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PREFACE

- WRrTTEN history is of two ]nnds the raw matcnal and ,
the finished product. The raw material is the stuff that is
turned out while the events are happening — speeches,
articles, diaries, correspondence of all kinds, from the @
~ dispatches of ambassadors to the private fotters of friends, -

Upon this mass of material the historian descends. Part .
of it he accepts, part he rejects. He finds there many cons . -
tradictions. Some have deliberately written what is false;
others, misled by prejudice, have honestly blundered
Subsequent events will have helped to dlstmgulsh the
truth from the falsehood. The further the historian is re-
moved from his subject the more scientific will be his
approach to it, the cooler his judgment. But what he -
gains in detachment he loses in atmosphere The longer
 the flesh has left the bones the harder it becomes to makc,

it grow on them  again in the likeness, of life, .

This volume is concerned with some of the events of .
the last twelve months. It was suggested to me that I
should write a history of that period. To do so at present
.would be impossible because the raw material of such a -
history is not available. A subaltern engaged in one .
corner of the field cannot describe a battle that is sull in
progress.

Therefore since I cannot write a }nstory I have thought
well to publish some ongmal documents, speeches and
articles, which may at least serve the hxstonan when he-
comes to his task as evidence of how it struck a contem-
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" “The value of such evidence must largely depend upon
how far it is selective and how far.it is complete. 1f 1 had
selected from my speeches and articles of the last year
only those which pleased me most in retrospect I should
have failed even to present an accurate picture of what
had taken place in the mind of one individual. If I had
altered anything I should not only have failed but have
falsified. For this reason I have reprinted every article
that I have written during this period, nor have I altered
a word except to correct a misprint. I have not however
~inflicted on the reader all my speeches because the
 majority of them have never been written down, and
- some of those in the House of Commons, where the
record of Hansard remains, are of no general interest,
such as those on the Army and Navy estimates. Where 1
‘have quoted a speech I have given the whole of it, as it
was reported at the time,
* The producer of the finished article has another great

advantage over the purveyor of the raw material — he
can select his period and assign to it a beginning and an

end. History, it has been said, is a tragedy upon which

the curtain is ever about to fall, and a book like the pre-

- sent must suffer in consequence, because it deals with a

problem that remains unsolved; it tells a story of which
the end is not yet.

There is one other weakness in this volume which the

~ reader may remark and of which the author is aware. It

contains several repetitions which have been unavoidable

- owing to the system upon which it is planned. But my

excuse for saying the same thing more than once is that I

“aye been meaning the same thing all the time. I have

) " fo convince my countrymen that we are at war
U 10 V

, , raanGB,'  SRR
" me ot form dpbk_ adversary that we have ever

ext imich was a defeat iri .

‘agreement of Munich was a deteat. i
iﬁd&:ﬁﬁ g:.tagr:oohld only reﬁve 1It Iz ﬁ‘eorgaxtg:-_t
i i s on a new scale. ‘L’ evcd
:ﬁ%hoxozmd?gﬁhst demand the introduction of the

‘compulsory principlc, beginning with a national registe

' i i nscription. I urged that we should
- cndmf?‘ie‘:dt?hic; of I}:uSSia and the support Qt;‘ itie
set:tllchuroPcan Powers. 1 hoped that in view © e
8

gnitude of the task that lay before us it might prove
- ma

.

i ces and to form a truly
poss.ible‘ t%};?:mm ?fge;roader basis. I felt sure
Natlor}llal nly way to prevent the bloodless struggg, froz
erior (;i ; into a bloody one was to present tl)xc dogve |
ae e ereasion with the spectacle of sufficient armed iorce
o aggress:iznthem that they could not prevail ag?rlxlst it.
© %fl:;afew sentences form the thsm(; (goagls tl;a:v : gev\;sn

1 s
T ted b xpaztjg:mginz‘{ut ;glgvays long .affex.{ ;lhg
e cll) . Their efficacy has therefore been diminis ed.
Looking be' k upon the last twelve months it is impossibie
LOgMgth2<t: it has been a tragic year of successful r?egdgr&;.f
z?onelgnforween, of decisions too long postponed,

_chances missed.
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CHAPTER'I

RESIGNATION

ON the last day of September 1938 the Prime Minister
of Great Britain returned to London from Munich
having concluded an agreement there which he hoped
would form the basis of a lasting peace. It was a wet
* evening but he was received like a conquering hero and
his journey from the aerodrome to Whitchall was a
triumphal progress. At Downing Street friends and
colleagues were profuse in their congratulations. Even
within the Cabinet no note of query or criticism wQs
raised. Mr. Chamberlain was very tired after two long
days of work and travel at the end of a month of un-
" remitting anxiety and labour carried on undgr such a
burden of responsibility as few men have ever borne.
It was in these circumstances and in the presence of my
colleagties that I felt it my duty to offer him my resigha-
‘tion. It was not an easy or a pleasant task. After a very
brief* discussion he said, with that quick, unexpected
smile which so lights up his face, that the matter was one
which he and I could settle later between ourselves;and
~ the Cabinet dispersed. |
*" As I walked back with one of my colleagues across the -
Horse Guards Parade to Admiralty House, some linger-
ing remnant of that enthusiastic crowd recognized us
and gave us a-cheer, which I at least had not mercited.” *
The following morning I called on the Prime Minister
‘ .15 o e
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ot T | LT cult decision, and I feel that
repeated my offer. He h itation i . i tant, for me, and difficult decision, and } teci ! i
Vingit. He felt as.1 'di&*:ha:dlfllga;léesllgltgmgezxasfxip;f T shall have to demand 4 e e ossoms for which
*ilamfolx:l): ;mth the direction of foreign{ policy, and that “-which to make plain to the\H“s".; ¢ reasoms L8 k%
> Was hikely to contintie to be so. We i . Ihave takenit. . - . 0T artended 1
et o T g 0 g e (ot T T b meting 1 el L
-With’him for more than ten minutes] We separated, as . Friday evening, before I succeede ght up : the large
.- Thope we have remained, friends. ~ 2 - No. 10 Downing Street, T.was caught “Pﬂiﬁs g, ":g 1
* . That afternoon — it was Saturday — I took leave of - - crowd that were dexfxonstra(timg th;n' ;I:l d there is no
o H‘% hl‘:aﬁsty ancf{ ggnt into the country for the week end - were chzcr;ng, lafulg m:]%;m:sn thsamnglogl,)c in a crowd:of ..
. & 10e House of Commons'met on M, S greater feeling of lon el
ko o St G e iy gy, chorl pople and 0,6 V8L 57 P2
 Mad never been more enthusiasti s , _occasion in oneselt for gaiet ng.
“}11 thé:{f Iélaces.,Whén ‘he éntcre;. tl;ﬁ.:“n(s]tlf?nalﬁt: ::; ‘there was every cause for relief I wa;.)s setcl}l’)al}' :}:Z::e;vz
- checred.] Some members of the Labou much as anybody in this country, by -
' fMﬁ;guryd openly approved of th?ﬁnffﬁia?fi‘kgﬁ great cause for sgl.f'c‘:j’l‘gf';l‘{la?g;,Im,-nwgass;ﬁ:e?;;&
g ¢l and there were many who pri 1 Later, when 1 stood 1n the at U »
M. Lansbury’s view. The vmors privately shared > ..<tic throngs of friends and colleagues
~ ‘ . , animous ict™ among enthusiastic throng ) "
ﬁicpgr;?lent_ Labour Party was also favoZ:;%llzt' ?\&etrl:\e' - "who f'cre all as cheerful, hapfy, Eladla"}‘l‘:::;htféa;t;?maz
‘ ot all parties whatever their opinj ) " “"the crowd in the street, and when 1 cat .
hea;hxs statement, but by the custg)m :;}nt;:f{r;u‘:gler to' Minister from the window above saylng ‘fh‘*t he had .
Coinpqged to speak first. was returned, like, Lord Beaconsfield, “Fth 1? et;‘r:;: -v(:;ice‘“
. I said: - ‘ » laiming that it was peace for our tume, ‘
“The House will honour”, claiming

s I am sure, ap

i . S ; 4 isolated; and when later, in the
, difficult circumst preciate the peculiarly again I felt lonely an

. ‘ ¢ able to .
» mstances in which I,a ing thi . Cabinet room, all his other colleagues]were able to .
afternoon. Tt is always a painful and deliore s o s preent him with bouquets, it was an EreRCV FRSL

ouse of Commons, an my difficulti . . was my resignation. o o
g:lst atlli;temo?n by the fact, of whicllll Ie:r: r\i;l? C;:,a::;i ‘Bcfgre taking such :1 ste[;_ as) I i‘g‘gs‘tgken’ -OI?aS;
at the majority of the House are m i ’ ‘question of international policy, a Munt musf 2
‘the Prime Minister and that | 0st anxious to hear a . o< not the least important of which
: ey am standi himself many questions, I Ry L
‘them and him. But I shall have,  ap, "ff?i‘igt be“f"“n - is this: Can my resignation at the present Brie do any: "
 the patience of the House, because T have taken ?vcf:; | material harm to His Majésty's oo e

. 1 -
;16 B, 7,



*  THE'SECOND WORLD WAR
- weaken our position; can it suggest to our critics that
 ‘there is not a united front in Great Britain? Now I would
©- 1ot have flattered 'myself that my resignation was of great,
importance, and I did feel confident that so small a blow‘T
could easily be borne at the present time, when I think
that the Prime Minister}is more popular than he has
ever beenat any period; but had T had any doubts with
regard to that facet of the problem, they would have been
" set at rest, I(must say, by the way in which my resigna-
v ’tvt'?tl;l “1{2181 :fc'c?pted, not, I think, with reluctance, but really
‘I have always been a student of forei oliti
have served ten{years in the Foreign Ofﬁcgt':l,1 al.)ndlt;cfl.avelz
studied the history of this and of other countries, and I
have .alwa\./s believed that one of the most im;)ortant
‘principles in foreign policy and 'the conduct of forej
policy should be to make your policy plain to othil:
countries, to let them know where you stand and what
1n certain circumstances you are prepared to do. I re-
member_ so well in 1914 meeting a friend, just after th
declaratlop of war, who had come back from the Britisli
Embassy" in Berlin, and asking him whether it was the
case, as;I had seen it reported in the papers, that th
Berlin crqwd had behaved very badly and hac,l smashcg
all the windows of the Embassy, and that the milit
had had to be’called out in order to protect thertlar)l,

remember my Triend telling me t

1 ien hat, in his opini
in that of the majority of the staff, the Berlin g?vt%nwa;?:

not to blame,! that the members of the Briti

) . ritish E
staff had great sy{npathy with the feelings of the mE?ZS};
because, they said, “These people hay P gt

e never thought
that there was a chance of our comir 1g into the wagr”
Co ' 18 ’ )
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They were assured by their Govermnent—-and the
Government themselves perhaps ~believed it — that ..

" Britain would remain neutral, and therefore it'came to

them as a shock when, having already/been engaged

" with other enemies, as they were, they found that Gpgat

Britain had turned against them. . ‘

T thought then, and I have always felt, that in any
other international crisis that should occur our first duty *
was to make it plain exactly where we stood and what -
we would do. I believe that the great defect in our
foreign policy during recent months and recent’ weeks
has been that we have failed to do so. During the last
four weeks we have been drifting, day by day, nearer
into war with Germany, and we have never said, until
the last moment, and then in most uncertain terms, that
we were prepared to fight. We knew that information to
the opposite effect was being poured into the ears of

~ the head of the German State. He had been assured,

reassured, and fortified in the opinion that in no case
would Great Britain fight. ‘

‘When Ministers met at the end of August on their
return from a holiday there was an enormous accumula-.

_tion’ of information from all parts of the world, the

ordinary information from our diplomatic representa-
tives, also secret and less reliable information from other
sources, information from:Membcrs of Parliament who
had been travelling on thé Continent and who had felt .
it their duty to write to their friends in the Cabinet and
give them first-hand information which they had) re-
ceived from good sources. I myself had been travelling
in Scandinavia and in the Baltic States, and with regard, -
to all this information — Europe was very full of rumours .
PN ' 19 ’ T e e
' . oo



™ ’be upon the other si
-, ‘T'had urged even earlier

.- Philip IT of Spain. For that principle we m

3
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- at that time — i(i:‘«;r«as quite extraordinary the unanimity
* . with which if pointed to one conclusion and with which

all sources suggested that there was one remedy. All -

information pointed to the fact that Germany was pre-

‘ pa.nngtfor war at the end of September, and all recom--
. mendations agreed that the one way in which it could

- - be'prevented was by Great Britain making a firm stand

~and stating that Sh%would be in that war, and would
e..

, after the rape of Austria,‘
that Great Britain should make a firm declaration of

what}her foreign policy was, and
met with this, that the people of this country are not
prepared to fight for Czechoslovakia. That is perfectly

true, but T tried’to represent another aspect of the -
situation, . that it “was not for Czechoslovakia that we

should have to fight, that it was not for Czechoslovakia

that we should have

last week. God kno

avoided it, but we also know that the people of this:
country were prepared for it — resolute,

. ] prepared, and. -
grimly determined. It was not for Serbia that we fought ..

in 1914. .It was not even for Belgium, although it occas-.
ionally suited some people to say so.

uite We were fighting
then, a%{we should have been fighting last week, in order
that one great Power should not be allowed, in disregard
of treaty obligations, of the laws of nat;

, , ons and the decrees
. of morality, to.dominate by brutal force the Continent of
. Europe. For that principle we fought agaifft Napoleon

.Buonaparte, and against Louis XIV of France and
ust ever :be

Prepared to fight, for on the day when we are not pre-

" 20 :
- S :
T ek £

° Al
Y

L2

EA

‘Qafeq,to-ﬁglét‘f?l" i‘t‘w:dcnce.“‘ ISR SR
’ﬁﬁrtﬁioaﬁghimm?éfopﬁeagda ‘not to| see this problem

then and later I was

been fighting if we; had gone to war
ws how thankful we all are to have

. RESIGNATION

e

i

%,

must”forfeit ‘our, Empire, our

always in terms of Czechoslovakia, not to review it always

: O ategio position of that small country,
“butjrather to the invasion of Czechoslovakia, .a
When, owmfr will begin, and when that moment comes

) Eur:x)lpuiatlntavie part in that war) we cannot keep out of it,

we

ich si hall fight. "~
here i doubt upon which side we s
;‘..ne(t1 tthh:r v:olrslc;l (l)mow that and it will give those who are

i to hold their hand”.
prepared to disturb ﬁ?pcace reason

1t on Austria the
is perfectly true that after the assault -
}’triig MiniZtcr made a speech in j:hst House - Iar,:
ellent speech with every word of which|I was in -
ple eement — and what he said then’ was repeate \
ple(;es‘a;gr orted by the Chancellor of the ExcheanJer at
ix;narkpplt was, however, a gpa.rded _stater‘nentl.1 t x::
a stater;lcnt to,the effect that if there were such a war

it would be unwise for anybody to count upon th,e-' . :
" gpossibility of our staying out.

i age which the dictators under-
‘Tél atle l::(t)ltlt:trh Sﬂltailn i?:wgmethods and a new ;morah}tyiu;
stan h‘ ave igntroduccd also a new vocab\:\lary into Europe‘.\
?gy ;Zve discarded the old diplomatic m.etho&lls of ﬁg{;
res;zndcnce. Is it not siglr;.l;ﬁca:tctzxrﬁ ajdnuzmmgb asse;:i,,or le.
e an ths::cfefal.lrm,‘asml)tame:mlware, th<':' German Chargé .
f‘i’?:g':.lrr‘ezn s hardly visited the Foreign Office? They -

ines of the " -
: e, the language of the }}eadhnes ofthe . -
| ttzllfl: ?rvez?gazggsuch guarded diplomatic and reserved.

Minister and the - "

.

utterances as were made b);lthe l.’nmc‘
' K . . - ‘ f} ’ -

1
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TEy el ; N - - tolfight. We know what thtz ‘mental
Ghanccllor of the Exchequer mean nothing] to the. - f}iic},);:&dthz mgcntality of that great dictator is. We know
~mentality of Herr Hitler or Signor Mussolini. Ihid hoped that a message delivered strictly according to instructions

that it might be possible to make a statement to Herr
‘Hitler before he made his s

peech at Nuremberg. On all

d to do so by people in this

with at least three qualifying clauses was{not likely to
I
i . * oration the €
this House, by Leaders of the . orato

-produce upon him on the morning afl his great

- 'sides we were being urge Fect that was desired. Honestly, I did not

., country, by Members of

, 22, ; . he thought there was anything of importance . 3
- .Opposition, by the Press, by the heads of foreign States, };fhti‘;i t;?;sagc, Itg certainly produced no effect what- -
- even by Gszrmans who were supporters of the regime and ever upon him and we can hardly blame hm}. .
- did not Wwish to see it plunged into a war which might “Then came the last appeal from the Ppme Minister
\de;stro)' 1t. But we were always told that on no account Wednesday morning. For the first time from .the/
ous w?i;r‘Pmte s it was particularly danger- (1;2 inning to the end of the four weeks of negotiations
oS to Wmitate him before he made a public speech, gt

: -eld an inch, an ell per-
. . Herr Hitler was prepared to yie , per-
* things fro £re so irritated he might say some terrible h:;: but to yield some measure to the rcprcscnt}tlat:(tblr::
It ‘om which afterwards there wouldbe no retreat. of Great Britain. ButI would remind the House tha i
savs:znrlxil;: :ﬁm ;1:; t Herr Hitler never makes a speech message from the Prime Minister was l::)t ;hc ﬁrﬂ:cnﬁ;vd
B i € 4 . . . . . ] t awn ’
the addition of on:a1 errr;zi:f considerable irritation, and that he had received that morning

+ consicl ¢ British Fleet. Itis
, ; Irritant would not, I should d of the mobilization of the l_3rmsh -
i };::J mghf, have made a great difference, whereas the i;a;no:sible to know what are the motives .of {n??h and t:vv: o
“*eoberd i :&:&n qf a solemn fact would have produced a shall probably never be satisﬁcl:g;s to ‘:hlcilhc :: he e:; v
S b ot f inspiration moved most when hej:
h Ai;c:hthc chance of Nuremberg was missed I had :zursc:ooMﬁx;ih, but we do know that never before had
oped that the Prime Minister/at his first interview with e
Herr Hitler at Be

he given in and that then he did. I had been urging the

N g d thought

: ' . tion Tizati the Fleet for many dﬁlYS 1 tfa L
gia;& but he did not do so. Again, at Godesberg 1 had T She kind of language which would be saler

- at that statement would be made in unequiv Hitler to understand than the guarde A
langulz;gc. Again I was disappointeq. Hitler hadqanothcr Jﬁ;‘r geigm;cy or the conditional clauses of the Civil ‘

A Sppecd to make in Berlin. Again an o portunity oc- - g < ,gc I had urged that something in. that direction .
cur:lc tl? f telling him exactly where we stood before he c.rvtit. & done at the end of August and before the an.e‘ .
:::i it at sPe'fCh’tP t 2gain the opportunity|was missed, Migister went to Berchtesgaden. Ishaclliiuggcsaﬁga‘ ‘I‘

1* was only after the speech that he formed thie mission|of Sir Horace .2
Englch et e irough the mouth of a distinguished should accompany (. FLTY g it westh one thing
Eng c“”l servant that in certain conditions we were v, 38 R P S S RO

S
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g ety [ ha . g
‘would ruin that

~ “That is ‘the dee

ing Herr Hitler through' ‘"
the language of sweet reasonableness. I have believed!
{hat he was more open to the language of the mailed fist. ty
1'am glad S0 many people think that sweet reasonable- o
‘ness has prevailed, but what actually did it accomplish?
The Prir e Minister\went to Berchtesgaden with many
excellent and reasonable proposals and alternatives to"~
put before the Fihrer, prepared to argue and negotiate,
'ds anybody would have gone to such a meeting. He was |-
‘metlby an ultimatiim, So far as T a ‘
of an alternative was ever put forward. Once the Prime-
Minister found ‘himself in the atmosphere of Berchtes- -
‘gaden and face to face \with' the personality of Hitler he -
knew. perfectly well, being a good judge of men, that it
would be a waste of time to put forward any alternative -
suggestion, $o he returned to\us' with thoge proposals,
‘wrapped up in a cloak called “Self-determination”, and ..
Jaid them before the Cabinet. They meant the partition
‘of a country, the cession of territory, they meant what,
when it| was suggested by a newspaper some weeks or,
days before, had been indignantly repudiated throughout . -
‘the ¢ountry, R R

-~ “After long deliberation the Cabine
‘that ultimatum, and I was one 6f thos
decision. I felt all the difficulty of it;
‘the danger of refusal. I saw that if we
to-war it would|be hard to have it said
were ﬁghtmg aggigst the princip

decided to accep‘t"bf i

who agreed in that'
but I foresaw also
were obliged to go "
against us that we B
le o ,‘self-dc_termination;;'_,,

W miééion;‘and_ 1 said' it was the one -
thing that would lead itftoli’s:ucccss; I N

] p difference between the Prime. 3
Minister and myself throughout these days. The Prime i
Minister has believed in addressir :

wnd T hoped that if 2 postponément thutly be teachee
oo porm e avoided, Tt was ot 8
' ight be ' zecho-!
lcasan sk to impose upon te e lessant.
pl akia so grievous a hurt to their CO“Im'-Y:the Govern-—
r ¢ taskgnfor those upon whose support ome to her
;ll.e;?o Caechoslovakia had relied ?ave ;?ich you were
and say “You have got to give up al for e V3¢ T 5
repared to\fight”; but, still, she accclpd with deep mis-
%hs Government of Czechoslovakia, fil ; the harsh terms "
giving, and with great regret, accepted th : o
that were proposed to her. cet reasonableness *
* “That was all that weihad got by st‘;’l ¢ when a country
at Berchtesgaden. Well, I did think aGovemment ofa
had agreed to be partitioned, when the nt\Kingdom of ' -
ountry had agreed to split up the anciet tRRECARE
‘ﬁohr;tr!r‘uxa which has existed behind its onflltlilmatc demand, "
more tha;lathousand yeaxs,'thatwasdtlh;: After everything
that would be made upon it, and that first instance had-
which Herr {Hitler had asked for: in thed A ild tnsits.
been conceded he would be willing, an o tes should bes:
that the method of transfer of t‘h?s'e:deﬂrln anner, as sich ¥
conducted in a normal)in a cw1hzéd ’m e
transfers have always been conducted 1. o Gormany,
. “The Prime Minister made a second vis Y,

)

; ags, bands, -
-and at Godesberg he was received with flags, s

- : ‘but he>:
trumpets|and all the panoply of Na.z} 3 a;:g;;." Sweet ',
returgcd again with nothing but an : ttITCrms which a ;'
reasonableness had won nothmg.'exchpvc dictated to}a
cruel and revengeful enemy woculllir t:rms coufd‘ hardly-
beatén foc after a long war. Grueler (5 0 e The
e devised than those of the Godesberg

e el




, ‘THE SECOND WORLD WAR
moment Isaw them I said to myself,

;tA‘wnll be the end of all decenc
affairs in thie world”. We had a long and anxious dis-
cussion in the Cabinet with regard to the acceptance or
rejection|of those terms. It was decided to reject them,

and that information, also, was conveyed to the German
Government. Then w

sible position,
moment, but

effort was made, by the dispatch of an emissary to Herr
Hitler with suggestions for a last appeal. That emissary’s
effort\was in vain, and it was onl

on that fateful Wednesday morning that the final change
of policy was adopted. I believe that change of policy, as
I have said} was due not to any argument that had been
addressed to Herr Hitler — it has never been suggested

that it was — but due to the fact
he realized; when the Fleet was
advisers had been assuring him
was untrue and that the British
fight in a great cause,|./

‘So, last of all, he Lame to Munich, and terms, of which
the House is now aware, were devised at Munich, and
those were the terms upon which this transfer of territo
is to be carried out. The Prime Minister will shortly be

explaining to the House the Particulars in which the
unich terms differ from th

There are great and im
great triumph for the P
to acquire them. Ispent
to persuade myself that
for me.

A
e

“If these are acccpiéd

and at the last moment — not quite the last

mobilized, that what his
of for weeks and months

portant differences, and it is a
rime Minister that he was able
the greater part of Friday trying
those terms were good enough
I tried to swallow them

‘what I have done — but they sueiin 0% JE5 SO0
it seemed to me thalt) a'l.th;iuauhgnponant and of great,
. rme Horxircow:%u;ealize how great the t‘;ﬁl’:ﬁéﬁ
‘va}.l‘ue E thl;:rime Minister has developed them ;as w0 be
i, e the i Bt S T e
1 I had oug| d the.
e & partition she should have been spared the

y in the conduct of public

e were face to face with an impos-

| E i inv and the horror o
what seemed ‘the last moment — another lgnomuiny

! asion
that she is now suffering from the full horror of invasio

Y, as the House knows,

that for the first moment’

people were prepared to - -

¢ Godesberg ultimatum.

— I did not want to do -

- RESIGNATION.

finvasion. If anybody doubts

. : i Daily
they have only to read an article published in the Daily

i i . After
- Telegraph this morning, which will convince them.

i is vi d he
all, when Naboth had agreed to ilve ull:is h;s Ozgsem e
shc’)uld have been allowed to pack up

n v i ot
part in peace but the German Government, having g
' b

- ure

: down, were not to be deprived of ttl;\i pﬁ: of

o king him " Invasion remained; evexll id down by

Pf kl?km%‘emaix.lcd unaltered. The date a?‘:: five stages,
1I-IIII;:“:'SIIO‘IIiltler was not to be changed. There

i my can move.
but those stages are almost as rapid as an army

i ame. Therefore,
Invasion and the date remained the salr:Ceemcms o >
tl?: a::orks fortifications and gun emp

rmous amount
" which that poor country had spent an €no :

3 t. Just as the
. be handed over Intac .
Pl o ncahall not ft:otge deprived of th:mplcasx;: ?1?:‘?: be
Sex;r:n w‘;’xen he was down, so the U

in the ulti-
. robbed of its loot. That was another term m

. That was

. it impossible to accept. 1 wa

T el s vl e e
why

i t service
- were proposed — although I recognized the great

o ormed in obtaining very
that the Prime I::Isn}“llstal; :;dwp:jl;;fh yould rtrSultn‘,‘ great
material chang 27

J‘_‘.‘ H



| THE SECOND WORLD 'WAR
~ benefit and a great les
. of Czechoslovakia.
~ * “Then he brought home also from Munich something
-more than the terms to which we had agreed. At the
- last moment, at the farewell meeting, he signed with the
... Filhrer a joint declaration,
- *8ecret”.) I do not think there was anything secret
. ~about the declaration. The Joint declaration has been
« ‘published to the world. I saw n

--~and no very obvious harm, in th
“'“tion, but I would s

€ terms of that declara-

: A -suggest that for the Prime Minister
“of England to sign,

without consulting with his colleagues
..."'and without, so far ag I am aware, any reference to his
- Allies, obviously witho

out any communication with the -
“Dominions and with

e of any expert - 4
uch a declaration with the dictator

out the assistanc
“diplomatic advisers, s

_of a great State, is not the way in which the forej
- affairs of the British Empire should be conducted.

{ W} settled by negotiation. Was it ever our
“? 3P war? Was it ever our intention
. ¢ommunication and counsel? There is a danger. We

~ 'must remember that this is not all that we are left with as

- theresult of what has happened during the last few weeks.

> and we must all acknow 1

all, ? That Great Britain and Germany
ﬁ}j&{ will not go to war in future and that ev 1

intention to go to

of es tries that trusted us. We are
deft also with a tremendous i
. [ltime'in

me. in. ot ave committed ourselves to
efend a frontier in Central Europe.
€

We are left with' the additional serious commitment
3 CIERTREE *: PR ' '

EA

sening of the sufferings of the people -

(An Hon. Member: © -

0 harm, no great harm '~

1ot to settle things by -

ledge it, with a loss -

S e Oyl ; S 5
. R e LA, W
"

giving this commitm

‘ ) ’ . I

i i i €.
', must be carried out in futur

‘ T _ i: ;‘:::;M% ¥ ;.-'4‘., et SN O E ‘thatkwc Ve,
. that we are guaranteeing b ﬁiﬁnﬁmy the defenc
"' same time destroyed. We b: vebreath as we have gudts,;;
" of Czechoslovakia in the same breath % man.a mortak’ /.
e gntecd them, as though youi!v‘vseul;i his life. 1 was ini favouts:
T e takerish
. biovy a..hd :ltﬁ:h gos;nr:;ttrlnr:nt I felt that as we had takei”
" o Sruch away we must, in honour, ¢
.. return, but I r edmmwit;ent
. Central Europe, a difficult fro emies. :
S rounded on all sides by en an for ourselves a tre;:<
R cut must ME t schemes oni’ ",

tment mear.‘lt.\»;!E ~

fend a frontier
to g fend because it’y:
I realized thati;

give something i

. .« e ‘an. am 33
‘I had always been in favour of maintaining an arm

afraid I differed from the Prime

L . C .
" that could take a serious part 1n COr

s agd"’
the War Office and he was at the Treasury two ycar ag
¢ vvar

or more, on this po

‘ absolutely imperative tha:x X:c;l::ix
i upon something like a c'ocd o
“'+ *_that the attitude maintain

' n
recent weeks would have bee

fences been far stronger. It has

int, but if we are .nqw.oomm(x)t_t;% ;;;
. d ﬁ'nticrinCéntralEurope,ltlsmmy pinion=’
- . defend a fro:

1d maintain an army‘
basis. It is no secret:

this Government during *

tiffer had. our de'
Bfaere; saxd that we shall»

.  at which they are~
" necessarily now increase both thenspeed"vhi da:t whicl
' »:‘lecondit.ioncd and the scale upoufy et
| ditioned, but how are we to Jus

they are recon~"
a burden laid

X wi .‘and..
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‘Minister,
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'THE SECOND WORLD WAR
mearns peace in our time? That is one of the most pro--
) the situation.

e undertook not to interfere further,
erritorial aims, in Europe. .When he
force he authorized his henchmen to

-

can rely
he believes that Hitler is

-, interested only in Germans, as the Prime Minister was

.-assured. Well, there are Ge
L _There are Germans in Switzerland, in Denmark and in
' Alsace; I think that one of the only countries in Europe
*_in which there are no Germans is Spain and yet there
. are rumours that Germany has taken an interest in that
.- ‘country. But the Primie Minister believed — and he has
. the advantage over s, Or over most of us, that he hags met
. the man — that he can come to areasonable settlement of
- ..all outstanding questions between us. Herr Hitler said
' that he has got to have some settlement about ¢colonies
- but he said that this will never be a question of war, The

. Prime Minist_cr attaches considerable importance to
", those words, but what

do they mean? Do the mean th
o Herr Hitler will take fe he -

N

L

RS

Sest sincerity, that I hope an
: i decpest sincerity, that 1 hope S
. ‘Mr. Speaker, with the» t believe what he be:
= is right, but I canno he
o tha hilllscr;;gxﬁ’ Therefore, I canbe Ofn(;siﬁi?é
¢ leves. I whlfs Government. Ishould be only a e
;’; o hl.m.m h better that I should go. I remember when

vand it is muc

. . "
" up an office that I loved, work in which I was deeply
u

" Times that the Munich terms had in point of fact worked "¢
imes that | ot of !

"“The Prime Minister may be rig

; that I said
v . : Godesberg ultimatum o
we were dlscu:ﬂ’;gt;h ; persuading, or even to Sli(gigacs;;gt: :
thatif I werﬁosl}:)vak Government that they SILOlid 2 myu
to, the qzectum I should never be able ltO I gavc given :
;hatdual;;?: 1 },xavc forfeited a great deal.
ea .

| i oud. =
interested and a staff of w{MCl;nax:Kar??NnO:rll{l%itt;)e n?; g
- i oclation h o
l» II :;::s %vl;,t;nw‘;grﬁ have maintained for many years the
le

but as : <.
most harmonious relations, not onlyw‘j‘f C:ng?gs‘;isving as .
friends. 1 have given up the Ip nﬁucgrcgard with the
o ' t to a leader thom_ s h ruined, per-
heutcnand iration and affection. T avt?tl D s
 deepest 2 n;;itical career. But that is a l:rt,eeof grea'zel'fl?ly
haps, mz,a'r;led something which s t(id with my head
halve reIlcan «till walk about the wor e
value — =
erect.’ . light of subsequent events,é‘._;i :
: i ech in the hg ce -
e L to admit that my reference o he difference
a ich an € e
between thgrtrfil::ilz.ogﬁivzsmanxious however t9v§¢ lf;;‘lug:u
Kf"’lt;%az? to the Pri?lle Lllliii;:sct:ltr %‘nhirz?ogé I said that )
R c . P Y
credit for Whatb};:;l;n :he two sets of terrrxs’\ntfe;ei ngr;;; o
e Ren days latr it was admitted i The
and im .

3t




/THE SECOND WORLD WAR '+ .
out worse for th A the terr
of Godesberg. -
- The Prime Minister s
pr?face,d his remarks by saying: .
Tt has been my lot to listen to

Position, and iati i

work in Whichif:ot(:l?;on e
" these things for conscience®
to um with respect. One myst fa
4 man struggling to explain th

eel, too, sympathy for a

v

€ Czechs in Inany respects than the tertﬁsu

poke 'immediately after me and

g

friends in the pursuit of
a pride and interest, and gives up ;

ake, everybody must listen

“ would-arise later. The debate continued for four days ¢
.-and five members of the Government took part in it. No
-attempt was made in any of thé speeches to answer.
“single point that I had made. The Home Secretary sug-
i'gested that I had advocated presenting Herr Hitler with:;
.a public ultimatum at an early stage in the negotiations. ¢
T had to interrupt him in order to point out that I had -
' never suggested anything of the kind. The Prime
+ Minister himself spoke again at the close of the debate °
:but he made no further reference to my speech.
. On the following Sunday Herr Hitler delivered his '
first public speech since the meeting at Munich. Many..*
. people had hoped that it would reveal a friendly attitude
towards Great Britain, would pay a tribute to the pacific -
role played by Mr. Chamberlain and would echo the *.
hopes that he had expressed in the House of Commons -
for a peaceful future and an approach to disarmament. " :
' The speech however proved of a very different charac-":
ter. It-was violent and aggressive and contained a bitter
personal attack on Mr. Winston Churchill, Mr. Eden and
~myself. For the head of a friendly foreign state’ to
‘calumniate by name three private members of Parlia-%!
-ment is probably without precedent in European history. *2
It seemed that Herr Hitler, intoxicated by the triumph of -

‘Munich, believed for the moment that he could dictate
“to the people of Great Britain as he could to the people of
. Czechoslovakia who might and who might not be per-7:
- mitted to sit in Cabinet. ‘I am fully. aware,’ he said, ‘that
‘if one day the place of Chamberlain were taken by
such men as Eden, Duff Cooper or Churchill their aim

L R NI - TR i o :




UM i THE'SECOND WORLD ‘WAR ~
‘would be to unleas e Y
‘would to unleash at once a new worl
4Germany.” - ‘

d'war‘aga;Mt

" T had already undertaken to writ NS
0 . e a weekly arti AR
7the Evening Siandard. This attack seemed toyprov('i:lleel:{ '
~Suitable subject for the first one which appeared on the

;::Tl‘:csday after Herr Hitler’s Sunday speech. - i
The Chancellor of the German Reich stated on §
’;,,,‘,d'ay that there were certain people in England who Iclln. o
:::4,sn'ed war, and he mentioned my name as being on C} .
:.-f.thcm. So grave an accusation coming from sog hi (}319
 quarter demands an answer in language more me ored
~and temperate than that in which it was delivered a';'l;xmd 5
s nobody in this country who desires war. Let th tegg |
an axiom of discussion. That Herr Hitler should bcalievc

> otherwise is the more surprisi .
- N . prising seeing that h
. at his elbow as his most trusted a.dviserg ¢ has cver -

‘ , Herr ;
- oP, v;vho was recently Ambassador at the ‘(,Z‘?:urp;lb??.
- James’s and had, therefore, every opportuni ot St,

an accurate estimate of public opinion. ¥ of forming

. “How best to prevent war in existing cj

-~ the only question which i tating Jhe i anCes is.

: countrymgn‘ ch 1s agitating the minds of our

" “There are some who believe th i v

L at the s

18 refusal to fight. But what sounds sim;;::pil;s tthmetho.d

E seldorp easy in practice, and the first thihg that th, C(L!'y L

. bqy.dlscovem is that if he wishes to live in pea.cee sg:thoo!-

: neighbours he must not allow it to be supposed thWI ot

qr‘clur.nstanctis will he resort to force atinmo

- ‘Itisnot esmallandweakwho;.reb i i

L s ma : ullied .

s $6§c‘“$§ ni’t 31:) 1}1: my day, for I was one of t;;;(:h 0(:: B

+ 13 those who lack the spirit of resistance, wi hi
the world, as we have made i o vohout which

GG 8 ) 1t, nothing ¢ i

L e ,‘ : g an survive.

P

_ hope to retain them unless he is prepared to defend them .

It may be argued that the Quakers enjoy a peaceful -
and prosperous existence, but ‘the ‘Quakers have re-
mounced nothing except resort to physical violerice and .
‘they are living in 2 civilized community where physical .
violence is against the law. The whole police force and >

e
vek-

&
S,
g

‘the Courts of Law- are on their side. If ‘a colony of *

‘Quakers were planted among the tribes of Central Africa .-

-their survival would be problematical. :

" In international affairs there is no police force and no

“court of law. Those who hoped, as I did, that the League

.of Nations might supply these deficiencies have been dis-

“appointed.

" "#The nations are living under the law of the jungle,

‘where the doctrine of peace at any price means
_paying the price of shame and not getting peace in

return for it, and where non-resistance means self-

. destruction. ;
. ‘Yet there are many people to-day who, having been

-subjected to twenty years of intensive anti-war propa- -
“ganda, are almost unconsciously sinking into accept-
“ance of the doctrine of peace at any price, without fully
' realizing that it is the doctrine of despair. \ '

‘It was interesting to watch a majority of the House '

" of Gommons last week applauding the extremist forms

of pacifism as preached to them with the unfailing charm
and eloquence of Mr. Maxton.

"+ “They did not perceive whither his argumcnt was con- ..
' ducting them: for he is logical and they were not. He
“knows that a man who is living in the jungle and has

many possessions which his neighbours envy, cannot -
‘{

by force. . |
‘ R T .



very little argument in the f :
.rgtlz’bqtc. Speaker after speaker harped “pox‘: Og:rm(i:r}::. :
saft Wik We were in danger of war, To-day we are,
alke. W es an : €.
‘and the Prime M; }'stt};r.,‘o: else matter? Let us thank God !

ey e Tme Then there usually followed a.
g‘é‘e‘;l&gescnpuO{l of the horrors of war, whic}zl a:c ?::sy to,
fescribe, and difficult to exaggerate
.+ ‘But the horrors of Wi '

for the adoption of a p ar form no justification in ethics’

olicy that is wrong any more than’

‘avoid death from :
‘stra . L proves the wisdom of a-
is sggli(tiu:mne:n;s;m‘;hg dlmks salt water. Wrong-doing "
: QIWaYS- €d.1n this world, and folly nearly

oG . RESIGNATIC
“sLocarno. Have we ever refused the

£ ¥isen first from the Council table? | T
¢ ‘Germany might have negotiated before she repudiated’
:-the League of Nations, before she declared conscription,’
‘- before she marched into the Rhineland, before she
. ‘invaded Austria. « . , o
"% ‘But on each occasion she preferred the policy of swift
“action. When after the march into the Rhineland we
“'showed ourselves willing to negotiate, and sent a care-
i-fully worded Note to the German Government contain--
».ing a number of questions, in order to clear the ground,;
= we never received the common civility of a.reply. Yet it
. is we who, in the opinion of Herr Hitler, desire war.
:‘He might have shown himself willing to negotiate at
" Berchtesgaden or at Godesberg, but all our Prime.
“Minister received on each occasion as a reward for his
“journeys was the privilege of being the bearer of an
-ultimatum. - ’ _ R
- Y“There was negotiation at Munich, but what kind of:
,negotiation was that? It took place under the mouths of; .
“the cannon and to the accompaniment of the marching’
“tread of a million and a half armed men. It had to be:
' concluded before dawn, for the troops were due to cross .
- the frontier on the morrow. And cross the frontier they :
~'did, according to plan. '
- ‘How much was achieved there in modification: of the,;
‘original ultimatum may well be a question for argument, .
. but there are very few of those who vociferously cheered.
Jor “Peace with Honour” who could explain how the ;
‘glorious agreement of Munich différed from the - an-;
-acceptable. terms propounded at Godesberg. -, ..
e

ARRE Y BB F At Frgking

ETT P s e
proferred harid or'

‘Surely in light of all these recent historical facts
T S . R ra N s meae o b
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" 'HE SECOND WORLD WAR . =
rcannot be accused of wanting war if we begin to despaif
“'of settling our differences with Germany by peaceful ;.
- negotiation? Lo
< “Where, then, does safety lie? What hope remains? .-
= ‘Bver since Nazidom was established in Germany with
. its extravagant ambitions and its reliance upon force as;

em, I have felt the urgency-

Uy
J“

-"the means of accomplishing the
-.of deciding upon a line beyond which we will not retreat.”
" ‘Injustice to Germany we should let the people of that:

.- country know that there is a limit set to the patience °£ﬂ§';

’:»democracies no less than to that of dictators.

. . ‘“Germany should never be allowed to make again the

mistake that she made in 1914 in believing that Grcg\t‘fi;
_Britain would not fight; nor should she be allowed, 10

* ‘that belief, to advance into a position from which she,
‘+ cannot retreat.

- ‘I would, therefore, suggest that the time has come
-+~ when, instead of waiting for fresh demands to be made
4 of us, we should state firmly where we stand. :
“... ‘If we are prepared to make further concessions We
should inform Germany what those concessions are and
accompany such information with an assurance th?,t

% when those concessions have been made the limit
1 have been reached.

.
ES

will stand fast.

. .‘Let Germany know that. Tt is th

“we can render to the cause of peace.’

_'The sﬁgggstion contained in the concludin:

-graphs of this article to the effect that we should clarify
o o e M

o isinds and then make plain 1o the wornC G
+1nour

E ‘ o
L

» ey s indignation furth
i d with impotent 1nA1g
- to s;?:joizda‘;ggiitzessful acts of aggression.

‘Beyond that limit we cannot and will not go. Upon .
that line, wherever it may be drawn, the British Empire -

e best service t_hat;
Il

g para-

RESIGNATION ;

: should dqmafndf
position and our policy and that we t acted upon,

mpelleds
RIS ths we were compeleti
e that within six mon

with the result tha

[1]



CHAPTER 1

Continental warfare, -
he!d the position of -
€en In continual dis-"
n, then Chancellor of

€ of our land forces. '

ghteep mOnths that I
War I had 1,

Chamberlain,

}v'I:S:_ccretary of St
Jagreement with My
Kthe .Exchequer, coné

al services — which a -
administration had -
Unnatural that while .
» he should have
h°Pm‘ and should .-

“have endeavoured

‘wreck., _ : o
~ When he was presented with what appeared in .1935:
'a stupéndous estimate for rearmament — figures which'%
have since been multiplied four and five times — he not”%

»
§

~unnaturally sought for an item on which economy could;g

to save ‘what was possible from’ th

¥

A

be effected. The Navy must always come first when.
Britain’s defences are being considered, and the urgent
need of rebuilding the Fleet in face of the new German 'y
challenge could not be questioned. The insufficiency of
our Air Force was already in 1935 disturbing the public
mind and had formed the subject of acrimonious debate” ;:
T the House of Commons. The Army, therefore, seemed '
the only branch of the services where the estimates pre-'
pared by the Chiefs of Staff, with the assistance of

Foreign Office and Treasury representatives, COUldﬁ;@g
possibly undergo a reduction. o

Not only was theére present to Mr. Chamberlain’s mind ff

the natural and very proper desire of any Chancellor of:
the Exchequer to save money, but also, I think, he ha
listened to the theory that has been widely held at various;;
times by many whose opinions deserve respect, that ok
Great Britain’s contribution to a world war can be, and'*#
should be, limited to naval and air forces. The theory s
an old one and it received reinforcement from what I:¥
personally believe to be a misunderstanding of the lesso
of the last war. Many people, shocked by the casualti
suffered on the Somme and at Passchendaele, came tg*
believe that those great sacrifices were wasted and,
thus led to the conclusion that Great Britain ought neve: v*% ;
again to take part on a large scale.in Continental w.
fare. Even if this theory were sound, which 1 did'n

SUNE T e A A
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tx If Europe were once a
#of a general

2/ their whole manhood
+*-Britain to allow a ve
5" able-bodied citizens

:2:Nor would the youn
#.-would demand the ri
¢ ‘which it would be
~ bé compelled then t
© 1914. Would it not
.. parations in peace time, and
.. which could, on the outbre
assistance to the forces of ou
.- capable of large and rapid

- The last task that I perfo
" the preparation of a mem

mpossible to deny them. We should

ak of war, give important
r allies and which would be
expansion?

rmed at the War Office was

which T had often sorely t

ane as he had, on an important matter, he diq not take
~the OPportunity of ridding himself altogether of my
».Services. 1 wonder how often he regretted his decision.
LR OO S 42 .
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1 felt sure that it would break down in practice. -

‘ gain to be plunged into the horrors .
war in which every nation would engage
» it would be impossible for Great

ry large proportion of her young .
to continue their civil avocations.
g men themselves tolerate it. They
ght to fight for their country, a right '~

u tee which th
- frontier in Gcntra.l EI;II'OPQ, a guarantee Wi

. ns on October 4th was already fnor:gyat;:: 7;
e ComntloBritain the necessity of preplz;.rm§1 an
(g:)xg;::ntal wari'a.re could no longer be q ;

o form an army in haste as we did in L
be wiser to make the necessary pre-

to lay plans for an army

" was yet in a

serve which then existed, in order to

orandum.on these lines. It

- impatiently for the necessary ac

ried, that having differed Ii'on;

.. c
" promised not to introduce it in pe
, of the present Parliamen

’ DI 5 A defend a la
When a guarantee

fon
oned. Iff
ble bu¥

. . i

army on'a
that it would be wrong to construct such an y on’a
* tha

the country®
o an ile I doubted th?d‘er et
voluntary basi:modd ‘t:)h;]:ccpt conscription, 1 considered’

of the willingness td’

that full advantage should be taken o hene the way fgg
i ion of conscription later.

th‘i’lmtsf::?)‘:c:ltfrr:i::)lc in the Evemng Stand:;ci

entit{’ed “The Will to Serve’, and appe g

19}11: will to serve exists in Great Bri{;l: ;«;—:;y;

than %r;agristed for exactly twenty years. 1ne OPpOiT

W
was therefore
d on Octobeg

ing this will ta
" tunity should not be missed of translating

; iption is the cry that
serve into terms °;iir§§§nﬁ?v§§g _uttered tlilt’ t::f\znt:ig
e comwimion s ol
that they have d need do nothing further s
of the nation, an tion by the GoYe_n}md 5

; ed so long in the ranks of the m‘ﬁlczlf thie
: thy with their diffiouties, (o B0
have snl;;yrz)pl?tdc allowance, and still fcccﬁve; o
Fit s 10 b::: helpful, must also be constru are many, ﬁ“
it ﬁ)l‘fﬁitgultis wIi)th regard to °°nstc;l p;fi;e Minister had
the first and most obvious is that 2 time during the hﬁ

antagt
' not taken advanta
t" Hehas . ,. N ‘ o :;n“w‘ AT gyfs%?‘m 1

-



,Bpon that definite undertaking,
13

mocracies survive,
:of conduct in int

.Pledges shall remain binding.
. ‘Butsucha pled
‘ment from recommendin
next appeal to the electorate. Noy is there any reason
‘why during the months that divide them from that
:appeal they shoul

3§Ql:;‘)oli“cy,; and prepare thé machinery to put it in

force.

has'spared us the shame which ablc-bodjed civilians must

Feel at the sight on their sojl of foreign soldiers whom, as
civilians, they have no right to resist. And therefore con-
scription, which has been accepted
‘most democratic countries, has al

, I _ ways been regarded in
Great Britain as the beginning of

tyranny,

£

;"gquntries of Europe. Henceforth
Iéaders to explain this new situati
Ppersuade them to.accept the sac
. ‘Unofficial statements in the
#tood’

3

od' that the Government
Eg’raw up a National Register,
census of. the nation based u

; it is the first duty of our-
‘ on to the people, and to
rifices that it imposes,

Press give it to be under-
have already decided to
which will form a king of

enst ' na POn potentialities of war
femce 'The design of such a register should be to ensyre

daat.every. able-bodied man in the kingdom should be
8- RS SRR . . 44 o . .
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OV ST SR I " employed in an
;9 the crisis through which we have Passed to go back ¢ of the
. . 1d know in peace .
' -hedShot‘;lat he may be trained to fulfil it. ing out of this
":"or‘lslr'o ledge will be broken by the car;zlsen ‘
?{»Yschemer.) No legislation, so far as is at p
© will be required. It sh
~General Election.

x_ 3 am sure that he has been right. So long as the de-
Lm0 they must stand for certain principles:

ernal as well as external affairs. Of
these principles one of the most important is that solemn -

ge can in no way preclude the Govern- :

g a different policy when they must be, it will not

" wards the solution of the problem.
d not prepare the public mind for such .

he re
- as supply and demand. The

~ tell us how_

" material may be employed.

without protest in the ' ~ steps should be taken to ascertain

r' ! 0
" requirements. The simplest meth

E i They sho
| their demands.

= :ralt;t g?ving the number of men

.. purposes for whic

Defence, in- ordelx; t;o1 ensure
. ing. They shou
::.?dp:;xﬁ% necaz’ary steps taken to supp
", " “The task of the Ad
** Board would have
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upon ‘the task whi he ey
3 & + . an ‘ tr
ervice of the community, ana tha .
e e that task will b‘e,'\«v’? 2

best perform in

t apparent,
ould be completed beforc‘ the‘,

the drawing up of such a register’

‘But, desirable as alone go more than half-way to-

“The problem is the application of our man power, ang
e

ibed
. . - Ou hly be dCSCl'lbe y
there are two sides to it, which ma)tgirstcrg should provide

hould

. i ith regard to supply. It shouk j

complete mformﬁulglx;tzvrli;l;’ ragd e P bind is at 0‘,’;
disposal Itmv:'liil remain to be decided how best thg;
osal. , . , o

: with the above mqury,
in what are the nation
\d would be to ask the

Home Office to formzs
three service departments ang g:fd each furnish a states
that they want and th
h they are wanted. - . oo

ts shZuld be submitted to the C tign“ pe

“These statemen d the Minister for Go-orlghna s
that there shall be no oven
d by the Cabinel

d then be accePtl; thz demandTh%
; ould be an easy one. .2 ¢
miralty would ciding upon. the'sizt

3

‘Simultaneously, therefore,
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of the Fleet that the
‘with security,
.man it.

“The task of the Air Ministry should not prove more
complicated, and the main concern of the Home Office
should be to

’ make sure that they do not take for Air Raid
recautions men whose s

y consider the minimum consistent
and upon the number of men required to

ervices would be better employed
elsewhere.
" "But, as usual, the most difficult task would fall to the
“War Office.

“Those who think that they have solved the problem
when they cry for conscription have in fact hardly begun
to consider it.

“Conscription on the continental model would provide
- us with a huge short-service

land force for home defence.
This would no doubt be an admirable thing in itself, but
it is not what we want. It would be about as useful to
Great Britain as a coach and four to a Venetian.
~ ‘Our frontiers are protected by the Royal Navy. If
‘that protection should ever fail, no land force could re-
Place it, for the simple reason that our enemies would not
" give themselves the troubl
they could reduce much more casily by starvation,
‘That we need a larger army than we at present possess,
-I firmly believe. But w

. € want it principally for foreign
, service, not for home servi

ervice. The greater part of our
sArmy is abroad to-day. P

" ‘Further, conscription if it were introduced to-morrow
~would produce a vast army without barracks, cquip-’-
- ment or trained instructors, Expansion, therefore, must

be gradual, which does not mean that it need be slow,
~ And it should be directed towards a definite end,
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" duties, is open to question.

. . he
rovide garrisons for t
‘Secondly, the %rmy has to p g

ion of the Empire. . -

pr?'{'ilcitrlc(l)lr;r as a result of our recently mcreasedtﬁzn mit-

ts on tl’le Continent of Europe, we are rr'lo}:e e o

?en d to have in readiness a field force whic Ict uld play

Oua:;prcciablé part in Continental warfare.

an

| main duti tform. It has '
¢ has three main duties to per « A
fir Tile ﬁror\rrli}c,le the anti-aircraft defences of t'hlel C(t)r‘;.?l'tzl
Wiltet;)leg these can still be entrusted to a partially

T

e .
be enormous, although, in my opinion, 1t should be at

i into the
least twice the size of anything we could put

field at present. It should be, as it was In 1914,

1 in the
for its size the most modern and efficient force

w?il‘(ji.o not believe that these combine.d der?fatr}ll(:svgﬁgf
the man-power of the country can be satisfied ]

tary system is retained.

‘It may, on the other hand, prove possible to satisfy - "
m >

L o ich
them without the great upheaval in industry whi

i r the needs
universal military service would produce. Fo |

- . . the
idered in apportioning th
i must also be const g the.
g;;xdu;‘tzr at our disposal. It would beefc:ilgetgepletc
moreps)oldiers than we need and at the sam

i itions for their
the factories which are making the muniti |

" use.

i rpass
i i t it should not surpas
“The task is not a simple one, bu

hand without delay.’ :
4



Re—reading this article in the light of after events, T -
" find nothing in it to withdraw or qualify. It.would in-
. deed be difficult to deny that as the Government did

ot ¢

'THE SECOND WORLD WAR

1)
finally introduce a measure of compulsory service in

April, it would have been better if they had foreseen in

October that it would prove necessary and had laid their
plans and composed their speeches accordingly, instead
of embarking on schemes that wasted time and using*

. language condemnatory of conscription, which subse-

c!uently increased their difficulties. But those who be-
lieved in the policy of Munich still hoped that it might
lead to an improvement in the international situa-

. tion, and in that hope they postponed meas :
- ultimately proved inevitable. P ures which

Both at the War Office and at the Admi
fognd my difficulties considerably mcreagz(lit y,b}Ir h;}(fl:
strict financial control exercised by the Treasury. Durin
‘the'year 1938, the Treasury had been more than usuall
active :imd had succeeded not only in delaying, but alsz
in considerably reducing British schemes of rca;mamcnt

- My third article therefore, which appeared on October

o

R
Ao
B

. jl'r‘ .
Bt

*/. soon be apparent in the House of Commo

26th, dealt with this question.
‘It forms perhaps a slightly ironi
y lronical comment
the success of the Government’s recent peace poli;’;ythc:;
those who most loudly applaud it are most deeply con-

v‘inccd that the first result of it should be an intensifica-
tion of our preparations for war.

“There is present to-day in the country and there will

ns an insi
demand for the more ra ustent

| eomand for pid delivery of bigger and better

" ‘How is this dernand to be met? During the last three
S 4

ot

REFORM _ .°

LTSRS T

incessant. ‘ ‘
‘No effort upon their part has been spared, nor would

the Treasury.

‘Let it be made plain from the start that neither the
Chancellor of the Exchequer nor, still less, the officials
of the Treasury, are in any way to blame. .

‘Under the system as it exists they have certain duties -

- to perform and if they failed to perform them they would
be guilty of grave dereliction. They are as patriotic as

other men and possibly as much alive to the urgency of

. years the labours of the service departments have been '

e
N

“any increase in their activity be possible. But there is
‘nobody who has been engaged upon this work, whether ..
"as a Minister or as an official, who would not admit that

- more would have been accomplished in shorter time if

#it had not been for the ever-present paralysing hand of

rearmament, although the zealous Civil Servant is apt
to think that the contribution of his own department is

more important than that of any other to the welfare of
the State, just as the soldier loves his regiment and the .

sailor loves his ship. ‘
‘At the beginning of the rearmament campaign it was "
laid down that full Treasury control over expenditure

_was to be maintained, and the result has been delays and .
difficulties at every stage. Let me briefly explain how :
. the system works in practice.
‘In the first place the Treasury, which would be
known in any other country as the Ministry of Finance,

is one of the smallest departments and one of the most
efficient. )

‘It is housed in one of the oldest buildings in White-
“hall, and the clerks carry out their high functions in

D 49 .
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- conditions which the Ministry of Health would never

_ the ability to pass examinati

~with which it works. For i

permit in a modern factory.

“The personnel have long been considered the corps
d’élite of the Civil Service. It used to be the custom for
the candidates who obtained the highest marks in the
examination to be given their choice of Government
departments.

‘Almost invariably they chose the Treasury. Thiss
method was designed to ensure that the Treasury should
command the best brains in the Service, but of recent
years the system has been further improved upon from-
the Treasury’s point of view. The young man who gets
the most marks does not always prove in the lon run
the best Civil Servant, 8

‘l.\Towiadqys no candidate passes direct from the ex-
amination into the Treasury. All are distributed amongst
other departments where the most likely are carefu%ls
watched and reports a J
ability.

‘So that it is not until the

y have proved
possess the qualities of com et oy they

petent officials as well a5

e abil ons that they receive
distinction of promotion to the Treasury. ’ the

‘It is well that they should be so car i
view of the duties that they have to per?gxf:rll}., S;;LCrC izdi;ln
Treasury must go every proposal to spend mone be
every other department of the State. And at the Trezsu 4
every such proposal is subjected to the most thoro !‘});
an‘d searching inquiry before it is approved. '8

In normal times it is an admirable system, and th
taxpayer can congratulate himself upon the ’cfﬁcience

n normal times it is the tax}.'
50
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payer’s main interest that not a penny of his hard-earned : -
and reluctantly-paid contribution to his ‘country’s
finances should be thrown away. \ '

‘But “normal times’” are becoming almost synonymous

with the Golden Age. Some of us wonder whether they
ever existed. Most of us fear we shall never see them
again.
* ‘And to-day even the taxpayer is persuaded that there
are worse things in the world than the payment of taxes.
He is beginning to believe that the punctual appearance
and accurate performance of the gun that is to protect his
home and family are of greater importance than the price
that is paid for it. Some reflection of this new mood
should appear in the sphere of administration.

‘The personnel of the Defence departments consists
partly of civil servants and partly of serving officers.
These latter do tours of duty lasting for three or four
years in the Ministry of the service to which they belong.
They come direct from the active exercise of their pro-
fession and bring with them the fresh air which is occas-
ionally lacking in Government departments. They also
bring with them the latest expert knowledge based upon
practical experience.

‘Such officers know very well what they want. It
may be anything from a new gun to an administrative
reform.

‘They know why they want it and they probably know
the cheapest way to get it. But when they are faced by .
the Treasury expert with his first class brain and long
training in negotiation, who first seeks to prove that what
is alleged to be wanted is not wanted at all, and, as his
second line of defence, suggests a dozen ways in which it
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could be more chea
though they may s
word, are bound t

tions that had never occurred to them.

<
So weeks are lost and
who are lon
despair.
Oy .. ..
. :;o?‘lihg?Ic‘ISlonS’ Ministerial or departmental, the
. reasu 1 ’
T, ry veto hangs like the shadow of the
[1
The i
. ul;l;?lwilx:e%ge that this power exists has a paralysing
o bon ¥1lz:t1ve. The files in the defence depart-
enes T Tpnn led freely with the minute “Is it
v g 1reasury approval for this?”’ And wer
is l‘iual.ly in the negative. . the answer
. gain, Ministers and tho isi
se advising th 1
o nd : g them on
bl ts:rgpz and administration are, under th(g1 S etscnt
System, uit::n compelled to weigh the relative imptl)):tc:cnt
of o toqbe ea\é:;le;:{:d proposals, both of which they Ill)(;‘:e
t y necessa isorn
of y[‘hICh no scales exist. "y and for the comparison
here might for i |
- Instance be su
. ' ; De suggested an expensi
.forp:}?:e}xlneTt in Service conditions considered nelc):z:l: ary
for the ealth of the troops and the e:ncouragemen:l r};
Fecrul ing, and at the same time there might be a d .
;or the construction of a new factory to e e
indispensable weapon of war. provide an

‘The Minister would kn

‘ . ow that fin

‘. Pgrr}llt the fulfilment of both demztnds aléce V}iould net
- advisers be blamed if the * an he and his

O hesitat v
. which of them to abandoz? S(; ?ini éoi:‘%o:)fforc deciding

tick to their guns in every sense of the

ging to get on with the work begin to

BRI

ply obtained, then the serving 6fﬁcers, '
o take time in finding answers to ques- .

sometimes months, and men |
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o0 such restrictions. They build a thousand tanks, find ~
. defect, scrap the lot and build another thousand. The -
[reasury, like a governess foretelling the awful fate -
hat is bound to overtake other children who enjoy
iberties that are denied to her own charges, has been
elling us for years that these naughty, reckless countries
xill soon go bankrupt. But they don’t. They seem to
thrive on their folly and batten upon their extravagance.
‘If we are to compete with them, we must assuredly
adopt some of their methods. Otherwise we shall not over-
take them. On the contrary they will increase their lead’.

During the period that I held office, I frequently felt
that there existed need, not only of minor administrative
changes, but also of major constitutional reform. The
greatest change that has taken place during the last
hundred years has been the increased rapidity of commun- -
ications. This has profoundly affected every sphere of

human life. The street boy in Australia knows the result "’

of the Derby almost as soon as the majority of the crowd "

at Epsom. The words of the rulers of great countries
are heard all over the world, even as they fall from the -

mouths of the speakers. Speed therefore is to-day a part
of efficiency. But while a process of speeding up has been

applied to almost every other form of activity, the pro-

cess of Cabinet government in England remains the same A
as when Lord Liverpool and his colleagues, contending '
with Napoleon, relied for the supply of all their informa-
" tion upon horse and sail, and when the most important .
dispatches had to await a favourable wind. It has been %
proved that Cabinet government, as we know it, does |,
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- Crises, I'suggested, in the followin

System stood in need of reform- g article, that the present

tinguished occu
pants of offi :
that a commj c¢, but it must i
isatas o 1ttee: of twenty—one, when faced b ¢ (.)bvm“s
great a dlsadvantage as a gentl ya dictator,
teenth century would be gentleman of the eigh-
b

. fumb} ; -
r?Pler, In the presence of a mod:;Igl with the hilt of his
0 revolver-shooting from th etexponent of the art

’ en 1 ey
& members of 5 potensial O N a civilized country all

in ) Pposition ;
twenty-four hours, when 3 wher. c?: be wiped out
untry
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be looked for, not in the sergeants’ mess, but in the General ‘

Staff. The system of Cabinet government has for more
than two centuries conferred inestimable benefits upon

~ the people of Great Britain. It has preserved order, it

has extended liberty, it has brought us victorious through
many small wars and two great ones, and it has created
an Empire.

‘But the supreme merit of our unwritten constitution
has ever been its adaptability to the changing circum-
stances of an unstable world. And it should be remem-
bered that during the two greatest crises through which
Great Britain has passed during the twentieth century,
the system of Cabinet Government proved inadequate.

"Those two crises occurred in the years 1914 to 1918 and

in September 1938.

‘During the former a small War Cabinet was set up to”
deal with all questions of the first importance. During the
latter the most important decisions were taken without
previous approval of the Cabinet, who were summoned
as often to be informed as to be consulted.

‘The Prime Minister was, however, in almost contin- -
uous council with three of his most trusted colleagues, -
and the remainder cheerfully recognized that no other
procedure would in fact have been practicable, as events
were moving far too rapidly to be dealt with by a com- *
mittee which then consisted of twenty-two. It is further .
satisfactory to record that the decisions taken by the
smaller body, or sometimes by the Prime Minister alone,
always received subsequently unanimous approval, with .
one unhappy exception on the last day of the month. '

“Twice, therefore, it has been made plain that the
Cabinet is too large and cumbrous a body to function -
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n a crisis. T i

. :l?ﬁlesr The question therefore ariges whether it i

i times or expedient or safe to revert to a system which~

ey :ta;rln_e;gency, we have been forced to abandon,
¢ facts point to the desirability of settiné

Up a smaller body ¢ .
1mpol'tantlli)robl(m};s.0 deal with the more pressing and

1
ng methods of diminishin
flzlcecutlv.e suggest themselves,
S ﬁ; Cabl;et those Ministers v
: ces. ini
he Minister of Transport and the Chancellor

" .. of the Duchy, who s» :
.1 » to-
?';.be‘en S0, nor has the L(z)rg gir?vylnscgzll?ed, have not always

g the size of the supreme
The first is to drop from
ho hold the less important

" ordination of Defence ¢ Ministers for Co-

- Supposing Gt e ould speak for all of them, and

;added on the ground thzie;ldem °f the Counci were

. department of State, ~ Was responsible for no

. limit h © 1t would seem thep (, ,

: ‘SCOtzli:nse?OrfgChed In the procegs of :Itirtrllliizc:t\igeme

5 State wors sacrilfli C{:ertaml}f object if her Secretarn. ]

" 'be felt by the €ed, and stj]) deeper resentment 'Y 121

- and India, if they sier: <t he Dominions, the Golapios
Tepresented. Nor could’

B, 5 s €Y were no Ion
-a nati ger
Pen o o SIS 10 e s s
“The Cab; of Trade,

harmonious relations would be preserved between the:
first and second elevens is extremely doubtful. The *
scheme is in fact fantastic, and has only been examined

“1n order to prove it so. Reform must be sought along -

other lines.
‘It is often wise to establish in principle what has

proved useful in practice, and if this rule were adopted it
might be laid down that the Inner Cabinet should always
consist of the Prime Minister, the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, and the Foreign and Home Secretaries. A
minor objection to such a scheme is that there is nothing
i the functions of the Home Secretary to render his
presence on such a body as necessary as that of the
Minister for Co-ordination of Defence.

‘But the major objection is that all Ministers are at’
present overworked. None has heavier departmental
duties than those referred to above. Membership of the
Inner Cabinet must entail additional labours. .

‘It would surely, therefore, be wiser to relieve its",g%
members of the charge of a busy department. The'?¥
sinecure offices exist — Lord President of the Council, .
Lord Privy Seal and Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan-
caster. These should form with the Prime Minister the :
new committee of Public Safety. But do not let it be
supposed that I am recommending that the present-
holders of these offices should necessarily be its members. ¢

“The men we need should be carefully chosen and .
they should be allowed to devote to their high task every
dunce of their energy and every minute of their time.
They should be spared both the routine duties of a .
Jepartment of State and the time-wasting and nerve- %
‘acking irritations of Parliamentary opposition. They

. - 57 ., .
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* would often summon one or o i

L wo 1 ther of their collea

7 ;‘helr.councﬂs. The Chancellor of the Exchequer fllllc(;stl::
oreign Secretary would be the most frequent attendants

- we st
: three:lllrlxd tgr must depend upon the abilities of two or
€n during the next two or three years.’

CHAPTER III
THE NEW SESSION

THE new session of Parliament opened on November
8th. The mood in which Members met differed consider-
ably from that which had prevailed in October. There
no longer existed any desire to extol the agreement of
Munich as a great achievement of statecraft. The pre-
vailing sentiment was that the less said about the past
the better, and that it was more important to get on with
the plans for the future.

I wrote an article which appeared on the day of the
opening of Parliament and to which I gave the title of
‘The New Session’. It appeared however, under the head-
ing, ‘Make Every Man a Fighter’, which, as the reader
will see, was neither what I desired nor advocated:

‘The new session of Parliament begins to-day. It is-
likely to be one of the most important sessions in our
history. It follows immediately upon the greatest crisis
that has occurred in international affairs since 1914.
It will be followed, almost certainly, by a General
Election. ’

‘The debates that took place in both Houses during
last week provide an indication of the subjects which are
likely to absorb the attention of Parliament during the
months that lie ahead. The first of these subjects is:
rearmament, with which I propose to deal in this article.
The second is the future of our colonies, which means
the future of our Empire.
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o “Last week’s debate revealed two t
~disinclination to look back into
;‘over the events of Se
- might have been the
‘Relief that peace

as is reluctance to i
which were necessa

- the heir to a fortune if he accepts it without meticulous
~Investigation into the manner in which it was acquired.

~ ‘But the other tendency, not less clearly pronounced,
“was a determination to look forward into the future in
. order toensure that a disaster so narrowly avoided shall
" not be allowed to threaten us again,
‘It would be idle to deny that the minds of those who
. are hoping that the lesson of 1938 will bear fruit in 1939
- are filled with anxiety which the assurances given by
Ministers last week were insufficient to dispel.
- “The reason for this anxiety is that the conviction has
. been brought home to many members of the communj

and is rapidly spreading, that the whole scheme of
.- our rearmament policy is conceived upon too small a
- scale.

“The world has chan

ged catastrophically in the last
| ﬁvp years, The people of Great Britain are slow to per-

endencies. First, a
the past, to squabble

results of a different policy.

nquire too closely into the measures

. €%s desirable function of a
- screen.

:“Two public utterances of last week may be taken as
'.Symptomatic and as showing the profound difference of
- outlook which still divides Europe from Great Britain.

German Labour Front, said

ptember, or to speculate upon what -
has been preserved is as widespread

Ty 1o preserve it. We cannot blame

+HE NEW. SESSION

1 r fields
maintain their lead in aerial armament and othe

i : must ¥
but must increase it many times, and that they
u

if th
multiply their production by a hundred per cent if they

i i ir needs
were to obtain sufficient (tier.rltory fr(;rongllelaftcr s
i id just a his .
m). This was said ] ’ ik
£Leb§niczuso)lemn assurance that Germa}?y sh t:z olloniaj
aeioifions in Europe were at an end and that he
m

r.
aspirations could never lead to wa

i wn -
‘At the same time Sir Thomas Inskip, our o

. effor during the past five 5
: ts made by Germany :
;'}(ltzt‘st}rlgu:?ix;)w be redoubled, that they must not only’
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1 ring the
Minister for Co-ordination of Defence, was assuring

boys of Kingston Grammar School that if we had lost

i t
prestige during the past few weeks —and he did no

. . -
dmit that we had — he was quite certain that we should
admi

i i by sheer
traditional and historic capacity for recovery Dy

1 at we have
force of character of our race, the reputation th

b
in the capitals of Europe and the worlddiﬁ'erent Seriods.
“The two statements belong to two

i iddle:
The latter takes one back to Rugby chapel in the mi

i If fixed between °
] . But there is a great gu
;))frt hjixl':lsglfleg::ir}ll)r. Goebbels. The Hitler Jugend have

hich were enjoyed.
very different schooldays from those whic

raged to develop
Brown. They also are encour op:
}g‘czo;? chraracter — and it would be a bold man who,

Britain in that

i v monopoly for Great |

wgu}it ia;)rlr;t atllll}e,:y are taught that forcebof :i};iga:fé
:ﬁolled be supplemented by airplanes, subma nd,

machine-guns.

i t into our heads’
¢ in fact which we have got to get int cads
is trlﬂltetgizc?:y atll(ie whole continent of Europe is organized
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. for war. That every man in that continent is a trained
“ fighter and that it is the intention of every Government
- to expedite and intensify military preparations.
‘Great Britain alone, although her world responsibili-

ties are far vaster than those of any other country, re-

mains firm in her refusal to abandon the system which

served her so well in the nineteenth century and to regard -

 war as anything but an extremel
which can be satisfactoril
" sional forces.

y remote possibility
y dealt with by small profes-

“The anxiety which exists in the country and which
was reflected in Parliament last wee
expression in two demands.
of a Ministry of Supply and t
Register.

‘The demand for a Ministry of Supply was turned down
by the Prime Minister for the inadequate reason that it
would be useless unless it was furnished with com

k found practical
One was for the setting up
he other was for a National

g pulsory
. powers.

“The obvious method of over
- would be to furnish it with su
objected that to do so would be
Minister’s pledge not to introduce
.- lifetime of the present Parliamen
- bered that that lifetime is rapid]

~ Its end might be hastened, and there could be no better

argument for hastening it than the urgency of intro-
~- ducing some measure of compulsion,

“The Government have under
.. National Register, but this regis
... voluntary basis. The value of sy

coming that difficulty
ch powers. If it were
a breach of the Prime
compulsion during the
t, it should be remem-
y drawing to its cloge,

taken to compile a
ter is to be upon a
ch a register will be

to have a compendium
,’ ;‘«.-: 62
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of Christmas Goose Clubs. It will merely be a recorc%) o:'

the pious aspirations or the passing moods of a numbe
le of doubtful patriotism. _

Of‘pf?(;)l}) tflose who are truly anxious to se&ve tlieg clour;t?rr
i in the Royal Naval Volunte

re doing so at present 1n : /0 .

?{eserve,gin the Territorial Army or in the Auxiliary Air

Force. No National Register is required for them. Mean-

while, a great many who should be serving.in one or otge;
of the, above are seeking a safer and an easier billet unde

the auspices of the A.R.P.

‘But those who are doing nothir}g at present will, whlez
the Voluntary National Register is set up, bg able tcé ts}z:.i lerg
i i lunteering to do som
their easy consciences by vo to do something
isi he whole thing 1s to be 0
when the crisis occurs. As t ' o
1 s can exist of holding
voluntary basis, however, no meanh . ! g
i thinks to-day tha
them to their word. Mr. Jones, who 2y tha.
i i 1 have changed his mun
he might like to be a soldier, may | his maine
. He may have foun §
before the next emergency
f the sea or he may
Vi he may have heard the call of the e m
K:\]/;g:ss,igned th}; peace pledge and consider it more binding
National Register. ‘
th?';l'ht::e :rex indeed many unans-werable argilment.
against drawing up a National Reg.xstel:. on V{;I, }:;onu:tsg
1 implest is this.
basis, but the shortest and simplest 1s thi n 2wl
, Britain will not allow
breaks out the people of Great O e
le brunt of it to be borne by those who have
‘e'vxi:”gey ;.gd courage to volunteer their services 1n Ic)lezta.ﬁ:
time, while their jobs are taken by the slackers an |
rds.
cOY'VI;}here will be an irresistible demand that 211 newbar;;
real register of the whole nation on a compu so?ﬁ Oz; 1.
be drawn up immediately and the old one wi y
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remain as an historical curiosity as a record of time
wasted by Civil Servants, of money wasted by the public
and of the ineptitude of Ministers.’

As the debate on the Address proceeded, there was
evidence throughout the House of a feeling that the
Government were failing to estimate correctly the gravity
of the situation, and that, therefore, the plans that they
were making to cope with it were inadequate. Some
shared the opinion, eloquently expressed by Mr. Eden,
that the first step towards putting the country on a war

footing, was the reconstruction of the Government on a
broader basis. Under the menace of international
disaster it seemed folly to continue the waste of time and
energy involved in party strife.

It was under the impression of the unreality of this party
warfare in relation to the great political issues of the day,
that I wrote my next article which appeared on Novem-
ber 15th under the title of ‘New Parties for Old’.

“The days are gone, those happy days, when Gilberf
‘wrote and Sullivan sang:

Every little boy or gal,

Born into this world alive,
Is either a little Liberal

Or else a little Conservative.

“The party system has worked very well in this count
*for two hundred years. Can it continue to do $0? It has
. served as a solid basis for Parliamentary Government,
.-The majority of European and other nations have so
- much admired the success of our Parli
“stitutions that they have attempted to imit

i
3
&

amentary in-

‘ ey hav. ate them,
In most cases imitation has resulted in failure, and the
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cause of failure has usually been inabili?y to create a
sound party system. Lacking that foundation, the edifice
ed.
ha‘in(;iI:E:y to draw up constitutions and to build Houses
of Parliament, but the party system is a natural growth.
It cannot be laid down by law nor built up by hands.
‘Further, the party system is a mechanism of great
delicacy. It demands first that there shall be a broad
division of opinion, and, second}y, that it shall divide the
people in fairly even proportions. The party system
ceases if there is no hope of one of the two parties ever
ing into power.
gef'tIl'Iklligs diviin)on of opinion must be neither too shallox.v
nor too deep — neither too feeble nor too violent. If it
errs either in the one direction or in the other the system
will fail. If the division is too shallow the thing becomes
ham. '
: S‘There was a danger of this in the middle of the eigh-
teenth century when the Tories had ceased to be Jacob-
ites, and differed on no question of principle from the
Whigs. . b himself
“Then came the King’s attempt to govern by himsell,
the American War of Independence, the demand for
reform and the French Revolution — great events, to
which Englishmen reacted diversely and which pro-
duced that cleavage of opinion essential to the party
SYS‘E:IgT;:in’ in the middle of the nineteenth century partly
differences began to disappear. It would be difficult
indeed to describe the difference in political philosophy
which divided the Conservative Lord Aberdeen from the
Liberal Lord Palmerston. :
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rer‘nain the issue to-day?
Th
discus:;)en }gistwirecl)qbab'ly over been so much political
Private indjvi .
two months, but it would bedeuals as during the last

Socialism has never been discus}::idly rash to assert that

‘We are approachin
Parliament in which ag thc end of a

ming a sham, but once
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;- their Capitalist colleagues. Nor have the Conservative

a3
e

L ee? A

LTI e

Party hesitated to accept at the bidding of the Govern-

. ment, measures, such as the Coal Bill, of a pronouncedly
" Socialistic character.

‘Is it possible, therefore, to believe that Socialism is no

.longer the issue? And if it be possible, must it not follow
"either that the system will collapse for lack of an issue, or

else that a new issue will arise that will produce a new
alignment?

‘Foreign policy is at present occupying the minds of
those who give much thought to political questions. It is
occupying their minds almost to the exclusion of every

:'1 ~ other topic. And with regard to foreign policy there
. exists profound and sincerc difference of opinion. This is
.. deplorable, but it is true, and we cannot alter the fact by

- deploring it.

‘Is it a division of opinion which cuts clean across

-existing party lines. It produces strange phenomena,

;;'., such as the majority of the Tory Party vociferously

cheering the ultra-pacifism of Mr. Lansbury, while re-
- garding the Duchess of Atholl as-a dangerous revolution-

ary.
‘In the Labour Party, discipline has always been stricter .

~ and-heresy hunting more popular than among supporters
. of the National Government, but if that discipline were

- relaxed there is little doubt that a considerable number
of Labour members would express their whole-hearted .

approval of the Prime Minister’s policy. -
‘This has already been done by the Independent

Labour Party, which are the only Parliamentary Party .
* that are quite solid in their support of Mr. Chamberlain. -
. Doubts exist in the minds of a large number of Conserva-
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tives as to the wisdom of that policy, doubts which in "

some cases amount to conviction

p X
Ol’il;iea 11ssue may be broadly stated as follows. The
pi A arena is at present dominated by certain aggres-
sive States, who have resorted in some cases to the th%eat
b

in other cases to the us force, 1
; e, of ; 1
L ’ C¢, 1n order to mmpose their

There are many people who believe that peace with

z};«::;:essstizt;s \%}111 be best preserved by pursuing a policy of
that when they are i they wil b e 20
: ill aban i
an(;[‘l‘:vig ﬁz?do;cll:ers who believe them to %r:: aiiirl(tziszlbolz.
ey o at concession has already gone too far.
The ¢ conclude that the way to maintain pe .
present a bold front supported by sufficient fofc: ctg

€nsure, in the last resort, vi h he
ICtOIy. Th lev a

S =t L, I ey behe ct

resources of the BIltlSh Empxre, in combination tVVtith

those of allies who would
_ . rally to th
sufficient to provide that force zvhich a\cloiaéu\i\fi’llv;(é:szgagg

the powers of a i
ggression to m .
that the surest way to ey oderate their demands,

ent a 1 . .
Powers that they are likely war 1s to convince those

: : to lOSC 1
“This d ini i "
IH‘CI‘CDCC of opmion, lImportant as it is could
]

. X er .

g?rtles, for it should be the ]::)bjr:;ngffltagleathg!l:mcnt of
party warfa're any question of foreign ?, eep out

conduct of which continuity is g1 policy, in the

‘It may well be, therefore, before all things desirable.

. . that isti
is but a passing phase, and that wzile;hii ﬁ;ilsstmg cleavage

will relapse into their earlier formation IF 21% parti}fs
y Y, on the

o ad its day.,

N CEER

) THE NEW SESSION

‘Nothing can last for ever and the challenge of the
totalitarian States seems to demand a degree of national .
unity and national efficiency which the party system
cannot provide’.

I think that the two different views that then existed
with regard to foreign policy are fairly stated in the
concluding paragraphs of this article. In thelight of after
events, there can be no doubt as to which was the correct
one, and it is satisfactory to those, who as a small minority
supported it at the time, to reflect that it triumphed in the
end and was finally adopted by His Majesty’s Govern-

- ment.

The debate on the Address concluded with a division
on an amendment moved by the Liberal Party in favour
of setting up a Ministry of Supply. By Parliamentary
usage, which Ministers find so hard to overlook and
which the géneral public find so hard to understand, any
amendment to the Address must be defeated by an over-
whelming majority and for this purpose, a three-line

. Whip is issued to all supporters of the Government who

are thereby warned that failure to vote as ordered may
expose them to all the penalties which the party machine
can impose. Therefore, on this occasion, although all
the- principal speakers, including the Minister for Co-
ordination of Defence and the Prime Minister, admitted
that the subject of debate was not a party question, the
voting that subsequently took place was on strictly party
lines. Only one or two supporters of the Government
went with Mr. Winston Churchill into-the opposition
lobby, but several abstained. I felt myself able to support
the Government for reasons that I explained in the speech

~ that I made shortly before the division. I fear that my
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prevailed both Ri
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.- - Government’s policy, even than the Right Hon. gentle-
:* man the Member for Epping (Mr. Churchill), to believe
*". profoundly that they are a very good Government, to
% .. support their internal and foreign policy and yet to think
“:- that a Ministry of Supply might possibly help them to
*¥. carry out that policy. But if anybody evinces that opinion

to-night — and the only way the majority of Members

" can evince that opinion is by going into the lobby against

the Government — he has immediately committed a
crime against the party, the Government and his consti-
tuents, and renders himself liable to all the pains and

. penalties that inevitably ensue. I do not say that this is

the fault of the Whips. I know that it is a matter of Par-
liamentary procedure that any Amendment to the

- Address must always be regarded as raising a matter

of first-rate importance and treated as a matter of

" confidence.

‘Though nobody is to blame it is regrettable, and for
two reasons. In the first place it would be impossible to
explain to anybody outside this country unacquainted
with our Parliamentary procedure and Parliamentary
institutions why it was necessary to have a three-line

* 'Whip on the question of a Ministry of Supply. Imagine

trying to explain to a Frenchman, or an Italian, or a
German, how a man may sincerely believe that a Min-'

- istry of Supply would be a good thing and yet is, under

our Parliamentary procedure, forced to vote against it, -
because otherwise he would be showing himself a dis-’
loyal supporter of the Government which he desires
loyally to support. Secondly, anything that brings Par- #

‘liamentary procedure into disrepute at the present time{%
- is to be deplored. Of course many Hon. Members w1ll§2
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k' find themselves in a difficult position, for I believe there
" are Hon. Members who are sincerely convinced that a
- Ministry of Supply is urgently needed and would be a
~_very good thing, Members who whole
* the present Government, and they
. pleasant position of either voting against their Govern-
© ment or against what they think to be desirable. I shall
. "not blame any of them if they support the Government,
. because, after all, when you are presented with a conflict
- between two loyalties, loyalty to your own opinion and
~loyalty to the party and the Government which you wish

-heartedly support
will be in the un-

- of a three-line Whip.

‘Fortunately for me, I find myself in none of these con-
scientious difficulties over the question. T can whole-
.. heartedly and conscience-free give m

Government this evening. Th

: € question of a Ministry of
Supply is one to which I ha

ve devoted a good deal of

Y support to the -
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’
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i omy effected, an u
i improved or econ you put ¢
?(;l%l}:; ::rsonpwho is showing you ovle’:lx;,vz:;ntcli1 (},fghtyi’t “We
i e

into that very point, W thoug !
Ay mt(c)lecided on the whole, against 1t, beca;if’
anddWC lzat‘:;]:iank it wou’ld produce the results yousuggest™,
we do no

.

1 he value
opinion as to the use of the new machinery or t

? ;

t O

j this
must feel that they are the best judges of whether this

i the .-
task, We have in the Secretary of State for Air and

Secretary of State for War two exceptionally able
ecreta

. inion, and I am, i
. S ir considered opinion, i
Ministers. If it is their ¢ we shall see by their votes it .

quite sure it is — at any rate

attention and thought. I
~ enabled me to form some op
~ mind remains open on the s

evening — that a Minisry of Supply cannot felp 186 08 3 4
Py are engaged, tn¢ 4

th}i t?sirllx}toﬁz 1c(::llsletht(:)ytake a different view? I a!:;ta{’/\(;;i: g
who 1s :  he: ision. . o
co?tent tolab;S§SEK tz/lﬁ;r ?ercelgret that !_hathdemperagglri:g
b The kon }ils one not really conm;ctec! with tl de ]?}:-lpara lons i
cen ta enf Supply at all. I think it wou re'ehy A
erfllitrgo(r)n an%It)her point of view if thle .Glt V;’llct1 o >
E:edudecided to set up a Ministry of SUPP1y :tes, and ¢ |

have held positions which )
inion, but, quite frankly, my
ubject. I have listened to the

" powerful arguments this evening from both sides of the

" House, in favour of and against the proposal, and I still
. think there is a great deal to be said upon both sides.
i: When I was at the War Office I thought there was much
= more to be said for a Ministry of Supply than when I was
/- at the Admiralty. I think i

— -ordinr.a as
t would help, or it might help, of course, that it would have helped beo-or
"~ the War Office and the Ajr Ministry, whereas 1 do not
think it would be of any s

i ch e {issues -
have been useful in helping to convey tth, ! {iiss .
ervice to the Admiralty, 8 "
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¢England and the peoples of the world that we are really
~seriously tackling the problem of rearmament on a new
-basis. We are apt in this country — I think it is an
English characteristic — not to indulge in advertisement
Or propaganda to the same extent as other countries. We
spend insignificant and negligible sums yearly upon
-propaganda. Countries far poorer than us spend much
“more. Itisa pleasant quality, perhaps, in the Englishman
to run himself down: the expression used by the Prime
Minister the other day was, “fouling one’s own nest”.
I am afraid it is a habit which Englishmen very naturally
acquire,
.. I do not think the Leader of the Opposition could
- Justly be accused of fouling his own nest if he criticizes
the Government, because, after all, that is what he is
there for; but the speech of the Secretary of State for War
~at the close of the last Session describing the lack of
- preparations for dealing with ajr raids was, I thought,
. as pretty a piece of self-nest fouling as ever I listened to.
T ‘}}ave no doubt that he was quite right to take the line
1l confession. He could easily have taken a different

atten » and concealed and camouflaged
ciencies that were present; but I

owerfu‘l afte;warc!s when the Prime Minister said that
% ouse, jporations in 1938 were probably in no way
> O those of 1914. T think the attack made upon

When I wfterpoon by t}}e Right Hon. Member for Epping
" more to potrited: I did not take the Prime Minister’s
: at the Adm‘iﬁxl.] that 0Ccasion as criticizing in any way the
“the War O Pﬁcfnade N 1914. All he said was that if

S . tragedy of war there had been a sudden
thmk it would L 1914 it would, of course, have been
o 74
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- subjected, for the part he has
. preparations.
~ ‘T am particularly glad that the Prime Minister took
that line, particularly glad that the Minister for the
Co-ordination of Defence said what he did in his speech
to-day about our preparations, about the strength not
only of our Army and our Navy but also of our Air
Force. These are facts of which there has been a great
danger of losing sight.
“The Hon. Member who
that there had been

played in perfecting these

seconded the Motion said

given, as one of the reasons of the
_policy that culminated at Munich, our lack of prepara-

"tion for war. He is not in his place at the moment but I
do not think that it is true to say that any responsible
Minister has ever said in public that that policy was
forced upon us owing to our lack of preparation for war,
I think it most important that it should be known in this
country and in Europe that that policy, whether right or
wrong — I have given my reasons before to the House of

" Commons for thinking that it was a wrong policy — was

- Bot dictated by fear of war and that the Government

~were confident, although they were horrified, rightly
and naturally, at the prospect of war, and although they

foresaw great suffering in the early stages of the war
owing to the inferiority of our Air Force and of the French
Air Force, in comparison with that of our potential
~enemy — of ultimate victory, had we been driven to war.
‘I would also say — and this is equally important —
~that that was the view of the General Staff in France,

- 2-ey were not afraid to face the issue, had they been

_‘Ath? V' to it; in fact, so far as I am aware, the only people

- think it WOUSaid of a long war and doubtful of victory
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'ovs;ardicef‘
'wcre the German General Staff. It was not c

. 3 r the Prime
that persuaded His Majestyr:eGoazgrriltmizn;Oﬁy o talk of
Minister to ado(}:);‘;::;,: g‘;lic;'. The question of COV?:;’S-S‘
their policy s adoes not come into it when ma}tter(s:1 o N
roc.or coutas” ral world significance, are belng_ lec le
calibre, of geneThey think of the welfare of their Pegj}:
by statesmeli-‘ ate objectives at which they are al;‘mt }%e
and of the u Ugiities the outstanding qualities o he
T}}e M ir 'c%:r with, whom I have worked, I am s:ld N
Prime Mml; ee years in the Cabinet a‘nd a yeard e
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throats and said: to make sure that 1t neve.’; ﬁPP bt
must rearm so isthink that the Prime Minister t! o}lllt%:d
again. I dono t victory. Heis much too clear-st}g er'
that. At grei}llt it was a satisfactory outcome ol a Von
L think he thoggn and also that it was the begbllnn;“gS le
difficult Slt‘fmltloeriod and that he would be a bf 1(1)1 e
more hopel 1:in the future. Being a reasona ‘; reason
Sﬁgilé}??f§2??he head of the ?c{inznarsntigfi;‘;as Thinking

. . i 1mite . ¢
able man hé(e’ hmllggiféz:r;}rlls consistent, he said: (;r\r’r\l’zll}l’:
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* “The first important statement after Munich from a
Member of the Government was a remark from the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who said:

© ““A vigorous, complete, urgent and remorscless survey
of the whole position is demanded. We must not wait
until a crisis occurs; we must do it now.”’

‘Has that complete, remorseless, urgent survey of the

whole position taken place? If not, I want to know why.
At the same time The Times wrote:

*“The task of the Government is nothj
organization of the resources
needs of a new age.”

‘When are we going to get it, either the remorseless
survey carried out, and if so by whom, or the Govern-

ment’s attempting to meet the needs of the new age?
‘What has happened? We have had a new Minister
who is to take sole charge of Air Raid Precautions. I am
quite sure that the Right Hon. gentleman will carry out
that task with the efficiency with which he has carried
out every task that has been allotted to him throughout a
most distinguished carecer. The Air Raid Precautions
‘gaps were somewhat cxaggerated, and great credit is due
to the Home Secretary and the Under Secretary of State
“for what they have already accomplished in the short
time in which they have been engaged on their task.
have no doubt that the Lord Privy Seal will complete
“that task and it is a very good thing that he is doing so.
‘He has also been entrusted to deal with man-power. Hig
cability to do so will depend upon whether he is given
+2ertain powers. If he is asked to waste his time trying to

':h? '".v.all the people who now feel voluntarily inclined
i :
plish

ng less than the
of the country to mect the

1t Wething in war I suggest that he will accom
s .

sl

*?nothing at all. If he is given the power, which the Daily*

. enormously at the expense 0

i t Govern-
Express, often so curiously well-informed abou

i be given :;
- ment plans, announced to-dafy, thathh:: \l:iliobe agmost :
- power compulsorily to draw it up, tha

: at we all desire. ] .

lm‘lﬁrtaxxﬂagixsg utlh;t: lt)l’lethl\ﬁnister for the Co-O{;i}igi;

tion Zf '?)efence and his colleagues — 1 speaklgitévfi have -
rejudice, having been one of them 50 ment scheme

cartied o, and wilycried o, a st amen iR

. : an repa )J2 ’

which "Lvda;};ﬁ Cominded o, this i the third year of the
hem lA reat deal has happened since 19351\Iw. S

s::ser:rfl'y thfce years ago. Then the League of Nation

ivil war in -
“was still a power in the world. There was no c1

Spain, Italy had not invaded, occupied and established

1 1 t dreamt .
“ herself in Abyssinia, the Rome-Berlin axis was no .

ith Rome and -
losely connected wit
%férﬂipz?ldw}:dnr?;t (;nvac;’ed China and conquered half

ofit. Our relations with Japan and the Japanese Govern-

-day. Then Ger- .
ment were far better than t,hteg'ealr{t‘;1 itr(x)c?a?’d, ltariged
many had not marched into ndependent country
it and fortified it, AuStr‘l & Czech Republic was
outside the German orbit, and .the‘ ;‘ ope, with 30 or
still something to be counted with in Europe,

40 of the best fighting divisions, better armed, perhaps, -
- than any other divisions,

behind a line of defence alm}(l)st
h protects France. All that a; “
e situation has deteriorated. :;
f Great Britain and what was
ow antiquated, rotten

as strong as the line whic
gone. In three years th

recommended three years ago 1s It o
a t of date. i
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i, 10 carry out the desire that he so elo
I felt that, if there had been a war, all that
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" meet a new situation, and that that survey, remorseless,
- vigorous, and urgent, called for by the Chancellor of the
Exchequer, should take place. I do not want, as some
- people have suggested, a Parliamentary inquiry. I be-
lieve that would be a waste of time, but I suggest that the

- same officials who were asked in 1935 to rccommend

what they considered necessary for the defence of the
country should be asked to make further recommenda-
tions, in view of an entirely altered situation. A week

~ ago my Right Hon. Friend the Member for Warwick

and Leamington [Mr. Eden] made in this Housc a speech
which I believe produced a profound impression upon
all who heard it. Since then the Press has been full of
suggestions as to what he meant. It was the opinion of
many that he wished to create a new party. I have not

discussed this question with my Right Hon. Friend and

I am no more in possession of his mind on the subject
than any other Member of the House. But it did not
seem to me that his words bore the construction that has
been put upon them. He was not asking for a new party.
He was not anxious to increase parties but to diminish
them. He did not want to stir up political faction. He
was pleading for unity. He was facing the new situation
in which the world finds itself. He was ask
national, united effort to meet the threat
menacing not only the British Em

ing for a new,
which is now
pire but the whole

‘As T listened to him, I wondered what could be done

quently expressed.
he was asking
This House,
would have

the ~puld 3 i
‘think nuld be accomplished in a moment.

" of being a centre of party politics,
: 8o

THE NEW SESSION

rue council of the nation and matters like a - ~§
lli';fri)irsrtlfyao; Supply would be discussed and voted upon
on their merits and not at the crack of a thr.ee-hne Whip.
A National Government on a broader basis \yould have
been formed within twenty-four hours. Rich people
would have put their houses and their property at the

_ disposal of the State and poor people would have given

up their jobs and risked their livelihoods :cmd those of
their families in order to join the Forces.. Rich and“poor
would have laid down their lives for th?lr country and
said ’twas but their duty”. Of course, in peace time we
cannot accomplish anything on those dimensions, but 1s
it not possible und;:r the rr.lgnapce of war to make an effort
me similar sacrifice: .
tOV‘VTa;CelsI;(c)m. Member for Stockport {Sir Arpold erdley]
said he considered that we were not living either in peace

or in war but in a period of anxiety, something between

the two. Anxiety has been the note of every speech,
whether critical or supporting the (:‘roveljnment, _that I
have heard to-night. Is it not possible in a period of
national anxiety to make a national effort to accpmplxsg
something which would be able to preserve our lives an

our liberties? The lead must come from the Government.
Private Members can only make suggestions. The Prime
Minister has, I believe, the gratitude and the confidence
of a majority of the people of the country to-day. These
are invaluable assets. With them there is almost nothmg
that he could not accomplish. Those people have grati-
tude and confidence in their hearts_but they also have
deep anxiety. They are looking to him for a lead. Ig he
gives it now, he will have behind him a people united as
they have never been, divided on no great political issues
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*as they were in 1914. If he fails to give you that lead I
tﬁfr:llgg;i }lllfi:sx;l}l, .fmss one of the greatest opportunities in
I did my best in this s
which still exists and oc
in controversy. It is sti
sufficiently acquainted
which culminated at M

peech to denounce a false belief
casionally makes its appearance

with the facts, that the policy

unich was dictated b
preparedness for war, that the country could);(t)]: cpi)izﬁaff

?;:ebizﬁetto w.a;r OWi;ldg }t10 deficiency of armaments. Had
. rue it wou i indi
ment of the Governmerzllt\ie ?;St;tuisgsanfg?rful lndl&t'
Ml'n.lStCr had any doubt, so far a5 | am awaretrue. hO
?blhtygof Gre.at Britain to win the war that was t’h?Zattzries
1; uI 3}? (iar(r)lwmg toa short?.ge of.anti-aircraft precautions,
age and suffering might have been sustained

in the earl stages but there wa
.
it ys e $ NO reason to fear the
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Il asserted by those who are in- -

CHAPTER IV
THE END OF THE YEAR

During the interlude that occurred between the agree-
ment of Munich and the occupation of Prague, it
appeared to some of us that Great Britain was in fact
without any foreign policy that would admit of description
or definition. A vague hope that all would be well was
accompanied by a vague fear that it wouldn’t, which pro-
duced a half-hearted scheme of preparation against a
shadowy danger, the scope and imminence of which

- were never clearly stated or frankly faced.

It was in the hope of producing some increased clarity
of thought both in policy and in preparation that I wrote

" the two following articles which appeared respectively

on November 2gth and December 6th.
The former was entitled ‘Wanted — A Foreign Policy’:
‘The announcement of the Prime Minister’s intended
visit to Rome, following closely upon his return from

. Paris, must give rise to speculation all over the world as

to the foreign policy of Great Britain.
‘More depends upon that policy than the future of
Great Britain alone, and we who live in this country have

‘the right to know upon what principles it is founded.

‘Excessive curiosity is not to be encouraged, and re-
peated Parliamentary debates upon foreign affairs do
more harm than good. The machinery of diplomacy is of

extreme delicacy. When the Government have stated -
from what base they are proceeding, along what road .
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and to .
that th?aﬁi:vi] at goal, then, if the people arc satisfied
tent t general principles are sound, they should be con
‘B ? aWa}llt In patience the results )
efor ; '
friends ii ]tihxerowar 1t was clearly understood that our
in the Far EastI:,:z3 were France and Russia, that our ally
no aggressive degsg}]]ap-an’ and that while we harboured
S 1In any COntine .
were . nt, and while
claims f)?zg:):g }Zt’o make considerable co’nccssions to t\}tg
ambitions were uOI:fv ers who considered that their colonial
such friends and st?:ltllsfne d,uWe none the less felt that with
. aily we .
en}%}%ency with equanimityy could face the most dire
at poli X
“After ‘iﬁlécii‘f ¢ the general approval of all parties
1t was believed that the relations .of

States were to b
[+ governed b a
were to b Y a new law. All natj
be settl detl)nembt?rs O-f one society, all dis nations
ed by arbitration, and alj s sputes were to

were to be made publi €parate agrcements
received general a‘PII))rovl:L and only concluded if they

‘Should any one Sta
. A te be so bold ;
;‘zlrcﬁfd ss to violate an arrangement t};aiol fcg{o}l)xsh, o
¢ benefit of all, then all the others wo:\?d in(f:;?n made
ict upon

the peace-breaker th ;
richly deserved. ¢ punishment which she had so

‘Believing in the effi
cacy of thi .
(():‘vfol\\}eartr_lment based their foreign p(ﬁicsg Sltlel':, t}}: ¢ British
This 1(1),ns and upon the doctrine of col{) . ihe Leaguc
policy had the support ective security.

of all i
adherence of every British Goven?rii:t:]is ?rrcl)crln t}:lc C)g)liclit
? 1 Goal-

. .
; ted National Government of
or reasons which it is not proposed her

ct
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that policy is at an end. Collective security has 'been'f”l;’j
tried and has been found wanting. The League of :

Nations has ceased to play an important part in the

affairs of Europe, and when the Under Secretary of

State for Foreign Affairs recently announced in the
House of Commons that it was the intention of the
Government to rebuild the League, the remark was
greeted with what is described in the Press as “‘ironical
cheers”.

‘Upon what, then, is the foreign policy of the present
Government based? This is surely 2 legitimate inquiry.
It can no longer be based upon the League, for the
League, by the Government’s own admission, is in
ruins, and the phrase “collective security”’ has gone out
of circulation.

“To the student of history there would appear to be
two alternatives — either isolation or alliances. For a
self-contained country, such as Russia, able to rely
almost entirely upon her own resources, and without any
possessions overseas, isolation is a policy which has much
to recommend it, but it is extremely doubtful whether it

would prove practicable for an island State with posses-

sions in every continent, and compelled to rely upon
commerce for its prosperity and upon seaborne supplies
for its existence.

‘Isolation would also demand the denunciation of
many treaty obligations, some of them only recently
undertaken. Not to mention our ancient alliance with
Portugal, we have treaties with Irak and with Egypt, we
have obligations under the Treaty of Locarno to France
and to Germany, and the present Government have

recently incurred a new commitment with regard to the .
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frontl.ers of Czechoslovakia
even if it stood alone, must éh
as a possible policy for the pr

We are left, therefore, with

Wth.h means binding yourself
are similar to your own, in ord
if they are attacked. ,

‘England has had man
enumerate them would

whi
wh (;,ill tt}}l‘eerciiw}?tuld be few exceptions. But study of that
ght of history would reveal that there has

been ever present a idi
. ) n abid inei .
England in her choice olf flr[i]egn;c)llznmple that has directed

b

omi \
minate it. Whoever appeared to

This latest development,

esent emergency.

y allies in her long history. To

‘Whether it were Spaj
Prussi pam, or France, or
ascenc?;nivhto}f: Stra}r appeared ! f-:mporar;ly toRbueSSixa’ }(:r
came. Th’at rip lpcllple.of Britisg, policy remainerc; the
wards the lesf nciple directed oy choice of alljes the

" in order to stresogxerfmha’n 4 the more peaceful nl::: s
vent them frOmgb cn their POWers of resistance, to o
enable them to m 1 Cow?d mto submission’ pre-

. aintain their independ on and to

< of a too powerful foe. pendence in the face

‘v *“That princi 1 .
3 ‘ ple — the maintena
{)Ifivsver — has been the solid basis ofn tcl“(:e ?(Era' balanF e of
t country for 400 years. ceign policy of
T nA

ut the door upon isolation ~
the alternative of alliances, . *

to friends, whose interests
er to protect those interests - -

be to make a list of nations from

B T L SR )
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‘British subjects are now anxious to know whether,
collective security having been abandoned, Great
Britain is prepared to return to the policy of the balance

of power.

|

powerful, 1s as helpless as a rudderless ship.

‘We cannot accept the word “appeasement” as a sub- .

stitute for a policy. According to the dictionary, the
word means to soothe or to satisfy — but there are

passions ablaze in Europe to-day that cannot be soothed
by gentle gestures or kind words; there are appetites

aroused that no concessions will satisty.

‘Never before has the sentiment of alarm been so
widely sprcad nor so profoundly felt. The anxious
nations still look with lingering hopes toward Great
Britain for support and leadership. Some sign of both

should be given them without delay. It is not yet too -

Jate, but anxiety is beginning to turn into despair, and g

the days are numbered.’ ’
The second article was called ‘Wanted — an Army:

‘For it’'s Tommy this, an’ Tommy that,
An’ “Chuck him out, the brute!”

But it’s “Saviour of his country”’ o
When the guns begin to shoot.” — Kipling.

‘From the days of Canute to those of Kipling, the

English people have looke
army. Again and :
one, have been compelled to improvi
to meet an unexpected demand, have waste
money owing to lack of preparatiom,
through good luc

se in haste in order
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d with distrust upon a stapding ;
again they have been caught without"

v

- If not, we must be told what is to take its
place. A country without a foreign policy, be it ever so

d lives and ¥
have escaped defeat 3

k and stout hearts rather than throughys
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. akia had be- »
S - s . . on learning that in Septembelr CZ?Ch(::ﬂO(;ivisions ready *
* military training or political foresight, and, having so tween thirty-five and forty well-cquippe had only two
escaped, have heaved a sigh of relief and proceeded with- to take the field, whereas Grezvlt Britain
- out loss of time to disband the forces to which they owed which were by no means _r?ady' set at rest any disquiet
their salvation. ‘But there are experts willing to ' oiven rise. Czecho-
“The lack of land frontiers has encouraged us to take to which such information may hawf: flgly o hereas we
. the risk of dispensing with land forces. Wind, weather slovakia had no navy, it will be egp amow;zr has always
. and seamanship have more than once delivered us from have the finest navy in the'world. ea: pAir sower may
. paying the penalty. The elements have fought for us, been the deciding factor in the pag e e for o
" ' butin two great crises of our history the elements alone prove to be the deciding factor in t he e o ond the
might have been insufficient without the assistance of a {army we only need one to police the urpose’
Drake and a Nelson. army,that we have is adequate for the ptaiIr)l o first-rate
‘So we muddle on, confidently relying upon an unfail- ‘No nation can be expected to mf?mt-rate army. So
ing measure of good luck and an inexhaustible supply of navy and air force, together with a firs
naval genius, and while the wh

: . -eturns.
ole world is preparing doubts are set at rest and sleep retu
. for war, the emotions of the House of Commons can

‘But all these arguments are false. Sea ;(J)ilv:lel;v ;sr, i(tf
only be roused to fever heat by a Milk Bill. course, vital to an island state, and in a w
‘The mind of the country s X

d. But there have been
cems resolutely opposed to
.. facing the facts of the situat

importance cannot be exaggerate
on. A series of diplomatic

: lon
Continental wars in which 1t played no Ir):;t:- <I)rf1 E}rlx;lan(gl
disasters has shaken only temporarily the imperturba- struggle against Napoleon the sea sugre: bZt e years
 bility of the British people. Each time that thejr slumbers was established at Trafalgar in 1005,

. have been disturbed by a painful jolt, those who are divide Trafalgar from Waterloo.‘ Chatfield, speaking
set in authority over them have fel it their duty to lull ‘Admiral of the Fleet, qud . the Munich
them to sleep again as quickly as possible. recently in the House of Lprds in Sup}zatement hat the

‘If there had been a whisper that all was not well with Agreement, laid emphasis on thle i e erhich would

- the Navy, they would have woken up with a start and Navy’s powers were limited to b o§ ear;

.- would have stayed awake. Doubts about the Air Force only prove effective over a period of years.
- have threatened to produce insomnia and have left be-

‘ » to play so large a part
"The word * defence hasec?srrzlledanger lest we think of

When war breaks out,
and victory will never
The Navy can

..hind them most uncomfortable dreams.

But nobody
bothers about the Army sa

s responsible
at we may all

< in our vocabulary that ther

| war in terms of defence (?nly.

ey S oot e what matters most 1s to win it —

R o some ~Lome through defensive measures.
‘Now and then some restless spirit may be disturbed
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" save us from defeat, but the Navy alone cannot secure

victory.

“The Air Force is a new form of
mobile and effective artillery ever invented. But
~artillery can only destroy: it cannot take possession.

Artillery can flatten the fortifications, but until the garri-
son is driven out or has surrendered, the stronghold,
though in ruins, remains unconquered. After the
artillery has knocked down, the infantry has to walk in.

‘In only one way could action by the air force prove
decisive. Such suffering might be inflicted upon the

“civilian population that they would compel the Govern-
ment to capitulate.

“Those who think this likely,
cowardice of civilians and the weakness of Ministers,
Personally I do not believe in it. I believe, on the con-
trary, that if on the first night of war, as many fear,
thousands of civilians were massacred by air attack, the
reaction of our people would be a grim determination
never to make peace with such an enemy save upon our

own terms. The rush would be, not to the country, but
to the recruiting offices.

‘Grateful as the Government
" witness such a display of patriotism, their gratitude
might be followed by embarrassment if they had no
equipment with which to provide the recruits, nor
- sufficient non-commissioned officers to train them.

. ‘Should such an eventuality arise, to what extent would
< the Government be justified in putting

forward the plea
that they could not have expected it?

.. ‘In the first place, it should be plain that if Great
. Britain is forced to enter into a war upon which the

go

base their faith upon the

would naturally be to

artillery, the most .

[
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| . oqe .On
existence of the Empire and the future of civilizati

must depend, she will not be able to preserve the principle :\
of limited liability. o .. we cannot have

‘ le of Europe is in arms, ) ve '
h 1¥Vf;fn t}(;fxt‘}«llh(())f England walking the stret}:lts 1nin}z)1$r;

y ht : %‘hc majority will demand to ﬁght,-t e Ln tority
Cl?t be elled to. But we cannot bu'lld s ‘1p1 ;
i bfl COTgld them all to sea nor suﬂi(:lf_:nt alllrpt ?}1;1:
©set h . on wings. It will be only as soldiers tha ‘Ce};
et and it will be as soldiers that their servi
can serve

' ’ ded.
WI‘H be mOStt)euI‘ngI;ﬂ(})’nniﬁe other side qf the Chan;lel(;

I't maynation of 80 millions, there will belone 0134it

ag'al'mt af hting for the same cause as ourse ves.ce x
mllllOPS b]]g that we shall send them no assmtand,two
(t:l(l)zf 3:?5h:11 limit that assistance to an air force an
di“/gi:: St?hing is certain. If there is a European war we

vast conscript
We do not need a
shall need an army.

, 1 isti 1 measure

i r
of military training and by preparing the necessary

ioment we could make certain of being able to put
equip

t ten or twelve
rmy of at leas
i 1d a respectable a o,
ilr}t(') 't(})lr?sﬁviithin aI:nonth or two of the ouﬁbx;e;l}l; of war.

1\‘”x'ilt present, even the very small armZOtr da venr . re-
miserably below establis}l}xmer}ti.s :; dreb the unflagging

i cris
iting, .stimulated by the ’ rdlv mada

ng)l;;?%’f the Secretary of State for War, h?)i?sato-gay re
an impression on the shortige.E'rTanl;;rI;ur?o e er
1 1 i the ’ .

sufficient to garrison tf « adequat
:’,Irlnergencies such as Palestine, and to provid q
training at home.
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' THE SECOND WORLD WAR become united in the near future. The only question'st

. . : about by force ”
‘Nor is there any reason to suppose that the recent now is whether the union is brought y ‘

‘improvement in recruiting, which has been largely due
to lowering the standard of fitness, will be continued.

“This situation would be serious even if there were
no possibility of a major war. It is not being rectified,

" because it cannot be so long as the voluntary principle
is retained. The fact should be faced that no prepara-
tions are being made in peace time to produce the kind
of army that we should need in war.

‘Readers of history in the future will rub their eyes
with astonishment when they learn that at the end of the
fateful year 1938, the small British army was 23,000
short of its exiguous establishment and that at the same
time there were nearly 2,000,000 unemployed in the
land. And nothing was done about it.’

It was about this time that T met again Count Coude
hove-Kalergi whom I had seen only once previously,
some fifteen years before. I had known then that he
was working on plans for the federation of European
nations which was known as the Pan Europa movement,
and that he had gained the support of no less a person
than Aristide Briand who was then at the height of his
power. I had vaguely classed this movement i my mind
with the various other idealistic and impractical schemes
for ensuring international peace, all of which seemed
to be now consigned to limbo as a result of the advent
and the repeated successes of power politics. Almost
my first words, therefore, at our second meeting were

+ Yo suggest that I supposed he retained little hope now
= of carrying out his scheme for a united Europe. ‘On
. the contrary’, he replied quietly,

- Iever so certain as it is to-day.
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‘Pan Europa was
Europe will certainly

it comes about
1 of Germany or whether 1t co !
Ender thfnf:cr)lrtlt:r)ldogood will under the morallleadershig
Og Pjalrglrfl:;nd and France. All the smaller natlonshwouto .
prefergthe latter solution, wh.ich wou(;d allo“}; Jt ersnince _
retain their freedom and u(lldclzlpl))etn ‘f}r:;ﬁer ]
1 have begun to do ‘
Ml::lni?crha’n::}c}e}}:av: the p%)wer or the will to prote;:)t thzﬁ
:gd therefore they are inclined to mal.<e .the bef;tea;rg
that they can with Germany before 1t 1s too e
? }rlnuch impressed by the views that he ezicplr)e thé
b ms rasp of the European 51tuat1oInharél ! Cye e
zacticalgcharacter of his program'rnc.h ‘S‘ecl; ceny
Ir)ad his latest book, and I made 1t the su _}]1 of my
w(':cckly article on December 2oth under the
¢ latry’.
T‘hCC)ani;vnIdt())ozcl)ksy it is said that everybody sfijﬁldbxg)za;i
them But):zverybody is very busy and most olon ;
that éontain an important message are very 1 .ron |
?In the modern world, which some peop ((ai ;?Vascigtsy
ts an s
i divided between Communis
t)lilalreev‘;rt: ?xf/o books which wo.ul.d appear to have had
an outstanding effect upon opinion. tnow how many
“Yet it would be interesting to nod how ey
Communists have read Das quzt;él a; 1 how mary
National Socialists have read Memn Lamp
COYSCLI;;:h statistics are unfortunately ulil;bézilr;a::)fl;(;rtl)ltx;
iti who has made a conscie
:;’::32? b?)st}??}fcse works, I venture to t?eh.eve tl;a.tdarélsxg
those who are ready to die for the principles la1 |
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An them the percentage of those who have actually read

- settled for many centuries in Bo
. in the Austro-Hungarian diplo
- met and married a Japanese lad

~ tion of modern problems not onl

. Mang, introduced Socialis
. thousand years ago with s
* Chinese have never tried
- suggest to us that in matte

* them is very small.

‘Now a book has appeared of first-rate Importance
which delivers its whole message in under two hundred
well printed pages. The message is one which the world
is longing for, because it contains the logical foundations
of that faith in which most men instinctively, if sub-
consciously believe, and which emphatically condemns
the errors of Communism and of Fascism.

“The book is called The Totalitarian State Against Man,
and the author is Count Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi.

‘Never before, so far as T am aware, have the Far
East and Central Europe combined to produce a
remarkable man. Count Coudenhove-Kalergi’s father
was descended from an ancient family of Flemish origin,

hemia and was serving
matic service when he
y.

bring to the contempla-
y the bitter experience of
war Europe but also the vast
that are stored in the treasure

‘The Count is thus enabled to

one who grew up in post-
accumulations of learning
houses of the Fast.

‘He is able to remind us that a Chinese idealist, Wang

m into China more than two
uch disastrous results that the
1t again. And he is able to

1s of cleanliness and politencss
Europe has still somethin

g to learn from Japan.
“The main thesis of this short book may be summed up
in a few words. The St

1 _ ate was made by man as an
Instrument for his own protection and development,

Fip

‘ Without the advantages that the State.provide
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5;-,_-”;1.;51‘91@
s man'st
cannot hope to reach his full stature. The object and *

- purpose of the State is the production of the highest type

Of‘ilf'laiilis‘c/:i(il%ilt}ine has led man to mistake what is really .

1 en
a means to a certain end for the end itself. As so oft

. - work
| in the past, man has come to worship his own handiwork,
' bl

as designed to be a

o make 2 miStﬁr Otl}llte Oét:;?a;swsomet.h?ng holy ar}lld ’
isg‘;:l?i;;futloa:zl to I;acriﬁce himself and his fellows at the
alt‘ar of thi}i nec‘ii)::gzlc?tt :Jyr;dcr-rate the importance of the

e a‘uthorinsists upon the limits of that importance.
Sta’te’ but eh erfect State that we should aim .but. at
ot L X pan being and because the Tot.ahtanar}
e e surz?nd confines the growth 'and liberty of
}Sltlar;ca rfrli;:;rilggs’ it is the enemy of the highest hopes o
civilization. d with commendable

¢ bly few words, an .
claiilzyretr}r:: ;klilthgr distinguishes bet\;fli(ie;l d;fll;(::;:'nt types
of tota’litarian S;ates.lavr\llgseziﬁozlessst war,g out of which

“The origin of evi

/ ; d the-
o . Communism produce
. sprang Communism, and

. table
: till the most detes
: nment, which 1s s - of
?yrov'le:]yG?)‘t{egll It was the not unjusnfﬁf’ 1:Cisfear
an ' d the reaction of Iascism.
. at produce . ]
Communism th }11) ¢ two movements freedom perished
‘In the clash of thes

i m was
Nor was it by chance or oversight that freedo

- destroyed.

‘As ever. it was the blindness and folly of man that

. iolence of
were the cause of his own misfortunes. In the v

oo i his
class warfare, the Communist did not care if he lost -
3 . [y
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- angrt&l1 soP}ong as he destroyed his nej
and d (;Or ascist parted regretfully w
for a somewhat d
to‘retam his belongings. oubiiul e
LibThose who f:ramed the French
o fl{itt})férflquagty and Fraternity
'y and equality are, o ir
of ‘}Xgr(r)lla‘ln}ity,uincompatible \;/itxlg
1sh all distinctions and gj
iﬁ:;z wgl%ei); m a few weeks if{1 me%1
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\nturies that Bolshevism was destroyed by force$
‘hen it was about to justify its existence. It mustj:
for owed to perish of its congenital diseases.

jusre Count believes that “as the birth of Fascism#

be sed the birth of Bolshevism, so the end of Fascism
“bllow the end of Bolshevism. It will have fulfilled *
follnission. The twilight of the totalitarian State has

willx”.
it=But we must see to it that we profit by experience |
from the lesson so painfully learnt. .

;nd gain something
The class warfare was born in poverty and slavery, and

until we get rid of these the class warfare will be always

with us. .
‘It is possible to abolish poverty and slavery in the

modern world not by old-fashioned theories of Socialism
but by modern methods of production. Technical

knowledge provides the key to improved conditions.

Owing to the inventions of science, man can now produce
without working for

all that he needs in abundance,

hours and in conditions which render life intolerable.
‘Aristotle wrote that slavery must continue unless ;

machinery could do the work of the slaves. That ;.

machinery has been invented, and its invention sho_uld
rove the true charter of liberty. o
“Technical knowledge, however, must be accompanied :
by a spiritual awakening which will enable men to-
employ it to its greatest value. That greatest value. is 4
not the making of money but the improvement of life. ’
A mnew fraternal revolution ;s demanded which will .
animate the minds of men with good will towards their

fellows. ) o
“The conclusion at which this author of Flemist %
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aris the previous week it seemed that I wasy
the person indicated, although I had been most carefu
not to say one word derogatory of Mr. Chamberlain. %

The remainder of Lord Maugham’s speech was

entail and to justifying the policy of Munich on the
ground that we could not have faced such losses. He’fgi
said that we ought to consider those possible losses |
before supporting a policy that might lead to war'}
and that the men who did not, ought to be either}
shot or hanged. No sane man, of course, will evef‘f}
support any policy without considering whither it willi
lead and what the result may be. It was plain that!
Lord Maugham was thinking of certain people who, he;
suggested, did not count the cost and that the people®
aimed at were Mr. Churchill and myself. This I
resented, and I also deplored the suggestion which had*
never before been made by any other member of the'
Cabinet, that the Munich policy had been dictated by
fear of war and by lack of adequate preparations to
meet it. I had thought that I was only doing justice to’
my former colleagues when, as has already been seen,
I denounced this theory in the House of Commons
and 1 therefore regretted that one of themselves should
have revived it. 2
My last article of the year, entitled ‘The New Impeach?
ment’, dealt with these two incidents: A
‘Here is the season of peace on carth and goodwill
towards men, but ncither peace nor goodwill seem to be

flourishing in Government circles. W
‘First we have the Lord Chancellor, the oldest membéj
of the Cabinet and the most exalted, advocating the
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fliction of the extreme penal. of the law on all those
ho disagree with views that he expresses with a
olence rarely equalled by holders of his august office,
en we have the unprecedented spectacle of junior
linisters demanding the heads of their seniors as a
ondition of their continued adherence.

‘These are strange portents and although they may
e soon forgotten, so rapidly do events of importance
ow succeed one another, it may nevertheless be well
» pause and consider what are the causes that produce
ich remarkable effects.

‘In the first place it must be admitted that political
:eling is running high and that it is not running in
ormal party channels. A Lord Chancellor — even one
ompletely lacking in political experience — does not
ightly declare that people should be shot or hanged for
ffences which have never figured in the criminal code
f any civilized country. Nor do young Ministers take
heir political lives in their hands and risk the lasting
wostility of some of their senior colleagues unless they are
:onvinced that there is something at stake of far greater
mportance than political promotion.

‘If the Lord Chancellor’s speech is to be taken
seriously it must be interpreted as expressing the view
that so dangerous are the times in which we are living
that they would justify the revival of a practice by which
statesmen who were adjudged guilty of misconducting
the affairs of the State expiated that crime upon the
scaffold.

. ‘The constitutional method of procedure was impcach-
ment the more arbitrary, although also constitutional,
was by bill of attainder.

iy 2
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‘In cases of impeachment the House of Commons"

were the accusers and the House of Lords were the
Judges. But events of the last weeks seem to suggest
that a new form of impeachment is developing in which
the accusers are the Junior Ministers and the judge is
the Head of the Government.
+ ‘It is odd that so soon after the Lord Chancellor’s
appeal to violence should have come this onslaught upon
some of his most important colleagues — an onslaught
which may, if rumour proves correct — bring about
ultimately his own removal from the Woolsack.

‘Criticism of senior officers by junior officers is a
serious matter and it is generally to be discouraged and
deplored. It can be justified only by exceptional cir-
cumstances and by deep conviction.

‘The position of a Junior Minister in our Parliamentary
system 1s a difficult one. Except in very rare cases he is
not consulted at all about the direction of policy, for
which he bears some share of responsibility. He cannot
speak in the House of Commons except on the affairs of
his own department.

‘If he has doubts or seeks information, he cannot,
like a private member, put down a question, and yet
when he speaks to his constituents he has to watch his
remarks as carefully as a Cabinet Minister for fear of a
question from the Opposition as to whether what he has
said represents accurately the policy of His Majesty’s
Government.

‘It is therefore not surprising that Junior Ministers
should occasionally grow impatient, especially when
they have been exercising thelr subordmate functions
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entertain sincere doubts which they find are shared
by many of their fellow members as to the infallible
wisdom and super-efficiency of their leaders.

‘What has driven these Ministers to the extreme step
they are reported to have taken — namely, to repre-
senting their grievances to the Prime Minister and to
demanding a rcconstruction of the administration?

‘It was not, we are assured, the Munich agreement,
That they swallowed — with how many wry faces, with
what coughs and chokings, we cannot tell. But swallowed
it was, and we can therefore rest assured that the source

of their discontent is what has happened since. And
what is that?

‘First, the policy of appeasement has so far failed,

This does not mean that it is nccessarily doomed to
ultimate failure, but merely that it has not yet been
favoured by any signs of success. And nothing could
prove more fatal to its hopes of final success than refusal
to face this fact which is staring the world in the face.
‘Whether it be possible to appease dictators remains an
open question, but that they have not been appcased
up to date is a matter of fact. From Hitler’s very first
speech after Munich, in which he declared, within ten
days of his meeting with Mr. Chamberlain, that Signor
Mussolini was his only real friend, down to the most
. recent demands of Italy for the cession of Tunis, Corsica
- and Nice, there has not appeared a single solitary sign
" In either country of a more reasonable, con
+ pacific outlook upon forcign affairs.
" ‘Those who had hoped for better things
i disappointed, but those who approved of
§ agreement cannot blame the Governme
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" things have not eventuated, for those who approved.

. r

of it shared the responsibility as they shared the hxgh
d the loud cheers. . o
ho‘pl;itatr}llere were many who, while hoping anc} cheerlpg,y
felt convinced that no time should be lost in making’
certain preparations in case their hopes should prove:
d their cheers premature. _ ;
fa]‘s’%}?;ly realized that at Munich the democracies had»
lost one of the best equipped armies and one of the
strongest lines of defence in Europe, and they thought
that some steps should be taken to make good so serious
: 1‘?;;.6}’ were encouraged when the Chancellor of the
Exchequer demanded a “‘vigorous, .completc, remorse~
less, urgent survey of the whole position”, and.they we;‘c
delighted when the First Lord of the Admiralty told
the House of Lords that while there had been delay in
the past due to control of finance, “that was all being
dealt with differently now and there is no delay from‘
that quarter”’. o

‘T}(lley welcomed the appointment of the Lord Pr1.vy‘
Seal to deal with Air Raid Precautions and to organize
the man power of the nation.

?But w}l:l)at has happened? There has been no surve);
such as Sir John Simon demanded. .Treasury contro
over all expenditure by the Service departments
continues to be exercised in exactly the same manner as

f old in spite of Lord Stanhope’s assurances. ‘
° “The dcr}tr)land for a Ministry of Supply has been rt.:ﬁ.xsed
and Sir John Anderson, in spite of the expressed opinions
of 56 Conservative members of Parliament, and in spl}:t,e:
of his own conviction that a compulsory register would e
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necessary in war, is solemnly engaged upon compiling

a register on a voluntary basis. Nor is there any indica-

tion whatever that the sea or land forces of the Crown

are to be increased beyond what was considered the

- irreducible minimum in 1935 when the last inquiry
was held.

‘Since then the international situation has deteriorated
enormously to the disadvantage of Great Britain. Senior
Ministers do not seem to realize the fearful implication
of these undeniable facts. Junior Ministers who fought
in the last war and who are more closely in touch with
the lives and opinions of the people cannot remain
blind to truths which are writ so large all over the face
of the earth. They have made their protest. Whatever
their contemporaries may think to-day, posterity will
honour them for having done so.

‘They have understood — what the country 1s begin-
ning to understand — that we are living in the shadow of

a terrible menace. We must prepare to meet it.
~ ‘If the policy of appeasement proves successful — and
we must all hope and pray that it will — nobody will
grudge the money that will have been spent upon
preparation for the awful alternative.

‘But if that policy fails and those preparations have
not been made, then there may be many who will
demand that the men who have been guilty of neglect

shall pay even those penalties which the present Lord
Chancellor has suggested.’
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CHAPTER V
THE NEW YEAR

beginning of the New Year I endeavoured to
ﬁijtE; thg rccor% of 1938. I did my b.es.t to ma}ce this
summing up impartial and re-reading it in the light of
subsequent cvents, I can find nothing to add.upon the
credit side. The Anglo-Italian Agreement which I t'he.n
included in that column has provcc'i worthless, anfl it is
doubtful whether the Prime Minister’s popularity in
Germany has survived the torrent of Nazi propaganda
to which it has been subjected.

‘At the beginning of this vear 1939, the whgle world is
Jonging for peace, but because of the. ambitions of two
men the whole world is apprchensive of war. kal‘ls
astonishing fact is a remarkab}e commentary on — s it
is not a complete condemnation of — our mvﬂ:;mtlon. '
Let us realize the truth of it now at the turn of wche year
and let us add up our accounts in order to eslt:.hmate our

r the future. . .
hocr’}?}slcfodebit column shall come first, andf must contan}
a dismal list of the successes won in 1938 b); the po:ye;s Zf
aggression. Early in the year came the (resigna [ljonfor-
Mr. tden from the 1 Taltlor-xal Govcrr}-lmfnt. nfor-
tunately, it coincilded with a violent perso! nal attack up

i Herr Hitler. e |
hlr‘rj\lbglough we in this country are- awz}re t’htat Sthiti
connection of the two events was pidrely fortuitous, 1t
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enabled the German press to announce that “the
Fiihrer speaks and Eden goes”, and there were public
rejoicings throughout Italy. .
‘It was felt in Europe that the Dictators had scored
a point, and while it would be falsc to suggest that thcy
had directly brought about Mr. Eden’s retrement, 1t
is true to say that the forcign policy of Great Britain
was henceforward to be less resolutely opposed to their
demands. .
“The following month saw the destruction of Austrian
independence and the transference of a popu.lau‘on of
nearly seven millions to the Nazi Reich. This violent
act was completed during a weck-end without any
previous consultation with, or subsequent explanation to
the Powers of Europe. The increase that it gave to the
power and prestige of Germany was enormous.
‘Two months later it appeared that a similar blow
was meditated against Czechoslovakia. For reasons
,Aﬁhich history will reveal, that blow, if then intended,
«T1;¢ not then struck. _ . -
-mhusﬂﬂe, French anq British l?x‘css, with perhaps excessive
How far asm, acclaxmf:d a victory ‘for the democracices.
but the faL._such a glalm was justified may be doubFful,
upon 2 polict that it was made, determined Herr Hitler
imaginarys .y of revenge for a reverse, whcthc_r rcal or
¢As for whe ad sealed the fate of Czechorlovakia, .
may perhaps LY happened at.thc end of September, it
by the Berh’n Cf,}e best summarized by. a recent statement
“Herr Hitler' sVl rrespondent of The 'szes:“‘lt 1s of course
rearmament @ w thatno amount of American and British
Reich obtained toffset the strategical advantage which the
1rough the Czechoslovak settlement.”
106
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“The events of the last three months have not justified §
the hopes of those who anticipated a slackening of*
tension, a calming of tempers and the cessation of*
international surprises and territorial demands. The
language of German spokesmen has grown more -
intemperate and the violence and brutality of their -
internal regime have increased. :

‘Some of the worst features of it are now being imitate
by Italy, who has brought down the curtain on a tragic
year by making demands for the cession of territory which
she knows cannot be met and which have reccived the
support and approval of Germany.

‘Mcanwhile the wars in Spain and the Far East
continue. Foreign intervention in the former, one of the
principal causes of international anxiety, has not ccased,
and the Forcign Secrctary has stated that —so far as
Italy is concerned — it is not likely to ccase until it has
proved successful. :

‘Both wars are being conducted with a ferocity rarely

\r "surpassed in any previous period of history, and the

bombing of civilian populations from the air has been so ¢
frequent that it must now be regarded as a normal
practice in modern warfare,

“The credit column opens with the Anglo-Italian
Agrcement and closes with the Anglo-American com-
mercial treaty. Unfortunately, the hopes of permanent
improvement in our relations with Italy to which the
former gave risc have been damped, if not destroyed,
by the Italian demands on France referred to above. - °
There can be no friendship with Italy at the expense of i
France. i

“The treaty with the United States, however, is an -
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‘achievement of lasting value, and to it must be added
the continually increasing interest with which the people
of the United States are contemplating the plight of the
European democracies.

‘So far as the German menace is concerned, it should
be remembered that increase of territory and of man-
power does not necessarily mean a pro tanto increase of
strength.

‘The easy-going and pleasure-loving Austrian  is
already learning to loathe the stern and gloomy tyranny
of the Nazis, and the large Czech population that has
been forced to accept the hated domination of Germany
will prove a lability to their rulers in the future as
they have always proved in the past.

‘It may also be permitted to one who has been an
outspoken critic of the Munich agreement from the first
to draw attention to one aspect of it which has alrcady
produced satisfactory results and may continue to do sq,

‘The people of Germany had been deluded into the
belief that England and France were seeking to encircle
and eventually destroy them. That was made the excuse
for the sacrifices demanded of them such as the substitu-
tion of guns for butter as an article of djet.

‘The myth was exploded at Munich. The most gullible
of people could no longer be persuaded  that Mr,
Chamberlain and M. Daladier were out for their blood.
- Hitler was not slow to realize the ground he

and 1t is significant that in the first speech that
after Munich he tried to recover it by explaining to his
audience that Mr. Chamberlain’s tenure of po\\vcr was
~ precarious and that at any moment he might be

; succeeded by a more bellicose administration, the fear
e & -~

had lost,
he made

THE NEW YEAR v
of which must justify the continuance and increase o\&_
German rearmament. .

“This ingenious attempt to recreate the false beliefs
so industriously spread can hardly have proyed convin-
cing and the growth of internal discontent in Germany
may be a proof of its failure. .

‘Herr Hitler's reluctance to make any friendly or
flattering reference to the Prime Minister since their last
meeting may be further explained on personal grounds.
Inordinately vain, he found himself for th.e first time
no longer in the centre of the stage, because 1n Germal}y
no less than in France and England Mr. Chamberlain
was the hero of the peace.

‘Robbed of his beloved limelight, the Fihrer has had
resort to ill-conditioned gibes at the “umbrella” type of
politician, although it is difficult to L.mderstz-ind why
one who in four and a half years of active service never
rosc above the rank of lance-corporal should sneer at
civilians or be particularly proud to strut about in a

quasi-military uniform of his own creation.

‘Increased violence of language from pre.ss.and plat-
form, increased disregard for moderate opinion and a
noticeable increase in the tempo of events are all
symptoms of a growing uncasiness.
y‘f’?part fromgthc digscontcnt that is due to harsher
conditions of life and higher taxation, th.ere is reported
to be growing among the thinking population of Germany
grave disquiet at the methods that are being pursued
and their effect upon the mind of foreign nations.

‘The robbery of the Jews, rendex:ed necessary by th’e
state of the country’s finances, the failure of Dr. Schacht’s
attempt to induce Great Britain to grant Germany a
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pecuniary reward for having inflicted upon the world
the fearful problem of finding homes and sustenance for
thousands of starving refugecs, the horror expressed
throughout the United States at deeds so incompa{ilble
with any principles of civilized humanity — all these
things which are beginning to get known in spite of a
ml‘lzzlffd press are shaking the foundations of Nazidom‘
. While such developments give ground for hope 111'1£
internal conditions may produce a more rcasonwb‘lc
out}ook, that ground is not sufficiently solid .fm' ('mv
policy to be based on it. The result may be the op )()‘%it-
to what is desired. Too often in history have Dil(‘}t'u.or(;
:(i)urgh:i t;)\ 1cure .disc.ontcnt at home by udv(nlurc%
Onet.)a . €an tiger is more likely to spring than a fat

p .

. Upon one event in the year 1938 we can look back
with sentiments of unmixed satisfaction. Ti i
the King and Queen to Paris w ‘
more than a state function.

- Owing mainly to the personalitics of their M
1t produced an effect upon the pcople not onl\" of Parj

but of the whole of France, which it would be gliﬂicu‘l‘tns’
describe. It cemented an international friendship . U;
set a personal seal to the bond which holds tor;<~tl§ - 'dF(
good or ill the two champions of liberty 'mdhs—t' (xi' ol
bearers of civilization in Europe.’ ‘ wndard

As stated in a previous chapter
had made me doubtful as to whct};c
methods of the cighteenth century w
for dealing with the problems of the
constructive effort was being made
:tstltutxon and bring it up to date, it

-~ The visit of
as something very much

ajesties,

the events of 1938
r the constitutiona}
ere entirely suitable
twentieth, While no
to reform our con-
scemed to me that
X, 110
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there was a growing danger of the party system breaking?
down, and of the collapse of parliamentary institutions. 3
To meet this menace I thought that one or two methods *
might be adopted, either an effort might be made to-
revive the party system and make of it a reality rather
than a sham, or clse there might be formed in order to
deal with the immediate situation, a true coalition of all
partics.

I therefore wrote two articles on this subject:

‘It now scems certain that unless some major
catastrophe takes place in the interval, there will be a
General Election in the spring or the autumn. Before
that clection takes place the Prime Minister must decide
upon what platform he will go to the country.

‘It will then be eight years since the National Govern-
ment was formed in order to meet an cmergency. It
was, when formed, a genuine coalition. A Government
that included Lord Hailsham, Lord Samuel and Lord
Snowden was a Government of men sincerely holding
profoundly different political views, who were willing
to co-operate temporarily in order to surmount a crisis.

‘One of two things must ultimately happen to such a
Coalition. It must cither break up or settle down. The
differences of opinion that divide its members must either
render prolonged co-operation impossible or they must
disappear. They have done the latter. The three
statesmen referred to above —a true Tory, a true
Liberal and a true Socialist — have all left. What remains
is, no doubt, an excellent Government and all the better
for the fact that it is of one mind. Nobody really believes
that Sir John Simon is more of a Liberal than Sir
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PSamuel Hoare, and it is betraying no secrets to state that
the harmony of the Cabinet has never been disturbed
by the socialistic opinions of Mr. Malcolm MacDonald
- or Earl De La Warr.

“The Conservative Party has a wonderful digestion.
This is not the first time that it has swallowed 1ts
. opponents and assimilated them. In the eighties of the
last century, the Liberal Unionists proved quite a
mouthful. Yet down they all went and none of them
came up again. A similar fate has befallen the National
Liberal and the National Labour Partics.

‘Nobody can claim to-day that it is possible to detect
the slightest difference of views in the election addresses
-of candidates belonging to these three branches of the
National Government, and the only difference in the
letters of cncouragement that they receive from their
respective leaders is the signature at the end. The
National Labour Party, which was once a genuine home
for those who had lost their causes, has now become a
lodging house for the unemployed, of whom it can at
least be said that they are genuinely secking jobs.

‘But is there any harm, it may be asked, in retaining
labels even if they have lost their meaning? There is,
In these days, when parliamentary institutions are
discredited in the greater part of the world, it is of the
first importance that where they are retained they
should be entitled to and should receive respect, To
perpetuate a sham is to risk the forfeiture of respect.
National Liberalism and National Labour which were
- perfectly genuine in their origin, have now become
unrealities.

‘In every great party there must be different shades of

12
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opinion, and such difference of shades exists to-day-
among the Government’s supporters, but it is not:
reflected in the party labels. The so-called Liberal and
.Labour members of the coalition do not even represent
the left wing of the Conservative Party. They include
many admirable Members of Parliament, but they

. represent nothing and the sooner that plain fact is faced

the better. -

‘If objection be taken by some of the Government’s
supporters to the name of “Conservative” which has
never been an altogether fortunate one, they can adopt
that of “National” — a broad blanket which will cover
:veryone.

‘It may be said that no party has the right to assume
an adjective which should apply to all, but we have had
the example set us by the Socialists who have usurped
the proud name of Labour, to which they have no better

aim than their political opponents.

‘In addition to the advantage that must naturally
:ccrue from getting rid of an unreality, one important
zain that would arise from the sinking of these purely
imaginary differences would be the freeing of the Prime
Minister’s hands in the sclection of his colleagues. At
present he cannot appoint ar U'nder Secretary without
going into an abstruse mathematical calculation in
order to be sure that the National Liberals and the
National Labourites arc maintaining their correct per-
centage of representation. Many appointments have
been due to the necessity of meeting these claims. And
they have not been the best appointments.

‘Before, however, the Prime Minister decides to go to
the country at ihe head of a homogeneous body of
H 113 :



o RS £ Bs ot toee
B : ‘ :
DFRRIN

THE SECOND WORLD WAR

P D oe

us § . . . . . .
supporters, holding one faith, maintaining one cause

and called by one name, he has an alternative course of
conduct which he should seriously consider.

“The coalition of 1931 was formed in order to face a
serious financial situation. The opinion may well be
held that the situation in which the country finds itsclf
to-day is far more serious than that of 1931. The danger
then was bankruptcy, to-day it is destruction. It n‘my
well therefore be asked whether this is the time to ficht
a General Election upon party lines; whether this is the
time to divide rather than to unite the nation.

‘When the Prime Minister returned from Munich
th?re were some who hoped that he might consider it a
suitable opportunity to make an appeal for national
unity and to invite the lcaders of other partics to join
with him in a reconstructed and truly national Govern-
ment. He refrained from doing so and he was doubt-
less right. The difficulties at that time would have been
very great and failure then would have rendered success
later more doubtful. Those who were bitterly criticizing
:che 'Munich Agreement could hardly, on the day after
1ts signature, come into coalition with the man who had
signed it.

‘But months have passed and it is now admitted even
by members of the Government that the events that have
followed upon Munich have proved profoundly  dis-
?.ppqinting. The time for recriminations has pussc‘d and
1t might now be possible to find a basis of agreement
between partics. No difference of opinion cau‘l exIst
to the gravity of the situation. No difference of ()pi

. shm.xld exist as to the steps that must be taken to mee
,._Wthh step to take first and the length of the stride
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of course matters for discussion, but not it might be
thought, matters that should be debated at the hustings;é

‘Genuine differences of political thought certainly do ;
divide the three partics now represented in the House of -
Commons. But such differences are neither more
genuine nor more profound than those which eight years °
ago divided Lord Hailsham, Lord Samuel and Lord
Snowden. If war broke out to-morrow all difference.
would disappear by midday. Must we await the
catastrophe in order to apply the cure? Nor is anything
more likely to avert that catastrophe than the spectacle
of Great Britain’s united determination to resist it.

‘If Mr. Chamberlain decides to ask for the support
of those only who can give unqualified approval of his
every action and unlimited confidence in his unfailing
wisdom, he will probably obtain a working majority,
but it will be smaller than that enjoyed by either of his
two predecessors and at a time when the need for
national unity is greater. If, on the other hand, he
appcals to his opponents to share with him the ever
growing burden of responsibility, to forget the past in the
dirc nced of the present and in firm defiance of
the future, then there awaits him such a part to play in
English history as has been given to few.

‘He already enjoys a larger following in the country
and a stronger position in the House of Commons than
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald had in 1951 or than Mr.
Asquith had in 1915. His opportunity also is greater
bean theirs. Will he take 112
they XX ko ‘

‘R’here is no more remarkable phenomenon 1n post-
the - British politics than the failure cf the Labour Party.
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- Lo what causes must it be attributed? It is now fifteen
.years since the first Labour Government was formed,

~and it then seemed certain that Labour was destined to
inherit the position in the State hitherto occupied by the
Liberal Party. Since then it is hardly an exaggeration to
say that the Labour Party has made no progress what-
ever.

‘At repeated General Elections they have failed to
obtain an independent majority and at the by-clections
that have taken place during the last three and a half
years, whatever fatec has befallen the Government
candidate the Labour figures have remained obstinately
stationary.

‘Yet it was surcly to be expected that in a country
where all men and women have the vote and where the
great majority of voters are very poor, a party which is
largely composed of working men, which professes to
have the cause of the working man closest to its heart,
and which has never been shy of making attractive
promises, would rapidly acquire a following large
enough to give it at least a temporary victory over all
competitors.

‘Sound Parliamentary institutions demand a powerful
opposition and a posmblc alternative Government. For
this reason the incompetence of the Labour Party
in recent years has been a source of weakness to (m.n
Britain.

‘In moments when political p}nlmoph\ takes the place

. of party politics in our minds this is a fact which we are

all willing to admit, but as the date of the General
. Election draws near we cannot overcome the inclina-
. tion to rejoice at the misfortunes of our opponents or
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resist the temptation to do all in our power to increase
their embarrassment. :

‘We are like Eton boys who are prepared to agree in
theory that it would be a good thing if Harrow were
sometimes to prove victorious at cricket, but who, on
the morning of the match, devoutly hope that this year
Harrow will be soundly beaten.

“The first cause of Labour’s failure is the fact that the
party remains so firmly and faithfully wedded to Socialism.

‘When all the world was young — or, at least, when I
was — Socialism made an attractive bride. She was
young herself, she was very fashionable, she seemed
likely to inherit great possessions, and it was whispered
that she was rather wicked.

‘But now we have all known Socialism so long that
she has lost her glamour. She has no future, but an ugly
past. In Russia she has become criminal, in Germany
she has turned nationalist, and in England she has just
grown old and sour and dull.

‘An important rule in war is to avoid presenting your
enemy with a target — give him nothing to aim at.

‘In politics the Government is obliged to present a
serics of targets to the enemy. Every measure they bring
forward is something to aim at, and every world event
can be turned into a target at which the Opposition can
snipe from the trenches on the left of the Chair.

‘A wise Opposition confines itself to such activities
and produces neither a programme nor a political
theory, which can only give their opponents opportunity
for counter-attack.

‘Socialism has proved an invaluable asset to the critics |
of the Labour Party. How often has the weary orator. |
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towards the end of an electoral campaign, fallen back
- on a good rousing anti-Socialist speech.

‘Socialism provides the widest target in the world
and can be alleged to stand for almost anything from
Free Trade to frec love. Until Labour jettisons Socialism
as completely as the Liberals have jettisoned laisser-faire
they have little hope of capturing the clectorate.

‘Another cause of Labour’s failure is luck of leader-
ship and inferiority of personnel. We hiear it frequently
stated that all the clever young men at the universitics
are Socialists. But what happens to those clever voune
men when they go down? They never lind their \\‘a:'
into the House ‘of Commons. '

‘Labour supporters are fond of sneering at the lage
Mr. Ramsay MacDonald. They should refrain from
doing so until they have produced a single more dis-
tinguished political personality. His defection, together
with that of the late Lord Snowden and My, J 13
Thomas, was a loss to the Labour Front Bencl, that h :
never been made good.

“The opposition which faces Mr. Chamberlain to-d
in the House of Commons is less furmidable th
which faced Lord Baldwin ten vears ago.

‘Yet the Labour Party chooses such a moment under
the shadow of a General Election to expel not only from

_ their General Staff but even from their ranks the Most
* intelligent of their recruits and the one with the lars,r(-;[
. Socialist following in the country. And at the same t‘in;v
i~they rededicate themselves to all the outworn um{
i:unpopular shiboleths of Socialism.

¥ ‘Human folly could hardly go further. It is as tho
;&a man were so set upon self-destruction
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double-barrelled gun to the task and pressed botlt
triggers simultaneously. ;

‘Sir Stafford Cripps is accused by his critics not only
of refusing to obey orders blindly, but also of the graver
offence of not saying exactly the same thing to-day as he
used to say two or three years ago. But surely at a time
when the whole world is in a state of revolution, when
wars are being waged in two continents, when states
that have lasted for a thousand years disappear overnight,
surely at such a time a man may be permitted occasionally
to change his mind.

‘Front line fighters are faced by problems which
never disturb the tranquillity of G.H.Q. and which
often demand the sudden adoption of tactics which text-
books have failed to anticipate.

‘This brings us to the third main cause of the Labour
Party’s failure.

‘The party is not a self-governing body. Those
leaders who sit in the House of Commons direct neither
the policy of the party, nor that of the principal news-
paper which expounds it to the public.

‘Behind them all the time, controlling the finances
and pulling the strings, sits that formidable caucus, the
T.U.C. A Parliamentary party which must take orders
from a, non-Parliamentary body is fighting at an
immense disadvantage, like a man-of-war commanded
from the shore instead of from the bridge.

‘I remember pitying the position of Mr. Ramsay
MacDonald during the days of the General Strike,
when momentous decisions were being taken by the
T.U.C., of which be, ex-Prime Minister and Leader of
the Labour Party, was not even a member.
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Whatever critics may say of the House of Commons,

popular assembly in the true sense of
to say it keeps in touch with and reflects
people. The men
be the best Judges of
political times ang scasons and the importance of
political personalitjes.

‘To rob them of control is to condemn

the word, that is

them 1o
attle with ropes round

their necks, the other ends of which are held i, Transport

ouse.

‘Let the Labour Party abandon the stale dogmas of

Y Socialism, et them suppress the
Practice of heresy hunting, let them put the T.U.C. in
its place and they may yet come to perform satisfactorily
the responsible role of His Majesty’s Opposition.’

During these comparatively quijet weeks, there wag
time to think about internal affairs, to cal] attention (o
constitutiona developments ang to make suggestions
with regard to certain administrative reforms. In argicles
that I wrote during the ¢

insisted upon the necd
Suggested the need of some Improvement iy, the
tion of our diplomatic service, and
what appeared ap interesting alth

of increased Propaganda. [
organiza-
I drew attention 1o
ough it may prove
abinet System, namely

the replacement of the politician by the technician:

‘Propaganda’.

‘The most prominent Minjster n Gcrmany to-day is
> and it s estimageq by those
stion very carcfully that he
spending upon Propaganda
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" . .. . . of |
ye:ﬁiIn Great Britain there is no Minister nor Ministry

' that are being spent upon
'lzropi?‘g'?r?;fl 2_1_, zzlllncdntehgchgs;:lbrlr;s It is not intende‘d hextleh(tjg
1criticizc Germany for dc;\srgtmsthOi sla;lg; eziyp;x;g\olir; g Jer
urpose.
rlclvcﬁl;: ;(;);:sga?cg IIIl)C importapce of a new fo-rmt }?(f
Zcfivity that 1s playing an ever-increasing part in
ern world.
m?}(i:ivcrtisemcnt and propaganda forrrl; t}le bz::}l;gcr}(l)utrﬁc;
of strident noise and g'larmg colo?%'s c‘;)rrcr:ned o e
mclodrama of the twenticth century is }pa 0 m t};e here
is no cscape from the one or the ot mrn ety e
retired and rural retreat the traveller wi sm Chine thae
cover a notice board urging him to buy so nething that
he does not want. In the most murlnate ch o rons
between old friends a note is s.uddcx)] y s}:(rzu rc,sence e
let fall, which reveals to the tra.mffd carft olﬁical o ‘
carrier, or more often of a victim, of p
' ) . . . - ln
gd‘nIcflill friend were to tell you that in lus- O}zilmaf)x; l;:iiréz D
pills were so beneficial that they were ;;O\:erage e
box, or that he always drank a ccrt'am veu1d go pecause
he believed it to be good for him, you :xo ol notice that
he had unconsciously succumbed to
1scment. . ' b
ad“éci:rtlisl(zzlrly, when the ir.lternatxmilalv 51lt)uatlé);1p11§ V?hosi
discussed, as it so often is in tl}Cb:C C a.ys;tiznp Op '€ whose
enthusiasm is greater than their m'fm mSCd “’,hich roves
is frequently made or a view e.\prcbseen wiieh prove
that the £20,000,000 a year has not P
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Great are the powers of propaganda. To what extent
.. we are ourselves the victims of it we cannot tell. It is

L we have read an advertisement recommending it. Yet
¢’ nobody who is engaged in commerce will qu(?sti(;n the
va-lue of advertisement. This proves that we are buyin
things all the time, without knowing it, because we li' %
" seen them advertised. | o
‘Adve.rtising has become something between an art
- and a science. Every commercial firm sets aside anrm":ll /
- large sums for expenditure on advertisement. A spc‘ci'xyl
. staff 9f trained experts is employed for the purpoﬂc. Hi r‘l
. salaries are paid for such work and first class bi"l}ll' e
engaged in it. T
‘In democrat.ic countries the State usually lags behind
- private enterprise. It was private enterprise that created
our Emplre. The State rather reluctantly acccptczl Et
In this matter of propaganda private cnterprise ar'in;
ha‘s led the way and it is time that the State follox\'c%{
In the. sixteenth and seventeenth centuries Europe
was rent in two by differences of religion. A ;mw f'o'plL
was borp which at first seemed to sweep all before it 'Lll‘llt 1
OIQer faith, .accustomcd to unquestioned supi‘cchxi ~1L
»nelthgr equipped nor prepared to defend itself 'i‘lfc’ “‘dsv
dqctrmes spread with astonishing rapidity until th nLl\(}
fal‘th organized itself for defence and coumcr-attackC ’
g . Then there came the rise of the Jesuits and the
_Counter-Reformation. There was pitiless persecrn: )
 paunter-Ref _ 15 pitiless persecution,
b bitter hatre and bloody war until in the end both sides
. - learnt that _there was room for both Catholics and
E Prot.estan.ts in Europe, since when they have livczl ‘~1'1c11d
: by side with one another and except in rare instances 'b:ns
122
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remote countries their differences have never led to!
blows.

““Let my son read history”, wrote Napoleon in
captivity, “it is the only true philosophy.” The wars of .
religion should teach us many things. First and foremost,
that, if men had been as wise at the beginning of them as o
they were at the end, they need never have taken place. |
Secondly — and this also is an important lesson — that
no faith is so firmly established that it need not defend
itself. Thirdly, that in the struggle of ideas, as in the
struggle between armed forces, the soundest method of
defence is attack.

“We, who are now middle-aged, were brought up in a
world where belief in the desirability of freedom and ™
humanity and in the detestability of tyranny and torture
seemed as firmly established as the Catholic Church in
the Middle Ages.

“To our astonishment we have seen all the principles
in which we believed, first called in question and then
condemned. And now £20,000,000 a year is being spent .
by one country alone, and proportionally large sums by -
other countries, in order to cradicate from the minds of
the coming generation, the misbegotten beliefs of their -
fathers. _ :

“There arc two sides to this powerful weapon of -
propaganda — the positive and the negative.

“The positive consists in spreading one doctrine, the
negative consists in preventing the other doctrine from
being heard — and it is perhaps the ncgative which is
the more deadly of the two.

“To a generation that was brought up to believe that
‘the freedom of the Press was one of the most universally
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:ﬁ(;(‘)lggr}l:zeczv}(;gnthﬁ)gll{gigts of man it is a sad and solemn
g round Europe, to reflect that
such.freedom has to-day been completely abolished i
Rqssm, Germany — with all that Germany now inclu lm
—in Itgly, Poland, Spain, Turkey, Grecce, Hun 1(1(‘g
Rl‘xmama, Bulgaria, Portugal and Czcchoslo;'akia s
/ In these countries, the Governments themselves \ ‘ould
not suggest that freedom of the Press either C\'iSlC(i \OU'
likely to be revived. And the evil is growixi InOr ‘}\ o
countries, which it is better not to name (%0\( . ?Cr
%nﬁuenfze and control over the Press ’ 1$ rrzllltllnitllllt
Increasing, and since the agreement of Mt.mi{z‘h tu ‘; 'y
become extremely difficult for an article that might
provoke displeasure in Berlin to find space in the ¢ ln Ao
of ‘any newspaper in northern, eastern or central IE) lfmﬂs
'In. these circumstances a country such U(‘;’PC-
Brgau{) thgt both retains freedom of the Prcssa'sit h(r)fxat
ggmi) rf;ilzsﬁfrﬁ)tr_n pfropagan_da abroad is in as weak lz
position a2 ghting force which is too proud to take cover
‘Theseac aél.d.refuscs to return the fire of the enemy
| rhese E:rrll zt;?ns have ansen gradually.  If we h;l;l
o Baone an}cll ths’ ago that a h.‘cg Press was to disappear
pent o orens azértcnvs of millions a year were 1o be
spent on mgstg § a wct should have said that sirong
measures t be taken to deal with such an
inary situation.  But the gradual growthy of ¥
rer‘1ders 1t too ecastly acceptable, growth of evil
SctWe kn&vy that if war came w
up a Ministr g '
oo, pbut ' long Z§ ch(;lza‘gflvn(lar,.as we did in the last
being done ro S P{‘ ¢¢ 18 mamtained very litle s
“There existsp thp Briti lt.‘ i
‘ e British Council which has only
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active for a few years and which Is "doing invaluable
work. Under the energetic control of Lord Lloyd it
has made vast strides in a short time, but its activities
arc cultural not political, and the amount of money that
it spends is infinitesimal in comparison with the sums
spent by other countrics.

‘In this matter of propaganda the free countries of the
world are now being subjected to an offensive on the
largest scale. The German Ministry of Propaganda
controls over goo German newspapers published in
foreign countries, and the National Socialist Party issues
its instructions to all Nazi organizations outside Germany,
the number of which is estimated at 30,000.

‘Special institutions exist in Germany for the training
of those who are to carry on propaganda in foreign
countries. They are under the direction of Dr. Rosen-
berg, the great upholder of German paganism, who
denounced St. Matthew as a “Jewish fanatic” and St.
Augustine as a “mongrel half breed”.

‘Propaganda is an attempt to influence opinion.
Upon the opinion of the growing generation in Europe,
America and the British Dominions depends the future
of the world. Steps should be taken to ensure that that
opinion is not contaminated at the source.

‘Where free speech still exists every effort should be
made to answer and to confute false doctrine. Where
free specch 1s shut out no opportunity should be missed
of making a breach in the barrier in order that truth
may penetrate and ultimately prevail.’

* * * *

‘Defeat in battle, or even delay in victory is usually

attended by criticism of the fighting services, and some-
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- times followed by an inquiry. Such an inquiry took
. Place after the South African War, after the im'aziono £
the Dardanelles and after the campaign of I\Icsopo.t'am'f)
. Ir} recent years Great Britain has sustained a scr(i(-s mi‘”
> ﬁ;plomatlcfdcfeats, which, without a blow b(‘ing; Stl‘l;(‘{{)
. h Ry
ba]v:nil;:azi gx(’)rvr:]icri. the map of Europe and dislocated the
| “The Di'plomatic Service has a great tradition. It js
sma.ll service and the general public has little kn(.)wl(*(i z
of it. Rorr}antlc but most mislcading accounts gf
: dlplorpatlc life are given occasionally by the writer Of
sensational fiction. Most diplomati;ts, alas. com ?'O
their careers without once coming into coxit,aci “'.P}UC
- beautiful spy or being the bearer of a sceret treaty ”}Ell ~a
are very har'd worked; neither wealth nor fame ’r.m g 1(ly-
them. Their successes are seldom heard of ! '~\jm .
th?%;re usually negative. e
never takes place, she relodons et TR tha
neve _ s that do not become
strame-d — these are the triumphs of diplomacy. §] -
less nights, tireless patience, and unfailin‘r t N
devO.ted to such achievements, and all that téhc dC‘t &‘I‘C
pl:lbllC ever lf:arn of it is when they notice in the }?(’nmal
List that Whll(} four or five gentlemen have heen f’ﬁours
peers for making money, one, of whom they ha\':‘“‘tt-cd
heard, has been made a knight for spending 1 5 life
abroad in the service of his country. 8 i e
‘If, therefore, I venture to suggest that there j
for reform in the Dipl ic Service. it i o 3 xoom
| plomatic Service, it is not hecause J
_ un‘der-rate the great qualities of our diplomutixt-‘ o
’rigg;hinmal.n p;*loblc.m of administration is to ;).ut the
~ en in t > i
¢ right piigcs. It sounds simple but
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nothing is more difficult. The usual method of selecting}
public servants in the earliest stages is by competitivel

examination. In the past it was done by private

- influence and — strange to relate the results were not

any less satisfactory. But competitive examination as a
system has come to stay, and although there is no reason
why a man who is good at answering examination
papers should be good at anything else, it would be very
difficult to devise a more satisfactory method of dealing
with large numbers of applicants for a limited number of
posts.

‘As the junior members of any service begin to rise
in the hicrarchy more and more depends upon their
cfficiency. This fact is recognized in the fighting
services. At cvery stage in an officer’s career his record
and capacity are carefully scrutinized before he receives
promotion. He is periodically reported upon by his
seniors. Such reports deal not only with the officer’s
professional ability, his technical knowledge and his
industry, but also with his character, his social gifts,
his popularity with his men and his brother officers,
and his capacity for leadership.

‘As officers approach middle age a critical moment is
reached when it has to be decided whether they are fit
for the gravest responsibilities. For a man may be hard-
working, intelligent, courageous and of the highest
character and yet may not be the ideal Captain of a ship
or Colonel of a battalion. And as the summit of the
profession is approached the proportion of posts to
candidates dwindles rapidly, so that not only the unfit
but the fit as well have to be discarded in favour of the

fitter,
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“These are tragic moments in the careers of many who
find that there is no longer room for them in the pro-
fession that they love, while they are still in the full vigour
of their manhood. Yet it is never questioned that some

. such system must exist in order to ensure that the vitally
important positions upon which the safety of our Empire
depends shall be filled only by those who have proved
beyond a shadow of a doubt their exceptional com-
petence.

‘But in the Diplomatic Service there is no such system.
There the youth who has successfully passed his entrance
examination knows that unless he commits something in
the nature of a crime he can sit safely in the service until
he reaches the age limit. And it is the business of the
service to find a seat for him.

‘Nor are his character and abilitics ever the subject
of an official report. Young Jones may have been a by-
word at the Embassy for laziness and incompetence — a
blight in the Chancery, a blot at the Ambassador's dinner
table, but those in authority at the Foreign Office, upon

- whom his future depends, will only hear of it through the
channel of untrustworthy gOssIp. '

“ “How about young Jones?” the Head of the Mission
may be asked on his return, and he, being in a happy
mood on his way to a holiday, will reply with a shrug,
~ “Oh, he’s not a bad boy”, and will feel that he has been

good natured, nor suspect that he has done an injury to
~ the public service.

‘Gradually, no doubt, it will become known that Jones

"is a fool and not a pleasant one — but still there can be no

& question of getting rid of him. So when his name comes

e

"up for promotion, the weary private secretary in Downing
S 128
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*Street, possibly in the throes of an international crisis,

will shrug his shoulders and send him off to Rurjtz.inia —
one of those distant countries of which we know little —
in the hope that the Ruritanians will discover qualities
in him which have been concealed from his fellow
countrymen. _ . o
‘But to represent His Majesty in a foreign country-is

no less grave a responsibility than to command one of His

Majesty’s ships or regiments — and itis a bitter experience
for the travelling British subject to discover when he
arrives at the capital of even so small a country as
Ruritania that H.M. Minister 1s the laughing stock of the

town, .

“The difficulty could be easily got over if once the fact
were frankly recognized that not everybody who passes
an examination at 22 is fit to represent his country at 45.
It would mean that those passed over for promotion

would be entitled to a respectable pension as in the other

services. The expense, owing to the size of the Diplomatic

Service, would be trifling. Nor would it be any deterrent
to candidates. On the contrary it would be an encourage-

ment, for at 22 nobody believes that he himself will be

found incompetent at 45, and the knowledge that others *

will be must stir up hopes of more rapid promotion.

‘Unfortunately, however, another and a disastrous

method has been adopted in order that promotion may
not be too long delayed. It has lately become _the
practice to insist upon retirement when the age limit of
sixty is reached, or if an extcnsiqn of two or three years
is given, it is considered the limit of concession.

‘But diplomacy is the one and perhaps the only

Ak

profession in which old age is no disadvantage. Vigour

v
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.and vision, energy and push, qualities so indispensable
to the sailor and the soldier, so valuable to the polifician
or t.he man of business, have very little place in the
equipment of the perfect diplomatist, and are valucless
In comparison with — to him the most valuable of "l.l
attributes — experience. o
o ‘Talleyrand’s advice to the young diplomat was
:Abovc all — avoid too much zeal”. and Talley ¥
?nmselfentered on his most successful (’liplom  mis
in his seventy-ninth year.

‘Tl}tt position of an Ambassador who has held hj
appointment for many years is one of tremendous po b
and prestige. In a democratic country he will ;~or}))'1‘}\ ;’l’
have seen many governments come and go. Thlz‘ (‘h" o
ing politicians will have come to consider him as 's e
thing more permanent than themselves, whos;lg;ccl)\r-]i]:(;

not only upon foreign but ev )
) en on d i irs i
\ 1P mestic affairs is

‘A man holding such a position ¢
services both to his own country a
International understanding.

‘Beforfa the war, the representatives of Russi
France in London, Count Benckendorff and \SIH Paml
(?ambon, were leading figures in the political 1;1 l' B
life of the country and were better known {0 ;h \ SOCL}I
tha.n many Cabinet Ministers. Since the war ?*})Illb%lc
owing to this childish adherence to a féoli‘ \}( l(a\ i
Service regplation, cut short the careers of %omsc] ftl“l
representatives abroad, who were buildinq.u ()- }o'ur
buxl.t up for themselves outstanding position b e
apitals s n foreign
5 fTVYO of the more recent cases were those of Sjr Ronald
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Graham, who held a unique position in Rome, which-n
Ambassador from any country has attained before or

since, and Sir Horace Rumbold, who was certainly thégd
most successful Ambassador in Berlin for many years'.‘»ﬁ

h
%

Both these distinguished diplomatists are still with us,
and if they were members of the Cabinet they would not¥;
be the oldest members. 3
‘With a lofty disregard of logic we continue to employ
in the far more exacting and exhausting profession of -
politics, men whom we would have discharged long ago
if they had happened to be diplomatists. If the same rule’
applied in politics as in diplomacy ncither Disraeli nor -
Mr. Chamberlain would ever have been Prime Minister.
‘I am not saying that we should reduce the age of .
politicians. Some old men have twice the vigour of their
juniors. But let us apply to diplomacy the two lessons _
that we have learnt from the fighting services and from .
politics. Let us lose no time in getting rid of our
failures, and let us retain our successes as long as we can.
A fool of forty should never be allowed to represent his’}
Majesty; a wise man of eighty may be the best Ambas-*
sador in the world.’
The Services usually resent criticism, and when such ’
criticism comes from an ex-member of the Service it is
often regarded as a kind of trcachery. With regard to’
this article, however, I met with nothing but praise and |
agreement from diplomatists past and present. One;
former Ambassador wrote to me that he had always;
made it a practice to forward periodical reports on his ;
staff to the Forcign Office. He had however never been.
asked to do so and so far as he was aware little attention

was paid to such reports.
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. There is general agreement amongst all who have had
-%.any experience of it that the Diplomatic Service is in

-urgent need of reform. But nothing is done about it
~because it is nobody’s business to take the first step. The
" Secretary of State is the most overworked member of the

‘Cabinet and has no leisure in which to consider the
i machinery of his department and so the present system
i.1s likely to continue until some major break-down
.. arouses popular interest and indignation.:

#* * * *

A ‘It is a remarkable fact that out of the four most

. recent newcomers to the Cabinet not one has been pro-
- moted owing to outstanding Parliamentary ability.

‘Neither the Lord Chancellor, Lord Mauqhmﬁ nor

- the Minister for Co-ordination of Defence, Lord (,Jhnt-

field, has ever served in the House of Commons. The

Lord Privy Seal, Sir John Anderson, had only been a

- Member for a few months at the time of his appéintmcm

. and the Minister of Agriculture, Sir R. Donnzm-Smith,

- although a most popular Member and an cxccllvnt’

speaker, entered the Housc only at the last (J‘chc;‘al

Election and owes his promotion to his special knowledge

of agriculture. o

. ‘There are many people who will hold the opinion that

~ 1In these stern times it is far better (o select Ministers on

- account of their technical knowledge rather tlmﬁ m

accordance with their proficiency in the arts of debate

‘ It. is not proposed here to discuss the zx(l\'zmmm ;m(i

’ disadvantages of such a system, but merely 1o pbixn out

! Since the above was wri 3TE: itai

e was written Great Britain has s
> A > T : as suffered another seve
deplomanc defeat in the conclusion of the German-Soviet pact \?h)idj;\u- .’“‘.‘.‘?
“a complete surprise to the Government. P eame s
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that it is a departure from precedent an téﬁ‘inqulre int
the causes that have led to it. N

“The appointment of four Cabinet Ministers, none of?;
whom have been through the usual parliamentary mill,
or scrved his apprenticeship as an Under Secretary, may -
be due to a series of fortuitous circumstances. It may, on
the other hand, be symptomatic of a new phase in our”
Parliamentary history.

‘Writing in these columns three weeks ago I observed
that the clever young men in the Labour Party did not
seem to be finding their way into the House of Commons.
Is it possible that the same may be truc of other parties
and that the promotion of technicians in the place of
politicians signifies a shortage of talent in Parliament?

‘It is a long time since Anthony Trollope wrote that it
was or should be the highest ambition of every English--
man to become a Member of the House of Commons. .
Membership of that assembly is no longer so coveted as
it was. Many causcs are contributing towards this result, °
but the most important of them is undoubtedly financial. -

‘It is as difficult for a poor man, if he be a Conserva-
tive, to get into the House of Commons, as it is for a -
camel to get through the eye of a ncedle. This is not to
say that it is impossible, any more that it is impossible,
we hope, for a rich man to get into the Kingdom of -
Heaven, but in both cases entrance is attended by .
difficulty. ,

“This is not, of course, the case in all constituencies. -
There are many exceptions. St. George’s, Westminster,
where expenses are met by subscribers to the association, |
the Member merely paying his share, is a shining’
example. There is cven one constituency where the .
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‘Member is not allowed to contribute anything and is
presented with a house rent free by his supporters,
‘The fact that this can be done in a district that is not
articularly wealthy proves that it could be done also in
, hundred safe Conservative scats given the necessary
% enthusiasm and efficient organization.
t “There is only one remedy for this cvil, namely,
exposure. It would be uscless for Central Office to step
«in and attempt to enforce rules and regulations. The
Conservative Party, unlike the Labour Party, is in-
ensely democratic, and the local authoritics resent
interference from headquarters. But this spirit of local
.7 .independence carrics with it a spirit of local patriotism,

+and the Conservatives of Barsetshire would not like to
: be branded as the Shylocks who extracted the largest
-number of pounds of flesh or of gold from their Member
-of Parliament.
‘It is not, however, only the expense that deters so
' many from entering on a political carcer. The life of a
-politician is not as attractive as it used to be, nor are the
i rewards that await the fortunate few so substantial.
.. ‘To a people who still love living in the country and
? to a class the majority of whom still regard some rural
‘retreat as their home, it is no small sacrifice to spend
“nine months of the year in London, including the
. greater part of the sporting scason. There was abtimc
- when an autumn session was the exception. It has now
.Become the rule, which is never likely to be broken.
~ ‘Business has increased, especially such business as is
onducted on paper. The spread of education and the
mvention of the typewriter have multiplied the ordinary
quber of Parliament’s correspondence a hundredfold.
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‘When the House is sitting a conscientious member h
little time that he can call his own and on four days
the week he is a prisoner in the Palace of Westmins
from three o’clock until close on midnight, and som
times until the early hours of the morning. .

‘Spurning delights and living laborious days, to what;
reward does he look forward as the result of his labours?

‘In no case can he acquire riches. Yet in these days of
high taxation, before and after death, there are very few
married men with families who can afford not to earn
money if they are to make adequate provision for the -
future.

‘Even those who are fortunate enough to find their -
way into the Cabinet do not become rich by doing so.
A hundred years ago, and more, when /£5000 was :
considered a suitable annual salary for a Cabinet
Minister it represented something very different from ;
what it docs to-day. Its purchasing power has sunk while
the taxes levied on it have increased enormously. :

‘In point of fact when a member of the House of:
Commons enters the Cabinet to-day, he receives £4400 *
increased remuneration as he ceases to draw £600 as a“y
Member of Parliament. Taxation reduces that ,(,‘4.400{?;%;
by another £1000, so that all he actually receives is
somcthing in the neighbourhood of £3500, althoughsg
he is condemned to pay super-tax as though he had
received the full £5000. :

‘For this sum he has to work like a galley slave. Ther
is not a moment he can call his own. The ignorant may:.
imagine that he can rest during the week-end, but;
throughout the week papers have been accumulating,
which it is his duty to study, but at which he has no
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" had time to glance. These more than fill such moments
of leisure as the week-end may bring.
.~ ‘In addition to the weight of work there is the cver-
~'present anxiety that must accompany the responsibility
. of high office, which together with the knowledge that a
~vigilant Opposition and an equally vigilant and much
more competent Press are always waiting to pounce with
avidity upon the first slip in word or dced, renders the
life of a Cabinet Minister anything but a bed of roses.

‘When therefore we compare the life led by the rank
and file in politics and the life led by their leaders with
* the lives of those in other walks of life, we are bound to
- admit that the political carcer no longer offers any
outstanding attractions.

‘But the best brains in the country are required to cope
- with the political problems of the present age. And even
the best brains may fail if they have received no training
in politics before being asked to undertake politicz{l
responsibilities, for in politics as in every other branch
of mental activity, there is no proficiency without
training.’

CHAPTER VI
THE LULL

As the first two months of the year produced no alarming
event, those who had had faith in the policy of Munich
but who had been slightly shaken by the Jewish perse-
cutions in Germany, and by the refusal of Herr Hitler to
make any friendly gesture or use any conciliatory
language, began to recover confidence. I could not share
the facile optimism of those who interpreted the absence
of any sign to the contrary as evidence of an improve-
ment in the situation.

As the month of January drew to a close there was -
much speculation as to what the German Chancellor
would say in a speech that he was due to deliver on the ',
goth. Perhaps it was partly on account of the absence !
of other news that so much attention came to be concen-
trated upon this particular utterance. Whatever the
cause, the interest was intense; so great indeed that T
had a friend who, wishing to keep in touch with the "
international situation, although ignorant of German, -
patiently listened to an account of a boxing match in"’
that language, under the impression that he was hearing " "
the ipsissima verba of the Dictator.

I sat up late on the night that the speech was delivered, -
in order to complete my commentary on it which ap-
peared on the following morning under the title ‘Reply -
to Hitler’: ,

‘Never in history has onc man’s voice been listened to
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‘with so great attention as that which we pay to-day to
_the voice of Herr Hitler. The anxicty with which the
‘world ‘awaits his words, the careful scrutiny that s
-applied to them prove the success that has crowned his
“efforts to restore Germany to the position of the most
‘powerful nation on the continent of Europe.

‘His achievement is so great that it might he thought
he would be glad to rest upon it. But there s 4 vi‘ry
old political proverb whicl, says that you can do cvery-
thing with bayonets except sit on them. Wha was true
of bayonets applies equally to machine-guns,

‘Power that has been acquired by
calm nor satisfaction to the ¢
striking proof of these old princip
Herr Hitler delivered last night
stag.

‘He has had a year of uninterry

‘He has combined for the first ti
Reich the whole population of Austria, he hag destroyed
the independence of Czcchoslovakia, he has broken the
alliance between France and Poland, he hyg brought
Hungary within his orbit, he has made the free city of
Danzig a city of Nazis, he hag almost succeeded in
lestroying the Republican Government of Spain, and
1€ .has concluded a treaty with the victorious I’)arty
xhlch 1s plainly the first step  towards csml)lishinq’
»€rman supremacy in that country, )

‘He would, indeed, be justified iy sin
ttumph, but it was no such S0
‘he note that he struck was,
etween a snarl and a whine,

‘ ‘_Thc message that he scemed to wish to cony
oAl A 138

force brings neither
onqueror.  The most
les was the speech that
to the German Reich-

pted success.
me within the German

ging a song of
ng that he sang last night.

on the contrary, somcthing

¢y to the
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atter,ildant world was that Germany was s.t;ll bemgvd
badly trcated, that people were still being velgy. I:.lh 1
abouft good, kind, patient, peaceful Germar}y, ut a
those: rude people had better be careful becausg llfl‘ pc;loi.
Germany were persecuted any longer she might
ba‘c’;'(l.lat a man at the end of suc}} a year of triumpl
should be in such a state of mind is a problem for the
pa‘tll‘“l(())iotg\i'sot-and a half hours Herr Hitler spoke to the so-.
called representatives of the Gex:man people, not one o:
whom would dare to criticize a single word that fell from

er’s lips. .
th?P%fglcxllctorypapplausc marked tl}c Concluswn.olf; eafc}:
paragraph, but what the people of G?rmany think of 1
all we cannot tell. Do they sull believe that t%ley are
being ill treated or do they rather agree with Dr;;
Gocbbels that the whole world stands in fear of them?
Both cannot be true. - _ —

‘While there was much airing of old grievances in the
speech there was no new proposal for meetlgg tél(l:%n Jt?e(;
suggestion that the wrongs of Germz.my, the lh'ch fes
and disabilitics, economic and colonial, fromx}\; 1§ She
is suffering might be settled in the way that t tfil nni
Government would like to sce them .Sf:ttlegl, e o n};
way'it is to be hoped in which any British (xO\lz)ern'mte ¢
would cver consent to settle them, namely, by inter
national conference.

‘If Germany has further claims to make on thet ;QI:E;
suffering patience of her victors lc?t herUcof{ni o th
conference table and state them plainly. Un ﬁr ub' y
she has found that another method has served ter better,
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~'in the Rhineland, in Austria and in Czechosloviakia. less than a week ago by a number of eminent nop.
{mSh‘e may still intend to repeat it. ’ s political English gentlemen.
The references to Italy and Japan would sceth 1o & ‘The ropl‘y proves, what some of us have long sus-
. Indicate that the fortunes of Germany are irrevoclably pected that what Hitler fears most in all the world is
~ linked to those of her two allies and the most alarming the tI’L;th penctrating to the German peop le.
« statement was when he assured his audience that ;’f ‘Now that the SI;CCCh is over the general fecling
i Italy ff)und herself at war, whatever the cause of that throughout the world is that it might have been worse.
~ war might be, Ger'many would be upon her side. The state of suspense in which men waited yesterday for
‘So comprghenswe and unlimited a guarantee has the words that were to fall from Herr Hitler’s lips was
seldom been given by one country to another, Coming as an humiliation for the frec peoples of the world.
it does so soon after Italy’s unrcasonable and mdefen- ‘It was symptomatic of a state of affairs that canno!
s1b].e df:mands on France, it is an incentive to aggression, be allowlcd to continuc indefinitely. It is bad that one
an incitement to folly. h : whole nation should tremble before the frown of an
The colonial claim was repcated in even stronger \ individual. It is unbearable that the activities of men
language, but as the demand grows more insistent it docs all over the world should be paralysed —like the
not grow less vague. No claim can be discussed until figures in the castle of the Sleeping Beauty — at the mere
1t is formulated. No claim can be met unless some suggestion that Herr Hitler is about to speak.
co‘mpensatory advantage is at the same time conceded. “This morning that suspended animation is restorfid-
There was the old grumble about reparations, the The whecls go round again and, with pathetic refiel
old suggestion that the democracies arce controlled by men draw one anothcr’g attention to those passages in
the Jews, and the repeated attempt 1o give undue the long specch which provide grounds for hope.
Importance to humble individuals such as the writer ()f' ‘It is pointed out with delight that Herr Hidler thinks
thl‘s article. . . there will be a long period of peace and that he has no
There are two new things in the speech. One Is the claims, other than colonial, against Great Britain. So
Partlcularly vile insult to the United States of America — the fears of those who thought that he was going o ik
- the alIegatlor} that America came into the last war for for the Isle of Wight are set at rest. . -
purely financial reasons — an insult which will be deeply ‘But how much longer is this state of affairs to con-
- resented and long remembered from the shores of {)hz* tinuc? How much longer are the periods of European
,".At‘lantic to those of the Pacific Ocean. ‘ history to be determined by the intervals G Ic-lIerr
There is also an indication of the resentment roused Hitler’s speeches? How much longe;fazgntll;ocr? ﬁf:t ?2311:

EY Entlsh broadcasts to Germany. This is the answer nations to scramble for the crumbs
- to that message of goodwill sent to the German neamle from his table?
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_“Itis time that Herr Hitler was answered. Somcbody

.. speaking with the authority of His Majesty’s Government
~and with the explicit approval of the British Empire

‘much he has already obtained, he should be warned
¢ that there are bounds to concession and limits to
*. patience. .

 ‘He should be urged to bring his grievances to the-

.. conference table, or put them through the usual diplo- -

“ matic channels, rather than to proclaim them on the
« public platform. He can be assured that they will be
+ heard with the desire to mecet them, but he must be
- asked to be ready to give as well as to take.

+ ‘It should be pointed out to him that four months ago
- he solemnly swore that he had no further territorial
. claims in Europe, and he should therefore he asked why
" "he now considers that a further increase in German
- armaments is required. If he believes that he has any-

. thing to fear, let him state his grounds for that belief,
‘There is, perhaps, only onc man left to whom he
still will listen, one man whom he cannot refuse to hear,
and that man, who should speak to him plainly before

. it is too late, is the Prime Minister of Great Britain.’
The tone of this article was not that adopted by the
7 Press in general. Anxiety which had grown in intensity
.- as the day of the great speech approached underwent an
*- immediate relicf and the reaction produced a desire to
“exaggerate the more hopeful and minimize the more
disquicting featurcs. Whatever other accusation can be
brought against the conduct of the British pcople during
d.the Nazi regime, it can never be said that every effort
%has not been made to treat it with svmnathy and

L
s

s,
P

: understanding. Always it has been given the'b

" the later were explained away whenever possible and

-should give him a reply. He should be reminded of how

| 1 1 lancholy aftermath
.Assistance) Bill. It was part of the me
of Sll\fhlenic}z and brought home to some members very
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the doubt. The earlier breaches of treaty were condone

on every word that fell from the Fiihrer’s lips, t.zﬁ‘oxjt'
werce made to place the most favourable construction. f,

On February 7th there took place in .the House '-01
Commons a debate on the Czechoslovakia (Financial®

painfully, the shame and misery that that agreem;:'nt h;d
imposed upon a free and independent repub. ic. l’nf
October the Prime Minister had expressed his belief
that ‘under the new system of guarantees the new ..
Czechoslovakia will find a greater security than she ,
has ever enjoyed in the past’, and Sir Sa.muel Hoare h‘ad'b .
assured the House that Czechoslovakia would be ‘as
safe as Switzerland’. ~:
Sharing this blissful confidence the House of C(;lr.nr}l;lopz :
had been ready to vote any sums of money w ;lc , 1w
the shape of a loan, might assist the recovery of the ::n-‘l
republic whose independence and security were yen
dered so safe by the guarantees that had belen gland.?
Thirty million pounds was the figure contemp ate anc.
ten million was advanced forthwith on thehassu;l;llp ;
that }Sarliamcntary approv}z}xl (;vould gt;]et iz‘:)::thac::;':3 ; f.the
Four months, however, had wrou : ! |
situation. Nobody belicved in the boasted 1;1d§perrlrc3§rr:§;
of Czechoslovakia any more. But part Odtt € il
had been spent and Parliament was bo:lm Od}gdy o)
bill. Twelve million was all that was e%ngnChéncel-‘
reference was made to the original ﬁgur?.th h'e i tailing
lor of the Exchequer stated the case with LIS Uniai g
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" skill and a short debate followed which attracted little
- attention at the time, but it was of importance as indi- .
. cating for the first time in Parliament how far in four
. months we had travelled from the blind optimism of
. October towards the grim reality that was to face us in.

March. I made a bricf contribution to this debate
myself although I had not intended to do so. 1 said:
“This is not a proud day for the House of Commons
and the sooner it is over the better. We have the feeling
that this is not a very happy business but that in the
circumstances we cannot do other than what we are
proposing to do. Some months ago, in a moment of

- great relief, there was an uneasy feeling in the minds of

many that one country had suffered unduly, and there
was a generous impulse in the hearts of all that if that
slight twinge of conscience which was present even then
could be salved by a money payment, there should be
no restraint upon the amount of money that we were
prepared to spend. I do not believe the Chancellor of
the Exchequer or His Majesty’s Government are more
to blame than any other Member of the House of
Commons, for had they been able to bring forward a
Motion on October 3rd in favour of spending ten,
twenty or fifty millions to assist the state of Czecho-

. slovakia, it would undoubtedly have been passed

unanimously. Events since then have altered the minds
of many.

‘I had not intended to speak, and T do not think that
unless the Hon. and gallant Member for North-west

- Hull [Sir A. Lambert Ward] had intervened, T should
s+ have spoken. I noticed that even in his speech there was
“v an awakening to a new vision of the situation. He
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referred to what was once known as the great triumph,
of Munich as an unfortunate incident, and I am really!
speaking because I hope that the Under Secretary for:
Foreign Affairs, who, I understand, is to reply, will deal"
with what I consider a most unfortunate utterance that-
fell from the Hon. and gallant Member for North-west
Hull. He admitted that Czechoslovakia had been let
down and he attempted to shift all the blame upon the
great friendly country, to which he referred inaccurately
as our ally, France. I think he added Russia under the
apparent impression, equally erroneous, that Russia is
also an ally of ours. There is no truth whatever, I
maintain, for the allegation that the Czechoslovak
Government were encouraged during the summer and
autumn of last year to maintain an intransigeant
attitude by the French Government. It is most regret-
table that a supporter of His Majesty’s Government
should make that accusation, and I sincerely hope the

Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs will answer that i

charge. If wrong was done at Munich it was done by
France and England together, and if blame is to be
borne we should not seck to shirk our share of it.

“The Hon. Member for East Aberdeen [Mr. Boothby]
asked. the Under Secretary to give a clear statement as

to how the question of our guarantee of the frontiers of -

Czechoslovakia now stands. Far be it from me to
scek to answer the Right Hon. gentleman’s questions for
him. I have no doubt that he has a very adequate and
satisfactory reply. The plain truth of the matter is that
we cannot possibly guarantee the fronticrs of Czecho-

slovakia to-day. We have reduced the money we promised
to give them and we must now let the guarantee

K 1.45
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.go to the winds. The Chancellor of the F

i xcheque
himself referred to the road which 1s to he wequer

built througl
. . l
Czechoslovakia from north to souty, and ecast 1o \\':\t

as “t.he German road”. How fan you guarantee the
hfrontlcr:s of a country that has forciqn'rou(l runni .
across 1t? Czechoslovakia has no frm‘uim to-d; '”““1‘3.
has been stated in print and it has not bccn.mm icted
that during the negotiations of the interng r
mission appointed to draw up the frongje
slovakia the only person who ever
German claims or sought to mo;
representative of the Ttalian Gove
ment of Czechoslovakia were prepared o resistif any ane
would support them, but as nobody would sun ) dm}“m
they quite rightly; in face of Inevitable ﬁx(‘is‘ I({:~I‘tll. llmn
bend their neck beneath the yoke, and 1, b(‘n‘d’it )(r:( ‘ ( ‘l‘f)
No guarant?e could be given by any sane mI' : ')p” .
. of thff: frontiers of Czechoslovakia to-clay i>%*"( -mmmt
frczntlers are where Germany cares to m\'",} (.(.JEM those
Those are facts of which we ouqht‘{o’ 1 ‘](} .
are facts which cannot Low be Chaimc )
least, even at this late hour, t4 he d(?
as to what it is that we re doiln(r
the Exchequer has made a, ¢
this money is all to be SPELt ypop

have the approval of every I\Icmlpmjwts ehich would

that really o wor o SVETY ) Oer of this Hoyse, Is
y g POltance? The Czechodovak

Government are certainly 8ling to spe |
or £12,000,000 or £20,ooo,oo) o . . })<.m‘ Ll(),nuu,(.m.()
" ties which would have the ap rov: 1)m( nf‘mun}- actvi-
 money spent on those activiti. "+ °f this House, but
money to be spent upon other 2, PIY rele:

S ases n[h(*r
5 (46 “Uvities, [ really does

adicted
attonal com-
s of Czecho-
spoke” against the
fy them was the
mment. The Govern-

aware, they
d, but we ought at
arm our own minds
_ The Chancellor of
admirable ¢qge showing how
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not matter whether it could be proved that all this mom":ys§
was going to be spent on strengthening the German
fronticr or whether it could be shown that it was all
going to be spentonschools or benefit for the unemployed.
As the Right Hon. and gallant gentleman' has just said,
it is money which is going to be spent at the dictation of
the German Government. It is not for us to blame the
Government of Czechoslovakia. You cannot blame a
prisoner for showing obedience, and even subservience,
to the will of the gaoler, especially if you have been
partly responsible for getting him into the gaol,

"My Hon. friend the Member for East Aberdeen
struck a more optimistic note, I think, than anybody else
in the House. He would like to increase the sum we are
paying to Czechoslovakia, and he notes with great
satisfaction the good trade returns of Czechoslovakia
during the last few months. Those good trade returns
arc largely owing to the fact that Czechoslovakia is now
working within the German orbit, and it mav be, and,
indeed, we should all hope it will be, that the people of
Czechoslovakia, industrious as they are, will achieve
great prosperity, as great a prosperity as they enjoyed
before the War. Great commercial prosperity they may
win, but they have lost something which is more precious
to them, and that is their liberty,

‘T have not the acquaintance which the Right Hon.
and gallant Member has with the people of Czecho-
slovakia, and have never visited that country, but every
day through the post, applications come to me, which
arc as pitiful as any of those which he recounted, from
unfortunate people who are only longing to get out of

'"I'he Right Hon. Josiah Wedgwood.
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th.e1r own country. I could have wished, perhaps, that
* this money had been given wherec it would have béén f;r
* better spent—to Lord Baldwin’s Fund for Refu TC‘-

-~ rather than to the Czechoslovak Government b('c% CS’
~ although we may not wish to use harsh wr;rds dUSé
-although we may object to the term “a vassa) State” e

cannot get away from the fact that in the s‘(ln éwcr
~military roads Germany is branding the sxx’&stik': Moo

the face of Czechoslovakia, and thatkba(lgc of.sha‘ Elpf-m
remain there until the frontiers o \ shame will

f Europe are r

: . are redrawn.’
Co P entin fg on th.ls debate the Sunday Times found
cause for satistaction in the fact that ‘the unworthy gibe

of conscience money was not heard. Mr. Duff Cooper
however went one worse when he spoke of <, br UUlp “{,
shame that would remain there until the f;‘ox ;m(_ Of
Europe were redrawn” — an implied threat t}1 o ,0‘
dangerously_lmpropcr coming from an (";“\'Iin'1<at was

Tl.le frontiers of Europe were about t‘o Ab I.Slc(;r‘.
considerably sooner than the Sunday Times ex C.I,C ll e
In a sense which even so consistent 4 su ‘()pi,%tcc and
policy of appeasement can hardly have a pme ,(drl of the

But as the month of February produg{)q vec f .
cause of alarm every effort was made in Gr(-qtn}(; . 1{11'th<,-1
calm down such slight ripples as the speech ofj "n-dm ¥
lef.t on the surface. It seemed at one timcan}lmy}lad
Ministers were consciously competing with 0;5 ’though
as to wh(? should give the most reassuring ﬂt'uc another
tht.a public. Unfortunately, this outbur;t‘o(f optim
coincided with the launching of the \*‘ni e
_ scheme to which it nearly proved fata] | "
' 1mplore a man for assistance and at th(‘. S
him that you have noneed of it. 1, b
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the validity of the prevalent hopefulness and because

I saw the harm that it was doing to recruiting that %"

wrote the following article which appeared on the last”
day of February:
* * * #*

‘An impression exists in this country at the present
time that there has recently been a great improvement in
the international situation. Men are naturally anxious
to find what they arc looking for. How many a sail has
the shipwrecked mariner fancied upon the horizon, how
many an oasis beheld by the wanderer in the desert has
proved a mirage in the end!

“The bearer of good news is ever welcome. His creden-
tials are not cxamined too closely, the sources of his
information arc lightly assumed to be sound. But he -
who brings bad tidings must expect a poor reception.

““Thou shalt be whipp'd with wire and stew’d in
brine”, Cleopatra exclaimed to the messenger who told
her that Antony was married; and Napoleon never
promoted an officer who had brought him bad news.

‘I remember that when on October 16th, 1933, I
ventured, addressing the Junior Imperial League in my
constituency, to say that Germany, whence I had
recently returned, was preparing for war on a scale and
with an enthusiasm unparalleled in history, I was
violently attacked on the following morning for being an

inaccurate alarmist and guilty of gross indiscretion.

‘It was suggested that I ought to be —and the next
day it was announced by some political correspondent
that I was going to be — dismissed from the post that
I then occupied in the Government.

‘But unpopularity should not be allowed to stand in
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hut.y of those who speak or
! eir audicnce th as
they see it. Let us therefore examine coolly tlfctrr)?(t:il "
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wishing to paing i any

. ‘Outside the Spanish arena ver
in Europe during the month of Fe
is good.
‘If the patient gets no wors
normal course ogf nature issep‘:(fdi?cz;?l e that the
Those prophets who are so rash g ovement.
b.elieving, like Old Moore, that ¢
right some day, have been disp i
selected any day of February fo
“The most important event h
ment of the Prime Minister wh
vigorous language the solidari is
France. This statement was :rip(l)ifﬁetgls country with
by Lord Halifax in the House of Lords I'and
‘I remember that when I myself said
same purpose in Paris in the sum S
Party secured the adjournmen
purpose of denouncing me for 1
were in any way bound to Fra
language that might possibly g
“The Prime Minister’s statem
good. Its influence has been ¢
‘Events in Spain, in so far
termination of hostilities, have
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better than the continuation o
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led to the surrender of Minorca was well timed and well' ;2
to secure the goodwill of both of the'4

calculated

'4

contending factions. 4

¥

‘Finally we have to set upon the credit side the *
vast new loan for defence purposes and the debate .

that accompanied its introduction in the House of -

Commons.
‘Although the Opposition naturally availed themselves
of the opportunity to criticize the Government, there

came no suggestion from their ranks, as the Prime ~

Minister rightly pointed out, that such expenditure was
unnccessary or that they themselves would shrink from
incurring similar liabilities.

“The world was thus presented with the spectacle of a
people united in so far as they recognize the gravity of
the danger that faces them, and in so far as they are
willing to make every sacrificc in order to meet it.

‘Here the catalogue of improvements ends; and, while
it 1s distinctly encouraging, it is hardly sufficient to
warrant confident optimism with regard to the future or
to justify the statement made by a Cabinet Minister last
wecek that the barometer was now set to fair. )

‘It is hardly necessary to recall to mind the real reasons
for the anxiety which has been growing in the world
during the last six years, and which is now imposing
upon all nations an almost unbearable burden of taxa-
tion and debt. Itis due solely to the claims, the activities
and the menaces of certain Powers.

‘Those claims have not been diminished by a single
iota, those activities continue day and night, and if for a

short period the soft pedal has been applied to the-~

menaces, we should remember that menaces can be as
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~ carefully timed as attacks, and that we have recently
been informed by Herr Hitler that the attack which he
made on Austria last March was decided upon in
~ January, and that the invasion of Czechoslovakia
which took place in October was planned in May.
- ‘The comparative quiet that has fallen upon Europe
may be the beginning of the end of the storm, but it
may on the other hand be only a lull, and it would
certainly be safer to assume that it is the latter. A wise
seaman takes full advantage of a lull to prepare against
a continuance of the storm.

‘Such preparations are now being made, and not the
least important of these is the great experiment of
attempting to recruit on a voluntary basis the whole
man power needed for the defence of the country.
Reports indicate that progress in this respect 1s not at
present satisfactory. The reason is not far to scek.

‘The best, the keenest and the most patriotic section
of our people have already volunteered. The appeal is
now to those who for many reasons are slightly deafer to
the call of duty. And because they do not respond so
readily, increased pressure must obviously be laid upon
the urgent need of their services. But instead of that
pressure being increased, it is being diminished.

“Those perfectly patriotic but rather lazy, rather
leisure-loving, hesitant and reluctant people are being
told daily on the very best authority that now all is well
with our rearmament programme, that we are now in
a position to shock the three corners of the world if they

should come in arms against us, and, turther, that there

. 18 no prospect of their so coming, because the glass is
set to fair.

e D,
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‘Can we wonder that with such good news rmgmcgoiln‘
their cars they feel that they may go with an easy

science to the cinema this evening instead of devoting

their time to some tedious task ir.1 preparation for ﬁ v;r;isr‘
that everybody, except la fcjw mischievous warmongers,

nows will never take place: o -
‘ ‘Three years ago I wa}s sharply lzrlticsltzitlzldt}f;?;khivx;gs
said that I wanted to frighten people. nk it wa
4 pity that I failed to do so then. I would not, ho ;
frizhilcn them now unduly. They hzllve. suﬂ(;crrvcjs snxifzid
Ciéntly in the last six months, and their n

'r handling. .
ter‘ll(Sll(xlt il \lelldiot allow tl;cm to avail themselves of the
in order to forget the danger. .

1u1‘1'13}r:coéi;gcr stillgcxisls, and the best I’lope of ayergx;rgl
it lies in the manifestation of our people’s dcterrrll}rlta on
to resist it. Every man and woman who enljs ror
national service contributes som.cthmg. towzlir. s o
impression that that manifestation will uct)lrn}a y
produce upon the mifn(}l of z;ny tpgg?il;ilal“?fsgiis; g;adual

The chief event of this short g dua
conclusion of the Spanish Civil War. My sympa
during this contest had, like those of rr}any ECI;Sg;;s};rfnf}rlxé
been wavering and divided. The worst cxlc1 s of the
Government side at the outsct h{zd natura ‘ytarvention ’
much moderate opinion. The pphcy c_)f ponilm grst tion
had everything to recommen(.i it It s 1’n the s fdopt
the normal and natural policy for st:ldn%ersc 0 adopt
in a domestic quarrel. In the.sec-ond ptac I;eutrality
the majority of Englishmen inclined to Oliticai
important and well organized n11110r}tlles, a ;;Onatel
one on the left, a religious one on the right, pass y
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supported the respective causes of the Spanish Goverp.-
ment and of General Franco. Ip the third place the
policy of non-intervention was suggested and urgeq upon

Prime Minister of France
nt Governmcnt at the time
In the fourth pl

likely to interve
e Soviet Govcmmcnt and
nd Italy, professed them-

heme qf non-intcrvention
mocracies i

of the outbreak of the war.
governments that seemed most
one side or the other, namely th
the Governments of Germany a
selves willing to enter into the sc
and to co-operate with the de
It was difficult at the time to
duplicity which would be practised an

ace, the
ne upon

to General Franco by Germany ang Italy be
effective and less disguised, “there seemed
policy for Great Britain to pursue than to gy
in the hope that when the fighting was over, the

pendence of the Spanish character would a’sscr: .lndc-
and that it would never permit Spain o bgCO itself,
vassal of foreigners merely becayge they hag mc ‘1hc
Spaniards to defeat Spaniards. Assisted

I wrote an article on the subject which a

the title of ‘Franco’s Choice’ on F ebruary PPearcd under

h I4th,
‘Prince Swarzenbcrg was once asked 3~h

came more

at Austrig

. 3 1
for the invaluable assistance she ha(d rendg | rcturn

. . . ered i
subjugation of Hungary. Without 5 moment’s hcsiltr;t;: N
n
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the Prince replied: “We shall astonish Europe by our
ingratitude.”™

%'Fll(t virtue of gratitude, it is true, plays but a i:jn;tl)ll,
part in international affairs, and.no statesman wou 'f? ‘
wise to rely on it as a basis of policy. Gc.nergtl F ranco, if,
as now scems probable, he completes his victory in thi.'
Spanish Civil War, will have to make many 1mportand
decisions in the near future, and much must depcr};
upon the extent to which he allow‘s those decisions to be
influenced by the sentiment of gratitude. '

‘It is certain that he owes a great deal to the assistance
that he has received from Germany and Ttaly. But 1? is
equally certain that that assistance was not rendered .0}1;
the sake of the General's fine eyes, out of‘sympathy wit
the aspirations of the Spanish people, or from pure kind-
ness of heart on the part of the dictators. |

‘Lach in giving help had his ulterior motive. Exactly
what those motives were Is still obscure, but the extent
to which they are accomplished will soon be.apparerzlt. o

"The Spanish are by nature a proud and ml((lepef; gne
people. They do not like foreigners, and the nofy\ e gr
of standing in debt seldom increases our love for ou

" creditors. It is probable that when they have ceased to

N . f .
hate and to kill one another, both sides will tulm(;:};;iseg] |
deep suspicion on those intruders who havc.h}‘f I}?el slavé A
In a task upon which they can look back with little
remorse. _ . .

‘It may well be that they will then r.egzuc%) ttheatz
erstwhile allies not as saviours in adversity, bu
accomplices in crime.

‘Such speculations give us groux}ds to hope t}.lat Sllz 1
people of Spain will then regard with least aversion »
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one nation that has most sincerel
a strict neutrality — namely,

- will see in her the country t
give assistance in the
awaits them.

‘If General Franco decides, as now s
to restore the Spanish monarchy,
over Spain a prince in whose vein
and who has served with distinction

‘These facts give ground for hope, but before we em-
brace that hope too lightly, we must remember that
there is another side to the picture. While it is unlikely,
once the victory is assured, that either the Italian or the
German Government will wish to retain their troops in
Spain, they both may have other objectives of which it
will not be easy to deprive them.

‘The island of Majorca is now practically in Ttalian
occupation. Signor Mussolini has assured us that he has
no territorial demands on Spain, but since that assurance
was given Italy has made certain very substantial ter-
ritorial demands on France, and it has already been

suggested that she might make her evacuation of
Majorca conditional upon those dema

‘Majorca lies upon the line of Fr
tions with her African possessions, a
it by an unfriendly Power is a threat to her security.

‘So far as Germany is concerned, there exist equally
grave reasons for anxiety. At the cnd of Iag month a
“cultural agreement” was signed by Germany  and
General Franco. According to the termg of this agree-
. ment, a German House is to be set up in Spain for the

spreading of German propaganda, and steps are 10 be
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. There -
taken for granting tariff prcfe_rcnces to (;}g;rcrllsgt};d upon
arc to be German schools in Spain ¢ Gorman ideas
German lines for the encouragement O
and the German lzlllgt{11g§. ision by which the

‘More important sul‘l 1s a Rroils o provent the pub-
Spanish Government will updmt.a}f 't?cizc ‘he German
lication of anv books in Spain \x’hlchrl e onalitics in
system of government or the leading pers
German politics. - enorted. is formidable, for

“This clause, if accurately reported, O il the
subjugation of Spanish liberty to the f Northern and

‘Alrcadv in the smaller Cpllntr{es 1Ob their Govern-
Central Eiu*opc editors are bemg urged by of news and
ments to refrain from thg pllbllc.auonBcrchtCSgadelL
articles that might cause dlS‘p'lCZIS}JIC at O ther
The inclusion of such a condition in a treab)iftions S dof
proof both of the extent of Germany s amtension of her
the threat to human liberty which the ex

ywer would bring. . _ The
p(‘;t( 1‘;:iscs also another point of great lmggitg?izligion,
Spanish war has been to a large extent a

ht
. R ve been broug
and the most serious charges which ha

: ion
: P . n in connecti
against the Republican side have bee .

" . hes, monasteries

with outrages on Roman Catholic churches,

and convents. . e spectacle.
“Yet we are now presented with a .Sttrsrngcofcludes a

The hero of the Faith in the hour ;)f;rllcd sa}i,ntly Head of

treaty with one whom the \'(*nclablc condemned in the

his Church, so recently dcccascci ermit to cross the

strongest language. and would not p

threshold of the Vauncan.
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‘If in future nothing is to be published in Sp

. reflects unfavourably on the regime in Ger
+ first publications to come under the ban v

ain which

- cathedra the Strange racial theories upon which so mych
of Nazi pseudo—philosophy is based, and lajq down de.
finitely that such doctrine is contrary to the Christian fajth_
‘Farinacci, the secretary of the Fascist party, spcaking
recently in Berlin under the auspices of Herr Streichcf,
- frankly admitted that “to-day the Churches cverywhere
stand with the democracies”, and Yet we are assured that
it was the cause of the Church which the two dictators
have assisted to triumph,
“This is certainly a strange dilemma, and e banning
of the Pope’s encyclicals would for ironi

i M an 1ronical com.
ment on the conclusion of General Franco’s crusade

‘However, we must hope for the best. Wiser counsels
will possibly prevail. Upon General Franco much
must depend. Tt is difficult In war time to form 3 just
estimate either of the aims or the character of the
protagonists. Propaganda presents us with the portrait
either of a saint or a devil, and if we are wise, we reject
both.

‘The English people have watched wit
long martyrdom of Spain. The
have been uncertain, and thej
divided. Ofone fact they can be certaip __ th
been great heroism and great suffering upon

‘If the end come soon, let us neither probe ing (he
. causes nor recall the horrors; but ey us honouyy the
. heroism and pity the suffering, welcome the peace ang
.- make friends with the people.’
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In the forgoing article 1 referred to the deatlll O'f; P;)}:)?
Pius XI, in the following one I welcomed the electio
his successor: . e s %

‘Never since the Reformation has the election qfta
Pope heen awaited with so much attenEl(lon }?n(}t:(;ul()fez
by the whole world. \\S'hcn the "aztdc,lr‘?.‘r: h:;rg the name
standing in St. Peter’s Square since daw
of Iiug(}nio Pacelli a deep roar.of thankﬁﬂnCS? W?l?it);lsp
to heaven and found an echo in the 11?artslo rg;tholi(;

‘Popes come and go, and those outmde'ilif; PR
faith pay small attention. Ten years ago lf ‘ housand
whether one Protestant or unbeliever out of a tho k
could have told vou the name of the Pope; b-Ut fast Wl(;flt
there were great hosts who not (?nly lfncw l;xs nﬁaer?:d "
felt a close personal link}'m][h Pius XI, and su
intimate loss the dav he died. .

[‘Tlllr(lfl(;n(‘mor\' of that aged, Sﬁil}tly man, w1t1121 thecli]atrﬁ(z
of death upon' him, cwmcmplzmng .tlus wor (;iln fom
next with the same calm courage, rising repeatedly his
what was thought to be his deathbed tol an:mlxork-
daily task, and never sparing himself a suziqg Vug’(;urs to
Ing all through the night when he lhil c‘as e t0
live upon the preparation of a §})C(’Ch that w not only
be delivered - that memory will lollg reman d of the
n the hearts of the faithful, but also mn t-he ml? men in
man in the street, in the minds of m11110nsr (?ld
hundreds of thousands of streets all over ‘he-“lm ttention

‘When the sea is calm the traveller pays l;tt CHae hardly
to the officers of the ship in which he trave i;lom that he
distinguishes one from the ()[l.l(‘l‘, and it 1s se
knows the name of the captam.
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‘But if suddenly there is danger of shipwreck then all
eyes arc instantly turned in agonized scrutiny on those in
authority. Then the slightest sign of weakness or un-
certainty on their part will at once spread fear and pos-
sibly panic among crew and passengers. For the officers
it is the supreme test both of ability and of character. If
they are found wanting then, they are condemned for ever.

‘Something not unlike shipwreck is thre
civilized world to-day, and it is for this re
who occupy the positions of supreme authority are being
tested as they have never been before, The eyes of
millions follow all their movements, the ears of millions
wait on all their words,

‘From that ordeal Pius X1 emerged scatheless, because
he never feared to speak the truth and he spoke it
having authority and not as the scribes”.

‘Men who a month ago could not have told you the
name of a single Cardinal had learnt to believe that
Cardinal Pacelli was of the same mind as his master and
would pursue the same policy with the same fearlessness.
Already his name had become a household w
houses and people to whom the words
“conclave” had until recently conveyed i
were gravely informing one another 2
known it all their lives, that it was
with ecclesiastical custom for the Ca
State to succeed the Pope.

‘The greater therefore was the relief with w
learned that Pius XIT was to succced Pius XI.

“Together with the fear of shipwreck there |
ing among civilized people increased conscioys
. fact that they are all in the same boat.
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‘I: is for this rcason that in spite of tl}e c??;f,ulilz
nurtured growth of a bitter, narrow ngtlona txo I
certain countrics, there 1s in .othcrs a ten e?cy o ook
outside as well as insid(:‘ national frontlcrf1 ?rtz%o o
leadership. Hence the wide welcome that t tii i cn'of}),ed
leadership received, hence alsp the va;stlpreén%ted étates
to-day in Europe by the President of the
Of‘{}rlrll(flll’cri:sidcnt does IlOt‘S}aIld upon su.ch fffi\rm g;(:lui:,(i
as the Pope. He is not a life-tenant of hlsp 1ce,oardanCe
are told that a third tenure would not beSm acc
with the political tradition of th.islt)'r:;;eélitigitcs:rhe o

‘Once again we arc up agal . The ar
dinals took the view that in time of tempest tre !

. thrown to the winds if it stz'mds n the way o
Z}ell(:éléltciingcthc best man for the job. Itis possible that the
American people will share their opmlo{l.1 tessite his

‘The President has not bcen afraid, k.cspt o
dependence upon uni\’crs(ﬂ suffrage, to spea 0111( boldly
the truth that is in him. His fearlessness has 1evo eit,h o
always docs, instantlimcouis respo;;sc;.thr(r)liféslegf:;any e

icture of the dead Pope there1s '

{)lllfrsc unquict times the portrait of.a lauglglprg,(;::alirigect)ﬁz
cripple who is dctccirml;l.cd to give a fai

illions who depend on him. .
ml‘lB(r).n N\’icholasp Murray Butler, spgakmg n.obt1 loglioariz
in America, said that New York might 'pOSSIheygqid ome
the next capital of the world. That posni{)n, " and , had
once been occupied by Athcx.ls, thc'n b}If 1Omld, and sinee
by London. He omitted Paris, which I's 1lou ave said
was certainly the capital of the world in the seven
and cighteenth centuries.

L 1H1
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‘It is an interesting prophecy,
filled. The capital of the world is
largest gold reserve, but the city

WAR

and may wel] b, f,]
not the city witl, the
to which the nati
Zation, and to wl
ves when they Wwish to
pinion to events in
€ CXIS1S on the other
Sense of justice than

Europe do seem to suggest that ther
side of the Atlantic to-day, a keener
the Old World retains, a sharper appreciation of values,

a deeper indignation at outrage and a firmer determina-
tion to denounce evil at all costs,

ths, scattered along the
ent there should have
ns cnjoying the greatest
material prosperity of any people in the world.

‘During those two hundred years the American people
have been so busily occupied struggling with nature,
harnessing vast rivers, opening primeval forests, fertilig.
ing deserts, that they have had little of no time to give to
the arts and the humanities,

‘But the first part of their task
Now turning their attention to t
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least possible that in matters of mind .they w1llhma1i<1<:l 3:-
astonishing a progress in as short a time alsdt fey have
alrcady achieved in their conquest of the world o r}r: er.
“These are developments that we should watch w
I it ¢ tion.
closc interest and deep atten .
‘Mecanwhile, so long as the PopfeEuphole r?él Sf)h]aénlg
' 1 raditions of Europe
noblest in the ancient trac Jnc so ong
i ives voice to the hopes and aspira
as the President gives voice . Aspirations
of the New World, none of us nced despair of civilization.




CHAPTER VvIj

THE IDES OF MARCH

IT is possible that the truthful bijogr .

will describe the occupation of Pf;gﬁ:e;nogvﬁcrrhfhdcr
1939, as the greatest mistake of his c;reer, The ZC 15.th’
which the coup was carried out proves that it couals(f lwuh
been accomplished with equal facility at any lat dl e
wheg 1t might have become necessary for militar fr ate,
Coming when it did it conferred little immediqz]c ‘{)asons.
upon'Germany. For a hostile but impotent va;sal Cnef}t
substituted a sullen and rebellious province. It satent
the boundaries of a hated tyranny and éddeﬁlxmnded
numbers of unwilling subjects, thereby increa _to the
work of the secret police and the demand for 4 sing the
dation in the concentration camps. If this had Clsomm(}
sum total of disadvantages incurred they mj heter}l] the
received adequate compensation from the stolegr;1 'Zive
of the Czechs which helped to replenish the ( Wfd th
coffers of the Third Reich. But by far the most imcp eted
result of the rape of Czechoslovakia was the eﬂ'(‘ctp?}rta’?t
produced upon world opinion and upon the poliéic nat it
states principally concerned. softhe

The agreement of Munich had not
enormously the strength of Herr Hitler’s
continent of Europe, but it had also weak
possible opponents, because it had dividec
bitterly resentful at not having been
regard to a settlement as important to
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countries, was more than ever inclined to sink back into
1solation and to play a continually decrcasing part in
the affairs of Europe.

To Poland, who had long been sitting on the fence, it
scemed plain on which side she had better come down,
and she was hastening with profuse congratulations to
the assistance of the victor. The smaller Powers with
greater reluctance, but also with greater trepidation,
were taking the view that their only hope of salvation lay
m making the best terms they could with an all powerful
Germany. They had been sct the example by France,
who shortly before Christmas signed a pact of friendship
with Herr von Ribbentrop, and they were coming to
believe that in no circumstances was any assistance to be
hoped for from Great Britain.

In this country the authors of the policy of appeasement
still believed in its ultimate success, and so long as they
believed in it their approach to the problem of creating
an army lacked cnergy and conviction. In this very
month of March the Government were authorizing
commercial negotiations with Germany and on the day
that the Germans marched, the President of the Board of
Trade was about to set forth on a friendly visit to Berlin.

Indeed the optimism that had long prevailed at Down-
ing Street reached a climax as the fateful day drew near
and on the gth of the month the British Press were
officially authorized on the highest authority to present
their readers with the rosiest picture possible of the
international sitwation.

When therefore in those early March days Herr Hitler
contemplated the panorama of Europe he beheld nothing
that could cause him alarm. Some Powers he had
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tricked into trusting him, others he had forced into fear-
ing him. There was ignorance and friendliness on the
one hand, weakness and apprehension on the other but
nowhere was there preparation on a scale commcns&ratc
with his own and nowhere was there co-operation to
resist him. '

By one act he reversed the whole situation. The
occupation of Prague altered the foreign policy of half
the states of Europe and struck the scales from the cyes of
millions. The mask fell from the face of Nazi Germ
and the hideous features were disclosed. The frequentl
repeated protestations of satisfied ambitions were omitthi
as having served too often their purpose of deceiving the
gullible. The solemn assertion of desiring to include op]
Germans within the Reich was exposed as the lying hum}:
bug it had always been. The nations knew at Jast that
they were faced by a Power that sought world dominion
and that could only be prevented from obtaining it b
force. ’

Russia, so long the object of suspicion, became th
centre of interest. Both sides set about the tagk of wooinC
the Power in whose face both sides had slammed th
portals of Munich. If the Democracies had been mq 5
adroit or more eager they would doubtless have succeed rfl
in winning the support which would have proved dec.is'e
to their cause. Poland in a flash realized the fate t}llvc
awaited her if she, like Czechoslovakia, were to cho "
the easier road of compromise with her enemy — ‘tO}sci
primrose way to the everlasting bonfire’, b

The smaller states, sceing the cffect y
began to recover hope and to rally roun
so soon as they were assured that there
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to German domination. Roumania, Greece and Turkey
flocked to the fold while France formed a more
correct appreciation of the value to be attached to the
Ribbentrop pact.

But it was in Great Britain that the result was most
spectacular. It is not indeed too much to say that the
effect on this country was epoch making, for it produced
a complete reversal of foreign and domestic policy. The
same Government that even the day after the occupation
of Praguc repudiated the possibility of entering into
commitments with foreign countries proceeded almost
immediately to commit Great Britain to take action in
every quarter of Europe to an extent that she has never
before been committed. The same Government that had
refused even to draw up a compulsory register of the
nation’s man power proceeded compulsorily to conscript
the whole youth of the country.

Delays inevitably occurred before the Government
adopted in all its details the policy which some of its
supporters had long been advocating and the additional
spur of the assault on Albania was required to produce
the conversion to conscription. The doubling of the
Territorial Army was a useful step in this direction as it
emphasized the injustice which was being inflicted on
the more patriotic section of the community which was
increased by every fresh sacrifice demanded of them.

During this short period of ultimate hesitation, I
naturally renewed such pressure as I could cxert and
published on March 28th another article in favour of
compulsion.

* * ¥ *
‘Compulsion is a word hateful to Britons. We treasure
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was no ground for alarm nor any cause for interference
with their normal habits.

“They were assured on the best authority that hatreds
in Europe were being damped down, that the barometer
was sct fair, that a golden age of pcace was at hand and
they were encouraged to count their blessings rather
than to sharpen their swords. Those who dared to strike
a warning note were reminded that they had neither the
responsibilities nor the sources of information open to
Ministers and that their criticism, thercfore, was based
on irresponsibility and ignorance. They were con-
temptuously dismissed as “jitterbugs™ or more severely
denounced as warmongers. ‘

‘Tt is therefore of the first importance that this policy
should be reversed and that there should come from the
highest quarters authoritative statements calculated to
leave no doubt in the minds of the people of the mortal
danger that confronts the State.

‘I believe that if; when that knowledge has sunk into
the brains of our fellow countrymen, they are presented
with a series of pamphlets on national service their
reaction will be, “If the situation is as serious as it now
appears, it is too late for the Government to ask us what
we would care to do, it is time that they told us what we
have got to do. We no longer wish to be invited or
cajoled. We want to be commanded and led”.

‘We all remember the man who in the last war adopted
the attitude, “If the Government really want me, let
them come and get me. I shall go gladly but I do not
feel called upon to volunteer”. And it is for this reason
that compulsory service is no greater interference with
NG " .uy},s compulsory taxation. Nobody likes
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paying taxes but everybody re i
nflflzessny. Altho.ugh ?h(-: coll}e]cticfr? %?lf;;e:lzreluurtlilcasam
pulsory, the basis of it is voluntary, for the ¢; rons
tht:: men who vote the taxes. ’ ¢ citizens elect
But_ here one important difference aris
giit}; in the State that denies the necessfts';r
but ﬁeiaypgfari thtgt there exists a very powerful party that
» kely 10 Ith es ;01}1 the necessity of compulsory service
ohe resis aﬁz ot};c‘.e Socialist Party must at all costs b(;
ovetoome and U ctlr consent obtained. The sirﬁplcst
of the resmandbii 0 persuade them to take their share
O ohe respor andl y. They should be asked to join th
¥enerous terms should be offer :
eq‘uall‘y as to personnel and to polic cred them
If in the hour of national emery.
rf:fused to collaborate with the G
t}nued to thwart the policy which
heveél the safety of the countr
stand condemned both in th
at the- bar of history. The prfc::szz;etsiso ittn}“ltfli(;llecmrate and
able time for a General Election. The Social'Y P
| force one. If they do so, their blood wil ot Party can
own head. will be upon their
‘.Conscription is a word that ex
majority of people now believe
Many of those who use it would
there would be much differenc
agreed definition was reached. It is of ¢
Government to say what man power is need: 1111”86 for the
Nol_)Ody wants to recruit numberless battalj oo where.
unt1.1 there are the means of trainin Eﬁnso
: f:qmpment for arming them. s Srecdom the
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“The first thing is to make statutory the right of the
Sovernment to call upon any able-bodied man to per-
orm military service. The next thing is to compile a real
national register, founded of course upon a compulsory
basis, in order that the State may know exactly what are
the resources of man power at 1ts disposal.

‘Knowing then both what arc the demands and what
is the supply the Government will have the task of
making the latter meet the former, apportioning to com-
merce, to industry, to the services and to other require-
ments their proper share. Each man — and perhaps each
woman too — must be told what task they will have to
perform at a time of emergency. Then such steps as may be
possible must be taken to give to cach of them such training
in peace as will render them cfficient for service in war.

“In this way should be carricd out the purpose of pre-

paration — but simultaneously an even more important .

purpose would be served. We should prove to the world
that we arc in earncst —a fact of which the world is
anxiously awaiting proof.

‘Every other country in Europe has long since con-
scripted its man power. If Great Britain still refuses to
do so can it be possible that Great Britain really means
business? Is help to be expected from her, or would it be
wiser to bow to what must otherwise be the inevitable
domination of Germany?

“There was no help for Austria, no help for Czecho-
slovakia, no help for Lithuania. Would there be help for
Switzerland? Would there be help for Denmark? Would
there be help for Poland? These are the questions that
are being asked in Europe. Compulsory service would
give them the answer.’
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are permitted, while such utterances are made, while
such men are at the head of great nations, there can be
no pcace in Europe. The best that can possibly be antici-
pated 1s a continuance of the tension in which we are
now living and an increase of the mad competition in
armaments which is gradually ruining us.

“The haughty challenge has been firmly met. The
Prime Minister of Great Britain has stated that inter-
ference with the independence of Poland, which there
was good reason to anticipate, will not be tolerated, and
the Prime Minister of France has said that he will not
yield an acre of French territory nor a single right that
France possesses.

‘Such language has already produced a salutary effect,
but further steps will be necessary in order to bring fully
into force the latest development of Anglo-Irench policy.

‘First, the Democracies must prove that unity of pur-
pose is not a monopoly of the Totalitarian States. Such
unity indeed, imposed from above by force, may be
impressive to the superficial beholder, but because it is
maintained by force it is rotten at the core, and in the
‘hour of trial its inner weakness will be displayed. In
Great Britain, on the other hand, such divergence of
opinion as does exist is proclaimed from the house-tops
or across the floor of the House of Commons, which is
the same thing, but behind and beneath such outward
manifestations of controversy there exists a profound and
abiding unity of purpose which has only to be called for
in order to appear and to astonish the world, as it did in
1914.

‘Proof of it was apparent twice last week in the House
of Commons — first, when the Prime Minister announc¢ed
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the period during which volunteers are taken away from
their work would constitute an increase in the penalty
which we already impose on patriotism, grecater possibly
than patriotism could bear.

“‘You are asking a great deal of young men who have
to give up the whole of their annual holiday as well as a
great many of their free evenings. You are asking in
some cases cven more of their employers, who have to
dispense with their services for a fortnight of what may
be the busicst season of the year. What increases the
bitterness of the sacrifice is the knowledge that their
unpatriotic competitors are taking advantage of their
patriotism to stcal a march.

‘This unfair, undemocratic and unscientific system
must be abolished. Our yvouthful Dominions have
already set us an example, and we must not lag behind
Australia and New Zealand in adopting some measure
of compulsion. In a dramatic speech during the last
war Mr. Lloyd George accused the Government, of
which incidentally he was himself a member, of having
been too late in all their decisions. We must avoid a
repetition of the same mistake. There is no more tragic
phrase than the words “too late™.

‘Having thus closed our ranks and mobilized our re-
sources, we must join hands with our friends who hence-
forward will be our allies. The time has passed for
haggling over terms or hesitating at commitments.
Small nations and great are threatened with destruction.
The common peril should ensure a common front, but
this can only be achieved by the unqualified undertaking
“all for onc and one for all”. Any nation that joins the
alliance against tyranny and barbarism should be assured
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of the full support to the last man and to the last shilling
of the whole combined alliance.

‘It is still possible, while these words are written, that
the presentation of such combined force will impress the
minds of those with whom force is the only argument.
There is still time for repentance. There is still time for
them to come to the conference table, where their empty
seats have been awaiting them these many yecars, and in
an atmosphere of peace and harmony discuss their
claims. There is still time for those claims to be satisfied
“and for an agreement to be reached whereby armaments,
instead of being increased, would be diminished.

‘Alas, there are two obstacles in the way of such a
happy conclusion. One of the Dictators has said that he
does not desire lasting peace, and the other has proved
that his word can never be trusted.

‘So, while still hoping for the best, we must prepare
for the worst. Nor need we fear that that worst will
prove too terrible. We have frightened one another long
enough with tales of London lying in ruins and the end
of civilization. Our defences are in order, our plans are
made, our resources are immense, our hearts are stout.
Stern trials await us. We shall face them with the forti-
tude with which our fathers faced them in the, past,
believing, as they did, that it is better to die as free men
than to live as slaves.’

In the weck following the publication of the article
the unprovoked attack upon Albania took place which
will be dealt with in the following chapter. The ultimate
effect of this event has already been referred to but while
it seemed still uncertain what that effect would be, 1
wrote another article urging a morc imaginative policy
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in dealing with the refugee problem and suggesting that
some use should be made of this accession of man power
in order to increase our fighting services.

* * * *

‘The recign of terror which the Nazi party have
established in Germany and which has been extended to
every country that falls under German domination has
created a new problem for the rest of the world.

“There are some hundreds of thousands of homeless
people whose crime is either that they have held political.
opinions of which Herr Hitler does not approve, or that
they have running in their veins the blood of the race
which gave us the Bible and which is the object of Herr
Hitler’s undying hatred. When the history of this dark
period comes to be written and the relapse of so large a
part of Europe into barbarism is recounted, other
nations will be largely judged by the attitude that they
adopted towards the victims of the new persecution.

‘The ordinary Englishman, kind-hearted but un-
imaginative, is inclined to shrug his shoulders and ex-
claim: “It is all very terrible, but it is not our business.
We have our own unemployed to think of first; charity
begins at home. Am I my brother’s keeper?” With thes_e
familiar tags he salves his conscience and goes on his
way.

‘When recently one small party of refugees, who had
succceded in reaching this country, were carried shriek-
ing back to the airplane for deportation, our casy con-
sciences reccived a sharp twinge, which was, ho\_vcver,
satisfactorily relieved on the following day when it was
reported that this particular party had, after all, been
allowed to remain. But this case was not an isolated one
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‘ ably produce a diminished demand for labour. Itseemed

obvious, but it was not true. The result of introducing
machinery has been an enormous increase in the demand
for labour and in the population. Anincrease in the popu-
lation, however produced, increases the demand for goods
and therefore increases production.

“The Home Secretary stated in the House of Commons
last December that 11,000 refugees had been scttled in
Great Britain and as a result about 15,000 workers had
been employed who would not otherwise have been
employed. Throughout our history until the present
time we have always welcomed to our shores those who
were flying from persecution and we have always been
well rewarded for the welcome that we gave.

‘A volume might be written on the contribution that
refugees have made to the development of our industries.
Now for the first time we have reversed this policy.

‘There would possibly be some excuse for such a reversal
of policy if we were already faced with the problem of
over-population and if the continued increase of it was
likely to cause grave embarrassment in the near future.
The opposite is unfortunately the case.

‘In a work entitled The Population Problem, by Mr. T. H.
Marshall, it is stated that if the present decline in popula-
tion continues this country will, within the lifetime of
people now living, be reduced to nearly half its popula-
tion, and that this process will continue.

‘The author writes: “The only things that can stop it
are a rcturn to larger families than we have to-day or
great and continued immigration from abroad.”

‘In the face of scientific facts like these, the policy of

turning away useful, able-bodied, hard-working, honest
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immigrants is a policy of criminal lunacy.
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‘In this matter, as in so many, sound policy coincides
with sound ethics. Ifit were not so, the ethical argument
ought still to outweigh the political. Even if it meant
imposing a burden on our over-burdened pcople, even
if it meant a few more living on the dole and slightly
higher rates and taxes, even so it would surely be the
duty of a country that has so long had the enviable
reputation of being a home for the wanderer and a haven
for the persecuted, to maintain that reputation in a
period when there are more wanderers and more
persecuted than ever before.

‘Charity should no doubt begin at home but it should
not end there, for if it does it is likely to lose the quality
of charity altogether and 1o become sclf-interest.

“The cry “Am I my brother’s keeper?” was the excuse
of the first murderer and the reply to it throughout the
ages has been a thunderous affirmative.’

On April 25th it was announced that the Government
had decided to introduce compulsory military service
and two days later the Prime Minister moved a motion
on the subject in the House of Commons.

I made a short speech in the course of the debate that
followed — T said:

‘We all regret, T am sure, that a Division has to be
taken in this House this cvening. It s too late, of course,
to appeal to the leaders of the Opposition to reverse the
decision that they have already taken. Personally, I
think that if those who will study to-morrow the figures
in the lobby could read also the speeches that have been
delivered to-night, the effect of those figures would be far
less harmful than I am afraid it is likely to be. We have
not heard, even from the benches opposite, any very

181



THE SECOND WORLD WAR

violent denunciation of the prine .
which is what we are really dI'IzCUS;:l.llfl);(? gogor;F ulsion,
have devoted large portions of their speeches t.o& c{rr}l?crs
of the Goverr}ment’s foreign policy and of the criticism
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man doing his duty as we consider it necessary for the
State, is one on which I should have thought there could
be no two opinions in the Labour Party, and it seems to
me that the Labour Party are once again missing one of
their great opportunitics. I believe myself that it is due
unfortunately to the influence that is exercised on the
party by the Trades Union Congress, and if there were
any members of the Carlton Club who showed Leftist
tendencies, I think thev should be recommended to take
a coursc of Conservatism from the Trades Union Con-
gress. The Hon. Member who has just sat down told us
that it would be impossible for the Trades Union
Congress to alter a decision except at an annual con-
ference.’

Mr. Hicks: *No.”

‘Well, except at a special conference. That shows that
even the machinery of the Trades Union Congress is
somewhat unwicldy. The principle of conscription is one
which, as the Hon. Member for East Woolwich suggested,
is not the basis of the Totalitarian States. The principle
of calling on every man to do his duty in defence of the
State is as old as democracy itself. It was revived in
Europe by the French Revolution, it was abandoned by
the French Government under Napoleon III, the least
democratic government the French have ever had, and
it was restored again by the Third Republic. Tt 1s a
principle which admits and insists upon cquality, a
principle which is opposed to privilege and favouritism.

‘The Right Hon. gentleman quoted the Prime
Minister’s statement that it was the injustice of the present
system which was responsible for the decision that has
recently been taken. I think the Prime Minister is correct
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in saying that the voluntary principle is unjust now
whereas it was not unjust in the past. When we coyld bc,
satisfied with a very small Territorial Army, we could
depend almost entirely on people joining it because the
liked soldiering. There is an enormous number of peo lz
to whom the military profession appeals, who do Eot
mind giving up a certain number of nights in the year to
drilling, and who thoroughly enjoy a fortnight a year in
camp. I remember that before the War and before ther
was a Territorial Army, when I was at school. I joine§
the Volunteers, but it never occurred to me tha’t I should
do so because it was my duty. I am not sure it would
have had a great effect upon me if T had thought so
The alternatives that presented themselves. to my mir d
" were whether or not it would be fun. At that time t}ll
majority of boys at my school did not join the Volu :
teers, but I thought that on the whole it might ron-
amusing, and so I joined. So long as a very Emvﬁ
Territorial Army was sufficient, one could rely upon tha
supply of young men who liked to join, but now hualt
dreds and thousands of young men who do not lilril-
drilling at all, who hate to spend a fortnight in cam ;
who much prefer to spend a large portion if not ;ll p}‘
théir annual holiday elsewhere, and whose industr'ol
and professional career might be seriously interfered w'ltah
by training — hundreds and thousands of them :
ing now solely because they think it is their dy
others, who also may think it is their duty,
ing. That is why what worked quite justly
system has become injustice to-day.
“The cry for the conscription of wealth has been raised
as it always is on these ox(é(;asmns, by Hon. Members

are jOiII—
tY> \VllilC
are not join-
under the olq
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opposite, and I would like to ask what they really mean
by the conscription of wealth. Do they mean the con-
fiscation of all private profit> I do not think they do. I
maintain that the conscription of wealth, in the sense in
which we are asked in this House to approve the principle
of conscription, exists to-day. The Government elected
by the people have the right —and nobody has ever
questioned it — to take any portion of a man’s private
wealth from him. My Right Hon. friend the Chancellor
of the Exchequer told us only two days ago the exact
proportion of our private wealth which he needed to
take this year. The principle exists and is effective. Hon.
Members may say that you ought to take a great deal
more, but that is simply a question of the administration
of the principle. Some Hon. Members this cvening have
suggested that we should make a greater demand on the
youth of the country than is being made. Some people
think that we should start at 18 or 19 years of age and
carry on to 22, 23, or 24 years of age. That is a difference
of administration, a difference of degree, but not a
difference of principle. Equally, whether you should
have a tax of 10s. or of 1gs. in the £ is a difference
of degree, not of principle. The principle of the con-
scription of wealth in this country exists to-day and has
existed for years.

‘T am sorry that the Right Hon. gentleman the Mem-
ber for Caithness and Sutherland [Sir A. Sinclair] was
unable to approve of the Government’s proposals to-night.
I think he was rather sorry himsclf, although it secems to
me that there is much greater difficulty for the Liberal
Party than for the Labour Party in accepting this inter
ference with individualism. I was not surprised that
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Right Hon. and gallant friend the Member for New-
castle-under-Lyme [Colonel Wedgwood] who, as he said
himself, would be prepared to do anything and to
swallow any principle in order to defeat the enemy, yet
found this an extremely difficult principle to swallow.
The Liberal Party have long stood for individualism, for
laisser-faire, for Free Trade — all excellent things in their
time —, for all of which philosophies as philosophies there
is a great deal to be said. But they have one thing in
common with the late Mr. Gladstone against thcm,lmd
that is that they are stone dead. T think the most effective
part of the specch of the Right Hon. gentleman the
Member for Caithness and Sutherland was not that ip
which he was questioning the principle of compulsion
but that in which he violently attacked the suggestiori
that it should be limited to men of one age onI\yK. I re-
turned only this morning from Paris, and I can assure
the House that the effect of the announcement there of
this new development in policy was electric. ] was
addressing the English colony on Monday evening and
they all asked me one question. In my speech on Monda
evening I was rash enough to say that I wag C(m}i
vinced that sooner than any of them ¢xXpected, com-
pulsion would be adopted in this country. thn, it w
adopted on the following day, I got no credit for makin
that rash, though, as it subsequently proved tru%
prophecy. They all thought that I was “ip the fcnow”
and that I had received private information
indeed, I had not. But in France there has bc’cx
on for many wecks an intensive anti-British ¢
It has always been the policy of Germany, bo
battlefield and in the council chamber, to diy
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Britain from France. It was with that object that she
launched her armies in March 1918, and so nearly
achieved it. She has had the same object in mind
during March and April 1939. In 1918 the attack was
thrust back and the situation was saved by the pro-
motion of Marshal Foch to the supreme command. In
the same way attack on Great Britain in Paris and
throughout France this year has been defeated by the
decision of His Majesty’s Government to adopt the
compulsory principle.

‘Preparations are going on very rapidly in France —
much more rapidly than we are led to believe by the
announcements in the Press. It is not the policy of the
French to say too much of what they are doing, but in
every household and in every shop you find that things
are being delayed, that orders are not being carried out,
owing to men — middle-aged men — being called back
to the colours for a short period of intensive training. I
asked whether the men who were called up ever grumbled
and I was informed that such was never the case. On the
contrary, so my informant said, most of the men look
back to their year or two years of military training as the
happiest period of their lives. They have left school, they
have got away from the tiresome control of the peda-
gogue, and they have not vet entered on the daily task,
on the irksome and responsible and often dreary drudgery
of working life. For a year or two they are care-free.
They are associated with men of their own age, all on
the threshold of their carcers. When the short day’s duty
is done, they arc free to amuse themselves as they wish,
and when, in after vears, they are called up for a week or
two, they go back {rom their work and sometimes from
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their homes, with consider i >

to recapturin‘g for a short pae?“lif)cgilvllclgt Th'ey 1001'( forward

fort.unate existence, is the freedom

Wth'h many people would like to re

possible.

‘This, as has been explaj i ;

is only to be a temporaﬁy SZSSEZc.thszI;S}TeC by mister,

temporary or not, I cannot say that T sharr 1;1 e

which have been expressed of jts eventually becctorflifmrs
lg a

part of our national life. T thipk ;
. . nk in all
cracies of the world where it exists, it is e great dem.
, 1t 1

Capture if it were

er.lj(.)}'fment to our pcople and 3
divisions of class which cause so muc
cagsed so much ill-will in the past, an
as 1t has in those other countries z: SO
backbone of democracy.’ ’
It will be seen that T spoke immedj
Hicks, l?ut that I made little comment (;n the s
ilad de.hvere(l. I had felt more sympathy wliLt}SPCCCh e
hzg flezsldlthazln I e})lcpres.sed., and T felt aftcrwa:-d‘:}tlﬁ,t h;
had hard y done him justice. In pressing the '1‘1 o
cription on the Government | had 111 v Loption
upon the Importance of obtaining the c:) A eited
the trade union movement in introducropm:auon of
Government, acting in haste after long deh;ng;ng. | he
Y, had denjeg

themselves the time to seek th
: ¢ goodw; :
o goodwill of (}e Trade

br.idge over those
h l-will, and have
d that it wi] prove
und foundation an(i

ately after My
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Unions. I hoped that it was not too late to correct this
error and the following weck I published an article on
the subject:

* * * *

‘In the important debate that took place in the House
of Commons last week on the subject of conscription,
there was no speech delivered that deserves greater
attention than that of Mr. George Hicks, Member of
Parliament for East Woolwich and General Secretary
of the Amalgamated Union of Building Trade Workers
of Great Britain and Ireland.

‘It was in the first place the speech of a patriot. No-
body has cver doubted, though many are occasionally
inclined to forget, the sound patriotism of the trade
unionists.

“ “We love our country. Make no mistake about that,”
said Mr. Hicks.

‘The plain statement, devoid of rhetoric, carried con-
viction to the heart. It came as a timely reminder to
some of us who feel so passionately in favour of conscrip-
tion at the present time, that in moments of controversy
we are tempted to question the honesty of the conviction
of others.

‘There was evidence also of the native shrewdness of
the British trade unionist. Rcferring to the speech that
Herr Hitler was then about to deliver, Mr. Hicks ex-
pressed the view that if it were extremely bellicose and
threatened immediate war, there would be no cause for
alarm, but that if it was of a pacific character, if the soft
pedal were applied, then we had better look out.

‘And the warning was accompanicd by an expressive
wink which would have convinced anybody who saw it
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that whomever else H i
err Hitler ma decei :
never be able to bamboozle the Britisl}ll W(()?I(‘:}(();I‘ig’ e vl
; g man.

the assurances of the F threr
‘It is devoutly to be hoped 'th hi j
dor will at last grow tired of aotb . MaJCSty’s ~mbass
Herr von Ribbcntrop’s doorste afle
by the sniggering flunkeys in oid)cr
fepresentative of Jugoslavia.

Trade unionists, howe
they.n:lay be, are, like many of ys

qualities often carry their de
of patriotism is self.

ness is suspicion.
notlj{un{)lllng through M. Hicks’s

mak(éei,n: asyssetréif; ofmr]ury. “We were doing our b

been adonce work successfully; why paq angi}t to
wamtey opted menout} con.?ult’lng us? If the Govern )1cr
have done our best ‘:} 1}'/ . ey Y o? We ‘;:c;l]t
‘It is difficult not ¢ OfSUPPIY from.” -

plaint. The trye 2 ven possibly, Dathy wicl the ¢
It could not be sqid?}iwer’ Possibly, could poy be gi (?fn-
onty g foz t}cl d that the Government thcmselvg ?Cn‘
st ppade Ita} Cl; minds — op changed therrl1 \Cs 1ad
fast Govem’mc;it_t e (rleluctance of certain mf:rn})at~,thC
been g fmment and not the legst important Cl}.S i
consultation withvf}fcoglc that no time g been I\f o
rsulia e bposition, if the an o for
made before Herr Hitler Spoke Houncement
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“The Trades Union Congress do not like to be hustled.
They are a slow-moving body, slower than the Cabinet,
and they were very badly hustled last week.

‘If a man who Is inclined to be suspicious, finds
himself hustled in a crowd, he will immediately suspect
that somebody is trying to pick his pocket. The trade
unionists, who are exceptionally prone to suspicion,
finding themselves hustled into conscription, suspect
immediately that there is a hidden trap and that the
rights which they have fought for so steadfastly and cling
to so tenaciously may be in danger.

‘In the calling to the colours of a single category of
men they detect the very thin end of an enormous wedge.

“The trade unions represent a very important section
of the manhood and the opinion of the country. They
have been flustered and offended. Their pride has been
hurt and their suspicions aroused. They have gone off
on the wrong tack. It is of the highest importance that
their energies should be reorientated in the right direc-
tion. Here is a problem of statesmanship that should not
prove impossible of solution.

‘There is nothing in the philosophy upon which trade
unionism is based which quarrels with the principle of
conscription. Trade unionists believe that the state
should insist upon the employer observing certain rules
and paying certain wages even though it be possible and
profitable for him to do otherwise.

‘They believe that men have a duty to the State and
that the State should insist upon their doing that duty.

“The first duty of a citizen when the State is in danger
is to defend it.  Why should trade unionists object to
the State insisting upon the performance of that duty?
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‘I have recently received a copy of a deeply interesting
document which has been addressed to Sir Walter
Citrine by a dozen signatories who describe themselves
as members of the rank and file of the Trade Union
Movement.

“The covering letter is dated April 26th, but the printed
manifesto which it encloses and which is headed “Con.
scription and the Unions” must have been drawn y
before it was known that the Government intended to
introduce conscription last week. The message it conveys
is short and simple:

¢ “Is 1t not time the working man began to think? It
is he who will take the can back, if war comes, It is he
who will be fighting in the trenches while the bombers
smash in his little home . . . Let us speak now before it
is too late. Our homes, the progress of our class, the:
peace and freedom of this country and of the world de- A
mand that this country be put under orders no,w%
orders to wealth as well as labour — orders to the
country as a whole. . . .

¢ “Compulsion has no terrors for the working man
He has known it all his life. All his life the working man
has fought for freedom. Ifhe can teach this lesson to the
country now, he can yet save the country and world
freedom.” '

“The document concludes with a programme includin
restriction of profits, drastic measures to deal with ung-
employment, compulsory training, civil or military, with
compensation for dependents and expansion o’f the
armament programme without interference with the
social services.

‘I hope and believe that these opinions
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many of the more vigorous and thoughtful members of
the working class and that they have only to be more
widely preached in order to find almost universal accep-
tance.

‘Meanwhile, it is for the Government to heal the
breach with the trade unions, which should never have
been allowed to occur, to meet them half-way —and
further than half-way if that be necessary — in order to
unite in policy and action a people that are already

united 1n heart.’



CHAPTER VIII
ITALY

WaEN Mr. Eden resigned from the Cabinet in Fcbruary
1938, the immediate issue between him and the Prime
Minister was whether or no an effort s
that time, to settle our differences with Italy and to cop-
clude a friendly agreement. Behind this Immediate issye
there existed other broader and profounder divcrgencics
of view. Since I had Joined the Cabinet I had

hould be made at

had handled the problems of forcign affairs during the
two years that he had occupiced the position of Sccretary
of State.' The only subject upon which I had ever
differed from him was that which eventually led to hig
resignation.

I bad believed that when the Abyssinian war was over
and sanctions had 'been withdrawn, we should have lost

no time in restoring our friendship with Ttaly. Tt had
seemed to me that this should be possible

because both sentiment and self-interest ¢
the Italian people anxious for good rel
Britain. In the Italian struggle for liberty during the
nineteenth century, the Germang and Austrians had
been the enemies of Italy, the English and Frenel, had
been her friends. If Germany should p
her efforts to dominate the continent
would be quite unable to hold her ow
S0 great a neighbour, and would ry
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rove successful in
of Europe, Italy
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pidly sink to the

> L ) acquired -
a sincere admiration for the manner in which Mr. Eden

ations with Great .
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position of a vassal state. If, on the other hand, 'E'ngland
and France succceded in thwarting the ambitions of}
Germany, and in maintaining the fr.eedom of t?e srriiller
states, Italy knew that she had nothing to fear from . osg
who were her allies in the last war, and had remaine
her good friends until 1935. Italy is more \}lzulnerable tg
naval attack than any other country in Europe, an |
therefore has most to fear from an enemy 'w.ho possesses '
a powerful fleet. Until 1935, Signor Mussolini had p{)otﬁd
himself a friend of peace in Europe. Peace was badly
needed for the completion of his work at home, and peac?‘ .
could be most easily secured by lending the support o

~ Ttaly to the peace-loving democracies. No man had de-

nounced more sternly than Signor Mussolini the brutal
murder of Herr Dolfuss by Nazi agents, and no man had
employed more opprobrious and scathing terms than he
in describing the present rulers of Gcrmapy. .

For all these reasons I had hoped that it might prove
possible to come to an agreement with a man whos(‘ic
carlier work in his own country I had adrrzlrc‘d,. an ‘.‘
therefore, while T deeply regretted Mr. Eden s}llei;gna;s
tion, I sincerely supported the policy which the Prim

inj hen pursued. .
1\/14;:t15ttchrct tlimcpof the assassination of Dolfuss, Signor

"+ Mussolini had mobilized on the Brenner Pass, and Herr

Hitler had then abandoned his intended assault upo,n
Austria. When in March 1937, a month after Mf} I?dgnii
rcsignation, the German rape 9{ Austria wais flrt tlcacn(i o
appcared that Signor Mussolini was l]Ot‘COllﬁl‘l c i
was believed that he had keenly I’Cscn.tcd this Slg.n ° S
declining prestige. At the time of Munich the;e \INaS goc;d
reason for thinking that if war had resulted, Italy wou
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have hesitated to take part. She h
Preparations to do so. On the inte
which was then set up to deli
Czechoslovakia, T w
Germany’s demand
representative.
- Still, therefore, clinging to the hope of improved rela-
tions with Italy, T wrote the following article which
appeared on November 22nd:

ad made hardly any
rnational commission‘
mit the frontiers of
as told that the only resistance that
$ encountered came from the Italian

* ¥* * *
‘Last week saw the conclusion at Rome of the final
stages of the Anglo-Italian Agrcement.  That event

should re-establish those thappy relations which have
existed between the two peoples since Italy first became a
united nation.

“The links that hold us together are of far greater
antiquity and belong to the very\earliest days of our
history. For a period as long as that which now divides
us from the earliest colonization of America, Britain was
a Roman province. For four hund

lived here, bringing with them
leaving the tradition of it behind.

“That tradition remained

a living thing in spite of the
efforts of the barbarians, who.came after the Romans left
and sought to obliterate it. Nor have we been unmindfu]

of the debt that we owe to Italy. When in the last century
the Italian people were held down under a cruel and
foreign despotism, the British people sympathized with
their sufferings and applauded their efforts to free
selves from the alien tyranny.
‘When one of their o
flogging of women visit

their civilization and

them-

ppressors who had ordered the

ed London, the common people
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red years the Romans \

ITALY

nd
: the streets. A
rose in fury and hunted him througl;'hhmcn e was 0
G‘ ibaldi was as great a hero to Englis
ariba S as g
Talians. \ fast as weeds, and misleading state-
Talse belich gm\; rep .ucd sufficiently often in Ordlcr
- : P reped N . the
‘nts » only to be rey ‘ is that
mtll;ts o ted as facts. One such Smt'cmmll)tictatorships
¢ accepted as facts L <
tOorld is dli)\'idcd at the present [1@1( tmrt(zhcv must fight
N I Democracies and that sooner or late )
and Democracies: .
one another. ) oves the falsity of this belief.
's reflection proves t ho
A moment s ¢ CC} ] f the Dictators, and one w i
: .t ruthless o A i 25 recently
»f the most rut ) n, has rec _
O'Il'locu( ht the most fundamental rev 0~1uF10l (,)f the reign of
\N, ~QC§1 awav. Yet during the greater pl}'rmc 0 be called
K‘Ih t ‘}1 1‘ Kemal -— or Atawurk, as he '([‘d by avere more
Tustaph: < . vk
1rlcl'g)i()m hetween Great Britain and lil th(}IIY improved
1 m(oni(n.ls than thev have ever been, an
\ar s the ) ‘
steadily. ears prospered under a dlCt.a_-
as for some vears prosp : . te
Portugal has for Sml bonds of friendship which uni
. X . " ¢ bonds . . sent
al system, and vet th . heir anc
torial syst 1(’10‘[ 1y have lost nothing of t
us to our oldest ally
- C-
force. be given both from the pr
‘Further examples could be g i proof were required,
sent and from the past, 10 prove, 1 plf overnment and
that Ln'niom under different ‘tO{mS :)rcgmain the best of
e -eligious behels car
holding different religious .
fricads with onc another countries but the aggmsSll\c]le
] > dictator ¢ ' he world.
‘It is not the dicta - seace of the
countries that are a menace to the }())(; always, and the
Sometimes the two coincxdc,.but n iu‘tercstinq case In
t-war history of Ttaly provides an )
post-war history ) .
i . i of
point. h on Rome until the invasion
‘Fr he march
rom the
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Abyssinia — 5 period of {hireep vears -——no  cloud
troubled the blue sky of Anglo-Itali;m relations, and
during the whole of that period the influence of Signor

ussolini in the councils of Europe way definitely on the
side of peace.

oncerning the Abyssinian episode, the less said now
the better, When o)q friends e reconciled after a

quarrel, it ig always dangerous fop them to discuss its
original caygse, Such iscussion, begun in the friendliest
atmosphere, yer

y often ends iy, an explosion, and the
quarrel beging 5 over

again. Let the past therefore be

forgotten, and let g turn oyy €Yes to the futare,

‘The Prospect is not discouraging. The
No reason why the intep
Italy shoylq ever clagh.
consolidate anq develop her Empire, Hep European
frontiors are satisfactory, she hag Scepe for colonization
in Africa, and her highly-ci\'ilizcd Population abominate
war,

re seems to be
Ttain and those of
‘gent need of peace to

two clouds on the horizon, one is the

Continuance of the Spanjsp, ragedy and the other is
the apparont reluctance of Italy tq extend to France
th(:: goodwill that she has showy, to Great Britain,

ith regard to the fo S 1t becomes increasingly

Ver accept defeat, so it
bl}.’ urgent to fin , solution which will
not be wholly Uisatisfactory both

[4 .

. 'Hicultics

ttlemeny, they
mountable if approache(

Spirit of determlnation
‘Our own Governme

are thag stand in the way
should ot prove insur-

by the Statesmen of Europe in a
and goodwil].
nt haye €Xpres

sed the view that the
198

ITALY

he peace of
ace to the p -
ppanish situation s no ]()llgcrla;;c(intlizit such optimism
: e © to be ho
Europe. Tt is devoutly
will be justified. . '« fundamental to our
‘Our friendship with France 1 lowed to disturb it.
: icy: nothing can be a owed Ty is to
formqn policy: n - I friendship with Italy i 1
. if our restorec sh o wi
Therefore, if our rest ) . with France
flourish '1;1 imnprovement in hes xclatlogsqn improvement
be r(“duircd The only obstacle to such ¢
. ' ‘hoa ion. ]
remams the Spanish q“csfl?)m(mslv referred to as the
“What Napoleon (iom(lnllmclv 10 his ultimate down-
: S 1buted la SRy MY . Europe.
Spanish ulcer contri et prove fatal to Europ
Pili Such another ulcer may yet prove fat:
G : ‘oical attention. .
.. surgical at ) site
It demands instane o Latin sisters remain on oppos e
‘So long as the 1wo " {e, so long must the magica
; “the Spanish barricac e, s S,
sides of (he Spanish + litde in practice.
" mean very litde in |
word “il])})(rusmnvm MEan very sely bound by blood and
“The Ttalians are even more closely es, and the French
histor}; l(i the French than o ourselves, ¢
) sl Tween us. .
have often served as a link b(l“:hC spirit of the Renais-
‘It was through France tlia}t (hc‘roturninq troops of
: ame back with % ¢ England
Sance, which came b ally reached Eng )
S(z}llril'(u(“l’c: VIII from Italy. C\‘C{l[l{d”y ;cznd Italy have
"m(i c\'i‘r since the culwres of Franc
< N <
been closcly allicd. { patriot, who died not longFagO ;
’ ot Ja B - renc
< at reat 0Ct anc } . . - C&l\lng
G ']Ih'htl[ ‘gd' \ni)mnzio — Was bllmgllf‘l’ b}s)tinq it must be
\ a])lil[(qlti'lll ‘\\‘itil cqual facility and ;Imrllsltcd *G’Crmany_
and Itali: s he distrt ,
. . a5 ch as he iterrancan and
d, England as mu . diterranca
ad‘lgllll::‘crﬂ’i“ P]lg‘“"(" and to sparc in thif}i{‘i for the French,
long tho inoul coast of Northern Afric:
a'on N . British Emupires.
SR iitish Emp i rred
the Lialian and the B:,qo]c for freedom, already refe
‘T ’s great struggle fo
n Italy’s ¢
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to, it was the French who sent not only sympathy but
armed force to her assistance, armed force w
mately proved decisive.

‘In these days of fate it is to be hoped that Italy will not
be forgetful of her past and will realize where and with
whom her true interests must lie in the future.

Unfortunately, during the week that followed the
publication of this article, there occurred in the Italian
Chamber of Deputies that curious episode when the
majority of those present raised with great entl
the cry of “Tunis, Corsica, Nice’.
were treated in Paris with the
they seemed none the less to sh
immediate hope of improving the
existed between France and Ita]

There were many who thoug
stances it would be well for the
Foreign Secretary to postpon
nounced visit to Italy. T did
when they set forth in the earl
article on the subject which a

hich ulti-

siasm
Although such claims
erision theyv deserved,
ut the door upon any
strained relations which
y.

ht that in these circum-
Prime Minister and the
¢ their previouy
not share that View and
y days of 1939 1 WIgte an

ppeared on January | o),
* ok %k ¥

‘To-day the Prime Minister

. of Great Britain an(g the
Foreign Secretary set forth upon the road to Rom, ¢
would require a volume to giv :

€ a brief account of falyous
.rr}edleval and modern tilr‘c&,
1sit of this week wil] pr

ove as\\
he world as any that has ever

journeys to Rome in ancient,
Yet it may happen that the v
Important in the history of t
taken place.

‘The two statesmen u
responsibilities now rest
will and the God’s spee

pon whose shoulders such grave
must carry with them th,

. € good-
d of all their fellow countrfmen.
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Theirs is a high task. They bring to it great qualities
dignity, integrity and courage. . he wisdom of this
‘Some have expressed doubts as tOPt-',ﬁc Ministcr did
visit, others have regretted that the .fl rn‘ing, what he
not tell the House of Commons before 9“ is little force
intended 10 sav when he ﬁ“‘l"“di There lsd ods of the
in cither criticism. We may prefer -tht:qgn::as]conduCth
old diplomacy when all important })“Tm( nd when the
by trained and experienced spectalists, 1ly to confirm
heads of States —- if they met at all - 111101 only
formally agreements already rc;_ulu‘(.l ever much we
‘But we must move \\-itl} the qu‘;" lf)r\xlcs are moving.
may deplore the directionn \\'lnd1 l . u,-} lL» ‘lcadcrs is a
Direct communication between ‘.(‘"\pm\];”' 'UC which no
modern development in di})l()]]l&\ll‘c techniq
single counury can afford to ngg](‘{(}-f rmation should be
‘As for the suggestion that fu}lm infor ‘]L ey are to
given in advance of (‘(»11\1‘1"53(‘101“’.“‘hl( “11 infoglnation,
be profitable must also be C()nilcl.cntmlf SF(vlllomevcr gave
if given, could only hamper the 1ll)f’l'l)"’1 W s the Totali-
it.‘ The Democracies must trust Ih(‘lrlc‘l,( (\IS ‘ When the
tarian States are compelled to trust th(uls.‘ et con-
democratic Jeaders are no longer trusted there €
stitutional methods of replacing them.
‘We do not know what matters ;”.C-t
Rome, hut of one thing we can b(j cet { by the people of
m which our Ministers will bt: recel® E( nthusiasm of an
Italy. Tt will not be the rc-glmcmcl( x:rs of ;l distrustful
official reception, the (~o-ordmat€‘dl§ Iifo articipate in a
and half-resentful populace, comperice 'torI;
national welcome to distinguished ‘1511 Jamation of a
‘It will be the heartelt, whole-lun Nt aq: ‘

to be discussed at
ain — the manner
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great people, fortified with true knowledge of their own
istory, paying spontaneous tribute to the representatives
Ol a country that has ever been their firmest friend, a.nd
adding to it a personal greeting of gratitude and aflection
to the man who they believe did more than any other to
preserve at a critical moment the peace of Europe.

‘But when the tumult and the shouting dies, when the
real business begins in the tranquillity of the council
chamber, what then is going to be dem
representatives? What are t}
to those demands? What ar
These are the questions th
minds of all who are interes

‘Let us therefore in the fi
and ambitions of Italy,
as to how far they are
can be met.

‘Italy is a Mediterran
Power whose whole exi

anded of our
1cy going to give in response
e they going to get in return?
at are occupying to-day the
ted in foreign affairs.

rst place be clear as to the aims
and endeavour to form an opinion
Justified and to what extent they

¢an power. She is the only Great
stence 1s centred in the Mediter-

Eastern and her
Mediterranean is a matter of life or death.

‘If the Mediterranean were closed to the merchant
ships of Britain they could tr

avel at some inconvenience
and delay round the Ca

pe of Good Hope, but if it were
closed to the merchant ships of Ttaly she would forfeit
86 per cent of her foreign trade, and ruin would stare her
in the face.

“The Mediterranean is an inland sea to which there are
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e ardanelles, and
three entrances - the Suci)(dllldl: i:lco?:hCSC cntr;mCCS
. [ T Vver Nnor ;
the Straits of Gibraltar. ol
. chte ol.
does Ttaly exercise the slightest contr 1, but in fact under
“The first is in theory international, hich the British
the control of a French company, 1lnl .
. 1 chareholder. .
Government is the principal sl_ldldlfffrm,kcv and the third
“The second 1s in the possession o sion of Gibraltar.
is dominated by the British posscsﬂ?ll resent the fact that
‘Tt is not unnatural that Ttaly should res mare nostrum —
the sca which she considers !161’ 'OwnPSC\ter set Over cvery
should have a sentry of a foreign 10(()1 exists a grievance
: - well be contended €2
gate. Here it may we . ound.
for which a remedy might casily bc fo is the vast territory
‘Ttaly’s principal forcign possesion T' adjacent to the
of Libya in Northern Africa, 0 CIO?S}'C‘H J‘as almost to
southernmost point of the }sland 0 \11 ny side of it lies
form a sccond Straits of Gibraltar. « (}rcg uently in the
the French province of Tunis, wl}mh has vee(rll France and
past proved a source of contentign betw
Italy. ‘e been satisfac-
"lyhosc troubles were supposed to llla‘ifct\v'een Signor
torily settled by a treaty CO’K:ludC( ~. That was the
Mussolini and Monsicur _La\'al\ mbl.g?i)?xia when it was
year of the Italian invasion of A dys,s-ll of, France. Part
important for Italy to have the goo .“l\{ussolini’s agree-
of the price paid for that gOOd““” was ‘bcCOming French
ment to all ITtahan school.s n T_um;ls :n Tunis becom-
schools in 1945 and all Ttalian nation
ng French citizens in 19'6?.} has received all the ben;a-
“This treaty, from which he has recc s, has recently
fits and fulﬁ?l,cd none of the lel%zlltéonr’occdure is as
been denounced by Mussolini. 1he Prot
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simple as to promise to pay a man on Saturday for work
performed on Monday, and, the work having been
performed, to call the agreement off in the middle of the
week.

‘That there is a large Ttalian population in Tunis
nobody denies, and that the French may be unsympa-
thetic with the aspirations of foreign nationals in their
colonial possessions 1s possibly the case, but there is a
right and wrong way of approaching every problem, and
the finding of a satisfactory solution must largely depend
upon the way in which the problem is approached.

“The wrong way is obviously the unilateral denuncia-
tion of a treaty before the obligations imposed by it have
been performed. Still worse are the vociferations of
responsible officials on an occasion of state.

‘The parrot cry “Tunis, Corsica, Nice!” might be
pardonable if raised by a mob of excited and ignorant
students. But it was initiated, not it seems without in-
structions and rehearsal, by the Italian Chamber of
Deputies sitting not far from where once the Roman
Senate sat.

‘If it be true that the Duce dreams of restoring the
Roman Empire in all its glory, he should remember that
“gravitas” was the distinguishing characteristic of a
Roman in Rome’s greatest days, and that in the Senate
House the Conscript Fathers retained their dignity cven
when they had lost their power.

‘Ttaly has no stronger claim to Nice than France has to
Naples. Corsica once belonged to England, but never to
Italy. These, however, are Franco-Italian matters in
which Great Britain is not directly concerned, and there
will doubtless be sufficient Anglo-Italian questions in the
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i le
- . Fast to provide amp
Mediterrancan and the Near East P
material for discussion. ‘ ard such ques-
“The attitude of the British people ,m?x;ll()t aCQUaintcd
tions, with the details of \'vh\ch they ‘;ri;cdf The British
or concerned, may be briefly Suml-?ao fo;' the sake of
’ Coak .at sacrifices :
are preparcd o make great s .ot a little tired of
peace, but they are begmnning IOY :’Linq any increased
making great sacrifices and not getury
S ST . .4 for them.
assurance of peace in returnl fo‘l ! nd hesitate less than
. N ¢ J : .
“They are a generous peopi ine they hate s
most t(z pay a high price; but the one tg::igq(.d gcacc on
to be done in the eye. They “"“_L ‘}‘)rthﬂ»d—wy got 1t
Septe aoth. but they are notsure WAL EEL S Lo
cptgmber goth, but " be arefully scrutimze , &
‘Any future bargains will be el lon the creditside they
unless there is something substantia on the
will be condemned. ¢ the Tralian people 50 widely
< M P « <
» the views of the 5 his the
And are the vi _ sTqaly wants’, this, that, or th
different? We say lightly, ~ 1t -~ his spaghetti 11t
other; but the ciuzen who s Cattngc:iin% his nets on the
the trattoria, the fisherman whos ml({]" oxen home in the
beach, the peasant who is driving s ©°

d
1 51 1 1 thC Grafl
x:’ lllc q()l]( QO v S o

f
_ i 1 the problem of
Canal - are their minds accupicd Wi 11\, of the Rock of

. .- ‘o -7 » custoc

nationalitics in Tunisia, with the ¢ { shares in the Suez

Gibraltar or with the ownership ©

Canal?
o heir D "ibrlm\'illg"CStOI‘Cdorddﬁr
“Theyare grateful to ther Duce for their hands,

arcgr. i ork for

in their country, for having found' “101,1;]01@ the nations

for having set {he name of Ttaly hig 11f1 of their Empire.

and for having extended the bou;lCﬁim to crown his
‘And now they would ask ©
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achievement by giving them
world desire peace.’

It must be admitted th

what al] the nations of the

€seems to have taken place
there, except “MPLy protestations of friendship. My one

Prophecy, hOWCVCI‘, was bornpe out. The welcome ex-

tended by the Italian People to the English Ministers
€xceeded 3] i

red so profoundly

deterioration of Anglo-Italian
e bright spot on the

Orizon hag continued tg be the friendly fcelings towards

» Without 4 worq of warn-
» Signor Nfussolini, imitating
Master Herp Hitlcr, invaded, con-

quered and annexed Albania. On the following Tuesday
I publisheq an article on the

Subject in which | suggested
that the present year could hardly Prove suitable for a
Ceneral Election, i lc urged the extension of our
! in which | once again in-

ITALY

roof has been
‘Another blow has fallen, AI?(,)]tht(i?gnE are as impos-
given that friendly aud pcaccﬁlll - 21’0 with Herr Hitler.
e ; solint as they ‘ liance
1 1th Signor Mussolini ¢ no relia
i/l\/bli(c:r‘(:n}t]h::: is no mutual CO{lflcilCT}llCiC’and no peace.
upon good faith, there can be no frien riteI()l that his word
p‘Si ior Mussolini has now demOHISt italian Agreement
1s wogthlcs; He has treated the Anglo- sly as Herr Hitler
of less than.’1 year ago as contefnlponlileycrimc of Good
) ) Munich. Jess as
agreement of . s shameless
ge'z:lted e lr? every respect as vile and as she
Niday was in ev ‘
the rime of the Ides OfMalX C};c most recent examl?les bof

‘It is noteworthy that Hev o e accompanicd by
Power politics in practice have no ssurances which the
the Hy ocritical excuses and false as ssary sops to the

ictatc?rs used to consider as ne}C?g time we are not
Cerberus of public opinion. Bu't ltolrll been clamouring
told that the Albanian people lla;g:u,~c(ig that the conquest

. . . S Are We as - . tions
ith Ttaly, nor are w ‘s territorial ambitio
g()frz{llilz?r?i:;nd;rks the end of Ttaly’s territon
i ing blind
In Europe. s excuse for being
any ex : .

"There is therefore no Ionger’ ’ logists in this country
to the facts. Even the dictators. po hang their heads —
—a dwindiing band who begin to the whole world so
Must understand what now stares

ntly in are
¢ face. . esent ruler§
I?gg‘dnz;itl;nd Italy under thelihsrwhole continent
detcrmincd’ to dominate by fOr(l:i‘i-ing who still doubti
] man / . menta
: . If there is a T nsulting a
:)lflltJlgl(ZIEL})c should lose no time 1n co
lalj i olicies open to
Sp?%}?hrsg.are therefore only two POS.SSIZIECI;, The former
G CBrimin acquiescence or resi
reat 1, 207
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means the end of our Empire and our independence. It
may therefore safely be assumed that we shall adopt lee
latter. Such a policy has, in fact, already been adoptc. .
The Prime Minister’s blunt declaration that Grca.t Britain
would not tolerate any interference with the mtegrity
of Poland has committed this country to resist further
aggression.

“And the country was glad to be so committed.

‘Most evils bring some compensating good. The great
evils that the last three months have revealed in Europe
have during the last three weeks brought one great good
to Great Britain. They have produc
that has the support of all
once again the solj
danger.

“The task is now
While that iron is st

ed a foreign policy
parties, and they have p‘r()vcdf
darity of our own people in the face o

0 make the most of that soli(1211:1ty‘
ill at white heat we must beat it n.ltO
daunt and must defeat our enemies.

e has been logt. By working in double
shifts we may retrieve it

‘All the energies of ev
to one end — that of
emergency.

‘Party warfare is dyin
would be unthinkable.
tomed to playing leading
very fully occupied with

ery citizen shoyld now be devoted
Preparing our country for an

g down. Any revival of it now
Public-spiritcd people, accus-
parts in local affairs, arc now
AR.P. or kindred activities.
ics is allowed to interfere with
the progress or the personnel of bodies enguged in

i mportance, ang 110bo£lv would
wish to see such work frustrated or delayed by the need
for preparing a political campaign, \
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‘But we have been expecting, and in normal circum-
Stances not unnaturally expecting, a General Election in
the autumn of this year. A General Elef:tlon in t.he gutumr;
demands some measures of preparation beginning no

spring. _
lat‘cl{:}r]na(?ugea?gral?eady rife that such preparations are
in hand. and that the wheels of the.great machme are
being oiled preparatory to being set in motlon}.1 o run

“The present Parliament has cighteen months un.
A year and a half can pass bchrc there 1s any consti !
tional nced of a General Election. No evidence exists
that the people of this country are anxious for artl oi};pto};
tunity of recording their opinions. The opposite
case. .

‘An cxceptionally large number of by-elcctlfons éllzll(s:
given proof of an exceptionally static state ? pl];een
opinion. No demand for a General Election has
made, or seems likely to be made by the Opposmon.

‘At the best of times a General Election is a nqcessall(riy
evil. Tt causes a temporary disturbance to trade, 1£ h(;) O?
Up normal processes and produces a short perio
anxious Certamty,

‘Fl('ctlmuzil}c)tolilicaf standpoint its c011scquonccs}arcczl.ef¥:rr-l
less desirable. It must of necessity exaggerate the 1S -
eénces that divide parties and .incxzease the lzilttexi‘;lislter_
party warfare. The great political issue of to- aycfl e
national. That issue, it is dIC\'Ol.ltly to be hoped, w

! art in a General Election. .
P E‘l\}/’\'zl :)}l}z)lllrlzllﬁlgl‘(‘for(? be compelled to give exaggerated
im ortance to matters of minor inte.rcst. ) )

‘I;t would be a sorry spectacle, while rul.n'wals hox;g;rﬁ

over Europe, to sce the leaders of the political par
0 209
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Great Britain making fiery speeches on such subjects as
pensions for spinsters and the taxation of land values.

‘It would be more than a sorry spectacle, it would be a
branding shame — an infamy that might possibly prove
the death warrant of democracy.

“The sooner, therefore, that the spectre of a General
Election is exorcised the better. A word from the Prime
Minister would be sufficient to scatter it into thin air. It
is to be hoped that such word will be spoken without
delay, for it would serve both to dispel the menace and to
bring home realities to those who are still reluctant to
face them.

‘At the same time the guarantec that has been given
to Poland should be extended. The time for limited com-
mitments has passed. Poland possesses no special claim
on our good offices. Holland, Denmark, Switzerland,
Greece, Jugoslavia and Roumania should receive similar
assurances.

‘If they are asked for they should not be denied either
to Bulgaria, to Turkey or to Russia.

‘Determination and audacity are demanded to deal
with dangers that daily increase. We cannot afford to
allow another victim to fall into the insatiable maw of the
invaders. Industry should be placed immediately upon
a wartime footing. Only so, as the Secretary of State for
War himself has admitted, can we possibly produce in
time the equipment for the army that we shall need.

‘Recruitment for that army must be further expedited,
though it is difficult to see how that can be accomplished
so long as the manifest folly of the voluntary system is
retained. In any case, all preparations for the enforce-
ment of a compulsory system should be completed in
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order that when the time comes it will be necessary only
to press a button.

‘If the Government could give now some public assur-
ance that they themselves have understood that that
time must eventually arrive it would do more to hearten
our friends and sober our opponents than anything that
has been said or done hitherto.

“The opinion still prevails in Europe that Great
Britain is not in earnest. We must prove that we are —
but first and foremost we must convince ourselves.’

So faded the hopes to which I had clung so long, of
improved relations with Italy. The Anglo-Ttalian Agree-
ment had turned to dust and ashes; the Prime Minister’s

visit to Rome had been only waste of time; Mr. Eden
had bcen right.



CHAPTER IX
FRANCE

- BisMARck lays it down in his memoirs that no man who
Is engaged in public life should allow his private prefer-
ences or predilections to have any effect upon his policy.
He also makes the interesting admission that the foreign-
ers whom he himself had always found most agrecable
were the English.

I, from my earliest ycars have loved France. There I
spent in my youth many interesting months learning

the language, there in later years my happiest holidays *
have been passed. I remember that even when I went -

out to the last war I was glad to feel that I should be in
France. French history and literature have always
delighted me and I have even attempted to write a bio-
graphy of a French statesman. No country has more
varied or more beautiful landscape to offer, no country
produces so many and such excellent wines. No other
people have so successfully mastered the art of living in a
civilized way.

Yet I hope that none of these reasons has influenced me
in consistently supporting the closest possible understand-
ing between England and France, Study of past history
and of present problems has convinced me that such an
understanding should at all times form the cornerstone
of European solidarity and peace. I have been fortified
in my opinion by remembering that it was shared by
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statesmen so different in’ outlook as Talleyrand and
Oliver Cromwell.

Relicgcg of the cares of office at the epd .of September,
I wanted a short holiday before the beginning of the new
session and 1 was fortunate enough to spend a week of
perfect October weather in the autumnal glory of
Versailles. '

V\fclleu(‘:tsz too apt when we travel abroad to retail the
conversation of a dozen natives x.v}}om we happen to
meet as representing the public opinton of that cocllmt'rty};
Such reports should always be given and accepted wi
caution. It did however appear to me at that time thflt
the policy of Munich had had an even better reception in
Paris than it had had in London. There were exceptions
of course to the general chorus of approval bui on
the whole I found my French friends more difficult to
convince that I had acted rightly. . '

I remember at this time somebody arguing with me aﬁ
follows: ‘You hope that this policy w1}1 sucpeed althoug
you fear it won’t. Why not have remained in th.e Cfovg’rnl—
ment and worked for its success rathelt than resigning:
replied that according to our Cabinet system, cvery
Cabinet Minister must give his explicit approval tcz1 evext*z
major decision of the Government. I had b(;:anllll;iiCh
speak at a large public meeting the wecek after the M b
settlement. There could be only one subject mentione
at that meeting and I should have been obhg(;d t(l)dp;illlsz
a policy that I deplored. In other vyords Is ou d have
been obliged to say what I did not think. Ata t1r.rtl et
democractic systems arc falling into disrepute 1 Wg o
Considered, of the first importance Fhat a C('frta:m stacrll ;1] :
of conduct should be maintained in public life and tha
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Ministers should never be sus
to principle.

It was during this visit that T was

proposal that I should faire une co
international situation. I use the
it is not easily translatable. N
nor ‘to make a s
The conférence w
Théatre des Am
. attendance for it seemed to
be many people in Paris w
- an English Member of Parlj
situation. When, however,

pected of preferring office

approached with the
nférence in Paris on the
French phrase becauStE
either ‘to give a lecture
peech’ conveys the correct impression.
as to take place at 5.30 p.m. at the

illing to pay in order to hear
ament discuss the internationl

the time arrived, I was sur-
prised to learn that such had been the demand for places
that it was desired to repeat the performance on the
morrow, which I agreed to do byt refused to make a third
appearance which was suggested for the following day. I
am afraid it would be very difficult to fill a London

theatre in similar circumstances in order to hear the
views of a French politician.

The event took

place on December 7th. T spoke in
French, and the fol

lowing is a translation of what I said:
* * * *
‘Ladies and Gentlemen,
‘I accepted two months 2
received to talk to

Anglo-French Rela

go the invitation that I
you this afternoon on the subject of

tions and Peace. did not know at
that time that my visit would coincide with that of an

eminent German statesman. Herr von Ribbentrop has
come here as a messenger of peace. I hope that no word
of mine will interfere with any eflorts that may be made
to improve relations between the two countries. The title
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bassadeurs. I expressed doubts as to the ,'
me unlikely that there would:
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it is of
of my address chosen two months ago p}igr:’ iy t;lztrrllt con-
peace before all things that I. am thin 1dgl.) o b
vinced that the cause of peace is best Seﬁ’c do ¥10t hesitate
speak frankly, who tell the truth and who
to recognize facts as they are. : reat
¢ A:((:)%ve then to suppose and believe thatt‘?lugotr:; %n o
countries will continue in the future to aC-lll not cease to
they have in the past and d.lat thethi;hief interest of
recognize the fact that in their eyes the d that they will
the world is the maintenance of peace an & It is my
unite their efforts towards this Objeitlv i.t is probable
intention this afternoon to inquire whc't flr this end will
that our common efforts directed towar q e in order to
succeed and what is the best method to pursu
ensure that they shall. of
‘Thee t\l:‘grld tZ)-day is in fearful danger. 'tI;IhCC f;sttu;i:en
our civilizatior is at stake. There have. l}rlled ﬁ was no
many civilizations. They have all plerls for we may be
Cataclysm of nature that de§troy€d : 1emto the historical
permitted to entertain certain doubts ash ivilization of
authenticity of the Flood and so far as t edcisa pearance
Sodom and Gomorrah is conccrn64’ ézlsdisastir-
does not appear to have been an unm}lf torical knowledge
‘All civilizations of which we _havc lsThe various types
have been destroyed by man himself. tions have varied
of man that have destroyed these cxv1liiza rlle haracteristic
from age to age but they have all ha ?s been inferior to
in common. The destroyers have alway
those whom they have destroyed. f the fittest may be
“The doctrine of the survival o 1 world in general
sound when applied to the amm?'ed to-human beings
and it may even be sound when appil
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if by “the fittest” we mean the most brutal and the most
pitiless, but the study of the greatness and the decay of
culture must lead to the conclusion that the higher civil-
ization inevitably perishes at the hands of the lower.
Man’s origins are in the marsh and the mud. He has
ever strived to raise himself above these lowly beginnings
and it is upon these infirm foundations that he has at-
tempted to build structures which will bring him nearer
to the stars. But every time that he has set up such an
edifice and climbed to the top of it his inferior brothers
have succeeded in overthrowing it and bringing him low.
After many centuries Man begins the efforts all over again
and seeks once more to build on new foundations. He
gathers together perhaps a few stones from the ruins of his
earlier efforts but always the result is the same. During
the last fifteen centuries we here in southern and western
Europe have been seeking to build up something durable
out of the ruins of Rome and Greece., Although we may
not have yet succeeded in constructing anything as
imposing as was the City of Athens 400 years before the
birth of Christ, we have accomplished something of which
we need not be ashamed.

‘It is not difficult to understand why the more civilized
man should be the victim of the less civilized. In the first
place, the more a race is civilized, the more likely it is to
produce a large variety of different types. Savages all
believe the same thing, all think and act in the same way
and all obey unhesitatingly the orders of the chief of the
tribe, however cruel and foolish they may be. Civilized
beings, on the other hand, differ violently between them-
selves on all matters of faith and opinion. To¢ homines,
quot sententiae applies to the most highly developed races
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rather than to the primitive ones and because they differ
among themselves it is less easy for them to unite for a
common end. It is not easy for them to accept the orders
of higher authority. They criticize the wisdom of those
who govern them, they hesitate to obey a l(fader of who;c
sagacity they are not sure. It must be evident t.hagl.t (clz
horde, whose chief is their God, \\"hose obedience is blin
and who have only one idea, which they all share, must
be better material for the purposes of war than a society
of individuals with a broad and crit.ical outlook, whg
keep alive in their hearts the spirit of independence an
revolt, o

“The man living in a lower type of civilization p(_)s;esshes
another great advantage. The manner in whic : e
regards the outbreak of war differs fundamentally from
that of his more civilized contemporary. 'The former has
been taught to regard war as a ‘glorlous adve'ntflrei
whereas {lle latter can only see in it an act of crlmma:i
folly. To the onc it presents itself as a road to fame allll
honour. In the eyes of the latter 'it is nothing but the
bottomless pit of senseless destruction. .

‘Not Onlypdocs the pseudo-philosophy of the b;ilrbaigg
encourage him to consider war as onc Of'ft eh st o
Necessities of existence, but also the kind of life tha o
leads makes him look forward to war as an agrcifa e
alternative. When freedom ofspceqh z_md of thoug tdirﬁ
Suppressed and the arts disappear, h.fe 1t§elf becomes o
and monotonous. There is something 1n the naturethe
man that demands change and variety and thcs}(l: areWhO
two things which war alone seems to OHCB to tho;?1 whe
are living under a tyranny. But those, on the ot 61:1 t 1,
who lead a full life and who consider that intellectual,
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scientific and artistic effort should be the reason and the
object of existence, are bound to consider war as the end
of everything that is desirable.

‘But, I may be asked, why talk of barbarians and of the
lower types of civilization? Such terms surely can apply
only to the native populations of Central Africa, of South
America or of the Antipodes, from whom surcly we have
nothing to fear. It is indeed melancholy to feel bound
to bring such an indictment against a great pcople, who
in the past have made numberless contributions to the
literature, art and science of the world, but I hold it just
and necessary to state plainly that a regime which begins
by the public burning of books, which continues by
abolishing freedom of thought and of speech, which
persecutes religion and which seeks by cruclty to exter-
minate an ancient race that gave Christianity to the
world amongst other benefits, is barbarous in the worst
meaning of the word and is the enemy of true civilization.

“The first weakness, therefore, that the civilized man
will show in his dispute with the less civilized is a moral
weakness. A gentleman will suffer from the same disabil-
ity if he enters into an argument with a drunken tramp.
The gentleman knows that the tramp will use language
that he himself would be ashamed to employ and he
knows also that if the argument goes too far the tramp will
not hesitate to employ force which the gentieman would
be unwilling to do even though he might be the stronger
of the two.

‘During the last twenty years every cffort has been
made in France and in England to Impress upon the
minds of the present generation a most profound hatred
of war. Atschool and in church, at the cinema and in the
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‘theatre, and throughout the novels that they read, they

have been taught that there is nothing more vile, more
detestable and more disastrous than war, while in Ger-
many, during the last five years at least, and to son;le e){)tent
for a much longer time, the present generation ash C?S
taught that war is one of the noblest activities. It}sﬁ 01;1.
therefore be plain that we ought now to modify this
doctrine and while detracting nothing that has been said
concerning the horrors of war, we should'remmd our
fellow citizens that there are in this world things that are
even worse. While it is right to avoid war because we
hate it, it is wrong to avoid it begaus.e we fear it. bSoc;‘ner
or later, the nations whose policy 1 gov.crn.ed y eacll'
must become the vassals of those whose policy 1s governe
by courage and resolution. ' _

‘Our disadvantages in face of our potential enemies are
not however limited to the moral sphere. It is ime that
we should recognize that the political machinery vyhlcg
exists in both our countries is somewhat old-fashmn.e
and out of date and was never constructed to deal with
the demands and difficulties of the mode;n world. C})lur
parliamentary and administrative system 1n England 3?
changed little since the cighteenth century. It leia(si aon
mirably adapted to a period when news tra\;f el )
horseback or by sail and when a minister ha kja wiiﬁr
adequate time to consult his collcagues before tad Crllg the
more 1mportant decisions. This system collapsq . uiltn.g
the last war and it collapsed during Fl}e 'last C.I’IISIS. is
no longer suitable to the perpetual crisis in which we are
living at the present time. It would be prc'sumptuous 03
my part as a foreigner to criticize the parliamentary gn
administrative system of France, but I may be allowed to
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remind my audience that this system dates from 1870 and
that it has undergone very slight modifications since,
whereas the world has changed perhaps more during the
last sixty-eight years than at any other comparable
period.

‘In making these preliminary remarks, I have sought to
suggest to you that if France and England wish to main-
tain the peace of the world they can only do it by their
own strength and that, putting aside for the moment the
question of armaments, their strength is at present
seriously undermined, first by the moral weakness which
is inseparable from the higher type of civilization and
secondly by the political weakness which is due to our
retention of systems of government which are out of date
and which were never intended to deal with modern
dictatorships.

‘In the long history of Anglo-French relations there
have been many victories and many defeats — sometimes
the one country has conquered and sometimes the other,
but always one of the two has been the victor. At
Munich in the early hours of September 3oth this year,
France and England underwent for the first time a
common defeat. It is a melancholy fact, but failure to
recognize it as a fact would only render the results of it
still more disastrous.

‘Just twenty years ago France and England brought
the most terrible war in history to a glorious and vic-
torious conclusion. The task on which we had been
engaged for four and a half years was ended. At times
it had seemed almost beyond human strength, but our
determination to triumph in spite of all had surmounted
every obstacle and had ended by destroying the most
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formidable engine of war that the world hgd ever seen.
To-day we cannot but ask ourselves, especially those of
us who took part in that struggle, what was the cause
for which our friends and our brothers s.acrlficed their
lives. Was the cause worth so great a sacrifice and what
has been the result? False history and the speeches pf
demagogues sometimes disguise the simple truth. W% d}ﬁ
not fight for the independence of Serbia; we did not fig
to protect Belgium, which had already been ovcf:irr}lin
almost before the beginning of'th.c war; we dld' not fight,
to use the famous phrase of President Wilson, in order to
“make the world safe for democracy”. We fought to pre-
vent one power succeeding in‘ establishing by force h}cl:r
supremacy over the whole of Europe and ﬁn.ally over the
whole world. That was the causc for which so many
human beings poured out their blood. .Anc.l when at t}tlhe
end that power was utterly defeated it did seem that
those lives had not been sacrificed in vain. .Can we say
the same thing to-day? Is it possible that owing to a !ilck
of energy, of which our two countries are equally gul ti’
over a period of twenty years we have allowed this work,
which the death of millions of men consecrat.eq and
sanctified, to be spoilt, lost and thrown away as if it had
never been. .

‘T'O-day we find ourselves face to face with a German}}:
which seems hardly less powerful and certainly mluc
more aggressive than the Germany of 1914. In th(?lf? ace
of a population of 60 millions, she has one of 8o millions,
and a new philosophy, more odious and more dztngergus
than any the Hohenzollerns ever preached., is being
taught and deeply imprinted on the exceptlonglly re-
ceptive minds of a warlike race. Every German is being
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taught to-day from childhood not only that it is his duty
to be a soldier but also that war is a noble and glorious
occupation and that the best of all deaths is on the battle-
field. The wholc nation to-day is subject to the will of a
single man. There is no longer a constitution as there
was at the time of the Kaiser. There is no freely elected
parliament, freedom of speech and of the Press have dis-
appeared and the abolition of all these institutions makes

the country much more formidable in war time. The
man who has raised himself to this

power is a remarkable individual,
is quite pitiless and he has written
distributed to the population and i
intentions with the greatest clarit
carries out without ever abando
has changed but one line of his
one point has he altered his pri
his book he denied that he had the least desire to get
back the colonial empire of Germany. To-day he denies
it no longer. That intention alone he has changed. So
far from having diminished his programme in any respect
he has made an important addition to it. Every other
item of that programme remains intact and one of those
items is the destruction of France! We have been witnesses
of the gradual carrying out of the plan, step by step.
Germany withdrew from the League of Nations; she re-
introduced conscription, which was a violation of the
Treaty of Versailles; she reoccupied and fortified certain
territc ies on the banks of the Rhine, which was a viola-
tie-  the Treaty of Locarno; she conquered Austria b
nd after having threatened Czechoslovakia, she
}blished her dominion over it. It should also be
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remembered that when he broke the Treaty 1c()if \g:zsmil}f:
Herr Hitler solemnly swore that he wou P

- he broke the Treaty Qf
L o L o hegt }]lC had no further terri-

He repeated this solemn
after the parti-

Locarno he solemnly swore th
torial ambitions in Egl'opc. o repen
promise after the invasion of Austria
tion of Czechoslovakia.

S
‘Let us face the facts. We have allowed the Germans,

whom we defeated in 1918, to recons?tiuctflearihzrptlﬁz
more powerful and almost morc forll?1~ . the accuracy
Germany of 1914. Some people w%llquczfl(r)nd O hink
of the words “almost more formld%‘b le fmmore Eormid-
that they ought to be replaced by mu}C,lf st place, we
ablc”, but for my pﬁ.l’t I doubt 1t. In th’ 11». P " ,ible
must remember that the German flcet to-day lani%lefhiPs
in comparison with the Gcrmm} fleet of 1914.‘(1. a and we
cannot he built in secret or with great rapidity asin
shall therefore be well aware of any plans for mC_res argf,:
the size of the German Navy. So far as SUbtr}n :31 régflse of
concerned, which so nearly provcd‘ fatal to th -ence has
the Allies in the last war, we believe ;hatt'sgxllbmarine
made much progress and the problem o anbl- arine will
defence is almost solved. In any case tl}c su rZs it did in
not play such an important r91f3 m the. u'tureof Germany
the past. Itis true that the military aVlauonnd of Great
Is at present superior to that of Ffance ba'l't and the
Britain but in view of the rflCChamcal. abl lrgason why
inventive gifts of our two nations there lsdnoh Jifference
we should not in the near future make good the
Xists. . st
th?'}'cr)lc? V:nlelzllthttcntion has lately been paid to statlstl(;s
concerning population and I recently read a statement,
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attributed to a distinguished Frenchman, according to
which the population of Germany, being now 8o million
and that of France 30 million, it was no longer possible
for France to resist Germany. At the same time attention
was drawn to the fact that at the time o1 Louis XIV the
population of France was equal to that of the rest of
Europe and that at the time of Napoleon the population
of France was three times that of Great Britain. But
these two examples seem to prove exactly the opposite
to that which the speaker who made use of them was
anxious to prove. Louis XIV, in spite of the size of the
population of his kingdom, failed to impose his will upon
Europe; and England, in spite of her small population
of 10 millions only, was able to continue the struggle
against Napoleon for twenty years — sometimes without
- asingle ally — and emerged from it eventually victorious.
It is quite a new theory that the strength of a country
can be measured by the size of its population. If it were
true, we should be forced to the conclusion that China is
the most powerful country in the world.

‘Nor is it necessary to approach this problem as though
France were obliged to face Germany alone. The popu-
lations of France and England combined are hardly
inferior to that of Germany, while if we include the
populations of the French and British Empires, we have
an enormous superiority. The French Republic and the
British Empire combined are still the most formidable
alliance that the world can show. Nor does this alliance
lack friends and supporters. There are many smaller
nations in Europe who still look towards us with hope —
hope which has been darkened and discouraged, itis true,
since the capitulation of Munich — but it still exists and

224

FRANCE

would not be slow to revive if there were in our two
countries signs of a renewal of energy and sclf-confidence.
In addition to these smaller powers, there exists one
source of strength upon which it is difficult to place
reliance but which nevertheless is immense — that of
Russia. It would perhaps be imprudent and dangerous
to rely upon what must ever be unreliable but it would
be still more foolish to exclude Russia from our calcula-
tions mercly because we feel we cannot rely upon her.
In spite of the fearful injuries that she continues to
inflict upon herself, in spite of the folly and the madness
which seem at times to direct her internal politics, she
remains now and always a gigantic figure on the horizon
and a vast potential source of assistance. Nor does this
list exhaust the names of those who might rally to the
defence of the cause of liberty. On the other side of the
Atlantic Ocean there rises the vast and friendly shadow
of the United States, whose citizens daily grow more

conscious of the fact that they are citizens not only of the

United States but also of the world and that crimes com-

mitted in Europe are crimes against a common civiliza-

tion in which they with us are not only sharers but

standard bearers.

‘In the last war America came to the assistance of the
Allies, perhaps a little late, but her assistance was
decisive. It is always dangerous to prophesy in politics
but it is at least pardonable to express the hope that in a
future war such assistance from America, while it might
come sooner, would certainly not be less decisive.

‘Finally, we possess one last advantage, more precious
than all those of which I have already spoken. We are
free peoples. Through many centuries, through many
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struggles, through bitter travail and bloody sweat, we
have won f:or ourselves this inestimable privilege of ,free-
dom. During a long period of peace this very freedom
may seem a source of weakness. We quarrel among our-
selves, we shamelessly expose our internal diﬂ‘eren%:ce t
the wholtf: world, but the knowledge that we so aiﬁ 0(;‘
our own 1.mperfecti0ns and the exaggerated idea ogf them
- that we give to others are for us in time of war a precio
source qf strength, because at the country’s callpour e
ternal differences disappear as though by magic and tl}n .
enemy, who thought to find us engaged in a fratrici ll(i
struggle, suddenly discovers that he is face to fa ith
united people. ccwitha
.‘The contrary takes place in a country subject t
dictatorship. The artificial unity which such "3 co ey
presents to the world in time of peace is a sourc; of unt;{y
ness and danger in time of war. Criticism and o o‘: (t:;a N
having 1[.>een driven by terror underground mL}:l}:i ; i
secret, like rats in the foundations of a b’uildin n 13
await the day when they feel themselves stron c%;oanh
to come out in the open and deal the fatal blgw to U%
system which they detest. Which was the first nati o
break down in the last war? It was not one of the srr?nllto
or feebler nations, it was not Belgium nor Serbia: alt} a ell;
they were overwhelmed, they never surrenderc’d Ifug
Russia, the vast, wealthy Russia, free from attz;ck i
pregnable against invasion, with its population of Hersl-
millions and with its limitless resources — it was R sia
that first gave way under the strain of war, and the rel'lSSla
of Russia’s defeat was that her despotic sy’stem of go o,
ment was hated by a vast section of the populati(;gnvif}?-
in time of peace did not dare to oppose it. Sucil ha(s)
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always been the fate of powers who refuse to their citizens
the right of criticism. They nourish in their own body the
poison which must kill them in the end. The demo-
cracies, on the other hand, will always have allies whose
numbers it is impossible to calculate, within the interior
and even within the battles lines of those states where
dictators reign supreme.

‘Let us then not make the mistake, which is made so
often in France and England, of underestimating our
own strength and that of our friends and of exaggerating
the power of those who might become our enemies. We
are often warned against the dangerous propaganda of
Germany but 1 sometimes feel that the most dangerous
propaganda is that which we carry on ourselves.

‘I have sought here to explain the reasons why we
should not regard the possibilitics of war with excessive
pessimism. Perhaps I shall be told, therefore, as those of
us often arc who have favoured a more vigorous policy,
that I am in favour of war and should not regret to see
it break out. Nothing could be further from my thoughts
or from the truth. There is no greater advocate of peace
than I —save those who believe in a policy of non-
resistance. I do not believe that you will avoid war by
following a policy of continuous concessions. There are
no limits to the demands that will be made on you, but
there is a limit to what honour and self-respect will allow
you to concede. It is possible that when you reach that

Timit you will have given away and conceded so much

that your chances of victory will have disappeared, but
even so there will be in both our countries a majority of
noble spirits who will prefer defeat to dishonour and who
will accept death rather than slavery.
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‘No; the way to peace lies not along the road of con-
cession. There is one way, I am convinced, not two, but
one way only, which may yet prevent the outbreak of
Furopean war. We must persuade those who might make
that war that they will be certain to lose it in the end.

‘If Germany had known in 1914 the forces which
would be opposed to her in 1918 she would not have been
so foolish as to enter upon the struggle. It is therefore
our duty so to conduct our policy as to convince Germany
that she would bring about again the same disaster, that
once again the same Powers would fight against her for
the same cause and that these Powers would be better
prepared and better armed than they were twenty years
ago, and they would not again forget so swiftly or for-
give so easily a people who twice in one generation had
been responsible for a catastrophe that had almost
destroyed our civilization.

‘Allow me to sum up in a few words all that I have
attempted to say this afternoon. It is not Europe only
but civilization itself, the cause of liberty and all thosé
things which the free peoples of the world consider
sacred, which are to-day in mortal danger. But they can
be saved if France and England remain firmly united and
gather together all their resources in common in order to
present an invincible resistance, and rally to their cause
all those other nations who desire to preserve their inde-
pendence. By so acting they will present to the powers

of aggression so formidable a barrier that nobody will

dare to attack it. Itis in this way and in this way only
that they can preserve peace but they must act without
delay or it will be too late.’
I formed the impression that the favourable reception
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accorded in France to the Munich agreement was largely
due to the troubled times through which the country had
been passing since the formation of the government of
the Popular Front. Strikes and internal disorder had
shaken the nerves of the nation. Civil war on the other
side of the Pyrences brought the danger of Communism
to the frontier, gold was rapidly leaving the banks and
any peace scemed better than war.

The weakness of France, of which exaggerated rumours
were repeated in England, had an inevitably discourag-
ing effect. People lightly reported that the French air
force was non-existent and that the country was on the
verge of revolution. These rumours did not, I think,
have much effect upon the Cabinet and they had none
upon the Prime Minister. He has been represented in
some quarters as frightened of Communism and having
secret leanings towards Fascism. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. Mr. Chamberlain is neither a
Fascist nor even a reactionary Tory. He has remained
what he was brought up, a Liberal Unionist. I know
that his brother Sir Austen always objected to being called
a Conservative. But there were and there remain many
among his supporters in whose minds Communism re-
mains the principal bogy and who are always inclined to
regard France with suspicion as a dangerously democratic
ally with too many revolutions to her record.

It was in the hope of removing such suspicions that on
my return from Paris I wrote an article on the situation
in France, entitled ‘Another French Revolution?’

‘Since the days of Caesar the Gauls have been addicted
to the practice of civil war. In twenty centuries they have
not outgrown this unhappy propensity. It has been, and
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it remains, their principal source of weakness, although
itis due to some of the finest qualities inherent in the race.

‘English ignorance of Europe is in nothing more
apparent than in the pictures that the Englishman draws
of the various types which he believes to be representa-
tive of foreign countries.

‘All forcigners are in an Englishman’s eyes slightly
ridiculous. The comic traits which particularize a
Frenchman are, so the English believe, levity, excitability
and excessive gaiety. The Frenchman on the Enelish
stage is expected to be prodigal of gesture, to he al\?'ays
on the point of explosion, and inclined either to dance or
to break into song.

“This is the opposite of the truth. The French are the
most serious people in Europe, and the most sober. They
take life seriously, they take politics seriously, and
although it may surprise many people to hear it, the;
take religion very seriously indeed.

‘A French politician could not denounce an opponent
for pursuing a policy that must prove fatal to the interest
of France, and sit down to dinner the same evening with
the man whom he had so denounced in an atmosphere
of perfect amity. That Englishmen can do such things
and escape criticism is a standing source of amazement
to our neighbours, and the only explanation they can
find for such conduct leads them to the conclusion that
it is we, not they, who suffer from incurable frivolity.

‘When during the General Strike of 1926 they learnt
that in many places football matches between police and
strikers had been arranged, they exclaimed in exaspera-
tion: “Here are a people who cannot take even their own
revolution seriously.”
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‘The same principle applies to religion. It is to be
feared that in England there are too many people who
are indifferent in religous matters, who never visit a
church save for a wedding or a funeral, but who would
unhesitatingly write themselves down *““Church of Eng-
Jand’’ whenever called upon to do so.

‘But if a Frenchman does not accept the Church he is
an “anti-clerical” because he believes that the Church
is wrong and therefore he wishes to destroy it.

‘Now, although it may be a hard saying, the man who
hates the Church and wishes to destroy it is a more
religious man than the man who cares for none of these
things. The fact that there has never been an anti-
clerical party in England does not prove that we are a
deeply religious people, but the reverse.

‘The gay and debonair Henri IV, who said that Paris
was worth a Mass, was a less typical Frenchman than his
grandson Louis XIV, who revoked his Edict of Nantes
and so abolished religious toleration and drove the
Huguenots from the land.

‘During the critical period through which we are
passing, division of opinion in France is bound to be
more profound and the outward manifestation of it more
violent than in Great Britain. As a result the friends and
allies of France are often alarmed and anxiously ask one
another whether there is any likelihood of a revolution.
Better comprehension of the true sources of France’s
weakness may enable us to answer the question.

‘One of the main causes of the feeling of insecurity in
France is the widespread lack of respect for the Con-
stitution. In Great Britain people frequently make jokes
about the House of Commons, some even go so far as to
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make jokes about the House of Lords; but respect for
Parliament 1s deep-seated and almost universal.

‘The Constitution, however, of the Third Republic has
never inspired reverence. It is a compromise, and the
French hate compromises. Its continued existence is
probably due to the fact that, while it is as much de-
tested by the extreme Left as by the extreme Right, both

* fear that if it went, something worse might succeed it.

“The minds of most Frenchmen of the wealthier classes
at the present time are besct by two terrors, and we can-
not properly appreciate their point of view unless we
make full allowance for both.

‘In the first place, they fear the vast military machine
which is being constructed with ever-increasing rapidity
on the other side of the Rhine. In the second place, they
dread the appearance in their native land of the red
spectre of Communism.

‘These conflicting motives have produced cross-cur-
rents which have so confused the old political division
and mixed up Right and Left that when the Comte
de Paris, the Bourbon claimant to the throne, recently
made a speech to his supporters it was criticized on the
ground of its leanings towards Communism.

‘While the extreme Right see much to admire in the
modern methods of Germany, and while Monsieur
Flandin sends telegrams of congratulation to Herr
Hitler, the extreme Left are beginning to lisp the lan-
guage of Chauvinism and have abandoned the “Inter-
nationale” for the “Marseillaise”.

‘One result of the intensity with which Frenchmen
hold their opinions is the doubt that they too casily
entertain of the motives of those who differ from them.
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It is not so casy for a Frenchman as it is for an .English-
man to believe that views which he considers both
detestablc and fraught with ruin for his country may be
perfectly honest held by a perfectly sincere patriot. Sinister
transactions are therefore not only suspected but alleged.

“To disapprove of the policy of Munich is to incur
the suspicion of being a paid agent of the Soviet Govern-
ment. Those so suspected are not slow to retort that the
Soviet is not the only Government that has funds at its
disposal and that the encmies of France have never been
niggardly in rewarding their servants.

‘Both accusations are doubtless false. I have a personal
friend, a Frenchman of the highest intelligence, whom in
twenty years I have never been able to convince that
the British Government does not expend large sums
annually in subventions to the French Press.

‘I believe that there is no danger of revolution in
France and very little danger of Communism. Two
elements in the nation’s life give permanent grounds for
confidence — one is a citizen army as loyal and patriotic
as at any period of France’s history; another is a vast
population of peasant proprietors, deeply attached to
the soil of the country that they own.

“The recent complete collapse of the threatened
general strike goes far to confirm optimism, while it is
to be regretted that the employers having had their
victory must also insist upon having their victims.
Again it is due to the implacable spirit of a logical,
scrious-minded people who cannot treat a quarrel like
a game and shake hands when it 1s over.

“Those, however, who may be tempted or may be too
willing to believe that these bitter feuds in peace time
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would prove a source of weakness in war, are mistaken.
Before an external threat the ranks would close with the
rapidity of lightning and Europe would see again a
united people. Whereas in those countries where artifi-
cial unity is preserved by force in peace time, the day of
battle would disclose the deep fissures which undoubtedly
lie beneath the glossy surface.’

In March 1939, in the week following Germany’s
shameless and perfidious invasion of the poor remains of
Czechoslovakia, the President of the French Republic
was due to return the visit which the King and Queen
of England had paid to Paris in the previous summer.
At one moment it seemed impossible that all the feasts
and festivities that had been arranged in connection
with the President’s reception could be carried out,
But calm was maintained, the President arrived and
every item of the previously prepared programme was
performed. The article that I wrote on this occasion
recalls the mood of the time, satisfaction that the
Democracies had refused to allow their plans to be dis-
turbed by panic, and anxiety lest their calm should be
mistaken by their enemies for apathy.

LN R R

‘If the future had been forescen — and it certainly
was not — no more suitable moment than this could have
been selected for the visit to London of the President of
the French Republic. Proof of the close friendship which
now unites the two nations is no longer needed, but
evidence of it is always welcome, and never more
welcome than at a time when violence and perfidy are
once more disturbing peaceful conditions on the
continent of Europe.
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“The cordial relations that now happily exist between
France and England afford an important lesson that
we should all take to heart in these anxious days. They.
prove that there is no natural hostility between any two
peoples, and that whatever their history may hold of
strife and enmity, there is no reason why they should not
come together in the end and understand one another
all the better for their past differences.

‘There are probably no two nations that have been
at war with onc another more often and for longer
periods than the French and English, and in those
unhappy wars many incidents occurred that might have
left behind them the seeds of lasting rancour.

‘The history of no country is so fascinating as that of
France, containing, as it does, two scarcely credible but
authentic fairy stories. One is the story of the peasant
girl who put on armour, who went from keeping sheep
to commanding armies, and who in a series of victories
drove away the invader from the soil of her native
country.

‘Hardly less wonderful is the story of the penniless
lieutenant who in a few years made himself an Emperor,
who created kingdoms for his brothers, who for nearly
twenty years was undefeated in battle and to whom all
the sovereigns of the Continent did homage. But both
these astonishing tales have tragic endings, and in both
of them England is the villain of the piece — for it was
the English who burnt the Maid at Rouen and it was
the English who sent the Emperor to pine away on a
lonely island.

‘But these old wrongs are all forgotten, or only
remembered as the quarrels of childhood are remembered
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by grown-up people who are, indeed, the firmer friends
on account of the memory of past blows and tears. There
is no reason why all enmities should not be composed in
the same manner where there is goodwill in the hearts
of the people and wise statesmanship at their head.

‘Wars in the past were perhaps easier to forget owing
to the spirit of chivalry in which they were conducted
We all remember how after the King of France haci
been captured in battle the Black Prince waited himself
upon his prisoner at table. We remember, too, how
when the blind King of Bohemia — that name ’Which
rings a knell in our hearts to-day — perished fightin
gloriously against us, the Black Prince out of aglmira%
tion adopted the dead king’s motto for his own, “Ich
Dien, which remains to this day the motto (,>f th
Prince of Wales. ¢

‘The‘re is another Anglo-French prisoner-of-war stor
belopgmg to a much later period, which illustrates t}?é
relations that could still exist between captor and captive
even in the Napoleonic age. The Count de Montrond
wit and dandy, intimate friend of Talleyrand, fel] i
the hands of the English and was for som:: time a
prisoner in a British man-of-war. He soon established
excellent relations with the officers and became an
honorary member of the mess. ‘

‘After dinner one evening the captain, more convivial
than courteous, gave the toast, “Frenchmen”, and
added, “They arc scoundrels without cxccp,1i0n>,
Montrond drank the toast and proposed another “i
drink to the English”, he said. “They are g natioll of
gentlemen, but”, bowing low to the captain, “there are
exceptions™,
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‘The reception that was accorded to the King and
Queen during their visit to Paris last summer was,
according to the testimony of all who witnessed it, some-
thing that had to be seen to be believed. It was the
spontaneous outpouring of the heart of a whole nation.
Neither was it limited by time nor circumscribed by
space.

‘Long after their Majesties had departed their
appcarance on the cinema screen was greeted by pro-
longed applause, and while they were in Paris ordinary
English tourists travelling in the provinces were more
than once made the subject, somewhat to their embar-
rassment, of pro-English demonstrations, and found
themselves the centre of cheering crowds.

‘It is one of the disadvantages inscparable from the
Republican form of government that no President can
hope to command the prestige and glamour of a crowned
head. But M. Lebrun, who is now concluding his term of
office, has an impeccable record of achievement through
seven long, anxious years, and we must see to it that
the welcome we accord to him is worthy of the occasion,
is a just tribute to the man and a convincing proof of our
affection for the country that he represents.

‘The English are not a demonstrative people. Cheers
stick in our throats. Self-consciousness glues our hands
to our sides. Englishmen fear making fools of themselves
more than they fear death.

‘So, Monsicur le President, I hope you will forgive
us if you detect a host of glum and stolid faces among
the crowds that come and greet you, if they gaze at you
with the faint astonishment with which they contemplate
the animals at the Zoo, if when they remove their
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hats they do so with obvious reluctance, replacing thern
as quickly as possible as though they were afraid o
catching cold, and if when they wave their arms
wave them in a slightly furtive manne
had sworn to their mothers that they
such an action in their lives.
‘Though their gestures are awkward, Monsie
President, their hearts are sound, and
faster to-day at the cry of “Vive la France!™
‘Some will regret that the programme  does not
include any naval or military demonstration. When the
King went to Versailles the French army and air force
were paraded for his benefit and the spectacle was
deeply impressive.
‘Foreigners may wonder that while Europe
the whole British Cabinet should spend three
evenings at a banquet, a ballet and a theatrical per-
formance. But so long as the days are filled with firm
statements and with swift decisions jt may perhaps be
well to continue in the cevenings the old English tradi-
tion of Drake finishing his game of bowls on Plymouth
Hoe with the Armada in sight; and of Wel
attending the Duchess of Richmond’
the eve of Quatre Bras. The on]
creating a false impression in the mj
people. In July 1914 Germany believed that France
was decadent and that England was on the brink of
civil war. Too late she learnt her error,
to save her from repeating the same cal
My first visit to France in 1938 w
the formation in Paris of a br
St. George. This branch decided

238

they
r as though they
would never commis

ur I
they arc beating

1s rocking
successive

lington
s ball in Brusscls on
y danger is that of
nds of a lesg civilized

It is our duty
amitous mistake.’
as In connection with
anch of the Socicty of
to hold their first public

FRANCE

invite me
i -ere good enough to nvi

April 24th and were g e me
m;znoc;l Iph'u'c no record of the speeck;ltha.tt{1 zrlrtxaGreat
) . ‘ ' -ed to prophesy
is asion, but I venturc U real
1> (-)CCq?)lSld, adopt some measure of conscrlpﬁlon_ SO oy
o 14 D .
s enerally expected. When on the .fo ow 1r\1§as Y
an “izgncémeﬁt was made that conscmp;{(t)nfor o
he 'Zrll?roduccd forthwith, 1 rccglvcd no .cwc(;sseSSion "
}el 1t al powers but only for having pccfn n 1}31 ot
L i -hich was not, 1n fact, the .

inside 1 mation, which ; ( . "
insile 'mforthis visi,t 1 had a conversation with (g;?ed

o : ) < & re

Dulcnl%ovc-Kalcrgi to whose work .I h"m\{/f(:icnce ec
.Cou( ‘evious c]nptér. He Cxprcsscd his con 1 o
war ploclrld be avoided but insisted upon ?,w unI;ox e

iy iti : a 1 sermany.
;Vf incrcasing British pr(.)pdgan(ll;ll(1 1Cr\17cnmﬁtlly 1;(]3 o
Vazl regime wo ¢ (
ieved that the Nazi regi 1y be oV
blfhoev\\f/; but the revolution that would ovcrIEI};t()\x };‘CM o
) rme from the Right rathcr. than the L.l. Fear o
C ism rendered the Right temporarily [0y
e, What f the greatest importance now
1 ’ ; 1€ C b

regime. What was o _ e e for
zi}aes tog persuade the people .that in _thc ?ﬁ;eEwou}id o
which Count Coudenhove 1s workmg e erows
mple room for the development of a free, p
a
A e ion: that I should speak from the

R y
He was most anxious . D 4 to o s,
' 1l im in Paris and 1 ag .

e platform with him 1 e o
?}rlr:: Ewctinq took place at the r.fh‘catr}(z 31/16 Cgai}; o
May 17th. Monsicur Ernest ’;\Icr_mel tfothat Shan o
us‘zznd the following is a translation of v

Is occasion. the honour
thl‘It is hardly six months agsq tha[t{léftrsigh ic honour
i 1 mce

ddress this audience. e o s
o he bridges and I am glad to be a y
flown under the g

239




THE SECOND WORLD WAR

to-da
ﬁdencye tt}}llaatnII rgig(?r’q the fu.ture with far greater con-
months ago T u C(ilt1 that nmc.‘ The policy which six
and Encland qug' t ;Pon the '(;ovcmmvnts of France
selves mo froe n(; mO o‘sc no time in Preparing theme
that there was on] ’;t]tt?l what Cventuality. [ Sz;i({ then
by persuading they C Way to prevent war g that wag
then that two ste anc‘rrny that hc_ would lose it, sai(i
this purpose. T:hcplfir‘\rer? essential towapds achieving
should rally to their ‘.S;)\xas that England anq France
those smaller nae :Sl( ]L the smaller nations of Europe
to the great D(‘mocr':(\‘l lat were ]ooking for I('a(lcrshi;
endeavour (0 obta; adies, and secondly that (hey gf ]I
‘That w 1s0 3 i the riendship of Rugsiy ¥ Hiould
As e constructive part of m.
At the same time . part of my ogry .
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listened to and (he dth.IS. My words \\'Cr(fhll(Jt then
Its authors were ‘ﬁo 1€y of appeasement continued
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Had not Hepr ;Hitle;\crc assured, ha nothing o fear
the most formal may Promised our Prip,. I\finismf in
torial ambitions in L::er timt he had o further t{‘l‘ri.]
consult Mr., Chambcrlé'op& jad he not undertaken to
possibly lead Lo - COnﬂ}n on all those questions that could
on the very da : 1ct and did ney Hery Ribbentr
similar guqran‘tzx“ en T was speaking i Paris, give
‘ arantee to the French Governmen 2 > give a
Enl\ifqy Vlvalx)‘nmgs bore no fruit cither ene
a1 . SIE .
allf far x,nolit o t.u,r?:.itq}' I had, withou knowing . |
Herr Hifl, Ic powerful and more cloquent ”lun? lt',‘ an
as T dlid I ls?ccc?d?d \vhc.rc I and those whe t}n%(“.
ad lamentably fajle(, Great as a 1ought
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work accomplished by Herr Hitler in his own country,
that which he has accomplished outside has been far
more impressive. The greatest of all his triumphs has
been to persuade the British Government to guarantee
the frontiers of ecastern Europe and to introduce in
eace time a system of compulsory military service.
It is difficult for those who live on the continent of
Europe to estimate the importance of the revolution
that has taken place in Briush policy during the last
four months. For so many centuries we English have
felt completely safe from any danger, protected both
by the silver sea and the guns of our Fleet. The minds of
Enghshmen move slowly and it has taken them a long
time to understand that the mvention of flying has
deprived them of their most precious possession — namely
their immunity from invasion. Aviation played such a
small part in the last war that it was soon forgotten, and
it has taken us twenty vears to understand that England
is now part of the continent of Europe.

‘I saw the other day in the streets of London a small
crowd that had collected outside a shop window. When
I went near in order to sce what was attracting their
attention, I saw that it was only a map of Europe on a
large scale. The unusual interest that the map aroused
in the minds of the group of my fellow citizens (men and
women) seemed to me to have a profound political
significance. Iimagined that they were asking themselves
for the first time “Where exactly is this Poland, whose
frontiers we have guaranteed? What is the position of
Roumania? and where are the northern frontiers
of Greece?”” That seemed to prove that the citizens of
England were understanding for the first time that they
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another it kept to the left.
mitted in one part of the ity and strictly punished in
another. Or again if there were customs duties levied on
all the bridges that cross the river.
would render life impossible, would lead to the break-
down of order, hopeless complications and finally to
violent conflict and bloodshed. Yet such are the very
conditions in which the inhabitants of Europe are living

together and unless we can change them the result
finally must be war.

‘The last war, which should have t
taught us in fact very little.
nations of the world were de
never again allow a world w

on account of the strength and the sincerity of this
determination that we allowed ourselves to be lulle
into a false sense of security.,

definitely that he will not do a thing, he cannot believe
that it is necessary to invent some complicated
machinery for preventing himself from doing it. Never-
theless, such machinery was invented and was called the
League of Nations. Some people mocked at i,
believed in it. The majority regarde
but without great confidence and no
ensure that the League should be able to work. The
League failed for two reasons, First, it comprised too
many members and sccondly the obligationg undertaken
by the various states were too vague. One of the first
trials which the League had to undergo showed the
chink in the armour. Many of us to-day have
the war of the Gran Chaco, a war
and Paraguay, a war which continued
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put themsclves entirely and absolutely at the service of
onc another but experience proved that they were not
ready to lift a finger upon onc another’s behalf,

“The fact which is the base of international relations
and which should never be forgotten is the following.
No nation will ever enter upon a war unless it is con-
vinced that its own vital interests are at stake. This is
the one firm rock upon which the sea of political
speculation makes no impression. It was upon this
rock that the League of Nations was wrecked because
those who had founded the League had foreotten i‘ts
existence, but it is also on the same rock that lTlCI‘(‘ ma
be founded that which shall succeed the Lcagué 'm(};
which shall surely be the salvation of Europe. ‘

‘Al_low me to explain myself more fully. The policy of
Munich was based on the belicf that the fate of (Vl7cc'ho-
slovakia was not of sufficient Importance to ng*'xncc
and England to justify their entry into a war. T(hosc
who opposed that policy at the time did not basc their
opposition on any sentimental affection for Czecho-
slovakia but only on the belief that if we allowed
such an act of aggression to succeed we should in the
end ou.rsclvcs become the victims of a similar act of
aggression.

‘Subsequent events have led our tyw
share this opinion. Those who at first denied that
collective security could ever work in practice are no?
doing all in their power to re-establish collcctiv!
security, but on a new and firmer basis — not on a vagy
1dealism but upon an urgent realism, on a base that( \qvlcl
be smaller and for this very reason more solid. We sh;ll
no longer demand that the Republics of South America
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shall guarantee the integrity of the Baltic States; we
shall no longer insist on the common interests of Siam
and Switzerland, but we shall say, and we are saying,
that certain European Powers are now threatened by a
common danger and that it is only by uniting together
and by undertaking very definite obligations and in
constructing firm alliances that we can possibly avoid

.that danger.

“This new league of nations will be firmly based on self
interest, on an imperious necessity, on a desperate need
which we share alike. The facts of the situation are
compelling the nations to accept the doctrine which
Count Coudenhove-Kalergi has been preaching for so
long. Europe is one. To commit an act of aggression
against one state in Europe is to do violence to Europe
itself. If we allow aggression and breach of faith to
triumph in one part of Europe it will triumph through-
out. The Municipality of this great Capital in which we
are could never permit a band of hooligans to dominate
one quarter of the town. In the same way the supporters
of order and of civilization will never allow the mind
and the morality of gangsters to establish itself as the
supreme power over a part of Europe.

‘I do not mean by this that therc is any reason to
interfere in the system of government that any country
has chosen for itself. If, for example, a people like the
German people really love the Nazi system, heaven

~forbid that we should do aught to prevent them from

enjoying it. In any community that is well and wisely
administered each individual is allowed to manage the
affairs of his own household in the way that seems best
to him but he is not allowed to interfere in the affairs of
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his neighbour. It is not because Germ
a totalitarian system that we are
her as a danger

any has adopted
compelled to consider
but it is because she shows an ever
increasing tendency to interfere in the affairs of her
neighbours. It is not the Nazi philosophy which to-day
constitutes the threat to the peace and order of Europe
but it is the ambition — the aggressive ambition — of
Germany.
“The task, the duty, the mission of the great
democracies of the West is to re-establish peace and order
on the Continent. Our allies in accomphshing this task
are the governments of all the small states who turn
towards us both for protection and for leadership, but
in addition to them our allies are also the inhabitants of
every country in the world who desire and fervently long
for the benefits of peace and the privilege of liberty.’

The mood of Paris in May 1939 was very different
from what it had been in November 1938. Six months
of sound administration at home combined with six
months of insolence and aggression from the totalitarian
Powers had restored self confidence and stiffened resis-
tance. I had a long conversation with Monsieur Paul
Reynaud at this time, when he explained to me what he
had done and how he had been abletodoit. In England
we were slow to recognize what a remarkable rccbvcry
France had made in so short a time and thercfore on
my return to London I published an article mn order to
draw attention to it.

#* * * *

‘No period less suitable for financial reform
struction could possibly be imagined than t
months. It has been a period of anxiety pun
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denounced the heretical belief that the amount of work
to be done in any country was static, and that theretore
an increase in the number of workers by the admission
of refugees must lead to an increase in the number of
the unemploycd.

“The same heresy prevailed in France under the rule of
the Popular Front. There it took the form of saying,
“As the amount of work iIs limited, if each man does less
work more men will be employed”. Hence the forty-
hour five-day weck.

‘M. Reynaud, however, knew better. He pointed out
that to knock onc day out of the week was as unwise as
it would be to destroy one machine in cvery factory
throughout the country. It meant simply less production,
and therefore less wealth. He saw also that the creation
of public works which werc not nceded was waste of
public money, and that the multiplication of civil
servants was a subvention to idleness.

‘He thercfore sct himself the uncongenial task of
increasing hours of work, of diminishing public expendi-
ture, of reducing the numbers of State employces and of
raising additional taxation.

“The French Constitution cnabled this work to be
carried out by means of a committee empowered to pass
decrees having the force of law. He was therefore
delivered from two obstacles which stand in the way of
democratic ministers anxious to introduce reforms. First,
the delays of the legislature. Secondly, the objections of
their colleagues.

‘In England it takes us two months to pass the Finance
Bill, and in every Cabinct cach Minister is naturally
the advocate of his own Department and must object to
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any .cconomies that affect it. In France, however, the
Minister of Finance, having the support of the President
pof the Council, is able to proceed more rapidly and more

3

 ydrastically than would ever be permitted to our Chan-

cellor of the Exchequer.

‘The first condition, therefore, which has made
possible the remarkable success of M. Reynaud, has been
, the loyal and unfaltering support of his Chief, M.
¢ Daladicr. Even this, however, might have proved

.insufficient in view of the unpopular nature of the steps
¢ that had to be taken if M. Reynaud had not possessed
another and a more important asset, namely the respect
;;0f membcr§ of all parties in the Chamber.
« ‘He is himself at present detached from any party.
\ The 'nght, however, welcomed his arrival at the Ministry
¢ of Finance, knowing his financial orthodoxy. The Left
welcom.cd his inclusion in the Government because they
, knew him to be a supporter of a vigorous foreign policy,
- and to be without any illusions as to the dangers which
. threatened France or as to the amount of faith that was
to be placed in the promises of the Dictators. They
knew also that it was through no wish of his own that
he had been called upon to perform this task and that he
was always rcady to hand it over to anyone who thought
they could do it better.

“Therefore, while the Left have regarded with dismay
his stern but salutary measures, they have no wish to
see him leave the Government, as they have more
confidence in his statesmanship than in that of some of
his colleaguecs.

. ‘A Socialist deputy recently remarked to M. Reynaud

We will make you Foreign Minister in our next Govern:
251
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ment”. He replicd with a smile;, “Allow me to remai
a little longer where I am; in order that yvour Toreig
Minister may feel that the financial situation of the
country is sound and solid”.

‘But it 1s not only the support of politicians, whethe
of the Right or of the Lett, that has enabled M. Reyvnaud
to succeed so far in the accomplishment of his task. He
has had also behind him the patriousm of the French
people. This immense resource has never failed him.
Although the hours of work have lengthened, although
the cost of living has risen, although the number of
public functionaries has decreased, although the weight
of taxation has grown heavicr, the French people have
not murmured, because they knew that their country
was in danger and that sacrifices must be made by all.

‘A proud and restless people, critical of incompetence,
impatient of interference and resolutely opposed to the
slightest indication of tyranny, the French have never-
theless been prepared throughout their history to give
unlimited power to a man they can trust in a moment of
danger. It is for this reason above all others that M.
Reynaud has been able to make such an auspicious
opening to his plan of campaign. For these last six
months form only the first period of a three-year plan.

‘When the cash lists for the new French loan were
opened on the morning of May 15th, they had to be
closed early in the afternoon. The whole sum of
£34,000,000 had alrcady been subscribed and immed-
iately the value of the franc increased on every Exchange
in Europe and America. -

‘Gold is alrcady flowing back into France with as
great rapidity as it was flowing away six months ago.

=y
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silently acquiesced in the Governmen’s new policy stil]
hankered after the old. Some when confronte with the
deterioration of Internationy] relations h
feeling that the less said about it the

once obscrved to

ad the uneasy
better. A friend

me at a time of CXCeptionally baq
unemployment ‘If only they wouldn’t  pyblis, the
figures” " Ang there are p

1any people who when pre.
sented with an unpleasant situation incline to the belief

that there is a 8ood deal to be sa;q for the policy of the
ostrich. The pacifist deplores (] sound of the trumpet;
the advocate of peace at any price i apt to mistake
resistance for Provocation. An( j¢ was thus that there
gradually grew up in England ip the ranks of he Prime

Inister’s loyalest supporters body of Opinion which
would never openly disapprovc ofanything he said or did
but which dumbly regretted the change thyy had come
over his policy.,

A semi-humoroys speech by (he Archb
minster, (o which nobody ¢o
serious objection, provided
article that I wrote con

ishop of West-

uld Possibly haye |
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olicy of
I believed were working for a return to the policy
ajappeasement and acquiescence. .

’ * ok x .

: . i addressing
,th “The Cardinal Archbishop of \Vels{tmlnleser,ed e S
o Catholic Truth Society last week, cx}zld for 2 month
cothe if it were possible to muzzle the wo e of pence.

fhac llt‘ would prove beneficial to the Ca(lil RS
» ;}/}C ya weary heart and many a deafene
te Many a w .

o bave welcomed the Sléggzsiizrf'aplai“ed’ would apply
‘ ar : S
“The muzzle, the ! . Newspaper

g to 3;16 Swritten as well as to the SPOLe;lumorbi close dpdown
} incmas w : £

ase to appear, C1 s’ the ban o

Woélld ((:)(;1 all “wild statesmen and orators™ t
1 and up . o
 silence would be unploscclll.as frequently been CrltICIZehd

“Writing as one who ' an say truth-
v fi rvsvreaki%]g too often and too plal.ndly, II‘nf)?e N{) Hews.
X foll pthat anOdY would enjoy a holi gytes to listen to in
. );rs to read in the morning, no deba fter dinner — it
: p}?p afternoon, no speeches to cnduri . was no argu-
’ - " ‘
5 zoznds an idyllic existence. “h?{ebtc c;rg MR
: » there could — bid
it may b(, hCld, nl to f‘or 1
! me;lc;,so often precedes the blow you lhilt‘fro Y
‘ V;’XO former in order to climmate_ the 1ad e.respcct to His
bt simple as that? With all due respect o His
E irlllelicc a;ﬁd with all sincere Synipathya:;l and quiet —
for:quietness, can we be Con-ﬁde(? t t};izpien truth natural
. tly associated —
words so frequently
itants? . ing no news-
COPViIOhr?n the first pleasant surp.rlsehof 1ﬁ£grngoﬁ', would
ers awaiting us in the morning lsc anxieties return?
tran uillity ensue or would the o our minds the
tSrli1 nqld we be able to banish from
ou
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haunting "visions of scheming statesmen, of marching
armies and of men-of-war at sea? And even if we were
successful in banishing the thought should we be able
to alter the reality?

‘The Cardinal, of course, spoke half in jest, but he did
express in an exaggerated form what many feel  namely
that the utterances of politicians and publicists do more
harm than good, that everything that is said demands
an answer and the answer is never the final word, that
argument leads to anger and that anger may lead to
war.

“The distressing history of the last few years may scem
to confirm this view, but surely 1t is not so much the
quantity as the quality of what has been said that 1s at
fault.

‘It would indeed be a melancholy conclusion to
arrive at that speech — one of the few gifts that dis-
tinguish us from the other creatures - had in the long
run done us more harm than good; and the mention of
those other creatures should remind us that lacking this
peculiarity does not seem to have afforded them great
benelit,

‘There are no speeches made in the jungle, neither is
there any peace there. Tts inhabitants live i hourly
terror. ‘The majority of such pleasures as they enjoy
are derived from the cruclty and suffering they inflict
on others. If it be true that our remote ancestors lived
there, nobody has anv wish 1o return. It has taken us
many centuries to reach our present level, and if the
gift of specch, like all other gifts, is often abused, it has
undoubtedly served our needs and may yet prove our
salvation.
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“The most profound mistake that we .rrlztlgcir;r;gci)zz
approach to the problem of world peacz:1 Hnt amagne
that peace is the natural state of man arél eg{ wn‘. oty
his folly or his wickedness which has produc ar.

-ary 1s the fact. . ' .
Cozll\l/iilll}illl the primitive state thinks only of hlmesrellefr,n}iléz
mate and his young — all other_crcat.ures1 a}i'e cnemies
to be feared and destroyed. Manina shghr}]}; 1gWhO ate
of devclopment thinks on.ly of his tribe. "bose’lrc 0 are
members of it are his allies. All other tribes <

cared and destroyed. .
fc%lI;dtl:gclast few thousand years —a very .short pcgl(zi
in Man’s historv but the only one of wluc}} we ‘aith
written record — man has Dbeen cndcavgulx 1ng,Afow
varying success, to scramble up one stage h(llg 1tel;iiﬁ‘€rem
enlightened leaders of thought have realized a diffevent
periods in these two or three 'thousand yeari ar it
unnccessary for the various tribes to quarrel, t z(;that
plentcous carth can provide abundance fc?r_al , ém | tha
strife is an evil heritage from a baser origin. o ribes

have combined and made nations an.d ndtlonsqouﬁht
con bined and made empires, and cmpires have i] ?M]
to L+ universal in order that peace might prc}va .have
these efforts owe such measure of success as tl];fl};d e
obtaincd to the gift of speech, \.vhlc.h has cnathC the
sane and the wise to impress their views upon

c lish. .
1n‘(%}§?i(‘3>rmnutcl\' the process has not been COi{tm?l?Sé
As to the houses which children build w1.t1; (:a.)f si,vﬂiz,a-
scems to be a limit imposed upon the hClg"lt‘O ? fc 2
tion  What manner of men the Sumcrm?itlwcof we
can hardly guess, and we know all too lttle
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Egyptians. But we do know that the Greeks 400 ye
‘t?cfore the birth of Christ, had reached a Ic’vel iny al;
literature and philosophy "that was not recaptured 'E;'r'l
ever has been, for 2000 years. B
‘\V.c know that in the latter days of the Roma(e
Empire, Europe was for a century or more enjoying I
greater measure of peace than she has c;/cr cril'oag
since. Yet each one of these efforts was do {1YC
ultimate frustration. omed 1o
“The reason is not far to seek. No cataclysm of nature

was responsiblc; it has always been man himself who has '
e

destroyed the works of man. He has not done ;
fo?’lIi‘ﬁl words but by forcible action. ‘ one 1t by
¢ artistic and talkative i 1

survived }f it had not been for tlﬁttﬁg;inguillrf}lu }'%?Ye
and cfficient inhabitants of Sparta. The eaclclla;‘xstlc
RomandEmplre was destroyed by the armc(i)hordcos ‘;}}:g
SW it fr

Daerf:be‘mvn upon 1t from beyond the Rhine and the'

‘Already the muzzle which His Eminence hank
after has been all too liberally applied to the inly: la.nlxers
of the world we live in. There are few co o )_ltan'ts
Europe where free speech is permitted. We h;f‘l’tr‘lcs .
regime inaugurated by the public burnine V?‘Sgcn 2
and since then not only has no free thoubhtob -OOkS
romance nor poctry found expression for fear gf T dling
the rules of orthodoxy. oftending
‘So, although there are momer hen we
silc.ncc and look with sympathy a:tih‘g lfl';?t “VL llong fgr
which Carlyle praised the virtue of holding (})ln )C’)‘umcs .
in the long run we must all realize tll%l[ f; b‘cliongue,
speech remains one of the most precious, byt nc(;t zglc gtg
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the most secure, portions of our heritage and we must
echo the words which Tennyson wrote when in his day
the Press was rebuked for the disrespect with which they

had referred to Napoleon 1I1.

¢« As long as we remain, we must speak free,
Though all the storm of Europe on us break,
No petty German State are we.

But the one voice in Europe: we must speak
That if to-night our greatness werce struck dead,

There might be left some record of the things we
said.”’

Shortly after the campaign in favour of a return to
appeasement assumed more alarming dimensions, and
it was focused in a letter by Lord Rushcliffe to The
Times which appeared on May 3rd. I wrote an answer
which was published on the following morning. I fol-
lowed the letter up by an article which appcared on
May gth, under the title of ‘Grasp the Nettle’:

‘During the last three weeks a revolution has taken
place in the foreign policy of Great Britain, to which
there is no parallel in our long history.

‘Great Britain has become part of the
Europe. We may regret the fact, but we must face it.
The invention of flving has brought the danger of war
to our own doorsteps. For seven centurics no hostile
force has landed on this island. War has meant for the
majority of the inhabitants turning out to cheer the troops
when they marched away, and welcoming them on their
return. To-day war means, for those who are not
engaged in the conduct of it, the necessity of immediately

taking cover.

continent of
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“This fact, and others, have rendered it necessary to
adopt a European foreign policy, to form alliances and
to give guarantees. The good faith of Britain is bound up
now with the frontiers not only of France but also of
Poland, of Greece and of Roumania. It is not proposed
here to defend that policy, and for two reasons. First, it is
the very policy which I advocated in these columns six
months ago. Sccondly, it has been accepted by the
House of Commons without a single dissentient voice.

‘Such unanimous approval of so startling and radical
a change of policy is deeply impressive. The country,
represented by the Commons, is committed, and it is
important that the country should fully understand
the extent of the commitment. If the vital interest of
any of the countries mentioned is attacked, Great
Britain is pledged to go to war in order to assist them,

‘It is a dangerous policy, but in the world to-day
there is no royal road to safety. The only alternative is
to stand alone, to watch the successive defeats of all who
might have been our friends, and to await our turn at
the end of the programme.

‘Because it is a dangerous policy it must he pursued
with resolution. Rose leaves can be toyed with, neules
must be firmly grasped. There has been much delay in
adopting the policy, and the result of that delay has been
to arouse suspicion as to the extent of our sincerity in
its adoption. Unless that suspicion is allayed the whole
purpose of our policy may be frustrated.

‘We are attempting to form a team of nations for the
preservation of the peace of the world. Great Britain
must be the captain of that team, but if the members of
the team have any doubt of the steadfast determination
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of their captain they will begin one by one to fall away
and the team will straggle into destruction. |
“The decision to adopt the p].‘m.mplc ?f compu sor};
service has gone far to carry conviction. No bcttcr}; proc:i
could have been given that we had seriously cml ra(:(id
the new policy than thc" abandonment of r& 1cbgcn
voluntary principle to which we have so lo gt een
faithful. I was in Paris when .thc annour}cem?;{ vas
made, and throughout France it was received like th
fa victory. -
ne“:’[?ll(z :cfusal of the Labour Party to support'fltlls
unfortunate, but it could probably be overcome 1 i(t):;
Labour Party did not share to some extent the :suspli s
that arc centertained abroad as to the sincerity of t
ernment’s conversion. .
G?Itc Iirsmilligzcsd regrettable that in these cu‘cgn.lstan(g:s
colour should have been lent to such suspicions hy
friends and supporters of the Government. Bcﬁoreb(t:ef1
Military Service Bill has become law a campalgn has beer,
started for making further concessions to those ! cat. o
States who have repeatedly violated the laws of nzli ior
and shocked the conscience of fhc \.vorld, and. '»2/1 10 ;ri
three years have, by force, extinguished the indepe
dence of four countries. _
“The campaign was opened by a letter tof The Tzr:z}eg
from Lord Rushcliffe, formerly a.Cabmct hY mxstér a
still one of the highest paid ofﬁcxals_ under th’c. rogﬁé
He wrote, of course, in a purely private }Czlp‘}lc1t>é,}1&ir_
forcigners find it difficult to undgrstand tlat.(tllc hair-
man of the Unemployment Assistance Bo(zil} ,_wedob
appointed by the Government and can be 1smlssC rniny
them, can make an important suggestion conc g
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foreign policy without having reccived any encourage-
ment from the Government to do so. We may deplore
the ignorance of foreigners in this respect, but it is a
pardonable error.

‘Lord Rushcliffe thinks it should be possible to meet
the claims of Italy in the Mediterranean, but is not
quite certain what those claims may be. The French
have no doubt upon the matter.

¢ “Corsical — Tunis ! — Nice!”

‘Lord Rushcliffe would dismiss that cry as “the
irresponsible demands of a section — probably a small
section — of the ITtalian populace”. But does he really
believe that any scction of the Italian populace would
dare to express an opinion that had not previously
received approval from above? And has he forgotten
that it was not the populace but the members of what
corresponds in the Italian constitution to the British
House of Commons who unanimously raised that cry?

‘If those members are not — as it may indecd be held
that they are not — the true representatives of the people,
then they are, of necessity, the nominees of the Dictator,
and 1t is significant that the Dictator, while he has not
endorsed, has never repudiated these claims.

‘The campaign in favour of concession so unhappily
opened was carried further the following day by a
leading article also in The Times when the unfortunate
slogan was promulgated, “Danzig is not worth a war”,
No more direct incitement to Herr Hitler to march his
troops into the City could possibly have been given.

‘Once again those tiresome foreigners arc under a
false impression of which it is impossible to rid them.
They believe that The Times is a semi-oflicial newspaper
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and that the views put forward in its leading articles are
the views that the Government desires to be put forward.
They were encouraged in this erroncous belief by the fact
that The Times was the first and only newspaper 1n
England to advocate the cession of the Sudctt.*n terri-
torics to Germany, and although that pollcy was
denounced by the Foreign Office at the time 1t was
eventually adopted.

‘No official denial has followed the plc:} for the
abandonment of Danzig and if anxiety is felt in Poland
we can hardly be surprised. The Poles are r‘cally th'c
best judges of the value of Danzig. The cry ¢ Doyer is
not worth a war” would probably carry conviction to
the heart of every Pole, but it would mect with little
approval from Englishmen.

‘But Danzig is more important to Poland than Dover
to England because it is situated at the mouth of the
Vistula down which a great part of the trade of Poland
must flow. The conqueror of Danzig would very soon
be the dictator of Poland and that unhappy country
which the Great War rescued from a century of bondage
would relapse once more into servitude.

‘Danzig 1s not worth a war —no indeed, nor was
Abyssinia, nor was Austria, nor was Czcchoslpvakla, nor
was” Memel, nor was Albania. But where 1s the'end?
There is a story in the Arabian Nights of an oriental
potentate — pacific and philosophical — who when they
told him that the cnemy had conquered his distant
provinces replied “Enough remains”.

“The enemy, however, was not satisfied and the war
was carried into the heart of the kingdom. Whenever
a new loss was announced the King calmly replied
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“Enough remains”. But at last they reached the walls
of the capital and laid them low and they took that king
and cut off his head.

¢ ¢ b : .
Then”, comments the chronicler, “cnough did not
Iy -

remain”.

The following week T contributed an article on the
subject of the visit of the King and Queen 1o Canada and
the United States — a non-controversial theme, and a
pleasant change from those with which I usually dealt.

#* * * * ’

‘I was recently asked by one of those profound students
of world affairs who read only between the lines of news-
papers and attach deep and hidden meanings to the
most unpremeditated actions of the great, what was the
true political significance of the visit which our King
and Queen are paying to the United States of America.
I replied that in my opinion it had no particular
political significance but was mercly the natural and
fortunate outcome of a series of events.

‘It was important that the King should visit Canada.
Since the passing of the Statute of Westminster the King
has been the sole link which holds togcther the British
Commonwecalth of Nations. This fact is not always {ully

appreciated cven at home, and is seldom understood or

believed in foreign countries.

“The Government of Canada is in exactly the same
position with regard to the King as the Government of
Great Britain. The Parliament that sits at Ottawa is as
frce and unfettered in all its actions as the Parliament
that sits at Westminster. The Cabinct who meet in
Downing Street have no control whatever over anv of
the sclf-governing Dominions, whose High Commis-
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sioners are their Ambassadors, and the British Secretary
of State for the Dominions has functions analqgous to
those of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. .

‘The King is, therefore, under a far greater obligation
to visit his Dominions than were any of his predecessors,
and it is to be hoped that in the long and hqppy reign
which we all wish him, each one of the Domnions will
enjoy the privilege of a Royal visit. .

‘Since, therefore, 1t was necessary for him to go to
Canada it was very obviously desirable that he 'sl.lould
extend his journey to the United States, for to visit the
continent of North America without sceing anything of
the United States would indeed be as though a man were
to go to a performance of Hamlet and Lo withdraw {from
the auditorium whenever the Prince of Denmark was on
the stage. .

“Which of us having crossed the Atlantic Ocean fvoul.d
willingly forego a glimpse of New York, which 1s
certainly onc of the major wonders of the modern \«{or!d.
The King and Queen undoubtedly share the curiosity
which their humblest subjects would experience 1n
similar circumstances and would have been eq.ua_lly
disappointed if any cause had prevented that curiosity
from being graufied.

‘The people of Great Britain, reluctant as they were
to be parted from the Head of the State even temporarily
in these anxious times, are glad for many reasons tvhat
‘the King and Quecen should pay this visit to the New
World. In the first place they do not gru_dge a holiday
to onc whose responsibilities are never ending and whosc
term of office is a life sentence. Nor could any h‘ohday
be better chosen for a man who was a sailor before he
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was a king — than onc that will be spent so largely on
the sea.

“They are glad that the King should see America,
and they are equally glad that America should see the
King. We are very proud of Their Majesties, and we
have no doubt whatever of the impression they will
produce upon the open-minded, warm-hearted people
of the United States. There is indeed in the minds of
many Americans a deeply ingrained distrust of Royalty,
born of an ancient grudge, handed down by tradition
and nourished by doctrines that have been firmly held
for a century and a half.

‘But George VI is not George I11, and we arce anxious
that Americans should see the difference. It is true that
our King is descended in the fifth generation from that
well meaning if meddlesome monarch, but even the
stern vengeance of the Old Testament did not extend
beyond the third and fourth generations.

‘Thercfore we may surely take it for granted that no
recollection of some of the least glorious pages in English
history will interfere with the welcome which Their
Majesties will receive, and that the ancient grudge has
been as completely forgotten in New York as it has in
London, where the statue of George Washington stands
within sight of that of George III and under the shadow
of Nelson’s monument.

‘On the other hand we do not expect Americans to
subscribe to the sentiment which Shakespeare put into
the mouth of one of his worst monarchs:

““There’s such divinity doth hedge a king
That treason can but peep to what it would.”
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‘The Americans are unrepentant republicans. Their
constitution has served them well and they have hid
no reason to regret it. They w%ll not be dazzlgc.l by t g
glamour of Royalty. They will judge our King z;ln
Quecen upon their merits. Confident of the verdict, that
i at we demand. '
} ?\]/i/c}}:\dri: ‘glcad, also, that at a period when the world 15
full of fearful rumours they should not have been allo’wfe
to interfere with the Royal time-table, and .that‘ t.he Il\mig
and Queen have refused to postpone their VlSltIW Lxcdl
was arranged so long ago and which has been looke

‘ar so cagerly. .
f‘or“I\truiS ;0;:()):‘{ if Britain’s dctcrmingtion to C(})ntim‘uc
hoping for the best, and of her confidence in her sea
power if the worst should eventuate. o ‘

‘Yet another feature of this auspicious vIsit 15 a source
of satisfaction to the people of Great Britamn. Thc'cllxmg
will have an opportunity of getting to know the President.
Heads of States have in the past been l¥t'tlc but namcs,
and not always even names to the citizens of other

tions. .
na‘Evcn to-day the ordinary Englishman would hcsllt.ate
to name the King or President of half a dozen fOlflgfl
countries, but there is not one home in a million w 1cxlc
the name of President Roosevelt 1s not a ‘hou.sehold w}orc..
The radio has brought him to countless ‘f1rc51de's and 'lle }s
certainly the first President of the United Statcs_ W 1}(1)?(3
voice has been familiar to Englishmen. In that V(.nEC tl ey
have heard expression given to sentlmcm)s_ \.Vhl;l tt z}cly
recognized as their own, and _thcy have rcljimcec at the
vision and courage which inspired the speaker. broad

‘As they listened to him the waters of the broa
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Atlantic scemed to dwindle and they understood that
(11§tancc cannot divide nations who share a common
falth.. At such moments who has not wished that all
remaining causcs of misunderstanding might be rcm;\'c‘d?
Who has not thought how fine a g(fstur; 1t would be i.f
when the King says good-bye to the President he could
leave with him an envelope which on bein ) d
would be found to contain a cheque for be mho!
balance of that unhappy debt.

‘But such deeds belong to the realms of roma
rather than to the world of realitics. The rcﬁl im ort‘ ll‘fe
oft}}e King’s visit is the opportunity it provides E ::nfw
paying debts, for making treaties or f‘or/ $ rnod' -
propaganda, but for the Heads of two grcatb C(; plcc'a ‘;‘g
have so much in common, to shake hangs p" ;, " 10
another and have a talk.’ it one

Throughout the various stages of the Czechoslovakian
tragedy I had felt that many Englishmen — fy h
man in the street to the man inbthc (Iabinct(in 't -C
forming a false estimate of the issue by asking them \\IC}C
the questions ‘What is Czechoslovakia to us? Hms'c }'CS
the survival or disappearance of a rcpubli(: n C; t‘ui
Europe affect the welfare of the British Em()'l’l*(;’
Equally mistaken, so it seemed to me, had b(:cn tho I‘ “3‘
basced their support of a more determined pol von
our obligations under the Covenant of theme e
upon the moral duty of defending the weak aqwifstt o
provoked aggression by the strong. The mainicfnn‘xc Un}
Czcechoslovakia was, T believed, a Britsl intcrgst Ctlo
loss of it a British dcfeat. A strong place upon our fr 7 ti .
had fallen. The loss could only be made 0 O;l lk‘:r
redoubling our preparations for defence. oot By
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I feared that the same mistake might be made with
regard to Poland, and when the phrase ‘Danzig is not
worth a war’ became current in London I noticed that
simultancously a French journalist raised the cry in
Paris “Why dic for Danzig?’ I wrote thercfore an article
in which I tried to state in the very short space at my dis-
posal what the situation with regard to Danzig really was.

* * * *

“The fierce scarchlight of the world’s attention has
been suddenly switched on to the ancient city of Danzig.

‘Danzig is a city with a long history, and bears the
record of it written plain in a number of beautiful and
well-preserved churches, public buildings and private
dwellings. Until the middle of the fiftcenth century it
was one of the four principal towns that formed the
Hanscatic League, an association of independent com-
mercial towns bound together for the purpose of further-
ing their mutual interests. When the League decayed,
Danzig became voluntarily part of the kingdom of
Poland, and remained so for goo vears.

“The most cynical crime committed in the cighteenth
century was the partition of Poland. This long-
established kingdom, comprising within its borders a
people of one race, of one language and of one faith, was
gradually carved up by its more powerful neighbours,
Russia, Austria and Prussia, until not an acre of it
remained. There was no war nor defeat in battle, but
overwhelming pressure was brought to bear. Over a
period of ycars a series of partition treatics werce con-
cluded, to the first of which Poland unwillingly consented
and the last of which she was unable to resist.

“The past history of Poland is pregnant with warning
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other port than Danzig available. Therefore Danzig

was created a free city with a democratic constitution
under the control of a High Commissioncr appointed
by the League of Nations. The system worked satisfac-
torily until the coming of the Nazi regime which has so
successfully upset everything in Europe.

“The Nazis succecded In obtaining a two-thirds
majority in the Danzig Senate which enabled them to
alter the constitution to their will. The internal adminis-
tration of the city is already under Nazi control. The
President of the Senate s the real ruler. He is Herr
Greiser, an enthusiastic Nazi who distinguished himself
once at Geneva by cocking a snook at the Council of
the Leaguc.

“The High Commissioner of the League, Herr Burck-
hardt, a distinguished Swiss historian, refers to himself
humorously as the ghost of Geneva, who haunts but
can no longer alarm those who have usurped his func-
tions. Itis to the creditof the twomen that they remain the
best of fricnds, and T have enjoved a delightful evening’s
duck shooting in the company of hoth of them and enter-
tained them together on board H.)LS. Enchantress.

‘While the Germans have been asserting themselves
in Danzig the Poles have not been idle. They were
quick to perceive the new danger that threatened them
and they prepared to mect it. Danzig, by the terms of
the Treaty, must not be fortified and thercfore could not
serve as a naval base to cither Germans or Poles. To
meet the difficulty the Poles have succeeded by an effort
which is little less than miraculous :n transforming within

a period of less than ten years a small fishing village into

a great port.
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‘Nine years ago the population of Gdynia was less than
400; to-day it is more than 100,000. Here lies the Polish
Navy, including two of the most modern destroyers
completed for Poland in Great Britain two vears ago
and appropriately named Thunder and Lightning. Here
also is a new base for Poland’s commerce, much of
which has migrated hither from Danzig, together with
a large part of the Polish population, so that the German
preponderance in that city has been further increased.

‘As, therefore, the Germans have control of Danzig
and as the Poles have a port at Gdynia what, it may well
be asked, is the trouble about? The answer is that there
need be no trouble and that the Poles certainly do not
want any. They have acquiesced in the situation at
Danzig although it is very different from what was
contemplated by the Powers at Geneva. The Germans
are no more oppressed in Danzig than they are in
Berlin.

‘The Polcs, however, are sl interested in Danzig
from two points of view, First they must retain their
commercial privileges there, for despite the rise of
Gdynia there is still one advantage which belongs to
Danzig and which Gdynia can never possess. Danzig
15 situated at the moutl of the Vistula - that great
river which runs through Poland ang whose waters
provide cheap transport from the interior of the country
to the sca. Germany professes willingness 10 guarantee
Polish rights in this respect, but German guarantees
have recently lost something of their value, and the
bravest man may be pardoned a moment’s hesitation
before putting his head into the lion’s mouth however
unexceptional the cuarantee,
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‘Much more important, howe\.'erl,) ]thag the icff)g;ls;;la;
is strategic aspect. To put it bluntly —
Ectillclogxtvcd ti)) fort?f_v Danzig and make of it a n?vél ba;:
Poland will lie at the mercy of Germanyl.{' Tllf;le(;l V:/he
little hope for the survival of Czechoslovahla \g‘fcnSive
Sudeten  territories which comprised the de psive
frontier of Bohemia were lost. There would be no opd
for the survival of Poland with the Gprman army atreld
navy established at Danzig. The Iabor10us\ly (:onlsittrl;xr(:3 i
port of Gdynia, representing such a vas? cxpenb( ure of
labour, of talent and of wealth, situated as it 1; u -
miles from Danzig, could be blown‘to smithereens by
the vastly superior naval resources of G‘cr.man};. Danzig
‘A great power in undisputed possession %h g
holds a noose round the neck o‘f Pplalld. e
know it. After a century of subjection they have ex(i
perienced twenty years of freedom. They will ﬁgh.tt a:{le
perish rather than submit to anothq period of scrv1f;1ced.
It is impossible to believe that if they wfere acec
with these dire alternatives they would be left to fig
b
a](x)‘;lesimilar intention animated another article thathI
wrote a little later, namely the wish to make pllz'un to Eh:
public the meaning of our new forcign po 1(};}7 — the
causés and the result of it. There was'bound to be g;the
-eluctance amongst the large liberal-mmdcd&ec?lon C;‘rom
sommunity at parting with the League of l}iu?}?;mfore
which they had hoped so much. I thoug 11 refore
‘hat if the new policy could be pI‘CSCI.lth to them as e
ormation of another and more practical league it mig

rove easier of acceptance,
* * * *
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‘Englishmen, with their healthy distaste for logic, are
always reluctant to accept finality. They n{air;tain
forms and ceremonies that have lost their meaning and
do horpagc to empty shrines in which they have ceased
to believe.

‘And so because a large number of Englishmen
embrace ! the ideals of the League of A\'mi;)né with
enthusiasm, and because the vast majority of E;l hish-
men regarded the League with mild approval thcgwill
doubtless be shocked to read the blunt Sta!c;ncntytllat
the Le'flgl'le is as dead as mutton. They will protest
that this Is an cxaggeration. They will point Olli)t that
L(?rd Halifax was recently at Geneva, that the Lea >
ngh. Commissioner has returned to Danzig and thagtutflz
xzi,ﬁzz,d the League of Nations Union continue

.‘All th1:s is true and it may well be that the Leg
will continue to perform uscful services of a sé ‘gulc
.educatlonal or scientific character, but in so f ?m,
1t was designed to prevent war and to sctlt]c nter.
national disputes it has fajled completely 'm(;m&r-
sooner we recognize the fact the better. If wc, rLco ni B
3?6 fact we may discover the cause of it, and 1gfif§
C:ﬁf)(:/(: the cause we may avoid a repetition of the

‘Th.c first symptom of a disease that finally prove
f‘atal 15 frequently so slight as to pass umloticch TILS‘
first symptom of the malady that killed the Lea, ’l.lC *lc
the war of the Gran Chaco, the Very name ()? w}"\:s
most .pcoplc have alrcady forgotten. This war bety .“(- l
Bolivia and Paraguay, carricd on in the centre ofS\CCtE
America, aroused little interest in Europc, andOltlhc
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League, beyond making inquiries and issuing reports,
did very little to check it.

“The next intimation that something was wrong with
the League followed — Japan's interference with China.
Much greater interest was aroused. Many European
countries have interests in China. None have greater
interests than Great Britain. The League was deeply
stirred, and on this occasion went so far as to condemn
the aggressor. But once again nothing was done about
it, and the aggressor could afford to laugh at the con-
demnation,

‘Then followed the invasion of Abyssinia. For the first
time a European Power was directly concerned. The
feelings of Europe were roused. There was considerable
indignation, and it was felt by many that the supreme
test for the League of Nations had arrived.

‘The League reacted more violently than ever before,
and went so far as to apply economic sanctions against
Italy. The sanctions failed, the Leaguc was dcfeated,
and from thenceforward its days were numbered.
The death certificate was provided by the events of last
September, when during the gravest international crisis
that has arisen since 1914 it was never even suggested
that the League of Nations should be consulted, although
Czechoslovakia was a prominent and active member,
and although the League Assembly was actually sitting
at the time.

‘In the three instances given the cause of failure was
always the same — namely the reluctance of the Govern-
ments forming the League to being drawn into war.
Nor were the Governments solely to blame. In a
democratic country it is the duty of Governments to
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carry out the will of the people. The principles of the
League of Nations had more popular support in this
country than in any other, but it would be idle to pretend
that even in this country a majority of the people would
have wclcon.ic'd, or cven willingly accepted, war on
behalf of Bolivia or Paraguay, of China, or of Abvssinia

‘What lesson is to be drawn from these events? It is.
that no democratic country will ever go to war.unlcss
the people are convinced that their 0{\'n vital interests
are affected. Modern war is such a fearful thing — so
utterly c?iﬂ‘crcnt in scope and character from théq wars
of the nincteenth century — that no Government wo;xld
be justificd in inflicting the horrors of j¢ upon thei
people for a lesser cause. P o

‘A man may sacrifice himself for an ideal, but a
Gov.ernment has no right to ask a man to mak(; such a
§acr1ﬁce. Self-interest remains the basic motive i
1ntemational'relations. We may deplore the fact b:;
we must not ignore it. To ignore it is to court disaster
Nor will self-interest — if it be enlightened — prov N
bad guide to peace and security. prove a

‘The League failed because it for ! at

! : got that no nation
would fight save for its own interests.  The Lea u
(1.1i1cd, and because of its failure the imcmalio%n?
situation has rapidly deteriorated. The League f'xil(:(li
and since its failure the nations of Europe ha‘:'c 4gro‘nc in
fear and trembling, as would the law-abidinq kcitiz‘cns
of a community where the police system hadl broi&cn
down.

‘I remember once when I was speaking in support of
the League of Nations Union being asked by g Ilg‘mbor
of the audience whether I really believed in the Lcuguc of
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Nations. I replied that you might just as well ask a man
whether he believed in the Fire Brigade. The League of
Nations was not a religion or a philosophy which a man
may believe in or reject, it was a piece of political
machinery designed for the prevention of war.

‘T hoped that it might achieve its purpose. I never
felt confident that it would. For the time being it
formed the basis of our foreign policy. If it collapsed
we should have to form a new policy and I believed that
we should have to form a new leaguc.

‘Now that is preciscly what has happened. Six
months ago I wrote in these columns an article entitled
“Wanted — A Foreign Policy”, in which I ventured to
point out that at that moment we werce without one.
The League had gone and there had gone with it the
doctrine of collective security. Nothing had come to
take their place. There was a void which needed filling.

‘The cvents of March and April made plain the
presence of the void and the urgent need of filling it.
It has been filled with commendable rapidity. Where
there was nothing three months ago there are already
Poland, Greece, Roumania and Turkey, and Russia is
looming into sight. All thesc countries are bound to us
and we to them. Itis a new league and it is formed on
the Secure basis of self-interest.

“Those of us who believed that it was wrong to allow
German forces to destroy Czechoslovakian independence
were actuated not solely by devotion to the abstract
principle of justice or by sympathy for the Czech people,
but also by the belief that it was a menace to British
security.

‘That it has proved such a menace is now generally
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recognized, and we have not guaranteed Poland and
Roumania and Greece because we love the Poles the
Roumanians and the Grecks any better than we lov’c the
Abyssinians, the Czechs and the Albanians, but because
we have understood, and the other nations have under-
stood also, that our vital interests are bound toether
and that acts of aggression against onc Constijtutc ;;
threat to all.

. ‘Our obligations in this new league are no longer
limitless and vague, but definite and binding. We kn%w
exactly what we have to do and in what cfrcumstanccs
we have to do it. We have learnt from failure. We have
formed a new club on a smaller basis but with stricter
rules. '

‘Thc.z membership is at present limited, but it is not
fixcluswe. Perhaps the day may come — and we all ‘ho e
it will — when those very nations whose acts of aqgrcr;-
ston have caused the formation of the clyb will them-
selves apply for membership. We shall closely scrutinize
their credentials, but if we are satisfied of their sincere
intention to observe the rules and to prove clc:six*;;bl(;
members we shall not refuse them admittance.’

That scction of the Prime Minister’s supporters to
whom reference has alrcady been made and Awho
accepted his new policy with silent reluctance found the
proposed co-opcration with the Soviet Government the
most difficult item to swallow. They were silent op the
floor of the House but in the lobbjes they were vocal
and as they continued to denounce the machinations of
the Bolshevists it is not surprising that many ‘;,ho
ardently supported the new policy and were anxious to
see 1t crowned with success began to entertain suspicions
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of the sincerity with which it was being pursued when
prolonged delays attended the negotiations with Russia.

It was in this mood that I wrote an article on the
subject to which my editor gave the title ‘Be Bold in the
Baltic’.

‘The epoch-making decisions taken by the Govern-
ment in the last few months — such as the undertaking of
military commitments in castern Europe and the intro-
duction of compulsory service in Great Britain — have
been received with a unanimity of approval that is
truly remarkable. The opinion i1s widely held that
revolutionary as these measures have been, and un-
thinkable as they would have appeared even a year ago,
they have nevertheless been wise and ncecessary.

‘If therefore Ministers are still subject to criticism it is
not on account of what they have done or are now doing
but rather because of the way in which they do it. The
belicf exists, although it is doubtless erroneous, that the
Government are pursuing a policy which is not of their
choosing, but one that has been forced upon them by
events and which they have thercfore adopted without
enthusiasm. Unwarranted as such suspicion may be
Ministers have only themselves to thank for it, and it is
only they who can by unmistakable language and
vigorous action recapture the confidence which they
are in danger of losing.

‘That grounds for such suspicion exist is undeniable.
It cannot be forgotten that on March 15th when
Mr. Eden suggested in the House of Commons that we
should make arrangements with other nations who were
like minded with ourselves to stand together in the cause
of peace the suggestion was very firmly rcjected by the
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Government spokesman, who on that occasion was the
Chancellor of the Exchequer.

‘He regarded with horror a proposal that would. as
he phrased it, make our foreign policy dependent “cu or;
a whole lot of forcign countries”. His spcech was IouIley
applauded by a majority of Government supporters
who within a few days found themselves committed to

" defend the frontiers of Poland, Greece and Roumania

‘Equally sudden and unforescen was the dcci:ion 'to
adopt compulsory service. Here again the laﬁ ruage
held by Mlnistf{rs themselves increased the difﬁ%:ultg‘
There was certainly no need for the Prime Minister tyo
repeat after Mu.nich the undertaking not to intfoduce
compulsory service in peace time, and it was still more
to be regretted that in a public speech shortly befor
Christmas }.1(: should have denounced conscri}tion a:
undemocratic and contrary to the traditionspof thi‘
country. Such language increased his own difficulti ;
an‘d prov1(!ed his enemies with ammunition, ©

When in April certain Members of Parliament
myself amongst them, put down a motion urgin the
Government to introduce compulsory service itgw :
therefore hardly surprising that a number of ,GO' .
ment supporters considered that they would be lo‘f’carlrll-
serving their masters by tabling an amendment in} thy
opposite sense, congratulating the Government op th i
resistance to the demand for conscription and ex r(‘s\'( .
Fhe confident hope that no such measure wgul bl\“l;g
introduced until the opinion of the country had (b .
taken at a General Election. v had been

‘These devoted adherents had a rude awakeni
when, while the ink of their amendment wag hardlye r(]llrr;:g
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they found themselves faced by a full-blooded con-
scription policy. It must, however, be recorded as a
tribute to their loyalty that they voted without
hesitation or explanation in favour of the policy they had
condemned.

‘Last weck the Bill for the sctting up of a Ministry of
Supply was introduced. Mr. Burgin with commendable
candour reminded members that the policy which was
then being adopted had been recommended to the House
of Commons by Mr. Winston Churchill over three years
ago. Mr. Churchill had foreseen even the minor details
of the administrative plan, and had suggested the name
of the very Civil Servant who has finally been selected
to fill the principal post under the Minister.

‘Members were reminded of a recent gibe of Mr.
Campbell Stephen® — that the Prime Minister having
adopted the policy of Mr. Churchill ought really to
allow Mr. Churchill to take his place. Nor could it be
forgotten that at the opening of the present Session so
emphatic was the Government's refusal to set up a
Ministry of Supply that a three-lined Whip was issued
to their supporters to reject it.

‘In view of these facts it cannot be a cause for wonder
if suspicion exists as to the enthusiasm with which the
Government have adopted and are pursuing their
present policy. Such suspicion has unfortunately been
increased by the prolonged delay which attends the con-
clusion of an agreement with Russia. Nobody wishes to
intervene while negotiations are in progress; but these
particular negotiations have been subjected to such a

1 In the article as originally published I attributed this remark to Mr, Maxton.

It is now restored with apologies to its real author.
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degree of publicity that it can hardly be considered
m(‘hscrect to express an opinion with regard to th;'m

‘It appears that the Baltic States constitute the
difficulty. These States form the frontier of Russia
If they are attacked the integrity of Russia is in dan ‘cr.
and Rusm-a wishes to be assured that her alli;-s \\'ili C§l‘n(;
to her assistance. The Baltic States — like rabbit@ in th
presence of a boa constrictor who has promise(f not tg
eat them —assure us in rather shaky voiccgtlnt tl
feel quite safe and do not desire to be‘ riv:tn iy
guarantee. The Prime Minister asscrts thatit ifohv' ﬁri)’
1mpos'51b1c to guarantee a state against its wili VSLlf;US .
asscrtion sounds at first convincin bthnt | : it bear
closer examination? s does it bear

[

'Tl'lCSC states are to Russia what Belgium is to Great
g:;zllllsnh, lé;]thuslsm I]?cksﬁhe additional sccu;ity 0(,' tcl?c

anncl. a Belgian Governme :

declare that they no longcrgrcquir((')(; Ltll?cmélr:irrnctr‘c wf
France and England — a not impossible c<;nt‘in( ¢ oy o
\»’(?uld such a declaration alter in anv way the fgx ‘nc}}] at
this country would still go to war in order to ‘L“t ont
Bc!glum falling into the hands of a great hbstilcqlcv'e‘r?g
Of course it would not. The quarzkmlcc would 0“”
whether Belgium wanted it or not. e

‘L(?t us l?c realistic and face facts. We guarantee tl
frontiers of a country not out of love for its in‘hag'c -
but out of consideration of our own sccuri£v If Rmm'ts
considers that the integrity of the Baltic St;it(‘;‘ 1S €S8 “‘5?2;
to her security we cannot blame her, and if‘\\';‘ uc hu}?m
her to undertake to assist us in the case of cm‘c;' ¢ o m'g
ca‘nnoﬁ refuse to give her a reciprocal undcrtalir'lnrcy "

While talk is proceeding time is flying. Sinister r&c.ports
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are current of German activities. In the violent and
abusive speeches which Herr Hitlcﬁr.h‘as recently been
making there is never onc word of criticism for the Union
of Socialist Soviet Republics, and the name of Stalin
is treated with greater respect than the name of Chamber-
lain., There are in the air potentialities of immeasurable

disaster.

“Too often in the p
and subscquently ma
action. On this occast
such retrieval. If we
lost.”

ast the Government have hesitat?cl,
de up for hesitation by hurried
here could be no

on, however, t
we shall be

hesitate this time



CHAPTER xj
THE END OF THE SESSION

IT was in the early summer of this year that the German
Government began to raise the scare of encirclement, It
was an adroit move, for there were man
had witnessed the rape of Czechog]

ovakia without
enthusiasm and were

now bcginning to note the con-

to persuade them that they were the victims of 4 sinister
international plot and that they, a Peace-loving and

inoffensive people, were surrounded by blog
war-mongering enemics was t

ingenious Dr. Goebbels and hjs

lon was to deny it. Byt

THE END OF THE SESSION

"Islands a happy and highly civilized community. They

blood
had abolished war, they had even t?gatggo;;(cil hood
o heimge an?T}alil;\ve%}li?rrrllzi)ours were devoted
an beings were friends. ¢ Cevored
il(;mclultivatingg the soil and to §tud;1r;§gt2§d1danCing
sciences, their lcisulrc was spent in sing
ing to the play. . - ced &
an‘(}ng Otlheg middlc}of this 1slaqcl ho‘\(éV?rI];}i)ciiznltls ed a
leopard. The humane and.enllghten’;l 1;1e wbitants were
sure there was no harm in hu.n. . lcvhich e contain
incidents in his past, they admitted, }“ﬁ o pad e
be forgotten, but they were confident t 1{ e o e
gone 2 complete change of- heart ar/lxc fow people there
vere v e FC_SPOI:d tt?nll\énccillnee\fg attention to the fact
who from time to . o
:rlfte‘~~}1ilc he might have changed his hfiart }Clgpclirtwerz
had not changed his spots, bu? such “I;)orthy topi.
gencrally condemned forvharboul1Angn121nji[terbugs Pl
cions, They were called W armongers a
held up to universal oppr.obrlum. b noticed that the
‘After a time however it began to be be Jeopard did
increased kindness which was show‘n to Evel‘y pard S
not produce exactly the desg*cd cffccts.h b ould say
something was given to l.um al[hOl'lg e wou e Y
that he was completely satlsﬁed.he ‘I\tOl\lvas clurm on
following day and ask for more. Cas ase noveed
that although, as a result of one ob jose unortunace
incidents in his past, his teeth had bee ot aecaired
claws had been cut, he had from somc“;] o i aeain
new set of the former, and that the l’flttC; nad grown again
and that he spent the greater part o
dering them as sharp as pozsslble.
2
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“The humane and enlightened people said that he
meant no harm by it. That he had been suffering from
an_inferiority complex which was only natural in a
leopard who had lost hjs teeth and his claws, that he
wanted them only for the sake of appearances, and that
anyhow it would be impossible to prevent him from
having them unless one Was prepared to be rough. At
the same time however they show
quite as confident as they pretended because they began
to look up some old clubs and cudgels whicl, they had
long ago consigned to the lumber room,

“The Warmongers anq Jitterbugs went On muttering
about those Spots which the leopard hadn’; changed.
They suggested that an animal that bore those spots
should never be trusted with teeth and claws. And they
were quite rude about the clubs and cudgels which they

derided as inadequate weapons for dealing with wild
beasts.

ed that they were not

there lay 4 delightful
I ople who were
Ing to the play.
the leopard whe
f'the garden and

very fond of singing and dancing and go
Some of these people were alarmed by
was always prowling round the walls 0
making very unpleasant nojses which did not seem cal-
culated to create confidence, But others maintained
that he was a good and friendly leopard ang was just
the animal they needed in the garden in order to make
life more scrious and to increase their prestige. Some of
these even dressed up in leopard sking in order to be as
like the leopard as possible. But they were never the
rcal thing.

‘Suddenly one fine morning the leopard

Jumped over
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d
; is friends were natu_rally very pleasc?
o gmiif: l\)xti]t“t.hglswcre a little surprised wh;:ln h;rs(iaéi
:ﬁastc Lthe garden was his. He walked rgcllmdttaerge cen
asking cveryone he met whether they .dl no 0§C oy
the garden belonged to him, and as h}lS faclj:crt'ion Seery,
unpleasant cxpression when he putbt let (llt o
one said that there was no d.oubt a c;u o o the past

‘Then those who had not hl.m'd the ?((j)'}za But nobody
began to disappear with surprising rapidi };'ho b e
asked where they had gone. And those } o nad s
him in the past began to wear thought umcldpdanCing
and to say very little. They gave up singing the leopary
and no more plays were produced bccausfethcm.
didn’t like plays unless he was the her}o (C)l e

‘The other inhabitants of the island ha Lpcen shackec
when the leopard jumped over the wall. b?lllave e
this was really not at all the right wz:iy t}? ben ml’lstn’t
the leopard ought to know better an tlab o
do it again. Also they counted their cdu esvcn o
cudgels more carefully than before, an e ek
up some old sporting rifles which were

' i the
rufIt3ut as time went on they got uscd’ tohthi(ra i)dueséiln(;; e
leopard owning the garden. It wasn’t CI Eeen cordially
turni him out, and in any case he hz pen corcn Y
welcomed by the inhabitants who ha %nt})ic‘]ittcrbugs
to blame. And when the War{nongc.rs’fm e s
saild “Look out! Hc'll d.o it again t, ! y
“Nonsense. He has promised us n?t 1(;) ' The soil was

‘Adjoining the garden lay some 1<:Ws.lkin e
fertile, the farmers were industrious. Wa %hese o
the ga’rden wall the leopard looked down on
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he suggested that at least a part of
be his. The farmers protested. Th
give up their fields for they loved th
leopard growling terribly, crouched ;
But the farmers cried to the other Inhabitans of the
island, “Are You going to allow this anima] to eat us
. up?” There were Some who sajd j¢ would be , Crime,

- but there were others who believed i could all be settled
in a friendly and reasonable way. So they went to the
foot of the ‘wall and began to i

argue with the leopard
who assured them that he wanted only quite g Small part
of the farmers’ fields. “But if we o i
said the farmers, “what is to pr
the rest?” Then the other inhah;j

asked for byt volunteering th
wouldn’t take the rest as a gift, 4
‘So the farmers, secing that no one wouyld help them
8ave up that part of theiy fields with ’
other islanders congratulated themsely
settlement, They said th
than ever before, that the
coming an( they condemned (e
the Jitterbugs who continue
been committed and that

e information that he

THE END OF THE SESSION

hose fields and
hat was left of t
nced upon all t . that was
It;I(if’Elouto trcaf those farmers in a manner
ominable to behold. _ wakening.
ab‘(r)l’r;]::othcr islanders rubbi‘]d tlhmracr}(’lesh(;rcl1 Ei) oken hgis
: i that the leop < 1
Id it be possible : g hev were also
"C"g?d? They \pvcrc bitterly dlsaPpOlnLCdt. qunle must be
somc;vhat afraid. So they dccldgdt}tl j’ began to build a
’ ivities, an € <
he Jecopard’s activities, d and they
;f;tgltlofg]cc '1llpround the land that he occupie
covered the fence with barbed \\lfevi most pathetically.
“Then the leopard started to l}O‘I- him and that it
He protested that they were fnmrc %Ic]igthcy were doing
.3 crs sat .

't fair. The other islanc he Titter.
W(?tslll]ir: f(?f the sort. But the Warmongers mrlccil t}:c Jtruth-
gugs ﬁouqht it was time to tc-n }Il}-lcllccsgznd it was no
They argtfcd that he had eyes m.klls. ! a fence when he
good telling him you weren’t bui ronosed therefore to
could sce that you were. They px(?pO have done very
say to him frankly — “O Leopard, y(ZiU ‘ou have broken
ill. You have stolen and murdered an IZ to destroy you,

’ ‘ . e do not see .
ur word. Yet, even so, W u unless in
Zﬁd the fence that we build cannot }hari?x‘go If you can
our folly you hurl vourself Zlg:unstltwl(x1 rm-1 differently
zhow good reason why the fence s 10u it there, we are
here; or why there should be a gap mr case. But we
ever,rca(ly patiently to consider yp;xs ] wve will o
can no longer believe in your pr(’)rr}lls it is true that we
longcr giVC in to your [hr'Ca(S. W h; C, u ollly who have
are building this fence, it is you and yo
caused it to be built.’ Far Eastern Problem
During the month of June tt he\\'irilg to the indignities
. ; spect o
assumed a more serious a
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to which British subjects were being €xposed. English-
men not unnaturally resent insults from an oriental race
more deeply than from their fellow Europcans and there
was a possibility of public feelin ‘

‘ pe was sufficiently
assured to enable us to dea] with it with a free hand. It

seemed to me that the Importantg point was to treat all
these problems as one and not to be led astray by an
incident, however unpleasant, into wcakening our forces
in the principal theatre of affajrs, We had to make it
plain that we were Prepared to defeng
and our honour, byt that we Were not, like gz bull in

the arena, willing to charge whereyer the red rag was
waved in our eyes.

* O ok .

‘When the Prime Minister Introduced compulsory
military service in spite of his undertaking no¢ to do so
in peace time, he rightly justified his action by asserting
that the period through which assing cannoeg
accurately be described as 4 time o ‘

In recent years treaties broken, ar
overthrown, independent nations dcstroycd, o
where triumphant. We are in fact the living
the Second World War.

‘It has been called the white or bloodless +y
true that little English blood has yet beey shed in j¢
Yet blood has flown — rivers of blood in Abyssinia zmci
Spain, oceans of blood in China and, Perhaps moegt
ghastly of all, the daily trickle of blood that 0oz¢g from
the concentration camps of Germany,
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‘No greater mistake could bt? c.onllm-lt;cd Cti}\x/inwgi
consider any of these phc.norr‘lcnjl\ gzclsoj%;;)z n.CSC o
in Spain, Italian aggression in > Ja ggres-
sion pin j\sia, tyranny based on torture clinSCGzclI;;rizn)t/)Ut
all these grim facts are not fortuitous a}x; ;)rts < but
they are linked together and forn? t %E s of one
tremendous whole. It is only 'by $O 1egz;11 li Sgl hem tha
we can hope to form a just estimate of their tﬁ Hicance.

‘Public attention is cent.rcd for the}mor.ricr}lloullad ) what
is passing in Tientsin. It is na}tufal that i Zfo erati’ons_
Tientsin is temporarily the prmc.:xpaI scene 'ati(l))n ions.
But we shall not arrive at a just appreci on of the
situation if we consider x'vhz.xt 1s llapplcn;lng ison by
merely as an unfortunate 1nc1§lcnt which ES arisen by
chance as a result of the conflict between the g

ellow races. _ .
’ ‘Both the significance and the 1mportanceci)1f V:]l}rli}tc;f
happening in the Far East can on.ly b}C pl'rogt O%rWhat -
stood and measured if Qonsxder.ed in tlletlaar ! whac s
happening in Europe, just as in the a; i ide
Baghdad or Salonica were Flcpendent o their wmpor-
tance upon what was taking place on
Front. )

‘Deep anger is natuﬁrallv T e ot plesant to
news that reaches us. LI ot B EasL o
read of white men being s.. nake hep plic betore
a crowd of jeering Japanesec and in t ~parded o
Chinese women and childrcn. who o'nc‘c.lffl:gs od the
white races as the lords of creation. It fs sti c: fesemed

to read that of the many European ndtlolns tr dpfor ated
at Tientsin it is only the British who are f)e fzvec e ey
vile indignities. And it is impossible to beli
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itted than to
. d be committe e
‘No greater mlstak(}t Cc())licnq n isolation. Givil war
2 n s
i any of these p 1enom . ese agores-
Fonssll)ici; Ilyalian aggression in Africa, Jairr)lmé;crmfgy -
1 Spain, d on torture
ion in Asia, tyranny base : rate, but
Sll(l)nhm Asrir’n f)acts are not fortuitous a}rlld szp;::s of" -
ese e
?het areglinkcd together and form tardigg then that
trer}rllcndons whole. It is only by so r(;‘gtheir §igniﬁcance.
n hope to form a just estimate o ent upon what
we ca 1oy ‘ntion is centred for the mom for
"Public ateniion. It is natural that it should be, fo
. . M l .
. sing in Tientsin. ttur of operations.
};‘i}e)zisingis temporarily the prmgpal Scer;gciaticl?n of the
But we shall not arrive at a just appening in China
situation if we consider wh‘h}é 1st }Vljl?irc)h has arisen by
. inciden
an unfortunate in : ‘ two oreat
rrllerclz Zz a result of the conflict between the g
chanc .
races. . of what is
Yezg)(?t]h the significance and the 1mpl;)rta;1(§:ecrly -
happening in the Far East can (Zin'ly tlfeyiiglll)t of what is
i idered in
d measured if consi . r events at
;t:odci?ng in Europe, just as in the la?‘(t)rwti i impor-
Bapﬁdad or Salonica were dependent o Wb
tar;gce upon what was taking place ,
. - he
Front. felt in Great Britain at t
: - ; t 1n
¢ nger is naturally felt i leasant to
C\gef}?aztl riachcs us from China. It ilsilrllort)u}fi)lic bofore
?ead of white men being stripped nal.ie the presence of
a crowd of jeering Japanese and mncc regarded the
Chinese women and children WhoItois still less pleasant
. -eation.
i cs as the lords of crea . resented
:Zh;tt:;;latchat of the many EpIiOpeﬁmaI;ztslslI;i tl(; edpfor these
: i it British who ; h
ntsin it is only the Br : that the
3itleT ;xcldignities. And it is impossible to believe v
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‘Whence has she derived this dangerous conviction?
There can be little doubt that the bonds \x'll}?ﬁCt}lOIl].
Japan and Germany together have reccnﬁ bl(‘ o
strengthened and tightened. German it
and a clamant friend, Y

“The Italian people — if not the Italian Gov
are alr.eady growing restive under this ¢ ben?mCnt Iy
possessive form of ﬁ'icndship. But to tilc? o
more recent, and distance
view that the Jap takes of hislg}r;(ll"infx;m:l?r'm%mlt o e
ja‘prla}lncse and Italians, headquarters are ixyl.Ber(ﬁr: for the
n wl}CI Gcrhman has undoubtedly been telling the :]a an-

at the German himself unfortunately b lie pan
namely, tbat whatever the British Governmy T
th.ey will in no circumstances be prcparéd tcflf]it }may o
th}S erroncous conviction which at the present iy fis
stitutes the greatest menace to the peace of th U'mc T
should b.e the main object of our olicy v It
dispel this conviction. PONEY, thercfore, to

‘We have given sufficient r s desi
No sane man in any countryIZicf)L?lgt(s)t;t(Tl”Piff)}rsC} fOTIPCZlCC-
.bc given bqth of our Preparedness and of our \\lﬁu ¢ now
m‘c[jrtz}m circumstances, to face the fearful altc;nzllrtlglvlrcss’

resporlllt:ilbl\:cﬁ;m:l bring this' knowlcdgc home to 1:]:'

! s Japancse policy we can hope fo e

i the Far East but a continuance of lﬁnrﬁ'l"r'nommg

was rcc,cntly reported 1n the japan(‘sc Pr\I ons. I'[

Mfljf‘sty s Ambassador in Tokyo had visjteq t(ISS o His

Minister for Forcign Affairs in order tc; H] dlcjapancso
o plead for mercy,

1S an insistent

assingly
apancse it is
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The absurd story was, of course, contradicted by the
Prime Minister in the House of Commons. But the
Japanese people do not read Hansard, and they believe
what they are told. The young Japanese officer, who plays
such an unduly important part in Japanese politics, will
read it and will be encouraged in his arrogance to
commit further outrages. And he may go too far.
‘Before he does so it is imperative that full warning
should be given of what the result may be. Of this there
can be no doubt. Where doubt and difficulty arise is
when we come to consider of what nature the warning

" should be.

‘What is desired is obviously to produce the maximum
effect upon the mind of Japan. What is to be avoided is
any action that would weaken our position on the main
front. Europe is the main front in the Second World
War as it was in the First. The temptation to deflect
excessive force into sideshows is one to which we have too
often yiclded in our long history.

‘If, therefore, we approach the consideration of this
problem from the right angle it becomes at once apparent
that the solution of it should be consigned not to the
Foreign Office, nor to the Cabinet, but to the Chiefs of
Staff. It is not, in the first instance, a diplomatic nor a
political, but a military problem.

‘The Chiefs of Staff Committee have doubtless already
had the matter before them and have reported to the
Committee of Imperial Defence. But in the light of
recent developments in foreign policy it is no longer a
matter which this country alone should decide. We
now have definite military obligations to other countries
and it would seem therefore only logical to consult the
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Governments of those countries before any action is taken
of strategic importance.

‘We may be sure that consultation takes place at very

frequent intervals between Germany, Italy and Japan.
If we are to contend successfully, we must adopt similar
measurcs. By giving commitments and seeking allies we
have incurred, rightly incurred, certain dangers. We
have also added to our advantages by Increasing our
sources of strength. Having incurred the dangers, let us
reap the advantages, and let our General Staff combine
with those of our allics in planning the campaign upon
which our future depends.’
‘ The following week I returned to the question of Russia
In an article to which the editor of the Evening Standard
attached the title, ‘Russia Is the Ally Britain Needs’. It
was not the title I had chosen. Nor did it accurately
convey what was in my mind. I should have preferred to
have called it ‘Who Is On My Side? Who?’ as what I
most desired to impress on my readers was not that Russia
was the heaven-sent ally whom Britain most particularly
needed, but rather that Britain needed any ally she
could get.

‘When a man is attacked on a dark night by a couple of
gangsters and there comes round the corner a powerful-
looking individual, who seems inclined to render assist-
ance, the man who is so attacked wil] not pause ‘to
inquire whether his potential ally is a Roman Catholic
or a Plymouth Brother, nor even wil]
his muscles before accepting his help.

‘There is among certain scctions of the Conservative
Party great reluctance at the present time to enter into
the proposed agreement with the Union of Sdcialist
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Soviet Republics. It is to be hoped that no reflection of
that reluctance has made itself felt in high places and has
caused the delays which have at last aroused suspicions
in Russia as to the sincerity of Great Britain’s desire for
an agreement. o
‘It is perhaps not unnatural that Great Britain should
take more than twice as long as the Sovict to answer dip-
lomatic notes, for the ways of a Democracy are ever more
deliberate than those of a Dictator, but it is equally not
unnatural that such methods should awaken suspicionina
country whose possible co-operation has so long been
ignored and who was completely neglected, during the
momentous days of Munich. o
‘Those who regard the proposed alliance with dislike
are actuated first by fear of Communism and secondly by
doubts of Russia’s efficiency. This, however, is no time to
talk of ideologies. Since the days when Francis I, at the
beginning of the sixteenth century, made an alliance.w.lth
the infidel Turk, statesmen have never allowed rellglpn
or philosophy to interfere with the practical necessities
of the international situation. _
‘The word ““ideology”, which has recently come into
fashion, seems to stand for a set of ideas too worl.dly to be
called a religion and too foolish to be called a phllosqp.hy,
but having the defects of both, for it leads to fanaticism
on the one hand and to smug complacency on the other.
‘Because Communism was first in the field, those who
dread it have come to believe that Fascism is something
very different and there are even some ignorant people
who think that Fascism is a Conservative and not a
revolutionary force. In point of fact, there is very little
difference between the Socialism of Berlin and that of
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Moscow. Moscow, however, is non-aggressive. During
more than twenty years, the U.S.S.R. have not attempted
to swallow up any smaller countries and are not now
threatening to do so, and their Propaganda abroad has
steadily diminished and is now almost negligible, In a
far shorter period, Germany has broken cvery treaty by
which she was bound, has trampled upon a free and
independent republic and js nOW-a source of hourly
apprchension to all her neighbours,
‘It was said not long ago that where Nazism differed
from Communism was that Nazism worked ang Com-
munism did not. This APpears to me a very gond reason
for regarding Nazism wit], greater distrust and dislike
than Communism, The gun that
ous than the one that does not.
“This, however, brings us to the second re
criticizing the desirability of an underst
Russia—namcly, that such help as Russia could give
in an emergency would prove disappointing. There are
many contradictory reports with regard to the cfliciency
of Russian armaments, and we are al] inclined 1o sclect
“those which SUPPOrt our own opinions, Tl truth is that
nobody knows the whole truth,.
which cannot be denied.
‘First, there is within the orbit controlled from Moscow
a population of over 160,000,000 people. Sccmuil;j the
Russians have throughout their history proveq themsel
formidable fighters. Thirdly, in the Jag war
great in(:ﬂici(*ncy, corruption and lack of;u‘mmm*nts, the
assistance of Russia more than once saved the Allics from
disaster. Fourthly, the German Government
occupled in cndeavouring to come
296
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with the U.S.S.R. in order to be sure of Russia’s neutral-

ity i ergency.

lty"ﬁlzi (;”Tclsgalonyc seem to state an unangwerala(jlee n::rsli

m favour of concluding with all spcedbt e af%dcnt n

with Russia. These facts alone shoull'd lcsiuthe e

dispel the fears of those who are tremb 1n% :il ¢ e wicked

Communists should take away some 0 embired i

property. These facts alone will be r<t3rr111it e

through mishandling or delay, the o;})lpor.nlqle isyshort e

an ag;*ccmcm 1s allowed to escape. T eltl s ma;’ e

danger is very great, and this particular

dﬁf\lsll:/;l Jehu came to Jezrccl,‘he was ﬁg.htlngyfoxdlsusviliftii;

and he did not waste time in bandym;g_ .w(;ro e

Jezebel, or in inquiring what were tl.le po 1t.1(‘;2‘1Wh% rons

of those who surrounccllcd}hcr.hHﬁnc;':fdh%ugr orho b on

ide? Who?” and when he ,

izythsllg\(x hlr down from the window, and so completed

hls‘l*Y (1;1:)(:3 .long have we hesitated to find out wh((): ;1: gsﬁ

friends — for too long have we sought to app.t our

enemies. Proof has bccnl givcr; thzt;1 ;tl}lllel; ;Il)ge}i: ;egn oy

by feeding and that nothing less -

w}illl satisfy%their desires. The lgnguag.e of}:cast;rxllislzavlsfigstffﬁ

upon them; assurances of friendship dt _eyto ptaxe |

fear; invitations to conference they dis atlﬁle e
‘Onc thing only can affect them now — Pt

of armed force and the determination toffustz iv i]] —
ol e shat fOI‘iiC zihc grel:?tetrht:h:icﬁleercence of Russia
eight that will be added to it by ¢

:rvliggl)lt prove just suflicient to turn the‘iic.alest }1:; %:fltlll;a(;f

peace, for there is no other way of avoiding
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by convincing the Germans that they will certainly lose it.’
The statement in this article that the U.S.S.R. had
made no attempt to swallow up smaller countries was
perhaps hardly accurate in view of Russia’s carlier
activities both in Finland and Poland. But it was cer-
tainly true to say at the time the article was written that
Russia was not and had not been for many years an
aggressive Power, and while it was natural for the Baltic
States to retain their apprehensions it could not be said
that Russia was then the cause of the world’s uneasiness.
The need of impressing the truc facts of the situation
upon those responsible for the direction of policy in
Germany became ever more urgent as the summer went
on and as fresh evidence came forward of the ignorance
in which they were being kept. The following article was
published on July 11th, and many of the steps which it
recommended were subsequently taken. The Fleet was
practically mobilized at the beginning of August and in
the last days of July there were given spectacular demon-
strations of the strength and cfficiency of our Ajr Force
by the performance of large scale flights over France
Most interesting also was the independent  effort oi"
Commander Stephen King-Hall to get the truth into
the homes of the German people, and most significant
was the violent reaction of Dr. Gocbbels, who Betrayod
by the vituperative and obscene terms of his reply the
fact that he fears the truth more than any weapon in the
whole world’s armoury.
* * * *
‘It is curious that in a world where communic
has become so rapid and so casy it should be so di
to convey the truth from one nation tq another,
298
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‘The preservation of pcace may now depend upon
whether or no we can convey two simple facts to th_e
rulers and people of Germany. The first of these facts is
that in certain circumstances Great Britain will go to war;
the second fact is that no reason exists why those
circumstances should ever arise.

‘We have recently created a new department of propa-
ganda. The first thing that that departm§n.t has to
decide is not how best they can propagate their ideas but
exactly what ideas they desire to propagate. .

‘According to all the information available doubt still
exists in the highest quarters in Gcrmal.ly as to.Great
Britain’s power and willingness to fight in any circum-
stances. Foolish as such doubt may seem, we cannot be
wholly astonished at its existence. When Hitler mz}rched
into the Rhineland, thus violating the treaty which he
had sworn to observe, many of his wisest counsellors
warned him of the dangers he was incurring in case Eng-
land and France should show their resentment by an
appeal to arms. .

‘When he pounced upon Austria, the warning was
repeated. When he made intolerable demands upon
Czechoslovakia, it seemed at one moment .that he had
tried the patience of the Democracies too high. But the
moment passed at Munich and when last March the
crime was completed and the guaranteed frontier was
obliterated, the criminals escaped with a protest and a
mild reproach. '

‘For these rcasons, and they are good reasons, Ger-
many doubts our determination to fight. As a German
said to me recently, “You will never convince me that a
nation that would not fight for the Czechs will fight for
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the Poles!” We have 80t to convince him, The speech
of Lord Halifax and the Statement the Prime Minister

made yesterday should have served this purpose, but

mind. If these words could be followed b
proof would be complete., Many kinds of a
themselves. The mobilization of the Fle
holding of army manceuvres ip, F rance i

Y action, the
ction suggest
€t 1s one; the
$ another; the

they would OCCupy in war on the French frontiey or clse-
where would be Yet another. All thay matters now js to
ctarry conviction and to carry it withoyt delay.

‘Having proved that WC are prepared tq fight, the next

at there is no

German people that they have nothing to
Democracies.

‘The majority of decent Germang
Nazi regime of tyranny based op torture, b

/ threat thay Com-
munism is the only alternatjve, This is not true, but

unfortunately, much of the secret Propaganda carrjeq
on in Germany to-day is of Communis; origin, an( nearly
all such Propaganda comes from ¢

. ources of the Lef;
Socialist or Liberal. Such Propagand, Partly defeats jgs
own object because it strengthens the SUpport from the

Right, which the Naz; Revolution has recejyeq from the
beginning and depends upon for jts continuance.
‘What is, above all, necessary at the present time s (0
300
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ative

. e, sober and conserv
in to the sensible, sane, e the

g)lfckecs }i)rllm(r}lermany that in a reconstrpctediglur;{) othe}r,

will have full and equal Opportumtyhi‘::,h peace and

nations to share in the 3}?"an}tlagfiwwmaterials of the

. - : that the r . 1

rity will I'Oducca L, he disposa

5;?:}})3 c;h:j,l be aspmuch at their disposal a:t:rtntshall rIx)ever

of other countries; that their, monetalf}’ o which followed

again be allowed to undergo the col apse to put forward

orgl the last war; that if they have ;:Ialrr\}:hchpSUCh claims

they will be listened to at the Onlyc}:)l;-m:t he international

i — nam )

cr be considered —n p olent and

Zﬁtr)llfl‘é?e;\ée table, and that under a wise, .b.er;‘s, can pro-

enlightencd regime, such as their °-“5?dcfl?ihe past, they

rovi

ide i future as they have p artner

Zlcrile Cl)r;lctilcmorc become a valuable and trusted p
a .

in the advancement ofciv.xllzatxon. lar in this country,

"The word propaganda is not poplu ; eans preaching the
but there is no harm in it. It mere yl r‘r:,e have to preach
gospel or spreading the news. The gospe read is good news.
Is a true gospel: the news we have t? S:PIC s moncy wasted
Money spent on advertising a bad ar ui in advertising an
but it is impossible to spend too mui Y hat Coule
article that is good. We do not yeth s moing L6 operate.
the new department under Lord Pert l{bﬁ: T by oropa.
It should be on the largest scale poss00 s‘pent AR
ganda we can avert war, £100,000,0

invested., . 11 their
be‘;‘vgi] ltlé:lcsygars the Greeks besieged Troy. A

roved
efforts to hammer down the walls by fg?cgd}:})’sseus,
ineffective. At last, to the subtle br?}llncould be over-
there occurred an idea whereby streng himself and his
come through cunning. He Concealed,,_lﬂ'l 3¢
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companions in a wooden horse, which the Trojans them-
selves pulled into their own city. Qut of that wooden
horse came the destruction of Troy,

‘In nearly every German home to-day there is a
wooden box — a radio set — the Trojan horse of the
twentieth century. Through that mgenious apparatus
we can bring home to the German pcople the truth which
must prevail against the ljes that their own rulers are
telling them, Day after day, hour after hour, that truth
should be told and repeated until it i believed. Itis casier
to persuade people of what js true than of what s false.

‘Nor should it be told only in Germany and jn German.
Let it be repcated in every European language to a
those nations whose anxious eyes are fixed on London
and whose willing ears will leng attention to what Lop-
don has to say. Let that truth be told in » way that wil]
appeal to the cducated and the uneducated — to the old
and to the young. Let it be shout
and whispered in the cellar, so ¢
escape from it,

“Truth may yet a
is the last hope.’

The following week I turned aside for ; moment from
world affairs to dea] with a matter of purely domestjc
interest. The matter is one of slight and cphemeral im-
portance and the only reason why the article g repro-

duced is that given in the preface, namely, in order that
the collection may be complete.

vert war. It is the only hope, and it

LI S
‘It is to be hoped that the Bill now before P
for granting pensions te Members of the
Commons will be dropped.
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‘During the course of tﬁle presensta f’aarggsag;egg l;iinézflf
increased their own . :

}c\?g:nalt?aidcyonsiderable increase was made it wasa%eél(:_
ally understood that the figure of £600 a year \ivt s con-
sidered to be really necessary to meet cxge:;si.rm s now
ot lr Cduc’iithagsusm\s?}?o{;:eair; need, or their
out of which ex-Member : !
dependents after thci; df:atélt, sthalli ;i:lfzzewz;l}og]l‘s;ogé .

¢ ideal Socialistic State, v
warllrtl, Itl}:)er will any man have more than }llle requon iag.veofg:
of the main arguments of those who avel(xil  Jove for
Socialism is that in such a State there wou 1» 0 I
centive to save. This would be bz%d for the charac
the individual and for the prosperity of the State}.l_ -

‘That a man should make some provision f(()ir 1se v
future — thereby exercising the virtues of pru iril((;:h nd
foresight — is one of the basic principles on fyv o
civilization has developed. It is surely, there orcgsed oy
able that prudence and foresight should be pra:i sed by
those who occupy leading or representative po

the country. . »
‘There zz’re, of course, misfortunes which the great

prudence cannot foresce, and there are cas§i°» Vyheezei;nfl?é
through no fault of their own, fall upon evi }ilrrﬂ3 e
evening of their life. Suclll cases are not con
oorer classes of the population. o

b ‘Another objection which many of us f(:fzil to1 sS(())c(;laailllsStrllé
is that there is no place for charity in the idea e
State. Socialism, indeed, abhors charity as Saure
abhors a vacuum. No better object for charity iXIS'S o
those who have lived worthily, and throlug .c1r;u6d
stances they could not control find themselves in need,
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and it is only false pride which considers the receipt of
such charity to be degrading, for true charity, like mfrc

should be twice blessed, blessing both him \('}’10 rive yi
him who takes. s

‘In all walks of life, from the earliest times, friends hav
gathered round to assist those who are in’ trouble u:cfl:
have thought no worse of them for needing aSQiSl"I\I(lCC
Those who are too proud to accept such as;.ista‘n‘(‘c‘ wili
presumably be too proud to apply for pensions under th
present scheme, because one of the conditions f‘oi~ r :
ceiving such a pension is that Very means test \\:hich hc-
proved so unpopular in connection with the distributi n
of uncmployment benefit. A man who blushes to askll?'n'
friends for help will presumably blush to parad }}5
misery before a committee of investigation. prace s

For these reasons the principle of the Bill seems
many to be unsound. The details of it, as point(l*cl out in
th.e.c!ebatc last week, are open to criticism 'ﬁld lsl 1;11
criticism as was made was mct by the Prim(“\ﬁ 'UC=
with lhq rejoinder that this was at present (ilcnIStl(r
scheme in existence, and thcrcforc, allhough it nqlrlly
not be perfect, it was better than nothin Tl '“S 5
powerful an advocate was driven to ad()g)'t ' )t:l‘t‘ o
a defence indicates the essential weakn e e ote
scheme.

‘The first rca(.ling of the Bill was carried in a depl | d
Hous(,: by a majority of 105, and this was lh; r('sI lCth
what is te.rmcd a “free vote”, that is to say, the (," u' [.0
ment \,Vhlps did not officiate. Iy would’,}m\" -('?\Fm-
1mpossible to maintain that voting was in '1,11\' ; -\ (V‘H b
Impassible Lo g any sense of the

‘Before the Bill came before the House
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expressed themselves as most strongly opposed to it when
it came up as a Private Member’s Motion in February
were interviewed by the Prime Minister, with the result
that they agreed not to vote against the measure. In the
debate, which lasted for three and a half hours, the Prime
Minister himself took the most unusual course of speaking
twice, and concluded by expressing the hope that the Bill
would be carried by a substantial majority.

‘When the Headmaster informs the assembled school
that the boys may please themselves with regard to a
particular matter, but that he himself very much hopes
that they will take a certain line, nobody remains under
the impression that he is entirely free to follow his own
inclinations. Yet in spite of the private pressure, and
in spite of the public appeal, one hundred and twelve
supporters of the National Government, including the
Chairman of the Conservative Party and some half dozen
Junior Ministers, voted against the Bill.

‘Less than half as many Ministerialists voted in favour
of it, nor is it any exaggeration to say that for every one
who voted against it there was at least one other who
would have liked to have done the same, butwho abstained
from voting.

‘It may well be argued that thisis a small matter, which
concerns only Members of Parliament, and in which the
general public take little interest. But the House of Com-
mons is part of the Sovereign Body that rules Great
Britain and the Colonial Empire, and the manner in
which it conducts its own affairs is therefore a matter of
national and imperial interest.

‘For many reasons the credit of the House of Commons
does not stand as high as it did. A majority of countries,
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which in_imitation of Great Britain adopted parlia-
mentary institutions, have already abandoned them
Rival systems of government appear to some cyes t(;
work with greater speed and efficiency. At such ;’ time

nothing should be done which is likely to lower the House

of‘Commons in the eyes of the public.

The programme of legislation is congested. Man
fiesx-rable measures, many useful reforms fxave h'ad t by
Jettisoned because there has not been t’ime to pr " g
with them. The days of the session are numbt:rcdp chle't
may wecll be asked whether they cannot be emp] , az :
matters of greater national Importance. plovedon

The advoc.ates of social reform and of an increase i
old age pensions have witnessed during the Ia tase' e
months an expenditure on armamcnts—bothcsf ime
and of money — without parallel in our whole ﬁ' tumc
W%xen they press their claims, they are told that t}lls s
neither time nor money to deal with them, and th (;re .
SO ‘far accepted the explanation with remar,kable zty nee,

It will certainly not be an edifying spcctaclrc)a ';‘CHC&
moment when peace and war are hanging in the b ll iy
when catastrophe on a gigantic scale is menacin Ea ?.mCCa
and when the future of civilization iIs at stake tgile Lll\iI?r)lf’

. 4 -

are to pay to themselves.’
As the time approach i
ed for Parliame i
nt to risc grave
f(‘jOUb}ES began to be expressed as to whether it wasgwisc
or the sovereign body to Stparate at a time of suct
anxious uncertainty. I did not myse]f believe that much1
(\;V?LS to bbc gained ﬁy the continual sessjon of Parliament
I even by its recall at a date ear]j -
er than that sugges
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but I did feel what I had indeed felt ever since Munich,
that some effort should be made to sink party differences
in order to secure greater national unity. I therefore
regretted not only the uncertainty that prevailed with
regard to a General Election but the inspired message
which came from headquarters to the effect that an
Election would almost certainly be held in the course of

the autumn.
* #* #* #*

“This is the time of year when a’large majority of the
community are usually looking forward to throwing off
their cares and enjoying a holiday. For weeks previously
the rival claims and attractions of different places have
been considered and finally a decision has been reached
as to where for a short period most happiness is to be
found, where mind and body can relax and where new
strength can be recuperated for continuance in the battle
of life.

“This year, however, although the claim for the holiday
cannot be denied, it is not the thought of the holiday
which is uppermost in the minds of those who are setting
out on it. Over all plans for the future there broods a
doubt.

“There are in fact two uncertainties which are present
in gur minds. The one is so gigantic that the other by the
side of it looks mean and trivial. “Is there going to be a
war?” is the first question. “Is there going to be an
election?” is the second. If the answer to the first is in
the affirmative, the second will not arise.

‘Let us calmly collect the data and endeavour to give
such answer as we can to both.

‘Ninety-nine per cent of the population of every
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country do not want war. It seems on the face of it

almost incredible that the will of this vast majority should |

not prevail. But can we say that the majority in favour
of peace was any smaller in 1g14?

‘It may, perhaps, be held that owing to the complete
1ac}< of gxperience of what world war meant and the lack
of imagination as to what it was likely to mean, there
may hgve been more people at that time —am,bitious
profess1qnal soldiers, greedy armament manufacturers
spcculatlvg politicians — who contemplated the disaste;
of war with greater cquanimity than anybody can
possibly do at the present time, ¢

fBut making full allowance and over-allowance for the
existence of such a state of mind in 1914, it would onl
reduce the percentage of those who did’ not want waz',
from 99 to go. And yet there was war. The great danger
which then proved fatal, and which still exists is not guc’
to the wickedness, but to the folly of man.

‘I‘ cannot believe in .the criminal who could calml
decide t}_lat for his own ends he would Initiate a worlc)l’
war, which would mean the sacrifice of millions of lives
and the set back, if not the destruction, of civilization
_but I can unfortunately believe in a max,l who, owin t(;
1gnorance of the true facts, and owing to an’ incorgect
estimate of the true dangers, may think i possible to do
just th%s or just that, although knowing that others will
resent i, but believing their resentment will not be suffi-
;:)leclr;; t;mll(:d them to take up arms to prevent it from

‘Then, when the mistake has been made, when the -
b
resentment has been roused, when the arms have been

taken up, it may be too late to go back.
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“The storm centre at the present moment is the Free
City of Danzig. With regard to this particular question,
there can no longer be the slightest excuse for any mis-
apprehension of the position or failure to understand the
attitude of Great Britain. Both the Prime Minister and
the Foreign Secretary have made it abundantly clear that
any interference with the status of that city, which the
Poles consider a menace to their liberty, would be
regarded by Great Britain as an act of war.

‘In the face of such plain and categorical statements as
our Ministers have made, it does indeed seem unthink-
able that for the comparatively minor advantage that
Germany could gain by altering the status of the City of
Danzig, which is already under a German regime, the
Government of that country would let loose a war on
Europe.

‘It is, however, possible that to compensate for such
disappointment as he may possibly have incurred in one
place, Herr Hitler will turn his attention to another and
seek some alternative satisfaction both for himself and
for his followers when he comes to address them at the
conference at Nuremberg.

‘There is a danger that by centering our attention too
exclusively upon Danzig we may encourage him to look
elséwhere, and perhaps it would be well to extend the
warning that has been so plainly given and to emphasize
the fact that any act of violence and aggression, no matter
where committed, would produce the same reaction on
the free peoples of the Democracies.

‘It has been supposed that Herr Hitler feels it incum-
bent on him annually to present his followers at Nurem-
berg with fresh triumphs and fresh promises, but surely
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sinf:e ke was last at Nuremberg he has done sufficient to
satisfy the most ambitious; and what could he possibly
say that would give more profound relief to the German
people than an assurance that he is contemplating no
furthcr step that could possibly lead to international
complications and that he is presenting them at last with
the certainty of an assured peace, he himself being the
one man in Europe who can indeed assure it.

If this were so, and if the war clouds rolled away in
Septcn_nbcr, a General Election would come as a harmless
anti-climax. If peace were assured, it would indeed
matter little how much we quarrelled amongst ourselves
at home, what was the issue or even what was the result
We cpuld return to our party politics as safely as a crcw.'
of a.lmcr that has escaped shipwreck can go back to deck
quotts or a fancy dress ball. «

. ‘But'if neither the one thing nor the other happens —
if war 1s temporarily averted and peace is not asIs)Sred if
the strain and the anxicty are still continuing in t,he
autumn as they exist now, then it does scem that the
moment would be ill-chosen to stir up party strife, t
intensify differences of opinion in this country and th .
expose those differences to the world, knowin)é as we :ll(:
how for_elgn countrics are apt to exaggerate thcn; in their
own minds and to mistake the strong words which we
use 1n party conflict for the expression of feelings f;
deeper than those that really exis &
‘A distinguished Liberal writer recently protested
against the Leader of the Liberal Party ch?iticizin
the Prime Minister, and he pointed out that units
:/ly:;se.the supreme need of the country at the present
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‘Sharing that opinion, I would suggest that the main-
tenance of unity is not compatible with the prospect of a
General Election. You cannot implore your encmy to
hold his fire when at the same time you are preparing to
give battle the day after to-morrow.

‘It would be a good thing if before the House rises the
Prime Minister could discuss with the Leaders of the
Opposition Parliamentary plans for the autumn and
make an announcement to the House in order that one
of the two uncertainties to which I have referred might
be eliminated.

‘If the Leaders of the Opposition want a General
Election, it would perhaps be wrong to deny it to them,
but if they do not want it, it can hardly be right for the
party which already possesses a completely satisfactory
majority, which has hardly been affected by a large
number of by-clections, to force the minorities to fight
against their will.’

The last article that I published before the House rose
was on the subject of disarmament.

*  * ok *

“The most disturbing feature of a recent peace plan
was the suggestion that this country should pay to
Germany a sum of money larger than most war indemni-
ties in return for a promise to disarm.

“To the minds of certain people armaments are a bug-
bear — things evil in themselves, the causes of evil,
designed by the Evil One and produced by those who are
in league with him. Ifwe can rid ourselves of armaments,
so such people believe, all other evil things will disappear
in their wake. It was partly this belief that brought our
country into fearful danger; it was partly this belief that
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was the cause of the difficulties and the defeats of the last
two years.

“The only real evil about armaments is the cost of them.
There is some compensation even for that evil because it
is better that a man should be paid a decent wage for
making something that may never be used, than that he
should receive a dole for doing nothing. A battleship
that never fires a shot in anger is not all waste of money.
Not only has it provided well-paid labour for large
numbers of men for many years, but it is also part
9f the premium we pay towards a policy of national
insurance.

‘Armaments do not cause wars: they may prevent
them.

‘Men have noticed that large increases in armaments
have sometimes been followed by war, and falling into

the obvious fallacy of thinking that because one event |

happens after another the first event must be the cause of

the second — post hoc propter hoc — they have concluded

that the wars were caused by the armaments.

‘It were as sensible to argue that umbrellas cause rain. -

When rain seems likely men equip themselves with
umbrellas. The appearance of a large number of um-
brellas is frequently followed by rain, but it is not the
umbrellas that have caused the rain, it is the fear of rain
that caused the umbrellas.

‘Simil'ar’ly, when an increase in armaments is followed
by war, it is not the armaments that cause the war but the
fear of war that caused the armaments.

< . 4
The mistake that many of our peace lovers made in -

the days of peace was that they hoped and strove to obtain
peace through disarmament, and thus approached the
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problem from the wrong end. Peace cannot be achieved
through disarmament, but disarmament can be achieved
through peace. Get rid of the fear of war and armaments
will get rid of themselves. ‘

‘It will be the taxpayer not the pacifist, who will see to
it. There will be no need of a disarmament conference
nor of an agreement to disarm. But so long as the fear of
war remains, every disarmament conference is doomed
to failure and every agreement to disarm will be a sham
and a fraud.

‘We should have learnt this lesson in the fifteen com-
paratively peaceful years that followed the war.

“The Powers that won the war have been charged with

" a breach of faith because, having disarmed their defeated

enemies, they failed to disarm themselves. In fact, no
faith was broken because no promise was made.

‘Germany did not agree to disarm on the understand-
ing that other Powers would follow suit. Germany was
compelled to disarm because she had been defeated in the
field, and had no choice.

“The Allied Powers expressed in the Peace Treaty their
intention to disarm, such being their honest intention at
the time, but they entered into no obligation to do so.
Great Britain did indeed carry out that intention to a

- dangerous extent, and was still disarming after Germany

secretly and in breach of her treaty obligations was re-
arming — a process that was well under way long before
the Nazis attained power.

‘But no general agreement to disarm was ever con-
cluded in spite of many sincere attempts to reach one,
and the cause of failure was the presence of fear. We can
still remember how in those days the French were some-
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times accused of being excessively apprehensive. It was

easier for the English to feel confident so long as the

German fleet was at the bottom of Scapa Flow, but

the French knew that the German army was still on the

other side of the Rhine, and how great w
hidden armaments they could not tell,
‘If, therefore, no genuine disarmament agreement
could be arrived at in the third decade of the century,
what hope can there be for it in the fourth or the fifth?
"The suggestion of an agreement to disarm is not only
a delusion — for Great Britain it js also a snare. Dis-
armament must be unilateral or universal. No nation
can be expected willingly to accept unilateral disarma-
ment, and therefore any such proposal must be upon a
universal basis, that is to say it must aim at producing a
measure of disarmament proportionately the same in all
countries. The practical difficulties are enormous, but
let us waive them for a moment and assume that by some
~miracle the practically impossible has been accomplished.
Let us imagine — it is a considerable feat of the imagina-
tion — that all the armaments in the world had been
reduced by exactly 50 per cent — that the Navy, Army
and Air Force of Great Britain were Just half as large
and as powerful as they arc at present, and that the three
services of France, Germany and all other Powers had
undergone a similar reduction. What would the effect be
on the prospects of preserving peace? The answer is
“nil”.

‘So long as the minds and policies of the Governments
and the governed in the various countries were the same
the situation would remain unaltered. The hope of
victory and the fear of defeat would be neither increased
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Such an agreement w
ould manacle and g .
left our potential enemies free. fetter us while it

‘Let us promote the methods of peace by every means

in our power, but never let us again i
. ain
lay aside the weapons of war.’ gai in folly and haste

CHAPTER XII
AUGUST

ON August 2nd an acrimonious debate took place in the
House of Commons on the subject of the adjournment.
Some Members felt that it was wrong for Parliament to
announce at such a critical moment its intention of not
meeting again for two months. The Labour Opposition
suggested that August 21st should be the date of our next
meeting instead of October 3rd. The Liberals preferred
August 22nd. As events turned out the House met again
on August 24th.

Personally as I listened to the debate and had some
sympathy with the arguments of Mr. Churchill, Mr.
Amery and others in favour of an earlier meeting, I felt
so convinced that events would decide when the next

" meeting must be rather than the will of the Government

or any resolution passed by the House of Commons, that
it seemed to matter little what date was decided upon
that afternoon.

I left for the country before the House divided, de-
voutly hoping that I might not return to it before
Ottober grd. I had the impression as I travelled away
from London that the majority of my fellow members
still failed to appreciate the gravity of the situation and
that in so failing they were truly representative of their
constituents. I could not forget at such a time the events
that had taken place just a year ago and it was in such a
mood that I wrote my next article.

*® x K *
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‘Men like to set forth upon their holiday in a spirit of
hope and confidence, for it must be a poor holiday indeed
if care and anxiety come as companions. Therefore it
should surprise nobedy if, when the House of Commons
rose last week, there was prevalent among members a
mood of determined optimism. Those who raised doubts
as to the wisdom of separating at so grave a moment of
international tension were as unpopular as the children
who prophesy rain on the morning of the annual school
treat,

‘But now that this eventful parliamentary year is over,
for the parliamentary year really ends in the summer
although there remains a little sweeping up to be done
in the autumn before the House can be openced for the
new session, it is almost inevitable that we should com-
pare the situation as it exists to-day with the situation
that existed a year ago.

‘Let us first examine the similarities between the two
situations. We are still ruled by the same Government.
One or two offices have changed hands, one or two
Ministers have vacated their positions and one or two

new Ministers have been sclected, principally owing to *

their technical qualifications. But the Big Four who were
mainly responsible for the direction of policy last August
and September remain in the same posts as they then
occupied.

‘There have been certain not unimportant diplomatic
changes, but the key position, that of our embassy in
Berlin, is still held by the Ambassador whose advice
carried most weight with the Government last Septem-
ber, and who is generally believed to hold the same views
as he then held.
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“There is also considerable similarity between the pre-
sen'{?nternational situation and that whl_ch _ther§ existed.
Then as now, there was a feeling of optimism in Great
Britain. It was based on nothing more substantial than
the fact that Germany had committed no act of v195(c31111t
aggression since the absorption of Austria mn the mlh_ e
of March. There had been alarms in May but nothing
had happened, and if nothing happens over a 1C)eli‘talr.;
period of time, Englishmen are alvyays willing to believ

ing will ever happen agaimn.

th?”}'}?i(;t};leagr in the same way, nothing has ha%%ﬁnei
since the destruction of Czech'oslovakxa in the m1h ebo
March — except the destruction of Albania at btl e be-
April —and once mogi theog:‘i,:r?i(;‘n ((a) E—og;
hould say the incurable — op 1 of ou

f:;: 2?s)saz‘s/:riing itself?’ fortified by the Prime Minister’s
assurance that the country is now ready for any emer-
ge{ch'Zi then. as now, there was one outstanding issue in
Europe about which two conflicting views seemeil 13—
capable of reconcilement. Then it was the Sudfe(;en‘ 311‘111 ,
.to-day it is Danzig. Then the Germans sai ,C he
Sudetenland must belong to us”,'to Wh.lCh thed zechs
replied, “If we give it up we forfeit our indepen: fnce d
To-day the Germans are saying, much more openly }z;nh
much more often, “Danzig must belong tous™ —to l\l,vhuid
the Poles make the similar reply that if they lose a oh
on Danzig their independence is gone. They ha}\l/e the
authority of Frederick the Great for believing tfat f‘i
who holds Danzig rules Poland, and they have the fear }111
example of Czechoslovakia to warn them against the

danger of compromise.

ginning of
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; .
o :3 f:;tt};fr sxr(r}ulanty between the two situations is that
, en, Germany is rapi ilizi

now, : , y pidly mobilizing her armed
] .

ti“nTh.e}x;e s, _however, one great difference which dis-
gu1; es this August from last. A year ago our hands

\I/x;e.re ree so far as the particular issue was concerned.

I dxs true that we had sent one of our most distinguished
er statesmen to Czechoslovakia on a special mission

and had thereby shown our interest and goodwill. It

V\}/las perhaps natural that the people of Czechoslovakia
Zn(:imf?ie}:l?i}:ﬁi I;he;t,OGlx:at Briltlain, having shown interest
: » would not allow thei
dismembered and then destroyed. B:tc((})::zat%rf}:;tint(:vz:
n no way committed. She had given no word and sh
broke no faith. ord and e
All that is changed to-day. Great Britain is committed
up to the hilt. "The situation could not be stated more
]c;)srtlmselyi{ thfl‘n 1t was in a leading article in The Times
last w(;:e. . “We fight if the national independence of
] % and is threatened; and of that Poland is to be the
Judge.” Never before in our history have we left in the
hands of one of the smaller Powers the decision whether
or not Great B{ltain goes to war. But there the decision
rests to-day, with a handful of men whose very names
with the possible exception of Colonel Beck, are?xlnknowr;

to the people of this country. Those unknown men can

de‘cllde that the European war shall begin to-morrow.

. do not say that the Government were wrong to give
the guarantee to Poland despite the danger that has
anstt;ln from it. I believe that they were right to do it,
t;a}s1 ey have begn right to do many dangerous and in
| emselves undesirable things during the last ten months.
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All these decisions, taken as they have been with reluc-
tance and delay, are part of the evil heritage of Munich.
I believed that the policy of Munich was wrong at the
time, and I said so. It is part of the logical sequence of
events that followed upon the adoption of that policy
that we who might have fought for the Czechs on our
own conditions and at our own time are now obliged to
fight for the Poles whenever they choose to give the signal.

‘But I shall be reminded that during the interval our
preparations for war have improved enormously. I
gladly acknowledge the fact. There is however a danger
that those who were over pessimistic ten months ago
may be over optimistic to-day.

‘o far as the Navy is concerned, there has been little
alteration. The construction programme has proceeded
according to plan. There has been no acceleration. We
have nine capital ships building, but we have not one

- more capital ship in commission than we had a year ago.

‘So far as the Army is concerned, great decisions have
been taken but we must not fall into the delusion of be-
lieving that armies can be created by a stroke of the pen.
Also the decisions were taken late. I said in the House of
Commons when I resigned from the Government last
October, that the policy of Munich must entail the con-
struction of an army on a continental basis. Yet it was
not until after the rape of Prague in March that the
Government decided to double the Territorial Army
and it was not until after the rape of Albania in April
that the Government decided to introduce a measure of
compulsory service. Both these decisions were good but
nobody can pretend that taken together they go a tenth
of the way to make up for the thirty-five Czech divisions,
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admirably equipped and trained, ready to fight to the
death who to-day are disarmed and disbanded.

‘Meanwhile the German troops whose training was
.then believed to be deficient have had a year in which to
improve it — and a year has been spent on the consolida-
tion of the Siegfried line which was then considered far
from impregnable.

‘Our greatest advance has been made in the air. where

according to all information, progress has been trul};
astonishing. But here again it would be folly to suppose
tha.t _the enemy have stood still. They also have been
training pllqts and turning out machines unhampered by
any regulations limiting the hours of labour — and great
as our achievement may have been it would be rash to
assume that theirs has been in any way inferior.
. ‘But the greatest asset gained by Germany, in the
mterv‘al, is the redoubled confidence felt in thc’ Fihrer
who since a year ago has proved for the fourth and fifth
time his ability to win victorics without bloodshed.

‘These are the facts of the situation which confront us
at the opening of our dangcrous holiday.’

The first three weeks of August were uncventful and
for want of a better subject I returned to the notorious
letter of Dr. Gocebbels, believing that the wider publicity

it received the better. Between the writing of the article, -

hqwever, and the date of its publication Commander
ng-Hall arranged for the letter to be printed in full in
the Daily Telegraph and the editor of the Evening Standard
therefore decided not to print my article. I insert it here
in order that the collection may be complete and in
order that the letter which formed the subject of it should
not be forgotten.
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‘The importance of propaganda is being increasingly
understood by all who are concerned with the improve-
ment of international relations. The fate of the world in
these fateful days must ultimately be determined by the
minds of men. It is therefore of the first importance that
those minds should have every opportunity of learning
true facts and forming sound judgments. If in every
country there were a free Press, little if any need of the
methods of propaganda would exist. Unfortunately the
Press is completely free in hardly any country. Even
here the law of libel and the apprehensions of news-
vendors seem likely to impose an unofficial censorship,
and throughout the greater part of the continent of
Europe, not only are native newspapers forbidden to
print anything unfavourable to the Government but the
circulation of foreign newspapers is not permitted.

‘One of the more curious phenomena of the age is the
development of the “News Letter”’, which purports to
give more accurate information than the ordinary Press.
In the present year as many as a dozen of these have
been brought to my notice. Some have been born and
passed away during that period, others appear to enjoy
increasing prosperity.

‘A remarkable document is at present being circulated
in this country. Itis posted from Berlin to a large number
of private individuals. I have received a copy myself, as
have several of my constituents, some of whom have
asked me whether I belicve it to be genuine. It is headed
“The Reply to English Propaganda by Reich Minister Dr.
Goebbels™, and it is dated July 14th. As the distribution
ofit has now been continuing for some time but no official
denial of its authenticity has been issued, it is fair to
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assume that it 1s indeed what it purports to be, namely a
reply by the eminent German statesman to a letter which
Commander Stephen King-Hall has been circulating in
Germany. This being so, the document is one oflxisto;ical
impo.rtance as a revelation of the type of mind that is now
assisting in the government of Germany and also of the
conditions prevailing in that country. It was said before
the War that the Prussian Civil Service was the finest in
the world, and the first thing that strikes the reader of
this document is that Dr. Goebbels should not have avail-
able some assistant who is capable of writing correct
EI}ghsh.- The: language of the letter throughout would
bring d1§crcdlt upon anybody who had passed through
an Enghs}} secondary school, and there are some sen-
Ef:nces which convey no meaning at all. For instance:

It dqcs not mean that this childish and absurd school-
boy bit of propaganda need necessarily be regarded as
less pronounced”. And again: “You then go on and puta
fomewhat scurrilous question to your German reader
Why do I write to you?” ” What meaning Dr. Gocbbels
attaches to the word “scurrilous” we cannot iell but no
meaning which he would find in any dictionary could
possibly make it applicable to the question that he
quotes.

‘Ignorance of foreign languages does not necessarily
connote any lack of culture and there is no reason at all
why Dr. Gocbbels or any other German politician should
be cxpgctcd to know English, but cven through a
translation the bad writing of the original can some-
times be apparent and such sentences as the following
cannot be the fault only of the translator. “Your news
service 1s ‘a privately dirccted public service’. Ha, ha,
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ha! That really was well said. Your chief, Lord Halifax,
can certainly be well satisfied with your schoolboy
efforts.”

‘Dr. Goebbels is anxious to show that Commander
Stephen King-Hall is a person of no importance and
makes great use of the fact that although he is standing
for Parliament, he has not at present been elected. “Mr.
Candidate-for-Parliament” is the phrase that occurs
more than once. Yet he makes the definite statement,
which I believe to be wholly untrue, that the Commander
is employed by the Foreign Office and that his letter was
written with the help of the Foreign Secretary. If the
statement were true, it would obviously give greater
importance to Commander Stephen King-Hall, which
appears to be exactly what Dr. Goebbels does not wish
to do. The fact that a highly placed minister in a foreign
country should make a personal attack upon the British
Foreign Sccretary is in itself significant.

“The first charge which Dr. Goebbels brings against
Commander King-Hall is that of having served in the
Navy, which in the last war “carried out a starvation
blockade against Germany”. It is suggested that such
methods of warfare are inhuman. This is the first time
perhaps that high authority has been given to the view
that the method of siege is not one that should be em-
ployed in warfare. Throughout the history of war, it has
always been held that to besiege either a citadel or a
country, in spite of the suffering that it must cause, iIsa
perfectly legitimate act of war. That Dr. Gocbbels takes
another view is interesting — the more so when we re-
member that this very weapon was used by Germany in
the last war and in the year 1917 came nearer to bringing
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her victory than all the efforts of her land forces and her
surface ships put together. The U-boat campaign in
1917 came within measurable distance of starving Eng-
land out of the war, and we must be surprised to learn
that Dr. Goebbels considers such-methods unworthy of
the Royal Navy.

.‘The next charge that is brought against Commander
King-Hall is that he is deliberately engaged in propa-
ganda. “Mr. Paid-Propagandist” and “Mr. Propaganda
Candidate’ are the terms used. Now propaganda may
or may not be desirable and those who are z;cti\'cly cn-
gaged in spreading it may or may not be worthy of abuse,
but su'rely the one person in Europe who should not abuse
them is the man whose present office is that of Minister of
Propaganda. £20,000,000 annually, we are informed,

are spent on propaganda by the Third Reich, and Dr.
Goebbels is the head of the department which is in
charge of these activities. For him, therefore, to sneer at
propaganda itself is hardly logical. ,

‘Dr. G(?el?bels then goces on to chronicle the crimes of
Great Britain, referring to the alleged fact that in the
year 1771 Liverpool was the centre of the slave trade. It
is difficult to understand what relevance such statements
can have or how they can affect the present problem of
Gr‘eat Britain’s relations with Germany.

The. remainder of the pamphlet is confined to abuse.
The_re 1s no argument in it, no attempt to explain diffi-
culties or to suggest remedics, but a series of threats and
sneers covering eight pages.

1 have not mysclf had the advantage of reading the
letter which Commander King-Hall addressed to the
German public but such a method of conveying the
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British point of view to the citizens of a country where
the freedom of the Press has been abolished would appear
to be perfectly legitimate and the fury that it has roused
in the breast of Dr. Goebbels seems alone sufficient justi-
fication. A similar publication, entitled News From
Germany, which gives the Nazi point of view, has long
been circulated in England and is sent to many thousands
of individuals who do not subscribe to it. One of the
activities of the “Link” — that association which has
recently been so sternly denounced by the Home Secre-
tary — has been to promote the circulation of this
periodical, and I doubt whether any harm has been
done by it. Both Germany and Italy have arranged for
broadcasts to take place in English, expressing the

oints of view held in their respective countries. Here we
shall always be glad to listen to such broadcasts as we
are only anxious to learn exactly what those points of
view are. That a similar effort to convey what we are
thinking and feeling to the German people should pro-
voke such an outburst of anger and should induce one
of the most prominent figures in the state himself to
indulge in a violent and intemperate reply proves that
the present Government of Germany are most anxious
to prevent their people from establishing any contact
with the outside world. Commander King-Hall can
hardly have expected such spectacular success as he has
achieved. He will no doubt continue his efforts and
they can only be useful.

‘So far as propaganda outside Germany is concerned,
we can have no more useful agent than Dr. Goebbels
himself. If only this letter could be translated into other
languages as badly as it has been translated into English
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and circulated throughout the world, it would provide
an 1rrcfutaplc proof of the state of mind and cululx)rc that
now pr.(:\{axls among those who govern what was once a
great civilized people.’

I was invited to broadcast on August 15th to the
United Stnt(:s and the subject of my address was to be the
1ntema.t10nal situation. Itseemed a suitable opportunit
for stating t.he 1ssuc that lay before Europe in i}t)spbroadcs);
aspect. This I attempted to do and at the risk of weary-
ing the rc.adcr by a repetition of much that h:xs a cz;rrcyd
:)Ifforbe 11' 1fncludc. t}}c address here as it was (‘lclhi\}')cprcd in
ca:c. clief that it is a truc and a fair statement of the

“To those who arc watching European affairs from the
other sx_dc of the Atlantic much that happens here must
seem d1fjﬁcult to understand. We cannot run(';bllcmif
othcrs.fall to understand us because we find grrcat difh-
culty in understanding ourselves. 1 want t%)-ni ht to
sta‘te the issue - the broad issue as I believe it togbc

Properly to appreciate the meaning of a picture a}ld
to understand the effect that the artist wishcfto conve
y%u 1must stand at some distance from it and sce it as};
\t/; ole — and mus't_not allow your attention to be diverted

y any of the details, however striking they may appear
Whgn you have scen the whole then you ‘can su‘n}ip thf;
details — but not before. The details in this C'lsz are
names of places. Last yecar they were Austria — ézccho-
slovak}a .+ this year they were Praguc — Memel —
Alba.ma .- . now they are Danzig — Hunmri — Rou-
mania. Each one of them presents he br y
problem worthy of attenti vach one C§Cnl€d, s
pre y ention, but each one of them 1s

y a small part of a great whole — and we cannot
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really understand the meaning of the part until we have
grasped the meaning of the whole.

“There are a few facts of which I must remind you,
because if we forget them — and it is extraordinary how
easily people do forget them — we come (o entircly false
conclusions. The first fact to remember is that six years
ago there was a revolution in Germany which was one
of the most important revolutions that has ever taken

lace. Since that time Germany has been subjected to
the will of a single man. Before he acquired power that
man wrote a book in which he told us exactly what he
meant to do. He meant to unite the whole of Europe
under German domination and he meant to destroy
France. He thought that Great Britain might be per-
suaded to stand aside and watch him with benevolent
neutrality while he carried out his plan. There he was
wrong. If he had studied history he would have known
that it has always been England’s policy and always will
be to prevent any single Power from dominating the
continent of Europe — because England has always
known that if she allowed every other Power in Europe
to be dominated it would be her turn in the end. For
this reason we fought against Philip II of Spain, against
Louis XIV of France, against Napoleon Buonaparte and
against Kaiser Wilhelm.

‘In the book that he wrote Herr Hitler told us very
plainly what he meant to do. In one point only has he
changed his programme. When he wrote the book he
said he wanted no colonics overseas — now he is demand-
ing the return of all the colonies which Germany pos-
sessed before the war. So that instead of diminishing his
programme he has added to it.
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. ‘During these six years he has been busy carrying out
V:ngogrjr?me. Thc.tcchniq.uc which he employs is
orth studying. It varies very little. He strikes suddent
without warning, but after very careful preparati ok
he presents the world with a fait accompli and Iz)a.t th : same
time an unglcrtaking that he will not do it a in Sa(r)“c
every occasion hitherto the world, taken bygz;ixn. rié1
;em}xllgdthat 1t is too late to prevent him from doingrlivhsaé
¢ had already done has regretfully, with murm d
protests, accepted the situation ;md wele uils arlll
:ssu'rlz.atnu; tlzlat}it shall not happen again Thu(;n;lvehenthz

emilitarized the Rhineland he solemnly st
ﬂad no further territorial am'I)iSt(i)(l)(x::?Ly i‘f::f)dct'h?vth:;
d: ;u“bscqucrftly took pQ‘sscssion of Austria he au&o,rizcd a
de glzlézhgolg?‘; Vazr:lzcc lto Cicchoslovakiu; when he took part

‘akia less than a vy : i
o da le year ago he said not onl
anz(xjt V};ﬁcv;io};l;cigotktal:e, but that he didn’t want, the rcs{
and pohen he took ¢ ¢ rest, six months later, he refrained
future, for he felt r}fgﬁ)i‘)‘:“ﬁ)rﬂ“})’ o o e
ass‘t(l)rancc would be an illSL;lt to (t):; if:tsctllitgz-lec,cthat o
Alwar;;: }(;g:«irHP(th 15 of‘ Importance to remember.
poways Hr ‘n U} has refused to negotiate. After his
land, Grcatoiicrcitgxi ](;fgrlcl:l([llut(}) Occupfltion o e Rhine:
, ncgotate in th

gl:);eum;;g a complete settlement of all outstandin}éogie(s)f
tor s. \ C,Iir, Hiter refused. He does not believe that.he
rightgcb;z'mt h? wants by negotiation. He is probably
Prim’e M.i:'use 1'c wants too much. Three times our
N atlslt;er ?lv]ent to visit him last year in Germany.
ther erchtesgaden nor at Godesberg did any

gouation take place. Each time the Prime Minister
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returned with an ultimatum. At Munich there was the
pretence of negotiation but the settlement arrived at
turned out worse for the Czechs than the ultimatum of
Godesberg — and the tragedy ended at Prague.

‘So now the situation should be plain. The peace of
the world depends upon the actions of a man who will
not enter into negotiations and whose undertakings
cannot be relied upon. He has set before himself a
programme which cannot be accomplished without
producing a war.

‘Is there then any hope? I believe that there is — but
there is also great danger. And the survival of the hope
depends upon a full understanding of the danger. It may
seem incredible to you on the other side of the Atlantic —
but it is none the less perfectly true that there are a great
number of people here in Europe, here in England, who
still fail to understand the simple but fearful problem by
which we are faced. The mistake that they make is due
to the error of which I warned you when I began — the
error of concentrating attention on the part instead of on
the whole. Last year they insisted on seeing it simply as
a question of Czechoslovakia. This year they are inclined
to consider it only as a question of Danzig. Czecho-
slovakia seemed a question that should be settled by
cumpromise rather than by war. The same might certainly
be said of Danzig. It would be true of both if they were
isolated questions and could be settled in isolation. But
in fact they are only parts of a far greater question —
namely the domination of Europe — and about that
question there can be no compromise. And until that
question is settled every advantage that we give away
must render its ultimate settlement more difficult. In the
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izs;v;ir \r‘eymlght have said, ““Is it really worth sacrificing
: ny lives for the sake of Ypres? a small town alread
I(I]Ihl;ii;s ';ht'he Amcricans might have said the same o}f,'
( u lThierry —small places, in themselves of 1
::r}rlla}l)’orta}xllcq but parts of a great line, links in a prccli:)tlllz
ain, the integrity of which meant victory or defeat
. The first thing, therefore, that we have to d G
silence those voices over here which ask “I BIS o
yvorth a war?” and make them undcrsta;ld, th S Danzfg
is ?Tolt] and.w1ll never be the real issue., o anae
abomeg;;; anI‘:ddmor?al (!angcr in talking so much
rtions thga.t - may give risc to the idea that it is only
O onzig th mvycharlfi thinking — and that if Danzig is
wett alon ]g"t ¢ pgx‘suadcd to close our eyes to
s ; er act of wolc.n.cc n some other part of Europe
pre H:Z st}:gng Sll.lSplCIOIIS pr.evalcnt to-day that ch:
south-eastgrl \C/ic a tc.rcd the dfrcction of his plans in a
south-cast y direction, and it would be more satis-
o y if a definite declaration had been made t
reat Britain and France were no longer w:;llfng h:(:

tolerate any furth ‘ X
er act of aggression in E
; . n
against whom it was dirccted. Europe no matter

< .

me;I;iv;eE(iiI; ccoar;vn}ce IHcrr Hulcr.that such an act will
Br] o rc }l)mow\\t}ar 1c:u.mot bc;hcvc he will commit it.
i Doy know 12}1: 1¢ 1s convinced of that at present
He s ramnots ¢ that anybody has told him the truth.
iy o & remarkat ¢ man with a dynamic personality. It
somethiny tl0 tc} the truth to such a man, if the truth is
S g]d 1(§1t 1e does not want to hear. But the hope

orld depends upon persuading him of that truth,

so that he shall nev , Im :
only I had kno‘;l:;;’?r have to say when it is too lil[C, “If
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‘If he desires war he will certainly get it, but let it
never be said that through our infirmity of purpose, or
through our lack of clarity in statement we allowed him
to blunder into a war that he never meant. He has done
much for his country but if all his achievement is to end
in war it would have been better for his country that he
had never been born. The danger to-day, the fearful
danger is, lest encouraged by the bloodless victories that
he has won, and still unconvinced by our words or by our
preparations, he should take just one step more and
precipitate us all into the disaster which we must all —if
we are sane — be longing to avoid.

‘Let me sum up what I have said. Hitler seeks to
dominate the continent of Europe. He has been allowed
to go so far because the Governments of the Democracies
failed to understand what he was trying to do. They
accepted his assurances instead of reading his book. Now
they know the truth they are quite determined to prevent
him from dominating the continent of Europe — and
they have the power to do so. If he can be convinced
that they have both the will and the power, he may yet
abandon his purpose. If he does so there will be peace —
if he does not there will be war.’

The last article to be included in this collection is one
thiat never appeared. It wassctup in print on the night
of August 21st and should have been published on the
following morning. But late that night came the news
that once again His Majesty’s Government had been
successfully outwitted. I had always been alive to the
danger of the Sovict concluding an agreement with
Germany behind the backs of the Democracies. Inarticles
previously published (sce pages 283 and 296-7) 1 had
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given warning that the danger existed. But as the months
dragged on and the Government appeared to be free
fromany anxicty as to the course of negotiations, refrained
from CXPCdltlng them and refused, when askcél to send
out an important Cabinet Minister to conduct,thcm it
appear-cd to those of us who, like myself, had no acc,ess
to. special sources of information, that if tl’lc Government
with the Diplomatic and Secret Services at their disposal
were corp}.)lacent there could be little cause forp the
private citizen to feel alarm. Yet even in this article 1
referred to a rumour that had reached me and.su ested
that the danger had not yet passed away., It wasgii ~fa t
already too late to avert the great diplomatic def Ct
that Great Britain was about to sustain. What follow lea

a melancholy, if only an academic, interest e

‘ . * * » .

Th.ere 1s gradually being constructed in Euro
combine of nations which, when it is complete map(i) .
come ,t,h.e most formidable force in the world ',I‘hc zlvorcci

may” implics a condition. Extent of territox.'y numb

of populatlgn, supplies of raw material, stores ,of lderS
all th.ese will be in the possession of t,his intcrn'%to' —i
combine to an extent which no rival combine c1;1 com
mangl, but all these will prove insufficient u;itl;ouiotrlrll;
previous preparation, organization and training whi¢h
are necessary to ensure that the greatest possiblcg advan-
tage 1s derlved'from such overwhelming rcsourcc‘s

The first thing must be to ensure that the o.litiml
foundations are solid. The difficulty of undm‘slzandir;
the delz}y that still impedes the conclusion of the g
ment with Russ.ia increases with the length of it A;:lgi{r(l::):
matic formula is not always easy to find. It ca.n exp})ain
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a delay of days, it can excuse a delay of weeks, but it can-
not seriously be put forward in extenuation of a delay of
months. If in negotiation two countries mean anything
like the same thing it must be possible to find the words
to frame that meaning.

“Those who are anxious to see the agreement con-
cluded welcomed the decision to open staff conversations
because it seemed to indicate that no further difficulties
were likely to be encountered and that the agreement was
in sight. Since however the decision was announced
there appears to have been a slackening in the effort to
reach the political understanding although the staff con-
versations continue. Now this procedure in any normal
circumstances would be putting the cart before the horse
in a manner likely to incur great risks. It is as though the
lawyers of the two partics were instructed to draw up the
marriage settlement before the lady had consented to
wed. Not only would the lawyers be hampered by the
feeling that they were acting in the dark, but also their
zeal would be curbed by anxiety lest any indiscretion on
their part might interfere with the far more important
decision — not yet taken — upon which all their efforts
were dependent.

‘In the same way the task of the distinguished naval,
military and air officers who are now in Moscow must
have been enormously complicated by the fact that they
are still uncertain whether those with whom they are
discussing matters of vital strategic importance are the
representatives of a country which is shortly to be our
ally, or not. I have it on good authority that the German
Government recently imposed a veto on certain anti-
Bolshevik cartoons in the Bavarian comic paper
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izmplzczsszmus. This proves thf*thc Germans at any rate
a 1 ‘ ‘
Of\tzﬁcné); yc: a}%z;nd}oncd hope of obtaining the goodwill
viet. The hope may be a faint on
' ay be a faint one only, but so
lg)cﬂg as ft}}l{c sl}gh;cst uncertainty exists as to tl?c’ future
1cy of Russia the danger of carryi inti
. th g arrying on intimate, con-
ﬁdcnt_lal, negotiations with Russian officers on dc,fcncc
questions must be apparent
: .
anc{,::}tl11ist}z:z51;me,.(}{10g\{0\;r, that all eventually goes well
c > formidable Peace Front is i ¢ 1
t the | s finally established
— an 1 ‘
indu;lczlf it tﬁcto be'rcal}ly formidable Russia must be
. — question then arises what fi
will e e the duet s 1at further measure
S orde i 1
Fie, ooesar }l’)e prepa:(fg f('nsurc 1ts full efficiency.
or war. The ye
o years 1914 to
ir?,p%:t};?:éld lflave taugh‘t us both the difficulty ;1r?(l4tllc
pmportan Oerccl)inc;-iopor?tll)on.l No time should now be lost
- on of battle plans. N itai
France poriinatio plans. Not Great Britain
ussia only but their i ,
important alli
g?rl,in-d’ Turkey, Grccce.and Roumania Ehould lose ';5(;
i {)n gettllng t.ogethor n order that all their resources
Shoﬁ] 1cbpoo ed in a common effort. Exact infoﬁnqtion
shou d be exchanged as to what weapons #hd mqt:zri”ds
e Ip::jtlon lacks and as to how the needs of onc‘mn ‘bc
no;‘)p l1)c out.ofthc superfluities of others. Also i{ S}‘10Uld
I v .C pombl(‘: to decide where, when the time comes
Onc [lgl(d]t §0m.bmc shall attack and where it sh:ﬂl stagci
on Calltl, (l?lcn’sxyc. A purely technical conference s};OUId
be ca edatw hl(‘h\(lll these countries should be represented
or '110 lpuxposc of cx'plormg these questions and \\'ofkin(
day; 0}; t\}n (])f campaign. The best feature of the opcning
s 1¢ last war was that the mov
S i vements of our smz
:; my l(]iad been settled long before, in a time of ):‘ur et
emed far more durable than the present omcI
) bl
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the positions previously agreed upon were taken up with
the maximum of rapidity and the minimum of friction.
In those days France was our only certain ally in Europe
and therefore it was only with France that we were con-
cerned to make previous arrangements. Now we have
many allies and they should all be consulted in order that
they may all contribute towards the common end, for the
value of their contributions must be multiplied many
times if they are all co-ordinated in one scheme.

‘But if the great combine is to perform to the full the
functions that fate may impose upon it and if it is to be
worthy of the great responsibilities which are inseparable
from its mighty power, it must prepare not for war only
but also for peace.

‘Simultaneously with the conference suggested above
which might be called the war conference another should
also be held. Here plenipotentiaries of the same Powers
should meet to discuss the future, peaceful settlement of
the world. The discussions of this peace conference would
be followed and their decisions awaited by the world
withean interest and a respect very different from that
which has been accorded these last twenty years to the
confabulations of Geneva. The interest and respect
would be due to the fact that behind all their pronounce-
ments there would hover the enormous sanction of
abmost irresistible armed force.

‘It would be the first duty of this assembly to inquire
what are the real causes which may lead to a breakdown
of world peace. Having decided upon the causes it would
remain to discover the cures — no €asy task but not be-
yond the wit of wisest men. From these inquiries there
should emerge a programme which should prove to the
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peoples of the world that it is possible for all of them to
live in peace with one another and to share fairly in a
new prosperity.

“The work of the Peace Front will not be completed,
nor will it have earned its name until it produces the
Peace Programme. The main purpose of that programme
should be to solve the problem presented by Germany’s
demands. It should show how those demands — in so
far as they are reasonable — can be met without en-
croachment on the property or the independence of her
neighbours. It should ensure beyond the shadow of a
doubt that the people of Germany in the future should
have as good a life as the people of any other country.
It must also ensure that the people of Czechoslovakia
shall recover the freedom they have lost.

“The Great Charter of the Nations would be a kind of
affirmation of faith in the reason of mankind. “Here”,
we could say to the Axis Powers, “is one alternative.
The other is a world war. It is for you to choose. But
we have put our offer upon record and it will be for
future generations to decide whether it was just. If you
reject it now, your blood will be upon your own heads.”

‘Such — as I conceive it — is the task that lies before
us. It is an urgent task. It does not admit of taking
holidays. While we relax others are increasing their
activities and the storm may break before the task is
undertaken.’

The storm broke while the article was being printed.
The failure of the Democracies to secure the adhesion
of Russia was catastrophic. I had said, perhaps too
often, that the only way to prevent the war was to
convince Germany that she would lose it. This was no
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longer possible when Germany was assur§d of Russian
neutrality. Subsequent events prov.ed it. Germany
made no move until the agreement with the Soviet was
both signed and ratified. When that was done she lost
no time, for she felt then that the risk could be taken and
pounced immediately upon Poland '

So ended the period of unopposed aggression and
bloodless victory. The second world war entered upon
a new phase. *
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