirmaund . L. . C andel
obuinedfrom the necessity of obtaining some station on the Coroman
the King of . To i
Goleondab,  Coast, that would he more favorable to trade, and at which their
for additional .
privileges of gervants and property could be placed in greater security :—and
trade at Ma-

alipeam.  repeated the opinion, that the fortifications at Armagon ought
to be continued, for the protection of the trade on that part of
the Coast.  Another Agent had been sent to the King of Gol-

condah, who had obtained a Phirmaund, for a free trade fc

the English Company in his dominions, and prohibiting his sub-

jects from again witlﬂmlding the goods for which they had con-

. 23 Al
tracted, or refusing the payment of debts due to the Company,

Dutch,

In these applications the Agent had heen opposcd by the
. . . . ade
who, notwithstanding the large presents which they had made,
. . ) . whle with

had not been able to obtain a Phirmaund, equally favorable

that granted to the Company.
ed the Agent and

The Naig of Though these Phirmaunds had so far reliev
an they had

Madraspatam . . . . i he l
ofters permis: Council at Maswlipatam, they still pcrsevcrell in the p
sion to the .

Englishtoset- submitted to the Court, of finding a situation on the

tie at that . . than
port, and the del Coast, better caleulated for the protection of the trade
e of the

Portuguese at on
;?y Thomé  Armagon :—for this purpose they sent Mr. Day, o
riendly tothe . .
. . . . e . . : uese
project. Council, to examine the country in the vicmity of the Portug

S
! S ’ ‘ ) I wa
station of St. Thom¢, who reported, that MADRASPATAN
the best Coast g()ods
permitted

Coroman-

a situation, at which, in his opinion,
could be procured, and that, on his application to he

. X X ) . PRV ered
to establish & station at it, the Naig of the district had off

. . . . e . Knolish
to build a fort, at his own expence, at which, if the Eng
would

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.
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would settle, they should be exempted from all customs on CHAP. I
) . N e
trade. This offer the Agent at Masulipatam recommended to 1639-40.

the attention of the Court, as proper to be accepted, without
delay, more particularly as the Portuguese at St. Thomé¢ had
behaved in the most friendly manner, and had offered to give

every assistance in forming this establishment. ™

(1)—Letter from the Agent and Council at Masulipatam to the Court, 28th October
1639.—— Phirmaund from the King of Golcondah, granting privileges of trade to the
English Company, dated in August 1639, (MSS. in the Indlan Register Office, marked F.,
unbound, page 195)._ ) i
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The neces-

sities of the
Crown oblige
the King to
take theCom-
pany's store
of pepper on
credit, and to
sell it at a re-
duced price.
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1640-41.

THE events, in Great Britain, in this year, tended to
unhinge the whole frame of the established government;—
the charges of conducting an army against the Scots, obliged
the King to assemble a Parliament, conceiving, as his opponents
in Scotland had been detected in a correspondence with the
King of France, that the jealousy of the English of foreign
interference, would induce the Parliament to grant him supplies :
—in this expectation he was disappointed, and afraid of losing the
only resources on which he had hitherto relied, he dissolved i,
after a session of only twenty-two days. This event encreased
the discontents, and having broken off with the Scots, led to
the ineffectual treaty of Rippon. In this emergency a new
Parliament was summoned, to which the King made every
possible concession, but without effect; and these transactions
prepared the kingdom for a civil war.

Amid such complicated distress, we have to look to the
conduct of the East-India Company, struggling to preserve their
privileges, and, if possible, to uphold their trade.

Among the expedients to which the King, in his necessity,
was obliged to have recourse, and which immediately affected the

East-India

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

East-India Company, was his obliging them to scl to the

Crown, the whole pepper which was in store, in their ware-
houses, amounting to 2,310 bags, or 607,522 lbs., which was
hought by the King, on credit, at 2s. 1ld. per pound,
or £63,283. 1ls. 1d., for which four bonds, of £14,000
each, and one for £7,283, were given by the Farmers of the
Customs, and Lord Cottington, to the Company, and one of these
bonds was to be paid regularly every six months :—this pepper
was sold by the King to different merchants, for ready money,
at one shilling and eight-pence per pound, or £50,626. 17s. 1d. ©
This expedient, to which civil commotions alone could
have induced the King to resort, could not but affect, indepen-
dently of all other circumstances, the Subscriptions to the new
Joint Stock, required in the preceding season to be the
basis, upon which the Charter and exclusive privileges of the
Company were to be renewed and enlarged ; and it is interest-
ing, in the reasons which the Company gave for the failure of
this Subscription, to observe, that the sale of the pepper, on credit,
is not mentioned; which can only be explained, by the expect-
ation of favors being obtained from the Crown, and from
that reserve which the public confusions necessarily imposed on
the minds of men, habituated to act on the principles of mer-
cantile caution.
In the memorial presented, this year, by the Company to
the Privy Council, they introduced their account of the failure
3B 2 of
(1)~Statement of the Pepper bought of the East-India Company by the King. (Hast-
India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 125).
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of the Subscription, by recapitulating the substance of the
Order in Council of the 10th December 1639, and stated, that
as the new Subscription amounted only to £22,500 (which
was totally incompetent. to carry on the trade) it now hecame
their duty to inform His Majesty and the Council of the failure
of this project, that other measures might he devised for sup-
porting the East-India  trade, and preventing its falling en-
tirely into the hands of the Duteh, and that, to the following
causes, might he attributed the unwillingness of  the Pro-
prictors, or Adventurers, to enter into the new Subscription,
vivo—that  no vecompence had hitherto been obtained for the
imjuries suffered from the Duteh ;—that no trade could, with
safety, be carried on with the BEast-Indies, unless specific re-
gulations  should e settled by public treaty with that na-
tion ; — that  whatever  restitution  or recompence might be
obtained from the Duteh, it should be made in Europe, be-
catise, in the last-Indies, the English were unable to cope with
them by foree, as they were, at this time, attacking Goa,
the Capital of the Indian possessions of  the Portuguese ;—
that the very heavy dutics, or customs, levied Englnnd, pre-
cluded them from following up the trade, on cqual terms with
the Dutch ;—that, notwithstanding the Order in Council, Mr.
Courien was fitting out ships from England, and establishing
factories in the Bast-Iudies j—and that regulations had been
introduced, relative to the internal management of the Company,
by the Order in Council, particularly in the clection of the
Governor and other oflicers, which the gencerality of the Adven-

[4 o
turers would not approve. These
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These events, and this plain statement of facts, affect- %
ing the domestic situation of the East-India Cowmpany, at this 1640-41.
crisis, afford a view, not only of the sources of the grievances
which they had experienced, but the true cause, why the only
means, by which their trade could have been restored, or a
Fourth Joint Stock, could not be raised. This circumstance is
farther interesting, in a public view, as affording evidence of
the important services which the Company had renderedto the -
public, by forming, and by continuing to uphold, a valuable
branch of the trade of the nation, at a crisis, when the convul-
sions of the State were affording an opportunity to the other
maritime. powers of Europe (in a particular manner to the
Dut.ch, whose power, at this time, was so paramount in the
East) to ovewhelm equally the credit, and the speculations, of
interlopers, or licensed English merchants.

The embarrassments of the Presidency of Surat, Enbarns-
from the power which the Dutch had assumed, of searching T(vnur;: ;mdc
English vessels, and, in general, from their asserting an
exclusive right of trade along the Malabar Coast, had led
the President and Council to recommend the necessity of fix
ing on some station (as Rajahpere) at which the servants an(—l
the property of the Company might be proteeted. The project,
however, does not appear to have proceeded on any fixed plan,
except that of selecting some place, at which such o st;ﬂi(.m

might
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might be established;— the President, on this occasion, stated

the difficulty he had found, in carrying the Court’s orders into
cffect, for opening a trade, by the Indus, to Scindy and Lahore,
for the purchase of cottons and other Indiah articles, at @
cheaper rate than at Swrat, hecause the Dutch were giving
high prices, for large investments, and because the quzmtlty
of cloths required by the pilgrims, who had proceeded in great

numbers to Judda and Mececa, had raised the prices; the ex-

nexion with

_ . ‘ \
the Portuguese, had, also, been disappointed, from the Dutc
f the Portuguese
g been

peetation of receiving Malabar goods from the con

shipping and foree being greater than that o
and English united, and from the country ships havin
exposed, to the Dutch, who, without discrimination, had cap-
tured them, and carried the crews prisoners @ Batavia "
farther, that the expedient of cploying Surat scamen in therr
coasting vessels had not answered, hecaunse they discovered to the
native Governors the particulars of the cargoes, and, in the
event of an attack, refused to defend the ships :—these circum-
stances had made an unfavorable impression on the natives,

; . i ose
who, on all occasions, abandoned that European nation wh

power appeared to he on the decline.

At the close of the season, the Presidency, having re
_ . . . g . 1 to
information that the King was disposed to afford protection

. ¥ . ’
the Company, both against the Dutch, and aguamst Courten’s
n called on for

ceived

Association, and that the Adventurers had bee

. . . ~pencies of
subscriptions to a new Joint Stock, suited to the exigencic

. . . aion of
their foreign trade, had adopted measures 1n expectation

resources

EAST-INDIA COMPANY. .

resources from this fund, for provi&ing large investments for
the ensuing season, but requested, that a supply of men might
be sent in each ship, qualified to navigate, and to command the
coasting vessels upon which the Malabar trade depended. ®

The effect of the new regulations which had been introduced
by the President of Surat, during his survey of the trade and
ports in Persia, and the Company’s orders to withdraw the
Agency from Ispahan, and to concentrate the trade at Gom-
broon, would probably have restored the trade of Persia to its
former extent, notwithstanding the bribes and negotiations of
the Dutch at Court, had not, in this season, Courten’s ships and
Agents arrived at the Persian ports :—the Company’s Agent, on
this occasion, represented, that the infringements made on the
Phirmaunds which the Company had obtained in Persia, by
these Agents and shipping, added to the weight which the Dutch
stock and shipping had acquired, had given to them a preponde-
rance in the market, and, therefore, unless effectual measures
should be taken in England, absolute ruin, not only in this

quarter, bat of the English trade, in general, must be the con-

sequence in every part of the East-Indies. Under such cir-

cumstances, the Agent and Council had found it indispen-

sable to continue their residence at Ispahan, till they should

receive a coufirmation of the Cowrt’s order to withdraw from

it; and, should this reach them, they submitted the necessity

of

(1)=~General Letter from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, dated 2gth

December 1640.

andin Persia,
by Courten’s
Agents and
the Dutch,
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of the Residency being fixed at Shiras, the heats at Gombroon
heing sa vialent, as to have produced a great mortality among
the Company’s servants,

At Gombroon, the factors had received two hundred To-
mands, in part of the arrears of the customs of the former
season, aud estimated the customs of the current year at five
handred Toman ds . —if, however, the Company would resolve
to employ foree (aud every other expedient had failed) the
Agent was of opinion, that their proportion of the customs
might be rui.scd to six thousaud Tomands per annum.)

In the year 1639-40, and while the Presidency of Surat, as
well as the Agent in Persia, were making every cftort to defend
themselves against the Dutch and Courten’s Association, Mr.
Thurston and My. Pearce had heen dispatched on a voyage of
experiment to Bussoran, with the object, if possible, of opening
a trade in the Persian Gulf, at a port not subject to that
monarchy, and at which it might he more practicable to coun-
teract the Dutch, by influence in Europe. These Agents
arrived at Cong, in Persia, in April 1640, reached Bussorah on
the 31st May, and obtained a icence from the Turkish Bashaw
to Jand their goods, under more favorable circumstances than
any other European nation enjoyed.  To  this market they
reported, that  Turkish  goods, of  all  descriptions, Were
hrought {rom  Aleppo, by Curavans, but that the sale of

Kurope goods did not afford much encouragement, the whole

()f

(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Ispahan to the Court, 5th and 10th

June G 10.
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of their cargo not producing more than thirty thousand rials,
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owing to the arrival of a large Portuguese fleet from Muscat, 1640-41.

by which the market had been glutted :—but submitted to
the Presidency of Surat, that if the trade to Bussorah should
be persevered in, it would he necessary to fix a permanent factory
at that port, which would give the Bashaw more confidence
in the trade with the English, than could be expected from single
and contingent voyages.(V

It had, for a series of years, been the opinion of the Agents
at MasvrripaTamM, that a fortified situation on the Coromandel
Coast was required, to afford protection to the Company’s servants
and property, both against the Dutch, and the native Governors,
and, upon this principle, Fort Armagon had been erected ; but,
in the two last seasons, the trade in piece goods had not heen
found productive at this station, and, in the preceding year, an
Agent (Mr. Day) had obtained an order for trade from the
Naig of the district, in the vicir;ity of St. Thomé, and the offer of

Madrastaken
possession of
by the Com-~
pany’sAgent,
on a grant
from the
Naig of the
district, and
Fort St.
Gearge erec-
ted,

building a fort at MabpraspaTam, at which the English factors -

would be in security.

The station of Madraspatam was considered to be of such
consequence, that, without waiting for the Court’s orders on
the subject, Mr. Day, who had made the original agreement
with the Naig, commenced the building of a fortification, at the
expence of the Company, allowing the town to retain its Indian
appellation, but giving to the fort the name of Forr St. Gronsr.

VOL. I. 3C As

(1)=Letter from the Factors at Bussoral, to the Presidency of Surat, 22d J.ne and

18th August 1640,
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CHAP. 1. As soun as the strength of this fort offered a security to the
1640-41. pative workmen and merchants, they resorted to it, and expecta- 1641-42
tions were entertained, that large and profitable assortments of .

piece goods might be procured at this place, suited equally to

the markets at Bantam, and in E AL .
» and in Kurope, Fax disputes between the King, and the opponents te his CHAP. 1

"l Presie ‘ _
é%\?nz;:lf prec;‘:,?:;;::: l(): ;:p:r:);’s aﬁ'a;rs :t BANTAhM ?md, in :Z; prerogative, which, in the preceding season, had threatened %:‘541-42.
5.2')‘3:‘2‘xer. supplies from Eu:'o , (; m,l: :r:;ie ’th rocm nol ¥ d a\.nngt;eecion' commotions, dangerous to the peace of the realm, in this irr)czs th’p‘c:}:‘;l
:;or::t&ﬁc. fusions in En lv'mdI 1’ 1 b" ’ U’b] ° . urillng had season, unhappily augmented, and led to those trials, which ’t’.’zls;;tglice%
trade. rot reoctved ‘gt‘ ) , hac f(:en} unable to .rehcve them, t::r ) li: were so fatal to. distinguished individuals, and o those mea- f;:l?)‘:ng:nytt:

branch of the;: ;‘:f':’"(:: iz di:ﬁl:u;‘:?;ala;:;::sfa:::si to woull(j sures, w}.lich' were not less faltal fto hth; ant;ien_.t usages of unZVaﬁ‘i’;"g‘f,

appear, that the President and Council had, ft;r several years, i},‘: h:z:s::;u:: ;‘efef'ntoﬂt:eil:::t: t: :cc::t ?(tilgo:g::z:

ersevered in the trade, as in this season (1640-41) they reported, ' ) o : \ '

fbat o experime'm o,f Obtail; . :seppgv ()‘:t ;:r)ljm;a;; o sion of th,e. aPPhcatm;:s v};hchI; th;al Com;;any had m‘ade for‘re.

failed ;—that their principal reliance for that article, was on dress of gnevan'cef, y the Dutch, or for protection 3ga1.“5t

' ’ Courten’s Association ; for, at the close of the season, the King

Jambee, at which port they had in store four hundred fons, had retired to York, and the civil wars, in fact, were ap-

ready for the ships on their arrival ;—and that, though the pepp.el' oroaching. |

erop had failed at Bantam, from excessive rains, they had dis- In the preceding season it was mentioned, that the King, cCompany ap-

patched the Ceasar, with ncarly five' hundred tons, for England, i1 his distresses to find money to éupport his authority, had pur- Iégtt'xt:gt;?,rd

on account of the Third Joint Stock.” chased the whole of the pepper, in the Company’s warehouses, on ?—rllgusgo of

(1)—General Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the Caurt, 29th credit, for £63,000, and had sold it, to different merchants in %::;;S‘?egt
. \ . . . . of the bonds
Dew:’;l))i;z?::.r from the President and Coouncil at Bantam to the Court, 37th November London, for ready Toneys ,a tan mfémor price. As a secumty, tgﬁimﬁ?n;’;s
. ‘ bonds had been granted by the Farmers of the Customs, and by fﬁi““ﬁip;’;‘?’

Lord Cottington ; and as these Farmers were more immediately Debt.
hound to pay this debt by instalments, at specified times, the

Company now pressed them to make good their obligations, and

3C2 they
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they, of course, applied to Lord Cottington, for relief, under

1641-42. whose influence they had signed the honds. In the letters of

the officers of the Customs to Lord Cottington, of the 20th
January 1641-42, they stated, that although the Company had
heen paid #£13,000, or that amount had been deducted from the
duties owing by them, there was still due :£22,500, and another
bond for s£14,000 would become due in the ensuing March :—
the Deputy of the Company, and the Committees, on that day,
had demanded payment, and threatened to put the bonds in
force, and arrest the Farmers of the Customs, who declared
themselves utterly unable to discharge the debt ; and therefore
prayed Lord Cottington, (as he had pledged himself, that even
his lands should be sold unless the Company were paid), that
immediate steps might be taken for the payment, consistently
with honor and justice.®

In this situation, the Company presented a petition to the
House of Commons, stating that there was now due to them,
on the Pepper Debt, above =£47,000, and as the customs due
by them amounted to above £12,000, prayed that this sum
might be allowed, in liquidation of part of the debt, and
measures taken, to enable them to recover the remainder, of

which they were in much want, being under a very heavy debt
at interest. @

(1)—Letter from the Farmers of the Customs to Lord Cottington, respecting the

Pepper Debt to the East-India Company, 20th January 1641-42. (East-India Papers in the
State Paper Office, No. 125).

(2)—Petition of the East-India Company to the House of Commons, relative to the

Axvears of the Pepper Debt, (B4%t-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 143).

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

These events shew, that, at home, the Company had to

struggle equally against the grievances from the Dutch, and

en’s Association, and that their foreign settlements

against Court :
were left to uphold the trade, by such expedients as they

could devise, without deriving any aid from their superiors n

England.

The expectations communicated by the Court to the Pre-
sidency of SURAT, at the close of the preceding season (1640-41),
had raised the hope of protection from the King, and supplies

from the new, or Fourth Joint Stock :—these hopes not having
e events which were taking place in Eng-

w up the series of temporary measures,

vileges which the Phirmaunds of the

been realized, from th
land, we have to follo

for preserving those pri : .
Mogul had givep and that inferior portion of the trade, which

the Dutch had not, hitherto, been able to wrest from them.

The separation of the crowns of Spain and Pf)rtugal had
taken place in thé year 1640, the intelligence of which reached
the East-Indies in this season ; the Presidency of S.urat, there-
fore, anticipated, that the Portuguese settlements 1n t}fe East-
Indies would, on reverting to that sovereignty under which they
established, become of such consequence
would regularly receive supplies of
Though the States Ge-

neral

had heen originally
to its resources, that they
money, and of troops, for their defence.
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would otherwise have taken, and to make prizes of their ships, N’
CHAP. 1. ir ir i i f a war . : 1-42,
neral had acquired their independence, in consequence o and, in great measure, to keep Goa, the seat of their govern- 164
1641-42.

with Spain, in Europe, and had, while Spain and Portugal were
united under the same sovereign, just grounds for wresting
from the Portuguese their settlements in the East-Indies, now
that Portugal was again a separate kingdom, the Dutch could
not make war on their settlements in the East-Indies, without,
at the same time, openly declaring war against their European
dominions.

The President and Council of Surat, on this occasion,
dispatched one of their ships, with an Agent, to Goa, to con-
gratulate.the Viceroy, on the accession of the House of Braganza
to the Crown of Portugal, and, at the same time, to solicit his
permission to fix an Agency at Goa, for the purpose of purchas-
ing assortments of Malabar goods, pepper, cardamoms, &c.,
and to represent, as a Convention had been made for mutual

b
support and accommodation, between the London Company’s

ment and trade, in a state of blockade.

The Viceroy of Goa had already been making exertions to
revive and re-establish the ancient relations between the Crown
of Pox‘tugél and the native princes and states; the Agent,
therefore, offered the co-operation of the London Company, te
preserve the relative trade and setilements of the two nations,
till information should arrive of the measures of the two
Crowns in Europe, who probably would fix some arrange-
ment with the States General, for placing the interests of
the three nations in the East, in future, in a state of greater
security, _

The Viceroy listened to these propositions, and a friendly
intercourse was settled, as the dispatches to his Court were put

on board one of the Company’s ships, to be delivered either to

: hat the ships and the Portuguese Ambassador at London, or forwarded, accord-
settlements and those of the Portuguese, that the shi

Agents of Courten’s Association ought to b; | excluded from
the Portuguese ports. |

ing to circumstances, to Lisbon. ®

. . ’ in PErs1A were Tradeio Per.
The difficulties of the Company’s trade i apeens

referred to the continuance of the intrigues of the Dutch, and f;g“l‘m}:; e
to the interferences of Courten’s agents and shipping :—the "Yﬁfg’fgte the
former were selling Europe goods at a loss, that they might fl?etéofr);;;ff;
engross the Persian produce, and the latter were raising ‘ngocc?if:::a

doubts in the Persian Government, of the degree of protec-
tion which the King of England would give to the London

To induce the Viceroy to accede to these propositi‘ons, the
Presidency of Surat accompanied their application with a review.
of the existing power and commerce of the Dutch in the
East-Indies, and an estimate of their European investments,
with the number and force of their fleets, and the resources
which had enabled them to acquire the command of the trade of Company,
Japan, China, and the Spice Islands; to take possession of .

Malacca, to raise the Siege of Columbo, which the Portuguese (1)—General Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 2=y,
2
would January 1641-42,
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C\‘f_{ff_-b Company. These circumstances, and the situation of the factory

1641-42. at Gombroon, the irregularities in that market, the difficulty
of recovering debts, and the continued burden of making pre-
sents to the King, to procure Phirmaunds on each distinct
subject, had frequently made the charges exceed the profits of
the trade; but the Agents determined to preserve the right to
the customs at Gombroon, which in this year, yielded seven
hundred Tomands, though this sum was not equal to the Com-
pany’s moiety, from the constant evasion of the Dutch, and
the theft of the Persian merchants.

The project of fixing a factory at Bussoran, had become
more difficult from a civil war in that ‘province ; the President
therefore sent the goods intended for Bussorah to Mocha, at
which the market was open, and the articles better suited
for the trade of India, and the investments for Europe. @

The Agency . o
at Fort i, It had been, not ouly an opinion of the Company’s factors

George ren-
dered subor-
dinate to
Bantam,

at MasuripaTam, but of the Presidencies of Bantam and Surat,
for several years, that the purchase of Coromandel Coast goods
was of great importance for the Southern trade, and bene-
ficial in the exchanges with Persia, and an important source of
articles for the Europe sales; but, in the immediately preceding

season, it was found, that though Fort Armagon was a station
which

(1)—General Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, 27th

January 1641-42. Letters from the Agent and Council at Ispahan to the Court, gth

Jane 1641,
(2)— General Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, 27th

January 1641-42.
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which could control the oppression of the native Governor of Ma- CHAP I

and afford a retreat to the Company’s servants and 1641 -42.

sulipatam,
yet that the goods obtained on this part of

property at that port,
the Coast, were neither equal in quality, por quantity, to those

got at the Portuguese station of St. Thomé : and, therefore, a

station was fixed at MADRASPATAM, and the building of Fort

St. GEoRGE commenced.
It appears, from the Surat correspondence, that the Court

considered the plan of establishing a station at Madraspatam
to be hazardous, but, at the same time, had referred the expe-
y of continuing it, to the President and Council of Surat;
who, from the superior quality of the piece goods obtained at
this station, directed the establishment of Fort St. George to be
tinued ;—and, as the commercial relations were more imme-
e between the Coromandel Coast and Bantam, this new
by the Court’s order, to be subordinate to the latter

dienc

eon
diat
station was,
Presidency.

The Presidency of BANTAM had,
] i i to obtain
reported to the Court, the failure of their experiments to row money

per and the finer spices, either at that station, or at its depen~ tuguess mer-

chants,to pur-
in this season, they rep

in the preceding year, Presidency of
Bantam bor-

pep
dencies ; but,
had not received money from England, or
Coromandel Coast, sufficient to make the necessary purchases of

pepper, they had been obliged, in order to complete their invest-
2

ment. to borrow six thousand rials from two Portuguese mer-
, 3D chants,

resented, that as they chase an in-.
vestment.

piece goods from the’

VoL. L

ident and Council of Surat to the Court, 27th January

(1)—General Letter from the Pres
1041-42,
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chants, but that, even with this fund, they had not heen able to
procurc more than thirteen hundred tons of pepper at Bantam,
and at the factories of Japarra, Banjarmassin, and Jambee,
for the homeward-hound ships :~1f, however, the Court would
furnish them with the requisite supply of stock, shipping, and
men, they could procure at Sumatra a full assortment of
pepper for the Burope and Indian markets, without running
the risk of obstructions or opposition hy the Dutch. ®

These details discover, at a period when the commotions
and eivil wars in England were depriving the Company of support
from the Crown, and rendering an appeal to any other source
impracticable, that the foreign Presidencies and factories of the
London Company were, by laudable expedients, preserving,
under many difficulties, the direct trade between England and
the East-Indies.

(1)—Letter from the President and Comncil of Bantam to the President and Council of
Surat, dated 2d August 1641,

EAST=-INDIA COMPANY.

1642-43.

In the season 1642-43, the adherents to the Royal cause,
and to the Parliament, assumed distinct and decided charac-
ters, and the confusions in Scotland, and the Irish Rebellion
occurring at the same time, the fatal civil war, which was
to overset the monarchy, commenced :— successive negotia-
tions, for the purpose of abridging the prerogatives of the
Crown, and establishing the claims of the Commons, terminated,
from time to time, in the military transactions of the adherents
of both; and tllougln the King still endeavored to preserve

_the forms of the established government, his opponents suc-

ceeded in altering the ancient constitution, and laying the foun-

dations of a system, which was more conformable to their parti-

cular interests and views.

The civil or military events, wlnigx
proaching change of the government, are sufficiently known,
aled to, in the Annals of the East-

occurred on this ap-

and require only to be appe
any, to account for that uncertainty under which they

India Comp | ry
both respecting their Charter and privileges, and

were placed,
the measures which they could devise for preserving the trade.
The exigencies of the King, w 1640-41, had obliged him,

among other expedients, to purchase pepper from the East-India

Company, on credit; to the value of £63,000, which was re-sold
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Commence-~
ment of the
civil war,

Company
distressed, by
the non-pay-
ment of the
hands for

pepper.

* 3D 2 ' at .
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CHAP. I at reduced prices, and the Company, in the preceding season,

1642-43. despairing of that protection from the Crown, which, in better

times, they might reasonably have expected, sought to preserve
their own credit, by recovering this debt, and threatened to put
the bonds of the Farmers of the Customs into force ;—in this
year, .however, when the civil wars were commencing, and
the unhappy King had been obliged to retire to York, we
discover an interesting view of the Royal mind, to relieve his
servants, who had entered into obligations to discharge this debt.

dord Cottington, in a letter to the King, dated 1st April
1642, stated, that the Parliament had resolved to compel the
East-India Company to repay the #£12,000 they had received, as
a deduction from the custorhs due by them, which obliged them
to put the bonds in force, particularly his Lordship’s, who pur-
chased the pepper for the King; and as this must prove his utter
ruin, he prayed His Majesty, that some measure might be adopt-
ed, to relieve him, and to satistfy the Company. |

The King, willing to protect Lord Cottington, and, at the
same time, to do justicg.to the Company, addressed a letter to
the Commissioners of fhe Treasury, dated York, 12th April
1642, desiring them to send for the Governor and Committees,
and to signify to them His Majesty’s request, that they would
forbear any proceedings, to the prejudice of those who had
been bound in his behalf, and that they would devise some
means, by which they might be satisfied, both for principal and
interest of the debt due to them; and, on the same day, address-

ed a letter to the East-India Company, to-the same effect.
The

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

The Commissioners of the Treasury, in answer to His Ma-
jesty’s letter, stated, that there was now owing by His Majesty,
to the East-India Company, about £54,000, for liquidation of
which they proposed, that as His Majesty had several parks,
which were of little use and great charge, some of them might
be sold, in fee-farm, reserving a small rent to the Crown ;—that
the King’s rents of the manors of Bradbury and Hilton, in the
Bishoprick of Durham, produced s£500 per annum, and might
be sold for £9,000 or £10,000, and that assignments for the
remainder of the debt, might be made on the timber and soil of
Dean Forest, which was valued at #£7,000 per annum.

These events most strongly ‘mark the cruel situation to
which the King was reduced, and the distressed state of
the Company’s affairs, both in their rights and credit; and
sufficiently explain the secrecy which had, for several years,
been observed, respecting their equipments, and the amount of
the money and goods which they exported, and the failure of
subscriptions to the projected Fourth Joint Stock, which was to
become the source of a renewal of their Charter and privileges.
At last, some fund, to become a substitute for that stock, be-
came indispensable ;—relinquishing, therefore, at this crisis, any
subscription, beyond what an immediate supply to the trade re-
quired, lest it should be exposed to risks, from the wants of the

Crown

(1)—Letter from Lord Cottington to the King, 1st April 1642.~—— Letters from the
King to the Commissioners of the Treasury and East-India Company, dated 12th April
1642.— Proposals for liquidating the Pepper Debt. (East India Papers in the State Paper

Office, Nos. 125, 126, 127).
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A} .
Crown, or the demands gf its opponents, the Adventurers formed

1642-43. 4 new Subscription, of #£105,000, which they cantiously describ-

ed to be, for- the purpose of the First General Voyage. This
Subscription, in part, corresponded with the project of the Fourth
Joint Stock, which was to bhe paid by instalments, and applied
to successive voyages, but on a narrower scale, to enable
the Company to fit out one general voyage, for this season.
The same distinction, however, was observed, as had been
proposed, and had been introduced, between the Third and
Fourth Stocks, o, keep distinet accounts of them, as
belonging to scparate classes of Adventurers. The Court,
therefore, intimated to the President and Council of Surat, that
the stock and goods sent on this General Voyage, should be cor-
rectly distinguished from those which had been embarked on
account of the former stock, and specified the proportions of the
£105,000, which were to be applied to obtain investments at
the different factorics. The sane instructions were repeated to-
wards the close of the scason, and the following orders added, on
the manncr in which the trade was to be carried on :—in general,
to encrease the purchase of Coromandel cloths, the sales of
which, at Bantamn, it was hoped, would enable that Presidency

to encrease the investments in pepper, and the finer spices ;— in

particular, to maintain the Company's trade at Surat, and to

tmprove the sales, hoth of Suratand Coast cloths, at Sumatra,
from which profitable returns were cxpected. The purchase
of Persian silks was to he discontinued, the price of that ar-
ticle, in Europe, having fallen so low, as to render the trade

unproductive ;—

<

EAST-I'NDIK COMPANY.

unproductive ;— but agencies were to be continued at Ispahan
and Gombroon, to dispose of the Europe and -Indian articles
in store, and to recover the Company’s debts ;}— the trade to
"'Mocha and the Red Sea, at the same time, was to be extended,
as the articles obtained in that quarter had bheen found to be

profitable in the Europe market. ¥

If the Presidency of SuraT had, in 1641-42, been disap-
pointed in the funds from the new or Fourth Joint Stock, and
in the expectations they had entertained of a new Charter,
excluding Courten’s Association, they, in this season, receiv-
ed information of the Subscription' for the First General
Voyage, and formed their accounts in such a manner, as to
keep this fund distinct from the Third Joint Stock, which they
were to wind up, agreeably to their instructions. They do not
seem to have approved of the conduct of the President and
Council at Bantam, whom they accused of having contracted
much debt, and yet procured but scanty investments; but this
complaint will be found to have proceeded from disgust at the new
establishment at Fort St. George, and the Coast factories having
been made subordinate to Bantam:—at the same time, they

described the connexion between Surat and Goa to he improving,

the

(1)—Letters from the Court to the President and Council of Surat, 29th November
1642, and 24th March 1642-43. (Volume marked No, 22).
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(‘\12\1’_}/ the Viceroy having declared his intentions to maintain amicable
- 1642-43. relations between the Portuguese and English. _

The Company’s trade at Surat, in this year, was productive,
from having procured a large quantity of indigo from Agra,
at rates which induced them to take up &£20,000 at interest;
—the purchases at Ahmedabad and Scindy had been consider-
able, both in cloths and indigo. A large supply of stock would,
however, be required, without which the present favorable aspect
of trade could not be preserved : and the Company must build
ships of their own, for the Indian trade, rather than take up

ships on freight, because, independently of the superior strength

with which their ships would be constructed, the President

A » . .
and Council could exercise more authority over their own

captains and officers, than over those of freighted ships. @

Accession of Th .. . . .
Sultan Abbs € political situation of PERs1a, in this year, had changed,
to the throne

of Persia, and by the death of Shah Sephi, at Casbin, in May 1642, and the
%E?\%:::f?f,e accession of his son, Sultan Abbas ; the attention of the Agents,
Fhirmaunds, therefore, had been directed, in compliance with the usages of
that government, to solicit the renewal, or rather confirmation,
of the former Phirmaunds, and to renew the contracts. On
both of these subjects, they had to struggle against the intrigues.
of the Dutch, but their applications had been favorably received
by the new King, at Casbin, and the greater part of the Phir-

maunds and contracts renewed and confirmed ; they had not,
however,

(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 17th January
and 20th March 1642-43,
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however, been able to procuré a grant for the redress of the CHAP.L

frauds committed at Gombroon, which had precluded them 1642-43

from receiving the Company’s proportion of the customs.

With respect to the Persian trade, in its connexion with
India, the President and Council of Surat stated, that Decan
and Coromandel goods formed a more profitable article of sale
in Persia, than the English produce sent out by the Company,
in the disposal of which they were undersold by the Persian

merchants, who brought English cloths from Aleppo.
: o o e or ForT ST. First regular
The first regular communication from Mapgras, or F First regula

- thi i i and Council tion from
GEORGE, occurs in this season, in which the Agent Vg

informed the Court, that though they regretted the building of
Fort St. George had not met with their approbation, they,

at the same time, represented, that if either the Coast or Car-

natic trade was to be persevered in, the erection of this fort was

absolutely necessary, it having been, by experience, found, that

the strengthening the houses at Surat and Bantam, by fortifying

them, had been the means of acquiring or recovering the trade,
and that the example of the Dutch was a case in point, wo, by
fortifying Pullicat, had acquired a large share of the Coromandel
trade :—in obedience to the Court’s orders, the Agents at Madras
would, in future, act as subordinate to the President and Council

of Bantam; the chief factory on the Coast had been removed

from Masulipatam to Madras, and t would he equally necessary

3E to

vVoL. I.

(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, dated 17th January

and 20th March 1642-43.
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to bring all the Company’s stations on the Coast to act in
subordination to the Ageney at Fort St. George.

In this season, also, the Company received its first regular
dispatch from Bexaar., The same Agent, Mr. Day, who had
been so successtul in-establishing the station at Madraspatam,
had proceeded on a voyage of experiment to Ballasore, at which
he found there had existed a regular and profitable coasting
trade between the Coromandel Coast and Bengal, in which the
exchanges of Coast for Bengal goods had yiclded considerable
profit; and, therefore, he recommended to the Court to fix a sta-
tion at Ballasore, which, if well sapplied with goods and money,
would open a profitable trade, and, at all events, that it would
be unwise, either to neglect, or desert the speculation of a trade
in Bengal. @

The President and Council of Bantanm having, this season,
received information from England, of the Subscription for the

X . . N he
new or General Voyage, and the Court’s instruction to keep t

accounts of the Third Joint Stock, and those of this new fund,

distingt, completed the account of the Third Joint Stock, and
found, that the desperate debts with which it was burdened, at
Bantam, and at the subordinate factories, amounted to 92,267
rials, and its quick stock to 109,800 rials, which, therefore,
should he kept as a separate concern ;- meantime, that they would

employ

(1)—Letier from the Agent and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 5th Novem-
ber 1642,

(2)=—Letter from Mr, Duay to the Court, dated Ballasore, 3d November 1642,

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

1 ] : ices, to form an
employ every exertion to purchase pepper and spices,

investment for the First General Voyage. |
On taking into consideration the Court’s orders of placing

Madraspatam, as subordinate to the Presidency of Bantam, fhe
President and Council had hitherto onlybeen able to. exann.ne
the charges incurred in building Fort St. George, which, with
the Court, they held to have exceeded what ought t'o have been
laid out on this project ; but, at the same time, C.OnSIdered Coast
cloths to be of the highest importance, in promoting the success

of the pepper trade at Bantam, and at its subordinate factories.

3E2

(1)~ Letter from the President and Council of Bantam to the Court, 13th January
1)

1642-43-

1642-43.
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1643-44.
®

N Ir it was necessary, in the preceding year, to refer to the
civil wz?r which was threatcning the existence of the monarchy,
and raising its opponents to undefined power, we must, (in
order to come at the ‘circumstances which compelled the Lon-
(?on' East-India Company to seck immediate support from a
0 o e e ) e o 4 2

' general over the three
klfxgdoms, and to the varied success which attended the enter-
prizes of the Royalists, and of the forces which assumed the name
of those of the Parlianient; that we may bring into notice
the embarrassments under which the useful arts and commerce
were placed, and assign to the London Company the merit of
having stifl kept up their shackled commerce and navigation,
that they might preserve to their country its share, with the other
maritime nations of Europe, of a foreign, and (had it been
supported) valuable trade to the realm.

In November 1643, the East-India Company prepared, with
the same secrecy and caution, their shipping and stock of money,
and merchandize for the outward voyage. Whether the

resources for either, were drawn from a part of the stock of

s the

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

the General Voyage, or from credit, does not appear, though,

from the nature of the instructions giv
dencies, the hope of supporting the trade appears stronger in

this, than in the preceding year.
In 1642-43, the Company

silk trade, or that of Persia, an
to selling off their goods and getting in their debts;
d to push the trade on the Ma-

en to the foreign Presi-

were disposed to relinquish the

d to confine the proceedings of

their Agents
to try purchases at Mocha, an
Jabar and Coromandel Coast, to invigorate the trade at Ban-
tam, that assortments of pepper and cloth might be brought into

the Europe market. In 1643-44, the Court receded, in some

degree, from this narrow
the foreign Presidencies to endeavor to find out new markets, in

eir limits, at which produce might be ob-

system, for they gave instructions to
o

the countries within th
tained, suited to the home sales, particularly to enlarge the in-

vestment in indigo and piece goods ; but explained, that their ex-

ports of British produc
from the public confusions having enhanced the

e and merchandize could only be made on a

low scale,

prices, particularly th
therefore, whatever they might have in store, might be raised

ame causes, which prevented them from ob-

at of the important article of lead, and,

in price, as the s
taining this article, affected the purchase of it, either by their

foreign or domestic opponents.
After explaining this depressed situation of their affairs,

they informed the Presidency of Surat, that they had built two
new ships, expressly for the country trade, and had directed
them to touch at Mosambique, and take in such articles as might

be
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be salcable in India. With (hese and the stoci .
they were first to proceed to Musulil:nmm :md(‘l\/;:()lj'i m'llt l::f){::(tjl:
having made an investment of picce goods 1 C ( ' _
to Surat. am /- g S, one ship was to go

) s and supply the trade from that port with goods,
Su.”wl to the demands of Gombroon or Persia, and the other
ship “‘i?lﬁ to proceed to Bantam, and there dispose of the Coast
goods fm‘ pepper and spices ; it heing remembered, that the swns
apportioned to cach of these hranches of trade, should not he

diverted o
to any other channel or purpose, and that the gonerul

ohjeet of .
: both should he, o make up a full and valuable invest-

y e N °
ment for the L-()lnpany s home sales, ()

The pl: "
> plan which the *h hs ¥ i
o diveegie o 1c Dutch had, for years, been pursuing,
| ting theirintrigues with the native powers, to undermine
and subvert s nrivileses of
. the privileges of the London Company, at SURAT,
and, in geneys . . .
> Ingeneral, on the West of India, in this year exhibited a
more ext gave line o . .
' ensive line of influence; for besides negotiations with
e Mogul, they now became je: ; : i i
o | came jealous of the relations which
l'l( ) W . . H " 3y .
Px .lun established, between the Viceroy of Goa and the
resident and Council of S
ncil of Surat. At th ’
at. . the :
had been profuse in their presents, 1 T e o
s¢ e sents sSoverel :

s o e } 1ts, both to that Sovereign, and to
N $ 4 N LN > o . . . b
pr » with the object of acquiring inmediate and successive

iurmaunds, that if
S, that if the throne s , ACi ir tre
e . ne should become vacant, their trade,
he difterent provinces and ports, might be protected by the
successful

1)—L X 4
1(43( ) ctter from the Court to the President and Council of Surat, dated 17th November
)43,

successful competitor :

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

considering, thus, the sums they paid,
the admission to the Mogul ports of their ship-

as all directed to |
ption from the payment of cus-

ping and trade, and an exem

toms, and obtaining a decided preference in the market over the

English Company.
ting to look, at this time,
s held the commerce of the Euro-

o which the Presidency
this circum-

It is interes at the inferior light in

which the Mogul and his son
peans, when that profusion of presents, t

refers, is estimated only at nine thousand rupees :
also, the low state of the Company’s funds, when
urt that, on consultation, it had

f money, to follow the
to the Mogul and

lish, similar Phir-

stance marks,
the Presidency informed the Co
been resolved to make this advance O
example of the Dutch, and make large presents
his sons, to induce them to grant to the Eng
, the Dutch had acquired.

maunds with those whicl |
of the increasing a

The jealousy of the Dutch, een
the Vicefoy of Goa, and the Presidency of Surat, would :?.pl)czu
only a contingency, if the form which it assumc(.l did 1‘10’5
lay open the sources of thosc negotiations, which, in a few

all find terminating in the Jeveliction, by the Por-
by reducing 1t to &
1'ight to the

mity between

years, we sh

tuguese, of their power in the East-Indics,

few ports, on the acknowledgement of their exclusive
Brazils.

The Dutch Governor General at Batavia, Antony Van
‘at this time sent a Commissary, Peter Borel, to G(')a_,
of peace with the Viceroy, evidently with
cen the Porteguese

and

Diemen,
to negotiate a treaty

the object of weakening the relations betw
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CJ_*_I:S- and English, which, he could not but observe, were becoming the Company’s servants soliciting at Casbin, it was resolved to (&{fb_
1643-44. stronger, since the accession of the House of Braganza to the . continue it, till specific instructions from the Court should be gogi‘?y;?fd
Crown of Portugal. Van Diemen was probably instructed from received, or positive orders from the Presideflcy of Surat, to Eﬁidbi conn

Europe, of the probable re-establishment of the political relations which they were subordinate ; and this necessity “fas rendered

betwen England and Portugal, as this kingdom was again separa- i more urgent, by the importance of additional Phirmaunds to

ted from Spain ; availing himself, however, of the low state preserve the Company’s right to the customs at Gombro.on, and

of the Portuguese force in the Indies, and particularly of the to recover the arrears ;—it being remembered, that a Phn*mfnmd

advantages which the Dutch ficet had gained over them at sea, . from the King was uniformly requisite, either to confirm rights

Borel proposed, that ¢he P ortuguese should cede to the Dutch or to recover debts. . e £

their possessions in the Island of Ceylon ; but the forces of the Though these proceedings do not explain the actual bf ate ©

Portuguesce having been successtul in that island, where, after a trade in Persia, in this season, they discover that the Pre.Sl“liencZ

* severe conflict, they had defeated the Dutch, and taken Negom- : of Surat had resolved to continue it, and to prese'rv_e the rig 1tse.1

| farther confirmed, by their

Gombroon ; and this resolution was

determination to continue the factory .
and encouragement to gontmue

bo, the Viceroy rejected the proposition as inadmissible.  As the
cession of Ceylon was the basis on which the projected treaty
was 1o proceed, the negotiation broke off, and the Dutch re-as- - beginning - Yield eantages,

. . , o

sembled their fleet off Goa, and renewed the blockade. the trade to the Gulf of Persia.® | Mabias, Thtnis e
. ar

From the communications between BaNTAM ; Theuade !

in 1642-43, it has appeared, that, notwithstanding the doubts dras, Bengal,
79

and Bantam,
which the Court had expressed, of the expediency

of erecting preserved.
Fort St. George, that at Bantam (subordinate to wl.uf:h Madras
Fort St. George, the opinio

at BussoraH, which was

These events account for the difficulties under which the
Dt A ‘ . -‘ 4 .
Presidency and Council at Surat were placed, independently of
the low state of their funds, in making up their investments,

which was farther depressed by Courten’s shipping, which had i

established a factory at Acheen, and obtained a proportion of had been placed) and at 1 At Bantam the
pepper. necessity of this station continued to pr evail. tod ;inue
' . . 1 intended to con
The Courts As the Agency at Ispanan, though ordered by the Court to President and Council stated, that if it was 10 e
orders for the . .
Persian trade, be relinquished, was, upon consultation, found to be necessary, VoL. I 3 F
rom thesitu- .
i at fo aini ; . . . h August
ation of that fOT Obtaining the Phirmaunds from the new King, which we left (1) ~Letter from the Agent and Council at lspahan to the Court, dated 11; : g .
17t anua
the 1043.——Letter from the President and Council at Surat to the Court, dated 17
(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, dated 17th January 1643-44.

and 12th Febroary 1643-.44,
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the Coast trade, the fortifications at Madras, (the first indepen-

1643-44. dent station the English had acquired in India,) must be consider-

ably increased, as this would have the effect of inducing the native
artizans and merchants to scttle ina town which would be under
the English protection, and of which, in a short time, the revenues
would be sufficient to defray the charges of the garrison ;—that
the privileges obtained from the Naig were extensive, provided
the Presidency of Bantam could furnish stock suflicient to invigo-
rate the trade. In this scason, however, the trade had experi-
enced considerable cmbarrassments, from the prevalence of
wars between the different Naigs, in the provinces adjoining the
fort,

The connexion between Bantamn and the Coast, and between
Madras and Bengal, had been preserved, with a view to com-
merciabexchanges ; the orders of the Court, therefore, were re-
quested, whether the factory formed in Bengal should be continu-
ed or dissolved. At Bantam, the Presidency were protected by
the King, and a considerable supply of pepper was this season
cxpected, not only at this station, but from the subordinate
factories, provided sufficient stock and goods should arrive from
England, to facilitate the purchases of this article, and of the
finer spices, described by the Court, to be of so much importance
in the home sales.

In the Eastern Seas, the Dutch had, this season, been suc-
cessful in their conquests, having got possession of Maccassar,

and, by this event, of the inlet to the Spice Islands ; and, not-
withstanding

EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 403

withstanding the just right of the English to the Island of Pola- cHAP. L.

roon, they had refused to cede it to the Company, unless they 1643-44.
b

should receive positive orders from the States General to that

effect. ®

(1)—Letters from the President and Council at Bantam to the Court, gth December
643, and 10th January 1643-44——Letter from the Agent and Council at Fort St George to
1043, an

the President and Council at Bantam, 25th August 1643.
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1644.-45,

From the period at which the Royal authority was abridged,
and therefore unable to grant to the London East-Tndia Company
that redress which they had solicited, and, more particularly,
from the period at which the projected Fourth Joint Stock was
to become the basis of the renewal of their Charter and privileges,
to enable them to resist Courten’s Assaciation of Interlopers, it
has heen necessary to refer annually to the convulsions in the
government of England, which were desolating the British do-
minions, that we might discover the real causes of the decline of
the useful arts and commerce, the obstructions in the ex-
ports by the outward ships, and the hazards run in bringing
Indian articles for the home sales. Amid these public evils, the
proceedings of the Company appear the more meritorious, when
it is considered, that, by those proceedings, the right of the
nation to the trade to the East-Indics was preserved, which
otherwise must have fallen into the hands of the Dutch.

It, in 1643-44, it was doubtful whether the Royalists, or
what was termed the army of the Parliament, would prevail, the
success of the one, in 1644-45, though promising in some
quarters, was as doubtful, as the submission of the other ; and
the most material circumstance, perhaps; which occurred in this

year, was the rise of the power of the Independents. This
cvent,

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

event, at first, created a division among the oppone.nts of the
King, by the great authority which the leaders o.f t.lus sect had
acquired, and rendered the war more doubtful in its issue, at the
close of this, than it had been in the preceding year. At all
events, therefore, neither the King, nor the leaders of the
Parliament, could afford protection to the London East-India
Company, who, at home, depended on expedients to prescrve
their Charter and trade, and abroad, gave discretionary powers,
rather than distinet instructions, to their establishments and
factories.

This situation of the Court of Directors, appears from the
description they gave to their servants abroad, of thei.r domest{c
distresses :—they informed them, that they had continued their
equipments, and had sent a proportion of stock an(% good‘s, but
that they must leave to their discretion, the stflectlon of such
articles for the home market, as they might think would most
readily find a quick and profitable sale ;'——that whatever Lahore
indigo, or Coast cloths, they might ship for Europe, ought to
be of such qualities, as, by their Intrinsic value, would find pur-
chasers, but not to send any articles on speculation ;—that the
articles sent from England were proportions of broad-cl(?th and
lead, with corals from Italy, in the hope that these mlght be
disposed of in the Persian market ;-j-that' the proportion of
money sent, was in foreign coins, and silver in bars, to pur(.:hase
pepper and cardamoms on the Malabar Coast, and that th.e silver,
in particular, would purchase Coromandel cloths with ad-

i ' antam, for pepper and finer
vantage, either to be sent to B ) pepp mer
spices

405
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spices, or for the home sales ; if any surplus should remain, it
was to be invested in Surat and Scindy cloths, or in silks, if
they could be obtained from Persia ; always considering the
station at Gomhroon to be preserved, on account of the customs,
and to recover debts, rather than from ultimately expecting that

the Persian trade would bhe productive,

It had been a resolution of the President and Council of
SURAT, in 1643-44, to counteract the influence which the Dutch
had acquired at the Court of the Mogul, by presents to that
sovercign, and to his sons, to obtain, for the London Company,
Phirmaunds, equally favorable with those which their rival had
acquired :—this expedient had obtained an order for the abate-
ment of the duties on customs, on the goods purchased at Ah-
medabad, Agra, and Brodera.

An incident, in this state of rivalship of the two European
nations, occurred, which, from the important effects that ensufad,
could not have been augured. The surgeons of the English
Indiamen had acquired, for their skill in curing the disorders of
the principal Mogul officers, a reputation, which made them
known at Court. Assalet Khan, a nobleman of high rank, ap-
plied to the Presidency of Surat to recommend a surgeon to
reside at Agra, and they sclected Mr, Gabriel Boughton, surgeOI;

0

(1)—Letter from the Court to the President and Council at Surat, dated 29th March
1641, (Vol.22 .)

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

of the Company’s ship Hopewell, for that dut?r, who was after-
wards appointed surgeon to the Emperor. His succe.ss gfave to
the English an influence in the Mogul’s Court, which, .n.n the
sequel, we shall find to be the source of the valuable privileges
which the London Company acquired in Bengal. N

The Presidency of Surat reported, that the compe:tltl'on of
the Dutch, in the Agra market, had raised the pric? of indigo so
high, as to render it difficult to meet the Court’s orders .for
large purchases of that article, and that the sale of' t.he ?Blnghsh
broad-cloths had been obstructed by the great quantities import-
ed, and brought to market, by the private .traders. .

The project of the Dutch, of opposing the English trade,
continued in every part of India, and though the Portu.guese at
Goa had acted up to the stipulations in the COllVCDthIT, the
negotiation between Van Diemen and the Pprtuguese Vx.cem).r,
which in the former year had been broken off, was renewed in this
season, and on the 1st November 1644, a treaty was .concluded,
between these nations, by which the prizes taken by either were

to be given up, and a moiety_ of the cin.nam?‘n cede.d to t-he
Dutch. This event had rendered the En.ghsh .(Jonventxon with
the Portuguese more precarious, because it had mtroducefl .Dutch
traders into the Portuguese ports, and caused 2 competx’tlon for
such articles, as the English had hitherto been able, exclusively, to

rchase, under the terms of the Convention :— this accounts
P\l ’

for an abridgment of the investment from the West of India, in

this season. The
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The Presidency of Surat continued to be harassed by Cour-
ten’s shipping, one of which (the William) was this scason
wrecked, one hundred and fifty leagues from the Cape; but
anxious to draw, even from this incidest, advantage to the
Company, the Presidency had purchased the remains of the
wreek, and granted bills on the Court for the value, giving the
surviving crew a passage to Madras, where they were taken into
the Company’s service, to recruit the garrison.  This act, however
humane, had not the effect of lessening the opposition of Courten’s
Agents, to the plans which, under the instructions of the Court,
the Presidency had been adopting, for extending the trade to all
the countries within the Company’s limits ; for, notwithstanding
their knowledge that the Presidency had sent the Hind, a small
vessel, on a voyage of experiment to Macao and Manilla, under the
charge of Mr. Thurston, and M. (afterwards the celebrated Sir
George) Oxenden, and letters of recommendation from the Vice-
roy pf Goa, Courten’s Agents obtaincd similar recommendations,
and dispatched one of their ships to China, to wrest, if possible,
the advantage of this experiment from the Company.

It does not appear, that either the President at Surat, or
the Company’s Agents in Pgersia, had, as yet, received those
instructions from the Court, under which the trade in that coun-
try could be relinquished, or persevered in:— hence, in this
year, we have only to contemplate the measures which the Pre-
sident of Surat adopted, for continuing the Persian trade, and

keeping

(1)—-Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 28th November
1644, and 3d January 16G44.-45,
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keeping up the right to the customs at Gombroon, and the report
which those Agents sent of the actual state of that trade,

At first, the Agents. by presents to the King and to the
Shahbunder, tried to preserve the Company’s right to the cus-
toms at Gombroon ; but the trade at that port had so declined,
that they expressed-a doubt, whether the amount of customs
would balance the charges incurred in thecollection , as they had
not exceeded, in the last year, six hundred Tomands :— they had
applied, however, to the King, for the four additional Phir-
maunds which had been promised, on the subjects of the contracts
of silk, and the customs, and it is singular, that though, hither-
to, all the efforts of the Agents in Persia had been directed to
obtain the largest possible quantity of silk, in this year these
Phirmaunds were refused, because the English did not take off
the same quantity, which, hitherto, they had been accustomed to
receive under the Royal favor ; and it is not less singular, and
a memorable proof of the effect of the political distractions in
England, at this period, that the Agent was compelled to explain
to the King of Persia, the reason of this change to be, the dis-
tracted state of the Government in England, in which the rigid
and austere manners of the Republicans had rendered silks (an
article of former luxury) less an article in demand, than under
the polished manners of a court; a melancholy .example of the
effect of political anarchy, on commercial prosperity.

If the convulsed and austere manners of England thus
struck at the prosperity of the Company’s trade in Persia, it is

a remarkable contrast to find, at the same juncture, that the

settled,
VOL. 3 G °¢
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soﬂl(-d,' thongh ahsolute government of Turkey, was favorable
to the itroduction of the Company’s trade ; because, under such
a government, articles of foreign import fonnd o ready sale for
the luxury of the great, while this luxury facilitated the ex-
ports of Turkish produce, faverable to the sales of the English,
and therefore, the Presidency of Surat described the factory at
Bussoran, to have hecome one of the most important centres of
exchange which the Company, at this time, cnjoyed, as, at that
port, they were, as yet, unmolested by the Dutch, @

Affairs at Forr St. Grorar, in this year, assumed a more
important aspect, than hitherto they had done ;— the expenees
of building the Fort amounted, already, to #£2,294, and
would still require  £2,000 more, to render this station impreg-
nable to the native powers. The country was, at this time,
desolated, and the trade obstructed, by the contending interests
of the Moors and Hindoos ; should, however, the fortifications be

completed, a garrison of a hundred soldiers, with proper officers,

would he required for its defence; and though the profits of

the trade would not, as yet, compensate for the charges of a
garrison, the Company would soon acquire a valuable proportion

of the Coromandel trade from this station, bhoth for Bantam and

the Southern markets, for exchanges m Bengdl, and more par-

ticularly for the home sales.

Surat to the Court, 28th November
March 1044,

gth Septem-

(1)~Ietter from the President and Council of

{644, —— Letter from the Agent and Couucil at Gombroon to the Court, 27th

(2) —Letter from the Agent and Council of Fort St. George to the Court,

ber 1644,
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- 1645-46.

In the successive years of the Civil War, which was deso-

lating the three kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland,

411
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1645-46.
The Civil

arts and trade were necessarily borne down, and the commerce of Wars render

the East-India Company, in a particular manner, was exposed
to distress, from their exports heing abridged in quantity, and
inéreased in price, and from the sales of their imports having
hecome hazardous.

In 1645-46, the alternate success of the armies of the
Royalists, and of the Parliament, increased those difficulties, and
terminated in the battle of Naseby, which depressed the Royal-
ists, and rather raised to power the leaders and generals of the
Parliament, than led to those political changes, which were held
out to their followers and dependents, as benefits to the people.

Reference to this internal situation of Great Britain and
Ireland, accounts for the instructions which the East-India Com-
pany sent to th;:ir foreign Presidencies, being expressed with
ve, concernmng the civil commotions, and for discretionary

reser
powers being continued, to purchase, rather valuable articles

of Indian produce, than large quantities of them, ®

3G2 The

(1)=—Letter from the Court to the President and Council of Surat, 26th March 1640.

{Vol. iu. No. 221).

the sales of
Indian pro-
duce uncer-
tain,
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The promising appearances of commercial advantages at
SURAT, and on the West Coast of India, by Phirmaunds from
the Mogul, gave way, in this season (1645-46), to the superior
means of the Dutch, to purchase those grants. The benefits
from the Convention, between the President of Surat and the
Vicemy of Goa, were also decreasing, in consequence of the
treaty hetween the Dutch and the Portuguese ; a treaty which
was a matter of necessity with the Viceroy, but which compelled
him to give the preference, in the Portuguese ports, to an old
enemy, now become a new ally. As if those evils had not been
sufficient to overset the Presidency of Surat and its dependencies,
they were accompanied by another, which became the source of
a most serious alarm :—Courten’s Agents and shipping having
been unsuccesstul, the credit of these Interlopers, of course,
declined ; and it was apprehended, that they would seize on the
vessels and cargoes belonging to the native powers, as animme-
diate resource, to relieve them from losses and distress. The
impression that such would be their conduct had become general,
for the Governor of Surat, and the Dutch, declared to the Presi-
dent and Council, that they would hold them to be responsible for
any depredations which their countrymen might commit, at a
time, when they must have observed, that the Company’s Presi-
dencies and Agents had prohibited any of Courten’s ships or
Agents, entering any of the ports, at which the Company’s fac-
tories

EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 413

i i - CHAP.L
. tories were settled. These embarrassments account for the invest CHA

ment from Surat and its dependencies being small; for, at Cochin, 1645 -46.
and along the Malabar Coast, the Portuguese, since their treaty
with the Dutch, refused to give the English a proportion
of pepper, cinnamon, or cardamoms ; and, from the prevailing
wars in the Guzzerat, cloth could not be procured, either in
quantity, quality, or price, as formerly. ' .

At Surat, however, the President and Council turned their
attention to a trade to Manilla and to the Red Sea. The vessels
sent to Manilla, last year, had returned with a cargo of very fine
pullion and sapan-wood, which hadsold at very considerable profit ,
but the farther prosecution of this trade W(.)ulfl de.pend on the Court
sending out shipping fitted for it, and furnishing iron and saltgetre,
in request in that market:—with these means, the PresTdent
was of opinion, that liberty of trade could no.t only be obtamed,v
but also permission to settle a factory at Manilla.

As thetradein Coromandel goods, between Surat and M.ocha,
was promising, & vessel was freighted.for a voyage of experiment
to Swakem, in the Red Sea, at which, it was hoped a trade

be opened ; but the Presidency explained that this project
bl

well armed, to be constantly em-

a. M

might y
1 d ship,

ould require a go00 ‘
i between the Coromandel Coast and the Red Se

ployed Dutch had, bitherto, by presents and by intrigues, The Dutch
e Du ;

Th . th obtain favor~
. 5 : in this season ey able Phr-
obtained a share in the trade of PERSIA ; but, , y able Plur.

i n n n ded, the King of
Enelish Acents had often recommen .
resorted to what the Kng g o

e i 31st IarCh
5 i ﬂt and CounCll 0‘ Surat to the Coul‘ y)
ffom the Prealde t, 3 \
(I) Genefal Letler

1645, and 3d January 1645-46.
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CHMZ-_L the employment of foree, to compel the Persians to give them

ll‘(i:}S -f4(‘ . almost an exclusive right to the trade in their country. Be-
ia,
};E:::(.;L‘;la‘:;g:e sides  bringing a large flcet into  the Gulf, the Dutch,
Persian Gult. In the autunm of 1645, embarked on it a military force,
with which they made an attack on the castle of Kishm¢:
—this event so alarmed the King and the Shahbunder, that
they solicited an  armistice from Commodore Block, the
commander of the Dutch, and offered to make peace with that
nation, and to grant them the most favorable terms of trade = —
Commodore Block was even permitted to proceed to Ispahan,
and was graciously received by the King, and though he died at
that city, soon after his arrival, the terms of peace were adjusted,
and hostilities ccased between the Persians and Duteh, who ob-
tained a licenee to purchase silk in any part of Persia they might
please,  and to export it free of customs; this change not
only depressed the English trade in Persia, but affected that
which they had been torming, between the Coromandel Coast
and that country, of which the Dutch now got possession, and
followed up their superiority so effectually, that they immediately
directed eight of their ships to proceed up the Gulf to Busso-
vah, where they almost ruined the English factory.

The Company’s factory at Gombroon, during these events,
was every day in a more precarious situation, though the Agents
still kept up theiv claim to the proportion of customs, of which
they had received, for last year, six hundred and sixteen To-
mands ; but such had been the cffect of the Dutch power on

the Persian government at this port, that Commodore Block,

the
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the Dutch commander, demanded the restoration of four thou- CHAP T.
sand nine hundred Tomands of money, extorted from the Dutch 1645 -46.
Ageﬁts, on former occasions. It was In this situation of affairs,
and to avoid the consequences of the war between the Dutch and
Persians, that the Agents found it necessary to embark the
Company’s property at Gombroon, and send it to Bussorah, as

a place of greater security, at which it arrived in safety, in J une

1645.@

On the CoromanNpEL Coast, the Company’s trade was z)};fzfltm:rf}d
icited from

; i rtance, which determined the the King of
gradually becoming of more impo ) Golcondah,

Agent and Council at Fort St. George to send an Agent, with a for confirm-

ing the grant

. : 3 . of Mudras to
present, to the King of Golcondah, to obtain a confirmation from the Englich,

him of the grant and privileges which had been originally pro-
cured from the Naig of the district ;—assigning as a reason, that,
if properly supplied with shipping and stock, they should be
able to procure Coast cloths, not only sufficient to supply the
demands for Surat and Bantam, but to become a valuable article

in the home sales. ®

(1)—Letter from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 3d January 1645-6. ~——

Letter from the Agent and Council of Ispahan to the President and Council of Surat, 7th
September 1645.—— Letters from the Agents at Gombroon to the Court, 16th May and
16th November 1645, —— Letter from the Agent at Bussorah to the Court, 31st July 1645,

(2)—Letter from the Agent and Council of Madras, or Fort St. George, to the Court,

dated st October 1645,
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1646-47.

Tur public events of 1646-47 must, for ever, hold out a
memorable example of the issue of civil dissensions, and of their
calamitous effects on any people. The unfortunate Monarch,
almost reduced to despair, took refuge in the Scotch army at
Newark, which, though his native subjects, had united with
the English Parliament, and hesitated only for a short time,
between betraying their King, and obtaining the arrcars of their
pay : at last, they delivered up their Monarch to the Commission-
ers of the Parliament, and, after this ungenerous proceeding,
returned with infamy, to their own country. The humiliation of
the King was followed by the general desire to lessen, if not

j :
todishand, the army of the Parliament, as the heavy taxes which
had heen imposed for its maintenance, were hearing hard on the
people.  The army, which was composed chicfly of Indcpendents,
of whom Cromwell was the leader, resolved to resist the Parlia-
ment, composed chiefly of Presbyterians; this state of affairs led
to the formation of a Council of Officers, and the nation, divided
between Royalists and Parliamentarians, were now divided be-
tween the army, and that Parliament which had subverted the
Royal power ; asthe Monarch was now a prisoner at Hampton
Court, and the regular Constitution almost dissolved.

In

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.
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1 i : CHAP. I
In such a situation, the arts of peace, and the commerce _

they nourish, were necessarily suspended; and all we can 1646-47.

collect of the conduct of the East-India Company, in this trying
situation, is, that they formed their equipment on a limited

scale, angd (as in the preceding season) accounted to their
2

foreign Presidencies fomthe small cargoes and stock, by the pres-
sure under which they were placed; leaving to their servants
discretionary powers to form investments. of such articles as
would find a sale, even should the unsettled commercial circum-
stances of their employers continue :—at the same time, the Court

conveyed their opinion, that the trade at Gombroon did not

yield a sufficient sum to defray the charges; that the trade be-
tween Surat and the Coromandel Coast had been conducted in the

most irregular manner ; and that the trade between Madras

and Bantam had been totally neglected. ©

Such were the shifting aspects which the Dutch and English The effect

commerce at Surat, and the West of India, assumed, that the
report of one year, in this distracted period, can seldom become

the ground of conjecture, respecting the state of affairs in the

succeeding season. In 1645-46, the Dutch had acquired a

complete ascendency over the English; in 1646-47, the high
prices of indigo obliged both to come to an accommodation, and

to agree to give the same price for this article, and for other

VoL. L 3 H goods ;

(1)—Letter from the Court to the Presidency of Surat, 26th March 1646.
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goods ; that is, to allow the market to recover its level. This

event gave to the lnglish the power of obtaining a larger in-

vestment, than otherwise they could have made ; for neither the-

Phirmaunds which the Dutch had purchased, nor those which
the English had recently acquired, could overcome theprejudices
which the subjects of the Mogul had taken, against sclling salt-
petrc to Europeans, from the idea that, if they could prevent
them from purchasing saltpetre, they could deprive them of the
means of maintaining their naval superiority :—these events placed
the Dutch and English factors on a fair competition in the
market, in purchasing cloths, indigo, and other articles, for
the Burope investment. The Surat Presidency, however, still
remained under embarrassments, from the treaty between the
Portuguese and the Dutch, and to relicve themselves from its
effects, persevered in the project of making experiments of trade
to Judda and Mocha, (even under a competition with the Mogul’s
shipping,) and in the trade to Manilla, to which they were en-
couraged, by the last vessel, sent to that station, having cleared
forty thousand rials, after paying all charges; but the continu-
ance of this trade would depend on the English Government
obtaining a licence for it from the King of Spain.

Courten’s Association had, hitherto, borne down the Com-
pany’s factories and shipping, but the low state of the credit
of these adventurers, and the wild projects to which they re-
sorted, began to press hard on the trade of the Dutch and
Portuguese.  In the year 1645-46, they formed the plan of

cstablishing . colony at St. Augustine’s Bay, on the Island of
St.

]
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St. Laurence, or Madagascar :—from this station they hoped to CHAP. I,

‘embarrass the trade, equally of the Dutch and of the Company : 1646-47,

—this project was beyond their means, and the colony was, in
a short time, reduced to great distress; one of their ships,
which had gone to Mocha, would have heen seized, had it not
been relieved by the Company’s Agent, who advanced a smali
sum, to enable her to leave that port; one of their Agents, also,
who had fixed a factory at Carwar, offered to sell it to the Pre-
sidency of Surat, which was refused. In these circumstances
they had recourse to the desperate measure of coining counter-
feit pagodas and rials, at Madagascar; a plan, which, had it
only exposed themselves, might have had a good effect on the
Company’s trade ; but the natives of India, not being able to
distinguish between them and the Company, considered this
proceeding as a stain on the English character, as merchants.
To this project of establishing a colony on the Island of Ma.
dagascar, which brought misery on the settlers, and, at the
same time, lowered the English character in India, may be
aseribed the failure of Courten’s trade, which began to he as
odious in the Indies, as it had been commercially dishonorable
in England :—hence we discover the reason, why the inyesb
ments from Surat were small this season, and filled up with
articles the qualities of which were neither such as were requir-
ed by the Court, nor suited to the demands in the English

ket.
marke 3H?2 Another

(1)—Letter from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 30th March 1646,

. : v Ve

and 25th Jannary and 26th February 1646-47.—— (MSS. in the Indian Register Office,
vol, iii, 1635 to 1659, No. 53).
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Another proof of the shifting aspects of the prepondc-
rance of the European nations in the castern markets, occur-
red this year, in Prrsta.  The fleet and forces which the
Dutch  had employed, in 1645-46, in the Gulf, had oh-
ained for them almost exclusive grants of the trade, and
nearly ruined the Euglish factory at Bussorah : in 1646-47,
however, though the English trade, hoth at Gombroon and
Ispaban, had declined, they still had been able to support their
right to a proportion of it, because silk had fallen in price for
some years, which made it practicable to the English (if they
could not obtain equal privileges) still to hold a share in the trade,
and to obtain the pronise of the King for three Phirmaunds,
one for releasing them from the payment of four per cent. on
goods sold at Ispahan ; another, authorizing them to rebuild
their house at Gombroon, which had heen destroyed by
anearthquake ; and a third, for regulating the payment of
customs at (zomhroon ;—favors which they ascribed to the
appointment of a new Vizier, or Kttaman Dowlut, whose
disposition the Agents represented as more favorable to the En-
glish, than that of his predecessor.

The trade, thercfore, as well as the Company’s rights at
Gombroon, might have revived, had not the arrival of one of
Courten’s ships at that port, against which the Agent protested,
again thrown affairs into confusion ; for the Shahbunder received
the commander, and allowed him to land his goods, without pay-
ment of customs, on his promising, at his return, to. take off
all the King’s silk at that part. ¢

The
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The Court do not appear to have received, this season, any CHAP. I
direct information, either from BaNTaM, or from MaDpras, but 1646-47.
only to have learned from Surat, that the former Presidency had
been disappointed, in not receiving investments of Coast cloths,
and the latter, of pepper and spices ; articles of such importance

for the Persian trade, and for the investments for Europe. ®

(1)—Letter from the President and Council of Suarat to the Court, 25th January
1646-47 ~—— Letters from the Agent and Council of Gombroon to the Court, gth May
1646.
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1647-48.

CHAP. 1. The power of the Independents, guided by Cromwell, hav-
Sy

1647 -48. ing given the ascendency to the Parliament, which had overset
The Compa- . . . = s
ny, with the the Royal authority, and reduced the King to be a prisoner,
approbation

of Pali-  the monarch, unhappily for himself, escaped to the Isle of
ment, project

ancw Sub.  Wight, where he fell into the hands of the Governor, who was
enpton: a violent Independent.  In this hard situation, pr()positions were
made by the Parliament, amounting nearly to a resignation of
the Royal authority :—this oppression roused the Royalists, both
In England and in Scotland, again to take arms, to rescue the
King; and hence what has been termed the Sccond Civil War.
Amid these distractions, the East-India Company (perhaps
more than any corporation in the kingdom) felt the greastest
difficulty in supporting their Charter and privileges, and in fol-
lowing aline of conduct, that should keep out of view questions
regarding their rights, and yet make an impression on the pub-
lic, of the importance of the East-India trade, to the manufac-
turing and commercial part of the community. The measurc
adopted by the Company, on this occasion, was to bring forward
the plan of a new Subscription to support the trade, which was
communicated to the Parliament ; and as the Court were satisfied,
that the only motive which could influence the leaders of this as-
sembly, was the prospect of gain to themselves, as individuals,
an
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an advertisement was published, stating that a limited time

would be allowed to the subscribers to fill up the list, but, in 1647 -48.
deference to Members of the Parliament, the period would .be
prolonged in their favor, that they might have an‘opportumt.y
to consider of the subject, and to become subscribers. This
plan succeeded, and the approbation of the Commons was (.)b-
tained, not only of the plan itself, but of the advantages which
it held out to such of their number as might be disposed to
become subscribers, or members of the East-India Company,
and, being accepted by the Parliament, it, in fact, recognized, or
gave a public sanction to, the rights and privileges of the Com-

pany. )

The English
trade at Surat

. . . - : d . P .
compelled to employ the limited stock which they possessed, in ?:jm':d’ g;s‘“

. : . : . the Datch
preserving their rights, and in making up their scanty investments; imports of

. pepper and
and were, at the same time, exposed to the consequences of 'l "0
b4

being made responsible for the depredations apprehended from “*

The President and Council of SuraT were, in this' year,

Courten’s shipping.  The chief reliance was on the imports of
pepper and spices from Bantam and Acheen, rciqulred for the Sur:ltt
and Persian markets ; but the Dutch stock being large, and their
shipping numerous, they were enabled.to bring to Surat a large
importation of pepper and spices, which they sold at redl.xced
prices,

(1)—Order of the House of Commons, relative to the projected Sabscription for the

East-India Trade. (MSS. in the Indian Register Ofhice, vel. iii, 163, 4to. 1659, No. 227.)
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prices, and thus rendered the small proportion which the Pre-
sidency possessed, not saleable : it was therefore laid up In
store, to become a part of the Europe investment, conceiving
that thesc articles would bring greater profits at home, than
could be drawn, by exchanges, for Surat or Persian produce. The
prices, besides, of indigo, were high, and therefore, to prevent
the ships heing dispatched half laden, they were filled up with
saltpetre and gruft goods.  The orders of the Court, to dispose
of the ships, could not he obeyed, as they could not be sold with-
out a great loss, and if purchased by the country traders, on the
Malabar Coast, might probably be employed as pirates; or,
should this not he the case, the sale of them would produce
an impression on the natives, that the Company intended to
withdraw from the trade, which would be injurious to their cre-
dit, and prevent the recovery of their debts.

The trade to Persia, inthis year, became more precarious,
than at any former period, from the expence of obtaining Phir-
maunds for almost every transaction ; the charges for which
lessened the profits, independently of the circumstance of the
failure of imports of pepper and spices from Surat, so necessary
to facilitate the purchase of Persian produce.

The trade at Mapras, mm this ycar, was difficult, if not
impracticable, from the prevalence of a famine, and a general

war on the Coromandel Coast, and had not a vessel with pro-

visions arrived from Surat, for its relief, the garrison would .

. N s . .,
have been deprived of the means of subsistence :—the Coast
cloths, also, intended for Persia, procured by exchanges of

pepper

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

pepper and spices ﬁ‘rom Bantam, c?uld not he 1.nade up for the CHAP. L.
Persian market, a circumstance which necessarily had its effect 1647 -48.

on the investments in that quarter : differences, also, had arisen
between the Portuguese and English settlements on the Coast,
notwithstanding the friendly assistance formerly received from
the officer commanding at St. Thomé; but measures were taken
to accommodate this dispute.  As an addition to the investment’
Bengal silks had been purchased, which, it was hoped, would
meet with a good market in England.

The trade at Bantam and ACHEEN, in this season, had
also been depressed by the superior stock and naval means of the

Dutch; the investment, therefore, of pepper was inconside-

rable.

(1)=-General Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 31st March
and 7th October 1647, and 6th January 1647-48.
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1648-49.

w. Durine the calamitous year 1648-49, the armies which
1648 -49. had assembled in England, and which had marched from

The fall of SCOtl’ d . )
the Monar- and, to treat with the King and with the Parliament,

chy obliged on i} . L
:he?"“.’il’]a“!' 1€ most opposite principles, were each disappointed in
o act wath se- . .

intheir th » prof; : . :
crecy in their 1NCIT Views, by the profound policy and military talents of

ipeE™  Cromwell, whose power, and that of his officers, at last became
supreme :—the unfortunate monarch was first brought a pri-
soner from the Isle of Wight to Windsor, and next to London,
where, after undergoing the dreadful forms of an ignominious
trial, he fell a victim to the guilty ambition of his enemies ;
leaving an awful example of the danger to the English people,
and to every nation, of hecoming the dupes of men, who,
under the pretext of improving the constitution of the country,
and the condition of the people, lead them to those crimes,

which have left an indelible stain on the English character.
While these public evils were approaching, the London
East-India Company preserved a cautious mercantile silence, by
not becoming the partizans of any faction, and, by the projected
new Subscription, drew from the leaders in the Parliament an
acknowledgement of their rights, and the importance of their
trade to the realm, and followed up this conduct, as the best
means
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means of keeping out of public view, the speculations of the CHAP. L

Private Traders. 1648-49.

It may be presumed, as there are no traces of the dispatches
of the Company to their foreign stations, this year, that they
were secret ;—a caution indispensable in their critical situation, as
the least knowledge of their affairs would have exposed them to
pay money, to gratify the avarice, or administer to the wants of
those men, who had an usurped power to support. Hence, in
this season, the real state of the Company’s affairs must be
gleaned from the letters, or dispatches, of their Presidencies or
Agencies abroad, removed from the hard situation in which the
Directors were placed at home, and employing the funds which
were entrusted to their discretion, to preserve the rights of the
Company abroad, and to impress the public, from the magnitude
of the imports, with an opinion of the prosperity of the East-

India trade.

T'radeat Surat
revived, from

i i ; 1 of imports, either from the war be-
deficiency in stock, and from the failure mports, the war b

) . . e 3
m or from Madras, had been obliged toresort to expedients, 1\22:?;11: an

e their rights, and to avoid selling their ships, which

The President and Council of SURAT, in 1647-48, from a

Banta

to preserv
would have excited, among the natives, an impression that

ere about to relinquish the trade. In the early part of
they had, under the Court’s orders, attempted to
r spices from the Dutch factory and shipping,

312 but

they w
this season,

purchase fine
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ANNALS OF THE HONORABLFE ] hich had been em CHAP
CHAP. 1. hut to such , arisen, tha 1648-49
such a degree had the Jealousy of this people ari i | | | |
1648-49. ruthcr thun 'l“ ] i k o - t | - . lc | | .
allow these ﬂl‘“(ﬁl(‘ﬁ to “Ul'll) a part Of 1 ’ . | »
a pi the Compan 8 ! in it X -
y A |]proaching war between the King of Persia and the

investment, they s
e b, hey sold them, at under rates, to the natives, that
it mmght become i ‘ - con
, é‘l ccome nnpracticable for the English to send any con
siderable antity of spi | | '
able quantity of spices to the Europe market
Towards the close of )
.y X he close of the season, however, the President
d ounall received informati :
. recerved information ot  the projeeted  Subscrip-
on to a new ‘our int S e
N or Fourth Joint Stock, and instructions to keep
- accounts it disti ) P
of it distinet from the former funds :—this, added
to the cmbarrassment i T
sment under which they were placed, by having
scparate proportions of their i o tine
o e 1eir investments assigned to two distinct
stocks, mduced them to inti
e . intimate to the Court, that it would be
aimost mmpossible, 1 ' l
o e P ! le, in the purchase of smaller uantities of goods,
¢ to each of i
) ch of those classcs of Adventurers, their respective
shares, but that when the ;
5 new stock should come to be acted om,
separate books would be opened for each
The Ape : ippi .
I lgj(nts and shipping of Courten’s Association con-
e 08) ar s > e
N N‘Iurasb the trade, though their credit had sunk so0
1a r. Hicks, : !
imp" L Hicks, and other factors, had been scized and
risoned for debt ; is si
o cbt; yet, even this situation could not prevent
rom reporting, th: i
, that thel ; in E
o e r managers in England were about
- ssistance and protection from the Parliament
ie¢  trade “twee S i
- le between Surat and Bussoram had, this
\ cen ' stive, )
" ,D ; unproductive, from the superior means which
utch sses ” i »
- . prossessed of engrossing it; and the trade
tween Durat and J 7 l
udd: :
. a, and Mocha, bad decreased, from
the

‘proceede

Mogul, in this year, had # favorable effect in raising the Com-

pany’s trade in Prrsia, from the low state to which it had sunk

in the preceding season.
towards Candahar, and threatening an invasion of

great force,
the Mogul provinces, in the vicinity of the capital. During

this war, the Persian and®Indian goods, which had hitherto
d by land, between those kingdoms, were necessarily
hich gave the carrying trade to the Dutch and
which the English would receive a proportion
nding to the number of ships which they

The Persian army was advancing in

embarked, W
English; {rom
of freight, correspo
could detach for that service.

The circumstances of the
though a small quantity of Persian produce

even this, it was of importance to

factory at Gombroon continued

to be precarious,

had been procured ; but,
keep up the Company’s right to their moiety of the

customs, of which the Agents had only received six hundred

and thirty-five Tomands, though their fair proportion was,
estimated at five thousand Tomands per

preserve, to

on an average,

apnum. @
The

(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 5th April 1648,

and 31st January 1648-49.
(2)—Letter from the Factors at Gombroon to

Surat to the Court, 318t January 1648-49.

the Court, 12th April 1048, and from
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CHAP. I Th
e fact ; .
1&_@ /_-:ig) et tory at Mapras was beginning to recover from the
. WSN0S v ™ \ . .
e oo N ses occasioned by the famine of the preceding year, and
adras om l ’

. by the consequences of the petty wars among the Naigs in its

the wars be-  vicinit
tween the Y, when a war of a more general description broke out
N 'y

Kings of  betw : Y
. ce 0 Cxpe e
Visiapore n the Kings of istapore and Golcondah, whose irregular

and Golcon-  tyo el Lo )
dah. pm:l;:ull‘;d::ld waste t:he neighhouring .provinccs, and had, in a
anner, ruined the three principal towns of Tevene-
I’atuln,.P()rto Novo, and Pollacherry, at which the greatest
prop?lr“}tlon of Coromandel cloths had#itherto heen purchased.
M:u]ra: g::Zc:;;tw Cc:]dBul';t)“m and the Coast, and between
should the Court | , S .(gu, had been kept open; but
rics onel rt be of opinion, that commerce with these coun-
twcnfynfir:: I:Zrt}l)z*nper:: Ve"'ed " t\vu‘ ships, of a hundred and
n, must be sent from England, to be em-
ployed I)O“.vem the Coromandel Coast and those stations. The
accounts of the former Joint Stock had been made up, which
‘:“mlmfcd to onc hundred and two thousand rials, of which
abhou Ol'ty thousund were ¢ E . .
effort shoald he made o ri:(;)‘::_ldcud as bad debts; but every
r the arrcars, and to applyt he

amo .
unt for the benefit of the Adventurers in this stock.®

Trade at Ban- F
or s ¥ S 1 . .
:a:g; :ﬁ;ﬁt ca COevcx U years, information respecting the circumstances
O e . ) .
for want ’ mpanv's P .\ i . . .
for vant of pany’s Presidency at Bantam, and its dependencies,

had been i
ecn 1rre . s .
gularly received, a circumstance which may be
accounted

(1)~~Letter from
the A )
ber r64s. gent and Council at Fort St. George to the Court, 23d Septem-

EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 431

by the preponderance of the Dutch power in CHAP. I
N’

that quarter, and which, in part, may be explained, by there 1648-49.
frequently appearing, on the letters, a difference of two years,
between their date, and the time when they are marked, as
received by the Court. The actual state of affairs at this
Presidency explains the difficulty with which they procured,
send off, pepper and the finer spices, either for
for the Dutch had, (without questioning the
h to the Island of Polaroon, and to render it
of no use, should it be ordered to be delivered up by the States
General,) sent, every year, @ number of people, under guides, to
cut down and destroy the nutmeg-trees on the Island, that
they might consolidate their monopoly at the Bandas and Moluc-
cas ; and that no part of the finer spices might come, either to

India or to Europe, but through the medium of their imports ;
and, therefore, the of Bantam submitted to the

Court, that it weould b
and mace at Surat, to
than at Ban

accounted for,

or could
Surat or Europe ;
right of the Englis

Presidency
e more practicable to purchase nutmegs
which the Dutch annually sent large
quantities, tam, under the restraints imposed by
them.
The Presidency repo
as in the most di
the Tartars,
sible,

rted, on the China trade, that this Eni-
stracted state, having been recently
and that, in particular, the sea-ports
from being infested by numbers of

pire W
conquered by
of it had become inacces

pirates.
As this Presidency ha
of a new, Or Fourth Joint

d received information of the project

Stock, being formed in England,
and
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CHAP. I. and ‘the Court’s instructions to keep the account of it, and of
1648-49. the Sccond General Voyage, distinet, they intimated, that these
orders should be regularly observed. (¥

(1)~Tetter fiom the President and Council at Bantam, directed to the Adventurers in

the Fourth Joint Stock, 10th January 1648-40.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

1649-50.

FroMm the commencement of the Civil War, to what may

be denominated the first termination of it, or the fatal death of

Charles 1., it became necessary to refer to the successive aspects

of the Government, to explain the measures which the London,

y adopted, to defend their privileges from domestic in-

Compan
and to obtain the redress of those grievances, which

fringements,
they had experienced from a foreign and powerful commercial rival.

After the parties, which had united against the Sovereign,

subverted the throne, ceased to have this common object of

and
for a like reason, to refer to the aspects

union, it is necessary,
which the Government assumed, to discover the source of the
ceedings of the London East-India Company.

pro ;
vided into parties, and each of them

The Regicides were di

sought to assume the preponderan
epublic;; another, for the egual partition of

ce ; one, contended for the wild

project of a perfect

property and power ;
ed laws, and the introduction of
and impracticable schemes, pot only

a third, for the subversion of the establish-
more simple rules of justice.

These opposite prejudices,
injured morals, but degraded manners, and produced a tempo-
all government. In a short time, it became
ntroling the whole rested with the

pendents, and directed by Oliver

rary suspension of
obvious, that the power of co
army, chiefly formed of Inde

Cromwell. '
voL. L 3 K A Council
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Establish-
ment of the
Council of
State.
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A Fourth
Joint Stock
projectad by
the Compa-
ny, asthe
basis of an
application to
the Council
of State for
renewal of
their privile-
ges.

Company’'s
memorial to
the Council
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A Council of State, therefore, was formed, consisting of thirty-
cight persons, selected, in general, from the officers of the army,
who assumed the right of receiving all addresses, of issuing all
orders to genecrals and admirals, of executing the laws, and of
preparing the business to he introduced into the Parliament, which
now consisted of a small number of members of the House of
Commons, who, in the following year, established what was
termed the Commonwealth of England.

It was, therefore, to this Council of State, and to this
Parliament, acting under its dircction, that the London East-
India Company were to look for protection, or redress of grie-
vances

For several years, the Company had attempted to ob-
tain a renewal of their Charter from the King, and had pro-
jected a Fourth Joint Stock, to become the fund upon which
their trade was to be extended, and their foreign factories pre-
served; but this Charter not having been obtained, and being
afraid of innovations, and of infringements on their exclusive
rights, they proceeded, in their domestic transactions, with mer-
cantile caution, and left their foreign Presidencies and factories,
with discretionary powers to preserve their trade and settlements,
till the support of the Government, at home, should enable them
to re-assume those rights and privileges, which, for half a cen-
tury, they had, with much perseverance, and under heavy losses,
been struggling to maintain.

The first act of the Company, under these difficult circum-

stances, was to present a memorial to the Council of State, spe-
cifying

EAST-INDI A COMPANY,
- .

cifying that, under their Charter, they had carried on a trade to
the East-Indies, with great advantages to the public revenues,
which, during the last twenty-five years, had drawn from it
above £500,000 ; that, in prosecuting this trade, they had
experienced heavy losses from the Portuguese, thoughby a truce,
within the last fourteen years, that nation had accommodated mat-

—that licences had been granted, in the late reign,

ters with them;
and establish facto-

to Courten’s Association, to carry on trade,

ries in the countries within their limits ; and that the depredations,

by the shippin

posed the Compan
to heavy losses, which they estimated at £100,000 ;—that this

same Association was now applying to the Parliament, for permis-
ent on the Island of Assada, near Madagascar,

and engaging settlers for that pur-

g of this Association, on the native traders, had cx-

y’s servants to imprisonment, and themr property

sion to form a settlem

and was preparing shipping,

pose .—that the consequence of such an establishment would be,
Y

that these ships, under the pretext of trade, would renew their

depredations on the shipping an
India, and again expose the Compan

servants, to seizure and imprisonment ;
vom trade in the East-

fect must be, to exclude the English nation f
prayed, that the Council of State would

that an act should pass,
dia trade, as

d trade of the native states in
y’s factories, shipping, and

and that the ultimate ef-

Indies :—they, therefore,

recommend to the House of Commons,

for the support and encouragement of the East-In

managed by the Company. W 3 K 2 The

Council of State, o730 A !
er 1649, (Last-India Papers in the

ct of Tarlia-
(1)—Petition of the East-India Company to the

ment for support of the East-India trade, 26th Octob

State Paper Office, No. 170).
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of State, spe-
cifying their
losses by
Courten’s
Association,
and by the
Assada Mer-
chaunts,



436 ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE
CH:\P- I The Council of State, without entering on the question of
3723:‘)‘-)3(). the Company’s rights, or of the infringement of them by the

'&33:-3? establishment of Courten’s Association, (which now took the

X’s(iatdh“le name of the LZssada Merc/mnl.s-,) recommended -to both parties,

M rch: ts, R vy ~ ”
re:m(nn:';r:d- to hold conferences, and to come to an agrecment, as the best
ed by the 1 . . <

Caby the method by which they could terminate the disputes which

State, had so long subsisted between them.

Objecti . )
the Assads of To this plan the Assada Merchants demurred, on the ground

f‘&irt‘}!&rz)t;.to that it would he more profitable for them to carry on their trade
to their plantations in Guinea and Assada, and thence to India,
than to join with the East-India Company, in one great Joint
Stock, for a voyage or adventure of five years, as that Company
had proposed ; but, to shew that they were willing to give up
their private interests for the public benefit, they proposed to
join the East-India Companyon the following terms :—1st, that
a stock of &#£300,000 should be subscribed, within two months, to
be paid, hy instalmcnts, in four years ;—2d, thata person should
be sent to Holland, to endeavor to reconcile all differences with
the Dutch, and procure the restoration of the Island of Po-
laroon ;—3d, that a valuation should be taken of all their
houses, shipping, and goods, remaining in India ;—4th, that;the
Island of Assada should be planted and settled ;—>5th, that the
trade to the Coast of Guinca should he joined to the East-India
trade ; — Gth, that a fortified station should be fixed on, in
Iudia, for both Companies s—7th, that regulations should be
adopted, for the management of the joint trade, in England,

and none holding less than a Z£500 adventure should have a
vote
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vote ;—8th, that salaries, both in India and England, should be (&E-_}
reduced ;—9th, that encouragement should be given to Planters 1649-50.
to settle at Assada, and that they should have licence to trade

from thence to all ports in the Red Sea, Persia, India, and
elsewhere ;—10th, that all Indian goods, spices, &c., should

be the joint property of both Companies ;—11th, that the stock

of the ship Ruth, seized in India, should be made good by the |
East-India Company ;—12th, that the two sh_ips fitted out l.>y th.e

Assada Merchants, for saltpetre, should be permitted to sail this

season, as well as the Company’s ships ;—and 13th, that any

members of the Assada Association should be at liberty to trade,

'in places where the Company had not yet sent out ships for

)
that purpose. . . |
The Governor, Deputy, and Committees of the East-India Company's -
b4

answer to
1 - i i these objec-
Company, reported to the Council of State, that, in obedience these

to their order of the 12th November, they had imet a COII.lmittee
of the Assada Merchants, and attentively considered their pro-
positions, but were unable, in some points, to con.ne to an
agreement with them; and, therefore, submitted thf.ill‘ answers
to the consideration and approbation of the Council of State,
which, in substance, were :—that they agreed to the first, se-
cond, and third propositions ;—that, with re?*pect to the fourth,
although they were sensible that the plar.ltatlon on Ass?da was
an encroachment on their exclusive limits, under their Char-

t they consented that island should be planted, as the

e
o Adventurers

Propositions of the Assada Merchants to the East-India Cornpany, for a Union,
1})—Pr ‘ ’

h (N) mber 1649, (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 171.)

10t ove ‘ .
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Adventurers wished ;—to the fifth, that they were unwilling,
at present, to enter into the Guinea trade, as they were entire-
ly strangers to it; but agreed to the sixth, seventh and eighth
propositions ;—ta the ninth, they answered, that though en-
couragement would he given to the Assada planters, yet they
positively refused their consent, that they should trade from por t
to port in India ;—the tenth proposition was admitted ;—but the
eleventh, positively declined, an the ground that the Company had
sustained losses, to twenty times the amount, without redress ;—
the twelfth was refused, so far as regarded the two saltpetre
ships s—the thirteenth was agreed to, under modifications ;—and,
on the whole, they stated, that in their opinion, the pldnt&tion
of the Island of Assada would not be beneficial to the country,
or advantageous to the Company, being near the Island of Ma-
dagascar, which had proved so fatal to the \Portugucsc, Dutch,
French, and English nations, and ahove two thousand five
hundred niiles, from the nearest of the Company's factories ; but
that, if the Council of State should be still of opinion, that the
plantation would be of public benefit, they were willing to useé
their utmost endeavors to conduce thereto, but prayed that it
might not be inserted in the preamble to their proposed Subscrip-
tion, as it would deter many of their adventurers from sub-
scribing, )

Two days after this answer of the Governor and Com-

mittees, a mecting was held of a Committee of the East-
India

(1)—Answer of the East-India Company to the Propositions of the Assada Merchants,
19th November 1649.  (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 172):

-

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,.

India Company, and a Committee of the Assada Mer-
chants, to consider of the proposals of the one party, and the
answers of the other ; when it was finally settled, that, in ge-
neral, the East-India Company should agree with the Assada
Merchants, except that the planters of Assada should not be
allowed to trade, from port to port, in India, but might proceed
direct from Assada, to any ports on the Coasts of Asia, Africa,
and America, to sell their produce and purchase necessaries, and
return direct to Assada ; and that they should be allowed a free
trade, without restriction, to the Coast of Melinda, the River
of Sofala, Mozambique, and parts adjacent. The Committees
farther agreed, that the trade to Guinea, for gold and ivory,
should, in future, be united with the East-India trade, and
therefore petitioned the Council of State (all parties having
adjusted their differences) that a recommendation should be
made by the Council, to the Parliament, for an Act to settle the
trade; that, in future, it should not be prejudiced by interlopers,
and that the protection of the State should he afforded them,
against the Hollanders. ¢

This agreement was followed by a petition of the East-
India Company to the Parliament, praying for an Act for regula-
ting the trade ; which was taken into consideration, on the
31st January 1649-50, when it was resolved, ¢ that the trade
« to the East-Indies should be carried on by one Company, and

« with one Joint Stock, and the management thereof to be
“ under

(1)~—Agreement between the East-India Company and the Assada Adventurers, 21st
November 1649, (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 173)-
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-

* under such regulations as the Parliament shall think fit; and

*“ that the East-India Compa.ny should proceed upon the articles

-

* of agreement made hetween them and the Assada Merchants,
“ on the 21st November 1649, till further orders from the
“ Parliament.” ® '

This resolution of the Parliament led to the formation of
what was termed the United Joint Stock ; but as the amount of
this fund is not specified, it can only be ascertained, that a pro-
portion of it was raised to fit out two ships by the Company,

. . i 30,000
for this season, and that bullion, to the amount of £60,000,

-

sdencies acto-
was sent on these vessels, to enable the Presidencies and F

i > : : whage 1 A nts.
ries of the Company, in India, to purchase investment

. . . o -eign settle-
The general instructions of the Court to their foreigt

f a fine
ments were, that the goods to be purchased should be 0

kind, particularly Coast cloths and indigo, and that cach ship
should have an equal proportion of those articles.

As the Council of State had required, that a large P"OPO""
tion of saltpetre, of the finest kind, should be brought .h(.nne f(t)l
the public use, the Presidencies and Factories were anomed. (:
obtain as much as might be practicable; but if a sufhuent.
quantity of this description, to fill up the tonnage, could not

Al tq

, s Malabar « ) andel Coasts,

be procured, the Agents, on the Malabar and Corom: o
nrefinec

were, at all events, to fill up the spare tonnage with u Sint
tate

saltpetre, that the full quantity required by the Council of

might be imported.©®

. \ t
. . Rast-India Trade, 318
(1)=Vate of the Parliament of England, coucerning the East-In

Javuary 1649-50.  (Iast-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 175)-. f
(2)—Gener.:l Lettes from the Court to the President and Council o

February 1044-50.

Surat, 13th

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

Tar actual state of the Company’s trade, at this junc-
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. . ~— v’
ture, can only be collected from the foreign transactions of 1649.50.

their Presidencies and Factories; a circumstance which may
be accounted for, by that mercantile secrecy which was a
paramount duty in the Court of Committees, at a time When
the nation was convulsed by civil dissensions, and the esta-
blished government subverted. In this period, a proportion
of the projected Fourth Joint Stock had been raised and acted
on, and also funds had been employed, which took the denomi-
nation of the Second General Voyage. It has‘appeared, from
the foreign transactions of the preceding years, that orde'rs. had
been given, to keep the accounts of each of these funds distinct,
and to apply proportions of themin the investments, for tho bene-
fit of the holders of sharesin the First General Voyage, in the
Fourth Joint Stock, and in the Second General Vog/a.ge. In this
season, each of the Presidencies complained .of .the dlﬁiculfy they
experienced, in making these distinct appropriations of the invest-
ment to different classes of Adventurers or Proprietors; and
recommended (if it might be practicable) that the Court should

btain an Act of the Parliament, to combine the whole of these
0

separate stocks into one United Stock.
The knowledge of the events which had taken place in
England could not, in the early part of this season, have
b

reached the Company’s settlements in India, when they reported

3 L the
voL. L

Difficulties of
the Agents
and Factors
abroad, in
appropriating
the mixed
funds of the
Proprietorsin
the purchase
of an invest-
ment.
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the actual state of their trade to the Court ; we have, therefore,
to trace the commercial and political restraints under which
they were placed, at cach of their stations, and the measures
which they adopted.

The proportions of the different funds, which the Presi-
dency of Surat had received, enabled them to discharge a con-
siderable part of the large debts which they had contracted,
while they were left without supplies from England, and obli-
ged to adopt expedients for defending their tactory, and preserv-
ing a proportion of the trade, notwithstanding the opposition
of the Dutch, and the encroachments of the factors and shipping
of Courten’s Association; for, at this crisis, they were rather
exposed to oppressions from their European rivals, than to any
change of conduct in the native powers.

The cffect of having discharged a large proportion of their
debt was, that the Company’s credit rose so high, at Surat, that
one of the native merchants advanced to them a lack of
rupees, with which they bad made large purchases of indigo,
cloths, &c., suited either to the Persian, or to the home market ;
but the English cloths had not sold with the profit expected, at
Scindy, and, therefore, they proposed to withdraw that factory,
and to increase their purchases at Agra, and even at Lucknow ;
—that, however, they had not (as recommended by the Court)
obtained nutmegs and cloves from the Dutch shipping at Surat,
because the Dutch factors would not allow their stores to be
opencd, even for sale to the natives, till after the departure of

their flect for Europe ; this had obliged the Presidency to give high
prices

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.
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prices for the small quantity of spices included in their invest- CHAP. [

ment ;—that, besides, it was difficult to obtain cinnamon from 1649-50.

the Portuguese, who preferred including their proportion of it
in their own cargoes for Europe ;— that, though they had got
about two hundred and sixty-four hales of Agra indigo, the price
had been high, which, with the misfortune of one of their cara-
vans being robbed, induced them to send Mr. Davidge, as an
Agent, to Agra, to solicit (after offering suitable presents)
the redress of this grievange, and additional Phirmaunds,
to protect and enlarge the English trade: — the Presidency,
at this time, recommended, that a proportion of quicksilver,
vermilion, and elephants’ teeth, which were in great de-
should be sent on. the ships of the ensuing season, with

mand, ) Wit
to enable them to keep up their credit in

a supply of money,

the market. ‘ . .
Such was the general view of the trade at Surat, in this

season ; but it appears, that the profits, from exchanges in India,
b

had been depressed, by a jealousy
d Bantam :— the former had directed their atten-

between the Presidencies of

Surat an

tion td keep up the trade between Surat, Gombroon, and
a; the latter, instead of disposing of the English broad-
Acheen and Johore, and purchasing spices suited to
and Persian markets, had sent the English cloths to

ndel Coast for sale, where they were not in demand ;

Bussor
cloth at
the Surat

the Coroma
which had obliged the factories, on that Coast, to return the

and, at the same time, had detained the home-
3L 2 ward

cloths to Surat ;
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ward-bound shipping at Bantam, which had materially injured

the investment.

The Presidency of Surat, under all these difticulties, con-
tinued to be alarmed, hy the irregular proceedings of Courten’s
.Associuti()n, which kept a hovering squadron of their ships
in the Indian Seas, the depredations of which might again be
vetaliated on the Company’s property and servauts :—— this was
the more to be apprehended, from their dishonorable expe-
dient, of passing base coin (rupees and pagodas) in the
Indian markets, for which Captain Durston, one of their
commanders, had been seized and imprisoned. Their character
was, from this cause, brought into such disrepute, that the Gover-
nor of Rajahpore, at which they had a factory, offered the trade
of that port to the Presidency of Surat, and to restore the
Company’s cloth detained at that place, one half in money,
and the other by remission of customs; an offer which was
accepted by the Presidency, because, at Rajahpore, they could
o.btain pepper and cardamoms, without being exposed to oppo-
sition by the Dutch. ¢

The English trade in Persia was, this year, partly affected
by the war, between the Mogul and the King of Persia, which
abridged the demand for English cloths, and partly by the Surat
Presidency not having received from Bantam, the spices required
in the Persian market ; and yet the profits on the trade had been

more

(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 5th Aprif 1649,
and 224 Jaavary and 20th March 1649-50,
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more considerable in this, than in any of the preceding
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seasons, having yielded about four thousand Tomands, or above 1648-50.

#£12,000 sterling.
The power of the Dutch in the Persian Gulf, at this time,

was so great, that they had obtained additional privileges, rather
from fear than from any respect to them, asa nation, and had
been promised the confirmation of them, by Phirmaunds,
on the return of the King to Ispaban, from his wars with the
Mogul : but if the trade had been more productive, the
customs at Gombroon were deficient, notwithstanding‘ the

friendly disposition of the new Governor of that port. The

Agents ascribed this deficiency to the rumours of the civil wars

in England, which had reached Persia, and the ¢ tragicall
s storye of the Kinge's beheadinge, wh.ich would c.:mse the
s Emperor and the Persian nobles lto consider the ‘Enghsh'- as a
s« hase, contemptible, unworthy nation ;. and that fhe{r were
s apprehensive, the Persian nobles would, from this cxrcu'm-
seek occasion to break the league between the English
and deprive them of their moiety of the cus-
‘which had hitherto been collected in the

¢ gtance,
« and Persians,
« toms at Gombroon,

« pame of the King of England.” O
"There daes not appear from the Presidency of BanTan,

e of that jealousy in them, which had

y informed the Court, that they had
not

this season, any evidenc
occurred at Surat ; for the

(1)—Letters from the Agent and Council at Gombroon and Ispahan to the Court,

dated 26¢h July, and 1Gth and 27th November 1649.~—m= Leticrs from the President and

Council of Surat to the Court, 20th March 1649-50.

Trade at Ban-
tam depress-
ed,bythecap-~
tares made

by the Dutch,
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bt veeeived any supplies from England for three vears, which
explains the reason of thejy having sent the English broad-
cloths to the Covomandel Coast, that they nught draw, from
the sale of them, resources for the pepper trade.

Under such cmbarrassments, we find evidence of the activity
and perseverance of the President and Council at Bantam, to

enlarge their purchases of pepper 5 for in this year, on an

mvitation from the Governor of PapanG, in Sumatra, one

of the Company’s ships  was dispatched to that port, and to
INprAroORE, 0n a voyage of experiment : and this circumstance
marks the first trade and settlement of the English, at those
stations.

This cxperiment succeeded beyond expectation, for the
ship completed her cargo of pepper, at Indrapore ; but on her
leaving  that port, was attacked and seized by two large
Dutch ships, which had been dispatched, for this purpose,
by the Dutch General at Batavia :—after taking out the
whole of the pepper  with  which the English ship was
loaded, the commanding officer informed the captain that
the Dutch had an exclusive right, from the Queen of
Acheen, to all the pepper on the coast. When the Presi-
dent and Council at Bantwm complained of this outrage
to the Dutch General at Batavia, he returned for answer,
““ that the English were traitors, and had no King, and that
““ he would do them all the injury in his power.” ®

(1)—Letters from the President and Council at Bantam to the Court, 13th October
and 15th December 1649.
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1650-51.

TyE reference to the state of public affairs, made in intro-
ducing the Annals of 1649-50, must be continued in 1650-51,
that the measures of the London Company may be fully
appreciated.

After the battle of Worcester, and the escape of Charles II.
to France, large armies were sent to Ireland and to Scotland, in
the name of that Parliament, which Cromwell had formerly
duped, but which now had become the passive instrument of
this Usurper, and of that Council of State, which he had
selected from his officers and dependents. The situation of the
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Petitionofthe
Company to
Parliament,
for redress of
grievances,
and compen«
sation from
the Dutch.

London East-India Company becomes more interesting in this

year, than it hitherto has appeared, because the injuries which
b

it had suffered from the Dutch, were not only subjects of

complaint to the Council of State, but matters of deliberation

and decision to this body, who now had assumed the Sovereign
Power. ;

The Company, on the 14th of November 1650, presented
a petition to what they termed ¢ the Supreme Authority of
¢ this Nation, the High Court of the Parliament of England,”
in which they enumerated the grievances they had suffered from
the Dutch, in violation of the treaty of 1619, or, that they had
been expelled, by them, from the Island of Polaroon, their ancient

inheritance,
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day on which it was presented, it was resolved, by a vote of the CHAP. L.
Parliament, that the petition of the East-India Company should 1650-51.
be referred to the consideration of the Council of State. (V

vhich the Parliament Captain

The encouragement and protection v
‘ Blackman
appointed

and Council of State were expe(:ted to afford to' the Company, appointed '
resi O

discover the source of the new regulatlons which the Court of il“s;":fm";g:*
for their two tI‘)’_S"PP“"ss

Committees of the East-India Company established  Subp

CHAP. I. j i -

IE,;“O_,;L ::ll;cn[t\anlcc. and from the Isl.uml.‘s‘ of Lantore, Molucca, Banda,
¢ mboyna, where their factors and servants had been
I)urbamusly murdered ;—that the spice-trees in Polaroon had
been cat down by the Dutch, and the Company's houses and

stores at Jaccatra hurnt, and their treasure taken away ;—that

Bant: : \
am had been blockaded by the Dutch, for six years together,
d’ Trade.

—referved to
the (“"lll(‘ll
of Stite.

wherchy  the English  were deprived of the bencfit of that
trade ;—that the shipping and subjects of the Mogul had heen
protected by the Dutch, against the English ;—that the Dutch
l‘m(l committed piracies in the Red Seca, under the English flag,
tor which the Company had to pay 103,000 rials of eight ;—that
a great quantity of pepper had, in the year 1649, been taken
by the Dutch, out of one of the Company’s ships at Indrapore ;
and that, on the whole, they had, during the last twenty
yc.m:s’ sustained losses from the Dutch, to the amount of two
ml'llmus sterling ;—that they had repeatedly represented their
grievances to the late King and his Council, hut never could
oh.tain any reparation; and therefore prayed, that their case
might be taken into consideration, and that satisfaction should
he demanded from the States General, for the losses which they
had sustained, and particularly that the Island of Polaroon
should be restored to them.

The Company had evidently been encouraged to present
this petition, from its being immediately taken into consi-
deration, and from the reference which was made by the
Parliament to the Council of State, at this period, looking

torward to an approaching war with the Dutch ; for, on the samce

day

At Surat, the President and Council ha

foreign Presidencies.
been pcrmitted to trade In articles,

besides their allowances,

not included in the Comp

nities to engage in commercial projects
ge of their duties :—

any’s investments, or had opportu-
which were now

held to be inconsistent with the full dischar
Captain Jeremy Blackman was appointed

To remedy these evils,
s to receive, as a compensation, a

President at Surat, who wa
salary of £500 per annum, for five years, to commence from the

. . : inue till his return :—
day of his leaving England, and to contin .y l

. ] -l sur of all the dependen-
He was instructed to make a gencl al survey p

; . . ¢harees at each of them
cies of that Presidency; to reduce the charg ,

as far as might be consisten

as the Company were now connc
assage, to cX

I directions as would

t with the promotion of trade ; -and,
\
cted with the Assada Mer-

chants, he was, on his outward p amine the state of
this colony, and to afford the Agent suc
more fully establish the intercourse between Assada and Surat,
: M Al . (ATl Ad

By this regulation, the Court expcc |
ada Merchants, as practicable, as

between them and the Ass
3 M the

ted to render the union,

VOL. I
1o the Parliament, 2nd Vote of Paliamen

(1)~DPetition of the East-India Company
(East India Papers in the State Paper Office,  No 176.)

thereon, 14th November 1650.
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‘ll olative 1 “od. .
¢ relative situation of this colony, and the Company’s settle-

'r - r \ .
1650-51. ments, would permit,

Simifar in-
structions

Similar instructions w .
N ar instructions were framed, and sent to the President

given to the and C a “ . . .
and Council of Bantam, which, after cnumerating the arbitrary

President
m!d Council
ot Bantam.

lzr(')(-.ccdinp;s of the Dutch, in excluding the English from the
bp.lcc Islands, and, by their vast imports of pcppm:, lowering the
!)rwc of that article in Burope, ordered, that in future, the
1.nvestnwnts from Bantam should consist of as large a propor-
tion, of nutmegs, mace, &c., as could be obtained ; and that the
spare tonnage only should be filled up with pepper; and this
p(‘.pp(‘r to be sent for sale to Surat, that the tonnage
n‘ught be filled up with goods from that port, because the
-I&umpc market had been so glutted by the quantities of pepper
nnported by the Dutch, that it would not scll, at the Com-
pany’s home sales, but at a loss. The ship Supply, Captain
Bearblock, consigned this year, to Bantam was, also, in her
outward voyage, to touch at Assada, and to take in such
articles as that colony afforded, suited to the Bantam market.
These instructions to Surat and Bantam discover the real
state of the Company’s affairs at home, at the time wheﬁ it
began to act in connexion with the Assada Merchants, and that
the. .Court was disposed to give a fair trial to the experiment of
uniting the trade of the Company, with this projectcd ex-

periment of trade, on the Coast ofAfrica. ®

The

( )
1 —-(:()IIHI][BSIO“ .nd Ins[lu(ll(}n f

s from thc CO\“t (o ("lptaln J
]l(’!lant Of ﬂuldt, l“[h I~13]Ch ]O.)“‘d].

(2)~Letter f . :
ram the Court to the President and Council at Bantam, 2gth May 1650.

- Instructions from the C -
court to Captai 2. . - . .
Assada and Bantam, 1st May 1650, aptain Bearblock, of the ship Supply, for hisvoyage 10
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The Presidency of SURAT, though infor

the Monarchy,
the transactions, between th

| of State; and therefore remained
for the preservation of their factory and

e Company,
Counci ander the necessity of

adop.ting such measures,
as local circumstances required,

trade,
a proportion of indigo, and finer cloths and saltpetre, as might

meet the orders of the Court. As the season
dient to dispatch Mr. Davidge, as
licit redress for the loss

he pmcticuble, to
vanced, they found it expe

Agent, to the Mogul’s court, to so
which had .been robbed, and Phir-

the different Mogul provinces. On
s to obtain the protection

ad

their
of one of their carayans,

ds for their trade, In
hi, he was so fortunate a
he Mogul’s cldest son, and after a long nego-
¢ Phirmaunds, for liberty of trade
with an exemption from

maur
reaching Del
of Sultan Darah, t
tiation, to receive five separat
to the Eggish in the Mogul provinces,

and a promise of satisfaction b
f any of their caravans being
agement, the Presidency
ined in England

payment of duties, eing made to
the Company, 10 the cvent 0
stopped, or cobbed. Under this encour

of Surat resolved, that, a3 it had been determ
e trade on an United Joint Stock, they would

persevere in forming an investment ; not because, at this Crisis,
but hecause,

profitable,
it was necessary t0 preserve th

1e hands of the Dutch.
3 M2

to continue th
in those troublesome

the trade was
e trade

and dangerous times,

from passing entirely into tl .

451

med of the fall of CHAP. L
N !

could not, in this season, be acquainted with 1650-51.
The Presi-

the Parliament, and the dency of Su-
rat obtain

Phirmaunds
from the

Mogul, for
the enlarge-

and to obtain as large ment of their
privileges.
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Botine vemittanees from the fanrds of the Second General
Voyage, and of the Fourtdy Joint Stock, had, in the last ycar,
coabled this Presideney 1o discharee a large proportion of their
debts, and vaised their evedir, the miormation of the infention of
the Company o form an United Joigt Stock, had, this year, so
greatly miproved that evedit, that, without dificulty, they could,
at any time, borrow SL20,000, at twelve per cent,

Under the new Phirmaunds, the Presidency obtained a
good investment of indigo and finer cloths, and, with diflicultys
a small quantity of saltpetre ;. but, as scon as they should receive
intelligence that the (,‘()mp;’m)"s affairs had been settled in Bu-
rope, and that their sales had again hecome regualar, the utmost
cfforts would be made to inerease the trade.

As information of the agreement which had taken place in
England, between the Company and the Assada Merchants,
had not been reccived Surat, the Presidency reported to the
Court, that this plantation had failed, by the persons sent to it
having been reduced, by sickness, to a small numbcrmﬂd that
toe survivors had offered to resign the plantnﬁ(m to the Com-
pany, and to place it at the disposal of the Presidency i—an
event, which was alinost a commentary on the answers which
the Court had made to the Council of State, of the preca-
rious and unpromising project of uniting that trade with the
English scttlements in the Kast-Indies illustrating thus, by

fact, that however promising, in speculation, the schemes of

the letc;-lupcl-s might he, in England, a short experiment had

)]‘O‘V 3 1 . M . - .
proved them to be lmpracticable ; and, as a farther evidence of

this

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

this truth, that, last year, Courten’s factors at Rajabpore had

offered to transfer their right to that port to the Company ; and,

in this year, so low had their character sunk, that one of their

ships hadb een scized, by order of the King of Visiapore, as a

security for the payment of the debts, due to him, and to his

subjects. | .
The evils which the Agents in Persia apprebended, in the

preceding year, when the King, and his nobles, should receive

intelligence of the disastrous issue of the civil wars in England,

were probably prevent

i he
the King of Persia and t
y of -an invasion by an army of Usbeck Tar-

ed, by the continuance of the war between

Mogul, and by the danger to the

Persian dominions,
towards the close of the se
terminated, and the trade at Gombroon, be-

ason, however, the war with
tars:

the Mogul had
tween the Mogul's

which having been inland,
increased the customs at this port, and,

subjects and the Persians, began to
. by caravans, during the
revive,

t

war, had not, as Y€, .

f , se, had left the English proportion of them, low, and
of course, ha

not equal to what might hav

i Gulf had again become open.
ton & ¢ ihis which materially affected the trade

e been expected, when thé naviga-

A change, however,

Jace, in this year, i
had taken p - Dutch factory at Gombroon had received large

ja :—th -
of Persia had arrived at this port, which had

and ten of their ships

stock . !
’ ponderuucc in the trad

given them a pre

¢ :—the Portuguese, also,

had

24th Qctaher 1650,

e Court,

d Council at Surat to the Court,

the President an: _
y—Letters {rom from the Agent and Council at Agra to th

(1
5] = Letter

and 215t February 1650-
gth March 1050-51.
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the Gulf.
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hll ) X ll‘ ‘l " i b g . fa
. ‘

Dutch i Dercian €Cale .
n the Persinn Gulf'; and though, on their again hecom-

ing a separate sovercignty in Burope, they concluded a kind of

trice, yet not having received remforeements or supplies for
two years, it was l”""l)itblv that the Dutch would take advan-
tage of thewr defenceless situation, and renew the war with

them, and, if so, would expel them from the Indian Seas. "
The districts in the vicinity of Mapras and MASULIPATAM
had not recovered from the effects of the desultory war in 1648-49,
between the Kings of Vistapore and Goleondah, which had
almost ruined the cloth trade at the principal towns; and this
]f:ul induced the Agents and Factors at Fort St. George, to
fit out a vessel for Pegu, with a small stock, to endeavor t0
open a trade with that country ; and another, under the com-
mand of Captain Brookhaven, to attempt trade, cither at Bal-
li'lf()l‘(", or to establish a factory at Hughly, on the basis of the
:\“'z‘-f s Phirmaund for a free trade in Bengal; but the scas,
etween the Straits of Malacca ¢ s Coanoee WOTE. fs
time, so covered with Duteh ¢ ‘.md the Ganges, wert, ,dt this
. , ch cruisers, that the results of these

eXperiments were precarious.
To recover the trade at Fort St. G(’Ol'gt’, or at the Com-
. s . :
:)}dn); s fuctories at Masulipatam, Verasheroon, and Pettipolee,
1c fort must be strengthened, and have a sufhei Arrison ;

the subordinate factories must cither .Qllﬁ]‘ueut gar‘nson, and
st r reccive full repairs, or the
Company’s
(1)—Letter from the President and Counci} of Surat to the Court, 24th Qctober and

21st Febiraary 1050-5 .
y 1050-51. Letter from the Agent and Council at Gombroon to the Gourt,

21st February 1650 51,
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‘s trade on the Coromapndel Coast, be confined io CHAP. L
\—Nf—-/

Company
An inventory, at this time, was taken of all the 1650-51.

Madras only.
quick and dead stock, and debts of the Second General Voyage,

and the balance carried to the credit of the United Stock.

The station of Madras having been obtained from the King The King of
of Golcondah, and the English trade appearing to him to be of proposer o
he made a proposal, this season, to the Agent contingtrade

great consequence,
the Company, on Evslish.

and Council, of forming a Joint Stock with
which a coasting trade might be carried on, between the ports

of his dominions, and those of the other Indian powers.
When Fort St. George was first established, the Portuguese The Portu-

guese, by in-

rded assistanee to the English Agents, and terfering with
the religionof

at St. Thomé had affo
two settlements had continued on the best terms, though the the natives,
expase the

the
by their improvident zeal to make settlements
of the Euro-

Portuguese had not always,
amity with the natives ; and, in this sea- geansm great
anger.

converts, remained in
d nearly endangered the

ncident occurred, which ha
eir establishments at St. Thomé :—one of
allow a procession of the Hin-
church ; in this dispute

son, an 1
permanency of th
Padres had refused to

eremonies to pass his
avoided interfering, and, after relating

on to the Court, of the

their
doo religious ¢
the English, most wisely,
gave the following opini
ercoming the religious prejudices of the
ge of the lyon by his paw, and
and how much danger
vke y*® naked

the transaction,
impracticability of ov
s :—<¢ by this, you may jud
ne, what small hopes,
hese pe0p1e, yt are not 1
¢ and pollitique nation,

«« who are so zealous in their religions, or rather superstitions,
¢t
Y

native
« plainely discer
« wee have of converting t

« and brut Americans, but a most subtl
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CHAP. 1. ¢
even g . e - )
iy y amongst their owne differing casts, is grounded an irre-

1650-51. « concil-ble b
concilable hatred, w< often produceth very bloodie effects.” V

Trade at Ban- a )
n In 1650"51, thc Pl‘eSidency ()f BANTAM continqu to ex-

tam continu-

ed 10 be op- perienc oSS :
pressed bythe b e oppressions from the Dutch ; but the Company’s affairs

Dutely, had been conducted with more than usual accuracy, and this
station had remained safe, though the trade was difficult.
In obedience to the | orders from England, they informed the
Court, that they had transferred the money and goods belonging
to the Second General Voyage, to the amount of 158,000 rials,
to the credit of the Fourth Joint Stock, and drawn bills on
England for the amount, at the rate of five shillings and six-
pence sterling, per rial of eight @

{1)—Letter from theAAgent and Council at Fort St, George to the Court, 18th

Ja ) .
';nuar)' 1050. Letter from the Agent at Masulipatam to the Court, 28th February
1050-51.

2} .
{2)—Letter from thve President and Council of Baatam to the Court, dated 21st
December 1650,
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1651-52.

In 1651.52, Admiral Blake reduced the European de-
Guernsey, &c.) and forced

ignty of the Council
and, and General

pendencies of the kingdom (Jersey,
the Portuguese to acknowledge the sovere
of State; General Ireton subjugated Irel
Monk, Scotland; and the Commonwealth was establishing :
but as the large army and navy, now af its
no longer wanted in England, and might become dangerous

to Cromwell, and to the other leaders, it was mnecessary
with whom, riches might

to find a foreign enemy, in a war
d employment given to

be acquired by the English leaders, an

the forces which had overset the Monarchy.
During the civil wars, the Dutch observed a neutrality 3

but, from the connexion of the English Royal Family with the
House of Orange, the States General hesitated, after the King’s
death, to pass immediately from their alliance wi_th the Crown
of England, to connexions with the Usurpers of the govern-

ment,
It was foreseen, that, prizes
Dutch shipping in the European seas,

resources to the new Government of England;
atter the death of Prince William

might be made of the
which would furnish

and though the

republican party in Holland,
VOL. I. 3 N
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1% (éf Orange, acq.uired the ascendency, all their advances to
. Cromwell were ineffectual :—hence the two nations, which, in
EumPf% had been united, from the reign of Eliz;beth v:rere
preparing for that naval war, ‘which could only weaken tl,le real

ls;:lf:ingil of}both. What rendered this war popular in Eng-

, was the Act of Navigation, which passed in this year,

and the oypressions experienced by the London East-India Com-

f}?: );a‘::lch ;V ere adduced by the Council of State, as one of

Company pe- 1 t}’: °° . the declaration of war against the States General.
n the year 1650-51, the Company had presented a petition

tition Parlia-

ment for re- t .
o the P: .
dress of Parliament, praying for redress of grievances from the

tiev
%‘\’l“‘c’i}?‘? s g)tu:ch, z.md this petition had been referred to the Council of
ate :—
thei: re;il;n:f 5});152t’heth2’0l:z:§we: i applenton, nfark
) , and to keep out of view,
ques.tlons respecting their privileges, which might lead to dis-
cussions prejudicial to their Charter.
Parli:izn(i()f'flpany, after adverting to their former petition to the
, and to the reference made to the Council of State,
T‘enewe.d their application to this Council, on the 9th May 1651,
in which, after repeating their former grounds of complaint,
they prayed, that as Ambassadors were expected from the States
Generz.tl, the affairs of the East-India Company might be
.rec.onSldered’ and satisfaction, at last, obtained, for the in-
JllI‘l.eS they had sustained from the Dutch Co’mpany. This
petition was accompanied with a statement of the real losses

from the Dutch, subsequent to the treaty of 1622, estimated at
£1,681,996

esident within their jurisdiction,

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

+£1,681,996. 15s., hesides interest, which would amount to 2

larger sum than the principal. O

When the war with Holland became more probable, the Com-
pany, in the month of June, prfPented a third Petition to the
Council, in which they expressed their apprehensions for the

safely of their homeward-bound fleet, consisting of five ships,

with . . .
valuable cargoes, particularly saltpetre, the importation of

which they had directed their Presidencies and Factories to
make a principal article in the investment ; and prayed that ships
of war might be stationed off the Land’s-End, or the Isles of
Scilly, to protect their fleet into the Downs. @

Having been, for years, without proper authority in the
Presidencies in India (more particularly since Courten’s shipping
had made encroachments on their trade) to enforce obedience in
the English subjects within their limits, the Company presented

an address to the Council of State, praying that powers might

be given, under the Great Seal of England, to their Presidents

and Councils in India, to enforce
and to punish offenders,

conformably to the laws of England. ©
3N 2 While

y to the Council of State, gth May 1651, and

(1) ~Petition of the East-India Compan
(East-India Papers in the

A
S ccount of Losses sustained from the Dutch, accompanying it.
tate Paper Office, Nos. 179, 180).

y to the Council of State, respecting their

(2)~—Petition of the East-India Compan
0. 181).

hom
eward fleet, 21st June 1651. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, N

(3)=Petition of the East-India Company to the Council of State, respecting & Grant of

power . . . .
s to enforce obedience to thewr orders in India, 22d October 1651, (East-India

Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 183).
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CHAP. L. While the probability remained, that an adjustment of the
\———v—-J )

1651-52. disputes hetween England and Holland would terminate in a
~—repeat their

petition a- treaty, the Company continued their applications to the Council
gainst the

Dutch, ac-  0f State, accompanied with #atements of their losses. In the
companied

with a state- month of January 1651-52, they reminded the Council, by .a

mentoflosses, .
new petition, of their former applications ; and added, that the
Dutch having, by the offer of a pecuniary compensation,
admitted the justice of their cluims, they trusted that the refer-
ence which had been made to the Council, by the Parliament,
might be taken into consideration, during the time the Ambassa-
dors of the States General remained in England ;—and that
such relief might be afforded them, as would be satisfactory and
honorable to the English nation ; ® but as this treaty broke off,
the redress was necessarily postponed, till the issue of the war
should again render the interests of the two nations, in the East-

Indies, the subject of a treaty, ®)

The invest- The Phirmaunds which the Presidency of Surat had ob-

ment at Surat

limited, from tained from the Mogul, through the application of Mr. Davidge,

an apprehen- ] . '
sion of war had conmderably mmproved the trade, and enabled them to save
with the Por. ,

tuguese. a large sum of money, on the duties and customs, and to recover

debts, which otherwise would have been lost ; but the relations

of

(1) —Petition of the East-India Company to the Council of State, respecting their

disputes with the Dutch, 29th January 1651-52. (East-India Papers in the State Paper
Office, No. 180.)

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

of this Presidency, with the European powers, had becone more

critical.

Information had been 1'eceiy'ed, : .
Admiral Blake, on that part of the En.ghsh fieet whch had
adhered to Charles II. and had entered LlflTon, under the com-
mand of Prince Rupert, and of the probability of a war Letwe;n
England and Portugal ;—should this event t;tke. })la(e, t _Z
Presidency of Surat determined to act on the de e‘[.lsyl\ e, je:_aus
they had not force, of any kind, to comme-nce offensive Op:aflmtl.s’
or to attack the Portuguese stations, which were strongly forti-

fied : but trusted, that the fear of the Dutch, whose flexts and
e v’verfu would keep the Portiguese
forces were so po

in check, till reinforce
enable them to alter this systeml;
e trade at Surat had been
had rfohmpleted their investments for the I\I(:)C(il(;l, [t’lc;(x):(: ; T;}:
Bantam markets, to the amount of £70, ’v. ‘} th: e
profits at those stations had not corresponded W ;t 1t jrl i:e
nitude of the stock, as they had been able l(’)n;'(l)o pro
three hundred and fifty tons olfl. sf,ltpfﬁf f;‘u-fl;g dza;l eived
he preponderance WhIC ; :
if¥ tl:l; tra(i)e I:)f Pgrsia, in the preceding y:f{hqi:; ttl:(:
expulsion of the Portuguese from Mu'scat, :XZ O:;‘bmon o
season ;—as eleven of their ships had arrived a ,

of the attack nade by

1in the Indies,
ments should come from Englaud, to

so far successful, that they

(1)—Lettetg fl om the PICSIdent and OunCll Of Sura 4

October 1651, and 10th January 1651-52.
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a weight in the Persiai market, the English trade was neces-
sarily on the decline ; hoth from a scarcity of money, and from
the sabks of their imports having been dull:—a proportion of
goods had, however, been sent to Ispahan, by two caravans,
and tle Court’s orders had been executed, of estimating all
the quick and dead stock by appraisement, and carrying the
amourt to the credit of the United Stock. The Company’s pro-
portior of the customs at Gombroon, this season, amounted to
seven qundred and fifty Tomands, which had been the principal
resource of the Agent, who trusted, that when the troubles in
Englard should subside, and the requisite funds be remitted, the
examgle of the Dutch, who had sent a strong fleet into t
Persian Gulf, would be followed, as a more efficacious plan, for

reviving and invigorating the Persian trade, than the precarious

he

cxpecient of negotiation.®
The Agent and Council at Fort S1. GEORGE having re€-
ceived the Court’s directions to keep the fort, in its present situa-
tion, and not to add to its strength, that the charges might be kept
as low as possible, expressed their deep regret at this hazardous
measure ; because Fort St. George formed the only security to
the inland trade, and the principal protection to the Company’s
shipping. Of so much importance was this fort, that the Agﬂlt
and Council attributed the prosperity of the Dutch trade, on the
Coromandel Coast, to their having added to the fortifications at
Pullicat,

(1)—Letters from the Prdsident and Council of Surat to the Court, sth April and 30th
October 1651, and 10th Janvary 1651-52.=—— Letter from the Agent and Council of Gom-

broon to the Court, Sth May 1051.
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Pullicat, and increased the effective strength of its garrison ; and w.
they had sent a Commissary, to solicit an enlargement of their pri- 1651-52.
vileges from the Nabob, and to be allowed to rent some of the
neighbouring towns, for which they had offered to pay consi-
derable sums, if a free trade should be allowed them, without
payment of customs .—this Dutch agent was coolly received by
the Nabob, and referred to the King of Golcondah, then at
Gundicotta, to which place he had proceeded, but, at the close

of the season, the result of this negotiation was not known.

These facts induced the Agent and Council of Fort St. George

to submit, that if the Comp
on the Coromandel Coast, per

the strength of the fort, and to

any wished to extend their trade
nission must be given to add to

encrease the garrison.

An additional Phirmaund had becn obtained from the Na- Obtaina
Phirmaund

y to make purchases of Coast from the
Nabob for

bob, authorizing the Compan
cloths and other goods, without re

his district; the effect of this grant
derable, from the existing wars between the Kings of Golcondah

and Visiapore, and the Hindoos.
ing dispute between the Portuguese a
e it had been compromised. The i

was not conside
d on the Coast.

striction, in all the towns of inland trade,

had hitherto been inconsi-

As no notice is taken of the

e
alarm nd the Natives, 1t is
nvestment in cloths,

probabl

from these circumstances,
saltpetre could be collecte

rable, and a small

The Factors
in Bengal
und for free trade, vbtina

Phirmaund

quantity, only, of
The Factors in BENGAL had been more
and rupees, obtained a Phirma
R e, (1 Conpany’s for tade, on
This cxpence, (lf the lupaby s pryment of
flicient stock,) three thoa-

sand rupees.
would

successful, having,

for three thous

without payment of customs.
trade in that country could be supplie(l with su
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CHAP. L. would :

d soon bhe reimt : ]
16.51-5 p ) ! yursed : but, what was of most importance
2. an indefinite quantity of s ’
nne y of saltpetre could be purchased in Bengal,
particularly at Ballasore, and at Hughly; the Dutch in this

ear, and indeed : i

year, and indced annually, having shipped above two thousand

tons f) i .
M ° r(’)m P-lpley, the port at which the English first obtained the
ogul’s Phirmaund for liberty of trade.®

(1)~Letter from
the Agent :
January 1651.52, gent and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 14th

EAST-1INDIA COMPANY,

1652-53.

I has hitherto been required, from the changing aspects
lish goveljmnent, from a Monarchy to a Com-

of the Eng

monwealth, to refer, annually,
¢.Tndia Company werc under the neces-

to the forms which it assumed ;

because the London Eas
of accommodating their ap
to the Protector, an
her disposed to Jisten to their complaints, or

ection to their chartered rights and exclu-

plications to the existing go-

sity
d the Council of State, as

vernment, Or
they appeared eit

inclined to afford prot
__As Cromwell carefully concealed his real reasons

sive privileges.
ith the Dutch, the Company

of State, for engaging in a war w

accommodate their
between the Commonwealth and

were obliged to applications to the probable

pearances of the differences,

ap
r to the actual prospect of war.

the Dutch, being adjusted, ©0
At the beginning of this season, the disputes between, the
English and Dutch, seemed to be In a
s, and by the Company, of injuries sus-

complaints by individual
d from the Dutch, were invited, and readily received by the

taine
State .—all these compl

Council of
lic with an opinion,

impress the pub
o matter of necessity. After, however, the war actually

those complain

train of adjustment; but

aints went to one point, or to

that war with the Dutch had

become .
commenced, ts were necessarily suspended ; and
the Council of State had an opportunity of impressing the

voLr. I 30 public,
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public, as well as the Company, with an opinion, that, should
the issue he fortunate, the gricvances of the nation in the East-
Indics would be redressed, and a full compensation made, for
the losses which they had sustained.  Cromwell, thus, rendered
the aggression of the Dutch a justifiuble cause of war, and
conciliated the minds of the public to this event, from &
belief that the encouragement of trade, and the protection of the
English nation, were the real motives for those hostilities, whicl,
in fact, procceded from the nccessity of the Usurper fto
tind a forcign’enemy, against whom he might employ that army,
and that nuvy, which had levelled the Throne, and which, il un-
cmployed, might have reflected upon the crimes, of which they
had been made the deluded mstruments.

While negotiation with the Duatch was practicable, ap-
plications for redress of grievances were readily received, and
individuals and their families, or representatives, encouraged to
offer them, not only by specitying the original sums at which
they computed their losses, but the accumulation of interest on
those sums, and the probable profits to which (had the owners of
them hecn allowed to proceed with their trade) they would have
amounted, at the date of the applications. It was not, however,
left to particalar  applications, calculated, (hy the natural
interest taken in them in almost every part of England,)
to turn the popular fecling against the Dutch, but the East-
India Company, also, were encouraged, while the treaty was
pending, to renew their applications for redress to the Council

of State.
By

XAST-INDIA COMIANY.

By a petition, in the early part of 1652, the Company re-
capitulated the injuries and losses they-had sustained from the
Dutch East-India Company, and that they had not been able,
hitherto, to obtain that redress, which they trusted would now
be insisted on, in the negotiations pending between England and
Holland, and particularly, that the Islands of Polaroon and
Polaway should be restored to them.

At this crisis, hostilities commenced between Admiral Blake
and the Dutch Admiral, Van Tromp ; but this event, instead of
producing an immediate declaration of war, induced the States
to send Adrian Paaw, as Ambassador Extraordinary, to attempg
the accommodation of the dispute. The Company, strangers to

the motives of Cromwell and his Council, and uncertain whether

a treaty, Or
tion, in July 1652, praying, as they understood the Dutch had
2

a war, might be the result, presented another peti-

C . 3 . .
oiven in an account of pretended losses from the English, in
=}

the East-Indies, to an amount exceeding that which the

English had really experienced, that a copy of this account might
o]

be afforded them, that they might give a just and accurate an-

swer thereto, wherchy to make the vight appear;” but in the

month of August 1652, as neither the Council of State, nor the
would recede from the terms upon which

Duatch Ambassadors, .
s broke off, and formal manifes-

cach had insisted, the negotiation !
ations of war, were published by both parties. ©
302 While

tos, and declar

(1)—Petition of Richard Newland to the Council of State, for gatisfaction of losses sus-

tained from the Dutch in the East-Indies, and interest thereon, DMay 1052.
Petition

1652-53.

War declared
against ol
land.
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While the Court were under this uncertainty, respecting
the 1ssue of their applications to the Council of State, they were

employed in making up the accounts of the Fourth Joint Stock,

-

for

Petition and AfHidavit of Pleasance Pane, widow of Michael Pane, for satisfaction of losses
m the East-Indies, in the year 1618, and interest thereon, to the amount of .£10,000.
April 10652.

Petition and Afidavit of John Tucker, for satisfaction of losses in the year 1619, and in-
terest, to the amount of #212,000). April 1652.

Petition of Henry Coulson, for satisfaction for the murder of his brather, Samuel Coulson,
at Amboyna, in 1629,

Petition of Jane Staunton, widow of Robert Staunton, tor losses sustained from the Dutch
in 1619, to the amount of L2400,

Petition of Joan Battichel, widow of Henry Battichel, for losses sustained from the Dutch,
1 1619, to the amount of £'2,500.

Petition of Captain Hackwell, for losses sustained by his brother, William Highet, for losses
sustained, in the year 1619, to the amount of £2,500.

Petition of Margery Carter, widow of Thomas Woolman, for losses sustained, in 1619, to
the amount of £ ,200.

Petition of Sarah Wills, widow of Joseph Wills, for losses sustained, in 1618, to the
amount of s£'100, with interest.

Petition of Thomas Roswell, for losses sustained, in 1618, to the amount of £800.

Petition of Katherine Dover, widow of William Rockwell, for losses sustained, in 1618, to
the amount of &£3,000.

Petition of Rachel Fletcher, widow of Thomas Fletcher, for losses, in 1616, to the amount
of &£2,000.

Petition of Henry Abdy, son of Philip Abdy, for losses, in 1618, to the amount of s£3,000.

Petition of Joan Batler, widow of Kenelm Butler, for losses, in 1619, to the amount of
£2,000.

Pctition of Katherine Dover, sister of Hugh Woodlock, for losses, in 1619, to the amount
of &£10,000,

Petition of Nicholas Smith, for losses, in 1619, to the amount of &£2,000,

Petition of Joan Colterell, widow of William Cotterell, for losses, in 1619, to the amount
of o£3,000. Petition
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for the purpose of merging itinto the United Stock  After long Cﬂifﬁ,-JM
investigation, this was effected, on the 22d December 1652, when 1652-53.
a General Court of Committees of both Stocks was held, and
the amount of the Fourth Joint Stock, made up to November
1651, was laid before them, amounting to £30,246 : — this
General Court decided, that s£20,000 should be paid to the
holders of the Fourth Joint Stock, as a part of the sums due to
them, and that the remainder should be adjl.lsted, and finally
settled, at a subsequent meeting of the Generality. '
It does not appear, in the home transactions of this season, The foreign

Presidencies

ific i 1 been framed, or conveyed to the and Agencies
that any specific nstructions had s y and Agenci

i i ies and Factories, and, indeed, from discretionary
Company’s foreign Presidencies a , and, ) o o
he

Petition of Martha Vitry, widow of William Vitry, for losses, in 1619, to the amount of £300.
etition N ) ot
Petition of Jane Webber, widow of William Webber, for Josses, in 1622, to the amount of
etition O
near &££1,000, and interest, o |
Petition of Matthew Wills, heir of Matthew Wills, for losses, 1 1018, to the amount of
etition 2

#£3,000.

Petition of Sarah Lane, ‘
Petition of Elizabeth Swanley, widow of Richard Swanley, for losses, in 1616, to the
etition

widow of Jacob Lane, for losses, in 1018, to the amount of +£3,500.

amount of above s£1,500. o
G ] Petition of th; Captains, Seamen, Widows, and Orphans, for losses and injuries
enera

tained from the Dutch in the East-Indies, subsequent to the year 1610.  (Fast India
sustaine

Papers, in the State Paper Office, No. 185.)

P tition Of |he E‘ast [il’\liﬂ Compdny to the C‘JllllCil of St(lte, for redress of grievances sust n-
etitior . ‘ sta Xl.

d from the Dutch, pax‘licu]mly the I\LlSSdCrC at Amboynn and the Seizure of PO‘GYOOH
€ ro

(East India Papers in the State Paper Office, 1652, No. 135.)

Petition of the East India Company to the Council of State, requesting a copy of the demands
etiti : ‘

3 ~ J b
f the Datch. gth July, 1652, (East India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 18C.)
o . ,
(1)—Minute of a Meeting of the Committees of the Fourth Joint Stock, and
1)—DNl 'ng

Uuited Stack, 22d December 1652, (Vol. iii, No. 241).
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CHAP. I > - : ,' « 3 1 C . .
the events which had taken place between the Company and with caution towards the Portuguese, not having fleets or force &P T
1652-53. the Council of State it was searcel : to act offensively, ecither against their shipping, or their fortified 1652-53.
) » W was scarcely possible that any, thing, b th farther al d. b
S . } ; . i is year, they were farther alarme
eyond the dla(.lot,unnuy powers with which, during the troubles, stations ; and, in this year, yb 1ed, by accounts
, . . ) war having been declared, between the -
they had heen obliged to vest them, conld have been devised. Ina from Europe, of q ;3 S G ’ I the Com
\ i \g . . . ngland and the States General.
,preceding season, from the low price of pepper in Europe, the monvwealth of ]?i ° F ¢ this intell hat t1
- . g . he immediate effect of this intelligence was, that the
Prcsndency of Bantam had been directed to send such quantity of T b fraid to load it c d ’ board of
is article b 1 tive merchants were airaid to loa reir goods on board o
this article, as they might have collected, to Surat, for sale, and na ‘ . 8
not to ship : for Fur . _ Enolish vessels, lest they might be captured by the Dutch
SHp any for furope :—the Presidency of Bantam, how- © c e - y .
ever, disreoarding thi . fleets. In this situation, the President and Council had
T+, dwregarding this order, had shipped pepper to a large . . .
amount for England, f f recourse to the expedient of sending an agent to Delhi, to
=ngland, for payment of which they Jrew one . . .
bill on the Cour in ¢ I )' y represent to the Mogul, the hazardous state in which their Fac-
16 Lourt, m favor of the execcutors of one of their | laced, by being exposed to a powerful European
) al and - . tories were placed, by bein ‘
Council, and another, in favor of a Dutch merchant of Amster- d tP ’ for his protection
dam - e T (o : ‘ ) _ encmy, and to pray .
um ; hoth bills the Generality, or Court of Proprictors, ordered Y . . . h :
to be disl - . ’ In communicating this measure to the Directors, they submit-
0 be dishonored, and dirccted the Presidency of Bantam to sell . : ' or f fiv
the pepper in il ] ted the necessity of applying to the Parliament, for four or five
* Pepper m the country, and with the money it micht bring, . d vessel
to discharee the del . ) 5 Jarge ships of war, and seven or eight lesser armed vessels,
harge the debt; adding, that. in f; . s Cour Id ¢ ) .
o) lat, 1 1} .
expect implicit obed; ’ ti’ » I future, the Court wou to procced direct to the Indian Seas, both to afford protection
. It obedience to their orders.™M : : ; i
Crs. to the Company’s Presidencies and Factories, and to act offen-
N sively against the Dutch.
————— o ¢ N : : 1ssion : Obtain
The Agent sent to the Mogul succeeded in his mission ; for a th;al?nd
The Presi- s preceds . ' . . i nting general privileges of trade forprotec-
dency of I the preceding scason, the Phirmaunds of the Mogul had Phirmaund was obtained, granting general p g tion, and in-

Surat apply
to the Mogul,
for protection
against the
Dutch.

supporte . C e e '
pported the Company’s trade at SuraT, by the money saved by
exe wns fr . . ) J
mptions from the payment of the duties, and customs ; but
the investme e e . .
> westment was small, {rom the vague information which the
residency had received of a probabil; . o
tween I yl p of a pr obability of a war in Europe, he-
> neland . . . .
ing and Portugal, which had obliged them to proceed

with

)—Lette )
M) er from the Court to the President and Council at Fort St. George, 10th
’ >

February 1652-53,

- . : . 3 1 creased privi-
to the }Lngllsh, and an exemption from being questioned for fegen P

regularities or depredations, which the other European
) revy - .

i 1ol it 1 an Seas. This Phirmaund ap-

nations might commit n the Indian S P

rs to have been founded on a contract, concluded between the
and the President

any ir

pea |
Governor and principal inhabitants of Surat,
and Council, which stipulated, that the Company were to be

at the different ports, and inland, in the

d free trade
allowed free , Mogul
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Mogul's dominions, from Scindy to Bengal ;—that their Agents,
attending the transit of their goods, were to be charged only
the usual rates of carriage ;—and that they were to be allowed,
under their former Plirmaunds, to ship their goods from one port
in India to another, without repeating the payment of duties ;—
that their servants were to he permitted to recover their debts,
agreeably to the laws of the country, and, in the event of death,
that their property was to he preserved, and delivered to the re-
presentatives of the Company ;—and, lastly, that the President
and Council were to pay a fixed rent for their house and factory
at Surat, for the term of seven years.

As such grants constituted the only security which the
Company could obtain, at the ports, or in the dominions of
the Mogul, the Presidency of Surat were looking for some
insular or fortified station, in which their property and persons
might be secure, should a civil war break out, or an Eu-
ropean enemy attack their defenceless factories, or houses of
trade ; and gave it as their opinion, that, for a reasonable con-
sideration, the Portuguese would allow them to take possession
of Bombay, and of Basscin.

The report on the trade was, that they had disposed of the
greatest part of the Lnglish broad-cloth at Agra, where it
had been sold to greater advantage than in Persia, to which
they had not shipped any this season ;—that as Indian goods
could be obtained at the same prices at Agra, as at Lucknow,
they had withdrawn the factory from the latter place; and, on

the whole, had collected a moderate investment for the shipping
expected

CAST-INDIA COMPANY,

expected trom Europe, though they had experienced considerable

embarrassment, from the interferences of the private traders, who

-could not be checked in India, but must (if the Company’s

trade was to continue) be placed under restraints in England. ®
The situation of the trade in PERs1a, in 1652-53, was af-
fected by the information of the war, which had taken place
in Europe, between England and Holland.  Before this intel-
ligence reached Persia, the Dutch, by the magnitude of
their fleets and stock, and by their unwearied applications to
the King and to the Shahbunder, at Gombroor.l, for privileges
equal, if not superior, to those of the English, had so far
succeeded, that their credit was raised in the country, and
the commercial transactions of the English depresset.i. These
mstances obliged the Agents to apply to. the King for a
Phirmaund, to declare that the Dutch were liable to the pay-
ment of the English moiety of customs at Gombroon, though,
by grant, they were exempted from the payme.nt of the
moiety belonging to the King ; but the Agents despaired -of re-
g the Company’s just proportion, unles's the appearance
of an English fleet, in the Persian Gulf, with forces to <.:o-
operate with it, should give to them that power, by which

i derance in the trade. It
h had acquired a prepon
the Duie d cargoes, the former

circu

coverin

was the magnitude of their fleets an

3P consisting
voL. I.
i 3 10th December 1652, and 17th
he Presidency of Surat to the €ourt,
(e o ’ rnor and principal Inha.

the Gove
h 1652-53.— Contract between .
N of Phirmaund confirming this Contract,

(East-India Papers in the Indian Register

Janvary @
pitants of Surat and the Company, and Copy

dated the 25th of Shah Jehanguire, (1653).
Office, marked F. 1, pages 213, 229).
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consisting of fiftecen sail, the latter estim:
Tomands, which had enabled the Dutc:)tlm:}::: s::sor‘l1 0,71150(:
, ;

only to obtain a favorable reception to a Commissary whom
they had sent to Ispahan, but to make purchases of 2
large proportion of Persian produce:—such, however, was
the effect of the long subsisting. commercial intercourse be-
tween the Company and Persia, that the application of the
Dutch Commissary to the King, for the same privileges whiclt
the English had enjoyed, was refused, and the rcasouv assigned
was, ‘* that the Dutch had not performed the same services to the
““ King, which the English had done : ”—Combining, however,
commerce with intrigue, the Dutch Cominissa.ry had, from the
large stock of which he had the command, entered into a con-
tract to purchase silk, on very high and disadvantageous terms,
with the sole object of rendering the English investment in
this article, inconsiderable. The English Agent at Ispahan
had been well reccived at Cotrt, and had obtained permission
to purchase silk, in any of the Persian Provinces ; and this had
enabled him to collect an assortment of it, for the investment,
at reasonable ratcs.

After the intelligence of the war in Europe, between th;3
English and the Dutch, had reached Persia, the Agents at Gom-
broon and Ispahan became apprehensive, that the large fleets in
the Gulf might inducc the King to grant privileges to the Dutch,.
equal to those which the English enjoyed, and might expose the
Company’s ships, between Gombroon and Surat, to capture :—

This alarm was increased, when jt was discovered that the
Dutch,

* Persia, which

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

Dutch, on receiving intelligence of the war, had proposed a
cessation of hostilities, in India, between them and the Por-
tuguese, that they might direct the whole of their force against
the English trade and factories : the Agent at Ispahan, however,

d that the Portuguese, from their baving a large naval
and a considerable proportion of it stationed

{fruste

force in the Indies,
in the Persian Gulf, would not accede to this proposal.

The account given of the state of the market at Gombroon,
as the Agent had not received any new sup-

was discouraging,
which had obliged him to raise

ply of broad-cloths this year,
the price of the small quantity in store;
ever, had been made of all the Company’s goods, remaining in
were estimated at upwards of =£40,000, and
n received at Gombroon, as the

—an inventory, how-

eight hundred Tomands had bee
toms, for last season.()

| at Forr St. GEORGE, having
bability of a war, between

Company’s proportion of cus
The Agent and Counci

received intelligence of the pro
England and Holland, gave it as their opinion, to the Pre-

sidency of Surat, that whatever might be the issue of such a
war in Europe, the Company, from the superiority of the Dutch
must be sufferers :—in the prospect of it, the
Fort St. George ought to be compfeted, and in

tain towards the sea must be built, without which
and a reinforcement

power in India,
fortifications of

particular, acur
the place could not be in a state of security ;
3 P2 sent

ident and Council of Sarat to the Court, 26th November

4,—— Letters from the Agents and Councils at Ispahan
18th August, and 30th Septzmber

(1)—Lelters from the Pres

1653, and 18th January 1653-5

and Gombroon, to the Court, 4th April, 6th May,

1653.

475
CHAP. 1.
N —’

1652-53.

Measures

at Fort St

George, after
receiving in-
telligence of
the war with
Holland.



476
CHAP. 1.
Do e

1652-53,

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

sent f . ..
for the garrison, which, at this time, amounted only to

twenty-six English soldiers. It had required the utmost vigilance

of the Governor and Council to prevent the native merchants and

al‘ti H s fr o1 . . . .
sans from deserting  the town, which would do material in-

Jury to the Company’s trade, both in sales and in purchases,

and lower the amount of dutics, which went, in part, to defray

the charges of the establishment, ®

The Court not having received, in this season, any direct
communications {rom Banram, the state of the trade, at this
Presidency, can only be collected from the references which will

be made to it, in the Annals of the subseguent year.

(1)—ULetter from the Agent and Council of Fort St. George to the President and
Council at Surat, sth February 1652-53.
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1653-54.

Ir the establishment of the Council of State, and the obse-
guiousness of the Parliament to its orders, had hitherto main-
tained the administration of the Commonwealth in England,

and if a foreign enemy had been selected by Cromwell, to divert

the public attention from the power which he had assumed,
events, in this year, occurred, which altered the frame of the
government .—the army, devoted to Cromwell, was selected by
t the opposition, which appeared in that very
Parliament, which had been the source of his ambitious projects,
but which he now, by force, dismissed. To find supplies, he
selected another Parliament, consisting of persons little qualified
to discharge their duties; which, after s_itting five months, resign-
ed their authority into the hands of the Council of State, by
whom Cromwell was declared Protector of the Commomvealth,
with the title of Highness, and, as such, acknowledged by the
three kingdoms.

Though the English and Dutch had been alternately suc-

<ful in this eventful year, the superiority of the English fleets

him to counterac

ces
was established, and the States General began to make ap-

proaches to a treaty of peace. Reference is made to these
events, to mark the actual state of the Government, and, from it,

to
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CHAP. I. {0 tra .
1m4 o ccz3 the measures which a subordinate body, like the East
Jo - . ndia O c . R ’ T ¢ Lae ‘ -
e ol any, adopted; and they will afford an interesting

» [§) ne MUY 213 ’
oot 1 public feelings, when the sovercignty was so rapidly
passing to the hands of the Usurper e

Company pe- rlw}
) 1e o ‘
London East-India Company, at this critical period
b

tition Crom-

well to be al-
" endeavoure . .
lowed to d to accommodate their proceedings, not only to the

make repri- 1 (o
shifting aspects whi
sals on the g aspects which the Government was assuming, but to the
. '

Putch, and
propnse to
raise a sub-
scription  for
that purpose.

P0pula'r feclings respecting the war with the Dutch ;—instead of
re‘P‘—‘ang their gencral complaints for redress of gl‘ie,vunces, they
prantcd a petition to the Council of State, praying for per-
:::';beu;n}t'o become parties in the war, and to send a fleet of
rcPur(a:i(i]xf):'()t: ttl}xl:sf aSt -If]dics’ That they might obtain, by force,
) vain. ende ) ‘anlII‘ICS, which, for so many years, they had,
stated, ’tlmt : :(}):l;jl N PFO(jure, by. negotiation. This p etition
damages from the D deOn East-India Company had sustained
sand pounds, and utchf " the.amount of some hundred thou-
for twenty-n,inc ';'thwlthstandxng a.pp}icatiOns to Government
tion. it had 1 years, had .beerf unable to receive satisfac-
. , had at last become their wish (if they should obtain per-
:):S:::.:;;OZ ‘:hc Council of State) to open a new Subscription
charges of some ships of war to be sent to

the East-Indies, to make reprisals on the Dutch, and there-
fo‘re, prayed the Council of State to lend thc:n ﬁv; or six
frigates for this purpose, and to grant protection from impress

to the seamen to be employed in this service, ¥
Annexed

1)-=~Petiti :
(1)-~Petition of the East-India Company to the Council of State, for five or six ships
to

“w
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Annexed to this petition, the Company submitted the Pre- CHAP. I
amble for the Subscription which was to defray the charges of 1653-54.

this armament :—it set forth, that the Company, having taken
into their consideration the insupportable damages and wrongs
which, for a long series of years, they had sustained from the

Netherlands East-India Company, particularly the massacre at

Amboyna ; the dispossessing them of the Islands of Lantore

and Polaroon; the seizing by force the ship Endymion, in
the year 1649, and still retaining the cargo of this ship;
the excluding them from the trade from this period, and
the capture of four of their ships in the Gulf of Persia, the
crews of which were kept in irons, which had brought
dishonor on the nation, and injury to the London Company;
send ships of war into the East-Indies, to

had resolved to
d to recover their losses, as well

make reprisals on the Dutch, an

as to vindicate the character of the nation ; the profits and losses.

ed among the subscribers :—they,

from this expedition, to be divid
rsons should be allowed to sub-

therefore, proposed that all pe
scribe such sums as they might conceive requisite, to carry this

design into execution.

The more effectually t
the Company requested, by an additional

petition,,

o induce the Council of State to second

this enterprize,

to make reprisals against the Dutch, gth September 1653

to be sent to the East-Indies,
No. 189).

(East India Papers in the State Paper Office,
)—Preamble to a Subscription for Reprisals against the Dutch, annexed to the Petition

{1
of the East-India Company to the Council of State, 9th September 1653, (East-India

Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 189).
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petition, that they would he pleased to allow them to fit out
the ship Eagle, (which had served in the fleet employed against
the Dutch,) to he dispatched to the East-Indies, to bring
to Europe a cargo of saltpetre, and that the crew, consisting
of eighty seamen and twenty landmen, might receive a protec-
tion against being impressed, or prevented from a voyage of such
consequence to the public service, ()

In this situation the Company were placed, at the period
when their outward-bound ships were preparing for their annual
voyage; and though, in this season, from the continuance of
the naval war, these applications were not decided on, the
Council of State assisted the Company, in supporting their
credit, by issuing an order to pay them s£10,670, being the
price of one hundred and ten tons of refined saltpetre, furnish-
ed for the public service, at the rate of =£4. 17s. per hundred
weight, one moiety of which was to be paid on the 20th of
June, and the other, on the 20th of December ensuing.

The intelligence of the war between the English and the

Dutch, in Europe, reached Surat in March 1653, when the
Dutch

(1) —Petition of the East-India Company to the Council of State, for protection for the
Crew of their Ship Eagle against being impressed, 3d October 1653, (East-India Papers in
the State Paper Office, No. 190). ’

(2)—Ordinance of the Council of State, to pay .£10,670 to the East-India Com-
pany, for Saltpetre, 28th January 1653-54. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office;
No. 191).

. 1
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Dutch factory formally declared war against England :—on this C\Efg-_} .
event, the President and Council sent an Agent to Delhi, to claim 1653-54.
the protection of the Mogul, against any violence which the

Dutch might attempt on the English factory and trade ; and to

explain how much the Imperial revenues would decrease, if any

attack should be made on the English factory, or any ol‘)-
struction given to their trade. This measure, however, did

not answer the expectations of the Presidency, for the Mogul

refused to interfere in the quarrels, or wars, between the Euro-

peans trading in his dominions ; and, therefore, they informed the

Court, that the trade at Surat was, in a great degree, suspend-

ed, and the coasting trade entirely at a stand, from the great

‘ _ _ : t.
number of Dutch cruisers which were hovering off the por Trade at $
rade at dSu-

) et of
Soon after the declaration of war by the Dutch, a fle Satd suspens
ed, on

eight of their large ships appeared off Swally; _but not c}'.oosmg "T’Bei'c‘},“‘gjegf
to make an attack on the English factory or shipping 1n the al lslwally.
river, which would have been held as an aggression by the
Mogul government, they set sail for the Persian Gulf.
Though the caution of the PDutch deterred them .fro :
ploying force against the English factory at S.urat, it did (;mt
prevent their sending Agents, to ofter large bribes to the Go-
vernors of Surat and Ahmedabad, to induce them to obs.truct
the English factors, in i)urcllasing cloths, and other articles,
for the investment. At Ahmedabad, they completely succeed-
ed; for the Governor detained all the Company’s saltpetre,

which had been collected for the shipping of the ensuing Se;‘Sl(lm.e
es

nm em-

VOL. 1. | 3 Q
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These events materially affected, both the stock of moncey,
and goods, which were at the disposal of the Presidency of
Surat, and obliged them to keep in store the investment
which they had provided for this season. This distress was also
heightened, by the impracticability of trade between Surat and
Pers1a, in which goods, cstimated at s£50,000, were de-
tained, it heing unsafe to ship them, on account of the large
Duatch flect which had complete possession of the seas, and
commanded equally the Malabar Coast, and the Persian
Gulf. @

The fleet which had appeared off Surat, soon after the
declaration of war i)y the Dutch against England, and which
had sailed for the Persian Gulf, captured the Company’s ships
Roebuck and Lanneret, off Jasques ; and soon afterwards the
Blessing, and drove the Supply on shore, where she was
totally lost. Severe as these losses were, the Agent and Council
at Gombroon considered them of less moment, than the effect
which this event would have in Persia, on the English character,
hitherto held by that people as eminently distinguished for
bravery ; a quality which had contributed, more than any other,
to obtain for them the Phirmaunds and grants, which have been
enumerated.

In this critical situation, recourse was had to negotiation,
through the Shahbunder, which happily was seconded, by
intelligence arriving of the victory which the English fleet had

obtained

(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 26th November
1053, and 18th January 1654-5.1.
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obtained, over that of Holland, off Portland :—this had raised C.HA:-&
the hopes of the Agents, who wrote to the Court, that they 1653-54.
e

trusted the oppressions which they had, for so many years‘, endur-
red from the Dutch, would be removed, and' that this peop%e
would be made ¢ to pay severely for the bloodie Ampoyna busi-
< pesse,” which, in fact, they said, had been the real cause

that had raised the Dutch power in India, to its present
a

height.

Every measure of precaution was taken, ’llnder such peri(;
lous circumstances, to preserve the Company s p;;pertyha;:o
rights. Orders had been sent to the Agent dt. bu?_sora ,re-
bring away the stock and goods from that facto.ry, Z: gng :p;)on,
hended, the Dutch would make an attack on 1t. t. :])m rl n,

ents had been made to the new Shahbunder, to induce 1.1m
f: E:Iake payment of the Company’s moiety of customs, of which

ds had heen recovered ; but the
n hundred and twenty Tomands i

seve .
Acents were in want of articles, for presents to the
ge

and nobles, without which nothing could be done. This

’ in Per-
report on the general state of the Company’s trade in Pe

i irectors
sia, concluded, by recommending to the Court of Dir ,

money, by fair competition,

ilk, with ready .
rather to purchase silk, v king contracts with the

i tice of ma
than to persevere in the prac . »
King and his nobles, which had, hitherto, been attended only

1)
with trouble and great expence.

3Q2 The

ters from Ispahan,
(1)—Letters from Gombroon, 4th April and 6th May 1653, and Lettevs

6th August 1653.
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The Agent and Council at Fort St. GEorcE were, in this
year, (1653-54) raised to the rank of a Presidency, a measure
calculated to enable them to act with greater effect, in en-
larging the Coromandel trade.

This Presidency represented to the Court, that satisfied of
the danger of sending cargoes from Madras, to Goa and to
Surat, by sea, they would willingly have complied with their
orders, and have sent thém over land to those ports ; but the
charges were so great, and the risks in the transit so many,
from the inland troubles in the country, that this plan was
impracticable ; and, therefore, they had, under such an emer-
gencey, laden Coast goods in a country vessel, and sent her
round to Goa, as the least hazardous expedient which they could
devise. :

The orders of the Court, to abridge the charges of Fort St.
George, had been complied with, as far as was consisfent
with security: but it would be unsafe to reduce the garrison
below its present standard ; though, to meet the wishes of the
Court for lessening expences, they had dissolved the factory
at Pettipolce, and reduced the number of their servants at
Verasheroon.  The investment provided, for this year, was
large, as well that proportion of it intended for Bantam, as that

proposcd to be sent to Europe. The money expended in pur-

; .uch : -' s to.
-chasing goods had exhausted the stock to such a degrec, a

i fre » expences

leave only a sum, scarcely suflicient to defray the exp l
. - . e . i S e

of the garrison : but the force of the Dutch was so consider ab

on the Coast, that they were doubtful of the expediency of
putting

£AST-INDIA COMPANY.

putting the goods on board the Company’s ships, when they
arrived ; more particularly as the Dutch had taken the Dove, a
'large'ship laden with cloves and finer spices, at Bantam', before
that Presidency had received intelligence of the war with Hol-
land. A new difficulty, also, had arisen, from an offer which the
Danes had made to deliver up the fort at Tranquebar to the
Dutch, on condition of paying their debts ; and this would put
another strong fortification on the C(ﬁét, into the hands of the
enemy, and add to their power, as well as to their influence,

over the Coromandel trade. |
The connexion between the trade of Madras and Bencar

had been preserved, though the sums which the factors in
the latter country had paid, to be exempted from duties and
customs, it was conceived, would counterbalance the profits from
this trade, and rather be a benefit to the private trade Qf the
Company’s servants, than to their investments. @)

The irregularity of the commugications between the Presi-
dency at Bantau and the Court is accqunted for, by the more
exposed situation of the trade and shipping at that port, and
from its nearer vicinity to the seat of the Dutch Government at
Batavia. As no intelligence had arrived, of the circumstances
under which the Company’s factory and trade at Bantam had

acted, since the season 1650-51, when they carried the halance
b4 .
of

(1)—Letters from Fort 8t. George to the Courl, 11th November 1653, and 12th
Japuary 1653-54.—= Letter from Bant‘o Fort 8t, George, 15th July 1653, Letter
a

from Surat to the Court, 18th Jaaguary 1653-54,
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C\Iﬁ\f’,‘_ﬂ' of the Second General Voyage, to the credit of the Fourth Joint
1653 -54. Stock, and drew bills on England, for the amount, at five shil-
lings and six-pence per rial of eight, we now discover, that du-
ring thisinterval, or up to the year 1653-54, they had strug-
gled to preserve their proportion of the trade, till the Dutch pro-
claimed war against England. This event checked them,
in the project of opening a trade with Cambodia, and had,
indeed, so intimidated t#8m from continuing the coasting trade,
from port to port, to obtain pepper or the finer spices, for the
Indian or Europe markets, that the trade af Bantam, at this

crisis, was, in fact, at a stand.(®

(1)—Letters from the Presidency of Bantam to Fort St. George, 15th July 1653, and
to the Court, 10th December 1653, and 10th January 1653-54
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1654-55.

. TmoucH the Protectorship of Cromwell had been esta-
blished in 1653-54, and though the war with the Dutch had

engrossed the public attention, and negotiations for peace had

been in progress, yet the treaty of Westminster was not ratified
by the Protector, till the 5th April 1654 ; references, there-
fore, to the actual state of the Government of England, must be
continued, that, from them, we may trace the source of the pro-
ceedings of the London East-India Company.  In this season,
it will be sufficient to mention, that the peace had been scarcely
d with a foreign nation and a commercial rival, when

which had induced the Usurper to call oft

conclude

the secret causes,

the attention of the force, by which had raised himselfto power,

began again to influence his conduct. By the Aet of Govern-
ment, under which he had been elevated to the Protectorate,

Cromwell solemnly agreed to make frequent appeals to a

Parliament : this condition obliged him, on the 3d September

1654, to SumMmon an assembly, under this name, which, not-

withstanding his intrigues to constitute it of members who

might be submissive to his will, e
foundations of his authority, resembling those which had overset
the monarchy »—taught, therefore, by experience, the conse-
cal speculations which might lead to

questions,

ntered into discussions on the

quences of indefinite politi
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CHAP. L questions, as dangerous to his assumed power, as they had
1654-55. been to the recognized rights of the Sovereign, Cromwell

found it necessary, on the 22d January 1654-55, to dissolve this

assembly.
Company pe- While the treaty with the Dutch was pending, the East-

tition Crom-
WC“, that 1 ) « . M . . .«
well, that India Company, presuming that their rights and privileges would

B ba » > \ M ~ . . .

m‘?g;n“g’e become the subjects of one or more wrticles 1t addressed the
cededt e . .

themn. ° Protector, in the hope that he would support the establishment

which they had, for so many years, maintained ; and, therefore,

submitted to his consideration, as he was endeavouring to

settle the national trade to India, that the town of Bassein, and

port of Bombay, on the Coast of India, and the town and

castle of Mosambique, on the Coust of Africa, would be the
most convenient stations for the trade and factories of the East-
India Company. V

It will be recollected, that, hefore the commencement of the

[reaty at
Westminster, . . . .
between . civil wars, and indeed, ever since the cvent of the massacre at
England apd . d b
Holland, Amboyna, petitions had been almost annually presented DY
the London East-India Company to the Crown, praying for the
redress of the grievances which they experienced from the
Dutch in the Kast-Indies. After the Monarchy was overset,
otec-

and while the Commonwealth was ahsorbing itself into a Pr
to the existing power,

torate, the Company, looking up
and, in

tions of the same description,
defray the
charges

repeated their applica

the preceding year, projected a subscription, to

Protector, relative to the settlement of

{1)—Address of the East-India Company to the t
Paper Office, No. 147).

the trade in Igdia, 1654. (East-India Papers in the State

‘BAST-INDIA COMPANY. 489

charges of a naval force, to be employed in the East-Indies, to CHAP. 1.

retaliate on the Dutch, the injuries which the Company had 1654-55.

suffered ; and it will also be remembered, that among the other

causes of the war, the refusal of the Dutch to grant redress for

these grievances, had been appealed to, by Cromwell, to con-

ciliate the public to the measure :—the petitions and com-

plaints of the Company had been favorably received by the

Protector and Council of State, and therefore, when the treaty

was concluded, on the 5th April 1654, articles were introduced,

expressly to redress the grievances of the English in the East-

Indies, and to a

Dutch East-India Companies.

By the 27th article, it was agreed, ¢ That the Lords, the Aricles in
this treaty

« States General of the United Provinces, shall take care, that ascertaining
the Compa-

pon those who were partakers or accomplices ny's rights
and compe-

f the English, at Amboyna, as the Republic stion for

. their losses.
eased to term that fact, provided any of them

scertain the respective rights of the English and

« justice be done u
¢ jn the massacre o
« of England is pl
¢ be living. ”’

By the 30th article, it was agreed, ¢ That four Com-
d, on both sides, at the time of ex-

¢ missioners shall be name
to meet here at London, on the

« changing the ratifications,
«« 18th of May next, according to the English style, who, at the
shall be instructed and authorised, as they are
presents, to examine and
in the year 1611, and

¢« same tume,
¢ instructed and authorised by these
« distinguish all those losses and injurys,
to the 18th of May 1652, according to the English

3R | ¢ style

« after,

VvOL. L
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165-1-55.

Proceedings
of the Com-
nmissioners
under this
Treaty, to as-
certain  the
claims of the
Loondon and

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLEL

style, as well in the Kast-Indics, as in Greenland, Muscovy,

€< ey rp . . ] : .

Brazil, or wherever clse either party complains of having
<<
“ s o

all those mmjurys  and  damages shall be exhibited to the
(X4 “: N . . . . i )

said  Commissioners o nominated, before the aforesaid
“ y M e . .

18th of May, with this restriction, that no new ones
¢ e § Y 1 . .

shall be admitted after that day. And if the said Com-

¢ 1ssl 'S . . . .
missioners do not agree about adjusting the said differences,

“ 50 particularly exhibited and cxpressed in writing, within the
“ space of three months, to be computed from the said 18th of
*“ May, in such case the said differences shall be submitted, as
‘““ they are by these presents submitted, to the judgment and
‘““ arbitration of the Protestant Swiss Cantons, who shall be
“ required, by the instrument already agreed on, to assume that
‘“ arbitration, in such case; and to delegate Commissioners of
““ like nature, for the same purpose, so instructed, that they
““ shall give judgment, within six months next following the
“ expiration of those three months; and whatsoever such
“ Commissioners, or the major part, shall determine, within
“ the six months, shall bind both parties, and be well and truly
¢« performed.”

That this treaty, and its consequences, as far as regarded
the London East-India Company, may be connected, as a pub-
lic transaction, with the measurcs of the Court of Directors
in this season, it may be proper to subjoin the proceed-

ings

(1)—Original Treaty of Peace, between England and Holland, dated at Westminster,
5th April 1654, preserved in the $tate Paper Office, Whitehall.

suffered them, from the other : and the particulars of

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

ings of the Commissioners constituted under the thirtieth
article of it. Eight Commissioners, four Datch and four
English, met in London, on the 30th August 1654, to decide
on the respective claims of the English and Dutch Companies,
for compensation for the damages, which each asserted they
had sustained :—the English Company stated the amount of
their damages, as established by a series of accounts, from the
year 1611 to the year 1652, at £2,695,999. 15s5.: to counter-
balance this statement, the Dutch brought forward accounts, in
which they estimated their damages, at an amount still greater,

or £2,919,861. 3s. 6d. After long deliberation, the Com-

issi ir ; in substance, that there
missioners pronounced their award ; ,

should be an oblivion, by both parties, . of past injuries and

osses i—that the Island of Polaroon should be restored to the

h :—that the Dutch Company should pay to the London
’ by two instalments;—and

1

Englis
Company the sum of £85,000,
farther, that the sum of #£3,615 should be paid to the heirs, or

of the sufferers at Amboyna, in 1622-23. These

executors, ]
paid by the Dutch East-India Company, conformably

sums were

to this award.
Though the oppressions of the London Company by the
el

in the East-Indies, during the last vears of the late

while the government which succeeded it, was
precluded the introduction of

Dutch,
reign, and
assuming successive aspects,
uestions by the separate traders, leading to discussions which
! 3R2 might

glish and Dutch Commissioners for regulating the East-India

— f the En . .
(l) Award of 11¢ (Printed in the Collection of Treaties, publishcd

I (] [ t ndo u st 4.
" lad y da ed a LO d 11, A gu 165 5
.1 ) 732 VO‘ 1”1\‘ pag 9)- rlv ] ! S Pn’ P ;) ol, 11, l)age 5('

n 5] . . (] 4 m— hul oe's (ate ipers; v 1 1 )
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CHAP. 1.
N,

1654-55.
Dutch East-
India Com-
panies.

Their award,

The Adven-
turers in the
United Joint
Stock, join-
ed with the
Assada Mer-
chants, peti-
tion theCoun-
cil of State,
that the trade
to the Lax-
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CHAP. I: might have affected the Charter or privileges of the Company,
1654-5§. the preceding award, which finally settled the opposition, be-
f,‘.‘,"(‘;i,ffli"l,,‘,' tween a foreign rival and the Loundon Company, was no
lé);n;;n;,pen sooner pronounced, than a new opposition arose, calculated,
?}3:.}';;1’%:25; from the general impression of extending the trade of the realm,
f:lsdos\;:lr;) }s):t:;k to attract the notice of the Protector, and of the Council of
State.
This opposition did not arise from either disconnected
Private Traders, or lesser Associations of them; but from that
class of Adventurers of the United Joint Stock, which had
formerly been parties in the Union between the East-India Com-
pany and the Assada Merchants, in 1649, who, by petitions to
the Council of State, dated the 2lst September and 14th No-
vember 1654, prayed, that the East-India trade might, in
future, be carried on by a Company, but with liberty for the
members of such Company, individually, to employ their own
stocks, servants, and shipping, in such way, as they might
conceive most to their own advantage.
Answer cf The East-India Company were necessarily alarmed at an

the East-In-
dia Company zpplication which, they foresaw, must bring their Charter and

:ﬁmfh" o privileges into discussion, by the Council of State, and, therefore,
presented a petition to the Protector, stating, that as the time
of their present Joint Stock was nearly expired, it had been
found expedient to call a general meeting of the Proprictors
(who signed the petition) who gave it as their unanimous opinion,
founded on the expericnce of forty years, and on the reasons
which had been offered to the late Parliament, viz. the com-

petitions,
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petitions with the Portuguese and Dutch ;—the experience.of I(EL;
the failure of distinct voyages, which had proved the necessity 1054-5 |
of a Joint Stock ;—the expences of the equipment, which
Courten’s experiment had shewn could only be supported by a
Joint Stock ;—the Company’s factories being situated in the
dominions of not less than fourteen different sovereigns ;—and,
above all, the engagements which the Compan.y were. unde.r to
the native powers, to make good any losses V\Thlch their subjects
might sustain, from the depredations of Englishmen, not unfier
the control of the Company, that the only method of carrying
on the trade, for the benefit and honor of the country, would
be, by a Joint Stock : and, therefore, prz-.tyed.the Protector,' t%lat’
as they had been discouraged from entering Into a Subscription,

fliciently large to accomplish so desirable an object, for want
" support, he would be pleased to renew their

f His Highness’s
((;harter \gvith such additional privileges as had been found
b4

necessary, to enable them to carry <.)n the tra(.ie , that priv.ate
persons should be prohibited from sending o-ut shipping to‘Indla;
and that they might be assisted in recovering and resettling the
Spice Islands; when, they did not doubt, they should be ab'le,
ngt only to procure a large Subscription at present, but establish

the East-India trade on a permanent and secure basis, for the
e -

future.

In reply to this petition, the Merchant Adventurers to the Reply of he
n

Merchant

to the Come
by Joint Stocks, had not been so profitable to the pany’san-

| East-Indies stated, that the East-India trade, as managed, for Adventurers
East-

forty yearS, dh b SWer.
subscribers or the country, as separate voyages would have been,

and
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CHAP. L and adduced, as examples, the manner in which the Turkey,

1654-55. Muscovy, and Bastlawd trades were carried on, under tree
Companies, and that all the rights and privileges of the Com-
pany, in India, had heen purchased by the New Adventurers,
as appearcd by the articles of agreement dated the 21st Novem-
ber 1649, between Mr, Cockayne and Mr. Methwold, on the
part of the then United Joint Stock and Company, and Mr.
Maarice Thomson and My, Moyer, on behalf of the New
Adventurers, who, in consequence, became possessed of  an
cqual right to the trade of India, as the Company, and were now
fitting out fourteen ships for that trade.

. . g . .
e Poriguons Fhe Council of State, by an order of the 2d November 1654,
AN l'(.'P s . L
rci]en‘cd(‘to a rveferred these different claims to a Committee, who reported, that
Scelect Come
:(*i“ce of :th they had attentively considered the petitions and allegations of both
LO0NtIcit o v

S, who parties, and found that the trade to the East-Indies was of much

rewntted  the

guuject to the consequenc PN ey . . . . ed on thC
consideration (uence to the country; that every thing depend

‘(,.’l,lfi;f“““’j}" proper management thereof'; and that the reasons alleged by each

State. party were so strong, that they deserved the most serious con-
sideration ; that the Committee did not think fit to offer their
decided opinion, on a subject of so much importance, and,
therefore, remitted the whole matter to the consideration of the

Council of State, for their judginent and decision.

The

(1) —Original Representation by the Adventurers in the East-India Trade to the

Council of State, 21st Scptember 1654.—— Petition of the East-India Adventurers to the
Council of State, 14th November 1654.—— Original Petitions of the Governor and
principal East-Tndia Proprietors, on behalf of the East-India Company, to the Council of

State, November 1654, —~— Answer of the East-India Adventurers to the Petition of the
East-
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The apprchensions of the Company, that the issue of their CHAP. I

applications to the Protector and to the Council of State would 1654-53.

: . . The C a=

be ineffectual, may be judged of, from the terms of their instruc- ny send o~
ders to all

tions to their foreign Presidencies and Factories, to reduce the their foreign
Settlements

charges to the lowest scale, and rather to wind up, than to to reduce
their esta-

extend, their concerns :—in particular, they ordered the President blishments.
and Council at Fort St. George to reduce their civil establish-
ment to two factors, and the garrison, to a guard of ten soldiers
only; and the factory at Masulipatam to have one factor only ;
and so strong was the impression of the Company, of the urgency
of such reductions, that they dispatched a vessel on purpose, on
which were embarked two Commissioners, with authority to

carry these orders into immediate execution. ()

The expectations of the Merchant Adventurers, on the . pe.

3 . chant Ad-
contrary, were so general, that the Protector and Council of geppurers 1
1 1 3 .. out ships for

State would enter into their views, that they presented a petition, 1udia, B
. : . . . petition the

stating that the time for the United Stock being expired, the council of
State for li-

East-India trade would be lost to the nation ; to prevent which, berty{m exe
port foreign

they had fitted out several ships, with cargoes of the manufac- Laition.
tures and produce of the country, but had experienced much dif-
ficulty in procuring foreign bullion; and, therefore, prayed, they

might be allowed to export what they had already collected, frec;
‘ 0

East-India Company, 5th December 1654,—— Report of the Committee of the Council
of State, to whom the Petitions of the East-India Company and the Adventurers were
referred 10th January 1654-55. (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, Nos. 188,

189, 190, 191, 192, 193, 194.)

(1)—Letter from the Court to the President and Council at Fort St. George, 31st

Jaauary 1654, (vol.iii, No. 245).
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CHAP. 1. o N .
16\ - 55, of customs, and that the same liberties and privileges might be
-55. allowed to them, as had, in times past, been granted to

Expedients
used by the
Presidency of
Surat to ob-
tain small in-
vestments,
and presetve
the Compa-
ny’s rights.

others.

The Company’s Presidencics and Factories, from their great
distance from England, were unprepared for the changes which
had taken place, cither by the Treaty of Westminster, with the
Dutch, or by the rise of the Merchant Adventurers, soliciting
an alteration in the East-India trade; or what was equivalent,
the substitution of themselves, as a new species of India Com-
pany, originating in a sort of purchase of the factories and sta-
tions of the London Company, in 1649.

In this scason, it is an interesting branch of the Annals of
the London Company, to trace the proceedings of the different
Presidencies and Factories abroad, at a time when, at best, they
had to act on the defensive, against the Dutch, and to preserve
the Company’s scttlements from being seized on, by the native
powers ; and, at the same time, to struggle against the dregs
of Courten’s Interlopers, reduced, indeed, in credit, but from
that cause, under stronger temptations to commit depredations on
the country shipping, and again expose the Company’s property

and servants to seizure and imprisonment.

Though

to the Protector and

(1)—Detition of the Adventurers, or East-India Merchants,
February 1654-55.

Council of State, for liberty to export foreign Bullion, Custom free,

(Fast-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 196).
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Though the Presidency of Surat had b CHAP. I
oug e Presidency URAT had been refused the

continued, in the year 1654-55, again to solicit it, on the prin-
ciple, that, by marking their reliance on the government, they
would induce this Sovereign to allow the privileges granted by
himself, and his ancestors, to remain undisturbed ; and reported,
that they had purchased an investment of indigo at Agra, and

obtained a proportion of saltpetre, both from this Agency and

from the Decan, but had gone no farther in their purchases,

than what the sale of the broad-cloths would pay ;—that they

would withdraw those stations, as soon as they could do so with
safety to the Company’s general privileges ;— that they had
dissolved the factory at Scindy, and, by the vessel which had
brought off the factors, had unexpectedly received a quantity of
which would go into the Europe investment ;—that

d make every exertion to support the Factory at Gom-
claim to the moiety of the

cloves,

they woul
broon, to keep up the Company’s
customs, and preserve the stores at that place; but that, in this
year, they from the licentious
character of the crews of their own ships,
and from whom the risk

had experienced a new danger,
among whom it had

been difficult to preserve subordination,
bf the ship and cargo was almost as great, as from the enemy.
At the close of this season, the intelligence of. peace with

the Dutch reached India, and it was hoped by the Presidency of
Surat, that this information would stop the hostilities of their
opponent ; but as they were ignorant of the conditions, and

of the reparation expected for ipjuries, they

much more so,
' 3S would

voL. I.

. protection of the Mogul, against any violence of the Dutch, they 1654-55.
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1654-55.

The Persian
trade sug-
pended, from
the naviga-
tion between
Gombroon
and Surat
being imnpe-
ded by the
Dutch.
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would follow the orders of the Court, to promote the sales of
goods in store, and limit their investments to their actual means,
till they should learn the real situation of the Compan)"s
privileges in England. o
The superiority of the Dutch, in shipping and in funds
which, in 1653-54, had thrown the greatest part of the trade of
Pgersta in their favor, continued, in 1654-55, to give them a
decided preponderance. As yet, the English Agents were
unacquainted with the treaty of peace, between England
and Holland, and of the award of the Commissioners, for a
compensation to the London Company for the injuries which,
for so many years, they had suffered from the Datch; they
were also cut off from communications, by sea, with the
Presidency of Surat, and, like it, compelled to keep the Per-
sian produce, which they had provided for the investment, in
store ; afraid, if they should venture to send it by the
Company’s ships, (of which four had been taken or lost in
the preceding season), or by country ships, that they might be
captured by the enemy : the trade at Gombroon, therefore, was

at astand, and the sales, either of Indian or Europe produce, had

become unproductive. At Ispahan, though the Agents had the
command of considerable funds, the revolutions in the govern-
ment had rendered applications to the King, or nobles, unavail-
ing ;—hence, with the Dutch fleet, on the one hand, shutting up

the navigation of the Gulf, and the convulsions in the country,
on

(1)—Letter#from the President and Council of Surat to the Coart, dated 13th May,
and 13th November 1654, and 15th March 1654-535. '

.
»
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. on the other, obstructing equally the sales of Europe goods and (\‘Ez\&/PJ.

the purchases of Persian produce, trade was so much at a stand, 1654-55.

that.the Agents were almost reduced to the necessity of sending
the silks which they had purchased, to Aleppo, and thence, by

the Mediterranean, to England.

The embarrassments at Forr St. GEORGE, from the pre-
dominant naval power of the Dutch, not only on the Coromandel

Coast, but in the seas between Madras and Bantam, and in
those between Madras and Bengal, had continued, which left it
only in the power of the Presidency of Fort St. George to effect
very limited sales of Europe produce. The armies of the Kings

of Golcondah and Visiapore were in the field, and laying waste

| the Carnatic, which had obstructed the purchase of Coast goods.

The Nabob, also, had thrown off his allegiance on the

King of ‘Golcondah, and involved the provinces,

of the Fort, inall the calamities of a civil war.

relations between
the superio
be necessary
keep open this navigation,
Bantam, and to the chiefs in the cou
factories had been.fixed; for, however I

presents might appear, ex

annually making
352

. (1)=~—General Letters from the Agent at Gombroon ‘to the Court,

from the Agent at Ispahan, 8th September 1654,

perience had proved the impor
them : —the telescope which the Company

in the vicinity

The commercial .

Madras and Bantam had been obstructed by
r naval force of the Dutch, to remedy which, it would

to send stout armed vessels from Engl
and suitable presents to the King of
ntries in which subordinate
inconsiderable those

and, able to

tance of
had

sent

gth April 1654, and

»

The trade at
Fort St,
George at a
stand, from
the inland
wars, and the
superior force
of the Dutch.

\\
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CHAP. I, i -
sent to the King of Maceass

i ar, and the fire-arms to the King of
1654-55. Bantun, had conciliated th

eir favor, and with respect to these
markets, English cloths, of a fine kind and bright colours, must
be sent, to Counteract the influence which the value and rich-

ness of the Dutch cargoes had created.

Measures for The arrac . . .
reviving e ewbarrassments under which the President and Council

wedeat Ban- of BaNTAM had been placed by the Dutch fleet, were not re-
moved, even after they received inte]
concluded in Europe,
While the war subsiste
Coast and Bantam, w

ligence of peace having been
between England and the States General.
d, the exchanges, between the Coromandel
ere interrupted ; and therefore the recipro-
cal support from the profits of those exchanges cut off: as soon,
however, ag the intelligence of the peace was received, the
Y at Bantam purchased o Junk, which they sent

to Maccassar, loaded with Surat and Coast cloths, to be
exchanged for cloves,

the Europe investment ;
the countries Producing

a great degree,
rendered the

Presidenc

mace, and pepper, to be in readiness for
but the civil wars, hetween the chiefs in
cither the finer spices or pepper, had, in
obstructed exchanges and purchases, and
Investments for Europe less than intended :
ality, besides, among the Company’s servants at
to those difficulties, from not having factors

- charge of their distant and unconnected inter-
course with the native merchants @

the great mort
Banta.m, added
qualified to take

(1)~—Letter from the Pr

esident and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 18th
September 1654,

€2)~Letter from the Preside

on nt and Council of Bantam to the Court, gth December

L)
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1655-56.

le of the situation CHAP. I

. memorable examp
year furnishes a ent had been sub- 1655-56.

Tais

. . : lar governm - .
in which the regu : Poliical si-
of a country., ding to give greater liberty and hap- tuanlolrlld of
rted by factions, pretending England.
ve

and of the success of these factions, reducing

. le; . . ;
piness to a peopie; nts of one ambitious chief :—this

ive instrume

be the passive Ins .

them 5 fi isll:es a not less memorable example of the pre
ear also furn

i e by.which such power is held ; for Cromwell .was
carions ¥R yt a foreign enemy, against whom he might
obliged to ﬁn(? ‘;“rce that its attention might be diverted, both
direct the public fo d,from the exercise of his authority. |
from the SOul‘CCS’.ththe Dutch terminated by the Treaty of Treaty with
The war Wi

France',' and
4 d. in this year, Cromwell declared probability of
1654, and, . :
’He divided the English naval force into

war with
Spain.
one of which, under Admiral Blake,
t-In-
the Mediterranean, and the other to tht.a Wes :
O who captured Jamaica. The

rminated by a treaty, in
th the Dutch, the

y

Westminster, in
war against Spair
two great squadrons,
t
roceeded .
; ander Admiral Penn,
war with France was also te

which, and by the peace W1 . ch,
no longer required, either in

dies,

irregular

b

tober 1655, by

o s of the English fleet were

1 North Sea, an o

nnel, or in the cloreready tohe
T 1 more bri

from whon e

service d therefOre l‘e'ddy to be em-

the Cha
Ployed a

gainst an €nemy;
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CHTAP. 1. i .
N might engage the public attention y -
, and greater resources be

(‘"'-"_,’ . .
1635 -56. found for the government.
T
( < . .
hough these expectations were fulfilled, they could not
prevent domestic ¢ SRR . )
onsprracies in a nation, which, though for

a time delude T .
deluded, was disposed to return to its ancient govern-

vernnment - ) .
and  laws :—these conspiracies, however, cnabled .

Cromwe g ili
1} cll to perfect the military system which succeeded the
anarchy ; for * close of thi I
n: 1y 5 tor; at the close of this year, he divided the kingdom
lnt() Moeve H 1. M M
: cleven military districts, cach commanded by a Major
reneral, from whom there
, m there lay no appeal, except to the Protector

himself,

The Council U .
: nder such oy .
of State pimt- such a government, the London East-India

ponetbeivde. Comp: :
pone their e mpany had to struggle for their Charter and privileges,

l)C[itiOns t llr"llll y l
h L ! PI”:) o \‘ ﬂllt A(l ven 'ul (4 »"’ W ll()lll’ ’ l) .

z;:;lnlthzj\vl&t S(::‘lsnn, we left offering applications to the Protector, who

turers, referred the business to o Committee of the Council of State,
by whom it was returned to the whole Council, as a subject of
such national importance, as to be fitted only for their decision,
and that of the Protector. ‘

The Council of State kept the subject before them, during
tl.m whole of this ycar, without coming to a positive decision,
cither to divest the London Company of their privileges of
trade, or to constitute the Merchant Adventurers a free VCOm-
pany, on their clam of having purchased the factories of the
L(Tndon Company, in 1649, or their less defined pretensions, of
bcnfg able to extend the commerce of England to the East-
[ndies, more profitably by separate voyages, than by Joint Stocks.

The

nounce

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

State, independently of the magnitude o

The Council of
se two parties, were necessarily

the subject at issue hetween the
postpone their decision, by the Proprietors of the several
of the London East-India Company presenting different
arate rights, not only to the Island of
as to be restored to the

led to
stocks
petitions, stating their sep
Polaroon, which, it had been agreed, w

English, but to the £85,000, which the Dutch were to pay as

a compensation for injuries.

The surviving Proprietors,
s of the Third Joint Stock of the London Kast-

resented a petition, in May 1655, to the
Protector, stating, that the Dutch having agreed, by treaty,

e the Island of Polaroon, and to pay £85,000 for
ned by the English in the Indies, and that the

and the heirs of the deceased

Proprietor
India Company, P

to restor
damages sustai
Adventurers in the Unite

the East-India Company claimed t
one-third part of the money, th

he right to the Island of Po-
laroon, and to ¢ whole of which,
a ’

and the right to the Isla
y of the Third Joint Stoc

propert
,000 should be placed in s

that the £83

till the decision of the res

d, and that, in the mecantime,

aid Island should belong.

on the 23d May
£

afe and responsible hands,

s, to whom the s
s referred by Cromwell,
a Committee of the Council 0

His Highnes
This petition wa
to the consideration of

1655, . o -
State, who, on the same day, reported as their opinion, tha
a ) 3 ) v .
PN e vk ‘(nt:r\\'\‘;
all the matters in dispute, between the Proprictors 0 the several
. Stocks

d Stock and the Fourth Joint Stock of

nd, they conceived to be the exclusive
k, they prayed His Highness

pective claims thereon should be pro-
it might be declared by

503

f CHAP. L
NI

1655-56.

The Proprie-
tors of the
Third and
Fourth Joint
Stocks, and
of the United
Stock, peti-
tion the Pro-
tector and the
Council of
State, each
claiming ihe
exclusive
right to the
Island of Pa-
laroon, and to
the £85,000
obtained from
the Dutch,

The petition
referred by
the Council
of State to
Arbitrators,
and the
money vested
1 Trastees,
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CHAP. 1. Stock . )
1655-56 Zf?ks .O F the EﬂSt-Indm Company, should be submitted to the
09-56. arbitration of Dr. Walker, Dr. Turner, Dr. Exton, Alderman

till a decision Th
of the respec- ) .
fthe respec- Lhomson, and Mr. Kendal; and that the £85,000, paid by

tive claims

shauld be the Dutc ; i
o maeed. ) h, should, in the meantime, he deposited in the hands

of Sir .
- I Thomas Vyner and Alderman Riccard,
e JProtec- n N .
tor proposcs msequence of the report of this Committee, the

to the Com- 285,000 w: ] .
pany to bor- 000 was deposited in the hands of Sir Thomas Vyner and

yow the Alder :
. mat card - . .
£'85,000, 1 Riccard 5 but Cromwell, having occasion for money,

wha agree to {1y i
{;:22’2%:; to g:: Ithc. ex‘agcncic.s of _the State, made an application to the
- -hl(:jhzt(,:;i?sp::x;li :aal;::;m; )the whole sum ; v;.v},;c}: proves,
in theic cor » acknowledged the East-India Company,
though 1:)3')::&@ icapamy’ and with their privileges of trade,
turers, in th(;;,-gw. rfg encouragement to the Merchant Adven-
L _ projects. The East-India Company, in their
::Stz:fdg;b IP l”O?Osal, stated, that their losses from the Dutch
. , In amount, the sum which had been allowed as
a compensation ; that the Stocks, among which this £85,000
was to be distributed, were above #£50,000 in debt, and that
many of the Proprietors were in distressed circumstances ; but
that ‘thc Company, willing to testify their gratitude to Cromwell
for his protection, consented to lend him 250,000 of this sum,
on having an agreement, under the Great Seal, that it should

be renaid in eiohte .
repaid in eighteen months, by equal instalments ; and requested
that

{(1)—Original Petition of the Proprietors of the Third Joint Stock of the East-India
Company to the Protector, and original reference of the same (signed by Secretary
Thurloe), dated 23d May 1655, to a Committee of the Council of State, and Report
(eopy) of that Committee thereon, dated the same day. (East-India Papers in the State
Paper Office, No. 108,

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

that the remaining s£35,000 might be directly assigned to the
East-India Company, to enable them to defray their most
pressing debts, and to make a dividend among the Proprietors. ¢
Such were the public transactions of the London Hast-
with Cromwell and the Council of State; and
¢ them with the measures which they adopted,
under their Charter and privileges,

ntain their rights, or to wind up

India Company,
we have to connec
«till acting as a Company,
and prepared either to mai
their affairs, should they be overpowered, by a preference being

to the Merchant Adventurers.

given
etters of the Court to the Presidents and Councils

In the
of Surat and
with such goods,
disposed of in the h
saltpetre, from both
¢ the probable demands

Fort St. George, they desired to be furnished
of the finest kind, as could most readily he
ome market, and a large proportion of
stations, that they- might be enabled to
of the State, for that necessary

mee
article; but, at the same time, instructed them to call in their
debts, and realize their funds, and send them home, in invest-

ceding description, that their business might be
se funds be divided among the Proprietors
might be the event of their own, or

to the Council of State,

ments of the pre
wound up, and tho
of the Stocks ; whatever
the application of their opponents,
respecting East-India Affairs. (“’:r

3

mpany to the proposal of t
Vyner and Alderman R

No. 200.)

Such

VOL’ l'
he Protector, to borfow

{1)—Answer of the East-India Co
¢the £85,000, in the hands of Sir Thomas iccard, tgth July 1657
(East-India Papers in the State Paper Office,

the Court to the Prosidencies of Surat and Fort St. Gearge, 24tb

(2)~—Letters of

Avgust 1655,

505
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Company
order their
foreign Set-
tlements to
call in all
debts, and
vest the
amount i
fine goods
and galipetre.
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(1)—Letter from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 24th

September 1035,



TheProtector
acknowledg -
ed the rights
of the Com-

gave commi-
sious to the

Adventurers,

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

At . *
the close of this scason, the Company presented a peti-

1655-56. tion .
to the Protector, praying for licence to export foreign.

Pulhon, to the amount of 15,000, free of customs, as they
intended to send out three ships to India, for the . of

bringing home their estates.® ’ purpose
standl;r(:mtlthe.pre?edif]g evidence it is established, that, notwith-
Lo § . 1e applications of the Merchant Adventurers, the
. m?on Company still preserved their Charter and privileges ;
ut 1t appears also, that Cromwell gave a commission to the
Mcrchfn?t Adventurers, (whohadsubscribed the sum of £46,400,)
authorizing them to fit out ships, and appoint officers and ;upe;-
:l‘:sg: (ls\:l(:e:d:hv, b llfldcr the management of a Committee of
sisting of tl N eI‘S.. This Committee sent out a small fleet, con-
Coastg of Aﬁfc:h:p Ho{mﬁd’ on a trading speculation to the
» to obtain gold and ivory, and then to proceed

to Raj: . .
jahpore; the Benjamin, to Surat, there to open a trade,

d
and then proceed to the Coromandel Const; and the William,’

to Surat di .
direct, to obtain Surat cloths, and a large proportion
of refined saltpetre.
T]l( 18 M .
5 : 1; this equipment might act in concert, Mr. Henry
ornefor : .
e 'was appointed chief supercargo, with assistants,
Th aprain Bayley, of the William, was to act under him.
e X
‘ rty were first to proceed to Surat, and thence to the other
0 t— 3 e .
ports :—the supercargo was to reccive £10 per cent. com-
mission

i ‘—'P . ’ .
" (D )—Petition of the East-India Company to the Protector, for licence to export bullion,
h December 1655,  (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No, 202).

. this season,

EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 509

mission, and to have a proportion of the dividend, on his CHAP. L
return.() 1655-56.
“When intelligence of these mixed aspects of Indian affairs These mixed
events pro-

it was concluded, that Cromwell ducean
opinion in

in England reached Holland,
Hbolland,

had dissolved the London East-India Company, when, in fact, Holland,
af the LoD~

ir privi : i ant East-Indi

ed their privileges, by allowing the Merchant East p:n;;’ ad

he had only invad
and to trade ta the countries within bgen dissolv-
€d.

Adventurers to fit out ships,
their limits, without being liable to interruption, either by the

Court of Directors at home, or opposition from the Presidencies -
abroad ;—and this alarm in Holland b

Dutch concluded the exertions of Cromwe
power of their East-India Companies.)

ecame so general, that the
I would be direct-

ed to subvert the

ncies had received, The number
of the Come

The intelligence which the foreign Preside
pany’s ser-

of the critical situation in which the privileges of
vants reduf:ed
aced, 1n England, not only from the award ¥ the foreign
settlements,
avl 3 d asum, ascompe 1 and the Court
aving adjudge ) mpensation, 20 400
: an account of
h the Company had sustained, but et o
I India, to the
Merchant Adventurers, leading (i o6-

the Company were pl
of the Commissioners h
inadequate to the losses whic
m the pretensions of the

fro
. . . o 2 : : mation of
to an infringement on their pnvxleges, accompamed,wnth g€~ (heir ser-
vants, who

Court, to reduce the number of ;3 retorned

peral instructions from the
to England,

their

s from the Committee of Adventurers in the ships Hopeful, Benjamin,
St. George, 13th November 1655, (MSS.

d Instructions to Mr, Borneford

(1)~Instraction
and William, for the voyage to Surat and Fort
in the Indian Register Office, vol. xxvii). Commission an
and Captain Bayley, 25th March 1650.

(2)—-Thurloe’s State Papers, vol. iii, page 80-
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t‘lvir servants at their different Presidencies and Factories, to
recover their debts by every possible means, and to vest the
limited stock sent to thew, in articles of a finer description,
led them to conclude, that the Company counsidered their
privileges  to be in  danger, and that nothing remained,
under all circumstances, but to wind up their aftairs, and give
way to the wild speculations of the Merchant Adventurers,
which the Protector was encouraging.

In compliunce with the orders of the Court, the President
and Council of Svrar stated, that the different establishments
had been redaced in number, and the supernumerarics pCl’mitted
to return in the ships of the season, to Europe; and to the most
intelligent of those servants, they referred the Company tor
information  of the actual state of their affairs, conceiving
it more safe, that  information should be derived  from  this
channel, than to hazard reports in writing, which might fall
into the hands of their opponents, -and farnish them with mate-
vials favorable to their insidious projects.

This caution accounts for a deficiency of information, re-
garding the whole of the Company’s scttlements and factories
in the East-Indics, during this scason; a circumstance which is
more remarkable, when it is contrasted, cither avith the full
details in the former, or those which will appear in the subse-
quent  years:—it can, therefore, only be collected from the
letters of the President and Council of Surat to the Court,
(hat the reduction of the factors, at that establishment, had

obliged them to withdraw the Ageney from Brodera ;—t hat
they

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

they had procured some supplies of silk from Persia, and of CHAP. L
cloths from Scindy ; —~tbat they had withdrawn the factory from 1655-56.

Agra, but had collected as much Surat and Coast cloths, and

indigo, as their means would afford ; and, by sendinga vessel to

Mocha, ohtained produce from that gquarter, to make up the

best possible investment for the Europe sales, that they might
e of the imports of the

contrast, in the public opinion, the valu
with whose inter-

Company with those of the Private Traders,

ferences in the Indian markets, this year, they had been severely

pressed.®”

If such was the situation of the Presidency of Surat,
rvanis of the Company, at

it 1s
a fair inference, as the reduced se
the other settlements, were permitted to return to Lurope, that
the information they gave to the Court, must have been analogous,

and equally discouraging in its substance.

: : " -tober 16335
(1) —Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 20th O¢

and 19th January 1055-56.
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War with
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alliance with
France.
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1656-57.

TrouaH, at the close of the preceding season, the Govern-
ment of Cromwell had assumed a military aspect, as best
ca.lculated to prevent conspiracies against his authority, even
this strong measure, he found, could subsist for a short time
onl.y, unless sanctioned by a Parliament, the assembly, in
which, on all occasions, the English nation had bheen habituated
to place their confidence ;—in September 1656, therefore, he
-summoncd a Parliament, but selected the members who composed
it from his immediate adherents, and, in April 1657, this Assem-
bly made him an offer of that Crown, of which the factions had
fleprivcd Charles I. It was, thus, proposed, that England, after
it had gone through the temporary forms of a Commonwealth,
and of a Protectorate, was to submit to an Usurper of the Crown ;
but the strong mind of Cromwell was satisfied, that the object
of all his ambition would be dangerous in possession, from the
g.enerul feelings of the English nation, which were now begin-
ning to turn in favor of the exiled Monarch.

It became obvious, that war with a continental power
could., alone, diw:ert the attention of the English nation from
examining the sources of Cromwell’s authority, and, therefore,

the be .
1e better to ensure success in the war against Spain, he entered
the

into a treaty, offensive . .
y: ensive and defensive, with France, on
13th

FAST-INDIA COMPANY.
II. formed

13th March 1656-57, at the time when Charles
these

a treaty with Spain, which recognized his rights: by
own power with the ap-

; while Charles

z‘xt this time at

transactions, Cromwell connected his
parent interest of the English nation, in the war
IL became, by treaty, connected with Spain,
war with England.

We have, thercfore, as in the preceding s
dering the situation of the English Government, and the ab-
solute power with which Cromwell was vested) to trace the
measures of the London Company, for preserving their privi-
leges, and also the expedients of the Adventurers, who had

endeavoured to undermine them.

The London East-India Company,
Adventurers, had submitted their respectiv
tector, and to the Council of State; but such was the difficulty
of deciding on them, that the Company were allowed to proceed
with their equipments, while the Adventurers obtained a com-
mission, authorizing them to fit out ships, and appoint supercar-
goes to direct them, and to open a trade in the countries within
the Company’s limits. At the opening of the season, therefore,

it was undecided, whether the East-India irafle was to be
y, on a Joint Stock ; or whe-

blished, the members of

eason, (consi-

and the Merchant

e claims to the Pro-

conducted by a privileged Compan
to be esta

ther a new Company was
which, like those of the Levant or Muscovy Companies, were
to be permitted to trade, each upon his own capital.

The

3 U

voL., L
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The Compa-
ny and the
Merchant
Adventurers
allowed to
proceed with
their respece
tive equip-
meunts.
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1656-57. and presented a petition, | .
pmt(imr, ;:lle:vi(:xtmn, in their corporate apacity, to the
od thee ships l:l‘ld'cs’.("fpm' t -1‘315,000 in bullion, and dispatch-
Kind of In(“u,(,. " lllStt‘ﬂCtl()I.lS to vest this amount in the finest

Company pes In Oct }bg s, and, meu}ar]y, refined saltpetre.

ober, the Company presented a second petition to

fition the
Protéctor for thC P !
rotector, stati
, stating that they had been at great expences for
3 o't - *Cs,

cotfirmation
oftheir Chavs man .
ter by Act of ¢ y yc‘u‘sa n purchas' .
e 1n r lu 9 .
Larlinent 1 : g Pr“l(ges und erect i y
i various parts of ) ecting factories
s parts of the Eas : ’
sast-Indies ;—tl ;
\ . s s—that the time of ;
Stock beine cxul ; . time of the United
€2 )
. g expired, and many ships havi .
viduals, under lic ps having been scnt by indi-
et 1o i gl cences, the interferences of which had the
: raise the pri . .
per cent., and t ll“lce of Indian produce, from forty to fifty
.y an O 2 .
an cqual ower the price of English manufactures, in
qual  proporti . ’
be pleas (: tl rtion, they prayed, that the Protector would
NLSC 0 rene .
confirmed by A mew  their Charter, and that it might be
'd by Act of Parli : :
¢ i hee >f Parliament, with such additional privileges
S en found nccessary to carry on the trade
is petition This . , &
118 pe p .
petition, by a reference, signed with the Protector’

referred to

the Council  hand .

of S, by , and dated the 20th October 1656, was submitt d to tl
by s submitte

Whom consideration of the Council of State (1)’ o the

Select Com- T} “
: e i .
- Protect Courftil of State, in obedience to the reference of the
cctor ade ¢ -
, made an order, dated the 3d November 1656, refer
, -

ring the petiti : .
£ petition of the East-India Company to a Sclect Com-

s oWl

mittee

(1)—Petition of th .
¢ East-India Company to the Protector, for renewal of their Char-

ter, and original Refs
; erence 1o the Council of S
tate, dated 20th Oct j
ober 1056, (East-ivdia

Papers in the State Paper Otlice, No. 207.)

¢
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mittee of their number, consisting of Colonel Jones, Lord CHAP. I
Lisle, Lord Commissioner Fyennes, the Earl of Mulgrave, lm.
Lord Strickland, Colonel Sydenham, and
d, who were directed to take the
_peruse the Charters of the
pinion to the Council,

Sjr Charles Wolseley,
the Lord Deputy of Irelan

to their consideration, to
pany, and to report their 0
he East-India trade might be best managed,
nd its own encouragement ;”'—the par-
s entrnsted to Colonel Jones. ®

e Company might not meet with

y separate petitions from the subscribers to
Stock and the United Joint Stock, the Court
quent meetings, for the purpose of adjust-
¢ respective claims of these stock-holders, without, how-
g able to come to any positive decision on th

ffect of preventing any appli-

etings had the €
e to the Councit of State, which might have

the East-India trade. @

e Council of State, to whom the Reportof this
Sc'lect Com-

papy Was referred, mittee, again

reported, :
referring the
they had carefully con- 3t the
whole Coun-

cil of State.

subject in
East-India Com
<« in what manner t

¢ for the public good a

ticular care of this business wa

That the applications of th

interruption, b
the Fourth Joint
of Directors held fre

ing th
e subject;

ever, bein
but these me
cations being mad
rded its decision on

The Committee of th

petition of the East-India Com
that

on the 18th December 1656,
sidered the petition of the East-India Company; and that
p this important

they might have the fullest information ©
3U 2 subject,

reta

on the Petition of the East-India

] Order of the Council of State,
Clerk of the Council.

signed by Mt. Jessops
No. 208).

(1 )—Origina
dated 3d November 1656,
in the Sifte Paper Office,
£ the Meeting of the Co
10th November 1650.

Company,
(East.India Papers

(2)—Minute o
United Joint Stocks

mrpittecs with the Fourth Joigt Stock and

(Vol. iii. No. 251).
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the Council
of State, that
theEast-Iudia
trade should
be carried on
by the Com-
pany, or a
United Joint
Stock,
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subject, had directed notices to be affixed on the Ex-
change, appointing a day for all persons concerned in the
East-India .trade to attend them; in consequence of which,
several merchants attended, and a full hearing was given to the
arguments of both parties ; on the one side, for carrying on the
trade, under an United Joint Stock, and, on the other, for a free
trade, under a Company, on distinct capitals. The Committee,
after examining the respective arguments, and perusing the
written propositions of both parties, reported to the Council of
State, that, though it was their private opinion, the trade
ought to be conducted on an United Joint Stock, yet they
considered the business of so much importance, that they would
Ot come to any positive detecrmination on the subject, but
referred the whole case, with the papers, to the Council of State
for their final decision.  This report was signed by Colonel
Sydenham, Sir Charles Wolseley, and Colonel Jones. ©

The Council of State, on receiving this report of the
Committee, to whom the petition of the LKast-India Company
had been referred, appointed, on the 27th January 1656-57, the
Governor and Committees of the East-India Company, and the
principal Merchant Adventurers to the East-Indics, to attend
them on the following day; when, after a full hearing of the
claims of both parties, the Council gave it as their advice to the

Protector, ** that the trade of East-Indya be mannaged by a
’ y

¢¢ United

(1)—Original Report of the Committee of the Council ¢f State, on the Petition of
the East-India Company, 18th December 1656. (East India Papers in the State DPaper
Office, No. 210).

FAST-INDIYA COMPANY.

“ United Joynt Stock, exclusive of all others ;”’ and, on the
10th February 1656-57, the Protector signified his approbation
of the advice of the Council of State, relative to the East-India
trade, and a Committee of the Council was appointed, to con-
sider of the Charter to be granted to the East-India Company.

In this situation of their affairs, the London East-India
Company do not appear to have, this season, sent any par-
ticular instructions to their foreign Presidencies, hoth from
the expectation of receiving their Charter, and from their
having, in the preceding year, sent ships, with orders
to vest the stock entrusted to each Presidency, in articles
of the finest kind; and to recover, as far as might be prac-
ticable, the debts due to the Company, that their concern
might be wound up, should their applications to the Pro-
tector and to the Council of State (the issue of | which, at
that time, was uncertain) be rejected ; which orders it would
have been hazardous, at this crisis, to alter.

It will throw light on the important subject of the East-
India trade, (examined and discussed at a period when the ru-
ling power was rather disposed to question than to confirm ancient
establishments,) to bring under notice the arguments which the
Merchant Adventurers offered to the Protector, and to the
Council of State, to induce them to substitute their project, in
place of the privileges of the East-India Company ; and these
arguments are the more memorable, as they disclose a specula-

tive

(1)—Extracts from the Books of the Council of State, preserved in the State Papes
Office, Whitehall, 27th January, and 5th, 6th, and 10th February 1656-57.
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This decision
confirmed by
the Protector,
who declared
his intention
lo grant a
new Charter
to the East-~
India Come

pany.

Retrospect of
the argu-

ments of the
Merchant

Adventurers
for ay open
trade to the
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the Protector,
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CHAP. I tive system of East-India trade, differing, indeed, from that
1656 57 Wthh the subordinate associations of Interlopers had hitherto

.acted on, but, from being more specious in theory, was more
hazardous in practice : these arguments are memorable, also,
from a more public reason, that they were rejected by Crom-
well and the Council of State, who held it to be a more
solid foundation, that the East-India trade should continuc with
the Company, on a Joint Stock, than that it should be a free re-
gulated trade, where each merchant was to act on his own capital:
The petition of the Merchant Adventurers to the East-
Indies procceded upon the principle, that it would be better not
to carry on the trade on a Joint Stock, as formerly, but by a
more distinct and particular method, under regulations, like
the Turkey Company ;—and the reasons on which this opinion
was founded, are stated in the following terms.
“ Ist. A free trade, regulated, will encourage industry
and ingenuity, which hath latitude and scope to exercise

itself, whilst each person hath the ordering of his owne

L&
114

< v e . . o e . .
¢ aflaires ; whereas, on a joint stock, it is impossible for one to

improve either, only to stand idle, without an opportunity to
make use of his own talents.”

&<

£&

“ 2d. As a consequence of the former, a regulated trade
is the only way for propagating skilfull merchants, who being
left to the management of their particular conccrnnlénts,
must needs augment their owne experience, and derive the
‘“ same to their sonnes and servants, w* cannot be done in a
Joynt stock, that being understood but by a few persons, and

¢ those

£<
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(13

€<
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(13

(13

(13

&6

€6

(43

(29

&

(91

(29

(11

(14

(19

(X9

<

€<

(34

o«

EASB-INDIA COMPANY,

519

those also having other employments, .and aetin.g not CHA.P. I:.
for themselves alone, want the care and ciréumspection wes 1656-57.

their peculiar and single interest would excite them to ; for, in

a joynt stock, noe man can make it his business to be an

East-India merchant.”
<« 3d. According to the number of experienced merchants

will be an increase of trade, and a proportionable increase of
custome, and of shipping and mariners: a thing of noe meane
concernment to the benefit, strength, and service of the nation,
and only tobe expected from an inlarged regulated trade.”

« 4th. The greater the number of traders is, and the

"more generall their trading, the cheaper will forraine comodities

be afforded here, in Eogland, for the publique advantage,

.when so many severall persons have the disposall of them,

and not one joynt body, as in a joynt stock.”
« 5th. A free regulated trade gives opportunity to persons

to adventure their estates, at any time, and in such martier as
find convenient, without such limitation. or

themselves may
restrictions as in joynt stocks is usuall, where any one, not
furnished with money at the Companies set time of subserip-
tion, must needs be excluded for many yeares after, and so
made incapable of employing his stock : and, besides, a joynt
stock admits of nothing but ready money, whereas, inthe way
of trade proposed, one may employ either goods or shipping
that he is master of.” | .

¢ 6th. This regulated way of trade, we humbly conceive,

will give us some advantage above the Dutch, as going at

¢ less:
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less cbarge, and having more opportunity to improve y* in-
dus.try of tl.]e managers in India, who being whetted on by
their own interest and the competition of others, will, in
reason, turn every stone for discovering of new trades, ahove
those who only matiage their principall’s money in H,olland,
the effects whereof themselves are already so sencible of, that
their Aetions in Holland are fallen a third part.” ® ’

. The application of the Merchant Adventurers to the East-
Indies, and the reasons which supported it, having been reject-
ed by the Protector and Council of State, who had decided,
that the trade to the East-Indies should be managed, in
.future, -by an United Joint Stock, itis interesting to observe the
mstruc'txons for the management of this trade, which the
Committee of these Adventurers sent, in this season, to thec
commanders of the ships which had sailed last year, under the
Protector’s licence. ,

.These 'instructions were drawn, partly with reference to the
rclations of England with foreign powers, at this period, and
parfly to the state of the markets in England. On the first
Sub_)?ct, they informed them, that they had received information
pr.evu)usly to the treaty with France, of three or four Frencl;
ships having been fitted out at Brest, intended to act against
the.English in the East-Indies ;—they next stated, that war
having been declared, between England and Spai,n a more
powerful armament was preparing at Dunkirk an’d Ostend
(then

D mTPetiti
(1)—Petition of the Adventurers to India for a free regulated Trade, 17th November

1650, (East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 209)
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(then Spanish ports), for the like pu
Cromwell became the ally of France,
the Spanish Netherlands, and, of course,

armies to attack
between England

Holland, that there was a probability of a war,

and the States General, which would expose them to still great-

er hazards.

On the second
in England, they informed them, that the num-
had much

subject, or the Jow state of the market, for

Indian produce,

ber of disconnected Interlopers, or private merchants,

increased ; and that they had brought home great quantities
of Indian commodities, of inferior quality, particularly cottons,
drugs, and spices, which had overstocked the market : the super-
cargo, therefore, was instructed to be as cautious in the prices
he gavé for Indian produce, as in the assortments with which

he was to complete the ships’ lading for the homeward voyage ;
evidence, that while the Merchant

ready to invade the privileges of
at the outset,

an instruction which affords
Adventurers were themselves
the London East-India Company, they were,
satisfied, that private merchants, of another kind, had become

to themselves, in that
gross.(‘)

dangerous competitors very market, the

trade of which they were endeavoring to en

ers to Mr. Borneford and Captain

(1) —Letters from the Committee of the Adventur
and

Bayley, 22d May, 20th October, and 24th December 1656, 18th March 1656-57,

23d April 1657, (Vol. marked Ne. 27).
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rpose;—and, lastly, after CHAP. I.
A e’
and both were preparing 1656-57"



CHAP. 1.

Sy et
1656-57.
The Presi-
dency of
Surat snspend
all trade, till
the question
of the Com-
pany’s rights
should be de-
cided in Eng-
land, '

This suspen-
sion of the
English trade
enabled the
Duatch to con-
quer Ceylon
and blockade
Goa,

ANNALS OF THE HONORABLE

e

. The information which the Court transmitted to their for
reign Presidencies, in 1655-56, of the alarming situation of the
Company in England, from the interferences of the Merchant
xé::zz;;l:;rss :;i; tlt)eir privilegc?, detern?ined the President and

. o reduce their factories and the number of
their servants; in 1656-57, therefore, this President and Council
resolved on a temporary suspension of their exertions, and refer-
red the Court to their servants, who had been allowed to return
to Europe, for a full report on their real distresses.

The power of the Dutch had, at this time, also, increased,
in proportion to the weakness of the Portuguese, and to that
confusion which the supercargoes and commanders of the ship-
ping of the Merchant Adventurers had occasioned, on their
arrival in India. The Dutch had got possession of Ceylon,
from which they had excluded the Portuguese, and were block-
ading the port of Goa: should this seat of the Portuguese power
fall, it was expected the Dutch would next attack, and carry the
little Island of Diu, which commanded the entrance into S
River; acquisitions which would give them the complete command
of the trade on the Malabar Coast, and enable them to impose
duties on the English trade, which it could not bear :—if, there-
fore, the privileges of the Company should not, in a short time,
be recovered in England, they submitted to the Court, the abso-
lute necessity of winding up their affairs, and sending licences

to their servants to return to Europe with the Company’s property.
The

wally

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

The interferences of the supercargoes and shipping of the

Merchant Adventurers were descri
to the distresses which the circu
nations in the Indies had already

purchase of investments al
but now authorized traders, had brought out large quantities
of English goods, and sold them below prime cost, and with
the money, with which they had been entrusted, had given
such Indian articles as they had collected ;—the
that the Company’s servants had been ren-

in the opinion of the patives, not only in
stomed

high prices for
consequence was,

dered contemptible
in which their Agents had been accu

but as_Surat, and the other ports, to which
brought, to be shipped for Europe.
ants had reduced

the provinces,
to purchase goods,

the goods had been usually
the Company’s serv

all manner of expedients to keep up

but such expedients could be tempo-
st the encroachments of

From public motives,
their salaries, and tried

the appearance of trade;
rary only, and a feeble barrier again
the Dutch, equally strong in shipping and in funds, who must,
<hort time, engross the whole of the India trade, and
matter of necessity to the

therefore, they resolved,

in a
render the relinquishment of it a
In this situation,
ation from England, respect-
would continue

English nation.
that they would await
ing the fate of the Company’s privileges;
{0 narrow their transactions (having left only one Agent at
Scindy and another at Ahmedabad) ; and would keep them-

selves in a state of readiness (should the Dutch be allowed to
3X 2 continue

inform

most impracticable .—these private, g
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bed to be calculated to add 16
Effect of the

stances of the Iuropean interferences
m P of the Mer-

produced, and had rendered the chant Adven-
tarers on the

ade of Su-
t.:
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w- continue their progress of conquest without interruption), to wind

1656 57. up the trade, till they should Jearn whether the Protector would
renew to the Company their exclusive privileges, V)

—and inPer- The Company’s trade in Persia, and their rights to the

- moiety of the customs at Gombroon, had been almost ruined,
by the information which the commanders of the Merchant
Adventurers’ shipping had brought from England, and, with
much assiduity, propagated in Persia, that the London Company
had been dissolved, and the trade laid open to them, as free
Merchants ; the Persian Government, therefore, held, not only
thatthe treaty, which Shah Abhas had entered into with the
Company, on the capture of Ormus, was no longer binding,
but had, in a measure, suspended all the subsequent grants,
under which privileges of trade had been allowed them, in the
Persian dominions :—the licences, thus, granted to the Private
Adventurers, in England, brought into danger, not only the
Company’s rights in Persia, but the practicability of continuing
the trade in that kingdom. ®

The trade at The general report, this season, from the President and

Fort St,

Georggcée- Council of Forr Sr. GroraE, was, if possible, still more alarm-
pressed by

X‘g Merchant Ing, both from the wars which were continuing in the Carnatic,
venturers,

and by the and from the effect, which the interferences of the supercargoes
rst  invasi-

On:(')f tgeC:r. and ShiPPing of the Merchant Adventurers had on the market.
natic by Se-

vagee : The Nabob, who had revolted against the King of Gol-
condah, had been defeated, and it was uncertain whether he
would

(1)—Letter from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 28th January
1656-57,
. (2)=Ibid.
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would be able to recover his power: a more formidable ene- ﬁw
my, the celebrated Sevagee, at this time appeared, who was 1656-57.
founding a powerful state in the countries which he had con-
quered from the Kings of Visiapore and Golcondah;— the
President and Council, therefore, represented, that indepen-
dently of the interferences of the Merchant Adventurers,
goods had become scarce in the provinces, and when purchased,.
the transit of them to Madras, most hazardous and uncertain ;
the Merchant Adventurers, besides, had sold their Europe im-
ports at low rates, and bought Indian articles at advanced
prices, which had rendered it impracticable to conform to the
orders of the Court, to purchase an investment of the finest
goods, that would yield a profit to the proprietors. The ships
of the Adventurers had touched, and made purchases at the
ports of Negapatnam, Porto Novo, and Tranquebar, and, by
exorbitant prices, had drained the country of goods; which
had reduced the Presidency to the necessity of purchasing such
Coast cloths, and such proportions of pepper and spices, as
could be collected at Bantam, to make up a small investment
for Eur ope; they, however, would continue their eflorts, in
the hope that a Joint Stock would be restored, and the Com-
pany’s privileges again confirmed, without promising that these
efforts would either come up to the Company’s expecta-

tions, or to their own wishes. Under these circumstances,

- they had withdrawn the factories from Bengal, which they.

regretted,
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regretted, as it might not (should the Company’s privileges be
restored) be either easy or practicable to replace them. ®

If the power of the Dutch, on the West Coast of India,
had threatened the ruin of the trade at Surat and in Persia,
and if the convulsions in the Carnatic had, in like manner,
obstructed the inland trade, so much connected with the Presi-
dency of Bantam, the evils arising from the power of the
Dutch at this port, and the interferences of the Merchant Ad-
venturers, assumed a still more serious aspect. Bantam was
blockaded by the Dutch, the whole of this season, and, con-
sequently, trade at a stand, which had obliged the Presi-
dency to recall the Agent from Cambodia, where small

quantities of the finer spices had hitherto been collected :—
but the Adventurers had produced an evil, as yet unknown

at the other Presidencies, or seducing, by large bribes, se-
veral of the Company’s servants to desert their duty, and to
assist them in their projects: by this evil, the Presidency,
being without authority or powers to punish such conduct,
or funds to carry on the trade, were almost reduced to despair ;
their commercial connexion with the Coast had been cut off,
and their hopes of deriving assistance from Europe, diminishing
every day. Under these distresses, however, they stated, that
they would endeavour to hold out, and preserve their privileges,

because,

(1)~Letters from the President and Council of Fort St., George to the Court, 10th
November 1656, and 2sth January 1656-57.—— Letter from the Presidency of Fort St.
Fivorg: o the Presidency of Surat, 7th July 1656.

EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 527

because, should the Company’s affairs in Europe be restored, CHAP. I,
this station would again become valuable, in the exchanges re- 165657
quired in the East-India trade &

(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Bantam to the Court, 17th July
1656, and 10th January and gth March 1656-57.
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1657-58.

'j‘ -
I ¢ T wi . .. .
o5 1e alhance with France, and the war with Spain, in
) )-l’-) T ) i 1N .
7, were cxpedients, to which the Usurper resorted, to

draw off’ . ; .
ofl' the attention of the nation from the source and from

the exercise .

< ASe < : .

) of his authority ; these expedients, however, had

not prey - : ) ' .
prevented  conspiracies agawnst his person, but led to a

military sys .
Y System, and to the summoning a Parliament, which he

hoped \\iould induce the English nation, from its habitual con-
fidence i such an assembly, to recognize and to confirm his
power.

. In 1657-58, Cromwell sent six thousand men to co-operate
with the French ar my in Spanish Flanders ; the French became
ma.StePS of Mardyke, and, agrecably to the treaty, it was
d?hvered to the English :—but this war, instead of increasing
his popularity 'in England, contributed to depress it. In
January 1657-58, he was again obliged to call a Parliament,
and, that he might give to it an appearance more conformable
to English opinions, respecting that assembly, he divided it into
ded members of the Il;an also failed, as many of the exclu-

! ouse of Commons were re-admitted, and,
on the question being agitated, to examine the validity of the
et of Government, by which Cromwell had been declared
P.r otector, he found it necessary, to prevent the effect of such
discussions, to dissolve this assembly.

two Houses ;—this

It

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

It was obvious, from these circumstances, that to the Pro-
tector, alone, the London Company could make application to have
their Charter renewed, on the basis of the resolutions of the
Council of State, of the 27th January 1656-57 ; and that

this Charter was granted in this season, will appear from

the reference made to it, in the petition of the East-India 2>

Company to Cromwell, in the subsequent year, though no
copy of it can be discovered, among the records of the State, or
of the Company. Such, however, was the reliance which the Com-
pany placed upon this Charter, and the impression that, under it,

they were restored to the full exercise of their rights, that a
Coalition took place, between them and the principal members of
the Merchant Adventurers to the East-Indies, and a sum of

£786,000 was subscribed, to form a new Joint Stock.
Preparatory to this Subscription, a Committee of the Old,
* or United Joint Stock, held frequent conferences with a Com-
mittee of the subscribers of this New Stock, that the dead
stock of the former subscribers might be made over, in right,
to this New Joint Stock ; and, to prevent all disputes, it was
agreed, on the New Stock paying £20,000, in two instalments,
to the United Stock, that the forts, privileges, and Immunities,

in India and Persia, should be made over, in full right, and

the three ships, and =£14,000 in bullion, prepared for the
voyage of this season, transferred, at prime cost, to the New
Stock ; that, on the arrival of these ships at the Company’s

VOL. I. 3Y factories,

(1)=—General Letter from the Court to the Agent and Council at Bengal, 31st December

1657.
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CHAP. L.

. L o )
(Ei[g)_/ factories, the goods, furniture, and stores, were.to be trans-
be deemed Private Traders, but were required, after a spe- T7°

57 - &) » 03 . : . 1y
1657 -58. ferred to the new account, at the valuation of six shillings
and sixpence sterling, per rial of eight;—that the servants cified time, to carry the amount of such property to the 1657 -58.
of the New Stock should assist those of the United Stock in account of the New Stock.
Petition

The different interests in Indian affairs, in England, having, Petition

been adjusted, and domestic protect their
settlements

against the
depredations
of the Dutch.

recovering their debts ;—and that the United Stock should be
charged with the expences of the settlements and trade, till the
arrival of the shipping of the New Stock, when the Agents of
this Stock should take charge, and be entitled to receive the
customs at Gombroon, after the 1st October 1658.

The settlements, the rights to which were to be transferred
from the old, or United Joint Stock, to the New Stock, were
Forr St. GeorcE, and the several factories on the Coromandel

by the preceding arrangements,
opposition or rivalship, for the time, terminated, the East-India
who were preparing their equipments for the season,

Company,

with new and considerable funds, to revive and invigorate their
trade, deemed it expedient to present a petition to the Protector,
stafing, that the East-India Company, notwithstanding the trea-
ty with Holland, had lately sustained many losses, insults, and
from the Dutch Company in the East-Indies ; that

indignities,
ain compelled to solicit the protection of His High-

they were ag
and prayed that directions might be given to the English

Coast, and in the Bay of Bengal ; the factory at Surat, and its
dependencies 5 the factory at Gomproow, in Persia, and its
dependencies ; and the factory at BaAntaMm, and its dependencies

of Jambee and Maccassar, (

ness,
Ambassador in Holland, to represent the circumstances to the

;(n?;ff:; o The Committees of the London East-India Company, and Dutch East-India Company, that positive orders might be issued
the proprie- the principal Merchant Adventurers, forming together the New Batavia, and to the commanders of their

iusting th : . : .
I.jgfh‘t‘sg of he Stock, held their first meetings as a Generality, or Court of

wspective — Proprietors, on the 20th November and 8th December 1657,

stock-holders

to their General at
ships, to abstain from any acts

cable relations between the two Comp
the London Company trusted, that

which might interrupt the ami-

anies ; and if the Dutch

at which it was agreed to admit as freemen and members of the
Company, such persons as had served an apprenticeship to the
members of the Joint Stock, on paying a fine of s£5 ; and that
the persons who had been possessed of shares in the former trade,
and, on that account, had property in the Indies, were not to

be

(1)—Agreement of the Committees of the United Stock and the Subscribers to the
New Stock, 31st October 1657. (Vol. iii, No. 258)-

Company refused to comply,
the Protector would take proper measurcs to vindicate the honor

of the English in India. @
3Y 2 Having
(1)—Minutes of the Courts of the Generality or Proprietors of Stocks, 20th Novem-
ber and 8th December 1657. (Vol. iii, Nos. 261 and 262).
(2)=Petition of the London East-India Company to the Protector, praying redress
against the Dutch, and enclosing Narrative of their late Proceedings, 19th January 1657-58.

(East-India Papers in the State Paper Office, No. 213}.
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CHAP. I Having taken these measures to settle their Charter and

1657 -58. exclusive rights in England, the Governor and Court of Com-

A newsystemn

of adminis- mittees established a new arrangement for their foreign Presi-
tration form-

f;lt fg"ortsb“t- dencies and Factories, the whole of which were, in future, to

g::tr;;:] and be subordinate to the President and Council of Surat, and,
more particularly, the Factories and trade in Persia. The
Presidency of Fort St. George was to be continued, and the
Factories on the Coromandel Coast, and in Bengal, were to be
subordinate to it, and the inferior Agencies at Cossimbuzar,
Ballasore, and Patna, were to be subordinate to the Factor}} at
Hughly; and such out-stations as the Company possessed, 1
what was then termed the Southern Seas, were to remam
dependent on the President and Council of Bantam.

To prevent the irregularities which had arisen from the
private traffic of the Company’s servants, this practice was
prohibited, and increased salaries allowed to the Presidents and
Members of Council, and to the subordinate servants ; but,
previously to being paid these salaries or allowances, they were
to sign security bonds, or covenants, to specified amounts, to
observe this condition, and to keep diaries of their proceedings,
the originals to remain at the Presidency, Factory, or Agen-
¢y, and certified copies annually transmitted to the Court.

Under these new regulations, the Court re-appointed the
Presidents and Councils, and, in general, their civil servants,
to take charge of their affairs; and explained, that® the new
Stock was not to be Iiabl‘e to any debts, which those servants

might

EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 533

might have contracted, while they were in the employment of (\?‘liAP L
the United Joint Stock, whether such debts were due to 1657 -58.
Europeans, or to the native powers or merchants, but that these
creditors might recover the debts due to them, by the laws of the
country where they resided.
Under this system, the ships of the season were fitted out
for each of the Presidencies :—the ship for Fort St. George,
besides her cargo, carried a stock of &£15,500 in bullion, one
half of which was to be invested in Coast goods, and the other
half remitted to the factories in Bengal :—three ships were con-
signedtoSurat, Persia, and Bantam, and one of them was to touch
at the Coast of Africa, to take in what gold, elephants’ teeth,
&c. could be obtained, for the Indian market :— the ship for
Bengal was to bring home an investment of fine cottons and
silks of that country, and on her return to Fort St. George, to
receive what proportion of cinnamon and the finer spices had
been collected, and such quantity of saltpetre as might be in store ;
—the commander, as well as the factors in Bengal, were to
conform themselves to such orders, as they might receive from
the President and Council of Fort St. George.

The

(1)~"Letters from the Court of Committees of the London Company to the Agent and
Council at Hughly, 31st December 1657, and 27th February and 224 March 1657 58, mm—
Letter from the Committee of the late United Stock to the Agent and Council at Hughly,
27th Febraary 1057-58.
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The situa,tion; both in respect of rights and of trade, to
which the Company’s Presidencies and Factories had been re-
duced, in 1656-57, continued in 1657-58 ; so much so, that,
mn this year, detached accounts, only, from Surat and Persia
reached England ; and the Court were left to trust to the
exertions of their servants at Fort St. George and Bantam, at
the time, when, fortunately for the East-India trade of England,
the Company’s Charter and privileges were restored to them, by
the Protector and the Council of State.

At Surar, events had taken place, which materially affected
the whole of the European trade in the West of India :—the
death of the Emperor Shah Jehan, which happened in this year,
brought on a civil war between his four sons, in all the provinces
of the Empire ; and as the armies of each of these competitors,
for the succession, were laying waste the provinces occupied' by
the others, the useful arts and trade were necessarily suspend-
ed and interrupted. The effect of these events on the
privileges or trade of the Company, was described, in very
forcible language, by the President and Council of Surat :—they
observed, ¢ that it was equally dangerous to solicit, or to accept
“ of protection, it heing impossible to foresee who might,
ultimately, be the Mogul.” Surat, itself, did not escape the

evils of this civil war, for one of the competitors took possession

€<

of the castle, while his General (for resources), pillaged a great

part

B
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part of the town. In these contests the English factors CHaP. 1.
prudently avoided taking any part; but this caution did not 1657-58.
prevent their being obhiged to make partial advances of stores to

the successive conquerors of the place: their efforts, there-

fore, were limited to the purchase of small quantitics of salt-

petre at Ahmedabad and at Scindy, and could not be
extended, till they received information from England,

whether any farther supply of stock or funds could be ex-

pected.

The civil war which prevailed in India, had offered a i:jdﬁigmy?;-;
temptation to the King of Persia to invade the Mogul provinces, g(g;c{t;og;hle
both in the hope of being able to add some of them to his gtxdem in Ine
empire, and, by tributes, to fill his treasury. In this situation,
the Company’s Agents at Gombroon gave anatural description
of their distress, by observing, they kept possession of their
house only, that they might not lose the right to it, or their
claim to the moiety of the customs; but that they did not
expect either to provide an investment of Persian produce, or
had attempted the sale of English goods, for such had been the
effect of the report that the East-India Company had been
dissolved, that the Bashaw of Bussorah had taken possession of
their factory and stores :(—the trade, therefore, in the Persian

Gulf, was, as far as regarded the English, at a stand. ®

(1)—General Letter from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 5th
November 1657, and 16th January 1057-58.

(2)—Letter from the Agent and Council at Gombroon to the Court, 12th December
1657.
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1658-59.

Trx shifting aspects in the Government, to which it bas been
necessary to refer, fora series of years, to explain the sources of
the measures taken by the East-India Company, assumed, in the
year 1658-59, new and important characters. In the first
period of this season, the war in the Spanish Netherlands,
carried on by the French and English, against Spain, gave
to them the possession of Dunkirk, in June 1658, which
was delivered to the English, according to treaty; but, soon
after this cvent, the death of Cromwell, on the 3d September
1658, by removing the Leader of the Commonwealth, prepared
the kingdom for new civil convulsions,

Though Richard Cromwell was raised, for a short time, to
the Protectorate, his incapacity for this perilous situation was
soon discovered ; the cabals of the officers against him ter-
minated in forming the Great Council of the Army, and this
Council and the Parliament, which Richard Cromwell had
assembled, in  January 1658-59, having opposite interests,
e was obliged, on the 22d April 1659, to dissolve it; an

event

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

event which transferred to the Council of Officers, the only an-
thority which existed in England, who nominated Major Gene-
ral Fleetwood t8 be General.

The Company, during these events, rested on the resolution
of the Council of State, to confirm their Charter and exclusive
privileges, and continued their applications to Cromwell, to al-
most the period of his death. In the short interval in which
Richard Cromwell held the Protectorate, they avoided making any
applications to him, or to the Council of Officers, but contined
themselves entirely to the appropriation of their funds, and to
the equipments of their outward-bound fleets, giving only general
instructions to their foreign Presidencies.

Though the East-India Company had formed a coalition
with the principal Merchant Adventurers, Cromwell, early in
this season, granted a licence to a Mr. Rolt, (without con-
sulting the Company,) to export to India, on his own account,
three mortars, and twenty thousand shells, consigned to a
Colonel Rainsford at Surat, who must have proceeded to India
on some of the ships of the Merchant Adventurers, or Assada
Merchants, and probably had retained this title, from having
held a commission in some of the corps of the Parliament army,
which had been reduced, after Cromwell assumed the Protector-
ate; for it subsequently appears, that this licence was an indul-
gence to him, on a representation to the Protector, that he could
dispose of them to Aurungzebe, described as “ Prince of Ra-
“ jahpore.” This licence alarmed the Company, who applied

VOL. I. ) 3 Z to
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East-India Company to the Protector, was accompanied by E‘;‘iﬁ;;'
one from the Merchant Adventurers, concerned in the four 1658-59.

ships seized by the Dutch, praying for restitution of the ships

CHAP. I'. “ . . . - . [ .
to the Protector to prohibit this illicit trade, and directed the

1658-59. President and Council of Surat to scize on the articles, and dis-
pose of them, on their account, ® )

The last application which the Company made to Cromwell and satisfaction for their losses.()
After the death of Cromwell, the Company appear to have Equipments

was by a petition against some recent injuries by the Dutch in formed on
. : " . . . R lew . he NewJoint
the Bast-Tndies ;—the petition stated, that, notwithstanding the proceeded with their equipments on the New Stock, and to hav.e ‘Sthkt,“a:clln
Protector had renewed their former Charters, and granted them confined themselves entively to general instructions to their b o
reign settle-

foreign Presidencies and Factories.
The ficst general instruction regarded the application

of the stock, and the investment which the Court would

additional and exclusive privileges, and, also, notwithstanding the ments.
late treaty with the States General, the Company continued

to suffer many indignities from the Dutch, particularly by

their having blockaded the port of Bantam, and prevented require, to recover the home market, that they might im-
the Company’s ships from obtaining their curgoés of pepper, press the governing power, and the public at large, with
and by seizing four ships belonging to the Merchant Ad- the importance and value of the REast-India trade. The
venturers, off Bantam, and on the Coast of Sumatra ;— that equipments of the season consisted of four ships, on which
though the Company were not (as a corporate body) inte- the stock in money, exclusive of goods, on board each vessel,
rested in the loss of those four ships, yet they were com- amounted to #£10,000, and among the goods (the more effec-
pelled, from the interruption their commerce was likely to tually to check Mr. Rolt and Colonel Rainsford’s speculation)
experience, to represent the circumstance to the Protector, were sent large quantities of ordnance, mortars, shells, &c.,
and to pray, that he would require from the States General, which the different Presidencies were directed (remaining them-
satisfaction for the damage already sustained, and assurances s€lves neutral in the wars of the four sons of Shah Jehan for
from them, that the trade to Bantam should not, for the the succession) to dispose of, at the best price, to the first of
f}lture, be impeded by the Dutch, whose object and inten- the competitors who might apply for them. One of the ships
tion was to acquire the same monopoly of pepper, as they was consigned to Surat, one to Fort St. George, and two to
bad already done of the finer spices. This petition of the 3722 Bantam
East- (1)—Petitions of the East-India Company and of the Merchant :&dventureu, for

{1)—Minates of Court, 10th to 17th May 1658, (Vol. iv, 1658 to 1689, No. 262 satisfaction for Losses sustained from the Dutch at Bantam, 12th August 1658. (East-

10 285), India Papers in State Paper Office, Nos. 214, 215),
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Bantam and Maccassar, but to touch at Fort St. George for
1658-59. Coast cloths,

to be disposed of at Jumbee, and then return
to Bengal and to Fort St. George, to take in Bengal and

Coromandel goods for Europe. This instruction was intend-

ed to revive the system of exchanges between their Settle-

ments, that, from the profits of such exchanges, they might

increase the resources, and, at the same time, provide a more

valuable investment for the home sales,

A second general instruction was, that a proportion of the
stock should bhe left at each of the Presidencies and Factories,
that their servants might have funds to take advantage of the
markets, when goods could be obtained at the most reasonable
rates ; intending, by this expedient, equally to recover the trade,
and the Company’s credit.

A third general instruction was, to endeavor to recover a

proportion of the trade in pepper, and in the finer spices; and,
with this view, one of the

tam, Acheen,

ships was to proceed direct to Ban-
and Maccassar, to take in pepper, cloves, &c.,
and then to return to the Coromandel Coast, and, if possible,
obtain at Fort St. George (from its vicinity to Ceylon) a propor-

tion of cinnamon for the Europe sales.

The last general instruction was founded on the con-
nexion which the East-India Company ‘had been compelled
to form with the Assada Merchants ; one of the ships was
ordered to touch at the Coast of Africa, at Cormantine

- .. )
Castle (since called Cape Coast Castle), and endeavor to ex-

change

EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 541

change English cloths and manufactures for gold, ivory, &c., CHAP. L

and then to proceed to Fort St. George, and apply one pro- 1658-59.
portion of this produce to the purchase of Coromandel cloths,
and to remit the remainder to Bengal, to procure articles in that

country, suited to the Europc market. ®

- . fxrt 1 ¥ i i-
The PreS1dency of SuraT, before receiving information 3;’3‘1?{ sze;valt
ke »

that the Company’s rights and privileges, in England, had been andthe Com-

pany's credit
confirmed by the Protector and Council of State, reported to restored by

the Court, that the trade had been depressed by the wars, be- Joot Sock.
tween the Mogul’s sons, for the succession, and that these wars
had prevented the purchase of the goods required for the in-
vestment, although the funds they had received, had restored the
Company’s credit in the opinion of the natives ;—the purchase of
indigo and saltpetre had again been practicable at Agra and
Surat, and the trade was opened with Ahmedabad, though
the competitions of the Merchant Adventurers, by draining the
country of produce, and raising the prices, had rendered it diffi-
cult to procure the goods, eitherin quantity or quality, as requir-
ed by th&instruct_ions of the Court; they had, however, expended
the sum of -£80,008, agreeably to orders; for after retaining
what was required for the Surat market, they remitted £10,000
to
(1)—Letters from the Court to the President and Council of Fort St. George, 18th

September ¥658, and 28th January 1658-59.—— Letters from the Court to the Agent and
Council at Hughly, 27th March 1658, aud 28th January 1658-59.
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to Persia, £6,000 to Bantam, and s£6,000 to Mocha ;:— this
stock, though large, was not sufficient to re-establish the trade
of the Company on the West of India, and therefore they
submitted, that it would be more advantageous to borrow
money in England, where it could be readily procured, at four
p;:r cent., tha.n to allow them to take up money at Surat, at
the rate of eight or nine per cent.:— the sale of exports from

England
gland, from the state of t{he country, was slow, and the

demand, f;
rom the decided superiority which Aurungzebe had

obtained o
ver the other competitors :— though the New Stock

and credit L e
ad revived the general trade of the Company, vessels,

of from t
wo hun
cuffciently :}ired, to two hundred and fifty tons burthen,
) e . '
in the consting | ,dmust be sent from England, to be employed
! ra S
and thence tog C,Ifrmn port to port, on the Malabar Coast,
Proceed to B;
. d_ntal P cerm
o Surat. n and to Fort St. George, and
. » merease the resources of this Presi-
Havi profits from circuitous ¢
aving give
si
l)dency submitie
een e K
R XPeriencec
applicatiop

then retirnipg

dency, by the :
Xchanges.

n tllis [ .
general account of their trade, the Pre

d, th; .
» Wat, to obviate the difficulties which had

(mglllth(t,:)n lt)l: ri-v:]lls}lip of the European powers
. S to the Vic 1‘"11 e to the King of Portuga]’ to
meraal treaty, hetw croy of Goa, @ frame a com-
EaSt‘Indi(-S; o 'een the Portuguese and the English, in the
for orders ¢, i -“j application to the States General,

Gox-ernor Gencral at Batuvia, to put the

English

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

English in possession of their trade at Bantam, and the Island of

Polaroon, the Dutch having, by the conquest of Ceylon, en-
grossed the whole of the trade in the finer spices, and by their
blockade of Bantam, endeavored to include pepper in their

The Presidency of Surat, to restore the Company’s

monopoly.
ho had

authority, had given notice to the English seamen, W
g the interruption of the

privileges, to return to Surat, or be liable to be sent fo

England ; which they refused to comply with, unless an or-

der from the Protector should be issued, enjoining them to

entered on the country ships, durin

obedience.

The Presidency of Surat (for there is no report this season
from the Compuny’s Agencies in Persia), added, that the
charges of supporting the Factory at Gombroon had nearly
absorbed the small proportion of customs which had been
recovered, and, indeed, the whole profits, this year, of the
Persian trade.

The intelligence of the confirmation of the Company’s
rights and privileges reached Fort St. GEORGE in the month of
August 1658, and was forwarded to the Factories in Bengal ;
the covenants, required from their servants, had been ex-
ecuted at both stations :—the proportions of the stock intended

for Fort 8t. George, and for Bengal, had been applied, agreeably
to

(1)—General Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 16Gth
Letter from the President

October 1658, 15th January 1658-59, and (2th April 165).
and Council of Surat to the late United Joint Stock, 20th Janvary 1658-59.—— Letter
from the President and Council of Surat to Captain Langford relative to English Seamen op

board country shipping, 15th November 1508.
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‘i_’i‘ff'_},’ to the orders of the Court, and proportions of the gold, obtained

1658-59. at Cormantine Castle, had been added to the funds for the invest-
raent on the Coast, and sent to Bengal, at which saltpetre, of
the finest kind, could be obtained, as well as goods, at reason-
ablerates, for the shipping of the subsequent season.

Bantam con- The blockade of BaxTam by the Dutch, referred to in the

tinued block- .
aded by the report of the President and Council of Surat, accounts equally

Dutch.
for the interruption of the Company’s trade in that quarter, and
for the ignorance in which the Court was kept, in this season, of

the real state of their Southern trade.

-

(1)~—Letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Agent and
Council in Bengal, 23d August 1658.

RAST=-INDIA COMPANY.

1659-60.

In 1659-60, the Government continued to be unsettled;
and though the Council of Officers, which was directed by
Fleetwood and Lambert, in fact, constituted the ruling power,
they soon found, that the English nation could only be con-
ciliated, by restoring a Parliament. These leaders Jhad already
discovered, that the assembly convoked in the preceding year,
under that name, neither could acquire respect, nor grant
authority, and, therefore, resolved to re-assemble the Par-
liament which had been dismissed by Cromwell, in 1653, on
the presumption, that its legality would be more generally
recognized ; and that Richard Cromwell, who had the name,
only, of Protector, and General Monk, who commanded in
the North, would probably submit to its resolutions, The
event answered their expectation with respect to Richard
Cromwell, and, apparently, with respect to General Monk :
Fleetwood was appointed by the Parliament Commander-in-
Chief, for one year, and the Speaker was to sign all military
commissions. This disjointed system could not continue; con-
spiracies of the Royalists were every day forming, and the
disputes between the officers, guided by Lambert, who approached
London with the army, were bringing the authority of this

VOL. I 4 A Parliamen
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Parliament into hazard. Fleetwood’s commission was annulled,
and Lambert appointed General by the Officers, who again form-
ed a Council of Safety, for the administration of the Government.
The power of the officers, though supported in the capital, by the
presence of Lambert and the army, began to decline, while
Monk advanced with another army from the North, and by his
prudence and policy, conciliated the Council and the City of
London. These events, at the close of this scason, produced
a kind of temporary arrangement in public affairs, which, in
the sequel, we shall find, led to the Restoration of the Monarchy.

In this situation of affairs, the London East-India Com-
pany, as merchants, observed the same caution, which had
marked their proceedings at the period when the Monarchy was
subverting, and giving way to the Commonwealth; instead of
giving instructions to their foreign Presidencies or Factories,
situated at so remote a distance from England, they thought
it wiser to leave their servants to act according to circumstances,
and from a sense of duty, than either to convey information
of the shifting forms of the Government, or to hazard the
safety of the Company’s property, by orders, which it might
have been as impracticable to execute, as, if proceeded on, it
might have been dangerous to connect with the actual circum-
stances of the Company in England.

While

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

While the administration of the Company’s affairs in
England was, from the preceding events, in a great measure
suspended, it becomes interesting to look at the expedients
which their foreign Presidencies devised, when left to struggle
with difficulties, and under no restraint but a sense of duty.

The President and Council of SuraT, in the beginning of
this season, described the Mogul provinces to have, in general,
submitted to the Aurungzebe ; as the other competitors were not,
either from capacity or resources, in a situation to resist his
authority : the Dutch power, at the same time, was daily
increasing, from the strong fleets which they had on the Malabar
Coast, which obliged the Presidency to detain the Company’s
ships in port, under the protection of the Mogul Governor,
from an apprehension of a war between England and Holland,

Affairs were in this situation, when letters were reccived
from Aleppo, informing the President of the death of Cromwell ;
on which a consultation was held at Surat, by the President
and Council, and the commanders of the Company’s ships, on
the 26th December 1659, at which it was resolved, that the
Company’s homeward-bound ships should sail as a fleet, and
that the commanders should enter into an obligation, of £6,000
each, not to separate, as far as might be practicable ;—that
they should, in the first instance, proceed to St. Helena, and,

4 A2 if
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Sif\:dl- if separated, rendezvous at that island ;—on their making

1659 - 60. this port, they were to act according to the intelligence which
they might receive from England, respecting the state of the
Government and of the Company ; in the event of their not
obtaining information which could be relied on, they were to
direct their course to the Island of Barbadoes, at which they
were to remain, either till they should receive intelligence from
England, of the state of the Government, or such information
as would enable them to provide for the safety of the Company’s
shipping.

Recommend It was during this emergency, that the Presidency of Surat

that some

ati - y . . .. .
sttion ff'ﬁf,"d informed the Court, that, in obedience to their instructions, they

at Wh b tt 2 oat . . )
Comp;Cr) y,sw had been examining the West Coast of India, to discover some

o 2 r 3 " : M » v, Al -
ﬁ:igg\ttr - strong situation, which could be fortified, to become a place of

posited, in safety to their servants and property; and recommended to
emergency.  jts choice, Dandah-Rajabpore, Bombay, and Vissava, and
that an application should be made to the King of Portugal,
to cede one of those places to the English ;—and concluded
by reporting, that from their want of money, and from
the difficulty of obtaining credit, except at exorbitant inte-
rest, and from the great mortality among their servants, the
sales of the Europe exports had been limited, and their purcha-
ses of Indian produce could not enable them to promise, that
the investments for the shipping wauld be considerable.
Similar

(1)—Letters from the President and Council of Surat to the Court, 30th September
1630, and 13th January 1659-60. Consultation of the President and Council and com-
manders of shipping, beld at Surat, 26th December 1659, (Vol, xxii, No. 2032).

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

Similar unfavorable accounts are given of the state of the
“trade in PErsia, from the great power of the Dutch in the
Gulf, and from the prevailing opinion, that the Company
had been dissolved : —in this situation, the Presidency of
Surat projected the plan of obtaining possession of MuscaT, as
a port which would plaee their shipping in safety, and enable

if the Company’s fleets could be increased, to overawe

them,
the Persian Government, and again recover their proportion of

With this view, they employed Colonel Rainsford
described, last season, to have come
to Surat on some of the Merchant Adventurers’ shipping, and
to whom the ordnance purchased by Mr. Rolt had been consign-
ed), to negotiate the occupation of Muscat ; conceiving that this
port, in the hands of the English, would have a beneficial effect
on their Coast trade on the West of India ; as, from it, they could,
on the Malabar junks; and, at all events,
it would tend to the preservation of the Company’s right to the
customs at Gombroon. This plan had so far succeeded, that the
negotiation had been commenced with the Governor of Muscat,

and should this port be acquired for the Company, it would be
garrison, of at least a hundred soldiers, to

that trade.
(the same person who was

in retaliation, seize

pecessary to have a

defend it. ® '
The same measures which the President and Council at

Fogrt St. GEorGE had adopted, in the preceding year, to recover

their trade, and to provide investments, were, in this season,
continued,

President and Council of Surat te the Court, 12th April, and 30th

(1) Letters from the
September 1659, and 13th January 1659-60..
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continued, or one part of the new funds which they had received,
was applied to purchasc investments on the Coast, and the
other to support the trade in Bengal, from which the Agents
had not withdrawn, when accounts arrived, of the settlement of
the Company’s rights in England.

It is prohable, that the distracted state of the Carnatic,
from the conquests of Sevagee in Golcondah and Visiapore, had
become more general, and that those events had obstructed the
re-establishment of the Company’s trade; for there remains no
cvidence of the actual circumstances of their affairs, on the
Coromandel Coast, during this season.

The application of the proportion of the goods and money
sent to BENcaL, had an immediate effect on the trade, for though
English cloths and manufactures had not sold to great advantage
(as the demand for them in Bengal was inconsiderable), salt-
petre of the best quality had heen purchased at reasonable rates,

and considerable quantities of raw-silk and taffaties, which were

new articles in the investment. This encouraging circumstance
induced the Agent to represent the necessity of building new and
large wanehouses, for the accommodation of their stores ; but,
at the same time, he mentioned, that the conduct of the Nabob
had been oppressive, and had frequently alarmed them for the
permanency of a branch of trade, which otherwise might, in
a short time, be increased to any amount, and rendered valuable,
from the fine qualities of the goods.®

It

(1)—Letter from the Agent and Council at Hughly to the Court, 23d November
1659. '

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,.

It can only be collected, from the information obtained by
the Court, from the President and Council of Surat, that the
blockade of BantaMm still continued, and that communications
between it and the Coast, and Surat, were suspended:— this
blockade induced the Presidency of Surat to dispatch one of
their ships to Acheen, to obtain pepper, the Government at that
port having offered to give protection to the Company’s factors
and trade, which vessel, after leaving Acheen, was to proceed
to Maccassar, to procure a proportion of the finer spices; those
articles being of so much consequence in the investments for
Europe, and in any opening which might again introduce the
Company’s trade into Persia.

(1)~Letter from the Presidency and Council of Surat to the Court, 30th September
1659.

551

CHAP. 1.
N
1659-60.

Bantam still
blockaded by
the Dutch.



i
o
(57

CHAP. }.
N~
1660-61.

Restoration
of King
Charles I1,

Eenewal of
the ancient
alliances be-
tween Eng-
land and the
Continental
powers.

ANNALS OF THE NONORABLE

1660-61.

Tug shifting forms, which the Government of England had
assumed in the preceding year, were all evidently tending to the
Restoration of the Monarchy. General Monk was appointed
Captain General of the Armies of the three kingdoms.  The
Parliament, having previously repealed the Oath of Abjuration
against the King, dissolved themselves, and issued writs for a
new Parliament, to meet on the 25th April 1660 :—when this
assembly met, Charles 11, that he might reconcile General
Monk to his interest, and obtain his support, sent him a secret
commission, appointing him Captain General of his armies ;—
matters being thus prepared, Sir John Greenvill, in the name of
the King, presented a declaration to the Lords, promising a free
and general pardon; on which the Lords, early in May
1660, voted, that the Government of England ought to be
vested in ing, Lords, and Commons ; and the House of Com-
mons, hy a vote, came to a resolution to the same effect :—this
was followed by the proclamation of the King, in London, who,
on the 29th May 1660, arrived at Whitehall, and was restored
to the throne of his ancestors.

This great event was accompanied by the renewal of the

political and commercial relations, between the King and the

continental powers, and reference must be made to those

o¥

relations

EAST-INDIA COMPANY,

relations, which more immediately affected the trade of England
with the East-Indies, before we can bring under review the
measures which the London Company adopted.

Philip IV. of Spain, on receiving intelligence of the
Restoration, issued a declaration, ordering his officers to desist
from hostilities against England: this was the more to be
expected, from his having entered into a treaty with the King,
during his exile, at the time when Cromwell ha(-l declared war
against Spain. In return for this declaration, King Charlfes, by
a proclamation, restored to their full force the t.reatles of
Madrid, 1630, and of London, 1604, and on the basis of these
treaties, the commercial relations of the two kingdoms were re-
established. @

The States General, on the 5th October 1660, appointed
Prince Loﬁis of Nassau, and Mpynheers Van Hoorn, Van
Goch, and De Ripperda, their Commissioners, to proceed to
England, to congratulate the King on his Restoration ; and to
propose a renewal of the treaties of alliance and commerce
which had subsisted between the two countries :—this nego-
tiation was protracted for a considerable time, as the treaty was
not concluded till September 1662. @

voL. L 4 B At

(1)—Printed Copy of Articles of Peace between King Charles 1I. and the King of
Spain, 20th September 1660.—— Proclamation declaring the Cessation of Hostility, and
p;eserving an entire  Amity between His Majesty and the King of Spain, 10th September
1660. (Preserved in the State Paper Office, Whitehall).

{2)—Original Commission of the States General to Prince Louis of Nassau and others
to conclude a treaty with Great Britain, 5th October 1660. (Preserved in the State Paper
Office, Whitehall),
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At the opening of this negotiation, the Commissioners
1660-61. presented a copy of the order which the States General
and the Dutch East-India Company had issued to the

Governor General of Batavia, to cede the Island of Polaroon to

CHAP. I
Hd

the London East-India Company, as a possession, recognized
by treaties between the Crown of England and the States, as
exclusively belonging to England. Upon this order of the
States, the King granted a Commission to the London East-
India Company to take possession of the Island of Polaroon,
and to send officers, and form a colony of the King’s natural

subjects on it, to be protected by a military force.
Polaroon de- \

solated, by

secret order . . . . . . .
to the oers Island of Polaroon, not with a view of allowing the English to

Banaa0f the participate in the spice trade, (conformably to the treatics between
the two nations,) but, obviously, to facilitate the renewal of
the treaties in Europe; for the Governor General at Batavia
issued sccret orders to the Governor of the Bandas, to destroy
all the spice trees on the Island of Polaroon.

On receiving information of this outrage, the London East-

The States Genceral appear to have made this cession of the

Company pe.
tition the
King for re-

dress, and to India Company presented a petition to the King, praying that

be tored . R .
to ther pro- His Majesty would be pleased to remonstrate with the States

portion of - . ..
the spice General on this proceeding, and that Commissioners should be

trade, . s . . N
e appointed to carry into effect the rights of the English Com-

pany, to their proportion of the spice trade. ®
In
(1)—Copy of Order of the States General to the Governor of Batavia, to deliver
the Island of Polaroon to the London East-India Company, November 1660.—— Copy of

Commission from King Charles II. to the East-India Company, to repossess and fortify
the
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at the time (il:lif_}
1660-61.

Company's

In the measures of the East-India Company,

. . : i tom the
when they were turning their attention to regain, frorx .
instructions

M ’ 18 er tl]e
VIlegeS’ we discove to their

. in the foreign set-
well as durt g tlements.

Crown, the comfirmation of their pri
important fact, that, during the Interregnum, as
reigns which had preceded it, their Charter, as a corporate body,
had been recognized, though their exclusive privileges had bee.n
frequently infringed and endangered ; they, therefore, acted in
their equipments, and in their instructions to their servants, as
if they had been in the full enjoyment of both, at the time when
they were preparing applications to the Crown, to have both
confirmed.

With these views, they sent instructions,
their Agents at Hughly, to provide a large assortment of silks and

tatfaties for the home investment, to be in readiness for the ships
send more than two hundred

in September 1660, to

of the ensuing season, but not to
tons of saltpetre, which might be provided at Patna; and, in
future, not to purchase any Bengal sugars.(

The embarrassed state of the Company’s funds, at this
particular period, may be inferred, from the resolutions they had
taken, to relinquish many of their out-stations, and to limit
their trade, in the Peninsula of India, to the Presidencies of Surat
and Fort St. George, and their subordinate Factories; to

withdraw the Factories from Agra, Ahmedabad, Mocha, and
4 B 2 Bussorah,

Petition of the East-India Company, to the

the Island of Polaroon, December 1660.
King, relative to the Island of Polaroon, 1660.61. (MSS. in the Indian Register Office,

marked F. 1, unbound, pages 245, 249. No, 79, 45).
(1)—Letters from the Court to the Agent and Council at Hughly, 14th September 1660,

and Oth Febroary 1660-61.
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cuAP. 1. Bussorah ; to continue those at Gombroon, Scindy, Rajah-

\—v‘-l .

1660-61. pore, Carwar, and Caile-Velha; and to make the Agency in
Bengal subordinate to the Presidency of Fort St. George.(')

Compny These private measures were precautionary only, and
pc(iuon . . . .

King for _ subservient to the application which the Company intended to
restoration of

their Charter make to the King; as His Majesty manifested a disposition to
and exclusive

privileges.  re-establish all the legal rights and privileges, which either had
been interrupted, or infringed, during the Interregnum; more
particularly, such as tended to restore the commercial relations
between his Crown and the maritime powers.

Though Cromwell had compelled the Dutch, by treaty,
to make compensation to the East-India Company, for the inju-
rics they had sustained, and to promise restitution, these

conditions had been evaded ; and they were satistied, that

they could not be enforced in any effectual manner, but by

new Letters Patent, recognizing their ancient rights, with

such additions ac . .
additions as would more fully ascertain and re-

xlnvlgorute the direct trade between England and the East-
ndies.

Substance of 1 . . . .

the Charter King Charles IL., in consideration of these circumstances,

granted by N . . .

Il‘}ing 4y g anted to the London East-India Company his Letters Patent,
. to the ar: . ‘ . .

Company, 3d bearing date the 3d April 1661, in the thirteenth year of his

Aprl 1661, reign

The preamble to this Charter stated, that the Company had
been, for a long time, a corporation, for the honor and profit
of the nation, and that they had enjoyed certain liberties and

privileges

(1)—Letter trom the Court to the President and Council of Surat, 27th March 1661,
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privileges, granted to them by Queen Elizabeth a;nd King James ;
—that great disorders had been committed, to the prejudice of 1660 -61.
the Company, and the interruption of their trade, both by the
King’s subjects, and by foreigners; for redress of which, at
the petition of the said Governor and Company, they were
declared, by this Charter, to be a body politic and corporate, in
deed and in name, with perpetual succession ; and capable, in
law, to purchase and possess, and to alienate, sell, and dispose
of lands, tenements, &c.;—that they might sue and be sued,
in all courts and places, in the same manner as any other sub-

jects of the King, and that they might, under their common

CHAP. L
\.—-\/-J

seal, change or alter what might be for the common interest of
the Company ;—that they might hold general courts, and make
bye-laws ;—¢ that they should, for ever hereafter, have, use,
¢ and enjoy, the whole, entire, and only trade and traffic, to
¢« and from the East-Indies;”—that no person should trade
thither, without their licence, under their common seal, and
that no licence to individuals should be granted by the Crown,
without consent of the Company;—that the Adventurers
should vote according to their stock; £500 stock, to constitute
a vote ;—that all plantations, forts, fortifications, factories, or
colonies, in the East-Indies, acquired by the Company, should
be under their control ; and, that they were to have the appoint-
ment of all governors and officers;—that they might export
military stores, and be empowered to make peace and war with
any prince or people, not being Christians;—that they might
erect fortifications at St. Helena, and elsewhere, within their

limits,
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CHAP. I. limits, and carry out such a number of men as might be willing

1660-61. to go thither ;—that they might seize unlicenced persons, and
sendthem to England; and that they were not to trade in the
dominions of any Christian prince or people, in amity with
England, without the consent of such prince or people.t?

Rights con- On comparing these Letters Patent of King Charles 11 with

((%th:ry this those which had been originally granted to the London East-India
Company, by Quecn Elizabeth, in 1600, it will be found, thaf, in
their spirit, though not in their terms, they corresponded with each
other ; for the Queen constituted the London East-India Com-
pany, at its establishment, a body politic and corporate, with
succession, hui only gave them the exclusive trade to the East-
Indies, « _for fifteen years:” hut, by the grant of Charles II., these
exclasive privileges were given ““ for ever.,”  On comparing, next,
the Lettcus Patent of King Charles I1. with the Letters Patent of
King James 1., dated the 13th May 1609, it will be found, that,
in then spirit and terms, they agreed with each other, as both
constituted the London East-India Company, a body politic and
corporate, with perpetual succession, and granted to them, to

’

have, ** for ever,” the entirc and exclusive trade in the East-
Indies, specifying, in the same manner as the preceding grants
had done, that if this right of an exclusive trade, or the con-
tinuance of it, should not be found profitable to the King, or to
the realm, that, after three years’ notice, under the Privy Seal
or Sign Manual, it should cease or determine.

The

(1)~—Letters Patent, 3d April 1661, 13th Charles II.  (Printed Collection of Charters
ot the East-lTndia Company, quarto, page 54).

.
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The precantion which had been taken by the President CHAP. 1
and Council of Surar, of dispatching the Company’s home- 1660-61.

Affairs at Su-

ward ships to St. Helena, and (if intelligence should not be rat nearly in
thesame state

obta'“led there) to Barbadoes, to await information from Eng- 2 in the pre-
ceding sea~

land, gives a strong description of the embarrassment under son, b‘tl} thte
plan of get-

which the Company’s Presidencies and Factories, in India, were :'\gg posses-
placed, from neither knowing in whom the Government in cathzd failed.
Englaid was vested, nor under what circumstances their
immediate superiors, the Governor and Court of Committees,
were acting.

It was impossible, that any of the foreign stations of the
Company could know, in this season, cither the events affect-
ing the Company’s rights, which preceded the Restoration, or
those which followed it; and, therefore, the accounts of their
affairs, in the Indies, are, as might have been expected at such
a period, detached and hroken.

Tt had been previously settled by the Company, proceeding
on the 'authority given them by Cromwell, to fix the principal
seat of their trade at Surat, but to make Fort St. George the
centre of their trade on the Coromandel Coast:—it can be
collected, only, from the former station, that they had acted
under the precautions, described in their reports of the preceding
year, without having been able to obtain possession of Muscat,
or to revive the trade in PERs1A.

From
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CHAP. 1. From Fort St. Grorck the information is more precise,

1660-61. and extends, on the one hand, to the Company’s trade to the
Trade revi- . .
viog at Fort eastwards, and, on the other, to their proceedings in BENGAL.

St. George.

* The bullion which had been received from Europe had been
coined into pagodas, at the Company’s mint at the Fort, and
one part of it had been sent to Acheen, Jambee, and Maccassar,
to purchase pepper and spices; and another proportion to
Bengal, to purchase saltpetre, silks, muslins, &c., which, with
part of the spices to be obtained from these ports, were to
go to Surat, as means to re-open the trade with Persia, and,
with Coromandel cloths, to fill up the investment for Europe:
but the homeward-bound slxips; from Fort St. George, were
first to procced to Bengal, to take in goods from that
country, to render the investment more complete. ®)

The Factory From the favorable appearances of the Company’s trade

at Hughly

;)hre;/;ened in Bengal, in 1659-60, an opinion was entertained, both at
y Meer

-,’\lq‘m'a"p the Surat and at Fort St. George, that it would rapidly become
i ()gu s

General, in  valuable and productive, if the oppressions of the Nabob
(‘onsequence

;’f the Ag.e"fi could be prevented :—In 1660-61, however, an event occurred,
aving seize .

° Sountry which threatened the ruin of this trade. The oppressions of the
Junk,

Nabob had been so great, that the Agent at Hughly resorted to
the rash measure of seizing a country junk, in the river Ganges,
as a security for the recovery of debts :—this act was consi-
dered hy Meer Jumlah, the velebrated General of Aurung-
zebe, as unjustifiable, who threatened x}nt only to retaliate on

the

(1)—Letter from the President and Council of Fort St. George to the Court, 11th
January 1660-61.
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the Company’s out-agencies, but to seize their house and factory C\If_‘-:j
at Hughly. Alarmed at this danger, the Agent applied to the 1660-61.
President and Council of Surat for instructions, by whom he

was directed to repair the junk, and offer to re-deliver it to the

Mogul General. Should these concessions not be accepted, he

was ordered to call in all the out-agencies, and to have all

the Company’s stores and property, at Hughly, ready to he
shipped, and to leave the place ;—the Agent was also warned

to be on his guard against the address, as well as the actions, of

the Mogul officers, the leading features of whose character are
described in the following terms: ¢ that they usually offered

“ civilities, at the very moment when they intended to have

‘“ recourse to violence and depredation.” ®

(l)—;Letter from the Presidency of Surat to the Agent and Council at Hughly, 21st
June 1660.

YOoL f
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of events, as-
certainingthe

Company's
rights, from
Elizabeth to
Charles II.
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Turs Review of the Annals of the Lendon East-India
Company, during the first period of its history, or from its
establishment by Queen Elizabeth, to the restoration of its
privileges by King Charles Il, founded on original documents,

authorizes the following results :~

1.—That the discovery of the circuitous 'navigation to the
East-Indies, by Vasco de Gama, which coincided nearly in
point of time with the discovery of America, by Columbus,
opened new and valuable sources of wealth, and produced a
more enlarged system of politics, and of commerce, among the

European nations :—That, during the century in which Spain

discovered America, and Portugal the passage to the East-Indies, -

the resources and power of both kingdoms were increased to that
height, as to become subjects of political and commercial jea-
lousy to the other maritime nations of Europe ; and though,
during this century, the ancient routes of the East-India trade,
to the ports in the Mediterranean, were kept open, yet this trade
was gradually on the decline :—That, after the revolution in
Holland had separated the United Provinces from Spain, the
Dutch were roused to make efforts to acquire a part of the East-
Indian trade, and their example stimulated the English nation
to the like enterprize ; naval strength, thus, began to be as much

a subject of national importance and jealousy, as the great
armies

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.

armies of the continental states, which were contending for
paramount power in Europe ; and it was from these sources,
that the prevailing principle of a Balance of Power was combi-
ned with the new principle of a Balance of Trade.

II.—That it was with the object of adding to the maritime
strength of England, on which its defence against the Spanish
Armada had so recently depended, and of invigorating the
balance of trade, that Queen Elizabeth, by Charter, established
the London East-India Company, with exclusive privileges ; and
as, at this juncture, the other European maritime powers were
directing their efforts to other sources of commerce, the English
and Dutch East-India Companies became the rivals of the Por-
tuguese, in the direct trade to the East-Indies, when the political
interests of those three nations were combining to form alliances
in Europe, intended to defend their respective territories, against

the aggrandizement, either of Spain, or of France.

III—That, from a general review of the Portuguese
eonquests in the East-Indies, it appears, their settlements and
trade, during the period in which they were administered by
the officers who had established them, were extensive and conso-
lidated; but that, from the time when the Crown of Portugal
was annexed to that of Spain, the Portuguese settlements in the
East were left without resources, or the adequate means of
defence, and gradually became acquisitions to the Dutch —

That after Portugal again became a separate sovereignty, its
4C2 vational
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C . . ' . Y . ‘l .
HAP. T national spirit was broken, till at last, by its treaty with Holland
RESULTS. (under the mediation of England, in 1661), it relinquished its

claims on the Dutch conquests in the East-Indies, on. condition

that the States General should recognize its rights to the Brazils.

IV —That the commercial enterprizes and conquests of the
Dutch, in the East-Indies, arose from the defenceless situation
of the Portuguese and English establishments; from the Dutch
East-India Company being supported by large funds and fleets,
and assimilated with the States General (many of their Direc-
tors being also members of the States); and from the varying
politics of the English Government, which successively infringed
on the exclusive privileges of the London East-India Company ;—
events which abridged their equipments, and prevented them
from extending their commerce at the few factories which
they could preserve, or from defraying the heavy charges of
those factories, and the repeated losses, in stores and shipping,
to which they were exposed.

V.—That the native states in the East-Indies, at whose ports
the London East-India Company opened a trade, were unequalin
their power, either to admit, or to protect, their shipping or their
factors :—That from the Cape of Good Hope to the Indus, a
mixcd barter, only, could be attempted; that from the Indus to
the Ganges, though the Mogul Empire had been established,
and redueed to a regular system by Akbar, the frequent civil
wars, for the succession, rendered commercial intercourse diffi-

cult,

EAST-INDIA COMPANY.
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cult, and the tenures, by Phirmaunds, or grants, from the CHAP. I
N

Moguls, or from their officers, precarious and expensive ; and RESULTs

those from the inferior chiefs on the Malabar or Coromandel
Coasts still more temporary and uncertain : —That the chiefs, in
the Islands, eastwards of the Peninsula, did not possess power
sufficient to protect the strangers who sought commercial inter-
course at the ports of their dominions ; and, from their frequent
wars with each other, often requested the assistance of the
European traders which reduced them to become, either their

dependents, or their subjects.

V’T.-~That though the Charter of Qucen Elizabeth distinct-
ly defined the corporate and exclusive rights of the East-India
Company, the death of this wise Sovereign, while their voyages
were experimental only, exposed them to the varying policy
of her successor; who, a stranger to the rising English com-
merce, introduced, by licences, the interferences of Private
Merchants@or Interlopers, contrary to the express terms-of the
Queen’s Charter: but this infraction of the Company’s privi-
leges was, in a few years, admitted, by King James, to be as
unwise, as it was unjust ; for, in 1609, he renewed the Company’s
Charter, and made their exclusive privileges permanent : —That,
on the basis of this Charter, the First Joint Stock of the London
Company was formed, to provide sufficient funds for four years,
or four successive voyages, and Sir Thomas Roe, at the Com-
pany’s expence, sentas the King’s Ambassador to the Mogul :—
That, in 1617-18, when the Second Joint Stock was formed,

the
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the funds and equipments of the London Company excited the

RESULTS. jealousy of the Dutch, who considered that this large stock,

and proportionate equipments, would raisc the English trade in
the East-Indies to the same height as their own,—an event which
led to the treaty of 1619, and the appointment of a Council of
Defence, constituted in such a manner as to depress the trade
and exertions of the London Company, and to hecome the
source of those aggressions, which produced mutual complaints
to their respective sovereignties, but did not terminate in any
definitive arrangement ; and this situation of the English and
Dutch affairs in the East, led to the massacre at Amboyna: an
outrage, reparation for which was not obtained, at the death of

King James I.

VII—That, though King Charles I., at his accession, and
during the first years of his reign, not only attempted to obtain,
by negotiation, redress from the States Gencrui, for the losses of
the Company, but proceeded to retaliation on thejgghomeward-
bound ships, yet the rising factions in England lessened the
authority of the Crown, and obliged the King to recede from
those spirited measures, which the Company hoped would have
procured them redress from the Dutch:—That, from the year
1630 to 1635, though the Company formed their Third Joint
Stock, and established regulations for the suppression of private
traffic, the disputes bepwcen the King and the Parliament, not
only prevented the increase of their trade, but left them still
exposed to the oppressions of the Dutch : —That, from 1635 to

1638
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1638, the King encouraged, and granted licences to Courten’s (i_‘if
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Association, which became a kind of second East-India Compa- RESULTS.

ny; the equipments and factors of which, from being under no
regulations, not only invaded every branch of the London
Company’s trade in the East, but exposed their servants and
their property, to imprisonment and seizure by the native powers :
—That, in 1638-39, the Privy Council, aware of these de-

structive interferences, proposed a coalition, between the East-

India Company and this Association ; and though the King, in |

1640, offered to revoke Courten’s licence, and to confirm the
Charter and privileges of the Company, his necessities, in 1641,
obliged him to seize their imports of pepper, for which he
granted them the only security, which his hard situation would
allow him to offer:—and that, during the whole of the ca-
lamitous period, from 1642 to 1649, the Company were obliged
to depend on the limited Subscriptions, known in their history
as the First General Voyage, and the Fourth Joint Stock ; which
were applied to keep up a proportion of the Malabar trade ; to
preserve their right to the customs at Gombroon, and the grants
for trade in Persian produce ; to form settlements on the Coro-
mandel Coast; to revive, by exchanges, the trade at Bantam; and

to preserve that proportion of the spice trade, to which they were
entitled by the treaty of 1619.

VIII—That, from the period when the Monarchy was
subverted, the London East-India Company were compelled (not
knowing in whom the sovereignty might ultimately be vested) to

keep
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keep out of view, as much as might be practicable, the subject

RESULTS. of their Charter and exclusive privileges ; to wave any ques-

tions respecting the intrusions of Courten, and the other Inter-
lopers, which had arisen in England, during the weakened period

,of the Jate reign; and to preserve, by temporary additions to

their stock, the public opinion of the importance of the East-
India trade; while their servants, abroad, were exposed to depre-
dations and imprisonment, occasioned by the irregularities of
thesc Interlopers, and by the predominant fleets of the Dutch :—

That, in 1649-50, when Courten’s Association assumed a new .

character, by establishing a colony at Assada, the East-India
Company applied to the Council of State for an Act of Par-
liament to encourage their trade ; but were compelled to coalesce
with these Assada Merchants, and to form, for the support of
the East-India trade, what was termed an United Joint Stock :—
That, after this Union, they presented a series of petitions to the
Council of State, and to Parliament, for redress of the grievances
they had experienced from the Dutch, and, as the war with
Holland approached, entered into the views of the Protector,
by opening a Subscription, to fit out an armament to be sent to
the East-Indies, to obtain, by force, that reparation for the

massacre at Amboyna, which had, in vain, been sought by
negotiation.

IX.—That, in 1654, when the Protectorate was established,

and a compensation (though inadequate) obtained from the

Dutch, by the treaty of peace, and when the London Company

expected
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‘expected to be supported in their Charter and privileges,
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Cromwell and the Council of State granted commissions or RESULTS.

licences to a more formidable domestic rival (the | Merchant

Adventurers trading to the East-Indies), than any to which

the Company had, hitherto, been exposed :—That, notwith-

standing petitions to the Protector and his Council, both by

the Company, and by the Merchant Adventurers, their claims

were, for a time, left undecided ; partly from the prevalence of

innovation, and partly from the claims of the successive
stocks of the East-India Company, for proportions of the

compensation recovered from the Dutch:— but, during this

| period, both the Company and the Merchant Adventurers fitted

out shipping, and sent stock to be invested in the Indian trade,

which had the effect of creating an dpinion, both in Holland and
in the East-Indies, that the Lpndon Company had been dis-

wolved : this, in the former, led to the idea that the English

fleets were to be sent to bear down the Dutch settlements in

the East-Indies; and, in the latter, to suspensions, and, in

‘some cases, to the loss of those privileges, which the Company

had purchased from the native powers.

X.—That though, for two years, Cromwell listened to the
applications of the Merchant Adventurers, and hesitated, whe-
ther he should withdraw their exclusive privileges from the
London East-India Company, and though he had, during this
period, granted licences to the Merchant Adventurers to fit
out equipments for trade to the East-Indies, yet the Council of

VoL. I. 4 D State,
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State, on the fullest examination of the subject, decided, that
trade to the East-Indies could only be' carried on, by a
chartered Company, on a Joint Stock, and with exclusve privi-
leges; and, thercfore, notwithstanding the Company’s rights

had been infringed, they neither were lost, nor their Charter

dissolved : and it is a most interesting fact, that, in the

whole of this investigation (though the Monarchy, from which

the Company had derived their Charter, had fallen), it was

never once doubted that this Charter was valid and per-

manent, but that it was a subject of speculation only, whe-

ther the East-India trade might not be conducted
extensive and

, on a more
profitable - scale, hy Merchant Adventurers,

licenced to make experiments of an open and unrestrained com-

merce, on their own capitals,

XI—That the immediate effect of this decision of Crom-
well, and of the Council of State, was to relieve the London
East-India Company from that domestic competition,
had proved as destructive to them, as

who had engaged in it;

which
to the private merchants
for a Coalition took place, between

the Company and the Merchant Adventurers, which united

their stocks, and formed that large fund, upon which the trade

was again to proceed, with increased exports and shipping,

and new powers to reclaim their interrupted

grants from
the native states,

and to re-assert their rights against the

encroachments of the Dutch ; whose farther aggressions obliged

the Company to renew their petitions te Cromwell and to

the

~Indies,
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the Council of State:— The death of Cromwell, at the time cHAP I

g

iti 1 1 i ESULTS.
those petitions were under consideration, again threw the R

Company into that embarrassment at home, which, for two years,
rendered it dangerous for them to give instructions to their Pre-
sidencies and factories, and left their servants, abroad, in that
degree of uncertainty, which compelled them, instead of dis-
patching the homeward fleets direct to England, to order them
to proceed to successive stations, and await intelligence,
whether the property with which they were entrusted, could
be brought to the country, in which its owners might ex-

pect to receive it. At last, happily for all parties, the Restoration
of King Charles II. was accomplished ; and the Company oh-

tained from the legal Sovereign, a confirmation of their Charter,

and of their exclusive priviléges, nearly in the terms in which
they had originally been granted.

XIT—That it has been proved, from the Annals of the
London East-India Company, from its establishment by Queen
Elizabeth to its restoration by King Charles II., that the East-
India trade of England could only be conducted, cither in
shipping, or factories, on a Joint Stock, protected by a Charter
of Incorporation and exclusive privileges :—That the successive
speculations, founded on theories of open trade to the East-
either by the lesser equipments of particular merchants,
(while the Company’s trade was matter of experiment, only)
or by Associations of Merchants, pretending to open trade

in countries, within the Company’s limits, in which factories had

not,
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pot been established, or by the more immediate infringements

on their privileges, by larger Associations (Courten’s Association,
the Assada Merchants, and the Mcrchant Adventurers), have
uniformly occasioned to the London East-India Company,
sometimes the interruption, and, at other times, the exclusion
of their trade from particular ports, at which they had pur-

chased privileges or cstablished factories; but, with the same

uniformity, terminated in the bankruptcy of these speculators, o

or (to save themselves from this ruin) in ¢the necessity of merging
their funds in the Joint Stock of the London East-India Com-*+

_pany. Hence, neither during the Monarchy, nor during the

Interregnum, the rights of the East-India Company to its
““dead stock” of forts, factories, or privileges of trade, obtained

or purchased from the Native Powers, were, at any time, cr

under any circumstances of State, ever questioned by Govern-
ment,

END OF VOL. I

] X,
LONDON: Pk

Printed by Cox, Son, and Baylis,
Great Queen Street. )

|

L



	13263.pdf
	13263
	Image00295
	Image00296
	Image00297
	Image00298
	Image00299
	Image00300
	Image00301
	Image00302
	Image00303
	Image00304
	Image00305
	Image00306
	Image00307
	Image00308
	Image00309
	Image00310
	Image00311
	Image00312
	Image00313
	Image00314
	Image00315
	Image00316
	Image00317
	Image00318
	Image00319
	Image00320
	Image00321
	Image00322
	Image00323
	Image00324
	Image00325
	Image00326
	Image00327
	Image00328
	Image00329
	Image00330
	Image00331
	Image00332
	Image00333
	Image00334
	Image00335
	Image00336
	Image00337
	Image00338
	Image00339
	Image00340
	Image00341
	Image00342
	Image00343
	Image00344
	Image00345
	Image00346
	Image00347
	Image00348
	Image00349
	Image00350
	Image00351
	Image00352
	Image00353
	Image00354
	Image00355
	Image00356
	Image00357
	Image00358
	Image00359
	Image00360
	Image00361
	Image00362
	Image00363
	Image00364
	Image00365
	Image00366
	Image00367
	Image00368
	Image00369
	Image00370
	Image00371
	Image00372
	Image00373
	Image00374
	Image00375
	Image00376
	Image00377
	Image00378
	Image00379
	Image00380
	Image00381
	Image00382
	Image00383
	Image00384
	Image00385
	Image00386
	Image00387
	Image00388
	Image00389
	Image00390
	Image00391
	Image00392
	Image00393
	Image00394
	Image00395
	Image00396
	Image00397
	Image00398
	Image00399
	Image00400
	Image00401
	Image00402
	Image00403
	Image00404
	Image00405
	Image00406
	Image00407
	Image00408
	Image00409
	Image00410
	Image00411
	Image00412
	Image00413
	Image00414
	Image00415
	Image00416
	Image00417
	Image00418
	Image00419
	Image00420
	Image00421
	Image00422
	Image00423
	Image00424
	Image00425
	Image00426
	Image00427
	Image00428
	Image00429
	Image00430
	Image00431
	Image00432
	Image00433
	Image00434
	Image00435
	Image00436
	Image00437
	Image00438
	Image00439
	Image00440
	Image00441
	Image00442
	Image00443
	Image00444
	Image00445
	Image00446
	Image00447
	Image00448
	Image00449
	Image00450
	Image00451
	Image00452
	Image00453
	Image00454
	Image00455
	Image00456
	Image00457
	Image00458
	Image00459
	Image00460
	Image00461
	Image00462
	Image00463
	Image00464
	Image00465
	Image00466
	Image00467
	Image00468
	Image00469
	Image00470
	Image00471
	Image00472
	Image00473
	Image00474
	Image00475
	Image00476
	Image00477
	Image00478
	Image00479
	Image00480
	Image00481
	Image00482
	Image00483
	Image00484
	Image00485
	Image00486
	Image00487
	Image00488
	Image00489
	Image00490
	Image00491
	Image00492
	Image00493
	Image00494
	Image00495
	Image00496
	Image00497
	Image00498
	Image00499
	Image00500
	Image00501
	Image00502
	Image00503
	Image00504
	Image00505
	Image00506
	Image00507
	Image00508
	Image00509
	Image00510
	Image00511
	Image00512
	Image00513
	Image00514
	Image00515
	Image00516
	Image00517
	Image00518
	Image00519
	Image00520
	Image00521
	Image00522
	Image00523
	Image00524
	Image00525
	Image00526
	Image00527
	Image00528
	Image00529
	Image00530
	Image00531
	Image00532
	Image00533
	Image00534
	Image00535
	Image00536
	Image00537
	Image00538
	Image00539
	Image00540
	Image00541
	Image00542
	Image00543
	Image00544
	Image00545
	Image00546
	Image00547
	Image00548
	Image00549
	Image00550
	Image00551
	Image00552
	Image00553
	Image00554
	Image00555
	Image00556
	Image00557
	Image00558
	Image00559
	Image00560
	Image00561
	Image00562
	Image00563
	Image00564
	Image00565
	Image00566
	Image00567
	Image00568
	Image00569
	Image00570
	Image00571
	Image00572
	Image00573
	Image00574
	Image00575
	Image00576
	Image00577
	Image00578
	Image00579
	Image00580
	Image00581
	Image00582
	Image00583
	Image00584
	Image00585
	Image00586

	Image00295
	Image00296
	Image00297
	Image00298
	Image00299
	Image00300
	Image00301
	Image00302
	Image00303
	Image00304
	Image00305
	Image00306
	Image00307
	Image00308
	Image00309
	Image00310
	Image00311
	Image00312
	Image00313
	Image00314
	Image00315
	Image00316
	Image00317
	Image00318
	Image00319
	Image00320
	Image00321
	Image00322
	Image00323
	Image00324
	Image00325
	Image00326
	Image00327
	Image00328
	Image00329
	Image00330
	Image00331
	Image00332
	Image00333
	Image00334
	Image00335
	Image00336
	Image00337
	Image00338
	Image00339
	Image00340
	Image00341
	Image00342
	Image00343
	Image00344
	Image00345
	Image00346
	Image00347
	Image00348
	Image00349
	Image00350
	Image00351
	Image00352
	Image00353
	Image00354
	Image00355
	Image00356
	Image00357
	Image00358
	Image00359
	Image00360
	Image00361
	Image00362
	Image00363
	Image00364
	Image00365
	Image00366
	Image00367
	Image00368
	Image00369
	Image00370
	Image00371
	Image00372
	Image00373
	Image00374
	Image00375
	Image00376
	Image00377
	Image00378
	Image00379
	Image00380
	Image00381
	Image00382
	Image00383
	Image00384
	Image00385
	Image00386
	Image00387
	Image00388
	Image00389
	Image00390
	Image00391
	Image00392
	Image00393
	Image00394
	Image00395
	Image00396
	Image00397
	Image00398
	Image00399
	Image00400
	Image00401
	Image00402
	Image00403
	Image00404
	Image00405
	Image00406
	Image00407
	Image00408
	Image00409
	Image00410
	Image00411
	Image00412
	Image00413
	Image00414
	Image00415
	Image00416
	Image00417
	Image00418
	Image00419
	Image00420
	Image00421
	Image00422
	Image00423
	Image00424
	Image00425
	Image00426
	Image00427
	Image00428
	Image00429
	Image00430
	Image00431
	Image00432
	Image00433
	Image00434
	Image00435
	Image00436
	Image00437
	Image00438
	Image00439
	Image00440
	Image00441
	Image00442
	Image00443
	Image00444
	Image00445
	Image00446
	Image00447
	Image00448
	Image00449
	Image00450
	Image00451
	Image00452
	Image00453
	Image00454
	Image00455
	Image00456
	Image00457
	Image00458
	Image00459
	Image00460
	Image00461
	Image00462
	Image00463
	Image00464
	Image00465
	Image00466
	Image00467
	Image00468
	Image00469
	Image00470
	Image00471
	Image00472
	Image00473
	Image00474
	Image00475
	Image00476
	Image00477
	Image00478
	Image00479
	Image00480
	Image00481
	Image00482
	Image00483
	Image00484
	Image00485
	Image00486
	Image00487
	Image00488
	Image00489
	Image00490
	Image00491
	Image00492
	Image00493
	Image00494
	Image00495
	Image00496
	Image00497
	Image00498
	Image00499
	Image00500
	Image00501
	Image00502
	Image00503
	Image00504
	Image00505
	Image00506
	Image00507
	Image00508
	Image00509
	Image00510
	Image00511
	Image00512
	Image00513
	Image00514
	Image00515
	Image00516
	Image00517
	Image00518
	Image00519
	Image00520
	Image00521
	Image00522
	Image00523
	Image00524
	Image00525
	Image00526
	Image00527
	Image00528
	Image00529
	Image00530
	Image00531
	Image00532
	Image00533
	Image00534
	Image00535
	Image00536
	Image00537
	Image00538
	Image00539
	Image00540
	Image00541
	Image00542
	Image00543
	Image00544
	Image00545
	Image00546
	Image00547
	Image00548
	Image00549
	Image00550
	Image00551
	Image00552
	Image00553
	Image00554
	Image00555
	Image00556
	Image00557
	Image00558
	Image00559
	Image00560
	Image00561
	Image00562
	Image00563
	Image00564
	Image00565
	Image00566
	Image00567
	Image00568
	Image00569
	Image00570
	Image00571
	Image00572
	Image00573
	Image00574
	Image00575
	Image00576
	Image00577
	Image00578
	Image00579
	Image00580
	Image00581
	Image00582
	Image00583
	Image00584
	Image00585
	Image00586


