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EXTRACT rroy Mz, Wn. THACKERAY'S Rerots
DArsb 8T SEPTEMBER 1807.

i

Malabar extends from Kuwai to Cochin about ¥ miles. 1t cOntATE
~ about 7,249 square miles of which. Wynad may contain about 1260, Cochin about .
745, The count¥y along the sea coast and the banks of Rivers is well planted and
skofivd. but under the Ghats is hilly, woody, and thinly inhabited. Malabar 18
. inlérsbeted with better roads perhaps than any other providce in India, One road
 eflends down thio 564 coast from Kuwai o Cochin, another from Palghat thro’
Tiacherry to Kotiary, another from the Kotiary Ghat to Calicut. These are
% chiét #34ds which run up and down North and South. There are others which
' ohdis th6 ooutitry Hast and West, one from Palghat to the ses, one from Calicut to
Thtibacherry together with others in different directions, Trees, chiéﬁy Jack, are
planted on each side. Repairs are however necessary, and a tew more bridges and
soine choultries in so rainy & climate would be convenient.

_Over the numérotis rivers there are good ferry boats, These roads howeéver
“are more useful to the state as Military highways than to the Inhabitants for the
conveyance of trade. The inland navigation is so extensive that the trade of the
country may be in a great measure conveyed by water. Some improvement might
,be‘_madé; in the navigation by new cute. The Beypoor and Calicu rivers for
instance may be joined.” There are no Villages and few towns in Malabar except,
along the sea coast ; cvery man lives on his estate or his farm. The gardens are
usually enclosed with a high bank and deep gully like a rampart and ditch. Their
houses are built within these enclosures under the shade of Jack, Coconut and
Soopari trees. The high grounds are scarped into terraces one above the other
for the cultivation of dry grains, The valleys are laid out in rice fields; the houses
of the cultivators are built on the rising grognds which surround the valleys: the
prospect of a valley laid out in this manner surrouaded with risthg grounds
embellished with cottages.and plantations and then again overtopped with hills
cut into terraces is pleasing. There are many varieties of rice grown according to
soil and season which are chiefly watered by the rains. = They plough but slightly,
burn the roots and the grass turned up, manure with ashes, leaves, and in some
places with salt mad. The seed is sown trom March to July but chiefly in April
and May. The Harvest time is from July to January. ‘The accounts of produce
are not to be depended upon. Some lands are said to produce but three, some six-
teen fold, on the seed sown. .On some lands two, on some even three Crops are
annually produced. The first crop may be sown in April; after a month it is
weeded. It undergoes three weedings and in four months the grain is ripe. For
the second crop they plough from July to September and sow the seed which in
& mopth is transplanted weeded twice and in three months the grainis ripe. The
third crop is perhaps bad husbandry, but when it is resorted to, they plough and
gow in December or January, weed every month, and for want of rain are at last
" obliged to have recourse to small reservoirs of water.
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The dry cultivation is of little unportance,
a.n‘d stoncy, that along the sea coast sandy light poor soil, abont the ghats more
mixed with rich vegetable mould. The heavy rairs of Malabar and Canara seem
t? tear away tho soil and leave nothing but stones and sand, A few valleys are
tich because they become the veceptacles of the finer particles of mould which

st'op Where they can be carried no further, On the whole the soil of these pro-
vinees is poor.

The soif on the hills is gravelly

’?h‘ere are a great variety of casts in Malabar. The Brahmuns are fewer and -
less civilised than those of other provinces. They live by agriculture priesteraft -

and other occupations but are not employed as public Revenue servants, Malabar
i8 the only Province I have heard of in which the Brahmuns do not keep the
accounts.  The Nairs are divided into several classes ot whom fowr seem to be ot
Superior rank. The Nairs proper-The Menwan Nairs who are scribes and ac-
countants-The trading Nairs and Chakiar Nairs who trade, fight, and cultivate
the earth. There are three lower classes who follow arms and agriculture and
when not otherwise employed any lower occupations. The Nairs do not marry

like other Hindoos it is said, and in point of chastity, and sobriety they seem -

inferior to many other casts; but their courage and fidelity seem to compensate

in some degree for the want of those virtues. The Kolkar corps composed chiefly
of Nairs have distinguished themselves very much.

The towns along the coast are chiefly peopled with Mapillahs who originally

came from Arabia, and who have probably conducted the trade with the Red sea
gsince the time of Alexander the Great, They were early converted to the faith,

but tho’ they are fanatics they have retained or adopted some Malabar customs
which seem contrary to the Laws of the Prophet. They are cunning traders,

and cesperate robbers. They serve as Peons, possess land and turn their hand

to every thing. They are said to hate the Hindoo Idolaters by whom they are
equally detested. ’

The Teers and Mugwas are very industrious people who turn their hand to
any thing. The Teers have land and gre a very useful set ashore; the Mugwas
are boatmen, fishermen and equally useful on water.

Thero are few Christians in Malabar and no weavers or mauufacturers thab

deagrve much attention,

There seem to be six species of Chermurs or slaves who are like our Pariars,
No other cast are hought and sold as slaves in Malabar. They are said to have
been caught and domesticated by Parseram for the use of the Barhmins. They
are most likely the descendants of the Aborigines who were conquered by the
Chola Kings and who fled to the wonds, but were at lust driven by their wants
to prefer slavery and rice to starving freedom, Théy are generally but not always
sold with the Jand. A pair of slaves may be worth four pair ot Buffaloes. They

are also let ovt, and pledged, They get an allowance of rice and a cloth. They

some times run away but still remain in their servile condition. If reclaimed the
children they may have had during their stay, are divided between the old
master from whom they fied and the new. master to whom they resorted. I see
no weans of easing them immediately like our Pariars, They will by degrees be
converted into labourers,

"-tiOS,

~ the felling
~ the preservatio

_going so far back 1at

OV
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The little enquiry T could make and the Timber which I saw in the Calicut
River convinced me that thera is a great deal - of valaable teak in Malubar. fhe
value of the tree as it stands is small the expence of earriage by coolies and
£lephants tho’ it be brought but a little way “is what enhanc?s it.s. price.” .'J.‘he
forests are claimed by Nairs who pretend to the proprietary rizht in the soil or
trees, and have actually exercised this right by selling and mortgaging the trees
to Mapillah Merchauts. In order to establish the K\.Jonopoly. on sure g"rouﬁd;l
and just priaciples the Company ought to buy“up the rights of individuals xf t.here
are any privaté owners whose c}_a;ims it is hk.er ‘that the (?ourt ufJ u licature
will acknowledge. Having purchased up their rights and either bought up or
rolinguished the trees which have been actually solfi or mort:gaged to the Mer.
chants the Compagy witl possess the sole property in the soil and m‘the trees.
They may then cut, preserve, sell or keep tfor their own use, or for the Navy rv?xa.t
they please. The Native Merchants at Calicut complain of the Monopoly beciuse

they srelikely to lose the profits of the Trade but it appears to mo that they

‘sould have no right to complain if the Company were to buy up :;.H the proper-
rights, and compacts which the Courts are likely to recognize. They presented
a Petition to me but I reterred them to the Court and told them that the Com-

pany itself could not do them any injustice. Tl}e forests produce bub. little revenue -
. to the persons who now claim the property in th(?m bucause their poverty and
‘{g‘ugmﬁce keep them from making the most _°* tlfa timber—the wan'sg, thf means,
“and the bapital”bbthe Company will make it highly valuable-but the Company

‘<hould secure the property if they wish to keep up the Monopoly, because the
“Jaimants may get rich and cunning enough to make the most of the forest, and

ji;”ia‘;:ééfénd their claims in the Court, so that unless the arrangement is at first

securely concluded some difficulty may attend the Monopoly. Had orders fromt
home not actually arrived perbaps it would have' been as Wf}n to leave the fores
in the hands of the Natives, to give & good price for the t:mbfsr, and to prtahxbaﬁ
ipees under a certain size; a good price fcr good timber would make |
n and plantation of Teak an object to those who pretend to be

proprictors of the forest.

m‘;msg the whole of the land in Malabar cultivated and uncuitivated is

. i i full absolute property in -
rty and held by Jenm right which conveys f .

mv:ot; P;;f:y zoniectures might be formed about the origin of landed propert)t in

these cc;untries The Natives have many fables of God creating, or rather raising

Malabar and Casara out of the ses,’and givisg them to the Brahmins, Without
o antiquity it may be only gecessary' tot .observ: tfhzf v;e :
/ ied by a set of men who have had possession time out of mind.
%33 XZZ! lf:;:: t;(;?i‘:g, e{njoyed a Landlord’s rent, that they have ple.dged it for |
large sums which they borrowed on the security of the land, 'and that it hx?.s been
taken as good security so that at this day a very large sum is due to ereditors to
whom the Land is’ mortgaged. Had the creditors ever doubte'd tfhe va.!u?tty of
the Jenm title or imagined that Government would have ecalled it in question, it

iz not probable that they would have resigned their money on so precirious a

security, There are rules established time out of mind for the‘ transfer, Ieasa: and
mortgage of land and where a regular system of common-Law has been establishied
and observed time out of mind and where it appears in general reasonable and
applicable ib may be inferred that the object for which such a system was formed

i} .
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mu_st' exist, There is obstinate opinion and peneral tradit]

;a:;::geaz;idaréhqmty fof the title.- The neiggbouring coi‘;‘t::s f:f ;c;zf‘i:;xk ::?
- ! ,t anara ha.ve the same institution _and nearly the same rules re d:

i lpmva e p}-operty Whlc.h seem never to have been called in questi T Egar
gl;xe ];::glflgate wuthority except Tippoo appear to have admitte;]:his rivel;z

bave shown thO'-'emment appear to hz.w.e recognised it, and the people of Mal gb
hat they are able and willing to defend it with stron oo
.than va)rds and at all events whether the right existed or no ‘tﬂger arguments
impolitic and unjust to call it in question-so that [ think it wili lb W(()lul('l oe row
the Malabar Jelwkars do possess the full property in the soil. It i e al mitted th,.t
that the Lands originally belonged to the Pacodas an,»i a:t is almost cert.am
were largely alienated and from the Pagodas th: preaent‘ Jel :ve"ry oAy poriod
d.erxved their title. There is no doubt but that ms;n | edrfxl.dré
since Iyder's invasion. The Mappillahs under the M);’soiz :h;mr:ii)leﬁ:;:z;d
, K e

Company's Government, have probably possessed themsclves of Lands to which

they had no right bnt their individual usurpations do not affect the genoral rights
; rig

or proprietors

ot the Jelmkars who consider ir ri
their rights a i
2 s valid and sacred as the country . -

Gentlemen in England.

The J i
bacome exreilnnclt b‘;%gih‘;om’eyz full, absolute property in the land is not liable to
bis Tand as ho pleases jbor esertion. The Jelmkar or proprictor can dispose of
Individnglbe o B yf exe'cutfng the deeds of transter he transfers it to an
heirs it esche{ on he forfeits it to the sovereign. If he dies intustate without
ats to the state; but as the Jelmkars claim the right of adoption

and the power ot devising their Lands to whom they please but chicfly to Pagodas
(N W 0% y 0 ag.if‘;!‘!’a .

Land seldom reverts to the state for want of heirs

The Je e o
he pledfes G;]]T I;ilr n;a:} 3lsp0§e of 'h‘S estate in a variety ot ways. By Kyoedoo Otii
ges lis Land and delivers it over to the Mortgagee. In this case the pro-

prietor receives from the !
wves from the Mortzasee two thirds of the value of the estate, but

:}i??:lnzga; ;jxiz;z‘gtir{:ty OIfl Interest .in the Land, v.v*h-zch may be valued at one

the Land befnre‘he 100:; the must alienate this rex.nammg guantity of Interest in

the adjustinent of rent, ; Sd o chatagter of a prop neto.r -+ Rules are established for

of the lund on th and interest between the parties, gnd for the redensption
e payment of the sum received by the proprietor.

Ottt is anoth . :
her contract nearly the same ; or rather another term for the same

transaction. Ib both cases th
D E ¢ Mortgagee or tenant in possession pays the surplus
of rent above his interest to the propri(ﬁor P pays the sarple

Otti Kooll :
exist respectin th anum 1s nearly the same, it there be a difference, it seems to
appear tg bo f t 13 rtt;les for the redemption of the Land. These three contracts
ea >

n ote of those 1 .ry 1 e same. When the proprietor has ounce dipped his estate
lons extrav; u-]vays he 18 often un?.ble to pay off ihe incumbrance ; the same indo-
will probanl giblf}e or. bad luck which forced him at first to incumber his estate
tract termedy(; t}g‘; him to borrow again, In this case he executes another con-
amount of whi lhl empoorum aud receives s further sum from the tenant the

s ich is regulated on a certain proportion of the Whole value and he

resigus a further proportionate quantity of interest in the land. The chief ad-.

_vantage which the tenant
“keeps the whole rent with
is supposed so great that the whole

intefast.

1t the necessities ot the prop i
! ¢utes the Ner Moodul, as it 18 termed, and receives a further percentage on the

" swhols value of the estate and res

‘deems to have the 0

- Moodul.
Lenant bas converted the tenure by pledge into » kind of frechold,

~ age appear to be

_ the others to actual transfer.

 eransactions are in  reality transfe
' gréater interest in the land than the original proprietor bu

consequenti

3.;-(')1 a landowner.
' forros ‘anid cerernonies with the consent of the next heir,

5
appears to derive from this second transaction is that he

out acoounting to the proprietor, for the second advance
ront can go no farther than discharge the.

rietor require a further advance of cab he exe-

jgns'ao much more of his interest which becomes
ea faint that there is Jittle chisnes . of redemption. There appears to be some dit-
ference in different plicea in ;_di_é conditions of the Ner Moodul. In some the option
of redemption seems ©0 reside with the tenant, in some the Qriginal proprietor still
phion ot redeeming the Land upon the payment of a fine in ad-
dition o the debt. The KoodimaNer seems to be nearly the same as the Ner
Where the option of redemption has gone, the long possession of the

There seem to be some varieties and niceties in the terms and conditions of

these transactions in different placas which can ouly be ascertained in the Court,
All these deeds do not seem to be in use every where, nor does the same percent-
aniversally paid, There is another deed termed Jelmum Pon-
he Ner Moodal and approaches nearer than any of
'On executing this deed the proprietor receives &
b almost his whole intevest in the Land. All these

rs of property because the temant acquirss &
t i order to compleat

termegd is executed

‘nujum which usually tollows ¢

further adyance and parts wit

the sale another transaction follows, The Ottiper as it is
which 1rrevocably and completely transfers the property.

The Ottiper must follow the other desds and appears to ‘be invalid unless
they are previously exocuted so that in thoge parts of the country where the three
al deeds, the Ottikimpoorum, and Ner Moodul, are usual the two last
are some times executed ab the same time with the Ottiper, merely to observe
forms but in some places it would appear that the execution ot the Ner Moodul

y fo the absolute trapsfer of the property by

is the ouly necessary preliminar
Ottiper, The Ottiper seews to be in general use and known by the same term from

Kurwar to Cape Comorin.
In this manner the proprietor gradually divests himself of his interest in the
Jand as his necessities oblige him to gxecute these prelimivary acts until by the

Ottiper he looses the character, as he had before lost the most essential attributes

Originally this final contract was usually executed with sundry
the knowledge of the

prince and in the presence of & certain nuwber of witnesses.

There are various modes of letting land on lease. Kaunumpatom is whera

© the land-lord lets his Jand receiving a sum in advance from the lessee which may
be considered either as & loan, or as security for the dne payment of the rent-the

tenant retains so much of the rent as will discharge his claim for interest and pays

the remainder to the proprietor.

Ponnyumpatum seems to be nearly the same, It sa leage where the rent

and interest of the sum advanced by the tenant seem secarity for each other,
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Another mode of leasing land is where the rent of so many yesrs is calenlated:
and advanced by the tenant to whom the Land is made over for as many years
as will repay him, : :

Warrumpatum is plain lease, Kaori Kanum is a leass on favorable terms for
the improvement of land, and the rules established for' the cultivation of waste,
and improvement of cultivated land seem wella.dgpfed ) ' o

These may be called leasobold tenures, There ave others.or wgmm
terms for the same transactions-admi Jenmum seems to be whets : low, petple
such as artificers hold small spots of ground from Rajahs and great mem. It.
‘seems the genteel way for Rajahs and grest men to alienate ground. ~The other
terms and tenures I do not understand the Vakkeels in the Zillah Court will have
an ample field in arguing and explaining these tenures which it would require
many years practice to understand thoroughly. The gentlemen who have written
on Malaber, especially Major Walker have amply discussed these tenurés, all these
transactions combine the natures of lease and mortgage which mest likely aross:
from the deficient administration of Justice. In former times when'once #! *{t
got possession, it was difficult to turn him out again, exoél;f by 'ipm‘e of arms.
Tho proprietor therefore insisted on .4 sum in advance by way of security for his
rent. The deeds which serve to regord these. ‘tmwgions are drawn 0“"'-51?,*;”
peculiar character which may be fermed the hlack Jetter of Malabar. The Rajahs’
have a peculiar character and rules in.their mﬂﬂm&wns. -

e

The lands are so deeply involved and alienated by these contracts that in
many cases the Jelmkar or original praprietor only receives an handfulof greit:
or measure of ghee asan acknowledgment of his title. In some cuses the Job ‘
in others the tenant, in others:the .cultivator pays. . the land, W it
Iand varies, but it is said that land sells for 20 years purshase.reckoning on the

clear rent, If this is the case Jand sells' for mqre.‘than,jn, Qensrawhich is owing

either to the less improved state of the Malabar ;lapd..or ‘m;g’:qgcoalment ?f {he
real rental. If land is eapable of improvement it is more. v alusble in proportion to

rent it. If the real rent is greater than the ostensible, it will appear to sell for .

more in proportion to the ostensible rent.

The difficulty of absolute transter may perbaps injure the interests of agn- B
culture, and the Courts may bit on.spme methods of. simply{ying . the i;plﬁg, shd
transactions relating to land. The incambrance -on-the land.bas been congidered

aClog upon improveraent. The Mopillers are the greab purchasers and, mortgagoeos ;

their industry, wealth and habits ‘of business spem. to 'give them some advantage

over the Nairs; however it is perhaps in o great measure the money . of the

Mopillers which gives such value to the lands in Mahb&\‘,GOV?mmmt‘mm
nothing to do with the kanum, or, incambrance on the landed preperty 5"“}3"““ i
care must be taken to prevent any coliusive management by which the oollactlon"f*“

the land tax may be impeded.

Land seems to be more valuable in the northern thsn in the southern. dd
tricts because the land tax is lighter. In Cotiote and: the uorthern districts $hiey

are said to pay only 50, in the soythern. districts 80 per cent. of the rent tq"i

vernment. In both cases.the proportion paid as land tax may be exaggar

drated

o)

“bowever they must still pay more to the southward. This inequality is owing to
tire natare of the country.. The southarn districts are more op:a wiore armies
- c.n act, and most likely in a few years Tippoo would have fore:d the people there

to have paid the whole rent to the Sirkar~they would shen have lost their
property in the land and have virtually become farmers like the Ryots in the
Ceded district.  But Cotiote and the Northern districts of Malabar were never
thioroughly subdued by the Mysoie Government and it is only now that we are
beginning to estabhish our anthority there-the strength ot the country has enabled [/
the peopie to detend their ront, and remain Landlords. Perbaps the strength of
the country along the ghauts is the true cause of the existence of private property
in tke suil which the Inhabitants of Bednore, Canara, Malabar and [ravancore not
only claim but have been generally ready to support by force of arms. It wouid

“most likely have existed every where buc in other parts of India acmies of nocse

could carry into immediate execution the order of a despot, who never admitted of

.1 private property because his wauts incited, and his power enabled him to draw
.tis whole landlords rent. .

The succession to landed property is guided by the same rules which govern
the succession to other real property. ln these casts in which the sisters son
perfrms the tuneral ceremontes he suuceeds asheir. In those where the succassion

fulivws the common Hindoo jaw the syns pariorin the ceromonies, anl succsed to
“the ostate. The same rules seem geuerally to prevail except perhaps with some

shght differences respecting the elder brothers portion in dividing estates among

* colwirs. In the one cast the Estate is divided among the sons, a3 it is in other
parig of India, in the other among the sisters or rather among their sons, The
“suceession of the sisters son has no particular effect upon, nor d)es it arise parti-

cilarly trow the institution of private property in the soil. It probably arises trom

_the ancieny privilege of the Brahmins to visit the wowen, for when they esta-

Lished the v Lierarchy they probably wanted solliers and misteesses. ‘Lhey
jutroducsd the Nawrseand they'have continued the custom ever since~the hoad
e ns wost likoly became Rajahs as they havs in most other places, anl oy
Gegrecs got possession of the lands-as the fathers of the children were uncervain
the succession followed the woher about whom uo mistako could arise, 1this
appears w0 we to be the origin ot this extraorainary cusiom, which waen once
eotaolished among the Folite Nairs became fashionable, and was a iopted by tha
sther casts, even by the fanatic Mopillers who are tollowers of tue prophet ; the
Nair 15 sa.d never to marry like otuer Hindous-he tocws a teiporary connection
w.th any youug woman that pleases him, whih lasts while tiiey continue taithtul,
t e chiliven he has notbing 10 do with; they belung to the family ot tue lady,
"Tids wversion to wedlock so contrary to the usual castows, ideas and religion of the

1iinduos has probably given rise to a rule ol succession as cuntrary to tneic
- gencral customs.

At a very early period it is probable that Malabar was conquarad by a king
from abuve the ghauts who est.blished the P’agodas und Malabar was governed by
a lheocracy. The Nairs way have been estailished ut thie saunz time by the cou-
querer or called in by the Brahwuns as a Military bady to supp et the Guvarn-
ment in the same manner that the Velmah Dhorahs were iutroduced o tha
Northern Sirkars. 1n process of time they obtained setulemsnts on the land-the



8

head Peons probably took advantage of
and became Rajals at
iadepen.}

opportunities of aggrandising themselves .
& remote poriod-they continuad ¢ gavern Malabar like
“0b priases bt sUll as Doputies of the Go ls who cosided in tho Parodas
until ;Is'c?er’s invasion A, b, 1760 There is no proof thut any regular land tax
existed in Malabar previous to that event-tradition and general vpinion seom to
deny it-the state of Traverkore whers it is said there was no regular land tax
gives probability to this opinion, while the former state of Canara whero there
has been a regalarland tax for many centurics renders it some what doubtiud,
The proprietors of land were certainly bound to render mili:ary service, and tnost
likely fo contribute 20 per cent, in case of invasion. The pag das and the Raj.lis
had lands of their own. The Rujahs had other sources of  venue tiom fines,
royalties, impost, personal taxes and plander which w

There was no army besides the Militia, nor any expensive estiblishments 10
support, so that there does not se-m to have heen auy necessity for a general
land tax, nor had the Rajahs power perhaps to collect one, It is ouly great.
states that want, or in India can collect the laud revenue easily.

ere safli ient to suppurt them

Hyder sent an army into Malabar in 1760 and came himself in 1766-he sub
dued the country, and according o his custow drove ont most of the itajahs exceps
those who conciliat.d him by immediate subwission—duriny the war of i763 the
Rajahs occasioned :omo disturbance, but in 1771, he carnebdcwn hiwsslf and re-
established his aath rity. In 17382 Asshad Beg Khan was appointed his depary
who made <onsiderable progress in subduing and settling the Coun'ry. His~
settloment of the revenue is s2id to be the foundation of t
but there are some d jubts about his
was never thoroughly subdued and se

great Governments which Lave exis

hat of the Com=aissioners,
assessment aad coliections—for as Malabmg
ttled Lke the conutries onl,zlsg@ﬁ“,“?@fﬁw the
reti i the fentnsula, Lbere\iﬁ.“"""i'egu}ar,?ﬁm.
blishwent of Villuge Beg'stors, Eren the Menwans who now keep the xw‘lﬂfl
accounts are not oa the swine footiug as the hereoiiary Curnums of the atier
Proviuces-nor are they so skilful 4 accounts,

In 1787 it is said that things were gring on pretty well but in 1738 Tippoo
came down and proposed to the Hiadoos the tiue faith and not ermtens with
empty propositions ahout religion he lavied a contribntion on his inf.lf su jats
and began the plous work of couversion by forzibly circumeising a great many
Brahwuns, Nairs aad others whom he tbufaghb war oo uving of Paralise—inis
produced a serious rebellion bus he sent a large force, resurned himselt naxe yeur
aud 85 vigorous was his admin'siration that i spite of relizion ho dr.ve ot tho
Rai.lhs and re-estah'ished his authorisy —he tairly bulisl she o .iof of -]‘L’,‘;;","Iﬁy-r:}v
and civeumcised Wl tie natives he coull gob bwid ok 1815 not 10 be supprsed thiat
much revenue cuuld be collected, or fnancial business
ot confusion.,

arranged during this scene

The war between the En
couraged the Retugee Rajahs
raised contribations in the naw
ceived Cowle from oar Off
Comwmissionery ivhz) were a
not know whut!

who collected followers, sallied into Malaba- and
o of aliies of the Honorable Company. They ro-
cers which seems afterwards to have puzzled the
poointed oa the conquest of the province and who did

glish and Tippoo broke out in 1790, when we en-

aer the Rajabs were to be  considered as allies OF Bubjects-soutu

ot thera set up ‘Ip{ty pretensions to independent au_thority, However at lasbka,
gettlément was formed with them and they were put mto' the mana.jgeu‘xent of thoir
districte, It may be salely said thzyt the Rajahs WcI’f’, sither too weak to man 1.5"a
their districts, which happened to the southward chiefly, or too strongy to. sub nit
to our Government which happened to the nOl‘fzf'IWa.t‘d chiefly, and to thl‘S cause
moat of the subsequent disturbances may be attribaved-a scens of coafusion and

n sccumulation of balances eunsued which has only been lately changed for a
*

better order of things. Commissioners, Superintendants, Commictfes‘and Collect-

‘ h other, but however zealous aud able they might have been,
o succe et ea;;ablishe‘d in Malabar. The Revenue was inadequate yet not col-
°'d%“l”s nog(;svernment was lenient yet rebellions ensued. The Mopillah reb.l-
]ected Th; :hward' the Cotivte rebellion to the Northward were civil wurs
hppjw;it:r;;:d the cz’)untry and prevented any financial arrangewents. This de-

vfjo’!mb‘fé state of affairs may be in great degree attributed to the installation of the

Tajabs, for the Mysore Government seem to have managed pretty well when they
]

tipid of the Rajahs, and we have only begua to estabiish our authori'ty gince the

tiﬂ bueen shut out trom any interference with the Revenues, 'I'he balanc:
Ba]ﬂ hsthtz:ve (;:mce of Mulabar when it was transterred to the Madras Govera-
e tt:,tzi at Pagodas 3,29,84l-,,-, which was due on the 30th Sept=oer
W’(;llt ‘1:;“ accordin?,{ to Major Macleod an average balance on each year of
:’igo'das 3§,£04-‘26-5‘2 for nine Fusly yoars commeoncing with Fusly 1202,

Settlement. Ba'anze 1:t

Septr. 1801,

"usl - 2,64326 9 50 46,706 25 30
oty 1122?)?, . 519122 12 45 87,323 14 90
" 1204 g . 351,236 14 20 21,169 2 19
" e05 w 892379 716 BL624 28 17
” 906 e 40:,524 3 34 10,844 1 1o
T e 412,526 3L 2 5774 16 46
" ;}32 e 447,545 L1 41 47,524 G 4L
S e AG4TA3 37 62 17,046 37 5)
” iz‘i?) .. 508399 23 30 81,140 41 17

37,92,956 24 24 8,25,84) 29 72

421,428 21 29 36,204 26 52

Avcrage 21,42 21 28
Deduct balat.ce 56,
Avcidge Collection 3.85,223 36 57

As the principle of assessment recommended in Mr. Rickard’s lfat,ter .o.f tho
92ud February 18u4 has been adopted and conﬁrr‘ned by your Lordship’s &hll':l'.le
of the 22nd April 1804, The Buard of Revenue xpft)rmed Mr. Warden,. tl;; (ji”. -
lector, of the rcsolution of Government on thk? a?t,'l May 1804 and Mr, ag-'\.r;
1ssued a pfO(tlarnation in consequence as the pmflcxple of asse?s.m».ent has been‘ ?e
and’in rédipect to rice fields is in every respect just and politic it only remains to

;oamy it into execuiion,

Rl
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. The land tax i ;
, ¢ land tax is to be fixed at 60 per cent. of the land rent derivable to the

owners of rice fields,

V = i

Q
Suppose the land requires 10

6 prodoce will b seers to sow it and that it produces 12 fold

The seed urain is deducted " voe l?g
L ’ 1 1 |
Amount equal to seed is deduced for charges romane ‘ig' L
Of this remainder the 1 remains .. 100,
r the land owner takes 3rds the tenant 4 whichis 334
{he landlord’s clear rent js ... 'Bﬁirdl‘ |

The Sunts o
ment ofelzn??,?::tb- ofbseed and pr?duce are no doubt false~therefore the stato-
. given n by the Inhabitants mast be chacked by survey-by @xamining

the arreemen )
3 uts between landiord and tenaut-by actual experiment, by Sowing
- i g 'y e g
heir Oath in cases where fraud is

10ajing certain fields-by putti :
tting ¢ art
suspected. yP g the partiesto t

By 4 : .
fielis “Z}t:ie?eﬂ? ?thods the Coliector will be able to ascertain the rent of the rice
Lo v t. :ll cient acc‘uracy-'the compleat measurement and survey of the paddy
cister of l:md: uni{i - nl(: o o oy subisiastory, becauss thore is fm o
gist, and because the uncertain estimate b : - ]
o seed m i
the more accurate actual square measurement of theyl-md ght be set as;de .fof

Th i : Co
sy o o gt {0 the pra o sved and o gretor dogree o
N, Into the public ; T
some districts has been made anIr)! thxc 1 well as privato acoounts, 10 ST o

t'htst a survey s more the business
tae =

¢ survey should be continued-however I think
avereign is proprietor as in th of the proprietor than the S.O vereign'  Where
H s in the Ceded Districts a sarvey is necassary, bat it

\V()uld seem ‘h . .
i hat in countries . . .
50 necessary, | Where land is private property a survey is not

1f the propriet dt
01‘ ﬂn 3 7, M .
enant have accounts on which they can come to a

settlement 3 .
e L landatl;iut t'llfi erent,bthe Sovereign may upon that same accounts be able to
ciples will it 1 .estima t;};(rlo bablf-; amount of land tax on rice ficlds on these prin-
be 6/10th of the rental ot \; : 13’40'000 Pags, This is the sum which appears to
lector must take everj' ;e;.ilzftz;rvm;tgf enquircs hithorto mads, but the Gl
he i3 pre o , ® reatal may be ascertal
foat 5;:::3’ ;:gl::““t;d with the report, he ought tg )dividist}e:::};zﬁem;:n; 2:2
Ofiicers should procc’ze p en upon Vﬂla:ges then upon individuals, The revenne.
assessment-or rather Lh:}‘ Ifanf?erb with the principal Inhabitants to divide tho':
it bo done fairly, In ﬂ‘;n :Sjlb“ams nghif to ba lett to assess themselves so that
the people will com ;la_inv (’ (;essz'nenti of districts, it one district is rated to&,high
(e people of each Plainand pomt out others where it may be o lowaby 8
propie ot each district will endeavour to shitt off their own shoulders aq‘maéh

‘contri

* “taken as land or tree tax in Malabar.
" pow be wrong to alter it, and as the Inhabitants will

of the public burthen as they can, The people of highly assessed districts will
therefore point out any frauds which may have been practised in other districts
to conceal the true rental. In Villages a similar jealousy of their neighbours and
o desire to relieve themselves will produce the same enquiries, and bring out the
same information about the rent—and the Individual proprietors of each Village
will endeavour to relicve themselves by throwing the burden on their rieighbours —
they will te!l of each other’s rents, and by a proper use ot all this information the
Collector may be enabled to cqualize the lnd tax, If after promoting this kind

ot jealousy no complaints of partial assessment should bs made he will have the

satistaction of thinking the settloment oqual, It may be objected that this plan

of making the people as ', were assess themselves or rather divide the land tax

fixed by Government on the province among themselves is unnecessary because

the amount of rent may be ascertained by other means, and impolitic, because

leading men i each district thro’ the connivance of the Revenue servants may

ve to ease themselves, by shifting part of the burthen on their simpler

neighbours, but I consider that every possible means ghould be reserted to which

promises 0 equalize the assessment, and I suppose that the activity of the Revenue

servants will prevent any abuses. At all events this plan promises to equalize and

prevent abusc in the settlement, and it is usual T believe in Europe, and I know 1t

is common in India where many Villages are rented in bulk it may be termed, and

the farmers divide the assessment among themselves according to their means, I

theretore recommend to the Collector to pursue this plan or any modification of it

which circumstances may render necessary.

Respecting garden productions which are a considerable object of revenuo in
Malabar I cannot entirely concur with. Mr. Rickards. Garden productions are

Cocoanut, Betel, Pepper and Jack.

There have been long discussions about the produce of cocoanut trees. Mr,
t that they produce on an average 19 nuts, Major Macleod
dmit that they produce 24 nuta annually from each bearing
tree, The truth is that it is impossible to ascertain the produce. Some good trees,
well taken care of in a aood soil and situation may yield five hundred nuts in a year,
others in a bad soil and neglected will not produce -a dozen. It is calculated that
there are about thirty lac of good trees in. Malabar, The young trees are termed
shishoo or pupils until they bear, and together with the old are deducted. 1000
good bearing trees are gaid by the Ryots to pro luce 25,000 nuts annually which
at By*Pagodas 2-5-,, per 1,000 are worth Pagodas 62-5-,, and ‘may produce a rent
of By*Pagodas 42-5. It is probable that the produce and rent is greater, because
in Canara where plantations are not so great an object it is confessed that they
produéé more. I think that it is an absurd attempt for the sovereign to endeavour
to count the cocoanuts of a large province and to fix a tax on sach an account.
Some other general grounds must be resorted to, to correct it.

Rickards makes it ou
42 nuts. The Ryots a

* Tt was proposed that one third of the gross produce of gardens should be
As this principle has been adopted it would
always conceal a great deal
of the produce it may not be necessary to mitigate the rate. But what reason 1s
there for adopting one principle for rice ficlds, another for gardens? The tax on

,Ikkairy near Seringapatam, and were adopted by

% By — Bohaudry. Gold Pagodas wero issned by the Rajah of
Monual of Administration Vol. 111, Page 643.] EG,

Hyder Aliubder the name of the Bahsudry Pagoda. [vide Madras



Note.—1 vear that
16,000 cocoanut
trees have been
hewn down since
I loft Canara inthe
Cundupeor district.

s supported by one Jack tree is termed
b1
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rice fields has Le . -
ds has Leen fixed as it ought to be on the rent or neat produce, the tax on

g?;:;ij;u;hz: nltnzt\l-ilz HOt.to be one woul‘d imagine, the gross produce, The
ways the sam in pro ,(,rt‘e a just standard either for rent or tax because.n.qt 8:1_
The excellent prinei )1Ic : 1100t to the expence afld ‘labour bestowed in raising it
In wy humble OPiniim tli i ei lfy your Lordship in respect to rice fields shounld
Gardens nay be taxed at\T}r)e heen extended to gjau'den's but with some reserve.
fake as land fax bu;; thep l-t es are‘J of the rent. ‘jvhlch Government may CI.:[OOSG to
which money inve ted i-nllI ?resi; o! thg sum orlglrfally expeoded and th? risque to
deducted. However as unce {”‘I_lt? is always liable ought to bc?'consmlered and
sented and will conceal o ]xet Pé‘lﬂglpxe has been f'ixed, as the Inilabxcants have con-
the gardens on the ‘ I?fl of the produce I think that the Collector may assess
2 prineiples recommended by Mr. Rickards,

imao?ui;ec&z :;;iix({!ixfmbm}l it oIs c‘oml.)uted amount (o 1,20,0600 1'agodas but I
ﬁft.haot the gross )mciucee‘sg tm?g hird it will not be woro than une fourth or one
not, less than 5 érlﬁ 1:10 1(),{ 1))a<, ; NGovemme“t get 1,20,000, the total produce is
afford to pay wore t];qn afao_na, that the‘ People neither will, nor can p({thaps
amount of garden f'(;r] one (;urth (_3,1° one f.ihh. The Collector must a?certam the
1,20,000 or wore ,E;(‘ "\L;.Ce and as his enquiries way tarn out must either fix on
fods that an); (“Q;iﬁfrc mg:; tg the result ot his investigations. Tf the Col}?ctor
When the Colleclop hazrﬁiz:} :1’: 1’:37 s lfess than /oth the tax ought to be raised.
of Revenue, cnd under their O«)’;}:"l‘;sma;: f © tax he ought to report t(.) th.e Board
Villages with their ow Se8S 1%16 ?lxmounb on the districts and
3 1 own consent and cooperation 1w the mode I have recom-

mended. °
FERTEL X

o S A 9. L :
pec iepf’;:l ;}1:1:{)1 :o{iei;; z:xictlly taxed, 1 should think any ‘more ‘th;m any o;.lher.
v 38 chietly propagated from cuttings, and as muc) as

while young. during the a vine. It requires muc:h care especially
g auring the hot weather it must be watered and its roots mush be

sheltered with leaves i 1 1
ith Jeaves. It has been proposed to seb it aganst poles instead of

Jil('k trec Ty .
es. 1 should think that trees were best because tiees grow, produce Jack

:oult?ut{ifdng :?f‘?s ﬂfford some nourishment to the v.ine whereas poles rot, produce
, ’ ven give shelter to the vine. 'The vine bearz about the 4th or 5th
fleua;l zix:(ihirto?tuzi,‘ sowe eal?ulations ‘make it 3 some 7 pm}nds weight-but the
a‘-‘COrdi.nu o qoﬂ" tes according to the number o{‘ vines flﬂd size of the su.p;-)orter

e T and culture that it is diftienlt if not impossible to ascertan the
?:6?:12’ t:;;g?’g‘)’:xsz:}ccd on one vine, It bas h(?wuzver been usual for Govenf.
share shall be‘ ) goétt;e supposed produce and it has bczcn_propos.cd that this
supposed ﬂVel’age,o f, some plans recommend an anpual inspection some &

productiveness,

i

Any direct t: ’ ]
¥y direct tax upon the produce must act as a check on the production of

pepper. The tythes in Fngland which are reckoned at 1 /10th only were found 80

reat a ¢ . s . X
’;gur e in texh{ZCk d\l‘p(m the cultivation of some valuable productions that the legisla-
red in regard to some species and the farmers were said to keep their

la .
! xtngz un;)er grass tor pasture in some parts of the country merely to avoid the .

; » 1 - s S ;
oW » 3 or even jth taken in the way of a tythe cn the gross produce of

pepper must copsequently discourage its growth more than the 1/10th which is

e

" loss from the wan

‘ land tax on

*i
e
p——— T

1

taken as a tythe. In England such taxes or tythes are always odious and dis-
courage cultivation. Besides } or even 4rd of the gross produce are more than the
cultivator can afford to pay altho’ levied in a more unexceptionate manner. The
interest of the money originally expended in making the pepper garden must be
deducted from its rent and Government have a right to take a share of what
remains of tha ground rent ~perhaps they have no right to participate in that part
of the rent which is appropriate to pay the profits of the capital invested in the
plantation—at all events they have no right to share in that which goes to com-
the risque to which stock invested in nice plants is always liable. The
{he annual charges, the risque from accidents to the garden, the
¢ of a market for the pepper make any direct tythe or tax on
the produce tmpolitic and unjust. But in whatever shape it be levied it ought not
to exceed 1/5th of the produce. Indeed the Ryots will never pay more because
they will conceal the real produce, and while they agree to pay i, § or any other
proportion they will take care that it shall in reality amount to no more than
ith or ith or they will relinquish the culture.

13

pensate for
original expence,

It appears to me needless for Government to afford any particular encourage-
ment _for the grow:h of pepper, or any other prcduction. If they take a fixed
: the ground rent they affovd the owner the means of cultivating what
he pleases. If the demand for pepper be great the owner of the land will culti-
vate pepper, if the demand is less he will cultivate some thing which is in greater
request. By relieving the land appropriated to any particular produce from alt
tax Government in reality offers a bounty for its production, and may thus pro-
mote the culture of what is not wanted and discourage the production of what s
in great demand and would have otherwise been cultivated. Government shounld
tax the land equally whatever it may prodace and if they wish to draw a separate
the article they should do it by a duty or a licence. At present I
no great demand for the pepper of Malabar and sondah™ when it
is in greater request it will be cultivated with more spirit, Pepper theretore should
not be taxed direct, the land on which it is grown should be taxed like similar
contiguous land, nothing but a tax on ihe ground rent should be levied direct and

Government may make up the deficiency by a duty. ]

revenue from
believe there is

The proprietor in that case would nerther be urged to the culture of a parti-
cular kind by a bounty, nor deterred by a tytne. Pepper is an article ot which but
a small proportion will be consumed in the country, its surplus must be exported,
A duty on exportation ic much less burthensome than a direct tax on production
especially so heavy a tax as $ or 4+ which has been proposed. Coilectors have
had no scruple to propose to. take § or 4 of the gross produce in the shape ot a
tythe, and the proposal does not seem to have raised many objections, but when a
duty of 30 or 50 per cent, is proposed there is an outery against it as an intolera-
ble oppression. Yet on considering the subject it will appear that 4 duty ot 30 or

50 per cent. is infinitely less oppressive than a direct tax or tythe ot 30 or 50
per cent,

The quantity of pepper exported and likely to be exported must be estimated
and a duty be laid upon it at such a rate as shall make good any loss which may

* Ste, some day 7
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be inlcurred by the remission of the tythe, -
be found taxable as rice land a considerab
would therefore be necessary to be taken in

which pepper grows be unequal to a land
pay vo land tax,

such a scattered i

If the land on which pepper is grown
le sum will be raised as¢ land tax ; less
the shape of a duty : but it the laud on
tax that is if similar contiguons land
more must be taken in the way of a duty, pepper is cultivated in
SN rregular manner that a land tax will perhaps produce little or
g a duty therefors must be levied, It may be said that it is difficalt to
prevent smuggling, but with proper attention it might be prevented, halt the year
thez could not smuggle out any article either by aca or land, becanse the ports and
Egsmgs‘are‘ equally shuf,‘ up by the' monsoon : neither ships nor bullocks can pass from
May till September. The vexation which cugtom house offices occasion is much

less than the assessment of each vine would produce, the embezzlement of customs
than the frauds of a tythe.

+

. Respecting the high lands, their produce is brifling and ravenue unimportant,
t has been computed at 8000 Pagodas, It is proposed to take half the rent of

such lands making an allowance for thoss years during which the high lands are
lett fallow. N

When the permanent settlement has been concluded on these principles the
pectple are to pay whother thay cultivate or no. I should wish to adopt s plan to
which some objections have been raised in India but which seema common in S0mo
part of Europe, and even to obtain in some cases in England. 1f any deficiencies
should happen, and the estate of the defaulter should from circumstances not
scll for the amount of the arrear the balance ought in my opinion to be levied on
the Village in which it occurs in case it does not amount to more than 10 per
cent, of the land tax of the whole Village. If the deficiency amounted to more
than 10 per cent. it should be asssessed in the district, but should nut exceed 10
ver cent. of the district land tax, that iz the superindiction on the Village should
in no case exceed tho 10 per cent. on its whole land tax, the superin&ictibn on the
district should ot exceed 10 per cent, on its land tax. |

The Government should in no case interfere between the proprietor and the
tenant any .further than o secura the due realizabion of their own land tax from
the person in actaal possession of the land,

Respecting the Charch lands Government ought to manage bhe estates and
expenses of the churches, the persons who hold church lands ought to pay their
rent to the Collector, who must see that the repairs, ceremonies, &c. are pro-
perly pertormed,

The Rajabs who have lands of their own ought to be subjected to the same
land tax and the same rules as the other proprietors,

A Register ot lands and land tax due upon them ought to be carefully kepb
and annually corrected-the name of the Estate, its owner, the amount of rent, of
land tax, seed Besjamin* requisite to sow it, measurement, should be all registersd-
the amount of the land tax should be ealenlated in money in veroy fanaws, rupees
and Star Pagedas. / -

* « Beejam” 35 Sanskrit for ssed, 'The exact weaning of Beejamin has not been treced. Ed,

FERTIN - .
* . e

No deeds, transfers or transactions regarding landed property ought to be
valid in the Court of Judicature unless recorded in this Register.

The lands of Rebels way be given up to their next heirs, or sold according to
the circumstances of the case.

The Collectors aught to begin immediately and assess two or three Viila:ges
in each District upon the new principle, correst the inequalities, and theu submit &
atatement of the whale to the Board as soon ag possible. I do not foresee any difficulty
in regulating the Revenue rate of exchange. The rent in kind must be converted
into money at an average of the prices of at least 10 years-and the Land t:fxx on
each estate be caleulated in Veray Fanams, Rupecs and Star Pagodas; then if the
Viray fanams should disappear in the course of time no mistakes will arise res-
pecting the coins. At present the Veray fanams it converted into Star Pagoda:s
in the public accounts at a rate higher than they ought to bear the consequence 18
that the revenue is nominally higher than it is in reality, The Company how-
ever do not Jose, eveu nowinally unless the Malabar coin is carried ouf to some
other Province. because their disbursements are made ab the same rate as their
collections. ‘The troops indeed lose in sowe cases. This inconvenience exists in
ome degree n every part of the Company’s Territory, batanse the revenue rate of
oxchange at all Cutcheries and pay offices is not the sawe. The only way to remedy
this inconvenience geverally would be to have a new coinage, or if that be not done
to assay all the voins in the country, and order all Collectors and Pay Officers to
receive and disburse at the same rate, 'This general principle has been explained
in Major Munro’s letter to the Board of Reveuue dafed * and to the
Committee ol Finance dated ¥ In the mean time the partial inconvenience
selt in Malabar may be remedied by adopting a new table of vevenue rates of
cxchange.  This might be done by comparing the Coimbatore, Malabar and Ca-

wara revenue rites with the bazar rates, and making an average of them; but this

would he a slovenly way. Twenty ot each coin might be sent to Madras, and
assayed, o be assayed in Malabar, and the revenue exchange fixed as thig assay;
Ak ¥y T, ok At ' . .

but this wanld also be o slovenly way. A general rate if not a new coinage ought

to he introduced immediately.

in Major Macleod's time the uproar against his rates of exchange arose from
two cireumstances which he perhaps did not sufficiently consider, from interfering
with the Bazar rates, and from rectifying the Revenue rates without making a
deduction to the Ryots equivalent to the loss oceasioned by the difference between
the oid and n w rates. The Ryots paid in Fanams which were carried to account

as Pagodas at too high a rate so that the sominal revenue in Stars was higher

than the real revenno in fanams. Major Macleod made the Ryots pay the dif-
torence between the new rectified rate of 152 and the old inadequate rate of 12%-
but he ought t., have fiest fixed the amount in fanams or other current coin, and
then have converted them into Star Pagodas; as Star Pagodas weve nat the com-
mon coin it would not have signified to the Ryots at what rate their payments
were turned into Stars, The Sepoys indeed might have had cause to complain if
too fow fanams went t0 a Star Pagoda, or to rejoice it too many went to a Star

e Bt Ao e o e o P i et e e e vt g e g AP
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* { blank in the original. }
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Pagoda because their pay is calculated originally in Stars-but the payment of the
RY?FS ought to be ﬁxec} on an average money price of the share of the produce
which Government‘tal'(esl as rent or tax. The coins therefore which they pay iu as
revenue ought to be received as an equivalent for a certain quantity of the prodnce
of their lands, not for a certain quantity of Ytar Pagodas.

The only difficulty relates to the coins which may be in the treasury at the
time of the operation of rectifying the exchange hecause as the Government have
hitherto received and disbursed at a rate higher than the true rate they will lose
the difference between the high rate which prevailed before, and the true rate
which is to bs adopted. The nominal revenue will be decreased, while the actual
disburscments will be increased in some degree. The profit however which Go-
vernment have derived from these high rates, or rather the loss which they have
avoided is not fair. The profit arising from converting eoins in the publie ac-
counts into the public money at too high a rate is not substantial and the profiv
derived from issuing the public mouey in coins at too high a rate is not fair,

The revenue is paid in fanams we will say,* and it was the full revenue.

LGovernment got neither more nor less by converting those fanams into Stars at a
high or low rate, but when they came to disburse, indeed thess same fanams ab
too high a rate, they got a profit by the loss of those whom they paid, They re-
ceived 124 as the equivalent for a certain proportion of the produce of the earth

and it was a just equivalent, or they ought to have gone to the hottom, to have

- taken a just proportion and converted it into money at a just price, But when they

come to' palm 12} fanams on a Sepoy as the equivalent tor a Star Pagoda they
didnot do him justice ; because 143 not 12§ is the equivalent for a Star Pagoda
o’ 121 may be equivalent for the share of the produce which it represents When
paid in as revenue. The only loss which (Government therefore will incur will be
nominal in respect to receipts, and in respect to disbursements that ﬂ“?y mus‘t
pay the real sum which they agreed to pay. After a regula,_l‘ comage I8
established it may be expedient to fix the exchange of their new coins generally,
but in no other case ought Government, to interfere with the Lazar rates of ex-
change. Any attempt to fix or force the bazar rates are like attempts to fix
or force the price of Grain which always aggravate a scarcity.

The people of the town of Calicut gave me a Petition representing the hard-
8hip of & house tax which has been introduced there. A House or Shop tax

considered as an House or Shop tax merely should be fixed on the rent not upon
the cost or value,

A decayed family may find it convenient to occupy one corner of a large
house which may be the only property which they have inherited from ancestors
once opulent. In a town where trade and population have decayed it may be im-
possible to rent a large house or wa{rehouse, It they are taxed at a percentage on
the valuation the poor proprietor may be forced to pull them down. A tax on the
rent would not have so oppressive an effect because the poor proprietor wight let
4theyla.rge house and pay the tax and furnish himselt with another lodging out of the
rent; but a tax on the supposed value is hard,'unequal, and fundamentally wrong

and in a decayed town where houses and warehouses cannot perhaps be let at
all, ruinous, '

17
) varah A
I therefore recommend that the tax of 1} percent on the value of warehouses,
and 1 per cent on that of houses be abolished. But T shall praposs a geueral

property tax which I think ought to be introduced into Malsbar and Canara
and which will, I should hope, produce wore, and he wore equzl.

A true Extract.

J. HANBURY,

¥ ar A.
Scereliny,

Eyamined.
W. GraxT.



EXTRACT reou Mz, THACKERAY'S REPORT
" Dated 8th September 1807.

Canara, the sister province of Malabar may contain

Population ... 5,76,640. about 4622 square wiles below .the ghauts and <758 -may
Kive . ... 3,16,h65,
Buffaloes ... 1,05,063.
Total cattle ... 4,2',628. ghauts. The province usually termed Canara may thore-

fore contain about 7380 square miles. It is wild rocky

be comprised in Bilghi, Soondah and Scopah above the

uneven. The ghauts approach in some places near the sea; branches of rocky hills
Qtretch in some places fram the ghauts towards the sea occupying great part of the
country ; the Valleys are however well cultivatod with.tice, especially those through
which a river or arm of the sea runs up. Bul where there is no inland. navigation
there is little improvement, The rugged surtace of the country renders it difficult
to transport the produce of the earth which is carried on the heads of the
peasantry ; bullocks are seidom used, and [ was unable to hire any from Mauga-
Jore till I got above the ghauts. The climate and soil are much like that of Mala-
bar. The rains set in about the middle of May, fall heaviest with squallsof wind
in July and continue to the end ot September ; during this season all trade censes;
ships leave the coast and insurances are not in force till the end of September

during this season ¥

is performed, bargains and accounts settled. When I

was 1n Canara they were laying up their monsoon stock of fireweood and provi-

sions, The people like those ot Malabar live every man under his own tree; haw-
ever there are some Villages inland, peopled chiefly with Brahmans.and shop-
keepers. The roads are passable, however they are not like the Military high
ways in Malabar ; they are the less necessary since the trade of the country is in
many places conveyed by water and population and cultivation usually follow the
course of rivers. One good road however down the coast parallel with the sea,
cross roads from the sea to the principal passes, and one good road from Manga-

lore to Seringapatam ought always to be kept up.

1 am decidedly againsb making roads by corvee on general grounds, but par-
ticularly in Canara, because Government rather than the people derive the ohief
benefit tcom roads, 1t is an bardship on the people to be torced to work on the

“high roads unless the advantages which they are likely to derive fromn them are
equal to the labor and expence which they are forced to bestow upon them; even
then it would be an hardship to make them work against their will. In Canara
and Malabar roads would be very useful for Troops, and serve as a topic of cou-
versation to travellers, but they cannot be of much use to the reople who
have hardly any bullocks and ne carts.

* { blank in the original.)
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‘ The noble road through Mysore has effected the two ends for which it was
mtend.ed. One, the facility with which troops, guns and stores are transported; the
other is the reputation which no doubt Justly redounds to the Minister who foried
the roads. They are like many institutions in M ysore wliich contribute to the

ease and pleasure of travellers especially Europeans, and to the advantage of the

Go;emment ; but 1t will be fnany years before the commerce of the country could
make or keep. up such roads in repair, A Turnpike toll could not defray the ex-
'pence unless indeed it was on the guns and stores of Government, the carts of the
Arrack contractor, or of Messrs. Hope & Co, The country people derive but little

advantage and therefore have but little cause to care abont these roads, Ttis.

therefore unjust to mako them form or repair these roads. It issaid that at one
season of the year the peasantry have nothing else to o, however to make them
.Work on the roads is to make them pay an extra assessment, it is to exact labor
1nstead of money. A military road is meant to facilijtate the march of armies for
the general Adefence; a general assessment wust therefore be made to defray the
expeuce. The treasury therefore not the unfortunate Villages which happen to lie
on ?;he tract thro’ which the great road is to be carried s;;ould be the fund from
:Wthh =the charge is defrayed ; a corvee is productive of much oppression especially
in India, If an extra asszssment ot either labor or money be once admitted, the
door to abuse and petty tyrauny is opened. Tf thercfore high roads are considered
ff)r commerce, the trade, the bandies should pay; if as Militoary hich ways the Pub“
lic treasury ought to pay. Ihe people of the Villages thro’ whicg ches; pass have
no more to do with them: than those of Villages five hundred miles off, except that
they are more exposed to the inconvenience which travellers émd :letachments
usually occasion, Ome would think that the Villages in India ought to get rich
from being situated in the neighbourhood of a great road, that?he troops and

travellers would enrich them by taking off many articles which they require, and

'u?vhich would be soon produced in plenty hecause the people would find it their
interest to keep them always ready. In England where the king bas lost his

privilege of purveyance a Village gets rich by becoming a stage on a great road, .

but il.l India a Village is some times so molested by the applications or rather the
exactions of travellers and troops thas the Ryots threaten to desert it. If there-
fore tho Yillages are ever obliged to mend an d make roads in addition to the other
_inconveniences of the neighbourhood of an high way they wush have their

“Village in Enam.

* It is often supposed that the Inhabitants sometimes refuse ta supply the wants of
travellers fron;: obstinacy, but it will appear that they are as anxious to get a listle mouey by
o the sale <.)f a.rucles required by travelle. s a3 these are to supply their wants. A Ryot in the
(';‘eded District generally makes sowething by the sale ¢f milk, &c. and sell- 20 Pags. worihin
| :;1 e ci)urse of th.e year-his sbeep produca part of the milk-his sheep a-e als) let ont for their

ung the wool is slso valuable, ths wool of 100 cheep may sell for 2 cr 2} Pazs. annually; for
‘ .thm reasod he naburally objects to pa't with his shees unless a good price is ;ﬁered ; res,pect-
ing eggs and fowls about which I bave heard travellers ¢ mplain so much, tho R,yot keeps
fowls for salo-he makes perhaps one Pagoda per anuux by his fowls. All l{lis contributbes to

:; )hn_cor}]e and 'en.a‘a]es kim to pay his rent. Indeed he comld not in general pay wore it note
r his live stock-it therefore seems evident that be must be as anxicus to sell his wilk, &e¢

a8 the Traveller, however Lungry he may be, is to get them,

»

the security which our

the Board might fix
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- Canara is supposed to contain §,76,640 souls’of whom the Brahmins are
computed at 98610. This great number of Brabming if there really be so
many 18 probably the cause of the civilizatiop of Canara compared with its sister

province.

The jains in Canara are more numerous than in most other provinces : they
are a remarkable tribe and flourished, formerly excelling in ar and literature,
Their temples are of superior workmanship and their tenets more philosophical
than those of the Brahmins; this superiority brought upon them a general per-

secution; so that -their nambers are small, tho' they are said to be again raising

their heads.

The slaves of Canara are like those of Malabar., The Christians are pretty
numerous, but they neither protess so pure a faith, nor are they so respectable as

the Christians ot Travancore are said te be.

The climate of these provinces will never permit them to have manufacfures,
bat Canara will always export a great deal of rice, The policy of the export
duty on grain has been so amply discussed by Major Munvo; his rcasoning is so
strong and so fally justified by experience that I need say no more on the subject,
except that the prdhibition on the export which the local Officers right or wrong
ccasionally thought it incumbent upon them o resort to, to prevent a
hews that the trade can bear a still higher dut;. They have

have o

famine in Canara s

actually forced the people to keep. this heavy duty in their pockets by not per-

mitting exportat'\on. The duty is not the same all down the Coast. Itis2
D

Pagodas the Corge at Mangalore, but decreases as it goes North to Sidashigur

down to 3 Rupees the Corge.
duty on grain I think it ought to be fixed at not more than 25 per cent on the

export price.

danger of checking the exportation.
Major Munro’s letter. It is now much less; yet

If any regulation be enacted regarding this export

1am convinced that this dnty might be increased without any
Tn Tippoo’s time the duty amounted to from
20 to 25 per cent., according t0 |
Government affords to agriculture, and our Navy to na-

vigation surely will enable the exporters to pay a heavier duty than in Tippoo's
=

t{ime when property was 1nSec
time, yet the local Officers have on some occasions

ure and unavigation interrupted by pirates; the

export price 18 raised since his

prohibitedibe export, or at least limited it,

hicher duty. 1 propose thercfore 25 per cent. as the limit, but it is not neces-
o

to raise it at once,

This shows thut it could pay an

sary 25 per cent, is the utmost which should be the propor-
tion or percentage enacted b
a Tariff and manage it so that the duty should fall neither

y the Regulation. The Collector under the orders of

A duty on the export of grain is apt to startle considerate

to) heavy nor unequal,
e general good effects of a free trade in grain, but

pevrsons who have observed th
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the peculiar climate and situation of Canara make it the granary of the Western
Coast and in spite of a beavy duty it must continuc to supply the Arabian,
‘BoTnbay and Goa Markets, The duty on grain is one of the best tixes ever
levied. It is making foreigners contribute to our revenue; taxing the rich Arabs
W}.IO can afford to cat the rice of Canara, 1f the duty were doubled I do ﬁot
think t'hat the cxport would be diminished, but any interference of the Civil
power in prohibiting or Limiting exportation will certainly drive away the mer-
cha,nts,‘ They 1o not mind a little rise in the price, but the uncertainty of getting
thf) grain which the interference of the Magistrate alwavs occasions will effectually
d‘rlve the traders to some other part. Even th.ough the great exporta-
t101‘1 way occasion alarm about a famine, yst the exportation should not be
limited ¢ill certain Symptoms ot scarcity appear; even in that case, even tho famine
should stare them in the face, the export to other provinces belonging to the
Company should never be prohibited, nor limited. The Officers of Government
?‘re. mfu'e likely in their zeal for the safety of the people under their immediate
Jurisdiction to make a mistake and prohibit exportation when there is no necessity
for so0 strong a measure, than the grain Mershants are to export too much. Ttis
more their business, They are more in the habit and have more interest to be-
00@e acquainted with the state of Crops and Markets than any other persons even
J udg'e, Collect_or and Commander, They will form a right judgment of the grain
required to feed Canara thro’ the monsooon and they will not export morei,haan
the Country can spare because it will be more their Interest to export only just as
wmuch as the Country can spare than to export more, They will rather sell it on

% « ! .- . ‘
he spot than export is if they can get as good a price, and when there is a pro-

bability of a scarcity being felt in Canara, itself, the bazar price and the export

ptlce will be equal and find their trug level, unless kept down by an embargo, or
other impolitic interference, When rice is so dear at Madras that a famine is
e.xpect;ed the price ought and would rise in Cuanara if there was a free communica-
tion and no interference. The high price at Madras would immediately occasion
% great exportation in Canara, which would again occasion an alarm about the home
supply ; the alarm about the home supply would raise the price and keep the grain in
(?anara, forthe Merchants would expectas great a profit by supplyiog the home Market
till the next harvest, as they could get by exporting the grain to Madras. They
would therefore reserve what they considered necessary for the home supply and ex-
f:;:; t;sc;rfrlzzezzlis :; 1i\latdra,s. They would most likely do this with the accuracy

ally judge of these matters and the price of grain would in
oonsequence fall as near the same level at Madras and in Canara as the carriage duties

and obstacles - : 3 ]
cles would admit. By these means the inconveniencies of scarcity would

) be equally shared by the common subjects

is laid upon grain in Canara the market there will either be over stocked or much

better stocked than that at Madras, so that the people of Canara may be eating

i

of the Company, but when an embargo

themselves into surfeit while their fsllow. subjects at Madras are starving. If the
prohibition takes place when there isno real danger of a famine in Canara, when

perhaps not even any inconvenience would result from exporting more grain the

lives of the peopie at Malras may be sacrificed to the groundless fears of the

local Officers in Canara, and the fear of starvation generally magnifies the dwnyer
and the prohibition takes place before it is necessary. Besides even tho’ a famine

should be the cortain consequence of great exportation from Canara to Madras,

. that is nothing to Government; thiey ought to liave an equal regard for all their

subjects. It is all the same to the Madras Government whother the subjects of
the Company at Madras or in Canava die of hunger. If a squadron of Ships run
short of water and oné ship has plenty the admiral would ach very imprudently
it.he did not make her share it fairly with the others; so the Government ought
+0 make the abundance of one province supply the scarcity of others, more parti-
cularly because g frec communication is likely to prevent the inconvenieace of
dearth altogether; when there is a scarcity at Madras the people ot Canara ought
to be put on short allowance too, A free export would do so, because it woull
tend m lower the price at Madras, and raise it in Canara to the highest level

which circumstances would allow; while grain was so scarce at Madras the people_
petween Mangalore and Cundapoor complained of not being able to get their

grain sold at so good a price as they expected. It is also an intringement on pri-.
vate property. It occasions a double loss of Revenue, ot Customs and land Reve-

nue. I therefore think that it should be laid down as a fundamental prinoiplg _
and inculeated into all Judges and Collectors in- the most positive terms never to

interfere with Bazars, prices, or expo{‘ts and imports of grain without positive
orders from Government, and Government itself should never interlere to prohibit

the exportation from one province of the Company to another. In gowe cases it

may interfere o prohibit exportation to foreign states,

The inland customs in Capara are hard upon the people because they are
Jevied in no other part of the Company’s territories; they onght to ba abolished
and a {rontier duty substituted for them, The trontier duty might be collected on
the same priuciples and at the same rates as in other provinces, except indeed any
duty be levied on pepper in Malabar when the same duty may be extended to the

pepper of Canara. If the expences of the Company allowed of any reductions I

would propose to abo
e a condition with the Rajah to abolish duties on his frontier

lish the trontier duties between the Mysore and Company’s

territories, and mak
also, I would also remove all duties on the coast trade; were the trade of the
whole peninsula free it would be one great basar, The Rajahs who have
independent authority might easily be induced to agree to it, but the immediatg,

loss of Bevenue will perhaps mof be compensated by the future contingent.’

advantages.
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Th i ilohi i
e Haulet duty in Soonda and Bilghi is a heavy duty like the Sea customs

on rice, and draws a considerable Revenue from

Vide Statem nt No 7. th
¢ pockets of strangers, It 1s levied on pepper,

Baulet custows proiuced

Fusly 1200 ... 43540, beetelnut, cardamomws, &e. 1 see no necessity
,, i ‘i? 23284. fox‘- altering the rates or the mode of collecting
oo 53%%8 this duty which have existed for a long period
,’ }iz ?-,b(l)% «j:l;lcfi :%Xp}cz}*ience has shewn that the articles sub-
; iz’ig NI Jthey oc.tl,nls (l‘uty are so good, and so cheap that
Y an afford the duty. The consumers of

Bietel nat ex -
seprried them like the '3 i .
ol - consutners of the rice of Canara

in Fudly 1297, vih so85y (A '
in Fllllsl]y llé-fl)?’ :'-0(./3, value 159881. pay the (]U.ty, and yet get the articles better
b y 1215, 9659, value 18285, And cheaper than by going to any other market
poer exp.rted Th j amp] ‘ .
e subje 3 i j
n FD.S]_Y 1209 Kéa‘u]iee. Stra. “ b] N hab beon an]ply dlscussed by I\Iajor
i : 2 o Mu 1
in Fusly 1215, sgi” ‘iaiue 2)8309 . nro' a.nd experience has shewn the trath of
, , value 25538, his opinions. From the conversation I had
W. ) > Yy 16 ! A
1thdthe people in that part of the Country I
n 3 " - . - . » -
};in- .101 these articles is entirely owing to the
1113 1s theevident causc of the diminution of the
om tvdle Haulet. The trade has paid the duty and
erl Ji 1
N period, even during the wars which have distracted
the Soaren of thhe pisule for so manly tyv;;arsl but those countries where it may be said
: 3 ave lately been im i
of course the trade 1 RS
rade has decayed, The beet - ¢ 5
' : . tle nut of Svond
] e dah usec 3 far
Nagpoor, and when peace and plenty again visi ) “’“_d el
again ﬂ()urish,' a tonlp()b-)ry reductio , if lnsm e o
; 3 4 tion, or if the duty prod
! | ‘ tuty produces no revenue, a tem-
fm‘]drl};]ent ]Txon of‘tne duty might perhaps have a good effect, but tbe’duby 13
i ally good; a trifliny p i L .
) T revenue 13 deriv , 'hi
ought to be abolished. O rovtone o

am convineed that the decreased de
confusion in the Maharatta States.
derr.nmd and the revenue derived {r
thriven under the duty fora lone
that part of the peninsul v

war and tamine-

I i i
n India no body travels for pleasure it is therefore a tax

. . Tre Cnlle f 1

.
The passes ought to be ke

. t in ‘epai .
bring down Sandal Pt in good repair to encourage the Lambadies who

and other articles, and carry away Salt.

The soil ara i

rather than the gnil which nml({e% Ii)t ‘: t(; th'e e o of neckoning by
Sef-d 1s used which they have in Malz:g e e e st s
estimat.d at not le : 5 i
e l.OCkmt;clgssg(t)lmfnl(lla, .and 18 some times 39 fold. In the Mangalore dise
Konames fookoned 20 0 I,’ mA Iiekul, J:?untwal and Barkoor, Kundapoor and
s o tho 2 B X w];(r;t t }.lle, :vgah, Yonda, Bilghi 15, :werag.ing 21, which
o, The sroms s s | l;', 1 rage, the produce on the seed in Malabar to
darmined . ae oeered ¥ .t‘le rains, however the streams a'e sometimes
The Tend £ diemteg o) Ci.ervons made to preserve water for the later Crops.
Crops of vivn. | T te? € agses-the ﬁrs.t kind may produce two or even three
Crop of rice only. Cattrlle : dCrOP of rice, and one ot other grain, the third a
of good pasture keep d(;)\VI'l rtlh min‘lre "o Cattle wiichs e mot wuoh bigeor thas
e o g R e breed of Cattle which are not much bigger than

‘ ged goats. ey sow and plant rice from the middle of May till

ar, but the produce on one measure sown 1s
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July, and reap from September to December.
By an estimate which secms pretty right an
acre of good land may require 83 Seers of seed,
may produce™ 1269 Seers, the landlords rent
out of which in kind may amount to 510 Seers
which may be worth By. Pagodas 2-4-13. It
is very difficult for a Collector who bas been
making observations assisted by a Cutcharie
and the whole revenue host for several years,
to come to any satisfactory decision on these
questions. If the Collector cannot do it who
bas so much business and intercourse with the
Ryots it cannot be expected that an itinerant -
investigator can do much, who calls a man in
on purpose to be interrogated and who comes
in prepared to tell a parcel of stories. In
England Statistical enquirers complain that
it is difficult to get information, because the’
farmers will not keep regular accounts. Here
the Curnum keeps an account of the public re-
venue, but the Ryots seldom keep any of their
own profits and expences. He can therefore
seldom tell, and if he can guess, he will be on
his guard especially where he is led into the
tent for the sole purpose of being interrogated ;
he will magnify the losses and eharges. and de-
preciate the profits. If one goes into a feld 1t
is the same thing; ezaggeration of loss and
absence of profit are put in so strong apoint
of view that one is surprised to find the wan
alive and in good case under such terrible cir-
cumstances. There are Cocoanut gardens in
Canara not so many however as in Malabar;
rice is justly thought the surest and most valu-
able production ; rice land there is like corn
land in Europe ; nowever some sandy ground
along the beach and bauks of Rivers is when
not too wet peculiarly fitted for the growth ot
cocoanuts. In such situations the trees ave
planted either in a scattered manner when they
ought to be left without tax at all and have
hitherto been untaxed in most places or in re-
gular gardens. In either casc when planted
by a tenant he pays the usual lJand rent until
the trees are productive which happeus from
five and eight to twelve years after they are
planted, The ground rent is then discontinued
and a tree rent taken. When the proprictor
plants a garden he generally manages it

25
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himself, letting a few trees to a Toddy drawer who pays a Pagoda annually for 10
or 12 trees or perhaps 15 trees and looks after the others: the trees are fre-
quently changed, lest they should be exhausted.

Generally speaking a thousand good trees may be let for 62 Pagodas; the un-
bearing trees are deducted, the good trees are rented, the best sort at 12, the

second at 20 for one Pagoda, averaging 10 tor 1 Pagoda. Good trees are said to

yield from 50 to 700 nuts g year in four Crops one every three months; weak
ones only less than 50; this makes me magine that the accounts of the produce

of cocoanut gardens in Malabar are very fallacious ; however all estimates of this
kind are uncertain,

Beetel and Pepper are produced above the Ghauts where the soil and climate
are perhaps more fitted for their production than those of Malabar, In Soondah
after deducting the unbearing trees they make a further deduction of two thirds,
and reckon on the remaining one third ; these are tormed true trees and pay rent,
1000 of these trees may produce 6 Kundies of Beetel nuts of whiech 2 Kundies
woith 18 Pagodas, but less at present may be reckoned, the rent or neat produce;
the popper which grows round the Beetel trees may be about 2 Kundies. The
expence however of such a garden is very great; some accounts make it one
Pag . tor each treo from first to last so that a garden of 1000 trees will cost
1000 rasodas by the time it is mature; the first charge of levelling, digging
and enclosing may be §. The annual expence for maure and extra labor }, the
regulir wages of 3 gardeners for 11 years, § of the whole expence®. The trees in

* Ezpence of a garden of 1000 trees.

1s6 ycar :— 6th year no expcnce,
Le.eliing, digoing and preparing the 7th year :
;_'";'O'L'n'i vea ey ree 13-) . . .
Pl tains N ... 95 |Covering the roo's, repl cing esrth, &. 50
(:}r;ws, &e. to shiclter the young trees Dung 1) per ccnt leaves 1 -------25
rom the Nun ree sas 13
Epr:reaecs, diveh, &e, all round 5(0) Total 7th year SRk
Pickaxss, tools, &e. . w10 ‘
" ~—— | 8th year no expence.
2n‘1 Yooe lOt&] ]St year e 235 9th year - |
by Removing earth to the roots of the
g:zl:mg&the bads with new earth e 35 trees aﬁd replacing the earth 25
Lﬁg, e, : - ‘en 5 Dung and leaves 30
Leaves at the roots of the plants (3] rey
' —_— ‘Total 9th yeor e OB
- Total 2nd year w. 373
3rd year i—
C . 10th yesr no expence.
Digging pits 8 feet square 3 deep pla Y ' 5
hilY © ng- o O+
ng ena covering beete p]antg P .95 11th year the same as the Yth year .., 99
Removing tho leaves which covered The expence of 3 Gardcoers for 11
X then and Jaying on manu e 5 years at 5 Rupees mon'hly for all
Placing new leaves on the dung .o 12 expences . 495
] Total 8rd year . 42 Grand Total Pagodas .. 1019}
4th Jeav mo expence except wh n part
of the Mrd year's work remains un. The 12th year the trees bear.
finished.
5th year ;= i
Du‘xyw This account is perhaps too high, and as the
Dang o - 10 Iplanter gets part o! the sum expeuded as wages
ungle leaves . | =« 15 }fr the labor he aud bis family contribute,
. the work is done cheaper the real expence is
Total fith year v 25 |less felt, :
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such a garden are private, but the soil Sirkar property ; however the tena-ntf}:;;:-
serves his right by keeping up the plantation. In taxing gardensi no pa.:‘t o]d be
icl k, and compensate for the risque should be

duce which goes to replace stoc < '
frlz : . however it must be considered in some cases a favourable reflt tor th? {irsl;
tZileor’ twelve years has in a great measure reimbursed the planter in the original

expence, The ground rent of ‘a garden of 1000 trees may be about 2 or 21 Pago-

das were it under rice.

ater part of the lands in Canara are private.e property. Tl;; ?orm\e)jrﬁai,;g
present state ot private property has bee.n 80 ampl).r 'dlS(quSSfi 'by a_](;t;o ;e o
that it leaves me little to say on the subject, .Orlgma_l lnSCI“lpFIODS ofnt one e
copper prove the antiquity of this venerable institution. 'lhe.y consist 0 g ;
fpfncieut princes to Pagodas &e. granting the land tax derivable frcim :ert:hn
;)ands and Villages, thus transferring the land. tax from the pl:a;uly o no:
Individual granteé, but the property in the goil was not grante ,eca;us?n ot
assessed or claimed by the prince; when ‘he gave the absolute lpr};)é)er y

soil the Sunnud expressly mentions the previous purchase of the right.

The gre

Altho’ black books, papers, leaves, or even copper plates are often forged yet
these inscriptions so generally found could not have been forged ; they therefore

- are unquestionable evidence to the antiquity and validity of the institution. The

black books however are very curious records, and as inseriptions, black books,
fradition, annual Settlements and revenue accounts all concur to show what the
ancient land tax was-to show that it was light and fixed-they shew that the lands
were private property. The Sunnuds and inseriptions on stone, zmc.l copper are to
be found in every part ot Canara in every Pagoda. They together with the revenue
accounts, the black books, tradition, and the state of t\he Cou'ntry E‘tffO!.'d undema.t-
ble proof of the antiquity of the institution. A complete mvestigation of t?elt
ancient inseription would throw great light on .nhe formfar state of the 00111;1 bry -
perhaps of the ancient history of India. The dxﬁerfznh princes of Bedfxore, iey;,-
nagur and even Mysore, never seem to 1;1&\7? .questloned the genera.% rights o h: e
p‘egple, tho’ an arbitrary assessment and individual acts of oppression may have

rendered some private estates less valuable.

The power to sell and mortgage lands all along exerc.:i sed by the landholders

in Canara, the readiness of others to buy or tffmk‘e thgm n p}edge she-w that tthe
eople at large have a good opinion of the vahfhty of the ’mtl'e. This pf'actlce
B ed in those provinces where the Sirkar is proprietor, but is not

ils inde
prevails in The cultare they have bestowed on the land shows that they confided

80 general.

- that Government would respect their rights; indeed this culture as it has chiefly

rendered the lands valuable gives them a right in. them according to tl‘le ger{uml
principles of natural Justice. The attachment which t‘hey sll<?w to their Esfotes
is a proof of the validity ot their titles and the rules whtc.h exist: for the sale and
mortgage and lease of land shew that it has befm long private property. .It may
be said that Original grants conferring the rights of property tf’ the px:ufntlve
orantees should be produced, that it should be shewn what prince orxglnally
;ranted the land to Individuals; but it may be 311-s'wered that per.'hfxps in no
country at least in no country long settled and civilized do such original grants
or title deeds exist. The sovereign may have graqted away escl}eated estates, or
unclaimed lands, and such grants are to be found in Canara and in Europe, but if
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o : rlg:h}t;’s of Individual proprietors at large were traced up or rather if pri-
Zj; T*tg s in cerba,.m'la,nds were tracad up they would soon be lost: g
ctiquity and preseription would be found the general original title. Deeds -

iﬁii‘?f"“;r”‘g land are to b> found in Canara and in England. Grants conterring
Sirkar lan s are forthcoming in both countries, but perhaps in neither Country
origina g_rar.?s or deeds conferring or establishing the primitive right of private
PY:P:lS'Tty n t..he soil cogld be found, tor the most likely never existed. A m&tfl) cultia
‘Z‘tietl abcertam f‘i-elé, mlxefi hl.s labor with the soil, and in process of time obtained

e Dy prescription which is the best of all titles. Indeed no person who has

:;‘igsgﬁira én- considered the subject can doubt the antiquity and validity of the
tu;n N eld anarese landIOf’dS, and any Government, that should attempt to over-
would act like the French Government when it confiscated private Estates

of ine Nobility and Church. ’

T . . ‘
sp]:ec;asn(c)lfm fretquent%y pledged and is generally speaking deeply incumbered, one
mortgage is when the land is merely pledged, and the deeds and papers

relating to it are put int ,
"Voorachi. putinto the hands of the Mortgagee, This transaction is termed

Lstate, W i . ,
e.  When it happens that the proprietor not only being unable to pay the

f:::ic;fsaellg ?Otf; ils to pay the interest regularly, he is obliged to-make over the |
o the Mortgages, who takes possession, and begomes a fixed tenant,

munages the estate, and pays the land tax; however on receiving the full amount

of Lis debt, he must deliver up the land. This transaction is termed Bhogyadhi -

F:;ﬁ{edge (;n pos.session, and is the more common kind of Mortgage. Rules exist
CF che redemption of the land, and adjustment of accounts, Th: procéedS of the

Estate and the improvements which have been made are usually settled by an

a bl‘ 1 " . .
;;welj:wn-t Fllle genfflal use of pledging land renders the sale of it less con
r notwithstanding the aversion felt at totally ahena;tmgtﬁﬁi"mmwm

trimony th i G ]
Y there are many instances of actual sale. Land generaily sells tor from'

&t 1

r;i\;iOALA; i’:jrsuf:}:::ai? r:t,loney on th‘e clear rent (near Bekell ‘they said it only sold
o ﬁmnéy 1ai[:1 ;ut e 1(;] they admitted that they got about } the rent clear) that
imere:t. Thein ml't ‘e purchase of land ought to bring 10 or 12 per cent.
s ’i;‘:a.kes o :l‘]ua lt)I of the land tax and the distance from great towns per-
¢ .53 estates bouv h:?)(())f and vary;]in some places it is mnot saleable, In some
Gvaers say sell a.% allv or 100 years ago for a considerable sum WOlll.d not as the.
15id on shuce the urc;low- on accouat o.f the extra ass?'ssment which has been.
Malabar. and lan(ll) g aslel, the land tax is heavier than in t.he.N orthern parts of
caases of’ the hivh perhaps more ?Om'()letely cultivated which seem to be the

L18¢ gher price at which it is sold in Malabar,

‘lﬁét’:allld;]::;wal?sid.to tEDaI}tS at v.vill or to fixed tenants. The tenants at will
seed sun oys 1 :r ::n quantity of rice or sometimes money upon the quantity o
second La];d thir‘zl :'GC{UISlte tg sow ﬂ_le land. The lands are classed into first,
Ao Tho e and oach field is reckoned and called wfield of s0 many
tenante at will, the piOf; tetors have power to turn out or, raise the rents of the
The reat lies b’etwe};; : 013 (io %0, but go on content with the customary xont.
Pttt ] and % of thg gross produce, but jn general mear one half-
i agine seldom more than one half seldom lessthan one third; hands and

stock are ¢oaree, as the C ts m '
4 ountr 5 i
(e WY gels more populous rents may be raiged. H

"been cre

In thi . e
s e I this case the mortgagee merely receives a quantity of rice equal 6
rest dud on his loan, but has no interferenee in the management."‘?é'f"'?%h&.r -

‘some lands were held by t

i and the Sirkar sha
and cultivated the

_ common tenants, because

20

* TThe fised tenants are a kind of proprietors, and are in some respects more inde-
penaenh than the propristors from whom they hold.  Major Munro has deseribed
the two tenures ot Nair Moolqueni and Sheed Moolgueni so that 1 newl say little
on the subject. These fixed tenants sowe times again ley out thenr Estates to 18-
pants at will, 1t the fixed tenants die without hews the land revers to the ori-
ginal: propriotor, The lanalord and tenant sometimes: dispute about the nature ot
ihe tenure. - The landlord asserting that Le is merely a tenant at will, the tenant
contending t'ﬁat he is a fixed tenant, and the aeneral loss of deeds and written
ducuments renders it a dvubtful question, The jealou-y which must exist to
produce these kind ot disputes between the Landlord and tenant would afford one
way of ascertalfiing the rent. Few Monlguenis or fixed tenaats have, it 1s said
ated since the Company’s Government. This isattributed by the Collectors
confidenes in our Glovernment ; this is one cause, and the increasing stock |

to sm‘eﬂ'

1 i

p\E the Landlords which enables them to cultivate mors of their vwn Estates is

perhapé anothgr- ‘The Moolguenis or fixed tenants have not been obliged to con-
tribute any thing when the proprietor has been extra assessed ; however I should
think that they ought to contribute in the same manner in proportion to the value
of their Estates. It it be just to equalizé the assessment on the landlords, it ought

“to find its level on the fixed tenants.

“

""" On the whole the state of landed property is mearly the same in both these

“provinces; the property in the soil rests in individaals, or rather in families;

" transfers, mortgages, and ‘successions to lands are cnerally regulated m the same
£ =) g D

principles, and by similar rules, except where violence may ba e rendered pro-
perty less valuable, or the different rules of cast and place may oceasion different
custonss, Land is valuable in proportion to the clear rent, and looses its value
when theland tax becomes so heavy as lo absorb the whole rent. Under the
Mysore Government few landlords choose to avow the full extent of their pro-
held in the name of & relition; some private lands were
held §n the name of’ [’agodas, because church hands were favored; sume lands
were held in the name ot one ' person who managed for several copartners and
‘ he Reveuue servants under feizned names to avoid

perty and some part was

suspicion,

The great difference between the Iands in these two provinces and thousa in
t here it is vested in individaals, .there in communities.
The Villages above the ghauts are like corporations, ()ummuninies, Municipalities,
Republics, who are the proprietors of the whols lands of the Village-ab least they
re the quantitics of proporty b.tween them, They have cleared
Village jands trom time out of mind, and there is none but
the Sirkar who can claim any share in the property from them The Village caml
ants a fixed land tax whbich shall leave thew some part ol the rent
they are ab pres:nb l_lt:\Vc&*ei‘ uti’i? -

other provinces is tha

munity only w
to become joint proprietors af the Village lauds:
in most places the Go.ernment draws the whole lan:d
It the Government exacted the whole rent trom Canara and Ma~

lord’s rent.
e co.umon, bus indiviaual tenants.

lgbar the present proprietors would not b

" The Enams in Canara are of two kinds; one kind cousitb of actual property

n the soil, but in this case the Government or the individual donor either bought -
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the land previous to the grant, or grauted away his own land; there are also
incorporeal Iinams of the nature of a rent charged upon the Esiates of Indi-

viduals or clubs and ol wsses-menis of the public land tax due {rom Estates
or whole Villages,

This practice of the Sovercign granting Enams by assessing the land tax due
from certain Fstutes, and of individuals

nls by charging their Estatss with an annuity
for the support of the Euwndur is the supest proof of the autiquity and validity
of the titles of the landlirds of Canara, These Enams were usually granted
to Brahwmins aud oihers fop winistering in places of worship. The advowson
or presentation as .t may be called somwetimes resided with the donors, some-
times the Ministers epuld '

was scandaloas for the Minister o transfer, or for the original dounor in case

of his demise when the service acd emnlaments reverted to him to resume the
emoluments and abolig) the Oitice,

Major Munrs has given so cowpleit an aecount of thic ancient state of the
Land Revenue in Canara th

at T have only to make o short abstract of his report
to introduce iy ubservations on the fature Settlement of the province.
, '

From the earliest times to the widdle of the fourteenth contury the land was
assessed at a quantity of rice equll to the quantity of paddy supposed to be,
hecessary to sow it, so that a field which required 10 kundies of paddy to
sow it paid & lund tax of 10 kundies of rice, which was
or kind. |

Between the jears 1334 and 1547 Kurry
B Dew assessment on the principle laid
supposed to be to the seed as 12 to |
that 21 Kutties of geed yie

hur Roy, king ot Beejanuggur, made
down in the Shaster where the produce is
; agreeably to this computation he supposed

To the landlord 7} or 23 pér cent.
To the laborer 15 or 50 per cent.
To the Sirkar 71 or 25 per cent. :
and still following the Shaster he divided the Sirkar share as follows ==
.To the Sirkar % of the gross or 9,
To Churches ¢ of do. 1.
To Brahmins 7y of do, 1.

7

L—y

This settlemen? was concluded upon & rough estimiate of the quantity of seed

usually soﬁh’ and it remained without any alteration till the country was
. transterred to the Bednore Government about the middle -of the seventeeth

century, ’Tbe' Bednore Government had levied an additional 50 per cent. and in
1660, the Bejunngocr

statdard which amounted to in Canara 2,02,229_99.47. .

n Yoondnh 443939045

—————

e

Total staudard Kist 2,46,623-14-12,

wanster the Enam and tho Ministry ; however it

paid in either in money

Id 30 Kutties of paddy which he divided as:f({llom‘ e

‘tax and 18 casy ; bh _ .
" sometimes less than  the Shis

“high for the country,

- by many years of oppr

. some time,

and Bednore asgessment together formed the Shistor " ooner had

81
This remained for near a century the I_and tax of (}‘anara bu:t
in thé'eighteeht}h contury the Bednore Government 1a1d on addi- 007 4 52
ﬁbnal cesseé "gnd,raiséd the land tax to ver Oy ,20 e
| Hyder laid an extra assessment and raised the revenue to ... 9,33,202 4

e, , t and new heads of revenne raised
7. 'Tippoo by extra assessment and ne 68,678 25 16

e But from thls must be 'ded_‘f‘"’ted additions never likely to be

‘ i b Ll 2,52,58922 7ﬁ
gollected amounting to o |

: i ¢ sment ose
Leaving Tippoo’s assessu ( |
Of_ thisgsum the Shistor standard came to 3,59,752 3235, |
the rést consistéd’ﬁ of impositions and extra assessment, o

Thi oum was however merely a nominal assessment for he rever °°}1°°k?d
m*'ﬂﬁfn%?ﬂ,‘&‘ﬁo-?;—‘-lz and of that about 95,938, arose from the sale of grain
mx’d jtems not properly of land revenue. |

vnla%dr Munro took this settlement as the baajs of his assessment odeu:le{l'
|1209 Ho added some fresh items and new heads of Revenue ‘but de aulx:
1,50 .94:(5—42-36 on account of waste land, heads of revenue lost, and the balance

oﬁsﬁtdtéd'fﬁé Settlement of Fus]y 1209, and amounted to 4,65,148-33-64.
consull] SO :

WO ol EHTS sum ancient Shist was i 2,84,604 28 45
Shamil or extra assessment «. 1,583,458 80 30

| N'ew heads ot Revenue | o " T 16,580 ... »G7

Village taxes e ... 10,505 10 2

4,65,148 33 64

- ‘Canara have ever since gone on lowering or raising the rent
The C°1,1‘?°tors~:;rf£: upon Tippoo's standard ; each Ryot’s payment to Go-
to cxrcumbf two parts—Shist and Shamil. The Shist is the old land
Sthtz S’hamif is the extra assessment which is sometimfss more,
- t. Few individuals pay the full sum includu_lg 51.11“’
llector keeps the full standard 6,16,069~2-20 in view

according .
vernment consist

and Shawmil, but while the &o

he Ryots have to look forward to pay it according to the Kykaghiz as it is
‘the hiyots na C

1. - This standard is too high, but the annual settlement is made with a view
termed, > This st: g :

to it, and the amount is regulated by eircumstances,
, .

rve that tho' the standard of Tippoo be too
it may horo b proeiiia? tﬁ:sesettlement of Fusly 1209 was concluded and
ger great disadvantages. Canara had boen aln_:ost de§olated
essive Government and latterly by the confu.Sl:ndvgllclh ti,:):
4 j asioned. Major Munro was appointed Collec
vor with d;? fE gfﬁih a;]»:?au(: c::nd did not en]ter Canara till late in 1799 th?l; the
e oo ere s%ill in possession of the forts which they did not give up for
Mysor® tl'OOPii‘l’Va force had entered and laid siege to the fort of mea{la.bad. : .No :
tlrlley evacuated the province than Dhoondiak’s people took.pOstesglon
try above the Ghauts, and .severalA adventurers sprung up in different
° tf},lseoio;ll:a (iuntry who occasioned great confibion till the middle of 1800. Some
par . _ ‘

regulsrly collected un

6,16,080 2 20
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_ of these adventurers surprised and took the strong fort of Jumalabad, others got
into other districts, and a general scene’ of coufusion if not civil wir took place.
Notwithstanding all this contusion, notwithstanding the low state to which former
bad Government had reduced the province the revenue of Fusly 12¢9 was col-
lected, and the people so far from murmuring universally supported the Collectur
and enabled him to seize or drive out the adventurers who had occasioned so much
trouble. The people paid the revenue regularly and turned out with armsin
their hands wherever there were intruders or disturbers of the peace, and by their
own exertions restored order, If therefore the revenue of Kusly 1209 was so
cheerfully and readily paid it may be inferred that they can pav more, at all
events that they ought not to pay less now alter so many years of mild
Government,

1 shall now state my ideas respecting the Scttlement of Canara,

In whatever way it be done I think that a direct Settlement with the pro-
prietors is the only rational mode of managing the land revcaue ot Canara and
Malabar, but it still remains a guestion whether the land tax of Canara at least
should not be allowed to remain as it is, Whether an attompt to oqualize it by
a new assessment be proper or no, It may be argued against the equalization of
the land tax in Canara that it might shake the tenures and the confidence of | the
proprietors ; that the owner of an highly assessd Estate got it so much the cheaper
on that very account, while the owner ot an under assesse! Estate got ic so much

.

the dearver, Therefore that equalizing the land tax would be an act of injustice -

towards the owner of the low assessed HEstate, and be in reality taking so much
from the interest of his capital, that by the same reasoniny it would be taxing the
industry of those proprietors who had increased the value of their estates by
superior culture, or greater expence, for that where the valne of an Fstate has
been greatly raised by the labor and expence bestowed upon it, so much money is
actually invested in the land ; the produce of such improvements, are mevely the
interest of the money, or in other words profit of the stock expended in the im-
provement. That it would therelore be a kind of robbery, at all events a tax on
stock which might check the fufure improvement ot laud simnce people would vest
their capitals where there was less danger of taxation, That for the sawe reason
the Moolguenies or fixed tenants would have cause to wurmurif the new lani
tax affected the fruits of their industry. That innovation is dangerous, and that
the old land tax which has stood with a few additions for ages must n.t be set
aside for the sake of any supposed contingent advantagas; nor should a veuerable
«0ld building be pulled down that modern and perhaps inferior architects may have
to erect another which may not prove so commodious. It may be further said
that the present land. tax is not so unequal as to mjure the interests of agriculture,
since cultivation has been improved and extended under it, and it has been ab

least the reduced current Settlement the Wussooli Bereez as it is called has

been regularly realized without complaint; that with whatever care thie new assess-
ment, be conducted great inequalities must avise in a few years at least, for that
the idlencss or industry, the bad or good luck, the folly or prudeunce of individuals
will soon aftect the value of the land, and of course produce inequalities in the
land tax, even tho' they be avoided at first, of which however theie is little hope
since all taxes, all human calculations must be in some degree erroacous and

I . - . co . ¢ ) i . . { ‘_j .

finally that the complaints of these on whose estates the Jand tax was raised by
the new assessment would drown the thanks of those whose burthens were light-
ened—such and many general arguments might be used against altering the

~present land tax, however they are to be combatted by others no less strong, 1t

may be said that the present inequalities arise more {rom fraud and partiality than
from industry aud capital expended, from the land-lords having managed to lower
their tax by intrigue than from their having raised the value of their Estates by
superior industry or greater ¢xpence. That few estates have changed owners since
the assessment became so heavy—on the contrary that estates purchased for con-
siderable sams by the ancestors of the present possessors have nearly lost their
value from the land tax being raised by extra assessment since the purchase.

That amidst the revolutions and confusion of an Tndian Government it is difficult

to ascertain the rules, and the fairness of the present assessment, but that it may
be supposed that no fair rule was observed. . That in respect to its being a tax on
stock, and an infringement on private property, that all taxes, even the land tax,
are taxes on stock, because no land at all improved is without some suare of capital

~which was vriginally expended upon and invested in it  The first clearing for in-

stance is an original, and in India, the principal expence by which stock is embodied

in the Jand—all arable lands paying revenue are cleared theretors original stock has
been invested in them, therefore the land tax isin some measure a tax onstock. In

- gardens indeed as I have observed the original expence and the risque is so great

that it must be considered however generally neither in England nor in India do
o calculate go nicely as to distidguish between the soil and the stock invested
init. It the land tax be light and fixed, people will nst be deterred from expend-
ing their stock in agricultural improvement by the tears of taxation. It may also
be urged against the present.land tax that it ig arbitrary and unfixed. That the
standard of Tippoo 6,16,089—2-—20, in Column 71. of Major Munros' Statement
is at lcast a Lac of Pagodas more than the country can pay, and that while the
Collector makes his Settlements on so inadequate a standard, his Settlement is in
reality arbitrary, and finally it may bo said that an equal assessment in itself is so

~just that every body will or ought to acquiesce in it, and that if a few do murmar

the majority will be satisfied. Several modes of permanently settling the land tax
of Canara have been suggested. To measure and survey the lands ascertain the
gross produce, and take a certain roportion of it as the sirkar share seams ab one
time to have been thought of, | am for examining men and papers rather than
ground to get accounts of its rental.  The survey of the whole provinee would be
useful would form a doomsday book of Canara, but it would cost a great deal of
money, and take upa great deal of time which mizht not be compensated by
equivalent advantages. It would be impossible to make a just assessment merely
on the measurement and estimate of the gross produce, because the varicties ot
soil and situation, the relative advantages ot water carriage, the wholesumeness
of the air the capability of improvement the contingeunt expences and advantages of
each estate must be taken into the calculation’in fixing the land tax on the gross
produce.

Major Munro proposed a reduction ot 36,164 Pagodas from the settlement of
Fusly 1209 calculating all the circumstances of each District, so as_to reduce
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the asgessment where it was heavy, and generally equalize- it. He thought it
difficult to ascertain the landlord’s rent, and proposed this inode of reduction which
he considered hecessary to give that spirit to agriculture which former ages never
saw.  This opinion seems to have been justitied by experience. The Fusly 1209
Settlement has been in some measure increased, and tho’ the country has im-

proved those rapid advances which a reductmn might have produced have per-
haps not taken place '

I propose taking the gueni the rent or neat produce, and taxing it at about
60 per cent. This may be ascertained by examining deeds and leases, by putting
the landlord and tenunt on their ()ath, by occasional inspection and survey. In
- cases where the landlord manages hus own land by camputing what tenants would
pay lor such land were it let. There are in general some accounts or documents
by which the guens may be ascertained the custom of the place, or {ormer ac-
counts, will enable the Collector to ascertain the rental in doubtful cases, I have
no doubt but that by, patience, caro and proper management the rent may be
ascertuined with sufficient exactness. ‘lhere are tenants on most estates who are
not backward to tell the state of their farms and the rent they pay —{orgeries and
_ perjury might be punished with severity, and the landlords would probably give
~in true accounts of their rental, because they would be in danger of losing their
rent i¢ the anount was concealed —that is it proper regulations were enacted in
this respect. In cascs where the landlord managed part only himself the Collector
might estiuate the rent of that part by caleulating the rent paid by the tenant
- on that part which he let out where he managed the whole himself, by computing

the reut by what the tenants of his neighbours paid for such land. FEvery field~ "

as [ have observed is called and estimated as a field of so many Morahs or mea-
sures of seed, and tho rent in rice upon the seed is well known. There might
be an hundred checks upon thé landlords. It might be enacted that all leases,
mortgages and transactions relating to land should be registered in the Cutcherrie.
Such a regulation would I should imagine be of equal use to Government as a
means of assessing the land tax, and to Individuals to prevent imposition; when the
rental is once ascertained there rewains nothing more to do than to fix on a proper
prop rtion to take as Jand tax. There would be no need to calculate all the
circurustances of fertility, the ~advantages of situation and other cir cumstances
whizh affeet the rent because the landlord aud tenant had already doue that, and
the rent wos fixed upon a caleulation ot all those c1rcumsta,'aces, and many years
experience ol the profits and loss of the tarm,

" . In convertiag the rent in kind which is the inost common payment of rent
to the landlords, or rather in converting the Government share of the rent in
- kinid into money some attention must be paid to the price of grain-because water
carriage and other circumstances wake it vary 1in different places, but every
‘other consideration may be left to the mutual agreements between the landlord
and tenant. There would be no necessity to abolish the ancient terms. The
Shist should be kept; where the Shist and Shamit or old land tax and extra
assesament amounted together to the shars of the rent which Government are to.
take as land tax, nuthing ought to be added or veduced. Where the Shist and
Shamit together do not amount to that share it ought to be raised to it, except
in somo particular cases ; gardens ought perhaps never to pay above the Kye kaght
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: and perhaps some other lands whote value is not intrinsic, but in general ricelands
which now pay less than the proportion of rent which is fixed on as land tax ought

to be raised to that proportion. In particular cases the Collector should exercise
a discretion in calculating rent, he should consider the permanent rent, rather than
that which arises from temporary extrinsic soarces, such as particular valuablo
species of plants.

Respecting the proportion which oughit to be tdkeri from the rental as land
tax I should think that it ought to be moderate because Governmeént have, and
can herealter raise a great revenue from customs, and similar sources, and because
such modes of drawing a heavy revenue are less burthensome to the landed interest

- than 4 heavy tax direct, when the customs arg heavy they -are not paid till the

grain is sold, when the land tax is heavy it is paid perhaps befors the grain is sold.
T have discussed tthe sea cusborss which ought I thifik to be hesvy, but the land tax

. of Canara light—Canara should be conmdered the Granary of the Western coastand -

every encouragement ought to be given tc its agrxculture Cariara has a thin population
snd tho’ most of the land fit for rice is cultivated yet great improvement may still
take place. The ancestors of the land-holders have reclaime and cultivated their
estates al gréat expence and labor, It would therefore be unjust and impolitic to

take too much of the rentfrom them. Government have adopted and the Courtof

Directors seem to have approved of a light tax in the neighbour province ot Ma.

- labar and as Major Munro observes the ancient Hindoo Primces who possessed

Canara were very moderate in their assessment; and the Company ought not to
impose heavier taxes on their subjects than any native Government; a light land
tax is the greatest spur, or rather it acts as a bounty on production. Government
have fixed on 60 per cent of the rent in Malabar as the share for the land tax.
Major Munro wished that the Government share should be fized at half the rent,
I think that about 60 per cent of the rent would pay the present assessment, which
is about the sum which Government ought to take from Canara in the shape of &
land tax, :

The settlement of Fusly 1209 was easﬂy reahzed it amounted to 4,54,643 Pa-
godas and was fixed by deducting from Tippoo’s imaginary settlement of 6,16,089
Pagbdas what the country could not possibly pay. T think theretore that Canara

. should now pay more than what it easily paid in Fusly 1209, but as other sources

of revenue liave produced great sums in another shape, and as still more may be
raised from those sources 1 think that Canara oughit not to psy much more than
the settlement cf fusly 1209 that the standard is ceitainly above one Lac of Pa.
godas too high. The Collector has gone on since Fus!y 1209, raising or lowering
the payment ot each Individual according to circumstances, and by these means

" has raised the revenie 28,275—33 --30 Pagodas nearer thé standard —about half of

this increéase however arises from the increased cultivation of sirkar lands, about

‘half tfrom-raising the assessment towards the standard, at the same rates of in-

c1ease it will require at least 80 years to raise the revenue to Tippoo’s standard

* #nd therefore the present assessment is arbitrary and so far a check on improve-
“ment and the standard is consequently too high to take as the amount of land

revenue.

t so in the origival’
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. In Burkoor the stan-
dard averages by an account
- which seems pretty correct
star Pagodas
but the land lords
Tent averages only
star Pagodas

1—27—48 per, acre *
1t would seem thereforethat the standard exceeds the land-lords rent the land tax
exceeds the rent, |

13443 per. acre

in Bulsawsr the standard average star Pagodas 1 —~30—72 per, acre.

The Jand-lords rent averages star Pagodas

1-~31-—64 per.-acre
80 that

rather less than & fanam would remain as clear rent to the land-
lords if the full standard assessment was levied,

Major Munro proposed a reduction of 36, 164—0—0 Pagodas but instead of
being reduced the settlement has

assessment is unequal, but in the aggregate is perhaps about the sum which *

venue of about trom 4,75,000 to 5,00,000 Pagodas, abou the equalization some-

obscrvations may be urged, about the fixing it, at least the payment of each Indi-
vidual, nonse. § o

in Canara the best mode therefore seems to be to fix onsuch a share of the
Jand rent as shall leave enough for the proprietor, and yet pay the land tax which,,;
ought not as it appears by experience, to fall below 4,75,000, nor to exceed:
,00,0C0 when however correct accounts of the rent be obtained it will perhaps

be necessary to lower, or it may he practicable to raise the amount of the land 'ta,x_f;
2 little higher. T should think that rather less than more than that sum ought to

be taken, but at present there is not enough to pass a decisive opinion upon. Sowse

endeavors have been made to get the rent roll of some districts, The' Collectors
must proceed to get the rent roil of the whole province by the means‘wh‘ch I have
stated as likely to obtain it. When the rent roll is ascertained it will be easy 10
tell whether 50 or gg per cent will pay the sura which ought to constitute the Jand
tax. When the accounts are procured, and an estimate of the percentage on the rent
Recessary to be taken is made, the Collector ought to make a settlement of two or
three villages in each district upon these principles, assessing them at that pro-
portion of the rent which from the estimated rant roll of the whole province may
#bpear to bs adequate to pay the land tax, If for instance the estimatod rent Toll
of all Canara eotnes to eight lac ot Pagodas, 60 per cent on the rent will nearly
Pay 5,00,000 the land tax. The Oollector must theretore assess those villages at
60 per cent of their rent and collect at that rate tor one year, This would make
the people think that he was in earnest; he ought to go on the first year or twoin
this way getting further information, and correcting the rent roll of the whole

province, but conducting the settlement as usual in the old way, except in respect

to the two or three villages in each district which hie had experimentally assessed
on the new principle.

on The second or third year when the rental has been pretty
* Vide statement No.

% ¢ i the eriginal

been inereaged to 4,97,120-—13~64, Thi;s *
l?,ze%
cotntry can afford to pay. The object is therefore to equalize and fix a land rés,

e

: 'E’sit they were assessed higher than the people of Mangalore, and objected to the

o
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courately a;é‘cerﬁs;méd the Collector may ssttle a few more villages or even dis-
B sreriaing 3

uricts. but, this mush not be considered permanent, Abvut the thir:i year it may
: b Y u’ pusied that sufcient information has been obtained to agsess the wh' 9 Pr;”'“ .
fa:epcxpi; the new principle, and il ought to be dome hawever itxshould aghbe -
-vin

: v r TOrs
declared permanent immediately, because it may bo necessary to correct any errors,
ec

. . v 1s¢lose T “olisctor
‘or reduce any ineqliaiities which a little experienve mway disélose. 1}? s Col )
‘or.u thus have tﬁ“ﬁgé»or fuar years to obtain the rental —t» assess on the new prin.
W 2 :

0 : sars b
diple an d to equ alise his assessment, The peaple will have three or four ys 0
o ’

; I ors. T would have the Coilector takoe the
expet I ud P lsr;thos::ea:e);om{):;:ﬁe?(f(():: Maliabar he ought to mwake a division
same stfps w(l)uc ;-,he gam which is fixed upon after obtaining the reut rol.l, and
o the‘OaOO,Q ?i':;"icts in the proportion which, their rent voll may mike it tall.
aSSeSS'Iﬁ uflffn h; should asserible the most respectable propxjiebors of each fixs‘tr:ct
fl,]: dg:f ;es:: é.!ter getting the trae rental, he should explain to them the principles

B o) Luing

: n info e a oW Inuch t eir dl trict was rate , & sil’

o {he AK|EESME t, 1 f i th m th V h & : ' a (i :l([ld 'dC (:]

| ﬁfl tO, staté‘thé;r ij@@tiODS. The 15113(}-101'(18 Of the d&%tl‘l(‘.t. would f)bj ct it thB
em 10

hare of the land tax allotted to them was heavier than that assessed upon the
8 !

. : ; stricts would object
 neighbouring districts, while the land-lords of neighbouring districts wo ]

if articular district was tao lightly assessed, whereby they conceived thelr
’ a_n); Prthen- s increased. The people of contiguous districts know each others ar-
own burthens.in ’ :

cumstances, and the proportion which they do and what they ought to pay. Fer
AR MRS 4

atiiice the people in a village ot the Mulki or Burkoor district complained t3 e

WL {

inequality upen general principles. The inhabitants ot each district in Cangm wﬂ;
in the same manner object to their own assessmeat, and attewipt to shift some part

of the burthen on their neighbours, by shewing that they got a greater rent, and.

therefore cught to pay more, than they are rated at. The Coilec(t;orb by ::u;:g:)ng-
this kind of jealousy may obtain the true state of the rents3 an yTl})\ pCEmam
ities may rectify any inequalities in the assessment of Districts. 8 1
L thing about the Country above the Ghats perbaps, but the people
people know 29 av be brought to give the same information against <ach other.
sbuve tho Gei To{ districts has been pretty accurately ascertain:d the Collector
Whan th? B.mem district assesament on maganis and villages in concery with the
may Subdm_de .the 1’;he eople of one will 1 the same manner object to the light
Chiek Ig};gf?lwnt;- maaaf:lis, in the hope of easing themselves, The Collector may
asse§s?xen§§?n ° ZI' id;als or rather superintending the assessment which the In-
go 0% sssessiog I 1Wam<;ng themselves. . As the assessment will be actually made
ha]?r%ants e Set: ?0 or three years in two or three villages or more in each dis-
an.'d collected Sor ;;arue will balieve him in garnest, will know what theilr district L
trwff,.ﬂ}e peoyi.; a,,le 3s°rated at, and will avail themselves of the opportunity yvhich“:-
?{:ggn; ;njﬁ:ig e:;} getting any inequalities levelled. The proprietors of land know -
e acla

y well what their neighbours ought and can pay. They will not consent to
. ver ] :

- : re, and even shame may induece them to fell the truth, and
pay wore t:haxl}fh“z‘;:?;fg;:rs, by witbholding the account of their owa reuts,
not ,pre;udlcz : enei hbours will most likely inform against them. The settlement
1t they &? t. eui‘ ns %elating to it ought to He conducted in public. The Cutcherry
and the d]sw'shs' Of Inhabitants should meet in a sort of assembly in order to P‘:eve.nt
Sel?n;f th;:m;ein cases of disputes the Inbabitants of the neighbouring dis‘rict
partiaiity, ‘
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ragani or village ought to be called to mediate between Individuals, and between
the Collector, and the parties.

Atter the Collector hag o
send it to the Board of Reve
esttlement has been approve
but still it ought to be actu
clared permanent.

nue and after the proportion has been fixed and the
d by Goverament it should be generally introduced,
ally collzeted for two or three years beforo it be de-

The percentage will depend on the amount of the rental. If the rental of
Canara is below ten lae, sowething more than 50 per cent must be taken as land
tax. If it be aboveten lac something less than 50 per ceot must be levied. I
should imagine * that about §0 or 65 per cent, will pay five Jac of Pagodas ss land
- tax, but it 60 or 65 per cent will not pay it ¥0 or 75 per cent mast be taken; how-
ever 1 imagine that 60 or 65 per cent will pay five lac of Pagodas which iaclading
Mulcasee 1 consider the Just amount of Jand tax derivable from Canara, and will
wake up tor any deficiencies oceasioned by not assessing gardens and partioular
estates above thekye kaghiz. When the Collector has collected the new land tax
for & year or two it will be seen whether it answers, and may then be declared per-
 wmanent, Hespecting gardens they should perhaps never be rated above the Kys

kahgiz . The rice lands above the Ghats being public not private property & re-
mission of eight or ten thousand Pagadas may perhaps be necessary to give “the
Bayets up enongh of the rent to constitute them proprietors 25 per cent of the rent
might be enough for thew, for as they are mere tenants hike the people in the
Carnatic it is uot necessary to allow them so much as the proprietors of Canara.

T think that T have now explained my ideas of assessing a permanent land tax
1a Capara, but to prevent mistakes T will coneisel y state what I mean.

I think then that experience has shewn that Canara can and ought to pay five

. - . N . n !
Jac of Fagodas (including Mclwasee)as land tax. Government therefors must fix o

thig sum as their demand on the lands now oceupied and in cuh,}#a.t.io.ﬂ 1 9308”‘
and that the Collector must as far as possible leave the people to dlvld‘B this sum
. 3mong themselves.  If any person thinks this plan romantic or xmpracb}cable none
cag think it unjust, 1 have only ta answer that in Euarepe as well as in [ndia 1t
-Beems very eomumion to fix the a;nount, and leave the payers of the tax to sattle.the
sub assessment among themselves. In India it is very comiuon lu every proviuce
villages are farmed out by the sivkar or the zemindar, and the Rayets settle among
themselves how much each man 1s ty p1y —aad in general this mode of eebtlemt.ant
13 thought tairest, and most satisfuctary contribusions are [ believe nsnally levield
in ths manner. ‘fhe people under their own municipality settle awony themselves
the distribution ot the amount which i3 ordered to be paid, and by this method the

hardship of a eontribution is alleviated. Indeed it is evidently so fair that the
people should as tar a3 possible asses;

themselves, and i3 8o comwon, in {ndia that
1 do not think it will be objected to,

Respecting the amount I have stated my reason for thinking that it-sh .uld be

abeut five lac of Pagodas.

the country hag paid pear that sum under disad-
* Vide statement No. 6. ' -

ot a correct rent roll of the whale province he must.

-'of & small proportion ot land : ' :
1’2::; :':;, Sthfrs who at present pay less thantheir proper proporéion. .'{-‘h.?t g&:
‘wood to bé expected from the measare will arise from the demand being limited o

w (7

. . » . I h.
 yantages which do not operate at present. ' The people have paid this som in ¢

. . " veat
‘sggregate tho' perhaps in unequal proportiens. It Tx; m()}t }fmnbibé: ut::az ;;,3;; ,jg;f::r _
' i ector 4P A8 ne
‘ ill be necessary in equalizing ‘thp«-t‘ax. he Co P #8.0¢
:?%%;Ba;:ssmenb as possible, and after all his enquiries, and tho repregant,gtz:n:
eth eople it will probably appear to be nscessary ’only to lower the a;@guu: b:t
il .Jo-ds who are too much burthened, and colleat ths

; t id more than their share of the pub- .
‘ea te, Those land-lords indeed who paid
;’;c};;’ife; will have to rejoice at the equalization, bat those who are forced fo pay

i ] v t I think
hair. sha ' v j to complain. Respecting Go ernmen
~ their.share will have no just reason ) |
‘ihﬂt ;\s ﬂ;ey have other sources of Bevenue such as the Sea Customs in Canara

.they ought to be content with_aboqt five Ia,c as land Revenue.

Lands which are | parcels of private estates and formerly paid .shist, but now

- are free bevause uneultivated ought to be rated, or to be relinquished by the pre-

sent owners. ‘To wake all private lands pay encourages agriculture, for if the

" proprietor only pays for part he coucentrates his stock and labor on that part of

his land, lets the rest lie waste and thus by avoiding tax gains more by raising a

* amaller produce on a smaller quantity of ground, than he would by raising mare
produce on 8 greater quantity of land. ‘

The amount of advances for Tank, repajrs ought to be deducted from the land

' tax, or rather from the rent in caleulating the land tax on estates where they are

required.

All sivkar lands ought to be given up ;n‘ sold. to. proper persons who will agree
1o take them and pay the land tax.

1 would resort to the same means of recovering balances in -case f}he estates
of the detanlters will not sell which I proposed for’*iMalabar.. The deficiency ‘wh.en
it did not vxcced 10 per cent should t.)e assessed on the v.x}lagg on §he district
where it exceaded 10 per cent of the village land tax, but did not exceed 10 per

cent of the district land tax, ‘ |

Respecting, remissions I see no human means which can be adopted to pre-
vent the necessity of sometimes granting them—until we can command the ele-
ments it will be necessaty to grant remissious in particular cases,

This appears to me to be the only way ix? whieh .2, pe;‘manentg?ebﬂqment mth
each proprictor can be concluded in these provinces. In this way I imagine that it
might be done, but it will require great attuntion for. #wo o ﬁffe& .years to assens
the lands equally ata proportion of the rental, any estate in which there is & clear
profit or rent to the proprietor of 40 per cent o{ the neat prodgc?e wﬂl always
. be saleable property, and therefore the 1evenue will be always real}zed, infact 40
‘ pei- sent of rent in India is more than the clear share of t'he renf enjoyed b)r I.axzd
lords in England it taxes be calculated. ‘.Theﬁ‘;h?dt«lﬂrd in India pays so little in
any other shape that 40 per cent ot the rent is more to him, than the share

‘of the neat produce drawn by the-land.lords at home, who pay tor everything -

shey consume in a variety of ways.
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A plan for the settlement of the Kundapoor district was drawn out in Mr;
Gowap’s Cutcheri on the Malabar priuciples,

upon because drawn out in a hurry and upon materials some what d oubtful, but it

shews the general tendency of the plan, and the rental is probably below the truth
rather than above it. The loss to Government in this district will be 5,725-8-114
Pagodas but this sum will 80 at once to the land to secure the future Revenue and,
perhaps inerease it, and it will be made up in other districts which are now not 8o
heavily assessed as Kundapoor, If however the reatal of Kundapoor should not
tarn out more, or the rental of other districts should not make up for the deﬁciefwy
a greater percentage on the rental must be taken by Government.

L. Estiuare of permanent land tax on the Estates in the district of Kunda-
PooT supposing tinat 60 per cent on the rental of Canara will pay the sum taken as

land tox, say five Lac tor the whole province. The standard of Tippoo for this
district composed ot twa parts shist and shamis.

Shist or old assessment 42,231—9—19
Shumit or Extra 13,706—0— 2

Total Tippoo's standard 55,998—0— 1
Tue revenue settlement of tusly 1,216 is 46,450—6— %

Estivarep permanent iand tax at 60 psr cent of the rent.
Luntan of Rice fields cultivated,

24,407 ~-22L morahs of

seed land, the rent cal-

culated on an average

at 34 morahs of rice in

kind for 1 morah pad-

dy sown will come to

£5,803—3€1 morahs in

kind, which at % pagoda

per morah is 42,904—2—8
Rent in ready money
where customary is 2,68 =52
45,585 —7—10

of uncultivated supposed
rental 1o kind to come

to 2,168—7~—7

in money where custor-

ary 18 135—~5—8

2,304 —2~11
Total Rental of Rice fields 47,890—0—5
RENTAL OF GARDENS.

Total cocoanut Trees 3,35,903

Deduct unbearing 1,64,125

remain 1,71,778

1t is not entirely to be depended

The rent is fixed in two ways.

The first kind of Trees at 12

Pr. Pagoda. )

The second LMY at 20 Pr.

Pagoda.” .
*The medium theretore is 16

Pr. Pagoda, and the whole

rental on bearing Trees is 10,736—1— ¢
_Total beetel nut trees 5,85,106

Deduct unbearing 2,63,740

Bearing Trees : 3,21,766
But of 4hese trees only § pay
£d therefore are deducted and
rewain bearing trees 1,07,122
of these are reckoned three

sorta,

The 1st sort pay 3 kundies
as rent for 1,000 trees.

The 2ud sort pay 2 kundies.
The 3rd sort pay 1 kundi.

The medium to 3,000 trees
is 6 kundies, and therefore the
medium rental ot 1,000 Trees -
may be reckoned at 2 kundies
which at 9 Pagodas per kundi
is 18 pagoda for 1,000 trees,
and for 1,07,122 Trees 18 1,928 —2.~0

BLACK PEPPEL RENTAL.
17,756 Vines produce 1t is said
650 maunds 16 seers valued at

Pagodas 487—8—9
Tﬁi rent may be taken at 162—6—38

CARD;MONS may rent for 432

Total Garden rental 12,831-2-9

SALT.
1625 Bunnies of salt grounds
each bunuy contains 80 muddies
or beds of salt pans, the rent :
ig, for the first kind per bunni 10-0-9

DTSN . ‘ he kye kaghiz 80 per cent

- G lands shoul {in no ¢:s» parhapi pay more than the kye kag er cen
int *1?{’1}3150 p“:;l ggnt on thr rent is the utmost they ouzht to pay 16,009 of these .Cocostitit
?mc h:ffe beoa blown down it is said since-I was there. S

% ¥.B.~—p bunny is 80 small compartments and ie as much as two people can manage.

-
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for 2nd Ditto. §-0-0
for 3rd  Ditto, 6=-0-~0
Average rent per bunni 8~0-0

at which rate the salt Grounds
now manufactured may rent for 5,000-0-0
32% bunnies of unmanufactured
grounds may rent for 264-0-0

Total Salt rental 5,264-0-0
Total rental of rice lands—Gardens and salt 65,985-2-14
of which cultivated and Manu-

rfactured is 63,417-0-3
Uncultivated and manutactured
Is 2,568-2-11
' 65,985-2-15
*Of this rental the proprietors
are to keep 1%th or 26,394-1-0
balance £5th remain as esti-
mated land tax 39,691 —1—14
Add moturpha ete. 1,128—5— 7
Total land revenue 40,714—7—5

Settlement of fusly 1,216  46,450~6-}
Estimated new land revenue
as above 40,714—7—5

Loss to Government 5,7256—S—111

I will now state an estimate for the district of Honawur including 16

Maganis 167 villages, 3,556 proprietors 713 Sirkar tenants, Total 4,269 propri-

etors and Tenants. It is estimated according to some experiments made by the
district servants in Fusly 1,215,

RICE FIELDS.

Moras 28,3304 of seed land
of which the rent in kind is
reckoned 31 morahs of rice ‘
to ‘each {morah of seed, va-

Q}\
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swhich at 1 Pagoda for 16 trees is 17,139—1—14
Beetel nut trees 5,19,233
Deduct unbearing 1,17,560
Bearing Trees . 4,01,673
Which at the rate 16 Pags. per 1000 o
good Trees is : 2,410—0—8

SLACK PEPPER,

Kawns or grounds 55
Vines or roots 31,389 which pro-
duce kundies 28% which may be
valued at 573—1—0 of which the .
rent is 300-—0—0

Sma——

Total garden rental 19,849 —2—6 |

SALT.
122 agger or grounds producing
52,0684 morahs or 650 Garce
at per Garce of
814 morahs aud at 14 Garce per
each bunni is 433 bunnies each

bunni may rent for By Pags.
8—0—0 and the total rental of

salt ground is N 3,464—0—9
%ASTE LAND.
timate may rent :
g)l: \jhzsui};tf;ated d . 4,000 *(g:i)
Total rental of the district 73,350—~3-—0
Deduct Rayets #th - 29,340—1—0
Remains as land tax to the Sirkar 44,010—2—0

Add ready money collections house tax &e. 308-—5—8

Total expected reventtue 44,318—T—8

COMPARATIVE VIEW.

: Tippoo's standard 58,‘236*““'1"‘1 1
luedlat ByhPaégoda;s o .1_6 —4 45037010 Present estimate : 41,#18——_7:— i
pr. 1 morah of seed or 81 rent is 6,037 —0— | Decrease or loss  13,917—7— 3

GARDENS, — -
Cocoanut Treet? 3,28,960 Present Settlement 47,286—5—9
Deduct unbearing 54,033 Present estimate 44,318—7—3
bearing Frees 2,74,227

——

Decrease 2,967 “_8"1
, ———
* N.B.—This revenue is estimated too law probably because it is below the ancient shist,
it will turn gut that the rental istsken 0o low if the rental be the true rental and there be no
other way of making up fur the loss a greater percentage must be taken.
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3. Ankolah ranother district contains,
Y, Maganis—135 Villages,

RICE LANDS CULTIVATED.

27,6504 3 morahs of seed land
the rent in kind may be taken
at 3 morahs rice for 1 morah ot
seed which at By Pags, 1-3-0
per 3 morahs rent in kind is 35,945 —6—7

GARDENS.

‘Cocoannt trees bearing 1,365,047

at 16 trees for one By Pagoda is 3,440—4 —¢
Beetel nut Trees bearing 1,585,572

at 5 By Pags. per 1,000 Trees is 444-7.8
Black Pepper Vines  2,20,335

producing kundies 46§ which may

be valued at 995.9-13 Pagodas of

which the rental is 500-0-0

o, .

Total Garden reatal 9,885.1-14
SALY, |
1512 Garce 20 morahs make 10! Bunnis
which according 1o the customary rent of

8 Pagodas per Buuni makes the whole
1ental in salt grounds 808-C-0

Total rental of cultivated  46,638-8-9
Estimated rental of uncultivated  2,000-0-0

en———

Total estinated rental 8,638 8.9
Deduct Rayets share t4th 19,495.5-4

Balance to the Sirkar {sth 29,183.3.1
Add ready money collections  80-6-2

—

Total estimated expected revenue 29,263-9.3

COMPARATIVE VIEW,

Tippoos standard-  38,123-3-6
"Estimate - 29,263.9-3

Decrease 8,864.4.3

. N oy et et e s

Settlement of fusly 1216 25,904-3.13
Estimate as above 29,263.9.3

—

Increase 7,899 5-6
4. Bilghi contains 13 Maganies 74 villages 782 r

RICE LAN DS.
0,600 kundies of seed land the

L . Eatimate
roprietors 281 Sirkar -

45

**rentWhere of ar gootts may

“be 32,562} kundies which at e
per kundy is ‘ 8,390 d&“!
Uncultivated per Estimate 2,250-0-0

Total Ricé rental ' 10,640-6-4

GARDENS.
Cocoanut trees 161 at 1 By Pags. for 1o Tressis 160-10
Beetl] put trees 1‘%,81.195 '
Deduct unbearing 31,195 .

' Bearing Trees  18,50,000
Un which the rent calculated on
wcount taken in Fusly 1213

~ from 10 persons who had. 8,400

Trees the rent of which was pa-
godas 67-3-5 or ps. 6-0-0 per 100
Trees but as pepper and carda-
moms are including the rent of
1,000 Trees is calculated at 8 in-
stead of 6.0-0 Pags, ' 8,100-0-0

PEPPER.

8,910 roots or vines not xncluded in -

the above the total produce of

which may be 7,200 maunds or 360

kundies which at 18 Pagodas per

kundi is 6,480 Pags. the rent of

which may be estimated at one-

third and amounts to 2,160-0-0 °

CARDAMONS ESTIMATE.

1,96,585 Trees producmg 1,265 maunds az
9 P; per maund is 11,885 ps. the rent of
which may be taken on guess at one third or  3,795-0-0

 wo——

 Total Garden rental 14,07 1-0- 10

COMPARA'I_‘IVﬁ VIEW. Total Bental 24,711—6-—14

b 9,844—5-m12
.\ estandsrd  19481—8—15  Deduot Bayet 1t
Tippoos & 15,377 —~0—14 o —

Esﬁmsﬁe e snrenems - Sivkar Jand tax at (Gth 14,627-.0-2

Decrease 4,104—1—0 Add Hill eto. sundries 5500—13

—— ctronadn

— ted revenue 15,37 7—-0-- 14
t of fusly 1,216 13, 564 10 Total expec .
Bett«laman 0 ¥y Ry

Inorease L7 12-9-- [T
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46 ' COMPARATIVE VIEW.

3. Soondah contains 30 maganies 578 villages 3390 Proprietor 3196 Sirkar

‘I’ippoo"s standard 66, 157-5-10
nants, total 6586 their rental and payment at the rate of Trth may be calculated Estimate a5 sbove &646-4.‘ s
. | " Decrease ~15,511-0-11

RICE LANDS,

24,8104 kundi of seed land, on which
the rent may be taken at 3 kundi of

Settlement of fusly 1216 - 46,532.4.9
Estimate as above 50,5%5_4_ 15

Increase 4*, 114.0-6
Rice to 1 kundi of paddy sown, and 3 ——— ,
kundies may be valued at By Pagodas ' TOTAL OF 5 DISTRICTS ABOVE STATED.
1-5-0 which comes to 37,215-7-8 I. Eundspoor 19 Maganis 140 Villages
2. Honawar 16 ,,. 67 .

GARDENS. 3. Ankalah 1, 1B,
Cocoanut Trees - 28, 150 4. Bilghi B, L
the rent of which at 1 Pagoda for 5. Soondah _::’_(_) ” 578 ”
16 Trees is 1,759-3-12 89 - 1,097
Beetil nut Trees 44,42,853

from which rd must be deducted and

TOTAL RENTAL OF THE ABOVE.
there remaing 14,80,95 1 which may be

5 Districts - 2,95318.8-5
reckoned to yield rent at 2 kundies | ' Deduct Rayets /%th b1s,127-3-0
per 1,000 which at 9 Pagodas per . Balance being {th to the sirkar 1,77,191.0-5
kundi is 18 By Pagodss per 1,000 Add Flouse tax sts. 3,129-9-8
trees and on the above number e e
14,80,95 1 comes to 26,657- 1-0 '

Total expected revenue  1,80,320-9- 13

PEPPER.
22 kawns or grounds or roots 27,77,322
producing neg 9364 valued at 18 Pago-
das per neg is Pagodas 16,857. ''he

COMPARATIVE VIEW,

iz as it i isting of two parts.
ippoo’s standard or Ky kaghiz as it is called consisting o
Tigpecs Shist or old land tax \ 1,65,016-4- 12

. Shamilet or extra assessment . 72,925.7-15
rent where in is calculated at one half or 8,600-0-9 Total Ky kaghiz - 2,38,002.2-11
y kag '
' ' ~ present estimate as above 1,80,320-9- 13
CARDAMOMS. "~ Decrease | 97,68 1-2- 14
::;:i a’;n;:nds I, 1(124. seger;sl llat 8-50 ‘ . Settlement of Fusly 1216 ) ],172(’)833(;05; l?g
T maund is 9,556-1-4 ago- ' ‘ . Present estimate as above 1,80,320-9.
das the rent of which may be guessped at  5,000-0-0 | ' I ' ~—-—~4—§2~§-1-;
— _ ‘ nerease " O
Total rental on Gardens 41,416-4-13 '
i — L X . i i godas 482-8-14
Total rental of cultivated =~ 78,632-2-4 By this estimate 1t appears tt.m the Government will o pa'd deal of gard
.0-0 o these b Districts, but as they contain a good deal o garden
Waste on guess 4,000 by the new land tax oo 3 i little more
. . ......_.--; and are poor districts it may turn out that the Sirkar musf; rf:rplt a little' m
ll;?i :sg:atssd I‘;e"t314 th g?gg;-;-o : which may be made up in other richer and lower assessed districts. L
et Rayets share .4 33,092- 9- o . :
_ ' . ‘ N _ Estimate for Permanent Settlement of Canara taking the rental on such
izag; land zax a: 5th fzf7791-31-;¥ materials as T could collect and adopting the Malabar Plan of assessment,
ouse tax ete, ,067-1-11 - , naterials

r———— S ———

Total expected revenue 50,646-4- 15
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SOUTHERN CANARA.
Cultivated rice lands—
st kind ot land
60,000 moras of 60 Kanis Beejwarie
or pukta seers 51 and 34 Rs. weight
at a rental of 3—6—0 per morah 2,16,000—0—0
2nd kind ot Land,
46,000 Moras *
at a rental of 2.0-8 per morah 94,300-0-0
drd kind ot land,
70,000 moras.

at a rental of 1.0-8 per morah 73,500-0-0

1,76,000 morahs. Total 3,83,800-0.0

——

UNCULTIVATED RICE LANDS.

1st kind of land,
4,400 morahs at 3.3.12 per morah 4,725-0.0
A 2nd kind of Ia.nd, ,
1,800 morahs at 1.7-8 per morah 5,150.0.0
. 3rd kind of land
- 3,600 morahs at 0.9.6 per morah 3,375-0.0
T _*
6,800 11,250-0-0

| 1,82,800 - Total morabs of land Total Pagodas 3,95,050

ADD GARDEN
On rough Estimate

Cocoanut Trees 9,12,000 .
at 16 trees rent per one Pagoda is Pags. 5,700-0.0

Soopari trees 3,61,000
at 73 Pagodas per 1,000 Troes is 2,707.5.0
; Black Pepper 28,000 roots
at a produce of 105 kundies at 15 Pags,
per kundi is 4 as rent is 525:0«0
, Total Garden " 60,232-5-0
BUNNIES OF SALT.
400 manuiacturing bunnies
8t 8 Pags, per bunni is 3,200-0.0
130 Bunnies not in present use is 1,040.0.0
_ ~ Total rental  4,59,522.5.0
of which rent of cultivated land is 4,47,232.5.0
Do. ot Waste 12,290.0.0

Total  4,59,522-5.0

- 4,240.0.0

Deduct Rayeta share 4th 1,83,809.0-0

Remains to sirkar %th 2,75.718-5.0
Nugdrat ., 45021410

N semrast gt sm————

2,80,215-6-10 .

* . Ky Kaghiz or standatd of . Settloment of fusly 1215, 2,54,769=5—=15

. Tippoo on the above Vis. Pregent estimate 2,80,215—8-10
“* " Shist  1,62,957~=0-4 Increass 25,4460l
Shamilet 1,26,298—5wa5
2,30,254—1~9
Present )
o }2,80,215-—6«-10
- Bstimate .-

. QYIS fe—s

Decresse = 9,088—T-=18 :
Rental of Northern Canara 2,95,318-3-5

Deduct 4th - 1,18,127:3.0
D . 1,77,191.0-5
~ Add house tax ete, 3,129-9-8

Northern Canara Total  +1,80,320.9-18
Southern Canara as above 2,80,215-6-10

L

Total 6/10th of the whole  4,60,536-6.7

| ) or star Pogodas 5,26,327-12-72

* Deduct amount which it may bé ' -
necessary to remit on the rent of Gardens - §0,000-0-0

“ o 4,96,327-12-72

Settlement of fusly 1215 . 4,97,198.13.0 ——— e

Proposed settlement  4,96,327-12.72 : ‘
Decrease 801-0-8

Rental of southern Canara /3 Districts 4,59,522-5.0

do. of Northern Canara districts : 2,95,318-3-5

. Total rentsl of Canara : . 7,54,840-8.5

When the permanent land tax on each estate has been fixed it is possible to
introduce the Mootadari system with some modifications nearly in the mode sug-
gosted in Major Munro's letter of the 9th November 1800. In this case Govern-
went would do to the Mootahdars what the former soverigns of Cunara did to
Enamdars-assign to them the land tax payable from such and such lands without
giving them any interference with the land-holders, & commission of 6 per: cent
would perhaps be sufficient to cover the risque and expence of the Mooghdm:,
where one Maganie is large enough to constitute a mootah it might be made ' over

to the chief man in the magani, where the maganies were small two or 'threg
might be united, so as to make the Mootahs run from four to five thousand Pa-

godas annual jumma, however the larger the Mootah the greater the security ol

'
oy

* This estimate is on guoss bﬁt mey be compared with statement No. 6,
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the land tax, just as the man who insures a great many houses or ships will care less
for petty losses, and be less likely to fail, so the great will be less likely to fail
than the small mootahdar, Major Munro’s plan appears in every respect well
adapted to the purpose except that the commission of 2} per cent seems hardly
enough. The mootahdar must keep peons and accountants and & Shroff he must
collect and remit the money to the Cutcheri, he wust stand all losses and defray

contingent expences 6 per cent would be necessary at least to enable hima to do all

this easily. It seems also contrary to the plan which has been introduced else-
where to oblige him to pay any increase upon the extension of cultivation. With
' these exceptions a mootahdari settlement might be introduced into Canara and
‘Malabar, It would be a financial opera‘ion something like the mortgage or sale of
the land tax or rather it would be farming the land tax and attended with all the
- advantages and disadvantages of the farming system, except however that as the
farn.crs are to be heriditary they will not be so oppressive as temporary farmers
usually are, and who always ruin a country, The chief advantages would be that
the Board of Revenue and the Collector would be relieved from a good deal of
trouble which the detail now occasions, that the Collector will be less liable to be
sued in Court by the Land-lords whose property he may distrain, or whose persons
he may confine for arrears, that Collectors will not be so skilful nor take so much
pains as mootahdars in the management of the revenues that sll men of talents
and experience will look to Judicial situations, and that as none perhaps but young
men will be found to take Collectorships attended with so much risque and trouble
the business will perhaps not be so well conducted, and that suits and arrears,
and confusion will ensue which the mootahdars would have prevented that the
vexatious interference of sirkar servants will be precluded, that the people will
bave greater confidence in the permanency of the tax, that the Mootahdars will
- exert themselves to get the waste land cultivated, that a good deal of the capital
of the towns which are in the haads of soucars and rich merchants will flow into
the country and produce improvement, that the land tax on each estate, having
been previously fixed no interference nor danger can result to the land-lords, that
the soversigns of Canara have often assigned the land tax of certain cstates or
villages to Enamdars, and that they have had Rajabs in Malabar Soonda and in
the Southern part of Canara and that therefore the Mootahdari system is pot
entirely inconsistent with former usages and finally that it would assimilate the
revenue administration of Canara and Malabar to that of the other provinces,

. These are advantages certainly which demand attention, however it may be
right to state the disadvantages of such g system. It is impolitic to limit the land
revenue of a great province especially

: of one in which there is much waste land,
tho’ it may be absolutely necessary to limit the demand on Individual estates., It

‘may be expected that a good deal of land may be brought under cultivation in 50
years of our mild Government and become liable to pay a land tax like those
estates now assessed. In the event of War ot the public nece:sities increasing,
stem will be prevented from levying an ad-
. Ifin such a case

" a8 they laid on two Shillings in the pound in England it will fall very heavy on
the lands now undar cultivation,

hereafter be brought under cult

but be nothing comparatively on thoss which may -
ure, Government will be torcedd : }",‘S’ﬁouble the -
RERRMIGHE 1 1T TR

81,
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burthen of thigae: whe now pay to make up for the deﬁcien?y on tl;ese }ﬁgsoo:z::
do not p;.y ﬁhaold land tax., This oquctign however applies to the w. ;;88 oty
and has therefore been considerad -aird replied to ; however I must c?né :s a,lyégdy _
see no easy way of raising an additional land revenue from t'he’ provin |

settled in Mootahwari,

Another objection to the mootahdari system is the .inﬂuence a(.ind $§;na§:
which it gives the mootahdar to the diminution of the mtere.sf. an 9;:-1 . wiich
e e e i e

en the theatres of dreadful Civil wan : ind

?::‘felf;eiq;::gx{gb:hro’ the Country wonders how t:hey are ‘kqpl: | 11'11 c;“blzzrlg;-
This objection has been already amply discussed, but it a.pphes w1: 8 mtefon o
i her objection is that the revenue wo ’ o A ,
:;?:h_paany:tzel!i.g;?ﬁxed land tax is the surest pledge ".fdi‘ ms due r(elatzatm!;, :::
when the land tax is transferred to a farmer thg ggcnfnty lf.wea:g.eﬁ :lcggﬁan vy
pledge is put into his Hands, and the money passes thro an lal?a e
The whole value of the whole lands of a mootah w111 ‘be _a more d: ol .ges g
than the rent, personal, and constructive property of the Moota.h rth o tlgion o
the situation of the Mootahdar is rather an office than & solid estaie the divi

it among his sons according to the Hindoo law would cramp the efficiency and

weaken the security which Government originally expected from the office, ~This

is an argument generally applicable to mootahdars but in Canara and Malabar

where the mootahdar would so especially be a farmer o.f revenue, ‘a.n‘d heredlt:;y’
Tassildar, that it is particularly applicable to thess provinces. Thlg obpqhgg |

“been fully stated before.

The argument in favor of Mootahs that tl.mv stock of the Towns wxél «ﬂov;v
into the Country by the speculations of soukars is n?t strong. When :; lan ?xt;s
once fixed, and the people are sure that only a certain known light share ‘o ei

t will be taken by Government every man wl.lo has gpirit, and m.eans t.o specu
ot i seulture will do so, He will not consider whether he (if he 1mpro.ves
lﬁte ol agm:;lheul;awet; to whc;m he lends (if he does not mean to improve la:fd him-
::Tfl)s?;’g :ltl.e Jand tax direct to Government, or thro’. a Moot?,hda.r He hi\;nll-to;lny. |
consider the expences and the probable profit, a.nd: will accordingly turn. a:l
tion and his capital to agriculture, or other pursuits as they may g:-omxse t: ’v::;
tages. The Soukars now lend money upon the Secur{ty of the lands even ko °
lafd ;.ax be not absolutely fiixed—no moctahdar can give them greater secuz}-::y n:e
will .they be more inclined to lend, nor the Rayets more able to borrow becauss

Government have farmed the land tax.

In respect to the.objection that men of abilities will get into the Judicial liz:g
1 think that good salaries will secure the service of men sufficiently able to oarry in
the business of a, pollectorship,

Respecting the vexation occasioned b)f the intorforencg of 7 :
may be easily believed that the heart burning and Jealox;:xes f
be{ween the mootahdar and his forl.ner equals over whomulde f
his impbttaﬁc\é,« and disgust by the. insolence of office, wo
lance the vexsdion occasioned by sirkar servants.
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" "The ensiest but the worst way of settling these provinces would be to divide

. them into mootahs at onte, to take an average of the collection of former years, and
fixing the Jumma on that average, sell the mootahs without any more ado, as we
have done in the sirkars and Baramahal, But in this case if the land tax were
not previously fixed we should in reality give the mootahdur legislative powers, if

not confer upon him the actual property in the lands of those who are now -
independant proprietors. Such a measure would be I should imagine as unjust, as

it would be impolitic, indeed it would be impossible unless we at least established
a rate at which the lands were to-be assessed. But even where a. rate was fixed
and it were left to the mootahdar to carry into effect no body can suppose that he
‘would do it impertially the Mootahdars if they were left to assess the land tax

would favor their own friends, relieve the greater and richer, and throw great part

of the burthen on the lower proprietors, and manage in such & way that their own
lands and that of their friends shounld go tax free—a sceneof iniquity, and at all
events of altercation, would ensue, which could never be so well settled in Court,
ag it could be prevented in the Cutcherrie of the Collector. It the Collector cannot
-in the first instance fairly settle the tax on each state, there is little hope of its ever
being done in Court after every thing has been thrown into confusion by the
sltereation of the parties—as I have sat a long time in a Zillah Court I may be

- supposed to know how difficulu it is, what delays ensue in settling Revenve causes —
as s Collector, & man may settle more in one day than as a Judge in a month
. perhaps. The forms, and appesals occasion a great delay. The simpler and poorer
~ gort would be ruined, the richer and cunning would shield themselves behind the
‘ample target of a rejoinder, There is at present no standard in either Malabar or
Canara which counld be prescribed to the mootahdar as a rule for him to make his
sub-assessment, If Government fixed his Jumma at an average of former years
éollections it would be but fair that he should be guided by the same rule in
sabdividing it among the proprietors, but this latitude would give him an arbitrary
power ‘which Government alone should. exercise, The present proprietors would
~ most likely consider the mootakdars as men put over them eventually to engross
their rights, The settlement of Malabar is net yet made, and there would be
ample - sGope 'for the “arbitrary-procseding of a mootahdar. The settlement of
Cinara is made annually upon an imaginary settlement of Tippoo which is at least
onie lac of Pagodds more'than the country can pay and as the Collector annually
raises or lowers the asséssmént gocording to circumstances, and to the meansof the
Rayets upon this inadequate standard, his settlemeént is’as arbitrary as if there was
no standard, ' The assessment is alsp very unequal in the wholeand in the partsof
which it is coinposed, so that' whether the shist, the shist with a percentage of the
Shamit, or a percentage of the standard be taken-as & general rule the inequality
will still exist, the only rule which could be prescribed to the mootahdar would be
a percentage of the rent gueni—and it Government think that the mootahdar could
settle the land tax on this principle better than the Collector, I think that they

- ought to mootahdari these provinces immediately, but in my humble opinion the
land tax ought to be formed direct with the Landlords, I wish to-untie; not cut
this Gordian knot, If Government are resolved to. have mootahdars it may be
done hereafter, but to do it at-once would I should imagine strike at the root of
private property. But it Government wisk the Collector to settle the ‘land tax

alienation of land, the registry
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direct. It they wish to have & just and equal assessment levied they ought X think

“to.encourage. and suppgrt the Q'Cgllegzﬁgrs, as much_as possible. The@eaﬁs of

Justice ought ndt to interlere until-the land tax s fixed and declared perm&a@!fﬁby
Government. Ifthe Oﬁlie&pxﬁnis checked, discouraged or alarmed by prosecutions,
his zeal will dsmp, his caution will degenerate into timidity, while personal responsi:
bility and the fear of tho Court hangs over him, he Will it is true goon the, best
way he can 80 28 ¢ avoid being removed : but no vigorous exertions without which
this kind of land tax cannot be introdtced can be expected from. him, +The poor
will pay more, the rich lesa than their share, the cunning will escape, the.simple
will pay. - The chicanery, delay and multiplicity of causes will pravent. the .Court

from being useful while they will act in terrorem to preyeat the Collector venturing

on medstires whieh may bé highly equitableand expedient, - Tho Collector. has an
immediate interest in protecting the Rayet and there is little danger-ot bis oppress-
ing $hem; and if he cannot prévent the temporary oppression of Nalive geryants

- it is npt flikq}y*ﬁ}é.i{tbe-’Co‘urt;iﬁi}} be able. For these ressons. I think that’ the

‘Court ought to have no interference, ought t6 take no cognizance of revenneaffairs

B s

until the pprmixhcﬁt_ land tax is confirmed, ‘then indeed they. will; .be Qﬁﬁh&i@lj

" neceadary to defend the rights of the proprietors, the:Courts have a. great. deal of

business in"deciding causes between Individuals—there are_many such. relating to
1and which are objects propérly cognizable' by thet. but: for the Collector, to be
interrupted in the middle of an intricate settloment such asI have deseribed will
ngr only,be very, ig}cg&y{gniﬁgg&,ﬂhggsygiﬂ@efe;_;t.,l‘.he plan.. The Courts have a great

WP i Tr v epevh G ar [ P P R e R LA S
deal of business, which even the zeal and mdu‘s,trypof‘the Judges cannot entirely
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- keep down becaus: private property in the soil is not so readily admitted nor Well
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established in other zillahs indeed $he people complain ggn}gya}w ofthe ﬁe{axyﬁwh
sgems an unavoidable attendynt on Couxts of Justice, "however everything ought

= ¥ It

to he done to settle the Civil suits. ~The peopls of Sondah, Bilghi, and "Wynaad,
complain of the hardship of going below the ghats, I should think that thé Court
‘might benefit agriculture by gradually adopting rules which miay” facilitate the
ation of land, the registry of all deeds, leases and mortgages of land would

T have already stated. 'The Regulation * 1802 does

this in some measure it is ‘true, but it may not be sufficiently vigorous. I would

;

also be proper for the reasons

have all auch deeds invalid unless registered in some public office—a merchant has

a plea for compiaint if he is forced to register bis transactions but ot (one would

think) a landlord whose property is seén known palpable, 1o one can be mistaken

respecting his income, the general value of his estate, and the amount which may

be safely advanced upon it, sécrecy does nob ‘s'éétg;'xié@éssh:ii'y'}‘uhless the lund-lord

_means to deceive by a secret alienation or double mortgage. The Court might

. o e

, also S@frip}ifx_ the various deeds ; conditions, and gradations, of mortgage, lease, and
_sale and establish certain forms whieh would facilitate decisions, and render trans.
R R O Ak TE ) JERE O L il A g ) LI T s Te s .

actions more certain, the Gentlemen in Malabar can do this the moré éasily, - glace
TN A S KO T e Eytvngs 3 i : :

they are so well acquainted with the language, ‘customs, ré;gi"im;;{t\vxré,‘v and laws of
the Country. ‘ i

o
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fljhe atrocious deeds which were formerly so frequent in Malabar and Canara
are sa%d‘ to be less common, The rebellions of Malabar were not objects of police
but Civil wars which burnt with a raging or smothered flame eversince the Com-
pany got that province. Mr. Baber cannot be too lighly commended nor rewarded
in my humble opinion for his zegl, activity, and success in suppressing the Pyche
rebellion which has cost the lives of a great number of brave officers and troops,
and enormous sums of money, all which loss and destruction must have continued
had. not Mr. Baber finished the rebellion by surprizing the Rajah. The Moplah
rebellion was suppressed by the true partizan talents and activity of Captain
Watson and his kolkar corps which has suffered more and merited more than per-
baps some regular corps. Indeed considering the strength of the ‘Cou-ntry the
d.rt‘ea.dfullveffects ot the climate, and the long impunity I xpay”say ‘which the r;bels
en;o.)red, I think that the present tranquil state of the Couatry reflects the highest
O.I'Gdlt on every person connacted with the administration 'of Malabax Canfa:'a is
like Ma%abax" and has been the s8ene of frequent rebellion and civil i;Vz;r. It has
?:s;rqxez Ifzmce the first year of tha C_or{Jpa,ny;s Government because Major,Munl‘O
oo hp per measures to secure tranquillity when the province was first subdued ;
‘ad he not acted in so prompt and prudent a manner it would have been the scene

of th? same confusion which has distracted Malabar since it eame under the Com-
pany’s Government. :

b ;[‘be police of Canara has therefore been excellent ‘as well as that of the ceded
dlﬁtﬂ(j!:tg altho’ travellers may some times have waited half 'an hour for their eggs
and mlek, and even then have got stale ones, considering the former state of these
countries the property and persons of the people are secure, no person who has
conversed with the people of these provinces can have failed to observe their
gen.era.ljopinion on this subject. This good police arises from the 'rigofb'_us prose-
eution of offenders, and from the co-operation of the body of the vpedple.ﬁho have
.been brought to support the Civil Magistrate, The Collectors ought as has been
.wa.l.ready_ proposed to superintend the poliée, but T should think ought not to be too
mich burthened with minute ordinances. 1f they are, distracted with minuto regt-
lations:they. capnot attend to the more important.pal';s of their duty. The Judges
would then be relieved from the vexatious and tedious duty of the criminal depart-
me‘-)t-' and would haye more till;lf? ‘m«d 'a more collected minds to attend to the
gﬁ;‘lgz of _Ciﬁ};suits, which is certainly more difficult and perhaps mOf? important
Aprop-er*‘qugi:)g mt? thefts and robheries. If the decision of Civil suits s dfslq.yed,
The cegrts 'in’tgf: c:l'sega‘é?“b}g the gollection of the revenue may be u'npgded *,
poverty of the peogle Pa;:;; f:: ;ht?:? :;i'f:y cause’slzv l;lu:h 'Eéparﬂ;:i; “;ngéglotni?
Muaro to.the decision of suits th Court ntion whict ‘has en paid | y Lo .
causes in, which the Rayets are e Courts ought, to postpone the consideration 0
. g : ¢ .. . . : .
not leave their fields without lb;s?ncemed during those months m which they can

* There is no immediate nevessite. fon .
o this accl:umtn}o ‘m:r;edxate necessity for deciding Civil suits and they are sometimes put off
oo Grieotins but the Goutt of cireuit 6omo round and keop the Zillah, Jndge, so slert sbout
nminal Department that the Civil Judicationis apt to become a secomdary business.

g n d g

of Governwment and to the talents and exertions of tlie Gentlewen wig a w1+ 2o

:; present p
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So much has been said on the subject ot police that it seetas dnnecessary t7
say any thing more on the subject except to observe that as far o= f o-ui w2 “hz2
police of Malabar, Canara, and the ceded districts, is very well mon 2o
considering the former state of the Country, the persons and properiy of w = 2
are secure, and that this happy state of security is owing to the wis. “r

[ I

7o

those provinces. The_few persons with whom I had an opportunity ot btk 2,
*the observations I was able to wake convinced me that the people are very well
pleased with the administration altho’ in the coded districts they complain about
the bad seasons. It they murmur any where, it arises from ill humour occasioncd-

by idleness and scarcity--a fine rain would give them employment and good spiri!§

On the whole the "situ:\ti;in of the provinces which T have yisit-ed has appeafad
<o as to give te great satistaction, alths’ I did not stay long enough nor perhaps
take the proper means to acquire minute information. I think that the local

officers ought to collect and digest and a member of the Board might then go and

give an opinion on the accounts and Statements prepared by the Collectors. I
shall if Government approve of it revisit Malabar and Canara when the rental has
een ascertained and divided, dud the plan of assessing it which I have suggested

is in a state of forwardness, All enquiries howevar regarding the produee, popula-

tion and%'customs ot the country, can be ‘dscertained and reported upon, only by
the local officers. Ihave refrained trom going into detail so much as I intended
and have proposed merely general principles becatse no one but the Collector can

undertake to sta‘e matters of account which ought to go thro’ all the channels of
the Tahsildars and the Cutcherri to-prevent mistakes. I must here observe that
I got every assistance from the Collectors especially Mr. Gowan at Kundapoor *
whose answer to your Lordship’s‘qderies ‘accompanies thisreport and from whom
1 acquired a great deal of information.

1f any body supposes that it would be goqd policy:to"é.a'cri'ﬁde‘ the rights of the
roprietors to the supposed advantages of great land-lords or extensive
will consider the subject deeply. It will be found that those
provinces when ssttled in the way proposed, will be in that s’it‘gacidn which the
soundest authors the greatest political econotnists, and wisest sﬁa;esme:n,ha‘ve ever
thought best suited to produce general happiness, and the greatest »ag‘ricultural
improve’menf?*‘they will be divided among a yeomanry,a great pumbez ot small
proprietors. 1 shall not attempt to quote because I have no books at hand 'an_d
because those who take the trouble to read my paper have I dare say read more and
remember more than I do—bowever Icannot help observing that ancient Egypt,
China, and India, under its native princes, Italy under the ancient system, have
been most celebrated for agricuiture and greas population, and that all thiese coun-
tries while they flourished were cultivated by a number of small proprietors or by
gmall farmers who paid so light a rent that they were nearly on the same footing
because their favourable tenures were secured by custom. Italy
was full of people and cultivation fell off when
When rivers which had formerly divided -

tarms, 1 beg that he

as proprietors,
when conquered by the Romans

great citizens engrossed great estates.

* Vide appendix.
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independent states became the boundries of private estates, the Romau is eaid to

have Supported his famlly Qn the I'Odllc Mo w \f e ailot
. HEST s AR t
tl - vid "p‘ ™ ‘e 0 . a"n ac'rQ‘ 3 t O Jugem as th 11 -

noss gﬁ::p:h::sh w:s so fertile under the Roman Govertment became a wilder”
the fall of the EmQ;l am"lj‘zg the nmthem. Chies Who conquered the provinces on
of men and chk%"e: hls' raay be attributed in some measure to the destruction
butes the continu d‘:ir'm,g the Invastons of the Barbarians, buy Adam Smith attri-
very Iste tioes meth Tcourz:gelf:en_t of.agriculture from the fall of the Ewpire to’
anited—the wisest era‘w‘ ot primogeniture and entails which kept great estates
froe. slionation ém I;tncmmv. ha}rti t:ondemnod»gll laws which tend to fetter the
great dogres to’ :n g:,- .eck the lelSIOR‘ of land, the grandure of England i3 in a
employez in depr:s:i “bgt'ed to the wisdom ot Henry VII whose wholo reign was
ment, the evasion AR the ve I'Y,-;grgat‘,.a.nd‘\;;axggngme very low—the Law of eject-

s vasion of putails, che .1avention of long leases, the conversion of suvten-

ants into sub-proprietors, the ipation of o
services which all seew t_o'hév:ér;mm“‘ of the smaller land-holders from feudal

h | i N . . A
for‘::iziulli ”: ;Upmge_d“tp bﬁt_»he ChM causes ot the prasperity ot Encland. The
by the lawsuvah' rznc”nd other continental countries has beon confessedly checked
which.enabled the great,to keep together vast éﬁiat'és; where estates

are vary la . Ak
1y large they must be managed either thro’ the agency of rapacious bailiffs,

or 19389d to f&rmers__t ) . PR
triffer, —the great land lord is usually s proud noble, an expensive

or an idle squire, and they are full as like oA .
ate as much so in India aé_ivu‘Eu{opé. 11l a8 likely to be 80, snd where they exist
his estate himself he generally does

to himself and to the public,

. It such a land-lord manages any part of
it badly and consequently occasions a loss both

because the b ;
stter ;
produce and greater the rent, t : a farm is wanaged the greater the
2 © rent, the farming ot Gentlemen is a2 loosine concern. In
g .

Erngland i
gland indeed some Noblemen and Gentlemen of great estate are not only skill-

tul tarmers but Philoso
chewistry to assist mot
lords no doubt the arg

}I:h‘cémprqvers who have brought down all the secrets of
er Karth i performing her task, where there are such land-

anxious to improve tixe‘ 1:;1((;[‘ they iet. thefr lands to farers. armers are 2ot 5o
such an interest in the sgil " hroprictors, oven long leases o o o o o
gt source of (e :: ;ctual propertfy. if long leases are a}lowed to be the
When a man knows that the lov:i greatly must actual property excite industry.
has 10 Jord, g cuperior noneatn 1hs h\s.own, thaf: his so‘n .Wlu gucceed to it that he
posterity are to Teap thz; full h 0,8 are m. the fruits of his industry, that he and bis
than that of the farmer wh *;“‘e“ o ?“8 taors his exertions must bo grosier
where Prdfessinns and t‘mtos:hease oipires wn o few years. I s ot
s 10 gob o s b sucoee:]. hoohisusl;;mdr-:y are %mreditary, where a man’s first duty
small estate has every char thap bt ml?ty' e ey e O
spire;, In other przm@:fm oty o Jossions aad Tndian projudices can 1o
greafest attachment to taei - and-Bojders. ave Knaadary who shew Phe
G et estaton tontt aeir En&fn lands, . The Luws and Customs which keep
oAt ogether originated in pride and fear—they were ‘only sﬁi“d to, and

Y sbout 3 acres. I — | :

20 gffeatgd'betwéqh: the time of Henry VII and

ument does not hold good, but in general few such men will

o
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admitted info couintries where the sovereign power was weak, the great improve-
ments in the police as well as agriculture ot Kurope bave chiefly resulted fromr
breaking up those overgrown KEstates. 1f may be said that great estates never
existed in India but the same kind of policy which kept them united so long in
Earope produced Poligars Rajahs and Zemindars—Force —official conveuience and
defence under weak Governments seem to have produced these monsters in Civil:
society but as they were all officers of Government or pensioners or petty Princes,
they seem neither to have claimed nor esercised the right of property in the soil,:
Sor did they interfere farther than fo receive the sirkar rent fx:om the Rayot. They
affected and atill affect the style of princes. Where such people existed, it was very
pfudenb‘to' keep them quiet; aad convert a dangerous Chieftain it possible into &
country Gentleman of large estate; but it was in iteelf certainly inconsistent with
prospects ot agricultural improvement, It might be state policy but it was not ot
itself immuedintely adopted to increase the produce of the lsnd, or the general
opulence——to make a petty prince a great military or police officer the landlord
of an immience tract of country, including Towns, and rivers, and forests, and
mountains, and roads, might have been pradent, justas war, as expence, &s sari.

“fices, of tarritory are sometimes prudent, but it could never immediatuly affect the

jmprévement of agriculture or increase the general prosperity, except indirectly by

 geouring the state tromt the opposition, and even rebellions whiou those Chieftans

might have excited. It indeed produced advantage to the country by limiting the

demand of Government but demand may be limited without orwating great lands "

lords or rather great farmers of revenue. To convert an hereditary otfice —~a Jurise -
diction—a Military distriet; an office which at most could be cunsidered a kind ot

incorporeal property, iuto a parcel of land, into absolute partible property in the

soil, appears to be doing what the poliey ot Europe has been labouring for ages to

undo. : )

1t would be equally contrary to that policy to introduce mootahdars into these
with a view to condence property, to unite small and create groat estates,
exeept that the policy which may have justified the measure in the sirkars where
those chiefs existed directly opposes it in these Districts, and that no great advan-
tage, but very great disadvantages would probably result from so unjust an

operation.

provinces

Unless the right of the present proprietors are secured by a fixed land tax
assessed by Government itself they must fall into vessallage, they will hecome
_nere tenants, instead of proprietors; instead of cultivating their own—they will
cultivate their master’s lands, and according to the usual course of /things will cul-

tivate worse. ‘

may imagine that mootahdars ate better than small proprietors,
s are supposed by some writers and farmers in Europe to be
better than small; but the slightest attention to the subject convinces oune that this
great questi‘on which has emiployed the pens of theorists and the ploughs of prac-
tical speculators in Burope is not connected with the sabjeet of mootahdari snd
RyoiSW'ari. W hother thers afe Mootahdars of no the same cultivators who have
cultivated the earth bitherto must go on cultivating it hereafter— the Mootahdaris
a farmer of Revente not a tarmer of land—he may have some bullocks and bea
bat as & mootahdar he can never cultivate, and bhardly ever su-
tivation of his own mootahj he must snd will let out his

Some people
because large farm

Ryot himself t00,
perintend even the cul
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la§;».m the present occupants, even tho' he were constitated by law lord of the
80115 no others could pay so much vent because they could not generally speaking

cultiva ith s R
tvate with so much success —therefore even tho’ he could and were to turn them .

all cut, and undertake t vatl i i
(had h; ok £ 3 ‘f tlhe c’ultn ation \'vxth his own bullocks, slaves, and laborers,
0 it) he would be ruined mest likely. Agriculture hag been ex-

tended and improved in Europe since cottagers were turned out of their small

farms. I believe that one skiltul industrious tarmer with good implements and cat-
1]e. and half a dozen able labourer could do more than an hundred families ot idle
gxghland cottage.rs could do formerly; but this is because the cottagers in ancient’
: l:il .ople and' oW In some parts ot it were idle ignorant people whose farming was

ad; they did not make the land produce half what it could. and has since produced
by bfatter management ; yet they consumed more than a fe;v better tarmers couid
require but the improvement did not result from the mere union of small farms.
It arose from turning out ten people who could produce but little, and putting in
vne good farmer whose skill industry—and stock enabled him to ’raise Iore pro-
duce than all the ten could do before at 5o much less expense, and theretore to pay
8o much more rent, these cottagers were originally slaves z;nd retainers of the

preat landlord, and were a very ignorant, idle, turbulent set ot people, from whom

no g i
great exertions could ever be expected; but the proprietors in Malabar and Ca-

nara are e} : B
¢ & very cifferent set of men who have reclaimed Waste, pared away the sides

:}(1 hills planted fine gardens: and practised husbandry with skill and success from

© most remote period. The Mootahdar could not pretend to teach them their
business, an.dA instruct them in that noble art which_is.their patrimony, the heridi-
tarv professxon of hushandry and occupation of certain lands gives them an heriditary
knowledge of the soil and seasons and proper mode of culture, which no stranger
coul:i possess—the mootahdar has no more skill than any of them, and could not
theretore improve the husbandry by superior knowledge, ,

Anot.her advantage usually attributed to great farmg is the scope which a
great capual affords—the great farmer may keep certain fislds under particular
;:!?s)p:ri?x? fmanagement._he may have fallows and routines of crops, he may reserve
fa s AR IOT & go.od prce, he may make every thing turn to account——.the great

Tmer no doubt in India ag well as in Europe has great advantages, and is enabled
to make a greater profit in proportion to his rent than the small farmer *.

mak :: ;a;:rt::r ;n;t:.nce in t.he ceded Districts who pays 200 Ifa.godas per annum
than the poor farpmo y;nd raises a greater produce in proportion to that rent f
of the great § er Who only pays 109 Pagodas. However in this case the profit

groat farmer will not be more than the intorest of his capital employed In

|
* Abo t 4 i ot
00 acres in the pper country of India as well ag in Enrope seems the best size.

t N.B.—In the Coded District
& Ryt of the first class cultivating
Pags. gets by one average 423 per
Ryot of the second class cwltivatin
gets by the same average only 45

% the farmers may get a share in the following proportions
2173 acres of land & paying sircar Rent 243—4—0 Ms.
ceot of the gross prodace after deducting merahs etc. a
& 178} acres aod paying Sirker Roat Ms. Pags. 178—0—8
per cent afier deducting u;s rahs.

A Ryot of the third class cultivating !
g 142 acrss and paying si 312 e
the same average ooly 38 per cent afsor deducting memgss;tcg tirker Rt 18130 goieby

r-u?"s shews the greater profit derived by the Wealthy or rather the less indigent farmer.

‘proprietors are
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his farm, the poor farmer has no stock of value employed at least none to signify
while the great farmer has a great many bullocks a great deal of stock, a good deal
of ready money to pay his expences—all which constitute his stock, and which
must be replaced with a profit—his original stock' must be renewed his: annual
expences repaid with interest 8o that were the accounts of the great and small
farmer fairly balanced it would most likely be found that in proportion to the stock

- skill and labor employed the great farmer had not raised more produce nor derived

a greater profit than the small farmer. If a farmer has stock sufficient for the field
he occupies his prodace and profit will be in the same proportion whether his farm
be small or great, the earth generally produces in proportion to the labor and ex-
pence bestowed upon it, the division of labor so important an advantage in.
manufadbures has little effect on agriculture. If this is the case in Europe and the
best auihors especially Adam Smith seem to think so, great capitals can do little in
Indian husbandry by promoting the division of Labor—even in Indian manu.
factures circumstances render the division of Labor almost unnecessary at least
there are few manufactures. in which the division of labor is carried far, It there-
fore the division of labor which does so great things in the manufactures of Europe
is in a great degree unnecessary in the manufactures of India, and if the division of
labor does so little in the agriculture of Europe how shall we expect any great
advantage from it in the husbandry of India. It seems evident indeed that in
Europe great farmers have improved the breed of cattle, have gone to great ex-
pepse in manures and improvements—they may do 80 here too as they get
gradually amd naturally wealthy by the increase of their stock under a light land
tax, but they will perhaps never be like the great farmers of England who are like
great ship owners the onehave agricultural stock the other nautical tonnage—it
is the same to both in what parish or in what port, they find employment their
gtock will find employment and the other will take care of it, but to such farmers
and ship owners the sea and earth are alike indifferent t—perhaps it is farmers of
this kind that are the greatest improvers snd breeders of Cattle. Their stock and
spirit excite thern to improve—here stock and spirit are’ in general! depressed by a

heavy reut or tax, improvement 18 therefore slow,

But, even did great Capitals lodged with a few promote improvement more
than the same capital shared among many small farmers, it would ‘not signify in
respect to Canara and Malabar where they are proprietors not farmers. 1 will
admit that had I a large estate I would rather let it out to a few rich than to many
poor farmers, not so much because I thought that they could raise a greater pro-
duce as because my rent might be more secure — but the question is whether great
petter than small, and I think it evident that a number of small

proprietors are
better in every respect than the same land and capital in the hands

of a few great land-lords,

Where a great noble or a great Rajah draw the rent or even great part of it

from a large estate it enables them to live in leisure and affluence and to employ

1 The Lsund-lord is sometimes obliged to stipulate for a ceriain course of crops during the
ears of the lease, lest the farmer should make the most of his time and exhaust the soil——

fast y ) ‘
farmer is often obliged to expend a good deal in manpures etc. for

on taking & new farm the

the Birst two & three years becanse his predecessor had e;hau.sbed the soil.
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many Idle servants and consumse many foolish articles of luxury, the whole rent
which they draw goes to feed the idle and improductive, tor footmen and Peons
opera girls and dancing girls giving great dinners to country parties and giving
treats to Brahmins are expeuces which bring back nothing—they are all sheer con-
sumption there is no reproduction, and they are consumption in a great degree
upon worthless domestics and in waste—so it is if their rent is spent in trifling
articles of laxury because they feed those artists, the manufactures of those trifling
articles which they delight in so much, but it were better that such artists received
no encouragement, for if they did not, they would be torced to betake themselves
to other more useful occupations—thus rent enjoyed by great nobles and great
Rajahs is spent on menials and ministers of luxury and ostentation, and the country
is doubly impoverished—it is impoverished by being obliged to support this swarm
of drones, it is impoverished by having so many hands withdrawn from useful
labors—keeping 5,000 of these idle hands is as great a burthen as keeping 5,000
soldiers—many of our provinces groan under this burthen, the Land-lords rent in
the northern sirkars is divided between the Government and the Zemindars, the
Government expends a great part of this rent in supporting the Judicial Revenue
and Military establishments but besides the Country supports an host ot Rajahs
with all their dependant relations, Brahmins, peons, elephants, Chobdars and ser-
- vants—they are supposed to render an equivalent by their skill-ful management,
and clever arrangements respecting the landed property of which they are termed
proprietors but did their share of the rent, be it great or small, did the sums which
are idly expended or hoarded by them go at, once to the tribe of husbandmen the
Ryots, how great an increase of general comfort agricultural stock, and improves
ment would ensue § where the rent goes to a small proprietor it is immediately
added to the agricultural stock, and applied to the improvement of the land, to the
support of productive industry. It is the great advantage of small estates—by
small I mean such as can be managed by their owners that the rent is not divertgd
frow the land, I have attempted to trace the expenditure of the rent drawn by

great land.lords, I will try to shew how it will most probably be disposed of by a
small proprietor. '

The farmer pays his Rent, the neat produce of the land to the great Land-
lord from whom he rents, and begins his next years’ cultivation with the same or
ab least w}ih but a small increase of stock. The Rent would be spent by the
Land-lo;-d—-—Would not in general be added to the agﬁcultural stock—not at least
until the ostentatious or frivolous wanis of the great Land-lord had been supplied,
bgt the proprietor (were this farmer a propristor ot the same land for instance)
wo_uld keep the Rent himself and dispose of it according to his disposition—fru-
gality and moderation are in general among the virtues of a small land-holder at
least there is more chance of finding those virtues among a set of men who have

been gelebrated in all ages and nations for them, than among the great who are
notorious for the contrary vices, :

§ 1 do not imagine thai it can ever
elepbant perbaps if he had none befo
will not go to increase the stock of ¢

80 to them now. It will enable the Rajah to keep an
re; or balf & dozen where be had but one before but it
ke Byots; the Rajah will to the end of the*Chapter get as
much from them as ever. It must ba always kept in mind that remissions granted to Rayots
are like money lent ont at interest iv must come back with a profitesbut given to those
chiefs, is only expended on nseless objects of luxury or ostentation.

07

If the small proprictor is very frugal he will save the v‘v*h.cslé !and-}ords Rent
not spend one farthing on his personal expences, but inves.t it in tl}at kmd. of stock
which he considers most profitable and secure, and in his 's;tuatlon’ agricultural
stock will be the most obvious—he will therefore apply the land-lords’ rent ?9' fhg
purchase of more Bullocks if he wants them, he will plant a i‘jew treos, he.wxll give
his land a better macuring, or clear a field of Waste. Know_mgr the certa.m;,proﬁts
which must arise Irom his seccure possession of the land he .\vxll most likely ex-
pend all the rent upon his land as far as it is susceptible o.f I.mprove'ament: If he
has saved more than he can readily and profitably ewploy in increasing his Stock
or improving his estate he will lend it to some o.bhers to employ in the same way—
for a man of his turn will not lend to a spendthrift
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If the proprietor should not be quite so frugal, or ra,tl’let_' 80 .penuric.)us as th:;
one I have described he will exper{d part of th? la.,nd-lords. _rent in wearxr;g ;1 Qoo \
cloth, in purchasing joys for his'chlldren—-—he will marry his Daughter la.n tn:s ged
rid of halt higstock in a way which tends to general advantage beczfuse the wan sa.:
enjoyments of a man of his moderube circumsiances are Pot luxunous. nor R;ter;l z;;
tious—he encourages and etnploys manufa}cturers of ar_hcles o.f necessity. The ! a
of the rent which such a man may save will be vested in agmculttfral stoc_:k or in
thieé improvement of land, or if his estate and stock are not susceptible of improve-

‘ment, will be lent out to some other who may want it. The generality of swall

proprietors wll be of this way of thinking, and will most likely art in this way.

If the small proprietor be idle and extravagant he will no d.oub? spend the -
whole rent in personal gratifications, and this habit will at least ruin ‘hlm and forf:e
him to sell his land to some thrifty proprietor such as I at first descnk{ed. who will
take betier care of it—but ameng small proprietors whose moderate cn’cums.ta,uces
oblige them to habitual economy such spendthrifts will seldf)m be found -circum-
stances form habits, and small estates would torm frugal swains,

Here are three probable results from the dispositions of thres small proprie-
tors whose estates were just large enough to employ their skill and stock, and the

farmers’ profit and wages of labor on which would be sufficient to support them as

tenants.

1

If the estates be much larger than the srp.all proprietor can roanage from wan b
of stock he will let part, and apply the rent 'to the ac.cu.mula,txm.] of stock which
will soon enable him to cultivate the whole himself, f)r if it b.e too lalfge to be maflao
ged by one person he must continue to 1e-t, pm*t .unml t..he Hindoo law of succession
or other event may cause a division and diminution of it.

H the estate be very small so much so that the wages ot labor, profit of stock
and reward ot skill be not sufficient to support the proprietor he must wh(:!;hizr h(i
be prodigal er.frugal break in upon the R‘eflb and endeavor by greab {rugality anc
industry to improve his laad and his condition. I! he has bad luck and can go (,)L lnl
no longer he must like pour proprietors, poor tradesmen an.d poor farmers mtl t
countries sell his land and stock and turn la.bm.lrer--—-but while a man has a fquz 0
his own to labor upon nothing but very great imprudence, or unusual misfortune

can reduce him so low. The climate in Malabar and Canara will generally secure

" him from the misfortune which usually ruin farmers in ®ther parts ot India, bad

Seasons—and it may be expected that his habits of frugality and prudence which
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all small proprietors and especially Indian proprietors have will generally preserve

him from the bad effects of fblly‘_and extiavagance. Altho’ the Ryots are liberal -

if not profuse, they care little about money because acoustomed to pay . the sirkar
and because an industrious Rayet can always borrow, he can always pledge his
labour—Mortgage his skill in husbandry and borrow money—his industry is a stock
- which seldom tails he has therefore credit, but this is n.o reason tor drawing a
heavy rent from him his charity is great and in most parts of the Country a certain
proportion of his profit is supposed to be expended in charity, and an allowance it

raccordingl_v made, but charity begins at Home and he will take care of himself and

n?t expend his whele profit when he has the means and the incitewent to increase
| his stock, and add to his own comforts.

It great Land-lords are better than small on account of the capitsl, Govern-

ment must be best of all, because no Individual however wealthy can vie with’

Government in point of capital, nor will any Individual be more inclined or better
able to promote extensive plans of improvement, but it is coutessed on all sides that
any .thing is better than to have Government the land-lord—and by the same reason-
Ing it would appear that as a great Land-lord is better than the greater sovereign,
80 the. small proprietor is better thar the great land-lord. The economy and
attention of the great Land-lord is supposed to be superior to that of the sovereign
80 that of a small proprietor will be greater than that of a great Land-lord. The
economy, attenlion and intimate knowledge of the soil, its ca 1ability, the proper
made of culture are much greater advantages in husbandry especially fndian hus-
bandry than a great capital —where there are Tanks indeed a capital is necessary—
but Government must superintend great Tanks at all times, but in Canara and
Malabar the small proprietor will pick up every stone, root out every weed which
can stand in the way of, or draw nourishment from a plant, he will cut away the
sides of the hills—he will dig ménure, turn the soil plant a cocoa nut here, a pep-

- per vine, or pumpkin there as petty convenience may saggest, he will bestow on .

his lit:la sput all that minute labor and attention which is so important in Indian
h}lsbandry, and especially the husbaodry of these provinces. - Each man lives on
his estate and the enclosures the neatness the calture ot euch small spot sbew the
attention with which the proprietor improves | may say embellishes his little
ground, in the vicinity of great towns on the Malabar coast where there is a good
market and property is secure the estate of each proprietor is enclosed with high
banks formed at & great. expense, and..all within this wud boundary shews that
overy inch has experienced:the care of its master. I never saw so much neatness,
a.tt.e'ntmn. und enclosure ia the:neighbourhood of 6ur largest towns on this side the
pemnst_ﬂfu. - I bave indeed some times seen fields enclosed with briars as the crops
were nising, and (in the ceded distriots: particularly) the remains of Milk hedge en-
closlures f_°r a long way round the village shewits former prosperity. These
enclosures however generally surround the Enam lands of the village officers, and
are conseq'uently private property, but I never went far without seeing spaces
overrun thh‘gra.ss between the field ‘and  the Road, ‘sometimes great clumps of
bushes and long grass in the widdle of a field; sometimes a solitary field overrun
with bushes altho’ as fit for cultivation as the ocultivated fields which surrounded it.
All these marks of slovenly hns'b%n‘dry shew that it is sirkar land, not private pro-
perty. That the lands are cultivated by farmers not by proprietors.

But to return to the question of great and unall vfarmen, -or great: and smell
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estates for the next argument I shall use will apply to both. It will be found that
all over Tndia it is want of stock not want of land that keeps .down impijovemex}t-.
Indeed it appears so absurd to discuss the question of great and small farjﬂg in a
country where farms must be small because farmers are poor, that I do it 'merely
to convince people who may suppose that it applies to India. It neither applies
to Indian husbandry nor to Zemindars and Mootahdars for tho’ I have indulged
" myselt in arguing against great land-lords, yet Zemindars are mever either great
land-lords or great farmers. Few Zemindars in India have ten bullocks employed
i#t cultivation [ I beg every man who takes the trouble to read my paper will
remember: this all thro’, The Zemindar is merely a farmer. of ‘Revenue, not of

land.

In Canara the proprietors have not capital to manage their Estates small as
they are—they are obliged to let out part, tho’ they admit what is évidght “that it
would be more profitible to keep them in-their own hands, They now keépas
much as they ean, and it they had stock they would keep more, so that it would
geem that the estates small as they aro, are already too great in some instatces,
and that o farther division and diminution rather than an union of estates ‘wouald
progicte improvement. * It is the genoral want of stock rather than an improper.
digtéibution of the little thers is, which keeps down improvement, A light land

~ tax in Canara and Malabar is the only thing to increase the stock of the country,

to make those who are now  thriving proprietors opulent, -‘-afnd”"thoée,ivho

are now poor thriving, In other provinces a light assessment which.

shall leave to the tarmers a share of land-lords rent will have the same
effect 7. It indeed the sunnud (of permanent possession) Milkiyat-i-istinirar had a
magic operation, if it at once doubled the agricultural Stock of the comntry, it
would be far superior tothe philosophers stone and I should acquiesce in jts ‘im-
mediate and general introduction into these provinces, but no person will mistake
<o far as to believe that we can create property by a stroke of the'pen without
sacrifice, we must either give up a share of the advantage now drawn
we must transfer individual rights to do any mateérial benefit
I we set up a Golden calf to be worshipped in each Mootah
expense of Government or of the Rayets. 1If it be
nment the capital of the country will be increased in,
de by Government, if it be dene at the expense'of‘the; ,
y may be in some measure transferred, but

making some
by Government, or
to the Mootahdar.

we must gild'it, either at the
done at the expense of Gover
proportion to the\sa,criﬁge ma
Rayets the general Stock and propert

not generally increased.

In Malabar and Canara where there are no tanks 1 do not see how. g?'eat ca-
pital could be employed even tho' we could mz?.ke them—some expence 18 incarred
by damming up Rivers to prevent their flooding, or to preserve their water for
cultivation.  This expence should be considered and deducted f'rom the 3911(;5;1 of
the e.ﬁates in which it is usually' incurred. The lan.d tax }V!H cm}sequ;ggtly ‘b‘g
lighter, Stock.may be expended in planting gardens in particular situations, but

|| The Zemiudar or mostahdar enght not to farm himself because he would ‘ta that case

unite two pr-fessions, that of a Collector to receive, that of a farmer to pay’ tent‘-' :

ecting the Rent thro’ the medium of su heriditary bailiff such as the Mootah -~

but coli ! 5§
7 en Bullocks of his own—who is & mere farmer of Revenue can

dars who seldom has half a doz :
do no good to the country, by increasing Agncultural stock,
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of all kinds of husbandry gardening is hest managed by a small proprictor—the
minute attention local knowledge, and petty hand work which a garden requires
can be given much better by a small proprietor than by any other person the same
cause which makes the labor of hired laborers cheaper and more efficient than that
of Slaves makes the exertions of the farmer still more efficient than those of the
Labourer, and the proprietors’ labors again move cfficicnt than those ot the farmer.
The more their interest is concerned the harder they work and with the greater
effect will their labor be applicd, whether it be that of the head, or of the hand,

The issue of Tukkavie in Malabar is not usual tho’ it is in Canara but thereit
w?uld become unnecessary if the proprictors were not in some cases overburthencd
with the land tax, but if the old custom of receiving Tukkavie should still make
the people.expect 1t I sec no good reason why Government should not assist its
poorer subjects with an occasional loan. The issue ot Tukkavie does not prove
that great farms are necessary —that Mootahs are great farms or great estates and
therefore better than small. It only proves that there is but little stock in the
country, th:.;.t poor men have no money and must cither borrow or beg, that the
a.ssessm-ent 18 too high, for if the land tax of a poor proprietor who is forced to taka
Tukkavie was lowered, his rent which he himself keeps would be increased so that
he could do without Tukkavie. Tt cannot be said of such a man that he would
sperlxd aly remission of rent in cxtravagant pleasures, nor save it to carry on his
cultivation ; for the Collector is satisfied with his industry and fragality before he
tru.sts hirn with an advance of Tukkavie—and the same honesty and frugality
which gives him credit to borrow of the Sirkar would make him apply his in-
creased share of the rent to the accumulation of stock. Where the land is private
Property and the proprietor draws a good share of the rent thte issuc of Tukkavie
1s not:, absolutely necessary because he could always borrow of an Individual on the
security of his land, as a great many land-holders now do—but even tho' he can
borrow of an Individual he will sooner apply for Tukkavie because there is no
Interest to pay, as (Government are interested about the case of the ‘people, and

always have a fow thousand Pagodas lying idle in the cash chest, and as they musb

have collectors and a.ccountanls, whether they advance it or no, and as such Col-‘
lectors afnd accountants have hitherto safely transacted the pusiness relating to
Tukkavie I see no reason why Government should refuse a loan to its poor subjects
when they have money lying idle in their cash chest. I fancy that some of the petty

princes and even the great King of Prussia di LT s viece of Policy
beneath them in Europe. g ussia. did not think P

I ha i
it relatesvte ia}:d y goo.d deal about great and small farms and estates not because
curac §f :;1 Equl(.:smon of Ryotwar and Mootahwar hut because from (he inic-
farme};s ot 1:,)& nelish I;u nglgge the term farm applies to farmers of revenue and
—One 0 1 .‘ 1 3 3 - . - .
our Chief taults in India is the considering things according

to their English terms, which are ind i
: ; eed ambiguous as lied to English affairs
but when applied to Indian concerns are sometgime o s o insom:

of our regulations seems 10 be judged of by s unintelligible. A farm i some

the same rulgs whether it be a farm ot
land, or a tarm of Revenue the arguments applicable to a farm of land are used in

;-es%ect t(c; ahfarm of Eevenue —-§hose applicable to a farm of Revenue toa tarm ot
and, and those applicable to either of them, to great and small Estates

As we generally see Indian affairs with English eyes and carry Buropean

more estates as there are
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notions into Indian practice, it may be necessary to say a little respecting the gra-
dation of ranks, or in other words the inequality of condition which is supposed by
gome to be necessary in a well ordered society and may be urged, as an argument '
against the general distribution of land among a great number of small proprietors.
Our veneration for wealth is very proper perhaps because it tends to the security
of property but some times we seem to carry it so far as to imagige that opulent
men enrich society instead of society enriching them. When a man has acquired
wealth by superior industry or talents or good fortune or when his ancestors have ac-
quired it, his wealth entitles him to respect—it.is the great end of civil compact to
gecure it to him; were it not secure industry would not only be damped but a general
confusion would take place. This is all evident but for us to sit about a scheme
to make a certain set’ rich at the expence of the public with a view to public
penefit is to commit injustice without obtaining any eqivalent advantage, and the
Jeast evil it will cccasion will be the hastening perhaps the chief evil of opulence—
the inequality of conditions; for tho’ the rich and great especially in the East may
times imagine that their wealth and grandeur promotes the public pros.
perity, yet it will ke found without any very close enquiry that this inequality
of condition Is an evil altho’ a very necessary evil which always accompanies
and is therefore by superficial observers thought to be the cause of national

80INne

‘ pr'osperity—but altho’ it be like some other evils the constant companion of

opulence it is still an evil both in India and Europe. If one rich man engrosses

‘many of the good things of life, many poor must go without them-—one fat Rajah

supposes fifty poor Rayets. These inequalities are the consequence of opulence,
and are on the whole evils, which will follow of themselves as far as the custom
of the Hindoos will allow them. We need not hasten them. If any of the landed
proprietors of Canara or Malabar and the rest of the peninsula (if we make them
a1l landlords) should by industry and good fortune increase their Estates, so much
the better. I heartily wish they may—1 should never propose an Agrarian law—
I would never interfere with their estates acquired in this natural and gradual
manner, but when we are settling a country;, we must not try to introduce in-
equalities by positive regulations—we must let them all start fair, and leave
the rest to fortune and their own industry. If any become rich, buy land, and
to it will probably be divided at their decease, and as many
heirs will spring up from the ashes ot the rich old man;
but the generality will remain more nearly on an equality than in most other coun-
tries, because the climate of Malabar and Canara yield a surer harvest than in
other countries, and because their industry and parsimony are tearly the same,

raige. a great esta

This equality of condition in respect to wealth in land, this general “distri-
bution of the soil among a yeomenry is therefore most adapted to agricultural
jmprovement and it will be found‘ still more adapted to the situation of a country

overned by a few strangers where pride—high ideas—and ambitious thoughts
must be stifled, It is very proper that in England a good share of the produce of
the earth should be _appro?riated to support certain families in affluence to pro-
duce senators—sages and heroes for the service and defence ot the state or in
other words that great part ot the rent should go to an opulent nobility and gentry
who are to 8erve their country in parliament, in the army and navy, in the depart-
ments of science and liberal professions. The leisure independence and high ideas
which the enjoyment ot this rent affords has enabled them to raise Britain to the pin-

" pacle of Glory, long may they enjoy it—but in India this haughty spirit independenc
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and deep thought which the possession of great wealth sometimes gives, ought to

be suppressed. They are dircetly adverse to our power aud interest. The

Yare of thins Sb exTior :
pazare of things the past exporience of all Governments renders it uunecessary

to enlarge ou this subject. We do not waut Generals —Statesmen and legislators,

we want ndustriouns husbandmen —if we wanted rank Rajuhs and ambitious spirits
there arn enough

peop-e are ut teast an ineumbrance, if uothing worse they cau never do good, and

at all events consume 2 great deal without rendering any equivalent service to the
public.  We must therefore avoid the creation of more—tho' we submit to the
necessity of supporting those who now are considered politically therctore the
general distribution of land any
easily combine agrinst Governum
Patronage and reecipt of the si
but more or less so ace
Government,

ng & number of small proprietors who cannot
ent is an chject of importance, The power and
kar rent, will always render Zemindars formidable,
ording to the military strength and reputation of the
Te is difficult to foresce what may happen in the course of a few
years and it is our interest to retain in our own hands as much power and influence
as is. c'onsistent with the preservation of the rights of the people by retaining ?he
administration of i}ie Revenues in our own hands. We maintain our comuunication
and immediate connection with the people at large, we keep in our own hands the
Ineans of obtaining information. The knowledge on which alone the resources of
the country can be drawn out. The police administered with effect and perhaps
the body of the proprietors secured in their possessions our first object is to
govern India—then o govern it well—and in these provinces it would seem that
both these objects, a strong Government, and the security of private rights would
be attained by a Settiement such as I have proposed,

The general distribution of land among a great number of small proprietors
will also contribute to the general happiness of the people, I say happiness be-
cause it is our duty 1o consider the happiness of the mild industrious race which
pr9v1dence has placed under the British Government before revenue or any ot,h.er
object. The domestic happiness, independence, and pleasure of a country hf-e
which the general distribution of landed property alone can confer on the u.:mltl-
tude makes this far superior to any system. It may be considered an Utopia by
some, however I think that Government can and ought to extend this happy sys-
tem. to these provinces, The people of this country are peculiarly adapted to
thrive as small proprietors angd their eustoms, opinions, and virtues are suited to
this sort of life and adapted to make them succeed in it; 00 people arc fonder ot a
house, ground and place of their own, of their families, of fame among their equals
of. their hereditary occupations and of the professi:m of agriculture than the
Hindoos, Had they a field for the display of the industry which their fcelings
would excite, this great country would have a different appearance.

‘ The Rayots are laborious and in some respects parsimonious, inherit their
skill and attachment 4o husbandr

4 - We somelimes especially those among us who
k.new least of them affect 5 conterapt for the natives—they are indeed objects of
pity if ouv contemps for their character suggests ideas of arbitrary Governmeat,
but considered as husbandmen who have understood ead- carried to perfection tiab

primeval business of man, the cultivation of the earth for thousands of years, they
are very respectable,

the peasantry in many parts of Europe are considered as inferior beings by their

of them in Mulabar to supply the whole peoninsula—but tbesc.

A few centuries ago the peasantry of England and even now -

A0
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proud mesters the great land-holders—the Zemindars ‘whov urged their idleness,
ignorance, and brutality as a reason for keeping them in \’ass-alag& Som.e great
Philosophers have affected to attribute indolence not to be excited by any induce-
ment, want of mental and bodily strength which fitted them“ only for 'a"lavery to
the pecple of hot climates, They attributed to climate what s rather owing to the
pature of the country, open and subject to invasion—rather to the natural chara-

“etor of the people. It would be impertinent to shew that the people of hot coun-

tries have been conquerors sages and statesmen werely to prove that the Rayats
are cg‘pable of becoming independent proprietors, but T cannot help observing that
Europe now so industrious, when abused by petty tyrauts, distracted by civil

Wars, and invaded by barbarians, was worse cultivated than this country perhaps
y .

ever was since the days of Manu who is said to be Minos and this is carryirg their
cultivation far enough into antiquity. The farmers of Europe seem to havg been
far less skilful, industrious or respectable for many centuries than those who
have survived the calamities which have now for so many years been heaped upon

'thege provinces. The people of India cannot be accused of neglecting their own

interest; we see instances of industry and parsimony which Jews migh.b boast of.
The people of the towns in which property is secured by Courts ot .J ustice take as
much pains run as great risques and succeed as well as any people in the World in
acquiring property, 1t would be monstrous in us to lay it dowx} as a rule that they
must be stimulated to iudustry by an heavy assessment driven like slaves not led
like men by a sense ol interest, that they are incapable of pr?perty, and must be
urged by a heav&* rent, and then justify our rule by a quotation trom M :tesque's
or Aristotle’s that the natives of hot countries are only fitted for slavery—several
wise statesmen and fine scholars have thought otherwisc when they knew Fheir lan-
guages, works, and qualities. Their superstitions ma,y be lamented but. it i3 the
superstition of Government not of the people that ruins or depresses national pros.
perity; the same desive of gain, the same self interest which urges Jews and Turks
and bhl‘istians, will stimulate their industry. The Moors of Spain were, and the
Moplas of Malabar are, a most industrious people, the Turks of Europe, the M(?or.
men of the Carnatic, are a nost lazy people, yet .they ‘are of the same veligion,
The Hindoos who formerly embellished, were a different set frf)m those‘ who ‘now
vegetate in many parts of this country. . ‘Whether t;he}7 worship domestic devils ag
they do in Canara, or big bellied G?ds like Gunnes, or Monlfey Gods, as Hanoo-
man, they will attend to the:ir own interest as soon as secquty at%d property are
pestowed upon them. The innocent pOl-y theism Of'_‘ﬂle Vlﬂgar Hmd.oo, the sub-
liﬁje metaphysical system of the Bhraml}ls, encourage morality, marrl'age and the
domestic virtues, which produce population and opulence; the same kind of super-

stition promoted the agriculture and population of ancient Egypt, and China and

India. Those sages whose works are read in our schools, whose books in g great
measure torm the minds of our statesmen l.earnt their Wfsdom fr.om India and
Egypt—we judge of the bigh spiri-ted Ra_]al.z, the ferocious .Polxgar‘, the Me-
taphysical Achari, the long headed Nizam shaki acco.anbant, the industrious Rayat_
and ingenious artificer from those wretches who are introduced to our first acquain-
tance ab Madras. The natives bave clear heads; powers of applica.tion and
persever¢nce in a greater degree than Kuropeaans relaxed in India—and these

" are qualities peculiarly suited to business, and calculated to produce individual and

general cpulence, our superiority is more acquired than natural—when they were

" a polished people we in Britain were savages. The Romans would have thought
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the people on the banks of the (fanges far superior to those on the Thames.
Those Golden days may return it we take the proper measures and we may derive
the ultimate advantage. I have been led into this Episode on the Hindoos {rom

observing how coramon it i8 for us to undervalue their virtues and exaggerate
their vices,

In whatever way it be done, the settlement ought to be moderate—as long as
the people are not cppressed with a Heavy land tax, it little signifies how it be col-
lected.  Whether a light land revenue be collected thro’ the medium of Collectors”
or mootadars the Country will thrive; but no systems, no coohery can make an

heavy land revenue easy and under any system w light land ~evenue will produce’

improvement and prosperity. This is a truth which every euquiry I could make
only serves to confirm, if it ever wanted confirmation,

Having now I think said enougl: respecting these aister provinces, Canaraand
Malabar, I shall proceed to the ceded Districts and begin with sowe general ob-
servations on the Revenue system which have hitherto prevailed in this peninsula,
So much has already been written respecting the provinces of Malabar and Cana-
ra by people of greater abilities and more local experience than mysclf that I am
loth to treat a subject already so much better discussed than I can possibly do it; [
have gleaned what little they seem to have left, and have compared and con-
sidered their opinions wherever I fouud it .convenient.

All this peninsula it may be said except perhaps only Canara, Malabar, and a
few other provinces, has exhibited from time immemorial but vne system of land
Revenue. The Jand has been considered the property of the sirkar and ot the
Rayets, the interest in the soil has been divided between these two, but the Rayets
have possessed little more interest than that of being hereditary tenants. It any
. persons have a claim to participate with Government in the property in the soil it
18 the Rayets the men who originally reclaimed and cultivated the lands—this
country is divided into Villages. A village considered geographically is a tract of
couniry comprizing sore thousand acres of waste and arable land, consicered po-
litically i is a little Republic or rather corporation having its municiptl officers
and corporate artificers, Its boundarics are hardly ever altered. There it stands
for centuries, and tuo’ occasionally injured or even desolated by war or tamine the
same name, boundaries, interests and perhaps even jamilies remain in ths heredi-
tary tenantship of the lands tor centuries.

"I'he Government collects the rent of the ~village from the farmers who culti-
fate 1t, s.ine of these farmers have 1000 but generally less—often under 100 acres.
There s2ems to have been at all times three t;inporary modes. in which Govern-
ment collected its rent, and one permanent which we have introduced—of the three
temporrf\ry modes the first is the Rayotwar Kulwar or Individual settlement, the
second is the Mowzawar Gamgana or village settlement, the third the Ijarah or

tarm of several viilages; these are the temporary, the fourth is the Mootahdari
permanent settlement introduced by us,

Under the Rayetwar.settioment where Government is supposed to settle and
ct the rent from each.farwer the. Rayets usually under native Governments
pay & rack rent, or at Jeast so heavy a rent that at the end of the year they are

colle

)

little better if not worse than they were at the beginniog under the companyy’ Geo-
yornment the whole landlords reut, that is, the whole net produce is wsually paid
by the Kayets. In the Zemindari countries the Kayets ciid uot pay so much‘ per
baps to the drkar, but they paid a great deal in Bajah thrch or village
expenditare.  this is considered by some persons to be usually an indulgence but
it lis every where been carried such lengths that it in reality bec_a,me a fraud on
Government by a deduction, or an oppression oa the Rayet by an addition to
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In Districts ander the immediate management of able Collectors this expendi-
ture took place in 2 smaller degree—nat more than 5 or 6 per ceny perhaps~—-in the
sirkars and other districts it might, and perhaps now exceeds 10 per cent.
T Polaveraw T remember the private expenditure exceeded the public rent. In
ihe ceded districts theve is probably but little private expenditure-—but whether
it was brought to aceount as revenue or privately expended it was all the same to
tiw: Rayets since the Revenue and the vilage servidnts took care at any rate to get
the tull rent out of him. The Government however sulfers by this clandestine ex-
penditure, Dot 80 much perhaps on aceount of the actual logs sustained as because
as it is kept in ignorance of the real resources and expences of the state, it is sup-
posed that the revenues are collected n one province muck chesper than in
ansther aond Gavernweut is sometimes apt to Plame the most frugal Collector as
exiravagant because he has been more vigilant or candid than others in having
every thing publicly brought to account, I formerly thought that by a proper in-
vestigation into vnauthorized collections and disbursewents that a considerable sum
which is now spent in this way might be partly added to sirkar reat, partly re.
mitied to the Bayets in the Noxthern sirkars, but that is now impossible. When
1ie yevenue adwministration is vigorous private assessments are swmall; when it is
we:k they are Leavy and frequent, sometimes enormous, 88 1 have instanced in bhe
cse of Polaveranm,  This s one strong reason to wish that the Courts haye no in-
{ortercnee till the permauent settlement is made and that the Curnums be kept
pader the conteol of the Collector—any Regulations checking Collectors in this
respect SLem anopted to shield peoulator‘s ot .Rev::nuewb‘etween the Courts and
Cutchori there will be no weans of stopping private c‘ollect.%ons unless the Curnums
be kept under the Cellector, To return from this digression to tne reny of the
Ravets it is evident that in a counbry where stock and populations are at a low obb
a gg;feater share of the produce should go to the Ray cb_to encourage ugriculture,
W some parts of the Companys eountry they may"pemeep 18 or even 20 per
cent of the Landlords rent $ but very seldom so much' of the rent sticks to the
Jand, and if b seasons during which the Rayet can raise no produce at zll are to
be taken into the account it will perhaps be generally faund that he pays the full
Laadlord’s rent. Even tho’ the rent of .bi*d season fye ’remit_t,e(? the Rayers stijl
looses by them because he must subsist himselt and his stock 1n idleness wpon the

profit of the lormer yeal,

In many places the trouble and difficulty of settling with‘ each ‘farmer induced
the officers of Government to let out the lands of the whole villuge in a lump to a
farmer who again subrented each field and settled with each Rayet, or'to the coma
mugity of the village who sctiled among themselves the amount of bheir respective
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s this 3 ' 220! . if cousidered sivkar land
§ this is the case the land beconew saleablo property or i >
the %ﬁ?g ?f Governmeut gel something for permitting the farmers o hold 1%,
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rent, The farmer might be partial in distributing the Rent of the whole village
among the Rayets, but they generally settled among themselves pretty faitly.

"ths custom for the village community to farm the whole villag: for a certain
fum 1s common in the sirkars, and seems the best mode of managément they have
there, 'the Zemindars frequently let a whole village in this manner to the villige
community and now sometimes for a term of years,

In some cases neither Individual nor village settlements were resorted to.
The sirkar or Zemindar farmed out tracts comprizing several villages for one dr
more years, to great farmers frequently unconnected with the land—they were
often soukars who had advanced money to the sirkar or persons whose profession
it was to live by concerns of this kind and who were like IRevenue servants excepb
that their services were compensated by the profits of the farm instead of Waes.
The Zemindars themselves were farmers of this description for thetr leases were
generally annual, and their rent was liable to increase, at the renewal of the cowle.
They were generally more attentive indeed to the interests ot the country than
mere farmers because as Government generally continued them, or were unable to
remove them from their sityations they considered themselves more interested in the
prosperity of the country. Under the great Zemindars this practice will alwoys
continue perhaps because it is the cheapest way of managing large tracts of
country in size and other circumstances more like principalities than privote
estates; such Zemindars if they do not farm out in this mode usually have
Tahsildars on the footing of those in the companys own districts, To “some
cases the men who were Tahsildars under the Cutcherri remained in the same
situation when the country was made over to the Zemindir—on such larce
estates therefore it would seem impracticable that the Rayets will derive any
benefit from the permanent settlement any turther than that as he is free to
remove his stock and labor to another Zemindary he will probably do so, unless

he is well treated. The Court is a check also to the exactions of the amildars
and farmers *,

T These three seem to be the only systems whiclv have ever been adoptad
previous to the permanent settlement and under none of them did the couniry
rapidly improve. ‘This slow advance to improvement Was owing to two cau-es
high rent, and annual settlement. These are the real causes of the gencral
depression of agriculture and while they exist no great improvement can be
expected. The Government seeing the evils of these temporary setilements witl
2.1 view to remedy them introduced the permanent or Mootahdari settiement wiuch
in the case of Zemindars who were in actual possession at the time of the seitles
raent, seems to admit of little objection, but where the country was divided mto
wootahs and sold, it may be urged against this system that it was an inzenious
altempt to confer advantages without making sacrifices, that it wasan attemps to
create landed property without rent. It is said by the enemies of this system
that it did not constitute private property in the soil for that Government merely
farmed out the Landlord's rent to certain contraetors who undertook to collect and

een A

* 50in the original.

t Thece great Zemindaries however !
€ 3 hov succeednd better than the small Mootahs parily
becomes (81‘1? the Jomr a ot lowrr, partly beconie (sic; the introduetion of the permsnent sy-tem
Ea.-- oniy tollowiry and fixi g the fOY_‘mGP cretoms ard arangenent of the ccuntry. It was only
xing what had been before nneertain but the mmtroduction of Mootahdar was au innovation.
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pay it regularly for a certain commission—that the waste lands and some sundry
alvantages were it is true, ceded 10 the Mootahdar but that Government were
determined to get a compensation for these advantiges which they trans.
terred—so they sold the Mootahs—tha the price at which they were sold

might he cousidered high to the farmcr who bought, biut Liw in respect

to Government which sold, lecause the waste the chiet advantage disposed
ot is like Bales in the Company’s godown when there is ns demand in the market.
Tu such a case it may happen that uno private merchant can afford to give ‘he
companys price but still it may not be worth their while to scll for less becanse
they have perhaps better means ot keeping and of disposing of them than any
individaal.  The sum was therefore inadequate to the Cowpany, but very heavy
to the pm'chasei' and must at all events have diminished his means of iwmproving
his new purchase—some sensible natives who have been for ycars in revenue
gituations under our and under native Governments and have had concerns in
Mootahs seem at « lose to understand the policy of selling the Mootahs which they
suy gives rise to such a schewe of gambling that ruins many individuals and must
oceasion a loss to agricalture—low people, shop-keepers, gomastahs and others otten
borrow clubbing theic credit together and pledging the future profic of the

.Mootahs for the security ot the loan. This money so borrowed they pay to
. Government and are obliged to strain every rerve to vepay their creditors, ‘The

naiives are at a loss to guess what we sbould be at. Government used formerly to
find it their interest to issue tukkavie, 01 a sudden without any apparent increase
of stock in the country they nut ouly refuse tukkavi, but (say the nuitives) by a
gambliny scheme drain great part of the ready money out ot the hunds of those

- very persons to whom they bad entrusted the lands in order to improve them by

inercused industry and capital. Whatever system be adopted, let us not sell the
Mootahs,  This bargain are termed the permanent settlement but it was in reality
a contiact, an insurance, a tarm-—it was like a young landlord (say the opposers
to the system) who to save trouble or ease himselt ot a burthien which he eould
nob suppott, exchangedhe solid property in his estate fur a swn of money paid
down, and a renb charze, or anuuity secured upon the land, [n such a case the
row purchaser might Lnanage.better than the first proprietor and the estate might
be improved —so far the public and even .t,he first proprietor too might beuwefi,
hecauge s he was unqualified to manage his estate hiwselt—his rent mght have
been less secure than his annuity—but every one wouid condemn the laziness,
which prompted or the inefliciency which made such a bargain advantageous to

' ths landlords.

The necessities of Government it would appear obliged them to reserve the
whole landlord’s rent their supposed incapacit.y to manaze matle them exchange
their solid property for a rent charge secured on the land, thatis, on the rent
p2yable by the Rayets. '

But the Uovernment did not transter the actuat propecty in the soil to the
Mootah:Jars and at once wake them landlords because they kept as much reut as
they could and only remitted so much as seemed absolutely HECESSATY to ensure
the realization of the rest. The price at which the Mootahs were sold shews that

. the property disposed of was not valuable. The Salem Mootahs originally sold tor
19 Pgl"v(,‘eht on the annual Jummah., What kind of an estate is thut which sells tor

10 per cent ot the land tax of one year?! - In Kogland when the vental 15 £ 99,0

the land tax at 4 shillings in the pound is £ 400. What would be said to a wan
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who 0ld such an estate per £ 76 which is 19 per cent on £ 400. But the land
tax of England in miny cases

is not in reality six pence in the pound~ so thaﬁ
the estate in England is a very dilerent thing from the Mootah in I dia—as
d'fferent as a farm is trom an estate—many of these estates will not sell at 1ll—our |
voperty s like transubstantiation— we set mt with declering in
the preamble to Ye_ulation XXV the mootahdaus and Zowindars Pf"l"ri@'?"“"
we say ‘llocest corpus,’ but by the decisious of the Courts, aad general sentiments .
held cn t"e subject it applars that they are merely hereditary farmers of revenue k
that the qualities of property at least in the valuable part of the est.tes ére®
~divided, und that the Mootahdar who it held out ia the Regulations as the;
proprietor, has but a very liniited 1nterest. :n the land.

systetr of landed §

Xhe percentage drawn by the Moot:hdar is a commission to ensure him
against icsses and to compensate fur his trouble and skill of superintendance:
Until the neat produce of the Mootahs 13 pearly doubled, there will be no land-’
lord’s ren. tor the Mootahdars. When it is doubled the Mootahdar will pay half to
Governmant and keep hali himself as rent, This increase may not take plice these
9U years, and votil it takes place the Mootahdar cannot be a Landlord jroporly

speaking, because he will not enjoy half the reut, but the neat produce, ‘i reat
must be trebled betore the Rayets

can possibly become small proprietors aind draw
a skare of the ye

at —the first increase must certainly go to the Moutahdar: to give
them a rent—aud even tho' the neat Produce be trebled it is not likely fhat the
second increase wilj go to the Rayet to give them a landlord’s rent.

1he Mootahdar cannot alienate land, he cannot even legally let Iand for a torm
of vears at less than the custowary rent; because did the law allow him 5 dv so
be might clandestinely transfer the pledge which Governmert must alwivs keep
as sewurity fur the due pertorinance of his engag:ment to tho m—the rents of the
lands are ihe secur.iy for the Goverun-ent dewand, and they cannot be aiienatel.
The Rayet uas the:store no chance of uver becoming a smal proprietor in the way
in which so¢ - tenants and viilaing becao copy holders--there are other circums
stances which concur to keep the b xiy of Rayets in their present dgpeudaut stute |
under Mootahdars 3ud render their situation very different from that of the tenanfs
in Kurope who have become freeholders. j hey beeame freeholders or copy hoi-
ders in Europe by encroachments upen the landlords, or by improving their luuu"s
3 such a degree that the old service—or fes—or rent became trifling in c;mlgﬂri“
son to the neas produce rajsed on the ich became the copy holders
-reat, and gave hlzm S0 great an inlzzrl:s‘:;d,inal;gew]g:; that he became the actud
proprictor, But here the Government by drawing the rent which is now the 1uil
landlord’s rent will prevent the Rayet trom raising a rent for himself by inprove- |
ment, and wiil oblige them to interfere by laws—to prevent the alienation of roab .
from the Mootahdar who is anéxvera.ble for their rent +. The Governm: nt must

e

by Culrivated_laud in survey rent of the ceded Districts per Pags. 2119158~-v—t%
Dedunci 15 per cent for Mootahdars 317974 —0—0

et it

Bal .nce being sirkar rent 1801184 —y—£}

¥ihe Mootahdars canrot give op & farthing of their share of the rent 317074 bocause
. t!\ey require 1t to mainain themselves Bod reimburse thim in their expcnces and 1sque
Goveraaent can nev t a v it their eiving up any purt of the 180118+ hessuse it is the Govera=
“’""’n.‘ reut 2i151.8 is vow e sandlors ren: of the occupied land it wust be doabled theretors
truive tre Mo tahdar. o lanclordg rent iy those lands equal to the persent rent—trebled fo
grve the Mootahsars und Rayet a ren and wiiil pay the same samn 10 Government—>but while '
there 1s 0 much waste it is not probabie that the rent will be raised. '
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oblige the Mootahdar to keep the rent e_vgpl'gggigst his own consent faf he being
but an hereditary farmer his mootah being secarity tor his rent to Government he
cali tiever —ought never to be permitted to alienate land, or what is the same thing
remit rent. He may indeed .do it for a tiwe, He thay do it as long as he holds

. . et

the Mootah but/8s the favored lesses will be always liable to the tull rent he can

never consider Hifnself fixed:on his land- as a proprigtor. Thus the Mootahdari
. systeﬁig‘gw;@ugiﬁf“v emies) clinches the farming system, and crushes the hope of ever
‘making tje hedy, ot the people small proprietors, and fixing them on estates guch as

A~ and Malabar; as it .stands at presentit gertainly is a larming system

throsgi il

fmm? o:bottom—but. ot heraditary farming.. . Tue swaller tracts of country dis-
péged in.this way, are. termed Mootahs, the larger Zemindaries.. There is no
other ﬁ’?ff@enc i it in respect to their extent. The mootabs must by the operation

of the Hindoo J¥ divide and in time would dwindle to small freeholds did not the
' {iggulutionsééﬂllv&ent the division. Mootahs would in time come down to Rayet.
w@ri cstategymere it not tor this arbitrary law. If.the Regulations did not interfere
o Mootahii who had 4 sons and a Mootah paying 1000 Pagodas annual Jummah
" vite it among them, and each would according to the law take a portion
{roto which 250 Pagodas. were payable to Government bat the Regulations prevent
the existence of any independent estate paying less than 300 Pagodas annual Jume

i

. ”ﬁ;;ih. This arbitrary law (say those natives who disapprove ot the system) tends

“to fetter the divisi- n and alienation of land.. It is true that it will not prevent
entirely the division of estates because it will be done underhand but it has that
tendency. ‘The tour brothers will in spite of the law divide the estate and two ot
them will elub together—enter their estate under one name—and pay the 500 Pa«

odas rent conjointly but say the objectors to the systewm the land will be less
able which is subject to the difficulties, disputes, and intricicics which a law

g such a forced copartnership must produce.

valu
imposin
Indeed the objections urged against this limitation of 500 Pagodas annual rent
seemn pretty well founded, It acts apparently like those feudal laws-—like entails
destructive of improvement which the wisdom of England
has been gradually abolishing. Indeed this law seems dictated by principlus very
different trom those which suggeste'd every ponular law in support ot the ysomanry
of Englacd. What would be s.‘id in parliament it it were propnsed to have no
independent landed estates paymg a less land tax, than £ 200 per annum?  All the
endeavors of the popular party 1u parliament. since Edwavd ILI time seem to have
tended to remove the obstacles to the free ’tmnsfcr ot laud—and in this country
where the Janded property must be divided as fast as the multiplication of rau-
kind proceeds where prosperity must pro fuce the ‘guucral distribution ot property
as it pmdué‘ég families of children. Iu this country. a lw which limits, or even.
tends'to limit the divisiun and trausfer ot land is coutrary to the natare ot things.
Tt is to make the immutable nature of things give way to supposed wflicial conve.
nience. 1t is trying 10 make things fit tl_lemselves to laws, instead of trying tv make
Jaws adapted to circumstances—such a regulation might answer perhaps in Poland
where none but a great nobility hold vast estates: buc in this country the interests
agriculture and population must, one woald imagine, bo injured by so arbitrary
‘ By thus fixing a maximum or rather minimum of 500 Pagodas an-
we prevent mauy of the better sort of Rayets trofn
‘becowing Government tcn;ntséthcy would often take 1000 acres at oucs from
but that this Regulation restrains them, and throws ths

and other institutions

ot
a regulatmr_l.



i 74
M ootah mto the hands of an adventurer. I therefore think that whatever system
" be adopted in respect to the unsettled provinces this regulation ought to be re-

voked—-—that. the country may have the benefit of a free unlimited division transfer
and ahenatxon of landed property without any check or impediment.

The Hootah as it stands at present comprises an unnatural mxxture of corpo-

.’.real and incofporeal of occupaunt, and proprietary rights es they,aro termed or.

9 tather it is a division of the substance a separation of the atiributes of property
~ which (its .enemies say) must produce contusion law suits and a progeny of
' tenures more intricate than those which sprung up in Europe from the absurdities
at the feudal systemn. Why it may be said, must we introduce a bastard kind of
* feudallaw when we have so simple a system as that which has at all times existed
’ in"this.peninsula.? as Government still remains the landlord the Mootahdar for man’j
~ years at least will be nothing more than a fixed farmer—real substantial ownership
" in the soil cannot therefore exist—a farmer can never bestow proprietary rights.

 The Rayets therefore do, and will consider themselves a3 much tenants as -

ever,—?tﬁey:?"ﬂl wander about perhaps more than ever. .. The advantage which they
" derive ‘irom the system seems to arise from- the market, from the competition
.~ among the Mootahdars for their labor—for the Rayets now can remove from one

""" Mootah where they think that bad terms pre offered them to one, where they get

" better they can carry their labor ‘and stock to a fair market which they could
- not do under any native, not perhaps under the company’s Government in some
- places—but it seews to be the general protection which the husbandmen in com-

~'mon with the other subjects of the company derive from the justice of Government .

that secures them this‘ fair market for their stock and labor. In the Barramuhal

““the Rayets have this way extorted betber terms from the necessitous Mootahdars,
_ those who werae rich indeed and could -afford to lose a years revenue, it is said,
' rwould not remit a dub from the customary rent, but those who were poor were

obliged to offer good terms, and the Rayets consequently may be said to have

derived advantage from the system—but still it seems doubtful whether this fre-

" ‘quent removal this wmigration from farm to farm may not on the long run do as ,
- much harm as good terms to the Rayets may preduce advantages, because tem- "

“~porary farmers can never raise so much produce from the same land as fixed
“tenants, still less than small proprietors. From all my enquiries this seems the
‘:*cbxef advantage resultmc from the system to the bulk of the Rayets. It secures
 them the free full enjoyment'of their limbs—their skill in husbandry—they have
@ fair market for their labor and stock —this is a great advantage it is true, and

‘has tended to increase cultivation in the mootahdari districts—but this freo market
- may be secured without farming the land revenue—n fixed rent, and liberty to
- throw up, or cultivate what land they pleass would secure it; but this is not
~enough to give them that spirit which I am anxious to see diffused among
them, they must have increased means of supporting their families, and augment-
im" their stock, if humanity to which we pretend so much, be the spring of our
actions. If policy which we equally boast of direct our measures let ns remit to
‘the Rayet such a portion ot rent as shall fiz him at once to his field—as shall put
" him above the uncertain forced indulgence of 2 Mootahdar. Lt is admittod that a
i remission if not absolutely necessary to the existence of the Rayets would increase
_ tbeir comforts and augment their stock; why then shall we refuse it to them and grant
it to.a set of men to be created on purpose to enjoy it in the hope of their giving
up a httle ot it to the Rayet? Let us do it direct. 'Why must we teke the round

about, instead of the straight, road? It iy admitted that upon the industry and

stock of. the Rayet the heredlmry farmer not only the _public revenue but the pub-

lic, subsxstence depends why then must we refuse to them what we give up so freely
to ths Mootahdar in the ‘hope of its reachmg ‘them by that round about
course—under the Mootahdari system the remission will perhaps filter thro’ Moo-
tahdars, renters, and subrenters, and a little of 1b may reach the Rayets, but had

we not be’oter _pour it upon their heads at once? The Rayet pays 45 per cent of

the produce in the ceded dlstrxcts, gwe hun up | 12 or 15 or even 25 per cent more

iand he will become a propnetorwat. least hxs mterest in the land—hissituation will
make him more like what we asually call a propuctor than the Mootahdar—he will
. ‘,then buy another bullock, then dig a well, and apply the share of the rent which
he draws to the increase of hls stock and xmprovement: of his land, for he feels fixed
~ in it—he feels a property in it. The remlssmn is apphed mmedmtely to increase

and encourage his stock 'md mdustry It ig vested in the soil ~itis made direct.
It therefore we pretend to be gmded by humamty there i is no disputing the advan-
tages of, this syctem, if by pohcy, to my ) mmd thelr seems little doubt, except as

to the lmmedxato dlmlnutlon of Revenue

4
2!
it

In regard to the cheapness and famhty of collection the Mootahdar system is
no doubt a httle cheaper than even a ﬁxed Rag etwan aettlement but still (sa) its

,.4,:.

‘ tarms of two or three lac ot Pamda.s each ‘and advamse for sealed pmposals

prommmg to give these iarms to the hlcrhest bidder. Many adventurers would
come forward and would not only oﬁer, but v.ould perhaps actually collect and pay

"the revenue at s, much less expenca ‘than 1&; can be collected under any other system;

such a p]an would also (say the fnends of Ba.yetwan) be attended with many other
advantages attributed to the Mootahdari system-—-—acoounts would be simplified,

* the Board of Revenue and the Collectors would not be plagued with settlements,

with the txoublesome “detail of Tuccavxe and Tank repau's. If the Mootahdari
system is good because sunple thls plan is stxll better ‘because more simple still,

- If good because cheap this is’ better because cheaper still, That a Rayetwari
”sysbem is attended with some detail and tha!z Revenue Officers must think and act

a little to carry it on well is true—baut all. Govpmment, all human affairs are at-
tended with some difficulty and trouble--a.nd the more pains that are bestowed
upon ‘them the better ave they in general conducted-—howaver (continue the advo-

* cates for Rayetwari) a fixed Rayebwam system will not on the whole be more

difficalt or intricate than the Mootabdam system when estates begin to diminish by

~ the operation of the Hindoo law of succession, The various intricate tenures, law

smts, the distribution of Government renf upon divided portions of Mootahs will
at la.sb produce as much trouble in une shape or anather to one person or another
as the Rayetwari. If the Collectors are n, httle relioved the Courts ot Justice will
be overwhelmed and law suits and delays will tend to lower the value of land.
There indeed seems to be some reasan for this objection to Mootahs and for the re-
presentatmns of the advocates for Rayetwarx who say that when the rent of each

: ﬁel% is fixed at s0 low a rate that the Rayet becomes o fixed farmer and in time 2

proprietor the register of the Collector will in ‘time be like the roll of an army, he
will collect as easily from 20,000 small land owners as the paymaster pays 20,000
soldiers at least allowing for the differerice between the difficulty of getting men to

&
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P";L,l ﬂtI;d e;isn:iess of' ge.tting them to receive their proper quota of money. In Eng-
N;. ; e land tax is hight and fized and I believe does not involve much detail or o

d

i o 5 .,
11§§i],tixu:tut;eﬂfir: l-ndow tax, the excise, the customs, must be full as in-
Rayctwari Settl;llne . s many accounts, mast involve as wmuch trouble. as &
attention to acmo'un:; = e;en riow tb? customs.in any troutier District require more
of Tand revenne. | It ,d an more mtrlcz?,te details than the whole Rayetwari det;,a‘i_l"f'_
e Tovenue. . Ppears extraordinary to-many people and among others ‘to '
‘ under a Uovernment like ours where there are s» many Boards, Secreta-
ties, Collectors and Civilians, so rany Gentlemen of th y 45, 1 ,.nﬁjh
quaiified to conduct this formidable detail en of the pen well I?aid an wf ‘
Jor some years thas the troub etail, men who have conducted it successtully
b, 1 haws oneo he rouble should be urged as an argument in favor of Mvoo-
support ﬁ’ﬂling to I():on;z:: nen very able and with proper encouragetnent and
merit on this very account a;;y detailed Be"ﬂemeflt. object to the Rayetwari settle-
chits, manthly abstracts . But the commander-in-chict might s well ord.er tamily
account of the detail as i’ o a?Y. other useful documents to be discontinued on
with such means of mak’or ahc.l vil Government go well furnished with officers, and
cause it involves a good lcxi)g their officers zealous and able to object to a system be-
enlightened civi]izgd Go eal of trouble and detail; our Goverament must be a more
ablé td oan} o e ot YIernmen-t than dp;of the Natives and theretore more
asgessed and coll ectede ail by V.Vhlch‘ alor’le any taxes can be equally and currectly
have objected 10 g 1-——3 Gothic chieftain on the conquest of a province might
Revenues to be ¢ ue Orms‘of a Roman pretecture and might have ordered the
- quered Indi collected without any accounts at all—but the Tartars who con-
| %h ndia, barbar.ous as we may term them, were more politic than to do so.
Cup :,g ;}eerz ;;::;y ptarncular about accoun!;s,. estab-lished wise regulations and checks
parta of this 'e(i)[;n l'e]Venue Oﬁi cers, and it is their system which now exist in most
sa?d)'mirg'ht’ a}; wensus‘ ast wellasm :‘llmos% every part of Asia. A man (it might be
“that it was Bable too(;]ic t(:any curious piece of Machinery in agreat wmaunufacture
therefore be bettar t:; 0‘;{ f)f Ol'dt'ar, that it was very intricate, and that it would
e““‘VVDepartmem in Wrea _'t to pieces, and carry on the work without it.  In
dete":!, The Com)an a'l'.""hl“ trade in revenue too, there must be accounts and
tronble attendingp thy n]?fe t.as well burn their books on account of the detail and
fhgu;‘ servants canﬁ»gfbl«nan;);‘;gththzmt ‘:;s ?rder a Mootahdari EXStien;- belc:u{%e
T dare say involve more ! e de al-.' The sales o-{ tea at the- India '1_01_1»e
detall of the land reven etail more difticulty respecting accounts than ail the
| cerrment have onl tol :1 ve o 1.Jhe Rayetwari Collectorates ou the coast. Go-
oo are idle or inci )ab%e‘: th‘exr Revenue servants good salaries, to turn out th(?se
durtrions and men Wlill ea;_]og’“PPOrt and encourage those who are cle.ver and in.
827 tiements ave, it is true tly be found to manage this formidable detail. Annual
licht rent therf; will be b;:;;{ltl':l)}giﬂesome I’)ut when each layet ha‘s a fixed and
‘same in both cases, We mugt :ithlerc;l ty. 'the espence after all i3 nearly the
make an allowance to the Mootahda eep Hevenus s.e rvants ot our own or must
OWn that every person h ar fo k‘fep them in respect to the trouble; I
because it saves every bod 8 an 1nterest in introducing the Mootahdari system
have made this lone 'ourny & great fleal ot troyble. I consider that I negdvfnot
sncvested the .T,b) ‘ ey nor \letten this long paper, had not your Lordship
£E possibility of aking a permanent scttlement direct with, the

" Jactors merely ter

~ ten times our present rev

N\
7

- Tt is supposed by some considerate persons that Government ought not te
collect its rent ab once from the actual cultivators—that some one should stand
betwge\n' tpe mighty sovereign and lowly cultivalor—and they are therefore led to l

riive ot some middle man, some go-between. In this peninsula. however the

ta appear to have been always the Tenants of Goverument, Whether Go-
ntnent collected its rent thro the medium of heriditary officers of different
y iptions but all clg§§9d under the term of Zemindars, or thro’ temporary Col-
med amils or Tasseldars or Tanahdars the Rayets were still
‘Government tenants and will be so still and therefore this system from being
general, and from baving produced general prosperity seems to be well adapted to
insula the Rayet is both landholder and farmer, the poor Ra-

the country. Ig this peninsu
labourer too in gome districts; general poverty occasioned by bad Government

yet is : ) .
and exactions have feduced the great body ot Rayets to this threefold ccndition, how-
cva&'ﬁie division of property among all the sons in a family will always perhaps render

. t,he'bulk of the Rayets either small farmers or small proprietors; any set of men in-
“ $poduced between them and the Government which receives their rent must be a
+discription of bailiffs—stewards contractors—by whatever name they be called under
whatavér conditions permanent or temporary they may act. Itsignifies little either
: ;w;ﬁéfbbvernment or the Rayet whether the rent is paid direct to a Collector or thro’

%,ﬁ%gﬁi‘indar to a Collector so long asmhgfﬁ?'bper rent and neither more nor less be
pid—that mode of payment which promises most security to Government and to
the Rayet is the best—but all middle men, farmers, contractors and other inter-
mediate agents must get a profit and generally a very great one either openly or
clandestinely and the move of them there are the greater sum must be divided
among them, But in India particularly they are hardly ever content with their
legitimate profit, they will always keep a little of the money that pass-s through
their hands. In the same way that the benefits of the permanent settlement must
filter thro’ the intermediate objects before they reach the Rayets so must the pub-
lic revenue pass thro mauny channels before it reaches the public treasury. The
more channefs! the more hands thro’ which it passes the greater is the danger—the
Jess the security of Revenue. In the same way that they intercept the benefit of
the remission, so may these intermediate farmers intercept the public revenue,
The lands are no security for the public revenue unless they are occupied by Ka-
yets with industry and stock to cultivate them. There is land enough to afford
enue perhaps but Rayets and stock are wanting, and the
~ security o Revenne must depead on their prosperous condition. The Mootahdar
as T have observed is seldom a Rayet—it he is & Rayet, has stock—and cultivates,
he is neither n_idre nor less a Rayet, he has neither more nor less stock, ke noither
increases nor diminishes the stock of others by his becoming & Mootahdar—but
propetly speaking a Mootahdar is a man to manage settlements and collections-he
is & Tevenue officer—he cannot theretore introduce more stock than there was be-
fore. The system appears to effect agriculture no further than as a financial

measure. It is not even imagined by any person however inattentive to these
hasing the Mootah comes down with a team and

matters that the Mootahdar on puro
a thousand pounds to improve his farm like a great Nor folk farmer to take pos.

session of & large farm which he has rented No he perhaps may think his dignity
now that he has become a Mootahdar requirps an equipage. If therefore he
tormerly walked a foot he may take possession in state mounteﬁi on a pariat
horse—sit down in the choultry of the village and settle the rents with the Rayaets
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o &  afford: greater security to the Revenue. It must I should imagine be always kept
just in the same way that the sirkar officers settled them before—perhaps (for this in view that this peninsula is almost depopulated —that under cur Government a
s some times the- case) he was a Goomastah or sirkar officer before on 5 or 10 great increase of population may be expected in this mild climate among a people
Pagodas Mouthly pay, and settled the rents and manaced the collections of the with- whom marriage is a religious duty—that luckily for the Government of the
Meotah before, and thus being acquainted with its resources had been induced to country the great body of the people are husbandmen by profession—I may al-

_ bucehase it.  Revenue cannot be secured by the intermediate agency of such a man most say by instinct—men who consider agricalture their only business the only
< this.  The land it is said is the security for the Government ront, but 80 it was - thing they came into the world to perform. :

betore,  The Mootahdar appears to ofter no collateral security. The poor wretch

o i tivation it properly encour-
ttust go to Jail it the Mootah has been so impoverished during his management The mén will always extend and teprove the cultivation if properly enc
(=4

.éged and therefore a great Revenue may be expected trotn the waste lands whean
H

t“jdt’ 15 will n'Ot sell for enough to pay his arrears to thesirkar. If ho by bad ma- the stock and population of the country has increased to such a degree as to occupy
.bagement drives away the Rayets who will buy the ruined Mootah? It is the he S_..Gov ernment by keeping this waste in their own hands may wmanage the
stock on the Mootah that makes it so valuable; this stock belongs to the R”"-v : t\ eull( b of land iusb as the Dutch ate gaid to have done that of spices—by refusing
yets very seldom to the Mootahdar. It is only when a great Rayet becomes - mar eth Wﬂljra,ise the value of occupied land, by giving it up they will keep
a Mootahdar that he has stock and land of his own, but as it bas been al- ) :':BSte th:):'aiue of occupied land, they may manage this way until the improve-
ready observed the law which keeps Mootahs above 500 Pags. annual rent OW? which it may be supposed will take place under our Government have given
preveats the Rayets from taking Mootahs because so grent a ' concern s a melt“:i landé an intrinsic value-—for it the Rayets once find that they are settled
tarm above 500 Pagodas is considered a revenuo farm-a Durbar concern—and o a:ajn fields by a light fixed rent they will st about improvements—digging wells
attended with greater risque, and managoment than an individual Rayet can ::;E%S:wébhief improvement—wells in the high and dry parts of the country are
wndertake, The greatest Zemindar offers no better security than the rent of tkbchléf ohject of husbandry for they not only increase the usual rent but in time
the Zemindari, or a private fortune derived from those very rents which will ,rﬁﬁfdraugliﬁgthey in a great degree alleviate the distress of scarcity at all events
generally be out of reach, How are the arrears against the Zemindaries which “anless times are very bad indeed they avert the danger of famine, Supposea Rayet
have not paid regularly to be recovered but from the Zemindari lands but the lands who has a;field for which he now pays 40 Pagodas annual rent gets the perpetual
wero there before, and the Rayets who render them valuable, Before nobody but the lease of it for 34 Pags., he gets 15 per cent of the landlords rent supposing that
tayet could fail, now not only Rayet, but the Mootahdar may fail. The rent may ke paid the full rent before—he wil! first set about increasing his stock to give his
stop between the Rayet and the cash chest. If the Mootahdar fails it may be said land the best culture of which its suseeptible in its present shape—he will next set
that the security consists of the incorporal property ot 15 per cent of the rent clog- about improving the Jand itselt where the situstion allows of it, digging wells will
sel with the service of collection and the resque of the farm—and of the be the most obvious way—when his wells are dug he fears bad seasons but little,
broperty in the waste; this property has not been clearly defined nor is it as they must be bad indeed to exhaust his wells. He Vf’in most, li.kely raise produce
vet clearly understood; but whatever it may be it is put up to auction and sold enough to pay his Jand tax to Government to feed himselt and” cattle for tho” he -
tor the recovery of arrears,but it would seem that the remission ought if possible raiges less in a bad season he gets a better price. It may be suppOSfad that the
fo 2o to the Rayets to be applied to the land in such a way that each farm might Mootahdar will do so 100, however it will bei found most likely that neither he. nor
as nearly as possible be gradually converted into a little estate. 1t ought to go in his tene 1ts have so palpable an interest in improvement as the. small proprietar
detail to the Rayets, not in whole sale to the Mootahdar. In such case the land would have, The tenants would not, and tho’ the Mootahdar might feel as much
of each Rayet would in time become saleable and the whole lands of the whole anxiety for the general improvemént of his Mootah as any small proprietor could
Fayets of a Mootah would be far more valuable than the Mootahdars interest in do for that of his astate—yet he is but one man--he could not,. over see every
'ihc sawe lands with the same remission under a Mootah as now constituted. thing—do every thing—kunow, or apply his judgement to every thing. THeand his
I'wo hundred little estates the 'actual property of two hundred small proprietors Bay:ts might be quarrelling about the Rent while the ind'ePendfmt {‘)ropriewr or
wihu enjoyed the solid property—the full rights privileges and powers which cons- rather theawhole body of them would be silently‘ and §enously setting all their
titute absolute property even tho' it consisted of only 15 per cent of the landlords . wits, their labor, and their stock to the gra,nd‘work of improvement because ez.wh
rent would bo more valuable than two hundred such plots of land where the qual- man would bo tied down to a certain spob in which he would: possess and teel the.
1tivs of property are divided between Government the Mootahdar and the Rayet, full o':nership, Tn short to Jivide the qualities of property in the soil b eb.\veen the
,3ud where (say the adversaries of the system) Government is forced by an unna- Goveﬁlment, the Mootahdar, and the Rayet in the way .prqposed by this sy SF e
tural’ tarming system to impose arbitrary restrictions upon the transactions is trepting mother Earth like a Nair lady and giving }}er hal a dozen husbands to
re_latmg to land supposing the lands to be equally valuable the full absolute pro- neclt her, while one good man would cherish her with afﬁectmn, Ho wever uot-
perty in the one case would render them more valuable than the divided p£operty Wi}:'anding all these objections which may perhaps be justly ur.ged against the
in the other—but the great point is to fix the Rayet to his farm—to marry bim a8 Modiahdari system thiere is no donbt but that 1t ?vill proquce improvement by
1t were to a certain field—to give him such an interest in it as to improve it to the fixigh the demand and giving Individuals a greater interest in the land than t.hey
gtmost——the two hundred small proprietors would improve their lands much more had %efore. The Limitation of the demand of Government 1s SO great a. blessing,
1 taay be supposed than the temporary farmers under the Mootahdar would that 'it compensates for the fanlts of the system; however it would seem that
(54

tirs—the estates of the small proprietors would therefore be more jvaluable and
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Government might fix the demand direct, without the intermediate agency of
Mootahdars. The fixing the demand isindependent of the farming principle of

the system, and therefore does not prove it altogether a good system any
more than some

lent system of Jurisprudence.

Another advantage of the Mootahdari system is the cheapness of it. It
might be necessary to allow the farmers s greater remission to constitute them
swall proprietors than to enable the Mootahdars to carry on their Moqtahg‘
successtully.  If we give 15 per cent to the Mootahdars, it may be necessary t0
g've perhaps 20 or more to the bulk of the Rayets with the view of making them
small proprietors to pay regularly. It will therefore be right to weigh well
whether or no the loss which this differemce will occasion will be compensated by
any equivalent advantages. The chief pecuniary advantage which will arise from

8 Rayetwari system would be the increased revenue derivable from waste as the

stock and population increased in consequence of the light rent.

§After the lands at Present occupied are completely cultivated the Rayets will

turn their superfluous stock to the improvement of waste—perhaps for eight of

~ ten years their present lands may afford sufficient occupation for all the labor and
stock of the country but after that period it is likely that the public Kevenue will
be m.Pidl.Y augmented by the occupation of waste—revenue increased from those
genume sources of stock and population is more to be depended on than that raised
: from the lottery like resource of Mootahs, | We are perpetuall y talking about our
Justice and humanity and the benefits which we conter on those who {all under our
dominion, and we really mean to benefit them, and they really admit the justice and
humanity of the Company’s Government tho’ perhaps they sometimes might wish it
exercised in a different way -~this is the time —the opportunity whera we may shew
the reality of these fine sentiments; our conduct in regard to these-—I may take them
at six millions of persons who are concerned in the decision of this question—will
She?" our principles. There are perhaps six millions of persons engaged it
agriculture who will be affected by the settlement which is made with them—these
Bersons must live by agriculture —their instinctive application to husbaudry I may
%ay 13 what supports the scheme of Goveroment—without it this country had long
ago been reduce. to a desert, by war, bad seasons, and bad Government; shese
husbandmen pay our armies, support our costly establishments, provide our in-
vestments, and under good management could support a British army in Germany

to ﬁght' the battles ot the state. Shall we legve these men to struggle under an
heavy, in some cases, » Rack Re

their shoulders %o the Mootahds,
dustry and increuse their stock

13 like go many cattle or shall we excite their iny
by giving them a share of the rent, and look for a

§ Waste since 20 years ) _ &
wad R g, g
old wasto overgrown 4120053 45490 .

very good institutions prove the Mahommedan law an exoel-

Dt—shall we trans‘er themn with this burthen om

" U\k’] 81

R i ived from uugmented stock population
comgensagf_;gg‘ mﬁlﬁ;ﬁtﬁ:ﬁ: a(:fl;heory not to %)e put in practice but it i3
and mdmftrgl’ ' ihe result will follow the cause as certainly as any othfar moral
a8 Pmctxﬂuef";m their canses; It is a perfect syllogism. A light rent increases
M r«{asut a;d stock of the farmer—ccmforts and stock increase population a?d
m com ors 0 alation and cultivation increase the public revenue—-rfobody will
cnltwat{on;—}; i}l,xere always seems some difficulty attending the practice T . We
deny ?hls: u:ed Courts of Judicature at a great expence to protect private rights,
“havo mstlt. there so great a cause to be seitled as this between Government and
bt e t cultivators, It little signifies either to Government, or to the
the greatMaBS ole whether Venkoo or Mootoo have their cause rightly decided,
body Of- th?ﬁpeope much whether many thousand hundred thousand farmers have
bn? 1t sigm Iels : ry;-ent to pay—-whetber a light and equal assessment is made to
l:hg'ht 01'3? eal’)?lrleﬁt ot the people aud the ultimate benefit of Government or
the 1mmed1at? h unequal rent is exacted by the necessities of the state, or ifnpqsed
whether z:.n hlf,: id or too cautious a Collector. The sources of prosperity are
by 8 cafrems r{;'fcbed by the conduct of the Collector, the effects of the Court are
immedl_awly'a aitous. The one acts like a copious blood letting the other
dbwfmdlo?:lc applic.ation of a leech——that is, where too high an assessment, or
;i:-ﬁ ﬁ:?:st decision occurs—the Courts indeed are perhaps at present a source

of trouble to the Rayets, they are generally the debtors, the Banians and

Townsmen the creditors, the Townsmen talk about and krow :}bout. the
Ct.;urts and bring forward [their old Bonds, but the Bayet. who lives in a
distant village never thinks about Justice till he is sbrved with a summons.

This operation' of the Courts will perhaps in some flegme 'impede the col-
lection of the Revenue, and all I fear is that the Remission it granted maﬁ
for some years go to the creditors rather th.an l')ene{.it t';he Rayets. In the en[
however this will not much signify beesuse it will still increase the general'agn.-

Jtural stock whether it be borrowed and employed—or employed and enjoyed
g Ra ots themselves, as the remission or rather share of the landlords rePt
by’llﬂlls:ick Za‘ the land, under all trausfers it will be valuable property and will
wi

in the end fall into the hands of some industrious person,

. ficial but actually necessary; however I

Courte how.ever-aret-;lgtﬁ;nlg;:::: state of the coun{ry is still more necess-
maintain that a.hghﬁ mtn ought to try to lighten the burthen as much as
2y that Go“mmeis ;)r"ev.on 20 per cent is no object in competition to the
j?qssible--thﬂt fl c:h:r countfy; we must adopt that system which tends to promote
:ﬁ::lex:ogt ’and 'poPuiation to raise the greatest produce from the earth.

L Tt v 8! giskar rout M Pngs 178~0—8 upon & farm producing 854—8—0 g
ek 1‘&3&”& muyapﬁ r cent will therafore be a great reliof; he goes on new borrowing fre-
Temistion °£ 12‘0? lw:;e forindustey is his paper mouey and he pays his rent some how or
‘l“”ﬂx; _h’"?p ut;i d to mouth; a remission might be thrown away on the idle and extrava.
other lui'fg : ro‘l; .h:: £t the gen o‘m‘ity*'“bh.‘ idle aud extravagant would not retain their Lands,

. wl.:ﬂbl th: land in which there wasa property of 15 per cent of land lords rent would -
”‘! most P;ou'intyo the hards of the industrious. It is ssid by some that a bigh rent stimn-
‘|um?tely_ o d in the ceded Districts where the rent,if not very high, is the full Land-
istes industry, f’,’ _ 1elne exccedingly industricas. The women especially ave constantly at the
1oga’s_mn:ﬁ:£?ut T think that these indastrious habits wauld not he weakesed by giving
spinning’ -

gy aliaro of tho rosts.
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It we flalter ourselves that we in reality increase the resources invigorate
the agricultural stamina of the country by creating a set of farmers to
collect this heavy rent that we thereby bLenefit in any great degree the
bulk of people in as much as we grant a remission to the Mootahdars
to ensure the payment of their rent and compensate for their risque
and trouble of collection we are certainly deceived. It may be said that things
go on well, that the Mootahdars pay--that the country improves—but under our
.Honnra.b]e Government defended by our army—-a country so fertile—a people so
industrious will thrive in spite even of a bad system just asa stout child grows, a
becomes a sturdy youth in the midst of rags and poverty, I do not mesn to
say the system is bad, I only mean to say that in spite of its faults the country
will improve because for many thousand years it has been a rich populous [country
whenever 30 or 50 years of peace allowed it to rise into ite natural state. But if
bhe country thrives it is from other causes ~not because the Clovernment have
farmed the Land Revenue —our Government, is so strong—so just so wise in coms
parison to Native Governments that almost under any system the country will in
a certain degree prosper, Under the harshest ¢ yranuy tho Rayets secm never to
have totally relinquished the labors of husbandry. They consider themselves bora
to plough and they labor in this their vocation until their strength fails, The
people in the cedel Distriets continued to cultivate tho’ exposed not only to most
arbitrary exactions ot their own Governwent but also of Banditti—men might be
seen holding the plough with black stumps of fingers burnt off by the Olficers ol
theiz own Government—shall we then take the same advantage of this instinct
which the petty tyrants who have for fifty years usurped the Government of the
country did—shall we cxact, the same high rent which they exacted or their prin-
ciples—for they always considered it enough it the Raycts had sufficient le!t lo
them just to live and keep up their stock—they exacted every dub besides their
wants and uncertain existence I may say made them careless of future advantages—
shall we continue this system or endeavour by economy, by management, by
Lime to better the condition and nurse the Rayets into small proprietors.

. We have every reason to believo that the great Hindoo and Mahomedan Em-
pires under which agriculture was raised to so flourishing a state were very moderate
1n their assessment—on the decline of these great Empires the petty chiefs who
usur.ped the sovereign power were forced by their wants to exact as much as they
possibly could without directly exhausting the means of cultivation and conse.
quently agriculture declined with the grea: states, under which it was protected,
Rack rents have contributed more to ruin the peninsula than all the wars and tu-
mults which have occurred ~many countries have continued in high culture tho',

and others have becone desert in the midst of peace.

exposed to constant wars
less injury to the peninsula perhaps than the

The apen violence of armies has done
fines ~fees—exactions—and contributions which have been imposed by the tyranny,
the state. The great Empires encouraged

or permitted by the woakness of

hns!‘mndry by a'light assessment, the petty tyrants who usurped authority on their

decline have discouraged, in some Places ruined it by heavy exactions. The
Channels even ridges which separated former fields, the ruined

buildings, Tanks,
villagea—the general tradition—-—books—-aceounts—-and sunnuds and inscriptions
an high Idea of the former cultivation, and opulence of

all combine to give us
this peninsula. The great Hindoo Princes did not in fact want a very greak
Revenue they had no expensive establishments to keop up. Their simplicity of

inanners required but little. The soldiers were supported by the Grant o'f %m'\ds.
The Prince and Nobility eat finer rice—and more ghee than ploughmen ; retlg,zo:s
cereraonies were perhaps the chief expence of the sz.ate,. but they coutng? ‘:. ;
‘the pleasure, and advantage of the people-~a fourth in time of need --a.h t n

even only & sixth were the shares of‘ the produce usually taken by‘t e prlncfa(i
The Ray Rakab of Canara was one sixth, The peoPIe of the ceded dx.strxcts pald
more to the Beezanaggar Governament, but those B‘.a]ahs were only a kind of Llor .
Paramount Poligars engaged in perpetual Wars wxf,h the Mahomedans who at z;s
Sver throw their Government. Theése wars made 1t. necessary to exact and the
o ders and massacres which the Mahometans exercised, perhaps, made the body
D e o ople willing to pay a heavy reat fo keep out those fanatic invaders—but
'OX the Peh}))le I believe the 1and rent was lighter, and certainly it was expended in
:,nmt::an more congenial and beneficial to the people than our land rent. 1t

ms to have begp this light rent that enabled the country to rise to such a pitch
see : -

of improvement. ‘ \

One advantage has been attributed to the Mo?tahdaty system in Tespect to
Government that 1 must confess I do nob see that is th{xt the revenue will be fixed.
It may look well in the accounts to have the same certiam sum alwa?s as the de-
mand, and may save some trouble—~however I should imagine ours to be the first
Government in the world that ever considered it a material object to col}ect the
very same sum each year it it does consider it:, so~the revenuo of most couns
tries—af England for instance fluctuates according to (:.he exigencies of the state,
deficiences are made up by new taxes—surplus collections are accounted for—but
among all the schemes for improving the revenue 1 never I}eard of a statesman
recommending any firancial measure merely because it promised to bring the very
game sum each year. On the contrary they in general boast of a pr?bfzbla in-
crease—ab all events the revenue is made to suit the exigency. If 30 millions are
wanted they are raised—they may pethaps_ form or fix the amoufzt of any parti-
cular tax because it may be expedient fo dlSpOSQ. of that one .tax in that way, bu-
as they have many other means of raising supplies, that signifies little,

In India the land is the chief source of Revenue--very little else goes to
supply our Indian Budget. In England the land tax is only 1{16 of the whole
revenue, 9 Here it is 16 of the whole revenue. The bad p}a{xcy the.refore of
shutting up onv only great source of fm?ply is manifest. Alfho it be highly ex-
pedient nay absolutely necessary 4o Lot t}xe demand on private estates yet tor
Government to bind itself down to a certain sum for the whole country appears

-impolitic—as far a8 I comprebeud the permanent settlement as hitherto introduced

Government can neither ascertain whether their subjects can pay more revenue,
nor can they without breaking thro’ their engagements raise more land revenue,
In the northein isirkars for instance, it will be impossible to till 10 years hence
whother the country can bear four or five lac more, because Government have
transferred the curnuams to the Zemindars and apparently as impossible to buy it
tho’ the country might easily bear it becanse Government seem to have pledged
themselves not to levy more land revenue * the Zemindars at least consider the

e

$ So in the original.

fore haverecourse o other meang of raising the pablic reveune from a late
M‘;:fehswf‘::i.e{: ;ou)d acem thas Gavernment ara precludes from raising & revenue from
lioance: or dutics which may nitimately affeeb the produce of she {and. )
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, ?ubjectin this way and expect te engm's the profit, the rent which the natural

increase of stovk avd population under our mild Government in these fine pro-
vinces will produce. It would seem that neither the state nor the Rayets can
ahare those “dm‘ﬁg“f*the state and the Rayets those objects of attentionto the
indalent Hindoos and barkarous Tertars whe preseded us, and under whom India
flourished in such

& way as to astonish the world, and become proverbial for ita in-
dustry fertility and population. '

Howeser urgent the necessities of the state may be, it would scem, that we
can raise no more in the shape of Land revenue from the sirkars, the indulffences
granted thus by the perinanent settlement to the Zemindars must therciore .bu
compensated for by burtbens laid on the industrious subjects of the ather provin~

» this is a cage of inequality and hardship snd is one reason for the general
extension of the permanent settlement—hat tho’ the Mootahdary system is better
perhaps than an high uncertsin rent, yet it seems easy to fix the demend wxd?qu*
recurring to that systems. In whatever way the country be settled the qualilies
of property—the Ashta Bhog cr eight attributes, previledges, and powers “'}f'd’
are necessary to constitute the full ownership in the land must as much «s possible
be vested in the same Person. Whether the estates bo large or amall will depend
on C{mumstances. 1t one g-eat Rayet undertook for » whols village he onght. to
have it all unless others were injured by being rendered dependant upon hiw,
where two three or g dozen Rayets engaged for a village they ought o have it.
Whenover good men offered to take Jand in perpotuity they onght to have it, bub
there should be na restrictions—-no rules calculated tor official convenience rather
than tor general improvement—no eatates shosld be sold noadvesturers admimuf-
There seems no nocessity for a hasty settlement but the sooner the Kemission in
those Provinces where the Hent is heavy be granted the speedier will be the incréass

o stock and the quicker will be the effect of the encouragement to jodustry.
which the remission will produce,

A frue Extract.

Comparpd with & eayy, J. HANBYRY,
‘ WO "G‘ e

Seerelary.
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