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The leading addresses and writings on the
present political situation in India of that
vetepan patriot Lala Laljpat Rai are herein
collected and the publishers trust that the
book will be of immense value to those who
wish to keep in touch with the Nation’s Will.
It is hoped that every Iundian would always
remember the following words of Lalaji and
strive for national liberty :

“ We in India should, one and all, take a
vow that whether we have to lay down our
life, whether we are mutilated or hanged,
whether our women and chiliren ore inal-
treated, our desire for Swaraj will never grow
litsle apy the less. ISvery child of this land,
whatever his religion or persuasion, should
swear that, as long, as there is life in his
limbs, or breath in his nostrils, he would
strive for national liberty.”
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India’s Will to Freedom

What India Needs

She Needs:

1. Parents who will love and educate but
not command.

9. Teachers who will teach their pupils bow
to think and differ; and who will not expect them
to accept what they say as gospel trath.

3. Leaders who will guide but not give orders.

4. TFriends who will co-operate, in a trae
spirit of mutual respect and helpfulness, who will
not quarrel over differences of opinion, who will
1ot be offended by individnal idiosyncracies, who
will help generously in spite of differences of’opin-
ion and differences of interests. '

5. Preacherz who will not pranch siddhantas.
6. Ministers who wili not insult congregations
by asking them to follow tiicin in their prayers iike
sheep.
7. Hushands who will love, serve and co-ope-
rate, and not tyrannise noy crush vhe personality of
their wives.
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8. : Patriots who will think moréof fundamen-

tals than crumbs.

9. Young Indians who will care more for
manhood, honour and self-respect than material
gains, who will seek opportunities of serving and
suffering, who will cultivate the faculty of introspec-
tion, of generosity in judging others, of resourceful-
ness and initiative even at some risk.

10. Wives who will maintain their virtues of
love and devoiion without letting themselves’ be
treated as slaves or inferiors or mere child-bearing
machines.

11. . Rulers who will not rule, but encourage
the people to rule themselves.

192. Governcrs who will think less of dignity
snd prestigeand more of justice and right and public
good.

13. Viceroys who will think more of India
than of Great Britain.

14. ,Landlords who will think more of, the
human necessities of their tenants and less of their
own - purses.

15. Public men who will think more of truth
than of titles, honours or jageers.

16. Iiducationists who will be less of pedago-
gues and experts and more of human beings.

17.  Lecturers who will be less of demagogues
and more of sobar exponents of ideas and truths.
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18. Journalists who will write of matters
that count and less of their own petty personal
jealousies.

19. Reporters who will care more for facts
than for their own wishes of_ what the facts should
be.

20. Organisations that will care more for
the interests and good of the country and less of
theif own power, popualarity and purse.



Why. India Is Not Happy Under
' British Rule

WaETHER India is to be free or slave, whether

she isto be permitted once more to attain the
nationhood of which for nearly two centuries she

has been robbed, oris to continue to be heljd in
subjection against her will by a foreign power, is o
question of world-concern; for it is & question upon
which, more than perhaps upon any other, the
future peace of Asia and Europe and therefore the
- world depends.

To an Indian the problem of Indiais national;
to a Britisher it is imperial (that is, a question of
his own Empire); but to humanity it is interna-
tional. India is such a huge slice of the earth, and
containg such an imwense population, that no
person interested in world-affairs can ignore- its
importance. Historically itis the pivot of ‘. the
Orient. Religiously it occupies a wholly unique
place in Asia, because it is the home of Hinduism,
the birth-place of Buddhism and she most important
field of present day Islamic activities. Itis the
centre of Asiatic culture; China and Japan bow to it
in reverence, while Central Asia and western
Mohowmedan countries look to it for support and
sympethy. Its human potentialities of all kinds
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are very great, Commercially, too, it is strategic
for nearly half the globe. Itis the key to the
Indian Ocean and the clearing house of the larger
part of the irade of the Orient. Its natural
resources are so enormous as to defy the ima-
gination. This is the reason why militarism
and imperialism have always looked upon it with

*eyes of greed and glory. Thisis why India has

mspired Alexanders, Tamerlanes, Wellesleys, Czars
and Kaisers with visions of world-empire. This is
why for two centuries Great Britain has shaped her
foreign diplomacy, her military plans and her im-
perial policy with a constant eye to strengthening
her hold on India, her richest province, her greatest
source of wealth and prestige. This is why she hag
carried on so many wars to guard the borders of
India, to keep open her road to India and to weaken
any nation that iight endanger her possession of
India.

Nor will India in the future be any less an
apple of discord among the nations, and a sonrce of
endless plottings, jealousies and wars, so long as
she remains a subject people,—a rich prize to be
coveted, sought for and fought for by rival nations,
Her only safety, and the only promise of peace for
tae Orien$ or for Europe lie in her independance,
and therefore her contentment, in her ceasing to be
& pawn on the chessboard of the world’s diplomatic,
imperialistic and capitalistic plottings; in her stand-

I
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ing on her own feet; in her growing power to
protect herself, to shape her own career snd to co-
operate with other nations in friendly ways, and
thus become & factor in constructive world-life, in-
stead of a centre of unrest and world-contention.
Subject peoples, held down by the sword, are
always discontented peoples, who are continually,
cursing and hating their rulers, who are continually ‘
intriguing and plotting to throw off the yoke,that
ijs on them and gain their freedom. This must
always be pre-eminently true of India 50 long as she
is beld ngainst her will by a foreign power. In the
very nature of the case no League of Nations and
no other possible agency or power can ensure peace
in fhe world so long as a great civilized nation,
located in the very centre of the world's greatest
continent and possessing one-fifth of the entire
poputation of the globe, isin bondage. We see,
therefore, why the problem of Indin is not only a
world prablem, but a problem more fundamengal to
the world’s security and peace than perhaps &any
other whatever. ‘ ’
There nre  FEnglishmen who ask me and my
corupatriots, * Why are you not satisfied? Whas
do you want?” The very insolence of the question
is staggering. That such quesiions can be asked
_shows the atter moral callousness to which intelii-
gent human beings canbe reduced by military
‘power and by the long practice of ruling others

»
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withous their consent. What do we want? Are
we not men as well as you ? What would you want,
if, like us, you were held in subjection by the sword
of a foreign power; if you were dominated in-
dustrially by alien capitalists; if you were exploited
financially by greedy money-lenders of another

, land; if you were intellectually starved by rulers

who deprived you of schools, and who shaped such
edacation as you were permitted to have in such a
manner as to crowd out and belittle, and so far as
possible destroy your own history, literature and
culture, und substituts an zlien and far more
materialistic civilization in its place; if you were
rebuked and lectured and bullied day and night by
men claiming mastery over vou, who were without
spiritual aims, who worshipped money and power as
their gods, and who were unable even to understand
much less to appreciate the intellectnal, the moral
and the spiritnal ideals of your nation and rgce ?

. ,You ask of us, “ Why are younot tiappy under
British rule? ” I have now given my answer, I
ought _to have been, obvious to you. It would have
been, !_f your nature had not been so hardencd by
trampling on others’ righ's.  We are nos happy
under Dritish rule becaus: we are not bricks or
str?nes, beenuze we have fezlings, ambitions, national
pride, because we sre human. We are not happv,
because the rule is alien, is forced on us, is British
snd not ours. From time to time we have asked



8 INDIA’S WILL TO FREEDOM

for a little freedom under your rule, a little oppor-
bunity for self-determination, for self-developuent.
You have answered by jails and scaffoids, by
deportations and transportations.

What we wans is our mannood, the right to
live our lives, the opportunity to manage our affairs
and to be ourselves. Perwnistad to be men and not
serfs, permitted to ben nation with power to manage
our own affairs and carry out our own ideals, we
can be a source of Sirength to Comwunity, we
can contribute our share to the world’s stock of
knowledge, of art, of science, of poetry, of music;
we can co-operate with the other civilized nations
in ‘xéeying the peace of the world wnd in carrying
aloft the banner of human progress, Bat as British
slaves we arve mere pawns in & gaiue, to be used by
foreign wasters as “hewers of wood and drawers of
water ” in an Ewmpirve that not oniy crushes out our
liberty, but, at its will, even conscripts usas its
geoldiers to {ight the battles of imperialism | and
conquest to crush out the liberties of other peoples.

I trust I have now made clear what 1t is that
India wants, and why she is not content, and
never can be, under Brisish or any other foreign
yoke,

Astan Review—July 1930,

-

€

The “ War-Gift” From India

In my judgment, the action of the Government
of India, presumably taken at the suggestion of, at
,leasf; with the approval of, the Secretary of State
for India, is neither just nor wise. It is econo-
inicaily unsound and politically fuolish. India is ad-
mittedly poor—the average incowne per capita nob
exceeding £2 a year for the last forty years. Con-
sidering that during this period prices have doubled
or trebled in some instance, the irresistible con-
clusion is that the Indian raiyat’s purchasing capa-
city has been materially reduced, and, if he just
existed bhefore, he is less than existing now. \Vith-
in the last three years more than once the price of
wheat has gone as high as 12 ibs. a rupee, which
is even worse than a famine price. The price of
salt has risen so hign that the Punjab Goyernment
has only recently threatened to recommend the
opening of cheap salt stores by public bodies.

All competent authorities are agreed that in
india there is no room for further taxation. How
then is the £6,000,000 sterling charge, now added
to the Indian Budget, going to be met ? One mil-
lion, it is said, will come frow the enhanced duty
on cotton imports, a portion of the rest from other
sources of taxation proposed, and the rest by stacv-
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ing education, sanitation, and public works. The
- Indian public bas been bribed into acquiescence by
‘the enhanced duty on cotton imports. (At this
distance, I do not know if they have acquiesced).
In any case, the cotton duties will only bring one
million. Then, in all probasbility, the enhanced

rate is only a temporary measure., Its authors call
B

-‘ it a War-measure, implying that at the close of the
War the enhanced rate might disappear. If it does
disappear, as it is likely to d», the reaction in the
Indian mind will be terrible. The six million charge,
~-however, is permanent, to be borne by generations
- to come.
_ India saffers from lack of capital and credit.
-and vet the Imperial Government decides to denuge
it to the extent of £100,000,000 by ons stroke of
the pen. The amount ig a flea-bite to England, but
in Infw its loss will be felt by the poorest,
Even: now there is plenty of wealth in Great
Britain which has nos been conscripted. British
millionaires and lords have plenty to spare. Why,
‘then, ask for such a contribution from India? The
day of sccount for such acts will be an evil day for
both India and Tnglind, and it b-hoves British
statesmauship Lo avert it by timely forethought and
wisdom. Nation—3May 191%.

A Hindu Under-Secretary For India

The appointment of & Hindu as a Parliament-
ary Under-Secretary for India is an event of
sufficient importance to justify the hope that a
radical change is coming over the spirit of British
imperialism, and that adequate constitutionsl
changes may soon be introduced to give it a legal
aspect, and an enduring one. The appointwent of
Sir: S. P. Sinha would be devoid of any signifi-
cance if it were a mere personal compliment,
or a mere sop to Indian Nationalism. The fact,
however, that Mr. Edwin Samuel Montagu is the
only Cabinet Minister who retains his old post in
the re-shuffling consequent upon the British elec-
tions, gives us reason to think that Premier Lloyd
George is a$ least in general accord with Mr. Men-
tagu's sentiments about the future constiintion of
Indm, and that by apoointing Sir 8. P, Sinha as
Under-Secretary he wants to strengthen AMr. Mon-
taou’s hands,

Premier Lilovd George is reported to have
ssid that the word *Empire” wou'd henceforth
dirappear from the designation of the group of
nations that in their collective capacity have thus
far been calied by that name. If that is true British
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Imperlahsm must disappesr, not only in name,
but also in spirit. There must henceforth be a true
cisterhood of free nations, call it commonwealth or
league, whatever you will. If that should happen
no one wonld be more delighted than the Indian
Nationalists, because in spite of our strong dislike of

the political and economical effects of British .

Imperialism in Tndia, we believe taat, on the whole,
‘the British democracy is parhaps the finest tn the
political world of to-day. India will forget all the
wrongs coasciously or unconsciously inflicted on
her in the pasi, if her future status as a seli-
governing member of the British Commonwealth is
conceded to her in practice and secured to her by
law. If the appointment of Sir 5. P. Sinha is an
indication of thas change of spirit, we welcome 1t
most heartily and congratulate the Premier on zhat
step. »
sir Satyendra Prasanna Sinha has all along
been the favoured son of fortune. Born (in 1’863)
of a middle-class family, he received a good
education, first in India and then in England, won
several prizes and scholarships at Lincoln’s Inn,

was finally called to the bar in 1886. In 1903 he ‘

was appointed Standing Counsel to the Government
of India, and in 1907 Advocate-General of Bengal.
He was the first Indian to be appointed to that post,
“which is somewhat similar to that of Attorney-

General in England, except that the Advocate-

A HINDU UNDER-SECRETARY 13

General of Bengal is not a member of the Govern-
ment of India. For about a quarter of a century
Mr. Sinha occupied o prominent position at the

. Calcutta bar, having a very extensive and lucrative

practice. In 1909 he was appointed the first Indian
member of the ‘Viceroy’s Executive Council, In
acceptmg that office he was reported to have
‘sacrificed a practice which yielded to him an
annual income of about 200,000,

His position as the only Indian member of the
Governor-General’s Ixecative Council did not, bow-
ever, prove to be a bed of roses, The revolutionary
movement was spreading fast, and though he weas pre-
_pared to give his support to all reasonable measuares
of prevention and punishment, he was not willing to
subscribe to a general policy of repression and
suppression such as was favoured by his colleauues.
After a year of service he resigned his ofhce and
returned to his practice at the bar. '

This step made such a fine impressiort on  hig
educated countrymen that in December, 1915, he
was asked to preside over the annnal session of the
Indian National Congress held ¢t Bowbay. Th-
speech he delivered on that occasion, though not so
strong  as the bulk of Indian Nationalists wounld
bave liked, was on the whole dignified and
constructive. Replying to the insinuation that
Iingland’s withdrawal frony India would bring about

k3
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‘& condition of general anarchy and chaos in that
-gountry, Mr. Sinba said : -
" ¢ Tipgland bes ruled this country (India) for
considerably over one hundred and fifty years now,
“-and surely it cannot be a matter of pride to her at
tbe end of this period that the withdrawal of her
_rule would mean chaos and anarchy and wquldleav%
“the country an easy prey to any foreign adven-
" ture. . . . TIcan conceive of no more scathing
indictiment of the results of British Rule. A
superman might gloat over the spectacle of the con-
-quest of might over justice and righteousness, but
1 amn much mistaken if the British nation . fighting
now as ever for the cause of justice and freedom
and liberty will consider it as other than discredit-
able to itself that after nearly two centuries of
British rule, India has been brought to-day to the
same emasculated condition as that of the Britons
in she beginning of the fifth century when the
Roman legions left the English soil in order to
defend their own country against the Huns, Goths,
- and other barbarian hordes.”

Speaking of the poverty of India, he said :
‘“Whatever differences of opinion may exist as- to
whether India is growing richer or poorer under
British rule, there is nope with regard to her
.extreme poverty .. . . . . Rich in all the
resources of pature, India continues to be the
poorest country in the civilised world.”

pa- wno.qe6
DF 2Ly,
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Shortly after, to the sarprise of everybody,
Mr. Sinha again accepted office, as a member of
the Executive Council of Bengal, a position inferior
to the one which he had previously resigned. What
moved him to take action is not known, but since
that time he had been closely connected with the
Governwment, and has evidently piayed an impor-
“tant part in the development of the new policy

which has found exprecaion in the Montagu-Chelms-
ford scheme for the re-orgatication of the Govern-
ment of India.

At the time of inaugurating his Indian Reform
Scheme in 1909, Lord Morley laid down the policy
of rallying the Moderates among the Indian politi-
cians. But he did little to put it into practice,
perhaps because he was opposed by the vested
interests of the Anglo-Indian bureaucracy. The
‘War, bowever, brought a change. In 1917 it was
decided to give representation to India in the
Imperial Conference. Sir 8. P. Sinha wxs one of
the three representatives selected, the other two
being His Highness the Maharaja of Bikaner, a
ruling chief, and Sir James Meston, a Lieutenant-
Governor. In the Imperial Conference, Mr. Sinha’s
reasonable and moderate attitude, hishigh intelli-
gence and dignified deportment won for him the
estimation and respect of all his colleagues from
the overseas Dominions. Later on, asone of India’s
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representatives, he was allowed to participate in

the deliberations of the Imperial War Cabinet.

In 1918 that honor was repeated. In the course
of an interview granted at that time (September 13,
1918) tothe Overseas Press, Mr. Sinha was reported
as saying: . '

“ Tt was not the constitution alone that was
wanted for Indis, but contentment and prosperity.>

India had not been prosperous for a long.

time past and was not prosperous now. It wasfrue
that +bo jute mills in Bengal were making huge
profits but the peasantry were litile if any better off.
The ownership of the mills was exclusively British
—he might also say, exclusively Scotfish—and thas$
was where the profits probably went, They cer-
tainly did not goto the ryots who had to pay war
prices for food, salt, cloth, and other necessaries,

" but did not receive correspondingly increased. pay-

ments to meet those higher charges. India had been
the hewer of wood and the drawer of water for the
rest of the Ewpire. She desired and demanded a
place in the Empire worthy of her glorious past, of
her present resources, and of the part she had been
privileged to bear in this War. With a~ peaceful
people, fertile soil, and unlimited reserve in men
and material, there was no reazon why India should
not be as prosperous asany other part of the
LEwpire. They looked to the rest of the Empireand
particularly to ingland to find the remedy.

Jo
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Literally millions in India were on the border-of
starvation. Half the population never bad a full
mealin the day, and 1oeans must be found to re-
medy this state of things. It was essentially

' necessary to take steps with reg ird to the comstitn-
" tion as & means of bringing about contentment aud

prosperity. What was wanted was democratic
Government, angd there was no reason why it should
not work equally as well in India as in any other
country. The object of the War was that every
people should have the same chance and right of
self-development.

On the cessation of hostilities between the
Katente and the Central Empires, in November

"last, Mr Sinha was for the third time called to

England to sttend the meetings of the Imperial
War Cabinet and to help in the settlement of peace
questions, Now he has been appointed the first
Indian Under-Secretary, This position is not one of
Cabinet rank, and as Mr. Sinha is not a member of
the House of Cemmons, a peerage has been con-
ferred on him to epable him tosit and represent the
India office in the House of Liords.

Nation—April 1919



A Call to Young India

One of the biggest evils of an alien rule is the .

tendency for dependence that it createsin the subject
people, which naturally leads to divisions and
difierences over the distribution of crumbs, which
fall from the inaster’s table, When ILiord Morley
introduced his reforms in 1909 he planned to
crush the advanced nationalists by taking the
moderates under his wings, He gave a few posts
{o the latter, and gave a few others the opportunity
of prefixing “ honorable” to their names. Now
Mr. Montagu and Liord Chelmsford are playing the
same game. DBe it said Yo their credit, however,
$hat they are doing it in a more masterly way than
Liord Morley ever did. Morley was lacking in cour-
agef‘ Having been a theorist all his life he knew
how to-write, but had not the courage to put his
principles into practice. DMaster of words, he was
not quite a success as a doer of deeds. His states-
manship, if one may call it such, was devoid of faith
as well as of imagination. DMontagu, however, is,
in certain respects, rising to the heights of statesman-
ship. But even then he has to go slow and haltingly.
He cannot defy vested interests, nor ignore the
Junker - elerment in Parliament and the country.
Yet, in twelve months he has done more in the way
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of rallying the moderates than Morley did in five
years. He has been giving appointment after
appointment to the moderates and has completely
won them over to his side. Perhaps the war
created the occasion. Besides, he has the support
of the Viceroy as well as the advantage of the world
Lchanges in his favour. Yet, making due allowance
for these, one cannot but put him above Morley in
hig attempt to effect far-reaching reforms in the
adwinistration of India. This, however, is only by
the way.

We had started by commencing on the fight
for crumbs, which is the natural result of an alien
rule. We find it fuily illustrated in the present
political struggle that is proceeding in India. In
Lord Morley's time the Indian Nationalists were
divided into two classes, the so-called Moderates and
the so-called Lixtremist . Now it is said that there
are four-——Moderates and Ultra-Moderates, Hixtre-
mists and Ultra-BExtremists.  We have been care-
fully "studving the pronouncements of all and an-
xlously watehiag the developments, The splits and
differences and recrimination do not frighien us.
In fact, they add to our spirits. Heat indicates life.
Friction is not “always” bad. Peace at any price
is not always good. ““Life is the real thing aud not
peace and quiet,” We have been taught to love
peace and quiet more than life, and that has brought
sbout our downfall. The diffcrences in the Nation-
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i :alxst camp indicate active thought, active life and
: struggle We are happy over this indication. But
" we have to guard against their not being turned to

: . destructive ends.

What makes us feel sorry is that so much
feeling should be injected into masters which

ought to be discussed on broad lines. We are,

- more angry with the DModerates for the- simple
* reason that they make such exaggerated claims for
patience, experience, sobriety, statesmanship, past
gervices and sacrifices, and yet are the loudest in
denunciation and in shedding tears. We have many
friends among them whom we revere and love and
for whom we have the highest respect. We have
: absoiutely no doubt of their sincerity, honesty and
partriotism, but we cannot concede that they have
the monopoly of these, or even of wisdom and
" sagacity.  What perplexes us even more is thal we
cannot see any very radical differences between the
respective political aspirations of the various parties.
Of coursy, differences there are, bui are they so
material as to justify all the heat and passion that
is being introduced into the discussion over the
“Reform Scheme ? Do they deserve all the froth and
foam thst is being generated on bosh sides? Why
have the Moderates seceded from the Uongress?
Why could they not stay in a minority, even for a
_year ? This so-called Extremists have been in

' minority for years.
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Reverting to the Reformi Scheme, we notice
a substantial agreement that the Governient
Scheme is not satisfactory, and that it lacks essen-
tials. All parties contend that it concedes practi-
cally wo power to the people in the Central Govern-
ment, and in that respect is very defeciive. All
Jnsist that it must Ye modified on certain definite
lines, giving almost the same power to the elected
representatives of the people in the Central Govern-
ment as is conceded in the provincial Governments.
The quarrel is mainly over words and details. One
party calls the scheme ‘‘ unsatisfactory and disap-
pointing.” The Moderates object to the use of these
words. They do not want a definite period being
fixed for the grant of full Home Rule, while the
other factor demands it. One party is satisfied
with the scheme for the Provincial Governimaents,
the other party demands full autonomy in all the
provinces. Moderate legislators, in Bengal and
Bombay and the United Provinces have in their
official capacitiss, demanded full autonomy for
their respective provinces, The so-called Extre-
mists demand it for all.

The Moderates are afraid lest too much eriticism
of the scheine might endanger it altogether, The
opposition in England has uahalanced them. They
forget that whas is concedad isnot being given as
& wmwatter of favour but ““ because it is impossible to
govern India on old lines and because it is s neces-
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sity of the times,” imposed by the progress of the
.world and the rapid strides that have taken place
in the ideas of men and women about the funclions
" ef governments, They are still quoting the old,
timeworn maxims about representative govern-
ment and political democracy. Thev have not yet
awakened to the conscicusness that the old

political masters are intellectually effete . and’

dead. Their theories have bsen suppressed by
newer ones which are holding the mind of the
world in their grip. The world no longer swears
by the words of Mill, Morley, Burke and Bryce or
others of the old Liberal School. They are in-
teresting land marks on the highway of human
thought, but no mors the dispensers of light and the
givers of hope,. The world has advanced beyond
the points covered by their geniuses.

“The Montagu scheme cannot fail, because it
is a necessity of the times.” Buteven if it does
fail, its failure will be no calamity. Its failure will
leave two alternative courses open to the mdsters
of India; ecither to introduce a betier and nore
democratic scheine or to start an active policy of
extended repression and suppression. We are not
2t all afraid of the latter, as there is nothing which
gives vigor to a movement for liberty, as repression
and suppression. Liberty delayed takes its ven-
geance on those who d:layit. See Russin, Germany
aud Tuarkey. The British are too wise to indulge
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in that. The§'7 will concede as well as repress.
There is very little danger, then, of Mr. Montagu's
scheme failing altogether. 1t is a policy of reform
and repression. The Extremists again are childish
in demanding a time-limit for the grant of full
Home Rule, forgetting that the auathority which
fixes the time can cancel it later on. 'We shall get
sit when we deserve it.

Both parties forget that it is not in the nature
of Governments to concede more than is absolutely
necessary to be conceded in the interest of their own
safety. In fact, Governments give the appearance
of concession to what bas really been won by the
people. Judged in this light, the political leaders of

_ India are fighting over crumbs. To us,sitting at a

distance, they seem to be devoid of vision and lacking
in firmness of principle. They are afraid of ghosts
and what frightens them is not the strength of the
Government but their own weakness. They have
no faith in themselves. »owme of them have’ been
armqghair politicians, writing mostly for profit and
gain, occasionally giving a tiny fraction of theiz

' income in subscriptions; or practising law and

making millions out of the wretched pittances
which the vast Lutk of their countrymen make, to
rewove their hunger. They bave always felt for
the masses and have expressed their feelings in
touching, sincere language, but they have done
prectous little to share what they possess or have
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- possessed with the masses. Betwee’n them and the
‘masses there is a gulf which they have never tried
o bridge. They live in palaces while the masses
" have not even huis to live in. - Most of them are
4 Sirs or Ral Bahadurs, or Khan Bahadurs, They
. are proud of thess titles, Their champions in the
~ Press always give a string of  Sirs” in support of
_ their politicul views, Too much authority, blind’
_ suthority, mere authority, whether that of ihe
“Prince or the priest, of the Raja or the Nabob,
of ihe oligarch or the official, of tne wealthy
aud the prosperous is the bane of Iodian life;
vet these stalwarts of reform always take shelter
bebind big names. Their chief argument is
tp be found in Who’s Who, and if the people who
Are with them are so many Sirs so wany Honor-
‘able:, 80 msany Rajas and Nabobs, their argument
15 conclusive, ' They are morially afraid of saying
_ or doing things which may offend the Government
“officiale. Tven in the selection of their officers in
the nominating of their leaders, they donot lcok to
fitness and courage, but seek out the men who are
more likely to be acceptable tp the authorities. In
their management of the iniian National Congress,
_they have never hesitated to resort to caucus me-
thods, to nnderband intrigues,* to canvassing, to
filling meetings with their adherents, and so on.

) * Asen iliusseation of thair meikods wa may refec to the
CGeongresses of 1606, 1907, 1914.

E
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They are well conversant with the so-called election
methods of the Western democracies. Yet they get
angry when the same methods are used by their
rivals. Now that the Congress has fallen into the
hands of the other party, they are calling to the
Heavens to witness the calamity. They have
wrecked the Congress, says the * Lieader.” The

Congress was * wrecked ”’ the minute the Moderates
¢ (]

left it. ‘T'he Delni Session has only registered a
“ fait accompli, ”” Their opponents they run down
as “ youngsters,” ** demagogues,” “inexperienced,”
“ rash,” * firebrands,”’ and so on. The people they
call * mobocracy.” Anything disagreeabie to them
is immoral. Anything distasteful to them is crass
stupidity. All the epithets which their erstwhile

.enemies and their present admirers in the Anglo-

Indian press once used againss them they are ew-
ploying against such of their counirymen as do not
follow their lead and will not recognize their
awthority. In a minority, they desire to rule the
majority, even more autocratically thantney did
when they had a majority.

The Moderate pavers are making great fuass
over the fact of 3ome of the old and the 1nost res-
pacted leaders being on their side. Tine after time
they recall the numes of——filling columns with
stories of theic sacrifices. We have nothing but
respect for these gentlemen, and admiration for
their services. Nor do we deny that whatever tney
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- say should be heard with respect‘and attention.
. They are among the makers and moulders of
" Modern India and the country owes them gratitude.
But if, after giving them a full and respectiul bear-
ing the country thinks differently, itis fully entitled
fo disregard their advice and go its own way.

A leader is one whose leadership satisfies and
is effective, one who is always ahead of those whom?®
he seeks to lead, who is fearless and courageous and,
above all! whose disinterestedness is above suspicion.
He rewains a leader so long as he maintains
these qualities.  *“ Once a leader is mot always
a leader. Leadership in & progressive commu-
nity change with the times and circumstances.”
1t doas not depend on age or learning; - * mnor
on titles and diplomas, Sometimes it is the
duty of a leader to restrain, to check, and
to warn, bui the task becomes impossible if he
allows his own thought to fall bebind that of his
erstwhile followers. In that case his warnings go
unheeded and his attempt to restrain assumes the
appearance of tyranny and leads to his fall. A
leader who puts his own past services and sacrifices
in the forefront of his arguwents for a particular
course of action puts himself in an awkward and
somewhat ridiculous posision, especially when his

* * Ro.d the hisiory of the varivus demooratio mevements in

Europs and America. BRsid tha biographiss ot Farnell and Red-
mond, Bryan snd Rocsevels, Krcporkin and MadamaBrashkovskaya,
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followers find that, comparing his present and with
ihe opinions expressed by him in the immediate
sast, he seems to have gone back on his own utter-
inces, and for reasons not convincing. Then again
v leader who begins to boast of his past services
wud sacrifices invites invidious comparison and
ydions criticism. Judyed by the standard of sacrifi-
ses, tribulation and sufferingsin the cause of the
:ountry, the Moderate leaders must appear very
poor as compared with those who are leading the
[xtremists. Is there one man in the whole
Moderate party whose sacrifices and sulferings
wunount to anything at all as compared with those
sf Bal Gangadhar Tilak, or Arabinda Ghos: ? With
ihe loss of sthe Pandit Malaviya the Moderate camp
aas lost the last man whose sacrifices could be put
to the test of critical analysis, excepting, of course,
the Servants of India. The others with their
palatial homes, with large bank accounts, ,with
bisles before and after their names, with big estates
3nd nills to make their own lives comfortible, and
the iives of their children secure aud snug can
hardly talk of sacrifices. WWhy, the very positions
they occupy to-day they owe to their patriotism.
It is ridiculous then, to claim an acceptance of their
views on these grounds.

A few vears ago the leading organs of the
Moderate Party used to say that if anything, or
any Indian, appeared to be good and acceptable
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“{o the “Pioneer,” that thing and that Indian should
. be shunned, or at least looked upon with suspicion.
They have lived, however, to ses their goodselves
admired and praised and eculogized not ouly by
- “Pioneer,” but even by the ¢ London Times,”
- the “Englishman,” and the *‘Civil and Military

" Gazette.”” We remember the days when some of

theso Moderate leaders used to praise the once
Sir George Clarke (now Lord Sydenham) to the
- gkies. One of them once wrote that when Sir
George speaks the whole country listens with
stretched ears and bent heads. (We are not
quoting the exact words.) Think of the change
tbat has come in their attitude toward the then Sir

.. George Clarke, the preseut Liord Sydenham. The

~ trath ie that all of us are liable to make misiakes.
The Moderate leaders have been guilty of blunders
in the past, their prudencs, foresight. statesmanship
and » sobriety notwithstanding. Their blunders
- have been of both kinds, of commission as well as
of owmission. They have let opportunities for
action and advance slip by for lack of courage and
want of pluck, by too much prudence and too much
expediency, by too much regard for personal safety,
-~ and personal welfare, by want of foresighs and
forethongnt, by ignorance of world conditious and
world currents. All of us are more or less affected
by self-interest. Who among us can boast of being
absolutely selfless 2 It is no calumny, therefore, to
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say that even Moderate leaders are and have been
affected by personal considerations. There are few
among men and women of all countries who are
prepared to suffer for their convictions. Most of

- us are consciously or unconsciously affected in our

opinions and judgments by personal, or fawily, or
clannish, or party interests. In India certainly the
number of such persons as are prepared to stand
by their convictions even in the face of sufferings
and death is very limited. If it were not so the
Indians would not be where they are now. If is,
in our judgment, exfremely foolish, therefore, for
any one to claim the acceptance of any views be-
cause they are held by Sir-So and So or Honorable
So and So. On the other hand. it is equally foolish
to base any argument on false analogies or to in-
dulge in catch words. Facts are facts and they
must be faced. '

We yield to none in our desire fo see’ our
country fre=, absolutely free, DBut our conception
of freedom perbaps differs from that of both the
Moderates and the Hxtiremists. The Moderates
want colonial self-coverninent by steps, and so do
the Extremists. They differ on steps. DBoth are
prepared to agree to the overwhelming preponder-

" ance of power which the holders of property, the

possessors of special privileges wounid mwainiain in
their respective schemes over those that huve no-
thing but their bodies and souls, Special repre-
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sentation is being claimed for the landlord, the
big merchant, the capitalist, the aristocrat as well
as for the Mussalman, for the Sikh, for the native
Christian, for the domiciled European. These
elaims are almost all backed up by the Moderate
leaders. There are few among them (all honour to
those who are) who can freely vote in a way that,
will displeaée the big Zemindar, the Talugdar, and
the millowner. The greatest democratic leader of
Bengal is always anxious to keep on the side of the
big property holders. e is very happy whken they
call him the Tribune of the people. His clarion
voice gives utterance to beautiful phrases and
thoughts frumed in inspiring language, but when
the time for lofty action comes he is always on the
side of property, and privilege, and power. He has
his prototypes in other provinces ulso. The trut'h is
that the Nationalist jeaders are and have been laying
too fnuch emphasis on expediency and prndence
and what they call tact. They have read Morley’s
book on compromise and they quote it in season
and out of season. Their political thought is old-
fashioned and sterile. Everything is bound to
become sterile which is hedged round by considera-
tions of excessive prudence and expediency so as 3
bury the eleent of truth aad nobility in 16 deep
down under the debris of policy. We do not favour
being rash nor do we want to be dogmatic, impru-
dent, or careless. A certain amount of prudencs and

®
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expediency and compromise are necessary in human
affairs. One cannot always act on a truth the
moment one begins to see it. But those who do
and can so act deserve all honour. Inthe long ran
it is they who win. Nothing is so inspiring, so
magnetic, so forceful in changing public opinion,
»and in transforming national character as readiness
to suffer for trutn, for principle, for right, for justice
and for the cause, The moral effect of one such life
on the development of & nation is equal to or perhaps
exceeds that of one hundred well balunced, sober,
prudent, calculating, compromising Moderates.
Moderation is good so long as it does not become
stale and sterile. Moderation in conduct is good so
long as it is sccompanied by an avowal of the truth,
But immoderate, moderation or moderation run
mad is as dangerous to national development and
national welfare as avowed overboard extremism,
We think the golden meanis reached when people
are absolutely frank and truthful in thought
and opinion, aud in the expression of thought and
opinien, but mwoedcerate in the applicition orenforce-
ment of that truth for an orderly progress of
humanity. Detestable is demagogy, for the sake of
damagogy, imprudence of speech and rashness of
deed, to court martyrdom or even applause, There
is nothing meaner far more despicable than that.
There are some people for whom applause is the
breath of life; whose privatelife is full of meanness.



'3y INDIA'S WILL TO FREEDOM

| 4Litileness, jéalouéy, greea-sel_ﬁshfxess and an c:er—
“whelminy hankering for popula.nhy,' but who't uni-i
" der forth in imitation of Moses, Christ, Buddhz;. an
Govind Singh when they are oo the plat orm:
‘India in $ransition has both kx.nds of leaders. Every
. nation has. Bven free nations like England, in;nce,
the United States and Japan have plenty o em;
‘Qur case becomes more palpabl'e and atiracts (;nors
attention because we are 8 sub]ecf. people and, :S
- such, every one has the presumptx.on to ]‘ec.tt'1w ;
_and to hold up ocur faults for pui)l}c exhibition ;:1
~order to perpetuate or prolong their power over us.
'Let us not be down-hearted. It is a necgssar;;
phase through which we are. passiog. We. ar
neither saints nor devils—only buman beings
 subject to all the laws of change and grf)wth. -
Our patriotism is sowetimes as tramgd asth !
of leaders in frec countries. Really ‘Spe‘:tk\_ng, : e;’; .
are no free peoples in the world. The gemocrac :
of the Unpited States, Great Britain and I?‘ranc'ewaex;
only democracies in name. .The. men 11: po v 1;
_ those who possess property, enjoy privileges, arth,
- tyrannical towards their own common people as they
are towards us. Only they fear the former m:u;e
'~ than they fear us.” They never “do thxngs for ; e
sake of justice and fair-play. They do things :}v -ez;
they are afraid of the consequences of x.m% &mf,
them. So long as they are safe or believe hen:
are safe, they oppress their own people and they
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owa counfrymen almost as much as they do us.
They exploit them mercilessly : they make them
draw water and hew wood for them. No one need
place much faith on their liberal or democratic
professions. There are very few who are really
liberal, who have the courage of their convictions,
who act as they feel. Morleys and Bryces only
differ in degree from Curzons and Milners. Do
not pin your faith in any of them. At heart the
Liberals and Conservatives are the same. The
Liberals bave killed Liberalism in Great Britain by
their hypocritical, time serving Imperialism and
Capitalism.

The people from whots Young India should
draw inspiration are those who live or have lived
by the sweat of their brow, who are or have been
producers, who know or have known what property
and ignorance and lack of opportunity and
subservience to others mean. TEven among tiem
there are more talkers and writers who are profes-
sionals, who have big bank accounts and who
have amassed wealth by saying good things
and playing on the imagination and fancy of

' the common people. Even they are not the

real people who should inspire us in our struggle.
Young India should stand by Keir Hardies, Lans-
burys and Smillies.
To our extremist countrymen we beg to submit
that in our judgment there is great force in the
’ 3

N
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statement that complete independence will not be to
our advantage. As for full home-rule, so long as the
masses do not show almost incontestably that they
are with us, it is not likely to be granted, not because
of the reasons that our national enemies advance,
not for lack of intelligence or character; not because
we are divided by cleavages of religion, race, langu-
age and culture; not because we have huge illiteracy;
not even because we are too poor, but for different
reasons, Wae are poor because others do not let us
use what we have. Our illiteracy is no disgrace.
Even in our illiteracy wa are more sober, more
thoughtful, more considerate than the literate
millions of America and Europe. We are not
lancking in character because we have more of self-
control, more of plain honesty, more of simplicity,
less of greed, and less of the desire to kill others
than the Europeans and Americans have. Neither
are $he cleavages of religion, race and language any
bar to Howme Rule in India, They are to be found
in other countries which are free. What we ack is
firmness to stand by our rights, vigour and deter-
mination to resist oppression, tyranny and wrong-

doing whether practised by our own countrymen or -

by foreigners ; readiness to suffer for the cause and
the country ; willingness to stand by what is right
and truthful even if we lose the whole world by
such a stand. Bau$ the chiel reason is that we have
no power to enforce our demand for Home Raule.
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The military argument, the argument of the  silver
bullets,” the argument of industrial strikes and

" Labour Unions are all lacking. So long as they are

lacking, however much we may foam and fret we
shall never get Home Rale.

‘We are neither Moderate nor Ixiremist, nor
even ‘ revolutionary’’, in the ordinary sense of the
word. In our judgment both the Moderates and
the Extremists have so far failed $o give the right
lead.

The Moderates have taught us ultra-moderate
prudence, expediency, over-cautiousness, dread of
democracy and an undue respect for authority. Yet
the Moderates produced great souls like Gokhale
and Malaviya.

Nor have the Extremists been free from the
vices of demagogy, conceit and swelling of the head.
They have produced great souls, like Arabinda and
Tilak, to speak only of the Hindus. The Mussalmans
have produced some really good men like”thé Ali
brothers, Jinnah, Hasan Imam and Rasul.

The man, however, who is after our own
heart, though +we do not always agree with aim in
politics, is Gandhi.

The Revolutionaries have shown great courage
and spirit of sacrifice but they have also taught us
lying and deception, doubledealing and duplicity,
beside assassination, robbery and dacoity. It is
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. hopeless to expect a country to be great by any of
-{hese methods.
What the country needs is a band of leaders
- pledged to absolute truthfulness, frankness, openness
and, above all, fearlessness and simplicity,. We
~ want leaders who will live like the common people
= eati’ng the food of the common people dressing as
- the’ common people, sometimes working with their
hands for their living and sharing with the common

_people their thoughts, their anxieties and their

troubles, We want leaders who will not make
~false or equivocal defence whenever the authorities
- chose to prosecute them. We want leaders who
will not be afraid to attack and criticise the men of
property, power and privilege among their country-
men as fearlesslyand mercilessly as they do the
foreign exploiter, who will realize and preach that
" what they want is real democracy, genuine demo-
cracy, and not the mere substitution of the rule of
their own men of property and privilege in place
of the forsign Imperialist and Capitalists, We do not
mind if the real thing comes a litile late, What we
want is genuine gold and not counterfeit coin. We
“do not want to give our time and energy and life
for the benefit of the pative exploiter, be he prince
- or priest. We want to preach the gospel of social
_ democracy.

Now we do not want to be misunderstood,
- We know that we cannot fly the flag of Socialism.
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We do pob understand Socialism. We bave never
studied it. We do not go by dogmas and doctrines.
We kdow this much—that the present constitution
of society is wrong and unjust. It is cruel and bar-
baric—even more barbaric than it ever wasin
primitive time, before the dawn of civilization,
Civilization has brought misery and hunger, death
and disease to the masses of mankind, We do not
want to go back to the primitive age. We cannot
go back, even if we would. We want an era of equal
opportunity and equal justice to all, In our judg-
ment it is the first duty of every government to
see;— '

‘(1) Thas not a single member of the body poli-
tic suffers from lack of clean and nourishing food,
from want of sanitacy housing and decent cloth-
ing.

(2) That every child of a wmother, whether it
be of lawful or unlawful origin (cvery child is of
lawfal origin, in so far as he is the product of
natural impulses and absolutely natural forces)
shall get not only good food and good clothing, but
ample opportunities for education aund develop-
ment on its own lines.

(8) That every adult must contribute to the
sum total of & nation’s living. That every adult
must engage himself or herself, in some productive
or creative work, whether physical or intellectual.

14) That every member of society gets suffi-
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cient leigure to devote himself to the cultivation of
the finer side of himself.
(5) That no one kills another unless in self-
defence or in defence of society.

(6) That every one has, according to the need
of himself and his family, fres access to land, air,

water and other natural and artificial products,’

necessary to make a decent living and lead a decent
life.

{7) That notone uses another against his or her
will, by force or threat.

(8) That every one has an equal political status

except when by common consent and for common
purposes he or she is invested with a higher status
for a temporary period.

“{9) That every one is entitled to select his or
ber own habit and membership in local group, inte
which he or ske likes to gain admittance, provided
he or she-does not thereby infringe on the hb erties
or rights of others.

{10) That men and women are treated alike
with rights and obligations differentiated only by
their physical constitutions.

Subject to these principles, if any member of
a rocial group makes more wealth or comes into
possession of it by the isweat of his brow he is
welcome to have it and enjoy it if thereby he

" inflicts no wrong on others, jointly or severally,
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These are our principles and we want a body
of sincere men to preach them in India.

In our judgment the era of political re-
volutions is over. It is shortsighted to try to bring
about revolutions by assassinations, murders,
terrorism or dacoity, only to find that we have
substituted one class of masters for another. What
we need is none of these methods.

We want a body of Indian politicians to
agitate and press the claim that everyt tiller of the
soil gets sufficient land or such tenure as will
enable him to earn a decent and comfortable living.
The Government has no right to tax a man whose
income is not sufficient for the elemental needs of
himself and those who are dependent on him. Nor
has the landlord any right to squeeze all he can
out of starving cultivators, regardless of the fact
that what is left is sufficient for him and his family
or not. Down with the foolish doctrine of demand
and supply. Down with competition. We insist
that the Government of India, whether manned by
the British or:by the Indian, so change the land
laws as to secure a sufficient holding to every tiller
of the soil on terms whick will enable him to live
a decent life.

The ina uguration of new industres is very
good. We want industrial development, but even
there we do not want it under conditions which

will deny the wage-earner a decent living wage,
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. We insist upon the recognition of the right of
" every human being to a decent living is made out

¢ of land or from industries. We maintain that a

body politic which does not recogunize that duby is
~a lawless body esisting on the exploitation of
human beings. All other needs of a body politic

the need of security from without and from within_

- —the need for public works, for highly paid
Government servants, - for national pleasures
—must ke subject to this elementary dusy.
We want the -Indian political leaders to take
-up that question and to hammer it It will
have its effect on all legislation. It will create a
political and economic consciousness among the
masses which will, in time, become ircsesistible,
Besides it will be an acid test of the sincerity of
those DBritishers who say that they are in India in
the interest of and for the good of the masses and
who.oppose Home Rule because they believe that
unless the masses are politically conscious of their
rights their interest can be batier looked aftadr by
the British officials than by their own educated
and propertied countrymen,

We are sorry to see well intentioned, appa-
* rently honest, intelligent countrymen wasting their
breath, time and energy on non-ess=ntial and ignor-
 ing essentials. By so doiny they distract the pub-
lic mind and prevent the focussing of public
- attention on matters which really count.
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In all humiliation and earnestness we submit
these lines for their consideration and attention,
though we can anticipate the reply —° Unpractical,
impossible, inexpedient.” To lawyers, landlords,

big capitalists, and big officials, well-paid editors,

and titled gentlemen a scheme liko that must
always appear impractical.

’  But what about the ‘ Servants of India”?
Why are they wasting away their lives to bolster
up capitalism ? Perhaps by force of habit—and for
want of anything better to do. Why are they
licking the boots of the bureaucracy, why are they
cringing before Sirs, Justices, and Rajas? Why, we
repeat and pause for a reply.

{* A reprint of the Pamphlet issued by ths India Home Rule

League, 1400, Broadway, New Yotk City :—The “ Young Indis.”
1919.)



Suggestions to Indian Leaders

As a fellow-worker in the public life of the
country for the last 85 years, I beg leave to
approach you with the following lines on the com-

mon needs of our contmon country. However we

may differ in our methods of work and immediate
policy, however we may differ in our opinion of the
Reformo Scheme, we are all agreed on fundamentals
and weall desire for our country an honourable
‘ place in the nations of the world. The world to-
_‘ day has been so closely knit together by means of
easy transportation and communication that no
nation however isolated she might have been in
thE.i past, can afford to ignore the force of public
opinion in the various civilised countries of the
vrorld.

A few years ago, the affairs of India mattered
precious little to the people of the United States.
The world was interested in our philosophy and in
our views of religion, but no one cared much about
the political and econcmic condition under which
wo lived. The chief economic interest of the manu-
facturing countries cenfred in the markets they
could find in our country for the supply on favour-
able terms and in large quantities, to thew, of our
raw materials. Even to-day that is their chief in-
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terest. But the War and the forces let loose by
the War have forced sheir attention to our political
institutions. ‘

In the United States to-day, the daily, the
weekly, and the monthly press of the country is
constantly full of references to India. Several
references have of late been made to India in the
Federal Legislature. Attached to this letter, you
will find an extract from a speech delivered by
Senator Reed in the Senate of the United States,
The opinions of Senator Reed and the misconcep-
tions underlying them are typical of a large number
of the United States publicists. They are more
the result of ignorance than of prejudice, or siy,
prejudice born of ignorance. The civilised world's
ignorance about India, her calture, her history, her:
politics and her economics is simply colossal.
People hold very peculiar views about us. Our
mysticism has sometimes amused and sometimes
repelled them; our poeiry and philosophy have at
times’ been praised. Beyond this, the affairs of
India have had little intovest for the rest of mankind,

But of late there has been a slight change.
This change bas been brought about by the War,
as also by the active efforts of those who have by
word, written and spoken, tried in their own
humble way and by their own resources, to dis-
seminate knowledge about Indian conditions. They
have had to work at great risk and under great
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ifeyqluhionary‘countrymen on one side, and of
the British Imperialists and their friends on the
-other, they have exposed themselves to dangers of

¢ swhich vou can have no conception. But they have

" “done their work. - They have done it out of a sense

. of duty to their country and because of their faith,
“" in the justice and the righteousness of their cause,
Tt may by that they have sometimes erred,
“ one. of usis liablé to. But considering everything
* they are confident that the work done by them will
" “bear good fruit in the course of time.

~ So far T have spoken of this work in a plural
v sense. Now I wish to speak for myself. Not for a
- single moment during these five years have Tlet
. myself be deluded by any hope in foreign interven-
‘tion. From the moment I landed in the United
« Btates, I made it clear to all concerned, Indians and
pon-Indians, that I had no faith in Germany’s power
-or {rienship. I said that to my countrymen in pri-
- vate conferences nnd repeated it in the press and on
the platform. Here T will cito only one 'piece of
-evidence that has been authoritatively included in
'8 volume recently issued by the Chief of the New
~York Bomb Squad, Thomas J. Tuanney who gives a
aummary of his squad’s achievments during the -
 War.  This officer conducted the preliminary in-
- vestigation in the German Hinda plot, which led
to the arrest of the Hindu leaders of the movemeant,

difficulty, - Plaééd between two fires, that of their

as every-

' SUGGESTIONS TO INDIAN LEADERS 45

& is published a letter originally Wrxt:ten
i(x)lncgggbbf ?me I;f the Hindu leaders in thegnilzl;::j
States to another leader in Germany or 5 wn -
land. Speaking of his own worl‘: in apéa =
cemarks: “HEven Lajpat Rai, who slights our w 1;
quite often admits in shree months more solid v:o_z@
dope there than any other part of the world outst
ndia in number of years.”

The words italicised are particularly sagmﬁ-r
cant, as in a slight degree they express my ;n:t-ir;t;-
‘attitude towards the work of the Indian :evo :m t
ists in America—which has been one o colx:- ug-
mixed with pity. In the pan‘nphlets and bqo ] gws-
lished by me during this period as well as ;n r%uﬁ :
paper articles, I have spoken_qmse explicit - wi
attach more importance to this rema.r.k' as it O?}Z' ;
in a confidential and secret. commun'lca‘tx?}z]x' ;w ;(;er
was not meant for publica;tx:m a;xed rtme;:h;;“é -of

iter indulged in a heart to a g
:ii:;zrvlvl;th fne of the principal leaders of'the 1;10;7;-
ment in Germany. The truth or otherwise o e
rest of the sentence is irrelevant for the purposes

of this letter.

1 do not believe and have never believc.:d ?hat
ousr alvation will come from 'outsi‘de. On prfnc;;)le,
I am opposed to relying on foreign, 'pohh(.:a. or
military help. Nor do I believe that forelgu'c‘rxtl’c‘:lsu;
of Brit;sh policy is likely to affect the decisions ©
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the British Government relating to India, to any

_considerable extent. I have no delusions on that
score. But I do believe that a favorable opinion

- towards Indian aspirations in countries other than
Great Britain is a valuable asset in our struggle for
freedom. We cannot afford to neglect world
‘opinion except at our peril.

I must confess with shame that so far we have

* not paid sufficient attention to work in this connec.
- tion even in Great Britian, Ireland and the other
parts of the British Empire.  Whatever we have done
has been done half-heartedly. We have not used the
modern methods of publicity. We have not made
enough sacrifice in time and money. So far as the
-rest of the world is concerned, we have paid no
heed to what it thinks about us and of us. We have
behaved as if it did not exist for us. This has
barwmed us considerably, The world holds us in
contempt, entertains wrong and peculiar views of
ourrhistg)ry, our lives, our institutions and our as-
pirations. We cannot blame them for this @z we
have made no attempt to educate them on right
lines, We have let judgment go against us in
default. -

We have every reason to be grateful for the
works done by Vivekanand and lately by Rabindra-
nath Tagore and also by the Theosophical Society,
in creating a certain respect for us in the learned

 circles of the world. - Be it said to the credit of the
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American Theosophists that under the influence of
Mrs. Besant they have for the last three or ?our
years been quite assiduous in voicing our aspirations

- and in educating American public opinion about

India. For this our hearty thanks are due $o them

 and chiefly to the great woman who has inspired

their activities. But, after all, this is only little,
“ery little. During the War all of us were
hm;dicapped by causes ‘and  circumstances
beyond our control. The experience of the
War has given us an insight into the
exigencies of the situation. Henceforth, we should
do more and on a better scale. In the following
paragraphs I wish to lay before you the points thad
deserve your attention. I earnestly beg of you to
give your best thought to them, and if possible to

- decide to take some concerted action relating there-

to before you return home. Perhaps some of you
may find time to visit the United States before
going back. If so I assure you that your visit will
be araply repaid by a substantial addition'to your
knowledge of world conditions. The India Home
Rule League of America extends to you all, regard-
less of party, a warm invitation. We will do our
best to make your visit pleasant and profitable.
This country is in & way the epitome of the world.
Here you can come in contact with the re-
presentatives of all countries, cultures and parties,
asod from them you can know about condi-
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ions in other countries wi
08 in other countries without going to tho
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earth hasi i
e 1as its national organisation and its inform
B . a-

.- tion bur
on bureau here, each of which agitates, educates

AJ 0 - Q» B L . -
. Oopinion In the interests of its Government, If mj ht
:nt. ighty

Goverr

, foilc:;](;ne;ﬁsand; tha::), well may their example be

: S ‘humble way b : )
agencies. Now to come to tli’e pé;)ﬁr;vate mational

1. Information Buireaus

- We must have i

gy "¢ permanent Indian i i
Thr;aausb ‘f:eleast‘m New  York, Tok;?) m:gfim;:lr?u
iyl Whoa;s fzno‘uld kfe officered and staffed :.

oty inme lived io these countries and kno“)rr

~Indian pllblicis:Z:rfudgiznihi hiad hond o an

iy g , tact and i

v burz;ngzt:nt that the i.nfor_mation giveflxli));m:s:: '
pun sndadistx&gt and reliable, free from exao .

: ‘ orkion, s
~ These information bureaus can o

. gi ix;:cllj ;5iofngation also. The diﬁei:;e ;s“:t:g:ﬁs

o bera oro;Jmerce and the publishers a.?zd1
e ant o ndiz ought to be made to take

S Pk be_xr maintenance.. If properly mana le?(;

L on b immad;: useful - in enabling “gur

oyt and T port merchants to trade direct with
Preign ¢ niries and thus save for themselves thhe

i ;
natries, Every nationality on the face of the
g a

" ¢ity bureaus in New York, C
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resent the foreign manned com-.
I am confident that if
Iy conducted, these
pay their own

profits which at p
mission agencies make.
wisely managed and economica
bureaus will, in the course of time,
WaY.

2. Publicity Bureaus.
»  Besides London, Edinburgh, Dublin, Canada,
South Africa and Australia, we should have publi-
hicago, San Francisco,
Tokio, Shanghai and Paris. These bureaus should

represent our political and economic aspirations.

They should be organised on an educational basis.
literature,

1t should be their business to supply
lecturers on Indian topics, as well as to supply themes
for cinems and the stage. Perhaps, the first and
; the second may be combined into one office, though
in wy judgment it will be prudent to keep the two
apart. The Dbusiness of the first should be to
The business of the second

supply information.
They will co-operate but

should be propaganda.
both need not be one and the same.

3. Books.
1t is absolutely necessary that more I
should write books on Indian topics for the use of
the other peoples of the world. . These books should
be published in Europe and America in different
European languages. If printed in India and meant
for foreign circulation they should be well printed

4

ndians
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and‘véht‘good paper. A(.:tivebéﬁorts should be made

to.interest the 'peoples

of the other countries in our
iterature,

“Steps should be taken to
. periodical literature on the shelyes of -the big
- libraries of the world and to
i ‘accessible o those who wan$ to
_' received of late severa requests
_and have replied to more. th
© have reécommeded the foders
- Beview, the Hindusthan Rey

India, ‘the Tribune, the Times of India, Eombuy
Chmnigle, Bengnlee, Hindu and dmrite  Bazar
_ Patrika. I wention these na
-spirit in ‘which I w

vlace onr

make thera easily
buy them. T have
for such informat.ion)
an one inquiry. T
Review, the Indian
iew, t]ze Leader, New

nies as Sypical of the
ish this work to be carried on,

4. News-dgencies.
A purely Indian news-service between India
“and the principal civilised couatries of the world is
‘an absolute necessity which requires the immediate
attention of the Indian leaders of thought und com-
" merce, ° By news-service I mean telegraphic as
well ag atherwise,

I am strongly of the opinion that the time
has come for our newspapers gsud journals to
- take concerted action to have . thei
" pondents in the different jm
~the world..
‘should deput

r OWR corres-
portant centres of
It is even more necessary that they
e special correspondents and investi.
~gators to  study the problems of other countries,
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' i i ing on India and m?.ke
parfiicumﬂy . ff::re::nebeizrfﬁénation of ‘the Indlf::;
the“. T long is the Indian public to b'ia X
s H'owof other countries’ affa.irs supp.h‘il | 15]'
e Stodrfetslcs‘? There are certain th‘mgs whic sc‘.:.)e
Arllllgh;;g:t;?ﬁe‘d. on the spot and which :anno
:eai;t by a perusal of the press of a country.

5 Exzchange professors. e
i orei
Steps should be taken to induce somexcmuie
vers i ican, to € ge
i 14 specially  Amerlcan, . :
versibies esp : ‘ I
fonc l':m’d professors witd India, au_ch %‘ ):Vi’h
tewn?s and used to do before the War wit
with Japan,
g i X othin
GermA‘ vgord to my Muslim counirymen. N f mg
i the course o

has pained me s0 mnch during t ourse of
! 1s as the ‘dense ignorance and prej fice tha

~veals as ; that

e il in the United States about Isiaw an sl

ils . : i I od
heie o ntries in the United States. }Yot a:ring

L oon ) l

aor cof :ands of China, Japan and India bu ng

- fi e years’ travels I have nev;arI c e

; “five g hav -

2o ss a single person who spose vsf;l o{. i ane
T . ities. With o Musim ,
’ ic communities. : friend,

ismmechad the misfortune of :Lthcndmhg ad o on

ot i i "The case {¢
‘urkish Empire. :
uture of the Tur : fou the

o ;s was stated by a Turk. But those Wbod‘quuis

. ‘ | naise -

Tu'{'m showed such grossignorance and u 5 {; e

oo mity and bias that it was difficult fo;j;n i

n > - . ;‘. . e S . -

iis to all that was said with equanimity. p
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~ man for the Turks handled the situation badly and
“aroused a volume of prejudice against himself. Tho
Turks have a horrible reputation and it required a
great deal of tact, judgment and skill to put the case
for the Mussalman communities in & way 5o as 0
" excite the sympathy of the audience. In the end,
st my suggestion, my companion spoke and did »
little to soften the prejudice. But, after all, his was
a solifary voice,

The Moslem leaders of India owe a duty to
their faith, totheir fellow-religionists, to themselves,
to have a few competent spokesmen in all the
important countries of the world. This is a duby
which needs their immediate attention, It is the
duty of all Indians, regardiess of creed, to vindicate
the good name of Islam and to claim the same jus-
tice and4airplay for Islamic communities as is being
demanded for the peoples of other faiths, whenever
they can do so with effect.  Bus it goes withous say-
ing that the Moslerns themselves have a responsi-
bility which brooks no delay and no shirking, If
they neglect it they will do soonly at their peril.

There are other matters on which I would like
$0 address the Indian leaders, butI am afraid this
letter bas already exceeded its intended size and
maoreover it contains all the essential points which
I would bring to your notice. Whatever our differ-
ences at home, I feel that we must sink them to do
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the work of educating world opinion ab.out-; our
country and our aspirations by concerted, ]udxcx.or\;s
and effective methods. We cannot lfat OﬂFSelvea be
represented by the militant revolutlonarxfas .oi the
one hand and by the reactionary Imperialists on-
she other. I should like you to forget the p:r.sonal‘xt_y
of the writer of this letter and to consider ms
_guggestions on their merits with due respect.

New York City, July 25, 1919.



 Message to the Punjabees

. Drar Frienps:

. How canI tell you what I feel at the present
" ‘moment about the situation in the Pupjab? My,
~heart is full though iy tongue is dumb. I wish I
had wings to fly and reach the dear land I love

'sbove ' everything else. I have tried my very

- best to be with you but I have failed. I do not wish
‘to be a wartyr but I long to be of use to you in your
“troubles.  The most that I can do 15 to advise you
in the light of the knowledge that I bave and the
- experience that I have gathered. Lissen, weigh,
~decide and determine.
My heart is bitter, my soul is sore, I aw filled
' thh anger at the doinga of the bureaucracy bat
- even.more so at the conduct and behaviour of my
. own countrymen. It is the latter whom I hold
- responsible for all the sofferings and the shaws that
. you have been afilicted with. All honour t, the
leaders who stood by you and have suffered. They

are not responsible for tho excesses of the mob. The

- responsibility of the latter’s deeds lies on the heads
~of those who have kept aloof, who always keep

- alool where there is risk to be run, who provoke

- others to do deeds of violence but thewselves keep
: behind the purdah who are patriots when the sun

3
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shines but cynics when there is an occasion to act.
1 can write pages and pages in their “honour” but
I will not do so. If there ever was a time when
there was need for restraint it is the present. I will
therefore restrain myself and come to the point

-direct.

The first thing that I ask of you is to stand by
ihe legders who have suffered for you, regardless of
caste, creed and party—Harikishan Tal, Duni
Chand, Ram Bhaj Dutt, Satya Pal, Kichlu, Amar
Nath, Mohan Lal, Mangal Sen, Lubh Singh, Sarb
Dyal, Mutiullah, Krishna and others whose names

1 do not at present know. You krow that T have

differed from them in the past, differed seriously

"ahout their policy, their work and their behaviour.

But at the present time the only thing that I wish
to remember is that they are the victims of the
reactionarv policy of the Punjab gnvernment : that
their crime is patriotism. As such they are all dear
to me and ! pay to them the homage that is dne
to suffering and bleeding patriotism. T have for-

~ gotten all their personnl weaknesses and fauits. At

the present moment the only thing that matters ig
their suffering. Henceforth I shall worship them.
I do not wish to make any invidious distinction but
there is one person among this group of whom I
must spek sémmtely —my dear friend Duni Chand.
Where‘ in the land of the five rivers is there
a person nobler, truer, parer and bolder than
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l?un‘i Chand ? Having neither wealth nor ‘exces-
give talents, nor an extended practice at his back
the man has fought single-handed for high princi-
plesf and noble practices, for the rights of the poor
against the rich, for pure democracy, against greaf

‘_m.ids..' I have had the privilege of working with
“him in the Municipal Committee, in the Indian

Association, and in the Congress and I can truth-’

- folly say that I never came across a more disinter-

ested and high-minded public man than Duni
Chand. - To his children and to his wife my heart

 goes forth in full sympathy.

Young Punjabees, I wish you to stand by
your suffering leaders, bravely, nobly and in pure
spirit. In the past we have not always done that
and hence our misfortunes and  troubles. Le;
me assure you that the source of mischief
h.es' in our own chicken heartedness, in our
timidity, in our selfishness and egotism, in our
:con‘stancy and disloyalty to our friends and
ot In canything that our leaders have -done

said. The Punjabees are generous people
te)f are brave, and noble-hearted bug somewhaf;
cking in loyalty of love and comradeship. In the
;_st we have often deserted our com;ades and
ingled our voice of denunciation, disapproval, and
sapprobation with the voices of our enemies., Our
emies are very clever, astute, cunning, diplomatic
4 powerfal. They know how to inocalate innocent
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and inexperienced minds with the poison of distrust
and suspicion; they know how to play on the in-
stincts of self-preservation, self-interest and egotism;
_ they know how to appeal to the desire of gain and
safety inberent in every human being; they know
how to divide and split. We have in the past
layed in their hands too much. Shall we not learn
from bitter experience and avoid the mistakes of
the past? We have amongst us many a person Who
speaks into your confidence, ouly to beiray you, who
beguiles you with offers of help and intercession,
who appeals to you in the name of prudence and
patriotism, ‘ake note of these persons and keep
clear of them. Then we have amongst us many a
person truly noble and patriotic, wedded to institu-
tions. Remember that institutions are only means to
‘ends. Theyare for us and not we for them. A
people morally high,alivs to a sense of responsibility,
self-sacrificing and ready to suffer for principle and
for causes can raise institutionsbut a people morally
degraded, dead to asense of honour, devoid of a
spirit of comradeship, of constancy and loyalty to
friends and co-workers, always ready to compromise

> and temporize, ready to change their principles in

every emergency cannot in thelong run save institu-
tions. Institutions cannot instil life, cannot be a
source of inspiration, unless led by men of life and
spirit. Stick to your institutions, keep them, save
them, stand by them, in every way you can, but
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f anxiety to save them at the cost - of everything
Ise. Remember we are in  a stage of transition.

Actual success. in ﬁﬂure> -whether iIn the field of

aocxal organlzatlon in that of educatinn or even in

-ﬁ;;that of politics, does not matter so much as the

- ispirit by which the nation is permeated and inspired,
** 'We were once the wealthiest peaple on earth, ‘mos
i Tearned, best educated, but the moment we became
j_;f"dlsmrxte& we lost ewrvthmd Do not then let your-
- sell be deceived by figuresand numbers. Do not
~let your morale and your spirit suffer for the sake
" of institutions and numbers and figures. Tiet your
.. spiritstand  high and undeﬁlod and uncorrupted
- though lonaely.

- Pardon me for this sermon. In my judgment
_this was aecessary. Taw told that the Punjab is
" dead a0 demoralized.  All public life has ceased to
funetion and eVervbody is afraid. Lawyers have
: ‘refuapd to defend * political offenders”” and news.
* papers have ceased publication. Friendshipy love,
. sympathy, comradés_hip and follow-feeling have all
- disappeared. Every one is for himself and the devil
. for the rest. Tcan picture the conditions, T saw

~somsething of that kind in 1907 and then in  1910.
_But this ti:ne the blow bas bean the hardest and
_- consequently the knock-out mwost complete. Our
. enemies are rejoicing and jubilant, our * friends”
+ silent, nnd cynically apportioning blame on this or

ever let yourhugher natures be drowned in the sea “

!
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that, Some find fault with Gandhi, others witn
others,

Young Punjabees, I appeal to you with all the
earnestness which I can cominand, to throw off this
demoralization, this spirit of fault-finding, this low-

‘pess of morale, this cynicism aud this worship of

self. Stand by your transportel and imprisoned
leaders, enshrine thenawes and qualities of those
tkat have died or have to die; give them all the
sympathy and help you can; honour and revere
them. Your sympathy and appreciation strengthen
bheir soul and help them in bearing their misfors
tanes bat above all be up and doing. Re-build your
public life, start your newspapers, revive your
poutical aasocmtlons and educaie and orgauize your
people. 1 do not wan:you to do that in & spirit of

- revenge or hatred. Do not let your systew be

poisoned by .hate.  Avoid and eschew all kinds of’

. violence—of inteation, specch or deed. We dare

neither fit nor ripe for w militant revolutionury

“strugglé. We want a revolusion, but nov of force

or violence.. We want a change of heart and «
transformation of brains. What we need is not

* violence but firmuess, uot vacillation bui determina-

tion, not expediency and time-serving but principies
and a resolution to stand by them, come what may.

" Do not worry about your ricn men. Lt them do
as they please. Organize the middle class, the

peasants and the workers. Do uot ialk to thewn o
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- hatred and revenge, nor of force and violence, bub
- of co-operation and consolidation, of their rights
- and their duties, of the necessity of organization
~and education, of the duty of talting a broader view
of things and developing a comprehensive out-
“look, of the necessity of sacrificing the individual
for the community and the community for the natiors
~Liet your newspapers avoid violent language, at the
“same time keeping clear of sycophancy, flattery and
‘praises of the autborities that be. We want
~golid truth, the whole truth and nothing bat the
truth, ' Let your Hindu Sabhas and Moslem
- Leagues take -care of themselves. They are
- to a great extent responsible for all your trou-
bles. Avoid all  such organizations.  Their
_basis is false, their propaganda untrue, their ex-
_ample poisonous and their company demoralizing.
 Give up all religious, credal and communal contro-
verbies, ab least for a time. Cultivate the spirit of
fellowship on national, political and economic basis.
~ Organize, educate and agitate. Form yourselves
into seli-denying groups.  Fill your minds with

~. gound knowledge and start newspapers and maga-

zines, not for profit but for education.

In my judgment Mr. Gandhi is the best leader
you have just now, lwnbibe bis spirit and follow his
fead, Suffer patienily, firmly and maniully, when
you have to suffer. Do not cry like children * shat

. *_wan did it, ke told me, he misled me, he is at fault
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"and not 1. Behave like men. Remember the
“Qikh Gurus who have left the most ennobling ex-

ample you have in your history of suffering for
principle. I am sorry I cannot help you directly,
but I will do all that I can: with tongue, pen and
money, even though I may not be with you in body.
I will beg, borrow and steal for you. I will work
for youand send you what I earn. Let it not be
said of the Punjabees of the early twentieth century
that they were so poor in spirit that one blow
crushed them completely and demoralized thewn
irretrievably,

ONE WITH YOU IN SORRUW AND GRIEF.

New York City, August 15th, 1919.



' Suffer in Pursuit of Freedom
i -ng I\TAHATMAJVI‘

; Lxrcumstmces beyond my control have pre-
‘-vented my taking part in the great movement shat
you are leading for the uplift of our common
- Motherland.” T am, however, desirous of conveying
‘to you my hearty admiration for your nble stand,

; »and my unqualified apprecxatxon of your highsouled -

. patriotisto.

During my absence from India, I have learnt
and unlearnt a great deal. This is no place to
make a full confession of faith, But I want to say
that, althou'rh I do not fully agree with your line
of thonght’ I am in substantial agreement with
'yoi‘xr,conc'lusioné ‘as to what we should do. Never
before have 1 been more convinced of the futility
of attempts to bring about a forcible revolution in
'~‘In6ia; Terrorism, too, in my judgment, is not
oniy futile but sinful. Secret propaganda and
o sacreb societies may have some justification in the
" Government's desire to prohibit and penalize all

kinds of open work, but in the long run this ends
e ‘m the demoralization of those who take part in
them. I believe that' no nation deserves or will
’ﬁih’,ireedom which is not prepared to suffer for it.

-

former.
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‘When I say that, I wean the suffering in pursuit
of freedom, and not for lack of it.

In India we
have plenty of the latter and not sufficient of the
We have so far done precious little to
deserve freedom and we have done still less to
educate our people as to what counstitutes rea] free-

" dom. The sacrifices and sufferings we have so far

undergone in our fight for freedom are too trivial

40 be crowned with success.

T am therefore in full sympathy with the
general spirit of your propaganda I way be unuble

- to sign the full pledge of a Satyagrahi, but if and

when I return to India I shall signthe “pure

Swadeshi Vow."

You will be pleased to learn that most of the

kyoung Indians in this country havea deep sgenti-

ment of reverence for you. One of thewm, at one
time a faithful follower of Hardyal, writes : —

“ What we need now are the leaders of the
type of Mahatma Gandhi. We do not want armed
resistance. We do not wani passive resistance.
What we want is something super, and that is whas
Mahatma is advocating. 1 have concluded that the
methods which Hardayal advocated are not wise
and sane for any part of the world. We want to
get a way frowm murder, assassiaation, conflagration

-and terrorism. The foundation in the past was laid

upon bloodshed, and we have had enough of it, but
now the foundation must be laid on justice and
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’ freertrloui‘fo individuals, so that the same be palpable

in the future. Hardayal has, by giving these ideas
degraded himself, and Iam afraid it may affect

some of the young men who always followed him-

Dblindly. It isour misfortune that our leaders in-
‘stead of going up, are going down. The crying
- need of Indiais leadersof the ftype of Gandhj,
staunch in their principles, which can be applied
to almost every par$ of the world.”

How I wish 1 bad been in India to share in
fail the misfortunes of my countrymen. My hearf
bleeds for them, but more for myself in having been

* deprived of the opportunity to serve and suffer.

Lietter to Mr. Gandhi, young India, dug. 13, 1919,

The Greatesi Need of the Country

The Indian publicists must recognise once for

all that the country will not make any appreciable
~ progress towards freedom if they must always coun-
fel prudence and eitting on the fence. There issome
risk in every enterprise. There are great risks in
/the enterprise of preparing a nation for the struggle
‘for freedom. While no safeguard ought to be
neglected for avoiding manifestations of lawlessness
and recourse to violencs, the movement for freedom
must be accelerated by personalrisks and individral
or group sufferings. 1am thus whole-heartedly in
favour of your policy of passiveresistance, and after
giving my most careful consideration to what your
critics have said, [ have fatled to find therein any-
thing cogent to convince me to the contrary. I.de-
‘plore the sxcesses at Amritsar, Kasur, Gujranwala
and other places but judging from a distance, T am
proud of the success youachieved in this first attemps
at passive resisiance in India. It is an achievment

» unigue in our history, nay even in the histery of the

- world. It has raised the political consciousness of
'_the country by one big ieap and also raised the
country in the estimation of the world.
Passive resistance ought to be resorted to with
great care and caution, It shouid nct be allowed to
5
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: 'j‘deScend to the lavel of the ridiculous. But when
atter wise'calculation it i is decided to have recourse

toit, everyone should be prepared for casualties.
My heart bleeds for the sufferings of my countrymen

of the Punjab and I am extremely sorry that certain

things should have happened as they did at Amritsar,

Gugmvwala and Kasur, but otherwise I am proud of

the succees of the all-India Hartal. In matters like
these snccess is not to be reckoned in rupees and

- annas or even in the actual attitude of the Govern-

ment butin the spirit which is evoked by theunder-
taking. Mahatmaji, I for one, am proud of you, and
of my country, even more than I ever was before.

The Congress has been trying to educate those
who were already educated. The Congress leaders
have looked to their rulers for the redress of their
grievances, you look to the soul force of the country.
It is the latter along with economic force, that will
wig in the end. If the salvationof the country has
io depend on our English educated countrymen then
it will never be achieved. Even the Government
will not makeany concessions unless they know that
your demands are backed by the people. The teople
must be educated politically and they cannot be
educated by the methods so far followegd by the
Congress leaders. Pordon me, Sir, (I have already
earned a name for being tactless and indiscreet)
for saying bluntly, that the old Congress leaders
have always felt sby of the masses.
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I have no faith in the sincerity of the Indo-
British  Association, nor do 1 believe in the
propaganda started by the Dr. Nair School of Non-
Brahmin politicians of the South, but are all their
statements about the educated leaders having been
rather cold towards the masses entirely devoid of

otruth? While we have felt that our own incomes,

counted in hundreds and thousands and lacs, were
small, we never felt sufficiently that the poor in India

- required at least tens, Bu$ for the efforts of a Digby

and a Naoroji the statements of the Anglo-Indiang
about the prosperity of the masses might have
remained unrefuted. How many of our leading
publicists have even tried to understand the troubles
of the masses by actual contact with them? They
have made speeches, written loads of articles full of
generalities and common platitudes, but how many
of them can honestly say that they know of the
condition of the masses by personal contzct ?. The
Servant of India, the Seva Sanitis, the Volunteers in
Bengal and in the Punjab have been doing a little,
the leaders have given a few rupces in charity, now
and then, but as to a rea! substantial eff el to under-
stand and realise their mnisery there has not been
much of that. Asto any of us serving to help them,
why that has never entered our heads. We have
been objectibg to our rulers spending so much money
on their annual trips to the hills. What have we been
doing ourselves ? The fact is that we have set up ap,



: :p{ease to call: ‘brmn work’ as agamsb manual work.
A u‘ccessfu} lawyer mukmg from  Rs. 1,000 to
;Bs 5,000 a month is entitled to spend three months
€ he hills to take rest while a- farmer or a trader or
s clerk not makmg more than ]00 or 200 or 300 or

eally the work of a lawyer of more use to the nation
han that of a farmer or a teacher ora miner? Iam

SR § have been - one of them doing mno better and no
worse.  But I am saying- this becauss in my
Vudgment the - spirit of our political movement.
;gguxres 9 complete change. The country will
never . be free, it will not deserve o be fres,

as. lonn as it does nof produce leaders, who
will Jook to the people, rather shan to the autho-
rities, for inspiration, for guidauce for light.  Let
me say in'all sincerity that the people in India as
elsewhere are much more honest, siocere and
self-sacrificing than their so- -called educated leatlers.

They -are unlettersd, unversed in- the use of diplo-
matic. hes, bub even when they lie you ean easily
find out what is'in their mind than you can in the
case of the so-called educated leaders. Who awmong
s does not lie? Some utter diplomatic lies, others
unsophlsmcated undiluted, bare lies. An ordinary -
abuuvr ismuch wore honest and trothful than
it wmong the Enghsh sﬁat._smen He

- even 500 rupees: & year must roti in the plains. Is,

ot saying this in a 'spirit of carping oriticism.

!
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“:“yobs no one, he deceives none, heimposes »n none.
 He works hard, and lives a life of truth. What is

" trae of Great Britain istrue of India.

Liet us give

;ap comouﬂaﬂlnd and fix our mind on the truth.

s s

‘Whaﬁ our masses need most are not sermons on the

subtleties of Vedanta or Vairagya, nor lectures on

" Belf-government, but right comradely association,
" brotherly sympathy,
- unfettered communication with their better educated -
" “and better situated countrymen.

“and you will sooner uplift the country, than by

and easy, unsophisticated,

Give them that

centuries of lectures and sermons and by yards of
resolutions. Having seen some of the best parts

. of the world, T have come to the conclusion that the

Indien masses are comparatively more intelligent,
more sober, more amenable toresson than any
other peoplo similarly situated. We have to make
them conscious of their great potentialities Dy

" working with them in a spirit of co-operation ‘and

not working for them in a spirit of patronage.
The greatest need of the country, as it appears
to me, is the economic nplift of the masses accom-

- panied by universal education of the right sort. 1f
" 1 had any influence over the Indian Press 1 wonld

beg of them to carry the following captions in big

" capital letters over the first page of every newspaper,

“in every issue:
The greatest need of the Country.
Mitk for babies,
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Fooa for adults,
Education for all,
The government must supply theseor let us

~ rule ourselves. The nation must be made fo realise

that no one is entitled to any milk unless the babies

first, the mothers, the sick and the invalid next have

got it ; that no one is entitled to luxuries, not even-
the officials, unless every man and woman in the
pation has been well-fed. This is just by way

- of illustration,

An organisation should be started in every dis-

- trict to make a full and economic survey of the

country as may be possible. These organisations
should prepare charts of minimumaverage standards
of food and clothing required for a wealthy and effi-
cient life with figuresand facts. We will then be in
a position to givathelie to the ott-repeated statements

of prosperity made by officiala. Why do not these -

Nop-Brahman organisations in the Deccan do this

“work ? T think it is time that our political agitators

instead of trading in phrases should uncover facts,
Please- do not wmisunderstand me. I do not
mean to say that mere figures will remove poverty.
By no means.: Figures will expose the poverty and
the misery of the country asno general phrases can.
The thing to be iinmediately done is to organise

" $he country for economic purposes starting with the
" peasants and the labourers, We must start from

the bottom. The top people will take care of
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themselves. I want more of economic action, not

necessarily at the cost of political talk, but in
addition to it and as a necessary fulcrum for it.
The nation must be fed on fruth and not on
catchphrages,

(1) No nation which has Imperiul ambition
and the power to satisfy it can be said to have any
sense of justice or can be admired as a champion of
freedow and democracy. The two things arein-
consistent. You may, if you like, admire the people
thereof for power, strength, statesmanship or
enlightened selfishness, but when you admire them
for their ‘sense of justice’ or for their * love of free-

.dom’ you say what is not true, never mind whether

youdo it consciously for the sake of expediency or
unconsciously out of habit. In my judgwent the
Indian Leader, who coustantly harp on the British
sense of justice, and of the British love of freedom
of all peoples, wislead their people and thereby cause
a great deal of harm to the cause of political pro-
gress. in their country. Instead of waking the
people realise the situation as itis, and letting them
adapt themselves to it for the purposes ol progress
on right lines they cover the situation wish 1 lot of
camonflage and thereby do positive harm to the
cause of their country. British Iinperialism is as
selfish and autocratic as any Tmperialism in the
history of the world ever was or could be. We may
appeal to the British in the name of justice, if we
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usb but'we should not. labonr under any misap-
prf‘henmon that British justice is any way better
%tban any other Imperial Justice. In the history of
the. British Empire ‘justice’ was never done to the
claims of any dependency or co[ony, except under
“extreme pressure and for selfish reasons. Tven
‘in the case of South Africa it was more enlighten-,
“ed self-interest than pure unadulterated love of
justice'that led Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman to
~grant them Dominion status.

(21 beliave that comparatively speaking there

is alaruer percentage of true and honest Interna-

“tionalists in Great Britain than in any other country
-in the world except perhaps in Russia and the
United States, These Enghsh Internationalists do
sincerely believe in justice and tiberty for all people.
But they are in a bopeless winority, and consequent-
{;ly their influence in DBritish statesmanship is

‘extromely limited.
7 (3) The only classes in Great Britain to whom
-t is any use appealing for International justicé are
-the socialists or the laborites. The liberal party
‘contains some very fine souls, but the bulk of them
‘are rank Tmperialists and their Imperialism s, in
_my judgment, more harmful to the world of depen-
Y,’“dancxes than that of Tories. The Tories have listle
_recourse to camouflagze, they are bmtaﬂy frank,
- blunt and outspoken in their aims and politics*
A water and milk kind of Liiberalism is a positive
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- danger to a nation striving for freedom. What

the latter 'needs is the truth, so that she may

know what to do. In their economic policy the

Tories are more honest than the Liberals. Both

are davoted [mperialists ; but the Tories make no

pretence of their love of democracy in the abstract.
The Liberals talk a great deal of justice and derio-

cracy and liberty, but when the time for action

comes they act even worse than the Tories.
(4) I think that the Indian leaders should

tell their people the truth and nothing but the

gruth. The law will not perhaps allow of the whole
truth being told. The people ought to know that
it is foolish for them to appeal to the liberals, that
the liberals will do nothing for them, and to take

. shelter under the hackneyed utterances of our old

leaders about the British sense of justice and the
British love for freedom, etc. is just deceiving
themselves, ’
There is little justice even in Great Dritain.
Whenever there is a clash of interests, the ruling
classes treat their poor compatriots as ruthlessly as
they do in India. In England the poor classes
have, by the power of vote and by organised action,
economic and political, succeeded in bettering their
condition. Their appeals tothe sense of justice

-.of the ruling classes are as fruitless as ours are and

will be. Whatever they have gained they have
won by the mere force of organised action. If the
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s Indlans want to get their rights they have just to
- be consclous of their rights and organise. They

oowill never get anything by appeahna to the British

~ sense of justice. They must use ail the weapons
that the governed classes in America and in Great
Britain have used and are using for achieving the

; pdx.:pcse. In these countries the bulk of the popu-
- lation is opposed to the use of violence or force,

fmt on ethical grounds so much as practical. I
13 considered useless and demoralising to threaten

S violence, or to try to use force against organised
“.government forces. 1f it is so in countries where
~everyone-is free to keep and learn. the use of fire

- armsitiseven more so in India. Ethics aside, the
- policy of nsing violence or force to oust the British
from Indiai- foolish. Indian youths desirous of serv-
ing their country and of advancing the cause of free-
dom must learn to control their temper. I think
that at times it is very difficult to do so and looks
cowardly to take things lying down but then
the ountlet should be found in other ways. . I am
not in favour of taking insults, individual or na-
~ tionul, in a spirit of meak submission, but I am
strongly convinced of the futility of force for national
purposes. I have nothingto add to what I have

- already said in my provious letter about terrorism

and secret socleties.
Lmter to Mr. Gandhi, Ymmg India, Nov. 18, 1919,

Modern and Ancient ideals

My Drar MagATMAJL:
Some days ago in response to your desire I sent

»”y,oua rather lengthy letter, in which I developed

some of my views, which had been briefly hinted at
in the first letter I had written to you. Since the
second letter was posted, I have been reflecting
whether I had not been rather unduly critical of my
educated countrymeu in general, and the old leaders,.
in particular. Considering the education they receiv-

ed and the environments in which they were
brought up could they have acted differently ? Does

not then the responsibility of their conduct lie on
the system of education in vogue in India. I have
expressed my views on education in a series of arti-
cles, some of which have been published in -the
Modern Review, and the others will be found in a
book swhich will be shortly published® in Lngland.
I do not propose to repeat what I have said in
those articles and in that book, but T am going to

* take advantage of this opportunity in giving expres-

sion to some thoughts, which have not been ade-
quately dealt with in that series.

We have so far, I am afraid, paid too much
attention to the machinery of education and only

*Since published.
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: - httle very little _o aims and- lde‘l]S or even the r)ght -
“methods. In constdermg the latter, wo may as well
- divide them ioto modern and ancient. Under the

o texfm modern we mclude the ideas that have hag
- the’ ’orld in’ their gr:p since the advent of the
In&us;

: a.tl the system of educatlon that prevailed in the
' world before that, :

' The ancients’ paid much, too .much attentxon
o ‘life after death’ to" the study of the ‘scriptures’,
o the mastery of languages an @ fo ritnals and for.
ulas.  They professed to care more for sonl than
ody, they tortured the latter and tried to live lives
hut o the wmoderns seem to be nnpatural.” In
earning . lanouarrf.s they devoted - precious years to
grammar, syntax and prosody and pronounciation,
’and what was left was mainly given to the ritnals
-and formulas. Under that gystew religion was more
or Tess 1dent1ﬁed with the latter. 1t depended more
*-on form than spirit, more on dog ma than character,
“ more on belisfz than deeds. In trying to revive the
‘ancient system we- have so- far failed to get rid of
the supemualmes Lven in reformed, religious
minuries, religion still continues to be buried in
form and formulas, dogmas and creeds, books and
shasttaa Even when our teachers and professors
= and Iecmrera expound the Upanishads they care
- more for the letter of the text than for the gpirit.

? Ewryone uses tnem for: the support of his own

rial Bevolntlon Under ancient we cons:der.
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éx;éed. What we need is not a creed but Dhbarma.
" Creed does not help us, at least not much, to
“find our souls. OQur souls we can find only by
: Iookiixg inward and adjusting our outward
‘circumstances to it. No one can lead a life of

Dharma unless his outward and inward beings are
in harwony, unless he thinks rightly, feels rightly

- and acts rightly. No education which fails to help

_us to that end is worthy of being called religious.
Réhmon does mot consist of comtemplation only,
" bat contemplation and action. Religion cannot be

“ taught. It is a thing which grows. It cannot
: grow in a soil which has not been cleared of the

falsities of tnought and life. Peopie who have to
sing soags of loyalty to order or to pass resolutions
in which they do not believe, or to admire men

whom they detest, or to conceal thoughts which
" should be expressed, wmake a caricature of religion

when they start teaching it. No one should

-attempt to teach religion unless he is prepared to

suffer for the whole truth, I believe that Dharma
murdered or mutilated or strangled becomes very
dangerous to those yprofessing to follow it

*in - & mutilated form. To attempt to divores

Dharma frowm life is & very very risky affair. Then
for Dharma to justify the existing social structure
on the basis of karma and upholding the prevailing
ideas as to property, inheritance, rvarriage, law

. and government is perpetuating the untrutk. 'The
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“modern’ system of education has a different kind
of curse on its head. It is buried in textbooks,
‘examinations and diplomas. It extols and holds
~ for admiration all the prevailing ideas of property
and marriage, government and law.

" 'We bave been educated ‘and brought up under
- :a system of life which gives property and wealsh
the position of God. We talk of an incorporeal,
immaterial, just merciful, and allwise God, but all
the time the education we receive and the impetus
wo get from our surroundings exhort us to believe
that the real God to be worshipped, to be adored
and to be sought, is gold and property. Even
‘those who talk to us of spiritual things and want
us to despise wealth show by their example thas
“they adore and worship wealth. Some of oar
noblest teachers and leaders have set an admirable

-example by deliberate vows of poverty and by

-giving up the pursuit of wealth in favour of duty
and Dharma, My respect for them is profoand and
genuine, But it pains me to see that in the practi-
-cal elucidation and application of their plans they
attach as much importance to wealth, property

aud capital as any one else does. The fact is that’

‘they cannot help it, For the successful operation
of their schemes and programmes they need money.
This they cannof get unless they go to those who
‘have it, Thess latter then have to be flattered and
‘propitiated. The moment s religious man does
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this he degrades himself. Unconsciously he gives

utterance to lies or half truths, straight or diplo-

matic, and lends the sanction of his approval to
schemes and proceedings which are anything but
honourable. He gains his immediate object, viz.,
he gets money for his school, college, orphan

~ gsylum, club, society, library or anything of that

kind, but he injects an insidious poison into tha
social body of his people. He praises and advertises
men whose method of acquiring wealth he does not
approve of, he gives them places of honour, he con-
cedes to them the right of controlling the institution
for which he gets their money and 0 on. He does

" it with the best of intentions, but what he does hag

the practical effect of enthroning ill-gotten wealth
on the highest pedestal. He may say that it is no
part of his business to trace back the sources of
money that comes to his hands for good and useful
purposes and that he need not go beyond its“im-
mediate use and that it is not his business to sit in
judgnient on those who give him wealth for admit-
tedly fine and worthy objects. In my judgment
this is pure sophistry. Our education leads us to
lcok with approval, appreciation and respect on
those who are clever though not honest and gecod
who trample upon the rights of others to amass
wealth and obtain position who use their trained
intellect to get the better of those whose intellects
are not trained, who make a perverted use of logie,



INDIA’S WILL TO FREEDOM

phxlosophy. luw and languaoe in -order to make
money. and achieve positions of command and
wefxlth “1f you will examine the textbooks taught
in otr schools, - if you - will look into the souls of
“our teachers; if you will ascend a litfle hmher and

_ peep into the minds of the officers of the Hduca-

.. tional Department, if you will lcok around you and
- examine the general atmosphere of respectability
pervading society you will find everywhere and on
all sides the supremacy of wealth, property and
sophistry.. . You go througih a court of justice and

watch the questions and cross-questions put to

witnesses and you will find that the respectability
~ of a witness is made to depsnd upon his wealth and
‘property. HKven when we know that a certain

" wealthy person has mude his pile by bribery, flat-
" tery, wisappropriation, etc,, we resp=ct him and hold

“him up for respect because of the fact of his being
wealthy, Now in this matter we are in the horns
of a dilemnin. Weare being ruled by s nasion
-whose God is wealth. In order to save ourselves
we have(l) to dam the outgoing flovd (2) to use
the same wethods of making wonsy as have made
them rich ard (3) to adopt therr philosophy of
*life; - In order to win the respect of our rulers wo
have to adopt certain brands of respectability which
- they have introduced. Some have commended
. themselves to our judgment, others we foliow
and practise just- to please them, We cannos
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help doing so. In the long run there is one idea
which haunts us day and nighs, there is only one
test of right and wrong and that is the approval of
our rulers. Even when we are not making a bid for
their approval, we are dominated by the fear of
incurring their displeasure. The springs of our
gonduct can be traced to (1) the desire of winning
the approval and the favour of the rulers, (2) the
desire of getting on well and of making money to
be rich and respectable (which are practically one
and the same thing), and (3) the desire of avoiding
their displeasure. Anything that is left of our own
pature and Dharma comes afterwards. At this
stage I wish to guard against being misunderstood.
I am no$ advocating Tyag (renunciation) or Vairag
{Asceticism). I believe in producing and using wealth
but I believe in producing for using (for individual
and national puarposes) and not for hoarding
or profiteering or exploiting or domineering
others. This is a subject into a discussion of which
I cannot enter at this place.

So farI can see clearly but no further, How
{o get rid of the existing demoralisation, build up
life snd socieby on a true basis of Dharma with
substantial justice, social, political and economic to
all, I do not yet know. Of one thing, however, I
am certain, viz,, that you cannot build up a society
like that wiih competifion as f{oundation. What
wo can do is to preach the gospel of co-operation to

6
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try to put in practice as far as possible,, to atart to
iving right ideas and organising for purposes of co-
- operation the poorer classes of our countrymen, the
. ‘peasants- and the workers. All classes of people
must fsel that salvation will coms from within
1 “with co-operation, mutual help and mutual trust and
- not from without, by endless, heartiess merciless and,
goulless competition nor by begging for favours and
- concessions. This will take us perhaps a very very
- long time to achieve anything tangibie, but nations
~ cannot:be bailt in months, The world currents are
~ directed in that way and they will help us in our
-~cause onward and forward, if we only make up our
‘mind to go ahead not blindly, passively and thought-

lessly, but intelligently, actively and thoughtfully.

The problem before us is how to start the work under

the existing political and economic organisation of

socisty. What we want to do is to start to' do work

“on these lines without in any way injuring or affect-
»t;mf’ the existing national activities,  and without
putiing curselves in conflict witn them. - =
© 1 have my own ideas on this subject which I
" will develop in another commuuication some other
‘time, S
Young India, December 17, 1919,

Towards Freedom

[Lala Lajpat Kai, who was accorded a hearty
welcome at Bombay on his return from
America in Feby. 1920, spoke as follows :—]

I cannot adequately thank you for the very
affectionate and kind reception you have accorded
me sll this day. I cannob accept it as due to any
of my merits, but as a manifestation of that great
gpirit which animates this country from one end to
the other. I accept that manifestation as a great
fingerprint from the heavens that we are destined to
become great and that this country of ours will
once more rise in the scale of Nations. As such I
give the credit not to this man or that man but to
the spirit in you my friends. Why ? India ws like
a steeping lion. Once it wakes, it wakes with a

mowmeniom ihad carries with it the force of,its

3
:
Oc

£

ancient greatness. We kave never besn in spils
muny revolutions that we have undergone, we h.\w
never bzen a selfish paople, we have never been an

oppressive peopl". We have behing vs the righte-

ousness of scoves of generations and hence thouzh
we may be fallen, thoug i wemay be down-troddon,

~ though we may be weai, though we may ha trested

with hwwmniliation, we havethe potentialities to rise
and be great once more. It is thas potentiality
that you are expressing, it is that potentizlity which
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- is finding 'its expression, in this manifestation
‘which T am seeing to-day,

This isnot the time for me nor the oceasion to
give you my opinion of the present political situa-
tion -in this country. I shall beg leave of you to
give me time before I express myself on the subject.
But there are some fundamental truths which I havs
- learnt to my pleasure in my travels abroad, which I

‘am going to place before you as my message to

“Young India.” My friends, I must tell you that
_ henceforth we should recognise it as a fundamental
doctrine that the unity of the Hindus and Makome-
dans will be a great asset to our political future. In
- this unity we shall not be guided by the temporary
‘benefit of this community or that. We shall not
adopt it as a measure of political expediency. But
we shall adopt it as a fundamental doctrine of our
faith, to stick to our death-beds until we win our
frebdom. Not till then only, but shereafter foo, we
shall live in this country as brothers - determined to
work together, determined to resist together, and
determined to win. That is one of the fundamental
doctrines which we must adopt as a first article of
our political faith.

Now to come to the sccond article. 1 must tell
you, donot place any faith upon anybody bu your-
self. You can rise only by your own efforts, Re-
member “ Nations are by themselves made.” We
shall welcome co-operation.. We shall welcome
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advice. 'We shall welcome guidance also in certaln
matters. Bui we shall resent patronage aud dicta-
fion. Weare not babies. We have behind us the
grown wisdom of six thousand years back at leass,
not to say more.

. ThenI may tell you I have travelled now practi-
cally all over the world and I bave seen three of the
great self-ruling nations of the world at least the
Japanese, the Americans and the Englishmen, And
take it from me, that except perhaps in the require-
ments of modern knowledge, we are inferior to none
on the face of the earth. I shall, if I have time,
take you department by department and show to you
that in no department of asscciated life, private life
are we inferior to any nation of the world., What
are wo inferior in? We have been inferior in the
capacity to unite, we have been inferior to a certain
extent in adaptation to the modern requirements, weo
have been inferior in learning the lesson of modern
diplomacy. Therein liesour inferiority. 1f we had
learnt the art of telling lies on a broad scale, if we
had swept away all our past and had entered into
the great arens of violence, if we had done all these
things, which abt the present mowment represent
Power in the world, we might have beea considered
bythe great nations of the world as worthy of seli-
government, But we have been lacking in these
gualities.
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you :@:o%leam. Wehave been a righteous nation in
all our history and weshall continue to be righteous
‘and to win on the basis of righteousness. I want
,you o betrue to your civilisation. .Seek truth,
speak trnuh and act truth and I promise you shall
in, Tha modern world is being managed, modern®
‘politics are bemg based upon the rights of the

and no inferior.  We don’t want for our country
%_anything‘ that ~we are not prepared to concede
> to other people of the Globe. What we want
- 18 the position of equalxty and nothing else.

i There axe some friends of ours who are often
tampte& by the term Imperialism. They want to be

‘s 'partners in  the great Imperial system. I don't
~want it. - Liadies and Gentlemen, there is no word .

coined by the genius of man, more vicious, more
- sinfol, more criminal than Imperialism. And I
- may tell you that I for one don’t want to be apart-
~.merin any Imperial system. All that I want for my

f_]»"i'countr} is a position of equality, first in the British

- ‘Commonwealth and then inthe nations of the
world. '

- 'With our connection with Great Britain, we
-+ want to co-operate with those British ssatesmen and
" politicians, thinkers and workers who want to con-
“i.yeri the British Empire “into a British Comwmon-

‘And there is ona of these qua.hnes v’hlch I want

uperior and the inferior. We recognise no superior
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wealth. AndI may tell you that the world move-
ments foreshadow coming events, and unless the
British Empire is soon converted into a British
Commonwealth it will goto dogs as other JRmpires

have gone.. The safety of the British Empire lies

in converting it into & British’ Commonwealth and
we a3 Indians, as constitutioral sworkers, as
Indians believing in the destiny of the whole world,
we are prepared to co-operate constitutionally with

“the whole of cur thinking force, with the whole of

our character at the back of it to convert that
Ewmpire into a Commonwealth of equal and free
nations, There are gome peopls who tell us that
the opinion of other people does not count for

“much. They tell us thatthe opinion of the British

people who are the present rulers of this couniry
naturally matters for our progress. I donot accept
that dictim.

The League of Nations which is at present a
humbug, has been established as a fact. It is a fact,
and we area Member of that League of Nations.
We want to be a Member of the League with a
vengeance. We want to bea living Member of the
Lieague of Nations, and not o sleeping partner.
Ladies and Gentlemen, if we become & living Mem-

~ ber of the League of Nations, we have to work up

the world opinion inour favour, and to show the
world that the calumnies that are being circulated
against us of our unfitness, of our divisions,
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of our weakness of character, and all these
things; that those calumnies are baseless and
untrue. " And how can we repudiate those calum-

- nies unless by work in foreign countries in co- .

. oparation, those joyous world-spirits which in every
country are trying toraise the world into a humani-

-ty from the hell that it is at the present moment.,

- 'We must co-operate, we must mix our voice with
them, we must put our soul-force with them side by
“- side to enable them to push the world, from the

- world of unrighteousness into the world of righteous-

ness and equality for every human being, be he of
any continent orany colour, orof any castes or of
any creed. My friends, I beg ‘of you, my young
friends, I entreat you with all the earnestness that
-I can command and with all the love that I bear
you, that this is a most critical $ime in the history
of onr nation, not only in the history of our nation,
but in the history of humanity.

This is a turningpoint—humanity is takiog a
~ furning point. Shall we or shall we no$, take’ our
legitimate part as one-fifth of the human race, as
fthe descendants of the mighty ancient Aryans, as
. the followers of Mahomedan leaders, shall we or
shall we not take our part in the making of the new
world? And if we bad fo take our part in the
making of the new world, we must make every
effort to make o united stand, to make a truthful
~ stand, to makea righteous stand, to make an

5
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unrelenting stand‘, come what may. The Western
world powers have lately in the last war shown
you an example. What for did they fight? They
said they fought for the democracy. They said
they fought for the empire of the world. They
said they fought for equal justice, Yet we know
what they fought for. And if they won with
all that they could die in millions, lose all their
property, sacrifice their children, give up their
women, why shall we not, when we stand for the
cause of righteousness and truth only? There are

“people who speak [rom the mouth true words of great

.

moment and when the occasion for action comes,
they eat them up. Even the greatest men of the
world have done that. We know what happened
at Versailles, and Paris. We know how the world
is now treated with peace of statesmanship.

My friends, donot aspire to be statesmen.
Try to be honest men, try to be good men, and iast
but not least, try to be true to yourselves and to the
country which gave you birth. We do not want
politicians. We will leave them to America. We
will leave them to England. Let them settle their
differences. We will even leave themto IFrance,
my friends, we will also leave them to Japan. We
do not want politicians. We want honest, plain-
speaking, truth-speaking men and women. 'That
isall. And if we secure that, our salvation is very
pear, The difficulty is kow to coavince you of
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_ ning. p‘lam speakmﬂ truthful men. Now, I
may tell you one thing. The world has been
ﬂﬁhtmg for ' material goods The world has been
iﬁghtmg for the control of capltal The world has
‘been . ﬁnhtmg for the control of land. The world
“has been fighting for the control of markets. The
‘world has been fighting for the control of labour.
,jCE*.pl‘hal “wealth, labour, markets, where are they
}leadmg the world to? Do you hear the cry from
?Europe‘)wthat nation is dying, that nation is
%starvmg, that nation has become bankrupt, thai
‘nation is ‘selling its women, that nation is doing
!$his;and that nation is doing that. We have been
.starving for a hupdred years, Thank God we have

‘not done any of these things. Don’t be carried

~away by false ideals.
All the capital of the world cannob save you,

very free. You fruw here think that Englarnd and
“‘America and Japan and France are the fresst coun-
“tries on the face of the globe. Well in certain
i respects, they are. DButin certain other ‘respecis,

“let me tell you, take it from me that they are’
"the most servile people on the face of the globe.

Why ? ‘Few amongst them can speak the truth.
Few amongst them have the spirit of abnegation
for higher causes. Where in the world shall
we, find

lfcahnot bring you freedom. Let.me tell you from, -
1oy experience. . We think that these countries are:

another  man ~equal in spirit, self-
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acrifice and righteousness, equal to Mahatma
Gandhi? We may or may not agres with his views.
We may or may not follow him. But I challenge
the whole world to produce sanother man like
Mabatma Gandhi. Who has produced him ? Twen-

" tieth century India. He is not alone. I can name

several other names whose eqnals you will not find
in any other land. Gentlemen, I have tried my very
‘best to take the most generous view, to take the
most liberal view of the other nation; but let e tell
you honestly, absolutely honestly, that in the power
of self-abnegation, in the power of sacrifice for
higher causes and higher end there is no other
country on the face of the globe which can besat us,
only if we direct that spirit of self-sacrifice and self-
abnegation to rightful purposes and righiful ends.
That is the only thing that is wanted. e have

“been told here that our politics are corrupt; our

politiclans - are divided; Hindus and Mabhomedans
are constantly fighting with each other; each casie
is prepared to cut tho throat of another Custe.  We
have been flouted with the picture of the depressed
classes before us.

Bui let me tell you that this is all Imperial falk.
Why? The two great Imperial assets are: first to
change the psychology of the people whom they
want to govera, and secondly, to change their own
psychology. They want it to be believed that they
are the choice of the world, and then want to
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" believe ; that you are the refuse of the world.
Therein" lies the whole Imperial psychology. You
. have unfortunately for the last 150 years been be-
lieving that you are really inferior to other people.
‘ Rise up, Young India, you are inferior to none.
{Hear, hear), In otr common men in themen who
till  our fields and produce ourfood, in those mer,
who do not get sufficient to eat twice a day, you
have @ wealth which no other country on the face
" of the globe possesses. There are souls ready to
redeem themselves and to be redeemed by those
men who are ready toredeem toem, Even though
they will die, even though they will starve they will
never dare to steal one mouthful food from the
“house of the rich. Where on earth is that character
to be found ? If this state of things wers to continue
“in any other country, I only admire the righteous

- phase of it, if in any other country the thing -

wetfe to happen, you will find all the capitalists
‘concealing themselves in the wine sellers to
probuct thomaslvas pnd their property. That is
actually bappening in Europe at present. I, there-
{ore, beg of you, young men of India, your Mother-
~ land is at the present wmoment lying prostrate,
~ prostrate because of your lack of faith in yourselves,
in your people and in your country; prostrate
because of your weakness of mind and weakness

- of character. Raise up your minds, enthuse your-

selves with the electricity of self-confidence and
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suif-reliance. And this race will rise sphinx like
spread all over the world. Remember one-fifth of
the human race possessing the intelligence of you,
possessing the arms of you, these srms—(pointing
out to his arms) not sword and pistols yon must be

. careful in your language. Now our Masters

Jell us that we are wanting in practical intellect?
That subtlity which makes two and two appear
five. Well I may tell you that is a dangerous game.
If they goad us to-day like that, who knows what
Young India may not do? but at the same time I
do not want you to make your intellects so subile

. a3 that. I want you to be honest and say two and

two make four.

) I have told you two or three fundamental
principles which I believein, The unity of Hindns

~ and Mahomedans, the belief in yourselves, faith in
yourselves, as I call self-faith and the belief that

you and you alone shall raise your country. Others
can give you crumbs. But they shall not give you
soul. *What we want is not the crumbs, but :he scul,
We want the soul of the body politic. And whas
is the soul of the body politic ? Perbaps I am tread-
ing on dangerous ground. The soul of the body
politic is the power of the purse and the power to
defend one’s own country. Iiet me tell you that
man is insane who tells you not to take advant-
age of every opportunity that is offered to you for
the service of your country in whatever direction jt
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: . ' : |
: might lie handy. But let me tell them—they may
“take itifrom mé that we shall never be contented

_unrestrained, uncontrolled vigil, con.trolled only
by self-digeipline, ‘controllad only by rsg!.nteousness
5 the price of liberty. Young men of India, are you

‘“i‘l"yo‘a mean it ? Well, you shall haveit. The moment

you;méan it, you shall get it. At present you only

" gav ‘ves’ balf-heartedly. I wish you mean it. ('Lomi

: cr‘i'esvéf ‘wedo’). When you mean it, you will ge

- I am returning to my country with full faith

in the rightecusness of my cause. it w-'ant‘ y‘on,]:g

“ countrymen, to work in the open Jvmh ansg» ﬁ
frankness discarding all secret m.eehods_ :mf .a

methods of violence. If you don’t win by soul-foree,

g if vou don’t win by the force of will'and determina- -
3 Eioau of three hundred and fifty millions of huwan

i t des 3 win it by violence. 1f
. 'peings, we dom’ deserve to W 3

H -in thei iherty
one-fifth of the bumanity rannob win their linerty

by the fores of their will, by t'he posver f)f the‘xr <Li1]
'{).\’ the power of their de't.enuma.m?u, tﬁéfy decre

tc; be swept off the face of the é:xrah; and no ;)f).w c;‘

on carth can save it Why thm.k of your power’
Think of your potentiality. Thmk‘ of the force in

© your heart, We need not tall of vxq!ence, we need

-~ not talk of force. Only cowards do that, not the
' descendants of ancient Kshatriyas and rthe descend-

“unless we get Self-Government. Constant, unending,

- prepared to.pay that price ? Do you only sayor do)

* friends, we have talked wteh, we have tall
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ants of ancient M&ghuls. One who is working in
the open need not bo afraid. I may tell you that
‘the moment I change my opinion, I will give notice
to the Government that I have done so. I will
never do a thing in the purdah. We want all
‘women to come out of the purdah and not the men
fo go into the purdah. No, Sir, that won’t do for
us.  We shall not bring a slur upon the names of
our fore-fathers. But subject to that qualification,
subject to that reservation, there is nothing on
earth, which we shall leave urndone, to win our .
rights and to gain what is ours. We don’t want
anything which belongs to anybody else. We are
prepared to give whenever anybody is in need and
wants it in a spirit of proper co-operation. Bat we
shall not give by force. We shall not give by
dictation. We will rather not work, we will die in
the fields, than let others exploit acd take
what we do not want to give, That is a lesson
which I want Young Indis to lay at beart. MMy

from ug

ied a lot,
We have talked a great deul, There are orators
m India, at almoss every corner of the ctrept

reets of
Bombay or Caloutta. There are men Who in the

flow of orutory want to beimperial partners. Thore

are men who are proud of things which ought to
put them to shame. But there is an awakening,

~ There isa dawn of & new day, the dawn of & new
spirit. The year 1919 shall be memorable in  the
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“history of .India not for the Reform Act, but
for Jallinwallah Bagh. The reforms we shall
utilise to  the fullest extent. We do not intend

 to boycott them; as I have told you, it shail be vain

_to boycott them. We shall utilise every possible
avenue, every possible opportunity left to ns. To
do otherwise would be unwise and insane. But 24
the same time the Shrine in our hearts which shall
~ live for ever in golden letters shall be Jallianwallah
Bagh and not the Reforms. That is the shrine we
- ghall ‘worship and that is the shrine we shall offer
flowers at, untii that wrong is righied and righted
in the righs.

As 1 told youin the beginning of my speech, I
~come to this country back after six years. I know
that sometimes aspersions have been cast upon my
work abrodd. Itisnot my purpose to defend myself.
I consider it to be beneath my dignity. No one
has a right to ask me to give an account of my
. actions but my countrymen, and when the demand
comes from them, I shall tell them everything. I
shall conceal nothing because I have nothing to
conceal. But in the meantime I may tell you that
not a single pie of ¢ any public fund or from any
{fund taken from any supporters, has been utilised
by me for my personal use. Ihad plenty of money
sent to me by myson and I have lived a frugal

life. I may tell you it is nosecret—that I disdained

TOWARDS FREEDOM 97

to dono work. Thave cooked my food with my
hands. I have washed my clothes with my hands.
I'have cleaned my room. I have at fimes goue with
five cents of bread for the evening meal. Not tha$
Ihad no money. There were thousands of public
funds in my bhands. Butl would not spend one
cenbof it for myself, Isay this not in vindication
of my character, bus because up to this time I have
not heard a single countryman of mine gquestioning
my character, in that direction ; and as I told you, I
owe no apelogy to anybody else. DButl just want
to give you this piece of information. In my life
from the beginning to the end, I have been entrust-
ed by you with numberless funds. I challenge my
bitterest enemies to come forward and say that any
action of mine has been affected by any considera-
tions of money or property. I don't want to
continue in this strain. It is painful and it is
humiliating, Bui when a man is traduced unfairly,
sometimes, he has to speak o word of truth in his
own defence.

‘One last piece of advice that I want to yive
yon is  this. Learn to do your work with your
hand.. Do not depend upon servants. Do mnot
depend upon property. Do not imitate other
people.  That will be extremely foolish and
suicidal,  The more you are {ree, the more
you have the capacity for suffering, the more

7
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" _you have the ability to live a simple life, the more

you will be free. Freedom comes from want of in-
~dependence. Freedom does mot come by an act
of Parliament. Remember that. If you continue to
depend upon your means of livelihood upon this
departrient. or upon that department, upon this
Honourable or that Honourable, upon this Ex-,
cellency or that Excellency, you shall always be
- slaves, But the moment you take the knrhad and
go and cut the tree, the moment you take the
“broom and go and sweep your room, without being
temwpted with offerings of money and service, you
are free, free from all bondsges with which you
have been afflicted so far. Leearn to be free.

What is progress? Progress is nothing but
" progress towards freedom. Your ancestors have
taught to you the lesson that freedom is taken away,
the*moment yon have the feeling of dependance.
Give up your dependance. Lesson your depen-
dance at any rate, if yon cannot give it up. Culti-
vate the habit of self-dependance, self-reliance, not
in a spirit of aggression or offensiveness but in a
spirit of manliness. Manliness of which we have
many examples in the History of India; and my
friends I tell you, you will never require any
speeches to emulate you. - You will never require
 any measures by any body to free you. Freedom
must come from within. Freedom must come

» fro
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m within of the Mother of India. Freedom
: ithout.* Freedom won't fall
Freedom will rise Goddess
and we shall rise and with
. s and we shall

won't come from W
from the Heavens.
like from. our Barth;
our own hands, we shs,ll offer flower
worship her. -



T Sympathy Abroad.

"V[Rrep:;;ir}g to the question of the representative of
- the “ Bombay -Chronicle,” Lal ] 73
s Ghn ala - Lajpat Rai

*I can assure you that there is a strono faslins
in the S_tates in Political as well ag Cox;merciaol
cfrcles in India’s favour.” Mz, Lajpat Rai empha-
gised this pqint» with great vigour and earneétness
The Americans, he said, all those Americans who sive
interested in world Politics, are inclined to put the
ease for Ireland, India and Egypt in the same
eategory. - '
Q.—*How do they look npon' India’s strubgle
iqr'seli-detﬂtmination asked the representative ??' '
4.—"They are very keen about oar work
They want to know more about Indis. They érz;
Rrepared to give substantial support to any respon-
sible’ body of Indians which will tell them what
that situation in India really is.  We must have g
permanent orgnnisation in America manned by
rome of our first class men—Indians having Politi-
:zid gxpezience and a deep knowledge of ourcprecent
iifficulties and our struggles. The Americahs\‘are

?
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assured of that.  Twice the question of India has-

" ¢come up very prominently before the Senate.

Senator France in particular made thai time a
very important contribution to the debate in our

" favour.”

, @—'"Which do yom think is more import-
ant work, in Bngland or in America and the
Continent ?” ‘

A.—“We must spread knowledge about
India everywhere. We must, of course, work in
England, but I am strongly of opinion that we must
supplement this work by an extensive propaganda
elsewhere, particularly in America. What they
want in America i3 & dissemination of the facts of
the case by us. You must remember that there isa
regular British propaganda in America expatiating
rpon the blessings of British rule. Persons English
and American, helped by certain class of Indians one
of their Agents, for example isa Parsee of the name
of Rustomjee,—go about telling the Americans that
agitation in India is confined to only a few intellec-
tuals, the discontented lob. These anplg:‘m;e’_gvi-

* dently supported directly or mdxtg,fti’fy’gyigmsh
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Agencies. Missionaries, returnjagiio

Ameriea, 'a.r.g«,\‘} ]
prowinent in taking up a hgstile attitude to our *;y,

-y A4 s . . y Ty %
leeplv interesied. W Political demands. They alwiys bring. forwazd-4hey ™ 3 -
ply interesied. We hove only to look at the caste system, the condition of Indian  womsn and 1 ;

recen$ ‘speeches | i
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R Ahe - Ame ican Senate to be thet usval argument about: differences between |
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. Hit_xdgs‘a‘nd Mahomedans as points against us in alf |
thoir speeches and writings.”-

Q.—*“Did you receive much help from the
Indians at present in America in your work ?”

4.—"Toavery great extent yes, but one
should not depend upon those who are mere}
students there sent out from this country. They arz ’
busy naturally with their immediate work and the
donot have time to study the facts of the casey

’ - What we want is experienced men, Indians conver-
sant with public life and movements in thig country

to go out to America and work there. The need for
such work is very serious and very urgent. America

. ig snxious to know more about India, to learn more

about our demafxds and Amoricans sympathise with
our casa, Thgt_ls why we must redouble our efforts **

2

I Shall Not Stand For Election.

T Under the above heading Lala Lajpat Rai wrote a
: t]zought-provokirig article in his Urdu paper,

“ Vande Mataram,” and the following is a
translation that appeared in Young India:—]

At the publication of the M. C Scheme of
Reforme & hope dawned in my mind. I felt the
dny was porhaps nearing for my unfortunate
country to achieve her Jong cherished freedom
without bloodshed...... 1t pains me to say that
this hope bas gradually faded away. Whatever
little there was has heen destroyed by the Hunter
Comtnittee report and the Secretary of State’s des-
patch. When the rumours were abroad as to what
the report was likely to be, T felt it was difficalt for
me to stand for election for the new councils, under
the circumstance. This feeling has been strength-
ened by the report and T have resolved after much
deliberation that T shall not stand for election......
My reasons for this decision are these :—

(1) The decision of the Government of India
and the Secretary of State on the Hunter Committee
report implies that the entire policy of Sir Michael
O'Dwyer was right, and except that a few officers
here and there exceeded the bounds of propriety

%
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individually, there was nothing wrong with it. This °

means “that the grievances ‘of the educated com-

mumty of the Punjab against Sir Michael O’Dwyer

':qu:t_e.t_)gseless and meaningless. In my opinion this

f§¢61,9191§ negatives the possibility of the pérticipatiou

“in the new scheme by the ‘educated community of

-the Pun]'a,b with any appreciable enthusiasm or

.. hope. 8ir Michae! looked upon the educated com- )

- munity of the Punjab with contempt. He cast hi

- eye of favour _only on those ‘raises’ and zamindar:

7 ’:who to‘_p'ieass him thoughs$ of the educated men of

:;i;t‘he‘Pax‘x;ab, as so m%é\&?-‘noisy frogs.” The rules

,—;framed by Fhe Punjab Reforms Commissioner under
the Agt with the sanction of the Lieut.-Governor
breathe the sawme spirit, which simply means that
t!?ough Sir Edward Maclugaa has, or  account :)f
his courteons nature , somewhat changed the out-
warfi appearance of Goverament policy, on principle -
ihe same old poiicy still continues without an

- change. i

s (2} Those officers who in the martial law re-

- glme topk & prominent part in disgracing and dis-

- honouring the educated community of the Punjab |

w are still adorning their thrones. Col. O'Brien who’
‘per?ef:rated unspeakable horrors on the pleaders of

- Gujranwals, Major Bosworth Smith who with his

: stick r?ised the veil of Indian ladics and addressed

. them in the wost contamptuous of tones, are 31:11

- Ocoupying their offices. Mr. Thompson, ‘ﬁhe Ghief
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Qecretary, isabout to come. Similarly other officers

‘who were the right hand men of Sir Michael

'Q0’Dwyer have eitheir come to occupy their old

offices or are about to do so. These officers will

be the official members of the Puajab Council. I
have no. personal enmity against them, nor have 1
suffered any personal wrong at their hands. DBut
any Indian member going into the Council will be

- in duty bound to meet these officers. He will have

%o deal with them every day and it would be im-
proper for him to keep himself studiously aloof

" from them; because the very object of going into

the council is to serve one’s country and country-
men thereby and to co-operate as ar as possible and
work harmoniously with Government officials and
to oppose them wherever necessary. But the
wounds inflicted by martial law on the Punjab are
so fresh that T am myself unfit for the task. My
hearbis utterly broken. Ido not wani to go iato
the Counecil with this wounded heart. Although
Ihave personally sustained no wrong at their
hands my self-respect does not permit me to culti-
vate friendship with thosewho harshly caned my
brethren, who contemptuously laughed at and
tainted them, and who otherwise disgraced them in
many waysa.

These new Councils can  only prove beneficial
to us when and if the Indisn and official members.
work in amity and concord and together solve
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: probledgs of state by mutual consultation. Yet in

the present circumstances of the Punjab there is no

prospect of the fruition of this hope. If the Civil

and Military. Gazette correctly represents the views

~of Punjab officials (European), then I have no

hesitation in sayingthat the time has not come
for Indians and Europeans to work together foe,
the good of the country. I heartily desire that the

- time should soon cowme, but to say that the time

bas come is to shut our eyes to facts. Until now
they are the rulers and we are the ruled. ‘The
Punjab Publicity Committes which is a confidant
of the Government also says the sawe thing. As
long as that relation continues it is very difficult

. for us to work together, They suspect us and we

suspect them. In my view therefore I cannot be
usefal to iy country from inside the Council and
it is better therefore that I should not go into it.

Y

Non-Co-Operation.
Reply to the * Tribune,” Lahore.

My present state of health forbids my entering
into a long argument with you in reply to your
criticism of my position in the matter of the
Retormed Councils, I wish you had published a
full translation of my article in which I had stated
the reasnns of my decision, as has been done by
your contemporary the .Imrita Bazuar Patrika of
Calcutta. Your informant did not quite correctly
reprasent my point of view, though I think he
was substantially correct. I am, however, going to
state’ my position in a few paragraphs.

I have always believed that there can be no
co-operation between a foreign government and the
leaders of a subject race. The co-operation of a

“conquered race’ in the work of administering a

‘conquered’ country is practically an admission of
the right of the conquerors to rule the conquered
territory. Such an admission is very damaging {o
the psychology of the conquered race. A conquered
race may not be in a position to refuse to co-operate
altogether. There are certain departments of admni-

nistration in which co-operation is unavoidable.
There are certain other departments, however, where

the iden of co-operation <hould be repugrant to the
sense of self-respect of the leaders of the subject

i



ace, Ié: 13 & duty of suchleadera to keep the flame
fhberty alive, by refusmg to co-operate with the
dministration of the conquerors in such away as to
L dentify themselves with the administration. Conse-
- quent’y I have held all ny life that the best brains
. and the best minds of the Nation should not lend

“their co-operation to the Government by accepting
: “is service; and that they should not serve on the
: legislatures of the country as long as there was a

majority of foreigners init and ag long as they had

. not.a deuermmmu voice in the lemslahon of the
: conntty

T havealw vays been of opinion that the presence '

of Indian wembers in the Legislative Councils has
done more harm to the country than good. Mr.
Gokbale - co-operated in passing the Press Act,

. Pandit Malaviya co-operated in passing the Defence -

: -of ¥ndia Act, the Nationalist members co- operated
in s&nctmnma the gift of 100 million ponnds towards
the expenses of the great War. These and

other similar measures have, in my opinion, ‘done

- greater harm to the ccuntxy than the combined
~serviees of the Indian members of the Legislative

Councils for the last 12 years. So far the Indian

members have failed to influence the legislatures

&
of tho conntry in the fund: imentms of Government .

-‘p?un‘g T‘Le finance a2d the military are the two
prots‘ of the Governmunt, yUnder both heads the

'i
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Indion members have egregiously failed %o

 snfluence Government policy. Their co-opaeration
* hasz besn more harmiful than their absence 1n the

Councils could have been. The attitude of the
Government in the matter of the Rowlatt Ack

" throws what value Government has attached to

their co-operation in spite of all what they had

“done for the Government during the War and

in spite of the pronouncement of Angust, 1917.

The fact is that there can be no co-operation be-
tween the members of a nation who has no voice in
the selection of its government, and the latter. It
is a part of statesmanship to clothe absoiutism with
the appearance of co-operation, but it is also part
of true patriotism not to be misled by these appear-
ances. In my judgment & member of a subject

race who strengthens the hands of its absolute

culers, however pure his motive, is unconsciously

‘guilty of betiaying his people. Under certain

circumstances, perbaps it iz umavoidabie, for
example whore the subject is cailed upon to make,
% choice between two evils, viz., the Government of
the ruling race in power, and the Government of
another race that threatens to supplant the former.
That is one illustration, there may be others too.
But when the leaders of a stbject race start to
co-operate voluntarily and wiliingly, in the main-
tenance of a system of Governtnent which denies
them their fundamental rights as human beings

{
H

7

f
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such leaders thereby lay themselves open to the

g chérgt;j of being untrue to the best interests of the
~ country., ‘ '

Such was my position up to the announcement

- of August, 1917. The announcement brought a
- hopelul change in this attitude. I could honestly,
- without outraging my sense of patriotism, offer
. co-operation in working out & scheme which pro-
‘mised complete freedom to my country at mo
distant date. For the first time in the history of
‘the British adwinistration the people were diven
the right of adwimstering certain departiients
of administration through popularly elected mem-
bers, and I thought here was a promise which it
was the duty of every Indian patriot to utilise in
‘the best interess of his country, I was not enthusi-
" astic ever the Reforms Act, I could notbe, I counld
not shut my eyes to the halting nature and its limi-

© tations, yet I resolved to honestly co-operate with
the Government in the successfal working oub of
the Reforms Scheme, Ican never think of « co-
operation with the object of non-co-operation. ”’ I
never intended to co-onerate with the object of de-
feating the Act. I believed that the Act gave us
an opening and we should use it frankly and whole-
heartedly. I waslally prepared for co-operation.

That was the frame of my mind until I began
- to leel that both the Government of India aad the
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. ' 3 i oing what
Secretary of State were engaged In undoing

had been done, or what had been promlse.d byf :Ee
Reform Scheme. In my judgment thei polxc}yl’ of the
Secretary of State in adding to‘ the sirengt ,10 thi
Furopean servants, in increasing enormously

expenditure on those servants, in adding to the

wilitary burdens of the co.untry, has belen&mr;?ul;g“l;:
ont dishonest. Ia his anxiety to placate tue d. {he
peans, the Secrefary of State. .ha.s decreeEum—
failure of the Scheme. The posxt_lon of the o
pean servants under the Scheme is much s_tx\jrlt?il;
much more paying, and much more effec;ytwaf ;he
it was before the Scheme. The po.hF) Owhich
Secretary of State bas created a posmlona Phich
means constant friction between honesth anIave[m-
liticians and the Ifuropean servnn.ts of the ( c; ins
ment. Whatever doubt wgsgefttl}ile x;]e}[rmrrx:mof t};e
ompletely shatiered by , oft
?Efixr)xtezoggxmnitzee, and the orders "of theh (?'OVBI'I]-
ment of India and the Secretary of State t exe;xpkzgé
1 do ot charge the Europe;m members 0 ne
Hunter Committee with &1shongsty.' In 'my‘i bg
ment that was the only view of t-he' sxt.uatxon 1. hvfmk.l
possible for them to take on the pI‘lDClpIe(;)l:J. v{w:;“
the Government of India has been run and 1s being
run now. If you once concede thz}t- Em_'oEJe.an
gupremacy is essential and mgst Deﬂtmat}n‘ mon‘;
edat any cost, and under apy cireams ach:by
are irres-istibly led to the conclusion that any thing
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rac ,Whlch leads to undermme the prestxge and au-
honty of the handful of Europeans governing this
] ountry must be an act of open rebellion. Under such
‘& conception of Government the fundamental rights
of the people aré nothing -and at best only second-
ary. The first test to be apphed in judging a sita-
ation is, does the situation lead to the lowering of

‘xnomty’) If it does, it is an act of “rebellion.”
What would - ordinarily be rioting in England
iwhere ‘the ‘people have got fundamental rights,
might be rebellion in Indisa. Now the whole of
this conception is based on the race superiority of

- * the English, upon- their right to rule this country

L aven agsinst the wishes of the people, and of their

: g‘;nght to maintain their authority in defiance of the

~wnanimously expressed wishes of the latter, - Who

- can say that when the Government of India decid-

. ed’to pass the Rowlatt Bill in defiance of the wish-

es of the people, the continuation of the agitation
‘against it on such a scale as to make it possible for

- the disorderly element of the nation to commit:
.- -rioting, was not an “ act of rebellion ’ according to

© . the conception of the Hunter Committes majority ?

"~ The minority has, on the other hand, judged the
- " gituation from the strict legal standard, and on the
* principle conceded by the Reforms Scheme. The

' acceptance of he’ Majority Report by the Govern- -

"fmsnt of Indm nud the Secretary of State is a virtual

the. “prestige and 'the ﬁuthonty of the Furopean .
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denial of the principle on which the Ref(, “a
Schemeis based. Itis practxcallya confirmation ..P

-the continuation of the old - *egzme This is specxal- -
* 1y so, when we consider what is actually happen-

ing in the Punjab. The officers who committed

- atrocities are still occupying positions of trust and

confidence in the Punjab administration. They
influence Government policy in every department

of life, They support only those of the Indians

vrho side with them whatever their character, what-
ever their ability and whatever their moral
standard. What is the result? Men who have been
openly charged with corruption and bribery, whose
conduct in the Martial Law administration has
been openly challenged by specific allegations of
their guilt, and of acts of bribery, have heen pro-
moted by the Punjab Government; complaints
against them are hushed; no effort is being done fo
bring them to justice or to show any mark of Jis-
approval of their conduct. It is true that the
Govesnment of Sir FKdward Maclagan has given
a fairly good latitude fo the educated community in
the matter of carrying on their agitation. The
Lieutenant-Governor has kept his head on his
shoulders and has not allowed himself to be domi-
nated by hysteria, nay, he has made some laudable
efforts towards conciliation. For all that, credit is
due to him, buf there is no fundamental chanze in
the policy of the Government and in the mentality
8
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ot j{é bureancracy ' Liook at any department of

ﬁoi‘c administration and you will find defiance of

P pubhc opinion written on its very portals. Even in

: - the department of commerce and industries the

admlmstratxon does not care a pin for public senti-
- paents, the comfort and convemence of Indians, and

the interests of the Indian trade. Even the rail-
ways are being run in the interests of the Euaropean

. trade. Look at the police. Never was corruption

- 80 strongly entrenched in the pelice department as

- now. I donotwant to advance a sweeping charge
against a department which is so' essential for the
safety and convenience of the people. But I say
it with all sincerity, that within the last & years,

* bribery and corruption, intimidation and extortion
‘have established themselves to a much greater ex-

‘ tent than before. I can say from personal observa-
tion that the police conduct of the political cases
before 1914 was much purer (if any such thin

could be said -of it) than it has been since th{i

- advent of Sir Michael O'Dwyer. There was 'more

~ fear of God and of Government and of public opinion

“in the mind of the subordinate police than there has
been under the regime of Sir Michael O'Dwyer, I
find that Sir Edward Maclagan has done nothing
to purge the administration and until this is done

,there is no chance of the administration being puri-
‘fied and the Reforms Scheme having the ieast ghost

ota chance of fulﬁllmn its purpose.

"NON-CO-OPERATION 115

The bureaucracy relies on honours and sup-

_ports those who, they believe, stood by thew dur-

ing the last disturbances, never mind how

corrupt and lmworal they may ba. The educated

leaders aré held in suspicion and ridicule is heaped

“on them whenever possible.

The members of the buresucracy and their
chief organ, the C. and 3.G., are not sorry even for
the Jallianwalla Bagh massacre. They justify and
defend theill-treatment of the leaders and the
bomb throwing as Gujranwala. The Chiel Secre-
tary has returned to the field of operations and Cel.
O’RBrien is still one of the pillars of the administra-
tion. How then is it possible for any honest

" Congressman to co-operate with the bureaucracy in

the work of administration ? The bureaucracy is

" detormined to defeat the Reforms and the Secre-
. tary of State has placed them in a position to do so

successfully. In my judgment it is absolute tdily
to make ourselves even partially responsivle for this
inevitable failure. The best thing is to keep away
and share no responsibility.

1 personally do not believe in entering the Lie-
gislative Council with the express object of defeating
_the Reform Scherne or of obstructing the Govern-

- ment or evon of denying my co-operation in measures

which are only incidental to the main springs of
Government policy, It is not in my nature to be
either obsiructive or obstinate, Inmy judgment, the
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Ttask‘( before the mnew Legislative Councils is
-&lmogt -impossible. there will be even greater
- temptation, in the way of members, of sellin
then?selfes and their consecience. A :s!:rong
. publ.xc opinion will be required to check if we dg
‘ not? intend that all our public men should be demo-
| _ralised, fle::der the circumstances I think I can be
more useful to my count s |
e necl: Coumﬁ]_ untry from outside than from
As for others, personally I. would like that the
| best Congressmen should abstain. But if the Special
Congress decides otherwise and my colleagues
choose to go into the Councils I will not op;ose
“them nor carry on any agitation against them. Liy-
: gl'zggeshon:as to the Defence Committee was con-
| ditional, in this sense that if the majority of the
“Congressmen fall in with my view the minority
could be coerced in that way. But if the majorit)'
dec.:lde to go for the Council I cannot possiblgr
~sgitate against them. That is, in short, my positioil
and as soon[as my health recovers, I intend to revert
to:the subject again. I have more material with
e to show off the mentality of those with whom
xgga na;;t; 1‘.expectm] to co-op‘erate in the Council
1 The position in the Punjab. stands thus
’.L'iae members of the Punjab Bureaucracy :mc':
7",;‘k£he non-official Europeans in the Punjab who
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are likely to get into the Council believe that
there was a rebellion in the Punjab last year,
that that rebellion was incited and set on foot
by the leaders of the educated community {Messrs.
Harkishen TLal, Rambhaj Dutt Chaudhry, Duni

. Chand, Doctors Kichlew and Satyapal, the lawyers

of Gujranwala among others), that these persons
were guilty of waging war against the king and
weil deserved all the humiliations and punishment
to which they were subjected, that the shooting at
Jalliznwala, the throwing of bombs at Gujranwalla,
the floggingsat Lizhore, Kasur, Amritsar and Gujran-
wala were generally inflicted rightly and were
necessary for the restoration of peace, that the
conduct of General Dyer and Col. O'Biren, Captain
Doveton, Major Bosworth Smith, Lala Siri Ram
and others was not only commendable but such as
entitles them to our gratitude, that Sir  Michael
O'Dwyer and General Dyer between themsetves
saved not only the Punjab but India.

On all these points and many others the
educated Indians and the Indian public hold
diametrically opposite views. How these people of
diametrically opposite views can co-operate to make
the mew scheme a success is & conundrum in
psychology, which T will ask you to solve for usin
continuation of the articles you have been writing

{or cur benefit. July, 1920.



' Swaraj.

The /"o,llowing,z’s_ the full textof the speecia delivered
by Lala La}pa_‘i“Raz’ in seconding the resolution
. moved by Mahatma Gandhi on the change of
. t\l{t_e; Congress creed, at the session of the Indian
- National Congress held at Na in

1920:—) opurim Deors

S M President, brother and sister delegates
ladies and gentlemen :—T have been c&nmissioneé
t0 second this proposition in English and T will
carry out that commission. T consider this rescly-
tion to be of the greatest importance no: only ai
- ’the present juncture but also for the future of my
cou.utry. The creed of the Congress has a history .
of your own which with your permission I intend
Lto réilate in a few words. Mostof you who have
»ftudxed the history of the Indian National Co:igress;
£n0w how the split at Surat $ook place in 1907.

- o Ve . s o gm - .
I took part in the proceedings of that Congress ané

;‘I W‘JS.GDG‘Of the unfortunate causes that were at
Ath?‘»ﬁ time relied upon, at least superficially, at the
boﬁsom of that split and therefore I kUOV’?‘ some-

',{,‘"fh“g’ bow that split came about. One of the

{unéamental- differences at that time between ﬁhé
two :Part}es since then called the Moderates and
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Extremists was that a few of the so-called Extre-

wists, not all of them but a few of the so-called
Extremists believed that it would only work for the
complete independence’ of India and was not for its

‘retention within the British Emvire. That was one
. of the fears that underlay the proceedings that led

to that split. After the Convention was created at

" Surat we met at Allahabad sometime early in 1908

$0 consider the draft of this creed and to pass the
copstitution. I was present at that time and I am

prepared to tell you that even at that time I wag

opposed to the creed and to the requirement of its
baing signed before any body could astend a meet-
ing of the Indiau National Congress. My reason
for thut opposition was this: Not that I helieved at
fhat time that we had either the means or the will
to work for complete independence or for taking
out India from the British Empirs, but T thought
that none of us had the right to exclnde frow the
deliberations of this Congress any body who pitched
his ideal so high as the complete independence of

his mother country {hear, hear) and T tell you that

one chief point for consideration before me was that
ro assembly in india could be cailed “national”
which precluded by virtue of this creed s man of the
purity and of the ability and of the absolute disin-
terestedness and high patriotism of the nation ss
Aurabindo Ghose (hear, hear) That wasmy reason
because I knew there were some {ric.nds at that time
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S who were not prepared to sign that creed. However,
~ . at thab time the public opinion of the country was

not in favour of going so far and therefore the
~ creed was passed and adopted. Now about 12 or 13
- years have rolled by, and since many events have
- happened which practicaily makes it compulsory,

almost obligatory, to change the ¢reed and I am
- prepared here to say that it could not be changed in
- a better way than it has been done, I say i} is only

a development of the policy which was adopted at

the last special session in passing the resolution of
- Den-co-operation.  After the passing of that resolu-
tion on non-co-operation, you could nos certainly
exclude from the deliberations of this Congress those
people who were not prepared to sign the old creed.
£ven at the present woment I am not prepared to
say that the majority of this assembly or the vast

majority of thinking people in the country are pre- -

_par€d to say that we will at once go in for complete
independence or that we are going to fight for it at
once or that we shall not remain within the British
Commonwealth, if that were possible for us
to- do. Gentlemen, I want here to take this
opportunity of pointing ocut that we shall be
lacking in frankness, we shall be lacking in
patriotism, we shall be lacking in honesty and
- truth, if we are not to announce in the clearest
possible terms the change of mentality that has
come over the Country, We are here assembled
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in this Congress not tc express our individual views

" bus, according to the old traditions of the country,

to focuss public opinion of this com}try and to
place in'the form of a resolution (hear, hear).
What does the change in the creed aim at? A

-potice to the British public 2nd the British Govern-

ment that although we do mnob ab th(.a pre.s?nt
moment aim, directly aim, to go out of this British
Empire or what we may call the Brlénh Common-
wealth but if we remain in the DBritish Common-
wealth or the British Empire we shall not remzin
at the dictation of anybody. We shall remain there
by our own free choice and free will, and that free

choice and free will we can only exercise and  ex-

press, when we are allowed to do so by the legit:-
mate and peaceful meaus. N
There arefriends here from the DBritish Isles

for whow I have got she greatest respect and I w?pt

them to couvey this message fromn this .ussemx?ly

to the British people that as a people dg{uhng with
another people we are in no way hostile to _them.
We are not actuacted by any motives of enmity or
hostility, but at the sametime we want them Eo _tef“
their Government that this country has a.bsoxute‘.j
no faith in the justice-loving instincts of Great
Britain, not only that bus I want it to be s:xiq frows
this platform that we have lost all faith'even in tbe
sanity of British statesmanship. I consider British
statesmanship, when it sent that despatch on the
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affairs of the Pnn]a‘o in which they prmsed or took
lpon ‘themselves o ‘pay.a tribute of praise to Sir
Michael O Dwyer {shame), by those sentsnces prac-
tically declared its brakruptcy. We wantit to be
-taken from this platform  that not only then but

/" even previously we had lost faith in British states-
.. manship, but that was the chief sealing poiat which
. has sealed our opinion of British stateamanshxp
. ’f;and Brmsh justice.

i The other day Iread a telegram in which it
" wa$ stated that in' the House of Lords, Lord

b Selbourne expressed his resentment at the conducs

of tho»e Indians who wera disseminating in this
country that the British pledges and British words
-wers not to be relied upon. Of courss he wanted
- the Government of India to carry on a counteracting
* propagania o meet those charges and to contradict
© those peoplu who were making those charges.” Iin
* this open Cougress, in this assembly of twenty
thousand of my countrymen, containing some of the

- ereain of this country, wanz to tell Liord Selbourne

that we have absolutely no faith in British pledges

" or British word ‘{hear, hear] [right you arve]. I

waut him to open up the pages of Indian history,

" bewill find thatthe British Rule in India isa
- coniinuous record of broken pledges and uafulfilled
prowmises {shame]. Does he want us at the present

. moment to continue to delude ourseives into the

" good faich of British pledges and British promises?

SWARAJ 123

. ;:‘We.dd'not; wan$ to go into the past history or to open
‘up the past record of British connection with India.

+ But I challenge any one that not a single

~decade - of Britsh Rule in India has gone about
~ without a breach of faith and breach of promises

and breach of pledges (hear). Pledges made most

‘solemnly in the name of His Majesty, or Her

Majesty, promises made clearly, unambiguously by
the résponsible Government of Great DBritain, have
not only remained, most of them, unfufiled bus
they have been actually broken (shame). I will not
go over past history of how Liord Dalhousie simply

3wept away those pledges and promises but the recant

history is enough to furnish me with instances of
those broken pledges. It will be fresh to the memory
of my countrymen how Liord Curzon tried to
sweep away practically the Queen’s proclamation
by saying that it was a piece of rhetoric (shame):
Liord Curzon was not an irresponsible politigian.
He was the Viceroy of India and at the present
moment Foregin Secretary of the British Empirs.
Then we come later on to His Most IExcellent, to

_His Greatest Excellency the present Prime Minister

of England, Mr. Lloyd George (shame:. If Liord
Selborne had been present here, T would have asked
bim to point out to me au single member of the
present British Cabinet whose words carry greater
weight than those of a grocer. (A voice, “a milkman™

and another voice ‘‘ not grocer but gambler”). Ar,
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. Lloyd George embodies in himself tbe chivalry,
‘the nobility and the patrictism and power of the
" British Empire and we know how he deceived the
“ Indian Musalmans and how he broke those pledges
- to'the ear, still waintaining that he bad never broken
hi'slpledges (shawe). I can understand an honest
man saying that those pledges were made under
stress of necessity and that politics knov?s no l_aw
and therefore they can be broken with impunity,
but wkat about the honesty of & man who says that
" ke has stuck to those pledges while the whole world
says that he has broken them to the ear.

Coming down from His Excellency ’fhe Prime
Minister we shall examine a little the ethical frame
of mind of His Excellency the War Ministex.'. Are
we gomg to place any faith in Mr. Wmston
Churchill who is spoken of as the fature cher:oy pf
" India (no, no) ? Are we going to place faith n rhte

words of Lord Curzon, Foreign Minister (ao, no)?
Are we going to place faith in the words of Mr
Balfour (no, no) ? May I ask somebody to point
" put to me who among the British Cabinet is entitled
to our conﬁdehce 2 (no, no) (a voice, Liord Milner).
My friend suggests here Lord - Milner (laughter).
Mr. Satyamurti suggests Mr. Montagu, (no, no
never) a voice. (O'Dwyer.) Under the circumstances
it is absolutely futile for any British stat.esman
1o expect that India can place any more faith or
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any confidence in the words and pledges of British
statesmen (hear, hesar, no, no).

Very well know, you are right in saying “no ”
but by this change of creed we want to give notice
to the British public and British Government that it
is our deliberate considered opinion (hear, hear).
We are not even now averse to remain within
British Commonwealth, if we nare allowed to
romain, on our terms by our free choice and by our
free will we will decide that question, when. the
time comes, on its merits in the light of our own
interests and not by coercion or fear. Iiadies and
gentlemen, that a kind of notice however innocent,
however harmless, which we give to the British
nation and the British Government and I teli you
we should be false to our country, we should be
absolutely failing in our duty, if at the present day
we fail to give that clear notice.

~ To the British people and British Govecn.
ment, I want to say one word about the play on
the words “ Empire or Commonwealth”, May I ask
i there is any British Commonwealth ¢ (no). (3.
Holford Knight—*not yet.” DMr. Holford Knight
8ays “ not yet,” Very well.

Then where is that British Commonwealth in
which we can remain on terms of equality (a
voice: nowhere.) As to the British Enmpire I
would rather be a slave than willingly consent tc
be a part of an empire which enslaves so many
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millions fhum:m bemgs -1 do not want to sha.re
the. ng,hts and responsxbxhtxes of such an empire.
Thero : are many friends of mine for . whom I have
‘the. nreatest mspe"t and who are very much revered
fm thxscountty for their. past’ gervices. They are

‘not in'Congress now, who are very fond of claiming -

‘to be the future partncrs of this BEmpire. If tuey
‘want’ to be partners in an empire which is based
and founded upon the blood and loss of liberty and
rights of many millions of human beings, they may
Tike it bu{s I for one would not like to be in thai.
(It is very flattering, it is’ very gmhfymn to some
peopla, it is a high honour to be citizens of such an
-empire. . First of all that empire denies to me the
rights and the privilege of c1txzenshlp But even
i1 have that citizenship I would be ashamed of
it'and never:be proud of it. Therefore, I need not
dxlace very muuh upon this point. I want to tell
}'ou that it is absolutely - necessary for us, in the
present state of sffairs in this country, fo be abso-
~lutely frank. d
Some of my friends say that is a dubious
~phrase,  swaraj.” If they mean by this that the

_phrase has two meanings within or without the -

‘British Empxte, without making it clear, I will
“say ihey are right because the word has
“Dbeen deliberately used for the purpose of enahling
‘us to remain within this Commonwealth if we

g sheoae when that,(aommonwea_lth has been esta-
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‘blished or go out of it when we like. In that sence

~ibat word may he construed to have a double

~meaning. Tt has no double meaning but it is a
- word which leaves the choice of the two conditions
to' us. That is the first part of the resolution
“ Attainment of Swaraj by the people of India.”
The other part of the Resolution deals wirh
the means. Thero are some friends here for whom
T have great respect, who think that we might have
very well omitted any mention of the means. I am
afraid I cannot agree with them. The reason is
this. T am one of those who belieye that every Na-
‘tion has, when the occasion arises, the inherent
right of armed rebellion against a repressive, an-
‘tocratic Government but I do not believe that we
‘have either the means or even the will for such an
armed  rebellion at the present time. I will not
discuss the future possibilities (hear, hear), but I
‘want that my countrymen should not have afiy
misconception or misgivings about the fact that the

leaders of the National Congress do not want them

‘o resort to violence for the attainment of any of
the objects which have been laid before them. Tt is
ahsolntely Decessary in the present state of feeling

_in the country to lay emphasis on that point because

passions have been roused, feelings have been ex-
cited and there is a very bitter resentment in the
winds of the people against the doings of the British

Government and therefore the more we emphasise
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this point the greater the need of it and the greater
* _the use of it. It cannotbe too frequently and too
éuhiciently emphasised that we entirely abbor and
dislike any kind of violence used against individuals
or used rather in a fit of passion or anger or resent-
ment. :
1 want to congratulate my countrymen in carry-
‘ing on the very onerous duty in performing a very
difficult task in connection with the recent elections
there have been so few untoward events, Events
bave happened here and there which we deplore,
which we condemn and repudiate but my wonder
is that they have been so few and not more. The
" feeling and the excitement, the anger and the pas-
sion of the country have been so much rousesd of
late that it wounld be very difficult to control it by
‘any human being, Consider that the couniry has
displayed, on the whole, (mark my words * on the
whole”) a sobriety and appreciation of the situa-
~ tion for which we may well congratulate ourselves.
I want to oxpress that at least in my province with
the exception of a few of these untoward events we
have within the lnst six months, within the last
one year, in spite of the gravest possible provocation
maintained peace which does great credit to the
Punjabis.- If ever thereiore in the future there
is any disturbance in the Punjab, there is any
" axhibition of violence, there is any recrudescence
of disorder, it will not be we who shall be res-
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N 'ﬁ’ohsible for it but the British Government. (A
.voice: European Association.) I don’t care any-

thing for the European Association. I would not
sven mention their name. But I want to tell the
Bureaucracy that if they continue in their policy of
repression—cruel, uncalled for repression—abso-

“lutely unjustified in the face of the circumstances,

they shall be responsible for the conmsequence and
not any of us (hear, hear).

You will pardon me for this brief reference to
the Punjab, particularly becaunse I find that although
tho same kind of speeches are being delivered all
over the country, the snme kind of things happen-
ing all over the country, the sawme kind of feeling
being exhibited and the same kind of language be-
ing used all over the country, well, it is the Punjab
Government that decides to introduce the Seditious
Meotings Act (shame). I beliave and I want to say
this from this platform that without making any
reflection upon the personal character of the imme-
diate ralers of the Punjab, I think thatin the whole
of British India there is no administration which
is more stupid, which is absolutely more unstates-
manlike and lacks in the quality of statesmanship
than- the administration of the Punjab (a voice ;
Delhi). Delhi is only a corollary of the Punjab.

‘We with the help of our friends, of our leaders and

countrymen from the other provinces are deter-

mined to do our level best to maintain peace in the
9
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provinces, to work on peaceful lines, to go on work-
:‘iingi‘as much as we can without giving any reason,
. any occasion for disturbance or disorders (a voice:
you will not be allowed). But if the British Bureau-
cracy goes on making blunders after blunders,
stupid and absolutely unreasonable, we do not know
‘what might happen in that province. They say
. they want repression in that province because it is
full of gun-powder. Who has made it into gun-
powder ? It is they who are responsible for it, We
. repudiate the charge unequivocally and unreserved-
ly. I won't detain you, gentlemen, any more but
-1 just want to point out to you that for those very
reasons and those very circumstancesit is absolute-
ly necessary that we shounld stick to the language
of the resolution that has been proposed before you
by Mahatmaji that is * by peaceful and legitimate
means” and having accepted that Resolution as he
told you in his concluding address, our duty does
not end there. Just I want to tell you one word,
The path may be long and tedious. The goal may
be distant though I hope it is not. The task may
be difficult. But there is nothing impossible before
a nation of three hundred and fifteen millions (hear,
hear). If we decide to do our duty, to do our duty
manfully, fearlessly, in a spirit of selfless devotion to
the interest of the country, what we are aiming at,
we shall achieve at no distant time and if any
English men or if any English Party or if any
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English public kelps us in attaining that object the
glory shall be theirs (hear). We are at perfect
liberty and from our hearts we desire to work in

‘co-operation with such people (hear, hear). ButI

may tell you that we may place every faith in the
words of an English gentleman but we can no long-
er place any faith in the words of British statesman
[loud and prolonged cheers and cries of Bande-
7nataram].



- Swaraj

" delivered by Lala Rajpat Raiin Rawalpindi af
- the public meeting held on the 13th Novr. 1996
to hear Colonel Wedgewood and published in

- the * Bande Mataram: " —)

- Ladies and Gentlemen,—My present state of
_health does not allow wme to make any lengthy
speech, but I shall say just one or two things.
The first thing is and I ask you to take note of it,
that if we get Swaraj, it will not be as a gift of
. the British Government or due to the kind offices
N vi:}f Colonel Wedgewood. I have brought Colonel

~ Wedgewood to this place only to enable him to see-

~ the great enthusiasm which the people here have
~ got for Swaraj ; so that he may tell his countrymen

: ' that, although we have been oppressed, we ate now

determined to get Swaraj. Other people can help
; :;yoﬁ, can sympathise with you; but as long as yon
- do not strive your best, you capnot get Swaraj.
- %Ve "in India should, one and all, take a vow that

" whether we have to lay down our life, whether we.

. are mutilated or hanged, whether our women and
“children ave malifreated, our desire for Swaraj will
- pever grow & little any the less. Every child of

" {Tizefollowing'is an’ English version of the speech
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_ this. fand, whatever his religion or ‘persuasion,
~should swear that, as long as there is life in his

limbs or breath in his nostrils, he would strive for

- national liberty. - Brothers, remewmber, we ourselves
- -are responsible for whatever troubles ang oppressions

we have to suffer from. General Dyer did not fire a

- single shot himself. All the shots fired were by our

own brothers. Qur state will remain asit is ag long
as wa do not decide not to be in strumental in letting

- any officer tyranniss over us, or tighten his hold on
us. Hindus and Muhamimnadans! You have not been
slaves since the crack of the doom. Thers was a time

when you were great and prosperous. Where have
fled that greatness and that prosperity ?  We our-
selves have forged the fotters that bind our hands,
we ourselves have lightened them. We alone can
break them, No outsiders will do that, They

 can sympathise with us, can encourage us; byt
“you shall have to do your work, The Colonel has

told you that as the Liabour Party is not in power
these days, it cannot secare us liberty. I have io
tell him that though we have no cause to suspzct

- Or gainsay that good intentions of Labour towards

us, we are fully convinced that whenever we get
Swaraj, it will be through our own efforts. He who
Srasts to another, not only does not get God, hut

-does not get bread even. Trust yourself, do not

depend upon the people of any other land. W
are ‘hostile to nome; we bear no hatred to-
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wards any one.. We demand our own rights, not
_the dues of others, We want only that which is
ours.’ Hindus and Mussalmans! Be united. I know
that old memories keep you from uniting. But
remember that though our religion iz somewhat
different, we live on the same earth and under the
same sky. Our race and decent is the same. For-

- get the bitter memories of old for the sake of Swa-
raj. :

The second thing that I want you to take note

~ of ig that the people who are profitting by ruling
over ug, be they Indians or Englishmen, cannot be
expected to forego their profits easily, They will
try to win you over to their side. The Indians,
who have pawned their religion, their faith, the
very honor of their children will try to make you
swerve from your high resolves. But you should
ngver think of co-operating with that Government
which permitted Dyer to shoot us and O'Dwyer to
fyrannise over us. ‘

' Do not give votes to people who want to' go to

mock councils, If you cannot do anything more-

practical at least refuse to vote for sycopbants. We
have serious complaint against those Indians who
join with others in oppressing us. You shoulg
promise that you will never honor an Indian who
is false to his country. A short while ago, a boy
showed me his hand which a cruel headmaster has
wounded. The boy’s fault was that he joined the
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procession. I shall not name the headmaster ; you
should make him feel that his action was very ob-
noxious and that he ought never to repeat it. If
any headmaster, principal or teacher cannot instruct
his puplis without vesorting to punishment, he
should choose another vocation. Beating is the
mark of the tyrant or jailor. (At shis stage were
heard cries of shame.) I want thas public opinion
should be so potent that no evil-minded or sordid
fellow should venture to go againstit, Public opi-
nion should be so strong as to make the greatest of
leaders feel that he cannot afford to flout it. If
that becomes possible, rest assured all oppression
would be swept away. We shall be able to
achieve our end, only when that becomes possibie,
We are proud of friends like Colonel Wedgewood,
and we are grateful to them. But we feel certain
that though their encouragement is a consolation
to us and their sympathy a cause of our deepest
gratitude, we and we alone must help ourselves.

a
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;?E[Tke followmg is the te:z:t ‘of Lala Lajpat ERav’s

“open letler to Sir E. Maclagan in reply to his
Cspeech:—] -
_ Your HoNOUE; —Pormit me to begin with

~_sincere: assurances of my regard and respect for

- ‘your person and character. We Punjabees expected
- such a lot from you that your policy and adminis-

" tration'has really disappointed us and we have

- reasons to feel confirmed in our belief that bowever
',ih)ghmxndea, gentle and good an individual may be,
‘the exigencies of bureaucratic rule make it

impossible. for him to rise above his surroundings
“-and do anythmg striking in the way of leaving the
;people, who are in charge of the different branches
of the administrative work to look at things from
: '1» 8 new angle. :

. The speech dehvernd by you at an xnformal
" meeting of the Punjab Legislative Council held at
‘Government House on the 13th of Novemberat 11
A.M., has completely disillusioned those of us who
" had formed some expectation of you. I have

" nbsolutely nothing to say against the tone and the

. language of your speech. It is the utterance of a
~ gentleman, one deserving the best consideration of
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-3noge who differ from him. There are statements in
.- the speech, however, which, though made in good
-~ faith and in full belief of their accuracy, are not ex-
-~ actly correct, but my disappointment is mainly due to
the fact that the speech entirely ignores the real

point at issue between the people and the Govern-

-ment,

In that part of your speech, in which you
address the Muslims and Sikhs, you have betrayed
the same weakness and the same misapprehension

h of the duties of the Government which characterises
" the talk and the tone ofan average European

Civilian in this country. Ave you, Sir, right in
assaming that what the Government has done for

“the Muslims and the Sikhs was by way of favour?

When civilians talk of the Government having
done ‘this or that to deserve the gratitude
of the people, he assumes that the Government

.- did more than its duty. The whole assumptior is

fundamentally wrong and is really the root cause
of the: misunderstanding that exists between the
Government and the people. The spokesmen of
the Government think that they are doing more
than their duty while the people think just the con-
trary. The former betray the consciousness that
the Government of the country is not representative

-of the people and is, therefore, under no obligation

to do even ssmuch as it is doing. The people have,
therefore, come to the conclusion that unless
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E they make Government truly representative, they
_-cannot possibly expect or force the Government to

- do even its duty.

- Your Honour’s remarks about the disturbance
. of 1919 Dbetray the same conscicusness and are a
complete refutation of the statement: *The idea,
- indeed that, there is at present in the Province a
buresucracy on the oneside ranged against the pub-
lic on the other isa popular delusion.” The public has

. spoken inno uncertainterms about the Government's
failure to do its duty in the matter of the Punjab dis-
turbances. The huge mass meeting that have been
held in the different parts of the Punjab have their
own tale to tell. Within the last nine months I
have been in province I have come in contact with
hundreds of thousaunds of Punjabees of all classes.

1 bave travelled from Hazro, the north-Western
boundary of ths province, to Rohtak the south-
Eastern, and also to Multan and have, in  every
place, met literally thousands of Punjabees of all

. classes and of all religions. - They have with one
" yoice declared that the Government has failed to do
its duty in the matter of the disturbances. They have
condemned as inadequate what the Government
has done.. They have called for definite action, and
they have expressed their disappointment and dis-
 satisfaction at the Government’s persistent refusal
to take such action. You admit that the action faken

has, as might be expected, failedto satisfy those who-
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fes] most strongly on either side. Who are the
people ranged on the two sides—the Indian com-
munity on the one and the Furopean community
on the other? The former consists of the whole
Indian community of the province, with such ex-
ceptions as write for the columns of the ““Civil and
Military Gazette” and have not the courage of
signing what they write. The latter is represent-
ed by the Kuropean servants of the Crown
(ordinarily called the bureaucracy) plus a very limit-
ed number of merchants and planters scattered
over the province with the exception of a few
among them who condemn the action of General
Dyer, disapprove of the acts of Major Bosworth
Smith and justify the rest. Itis thus clear that
the whole provinceis divided into two classes. The
Indian public minus * the thinking and the moder-
afe elements” known only to the Anglo-Indian
Press, aud the Bureaucracy that rules the province

- miaus a few who think but never expressly say so

thaf General Dyer outdid himself and Major Bos-
Wjoz:th Smith was “mad.” The rest of India is also
similarly divided, Indian India is unanimous in

'condemning the Government's action or inaction
aad Anglo-India India is almost unanimous in

praising General Dyer. There is no use, Sir, in
refusing to see these things and in assuming that
there exists the best of feelings between the two
communities. Do you believe, Sir, that if the people
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ad the power to change the Administration, they
ould have hesitated for one moment to send off
‘most of the Punjab Bureaucrats to their homes. If
“theu the Government has failed to dispense with
" the services of even a few of the guilty it is because
~“of the Govemmenh’s confidence in their military
}""?Surencth and of their belief in the unpot.ence of the
people ‘ -
: You have referred, Sir, to certain 'misst:ﬂ;e-
,‘frmentq and ezaggerations” in connection with the
‘cbarges - which people. have brought against
/Governmont officials, but you have made no
reference to the falsehoods, which Government
-officials and the Anglo-Indisn Press are and

o ‘have  been circulating about the Indians. The

- Indians challenge an enquiry, they make definite
statements, giving names, time and place of the
alleged - outrages, while the Angle-Indian only

~indulges in vagus slandor and appeals for letting

bygones be bygones. No one can have anything
but admiration for your real desire to stop “the
resuscitation of old animosities,” but, Sir, let me
“-respectfully point out that there is not the least
chance of end being attained by the methods your
administration is following, Am I to assume, Sir,
‘Ahat you are ignorant of the fact that some of your
- high officers are still engaged in the old game, viz.,
- \‘-hqt of creating a prejudice in the minds of the people
-agsinst their leaders creating a breach between
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hemm and playing one community against the
ithers. The fact rewmains ~that the province is.
livided into two parties. On one side are those
vho want to perpetuate - or prolong the existing
ystem of governmentand on the other, those whe
vant Swaraj at once, or at a very early date, The
irst is represented by the bureaucracy and their
iwoteges among the Indians, and the second by
reneral mass of the people.

It cannot be deniad by any honest official that
he prevailing sentiment of the official mind is to
tand by those who are supposed to have stood by
he bureaucracy in the days of the disturbances-
‘he whole policy of shirking au enquiry into
ndividual cases is based on that desire. There
re lots and lots of psople in Government service,
vho are taking advantage of that feeling and creat-
ng such a state of things in different districts as
vas never heard of before. They are unconsciously
nd unwittingly strengthening the hands of those
hat*demand immediate Swaraj, but their existence
annot be doubted. You are perhaps, aware,
iir, that there are some amongst the Pun.
abee Non.-Co-operator, who, in July last, before
Ir. Gandhi had started Non-Co-operation, were
nxious to come to an understanding with the
Yovernment as regards officers whose prosecution,
mnishment or removal was demanded by public
ypinion. Their advances were repulsed and they



»Ican well appreciate the feeling of the
aind.? It i perfectly natural and human
honld Tefuse to give away one’s friends
_porters, even if they were gmlty, but then
should be frankly confessed and an air of justice
axtxahty ghould not be put on. 1t isequally
and-human for the other side to refuse to
any. faith  in those who had not only
jliated and - outraged them, but who justify

ame if opportunity and occasion demanded
ér: the  circumstances there can be no
: st;andmg between the two, and each must
A ts OWn - course.

fxt the bureaucracy is following its course is
rom the policy of repression your Govern-
s inaugurated. The champions of Swaraj

owmg their course with eyes open and ‘with
sa@prehensxon as to the risks they are running

n f,he last paragraph of your speech in which
mmt. the things which, in your judgment,
eople, the Punjab want, you have again un-
ously betrayed the bureaucratic mind. With
oference, I beg %o submit that the things

nduct and are free to say that they would

ilo mercy from the bureaucracy aud they.
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that separate us are of far greater importance than
those that unite us. It is frue * we all want in the
prodaction of wealth, in the province, province.’
It is equally true that ‘“we all want a decrease in
the production of crime; ” as well as ** the spread
of health.” But do *‘ we all want education among
men and among women?” Ifso, why was the
Primary Education Society of Roper s0 vigorously
opposed by the District authorities of Umballa ?
You have not mentioned the things that separate
us. Let me mention a few of them. We wanta

‘free India which the bureaucracy does not. We

want & national army which the bureaucracy does
not. We want lesser salaries for the I. C. S,, the
I. M. 8. and the other Imperial Services which
these Services are opposed to. We want higher
galaries for the subordinate ranks in Governmeny
Service, which the Heads of Departments are not
prapared to concede. We wanta United India,
which few, if at all, among the Europeans would
like to see  We want fewer Europeans in the ser-
vices, which you are not prepared to grant. We
want the stoppage of Industrial monopolies which
the Government in British India and the Native
States are giving to Europeans, Wa sant to nation-
alize Education which your official Universities
prevent. We want a recognition for independent
Trade Unions which your Railway Administration
1s not prepared to give. We want the repeal of
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. the Arms Act and of t;he coercive laws which you
are keepmg on the Statuta Book.

The fact is, Sir Edward, that we aro poles
a.sunder Yet, we domot want “hatred or dis-
“union " nor violence. We are determined to pre-
vent violence, so long as our influence can prevent

~ 7 it, but we are equally 'determined to continue and

~push on our propaganda for Swaraj, be the conse-
quences what they may. If the Government is
really anxious for “good will and peace  there is
only one way and one way, to secureit. Liet us.
‘know definitely what the Government is prepared
to do:—

. (a) towerds gelting & modification of the
" Turkish Peace Treaty.

(b) to give us responsible Self-Government
at boce or within the shortest possnble time,

{¢) to put us on the road, to mg&numw na-

-~ tional defence.

(@ to heal the wounds made by the Punjab
atrocities,

4!; is only then we may falk of “good will and
peace.”

Begging to be excused for baving ventured to
encroach va your time.
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[The second of two remarkable Open Letters address-
ed by Lala Lajpat Rai to Sir Edward
Maclagan, Governor of the Punjab.}

Your HoNOUR,
There are one or two more points in your ad-
dress on which I should like to take the liberty of

" expressing my views. The first relates to the con-
stitution of the * Reformed Council.”” Your Honour

seems 0 be under the impression that the Non-Co-
operation propaganda notwithstanding, the new
Councils are likely to be representative of all the
interests. There could be no greater mistake than
this. To anyone who knows the province as your
Honour certainly does, it should be clear that there
are very few amongst the gentlemen who are stand-
ing for the Council election who represent the
views of any respectable portion of the various
communities whom they propose o represent, * If
your Honour will analyse the various nominations
made’ (af least those made by the Non-M:homedan
and the Sikh communities), you will find that the
bulk of the nominees are there only because better
and really representative men have left the field for
them. The bureaucracy and the Crvin aNp MiLTARY
GazeTTE are perhaps rightly happy over it, but the

statesmen who devised the Reforms Scheme have

no reason to be so. ‘Their object has failed. The

class whose co-operation they wanted has stood
10
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aloof and the feeling ‘of the country is with thém.
, iﬁ,nder the circumstances the reformed Council can
. only be a magnified edition of the old one.
. Asa public worker of more than 35 years’
'Standing Ican honestly say that never dida
©- movement succeed so well and with so little
pr‘opag-randa as the movement to boycott the
Cc?un.cxls. We have not yet given up all hope of
_ Wwinning  over the few good men who are still
standing for the Councils, but even if they refuse
' to- listen to us, we are hoping to carry the electorates
with us, and, in the course of time, not necessarily
before the elections, to prove by documentary
evidence that the majority is with us, The work
“will take some time, but we are in no hurry, The
B bureaucracy has the power under the law to
effectively check our work and to make it impossible
‘for us to carry on our propaganda, but that itsclf
will be our victory. The application of the Szditious
_ Meetings Act to the Districts of Lahore, Amritsar
and Shkeikbupura is conclusive proof of the fact that
public sentiment is with the Non-Co-operators and
the only way to check our propaganda is repression.
‘We will obey the law so long as there are some
districts left where we can meet and preach. We
- will take counsel whatto do when the whole
province is covered by the Seditious Meetings Act,
_’We will do nothing secret, and as already said, we
~will use all our influence to prevent viclence, We
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hope our people will be sensible enough to remain
calm and cool. Our cause is just and righteons.
We hate noone. We simply want our rights and
we are only to educate and organise our peaple
to get our rights. We know that any exhibition of
violence or temper will injure our cause and retard
its progress. Under the circumstances, I am
confident that our people will listen to our appeal
to be absolutely and unreservedly peaceful in ail

their propaganda. Butin case repression doss

bring any sort of disturbance in its train, the
responsibility for it will rest with the Government
as it did in 1919.

Your Honour may not agree with this view
and, as the head of the party which is supreme in
its strength, you can justify any view you take, but
‘the mere fact of the necessity of not only keeping
the coercive laws on the Statute Book but of using
them vigorously will inequivocally prove the failtre
of the Reforms Scheme and the failure of British
statesmanship.

So far there has been nmo breach of peace
anywhere in the Punjab;the people, thongh
excited and irritated, have behaved wonderfully
well ; they have met in their thousands and
thousands without seeking the help of one
policeman o keep order and peace. You have pro-
secuted and convicted some, yet the movement is
going on in full force and your punishments have
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7 .'mo déte/rfenﬁ» effect. It isa new phenomenon in
- judicial history of the province that persons accused

~ - of crime should refuse to defend themselves, and go
“‘to'gaol rather defiantly. Asa reader of human

- nature, your Honour cannot fail to realise what a
 great moral effect this attitude is likely to have on the
* younger generation of the Punjabees. It is most pro-
bable that the phenomenon will become pretty com-
mor before we proceed to the next step in our pro-
gramme of nen-co-operation. The experiences of the
~last Martial Law administration are still fresh in this.
_province and if these memories have not been able
~to crush the spirit out of us, even your Honour
“will - admit that you cannot conceive of more
deterrent methods of repression. Repression has
failed to repress and it is & weapon which might as

. well be ** consigned to the record room. ”’

I cannot believe that your Honour, with all
_your gentleness, has any faith  in repression, but
. some of your advisers evidently have. I hope they

- will soon find out that repression hag failed.in its
parpose and there is not much use in reviving it.
Your Honour is in a position to do lasting service

- fo the province of our birth, to India in general and
- Iast but not the least to your own beloved country,
by pointing out to the Home authorities that Indin

= can no longer be governed on the old systera and

that the Reforms Schemo is inadequate to satisfy
the natural and legitimate aspirations of the people,
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and that it is the duty of great Britain to concede

Home Rulé to India without any further delay. I
am not unaware that some of the most esteemed

" and fair-minded of Anglo-Indians'think ?hat. * Non-
" Co-operation” is a gamble for 1_tn{nedxate Home
. Rule. 1Ibeg to assure them that it is not so. It is
" & well-considered scheme, logically aund financially

us sound as any commercial transaction can be, and
I aw certain that if the country persevers in if, 1§

- will gain what it wants without a drop of bloodshed.

Any way, the only alternative is sscret revoluticnm:.y
propaganda which must eventually result in

" bloodshed. We are all agreed ,that it is neither

desirable nor expedient. I, for one, am 'not pfepared.
to recommend it even if Non-Co-operation 'fmls fora
{ime, because eventually  succeed ‘ it  must.
Experience will show us t.?:le W.ealli points of the
present programme. We will elu_mnate tl?em and
o on with the rest, adding new itews to 1, when
:ve find that the time is ripe for them and the people
are réady.



Message to Young India.

- [In preszdzng over the AU-India students Conference

held at Nagpur in Decr. 1920, Lala Lajpat
Razi said :(—]

From the very early days of my boyhood,
- X have been under the impression that no educa-
tion under the wgis of a foreign Government, would
be solely for the benefit of the country or the
governed. As a general doctrine, we know that
all governments first look to their own interests
- and they establish educational institutions in order
to strengthen themselves. That is why educa-
tional thinkers of the world have questioned the
Wlsdom of letting the State control, the education
- of the children of the community. The object of
a foreign government in starting educational insti-
‘tutions is not so much as the welfare of the country

- governed, but the welfare of their own Government-

- and the strengthening of its hold upon the country
governed. Leaving aside the ethics of the question
it is only natural tha$ an Imperial Government

“should be dominated by imperial principles. We

.- find the same principles dominating the educational

policies of the different Governments, ¢.g., the
monarchical form of Government in Japan. Even
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under national governments, governments for the

time being dominate the educational policy of the

country for strengthening their own hold upon the

people and a foreign government is bound to do it
to & greater extent and hence the duty of the people

to guard against the insidious poison.

1t was under that impression that we found 40
years agn that the education we were receiving was

" not likely to further the interests of nationalism,

but was bound to hamper it, that it was emasculat-
ing, denationalising aud creating a gulf between
the educated and the noa-educated classes which
went to the root of the welfare of the mnation
and we thoughi that it was an attempt to
uproot the foundation by which the nation has
gtood from timme imwmemorial and without which
the nation could not exist as an individual nation.
Being unable and practically being impotent poli-
tically to starl another system of our own, we
decidéd to counteract the influences of that
systemr by combining the two systems and esta-
blishing institutions which although prepared
students for the University examivation might, to
a certain extent, remove defects which we com-
plained of. It was under that impression that we
started the D. A. V. College. Later on, a3 a result
of discussion among our councillors some of the
original founders came to the conclusion that they
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_ must cut sway from University courses. I must
.. 8ay that those and similar institutions founded by
“fiother great patriots have failed in their objects ; for

fome_how,o: other, Government and theUnive;sity
: unpose.d conditions and restrictions upon them

by which the object. of the original founder was

- megatived and could not be fulfilled. )

, I hold the opinion that the educational system
~&f present followed in Government schools and
~ colleges,  aided and unaided, or controlled b
f)fﬁciul Universities, isa denationalising system 'Iy;‘.
15 meant more fo enslave us than fo free us. (Ht;ar
hear).  You cannot expect thejailor to prepare hi;
~own death warrant. We have been trying for
- the last 30 years to counteract the evil ?uﬁw
~ ences of that system and msintain the inde
‘pende‘znce‘ of those institutions and we have to :;
,‘cer‘cal_n extent succeeded in counteracting the evil
influences, though not fally. There was ba sime in
| the history of our country when under the infleence
of .education imparied in our schools, we we:e
being taught and encduraged to look down‘
: npr)f] everything that was indigenous, Everything
. Indian was held up ta ridicule and we induleed i;
- monyan fmtic in order to show that we werae just
‘ bem’g civilised. We were taught that everything
Indian was barbaric and deserved contampt For.
tunately for us we have passed through thf_;t stage.
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Here I must sound a note of warning against

- ‘going to the other extreme. We are standing
- the danger of going to the other extreme and con-

sidering everything Indian as absolutely perfect.
Discussions on the value of civilisations are being
carried on in avery narrow spirit and authorities

are quoted for propositions which on the whole do
not justify the conclusions. I wish to warn against

the danger of being carried off our feet by too much

or excessive enthusizsm for everything we may

consider national. I must warn you, and so far
as T am concerned, truth is trath, knowledge i3
knowledge and science is science. It is neither
Tastern nor Western, neither Indian nor European.
‘We have to maintain our mnational continuily.
That is absolutely necessary and we have there-
fore in all educational schemes that we evolve, to-
copy all that is Indian. We do not want to be
either European or an American nation and “we
want to remain an Indian nation but quite up-to
date sbsolutely up-to-date. (Hear, hear). We do
nok want to be a mere copy of our past bub we want
“40 build our future upon the historical structure of
the past by making it stronger. That should be
the policy underlying all schemes of education we

, may evolve. I want the younger generation 10

guard against the danger of a narrow cratuping na-
tionalism which will not unite India itsell. You
must remember that in India we have various com-
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. m‘tznities following various religions'und to a cer-

. tt?lr:l extent each has contributed its own quota of
»cwxhgation and culture to our country. In order to
. make strong the Indian nationality composed of
- these y&rious communities. and cultures we shall
- have to look at these cultures with the eyes of free-
dom, absolutely free to absorb all that is good in
e:fch culture, and contribute it to the joint Dculture
- of whole  nation. True nationalism must be
- gbove religious and sectarian influences.

We are living in a world which is throwing
away every day new idess. Nobody knows and
understands the evil influences, the slave tendencies.
a'nd the immoral nature of a great many institu-
tions of modern civilisation. I have said in my hook
that modern civilisation is dying and die it must
and it is clear that it is suffering from a disease’
from which it cannot be cured. You might dislike
: th'e moderners, abhor their social systems and in-
stitutions. You might not follow them. In fact
they should not be followed particularly in® the
sccial and economic system, but at the same time

you cannot shut your eyes to the fact that science

- and knowledge have made wonderful progress during
the East 200 years. 'We shall be cutting our nose:
Yo spite our facesif we deprive ourselves of that
stock of knowledge which the moderners hsve accu-
mulsted to the benefit of humanity at large. We
should bersuﬂiciantly strong in our moral culture,
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strong in our own indigenous culture, strong in our
pational sense, to assimilate all that and to use it for
our own system rather than shun it. We ought to
pursue science and knowledge from whatever
culture it comes and use i5 with an open mind fully
determined to assimilate it to our own system and
make the fullest use of it for the purposes of free-
ing our country, getting it free for ever and main-
tain our freedom and individuality atany cost,
The object of this organisation as I undersicod

" it, was to create as a permanent organisation of

college students those who have passed beyond the
matric standard, to look after their interests and tc
advise the general body of students in the country.
I am not one of those who believe that students,
particularly University students, ought not to meddle
in politics. I think it is a most stupid theory and an
impossible theory too. (Hear, hear). Itis the creation
not of confused brains but of dishonest brains.
(Hear, hear). You cannot prevent a man from form-
ing political opinicns on the burning questions of
the day. IfI were an administrator, I would
rather let the students express themselves and be
done with it, as sometimes we do, than create a
situation as was created in Bengal 10 years ago by
the Risley and other circulars. I do not care what
the policy of Government is on this subject. I find
that there are good many among us who believe
that students onght not to have to do anything
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’ “'wsth pohhcs 1 do not snbscnbe to that proposi-
~-tion'at all. "My conception of the need of an All-

" India Students’ organisation is that while students

'Eri-,;_k;onght to be free to study politics, have opinions on

. political questions and express them at times when-
" ever there is need through their organisation, they

-ought to steer clear of politics. (Hear, hear). Other-
wise this organisation might be turned intoa
. political organisation and the division among politi-
<" cal parties will be carried into the students camp.
* That does not bind on you the duty to keep silence.

-You may express your opinions as a body whenever
necessary on political questions. You may agree

with some political organisation and disagree with
others. Idonot want you not to do it, But at
the same time, if you really want to create and im-
_ prove an organication which should carry weight
with the whole student community of India, you
should aim at representative institutions. - If you
-arrive at decisions which require certain action and
conduct on your part you will follow that conduct
which is expected of you by the resolutions. Even

if some of you do not agree to follow, I hope that.

you would not give your decisions that mandatory
-character which will exclude others, Your con-
stitution ab the present stage should be possessed of
sufficient ‘elasticity to enable you to expand it on
pational lines, to make it really a representative
~ .pgranisation.
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I shall state my position as it has evolved.
So far I do not know how it is going to

_-evolve in future (laughter), In my conclud-

ing address at the Special Congress at Calcutta
I gaid I was opposed to thaf item in the Non-Co-

~ operation programme which relates to boys in

schools. Speaking on o later occasion, I have heen
expressing views which to some might seem in-
consistent with that position, but which I never
considered to be so (Iaughter). At Liahore I address-
ed a public meeting when I told students znd

" others that I would welcome practically the aboli-

tionof the Arts Colleges and also Luiaw Colleges
(hear hear). After that, whenever students ap-
proached me for advice, it was given under the
following heads—Law Colleges, leave it at once.
Medical, engineering, and technical schools, I said,
“do not leave.” Arts Colleges I said, * consider
the situation well and if you really feel the cafl of
duty, leave the Arts Colleges but under no delasion
that some one is going to make provision ir national
schools established by the leaders of the National
Congress.”

Differences of opinion there has been to 2
very great extent, not as to the spirit of the re-
solution, but as to working and the way in which it
ig to be carried out. We are agreed that we should
do nathing on earth or heaven which will strengthen
the hands of the bureancracy. Itis a positive sin
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to do anything to strengthen or continue this rale
under the present or in any form. We are agreed
that $he present system of education does strengthen
that object and we are also agreed that we should
do what little we can considering our present
. political responsibilities in the way of establishing
institutions which must be free from official control
both on the side of finance and eduncation. I do
not know whether we are agreed that national
achools and colleges now established will be included
_'to carry on the more importénf‘. work of political
propaganda in the country (hear, hear). We cannot
afford to do that as we are out for proclaiming
Swaraj in the shortest possible time and we cannot
give our time and energy to a solution of the problem
which requires both time and money. I have
therefore been saying to my friends that we shall
pot incur any responsibilities and we shall not
undertake any duties which will in any way
militate against the great work which we have in
hand. If we do that, we shall be frittering away
our energies in enterprises, the result of which
might not be further achieved very soon.

We cannot devise a national system of edu-
cation in this country withou$ a national Govern-
ment {(cheers) and unless we achieve a national
Government we shall not be able to solve the
problem of nationality. That does not prevent us
from making attempts at the solution of the problem
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in our. own humble way making experiments.

. Therefore I am of opinion that all energy, time and
resources we have at our disposal ought to be con-
centrated in achieving Swaraj, self-government and
freedom and emancipating ourselves from this‘
Government. Iam perfectly willing to ask and
encourage every student in any arts or law college

- %0 leave off the College, if he feels the calk of duty

{cheers) provided he is under no delusion (mind
that,. b‘ecause I have seen that in my own piace a
provision i1s going to be provincially made for kis
€ducation either locally or imperially),

f?l?ere is a great field for propaganda work for
organising the nation for reviving industries ang
there is work to make an honourable living with-
out being traitors to our country (hear, hear), Put
‘your hand to any work you find handy. I-know
.?a‘t soraetime back the sentence of Gandhi was
rxdxcu_led, viz., that people ought to go and construct
t"?admde work, in factories. My student friends
) You ought to remember that one of the grentes;
defects of the present educational system is that it
enables yon neither to think independently or act
Independently.” Real education should aim to wake
you men, fit to think and act independently, in
findmg an independent work., Don't find vour;e,lves
in an embarrassing position by your wh-ite cloths
Go into the country, find out any work, you car;
lay your hand upon, make yourselves useful to
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“the socxety and learn honesty In my eyes, honest

- patriotic work in road-repmnng is infinitely superior

; “to a Deputy Collector’s post {cheers). I want the
youth of the nation to go forth into the villages

- and’ the factories, work with their hands in the

 spirit of comradeship along with the villagers who
~are waiting for inspiration from you. So long as
~ the educated commnnity keeps itself aloof from the
actual tillers of the soil and workers in factories, it
shall never attain Swaraj. Swaraj will not be attained
by the efforts of a few educated people, but by the
whole nation which lives in workshops and on the
soil. Therelore, it should be your duty, if you really
feel the call of duty, not to question what shall be

_our career in the future.

7 This bogey of career, caupled thh the bogey
of academic careers, has spoiled the whole point of
view of educational discussions. It is not the

_ principal object of life to seek & career or to be an
academic animal. The gbject of life is to be afficient
as & citizen and member of society. Iftis a vicious
ideal which places excellenceand fashionson a bigh

- pedestal. Anybody who can speak Enslish well

considers himself to be an enlightened and great

man. I have found many a fool among those who
can resd and speak excellent English. It is an
entirely false standard of education to desire to go
down asstylist. It is a good piece of art, but it ig
not the main purpose of life.  We ought to see the
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_inain purpose of life in education rather than

see it in the fashion which places us on a false
pedastal. I earnestly appeal to those of you who
take to Non-Co-cperation to go forth into the coun-
try, to leave the cities and central places of which
you are so fond, to go into the villages, worksheps
and factories, live there and then give them the
inspiration which you have - derived from your

. education. Unless you do that, you are merely

passing resolutions which would be mere sham,
Infinitely slavish as we are, we will be adopting

-another vice, that is, of passing resolutions without

putting them into operation. If you pass resolutions
it is your duty to act up to it (hear, hear). Do not
pass resolutions in the hurry of enthusiasm or to
please someone. If you do that you will bring
discredit on the whole movement and on the men
whom you revere and you will also demoralise your
nation if you pass resolutions only to advise others,
for (xod’s sake, we have had enough of them and
we Jo not want the students’ aid to add to that
burden.

You must also consider before passing
your resolntions whether you are prepared to with-
atand the beatings of your parents and all the nige
arguments that they may put forward of career, of
honours, emoluments and other things. Are you
prepared to suffer and give up your fashionable

habits? In that case go forth in the name of Godaggd
11
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elevate your country (cheers). The country needs as
many workers in the field as it can find. Workers
-are very few. All of you can be absorbed in the
_great work that lies before us. As regards medical
" and engineering colleges, I am thinking over that
_problem. I do want that education for my country.
At present the Medical and the Engineering
- colleges are the two great strengths of the Indian
Army and I have come to the conclusion whether
it will not be advisable to follow the same course
for these two departments too. I have not formed
my own definite opinions and so I cannot advise
you now. But that is the trend of my thought
lately. o :
It will be my duty to help you, I do not
say guide you, in coming to a conclusion. Be
absolutely tolerant of any differences of opinion
that may exist. To me it matters little which
way you decide. As I caid already the decision of
this Non-Co-operation Resolution lies with others
i.e. the Congress and you will be simply followring
the Congress. '

India’s Economic Bondage

{The following is the full text of the Presidential
Address of Lala Lajpat Rai to the first All-
India Trade Union Congress, held at the
Empire  Theatre, Bombay, in November,
1920 :—]

Mg. BarprisTa, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—
Permit me to thank you from the bottom of my
heart for the honour you have done me by asking
me to preside over this first session of the All-India

TPrade Union Congress. Itisa unique occasion,

the first of its kind even in the history of this
ancient country of ours. In her long history ex-
tending over thousands of years, India has surely
geen many a great gathering in which parts of this
vast sub-continent and all classes of its population
were represented, gatherings at which were discuss-
ed and settled important and nics questions of reli-
gion, philosophy, grammar, law and politics, gather-
ings at which crowns were bestowed, gatherings in
which foreign scholars and foreign ambassadors
and foreign diplomats took part. But history re-
cords no instance of an assemblage that was con-
vened solely to consider the interesis and welfare
of workers not of this city or that, not of this pro-
wince or that, but of Bharat Varsha as a whole,



i,s4 ,, INDIA’S WILL TO FREEDOM

~ Bven under British Rale we have had All-India
" . gatherings of varions kinds, political, religious,
" social, literary, scientific, etcetra, but never, an All-
India meeting of the workers of the country, or one
" where: people assembled to conmsider tbe interests
_and the present and future welfare of the workers
ss such. This by itself should show, if there was
nothmg else to remind us of the fact that India of
to-day is very different from India of ancient and
medieval times, nay even from India of yesterday.
" We are living in an age quite different from any
" thing that the world has seen or known before.
That being 5o, the problems that face and the ques-
tions that confront us are, from the very nature of
_ things, of a different kind from those that confront-
‘ed our immediate and remote ancestors. This fact
whetker we like it or not, has to bhe recognised.
| 3, Then there is another fact also which
-recsives scant attention from those who profess to
- guide the destinies of this great nation viz. that we
‘gre living in times, in which no nation can live an
ipolated life of its own. ‘Whatever happens in the
world outside of our shores affects us in our daily
life very closely and intimately, It makes our food
‘dearer, our clothing more costly, our possession
- more or less valuable and similarly affects other
- relations of life very deeply. In the same way
whatever happens in our country affects the outside
world also, equally deeply and intimately, This is
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“not limited to any single sphere of life but is vir-

tually true of almost all spheres but particularly so
of the political and economic. So, whether we like
it or not, we are a part and parcel of the modern

~ world.. This modern world is characteristically a

world of machinery of steam, gas and electricity.
This is a world of mass production, of organised
capital, organised industry and organised labour.

. Organised mass production involves the organisa-

tion of capital, and the organisation of labour on a
scale never heard of before. So far organised
capital has had its way. It has raled the World
for the last 150 years, and the world to-day is groan-
ing under its burden. It has destroyed many an
old civilisation, enslaved religion, chained scieace
and placed in bondage, all the forces of Nature and
human intellect, Humanity is its bond slave. Old
China with its four to five hundred millions _of

- industrious, hard working and art-loving people

with its ancient cultare, science and art has been
broken on the' wheel and thrown to the wolves,
India with its hoary civilisation, its mighty spiritu-
alism, its great philosophy, and its beautiful art,
with a family consisting of one-fifth of the whole
human race, has also been bled white by the forces
of organised capital and is to-day lying prostrate at
its feet. Militarism and Imperialism are the twin-
children of capitalism ; they are one in three and
three in one, Their ghadow, their fruit and their
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bark—all are poisonous.- It is only lately that an
antidote has been discovered and that antidote is

organised labour.

We in Indis have been rather slow to find and
apply this antidote. The reasons are obvious. We
were politically impotent and economically help-
less. Our political impotence has made us anation
of Pariahs in relation to the rest of the world. Our

_magters nsed us to conquer and police the world
for their benefit, and glorification. They also used
us to develop their colonies, cultivate their fields,
operate their mines, man their industries and
increase their wealth, By way of adding insult to
injury they maligned our religion, caricatured our
culture, and painted us so black as to be considered
unfit for being accepted as equals or even as men
by the so-called civilised races of the world. In the
eyes of the latter, we are a nation of coolies, inferi-
or in everything that distinguishes a mere animal
from men. This wasa trick by which organised
‘British capital managed to create a prejudice against
us in the minds of the white workers of Europe,
America and Africa. It was npecessary for their
purpose, Any bond of brotherhood, or of mutual
interest between the workers of Europe and Ameri-
ca, on the one hand, and those of Asia on the other
would have destroyed the spell by the force of
which they exploited and sweated both. To ths
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workers of Manchester, was always presented the
bug bear of the cheap labour of India. We in India,
were kept in fear of the competition of Manchester'
The war however has broken the spell. The work:
ers of Europe and America have now discovered
that the cause of the workers is jne and the same
all tke world over, and that there can be no salvation
for them, unless and until the workers of Asig were
organised, and internationally affiliated. Labour in
Europe threatens to turn the tables over their
masters, the employers and they recognise that the
guccess of their movement demands a close associ-’
ation of European workers with the workers of Asig
So long as there is cheap labour in China and India.
and. so long as India is helpless to keep out foreigr;
caglta], and to prevent the latter using Indian and
Chinese Labour to the detriment of the European
wo.rkers, the cause of the European proletariat is
fxelther safe mor secure. The movement we are
fnaugurating to-day is thus of more than national
impdréance. It isa matter of international sipnifi-
/ca;n.ce. The workers of India are joining hand: and
brains not only to solidify the interests of Indian
!abour, but also to forge a link in the chain of
international brotherhood. The future is on. the
laps of Gods and prophecy is unsafe, but it may be
saft?ly predicted that the success of the movement tL;
which we are giving birth to-day way eventually
turn out to be an event of world importance,
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- - The Trade Union Movement in this couniry
‘ is yet in its infancy and it may be said- that an All-
" India Trade Union Congress is rather prematare.
In my humble judgment, it has not come a day too
" goon. ILabour in India suffers from very many
drawbacks and the prejudices against it are too
‘“many and varied in natare. Depressed by religio-
_ social ideals of bygone ages, looked down upon
by prevailing standardsof literary education, depriv-
ed even of elementary knowledge by the extrava-
. -gant wastefulmess  and jealousy of a foreign
‘bureauncracy, placed in a condition of abject depend-
ence by-the military exigencies of a capitalistic
-autocracy, kept apart by the artfulness of resource-
ful despotism,labour in this country is in great-r need
of joint action, and of freedom from provincial and
district rivalries than anywhere else. District or-
ganisations cannot be effective unless they are
profected from the rivalry of men from the other
districts, For this purpose are needed provincial
organisations, but even provincial organisations-will
not do unless we have an All-India organisation
to protect labour from provincial rivalries.

The two smployers of labour in our couniry
are, the Government and the private capitalist,
The Government alsois in its own way a big capi-
talist. 'The Department of Railways, Post Office,

" Telegraph and Channels and others are capitalissic
and more or less commercial concerns. Both these
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¢lasses of employers have All-India resources ab
their disposal. Handicapped as labour isin many
other respects, labour also must have an All-India
organisation and am All-India propaganda to meset
ifs opponent on equal ground.

The Government of this country is wastefal
and extravagant in the salaries and allowances it
allows $o its higher gervice, If would be bankrupt
if it me$ the demands of the subordinate services

~and lowest raok of its employees also in the same

spirit. Consequently 1o avoid bankruptey, it sweats
43 lowest service in a way as perhaps no other
‘Government on the face of the earth does. There is
no country in the world which pays its bigher civil
and military service anything like the salaries the
Government of India does. In the whole of the
United States there is only one wan who gets
more than 35,000 Rupees per annum, and fhat ig

‘the President of the United States. In Japan, even

the Prime Minister, does not get that amount. In
India, there are dozens, mostly Hnglishmen, who
get more than that amount. Compare the salaries
post by post, and you will find the standard extra-
vaganily higher in India while the living even now
is comparatively cheaper. Yet within the last two
or three years the Government has sanctioned
enormous increases in these salaries. The worss
feature of this situation however is the extreme dis-
parity that exists between the salaries of the lowes
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;e;vlces and those of the highest. The diffarence
Cctween maximum and minimum salaries in the

United States and Great Britain on the one hand

¥

;;ld.tlndia on the other is simply startling. In the
nited States, the lowest salary allowed to a clerk’

;roa porter in Government Office is from about
I, O(()} to.],QOO_ do}lar_s a year, and the highest al-
OW? to a,.cabmet minister is 12,000. In India, a
Cabinet Minister gets Rs. 80,000 a year besid’es

allowances while his orderly gets only 120 a year or

at the most 180, In calculating the needs of a Civil
Servant, the Government of India shows a great
d}?l of generosity, provides for the education of his
children, for the luxury of travelling to and fro

Europe, and secures him a high standard of

comff)rt in India, But when it enters into cal

culation for ascertaining the proper salary of :
postFnan, or a telegraph peon, or an orderly 0:
2 Reilway porter, or signaller, it not only disre ;rds
all' the.se considerations, bubt is mean enoufh to
br-mg Into account the earnings of his wife a;c‘r hig
minor children. Such is the difference betweex;
man and man in the eyes of this Christian Govern-
ment. That there is difference between work and
work, between mere manual work and skilled work

‘between skilled work and higher brain work ma\;
be‘assgmed, but is the difference so great as to jzlstif;‘
{;bns disparity between the economic needsof one

from theother. To fight againstsuch a system of
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inhuman inequalities the workers of India, whether
in Government or in private employ, require an All-
India organisation to help each other by mutual
sympathy, counsel and aid.

Again, there isanother danger ahead against
which workers in India must provide. We are
often told that in order successfully to compete
with Manchester and Japan, Capital in India
should be allowed a high rate of profit and cheap
lsbour is & necessity for the purpose. The interests

" of Indian industries they say require that labour

in this country should be plentiful and cheap.
There may be something in that argument, but
the way in which it is represented in season and
out of season, carries it too far. We are not prepared
to admit the validity of this plea. Under the shelter
of nationalism European capitalists have created
sufficient havoc in the world, and we ure not
prepared to listen with equanimity to that cry being
overdue in India. An appeal to patriotism must
affect the rich and the poor alike, in fact, the rich
more than the poor. If the development of the
Indian industries requires the organisation of Indian
capital, it still more reguires the organisation
of Indian labour. Labour and capital must meet on
aqual ground and join hands to develop Indian
industries. As at present, neither the Government
nor the capitalist is disposed to treat the worker
fairly and equally. The former sacrifices him at the
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-altar of princely salaries for higher ranks of the
European and Indian services and also for the exi-
gencies of militarism. The capitalist wants to sweat
him for his hundred or two hundred per cent. profit.
- Surely, that is not the way to develop Indian indus-
bries if it is to be done at.the expense of labour alone,
I maintsin, therefore, that it has become absolutely
necessary for Indian labour to organise itself on
national lines in order to be able to negotiate with
their employers on equal terms and with due regard
to national interests, I refuse to admit that the
interests of Indian industries must, in every case,
override the human needs of the workers. 1In all
discussions about the demands and rights of labour
in India, labour is still treated asa commodity
to be sold and purchased in open market. In every
discussion it is the interests of mdustry that are
held supreme. The question asked is “will the
industry bear it The proper quesiion in my
judgment should be “how can the industry be
made to bear it consistently with the minicium
human requirements of the worker and his family,
-on the standard of a moderately comfortable healthy
life for hima and his children, a provxsxon for the
-education of the latter and for the rainy day.” The
Indian capxhahsts musi weet labour balf way and
must come to an understanding with it on the basis
-of sharing the profits in a reasonable and just pro-
portion. It must be made worth the whilo of
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lsbour to co-operate with the capitalist to advanlce
and develop Indian industries. If, however, Indian
capital wants to ignore the needs of labour and

can think only of its huge profits, it should expect

no response from labour and no sympathy from
the general public. If labour must remair half-
starved, ill-clothed, badly housed, and destitute of
education, it can possibly bave no interest in the
development of Indianindustries, and all appealsin
the name of patriotism must fail. On these grounds
and several others it is desirable that Indian labour
should lose no-time to organise itself cna naticnal
scale, “Capital is organised on a world-wide basis;
it is backed up by a firancial and political strength
beyond conception; its weapons are less perishable
than those employed by labour, it presents dangers
which apply universally.” In order to meet these
dangers, Indian labour will bave to join hands with
labour outside India also, but its first dutyis to
organise itself at home. The most important business
then before this Congress is to bring into existence
a central organisation which would protect the in-
terests of labour all over India. The organisa-
tion cannot be perfected without bringing all the
Unions in India into its orbit of influence. But

" a beginning can certainly be made with as many

organisations as are willing to join hands at once.
Those who are pioneers must exercise patience,
tolerate criticism, and show readiness to subordi-
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" nate their individual opinions and predilections to
the interests of the general body of workers in such
‘a way as to convince those that are hesitating and
faltering of their sincerity and earnestness. It is
-easy to criticise, it i3 sometimes convenient to stay
out, till the pioneers have cleared the field and
borne the brant of opposition. It is even prudent
to take no risks involved in going ahead with a
movement of this kind. But it is neither manly
nor patriotic to do so. Anyway the pioneers must
proceed in a spirit of brotherhood, working for all,
in the inferests of all, and always willing to share
the gains with all,

The other important business before the Con-
gress  will be to consider the resolutions of the
International Labour Conference, created by the
League of Nations, which held its first sittings at
Washington D. €. in November, 1919, and to ex-
prebs its considered opinion relating thereto. The
‘Congress will also have to select its accredited
representatives to represent them in the coming
conference, and to place its views before thaf body.
Our past experience is that the Government of
India, however well-intentioned somse of its indivi-
dual officers and statesman may be, because of its
constitution is capitalistic in its sympathies and
outlook. It protects further the interests of British
-capital in the first instance, and then proceeds
to help Indian capital, so far as the latter
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does not ‘encroach on the preserves of the for-
mer. Its professed concern for labour and for
the poor is rarely translated into deeds. It is
well illustrated to-day by its attitude fowards the
lowest among its servanis, by its continued and
unashamed tolerance, of forced labour, by its half-
hearted sympathy for India, labour in colonies and
by its indifference towards the education of the

--labourer and his children. The Goveroment of

India will do pothing substantial for the Indian
people, the vast bulk of whom are labourers in
the field and factory, unless and until it is com-
pelled to do so by the force of circumstances. In
bringing about these circumstances, Indian labour
‘must play its part and secure the sympathy of inter-
national labour. It is therefore of vital importance
that Indian labour should cultivate the most
friendly relations with European labour withount
necessarily adopting all the items in the plank of
the latter.

While it is true that the interests of labour
are the same all the world over, it is equally trus

‘that the power of labour in each country is limited

by local national circumstances. Labour in Europe
isin a position to dictate. European workmen
have found out, that to depend for the enforcement
of hig right and the amelioration of bis condition
on the political action of persons who owe their



176 INDIA’S WILL TO FREEDOM

legislative power and position, to the vote of the

. .men of property, is absurd and unnatural. In order
-to protect the interests of himself and his class, the
. workmen must have a vote and, and he must give it
~to s man of his class or to a man pledged to his
interests. So every workmen in Turope is a
political unit. Over and above this European
:labour has found another weapon in direct action.
On the top comes the Bussian worker, who aims to
establish the dictatorship of the proletariat. We
in India, bave not yet reached even the firsi stage.
The Government have not yet given us votes and
as.at present situated, they will oppose us at every
step. They will not even: hesitate to use all the
forces of militarism at their command, to crush our
offorts towards united  action, and fo keep us
disunited, disorganised and ont of touch with world
affairs. They have illustrated this by their action
in the matter of the Lahore Railway strike, the
Government Press strike at Calcutta and Simia and
the Postal and Telegraph- strike, Bombay. Their
recens action in prohibiting the importation of
«Soviet Russia’ and the “Daily Herald” of London
is also an illustration to the point. While the
Anglo-Indian Press is engaged day and night in
disseminating palpable lies about Soviet Russia,
the Government of India steps in, to prevent the
people of India from knowing the other side of the
story. Truth in Europe is of two kinds :—
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{¢) Capitalistic and Governmental truth re-
presented by men like Mr. Winston Churchill, and
papers like the “Liondon Times’’ and the “Morning
Post.”

{b) Socialistic and Liabour truth represented by
labour organs of the type of “Justice,” “Daily
Herald” and * Soviet Russia.”” The Government of
India wants us to swallow the first kind of truth
without knowing the other side. Unfortunately
for us truth is no longer truth. It is qualified by
capitalism and imperialism on the one hand and
socialism on the other, It is either capitalistic or
bourgeois or socialistic. [n order to know the
whole truth one has to know all the three brands
and then use his judgment. 7y own experience of
Tarope and America leads me to think that socialis-
tic, even Bolshevik truth is any day better, more
reliable and more humane than the capitalistic and
imperialistic truth. The Anglo-Indian Press takes
its cue from the latter, now-.a-days it divides its
attention between Bolshevism and Gandhism. It
stoops to nothing, when it sits to misrepresent,
malign and discredit. Tt is helped in that nefarious
work by the action of the Government. Whatever
may be the case of the Government against *‘Soyviet
Russia” its action against “‘ Justice” and * Daily
Herald,” both British publications, is absolutely
arbitrary, unjust, and provoking. People of India
are not babies who require protection against this

12
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kind of mental and moral food supplied by th
La?onr publications of Great Britain Th;e ‘e :
perience of the few strikes, we have had ;n Bombaxn
Madras, Lahore and Calcutta, proves beyond ﬁgé
sl_lac?ov_v of a doub$ that our workers are much mo
filSClpllDed and self-controlled, than the corres Qn;e
ing ranks of labour in Great Britain UI:xiteé
Sta:tes, France or Germany. In La.hor’e 50,000
R?xlway men kept up a strike for about 7 W;ek
without baving one case of violence, or injury ts
the property, against them. Even ths ca 'itili to
‘ admxrgd their manner and method, Thep e SIS
of India are probably the most law-abiding gegplz
::&ie::srbnhéhana 'lf any Government uses repressiin
‘%hat mhkefn it only betrays its own weakness.
hat akes the people of India law abiding is not
e'xxstence of fear of coercive laws, but thei
ow? Innate and inborn gentleness a.nd, goodne: ;
There must be something rotten in the constitutibs'
and nature of & Government which needs fort('n;
Law and military terrorism to keep such peo [Ie i
hm?d and to preserve order smong them p'l‘i;n
action of the Government of India.bin pcev:enti i
access to the people of India to the socialistic ng
i)z;boltlnttthought of the world is the least justiﬁ:l?le
all ; - .
cdlyco zdreelix;e:;:ve actions and should be unreserv-
There is no one in India who belie
Europesn and Russian standards of Iab‘:)e;r t:?;; télee
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applied to India of to-day. If there were any, I
would remind him or them of the message of Lienin
1o Bela Kun wherein the former warned the latter
against the danger of applying Russian standard
to Hungary prematurely. For the present our
greatest need in this country is to organise, agitate
and educate. We must organiss our workers,
make them class conscious, and educate them in the

‘ways and interests of commonweal. I do not be-

lieve in freedom by steps or by stages, but at the
same time I do not believe in denying the facts of
life and shutting our eyes to the circumstances
ander which we live. If one is both chained and
hand-cuffed, one can break his hand-cuffs and yet
not be free. Liabour in this country has many fetters
to break through. They will require time and
energy, application and organisation, sel{-disci-
pline and self-control to do so. But they will not be
frec unless all the fetters are broken and thrown
asunder. For this purpose all concerned in the
welfare of labour will have to work hard and
in a spirit of sacrifice and co-operation. This
spirit of sacrifice should particularly characterise
the efforts of such brain workers in the ranks
of the labour, who are educated enough to lead
the movement. Those who are not strictly wage-
earners but who feel for labour will have to give
their time talent, and money for the improve-
ment of the wage-carners’ lot. The Government
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and the Capitalist will both try to discredit them,

but they must stand by the faith in them, dnd
ungrudgingly ‘give the best in them to the cause of
labour which is the cause of humanity, Pretending
to protect the interests of labour the Govern-
ment does not like the interference of those who
are not actually wage-earners themselves in the
organisation of the labour, because they know that
unorganised, illiterate, and unskilled labour is in-
competent to fight its own battles and can easily
be made to yield in negotiations between them
and their educated resourceful and wide-awake
opponents. The workmen shonld not fall into this
trap. For some time to come they need all the help
and guidance and co-operation they can get from
such among the intellectuals as are prepared to
espouse their cause, Eventually Iabour shall find
its leaders from among its own ranks,

" I do not think I chould detain you, Liadies and
Gentlemen, more than a minute. In this minute I
want to explain our attitude towards Governnient.
1t is neither one of support nor that of opposition.
We will welcome every effort by Government to
improve the cause of labour and help o organise
and establish themselves on a basis of self-support,
and self-reliance. I have already explained thal we
cannot expect much from the Government as
constituted at present, and I fear that we canpof
place much reliance upon it. But there may be
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individual statesmen to whom we may appfaal in
em‘ergencieé for mediation between the Caplxtahst
and Labour. But the question is who is going to
mediate between the Government and its own
servants where the question of the improvement c?f
ihe latter’s lot is involved and the Govern_meu? is
unwilling to do so, on a proper geale. '.I‘he situation
becomes very different under these circamstances.

We will have to find a modus operandi to relieve

it. 'With these words I will again thank you for
the honour you have done me and for the patience
with which you have heard me.



APPENDIX

The Tilak School of ’Politics, Lahore.

| FOUNDED BY LALA LAJPAT RAL
Constitution.

1) ''he school shall be called “The Tilak,
. School of Politics.”

(2) Its objects are :— .

(@) "I‘o provide facilities for education in politiés,
econormics, sociology, social psychology, journalism
- ete., independent of any official University.

(b) To train political workers.

; (¢) To provide facilities for research in social
sciences.

.(dt 'To prepare and publish books on these
subjects in the vernaculars of India.

(&) To establish and maintain & well equipped

library in connection with the institution, to.be

called the ““ Dwarka Dass Library.”

) (3 -The school shall not be affiliated to any
University controlied wholly or partially by
Government.

() Education shall be given by means of
lectures of the type delivered by University exten-
sion lectures in Great Britain or by Public School
lecturers in New York.
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(5) The affairs of the school shall be managed
by a Board of Trustees. ‘

(6) The first Trustees shall be:—

Lala Lajpat Rai, Bhai Yarmanand, Lala Ram
Prasad, Liala Duni Chand, and Lala Jaswant Rai.
Lala Lajpat Rai shall have the power to nominate
five more Trustees within the first year, after the
expiration of which period the power, if not exer-
cised, will lapse and shall vest in the Board.

{(7) The school shall have such staff and shall
admit students and conduct classes on such terms
and conditions as to the payment of salaries, fees,
etc., as the Director of the School, in consultation
with the Board may fix and determine.

(8) The Board may and would provide special
scholarships and fellowships for specially selected
students with a view to encourage the scientific
study of Politics and Political methods, economics
and other social sciences and for research work in
connection with Indian problems.

(9) These scholarships and fellowships will be
beld on such terms and conditions as the Board of
trustees may fix and determine, The selection of
scholarship-holders and fellows shall rest with the
Board, but for the first 3 years Lala Lajpat Rai
shall have the right of veto.

(10) The Trustees shall have mno pecuniary
interests in the funds of the school unless one or
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raore of them join the permanent staff of the insti.
tation and work as such, in which case he or they
will get such remuneration as is fized by the Board
of Trustees,

(11) Out of the funds collected for the school
25 per cent. will be reserved for emergencies and
the rest will be spent—(a) in accordance with a
Budget framed in the beginning of the school year
by the Board, or (b) in obedience of a special re-
solution of the Board, or (¢) in exercise of the emer-
gency powers of the Director.

(12) Besides the salaries of the staff and
amounts spent in scholarships and fellowships, etc.,
the Board will have full power to spend 1noney in
erecting or hiring buildings, in maintaining office
and in the travelling expenses of the trustees and
the staff when iravelling for the benefit of the
institution and in furtherance of its objects.

(13) After two years the Board shall start
selecting their new trustees from among the stu-

dentsof the school, specially from among the fellows

and the scholarship-holders.

(14) In case of difference of opinion among the
trustees, the decision shall be by majority of votes,
provided no changes in the constitution will be
made except with the consent of Liala Liajpat Rai.

(15) . The school year will be from January to
January.
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(16) The Board shall have the power to. make
bye-laws and rules of business for conducting the
institution and managing its affairs.

(17) The school shall be formally started from
the first of January or such other dateas may be
fixed by the Director.

(18) Lala Lajpat Rai shall be the Director of
the school and he shall preside at all meetings of the

Board.

(19) All funds shall be invested or deposited in
the name of Lala Lajpat Rai or one or more of the
trustees to be nominated by the Board.
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